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FOREWORD

THE committee appointed to edit and publish the Centennial

History of the Ciassis of Paramus contained in these pag-es.

would have hesitated a long time before undertaking the work,

had there been the least apprehension of the labor it has required,

to secure its satisfactory completion. Without the cordial

co-operation of the ministry and the Churches of the Ciassis

such a result would have been impossible. The committee

hereby acknowledge their indebtedness to all who have

given needed aid. They desire to thank the brethren wht) by

their able addresses caused the anniversary exercises to

overflow with interest and delight, the pastors who have

prepared the histories of the churches, the consistories who
have diligently gathered portraits of their former pastors

and the friends and acquaintances and even strangers who
have confided to their care cherished mementoes, oftentimes the

only photograph of a loved one they possessed, that the illustra-

tion of the work might be more complete; to each and to all of

these the committee are grateful, and would have them recog-

nized as etlficient co-laborers.

The assistance received from the Rev. David Cole. D. D. , of

Yonkers, X. Y. . has been so cheerfully rendered and so exceed-

ingly valuable that the committee gratefully make special ac-

knowledgment of his kindness.

The authors and not the committee are responsible for all

statements made in the histories of the churches, the individuality

of which both in style and expression has been carefully guarded

and preserved.

Slight discrepancies may also be discovered in the spelling

of proper names. Every effort has been made to perfect our
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pages in this respect, but some latitude must be conceded, where

such great variety exists in etjually reliable authorities.

A full and complete index of persons and jdaccs has been

carefully prepared and, facilitating reference, enhances the

value of the publication.

As a part of the history of the Kingdom of (iod in its conflict

with e\'il, these records of the C'lassis of Paramus and its

Churches for a hundred years are issued with faith in the certainty

of the Church's final triumph, looking for that blessed hope, and

the glorious appearing of the great Cjod and our Savior fesus

Christ.

JOSEPH H. Whitehead,

Elias \V. Thompson,

Theodore \V. Welles,

William H. Vroom, ,

Committee.
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION

THE Classis of Paramus was organized at Paranius, Bergen

County, New Jersey, the second day of September, in the

year of our Lord eighteen hundred. In view of this event the

Chissis, in stated session at Clifton, Passaic county. New Jersey,

the twentieth day of April, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven

appointed the Revs. Theodore W. Welles, D. D. , William
J.

Leg-

gett, Ph. D. , and William H. Vroom, D. D. , a committee to

formulate a plan for the public celebration of the one hundredth

anniversary of the organization of the Classis.

At the following stated session of the Classis, October the nine-

teenth, the committee presented a report, which was unanimously

approved, declaring the Centennial Anniversary of the organization

of the Classis, to be an event whose commemoration should possess

more than a temporary interest, tend to the instruction of the

people and awaken in their hearts a deeper love and a more intense

loyalty to the institutions and polity of the Reformed Church.

As a means for the realization of a result so desirable, the

committee suggested that the anniversary exercises should be held

in the Reformed Church of Paramus, in the autumn of the year

nineteen hundred, that the exercises, with appropriate devotional

services should consist of an Historical Discourse, reviewing the

acts and proceedings of the Classis during the century, a Statis-

tical History of the Classis, and short addresses upon themes in

harmony with the occasion, and that as a permanent memorial of

the event the Classis should publish the Historical Discourse, the

Statistical History, the short addresses and with them a history
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of each Church in the CUissis illustrated with a picture of the

church and of as many of its pastors as ]iossil)le.

'i"he Rev. William H. Vroom was appointed to prepare the

Historical Discourse and the Rev. Theodore W. Welles to prepare

the Statistical History of the Classis.

The Revs.
J.

H. Whitehead, Elias W. Thompson, Theodore
\\ . Welles and William H. Vroom were appointed a committee to

edit and publish the Centennial History of the Classis and to

make all necessary arrangements for the Centennial Anniversary.

The Consistory of the Reformed Church of Paramus very

kindly invited Classis to hold its anniversary in the old Church

in which, a short time after the completion and dedication of the

building to the triune Tehovah, the Classis was organized.

The sixteenth day of October, nineteen hundred, the stated

time tor the fall session of Cla.ssis, was selected as the most ap-

propriate day for the Centennial observances.

Notices of the event were inserted in the Christian Intelligen-

cer, and many of the papers published within the bounds of the

Classis. Invitations to attend the services were sent to former

members of the Classis, to the ministry of the Particular Synod
of New Brunswick, and to the clergymen of other denominations

in the immediate vicinity, with a request that they extend the in-

vitation to their congregations, and assure them of a cordial wel-

come.

The day was all that the most ardent lover of nature

could desire; one of the lirightest jewels of the year, sparkling

with beauty in its golden setting of autumnal glory and making
joyous with its genial influences every heart.

The people commenced assembling at an early hour, filling

the ample grounds al)Out the sanctuary and reading with interest

the inscriptions upon the numerous old tombstones in the ceme-

tery. It was hallowed ground, and the quaint, rude character of the

moss-covered stones marking the graves of past generations, a

subtle link uniting the present with the past, awakened emotion

in thorough unison with the commemorative services of the day.

When the gathering hosts entered the church they were

greeted by the features in miniature of some of those who a cen-

tury ago met within its recently erected walls to organize the

Classis of Paramus.
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Flowers and evergreens aiul Hags, neatly and handsomely ar-

ranged, formed a ])ieturesque scene, which mutely, yet impressive-

ly, testified of the joyous character of the passing liours.

Music furnished l)y Miss Fanny Osliorne, director and organist;

Miss Anna H. Slade, soprano; Miss Harriette (i. llubliell, contralto;

.Mr. Paul Roberts, tenor, antl Mr. l'"rancis Carrier, basso, all of Xew
\'ork city, assisted by the choir of the Paramus Church, elicited

uni\ersal commendation and praise. It was sweet and charming,

artistic and heart - touchins^-, wafting; thout^dit heavenward and

thrilling' the soul with the sublinn'ty of its harmonious melodies.

The services were intensely interesting, bringing near "the

days of old." causing kindly remembrance of those to whom the

present generation is largely indebted for its religious privileges,

strengthening the conviction that in the kingdom of God there

were "giants in those days." and revealing God as the efficient

agent in all that takes place, determining the issues of every day,

and conducting all things to the consummation of His gracious

designs.

The collation serAed by the ladies of the Paramus Church

during the mitlday intermission was a jiractical and delightful

manifestation of the proverbial hospitality of the Xew Jersey

Dutch, highly appreciated and greatly enjoyed by well nigh a

thousand guests.

The centennial session of the Classis was called to order at

ten o'clock a. m. , and opened with prayer by the retiring presi-

dent, the Rev. William H. \'room. The roll was called and

with few exceptions every member of Classis responded.

The Rev. ]\Iatthew X. (Jliver was chosen president, and the

Rev. William J. Feggett, tem])orary clerk.

(jreetings were received from the Classis of New Brunswick,

in session at ]\Iiddlebush, N. J., and from the Classis of New York

in session at Yonkers, X. Y.

The Rev. Charles D. .Shaw, D. D. , of Paterson, X^. J., brought

greetings from the Presbytery of Jersey City. Fetters of regret

were received from many whose attendance was prevented by

previous engagements or unexpected events.

The anniversary exercises commenced promptly at half past

ten, the appointed hour, and proceeded in the order of the pro-
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gram, which, as a souvenir of the occasion, is reproduced on the

pages immediately following, as originally printed.

During the afternoon session, the sky was darkened hy a pass-

ing storm. When the services closed, and the people bidding

each other good-bye, turned their faces homeward, the western

sky glowed with wondrous beauty, marvelously draped with -silver

lined clouds tinged with ^'ermillion and golden hues, suggestive

of the glory to be revealed when, after the storms of life are

past, "the General Assembly and Church of the First-born" bid

each other good-bye, and hasten home.

Theodore W. Welles.
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flDornituj Sceeion

>ii ^ *i*

Orciani3ation ot Claseis

Ceutcimial ]£rcrci5C5

The Rev. Edward Lodewick. presiding

Oroail iprCluC^C Me/odv -St. Saens

H^CrOlOtlV 'Praise God from whom all blessings flow."

UllVOCatlOn an^ Salutation The Rev. C. E. Crispell. D. D.

IRCSpOn^lVC Scripture Psalm LXXXIV

How amiable are thy tabernacles,

Lord of Hosts
.'

My soul longeth. yea. even fainteth for the courts of the Lord:

.]/)' heart and mv flesh crieih out for ihe living God.

Yea. the sparrow hath found a house.

And the swallow a nestfor herself, -where she may lay her young.

Even thine altars. O Lord of hosts

My King and my God.

Blessed are they ihat dwell in thy house:

Thev will be still praising thee.

Ble.ssed is the man whose strength is in thee

;

In whose heart are the ways of them :

Who passing through the valley of Baca, make it a well:

The rain also filleth the pools.

They go from strength to strength.

Every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer:

Gi'oe ear, O God of facoh.

Behold. O God our shield.

And look upon t/ieface of thine anointed;

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.

1 had rather be a doorkepeer rn the house of my God. than to dicell

f'n the tents of wickedness.



For the Lord (lod is a sun and shield; ihe Lord will give grace and

glory

:

No good thhig ivill He ii.'iifilioliifr07n f/iiiii that ivixlk uprightly.

O Lord of Hosts, ki.f.ssko is tiik man riiAr iKisii-iii in iiii k.

''Gloria ipatri" Garrett

Ibpnm 02 Wesley

CoMK. Thou Almighty King, 3 Come, Thou Incarnate Word,
Help us Thy name to sing. Gird on Thy mighty sword.
Help us to praise : Our prayer attend

;

Father, all-glorious. Come, and Thy people bless.

O'er all victorious. And give Thy Word success

;

Come, and reign over us. Spirit of holiness.

Ancient of days. On us descend.

4 Come, Holy Comforter,
Thy sac led witness bear

In this glad hour

:

Thou who Almighty art.

Now rule in every heart.

And ne'er from us depart.

Spirit of power.

praVCr The Rev. John Gaston. D. D.

antbCm Festival Tc Deinii. in E flat Dudley Buck

"111 K prai.se Thee. O God. we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord:W All the earth doth wor.ship Thee, tiie Father everlasting.

To Thee all angels cry aloud: the heavens, and all the powers therein;

To Thee cherubim and .>-erapliini continually do crv.

Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord God of Sabaoth.
'

Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Thy glory:
The glorious company of the .Apostles praise Thee;
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise Thee;
The nol>le armv of Martvrs praise Thee:

Ttie holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge Thee.

The Father of an infinite majesty,

—

Thine adorable, true and only Son,

—

.Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ!
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father!

When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man.
Thou didst humble Thyself to be born of a virgin;

When Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death.
Thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers:

Thou sittest at tne right hand of God, in the glory of the Father:
We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge.

We therefore pray Thee, help Thy servants whom Thou hast redeemed
with Thy precious blood :

Make them to be numbered with Thy .saints in glory everlasting.
O Lord, save Thy people and bless fhy heritage ;

govern them,
and lift them up forever.

Day by day we magnif v Ihee. and we worship rhy name,
ever world without end.

Vouchsafe. O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.

O Lord, have mercy upon us: O Lord, let Thy mercy be upon us.

as our trust is in I'hee.

O Lord, in 1 hee have I trusted ; let pie never be confounded,



fl3i5torical IDiscoursc The Rev. William H. \i<H,ni, 1 ). I).

IfDVinn 692 Newton

(iloridiis Uiiiv^^s di" thee are spoken,

Zioii, city of our < iod
;

lie whose word cannot l)e broken,

Formed thee for His own abode:

On the Rock of Ages founded.

What can shake thy sure repose?

With salvation's walls surrounded,

Thou mayest smile at all thv foes.

2 See the streams of living waters.

Springing from eternal love.

Well supply thy sons and daughters.

And all fear of want remove;

Wiio can faint, while such a river,

Ever ficnvs their thirst to assuage?

Grace, which, like the Lord the (ji\-er,

Never fails from age to age.

JBeiicMction

©rgaii p05tlu^c Allegro Modoato

^ "^ 4-

intermission

A collation will be served at one o'clock, in the Chapel,

by the ladies of the Paramus Church.

•f- 4" 4*

Hfternoon Session

Smart

The Rev. John A. Van Neste, Presiding

©rcian preluDe Caiwn Nicholas de Wilm

Hntbcni " Prepare yr the zvav of the Lo?d,^' Garrett

i| HH voice of one crying in the wildernes.s. Prepare ve the wav of
•^tlie Lord, make .straight in the de.sert a highway'for our God.

Kvery valley shall be exalted, and every niouutain and hill
made low: the crooked shall be made .straight, and the rough
places plain.



Ipravcr

Aiui tlK- Kloi-y i)i llif I.oni shall he revealed, aiul all lU-sli sliall
see il loiicther; for llic nioiilh ol' llie Lord lialli spoken it.

riie voice said, cry .... What shall I crv ? .Ml flesh is grass,
and all the goodline'ss thereof is as the flower that is in the field.

Tlie grass withereth, the flower ladeth. l.iu the wonl of our
('.od shall stand forever. Anion. Is.mah xl: .", -H.

Tlu- Rev. An^nii Dii lU.i^, I). 1).

If^vinn oOo l)\vi-ht

I i.)\ K Thy kingdom. I^ord. 2 1 1 )ve Tliy Church. () God;
The house of Thine abode. Her walls before Thee stand.

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 1 )ear as the a])ple of Thine eve.
With His own precious blood. And gi-ax en on Thv hand.

6 Sure as Thy truth shall hist,

To Zion shall be given
The brightest glories earth can vield.

And "nrighter bliss of Heaven.

H^^re5S The Rev. Daniel \'aii Pelt, D. I).

Astoria, N- Y-

' T/w A)iccstral ChiDcli in Ilo/Iaiid."

B^^rC£i5 The Rev. K. Tanjore ("(.ruin. 1 ). I).

Historiographer of General Synod, New Brunswick, N. J.

" The Colonial Churches of the Classis."

H^vmn 767 Wesley

Let saints below in concert sing 2 t )ne family we dwell in Him
With those to glory gone; One Church above, beneath.

For all the servants of our King Though now divided by the stream.
In earth and heaven are one. The narrow stream of death.

4 Dear Savior be our constant guide;
Then, when the word is given.

Bid Jordan's narrow stream divide.

And land us safe in heaven.

B&C>re55 The Rev. Peter H. Milliken. D. D.

Philadelphia. Pa

" (y///rehes Orj^aitized by the (j'assis''

B^^rC55 Prof. Ferdinand .S. .Schenck. D. I).

New Brunswick, N. J.

''Former Ministers of the Classis.
'

'



llDvmn 711

How beaiUe )us are their feet 2

Who stand on Zion"s hiil,

Who briniy salvation on their tongues
And words of peace reveal !

Watts

How charming is their voice
How sweet the tidings are !

Zion, behold Thy Savior King;
He reigns atTd triumphs here."

6 The Lord makes bare His arm
Through all the earth abroad

;

Let every nation now behold
Their Savior and their (Jod.

HD&rC6S The Rev Martin Flipse

'/'he Holland Spfaki)ig C/iinches of the CVassis."

©ffCrtOr^, TIriO •Father, lead me by Thy Jiand, Butterfield

H&&re55

1f3\^mu 770

P ather. lead me by I'liy hand,
I'hrougti the devious ways ot life.

Let me close beside Thee stand.
Shield me in the liour of strife.

Dangers close around me press
1,0 ! I helpless come to rhee

Be Thou near my .soul to bless,

Let me rest alone in Thee.

Father, guide me by Thine eye.
Dark and cheerless seems the way.

Beam upon me from on high,
Be my comfort and my stay.

Refuge give me from the blast.
Help me trust alone in Thee.

Hide me till the storm is past,

'Neath Thv shadow shelter me.

The Rev. (ieorge .M. S. Blauvelt

Franklin Park, N- J.

'

' Keiii/iiiseeiices.''

Fawcett

Blkst be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian iove ;

The felkiwship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

2 Before otir Father's throne
We pour our ardent prayers;

Our fears, our hopes, ottr aims are one,

Our comforts and our cares.

36ene&iction

©roan II^05tlu^c Fmale Lemmens
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PRAYERS AT THE CENTENNIAL

Rkv. C. K. Crisprli,, I). I).

OIK Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Of Thee and thr()uy;h Thee and to Thee, are all thincrs. All

perfections belong- to Thee and subserve the cause of holiness. All

the works of creation and providence show forth I'hy power

and wisdom and goodness, and the work of redemption excels in

manifesting Thine exceeding- great power and Thy manifold wis-

tlom and the riches of Thy grace.

We adore Thee as the true God, the Father, the Son. and the

Holy Ghost. We come to Thee in this house built for Thee and

consecrated to Thy service, where Thou dost meet with Thy
people and bless them. We come as sinners redeemed by the

blood of Christ, a part of Thy ransomed flock. We come ?s the

representatives and members of a part of Thy visible Ghurch,

known as the Classis of Paramus of the Reformed Church

in America. We come to recall to mind what Thou hast

done for us during the hundred years of our existence ; to note

Thy mercies in both our commendations and chastisements, and

to express gratitude to Thee for the same; to learji the lessons

taught us and thus gain fresh impulses to enable us to go forward

with greater zeal m all the duties of our day. We come in the

name of Jesus, our High Priest.

Be with us, we ])ray Thee, in our deliberations, and confer-

ences, and deliverances, and resolves, that we may properly en-

deavor to meet our responsibilities in true faith, firm hope,

ardent love, and a zeal according to correct knowledge.

We thank Thee for the many examples of Christian devoted-

ness of our ministry, eldership and membership, during the hun-

dred years; for their soundness and perseverance in the faith

once delivered unto the saints; for the souls saved through
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their agency by the Spirit's power; for ail that we have been

inclined to do for the enlarg-enient of our borders, and for hold-

ing forth the word of life to the destitute regions of the earth;—in

a word, for all that we have been enabled to do toward the ad-

vancement of the kingdom of heaven.

And we beseech Thee, Heavenly Father, to fill all our

ministers and members with Thy spirit of power, which honors

God the Savior, humbles man, and brings both in their right

and true relations and positions. "Thy kingd(mi come; Thy
will be done in earth, as it is done in heaven." Help us to

look with more earnestness for the time when Christ, who was

once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear the second

time, without sin, unto the salvation of those who look for Him.

Yea: hasten that time, when by Thy Spirit's ]~)ower, the Medi-

ator shall have completed His work of the sanctification of His

redeemed, ransomed people, and shall have put down all rule,

and all authority, and power, and shall deliver uj) His mediatorial

Kingdom to God, even the Father. Yea: hasten that time when
all Thy loyal ones shall, in unison, praise Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost, the true God, for the full manifestation of Himself, and

for their everlasting blessedness. Ame.v.

Rev. Ame Vennem.\.*

ALMKJHTY God, our heavenly Father, who art from everlast-

ing to everlasting, and keepest covenant with Thy people

from generation to generation, we praise and adore Thee this

morning. Thou didst bring our fathers hither from across the

sea and didst bid them go in and possess the land, and when as yet

the people were few in number, Thou didst establish Thyself

among them and didst cause Thy glorious name to be remem-

bered. For the organization of Thy Church here and in the

region round about, for her faithful maintenance of the ordi-

nances of Thy holy religion, and for the gracious influences that

have gone out from her upon the souls of men during all these

*.\t the moriiiir^ session. Taking; the place of the Kev. Jolm Oaston, D. U. who,
arriving later, pronounced tlie Henediction.
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years, \vc give 'I'lu'C our tlcvoul thanks. W'e are assembled to-

day, O Lord, to coiniueiiiorate the loiiiiation one hundred years

ago of this Chissis ()t Taranuis, under whose care the churches

have been maintained and have multiplied and nourished, and

by which they are bound togetlier in such i)leasant and

helpful association. We thank Thee for the especial guidance of

Thy Holy Spirit vouchsafed to this judicatory of Thy Church dur-

ing the century, enabling it to give wise ct)unsel to the churches

in their perplexity, to encourage them under diliiculty and trial,

to devise liberal things for them when they were straitened, to

maintain boldly the faith once delivered unto the saints, and in

all things to have respect to the glory of Thy most holy name.

And now, our heavenly Father, we beseech Thee, bless

these services; make this day memorable; fill our hearts with

praise and rejoicing, and incite us to greater zeal and truer de-

votion. And Thou, O Christ, to whom all power is given in

heaven and on earth, and in whose name we are commissioned

to this blessed work, be Thou with us through all the coming

years for our encouragement and strengthening. And, Spirit of

the living God, descend upon us all, we pray, and baptize us

with Thy grace and power; may our hearts be opened for Thy
pure indwelling and our lives yield themselves to Thy noble in-

spirations. I'hus may more glorious things be spoken of Zion

during the coming years than in the century past, and Thine, O
triune God. shall be the praise forever. Amen.

Rev. Anson DuBois, D. D.

OLoRD, our (}od. Thou art the same yesterday, today and

forever. Thou art our God, and our fathers' God, and we
bless Thee that we may assemble here to commemorate Thy
mercies toward us and toward our fathers in these hundred years

that are passed. Amid the beauty and abundance of the year,

with our garners full, our homes happy, and our churches

blessed with every Gospel privilege, we come to celebrate this

feast of harvests, this feast of the harvests of a hundred years.
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We bless Thee for Thine unmerited mercies. We confess our

sins and the sins of our fathers. None of us have earned tliese

s^-ifts by our services. They but illustrate and mag-nify Thy
mercies, O Lord, which have so followed us and made us rich

in all these years.

We bless Thee for the holy men of God, whom Thou hast

raised up and sent among us, truly the servants of God, pro-

claiming the truth ot God fronii our ])ul])its, and showing the

power of God in their sanctified lives. Not the learning of the

world, but the truth of God which maketh wise unto salvation

—

this, in all these years, has been taught in our churches, in-

stdled into the minds of our children and treasured in the hearts

of our people. We bless Thee for the earnest men who have

borne the divine commission in all this work.

And we bless Thee for that goodly company of God-fearing

men who have served in the eldership and in other offices of

responsibility and uiire(|uited toil; humble men, earning their

own bread, with no aim but peace and prosperity to their dear

church, self lost in the service, and grandly loyal in e\ ery trial,

every change and every condition of the work. Faithfid to their

pastors, faithful to their vows, they liave maintained the con-

tinuity of the Gospel power in their communities and congrega-

tions these hundred years, and though unknown to fame and

resting in their graves, it may be, without a headstone, these

churches are their monuments, and the work of these churches

forms the record of their worth.

And we thank Thee, O Lord, for those holy women who
have made the homes of Thy people truly Christian homes in all

this region for so iTiany years. Much of their lives so hidden,

toiling so many of them, amid great privations. With hus-

bands, children, servants, dependent on them for their comforts

and even their ciiaracter, they swerved not from duty nor from

cheerful trust in God. We thank Thee for what these Christian

mothers have wrought for their children, consecrated in baptism

and trained for God, so that their names are ]ierpetuated on our

church books from generation to generation.

We thank Thee, O Lord our God, we bring Thee om- grati-

tude and praise that Thou hast, in all these years, raised up so

many consecrated souls in our families, in our schools, and in

our congregations to teach and pray and show forth the Christian
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type ot m;iuli(u)(l ami ot womanhood amoiiL;' us, in daih' litV.

Lord, kcc\^ us lrul\- a Christian omnninity for the years yet

to come. IV'ipetuate oui" churches. (ii\e us that simple and

puie ( iospel ot lesus C'lirist, which elevates and saves man.

And extend, in 'I'liv mercy, these benign inthiences to those mul-

titudes who are tlockin,LC i'l aiiiont^ us from lands where the (ios-

pel is less known and less re\ei"etl. Continue' the mercies of the

past into the years to come. Perpetuate the power of 'I'hy word

and increase that power more and more here and throus^di

the whole world. Then shall the nations bless 'I'hee,

and the lon^;^ centuries of time briny;- their tribute of ])raise and

glory to Thy feet. Hear us, Oh, our Father. Accept us. Save us

for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
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HISTORICAL DISCOURSE

TiiK Rkv. Wn.i lAM II. Vkcxim 1*. 1).

I

()K(;AMZA TION OK I UK Cr.ASSKS.

A
'I' {\]c session of the (leiieral Svnod of tlir Kefornu'il Dutch

('hui"ch. hehl in Alhaiiw N. ^'.. in llie niontli ot |une. iSoc.

a scries ot resolutions was passcil autliorizin;.;' a (h\'ision to be

made in three ot the ohl orij^'-jnaj chisscs, nameh'. Kingston. Al-

bany and Hackensack, and lea\in^- onl\' thosi' of New ^'ork and

Xew Brunswick intact. 'I'liese cliani^es were made tor con\'en-

ience of access and lor the ])romotion of clnu'ch extension.

I'he di\'ision of the Chassis of llackensack resulted in the for-

mation of tho^e of Hert^en and Paramus. That act, so far as it

relates to oui' classis, was as follows:

'That the C'hissis of Hackensack l)e divided into two classes.

to be known and disting-uished by the names following;, and to

consist of the congregations subjoinech to wit:

•'I. The Classis of Paramus. to consist ot the congregations

of 'Pa])i)an, Xew Hempstead [Clarkstown ], Schr;ialenl)ergh, Hack-
ensack, Kakiat [West Xew Hem]isteadl. Kamajio. Paramus. .\c-

quackanonck and lotowa. * * --

"'Phat the Classis of Paramus meet on the Hrst I'uesday of

September at lo o'clock a. m. at Paramus, and that Rev. Solomon
Froeligh preach a sermon at said time and ])lace and organize

said Classis.
"

in accordance with this act, representatives of the churches

nameil assembled on the second day of September. .\. I). 1800,

to be organized, in the very ])lace in which we are gathered to-

day to celebrate the event.

The Church of Paramus. though not the oldest of these

churches, was already a venerable organization with three (quar-

ters of a century of her existence completed. I'he old stone

church in which the fathers had worshiped during that period.
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was no loii^-L'i" adLMiuatr. It was IoucIilmI witli (U'ca}' and the

(.onj^nx'^-atiiin liad out^aowii it. Dui'Iul;- tlir l\c\<)luti()nar\- War

it had lii'cn litU' iisc(l as a i)lacc for tlu' salc-kcL'i)iii^- of liritish

ca])ti\'c soldiiTS. Its stont's. tlicrclorL', had licconu' \cvy

sacred, not onI\' liccausc of tlu'ir U>^^'^ use in the SL'i'\ice ol

I'c'li^-ion. Imt also tor the dccide(l paii the_\- had taken in tlie

strut^-^-le tor national freedom. When the oM huildini;- was

demolished these consecrated stones were incori)orated in the

])resent structure, wlncli was erected almost ui)on the same

site. This lia])])ened in the s])i-in^- and summer ol i Soo, and

the Iniildini^- could scarcely ha\-e been com]ileted wdien the

dele^'ates wei'e simnnoned to this ])lace \\)V the or^-am'/.ation

of the classis, l^i^'ht years ay;o the ))resent addition at the rear

was huilt for the accommodation ol the ori^^-an, and some

chan!4-es were made also in the interior a|)])()intments during- a

time of g'eneral re]iair in 1873, hut in substance, lorm and ap-

pearance the building- is essentialh' the same as it was at the

time of its erection a century atro. wlien the classis was or^-an-

i/.ed. It is the only church in the classis, now in use, which was

erected so earh'. d'hese facts haye made it i)eculiarly httin^Li;

that the ])resent celebration should be held in this placi'.

We are warranted in the belief that a lar^-e con^^-reij^aticm

witnessed the orij^anization, for it took jilace in the midst ot the

miiJ^htiest work of i^M-ace cxl'T manifested in this re^^ion. The

l)lace ^yas beinj^ shaken by the Holy S]iirit. like Jerusalem

on the day of Pentecost. Out of a s])arse country popu-

lation nearly three hundred souls ^yere s^atheretl in the year

jirecedins:,;- and that \\duch followed the ori^-ani/.ation ot the classis,

and the church became. thr()uy;h these accessions, the stronj^-

est numericalh' in this ]iart of the country. It is interestins^

to notice th-'d the classis, which was destined to bear a

leading; ]Kirt in the relit^^ious de\'elo])ment of an important section

of our countrw and to endure trials and afllictions in its earliei"

career of e.\traordinar\' se\'erity and oxercome them, was born in

an atmosphere of ]-)ra\-er and re\'i\al, and ba])tized with the s^-race

and ]H)wer of the Tloh' (Ihost. ITie sermon on the occasion

was preached, as S\'nod had directed, b\- the Rew Solomon

"roeliiLi^li. of Hackensack-, from Col. 2: 5. "I^'or thou,L;li 1 be ab-

sent in the Hesh, yet am I with \'ou in the sju'rit, joyiny; and

beholdinj^ your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
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TIk' roll call >.hi)\\i.'(l ihal the niiK' cliiirclu-s were rt-prc-

scnti'd as follows:

••
I Lukcnsack and Schraak'iil>i.'r^'. K(.'\'. Solomon I*"roeli^-ii.

l-'.l(K-r, ( iarrcl l)cr\'i.'a.

.\ch(|uackcminch ami I'otoa. I\r\. I Iciirinis Scliooiiiiiakcr.

|-.l(k'r. I'aulus Paulison.

Ixachcat aiul l\ania|iou^li. Kcx. < iroTL^c' ^ . ISriiikc'rlioH'. l'',l(lei".

|o>i.'|lll ( loL'tsiiis.

i'aranius, Kcw W'illK'lnuis l-'.ltin!:^c. I'.ldcr. Abraham W'cs-

tcrvclt. Ks(|.

Tappaii ami Clarkstowii. I'-lik-r, Touiiis T. Tolnian."

I'Ik' 1\c\'. Nicholas LansiiiL;-. of ihc churches of Tapitaii and

C'larkslowii, who was tlu' oiilv absent one. was detained by ill-

ness. The chissis considerateh' renio\-ed to his church at Tap-

pan on the second da\' of the session that he iniL^ht be jjresent.

I'he I\ev. (ieorgeC. Brinkerlioff was elected the rirst presi-

dent. The l\e\\ W'ilhelnius Mltini^e was chosen stated clerk and

(piestor.

-Vt'ter the adoption of rules of order the classis l)eg'an its

career of business 1)\' performing- its most characteristic act—the

e.vaniination. in oui" [present form, of a student, and his licensure

to i^reach the (iospel. That student was Henry Ostrander, a

name now of sacred memory. The second and third acts were

almost e<piallv characteristic—the adjustment of two cases of

discipline, which came u]i from the churches. In these, excom-

munication of the offender was in eacli case recommended.

The fourth act provided for the est^iblishment of special

catechetical classes for the instruction of the colored people.

The session lasted two (lavs and other matters of g;rave import

were considered, which will re(]uire our notice hereafter. The

minutes of the classis are all written in Eny^lish, are in a g-ood

state of preservation, and are comjiiete and jjcrtect from the dav

of ort^anization to the ]iresent.

II

AXTF.CKDKXTS OF THK CI.ASSIS

/. The Earliest History of the Origi)ial Clmrcltes.

The history of the churches, which orig-inaliy composed
the classis, carries us back to the earliest settlement of New



^n HIMdkV i)K THK CI.ASSIS OK I'AKAMIS

\'()rl< ami New 1ci>l'\-. Il would he superriuous tor us to ciitLT

u]ion an account of those early exents. or to furnish in this dis-

course the details of the earliest ])lantint^ ujion these shores ol

the Reformed faith. A brief rov^Wf' of the leading: ecclesiastical

facts will suftice to show the connection of our classis with the

y;-reat past.

The exploration of the Hudson river by .^ir Henry Hudson,

while in the enii)lo\- of the Dutch I'.ast India Conniany. was the

rilK KiiV. 1IF..NKV O.SIKANIJKK

means under I'rovidence. of interesting^ the i^'-overnment and

people of the Netherlands, and es])ecially the merchants of .\m-

sterdam. in this new world. 'I'hey saw an opportunity for estab-

lishing a very profitable trade in furs, and ships were sent over

for this purpose and trading posts established on each side ot the
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r'wcv. I'o |)|-(ilrcl llii> IraiU' ;i lorl wa-- hiiill ii: i 'i i 4 at tlu' lirad

of iiavii^alioii at Alhaiiw calK'd I'Orl ( )i"aiii^i.-. No atk-nipl was

madi' toward the plantiii";- ol a coloiix' or tin,- inaus^uratioii of

a^i-ii.-ullui\- till after 1621. At tlial limr tlu- Dutch West India

C'ompaiu' was eharteiwl li\' liu' llolland ^;o\ei"imieiit and in-

\"esti'(l with \er\- j^Te'at powers. It had lull authorit\' to L'stah-

lish eoh)iiies and to defend and ^'oxern them. Its supei-\ision of

theii" intei'nal ahairs e.xtendeil not onl\' to matters civil and eom-

nu-reial. hut e\en to tlie eallin<^- ol ministei's and the i.'xanLi'eliza-

tion of the sa\a^-e natives. l-'.mis^ration from the Netherlands to

these shores now ijet^an, and in 162^) the eom])an\' estahlislu'cl

its authoritx' here bv the erection ol the famous fortress, called

Fort .\msterdam. at the conlluence of the North and Kast rivers.

This work was completed in 162S. and in the same vear the tu'st

Reformed Dutch churcli in this countr\- was org-anizctl I'his

churcli is now represented 1)\' a number of con^-ret^ations h)cated

in different parts of the city of New \'ork. all operatini.^ under the

same ancient coi'poration, and k'nown as the C'olles^iate Re-

I'ormed Dutch Church. In the establisliment of that churcli we

see the Reformed t'aith of Holland rekindled on our own shores,

'i'hat faith liad carried the Dutch Keimblic triumphantl}' throu^'h

the fiercest wars and ])ersecutions. It had enabled her to with-

stand the rtres of the .'>i)anish Incpiisition. and to v'ancpiish the

armies of Spain in the da\' of their greatest power. It raised the

little Re])ublic to a position of eminence and glory, and made

her the best exponen.t in Kurope of liberty, toleration and enlight-

enment. Carried hither in the heai'ts of her emigrant sons and

daughters, that taith had now come to do its jiart in shaping the

destinies of a greater l\eiud)lic and to h)ster a pure sjiiritual life

on a broader field.

l-"rom this time forth the settleme:it of the colon)- and the

planting of churches went rapidly forward h)r a ])eriod of thirty-

six \-ears. These were the only years of the Church's opportu-

nitv for growth from abroail. and the}' were full\- improved. It

is estimated that during that brief time, ten tliousand Hollanders

braved the dangers of the .Vtlantic in frail sailing vessels and

sought homes in these wilds. s])reading out over the valley ol

the Hudson, on I.ong Island, and in New jersey.

Wherever there were ])eople enough a church was planted.

Eleven were established during those thirty-six years as t\)ll()ws:
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Xcw \"()ik. ilizS; Albany. i'i|2: Ikishwick. Flatbush. Matlaiuls

anil New Aiiistcl. 1^154; ( jra\'cscn<l. i'^>55: Kint^-sti)n. i^i^i^: Hcrj^j^eii,

ISrooklvn and Harluni. 1660.

-Ministers were very difficult to ohtain. The C'lassis of

Amsterdam was able to furnish thirteen in all during the thirty-

six years, only seven of whom were in service at the ch)sc of that

period. When no regular minister could be had the churches

maintained dexotional services by themselves and found spiritual

edification in having printed sermons read to them. There was

every ])ros])ect at that time that the Reformed denomination,

hrst and alone ujxMi the grouml. would become one of the great

leading churches in this land. This would undoubtedly have

])een the case had the Holland emigration continued: but an

event occurred at that time which shattered these hopes, pros-

trated the colony as a Holland enterprise, and. but for the

pluck and perseverance of the Holland nature, would have oblit-

erated the Reformed Church. That event was the forcible

seizure and usurpation of the colony and all that belonged to il

bv the English in 1664.

The Dutch West India Company had been unsuccessful com-

mercially and became bankrupt. The colony, therefore, was

neglected bv its ])r()i)er guardians. The English, taking ad\'an-

tage of these circumstances, sent an armed fleet to the har-

l>or of Xew Amsterdam and demanded the surrender of the

colony. There were no means of defense and everything fell

into their hands. 'The result of this was that Tlolland emigra-

tion ])ractically ceased, and was not resumed in any consider-

alile degree for two hundred years. Immigrants from England

and other lands now tiocked in. An English cha])lain set up an

J'^piscopal service, using the Reformed church. which was

offered for the purpose. Presbyterian churches were started on

Eong Island. Churches of other orders were in due time organ-

ized. Ours were now handicapped by the use of the Holland

language, not understood by the newer imndgrants. Still, with

all external sources of increase cut off, these churches, instead ot

dwindling and dying, lived and multi]>lied. and became, under

the providence of God. ])owert"ul factors in the de\el()])ment ot

the religious and intellectual life of the commonwealths in which

they were planted.

The Church of liergen has been mentioned as existing jire-
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\ii)U>l\' l<) llu' siiiTiMidrr lo llu' l''.iiu;lisli. It was tlu' carlirst

or^-ani/alioii within llir limits ol W'W |ri'sc'\-. and inaintainrd its

cxislriu'i.- with a <^'
1 ik-i^Ti'i.' ol spiritual liir and "growth tor

iiiiK't\- yi.'ai-s without i.-\rr lia\in^- a sfttliMJ niiinstcr. 'The ohk-r

church ol I lacl<t.'nsaci<, which w;is lornu'iU' in coniu-ction with

tliis classis. Iiut si,'ci_'di.'d in |N.>2, was oi';^-aiii/A'd in lAS^, and was

the" second loiaucd within tla' stale. Thcchui'di ol .\c(| uacka-

n(ud<. oi't;ain'/.cd in i^u^j;. was thr thii'd. Ia|i|)an. in tlic state of

New \ orl<, came next in i^i(;4. I'he remaimkTol our oriL^inal

churches wei\" started in the loliowin^- centnrw

IlithiTto all our Reloi-med ministers had been sent from

Flolland and were members ol the (lassis ol Amsterdam. IJiere

were no ecclesiastical oi'^'ani/.ations in this countr\' except the

indi\idual consistories, and. tlierelore. no |)ower to create a

minister. With tlie cessation of the Holland emii^ration this

want soon liecame deeph' lelt. ()nl\' one (hil\' commissione(l

man arri\'ed during- llie next twelve years, and the wdiolc

nunil)er of ministers was lor a lon^;' time reduced to three. The

K])isc()palians had one cler<^vnian, wlio was thi." chaplain ot the

Kn^'lish troops.

Notwithstanding- tliese adx'crse circumstances. Reformed

churches were multiplied in this state and in otlier rey^ions. till,

in 1700. thirtv-six \'ears after the surrender, there were twenty-

nine in all. and ten ministers. l'"i\-e years later the ministry had

decreased to six. and main- of the churches could secure ]~)reach-

in^- onl\- two or three times a year. This state ot thinj^s leil

man\' to wish that the .\merican churclies could become inde-

pendent of the mother church in Holland, and obtain the rii^'ht

to educate and ordain their own ministers. No decisi\'e steps

were taken, ho\ve\'er. in that direction, tor a ii^eneration to come.

in the meantime, a L^'-reat spiritual awakening- throu^:;hout the

countrv occurreil. The Rew Theodore j. T'reliny-huysen came

tVom Holland in 1720. and inaug-urated his transformins^ work in

central New lersev. the blessed effects of wdiicli were felt thro u,>^h-

out the land; and, b\- 1737. thirty-si.x additional churches had

been formed, briny-ini;- the total u]) to sixty-ti\-e. ( )f these ac-

cessions two were orig'inal constituents of this classis. namely,

the older church of Schraalenburti:h in 1725, wdiich afterward

seceded, and I'aramus, which was ory-am'zed not later than that

year.
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During- that |)L'ri()(l of internal cnlar^-cmcnt. a few ministers

had licen iiuhiced to coiiu' Ironi lloUaiuh and a lew voun^^ men
had been sent to lioUand. at threat i"isk and expense, for

ordination, and had returned. \'et the ehurclies were more than

three times as numerous as tlie ministers: besides, each church

stood practically alone, with no local bond ol union or co-

operation sa\'e theii" common ori^^'in and lanj^uat^e. l'",arnest and

pro^-ressi\-e men, therelore. belie\'ed that the time had come to

form some kind of local organization, and to take measures for

educating; and ordainim;' a ministry amon^- themselyes. This

]iroposal, though favored b\' a larj^e majority of ministers and

people, ([uickly deyelo])etl an o[)posin^- n^inority of yery deter-

mined character, bent upon clinL'-in<r to Holhuul, and recotrnizine:

no minister e.xce]it such as had come into the office through the

hand of a Holland classis. The tremendous strug-y^le attending-

this advance mo\'ement, mai"ks the next era in the earl\- history

(.)f our churches.

2. The Struggle for tlir RigIII of .biierican ()rd/nation.

The matter took form in 1737. when, with the apjirobation

and, indeed, at the suggestion of the Classis of Amsterdam, it

was proposed to organize the ministers and churches into an

association, to be called a "C'cetus,"—a body haying the general

torm of a classis, but with \'ery limited ]")()\\'ers. Two con\'en-

tions were held in Xew York to consider the matter, and at the

latter one, in the s])ring of 173S, a ]ilan was ]ierfected and sent

to Holland for approval. The Classis of .Amsterdam now took

nine years to decide what to do in the ])renuses, being influenced

some\yhat by the o]iposition wdn'ch had arisen in this country,

and possibly by a little jealousy of their own power and authority.

At length, in 1747, the act of approyal was receiyed. It was

soon found, howexer, that this concession was inadetjuate to giye

the relief the churches neeiled, for the ( "lassis of Amsterdam ])ro-

ceeded at once to deny the right of the C'oetus to examine and

ordain candidates for the ministry without its special consent, and

then notified it not to ask such consent. Hut this was the very

power which the churches needed. It was therefore proposed

l)y the Coetus of 1753, to assume the bill i)owers of a classis.

The matter was sent down to the churches tor their ad\-ice. and
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carried 1)\' a lari^c inajoiitN' in tlu- session ol May 30, 1755.

TIk'h I)a\i(l Marinus, |. M. ( loetscliius and others were ordained

witliont llic- consent ol tlu' loieii^n elassis. In tlu- meantime tlu-

niinorilv had ht^'come sti'enuon> and liiltei' in thi'ii' o|)|)o>ition.

Thev. too. heeame organized nnder the name ot ••( onterentie.

and were \iolentl\- opposed to e\ery measine ot progress and

every change taxored hy the Cietns. It is said that •'hy the

ancient C'cniterentie part\' tiie <loctrine ol the- new liii'tli was

exceedins^lv ridiculeil. as was also e\i)eriinental religion, iamil)'

worslii]-) and pra\-er meidin^-s. and that the ancient ('<t'tus

ministers dwelt much on these spiritual subjects, and were hated

and ridiculed on account of il.
"* Another writi-r sa_\'s: ••it seems

at least to be certain that in souic sections of the church what-

ever the ostensible pretenses may ha\'e been, the threat contest ol

Coetus and C'or.ferentie was. in fact, a strui^s^le of formalism

against vital (godliness, of the law of progress against the inertia

engendered by an ailmiration of the past. It was the s])irit ot

this age and of this land, fighting for liberty, when the attem]it

was made to bind it down by forms, customs and \-eneration toi'

the fatherland." t

'I'he conflict thvis induced not only agitated the church at

large. Init disrupted individual congregations, retarded their

progress and stifled in a great measure their spiritual life. At

tirst the Coetus only was ofticially recognized b\- the Church ot

Holland, but after the Conferentie was fully organized, the C'lassis

of Amsterdam opened a correspondence with it also, so that,

instead of no local organization, there were now two, each

claiming to be the governing body and to represent the whole

Church. The Coetus. because of its assumjUion of classical pre-

rogatives, fell out of favor with the Classis of Amsterdam and the

Synod of North Holland, and those bodies now gave their official

recognition and endorsement to the Conferentie. The conflict

thus grew hotter than ever. The members of individual con-

gregations arrayed themselves on the side ot one body or the

other, and it seemed as though the churches were hopelessly

rent into fragments.

For exam]>le. the churches of Hackensack and Schraalen-

burgh were under one pastor, but each congregation now became

*C' T. Demaresi's ". Lamentations over Dr. S. Froeligh," p. 6u. t Dr. A. Messler's '-Pastor's

.Memorial." p. 43.
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(lixidril iiiti> two ]);irtii.'>. riion llic tlissciitiiiL;' Ixxh- in each

cliurcli joined in calling- a second ])ast()r —one who was in har-

mony with their \iews. I'he two ministers ])reached alternately

in each ot' the churches lor man\' \'ears. under conditions of most

unseemlv rixalrw Tliev were under the same corporatii^n and

])aid I'rom the same treasury. }'et the audiences in each jilace were

as distinct. unmin<^''lin^- and liostile. as thous^h thev were two

armies in battle arrav. Similar conditions existed in manv other-

cong-re^-ations. though not always resultini^ in such comiilete

schism. That a i^-roui) of churches ])lanled in a wilderness. ])rac-

ticallv cut off from the s\'mpathy of the religious WDrld and from

foreijj^n sources of increase. s]ieakin!^ a stranti^e tong-ue. living under

an unfriencHv government devoted to ri\al interests, could endvu'e

such a trial oi' internal contention for nearly a generation and

still survive and even grow, is evidence of a remarkable vitality.

and ]iroduces a conxiction that (iod was leading them through

great trials to iirejKLre them tor a special mission, which may
e\-eii vet lie largely in the future.

The period of agitation and struggle l)etween the two

opposing parties continued for about twenty-five years from the

hrst authorization of a Coetus, and sixteen years from its assump-

tion of the powers of a classis. During that time, in s]iite of

all the unfavorable circumstances, about forty additional churches

were organized, bringing the whole number up to about one

hundred. Among these accessions were two of the original con-

stituents of our classis. Clarkstown. X. ^'.
. in 1749, and Totowa

in 175;. I he whole number of ministeis in the country Avas

thirty-four.

J. Tlie Reconciliation of i'/'/2. and the Independent Chnicli.

At length, in 1772. (iod A\as pleaseil in His gracious provi-

dence to bring to His churches a com]ilete reconciliation and

imion. and to ])ut them upon a liasis of ])ermanent jirosperity.

This He did by establishing them under an inde]iendent consti-

tution and government, which in all essential features were the

same as those under which we are working at the present time.

The way to this blessed i-esult had been i)repared i)\- the prudent

labors of the Re\s. Theodore hrelinghyusen (a son of Theodore

|. before mentioned). |acob K. ilardenbergh. Samuel \'erbryck ot
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rappan, and olIuTs; l>ul liir cliirl a^riit in its llnal i.-onMnnnia-

lioii was I )r. |(>lin II. I .i\ in^sti m. wiioni ( iod sccius tn lia\'e

raised up lor this \\m\' puiposc. lit.' was Imhh in llns i-ountiv at

PouyhkcL'psir, educaU'd al NaU- ('olk'^c i>nt sliidird lln'oloiCN' in

liolland and was iiet-'used 1)\' the ( lassis ( )l AnistLTdain. I Ic was

a man ot iaii^c' cndownuMils. ample leainiiiL;'. clear and deeidetl

()])ini()ns. x'et lilled with tlu- spirit of prudence and eoneiliation.

lie k'lt it to lie his peculiar nnssion iVoin the lie^-innin^' of his

career, to r(.'concile and pacil\' the Anu'rican chuiches and pi.'r-

haps to secure their in(k'pi.'ndence.

While he was in liolland ])ursuin^' his studies, the ('<etus,

in 17^)^1. under the lead of \'erl)r\'cl< of ra])pan. secured, after

years of toilsome eiloi't. a charter for an acadenu' in New [ersev.

This was the forerunner ol tlie more liberal chai'ter (granted lour

years later, in 1770, for (^)ueen's (now Kut^-ers) Collej^'e. The

lirst meeting,'' of the trustees of that institution was held at Hack-

ensack. and as the charter did not determine the- location. New
Brunswick secured it only by obtaining- the lart^er sul)-

scri|)tions tor its endowment. The procuring; of these charters

tor the puriiose. primarily, of trainint^- a natixe ministry

for our churches, stimuhitetl all ])arties to incpiire more

earnestU' h)r some l)asis of union; and just in that year,

Septend)er 2, 1770, Liyini^ston ap]ieared from Holland, under a

cah from the Church in New York, brint^iny^ with him a plan h)r

a imion. which had been appro\'ed prox'isionally b\- the authori-

ties in Holland. After a year of correspondence on the sul)ject,

a conx-ention was called l)y Liyinsj;-ston and his consistory, wliich

met in New York. ( )ctober 15. 1771. Iwentx'-two ministers, out

of thirty-h)ur in all, were present, also twenty-h\-e elders from the

one hundred churches, 'i'hey re]iresented in fair jiroixjrtion the

Coetus, Conferentie and Neutrals. Li\iny;ston was chosen presi-

dent. The spirit of peace prevailed. aiid the ix'sult was that the

l^lan before mentioned as brous^ht tVom Holland was adopted

unanimouslv with wry slij^^ht alteration, and sent down to the

churches and also to the C'lassis of .Vmsterdam for ratitication.

The plan pro\ided for the ort^anization of the churches on a

|)ractically inde]K'ndent basis, after the m.aimer of the church in

Holhnul. I'here were to be one t^eneral bodw afterward called a

Synod, and tiye ])articular boilies. afterward called Classes. l'"ull

power of self-government and discipline was granted, and, what
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\\a> most ini])()rtaiil, the rii^^ht to cxaiiiiiu' and ordain candidates

loi- the nnnistr\' was tullv conceded.

I'wo \'ears later, on |une if), 1772. another con\'ention was

held, and the answer of the C'lassis ol' Amsterdam was read. It

was a warm, alTectionatL- and cordial ai)])i"()\-al of all the former

C()n\-ention liad done, and certified that the class-is had ratitieil the

entire ])lan \\'ithont a woi-d of chani;-e and hv a unanimous \'ote.

'I'hc delegates to the conxention now suhscrihed to the "I'lan ol"

Union'' and ]irovi(led tor obtaining- the subscription ol those not

]>resent; and b\' this act our Kelormed ('hui"ch h)r tlu' tirst time

trained its rightful ])lace in this land as an army of the Lord, free,

iiulependent of foreign control and united. She has ne\'er failed

to acknowledge her obligations to the C'lassis of Amsterdam, nor

to feel a hearty lo\'e for that venerable body; but, couUl the

churches have united in assuming indejiendence a hundred years

earlier, when the imndgration ceased, it would doubtless ha\'e

been in many ways to the advantage of our denomination.

The complete organization of theC'hmx'h, in accordance with

the pro\'isions of the "Plan of I'nion, " was speedily effected, and

the five particular bodies were formed, which resulted in the ti\'e

original Classes, of New York, Kingston, Albany, New Brunswick

and Hackensack. With the last of these only is this history con-

cerned, for to the C'lassis of Hackensack all the original con-

stituents of our classis belonged until our own was formed.

/. The Classis of Hackensack.

Tins C'lassis was organized with sexenteen cliurches, thirteen

of which were in the proxince of Xexx' |ersey, and lour in that ol

New York. As gixen bx' Dr. 'I'axdorin his ".Annals ol the C'lassis ol

Ik^rgen," they were 'l^aramus, l^)m))ton. Totoxxa, Ackcpiackanonk,

Hackensack (two), Schraalenberg (two). Second Rix-er, I'er-

sippany. Ponds, Bergen, KngHsh Neighborhood, Tappan, Nexx-

Hem])stead [C'larkstoxvn
J.

Kakijat [West Nexx' Hem])stead|, and

Staten Island.'

The C1uu-ch of West Nexv llem]>stead xx'as organized and

receix'ed into the classis in 1773, a year after the adoption ot the

"Plan ofUnion." Later, in 1785. the Church of Ramapaugh \x-as

formed and added to the classis. J'his completed the list of oui-

ori</-inal churches.
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I lu' ('luii\'li 1)1 SiiiMU- l\i\i'i- \\;i> ri';ill\- (U^aiii/cd a \-i'ai-

''^""li*-'!'- in i7''^4. I'lit mnaiiictl or^aiiicall \' coiiiHTtrd witli

I'ai'ainus. Wliilr tlu' two (.-oiii^iX'^alioiiN wcii' (|iiili.' diNliiu-l as

worshiping- assomltlio, and ci^hl nu'inlirrs of i.-()iisisl()r\- were
chosen Irom each, yi.'l lhe\' consliluled one corpoi'at ion, one
consistory and one pastoi'al chait^e. The nanii' of Saddle Ki\ei',

thereh)i'e, ne\er appeared upon the roll ol tlie ('lassis ol llacken-

sack, nor did il appear upon thai of the Classis of I'ai'amus till

iSii. when that church assumed a separate and indepeiident lit'e.

I he records ol the Classis of llackeiisack are said to he in a

^"ood stale ol preservation from 1773 till its dissolution in 1800.

\N ith the exception of the last \'ear. these i"ecords were kept in

the Hutch lan<4-uai:;e.

I'pon the assunijition ol' independence 1)\- the Church at

laro^e. many (piestions arose and demanded settiemeid, which, in

\iew ol past diHei'enci.'s upon those \er\- subjects, re(piired most

])rudent and delicati.' handling'. The establisluuent of a school

ot theolos^-)-, on conditions that would secure (general consent,

was one ot tlie most dil'Hcult of tliese matters. Il was vitally in-

\-oi\-ed in the old disi)ute between the C'oetus and Conferentie. Not

much ])ro^ress was made toward its settlement for a numl)er of

_\-ears. and students were left to i)ursue their theoloy^ical studies

with indi\-idual pastors desit^nated for that pur]H)se in different

parts of the Chiu"ch. The chief reason of this delay was the

outbreak of the Revolutionary War. and the tremendous political

disturbances which jireceded it. 'I'here is abundant e\-idence that

our Reformed C'liurches bore a noble part in that yreat strugg-le.

Their ]niliiits rang- with the fervid utterances of patriotism and

liberty. Their church editices were wdlling-ly surrendered, when
necessary, to the use of the American army. .\lmost every

ancient church and community has its traditions of thrillins^ events

connected A\'it]i those times. ()ften pastors and people were

compelled to flee from their homes to escape their enemies. The

capture of Major John Andre, his trial held in the old church of

I'appan. (because the court house had been ]irevious]y burned.)

and his execution on the height near that villag-e, are well known
to every one. So also is the famous courtship of Aaron Burr at

Paramus. \\-hen the whole region in whicli the lady lived was

under the control and strict surveillance of the enemy. The
graveyard adjoining- this church is largely tilled with the bodies
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of solilicrs of the Kc\<)lution. maiiv of them niarkctl witli a

fra_s^niLMU of conmion >toiK' on wliicli. in some cases, tlie year oiily

is rudel\- eai'ved. It is l)elie\e(l tliat the dust of many British

sohliers also, tlie xictims of that confhct. lie there in (graves un-

marked.

Xotwitlistandin^- the excitements, alarms and inlerru])ti()ns

of those years, the classis held its meeting's regularly and diligently

watched over the interests of the se\-eral churches under its

care. Much attention was given to matters of discipline and

the adjustment of dit'ticulties in the churches, and. in some cases,

between the miidsters. In 17S2 a system ot church \-isitation

was adoi)ted. and careful in()uiries were made 1)}- the visitors

into the contiition of the churches. The ])astors and con-

sistories resjiontled to the inquiries, and all matters of imjiort-

ance were reported to the classis.

"During tlie war efforts were made by the classis and consist-

ories to ascertain the wants, both temporal and si>iritual. of the

scattered families of the congregations, many of whom had tied

into the interior of the country. Communications from the classis

embodying the reports from the churches on this behalf, were sent

up to the General Synod, detailing the hardshi])s they were en-

during and the yarious measures oi the pastors, elders and deacons

to ^yatch oyer and comfort those of their congregations to whom
access could be had.

"The minutes show that prevailing sins receiyed open and

fearless rebuke in that classis, and abuses of the ordinances of

God's house Avere not conniyed at but reproved. Deservingly

pious young men were encouraged in the prosecution of their

studies, and several were licensed to preach the (iospel ot the

l)lessed God, some of wdiom became burning anil shining

lights in the church." *

At length, with the close of the eighteenth century, the

work of that classis, faithfully performed in war and ])eace. came

to an end. and with the ilawning of the new century, the Classis

of Paramus with that (^f Bergen succeeded to its resjionsibilities.

The names of the venerated fathers in the ministry, who serxed

our original churches before this classis was lormed. will be pre-

sented anil their work noticed, we presume, in connection with

the hist(jrv of the churches in whicli tliey ser\-ed. But there are

*See 'ravlor's •Ainials of the Cla.ssis of Bergen," pp. 27, 38.
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llii'ri.' |)it)iK'i.'r> who ^lioiiltl Ih' im'iitioiK'd lu'ic', Iwo ol wliniu

liaxiii^' M.'i'\(.'(l ;i> sii|)i)lii.> onlw in;i\' iidI \>c wicvwA to l'Isc-

\\hd\':

As early as i^Sf). llic l\e\. IV-U-r IV'ssclu'iiinacki-i" orLfani/.cd

IIk' Church ol I laekeiisack with lhiit\--thi\'i' i.'oniiiiuiiii.'aiils. and

contimu'd to >u|)|)l\' them occasionall \' till \(>X>). lie also

piX'aelu'd in othei' adjoiniuL;- setlleiuents. lie, was, no douht,

one ol the \ei'\" lii"st to |H"eaeh thi' (io>])e! in the tield now oeeu-

|»ie<l li\' this elassis. lie was a Hollander. i_'diiealed at the

rni\ersit\' ol I'lreeht, lull eaine to this eoiuitr\' unordained. The

l)eo])le of New Aiustel. Del.. !:^-i"eatl\' desii^ed him for their minis-

ter, and in the e.\ti"eme scareilv of Dutch ndnisters there hein^'

oid\- lour in .\meriea,—the ,<;'o\'ernoi" of the colonw i^'Jy. autlior-

ized these ministei"s lo j^et lo^-ether and exandne. and. if lound

(|ualilied. to ordain him to the ministr}'. He was thus the first

one onhdned in America without the consent of the elassis in

Holland. This was nearly a centur\' before a ( 'letus was th(.)U^-ht

of, hut the elassis ratitied the act, so that it was not regarded as a

]irece(lent. After serxdng the Church of New Amstel four years.

he went to the Church in Schenectach' in if)<S2. and durin<^- his

nunistrv there x'isited this field. Ki^'ht \-ears later he was slain

l)y Indians in the bloody massacre which occurred at that ])lace

at midniti^ht. l^'ebruary 8, 1690. He was one of sixt}' wlio were

cruelly murdered, his wife and two colored servants being- also

among- the victims. The leaders of the raid had given orders to

spare his life, but he was killed and his house set on hre before

he was recognized.

The name of Rudoljihus ^'an Varick also appears in connec-

tion \\'ith the Hackensack Church as an occasional supply from

1687 to 1689. His sphere of activity was in Brooklyn ar.d the

Long Island churches, but he found time to come to New Jersey

occasionally. He had the courage of his convictions and ii-i

common with all the Dutch niinisters. he opposed openly tlie

usurpation of tlie go^'ernment of Xew York by one Leisler, at the

time of the accession of William and Mary to the British throne.

For a time Van Varick sought refuge from his persecutors in Del-

aware. ( )n his return in 1690, he was arrested with great vio-

lence by the usurjier and cast into prison for six months. After-

\vards, charged with speaking treasonable words, he was hned

;^8o by a pretended judge and sentenced to be deposed from the
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mini^ti-)- and iinpri^oiKMl till ihe rinc sliouM In,' paid. dood hail

was rctuscd. At last lie was released, without tine, hut died in

i(h)4 Jroni the injuries received. 'I"he usurper was deposed and

executed.

Tile tirst rej^'-ular ])astor settled within what is now the state

ot New jersey and the adjoinini^ counties of ( )ran,i^^e. and Rock-
land. X. \'., was theg-odly and dexoteil (iuilliani Bartholf. I'Voni

this name, therefore, starts all the ecclesiastical history of this

reg-ion. 'I'liis man was from i6(;4 to 1724. the i)astor of the

Churches ol Mackensack and .Vcipiackanoids. and at the same
time the actinsj^ pastor of the Church of Tajipan, hut his services

extentled to all the churches in this state, and as tar as 'I'arrv-

town, X. N'. .Ml the Holland people within those bounds re-

garded him as their ])astor. He first came to this country in

1683 or 1684. and became in due time a ••\^)()rleser" or public

reader, and a schoolmaster in Hackensack. .\fter the org-anization

of the Church of .\c(|uackanoid< in i(n)^. that church united with

flackensack in sending him to Holland for ordination. He was
the second one thus sent abroad for that purpose. On his return

in 1694, fully inx'ested with the ministerial office, he assumed the

pastoral charge of the churches named, which continued thirtv

years. For the half of this period he stood alone, without a

colleague in all this wide field: and his zerd and widespread ac-

tivity in ministering the (iospel to these scattered settlements,

laid the toundation tor many a church, which has been a fountain

ot blessing to this day. He is said to ha\e been "in possession

ot a mild and jdacid eloquence, which ])ersuaded by its gentle-

ness, and attracted by the sw'eetness which it distilled and the

holy sa\'()r of ])iety which it diffused." I'radition credits

him with thirteen children. His biography as given in the "His-

tory of 'I'appan Church" by Dr. David Cole, traces the lines ot'

eight, and shows that his descendants are ainong us still, a

mighty host, now allied apparently with all the old families of

Bergen county, embracing such names as Terhune, Blauvelt,

Bogert, Ackerman, Haring, Zal)riskie. Demarest, Banta, Ro-

maine, Hopper and many others. So the memory of the just is

blessed.
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III.

I UK DKVKI.OI'.^IKNT OK TIIK TLASSIS.

I. A Hopeful Outlook.

When tliis Classis bej^an its career in 1800, our country was in

a state of peace, the (. hurcli (juiet, fairly united and hopeful. A

church constitution had been perfectctl and a General Synod or-

ganized. Measures were being taken to endow a Theological Semi-

nary. A number of sons of the Church had entered the ministry,

others were preparing for it, and great revivals of religion had come
to many of the churches resulting in the addition of large numbers

to their communion. A spirit of hojiefulness, therefore, pervaded

the denomination and was shared to the full by our Classis, for

some of our Churches had been conspicuous as centers of re-

vival. The nine congregations, or ten counting Saddle River,

constituted five pastoral charges of two congregations each, and

were well manned with educated ministers. They weie diligent

and fearless in the use of discipline for the suppression of sin,

and were already devising plans for the education both of white

and colored people, for the prevention of intemperance and the

support of foreign missions.

In iSio the Classis first required an annual report of the

statistics ot the Churches, showing their spiritual condition.

This was in accordance with an act of General Synod passed

the same year. The table upon the next page exhibits these

statistics as far as they were submitted in 181 1. West New
Hempstead did not report until 1812. Totowa till 1815.

Though everything seemed favorable for rapid growth and

prosperity, yet the event showed that God's ways are not as

ours. He saw tit in His wisdom to put this Classis to a severe

test and cause it to walk in the fiery furnace for many days. The
trial consisted in the violent conflict of views and feelings which

attended the schism of 1822, when two of our former Churches,

those of Hackensack and Schraalenburgh, seceded from the de-

nomination, and, under their leader, the Rev. Solomon Froeligh,

made a strenuous effort either to carry the Churches of the

Classis with them, or to disrupt and disintegrate them. Though
the first design failed and the latter only partially succeeded,



50 HISTORY OK IHE CI.ASSIS OK PAKAMIS

FIRST S TATIS ri'"AL REPORT MADE KV THE CHURCHES TO CI.ASSIS, A. D. 1811.

Reed. Bapt.

CHURCHES. S 2 -^ "S ! I L 1 z 'B 3

Acquackanonk igo 1002 - 04 . . . ?i

Hackensack 100 4=,() 2 i 1 2 144 i 27

Schraalenburgh 117 54s i 11 3 4 ? 163 ... 19

Tappan 172 Soi 62 6 3 234 i 42

Clarkstown 213 913 4 . . 3 - 77 i 36

Paramus 300 2000 12 2 6 3 4 431 2 50

Ramapo 150 S3 7 3 3 2 09 . . . 39

Kakiat or West
New Hempstead" <J- 539 -^ i i S2 . . . 23

Toto\va+ "3 f'*>(> - - 9" • • 33

Warwick ^

"Report of 1812. tReportof 1815. tNo Report.

yet the agitation and distraction prodticed by these attempts

paralyzed the spiritual life of the Churches during the first half of

the century and brought almost to a standstill their outward

growth.

SeA'enty-eight years have passed away since the secession

was declared. All who had any actiA^e part in it are in eternity.

The True Reformed Dutch Church, so called, which sprung out

of it, has ceased to exist as such. Whatever may remain of it

has been absorbed into other bodies. Some of the Churches have

been twice transformed and are like the knife that had been di-

vested first of its blade and then of its handle. The time has

come, therefore, when a generation having no personal interests

to promote or injure, and no memories to be painfully awakened,

can look upon these events purely as matters of history, with no

other feelings than those called forth by the solemn warnings

and instructions which the history may bring to them.
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2. 1 he Secession of 1822. Its Causes.

It is not our intention here to repeat in detail all the events

and circumstances which led up to this movement, for die reason

that they have been (juite fully set forth, with the documents

pertaining- to them, in other accessible publications. The in-

tegrity of this history, however, retpiires that an outline of these

causes, both remote and immediate, be i^resented.

An examination of the various documents shows that as

early as 1748. the two Churches of Hackensack and Schraalen-

burgh which had thus far been under one pastor, called a second

one as colleague to Antonius Curtenius, namely, ). H. Goetschius;

that in due time the people of each Church became separated into

two parties, as each person allied himself with his favorite min-

ister; that Goetschius and his followers then attempted without

the knowledge of the other party to secure a charter by which

they should control the whole property, and that through this act

a feud was started within those Churches which was never

healed.

A little later the factional bitterness thus engendered was
greatly intensified by the famous controversy over American or-

dination already described. One party with its mmister favored

the Coetus, the other the Conferentie: and this itself was con-

sidered a sufficient cause tor breaking off all communication and

fellowship with each other. Each party now followed its own
minister from church to church and counted those of the other

party its enemies.

Still later, in 1756, the Conferentie party in each church

elected a full Consistory from its own members and had them
duly installed by an outside minister. This only added fuel to

the tiame, tor the Cix-tus party now charged the other with

schism, and sought to bring into question their rights in the

property. There were now four organized Churches instead of

two, though they constituted only two corporations as before,

and continued to worship in the same buildings. The two ministers

preached by turns in each building on alternate Sabbaths. This

arrangement continued after the Coetus controversy was ended

and the churches had come under the jurisdiction of the Classis

of Hackensack.

A few years after the two parties in each church had become
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separately org-ani/.ed. the agitations which led to the Revolu-

tionary War came on, and party politics ran high. It so hap-

pened that these hostile factions succeeded in ranging themselves

on opposite sides of the political questions of the day, and now
all the rancor of bitter political partisanship was added to the

strife.

In 1786 the Rev. .^olomon Froeligh was called to the pastor-

ate of the two Churches, represented by the original Coetus Con-

sistories. The Rev. Walmoldus Kuypers was the pastor of the

more recent organizations. ^Ir. Froeligh was a man of respect-

able attainments and fair intellectual abilities. Upon coming

into this troubled field he at first co-operated with the Classis and

.'^ynod in an attempt to heal old wounds, and reunite the shat-

tered congregations. These efforts were, after a few years of

negotiation, temporarily successful, and in 1790, a basis of union

was formally agreed to by the parties and ratified by the

Classis with rejoicings. The two congregations in Hackensack

now united and built a new church edifice on the Green—that in

which the First Reformed Church now worships. But the peace

so hopefully consummated was of short duration. Within five

years INIr. Froeligh changed his mind, and his people sent up a

petition to Classis denouncing the union, and praying for a sep-

aration. Now all old wounds were reopened, and strife and

contention reigned again with renewed virulence. It would be

most amusing if it were not so serious to see Mr. Froeligh preach-

ing on Jer. xv: 19-21, concerning the separation of the precious

from the vile, and gravely assuming that he and his friends were

the "precious," and good old Dominie Kuypers and his people

the "vile." But this was perhaps not more extravagant than his

resort to dreams, both his own and those of his parishioners, to

justify them in undoing the peace and unity of the Churches.

A lightning stroke, which on July 10, 1795, damaged the

steeple of the new church in Hackensack and broke in pieces

the stone containing the inscription, "Befi dracht maakt inacht,'

furnished a portent which, to the disunionists was conclusive as

a divine endorsement of their view. "The triune God," they

said, "has made them two: the fire of grace is on one side and

the fire of rage and discord on the other."*

While matters were in this state of ferment, and before any

*Demarest's Lamentations over Dr. Froeligh. note H, p. 6:
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conclusion was reached, Mr. Kuypci's, who had worthil)- finished

Ills course anil was lull of vears, resij^ncd. I'his was the

sij,'-nal t'oi- another conijilete chang-e of attitude on the part of .Mr.

I'Voelii^h. lie and his people now claimed, most strenuousl\-,

thai the Churches in each place were one, and should not he

separated. .\s the corporation in each place embraced the two

(."onsistories. and these were ot' ecpial numbers, .Mr. Froeli^-h. as

presick'nt ot the corporations, was complete master of the situa-

tion: in e\ er\- ecpuil di\ision his casting vote could decide in

ta\-or ot his own C'onsistorv. and, by refusing);- to call a meeting- of

the corporation, he could p,revent anv action whatever. As he

and his Consistories seemed disposed to use their power to the

utmost, the other Consistories were compelled to seek the inter-

vention of the Classis.

K\en here their appeals were followed by counter appeals

and protests on the part of Mr. Froeligh and his elders. Never-

theless, the Classis and the Particular Synod over-ruled Mr. Froe-

ligh's Consistories and approved a call, made in 1799, upon the

Rev. 1. V. C. Romeyn, to become the successor of Mr. Kuypers.

Mr. l*'roeligh took his appeal from this action to the Cieneral

Synod, and upon l)eing invited to officiate at the installation of

Mr. Romeyn, refused to do so. He thus placed himself and his

Churches in an attitude of open opposition and hostility to his

new colleague and his administration.

Upon the trial of his appeal by the General Synod, in June,

1800. .Mr. Froelig'h was again over-ruled, and the acts of the

Classis and Particular Synod were confirmed. The following also

was passed: "Resolved, That in consideration of the differences

which have long subsisted between the peoples now under the care

of Re\'. James V. C. Romeyn, and those under the care of Rev.

Solomon Froeligh, the frequent and unsuccessful attempts to com-

pose these differences, and the prospect that their continuance as

united congregations would not be for their own comfort and the

interests of religion; it be recommended for them to separate, and

acconnnodate their civil concerns on the principles of equity, and

with the temper of Christians.

"

Against these decisions of the General Synod, in the name of

the Consistories of his two Churches, the Re\'. Solomon Froeligh

and his elder, Jacob Demarest, entered a protest. It will be obser\ed

that this action was taken at the verv session of the General



54 HISIORV OJ- IHK ri.ASSI.S OK I'AKAMIS

Synod, w liicli passed the act di\idiii!^ the Chissis of Hackensack

into those of Paramus and Bergen; and it was evidently with the

design of securing the separation of these churches, and in the hope

of encUng their dissensions, that the two which were under the care

of Mr. Froehgh were phiced in the Classis of Paramus; while the

two more recent organizations, under the pastoral care of Mr.

Romeyn, were assigned to the Classis of Bergen. By being so

placed the contending churches were separated ecclesiastically as

completely as possible. Still the old tires of contention

continued to burn as fiercely as ever, f(jr the separation was

only tcjrmal. The two congregations in each locality occupied the

same territory, worshiped alternately in the same building, were

joint owners ot the same proj)erty. Families were often divided,

the husband clinging tenaciously to the one, and the wife as stren-

uously adhering to the other. It was thus a pitiful entanglement,

—

a labyrinth of trouble from which there seemed no way of escape.

Attempts were made to adjust the propert} question, but they re-

sulted only in the revival of old disputes and contentions. How-
ever, as the old church building at .Schraalenburgh became unten-

able, and the two congregations were unable to agree and co-operate

in the building of a new one, each was obliged to build an edifice

tbr itself. ^Nlr. F'roeligh's people located theirs near the old site,

and Mr. Romeyn' s wisely selected a new site about two miles to the

North. Thereafter thev became known as the Xorth and the South

Churches.

The South Church now proceeded to appropriate the old

church property entirely to themseh es. though the other had occu-

pied it for a time after they abandoned it, and might, as it would

seem, have ckiimed it bv as good a right. The\- h(nve\er contented

themselves by making a demand for an equitable division, and, as

the South Church gave no heed, they relinquished their claim

without a contt>t. This transaction did not tend to harmonv or

good will.

In Hackensack tl e two churches continued to worship alter-

nately in the same building.

Unconsciouslv this long continued strife, which had now lasted

o\er fitty years, was preparing the way for the Secession. The

Churches aiTected by it became morbidly sensitive, irritable, dis-

trustful and jealous. Thev were like a mine charged with the

elements of contusion and ready to be e.xploded at any moment.
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Dr. Fi'oclii^h hiinst.'ll. thdii^li possessed ot nianv trieiuls, and eii-

joN'iiii;- the eoulnU'iK-e ol most ol his hrethren in thi- Chissis, e\i-

deilth' hi'iMiiie soured and surreiuh'red hiniselt to inlluenees and

courses ol action, which, in a ht'ahhier stati- ol niiiuh he would

haw rejected. I lis leehnj^s were ^reath' inten.sitied and turned

against the w hoK' denomination hv a (hsappointment which came

to him about this time, in lel.itiou to the tlieoh)^ical ])rofessorate.

As earlv as 1792 [he Provisional .S\-nod chose him as one ot"

its lectors in theology ami, Uw \ears latt-r, he was made a local

protessor, though without salar\-. .\ laimher ot students were pre-

])ared tor the ministr\' uiuK-r his instruction. The Particular

Synod ot 1799 also appointed him as a teacher ol Hebrew. But

the Church had its heart set ui)on the estal)hshment of a central

theological school with an endownuiu lor the sup])ort ot its jiro-

fessors. It was soon perceived thai the system ot" local professors

serving' without pay stood in the wav of the accomplishment of

that purpose, and especiallv of the securing of an endowment. The

General Synod of 1803. therefore, declared that the previous ar-

rangement was onlv a "temporary e.xpedient to meet certain cir-

cumstances which then existed, and that these professors should

continue to possess the honors and emoluments of their offices

during their lives or good behavior, but should have no successors."

Dr. Livingston, who had been a protessor under the Provisional

Synod since 1784, "was now elected the one |)ermanent protessor

of the General Svnod." --

At the same time, the election in the pre\ious vear, bv the

Particular Synod, of Drs. Froeligh, Bassett and G. A. Kuypers, as

teachers of Hebrew, was set aside as being unauthorized, and

(ieneral Svnod proceeded to elect two such prote.ssors. UjK^n

counting the vote it was found that Dr. Froeligh had tailed of elec-

tion, while Drs. Bassett and Jeremiah Romeyn had succeeded.

These latter, therefore, received the appointments. Such chanoes

marked the great struggle through which our Church j^assed in

establishing the first theological seminary in America and placing

it upon a solid and permanent foundation. There is no evidence

of the least design to .slight any indi\idual, and yet extracts which

have been published from the correspondence of Dr. Froeligh f

show clearlv, that at that time he began to speak unkindlv of the

*Cor\vin's Manual, p. 104.

t raylor's 'Annals of the Classisof Bergen," p. 227, et seq.
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Reformed Church, to asperse her orthodoxy and purity, and to

propose to some of his friends that they should assist him in work-

ing up a secession.

An endowment was in due time secured for the theological

chair and Dr. Livingston was called to its occupancy upon a reg-

ular salary. He was also elected president of Queen's college.

He therefore left his important charge in the Collegiate Church in

1810, and removed to New Brunswick, which now became the seat

of the institution. After this the Synod provided that all students

in theology should prosecute their studies in the institution under

the care of the Church.

That the pride of Mr. Froeligh was deeply wounded by the

promotion of Dr. Livingston to this position and the consequent set-

ting aside of hiniself as an acting professor, is intimated by the sym-
pathetic action taken in this Classis under date of April, 1814, as fol-

lows: "With respect to the students in theology, your committee

are of the opinion that it [the act of synod] seems to annul the study

of students of theology, under the care of Dr. Professor S. Froe-

ligh, who has been legally and constitutionally appointed a pro-

fessor in theology, and do therefore recommend to classis to enjoin

it upon the delegates to the next General Synod to request an ex-

planation of said article." With reference to this Mr. Jacob Brink-

erhoff, who claims to have written his " History of the True Re-

formed Dutch Church" from a personal knowledge of the facts re-

corded, says: "The disaffection of Dr. Froeligh toward the Re-

formed Dutch Church began in the year 18 10, when the General

Synod wanted a theological professor for the presidencv of Rutgers

college, (then Queen's), as required by its charter. Drs. Livings-

ton and Froeligh were named as the candidates. After much
prayerful consideration the unanimous choice fell upon Dr. Liv-

ingston, 'i- * * It was, however, made manifest by Dr. Froe-

ligh that he thought the General Synod had fallen into a mistake.

He was greatly disappointed. He remarked to some of his friends

after the matter was decided that 'he would make them feel his

power.' " *

During the agitation of the professorial question in the

Church at large, matters grew no more peaceful between the

Churches of Mr. Froeligh and those ot Mr. Romeyn. The delicate

relations of those Churches required that the strictest comity should

* Brinkerhoff's "History True R. D. Church," pp. 30. 31.
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be obser\L'(l in reference to llir iinilual reception and dismission ol

members; and to promote that end, the I'arlicnlar Synod, at the

request of this Classis, at its first session, rSoo, defnied ])articidarly

the Hmits of eacli cong'regation and mack' re-^ulations to be ob-

served by them. Party s])irit ran so high, however, that when a

person Ictt one Church to join the other, lie would not reco_q;nize the

rii^hts of the Church he left sufticientlv to ask a letter of dismission,

and Consistories in some instances were too ready to second the

lawless procedure. Dr. Froeligh and his Consistories seemed to

have been the chief offenders in this matter, and at last a dehnite

case was made up against him. A memorial was presented to this

Classis in i8ig, from the joint Consistories of Mr. Romeyn, which

claimed that those Churches had observed the rules imposed by the

Particular Synod, and refused to receive members of the other

Churches without letters, though such letters were uniformly denied

them; but. on the other side, that Mr. Froeligh received members

from Mr. Romeyn's Churches without asking letters. Several cases

of such breaches of law, order, and comity w^ere cited, and finally,

in reference to a very aggravated case, Mr. Froeligh was formally

charged as follows ;

"i. With intruding upon the rights of the congregation of the

North Church of Schraalenburgh, and a violation of the constitu-

tion of the Reformed Dutch Church, by receiving said members in

an unconstitutional manner.

"2. With admitting said persons to present their child in bap-

tism, thev being suspended members, and their suspension con-

firmed by the Classis of Bergen; and also with admitting the wife to

the communion table after the decision of the Classis.
"

Mr. Froeligh, in answer to these charges, jnit in the weak plea

that the acts charged were not his personal acts, but those of his

Consistories. He accompanied this plea with a statement signed

by the Consistories, that they accepted the responsibilit}-, and

"pledged their honor to standby and support their minister to the

last extremity in administering to said members the ordinances ol

God's house." The Classis admitted his plea and acquitted him

without trial. The question was thus raised whether a minister is

responsible for any of his acts in the administration of a Church.

Mr. Romeyn appealed to the Particular Svnod, and that body re-

versed the action of Classis and directed that Mr. Froeligh should

be tried. Notice of this came to the Classis at its next session in
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1S21, and it was then nu)\ed and seconded that "the Classis pro-

ceed to the trial of Dr. I^^-oelioh." The motion was lost by a vote

of two to ten, as follows :

In favor of it:—Rev. Wilhelmus Kltinyc, and Klder iM'eder-

ick Van Ri])er.

Opposed to it:—Revs. Stephen Goetschius, James D. Demar-
est, Peter D. Froeliyh and John 1. Christie. Elders: Peter

Perry, Garret Lydecker, John Post, John Wester\elt, Aaron Tay-

lor and Garrabrant Yereance.

The above vote shows a very marked disposition on the pan
of the Classis to shield Mr. Froelioh in his lawless proceedings.

Mr. Eltinge and his elder protested. Mr. Romeyn appealed to the

Particular Synod and the Classis, to protect itself, took an appeal

from the act of the Particular to the General Svnod. The latter

body reviewed the matter in June, 1832, and, bv a \()te of 36 to 8,

sustained the Particular Synod, and sent the case back to the

Classis for trial. The Classis now, in September, 1822. cited Dr.

Froelig'h to appear, but again showed its reluctance to proceed by

fixing the time for the trial, in spite of the protest of a minoritv, a

year thence. During these lagging proceedings, Mr. Froeligh had

been diligently inveighing against the Retormed Church. He
openly charged her with corruptness in doctrine and la.xity in dis-

cipline. Under the former he specified Pelagianism, Arminianism,

Antinomianism, and especially that vague error, at the time called

Ho])kinsianism. He taught that the Church was {)ermeated with

these errors, and strongly intimated that his successful ri\al, Dr.

Livingston, and all the leaders in the Church, ii" not fullv commit-

ted to them, were openly winking at and preparing U) embrace

them. Time and the judgment of the religious world have abund-

antly disproved this charge. They have shown that the orthodoxv

of the Reformed Church and her intelligent and honest adherence

to her ancient standards are proverbial among all religious peojile;

and on the other hand, subsequent events have shown that,

whether Dr. P^roeligh himself believed these charges or not, they

were published with the design of alienating a i)lain and unsuspect-

ing people from their allegiance to the Reformed Church, and pre-

paring theni to desert to his standard, and to proclaim him as

the founder and head of a new religious order. The bitter |)ar-

tisanship long existing in Schraalenburgli and llackensack closed

the ears of his jieople to outside information. I'hey regarded
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their ])ast()r as an orack- upon wlioin thcv oould iinplicitU' rely.

His liitler (k'nuncialions of (Ik- Rer()inu'<l C'lnu'ch and its Iraik-rs.

came to thcni as an intallibk" jud^inL-nt. TIk' learned terms eni-

l-)k)ved to ik'serilie the alles^'ed errors, thoui^li not understood h_\'

them, imported to their minds somethiiiL;- horrihk': and in this

way a peopk' who (k^sired to do no wroni;-, were k'd to bitterly

hate and \iok'ntl\' oppose as jiure a Church as e\'er existed in

this kind, antl the only one to udiich the\' weri', l)y l)irth, eon-

sani;"uinit\', nationality, tratlition and common helief, allied.

And now the crisis had arri\ed. Alter the announcement of

the General Synod's decision against him. the doctor hastened

home, summoned the Consistories and leading meiid)ers of his

two Churches to a joint meeting-, and asked them to unite with

him in seceding. The reluctance of the people to com])ly with

his request is shown by the fact that, notwithstanding the long

training they had received, the vote of that meeting was a tie

—

thirty-seven on each side. The doctor, greatly disappointed,

now labored with his people anew, ami painted the alleged cor-

ruptions of the Church in darker and more dreadful colors: and

at a subsequent meeting succeeded in carrying the measure

through the Consistories.

While, therefore, the Classis was deliberating on the ques-

tion of summoning ]\Ir. Froeligh for trial, he had practically left

the Church, and was at that moment on his \vay to the North,

for the purpose of enlisting certain deposed ministers in central

New York to join him in forming a new religious denomination.

These deposed men had become victims of the Church's strict-

ness of discipline and were out of all ecclesiastical standing.

They gladly consented to join him, and a few weeks later, in

October, 1822, four such deposed men * came down to Schraal-

enburgh, bringing with them three elders and one deacon, w^ho

had become their followers: and these, together with Mr. Froe-

ligh and one of his elders, proceeded to organize themselves into

"The True Reformed Dutch Church," and to issue a pamphlet

containing the alleged reasons for their action.

When the evidences of this proceeding were laid before the

General Synod the next year, 1823, that body, to which Dr.

Froeligh as a professor was directly responsible, referred the

* Abraham Rrokaw. Henry V. Wyckoff, Sylvanu.s Palmer and John C 'roll. Wyckoff

and Palmer in 1829 seceded from the Secession.
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case with all the documents to a committee with the Rev. Philip

H. Duryce as chairman, who reported in part as follows :

'The committee to whom was referred several memorials of

the Rev. W. Eltinge and others, together with a printed pamphlet,

with the name of the Rev. Dr. Froeligh thereto subscribed, report:

"That the Rev. Dr. Froeligh, as a professor of theology in the

Dutch Church, is directly accountable to the General Synod for

misbehavior. That it appears by the printed pamphlet, referred

to your committee, with the names of Dr. Froeligh and others

affixed thereto, and which they have caused to be published.

"I. That Dr. Froeligh thereby avows himself as a seceder

from the Reformed Dutch Church, under whose authority he

holds his office as professor.

"2. That he, by the same pamphlet, implicated the consti-

tuted authorities of the Church, in the serious charges of disre-

gard to Christian discipline; of prostituting the sacraments, by an

indiscriminate administration of them; and of sanctioning or

winking at unsound doctrines, and cherishing the promulgators

thereof.

"3. That he, in the said pamphlet, has united with several

deposed ministers of the said church, to declare themselves the

'True Reformed Dutch Church,' in contempt of the ecclesiastical

authority of the said Church, as established by the constitution

and rules thereof.

'4. That the object and tendency of the said pamphlet, is to

excite and promote schism and dissensions in the said Church,

and the congregations thereto belonging.

"That the foregoing acts of the Rev. Dr. Froeligh are direct

violations of the duties of his office of professor, subversive of

peace and good order, and calculated to excite and spread a

spirit of insubordination in the Church, and to create contempt of,

and resistance to the regular and orderly administration of the

government thereof.

"Your committee are therefore of opinion that the Rev.

Dr. F'roeligh should be cited, without delay, to appear and

answer to the charges above detailed, before this Synod.

"The doctor was accordingly twice cited to appear, but,

having informed the messenger, in the second instance, that he

should not reply to the summons, 'the Sj^nod then adopted a

preamble reciting the acts of the doctor and the position he held
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to the S\-no(l ;is prolc'ssor, as wi'll as the SLT\'in<^ of the citations

upon him, ami liis n-lusal to .ipoear, IoHowimI 1)\- thi.- foUowin^'

resolutions:

'' Rt'soh'i'd. That this S\-no(l. 1)\- reason ofsueh refusal, as well

as u])on an examination of the said pamphk't. do adjudge him

guilty ot the several ollences. so as aloresaid eliars^ed ay;-aiiist

him.

" A'(Sc>/vt(/, That Dr. i^'roelii^li he, and lie hereb}' is remo\-e(l

from his said office of professor loi" the said offences, and that

he he and herein' is susi)enck'd tVom his oflice as ministei' of the

(lospel until he sliall exhibit satisfactory evidence to this Synod

of his sincere penitL-nce, and full submission to the autlioritv of

the rci^'ular constituteel ecclesiastical judicatories of the Re-

formed Dutch Church.

"Rcso/i'cd, That the stated clerk transndt a certitied copy of

the I'oreg-oing- resolutions to Dr. Froeliyh and his cong;regation.

"'Resolved, That the Classis of Paramus l)e directed to depose

the Consistory of Dr. Froeligh from oftice, and to org-anize a new

Consistory in the late congregation of Dr. Froeligli."

The Classis seemed completely stunned by these events,

and incapable of complying with the injunction of the

Synod or of taking any decided action. A majority of its

clerical members were closely allied with Dr. Froeligh and

subject to liis influence. Peter D. P'roeligh, of Accjuacka-

nonk, was his own son, and received from his father his

ministerial training. James D. Demarest, of West New Hemp-
stead and Ramapo, was also a pupil and a devoted friend of

Froeligh. These both would, without a doubt, have seceded at

once if their Churches could have been persueided to go with

them. John L Christie, of \\'arwick, was born at Schraalen-

burgh, reared in the midst of the old conflict, and was also

trained for the ministry at the feet of Froeligh. He and Peter D.

Froeligh were licensed by this Classis at its session in 1801. It

is evident that he was much attached to his old professor, and

found it dihicult to proceed against him, though in the end he

stood true to the Reformed Church. Stephen Goetschius, of

Saddle River and Pascack, was a son of the old Church at Hack-

ensack. His father was a predecessor of Froeligh and held the

same position of professor of theology. The son, born, reared

and educated in the atmosphere of that old Church, must have
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felt a sincere reluctance to proceed against lier or her pastor in a

way of discipline; yet in the end he adhered Hrnily to the Re-

formed Church. Nicholas Lansing, of 'rap])an and Clarkstown,

was not present when the first test vote was taken, but voted

with the majority to posti)one the trial of Froeligh a year. He
was probably moved by a hope of securing a reconciliation.

Wilhelnuis Eltinge alone of all the ministers of the Classis

seems to have held an absolutely independent and unbiased posi-

tion according to the records,—and these at this time, were kept

by James I). Demarest, who afterward seceded. It is due to

Eltinge's memory to say that he manifested an unwavering devo-

tion to the Reformed Church, and a decided outspoken opposi-

tion to disunion and secession. We do not for a moment im-

pugn the motives of others who may have hoped by gentleness

and time to win back the departed Churches, but we note the

tact that Eltinge alone saw the emptiness of that hope, and the

necessity of prompt action to preserve what remained of the two
seceding Churches, and prevent the spread of the trouble.

Noticing the reluctance of the Classis to take any action, the

loyal minorities in the two seceding Churches each now memor-
ialized the Classis to proceed to reorganize them as the Synod had
directed; but the Classis refused, on the alleged ground that such

action would produce discontent and division in other Churches,

and cut off the hope of the return of the seceded churches to their

allegiance. They therefore passed the following :

''Resolved, That the (General Svnod are hereby earnestly and
respectfully requested at their next session, to reconsider and re-

scind that part of their resolution enjoining on the Classis of

Paramus to suspend the Consistories of Hackensack and

Schraalenburgh, and to constitute new ones in their room."

The memorialists, and also Mr. l^ltinge and his elder, aj)-

pealed from this decision to the Particular Synod, which body re-

ferred it to the (General Synod. At its ne.vt session, June, 1824,

the General Synod took it up, patiently listened to the parties

concerned, and then referred the whole subject t(j a committee

with Dr. Milledoler at its head, which reported the tollowing

which was adopted:

"I. Resolved, That although the conduct of the Classis of

Paramus, in not complying with the injunction of General

Synod in this case, can never be justified as a general ])rinciple,
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\'(.'t th;it ju'CuliarilicN lia\r (.'xiskMl in llu' casr which comiiuc
thi^ S\ii()(l that tln.'\' ha\(.' iml acli^'il in thi.' premises iVoina s])irit

()l iiisulioidinatioii. hut liom a sincciL' (k-sii'c to pi'oMiotu the

hrsl iiilcMcsts ol Iho (.'iunx'iu's luulor their chvv.

-'. /\tso/vt'(^. riialthe appeal i)t' Messrs. (Ooper and Myers.

iVoin the (le'cisioii ot llie Chissis of I'ai'aiiuis. hi,' ami herehv is

sustained.

•\v /\fSi>ivid, I hat this .'s\-n()(l, an.\'i()us]\' desirous to renioN^e

out ol the wa\', e\crx'thiiit^' o])posed to peace and godliness in

the Churches ol' that rcL^-ion. and, if possible, restore to them har-

nion\' and ^-ood ordei', \\'ill appoint a conmiission to \isit said

('hurches loi- (he al)o\e purpose, confei' with llu' C'lassis of I^ir-

annis, and it lound necessar\' and practicable, oi'dain new Con-

sistories.

'4- Ri'soh'cd. That the Classis of Fai"anuis l)e re(|uired to

meet at Hackensack on the tirst Tuesday of |ulv ne.xt, at lO

o'clock a. m., to confer with such commission as Ceneral Synod

shall ap|)oint.

•'5. Resolved, That the Rev. Drs. Philip Milledoler, James S.

Cannon and [ohn Knox, and the Rey. Messrs. Thomas DeWitt,

Jacob Sickles, Jesse Fonda, Cornelius C. Cuyler, John Ludlo\y,

lacob Schoonmaker, Ct^rnelius 1). W'estbrook, and Dayid S.

Bogert, and the elders, Messrs, Al)raham Van Nest, Jacob R.

Hardenburgh, Isaac Hyer, James C. Rooseyelt, John Frelinghuy-

sen and Henry Rutgers, compose said conmiission.

Respectfully submitted,

P, MiLLEDOLEK, Chairman."

This commission whose members ranked among the most

(hstinguished ministers and laymen in the Church, met on the

sixth of July, 1824, with the Classis of Paramus in the church at

Hackensack, The sermon preached at that time by Dr, Philip

Milledoler on ist Cor: i-io, and also, "An Address of the Com-
mission of the General Synod to the Ministers, Officers and other

Members of the Reformed Dutch Church and Especially to the

Ministers and Churches of the Secession," were printed and

^videly distributed. The address is a carefully prepared paper,

penned in a kindly s|)irit, and sets forth the real merits of the con-

troyersy, "It thoroughly refuted the allegations of those who
seceded, and sho\ys clearly ho\y unwarranted the \yhole moye-

ment was in the estimation of the Commission of Synod and of
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those adhering; to the Reformed C'hureh. " A brief outline of it is

published in 'ravlor"s "Annals of the C'lassis of Bergen," pp.

222-227.

'['he Commission ])resente(l to the Classis the following re-

port and advice:

"i'he injunction of General Synod, of June, 1823, directing

the Classis of Paramus to depose the Consistories of Hackensack

and Schraalenburgh being still unrepealed and in force; and no

sufficient reason appearing to this Commission why such in-

junction should not be carrietl into effect, the Commission are of

opinion that the mend)ers of such Consistories ought to be de-

posed. But inasmuch as a committee of the Classis of Paramus

did. in September last, express the hope that said Consistories

would return to their allegiance; and inasmuch as the General

Synod have manifested their anxiety to use every conciliatory

measure, and to employ every means in their power to avoid ex-

tremities; the Commission hereby recommend to the Classis of

Paramus to invite said Consistories to return to their allegiance to

the Church from which they have seceded, and that in case they

decline to return before the next stated meeting, that the Classis

be recommended then to depose the members of said Consist-

ories, from their offices, and if practicable, to ordain others in

their stead." (Signed), I. Fonda, Clerk.

The Classis expressed its acquiescence by passing the follow-

ing: '"1^'so/ved, That Classis act in accordance with the advice

contained in the above report of the committee."

At the next regular session, September, 1824, it was made
known that the Consistories in (juestion refused to return to their

allegiance to the Church, and a motion was made that the Classis

proceed to their deposition, in accordance with the repeated or-

ders of the General Synod and the pledge made to the committee

of the General Synod on July sixth. But upon the vote being

taken it was lost. Dr. Eltinge alone, of the ministers, voted in its

favor. Nicholas Ivansing, Stephen Goetschius and Peter 1).

Froeligh were opposed. The elders were equally divided, there

being three on each side. An appeal was taken to the Particular

Synod, and subsequently, through a committee of that Synod,

two elders and a deacon were elected in Schraalenburgh and a

delegate from this new Consistory was received into the Classis

in April, 1825; but the property remained in possession of the
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secc'ckTs. TIrmx' is no lurtluT tracr of lliis lu-w ori^ranj/atioii in

our records. 'I'lu' loiii; stru^^'<j;'lc ox'c-r those C'luirchcs was ended.

The schism was acconiiilished.

Durins^- tlie proo-.r^'ss of these events in |une, 1.S24, the Rev.

James 1). Demarest. of West New ilem]>stead and Kamapo,
joined the secession. lie made a determined el'fort to take those

C'hurclies with him out of the denomination. I'art of each Con-

sistory and some of the members of each Church became his

followers; but the loyal ofhcers and members immediately laid

the matter before tlie Classis, and Mr. Demarest .and his seced-

ing people were placed on trial.

.^fter a full and orderly investis^ation, they were convicted

of the crime of public schism. Mr. Demarest was suspended

from the i)astoral office and the other otttcial members were de-

posed. Soon after this the Rev. Peter D. Froeligh followed in

the footsteps of his father. He, however, first resi(i;-ned his

charge over the Church of Acquackanonk on account of other

troubles, and agreed with the Consistory to leave the Church in

peace. Soon after, he broke his agreement and endeavored to

form a congregation of seceders from within the liounds of that

Church. He also was tried in Oct. 1825, and, on the testimony of

many witnesses, was convicted of schism and other serious

offences, and suspended from the ministry. He subsequently

became suspected of a crime in relation to a will, and termi-

nated his life by his own hand.

In 1830 the Rev. Christian Z. Paulison, who, in the previous

year had become the pastor of the Church of Acquackanonk,

annoimcetl to his Consistory his intention of seceding. The
Classis was immediately summoned to investigate the case; and,

as Mr. Paulison was contumacious, refusing to heed any citation,

or to confer with an}' committee, and, withal, abusive to the

Classis, he was temporarily, and in the next year permanently,

suspended from the ministry. He possessed decided talents, and

now became a chief apologist for the Secession and eulogist

of its leaders. The seceded Churches of Hackensack and Pater-

son made him their pastor; but, within one year, he found him-

self out of harmony with his new found friends. Some of their

measures were abhorrent to his sense of right, and he was con-

strained to denounce, in poHte but withering terms, the conduct

of those whom he had lately extolled. The seceded body now
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sus])eiule(l him from its ministry also. Wut. as there were tound

in liis Hackensack Chinch jiersons willint^ to follow him in an-

other secession, he took them out with him and l)ecame the

head of an entirely inde))endent or<;;inization in that N'illag'e.

J".
Results of thr Secession, 1822 -~ 18^0.

'["he results of the secession in relation to the Keforme'.l de-

nomination were inconsiderable: but. in relation to the Classis of

Paramus, and a portion of that of Berg;en, they were serious and

\(^Vi'g continued. The direct and manifest loss in the Classis of

Paramus was two congret^ations. one each in Hackensack and

.'schraalen]>urgh: one Church property, the South Church of

Schraalenburgh, and three ministers out of the seven then in

the Classis.

Hut a much more serious result was the division which oc-

curred in nearly all the Churches. A number of their meml)ers,

in each case, sided with the secession. In several instances,

both in this Classis and that of Bergen, the minister became the

leader of the movement. Strenuous efforts were made in those

cases to take the whole congregation and the church property

out of the denomination. These efforts were not successful, but

as the property was generally in the hands of the Seceders, pro-

tracted lawsuits for its recovery, which i)ro(luccd much bitter

feeling, became necessary. The decision of these cases was
uniformly in favor of the Reformed Dutch Church.

The reason of the defection among the Churches, even

where the ministers were loyal, was the fact that the people did

not understand the real nature of the movement. It was per-

sistently heralded as a crusade against doctrinal corruption,—

a

movement to secure a pure and holy Chinch. This supposed

purpose touched a chord of sympathy in man\' hearts, while the

real motives, \vhich lay behind it,—the personal ambition and the

offended pride of the leader,—were carefully concealed from

view. These disaffected persons w'ere now taught that if thev

could not induce their Churches to secede, it was their dut\" to

separate from them and form others in their stead. Accordingly

organizations were made, and little churches l)uilt by the side of

nearly every one of our ancient ones. I'hey styled themsehes

"The True Reformed Dutch Church," but were alwa\-s known t(j
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tlie world simply as "Seccders." I'hcy adoptL'd precisely the

same doctrinal standards, the same form of government, and the

identical rules ot" discipline which ha\e always been maintained

in the Reformed Dutch Church. It is evitlent, therefore, that they

designed no radical reformation, either in (h)ctrine or discipline.

Yet at the same time, tlu-ir leaders so iiiter])reted and a])]-)lied the

Scriptural doctrine of predestination, as to make it e((ui\'alent to

the ancient pagan doctrine of fate. So extreme was their treat-

ment of that subject, that it became useless to invite sinners to

believe (n' to accept redemption; nor were men justitied in at-

tempting to interfere with the Divine counsel in these matters by

the use of means. Thev were thus led to believe that they

should simplv submit to the unalterable decree, whether of elec-

tion or reprobation as tlie case might be. Careless persons

readily accepted this view, for it furnished them with an excuse

for refusing to seek the Lord, and relieved them seemingly of all

responsibilitv for their neglect. The distorted doctrine, there-

fore, soon spread widely among the people; and multitudes lived

and died in stolid indifference, without religious hope or fear, be-

lieving themselves the helpless victims of this inexorable power.

The hope of the saints was paralyzed also by this perversion of

the truth, for they were led to believe, that inasmuch as the de-

cree was secret, it was a virtue to doul>t their salvation; and a

sin, or at least a very bad sign, to feel the assurance which the

Gospel commends. Those who could not follow them in these

extreme views, were denounced as unorthodox, corrupt, and un-

fit for spiritual fellowship.

These separated bodies in the midst of each congregation

now became storm centers of strife, controversy and ill feeling.

Fierce disputations constantly arose among the people in rela-

tion to the deepest mysteries of religion, and resulted only in in-

creased bitterness and hatred. Families became divided, life-

long friendships broken and social relations generally disturbed.

Worse than all, the Holy Spirit was driven away, and religion

and morality sadly declined for a long period. Converts were

few; the number of Church members fell below the number of

families. The classical reports on the state of religion show-

only a few isolated cases of revival within the next twenty years.

They complain of Sabbath breaking, profanity, intemperance,

the neglect of family religion, the want of results from the
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taitht'ul preachiiii^ of the word, and csi)ccially tlu- very discour-

as^^ini^- conditions anionij the yount^. 'I'his state of things con-

tinued with little \ariation till 1N4.V when a nmnber of the

Churches were <|uickened and re\i\ed, and an accession was re-

jiorted in the Chassis of one hundred and tifty-si.x hy conver-

sion.

4. OuDch Extension in the Firs/ Half of the Century.

The building- of many opposition Chiu"ches within the hounds

of existing congregations could not fail to hinder greatly the

work of genuine Church extension. It we;d\ened the congrega-

tions, used u]) their resources, nuin-ed their prestige and ren-

dered them unht t\)r a long time tc> undertake much beyond their

o\vn maintenance. Little could be done, therefore, toward es-

tablishing Churches in other neighboring communities till after

the middle of the century. Meanwhile, the held, st) imperfectly

occupied by its rightful tenants, lay open to the inroads of other

denominations, and these were not slow to eml)race the o|)i)ortu-

lutv. Five names, however, were added to the roll of Churches

during the first half of the century in place of the two that were

erased.

The Church of Warwick. X. \'.. was organized as a Re-

formed Church in 1804. and has long been one of our strong and

benevolent Churches. She was organized as a Presbyterian

Church. i)robabiv before 1750. and had had four Presbyterian

]nistors before she came to us.

l"he Church of Pascack was added early in the centurw 1S14.

Her constituencv came from the congregations ot Pai-amus and

Saddle River.

'Die Second Church of Totowa was organized in 1827 by a

<li\ision of the old First Church. The congregation was unable

to agree on a site for the new Church, after the ohl one had been

destroved bv rire. A long contest over the matter both in C'on-

sistory and Classis seemed, at the time, a \ery sad and painful

affair, but it proved to be fortunate in the end, liecause it ga\'e us

a needed second Church, which has been a great l)lessing to the

city of Paterson. So far the accessions gained, though excellent

and valuable, had not been the result of any aggressiveness, or

even voluntary effort on the part of Classis. In the last two cases
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llic C'Iuii\"1k'> we'ic loiincd in spite ol mtioh t)])|)()sili()n ami inaii\'

ottorts on the pait of otlu'is to prevent the tlix-isioiis. lint at

hist a new era dawned upon the (.'hissis. \']\r ('hurchcs lia<l

passed saleU' tlirous^h their liL-rx- trials. ( iod had graciously

upht'hl and eond'oi'ti'd tlieni. I'liou^h east down h)r a season,

tliev were he^jinnin*:;- to recover stren^-th, and to h)ok al)out them
for the work (lod intended them to (h).

In 1S38 a petition eame to the C'hissis trom Xyack. sit^ned

l)y menil)ers ot' the (hureli ot' C'hirkstown living in that phice,

|>ra\in^- to lie or<;ani/.e(l into a Ret'ormeil Church. There was no

indication of the least op[)osition from an\' (juarter. It was a g'cn-

uinely spontaneous nu)\ement for the extension of the (."hurch of

(iod. I'he petition was joyously ^-rantetl. I'he same vear a

similar request came from Pierniont. under like conditions.

Ihis also was granted. lioth these organizations developed

eventually into strong, healthy congregations.

I'he ne.xt year, 1839, the Chassis made its hrst recommemla-
tion tor aid from our Hoard of I^^mestic Missions, in l)ehalf of

its new enterjirise in Nvack. Two hundred dollars were granted.

Never were Domestic Missionarv funds hettcr employed. That

aggressive ami ])uissant rhurch lias for manv vears delighted to

pour himdreds annually into the treasury ot that Board, and to

support with like irenerositv all the benevolences of the Church.

At the close ot the first halt ot the century the decided pro-

gress made by the Churches, despite all their troubles, is seen in

the fact that there were then only two double pastorates, and that

the number of ministers had increased from five to eleven. All

the fathers who ]iarticipated in the organization had h)ng since

gone to their reward, excepting Dr. W ilhelnnis Kltinge. who was

still ofhciating at I-'aramus; but he. too. closed u]) his work of

tifty-one yearsduration, in 1850. and died the next year. Heroes

of persistent labor and patient suffering were these men of the

earlier (hays. ( )ne cannot read of their achievements in the

records of the Classis and Consistories without feelings of admir-

ation and reverence. They lived in troubled times, carried

heavy burdens, generally each pastor having two widely scattered

congregations. They labored amidst sorrows and discouragements,

and usually received slight compensations in material support.

The Classis embraced, at the time it was organized, about the

same territory as at present. It extended from Passaic on the
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south to Warwick in Orange county. X. Y., on the north—the

latter place having- been served by this Classis years before the

Church was formally received. There were no railroads, no

macadam, and few spring-carriages, yet was there rarely a min-

ister or elder absent from a meeting. In the year 1837, seven

sessions of the Classis were held—two regular and five special;

yet, at almost every one the Churches were fully represented by

both minister and elder. There was never a question concerning

the presence of a quorum. The regular session ordinarily con-

tinued two days, and occasionally, when much litigation was
before it, three ilays were required to clear the docket. For

example, it was at such a three days" session, held in Schraal-

enburgh in 18 14, that the Classis attended to all the routine

business of a Spring session, tried two appeal cases, in one of

which it examined eight witnesses; granted two appeals to the

Particular Synod from its own decisions, and formulated the

reasons for its acts; afterwards it effected a settlement of all

the disputes involved in those cases, and had the two latter ap-

peals withdrawn. It also considered two grievances, one of

which involved serious charges against a Consistory and min-

ister, but succeeded at length in reconciling these parties also,

and so brought about a general peace for the time being. Then
it made a long deliverance on the subject of lay-preaching, in

which much liberty was accorded to male Christians in explain-

ing the Scriptures or the catechisms in social meetings, so long

as they should not assume to speak with authority, and should

use the pronoun we,—notjr, ox thou. This, it was claimed, was in

accord with ancient visage, both in this country and Holland.

It also essayed to determine a matter between the General

Synod and another Classis: this involved a sharp debate. A
memorial was read, also, relating to the organization of a new
Church, and much other important and sometimes delicate busi-

ness transacted, all of which is recorded in the handwriting of

Dr. Eltinge, in eighteen closely written pages. This is but a

specimen of many such long busy sessions.

5. Church Extension in the Last Half Century, 18jo - igoo.

We have seen that, at its organization, the Classis con-

tained ten Churches, including Saddle River. .\t the comple-
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tion ot the halt ccntuiv in 1850. the whole iuinil)er was thirteen.

Five liad been added, Imt two iiad secetled, leaving- a net gain ot"

three. Nearly all the inerease in Churches, therefore, has been

made within the last titty years. It includes eighteen names in

all. tii'teen of which are of Churches now in full operation. The
most of them were, in tlieir infancy, under the fostering care of

the Board of Domestic Missions, and a few are not yet entirely

selt-supporting. l-"our Churches are composed of Holland-

ers who conduct tlieir services nu:)stly in their mother

tongue. All of our original Churches used the Dutch languag-e

at the beg-inning of the century and some of the ministers were

unable to preach in Eng^lish. Demands for services in Knglish

soon began to be made, and it became the policy of the Classis

in those cases, to grant a bi-monthlv service in that language and

to appoint the ministers who could use that tongue, to conduct

them in rotation. By this means the transition from Dutch to

English was successfullv effected, though not without some
controversy and feeling. Our present Holland speaking

Churches are experiencing the same ditificulty. The recent

comers cling to the old language, and the new generation, .\mer-

ican born, desire the English language. These Churches have

had their ow'n difficulties and trials also, arising from the occa-

sional attempts of certain misguided persons to induce them, for

some trifling cause, to secede from the denomination and to di-

vert their property.

The most notable case of this kind happened at Lodi. X. j.

The occasion of the schism was the change in the denomina-

tional name, which took place in 1867. and which the Classis

ratified bv a two-third vote. This act was displeasing to the

Rev. W. C. Wust. then pastor of the Holland Church, and his

Consistory; and in the Spring of 1868 they sent a communica-

tion to the Classis, so offensive and slanderous in its character,

and so clearly avowing their repudiation of the Reformed Church

and their secession from it, that the Classis, then and there, sus-

pended him from the Gospel ministry, and the members of his

Consistory w^ho united with him in these acts, from their respect-

ive offices. Mr. Wust continued to minister in the Church, how-

ever, after his suspension for more than two years, and that de-

spite the fact that the Classis declared his acts irregular and dis-

orderly, and as his animosity toward the Reformed Church still
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manifested itself in slanderous publications, he was, in 1870, for-

nially cited to appear before the Classis and answer to the fol-

lowing^ charges;

"I. Continuing to exercise his oftice in our Church of Lodi,

after suspension by the Classis.

"2. Slandering- our Church and ministry."

After two citations, and his failure to appear for trial at the

time appointed, he was deposed for contumacy. .A portion of

the cong-regation then asked to be taken under the care of the

Classis, and a commission consisting of the Revs. John Gaston

and James Huyssoon proceeded to Lodi. by order of the Classis,

to elect a new Consistory. The deposed minister and his elders

refused them admission to the Church: whereupon they took

possession, and, having entered the building with the loyal

people of the congregation, proceeded to elect two elders and a

deacon. In the languag-e of the legal decision subsequentlv ren-

dered: 'Tn this case the ordination followed the election instanter,

and within one hour, the Church was broken into, the meeting was

convened, the Master of assemblies was invoked, the election was

held, the elect were ordained, and all participants were on their

way home again." These proceedings were in marked contrast

with the dilatory and hesitating methods of 1822. If somewhat

high-handed, they were made authoritative bv the subsequent en-

dorsement of the Classis. A suit was now begun in the Supreme

Court tbr the recovery of the property, and after man\- vexatious

delays, an elaborate opinion was rendered bv Judge Dixon in 1876,

five years after the case was begun, and eight after the secession, in

which it was held that the property rightl'ully belonged to the con-

gregation rero-rynized by, and subordinate to this Classis. The de-

cision was ente/ed in full upon our minutes, under date of May 29,

1876. and is a valuable exposition of the legal rights of Consistories

and Churches. The congregation re-established in its rightful

iiome has become a prosperous, self-supporting Church,

The agitation of tlie question of a union between our denomi-

nation and the Reformed Church (German) in the U. S.. in 1892.

was made the occasion of a similar schism in the First Holland

Reformed Church of Wortendyke. The ])astor. Consistory, and a

large portion of the congregation informed the Classis by a writ-

ten communication, signed by ninety-five names, that thev had de-

cided to secede, that the Church was unanimous in so doing, and
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tliat tlu-\' (Ksind the Classis to k-avc tlu-m in tlu- uiulisputed pos-

sessioudt the ("luirrh ami parsonam- propcrtN'. Tlic ("lassisat lirsl

decided tn ^raiit tlu- icciiiest, but cpiicklv rexi-rsed their action

when they leanud that the rej^resentations made by tiie Re\'. E.

Hann aiul his followers, resj)ectin<4 the uiiaiiiinity ot the congrega-

tion, were entirely contrary to the tacts; and that hfty-lour ni(Mn-

bers and a lar^e i)odv ot" adherents, remained true and loyal to

their t'ornier Cluiich relation. A new Consistory was elected and

installed under the direction of the Classis, and an ejectment suit

commenced for the reco\erv of the properly in the hands ot the

seceded body; but, in the li^ht of the Lodi precedents, that botl)-

soon relincjuished its claims, and restored the entire property to its

rightful owners. The congregation of W'ortendyke is now a flour-

i.shing, peaceful and happy (^hurcli.

With the exception of such occasional ripples the course and

progress of the Classis for many years has been smooth, steady and

free from controversy or excitements. The Lord led us tormerh-

in strange paths, but He led us safely through them, and has

brought us into a large place. The close of the century tinds our

Churches in a state of peace, devoted to the i)rinci])]e of unity and

animated with the spirit of progress. The particular dealings ot

(iod with the seA-eral Churches will be exhibited in their own special

histories soon to be published. It will be tbund that all the paths

of the Lord are nierc\- and truth unto such as keep his covenant

and testimonies.

While the religious world generally is in a state of disquietude,

and many are staggered in their faith by the bold assaults of un-

belief, this Classis is pursuing its steady and peaceful course, rely-

ing indubitably upon that system of truth which has come down to

us from Christ and His apostles, which was tried and tested afresh

in the tires of the Reformation, and which is embodied in the ac-

cepted and honored standards of our Reformed Church in

America.

For all the prosperity and enlargement which our (iod has

given us, for all the fatherly discipline He has laid upon us, and tor

the sweet repose of faith which He has wrought in us, we give Him

praise and glory.

Today we are walking about Zion and going roimd about

her; we tell of her goodly towers, we mark well her bulwalks and

consider her palaces, that we may tell it to the generation follow-
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mo;. for this (iod, w ho hath led us and our fathers throu_oh all

the century, is our God Tor e\er and ever: He will be our o^uide

even unto death.
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THK ANCESTRAL CHURCH IX HOLLAND

Thk Rev. Daniel Van Pki.i. I).1).*

IT
is with pc-culiar pkasiin- tliat I arise- tn take i)art in the exer-

cises of this auspicious occasion. 1 cannot but rememher that

when tenderness and callowness of vouth were still upon me. I was

ordained to the ministry \i\ tiie Classis of Paramus. The wisdom ot

that act may be freely called into cjuestion. and subsequent years

may have sadly failed to e\ince that it was wise. But still the thinsi'

was done, and howexer much the ministerial jirotession may have

suffered from it, it was a source of immense oratificalicMi to me at

the time, and for this alone mv gratitude is due.

A hundred years of life of such a body as this Classis means

much. We have had the precise circumstances of that centennial

season of existence and actixity laid out in detail before us this

morning. The experiences of a century thus gathered up into a

concise and concentrated review, will have a greatly stimulating-

effect, in launching this whole ecclesiastical body with new zeal and

consecrated purpose, upon another century of labor and achieve-

ment, which must necessarily excel the former in breadth and

height of accomplishment, because of im])roved conditions and

more facile methods.

The Classis of Paramus stands among a host of staunch de-

fenders of the faith once delineated by the fathers, as a stronghold

of loyalty and a citadel of orthodoxy. No uncertain sounds such as

confuse the inhabitants of many another modern Zion, have ever

been heard to proceed from the trumpets of the watchmen upon her

walls. And vet hers has ever been an orthodoxy tempered by

warmth of catholicity and moderation of temper.

So then, with a straighttorward and unbending attachment to

well seasoned dogmas, yet with an eye to the world around it and

a friendly regard for what differences from its own opinions may
*Dr. Van Pelt died, by accidental drowning in the East River, Tue.sday, October ->.s, 1900.
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there be found, how safe and sure the course of Paranuis is likely

to be through the treaclierous shoals and shifting currents of a new
and loose theology, that seems threatening to possess the age dur-

ing the century that shall soon dawn upon us, and which we trust

shall he Ijut the second of a goodly number of centuries which are

to mark the useful life of the Classis of Paramus.

You all know that the Ancestral Church in Holland, the

mother of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in America, was
born of heroic struggle. You are aware

"In what a forge and what a heat.
Were shaped the anchors of her hope."

An awakened conscience and an enlightened judgment in mat-

ters of faith and worship, had led men and women throughout the

Dutch provinces, to deny the doctrines and defy the authority of

the ruling Church. In the desperate effort to maintain her sway,

she called upon the secular power to aid her and sanctioned meth-

ods of cruelty and oppression. But, as by these methods, constitu-

tional rights and popular safeguards were ruthlessly trampled under
foot, the people of the Netherlands rose in revolt against their tem-

poral lords also, and the struggle for religious liberty became at

the same time one for political independence. Thus, out of the

double war against Rome and Spain sprang the Protestant Re-
formed Netherland Church, and the Republic of the seven united

states, or provinces, of the Netherlands.

I. Of these two the Church was first. Its organization was
already perfected, its government in full operation, when the body
politic w^as still unformed. Classes and Synods assembled in the

midst of the battles and sieges of the war for independence. Thus
the first Provincial Synod of Holland met in the city of Dordrecht,

in June, 1574, when the tears of men were scarce dry for the dis-

aster and the grief of the battle of Mookerheath in April; and when
the people of Leyden were enduring their fearful and famous siege,

holding out against Spaniards and famine and pestilence, until re-

lieved and rescued on October 3.

I. The ancestral Church, while still that of oiu' ancestors in

Holland only, i. e. , before (in 1628) the colonial Church was
founded in New Netherland, had fought to a finish a serious war of

doctrines. The controversy between Arminianism and Cahinism,

precipitated in 1602, had culminated in the triumph of Calvinism at

the great national and international Synod of Dordrecht, held in
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1618-1619. Ilc-re tlu' C oiilc'ssion ot l'';iitli, the creed of tlic

Church, had been tiiuilly hxed and clarified to t^o infallible and

unchanged down the centuries; to be wielded as a weapon of de-

tense and otiense, a writable sword of the Spirit; sometimes of a

good spirit, sometimes of a bad spirit. Thus tempered and sharj)-

ened. it was all ready for use for the American Church, from the

\-ery beginning of its career in these western wilds.

2. To us. of course, this Church of the old fatherland, heroi-

cally born, and with its sturdy, heroic creed, is [jrincipalK- interest-

ing tor its dealings with the daughter Church in America. But it

was a mother to man\- another Church outside the bounds of the

republic at home.

I a). Wherever the \astlv extended commerce of the e\'er ris-

ing Dutch Republic went, there the Church made its influence felt,

in establishing the means of grace tor its own citizens and the people

with whom they traded; or in securing aid and comfort to brethren

in the faith oppressed by opposing and persecuting creeds.

Thus not only in her own colonies in Asia or America, did the

Church of Holland establish and maintain congregations, luit also

at Constantinople, at Smyrna, and other places in the Le\ant; at

Archangel, and other cities in Muscovy, and along the shores of the

Baltic Sea. Money was sent in regular and unstinted contribu-

tions, and constant appeals for relief from persecution were made
through dij)lomatic channels, in behalf of the Waldenses in Italy,

and of the Calvinistic communities in the Lutheran parts of Ger-

many. The German Churches of Pennsvlvania were for manv years

beneficiaries of the Holland Church.

(b). As a matter of course the Church of Holland extended

itselfamong its own colonies in the East Indies and in America.

Talk about foreign missions dating its history from the year 1800 !

Not for the Dutch Christians; the}- ne\-er knew the word, "foreign

missions;" they had no use for it. There was no such thing as

foreign missions, to their minds. There was nothing foreign about

it. The field was the world; the world was Christ's: and to make
the peoples of the world His peoples, where\^er they, as a nation,

came in contact with them, was the natural, unobtrusive, unboast-

ful impulse and practice of their religious faith and duty! .So. both

east and west, the Dutch pastor had a thought tor his heathen

neighbors, and made deliberate and painstaking efibrts to win them

for Christ. American history boasts of an Eliot, but why is it
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silent al:)out a Micluu-lius and a i\Iei4ap<jlensis; about Dellius, and

Freeman, and Van Driessen, and Lydius, who persuaded hosts t)f

savage Inciians of the error of their heathenism, sprinkUng the

records ot our churches with many an aboriginal cognomen.

(c). New Netherland passed from Dutch possession as a

colony, but this did not abate by one iota the infinite care and

patience wherewith the ancestral Church in Holland continued to

administer the affairs of the New Netherland Church. At the first

transition from one political power to another, denominational an-

tagonism on the part of the English clergy threatened mischief

and wrong to the Dutch people. Then, provided with a fund

rai'^ed here, the ministers of Holland, by Classical or Synodical

committees, watched and influenced legislation in the Parliament

at London, so that the mischief might be averted and injuries

a\ (jided.

(d). When troul)les and ciuarrels arose on Long Island, at

Raritan, at Esopus, at Paramus, at Kinderhook, and when the

Coetus and Conferentie disputes broke out with exhaustless, un-

wearied industry, long- letters presenting both sides, from in-

numerable combatants, were read, re-read, pondered, answered,

so as to do the fair and square thing all around, and restore peace

and unity and harmony.

(e). The Church in Holland, again, was never tired of

listening to requests for selecting ministers to be sent to the Amer-

ican Churches. This minister would be written to, another visi-

ted; the situation of American Churches carefully explained, objec-

tions removed, encouragements given, until at last the man would

consent to go. Then there were the examinations to be arranged

for, the shipping for family and goods to be engaged, and a great

variety of minutiae to be attended to. Thev spared themselves no

jjains. for it rejoiced their hearts to be able to send to America those

who should rightly divide the Word of Life among the people here.

IL All this had ceased in iSoo. But the influence of it

abode and has not ceased even yet.

A. This is true, first of all. of the form ol Church govern-

ment. To this day our ("hurch in America is a close reproduction

of the form of the ancestral Church, as it was in 1800 and pre-

\iously. For since 1800 the Church in Holland has been much

modified, its General Synod, for instance, being now hardly more

than an executive committee, and not as representative as it should be.
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1. In iScK), howcxcr, as in pifc-t-din^' years, the ("liurch in

Holland had a ( iencial S\n()d, a full repi'fscntalix e liody, rarely

meeting, but constitutionally pro\'ided tor. Next came the Pro-

vincial Synods, one for each province. These bodies met reg-

ularly every year, and the sessions were so arranged that corres-

pondents from each Provincial Synod could be present at all the

rest, and yet report their actions the same year to their own Synods

Thus every transaction in the one was soon made known to all the

others, and, besides, concerted action could be taken on any point

that demanded it. Under each Provincial Synod were the Classes,

grouped about and usually named after some prominc-nl city.

2. Now we know that all this is characteristic also of our

Church in Amc-rica. We have our General Synod; we have our

Particular, equixalent to Provincial Synods, next below. And we

have our Classes, grouped and named in much the same way. And

all this was in full vogue when Paramus began its life as a Classis.

B. But deeper than form is spirit. More lasting than body

is soul. More truly the man or woman is the character that lives

and grows within the outward personality. So with the ancestral

Church; its principles and purposes were greater than its exterior

embodiment, and for us it is better to seize upon and realize these

and bid them fructify, than to rejoice in a similarity of external

ecclesiastical construction.

1. A foremost and vital principle of the ancestral Church of

Holland was reverence for the oracles of God. "To the law and

to the testimony," was ever the cry. Such as they here thought

to discover the will and word of God to be, was obeyed as His

will and word unquestioningly, through good and evil report,

through the fires of the stake, or the carnage of the siege and

battlefield !

2. An allied and all-important principle of the old Church,

naturally derived from this, was care—exceeding care—that these

oracles should be handled with reverence and effect. Hence the

scrupulous caution in selecting men, approved by God and by their

fellow -men, who should edify the people, really edify them. They

must magnify among their hearers the authority of God's word; and

so lead, wdn, convince, stimulate them thereb\', that for them all

life and conduct should be shaped by the word of God; so that

Christian activity should not run wild among an endless variety of

undignified performances. The Bread of Life was presented as the
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needed nourishment of the Church, without nn\' sii?picions of gin-

gerbread, or even angel-cake about it. It wa.s .supposed to be the

sufificient attraction to bring hungry souls to the fold. It was

meant, by its upbuilding qualities, to secure an attachment to the

Church which nothing could loosen, and which modern substitutes

have not equalled in creating.

It was mainlv in the interest of this strong-boned and sinewv

Christianitv. that anxiety was manifested by the ancestral Church

that ''all things be done decently and in order." and thus that

Church government was so clearly defined and so admirablv ar-

ticulated.

3. Another ruling and abiding principle of the ancestral

Church in Holland was a wide lookout upon the world. Their

thought was. the Gospel that alone sa^es. must be evervwhere to

save; hence it must be sent abroad. The Church of Holland, as

we saw. was far ahead of Christendom in the entertainment and

practical carrving out of that idea. The rest of the Christian world

did not learn this lesson, or did not act on it. until about the verv

year when this Classis ofParanius was organized.

C. These vital principles of Church polity and Christian life

the ancestral Church in Holland bequeathed to the daughter

Church in America. These in their action, more or less perfectlv

reproduced on American soil, have made our Church what it has

become since 1800,—strong in the fear of God. in the search after

His will, in the reverence for His word, in the dignity and loftiness

of Christian conduct and activity, in the reach after souls over all

the wide world. Fidelity to such ideals has been our prosperitv,

—

the pledge, and the earnest, and the fulfiliment of growth. The ad-

herence to a policy so deep and broad, will keep us abreast of all

other workers in the field of Christ, when Classes and Svnods shall

count their centuries by many more than one.

III. The whole world, as well as the Classis of Paramus.

stands upon the threshold of another centurv of its existence.

Great has been the ferment and fever of progress in ever}' depart-

ment of human thought and achievement during this nineteenth cen-

tury. And also in Church life, in theological speculation, in re-

ligious thinking, an important crisis has arrived. Many men and

women in the Church of todav. as in that of 1800. stand with their

faces toward the seventeenth, sixteenth, or earlier centuries, looking

back to them for a yfuide to their thinkino-, the criterion of their re-
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liiLiiou- (()iisci()U>iuss, iIk' nu'thods ol tlu-ir ISiMc int(.'ri)i'rt;ili()n.

Hut m;m\- also ha\f their faces turned toward the twentieth and

succeedin|Li centuries. e\er ready lor that increasing; h>^ht which John

Robinson tokl the departiuQ Pilorinis in 1620. "C',od would yet

cause to break forth out of His hol\- word;" and wliich lias broken

forth, as the proi^ress of events has called for the re-adjustnient of

old faiths or opinions, by reason of an e\er widening knowledge of

the earth, of the universe, of man, of God. and of the Bible itself.

It is not for nie, or for anv single human judgment, amid con-

scientious tlifferences, arrogantly to decide whether the looking

backward, or the looking forward is the better. But tliis is sure,

and this is happv. Bv reason of the interaction and balancing of

thought and belief between the conservative and the progressive

positions, that whicJi is good in the old shall the more certainly re-

tain its hold upon the future; and that which is true and safe in the

new shall not find itself misplaced among those Christian teachings

which make for "true and undefiled religion" ; which furnish the

mould for character, rather than for creed; and w-hich therefore ap-

peal w'ith unfailing and convincing force to all human hearts that

love the good and want to do it. whether they worship "Jehovah,

Jove, or God.''

THE COLONIAL CHURCHES OF THE CLASSIS

The Rev. E. Tanjore Corwin. D. D.

THE circumstances ofthe Dutch Churches in America during the

' colonial period, whether considered morally, ecclesiastically.

or in their civil relations, were far from satisfactory. We can easily

understand that, morally considered, those early trading posts in

the interior, often at a considerable distance from the main settle-

ments, were not fields in which religion would be likely to flourish.

They were started in order to trade with the Indians; to secure their

valuable peltry for articles in exchange, which seem now to us to be

of the most trifling worth. Patents were sooner or later obtained

for tracts of land about these posts, for which the Indians were also

.satisfied, and which were confirmed by the civil government. Grad-

uallv, a few farmers began to locate about these centers; lor the
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trading posts were the centers of most of the early settlements and

Churches. Indeed, it is not a little snrprisino that the minister

and the Church so soon followed the trader, even quite into the

heart of the wilderness: vet such was the fact. And notwithstand-

ing- the unpropitious surroundings, this circumstance speaks vol-

umes for the inherent respect ot the early Huguenot and Dutch

colonists for religion.

The story ofthese beginnings is being told with increasing tre-

quency and elaboration as the generations pass, and the memories

of the traditions become obscured or altogether fade away. But it

is a happv circumstance that as traditions fail, and some of the

meager pages of the earl\- records perish by accident or indifference,

those which remain, like the leaves of the sibvl, become increasing-

ly valuable. Then also most earnest efforts begin to be put forth,

often without regard to expense, to supplement if possible from

other sources, the material that remains. And it is not a little sur-

prising how much can be accumulated, when once the business is

intelligently considered and prosecuted. Historical societies by

their labors and suggestions, and by the stimulus which they give,

have placed not only the country at large, but almost every local-

itv under lasting obligations to them. These societies have done

much to collect scattered tacts and to rescue records from oblivion,

and as their treasures increase, ever to classify them anew and in-

dex them, that investigators on the larger or more limited fields

mavbeable to collate the facts, and ponder them, and perhaps by

the aid of a little imagination, to think out and reconstruct the

history.

Not everv one, indeed, is calculated to do such work. The

task requires a deep interest in the subject, much plodding, and not

a little patience. But nothing is impossible to him who is willing to

toil. And to those who love such work, it becomes a perfect fasci-

nation. And they feel abundantlv rewarded as they i)erceive the

resurrection of the past taking place, and the men and the events

and the institutions taking their appropriate places in the history,

local and general; as they see them rising from the dead and

marching before their gaze, an exceeding great army. That pass-

ing pageant, changing from generation to generation, fought great

battles for us; battles in which we were deeply interested; battles

which gave us our privileges and coniforts; our Churches and

schools, and our homes. We ought not, therefore, to forget our
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ancestors, and what thc\ did tor us. W'c ought to honc>i them

and re\erence them.

Tlie Chinese worship their ancestors. Hut we fail to see what

these ancestors did for their posterity, which is for a moment to be

compared with what our ancestors haxe done for us. Ours not only

conquered this u ildcrness. but developed our unprecedented free

government, with its glorious principles respecting freedom ot

conscience. Obedience to the tilth conunandnu-nt, "honor thy

father and mother," migiit |)erhaps, not unjustly, be extended also

to our grandfathers as well, anfl to preceding generations. Said a

Japanese student to me on a certain occasion. "What is the mean-

ing of the promise attached to the fifth comandment,—That thy

days may be long in the land which the Lord, thy God, giveth

thee, does it refer to individuals or to nations ?" 1 asked him how

he would applv it to nations, and he quickly answered: "There is the

Chinese nation. \\hi<h has al\\a\s worshiped its ancestors: and

China is the oldest nation in the world." .Such was an oriental in-

terpretation of that promisf. But we occidentals, in our rushing

life, and our wonderful plans, and our eager anticipations ot the

future, are liable to torget the past altogether. I have met man\-

men who did not know their grandfather's name, so immersed were

they in the present, or at least indifferent to the past. But historical

inquir\- is always an incentive to progress. Respect for the

memorials of the past is a mark of ad\anced ci\ilization. Savages,

and those w ho live simply lor self care onlv for the present, and are

indifferent alike to the past and the future. With the growth of in-

telligence there always comes solicitude for the future; but it re-

quires a still larger degree of progress to develop an interest in the

past. Antiquities are too often passed by as rubbish, until an en-

lightened desire is awakened to understand the foundations of

society, and the sources of our present prosperity. Thus only by

due attention to the past can we prepare wisely for the future.

The topic assigned me is the Colonial Churches of the Classis

of Paramus. The history of most of these Churches has already

been more or less fully w'ritten, and could not, at any rate, be elab-

oratelv treated in a short paper. We can, therefore, only make a

(ew general remarks. It is onlv about two hundred and sixty }ears

since the first white settlers or traders ventured into Bergen county;

and another generation j^assed before Churches began to be formed.

It is difficult for us to appreciate all the hardships of those early
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colonial days. The whole coiinti')' was a w iltlcnicss, w ilh liands of

roving" savages. These were never to he trusted, and ahvavs to be

teartd. For a long while there were no roads, and no bridges.

There were a lew Indian paths along the water-sheds. Fur-bear-

ing animals abounded. They were almost without number. The
simplest, and often the only way of reaching the interior tracts of

land which now constitute the fair domain of Bergen and Passaic

counties was by rudely made boats, upon the streams. These streams

were fuller of water, and far more navigable then, than now, before

the forests h;id been cleared off and the countr\- drained. The
shipment ol the peltry, as well as the small cpiantities of grain

when they began to export it, was chiefly by these streams. A
few farmers gradually worked back from the rivers, and settled

where they happened to find a parcel of land well suited for

agriculture.

Now it was under such conditions that the first Cliurches began

to develop. They were not generally organized in a very formal

way, as we now organize Churches, but a few professors of

religion and their families would meet together to read a portion of

Scripture and offer prayer, sometimes using the prayers in the

Liturgy, and sing a psalm or two. Perhaps, also, they would

have a sermon read from the works of some old Dutch divines.

With the exception of the Church of Bergen, which dates back to

about 1 060, there were no Dutch Churches formed in New
Jersey during the Dutch swav, which ended in 1664. All our

Dutch Churches in New Jersey, with that one exception, were

formed under the English government. But those itw Huguenots,

who came from Harlem under the lead of David Demarest, about

1678, no doubt sometimes went all the way to Bergen, a distance of

twenty miles, to enjoy the ordinances of the sanctuary. There

they were served occasionally bv the ministers from New York.

But about 16S2 they probably built a little chiu-ch where the

French graveyard yet remains, near Cherry Hill. There they

held simple services, and may ha\-e occasionally been served by

Peter Daille and some ot the other French ministers of that day.

But in 1686 the Dutch Church of Hackensack was formed, and the

few Huguenots were soon entirelv absorbed in it. There were at

this time onl)' five Dutch ministers in America, namcU;, Tesschen-

maeker, Weekstein, Selyns, Dellius and Varick: and two French

ministers, Daille and Boudet. Some of these, Daille and Boudet,
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for oxani])lL', nia\- have occasional!)- olliciatcd for the French

C'hurcli, aiul we know that Tesscheiiniaeker supph'eil the hutch

C'luirch ol llackeiisack from time to tiiiu-. although he livetl in

Dchiware. No (h)ul)t, also, Selyns of New York and Varick of

l.on*;- Island, occasionalh' did the same.

The following' is tlu- entire list of Dutch Churches in north-

ern New Jersex' and Rockland C'ountx'. N. \'.. during the colonial

period, and indeed ilown to the end of the ci'utury, and almost

all of which were on the original territory of the C'lassis of

Paramus:

LIST (JF COLONIAL CHURCHES

Hergen 1660

Hackensack (P'rench) 1682

Hackcnsack 1686

Acquackanonk (Passaic) 1693

Fappan 1694

Belleville(Second River) 1700

Ponds I 7 10

Fairfield (Horse Neck or

Gansegat)

Schraalenburgh

Paranuis

Pompton

(Pompton Plains)

I 720

1724

1725

1736

Preakness

Clarkstown

(New Hempstead)

Totowa (Paterson)

Hackensack (Second)

Montville (Persippany

or Boonton)

.^cliraalenburgh (Second)

F^nglish Neighborhood

West New Hempstead

(Kakiat)

Saddle River

Ramapo
Stone House Plains

1798

/5 o

'75 5

1756

/ 5'

1750

1770

1773

1784

1785

1794

The condition of these Churches was also far from satisfac-

tory in an ecclesiastical sense. They were, indeed, under the

government of the Classis of Amsterdam, but that Ijody was too

distant to give them efticient care and oversight, and until the

middle of the eighteenth century there was no bond of union be-

tween them in this country. When a Coetus or .Association

was formed in 1748, it was not sustained with such unanimity as

was desirable: and alienations began, especially in Hackensack

and Schraalenburgh, which two generations later, with added

causes, culminated in the Secession. When the documents are

published, which have recently (1898) been obtained in Holland,
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additional light may be thrown on the origin of these difficul-

ties. A little forbearance at tirst would have saved an untold

amount of evil.

In their civil relations, the churches of New Jersey were better

off, at least at tirst. than those in New York. The Duke's Laws

of 1665, as to religion, never applied to New Jersey, as that terri-

tory was purchased by Carteret and Berkeley. Their conces-

sions and agreements, dated February 10. 1665 said, referring

to the oath of allegiance to Great Britain:

"That no person qualified as aforesaid, within the said prov-

ince, at any time shall be anyways molested, punished, disquieted

or called in question for any differences in opinion or practice,

in matters of religious concernments, who do not actually dis-

turb the civil peace of the said province; l)ut that all and every

such person or persons may. from time to time, and at all times,

freely and full)' have and enjoy his and their judgments and con-

sciences in matters of religion throughout the said province,

they behaving themselves peaceably and quietly and not using

this liberty to licentiousness, nor to the civil injury or outward
disturbance of others; any law, statute or clause contained, or

to be contained, usage or custom of this Realm of England, to

the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding.

"That no pretence may be taken by our heirs or assigns, for

or by reason of our right of patronage and power of advowson,
granted by his ^Majesty's Letters Patent, unto his Royal Highness,

James, Duke of York, and by his said Royal Highness unto us,

thereby to infringe the general clause of Libei'ly of Conscience

aforementioned: We do therefore grant unto the General Assem-
bly of the said province, power, by Act, to constitute and ap-

point so many ministers or preachers as they shall think fit, and
to establish their maintenance, giving liberty beside to any per-

son or persons to keep and maintain what preachers or ministers

they please.
'

The inhabitants, being free men, were then directed to select

twelve representatives from among themselves, who, with the

governor and council, should make laws, ordinances, and a con-

stitution. But after the division of the province into parishes or

other divisions, the free citizens were to elect on the first day of

January, freeholders, for each division, to be the representatives
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of the same. A majority ot tlu-sc. witli the governor and coun-

cil, shall constitute the (jeneral AssiMiihly.

Its ])o\vers are then detined :

"To enact and make all such laws, acts and constitutions as

shall be necessary tor the well-government of the said ])rovincc,

and them to repeal: Provided that the same be consonant to

reason, and, as near as may be conveniently ag-recable to the

laws and customs of his Majesty's Kingdom of l-'ngland: Provided
also, that they be not against the interests of us, the Lord's Pro-

prietors, our heirs, or assigns, nor any of those our concessions;

especially that they be not repugTiant to the article for Liberty

of Conscience above mentioned.

"W'e do also grant convenient proportions of land for

highways aiul for streets, not exceeding one hundred feet in

breadth in cities, towns and villages, etc. ; and for Churches, forts,

whar\cs, quays, harbors, and for public houses: and to each
parish, for the use of the ministers, two hundred acres, in such
places as the General Assembly shall appoint.

"The governor is to take notice, that all such lands laid out

for the uses and purposes aforesaid in the ne.\t preceding article,

shall be free and exempt from all rents, taxes and other charges,

ami duties whatsoever, payable to us, our heirs or assigns."

Now it is well understood that the "Freedom of Conscience"

granted by James to portions of New York in 1665, and which

in 1674 was extended to the whole province: and again, that

Freedom of Conscience which was granted in the "Charter of

Liberties" in 1683, was not from any inherent lo\'e of the princi-

ple, for James was a Roman Catholic; but only to give free in-

gress to papists. His brother, Charles U, was also a Catholic.

New York and New Jersey, during the first quarter of a century

under English rule, were under Catholic kings. But both were

restrained in England by their oaths of oftice, and after 1673 by

the Test Act. But the Test Act did not apply to colonies unless

they were specially mentioned. Now Carteret and Berkeley,

the proprietors of New Jersey, copied their concessions, more or

less closely, from the Dukes Laws, giving "Freedom of Con-

science" to all; and this was done partly for the same reasons,

perhaps, which inspired James; though partly from pure business

reason, to induce immigration. And although the Civil Assem-
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bly had the legal right t.) divide New jersey into parishes and to

provide for the maintenance of ministers, (Episcopal?), yet it is

probable that this was never even attempted. Neither do we
know that any Dutch Church was ever benefited by the gift from

the state of two hundred acres of land, although they probably

enjoyed exemption from taxation. But in 1702 Xew jersey was

surrendered by the pr()])rietors to the Crown.

In the meantime the Catholic regime in England had come
to an end in 1688, by the enforced abdication of James II, the

former Duke of York, and the accession of William III. in whom
England received a Dutch Protestant as her king.

But now there came an apparent restriction of -Liberty of

Conscience," for with the exclusion of Catholics from the suc-

cession, the original and normal policy of establishing the Churchy

of England in the colonies was begun. These efforts finally took

some sort of shape in Xew York, in 1693. in the so-called

'^Ministry Act: " but this act was completely shorn of its intent in

its passage through the legislature, which was overwhelmingly

Dutch; the very name. -Church of England." being studiously

excluded from all mention. Nevertheless unscrupulous gover-

nors perverted its meaning, and acted as though it had estab-

lished the said Church. This law, of course, had no reference

to New Jersey, although New Jersey, when it became united with

New York under a common governor, was one province with

New York. But the governors in the secret instructions from the

Crown, were always directed, more or less fully, to push the

Church of England as far as might be prudent. Some of them,

therefore, tried to compel Dutch Churches to obtain licenses

from them, to call ministers: but the Churches sometimes stoutly

resisted. Fears, however, were frequently expressed, in their

letters to the Classis of Amsterdam, by Churches both in New
York and New jersey, that they might ultimately lose their free-

dom in Church matters: but their fears proved groundless. After

1750, the Churches were never interfered with, and, by the Revo-

lution, religious equality became the fundamental law of the

whole land.
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e-iiiKriii> ()i<(;.\Ni/i:i) r>v ink classis

Thk Rkv. Pkikk H. Mu.iikK.N. 1). D.

Ml\.
Lliairnian. Fathers and Jirethren of the C'hissis. and

Fricmls:— It gave mc the greatest pleasure to accept the

kind invitation of your committee to meet with you on this joy-

ous birthday occasion, and with you to walk about Zion, tell the

towers thereof, mark her bulwarks and consider her palaces, for

this God has been our God and He will be our guide even unto

death; and we do this with no feeling- of boastfulness or of self-

ostentation, but with hearts overflowing with gratitude exclaim,

••The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad."

The subject assigned me signifies Church extension, which is

only another term for expansion in the Kingdom of Christ. But

below this principle is another which is its foundation and from

which it grows. It is the principle of Imperialism, pure and

simple, Avithout apology and without equivocation.

When God, in His love and tender compassion, would devise

some means to effectually answer the cry of suffering humanity,

it was His Son, His only begotten and well-beloved Son who
said. "Lo, I come, I delight to do Thy will," and when the gra-

cious offer was accepted, though "the kings of the earth set them-

selves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, He
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them

in derision," as He sends forth the proclamation, "I have set 'Sly

King upon My holy hill of Zion. Ask of Me and I will give Thee

the heathen for Thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the

earth for Thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of

iron: Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter"s vessel."

Therefore "kiss the Son lest He be angry, and ye perish from the

way when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they

that put their trust in Him.''

As the promise shone with a brighter light, and the purpose

of God became more clearly revealed through the holy men of

old who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, the prin-

ciple of imperialism became more pronounced. The wilderness

and the solitary place would be glad because of Him, and the
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desert would rejoice and blossom as the rose. All the ends of

the earth would see the salvation of our God. The dominion of

the Son would be from sea to sea, and from the river unto the

ends of the earth. His name would endure forever, men would
be blessed in Him. and all nations would call Him blessed.

When, in the fullness of time. He appeared on the earth, he
came as a King^, announced by the ang-els, worshiped by the

wise men and hunted by Herod.

At the beginning- of His ministry He resisted the temptation

that spread before Him the kingdoms of the world and the glory

of them, choosing to set up the spiritual kingdom that would be

all-embracing and eternal, though He knew that such a course

would lead Plim straight on to the cross. In Nazareth where He
had been brought up, He declared the fulfillment of Isaiah's

prophecy in Himself. He sent out His disciples to prepare the

way for the coming of the King. He would have no rival, for

His own declaration was, "He that loveth father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me, and he that loveth son or daughter

more than Me is not worthy of Me. '" And when He had con-

cluded His ministry, He announced to His disciples His omniiio-

tence in the startling declaration, "AH power is given unto ^le,

in heaven and in earth,"' followed by that comprehensive com-
mission, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to

every creature.

"

Then was set forth the principle of expansion, which those

followers failed to understand until the divine power came upon

them according to the Master's promise. His last words to them

declare His imperialism and the principle of expansion growing
out of it. for when they asked Him. -'Lord, wilt Thou at this

time restore again the kingdom to Israel .''" His reply indicated

that not to Israel only, but to the world would the kingdom
come, for they would receive power to become His witnesses unto

the uttermost parts of the earth. Where others failed and would

fail in grasping the dominion of the world by abusing the prin-

ciples by which alone such a conquest could be made. He con-

quered by giving Himself, by domg the will of God, by being

obedient unto death. In the fulfillment of the promise, the power
was given and the lambent flame set the followers of Christ on

lire and "The world for Christ " became their purpose in life.

Soon the kingdom expanded beyond the walls of Jerusalem into
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fiulca and (lalilcc, spreading- ihcncc- soutli and west round al)()uf

unlo I II vricuni and reachinL,'- Ronic, the imperial city, whicli it

C()n(|iuM"ed and made use of for its farther expansion until the

islamls of the sea aeknowledi^ed the dominion of the Kin<.^

This stupendous undertakin;^ is carried torward, not by the

force of arms, not hv the power and inliuence of the wisdom

and wealth of the world, for it is -'not by might nor by power

but b\- M \- Sjdrit. saith the I,ord of Hosts." Christ taught

the method and principle when He said, "I'he kingdom of

heaven is like unto leaven which a woman took and hid in

three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened." The

expansive power works l)y ])ermeating the mass until each

individual is (.(uickened into new life by the (.livine prin-

ciple. .Again, Christ taught, "The kingdom of heaven is

like to a grain of mustard seed which a man took and

sowed in his field, which indeed is the least oi all seeds; but

when it is grown it is the greatest among herbs and becometh a

tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge on the branches

thereof." d'hough the beginning may seem to be insignificant,

the expansive power causes tlie result to be marvelous by con-

trast. These two lessons set before us what is repeated in the

experience of every worker for Christ, who, though he may sow

in tears, will reap in joy.

l"he work of organizing Cliurches is one of the most hopeful

and satisfactory of all undertakings when we consider how few.

if indeed any of them, utterly fail in contrast with the multitude

of failures in business enterprises. Every Church, however small

in its beginning, becomes a center of influence to the surrounding

community, a tree that produces l)oth shelter and fruit.

There are seasons for sowing, and again seasons wlien the

land must lie fallow. Your history shows this, for during the first

twenty-live years of vour existeiice as a Classis only one Church

was organized; then for a period of ten years from 1859, five

were added to your roll. During the next ten years five more

sprang up, and for ten years from 1879 only one was organized:

while from the beginning of 1891 there was a new Church for

each of the five years following.

Besides and previous to the sowing there is the work of

plowing, and every alert and consecrated pastor is careful and

zealous in the work of his own field; while he has also a w^atchful
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eye on the rci^ion just l>eyoncl. wlierc he ninv l)e instrui-iicntal

in plowing- the soil in prejuiration tor the seecl-sowing.

We, as nienilxTs of tlic l\t'f()rnie<l Duteh Cluireh. have a

ylorious ancestry, luit we must not he content to li\e on what
they have done. We have the best ris^'-ht to this hand as the first

to organize a Protestant C hurch liere, but that fact will not avail

us anything unless we go forward to continue what we liave un-

dertaken. We have a creed so lil)eral as to embrace all who be-

lieve in Jesus Christ, our Lord, but we must not forget to teach it

to others. We ha\-e a Church poIit_\- safe enough to warrant the

security of our enter))rises for the futvu-e. We need an obstinate

hopefulness based on a tirm faith in Christ, our imperial

Leader. We need a settletl conviction as to the expansive power
of the Church of Christ. We need an aggressive determination,

fired by the Spirit of our Lord, th.at stoiis at nothincr short of the

conquest of the world for Christ.

FORMER MlXlSl'ER.s UF IHF CLASSLs

Pkok. Ferdinand S. Schenck, D. D.

IT
is with great pleasure thatl am. by your kind act, once again

a member of this Chassis. If it is but for a day, it is a mem-
orable day in your history. I am to speak to you for a little

while of the former ministers of the Classis,—those who twenty-

five years ago were the worthy successors of the founders and
early members of the Classis. I was examined by them and or-

dained into the ministry, and installed as pastor of the Church of

Clarkstown, in 1872. I am strangely linked to a more remote

portion of your history, even to the date of vour birth, for your

historian told us this morning that the first licentiate of this

Classis in 1800 was Henry Ostrander. I was examined for

license in the spring of 1872, by the Classis of Ulster, and Dr.

Henry Ostrander was my examiner in theology. The examina-

tion was considered remarkable, not from anything the student

said, but that it was so ably conducted by one over ninety-two

years old. who had been in the ministry seventy-two years. It

was, 1 think, his last ministerial act, for he died in the fall of
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that vcar. Df all those ministers who were nienihcrs of this

Classis when 1 was ordainetl \)\ them, hut a sins^le one remains

a member now, and he is w ith us here tochay, Dr. Jolm (jaston.

I cannot speak of him in his presi-nce as the subject deserves,

but \-ou all recoi^ni/.e and love the true man whose threat mind

and larsj;-e heart, whose excellent judi^jnient, \'ast exi)crience, and

Cfeniiine tlevotion ha\e made him a leader amons^ you for over a

(juarter of a century.

0[' the former ministers of the Classis I can select just a few

for special mention. And in this I conlnu' myself to those who
have passed into the life beyond. Three of my examiners still

stand out x'erv prominently in my memory of that crucial day in

my life. \)v. Ferdinand Vanderveer was my examiner in theol-

ogv. He was tall and portly, of g-reat diynity of bearini^, and of

an impressive manner. He was a master mind in theolot^y,

having- clear and comprehensive views and deep convictions:

his questions were clear and his kindliness of heart made him

very gentle. Agam, as in the case of Dr. Ostrander, the student

was lost sight of in the admiration the Classis gave to the con-

duct of the examination. Dr. Vanderveer was pleased to take a

fatherly interest in me while I remained in the Classis. I could

never account for it, except that my name too was Ferdinand;

but I valued it highly and greatly admired him.

INIarshall B. Smith was my examiner in Greek. He was a

man of wide culture, especially in classical scholarship. He
could read and speak Greek as well as I could P^nglish. He was

also a polished gentleman. I could see from the kindly twinkle

of his eye that he had discovered how much Greek I knew, but

he treated me with so much courtesy, almost deferential, that

the elders of the Classis and the members of my congregation

thought I knew as much Greek as he did. He was the stated

clerk of the Classis at that time, and at every meeting his cul-

ture and politeness greatly impressed me, winning his way in

the most intricate affairs and securing for himself hearty respect.

Dr. John T. Demarest was my examiner in Hebrew, but I

shall speak of him as mv parishioner, and life long friend. He
was for the tirst two years of my ministry a member of the con-

gregation, and every Sunday, rain or shine, found him in his

pew. He was a man mightv in the scriptures, able to quote

them readilv and lary^elv from the original Hebrew and Greek in
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liis ordinary con\-crsation, and was a great tlieologian. He was
at that time engayed in the preparation of his commentary on
the Catholic epistles. He was mentally alert not only, but was
specially gifted with great powers of wit and sarcasm; his keen
thought always found ready utterance. But I soon found he had
a most kind and noble heart. I dreaded preaching before him at

first, but his first criticism was so true and kind, his desire was so

evidently to do me good, and this was followed by such faithful

and loving suggestion and advice that I soon came to value his

presence as one of the greatest blessings of my early ministry.

^^hile his criticisms were kind and faithful, I soon found they

were only made to me; to my people he always spoke of me in

the highest terms of appreciation and commendation. Some of

you remember him well. He was tall, and spare, and straight,

his face sharp and expressive, his hair long and white, and his

eye full of fire. His speeches in Classis were concise, clear and
telling. One knew beyond the possibility of a misunderstanding
what he thought upon the question in debate.

\^hen he left the Church of Clarkstown to take charg-e of ao
Church in the Classis of Orange. I parted with him with deep
regret, but I soon followed him into that Classis, largely as I

found out afterwards, through his commendation: and my friend-

ship for him grew until his death.

My nearest neighbor was the pastor of the Xyack Church,
Henry \

. Voorhees. and an excellent neighbor he was.

The Church of Clarkstown, when I became its pastor, was
deeply in debt and greatly distracted over the building of their

new and handsome church, and it was feared many of its lead-

ing families would leave it. Mr. Voorhees would have been the

gainer had he given any encouragement to this spirit; instead,

he frankly informed the disaffected that he would not welcome
them to his Church and urged them to remain with their own.
Thus he did everything he could to sustain the young pastor of

the troubled Church, and particularly I remember he several

times arranged an exchange of pul])its with me. A great honor
I felt it to preach to his large congregation, and my own people

appreciated not only hearing him. but that he had asked me to

preach in his pulpit. He was a man of rare eloquence, of deep
emotion, vivid imagination and strong spirituality, having great

command of language and an intense style. His sermons were
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carct"ull\' i)i\'])ait.'(l ami drlix (.Ti'd with tlirillin;,,'- powrr. Miit Lcifted

as he was in i^reachiuL;-. ho was far more li^itU'il in praNi'i'. llis

strong- faith bore human need and h)n,e;'iny; into the throne room

ot the s^raeious Kim^-; foHowin^' him, whetlier in C'hissis or in

Church serx'ice, all fell we were having- an audience with our Loi'd.

Passing;' many Classical inci<lents worthy of note, let me
descrilie the Classical \'isitation of 1875. It was planned with

much care, carrieil out with self-sacrilice, and resulted in much
ijooti. The Churches weie divided into j^roups of tliri-e or four.

Xyack, I'iermont. Tappan and Clarkstown formed oni' yroup.

Then for three days the ministers of the other Churches visited

eachgrou]). Two ministers spent a day with each Church aiid

then went to the next Church in the s^roup. Vwo ami sometimes

three services were held in each Church each cLay. The pastor

conducted them. ( )ne of the visiting- ministers preached and the

other made an address. All the ministers in the Classis entered

heartily into this work, seeking- to arouse the Churches to a

higher spiritual life and to lead Christians to seek the conversion

of souls to Christ. I can mention but two of the former minis-

ters in connection with it.

Dr. John H. Duryea, of Paterson, spent a day with our

Church of Clarkstown. He was a venerable and fatherly man;

a large man of impressive bearing, and when aroused ]>y his

subject, of great though quiet force. A man of large brain and

warm lieart, and his sermons were strong in thought and tender

in appeal. At the close of the evening- service a young lady felt

impelled to do what she had never before thought it was her priv-

ilege, or even duty to do. In coming down the aisle she spoke

to a young lady friend concerning- her soul. She was surprised

and delighted to find the subject eagerly welcomed, and still

more delighted to lead her friend into the service of her Lord.

Mr. Voorhees and I visited this Church of Paramus, in \\hich

we are now meeting. Dr. Govn Talmage was at that time its

pastor. Dr. Talmage was a model preacher, and a model pastor.

His gifts were both brilliant and substantial: the play of his

imagination adorned his clear and strong reasoning, and his enthu-

siastic nature gave an irresistible charm to his sermons, and his

whole being was breatlied upon by the spirit of God. But not

only was the puljMt the throne of his power; he was enthroned in

the homes and hearts of his people. He was greatly interested in
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tlie Classical xisitatioii, and (.•s|)<.'(iall\- in tlic nuetiii^s <il his dwn

Church.

Alter the cxcnini^ scrxicc, when we were sitting in the com-

fortable stiulv ol' the parsonage discussiji::; the e\'ents ot the (lay,

his wife said t(j him, "Hid \-ou notice Mr. N in Church attain this

e\'enint)? He was there last iii^ht, too, and he seemed to me
deeply thoughtful." "Yes, I noticed him," he replied, "and I

shall go to see him the first thing- in the morning." Then he told

us how he had tried long and hard to get hold of the man, and

had tailed; hut he hoped he would now succeed. In the morning

alter he had taken us on our w a\' to the next Church, he went on

at once to his parishioner to win him lor his Master. Alert and

powerful in the pu]])it, he was also (|uick to see and prompt to em-

l)race exery oi)portunity ot reaching his |)eople, and his genial and

sympathetic nature, and gracious manner g;ne him a ready access

to their hearts.

I must mention hut one more name, James Huy.ssoon. pastor oi

the First Holland Church of Paterson. A man oY fine ability, ex-

cellent judgement, and gentle, loying spirit, he won the confidence

of all and was a power for good in the Classis.

These men steadih- shining in their dod-giyen places remind

one of Carlyle's rendering of Goethe's striking description ot a

true man:
"Like as a star.

That maketh not haste.

That taketh not rest.

Each one fulfillini;-.

His God-given hest.'

Doubtless the\' are still shining in (iod's hea\-ens, only they

are now bex-ond the yision of our mortal eyes.

THE HOLLAND .SPLAKL\(; CIICKCIILS OF ITIK CLASSLS

TiiK Rkv. Maritn Fi.U'sk.

THL four Holland Clnu'ches, to which nn' subject refers, Lodi,

Passaic, Patersf)n and Worlendyke. contain one-fitth ot the

entire number of tamilies, and aboye one-fifth of the total member-

•ship in lull communion in our Classis.
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riu' Hiill.ind lirancli i >t our (Icnimiinalioii is not a foreign ele-

nu-nt. wliich lu-cds to hi- assimilated hetore it is tiillv and \itally one

with us. This inistakt'ii idea niav hf entertained bv ad(>i)tcd sons

that ha\x' never entered fulK' into tlie Hte and histor\ ot the Re-

formed Church.

Our ilenomination is the home ot the Holland jieople in Amer-

ica. No statement can he more tirmlv estalilished by histor\ . In

fact, our Church has a double nativitv: she has two mother tonj^ues,

Holland and American, but in her infancy she knew the Holland

onlw h"or coinenience sake, |)ermitmeto make mention ot the

non-Holland (.'hurches of Classis as the Knyj^lish-speaking'

Churches.

This double nalix it\'. as we ha\e calletl it, makes our Church

especially dear to us; it is the best Church in America. We are

remindetl of a very aj^t illustration, used by a noted theologian, Dr.

Kuyper, and it deserves repetition. Speaking to Holland- Ameri-

can.s, he urged them to retain their Holland language, but also to

acquire the English as rapidlv as j)ossible. He said. "A Holland

tulip in the Netherlands is worth one cent: an English tulip is worth

the same; but when a florist can bv careful cultivation combine in

one tulip the characteristics of both, such a tulip is worth ten

cents." This illustration applies exactlv to our denomination, be-

cause by the happy blending of the two branches of our Church,

she rises in our estimation ten-fold.

In comparing the Churches of our Classis, the English-speak-

ing Churches are far ahead in organization, and in abundance ot

machinery. There is a long list ot societies of various names and

various objects. But it takes much oil and a tremendous motive

power to keep all this machinery moving, and an engineer of cool

head and steady hand to avoid collisions. We concede that there is

a great deal of usefulness in this abundance of organization, but we

fear that it becomes often a burden, and that it is much overdone.

Our Holland Churches have no Christian Endeavor societies, no

praver meetings, no missionary societies, no Ladies' Aid societies,

no church choirs. I am speaking now only of these four Churches

of our Classis. Our Holland Churches in the West are mostly sup-

plied with missionary societies, and prayer meetings, and some

have a C. E. society. When you hear of this dearth of machinery

you probably ask, "What do they have?" I will mention two or

three of the prominent characteristics, which to some ot you may
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seem to be relics ot harharisni. The Holland Churches all have

regular, systematic family visitation. Every family is visited at

least once, and in the smaller Churches, oftener. each year, by the

pastor, accompanied by an elder. The particular object of this

visit is a talk on personal religion. These visits pr(j\e a vast bene-

fit to the Church. It stirs up the hearts to faithfulness, and gives

the pastor a definite personal knowledge of the s])iritual and other

needs of his people. We highly recommend this systematic work

in the families of the Church. The second important feature of

the work in our Holland (Churches is the regular catechetical instruc-

tion of the children and young people, directly by the pastor.

Each Church has generally three classes that come weekly for in-

struction. The infant class, consisting of all children under twelve

years ot age, are instructed in the simple leading truths, and espec-

ially in sacred historv. The middle cla.ss, from twelve to seven-

teen or eighteen years, is instructed move es])eciall\- in the doc-

trines of our church; while all the young people take up the study

of the Compendium before they unite with the church. Those of

our young people that have been faithfullv sent to these classes

from childhood have a good general knowledge of scrijjtural truth,

and are thoroughlv indoctrinated.

When two theological students asked permission of absence

from a certain Monday's recitation in order that they might spend

the .Sabbath with some \acant Church, the belo\'ed professor. Dr.

Mabon, now of sainted memory, with his usual force remarked.

''Certainly, you Dutch boys know more of theology when you come
here, than some of these American boys when they graduate."

These catechetical classes fill the void occasioned by the lack of other

young people's societies. Thev afford the young a place to go to and

something to do which becomes a real and lasting benefit to them.

There are. however, other gatherings : a teacher's meeting in lieu

of the prayer meeting: young men's societies that in some in-

stances do the work of missionarv societies, etc. The Holland

Churches are noted for large attendance at their ]niblic services

on the Lord's day. The children attend with their parents.

They adhere strictly to public baptism. No child is baptized at

home except in exceptional cases, because of sickness or other

equally valid reasons. Onlv choral music is used in the regular

services, and the entire congregation sings. This all may appear

very severe and stiff, or austere, but let me assure you that the
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spirit of our Hollaiul people is not as severe and harsh as mioht

seem from external appearances, or as one might gather from a pav-

tial acquaintance. As a proof of this statement, you are referred to

the evidence trom their language. The Holland language is richer

than the English in words e.xpressing the gentler and gracious at-

tributes of God. riie Holland language can furnish two words

to one to e.xpress the sentiments of pity, grace, mercy, compas-

sion, and lo\ing-kindness.

Should not these HoIUukI Churches ot Classis Americanize?

I use this term in its usual significance. We answer yes, but grad-

uallw If these Churches are too conservati\e. and in the spirit of

l)rejudice refuse to adopt American methods and language where

these become necessary, they would get into the predicament of

the hen in the recent kindergarten story. The hen was raising a

familv of ducklings; proudly she led them and scratched and

clucked, but arriving at a pond, her family swam away, leaving her

greatly distressed on the shore. Conservatism is one of the virtues

of our Holland people, but if indulged in to excess, the rising gen-

eration may swim away from under its mother's wings.

On the other hand, a rapid and forced change toward Ameri-

canization would be equally unfortunate; it would make many of the

most staunch and faithful workers so accustomed to fcjrmer meth-

ods and language and too far advanced in years, perhaps, to ad-

just themselves to the new. exceedingly unhappy and incapable of

further activity. Too hasty a departure causes one to forget many

things that may be useful on the journey. These relics which we

have mentioned are exceedingly valuable. Bring all that is good

along. Thev are jewels that must never be left behind. They may
require resetting, but bring them along. The entire denomination

will sparkle and shine the brighter.

A young Holland- American, a plumber by trade and a first-

class mechanic at that, was recently asked to do a small job at

repairing a leaky pipe. He |)romised to come, but delayed two

davs beyond the appointed time. He was asked again and urged

to hasten. He promised faithfully, but again delayed. For a third

time he was asked, with a great deal of Holland persistency. He
came, but seemed to have come so quickly that he forgot his over-

alls and lead. Fortunately he had a helper with him. The helper

was sent post haste to get the useful articles. It took him an hour

and a half; meanwhile the plumber sat and made time and rested.
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ni)ll;uul ("luirclu-s, Aincricaiii/c ! Conu', but ^ct well ])re])arc'cl

before you come. Imayine your dilemma, slK)uld you come too sud-

denly and leave behind much that is indispensable to your useful-

ness. It is verv well for our Kn,i;lish -speaking bn-thrcn to make

great sudden leaps; they have so much machinery, so many help-

ers. To chanoe the metaphor, they need but press a t)Utton. as

it were, and the lead is there, yea, even the .^old. l>iit how-

hopeless our position, should we conic thus unprei)ared. These

four Holland Churches, we ]o\c them. There they lie, along

the southern border of Classis. Their \cry location is exceed-

ingly suggestive. They lie in a semi-circle, like the extended

arms of a saint in prayer, appealing to heaven and to you. To

vou their ajipeal comes, that vou follow not the clamor of other

denominations for revision of standards or the remoxal of sacred

landmarks: and to Heaven, that (itxl may bless our beloved
( 'hurch and land.
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TllK Rl.V. 'FlUODOKK W. Wki.i.ks, D.D.

THK Classis ot Parainus has retiuestetl nie to prepare a statistical

hist()r\-. Such a history, \ery tcjrtunately tor its author, pre-

ckules all attempt to beautiix' its la.noua^e w ith the graces ol com-

position, or tin- ornaments of rhetoric. Its elociuence must he re-

vealed through the subtle and mysterious ])o\ver ot numbers, and

the reader's attention must be retained through j)ersonal interest in

the suliject.

The Classis ot Paramus is a well-known ecclesiastical assembly,

organized in accordance with the reciuirements ofthe constitution of

the Reformed Church in America. Its object is the promoticju of

the cause of Christ. Its acts and proceedings are a part of the

history of our Redeemer's kingdom in its conflict with the world

and its execution of the command ot its ascended Lord, "Go ye

into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. " The

Classis commemorates the one hundredth year of its life, that a re-

view of God's goodness mav arouse the Churches under its care

to greater exertions tor the spread ot the truth, that erelong the

light of the glorious Gospel of Christ may encircle the globe.

The General Synod in |une, 1800, divided the Classis of Hack-

ensack into two parts, one of which was to !)e known as the Classis

of Bergen, the other as the Classis of Paramus.

Delegates from the Churches designated by the General .S}-nod

to tbrm the Classis of Paranuis, met for that purpose Tuesday, Sep-

tember 2, 1800, in the Church at Paramus and tormally organized

the Classis. At this meeting the Churches forming the Classis

were represented as shown in the table on the next page.

The Classis thus constituted contained, according to the rec-

ord, nine Churches and five pastors; each pastor, with one excep-

tion, serving two Churches. This exception, h(nve\'er, was only
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a]:)parent. The Rr\. Wilhclmus I'Jliii^c was pastor of tin- C'liurch

at Saddle River, ori^anized in 17S4, as legalK- and t'iill\- as he was

pastor (tl the Churcli at Parainus. When in iSii he desired, be-

cause ot (hssatisfaction in the Saddlt- i\i\'ei- Church, to ser\c the

l-'arannis Church only, it was necessar}' to have the existing ])astor-

ate dissohcd by Classis, a new call from the Paramus Church ex-

ecuted and appro\cd and Mr. I'Lltins^e loiinalh' installed pastor ol

tiie Paranuis Clunch. Atter these things were accomplished, the

Church ot" .Saddle Ri\er, without any .-ubsequent act ol Classis, ap-

pears u|)on the roll.

Tin-: FIRST ROLL OF CLASSIS

Churche.s.

Hackensack and
Schraalenljiirgh

Acciuaekanonk
and Tolowa

Kiikiat and
Raniapo

Raramus

Tappan and
Clarkstown

Ministers.

Solomon i'^i'ocli''h

Elders.

Garret 1 )nrvea

Ilenricns Schoonniaker Paulus Ranlison

George (i. BrinkerhotT Joseph Goetschiiis

Wilhelmns Fltinge
;
Abraham Westervelt

Nich(jlas Lansina,-- Teiims T. 'rohiian

*Wa.s not present until the .second day of the .session.

It required more than hall a centnr\- lor these ten Churches to

become distinct and indepc-ndent pastoral charges. 'Vhv. increase ot

l)opulation was not ra])id and the pastors were greatly endeared to

the hearts of the people. This created a sentiment, widespread and

])0\verful, ad\'erse to change and accented the thought frequently

expressed even in the closing years of the centur), that what was

good enough for the fathers is good enough t'or their children.

Acquackanonk led the way and became an independent pastoral

charge in i<Si6. Totowa was rent in twain in 1S27. The Second

Church of Totowa was independent trom its organization, but the

First Church of Totowa not until 1833. Ta])pan and Clarkstown

remained one pastorate until US30. Saddle River, Ramapo and

West New Hempstead became independent in 1X53. Hackensack
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and Schraaleiiburgh were one when seceding in 1S22, a> w lien in

1800 tliey stood at the liead ot' the roll of the Churches of the

Classis of Paramus.

The tirst Church organizctl 1)\- the Classis was at Warwick.

Orange Countv, X. \ . l-'roni a date unknown, there was a Pres-

byterian Church at Warwick, having a settled pastor, the Rev.

Jonathan Elmer, as early as 1750; but, Sabbath, January 8, 1804,

this ancient Church was organized as a Reformed Dutch Church

and so continues, abiding in strength, ever loyal and true.

The increase of Churches in the Classis. the date of their or-

ganization, the pastors serving them, the elders representing

them, together with the changes that have taken place in the

Church roll of the Classis. are exhibited in the schedule on the

preceding page.

From this exhibit it is evident that the Classis has organized

twenty-four Churches: that two have seceded, that one has been

rent in twain, one transferred to another Classis and two dis-

baiided. \\'ith all these changes the number of Churches under

the care of the Classis has never been less than the original num-

ber, as Warwick and Pascack were organized previous to the se-

cession of 1822. Of the twenty-four Churches organized by the

Classis eighteen were organized since 1850. nine during the

twenty-tive years beginning with 1850. and nine during the

twenty-five years beginning with 1875.

The (. hurches now enrolled number twenty-eight; tive are

vacant and two are served by the same pastor. The Classis

when commemorating its centennial anniversary, contained 28

Churches, 22 pastors, 27 elders. 3 ministers cuurili, and 4

ministers without a j^astoral charge: a gain in one hundred years

of 18 Churches. 24 ministers ami 22 elders. If the law of de-

velopment j)revailing in the natural wt)rld. The slower the

growth, the tirmer the tiber, " applies to ecclesiastical assemblies,

the Classis of Paramus must, of necessity, be as staunch as

the oak, as sturdy and hard as the hickory, ami destined to

survive all the tempests and storms of the coming century.

Since its organization, the Classis has been convened three hun-

dred and seventy-three times. Until 1834 the stated sessions

were annual; but in that vear they became and have continued

semi-annual. The stated sessions of the Classis have numbered

167, the extra sessions, 206.
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Of thosL- three lumilictl and sc\cnt\--tlir(.'C meetings. 2^ were

held at .\c(|uackaii()nl<. ici at Hroadway, I'aterson, i at C'en-

terville. 2l> at ( lark^towii, 4 at Cliltoii, 3 at iMi'st IloUand

Lodi. 5 at First lloMand, I'assaie, 4 at Imt^I ilollaiid. raterson,

14 at I''irst. 'I'otowa, 1 at ( larlield, 2 at (ili'ii Koek. 5 <'it

Hackensaek, 61 at S\-ii()d's Kooms, New NOik', ^ at Nortli Cliui'eh,

Passaic, 1 at Xortli I'ateison. 5 at ( )hl 'lOtowa. 2() at I'aranius. 14

at Pascack, iS at I'ienuoiit, 14 at Kainapo, 1 at Kaniseys. 3 at

Ridgewood, 15 at Saddle l\i\er, 5 at Schraalenl)iiri;-h. 2 at Secoinl

Lodi, 22 at Second '["otowa, 9 at Sjiriny N'alley, 19 at 'ra])])an, 17

at Warwick, iS at West New 1 lenijistead. 'Tliese nieetint^s liave

been attended !)} 6,809 niend>e]-s. < )t' this number 3,710 were

ministers and 3,099 were ehlers. Tlie avera^'-e attenchmce at the

meetings of the dassis has been 18.25: ministers, 9.94:

elders, 8.3 i

.

'lT)e acts and proceeding's of the C'hissis at these sessions

liave been carefully recorded and are well preserved in seven

folio volumes. These volumes may be found in the Gardner A.

Sag-e Library at Xew Brunswick, N. J.
'I"he tirst volume be-

gins with the meeting held for the organization of the Classis

September 2, 1800; the second volume begins with the records

of an extra meeting held at Ramapo June 15, 1824; the third,

with the records ot an ordinary meeting in the Second Church

of Totowa, September 13, 1836; the fourth, with the stated

Fall session September 16, 1862; the fifth, with the stated Fall

session, September 21, 1880, the sixth, with the stated Spring ses-

sion, April 8, 1890; the seventh, with the stated Spring session,

April 18, 1899.

These records have been written by the following minis-

ters, who have served the Classis as stated clerks:

STATED CLERKS.

Wilhelmus Eltinge 1800— 1818 Chas. S. Hageman 1842— 1846

James D. Demarest 1819— 1823 John H. Duryea 1846— 1858

Wilhehnus Eltinge 1824—1833 Philip Peltz 1858— 1861

Alex. H. Warner 1833—1837 J.
Paschal Strong 1861— 1872

John L. Liddell 1837—1838 Marshall Ix Smith 1872—1874

Ebenezer Wiggins 1838—1840 William H.Clark 1874— 1886

Philip M. Brett 1840 — 1842 J. C. Van Deventer 1886—1892

Ebenezer Wiggins 1842— 1842 Theo. W. Welles 1892
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'I'lic tiist ;u-t of tlu- ('l;issis ;iIIlt its orj^aiii/.atii m \\a> an cx-

orcisr dI" it> ••pccnliar prc'io^Mtixr. llu- i'\'aininalii)ii ol' students ol

theoloj^y, with a \icw oltlii-ii- Ix'CDiniii'^ candidatrs for tlu' min-

istr}'." 'I'lu- sludcnl tluis t'.xaniinrd was I li.'iir\- < )sli'an(K'r. Tlic

rL'Sult of his I'xaniination was his liiensuic to |)rt.'ach thr (iospol.

He si;^iie(l the lonnuhi Septt-ndx-r ^. iS<xj. lie was ()r(hdned by

die( lassis ol Alhaiu', and loi' se\i'nty-two \ears was eni^ai^ed

ill the work' of the in iiiistrs'. Wi- dit'(l in liie niiiel x'-third \'eai" ol

liis a^e, No\einlier 22, 1S-2.

So loiii^'- as Dr. Soh)ition I'loeliL^h was a ])r()i'essor ol tlieol-

oj^y, ainenaiiK' lo the (;i.'iiei'al S\no(l of the Kelormed ('hiircli,

ap])licaiits lor liei'iisiire wei'e iiimieroiis: hut after his secession

there was a marked fahin^- off. I'lie students of theoh>}^y ex-

amined and lici'iiscd 1)V the (Massis lia\e hcen the tollowin^:

STi'DicxTs ol' ']"iii:()i,()(;v, idcic.xsi-;!) iw •riii': clas^i.-.

Henry Ostrander Sci)t. 3, 1800 Cyrus d. V'anderveer May '-'4,1859

Jacol) Schf)onmaker Oct. (>. iSoi Thomas S. Dusinhenc Mav 24, 1S64

Ka]])li Wcstervell Oct. (>, 1801 James H. Bcrthoh' June 4. iSf);

John I. Christie Oet. 6. 1801 lidwanld. Aekennan .May 25, iS(u)

I'eter 1>. I'roeiij^h Oet. 6, 1801 Peter K. Kij) .May 24. 1870

Cliarles IIar(lenl)erj;li C)ct. 5, 1B02 John Kershaw Sep. k;. 1S72

James I). Demaresl Oet. 5. 1803 John A. Van Xesle July 12, 1875

Peter Overbagh Oet. 5, 1803 Abrain 1. Marline May 2(), iS7()

Samuel Bogert Apr. 24, 1804 Ocorge IJ, Lydecker May 21. 1S77

Andrew N. Kittle Aug. 5. 1806 Sipko Rederus May Ji. 1877

Thomas Holiday Aug. 5, i8o(') Robert H. Barr May 27, 1878

Cornelius T. Demarest Oet. 6. 1807 Isaae E. House June 2, i87()

Jaeob R. H. nasl)rouek Aug. 2. iSoS John Smit July 2, 1883

Abraham Hoffman Aug, 2. 1808 Walter Winants May 23. 1892

Stephen Z. (loetschius July 27, 1819 William M. C. Jacobs May 23, 1893

Oeorge l)u Bois July 27. iSk) John S. Van Orden May 23, 1893

James (J. i-Jriiikei liiifl Julv 27, 1819 Elias P>. \'an .Vrsda'ic May 23, 1893

Henry Hater Aug. (>. 1850 Teunis H. IhjoiUe June 29, i89()

Wesley Taylor Aug. (>. 1850 Frederick Dekker June 29. 1890

John A. DeBaun July 31. 1855 Hans H. Spoer Junc2(j, 1S9S

Wm. (r. Ilasselbralh A])r. i?, 1856 Clifford P. Case May 18, 1900

Tlic w hole mimlu-r olliceiUiates is 42. ( )l this number se\-en-

teen were licensed pre\iou> to 1820, leaxin^ only tu eiit \- li\c lor the

reniaininyciohty years ol the centur\. Irom July, iSi<;. to An-

.^iist, 1S50, there was no one Hceiised 1)\ the ("lassis. The licen-

sures ui"the latter hall of the centur\- ha\e therelorc exceeded those
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<M the ln>l li.ill. I'liiic i> ^till iiccd, li(i\\c\<T, ol caiin-^I |)ra\ri'

l<ii- ,1 j^ir.ili'i nimilu T llllcd lo m.ikc kiiMUii iIh- tiiilli a^ it is in

jrMis, tli.il the (iiiKHHsl (il the winld loi (liiisl lli.i\ l>c iKisttllcd.

Two til those licensed tn ITeaell tile ( i()^|i( 1 lia\e IKit ent< !( d

the ininisliN . (Jiuol them (oiilimitd a iik iiiliei' nl iheChissis lor

si.\t\"-lour N'ears, teniiinatiiiL; his t (iiiiie( tioii with tlie ( las.sis by

death. The otiur, so lai' as the records sliou, is still a caiKhdate

lor the (lo^pel miiii>ti\, Ik tilled in iSs^. The lic<nse ol another

has l)e(.ii i"e\iiked and he is ^ettled as a pastor o\'er a (hnrch that

is not considered e\ ani^elical. h'tanlet'n ai'e still li\iniLi and are en-

I'olled anions the inniistr\- ol the Kelornied ("hnrch.

rile live niniisters who u ere inenil lers ol t he ( 'la>si^ al its or-

mani/ation. w ere the onl\ nnnisler^ of the ("lassie nntil November,

lS(.)4, when the l\e\. ChaiK^ I lardeni )erL;h. a licentiate ol the

C'lassis, was ordained and installed pastor ol a recentl\' oiL;ani/.ed

Reloinied ( "hnri h at Warwick, ( )raniie C'ountx', N. ^'. Mi'. Har-

denher^li was the lirst minister ordained 1)\- the ("lassis and the

liist to he installed as p.istor. Attii the ordination ol .Mr. Ilardeii-

her^h, t\\cnt\- \'ears passt'd ,iwa\ without the oi'dination ol a min-

ister in aii\- ol the ChiiiH-hes ot the ("lassis. 1 )iiriii^ the liisl hall

ol the ceiitur\' there were oiil\ ele\en ordinations, (liirin<4 the ne.\t

lorl\' \ears, thirteen, and duriiiLi the last decade, sext'ii.

Of the caiuiiclaU's lor the niiiii>tr\- ordaiiud li\ the Classis,

.six were hcentiatcs ot the Cdassis, sixteen are still h\ inj.;, se\eii are

members of the (dassis, the eldest ot whom, the l\e\. Cornelius

I'-ltiiiL;!' (rispt'll, I). I)., was ordained liltxci^lit \-ears a_i;(), .Sept.

14, 1.S42. 1 lis connection with the ("lassis has not, Iiowcmm', been

continuous. Me has \n-vn in his present ])astorati' since 1.S79. '1 lie

Rev. fohii A. "Van Ne.ste. ord.iined |ul\- 12. 1S73. is the only one

who has remained tor more than t wcntN-liNc \ ears jiastor ot the

Church over which he- was ordained. Two ol those ordaiiieii have

been calk'd to serve in a professorial chair in our theoloiL^ical semin-

aries, and se\(n ha\i' recei\cd thedemce ol I ). I ).

The whole mimi)er ordained b\- llu- Classis duriii!^ the ceiilury

is thirty-one, at such times and places as are designated in the

table upon the iie.xt i);iiL;e.

Ot the \\\v ministers who coiistiinted the Classis at its oryani-

/ation, the lirst to se\cr Ids connection with the Clas.sis and also tlu'

first to taste ot'tleath, was thi- lirst president ol the Classi.s. the Re\'.

George G. Brinkerhofi' of West New Hempstead and Ramapo,
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who was dismissed to the Classis of Montgomery in iSoS. and died

in 1813, aged fifty-two years. The first to die, his Hfe was sliorter

by twenty-two years than the Hfe of any of his associates in the or-

ganization of the Ch\ssis. The last of the organizers of tlie Classis

to depart this hfe was the first stated clerk of the Classis, the Rev.

Wilhelmus Eltinge, D. D. , of Paramus. who fell asleep in lesus in

18s I, aged se\-entv-three years.

CANDIDATES ORDAIXED BY THE CLASSIS.

Candid.vies for

Orui.natujn.

Licensing

Cl.ASSIS.

Charles Hardenbergh
Jefferson Wynkoop
Christopher Hunt
Isaac D. Cole

Alexander H. Warner
Peter

J. Quick

Ebenezer Wiggins
Philip .M. Brett

Cornelius E. Crispell

Charles S. Hageman
Daniel Lord

E. Tanjore Corwin
A. D. Lawrence Jewett
Cyrus G. VanderVeer
James Huyssoon

John R. Brock

Ferdinand S. Schenck

John A. Van Neste

Samuel Streng

Daniel Van Pelt

AVilliam H. Nasholds

William Wormser
John Smit

Peter Crispell

George G. Seibert

Isaac Van Kampen
D. Lawrence Betten

Garrett M. Conover
Teunis H. Hoonte
Fred. G. Dekker
Henrv Wells Brink

Paramus
New Brunswick

New York

New York

New Brunswick

Philadelphia

S. New York

New York

New Brunswick

New Brunswick

Bergen

Bergen

P. , Luzerne

Paramus
New Brunswick

Passaic

Ulster

Paramus
Illinois

New York

Albany
New Brunswick

Paramus
Kingston

Bergen

Rensselaer

New Brunswick

Raritan

Paramus
Paramus
Ulster

!

When
OkDAlNKD.

Nov. II. 1804

Oct. 6. 1824

Oct. 12. 1830

May 24. 1831

Nov. 15. 1S32

Apr. 25, 1S37

Nov, 15, 1837

Sep. 12. 1838

Sep. 14. 1842

Sep. 14. 1842

Oct. 5. 1S47

Aug. 25. i?57

Aug. 25. iS-7

Nov. 8. 1839

May 2g. 1850

Sep. 17, 1S62

Sept. 17, 1872

July 12. 187?

June 26, 1S77

July 16, 1877

July 10. 1879

June 26, 1S82

July 24. 1883

Aug. 3. 1887

July 5, 1892

June 20, 1S93

Sep. 13. 1S94

lune 1 1. 1895

July 22. 1896

July 21. 1S96

May 29, 1S99

Wheke

Okdainkl'.

( Warwick
W. N. Hempst'd
Clarkstown

I

Tappan

I

CIarkstown

I

Clarkstown
' Totowa, First

I

Nyack

i

Piermont

I

Nyack
' Nyack
Paramus
Piermont

.Uiss/o;i(rrv

,
Lodi, HoU.

W.N. Hempst'd

Clarkstown

Ridgewood
Clarkstown

Spring Vallev

Ramapo
Passaic. Holl.

Wortendyke
Warwick
Garfield

Saddle River

Pat"n,FirstHoll.

1

Hawthorne
Lodi, Holl.

Wortendyke

I

W. N. Hempst'd

.Abhreviatious : P.. Fresbyterj; S.. South: W.. West; Holl.. Honaml
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riu- Ri\-. SoldiiKin l-rofli^li. 1). I ). , who \\;is appuiiilcd l)\-

< ic-iural SyiKul to or>;aiii/c* thr Classis and Wy w lujin tin* scrmDii

tortlu- occasion was preached, st-codcd in 1.S22 and fivi- vcars lat<r.

dc|)artcd this hlc in liis sr\x-nt\-sixth vcar.

The oth'T ministerial orv^anizers of the Classis, the Rev. Hen-

ricus Schoonmaker, and the Rew Nicliolas Lansing, D.I)., were

octoLjcnarians, the tornier (hpartinv; this lifi- in 1S20, ei^litv-one

years ol ai;e. and the latter in i>>35, ayed eijiihtv-seven vears.

Ihe combined ayes of the fi\e ministerial ort^anizers (jf the

Classis is three hundred antl seventy vears; an a\erage l)eyond

the three score vears and ten. which the Psalmist considered the

measure of "the days of the vears" of mankind.

The eldest minister of the Classis at the centennial celebration

was the Rev. Cornelius Plltinge Crispell, D.D.. of .Spriuij X'alley.

The name at the head of the roll of ministers, is that of the Rev.

|(jhn (iaston. D.D.. of I'assaic. who signed the formula .Septem-

ber 21, 1869.

.Since its ortjcUiization one hundred and seventy-si.x minis-

ters have been identified with the Classis. Twelve have their

names enrolled twice. One hundred and thirty-seven have been set-

tled pastors. Ten were without a pastoral chars:e while members

of the Classis. .Six changed their pastoral relation within the

bounds of the Classis. Fourteen have served two Cimrches as one

pastoral charge. Forty-two were licensed to preach the Gospel;

six of whom, with twenty-si.x received from other Qasses, were or-

dained to the Gospel ministry. Two have gone out from us because

they were not of us. and are known as Seceders. Six have been

declared emeritus, three have been suspended and twenty-five hav-

ing terminated their connection with the Classis by death, are now,

we trust, enjoying the rewards oftheir faithful service.

The changes that have taken place in the ministry of the Classis

are by far too numerous for verbal statement. The toUowing

schedule entitled, "The Roll of Classis for a Hundred Years," ex-

hibits them conciselv. It has been prepared with the greatest care

and contains the name of every minister and every candidate for

the ministrv. who, sf» far as the classical records reveal, has been

connected with the Classis; with the date of his reception and dis-

mission. .So I'ar as it has been within our power, we ha\e given the

date of the death of those who have been dismissed to other ecclesias-

tical assemblies, but the data in this respect is incomplete.
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Lay representation of the Churches in ecclesiastical assemblies,

is one of the peculiar features of the polity and government ol the

Reformed Church. We firmly believe there should be frequent

changes in the eldership, that the governing body may fairly rejj-

resent its constituency and be in hearty sympathy with those over

whom it bears rule.

From the statement already made, that at the meetings of

Classis during the century, the average attendance of elders has

been 8.31, while the average attendance of ministers has l:)een only

g.94. it is evident that the laymen are a very imjjortant factor in

the government of the Church. When to this we add the statement

that while the number of mmisters who have taken part in the de-

liberations of Classis is only 176, the number of elders who have

done so is 747. the conclusion is inevitable that our form of gov-

ermuent maintains the most intimate relations between the govern-

ing assemblv and the changing conditions of the congregations,

shunning not onlv the many evils connected with Episcopacy, but

likewise avoiding the oligarchal tendencies of the Presbytery and

the wild confusion of turbulent and disorderly Congregationalism.

We have cause to thank God that ours is indeed "a goodly heri-

tage." The elders who have taken part in the deliberations of

Classis have been as follows:

ELDERS. DELELtATES ATTEXDIXG CLASSIS

The Reformed Churches of

Hackensack and Schraalen-

burgh were represented previ-

ous to their seceding, by
twenty-six elders:

Garret Duryea 1 800

John Terhune 01

Xicanor Brinkerhoff 02

lames Christie "02, "03, "08

Klias Brevoort 03, '20

Henry Bogert 04

Peter D. Christie "04

Albert C. Zabriskie '05

John \V. Christie 06

Isaac Van Saun 07. 17

lohn R. Westervelt 08

John D. Banta '08

Albert Bogert '09

Jacob Terhune 10

Cornelius Cooper '10. '11, '27

Roeloff Bogart 11

Peter W. Christie 12. 13

James Brinkcrhoft 10. 14

David .\. Deniarest 15

George Doremus 15

Cornelius Westervelt 16

.Seba Brinkerhoff 18

(iarret Brinkcrhoft' 19

Albert H. Voorhees ly. '20

(iarret Lydecker '21

.Simon Demarest 22

Tlie Reformed Churches of

.\cquackanonk and Totowa.
which, when the Classis was
organized, formed one pas-
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toral charge, wore rej) re-

sented by fourteen elders:

Paulus l^iulison 1800

CcM'neliiis \'an llouten 01

lt)luinnes Freehuul '02

Johannes Post '02

L'ornehus \'aii Winkle 04, "06

Knoeh X'reehmd '04, '09, '10

Henry l)t)renuis '07, '08

Abram \'an llouteii '08

(lar . \'an 1 loulcn 'id. '11,
i 5,

'16

Henry I*. Kipp 13

Peter .Merselis '12

Richard Ackerman 13

Abraham Ackerman '14

Henry Speer "i 5

The Reformed Cliurch of Ac-

quackanonk became an inde-

pendent pastoral charge in

1816, and since that time has

been represented by sixty-sev-

en elders:

Elias J.
Freeland

Abraham Ackerman
Ralph Doremus
Henry P. Kipp 20, '27

'53

Garret 1. Van Riper

James Van \\'inkle

Garrabrant Vureance
Peter Paiilison

Walling I. Van Wmkle
Cornelius Sip

Casperus Post

Richard Ackerman
Peter Doremus
John Merselus
Henry P. Hopper
(ieo. Van Ryper "30,

Richard Banta
David Demarest
Peter H. Kipp
David Westervelt

Nicholas Terhune
John 'SI. \'reeland

40,
'41.

'43'

16
'17

18. '19

'28, "32,

19

20

21

2 2

24

25
26

27
28

29

30

54

31

55

3^

64

37
^8

.23.

'24,

'26,

. 31- 42

'35' '43-

'37. '49.

HeiHv P. Doremus
|ohn 1. Sip

"lulo P. Marcel us

|ohn G. Banta

John P. Marcelus
Aaron A. Van I loulci

Richard Paulison

John \'an Winkle

John Si]) '47, '48, '57,
'6

'73- '76, '79. '82, '87

Richard V^an Riper

)ames Simmons
Andrew Cadmus
David D. Doremus
[ohn G. Van Riper

Abraham \'an Riper

William P. Dorenius '59,

PaIo Kip '59,

Henry \'an hlestine

John R. Post

Samuel Conover
Henry P. Kip
John N. Terhune
Cornelius G. Van Riper

Peter Merselis '67,

Christian A. Zabriskie

•77, '84, "88, -97

Peter P. Kip
Peter Van Bussum
David Campbell '71,

Peter H. Doremus
William L. Andrus
John T. Van Iderstinc

79. ^3> 'S4

George Brinkerhoff

Cornelius McCleese '81,

94
Cornelius G. Cadmus
Adrian Hopper
Daniel Demarest "85, "90,

Richard R. Post

John H. Couenho\'en
Henrv W. Doremus
Henry P. Simmons
Peter \\ . Doremus
John A. Spear
Peter

J.
Kijip '96,

38.

48,

'55.

'44,

'45.

6.

50, 51,

'08,

60.

62,

•63-

71.

7O'

76.

74,

75-

39
'39

49
'61

'52

'44

Y)6

•46

69,

'50

'58

72
'51

54
'56

'78

65
'60

61
62
'80

63
•62

74
74,

•70

•70

'86

'.^^

75
78,

84, '91.
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(jeory;^ \'. DcMoll 1 900 jacol. I. l5iau\L'lt

lohn H. HovDtoii Hpo joM-'ph ( 1. I')lau\-elt

joliii I. niauvclt

TIk' RefoniiedC'liurclR's of'l'ai)- Alualiaiii (larl;

pail and ("larksiowii wlu-ii the Strplirii Towles "37, '38,

('lassis was org'anizccl, were Waiidrl Nan Antwerp
one pastoi'al cliars^e, so con- jdliii j. Ilai-iiic;- 39. 44,

tinned until 1831, and were janies 1'. HIauvelt '40,

re])rescnted 1)\- twenty-tive llenr\- X'ervalcn '41,

elders: Teunis I lariii'^- '43, '50. '62.

Temiis I. Tolinan i Soo Al)raliani I'', llariny^

Isaac T. l^lauvelt 1800, '02 Jacob Kiker '45,

lohannes P. Blauvelt '02 Justin Demarest '4^»-

Aurt Polhenuis '03, '12 l"'rederick-
J.

Ifariiu;-

|()hn ]). Harin^r '03, '04, 'i I, '27, (iarrettC. Hhun'elt '47. 5^).

'2H
"

John T. HIauvelt

Rcsolvert \'an Houten "04. "05 Cornelius
J.

Smith '49. '50. 5^)

Abraham J.
HIauvelt '06 '57. V)4. '<>5. '^'8. '69

Petrus S. Demarest '07, '08 Richard \'an Dien '^2. '()(), '72

Cornelius D. lilau\elt '08 John De Alott '53

William \'an Dalsen oy James Schoouinaker 53, 75

William Sickles 'lo, 11 James J.
Demarest 53. 54

Abram P. Hlau\'elt '10, '14, '18, Abraham A. llarirn^- '55. '()\

U). '24, '2^, '29 Alla-rt .Al. Ho^ert 55

Cornelius Kckerson '13 Cornelius \'an Antwerp '58

lames Perry 15 I'homas Pippincott 5^1. ''^o

Garrett Onderdonck- iC) John J.
Hhunelt ''')4

Isaac Harinj^ 10 Johh S. \'erbr_\-ck 70, '74

Daniel f.
Harinj^-. 17. 23. '24 Cornelius J.

Holdrum 71

'Peunis Blauvelt '19, "20 Nicholas !>. Hhunelt '73

(kirret Ho.y^encamp '20 Abraham IS. Daring; '74. '75,

Peter Perry '21 '80, '88

John Hatton '22 John T. Marin.g '76, "79, '83,
' 84,

Richard Blauvelt '27, 'Si)-n)00

Abraham Kckerson "25. '2A Cornelius R. Daring- 80

Jacol) Van Dcrbilt '26, "27, '30 Albert 1!. i'.ckerson '81

Abraham Clark '29, '30 Isaac Hlau\-elt 82

Abram (
'. I'.ck'erson 85

The Reformed Church of 'la])- Abram C. Doldnim '86. '87. \)i

])an became a sing-le ])astoral Pdwin L\-decker 87. 90, 93

charge in 1830, since which James Smith 89

time it has been represented Cornelius I''.. Demarest '92

bv h)rtv-four elders: James A. ( )ttignon '98

'Peunis Bhunelt 3 1

Peter Perrv '^2 i'he Relormed Churches of Par-

David 1). Blauvelt \]^. '36. '37 anius and Saddle River when

John W. l''erdon '^^. '34 IIh- Classis was organized
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[ohn Rilc\- SS, 'yo

A;u'()n R\(lei' '96, '9S

AImmIkiiu C. Wood 1900

Tin- I'sctonncd ("liunh ot lOlo-

ua was ()i^aiii/c(l in 1755.
aiul until iSih loniu'd with

Acquackaiionk oiu- pastotal

charge. I'imiii 1S16 to 1X2S

it t'oriiK'd with I'araimis one
pastoral charge. It was liic-ii

rent in twain bv factional

strife, and tilt' portion ot the

con,L>"reg"ation known as the

First Retornied Church ot

Totowa formed with Parainus

one pastoral cliaroe until 1833.

All elders from the Totowa
Church w ho attended Classis

appear in the lists t>i\'en for

Acquackanonk and Paramus.

The Reformed Church of Sad-
dle River was organized in

1 7 84. It formed with Par-

amus one pastoral charoe until

18 1 1. Until 18
1
3 it was not rep-

resented in Classis. In 1814 it

became with Pascack one pas-

toral charge, so continued until

1836, and was represented by
twenty-three elders:

Thomas I. Eckerson "13

Petrus C. Smith ' 14

I ohn Debaan '

15

Joseph Debaan '16

Stephen Hopper '16

David Debaan " 17

Jacob Banta ' iS, ' ig

Abraham G. Haring "19, "23

John Post '21

Jacob Wortendyke "23, '26. '27

Peter S. Van Orden "24

Aaron Blauvelt '24, '25

lohn Yurry 25, 56

Jacob A. Debaan '27

John Jersev '28

Abrani Debaan '29, '30

Henr\- A. P>anta '30, '31

Adol])!) Snarl '32, '33

C,arrel 1. Ackcrman '33.-35
Abram P2ccerson '35

( ".arrttt A. Ilaring '35, '36

John l)lan\clt '35

Abraham Dclamatcr '36, '4S

riu- Reformed Churches ot Sad-

dle Ri\er and Pascack, in

1836. although served by the

same pastor, were each grant-

ed lay reju-esentation in the

Classis. Since then the Church
of Saddle River has been rep-

resented by thirty-one elders:

Andrew DeBaun '36

lohn I. luxorson '37, ';^S, '45,

'5S-'6o

Thomas Peterson '38, '3Q

Ilenry Cunningham '40

Jacob J.
DeBaun '41, '48, '55

Garret A. L. Zabriskie 44

Jacob A. L. Zabriskie '48, '50

David D. Eccerson '44. 4 5

Alb. D. Ackerman '47, '52, '2,^

William ]. Yeurry 49, "i- 72

Cornelius I. Ackerman '50

George I. Snyder '53, 'S4, 60,

•61, '66, '67

Sam.
J.

Debau '55, '56. '70, '71

Andrew Tallman "56, 57

John P. Mowerson '57, "65, '66

Garret G. Smith '61, '62, '68

Conrad Fox '62, "69, "70

Christian Eccorson '63, "64

Jacob N. Hopper '65

x\bram I. Eckerson '67, '68

Stephen Coe Stevens "72, '73,

78, 96, 98

Jacob Snyder 73-76, '79, '80,

"83, "87, '89, "91, '92

Garret A. Ackerman, '77', 'Sz

William H. Yeomans "81

Albert Z. Winter '87, "92, "93'

97, •99-1900
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Herman rerlninc

John K. Hopper
Abram Higginson
Kdwin De Baun
John Conkiin
Abraham I. Terluine

yo. 94, 9^
"88

93
96

9 7

lyOO

95-

The Reformed Churches of
West New Hempstead anil

Ramapo. when the Chissis

was organized, formed one
piistoral charge, and were
represented by twenty-five
elders;

Joseph Goetscchius 1800
James Christie 01. '02

John Myers
John D. Christie

Nicholas Van Houten.
'12, '30. "31

(ierretW. Hopper "05, "06. 08.

'25, ^26, '31

John DeBaun
Gerret Servern '07,

John Suffern '09,

Abraham Hopper
John Ackerman
Adrian Onderdonk
John Parlaman
Peter Hopper
William Yurry
John Ackerman
Cornelius A. Blauvelt

02.

03-

04.

08,

29-

10

04
10

06

14

'3^

1

1

"i I

"i 5

13

'i >

16

I
-

41

is.

"42

"19.

24-27. -^2. y
John P. Post
R. Van Houten
Joiin Westervelt
.Abraham .'^ervern

David Christie

William Hopper 24. 27.

Jonas Halstead ' ^^.

James -Stevens '3^.

20
'20

'21

'^3

23
'2'6

34
56

The Reformed Church of West
New Hempstead, in 1836, re-

ceived independent lay repre-

sentation and has been repre-

sented bv twentv-tive elders:

John J. .\ckerson

John .\ckerman
James Westervelt '3^, '40.

47- '51

Bernanl BeHaun '40. '42,

(jarrett \'an Houten '40.

55- 5^
Kdward Tavlor '4

5.

David Cole'
John I.inkey 4 A.

John J.
Coe 47- 49- 54.

'57, "60. '71. "75, '78. '^^2

Ailrian Onderdonk
.\bram Onderdonk '^o.

John B. Haring =; i .
'^2.

Joseph C. Blauvelt \2.

Isaac L. ."^herwood =;4.

"59. "62. '68. '72

Wm. Johnson '57. '58.

.\ndrew I. Tallman
Isaac Whitney '61. '62.

70, "74

Henry L. Sherwood
Aaron Blauvelt 65-^67,

'77. "80, '83, 'Ss, '86

James Cooper '76,

Alpheus
J. Coe

Samuel P. Blauvelt "84

'91- '93- '95

Cornelius E. Blauvelt "86. '90,

'92. '96. "98-1900

John J. Gurnee "87. "91. "94, '95

Lawrence D. X. Coe 93. 97

The Reformed Church of Ram-
apo in 1836 was granted in-

dependent lay representation

and has been represented by
twenty elders:

Jonas Halstead
40. 41. "48

William Conkiin

4^^ 53-56
John Thomas
James Mowerson

"53, "67, ;68

Da\ id I. Christie

Jno. Campbell "58, "59. "65, "69

'i9>

59-
"66.

>>3

70,

"79-

"81.

3S

39

43

44
44
"49

55-

48

51

• ^^

''^^

7c
"60

•^7.

-^5

"73-

"8
s

"89

91.

.36, '37'

'50. 51

41, "42.

4.3-

"44- 45-

38.

"45-

44
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Abraliam A. liaiUa '5.S, '59

Win. 1-
. 1 1.ilslcad '59, '60. '62/67

John 1 1. \'an Houtfii '62 - '64, '66

Jolm A. Winter, '71, "72, '75- 7>!

Thomas A. Banta
Jacob I). H. Halstcacl

Jolin W Maysinycr
John !•',. Vox
AndiH'w Winter '82,

/ .1

.'74

'So

'05, 06,

Andrew I. Winter 'S4, 'S5. '87-

'S9. '91 -'93, '95, '96, 1900
Da\icl X'alentinc- ',87, "90, '92

jno. T. Hemion 92- '94. '96, '97

Abrani lianta "98

Richard Waiianiaker '99, 1900

The Retormed Clnircli ol War-
wick was organized in J 804
out ol" the renniant of an

old Presb\-terian Church,
and has been represented

bv twentv-six eklers:

Cornehus Demarest
08, "10, '12

Edward Eckerson
John G. Eckerson '07,

23. '24

John Pelton '09, '14,

^'25- '29. '35, '40

David C. Demarest 11,

Aaron Taylor '17, "21,

Sylvanus Fancher
Thomas Sproul 27
Robert Pelton

James Bell

Daniel C. Dusinberre
39. 4 1. '44

Maurice Ho\ t

08.

16,

*i3-

26,

'25,

34.

06

20,

' 22
27

26
36
'30

"32

36,

. 40,

'50, '55' '59- '64-

'75. 76
Fred'^'rick Demarest

44- "46. '51

Cornelius C. Demarest

49- "52, "53

Henrv Pelton "48. '^3,

67. "68

43 >

'68.

45-

'5S,

42.

'6-„

73.
"86,
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James P. Wortendykc
Benjamin Hill

Garret F. Wortendykc, '63,

'69, '71

Frederick F. Wortendyke,
'65, "69. '70, '73, '76

Abram A. Wortendyke '65,

Peter M. Holdrum "67, '77,

'81, '82, "86, '92. '96

Harmon G. Van Riper '70,

73. "So, '8r, 'S6, '87

Jt)hn H. \'an Houten
John J. Storms '75, '82,

Da\'id A. Demarest
Benj. |. Duryea'78, '79,

Albert D. B." Duryea
Edmund

J.
Eckerson

Abram A. Quackenbush
Martin J. Myers '90,

John H. Ackerman
'99

^^'arner W. Westervelt
Daniel A. Post

61
'62

'68,

64.

"66

78.

72.

71.
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William Row "74. '77, 'S2.

'85, '86

Albert A. 'rLMiuine '76. '77

84
Thonias Sta>^i^

Jacob Boitlan

John Hopper '81. '84. '86,

"90- 93' '99

Duncan ]\lcFarlan

YAo K. Vreeland
William S. Millar

'92, '97

John H. OBlcnis
Charles L. Hunter
Henry A. Hopper, Jr.

Jacob Ryerson
Ethvin Stewart yi

John Row
Peter H. Van Wag-oner
Anthony Post

Andrew H. Van Wagon
Edo I. Merselis

Henry A. Hopper
Jacob D. ^landigo

Jacob Westhoven

The Reformed Church of Xyack
was organized in 1838, and
has been represented by
twenty-nine elders:

Peter Smith
Abraham A. Tallman

'86, '88,

•86,

87,

89.

96,

43-

48,

'44.

Isaac P. Smith "43,

John T. Demarest
Cornelius T. Smith
Abraham De Baun, '46, '52

Henry House '47, 5

John D. Blauvelt

Isaac S. Lydecker "49, '5c

56
David D. Smith 50,

'7i,__'72

Jacob Witman "52,

John D. Waldron '54.

Abraham P. Smith

42

44
•66

53
45

53.

'59

49
54.

7, •6o-'6^,

'83, Richard P. I'.ells ^67

David
J.
Blauvelt •68, ^70, •74-'7^i

"81, Alexander I^lauvelt 71

Aaron E. Christie ^72, '73, ^77.

78 -79

79 John Charlton 74, 77, '88

'87, (Jarret Van Xostrand '78, '79,

'81, '82, '84-90
'82 \'ict()r S. H. Waldron '80

'85 Idhn l). Pomeroy '80, '84, '87.

"89, '89-'95

John Stewart '81

87 David T. Blauvelt '83

'88 John DeBaun '85, '86

'88 John H. Cooper '87

90 Truman H. Baldwin '92

97 Cornelius DeBaun '93, '96, '97

91 Jacob Eckerson Demarest '94,

92 '95. '98, '99

"94 U'ilberforce Van Slyke '97-1900
'95

'96 The Reformed Church of Pier-

98 mont was organized in 1838,
"99 and has been represented by
900 twenty elders:

Abraham D. Vervalen
'42, '49 -'52, '57,-

Cornelius I. Blauvelt

46, '47

Abraham Ackerson
John Verbryck '43, '48

'58, '62, '63

John Blanck

Jacob I. Blauvelt '4;

James I. Blauvelt

Silas Miller

Isaac M. Diederer
'64, '66 -'68,

'77, '80, '84

Isaac D. Haring
William Verbryck
John ^^^ Ferdon

•76 -'82, '84

John W. Blauvelt

53 Charles W. :\Iiller '8^,

^55 '91- '94

'64 Cornelius Clark "86,

39- '40,

'59: '60

'40, '42,

52,

42

53-

44.

'49-

53>
54-
7

1'
'

•69

47
50

45
54, '65

'57, ^61,

73- '75-

5D'
'63,

'72,

'56

'64

74,

'79

'87,
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Stansbury A. jessup "88. '89. "96

Cornelius Todd '90

John C". Haring- '91 - 1900
\\'i!liani B. Corning "92

The Second Reformed Church
of Piermont was org^anized

in 1 85 1, disbanded in 1854,

and was represented in

Classis by two elders:

Eleazer Lord "52, "53

F. F. Frost :;^

The First Holland Reformed
Church of Paterson was or-

g-anized in 1S56. and has
been represented by twelve
elders

:

^^'illem Van Den Houten '65

John Sandford '66- "68

Paul Van W'yck "66. "67

Aart Breen "67

Job Kievitt '69. "70, '74. 75
Gerard

J. Busch Keizer "70

Petar Breen '70, -72, "77 -"80.

'84, "86, "87, '94. "96. "97,

*99, 1900
^larenus Baker "73. "74

Leendert DeVogel' "76

George Schut "81 -84. '92

Peter Van Reen '89, "91. "93.

94. "97. "98

Willem Hengeveld '99

The First Holland Reformed
Church of Lodi was organ-
ized in 1859, and has been rep-

resented by eighteen elders:

Aart Janszoons Breen "59. '61,

Berend Hendrick Smit "60

Pieter van de Vrede '61

Xicolaas Bogertman 62

Cornelis A'an de Vrede '65. "66

William Van Der Houten "64

Daniel Cooke '66. "67

John Troost '71. "72

H. (iroenendvk "73. 74. "77. 78

Nicholas Dun "74. 75

'I'eunis Westdyke 76

Johannes Van der Plaat "78

Jacob Cruson '79, '8^ --'86, "98,

"99, 1900
Lodewyk Molenaar 'Sj

Huibert Van Hassel "88 - "90

Leenderd Boogaart '91. "92

George De Graaf '93 - 97
Lourens Posthumus '97

The Broadway Ref"d Church
of Paterson was organized

in 1864 and has been repre-

sented by fourteen elders:

Cornelius \'reeland 65

James P. Westervelt "65 — "67

bavies ^Millar '66 --"71

Jno.T. Spear. "67, '68. "71 — '73.

75, "76, '80

Alexander D.Hill '72. '74 —'79.

'Ss. "84, '86, '87

Peter
J.

]\Ierselis '73. '74. 77

Garrett D. Voorhis "78. '79

\Mlliam L. \\'illiams '79. '81.

'86, '96. "97

John P. Post '79

Gilbert G. Cooper '81. '82. "85

Isaac F. Boice '81, "82

Peter Quackenbush '88 —'95,

"97

John il. Dunning "92, '93, '98.

1900
John E. Smith '98

The Reformed Church of Spring

Valley was organized in 1865

and has been represented by
seventeen elders:

Henry L. Sherwood '65, "66

Isaac Tallman '68, '70 — '73

Hon. Nicholas C. Blauvelt '69

Andrew I. Tallman '70— "72

Cornelius I. Blauvelt '70. "7>.

."^9;
'86

Tunis Tallman '73. 74
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Richard Siuitli '74,

Henry Smitli

Christian I). I'ckL'rson

PctcM" T. Ackrrnian ' So,

'S7, 'S9. '93, '95.

Abrani Palmer
PcttT 'I'alhnan 'S^,

William I'.. DL'marest

|ac<)l) C. l)c Rondc
Peter S. \'an ( )r(len "(;t--

'98, 1900
Abrani

J.
Hopper

Andrew Smith

The Second Holland Reformed
Church of Paterson was or-

ganized in 1866, and dis-

banded in 1875. It was rep-

resented in Classis by nine

elders:

John Van den Bleyker '67, "68,

/ ^'
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The Reformed Church of Ridge-

wood was organized in 1875

and has been represented by
twelve elders:

Edward J ardine '75, '84, '85.

90, "95, 97, 1900
Cornelius Z. Berdan 76

Edward Whritenour 76

Henry A. Hopper '77

Edgar Cromwell '77,78, '93-95
Peter G. Hopper '80, '81. '83.

'85, '89- '91

Ackerson Thompson '81

J. Frederick Cruse '82, '86. '89

Albert A. Romame '86, '87, '96

James X. Quackenbush '91 - '93

William P. INIillar '97-1900
Isaac A. Hopper 98, '99

The Reformed Church of Ram-
seys was organized in 1875.

It has not been represented
in Classis since 1888. Pre-

vious to 1889 it was repre-

sented by four elders:

Jacob D. B. Halstead '75. '77.

'78, '81, '82, '88

John F. Dodge '75, ' 76, ' 78, '

79.
'80

Cornelius C. Van Dyk '82 -'84

lohn G. Fox '84 -'87

The Second Reformed Church
of Lodi was organized in

1S78, and has been repre-

sented by eight elders:

George M. Chapman '78, '79

Dugald McXair '79 —'91

William L. fiercer '80

Abraham Freeland '82, '85

William H. Xicolls '92 -'95
Peter H. Van Idestine '96, '97.

'98, '99, 1900
Charles R. H. Sonntag '96

James C. Vreeland 96 - 98

The Reformed Church of Cen-
terville was organized in

1882, and has been repre-

sented bv three elders:

Hugh Cheyne '82 -'84, '86

Andrew Doremus '8^ - "86

Jno. }l. Courter'87, '89, "92 -'94,

'97, 1900

The Reformed Church of Gar-

field was organized in 1891

and has been represented by
five elders:

Calvin Terhune '91

Abram Freeland '92, '95

William Woods '93

John ^I. Jones '96. '98, '99

Arie Kievitt '97

The Reformed Church of Clif-

ton was organized in 1892,

and has been represented by
two elders:

William R, Payne '92

James W. ^leloney 92 - '97, "99,

1 900

The Reformed Church of Xorth
Paterson was organized in

1894, and has been represent-

ed by three elders:

Warren H. Coburn '95, "97

Edmund F. Knapp '98

George Berdan '99, 1900

The Reformed Church of Haw-
thorne was organized in 1895,
and has been represented by
three elders:

Walter C. Zal)riskie "95. "97 -

1900
George W. Page '95

Haddon Slimmon 96, '97

The Reformed Church of Glen
Rock was organized in 1895,
and has been represented by
two elders:

John A. ^larinus 96, '98, 1900
George G. Hopper '97



StATISTlCAI. mSIOKY '3:

Since the or<^ani/.;ition of the C'lassis there have been i 1 6 meet-

nig-s (it" the (leneral Synoil. Ninety-two of these meetings were

stated sessions of the Synoil. which previous to 1812 were trien-

nial, hut have since been annual. Twenty-four special meetings

of the (ieneral Synod liave been held. The Classis has been rep-

resenteil at every meeting of the Synod, with the exception of two

special meetings, one in 1823 and one in 1825. At ten stated meet-

ings of the Synod there have been no lay tielegates from the

Classis. These meetings were in 181 2, "17, '21, '25, '31, '36, "42,

53. '54 and '56. At eight special meetings there were no lay tlel-

egates from the Classis. These meetings were held in 1S15. 18.

'20, '26, "31. '39, "49, and '67.

The Classis has been represented in the (General Synod by

ninety-two ministers and one hundred and twenty-eight elders.

The Rev. Wilhelmus Kltinge was a delegate to Synod thirty

times in tifty years. The next highest record is that of the

Rev. John H. Duryea, but it is only twelve.

The elders who have attended Synod most frecjuently are

John W. Ferdon, of Piermont, nine times, and Edo Kip. ot Pas-

saic, eight times.

The General Synod has twice honored the Classis by calling

to the Presidency of the Synod one of its delegates, the Rev.

Nicholas Lansing in 1809, and the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge in 1830.

The ministers who have represented the' Classis in General

Synod and the years they did so are as follows:

MINISTERS, DELEGATES TO GENERAL SYNOD.

Allen, Peter '41, "45, '49, '52,

'60

Anderson, Asher '81

Bartholl", Benjamin A. '69

Birdsall, Edward '96

Blauvelt, Geo. M. S. '66, '72,

'77. '79.^;8i

Bogardus, William E. '77, '80

Bogardus. William R. '32, '44

Brett, Philip .^E '42

Brock, John R. '63, '66

Carroll." Vernon B. '78, '80, '84

Christie, John E '15, '18, '20.

'23, '24, '28, '31

Clark, William H. '73

'80, '82, '83, '85

Cole, Isaac D. "33, '40

'50, '53. '57. '62

Conover, Garret ^E
Corwin, E. Tanjore

Crispell, Cornelius E.

'84, '92, 93
Crispell, Peter

Decker, Henry E.

Demarest, James 14, "15,

'22

Demarest. John T. "58, '61, '65

Demarest, William '61, '66, '70

/D'

42.

45.

/ /'

46.

900
"60

'83.

"93

65
"19.
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97
7^>

y6

73
41

85

76

79
67
86

78
28

97
71
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Demund Isaac S. '69 (^)uick. IV-tcr |. 39, 46,
DuBois, Anson '87. \)\. \)2, '96, Kalston. I'.dwanl S.

190^"* SchLMK-i<, I'V'rdinand S.

Durvea, jcdm H. '39. '4:?. '43. SeJbcrt, (Jcorgc G. '94--

"47, '51. '54' '^\"v '^'7. '70, Smith, Marshall B. '71.

'72, '76, '7y Stewart. James W.
Dusinberre, Thomas S. '94, '95, Stillwell, John L.

1900 Stitl. Willnim C".

Eltin^e, W'ilhelnuis "03, '04, '09, Streiij;-, Samuel
i2-'iS, '20, '22 --

'32, "34, Strony;,
J.

Paschal "58. '59,

36- 3S, 'so, 41, 43, '47, Talmage, David .AI.

- 49 Talmage, (joyn '74.

Field, Jacob T. "29 Taylor, Benjamin C. '26-
Froeligh, Peter D. 'iS, '19, '21, Thom]^son, Elias W.

'22 Todd, Auo-ustus F.

Froeligh, Solomon 12, 15-17. Todd. William X. '90, 91
19' 20 \'an Arsdale, Nathaniel H. 'S^,

Goetschius, Stei)hen '14, 16 '87, "88, "94, '95, "99

Hagernan, Charles S. 44. '4S, \'an Derveer, Ferdinand H.

.

'50
. ,

"45- 48, "55, "56, -59, '63,

Hdl, Engene 92, 93, 96 '67, "70, "72. "76

Hunt, Christopher '32 Van Dervoort, lohnC.
Huyssoon, fames '61, '64, '71, \'an Deventer, John C.

.
"77, '83. "86 "88, "89

Jongeneel, Louis G. '82, "87 \'an Doren, William H.
Johnston, William '96. '98 Van Doren, \\'illiam 1".

Kellogg, Charles D. 75 Van Kampen, L^aac
King, Albert A. "98 Van Keuren, Benjamin
Knox, Taber '99 Van Xeste, George ].

Lansing, Nicholas 06, 07, by. Van Neste, John A. "79,
'21 "90

Leggett, William
J.

'97 Van Zandt. Benjannn
Letson, William \\'. "87. '88 \'ennema, Ame

'

Lidded. John A. '36 \'oorhees, Henry V.

Lippincott, Benjandn C. '68 Vroom. WilliamH. '88.

Lodevvick. Edward '81, '86. 94, ',^7

"90 Warner. Alexander H.
P-ord. Daniel "49, 59 Welles. Theodore \\'.

"

INLmchee, William 86 ',^,S

-Alanley, John '35, '37. 40. '46. West, facob
'53» "57, '60, '^2. '65 Whitehead, |. H.

McKelvy, Alexander '62 Wiggins. l-;benezer '3S,
'

Milliken, Peter H. '85, "87 ' '-47. -51, ;;4

Myers, Abram H. '
"74 Wil]iams,Jn. \\'illiam H.

INIyles, William G. 1900 Winlield, Aaron B.

Oliver, .ALatthew N. "99 Wvnkoo]). feti'erson 26-
Peltz, Philip "^8, "60, '64
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i':i,i)i-:i<s. 1)|-:li:(;.\ ri'is to ^v.xod.

'I"lu' (.'Idcrs who ha\'L- ix-in-csciitfil [\\c Classis in (Icncral

S\-ii()il, the years tlR'V ilid so and tin- Cliurclu's, t\vc'nt}'-six in

nundu'i-. with which thi,'\- wnx' or arc idL'iitilit'(h arc as hjUows,

a total ol' one huiKh'cd and twcid\'-cii;ht.

l''idm the united ('hurche's ol

Ilackcnsack and
lun"<^-h, live chlcr:

Matthew Ho^crt

lames Hrinkerliolf

James Cliristie

(iarret Duryea

Schraalen-

14,

16

09
08

I'"roni the Church of Ac(|uacka-

nt)nk, eleven elders:

Abraham Ackerman 14, 18

Richard Ackerman '27

Henry P. Hopper '32

Henry P. Kipp 28

Peter J.
Kipp

Henry P. Simmons
John Sip

^

'69, "73,

John T. \'an Idestine

Cornelius (j. \'an Riper '55,

Garret I. Van Riper
Garrabrant Vureance

79

59
20

22

From the Church of Tai)i)a]i,

nine elders:

Aliraham ]. Blauvelt "07

James P. Blauvelt '40

Justin Demarest "46

John T. Haring 94, 99
Teunis Haring- "50

Abram C. Holdrum '89

Cornelius
J.

Smith '57, "69

William \'an Dalsen "09

Resolvert Van Houten "06

PYom the Church of Paramus
fifteen elders:

Andrew Ackerman
Andrew (j. Ackerman
Garret A. X. Ackerman
Peter Board
jacol) Demarest

60

48

76

77
17

Albeit ( i. 1 1 opper
Andrew P. 1 lop])er

[ohn
J.

Mowerson
Daniel W'estervelt

Albert Zabriskie

Albert (i. Zabriskie

Albert G. Zabriskie

Christian Zabriskie '03, '04, '27,

28

John C. Zabriskie "85

Thomas X. B. Zabriskie '93, "94

'26

'24

97
'13

'30

•96

16

From the Church ot Clarks-

to\vn, seven elders:

99 Jacob Blauvelt 45
95 Abraham

J.
Del^aun '68

Isaac C. Haring, M. D. "64, '80,

84, '92. "93

Peter Smith '^^, '40

Henry R. Stevens '46

Isaac I. Tallman '57

Dowah I. 'i'oUman "35

From the Church of Totowa,
two elders:

Peter Marselius "25

Simeon Van Winkle '23

From the Churches of \\'est

New Hempstead and Ram-
apo, two elders:

Garret Servern *i 5

John D. Westervelt '22

From the Church of West New
Hempstead, four elders:

Cornelius A. Blau\'elt 'ly, '34

David Cole '29

Garret W. Hojiper "26

Isaac L. Sherwood '68
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From the Church of Saddle

River, eight elders:

Garret I. Ackerman "35

Henry Cunningham "40

John I. Eccorson '4^^

Michael Ryer "16

Andrew Tallman "56, '57

Herman Terhune "90

Albert Z. Winter "88, '98

John Veury '26

From the Church of Ramapo,
three elders:

Abraham Banta '98

William F. Halstead '61

Andrew Winter "82

From the Church of Warwick,
eight elders:

Cornelius C. Demarest
Frederick Demarest
Daniel C. Dusinberre
Maurice Hoyt
Henry Pelton

Ferdinand V. Sandtord
Thomas Welling '78,

James Wisner

From the Church of Pascack,

five elders:

Albert Duryea '58

John N. Hopper "37

Warner W. Westervelt '94

Garret F. Wortendyke "68

James P. Wortendyke '61

From the First Church of To-
towa, two elders:

Davies Millar '58

James Van Blarcom '^S, "39

From the Second Church of 'I'o-

towa, eleven elders;

David I. Alyea '58

David Benson '2S

John I. Berdan '47

G. I. Blauvelt '71, '75, "76, '80

81,
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Frt)m the llollanil (.'hurch, Pas- I-'roiii the Church of (jarliehl.

saic, one ekler: one ekler:

Peter C. Kieviet '82 John M. Jones 'y6

From the Church ot CMilton, one
From the Church of Ri(ly;e- ekler:

wood, three eklers: James W. Meltjney "95

Peter Cj. Hopper "89, 90
Flchvard Jardine '82 l-'rom the Ciiurcli of North Pat-

William P. .Millar "98 erson, one elder:

I'.dmund F. Knajip '98

From the Church of Centerville, From the Church of C}len Rock,
one elder: one elder:

Hugh Cheyne '88 John A. .Marinus 1900

DELEGATES,

The Classis has

tendents of the Theol

by eighteen ministers

W'ilhelmus Eltinge,
'24 - '26, "39 - "42

John I. Christie

John C \'an Dervoor
William R. Kogardus
Ebenezer Wigg-ins

John H. Duryea
Aaron B. Wintiekl

Ferd. H. Van Derveer
William Demarest

BOARD OF SUPERIXTEXDEXTS.
been represented in the Board of Superin-

ogical Seminary at Ne\v Brunswick, N.
J.,

and one elder:

'12 -"20, Isaac D. Cole 63-
John 'P. Demarest '66 -

27-35 Benjamin C. Lippincott '69-

t '36 - '^S John Gaston
43 — '44 John W. Ferdon, Elder, *

45 - 47 Gpyn 'Palmage
"48 -'53 George ]\L S. Blauvelt
"54 -"56 Cornelius E. Crispell
"57 -"59 William H. Vroom
'60 - '62 Theo. \\'. Welles I 1900-

74-
77-
80-
84-
95-

65
68

71

11

70

79
S3

94

99

BOARDS OF THE CHURCH, CLASSICAL REPRESENTATION.

The Classis has been represented in the Boards of the

Church as follows:

In the Board of Education, by five ministers and two elders :

.MINISTERS ELDERS

Jt)hn Gaston 1867

—

Peter Quackenbush 1892—
]. C. \'an Deventer 1889

—

'92 I. C. Haring,]M. D.,1893— 1900
I'heodore W. Welles 1889

—

Ame Vennema 1892

—

Elias W.Thompson 1900

—

* .\ppoiuted by the General Synod under a reorganization of the Hoard, which lasted
only three years, t Term expiies 1904.
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111 tlu' I'.oai-cl of 1 )i)iiicstic Missions, 1)\' li\'e ministers and
tlirec ciders:

MINISTKRS KI.DKRS

John H. Duryca 1866 -'83 joliii W. I'erdoii 1872 -"78
Goyn Talma^cre , 871 -'79 "riiomas Willing 1881 -'Sj
Peter H. Milliken

1 SS7 ~ '88 (iarret Van Nostrand i8qo - '02

N. H. Van Arsdale 1887- '90
William H. Vrooni 1893—

in the IJoard of ForeiiL;-!! .Alissions, by one minister as Cor-
responding- Secretary, and as members of the Hoard, one min-
ister and one elder :

COKKESPONUING SECRETARY WIXISTFR
Philip Peltz i86o-"65

J- H. Whitehead 1891—
ELDER Garret I. Blauvelt 1S72 -'80

In the Board of Publicatioii by three ministers and seven
elders:

MINISTERS David D. Smith 1873 -'75

William H. Clark 1875 -'86 J^^'i'^ '^'- '''^'I'l^i'-'e i874-"76

George Seibert 1891- '92
DavidT. P.lauvelt 1874 -"80

William
J.

Leggett 1898— Gilbert G. Cooper 1883 -'86

Garret Van Nostrand 1876 - '88
^^^^-^^ AbramC. Hoklrum 1890—

Isaac M. Diederer 1875 -'80

THE PASTORAL RECORD OF THE CHURCHES.

H ackensack, Bergen Co., X. |, Ac(iuackanonk-. Passaic, Pas-

Organized, i6S6. Seceded, saic Co., N. }. Organized,

1822: i'^93-

Peter Tesschenmaeker "•" (niilliam Bertholf 1694— 1724
1686— 1687 (jideon OuBois 1724— 1726

Rudolphus Van X'arick* Henricus Coeiis 1726— 1735
1687— 1689 ].Van Driessen 1735— 1748

(niilliam Bertholf 1694— 1724 David .Marinus 1752— 1773
Reinhardt Erickzon 1725— 1728 H. Schoonmaker 1774— 1816

Gaulterus DuBois * 1728— 1730 Peter I ). I'loeligh 1816— 1825
Antonius Curtenius 1730— 1755 Benjamin C. Taylor 1825— 1828

Johannes H. Goetschius Christ'11 Z. Paulison 1829— 1831
1748— 1774 Wni. R. Bogardus 1831— 1856

Dirck Romeyn 1775— 1784 J.
Paschal Strong 1856— 1869

Solomon Froeligli 1786— 1822 John (Jaston 1S69— 1895
*Suppiy Ame \'enneina 1895—
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Tappan, RiK-kland Co.. N. \'.

()i\iiani/.0(l, 1694.

(Juilliain Hortholt* 1694— 17^4
Frederick Mutzelius 1726— 1749
Samuel Verbryck 1750— 1784
Nicholas I.ansini^ 1784— 1835
Isaac D. Cole ° '

1829— 1831

Isaac D. Cole t 1831— 1832
Isaac I). Cole

;{; 1833— 1864

(Jeo. M. S. Blauvelt 1864— 1882

William II. Williamson
1883— 1886

Matthew N. ( )liver 189O

—

Schraalenhui^h, IJerg-en ^."o.,

X. ]. Organized. 1724. Se-

ceded 1822:

Reinhardt Krickzon 1725— 1728
Geori^e W. ]\Iancius 1 730— 1 732
Antonius Curtcnius 1737— 1755
Joh. H. Goetschius 1748— 1774
Dirck Romeyn i775— 1784
Solomon Froelieh 1786— 1822

Paramus, Berg;en Co., X. J.

Organized, 1825:

Reinhardt Erickzon 1725— 1728

Geo. W. ^Nlancius 1730— 1731
Anton's Curteniusi 1731— 1748

Joh.\'an Drissen * 1731— 1748
Benj. X'anderlinde 1748— 1789
Gerar. A. Kuypers °i748— 1789
Isaac Blauvelt 1790— 1791

Wm. P. Kuypers 1793— 1796
W''lmus Elting-e 1799^1850
Aaron B. Winfield 1 851— 1856

E. Tanjore Corwin 1857— 1863

Isaac S. DelNIund 1864— 1870
Goyn Talmage 1871— 1879

J.
C. Van Deventer 1889— 1896

William H. Vroom 1887

—

Samuel X'erbryck 1750— 1784
Xicliolas Lansing 1784— 1830
Christopher Hunt 1830— 1832
Alexander H. Warner

1S32— 1 3

Peter J. Ouick 1837— 1866

Benj. C. Lip])incott 1866— 1872
Ferd. S. Schenck 1872— 1877
Samuel Streng 1877— 1882

David M. Talmage 1884— 1888
Fugene Hill 1890— 1897
(Jarrett M. Conover 1S98

—

Totowa, Passaic Co.. X. j.

Organized, 175 5- Rent in

twain, 1827:

Uavid ^larinus 175^^— 17^'7

Cornelius Blauw 1767— 1772
Hermanns Meyer 1772— 1791
H. Schoonmaker 1799— 18 16

Wilhelmus Fltinge 1816— 1827

West X'^ew Hempstead, Rock-
land Co., X. Y. Organized,

I773-'

David Marinas I773— 1778
Peter Leydt 1789— 1793
Geo.G. Brinkerhoff 1793— 1806

Jas. D. Demarest 1808— 1824

Jefferson Wynkoop 1825— 1836

Peter Allen 1837— 1862

John R. Brock 1862— 1865

Geo. J.
Van Xeste * 1865—1869

Henry Mattice

Benj. T. Statesir

1869-

1872-

Clarkstown, West Xyack, Rock-
land Co., X. V. Organized,

1750:
•Supply. °.\ssi.stant. tOrdained

-I87I

-1881

John Laubenheimer 1886— 1888

Thos. S. Dusinberre 1889— 1898

Henry Wells Brink 1899

—

Saddle River, Bergen Co., N. J.

Organized, 1784:

Benj. Vanderlinde 1784— 1789

A. Kuypers 1788— 1789
Isaac Blauvelt 1790— 1791
William P. Kuypers 1793— 1796

Pattor Totowa 1S32—33. J Colleague.
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Wilhelmus Elting-e 1799— 181

1

Stephen Goetschius 18 14— 1835
John ^lanley 1834— 1866
Abra'm H. ^levers 1866— 1872
Wm. E. Bogardus 1872— 1884
William N. Yodd 1885— 1892
Isaac \'an Kampen 1893

—

Ramapo. Mahwah, Berg-en Ct,).

,

X.
J. Organized, 1785.

Peter Leydt 1789— 1793
Geo. G. Brinkerhoff 1793— 1807
James D. Demarest 1808— 1824
Jefferson Wynkoop 1825— 1836
Peter Allen' 1837— 1853
Wm. T. Van Doren 1853— 1857
^^'illiam Demarest 1858—1870
George A. Magie 1871— 1875
Wm. H. Nasholds 1879—1880
William W. Letson 1882— 1892
Albert A. King* 1892— 1900
Louis Vandenburg 1901--

Warwick, Orange Co., N. Y.

Organized, 1804.

Chas. Hardenberg 1804— 1808

John I. Christie 181 2— 1835
Benj. Van Keuren 1836— 1837
James W. Stewart 1838— 1842
Fer. H. Van Derveeri842— 1876
Vernon B. Carroll 1876— 1886
Peter Crispell 1887— 1893
Taber Knox 1894

—

Transferred to the Classis of

Passaic. 1866.

Wilhelmus Eltinge 1816— 1833

J. C. Van Dervoort 1834— 1837
Ebenezer Wiggins 1837— 1856
Philip Peltz

'

""

1857— 1860
Alex. McKelvev i860— 1865
John Steele -1877

Second Totowa, Paterson, Pas-

saic, Co., N. 1. Organized,

1827.

Jacob T. Field 1828— 1832
Isaac D.Cole 1832— 1833
John A. Liddell 1834— 1838
John H. Duryea ° 1838— 1895
Peter H. :MiIliken 1882— 1888
Theodore W. \\'elles 1889

—

Nyack, Rockland Co., X. Y.

Organized, 1838.

Philip M. Brett 1838— 1842
Charles S. Hageman 1843— 1852
Benj. Van Zandt 1852—^1855

Daniel Lord 1856— 1860
Uriah ^larvin i860— 1870
Henry V. Voorhees 1871— 1878
Wm. 'R. McCorklet 1879— 1881

William H. Clark 1 881— 1886

J. C. VanDeventer 1886— 1892
\\'illiam

J.
Leggett 1893

—

Piermont, Rockland Co., X. \
Organized, 1838.

Pascack, Park Ritlge. Bergen Cor. E. Crispell
Co., X.

J. Organized, 18 14
Stephen Goetschius 1814— 1835
John Manley
John T. Demarest
Benj. A. Bartholf

Edward Lodewick

1834— 1853
1854— 1867
1868— 1873
1875—

First Totowa Paterson, Passaic
Co., X.

J. Incorporated 18 16.
Emeritus. "Emeritus iSS

Daniel Lord

J. Romeyn Berry

Jacob West
A. D. L. Jewett
Henry E. Decker
Augustus F. Todd
William C. Stitt

}. R. Verbrycke
Edward S. Ralston 1894— 1900
How"d C. Hasbrouck 1 900

Died :S93. fSupply.

1842 1847
1847 1850
1850 185I

1852— 1855
1857 -1859
i860— 1865
1865— 187I

1872— 1887
1887— 1893
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Second IMriiiioiit, I'icriiioiit,

RocklaiidCo., N. \'. Orj^aii-

i/A-(l 1S51. I )isl)an<k'(l 1S54.

Win. II. \'an Dori-ii iS:^2— 18^4

and. I'atcrson,

X. V. On
Pa^l-irst I

saic Co., A. \. y )Vi^-An]7.C([

1856. Re-org-ani/.eil, 1864.

lacobus DeKoov * 1856— 1858
lames Huyssoon

'

fames Huyssoon
Peter B. liahlcr

James Huyssoon
D. Lawrence Betten 1894— 1897
I''rederick Dekker 1897

—

1859— 1864

,864— 1865
1866— 1868
1868— 1892

Xorth. Passaic, Passaic Co. , N.

J.
(Jr<^ranized, 1868.

j. Paschal Strong 1869— 1872

Charles D. Kclloo^g 1872— 1879
Asher Anderson 1880— 1886

I. II. Whitehea.l 1886—

Holhind, W'ortendyke, Ber^-en

Co., X. ]. ( )rg-aiu/,ed, 1871.

John Smit
"

'

1883— 1886

Jacobus Diephuis 1887— 1889
K. Haini 1890— 1892
Frederick Dekker 1896— 1897
W'm. Lubach 1898— 1900
D. Cornelius Ruit^h 1900—

Holland, Lodi, Bergen Co., X.

J. Organized, 1859.

lames Huvssoon 1859— 1864

William C. Wust 1S64— 1868

William F. Betz 1875— 1878
Louis G. Jongeneel 1878— 1S92
Teunes 11. Hoonte 1896—

Broadway, Paterson, Passaic

Co., X. J.
Organized, 1864.

Wm. W. FLillowav 1865— 187

1

William H. Clark' 1872 -i 881

X. H. VanArsdale 1881— 1885
Elias W.Thompson 1896—

Spring Valley, Rockland Co.,

N. Y. Organized 1865.

JohnR. Brock 1865— 1869
Marshall B. Smith 1869— 1870
Richard DeWitt 1871— 1876
Daniel Van Pelt 1877— 1878
Cornelius E.Crispell 1879—

Second Holland, Paterson, Pas-

saic Co., X.
J.

Organized,

r866. Disbanded 1875.

A. H. Bechthold 1866— 1867
A. K. Kasse 1868— 1874

Supply.

Holland, Passaic, Passaic Co.,

X.
J. Organized, 1873.

Francis Rederus 1875 — 1876
William Hazenberg 1877— 1879
William Wormser 1882— 1884

lohn W. Warnshuis 1886—1887
C. W. Jacobs 1889— 1 891
Wm. AL C. Jacobs 1893— 1895
-Martin Plipse 1896—

•

Ridgewood, Bergen Co, X. J.

Organized. 1875.

John A. Van Xeste 1875—

Ramseys, Bergen Co., X. J.

Organized, 1875.
Wm. H. Xasholds 1879—1880
William W. Letson 1882— 1886

Second Lodi, Bergen Co., X. J.

Organized, 1887.

Robert M. Offord 1878— 1884
William ^Manchee 1884— 1887
James Bolton 1888— 1890
William Johnston 1890— 1898

Centerville, Athenia, Passaic

Co., X. ]. Organized, 1882.

Alex. McKelvey 1882 -1883
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John L. Stillwell

Anson DuBois
1884—1886 North Paterson, Passaic, X.

J.

1887— Organized I 894.

Garrett M. Conover 1895— 1898
WiUiam Johnston 1898— 1900

Hawthorne, Passaic Co. , X, |.

Organized, 1895:

Garrett M. Conover 1895— 1898

GartieUl, Pcrgen Cn., X. J.
Or-

ganized, 1891.

George Seibert 1891

—

1892

George (}. Seibert 1892— 1896
William Guthrie Myles 1897

—

Clifton, Passaic Co., X. J.
Or- William Johnston 1895— 1900

ganized i 892

:

Edward Birdsall 1892— 1899
Henry Van Haagen 1899— 1900
John S. Ellsworth 1901—

Glen Rock, Bergen Co., X.
J.

Organized, 1895.

Long pastorates are thought to be a peculiar feature of the

Reformed Church. In the history of the Classis three pastors

have continued in the same pastoral charge over fifty years, and

fourteen have had a pastorate of twenty-five years or more.

Three of these pastorates are still existing. The average dura-

tion of the fourteen pastorates is 35.21 years. The average

duration of the pastorates of the Classis, other than those still

existing is 8. 54 years. The average duration of existing pastor-

ates is 10.2 years. The pastors distinguished for their long

terms of service, are as follows :

LONG PASTORATES.

Name of
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'I'lu' CDiidiliou ol llu' C'Iuii"cIk's w luMi IIk- ('lassis was or-

i^-aiii/A'il, is soiiu'what dirticiilt posili \i'l_\- to (K'tiTmiiR'. The

rtuirclK's niadr no statistical reports to ('lassis until iSii, when

all the Churches rcportotl with the e.\ee])tion ol' 'I'otowa and West

New I leinpslead. e.xhibitiiiL;' theii" condition an<l woiiv tor the year

ending' Api'ii ii, iSii. A \-ear or so later the otlie'r two ( 'hurches

I'epoited enahlinj^' us to formulate the following- table, udiich. ex-

hibiting- the condition of the Churches wdieii the I'epoi'ts wiM'e

made, and showin<^- the slown.ess of their t^n'owth with the sli.Li'ht

\ai'iation in the numhei" i)\ communicants from year to }'ear,

makes it seem liiL^hU' probable that when the Classis was oi^L^an-

i'/cd the families in the Churches under its care numbered about

1 .447 and the comnumicants i ,370.

I'lRST REPORTS TO C1>ASSIS.

CHlKtUKS.
t/j

c

i) be

boa;

O
o

a o
be--

Gain

5 X2 Cl.

5 i5
•-

Eg-
O C3 ._

6 .y '^

L.)ss

Hackensack
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FAMILIES. INCREASE AND LOSS.

t^HLRCHES.

Hackensack

Acquackanonk
Tappan
Schraalenburgh

Paramus
Clarkstown

Old Totowa
West Xew Hempstead
Saddle River

Ramapo
Warwick
Pascack

Totowa. First

Totowa. Second

Xyack
Piermont

Piermont. Second
Pater.son. First Holland

Lodi, First Holland

Paterson , Broadwav
Spring Valley

Paterson, Second Holland
Passaic, North

Wortendyke. Holian'

Pa.ssaic. Holland

Ridgewood
Ramseys
Lodi, Second
Center^'ille

Garfield

Clifton

Paterson, North

Hawthorne
Glen Rock

Totals

When Classis organized
Gain by Churches or-

ganized

Total Gain

Total Loss

Net Gain
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IikTlmsc in llu- miinlHT ot r;imilii."s is (IcpcmU'iit iii;iinl\' iii»()ii

the increase ot population, Imt increase ot' conimiinicanl mem-
bership bespeaks the preseiici.- and power of ihi- Spirit ot" (jo<l.

When the Chissis was ori^anizetl 1,447 lainihes numbeied amon!:^

tlieir nienibris 1^7' connnnnicants. At the present lime 2,510

tanuhes number amont;- their mcmbci's 4,625 conniiunicants.

'This increase has recpiired an aihUtion to the ('hurches ot' i5,.S2i

communicants, as cxiiibited in the labk' on the t'oUowini;;- pa,<;e.

It is (hlticult, howe\L'r, to rL-alize how much increase it re-

(piires lor a Church to maintain the number of its communicant
members resisting- the raxaj^es ot' death, the ,L;ross backsli(Hn^- of

a few and the removal of many to other hjcabties. To make
this phiin the table on pas.;e !4(> has been prepared.

From llu'se tables it appeal's that I7.i(;: persons huvv been

in the comn.union of the Churches, but that 12,566 ha\e died or

been (hsmissed. or in some wav haw witluh"awn irom the care

ol the Classis. The mnul)er at pi'esent in connnunion, 4,625, is

oid\' ^527 more tlian one-third ol' the nundier ol communicants,

who (lui'inL;- the centLU'v have lieen comiected with the Churclies,

impressi\-ely teachins^-- us that constant j^-rowth is absoluteh' essen-

tial to the continuance of the Church on earth and acbiionisluny

tliose who are (_'hrist"s to labor (Hligentlv lest the kini;-dom of (iod

langaiishes. A loss b\- death or otherwise of 1 2, 566 communicants

emjihasizes such an a(biionition. 'I'here wouUl be cause h)r rejoic-

ing- in simply resisting- such heaxv drainage and maintaining the

strength of the Classis. But while the Lord by Mis pro\-idence

lias remoNcil so manv faithful laborers, lie has kindiv remem-

bered the need of the Churches, hlled their jdaces with others

and given increase. The measure of tlie blessing (iod has be-

stowed, enabling the Classis wlule sustaining such a heavy loss

to rejoice because of a net gain of 3,255, is shown by the tact

that such a gain has re(]uired the ing-athering- of 15,821 commun-
icants. Xor should we overlook the fact that while tleath

has removed 3,378 persons froi-n the Church on earth to the Cicn-

eral Assembly and Church of the First Horn whose names are

written in heaxen, moie than that number have ceased to have

a name ai-nong the communicaids of the Classis, no one knows

how. The unreported loss is 4,389. Of tliis number 706 were

lost through the secession, disbandment, and transfer of

Churches, leaving 3.683 who have mysteriously disappeared.
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COMMUNICANTS. INCREASE AND LOSS.
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CUMMTXICANTS. l^NRl':i'()R1"l':i ) T.C)SS1^S

Chwuchks.

Hackensack

Acquackanonk
Tappan
Schraalenbir.gh

Paramus
Clarkstown

C^ld Totowa
West Hew Hempstead
Saddle River

Ramapo
Warwick
Pascack

Totowa, First

Totowa, Second

Nyack
Piermont

Piermont, Second

Pater.son, Holland

Lodi, Holland

Paterson, Broadway
Spring Valley

Paterson, Second Holland

Passaic, North

Wortendyke, Holland

Passaic, Holland

Ridgewood
Ramseys
Lodi. Second

Centerville

(Taifield

Clifton

North Paterson

Hawthorne
Glen Rock

2 B

-* p
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'Vhv inirc'])()rtLMl losses, c.xliiliiti'd in tlu' ])rcce(iing tables,

are su^i^-|^esti\e of the missing- alter a battle—their fate a

mere coiijeeture. They are lost to the Classis, though not we
trust (o ( lod, throui^'h lon^- eontinued ahsenei' from the soeietv

and inlluenee of the C'hureh in whieh they were eiwolled. Many
of them are probably dead, but others of them are living;- witliout

identification with any Church, having- grown cold in the

INTaster's service. The loss thus sutlered b)y the Classis of _].()>> ^

communicants is equivaleiit to the loss of a Classis, than which
tliere are but nine larger in the Reformed Church in America. It

amounts to more than one out of e\'erv h\e persons who have

been in the communion of the Churches of the Classis. .^ome

measure should be devised, for the remedy t)f such an evil.

The history of the Classis teaches that (}od is faithful to His

covenant promises and graciously remembers those who ha\-e

been gixen to Him l)y their parents in hoi)- ba]itism.

The tlata we possess in relation thereto, is i)resented in the

table on the following page, l)ut from data so meager it is im-

possil)le to reach any definite conclusion. It is, hou-e\'er, very

signiticant that while 9,390 persons haxe been receix'cd to full

communion, only 1,621 were not bajitized in infancv. It is also

significant that while 7,769 who were bai)tized in infancv, have

been received to full communion, the whole number thus bap-

tized is only 5,044 greater than that number. I'his is as large

a return of the baptized to God as could be expected, when
we rememl)er the ravages of death, and the large number
ot baptized cliildren in our Churches who are still too voung
to confess Christ. And it certainly exemplifies lehoxah's prom-
ise to pious parents, "Them that honor me I will honor, and
they that desjiise me shall l)e lightly esteemed;"'

Closely allied with such data is the religious instruction of the

children. The Classis has 4,867 ."-^abbath school scholars, and
the statistics show that the .'sabbath schools have more than

doul)led in meml)ership since they were established.

The li])erality of the Churches is a subject of the highest im-

])ortance, as the ach'ancement of (iods kingdom is dependent

upon the consecration to Cod of the Church's wealth. Hut it

was not until 1853 that the Clun-ches were reipiired to report

their benevolent contributions to Classis, and not until 1858 that
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HAP'IMS.MS A.XI) SAl'.l'.ATH SCHOOLS

Baptisms.

Clll'KCllKS. C "5

Hackensack
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COXTRIHrTIoXS.

Chlrchks.

'a^

b£ a^ X

Acquackanonk



STATlSTIf Al inSIOKV '53

llu'\- l)i,'i;aii to report tlu'ir conlrihiitioiis tor CDni^TCi^ailional pur-

poses. I'lie stalislics lurnislied 1>\- the classical records cover

less than half a cenlurv. These are exhibited in the tal)le on

the jirecediiiL;- i)a^e:

['he contrihutions ot" the Churches for benevolent purposes

lia\e been such as indicate the presence and power ol a sjiirit ol

liberalitw While expendini;- 81^^77.008. in maintaining- the minis-

ti-ation ot the l.oi'd's house within their bounds, the Churches ot

the Classis durin,<;- the last half century have also devoted to the

woi'k of tlK' Lord S3i(;,f>03, making- a i^-rand total of slc^^O.^hi

for reli^'ious purpt)ses.

Such statistics sjK'ak louder than words. They show us that

the Chvu-ch occu])ies a warm -place in the affections ot the peo-

|)le. and that they are desirous to extend the sway of the peace-

speakin-- and soul-cheering Gospel. They also admonish the fol-

lowers of Christ to be up and doing, lest they come short of those

who ha\-e preceded them in the execution of the Lords work.

It is unwise to rest content with the worthy record made by

others. The word of the Lord is, 'Tie ye followers of those

who through faith and patience have inherited the promises.
"

The history we h;i\'e sketched exhibits the result of faithful labor

for a faithful Lord, antl turnishes cause for rejoicing because ot

the law unalterable, and unfailing, "\'our labor shall not be in

vain in the Lord.
"
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THE REFORMED CHURCHES OF

HACKENSACK AND SCHRAALENBURGH
BY

Rkv'ii William II. Vkoom, D. D.

TH !•'. ;il)()\c title relates to the two aneient Reformed I3uteh

C'luirehes lirst oryanized in Hackensaek and Scliraalen-

buryh, and whicli seceded from the Reformed Cluireh in 1822.

I'hey became part of the Classis of Paranuis when it was organ-

ized in I Soo. After their secession they, tog-ether with a few

other seceding factions in central New York, formed what was

called "The True Reformed Dutch Church," but popularly

known as "The Seceders. " This body has been lately absorbed

l)y The Christian Reformed C'h.urch—a body composed mostly

of Holland-speaking Churches in the \\'est.

The present First Reformed Church of Hackensaek, and the

present Reformed Church of Schraalenburgh were originally em-

braced in the same corporations with these seceding Churches. On
account of internal troubles they became separated, and at the time

of the division of the old Classis of Hackensaek m 1800. they

were assigned to the Classis of Bergen. They, therefore, ha\'e

never had any formal comiecticMi with the Classis of Paramus.

and are not to be confounded with the Churches now under con-

sideration, though they bear the same names by which these

Churches were formerly known.

.Much of the historv of these seceded Churches, embracing

an account of tlieir many troubles both internal and external, and

their fmal secession under the misguided leadership of the Re\'.

Solomon Froeligh, has l)een already preseiited in the Historical

Discourse. *

The object of the present sketch is mainlv to sui)pl}' a brief

account of the lives and labors of the dex'out men of Cod, who
loyally served these Churches previously to their secession, the

* .See pages 51 — 63.
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carliLT of wliom were anioiiL;- llic lirst to uiiliirl the liaiiiier of the

cross, and that of the Keloi-ined faith in this part o'Our iaii(L

'I he Ilaekeiisaek Cliui-eh was the st-eond toniied in Xew |er-

sey. and was ori;anized in ihSh l)y the l\e\-. Peter Tesschen-

niaeker. who was tlien settled in Scheneetadx'. X. ^'. 'I'hirty-

three coniiDunie.'mts joined in the ori^rani/ation. and six other..

were a<hled shortly afterward. I)uiiny the ne.xt three vears, till

1689, lie continued to minister to this ])eo])le, and to administer

the sacraments as o])])ortunity ser\ed. ' Diirini;- tlie latter part

ot this ])eriod the Kew Kudolphus \'an X'arick. who was then

the minister ox'er the I>oiiu;- Island ('liurches. rendered some ser-

vice to this people. The su|)|)l_\- otminister.-^ was so deficient

at that time, especially of those who could speak the Diitcli

lanmauii^e, that tliese occasional serx'ices were hit^dilv ])rized and
lon<^- remembered. For the most part theii' dcNotionai services

were led by a I oo/Vrsc/; \\\u> also read a st/nrion from some
Dutch authoi-. Xo cliurch edihce was erected during- the lirst ten

years. Init wor>hip was maiidained in a pri\-ate house.

Thk 1\k\. (ii ilma.m ISkki hoi.f.

'I'hc first regular jnistor settled over the Church was the l\e\\

(iuilliam I^ertholf, who entered upon his ministr\- in ''194, and

continued his labors until his death in 1724. llis char^x' in-

cluded also the Church of Acipiackanonk and for manv years, a

general care of all Xew jersev and some regions l)eyond.

The lite and e.\tensi\'e labors ol' this truly e-vcellent and use-

lul man. ha\e been jiortrayed in othc |)arts of this volume, to

which the reader is referred, t

During his ministry the first Church edilice was erected in

1696. The master builders were W'm. Day and John .^tage, wliose

names, then rudeh' carved in the stone, ma\- still be seen in the

wall of the present building. The site was the same now occu-

|)ied by the h'irst Reformed ( 'hurch— "a tlelightful location in tlie

southern i)art of the village, wdiich for its neatness and beant\'

attracts the attention of tlie str;in^-er. It is immediateh' oppo-

site the county Court House and lias on its westerly side the

public scjuare.

It is interesting to ol)ser\e that this Church pi"opert\', wdiich

*For an account of thi.s di.stingui-shed pioneer and liis massacre by Indians, see page 47.

t See Historical Discourse p. 48. Also Histories of the Churches of Acquackanonk
,'ni(l 'rappan.
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orijL'inally Itcloni^L'il to lliciiow sici'ik-W C'liurcli, ami which, alter

the tonnation ol the present hiist C'hiircli. was owiietl and used

jiiinlly l>y the two Ixxlic's. was alter the secession of the ohler

C'hiircli, chiiiiu'd 1>\- the present h)val hodw 'l'he\- did not, how-

e\er, atteni]it to ihspo^sess the si'ceded Church and to lakr exclu-

sive possession tlieniselxes till ten vears later, when a si'Cond se-

ci'ssion took place, under the leadership of the Rev. C". Z. I'auli-

son. within the seceded Church. Then, bv a ])roclaniation posted

THE RKFOR^IED CHURCH OF HACKENSACK

on the church doors, dated May 9. 1832. the ex'clusive right of

the loyal Church to the pro])erty was declared, and was not con-

tested 1)}' the seceded body. In this way the old property came
into the i)ossession of the newer loyal or^-anization, where it still

remains.

The se.ccess and fruitfulness of Mr. I}ertholt"s ministry is wit-

nessed bv the fact that 242 members were receivetl into this
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Cluirch alone on confession of their faith, and t\venl\'-six by cer-

tilicale. But many other Churches shared tlie blessing; of his

wides])read and A]iostolic labors.

TllK l\\\. KKIMIAKUr l""RirK/.()\.

'I"he connection between the Churches of Ilackensack and

Ac(|uackanonk terminated with the close of the ministry of Mr.

Bertholf; and in 1725 Hack'ensack united with Schraalenbur^-h

and Paramus in calling; the Re\'. Keinhardt l'">rickzon as their joint

]iastor. A sketch of his life may be found in this volume in connec-

tion with the history of the Church of I'aramus. Duiing- Ids three

years' ndidstry in Ilackensack, hfty ])ersons were recei\'ed on

confession of their faith and si.vteen by certificate, g'ivin*^ evi-

dence of an e\'ang-elical and fruitful nn'idstr)'.

The Church of ."^chraalenburgdi, whose life from this time

tortli, with the exception of a few vears, was closely connected

with that of Hackensack, and formed with the latter one pastoral

charge, was org-ani/,e(l in 1724. In the next year the first church

edifice was erected near the site of the present South Church.

Mr. Krickzon accepted a call to Schenectady in 172S, and, incon-

sequence of the scarcity of ministers, these Churches were all left

vacant for the s])ace of over two years. Then Schraalenburg-h

joined with Paramus in calling'

'PhK Rk\. (iKOKOK W. MaXCH'S.

He remained pastor less than two years in consecpience

of a call, in 1732, to King-ston, X. \'. A brief sketch of his life

is presented in the history of' the Church of Paramus.

The Church at Mackensack during; the vacancy in its jiastor-

ate toolv dow nthe old stone Church, erected in 1696, and incor-

porated its slones in a ncM' and more commodious building- on the

same site. During; this time they enjoyed the occasional services

of the Rev. Gualterus DuPois. of New \'ork, and within two

years, thoug-h destitute of pastoral care, forty-six )iersons were

added to their communion on confession of their faith.

'Phk Rk\. AxroNiis CiRrKxirs.

In 1730 the Re\'. Antonius Curtenius came iVom Holland

duly (pialitied and appointed by the Chissis of Amsterdam to take

charg;e of the Churches of ilackensack and Schraaleid)urg-h ; but,

as the latter had now arrant-'ed with Paramus to call Mr. ]\lan-
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cius, and Mr. Curteniiis preferred to take Hackensack alone, the

matter was allowed to take that form for a few years. He be-

came pastor of SchraaU'iihur^h also, not later than 1737. I lis

ministry then continned over both Chnrches till 1755.

Mr. Cnrtenius was born in Holland in 1698. The Amster-

dam Corresponsenee lately recovered by Dr. Corwin contains in-

teresting' items concerning' him, kindly fnrnished for this history.

The minutes of the Classis of Amsterdam show^ that he was

assigned to New Netherlands on recommendation oi the Depiilati

ad res cxieras, ]\\\\' 18, 1729. On October third, having received

a call to "Akkinsak," he preached a sermon on Psalm 2: 12, "Kiss

the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way," and was

admitted to final examination. In this he gave perfect satisfac-

tion, and was then ordained to the sacred ministry by the lay-

ing on of hands. After he had been settled for some time in

Hackensack, the Consistory of that Church wrote a letter to

the Classis, which is worthy of record in full. Our space will

only allow a iew extracts.

After suitable introduction they say: "We consider it to be

our duty to dispatch withot delay, some letters of thanks to your

Reverences, for your fidelity in sending such an able and worthy

teacher to our congregation." After alluding to the supply of

Schraalenburgh by Mr. Mancius, they proceed : "In the name
of the whole congregation of Hakkingsak, we herewith thank

your Reverences from the bottom of our hearts, for all the trouble

you have taken and for your fi-delity in providing us with a

teacher and pastor. He is beloved by all of us. He is in his life

a light shining before us all, and a teacher of the truth which is

according to godliness."

The letter is subscribed :

"Your humble and willing servants in the Lord, the Elders

and Deacons of the Dutch Reformed Church of Hagginsak :

—

John Hendrikse Banta, Hendrick Kip,

Jan Bardan, Hendrick Van Giesen,

Jurien Westervelt, Jacob De Groot.

"

In 1748, after Mr. Cnrtenius had served the Church of Hack-

ensack eighteen years, and that of Schraalenburgh the latter

eleven years of the same period, these Churches took the fatal

step which involved them in untold sorrows and troubles, and led

to their undoing at last. This was the calling of the Rev. J. H.
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Goetschius to be a colleague of Curtenius. His call to these

Churches seems to have been desioned to "gratify discontented

persons. Mr. Curtenius welcomed him and preached the instal-

lation sermon; but soon each Church became divided into two
hostile factions, and the friends of one minister would not attend

the services of the other. Each faction, therefore, followed

its own chosen minister from church to church, and met each

other upon the high roads with scowls and frowns. The new
colleague managed to have all the Consistory elected from his

friends, and assayed, by the clandestine procurement of a charter

from the governor of the state, to control all the finances. Under
these circumstances, it is not surprising that Mr. Curtenius, who,
i" 1 755. received a call to the Long Island Churches, which had
previously driven Mr. Goetschius away, accepted it and removed
to Flatbusli. There he finished his ministerial work. Though
favorable to the formation of the Coetus, he violently opposed
the organization of a full Classis in this country and became a

leader of the Conferentie. His obituary states : "He was re-

markable for his indefatigal)le diligence in the ministrations of

his office. His actions in all the affairs of life were accompanied
with the strictest rules of justice, so that none could with more
propriety claim the title of a preacher and a sincere Christian,

which not only his morals manifested, but his happy death."

This occurred October 19, 1756, in his fifty-eighth year.

Thk Rev. Johannes H. Goetschius.

Mr. Goetschius was born in Liguria, Switzerland, in the vear

17 18, and was educated at the university of Zurich. He was

licensed and ordained by Dorsius and J. T. Frelinghuysen in

1738. This was without the authority of the Classis of Am-
sterdam or any other lawful judicatory, and led to much trouble

and correspondence afterward. It happened during the nine

years' delay of the Classis in granting the request for a C(jetus.

Its excuse was the imperative need of more ministers. Before

coming here he was settled in the Churches of Long Island as a

colleague of Antonides. There the validity of his ordination and

ministry was questioned. Antonides, who had at first welcomed,

turned against him. After much contention, sometimes accom-

panied with hot temper, he at last consented for the sake of

peace, in 1748, the year of his removal to these Churches in the
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Chussis of I'aranuis, to submit to a re-examination, and to Ite re-

onlaineil by the C'(jetus. which was now duly constituted. l)ur-

ins^ the contest, wlien tlie Cliurch was locked against him, he

preached in barns, t)r crowded houses, or under trees, or on the

doorsteps <^f the Church. On one occasion when in the church,

the chorister who sat below the pulpit, and in those daj'S gave out

the hymns, in order to ]irevent his preaching, gave out the whole

ot" Psalm 119, '.vhich would have taken all day to sing. But

Mr. Goetschius hatl the courage to stop the proceeding, (iod

accepted his ministry, giving him while on Long Island and be-

fore his reordination, as well as frequently after, great revivals. *

After the departure of Mr. Curtenius in r755, Mr. Goetschius

had the field to himself; but instead of uniting the factions,

those who had been the friends of Curtenius now sought to be

separately organized within each Church. This was effected in

1756, in each case; and, though these new organizations con-

tinued to worship in the same buildings with the older bodies,

alternately, till after the secession of the latter in 1822, yet were

they always from this time separate and distinct ecclesiastically;

each pair of organizations having its own minister, and, indeed,

after the vear 1800, belonging to different Classes.

Mr. Goetschius continued to labor with much spiritual suc-

cess among his own flocks until his death, which occurred No-

vember 14, 1774. He is described as "a learned, pious and godly

man, and a faithful and successful preacher of the Gospel.

He instructed several young men for the ministry, who became

eminent in the Church, and Avas one of the first trustees of

Queen's College. The temper of the man was shown when on a

certain occasion, having anticipated resistance to his preaching,

he buckled his sword on his thigh, and thus accoutered, entered

the pulpit at Hackensack. He was not disturbed.

The Rev. Dirck Romeyx.

After the death of Goetschius, the choice of these older con-

gregations for the first time fell upon a native American,—and, in

fact, a native of Hackensack, who was born in the year 1744- This

was the distinguished Dirck (Theodoric) Romeyn. He was edu-

cated at Princeton and studied theology with his predecessor,

'Sir. Goetschius. He was licensed by the American Classis in 1766,

and had already ministered, for nine years, to the Churches of Marble-

* Corwin's Manual, p. 263.
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town, Rochester and W'awarsing, X. \., as constituting,^ one cliarj^e;

wlu'n, in 1775, he was called to liis native Cluirch and t(j Scliraal-

enl)ur^h.

Tlie confiding relations which he found existing- l)etween the

ri\'al Churches, continued duriny^ Ids pastorate. It is tloubtful

whetlier another case can be found in all the annals of Christianity,

where four independent Churches were associated in an entangle-

ment of cross relations so perfectly adapted to destroy all peace

and lo\-e, and to produce jealousy, heartburnings, strife and the

outbreaking of violent passions. The two newer Churches, form-

ally organized after the departure of Curtenius, had first called the

Rev. Johannes .Schuyler for their pastor, who remained ten years.

He was succeeded in 1768 by the Rev. Cornelius Blauw, who in

turn was followed three years later by the Rev. Warmoldus Kuy-
l)ers. This excellent, peace-loving man was in cliarge of those

Churches when I\Ir. Romeyn came to the two (jlder organizations.

The times were very stormy; besides existing ilisturbances, the Rev-

olutionary struggle was going e>n in the country.

dliis proved a source of increasing troubles to these Churches,

for party lines were formed largely according to Church aftilia-

tions. Yet, as Mr. Romeyn, like his natural rival, Air. Kuypers,

was a man of jirofound piety and of all generous and noble in-

stincts, no notalde collision or disaster occurred during his

ndnistry.

He is described as a man of superior natural endowments to

which were added the force of a deep and broad education. All

the paths of general science, history and plnlosojihy were fa-

miliar to him. He was a preacher of great power, being deeply

experienced in all the mysteries of divine grace, and al)le to ex-

hibit them to others in a way to enlighten, instruct and power-

fully move his hearers. He was the intimate friend and ad-

viser of Dr. Livingston during the formative period of our de-

nondnation, and is described by one as "un(|uestionably the hrst

man in our Church, and among the first in the whole American

Church." He accepted a call to Schenectady in 1784, where he

was largely instrumental in founding L^nion College. He was
also a trustee ot Queen's College, (Rutgers), from which he re-

ceived the degree of U. I), in 1789. In 1792 he was made a Lec-

tor in theology, and a full Professor in 1797, a ])()sition which

he held until his death, which occurred in 1804.
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'rilF l\K\'. Sor.OMOX I'KOKI.ICIl.

A yi';ir aftrr Mr. Romi'N'n's withdiawal, llicsc Cluirches ex-

((.ndnl a call to tlu- \\rv. Solomon j'TocliL;-!) to become their

jKistor, who. upon his acceptance was installed l)y the l\ev. lien-

janiin X'andcr hinde. "Sir. l''roeli}^h was born at Red Hook, May 2(;,

1750. llis predecessors, Drs. Dirck Romeyn and |. II.

(ioctschius, were his ])receptors in theolo^'y. Incensed by the

g-eneral nieetinj^- of ministers and elders in 1774, his hrst charge

inchided se\'eral Clnirches on I-oiii^- Island; but, beins^ an ardent

patriot, tlie cominj;- of the British into that region compelled him

to \]vv from his congregauons. Arriving at Hackensack he ac-

companied Dr. Livingston on horseback up the west side of the

Hudson to the north; then, for four years, he suj^plied l''ishkill

and Poughkeepsie, until he was called to Millstone and Neshanic

in 1780. Six years later he came to this tield and became the

last minister of the older Churches of Hackensack and Schraalen-

V)urgh.

The earlier years of Mr. Froelighs ministry in these congre-

gations were full of promise. Hopeful attempts were made to

reconcile the divided parties. Those in Hackensack united in

building the present Church on the Green in 1791. This was the

third building upon the same site. It was enlarged in 1847. In

the general revival of 1800, Mr. Froeligh received more than 200

persons into communion in a single year. At the death of -Vlr.

Kuypers in 1797, he endeavored to get control of all the congre-

gations, and to reunite them under himself as pastor. When he

failed in this, and ^Ir. Kuyper's congregations insisted upon call-

ing the Re^'. James V. C. Romeyn as their pastor, ]Mr. Froeligh

went to the other extreme, and took a position of open hostility

and disunion.

We omit the painful scenes and strifes which characterized his

subsequent ministry, and the account of the secession which in

1822 terminated it, and at the same time ended the life of these

Churches in connection with our denomination; referring the

reader to the Historical Discourse, in which these matters are sutfi-

ciently treated. *

In 1792 Mr. Froeligh had been appointed a Lector in theology

and in 1797 a Professor of the same. His professorship made him

* Dr. Benjamin C. Taylor's "Annals of the Classis and Township of Beigen" contains

much additional information relating to the Secession.
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directly responsible to the General Synod for his conduct. When
in 1823 the Synod found him g-uilty of seceding- from the Re-

formed Dutch Church, of implicating the constituted authorities

of the Church in the serious charges of disregard to Christian dis-

cipline, prostituting the sacraments and sanctioning unsound doc-

trines; of uniting with deposed ministers to set up another denom-

ination in contempt of ecclesiastical authority, and of promoting

schisms and dissensions in the Church, he was deposed from his

professorship and from the ministry. It has been proved liy Dr.

Froeligh's published letters that he had contemplated secession for

many years. His character and the influences which controlled

him at the time of the Secession are thus described:

"Mr. Froeligh was seventy-two years of age at his secession.

He was not a man of lofty genius or of intellectual greatness. He
followed the beaten track of doctrinal exposition, and experi-

mental religion. He became with years severely dogmatic.

His studies were rather contined to the needful and the useful.

He was considered during many of his latter years by the Church
at large as a troul)ler in Israel. He expressed his doctrines in

the severest terms, preaching an unalterable reprobation. He
was no doubt led into the ecclesiastical difficulties before he was
aware, so far that he felt he could not recede, and by thus acting

he soon became guilty of many inconsistencies. It must be re-

membered that he at tirst strove for union; and when he had failed

in all his efforts and plans, the reaction carried him far the other

way. From his position he found himself at the head of a party,

and circumstances led him on till the consummation which we
have seen. '" *

]Mr. Froeligh, though deprived of all ministerial authority by

the General Synod, the highest judicatory of the Church, still

continued in disregard of all authority and order to assume the

functions of a minister among the seceded people till his death

in 1827.
* Corvvin's Manual, p. 276.
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REFORMED CHURCH OF ACOUACKANONK

UY

TiiK Rkv'ii John Gaston, 1). 1).

TiiK Ria'd Amk Vknnkma.

MANY of the incidents connect

of the Protestant Reformed

lected witli the origin and liistory

d Dutcli Chnrch of Acfjnacka-

nonk, wliich we would Ix- olad to mention, hax'c tallc n into ol)livion.

We shah endea\^or, ho\\e\er, to present as full a history of tlu'

Church as the means within our reach will enable, and the limited

space allotted to us in this work will allow us to write.

Acquackanonk was settled about the year 1685 by fifteen or

twent\' families from Communipaw. The names of the purchasers

of the Acfiuackanonk Patent, embracino- Passaic, Clifton, Acquack-

anonk township, and all of Paterson south of the Falls, were as fol-

lows : Hanse Diderick, Garrett Garretson, Walling- Jacobs. Elias

Hartman, Johannes and Cornelius Machielson, Adrian Post,

Urian Tomason, Cornelius Roulofson, Symon Jacobs, John Hen-

drick Spears, Cornelius I.ubbers and Abraham Bookey. All but

one or two of these men settled here, thouoli some of them soon

removed elsewhere, and sold their shares of the property to other

settlers. Thev were a God-fearing people. Some of them had

been born and l)rouQ-ht uj) in Holland, where their ancestors had

suffered from the cruel oppressions of the Roman Inquisition.

Religious liberty was inbred in these families, and religious cul-

ture was their first aim. They clung tenaciously to the observance

of religious worshij), though in the New World preachers of the

Word were few.

The first preacher in this \icinity of whom we have any

knowledge, was Dominie Tesschenmaeker. He baptized the children,

supervised the election of elders and deacons, and invested them

with the functions of their respective offices. On February 8, i6go,

when the French and Indians attacked Schenectady, this devoted

man of God, who at that time was located and laboring in that

vicinity, fell a victim in the common massacre among his be-
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loved people. He and his wife and two colored scr\;uits, besides

others of the inhabitants, were butchered in the dead of ni^ht.

Such was the cruel fate of the first messenger of Christ, and mis-

sionary to the people living in the then wilderness of Hackensack
and Acquackanonk. In the face of such dangers was the seed of

the Word scattered over the country inmiediately west of the

Hudson ri\er.

We are not able to tell precisely when the Acquackanonk set-

tlers founded a Church. It may have been under the irregu-

lar ministry of Dominie Tesschenmaeker, about the time that he or-

dained the first otificers of the Church at Hackensack in 1686. Our
oldest volume of Church records was begun in 1720. The list of

elders and deacons prior to that date, was transcribed from the

Hackensack records; the list of births and baptisms, apparentlv

from family Bibles, though the records begin with that year. The
oldest Church v^^ritings we have are in a small manuscript volume,

six by eight inches in size. It is a very unique record, gi\ ing week
by week the amount of collections taken up at each service during

a period of thirty years, together with \'arious items of expenditure.

This record goes back to June 12, 1693. when the collection

amounted to eighteen stivers, or about ten cents. This indicates

that there were regular Church services held here as early as 1693;

how much earlier we cannot say. Unfortunately the original deed
of the Church ])roperty was lost as long ago as 1776, when a new-

confirmatory or quit-claim deed was executed by the heirs of the

patentees.

The Rev. Guilliam Bektiioif.

It is by no means to be understood that our pious forefathers

enjoyed religious services only when an ordained minister occasion-

ally visited them. In these days the Voorlezer was an important

functionary, who on week days generally taught the youth and on

Sabbaths conducted the worship of God. In this humble but very

important capacity, Guilliam Bertholf appears to have acted very

early in this vicinity. On September 2, 1693, a memorial from the

Churches of Hackensack and Acquackanonk was presented to the

Classis of Middleburg, Holland, requesting that he might become
their minister. At a meeting of said Classis, held in Middleburg,

September 16, 1693, Mr. Bertholfwas examined. The examination

was most heartily sustained, and the candidate was accordingly or-
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daincd to the Gospel ministry, and at once installed as pastor of th.e

Clunclies by which he was called.

It is said that the e.xpenses of Dominie Herlliolf's journey to

Holland were defrayed by the two Churclus which he was to serve,

a touching; evidence of the yearnini; of the peoi)le lor the stated

preachino of the Wortl and the administration of the ordinances,

of their love for and confidence in their Voorlezer, and also of his

devotion to the cause of Christ, which rendered him willing to ex-

pose himself to the perils of a long, wearisome and dangerous voyage

across the ocean to the fatherland, and the still more hazardous re-

turn \oyage in mid-winter. He arrived in America in February.

1694. with his new and sacred honors upon him, "the first regular-

ly installed pastor in the state of New Jersey." We have the fol-

lowing notice of his return in his own words, recorded in the Hack-

ensack Kerkboek: "Anno. 1694, on the 24th of February. Guil-

liam Bertholf arrived from Zeeland with a legal Classical Ucense to

serve as preacher, shepherd and teacher over Acquackanonk. and

was received by the Church with great affection.

Bv virtue of the authority now vested in him, he immediately

caused a new consistory to be constituted, and it seemed to have

been a sort of joint consistory, chosen by the two congregations,

and yet, doubtless, distinct in all things, except as to the support of

the minister. It was undoubtedly on the 24th of May that he ad-

ministered the first communion at Acquackanonk, for in the little

manuscript record before mentioned, we find that an unusually

large collection was taken up on that day. 39 guilders, 5 stivers.

We regret to say that the salary of the minister was gener-

ally in arrears. His salary was 25 pounds sterling, $120, for

his services at Acquackanonk. and as much more for his services

at the Church at Hackensack. But in more than one instance he

turns over the amount in arrearage for his salary, to the Church

erection and repairs account. From the various specimens ot his

handwriting extant, and from his manner of bookkeeping, we learn

that Mr. Bertholf was a fine penman, painstaking and conscientious

in his attention to the details of his pastoral work, and prudent in

the management of his pecuniary affairs. His agreement with the

joint consistory required that he should preach once at each place

on Sunday, administer the sacrament twice a year to each con-

gregation, catechise the children, and visit his people scattered over

a territory stretching from Belleville on the south, to Tappan on the
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north, from the Hackensack and e\en the Hudson ri\er on tlie east

to Pompton on the west. Beino tor fifteen years or more the only

settled Djtch minister in New Jersey, Dominie Bertholf had, in

consequence, a general supervision of all the Churches in the col-

ony, and ma)' be said to have been a domestic missionary at

large, and verv much on his own charj^es. For more than thirty

years he continued his ministrations over the two (/hurches, be-

sides his supervision over the several incipient charg-es springing-

up under his guitlance throughout this section. But at length,

age, or more likely, disease, began to tell upon him. His hand-

writing in 1720 is as fine and neat as in 1700, but within the next

two or three years the trend)ling and irregular lines betray a

feeble and faltering hand. Meanwhile the congres^ations at Ac-

quackanonk and Hackensack had become large, and the people

at Belleville, Ponds, Pompton, .""^chraalenburgh and Tappan.

demanded more service than one man could possibly ren-

der them. The increasing^ infirmities of Dominie Bertholf made
it the more necessary to take immediate stejis for a division

ot this extensive charge, and upon consulting with him. an agree-

ment was executed by which such division was consummated.

As respects the first Church edifice erected in Acquackanonk,

our information is very limited. Religious ordinances were prob-

ably at first celebrated in some private dwelling. The erection of

a suitable house ot worship was certainly had in view trom the

time Dominie Bertholf returned from Holland. The Hackensack

Church was built in 1696, and that at Acquackanonk probably not

until ten years later. That the people were collecting money for

this worthy object for a long time, appears trom the fact that as

early as June 13. 1702, on figuring up their accounts, there was

tound in the poor chest for this purpose 2,538 guilders, not a

large amount, but still a nice little sum out of which was des-

tined to rise one day a substantial edifice.

Thk Rf.v. Henkuts Coens.

After the death of Dominie Bertholf and before the arri\al of

the new minister from Holland, the celebrated Dominie Gualterus

DuBois, preacher in New York from 1696 to 1751, officiated here

several times and exercised a tatherlv care o\er the shepherdless

flocks at Belleville, Acquackanonk and t Noorden. But in the

meanwhile these three congregations were circulating subscription
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papers in tlu-ir R-s])f<,ti\ c districts to raise nioiu\- for tlic support of

a "'vounij preacher from Holland.' It is to l^e reiiieiiibered that

after an amount sufficient for the support of a minister had been se-

cured, the Church had ttj send a blank call, stating the terms and

conditions offered, to Holland, where the mother Church could act

upon it, and send out hither any preacher the Classis in Holland

might select, at any time within two years. We do not know how
long- it took to get the subscription paper hlled U]) with the

promised /^So, New \'ork money, but it was eighteen months or

more, before we find Dominie Henricus Coens officiating as Predi-

kant at Acquackanonk. The first entries b\- him in our Church

records are a list of 196 names of Church members, which he found

in his first visitation in March, 1726, living at Belleville, Acquacka-

nonk. Sloterdam, Wesel, Totowa, Singack. Pompton and the

Ponds. The oldest receipt we have of Dominie Coens is as fol-

lows : "The undersigned acknowledges to have received of the

elders and deacons of Akquegnonk, Second River and t Xoorden

the simi of 40 pounds, 1 8 shillings and 6 pence, in pa\nient of a

half years salary, up to April 5th, 1726." Now, unless the salary

was paid in advance, which is extremely doubtful, Dominie Coens

must have sailed from Holland about October, 1725. He probably

arrived here and entered upon his ministerial duties about the first

of January following. Soon alter, the matter of securing him the

free house promised in the call received attention from the congre-

gation. For we find in the "Town Book of Lands of Newark, p.

157. now in the New Jersey Historical Society, that on the 20th of

March. 1726. a bond or obligation was executed between Hessell

Peterse and Thomas Jurjaen, trustees of the Church and congrega-

tion of Acquackanonk, and Garret Wanterse and Abraham \'ree-

landt, trustees of the Church and congregation of Second River, in

which it is stipulated that, inasmuch as both Churches are under

one pastor, the society of Second River has paid the sum ot £~^o

unto the society of Acquackanonk for the building of a house to

be occupied by the minister, and will be "at one equal third part

charge from this time in keeping in repairs the said house." Should

either Church see cause to separate from the other, this sum

of /50 shall be returned to the society of Second River, and the

above obligation will cease to be of force.

It is proper to mention in this connection, that the original

"•rant of land from the Patentees to the Kcrkeraad of Acquacka
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nonk, consisted of a triaiit^'-iilar lot containint^'- about fourteen

acres. Six acres of this plot were subse(|uently sold to John
James Vreelandt. 'I'wo acres were set off as a Church site and
burial place, and the remaining^ six acres were appropriated for

the use and benefit of the minister. Now this hrst parsonag-e, for

the erection of which the Second River people donated /50, was
located upon these six acres, standing as is l)elieved in what now
constitutes the garden of the homestead of Uriah Van Riper, de-

ceased. A diagram of the house, upon which are recorded all the

specifications the builder would require, is still i)reserved in the

archives of the Church. The spirit of concord and co-operation

so pleasantly manifested by the Second River branch of the con-

gregation, in the joint effort to secure a house for the minister,

was unhappily of very short continuance. A serious contention

soon after arose between these districts, the precise nature of

which we ha\'e not been able to determine. We have, however,
in the absence of Dominie Coens' statement of the case, the action

taken by the Consistory, and, indeed, of the entire congregation of

Acquackanonk. And we may be permitted to remark in passing,

that it is evident from the charges preferred, as well as from the

spirit in which this action was taken, that the forefathers did not

have and exercise any more of the grace of Christian charity and for-

bearance, than their descendants do at tlie present dav. The docu-

ment reads as follows :

"Whereas, the perfidious and covenant-breaking neighbors of
Second River have come to treat, so contrary to contract, faith-

lessly and unscripturally, the Rev. Henricus Coens, whom we
jointly called, not only by disharging and dismissing him from
his service, and forbidding his coming among them, and that with-

out any cause, even by the shutting and nailing of the Church,
so that his Reverence has been compelled to preach on the gallery-

stairs, and also by sending the constable with a demand from the
justice to give the Church books up to them, and other unheard of
and unscriptural conduct, therefore, we of Acquackanonk and
t Noorden, pursuant to the unanimous vote of the entire congrega-
tion, have, independently of the perfidious people of Second River,

again accei)ted our own lawful and beloved minister. Dominie Hen-
ricus Coens, on the same terms as formerly, and that on tliese contli-

tions, to wit, that we of Acquackanonk and 't Noorden now shall

hereafter be one congregation and one body, and that our above
named minister shall always preach at Acquackanonk in the Church
near his house, without even making mention of an}- other Church,
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and tli.it we tlu'ii shall jointly, willioin Second River, pay tlic salary

to his K(\(i-(iKr, according- to the c.ill which, a,i,n-c-cai)ly 1m tin-

unanimous rcsolutiMU of the ( li-cat ( 'oiisistoi-y, was signed hy the act-

in,L;- C'«)nsist<>i-\ and wliicli shall also he cNccuIcd li\all our success-

ors. Doiu' in (ircat ( onsistory at .\c(|uai kaiionk, June 9, 1729."

I'd'oni the rccoi"ds of the Cdiuixdi we are able to eoiniule the

following; statistics of Dominie Coens' ])ast()ral \vorl<. DuidnL^ the

eig-ht years of his ministry here, he received into the .\c-(|nacl<a-

nonk Church 103 members on jirofession of their faith, and 51 by

certificate. 1 le baptized 222 children, and united 135 couples in

the bonds of marriage.

'I'he following rules for the government of the aliairs of the

Church, were adopted under his administration:

''First— A note book shall be kept in the Churcli, in which
shall be recorded every Sunday wdiat is collected tor the poor.

Second— Every^ year's account shall be adjusted between the old

and new treasurer, in the presence of the full Consistory. Third
— No deacon shall be allowed to borrow any money out of the

poor chest on interest, without the approval of the whole Consist-

ory. J^ourth — All the money that shall be exchanged out of

the poor chest, must be paid out at the rate of eight shillings to

the ounce. Fifth — Parents who shall henceforth bring their

children here to be baptized, shall first stand pledged for the

baptizing to the Voorlezer, to give the names ot the parents, of

the child, and the day of birth, and that each anil all shall have

to pay to the Voorlezcr therefor six pence, or more if they

please. Sixth— The males who have hitherto occupied the

places of their 'fathers in the Chureh, and who still occupy the

same, without they have paid something for the transfer or con-

veyance thereof, and shall remain in possession, each and every

one shall pay to the Church as a return therefor, six shillings.

And the females who have hitherto occupied the places of

their mothers in the Church, and who still occup)' the same, un-

less they have paid something for the transfer or conveyance
thereof, and shall remain in possession, each and every one shall

pay to the Church, as a return therefor, four shillings. This rule

is adopted for the following reasons: i. In order that the

Consistory may protect those who have herein bound themselves,

after mature deliberation, to acknowledge that they should owe a

reasonable, just, and proper allegiance to the Church. 2. That

the faithful and well-meaning, who have always done so, as is

here now determined and concluded h)r the future, shall not have

reason to be discontented. 3. In order that there ma}- be not
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only a ii;-oo(l precejit, but also a good cxaniplr and mcourage-
nient for imitation.

This (lone and voted at this time, lune 21, I 73 I,

Me Pres., H. Cokns.
''

It will thus he observed that as early as 1731, an assessment

was laid, not upon the pews, for there were none at that time.'

but upon the l)enehes that afforded the only comfort and eon"

venience of the worshipers. The males were to ])av the annual

tax of six shilling's before they could occupy the sittings \-acated

either l)y the death or removal of their fathers, and the females

\\'ere to pay four shillings for the ]iossession of the sittings once

occupied by their mothers.

Our Church reconls contain the following notice of the death

of Dominie Coens. and the place of his l)urial: ''TheMaster, Hen-

ricus Coens, late ortlained jireacher and minister in the Agh(piech-

nonk Church, tell asleep in the I^ortl the fourteenth day of PY-bru-

ary, in the year 1735, and was buried here in our Church." It

was a custom in those days, when a pastor died, to inter his re-

mains under or in front of the pulpit in whicli he had jjreached.

And hence there is reason to believe that the tlust of this faithful,

zealous and successful minister of the Lord jesus. has reposed for

one hundred and sixty-tive }ears under the consecrated house when;

so many generations have worshiped (lod.

The Re\'. Johannks \'an Dku'.sskn.

The Church remained vacant for about seven months. ( )n the

tenth of September, 1735, a call was duly executed and placed in the

hantls of the Rew Johannes \a.\\ Driessen. fie was the son of Dom-

inie Petrus \aw Driessen. preacher at Albanv. 1712 - 1738, mission-

ary to the IMohawk Indians in 1722, and founder of the Church at

Kintlerhook. Johannes was l)orn in Holland in 1697, and came to

this eountr_\- under the patronage of the Patroon \'an Rensselaer.

He was in manv respects a remarkable man. whose intlivitlualitv was

|)erhaps as strongly markeil as an\- man of his da v. and who in some

imi)ortant particulars was a representative man. emboching in him-

self that yearning for independence that was already making itself

felt in ecclesiastical as well as in political circles in this country.

It is necessarv in this connection to refer brii'lh' to the Ccetus

antl Conferentie difficult\" that broke out at about this time, and

which continued for from tifteen to twentv vears to disturb and
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ag'itatf the w l.olc (1ini-(li. The Ccetus ])arty was the jirogrcssive

party ot the ihiy. 'VUw (Utennined to be iiulependent of the

Churchill lL»ll;iiul, cleclarin;Li it to he absolutely necessary that the

Church in this country should ha\e the power to ordain her own

niinistei s and transact her own business. The older, and less Amer-

ican party, could not bear tlie thought of cutting loose from the

mother Church, and called it schism. They formed themselves into

a body and were called the Conferentie.

It was just as these conflicfting parties w^ere entering upon the

unchristian strife that for so long a time threatened the very exist-

ence of the Church in this country, that Johannes Van Dries.ssen,

April 13, 1727, was licensed and ordained by a congregational coun-

cil ofeleven ministers, convened at Yale College, New Haven, Conn.,

and was authorized to preach in the Manor of Livingston and Rens-

selaer. He was the first Dutch preacher in America who had not

been regularly licensed and ordained by Classis in Holland. This

irregularity was not countenanced by the great body of the American

Church, and hence, during his whole ministry. Dominie Van Dries-

sen was looked upon by most of his associates w ith a jealous eye.

At the time that he entered upon his ministry in this Church, he was

in serious trouble with several of the prominent ministers of the

Church. And hence, in his voluminous entries in the first volume of

our Church records, he gives us various testimonials in vindication

of his personal and ministerial character, from prominent men in this

country and in Holland, and from the Churches of Kinderhook and

New Paltz, which he had ser\ed.

It appears from the call that only the Consistory of Acquacka-

nonk engaged him to come here and preach. In making entry, how-

ever, in our Church records of his preaching the sermon of dedica-

tion and ordaining the Consistory in the new church edifice con-

secrated in the Pompton district, on April 6, 1736, for the accommo-

dation of Ponds, Pompton, Pompton Plains and the adjacent country,

he styles himselfpastor at Acquackanonk, and pastor 'extraordinary'

at Pomi)ton. He remained in charge until 174S; and during his

ministry he received into the Church ofAccjuackanonk 94 members,

10 by certificate, his wife, Margareth Oothond, being one of them.

His marriage license bears date October 22, 1736. Judged by the

standard of additions to the Church, his ministry would not seem to

have been so successful as that of his two predecessors, but it must be

remembered that his field was by no means as extensive as theirs. He
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records in our Church book 52 baptisms and 156 marriages. This

phenomenal discrepancy is due to the fact that in our records he only-

records the baptisms of children of members of this Church, and not

those of Pompton, while the marriages are of persons from all parts

of his charge.

Dominie Van Driessen left here in the spring ot 1748. The pre-

cise reason for giving up his call we cannot state, but it was proba-

bly owing to the growing hostility to him by many of the regularly

ordained ministers of the Church. Where or when he died, we can-

not say. His wife died, and was buried here in our burial place,

the Church bearing the expenses of the funeral, as we find by the

following entries in the Deacons' Book, and the receipts which have

been preserved: "Anno Dom., June first, 1751. Paid toJohnSty-

mets, for the burial of Dominie Van Driessen' s wife, filteen shillings.

Paid to Casparus Zabriskie for sugar and rum and butter for the

funeral obsequies of Dominie \'an Driessen' s wife, £2. 15s. 4d.

Paid to Wessel Wesselse for the baking, eight shillings. Paid to

Johannes \'an Winkle for a barrel of beer, for the obsequies ofDom-
inie \'an Driessen" s wife, ten shillings." Such items as these, charged

in a bill of expenses for the burial of the pastor's wife, have a strange

sound to us, and yet there are manv now living who can recall the

custom, when journeys were difficult and friends came from a dis-

tance to attend funerals, to set out before the guests a bountiful re-

past; though for manv vears past, we are glad to know, rum and

sugar, butter and beer ha\'e not figured so conspicuously as in the

obsequies of Dominie \'an Driessen' s wife.

After the retirement of Dominie \'an Driessen, the pulpit re-

mained vacant for more than two years. Having to depend more

than usual on the Voorlezer, in the absence of a stated minister, the

Church was led at this time to compensate him lor his services; for

there is no mention of his receiving a salary until March 27, 1749,

when he was paid five shillings, eight pence, and again on April 2,

of the same year, eight shillings, four pence.

TfiE Rev. D.avid Marinus.

The people were by no means indifferent or inactive as to the

use of all proper means to secure for themselves a minister. The

attention of the Church became fixed upon David Marinus, a young

theological student, living in Pennsylvania. He was examined and

licensed to preach the Gospel by the Coetus of New York, on Sep-
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teniber 21, 1752. The- call to Doiniiiic- .Mariiuis by the (liurclKS of

Acquackanonk and I'oinpton, proviiks for liis iiiaiiitcnaiicc as fol-

lows:

•Wc proinisf your KcvcrLiKx- for voiir scr\ icts anionj^ us, a year-

ly salary of ti<^lity jxniiuls, 'Jersey monie. Mere is also promised

a jj^oocl cl\vellin<;, newly built in the time of Dominie Coens, stand-

inji^ near the Church, a little barn fc^r horses and cattle, a well, a gar-

den, and six acres of land. We will keep all this in repair. We will

take firewood to the Dominie's house. Pompton will find you free

provender for your horse every year, and s<)me of the Acquackanonk
Church will also bring you something for your horse, but will not be

obliged to do so as are the Pomptoneers. All this you will enjoy as

long as your Reverence continues to be our Pastor.'

This call was acceptetl as .soon as young Marinus received his

license at the hands i:)f the Coetus. He had doubtless preached here

as a theological student, from the time the call was made out until

he was empowered formally to accept it, as often as his circumstances

would permit. His ordination ttjijk place on the eighth of October,

1752, Dominies Curtenius and Goetschius conducting the services.

The following rules for the government of the Church were

adopted :

"I. Four times in a year the Consistory shall meet. The min-

ister may call a meeting, when necessary, at any time. He is to pre-

side at all meetings, and no action taken is valid, when he does not

preside. Only when he is sick, or on account of other lawful rea-

sons, the Consistory may be permitted to act without him.

"2. All accounts of moneys shall be given before the whole

Church on Ascension Day.

"3. Four persons are to be chosen in }>lace of the Elder.s, to

help collect the salar}' with the Deacons.

"4. The money for the poor shall not be put out on interest

without good security, and the consent of the Consistory.

"5. Six shillings shall be charged for male seats, and four

shillings for female seats, when they go over to son or daughter.

"6. To keep a sitting, inherited or otherwise, there must be

paid at least ten shillings a year salar}-; by an unmarried man 6

shillings, an unmarried woman 4 shillings. Whoever neglects to do

so, his seat belongs to the Church. The meaning of this article is

not to say, that those who have already promised more salary, will

pay only ten shillings, but it is to show that this is the lowest

amount for a seat. The payment must be made within a year and

six weeks, or the right is lost. Discretion shall be had with regard

to old persons who are poor.

''7. No one can have more than one place. Whoever buys a
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seat must i)ay twelve shillings if a male, and eight shillings if a

female. This must be paid within six weeks, or the right is lost.

"8. Those that have seats already, and have not paid for them,

must do so within six weeks or the right is lost.

'•9. Tho.se who remove from the Church, (jr join other Churches,

lose their right to seats.

'•10. For the use of the cloth for the tlead. three shillings shall

after this be paid.

•II. There shall Ijc preaching once (jn the Sabbath, and
catechising immediately after, as in Dominie Coens' days. This may
at any time be altered by the Great Consistory.

"

Untler these rules the Church appears to have had peace and

prosperit}. N(jthing worthy of special mention occurs, so far as the

records would indicate, until under date of Nov. 12, 1755, an appli-

cation f(jr the organization of a Church at Totowa was received. A
few worcN respecting a business transaction of Dominie Marinus will

throw considerable light upon this application. The Dominie seems

to have been a man of some means, and instead of occupying

the parsonage near the Church, he bought July 20, 1754, a tract of

land containing 100 acres, situate near the Falls at Paterson, for

which he paid 200 jjounds. He occupied this property for .six years,

and in 1760, exchanged his farm for that owned by Garret Van

Houten, of Sloterdam, and to this place he removed, and lived there

for several years. It was to the fact that Dominie Marinus resided at

Totowa that the organization of the Church there was doubtless due,

which was effected in about a year after he took possession of his

farm at Paterson. The location r)f the Church was also in all proba-

bilitv his work, as it was built almost within a stone's throw of his

dwelling.

After different plans had been considered, the following basis of

action was finally adopted:

"I. The Church of Totowa shall have the fourth part of the

service and pay the fourth part of the salary.

"2. 1 he privilege is hereby given to Dominie Marinus to ordain

a Consistory, antl immediately to hold there the fourth j)art of the

service.

"3. The Congregation empowers the Consistory Uj make out a

new call upon Dominie Marinus, in combination with the Consist-

ories of Totowa and Pompton.

To this call is ajjpcnded the signatures of the three Consistories,

and it seems to have been the last of tho.se important changes that
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iiKirkcil llic iniiiisliN nl l)(iiniiiic Miiriiiiis, while lie ti>nliiiuc(l in

llu'sr |iai1s. Iiiilc..'il, llir priiu i|>;il siutcss allciidiiii;' liis ininistrv,

sci'ins to lia\c Ixcii act, i iin|ili>li(il in the lirsl live or six \car.s allcr his

orihnatidii. I'tdiu 1753 to 1755, nineteen pei'sons were i"ecci\cil in-

to the Ac ipiackanonk C'hui"eh on prolession ol laith. Ilieii the

ree'ord ol e oininunieants ct'ast-s, leaxinn' us tiie leaflul ^ap ol ei^hteiii

Ncars. I lis tnai"ria,L;c record begins with the date o| his set t lenient,

and extends to the \car 17'^»7. After this, for what reason we can-

not sa\, he ceases to kee]) aii\ niarria.n"e record. l)iirinL;" the fixe

M'ai^s in which the i"ec oi'd was kept, he soleinni/.ed 1 1 1 niari"ia,L,a'S.

'I'he haptisiiiai record covers the whole <

<\' his iiiiiiistr\ and c( miprises

the names of (143 children. it was during' the administration of

Dominie .Marinus that the parsona^i^'e propert\ on I ,exiii,L;ton axiaiue,

reccnth sold, was purchased. I'lie dvvd hears dale .Ma\' S, 175^.

Idle considcM'ation mentioned is ^370, and con\c\aiice is made o(

fortv-four acres of land, more or less. This is onl\' aiiotlur of many

evidences that the Church continued steadily to ad\aiicc in all that

liertaincil to he r material prosperity.

Dominie .Marinus was a youny' man of uncommon aliilit\. His

examination for license and ordination was a s|iiiiidid success. In

1753 lie- puMished a letter of twenty-eight [la.u'es, in the Iinii poidcnl

Reflector, in which he reviewed the religious tendeiicic'S of certain

articles that had ai)pearecl in that })aper, which was then edited liy

the \'oung" William Livingston, who was afterwards New |erse\'s war

governor during the l\e\'olution. In 1755 he jmlilislu'd another

small pamphlet entitled, "A Remark on the Disputes and Conten-

tions in this Province."' This was written in opposition to King's

College, New ^'ork, and advocates a separate- college for the xoutli

of the Dutch Church. ISoth of these pamphlets are to he found in

the librar\- of the New |ersev Historical Society, and both iHspla}- no

ordinar\- al)ilit\ on the ])art of the writer. There is reason to fear,

however, that like so main- other brilliant \-oung men, he lacked that

stal)ilit\' of character so necessar\- to continued success. \'er_\' un-

fortunateh' for Dominic- Mai'inus, he lixeil in troublous times, when

the conflict between the Cietus and Confereiitie parties waged

fiercely. ]Man\- of those who jiarticipatecl in the struggle were so

seriously woutided that they never recovered from the shock. Dom-

inie David Marinus was one of these. In the midst of this conten-

tion, his growth in grace was seriously hindered, until at length his

Christian character was sadlv compromised. He left the .\c(piacka-
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nonk, Totowa ami I'oinptoii ("hurclics in 1773, and tliouL!,h the im-

mediate cause of his ixiudxal isimt deiiuiteh known, \ et (|uite

enougli is f()resha(h)wed in the minutes of (ienci'al Symxl, to lur-

nish a sufficient reason. These minutes, under (kite ol < ktober,

1779, present a long rcjjort to the ctitect that Dominie Marinus had

again on various occasions indulged in his lormer sin ol drunken-

ness, and other gross impro])rieties inconsistent with his holy office.

On the ground of these charges he was suspended, and a year later,

still persisting in his evil courses, he was formally deposed from the

ministr\'. Truh', a sad and dark close for a life bc'gun so hrilliantl}-

thirty years before. It is said that in these latter days the fallen

man, deeply and no doul)t j)ainfully conscious of his sins, would

sometimes e.xclaim at tlie close of an impassioned outljurst of his old

eloquence, "Do as I tell you, and not as I tlo. " When (jr where

he died we do not know.

The Rkv. Hknkicus Schoonmakek.

In the \ear 1774, Dominie Ilenricus Sehoonmaker received a

call from this Church. This call he was b}- no means predisposed

to accept, nor would he ever have accepted it, but for the fact that

the Dutch language had so far gone into disuse in botli of the con-

gregations with wliich he was connected, that prc'aching in k'nglish

was imperatively called for; and being unwilling to submit to the

awkwardness of attempting to minister in a language in which he

was little at home, he felt constrained, though greatly to the regret

of his congregation, to acce})t the call from the C'liurch of Acquack-

anonk. It took effect I\Iay tirst, 1774. After tlie retirement of

Dominie Marinus, the Churches of Totowa and Ponqiton witlulrew

from this Church, leaving the Consistory to secure for themselves the

undivided services of Dominie Henricus Sehoonmaker. Under date

of October 18, 1774, the Consistory and the Creat Consistor}- met,

and agreed to allow their "beloved pa.stor four free Sundays in the

year for his own use, in order to spend them somewhere else. " This

is the tirst instance found upon the records of this Church, ol a

regular provision for the vacation of the i)astor. It is worthy

of remark in this connection that Dominie Sehoonmaker was the

pastor of this congregation during the whole of the great Ameri-

can Revolution, and that, like most of the ministers of his da\, lie

esjjoused the cause of his country. This great comulsion in thi'

political world shook the ver}- fVtundations of society gave a loose
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rein to c-vcry iniiiionil inlliuiKe. and lin)U,ii:lit a fltx.il of wickedness,

impiety ami intcinpnanec- into the land. It is not to he forgotten

that a revolution in the (.'hinxh was in progress at the same time, the

effect of all whieh must ha\e been, to a ver\- great extent, detrimtn-

tal to the i)eaee anil prosperity of tlie Church, as well as to the

growth of i)ractical piety in the heart of the indiviilual Christian.

In such a state of things it rtnlounds not a little to the praise of

Dominie Schoonmaker. that the recorils of the Church set forth his

steadfast anil onward course, increasing all the while in the affec-

tions of the people. This Church continued in the enjo\ment of the

blessing of peace, and a good degree of prosjjerity attendeil the ad-

ministration of the means of grace.

The Rev. Dr. Meyer, pastor of the Churches of Totowa, Pomp-
ton Plains and Fairfield, having died October 27, 1791, the Totowa

Church, the year folle^wing, proposed to Acquackanonk to share the

benefits and exj)enses of Dominie Schoonmaker's preaching. The
matter being favorably regarded by the Acquackanonk Church and

its pastor, a meeting of the Consistories of the two Churches was

held at the house of Johannes Post. December 3. 1792. when it was

finally agreed that Totowa should have one-third of the services of

the minister; that his salary should be/'i2 5. New York current

money; that Acquackanonk should pa\- jCSz. and Totowa ^^43;

each paying semi-annually. It was also determined that the

minister should continue to occupy the same house, and that Ac-

quackanonk should pay two-thirds, and Totowa one-third of the ex-

pense of keeping the premises in repair. This arrangement con-

tinued in full force up to the time that Dominie Schoonmaker was

compelled to relinquish the joint charge of these Churches, in con-

sequence of failing health and increasing infirmity. It was also

at about this time in the history of the Church, that trustees were

elected and a legal incorporation was secured, under the general

laws of the state, passed in 1786. The original document is in our

possession in good preservation. As the paper is believed to be

an important one, especially in view of the fact that its record in

the clerk's office of the county of Essex was consumed by fire

many years ago, it is here transcribed, and is as follows;

"To all whom it may concern; We, Henry Garretsie, Hessel

Peterse, Paul Paulise, Philip ^ an Bussum, Richard Van Ripen,

Henry Kip and Jacob Van Winkle, being trustees, duly elected and
chosen bv the congresration r)f the Protestant Reformed Dutch
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C'liuixli at AcciuackaiiMiik, in the c<iunt\- of l'',sscx, ai,nxTal)l\ to the
act ol the lenishilinw in such case made- and ])r()vitie(l, do certifw

that we ha\e taken upon ourselves the coj-poi-ate name of the- 'I'rus-

tees of the Protestant Rerormeil Dutch Churcli at Ac(]uackanonk,
and reciuest the same may be recordetl accorcHnu^lw

In witness whereof we have hereunto put our han(L< and seals,

this twenty-third day of ^larcli. in the year of our Lord, one thou-
sand seven liuiidrrd and ninet\-tive.

"

1 hen lollow the si^nnat ures of the trustees, and an account

of their lei;-al inductit>n into oflice by taking- the following- oath :

••We, the aforesaid Trustees of the Protestant Reformed Dutch
<.'hurch at Ac(|uackanonk, do solemnly swear that we will bear true

hiitli and alle,L;-iance to the government estal)lished in this state,

under the authorit}' of the peojile. and we do further swear that we
will execute the trust reposed in us dui-in,n' our continuance in office,

with tidelit\-, and to tlie best of our uiulerstantlinL,^s: so help us

God.
Sworn before me this twenty-third day of I\Iarch, I7i;>.

CoRXFI.nS \'KFKr.AXl), |. ol'P."

I nder date ol A])ril 28, 1800. a jietition was ])resenteil from

Preakness. asking f >r a share of Dominie Sclioonmaker's services.

The subject was laid ox'er until .May igth. when the Consistories

ot Accjuackanonk andl'otowa resoh'ed that the Preakness ]ieo]ile

should remain under the supervision of the Totowa Consistory,

and shouhl raise as much money as possible, and that they

should ha\-e the dominie's "Free Sunda}-s. and so many of the

other Sundays as the money raised would come to, but that no

preaching service shcnild be done there whenever the Cod's ser-

vice of our jireacher was done in the Cdiurch of Totowa."

Dominie Schoonmaker was very careful in keeping all the

records of the Church, and ihe baptismal and marriage records

are perfect during his long administration. It is cjuite touching

towards the close of his ministry, to notice the trembling of that

venerable hand in recording his ministerial acts. During the

forty-three years of his ministry as the pastor of this Church, from

]\Iay I. 1774. to October 12, 1816, he solemnized 8y6 mar-

riages. His baptisms number 2.300. He received into the

membership of the Accjuackanonk and Totowa Churches, 236

persons on confession of faith, and 42 by certiticate from other

Churches. When he ascended the pulpit he always knelt, hold-

ing his hat before his eyes, and prayed silently before beginning
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the services. ( )ik' oI his hands was di'lornu'd, and hi' always

woix- upon it a hhick luittrn, wra|)|n.'d in a i'cmI handker-

chict. Mr was unrmiitliiiL;- in his pastoral W()rk, and as the

territory he had to traverse was \erv e.\tensi\'e, and thi' innnher

ol the siek to \isit and ol I)uiials was jnoportionahly larj^e, it

is a matter of j^reat surprise, that he was enabled to endure

so lonj^- and aeeoinplish so nnieh. 11 is achaneed at^e, howe\er,

at last unfitted him tor the active duties of the ministr\', and he

tinally retired iVom the ]iast()rate of the Church, in accordance

with the toUowini;- minute, which rellects eipial credit u])on the

Consistory ami the minister:

"Conditions at^reed upon between the Rev. Henry ."^^choon-

niaker and the Consistor\- of tlie Protestant Reformeil Dutch
Church at Acquackanonk, the thirteenth of fehruarw i S i 6.

The Rev. Henry Schoonmaker, on his part, agrees to resi^-n,

in consequence of age and intirmity. his charj^e as |)astor of the

congre.g'ation, on the following;- conditions. \\y..: i. That lie be
permitted to reside in the parsonage house, where lie now lives,

until the first day of May ensuing, and be provided till that time
with necessary tirewood. 2. That the Consistory and their suc-

cessors in office pay liim after the first of May ensuing, and dur-

ing his natural life, yearly, the sum of two hundred and five dol-

lars in half yearly payments. 3. That he ha\e the exclusix-e

privilege of performing the rite of marriage to persons in the

congregation, till the first of May ensuing.

The Consistory, on their part, affectionately remembering the

faithful services of their aged and infirm minister, and sympathiz-
ing with him in his afflictions, agree faithfully to comply with
the above conditions, and bind themselves and their successors in

office to perform the same."'

This agreement is duly signed by the minister and his Con-

sistory, and is attested i)y the Re\-. Jacob Schoonmaker, V. D.

M., at Jamaica and Newtown, L. I.

In the summer of 18 16, shortly after the resignation of his

charge, he removed to Jamaica to resitle with his son, the Rev.

Jacob Schoonmaker, jiastor of the Protestant Reformed Dutch

Church in that place. Here, in great peace, he ]iassed the re-

mainder of his days: and here too, in the blessed hojie of a glor-

ious immortal life, he terminated his earthly career in the eighty-

first year of his age, on the nineteenth of January, 1820. His

body was brought for burial to the belovetl people of his charge

at tins place, and deposited in the vault near the Church in which
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he had so h)n,i;- ministered. Here ends tlie history ot the Duteh

era.

'I'lu-: Rev. Peter D. Fkoei.kih.

L'nder date of ( )etober 9, 1S16, a eall was thily e.xecuted

upon the ]\ev. Peter Ditmarse Froelit^h. lie was the ehlest son

ot Dr. .^oh)nion Froelig;h, was grachiated from C'ohimhia C'oUc^ge

in the year 1799, stiuhed theology under the threetion of his

fatlier, who was at tliat time pastor of the Reformecl Dutch

Churclies of Ilackensack and Schraalenlnirgli, and I'lofessor of

Theoh^gy, having received his appointment to this office from the

General Synod in 1792. Peter D. Froeligh was licensed by the

Classis of J'aramus on the seventh of October, 1801. He was
pastor of the Churches of Pittstown and Sincock, in the Classis of

Rensselaer, from 1803 until 1807, of the Churches of New Paltz

and New Hurley from 1807 until 18 16, when he accejited the call

to this Church. The service recjuired from liim here was that he

should preach twice every Lords Day for six months in the year,

in the Dutch or English language as the Consistory might direct,

and during the remaining si.v months one sermon only on each

Lord's Day would suffice. He was promised the sum of S650,

together with the interest of $750, a legacy left by Hessel

Peterse, as also the use of the parsonage and forty-four acres of

land, and the privilege of cutting all the fire wood he needed

upon the parsonage property, and was to have four .^abbaths in

each year at his own disposal. The Church reccjrds declare that

"The pastor-elect was solemnly, and according to Church order,

installed as pastor of this congregation by his father, the Rev.

Dr. Solomon Froeligh, who preached the sermon from i Thess.

5: 12, 13. Ihe inaugural discourse of Dominie Froeligh was
from Acts 26: 22. These services were rendered .March 9th. 1817.

It is very evident from the records of the Church that soon

after the settlement of Dominie Froeligh, ^•ery im.portant differ-

ences were discoveretl to exist between the pastor and his Con-

sistory, touching matters of doctrine and Church order. One of

the principal questions in dispute was in relation to the baptism of

infants. I'he minister contended that the parents must be com-

municants in order to have the right to present their ofTspring for

baptism. The Consistory, the'Tjreat Ccjnsistory. and a majority

of the male members of the Church, insisted that parents of good
moral character and repute, who had themselves been baptized,
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and lliu.s hroui^ht witliin tlic line of tlu- cownant, were entitled to

the privilege of consecrating- tlieir children to ( iod in liaptisni.

The Consistory demanded that the ordinances of (jod's house

shouhl be lulministeretl upon the same basis as that recognized l)y

Dominie Schoonmaker ami the former |)astors of the Church.

From this decision the pastor ajjpealed to the Classis. The
Classis sustainetl the Churcli and set aside the appeal. This,

however, ilid not settle the difliculty. Agitation continued, and

the ])eace of the Church was very seriously disturl)ed. There is

no doul)t, that the troubles through which this Church was passing

grew out of. and were indeed the natural product of a secession

from the (leneral Synod, which was consummated under the

leadership of Dr. Solomon Froeligh. on the twenty-second of

October, 1822. *

The result of the disagreement between pastor and people

was tliat Dominie Froeligh tendereil his resignation to the Consist-

ory on April 25, 1825, and on the following day Classis granted

the application of the Church for a dissolution of the pastoral

connection, leaving untouched, however, ]Mr. Froeligh's relations

and responsibilities to the Classis. Mr. Froeligh continued to

reside at Acquackanonk, and immediately upon his leaving the

pastorate of this Church, he began to put forth every eiTort to

gather and organize another Church within the bounds of this

congregation. We can readily perceive that this line of action on

his part, could not fail to continue and intensify the discord and agi-

tation in the old Church. Under date of September 4, 1825, the

Consistory presented a memorial to Classis. in which they brought

four distinct and specific charges against the Rev. P. D. Froeligh.

He was cited to appear before Classis at their adjourned session,

to be held at Acquackanonk the fifth of October ne.xt, to answer

to the charges and specifications in the memorial. But 'Sir. Froe-

ligh did not appear in person or by representative at the time spec-

ified. The Classis then proceeded to try the accused exparte, on

the charge of public schism and its specifications. A number of

witnesses were called, who in the testimony recorded, fully sub-

stantiated the charge. "After prayerful consideration and mature

deliberation, the Classis unanimously decided that the charge of

public schism brought by the Consistory of Acquackanonk

against the Rev. R D. Froeligh, a member of this Classis, is

*See Historical Discourse, p. 51.
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al)un(l;mtly sii])pi)rtr(l l)y tlie testimony adduced." Wheix-upon

he w as suspended liy C'lassis from liis ministerial oflice. 'I'hus

ends the reUition of Mr. PVoeH^i^h to this Church not only, but

also to the C'lassis and the denomination.

Mr. i^'roeligh is said to have been "an attractive preacher,

his sermons always being- interesting, and delivered with great

force and distinctness. He was a man of medium height, pleas-

ant countenance, and great suavity of manners. \\'hile the pas-

tor of the True Reformed Dutch Church of Acquackanonk, he was
suspected in a certain matter about a will, and terminated his own
life on the nineteenth of February, 1828.'"

During the nine years that he was pastor of our Church he

received into meinbiM-ship 105 upon confession of faith, and

16 upon certificate. He baptized 345 children and solemnized 130

marriages. During his administration Jacob Bogert served the

Church in the cajnicity of clerk, receiving- for his services $30 per

year.

! The Rev. I^njamin C. Taylor, S. T. D.

The pastoral relation lietween Rev. Mr. Froeligh and this

Church being dissohed, the Consistory, for reasons that we can

readily understand and fully ap])re-

ciate, were exceedingly anxious that

their pulpit should be at once and

regularly supplied. The Rev. Ben-

jamin C. Taylor, who was jirovi-

dentially present at the meeting- of

C'lassis when the above action was

taken, was prevailed upon to re-

main over and preach for them the

following Sabbath. 'I'his service

being verv acceptaV)le to the Churcli,

it was determined to secure him, if

possible, as i\Ir. Froeligh 's succes-

sor. ()\ertures were accordingly
Thk Rev. Bent. C. Tavlok, S. T. D.

1 4. 1
•

i
• u r i 1J made to him, which were favorably

received. This call bears date Aug. 29. 1825, and Avas approved

by C'lassis, Sei)tcmber 6, 1S25. The Ke\-. W'ilhelmus Fltinge was

appointed a committee to install him as the pastor of the Church,

the last Sabbath in September, 1825. Mr. Taylor was guar-

anteed as compensation for his services, $425, in half yearly
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l);i\ iiiLMits, llio use of till' iiarsonat^L- and land, and tlic other pcr-

(|uisit(.'s usually <^i\en in this coni^rc.y^ation. Soon after, $25 was
achieil to his yearly salary, in lieu of the interest on the Hessel

IVterse lej^ae}", which was to Ik- paid l<> the pastMi- of ihe C'hureh,

and ol which no mention had heen made in his call.

(hi .March 10, 1828, the (jreat Consistory and con^-res^ation

met in the church for the purpose oftakiiii;' into consideration the

suhject of huildinsj;- a new place of worship, or repairing the old

one. This matter had heen previously discussed and determined

in a joint meeting;- of the Consistory and the lioai'd of Trustees,

and the meetinij^ of the congrc*^ation was called to approve or set

aside the action then taken. It was resolved at the meeting that:

"I. We are in favor of building a new jilace of worshi]).

"2. We are in favor of building of brick.

"3. We are in favor of building the present year.

"4. ^^ e are in favor of building the new Church on the lot

of William ."spears.

"5. Unanimously, that the trustees be authorized to furnish

materials for the building of said church, and to sell the jjcws of

the same for defraying the expense of building.

"6. Unanimously, to sink the old pews.
"7. That the trustees constitute the Building Committee.
"8. That the trustees j)rocure a plan or plans of a Church

building, and suVunit the same to the congregation.

"y. That the action now taken be recorded in the Book
of the trustees and also in the Book of Consistory.

*

Another severe disappointment and trial was in store for the

Church, just at this important juncture other affairs. Before any-

thing had been done to carrv into effect the action so harmon-

iously taken for building the new place of worship, the Rev. Mr.

Taylor received a call from the Reformed Dutcli Church of Bergen.

Strenuous efforts were made l)y this ]ieople to retain him. The

Consistory declared by resolution, "their full satisfaction with the

j)ast services of their })astor, and returned him their thaidcs for his

unremitting industry and perseverance in his calling. " The con-

gregation cordially responded to the wish of the Consistory, and

offered to adtl one hundred dollars to his salary. But all was

without avail. I'he Consistory convened June 19, 1828. A joint

request for the dissolution of the ])astoral relation was agreed

upon. The Classis met June 27, 1828, and dissolved the rela-
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tion. The Rev. yiv. Taylor was pastor of tliis (.'hureh for three

years, and received into the Church u])oii confession of their faith

in Christ, 37; upon certificate, 3. lie baptized while here 82

children, antl solemnized ^o marriages.

As soon as the Church IkuI been declared vacant b\- the

Classis, the Consistory began to cast about for a svutable min-

ister. Several candidates were heard. At leni^th. bv a vote of

the congregation, the choice fell upon the Rev. .Stephen L. Mee-

ker, who ^\ as at that time pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church

ofHuskirk, L. I. .\ call was duly made out Xoveml)er 9, 1S28,

approved by Classis, and placed in the hands of Mr. Meeker.

But after giA'ing; the matter grave consideration, he was constrained

to decline it. ( )thers were now in\ited to come anil |)reach, and

among them the Rev. Christian Zabriskie Paulison, to whom the

congregation determined to extend a call. Mr. Paulison was born

near Hackensack in the year 1805. He was graduated from the

College of New Jersey in 1822. and from the Theological Seminary

at New Brunswick, in 1826; was licensed by the Classis of

New Brunswick, and accepted a call from ]\Iarl)letown, N. V.,

the same year. The call to Mr. Paulison from the Church of Ac-

quackanonk bears date March 18, 1829, stipulates that he would

be recpiired to preach once on each Sabl)ath from the middle of

October to the middle of April, and twice during the remainder of

the year; that he should annually visit his congregation, "and

since we are peculiarly situatetl," the call gcK^s on to say, "as to

the subjects of Infant Baptism, it is expected upon your acceptance

of this call, that you shall not, at present, limit Infant Baptism to

infants of meml)crs in full communion, according to our mutual

understanding of said subject." The compensation mentioned is

$505, and in addition, $45, being the interest on Hessel Peterse s

legacy. The call having been accepted, the installatian services

were performed on the third Sabbath in June. The Rev. Jacob T.

Field delivered a discourse from 2 Cor. 6.1. addressing the

pastor-elect and the congregation, after which the Rev. Mr. Pau-

lison preached his inaugural sermon from i Cor. 2:2.

Immediately upon his settlement, the Board of Trustees re-

solved, "to call another meeting of the congregation to take into

consideration the utility and expediency of building a new church

for worship, and on fi.xing and agreeing upon a site where to place

it. At this meeting the previous action was reaflirmed in all
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jioints, i'\(.-c])l as lo N )rat ioii. It was icsoUcd to Imild iipoii tlu'

old siti'. A plan was siihniittcd and a(l(i|)lcd, and tlir tnistrcs

WCMO dimti'd 1(1 |ii(ic(.H'd at oiu'e' with tin- work. Tlir cliiiicli

was liiiislu'd till- lirst il^y of I )ciTnil)c'r, i.Siy, and c'osl ^7,148.

The |H'W.s were ol'lrrt-d at pulilic sale 011 i\Ionda\, tlie sc\eiitli (hiv

THK KKKORMKI) CHl^RCH OF ACQUACK ANONK. I 829.

of December, 1829. Strange to say, there is not a word in tlie

recortls of Consistory as to the date when the chureli was decH-

catcd, or the services rendered upon that imi)ortant occasion.

Perhaps we have the cxphmation of this unusual omission in the

fact that there was already manifested a feeling of dissatisfaction

and restlessness on the part of the minister. The records of the

Church as kept by the Rev. Mr. Taulison at the time of which we
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arc writiiit^, arc remarkable for their brevity. \'er\- little seems to

ha\e been clone, at least so far as the niimites would indicate, be-

yond the action taken u]ion cases of discipline, which were of

nielanchol}- h-e()uency, ^n'owini^ out of the disturbed condition of

the Church. The following letter, addressed by Mr. Paulison to

his Consistory, sets forth so clearly the state of thin^-s in the

Church in the winter of 1 CS30, as to render further comment un-

necessar}^:

"I will inform you, in this open manner, that it is m\- in-

tention to secede from the Dutch Church. My reasons for this

step 1 expect to make known at some future day. Whatever
steji you take, therefore, on the subject of Infant Bajitism \()u

may take, leaviiii^ my stay among- you out of the cpiestion. I

would inform 30U that I am willing^ to preach for you on the

next .Sabbath if you wish it. I will receive it as a favor, if \'ou

will let me know this evening, -whether you wish my services on
the Sabbath or not. Vours respectfully,

C. Z. Pailisox.
"

Upon the reccij-tt of this letter the Consistorv recpiested the

Classis to convene, either to effect a reconciliation ^\'ith the Rev.

Mr. I'aulison, or to diss(jlvethe pastoral connection between them.

The Classis met in the Church, December 7, 1830, and after the

object of the meeting had been stated by the president, a commit-

tee was appointed, consisting oftheRev. W. I'.ltinge, the Rev. Jacob

T. Field, and the elder John \'an Blarcom, to have an interview

with the Rev. Mr. Paulison and the Consistory, relati\'e to the

difficulties on his mind respecting his continuance in the connec-

tion of our C"hurch, and to effect a compromise with him and the

Consistory. Upon which, Mr. Paulison being ]iresent, stated that

he declined meeting with said committee. It was then resolved

that the pastor and Consistory come together, and take the requi-

site ste]) for a dissolution of the connection. Mr. Paulison ile-

clined meeting with the Consistory for that pur])ose. It a])])ear-

ing before Classis that the Consistor\- of the Acipiackanonk

Church recpiestetl the ])astoral relation to be dissohed. and Mr.

Paulison saving he was not opposed to it, the recpiest ol the

Church was granted. Being asked whether, agreeably to the de-

termination which he had expressed of seceding from the Church,

he wished to ask a disndssion from the Classis. Mr. Paulison re-

l)lied in substance that he had withdrawn, and that he would not
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reco<;"niz(.' tlu' aulhoril \' ol ( 'lassis li\' asking' a dismission. lie lic-

i^an a course oliX' 111 aik, in jiistilicatioii of his action, in w Inch he i"c-

llccU'd so sc\'ci"cl\' upon the Chassis, that he was caUed to order l)y

the presidi'id. When tliis took phice, Mr. I'aulison ste|)pcd into the

niichhe aisK', and extenihn^- his hands, \]r hade hirewell to tlie beau-

tilul sanctuai\' wliich \\v had heen instianiiental in erecting-, and

walked out of the church. Whereupon it was •'Kcsohcd, that-

the l\e\'. Christian /. Pauhson, he and is lierehv sus])ende(h un-

til the next ordinary nua'tini;' ol'C'lassis, from his ministerial office,

on the <4'round of schism." .\t the next nieetini;- of the ('lassis,

the hillowiiii^- action was takiMi: "Whereas, the l\e\'. .Mi", i'aulison

was suspended Irom the ministry at an extra session ol Chassis

until its ordinary meeting in .\pril, and whereas he has disre-

i^arded a re^'ular citation and otlur means used for his recovery to

the Church, therefore. Resolved, that he be and hereby is sus-

l)ended indefinitely." Thus, after a ]Kistoral connection with this

Church of seventeen months' duration, Mr. I'aulison seceded from

our Church in order to l)ecome a minister of the True Reformed

Dutch Church, from which he was suspended before the first year

of his connection with it had terminated. Mr. Paulison was

a minister of acknowledged ability, an interesting", instructive

and jiopular ]')reacher. But he lived in troublous times and made
some very sad mistakes. While the pastor of this Churcli, he

received 2 upon confession of faith, baptized 38 children, and

solemnized 26 marriayes.

The Rev. William R. Boc.vkdus.

It would not have been strang'c if the abrupt termination of

the Rev. ^Ir. I'aulison's ministry, after only seventeen months'

continuance, had well nigh discouraged the Consistory. But such

does not appear to have been the case. Very soon after the

Church became vacant an invitation was extended to the Rev.

William R. Bogardus, of New Paltz and New Hurley, to occupy

this puljiit with a view to his ultimately becoming the pastor.

This invitation was accepted, but his visit to Accjuackanonk was

necessarily deferred until the first Sabbath in April, in consequence

of the difliculties attending travel in those days. That the trial

service rendered by the Rev. Mr. Bogardus upon that occasion

was entirely satisfactory, is made perfectly manifest by the fact

that at a meeting of the Consistory, the Board of Trustees and the
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cuiiu-reo-ation, on April 25, 1831, a unaiiiiiious call was voUnI to he

.Uivcn to him to hccoine the pastor of the Church. The call was
dill)' executed. ht'arin<;- d;ite iVIay iS, 1S31. The compensation
promised was ,$600, including- the interest on the Hessel I'eterse

le,<^ae)', the use of tlie i)arsonai;;^e and forty-lour acres of laud, thirty

loads of tire wood and three Sabbaths vacation. The Consistory

also agreed to jiay the expenses of remoN'ing the pastor's family to

this place. The call was approved by the Classis May 24, 1.S31.

The Rev. I\Ir. Bo<?ardus was installed pa.stor of the Church on

W'ednesda}', June 22, 1831; the Rew |. Wynkoop preached the ser-

mon, the Rev.
J.

T. Field addressed the pastor, and the Rev. W.
1^1 tinge addressed the eongreg-ation.

William R. Hogardus was born February 24, lySg, in the

town of Fishkill, N. V. At an

early age he professed his faith

in the I-ord jesus, and began to

prepare for the Gospel ministry.

He was graduated at Union Col-

lege in 1 814. f laving com-

pleted a full course in the Theo-

logical Seminary at New Bruns-

wick. under Dr. Livingston, he

was licensed to preach the Gos-

pel in 181 7. Very soon after

his licensure he became pastor

of the Churches of New Paltz

and New Hurley. Subsequently

The Rev. wu.i.iam r. Hogardus. his charge was limited to New

Paltz, a field large enough for the most competent and assiduous

minister. The time of his coming to Actiuackanonk could not have

been more propitious. The influence of the secession had sadly

disturbed and very greatly injured the Church. And hence he

found this a si)here of labor that demanded the most jiatient and

unremitting attention and solicitude, some ju'culiar circumstances

arising out of the former condition of the Church requiring especial

care and prudence. In his endeavors to ]>romote harmony and

]K'ace, he succeeded in a most liap))y degree, being enabled by the

help of (jod to restore to the Church both concord and prosperity.

His ministry was greatly blessed. Rich in its exhibition of the

"•reat evangelical doctrines and consistentlv earnest in the inculca-
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tion of i)r;io(ii.";il duties, it \\;)s tlii' iiicaiis ni' (.'Icvatini;' the (one dI

teclin^', iiiid nixiiio- scTipt ural (lirectii>ii to the- nml'us of lliosc to

whom hi.' iiiiiiistri'ed. lie was an cxixTiiiK'ntal preachiT because

he was an experimental Chi-istian. 1 1 is fKU'lilN in the diseliarLce

of the icsponsihje (hitiesof his ollice, soon piodnicd sue h results in

the Church and eon^re^-ation, as niii^^-ht naturallv ha\'e been cx-

pecteel. At his lirst eommunion season there were reeeiwd u])iin

C(~>iit"essioii ol" faith in CluMst, i^i, and dui'in.n' the lii\st \-ear of his

ministrw 3S. lie did mueli bv his judicions mana^ciuent ol the

allairs ol' theC'huixh, to restore conlidenee and win back to tlic-

fold many who had stra)'ed awav. 'Idle people thanked the Lord

anil took eoin-aL^e. ( )n No\'eniber 4, 1834, the Consistory, in re-

sponse to the wish of the coug;reg'ation, rese)l\ed to add $100 to the

annual salar\- of the minister.

The duties of the Rev. Mr. Bogardus were (»f an arduous char-

acter. The congregation was large and the territor\- embraced b}^

it was ((uite extensive. And yet, liis ministerial life flowed on

like the course of the beautiful river with which he was so

familiar, calm and peaceful, free from unhealthy excitement or

startling incident. At length, however, after twenty-five years of

almost unceasing toil, ' 'he was admonished by the strokes of disease

that he must forbear the full duties of the charge so long under his

care." On the third day of January, 1856, he informed the Ccjn-

sistory that, considering his age and declining strength, together

with the many and pressing duties arising from the claims of this

large congregation, he considered it important that they should

have the services of a vounger man, and that he felt it to be his

duty under the circumstances to tender his resignation. He re-

quested the Consistory to unite with him iii asking the Cdassis to

dissolve the pastoral relation, to take effect the first of May next.

After consultation, the Consistory resolved to accede to their min-

ister's request, and conlially expressed the wish that in case they

should not fix upon a man to till the station nnmediately after the

first of Ma_\-, their pastor would preach for and ad\'ise with them

for a season, that they might not be left without any public ser-

vice. The joint application was presented to the Classis at the

spring session, and the retpiest for the dissolution of the pastoral

relation was granted. The aged pastor continued to reside for a

time within the bounds of the congregation with which he had

been so long and so pleasantl}- identified. There were several
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reasons, however, tluit led him to dcteniiiiie that it would he wise

to remov^e to Paterson, and wliile liN'iiii^ there lie enjoyed the priv-

ileg-e of very frequent communication with a hirge number of his

old ])arishioners. His household was at leng-th broken up by the

death of his devoted wife, soon after which he removed io Kinder-

hook, N. Y. , and found a home in the family of his son-in-law,

the Rev. J. Romeyn Berry. He lived there less than a year, and

fell asleep in Jesus on the ninth day of February, 1862. Agreeably

to his request, after some brief exercises at Kinderhook, his re-

mains were removed for interment at Acquackanonk, by the side

of his beloved wife. The funeral exercises in this church called

forth a large concourse of former parishioners and neighbors, who
engaged in the services with the deepest interest. During the

twenty-iive years that the Rev. Mr. Bogardus was pastor of this

Church, he received upon their confession of faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ, 238 persons, and 60 upon certificate from other

Churches. He baptized 578 children, and solemnized 314 niar-

riages.

Thp: I^kv.
J.

Paschal Strong.

In the autumn of 1856 a call was made out and sent to the

Rev.
J.

Paschal Strong, * who was at that time the pastor of the

Third Reformed Dutch Church of Jersey City. Mr. Strong was

graduated from Rutgers College in 1845, '^''"^^ from the Theological

Seminary at New Brunswick in 1850. He was licensed u]M)n

his graduation by the Classis of Long Island, and in the same

year was installed pastor of the Reformed Church of East New
York, where he remained for four years. In 1854 he received

and accepted a call from the Third Church in Jersey City, and

after a pastorate of two years, the health of his family demand-

ing a change, he accepted a call from this Church. His com-

pensation was to be $1,000, in half-yearly ])ayments, together

with the use of the parsonage and lands. He was installed in

this pastorate on the twenty-first day of December. The Rev. Dr.

Thomas M. Strong preached on the occasion, the Rev. William

R. Bogardus addressed the pastor, and the Rev. W. T. \'an Doren

addressed the people.

Not long after the settlement of the Rev. Mr. Strong, it became

manifest that the church was too strait to meet the wants of a num-

erous and increasing congregation. The question began to be

* See portrait of Mr. .Strong, in the History of the North Church, Passaic .
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ag-itated, sliall wc pull down ami hLiikl j^rcatLM". or shall \vc enlarge

the place of our tent ? A meeting of the congregation was heUl

February 2, 1858. It was lieterniined after much discussion to

enlarge the church, and that after the enlargement, the owners of

pews should occu])v the same location in thechurcli as they did be-

fore. Thirty-six pews were to be added on the ground floor, and an

assessment of $10 was to be laid upon each pew owner. A sub-

scription was also to be circulated to meet the cost of the enlarge-

ment. Before the autumn season began, the extension of sixteen

feet to the original building was completed, at a cost of about

$3,800. The many perplexing questions which are so apt to arise

out of the necessit}^ of enlarging or reconstructing a place of

worship, were met in this instance in the spirit of Christian can-

dor, and consequently upon the reoccupying of the church, all the

additional pews were soon taken, and unanimity and prosperity

continued to prevail. The wants of the congregation, however,

were not yet fully met. The galleries of the church did not afford

suitable accommodations for the increasing Sabbath school, and

no place was provided for devotional and consistorial meetings.

The erection of a lecture room came to be regarded as a necessity.

It was built in i860, and was subsequently enlarged by a sutifi-

cient addition, to accommodate the infant department in the

Sabbath school. Xor was the march of improvement in material

matters arrested at this point. The congregation was not content

to provide for its own convenience and comfort, to the neglect of

the pastor's. In the summer of i86i very considerable additions

and improvements were made to the parsonage, at a cost of about

$2,000. All these evidences of temporal prosperity are of great

moment, when considered as exponents of the condition of the

Church. For you may ever rest assured that the condition of the

Church property in general is a good and sure index of the state

of the hearts of the congregation.

The extension and upbuilding of the spiritual temple, more

than equalled all that was accomplished in respect to temporal

things. Few men have been favored with a larger measure of suc-

cess in the ministry than was the Rev.
J.

P. Strong, while he was

the pastor of this Church. Upon more than one occasion did

God visit this people with the reviving intiuences of the Holy

Spirit. Especially memorable in the history of his ministry here

is the year 1866, when sixty were added to the Church upon pro-



196 IIISTOKV 01' III K CI.AS.SIS OK I'AKAMl'S

fessioii of their faith, the majorit}' of whuin woro in the iiioniiiig-

of life. In conseciuence of bis acceptable ami faithful services,

and also because of the increased expenses of living, the pastor's

salary was raised from time to time, until it reached $2,000 per

year. The Rev. Mr. .'^tront^ was possessed of natural and ac-

quired endowments, which titled him for g-reat usefulness. He
was eminently a man of pra)^er. He was also ever i)unctual

in all his engagements, prompt and energetic in all his pub-

lic ministrations, and scrupulously exem|)lary in all his private

deportment. I'he combination of such (jualities as these in the

minister, taken in connection with the fact that the community

was growing in population, intelligence and wealth every day,

filled the church. There were families asking for seats, but they

could not be accommodated. Something must be done to meet

this pressure for church privileges.

The Consistory called in consultation the (ireat Consistory.

July 21, 1868. A memorial from several members was read, set-

ting forth the present condition, and asking for enlarged church

accommodations. Nothing definite was done at this meeting.

The subject of Church extension was again takc'u up b}' the Con-

sistory on July 29, when it was "Resolved, that the old church re-

main as it is in regard to tearing down or enlartrintr it, and that we

are in favor of Church extension in this village." At the Sei)tem-

ber meeting of the Consistory, a committee appointed by the

Classis was in attendance, and endeavored to prevail with the

Consistory to aid in the establishment of a new Church. This

proposition was fully debated, but final action was deferred for

another month. It was seriously questioned bv many, whether

the Consistory luul the right to transfer Church property, held in

trust, to another organization. This was an eventful period m
the history of the Church. Suthce it to say, that the little flock

whose journey through the wilderness we have ])een endeavoring

to trace in this narrative, was divided into two bands. The North

Reformed Church was organized in the latter part of 1868, and

was composed entirely of individuals who had been attached to

this congregation.

On June 14, 1869, the Rev. Mr. .Strong tendered his resigna-

tion as pastor of the Church, and requested the Consistory to unite

with him in an application to the Classis for a dissolution of the

pastoral connection. The request was acceded to, and the
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C'lassis traiisK-nx'tl tin- l\r\-. \\v. Strong- iVoui tlu' ]>;isf()r;itr of this

C'lmrch. to that nl llic North Krioi-iiicd ('huich ol I'assaie.

During- the thirtcrii \'t.-ars tliat Mr. Stroiij^ was ])astoi" of the

ohi ( hmch, \\c rrcci\L'(l into iHL"nil)(.rshi]) 215 upon conlc-ssion ol

faith in Christ, and C>4 hy cirlificatr from other C'iiurclics. He
Itapt i/A'(I 290 thihhTn and solrnmizcd 150 niarriaL^cs.

In dfchirin^' itself "ni fa\'or of Church extension in this \-il-

lage, " the Consistor\' did not inaugurate a new poliev so much as

recoi^j'ni/.e a mo\enient that had already set in—a movement

towaids indi\-idualization. The increasing- number ol adherents

ot other deinnninations led to a hranchiuL;" out li'oni the mother

Chureli. and thus we tnid no less than loui" Churclies springin<(

into lifi' in ten years, during;- Mr. Stron<^'s ])astorate. Henceforth

the conditions of work are materially chani^ed. The spire of old

Ac(piackanonk no lony;er stands uni(|ue and solitary in the midst

of the surroundings country, but the Church takes her place in

subsecjuent history as one amony; her many sisters, and becomes a

sharer with them in the growth and prosperity of the city. Since

then the multiplication of relig-ious organizations has continued

steadily until, at the present writing, there are no less than thirty-

live churches, chapels and missions within the limits of the city,

while the adjacent country to which the old Church was wont to

minister, is now dotted with villages that are amply supplied with

religious privileges.

The Rkv. Johx Gastox, D. D.

The Rev. John (kiston, D. D., was called to become the pas-

tor of the Church in 1869. He was the son of William B. Gaston

and Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, and was born in Somerville, X. J., on

November 12, 1825. Dr. Gaston graduated at Rutgers College in

1849, and received his theological training in the Seminary of the

Reformed Chureh at New Brunswick, N. J., graduating in 1852.

He was licensed to preach the Gospel by the Classis of New
Brunswick, and ordained to the ministry and installed pastor of

the Reformed Church of Pompton, N. J., the same year, by the

Classis of Passaic. Here he remained faithful in labor and be-

loved bv his jieople for ten years, when he assumed the pastorate

of the Reformed Church of Saugerties, N. Y. In this field, also,

he made full proof of his ministry, until he came to Acquacka-

nonk in 1869. It was just after the new era of Church extension
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had begun, when many were entertaining grave fears as to

whether the old mother Church could supply the material for so

many new branches, and still remain strong and vigorous herself.

These dmibts were (juickly dispelled, for under his strong and

genial personality, his powerful and evangelical preaching of the

truth, and his unostentatious, yet firm and tactful leadership, this

ancient heritage of God's people has continued to renew her youth

year after year, and during his long and honored term of service,

the course of Church life has been one of unbroken peace and

prosperity.

In 1884, a movement was inaugurated to effect certain alter-

ations and repairs in the church edifice. Funds were diligently

collected and cheerfully given,

amounting to the very considerable

sumofs6,4ii, sufiicient to defray

all the expenses. The interior of

the church was completely reno-

vated and refurnished, and the place

of worship was made not only more

attractive, but very much more

comfortable.

The course of nnprovements in

our growing little city led to an in-

crease of assessments from year

to year upon the parsonage prop-

erty, consisting of buildings on
thk rf.v. johx Gaston, d d. Lexington avenue, and twelve acres

of land, and it was resolved on ^Nlarch 28, 1887, to offer the

same for sale. The committee to whom the matter was en-

trusted, reported on April twenty-fifth that the property had

been sold f(jr a consideration of 532,000, and the ample grounds

and old stone house, which for more than a hundred and twenty-

five years had been the home of successive pastors, and had

afforded shelter and hospitality to many visiting ministers and

friends, and had been the social center of the congregation, now
passed into other hands.

Moved by the kindly feeling of the congregation towards their

minister, and in lieu of his use of the parsonage and lands now
sold, the Consistory resolved on June 20, 1887, to increase the pas-

tor's salary from $2,000 to 53,000, the change to date from ^lay
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first of that year. Durini;- the foUowiiii; year, tlic suiii of $400
was ilonatcd towards the erection of a chapel at (iarfichh in union

with the Xortli Refornu>(l Cliurcli.

Tile spiritual condition of the Church, as attested by tlie num-
ber of accessions to the membership, seems to have been healthy

ihu-in,i^^ the entire period of Dr. Gaston's ministry among this

people. in the twenty-six \ears of service he received into

fellowship 570 members. The years 1874, 1876, 1887 and 1894

are especially marked, in which respectively 43, 41, 40 and 41

are entered upon the records, among- them a large proportion of

such as had reached mature years. During the same period he
ministered at 682 funerals, solemnized 392 marriages, and bap-

tized 423 children.

In the fall of 1S93 the pastor, feeling that he was unable

longer to bear the burden of care and responsibility, submitted

his resignation. The ofiicers of the Church did not feel it was
best for them to accept, and recom-

mended that he should get an as-

sistant to relieve him somewhat
from the burden. To that position

the Rev. Arthur Spaulding was call-

ed, and began his service on

January i, 1894. He was the son

of the Rev. Cyril Spaulding, gradu-

ated at Rutgers College in 1890,

and at Union Seminary in 1893. He
labored with acceptance and dili-

gence, holding the position of as-

sociate pastor until the close of Dr.

Gaston's official connection wath the

Church, and has since been installed pastor of the PresbA^terian

Church at Bainbridge, N. Y.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of Dr. Gaston's pastorate was
observed with appropriate exercises on September 20, 1894. The

Rev. Arthur Spaulding presided. In the afternoon addresses

were made by Mr. Daniel Demarest, in behalf of the Consistory

and congregation, by Mr. Hugh McQueen, in behalf of the Sun-

day School; and the Rev. Joachim Elmendorf, D. D., made an

address to the pastor and congregation, to which Dr. Gaston re-

sponded. In the evening, addresses were made by the Rev.
J. H.

The Rev. Arthur Spaulding.
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Whitehead, as a "l-'enow Presbyter;" by tlie Rev. 1'. F. Leavens,

1). I)., as a "Brother Minister;" by tlie l\e\. l-'.ilwanl P. 'Perluine.

I). I)., by the Rev. A. P. Van (iieson. 1). D., as --A Classmate,"

and by Mr. William P. C'hureh. "Conimenu'ratinij;: the Kvent."

On this oceasion his thankful people jjresented to their beloved

minister a solid silver salver of beautiful design, liaving- engraved

upon it the spire of the old Church and bearing the followinj^ in-

scription: "1869 — 1894. Presented to the Rev. [ohn Castc^n,

D. I)., by his congregation, to commemorate the twentv-hfth an-

niversary of his pastorate in connection with the I'rotestant Re-

formed FJutch duirch at Actpiackanonk, Passaic, X. )., Septem-

])er 20, 1894."

'Phe i)lan of an assistant to Dr. (kiston, suggested by the

Coiisistory was, liowever, but the posti)onement of that which
was inevitable. The condition of the pastor's health made it

necessary for him again to ask for relief from the duties of his

office. The Consistory, acting under the knowledge that in the

ojnnion of his physicians this step was imperative, reluctantly ac-

cejited his resignation. Seldom has it been the lot of one to occu-

py so warm a place in the affections of a people for so long a

time, and the universal regret and sorrow that the connection so

long maintained in unity and love had to be severed, is only les-

sened by the fact that he still continues to reside aniong his peo-

ple, and that the genial warmth of his nature still pervades the

place that has learned to love him so well.

As a further evidence of their affectionate regard for the ven-

erable minister, and their ajipreciation of his devoted service, the

Consistory on September 24, 1895, took the following action:

"Resolved, that the Elder representing this Consistory at the
Classis in October, be requested to notify said Classis that it is the
desire and earnest wish of this Consistory that the Rev. John Gas-
ton, D. D., be declared pastor ^7;2^r///^,f, and that we obligate our-
selves 'to pay him an annual salary of one thousand ilollars.''

Upon receiving notification of this action Dr. (iaston replied

in ]iart as follows:

"While I am exceedingly grateful for the generous imjiidse

that has led you to devise such liberal things for mv future com-
fort, yet as I can not conscientiously receive it, I most respectfully

decline your proffered annuity. I have alwavs been perfectly sat-

istied with the terms of my call, and hence fail to see why I should
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receive a doulile ])a\'iiK'nt for a siiij^le service. * * * * y,,,^,

hax'c v\cv fiilh met tlu- lei'ins ot our •iL-mpnral contract,' ami
consetiuently \t)u are lion(tral)ly e.xcjiierated so far as it relates to

all such matters of obligation. * * * * ^H j ^^,1^ -^^ ^j^g

continued love and confidence of those whom I ha\e endeavored
to serve in the (jospel durinj^ the term ofiin niinistr}-.''

At a meeting- of the C'lassis convened ()ct<)l)er 8, 1895, a joint

application from jiustor and people was ]iresented and g-ranted,

theClassis declaring- the pastor emeritus.

Dr. (iaston's interests and acti\ities ha\e been wider than the

C'hureli wliich lie has served. They have extended to the denom-

ination. For nearly thirty-tive years he has been a member of

the Hoard of Education of the Reformed Church, and since the

death <>f Dr. Mancius S. Hutton, he has served as President of the

Board. Since 1872, he has been a Trustee of Rutgers College,

which institution nearly thirty years ago, conferred upon him the

degree of Doctor of Divinity, an honor worthily bestowed.

His devotion to the missionary and educational interests of

the denomination has been warm and continuous during the

forty-three years of his active ministry, and was not interrupted

h\ his retirement from the pastorate.

The Rev. Ame Venxema.

On the sixteenth of .September, 1895, the congregation as-

sembled for the purpose of choosing a successor to Dr. Gaston.

The choice fell upon the Rev. Ame
^'ennema, pastor of the Reformed

Church of Deerpark, Port Jervis, X.

Y. Accordingly, a call was presented

to him by the Consistory, duly ap-

proved by Classis, which, after care-

ful consideration and the adjustment

of certain details, was accepted, and

the new pastor began his ministrv in

Acquackanonk on the fifteenth day

of December following.

The Rev. Ame Vennema was born

in Holland, Mich., IVIay 25, 1857.

He graduated at Hope College in

his native city, in 1879, '^i^d at the

Theological Seminar}-, New Brunswick, X. }., in 1S82. His suc-

The Rkv. Ame Vexxema.
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cessive pastorates have been, New Paltz, X. V., 1882 — "86; Sec-

ond Reformed Church, Kalamazoo, Mich., 1886
—

"89; Second
Reformed Church, Rochester, X. Y., 1889— 92; Deerpark, Port

Jervis, N. Y., 1892 — "95.

Shortly after the Rev. Mr. Yennema's settlement in Acquack-
anonk, the question of a new Church site and building began to

take definite shape, and on ]\Iarch 17, 1896, the Consistory de-

clared themselves favorable to the selection and purchase of a new
jocation "provided that a majority of the congregation in a j)ublic

r:

^ PI El i-!

The Parsonage,— 1899.

meeting assembled shall so determine, and that the entire sum
necessary for the purchase of the site shall be fully subscribed and

paid for without in any manner drawing upon the vested funds

of the corporation." This action was approved at a meeting of

the Great Consistory held on April twenty-eighth, and further en-

dorsed by an almost unanimous vote of the congregation, at a

meeting called to consider the matter on May seventh of the same

year.

The property on the southeast corner of Passaic and Pauli-
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son avoniR'S, 100x150 feet, was finally selc-ctetl. The congrega-

tion rcsponclctl generously to the appeal for funds, and when the

required amount, $14,000, had been subscribed, the Consistory re-

solved on June 17, 1898, to enter into an agreement for the pur-

chase of the site. An additional plot, 75 x 200 feet, facing Pauli-

son avenue and immediately adjoinint;;- the new Church site, was

also bought "for the purpose of moving thereon and using as a

parsonage the house" on the corner lot. "and to afford room for

the horses and carriages of the members of the congregation."

The Reformed Church of Acquackaxoxk,— 1901,

Since November, 1899. the pastor's family have been comfortably

domiciled in the well-appointed and spacious manse.

Plans for a new Church building, submitted by Charles W.

Bolton & Co., Architects, Philadelphia, Pa., have been adopted,

and subscriptions amounting to nearly $16,000 towards the erec-

tion of the building have already been made. The expectation is

warranted that soon the oldest Church in the county and in the

Classis will have a new, commodious and attractive house of wor-
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ship, in a very (.-lii^ible and central location in the Lvrowinii^ citv of

Passaic.

Contemporaneously with these important developments

alono; material lines, the spiritual and benevolent work of the

Church has received careful consideration. During the present

pastorate, just rounding out its fifth year, 135 have been wel-

comed into the membership of the Church, 94 have received the

ordinance of baptism, and 95 funeral service^, have been con-

ducted.

At no time in her history did the Old Protestant Reformed

Dutch Church of Acquackanonk have a brig-hter outlook, and

with the continued blessing of Almighty God, and the earnest and

prayerful co-operation of her devoted members, the most sanguine

hopes of the congregation will not fail to be realized.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF TAPPAN

TiiK Rkv. David Coi.k, I). D.

Till'". Tappan couiinunit}- dated from March 24, 1686, and

[\\c Taiipaii C'liiircli, in ori^-anized form, IVoin ()ct()l)cr 24,

1694, eii^"lit yeiirs and a hail' later. ( )n tlie earlier of these days,

sixteen men secured trom the Colonial (ioxcrnor Donyan a grant of

land, about ten miles loni^, and from two to hve miles wide, popu-

larly known h«>m its date as "I'he Tappan or Orangetown

Patent."' it was nearly coincident with the present town of

Orangetow n in Rockland county. It la\- at that time within the

bounds of Orange, one of the ten original counties into which the

"Province of New ^'ork" IkuI been divided by the colonial legisla-

ture in 1683. Rockland county was not heard of till more than a

hundred years later. It was set off from Orange by the legislature

of the state of New York, February 23, 1798.

Most of the sixteen i)atentees settled on their land at once,

aiul \\'ithin a short time several families, drawn to the site by its

adaptation to industrial activity, joined them with their em-

ployees, some of whom were negro slaves. Ample sources are

preserved, from which we can get all the family names of the

first sixteen years. First, we have the Dongan grant, which

gives the names of the sixteen patentees. Then we have the

Church rt)ll of all the members received at the first two commu-
nions, both held within the first Church year, and the only com-
munions held before 1702. This roll contains tifty-tw<^ names.

'I'hird, we have the roll of Consistorymen complete for the period.

And last, we have a full census of the settlement, taken in 1702,

which contains the full names of all white men and the first

names of all white women for that year, with the number of the

boys and girls, and includes a count of thirty-three unnamed
negro slaves. The impression the settlers of Tappan and the

founders of its Church left upon their region and upon the Re-

formed Church in America, has proved Avontlerfully enduring.
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J'licir names will all he yiven here, and followed with informa-

tion about them which cannot fail to l)e of interest. The sixteen

patentees will come first, then the fifty-two Church members, and

last, the fifty-four white men of the census of 1702, with the first

names of their wives attached as in the orig-inal. 'i'he names in

each list will be arrang-ed in alphabetical order, spelled alike in

each of their repetitions, and according to the best usage of their

first hundred years at 1 ajipan. The names starred came in at

first as patronymics (Mily, but are now nearly all identified, and

will be l)rought out as far as known, throus^h the information

which will follow the lists.

I

THE SIXTEEN' PATENTEES.

* Lambert Ariaensen Pieter Haring

Daniel de Clerck (later "Clark" only; Cosyn Haring

Cornelis Claesen Cuyper (Cooper) * Adriaen I.ambertsen

Staats de Groot * Cornelis Lambertsen

John deVries, Sr. Claes ]\Iaunde

John de Vries, Jr. * Gerrit Steynmets
* Huybert Gerritsen Jan Stratemaker (Straat)

* Johannes Gerritsen Iden Van Vorst

II

KKO.M THE KOI, I. OK CHIKCH MEMI5ERS.

a. Received at the First Communion^ October 24, i6g^.

* r,ain1)ert Ariaensen and Margrietje Blauvelt, his wife

Johannes Blauvelt

Cornelis Haring and Cathalina Flierboom, his wife

Cosyn Haring and Maria Blauvelt, his wife

I'eunis Talman and Brechtje Haring, his wife

Teunis Wan Houtcn and Tryntje Claes Cuyper, his wife

b. Received at the Second Communion, October 2^, i6g^.

Hendrick Blauvelt and !\Iarretje W'aldron, his wife

Jeremiah Cenniff and Annetje Woelfs, his wife

Jacob Cool and Barbara Hans, his wife

Floris W'illemsen Crom and Cathalina Ariaens, his wife

Teuntje Floris Crom
Annetje Cornelis Cuyper

Cornelis Claesen Cu}'per and .\eltje Bogart, his wife
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Jan Chu'Si.Mi C'liypcr aiul TiN'Mlir Strali-m;ikrr (S(raal), his wife
Daniel (Ic'Clcrck and (iricljc Cosyiis, his wUc
Jan dc \'rics

Jacol) Flicrhooin and Maiia llaiin^-, his wilV

*C\)(."nrai-t Hansen and lA^uidje (or lA'cnlji,') IMa-^-irls, his wile
Pietcr llarinj^- antl (Jridjr jnns Houart, liis wilV-

Mynert Ilcndricksen ( I loocnkainp) and Jannrtje Hcn.h-icks dc
Puw, Ills wife

Rynicr AlyncM-tscn (Hysscryck) and .Mamtjc Jac.hs I'lirrhooin,
his wife

C'athai-ina Meyer
Albert Alinne (Minnelay) and Meenske Jans, his wife
Grietje Alinne, wife of Abram Bh-uivelt

Johannes Alinne and Annetje Joaeliinis, his wife
* Maria Pieters, wife of Isaac (ierritsen (HIauvelt)

Casper Sprin^-steen antl Alaria Foos, his wife

Annetje hlens \'an \'orst, wife of Johannes Aleyer
Annetje Van Houten
Gerritje Van Houten

Jan Waard (Waart) and Grietje de Puw, his wife

111

THK CENSUS REPORT OF 1702.

Lambert Ariaensen (Alargrietje) * Hench'iclv (ierritsen (Alarretje)
Abram Blauvelt (Grietje) * Isaac Gerritsen (Alaria)
Isaac Brett (Alagdalen) * Johannes Gerritsen (Gatharina)
Melchert Caspersen (Geertruyt) * Coenraet Hansen (Leuntje)
Jeremiah Cenniff (Annetje) Abram Harins^r

*Johan Claesen (Tryntje) Cornelis Haring- (Cathalina)
Samuel Conklin (Hanna) Cosyn Haring (Alaria)

Ariaen Crom Peter Haring- (Grietje)

FlorisCrom (Lina) *Gerrit Hen^lricksen
Gysbert Crom * Herman Hendricksen
Willem Crom (Gerritje) *John Hendricksen
Cornelis Cuyper (Aeltje) John Hey (Tryntje)
Daniel de Clerck ((Grietje) * Gerrit Huyl.rechts
Jacob de Clerck * Casper Jansen (Alay)
John de Puw (Janneke) * Reyn Jansen ( Lvsbeth)
John de Vries (Ariaentje) Willem JuwelI,Sr., (Sara)
Jacob Flierboom( Alaria) Willem luwell Ir.
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*Geri"it Lainlirrtseii Dirck Slonn (Maiia)

Edward Alek (or ^Feeks) Dirck Straat ( Trvntjc)

* Jeuriaen ]\IeI,i;ertsen Teuiiis Talniaii (HreclitjV-)

W'illLMii -Merritt (Marj^cry) * Paulus Tjurcksen (or Turcksfii)

Johannes ]Meyer (Annctje) Claes Van Houtcn

Albert iNIinnelay (Alcenske) Tennis \'an Hontcn ( liyntjc)

* Rynier INIynertsen (]\Iarretje) Roelof \'an lloutcn

Jan Perry (Sara) Jan Waard ((Jrictje)

* Lowe Rynertsen James Weller (Hethe)

l""rans W'ey (Indian W.)

INFORMATION.

/. Rcsprctino^ the Sixteen Patentees, and Their Relatives Found i)i

the Other Lists.

I. Lambert Ariaf.nsen (Last name variously spcllcel. In early

Tappan ]iapers, it is sometimes Adriansen. The form Ariaen-

sen went off throuL!;h some lines into the family name Auryan-

sen, in which it is still found in the neighborhood). His marriage

in New York is thus entered— "April 9, 1682,— Lambert Aertszen

van Tlunl in (ielderlandt and Alargrietje (jerrits, j. d."(that is

—

"not before married").

Margrietje (jcrrits was a Blauvelt. We know all al)out her

now (see below). but I have not traced the husband back of this

marriage, llic}' had been married but four years at the date of the

Tappan Patent. The}- have no child on the New \'ork baptismal

record. On the Tappan book, they have four from 1696 onward,

viz., Pietertje, Tryntje, Abram and Lena. Two older than these

must have been l)aptized elsewhere, as on the census report of 1702,

they are given with six children, of whom two are sons. With their

last Tappan baptism in 1706, they are entered as Lammert Adrian-

sen Smith and Margrietje Blauvelt. So we tind that Lambert's

family name was Smith. He was the first Elder of the Tappan

Church, was five times re-elected, and with ever\- entry is given

with this family name. Did it belong to him when he was mar-

rietl in 1682, or when he settled on the Tappan Patent in 1686.?

If it did, whv was it not i)ut in the marriage record or in the Patent }

If it did not, when did it start .^ This question deepens in interest

as we notice on the list of patentees the names Adriaen and Cor-

nells Lambertsen, and on the census rejiort Gerrit Lambertsen.

These men also come into the Church Ci)nsistorv and the Church
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ivconls as Smiths. Vhc two patontocs I.ainl)crtsen could not liave

been Lambert Ariacnscn's sons, as he hatl been married l)ut four

years in 1686. I venture the sus])icion that they were liis cousins,

that tlierc had been two laiiitr brotliers, Adriaen and Land)ert, the

first the lather of Lambert Ariaensen, and tlie second the father of

Adriaen, C'ornclis anil (k-rrit Lambertsen, and that the name Smith

hail been adopted by the family under tin' Holland law in their

own countrw and had belonged to the sons as a famil\- name- when

thev eame from HoUantl to New York.

There is. however, a family tradition on this subjeet, which

I will not omit to t^ive. As a known faet. Lambert Ariaensen

settled in 1686 at Greenbush, later Hlauveltville and now Blau-

velt. He was a smith by trade and was popularly known as

"Lambert the smith."' This y^rew into a fixed designation, and

finally settled into a family name. This story was received with

confidence by the j)eople of a later day, and found its way into

the published histories of Rockland county as a real historic state-

ment. I otTer no comment on it, but know that Lambert Smith

was the ancestor of a most valuable Smith line that ran through

the whole two hundred years of the Church till very recently, when

it came to an end at Tappan through removals and deaths. Lam-

bert and his wife stand first on the Church's member list. Lam-

bert, Cornells and Gerrit were man\- times in the Consistory.

Each is on the record of baptisms with many children. Gerrit

Smith, the famous land owner, born at Ctica in 1797, noted for

his interest in slaves, aiul for his philanthropy and liberality, was

of this family. He owned land at Tappan in the memory of

still living- pec)ple. I am, however, called just here to emphasize

only the important and lasting beariiig for good of this family

upon the Tappan Church (See the account below of a famous

gift of land to the church in 1729. Through it Lambert Ariaensen

and his associates still live in the support of the Church).

2. Daniel De Clerck (or De Clerk—later "Clark" only).

He is on all our three lists. He \\ as the second Elder in the Church,

and was often re-elected. Just before settling at Tappan, as

"widower of Maria de ^loll,'' he had married in New Vdrk April

8, 1685, Grietje Cosyns, widow of Jan Pietersen Haring and

mother of Pieter and Cosyn Haring (See below). He had no

children by the second marriage, but at least one son by the first

followed his father to Tai)pan, and a de Clerk line from him came
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down tbrout^-h the records. His last descendant in the Church was
Maria, widow of John ( )ut\vater, and (hiughter ol" Williani de
Clerk and Klizabeth Harint;-. Sb.e was horn February 1 6, 1810,

united with the Church October 7, 1837, and died Xovendier 1,

1895, aged 85 years, 8 months and 16 days. Jacob de Clerk, who
is on the Church list below, as joining; it at its second communion,
was no doubt a son of this ])atentee. He married Amittje \'an

Houten at Tappan. October 16, 1706, and had eii^lit children bap-

tized in the Tappan Church.

3. CoRXELis Claesen CivpER (KuYPER OR Cooper). The Tap-
pan records have his wife as Aeltje Bogart. The marriage took

place at Bergen, and is entered on the Bergen record by patro-

nymics only; thus, "Cornelis Claes of New York, and Aeltje

Teunisse of Brooklyn." This shows that the wife was a daughter

of Teunis Bogart, and gives her residence before marriage. We
have also on our lists a brother of Cornelis, Jan Claesen Cooper,

with his wife, and a sister, Tryntje Claes Cooper, with her hus-

band. The marriages of these are also on the Bergen record,

thus, "Jan Claesen of Harsimus, and Tryntje Stratemaker of Ho-
boken, September 13, 1694, and "Teunis Roelofse of Amersfoort,

(Flatlands) and TrAmtje Claes of Manhattan, December 23, 1677."

These entries show that the Teunis Van Houten of the Tappan
Church and census lists, was a son of Roelof Van Houten, that the

father of the Coopers was Claes or Nicholas Cooper, and that all

these married person were young at the time of their settlement

at Tappan.

Cornelis, the patentee, became the thirtl elder of the Church,

and both he and his l)rother were again and again in the Con-
sistory. The Coopers were in New York before 1650, but the

parents of these three children seem to have settled in New jersey,

and the chihlren themst-lves locatetl at Tapjjan. In the Tapjian

Church their descendants became exceedingly numerous, occupy-

ing a very large place in the records. American Coopers have been

distinguished as authors, teachers and professional men and women
in considerable numbers, and one of them has left behind him a

monument of his interest in the masses, and of intelligent liberality

with worldl}' wealth, which will keep the family name alive to the

end of time.

4. Staats De Groot. His name, as given in New York and

Bergen records from 1675 onward, was, in full, Staats Jansen de
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(inidt. llis wilr was Uailiara Casju-rs (sfc .M(.'UlKri Caspcrsm be-

low. lU'rnanu' in tln' haptisnial re'cords is anaiii written liaiiiara

S])rin!^stc(,'ii ). I do not kiK lu w lutlicr tlusc cmt li\C(l in 'I'aiipan,

but their (laii,L;lit(.T .Mi'tji' or ^btti( de ( iroot joined t lie Cliiiri li there

in 1703, and Cornelia lie ( iroot (perhaps another dan,i;hter) joine(l it

in 171 I. Mt'ttii' married 'I'\ares (or [oris) liiwelh and ('onielia

inan-ied Jonas (lerritsen. Hoth haw chihhxMi on the re.i,dstt'i- ot

baptisms. ()ther (K'(iroots appe-ar on the books in later vears.

The de Grouts were in New \'ork before 1650. 'l'he\' were also in

the Her<>-en and Hackensack Churches— in the latter (Vom its start

in 16S6. Kebeeea, daut^hter of Tieter (\v (iroot of that CJiurcli,

married Daniel Deniarcst in 1707, and became the great-great-

g-randmother of Rev. Dr. Da\id D. Demarest, our late Seminary

Profe.ssor at New Ijrunswiek.

5. John (or Jan) De \'ries, Sr. The name de Vries had been

in America very early, and had l)een sadly emphasized at Tajipan

through the misfortunes of Caj)tain David Pietersen de Vries be-

tween 1640 and 1643. * He had had no family, and had jier-

sonally left the country at that date. \'et the name had contin-

ued in New Amsterdam. Pieter Rudolijhus de \'ries, who died

in 1660, had long been a merchant in the city. But this [an de

Vries seems to have been a new arrival after the mid(-lle ol' the

century. He came over as a mariner, and was first known
as Captain Jan Gerrilsen. The sometimes added "de \"ries, '" which

grew upon him as a family name, at first only meant that he had

come from Vriesland (or Friesland). He was married in New
Amsterdam, December iS, 1660. The marriage is thus entered on

the New Vork Register : "Jan Gerritsen of W'orkum in Vriesland,

and Grietje Teunis of Amsterdam in N. Netherland. "' He has six-

children baptized in New Vork, beginning in 1661 and ending in

1682, all of whom, except Jacob, baptized in 1679, ^vere girls. U'ith

the first three ofthe.se children, he is entered as jan Gerritsen, nnd

with the last three as Jan de \'ries. The name of the mother,

Grietje Teunis, is the same with them all.

The name of this patentee never appears in any Tappan paper

except the original Patent itself. He had lived in Harlem, N. V.,

to the date of that paper, and there is no existing evidence that he

ever settled at Tappan.

*See "History of the Reformed Cluirch of Tappan," prepared by the author of this

sketch, in 1894.
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Rikrr, in liis "1 1 ist(ir\- of 1 laiicni, " states in ix's^-ard to him tliat

though he was called "ilc \rics" because he had last come hom

Vriesland, his real name was \'aii Dalsseii, his orii^inal home hav-

been Dalssen in Oveiyssel. He says his line wtnt Dver into

Orange (now Ri)ckland) county, and started the \'an Dalssen fam-

ily there. He must have had \'an Dalssen Tamil}- sources of infor-

mation that I have not. The lirst \'an Dalssens at 'I'appan (and of

course the first in ()ran^;e county) were Jan \'an Dalssen and his

wife, Anna Van Raetsvelt, wlio uniteil with the Tappan Church in

1704. Dirck Storm, who had been the I'oor/escr of the Church

from its organization, resigned his office in that year, and Jan Van-

Dalssen was chosen his successor at once. He was still in office

in 1713, but probably died about that time. His wife appears on

the records as a widow in 1718. With the baptisms from the latter

date onward, other \"an Dalssens come in who are evidently of the

same stock with the Voorlescr. But the 'rai)j)an records do not

show any j)oint at which the name de \'ries could have passed into

the name \"an Dalssen.

6. )oHx (or Jan) De Vries, |r. The terms "senior" and "junior"

with these patentees, do not mean father and son, but simply the

elder and the ^ounger. The elder ne\er had a son Jan, as I have

shown. The two, however, were no doubt related. Tlie younger

married Vriaentje Dircks of Albany, October 10, 1(179, antl these

made their home at Tappan, probabl\- from the date of the i)atent.

The wife never became a member of the Church, but Jan joined it

October 23, 1695. They had four children, .Maria, Helena, Jo-

hannes and lacobus. Helena (or Lena) and Johannes married at

Tappan, and loliannes had a son Johaimes baptized in 1719.

From this time the name de \h-ies does not appear on any Tapjian

record.

The brothers de \'ries in our ministry of to-da\- are not ot the

early American stock, but were themselves born in Holland and

came to this country wlu-n young.

7, 8. HuYBERT AXi) JoHANNES Gerritsen. To thcsc add Abram

Blauvelt and Hemlrick and Isaac Gerritsen of the census repcirt, and

Margrietje lilau\elt of the member roll. These si.x were brotliers

and sister. And one of them, Hemlrick, had a daughter, iMaria

Blauvelt, wlio, on the same roll, ajjpears as the wife of Cosyn

Raring, a patentee. The family name of all these was Blauvelt.

Their earliest American ancestor is on the New York records
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simply ;is (Icnit 1 K'udrickscn, of DcmmiUt, Holland. Ik- mar-

ried .MaiTctjc i.aml.irts Mollcf lUishwiek, 1.. l.^.Mayy, 1646.*

There wi'ie several cliiklren, of whom tlie six described ])elo\v in

the order of their ages, were all eonneeted with the Tappan settle-

ment :

—

(a) Hkxdrick Gkrritskn (Bi,.\r\Ki.'r), not one of the pat-

entees, was baj^tized Aut^'-ust 9, i64(S. He married Marretje

Waldron in New \'ork, September 20, 1673.") Hendrick and

Marretje were received into tlie I'appan Church October 23,

1695. Their daughter, Maria, as stated above, married Cosyn

Hariiiij;-, one of the patentees, anil often an officer of the Church

(See below).

(b) HrvHKRT (iKKKrrsKx, (Bi.Ar\ELi) one of the patentees,

was ba])tized ?klay 13, 1657. He married ^\'illenltje Ariaens,

perhaps a sister of Lambert Ariaensen, m New York, April

15, 1679. There is no evidence that these ever settled on the

I'appan patent. But they had a son, Cjerrit Huybertsen l^lau-

velt (on the census list, Gerrit Huybrechts), married at Tappan

in 1704, a daughter, Marretje Huyberts Blauvelt, married (see

Roelof \'an Houten below) in 1705, and a daughter, Dirckje

Huyberts Blauvelt, married at Hackensack in 1709. The first

two of these settled at Tappan.

(c) JoHAXXES Gerritsex
(
Blauvei.t), one of the patentees,

also one of the founders and first members, and more than once

an officer of the Church. He was baptized April 9, 1659. He
married Catharine ( "Catie") Cornells. 1 cannot identify the

wife, nor have I found the date of the marriage. She never

united with the Church. I'hese were the great-great-grand-

parents of the Rev. George M. S. Blauvelt, pastor of the Tappan

Church from 1864 to 1882. Many of their descendants have

been well-known ministers of the Gospel. One of them was for

many years a printer and publisher. In 18 10 he published Dr.

\'an Harlingen's translation of Vanderkemp's sermons on

the "Heidelberg Catechism," a valuable work in two volumes,

still found in the older libraries of our Church.

(d) Margrietje Gerrits (Blauvelt), wife of Lambert Ariaen-

sen Smith (see above). These have the honor of standing first

*For fuU iiiforiiiatioii in regard to his descending line, see my article on "The Blau-

velt Family in America," pnblished in the N. Y. Gen. and Biog. Record, Vol. XXVIII,

pp. 158-161. fFor the famons V.'aldron family of Harlem, and her place in it, see

Riker's extensive genealogy, pp. .S54067.
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on the member roll of the Church. ]\Iargrietje was baptized

September 2^. 1661.

(e) Abram (iERRiTSEX
(
Blauvelt, ) not one of the patentees.

He was baptized January 17, 1663. He married Grietje Minne

or INIinnelay (for this name see below), Ajjril 8. 1691. She be-

came a member of the Church October 23, 1695. His name is

not on the member roll, but this is a clerical omission, as he was

an Elder of the Church in i 71 1. These parents stand first on the

baptismal register of the Church.

(f) Isaac Gerritsex (Blauvelt,) not one of the patentees,

nor ever a member of the Church. He was baptized January

27, 1666. He married ]\Iaria Pieters (whose connection I do

not know), January 2, 1693. She joined the Tappan Church,

October 23, 1695.

9, 10. PiETER AND CosYX Harixg. Also ill the other lists

Cornells, Brechtje, ]\Iaria and Abram Haring. These six were

brothers and sisters. They have been at Tappan as numerous

and prominent as the Blauvelts. Both families had two men

among the patentees, both were always represented in the Con-

sistories, both were among the land givers of 1729. lioth were at

the front in civil and Church conflicts, and both have given min-

isters to the service of Christ. It is important that both be dis-

tinctly understood in a history of the Tappan Church.

Pieter Haring, of Hoorn, North Holland, is the first ancestor

of whom we now have knowledge. His third son, Jan Pietersen

Haring, arrived in Xew Amsterdam April 15, 1660, and in 1662

married Grietje Cosyns, who, after his death, became, April 8, 1685,

the second wife of Daniel de Clerck, as stated above. Could Pieter

Haring of Hoorn have been of the same stock with the brave John

Haring of the siege of Haarlem in 1573 .' It is highly probable.

The nearness of time makes the question closely pertinent.

Jan Pietersen Haring and Grietje Cosyns had seven children,

viz.: Peter, born in Harlem, Xew York, August 13, 1666; married

Grietje Jans, daughter of fan Louwe (or Lourens) Bogert, a refugee

from [Mannheim, wlio had come over in 1663. and was noted

among Harlem's early settlers,—Vroutje, born 'Sla.y 3, 1667; mar-

ried Tennis Quick,—Cosyn, born March 3, 1669. married Maria Blau-

velt (see above),—Cornelis, born March 4, 1672; married Catha-

lina Flierboom (see below.)—Brechtje, born July 4, 1675; married

Teunis Douwense Talema (or Talman, see below.)—Maria, born
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September 27. 1679: married Jacob Tyse Flierhoom (see below. )—

and Abram. born November 24, 1681; married Dirckje 'lalema (see

below). All these children are found on Tappan records and sent

down lines in the vicinity of their early homes. C'ornelis was the

first deacon of the Church. He and Cosyn and Abram were re-

peatedly in the Consistory, first as deacons and later as elders.

The children of Pieter were very numerous, but bein<>: mostly

daughters, largely lost the name Haring through their marriages.

His line is now represented by Miss Margaretta B. Powless, of Nor-

wood, near Tappan, and her sister, Mrs. Petrus Kline, of New

Durham, N. J.,
whose daughter, Mrs. Ira Bogert Haring, is a

member of the Church to-day. The family of Cosyn also has been

prolific. It has from the beginning hardly ever been unrepresented

in the Consistory. ^\r. John T. Haring, a present elder, lielongs

to it. (And see below for notice of a land gift in 1729).

II, 12. Adriaf.x and Corxelis Lambertsen. Already fully

treated under Lambert Ariaensen.

13. Claes :Mainde. No information. Name does not occur

again.

14. Gerrit Stevxmets. He was baptized in New York, August

27, 1656, and was a son of Casparis Steynmets and Janneke Gerrits,

who had been married in New York, March 31, 1652. The family

located in Bergen about 1660. Casparis became one of the first

three magistrates of that place in 1661. Gerrit married Yroutje

Claes of Bergen. February 24, 1684, and after her death, Cathalina

Gerrits, July 12. 1 69 1. He probably never settled at Tappan. The

name Steynmets abounds in the records of Bergen, Hackensack and

Tarr\town.

i^. Jax Stratemaker (or Stra.\t). His full first name was

Jan Dircksen. He was received as a Church member at Bergen,

December 30, 1664. and was married there to Grietje, or Geesje

Gerrits, Januarv 14. 1665. Three of his children also were mar-

ried at Bergen, viz.; Tryntje Stratemaker ('-from Hoboken")

to Jan Claesen Cuyper of Harsimus. now Jersey City, September

23. 1664; Dirck Stratemaker to Tryntje Buys. November 27, 1698,

and Jan Stratemaker to Neeltje Buys, January 12, 1707 (Aert

and Johnannes Buys, sons of Pieter Buys of Holland, settled in

Harlem in 1661 and 1663. From them came the many of the

name found on the Bergen. Hackensack and Tarrytown records).

Jan Stratemaker is noted in Tappan history as the builder, in 1700,
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of the first solid liousc in the settlt'iiient, a h«nisc still stamlint^,

and known, since the American KcNolution, as the "Washington

Headquarters." He sold it to his son, Dirck, in 1704. Dirck was

a deacon in the C'liurch in 1707, thou,L,di, strange to sav, his name
is not on the member roll. Jan and his wife, Neeltje, joined the

Church in October, 1708. Dirck and 'rr_\ntje had eight children

baptized between 1699 anil 171 7. \\'ith the baptismal entries, he

is four times given as Dirck ."^tratemaker, and four times as Dirck

Straat. The name in Rockland count\- from his time onward has

always been written Straat or Straut. In this form it continues in

the county still.

16. Idkx ok Ide (full name Iden Cornelisen) Van Vorst. He
married in New \'ork, Hilletje Jans of Oldenburg, Germany, Octo-

ber 18, 1652. In the marriage record he is entered as of New Am-
sterdam. But his name indicates that his family was of Voorst in

Gelderland, Holland. There is no evidence that he ever settled

on his Tappan land. He had received in 1664 a grant of land at

Harsimus, now Jersey City, and he probably lived there. His

daughter, Annetje Idens Van Vorst, first appears in records as re-

ceived into the Bergen Church, ^lay 29, 1672. She married Jo-

hannes ]Meyer (full name Jan Jansen Meyer) in New York, June

13, 1677. The record of the marriage gives her as then of Har-

simus. It is probable that hei" father interested himself in the

Tappan Patent for the sake of these children. They became the

ancestors of a line that has continued in Rockland county. They

were the maternal great-great-grandparents of Rev. Isaac D. Cole,

pastor of the Tappan Church from 1829 to 1864. Annetje united

with the Church, October 23, 1695, '^'^'-l Johannes diil the same

January 17, 1705. He was in the Consistory as Deacon in 171 1,

and as an Elder more than once in later years.

2. Respecting All N^ames in the Other Tivo Lists, Not Already

Noticed.

17. Isaac Brett and His Wife INIagdat.en. These settlers are

on the census report of 1702, but not on any other record. Tap-

pan has no trailitions of them. "Brit" often occurs in the Tarry-

town register. Our own New York Church Records do not have

the name Brett as early as 1702. It has stooil high in our min-
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istiv and fldcrslii]) during' llu' pn-scnt LXiitiirv, howi-xx r, and is an

lioiiDird name ainon^- us at this very daw

I S. 1\1 Ki.ciii. K I (Mkiciiiok ok .M k i.( 1 kki) Casi'krsen' and his wife,

( k'crlni\l HarU-ls. (
)!' I^artcls I know nothiiiL^. Melchcrt was

a Sprinn'strin. RikiT says the oris^inal Sprinii^steciis were Swedes.

Joosl and |i)hainies Sprinu;steeii, liowuver, came from (Ironin-

gen in \(^^2. I'lieir lather, acconh'nu; to l<ikci\ was Casper,

and \\v a(Ms; "Ah'lle or Mflehert Caspersen, whom \\v makes

to have heen their hiolher, was at Ikishwiek in i^>'^>3. He became

a freeman of New \'()rk in 1696. but afterwards removed to Tap-

pan." lie had sewral cliihh'cn born in ISrookhn, anion^:^ whom
were Casper and Jeuriaen, both of whom come into our lists here,

the former as Casper Springsteen and the latter as Jeuriaen INIel-

gertsen. Each of these will l)e treatetl in his place below. We
had above a Barbara Caspers or Barbara Springsteen, as wife of

Staats de Groot. She was undoubtedly a sister of Melchert

Caspersfe'n.

19. JEREMIAH Cenniff (or Kenniff) and his wife, Annetje

\\'oelfs. These united with the Church October 23, 1695, and are

on the census report of 1702, with six children lumamed, of whom
two were sons. Jeremiah was a deacon in 1(^95, and again in 1702.

From that date I do not find him again in any Tappan record.

His children, Jeremiah Cenniff, Jr., and Abis^ad Cenniff, united with

the Church in 17 10. The former married Annetje de Revier at

Tarrytown, January 31, 171 9, and from that time onward was

connected with the Tarrytown Church. In his marriage record,

he is said to have been born on the Manor of Cortland. Other

Cenniffs are also on the Tappan record. I know nothing of the

name Cennitf. It has been intimated to me that it has so changed

its character as to have carried away all suggestion of its earlier form.

20. Jacob Cool (or Kool—later Cole) and his wife Barbara

Hans or Jans (a patronymic that in this case has so far defied iden-

tification). Jacob had been baptized at Kingston, January i, 1673,

and had lived there with his parents till his marriage. Having de-

termined upon Tappan as his home, he came down just as the

Church had been started, and at about twenty-six years of age,

joined it with his wife, October 23, 1695. He was a grandson of

Barent Jacobsen Kool, of Amsterdam. Holland, who was an

officer under the West India Company in 1633, and is believed to

have first come over in 1626. Jacob died before November 23,
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T710, as Barbara is on the record as a widow at that date. Jacob

and Barbara were the paternal great-great-grandparents of the

Rev. Isaac D. Cole. Several ministers of the Gospel have been

among their descendants.

21. Samuel Coxki.ix axd His Wife Hanna. On the census re-

port only. The early spelling was Kankelie. Kankelies al)ounded

at Tarrytown from the beginning, but were not numerous at Vnp-

pan. I cannot fix the connection of this pair. At a much later

period, there were many Conklins in the Fappan Church. The

name is a familiar one in Rockland county. It has Ix-come,

through some of its representatives, a renowned name throughout

our land.

22. Ariaex, Floris Willemsex, Gysbert axd Willem Crom.

The name Crom became very common in the Tappan and Tarry-

town Churches, and is still found in their neighborhoods. Floris

Willemsen Crom and his wife Cathalina Ariaens (was she a sister

of Lambert Ariaensen .') have a daughter Teuntje Floris Crom on

the member roll of October 23, 1695. Willem Crom married

Grietje or Gerritje Van Houten (see below).

23. JoHX, JAXXETjE AXD Grietje De Puw (various Spellings

with this name). John married Anneke, Jannetje was the wife of

Mynert Hendrick Hogenkamp, and Grietje was the wife of Jan

Waard (see below). This family is still in the Tappan Church.

It abounded also in the Church at Tarrytown, and is still widely

prevalent on both sides of the Hudson. It is a Huguenot family.

Nicholas de Puis came to New Amsterdam in October, 1662 from

Artois with a wife and three children. He was the American an-

cestor of the family. It has given several ministers to the Church

of Christ. In our own day it has won special distinction by the

life and career of our United States Senator, Chauncey M. Depew.

24. Jacob (full name Jacob Tyse) F"lierboom and his wife

Maria Haring, sister of Pieter andCosyn Haring (see above.) Jacob

and Maria have a daughter ^^larretje Jacobs Flierboom on the

member roll of October 23, 1695. She was the wife of Rynier

^Nlynertsen Hysseryck. Cathalina Flierboom. wife of Cornelis

Haring, was no doubt Jacob's sister. The name Flierboom (or

Vlierboom) came down in the Tappan Church to within a late date.

It was also at All)any Tsee Riker). I have no knowledge of its

history.

25. Coexraet Haxsex (in several places written Coenraet
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Harte) aiul liis wifr [.funtji- (for Lecntjc, i. c. I kUna or .Magda-

kna) Mai;icls. llans(_'n and Magicls arc both patronymics.

Ilansc-n is one of thv most (lifficult of these to foUow. '-Ilartc'

may have been the familv name liere. Ma,<,nc-ls means daughter

of Magiel or Michael. The Magielsens were numerous at Herj^^en

and also at Tarrvtown, hut I cannot tix their connections.

26. loiiN llEvand his wife Tryntje. No information.

27. Mynert Hkndrickskn Hogenkamp and his wife, Jannetje de

Puw (sec above). The Ho,<jenkamps became very numerous in

Rockland county, and also appeared at Tarrytown. I have no

doubt their origin is clear to the family, but I have no clue to it

while preparing this sketch.

28. Gerrit, Herman and John Hexuricksex. Another pa-

tronymic. Were they brothers of Mynert Hendricksen Hogen-

kamp ?

29. Gerrit Huybrechts. Same as Gerrit Huybertsen Blau-

velt (.-^ee abovej. His wife was Catharina Meyer (See below).

30. Ryxikr :Myxertsex Hysseryck and his wife, Marretje

Jacobs Flierboom, daughter of Jacob Flierboom above. Rynier

was twice an elder in the Church. No information as to his fam-

ily line.

31. :Meexske Jaxs (See Albert Minnelay below).

32. Casper Jaxsex and his wife May, also Reyn Jansen and

his wife Lysbeth. No information.

33. WiLLEM JuwELL, Sr. , and his wife Sara. We have also

Willem fuwell, Jr., reported in the census return of 1702, and

Joris Juw^ell (see under Staats de Groot) on the baptismal records.

"Juel' was very frequent at Tarrytown. I know nothing of its

origin, but the name, with spelling Jewell, is common to-day.

34. Edward Mek. In Tarrytown records Meghts and Meeks,

with a wife :Maria or Marretje. No information.

35. Jeuriaex Melgertsex. a son of Melchert or :Melgert

Caspersen (See above). His full name was Jeuriaen Melgertsen

Springsteen. He has a brother, Casper Springsteen (See below),

jeuriaen's wife was Catharina. They had two children baptized

and recorded in Tarrytown in 1706 and 1708.

56. William Merritt and his wife Margery. I do not know

the line of this family, but the name of Merritt is very cominon to-

day.

^j. Catharixa Meyer. A daughter of Johannes Meyer and
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Annetje Idens Van Vorst. She married Gerrit Huybertsen Blau-

velt at Tappan, Januarv 12. 1704- See above under his father,

Huybert Gerritsen Blauvelt. and compare statement respecting

"Gerrit Huybrechts.

^8. Albert, Grietje and Johannes Minnelay (or Minne).

Albert married ^Nleenske (or Meinsje, for Wilhelmina) Jans,

Grietje married Abram Gerritsen Blauvelt (see above), and

Johannes married Anneke Joachims. Albert and INIeenske are also

on the Tarrytown books. They were married at Flatbush, Novem-
ber 6, 1684. Albert was three times elder at Tappan. The Minne
or Minnelay family is still found on the east side of the river,

with slightly changed spellings of the name. Riker says it came
from ^Minne Johannes who, according to him, sailed from P>ies-

land in the ship Stetin. in September, 1663. I myself have the

ship's list before me while writing, and find the name printed

"Merine Johannis. " Perhaps Riker knew this to be a blunder.

He also says '-^lanny" is another form of the name.

39. -Maria Pieters, wife of Isaac Gerritsen Blauvelt (see

above). Pieters is a patronymic. Xo information.

40. Jan Perry (or Perre) and his wife Sara Jans. These were

married in New York, ^Nlarch 17, 1686. The husband is entered

on the record as a widower. They are on the census report of

1702. Twenty-one years later, we have on the banns list at Tap-

pan. Peb. 9, and on the marriage record in New York, March 10,

1 713. Jan Perry, born in New York, first engaged and then mar-

ried to Catrina Stypers, of Germany, widow. Jan and Catrina

have four children baptized at Tappan, the last as late as i 734.

Whether the husband in both these marriages was the same man, I

do not know. But Jan Perry and Catrina Stypers were the an-

cestors of a Perr\- family that has been very noted and substantially

useful in the Tappan Church during the present century. The name
meant more than words could express to the congregation during,

and for years after, the building of the present house of worship

in 1835, but deaths have long since removed the dear ones who
bore it half a centurv ago.

41. Lowe Rynertsen. Xo information. Was he a son of

Rynier (Rynert.') ]\Iynertsen Hysseryck.'

42. Casper Sprincsteen and his wife .Maria Foos. To the

wife I find no clue. Casper was a son of Melchert (^aspersen

Springsteen, and a brother of Jeuriaen Melgertsen Springsteen (see
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al)uve). strangely (.noin^h I lind twice un the l)a])tisnial record

Casper Smidt and .Maria Foos, for Casper Springsteen and Maria

Foos. 1 can detect no family connection between Sprinj^-

steen and Sniiilt, and liave no doubt that Smidt, in the

two entries, is a clerical blunder. We must carefully distinguish

Casper Springsteen and Maria Foos of the Tappan record from

Casper Springsteen and Maria, of the Tarrytown record. The

latter is known to have been Maria, daughter of Dirck .*^torni

(see belowj. Casjter S})ring-steen and Maria .'^torm have a child

baptized at Tarrytown. April 21, 1697, while Casper Springsteen

and Maria Foos have one baptized only eight days later, April

29, 1697, at Tappan. The two Caspers were of course related, but

what the relationship was we cannot tell.

43. DiRCK Storm and his wife ^lary or Maria. These are on

both Tappan and Tarrytown records, but neither give the wife's

last name. With the baptism of one of her children, however, at

Flatbush. October 20, 1678, it is given in full as Maria Pieters

Montfort. Other Montforts, including a Pieter, are found on the

same book.

Dirck Storm was a most important man. He and his wife

came to New Amsterdam in the ship Fox in August, 1662, with

three children. They came from Hertogenbosch (Bosch or Bois

le Ducj. the capital of North Brabant, Holland. 'They lirst lived

in Harlem. In 1670 Dirck became Secretary at Brooklyn. In

1 691. he was living at Tappan, then the county seat of Orange

county, as county Clerk of Sessions. In 1702, he and his wife

(no children being named ) were reported on the Orange county

census, he himself being rated among the men over sixty years of

age. Probably he was at least sixty-eight or seventy by that time,

as he had no doubt been at least twenty-eight or thirty, when,

with three children, he came to New Amsterdam in 1662.

The children he lirought with him from Holland were prob-

ably his sons Gregoris (also written Joris), Pieter and David. To
these were added on this side, born in Harlem and Brooklvn.

Maria (Harlem dates lost), Pietronella, baptized June i, 1673.

Aeltje, baptized October 20, 1678 (died an infant), and Aeltje,

baptized October 31, 1680. At an early period, all these children

had located at Tarrytown. Gregoris (or Joris) had married Fn-

geltje Van Dyck (sometimes written Engeltje Thomas, ) daughter

of Thomas Van Dyck. (She had a son Dirck Storm, baptized Octo-
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ber 20, 1^195. \\li'> united witli the 'rarr_vt()\vn Church in 1731).

Pieter married (irietje. Davitl married Esther. Botli of these had

many children. Maria married Casper Spring-steen, Pietronella

married Pieter Sie (See) and Aeltje is on the member roll at Tar-

rytown, no husband being connected with her name. From these

children descended the Storm family of Tarrytown, more numer-

ous, between 1700 and 1800, than any other family in the region.

They still abound and, as a family, have been noted nut for their

numbers alone, but for their solid worth.

Dirck and his wife did not remove their Church connection

from their Holland home till May 13, 1670, when they united by

.letter with the Brooklyn Church. And they did not remove it

again till, in their old ag-e, they put in their letters at Tarrytown,

which was their last earthly home. How long they lived in Brooklyn

cannot now be determined. Tappan was settled in 1686. They

were located there in 1 69 1, as we have seen, and were still living

there as the Church book shows.in 1703. Dirck was a foremost man

in all work. But especially he was a religious leader. He had

probablv gone to the new settlement soon after its start, invited

and employed by the people to conduct their religious services,

take charge ot their religious life, and be the teacher of their chil-

dren. Verv naturally, when the Church was organized in 1694,

thev confirmed him in this Voorlcser (\^\\hY\c reader) relation, which

he held for the next ten years, till 1704, taking charge of the

Church records, and in all possible ways making himself useful

to the Church and the community to that date. Then he went to

Tarrytown. There in 171 5, when he was over eighty years of

ag-e, the Consistory employed him to collect the full papers and

statistics of their Church, which had been badly neglected since its

organization in 1697. He performed that work with admirable fi-

delity, and committed every scrap and item to record with his own

hand. He must have died soon after, as his familiar hand and

signature disappear from the record as soon as it is complete.

Too much cannot be said of the service he rendered to the

Churches of Taj^pan and Tarrytown. There is abundant e\'idence

through his extant work that he was one of the most cultured lay-

men of his place and time.

44. Dirck Straat and his wife, Tryntje. See under Jan

Stratemaker (or Straat) above.

45. Teuxis Talman and his wife, Brechtje Haring, sister of
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Pictcr and C'osyii Ihirini,'- (Sec above). These were the ancestors

of a h)n«>: Hne of 'ralnians. which has been prominent in the

Churches and activities of Rockhmd county to this day. I do not

know wlieii or throus^h whom the faniil}- started in America.

46. Paii.is Tjurcksen or TiRCKSEN. There were a father

and son of this name in Xew York. The father marrietl Aehje

Barents, daughter of Barentsen Kool, already mentioned, and aunt

of Jacob Kool (Cool) who joined the Tapjjan Church October 23,

1695. This man on our list was the son. The name Turcksen is

a patronymic. It early settletl into Turks, and finally into 'Turk

as a family name.

47. 'Tkums (full name 'Teixis Roelofsex) \'ax Holten and his

wife Tryntje Claes Cuyper (see above, under Cuyper). These, as

already stated, were married at Bergen, December 23, 1677. He
was from Flatlands, and she from Manhattan Island. They were

recorded with their patronymics only, thus : "Teunis Roelofsen

and I'ryntje Claes." The family name means that it came from

Houten in Utrecht, Holland. Probably Roelof Van Houten and

Claes Cuyper, the parents of these Tappan settlers, never came to

America. Teunis and Tryntje may not have gone to Tappan till

about 1692, as they had had seven children baptized in Xew York,

the last in IVIay of that year. But they were among the founders

and first received members of the Church in 1694. and later they

have upon its record four more children baptized. The first four

of their eleven children are on our lists here, Gerretje (wife of Wil-

lem Florissen Crom), and Annetje, as members received in 1695,

and Roelof and Claes as resident in 1702. The father was three

times an elder, and was noted for useful service. The two sons

named were also often in the Consistory. Teunis is on tiie Tarrv-

town records as always accompanying Domine Bertholf when he

went thereto preach. He and his wife were great grandparents of

Catharine \'an Houten. the maternal grandmother of the Rev.

Isaac D. Cole.

48. Jax W'aard or W'aart and his wife, Grietje De Puw. For

her see above. Of him I have no information.

49. James Weller and his wife, Bethe. I cannot fix these

parties. They were never members of the Tappan church.

50. Fraxs W'ey. No information.

These names have covered all the heads of families and all the



224 HISTORY OK THE CLASSIS OF PARA.ML'S

Church members at 'rapi)an duriuij^ tlie first sixteen years of the

settlement, from 1686 to 1702. A few of them were Huguenots,

but most of them were Hollanders. All of them, of both classes,

were of the Reformed faith, and all untlerstood and S])oke the

Holland language. All were faithful Church goers. They were of

the best blood of the earlv Holland ami P^rench immig'rations.

?^Iost of their names, as we have seen, ran through the Harlem,

Brooklyn, Bergen, Hackensack, Acquackanonk, and Tarrytown

Churches, as well as through their own. Thev well knew their

The Reformed Church of Tafpan.— 1716.

Bibles and their Church's liistor}-, and they were progenitors of

later men who fought valiantly in civil and Church conflicts, and of

many ministers of Christ, two of whom, in immediate succession,

tilled their own ]>ulpit for a continuous period of tifty-two years.

From the very first day of the settlement in 1686, every head of a

family had supremely on his mind the importance of religion and

education. At the very outset, while putting uii log houses for

their own temporary homes, they remembered to include one of

the same sort for Church and school purposes. This served them
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as tluir «>nly church and school lioiisc till they couhl command
sullicicnt means to cicct a more substantial structure. In 1716,

they built their first soliti church. A j)icture of it, taken from their

Church seal, ado])ted in 1783, and still in use, is herewitli fur-

nished. Xo history of its construction has come tlown to us. In

it Major Andre was tried, condemned and .sentenced in 1780. It

The Reformed Church of Tappax,— 17^

stood unchanged till 1788. when it was reconstructed with enlarge-

ment. The erdarged building stood just forty-seven years. * It is

well remembered by several persons still living. It was entirely

removed in 1835, and replaced with the present house, which is

now sixty-six years okl.

Till 1729, the congregation owned no property except its

church building and the graveyard attached, with limits nearly as

* The historv- of its construction and architecture is described in the "History of the Re-

formed Church of Tappan," of 1894.
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still seen. In 1729, Daniel dc C'lerck, Pietcr Ilarin^-. Johannes

(Gerritsen) Blauvelt, Lambert (Ariaensen) Smith and C'osyn Har-

ing-, all original patentees and perhaps the only ones then living at

Tappan, gave it ninety-seven acres of land, as a token of their

"good will and affection." The Consistory in that year, as will

be shown below, had but recently called a tirst actual pastor for

the Church, and had engaged to provide liim with a residence. At

once, u]-)i)n receiving this gift, they proceeded to erect their par-

sonage, which is still standing, but has been several times re-

paired and on one or two occasions consitlerabh' enlarged, so that

it is much changed since 1729.

The Rev. Guiliam Berthoi.f. *

Religious life, as we have already seen, was in and with the

Tappan community from the very start. The log house, put up at

once, had been faithfully used. Perhaps Dirck .^torm, of whom
some account has been given, had conducted the neighborhood re-

ligious meetings during the eight years and more that preceded the

formal founding of the Cliurch. Rut probably also, (Juiliam (Wil-

liam) Bertholf, who had come to America in ift86, and had been

at Hackensack and Acquackanonck as a lay worker from that year,

had been often on the Tappan ground and given the people en-

couragement. In 1693, the Church of Hackensack, seven yearb

old, and the Church of Acquackanonk, just organized, had sent

him to Holland to be examined and, if found (pialitied, to be or-

dained and set apart as their pastor. In February 1694, he re-

turned with full power, and at once began his work. He was the

first Reformed Church minister of Xew Jersey, and seems to have

studied all territorv ^vithin his reach, and to have faithfully used

every opportunity (jod gave him to ])romote already begun work,

and to start new work for Christ. The Church of Tappan does

not, as I formerly thought, owe its being to him. It grew out

of the vital consecration of the original Tappan settlers. But it

was organized by him October 24, 1694. and though he was

never installed over it as a pastor, he was its real founder, and

its only ministerial supervisor from 1694 till his death. For at

least thirty years, he administered its sacraments, and kept the

* The spelling is ••Guiliam," direct from the ••Huis Books," and always so wriiten in

American records that are authoritative. The Uomiiie himself generally signed his name
simply "G. Bertholf, ' but when writing in full "Guiliaem Bertholf • The '•11" is an
error, taken from the Huguenot spelling— "Guillaume," used in our early records by

Huguenot Clerks (See 'History' of the Reformed Church of Tappan," page 12).
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closest watcli oxer its niiiuites and records, which have come
down to us coni])lete lor liis wiiole ])eriod. So tar as is known,

the Church umler liis care, was always at ]:)eace and in ^ood con-

dition. The Voorlcscrs of his time were Dirck Storm first, and

later jan \'an Dalssen. Tradition rejiresents him as a man of

deep i)iety and spirituality. We do not need tradition to ])rove

to us that he was a tireless worker in his Masters cause. We
have not the date of his death, l)ut a still extant deed, hearing-

date February 16, 1626, has the signatures of himself and his

wife. He was then seventy years of age. He i^rohahly died in

that year, as he does not ajipear on any record of a later date.

It is said that his remains were interred beneath the pulpit of the

first Hackensack church. We deeply regret that no portrait has

come down to us of this eminently faithful and widely useful

man.*

I'uK Rev. Frederic ^Iizeeus.

Upon the death of Domine Bertholf, the congregation deter-

mined upon establishing a formal pastorship for itself. It was

led to the choice of the Rev. Frederic Muzelius, a young minister

born in Germany January 5, 1704, of whose history before his

settlement at Tappan nothing is now known. He was called

November, 1727, and served twenty-two years, till November,

1749, when his pastorate was dissolved. He lived about thirty-

two and a half years longer, till April 7. 1782. His remains lie

in the oldest Tappan graveyard, within a few feet of the rear of

the church. The original stone marking the spot, has out-

weathered almost a dozen decades. The inscription upon it is

easily legible still. It is given here with exact spelling and pointing.

"Here Lies Inter"d the Body of Rev. Frederic Muzelius, who
Departed This Life the Seventh of April, One Thousand Seven

Hundred Eighty Two. Born in Germany Anno Domini, One
Thousand 1704, Aged 78 Years, Three Months, Two Days."

Of Domine Muzelius' scholarship or pulpit power, no testi-

mony remains. Nor can we judge what results he would have

left behind him as a pastor, had there been united and peaceful

conditions around him in his congregation. His ministry fell

upon a time of fearful strain in our American Reformed Church.

*Kora sketch of the Rev. Guiliara Bertholf, seep. i6S of this volume: also the His-
tory of the Reformed Church of Tappan."
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I'^roni its start in 162S, it luul been so absolutely subject to the

mother Church in Holland, that every American contem])latin!^

the ministry, had been compelled to cross the ocean to study, or

at least to be examined, ordained and installed. This had now-

been going on tor a liundretl years. I5ut meanwhile the Church

had been growing, liy the beginning of Domine Muzelius' min-

istry, many were clamoring for the establishment of a college

and a seminary in America, and for the founding here of a

Coetus (or Classis) with power to examine, ordain and install.

But there was a large opposing element. Many were for a Con-

ferentie (or Conference body) which should cherish the existing

connection. The story of the conflict is an old and long one.

Two bodies, respectively known as "'rhe Ccx?tus" and "The

Conferentie"' were organized, and a ct)nrtict, whose details came

to till volumes of record, started on its way and lasted for many
years. The Tappan congregation was terribly rent by it. Dom-
ine Muzelius at tirst seemed to favor the Cctdus, but soon gave

himself up with his whole soul to the Conferentie. His entire

Consistory and most of his people were for the Ctt'tus. The

Domine developed such a spirit during the years that it became

necessary to suspend him from the ministry. The Classis of

Amsterdam, which had at first attributed his zeal to intense de-

votion to the mother Church, finally seeing that he was a victim

of ungovernable passion and dangerous to the Church, concurred

first in his censure and then in his suspension. This brought

his jKistorate to an enforced end in N(n'ember, 1749. I^y mutual

agreement the Church furnished to him during his subsequent

long period of retirement a residence and an annuity. He bound

himself by a written compact* in the sum of two hundred

pounds, not to preach or perform any ministerial acts publicly or

privately in Reformed congregations in the Adcinity, and not to

foment or encourage schisms, divisions or dissensions among the

people of the said congregations. Yet from his suspension till his

death, more than thirty-two years, he kept up a continuous vio-

lation of this compact. In 1768, he actually organized a schis-

matic congregation in Tappan. This congregation he held to-

gether till 1779—eleven years—when it broke down, partly no

doubt as the result of his own old age and infirmity, but jirob-

ably more yet as an outcome of the glorious Reformed Church

* See "Hi.story of the Reformed Church of Tappan," p. 66.
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jieace of 1771, whose clTccl must by that time have been accejited

by tlie entire American people. All this history is very paintul,

ot" course. 'I'hat the Tappan Chui-ch outli\-e(l its period is ])rool

of (li\ine \italit_\- in oui' Lord's Church as an institution. It is a

historic comment on Ilis own words -''I'lie i^ates ot hell shall

not prevail against it.

'"

>

I'he business de\'elopment of the Church under Domine

Mu/.clius' ministry (1727-1741;) was important. It came into

pi)ssession 01 its ninetv-seven acres of land in 1729. I''itty-five

of these acres lay to the north and west of the church, and lorty-

two acres, all woodland, lay about a mile to the south in New

Jersey. The ])arsona^-e, as statetl, was built at once on the re-

ceivinii^ of the land. The numerical <j;-rowth was also im])ortant,

as there was no other Church within many miles to which new-

comers could resort. Two hundred and eighty persons were

added to the communion, all but sixty-six of them on profession

of their faith. The baptisms during the period were 1 125.

During the month after this pastorate closed. December,

i74y), the Reformed Church of New Hempstead (now Clarks-

town was organized as an offshoot from Tappan. From 1749 to

1830—eighty-one years—the two Churches maintained joint re-

lations, having but one pastor between them. They were first

served by Domine Verbryck from 1740 to 1784. and last by

Domine Lansing from 1784 to 1830. From 1830 they have

maintained separate pastoral relations.

The Rev. Samuel Verbryck.

The second pastor of the Church was the Rev. Samuel Ver-

bryck. He was born April ^o, 1721, at Raritan, X. J.
He

studied under Domines John Leydt. John H. Goetschius, Ben-

jamin Van der Linde, and 'Lheodorus J.
Frelinghuysen. His

ministerial record begins with a commendation of him to the

Coetus by Domine Frelinghuysen, as "a most diligent scholar

and of fine promise." At the Domine's suggestion, the Coetus

asked and obtained permission of the Classis of Amsterdam to

examine him and license him to the ministry. He was licensed

in November, 1749. 'Lhe two congregations of Tappan and New

Hempstead sent him a joint call dated June 17, 1740. The call

was approved by the Coetus at its fall meeting, and he was reg-

ularly ordained and installed September 11. 1 used to hear in

mv boyhood from people who had been his parishioners, splen-
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(lid trilmtes to tlie maiil}' cluiracter of Doiuine \'erl)ryck, but do

not renieniber e\-er to have heard aUusioiis to him as a preacher.

What was especially maj^nitied hy his old friends was his re-

markal)le fitness for his very ])eculiar times. I well knew all his

four sons, and recei\'ed much from them concernin*^ their father.

His record is well preserved. He was called to face the most

desperate strut^gles both in Church and state, and he carried

himself throu,y:h them with wonderful judgment and courage,

and with wonderful success. Within his Church circle he had

close at his side from first to last the bitter ]\Iuzelius, always de-

faming him and ])lotting against him. Strange to say, his

treacherous foe had some following in the Tappan Church and

even among ministers in the country. I have spoken of the

schismatic Church he started in 1768. We have its record book

in our possession. It shows 165 baptisms, giving of course the

names of the parents. It reveals through these names to some

extent, the strength of his adherents, and the numlier of the fam-

ilies he drew off from the Tappan Church. From this record we

may understand the local conditions he was compelled to con-

front. And then, witliin the wider circle of the whole Reformed

denomination, he was called to the handling of a great trust.

Devoted as he was to the views of the Coetus, he became one of

strong leaders to whom we owe the starting of our college at

New l^runswick in 1766. He was one of its trustees from its

organization to his death. Then too, it must be remembered

that within his time, the American Revolution occurred. He

was tlevotedlv attached to the American cause, sacrificed much

for it, and is said to have but narrowly escaped arrest and im-

prisonment for his zeal. Tappan is eminently historic ground.

It was the county seat of Orange county at the time. Its Court

House of the day, built in 1739, w^as burned in 1774, it was be-

lieved, by the loyalists. The result was the removal of the

county seat to New City. 'I'he Andre episode of 1780 also con-

nects with Tappan. .\ndre was confined in the village tavern,

built in 1755 and still standing, but he was tried, condemned

and sentenced in the Reformed Church, and executed on the

hill to the west of the village. Before the war came to an end,

the Domine was obliged to change his residence to Clarkstown

as a measure of safety. (J)n Sabbath morning, January 25, 1784,

he was taken ill at the residence of one of his sons at Tappan
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just as liis pc()])le were L^'atluM-ini:^ at (lie Church to hear him

preach. lie died on the tonowiuL;' Satui"(ha\', |aiiuar\' 31. Ilis

remains were iiiteri'cd on .MoixhaN', l*"ehruar_\' 2, in a new ceme-

tery, wliicli had just then been set a])ai"t on the west siile of the

(Ireenhush (now I5hiu\elt) road. His s^Tave was prohahlv tlie

first opened in that j^round.

I'he C'luirch record of haptisiris under Domine X'erbryck, as

in lact Irom 1694 to now, is perfect. The total numl)er of l)ai)-

tisms tor this pastorate was 11 53. The meml)er roll for this per-

iod, h()we\'er, is very defective. It was lost. All we have of it

now was made u\) from in<pn"ry and memory durinsj^ the later

period of Domine Lansing. The marria^^e record from 1754 to

1784 is wholly lost. No pro])erty transaction of prominence

connects with the time of Domine Verbryck. The Church se-

cured incorporation for itself in New^ York state in 1783, and in

New Jersey at a little later date.

The Rev. Nicholas Lansing.

The thirtl pastor of the Church was the Rev. Nicholas Lan-

sing-. He Avas a representative of one of the oldest families of

Albany, N. Y. , a descendant of Frederick Lansing, of the to\vn

of Hassel, in the province of Overyssel, Netherlands, whose son,

(ierritt Frederick Lansing, settled in Albany about 1650. His

parents were John Jacob Lansing, born in 171 5, and Catharina,

daughter of Nicholas Schuyler and Flsie Wendell. He was born

at Albany, September 20, 1748. In early life he was master of a

sailing vessel, running between New York and Albany. While

pursuing this calling he was converted, when about thirty years

of age, and not a great while thereafter believed himself called of

God to the Gospel ministry. He was called to the joint pastor-

ate of the Tappan and New Hempstead Churches, August 11,

and installed December 5, 1784. Idiis joint pastorate he held

till April, 1830, when at nearly eighty years of age he gave up

New Hempstead, by that time long known as Clarkstown. In

his pastorate at Tappan, however, he continued live years

longer, till his death on the twenty-sixth of September, 1835.

His remains, like those of Domine Verbryck, lie in the ceme-

tery on the west side of the Blauvelt road.

During Domine Lansing's time, the old church of 17 16 was

rebuilt with enlargement in 1788, and the parsonage underwent
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extensive chang^es in 1797 and again in 1835. The t'ortv-two

acres of woodland in New Jersey were sold early in his ministry.

The first church building at Clarkstown, erected in 1752, gave

way to a new church in 1825. The Greenbush (now Blauvelt)

Presbyterian Church was formed in 181 2, and the Xyack Presby-

terian Church in 18 16, both from his Tappan and Clarkstown

congregations. Both would have been Reformed Churches, but

for resolute opposition with which Domine Lansing and his Con-

sistory resisted their formation. Early in Domine \'erbryck's

ministry, the ''English Presbyterian Church" of New Hempstead,

and the Reformed Church of West New Hempstead had been

formed out of the Church of Clarkstown. And again in 1822,

the famous "Secession" under its assumed name of "The True

Reformed Dutch Church" had drawn off families from both the

Tappan and Clarkstown Churches. Through all these move-
ments began and went forward great historic changes upon the

territory with which the Tappan Church had started in 1694. At

its organization, it commanded the whole area of the present

Rockland county, and a very large portion of the northern part

of Bergen county, N. J., besides. At the death of Domine Lan-

sing, with very few exceptions, not a family of the congregation

lived more than four miles away from the church.

The period of Domine Lansing at Tappan was not locally

eventful. Of course the war of 18 12 occurred while it was pass-

ing, but Tappan did not tryingly feel it. An interesting event

took place in 182 1—the exhumation and removal to F.ngland of

the remains of ^Nlajor Andre. I think the Domine took some part

in a brief service held at the time.

No portrait of Domine Lansing or of any one of his prede-

cessors has come down to us. This is matter for deep regret, as

they were all historic men. The personality of Domine Lansing

was wonderfully unique. Already it has long been a subject of

legendary spell, and it is sure to become more so as the years go
on. But the chief characteristics of the man were his godly life,

his soul-possessing convictions, his doctrinal solidity and his

pulpit power. As to person, figure and movements he was tall,

gaunt and ungainly. He was in such feeble health when he be-

gan his studies that his relatives opposed the step, antl his physi-

cian insisted that he would never reach the pulpit. Yet he

gained instead of losing in strength, and enjoyed a phenomenal
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vij^or throuiL^liout his whole ministerial lite. lie wore the Con-

tinental dress until the day of his death. thoviL^di it had lieen so

long- discardctl that to most people it had already become a real

curiosity. All his movements and words were nervously impul-

sive and many of them were tiery and im])assi()nate. His life

was a perpetual drive of energy applied to all matters alike,

whether small or great. Yet he never broke down in his work.

His whole nature was pervaded with his religion, and with the

spirit of consecration to his [Master. He was an indefatigable

student of the Bible in its original, and also of the Latin and

Greek fathers, and of the Latin theologians. He acquired much
control over the scriptures, and his devotion to prayer was re-

markable, causing him at times to spend a whole night in prayer.

He knew every chord of the heart and every sensation of it. His

sermons were enriched with delineations in which as in a glass

every Spirit-led hearer could see his own exercises reflected and

explained. His last sermon was delivered September 13, 1835,

and is said to have been one of the most powerfully impressive

discourses of his life. In it he summed up the teaching of his

ministry by saying, •'! have never preached to you, 'Do and

Live,' but alwavs •Li\-e and Do."
'"

The Avorld. both at home and abroad, during his half century

at Tappan, made wonderful advance. Especially the Church of

God unspeakably widened its field. The century of modern

missions dawned. The ports of the world began to open. Signs

of the coming of the kingdom vastly multiplied and brightened.

The Domine saw these signs, and they stirred his Christ-loving

soul to its deepest depths. His later sermons wxre full of en-

thusiasm. ]\Iy own child nature entered into them and was in-

tensely moved. One of the brightest of my memories connects

him with the 35th chapter of Isaiah. He read through its thrill-

ing words the coming of the glory, and I am sure he thought it

was not far away. I wcMider how he sees and thinks about it now I

The Rev. Isaac D. Cole.

The fourth pastor of the Church was the Rev. Isaac D. Cole.

He was a son of the Church. All his ancestral lines both of his

father's and his mother's sides, had been with the Tappan settle-

ment and Church from their very start. The name Cool (Cole)

came into the Church membership in October, 1^95, and had
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Thk Ri-.v. Isaac I). Cole

probably been in the locality in 1694, when the Church was or-

ganized. And the names \'an \'orst. .Meyer and \'an Houten, all

of his maternal ancestry, were in it

equally early, the first having been

among the original patentees. This

])ast()r \\-as literally a son of the Tap-

])an Church, and his lines have never

been unrepresented in it tf) this day.

The line of Jacob Cool has given live

of its sons to the ministry of the Gos-

pel, three of whom have served in the

aggregate of their terms, more than

a century in pastorates in the Re-

formed Church.*

After his graduation from the Sem-

inary in 1829, he became at once an

assistant to Domine Lansing, then eighty-one years of age,

still pastor of the two Churches of Tappan and Clarks-

town. and preaching in the two on alternate ."-^abbaths. His

work in this assistant relation calling for but half his time, the

other half was in April, 1830, engaged by the North Church of

Schraalenburgh, which was, at that time, jointly with Hacken-

sack, under the past(jrate of the Rev. [ames \". C. Romeyn.
These relations continued till A])ril, 1831. when the assistant was
called, ordained and installed at Tappan as an associate ]iastor. He
kept up his services at Schraalenburgh, however, in addition to his

work at Tappan. till December, 1832, when both were terminated

by his acceptance of a call to the Second Reformed Church of

Totowa, at Paterson, X. ]. After a service of just one year in

that Church, being recalled by his old people to the associate

pastorship with Domine Lansing, under adequate provision for

his support, he returned to Tappan, December, 1833, and began

that long ministry there which was not tinally closed by Classi-

cal act till Fel)ruary 9, 1864. He had, however, resigned in Oc-

to])er, 1863, and had since that time been only awaiting that act

for his formal release. In all. he was in the active ministry

thirty-four years, all but one of which were given to this Church.

His wife, Anna Maria Shatzel, granddaughter on her mother's

see Dr. Cole'.s "History of Uie Reformed Church of Tappan, ' and the sketch of

.Second Totcwa Church in this volume. — Eds.
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side of l-'.l)cne/.er Wood, deputy sherilT of ( )ran,i^e county for the

tiftv vears precedinj^ the erection of Kocl<hind county in 1798,

died Aui^ust 16, 1863. This event, concurrinj^ with his own i.i-

creasin^- vears and consciously diniinishin,t^ streng-fh for his

heavy ])astoral worl<. deterniineil him u])on the retirement from

active service which so soon followed. I lis last fourteen and a

half years of earthly life were spent at Sprini,^ \alley, N. V.. where

he had been born January 25. 1799. His death occurred August

30, 1878.

The present house of worship, built in 1S35, the enlargement

The Reformed Church of T.appax,— 1835-

of the parsonage to the north in the same year, and the erection

of the present lecture room in 1859, were the prominent business

transactions of the Church during my father's period. The prom-

inent national event was the outbreak of our Civil War of 1861 to

1865. The draft of this war on Rockland county for men and

means, felt severely within the first year of the next pastorate, is

detailed in the two county histories written in recent years.

The records of the Church, kept by my father himself from

1829 to 1864, are complete. None of its baptisms or marriages
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have been printed, but its Consistorymen and its members received

are all ]irinted with the Church history of 1894.

The C'liurch founder and its first four pastors whose ])eriotls I

have thus reviewed, have all passed from the earth. All of them,

except Domine Bertholf, arc slee])in^r as to their remains, in the

g-rave yards of the 'ra])pan Church. Their at^gregate length of

service amounted to 170 years—an average of thirty-four years to

each. If there are any others, are there many Churches in the land

that can show a record like this.'

From 1864, there have been three successive pastors in charge,

all of whom are still living,—the Rev. George ^lancius Smedes

Blauvelt, 1864-1882, the Rev. W. Hall Williamson, 1 883-1 889,

and tlie Rev. Matthew Newkirk 01i\X'r, who was installed in No-

venU)er 1890, and is the pastor of today. The statistics of these

ministers and the prominent events of their periods may be given,

but the time for characterization of the men has of course not yet

come.

The Rev. (^eorce M. S. Bi.aivelt.

The fifth pastor was the Rev. George IVI. S. Blauvelt. He

was born at Lamington, X. J., December 8, 1832, was gra^lu-

ated from the University of the City of New York in 1850, and

from Princeton Seminary in 1853; was ordained by the Presby-

tery of Passaic, September 21, of the

same year, and was pastor of Presby-

terian Churches successively at Ches-

ter, N. J., Racine, Wis., and Lyons

Farms, N. ]., from 1853 to 1864. His

call to Tappan was approved antl ac-

cepted in Classis at its session of I'V-b-

ruarv 9, 1864. He began his work at

once, and continued at Ta])pan about

eighteen }ears and a half, till the fall

of 1882, wlu-n he accepted a call to

Faston, Pa. In 1890, he liecame jnis-

tor of the Reformeil Church of Franklin

The rf.v. Gkorge M. s. blauvei.t. p.^i-l<^^ (formcrlv Si.x Mile Run) N. J.,

where he continues in active service at tlie i)resent time.

The Rev. Mr. Blauvelt is descended from Gerrit Hendricksen

(Blauvelt) of Deventer, Holland, through his third son, Johannes
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Cierritscn (Hlauvclt), one of the orii^inal 'lappan patentees, a ftninder

of the Tappan thurch, ami one of its hmd-givers of 1729. * His
father was the Rev. William Warren Klauvelt, D. D., born in 1800,

a graduate of Queen's College in 1814, a noted teacher and minister

of the Gospel, and widely known in his day as the able and faithful

pastor, for sixty-two years, of the Presbyterian Church of Laming-
ton, X. J. Me died in 1888. His wife was Anna Maria Hutton, a

sister of the late Rev. Mancius H. Hutton, I). D.. of New Y(jrk

city, and a granddaughter of Domine -Mancius, a Reformed Church
minister of more than a hundred years ago. Rev. Dr. Elauvelt had
two uncles who were ministers in our Church, and has left behind
him, besides the former Tappan pastor, another son, the Rev,
Isaac Alstyne Blauuelt, long a pastor in the Presbyterian fold.

The first year of the Rev. ?\Ir. Elauvelts pastorate at Tappan
coincided with the closing year of our Civil War, and was full to

him and his Church of interesting incidents. * Under the loneo
ministry of his predecessor, the Reformed Church of Piermont had
been organized in 1838, and other Churches had come into being
at Closter and Norwood. These new organizations had drawn off

some families from the Tappan congregation, but it had kept up its

numerical and financial strength. It was in good condition when
the new pastor was installed. The year 1864 found high prices

prevailing, but money was abundant, and the Church moved on
with vigor. Costly work was at once done upon the parsonage,

and expensive improvements, including the buildingof a fine organ,

were made in the church. The people stood by the pastor with

strong support. Much money was raised and all expenses were
readily met. The Church audiences kept up through the whole
eighteen and a half years. They were remarkable especiallv for

the number of young men always in attendance. Yet in the late

days of this pastorate, it was noticed that deaths brought trying

losses not made up to the Church. Many noted supporters passed
away and were not replaced. The old farms came up for sale, and
were bought by persons who had no interest in the village Church,

some of them no interest in any Church or even in religion as a

cause. Before this pastor left in 1882, he felt that the Church had
lost at least some of the strength it had, during most of his time, so

happily enjoyed.

*See ••History of the Refonned Church of Tappan," pp.iio-112. Also p. 215 of this volume.

* See sketch of his life in the ••Historj- of the Reformed Church at Tappan. '
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ThK ]\K\-. W. HaI.I. WllLIAMSON.

The sixth pastor of the Church weis the Rev. \V. Hall Wil-

liamson. The family is of Holland descent and for several gen-

erations has resided at Xeshanic, X. ]. There is the old home-

stead, still in the possession of the family and there, in the same

old village, Mr. Williamsons great-grandparents, Cornelius Wil-

liamson and his wife. Magdalene, daughter of Carpenter Hall,

of English ancestry, were born,—the former, September i8,

1776; the latter, February 29, 1778. He is the son of Isaac

\'an Doren Williamson and Maria Louisa Schenck. He was

born at Flagtown, X. )., April 26, 1855. He graduated from

Rutgers College in 1873, '*^i""i followed civil engineering un-

til 1S76. In this year he was con-

verted, and after teaching school

for two years at Xeshanic, entered

the Theological ."seminary at Xew
Brunswick, and was graduated and

licensed to the ministry in 1881. He
at once became pastor of the Re-

formed Church at Annandale, X. J.

His pastorate here was eminently

successful. The Church j^rospered

under his care, and not only its con-

stituents, but the whole commu-
nity, regretted his departure. He
was called to Tappan lulv 2, and

The Rkv. W. Hall Willi.\mson. ' -' '

installed July 19, 1883. His pas-

torate continued al)out six years and a half, till December, 1889,

when he exchanged it for that of the Reformed Church of Irv-

ing Park, 111. On the first of May, 1890, he was installed pas-

tor of the First Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, ?klichigan.

He is now settled as pastor of the Second Reformed Church of

Philadelphia, to which he was called more than a year ago.

The period of the Rev. 'Sir. Williamson at Tappan, did not

bring up prominent business transactions. But it was remarka-

ble for a powerful revival of religion in the vicinity and the

Church. The awakening began in Piermont. but (piickly spread

into the surrounding country. It became very active at Tappan.

The Church held preaching services every night for six weeks,

neighboring pastors assisting the Rev. Mr. Williamson in his
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continuous work. I'Orty-tive ])ers<)ns were added to the Church

at the April communion. Whole families came toj^cther. and

there were cases in which the children led the parents. The

work had a deep effect upon the villa<<e, which had been notahly

careless on the subject of reli,t,non. It took on a new character.

The i)astorate of the Rev. Mr. Williamson will stand out in the

(luirch's history as the seas(jn of this revival, which can never

be forg-otten by any who shared in its upliftini,'- power.

Till- Kkv. .Maiiiikw N. ( )i,ivki<.

The seventh and present pastor of the Church is Rev. Mat-

thew Xewkirk Oliver. His father, James Oliver, M. D., traces

descent from Andrew Oliver, who came to America from county

Armagh, in the north of Ireland, al)Out

1740, and settled in Marl)letown, Ul-

ster county, X. ^'.. where he married

Ann, daug-hter of Daniel Brodhead.

His mother, Gitty, daug-hter of Cor-

nelius C. Cole and Christina R(jw,

traces descent from Tennis Bastiaen-

sen Kool, who first appeared in Amer-

ica in 1663.* He was born in Marble-

town. November 12, 1834, was pre-

])are(l for college at the Liberty Nor-

mal Institute. Sullivan county, the

Kingston Acatlemy and the Dutchess

County Academy. He graduated from

Cnion College in 1857. He beg-an to

study law. but was compelled by failing health to seek recuper-

ation on his father's farm. His sister's death led him to change

his views as to a profession, and his health improving he entered

the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, and graduated

therefrom in 1871. He was ordained and installed at Clover Hill.

N. I.. lulv II. 1.S71. In this charge he remained for thirteen

years. May 6. 1884. he became pastor of the Church of Rosen-

dale, N. v., where a very successful ministry was terminated by

his call from the Church of Tappan.

He was installed at Tappan on the second of November, 1890,

This corrects a slight error in the "History of the Reformed Church of Tappan."

See "Documentar>- History of Xew York," Vol. III. p. 6l: also Judge Marius Schoon-

maker's "History of Kingston," which gives Mr. Oliver's Cole ancestrj- clearly.

The Rev. M.^tthkw N. Oliver.
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and has now been in the service of the Church about ten years. In

a letter written to me early in his pastorate, he wrote in part as

follows :

'The rap])an Church is passing through one of those crises

which visit every congregation. It is in a state of transition from
the old to the new order of things. The congregation is very dif-

ferent from M'hat it was during the long pastorates of the former
ministers. The personnel of the congregation is rapidly changing.

New villages with new churches are springing up along the lines of

the railroads. Travelling facilities are bringing in a new class of

people. The work to be done is in some respects similar to that

of forming a new congregation. In another respect it is one of re-

adjustment to a new order of things. The church can never regain

its original territorial proportions. But there is a possibility for

the new element to be won over, and blended in time into a strong

organization. Such a work is necessarily slow."

This description is in line with what had at the time been for

more than a score of years a growing forecast. Depletion had set

in. * The families who tilled the gloriously x'igorous Church of the

first two hundred years, are nearly all gone. They gave to the gen-

eral Church anil to the world at large descendants who still live

but have left their original home. The Tappan of the future will

be a new settlement. The quaint old village, hitlden behind the

Palisades since 1686, has already begun to feel, and will feel more

and more the grasping life of the great city so near at hand.

Families have disappeared, but they will be replaced. Church

pews have lost their occupants, but they will be again in demand.

The present pastor understands all this. Willing to "spend and

be spent" for a Church whose history tills his soul with pride, he is

taking in the situation, and plodding on in the faith of a future for

his Church, nearer at hand, perhaps, than some of his people think.

One of the great incidents of the Church during his pastorate was

its bi-centennial celebration in October 1894. f He devoted him-

self with unsurpassed earnestness to preparation for it, and his Con-

sistory and people stood with him to make it a success. He has

been keeping all along a manuscript journal of the events of his

ministry at Ta])pan during this last decade of the nineteenth cen-

tury. He is noted for his largeness of heart, his interest in the

* See my address delivered at Nyack, N. V., February 22, 1.S9S, at the centennial exer-

cise of the founding of Rockland county, published in Nyack the next day. t The " His-

tory of the Reformed Church of Tappan, " to which reference is made in this article,

was prepared and published by Dr. Cole, at the request of the Consistory of the Tap-

pan Church, in commemoration of the Bi-centennial Anniversary.
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poor and suffering, and the coura<(e<Ju.s fidelit\- with wiiitli he with-

stands everything^ he thinks will hurt, and sustains everything he

thinks will help the h^cality and the Church. Both need the wil-

ling support of the few who remain from the old stock of the past,

and the cheerful help of new comers of Christian character, good

judgment, and consecrated worldly means. The region is one of

exceptional beauty. Its attractions have long been acknowledged.

Its day of awakening can not be long delayed. Prayer has been

earnest for it. The .Master has earnest praying people in it now.

It can not be considered poor even as to material possessions. A
most valuable portion yet remains in its hands of the land gift of

1729. In the event of a strain greater than any condition of the

present threatens, this might become its God-given strength to

carry it through. We commend it to the faith and prayer of all

who have loved it. The Lord has done wonderful things for it in

the past. He will do even more wonderful things for it in the fu-

ture, of which its coming children will take note and which will

make them glad.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF PARAMUS

The Rev. William H. Vkoom, D. D.

THE exact date of the organization of this Church is unknown.

Its earliest ofticial records have been lost. There is docu-

UK-ntary evidence that it was in existence and enjoyed the minis-

trations of a regular pastor as early as 1725.

A few interesting facts concerning some of the earliest set-

tlers of this region ha\e been preserved in an liistorical discourse

by the Rev. A.. 13. Winheld, published in 1853. From this and

other sources we have obtained the following items. One of the

first white settlers of this region was Albert Sal)oroweski, who

emigrated to this country from Poland in the Dutch ship "Fox" in

the year 1662. He was then twenty years old; in due time he

married a Miss Vantler Linde, and settled in Hackensack. He
had tive sons from whom the numerous Zabriskies of Bergen

county and vicinity are descended. John, the eldest, settled oil

the homestead in Hackensack. Jacob, the second son, was stolen

by the Indians at seven years of age, but was after some time re-

covered, and, having learned the Indian language, became an

interpreter. The Indians chaimed that tliey had taken him

for that purpose. His fatl^o-r, through these transactions, ob-

tained from the Indians a title to a large tract of land containing

1977 acres, and called, on an old sur\ey()r's map, "The New Par-

anuis Patent."" Here Jacob eventually settled, andbuilthis house

m 1713 on a farm, near Blauvelt"s mill, lately come in possession

of Albert (1. H()]iper. The thinl son, (ieorge, settled in Schraal-

enburgh; Henry, the fourth son, in the Point, on the place now

owned by Albert P. Zabriskie; Christian, the hfth son, on what

is known as the \\'es.sel property, now in jjossession ot Cornel-

ius Z. Board. The Paramus Patent extended from the homestead

of .Mrs. Peter Board on the south, about four miles north to the

residence of the late Steiihen .'^. Berdan, and from the Sadtlle
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l\i\(.T (111 tlir wt'sl, oiu' and one liall miles cast to the Sprout

Brook. Tin.' iiauu' I'araiiius is said lo Ik- (UTi\rd Iroiii the Indian

"l'crL'nicssin<4", ' so called ln\-aiise it abounded in wild turkey.

The lirst while settlers called it "I'eieiiusse, ' ironi which it he-

eanie i^raduallv ehan^ed to its pri'sent loiin.

lloiiokus, loi-nierK' called 1 1 oppertow n, was settled 1>\' [olin

llopper in 1712, w ho no (h)ulit was one of the first of that naivie

in the couiit\ ; his deseendents ai'e \'ery numerous.

Saddle l\i\er was lirst settled by the Hoppers and Ackermans.

Aaron Ackerman was |)r()bal)ly the first of that name in this coun-

try. He came from Holland, and built where Al)ram Aekerman

Blauvelt now resides. That property has remained in the family

to the present time, Mrs. Blauvelt being a descendant of the orig-i-

iial proprietor in the direct line.

A description of this res4;ion in 1778, written by an officer in

the Revolution, and found in the Historical Collection, says :

"This town is chiefly inhabited by Dutch people. Their

church and dwelling houses are built of roug-h stone, one story

hig-h. There is a peculiar neatness in the appearance of their dwel-

lings, having an airy piazza supported hy pillars in front, and their

kitchens connected at the ends in the form of wings. The land is

remarkably level, and the soil fertile; and, being generally advan-
tageously cultivated, the people appear to enjoy ease and a hap])y

competency. The furniture in their houses is of the most ordinary

kind, and such as might be supposed to accord with the fashion of

the days of Queen Anne. They despise the superfluities of life,

and are ambitious to appear always neat and cleanly, and never to

complain of an empty purse. "*

Though there be no direct evidence, it cannot be doubtetl, that

the Gospel was first preached in this place by that devoted man of

God, Guilliam Bertholf, who was settled over the Churches of

Hackensack and Ac(juackanonk from 1694 to 1724, and also sup-

plied Tappan during the same period. Considering the vast extent

of countr)' over which he assumed a pastoral oversight, his visits

to this settlement must have been few; but the people lived within

the sphere of his regular charge, and attended upon his ministry,

either at Hackensack, Act[uackanonk, or Tappan, according to

their proximity to those Churches It appears that the close of

Bertholf's ministrv was marked by the organization of the two new
' .See Winfield's Historical Discourse, pp. 14— 17.
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C'liurclies of SchraakMi!)urL(h and Paraiuus. 'I'licso were now JdjikmI

with Ilackciisack in one pastoral ciiarg-<j.

I'hK RkV. J\KIN"HAI<I)I I'.kick/.on.

The first minister called under this arranijeMient, and, there-

fore, the iirst ])astor at Paramus was Keinhardt I'.rickzon, whose

ministry bej^an in 1725 and continued three years. He was born

about 1700, and was educated in Holland. llie records of the

Classis of .Amsterdam, lately recovered b\' Dr. l'.. T. Corwin, show

that he was e.vamineil, and ordained by the layin,^- on of hands,

by the Classis of .Amsterdam, on .September 3, 1725, for the ))ur-

pose of accepting- the call, '^authorized by the Consistory ot the

Reformed Church of New Barljadoes, [Hackensack], Schraalen-

burgh and Peeremus. situated in Xew Jersey."*

A letter written by him to his brother-indaw, the Rev. Henricus

Coens, in 1725, also menti(jns that he was then the minister at

"Hackensack, Schraalenburgh anil Peeremus." Here we are

upon sure ground.

The results of Krickzon's ministry cannot now be stated, on

account of the loss of the early records of the Church, Init his sub-

sequent ministry in .Schenectady, X. V.. was very successtul. 'Tie

was of considerable intellectual ability, highly esteemed by his

ministerial associates, and influential in the councils ot the

Church. He was the first president of the C<etus. His last pas-

toral charge wa.s at Freehold and Middletown, X. ]., where, after

twenty-eight years of service, he fell a victim to the drinking cus-

toms of the day and was excluded from the ])uli)it. He died in

1771.
"'*

TuK Rkv. (jeorck W. APwcirs.

After a vacanc\' of two years, a sec<jnd i)astor was calletl in

1730, in the ])erson of George W. ^lancius, who served this

Church together with Schraalenburgh about two years. He was

a y(jung man, and not connected with the Classis of Amsterdam at

the time of his settlement, but afterwards, in 1732, placed himself

under its care. In that year the Church of Kingston, X. V.,

made a call upon him and enjoyed his services during the re-

mainder of his active life. 'I"he C(jetus controversy raged during

his time, and, while he was at first strong-Iy in fa\-or of the inde-

.\cts of Cla.ssisof Anisterdam,'' Vol. XXII, p. si.

"Brick Cliiireh Memorial" by the Rev. T. W. Welle.s, 1S77. and Corwin's .Manual, p. 257.
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pcmlencc of tlic American Churclies, he became very conservative,

and finally joined the C'onferentie. He built uj) a powerful

Church in Kingston with a menil)ership of 420 at tlie close of his

labors, anil died September 6. 1762.

There was as yet no Churcli edifice at Paranuis. and services

must have been held in some ])ri\ate buildins^. The erection of a

church, however, had been under contemplation for several years.

As earlv as November 17, 1726, Peter I'^auconier had y)laced in the

hands of the ])e()pleof Paramus a written ])romise on behalf of

himself and his partners, to convey to them a piece of land, "just

over the Saddle River adjoining- to John Boskirck's land, for the

encouragement of their erecting of a protestant Church, and the

procuring of a minister to serve the same." And on December 26,

1 730, he executed a similar paper now in the archives of the Church,

in which he alluded to the former paper, and definitely proposed

to convey to the two Churches of Schraalenburgh and Paramus

jointly, forty-five acres of land as before described, on condition

"that there shall be in both churches a tit place appropriated for

seven of the owners of the said tract, or their heirs to sit in for-

ever, " and also that "the intended minister" (alluding probably to

George \\'. Mancius who was about to settle over these Churches)

"and his successors do actually come and live thereon." It is

not surprising that the people did not accede to this proposal.

Now that Mr. INIancius was gone, the congregation was with-

out both church and minister. It was very difficult to obtain min-

isters in those days and no regular pastor was settled again

for about sixteen years. Nevertheless, the people were not wholly

deprived of the preaching of the Word, for Antonius Curtenius, who

was the pastor at Hackensack. and for the latter portion of the term

at Schraalenburgh also: and Johannes Van Driessen of Acquack-

anonk, supplied the pulpit from time to time and administered

the sacraments. The baptismal register shows that that rite was

frequent'}- administered. The vitality of the Church is also shown

by the fact, that, though destitute of a pastor, they proceeded dur-

ing the vacancy to the erection of a Church edifice and carried the

work to completion.

The First Chirch Edifice.

A meeting of the Consistory and congregation was held on

January 15, 1734. at the house of Johannes Wynkoop; when Con-



246 HISTORY OF THE CI.ASSIS OF PAKAMl'S

radus Vanderbeck and ]()liaiim-s W'vnkoo]) were chosen as a com-

mission to build the church. They were to act ni accordance with

an elaborate set of reg-ulations. embracing- sixteen articles, drawn
up and adopted by that meeting^. In them provision was made
tor a just and satisfactory apportionment of the seats when the

building- should be completed, so that the rights of every j^erson

who contributed to the enterprise in money, materials, or lal)or.

should be secured. Special provision was made for the old and

deaf and indigent persons, by the assig-nment of favorable sittings

to their use: also for the preservation of sound doctrine by the ex-

clusion from the pulpit of all ministers not properly authenticated.

On April 21, 1735, the corner-stone was laid. The site was

almost the same as that of the present church. The ground was

furnished by Peter Fauconier. It was not the forty-five acres

formerly alluded to, but the plot occupied by the present build-

ings— churcli. cha])el and sheds— and the old graveyard ad-

joining- the church. As a consideration for the same, he was
guaranteed the use of seats for himself and his wife, and their

heirs, for a continual ])ossession to be exempt from all charges

by the Church, except for the minister's salary. This agreement

was faithfidly executed. The building, like most of the Dutch

churches of that period, was of stone, with an octagonal roof, and

the steeple in the centre. Instead of pews, it was furnished with

chairs, on the back of each of which was inscribed the name of

its owner. The l)ell rope came down into the midiUe of the

church. This building served the needs of a large congregation

for sixty-five years. The territory covered was for a long time

about fifteen miles square. Within the same limits there are now
thirty-three churches, eleven of our own order, and twenty-two

of other names.

Thk Rev. Bexiamix Vaxder Lixde.

At length, in 1748, Providence opened the way for the settle-

ment of another pastor by raising up a young minister in the

neighborhood. This was Benjamin Vander Linde. He was born

at PoUifly, near Hackensack, in 171 9. and was a relative of the

wife of the first Zabriskie. He studied theology under Dorsius,

and the elder Goetschius, and was the first minister licensed by

the Coetus in this country. The Classis of Amsterdam, after a

correspondence upon the subject, consented that he might be ex-
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aniiiK'il Ik'IX', by the ininistcrs in ("crtus .-isscnil)le(l, in the name
ol the (.'hissis. Tliis is eonlliinecl h\' the recently procnreil rec-

oi'ils of tlie' C'lassis of Amsterdam. In a repoil rendered hv the

l\e\'. l)e|)iities ixd Res Exit 1 as, under chite of [anuarv 9, 1748,

it is s.iid:

"I'he \'<)un^- num, [lienjaminj \'ander Linde, to whom our

assemlilv has lieretofore ^-ranted iiermission to be exaniinetl l)y

the ('(L'tus in that eountr}', tlianlced us by a letter, for our

I'esolution. "

Tlie event was rej^arded at the time as ])orteiitous, because,

posr.ibl\-, foreshadowing'; a future separation from the mother

C'liurch. 'I'he examination took phice in the spring- of 1748, and

was sustained. No sooner liad Air. Winder Linde been licensed

than he received a call to Itecome joint pastor of the two churches

of Paramus and the Ponds. These charges were separated by ten

miles of rug-ged country; yet the relation then formed continued

without interruption for forty-one years, till the faithful pastor was

summoned by the Master to lay down his staff and enter upon his

reward.

Mr. Vaniier Linde's call is still preserved in the archives of each

of the Churches. It was the first to be passed without the approval

of the Classis of Amsterdam and differs consideraldy from the con-

stitutional form now in use. It was prmted in the "Manual and

Record of the Church of Paramus" 1859. It provided that he

should "preach once each Sabbath, and, on the first and second

day of Christmas, on New Year's day, on the tirst and second day

of Easter, on Ascension day, and on the tirst and second of Whit-

sunday. " On Sabbath afternoons he was to catechise the children.

He was to serve four times at Paramus and the tifth at

the Ponds. On one Sabbath he was to preach on a text of his own

choice, on the next, on the Heidelberg Catechism. If the Ponds

raised more money then they might have service every third Sabbath,

but no farther.

The salary was to be sixty pounds, current money in use in

New jersey and New^ York, paid in semi-annual installments, with

an increase as soon as the congregation \vas able. The increase

was made at a later time to jTqb. Besides this, Paramus agreed

to furnish a suitable parsonage, wdth forty-five acres of land and

tirewood. He Avas also allowed four free Sabbaths.
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'Flic call was moderated by The Rev. A. ("urteniiis, and sis^ned

bv the following names :

Klders—Albert Van Dien, Steve. Teiiume. jan Komyn, Bar-

cnt Wan Hoorn, Hendrik \'an Aele, Raelof \'an Iloute.

Deacons—Johannes Stek, Klaes Zabriski, Albert Boi^^art, Si-

mon \'an Winkle, Cornelius \'an Houte, Steve Bogart.

A spirit of earnest piety, warmhearted love and liberality per-

vaded this call: and there is evidence that the pastorate which
tolhnved was fruitful antl blessed. The whole period was exceed-

ingly trt)ubled with ]iolitical and military excitements. In the

earlier part, the iM-ench and Indian wars raged tiercely, and in the

latter the war ot the Revolution. The tremendous civil agitation

incident to the break between the colonies and Great Britain, the

adoption of the constitution and the establishment of a new gov-

ernment distracted the country, and dissijiated religious feeling

and energy. The services in many Churches were susjXMHled for

considerable periods. The Paramus editice was used by the gov-

ernment for a time as a place for kee])ing prisoners of war. A
portion of Washington's correspondence is datetl at Paramus. Yet

from the beginning of \'aiuler Linde's ministry till the opening of

the Revolution, elders and deacons were elected regularly each

year with one exception only (1761), and during the war and
thence forward to the end of the century—though all records for

the period are lost except that of the baptisms—the Classis held

its sessions regularly, and this Church had its minister and elder

present almost invariably. The baptismal register shows great

tidelity in the use of that t)rdinance; and the list of members sub-

sequently gathered to constitute a new roll, shows that manv prec-

ious fruits had been gathered during those troubled years.

Two years after \'ander Linde's settlement. 1750, INIrs. I\Iag-

dalen ^'alleau, a daughter of the before mentioned Peter Fauconier,

the donor of the Church lot, deeded to the Consistory of the

Church forty-tive acres of land, the same presumablv which

her father had jiroposed to give on different contlitions, twenty

years before. The original deed of this conveyance is still in the

possession of the Consistory, and is recorded in the clerk's office

of the county of Bergen, in book G of deeds, folio pp. 282-284,

on the twentieth of June, 1794. Its date is, "the thirteenth day
of A])ril, in the twenty-third year of the reign of our Sovereign

Lord, (ieorge the Second, l)y the grace of God of Great Britain,
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I'raiKO and ii\'laiul. I\in,!^. 1 )rrL'ii(lL'i- ot tla- faith, cte. Anno l)<.ni-

ini. One thousand, seven hunched and titty," It states that this

hind is '^'i\in, "tor and in Consideration of three places or seats,

in thi- IVmx iiuis Church, tliat is to say. one woman's place, and

two men phices; also tor l)i\ers other t^ood Causes and consider-

ation and \\vr thereunto movin^^. and especially for promotin<^ the

good and lienetit of the said Church and congregation."

A portion ol' this hind lias been sold, but the greater part is

still in possession of the Church, ;uul is comprised in the present

parsonai,,^' tai'in, and in the eastern ])art of tin- cemetery, named
'•\'alleau, " in honor ot' tlie generous donoi". The present year is

the one hundred and tittieth anniversary of this notable gift. Mrs.

Valleau at that time was a resident of Hackensack, but there is a

well-authenticated tradition that u])on her death her remains were

laid to rest in the old graveyard near the monument recently

erected to the memory of some of her descendants.

The pastorate of Mr. Vander Linde was troubled with eccle-

siastical as well as civil excitements, for it was at this period that

the great controversy between the Ccetus and Conferentie raged.

Though licensed and ordained through the Ccetus it appears that

his sympathy was with the Conferentie during the earlier part of

the contest; yet the Ceetus, being the party of progress and inde-

pendent life, was destined to win. however learned and respect-

able the other party might be, and in the final settlement the Par-

amus pastor and elders were found supporting the "Plan of

Union." and in favor of an independent American Church. He
and his Elder, Stephen Zabriskie, were members of the famous

convention, held in New York in 1 771, to devise measures of

peace between these parties; and he and Elders Frederick Van

Rype and Arent Schuyler were members at the convention held

the next year at the satiie place when the "Plan of Union" was

subscribed and the independence of the Church proclaimed.

After the war of the Re\'olution, the old church was found

greatly damaged by the strange use it had served, and in need of

extensive repairs. The Great Consistory and a number of

the congregation assembled, on the 23rd of June, 1785, and

agreed that the decayed church should be rebuilt as speedily as prac-

ticable, and restored as it was before; and that the sum of eight

shillings, New York money, should be laid uj)on each seat (chair),

to be paid on peril of forfeiture of the seat to the Church.
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In this \va\' tlic work was C()m])lete(l and j)ai(l for, aiidtlie need

of the people was served for fifteen years loni^-er till IIk- present

building- was erected.

During the same \ear, 1785, in I)eceml)er, the Classis of Hack-

ensack was in session in this ehurch, when a ])etition came up from

the peoi)k- of Rania])i), to be organized into a separate ('lunch.

These ])eople hjrmerlv attended at Paranius and a mnnbci- i>\ Ihem

held seats there. The recpiest was grtinted unaniniouslx', and they

became the first off-slioot from the Paramus stuck.

Two years later, in 17S7, a similar recpiest for organization

was made b\- the peo])le at Pascack, but subsecjuently it W'as with-

drawn, and that colony did ncjt separate till twenty-five years later.

But a1)outthe \ear 1784, the im])ossil)ility of accommodating

the people at Paramus, led the pastor and Consistory to seek

means of relief. After due dehberation, tlic\' decided to build

another church at Saddle River, six miles northward, f)r the ac-

commodation of that jnirt of the congregation, and to inaugurate

a Consistory there to look after the interests of that jicoplc. But,

at the same time, it was prcnddetl that no separation from Paramus

should take i)lace. The two Consistories were always to consti-

tute one body and have every interest in connnon. To secure

this arrangement a very solemn and stringent instrument of

writing was drawn up, under date of January 7, 1788, and signed

by both Consistcjries, binding and obliging themselves and their

successors in office, both elders and deacons, that they should

never attempt to separate the two congregations, but that they

should always l)e united under the strongest bonds of love and

peace; that, "One Church shall not, nor may not tear a^aay worfall

away from the other, without the consent of the majority of the

whole great Consistory," of both of the organizations. It also pro-

vided that the minister, wdien there was one only, should live at

Paramus, and, "that the oldest Church, that of Paramus, should

be accounted and considered in every respect wdiatever as the

mother Church, by l)oth the aforesaid congregations." It was

also ag-reed, that, in case of backsliding, or falling away, on the

part of either without consent, such party should torteit its

church building and two acres of land on which it stooil, to the

other faithful Church.

This remarkable agreement which held securely for twenty-

three years, shows wh\- the Saddle Rix'er Church, though it had a
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foim ofor^ani/ation. and was atUTwanls si-])ai-atc'l\ iiici)r])i)|-atc(l,

had no indi,'|un(k-nl i-cclcsiastical existence and was not reporteil

in tlieC'lassis till its sei)aration from I'arainus in i8i i.

'I'liK i\i;\. (IkkakpisA. Kivpk.ks, I). D.

.Mr. \'ander I.inde was now tjrowini^ old, and the addition ol

the Saddle Ki\er Chureh added nnieh labor to his charge. The

C'onsistorv, therefore, in 1788, calknl the Rev. (ierardus Arense

l\uv])ers, a \duni^- man jnst licensed to ])reach the (iospel, to be

liis colleag:ue. He was the son of the Rev. Warmoldus Kuypers,

ami was born in 1766, in the Dutch colony of Curacoa, wdiither

his father had g-one from Holland as a pastor. When (ierardus

was two years old his father removed to this country, and became

pastor eventually in the churches of

Hackensack and Schraalenburg-h.

The son, therefore, was educated

wholly in this country. He sat first

at the feet of the distinguished

Peter Wilson, LL. D., of Hacken-

sack Seminary; and later, under the

theological training of his father,

and Drs. Romeyn and ]\Ieyer. Li-

censed at nineteen, he became at

once a pastoral colleague of Mr.

Vander Linde. The Collegiate

Church of New York sent him a

call almost immediately, which he

at tirst declined, on account of his

obligation to this Church; but upon its renewal, the next year,

1789, he felt it his duty to accept. He was dismissed from Par-

amus April 15, 1789, having served the Church ten months only.

Dr. Kuypers afterward of^ciated in the old Garden street Church

in the Dutch language, but at length was constrained to use the

English, his last service in Dutch being in 1803. He was a man of

fine presence, polished manners, well read in theology, and a noted

student of the Bible. His preaching was spiritual, his pastoral

gifts neither few nor small; withal he was modest, retiring, and

clothed with humility. He died in 1833, after a ministry of forty-

five years in all, being, at the time of his death, the senior pastor of

the Collegiate Church, and likewise senior of the pastors of all de-

The Rkv. Gerardus .\. Kuypers, r).D.
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nominations in the city of New York. * The portrait here presented

is a copy of a paintin;^ in possession of the C'olle,t^'-iate Church, and

l<.in(.lly furnished for this wurk.

"The veneralile N'ander I^inde did not lon;^^ survi\e the liepar-

ture of his youthful coUeag-ue. Within less than three months,

July 8, 1789, he was called to a hetter world at the at;e of 70 years.

He had seen the congregation increase and send out two l)ranciies,

with a third about to start, and yet retain undiminished vigor at

home. His labors must have been immense; his congregation ex-

tended at least twenty miles east and west, antl fifteen miles north

and south. He must have literally worn out in his Master's ser-

vice. His bones were disinterred in the year 1800, and placed be-

neath the pulpit of this church,''* where they have lain in undis-

turbed repose just one hundred years.

The Rev. Isaac Blaivelt.

At the death of 'Sir. Vander Linde, the connection of this

Church with that of the Ponds was severed, and Paramus remained

vacant a year ami five months. At the end of that time, on De-

cember 12, 1790, a call was extended to the Rev. Isaac Blauvelt.

INIr. Blauvelt was born about 1750, and licensed by the old Classis

of Hackensack in 1780. His tirst settlement was over the

Churches of Hopewell, Fishkill and New Hackensack, and continued

seven years. He then came to this Church. He had the reputation

of a popular preacher, but his promising career was brought to a

sudden and disastrous end, within a few months, by charges of

gross misconduct; this was in the summer of 1 791. The Consis-

tory, in conjunction with a neighboring Consistory aiTaigned him

upon the charges preferred, and suspended him from the ministry

and from the fellowshif) of the Church. The particulars of the

offence charged, and of the original trial, are entirely lost in conse-

quence of the loss of the Church records of that period. But ]\Ir.

Blauvelt took an appeal from the action of the Consistory to the

Classis of Hackensack; from that body it was referred to the Par-

ticular Synod, where, in 'Sltiy 1792, l)y simple resolution, witliout

formal investigation, the sentence of suspension was aimulled; but

the bond of union between him and the congregation of Paramus
was dissolved, on the ground that his ministry there would be alto-

gether unprofitable. In this Mr. Blauvelt concurreil.

"Year Book of the CoUegiale Church of New York." 1SS9, al.so Corwin's Manual p. 334.

* " Manual and Record of the Church of Paramus, " pp. 29-30.
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The C'lassis was ^ix-atly (liss;itis(ic(l with this (Hsposal of the

case, as heinj;- entirely ine^-iihir, and tonk an ajipeal loOeneral

Synod. Tlie ajipeal, si^nied by S()h)ni()n Froeh.n'h and Andrew (iray,

was rounded on tlie ihree foHowinji^ reasons:

"I. 'I'liat Mr. I)laii\elt had been restoi'ed to tlie saered niin-

istn- without bein;^; at all accpiitted of the eharL^c brou^dit aj^ainst

him or making- a eonfession.

"2. I'hat the iinestii^ation olhisease was not conducted in a

proper and regular manner.
"5. The appellantsare of opinion, that, on the su|)position ot

Mr. Hlauvelt's innocence, the sentence pronounced ag-ainst him is

in the hiii^hest degree injurious, and ought to be annulled."

The General Synoil on June 3, 1794. sustained the appeal, re-

versed the act of Particular Synod, and tlius left him under sus-

pension by the Consistory. Mr. Blauvelt moved to New Rochelle

and lived on a farm, maintaining- the walk of a consistent Christian.

Thirtv years later, he requested the Synod to restore him to Chris-

tian privileges. His request was granted, though he was not re-

stored to the ministry. He died about 1840.*

The Rev. William Provost Kuypers.

After another vacancy of nearly two years from the time of the

suspension of Mr. Blauvelt, the Church, in INIay, 1793, tentlered a

call to the Rev. William P. Kuypers, a brother to one ofits former

pastors, which was accepted. He was ])orn in Hackensack, in

1773, and stutlied with Dr. Livingston. His pastorate lasted only

three years, and like the former one, was brought to a very pain-

ful close April 12, 1796, by his trial before the Classis and suspen-

sion from his office, on a charge of having used abusive language

involving serious accusations against Dr. Froeligh. The latter,

having explained the matters involved, demanded that Mr. Kuy-

pers should confess that he had accused him falsely. This Mr.

Kuypers refused to do and his suspension followed. A year later

Mr. Kuypers, while under suspension, went over to the Episcopal

Church, and accepted an ofhce there; for this insubordination he

was deposed from the ministry.- Very soon after this, he returned

to the Classis antl made a thoroughly Christian and penitential

confession of his errors, and the Classis gladly restored him to his

oftice. He passed a long life of usefulness and honor in other

•"Manual and Record of the Church of Paramus," pp. 30-37.
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fields. His charj^cs were: Boonton, Hempstead, Loni^ Island,

(Presbyterian), and later, in Texas and the Red River country.

He died in 185 i at the age of seventy-nine, "cheered to the last

1)\- a steadfast faitli and illumined b\' a t^'lorious hope.

"

ThK Rkv. Wu.HKI.Mrs Kl.lINCK, \). I).

The disastrous cndinL;- of the two previous pastorates had a

sadly depressing- effect upon the cong-reg-ation, but this was greatly

inteiisitied by another \acancy of three years' duration. The house
of (lod had again become dilapidated through neglect. Vital

piety liad almost vanished. Religious profession was largely a

formality X'icc- of all kinds was rampant, especially among the

youth, and the colored people were

^^^^ totally neglected, living in ignorance

•. ^H§il^^V ' '^'^"^^ ^'^ ^'^'-' P'''"^tice of horrid enor-

/ jHf \ :x
mities. ]hit a better time was now

^
at hanil. It was signalized by the

calling of the Rev. Wilhelmus El-

tinge to the pastorate, whose min-

istry was immediately attendetl by a

great revival of religion. The call,

as in the two previous instances,

was made jointly by Paramus and

Saddle River.

Mr. Eltinge was of Huguenot

extraction, and was born near

Kingston, N. Y., in 1778. He finished a full course of study in

Princeton College and under Dr. Dirck Romeyn, and was licensed

to preach at the age of twenty. The next year 1799, ^1^*-- ^'^^^ *^*^

Paramus, made upon him, was approved by the Classis; and on

June 30, he was ordained.

The pastorate thus inaugurated continued without interruption

through sunshine and storm for tifty-one years.

Flis coming to this field occurred almost at the time of the

organization of the Classis of Paramus. He was made the Hrst

stated clerk of that botly, and served in that capacity twenty-seven

years. He was a very prominent figure in all the deliberations

and councils of the Classis during the first half century of its exis-

tence. He found a great congregation awaiting him here, but

hardly the form of a Church; for there was not even a roll of members.

Thk Rev. Wilhelmus tiLTiNtui, D. D.
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It is kniiwii thai tluTc wcix' hooks of coiisislorial records previous

to that tinii', hut, amid ihr ti'ouhlcs of tlic ( 'hurc h and country, tlic-y

had thsai)i)(arrd.

.Mr. I'.ltui^'*-' enlci'cd upon his work t w < i months l)L'h)rc' his

ordination: an<i h\- cart-ful iucpiirs iVom housi' to house, throuL^h

all liis wideh extended field, sueeeeded in lindiu^- 171 pei'sons, who
(.laiuied to he uuMnliers in full coininunion. They were nearl\- all

men and their \vi\es, or widowx-d ones, with seareelv a voun.t^ ])er-

son amoni;- them. J)y act of the L'onsistory they were recoirnized

as constitutin.L;' the oflicial roll ot" members.

After his ordination Mr. I'dtinge's first sermon, preached on the

afternoon of the samt' da\-, alarmed the whole communit\- and

awakenetl multitudes to their need (jf Christ. Mis text was Kzek.

^^•. 7-y. Nothiuii: could be more worthy of record here, than an

account of the great revi\al which followed. In a letter communi-

cated at the time l)y Mr. Kltinge, to T/ie New York Missionary

Magazine, dated August 31, 1801, he sa\s :

—

"The revival now began to spread; every sermon was blessed

to some, and particularly those from John 3:7, Eccl. 11:9, and 2

Cor. 5:17. Animated by these truths, and streng-thened in the

inner man. we erected prayer meetings, and estaV)lished a separate
catechise for the black people in particular: both institutions were
violently opposed In- many, but the Lord notwithstanding has
crowned them with abundant success. As family worship was al-

most totally neglected, previously to family Adsitation and admin-
istratioii of the Lords Supper, I preached on September first, on

Jer. 10:25, which service tended much to the reviving of that impor-
tant though much neglected duty. On September nineteenth, we
had a preparation sermon, when ten persons in the midst of all the

persecutions, had the resolution to come forward and desire ad-

mission; who after having been strictly examined on doctrinal and
experimental religif)n, and after evidencing by their conduct their

having experienced a saving change, w^ere admitted as members
into full communion. September twenty-second the Lord's Supper
was administered; on account of the strictness of the preparatory

sermon, the previous exhortations and the mode of admission, few,

in comparison with the whole number of members approached;
conscientious scruples about their previous state prevented them.
Through the months of October and November, the work of the

Lord was spreading rapidly. It now became a praying congrega-
sion; scarcely a sermc^n, a prayer meeting, or a catechise was at-

tended, but some ' were pricked to the heart, " and others were
comforted November fourteen, seventeen new mem-
bers were added to the Church. On the ensuing Sabbath I preached
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from Matt. 9:2. This was a great day to our souls; its exercises

were not only blessed to the communicants but greatly to the spec-

tators. The revival continued to increase through December, 1799,
and laiiuary 1800. New cases of conviction were liaily heard of,

and sinners everywhere crving out -what they should do to be

saved.

(Jn January twenty-third. t'u'tnitv-eioJit new mendjers were re-

ceived: on the twenty-sixth of the same month it proved a glorious

sacramental occasion .... On Ajiril third thirty-seven

persons enlisted under the l^anners of the Lord Jesus ....
On July seventeenth twenty-seven new members were adiletl to the

Church . . . . On October second we received an addition

of thirtv-four soul^; this was truly a joyful day; no sooner had we
entered "the tabernacle of the Lord of Hosts,"" but it proved

'amiable" to our souls: the power of the Spirit was great both in

speaker and hearer. I preached from Acts 3:19, "Repent ye
therefore and be converted" etc: a solemn silence pervaded the

audience: thev were all attention, hearing as for the sahation of

their immortal souls, and mostly bathed in tears: nor was the

Lord"s presence less glorious on the ensuing Sabbath ....
Many of the communicants enjoyed that near, dear and intimate

communion with the Spirit, which cannot be described; even the

spectators in general were deeply impressed by a holy awe; many
were melted to tears, and a few so struck as to weep audibly.

On April second twenty-one new members were admitted in-

to the Church .... and on June eighteenth eight new
members .... and on August twenty-seventh w/«^ were ad-

mitted .... I'hus from September first. 1799. to August
thirtieth, 1801, a period of tw(j years, two luindrcd and seventeen

new members have been added to the Church of C'hrist in this

place .... besides these upwards of tifty in full commu-
nion have during this period, experienced serious exercises of

mind, and according to their fruits undergone a hopeful conver-

sion .... The doctrine which has been generally owned
as "the power and wisdom of God, '" unto the conviction, conver-

sion, and salvation of souls, is that of regeneration in its several

branches; this has been most violently opposed and most shame-
fully ridiculed, and yet this has proved most abundantly success-

ful in the hand of the Spirit, to the awakening and melting of the

most hardened sinners, and to the edifying of the people of God.

May the Lord continue his good work here and in other

places, and perfect it to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the

prayer of

W'lLHKL.MLS KlTIN(;K.
"

This revival continuetl in a measure for several years. I ji to

April, 1805, one hundred and four members were receivetl in addi-

tion ti) the 217 above mentioned: thus making three hundrinl and



IIIS'IOKI I'.S OK TlIK ClIIKCIIKS 257

1\\ i.'iily-oiii.> rc'cci\L'(l on conlcssioii williiii Uw lirsl live Vfurs ol

Mr. I*".ltin!4t.''s ministry. A few came 1)\- Ictk-r also, and, as very

Irw wei\' dismissed, tlu> nuMubersliii) nuist, at that time, have

nnnd)ered nearh' li\'e hundred. The C'lassis lirst re(|uired a sta-

tistical R'port from the Churches in 181 i. At that time this Church

repi n'ted as follows ;

l*\unilies, ^00. IV'rsons, 2000. Members in full communion,

431. Infaids l)a|)tized, 50.

Tlie wide interest awakened liy the revival, and the threat

con<'-reL!ations wliich assembled at Paramus in conse(|ueiice, made

TiiK Rekokmkd Chi'kch of Paramus,— 1800.

it necessary to pro\'itle larger and better Church accommodations.

Within two months, therefore, after Mr. P^ltino;e's ordination,

August 12, 1799, a meeting of the congregation was held to con-

sider the niatter. The plan adopted at that meeting was to re-

move one end wall of the old building and extend the two side

walls 30 feet in length. At a second meeting hekl x\pril 16, 1800,

the matter was reconsidered, and it was resolved to take down the

old structure entirely, and to erect a new building 65 feet in

length l)y 50 feet in l)readth, fronting toward the east, and to be
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placed south of tlic old church. TIirc nianaji^ers were appointed

with full power to em]iloy workmen and to sujierintend the work.

These were Christian Zabriskic, lohn Herdan and ('as])arus

Bogert.

The old building- was taken down in .\pril or May, i Soo, and

worshi]) was held during- the interval of buddint^, in alart^^e barn on

the opposite side of the river. The s^nx-at revival continued here

with increased power, and so quickened the zeal of the people for

buildini^ the Lord's house, that by the fall it was reatly for occu-

pancy. Here on Septendjer 2, 1800, the Classis of Paramus was

organized.

At the comi)letion of the church, all the i)ews, including- those

in the galleries, were appraised by the managers, and then set up

accortling to the apjjraisement at public vendue. This took place

toward the close of 1800, and resultetl in the immediate sale of

every seat offered, including the galleries, with the exception of one

pew. The benches along the wall on the gallery were reserved as

free. Payment was to be made in three installments; so that a final

settlement was not effected till September 12, 1S03. It was then

found that all obligations had been met and that there was a surplus

in the treasury, in bonds, notes, cash and one pew, amounting to

/533. 1 6s. 8d.

The final report of the auditing comndttc-e was as follows :

.u'ditgr's report.

"To the Church of Jesus Christ meetnig tor worship ()l'(h)d at

Paramus, N. J., Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied.

The subscribers duly chosen (by tiie builders of the new
church at Paramus aforesaid), auditors, to examine, settle and re-

port the accompts of John D. Berdan, Christian Zabriskie and

Casparus Bogert, managers appointed for the erection, finishing and

sale of the aforesaid building, having carefully examined and com
pared the same with the original receipts and vouchers, beg leave to

present the following report :

That the managers stand charged as follows :

1. To amount of \'endue boe>k for sale of pews

in the new church, jC5^86 2 o

2. Received for old material, 17 9 i

3. Received for overplus materials, 3214 5

4. Balance on moneys received and paid for in-

terest, 624
;^3342 7 10
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And that tlic- said niaiiai^crs have- paid as lollows :

1. I-'or tlic hiiildiiijLi^ and fmisliiii^^ the church inchuhii,!,^ the

nianai^cr's fees for attendance, tlie aHowance
for t)Ul seats and all expenses, ^^2495 '7 ^'

2. Cash tor new barn on jjarsonat^e, 143 o 3

3.
• " re]>airs on parsonat^e, 5 '2 8

4. •' paid Peter Swin for second house t>n

parsonage, 1 10 o o

5. Lost by error (»n account of |(tlin R. XW-ster-

velt, '

"

10 8

6. C'asli deposited in hand of Consistory of

Paranuis as per receipt, £ 534 12 8

7. Kxpcnded in recovery of debts antl suits as

per receijit renderetl, 2 1 i o

8. There remains in hands of manaiij-ers to col-

lect, balance on i)e\vs not paid, 31 13 i

Making in all the aforesaid sum, ;^3342 7 10

In closing- the report, we with pleasure, state:

That we have had the most full and satisfactory evidence of the

managers having discharged the duties and trust reposed in them
with the utmost faithfulness and care.

All which is respectfully submitted,

;' - ,,. - Audit(jrs.
1 HO.MAS W II.I,S. \

Paramus, ."September 15, 1S03.
"

A new bell had recently been placed in the tower of the

church, much to the delight of the congregation. It had been

ordered from London, andbearsthe inscription, cast in the metal:

"Thomas Clears, London, 1801.'

This is the same bell that still cheerfully calls the congrega-

tion to worship, or tolls the knell of the dejiarted dead.

After the sale of the pews in the new church, the Consistory

found themselves possessed of considerable money and real estate:

and took measures to secure their legal incorporation. As the rela-

tions between Paramus and Saddle River were complicated, it was

necessary to set forth the property rights of each part; this was

done in a series of articles, still preserved in the archives of Paranuis,

and signed by the Consistories of both parts for themselves and

their successors. It was then :

"Resolved. That this Consistorv form themselves into two bodies
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politic, and that the two foUowing certificates be forwartled to the

county clerk for that purpose.

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPOKA ITOX.

To promote the peace and prosperity of the coiigret^^atioii of

Paramus, we the subscribers, Ministers, Elders and Deacons, the

Consistor\- of the lower part of the congregation of Paramus, do
hereby certify that we take upon ourselves the following name, viz.:

The Consistory of the Congregation of Paramus, in order to become
a body politic and corporate in law', and trustees of the lower part

of the congregation of Paramus and its temporalities, after the fol-

lowing manner, viz. :

TRUSTEES.

1. Uf the poor nionev belonging to the congregation.

2. Of the one-half of the parsonage house, land, and of the

old barn or hovel.

3. (Jf the new Paramus church, and of the whcde ot the

fund, raised by selling of the aforesaid church, as also of the inter-

est of the aforesaid fund. Here, however, it must be observed,

that the trustees are not allowed to use any of the 1,37s dollars,

the capital of that fund, unless bv a consent of a majority of the

Iniilders of that church, and those are to be accounted builders,

whom the articles of the Church call such.

4. Of the whole of the new barn, as also of the second

house on the parsonage, purchased from Peter Swindt: with these

view's, upon these conditions, and un.der these restrictions, we, the

subscribing [Minister, Elders and Deacons, the Consistory of the

lower part of the congregation of Paramus assume this name.
The Coxsistory of the Coxgregation of Paramus, and here to affi.x

our hands and seals,

W'lLHKI.MFS Ei.rix<iE. \'. D. ]\I.

elders. okacoxs.

Christian A. Zabriskie |ohn [. llo])pcr

Daniel Westervelt ( jarret Zabriskie

John Zabriskie Jacob Demarest
Garret Hopper.

Recorded the si.xteenth November, 1802.

Liber P. of Deeds, pp. 260, 261.

X. Wadf, Clerk." *

IHURCH LAXDS.

In 1805, a careful survey of the Church lands was made by

the surveyor, John D. Haring. Ami, as the tleed of Peter Fau-

conier had been lost, and certain boumlaries were unsettled or

needed readjustment, two deeds were made to the Consistory by

• The certificate of the SacUUe River Consistory reads the same except the names, &c.
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1

John Ackcnnan and I)avi<l ( j. Ackcnnan, respectively, wlio wore

owners of the adjoining- properties, bv whieh the lines were estab-

Mshed as tliey have been maintained to the present time. These

deeds both bear date til" lime 7, 1805. Subsequently in 1825, the

hind lyin<;- between the Hohokus and Sadtlle River roads was sold

tor 40 dollars an aere. realizinj? 370 dollars for the same. In 1888

a tract of nine acres, Iving west of the Valleau Cemetery, was pur-

chased from lohn II. Zabriskie for the sum of S725, and added to

the cemetery.

THK IHIKI'H IN I 8 1 I.

The ctindition of the Church just j^revious to the separation of

Saddle River, is exhibited in tlie followini^'- report made that year to

the Classis :

"At the time of the settlement of our j)resent minister in 1799,
there were 165 members in full communion; of whom 42 have
died, 8 have been dismissed, and 2 suspended. During- his twelve
years' residence, 397 members have been received into the Church;

65 adults baptized, of whom 13 have died, 45 have been dismissed

and 22 suspended, 12 for heresy, and 10 for malconduct, and that

with regard to the present condition of their congregation, the fol-

lowing statistical accounts will show, (for the year 18 10) :

Number of families 300
Total of the congregation 2,000

Members received on confession 12

Members received on certificate 2

Members dismissed by certificate 6

^lembers suspended 3
Members died 4

Total now in communion 431
Adults and infants baptized 52

Pastor, WiLHEMUs Eltinge.

It is evident from the foregoing figures, that the congregation

had now grown Vievond the ability of one minister to adequately

care for it. The people were widely dispersed. The two churches

were six miles apart. Each had services on alternate Sab-

baths only. The want of regular Church services led the people into

habits of visiting on the Eord"s Day, and other forms of Sabbath

violation, which persisted among some long after the occasion had

been removed. Along with these sprung up other vices, which be-

came a serious menace to the morals of the community. The Con-

sistory in 181 1, sent up a request through the Classis to the Partic-
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ular Synod, asking- to have a ])(.-titioii circulatdl tlirouj^li all

Dukli C'liurclu's of N\-\v Jersey and New \'()rk. pras inL,^ the le.ti^isla-

tures ol those states to "amend tlie law for .L,n-antin^- licensi's to inn-

keepers and for affixini;- a ])enalty on all inn-holders who shall allow

Irojieiiii^- to he eaiTied on in their tawrns or onthouses. " \'arious

aets of the Consistory, espeeially the eonstant reeurrenee of its aets

ot discipline for drunkenness, card-playing, liorse-racing and other

offences, evince its vigilance in guarding the morals of the com-
munity and the purit}' of the Church.

Ihit the time had now come for a concentration of its work.

1 his was to he brought about by a separation between Paramus
and Saddle River. 'I'he movers for this se])aration were Mr.

KItinge and the Paramus portion of the Consistory. The Saddle

River Consistory opposed it vigorously. The matter was first

mooted in the Consistory June 3. 181 i. when the Paramus Con-

sistory proposed that the stringent compact of 1788, by which they

formed themselves into two Consistories, but bound themselves to

remain ever unitetl as one Church, should now be submitted to

Classis for ratification; so that they should become by their own
voluntary act two separate independent Consistories, even as they

were already two bodies politic. After several meetings and mueli

contention, a majority of the Great Consistorv, on September

thirtieth, acceded to the proposal. They also agreed to allow the

Paramus congregation to call their minister by themselves, and so

permit the pastoral combination to be dissolved. ]\Ir. Eltinge

thereupon submitted his resignation as the pastor of the combined

Church, in a letter, in which he sets forth at length his two griev-

ances, which he had vainly sought to have removed, and which

now led to his resignation. These were:

First. A failure of the Church to fulfill promptly the temj^oral

contract. His salary upon settlement had been tixed at £\^2 in

cash, with parsonage and firewood. l*'or a number of years there

had been arrearages, which the Consistor\- had jiaid out of their

])ri\'ate purses, which burdened his friends and injured his feelings.

Secondly. The refusal of Saddle River to allow a sufficient

use of the English language in ])reaching to accommodate the

Pmglish hearers and to meet the taste antl education of the rising

generation. In consequence of this the minister was losing his

facility in preaching in English, and was likelv, through the disuse

ot the Dutch languagiMu the Churches, to br laid aside in the j^rime
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of life as a usi.>k'ss slK-pluTd. I Ic l;;i\i.' tluMii assurance, ni(>rL'(»\'er,

tliat lie liad tliix-c other calls in liis hand from inijioitaiit Churches,

aiul solicited their jiravtrs tliat he niisj^ht decide upon a course in

acconhmce with the di\ine will.

When the C'hissis met at Paramus, early in October, 181 t, they

ralitied the ]iroposal to form two independent Consistories by the

followint^- act :

" Rcso/i'cd, That, whereas, 1)\' a written instrument, hearinji^

date lanuar\' 7, 1788, it apjjears that a number of families then

belong^ing to the conyfreg'ation of Paramus were orsj^anized into a

new cong-reg'ation by i\\c name and title of the congregation of

Sadille River, and.

Whereas, said organization has never received classical a])pro-

bation: that the Consistory and cong-reg'ation of Paramus, and the

Consistory and congregation of Saddle River, are, to all intents and
purposes, two distinct and independent Consistories and congrega-

tions. and be forever hereafter considered and treated as such.

The Classis now advised the two Churches to make a joint call

on .Air. Kltinge. They agreed to do so, but Mr. Eltinge would not

consent. At a subsequent meeting held the same month, the

Classis dissolved the combination and allowed Paramus to call Air.

Eltinge for their own minister. The Saddle River Church ap-

pealed from that decision to the Particular Synod, in consequence

of which, the consummation of the new arrangement was delayed

for a time; but after a very elaborate presentation of the matter on

both sides, the Synod confirmed the action of the Classis, and this

practically closed the contest.

The Church of Paramus, subsequently, in 181 3, purchased

from the Church of Saddle River their interest m the parsonage

farm of fortv-five acres, the parsonage and hovel, all at Paramus,

for which they paid the sum of ^550 ($1375), which was taken

from the invested fund of the Church. The deed for the same,

under date of June 11. 18 13, and signed by all the Consistory

of Saddle River, is recordeil in Liber I, 2, of deeds for Bergen

County, p. 254 and 255.

After the separation of Saddle River, this Paramus Church, for

the first time since its organization, enjoyed the entire services of

its minister. The arrangement, however, lasted only five years and

was marred by an unhappy difference, which arose in 18 13, be-
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tween ]\Ir. Eltinge and two of his meml)ers, Henry A. Hojjpcr and

Peter A. Westervelt. The question at issue related to the proper

mode of conducting- a prayer meeting. Mr. Ehinge had condemned
the method employed in a certain meeting, claiming that it

amounted to lay-preaching. Though no very vital principles were

involved, the matter led to a series of charges made l)y these

members against the minister, and counter charges by the minister

against the members. In the investigation and trial which fol-

lowed, the people naturally took sides; many witnesses were ex-

amined, and much bitter feeling resulted, to the great injury of the

Church and religion. The case was carried to the Classis on ap-

l)eal, where the entire proceedings of the Consistory relating there-

to were declared unconstitutional, and were reversed, nullified and

made void. The Classis then attempted to settle the difficulty by
making an elaborate deliverance on the proper method of conduct-

ing such meetings.* INIr. Eltinge appealed to the Particular Synod,

but the matter was finally settled between the parties themselves.

Other controversies and contests raged at the same time, and both

the Consistory and the Classis were kept busy for several years con-

sidering grievances, complaints, appeals and counter appeals.

In June, 1814, the Church of Pascack was organized on a pe-

tition signed by seventy-nine heads of families. About one-quarter

of these were from the Church of Paramus.

COXXECTIOX WITH TOTOWA.

In 1 816 the Church of Totowa, having become vacant, en-

tered into a combination with Paramus, by which they secured one

half the services of Mr. Eltinge. This arrangement was favored by

the fact that I\Ir. Eltinge, in that year, left the parsonage at Par-

amus and fixed his residence on his farm, on the banks of the

Passaic, about two miles above Acquackanonk, and four from

Paterson, where he abode the remainder of his life. He continued

to serve these two Churches for seventeen years, till 1833. During

this period the secession took place among the Bergen County

Churches, and Mr. Eltinge became the most prominent leader of

the opposition to that movement. The defection from the Paramus

Church was small, and yet the True Reformed Dutch Church of

Paramus, was the first of the Seceder order to be organized. On
•Minutes of Classis, Vol. I, pp. 146-147.
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the t wi'nt\'-tlrst of \]>iil. i^2'\. Mr. I'.ltin^c and liis ( 'onsisli ir\- ad-

ilr(.'ssi-(l a memorial to the I'articuhir Synod nf.W-w \'ork, in which

the)' state that tlicy had desitj^ned to |ii\'senl their f^rievaiices to

the C'lassis; l)ut tliat, upon trial, no two ministers and elders could

he found \villin<j^ to re(|uest such extra mcetiii,i(: and tiiat the jiresi-

dent of C'lassis was unwillin.ti^ to call such meeting- u])()n rc(|uest of

one ministi-r and one elder alreadv ])resented; that the\' therefore

were com])ellcd to hrini^ their urg-ent matter directly to tlie Synod

or remain inactive for a year, and that tliey did not liesitate to

clioose the former course. Then they state, that, after the seces-

sion of October 25, 1822, "the Rev. Dr. Solomon Froeli.yh came

within the I)ounds of our congrej^ation, and orc^anized a 'IVue Re-

formed Dutch conii:re!j;-ation of Paramus. from seven mal-contented

families out of the congrci^^^ation of Paramus. three from the con-

i^regation of \^'yckoff, and one from the cont^re^'ation of Preakness

with some others, and afterwards achiiinistered the sealini^ ordi-

nances, —Baptism and the Lord's Supper,— to said Church within

the boumls of the congregation of Paramus. • • They

therefore ask that the Synod either immediately try Dr. Froeligh on

the merits of the case, or refer the matter for trial and decision to

the General Svnod. before whose bar he, as professor, was imme-

diately responsible for his schismatical conduct."*

'Sir. El tinge's pastoral connection with the Church of Totowa

was dissolved by the Classis December 10. 1833, and thenceforth,

to the end of his ministry, he served Paramus only. In 1839,

Rutgers College honored him with the degree of Doctor of Divin-

ity. He had been a trustee of that institution since 1807. He
was a man of positive character and decided convictions which

he was ever ready to maintain. He met many tremendous diffi-

culties in his career, grappled with them and fought his way
through them. If his Church received a set-back occasionally, it

quickly recovered and forged onward again. There were few

years not blessed with accessions. It is believed that about six

hundred souls were added by confession and certiticate during

his time. Old age and failing strength at last compelled him to

resign his charge in May, 1850. He died in 1851, and his remains,

at first interred at Passaic, were removed a few years later at the

expense of this congregation, and now repose, together with those

of his wife, in the ministers' plot opposite to the entrance to the

'For full paper see ^limites of Classis, vol. I, pp., 171, 172.
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N'allcau cemetery. The i)lacc is marked by a marble shaft,

erected l)y the conyix-gation, beariiij^' the loUowing inscriptions :

Memorial

RkV. W'll.HKLMl'S Kl.TlNt;K, 1). I).

FoK MORK THAN KIFTV VKARS TASTOR OF

i'hk Congregation OF Paramts,

Horn April 22, i 778,

Licensed to 1'rfach the Gospel, September 22, 1798,

Ordainki) and Installed at Paramus ji^ne

30, 1799.

Resigned Apl. 23, 1850.

Died June 24, 1 85 i.

In token of affection and esteem,

P'rectei) I5V the Congregation of Paramcs

1S60.

The portrait, on pay;e 254, is from a painting in possession of

his grandson, Joseph Hasl)rouck, M. I)., of Dobbs P'erry, N. Y.

Rev. Aaron 11 W'infield.

iMg-ht months were now consumed in securing a new pastor

but the choice at length fell upon the Rev. Aaron B. Winfiekl, who
served theC'hurch happily for nearly

six years, when ( iotl calleil him to a

higher service.

Mr. \\'intiekl was born at Mon-

tague, N. }., December 13, 181 5.

His paternal ancestors were Eiiglish;

his maternal. IloUandish. He was

trained in oiu" institutions at New
I^runswick and licensed by the

Classis of Orange, in 1842. After

two brief jnistorates, at Friends-

ville. Pa., and Sand Beach, he ac-

cepted the call to Paramus, and

entered upon his labors on the tirst

Sabbath in January, 1851. He

is described as having l)een an earnest ami iK)werful preacher;

ready in the Scriptures, forcible in his reasonings, striking in his

illustrations, often pouring forth a stream of startling truth send-

The Rev .\aron B. Winfiei.d.
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ing j()\or iL-norli) tlic heart. I lis appials to the conscience were

direct, impressive and often a\val<.enini;. lie proclaimed truth

and duty rcijardless of the appiausi' or tVown of men. *

.\rter his settlement. Minds wen- placed on the church, carpet

laid in the aisles, and it was ])ro\ided at a coiii^res^ational meetinj^,

that the oflices of chorister and undertaker should i^-o to the same

person: the Church at this time, maintained its own hearse which

was committed to the chorister as a perquisite of his office.

'The Church in 1852 reportetl 167 families, and 162 memhers,

with a Sahhath school of 105 scholars. During- .Mr. WintieUrs

ministry 54 numbers were added to the communion, thirty-one on

confession and twenty-three by letter. He was the first historian

of this Church whose work has come down to us. A sermon

from his ])en entitled "The Safety and Sure Defence of Zion, to-

gfether with the History of the Reformed Dutch Church and Con-

gregation of Paramus. X. J.

,

" was published in 1853. Never in very

vigorous health from his stutlent days, he succumbed to consumj)-

tion, November 17, 1S56, at the early age of forty years. His re-

mains and those of his wife, lie in the ministers" i)lot in \'alleau

cemetery, and are marked with a suitable shaft upon which it is

stated that it was,

—

"Erected in memory of our Pastor by the Congregation of the

Reformed Dutch Church of Paramus.""

The Rev. Edward T.xnjore Corwin, D. D.

The Rev. E. T. Corwin succeeded to the pastorate the next

year. His installation took place September 22, 1857. and his

ministry continued six years. He was born in New York, July 12,

1834. Having pursued a college course in the College of the City

of New York, and the theological course in the New Brunswick

Seminary, he was licensed by the Classis of Bergen in 1856. .^fter

spending another year at the Seminary in New Brnnswick as a

resident graduate, he accepted the call to Paramus as his tirst

charge. Sixty persons were received into the communion of the

Church, ^2 by confession and 8 by certiticate, during his pastorate.

A new kitchen was built to the old parsonage and repairs made to

the church. What is now well known as the Yalleau cemetery,

was established at his suggestion, in 1859, ^^'^^ the grounds laid out

under his direction and care. The benevolence of the Church was

Corwiu's Manual, page 556.
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The Rev. E. Tanjore Corwin, I). D.

increased and the Sabbath school iniproxc-d. "A Manual and Rec-

ord of the Church ofParanius" was prepared b\ him and pul)lished

in 1858, and in an cnlart^ed (orni in

1859, containing; 105 pages. In it

the old deeds and many other old

papers and documents relating to

the Church, and also a complete list

of members from the beginning of

the century, were printed. By means
of this work, the preparation of the

present history has been greatly

facilitated. While pastor of this

Church, he also published, in 1859,

the first edition of his well-known

work, "A Manual of the Reft)rnied

Church in America." Other and

greatly enlarged editions have
since been issued, and to this work also we have been many
times indebted for valuable materials. He closed his labors in this

Church in 1863, having accepted a call to the Church of Millstone,

N. J., where he labored until 1888. He received the degree of

Doctor of Divinity from Rutgers College in 1871. After leaving

Millstone, Dr. Corwin held the position of Rector of Hertzog Hall

for seven years. He also served as temporary assistant tor several

short terms in the chairs of Hebrew and Old Testament FLxegesis

and also New Testament Exegesis in the New Brunswick Theologi-
cal Seminary. In 1895 lie accepted a call to the Church of Green-
port, N. Y.

, but resigned in 1897 to make a voyage to Holland
under the appointment of the General Synod as its historiographer,

for the purpose of collecting the remainder of the "Amsterdam Cor-

respondence," and other historical matter, stored in the archives of

the Holland Church. After fifteen months in that country he re-

turned, bringing with him materials sufficient for se\'eral volumes,

which are to be published mider the direction and at the expense of

the State of New \\)vk.

Thk Rkv. Isaac S. Dk Mrxn.

The Church next called the Rev. Isaac S. De .Mund, ami he
was settled as pastor in Ai)ril, 1864. He was in the maturity of

his life, having been born at Stillwater, N. ]., in 1803. His train-
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int^ ami tducation were in the I'rcsl)ytc'ri;m (luircli, \\v liavinjL^

jilTiuluaU'd from PriiKctoii (OIK'^c in I1S23, and liavint^ been li-

censed and ()rdaine(l 1)\ the Prcshy-

tery oT W'uton in 1825. After

serxiiiLC fm" a time as a llimie Mis-

sionai'v in niiiu, he ministered suc-

cessi\'el\' to the ('luuehcs of Kin*^-

woo(l, \.
J., ( I'res. ), Walpeck. Toni])-

lon. Houston street New \'ork,

\'onkc-rs, P)C'lle\ille and Second Lan-

caster ((jer. kef. ), before coming- to

this field. .Mr. l>e Mund was a man
of i,''ent!e and gracious spirit, suffi-

cient learnint^ and tleej) JMety, and

de\'otion to his ministr}'. His work

was greatly hindered, in this Held,

and his own ha])piness marred, l)y a

troublesome and ])rotracted contention in the congregation regard-

ing- the ownership of the pews. We have seen that when the

church was Iniilt in 1800, the pews were all sold to individuals.

\\ ith tlie constant changes ever occurring in a large congregation,

these pews liad changed hands again and again, often in an in-

formal manner and frequently in fractional part.s. Now, after the

lapse ot sixty-four years, it was ini]iossible to ascertain in many in-

stances, in case of a dis])uted claim, who the rightful owners were.

Assessments laid u])on the pews for repairs, were, in these cases,

left unpaid; and, though the congregation was large and wealthy,

the finances were in such a deplorable condition, that funds could

not be secured to meet the Church's needs. . The Consistorv battled

with this difficulty for three years in a vain endeavor to straighten

it out. Although the ]:>astor was not involved in the trouble, the

irritatedstate of many people made it im])ossible to preserve har-

mony, or to hope for spiritual results; and in February 1870, ^Ir.

De ]\Iund resigned. Thirty members were added U > the communion
during his ministry, fourteen on confession and sixteen b\' letter.

He afterwards supplied the first Church of Coxsaekie, the Second

of Athens, and Ramseys for brief periods, and, in 1875, was made
oncritus. He di'.'d in the blessed hojjc of the (iosjiel, after a long

life of faithful service, at the home of his son, John F. DeMund,
-M. D., in Ridgewood, X. J., April 23, 1888.
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The Church now remained vacant for a period of twenty

months, from sheer inability to agree upon a financial system by

which a salary could l)e secured. This was entirely due to the

confusion which existed respecting the ownership of the pews, and

the powers of the Consistory for managing the Church property.

The church building was in a state of dilapidation: the steeple had

settled over to the east and the walls in i)laces were crumbling.

The parsonage was almost m ruins, and was pronounced to be be-

vond repair. The Consistory were compelled to announce that

unless the people came to their help they should be obliged to

close the church. Thirt}' sessions of Consistory, and fifteen con-

gregational meetings were held during that vacancy tor the pur-

pose of seeking a way out of the difficulty. The congregation was

canvassed again and again on all sorts of propositions, looking

either to the building of a new church, or the repair of the old one.

As no harmony of opinion could be secured on that subject, the

Consistory finally determined to build a new ]iarsonage and take

measures to call a minister.

Thk Rev. Govx Talmage, D. D.

In Xovember 1871. the Rev. Goyn Talmage, D. D., was called

on a salary of $2,000 to be raised by subscription, and it was stipu-

lated that the new parsonage was to

be completed before he brought his

family. Dr. Talmage was born at

Somerville. X. J..
December 7, 1821.

He was the son of the Hon. David

Talmage, and one of four l)rothers

who have served their generation

with honor and distinction in the

ministrv. He was educated at our

institution at New Brunswick, hav-

ing graduated from the Theological

Seminary in 1845. His first settle-

ment was at White House, X. J.,

thence he went to Xiskayuna and

afterwards to (ireenport, Long Island.

In I 862 he became corresponding secretary of the Hoard of Domestic

Missions. Five years later he returned to the ])astorate at Rhine-

Tm; Ktv. Govn Talmage, D. U.
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beck, N. \'., and tlK'ncc w ;is calU'il In Paraimis. Kuti^LTs ( 'ollci^e

lionoird liiiii with t lie dct^rcc < >!' I ). 1)., in 1871.

Dr. lalina^r's mat^iK'tic niini.str\- and wise management quickly

led this ('hureh Diit of all its troiihles. The i)ars()na,y;e was com-
]>leted and all the oiit-huildin^-s put in repair in 1S72, at a cost oi"

$5' 375- ^ '1*-' renovation of the old chiu-ch was then undertaken;

the steeple was restored, the walls rejiaircHl, new windows })ut in, the

galleries lowered, and a recess built lor the pulpit at a cost of

$11,378.37. -Mrs. Catherine I,. W'essels and her dauy^hter, .Mrs.

J. H. Pell, were large contributors. This work was coni-

Thk I'arsoxagk,— 1872.

pleted in 1874. In the next year the hall, in which the cong-re-

gation had worshiped during the repairing of the church, was pur-

chased, removed to the Church grounds, and fitted up for a com-

modious chapel and Sabbath school room. ."shortly after this a

house was built for the sexton. The j)ews in the renovated

church were now rented, and the finances placed on a stable basis.

\\'hile all this material progress was being made, the Church was

not left destitute of spiritual blessing. On Dr. Talmage's arrival

there were 125 families reported, and 125 members; 116 persons
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were added to the communion, 85 by confession and 31 by letter

duriny; his pastorate. He resigned his call, June i, 1879, for the

purpose of taking charge of the Church of Port )ervis, X. W, where

he continued to labor for nine years with remarkable efhciency

and success. In the fall of 1888 the conditions of health induced

him to relinquish his heavy charge, much to the sorrow of his

people, and remove to Somerville, where he continued to perform

useful service, mostly in preaching, till the Divine Master called

him to his reward on June 24, 1891.

Ihk Rev. John C'ok.nklii s \'ax Dp:vf.\ter.

The successor of Dr. Talmage was the Rev. John C. Van

Deventer. who was called in September, 1879, from (ilenham,

X. Y. He conducted a quiet and successful ministry for seven

years and was highly esteemed by his people. Xinety-three

persons were received into the communion during that time,

sixty-two by confession and thirty-one by certificate. In ( )cto-

ber, 1886, he resigned and accepted a call from the Church of

Xyack, X. ^'.
, where he remained till the close of his earthly

ministry. His portrait, and particulars of his career, may be

found in connection with the history of that Church.

The Re\'. \\'ii.i.ia:m Hkxkv A'kho.m. D. 1).

'I'he present pastor began his labors in .March, 1887. He
was born near Somerville, in Som-

erset county. X. f., in 1840. His

parents were William \'rooni and

Maria E. Porter. He was educated

at Rutgers College antl the Theo-

logical Seminary at Xew Bruns-

wick. He was licensed to preach

the (jospel by the Classisof Raritan

in 1866. mid immediately became

the ])astor of the First Reformed

Church of Hoboken. X. J.
Other

settlements were at Davenjiort,

Iowa, La Cygne, Kansas (Pres),

and the C"hurch of the Chjve, High

Falls, X. V. He was honored with

the degree of D. D., by Hope College, in 1898. One hundred

and si.xtv-seven persons have, thus far, b(.-c-n receiveil into the

The Rkv. Willi.\m H Vkoom, D. L).
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cttninuiiiion tluriiijL^ this paslorate. ninety-live liy confession and

se\enty-t\v<) by certiricate.

I'he valuable pi|>e origan was presented by Mrs. I".ii/.al)eth

Blau\elt. one ot" the niend)ers. as an expression ot rilial affection

as well as love tor tiie Church. F.n<^ra\ed upon a small plate ot

bronze is the follow ni.:; inscription :

In .Mk.mokia.m,

This ()r(;.\n Is (iivKx to thk RKKORMKn (hi Kt n

(IK P.\R.\MIS. N. |.. IN I,OVIN(i RkMEMBRANi K OK

.\HKAH.\.M II. .\CKKR.MAN

.\NI)

.M.VKV .\i KKR.MAN.

BV IHKIK IXU(;HTKK. Kl.lZAHKlH .M . Hl.AlXKI.T.

N()\. I. A. 1). l8y2.

At the same time the addition was built behind the pul])it.

steam heat installed, and the interior redecorated and refurnished

at a cost al tog-ether of over s6.ooo.

Notwithstanding' the many changes occurring around her this

ancient Church still displays a good measure of life and vigor.

The present officers are :

Pastor. William H. N'koom, I). I).

KLDKKS. deacons.

\\ ILLLAM HaRIJINi; IoSK.PH p. WfNTKRS
A. ACKERMAX BlaI VELT ArTHIR (J. ZaBRISKIE

(JARRET H. Winter Albert H. Storm.s

Albert I). Ackerman Walter Hanham

Stephen T. \'an Kmblr>;h. ."^Superintendent of Sabbath school.



THE reformp:i) church of clarkstown

TnK Rf.v. David Cole, D. D.

TINS Church, as to organization, stands fourth in order on the

roll of the Classis of Paramus. It had a full set of elders

and deacons from its becrinning, and was never collegiate with

the Church of Tappan. Yet it was a genuine child of the latter,

and the lives of the two. through Clarkstown's first eightv ye^irs,

were very closely assf^iciated. The Rev. -Samuel Verbryck had the

charge of both Churches from 1749 to 1784, and the Rev. Nicholas

Lansing was pastor of both from 1784 to 1830. P^.ach. during his

]ieriod, had his home in the Tappan parsonage, and gave to the

Tappan Church two-thirds, and to the Clarkstown Church one-

third of his Sabliaths. And each always received two-thirds of

his salary from 'I'appan, and one-thirtl from Clarkstown. The

calls of the two, dated respectively June 17. 1750. and August 11.

1784. and the subsequent occurrence of their installations, which

took place, the former September 11. 1750. and the latter Decem-
ber 5, 1784, are all recorded on the Tappan minute book. And
the same book contains the rolls of the early Consistories of l»oth

Churches. No sejiarate minute book for Clarkstown seems to

have been kept previous to about 1800. 'The joint pastorate of

Domine Verbryck was terminated by his tleath. January 31,

1784, and that of Domine Lansing by his resignation in the spring

of 1830. Domine \'erbryck was called on a salary of eighty New
York ]iounds. or 5200 a year, with jiromise of an increase of

twenty pounds in the event of the death of Domine .Muzelius, who,
since his retirement in 1749. had been an annuitant upon the

Tappan Church. Domine Lansing was called upon a salar\- of

S425. io these amounts in money were of course added the use

of the ]iarsonage and its farm, and also certain minor perquisites

which were specified. Each, in each church during every year of

his jKistorate. was to j^reach on the Heidelberg Catechism at a
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secoiul service <lurin!:(^ tlic tive most pleasant inontlis. and to ad-

minister the Loril's Su[)per three times. Hut one marriage rceonl

was kept for the two Churches, and this was on the 'I"a])])an

hook. This record, for Domine X'erhryck > time, is ahiiost wliollv

h)st. The two Churches kept separate records of their members
from the beii^inninyf. hut that of Chirkstown t'rom 1753 to 1800 can

not now he found. The baptismal records are tlie i^htrx of the two

Churches. Ihey were always ke])t separate, and each Church has

its own toihiy without a month of break from its bej^innin^-. Hotii

in full and in exact orig^inal form and order, that of Tappan from

i6y4 to 1822. and that of Clarkstown from 174^ to 17^5. were

publisheil and widely circulated over the area of both Churches in

1884.*

\\'hat is now known as Rockland county (hd not come into

separate existence till February 23. 1798. In i 749 it was still jiart

of Orange, and was tlivided into the precincts of ()rang-etown tm

the south and Haverstraw on the north, with their diviiling line

not strictly defined. This local condition continued till after the

Revolution. On the seventh of March. 1788. the legislature of

the state of New York erected these two old precincts into Orange

county towns with boundaries clearly tixed. Three vears later, on

the nineteenth of March. 1791. it set off from Haverstraw the two

towns of New Hempstead (now Clarkstown) on its southeast, and

Ramapo on its southwest. W ithin the present century, on the

thirtieth of March. 1865, it further contracted the town of Haver-

straw by erecting its northern part into the town of Stony Point.

Clarkstown, as a name, was first applied to a mere hamlet

about seven miles to the north (jf the Tappan church, and just

over the line within the precinct of Haverstraw. .Soon after its

adoption, however, it was superseded by another designation,

which, strange to say, in its turn, gave way again to the first

name resumed. An event of great interest to the little hamlet oc-

curred, no one can tell in just what year. That it had taken place

before 1749, however, is proved by the corporate name given to

the new Church in that year organized. A strong colony of Dutch.

Huguenots, English and Scotch had come over from Hempstead.

Long Island, and joining the old settlers, had had influence

enough to change the name of the hamlet to "New Hempstead."

'This name took strong hold, extended widely over the country to

'See Bters" Histors- of Rocklaud Co.
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the west and northwest, and finally, in ijt;!, l)ecanie the lirst

name of the new eounty town in that vi-ar instituted. Most of

the faniily names of the new eoniers from Loni^ Island, will he

!.^-i\-en below. Their advent had hrou^-ht ^Teat (luiekenins^ to the

hamlet's life, and it liad a nH)st important hearinii; 0.1 the forma-

tion and i^rowth of the new C'larkstown C'hureh. At its very start

the C'hureh receivetl in its official papers the title of "The Protest-

ant ivefornied Dutch (,'hurch of New Hempstead." In place of

"New Hemjistead," would of course have been written '-C'larks-

town," if it had been founded a little before.

I'he new C'hureh, formed but one month after the enforceil retire-

ment of Domine AFuzelius froni his Tajipan pastorate, must of

course have i^rown jiartly out of feeling-, but more yet out of real

need. The peo]>le who inaug-urated it were undoubtedlv worn out

with the troubles at Tappan, and g-latl to start a brighter Church

home among themselves. Vet there were two other reasons for the

new step. They lived a long way from Tappan. especially in the

days of primeval roads. Hut more than this, they were obliged to

make provision for the i)eople who Innl come over from Long Island.

These were the main reasons for the new movement of 1749.

Into this moxement, however, entered a little side history

which must be given to make this narrative complete. There was
no divided feeling among the new comers from Hempstead, nor
was there the least antagonism between them and the old settlers

over religicnis faith or Church polity. All were tirm for Reformed
doctrine and gowrnment. But there were among them manv not

familiar with the Holland language, which would be used exclus-

ively in the new Church as it luul been in the Church of rapi)an.

These people, some of them Scotch, located themselves ])rominentIv

on a hill near Xanuet, to which they gaw the name of • 'ScothuKl,
"

still heartl in the talk of the old people of the region. And they

very soon startetl a Chui-ch lor themsehes, a little to the north of

the present \-illage of .Spring X'alley, -a Church known at first as

"The Knglish Church of New Hempstead," but now found on the

roll of the Presbyterian Ceneral Assend)ly as 'The Presb\'terian

Church of Hempstead, X. V. " The exact date of this Church's or-

ganization is not known but we have a full list of its elders and
tleacons in a preserx'ed deed, dated I)ecend)er 12. 1754, which fact

of course implies that the Church luul been founded before that

date. The ReftH-med Church is undoubtedl v the older ol" tlu' two.
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l)ut tlnTc (.annot lie imu'li ditk-ri'iKH' as to aj^c.' ln'twccii tliciii. And

tlu'oiih rr;is(in loi" li MimliiiL;" two t'liurcIu'S instead of one, was the

dilk'ixiRC as to laiiL;iiat^i' bi't ween tlu' founders. All whtc ahso-

lutel\' aniwd upon tlu- doctiiiu- and politN' to \)V held and ol)sei"\'ed

in tin- C'liuixh of Christ.

ll is not at all prohahle that Domine Aluzelius, whose retire-

ment from Die lappan pastorate in Noveml)er, 1749, had eome
about in manner as above deseribed, e\'er had anythinjj; to do with

the foundins:!^ of the Xew Ilernpstead C'liurch. I'nder the eircum-

stances of the time, we may be sure he would ne\er ha\e been

Thk Rkkormki) Church of Cl.vrkstown,— 182^.

intrusted with the start or the care of a new Church. \N'e have

sufiiciently shown what did start the movement for the new Church.

The precise day of its formal organization, as finally brought about,

is lost. The year and month, however, are known. It was or-

ganized in December, 1749-

And now the Church has had a history of a century and a

half. It has, as stated, no separate minutes of its first eighty years.

It erected its first house of worship in 1752—a plain frame struc-

ture, on the site now occupied by what the people call their "old
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cliurch. "
.still stan(.lin,y^ on the road to New Citv. Tti.-it structure

was demolished in 1S25, and the ]irescnt --old ehureh," built of

stone, was huilt on its site in the same \-ear. The more recent

and l)eautitul church, now used by the congreg-ation, stands about

a mile to the south of the "old church." It was finished in 1871.

Its cost was $22,000. and there is nodebt upon it. The orgaidza-

tion was legally called "i'lie Protestant Reformed Dutch Church
of New Hempstead till May 6, 1841, althous^h for manv years

before that, the ]ieo]de had been callinu; it " The Protestant Re-

formed Dutch Church of Clarkstown. " This last name was defin-

itely fi.xed upon it by lei^islative enactment at the date named.
Since 1867, its pro]ier les^al name has been sinii)Iy "The Reformed
Church of Clarkstown. " The old burial j^rountl of the congrej^a-

tion, hallowed by the most precious associations, and unspeakablv

dear to the older people especially, is ]iart of the "old church" site.

Its use, however, has been long ago superseded by large and more
modern cemeteries, originated arid controlled by corporations hav-

ing no connection with any special denomiiiation or Church.

Sketches of Domines \'erbryck and Lansing, the pastors of

this Church's tirst eighty years, are given in the history of the

TapjKin Church. *

By reason of the lateness of its start, and because of the wis-

dom of Domine Verbryck, its pastor from 1750 to 1784, the Clarks-

town Church ran cptite clear of the great Coetus and Conferentie

conflict, which so severely tried the Church at Tappan. It had, of

course, the experience of hard work which came in later with the

continue<I growth of the population over its suri'ounding country,

and with the needs which increased with that growth. It felt the

throes of the American Revolution. And much later still, it felt,

in common with the other Churches of its county and of Bergen

county, X. J., the rocking of the great Reformed Church secession

ot 1822. INIany new Churches of its own and other denominations

now cover the ground originally occujiied by this Church alone.

During the last century and a (piarter. Churches have grown u]i at

Haverstraw, Blauvelt, Xyack, Piermont, Middletown, Xanuet,

West Xew Hemjistead, S])ring \'alle\', Monsey, antl at other

places, all within its original congregational bounds. This was
to be expected. It testifies to the growth of population, and to

the spread of the kingdom of Christ.

*.See "History of the kefornied Churcli of Tappan."
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'I'Ir' st()r\' 1)1'
I Ik- uphuildini;- of tlio (

'I arkstown ( 'liurcli. wliich

will lakr up tin- rot of our allotlrd space, will rcipiii'L'. tirsl, a

i^laiKX' at tile taiuilii's that \\a\c iilk'il the pews ironi I74<y. and

second, appii i])riatc notices ol' its pastors since 1830, when it he-

j.;an its \vholl\' se'parati' Church lile.

I'he earliest lanulies were, lirst ol' all, many of the \ery same

which had I'ormeil tlu' sti"en<;ih of the con^-re^-ation at '!'a]ipan.

'I'he comers I'l'oin I.oni;- Island 1)\ no mi-aiis threw the ohl settlers

into the shade. I'he following- names, most ol' them pure Dutch.

l)nt a tew of them Ilui^uenot, which liad heen so lamiliar at

'rap])an, come in also at L'larkstown, \'iz.. Ackernian. Hlauvelt.

Hui^-art. Conklin. Cool. Crom. Cu\-per. deCleick, Demafest. I )e I'uw.

(ierrits(.-n. Hansen, llarin^-. I lendricksen. Ho^'enkani]). jansen.

Mebie. .Meyer, .M inne, Xa,^-el, ( )nderdoid<, Iviker. .'^mith. ."sickelsen.

Stephens, Storm. Talman. \'an Dalssen. N'anderliilt. X'andervoort,

\'an llouten. \'an Cleef. \ an Xostrand. \'an ( )rden. \'oorhees,

W'aldron. \\"ester\-elt. W'illiamsen and others less common. Hut

tlu' Lonj.;- Island immi^-rants and later riew comers added to these

before iSoo. manv entirely new faniil_\- names, some ot which

went into the rolls of the Dutch and others into those of the

Eng-lish Church, such as Alyee. Allison, l^lanch. Cam]d)ell. Coe.

Cox, Duterie, deBacn, Duryee, de Noyelles, Dubois, de Ronde,

Forseur, Felter, Ferdon, Gero, (jordon, (lurnee, Halstead. jumens,

Knapp, Luqueer, Magie, Oblinis, Ogilvie, Palmer, Peneur, Polhe-

mus, Pye, Quackenbush, Remsen, Seaman, Secor, Serven. SutTern,

Terneur, Tremper and Vermilye. I'hese lists do not exhaust

either the old names or the new. But they give the most prom-

inent of both. \'erv manv of Itoth classes are still represented

in the countv round al)out Clarkstown. And I may sa}' ot both,

as in the Tappan sketch I have said of the founders and early

people of that Church, that as to home-love, business capacity,

integritv, patriotism, l^iblical knowledge and Cliristian devotion,

they rei)resented the very best blood of the early Dutch. Hugue-

not and English immigrations. Better material could not ha\e

been brought together to lay the foundations of a Christian

Church. I pay this tribute to them from personal and life-long

acquaintance with their lines so largely revealed through the

records of the Clarkstown Church.

To make the history of this Church's early constituency full,

however, a further episode in its progress must even yet be noted.
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About fittt-en years atk-r its orj^'-ani/atioii in 1749, an incident oc-

eurreil whicli sent u|) a \erv unexpected accession to it from the

old TapiJan Cliurch below. Down to 1774, Tappan had been one
of the court towns of ( )rani^e county. Its court Iiouse stood on the

ii:reen at^the side ()f tlie chur.ch.^ 'J.'lie' Re\-ohition was api)roach-

inj^'-. Party feeliiii^- for and a^^raiiist^the British ,i,n)vernnient was
runnin.t: high. Ebenezer Wood.." who ' had been many years
I)e])uty Sheriff of the county, was livint^'^ in the court house witli

his family. He was ardenth' and outspokenl}' American in liis

teeling. The court liouse was burned, it was l)e]ie\-ed l)y incen-

diaries, supposed to l)e his ])olitical enemies. The result was the

removal of the court center and all the court ofhcers and their

families to the locality north of the Clarkstown cliurch. since that

time known as New C'itw All the new comers went at once into

the Clarkstown Church, and i^ave it a fresh and most important
impulse. The name of Wood, which became and so lon,^- con-

tinued i)rominent at New City and in the up]U'r ]Kirt of the countv.
was ,L,^aiiie(l to Clarkstown in this une.\'])ected way.

The spiritual character of this Church was always solid, and
at times in its history noted re\-ivals haxe occurred. It sliared

especially in the remarkable work of ,i^n-ace with which Rockland
county Churches were yisited in 1819-1821. In iSiy. it reported
an accession of twenty-liyc on profession. In 1821, the minutes
ot the Particular Synod of New York say. referring to this revival

during the previous year. "The work has extended to the congre-
gation at Clarkstown, under the care of Rev. Nicholas Lansing,
which has received at one communion one hundred and three

members as the fruits of the revival. '" These years were memor-
able in the county. In my young life I used often to hear them
referred to, and prayers offered that they might come again. I do
not know the particulars of all later special outpourings of the Holy
Sjurit upon this Church, but on several occasions it has been
blessed with unusual (|uickenings. It has had manv sju'ritual-

minded pastors. With one exception only, of the Rev. Peter ].

(,)uick who had charge of it from 1S37 to 1866, its pastorates

from 1830 have been short. In all they have been nine in num-
ber, and no one of them has exceeded seven years in length. I

remember taking personal part in a revival service with the people
in 1869. and find, upon referring to subsecpient Minutes of (ieneral

Synod, that an ingathering of fifty-two persons on profession is re-
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ported as the result of tliat work. It WDuld l>e interest in.ti: t" k''*»

over the records and aseerlain the reported outcome ol the work

of this Chureli for its Lord (hiring- its century and a half ol' history.

But we have no room tor this now.

I brin^- niv article to an eml l>y K'\''"k' wliat I liave of my

own personal knowledi^^e and have been able to collect in ret^ard

to the ministers of this Church since 1830. I have known each ot

them, and most of them intimately, as tliey liave been passing

aloni^.

TiiK Kiev. C'liKis'ioi'HER Hint.

The Rev. Christopher Hunt was born at d'arrytown, X. ^^

,

September 10, 1801. He lust both ]iareuts while in early child-

hood, and was caret! for in an or])han asylum, in which he received

excellent spiritual trainin,L,^ which was ,!^^reatly blessed to him. He

was gratluated from Rutgers College in 1827, and from the New
Brunswick Seminary in 1830. He was pastor at Clarkstown, 1830-

32. at Xas.sau, X. V., 1832-37, and in Xew York City (Franklin

street), 1837-39. He died of pulmonary disease, May 7, 1839.

I knew him from his years in the Xew Brunswick Seminary, and

well rememl)er his personal magnetism, wliicli was i)artl\- ot his

natural temperament, but grew more yet out of his spiritual char-

acter. He had a bright mind and especially a tine imagination. His

style ran into the poetic. In fact he wrote much in verse, though

he is not known to have printed any of his compositions. He

had well improved his opportunities, and was a man of much cul-

ture. .\s a preacher he was clear, warm and effective. He was

devoted to his pulpit and pastoral Avork, and his congregations

loved him dearly. Soul-winning was his pas.sion. His exercises

during his last illness were intelligently spiritual, comfortable to

himself and comforting to his friends. His last words were, ".\11

is Avell."

I have not yet been able to ascertain the names of his

parents. He married Jane, sister of the Rev. John Scudder,

famed as the founder of our Reformed Church Mission at Arcot

in India. ^Irs. Hunt was a lady of e.xceptional retinement and

sweetness of disposition, and at the same time of rare managing

and directing skill. After her husband's death, she conducted a

school for girls in Xew York City for many years, and became

widely known for her success, especially in impressing upon her

pupils her own loveliness of temperament. She was born De-
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cember 9, 1808. and died October 11, 1867. Both husband and

wite are burieil in New \'()rk Bay Cemetery. The only chihl now
reniainini^ is a daughter, who is the wife of the Rev. lohn I,.

Mac Xair, i-)astor of the Kefornu-d t'hurcli of Kochester, Ulster

county, X. V.

Thk Rev. Ai.exaxdf.k H. \\'.\k.\kk.

The Rev. Alexander H. \\'arner was born in New York City.

November 20, 1800. fie did not determine upon a profession till

it was too late to take a eoUeg-e course. He was graduated from

the New Brunswick Seminary in 1S32. He was pastor at Clarks-

town, 1832-37, and at Hackensack, 1837-63, when failing health led

him to resign his charge and take a season of rest. His last active

service was rendered as chaplain for

nine years, from 1868 to 1877, at the

New Jersey State Prison at Trenton.

He died at Hackensack. August 22,

18S2, at nearly eighty-two years of

age.

He was a devoted Christian, a

man of superior judgment, a pro-

fcjundly si)iritual preacher and pastor.

and highly regarded as a counsellor.

His steadiness of spirit and kindness

of heart made hmi greatly loved, and

fixed an emphasis on his friendship

"which cannot be forgotten by any
The Rev. ALEX.A.NnER H. W.4RNER. u i u- ri u i •who knew him. He was called m
every direction in cases of trial, his ministry being felt to be sus-

taining and uplifting in a remarkable degree. These things ^vere

of my own personal knowledge. I regret that I have not had at

hand testimony from other sources.

The Rev. Peter James (^)itck.

1 he Rev. Peter James Quick was born in Somerset county,

N. J.. March 6. 1806. He was graduated from Rutgers College in

1833, and from the New Brunswick Seminary in 1836. His pas-

torate at Clarkstown was his only one. It ran to the length of

twenty-nine years ("1837-56). Having after his resignation passed

a short time in retirement and rest, he accepted a call tf) the rec-

torship of Hertzog Hall. New Brunswick, which he held from 1869
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till i,S74. l-iiini this tinu' he was lilnarian ol" the Sai^^e Library till

the (hite of his ilcath, which occurred on the ninth of Xovemhcr,

i.S,S6, wlien he was in the eiKlity-tirst

}'ear of his age.

Tliis brotlier was held hack in

his career by a diflidence which

seenied like self-depreciation. He
was in fact a scholar and sernionizer

of far more than common merit, and

a most industrious and hard-work-

iiiLT pastor. Retined in every thought

and habit, and eminently conscien-

tious as to living and duty, he com-

manded profound respect and in-

spired universal confidence. The

Rev. Dr. John A. DeBaun, who grew

up from childhood under his minis-

try, says of him :
'• He had a reserve which made it a torture for

him to preach before anv people but his own, so that aside from oc-

casional exchanges with his n.ear ministerial brethren, he was rarely

heard out of his own pulpit. But there he was a power. His sermons

were carefully prepared, pre-eminently instructive, and earnestly

and impressively delivered. The seed sown sprang up, and God
was glorified and sinners saved.

Thk Kkv. I'etkk Ja:\ii:s Qfick.

The Rev. Benjamin C. Lippixcott.

The Rev. Benjamin Cooper Lippincott was born in Hoboken,

N. J., November 22. 1824. He was graduated from Rutgers Col-

lege in 1847. ^^^^ from the New Brunswick Seminary in 1850. His

pastorates were at Hurley, 1850-66, Clarkstown, 1866-72. W'allkill

Valley, 1872-77, Xorth and South Hampton, Pa., 1877-81, and Port

Ewen. 1881-98.

It was during his ministry, in 1869, that the revival oc-

curred, of which I have spoken above as coming under my own
observation. It is said that two of its converts becaine ministers

of the Gospel. It was during his pastorate also that the new
church now used was begun, and was brought to coinpletion in

1 87 1. This was his second work in church building, a new

church having been erected by the people at Hurley during his

pastorate there. It would seem that as to ingathering of souls.
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his |)erii)(l at Port Mwen iiuist have been the most prochictive.

Several of his coniimmion seasons there broutjht in hirt^c acces-

sionson profession of iaith. In 1887

he reeeived seventy-one at a time,

in 1888 and again in 1894, twenty-

four, and in 1898, the year before

his death, twenty-eij^ht. "As a

])astor and counsellor of the youns^,

and especially of young men, he

excelled. Scores of young men
were brought to Christ through his

]iers()nal effort. \\'hen asked on his

dying bed by one who was beside

him. what message he should carry

to his brethren in the ministr}-,

he answered, 'Be thou faithful unto
The Rkv. Bkntamin- C. I^iPi'iNCOTT. i xi j t -n • i\death, and 1 will give thee a crown

of life." '* He died at Kingston, on Sabbath morning, January

The Reformed Church of Clarkstowx,— 1871.

See Minutes of General Synod. Vol XIX, p. 565.
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29, 1899. Ilis fuiu'ral was lirld in the I'ii'st Kcronncd ('liurch

(if that citv. and liis remains were laid to rrst amoniL^ the people

of his fnst ehaii^e, at Ilurley, X. \'.

TlIK K K\ . I'l' KDIXANI) S. SeUKXCK, I ). D.

The l\e\'. ferdinand Schurenian Sehenek is a grandson of a

distiii^-uished ph\-sieian of Somerset Countv, X. |. Mis father,

the Rev. Martin I.nther Schenck, was a most aeti\e and nsetul

minister of onr C'hnreh. who serx'ed thirt\'-three years in ])astoral

work, and dit'd \ery suddenly on the eleventfi of Mareli, 1873.*

The son was itorn at Plattekill, Ulster eounty, X. N'., Aii,L;ust

6, 1845, was L^-radLiated from the C'ollet^e of Xew |ersey in 1865,

and from tlu' All)an3^ law school in 1867. After a j^ractice of law

for two years, he entered the Theoloi^ical Seminary at New Bruns-

wick, and was ^'raduated from it in 1872. His pastorates were at

C'larkstown, 1872-77, Montg-omery, 1877-89, Hudson, 1889-96, and

University Heig-hts, New York, 1897-99. In |une of the last

named year he was elected by the General Synod of our Church to

its professorship of Pastoral Theolog-y and Sacred Rhetoric in the

New Brunswick Seminary, to succeed the Rev. Dr. David D. Dem-
arest, who had died in 1898. He \vas installed in his office, Sep-

tember 26, 1899, and is now tilling- his seminary chair. The
honorary degree of D. D. was conferred upon him bv Rutgers Col-

lege in I 891.

The Church of Clarkstown was

his first charge. He entered upon

it just after the new church build-

ing had been completed. 'I"he peo-

ple hatl l^een divided over the ques-

tion of location, and over the stvle

of construction. A debt of $16,000

remained upon the congregation,

antl with the feeling that existed,

the outlook was perplexing. He
preached his first sermon from the

words, "Christ Jesus came into the

world to save sinners." The peo-

ple were pleased with it, and placed
''""ki^-^v. FERn.N.^NDS.scHKNCK.D.D.

the words upon their church wall as a decoration. He went on

with his work, preaching the Gospel, taking no sides, and the

* Corwin's Manual, p. 432.
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(li\i(lL'(l ])('()|)lc came lo^'ctlier. 'I'eii thousand dollars of the

hinldiui^- (k'l)t ])assc(l ol'f duriiiL;- his li\-e years of pastorate. He
was |)()])ular and sueet'ssful in all his charges. What our Kelornied

Church thinks of him as a man. as a scholar, and as a Christian

minister and teacher, is ])roved by its course in elevating- him to

tiie hi<^-h ])Ositi()n he now holds.

Thk Kkv. Samuel Strkxc;.

'l"he Rev. Samuel Streni^ was horn at Pella, Iowa. He
was graduated from Hope CoUct^e in 1871. After a sus])ensi()n

of study for tliree years on account of impaired health, he

enteretl the New Brunswick Seminary in 1874, and finished his

course in 1877. His hrst pastorate was at Clarkstown, 1877-82.

Later he was jiastor at Churchville,

Pa., 1882-90, and at Kalamazoo,

Mich., 1890-92. This last charq;e he

resigned on account of ill health.

Then in succession, he served for a

time as Classical missionary, taug-ht

a while in Hope College, and was
stated supply at Fairview, Illinois,

till in 1897, he entered upnu the

final illness, from which he passetl

to his heavenly rest on the thirtl of

October, 1900. He was buried at

South Branch, N. )., on the sixth.

"Mr. Streng was a man of

brilliant intellectual ]iowers, and it

was only on account of his extreme modestv and his feeble

health that he failed to take a more ])rondnent position among
the clergy of the Reformed Church. Hut what 1 wish specially

to say is that he was a man of wonderful faith. During the last

year 1 had opportunity to meet him often. He was constaidlv

racked with pain, antl yet ne\-er failed in hohh'ng on to his faith

in (j(.)(l. . . . Among the last woi'ds he spoke to me, last

July, were these, 'My sufferings are almost more than 1 can bear,

but (), 1 am so hapi:)y within I' He longed for the end to come,

but was ever patient to await the Master's call. A true servant of

Cjod rests from his labors and sufferings."*

* The Rev. Win. \'eensclioten. "Christinn Uitelliijeiiccr," Oct. 12. moo.

ThIC Ri-:V. .-iKMllI SIK1N(
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'I'liK K !• \ . I).Win M. Tai.mack.

AIUt the rcsiiL;n;itii)n of Mr. StrciiLi;, a Nacancy occurred in

the i)ast()ralc ol (lie C'liurt h, C( mlimiiiiL;" tVoin i<SS2 until 1884.

'I'lie |uilpit was nieanwliile occupied 1)\' llie l\e\'. ('liarlcs Sted-

maii lla^cman. 1 ). I ). of N_\'ack, as a stated su])ply.

Tile I\e\. I)a\id Mallu'i- I'alinaj^e, who next succeeded, and

who is the second ol the nine pastors still livins^, is a son ol the

ilistin^'uished Kew |ohn \'. N. 'ralnia^c, 1). I)., lor forty years Ke-

fonned Church missionary at .\ino\', China. lie was l)orn at

Aniow l*\'l)i"uai"\' 4, 1852. and was j^raduated from Riitt^ers C 'ol-

lej^c in 1874, and from the Xew Brunswick Seminary in 1877.

lie was appointed missionary to Amoy at once, upon being- li-

censed, and took his place in the work.

Failure of health, however, compelled

him to abandon foreign work, and to

suspend all active service for a con-

siderable time. Upon recovering his

strength, he entered upon work in this

country. He was pastor at Bound

Brook, 1883-84, and at Clarkstown

1884-88. Since 1888 he has been pastor

at W'estwood, X. ). Here he has been

blessed in building up to a g^ood degree

of working- strength what, when betook

it, was a mere infant Church. It has

more than trebled in its meml)ership

untler his faithful care. His pastorate

at Clarkstown was brief, but spiritually useful. He was also suc-

cessful in reducing the debt upon the new Church buikling. After

his resignation there followed a vacancy of two years in the

pastorate from 1888 to 1890, during which the i)ulpit was supplied

by Samuel Marinus Zwemer, wdio was at that time i)ursuing his

seminarv course at New Brunswick, but has since become noted

as the missionarv of the Reformed Church, toArabia.

D.^VID M. 'i".\LM.\GE.

The Rev. Eugene Hill.

The Rev. Kugene Hill was born at Rosendale, X. Y., Septem-

ber 12, 1846. He was graduated from the Fdlenville Academy in

1863, and served in the United States Army from the spring of



288 IIISl'OKV OK rilK CI.ASSIS OK PAKA.MIS

I S64 to I'"el)i"uary, 1S66, after which \\v I'fturiK'd to his liomc and

(.MitLM-L'd into business at l'",(hl\\' ille. In tlu' winter of 1868, lie

married .Miss l^ettic Rhinehart, of

koseiiihile. Both united, duriii.L;' the

same winter, witli llie Kosendale l\e-

formed C'hureli.

In i8^)(j, ha\'in!^- remox'ed to l\ddy-

\ille where there was no Cliureh of our

denomination, he united with the

Methodist Church, became \ei"\' actiw

in its Christian work, and soon was

licensed to the Metliodist ministry.

ActiuL^-, howe\'er, a httle hater on the

ach'ice ot his h)rmer Kosenchde pastor,

the Re\'. .M. I*". Liebenau, he determined

u])on seeking; licensure in the Church

of his childhood. I'hicini>- himself

under the counsel of the Classis of Kiny^ston, he souiii'ht and

obtained Irom the (jeneral Synod, the necessary disjtensa-

tion from a seminary course, and was finally examined and

licensed to the ministry in 1881. After haxdn*^'- served with

usefulness in ])astorates at Rosenchde, I-'.sopus, and I'hree

lirid^'cs, lie was calletl to the chari^e of the Clarkstown Church,

and served as its ])astor from 1891 to i^'-)7- Dui^in^- his

time, the church was cleared of all remaining;- debt, and a new
parsona^-e was built. There was a constant ^rowtli in tln'

congregation, and 122 persons, of wdiom 85 were bv jirofession,

were added to the membership. The Ke\'. Mr. llill is now jiastor

of the Retormed Church of W'l'st Co.vsackie, N. \'.

Thk Kiev. KfiacNK Hii.i.

The \\v.\. (i.\ki<Ki"r M. Conoxkk.

The Re\'. (iarrett Milton Coiio\'er was born at Clinton, Hun-

terdon county, X. |., March 29, 1866, was bajitized in tlu' Church

ot Lebanon, and made his ])rofessioii of faith at about fourteen

\ears of age in the Church ol .\nnanilale. He was ])repared for

Rutgers College in its own (irammar School, was a member of its

class of i8y2, and was graduated from the New I^runswick Semin-

ary in 1895. llislirst ])astorate (1895-97) was of the two Churches

of Hawthorne and North I'aterson, in both ol which he was suc-

cessful in both temporal and sjiiritual work. .\t North Paterson
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tlu' iiK'ml)(.'rslii|) was iiiori.' tli;iii douMcd, in liolli C'hurclu-s sub-

stantial iniproNcnunts \vci\" nunk' in l)uililiii,L;s, and al I law llioniL'

imlehtechu'ss w as rcdiKcil. In l)ec(.'ni-

bcr 1897. liL' was called lo C'larkstown,

wluTc he was ])i-artilv re-crivt'd, and 1r-

has hern |i(i|)ulai" and has doiu- ^ood

work. Thr Churoh has lost in rccrnt

yrars iiy the death of some of its old

and strong- supporters, hut it continues

united and vii^orous, and is working

heartily with its pastor. During- this

year, 1900. it has celebrated its one

hundred and tiftieth anniversary. It is

true as e\'erto the Retornietl ck'nonuna-

tion, and faithful in its support of all

our work and institutions. It has matle

a chanye recently in its parsonage

property, aiul of the cost of this change a small amount is yet

standing, which will of course be removed ver}' soon. A future

of growth must be before the locality of this Church, and

continued unity of [nn-pose and spiritual devotion will cer-

tainly insure to it an expansion far greater than it has known in

its past. Every old friend will wish it (iodspeed as it pushes on to

the rank to which it is entitled among the agencies for the spread

ot the Retleemer's kingdom in its own vicinity, and in the broader

outlying world.

The Kkv. Garrett M. Coxovkk



THE OLD REFORMED CHURCH OF TOTOWA

The Rev. Theodore W. Welles, D. D.

IT
is difficult to determine when tlie Reformed Dutcli Church of

Totowa was ori^anized. What is Iviiown as tlie Totowa tract

was orig-inally patented to Georg-e Wiliocks, one of the proprie-

tors of Kast jersey, anil sul)sequently became the projierty of An-

tliony Hroclcholts, Halmati^h \'an Ilouten and Ralph \'an Houten.

Other lands on the north side of the Passaic, in the township of

INIanchester, were given by the jtroprietors, at an early date, to

Maryen C'amblo—Marian Campbell—and by her transferred to

Blandina, wife of Petrus Bayard, in 1697, and November 2, 1706,

were conveyed to George Ryerson of Pomjitou, Ivver Ryerson

and Francis Ryerson, of New York. The western half of Man-

chester and about all the First Ward of the Gitv of Paterson, were

purchased of the Indians in i 709 by George Rverson, of Accjuack-

anonk, Uriah Westervelt, of Hackensack, and Francis Ryerson, of

New York. Totowa was settled by the Yan Houtens about 1720.

The occupation of the land was slow. The First Ward of Pater-

son and the lower part of tlw- .Second Ward had no white inhabi-

tants in all ].M"obability until 1740 or =;o. *

"The hrst white owners of the soil, in the territory we have

mentioned, were all Dutch, and with the exception of the settlers

ot the Wagraw tract, the jiortion bing north of the river antl east

of Clinton street, were relatives of the Acquackanoidc |)atentees.
"

For more than halt a centur\- they attended the Accjuackanonk

Church, but as the i)opulation of the several neighborhoods in-

creased there was a demand for additional accommodations. This

])robably caused the pastor at Acquackanonk to hold service and to

» These wards are on the north side of the Passaic River,—the First on the east, the

Second on the west side of Temple street—and may he con.sidered as occupying al)out the
central portion of the territory of tlic conafres<ation of the Old fotowa Church.
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catccliisc ami l)a|)ti/,i' ;il tlic hoiisrs of (hose who wvw ahic to ac-

coniinodatc llu' pi'i <\i\c. " '*

Duriiii^- Ihr niiiiistr\' ol' the Ruw Joliaiiiics \'an I )ii\-ss(.-n as

pastor of tlK' united con^TCi^^ations of Ac(iuackanoiik, I'onds and
l\)m]>ton, Totowa was made a preaching- station and the woii< (W

i^-atlicrin^- a Church Ihrrc was inau.^-uratcd. Ilis coinun-tion with

thesi- ChurclK's ccasod in 174'S, and in 1750 the Kcv. I)a\id .Mar-

inas, then a theological student, was called l)\ the uinted cons^re-

,y:ations of Ac(]uaekanonk and Ponipton, hut was not ordained and
installed as i)astor nidil ( )clol)er S, 1752. 1 1 is lahors were s^-reat-

ly blessed, the Consistory of the C'hui-ehes to whom he ndnistered

testityinj;-, in i75('i, that he disclunxed the duties of his ofHce "so

zealously and piously, with praiseworthy etiification, that it has

pleased the richness of (iod's g-oodness to cause his service of the

Churches so to i^row and flourish that out of the Churches of Ac-

quackanonk aiul I'onipton, with the o-eneral consent of both, a

third Church has arisen at 'i'(.)towa.
"

In harmony with this declaration, the Great Consistory and
cong-rei,^ation of Acquackanonk, February 24, 1856, empowered
their pastor, the Rev. David Marinus, to immediately consti-

tute a Consistory at Totowa. Two months later, April 23, 1756,
there is a Consistory at Totowa, enrolling four elders and four

deacons—Simeon \'an W'inekel, Jacob Van Houte, lohannes Ryer-
son and Jacobus Post, elders; Dierk Van Ciiesen, Helndch \'an-

Houten and Frans Post, deacons. At this time the Reformed
Churches of Xew Jersey were twenty in number, making the

Cduirch at Totowa the twenty-tirst Church of the Reformed faith

and polity organized in the state.

THE HOL'SE OF THE LORD.

This is mentioned as early as November 3, 1755. ^\'hen

. the Consistory was formed at d'otowa the editice was finished, hav-

ing been erected on land beh3nging to Henry Brockholst, of Pomp-
ton, the lot being situated on wliat is now known as Ryle avenue, at

that time the principal road north of the Passaic. It stood near

the foot of the hill, within a stone's throw of the bright waters of

the Passaic, about thirty feet east of the avenue and about a hun-

dred feet south of Matlock street. It w^as a stone building about
thirty or forty feet in area, the walls eighteen or twenty feet high,

the roof rising steeply from all four sides to a central peak, crowned
* William Nelson, in History of Passaic and Bergen Countie.s.
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with a square cupola surmounted l)y a gilded weather-cock as a

finial. The doorwav was in the mickllc of the front, a huge win-

dow on each side, and above, in the centre, a stone, set diamond-

wise in the wall, bearin,y the inscription, Hct Huijs des Heereu, IJSS-

(This is the House of the Lord, 175 5)- '^'lie floor was occupied by

two rows of long pews, with a gallery on each side, a very high

The Old Reformed Church of Totowa, — r

pulpit, overhung by a large sounding boanl, and before the jjulpit

a special pew for the Voorlescr.

The church was erected in 1755, but it was not until 1762

that the trustees acquired a legal title to the land on which it stood.

At this date a deed was executed by Henry Brockholst, who says

that he was prompted to do so l)y the good will he owes and the

regard he has for the progress of the Christian religion, and es])ec-
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iallv the luaiiiier .it" wDrsliip ol' the Low DlUcIi Kcformi'tl C'liurch of

llollaiiil, and also in consideration of fonr scats in pew No. i.

The trusters to whom this deed was made were Cornelius

Kip, l<ol)ert \'an lloiiten, Cornelius W'cstervelt, Johannis Van

Hlarcom ant! Cornelius (iarritse, "nK'nihers of the Low Dutch Re-

foi'ined Con<j^re,t;'ation ol Totowa.

'Viw. Rkv. D.wii) ^L\KI^^s, rHK Okcam/.kr.

Immediately after the completion of the church the Consist-

ories of Ac(puickanonk, Totowa and Pompton called the Rev. David

:\larinus to take jiastoral chari^re of the three conj^'-reg-ations, preach-

ing^ at Totowa a fourth of the time and making house to house

visits once a vear. For this service the Consistory at Totowa

promised to pay him a yearly salary of tw^enty-nine pounds, "New

Jersey money reckoned at half Proclamation money, or otherwise

New York current money," so long as he might continue their

teacher. The call was executed April 23, 1756, and in accordance

with its provisions Mr. Marinus served the Totowa congregation

for six years, or until 1762, when the Churches of Totowa, ?\airfield

and Boonton (now Montville) called the Rev. Cornelius Hlauw as

their pastor. ^Ir. INLarinus, however, continued to serve the Ac-

quackanonk congregation until 1773.

A short time after his ordination, he hought of Henry Brock-

hoist, July 20, 1754, a hundred acres of land at Totowa, between

the Falls and Hamburgh avenue, upon which, it is said, he built

a house on the north side of Totowa avenue, near Jasper street,

where he resided until December 2, 1760, when he exchanged

properties with Garret Van Houte, of .Sloterdam, and henceforth

occupied the Van Houte farm.

During his ministry the Conferentie party by some means got

possession of the church building at Pompton Plains, and de-

prived him of the use of it. The result was a division in the

Pompton Church, and another building was erected for him

across the river on the j^lains where he continued to preach for

a few vears. It was built about 1760, and after standing for ten

or twelve years was removed and used for other purposes.

An outline of the life and character of Mr. Marinus is given

in the historv of the Acquackanonk Church.

The Rev. Cokxelius Blavw, of the Coxferextie.

The Rev. Cornelius Blauw, a Hollander, of whom but little
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is known, was called to the pastorate of the Churches of Totowa,

Fairfield and Boonton, by what was known in the Church of those

days as the Conferentie party. He was installed pastor of these

Churches in 1762 by the Rev. John ."^chuyler. of Hackensack. and

the Rev. )ohannes Ritzema, of New ^'ork, two of the most ardent

Conferentie ministers. He remained about five years, when he

removed to Hackensack to take charge of the Second Church

there, and, after a three years' ministry, in 1771, finished his labors

on earth to render an account of his stewardship to the great

Judge of all. He lived at Two Bridges, and having no carriage

was taken to and from church by the more fortunate people.

Towards the close of his life he fell into irregular and dissipated

habits. He is said to have been a good preacher, but a quarrel-

some man, "invading the congregations of others, accepting calls

from the disaffected and illegally administering the ordinances to

them."

The disaffected were the Conferentie party, a small minority

of the Dutch people and Churches, opposed to the projects and

plans of the Coetus party. The contention has already been de-

scribed in these pages. It disturbed the whole Church filling it

with animosity until 1771. The Conferentie were the Tories of

the Church: the Cretus were the Continentals. "It was the spirit

of the age and of the land fighting for liberty, when the attempt

was made to bind it down by forms, customs and veneration for

the Fatherland, and it conquered then, as it always will conquer in

The Rev. Hkr.mams Mevkr. D. D. , the Learned Divine.

The pulpit of the Totowa Church seems to have been vacant

after the removal of Mr. Blauw in 17^7. until 1772, unless, as is

not improbable, their old pastor, Domine Marinus, resumed the

duties of his ministrv. In November, 1772, Totowa and Pomp-

ton together called the Rev. Hermanns Meyer, D. D. . and he was

installed as their pastor.

Dr. Meyer was born in Bremen, Lower Saxony, of good par-

entage, July 27, 1733. He was a graduate of Croningen Univer-

sity, Holland, and was distinguished for his tleep reading and

learning, the warmth of his piety, and the ardor of his evangelical

preaching. Hi.s sermons were practical and pointed. On one
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occasion, after |irc;uhin.u: on the necessity of re,<,^eneration, an

officer of the Cluucli met him and said: "Klesh and bUxxl can-

not en(hire such preachin^^" He (|uick1y answered, "Flesh and

l)h)od cannot inlierit the Kin-^(h)m of dod." He came to this

country with the Rev. Jacob K. I Iar<lenl.er-h, I). D., (who was

afterwards the first president of (,)ueens. now Kut.i^ers Colle^t^re),

when lie was returnin.s: home from a visit to Holland. He was

almost immediately called to Kin,t,^st()n, N. V., and for a time

served the people with great acceptance,* but his marriacre, April

17, 1764. with Rachel Hardenbergh, a daut^diter of Col. Joannes

Hardenbergh and Maria DuBois, of Rosendale, X. Y.. and sLster

of the Rev. Dr. Jacob R. Hardenbergh, one of the most ardent

and influential members of the Coetus party, to,o:ether with his

conscientious scrujiles in relation to the oath of allegiance to

(ireat Britain, which he was obliged to take, renouncing allegiance,

civil or ecclesiastical, to any other power, caused great trouble.

He thought he had abjured the authority of the Classis of Amster-

(kam, Holland, and so declared. The Consistory of the Kingston

Church was of the Conferentie party, and greatly offended by

these things closetl the church doors against him, and guarded the

entrance with an armed sentinel. For several years previous to

his receiving a call to Totowa he ministered in private houses.

October, 1784, he was appointed Professor of Hebrew, and in

1786 Lector or Assistant to the Professor of Divinity in the

Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church. He received

the degree of D. D. from Queens, now Rutgers College,

in 1789. He died after a brief illness, October 27, 1791,

widely lamented, and was buried under the pulpit of the Pompton

Plains church. His remains have never been disturbed. He was

a .profound scholar and had begun a new translation of the Old

Testament, but only completed the Psalms. It is said that "his

last sermon was from the te.xt. 'He that hath the Son hath life,"

dwelling particularly on the last clause of the text, 'hath lite. He

had contemplated administering the Lord's Supper two weeks

from that day, but he was taken ill. During his sickness he sent

for one of the elders and gave him directions about his funeral.

*In 176-, Dr Meyer, it is said, made a trip from Kingston to Albany, about fifty miles

away "The congregation in view of the contemplated journey, held a meeting, and the

Consistorv prepared a form of pra%-er to be used by the people -for the special protection

o f the pastor during his long and perilous journey to Albany.' Two elders accompanied

him as far as Catskill to protect him." It now takes about an hour to go from Kingston

to Catskill by railway.
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lie also icniarked: 'I meant to ha\c adniiiiistcrcMl the F.ord's

Supper next Sabliath, but the Lonl has inteniled otherwise, and I

shall not driid< wine a<i;ain until I tlrinkit in my l'"ather's KinL;-dom.

As expressive of his pious sentiments, he said, alter taking- a

little refreshment: 'I have no more taste tor what 1 once rel-

ished, but the bread of heaven is jirovided for nu'. '
*

He was esteemed one of the nu)St amiable of men, a jjious

and faithful ambassador of Christ. Few men stood hi.n^her in the

opinion of the C'liureh at larg-e, or were more generally beloved.

"It is reported, " savs Dr. Duryea, | in his thirtieth anniversary ser-

mon, "by some of the ay;ed who remember him, that in the latter

l)art of his ministry he spoke often from the ])ul|)it with streaming

eyes and broken heart.

The Church, however, during his ministry seems to ha\'e been

in a feeble condition. Several causes may ha\'e contributed to this

result, among which the most powerful and inlluential were beyond

all doul)t the exciting events attending the struggle of the American

colonies to achieve their independence and the severe and wide-

.spread tinancial distress which followed the dawning ot peace.

Liberty was j^roclaimed throughout all the land, but the hosannas

that greeted the proclamation came from many a poverty-stricken

home, anil were answered with a cry from des]iairing hearts tor

laltor for the hand that had carried the musket and was now ready

to toil. It recpiired a long time for the country to recover from the

effects of the war, and the prevailing depression, when the nineteen

years" pastorate of Dr. Meyer was terminated by his death, was

probably the reason why the church at Totowa remained tpiiescent

and, so far as known, for a period of eight years made no et^ort to

secure a ]->astor.

TOTOWA WITHOl'T A PASTOR FOR EKiHT YKARS.

The period bounded by Dr. AIe}'er's death and the call of

another j^astor to Totowa, while leaving no reeortl of spiritual ac-

tivity, was fraught with e\ents of the greatest importance, inaug-

* Dr. Meyer's children were: Jacob bp. Jamiary 20, 1760: Maria bp. November 17,

1768; Rebecca bp. November iS, 1769, all born at Kingslowii, Jolianni.s born at Pacqiiaiiac,

October 19,1794, graduated from Columbia College, ar.d wa.s pastnr at New Paltz, New
Hurley and Schenectaay, N. Y. The Rev. Jeremiah Romeyn, U. D ,

born in New York

city in 176S and died 1S18, having been Professor of Hebrew in the ITieological Seminary

of the Reformed Church since 1797, was a grandson of Ur Meyer,

I The pastor for many years of the Second Cl.urch of Totowa.
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uratin,^- inlhuMK-cs lar-ivacliiii- and pninanciil, tcndiii- to tlir

C'liurch's ruturc j^rowtli aiul i)r(>si)cril_\'.

W'luMi Dr. McviM- cl<)si'<l his eyes in dratli. tin- territory whicli

ha.l 1-eeii tile arc'iui of his iiiiiiisterial hihors h)r nineteen years, was

a rural scene of e\(|iiisite beauty and lovehness, a niasteri)ieee ot

the adorable Creator. Here and there a snn-' iarinhouse nii^ht be

seen. i>erliaps a (h>zen from the l'"alls to Duixlee laki', their

([uaint appearance phiinly intiinatin;^- tlieir sturdy Dutch ori.i^dn and

tlie thrift of their occupants, while ahout them on every side were

tields of corn or ,i,n-ain or jiasture lands or fruit-heariiio; orchards,

where cattle ,i,n-azed and Ih.eks were folded. 'I'hrou-h the land-

scai)e,its banks overhuni; with drooping willows an.l ])endin,«,^ alders.

or frin.t^ed here and there with buttercups and violets, the Passaic

leisurelv tlowed to the sea, its waters ilancing in sportive glee and

idle abandonment, as young colts frolic in the meadow before they

are harnessed for the service of mankind.

It was the vallev of the Passaic, alm(.)st as ( lod made it, 'await-

ing the development which God intended when in the beginning

He marked a channel for the beautiful river ami piled up the huge

rocks which form the great falls.

The manner in which this development was accomplished is

interesting and instructive, linking scenes in the West Indies with

scenes in New Jersey, and through a confusing multitude of

events bringing Gotl tcj our view as the great Shepherd ot

His people.

January ii. 1747, two years after the Totowa Church was

erected, a Scotch merchant and his wife, residing on the Island

of Nevis, in the West Indies, were gladdened by the birth of a

son, who is known in history as Alexander Hamilton. He came

to America in 1772, the same year that Dr. Meyer commenced

his ministry at Totowa. He took an active part in the conflict

for American independence, and when President Washington

tormed his hrst cabinet he appointed Mr. Hamilton secretary of

the treasury.

Through his recommendation and influential exertions a

number of public-spirited individuals of New^ York, New Jersey,

and Pennsylvania formed an association for establishing useful

manufactures, and having resolved to locate themselves in New

Jersey, they were incorporated by the legislature of the state

November 22, 1791, selected the great Falls of the Passaic as the
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principal site of their operations, and <;-a\'e llieir town the name

of Patcrson, to lionor William Paterson, who as g-overnor ut New
jersey luul siyned their charter.

Those who contributed towards hiiildinj^- the city soug'ht the

advancement of their personal interests. I'he prospect of gain

was the hoi)e set before them. They were shrewd business men,

but through their labors (Jod was bringing prc^sperity to the

people and a blessing to the Church at Totowa.

The Rkv. HnxRicrs Schooxmakkk, thp: Dutch ORAroK.

In 1799 Toto\\'a, awakened from her eight years" slec]) by the

hum of the s]iindles and noise of the factories in the new town

across the river formed, a union with the Church at Acquack-

anonk and secured the services of the Rew Menricus Schoon-

maker. He was born July 18, 1739, in Rochester, Ulster county,

N. v., and having been licensed hy the Coetus, was called to the

Churches of Fishkill and Poughkeepsie. He had been preaching

at Acquackanonk since 1774, when he commenced his labors at

Totowa. He could not ])reach verv well in English, but was con-

sidered the most eloquent and impressive speaker of the Dutch

tongue in the country. In March, i 8 i 6, he relinquished his charge

because of the increasing infirmities of age, and removed to

Jamaica, Long Island, where he remained until his death, January

29, 1820. An outline of his life and character forms a part of the

history of the Acquackanonk Church.

After the termination of ^Ir. Schoonmaker's pastorate, "the

Totowa Church, which had hitherto had preaching every third

Sabbath, resolved to have service every Sabbath if possible,

and so notified the Acquackanonk Consistory."* Although less

than two weeks had elapsed since INIr. Schoonmaker's pastorate

ceased, the Acquackanonk Church informed the Consistory at

Totowa that they had secured the services of the Rev. Peter Van

Pelts, of Staten Island, and asked Totowa to take a third of his

services. The Totowa Consistory thought the action of the Ac-

quackanonk Church premature or ex parte, as they had not been

consulted, and repeated the demand for half the mnusterial ser-

vice. In reconsidering the matter the Totowa Consistory agreed

to pay $300 a year for the jiastor's supjiort, if he would preach

* "The Old 'rotowa Churcli," hy William Nelson.
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on. llnnl of tlu. ,im. al Tot.uva, and ^iveMlKMU s.M-vias ,.n ,lu. ,n-

UM-voni>v- Sal.l.ath afternoons for ci.uht months ,n th. year,

To.owa also to l-e ex.Mnpt fron, the care or cost of the ,.arsona^e

While these negotiations w.re pen.lin^ a ,,roposit,on was received

,,,.,, the First I'reshyterian Church at I'aterson su^^estn,^ ter,ns as

,-.,„.,,vs-
"

It Totowa wouhl pay $250 toNvanls the support ot the

Kov SanuK.1 Fisher ---a sum less than one-third ..I Ins salary-

-Mr Fisher would act as the.r nunister in visitinj^ the sick, at-

t.nain. funerals, visiting the schools and catechising the children,

,,a would preach at Totowa every other Sabbath, whde he 1
<.towa

people would have the privilege of attending the Presbyterian

Church
•

It is almost needless to say the Totowa people were

,.,, K.val an<l true to the Church of their fathers to entertain .uch a

p,-oposition, and in a short time secured a pastor to the manor born.

r„K RkV. Wn.HKI.MlS K1.TINGE, D. 1)., THE ExOLlSH PkKACHKK.

^fter the resignation of the Rev. Mr. Schoonmaker, the To-

towa' congregation, March 16, 1 816, resolved to become incor-

porated, h^viilg as their title ^The First Reforme D^^tchChureh

of Totowa," to repair the Church edifice and, as already stated, to

have preaching if possible every other Sabbath.

\partv of progress had evidently arisen m the Church, de-

termined to inaugurate a new order of things, and secure a mc^

ernized sanctuary and services in the English language. 1 his led

to their acceptance of a proposition received from the R^v. \\
-

helmus Eltinge, of Paramus, to the effect that he would give them

sixteen full Sabbaths in the year, the Paramus congregation assent-

ing and also his six free Sabbaths, making a total of twenty-two

slbaths m the year, besides two holiday sermons; I otowa to

nav $^00 a year for his services.

V committee of eighteen was appointed* to secure the needed

repairs and pushed the work forward with commendable energy,

.new floor was laid, new pews were put in, the galleries repaired

more light obtained by putting fan hghts over the door, and the

Tnterior^of the building painted white. When all was hnished the

iHiilding ^vas rededicated to the service of God, July U, 1816, b)

* The;o.nn.t.ee were John Joseph B.auvelt, ^^j^-ha. Ood^n -^^o - Merselt. John

Dorenu>s, John Van Blarcon. Cornelius Van Wn.Ue^ Davui
1^"^'^^^^^^^^^^^ j^„,eUs
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tlic I\L-v. WilliL'limis I'.ltinyc, who had recently become the i)ast()r (jf

the Church. A sketch of his life aiul character is j^iven in the his-

tory of the Paramus Church. He lived on a farm of his own, ten

miles tlistant troni the Paranuis Church. He wouKl iVecpiently

start from home .Saturday morning, lecture in some house in the

evening, spend the night with some parishioner, Sabbath morning

preach in one of the churches. Sabbath afternoon preach in the

other church, and .Sabbath evening lecture in some house on his way
home. He continued to serve the ohl Totowa congregation until

it expired in 1827, suffocated by the smoke of its burning home.

He followed, as their pastor, those of the old congregation who
built a house of w^orship on the Paterson side of the river, and con-

tinued to serve them in this capacity until 1833. He died in 1851.

Dr. Eltinge seems to have been very popular with the Totowa
congregation. His ministrations were attended with God's bless-

ing upon his labors. The year after he assumed the pastorate of

the Church in 18 17, he reported 130 families and 167 communi-
cants; in 1827, the year the church was destroyed by fire— 170 fam-

ilies, 1,100 persons in the congregation and 134 communicants. In

1825, one of the members of the Church thought there should be a

settled pastor at Totowa or Paterson, and proposed the organiza-

tion of a new Church in Paterson, subject to the Totowa Consistory,

or with a Consistory of its own, and that the same pastor serve

them both, preaching alternately on either side of the river. To
this end, he was ready to grant a scA'en years' lease of a house

suitable for a parsonage, on Park street, now lower ^Nlain street,

the yearly rental of which was $260; and friends offered to furnish

the same suitably for a pastor's use. He thought his offer equiva-

lent to $350 a year. The Totowa congregation does not appear

to have appreciated this offer, as in view of it they declare them-

selves satisfied with Dr. Eltinge, and, " Resolved, that we are not

ready to sell our minister and our souls for the sum of S3 50 per an-

num for seven years. " *

THK OLD CHURCH OF TOTOWA DESTROYED BY FIRE.

On ^Monday, March 26, 1S27, about ele\'en o'clock in the

morning, the roof of tlie old Totowa Church was discovered to be

on tire. It was a dry and windy day, and before the tire engines

arrived the roof was a sheet of flame. The progress of the fire

* " The old Totowa Cluirch" bv WiUiaiii Nelson.
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was St) rapid thai in less than liall an houithc woodwork was a

hc'a]) ol' sinouhlcrmL;- luiiis and only the drsohdr walls rcinaim.'cl.

I Ik- lire was su|i|)osc(1 to ha\a" oi'i^inatrd tliroiiL;'h tiic c arclcssiicss

ot' a sportsman who shot at a bird on the root ol thr huil(hii.s^ and

t'ausL'd a pine ol hnrniiiL;' waddini;" to lie hxl^cd hctwct'ii the

shindies. d'lie oM hell, wliich had run,^- lor neaiiy Ihi'ee (piaitcrs

of a eentur\-, it is said, "wept ^'reat tears ol metal as the pitiless

thmu's slo\\l\- and sa\a,L;-ely crawled up and around it, wreathiii*^

it in their niereiless end)raee, until at last it lairl\- wej)! itself away,

the crash of the falling- roof sounding;- its retpiieni."

Man\' \aried and tender memories clustt'red about the old

lunldint^-, its (piaint appearance awakening in liearts innumerable,

rcauiniscenct-s of a never-to-f)e-forgotten past, of ecclesiastical

conflict residting in the independence of the Reformed Church in

Ameriea, of the Re\()Iutionary struggle resulting in national

freedom, ami of departed loved ones who within its walls had

proclaimed the tidings of redemption or learned the way of ever-

lasting life and were resting in Heaven.

for more than seventy years its walls had echoed with songs

of thanksgiving antl jiraise. Assembled worshipers wdthin its

coui'ts had obtained precious foretastes of "the peace of (iod

which ])asseth all understanding," but the tiames which destroyed

their house of worship destroyed the peace and harmony of the

congregation.

Wdien the project of relniilding the church was inaugurated, a

(juestion arose in regard to the location of the new edifice. A ]ior-

tion ()f the congregation desired to have it placed on or near its

former site; others desired to have it located on the Essex side of

the river in the young but jiromising city of Paterson. I'he contro-

versy was fierce. It \\'as Dutch against Dutch, and a Dutchman,

it is said, never yields. lie is open to conviction, but like the

Scotchman of whom we have read, he would like to see the man

able to convince him that he is in the wrong.

A majoritv of the Consistory, headed by the minister who re-

sided beyond the bounds o( the congregation, were anxious and

determined to have the new house of worship on the Paterson side

of the river. A considerable portion of the congregation sidetl with

them, giving them a legal right to the title, the property and the

records of the Church, and these rights they insisted upon main-

tainin<r te) the fullest extent.
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Those who were opposed to the erection of a house of wor-

ship on the Essex side of the river, by these ]irocecdings were

not onl}- (kpri\-ed of the means of grace, but could not even erect

a new house of worship for themselves where their former house

of worship had stood, antl where many of their kindred had been

laid to rest to await the aj^pearing- of the great (iod their Saviour.

The very soil which held the remains of their loved ones, and

for which their families had paid, was claimed and leg-all\- held

bv those who had abandoned it and moved to distant parts.

I'he whole matter was therefore submitted to the Classis of Par-

amus, l)ut ecclesiastical authority could not prevail over legal

rights tenaciously claimed.

It was an unha]ii)y contention, but has resulted in advancing

the Kingdom of (jod. A greater work has been accomplished by

the two Churches which have taken the place of the Old Totowa

Church, than could posssbly have been wrought by either, alone.

A Reformed Church was needed on both sides of the river, and

their existence for the last three-quarters of a century is a practical

exeniplitication of the truth, God causes the wrath of man to

praise Him. The tlames which consumed the Old Totowa church,

while disolving long established relations and rending in twain

the old congregation, have been a source of Gospel light, revealing

to thousands "the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the

workl," and giving glimpses to dying generations of the glory

awaiting the redeemed in the home of the Heavenly Father.

We are lost in admiration of the wisdom of God as we behold

His tireless providence causing all things to work together for good,

and using all things: the genius of a Hamilton, the founding of a

citv, the flames which destroy the property of mankind, and

even the fierce passions which array brothers in the Lord in con-

tending factions, using all things to advance the interests of the

Messiah's Kingdom and make the earth ring with the Gospel of

His love.



THE REFORMED CHURCH
OF WEST NEW HEMPSTEAD

nv

'I'liK Rkv. Hknkv W. Brink.

Till-'. Kctoniu'd Church of West New Meinpstead, famiharly

known as the Brick C'hurcli, occupies a brick and stone

structure situated in the eastern part of the town of Ramajio,

Rockh'ind county, N. Y. Its history can he dated from a meeting

of several nienihers of the Dutch Refornied Church at the house

of James Christie, September 28, 1774. This meeting elected James
Christie and Garret Eckerson as a nominating committee, and, on

nomination by this committee, chose Cornelius Smith, Abraham
de Haan, Rynier A. Quackenbos, and Johannes Smith as elders,

and Jacob Servant, Petrus de Marest, Gerret Smith and Abraham
Onderdonk as deacons. Gerrit Van Houten ami Johannes W.

Cogg were chosen tlelegates to arrange with the Synod for organ-

ization. Cornelius Smith was substituted for Gerrit Van Houten

at the first service, which was held at the house of James Christie

the second of October. The Synod, on the fifteenth of November,

granted their approval for a Consistory, and on the fourth of De-

cend)er, Dr. Benjamin \'ander Linde, the minister at Paramus, N.

J., supervised the formal organization and confirmed the Consistory

chosen in Septemlier.

The tirst name of the Church was the "Reformed Protestant

Dutch Church in the upper part of Kakeath." The name Kakeath,

or Kakiat, was the early designation of this region. The records

of 1824 show that at some time previous to that date the name of

the Church had been changed to West New Hempstead. The
word West was prefixed to distinguish it from the Dutch Church of

Clarkstown, to which the name of New Hempstead had l)een given.

The tirst name of the town of Ramajx) was New Hempstead.

Kakiat is an Indian name.

The first pastor was the Rev. David .Marinus, * the ancestor

of the Marinus families at Ridgewood, N. ]. He liecame pastor

• See sketch of his life in .\cqiiackanoiik history in this vohnue.
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soon after the org-anization and continued until 1778. In 1788, a

building was erected on the site of the present church. The second

pastor was the Rev. Peter Leydt, * who ministered from 1789 to

1793. H*^ ^^'^^ succeeded in 1793 by the Rev. George (}. Brinker-

hoff, * the tirst president of the Classis of Paramus. His ministry

closed September 6, 1808.

The Rev. [ames D. Demakest.

Sabbath, September 21, 1809, the Rev. James D. Demarest

was installed pastor of the united congregations of West New
Hempstead and Ramapo. In the early part of 1821, ninety-five

persons were received into the communion on confession of faith in

Jesus Christ. In 1824, Mr. Demarest with sixty-eight of the members

of the Church, including two of the Consistory, joined the Seces-

sion movement then spreading in Bergen and Rockland counties.

The pastor and those associated with him formed the so-called

True Reformed Dutch Church of Monsey. The Classis of Paramus

in September 1824, after hearing many witnesses, convicted ^Ir.

Demarest of the crime of public schism and deposed him from the

ministry. The two elders who seceded were also deposed from

their office. !Mr. Demarest lived until 1869, and his long life left a

lasting impression on the scenes of its activity.

After the Secession, elder Cornelius A. Blauvelt and deacon

Isaac J. Cole applied to the Classis for recognition, with the result

that the Classis appointed the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge, pastor of

Paramus and Totowa, X. J., to meet with the remaining male

members, to superintend an election of officers to fill the vacancies

and to ordain them. ^Ir. Eltinge fulfilled these duties July 11,

1824, and Classis adopted the following :

''Resolved, That the Consistory organized by the order of Clas-

sis at West New Hempstead, viz.: Adrian R. Onderdonk, John
Tiiikey, Jr., David Cole and Cornelius A. Blauvelt, elders; Isaac

y. Cole, John J. Eckerson, Adrian Oiulerdonk and Bernard Debaun,

deacons, be and are hereby acknowledged to be the lawful Con-

sistory of West New Hempstead in connection with the Reformed
Dutch Church, which Consistory was organized by the Commis-
sioner of Classis, the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge. July 11. 1824."

The Re\. |efeeks(in W vnkoop.

At the stated fall session of the Classis, on the first Tuesday of

September, 1824, the recently organized Consistory, in union with

* See sketch of his life in Ramapo history in this volume.



IIISIOKIKS OF rilK ( lirK( IIKS 305

tliL- Cliiiich of kainapo, piT'sm ted a call to tlii' licciit iati% It'i'fcrson

\\ \'iik()()|), and lu- having- accepted tlic same, was ordained ( )ct()l)er

7, iS.'4, and installed pastor ol" [\)v united Churches of West New
Hempstead and Raniapo. I'he relation thus formed was dissolved

Novend)er 9, 1836, Mr. W'ynkooii ha\in,<.i;- acce])ted a call from the

Church at Athens, (Ireene count}-, X. ^'. Durin,^^ his |)astorate,

Sabbath schools were established, one about i S30 and another

pre\ious to 1S36. It is somewhat remarkable that durin;^- the

twelve years of his ministry, he made no report to Classis con-

cerning the condition of the Churches he served, until the Ai)ril pre-

cedini;- his dismission to the Classis of Greene. He then rc-ported

(or the Church of West New Hemj^stead, 6c families, 24 persons re-

cei\'ed into the communion of the Church upon confession of their

taith, and two by certihcate, making- a total of 84 communicants.

I'he Rev. Peter Allen.

After the close of Mr. Wynkoop's pastorate, the Church was
vacant for nearly a year, when a call from the united Churches of

West New Hempstead and Ramapo, was accepted by the candi-

date, Peter Allen, and a pastorate inaugurated that continued un-

til dissolvetl by death.

'-Mr. Allen was born in Columbia county, N. Y., in the year

1808. He had early religious impressions, and they seem to have

matured when he was about fourteen

years of age. Soon after his conversion, —«-»^

he had a strong inclination to enter

the Christian ministry. His father

needed his services on the farm, and

for several years he was industriously

employed in the tields of the old home-

stead. His New Testament was his

constant companion and often, in the

field, was it taken from his |;)c)cket to

refresh his mind with its precious teach-

ings. He sought to do good and was
very useful in a neglected neighbor-

hood, in sustaining social meetings

by his prayers and exhortations. His

heart burned to make known the love of Jesus; but his early

education being imjierfect ami his means of improving it linn'tetl.

The Ri;v Pktkr Allen.
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he tried to dismiss the idea of serving his Master in the Church as

a minister. But it was of the Lord, and the way was providentially

o])L'ncHl, when he was about twenty-one years of at^e, for his

instruction in the classics, under the assistance of the l\e\-. Dr.

Isaac N. Wyckoff, then of Catskill, N. Y." *

He entered the seminary at New Brunswick in the fall of 1834,

and was licensed to preach in the summer of 1837, by the Classis

of Poughkeepsie. He was ordained at West New Hempstead,

Wednesday morniny^, the service commencing at nine o'clock,

December 27, 1837. and installed pastor of the Churches of

West New Hempsteatl and Ramapo. From 1789 to 1853 the West

New Hempstead Church had shared the services of its pastors

with the Church of Ramapo. In the latter year the connection

was tlissolved and the Rev. William T. Van Doren became the

pastor at Ramapo, but Mr. Allen continued to occupy the pulpit

of the West New Hempstead Church until his death, April 28,

1862. "Where he began his ministry, he lived, and loved, and

labt)red, and died." His last sermon was preached February 23,

about two months before his death, from the text "Be clothed

with humility."' During his .sickness he wrote a letter to a friend

which re\eals the beauty of his character and the fervor of his

piety. He says: "For four weeks I have not been able to preach.

But why should I fear.? My Heavenly Father has promised never

to leave me, nor forsake me. I'hose who feel themselves pilgrims

on earth seek for a better country. I feel that although the chief

of sinners, having merited perdition as oft as I have sinned

against God, I am pardoned and shall finally be saved. To me
Christ is all in all; 'other refuge have I none.' Unless I get better

my days are few. But Jesus has sanctified the tomb. 'I tlread

not its gloom." The glorious morning of the resurrection will call

the righteous forth to shine as the sun in the firmament, "t

A short time after the separation from Ramapo, t)n Thanks-

giving Day, November 20, 1856, the congregation unanimously

resolved to erect a new church edifice on the old site. The com-

mittee appointed to obtain subscriptions and to act as a building

committee, consisted of Joseph C. Blauvelt, John J.
Coe, Aaron

Blauvelt, and Levi Sherwood.

The work progressed, notwithstanding the financial dei)ression

of 1857, anil the new building was dedicated to the worship of

•Funeral Sermon 1)y Kev.Joliu H.Duryea. tMemorial Notice iu"Christiaii niteUigeiicer.'
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(i(kI, |;inuarv 20, nS^S. It coiitimics to hi' the house of worsliip.

Mr. A1Km\ w as l\\v only pastor hiiiaed in [\\c ti'iiu-tcTN' of the ( 'hurt h.

( )nc of his sons is the l\e\'. |ohn K. A Men, I). I)., of Tarry town, \. V.

'I'liK K Kv. JOHN' l\. Bkock.

In the year 1862, [he \\v\. Jcthn R. Brock''' hecanie the pas-

tor. In 1S30 a I'nion Sahhath school had been opened in Sprinji^

\'alle\. This school was coiniected in varions ways with the West

New Hempstead Church. Its history was that of success, though

the work met witli several interruptions. In 1864 its building-

The Reformed Church of West New Hempstead, — 1858.

was soUl, and other provision was made tor the needs of the Sab-

batli schook In 1850 the West New Hempstead consistory ar-

ranged for the building of a church edifice in Spring Valley. This

building- was completed by 1854, and services were held there for

several years under the supervision of the mother Church. In 1863

steps were taken to build a new editice in Spring Valley, which

work was completed the next year. The Reformed Church

of Spring \'alley was organized in 1865, and Mr. Brock resigned

• See sketch of his life in Spring Valley history in this volume.
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his connection with West Xcw Hempstead to become the first

pastor of tlie daughter Church.

'I'hk Rev. (jeorge J.
Va\ Xeste.

He was succeeded the same year 1)\ the Rev. George
J.

Van

Neste, who served this Church four years till 1869. Mr. \'an

Neste was born at Weston, X. ]., in 1822. He was educated at

New Brunswick, graduating from the Theological Seminary in

1846. He had been pastor at Bound Brook and Lodi, X. V., before

coming to this Church. His subsequent charges were Little Falls,

X. ].. St. Johnsville, Kiskatom, Flatbush, X. Y., and Pottersville,

X. 1. He was a vigorous writer, and distinguished for his sound

views of the truth and his high

estimate of the character and dignity

of the ministerial otitice. About a

score of young men who became able

ministers of the Gospel, were en-

couraged to undertake their prepara-

tion for this work through his atlvice

and influence. He was for years a

member of the Board of Education

and greatly interested in that work.

He closed his ministry in Pottersville

in 1892, and the next year removed

to Millstone, where he died, January

18, 1898. His remains repose in

what is familiarly known as the

"Brick" Burying (jround, near Weston, within sight of the home-

stead where he was born.

The Rev. Henry .Mattice.

Then for two years the Rev. Henry .Mattice supjilied the pul-

pit. He was never installed over the church, but resided in the

parsonage and performed the duties of a minister. He was born

in Schoharie county, X. Y. , August 22, 1822. He was greatly in-

terested in Sabbath school work, early in life, and was sent as a

missionary by one of the Churches at Albany, to Kansas, where he

established about one hundred and fifty Sabbath schools. In 1861

he was licensed by the Xew School Presbytery in Kansas and in

1868 was ordained bv the Old School Presb\terv at Kaskaski. Illi-

Thk Ki-,\ . L.i-,oKe,K J. \'.AN Nesik.
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The Rev. Henry Mattice.

nois. From 1864 to 1866 he was an agent of the United States

Christian Commission, in 1867 he supplied a Church at Trenton,

111.; from 1869 to 1871, supplied the

Church at West New Hempstead, and

then was assistant superintendent of

the House of Industry, and missionary

pastor at Calvary Chapel, New York.

He established the first Italian mission

in that city. After laboring several

vears in Coytesville, he took charge

of the Morgan street mission at Jersey

Citv, where he established the Free

Church, of which for nine years he was

pastor. Being in ill health he accepted

a call to Unionville, N. V., and after-

wards to the First Church of Hoboken.

He died at Unionville, August 12, 1897.

During the Civil War, while serving on the Christian Commission,

he was captured by Quantral, the famous Confederate guerilla

leader, but was released when he made knownThis mission. He

was an earnest, faithfuj, devoted servant of the Lord— he rests

from his labors and his works follow him.

The Rev. Benjamin T. Statesir.

In 1872, the Rev. Benjamin T.

Statesir became the pastor and re-

mained till 1881. He is still in the

active work of the ministry. He was

bom in Monmouth county. X. J.,
in

1 841, and having passed through the

regular college and seminary course at

New Brunswick, he was licensed bv

the Classis of Monmouth in 1865. His

first charge was at Stone House Plains,

where he ministered six years, and

then came to this Church. After

leaving West New Hempstead, he. for ^ ,^

seven years, held the position of ^^^ ^^^, bej^.j^min t. statesir.

Principal of the Grammar School at

Somerville, X. J.
At the end of that time he felt himself called
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to resume the pastoral work, and in 1889, accepted a call to the

Church of Fallsburgh, at Woodbourne, N. Y. , where lie still re-

mains.

After the resignation of Mr. Statesir, there was no regular

pastor for five )^ears. This was due to the financial condition of

the Church which did not warrant engaging a settled minister.

During this time services were regularly maintained, though occa-

sionally without a preacher. Many of the supplies were students

in the seminary at New Brunswick.

The Rev. John Laubenheimer.

In 1886 the Rev. John Laubenheimer became the pastor.

He was born in New Brunswick, N. J.,
in 1861. During his

childhood his parents removed to Ber-

gen Point, where he received his early

education. He pursued his college and

theological course at New Brunswick

and graduated from the Theological

Seminary in 1886. During his middle

and senior years in the seminary, he

supplied the Church of the Huguenots

on Staten Island. He was ordained

to the ministry in the West New
Hempstead church, and after minister-

ing to this people a little over two

years, accepted a call in 1888, to the

Church at East Greenbush,N. Y., where

he is laboring at the present time. Dur-

ing the interval before the settlement of his successor, a revival

passed over the community and a large accession to the Church

followed. This revival appeared first in meetings conducted by

the members of the Church without a minister. Later they

were assisted by the Rev. Jacob West, D. D. , Corresponding

Secretary of the Board of Domestic IMissions.

The Rev. John Laubenheimer.

The Rev. Thomas S. Dusinberre.

The immediate predecessor of the present jiastor, the Rev.

Thomas S. Dusinberre, was installed over this Church in 1889.

He was born in Warwick, N. Y. Having graduated from Rut-
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gers CoUcK^c in 1861, aiul from tlio I'heolo-ical Seminary at New

Brunswick in 1864, he was licensed in

that year by the Chissis of I'aranuis,

and for some months he snpplied the

Presbyterian C'hurcli at Amity. In 1865-

66, he was engaged in teaching the

chissics, and during a portion ol tlie

hdter year served as missionary at

Park Chapel, Albany. His first regular

pastoral charge was at Prattsville, N. V.,

where he remained four years. Then,

for over nineteen years, he labored

with much success in the C'hurcli of

Linlithgow, until, in 1889, he was

called to West New Hempstead. His

ministry in this Church continued

till October, 1900, when impaired health constrained him to re-

sign his call.

The Rev. Henry W. Brink.

Thk Rkv. Thomas S. Disinhkrrk

The Rev. Henry W. Brink received a call from this Church in the

year 1899, and is its present pastor. He was born at Katsbaan,

Ulster County, N. Y., in 1875. He was prepared for college

at the Kingston Academy, Kings-

ton, N. Y., and graduated from

Rutgers College in 1 896. His theo-

logical studies were pursued at

the New^ Brunswick Theological

Seminary and completed in 1899. In

that year he received from Rutgers

College the degree of Bachelor of

Divinity, as the result of an examina-

tion sustained in special branches of

study. While in the Theological

Seminary he supplied the Church at

Glen Rock during the greater part of

the years 1897 and 1898, and im-

mediately upon the completion of his

studies, he accepted the call of the Church of West New^ Hemp-

The Rev. Henry W. Brink.
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stead where he was orchiined to tlic ministry and installed as

pastor on the twentieth of June, 1899.

In Septeml>er of that year a Voiin,t,^ People's Society of Chris-

tian Endeavor was organized and continues in successful work.

The Sabbath school is maintained, except in the winter season. A
mid-week prayer meetings is held Wednesday evenings. Tlie fin-

ances of the Church are on a firm basis with the aid of several en-

dowments. The people give liberally to the support of their Church
and to outside benevolence. While there is room for better things

in these tinancial matters, and also in the spiritual lite of the

Church and community, the Lord's grace is manifest. The j)resent

membership is ninety-^even.

The location of the church gives a beautiful view of the moun-
tains, hills and valleys of Ramapo. It is surrounded l)y the graves

of many of those who made its history. The old cemetery clo.se

to the building dates back to the days of the Church's foundation.

The Church has opened a large new one across the way and one of

private ownership extends the cemetery in the rear. A new |)ar-

sonage was Iniilt in 1899-1900. The Church has owned several in

the course of its history. The lantl now occupied by the county

alms house at Viola was once the parsonage farm.

The present elders are: Alpheus
J. Coe, John J. Gurnee, Cor-

nelius E. Blauvelt and James H. Serven. The deacons are Jacob

Wood, Herman Van Houten, John Elanchard and Charles I. Blau-

velt. The most of these names appear in the successive genera-

tions which formed the Church's history.



THE
REFORMED CHURCH OF SADDLE R1\'ER

Thk Rkv. IsAAi \'an Kami'kn. Ph. D.

Till RerorniLni Dutch Church of Saddle River was organized in

1784. At the time of its organization it constituted the

u]iper part of the congregation of Paramus. Hut as the congre-

tion was hirgis- and scattered, it was resolved to build another

'I'he Reformed Church of Saddle River. I Si 9.

church at Saddle River to accommodate that part of the congre-

gation. This was done in the above year. The congregation

was organized and a Consistory appointed and ordained. The

new Church was styled the New North Reformed Low Dutch

Church at Saddle River. It was not to be considered as having
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a distinct existence of itself, init sini])ly a second C'luircli, to ac-

commodate the scattered congres:^ation.

An iron-clad contract was drawn up between the two Con-

sistories, agreeint^ that the two congregations should never at-

tempt to become separated without the consent of the majority

of the whole Great Consistory. Besides other conditions, it was

agreed that each Church should enjoy half of the minister's ser-

vices. The Rev. Benjamin Vander Linde was at this time pastor.

These Articles of Union were signed January, 1788. The mem-

bers of the Saddle River Consistory who afhxed their names to

the above contract, were: elders— Albert Terhune and Bau-

rent Forshur; deacons— Andries Hopper and David Ackerman.

These Articles of Union were written in the Dutch language.

The tirst church edifice at Saddle River was a wooden struc-

ture, octagonal in shape. There were no pews in this building,

the worshipers furnished their own seats. Neither was there

any means provided to heat the building during the winter sea-

son. But to keep himself comfortable, each person brought

M'ith him a fot)t stove, containing live coals. This structure re-

mained standing until I 81 9, when it was superseded by the pres-

ent commodious anil sul)stantial edifice.

The Rev. Bexjajiix Vander Linde.

These events occurred while the Rev. Benjamin \'ander Linde

was in charge of the Paramus congregation. He continued to

minister to the united congregations for five years after the organi-

zation at Saddle River was made, viz., from 1784 to 1789, and

was therefore the first pastor of this Church.*

The Rev. Gerardus A. Kuypers, D. D.

As this organization at Saddle River greatly increased I\Ir.

Vander Linde's labors, the Consistory called a young man, the

Rev. Gerardus Arense Kuypers, who had just been licensed to

preach, to assist him. This young colleague was born in Curacoa

in I 766, but studied in this country and was licensed by the Particular

Synod of New Vork in 1787. He was installed in these Churches

in ]une 1788. Soon after this he received a call from the Collegiate

Church of New Vork, and was dismissed from Paramus April 15,

1789, having served these congregations about ten months. With-

* For sketch of his life, see p. 246.
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in threr months thcn-aftcr, on July 8. the vencral.lc past-.r. Mr.

VandcM- I.indo, was liimsclf called away to liis ivwar.l. Worn out

in tlic work of the Master, he was laid away to rest. The vast

amount ol' work that he accomi)lished in his extended field was the

best testimony ofhis zeal and fidelity.*

Till Kkv. Isaac Bi.aix ki.t.

On the I 2th day of December. 1790, the Kev. Isaac Blauvelt

was called to the pastorate of the united congregations. Mr. Blauvelt

was born in 1750, stmlied theolot^ry under the Rev. Jacob R. Harden-

bergh, D. I)., and was licensed l)y theClassis of Hackensack in 1780.

In the year of his settlement in this charge, I\Ir. Blauvelt, though still

a young man, was honored by being chosen President of (General

Snyod at its session in New York. As a iireacher he seems to

have been very popular. His ministry at Paramus and Saddle

River, however, was of short duration, for in the summer of 1791,

he was suspended r)y Consistory for some misconduct. The Chas-

sis sustained the action of the Consistory in the matter, as did also

the General Synod to which judicatory the case had been appealed, f

The Kfv. William Pkovost Kuypers.

In 1793 the Rev. WilHam P. Kupyers was called to these united

congregations and continued to serve them for three years. He

was born at Hackensack, 1773. studied under Dr. Livingston,

and was licensed by the General Synod in 1792. On April

12, 1796, he was suspended from the ministry by Classis, for

using abusive language toward Dr. Froeligh. On confession of his

faults, he was re-instated into the ministry by Classis, but his rela-

tions with the congregations of Paramus and Saddle River were

dissolved. I

The Rev. Wilhelmus Ei.tixge, D. D.

The last of the ministers who served this congregation while

it was connected with Paramus, was the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge,

whose ministry extended from 1799 to 181 1. Mr. Eltinge was

born near Kingston, X. Y., in 1778. He graduated from the Col-

lege of New jersey. 1796, was licensed in 1799, and in the same

year accepted the call to Paramus and Satldle River. This relation

For sketch of his life, see p. 251. t For sketch of his life, see page 252. I For sketch

of his life, see p. 253.
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continued in Saddle Ri\ei" for twelvt- years, until this Church in

181 I, l)ecame sejiaratcd from I'aramus and assuine(l an independent

life. His relation with I'aramus continued until he linished his

career in the active ministry.

d'he ancient custom of haviui;- a ])recentor and a reader was

maintained in this church for years. These officials stood in hdiit

of the pul])it; one read the chapter and hymn, while the other took

charge of the music.

In 1S04 some difficulty arose ahout sinL^-ing in iMiglish. Before

this there had been no dillicultv about sim^ing in Dutch, as this

was ^'ery simple. But when singing- jn Kn<i;lish was introduced,

the (]uestion arose whether the three ])arts or onh- the tenor alone

should lie sun^-. The matter was settled bv the ( ireat Consistory

;

it was resohed that the three ])arts, treble, tenor and base should

be suiii^. Mr. Peter Haring, the Voorlcsei\ did not seem to accept

their decision very favorably at tirst, but was finall\- jiersuaded to

coidorm to the same.

Near the liey^inniny- of .Air. Fdtinge's pastorate of the cond)ineii

Churches, in the year 1800, the Paramus society erected the pres-

ent edifice for worship. Being now in tiie possession of consider-

able money and real estate, the C'onsistories saw the necessity of

becoming incorporated into two botlies politic. Two certificates

of incorporation, signed b)' the members of each Consistory re-

spectively, were therefore tiled with the county clerk, and recorded

November 16, 1802.

The certificate of incorjioration of the Saddle River society,

was signed b\- the following meml)ers of Consistor\': elders, Abram

Haring, Peter (i. Flaring, IIenr\' Terhune and Xicansin Hopjier:

deacons, Peter C. Smith, lohn Perrv, lohn (\. Hopjier and Lewis

Concklin.

The desirabilit\' of a dissolution of the combination of the con-

grt'gations of Paramus and Saddle Ki\er had been lelt lor some

time I)y a portion of the Pai'amus ]H-oj)le, and about the year )8ii,

the subject was l)rought under serious consideration.* The work

in this combinetl congregation had now become a large one, and

was extremely laborious and burdensome to the jiastor. The two

churches of the congregation were six miles a]iart and much time

was consumetl in travelling l)etween them. And while the two

Consistories were distinct bodies jxilitic, yet they were but one

* See page 262, of this vohime.
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I)()(l_\' L'cck'siasticall)-. This became a rausc of rre(|iieiit iiiis-

unclerstandiiii^s. Besides, as the pastor was C()in])eile(l to divide

his time het\\i.'en the two ('hiirehes, each ('hiiixh was therefore

every otlier Simchiy without preacliinsj,". Aloreoxer, the transition

from Dutch to I''.n<^lish was last l)ec()min<^a matter of importance.

Mr. I'.llin^e's call re(|uired him to ]>rea(.-h sexa'u months in the

year in the Dutch lani;ua,L^(.', and the other li\e months, Dutcli in

the morning- and I'ai^lish in the afternoon. lie soon t'ound that

by this means he was losiuL^; his knowledge of the I'.iii^lish. He
desired to clian^-e this, so as to be permitted to pi"each alternately

in the Dutch and {''.n^-lish hu\!^uag;es. The Paramus section of

the congres^ation yielded to this recpiest, but the Saddle River sec-

ti(^n opi)()sed it. Matters now becoming somewhat acute between

the two congregations, and after anumberof conferences between

the two Consistories to couk- to a satisfactor)^ conclusion, Mr.

Eltinge finally handed in his resignation, which was accepted.

At a meeting of C'lassis at Paramus October 21, 181 1, the Con-

sistory of Paramus requested Classis tt) dissolve the combina-

tion of the congregations of Paramus and .Saddle River, and to

permit the Paramus society to call the Rev. Mr. Eltinge separate-

ly. This request wais granted and finally acceded to by the Sad-

dle River society.

It would appear from the minutes of the Consistory of the

congregation of Paramus, dated February 25, 1813, that they

agreed to purchase from the Consistory of the Saddle River con-

gregation their part of the parsonage land and hovel, and to pay
the sum of £sSo for the same. The deed conveying the same
property and thus becoming the legal instrument of separation.

was signed by the following members of the Consistory of the

Saddle River Church, June i r, 1813. Signed:—Michael Ryer,

Thomas
J. Kckerson, Peter C. Smith, Jacob A.

. De Baun, fohn

Duryea. John Post, Abraham Campl)ell, and Albert T. Terhune.

*

At the time of the separation from I^aramus, the records of the

Saddle River Church seem to show a membership of 125 in

commuifion. In 18 16 the report to Classis gives 138 families.

Immediately after the dissolution of the union between Saddle

River and Paramus, Mr. Eltinge w^as again called by the now
separate Church of Paramus. where he continued faithfully to

minister till May, 1850, up to within one year of his death. He
* Recorded in I^iher I, 2, of Deeds for Bergen County, pp. 254 and 255.
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I
line 24. 1S51. A faithful servant of the Master to the end. *

It may be of j)assing interest to note tlie record of the first

election of officers to the Consistory of the Saddk> River Church

after the separation from Paranuis. -'We, the Consistory of Sad-

dle Kiver being- re.^idarlv convened this second day ot July, 1812,

at the house of Thomas |. l%ckerson. in or(k'r to elect part of the

Consistory agreeable to the constitution, do make choice of tlie

following- persons :

ELDERS. DEACONS.

Peter C. Smith Albert
J.

Terhvne

Jacob De Baix Abraham Campbell

Cluirch Wardens :

—

Garrett S. Hopper and Garrett H. \'an-

EVHKR.

Signed in behalf of the Consistory.

"Michael Ryer, Pres.

"

About tins time the people of Pascack began to feel the

want of a Church in their neighborhood. A request was pre-

sented from Pascack to Classis in June, 1814. praying to be or-

g-anized into a Church. This re(}uest was signed by 79 heatls of

families. The recpiest was granted by Classis, and the Church

was orgam'zed julv, 1814.

']"he SaiUlle Ri\-er Church, recently separated from I'aranuis,

now ottered to join with the peo])le of Pascack and to assist them

in building a house of worship. It was agreed to have two

church i)uiUlings, and but one Consistory and one congregation.

The services were to be held alternately in the two houses of

M orshi]).

The Rev. Siephen (joetschics.

The same year, 1S14. the Rev. Stephen (ioetschius was called

as pastor to these two Churches. The building of the church at

Pascack was ccunpleted and dedicated in the autumn of the same

yeaj. Mr. (joetschius preaclied tlie sermon. He continuetl |)as-

tor of the two Churches of Saddle River and Pascack for twenty-

one years, u}) to 1835.

Mr. Goetschius wasa son of the Rc-\-. h II. Goetschius, who was

a professor of theoIog\- and ])astor of the Church of Hackensack.

He studied theology under his father and also under Livingston,

W'esterlo and X'crbryck. He was licensed by the (ieneral Meeting

* For sketch of his life see p 2-,\.
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of Ministers and I'.ldcrs, in 1775. ^'^ the course nf his niinistr\' he

served in three pastorates, eaeli of whieh was a (h)uhle eharne: the

first, New Paltz and New Hurley; the second, Marhlctown and

Sliokan; the third, Saddle River and Pascack.

'I'hel\e\. |()hn Maidey, his successor at Saddle River, descrihes

him as a man small of stature and somewhat bent of form, hut of

a vij^orous constitution. When over 80 years of age he could still

ride on horseback between his two char^'es. He was stron^'h' ( al-

vinistic in doctrine, and was fond of preaching; in Dutch. .Many

of his descendants may be found in this section today.

In 18 17, +ive years after Mr. Goetschius' settlement in this field

the old church was taken down and the present editice erected in

its place. 'I'his buildiny; has long- been known as the "Old Stone

cliurch, " and is regarded as one of the early landmarks in this

section of the county.

The tirst pulpit was a curiosity of its kind. It was high and

barrel-shapetl, and elaborately ornamented. It was imported from

Holland at considerable expense. While no longer in use, it is

still ])reserved as a relic of the past. The original seats were

built with high, straight backs and doors corresponding. Had it

not been that the pulpit was considerably elevated, the children in

the pews would not have been able to see the preacher.

In the year 1835, Mr. Goetchius resigned his call on account

of old age and infirmities, and two years later he passed to his re-

ward.

The Rev. |ohx M.vnley.

The successor of .Mr. Goetschius was the Rev. John Manle\-.

He was born at New Brunswick, X. ]., in 1809. He graduated

from Rutg-ers College in 1828, and from the Theological Semi-

nary at New Brunswick in 183 i. In the same year he was licensed

by the Classis of New Brunswick. His first charge was at Man-

heim, X. Y. , from which Church he was called in 1834, to Saddle

River and Pascack. He served the two congreg^ations until 1854,

when his relation with the Pascack Church was dissolved. This

was due to the separation of the two Churches.

At a meeting of the Consistory and congregation held in the

Saddle River church ]March 20, 1854, it was resolved to send a

joint application to Classis, meeting- the third Tuesday in April, at

Saddle River, praying that the union between the Churches of
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Saddle River and I'ascack be dissolved. 'I'liis was done, and thus

a second time Saddle River became; an independent anti sejjarate

Church. The reason assii^ned lor

the separation was, that each Church

ndi^-ht have ser\dces and stated

preaching every Sabbath. Mr. .Man-

ley continued his relaticMis with the

Saddle River Cdiurch, as [lastor,

twelve years lonyer, till 1866; hav-

ini^- hiithfully served that Church for

thirtv-two years, when he felt con-

strained to resign his charge, He
renio\'ed to New Brunswick, where

he died the twenty-tirst day of

May, 1871. During his long pastor-

ate at Saddle River, Mr. Manley

was also engaged in farming, having

a small farm of his own near the i)arsonage grounds. He was

known as a good farmer as well as a sound preacher. He took

this means of supjdementing his salary, wdiich was not a very

ample one. In ajjjiearance, he was robust, of strong physiejue

and over six feet in height. His kindly disposition made him an

excellent pastor and spiritual adviser. He lived to see many whom
he had baptized grow up, marry and settle about liim; and lie

loved to regard them as his chihlren. There are some of the

present generation who still rememl)er him, and revere his mem-

ory as a spiritual father to them all.

The Kkv. John M.\nlf,v.

The Rkv. Abraham H. Mf.vkrs.

The Church now called the Rev. Abraham H. Meyers t(j take

up the work laiil down by Mr. Manley. I\Ir. INIeyers was born in

Wistah, Albany county, N. V., in 1801. He graduated from Union

College in 1827, and from the New Brunswick Seminary in 1 830. In

the latter year he was also licensed by the Classis of New Brunswick.

After having served in ten different fields of labor and while

at P^so])us, he received a call from Saddle River, which was ac-

cepted. He began his work at Saddle River in the year 1866, and

continued to labor in this field till 1872, when he was called to

Easton, N. Y. During 'Sir. Meyer's pastorate at Saildle River,

nothing of anv particular iiiterest is recorded in the ndnutes of
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Consistory. It wiis a period of (juiet growth in ninnhcrs and in

spiritual life.

It was during his ministry however, that considerable altera-

tions were made to the interior of the church. The old pulpit was

replaced by one of more modern type, and an alcove was built to

form a recess behind the pulpit. For many years candles jjlaced

along the sides of the church, were the only means of illumina-

tion. Those were the days of sombre shadows, when the wor-

shipers were compelled to keep as near to the candles as possible

to enable them to see their books, holding them at a visual angle

that threatened near-sightedness. Handsome chandeliers, how-

ever, presently banished the old-fashioned candles and oil lamps

of that period. The Voorlesei- had also become an antiquated

official, for by this time we notice that

the congregational singing was led by

a choir. The minutes record that Mr.

Herman Terhune was appointed by

the Consistory as leader of the choir.

Mr. Meyers was a sound biblical

preacher, clear and concise in st}le,

with a happy faculty for choosing

texts that were very apposite. His

last sermon at Saddle River was from

the text, ''And pray ye that your

ffight be not in the winter. " St. Mark,

13:18. It is needless to say that the

text at least was long remembered by

the good people of Saddle River, for

that very week the pastor was snowbound in transporting his

goods. Mr. Meyers was made pastor emeritus in 1S78. He
died at Port Ewen, March, 1886, and is buried in the cemetery

there which overlooks the Hudson.

The Rev. Abraham H. Meyers.

The Rev. Willi.am E. Bog.\rdls.

After a vacancy in the pastorate of nearly two years, a call

was extended to the Rev. William E. Bogardus, and was accepted.

Mr. Bogardus was born at Cohoes, Albany county, X. Y. He
graduated from Rutgers College in i860, and from the Theological

Seminary at Xew Brunswick in 1863. In the same year he was

licensed bv the North Classis of Long: Island, and settled in
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The Rkv. William E. Bogardus

liis first charti^e at Middleburgh. In April, 1874, he was received

into tlie C'lassis of Paramus from the C'hissis of Orange, and installed

()\cr the Reformed Church of Saddle

River the following May. For ten and

one half years he faithfully served

the congregation and was then dis-

missed to the Classis of Passaic,

having accepted a call to the Ponds

Reformed Church, at Oakland, N. J.

During the ministry of Mr.

Bogardus, the present seal of the

corporation was adopted. At this

time also it was resolved by Con-

sistory to replace the old parsonage

with a new one. The old landmark

around which clustered so many
bright and sacred memories, was

taken down, and the present parsonage building erected in its

stead. The stipulations were that the new parsonage and the

barn also built at the time, should not costless than $1,500.

A feature of the work here, and one which was dear to Mr.

Bogardus, was the circulating cottage prayer meetings, which he

styles as faithfully attentled, earnest, and pre-eminently social. It

is still easy to perceive that Mr. Bogardus and his helpmeet were

greatly endeared to many of the flock over which in the

name of the Master, he watched. His sermons were carefully pre-

pared and showed a conscientious endeavor to })reach the whole

Word of God. The Consistory, upon his retirement from the

field, adopted resolutions expressive of their appreciation of his

faithful and conscientious work in the Master's vineyard while

among them.

The Rf.v. William N. Todd, D. D.

The vacant pulpit was again filled in 1885 by the settlement

of the Rev. William N. Todd. He was born at White House,

N. ]., September 7, 1844. He graduatetl from Rutgers College

in 1 87 1, and from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick

in 1874. He was licensed b}" the Classis of Kingston, October

25, 1874, at Hashville Falls, X. V. He was dismisseil from the

Church of (kiUatin. X. V., l)y the Classis of Hudson, (October 20,
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The Rkv. William N. Todd. D.D.

1885, to accept a call to the Saddle River Reformed Church. His
ministry over this people was an acceptable one, and was blessed
with spiritual fruitage. During his

time imjirovements were made to the

property, and the pews were first rented

in 1893. Mr. Todd was highly

esteemed in the community as a citi-

zen and neighbor. His pulpit prepara-

tions were always of a high order, and
full of spiritual instruction. It was
during his pastorate that the Church
celebrated her centennial anniversary,

the pastor delivering a discourse ap-

propriate to the occasion. Mr. Todd
was dismissed by Classis to the Presby-

terian Church, in which body he had
accepted a call to Blairstown. X.

J. It

was while serving in that field that .Air. Todd was honored with
the degree of Doctor of Divinity, in recognition of his ability.

Dr. Todd has many warm friends in his old charge, who are al-

ways glad to see him when he visits Saddle River.

The Rev. Isaac Van Kampex. Ph. D.

Soon after the departure of Mr. Todd, the Rev. Isaac Van
Kampen accepted the call of the Church and was ordained and
installed June 19. 1893. and still holds that position. He was
born at Holland City, Mich. Intending to follow a business
career, he entered the Grand Rapids Business College, and gradu-
ated from the same in 1884. Later, having the ministry in

view, he entered Hope College and graduated from that institution

in 1890, and from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, in

1893. In the same year, on May 22, he was licensed to preach
the Gospel by the Classis of Rensselaer.

Having accepted a call to the Church of Saddle River, he was
ordained by the Classis of Paramus and installed as pastor of this

Church June 19, 1893. The Rev. \Vm. X. Todd. D. D., former
pastor of the Church, preached the ordination sermon.

Soon after .Mr. Van Kampen's settlement in this field, the de-
sirabihty of having a chapel and lecture room for the accommo-
dation of the Sabbath school and other services, was felt. This
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The Rev. Isaac Van Kampen.

new enterprise was soon under way. A commodious and hand-

somely ap])ointed building has been erected for that |)urj)ose. Mr.

Jacob Zabriskie, now deceased, dona-

ted the lot upon which the chapel was

built, and gave the Consistory a deed

for the same. The church editice has

been remodeled also recently, and

greatly improved. The interior has

been repainted and frescoed, and two

additional front entrances have been

made, giving the church a more im-

posing appearance. Four handsome

memorial windows and a memorial

communion table have been furnished

by interested parties. All this has

given the Old Stone Church a chaste

beauty coupled with an architecture of old time solidity.

While a number of the older members have passed aw^ay,

making a loss to the Church in several ways, still it has more than

held its own. The attendance upon divine service is good, the

congregation being largely augmented during the summer months.

The well attended prayer meetings are an indication of whole-

some spiritual life. A few years ago a Christian Endeavor Society

was organized. The Sabbath school is in a flourishing condition,

the membership steadily increasing. The Ladies' Aid Society is a

generous and hearty co-operative factor in the work of the Church.

The relations between pastor and people are harmonious, and

the work under Gods blessing is progressing. I>ast year the

pastor was granted an extended leave of absence to prosecute a

course of study at the university of Bloomington, 111., from which

institution he received the degree of Doctor /jf Philosophy. Pastor

and people are working hand in hand, trusting that God's blessing

may be wdth this Church of the fathers in the future as it has

been in the past.

In conclusion, it is but a fitting tribute to add that Elder

Jacob Snyder acted for many years as clerk of the Consistory.

Now gone to his rest, he was a faithful friend to the Church he

loved. The Sabbath school, at present a flourishing one, has been

for many years under the efficient management of elders A. Z.

Winter and Herman Terhune as superintendent and assistant su-
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IxTiiitcndcnt. .Mr. Conrad l-"().\, the oldest inenibcr of the conj^re-

t^ation, at ])rrscnt yi years of ai^^e, and still a rej^ular attendant,

was for many years an elder of the Church. He can remember

the various changes that have taken place in the history of the

Church since the clays of old Doniine (ioetschius, when the services

were still in Dutch, and sound doctrine prevaded. The period

from Domine (Joetschius up to the present pastorate was one of

"giants in those days.
'" The four successive pastors after Mr.

Goetschius towered above the puljjit with am]:)le grace, each being

six feet in height. The memory of that greatness still lingers

among the people. Also of the days when great work was done

for the I\Iaster"s cause, when the fathers gathered from far and

near to worship in the Old Stone Church, and when every pew and

every gallery was filled with worshippers to hear the Word of God

declared. Those were the days when many brought with them

their lunch on Sabbath morning to enable them to stay and attend

the afternoon service. Those scenes have changed, and many have

been gathered to their fathers and now lie asleep in the old church-

yard, but the Old Stone Church still stands, its massive walls un-

touched by the hand of time, a symbol of God's everlasting

truth to those who still regard it as the Church of their fathers.

Legacies and bequests of various sums have been received by

the Church at different times. In 1877 a legacy was received from

the estate of the widow, PLlizabeth Ackerman. In 1887, by will

and testament of Gitty De Baun, a legacy of $500, was received.

In 1889, a bequest was made to the Church to be received in dif-

ferent sums from the estate of Angeline N. Brown. In 1897, a

legacy of $200 was received from the estate of Edward De Baun.

On the minutes of Consistory, dated August 18, 1890, resolu-

tions are recorded in expression of the generosity of Adolphus

Wanamaker, and of his interest in the welfare of the Church. In

his will he requested that the old bell in the church tower be re-

placed by a new one of excellent tone and power, and a sum of

money bequeathed for this purpose, was received from the estate.

In 1893 Mrs. Adolphus Wanamaker left by will and testament

a bequest of $500, to be devoted to Foreign Missions. It was

placed with the Board of Foreign Missions for the Arabian Mis-

sion, to educate a native preacher.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF RAMAPO

The Rev. Wii.mam H. Vroom, D. D.

RAMAPO is an Indian name, formerly written Ramapough, and

applied to a large district of country lying partly in New
Jersey and partly in New York state. The tract embraced the

Ramapo Mountains, and also gave its name to the beautiful river

which flows through it and becomes a prominent tributary of the

Passaic. The earliest white settlers in this locality were a com-

pany of Protestant Germans, said to have been of the Lutheran

faith. They are supposed to have entered this region either from

Dutchess county, N. Y. , by passing down through Sullivan and

Orange counties about 1720, or from Hunterdon and Sussex

counties, N. J., where some of them arrived about 1715 — 1720.

The body of immigrants to which they belonged came over from

the Palatinate in the time of Queen Anne, and settled for the most

part in New York state; but one vessel driven out of its course,

entered Delaware Bay, and landed its passengers on the New Jer-

sey side of the Delaware River, where the most of them remained.

The object of these immigrants in coming to our shores was partly

to escape persecution, and partly to improve their condition. The

settlers in Ramapo proceeded at once to establish religious wor-

ship, and exhibited their zeal and enterprise by the erection of a

log church about the year 1720. The building was situated about

a quarter of a mile south of the present Reformed church. Hol-

land families followed soon after the Germans. These connected

themselves with the congregation of Paramus, ten miles distant,

and are mentioned as signers to the call and contributors to the

salary of Domine Vander Linde, who was settled at Paramus and

the Ponds in 1748. The Ramapo settlers continued in this rela-

tion till some time after the American Revolution. At length, the

spirit of independence having taken possession of the people,

steps were taken to organize a Church of their own. The matter
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came up al a nu'etinLC "t llu' old C'lassis of Ilackensack, held

at Paramus. December 14, 1785. The following is the record of

the transaction as found on the Minutes of ("lassis. jiage 54.

PKTITION IKOM KAMAPO.

"David Christie appeared before the Reverend Classis, and

Cornelius Haring, and have, as commissioned by the neighborhood
of Ramapo, presented a written memorial signed by the respective

citizens of the neighborhood, by which their Reverence request

from the Reverend Classis, liberty and aid to be established into a

Church. I'he Reverend Classis having heard and considered this

desire, agree unanimously that this neighborhood shall be organ-

ized into a Church, only with this restriction, that those from

among them are bound to fultill their promises for the support of

religion in the congregation of Paramus and Ponds, by virtue of

their signatures, as long as the call remains in force of Domine
Vander Linde, whereto they have bound themselves freely. We
wish for the rest that the Lord will command over them and this

their desire, His blessing and His love. Further, the Rev. Her-

manus Meyer is appointed, with one of his Consistory, to aid said

neighborhood in the appointment of a Consistory there.

The Rev. Hermanus Meyer mentioned as the organizer, was

the pastor at that time of Totowa and Pompton Plains both of

which were in the Classis.

About ten years after the organization, in 1795,. the first

church edifice was erected on the present beautiful and sightly lo-

cation, hard by what is now the village of INIahwah, N. J.
It has

been frequently renovated and somewhat reconstructed since that

time, but is believed to be practically the same building. The

Erie Railroad established a station a little east of the church in

i860, and the village which has since grown up around it, took its

name from a brook or rivulet near the place, called by the Indians.

Mahwah River. Tradition says, "the church was built by the

Hollanders and Germans jointly, and that each party was to use it

on alternate Sabbaths."* Whether this were true or not, it event-

ually became the exclusive property of the Reformed Church.

The church was known colloquially, until quite recently, as

"Island"' church. The same designation was given to the high

road and the neighborhood. The only plausible explanation

found for this, is that suggested by Dr. Zabriskie, that the "ele-

* From a letter by A. S. Zabriskie, M. D., of Suffern N. Y., containing a uiimber of facts;

and traditions of the early times here presented.
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vated position of the land, which is surrouiidcil by valleys and

streams, gives it some similarity to an island."

The development of the country and the buildinj^ of the Erie

railroad caused a number of other picturesque and thrifty villages

to spring up within the Ramapo district. These are Darlington in

New Jersey, and Suffern, Hillburn, Ramapo, Sloatsburg and

Tuxedo in New York. The village of Suffern, onh^ a mile

north of the church, was founded at the time the railroad was

The Reformed Chtrch of Ra.mapu. — i7y5-

built in 1 84 I, and took its name from John Suffern, a native of the

county of Antrim. Ireland. He settled in this locality in 1763.

He was a man of wealth, energy and influence, and obtained an im-

mense landed property, upon which not only Suffern, but Hillburn

and Ramapo also are built. Mr. Suffern became a prominent

member of this congregation.

The village of Ramapo, four miles north of the church, is one

of the oldest in the region. It was founded by Josiah G. Pierson

and his brothers, Jeremiah H. and Isaac, in the year 1795, and

was for many years noted for its enterprise and success in the

manufacture of iron, This and the neighboring village of Hillburn
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arc still distiiii^uislied for tlicir inm foundries. At the ])resc'nt time

most of the villa,2;cs mentioned lia\-e one or more churches of their

own.

The lands belont^^inL^ to the Raniapo Church, embracing- orij^-i-

nall\- about forty acres, were donated by Robert .Morris and John

De I.ancey, who at that time were the proprietors of large tracts in

that region. John Suffern was their aij;;ent for the supervision of

their interests, and bv his sug^-estion and influence the donation

was secured.

The restriction imposed by the Classis at the org-anization of

Raniapo, that those who had subscribetl to the salary of Domine

Vander Linde, should continue that support as long as his call re-

mained in force, appears to have been faithfully observed; for no

call was made for a minister till that aged pastor completed his

labors at Paramus and Ponds in 1789.

The Rev. Peter Leydt.

In 1789 the Ramapo Church called the Rev. Peter Leydt to be-

come its tirst minister. In so doing it was united with Ponds and

West New Hempstead, each of those Churches receiving part of

his services. He was a son of the Rev. John Leydt, who for thirty-

five years was minister at New Brunswick and Six ^lile Run. He
was born in 1763 and licensed in 1788. He was educated at

Queen's College and studied theology under Dr. Livingston. The

extensive charge to which he was now called was his only field of

labor. It embraced three widely scattered congregations and in-

volved the organization of the work in Ramapo. His pastorate

continued four years only and appears to have been terminated by

failing health. Three years later, at the early age of thirty-three,

the Master called him to his heavenly reward.

The Rev. George G. Brixkerhoff.

Immediately after the retirement of Mr. Leydt, Ramapo united

with West New Hempstead in calling the Rev. George G. Brinker-

hoff to become their joint pastor. Mr. Brinkerhoff was a native of

Bergen county— born at Closter, in 1761. In theology he was a

student of Meyer, Romeyn and Froeligh, and was licensed to

preach in 1788. His earliest work in the ministry was as a home
missionary in the North. He appears to have labored also for a

time at Conewago, Pa. ; but his first regular pastoral settlement,
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and the longest one, was with these Churches, extending from

1793 to 1806. After leaving this field he preached several years at

Owasco, N. Y. , and died in 1813.

It is to be regretted that no regular church records have come
down to us from which might be gleaned interesting details of the

life and work of these men of God who labored in these Churches

in the early days. In the case of Mr. Brinkerhoff, we are told that

he was a very "godly man, mild and gentle in temper, but firm

and resolute in his ()i)inions and purposes." His Christian assur-

ance and prophetic foresight, displayed in the closing hours of his

life are thus described: "On Saturday morning he remarked to

his family, 'I think I may live until Tuesday;' but in a few moments

he looked around and said, T was wrong; a little after midnight,

this very night, my Lord and Master will call for me.' After

giving his parting counsel to his relatives and neighbors, who
were at his bedside, he said : 'Now I have done with this world.

Why tarry Thy chariot wheels so long, O Lord ?' On being asked

whether he had any doubts of his salvation, he replied: 'No; if I

were to doubt now, I would sin.' Between the hours of one and

two on Sabbath morning, as he had predicted, his Master called

him home." *

The Rev. James D. Demarest.

After a vacancy of more than a year, a call was made, in

1808, upon the Rev. James D. Demarest, who ministered to this

Church in connection with that of West New Hempstead, for a

period of sixteen years. The Church had already become strong

numerically and in 1810 reported 150 families. His ministry,

though hopefully begun, ended disastrously in his own secession

and the disruption of his Churches. He was a student under Dr.

Froeligh and licensed in 1803 by the Classis of Paramus. Four

years later he received his first call to the Church of Caatsban

[Katsbaan,] N. Y., from which, after two years' service, he en-

tered this field. In the fierce controversy which arose in the

Classis on account of the disaffection of Dr. Froeligh toward the

Reformed Church. Mr. Demarest was led to sympathize with his

old preceptor in the false position he had taken, and, in 1824, fol-

lowed him in secession. A part of each of his Consistories and a

portion of each congregation went with him. The matter was

*The Rev. P. I>. Van Cleef, D.I)., in Corwin's Manual, p. 195.
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prcscntc(l to the ("lassis and its aid earnestly solicited in a carefully

drawn pajier prcj^ared at a nieetinsj: of the loyal congregation, and

sig^ned bv lohn SutHern, chairman; Jacob Young, secretary; Wil-

liam Ilojiix-r and John Parlenian, elders: William Fxkhart, dea-

con, and ri)rt\-six others. In response the ("lassis appointed the

Rev. John 1. Christie to preach in this Church and assist the con-

gregation in choosing and ordaining a Consistory therein. At the

next regular session held in Pascack in Se])tember, 1824, the

Chassis sat for a period of four days, and patiently tried the min-

ister and the seceding ofTicers upon the charge of public schism,

and having found them guilty, deposed them from their respective

offices. The same course throughout was pursued in respect to

West New Hempstead. The pulpits of both Churches were de-

clared vacant, and a call upon the Rev. Jefferson Wynkoop to be-

come the joint pastor, was approved at the same session.

The Rev. Jefferson Wynkoop.

The successor of Mr. Demarest, the Rev. Jefferson Wynkoop,

was born in New York City in 1801. Having graduated from

Union College and the Theological Seminary at New Bruns-

wick, he came into this field fresh from his studies, and was or-

dained in the Ramapo church October 6, 1824. He must have

been a young man of wisdom and tact, for he guided this Church

in troublous times and accomplished a ministry of twelve years

duration. After this he labored two years at Athens, N. Y., and

subsequently in several Presbyterian Churches.

The Rev. Peter Allen.

The successor of Mr. Wynkoop was the Rev. Peter Allen,

who was born in Columbia county, N. Y., in 1808, and like

his predecessor, entered upon the pastorate in this Church and

West New Hempstead fresh from the School of the Prophets at

New Brunswick. This was in 1837. During his first year a list

of the members in full communion, consisting of 66 names, was

prepared by him and placed on record. A register of marriages

was also begun, and consistorial minutes of the more important

acts were from that time forward preserved.

At a meeting of the Consistory and congregation, held in the

church, April 15, 1852, the following resolutions were passed :

"Resolved, That twenty acres of the lands belonging to the
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cono^regation, on the north end of the farm, be offered for sale, and
the proceeds thereof be applied to Iniilding a suitable dwelling

house on the remaining lands of the said congregation.

"Resolved, That said house be located on the hill east of the

church, and north of the public road leading to the Franklin turn-

pike.

James Suflern. Abram Banta and David P. Ramsey were ap-

pointed a committee to carry the above resolutions iiito effect.

The twenty acres were sold to Abram Van Horn. Peter R. Ramsey

and John Winter. After hauling the stone for the foundation, how-

ever, the plan of building was abandoned; and a property, con-

sisting of a suitable house and some fifteen acres of land lying on

the Franklin turnpike on the easterly side of the village, was pur-

chased from Seba Bogert for a parsonage.

Mr. Allen's ministry in this Church continued sixteen years,

and was fruitful. At the end of that time, in 1853, the pastoral

alliance between the Churches of Ramapo and West New Hemp-

stead, which had subsisted in amity for sixty-four years, was dis-

solved. This change was brought about partly by the earnest rec-

ommendations of the Classis. which sought to cultivate the field

more thoroughly, but chiefi}-, by a sense on the part of each

Church of the neetl of a minister for itself. Mr. Allen, therefore,

resigned his call to this Church, and spent the remaining nine years

of his life ministering to West New Hempstead only. After his

death, which occurred in 1862, the Rev. Dr. Duryea spoke of

him as '-a good man full of the Holy Ghost and of faith, whose

end was just such as we would expect to follow so humble and

godly a life.
" *

The Rev. William Theodore ^^\^" Doren.

.\fter the departure of Mr. Allen from this Church in 1S53.

the congregation undertook the entire support of a pastor, and

called the Rev. William Theodore Van Doren. He had been

trained in our own institutions at New Brunswick, and already

spent some twelve years in the work of the ministry. Previous

charges had been at Batavia. Woodstock. Port Byron, (Presby-

terian,) and Mott Haven, X. V. His ministry here was brief and

without notable incidents. An attempt was made to liquidate a

debt upon the parsonage, and a schedule of benevolent contri-

butions was adopted, which included domestic and foreign mis-

* .\ fuller sketch of his life may be found on page 305.
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sions ami the Bible Society. lie i-esio;ne(l in 1857 and accei)tc(l a

call to South Bend, Ind. lie also served as chaplain of the

Seventh Missouri cavalry in the War of the Rebellion.

'I'liK Rev. W'ii.i.iam Dhmakkst.

\]m\ 20, 1858, Mr. Van Doren was succeeded in the pastorate

by the Rev. William Demurest. He was a native of Hacken-

sack, Hert^^en county, N. J.; a j^rraduate of Columbia College,

class of 1834, and of the New Brunswick Seminary, class of

1837. He had already been pastor of the Churches of Clover

Hill, New Hurley, First Berne ami Beaver Dam, Westerlo,

and Bound Brook, and was in his maturity when he accei)ted this

call. There is evidence of much pains-

taking work done by him, but the ac-

cessions were entirely offset by losses.

Dr. Corwin said of him : "He was a

man ot marked peculiarities. He was

pure in character, strong -in convic-

tions of duty, devoted to the work of

preaching the Gospel, conscientious

in the discharge of every duty, de-

voted to the Church in whose interests

he labored—loyal to her constitution,

her order, and her whole polity. In

his intercourse with the people there

was kindness and gentleness, com-

bined with dignity, which could not

fail in making an impression." In 1870 he resigned this charge

and a year later became pastor of the Church of Union, Albany

county, N. Y., where after a quiet ministry of three years he de-

parted this life March 21, 1874. He was succeeded in this

pastorate in 1871 by the Rev. George A. Magee.

The Rev. George A. Magee.

Mr. Magee was a native of Ireland, — born in Londonderry

in 1830, and came to this country when ten years of age. Having

prepared for the ministry under the instruction of Dr. Krebs of

New York city, he was licensed by the Presbytery, and held sev-

eral positions outside of our denomination before he was called to

this Church. Good spiritual results attended his labors, and he

Thb Rev. William Demarest.
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enjoyed the love of his people; but the Church was weak materi-

ally, and was having a severe struggle to maintain the means of

grace. Besides this the people of Ramseys, who had been tribu-

tary to this Church, had taken steps to erect a chapel, and in 1875

procured their organization into a Church. Mr. INIagee, therefore,

resigned in 1875. He subsequently supplied a Church at Lake

View for a time, and on January 16, 1878, he died. His remains

were laid to rest in Greenwood Cemetery.

The Church was now vacant for a period of four years, but

the pulpit was regularly supplied by the Rev. Abram (). Ryerson

and others. A measure of quickening grace was felt at this time

and the Church was encouraged by receiving much larger acces-

sions than usual.

The Rev. Wtlliam H. Nasholds

In 1879 the Rev. William H. Nasholds was called to the

pastorate. He was born at Knox,

Albany county, N. Y. , and had just

graduated from our institutions at New
Brunswick, where he had taken a full

nine years' course of study. His charge

embraced the infant enterprise at

Rainseys as well as this Church. The

old parsonage property on the Franklin

turnpike had been sold in 1874, and

the present commodious building,

standing on a sightly corner opposite

the church, was built during the first

year of Mr. Nashold's ministry, at a

cost of $2107.33. I he next year im-

paired health obliged Mr. Nasholds to

resign, much to the regret of his people,

have been Farmer Village, Schodack Landing, and his present

charge, the First Church of Bethlehem, N. \.

The Rev. William H. Nasholds.

His subsequent charges

The Rev. William W. Letson.

In 1882 the Rev. William W. Letson resjxjnded favorably to a

call and took up the work awaiting a laborer. He was born in

New Brunswick, N. J., in 1830, and enjoyed the benefits of a full

course C)f studv in the institutions there established. Licensed to
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The Rev. William W. Letson.

j)rL'acli the (Jospcl in 1854, lu- had ah-eady t)ccn pastor at Ghent,

(}ilb()a, anil Aniit\-, N. Y., bel'ore bcin,^- called to this field. In

each of these charo^e.s he had been

successful in winning- souls and ad-

vancin,^- the interests of the Churches.

In this tield, likewise, his labors

were attended with success. 'I'he

Church which hatl been previously

very weak, was raised to a posi-

tion of self-support, its membership

more than doubletl, and the inter-

ior of the church renovated and

adorned. A neat chapel was built,

and the Sabbath school continued

all the year. In 1886 his pastorate

in Ramseys was discontinued and

his entire labor given to this field.

In February, 1892, Mr. Letson's health gave way and he was

obliged to give up his work and resig-n his charge. He removed

to Allendale, where he lingered in ever increasing weakness of

body, but in a firm and comforting assurance of soul, till on Sep-

tember 22, 1893, Ood took him. He was a painstaking and con-

scientious worker in the vineyard of the Lord.

The Rev. Albert A. King.

Upon 'Sir. Letson's retirement, the

Church called the Rev. Albert A. King.

He was born at Stanhope, X. J., in

1852, educated at Pennington seminary

and licensed by the Newark Methodist

Episcopal Conference. By his own
diligence and perseverance he pre-

pared himself for the ministry, and

was ordained by the Classis of Passaic,

and installed over the Church of Ponds

in 1 88 1. After leaving that Church he

was pastor at Boonton and at Riverside,

Paterson, before coming to this field. The rev, alukrt a. king.

His early ministry here was largely blessed in conversions. The

spiritual quickening enjoyed from 1894 to 1896 was unusual in this
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Church, ;iiul the nienihership was hiryely increased. Failing health

incapacitated him for labor, and on July ii, lyoo, the Classis

relieved him from Ids active ministry, anil declared him emeritus.

The Rev. Louis Vandenbuk(;h.

r d the close of the year, 1900, the ])resent ])astor, the

Rev. Louis X'andenburgh, was called,

lie was born in Chicaj.(o, 111., 1878.

His preparation for the nunistry was

begun at the North Western Classical

Academy at Orange City, Iowa. He

was graduated from Hope College in

1897, and from Princeton Sendnary in

1900. (Jn January 29, 1901, the

Classis of Paramus ordained him to the

ministr\- and installed him over this

Church. The sermon was delivered

by the Rev. William H. Vroom, D. I).

The charge to the minister was given by

the Rev. Isaac Van Kampen, Ph. D., and the charge to the people,

by the Rev. Henry W\ Brink.

The present Consistory is constituted of the following named

persons :

Andrew |. Winter, ^hdthew Hicks, Richard Wanamaker, John

T. Henion, elders; David Hopper, Martin Henion, Richartl Valen-

tine, Jacob Crouter, deacons.

The Rkv. Louis Vandenburgh



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF WARWICK

Thk Rtv. Takkk Kn(ix.

THL Reformed Church o! Warwick was formally organized as

such by the Classis of Paramus, on the second Sunday of

January, 1804. Previous to that time the congregation had been

Presbyterian in its organization, holding ecclesiastical connection

with the Presbytery of New York, and later with the Presbvterv of

Hudson, upon the formation of the latter in 1795.

The earliest history of the original Church is somewhat ob-

scure. The year 1764-5 is given by some authorities as the date of

the organization of the Presbyterian body, but owing to the fact

that the records of the Presbytery of New York previous to 1775. are

lost, and in the absence of necessary early local records, this date

cannot be verified. On the other hand, the records of certain early

ministers, who served the people of \Varwick and of Florida (five

miles distant), conjointly as pastors, do exist; and from these it is

evident the Warwick Church had pastoral care at least fifteen years

earlier. The Rev. Jonathan Elmer was pastor of these two

Churches from 175010 1754. After that there is no evidence of

pastoral care for eight years, or until 1762, when the Rev. Samuel

Parkhurst was pastor of the same Churches, so remained until

his death in 1768. Then another interval of four years occurred,

during which period the Church became the possessor of property:

as, in 1770, two contiguous acres of land were reserved out of cer-

tain properties that changed possession, "for a burial ground for

the use and benefit of the Presbyterian Church of Warwick." In

1773-4 the erection of the first rude house of worship was begun:
at that time it was enclosed, but the war of the Revolution delayed

its final completion twenty years. This first building was mani-

festly a very uncouth affair, square in shape, with a curb-roof, a

single aisle, with a tier of clumsy seats on either side: the gallery

was never completed.

Trustees for the care of the church property appear to have
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been first selected in 1784, when, on October 22, John Wheeler,

I'rancis Baird, and John Dennison were constituted as such. The
incorporation was leg-ally effected in 1 791, the certihcate of in-

corporation bearing the date of October 24 of that year. After

this incorporation, quit claim deeds for the two acres of land, be-

fore mentioned as having lieen reser\-ed for the~use of the Presby-

terian (."luirch of Warwick, were executed in favor of the trustees

by \\'illiani \\'ickham and the heirs of John INIorin Scott, dated re-

sj)ectively April 23, 1793, and January iS, 1793.

But to return to more spiritual matters, the Rev. Amzi Lewis

in 1772, (after four years' interval in the time of ministers), be-

came pastor of the joint charges of Florida and Warwick, sever-

ing his connection with the Warwick Church in 1777. Serious

difficulties, evidently, at this time, agitated the congregation and

made the withclrawal of Mr. Lewis wise in the eyes of Presby-

tery. But whatever the difticulties were, the separation of pastor

and people does not seem to have improved matters materially;

for eighteen years things -were in so unsettknl a condition that one

may judge the spark of life was well nigh extinguished. In 1784,

when the first trustees were chosen, the memorandum noting

that fact also contains the somewhat unusual information that

there were "no minister, elders, or deacons existing." Finally

the movement of life is again evidenced, and, in 1795, the Rev.

John Joline assumetl pastoral charge of the Florida and Warwick

Churches, giving to Warwick one-third of his time; he thus served

for seven years. After that the Presbvtery furnished supplies.

While the Presbyterians of ^^'arwick for over fifty years had

thus maintained their ecclesiastical existence, they could not claim

great activity for themselves. Certainly a Church that, for a time

at least, had no minister and no other officers than trustees to

hold possession chiefly of a burial ground, and possessing a

neglected building, coulil not claim a high degree of vitality. At

the beginning of the century a very decided advance was evident,

the result of the coming of new families into the neighborhood,

and then began a most unique attempt to carry on a dual organi-

zation (which in point of fact did continue in form until the year

1890) by which it was hoped to maintain organic connection with

l>oth the Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church and the (.lassis of

the Reformed Church.

A stron*'- Dutch element, coming into the localitv, not unnat-
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urally dcsircnl a C'luircli (»rs4;ani/.ati(in in connection with their an-

cestral denomination. Their position was considerably helped by

the fact that, "about this time several young Dutch ministers,

latc-ly landed, preached to the great acceptance of the people.
"

The English element finally yielded to tlic Dutch brethren and
agreed to the organization of what shoukl be styleil the Presbyter-

ian and Reformed Church of Warwick. The reason for this double

designation was to insure the legal possession of the property that

had been given to the "Presbyterian Church." Accordingly,

while Presbytery was still continuing to appoint supplies for the

Church, forty-four subscribers petitioned the Classis of Paramus
to "furnish them from time to time with preaching and catechis-

ing, and to organize them in due time into a congregation. "' The
petition, dated February 23, 1S03, was presented to Classis by the

Rev. Mr. Eltinge of Paramus, on May nineteenth of the same year.

The petition was granted, though the organization was not imme-
diately effected. Cornelius Demarest and John G. Ackerson were

in the following September appointed to wait on the Classis of

Paramus at the next session for the purpose of asking supplies. The
request was granted, and it was resolved that "any minister be-

longing to this Classis, with an elder, be authorized to organize the

people of Warwick into a congregation, whenever in their opinion,

a proper opportunity offers. " In accordance with this resolution,

the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge and the elder, Stephen Hopper, re-

ported to Classis on April 4, 1804, that on the second Sabbatn of

January, 1804, they had organized "the people of Warwick into a

congregation by the name of the congregation of Warwick. " At

this time Andrew Ackerman and Cornelius Demarest were chosen

elders, and Aaron Taylor and John C. Ackersr)n, deacons. Two
years later Edward P. Ackerson and John Pelton were also made
elders, and Andrew Onderdonk and David C. Demarest, deacons.

These eight persons constituted the first full Consistory of the

Church.

Of course the dual name of the organization could never l)e

recognized by Classis or any other ecclesiastical body. The or-

ganization was constituted a Reformed Church and four years

later the Presbytery of Hudson formally recorded that the con-

gregation had placed itself under the care of the Paramus Classis.

As late as 1809 the Church evidently regarded itself as both Pres-

byterian and Reformed, for, at that date, during a vacancy in the
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pastorate, the Warwick Church is found applying- to the Presby-

tery to appoint supplies "if they should think, proper."' The re-

quest rather naively sug-gests that Presbytery shall not name sup-

plies for certain specific dates, as "these are the days appointed

by the Reverend Classis. " There is a decided humor in such an

application, as evidently the congregation supposed that the

dual organization of the Presbyterian and Reformed Church act-

ually existed and that the chasm was thus bridged.

INIarch 8, 1807, the Church was dul}' incorporated as the

"Consistory of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church and Con-

gregation of Warwick. " The trustees, however, continued to

hold the property in the name of the Presbyterian Church of War-

wick, initil March 18, 1890.

The Rev. Charles Hardexbergh.

The first minister of the Church after its organization by the

Classis of the Reformed Church was the Rev. Charles Harden-

bergh, a licentiate of the Classis, who, on the second Sabbath of

November, 1804. was ordained and installed as pastor. Mr.

Hardenbergh"s pastorate continued until the close of the year

1807. He was a great-grandson of Johannes Hardenbergh and

Catherine Rutsen, of Rosendale, Ulster county, X. V. the Jo-

hannes Hardenbergh to whom, with si.x others. Queen Anne of

England, gave a royal grant in i 70S for the large tract of land in

the state of New York, which has been known as the (ireat or

Hardenbergh Patent. His ])arents were Johannes Hardenl^ergh

and Rachel DuBois, of the Wallkill \'alley. His father was a

cousin of the Rev. Jacob Rutsen Hardenbergh, I). I)., the first

president of Queens, now Rutgers College, of which institution he

was elected a trustee in 1812. He studied under the Rev. Solo-

mon Froeligh, D. D., was licensed by the Classis of Paramus in

181 2 and was the first minister the Classis ordained. After leav-

ing Warwick he was pastor at Bedminster, Somerset county, for

twelve years, when, in 1820. he accepted a call from the Green-

wich Reformed Church, corner of Bleecker and Amos streets, New
York, and died the following year. A man of more than ordinary

ability .nd devotion to his work, his death was a loss not only to

theCh'.ucii he served, but also to the denomination he loved.

]\l()re than four years elapsed before a successor to Mr.

Hardenbergh was selected; the congregation was ministered to by



IIISIOKIKS OF rilK ClirKCllKS 34'

supplies. DuriiiL;- this tiiiu- the ori^i^iiial little building- that had

been in use seventeen years since its final conijjletion, was dis-

carded for a new, and, for the time, commodious church. The

new church was completed in the sprint^ of 1812.

The Rkv. John' I. Cukistik.

The summer of the same year witnessetl also the settling of a

pastor in the person of the Ivev. John I. Christie, who, th«)U,y:h a

licentiate of the Classis of Bergen, had served for ten years in the

pastorate in the Presbyterian Churches of Amsterdam and Galway.

He was born at Schraalenbur,L::h in 1781; was graduated from

Columbia college in 1799, and was licensed by tlie Classis of Ber-

gen in I 802.

Mr. Christie was the beloved pastor of the \\'arwick Church

for twenty-three years, until his health, which had not been good

for a number of years, made his retirement necessary. During

the pastorate of Mr. Christie, in 1830, the Sabbath school was

organized on the eighth of August, with a total enrollment of

si.xty-five scholars. Mr. Christie was a faithful minister of the

word, and a godly man, his sincere nature drawing to him the

hearts even of the children of his flock. His sermons were

alwavs carefully prepared, and under his ministry the Church be-

came much strengthened. His death occurred in 1845.

The Rev. Ben'jajiix Van Keirex.

The Rev. Benjamin Van Keuren became pastor in !May, 1836.

He was a graduate of the seminary at New Brunswick, class of

1824. Before coming to Warwick, he was pastor at Esopus from

1825 till 1836, during parts of which period he was also pastor of

the Churches of Hurley and Bloomingdale, N. V. Mr. Van Keur-

en's pastorate at Warwick covered only a period of a year and a

half, closing in November, 1837. His later pastorates were in

connection with the Presbyterian Church. He died in 1865.

The next important act on the part of the congregation was the

purchase of its parsonage property. This was made April, 1838,

and included twenty-two acres of land, with a dwelling upon it

that served as the minister's home for twenty years. The minister

was not expected to cultivate so large a farm. The purchase was

the rather made as a speculation. Its cost was $5200, and arrange-

ments ^vere at once made to sell off so much of the land as was
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not needed for parsonage use. By this plan the parsonage, with

the ample grounds that still surround the present building, were

secured at what finally proved to be but a small cost to the con-

gregation.

Thk Rkv. James W. St p:wart.

After securing a parsonage, the Church sought again a per-

manent minister, the choice falling upon the Rev. James W. Stew-

art, who on May 15. 1838, having held pastorates in .Salem and

Jackson, was installed as the Warwick pastor. The Church pros-

pered anew upon Mr. .Stewart's assumption of leadership, and

gained largely in numbers; his pastorate ended in the fall of 1842.

The Rev. Ferdinand H. \'an Derveer. D. D.

On the fourth of December, 1842, the Rev. Ferdinand H.

Van Derveer, began to preach regu-

larly, and on the fourteenth of

February following ( 1843 ) he was
installed as pastor. His long and

successful ministry in the Warwick

Church covered a period of almost

thirty-four years. Dr. Van Derveer

was the revered and beloved father

of the Warwick Church of today.

He graduated from Union College

in 1 82 1, and from the seminary at

New Brunswick in 1823. His

previous pastorates had been at

Hyde Park, New Hurley and New
burgh. He was an independent

thinker, an earnest speaker, clear and logical in statement, illus-

trating the truths he proclaimed by his holy and consistent be-

havior. Though a man of great energy and decision of character,

he was peculiarly social in disposition. Dr. Van Derveer s minis-

try was signally blessed in the salvation of souls and in sowing

the seed that has borne its fruitage long years after. He received

the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Rutgers College in 1828.

In the early years of Dr. Van Derveers pastorate the church

building of 181 2 proved inadequate for the uses of the congrega-

tion. Accordinglv a new edifice was erected, which was com-

The Rkv. F. H. Van Dervekr, D. D.
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pleted and tledicated in 1848. Klcvcn years later the C'hiircli was

enlartjed and beautitieil: as then eonipleted and used by the eon-

gregation for thirty years h)n_<^a'r, it was attraetive and eoinino-

dious. Its arehiteeture was (Jrecian Dorie, tlie roof supported in

the front bv four massive Huted eobunns, forniinj^r the spaeious

portieo where for so many yi'ars the eon^-re,t^ation were wont to

gatlier for nuitual greeting; l)efore or after the services within.

Soon after the enlarsfement of the church, tlie congretj^ation built

The Reformed Church of Warwick,— 1848.

the new parsonage, which has continued to be the comfortable

and commodious home of its pastor until the present time.

Dr. Van Derveer's pastorate terminated, in consequence of

the limitations of age, September 11, 1876. His death occured

July 10, 1881, at the home of his son-in-law, the Rev. 'I'homas S.

Dusinberre, at Livingston, N. Y.

The Rev. Vkrxox B. Carroll.

On December 28, 1876, the Rev. Vernon B. Carroll was in-

stalled pastor of the Church, and remained at its head for ten
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Thk Rev. Vernon J5. Carroll.

years, until |anuary i, 1887. Mr. Carroll was born in Baltimore

in 1846; was g-raduated from Rutgers College in 1868, and from

the seminary at New Brunswick in

187 1. His previous pastorates were

in Pottersville, N. J., and New York

city. He was a man of scholarly at-

tainments and of large capacity for

work; an able preacher, deeply spirit-

ual and profoundly conscientious.

He was decidedly progressive in his

ideas and keenly alive to the methods

and demands of modern Church life.

A new era in the Churchs spirit and

activity began with his ministry.

The Church made much jirogress

along all lines; its membership was

largely augmented and its benevo-

lences were systematized and greatly increased. The Ladies

Missionary Society (Auxiliary to both the Boards) was organized

while Mr. Carroll ministered to the Church. His later pastorates

were at Tenatly, N. J., and Armenia, N. Y. His death occurred

December 21, 1899.

The Rev. Peter Crispei.l.

On the third of August, 1887, Classis ordained to the Gospel

ministry, and installed as pastor the

Rev. Peter Crispell, under whose seven
-^-^^

years' ministerial care the Church con-

tinued to make very marked progress.

The additions to its membership were

especially large; its Young People's

society was organized, and the grow,

ing congregation found the church of

thirty and forty years before, again

too small. Once more the question

of enlargement or rebuilding had to

be considered. It was decided to

build a new church on the oUl

site, and plans, drawn by Mr. E.
•^ The Rev. Peter Crispell.

G. W. Dietrich, of New York, calling

for a handsome stone structure, were adoi)ted. The new editice
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was built at a cost, complete witli ort^aii and furnishinf^s

,

of nioii' than $35,000, besides the vabie of work done

,u;i'atuitoiisl}'. By the personal exertions of the ]iast<)r and

the bberal response of a most united j)eoi)le, it was detb'catetl

without encumbrance on |une 26, 1S90. The l)uihlini^ is

in many respects an unique structure. Its architectural style is

Ih/.antine; its walls and arches, towers and buttresses are built of

the rou^;h stones u;atlured from fiekls and fences, which, when hrst

built into the structure were still green or black with growing-

The Reformed Church of Warwick,— 1890.

lichen or moss, and the mold and weather stains of years, and are

still most beautiful, covered with growing ivy. The church is

commodious, with a seating capacity of five hundred.

]Mr. Crispell's pastorate terminated the tirst Sunday of June,

1894. He resigned to become pastor of the Reformed Church at

Utica, N. Y. , of which he is now pastor. Mr. Crispell is a native

of Hurley, Ulster county, New York, where he was born in 1862.

He is the son of Peter Crispell, jM. D. He graduated from P^ut-
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ger^ College in iSS-i, and the seminary at New Brunswick in 1887.

Thk Rev. Taber Knox.

The present pastor, the Rev. Taber Kno.x. was called from

the Fourth Reformed Church of (Manaj'unk) Philadelphia, and

was installed October 23. 1894. Previous to his Philadelphia pas-

torate, Mr. Kno.x was pastor of the

Second Reformed Church of Tarr}--

town. X. Y. He was born in New
York city in 1863. and is a grandson

of the Rev. John Knox, D. D. , who
was one of the pastors of the Col-

legiate Church for forty years. 'Sir.

Knox is a graduate of Columbia

College, class of 1883, and of Union

Theological Seminary, class of 1886.

After leaving the seminary he had

charge, in the absence of its pastor,

of the Presbyterian Church at Schagh

ticoke. X. Y. He was ordained

to the ministry when installed pas-

tor of his Tarrytown charge Julv 12. 1887.

The Junior Christian Endeavor society and the Young Ladies'

Missionary society ('"Heart and Hand") and two branch summer
Sabbath schools are recent additions to the working agencies of

the Church, and with the Sabbath school, the Christian Endeavor

society and the Ladies" Missionary society, organized as noted

above, in former years, are doing good work.

According to its most recent report the families now constitu-

ting the congregation are 150: its membership 269: Sabbath school

enrollment, 237: its benevolent contributions last year, S1524.

This Church has given three of its sons to the gospel ministry.

The Rev. Cyrus G. Yan Derveer, the son of its pastor, Dr. Ferdi-

nand H. Yan Derveer, was ordained to the Gospel ministry by the

Classis of Paramus at a meeting held in the \Yarwick church, No-

vember 9, 1859. He was pastor of the Reformed Church at Dav-

enport, Iowa: and during his pastorate there also served as chaplain

in the Civil War: at the time of his death he was secretary of the

Board of Domestic Missions. His death occurred at Warwick in

April, 1868.

The Rev. Taber Knox.
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The Rev. Thomas S. Dusinl^erre. the son of Kkler Peter Du-
sinberre. was also a son of the Churcli. A sketch of his life is

g-iven in the history of the West Xew Hempstead Church, in this

volume. He now resides at Pine Plains. X. V.

The Rev. James Henry Bertholf. another son of the Church,

son of James Holly Bertholf, was ordained to the Gospel min-
istry by the Classis of Westchester, and installed pastor of the

Church at Cnionville, Westchester County, X. V. He after-

wards served as pastor of the DeWitt Chapel, in connection with

the Collegiate Church, Xew York city; the Reformed Church at

Xassau. X. Y.. and the First Freehold. Marlboro, X.
J. Mr. Ber-

tholfs present residence is Yonkers, X. Y.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF PASCACK

The Rev. Edwakd Louewick.

THK vallcv in which this churcli is located was originally

"under the (.loniinion of the Delaware Indians. " The brook

tlowiny^ through the valley was called in the Indian language,

"Paskack," which signifies running water. From this the valley

and its immediate vicinity received its name. When the Church

was organized it naturally assumed the name of the locality in

which it was situated, and became known as the Church of Pas-

cack. This is the name under which it was incorporated, and

which it still retains.

The people originally attended religious services in the neigh-

boring churches of Tappan, Schraalenburgh, Paramus and Saddle

River. As the population increased they desired a church in their

own vicinitv, where thev could with greater convenience assemble

to worship God.

The subject of organizing a Church was agitated for twenty-

seven years before the desired object was attained. At a meeting

of the Classis of Hackensack held May 27, 1787, a petition was

presented from the neighborhood of Pascack, to be formed into a

Church, and the following was adopted :

"As some persons are members of the neighboring Churches,

and as this is a matter of great importance, it must be taken up

ad referendum. In the meanwhile the Consistories of these

Churches who have any interest in the matter are commissioned to

take this weighty affair into consideration and to thoroughly in-

vestigate into the whole subject, by the next meeting of Classis."

"At the meeting of Classis held again at Hackensack, no one ap-

peared from Pascack to press their request.
*"

From the above, it would seem that the matter was allowed

See Dr. Corvvin's "Manual and Record of the Church of Paramus."
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to rest (or the time hein,-^-, an.l for a nuniWer of years the people

were prevented from carrying; out tlieir cherished ]>hin.

Finally, in the year 1812, the way was opened by the separa-

tion t)rthe Church of Saddle River from that of Paramus, these two

Churches havinj^ been under the charg-e of one pastor previous to

the year 181 i.

When this separation occurred, the people of Saddle R^ivcr of-

fered to unite with the people of Pascack, and to assist them in

building a house of worship, with the understandinj^r that the two

congregations should form one Church and be governed by one

The Reformed Church of Pascack,— 181 2.

Consistory. It was also agreed that services should be held in the

two houses of worship alternately.

In the year 181 2, land was purchased and the building of the

church was begun. Yrom the record of deeds in the office of the

county clerk at Hackensack, we find that in the year 18 12, on the

twenty-third day of October, Peter Wortendyke and Matze, his

wife, and Abraham Campbell and :Margaret, his wife, for the sum

of $60.00 current money of the State of New York, gave a deed for

one acre of land, to John J.
Demarest, Garret

J.
Ackerson, Albert
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Wortcndyke and John J. Blauvelt, the appointed trustees for the

building of the Reformed Dutch Church at Pascack.

"The buihling was now begun with sjiirit and resolution, and
in one season a very beautiful and well proportioned house was
completed; in the fall it was dedicated, and the pews were sold,

a suitable discourse being preached on the occasion by the Rev.
Stephen (ioetschius." The building is of red sand stone, quarried
from the hills in the immediate vicinity and is known as "The Old
Stone Church of Pascack."

'I"he arrangement with Saddle River seems to have continued

for about two years, when difticulties arose, "caused by a line

tlrawn by the Classis at the instigation of Dr. Wilhelmus Eltinge

and the Consistory of Paramus, extending about a quarter of a

mile south of the meeting house at Pascack, by which a number
of families who desired to attend the services at Pascack were

claimed by the Consistory of the Church of Paramus.'' In order

to overcome this difficulty, "it was agreed to petition Classis at

their next session to disannul said line and to leave the inhabi-

tants, at their discretion, to join where they pleased." The fol-

lowing is from the minutes of the Classis, at a meeting held at

Schraalenburgh April 25, 1814. "A petition was laid before Classis

by a number of heads of families in the district of Pascack, request-

ing to have the boundary line between the congregations of Par-

amus and Saddle River annulled. On motion it was resolved that

the petition be entered on the minutes and is as follows:

"To the ministers and elders constituting Board of Classis of

Paramus, convened on the fourth of April ensuing, Gentlemen
and Brethren: The thought of your humble petitioners showeth
that whereas there has been a line drawn and contirmed by your
reverend board, some years ago, extending in our district, with-

out our knowledge and approbation, and whereas it appears that

compulsion is intended and already exercised to restrain us from
a union in fellowship with the Church of Pascack, now built and
completed and to which we have liberally contributed and ob-

tained seats. Gentlemen, be it known that as there was a va-

cancy here, and neighboring churches a considerable distance
from us, our attendance and contributions were only occasional,

and to continue until we could build a church in our own neigh-

borhood, which has been in contemplation for many years, and
for which there have been movements made at different times,

which to our full satisfaction has now been completed. Shall we
now be constrained by a line to which we have never agreed and
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forccil to abide in lVll()\\shi|) in those C'luirehes which we attend
only occasionly, until wc- shoulil have an oppt)rtunity of Christian
privilej^es in our own neighborhood ? Kven the idea is absurd,
and would be oppressive in the extreme. Therefore, we, your
humble petitioners, do remonstrate ajj^ainst said line as opjiressive
and grievous and pray that your reverend body interpose to relieve

us trom said restriction as offensive and jiernicious to the edifica-

tion of ourselves and families, and to disannul said line and leave
it to the option of every one to attend or join in Christian fellow-

ship where it shall be most convenient, a privilege which is gen-
erally enjoyed in Churches around, and which we claim as a civil

and religious liberty." Signed by fifteen names.

It was resolved that a copy of the above petition be sent to

the Consistory of Paramus. It was also resolved that the discus-

sion on the petition be postponed till the adjourned meeting of

Classis on the third Tuesday of June next at Pascack, and that the

people of Pascack be recommended in the mean time to devise a

plan for their being constitutionally organized into a congregation,

antl that the people adjacent to the new church at Pascack, belong-

ing to neighboring congregations be recommended to make appli-

cation to their respective Consistories for their consent to be con-

nected with the said new congregation.

At this meeting a call was laid on the table of Classis by the

Consistory of Saddle River for the Rev. Stephen Goetschius, which

was approved and accepted.

The Classis met in adjourned session at Pascack on the third

Tuesday of June, 1814, when the following petition was presented :

"Gentlemen and Brethren.—We your petitioners, fully con-
vinced ofthe propriety and expediency of forming a Church in Pas-
cack, do by these presents request your Reverend board to appoint a

committee, any time you may judge convenient, in order to ordain
elders and deacons and form said Church, by name, style and
title of the Church of Pascack. In complying with our praver vou
will oblige your ever praying petitioners.

'

The above petition was signed by seventy-nine heads of fam-

ilies; about one quarter of this number were from the Paramus con-

gregation.

Classis resolved: "That the request of the above petitioners be
granted, and that a committee be appointed to meet at Pascack on
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the second dav of lulv, 1814. to organize said Church, and that

with the athice and coiicumncc of the members in said district,

four memhers ( two ehlers and two deacons ) tos^^'ther with the four

already ordainc-d, bi- chosen and orthtined to constitute the Consis-

tory of said Church, known by the name, style and title of the

Church of Pascack.
"

On ]ul\' 2, 1S14, the committee appointed to organize the

Churcli at Pascack met according- to order of Classis. All the mem-

l)ers, ]ohn Vurey, Joseph Debaun, Jacob Debaun and John De.

baun, were present. The business of the day was introduced with

prayer; they then proceeded to the election of elders and deacons,

whereujion the following persons were chosen :

Fdders :— lohn T. Eckerson, John Campbell, Garret Duryie,

Kscp, Jacob Banta, ?Lsq. Deacons:—Garret J. Ackerman, Ed-

ward Eckerson, Hendric Storm, John L. Demarest. President,

Stephen Goetschius.

The Church was organized with about forty-eight members.

On the twentv-ninth of August, 1814, the Consistory made the

following declaration of incorporation :

'•State of New jersey : These are to certify that we the sub-

scribers, the Minister, Eulers and Deacons of the Reformed Dutch

Church at Pascack, do on this twenty-ninth (29th) day of August,

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fourteen,

agreeably to an act of the legislature of this state, entitled, "An
act for incor]iorating religious societies," agree and declare to be-

come a bodv politic and corporate, and to be known and distin-

guished in law by the name of the Consistory of the Congregation

of Pascack in the county of Bergen.
Stephen Goktschu's, ( Seal )

V. I). M.

Signed and sealed by all the members of Consistory."

The Rev. Stephen Goetschius.

Although the churches of Saddle River and Pascack became

separate organizations when the Church at Pascack was organ-

ized, they continued to be served by one pastor. The Rev.

Stephen Goetschius was pastor of both from 1814 to 1835, when,

on account of the intirmities of old age, he resigned. 'Pwo years

later he was called to his eternal rest. He seems to have been a
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painstaking- man. ( )n tin.' first Icul' of tlic record of the C'luireli ot

I'ascack is inscribed in liis neat liandwiilin^-, the lollowini^ :

'•In the name of the Lord, .\nien.

The l'"irst Record of the Church of Pascack

Organized in the year 1S14

Omnia cum Deo

& Nihil sine \\o

Omnia cum C'hristo

t^ Nihil sine isto.

Let all thiui^-s be done decentl}' and in ortler. i Cor., .\iv:i2.

1 left thee to set in order the thini^s tliat are wanting. 'Litus 1:5."

'Lhk Rkv. John ^L\NLF.v.

In the year 1834 the Rev. John Maidey was called to the pas-

torate of the two Churches. In 1835 the Churches separated, each

desiring- a minister of its own. The Rev. Mr. Manley therefore re-

signetl from the church of Pascack and continued to be the pastor

at Saddle River only. His ministry at Pascack presents nothing

striking, no record luiving been kept, except that of baptisms and

the names of those received into the communion of the Church. *

Thk Rkv. John 'L. Demakest, I). I).

Upon the departure of Mr. ^Nlanley in 1853, a call was made

upon the Rev. lohn 'L. Demarest, and

was accepted by him. Up to this time

there had been no need for a parsonage

at Pascack, as the i)astor livetl at

Saddle River. But now, having a

pastor of their own, the Consistory re-

solved to provide a jiarsonage. 'Lhe

site selected was that upon which the

parsonage now stands. August 24,

'D5. a deed was driven bv Peter P.

Wortendyke and Polly, his wife, to

the Consistory of the Church of Pas-

cack for fifteen acres of land, for the

consideration of $1,600. The parson-

age was built without delay. In this

home Dr. Demarest was called upon to suffer the greatest sor-

' For sketch of his life, see page 319

rHK Rev. John T. DiiRiARKST.D.D.
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rows of his life. The remains of his wife and chil(h"en he huried

in our cemetery.

He was born at Schenectady, N. V., February 20, 18 13.

He graduated trom Rutgers CoUege in 1834, and from the Tlieo-

logical Seminary at New Brunswick in 1837. He was at once

Hcensed to preach by the Classis of New York, and immediately

enteretl ujion Ids hrst pastorate at New Prospect, where he re-

mained until 1849. He was then called to the Church of Minni-

sink, and in 1852 became principal of the Harrisburg Academy.
From 1854 to 1867 he was at Pascack, in 1869 returning to New
Prospect, where he remained until 1871, and in 1873 going there

again for the third time and resigning in 1885, when the intirmi-

ties of age compelled him to retire from pastoral work.

In 1857 he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity

from Rutgers College. His pulpit preparations were models of

clear thought expressed in pure and forcible Fnglish. He was
thoroughly orthodox, believing in honest effort to ascertain what

the sacred writers meant, but loathing all evolution of doctrine

from inner consciousness, a ready and rai)id writer, whose

opinions always demanded respect. The Consistory at New
Prospect bears testimony to his eminent learning, ability and

faithful expt)sition of the Scriptures, to his high moral character,

strong faith and convictions; his unswerving loyalty to Church,

denomination and (jod, and his great helpfulness to indiviiluals,

antl the congregations to whom he ministered. He died at New
Brunswick peacefully and happily January 30, 1897, and was buried

at New Prospect, among the people he had loved and served.*

Dr. Demarest was an acknowledged scholar. He was the

author of several works, among them "A Commentarv on the

Catholic Fpistles,"' and, together with Dr. Gordon, he was author

of "Fssays on the Coming and Kingdom of Christ."' He was a

man of many peculiarities, of keen wit, and sharj) sarcasm. As a

preacher he held forth the doctrines of divine grace, and sover-

eignty, and the second coming of Christ.

Under his ministry, the ingathering, according to the Church

record, was not very large. An important part of his mission

seemed to be, to build up and strengthen the taith of Christians.

Many of the members of this Church, who have passed triumph-

antly away, owe a debt of gratitude to the preaching of this good
* Minutes of (ieueral Synod, vol. XVIII, p. 76S.
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and tailhlul man, iov llieir strong, unwavei"in_^- and Iriiiinphant

faith.

'I'lIK l\l';\'. I)K\|AAII\ A. BaK I IIOI, I'-

ll was hk'ssed with a revival, scv-

commuiiion of the C'luireli in one

In tlie year 1868, the i\ev. Benjamin A. Bartholf aeeepted a

eall trom the C'onsistt^ry, ;nid served as ])astor lor five years.

DuriiiL;- his ministry, the Chui

enteen heinti;- received into Ihe

year.

Mr. Bartholf ^i-aduated from Rut,L,a'rs ('olle<4-e in 1861, and

h'om the Theological ."-Seminary at New Brunswick in 1864, durin"-

wiiich year lie was licensed by the Classis of Passaic, and or-

dained and installed by tiie Classis

of Cayuga, as pastor of the Church
at Fair Haven, Cayuga county, N. V.

From 1868 to 1873 'i^' served, as al-

ready stated, the Church at Pascack.

The following three years he was
stated supply of the Independent Con-
gregational Church at Stone Church,

Genesee county, N. V. In 1876 he
became pastor of the Presbyterian

Church at Alayfield, N. Y., and has

since been identified with Presbyter-

ian Churches.

From the year 1873 to 187s
the Church was without a regular

pastor. During this interval, the church building was remodeled
at a cost of nearly $4,000. l^he interior of the building was com-
pletely renovated and refurnished.

The Rev. Alexander McKelvey, although declining a call from
the Church, became stated supply for three months, dur-
ing which time the parsonage was rebuilt at an expense of Si, 000.
In order to meet this expense, the parsonage property was mort-
gaged to the Hackensack Savings Bank. This debt was afterwards
paid from a legacy of $r,ooo left to the Church by Mrs. Jane
Lockwood.

Phe Rev. P^dward Lodewick.

On April 20, 1875, the Rev. Edward Lodewick, the present
pastor, was installed. During his ministry the Church has enjoyed

The Rev. Benj.'vmin A. Bartholf.
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The Kkv. Kdward I.odewick.

a high degree of prosperity, 254 having- been received into the

coniniunion of the Church. A commodious chapel, begun in

1885, has been erected at a cost of

about $4,000. The church l)uihl-

ing has twice been remodeled and

refunn'shed, at a cost of nearly

S5,ooo. A new l)cll was placed in

the church tower in the year 1891.

There are connected with the

Church, a Ladies' Aid Society, to

which the congreg^ation is indebted

for the chapel and the improve-

ments in the church pro]ierty, a

Woman's Missionar}' Society and

Young; People's Society of Christian

Endeavor, all of which are doing

nolde work in their various depart-

ments ; also a flourishing Sabbath school from which many have

been received into communion of the Church. Leg^acies to the

amount of $2,500 have been received by the Church.

On May 11, 1900, the congregation gave a reception to Mr.

Lodewick, in honor of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his pastor-

ate, at which a large number of friends extended their congratu-

lations to him and his highly esteemed wife, expressing the sincere

wish that the relation existing between pastor and people, might

long continue.

j\Ir. Lodewick was born iii Rensselaer county, N. Y., in 1846.

He was educated at the institutions of the Reformed Church at

New Brunswick, graduating from the Theological Seminary in

1872. His iirst pastorate was at St. Johnsville, Montgomery

county, from whence in 1875 1^^ came to Pascack.

The Church is prepared to enter upon the new century united

and harmonious, thanking (iod for the blessings of the past, and

trusting Him for greater blessings in the future.
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first reformed church of totowa

BY

TiiK Rev. Thomas Powell Veunoi.l.

THE First Reformed Church of Totowa is the corporate name of

an orj^anization which for nearly a half of a century wor-

shiped in a Iniildini^ situated at the corner (tf Main and Ellison

streets, Paterson, N. J., and for more than a quarter of a century

has had its place of meeting on Hamilton avenue above Straight

street.

The paternal stream from which this Church issued has been

traced to its source by such well known historians as William

Nelson, Esq., and the Rev. d'heo. W. Welles, D. D. , and in brief

is as follows :

The old Dutch Church at Totowa was organized in the year

1755. Its house of worship was burned to the ground ^larch 26,

1827. On the question of where the future church home should

be, the congregation divided. Life is too short and time too pre-

cious for us to linger amid the echoes of the controversy thus occa-

sioned, nor have we the inclination to attempt to answer the often

mooted question: "Which one of the branches of this divided

stream is the original stream ?
" We will change the figure and

say, "The old mother Church died in giving birth to twins." One
child remained on the north side of the Passaic river, and, soon

after the mother's death, was christened "The Second Reformed

Dutch Church of Totowa,'' at Paterson, N.
J.

The other child

crossed to the south side of the river and located at the corner of

Main and Ellison streets. Here a church home was dedicated

March 15, 1829, and was familiarly known as "The Old d'own

Clock Church." This organization retained the mother Church's

corporate name, "The First Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa,''

as well as the propert\- of the ancient site of the church, and the
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pastor, the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge. The corporate title was de-

cided upon at a congregational meeting held as far back as Tues-

day, ^larch 12, 1816.

The Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge, D. D.

At the dedication of the new church building, Pastor Eltinge

preached from the text, Psalm 84:1, "How amiable are Thy taber-

The First Reformed C"hi-rch of Totowa,— 1829.

nacles, O Lord of Hosts," and continued his connection with the

Church vmtil the latter part of the year 1833, when he resigned to

give his full time and strength to the Church ot Paramus, which

Church he had served in conjunction with the First Church of To-

towa. A sketch of his life will be found in the Paramus Church

history.



HIS'lOKIKS OK THK ( HIKCHKS 359

TfiK Rkv. |ohn C. \'an Dkkvookt.

On the twentieth day of January, tlie Rev. John C. \'an Der-

xoort was cliosen pastor and served

the Church until June, 1837. He was

born at Bound Brook, X. J.,
in 179^'

was educated at New Brunswick, grad-

uating from Queens College in 1816,

and from the Theological Seminary in

1 8 19. He was a licentiate of theClassis

of New Brunswick, but was ordained

to the Gospel ministry as pastor of

^^jk
^'

i the Presbyterian Churches of German

^^M f \ \'alley and Fox Hill. When called to

^^B m^' ^'^^' V'wsi Church of Totowa, he was

^^ IJ^ pastor of the Presbyterian Church of

THE REV. JOHN c. VAX DEKvooRT Bask iug R i dgc. hi i837he accepted

a call from the Reformed Church of

Kinderhook and subsequently was pastor of the Reformed Churches

of Mellenville, New Paltz and Cihent.

He was a follower of Christ from early life and gave himself

to his ministerial work with unfaltering steadiness of purpose. In

most, if not in all of his charges, he was cheered and encouraged

by .seasons of refreshing from the Lord. He was a man of deep

spiritual life, an earnest preacher, a loving, wise and faithful pas-

tor. He served in the Gospel ministry for thirty-two years and

fell asleep in Jesus, June 21, 185 i.*

The Rev. Ebexezer Wiggins, D. D.

The next pastor was the Rev. Ebenezer Wiggins, D. D., who

was called October 13, 1837, and faithfully served the Church for

nineteen years. He was an Irishman by birth, a professor by

aspiration and a minister of the Gospel by the call of God. He

received his collegiate education at the University of the City of

New York, was a tutor in ancient languages at Rutgers College,

and graduated from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick

in 1837, and during the same year was ordained, and installed

pastor of the First Church of Totowa. In 1857 he became pastor

of the Manhattan Reformed Church of New York, and so remained

• See Corwiu's JIanual.
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The Rkv. Ebenezer Wiggins

until 1870. This was his second and hist charge. He died in

1878, and, witli Ids wife and onl}' child, was laid to rest in the

Cetlar Lawn cemetery at Paterson.

His memory is fondly cherished by the

older members of the Church. He
was a good pastor, a Christian gentle-

man of the old school, "of the straight-

est sect of orthodox preachers,'' and

therein, it is said, "highly acceptable

to the old peo])le to whom he minis-

tered." *

It is impossible to state the num-

ber of accessions to Church member-

ship during the pastorates of the Rev-

erends Eltinge, Van Dervoort, and

Wiggins, until the year 1845. T^''^ ''^c-

ord book was probably destroyed at

the time of the burning of the church in 1871. But from 1845, to

the close of Dr. Wiggins' pastorate in 1856, eighty-tive communi-

cants were received.

The Rev. Philip Peltz, D. D.

In April, 1857, the Rev. Philip Peltz, D. D., began his labors

as pastor and continued to serve the

Church until called to the office of cor-

responding secretary of the Board of

Foreign IMissions in June, i860. Dr.

Peltz was a man of great force of char-

acter, an impressive preacher, and re-

markably successful in winning souls

into the kingdom. During his short

pastorate, one hundred persons united

with the Church. He was born in

Philadelphia, Pa., in 1823, graduated

with high honors from the University

of Pennsylvania, in 1845, from the

Xew Brunswick Theological Seminary

in 1848, and before the close of the

year was ordained and installed pastor of the Cliurches of Coeymaui
* History of Bergen and Passaic Counties, p. 492.

Thk Kkv. Philip Pf.i.tz, D. D.
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and New Baltimore. In 1851, he aecejited the eall of tlie Church

of Coxsackie. In the service of this Church he remained

until 11^57. wlien his ministry as the pastoi" of the I-'irst Cluirch

of Totowa was inaug-urated. This jiroved to l)e a pastorate

of only three years. The foliowint^ live years were s])ent

in the service of the Hoard of Koreisj;-n .Missions, and then in

1866. Dr. Pcltz i)e,<i:an the lahors of his last and longest pastorate,

in the old historic Churcli of New Paltz. In this year also he re-

ceived from Union College, the honorary degree of I). I). In

1876 lie was appointed a delegate by the General Synod of the Re-

formed Church to attend the meeting of the Pan-Ang-Hcan Presby-

terian Council at Edinburg'h. July 4, 1877, ^^^^^ was also commis-

sioned to bear the Christian salutations of the (ieneral Synod to

the Synod of the French Reformed Church. In 1882, because of

failing- health. Dr. Peltz was declared ^;«i?;7//^.y, and June 26, 1883,

departed this life to join the g-reat multitude of whom it is said by

the Spirit of God "These all died in faith."

The Rev. Ai.exaxi:)ER ]\IcKelvev.

The next choice of pastor fell upon the Rev. T. DeW'itt Tal-

mage, D. D., but alas 1 brother Talmage"s wings were to soar in

hig-her air. February 6, 1861, the Rev. Alexander iNIcKelvey was

installed pastor. Previous to his settlement the Church had passed

through the deep waters of many trials,

ranging- from the call of pastors to the

outlining of the duties of sextons, in-

cluding the introduction of a melodeon,

the choice of choristers, assessments

on pews and collecting the same, the

erection of a lecture room, the keeping

of the clock in the steeple in order, the

tolling of the bell, and the settling of

controversies regarding a hearse and a

burying ground.

There was a growing desire

among the peo]ile to enlarge antl

beautify the church, or to sell,

and build a new church on a new

site. Here, too, the waters were stirred with not so satisfactory

results as when the angel visited the Bethesda pool; for, in 1864,

The Rkv. Alkxander McKelvey
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fifty-nine members were dismissed for the purpose of organizing-

the Broadway Reformed Church. Afterward, improvements were

made, l)y aihling an alco\'e at the rear of the church, and em-

bellishing the interior of the edifice. Judging from the Con-

sistorial minutes, the white winged dove was not always visible;

for, the entire Consistory resigned at one time; and, after a few

weeks, was recalled by the declared wish of the people.

Mr. McKelvey's pastorate closed in the spring of 1 865, and

today he is serving a sister Church in the Classis of Passaic. He
has always been an active, public-spirited man. During his pas-

torate at "The Old Town Clock Church," sixty-five members were

added to the roll of Church membership.

He was born near Belfast, Ireland, graduated from Rutgers

College in 1855, from the New Brunswick Theological Seminary in

1858, and the same year was ordained and installed pastor of the

Church of Irvington, from which in i860 he was called to the pas-

torate of the First Church of Totowa. This charge he resigned in

1865, served the Church at Coxsackie Landing for a year and then,

for another year was rector of the grammar school at New Bruns-

wick. In 1867 he became pastor of the Church of Greenpoint,

L. I., in 1874, of the Presbyterian Church of Westfield, N. J., in

1877, of the Canal street Presbyterian Church, New York, in 1882

of the Reformed Church of Centerville, Athenia, N. |. , in 1884 of

the Second Presbyterian Church, jersey City, and June i, 1894 of

the Reformed Church, Boonton, N. ]., where he is still laboring

with gratifying and encouraging results.

-•* "^' The Rev. John Steele, D. D.

The next in order was the Rev.

John Steele, D. U. , who was called

July 12, 1865. Under date of Septem-

ber 18, 1866, we read in the Minutes

of Consistory "A motion was made
and carried that the Consistory re-

solve itself into a Bible class and

prayer meeting to meet every ^Monday

evening at the house of one of the

members. " We regard the above as a

timely suggestion for consistories of

The Rev. JOHN STEKLK.D.D. the twentieth ccuturv. During the
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\i.';u- iSfi6. i1k' (.'liiircli was translVrrcd Ironi llic Classis of

I*;ii;mius to tlir t'lassis of Passaic. In I'V-hruary 1.S67, stores and

oflicos w rre phux'd in front of (Ik' cluii'cli Imildinj^' and remained

there until the wdiole was deslro\'(.'d I)}' a lire which hes^aii a few

minutes hefore ele\en ()"cloel< on the niyht of I)e-ctnd)er 14, 1871.

The First Church, with Stores and Offices.

T/ie Pato'son Daily Press December 15, 1871, gives an idea of the

position the church held in the affections of the public.

"It is seldom that a fire occurs which has so much the char-

acter of a pulilic calamity, or excites the same degree of public

interest, as that which last night, in the last hour before mid-
night, w^rought such swift and utter destruction in the First Re-
formed Church of this city. The old church with its quaint,
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square, white Iramc tower, with the four hhick dials near the top,

pointing the hour, seemed Hke pubhc projjerty; everybody was
interested in it, and apart from the sacred character of the editice,

all feel that its destruction is an irreparable loss, with all its

wealth ofohl associations as a landmark of Paterson, wherein so

many of oiu" friends and ancestors have in times past been bap-

tized, or ha\e worshiped, or have had j)erformed over their re-

mains the last sad rite of burial. The old Church had come to be

regarded as one of the most infiuential in this part of the state.

It liad lived to see the American Church separated from the hamp-
erini^ apron string of the Synod of Amsterdam, and only the chiy

before the fire, the thirteenth instant, the last services held in this

sacred edifice were commemorative of the one hundredth anni-

versary of that ini])ortant event to the American Church.''

The following "Ode to the Old Clock" was written by Mr.

George W'urts, and appeared in the editorial, from which the

above is a (juotation :

"'i'hou hast rung the hour when tcjil ])egan,

And the noon-stroke full and deep,

And sweet release from the crowded shops.

And the time of blessed sleep.

The wedding-hour thy stroke hath told,

And the slow dead-march hath timed;

And jocund peals from thy belfry rolled.

As the notes of victory chimed.

'I'hy hands have gleaned in the lightning's flash;

And shown in the moonlight wan:
And steady and calm they have marched their round,

As the faithful hours went on.

The fateful hours that fiew so fast

And their freight of life and death:

Witli sorrow and joy, with bitter and sweet,

With coming, and ])artiug l)reath.

We ha\e gazed our last on thy honest face,

( )ld friend, so trust}' and true.

And we feel as we look at thy \acant place.

That the old is worth more than the new.

Another clock may i)oint the hours,

Antl chime us to toil and rest;

But many a day may wax and wane
Kre we love the stranger best.

I'"arewell, old triend, thou hast met the fate,

'I'hat to mortals and clocks must come;
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( )ur i;ui's must crimiblc in allies, too.

Ami our hands tall dcatl and dunil).

Ami well for us, when our life-dial strikes

The end. on its "passin<^ hell

If our friends will say, as we do of thee,

•N\- did \ (lur duty well.

The lecture room, an adjacent huiUlinj^, was fitted up for

The First Reformed Church of Totow.v,— 1874.

preaching- services, and on December 25. 1871. Dr. .^teele preached

a touching and appropriate sermon from Isa. xiv:i i. "Our holy and

beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with

fire; and all our pleasant things are laid waste." Here the people

continued to worship until a new church on a new site was dedi-

cated June 2, 1874. Dr. Steele held the rudtler through the surg-
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iiig sea of time, until 1877. He was born at Somerville, N. J., in

1827. He graduated from Rutgers College in 1845 and three years

later from the Theologieal Seminary at New Brunswick. He was

ordained to the ministry and installed pastor of the Lebanon Re-

formed Church. His next charge was the Second Church of

Coxsackie, and then in 1858 the Church of Union \Mllage, N. Y.,

in 1865, First Totowa, and in 1877 the Church of Greenbush, N. Y.

This was his last pastorate; in 1886 he was stricken with paralysis,

and died at Newark, N. J., January 17, 1889. While he was at

Paterson, he was a niember of the Board of Visitors of Rutgers

Scientific School, and in 1873 received the honorary degree of D. D.

from his Alma Mater. He is said to have been "a dilligent stu-

dent, a sound theologian, a painstaking sermonizer, a graceful

preacher and a faithful pastor," a man dearly beloved by the peo-

\)\q. During his pastorate one hundred and seventy-eight souls

united with the Church.

The Rev. Andrew V. V. Raymond, D. D.
,
LL. D.

In June, 1878, the Rev. Andrew Van Vranken Raymond,

was calletl. Pie had just gradu-

ated from the Theological Seminary.

For two and a half years he served

the Church most acceptably, a

favorite with both old antl young.

He was born in 1854, graduated

from Union College in 1875, and

from the New Brunswick Seminary

in 1878. He resigneil the pastorate

of the k'irst Chm'ch of Totowa, in

response to a call from Trinity Re-

formed Church, Plaintield, N.
J.

In 1886 he became pastor of the

Fourth Presbyterian Church, Al-

bany, N. Y. This ministry was

terminated by the acceptance of his present position. He is now

the popular and successful president of Union College. Ninety-

three names were added to the list of Church mcmbcrshi]) during

his short pastorate.

The Rev.
J.

Le Moyne Banner, I). D.

The Rev.
J.

Le Moyne Banner, B. B. , followed in 1881 and

The Rev. A. V. V. Raymond, I,. L. D.
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ThP; RKV. J. I^K MOYNK Dannek, L). D.

continued in the pastorati' of the t'hurcli until the close of the

year, 1891. Lai"<;"el\- throns^-h his intlueiRc, in May, 1884, the

Riverside Reformed Church was

establislied. Its chaiter members

were from [\\v rank and tiU- of this

("liureh.

Dr. Daniier was l)orn in Lo<^an,

Ohio, in 1842, jj;-raduated from

]5eh)it C"olley;e, Wisconsin, in 1865,

and IVom Union Theological Semin-

ary in 1867. He is now pastor

of the Presbyterian Church, at

Albert Lea, Minnesota. Previous

to his settlement as pastor of the

First Church of Totowa. he was
pastor of the Sixth Avenue Reformed

Church, New York, and of the I\Iunn

avenue Presbyterian Church, East Orange, N. J. He is a genial,

brilliant man. One hundred and seventy-one persons united

with the Church during his pastorate.

The new church, like Mount Zion, was beautiful for situation,

-

handsome without and within, -but never a financial success. The

moneys accruing from the sales of former property, and amounting

to one hundred thousand dollars, were fully expended in the pur-

chase of the site, and in the erection of the building. Perhaps one

reason for the lack of temporal prosperity was the outflow of mem-
bers for the forming of new Churches.

At the close of the year 1891, the Rev. Dr. Danner tendered

his resignation. So depressed were the members that they called

a congregational meeting to consider the question, whether it were

wise to try longer to maintain their place and standing as a

Christian Church, in a sinful world, or whether it were not

better to then and there close the volume of the history of this

ancient Church of the city of Paterson. Many feared that so

heavily a burdened ship with a crew so small coukl never

again sail gracefully and gallantly on the tide of a Gospel

ocean. After jirayerful deliberation and a reviewing of her

illustrious past, the congregation took new courage and rallying

around the standard of the cross, with a hope born of faith

and love looked up to the Great Head of the Church, with the
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crv, "Cluide nic, O Thou Oreat Jehovah."

Thk Rk.\'. I homas PowKi.L \'kk\oi.i..

The ]M-esent pastor, the l\ev. Thomas Powell N'ernoll, was

ealled a tew months hitei", and as-

sunietl his new responsihihties at the

ch)se of his theok)gical traininj^, June

I, 1892. Since then the (/hurch has

l)reathed a new life and developed

along- all lines, —numerically, finan-

cially and spiritually. The j^resent

congregations are more than double

those of former days. The financial

outlook was never so propitious; the

church huildin;;- and i^'operty have

been g-reatly imj)roved, and the in-

debtedness reduced to a trifle. d"wo

hundred and fifty-two names ha\-e the ricv. Thomas powici.i.vkknoll

been added to the roll of Church

membership since the ]iresent pastorate l)egan. "Except the Loril

build the house, they labor in vain that build it; e.\cei)t the Lord

keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.



THE

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH OF TOTOWA
BY

TlIK RkV. 'rilKoDOKK W. W'kIIKS, D. 1 ).

TI 1 F. Secoiul RL't'oriiu'il C'lmrch of Totowa is the- ccck'siastical

name of a rolis^'ious organization, whose ])laee of worsliip

lor ncai"l\' thi"ee-i|iiarters ol a centui'v lias Ween at the corner of

Tenij-li' and Water streets, Paterson, X. ]. When the Church

was oi\i;ani/.e<l it received tliis naiUL- to desij^-nate its desct-nt from

the "( )Kl Totowa C'luirch." Patei'son at this time was not a citv,

and the site of the church editice, the same then as now. was in

the township of Saihlle River, Berj^-en countw A few vears later,

in 1837, it was in [Manchester villag^e in the townshi]) of Manches-

ter, Passaic county. In 1S54 it was in the Second ward of the

city of Paterson. Tlie onl_\' locality still designated Totowa, is

the southern portion of Manchester township, Iving west of little

Palls. 'I'he changes thus indicated in local conditions and en-

vironment, ha\'e caused the Church to lie known as the Second

Reformed Church of Paterson.

THE CHURCH ORG.WIZED.

The old d'otowa church was tlestro\ed liy fire Saturda\', March
26, 1827. 'I"he following- 'Phursday the Consistory called a meet-

ing of the congregation to ascertain their views "relative to tlie

l)uilding of a new church, when and where." A majority of those

present at this meeting were desirous of erecting the new church

editice on the southern side of the Passaic river, but a large and

influential minority were strenuously i)})posedtt) the removal of the

church from its ancient site endeared 1)\- a host of precious mem-
ories and hallowed by the sleeping dust of their ancestors. At a

subsetjuent meeting of the congregation, June twenty-third, it was
decided, however, b^- a vote of twenty to eighteen, to build the

new house c^f worshi]) near P.llison street on the southern side of

the ri\er. Thereupon the iniiiorit\' decitled to withdraw ancK)rgan-
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ize a new Church. Because of this decision theC'lassis of Paranius

in session at Tappan, received tlie following communication from

forty-eig-ht communicant members of the €)ld Dutch Church at 'I'o-

towa, and sixty-four members of the congregation, most of whom
were heads of families:

"To the Reverend Classis of Paramus, to be convened in or-

dinary session at Tappan on the second Tuesday of September next.

The undersigned members in full communion, heads of

families and others belonging to the First Reformed Dutch Church
of Totowa, believing that in the present situation of said church it

is expedient that we be separated from it, do therefore respectfully

request your Reverend Body, to whom our reasons must, in con-

sequence of the late proceedings, be well known, to dismiss us

from the said church and to release us from all connection with the

Consistory thereof And also, we humbly ask you to take such

measures that we may be organized as a separate and distinct con-

gregation, and be known in future as the Second Reformed Dutch
Church of Totowa. Praying that infinite wisdom may guide your
decision, and that the cause of the Redeemer may be advanced, we
are yours in the Lord.

Signed as above stated.*

Totowa, Aug. 23, 1827."

*Thl8 application waa signed by the following named persons: G. Van Houten,

Peter Van Allen, Maria Van Allen, Martin Van Blarcom, Ann Van Blarcom, Catherine

Van Houten, Sarah Van Houten, Rachel Zabrlakie, Albert 1. Zabrlskie, John Joseph
Blauvelt, IJachel Blauvelt, Caty Ryerson, Abraham R. Van Houten, Cornelius Van
Wagoner, Henry Romer, Martynus Hogencamp, Margaret Van Houten, Mary Ryerson,

8. Y. Van Ess, Isaac I. Stagg, Jane Ryerson, David Benson, Elizabeth Benson, Adrian

R. Van Houten, Ann Van Houten, Ellzaljeth Van Houten, Richard Berdan, Nancy
Weasels, Helen DeGray, John DeGray, Mary DeGray, Mary Van Blarcom, Albert Ter-

hune .Mary Terhune, John Goetschlus, Mary Hennion, Elenor I. Berdan, Cornelius P.

Hopper, Sally Burhans, John Post, Jr.. Jane I. Ryerson, Rachel Hopper. Jude DeGray,
Jack Jackson, Hannah Jacks. .Mary Conover, Henry Conover, Alsey Conover.

The six last named were colored people. Allot the above were members !lr full

communion. The applli;atloa was also signed by the following heads of families and
Others

:

John Burhans, Cornelius Westervelt, John Van Ess, John Stagg, Jr., George I. Ryer-

son,Abraham A.Ackerman, Joseph B. Houer, Abm. Goodwin, Thomas Terhune, Albert

A . Zabrlskie, Wm. I. Hogencamp, Lucas Van .Aulen, Peter Van .\ulen, Jr., Samuel
Banta, Peter I. Van Allen, Ralph Van Houten, Garret Garrison, John F. Ryerson,

Henry Jacobus, Richard F. Ryerson, Perrigrine Sanford, 8. C. Sprlngsteel, Anthony
Van Blarcom, Garret A. Post, Richard Benson, Ralph Doremus, Henry Kiersted,

Richard Berdan, John S. Forshee, Garrett G. Smith, John A. Zabrlskie, Cornelius G.

Post, Richard DeGray, .\ndrew Van Norden, Sally Mills, John Berdan, Jacob Berdan,
John D. Ryerson, Richard I. Berdan, William Brown. John G. Ryerson, Sophia Van
Orden, John Marenus, David Marenus, Albert A. Alyea, John Berdan, Rinear Berdan,
Daniel Van Horn, Jonathan Hopper, Albert P. Hopper, William Stagg, John Snyder.
John Flood, Cornelius G. Doreiuus, David A. Alyea, Edo Van Winkle, Richard Van
Houten, Aaron King, D. Holsman, Peter Qufickenbush, .'ana (iuackeubush. Mart
Valentine, Albert I. Hopper, Stephen 1. Terhune.
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In response to this application the Classis, after due delibera-

tion adopted the foUowinsj resolutions :

"The Memorialists havini;;- represented to Classis throug-h their

committee that their state is such as to make it indis{)ensably

necessary to be organized into a Church, and that if Classis see
proper to grant their request, for the sake of peace, they will relin-

quish all rijrht to the property, real and personal, of the First Con-
gregation of Totowa, and that they further pledge themselves to

erase the names of any individuals who have subscribed their peti-

tion that wish to be connected with the Paterson part of the con-
gregation, provided the Consistory will do the same; therefore

''Resolved, That the request of the Memorialists be granted, and
that Classis proceed immediately to carry the above resolution into

execution.

''Resolved, That the Rev. Stephen Goetschius and the Rev. Jef-

ferson Wynkoop and the elder Jacob
DeBaun, of Saddle River, be a com-
mittee on the fourteenth day of

October to organize the Memorialists
into a Church, and that the Rev. S.

Goetschius preach the sermon, and
that the stated clerk furnish the

parties with a copy of the proceed-
ings of Classis in the case."

The Committee of Classis thus

appointed, due notice having been

given, met with the memorialists

Saturday, September 13, 1827, at

the house of Judge Garrebrandt

Van Houten, and after prayer by the
The Rev. Jefferson Wynkoop.* r>„„ c + ^ u^ n <- u- ^.u r i' Rev. Stephen Goetschius, the fol-

lowing persons w^ere duly elected elders and deacons and were

ordained to their respective ofifices Sabbath afternoon, the four-

teenth of October;

John DeGray, John Goetschius, Garrebrandt Van Houten,

John Joseph Blauvelt. elders; Adrian R. Van Houten, Cornelius S.

Van Wagoner, Cornelius P. Hopper, Richard Berdan, deacons.

THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP.

The first religious service of the newly organized Church of

Totowa w'as held Sabbath afternoon, October 14, 1827, when the

* Delay ill securing this portrait, has prevented its insertion in the sketch of the
Churches of which Mr. Wynkoop was pastor. It is placed here because he assisted at the
organization of the Second Church of Totowa. See pages 304 and 331.
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elders and deacons were ordained, in a public ludi in the house of

John Van Ess, opposite the church, on the corner of Temple and

North Main streets. There the cono^reg^ation continued to worship

while the church was being erected. Havmcr despairetl ot any

just comiMomise as to the division of the property of the old

The Second Reformed Chirch of Totowa,— 1827.

Church for some time previous to the org-anization, decided steps

had been taken to secure a new church edifice, and the work of

building where the church now stands, was at once commenced.

The building committee were: Garrebrantlt \'an Houten, John

Burhans, Cornelius I. Westervelt. Adrian R. \'an Houten, John R.

Van Houten and Cornelius S. \'an Wagoner. The grounds were

given, with the exxeption of one lot which the Church purchased,

by Garrebrandt Van Houten. through whose energy and liberal-

ity the work was completed in less than a year. The contract for
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tlio iiKison woik was hy Isaac I. and W'illiani I. Stag-,i(, the car-

penter work by Sanua-1 Tost and the painting- hv Luke \N'estervelt.

The whole cost of tlic building;' was about $7,000. As soon as

the walls were up and the roof on. worship began to be held in

the enclosure, boards resting- on blocks being' used for seats.

The building was conipleteil antl dedicated to tlie worshiji of tlie

Triune Jehovah. Sabbath. June 8, 1828.

The jiroceeds from the sale of the pews, it was hoped would

be sufficient to licjuidate the iiulebtedne.ss incurred by building the

church. But tliis ho]ie was not realized. After the sale there was
a deficiency of S2,6oo, which judge (jarrebrandt \'aii Ilouten*

generously carried for the Consistory, and on the third day of

March. 1830. the day before his death, proposed to cancel and

accept h'om the trustees a deed for t\vent\-nine pews, which re-

mained unsold, as a proper consideration. "This transaction

was, no doubt, a great relief for the Church at the time," says Dr.

Duryea.f "but afterwards it proved a subject of much perplexity,

to which there was no eiul. until a final surrender of all the pews
was made to the Consistory, some of which were paid for, and an

act of the legislature was secured April 6, 1865, empowering the

Consistory to assess the pews to support the preaching of the

Gospel."'

THE CORPORATE TITLE.

The Classis designated tiie new organization at Totowa, the

Second Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa, but soon after the

Church was organized, tlie congregation, having had a very trying

experience in their separation from the old Church, resolved to

have a board of trustees, distinct from the Consistory, who should

attend to all temporal matters. "This, we think, " says Dr. Dur-

yea, "was to preclude the minister from having a voice in the man-
* Judge Garrebrandt Van Houten -ivas a great-great-grandson of Roelof Cornelissen

Van Houten. a soldier in 164S in the Dutch array at New Amsterdam and the common an-

cestor of the Van Houtens of this region. He was the son of Gerrebrant Van Houten and
Jannetje Sip, was born Xovemnei 2, 1770, married January 30, 1791, Jannetje, daughter of

Henry Gerritse Van Wagening. Jr., and HiUegont Van Winkle, and died March 11, iSsi-

He resided in the large stone house now known as Xos. 117 and 119 Water street. Pre-

\nous to iSiS he carried on a general country store. He was appointed a Justice of the

Peace of Bergen county by the legislature in 1803 and continued in the office until his

death. He was chosen one of the judges of the Bergen County Court of Common Pleas,

and served as such for many years. He was open-hearted and generous, public-spirited

and enterprising, successful in business, honorable and upright in all the relations of life

and universally esteemed for the manly beauty of his Christian character and the con-
sistency of his daily walk and conversation.

t Pastor of the Church 183 .-o.s,
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agemcnt of the temporal affairs of the Church, as it was by the

casting vote of the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Eltinge, the resolution

had been passed which decided the Consistory to build on the

Paterson side of the river.

"

The following persons were chosen trustees: General A.

Godwin, Adrian R. Van Houten, Ralph Doremus, William S. Ho-

gencamp, John Burhans, John R. Berdan and William I. Stagg.

They chose as the name and style of the corporation, "The Board

of Trustees of the First Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa, at

Paterson, N. J.," and were so incorporated.

This was evidently for the purpose of outwitting the Paterson

congregation, as their corporate title was "The First Reformed

Dutch Church of Totowa. ' Application was made to Classis to

change the name of the Church to correspond with the name of

the corporation, but the Classis wisely refused to do so, as it

would only tend to create confusion. It was certainly an anoma-

lous state of affairs, and extremely ludicrous. The First Reformed

Dutch Church of Totow^a, was not in Totowa, but in Paterson.

The Second Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa was not in Pater-

son, but in Totowa, and had formed a corporate body for holding

its property and governing its temporal affairs, bearing as its title,

"The Board of Trustees of the First Reformed Dutch Church of

Totowa at Paterson, N. J." Both Churches seemed to think the

heavens would fall if they dropped the word Totowa from their

corporate title; both Churches to-day ignore their corporate title

and style themselves respectively, the First, and Second, Reformed

Church of Paterson.

The anomalous state of affairs we have described continued

until 1835. It was then discovered that the laws of New Jersey

would not recognize such an arrangement in a Reformed Dutch

Church. A special law for the incorporation of the Reformed
Dutch Churches in New Jersey, requires the Consistory to act as

trustees. But, laws may be changed or even repealed, and with

this end in view, application was made to the state legislature of

1835 for such a modification of the existing law as would justify

the continuance of the authority and powers of the trustees chosen

by the Second Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa. As a result of

this application, during a session of the New Jersey assembly,

Friday, January 9, 1835, Mr. John F. Hopper, of Bergen county,

presented a petition from the congregation of the Second Re-
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fornu'd Dutch Church of Totowa, in the county of Bergen, pray-

iniL^ an altcra^n of tlie hiw rehitin<^ to religious societies, which

was read and referred to Messrs. Hopper, Garrison and Smith.

Mr. IIo])per reported tlie bill on Monday, January 26, and it was
ordered to a second reading, and to be printed. On January 28

it was taken up, and after discussion, was postponed. It was
again taken u]i on February 20, and the first section disagreed to,

and tlie l)ill was tliereu])i )n tlismissed. The cause of this action

by the legislature, is revealed in the following communication to

one of the interested trustees :

"Trenton, Feb. 21, 1835.

Ralph Doreinus, Fs(|r.,

Dr Sir.

Your Church Bill was not agreed to in our

house upon its second reading yesterday, on account of the oppo-
sition of Hardenbergh and others stating that it would be aninova-

tion of the discipline & Church government of the Dutch Reformed
Church as laid down in the generalincorporating act. 'Sir. White-
head and myself endeavored to obtain the passage of it but of no
avail as they considered the law as now enacted sufficient for not

only all your purposes but any other congregation or denomination.

The reasons forwarded to Mr. Hopper were read, as also your
letter to me. I regret that we were unal)le to succeed, but found
it was impossible. I am Dear Sir,

Your obed. &c.

A. Parsons."

In view of these things the Consistory reluctantly but grace-

fully and with hearty good will submitted to the inevitable, and

July 4- 1835, celebrated the anniversary of American Independ-

ence by becoming a corporate body under the name and style of

'The Second Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa, at Paterson,

New Jersey." This is still the corporate title—the proper title to

use in a last will and testament when the testator desires to make

the Church a bequest.

For ten years thereafter the elders and deacons executed a

document of which the following is a sample :

"\Ve, the undersigned, do solemnly swear that we will sup-

port the constitution of the United States.

We do sincerely profess and swear that we do and will bear

true faith and allegiance to the government established in this state,

and to the authority of the people.

That we will faithfully and impartially and justly perform all
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tlic duties of tlic office of trustees r)f the Second Reformed Dutch
Church of 'I'otowa, at I'atcisoii, X. |.

AnDKKW I'. I lol'I'KK,

Swoin and Subscribed at Alancliester, / Masai. I )(»kk.-\iis,

June 14th, 1841, before me
\

Richakd \'a.\ Hoitkn,
C'OKNKI.IUS C. I^LAUVKI.l, y. /

'. Sa.M C Kl, A. \' A\ SaLN.
"

A siinihir custom prevaikd in other Churclies. but we think

it has been uni\'ersallv abaudone(h perliaps unwisely. It was

a patriotic custom, and the trulli cannot be inculcated too fre-

([uently, that t^odliness and patriotism sliould be inseparable.

1'hb: Rev. Jacob T. Fikld.

Soon after the erection of their house of worship beg-an, the

congreg-ation of the Second Church made a call ujion the Rev.

Jacob Ten Eyck Field, pastor of the Church of Pom])ton, in which

they promised him $400 per annum in half vearly jiavnu-nts, "and

a vacation of six weeks, or six free Sabbaths." The pecuniary

compensation seems exceedingly small; we wonder how the Dom-
ine managed to live, but the six weeks' vacation so plainly indi-

cates that the Consistory were men of broad views and liberal

minds that it is diificult to avoid the conviction that in those days

when money was scarce $400 was considered a good salary.

Mr. Field accepted this call early in the year 1828 and was
installed by the Rev. Jefferson \\A'nkoop in ]\Iay or June of the

same year, about the time of the dedication of the new church. *

The congregation was not strong in number, ha\ing only seventy

tannlies and forty-eight communicants. "They were, however,"

says Dr. Duryea, "full of courage and zeal, and it is to their

credit that the}' never sought aid outside ot their own bounds, either

for the erection of the church or the support of the Cosjiel."

Mr. Field remained pastor of the Church for about \]\v \-ears,

three years of which time he was permitted to dex'ote one-third of

his Sabbaths in serving the Church at Stone Mouse Plains, for wddcli

he received additional compensation. His ministry ended Sep-

tember II, 1832, at which time the congregation numbered 110

families and So communicants.

The cause of the termination of this successful pastorate is

• It is a singular circumslaTice that Mr. Fields name does not appear on the loU of
the Classis of Paranius, although there is record of his being received as a nieiiiher of the
Ciassis April 16, 1828, when arrangements were made for his installation— the date of
which is recorded neither in tl.e niitii.les of Classis nor in the niinntes of Consistory.
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fomul ill ;i i-oiniiuinii atioii to llic ( 'i msisti iiy. lifiiriii^- tlaU' Aiis^iist

2 1, i<^32, in wliirli Air. I''irl(l s;i\'s thai lie had s^i \-(.'ii up his coii-

iK'ctioii with Ihi' Sloiu' I loiisr I'hiins coiii^rcLii'ation "in ci )1iscciikmicc

of a lailiiiX' on Iht-ir part lo I'ullill tlirir cui^at^^-cnu'iits, and that lie

had ri'ccntU' rrc(.'i\t."d such coimnunieatious lioni his son rcsidinf^

in the wi'st(.M"n counlry as coinincccl him that il was his (hity to take

an excursion of sonic months into that (.ounlr}'," and that he

thoui^'ht il best to have the [lastoral rehuioii (hssol\-e(K "that t-ach

l)artv, freed from special eii,^-agenients, niij^^ht feci themselves at

libertv to enter into such future arrani^^-ements as the Providence of

(iod niinlil st-ein to open up to them. " The Consistory was per-

suatleil, 1>\- a careful consideration of tlie matter, tliat the course

suyg'estctl 1)\- their pastor, "was upon the whole most advisable,"

and therefore as^reed to unite with him in an ai)plication to ("lassis

for a tlissolution of the jiastorate. 'I'lie Classis i^rantc'd the a])]ili-

catiiMi ."^eiitember ii, 1832.

The Rev. [acob Ten Kyck Field was born in Lamiiii^ton, Som-

erset countw N. ]., ()ctober3i, 1787, graduated from the College

of New lersev in 1806, and pursued his theological studies under

the Rev. Dr. W'oodhull, of Monmouth county, N. J.
He labored

as a missionary for a year or two in and around Stroudsburgh, Pa.

In the spring of 18 10 he was called to the Presbyterian Church of

Pdemington, N. }., and was ordained and installed as its pastor

November 28, 1810. Here he remained until JNIay 4, 1813, when

much to the regret of the congregation he accepted a call to the

Reformed Church of Pompton Plains. After the organization of

the Pompton Church he became its first pastor in 1815, and so con-

tinued until April 10, 1827. From Pompton he came to Pater-

son and remained until 1832, when at his request Classis gave him

a letter of commendation to the Churches of all sister denomina-

tions, as he expressed his intention of going into the western coun-

try. He was stated supply for a time of the Presbyterian Cliurches

of Stroudsburgh and Middle Smithtield, Pa., and in June 1838, was

installed pastor of these Churches. In 1839, when 52 years of age,

he was disabled by a stroke of paralysis, frt)ni which he never re-

covereil sufficiently to resume the work of the ministry. 'Fwo

3^ears later, in 1841, he went to Helvidere, N. J., and there resitled

until his death, 'Slav 17, 1866, and was laid to rest at Shawnee, Pa.

Dr. Duryea sa\s: "He was a good man, much esteenied, a plain

and faithful preacher," while the Classis of Paramus bears record
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that he was a man "of ardent piety and exemplary deportment,

faithful and devoted to the cause of his Master."

The Rev. Isaac D. Colk.

The Church was vacant, after the resignation of the Rev. Mr.

Fiekl, for four months, when the Rev. Isaac D. Cole was installed

pastor the tirst Sabbath in January, 1833. The Consistory at this

time was composed of elders John Joseph Blauvelt, Albert I.

Zabriskie, Cornelius P. Hopper and Cornelius S. Van Wagoner,

with the following- deacons : Thomas Terhune, Garret G. Garri-

son, John I. Berdan and Cornelius C. Blauvelt, who in calling- Mr.

Cole, increased the salary to $500, and promised to provide a

house for his occupancy and use. The promise was fulfilled with

apparent satisfaction, but Mr. Cole remained the pastor of the

Church only one year, his ministry ending the first Sabbath of

January, 1834. "He was recalled to the Reformed Church of

Tappan from whence he caine," but during his short pastorate,

twenty persons were received into the communion of the Church.

Among these we find Mr. John R. Berdan and his wife, Eliza

Banta, the former a deacon in 1836, an elder in 1857, and at the

beg-inning of the present pastorate one of the most regular attend-

ants at church. He died in 1893. The Rev. Cornelius
J.

Blau-

velt, a minister of our Reformed Church for thirty-nine years, was

also one of the twenty received by Mr. Cole, as were also Mr.

Peter A. Hopper and his wife, Ann, the former a deacon in 1837,

an elder in 1846, '54, '62, '68, '72, and treasurer of the Consistory

in 1864. He died in 1881. The fruitage of even the shortest pas-

torate is oftentimes of inestimable value.

The picture of Mr. Cole which accompanies this sketch of his

ministry and life, was copied from an oil painting made in 1833,

and now in the possession of his son, the Rev. David Cole, D. D.,

of Yonkers, who styles it a perfect portrait.

INIr. Cole was born at Spring Valley, N. Y.
,
January 25, 1799,

but was a resident of New York city from 1802 to 1826. The

family name in Holland was Kool. The first ancestor who came

to America was Barent Jacobsen Kool. In 1633 he was an officer

of the West India Company in New Amsterdam. Mr. Cole was

a descendant of the sixth generation. He was the only son of

David Cole and Elizabeth, daughter of Johannes ]\Ieyer, Jr., and

Catherine \an Houten. He was converted in 181 8, under the
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iniiiistr\- ol'llu' l\c\. Christian lioik, i)rist()r of tlic iManklin Street

Church, New \'()rk. His preparatory studies for tlu- ministry were

pursued in the cUissical schools of New
^'()rk, but were interru])te(l by several

attacks of l)lindness caused by ex-

cessive use of the eyes in reading-.

Me persevered, however, in the ])ur-

pose he had fornietl, graduated from

the Theologiral Seminary at New
Hruiiswick in 1829, and Aug-ust fourth

was licensed to preach the (jospel, by

the Classis of New York. In Novem-

l)er of the same year he became an as-

sistant to the Rev. Nicholas Lansing-

who was far advanced in life and had

been the pastor of the Church at Tap-
The Rev. Isaac D. Cole.

pan for forty-five years. JMay 24,

183 1, he was ordained to the Gospel ministry as Mr. Lansing's

colleague. In 1833 he was installed pastor of the Second Totowa
Church, and a year later, January 18, 1834, was installed for

the second time pastor of the Church of I'appan. In the service

of this congregation, he remained until February 9, 1864, after

which time he was without n pastoral charge until his death,

August 30, 1878.

"In the estimation of the Classis and of the community in

which he was known, Mr. Cole occupied a prominent po-

sition, though not higher than his worth assigned him. Person-

ally, he was simple in his manner, humble in deportment, desir-

ing no preference, kind, just and devout. Socially he was affible,

'given to hospitality' and 'a lover of good men.' His brethren in

the ministry revered him for his Godly sincerity, for his love of

the truth, and the clearness and unction with which he presented

it." His attachment to the Reformed Church was firm and un-

wavering and his devotion to the truths of the Gospel abiding.

As a pastor he enjoyed the confidence of both the young and the

old, and as a minister ever spoke from the pulpit as an embassa-

dor from heaven; a man of vigorous faith and earnest prayer. He

sank to his rest peacefully and happily, discerning the hope set

before him in the Gospel and anticipating the inheritance of the

saints in light.
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THK PAKSOXACK.

Tlie C()ii,c;;rc'<^ati()n touml it diiricult for a time to reacli a con-

clusion in relation to the way in which they should fulfill the jirom-

ise of the Consistory in the call extended to Mr. Cole, to ])rovide a

home for the jiastor's occu])ancy and use. To lease a house for

such a purpose mi<^ht necessitate the payment of rent in the future

for an unused Iniildiny;-. To hire a house from year to year might

on the otlier hand, necessitate an annual chaui^e in the ]iastor's

resilience. To purchase or to build a ])arsona,y;e, the coni^reyation

felt unable.

But the Lord knoweth how to tieliver His peo])le out of their

troubles, and now by His providence, enabled them to solve the

problem that troubled them, by the formation of an association, a

sort of stock companw to j)iu"chase a liouse and hold it, for a nom-
inal rent, for the use of the pastor of the Church.* The house

bought for this purpose was on the northeast corner of North Main

and CHnton streets. It was Hrst occujjietl as a parsonage by Mr.

Cole, in 1833, and it continued to be the residence of the pastors

of the Church until 1866, wlien, the title having previously been

transferred to the Consistory, it was sold and the greater |)orti()n of

the i)roceeds of the sale devoted, tin- following year, to roofing and

repairing the church building.

Previous to the sale of the parsonage. Dr. Duryea, who was

then pastor, had built and occupied the house at No. 79 Hamilton

avenue, in which he resided from 1866 until his death. The pro-

ceeds from the sale of the parsonage, as the pastor had a house

of his own, were therefore used in repairing the church and all

trouble in selecting a site for a new parsonage avoided for nearly

twenty years.

The Rev. Dr. Milliken, the immediate successor of Dr. Duryea,

was the pastor unon whom the necessity was laid of guiding the

Church through this ])erp]exing maze of conflicting opinions. Im-

mediately after his installation in 1882, the congregation was led to

consider the necessity of procuring a parsonage. Numerous sites

thought to be suitable, were suggested, but none against which

The foUowing memento of thi.s stock company is found in 'The Van Hoiiten Manu-
scripts,'' publislied by William Nelson, Esq.

"rhis will certify that I have two shares in the Par.sonage House in Manchester vil-

lage amounting to ten dollars, I hereby transfer them to Mr. Ralp'i Doremus for value
Received.

'

John A. Zabriskie.
Paterson Novm. 23rd 1S38.

510.00
"
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there was no olijoction. In :i short time however, measures were

inauii;'urate(l whic'h resulteil in the ererliMn, at a cost ol $4500, on

their own land, of the pi-estMit neat, eonif' >rtalile and nMnnn idious

home for llie |iastoi- in llie vcnv of the eliureh. 1 1 was e( )in]iKdi'(| in

Septeinlier, 18S:;, and ihe ImihhnL;- eonnniltee, consistinj^ ol .Mr.

](ilni Row, Mr. l'".do \. .^h•|•sehs and Mr. I'.do V.. X'reehuid, innial<-

in,H' their linal I'eport, the people luniii^' eonlriliuted the neeessary

means, were enabled to present the hnildni^i;- to the ( 'cnisistor)' en-

tiri'lv free from debt. 1 1 has sinee remained ])ra(. tit .dl)' nneham^ed.

The Parsonage,— 1883.

with one exception. In 1890, the third story, which, when the

building- was erected was left unfinished, a useless attic, was div-

ided into pleasant rooms and finished to correspond with the rest

of the building-. Its nearness to the church makes it an e.xceetl-

ingly convenient residence for the pastor.

The Rev. |ohx A. Liddell.

The first Sabbath of July, 1834, about six months after the

resigiiation of Mr. Cole, the Rev. John A. Liddell, in response to

the unanimous call of the Consistory, was installed pastor of the
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Church. On tliis occasion the sermon was preached l)y the

Rev. Isaac I). C'olc, and the charges to the pastor and the people

were delivered by the Rev. John C.

Van Dervoort. The pastoral relation

^^^^^ thus formetl continued about four

^^^^^^^ years, during which time one hundred

^^^^^^^^^ and tifteen persons were received to

^^H^ i|pk ^V full communion, and the congrega-

^^^^L.^ 1^ tion feeling the necessity of better

^^K"* / facilities and more ample accommoda-

^Rjl^. /^^ tions for the Sabbath school and social

^H^^^^^^^^^ meetings, erected a Consistory room on

^^^H ^K^^K the rear of the church lots, a frame

^^^H H^^^ building which stood about where the

^^B ^^^ parsonage is located, and continued to

be used for the purpose for which it was
Thk Rkv. John A. I^iDDELL.

erected until 1872. The committee

which superintended this work was Cornelius S. Van \\'agoner,

Ralph Doremus and Samuel A. Van Saun. While building the

Consistory room they also repaired the church and put blinds

on the windows. In this undertaking they were assisted by

Mrs. Ralph Doremus, of whose labors there is still extant a sub-

scrijjtion paper which reads :

"On demand we the Subscribers severally promise to pay to

Mrs. Ralph Doremus the sums annexed to our respective names to

be by her expended for blinds in the Second Ref'd Dutch Church
of Totowa and lining the book boards in s'd Church."

The amount thus subscribed was $235.72; amount paid,

$205; so much easier is it for some people to promise than to

perform.

Mr. Liddell was born in St. Ninians, Stirlingshire, Scotland,

September 22, 1806, and is said to have been the son of pious

parents and many prayers. He was educatetl in his native land

at Glasgow College and St. Andrew's College. While pursuing

his theological studies he accepted the invitation of an uncle to

visit the United States, and after a sojourn of six months de-

termined to make America his home. He was soon called to

the old Reformed Church of East Greenbush, Rensselaer county,

N. Y. , and there commenced his ministerial labors in 1830.
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lie settled at Paterson in 1834, (Voiu whence he was called to

r.odi, Seneca county, N. W, in 1838, and to Stone House Plains,

Essex county, N. [., in 1849, where a year later he died.

The picture of Air. Liddcll herewith presented, is coi)ied from

a daguerreotype in the possession of Mr. L. C. (ialloui), of I.odi,

N. v., taken when .Mr. Liddell was alyout forty years of ag-e, a

few years before his tleath. lie was highly esteemed by his

The Liddell Monument, Totowa Cemetery.

brethren in the ministry, thoroughly loyal to the Church of his

adoption, in full accord with its doctrines and polity, and influen-

tial in its councils. When resigning the charge of the Second

Church at Paterson, he was Stated Clerk of the Classis. * He pos-

sessed more than ordinary power, was frank and unreserved in his

intercourse, true, kind, and affable in his manner, delighting in

social converse and fellowship. He lacked the advantage of an

attractive exterior and a graceful action, but there was a fervor

and pathos in his manner which arrested and held attention to

the truths he proclaimed. The tones of his voice were heart-

* Three of the pastors of Second Totowa, have served the Classis as -Stated Clerk:

John A. L,iddell, iSsy-'sS. John H. Duryea, i846-'58. Theodore W. Welles, since 1892.
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touchingr and pathetic, tittiii,^: him in a ]U'cuhar degree to win

the hearts of his people and to draw them to Christ. His ser-

mons were clear, evangelical, pungent, forcible and simple. "I

have often heard his name fondly mentioned," says Dr. Duryea,

"by those to whom he was a spiritual father." In comi)liance

with his request his remains were interred in the Totowa ceme-

tery, where a fitting monument, erected to his memory, bears the

inscription :

IN

]M EMORY OF

John A. Liddelt.,

BoRX September 22. 1806,

IX ."^T. XiMANS, Stirlingshire,

Scotland,

Died October 12, 1850.

AT Stone House plains,

Ne\v Jersey.

When in ihe midst of his labor as pastor of the

Reformed Dutch Church in that Place,

he was called from a useful and successful ministry

TO HIS final reward.

A ripe scholar and a fine THEOLOCrlAN.

he was DEEPLY IMBUED WITH THE TRUTHS HE PREACHED

AND BORE AMPLE TESTIMONY IN HIS LIFE AND DEATH

TO THEIR CONSOLING AND SUSTAINING POWER.

Two of those received into the communion of the Church

during ^Ir. Liddell's pastorate, were living sixty years after its

termination, faithful in service and steadfast in zeal for the King-

dom of (iod. One of these. Mr. William Row, several times a

deacon, many times an elder, and for twenty years the treasurer

of the Church, died in 1898: the other, his wife, died in 1900, the

last living witness of Mr. Liddell's ministerial fidelity.

THE HOPPER CASE.

This remarkable controversy originated in 1832 or 33 in the

Church of Paramus, the Rev. Dr. Wilhelmus Eltinge, pastor. It

awakened bitter animosity, aroused unholy passions, disturbed

the peace of families, continued for years, and engaged the atten-

tion of every judicatory of the Church—the Classis, the Particu-

lar Synod and the General Synod. It originated in an attempt to
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C()m|)(.-1 a few ])ersons to remain in llic iV-Ilow slii]) of tlie Church of

which thc\' w ere members, alU'i' lhc\' liad f.\j)rcsst(l a desire to

\\t)i'shi|) elscwdKTC.

riic ciicumslancrs were these: Major An(h"e\v P. Hopper,

])i"oiniiK'nt and inlluciitial in the coinniiinil \', t(>.u,ethcr witli other

inrnd)ers of the ('hurch of I'aranius in j^dod and re_L(ular standin,y;,

taking otiense at the action of the t'onsistory in refusing to sus-

tain certain eliarges against the defeiuh'ints in a case of Christian

(Hscipline, ceasecf a(tendin,n' tlie ser\-ices of the sanctuary and

asked for their letters of dismission that they niiu'lit connect them-

selves with some other Church.

The Consistory refused to grant them such letters of dismis-

sion, and they thereupon petitioned Chassis to interpose in their

behalf and dissolve their connection with the Paramus Church.

The Classis ach'ised them to forget the pixst ami not leave the

Church of their fathers, or at least to meet with the Consistory

and talk the matter over, that hai)pily peace might be restored,

antl if, after such consultation tliev still desired to withilraw from

the Church at Paramus, to again request letters of dismission

and if the request be denied, to make a formal appeal to the

Classis from the action of the Consistory. Such an appeal was

made to Classis September 8, 1835, when Classis, after due delib-

eration, declared:

"It is beyond the reach of the Classis to afford the appellants

such relief as they desire, especially as they have withdrawn from

the ordinances and communion of the Church without leave,

which in fact amounts to "desertion," as expressed by the Con-
stitution. Your committee believe that they have committed wrong
in so doing, but at the same time cordially unite in recommend-
ing the following resolution, xv/,. : That the appellants, in this

case, residing in Small Lots and beyond it, be affectionatel}' urged

to go back to the Consistory and confess said wrong in thus with-

drawing from the Church, and in such case it be recommended to

the Consistory, as our deliberate and unanimous opinion, that the

Consistory furnish them with certificates of dismission—such as

they can conscientiously give— that whenever they are received

into the fellowship of any sister Church, their relation to the

Church of Paramus shall cease."

According to the church records, i\Iajt)r Andrew P. Hopper,

Garret P. Ho]^per, Henry P. Hopper, Cornelius A. Hop|)er and

their wives, together with Ann Hopper, were recei\-ed into the
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communion of the Secontl Reformed Dutch Church of Totowa, by

certificate from the Church of Paramus, IMarch 5, 1836. Against

this action of the Consistory of the Second Church of Totowa, Mr.

Cornelius S. Van Wagoner a{)])ealed to the Classis because of some

supposed irregularity that does not appear on the records. The

Classis refused to sustain the appeal. Mr. Van Wagoner and the

Rev. Dr. Kltinge then a])peal((l fVdin the acticjn of the Classis to

the Particular .Synod of New York in session May, 1836. The

Particular Synod refused to sustain the ap])eal and confirmed the

action of the Classis. The Rev. Dr. P^ltinge and r^Ir. \'an Wago-

ner then appealed to the General Synod in session June, 1837.

The General Synod refused to sustain the ajipeal and affirmed the

decision of the Particular Synod of New York.

Not yet satisfied the Church at Paramus memorialized the

General Synod in session June, 1838, to reconsider the whole

matter. I'he .Synod did so, and after due deliberation unani-

mously adopted the following:

Whereas, It appears from the Memorial of the Consistory of

the Church of Paramus that they find difficulties which to them
appear insuperable in the way of carrying into effect the decision

of this Synod in relation to what is usually termed the "Hopper
Case," and whereas said Consistory of Paramus ask from this

Synod some action which shall relieve them from their present

ditificulties, therefore.

Resolved, That the persoais who have been received into the

Second Church of Totowa on a certificate from the Church of

Paramus are members in full communion of the Second Church of

Totowa, and that anything in any previous decision of this Synod
which militates against this, be and hereby is repealed. *

It would l)e difficult to make a more definite statement, but

notwithstanding this decisive action of the General Synod, from

whose decisions there is no appeal, and although the Hoppers had

been members of the Second Church of Totowa since ^larch 5th,

1836, the Consistory received this extraordinary notice:

To the Revd. Consistory of the 2nd R. D. Church of Totowa
Dr. Brethren: we hereby apprize you that by the last decision of

the General Synod on the Hopper case, (not repealing the decision

of the Particular Synod of New York on the Van Wagoner appeal)

the Hoppers are continued members with the Church at Paramus,

and as they are under a course of discipline by us, you are hereby

' Minutes of the General Synod, Vol. X. pp. 156-157,
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frieiully and kindly cautioned to take Ileed liow you admit tlum to

the Sealing- ordinances of (Jods House.
H\' (H'der of the Consistory of Paranuis.

^'ou^s with Brotherly lo\c; i^ Kes])ect Sec.

r.-iranuis, Octr. 14th A. 1838 W'ilhelnius I'.ltin- I'rst.

There is no reeortl in the minutes ot the C'onsistor}' ot any

formal action in connection with tliis remarkable communication,

hut the srntimL-nt of tlu- Consistory in relation to the "f)iciidly and

kindly caution it contain.s ma}- easily he inferred, inasmuch as

April lyth, 1839, after considerinj^ the matter for six nmnths, Air.

(iarret P. Hopper was elected by the Second Reformetl Church of

Totowa to serve as elder, and public notice was y^iven that it the

way be clear he wouhl be ortlained as such. Sabbath, May twenti-

eth. Mr. Hopper had been a memher of the Second Church ol

Totowa for more than three years, but the day preceding; the time

appointed for his ordination the following communication was sent

to Dr. Dur}ea:

"Paramus May iith A D 1839
Revd & Dr. Brother

The Consistor}^ of Paramus having under-

stood, that the 2ntl R D Ch of 'I'otowa have elected Garret P.

Hopper a memher of the Consistory of said Church notwithstand-

ing our friendly caution; The Consistory of Paramus hereby forwarn
you and your Consistory against ordaining said Person to said office

for the following Reasons, viz

—

ist Because said Hopper if dismissed,

has not been, and is not Constitutionally dismissed l)y the Gen Synod
of 1838. 2, Because said Hopper w^as and is untler a course of

mild discipline, Confession either to us or the Gen Synod. 3d Be-

cause sd Hopper by the Decision of the Part. Synod of N. York on
Van Wagoner appeal Reversing his reception by the Consistory of

2 R D Ch. of I'otowa, and bringing him back to us lias not been
repealed by the Gen Synod of 1838 If however notwithstand-

ing the above weighty reasons, Your Consistory should resolve and
decide, to proceed to said Hoppers ordination as Elder, we herel^y

appeal from sd ResoUition and decision to the Next ordinary Meet-
ing of the Classis of Paramus

By Order

Revd Brother Wilhelmus Pelting Prt of Con Par

Duryea Prest of Const 2 R D Ch Totowa"

When this communication was laid before the Consistory,

they unanimousl}' resolved that the Rev. Mr. Eltinge's communica-

tion was out of order, as the General Synod of 1838 had made a

final disposition of what is commonly called the "Hopper Case,
"
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ami that the ordination of .Mr. Hopper take phice as ])reviou.sly

determined. Air. Hopper was thereupon orchuned an elder of the

Second Church of Totowa, and four months afterward, September

8, 1839, the Consistory received a communication from the

Paramus Church giving notice of an appeal to the Classis of Par-

amus from the decision and act of the Consistory in electing and

ordaining (larret P. Hopper an elder.

In reply to this marvelous communication, the Consistory

resolved that they would not grant an appeal, inasmuch as they

did not wish to make themselves a party in the case, for the

reasons stated in the resolution passed on receiving a communi-

cation from the Paramus Consistory dated May eleventh.

By this action the Consistory declared their acquiesence in

the decision of General Synod, and politely informed the Con-

sistory of the Paramus Church that their warfare must be waged

with the General Synod, while the Second Church of Totowa

quietly viewed the contlict from afar, ready to cheer the con-

queror. The drama was over. After more than six years of con-

troversy "The Hopper Case" was finished.

The Rev. John H. Duryea, D. D.

After the resignation of the Rev. Mr. Liddell the Church was

vacant for about five months. During this time the attention of

the Consistory was directed to the Rev. John H. Duryea, who hav-

ing recently graduated from the

Theological Seminary at New Bruns-

wick, had been pastor of the Re-

formed Church at Warwarsing, Or-

ange county, N. V., since October,

1837. In response to the Consistory's

request he supi)lied the vacant pul-

pit with such acceptance and favor

the second Sabbath of January, 1839,

that the congregation unanimously

resolved to call him and to make

the terms of the call "six hunilred

dollars, with the pars(.>nage house,

yearly and every year so long as he

continues pastor of the CHiurch; and

to pay all the ex]>enses of removing 1

Thk Ki;v. John H. InuvKA, U. D.

s furniture from his iiresent
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situalion lo the parsonage house, pi'uxick-d he accepts the calL

111 tonmihitiiij^' a call in accmilance with the action ol the

conj^Tcj^ation, the Consistory spt'ciHed the following;; re(|uireinenls:

" The particular services which will be leipiired of you are to

preach twice on the Sabbath daw pay pastoral \'isitation throut^li

the cons^rogation once a year, U'ctiu-e once a week in some part of

the cong'res^ation. and catechise from the Heidell)erg- catechism
once a week.

"

The subscription for the pastor's salary is an interesting docu-

ment, a copy of wlncli is carefidly ])reser\ed in the minutes of

the Consistory. There are 113 names and sul)scri])tions to the

amomit of S552.50, with four others still to be heard from. The

subscril)ers" names a])i)ear on this list in groups, which designate

in a general way the locality in which they resided, and present a

fair \iew of the extent and character of the congregation. Man-

chester is represented by thirty-nine names and subscriptions,

amounting to $136; Totowa by nine names and subscriptions,

amounting to S134; Small Lots by twenty-four names and sub-

scriptions, amounting to Si 18; the Goffle by eleyen names and

subscriptions, amounting to s68; Paterson by fourteen names and

subscriptions, amounting to S50. 50; Preakness by sixteen names

and subscriptions, amounting to $46. It Ayas a country congrega-

tion, composed well nigh exclusiyely of the old Dutch families

residing on the Totowa side of the Passaic, and it was almost en-

tirely independent of the ambitious city growing up by its side

across the river.

Having accepted the call tendered liim by these people. Dr.

Duryea was installed pastor April ninth, his ministrations com-

mencing with the third Sabbath, the seventeenth of February, 1839.

The pastorate thus inaugurated continued until August 7, i 895,

when Dr. Duryea departed this life and entered Heaven. In 1882

he was declared pastor emeritus, but ever maintained the most in-

timate relations with the Church he served, without an associate,

for more than forty-three years.

In the autumn of 1858 the congregation, feeling the need of

increased accommodations both for those already with them and

such as desired to come among them, the Consistory enlarged the

church edifice by an addition of eighteen feet in the rear, thereby

gaining thirty-eight additional pews on the ground floor, at a cost

of about $1,700.
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In the Spriiig of i860 the elders. Garret I. Bhiuveh and Ira

Ryerson, made the C'hurcli a t^enerous donation of a hcW to super-

cede the ohl triangle which, since the erection i)f the clnnxh, liad

called the congreg^ation to worship. During the autunin of 1872

and the spring- of 1873 ^ ^^^^""^ lecture and Sal)bath school room or

chapel was erected at a cost of about $6,000. This was a neat,

brick building, forty by sixtv feet in area, a little way in the rear of

the church. It was built by private subscription, which left $2,000

unpaid until the spring- of 1877, when, by one effort, the congre-

gation wiped out the indebtedness, that when commemorating the

semi-centennial of the organization of the Church the pastor could

declare the church and the chapel entirely free from debt.

An examination of the minutes of the Consistory reveals in-

terspersed, amid the routine of business, a careful attention to

Christian discipline, a frequent citation of those whose conduct

has seemed disorderly, and now and then a significant resolution

plainly intimating that some of the evils of the present are heir-

looms from the past. Here is one that was evidently adopted

for protection and revenue :

July 10, 1846, Resolved, That the members of Consistory who
are absent from a regular meeting- and cannot give a good and sat-

isfactory excuse, pay the Treasurer fifty cents, and if not present

imtil after a quarter of an hour of the appointed time, twenty-five

cents.

There is no record of the revenue derived from this source,

although sixteen months passed before all the members were

present at a meeting of the Consistor}". It was probably easier

to make a good excuse than to pay the fine.

In 1859 the Consistory, evidently at the pastor's request, en-

deavored to prevent, through careful supervision, the pulpit

from becoming an advertising medium, by the adoption of the

following :

Resolved, That all notices handed to the sexton or others be

passed through the elders to the pastor.

In 1844 there is a curious record of a member of the Church

who, it is said, for some reason which does not appear, at sun-

dry times mutilated and defaced the doors of several pews,

causing the Consistory to place on their minutes an expression

of opinion in relation thereto as follows :

"Resolved, That the outrages that have been committed are
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of SO flagrant a nature as to compel us to seek reparation for the

past and protection for the future, and though we have continu-

ally receiveil insult for kindness and renewed injury for forbear-

ance, still feeliniif desirous to cultivate peace, we will afford Mr.

another opportunity to make reparation in part, and
therefore request him to meet the ("onsistory Aug-ust 25, in the

church, at 2 p. m.. ami then and there rej)air the damages."'

Here the record ends. Nothing more appears in relation to

the matter, and the reader of the records is left to marvel at the

strange methods which enmity employs to vent its rage.

The only things which seem to have disturbed the peace of

the congregation during Dr. Duryea's pastorate were connected

in some way with the pews, which were owned by the families of

the Church and descended as a legacy from father to son. A reso-

lution of the Consistory in 1848 to tax the pews U) meet the

expenses of the sanctuary, gave rise to some dissension and proved

a constant source of trouble, until in 1865 the Church acquired

title to all the pews. In connection with these troubles the Con-

sistory found it necessary, in 1850, to adopt the following preamble

and resolution :

" Whej'eas, Abraham Stephens, a member of this church, has
occupied pew Xo. 60, by the consent of the Consistory of said
church, and

Whereas, John R. Berdan has instituted a suit against said
Stephens for occupying said pew, therefore,

Resolved, That the Consistory defend said suit unto its final

issue and bear Mr. Stephens harmless of all costs and charges."

In 1856, for the purpose of counteracting another evil, an

attempt on the part of pew owners to make their ecclesiastical

possessions a source of individual revenue, the Consistory was
obliged to take decided action as follows :

Resolved, That the Consistory will not recognize any arrange-

ment made by pewholders, when leaving the church, for renting
their seats, unless they make provision for the annual rate to which
such seats are subject for the support of the Gospel.

Such records are a silent revelation of the evils connected

with individual ownership of pews, and should cause rejoicing

that the lines have fallen unto us in an age when the svstem
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which gave them birth has passed into the great multitude of

things that were.

The whole numl)er of members in the communion of the

Church from its organization in October, 1827, to April, 1882,

when Dr. Duryea was declared emeritus and retired from the

active duties of the pastorate, was 864. Of this number 633

were received since February, 1839, when Dr. Duryeas pastorate

vras inaugurated. The largest number received in any one year

was 42, the smallest number 3. The first number occurred in

1843, ^vhen there was a general awakening throughout the

Churches; the last in 1865, when the minds and hearts of the peo-

ple were agitated by the scenes attending the great southern Re-

bellion, "and it seemed at times a matter of doubt whether either

nation or Church, or both, might not go down in one common
ruin."

Tuesday, April ninth, 1889, the Classis of Paramus met in

the Second Church of Totowa and commemorated the fiftieth an-

niversary of Dr. Duryeas reception as a member of the Classis.

On this occasion the church was elaborately decorated and the

services were conducted by the Rev. Peter Crisped, of Warwick,

the president of Classis, assisted in the devotional exercises by

the Rev. Anson DuBois, D. D. , of Athenia, nd the Rev. David

]\Iagie, D. D. , of the Church of the Redeemer, Paterson. The

roll of the Classis of 1839 was called by the Stated Clerk, the Rev.

J. C. Van Deventer, of Xyack, who also presented the congratula-

tions of the Classis. The Rev. Cornelius E. Crispell, D. D.
,
pre-

sented the congratulations of the denomination. The Rev. X. H.

Van Arsdale, D. D. , the congratulations ot the city of Paterson.

Letters were read from the Rev. Peter H. ]\Iilliken, D. D., whose

pastorate of the Church had recently closed, and from the Rev.

Theo. W. Welles, D. D.
,
pastor-elect. Dr. Duryea responded and

closed the services by pronouncing the benediction.

The view of the interior of the Church, accompanying this

review of Dr. Duryeas pastorate, exhibits the floral decorations

and the appearance of the pulpit prepared for the anniversary ex-

ercises of April 9, 1889. As the walls of the church have since been

refrescoed, this view of the church is a memento of the past ot

much historic value.

The Rev. John Hudson Duryea was born at Wallkill. Orange

county, X. V., Thursday, Xoveml)er 28, 18 10. He died at his
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ivsideiicc, Xo. 71; I laniilloii ;i\c!iuc, I'alcrsoii, atlcra lin^cTiuL;' ill-

ness, \\\'(liK-S(la\-, Aiin'iist 7, i''^95. 1 Ic was a L^randson of Captain

(leor^x- I)iii-\-ra. a sturil\- paliaot in tlu- ca\'alr\' of llic Continental

army, ami of liannali llmlson. his wile, liotli of wlioni were laid

to R'st ill ilir eenieter\- al ( ii'c\'coini, X. \'. llis ])arciils were

9JMJMJMfMi

The Church Interior, April 9, 1889.

John Duryea, a farmer, and Hilary, daughter of Samuel I. Craw-

ford and Jeannette McCurdy.

He represented by birth the heroes of the Reformed Protestant

faith, not only of France, with their courage undaunted in the

midst of persecution, and of the Netherlands, with their sig-nal

victories under William the Silent, but also of the north of Ireland,

whose brave Orangemen triumphed gloriously at the battle of the



394 HISTORY OF THE CLASSIS OF PARAMUS

Boyn, when the men of Enniskillen were the bod}'- g-uard of Wil-

liam the Third. He made a public profession of his faith in Christ

and was received to full communion with the people of God by
holy baptism in the Reformed Church of Bloomingburgh, Sullivan

county. New York, October 24. 1828. As soon as circumstances

rendered it practicable, he availed himself of the educational ad-

vantages of the Bloomingburgh Academy. In this institution he

completed his preparatory studies, and September, 1832, entered

the junior class of Rutgers College. With this class he graduated

in 1834, received the degree of A. M. in 1837, and thirty-four

years later, in recognition of his attainments in the ministry, the

honorary degree of D. D.

In the autumn succeeding his graduation from college, he en-

tered the Theolog-ical Seminary at New Brunswick. N. J., and

after completing the prescribed course of study was licensed July

26, 1837, by the Classis of Orange, to preach the Gospel, and by

the same Classis, October 30, 1837, ordained to the work of the

Christian ministry, and installed pastor of the Reformed Church at

Wawarsing, Ulster county, N. Y. His pastorate here ceased Feb-

ruary 10, 1839, and having accepted a call to the Second Church

of Totowa, he was installed Tuesday, the ninth of the following

April. This pastoral relation continued until the doctor's death,

endearing him to the hearts of the people, not only in his own
parish, but throughout the city.

The great work of Dr. Duryea's life Avas the oversight of the

Church committed to his care. His ruling ambition was a faithful

discharge of the duties of his ministry. This did not, however,

render him unmindful of the welfare of the community in which he

resided. In the early years of his ministry, the free school system,

which he heartih' advocated, was not thoroughly established. He
believed in a liberal education and thought that the commonwealth
should furnish free instruction for everv child. His fellow-citizens

sought his aid in develoj)ing their educational institutions and

placed under his care, as superintendent, the public schools of

Manchester township. His services as a member of the Board of

Examiners of teachers for the public schools of Passaic county,

were also demanded for a period of twenty years. His labors in

these official positions were rendered with the zeal and fidelity that

are ever the fruit of a conscientious convictioii that "'public office

is a public trust.''
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Dr. Durvca was a inan of strength in every element of a nol)ie

nianliooil. Stronj,'- in hody, with a robust frame and a command-
ing presence, he was also stronj^;- in s])irit, seldom discouraged,
never despairing, rejoicing ever in God. He was an upright man,
honest both in thought and deed; an artless man, without pretence
or empty show, as pure and clear as transparent glass; a kind man,
with a mild disposition and a loving heart; a cheerful man, serving
the Lord with gladness and giving heed to the divine admonition:
"Be ye not as the hypocrites are, of a sad countenance."

But more than all he was a Christly man, a thorough Christian,

mighty in faith, discerning the Father's presence, the Saviors
suretyship, the verity of the promises and the eternal reality of
things unseen; a man exultant in hope, resting in the Lord and
waiting patiently for Him; a man abounding in charity, dealing

gently with the erring and blessing with his bounty the needy and
distressed; a man established in righteousness, overcoming the

temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil; a man clothed
with humility, contrite and penitent, claiming- nothing through
merit, daily breathing the prayer: "God be merciful to me a sin-

ner,"' yet expecting all things, even life everlasting, through Jesus
Christ; a man enriched with every element of dispositional virtue.

"A combination and a form indeed.
Where every virtue seem'd to set its seal;

To give the world assurance of a man."

The Rev. Peter H. Millikex, D. D.

The Classis having declared Dr. Duryea pastor emeritus m
April, the Consistory, composed of Garret L Blauvelt, William
Row, John Hopper and Duncan INIacfarlan, elders; Henry A.

Hopper, William H. MacBain, John Row and Charles L. Hunter,

deacons, at once sought for a pastor, and July 25th, 1882, called

the Rev. Peter H. Milliken, D. D., who accepted their call and
was installed pastor of the Church, Sabbath, October eighth.

Upon this interesting occasion, the like of which had not
been witnessed by the congregation since 1839, the Rev. John
Gaston, D. D., presided and read the prescribed forms for con-
stituting the pastoral relation, the Rev. John C. Van Deventen
preached from Psalm 110:3, the Rev. X. H. Van Arsdale, D. D.,

and the Rev. Samuel T. Searle, conducted the devotional exercises,
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and the newly installed pastor closed the services by pronouncing-

the benediction.

The pastorate thus inaui^'-urated

continued for six years antl three

months, or until January i, 1889,

and witnessed a good degree of

spiritual and temporal prosperity.

During its continuance 1 1 1 persons

were received into the coniniunion

of the church, i 10 were baptized and

46 couples were united in marriage.

Almost immediately after its in-

ception the cong^regation built the

parsonage, of which a view and de-

scription are given on page 381. One
improvement, however, almost in- jhe rbv. peter h. millikkn, d. d.

variably calls for another, and the

new parsonage, with its modern equipments, contrasted so

strongly with the church edifice which, for a quarter of a century

had remained the same, that the congregation in March, 1884,

took the following action :

Resolved. That in view of the blessings with which we are

surrounded it would be to the honor of Jesus Christ to remodel
and beautify our house of worship.

Resolved, That if sufficient funds are raised by subscription
the following improA^ements be made :

1. That a new roof be put on the building.
2. That the galleries be modernized and made comfortable

and attractive.

3. That stained glass windows be substituted for the present
plain glass.

4. That the windows behind the pulpit be closed and a pass-
ageway opened into the lecture room.

5. That the pews be remodeled and the ceiling refrescoed.
6. That iron columns be substituted for the present wooden

pillars.

A building committee was appointed consisting of Messrs.

John Row, Peter H. Van Wagoner and Edo I. IMerselis, who
at once entered upon the discharge of their duties and effected

the proposed alterations with commendable energy and taste, at

a cost of $3,700, a portion of which amount they were compelled
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to lidiTow as the work aihaiiccd, but the whole ot wliich was
lull y jiaid in | iil\', i 8S7.

In achhtion to Ihi'sc soicU' needed inii)r()\'ements tlie Sal)I)ath

school room was enlai^x'd 1)\' the addition of a Hiltle class idoni,

and in iSSS anothei" addition was made and a iii'oad !^aller\- nni

across the rearof the main assembly room at a costolabout Si, 000.

The Rev. Dr. Milliken was the son of Jolni S. Alilliken, and

was born in the town of Crawford, Oraiii^e county, X. Y. He
prepared for collej^e in English studies at the State Normal School

at Albany, X. Y., and in classical studies uncU-r ])rivate tutors.

He graduated from Rutyers College in 1876, from the Theolog-ical

Seminary at New Brunswick, N. ]., in 1879, and ten years later

received the degree of Ph. D. from the University of the City of

New York. A few years ago the honorary degree of D. D. was

conferred upon him by Rutgers College. Immediately after his

graduation in 1879 ^^^ ^^''^^ licensed by the Classis of Orange, and

October twenty-eighth ordained to the Gospel ministry and installed

pastor of the Reformed Church at Berea, in the town of Mont-

gt^mer}-, Orange county, N. V. After a three years' pastorate he

accepted the call of the Second Reformed Church at Paterson,

which after a little more than six years he resigned in response to a

call from the P'irst Reformed Church of Philadel[)hia, Pa., where

he was installed in January, 1889, and is still laboring success-

fully and acceptably.

The Rkv. Theouore \V. Welles, D. D.

The successor of Dr. Milliken was the present pastor, the

Rev. Theodore W. Welles, D. D. , who was installed May 6, 1889.

Upon this occasion the Rev. Peter Crispell i>resided anil read the

constitutional forms, the Rev. William H. Vroom, D. D. , a class-

mate of the pastor-elect, preached the sermon, and the Rev. John
H. Duryea, D. D. , led the devotional exercises. The Consistory

at this time was composed of William S. Millar, Henrv A. Hop-

per, William Row and Jacob) Ryerson, elders; Louis P. Pittenger,

George Schoemaker, ¥Ao I. ^lerselis and Peter H. \'an. Wagoner,

deacons.

The extensive improvements made during the former pastorate

left Init little to be done of a similar character. The outer appearance

of the church, however, required attention, especially the grounds

about it, which, not bein<^ enclosed, were in a sad condition. To
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remedy this a neat, iron fence was erected about the church on

Water street and Temple street and new wooden fences were built

about the rest of the ])roi)erty at a

total cost of about $600. Other im-

j)rovenients of the church property

have from time to time been made.

The third story of the parsonage

was made ready for use, the church

and parsonage repainted, the steeple

of the church reshingled, and

crowneil with a new weather vane,

j)ut in thorough repair; and the en-

tire heating- api)aratus of the church,

lecture room and parsonage was

newly furnished, at a total cost of

Thk rkv. thko. w. wellks, u. d. about $1,300.

In 1888 a parlor and kitchen

were added to the lecture room, the church overhauled and re-

paired, the walls and ceiling newly frescoed antl the floors re-

carpeted at a cost of nearly $3,000.

Since the present pastorate was inaugurated 225 persons have

been received into the communion of the Church, 242 baptized,

and 134 couples united in marriage.

Dr. Welles is the third son of the late Rev. Ransford ^^'ells,

D. D. , and Joanna Hardenbergh. He was born in Newark, Essex

county, N. J., May 6, 1839, ^ descendant in the seventh genera-

tion of Thomas Welles, an English Puritan, who fled to America,

because of persecutions by the Church of England, in 1636, and

was governor of Connecticut in 1655 and 58.

Dr. \^'elles made a public profession of his faith in Christ,

October 16, 1859, in the Third Reformed Church, at present known
as the Park Reformed Church of jersey City, then under the

pastoral care of his brother, the Rev. Cornelius L. Wells, D. D.,

of Elatbush, L. I. He entered the Junior Class of Rutgers College,

graduating in 1862, and in 1893 received therefrom the honorary

degree of D. D. Continuing his studies, he graduated from the

Theological Seminary at New Brunswick. N. }., in 1865. The

same year he was licensed to preach the Gos]:)el by the Classis of

Montgomery and ordained by the South Classis of Bergen pastor

of the Reformetl Church of Bergen Neck, Hudson county, X. |. A
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short tinu' after his seltlciiK'iil tho name oltlu' C'hurcli was ehanj^ed

to the l-'irst Ketwinied C'luireh ot" l>a\-<>iHie. The congregation rap-

idly increased, a parsona<;e was built and a new house of worshii)

erected. In 1873 '^'-" hecanie pastor of the First Reformed Church

at Freehold, known as the old i^rick Church at .Marlhorout^h, Mon-

nu)uth county, X. I. After a successful ])a^torate iiere of more

than fourteen years, he accepted a call to the Fourth Reformed

Church of Philadelphia, Fa., and was installed as its pastor. De-

cendier i, 1887. In a few months he was called to the pastorate

of the Secontl Reformed Church of Totowa, and w^as installed May
6, 1889.

THE S.\BB.\TH SCHOOL .\ND CHURCH SOCIKTIES.

There are no records extant, so far as known, winch reveal the

time when the Sabbath school was organized. It must ha\e been

very soon after the completion and occupancy of the sanctuary.

In the Statistical 'Fable of the Classis of Paramus for 1835, the tirst

year the Churches were required to make such a report, the Second

Church of Totowa reports a Sabbath school, and in 1837 reports

130 scholars.

During- the ministry of Mr. Fiddell there is record that the need

of greater facilities for the Sabbath school rendered it necessary to

build a lecture room for its accommodation. Under date of July,

1838, Mr. Cornelius S. Van Wagoner laid before the (^'onsistory his

resignation as superintendent of the Sabbath school, and the Con-

sistory, in accepting the same, passed a vote thanking Mr. Van

Wagoner for his services as superintendent. At this time, accord-

ing to the minutes of General Synod, the school reported 170

scholars, with an average attendance of i 50.

For nearly thirty years, from July, 1838, to October, 1865,

there are no Sabbath school records, so far as known, save the

Consistorial reports. From these it appears that in 1847 there

were two Sabbath schools, with a total average attendance of 200,

and in i860 three schools, with 250 scholars, and an average at-

tendance of 200. One of these extra schools was held in the

Totowa school house, and fcjr many years was superintended by

Mr. Richard Van Houten; the other was at the Goffie, near North

Paterson, and appears on record onl}- in i860, but the Totowa

school is reported until 1878. Why these schools were abandoned

does not appear.

At the present time, December, 1900, the school assembles in
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the lecture room each Lord's Day at 2 \). m. There is an enroll-

ment of sixteen officers, thirty-seven teachers antl 356 scholars. .Mr.

Thomas Alvea is superintendent and Mr. Waller C. Hudson, vice-

superintendent.

There are also in connection with the Church a Young

People's, and a junior Society of Christian fjidea\-or, a Vount^

Men's (hiiid, a ^^)un,^• Ladies' Association, a Ministeriny; Circle of

King's Daughters, a Woman's ^Hssionary Society and a Contingent

Fund Society, all of which in various ways, as are indicated hy the

names tht- societies hear, are helping on the work of the Lord and

advancing with the hlessing of God the prosjierity of the Church.

THE COMlirXICAXTS.

December, 1900, the names entered on the roll ot communi-

cants numbered 1204.

When the church was organized there were in its communion 48

At the close of the pastorate of the Rev. Jacob T. Field,

September 3, 1832, there had been added 51

At the close of the pastorate of the Rev. Isaac D. Cole,

November 2, 1833, there had been added 20

At the close of the pastorate of the Rev. John A. Lidelell,

June 3, 1838, there had been added 113

At the close of the active pastorate of the Rev. John H. Dur-

yea, D. D. , June 2, 1882, there had been added 633

At the close of the pastorate of the Rev. Peter H. Milliken,

D. D., December 31, 1888. there had been added 11

1

At the close of the century, December 31, 1900, there had

been added 228

Total, 1204

The growth of the Church by decades exhibits but little fluc-

tuation. The accessi(Uis haxe been:

Frt)m jan'y i, 1828, to jan'v i, 1838

1838, "
^

1848,

1858,

1868,

1878,
• " 1888,

1898,

Accessions since organization

Members at organization

Total, 1204

1838
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Anmn^- tlu' 1 2i 14 naiiu's on the roll of (.oiiununicanls, the

nanu' of one pcison is (.'iitcre-d three times, and the names of

t\vent\'-nine otht-rsare entered twiee. Ihn'in^' been iX'ceiN'c'il into

tlu- eonnnunion ol the (huixh. these persons ha\e taken letters ot

dismission to some other Church, and alter awhili- have retuine<I

to the ( hurth of their first lo\'e. 'I'liis reduces the numher of ])er-

sons who lia\e been or are in the communion ol tin- Church, Irom

1204 to I 173. Ot the 1204 names enrolled, 48 were communicants

wlien tlu'("liurch was organized. 761 were received by a confes-

sion of faith in Christ and 395 by certificate of Church member-

ship, 415 have tlied, 310 ha\'e been (hsmissed, 24 have been sus-

peniled. i^=;are unknown to the present Consistory, having" dis-

appeared without an}- record of their dismission or death. 300

are still in the communion of the Church.

Two sons of the Church have enteretl the ( los])el ministry,

the Rev. Cornelius Bhan'clt, who wiis recei\'ed into the commu-
nion of the Church in 1833, and the Rev. Henry Dater, who was

received in i 845.

Two dau^'hters of the Church have carried the (jospel into

heathen lands under the auspices of the Board of Foreign Missions

of the Reformed Church in America: Sarah A. Chaml)erlain, wife

of the Rev. Iose])h Scudder, of the Arcot Mission, India, and

Miss Mattie Estelle Duryea, who until recently was connected

with the mission at Nag^asaki, Ia])an.

The little flock of worshipers, which in 1827 was driven out

of the inlieritance of their fathers, witli no house of worship, witli

no shepherd to guide them and no organization other than a com-

mon purpose and a mutual desire to establisli for themsel\'es and

their children an accessible and convenient sanctuary, lias stead-

ily adxanced in nund)er and strength and efticiencv an<l power

until, with the blessing of (iod, tlie Cliureh thus estal)lished has

become one of the largest in the ninnber of its communicants in

tlie Classis.

In 1828, the benevolent contributions of the Church were

$24.38. Further than this there is no defmite record of lienevo-

lent contributions previous to 1853. .Since then they have

amounted to $28,095,

( )f moneys raised for congregational purposes, there is no

recortl previous to i8s7. Since then tiiere has been raised and ex-

pended $1 2y, 374.
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In 1827 the c()n,<i;Teg-ation owned nothing-. Now it has prop-

erty unencumbered, free and clear of all indebtedness, to the

amount of at least $40,000.

For a people thus highly favored, how appropriate is the lan-

guage of the Psalmist: "If it had not been the Lord who was on

our side now may Israel say, if it had not been the Lord who was

on our side when men rose up against us, then they had swal-

lowed us up quick when their wrath was kmdled against us. But

our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth,

and in His name we setup our banners.
'"



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF NYACK

BY

Thf, Rkv. William J. Leciceli', Ph. D.

Tl 1 1'^ first Sabbath services lield i)y the Ketormed Outch peojile

in Xyack, were in the year 1830. For tive years these ser-

vices were held more or less regularly on alternate Sabbath after-

noons, at tirst in the Presbyterian church, and later in a private

house, conducted by the pastor of the Clarkstown Church, in

whose parish Nyack belonged. June i, 1835, "a number of the

inhabitants of Nyack, and friends oi the Reformed Dutch Church,

considered it necessary that a house of puldic worship be erected

in said village for the accommodation of the Reformed Dutch

population," and indicated their interest by subscribing for this

purpose, money or labor to a sufficient amount to justify them in

choosing a committee t(j select a plan for the church building.

Mr. Peter Smith, Esq., gave a lot about seventy-five feet by

eighty-five on the west side of Broadway, on condition that it

should always be used for church purposes. On this lot, the site

of the present church, a frame building was erected by Thomas
Hurd, contractor, under the direction of the building committee,

composed of John Lydecker, Peter Smith, Tunis Smith, A. A. Tall-

man and Cornelius T. Smith. The building was thirty-two by

fifty feet, and had a tower and gallery over the entrance. The

total cost was about $2,000. It was dedicated to the service of

the Triune God, May 29, 1836, the Rev. John Knox, D. D.
,
pas-

tor of the Collegiate Reformed Church, New York city, preaching

the sermon from Exodus, 20:24, "In all places where I record

my name 1 will come unto the j, and I will bless thee." The Rev.

Alexander H. Warner, of Clarkstown, and the Rev. Isaac D. Cole

of Tappan assisted in the services.

Sabbath afternoon services were regularly conducted by the

pastor of the Clarkstown Church, and a ])rayer meeting was held

each week in the homes. At the close of one of these social re-
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ligious meetings, held in the home of Simon Van Antwerp, Feb-

ruary 9, 1838, the good people of Xyack took steps to have a

separate congregation organized in their village. A committee

was appointed to confer with the Consistory of the Clarkstown

Church, who so favorably presented their cause, that the Consist-

ory, as their minister declares— "upon mature deliberation unani-

The Reformed Church of Xvack, — 1836.

mously agreed tluvt it would tciul to the advancement of the Dutch

Churcli to have a congregation organized in the village ot Xyack

and its \'icinity." This was a striking examjile of wise and kindly

action by the mother Church. The same committee, viz.: A. A.

Tallman, Henry Hause and Cornelius T. Smith, were appointed

to present a memorial to the Classis of Paramus at its session

April 10, asking that a Church be organizeil at Xyack. Classis
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unanimously (granted tlu' rc(|iu'st, and ajipointcd the Revs. Wil-

helnius Eltingr, Isaac 1). CoK- and P. ). (^)uick a committee to

ettcct tlic or^^ani/ation, wliicli was tlnuv April 24, 1S38. '1 he new

Church was composed of twenty-two members, received from

C'larkstown. The first officers were, elders, Tunis Smith, Peter

Smith antl Ahrani A. Tallnian; deacons, Henry Hause, Cornelius

C. J^lauvelt and hdward I'V-lter. The number of elders and dea-

cons was increased to four each, in the following' year, and that

number has since been retained.

The Rev. Philip M. Brett, D. D.

Supplies for the ])ulpit were jiroxided by Classis for alternate

Sabbaths, till the autumn, when the

Rev. Philij) ]\I. Brett was called to

be the first pastor. He was ordained

and installed September 13, 1838, the

sermon being' preached by Mr. Brett's

grandfather, the Rev. Philip Mille-

doler, D. I)., president of Rutgers

L'ollege. The growth of the Church

during Dr. Brett's pastorate of four

vears, justified the action of the

l)rethren who had asked for the or-

ganization, for the membership in-

creased to about eighty, and most

of the additions were on confes-
The Rev. PHiLir Jvl. Brett, D. D. . _ . , m i i i n i

sion of faith. ill health compelled

Dr. Brett to seek a warmer climate. He was therefore

released from this charge August 2, 1841, and went to St.

Thomas, one of the West India islands, and became pastor of

the Reformed Dutch Church there. In 1846 he returned to New-

York and was pastor of the Mount Pleasant Reformed Church for

five years, and then served the Reformed Church of Tompkins-

ville, Staten Island, till his death in i860.

'TJ)r. Brett was born in New York city in 181 8. He received

both his classical and theological education at New Brunswick,

graduated from the Theological Seminary in 1838, and the same

year was licensed by the Classis of New York. 'He was a very

successful and able minister,' says the Rev. Dr. James M.

Mathews, 'of an elevated tone ot piety, of great consistency of
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character, universally belovetl, and respected. He cherished a

peculiar fondness for the g'reat leading doctrines of grace, which

formed a prominent staple of his discourses. He had a clear,

lucid nuntl, and his ministrations were greatly blessed. ' His only

son, the Re\'. Cornelius Brett, D. D. , is pastor of the Bergen Re-

formed Church, which he has served most efticientlv since 1876."*

']'he Rf.v. Charles S. Haceman, D. I).

The second pastor was the Rev. Charles S. Hageman,who was

ordained and installed September 27, 1842, and continuetl to be

pastor till December, 1852. During his pastorate the village grew,

and the Reformed Church received its full share of increase. The

membership increased to 124, and the

number of families from 60 to 105.

This growth necessitated the enlarge-

ment of the church building. The

seating capacity was increased by

putting in side galleries, and later by

inclosing the porch, but still there

was need of more room, and the en-

largement of the building was under-

taken in 1850. It was moved to

the rear of the lot and raised, and

a basement constructed for the

use of the Sabbath school and

prayer meetings, a larger tower

was built, additions nine feet wide

were put on each side of the building, and the side galleries were

removed. The church was re-dedicated January 7, 1851, the Rev.

George W. Bethune, D. D.
,
preaching the sermon from Psalm

27:4. The cost of the rebuilding was about $8,500, most of which

sum was raised by an offering at the dedicatory service and the

sale of pews, but a balance of about $1,500 was provided by David

D. and Tunis Smith, who were given possession of seventeen un-

sold pews till the money should be refunded.

The tirst pastor lived with his mother-in-law, at the south-

west corner of Broadway and Second avenue, but a parsonage was

built for Mr. Hageman on Cedar street, at the end of Church

street, which was occupied by him and his successors till i860.

Mr. Hageman left Nyack to accept a call to the Second Reformed
• Editorial Addenda.

The Rev. C. S. Hageman, D. D.
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Chmvli of I'.)u-lila'i-|)sic, X. \'., wIutc he lal.orc.l till 1870, wlu'n
lie l.ccaiiu' pastor of (Ir- Second RcloniuHl Church of iM-fohold,
N. j. That charge hv ,<-ave up in 187S, wlu-n he rrturiuMl to
Nvack, and formally years preached nearly every Sabbath as stated
sui)ply of Churches in the vicinity. 1-or the last live years lie has
been a regular worshipper in the church where he beg-an his minis-
try fifty-eio;ht years ago. Rutgers College honored him with the
degree of I). ])., in 1862. His old friends and friends of later
years honor him for his faithfulness in the pulpit and in the pew,
anil lor his ])o\vers of mind and heart.

The Kkv. Bknjamin Van Zandt, D. D.

After an interim of about a month, the Rev. Benjamin \'an
Zaiuit was called, and was soon
active as ]iastor, though he was not

installed till April 19, 1853. His
former charges had l>een Union Vil-

lage, N. v., from 1836 to 1842, and
Kinderhook, N. Y., from 1842 to

1853. During his pastorate the Church
was incorporated, August 2, 1855,

and the same year the largest addition

to the membership in any one year

thus far (twenty-one) was reported

to Classis. Mr. Van Zandt in-

terested himself in the establish-

ment of Rockland Female Institute,

in Nyack, and ceased to be pastor,

June 13, 1856, in order to become president of the school
he had been instrumental in founding. This position he held two
years, and then was pastor of Presbyterian Churches in the West
till 1862, when he became pastor of the Reformed Churches of
Canajoharie and Sprakers, N. ¥., and in 1869 moved to Leeds,
N. Y. Here he served the Reformed Church as pastor till his re-

tirement in 1878, after which he resided in Catskill, till he was
called home, October 14, 1895, in the 87th year of his age. The
degree of D. D. was conferred upon him by his A/ma Mater, Union
College, in 1866.

"A sturdy theologian, he stood always a valiant defender of
the faith. Thoroughly informed upon matters of Church polity,

The Rev. Benj. Van Zandt, D. D.
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he insisted upon law and order. In liis best days he was an ele-

gant writer, anil was recognized as a preacher of more than

ordinary ability. His sermons were carefully prepared, and were

clear and strong in thought. Me had niucli energ\' anil executive

ability. Possessed of gravity and dignity, he yet was genial with

friends and faithful in friendships. Up to the last his>one thought

was for the kingdom of Christ, and the glory of the Redeemer."*

The Rev. Daxiei, Lord, M. I).

The fourth pastor was the Rev. Daniel Lord, who was settled

in ^Lu"ch, 1S57. This was a year of remarkable revi\als in this

region, ami this C"hurch shared in the blessing. April seventh, twen-

ty-nine members were received on

confession of faith, and seven by

certificate. lliis is the largest ac-

cession l>y confession that the Ch arch

has ever received at one time, and

notwithstanding the lapse of fortv-

three years, nine of these persons

are still members of this church.

During the three years of i\h-. Lord's

pastorate, ninety-six new meml)ers

were added to the Church, theSabliath

school increased from 115 to 200, and

the number of families from 105 to

133. I\Ir. Lord came to Nyack

from Henderson, N. Y., and in ]\hiy,

i860, returned to the same charge,

pastor of that church for the third time. His other charges were

Piermont, X. V., from 1847 to 1850; North (Congregational, Bridge-

port, Conn., from 1864 to I 869; Presbyterian, Chicago, from 1869

to 1873; Union Church, Jordansville, N. Y. , from 1881 to 1899,

where on Sabbath, September 10, 1899, while conducting the

morning service, he was stricken with apoplexy, and passed from

the sanctuary to his reward, in the eighty-eighth year of his age. f
In the first forty years of its existence the Church in Nyack

exhibited remarkable promptness in filling the pulpit, whenever it

became vacant. In four out of five instances a new pastor

* Editorial Addenda. See Minutes of Synod, \'ol. XVIII, p. 491.

fSee history of Piermont, in this vohuiie.

The Rkv. Danikl L,ord, M. D.

In 1878, he became the
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was called within two mmiths aftrr the vacancy occurred.

TiiK kK\. IkiAH Makvin.

In i860 the Rev. L'riah Marvin of lirooklyn accepted a call to

Xvack before the former pastor had left. In this there was no

disrespect to the retirins^;- |)astor, but zeal to till his i)lace. .Mr.

Mar\in had been pastor ot the Reformed Church in Union \'illage,

X. \'., from 1848 to 1855, and of the Greenwich Reformed

Church, in New \'ork city, from 1855 to 1858. During his pas-

torate in Nyack the congregation, Church membership and .Sabbath

school continued to increase in numbers, and there was marked in-

crease in contributions both for benevolent and cong'regational

l)urposes. He ceased to be pastor

October i, 1870, and moved to

^^^^ I roy, X. Y. . \vhere he lived with-

C-'^^I^^L
out charge till Xoveniber 28, 1898,

'.
' ;;|^^k when he dietl, aged nearly 83 years.

'^**
"^^^B

.i;\]-,. .Marvin was born in Al-

^, ^^^^H bany, N. \'.. January y, 18 16. Fie

graduated from Cnion College in

1825. Immediately after his gradu-

ation he studied law and was

admitted to the l)ar in Xew York

in 1839. In 1844 he heard the

call to the ministry, and entered

Princeton Theological Seminary,

from which he was graduated.

In 1846 he was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of

Trov. His two sons. Rev. Dr. Frederick R. Marvin of Albany,

and Rev. Dwight E. Marvin of Germantown, Philadelphia, are

successful and well known ministers in the denominations in which

they labor. It is said of Mr. Marvin that, 'he always took great in-

terest in the Church, and the kingdom of God throughout the

world. He was unostentatious in manner, widely respected as an

upright Christian citizen, and leaves behind him many pleasant re-

membrances of Christian service.
'

"' *

During the ten years of Mr. Marvin's pastorate, the Church

did not own a parsonage. The one built in 1842 was sold in i860,

and part of the price was applied to reimburse David D. and
* See Minutes of Synod, Vol. XVIII, p. 560.

The Rev. Uri.^h M.\rvin.
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Tunis Smith for money paid in 185 1, to balance the cost of re-

building- the church, and the other part of the price, $1,200, was

kept till 1865, when it was used in rejiairing- the church. The

last four years Mr. Marvin occupied the house in the rear of the

church, which was rented for him. In October, 1870, this house

and lot were purchased by the Consistory, to obtain land for an

addition to the church building-, which was not large enough to ac-

commodate the growing congregation. An addition of sixteen

feet was built on the rear of the church, providing needed space

for the audience, an organ and choir loft in the southwest corner,

and a pastor's study and robing room in the northwest corner.

The amount expended was about $13,000. The house pur-

chased was used as a residence for the successive pastors, till

April, 1888, when one more desirable was provided by leasing

Mrs. Stevenson's house on Broadway, corner of Hudson avenue,

which continued to be the pastor's residence through the century.

The Rev. Henry V. Voorhees.

In November, 1870, the Rev. Henry V. Voorhees, was called

as pastor, and he began his ministry January i, 1871, but was not

installed till April 21. During his pastorate the Church grew to

184 families, 319 members; the Sabbath school to 320 members,

and in a few years the contributions for support and benevolence

nearly doubled. But the general

tinancial depression of the "sev-

enties" weighed heavily upon some

of the most liberal friends of the

Reformed Church, and the com-

munity as well as the Church, felt

the burden seriously. Mr. Voorhees

resigned his charge April i, 1878.

His other pastorates in the Re-

formed Church werp" Geneva, N. V.,

from 1850 to 1S54; Broome street,

New Vork City, 1855; Bound Brook,

N. J., from 1858 to 1862; \Va.sh-

ington Heights, N. V., from 1863 to

1865; South Bushwick, N. Y., from

1867 to 1869. After leaving Nyack he served the Presbyterian

Churches of Princess Aniie, Md., from 1881 to 1889, and of Dela-

The Rkv. Henrv V. Voorhhes.
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ware Water Cap froin 1S91 to iSijs. lie died October 10, 1897. *

TllK KkV. Wll.I.lAM A. McC'oKKI.K., I). D.

In Oetoher, 1878, the Rev. Wm. A. McCorkle, D. D., of the

rrcsl)vterian C'luireh, was secured as stated supply, and remained

in this jiosition till April i, 1881. He occupied the parsonage,

and performed faithfully all the duties of the pastor that the Con-

stitution of our Church permitted, but the peo])le preferred an in-

stalled pastor and hence lessened their zeal for the Church.

The Rev. \\'illi.vm H. Clark, I). I).

The seventh pastor was the Rev. William H. Clark, D. D.,

who bes^ran his work here June 16, 1881, and continued it till

April I, 1886. In the first year of his pastorate he received forty-

four members into the Church on confession of faith, and forty-

two by certificate, the largest number received in any one year in

the Church's history. The Church prospered in every respect. A
revival spirit was manifested continuously, interest in missions

was greatly increased, and besides meeting the regular needs of

the Church with increased salaries, more than $4,000 was paid on

the debt for enlargement of the Church in i870.f

'l"he semi-centennial of the church building occurred while

the Church was without a pastor, but the Consistory planned and

carried out a very fitting celebration of the event. It was held

Jime 17, 1886. Dr. Clark, by request, presided at both sessions.

At the afternoon .session the Rev. Charles S. Hageman, D. D.,

gave an historical address, and at the evening session addresses

were made by all but two of the former pastors that were living,

and the Rev. CorneUus Brett, D. D., spoke of the pastorate of his

father, the only ex-pastor who had died.

The Rev. John C. Van Deventer.

In October, 1886, the congregation voted with great unanimity

to call the Rev. John C. Van Deventer, and he began his work

here November first. Both Mr. Van Deventer and Dr. Clark were

called from pastorates in this Classis, Dr. Clark coming here from

Broadway, Paterson, and Mr. Van Deventer from the old Paramus

» See an estimate of his character on page 96 of this volume, t A sketch of Dr. Clark's

life is given in tiie history of the Broadway Reformed Church, Paterson.



412 HISTORY OFTHF. CI.ASSIS OF PARAMUS

Thk Rev. J. C. Van Dkventer.

Cluircli. The unanimity manifested in the call was continued by

the people all through the six years of his pastorate. The lib-

erality of the Church for the Lord's

work in this and other lands continued

and increased, and the balance of the

old debt for the enlargement of the

church was paid. A goodly num-

ber were added to the Church by con-

fession and certiticate, and all the

services were well attentled. The

Societ)"^ of Christian Endeavor was

organized October 14, 1887, and

[iroved a great blessing to the young

people. In ^larch, 1890, a severe ill-

ness left Mr. Van Deventer with heart

disease, which caused his death,

November 8, 1892, in the forty-sixth

\ear of his age. For several months it was generally known
that his liealth would never be improved, and that any Sabbath

might be his last. On Sabbath evening, October 23, he

preached from Rev. 20:11, "And I saw a great white throne,'"

and all who he:ird him were impressed by his wortls, anil with

the thought that it was his last sermon. Such it proved to be.

His remains were laid to rest in a plot provided by the Church

in Oak Hill cemetery, Xyack. His former charges had been Cold

Spring, N. V.. from 1873 ^o 1875; Glenham. X. Y., from 1875 to

1879: Paramus, X. j., from 1879 to 1886.

'•Rev. Mr. Van Deventer was a man of superior cpialities of

heart and mind, possessing a sweet and liberal disposition. He
was also gifted with a clear analytical and logical mind. As a

preacher, he was very attractive. His sermons and his lectures

were not only vigorous and lucid, they were also presented in a

winning way, and as one has truly said, 'it was always a pleas-

ure to listen to the wortls of truth which fell from his lips'."

The resolution adopted by the Consistory of the Reformed

Church of Xyack fitly expresses the views of all who knew him.

"As a preacher he was clear and strong in thought, earnest in ex-

pression and entirely practical in the enforcement of (jod's word.

As a leader of Christs people in the various departments of Chris-

tian effort, he was })eculiarly skillful and wise, and successful in
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ori^inatiiii;- and (lc\olt)i)in!^- tlir C'liristiau acti\iti(.s of his ])(_(){, U- in

such a way ;is to srcurc the harmonious ami fniitlul co-()])cration

of all. As a pastor, tender and i)rudent,he endeared himself t(j all

his ])eoi)le, and won the respect and esteem of the community.

To know him. was to resjiect, to trust and love him."*

TiiK Ki'.v. William ]. LE(;(;Kir. Ph. I).

The ninth pastor was Re\". William [. Lei^i^ett, I'll. I), who
entereil upon his tluties April i, 1S93. His former charj^es had

been Schodack Landing-, N. Y. , from 1875 to 1882: C'laverack, N.

v., from 1882 to 1889; Belleville, N. j., from i88y to 1893. IHuin^-

his ministry the Church membership has been increased, and also

the gifts for benevolence, averaging

over $1,600 per year, and the work

of the Church has been well sus-

tained. A Junior Christian Endeavor ^^Kmm^^

society was formed May i, 1894,

which under excellent leadership is

very helpful in the spiritual training

of the children. A chapter of the

Brotherhood of Antlrew and Philip

was formed October 15, 1896, and a

Boy's Brotherhood, |anuar\- 24. 1900.

Individual communion cups were

introduced in June, 1898. For

several years the need and desire

of the people was to have a new
church and chapel, because it was ditttcult to keep the old building

in repair, and because there was need of a better Sabbath school

and prayer meeting room than the church basement. funej, 1892,

Consistory resolved, "that the time had come, when the erection

of a new church edifice should be earnestly considered," and ap-

pointed a committee to take steps in that direction. A few

months later the pastor died, and the cimmittee reported that

it was not wise to consider the matter at that time.

July 18, 1893, Consistory again appointed a committee, and

the subject of building a new church and chapel was considered

at meetings of the Consistory and of the congregation till Novem-
ber 13, 1894, when plans were approved, and the building com-

* Sfe Minutes of Synod. Vol. X\II, p. Syi.

I'HK Ki;v. W J. I,i;i.gi:tt, I'li. D.
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mittee authorized to begin the chapel when the cost, $9,000, was

subscribed and $5,000 paid in. (leneral financial depression \)ve-

vented the carrying out of these plans. A building fund was

started and augmented, l)ut no special effort was made tt) build

till October 10, 1899, when Consistory appointed a committee "to

resume the consideration of ])lans. " An impetus was given to the

project at this time by the jirobable receipt in the near future of

$15,000 under the will of Amanda Van Nostrand, widow of elder

The Reformed Church of Nvack,— 1900.

Garret Van Nostrand, which sum was received by Consistory in

June, 1900. New plans were ajiproved March 20, 1900.

The old parsonage in the rear of the church was demolished

June 26, and on its site the foundation walls of the chapel were

begun August 9, 1900. The building was completed and dedi-

cated without one cent of debt December 19 of the same year, at

a cost of $10,000, including furnishing; $2,120 of which came

from the Van Nostrand legacy, and the balance was given by the

congregation. The sermon at the dedicatory service was preached

from Psalm 118:25, by the Rev. Charles S. Hageman, I). D., who,
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as pastor, tiltv \(.'ais bclort', Jamiary 7, 1S51, iircsidfd at tlie

rc-clt.'(licatii)n of Ihc cnhir^ed cliurcli llllil(li^<,^

In tla- sixty-two years ot" its existence this ("luirch has re-

ceixed on confession of faith, 612 nienihers, and on certificate,

512. 'I'lic i>i\-sent niend)ershi]) is ^()^. The Church lias l)een

blessetl with faithliil and t-flicicnt pastors, with capal)le and de-

voted oflicers, and with hrlpful antl consecrated members, both

male and female. This brief oiithne points out some facts in the

historvof this ( 'hurch, but the inerrant lecord is written in heaven.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF PIERMONT

The Rkv. William C. Stlit, D. D.

THE first Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in Piermont was

organized on January 27, 1839; the first elders chosen were

Abraham U. Vervalen and William I^awrence, and the first dea-

cons Eleazar Lord and Cornelius I. Elauvelt. The original mem-
l)ers were received from the Tappan Church by certificate. The

names are as follows : On January 27, 1S39, Mr. and Mrs.

Eleazar Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius L Blauvelt, Mr. and Mrs.

Hezekiah C. Seymour, Abraham D. Vervalen and William Law-

rence. To these were added on May 31, Mr. and Mrs. John S.

Verbryck, Mr. and Mrs. John G. Blauvelt, Nathan S. Lord, Mar-

garet Copeland, wife of David Clark; Ann Eliza Blauvelt, wife of

Isaac M. Dederer; Eleanor Blauvelt, wife of John G. Blauvelt;

Martha Sickles, wife of (}arret
J.

Blauvelt; and on confession of

faith, Rachel Haring, wife of J.
M. Gahagan; on October 4,

1839, Catharine M. C. Gahagan, and Jane Van Blarcom;

on January 31, 1840, INL". and Mvs. James I. Blauvelt and Mrs.

Thomas E. Blanch; on lanuary 5, Elizabeth \'licrl)0()m, wife of

Aaron Banta; on October 2, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 1. Blauvelt; on

October 4, Jt)lm I. IMauvelt; June 4, 1841, Isaac M. Dederer, on

confession, and on October 4, 1841, on certificate, Mr. and Mrs.

Silas Miller, and Ann Lockwood, wife of Ezekiel Miller.

The first communion was administered on June 2, 1839, the

Rev. Dr. Cornelius C. Vermeule, stated sujiply, from May, 1839,

to September, 1842, officiating. "Dr. Vermeule was pastor of the

Harlem Reformed Church from 18 16 to 1836, when he resigned

his pastorate because of ill health. He is said to have been a

good preacher, an earnest, faithful pastor of more than usual mod-

esty and hundlity of spirit, and of great tenilerness ami sensibility
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of feeling'. " * His services at Piermoiit were not only accepta-

ble, but fruitful of blessing and gootl.

The first child baptized was Louise, the daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Hezekiah C. Seymour, on September 8, 1839. -^^ ^^rs.

Louise Sej'mour Houghton, she is well-known at this date(i90i)

The Reformed Church of Piermont,— 1850.

as a writer of books, and as the editor of the jYeza York Evan-
gelist.

The first recorded marriage was that of William H. Whiton
and Sarah Pierson, daughter of Eleazar Lord, on October 21, 1845.

Mr. and ]\Irs. Whiton are still living (1901) in Piermont. They
have always been substantial helpers of the Church.

The first church building was on the slope of the hill just be-

* Dr. Mandevilles Historical Discourse. 1.S75.
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low the station of the Northern Railroad of New Jersey, and it

answered the needs of the cons^regation for ten years. The jn'esent

building- was ereeted in 1850 at a cost of $5,000.

The Rev. Cornelius E. Crispell, D. D.

The Rev. Dr. Crispell's ministry in Spring- Valley brings him
into more elaborate notice in another part of this volume. He
was ordained and installed September 27, 1842, as the first pastor

of the Piermont Church. In 1847 he deemed it his duty to accept

a call to another parish. At his examination for ordination, the

deputy of the Synod expressed his "entire satisfaction with the

ready manner in which the candidate gave answers to the ques-

tions presented to him." In those early years he laid the founda-

tion of that Biblical and theological learning which inade him in

after years a strong defender of the Calvinistic faith. The Pier-

mont people have grateful memories of his practical work and espec-

ially of his preaching, which was vital with the doctrines of grace,

every sermon being wrought out with care and labor, and aiming

to tell the whole counsel of God, to strengthen faith and to win

souls. As a theological teacher in Hope College in later years,

and as a writer of occasional articles in defence of the truth, Dr.

Crispell has made the Church his debtor. On the sixtieth anni-

versary of the Piermont Church, Dr. Crispell in his address referred

to the early composition of the Church as a blend of different

types of piety. One type fashioned by the Dutch and another by

the Westminster standards, the one a native element and the other

imported from New England, and both strong in the orthodox

faith. Dr. Vermeule for a few years strengthened the people in

the faith, and the Rev. Augustus C. Thompson (now the venerable

Dr. Thompson, of Boston,) for a few months gave them the strong

meat of God's word. Under such truth and preaching as Dr.

Crispell showed, the people were "more than ordiiiarily impressed

with the divine constitution of the Church. " In their opinion "it

stood firm for all family divine rights and duties and tor all civil

divine rights and duties as taught in the Scriptures, but it was

properly jealous of all associations formed merely for social inter-

course and mutual assistance. It would have no association of

men, at its option, take the lead of or excel the Church in works

of piety and beneficence, nor would it allow its own labors of love
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to l)r drawn asidi- iVoni the spccialt \' of llu- In miscIh ild ol lailli; as

tlu' Apostle launiit: 'Do j^ood unto all men, cspcciall)' iinio the

household of I'aitl:," Dr. ('rispell showed in his address that tlie

small l)od\ of people in the I'ierinonl ( 'hurc h at the l)c,<;inninj;-

was "iinpressed with the di\ine heailship ol tlie ('hureh and

anointed 1)\- the I 1()1\- Spirit, and held the doctrines of ( iod's woi'd

as inslruiiieiitall \' powerful to sa\i-" and he pleade'd that it iniL^hl

al\va\s inas'"nifv its ori<'inal characteristics.

I'liK Rv.y. Daniki. I.okd, M. D.

( )n ( )ctober 5, 1S47, the Rew Daniel Lord was ordained and

installed as the pastor. During- Ins hriel' pastorate, the huildiny

of a new church was mooted and linally accoin])lished in 1850,

uuiler his successor.

Dillerences arising- in reg"ard to the site of the echlke, those

w'lio ])referrcd the hill side to the present site on the S])arkill

creek, organized a I'resbyterian Church, and worshiiied in it ior

.several j-ears. It was finally closed, and most of its members re-

turned to the Reformed Church. (Jn May 17, 1850, Air. Lord

resii^ned. He was a man greatly behaved because of his s})iritu-

ality and zeal. He died at Jordanville, N. \'., September 10,

1898. "He was born in the city of New York, April i, 1822. His

parents were Benjamin [>ord and Hetty Vanderwart. The Rev.

Henjanun Lord, D. 1)., who for seventeen years was pastor of the

First Church of Norwich, Conn., was his great-great-grandfather.

He graduated with honor in 1844, from the University of Penn-

sylvania, and from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick in

1847. After years of serx'ice in the ministry, to increase his use-

fulness in the parishes in wduch he labored he (jualitied himself,

by taking a full course of medical instruction, for the duties of a

practicing physician. His c[ualitications were such that he l)e-

came physican-in-chief of the South Side Dis])ensary, Chicago, and

occupied the position for {i\'e years, from 1873 to 1878, wdien he

returned to the people of his second charge at Hen_derson, N. \'.,

and during the latter years of his life officiated in the neighboring-

village of )ordan\'ille with great acce})tal)leness and usefulness.

While thus engaged, having announced the hymn, 'Nearer my
God to Thee," he was stricken with apoplexy, and in a few minutes
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Thk Rev. J. RoMEYN Berry, D. D.

passed from the church on earth to the upper sanctuary. " *

The Rev.
J.
Romeyx Berry, D. D.

On August 27, 1850, the Rev.
J.

Ronieyn Berry was ordained

and installed in the new church, which

had been erected at a cost of $5,000,

of which sum $1,000 was contributed

by the Collegiate Church of New York,

to be returned if the Piermont Church

should ever cease to be under the care

of the Synod of the Dutch Church.

On INIarch 16, 1852, Mr. Berry was

called to Syracuse, the Consistory

testifying in a recorded minute that

his ministry hail been "edifying and of

great good to the Redeemer's cause."

"Dr. Berry was born near Hack-

ensack, N. J., in 1827. He was a grand-

son of the Rev. James V. C. Romeyn.

D. D., graduated from Rutgers College in 1847, from the Theo-

logical Seminary at New Brunswick in 1850, and was licensed the

same year by the Classis of Bergen. He was ordained in the Re-

formed Church of Piermont, and after serving the Church a year,

accepted a call to the Reformed Church of Syracuse. X. Y. In

1857 he removed to Kinderhook, where he remained un-

til 1863, when he assumed the pastorate of the Third Re-

formed Church of jersey City, since known as the Park Re-

formed Church. Here a successful ministry of five years was

brought to a close, because of the failing health of his wife. From

1869 to 1870 he served the Church of Fishkill Landing, and then

was called to the Presbyterian Church of Montclair, X. J.
Here

he remained until 1887 when he accepted a call to the Reformed

Church of Rhinebeck, of which he was pastor at the time of his

death. He died at Hotel Bristol, Asbury Park, June 5, 1891, in

the sixty-ninth year of his age.

Dr. Berry as President of the Synod of 1890, opened the Synod

of 1 89 1, June third, preached the Synodical sermon in the even-

ing, attended the communion service the following evening, was

taken .seriously sick in the m'ght and the next day expired at 8

• See Minutes of .Synod, Vol. XIX, p. ,^96
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o'clock ]). m. Ik' was a man of tine personal appearance, ot ex-

cellent qualities of niiinl ami heart, and thorou«chly furnished for

his ministerial work. As a ])reacher he was instructive, a.s a

pastor, faithful, and as a friend, beUned.''^^

TnK Rkv. Jacob West, D. I).

On Augu.st 24, 1852, having^ been duly called and installed,

the Rev. Jacob West bej^^an his work as pastor. His resignation

took effect on April 20, 1856.

"At the installation services the sermon was preached by the

Rev. William H. Van Doren. The form was read and the charge

to the jiastor delivered by the Rev. Ferdinand H. Vanderveer and

the charge to the people was given

by the Rev. Charles S. Hageman.

The relation thus formed was of

short duration continuing only un-

til April 20, 1856.

"Dr. West was born in 1818,

and died January 22, 1890. He re-

ceived his preparatory education at

Gallupville, Schoharie county, X. Y.

,

graduated from Rutgers College in

1842, and from the Theological ^
Seminary at New Brunswick in 1845, -^

during which year he was licensed

by the Classis of Albany and or- j.„^- j^j,.^ ,.-^^..,. v. .....u. u.

dained by the Classis of Schoharie

at Middleburgh, X. Y. His pastoral service continued for

twenty-three years; seven of these were spent at Middleburgh,

four at Piermont, and twelve at East Brooklyn. Bedford avenue.

In 1868 he was appointed corresponding secretary of the Board

of Domestic Missions, in which position he remained until

January, 1888. When his resignation was accepted he was en-

titled honorary secretary, and until his death counseled with

and labored for the Board as opportunity required.

"Dr. West was an eminently sincere, spiritually-minded be-

liever in the Lord Jesus Christ, profoundly interested in the sal-

vation of souls and the building up of the Redeemer's Kingdom.

He will be remembered for hard work faithfully performed, and

* See Minutes of Synod, vol. XVII. p. 647.
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that told more upon steady progress tliaii through su(hleu and

startling results."' *

The Rev. A. D. Lawrence Jewett.

On November i, 1856, the Rev. A. I). Lawrence jewett en-

t ered on his duties as pastor, having been ordained and installed

by the Classis on September 15. Mr. Jewett resigned on Septem-

ber 5, 1859, in consequence of illness. Though Dr. jewett was
subsequently a pastor and did a large work, his health was never

secure, and in the last years of his life he was a chronic invalid.

He was a warm-hearted, enthusiastic man, and an intense and

eloquent preacher.

"He was educated at Williams College, and graduated from

the I'rinceton Theolog-ical Seminary in 1854. He came to Pier-

mont from the Presbytery of Luzerne. He was subsequently pas-

tor of the First Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick, N. J., for

six years, the relation terminating in 1874. The latter part of his

life he resided with his daughter in New York. He died Satur-

day, April 30, i898."'f

The Rev. Henry E. Decker.

On the first Sunday of April, i860, the Rev. Henry K. Decker

began his pastorate after the usual

call and installation, and resigned

on July I, 1865, to accept an ap-

pointment as a Missionary of the

Domestic Board. He graduated from

Williams College in 1854, from the

Theological Seminary at New
Brunswick in 1857, antl the same

year was licensed, ordained and

installed by the Classis 01 Rens-

selaer, as pastor of the Reformed

Church of New Concord, Columbia

county, N. Y. This Church was

previously a Congregational organi-

zation and Mr. Decker was its first

pastor after its change of ecclesiastical jiolity and faith. His pastorate

here was terminated by his acceptance of the call from Piermont.

* See Minuies of Synod, vol. XVII, p. 193. t Editorial .-addenda.

Tni: Rkv. Hknry K. Dkckkr.
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lie afUTwanls sirxcd in (Irand Kapids, Miclii^^an; Havana,

Illinois; Davenport, Iowa; ami in 1875 returned to Sparkill, near

Piennont, and opened a private seliool. Subsequently he was

pastor in Blauveltville, I'Morida, Turin antl Lyon Falls, all in the

state of New York. Ileiliedin 1893.

The Rev. Augustus I''. I'onn.

The successor of Air. Decker was the Rev. Auja^ustus F. Todd,

who was called from Athens, Pa., in

October, 1865, and installed January

3, 1866.

"The occasion was of peculiar

interest, because of those who took

jnirt in the services. The preacher

was Mr. Todd"s brother, the Rev.

John A.- Todd, D. D., of Tarrytown,

N. Y. The charge to the pastor was

by the Rev. George J.
Van Neste,

then of West New Hempstead, and

the charge to the people, by the Rev.

John Steele, D. D. , then of Paterson.

These brethren, together with the

pastor-elect, were all from the First

Church of Somerville, N. J., and had been brought to a knowledge

of the truth through the ministrations of the same pastor, the Rev.

Abraham Messier, D. D., while the president of Classis, the Rev.

George M. S. Blauvelt of Tappan, was from the neighboring

Church of Lamington, of which his father was pastor.

"Mr. Todd w^as born in Somerville in 1826, spent his boy-

hood on a farm, and at eighteen years of age, when an apprentice

to the carpenter's trade, made confession of his faith in Christ, and

three years later was made a deacon. His preparation for college

was under the instruction of Mr. Thompson, now the Rev. John

B. Thompson, D. D., who was then in charge of the Classical

school at Somerville. He graduated from Rutgers College in 1855

and from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick in 1858.

His pastorates have been at Athens, Pa., seven years; Piermont.

six years; Boonton, N. J., one year; Bloomingburg and Wurts-

boro. Orange county, N. Y., eight years; Schoharie, N. Y.,

four years; South Bound Brook, N. J., two years, his pastorate here

The Rev. Augustus F. Todd.
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ending in 1886. He has since been without charge, but much
of the time engaged as supply. He resides not far from his

boyhood home at Dunellen, N. J.
In all his pastorates Mr.

7 odd's labors have been owned of God and graciously blessed."

While there was no special spiritual awakening during his

ministry at Piermont, there were a goodly number of accessions as

the years went by, bearing testimony of a workman that needs

not to be ashamed.

For several months in 1871 the condition of Mr. Todd's

throat disabled him from preaching, and caused him to resign his

charge. He preached his farewell sermon, October 8, 1871.

The Rev. William C Stitt, D. D.

The Rev. William C. Stitt, D. D. , was called from the Presbyter-

ian Church of johnsonsburgh, N. |. He began his labors on the first

Sunday of May, 1872, and was installed on June 18. In 1873,

the sum of $11,000 was expended on the enlargement of the

Church. As the records state : "the building was completed,

the money paid, and the house opened for service on December
30." A large gathering in the Church was addressed by former

pastors and others, and a historical address was made by Elder

John W. Ferdon. In the evening. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr. , of

New York, preached. Special thanks

were given to the building com-

mittee, Messrs.
J.

W. Ferdon,

Brewster Valentine, Isaac M. Ded-

erer and William H. Whiton, and

to all who had given money and

time to the work. Of the sum ex-

pended $7,000 was given by Mr.

Ferdon. In 1879 $3>ooo was ex-

pended in building a lecture room
in the rear of the church.

"Dr. Stitt was born in Phila-

delphia, Pa., in 1833, graduated

from the College of New Jersey

in 1826 and from Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary in i860. Having been licensed by the Presby-

tery of Philadelphia he supplied the Presbyterian Church of

The Rev. Willi.\m C. Stitt, D. D.
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Georgetown, D.C, for a eouple of years, and was ordained at

Hagerstown, Maryland, May 13, 1863, from whence after a five

years' pastorate lie went in 1868 to Johnsonsburgh, N.
J.

His

jKistorate here of about three years, was followed by his pastorate

at Piermont, which, beginning- May i, 1872, was not terminated

until February 9, 1887. It proved a successful pastorate, u])build-

ing the Church and bringing many souls to Christ. In 1889 he

receivetl the honorary degree of Doctor of I)i\inity from Princeton

University." *

After this long pastorate of very nearly fifteen years in Pier

mont. Dr. Stitt resigned on the latter date, to accept a call to tlie

Presbyterian Church of Hazleton, Pa., and on April i, 1888, he

became the secretary of the American Seamen's Friend Society in

New York, an office which he still holds, (1901).

The Rev.
J. Russell Verbrvcke.

The Rev. J. Russell Verbrycke was called from the Reformed

Church of Preakness, N. J., in March,

1887. He received both his classical

and theological education at New
Brunswick, graduating from the Theo-

logical Seminary in 1884. The Church

of Piermont was his second charge.

During his pastorate the interior

of the Church was decorated and re-

carpeted, and a two-manual pipe organ

placed in the recess behind the pulpit.

Later the church was newly roofed

with slate. The first parsonage was

built on the hill in 1847, enlarged

in 1849 and sold in 1857. In (860

the present parsonage was built at a

cost of $3,000. In Mr. Verbryck's pastorate, the parsonage

was raised, roofed and beautified, within and without, and

completed free of debt. In December, 1893, he accepted a call

to the Gurley ^lemorial Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.

C, where he remains, (1901).

The Rev. Edward S. R.\lstox.

On May 21, 1894, the Rev. Edward S. Ralston was called to

* Editorial Addenda.

The Rev. J. Russell Verbycke
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the pastorate to take effect on April i. As he had been supply-

ing- the pulpit before, the formal call could be put in his hands.

On January 27 and 29, 1899, INIr. Ralston arranged for a cel-

ebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the Church. On the twen-

ty-seventh a reception was held in the lecture room, the main fea-

tures of which were music and readings, and addresses by the

Rev. Drs. W. C. StittandW. J.
Leggett. On the twenty-ninth, be-

sides elaborate music, addresses were made by Drs. Crispell and

Stitt in the morning, and in the evening historical sketches were

given, first, of the Consistory, by Elder Charles Williams; of the

THE PARSONAGE.

Sabbath school by Miss A. E. Haring; of the Christian Endeavor

Society, by Samuel S. Jessup; of the King's Daughters, by Miss

Julia Jessup; of the Missionary Society, by Mrs. E. S. Ralston; and

of the Junior Christian Endeavor Society, by Miss Mary Jessup.

Letters were read from the Revs. Daniel Lord, M. D., A. F. Todd

and ]. R. Verbrycke and there were addresses and letters from

neighboring pastors.

On April 22, 1900, Mr. Ralston resigned to accept the assist-

ant pastorship of the Collegiate Reformed Church of Harlem.

Resolutions of the Consistory showed that both Mr. and Mrs.



iiisroKV til' '1 III- ciirki iiKS 427

Edward '^. Kai.ston.

Ralston wore held in hi.iL^h esteem and deep affecti(jn. Hesides ]\Ir.

Ralstons affectionate work in the ])id])it, he was a power for j^ood

in the \'illaL;e Improvement Asso-

ciation, and left his work as a

citizen of puhlie s])irit, who could

be dcjiended upon for courageous

leadership.

"He was born in Boston. [Mas-

sachusetts. His parents are Edward

Ralston and Elizabeth Stanley. He
was educated for and jiracticed as

a lawyer. He received his theo-

logical education at Lane Seminary,

Cincinnati, Ohio, and was f)rdained

by a Congregational Council in

April. 1886, as pastor of the Churcli

at Newport, Kentucky, from whence

he went to Plymouth I'hurch. Lincoln. Nebraska, and from

thence to the Presbyterian Church of Aspen, Colorado. This

was his last charge previous to his settlement at Piermont.
""*

The Rev. Howard C. Hasbkouck.

On September 5, 1900, the Rev. Howard C. Hasbrouck, of

Peapack, N. J., was called to the pastorate, and on November 12,

was installed pastor, the Rev. Dr. William C. Stitt delivering the

ch'irge to the pastor and the Rev. Pxiward S. Ralston the charge

to the people. Before his installation the parsonage was repaired

and a new well sunk, the church painted, and electric lights put in.

Among the elders of the Church who have passed away men-

tion must be made of ^Ir. Silas Miller, who died in 1866, for more
than twenty-live years a wise counselor, a consistent Christian

and a lovable man; of Mr. Alexander Main, who died in 1884. a

thoughtful, well-read and genial man; of the Hon. John \\'.

Ferdon, who died in 1886, a member of the state legislature, of

the Eorty-sixth Congress, useful as the secretary and president of

the Rockland County Bible Society, as a member of the Board of

Domestic ^Missions" of the Board of Superintendents of the Theo-

logical Seminary, and as treasurer of the Church; a devoted friend

of the Church and a generous supporter of its work; of Isaac I\L

* Editorial Addenda.
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Diederer, who died in t888, an honest, saintly man, whose long

and faithful service as a Christian and an elder impressed the world

as well as the Church; and of James

Auryansen, who died in 1900, a

simple-hearted, devout, earnest

Christian, and as such uni\'ersalh-

respected.

The Piermont Church has been

noted for its general intelligence and

social character. Its pastors have

enjoyed visiting it after entering up-

on other fields of labor, and were sure

of a hearty welcome, As Piermont is

virtually a suburb of New York, the

floating character of much of its pop-

ulation hinders the Church's growth thk kkv. Howard c. Hashrouck.

and makes it subject to vicissitudes.

Under the circumstances it has held together remarkably well,

the people loving each other, standing by the Church and sup-

porting its ordinances and its pastors with generous self-sacrifice.

How much it has owed to a long line of godly women, who can

tell.^ Mrs. I. M. Diederer and Mrs. C. W. Miller as types of these,

belong to the history of the Church, and their names are as oint-

ment poured forth. To pastors" wives also belong some of the

credit of the prosperity the Church has enjoyed. But to God be

all the glory for the work achieved, for it is His spirit who has

made the Church a strength to its members and a blessing to the

communitv.



THE

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH OF PIERMONT

BY

The RK\^ Tiieodork W. Wei.lks, D. D.

THE Second Reformed Cliurch of Piermont, N. Y. , was organ-

ized December i8, 1851. The organization was in com-

pliance with a request addressed to the Chissis of Paramus con-

vened in extra session in the First Presbyterian Church at Pier-

mont. The request was very concise and in manner following :

To THE Reverend, the Classis of Paramus :

We, the undersigned, ot^cers and members of the First Pres-

byterian Church and congregation in Piermont. N. Y. , respectfully

request the Classis of Paramus to receive them under its care as

the Second Protestant Reformed Dutch Church of Piermont; and
they hereby present a call to the Rev. William H. Van Doren to

be their pastor. They trust that the Reverend Classis will grant

their request and take such measures as will secure to them the

object of their call.

Dated November 6, 1851.

Signed : Eleazer Lord, Henry Fitch, F. F. Frost, John I.

Elauvelt, John H. Blauvelt, Lewis Van Woert, AL S. Seymour.

The First Presbyterian Church of Piermont, when this appli-

cation to be received under the care of the Classis was made,

could not have been organized a very long time, as the minutes of

Synod for 1850 make mention of seventeen communicants dis-

missed from the Reformed Church of Piermont "to form a Pres-

byterian Church in Piermont." The cause of this defection was

a controversy in relation to the site of a new church edihce.

Those who were dismissed from the Reformed Church of Pier-

mont were opposed to building where the church now stands.

The petitioners were therefore simply returning from whence they
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had recently strayed, thereby revealing a higher wisdom than some

others have manifested.

llie Classis after due deliberation, adopted the following- :

''Resolved, first. That the request of the officers and members
of the First Presbyterian Church of Piermont be granted, and that

the present elders exercise their oftices in conformity with the rules

of the Reformed Dutch Church.

Resolved, second. That the Classis holds its next stated session

in the Second Reformed Dutch Church of Piermont, instead of

at Nyack, the third Tuesday of April, 1852.

Resolved, third, That the religious services of the Classis be
held in the evening instead ot in the morning, and that the instal-

lation of the Rev. W. H. Van Doren take place at that time."

The Rev. William H. Van Dokex, D. D.

In compliance with this action, Classis met in the Second Re-

formed Church of Piermont Tuesday, April 20, 1852. The Rev.

William Howard Van Doren was received from the South Classis

of New York, and the call of the Second Reformed Church of

Piermont having been approved by Classis, was placed in his

hands and he signified his acceptance of the same.

Installation services were held in the evening. The Rev. A.

B. Winfield preached the sermon. The Rev. Charles S. Hageman
and the Rev. Isaac Van Doren, father of the pastor who was being

installed, took part in the devotional exercises, by invitation of

Classis.

The pastoral relation thus formed, continued only a couple

of years. April 18, 1854, it was formally dissolved by action of

Classis and ^^Ir. Van Doren, at his request, was dismissed to the

Classis of New York.

The Church when organized reported fifteen families and

seventeen members. During the short pastorate of Mr. \'an Doren

there was a gain of five families, twelve persons were received into

the communion of the Church and five dismissed to other

Churches. The membership of the Church at the close of Mr.

Van Doren's pastorate, was twenty-four. He was the only pastor

the Church ever had, as April 17, 1855, in compliance with the

request of the Church, the organization was disbanded by Classis.

During the Church's brief life it was repiesented in Classis by

Elder Eleazer Lord and Elder F. F. Frost.

The Rev. William Howard \'an Doren, son of the Rev. Isaac
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Van Doren, was one of fourteen children, nil of whom wen- heirs

of the l-)roniise. Anion,^- these were the Kcv. |ohii I,. \'aii Doren,
of the Kpiscopal fhureh, and the Rev. Luther II. \'an Doren,
who died in 1876, while pastor of the Reformed e'iiurch at Mid-
dletown, N. j. His mother was a dau^-hter of Luther Halsey, an
oflieer with the rank of major under \\'ashin,<^ton in the Re\-olu-

tion. Four ot lier brothers were in the ministry, one of whom, the

Rev. Abram (). Halsey, I). 1)., was i)astor of the Reformed
Churches of North anil South Hampton, I'a. , for nearly forty

years. William H. Wan Doren was a graduate, it is supposed,
ot Princeton Seminary in 1840. The same year he was ordained
pastor of the First Reformed Church of Williamsburg-h. Here
he continued to labor successfully until 1849, when he was suc-

ceeded in the pastorate by the Rev. Elbert S. Porter, D. D.

In 1852 he became pastor of the Second Reformed Church of

Piermont, N. Y. With the termination of this pastorate, in 1854,
his labors in the ministry of the Reformed Church ceased. About
1859 he became identitied with the Presbytery of St. Louis, Mo.,
and subsequently with the Presbytery of Chicago, with which his

connection was severed by his death. He received the degree of

D. D. from Rutgers College in 1869. He published a comment-
ary on the Gospels, and also on St. Paul's FLpistle to the Romans
in 1873, having previously published in 1847 a discourse en-

titled, "Triumphs of Grace," and in 1852 a book for young men
entitled, "Mercantile Morals." He was a man of scholarly at-

tainments, and of more than average ability. His worldly circum-
stances freed him from pecuniary anxiety, but at the time of his

death he was engaged in evangelistic labors, although he was
seventy-two years of age. He died at Indianapolis, September
8, 1882.



THE FIRST HOLLAND

REFORMED CHURCH OF PATERSON
BY

The Rev. Frederick G. Dekkek,

AND

The Rev Theodore W. Welles, D. D.

ABOUT the middle of the nineteenth century emigrants from

the Netherlantls were drawn to Paterson by the industrial

privileges of the city. In 1856 they were sufficiently numerous to

petition the Classis of Paranius to organize them into a Church

and to take them under its care. The petition was referred to a

committee with power, which believing it expedient to grant the

petition, .secured the attendance of the Rev. Nicholas
J.

INIarselus,

D. D. , of New York, because of his familiarity with the Holland

language, and at a meeting held Sabbath afternoon, June 8, 1856,

organized the petitioners as The Holland Reformed Church of

Paterson.

From the minutes of Classis, the following interesting inform-

ation is gained: Dr. Marselus conducted the religious services and

preached the sermon. The Rev. Jacobus De Rooy, who had been lab-

oring among the petitioners for several months, announced the

names of the persons constituting the Church, and ordained as the

Consistory two elders and two deacons. The number of communi-

cants composing the Church at its organization was eighty-five,

with about the same number of families. They worshiped for a

time in the Consistory room of the Second Church, and on ordin-

ary occasions had a congregation of between two and three

hundred.

At a meeting of Classis, September si.xteenth, the newly or-

ganized Church desired Classis to approve a call made upon the

Rev. Jacobus De Rooy, but this the Classis refused to do, because

having "no information that the aforesaid Jacobus De Rooy has

been ordained or is a candidate for the ministry of the Gospel in

any evangelical denomination." While Classis was seeking the
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(lesireil infonnation. Mr. DcRooy CDHtimu-d to niinistcT to the

l>(.'oplc', anti with the endorsciiu'iit of Chissis solicited funds ainoni^

the congre<,^ations of the Reibrmed Churches of the city, for huihl-

iii,y: a house of worsliip. Tlie funds secured throutj;h sucli solicita-

tion were used in erectini^ tlie large brick church at the soutlieast

corner of Hridt^e and River streets. A short time after the comple-

tion of the church, a majority of the congrcg-ation, "under the per-

suasion" of Mr. I)e Rooy, withth-ew their allegiance from the

Classis, and "afiiliated with The Triie RefoiDicd DutcJi Cliunli,

commonly called the Seceder Church.''*

In ct)mpliance with the request of a small minority of the

seceding congregation, the Classis called and ordained as a mis-

sionary May 29, 1859, the Rev. James Hu}'ssoon, a licentiate of

the Classis of New Brunswick, "to labor among the Hollanders at

Paterson and vicinity." Mr. Huyssoon at once began holding

divine services, which were well attended, in Derrom hall on West

street, the present site of the Bijou Opera House.

The first result of Mr. Huyssoon's labors, was a petition from

certain Hollanders residing in Lodi, Paterson, and vicinity, which

caused Classis to organize a Church (Jctoljer 4, 1859, in the vill-

age of Lodi, the Consistory of which, in compliance with the

action of Classis, "was chosen from members residing in the

above named places,"—Lodi, Paterson and vicinity,—with the un-

derstanding that the Consistory thus chosen, should "have the

oversight of the Holland population within their districts.
"'
f The

Church at once called Mr. Huyssoon, "to preach one .Sunday at

Paterson and the next at Lodi," as long as he remained its pas-

tor. The call was accepted and Sabbath, November 27, Mr.

Huyssoon was installed pastor of the Holland Church of Lodi.

The relation thus formed continued until November 15, 1864,

the number of communicants having increasetl from 49 to 114, and
the congregation having erected a house of worship both at Lodi

and at Paterson. While this work was progressing, Classis from

time to time was petitioned by the loyal minority of the Ho/land

CJuu'ch of Patei'son, organized in 1856, to grant them the services

of a settled pastor. As such action would conflict with the extra-

ordinary powers conferred by the Classis upon the Consistory of

the Holland Church at Lodi, the request, wisely or unwisely, was
never granted. Classis on the other hand, April 19, 1864, at the

* History of Birgeii aii;l Passaic Comities, p. 494. t Minutes of Classis, Vol. Ill, 1859.
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request of the Church at Lodi, dechired the Holland Church of

Paterson non-existing; July tenth installed the Rev. W. C. Wust,

pastor of the Church of Lodi, to ot^ciate at Lodi only; October

third org^anized the members of the Lodi Church residing at Pater-

son, as the First Holland Reformed Dutch Church of Paterson;

November fifteenth, dissolved the pastoral relation existing be-

tween the Rev. James Huyssoon and the Holland Church of Lodi,

and made arrangements for his installation as the pastor of the

The First Holland Reformed Church,— 1856.

recently organized First Holland Reformed Dutch Church of Pater-

son, from which he had received and accepted a call.

The Rev. James Huyssoox.

The First Holland Reformed Church of Paterson at its organ-

ization, enrolled 92 communicants. The elders and deacons of the

Church of Lodi residing in Paterson formed the Consistory, W'illem

Van der Houten and Daniel Bogartman, elders; Peter Olree and

Cornelius Breen, deacons. To the Church thus constituted the

Church of Lodi transferred by deed "the church building and prem-
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ises" at tlie soutlu-ast corner of (lintoii and Xoitli I'irst streets, in

which the Church was organized and in w hich it still wc irsliips. In

little less than a year, .Mr. I 1 iiysst ion's pastorate was terminated

by his acceptance of a call from the Kelormed Church at I)renthe,

Michigan.

TiiK Kk\'. PiKKki' 1!. l!\nM:i<.

The congregation for some time was unable to unite on tlie

choice ol a pastor, and many of the communicant members, led

by the Kev. j. M. Kutte, who, wdiilc a theological student su])plied

the ])ulpit, were organized by the Classis of Passaic, as '-riie

Sixth lb)lland Reformed Church of I'atersun. "' Tliose who re-

maineel, tinally called the Kev. Pierre

B. Bahler, of Albany, who was in-

stalled P'ebruary 20, 1867, and after

serving a year was dismissed to the

Classis of Geneva, April 21, 1868.

The Rev. Pierre Benjamin Bahler.

son and grandson of a clergyman of

the Reformed Church, was born at

ZwoUe, Netherlands, May 25, 1807,

came to America in 1864, and died at

Rochester, N. Y., January 26, 1882.

His father was of Switzerlaml, his

mother a Huguenot of PVance. He
was converted in early life, com-

'
. The Rkv. Pierre B. B.\hler.

menced his career as a private tutor,

engaged in evangelistic work in Belgium, served the Hol-

land Bible Society as proof reader and subsequently was

editor of Dc Baznin, an organ of the Netherlantls Re-

formed Churches, and one of the best religious papers in

Holland. In 1857 he began to preach or hold meetings in

private houses, and was called by the Church at Hellendorn to

become their pastor, and early in 1858 was ordained and installed.

In the fall of 1861 he became pastor of the Church at Deventer,

and so remained until 1864 when he came to America, and Decem-

ber twenty-fifth was installed pastor of the Holland Church at

Albany, N. Y. , from whence in 1867, he came to Paterson. After

serving here for a year he became pastor of the Holland Church at

Rochester, X. Y. , antl S(^ continued until 1873. when he resigned



436 HISTORY OF THE CLASSIS OK PARAMUS

his call and was declared emeritus by the Classis of Geneva. Two
sons are in the ministry of the Reformed Church, Louis H., at

present without charge, and Pierre G. M., pastor of the Church at

Clymerhil, N. Y.

Mr. I^ahler was an earnest Christian man. His knowledj^'C of

the Bible was remarkable, giving him great freetlom in the pulpit,

and great power in his pastoral work. His preaching was logical

and orthodox. Scriptural and spiritual. He lived looking for the

coming of the Lord, and died breathing the prayer, "Come Lord

Jesus, come quickly."

The Rev. James Huyssoon.

To succeed Mr. Bahler the Consistory resolved to call for the

second time, the Rev. James Huyssoon, and September 20, 1868,

he was again installed as the pastor of the Church, and so con-

tinued until failing health and strength necessitated the abandon-

ment of ministerial labor. The pastoral relation was dissolved

October 11, 1892, and INIr. Huyssoon was declared rw<:v77//.>\ At

this time the Church reported 82 families and 142 communicants.

Factional disturbances made it a difficult lield, requiring unceas-

ing vigilance antl unflagging zeal to heed the command, "Hold

that fast which thou hast." The Rev. James Huyssoon was born

in the Netherlands in 1823. He came to America in 1849, ^"d

several years later entered the Theo-

logical Seminary at New Brunswick,

graduating therefrom in 1859. He was

licensed and ordained by the Classis of

Paramus, with which he was connected

iluring all the years of his ministry,

exce]iting the years 1865
—

'68, when

he was pastor of the Holland Churches

of Drenthe and Polkton, Michigan.

'Phe First Holland Church of Paterson

is a monument testifying to the faith-

fulness of his ministry and the effi-

ciency of his labors. Li i 883 — '84 he

Thk Rev. JAME3 Huyssoon. ^as a member of the Board ofFducation

of Paterson. He was esteemed, re-

spected and honored, b(_)th as a citizen and as a minister of the

Gospel of Christ. In duties pertaining to parish and pulpit, he
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was c\'(.M" active and laithrul. About two years before his death

he received a stroke of ai)oplexy, from whitli he never entirely

recovertnl. Amitlier stioke came siuUlenly upon him while visit-

ing- at the home of one of his former jiarishioners, and before

medical aid could be obtained he expired without a word, July

TiiK Rf.\'. D. I.awrknck Bkti'en.

After the resig;nation of Mr. Huyssoon the Church was vacant

for nearly two years, during which the pulpit was supplied a con-

sideiable jtortion of the time by Mr. Ix'onard Jacobs, a theological

student at New Brunswick. The choice of the people resulted

however, in calling the Rev. D.

Lawrence Eetten a canditlate for the

^^g^^^^ ministry, who having accepted the

^^^^^^\ call was ordained and installed Sep-

\ tember 13, 1894. He was the first

*
,«>«j|» miy pastor of the Church to enter upon

his duties through the solemnities

of ordination. The relation thus

formed was of short duration. After

a very successful pastorate of about

three years, Mr. Betten accepted a

call from the Reformed Church at

Brighton, N. Y., and his relation to

the Church he was serving was dis-

solved August 4, 1897.

Mr. Betten was born at Bella, Marion county, Iowa, January

29, 1869. He is a grandson of the Rev. A.
J.

Betten, Sr., a

pioneer minister of the Reformed Church in the West, who after

sixty years of service, died at Orange City, Iowa, December 6,

1900, aged 87 years. Mr. Betten graduated from the North West-

ern Classical Academy in 1886, and from Hope College in 1890.

I'he following year he attended the Michigan University, from

which he also received the degree of A. B. Having resolved to

study for the ministry, he entered the Theological Seminary at

New Brunswick and graduated in 1894. In the fall of the same

year he was licensed and ordained pastor of the First Holland

Church, Paterson. After sustaining this relation with satisfaction

to the people and credit to himself, he accepted a call from the Re-

The Rev. D. Lawrence Betten.
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formed Churcli at Brig-hton, X. Y. , wliere his labors have been

blessed and the outlook is encouraging.

The Rev. Frederick G. Dekker.

The successor of Mr. Betten is the present pastor, the Rev.

Frederick G. Dekker. He was born at Zwartsluis, province of

Overyssel, Netherlands, and having- graduated from a classical

school, pursued a full course of study in the literary department

of the Theological School of the Reformed Church at Kampen,

not very far from his native commune. A short time after com-

ing to America he made Wortendyke, X. ]., his place of residence

and was engagetl by the Consistory of the Holland Reformed

Church as a student supply for the

vacant pulpit. He entered the Thco-

^jglf . -v^ logical Seminary at Xew Brunswick,

^r . but after receiving- the first year's

\ /(S C? » course of instruction completed his

'
'

preparation for the ministry, at the

' „-*—-» advice of the Llassis of Paramus,

with the Rev. Herman Vanderwart,

of the First Reformed Church of

Hackensack, X. }. A short time

thereafter he was licensed to preach

the Gospel, and was ordained and in-

stalled pastor of the Holland Church

Therev.frkderickg. Dekker. ^t Wortendyke, June 29, 1896.

He remained in the service of this

Church until he assumed the duties of his present pastorate, in

which he was installed, October 5,1897.

During his ministry the Church has given evidence of increas-

ing prosperity. Extensive improvements have been made in both

the church building and the parsonage. A well-lighted basement

has been secured by raising the church nine or ten feet, thereby

supi)lying- a great need, rooms for the Church societies and a home
for the se.xton. Attendance at the services has greatly increased

and the number of communicants has been largely augmented.

There is need of a more commodious sanctuary to provide for the

stranger within the gates and the many who are neglecting the

ordinances of religion. The outlook is hopeful, and the presence

of God manifest with the Church to which He has here given a

habitation and a name.



THE

HOLLAND REFORMED CHURCH OF LODI

Thk Rkv. M AIM' in Fi.ipsk.

Till'', I'irst Holhiiul Kefonncd Church of Lodi, X. }., was organ-

ized October 4, 1S59, with forty-six menibers in full com-

nuuiion. The first members chosen to serve as a C'onsistory

were : Aai t janzoon Breen, Nicholaas Boogartman, Peter Van de

The Holland Reforjied Church of Lodi,— 1860.

Vrede and Berend Hendrik Smit, elders; Corstiaan Van Heest,

Peter Van Heest, Cornells Van de Vrede and (Jerard Jacob Busch

Keiser, deacons.

This Consistory was installed October 23, 1859, by the Rev.

James Huyssoon, classical missionary for the Hollanders of Pat-
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erson ami tlie surrounding" country. At the request of the ( 'on-

sistory and l)y consent of Chassis, Mr. Huyssoon became finan-

cial ag-ent for the Church of Lodi, for the jiurpose of g-athering-

funds for a church buililing.

Thk Rkv. James Huyssoon.

A call was extended to Mr. Huyssoon November 4, 1859, which

was accepted, and he l)egan his work as pastor of this Church

November 27, 1859. The Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, of Holland,

Michigan, preached the sermon at the installation service.

Good progress was made with the erection of a church Iniild-

ing. so that after great sacrifices, the people were able to dedicate

their church with great joy, September 30, i860. While Mr.

Huyssoon servetl the Church of Lodi, he continuetl to labor in

Paterson. His time was divided between these two fields. By
his faithful lal)or and because of increased immigration, the con-

gregation grew and in 1864 it became necessary for each locality

to have the entire service of a minister. Mr. Huyssoon accepted

the call to the First Holland Reformed Church of Paterson. In

the record o{ that jiarish his further service as a minister of our

Reformed Church ^vill be found.

The Rev. William C. Wust.

The Church of Lodi now extended a call to the Rev. Wil-

liam C. Wust, of Rochester, N, Y.

,

who upon acceptance of their invita-

tion, was installed and entered upon

his labors July 10, 1864. Mr. Wust

was greatly blessed in his work; he

was thoroughly in earnest and a faith-

ful pastor, and as a preacher he al-

ways took a positive and vmcom-

promising stand for the truth, as he

understootl it.

In 1 87 1 the Church of Lodi en-

tered upon a period of great trouble and

sorrow; in fact the origin of the diffi-

culty dates back to 1867, when the Gen-

eral Synod resolved to ask the various

Classes of the denomination to vote upon the proposed change of

name from "The Dutch Reformed Church" to "The Reformed

The Rev. William C. Wust.



iiisioKii'S (II'' I II I'. cin'KciiKS 44'

riuii-cli ill Aiiu'iica." Ml'. W'list lookrd uiionlhis chanj^c with

great (lisl';i\-(>r. It iipiirarcd to liim as a (K-nial of Uk- iiiotluT

C'liurch, and as the ciitL'rin.i;- wrd^c toward fuitlu'r scvci-aiicc Iroiii

its priiK-ipk's. lie cxprt'sscd hinisclf in his \\ritiiii:i:s, as heini^^

greatly trouhlcd in sold o\'cr this niatliT, and anxions h>r the wel-

fare of the ancient Church so dear to him.

Mr. Wust and his Consistory protested ai^ainst the |)roi)oseil

change of name, and tleclared that tlu' Church of [.odi would never

acknowledge such act nor suiiniit to the same.

Thereupon the Classis suspended hoth him and his Consistory,

the matter dragging along until 1871. On the sixth of May a

committee of Classis re-organized those scattered members of the

Lodi Church, who dissented from the minister and his Con-

sistory. These two jiarties now went to haw against each other

for possession of the property. In 1876 the court declared the

party which submitted to Classis to be the rightful owners.

Thus ended the dark decade in the history of the Church of Lodi.

The Church has never fully recovered from that strife; it so deeply

stirred the religious Hfe of the Holland people, that effects of it are

still noticeable, a quarter of a century afterwards, not only in Lodi,

but in Passaic and Paterson as well. The seed of dissension then

scattered is still bearing fruit in the continued disjointed religious

life of our Holland people in this community.

From a superficial view of this distressing time it may appear

that it was caused by the willful stubbornness of Mr. Wust, but

such a judgment is contrary to truth. He was mistaken in the

position he held against the Classis, but was thoroughly consci-

entious in what seemed to him a stand for the truth and the prin-

ciples of the Reformed Church. Suspicion and distrust had been

aroused in his mind by the plausible reports of wrong acts of

Classis, so that finally the conviction grew upon him that the Re-

formed Church had drifted far away from its original fundamental

principles. He did not understand the English language, hence

could not follow the acts of Classis, but relied upon fallacious re-

ports of an individual who had some purpose of his own which he

was seeking to advance.

In 1873 the Church of Lodi, or that part of it which submitted

to Classis, obtained permission from Classis for a Mr. G. Rietmulder

from Paterson to serve as supply, but it was afterwards discov-

ered that his papers which he had presented to the Classis and
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The Rbv. William F. Betz.

upon the ground of which he had been temporarily allowed to

preach, were false, and his privilege to preach was now taken

from him.

The Rev. William F. Betz.

In the spring of 1S74 a call was extended to Rev. \\'illiam F.

Betz, which was approved by Classis

at its April session of that year, and

accepted. Mr. Betz came to America

from India, where from 1863 to 1875,

he had labored under the auspices of

the Rhenish Missionary Societ3\ He
served the Church faithfully for four

3'ears, but in 1878 he was compelled

to resign because of ill health. He
went to Holland in the hope that the

change might improve his health and

rented a house at Doornspyt, in the

Province of Gelderland, where a short

time afterwards he had a trifling al-

tercation with his landlord, who unex-

pectedly shot and killed him.

The Rev. Louis G. Joxgeneel.

In the spring of 1878 a call was extended to the Rev. Louis

G. Jongeneel, which he accepted, and
he was installed at Lodi on the

twenty-sixth of June of said A-ear.

For fourteen years ]Mr. Jongeneel

labored at Lodi. Much good, but

also sorrows were experienced by him

during these years. He scattered the

seed of truth, often sighing as he

went, and the full results of his

labors only eternity will reveal.

These were not years of great pro-

gress, for the spiritual life of the

Church was Avell nigh dead, as a re-

sult of the bitter strife of the past.

Mr. Jongeneel ended his work at

Lodi in August, 1892, and is now serving a Holland Presbyterian

The Rev. Louis G. Jongeneel.
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Church at I^ahhviii, Wisconsin, where lie is beloved by his jjeople.

••lie was born at Paramaribo, Dutch (iuiana, South Africa, in

which country he was licensed by the C'lassis of Tulbagh in 1856,

and served as a missionary among- the heathen at Aberdeen

and Ceres until 1866, when lie came to America, and was pastor

at Sayville until 1871. He resigned his pastorate at Sayville, and

served as a missionary at Hohokus until 1873, when he accepted

a call to C'lvmcr \'illage, from whence in 1876 he came to Lodi."*

Thk Rkv. Tfaxis Hexdkik Hoonte.

Frt)m 1892 to 1896 the Church of Lodi was vacant. Var-

ious ministers of Classis preached for this Church from time

to time and administered the

sacraments. By means of cor-

respondence, the Consistory be-

came acquainted with ]Mr. Teunis

Hendrik Hoonte, an evangelist

of Rotterdam, Holland. He was

licensed to preach In' an organiza-

tion, "Friends of the Truth," and

for this organization he served as

traveling evangelist for nearly fifty

years.

He arrived at I^odi in January,

1895, and upon presentation of

certain papers, was permitted to

labor at Lodi until sufficient and

satisfactory information should have been obtained from Hol-

land as to his standing and character. In 1896, the Classis having

become satisfied of the piety and gifts of Mr. Hoonte, and

inasmuch as the Church of Lodi desired to call him as their minis-

ter, he was examined and ordained to the ministry, and became

pastor of this Church, July 22, 1896.

Since that time the Church of Lodi has prospered, both in

material things and in things spiritual. ]Mr. Hoonte is still work-

ing with an untiring energy, surprising for a man of his advanced

years. During his labors an additional piece of property has been

bought, and a good parsonage has been built, and everything now

promises a bright future for this Church.

Editorial Addenda.

Thk Rev. Tkunis Hexdkik Hoonte.



THE BROADWAY

REFORMED CHURCH OF PATERSON

BY

The Rkv. Eli as Wok tman Thomtson.

THE conditions which broug-ht al)Out tlie rtrganization of the

"Broadway Church," are not unconinion in yrowing cities.

The residents of what was then tlie eastern section of Paterson

were beginning to feel the need of a house of worship in their

own locality. The encroachments of business houses and marts

of trade which made "The Old Town Clock Church" an incon-

venient and undesirable place for worship, gave rise to the desire

that a church should be built in a more eligible neighborhood.

But when it was suggested, the project met with bitter opposi-

tion on the part of a majority of the congregation. The reasons

urged for the change, however, seemed adequate and the advo-

cates of extension petitioned Classis for the organization of a

new Church. This petition was favorably received in Classis,

and the result is shown by the tirst record on the minutes of the

Church. It is carefully written in excellent penmanship by Rob-

ert Dixon, the first clerk of Consistory, and is as follows :

"At a meeting of the Classis of Paramus, held at Paterson, N.

J., November 15, 1864, an application was made by certain mem-
bers of the First Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of Totowa in

Paterson, X. J., and by other j^ersons (thirty-six in numl)er) to be

organized as a Church.
"The Classis granted the application and appointed Rev. F. H.

Van Derveer, D. D., Rev. Philip Peltz and Rev.
J.

Paschal Strong,

a committee to carry the purposf^ of the Classis into effect.

"This committee met on the 29th of November, 1864, in the

second R. P. Dutch Church of Totowa, in Paterson, N. J., and
after a sermon by Dr. Van Derveer, the persons whose names are

recorded in the record-book were received and organized into a

Reformed Protestant Dutch Church. An election of elders and
deacons resulted as toUows : Elders, Cornelius Vreeland, James P.
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Westervelt. lohn T. Spear, William W. PuUis. jr.: deacons, Alex-

ander I). Hi"ll, Robert Dixon, John P. Post, Henry Van Iderstine,

who were ordained by the Rev. J.
Paschal Strong, and addressed

in the name of the committee l)y the Rev. Philip Peltz.

(Signed,) Robert Dixon.
'

The book of records shows that fifty-nine persons were re-

ceived by certificate from the First Reformed Church. At the first

meetinij of the Consistory, held on the fifth of December, 1864,

the corporate name was tixed as "'I'he Broadway Reformed

Protestant Dutch Church of Paterson, New Jersey." At this meet-

ing it was also resolved "to make quarterly offerings to the Boards

of Foreign and Domestic :\Iissions, to the Paterson Mission

School, and to the poor of the congregation, and annual offerings

to the Board of Education of the Reformed Church, and the

American Bible Society." Arrangements were at once completed

for holding public services in a hall on :\Iain street, and Alexander

D. Hill was appointed "to exercise a general supervision" of these

services. Mr. Hill was also appointed superintendent of the

Sabbath school, and at once began a work in the Sabbath school

and prayer meeting, which he carried on with untiring zeal until

his death in 1890. To this day his name is often mentioned

in the meetings for conference and the memory of his edi-

fying talks, his voice in song, and his blameless life abides

in many hearts. Not one of the members of the first Consistory

is now living. John P. Post, the last surviving member, died in

December, 1900. In the statistical history in this volume will be

found the names of elders who were delegates to Classis, were

members of General Synod, and served on the boards of the de-

nomination. These were "elders that rule well." They who now

rest from their labors, as well as they who still give time and in-

crease to the support of the Church, have been wise and helpful

counselors, whose prayers and advice each successive pastor has

prized. The Consistory and the membership have always been

loyal and true to the pastor and happy the pastor whom the dear

Lord places at the head of such a flock.

When the Church was organized, the Erie railway was near

the eastern boundary of the residence section. Lower Broadway

was a street of residences rather than of business houses, and

the lots on which the chapel was erected were considered a de-

sirable situation. During the completion of the plans for the pur-
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chase of a building- site, steps were being- taken to secure a pas-

tor. I'he'Revs. Goyn Tahiiage, John L. McNair and
J.

Paschal

Strong were successively called, but each declined.

The history of the Cliurch from this time was really the his-

tory of each successive pastor, for each in turn seemed peculiarly

adapted to a special need of the congregation. Its first pastor, the

Rev. \y. \V. Ilolloway, was an excellent leader for the young

Church. He succeeded in gathering- many influential people into

the mernliership. This gave the Church a high standnig in the

community. During this period the chapel was built. There is

no record of its history, except that on July ninth, 1866, it was

decided to erect the building, and on August sixth, 1867, the treas-

urer \Tas directed to have the building insured for five thousand

dollars.

The second pastorate was that of Rev. William fi. Clark,

D. D. Under his leadership the Church was successful in every

respect. The people were happy and united. Dr. Clark was an

excellent organizer and a most eflicient pastor. His work endures

to this day in the religious life of the families of the congregation,

and his careful training shows itself at the family altars which he

was instrumental in erecting, and in the marked spirituality and

sociability of the weekly prayer meeting.

The Rev. N. H. Van Arsdale was the next pastor called.

Soon after his installation, the initial steps were taken for the erec-

tion of a new house of worship on lots adjoining the chajiel. The

building committee were: The Hon. John Hopper, Henry Var-

num Butler, Gdbert G. Cooper and Peter Quackenbush. The corner

stone was laid on July first, 1883. The Rev. Dr. Dur\-ea, the Revs.

J.
L. Danner and P. H. Milliken, with the Hon. John Hopper, as-

sisted the pastor in the exercises. The building was dedicated Jan-

uary fifteenth, 1885. The sermon was preached on this occasion

by the Rev. Dr. John M. Ferris. 'Phe style of the building is

Gothic, and the walls are of native brown-stone, trimmed with a

finer quality of the same, d'he plan is cruciform with transepts

running to the right and left. The entrances are in a tower on the

right and through an octagonal vestibule built at the left corner.

The building is neat and compact, and has all the conveniences

for lighting and heating. 'l"he amphitheatre arrangement of seats

makes it a delightful autlience room.

'Phe fourth pastor installed was the Rev. P>lias W. d'hompson.
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Ininicdiatcly upon his scttlcnu'iit, lie l)C'j^'-;iii to lay plans for the re-

niodcliny of the clia])cl, which liad been foi" many years the only

asseml)lin<^ place of the congregation. Since the erection of the

new cluirch, the chajjel had ])ecn used for Sabbath school and

])rayer-ni(.'etin!^ purposes. It was not ada]>te(l to tlie needs of a

h-yi

The liROADWAV Reformed Church,— iSSv

modern Sabbath school. The necessary alterations were made in

the summer of 1896, and the increased attendance and comfort of

pupils and worshipers have proven the wisdom of the plan. Be-

sides primary and Bible class rooms, a perfectly equipped kitchen

was adtled as an aid in the social needs of the congregation. The
alterations cost over $3,500, which was raised the same year, with
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the exception of $700, which was secured l)y tlie Sabbath school

during- the seven years previous.

In 1897, the Consistory adopted the plan of Systematic Be-

neficence as proposed by the General Synod. It has been a success

and has solved many problems which formerly distressed those

who managed the finances. In -1898 the church was refurnished.

The walls had been left undecorated and the cushions had been

brought fr(jm the chapel pews wdien the new church was built.

The entire interior was renovated. The walls were artistically

tinted, and new carpets and cushions were provided. The work-

was a success and meets with the approbation of all. The cost

was about $2,500, which was all paid the same year. During the

past year more than $1,000 has been paid on the bonded mortgage

which now amounts to about $5,000, and is the only indebtedness

on a very valuable property. The present pastor has been urging

the importance of holding the members who are locating homes in

the Eastside, which is the residence section at present, and in

which there is a widespread territory unclaimed by any Church,

and nianv families whose inclinations and preferences are toward

the Reformed Church. The Classis in 1900 received and approved

an overture from the Consistory which states all the conditions

and urges attention to the matter of Church extension in this

district.

The membership of the Church has never been large. The

present enrollment is 227. This represents the actual number, as

every enrolled member can be accounted for. The list has been

revised twice during the present pastorate. The rolls contain

many names of families of Holland descent. It is noteworthy

that this Church is in great degree a family Church, having an

unusually large proportion of entire families under its care, dlie

members of the present (Consistory are, eldi'rs, Peter Quacken-

bush, J.
E. Dunning-, William L. Williams and A. M. Smith, Sr.

;

deacons, Henry Kip, M. D.
,
John Harding, Alzimore Finn and

Warren B. Mitchell. These are all men trietl and true, and are

heartily in sympathy with their pastor, who regards their co-

peration with deepest gratitude.

'I'he Sabbath school has ever been an interesting and import-

ant factor in the work of the Church. The record of Church

mend)ers makes special note of those received into communion

"from the Sabbath school." A glance at these names would give
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ciK'()ui'ai;\'imMit to the lailhl'iil corps of toaclitMs who \\a\-v hi-cii

and dvc lahoriii;'- anioii};- tin- riiiltlii'ii ol tlir conj^Tej^^ation. 'I'hc

scliool has had as siuxcssi vi' supcTi.itrndcnts in the past years,

AlcxandiT 1). 1 liH, ( lanct l^oicc, (iiU>cTt ( i. Cooper, Kev. Dr.

C'hirl<, lohn V.. Dunning-, Kew Dr. \'an .Arschdc, and I'hilip Case.

Of tliese Mr. Diinnins^ served nian\' years, and thout^h not at i)res-

ent an ofticer of the school, continues ids work and interest. The

pastor is now acting- as superintendent. The new e(pii]nnent of the

chapel hasenabknl him to j^-rade the scIhxiI and it is now in a \ery

flourishinii: condition. The ofticers are, Re\-. 1'-. W. rhoin])Son,

.siu.>erintendent. A. M. Smith, Jr., assistant, Chaiies Hewitt an<l

(jeorge A. Gowdy, secretaries. Miss Carrie King, treasurer. Miss

Emma Barrowclou.e^h and Miss Carrie King-, superintendents of

the primary department, and Mrs. K. M. Lee and Miss Louise

Christie, accompanists. The music is under the direction of Mr.

James C. Christie, whose interest in tlus work adds greatly to the

enjoyment of the public worship.

The usual auxiliary societies are active in the work of the

Church. The Ladies" Missionary Society is supporting a gnd in

Ferris Seminary, ^^)kohama, )a])an, besides ha\'ing shares in the

support of a girl's school in Lidia, and in the enterprises of the

Woman's Executive Committee of the Board of Domestic Mis-

sions. It makes substantial contributions to the general work of

Foreign and Domestic Missions also. The Young People's

Society C)f Christian Endeavor is a flourishing organization. It

has taken a wide interest in the general work of Christian En-

deavor, and lately had its present pastor as a member of the ex-

ecutive committee for New Jersey and President of the Paterson

Local Union, and four of its members as ol^cers in the Union.

There is also a fiourishing Junior society, of which Miss Mary

Hill and Miss Mary Mitchell are superintendents. There is also a

society of the King's Daughters. 'I'he Church Aid Society has

recently been organized antl has as its president ^Ls. C. D. \ oor-

his, who was at the head of a similar society wdnch did ellicient

service in furnishing the new church fifteen _\ears ago. d'he

Church is grateful for the counsel and hel]i of godly members,

whom the Lord has laid aside from active ser\'ice, but who by

})rayers and oft'ering of their substance, manifest their interest in

its success.

The Church has taken great interest in the preparation of its
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sons for the ministry, and has given hearty support to those who

have felt constrained to undertake the preaching- of the Gospel.

Among these have been the Rev. Robert Barr, now pastor of the

Associate Reformed Church of Xewl)urgh, N. Y. , the Rev. Elias B.

Van Arsdale of Farmer, X. Y., and the Rev. C'lifibrd P. Case of

New \'ork city. Mr.
J.

Harvey ^lurphy is now in the course of

his ]u-eparation at New Brunswick.

The Rkv. \\'ii.i,ia:\i W. Hai.lowav.

The Rev. William W'liitenian Halloway was called August

sixth, 1865, and installed ( )ctober eighth of the same year. He
\vas born in I'liiladelphia in 1818. His student life was spent at

New Brunswick, having- grailuated

fioin Rutgers College in 1839, aiul

iVoni the Theological .Seminary in

I 842. He was licensed by the Classis

of Philadelphia in the same year,

and was immediately installed pas-

tor of the Reft>rmed Church of

Clifton. Saratoga county, N. V.

Succeeding pastorates were, the

Third Church of .-Albany, from 1849

to 1853; missionary in North Brook-

lyn, from 1853 to 1859; Flushing, L.

1., from 185910 1865, after which he

came to Paterson. He resigned in

December, 1871. His j)astorate was

eminently successful. He was a man of culture and an excellent

preacher. The records show that he was hekl in high esteem by

his constituents. During his pastorate ninety-three persons were

added to the membership. In 1872 he became pastor of the Pres-

byterian Church of Battle Creek, Mich., where he remained sev-

eral years, closing his long ministrv as pastor of the Presbyterian

Churches of Mount Freedom and I\b;)rris Plains, N.J. In 1892, after

til't\' \-ears of successful ministerial lal)or. he was, at his own re-

(juest, honorably retired. He dietl Tuesday. .Sc-ptend)er twentieth,

1898.

The Rev. William H. Ci.akk, I). I).

The Rev. William H. Clark, I). D. . \vas born at Hudson,

Ohio, in 1837, was graduated at Western Reserve College in 1859,

Thk Rkv. William W. Halloway.
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aiul L'nion 'I'lR-olo^nical Sciiiiiiary in 18^)5. On laiiuary sixth, 1H64,

he was ordained l>y the Presbytery of (\)UiniI)ia, New \'()ik, aiul

became pastor of tlic rresbyterian

("hurcli, at Spfuecrtown, \e\v ^'ork,

where lie remained until 1S65, when
lie took ehar^c' of one oftheehapels

of the C'olli's^iate Church in Ni'w

^'o^k. Dr. Clark was installed

pastor ol the Hr()adwa\' Church, on

the eveninj^- of'l'hursday, l\Ia\' nintli,

1872. 'I'lu' Rev. Dr. Talbot W.

Chambci's, of New \'ork, preached

the installation sermon. Me re-

mained in Paterson nine years and

one month, during- which time the

smile of Cod rested on pastor a/ul thk rev. wili.iam h. Ci.ark, d. d.

people, the Church prospered ma-

terially and spiritually and one hundred and si.xty-seven persons

were added to its membersliip. He resigned in June, i 881, in order

to accept a call to Nyack, N. Y. Here he remained until April, 1886,

when he became pastor of the Second Reformed Church of Phila-

delphia. In 1 89 1 he was called to Bay City, Michigan, where he

took charge of the First Presbyterian Church. He resigned this

charge in 1896 to become pastor of Immanuel Presbyterian Churcli

of Detroit, where he is now laboring. Dr. Clark's efficiency as an

organizer and pastor has already been mentioned. His own words

regarding his relations with the Broadway Church are here inserted,

not only because they reveal conditions in the congregation dur-

ing his pastorate, but because they express so clearly the feelings

of all the pastors toward this Church.

'•The years I spent as pastor of the Broadway Church were
among the happiest of my life. The people were earnest and
sympathetic and gave me hearty support in my work. There is

a peculiar frankness and fervor in the affection which the people

of the Reformed Church cherish toward the 'Domine,' which I

have not seen elsewhere. My heart goes out today toward many
who were members of the Broadway Church during my pastor-

ate, some of whom have entered into "the rest that remaineth.

"

I shall never forget the manifold favors shown to me and mine;

the loving words and kindly actions contributed largely to our

happiness while we were in Paterson. The years passed pleasant.
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ly and quietly and tlie Messins^ of Ood rested on pastor and peo-

ple during them all.
"

The Rfv. Nathaniel IIixson \'an Arsdaee, D. D.

The Rev. Nathaniel Mixson \'an Arsdale, D. I)., was born at

Bound Brook, N. J., April sixth, 1838. He graduated from Rutgers

College, New Brunswick, in 1862, and from the Theological Sem-

inary in 1867. Licensed to preach by the Classis of New Bruns-

wick, he shortly afterward accepted a call from the Church of the

Clove (High Falls, Ulster county, N. Y.,) and was ordained and

installed September first, 1867. In January, 1874, he resigned

this charge to accept a call from

the Reformed Church at Chatham,

N. Y. , and was installed its pastor

the following month. During his

pastorate here many were added to

the Church. As the result of a re-

vival in the winter of 1875, over

forty were received into the niem-

bershi]) on confession at one time.

In the spring of 1880, he accepted a

call from the ?'irst Congregational

Church of Batavia, 111., and in the

summer of 1881, he removed to Pater-

ThkRev.n. h.v.^nAksdale, D. D. son, N. J.,
and became the pas-

tor of the Broadway Reformed

Church, being installed November third, 1881. During his

])astorate the present church edifice was erected. By invita-

tion of the Rev. Dr. ]. M. Ferris, Dr. Yan Ansdale became as-

sociatetl with him in the editorship of the Christian Intelligencer,

January first, 1883. His editorial duties took him from his parish

two days each week, until .May, 1895, ^vhen he resigned his Pat-

erson charge to devote all his time to tlie Intelligencer, with

which i)a{)er he is still connected. Su])pl\ing the First Reformed

Church of Hoboken, N. \., for six months in 1896, he succeeded

in raising their debt of over $1,600, and since September i, 1899,

he has had charge of the Greenwood Heights Reformed Church,

of l^rooklyn, N. Y., rendering full services each week. He re-

ceived the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Rutgers College in

''.»'"»3(^
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1889. Dr. \'an Arsilale scrvctl three years in the L'nited States

Army ihirins^; the Civil War.

Dr. \'an .Xrsdale's ministry was especially successful in Pater-

son in that he succeeded in carryinta^ throuti^-h the project for a new

cluirth. This was done in s]iite of depressed l)usiness conditions,

the renio\al by deatli of manv ailherents, and the changes of resi-

dence from the downtown io the Eastside (piarter, which caused

manv to unite witli Churches which had houses of worship more

conveniently located. During Mr. Van Arsdale's pastorate, one

hundred and fifty-seven persons were added to the membership

roll.

Thk Rev. Klias Wortman Thompson.

'I'he Rev. Elias Wortman Thompson belongs to a family

whose ancestors in both the maternal and the paternal lines have

been for several generations in the Reformed Church. He traces

his maternal ancestry to the \\'ortman progenitors whose origin

and history have been recently published by the Rev. Dr. Denis

Wortman, of Saugerties, N. Y. The paternal line is derived from

Abraham Post, "the revolutionary soldier," on the one side, and on

the other from Juda Bodine, the mother of John Thompson. She

was a direct descendant of Jean Bodin, who wrote, what Sir

William Hamilton calls, "The ablest and most remarkable Treat-

ise on the Philosophy of Government and Legislation,'* a book

which Saintsbury, the famous English critic and historian, de-

scribes as "the only work of great excellence on the science of

politics before the eighteenth century." Jean Bodin Avas the coun-

selor of the King of France and also of P^lizabeth of England. He

advised the latter to enlarge her domain by adopting the King of

Scotland and marrying Lenox. One of his descendants, also Jean

Bodin, was naturalized in London in 1681, and is next heard of in

the vicinity of what is now known as Perth Amboy, N. J.
Here

his son or his grandson, Abraham Bodine, married a Dutch girl

named Adriantje janse. Their daughter, "Judik" afterwards mar-

ried the pious and industrious John Thomson. He did not fancy

the Dutch name, so he wrote it "Juda" in the family record in the

Bible which he had brought from Scotland. Shortly after his

marriage, John Thomson took his wife and child and journeyed

to the ' 'Shemokem country" and found a home in the fertile valley of

the Susquehanna near the present city of Williamsport, Pennsylva-
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nia. ]\Iag^enniss' "History of the West Branch of the Susque-

hanna," jiublished in 1889, quoting- from the record made in the

family Bible, thus tells of John Thomson's tragic end : "The

9th day of June, 1778, John Thomson departed this life, was killed

and Scalped by ye Tory & Indians at Shomoken." With true

Dutch grit Juda Thomson took her boy and the Bible and traversed

the three hundred miles across the mountains, to the home of her

husband's relatives in the eastern part of Hunterdon county, New
Jersey.

She had been taught the Heidelberg Catechism by Frelinghuy-

sen, and now with her boy came under the spiritual ministrations

of Dr. Jacob Rutsen Hardenbergh. pAlucated by such a mother

and under such influences he g-rew to be a man among men. He
inherited his father's energy and independence, and in spite of the

opinions of teachers and kin, wrote his name with a "p." One of

his sons was the Rev. William I. Thompson, who was well known
throughout Bergen and Passaic counties as pastor of the Churches

of Ponds and Wyckoff, 184 2- 184 5, but perhaps better known for

his successful and unique methods of teaching and discipline while

rector of the Grammar school at New Brunswick. Joseph Thomp-

son, another son of jtihn Thompson, was for thirty years judge

of the court in the county in which he resided, and was widely

known in Classis and in Synods as "the elder from Readington."

For sixty years he was a member, and for fifty-five of these

years an honored elder of the Church at Readington. Three

of his sons entered the ministry of the Reformed Church.

The eldest, Rev. Dr. John Bodine Thompson, now lives at Tren-

ton, N. J. Henry P. Thompson and Abraham Thompson are de-

ceased. The fourth son, Aaron J. Thompson, resides near the

old homestead at Readington, and has followed in his father's

footsteps as a successful business man and an enthusiastic sup-

porter of, and elder in the Church. His eldest child is Miss Anna

de F. Thompson, of the Reformed Church Mission at Yokcdiama,

Jajian. His second child is the subject of this sketch.

The Rev. Elias Wortman Thompson was born at Reading-

ton, N. |., in 1866. He graduated from Rutgers College in

1889, and from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick in

1892. He was licensed by the Classis of Raritan in iMay, 1892,

and on June twenty-third following, was ordained by the

Classis <_)f Philadelphia, and installed pastor of the Talmage
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Memorial ( liurcli of Pliilaik-liihia, where he remained until (894.

During his pastorate there the membership of the Church

was more than doubled, hi 1S94 he went to Illinois to take

charge for one year of a Church at Havana, under the care of the

Hoard of Domestic Missions. At

the end of this period he returned

to Philadelphia, as associate with

the Rev. Dr. Milliken in the ?Mrst

Reformed Church. He became

]iastor of the Broadway Reformed

Church, January fourteenth, 1896,

the Rev. Benj. V. D. Wyckoff, of

Readington, N. J.,
preaching- the

sermon at the installation. During

his pastorate the Church has pros-

pered in many ways. One hundred

and five persons have been added

to the membership. With pastor

and people happy in the work,

with a Church well equipped and in excellent condition, the

"Broadway Church" hopes to maintain for many years the influ-

ence it has already attained, and thanking God for the past, prays

His blessing for the future.

Thk Rkv. Eli.\s W. Thompson.



THE

REFORMED CHURCH OF SPRING VALLEY

BY

TiiK Rev. Cornelr-s E. Crispki.l, D. D.

Till'", Reformed Church of Spring- \'alley orij^inated from tlie

tlesire of manv iiienii)ers of The Reformed Dutch ("hurch

of \\'est New Hempstead, residing in and near Spring Valley, to

have a fold nearer than that of the whole flock in the West New
Hempstead Church. The i)rimarv movements are fully de-

scribed in "The History of Rockland County," p]). 290-1, as

follows :

"On ]\Iarch 7, 1850, the Cotisistory of the West New Hemp-
stead Church appointed David Cole and Joseph C. Blauvelt to

solicit subscriptions towards securing an outpost or preaching
station in the vicinity of Spring Valley. This action was taken at

the request of a number of families in the neighborhood of Spring
Valley, who were desirous that a church edifice should be erected

in that vicinity. Tvv'o years later, December 9, 1851, Joseph C.

Blauvelt, Isaac Whitney, Steven Stevens, Isaac L. Sherwood and
Henry Seamen were appointed a building committee to superin-

tend the erection of a church edifice on the ])remises of INIr. Jo-
seph Wood."

At their meeting held January 21, 1852, the Consistory of the

Brick Church, reconsidering their action ot the month previous,

accepted the
(
gratuitous

)
geiierous offer of David Cole, of a lot

"over the hill, " authorized 'Sir. Cole to solicit subscriptions,

appointed
J.

B. Haring, }. C. Blauvelt, I. Whitney and Isaac L.

Sherwood ( Henry Sherwood was afterwards added ), a commit-

tee on the part of the Consistory to conduct and inspect said build-

ing in connection with Mr. Cole.

Here ground was broken and timl)er collected for the new
church; but upon Mr. Cole's health becoming impaired, his deed

was returned August 26, 1852, and August 31 following, a new
committee consisting of I. L. Sherwood, Samuel Lawrence, I.
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\MiiliK'y, 1 k'iir\- Sliorwood, and Stcplirn D. IltTrick, was apijoiiitcfl

to build a RL't'oniK'd I'roU'slant Dutch Cluirch at Sprin.i,^ \'a!ley,

upon tlu' land donated 1)_\- Sainuci Lawrence.

1 Ktc, wIktc thr present cliurch now stands, the "[)ieacliing-

place" was erected, and of tlu' new enterprise the C'onsistory of

the Brick Church in their re|))rt to the C'lassis, April, ^^54, make

the following- minute :

"W'itli regard to the enterprise at Spring \'alley, thanks be to

Gotl, it has so far proved that the time, the expense, and the labor

given to it has not been in vain. Our church edifice there, though
small, is yet substantial, neat and comfortable. The attendance

there is not great indeed, but it is encouraging. I'he church edi-

fice was erected at an expense of some tifteen hundred dollars.

\\'hen dedicated a few hundred dollars debt remained upon it,

which has since been nearly liquidated. And we as a Consistory

feel constrained, from a sense of gratitude, here to express our un-

feigned sincere thanks to those brethren of the Classis and their

congregations for their seasonable aid in this important enterprise."

For over a decade of years, after this, services were held in

this "preaching place" at Spring Valley, the pastor of the West

New Hempstead Church officiating usually in the afternoon of

each Lord's day. But in 1863 "the pews in the little building

being by many too few to accommodate those worshiping there,"'

it was agreed that the time had arrived to erect a more commodi-

ous house of worship. Whereupon, June first, Andrew L Tallman,

an elder in the Brick Church, w^as appointed to circulate a sub-

scription, and his report being favorable, the "preaching place"

w^as sold for four hundred dollars to Albert Tallman; and A. C.

J.
Blauvelt, Andrew^ L Tallman, Nicholas C. Blauvelt and Henry

L. Sherwood were appointed a building committee to erect a new

church upon the old site.

The work of building was commenced in 1864, though the

war of the Rebellion had advanced all kinds of building materials

to almost fabulous prices. January 4, 1865, to the great satisfac-

tion of all, the building committee were able to report to the Con-

sistory of the Brick Church that their work had been done.

Whereupon that body passed a resolution approving the course

of the building committee and obligating themselves to meet all

indebtedness incurred.

This action of the Consistorv of the Brick Church in assum-
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ing- the debt (about $8,000) incurred in the erection of the church

at Spring; Valley, was remonstrated against by certain members

of that Church, and nfter considerable discussion it was l)y mu-

tual consent, deemed l)est that the two Churches should separate.

Upon the Brick Church relinquishing "all claim upon the church

buildinp; or property in Spring Valley," and the Spring Valley

Church assuming the debt, this separation was effected by a com-

The Rkkormed Church ok SprinCt Valley,— 1865.

mittee of Chassis, the Revs. John INlaidey, J. T. Demarest, J. R.

Brock, and Klders Henry L. Sherwood and Mr. Wortendyke, of

Pascack, April 11, 1865.

On the seventeenth of April following, the "Reformed Pro-

testant Dutch Church of Sjiring \'alley, Rockland county. New
York" was legally incorporated, and at that time the Brick Church
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lorinally transferred the property at Sj)ring \'alle}- to the new
orj^ani/ation.

ITS PASTORS.

The first pastor of the Church was the Rev. John R. Brock,

who resio;ne(l the pastorate of the West New Hempstead Church
tor this ])urpose. lie was installed May 7, 1865, and remained

l)astor till April 10, 1869. His successors have been: .Alarsliall

B. Smitli, July 7, 1869 to November i, 1870; Richard I)e Witt,

October 8, 1871 to Ajiril 1876; Peter K. Kipp, ( stated sup])ly
) July

1876 to April 1877; Daniel Van Pelt, July 16, 1877 to September

23, 1878: Cornelius E. Crispell, D. D. , September 9, 1879.

Dr. Crispell took chartje and acted as pastor under a regular

call about May i, 1879. As he was a professor of Theology, he

could not formally accept the call and be installed. His voluntary

resignation of the professorship was made and accepted in June,

1879, ^'1*-! his installation took place on the ninth of September

following. He is still its pastor.

The Rev. John R. Brock. *

The Rev. John Randlett Brock, the first pastor of the Church

of Spring \'alley, was born at Newbury, \'ermont. in June, 1831,

and died at Marysville, Tennessee,

August 7, 1872.

The family name of his paternal

ancestors was Randlett, a family of

French origin, and in all probability

of Huguenot faith, a portion of the

large emigration from France to

America in the early part of the

seventeenth century, occasioned by a

desire to escape religious persecution.

Mr. Brock was the grandson of

Ruben Randlett and Rachel Elsworth,

and the son of Jacob Randlett and

Mary Curier, residents of his native

village. An only brother, the Rev.

Asa Randlett, a Baptist clergyman, resides at North Ashford, Con-
necticut, and is now in the seventy-eighth year of his age. By him

This and the following biographical sketches have been prepared and inserted by
the editorial committee. The data in relation to Mr. Brock were furnished by his only
son, Mr. Charles R. Brock of Paterson, N. J.

The Rkv. John R. Brock.
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we are informed that his mother died when John was an infant about

a year and a half old, and that the little fellow, a beautiful babe,

was committed to the care of Mrs. Charles Brock, who took him

to her home and heart and cared for him with a mother's gentle,

patient, loving- tenderness. When a young man he was legally-

adopted, and taking the name of his foster-parents, was henceforth

J<din Randlett Brock.

Mr. Brock graduated from Rutgers College in 1S59, and from

the Theological .'-Seminary at New Ihrnnswick in 1862. 'Slay twen-

ty-ninth of the same year, he married ]\Iiss Isabella Bensoii, of Pater-

son, X. )., and September seventeenth was ordained and installed

pastor of the West New Hempstead Church. His second charge

was the Church at Spring Valley, which failing health compelled

him to resign in 1869. About this time he took charge as prin-

cipal of the SjM'ing \'alley Academy, but his health demanding a

less vigorous climate, it was necessary for him to abandon the

enterprise. He was cut off in the midst of his days, a workman
that needed not to be ashamed, meriting the eulogy of the secu-

lar press at the time of his installation at Spring Valley, "a tried

man, worthy of the people's confidence and high estimation.''

The Rev. ^Marshall B. Smith, D. D.

The second pastor of the Church at Spring Valley, the Rev.

Marshall B. Smith, D. D. * received

his education for the ministry at the

Theological Seminary of the Protes-

tant Episcopal Church at Alexandria,

Virginia, where he was graduated

in 1859. "He labored for a short

time in Wilmington and Dover, Dela-

ware, and in i860 became the rector

of St. John's Episcopal Church in

Passaic, X. J., where he remained

until 1868. On the fifteenth of March,

1869, he withdrew from the Protes-

tant Episcopal Church, and on the

twentieth of April was receivetl

to the Reformed Church of America,

becoming a member of the Classis of Paramus. In June of this

* Compiled from Mimite,s of Classis and from mamiscript of the Kev. Dr. John Gaston.

The Rev. M.arsh.m,l B. Smith, D.D.
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year he received a call iVom the Church of Spring" \'alK-y, and

was installed [)ast()r of the Church July seviuith, the Rev. Dr.

John II. Duryea preachiuL;- the sermon on the occasion. Novem-

ber I, 1870, he resiy;-ntd his charge and returned to Passaic, where

he resided for the remainder of his lite.

No\(.inher 28, 1873. '"^ ^^'^^ dismissed to the Reformed Kpis-

ct)i)al Church which was then heins^ organized. The letter dis-

niissnn^' liim and ixcommendinLi; him to the Reformed Ki)iscopal

Church was the first ofiicial recos^nition of that body by any of the

other oryani/.ed branches of the Church of Christ. Dr. Smith re-

mained in the communion of the Reformed P^lpiscopal Church for

more than eiy^ht years, when in May, 1882, he returned to the Re-

formed Church and was ayain a memlier of the Classis of Para-

mus. He departed this life at Canaan Four Corners, Columbia

county, N. V., Friday, September i, 1882.

"He was a man of singular simplicity antl purity of character,

and of most earnest piety, ever jealous of the honor of Christ

and steadfast in his defence of the faith once delivered to the

saints, a j^rofound and accurate scholar, a fre([uent contributor to

the press, both secular and relig'ious, a thoroughly conscientious

man, a scribe well instructed unto the kingdom ot (jod.

"His [jreaching was chaste, instructive and persuasive, of

that calm, beautiful antl gentle order, which at once feeds the un-

derstanding antl a])])eals to the devotional element in the heart of

the true Christian. Of him it is recorded, 'He walked with God,

and was not, for God took him."
"

Thk Rev. Richard F)e Witt.

The third pastor of the Church of Spring Valley was the Rev.

Richard De Witt. He was born at Hurley, N. Y., July 21, i8.:;9,

his father, Ten Eyck De Witt, and his mother, Ann Crisped, being

of the old Dutch-Huguenot families that settled very early in the

vicinity of his native place. He prepared for college at the Tren-

ton Academy, and entering Rutgers College in 1856, graduated in

i860. Continuing his studies at the New Brunswick Theological

Seminary, he graduated therefrom in 1863. The following year he

married JNIiss Katherine Hammond of Pine Plains, N. V., and was

ordained and installed pastor of the Church at Guilford, N. Y.

,

where he remained until called in 1871 to the Church of Spring

Vallev. His health constraining him to relinciuish this charge, he
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resided for a short season in Kincrston. and resumed pastoral labor

at Wallkill in 1877, where he re-

mained until 1889, when he ac-

cepted a call to the Church of Flat-

bush, Ulster county, X. V., in the

service of which he fell on sleep

February twentieth, 1901.

"He was a wise and devoted

pastor and a faithful, able exponent

of the Gospel. He entered heartily

into the personal and social as well

as the Church life of the people to

whom he ministered. He never

deemed any work too hard, or any

self-denial to be a cross. He was a

man of eminent good sense, of large

heart and wise counsel, warm piety and Christian manhood.

He has finished his work. He has done it well. He has heard the

voice of the ^Master saving: 'well done: enter into rest.' " *

The Rev. Richard Dk Witt.

The Rev. Peter K. Kipp.

After the resignation of the Rev. Richard DeWitt, the pulpit

of the Spring Valley Church was statedly supplied by the Rev.

Peter E. Kipp, for nearly a year. He was a son of Edo Kip,

Esq.. of Passaic, X. ]., a prominent elder and for many years in-

fluential in the councils of the Reformed Church. He was

born at Passaic, ]March 28, 18-I.7. graduated from the University of

the C^ty of Xew York in 1867, and from the Theological Seminary

at Xew Brunswick in 1870. In August of that year, he was or-

dained and installed pastor of the Church at Fishkill, X. Y. , and

in the following October married Miss Josephine Sutphen, of

Brooklyn. In 1874, a protracted illness prompted him to resign

his charge at Fishkill, and in July of the same year he became

stated supply at Spring Valley. While he was thus serving, "the

Church was visited with a revival of religion which shook the

whole town."" In the spring of 1877, he became pastor of the

Bedford Reformed Church of Brooklyn, and entered upon labors

which failing health compelled him in a few years to abandon.

* Compiled from obituary, "Christian Intelligencer," by the Rev. Denis Wortnian. D. C;

.
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Thk Kkv. Petkk E. KIi'P.

Witli enerti;-ies recuperated 1)\' tra\(l, lie acceptcil in March, 1S81,

the pastorate of the Secoiul (liiirch of Schenectady, N. ^'., where a

ministry of six years resulted in an

iui^atherinj:^ of two liundrcd souls.

Ilaxini^ accepted an unaidnions call

Ironi the Cass A\-eniie ri<'sl>\-leiian

Church of ClcNcland, ()hi(), he was

installed in |une, 1SS7, and re-

mained until 1 Sv4 when he be-

came pastor ot' the l'"nst i'reshv-

terian Church of .San Die.n'o, Cali-

tornia, in the ser\'ice of which he

died .Ma\- S, 1 yoo.

Amid the duties of an acti\e

jKistorate Mr. Kipp found time

for literary ]iursuits, and in 1893

published a work entitU-d '-Is

Moses Scientific," which testifies both to his scholarly attainments

and learning, and to his implicit confidence in the Divine inspira-

tion of the Scriptures. He was a man of intense earnestness of

spirit, entirely consecrated to the work of the ministry, exceedingly

jealous for the salvation of the perishing, and of faith unbounded
in the i)ower of the Gospel to renew, reg-enerate and save mankind.

The Rev. Paul F. Sutphen, D. D., a life-long friend of Mr. Kipp,

writes: "In a larger measure than any man I have ever known, he

met the Master's meaning, when He said that whosoever would re-

ceive the kingdom must become as a little chiUl. It was
not that he lacked virility, he was every inch a man, but his nature

was perfectly guileless. He thought no e\il of others. He
trusted men, and in perfect childlike simplicity he trusted

God." Mr. Walter Couch, a parishioner, writes in the California

hidependent : "In the prompting of brotherly feeling the worUl

was his parish. Foreign Missions were with him well nigh a

ruling passion, and he could poorly brook any lagging interest

in this great cause among his people. He never did anything by

halves. His theology was fused by the glowing fires M'ithin. It

was of that energetic type which Albert Barnes called 'Calvinism

in motion,' and with it what the old divines styled, 'a passion for

souls.' The themes of the last two sermons that fell from his lips

were, 'The Resurrection" and 'The New Song.'" The strains of
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that song he has heard ami learned, and nuw, with Jesus in Par-

adise, awaits the coming resurrection of the dead.

\ Thf. Rev. Daniel \'an Pelt, D. D.

The fourth pastor of the Church at Spring Valley was the Rev.

Daniel Van Pelt, I). D. He was born at Schiedam. Netherlands,

October 10, 1853, graduated from the College of the city of New
Vork in 1874, from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick

in 1877, and the same year was ordained and installed pastor of

the Church at Spring \'alley, July tirst. In January, 1879, he be-

came pastor of Hope Church of Holland, Michigan, and subse-

quently of the East New Vork Reformed Church of Brooklyn and

the Remsen Street Reformed Church

of Astoria, the pastorate of which he

resigned about eighteen months ])re-

vious to his death, (Jctober 23, 1900.

•TJ)r. \'an Pelt was a loyal son of

our historic Church, cherishing with

all the artlor of his nature the rich

heritage of her traditions and history.

To the discharge of his duties he

brought a mind well furnished and

instinct with the literary taste of

the scholar sanctitied bv the in-

dwelling of the S])irit of (jod. A
preacher of signal abiHty, he ever

carried beaten oil into the sanc-

tuary. A conscientious minister of Christ, his tendencies were

broad and catholic. An author of wide repute, he being dead yet

speaks, his genial spirit and Christian manhood shining forth from

the matchless histories he has left as a legacy to the world. " *

Dr. \'an Pelt's publications were purely historical. 'I'he first was
issued in 1885, "A Chronological Table ot Events in the History

of the Reformed Church in America;" this was tollowed in 1888,

l)y "A Church and Her ]\Iartyrs;'" in 1892, by three elaborate ar-

ticles in 'AVilson's Memorial History of New \'ork:" in 1897, by
"Pictures of Early Church Life in New Vork," ant! in 1898 by his

largest work "The History of Greater New Vork. " He was one

of the lecturers under the direction of the School Board of Man-
* Compiled from obituary articles published shortly after Ur. Van Pelt's death.

The Rev. Uanikl Van Pklt, D. D.
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hattan, (k'\-. )tiiii;- liimsclfti) llollaml ami tlu- i-arl_\' history of New
\'oik. Ilr was ii.'L;ank'(l as an authoiily on tlu' early Duteli re-

eords of the Colonies ami lranslate(l nuiuy of Iheni for the State

AreluNi's at Alhany.

TiiK Kiv. CoKXKi.ii'S E. C"kisi>ki,i., I). I).

'V\\v sueeessor of Dr. \'aii I'elt in the pastoi'ate of the Chureh

at Spring- \'alley, was the Rev. Cornelius I'.ltinge Crispell, 1). I),

lie is the onl\- li\iii^- rei)resentative of the ministers who liave

been iilentilietl with the Church since its orya/.i/.ation in 1S65. and

his pastorate exceeds 1)\- many years,

the cond)ined jiastorates of his pre-

decessors.

Dr. Crispell is a descendant ot

the Dutch-Hug-uenot families, who

settled the Wallkill valley, and

aniont^ whose members are the

ancestors of manv of the ministers

of the Reformed Church. The

family trace descent from Anthonie

Crepel, one of the eleven associates

of Louis DuBois, in securing- the

New Paltz Patent from Lieutenant

(Governor- eneral Andros. His

wife was INLiria, daughter of

Matthvs Blanchan. They were Huguenots, originally of Artois,

but compelled to fiee for refuge to INIanhcim in the (ierman

Palatinate, from whence they came to America in 1660.

Dr. Crispell is a son of the late Peter Crispell Jr., 1\L D., of

Hurley, Ulster county, N. V., a well known physician of exten-

sive practice. His grandmother Crispell was Jane Hasbrouck,

and his mother was Catherine, youngest daughter of Cornelius

Kltinge and i^landina Klmendorf, of Hurley. She was the sister

of the Rev. Cornelius C. Eltinge, of the Deerpark Churcli, Orange

county, N. V., and of the Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge, D. D., who

for half a century was the most influential minister in the Chassis

of Paramus, and also of Blandina Eltinge, who before her death,

made ample provision for both the classical an<l professional ed-

ucation of her nephew, Cornelius Eltinge Crispell. It hs thus very

evident that little other than Huguenot blood was in his father's

Thk Rkv. C. E. Crisimci,!,, n. D.
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veins, and that little other than Dutch blood was in the veins of

his mother; anil that it may be said of him, he is a Dutch Hugue-

not of Dutch Ilui^^uenots.

Dr. Crispell commenced his classical course with his father,

and v/as prepared for coUeg-e at the Kingston Academy. He

graduated from Rutgers College in 1839 and from the New-

Brunswick Theological Seminary in 1842. In .September of

the same ve;ir he was ordained and installed the first pastor

of the recently organized Reformed Church of Piermont. His

ministry here was terminated in 1847, ^>y his becoming pastor of

the Church of Liidithgow in Livingston Manor, N. Y. , where he

remained for ten years, and in 1857 ren)oved to Schoharie to

succeed the Rev. Ransford Wells, D. D., in the pastorate of the

Church in that beautiful village. These pastorates were in the

state of New York.

In 1863, owing to the chill and dampness of the valley air,

he resigned his pastorate and for three years was rector of the

Grammar school at New Brunswick, N. J., and Professor of History

in Rutgers College. In 1866 he was appointed Professor of Math-

ematics, Natural Philosophy and Astronomy at Hope College,

Michigan, and served as such until his resignation in 1878.

In June, 1867, the General Synods committee on the Profess-

orate called attention to the necessity of inaugurating measures to

secure the establishment of a Theological Seminary at the West.

The language of the report in relation thereto, is this:

"Let Synod follow the steps of the fathers of the Church, and
at this session elect one of the Faculty of Hope College, Professor

of Theology, as were Dr. Livingston and Dr. Solomon Froeligh,

before the seminary was formed, who shall take charge of the

theological class at Holland, Mich., and give instruction in theol-

ogy and properly qualify himself for the same as a professor of

General Synod by signing the proper formula."*

In accordance with this resolution Dr. Crispell was elected

by the General Synod, professor of Didactic and Polemic Theolog)'-

at Hope College. 'Phis arrangement served to secure, after a few

years, a theological seminary at Holland, INIichigan, now known
as the Western Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church.

'Phe duties of this professorship Dr. Crispell performed until June

1877, when by order of General Synod theological instruction was

suspended. During the year 1868-9, by recpiest of Professor Oggel,

* See Minnies of Synod, Vol. XI. pp. 268, 269, 271, 4.S0.
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who was prevented by serious and protracted illness from attend-

ini^r to his official duties, Dr. Crispell taught Pastoral Theology,

and after the death of Professor Oggel, he taught the same for

eight years by the appointment of the Council, acting as a Board

of Superintendents. In 1867 Dr. C'risjiell received the honor-

ary degree of D. D. from Rutgers College, his Alma Mater.

In June, 1879, ^^^ resigned his theological professorshij) for

the purpose of accepting the call of the Church of S]iring \'alley.

N. Y. The pastorate thus inaugurated, has continued nearly

twenty-two years, although it began forty years after Dr. Crispell

graduated from college, and is still bearing fruit, edifying samts,

leading sinners to Christ, and glorifying God. It is doubtful if

there has been or is, in the history of the Classis, another pastor-

ate commencing so late in the life of the pastor, and continuing so

many years. A sublime eulogy of deeds, it rounds out with pecu-

liar beauty a long life of loving service for the loving Master who

has saitl : -'Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a

crown of life."

MEMBERS.

When the Church was organized April i i, 1865, it had fifty-six

names enrolled upon its register. All these came by certificate

from the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of West New Hemp-
stead. At the close of the ministry of Rev. J. R. Brock, the regis-

ter had reached 100. At the close of the ministry of Rev. M. B.

Smith, the number was 108. At the close of the ministry of Rev.

R. De Witt it had reached 151. When the Rev. Peter E. Kipp

closed his services as stated supply, it had increased to 215.

When the Rev. Daniel Van Pelt resigned, nine more had been added,

making a total of 224. During the interval between Dr. Van

Pelt's resignation and the present pastorate, three more were

added, so that when Dr. Crispell took charge of the Church the

register numbered 227. At present, November, 1900, it is 386.

ELDERS AND DEACONS.

Elders. Those who have served as elders are the following.

The first four were chosen at the organization; the last four are now

on the bench :

Andrew I. Tallman, Henry L. Sherwood, Tunis Tallman,
Cornelius I. Blauvelt, Abram C. I. Blauvelt, Isaac Tallman, Hon.
Nicholas C. Blauvelt, Abram Palmer, Richard Smith, William E.

Demarest, Henrj- Smith, Jacob C. DeRunde, Joseph A. Ball, Chris-
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ti;in 1). l'".ckcrson, Al)rain I. ir()i)pcr, Peter T. Ackerman, Peter S.

\'an ()r(len, Peter Talhnan, Andrew Smitli.

Deacons. Those who have served as deacons are the foUow-

m^. The first four were chosen at the organization of the

Chui"ch, the hist four are serving- now :

Ahram Pahiier, Frank C:hahon, Harvey Sherwood, Peter 'Pall-

nian, Aaron I). Blauvelt, Peter T. Ackerman, William Fredericks,

Abrani \'an Zant, R()l)ert C. Maff, Henry Smith, Fanning- V^an

Zant, Jacob C. Deronde, John (". C'ruikshank, DeWitt C. Mercan,

Erastus C. Warren, Andrew Smith, Peter S. Van Orden, John D.

Blauvelt, Henry H. Inglis, James A. Dingman, M. D., Christian

F. Felter, Andrew \'an Orden, Abram
J.

Hopper, W. Parker

Smith, Wm. D. Kerr, (ieorge I\I. Dunlap.

SOCIETIES.

The Sabbath school, the Woman's Christian Association and

the Society of Christian Endeavor.

I. The Sabbath school. This was organized in 1865. Peter

Tallman was its first superintendent. He has been followed in

office by F C. Fets, Frank Charlton,
J.

A. liall. the Rev. R. De-

Witt, R. C. Hafif, William \'an Wagenen, P. T. Ackerman, Andrew

Smith, W. Parker Smith. Wm. I). Kerr, J. Al. (libbs, Miss Maria

R. Haskell. The present superintentlent is Wm. I). Kerr.

Before the pastorate of Dr. Crispeli, no regular catechetical

instruction had been given as a part of its exercises. When he

took charge as pastor, and with the advice of the Consistory intro-

ducetl the Shorter Catechism to aid him in his work, the Sabbath

school, through his invitation and re(iuest, became by its choice

his au.xiliary. Thus the system of the doctrines of the Reformed

Churches became and continues to be the S3'stem of truth taught

weekly, and enforceil monthly by the pastor. In this way, and

through the official oversight and insiiiction, uniformity of the doc-

trinal teaching of the Sabbath s-chooi with the pulpit is st'cured.

The school has contributed yeai-ly to Foreign Missions; and

it has ad(le<l during the last year a "Mission Circle." '''rhe

Twentieth Century Movement," recf)mmended by .Synod and en-

dorsed by Classis, has been approved by the Consistory, and the

Consistory has recommended to the Sabbath school to make contri-

butions not onlv for Foreign Missions, but also for Domestic Mis-

sions and the Hoard of I'.ducatiou. I lie \'ariatioiis of numbers
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and ;i\i ra^i' atlnidaiiCL' arc iiKuk- kiiDWii in the annual reports of

(."oiisistorv to (lassis.

2. I'lie Woman's Christian Association. This had its orij^^in

(hirinj^- the present pastorate, in tlic desire ot' the pastor for its aid,

and of tlie Ix-tter elements of the Church for its work. And the

lio])es enj^endered hv it have not Ixeii disappointed. At (irst it

embraced two departments, the one for t'orei,u;n missions, and

the other for work within the con,a;regation. Soon it addetl the

work for domeslie missions. This orj^an lias done most com-

mendable Work' in all its de{)artnients. It is nineteen years old.

3. 'I"he .Societ}- of Christian ]'".ndea\'or. This is fully as

prc)sj)er()us as its sister societies. Its contributions tor purposes

outside of its own expenses are to its own Cluirch and missions,

and to other s])ecial objects presented by its pastor or otherwise.

It y;ives what it can, but does not promise any specitic sum to any

object.

ITK.MS OK (;f:XI'".RAL INTEREST.

In looking- o\-er the history of the Church, we fhidafew thiny^s

worth\' of s])ecial note.

I. We have not in the number of tlie flock kept pace with

the increase of the population of our village and its vicinity. The

particular reasons which might be assigned for this wt)uld vary

very much with the diverse views and feelings of fallible men. We
know that while the revealed word of God is the instrument by

which God"s work of holiness-making is done, and that while the

gospel ministry by its heralding and teaching functions, is the

chief agency, appointed and blessed, to gather the harvest, that

the eliticient cause in saving is the Holy Spirit. "It is the Spirit

that quickeneth. " It is not "by might nor by powder, but by I\Iy

Spirit, saith the Lord." It is not physical, or mental, or moral

power, but by the exercise of God's ow^n energy in exciting to

action and giving efticiency to means of His appointment that

holiness-making is carried on.

We are, therefore, persuaded that the lack of greater success

in gathering souls into the fold, is owing to the withholding of

the Spirit's energy. We are also persuaded that, in such with-

holdings, the Spirit acts towards us as a perfectly holy, wise and

good person, such as He is. When He is resisted and grieved. He
often withholds His favors. Hence, the reasons for our lack of

greater growth are to be found in our own states, and failures to
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yield olicilience to the Spirit's influences and to conform to His

requirements. As a wise and good father He punishes sinners,

and chastises and graciously rewards His children.

The want of greater success, then, may be simply owing to

our short comings and transgressions. It may, however, be

owing it part, at least, to the need of our being thus tried or tested.

To determine whether the Spirit designs to try or test His

Churches, or to chastise them by His withholding of grace-growth,

we are to look carefully and primarily to the hearts and lives of

the members of the Churches. It is there that we ordinarily will

find why saving effects are wanting.

2. The debt, with which the Church was burdened at its

birth, has been entirely removed. A few special efforts were made
before the present pastorate, by which it was reduced to about

$2,600. This remainder, by systematic working soon disappeared.

In doing this work, and indeed in securing pecuniary means

for any religious or church work during the present pastorate, only

direct giving has been resorted to. For such means fairs, fes-

tivals, suppers, dances, and the various devices often made use

of to raise money, have not once been employed. Neither has

the sacredness of God's house been once sacrificed to please the

world or the worldly. We believe and teach that any deviation

from direct giving is not only evidence of spiritual weakness, but a

cause of it. Such deviations fail to express the required honor

of God, to cultivate the graces of love to God and Christ,

to show men and angels, good and bad, the true Christian character.

They present a false appearance of the power of Christianity. They
seem to combine, and often do combine, the worship of Jehovah

and Eaal.

3. At one time during the present pastorate different views

of one of the elements to be used in the Lord's Supper, threatened

the most serious trouble. It commenced in the Sabbath school.

Some teachers, believing that it is a sin to use wine or fermented

grape juice in the Lord's Supper, taught their scholars such views.

And when some pupils thus taught, came forward to unite with

the Church in full communion, they could not partake of the

liquid element which had always been used in the Church, fer-

mented grape juice. In view of this evil, the pastor, both in the

pulpit and school, labored for uniformity of instructions on this

as well as other subjects in the Sabbath school and pulpit.
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At the same time as agents or a committee of an organiza-

tion outside of the visible Church, some members waited upon tlie

pastor to instruct him and rcMjuest a change in the liquid element

of the supper. The pastor, the one authorized to administer the

sacraments, informed those who waited on him and were seeking

the change, that he could not conscientiously make the change

they ilesired; that if they passed the cup presented to them with-

out partaking of it, their conscientious convictions would screen

them from ecclesiastical censure, and that, while he allowed their

conscientious convictions, they should allow his.

But this did not satisfy; and a complaint was made to Classis

that they were not allowed the privileges of the Lord's Supper in

their Church, and asked for relief. This complaint and request

were signed by ten members. But as they were made without the

knowledge of the pastor and Consistory, they were not entertained

by the Classis. The complaint was then forwarded to the minis

ters of the Classis individually, and they were informed that at the

next meeting of Classis there would be a renewal of the complaint.

Before such meeting, however, the ten learned that their first

resort for relief was the Consistory. The ten then made a formal

complaint to the Consistory that they were deprived of the Sacra-

ment of the Supper of the Lord by being offered "the cup of

devils," and petitioned for a change in the liquid element.

When Consistory did not grant their petition, they appealed

to Classis. That body, after full consideration, referred the matter

back to the Consistory, and counseled them to do all they could

for peace and harmony.

Upon this counsel the Consistory resolved, that they would

continue to do all they could to promote peace and harmony in the

Church.

When this resolution was communicated to the ten, their

leader inquired of the pastor what they should do.' The answer

was: If you cannot desist from agitating the question and dis-

turbing the Church by teaching in her, views different from her

teachings, you had better ask for certificates of dismission and

join some Church holding your views.

Flereupon, eight of the ten followed the advice, and the two

ceased to teach their different view in the organs of the Church.

Thus the Church- wrecking bomb, which has been thrown into many

Churches, did not cripple us, but our loss of numbers was felt.



THE SECOND HOLLAND

REFORMED CHURCH OF PATERSON

BY

The Rkv. Theouoke \V. Welles, D. D.

THE Church bearing the corporate title, The Second Holland

Reformed Dutch Church of Paterson, was organized Octo-

ber 8, 1866, at a meeting held at ^Monumental Hall, sometimes

called Crane's Hall, No. 199 ]\Iain street.

"A sermon was preached by the Rev. \V. C. Wust, after

which the names of 138 persons were announced, and they were
received as members on confession of their faith in Christ. Ten
others were received by certificate of Church membership. The
male members then selected as elders, Pauline Pyle, Jacob
Quadland and Jan Van den Bleyker; as deacons, Jan Smith, Ab-
raham Hurschap and Cornelius Van den Bork. "" *

The Rev. A. H. Bechthold.

The Church thus constituted, at once called the Rev. Arend

Hendrick Bechthold, who was installed the tirst pastor of the

Church November 4. 1S66. He came to Paterson as the suc-

cessor of the Rev. Jacobus De Rooy, who led the Holland

Church of Paterson, which the Classis organized in 1S56 to affiliate

with the True Reformed Dutch Church, so called, but his views

being too liberal, the officers closed the doors of the church against

him, causing about a hundred communicants to withdraw, and

to apply to the Classis of Paramus for Church organization, t It

was in compliance with this request that the Second Holland

Church was organized. Mr. Bechthold, however, did not remain

very long with the Church he founded, as January 14, 1868, the

pastoral relation was dissolved. ^Ir. Bechthold was born at

Amsterdam, Netherlands, in 1822. He came to America in 1859,

having been superintendent for a couple of years of a kind of

orphan asylum named Surhiaai?ische Mettray, in Surinam, \\ . I.

* Report to Classis. f History of Bergen and Passaic Counties, p. 494-5.
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Thk Kev. a. H. Bechthold.

Ilo had tlcteniiineil to become a missionary in Soutli Africa, but

arrivin;^ in Boston, sickness and death in his househokl caused

him to wait until the foUowing' spring'.

Hearing of a colony of Hollanders at

Roxbury, he sought them out and

commenced religious services among
them which led to the establishment

of a Dutch Church, which, in 1873,

was organized as the Holland Congre-

gational Church of Boston Highlands.

While laboring- in Boston, Mr. Becht-

hold was licensed and ordained by
the North Suftolk Association of Massa-

chusetts, from which he was received

by the Classis of Paramus. and July

17, 1871, dismissed to the Classis of

New York, to become pastor of the Hol-

land Reformed Church in New York, in the service of which he re-

mained until his death, November fifteenth, 1884.

The Rev. Adri.ax K. Kasse.

The successor of the Rev. Mr. Bechthold in the pastorate of

this Church, was the Rev. Adrian K. Kasse, who was in-

stalled :May seventeenth, 1868, in IMonumental Hall, the place in

which the Church had worshiped since its organization. This

proved to be the last pastorate of Mr. Kasse, as he died in Octo-

ber, 1874, and he proved to be the last pastor ot the Church, as

in compliance with a request from a discouraged portion of the

communicant members, the Church was disbanded February six-

teenth, 1875, although in June, 1874, it reported 48 families, 121

communicants, $111 contributed for benevolent purposes, and

$704 for congregational purposes. History is often very mys-
terious.

The Rev. Adrian K. Kasse was born in the Netherlands April

twenty-second, 181 7. When a young man he was deeply interested

in the religious movement throughout Holland in 1837, which led

many to separate from the State Church. A large number who
did so were persecuted by the government, and among these was

Mr. Kasse, who was imprisoned for six months in the city of

Middleburgh. This probably led him to emigrate to America in
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1846. He made Pultncyville, N. Y., tlie place of his residence,

and almost immediately commenced to lead the religious meet-

ings of the Hollanders. In 1851 he

was licensed hy the Classis of (jen-

eva, and ordained pastor of the Hol-

land Church of the hamlet in which

he resided. In this charge he re-

mained until 1 86 1, when he became

pastor of the Holland Church at Buf-

falo, N. Y., and in 1864 of the Hol-

land Church at Cleveland, Ohio.,

from whence he came in 1868 to

his pastorate at Paterson. "Mr.

Kasse was a man of firm faith in

the Lord Jesus Christ, which strength-

ened him for the duties of life

and enabled him to endure with

sublime heroism the sufferings of his fatal illness. As a

preacher he was soundly evangelical, as a pastor he was very

zealous and always faithful, as a man, sincere and true, the friend

of all, the enemy of none. "* His funeral was from the Second

Reformed church, October twenty-sixth. The clergy of the Classis

acted as pallbearers and the large church was filled to its utmost

capacity, giving impressive testimony to the high esteem the de-

parted man had won during his short residence in thf^ city.

* "Christian InteUigencer," November 5, 1874.

The Rev. Adrian K. Kassk.



THE

NORTH REFORMP:d CHURCH OF PASSAIC.

in'

TlIK Rk.V. J. II. Will I KIIKAI).

Till'". Norlli Rcrormcd Church is the (Hrcct out.t.Towtli of the

C'hurih of Acciuackanonk, — the (Vuit of tlic divine l)!essin<^

restin.L;- upon the faitliful h"\'es an<l labors of its ministers and

members. The story ot the providences and discussions that led

to the establishment of the new enterprise has formed an interest-

ing: portion of the sketch of the mother Church, in this volume.*

After the general excitement of the war of the Rebellion had

abated, and people had returned to the ordinary pursuits of peace,

the population ofPassaicf— then a villag-e called Acquackanonk

—

developed rapidly, and beyond the ability of the original Church

to provide religious privileges for all. The wise and energetic

minister, the Rev. }. Paschal Strong, discerned the opportunity for

Church extension in the northern portion of the community, and

in this he was cordially joined by several of his devoted laymen.

Prominent among those who favored the movement were Messrs.

Edo Kip, John Cornelison Marsellus, Samuel V. S. Mandeville, Dr.

Cornelius Van Riper, A. Zabriskie Van Houten, and John N. Ter-

hune. The decision to establish another congregation of our or-

der involved no little sacrifice for those who identified themselves

with it, and for the Church of which they had long been influ-

ential members. It is no wonder, therefore, that serious and pro-

tracted debate should have preceded final action, but the larger

interests of the Kingdom and its work in the community prevailed,

and a petition was presented to the Classis of Paramus, at its

meeting held September fifteenth, 1868, asking for the establish-

ment of a new Church. This petition was signed by thirty-four

heads of families, and others. In response, a committee of the

Classis, the Rev's W. W. Halloway, B. C. Lippincott and G. INI.

*See history of Acquackanonk Church, pp. 195-7- 1 1" •'^^S, less than 4,000.

In 1900, the Census reports 27,777.
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S. Bhuivelt, met with the people in the chapel of the Acquackanonk

Church, Deccmher third, 1868. The sermon was delivered by the

Rev. -Mr. Halloway, on the text, St. Matthew x.x: 26-28. Letters of

dismission were received from thirty-six Church members, afterward

increased to fifty-eii^ht, and it was resolved to organize the North

Reformed Church of Passaic. The first Consistory was then

chosen and installed, as follows : Elders, ]\Iessrs. Edo Kip, S.

V. S. ]Mandeville, John I. Ackerman, Adrian Hopper, and deacons.

The North Reformed Church of I-'assaic,— 1869.

Messrs. Jf)hn C. ^larsellus, A. Zabriskie ^'an Ilouten, Nicholas

Alyea, Cornelius Van Riper.

Steps were immediately taken toward the selection of a site

and the erection of a chapel, leaving the question of a church

edifice for some future time. The northwesterly corner of Hamil-

ton avenue and Jefferson street was agreed upon, ami an ample
plot of ground, 137 by 188 feet, was generously donated by ]\Ir.

Edo Kip. Upon the westerly portion of the Jefferson street front

an attractive and commodious frame structure, with a seating

capacity of 350, was erected, under the supervision of a Iniilding

committee consisting of ^Messrs. Kip, Alyea, \'an Houten and



IIISIOKIKS (i|- I 111' ( IIPI<( IIKS 477

.Man(lc\ illc. DiiriiiL; lln- liiiu' <,\' its rouslriu tioii, S;il>I)atli services

wiM-e held ill llic cilKirc v>\' ihe niollur ( 'linrt-|i. 'I'lu- wei^kh' ])ra\-er

nuH'linijs were appointed in the lionu-s of tlie new cung-regation.

At (lie layiniL: <>* the conuM-sloiu', appiopriate services were hehl
in the Mdhodisl I'.piseopal (.hni\li, then slandiiiL;- on llie corner
ot Howe a\eiiue and l'i()S|)ect street, tlie site ol' the present

Mnnicipal l^iiihliiiL;-. Ihe Rev. Alexander R. I'lioinpson, I). I).,

ol Iirooklyn, X. \'., preaclu-d the sennoii from l''.phesi;iiis, iiiiiy,

The North Church Parsonai.k,-— i .Sdy.

"lacing- rooted and g-rounded togetlier in love." On the thirteenth

of June, 1869. the chapel was dedicated to the worshii) of (lod,

the sermon being delivered by the Rev. Marshall B. Smith, I). I).,

from Kzekiel vi: 14, "And they bnildeti and Hnislied it according

to the commandment of God," and Xehemiah iv: 6, "
. . For the

people had a mind to work."

A i)arsonage was also undertaken in this first year, although

the exact date of its erection is not preserved in the records of the

Church. It is a well appointed house, on the Hamilton avenue
front of the Church projjerty, and has affordetla comfortable home
for the successive ministers and their tamilies throuirh these more
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than thirty years. The cost of the chapel and parsonage amounted

to $23,601, of which $13,246 was raised by subscription, leaving

a debt of $10,355. During 1873, this was entirely paid, and on

January twentieth, 1874, a [ubilee service was held, at which a

congratulatory address was made by the Rev. John A. Lansing,

D. I)., and a purse containing $306 was presented to the Rev.

Mr. Kellogg, who was then pastor.

A Sabbath school was organized in July, 1869, having an at-

tendance of six teachers and about eighty scholars. Elder Kdo

Ki]i was chosen as its first superintentlent. After a service of sev-

eral years he was followed by Mr. Edward Roberts, Mr. A. Z. Van

Houten, Mr. Metcalf Everett, Mr. Abram H. Ackerman, Mr. T. A.

R. Goodlatte and Mr. Thomas M. Moore, and these brethren have

frequently been re-elected. Erom the beginning and throughout

its entire history, our Sabbath school has been marked by a strong

mission character, gathering a large proportion of its scholars

from homes where there is little other religious influence.

Another important feature is the habit of active personal co-opera-

tion, as officers and teachers, by nearly every member of the Con-

sistory. Elder A. Z. Van Houten is now the superintendent.

Deacon R. C. Winshiji, his assistant, and Deacon A. C. Worten-

dyke, the treasurer. The senior and intermediate departments

have enjoyed the advantages of a large corps of capable teachers,

several of whom have served for many years. There are three

well-appointed Bible classes, — one for adults, taught by Miss Lue

Hagaman; the others, by Mrs. Thomas M. Moore and Miss

Clara L. Buhlig. The school has also been peculiarly favored in

those who have had charge of its primary department. Mrs. Ed-

win |. Richmond, whose memory is fondly cherished by many

whom she thus influenced in their earliest years, became the

teacher at its organization, and for many years was ably assisted

by Mrs. John N. Terhune. The primary department is now taught

by Mrs. Russell C. Winship, with Mrs. Charles H. llelfrich and

Miss Cornelia W. Strong, assistants.

The Rev. Joseph Paschal Strong.

In the selection of their first pastor, it was natural that the

people should desire the man under whose efficient leading the

Church had been established. Acconlingly, May twenty-ninth.
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1869, a call was made upon (lie Rev. j. I'asclial Stroiii,^ wliirli he

accepted, and tlu' installation service was held on |nly eleventh.

The sermon was delivered by the Rev. W. W. Ihdloway, the

charge to the jtaslor by the Rev.
J. 11. Dnnea, 1). I^., and the

chargfe to the peoi)le by the Rev. George I\l. S. HIauvelt.

Mr. Stront;- was born in 1825, at Flatbush, I.ong Island, where
his father, the Rev. 'i'lioinas AI. Strong, I). 1). , wa.s the pastor of

the Rifornii'd Church for thirty-nine years. His mother was l-'.llen

Campbell, a sister of the Rev. William II. Campbell, \.L. I)., the

honored president of Rutgers College. In his boyhood, Mr. Strong
had been attracted toward the legal j)rofession and. (jn graduat-

ing from Rutgers in 1845, he entered the office of a distinguished

tirm of lawyers on Long Island, as

a student. Later however, he re-

cognized the call to the Gospel min-

istry and, completing his theologi-

cal course at New Brunswick in 1 850,

he became one of a company of four

brothers who followed their hon-

ored father in his chosen life work,

['hat he made no mistake in this

decision has been abundantly prov-

en by his record of ability and hdel-

ity in all the Churches in which he

was called to serve. *

The pastorate of Mr. Strong in

the North Church was not of long
duration. After most faithful labors for a year, his failing health

demanded his retirement from active service for several months.
Partially recovering, however, he remained with his charge until

April, 1872, when he accepted a call to the Reformed Church of

Belleville, N. J. Our Church list shows that during his pa.storate

of less than three years, there were received to fellowship, besides

the fifty-eight original members, twelve by confession of faith and
twenty-eight by certificate from other Churches, making a total of

ninety-eight.

His pastorate at Belleville continued until 1879, when he en-

tered ujion his work in the Reformed Church of Cohoes, N. Y.

Here his ministry of eleven years was eminently successful. In
•For tlie earlier pastorates of Mr. Strong, see history of the Acquackaiionk

Church, in this volume, p. 194.

The Rkv. J. Paschal Strong.
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October, 1890, he removed, to assume the pastorate of the Re-

formed Church at Kast Millstone, N.
J. He had l)een only two

months in this last charge, when the end of his earthly service

came, on the seventh of December, 1890. The circumstances are

worthy of record. It was Sabl)ath evening, during the delivery

of his sermon, that he was smitten with apoplexy. His text was

in First Samuel, xvii:32, "And David said to Saul, Let no man's

heart fail l)ecause of him." Reaching the third division of his

theme, he was describing the Christian's privilege of confiding in

the power of Cod :

—

"Deliverance is sure. It comes in Gods own way. (iod

had salvation for Israel, but it was coming from a quarter not in

the least expected. The young champion came back with

Goliath's head in his liand. Such triumphs are yours. Here God
was exalted, and pride was laid low. So now, God wants not for

deliverers. He lo\'es. He knows. He guards His saints. His

young Soldier never advances to an exposed post, but Jehovah

shields his picket on duty. But tlie morning star often arises in a

difterent part of the heavens from what we look for
—

"

just as he was uttering these words, feeling himself tottering,

and using the exj)ression "falling star, " insteadof "morning star,"

he fell, and being removed to his home, dicnl during the night. It

was ujjon the same Sabbath also, that President Campbell, his

uncle, passed to his eternal reward.

The above (piotation from the notes of Mr. Strong's last ser-

mon is an indication of his usual j)uli)it work. He was eminent

as an earnest Gospel preacher, and as a faithful student with a

constructive aim, — to find the Lord Jesus Christ as man's Savior.

He was a man of devout piety, of consistent conduct, and of un-

tiring diligence. He secured the unbounded love of his i)eo])le

and made a deep and lasting impression on the community. A
Bible class of over one hundred young men in the Church at

Cohoes was his sj)ecial i)ritle, and their affection was e\'inced by

the large nimd)er who were j)resent from such a distance, at the

funeral services in luxst Millstone. The fruit ol his influence

among young men has been shown, also, in the li\'es of such

valued workers in our Church as the Rev. Daniel Rapalje, I). 1).,

of the Amoy Mission, China; the Re\'. |. Howard Smdam, I). I).,

who delivered the funeral sermon, and the Rev. Peter !•'.. Kipp,

the sou of our senior elder, whose decision to pre|)are for the
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niinistrv was reached under the pastorale ot this faithful counselor.

On the day followinj^; the funeral at East Millstone, Friday,

December twelfth, i8yo, a service was heUl in the Acquackanonk

Church, in Passaic, at which comforting addresses were made by

the Rev. I)rs. Gaston and Duliois. .\fter prayer by the Rev. Mr.

Whitehead, the body was laid at rest in the family plot in the cem-

etery of that Church.

Mr. .^trong was married. June ei<j;-htcenth, 1851, to Cornelia

Whitney Heyer, of New \'()rk city, daug'hter of John Suydam

Heyer, and Catherine Elizal)eth Olcott. After his death his fam-

ily returned to Passaic. Mrs. Strong's death occurred ]March six-

teenth, 1893. The only son. Mr. Mason R. Strong, is a member

of our Great Consistory. Of four daughters, one died in infancy;

the others, Catherine H. Strong, Elizabeth G. Strong and ('ornelia

W. Strong, are identified with the North Church.

The Rev. Charles Dor Kellogg.

From among several prominent ministers whose names were

considered by the Consistory, on the retirement of I\Ir. Strong,

their unanimous choice was the Rev. Charles D. Kellogg, of

Bacon Hill, N. Y. He was called, June twenty-fifth, 1872, and

was duly installed on the twelfth of

the following September. The ser-

mon at this service was preached by

the Rev. Goyn Talmage, U. D.

,

then of Paramus.

Mr. Kellogg was born at Ann Ar-

bor, Mich., July third, 1842. His

preparatory studies were pursued at

the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute

and the Peekskill Academy. He

was graduated at Princeton College

and Theological Seminary. In 1863

he was licensed to preach the Gos-

nel and in June of the same yearpci, aiiK^ 111 J J The Rkv. Charles D. Kellogg.

he was installed as the pastor of

the First Presbyterian Church of Wilmington, Del. After a ser-

vice there of five years, he was called to the Reformed Church of

Bacon Hill, N. Y. . and soon added to his care the neighboring

Church of Fort Miller, continuing the conjoint pastorate until 1872,
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when he removed to Passaic. In September, 1879, he offered his

resignation as ]iastor of the North Church, to accept the call of

the Presbyterian Churches of Sandy Hill and Fort Kdward, Sara-

toga county, N. Y. , where he beg^an his ministry on the first Sabbath

of October, and where he is still laboring, with evident tokens of

the divine blessing. This joint pastorate continued for twenty years,

when he became pastor of the Church of Sandy Hill alone, -

a step rendered necessary by the rapid growth of that village.

During his ministry there of twenty-one and a half years, that

Church has erected a new house of worship, dedicated in Febru-

ary, 1895, and now free from debt. He has received 275 persons

to membership, and the Church now numbers 360.

Mr. Kellogg married. October sixth, 1863, .Mary Jane Bancus,

daughter of the Hon. Joseph Bancus and Catherine Y.. Bryan, of

Northumberland, Saratoga county, N. Y. I'hey have four children:

Joseph Augustus, Florence Grace, Charles Withrow, and Kate.

When Mr. Kellogg assumed the pastorate in the North

Church, the jiroblems of the new organization were not wholly

solved. By his characteristic earnestness, however, much sub-

stantial work was accomplished and the interests of the parish

were advanced even beyond the expectations of the most hopeful.

His ministry was especially marked by a successful movement to

liquidate, in a single year, 1873, '^'^ accumulated debt of over ten

thousand dollars, and also by the maintenance of a fruitful mis-

sion enterprise in connection with a union Sal)bath school in the

Dundee section of this city. iNIany who have since l)ect)me able

religious leaders date the beginning of their spiritual experience to

the influence of this work. During ]Mr. Kellogg's pastorate, 181

persons were enrolled as members of the Church, of whom 119

were received upon confession of their faith, and 62 by certificate

from other Churches.

The Rev. Asher A.ndersox.

After the resignation of Mr. Kellogg, the puli)it remained
vacant until the following spring, when the Rev. Asher Anderson,
then at Fishkill Yillage, N. Y., became pastor. ']"hc call was
extended on the tenth of :\rarch, and the installation service was
held on the eleventh of May, 1880. The sermon was delivered by
the Rev. Prof T. Sauford Doolittle. D. D. , of Rutgers Colle"-e.
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Mr. Anderson was horn. July tu'cnty-third. 1846, at Klatbush,

Long Island. At the aji^e of fourteen, he entered upon a four

years' course at the then famous Era.smus Hall Academy in Flat-

hush, where he studied under principals Van Kleeck, and Howard,

who later became the president of Aurora Colleg^e, X. V., and Mack,

formerly of Vale. He became a member of the Reformed Church

in March 1866, and lar<^ely through the influence of Dr. Doolittle,

who formerly had been a pastor of the home Church, he was led

to resume his studies and prepare for the ministry. Mr. Ander-

son graduated from Rutgers College in 1870, and from the Theo-

logical Seminary at New Brunswick in 1873. During his theo-

logical course he was chosen to de-

liver the address in behalf of the

Seminary students, at the dedica-

tion of SuA'dam Hall.

Mr. Anderson's first settlement in

the pastorate was at Flatbush, Ul-

ster county, \. v., from July, 1873,

to September, 1876. Thence he re-

moved to Fishkill Village, Dutchess

county, X. Y. , and remained there

until ^larch, 1880, when he was

called to this Church. In Xovem-

ber, 1885, he was compelled to re-

sign on account of ill health, and

accepted a call to the Congregational

He labored in that parish until Janu-

ary, 1 891, when he assumed the duties of his present charge at

Meriden, Conn. The First Congregational Church of that city, of

which he is pastor, was organized in 1729, and is now the fourth

largest Church in the state, having a membership of nearly nine

hundred. In 1895, Mr. Anderson became secretary of the Board

of Trustees of the Xational Council of Congregational Churches.

He has also held the office of president of the Connecticut State

Union of Christian Endeavor societies, and moderator of the Con-

gregational State Association. In July, 1900, he delivered the an-

nual address before the alumni association of Rutgers College,

upon "The Bible in the Curriculum." In December, 1900, he was

elected secretary of the Provincial Committee of the Xational

Council of Congregational Churches, and editor of the Year Book

The Rev. Asiikr Anderson.

Church, of Bristol, Conn.
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of that denomination. He is also the author of a little volume,

entitled "Steps for Beginners," intended for the use of those who

are considering- the duty of becoming members of the Church.

Mr. Anderson was married, October second, 1873, to Mary

Elizabeth, daughter of the Hon. John Dorrance, of Freehold,

X. |. Two of live children are living : John Dorrance Anderson,

of New York, and Libbie .\cker Anderson.

After nearly four years of his ministry in the North Church

had passed, Mr. Anderson delivered a sermon, December, 1883,

in commemoration of the fifteenth anniversary of the organization,

in which he refers to the condition of the congregation at that

time, as follows :

"The duties of this pastorate were begun under circumstances

not a little discouraging. Owing to the long time when the Church

had no pastor, some of the flock became disheartened. A tew

removed themselves to other Churches in this city and elsewhere.

Others who had strayed during this time became attached to the

Churches where they were then worshiping and applied for their

letters, even after the present pastorate had begun. The life of the

Church had by no means gone out, and, as it was aptly remarked

by one of our members, 'It will live.' Soon the first signs of that

vigorous life l)egan to appear. Since that time zeal, activity,

growth, harmony, consecration have characterized the work of

our Church. . . . Today it is our privilege to minister to a

congregation of souls that is well characterized in the words of

the second te.xt of the dedication sermon of Dr. Smith. 'For the

people had a mind to work.
" '"

The condition of the Church continued to improve during the

remaining years of Mr. Anderson's service. Many families became

identified with the congregation, and the annual reports show a

steady increase in membership. The various societies of the con-

gregation grew in activity, and the bond of affection between the

pastor and his people became an inspiration to good works. Dur-

ing the nearly six years of Mr. Anderson's ministry 52 persons

united with the Church upon confession of their faith, and 105 by

certificate from other Churches, making a total of i 57 additions.

The Rev. Joseph Henry Whitehead.

In this instance, there was only a brief vacancy in the pulpit.

Mr. Anderson having resigned on November second, 1S85, Mr.
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WliitcluMil s|icnl tlu' last Salihatli of that inontli with the Churtli,

was calh'd carU' in December, accepted, and bci^an his thities n\\

the first Sabbath of the New ^eaI, i<SS6. 'I'hc- lornial service of

instaUation was deleiied liy the re((uest of the pastor-elect, beinjj;'

hehl on the thirteenth ol thi' ("oUowin^- Ma\-. ( )n that occasion

the sermon was delivered bv the Kcv. Alexander K. Thoinpson,

D.I)., of Iirooklyn, N. \'., from the text, First Corinthians, i: 18.

Mr. Whitehead was born in the city of New' York, in 1847.

His father's taniily were members of the Eleventh, — more recent-

ly known as the Memorial— Presbyterian Church. His father was

for many years a mend)er of its

Hoard of Trustees. In liis boyhood,

Mr. Whitehead attended the pub-

lic schools of the city. He is an

alumnus of Williams CoUei^e, class

of 1869, and of Union Theological

Seininarv. class of 1872. He was

licensed to preach the Gospel by the

Presbytery of New York. Immedi-

ately upon his graduation from the

seminary, he accepted the call of

the Reformed Church of Pompton

Plains, N. J., being ordained to the

ministry and installed as pastor

July twenty-third, 1872. His pas-

torate at Pompton Plains continued twelve years. In the spring

of 1884, he was calleil to become the pastor of the First Presby-

terian Church of East Orange, N. ). In November, 1885, he re-

signed, and soon afterward accepted the call of the North Church.

Mr. Whitehead married, June twentieth, 1872, Helena, daugh-

ter of Edw^n M. Haight, Esq., of New York, a ruling elder of their

childhood Church. When, at the close of their summer vacation,

1884, the pastor's family had come to the parsonage at East

Orange, Mrs. Whitehead died, after an illness of only a few days.

On the first of December, 1885, Mr. Whitehead married M. F:iiza-

beth, daughter of Alexander Hamilton Wallis. FLsq., of Jersey City.

F'ive children, two sons and three daughters, are living : Josephine,

Edwin Haight, Henry Clarence, Lilian Louise, and Alice Cecilia.

At the time of Mr. Whitehead's settlement in Passaic, exten-

The Rkv. J. H. Whitehead.
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sive improvements were made to the parsonage, and a debt of

53,500 resting upon the Church property was removed by the

close of the first year. During the summer months of 1886

evangelistic services were conducted on Sabbath evenings in the

Music Hall on !Main avenue, and in the spring of 1887, a success-

ful series of union services were held in this city, by the Rev. B.

F. ^lills. In the autumn of 1886, religious work was begun in

Garfield, an easterly suburb of Passaic, weekly cottage meetings

being established there, and in 1888, with the co-operation of the

mother Church of Acquackanonk, a chapel was erected. Its pul-

pit was supplied by students from the New Brunswick Seminary,

until the Reformed Church of Garfield was organized in January,

1891.

In Clifton also, just beyond the northern boundary of Pas-

saic, Avere the homes of several families identified with the North

Church. It was deemed wise that steps should be taken toward

the development of a Reformed Church there. This was accom-

plished in April, 1892, and the story of these faithful enterprises is

related in this volume. Both received their main support—^per-

sonal and financial— from the North Church. At their organiza-

tion, 19 members were dismissed to the Church at Garfield; 22 to

the Church at Clifton.

In the autumn of 1889, the rescue work of the Passaic Street

Mission was begun, among those who toil in the mills and fac-

tories of the city. For some time it was without a settled home,

but early in 1892, by a contribution of 53,000 a permanent location

and ample facilities were provided by the Consistory. A well-

equipped reading-room was established, sewing and milliner)'^

classes for girls were gathered, and a large assembly hall erected

on the rear of the premises, 277 Passaic street. This work was

continued until, in the winter of 1893-4. it was decided wise to

transfer the property to the care of Mr. James R. IMorris and others

as an independent mission.

The need of more ample Church accommodations had long

been a topic of discussion in the congregation. In the pamphlet

already quoted from * we find the following sentence :

••We are heartily glad that not a few are beginning to see the

necessity of preparing ourselves against the day when the encour-

aging success so far attained shall lead to the building of the

* See the Rev. Mr. .\ndersons sermon, on fifteenth anniversarv of the Church.
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Cliurcli, in \\lii(.h tlic work you so heartily cnjo)' can be yet mcjre

al)un(laiitl\- promoted.

"

15iit the ('luiixli, never a \\H'alth\' !)<)(1\', had its strent^th ([uite

lidly oecupied with its euiTent work from \ear to year, and it was
not until tlie New \'ear mornint; prayer meetins^- * of i88y, tliat the

project ol a new church luiildiiiL;" was openly proposed. It was

very tittin^- that this suf;\L;estion, at this time, should come from

t)ne who, in all the history of the North C'liurch, liad been scj in-

timately associated with its welfare, Elder Edo Kip. Acting upon

this, the Consistory took the matter under careful consideration, at

its January meetiuL!:, and havin^,^ decided that the time seemed to

ha\'e come for building-, called upon the Great Consistory for

counsel. This Ix^dy, composed of such wise and loyal men as

Guild Copeland, John Hemion, S. T. Zabriskie, William Burgess,

DeWitt C. Cowdrey, Abram H. Ackerman, George K. J)insmf)re,

at a meeting hehl January twenty-eighth, unanimously con-

firmed the action of the Consistory. Then a full meeting of

Church members and pew holders was summoned for ?'el>ruary

fifth, and it was found that they, too, were quite unanimously in

favor of the movement. The Consistory proceeded at once to ap-

point a building committee, consisting of the following gentle-

men : The Rev. }. H. Whitehead, chairman; Mr. Simeon T.

Zabriskie, secretary; Mr. Henry P. Doremus, treasurer; Mr. Edo
Kip, Mr. Thomas M. Moore, Mr. John Hemion, Mr. Thomas A.

R. Goodlatte, and Mr. Frank Hughes.

An appeal was made to the congregation on Sabliath mcjrn-

ing, February eleventh, to raise the sum of $25,000, and it was
subscribed at once. Of this, one-third was the gift of Mr. Edo
Kip. The faithfulness of the subscribers was shown by the fact

that less than one half of one percent, of the entire amount re-

mained unpaid at the time of the dedication of the Church, two
years later. In aid (_)f this movement, the women of the Church

formed themselves into a Church Furnishing Society, of which

Mrs. Henry P. Doremus was the gifted and untiring president, and

by their efforts placed in the treasury the goodly sum of $4,200.

They supplied the carpets, pews, cushions, pulpit furniture, and

the furnishing of the ladies' parlor on the west side of the build-

ing. Plans were prepared by Mr. Isaac Pursell, architect, of Phil-

* The New Year morning meeting for prayer has been a most interesting and profit-

able custom of this Church since 1887.
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adelphia, the work of excavation was begun, and on the twenty-

sixth of October, 1889. the corner stone was laid, with appropriate

exercises. A concise historical statement was read by Mr. S. T.

Zabriskie, the secretary of the committee, and a masterly address

was delivered by President Merrill E. Gates, LL. D. , of Rutgers

College, on the theme, "The Church, as the Conserver of Good."'

The construction of the building was completed in the spring

The North Reformed Church of Passaic,— 1891.

of I 89 1, and the service of dedication was held exactly one year

and six months after the laying of the corner stone. The dedica-

tion sermon was delivered on Sabbath morning, April twenty-sixth,

1 89 1, by the Rev. Edward P. Terhune, D. D.
,
pastor of the First

Reformed Church of Williamsburgh, Brooklyn, E. D. His text

was Psalm 77:13, "Thy way, O God, is in the Sanctuary." Other
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services wore held in the afternoon and eveninij, and on tlie

evenings of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursthiy and Friday

followini^. Al! phases of Church life and work were presented;

the Sabbath school, the fellowship of the Churches, the prayer

meeting-. Young People's Societies, Domestic and Foreign Mis-

sions. Sermons and addresses were delivered by the former

pastors of the Church, the resident clergy of the city, and the

Revs. Fdward B. Coe. D. D., Carlos Martyn, D. D., Abbott. F.

Kittredge. I). D., (ieorg-e H. Smythe, D. D., and John W. Conklin.

Altogether it was a royal feast of good things, exceptional in

interest and sj)iritual stimulus in every department of Church

life. The musical program for the week was under the direction

of Miss Fanny Osborne, the Church organist, and reflected credit

upon the leader, the choir, and all who assisted them.

The report of the secretary gives the following description of

the building: The size of the ground plan is on a square of 86

feet. The audience room is 70 feet square and has a seating

capacity for 650 people. It is built of a light gray limestone from

the Avondale quarries in southern Pennsylvania, with cut trim-

ming of Indiana limestone. The general style is pointed Gothic,

with a graceful stone spire, rising 139 feet above the curb. The

pulpit and choir gallery are situated in the corner opposite the

spire, and the seats are arranged in an arc of a circle, in compact

form, bringing the audience fully, yet comfortably, before the

speaker. Besides the principal entrance with its commodious

inner vestibule, there are ample vestibule entrances on Hamilton

avenue and Jefferson street. The floor is very slightly bowled,

to secure an easy view of the pulpit from all sides. Special ar-

rangements have been made for ventilation, by means of a large

shaft to which the lower body of air is continually drawn. The

pulpit platform, organ loft and wainscoting are of selected oak,

the pews and pulpit furniture of sycamore, and the rest of the

trimming is of white pine.

Only the main portion of the building is as yet erected.

The plan includes the future addition of a chapel for the use of

the Sabbath school, a pastor's study, reading rooms, etc., occu-

pying the ground on which the original church still stands.

Several of the beautiful windows have been placed in the

church as memorials. The Rose window on the north side, was

given by the primary scholars in remembrance of Mrs. Richmond,
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who for SO man}' years had charge of that department of the Sabbath

school. The two large windows underneath this were g^iven by the

.Sahl)ath school, one by the g-irls, the other by the l)oys. The two

smaller ones by the pastor's sons, Kdwin and Henry. The large

window on the Jefferson street side, is in memory of Mrs. Ktio

Kil>, of whom the older members of the Church cherish the most

tender ami grateful recollection. In addition to these, Mrs.

Sarah L. Clark, since deceased, gave the large Bible now on

the pulpit desk, and also an onyx baptismal font, in memory
of her elder son, Andrew D. Phillips. Mr. and Mrs. Henry P.

Doremus gave the onyx pedestal and jardiniere, in memory of

their little son, Harry. Mrs. Copeland gave the communion
service in memory of her husband. Guild Copeland, who for

twenty years had been a pillar in the Church, having filled the

office of elder a greater portion of that time. The communion
table was given by jNIr. and Mrs. A. Z. Van Houten, and the pulpit

desk by the Rev. R. IM. Offord.

In the autumn of 18S2. a pipe organ had been purchased, at

an expense of $1,200. This was transferred, without change,

from the old church to the new, and has held its place, doing ex-

cellent service for nearly twenty years. It is hoped, however, that

it may soon yield to an instrument of larger size and more modern

equipment, — better adapted to our present auditorium. This

Church has long had a reputation in the community for the culti-

vation of the higher grades of sacred music. During the present

pastorate, an evening service has been held on each Thanksgiving

Day, and also on Good Friday. At these and other special ser-

vices, such works as Farmer's "]\Iass in B flat,
" Rossini's "Stabat

Mater," Gounod's "]Messe Solennelle, " Stainer's "Crucifixion,"

and "Daughter of Jairus," Barnliy's "Rebecca," Gaul's "Holy
City," and "Ruth"' have been sung. Very much of the success in

the interpretation of these noble writers, and the musical interest

of the congregation, is due to the leadership of the organist. Miss

Fanny Osborne, of New Vork, who has directed the music since

January, 1889.

Five societies are in active operation in the Church: the

Ladies' ^Missionary Society, the Ladies' Aid Society, the King's

Daughters' Circle, and the Christian Endeavor societies, Senior

and Junior.

The Ladies' [Missionary Society, "includes every woman in
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tlu' Church, 011 thc\^Toun<l that no one wlio has confessed Christ

as her I.ord can he hi\al unless she enj^'Ui^es in missionary work

that exlenils to ihe ends of the earth. In whatever other lines of

Cliurch work we enj^as^e each must decide foi' herself, but in this

there is no choice, unless we deliberately determine to disregard

our Master's command." * The society is auxiliary to tlie Woman'.s

Board ofForeit^n Missions antl to the Woman's I''xecutive Commit-

tee for Domestic Missions. At its monthly meeting's, the interests

of both the home antl foreign work are presented, antl tlie memljers'

offering-s are gathered by means of mite boxes, and monthly en-

velopes. The present president is Mrs. Thomas A. R. Goodlatte.,

The Ladies' Aid Society has been, in all the history of the

Church, a peculiarly etticient helper in fostering the social life of

the ]iarish, in welcoming strangers to our circle, and in assisting

the Consistory financially. This last service has been especially

valuable in our recent movement towards the liquidation of the

Church debt. The president for 1901 - 1902, is Mrs. DeWitt C.

Cow drey.

The King's Daughters' Circle of "Willing Workers" w^as or-

ganized June sixteenth, 1891, and is composed of upwards of

twenty of the young married women of the congregation. Its

chosen field has been among the sick and poor of the parish, as-

sisting also the hospital and other benevolent work. The circle

did valuable service in the liquidation of the Church debt. Its

president is Mrs. Augustus F. Ploger.

The Senior Society of Christian Endeavor is connected wn'th the

C. E. Missionary League, and through its missionary committee,

gathers the offerings of its members for the Endeavor missionary

in Lidia, and for the Endeavor Church at the West. Miss Alice

W. Tindall is now president.

The Junior Endeavor Society is a busy company of little

workers, numbering nearly sixty boys and girls, who meet in the

chapel every Sabbath afternoon. They are sustaining a native

teacher in the Arcot Mission. Miss Josephine Whitehead is their

superintendent.

For many years this Church has faithfully observed the

monthly "Concert of Prayer" for the conversion of the world, at

which reports are made from the various mission fields by a com-

mittee of gentlemen wdio are appointed annually by the pastor.

* See Year Book of the Church; 1893.
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The Church is represented on the Board of Managers of the

Woman's Boartl of Foreign INIissions, by Mrs. T. A. R. Goodlatte

and Mrs. lulward Phillips. The pastor has been a member of the

Board of Foreign Missions for ten years, and during most of that

time has served on its Executive Committee. His daughter, Miss

Josephine Whitehead, is a member of the Young Ladies Branch

of the Woman's Board.

The mid-week prayer meetings of the Church are led by lay-

men, although the minister is always present and participates. The
announcement of topics, together with all other apjiointments of

the parish for each week, is printed in the Calendar, a leaflet

distributed at the Sabbath service, and now in its sixteenth volume.

In order to simplify the reports of the Church to the Classis,

it was decided in 1890, to change the date of the beginning of our

fiscal year from January first to April first. In December, 1892,

in order to keep pace with the development of the congregation,

the membership of the Consistory was increased from eight to

ten, — five elders antl five deacons.

The following summary of facts regarding the work of the

C"hurch during the present pastorate was given by Mr. \\'hitehead

in his fittrenth anniversary sermon, delivered January sixth, 1901 :

During the fifteen years, 360 members have been received, 250

of these upon confession of faith and iio by certificate; 150 have

been dismissed to other Churches, and 37 have died; 162 infants

and 52 adults have been baptized. The total sum of $127,777.91

has been contributed to the work of the Church, of which $21,993

have been de\'oted to missionary purposes. For the first five

years the average contribution for benevolence was $761; for the

last ten years it has been $1,818.

The above figures do not include the result of the recent move-

ment, by which the Church has been delivered from the incubus

of the mortgage debt of $14,000, which had rested upon it since

the erection of its new house of worship, ten years ago. By the

will of the late elder Edo Kip, the sum of $5,000 was bequeathed

to the Consistory, on condition that an equal amount should be

contributed by the congregation towards the licjuidation of its debt,

within two years after his death. At the expiration of that time,

February sixteenth, 1901, not only were the conditions of this lib-

eral legacy comjdietl with, but the entire debt liad been extin-

guished. For the accomplishment of this, we are humbly and de-
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voutly tliaiikliil to llim wlio has iiis[)irc(l I lis people here to illus-

trate attain and most conspicuously, the piophecy sui^j^ested in the

text of the sermon at the (ledication of the lirst huildinj^^ "lM)r the

people had a mind to work."

Two nieinhers of the Church liave i)repared loi- the ministry

of the (jospel, the Kev. Tcter ]•'. Kipp, * son of (.'Ider h.do Kip, and

the Rev. Jolni A. McColl, of the ( 'ontj;-re,^ational Church, St. Al-

l)ans, \YMnu)nt. Both of these brethren hav(,' made honorable

records, in the proclamation of the (Jospel, ot which the Church is

justly proud.

We can not close this sketch of t)ur career, as aChurch, more
ap])ropriately than by recallin<^- the faith and tidelity of the man
who through so many years bore its interests upon his heart, and

whose life was so tlioroughly devoted to its welfare. The follow-

ing memorial minute was adopted by the Consistory, upon the

death of elder Kdo Kip, who died February sixteenth, i8yy, in

his eig-hty-foarth year:

"The recent decease of Mr. Edo Ki]:) has l)een an event of far

more than ordinary meaning- to our Church. The severing of the

ties of Christian fellowsliip, the completion of a long and honored

career of service, as the servant is called to the presence of his

Master, the withdrawal from among us of his example of loyal,

ripened Christian character, — these are losses which we feel most

keenly, and which seem, humanly speaking, well nigh irreparable.

Vet, in our bereavement we would look up, and for all the rich

and manifold blessings of this life that has ended, for all that he

was, and all that he was enabletl to do for the Church and his fel-

low men, we would render devout and hearty thanks to the (ireat

Head of the Church, by whose wise and loving hand all worthy

lives are directed.

'Tn the strength of his early manhood he had recognized the

claims of God upon him, and made a public confession of Christ,

becoming a member of the First Reformed Church of Passaic. He
was soon chosen as a deacon, and afterwards as an elder in that

Church. He served also as superintendent of its Sabbath school.

"In 1868, his foresight having recognized the need of greater

sanctuary privileges in the northern secticjn of the city, Mr. Kip

w'as largely instrumental in the organization of the North Re-

* For sketch of Mr. Kipp. and poitrait, .see history of tlie Church of Spring Valley, in

this volume, pp. 462-4.
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formed Church. From that time, through more than thirty years,

his Christian course may be clearly traced in the records of this

Consistory, in which this minute is to be inscril)e(l. His very

liberal i;;ifts, at the incei)tion of the enterprise as also in the erec-

tion of the new church building-, his practically uninterrupted ser-

vice in the office of elder, his unwearied labor of love as Sal)l)ath

school teacher and su}ierintendent, his identihcation with the great

missionary cause in the home and foreign fields, and with every

form of local Christian and philanthropic work, — these have

served to make his life an integral part of the Church's history.

"Noteworthy among- the characteristics of Mr. Ki]:)'s life were

his clear perceptions of duty, and his steady, fearless adherence to

his convictions. Yet, in the discharge of every obligation, he

manifested a cheerful recognition of the judgment of others, ami

the most sensitive regard for their feelings. His was a faith that

wrought by love. Not a hasty or unkind word is remembered to

have fallen from his lips by those who for years have been most

intimately associated with him. His cordial welcome for strangers

to the fellowship of the Church, his prompt thoughtfulness for

those in distress, his active interest in the children and youth, his

delight, indeed, in everything that tended to advance the welfare

of Zion — these have made an indelible impression upon all those

who knew him.

"And yet, the secret of this combination of estimable cpialities

lay evidently in this : His mind and heart were controlled by

divine grace. His life was the normal outgrowth of Christian

character, constantly nourished. He believed implicitly in the

Word of God. It was the man of his counsel, and so became the

lamp unto his feet. We took knowletlge of him that he had been

with Jesus and learned of Him. His features of strength and

sweetness were gathered from his Master. He was faithful in ser-

vice, because it was One whom he supremel}' loved that he owned

as Lord.

"Praver was another factor in his life. His communion was

uninterrupted, either by the claims of business or the infirmities of

age and illness. Indeed, the periods of pain and weakness in the

later years of his life seemed rather to deepen his sense of the need

of these personal means of grace, in the precious Word of the

Lord and in prayer.

"Amid our thanksgiving for the tokens of our heavenly father's
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love in this litV-, we realize the soU-imi respoiisihihties that are now
upon us, the pastor, elders and deacons, and upon every nieiid)er

ot the Cliurch whose interests were so dear to his heart. \\\- arc

profoundly impressed witli the need of earnest prayer that such a

conspicuous example of Christian living- may not be lost ui)on us

who are called to take up tin- im])kMnents of service that I-dder

Kip has laid tlown."

The Consistory is now ( 1901 ), composed of the following;-

gentlemen :

KI-DKKS DEACONS

Dkwitt C. Cowdrev, Charles E. Coleman,
Thomas A. R. Goodlatte, Charles Hemion,
Frank Hughes, John T. Van Riper,
Thomas M. Moore, A. C. Wortendyke,
A. Zabriskie Van Houten, Russell C. Winship, ,

Treasurer. Clerk.



THE HOLLAND

REFORMED CHURCH OF WORTENDYKE

The Rkv. D. Coknei.ius Ruigh.

THE Holland Reformed Church of Wortendyke had its beg-in-

ning in Hohokus, N. J.
For nearly four years, commenc-

ing in 1868, the Hollanders held bi-monthly services on week

days in the Hohokus school house. These services were con-

ducted by the Revs. James Huyssoon, A. K. Kasse and William

Van Leeuwcn. The number of families rapidly increasing, the

need of regular Sabbath services was felt. Accordingly, G. J.

Busch-Keiser and Jan Boerendans were constituted a committee to

investigate the I'easibility of arranging these services, and, if pos-

sible, to secure the co-operation of the Holland-speaking Re-

formed Churches of Paterson. These Churches were not inclined

to look with favor upon the project. It was therefore resolved to

present the needs of the people to the Rev. Arend H. Bechthold,

of Paterson, and ask him to lay the matter before the Board of

Domestic Missions. The Board was favorably inclined and

promised to assist, as much as possible, in securing regular

preaching services. Encouraged by the attitude of the Board,

steps were taked in 187 1, to secure a pastor. The choice fell

on the Rev. Louis G. Jongeneel, who was employed as stated

supply. He served the congregation for a period of eighteen

months.

It soon became manifest that the people were anxious to be

organized as a Church, under the care of the Classis of Paramus.

Acting upon this desire, the Classis appointed a committee, con-

sisting of the Revs. Goyn Talmage, James Huyssoon and A. K.

Kasse, to organize the Church. This was done on the twenty-

fifth of September, 1872, with fifty-live members, who adopted

the name of "The Holland Reformed Church of Hohokus." The

members of the first Consistory were, G. J. Busch-Kciser and

Garret Weyenberg, elders; with A. Smith and William Telgcn,
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deacons. I'Iicn' wcic iiistalU-d liy the I\i'\-. |aiii(s 1 1 ii\ ssooii, Oc-

tober sixth, 1872. rhc'sacraiiuMit of the Lord's Sup] )ct \v;is adiidnis-

tered tor the first time 1)\' the Rev. W. A. II()id)oh, oC I'atcrson,

January fourth. 1874. It was a season of refreshins^ and many liearts

were overllowing with gratitude for the l)lessinti;-.s the\' had re-

cei\'ed from the (iod of their fathers.

On I'"el)rnary thiiteenth, 1S74, in ohedii-nee to the wislies of tlie

congrey;ation. the Consistory extended a cad to the l\e\-. WiUiam
F. Hetz. who was then on In's way to this country from tlie Xeth-

erhmds. 'The caU was ])resented to him on his arrival in Xew
\'ork, but the Chiireh at I.odi liad also tendered him a call, which

he felt it to he his duty to accept, as it was the tlrst one receivetl.

The I\e\-. .\. Zwcmer. pastor of the Holland Reformed C"h.urch in

Albany. X. \'.
, was then called. This call was also declineil.

These were dark days for the struggling Church. Disa])pointed

in the effort to secure a pastor, misrepresented by enemies, and

disheartened l)ecause of hard times and lack of work, it was

deemed prudent to wait until the silver lining of the dark cloud

should show itself, l)efore making any further attempts to secure

a i)astor. Classis was therefore petitioned for a supply every

alternate Sabbath, and clieerfuUy granted the request

About this time a jiroposition was made to the Holland

Church at Lodi, X. J., in rulation to a union of the two congre-

gations. After careful consideration it was deemed inexpedient to

enter into such a combination. The congregation preferred to

continue, as heretofore, depending upon the Classis for semi-

monthly supplies, and for the remainder of the time to be coPiteid

with such services as could be rendered by the elders. In 1878 a

congregational meeting was held to consider the advisal)ility of

securing a pastor. It was decided not to hin"rv the matter l)e-

cause sutKicient financial support was not in sight.

At this time, the Holland population in the vicinity of Wor-

tendyke having greatly increased, there was an earnest desire that

occasional preaching services be held there. Tlie Consistory of

the Hohokus Church was asked for assistance, and arrangements

were made to hold services at W'ortendyke on alternate Sabbaths.

The first service was held in the W'ortendyke school house Octo-

ber sixth, 1878, and regular services were thereafter maintained.

Tliere were exidences of growth both at Hohokus and Worten-

dvke, and it began to be asked wdiether the time to build a house
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of worship had not come. Much interest was shown, and this

was increased !>) the promist' of Mr. C A. \\'ortend\ke to donate

land on wliich to hiiilil. Cornehiis \'an lieest. jan W'indhouwer,

(jarret I\uvpei- and liait Kozenhoom were appointed a committee

to solicit subscriptions [m huihling- a church. This committee

was successful, in spile of difficulties. With the hel]) of the

iiK JlnM.ANn K I loK.MKn ( iirK( n, \\ ()!< I KNn\KK, — 1681.

Church Huiidiny Fund and liberal friends in nei^dil)orin<,^ congre-

g'ations, a house of worshi]) was erected.

As a lars^^er ])art <>f the con.ure.t^^ation resi<k'(l in the vicinity of

\V()rtend)d<c. it was decided that the new church should be built

there and that the name or the ori^anization should be chan^^ed

from "The Holland Reformed Church of Hohokus," to "The

first Holland Reformed Church of Wortendxke.

"

( )n the seventh of Inly, i8St, tlie chinch was dedicatetl with

ap[)ropriate services. It was a h;ipp\' occasion, l-"or over twelve



HisroKri's OK riiK oiirkciiK.s 4 9«;

years the cono;rc<xatit)n had lahorcd and struj^jrlcd, often dis-

coiira-^xd and disappoink-d, yd ever lu.piiiMr sonic (lav to have a

house ol worslup. Now tlio answer to many ])rayers had come.
\e\v couia^c was infnsed and new ho]»e inspired. The pi-ayer

now was that the j^ieat Head of the Church wouhl send a pastor.

I'wo years hiter the prayer was answered and the loni;- cherished
hiipe was reali/.tHl.

'I'llK Rk\-. JAX SMI'r.

( )n thi' twenty-fourth of July, 18S3, the Chassis met and in-

stalleil the Krv. jan .^mit pastor. The Rev. C. K. Crispell, I). D.,

presideil and o])cneil the meetiiy^- with ])raver. The sermon was
preached by the Rev. WiUiain Wormser. Tlu- Kc\-. James Huys-

soon read the form, and delivered

the charge to the pastor, and the

people. The pastorate was success-

tul and the evidences of (jod's bless-

ing- upon the work were man}'.

The Church entered upon an era of

lirusperity and a season of rest.

After serving the con<4;regatii)n for

three years and nearly four months,

M ' ^i^^B^S^ ^^^' ^"^'^ ^^ ''^ ealled to the Third

^rfi^B WHB^^ Relormed Church of I'ell.i, Iowa,
^

^^^^^L^/^"""^ ^ '"^*^ accejited the call. In 1892 he

^^ ^-^ ' -'-- was called to Lucti)]-, Phillips coun-

t}', Kansas, and since 1894 has been

pastor of the Holland Reformed

Church of Peojile's Park, Paterson, X.
J.

Durinj^^ his ministry

tifty-tive members were aiided to the Church on confession of their

faith, and nine on certificate.

The Rev. J.an Smit.

The Rev. j.vcoius Diephuis.

The congregation immeiliately took steps to secure a new
pastor and in November, 1886, a call was extended to the Rev. ja-

cobus Diephuis, then pastor of the Christian Reformed Church at

Huizen, Netherlands, and of the Classis of Amsterdam. 'I'his call

was accepted and on March fourteenth, 1887, Mr. Diephuis arrived.

He at once began his labors, although the call was not a]iprove(l

bv Classis until .\|)ril nineteenth, and he was not installed until
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Friday, May sixtli, 1887. Upon tliis intcrestin.u; occasion the Rev.

James Huyssoon, of Paterson, presided and read the constitutional

form, the Rev. I.ouis (I. lonyeneel, of Loch, conducted the de-

votional exercises and the Rev. John W. Warnsluiis, of I'assaic,

preached the instaUation sermon. The Rev. Jacobus Uiephuis

vi^as a ii;-raduate of the 'riieological Seminary of the C'liristuin Re-

formed Church at Kampen, ])rovince

of Overyssel, Netherlands, and for a

score or more years he served that

denomination in the fatherland. He
.bore the characteristics of a (.'hris-

tian minister, being an humble, earnest

and pi-ous man. His ]Kistorate here

was less than three years. During;

his ministry the Church grew both

spiritually and temporally, and at the

time of his death Vv'as in a jirosperous

condition, peaceful antl harmonious.

" He had the esteem and confidence

of the Consistory and congregation,

and true heaits mourned and still

mourn his departure. " He died, as the year was expiring,

Tuesday, December thirty-tirst, 1889, aged fifty -seven years.

Thk Rkv. Enno R. Haan.

The next pastor, the Rev. Enno R. Haan, was also called from

the Netherlands. The earlier jiart of his ministry seemed to

promise great things for the Church at Wortemlyke. He was a

talented man and possessed of consideral)le oratorical ability,

coupled with a great deal of jiersonal magnetism. Hut, alas, his

power was debased ami used to blast the hopes and ruin the work

of years. During the spring of 1892 Mr. Hcum, falsely i)retemling

that the Reformed Church of America was no longer true te) its

standards and using the then agitated Federal Union with the Re-

formed Church in the United States as a pretext, under which to

cloak his true motive, seceded with the Consistory and the larger

part of the congregation. Less than twenty families remainetl

true and loyal, and steadfastly refused to join the secession move-

ment. For these faithful few the days were dark. They were

without a ))astor, financially poor, antl had lost possession of the

Thk Rkv. Jacobus Diephuis.
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church pr()|>crt\-. Hui lhc\- had lailh in (iod and in the ("hiirch

which thcv h)\Td, ;iiid (hi'\' dL'tcnniiiod to Iji'i^in a,i;aiii. A iiiect-

in^' hcM July iiiiuMcciith, iS(;2, will not soon In' forj^ottcn. The
Kr\-. Mr. Ilaan persisted in dcuN'inL^ tlie loyal few admittance to

the church, and 11 ineetinj.;- was held on the front steps. The Rev.

Cornelius !•:. C'rispell, I). I)., the Rev. William II. X'room, 1 ). 1).,

ancl the Rt'v. lames Ihn'ssoon, wc-re present as a committee of

("lassis. Dr. C'rispell presided, and opened the meeting with

]irayer. The congre^^'ation then proceeded to the election of a

new Consistory. (]. ). Busch - Keiser and ]. \V. Westerhofif were

chosen elders, jacoh Van Kmaus and II. I.\'an Dyk were elected

deacons. They were installed by the Rev. James Huyssoon, at

Hohokus, Auj^ust seventh, 1892. l"he Seceilers were in possession

of the church building, hut the loyal Consistory at once made

efforts to regain it. Aided by the Classis and Judy^e Jolm Hopper,

they were enabled to hold worship in their own buildini;;' Novem-

ber the thirtieth, 1892.

The Rp:v. Frederick G. Dekker. *

In December, 1892, the services of Mr. Frederick G. Dekker

were secured. He was a theological student, and through his

efforts the Church at once began to flourish. The scattered frag-

ments were brought together, and a period of new growth ensued.

After he had completed his studies in the Seminary at New Bruns-

wick, and was licensed to preach the Gospel, he was called to the

pastorate. The call was accepted and he was installed July twen-

ty-first, 1896. He resigned September fourteenth, 1 897, having ac-

cepted a call to the pastorate of the First Holland Reformed Church

of Paterson. His whole ministry was prosperous. Thirty-three

members were added on confession, and sixty-five on certificate.

In the latter were included twenty-nine of those who had seceded,

and the charge to the pastor was given by the pastor of the Chris-

tian Reformed Church of Wortendyke.

The Rev. W. Ia'bach.

The Rev. W. Lubach was called from Palmyra, N. Y.,

in 1898, and was installed May the eleventh. The Rev. Freder-

ick G. Dekker presided, read the form and delivered the charge to

the people. The Rev. Teunis H. Hoonte, preached the sermon.

* For portrait of Mr. Dekker, see history of Fir.st HoUaiirl Clui'-ch of Paterson, p. 432
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Thk Rev. W. I^hkach.

!\Ir. lAihach was horn at Leewaardcn, in tlic Netlu'ilands,

INIay foiii-tl), 1825. In his earlier life he was ens^-aj^-ed in evangel-

istic work, hut later took a theolog-

ical course at Kampen, ti^raduating

in 1874. '^'^ '^'^^ char^-es were at

lulani, in the ])rovince of North

Holland, and at Zandam. Coming

to America in 1882, he was pastor

of the Church at I.ansing', Illi-

nois, then at ( )ostburg, Wisconsin,

and at Palmyra, New York, pre-

vious to 1 898.

Mr. Luhach's jiastorate at Wor-

tendyke was brief, hut blessed in

the work of healing ohl wounds,

and restoring the scattered congre-

gation. The death of his beloved

wife, in 1896, and the intirmities of achancing age led him to re-

(piest relief from the active duties of his office, and, in April, 1900,

he was declared ci)ie7'ihis. At the present time, April, 1901, he

resides with his son, John Lubach, at Cedar (irove, Wisconsin.

The Rkv. D. Cornelius Ruigh.

The Rev. D. Cornelius Ruigh was called from Sioux Falls, S.

D. , in April, 1900, and was in-

stalled pastor September nineteenth,

of the same year. He is a graduate

of Hope College and of the semin-

ary at New Brunswick, having fin-

ished his course in the latter ]ilace

in May, 1899. His pastorate at

V\'ortend3d'Ce was inaugurated under

favorable conditions. The congre-

gation is united and harmonious,

and aii excellent Consistory are a

great help to the minister in his

work. The time has not yet come

to write the history of this i)ast()r-
Thk Rkv. D. C. Ruigh. •' '

ate. ()nly a hopeful outlook can be

recorded. Sabbath services are well attended. Catechetical
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classes are lar-e and iv-iilaiiy attt'iulrd. Tlu- Sahhatli scliool lias

been reori^^aiiizcd and i1k> pulse of a new life is tlir()!)l)in,-- in all its

departments.

The C'hureii may well raise Khenezer. It has gone throug-h
tiery trials and troublous times, but (JoiTs hand has been in its

history and withal it has survivL-d and -rown. There has been
more of sowing- tlian of reaping, but the --times of refreshing" are
eomino- and the ilawn of a brighter day is discernible. "Forget-
ting those thinsjs which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
thini^s which are before," the Church unites with the a])ostle in

his declaration, "I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of G.kI in (dirist Jesus," earnestly praying for a deeper
inllux antl a larger outtiow of the Spirit - filled life.



THE FIRST HOLLAND

REFORMED CHURCH OF PASSAIC

BY

The Rkv. Maktin Fi.irsE.

THE beginning of a Holland settlement in Passaic dates back

to the early spring of 184.8, when five Holland families who
had arrived in New York in the fall of 1846, settled in Passaic and

Sloterdam, now Garfield. The heads of these first families were

Peter jellema, John De Vries, Peter De Keyser, Peter De Vrede and

Cornells ^lastenbroek. Very few Holland families came during

the next tive or six years. A number of recruits came, however,

in the years 1853-4. From that time onward the growth of this

Holland settlement was very gradual until after the Civil War.

At present there are about 4,000 Hollanders in Passaic, and the

gradual immigration still continues. A large majority of them tind

emplovment in the mills of the city, (^uite a number are mechan-

ics in the various trades, and a few others are amorig the leading

business men of the city.

Church life among the Hollanders in Passaic has been a very

gradual development. The cause of this is to be found in the

fact that they have had no great leader or leaders. The western

Holland colonies enjoyed the advantage of having at their head

great generals, as Van Raalte and others. The Hollanders, how-

ever, came to Passaic, a few scattered families now and then,

without a guide, to settle among a people whom they could not

understand. As early as 1851 the Hollanders of this vicinity be-

gan to gather at the homes of the different families in. turn for re-

ligious services on the Lord's Day, and, as they lived far apart,

they remained all day, the family with whom they were gathered

providing refreshment. The Rev. Wilhelmus Eltinge, D. D. , from

Paramus, sometimes addressed such little gatherings as best he

could in the Holland language. The 'Old First' or Acquackanonk

Church had already existed for a long time, but its pastor could

not speak the Holland language, so that it was impossible for him
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to labor amoiiL; llic llollaiul people. As early as 1B53, the Kev.

John lUi'daii. pastor ol' the Mnt^lish Christian Refonncd C'iiiircli

ol I'assaic, uiinistcrLMl at tinu'S to the llollaiul people in their

niotlu'r toiiL;ue. When, however, jacolnis DeKo'ov in 1855, al-

thoiij^h not an ordained minister, be^an to preaeh in a school

house in I'aterson, the Holland i)eo])le from Passaic g-enerally

walked to I'aterson to attend the services. In 1873, December

eighth, the Hrst Holland Relormed Church of Passaic was organ-

ized with thirty-ti\'e members by a committee of Classis, consist-

ing; of the Rev. John (}aston, 1). I)., of Passaic, and the Rev.

James Huyssoon of Paterson. Passaic, however, for a couple of

years prexiously ha<l been a i)reaching station supplied by Holland-

speaking- students from the New Brunswick Theolog-ical Semin-

ary, antl at times also on week day evenings by the Rev. William

Wust, of Lodi, the Rev. W. A. Houbolt and the Rev. James

Huyssoon of Paterson. These meetings were held for a time in

the basement of the First Presbyterian Church, and afterwards in

Public School No. i. After the organization at the time stated,

the first officers elected were, elders Peter Kieviet and Peter Van

Heest, both of sainted memory, and deacons John Van Wagen-

inge and Kryn Wentink. The tirst regular supply obtained by

the Consistory was the Rev. Mr. Betz from New York, who
preached for the congregation for a few Sabbaths. During a

few months the services were now continued by students from

the Seminary. It may be stated that the First Holland Reformed

Church of Passaic has at several intervals during its history been

greatly benefited by the labors of the young men from New
Brunswick, some of whom stand today among our leading minis-

ters at home, and our noblest missionaries abroad.

The Rev. FRA^•CIS Rederus.

The first pastor, the Rev. Francis Rederus, was called INIarch

sixteenth, 1874, and was installed the following April. He was

born in Sebaldeburen, province of Groningen. His parents were

well-to-do farmers and gave him a liberal education. In his early

days he was owner and captain of a barge. After his conversion

he felt called to the ministry, entered the ecclesiastical institution

of Kampen, which had then been recently founded. He gradu-

ated from said institution as one of its first students in 1853. His

first charge was in the town of Stroobos and subsetjuently he was
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pastor of the Cliurchcs of Beetg'um and Uesep, and finally Apel-

doorn, the summer residence of the

kings of Holhuul. From there at

the close of 1872, he emigrated to

tlie United States, having accejited

a call to the lnde]iendent Reformed

Church at Paterson, N. J.,
whence

he was called to Passaic as above

noted. Notwithstanding the infancy

of the Church and the hard times in

the early seventies, the Church pro-

g-ressed under his leadership. Dur-

m M ,J(^^^F^t^ ''^''^ ^^^*^' ^^"'''"''''cr of the first year, a

I M JT JKmJ^t church plot was purchased at the

corner of INIonroe and ¥Ani streets.

thi, ki-.\
.

1-. kkdkrus. Plans were made for a frame struc-

ture, forty by sixty feet, and on the third of September, 1874,

the pastor, with the ha])])y congregation, laid the corner-stone of

the prospective first church building. It was dedicated Janu-

ary thirtieth, 1876. In November, 1876, the Rev. Mr. Rederus

resigned, having accepted a call to the Third Reformed Church of

Pella, I(jwa, where he labored until his death, INIay eighth, 1886.

A widow and seven children survive him. Two of his sons are in

the (jos]iel ministry.

The Rkv. William Hazenberg.

During the interval after the resignation of the Rev. Mr.

Rederus, the pulpit was again sup-

plied by neighboring pastors and

by students until April, 1877, when

the Rev. William Hazenberg, of

Fulton, III., was installed. The

congregation now seemed to enter

upon the brightest prospects. The

attendance at the services was larger

than it e\'er had been. The seat-

ing ca]iacity of the Church was

taxed to the utmost. Mr. Hazen-

berg was a man of noble character

and sincere in his principles. Rut

his methods seemed impracticable,

ii»-»^

The Kiev. W. Hazknhkkg.
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tli()u>i^h introduced with a sj^ood purpuse. Mis work was not ap-

proved by the people and the coni^^regation became scattered, and

finances were reduced, until it became necessary for him to re-

sign. This he did in the autumn of 1880. He left Passaic in

October ot that year for South Africa, where, independent of any

Church, he is still laboring.

Thk Rkv. William Wokmskk.

The congregation now turned its attention to the young men

of the seminary, and the students again took up the work.

Among others was 'Sir. William Wormser, to whom, upon his

graduation, a call was extended.

This call was accepted and he was

ordained and installed as pastor of

this Church in June, 1882. The
Rev. I\Ir. Wormser's labors were

greatly blessed. The scattered

flock rallied around their new min-

ister, so that very soon the church

was again filled. He exerted him-

self especially in his efforts for the

young people and the children of

the Church, by whom he was great-

Iv beloved. His methods of work

were wise and as a young man in the

ministry, his first years promised a

career of usefulness for the Church. His connection with the

Passaic Church was, however, of brief duration. He accepted a

call to the Reformed Church at Bethel, Iowa, and left Passaic in

July. 1SS4. During his pastorate in this city the Church came into

possession of its first organ. After his departure the pulpit was

vacant for more than two vears.

Thk Rkv. W. Wokmser.

The I^ev. John W. Waknshiis.

During the interval following .Mr. Wormser's pastorate, calls

were e.Ktended to various ministers, but were declined. Finally

a call was accepted by the Rev. John W. Warnshuis, of Alton,

Iowa. He arrived and began his work September fifth, 1886.

The Rev. John W. Warnshuis was born in the province of

Gelderland, Netherlands. His parents emigrated to America
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when he was four years old, and settled in Clymer, N. Y. At the

age of seventeen he entered the academy at Holland, Mich., now

Hope College. Entering the freshman class of Rutgers College in

1 86 1, he was graduated in 1865 and from the Seminary at New
Brunswick, May, 1868. He was ordained by the Classis of

Geneva and installeil pastor of the Reformed Church of Cleveland,

Ohio, July I, 1868. He then served successively the Churches of

Marion, N. Y. , Clymer, N. Y., and Alton, la., whence he came to

Passaic as stated above. Being the nearest Holland minister, the

Board of Domestic Missions appointed him to do mission work

among the Holland immigrants, upon the arrival of vessels from

the Netherlands.

The Holland Church of New York city called him in the

early summer of the following year, and as this would bring him

nearer to his work in Castle Garden,

he accepted the call and left Pas-

saic, July, 1887. His stay with the

Church of Passaic was therefore

less than a year. His labors, how-

ever, were blessed. Forty-four mem-
bers were received in that short

time. His missionary labors with

^^s^5BBP''^^ ^^^ Holland immigrants no doubt

ig^^B ^^^^^ interfered somewhat with his suc-

'''^^^A ^^^^^mi'' cess during the latter part of his

iH^^^ J^^^ttf work in Passaic. His great inter-

'^iiifilt. ^JPlii^ est in the young people and in Sab-

thkRf.v. J. w. warnshuis. bath school work, deserves especial

mention. In 1888 he accepted a

call to his former Church at Alton, Iowa. After this he served suc-

cessively the Churches at Gano, 111., the Fourth Reformed Church

at Grand Rajiids, and the Third Reformed Church at Kalamazoo,

Mich. His work in the last named field was brief, — from June,

1900, until death claimed him on the sixth of March, 1901. His

record is good and his memory is sacred. A matter deserving

special mention is that early in the year 1900, his son, Livingston

Warnshuis, was ordained as a missionary to China.

About the time that the Rev. Mr. Warnshuis left Passaic,

a Rev. Mr. Rutte arrived in New ^'ork, who was engaged by the

Consistory to supply the pulpit for three months, at the expiration
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of wliich time hi' was a^aiii fn,i;a<^(.'(l lor llirt'C iiunillis, and atU-r-

wards twice aj^ain, so that lie supplied the ])iilpit tor one year.

He was called to the pastorate in Auj^ust, 1887, and accepted the

call, but inasmuch as lie was unalile to show clear papers and re-

liable testimonials, the C'lassis was unable to install him. lie re-

turned to Holland in the spring of 1888. Duriui^'- the i-arly part

of Ids labors the interest was very great, but the uncertainty of his

standing- aroused distrust, so that the Church couhl no long'er con-

tinue to enga^^e him as iheir supply.

The Rkv. Christian \\'ii.r.i.\M l.vtoMs.

A unanimous call was extended to the Rev. Christian William

Jacobs, in the sprini^ of 1889. This he accepted, and was installed

in August, of that vear. The difficulties in regard to Mr.

Rutte had greatly disturbed the Church, and the arrival of

the Rev. Mr. Jacobs brought new life anil ho[)e. The Rev.

C. W. Jacobs was born at Elilen, Netherlands, ]March twenty-

third, 1838. He was educated for the Gospel ministry in Holland,

and was a very able and successful

minister both in Holland and in this

countr)". The Church grew rapidly

during his ministry. He was a lov-

able, friendly man. He was pre-

eminent as a pastor and was a good

preacher. During his stay, a par-

sonage was built, and everything

bade fair for great prosperity when

he was suddenly taken with pneu-

monia, and died April eighteenth,

1 89 1. All honor must be given to

his faithful labors. In some re-

spects, his decidedly Holland spirit

was a step backward for the Church.

Certain beginnings of Americanization which had been introduced

in the days of the Rev. Messrs. Wormser and Warnshuis, were ban-

ished. Among the very large number of new members added to the

Church during the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Jacobs, an element

had also crept in which threatened to ruin the Church almost im-

mediately after his death. \\'hile a sorrowing people were

mourning the loss of a much beloved pastor, the spirit of schism

The Rev. Christi.an W. J.acobs.
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was silently gnawing at the very root of the Church life. This

spirit even possessed the greater portion of the Consistory, and

they h^riled it over the congTegation until they were deposed by

authority of Classis. Some faithful members were led astray. This

disaffected element rallied about a Mr. Reinhout, who was an uned-

ucated man, not connected with the Church. This man had ambi-

tions toward the ministry, and crept over the wall into the fold. He
poisoned the minds of many, claiming that the Reformed Church

had fallen away from truth and orthodoxy. About twenty famil-

ies left the Church: some disturbing the public service, ran out of

the church, shouting as they went: "Now Cjod's peo]ile are de-

]:>arting.

The Rev. W'ii.i.iaji I\I. C. Jacobs.

The fact that in the many troublous times a large number

always remained staunch and true, speaks volumes for the loyalty

of this Church. When the Rev. Mr.

Jacobs died, his oldest son, Wil-

liam M. C". Jacobs, was a student

of theology at New Brunswick. He
su]iplied the pulpit, ]ireaching once

each I.ortl's Day, and the Church in

loving respect for their late pastor

and with extraordinarv generosity

continued the full support of his be-

reaved famih' for more than two

years, until the son, the Rev. W il-

liam M. C. Jacobs, graduated in

May, 1893, and was ordained and

installed as pastor in the place which

his father had so honorably filled.

The perhaps unj^aralleled liberality in the annals of the denomina-

tion, which this Church, while they waited for the son, mani-

fested towards the bereaved family is one of the brightest pages in

its history.

The Rev. William M. C. Jacobs, though a young man, was

very successful and greatly beloved. He was born in Holland, Sep-

tember eighteenth, 1863. He was a faithful student, lifted himself

for instructor in the schools of Holland, and showed especial fitness

for his chosen work, in which he served with success for eight years,

The Rev. Willi.^m M. C. Jacobs.
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highly respectfd l>v all who kiu'w liini. lie tame to Anu-n'ca in

1890, and feclini;- called U> the iiiiiii>lr\, lic,L;aii lii^ shidii's lliat

autiiiiin. lie nraduati.'(l and hrcanic i)asl()r of this (liuicli in i''^93,

as above noted, lie lahored a little more than one year. Altacketl

by eonsuniptioii he was eoiniiclled to st'ek a Southern climate, but

experienced no relief. Retuininn- to Passaic he ra])idly declined,

and passtMl awav Septt-inber l\veiit\-third, I1S95, to be lon<^ re-

The First Holland Reformkd Chukch of Passaic, — i8y8

menibered as one who served faithfulh' in the short time allotted

for Ids earthly ministry.

The Rev. Martin Flipse.

In the early spring- of i8y6 a call was extentled to the Rev.

Martin Pdipse, of Albany, N. Y. This call was accepted and he was

installed May fourteenth, 1896. The Rev. Mr. Fli])se was born

at Cedar Grove, Wis., 1866, entered the preparatory department of

Ho]ie College in 1882, graduated from the College in 1890, and

from the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, in 1893. He
ser\'ed the Holland Ri'formeil Church of Albany for three vears,
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until he came to Passaic. In 1897 tlic cliiirch Imildinj^ became
too small; a new church site was l)Oug-ht, ami .Ma\- thirtieth. 1898,

the corner stone of a commodious
hrown stone structure was laiil. The
new church was dedicated Decem-

ber twenty-first, 1898, the joy of

the Church and the lasting honor

of a faithfid l)uihling- Committee.

The auditorium has a seating

capacity of 700. This new prop-

erty has cost §17,000. In .May,

1899, a good l)il)e organ was ])laced

ill the clnirc-li at the cost of $l,lOO.

The Church is now ]>rosperous,

counts 423 memhers in full com-

munion, and lia^ a Sahbath school

c-nrolbrient of nearly 400. The

present mem])ers of Consistory are: Elders, Jacob Baker, Thomas

A. Hellegers, Marinus Steenland, Jacob \'an Der Kooi. Deacons,

Garret Wasdyke, Jacob Brain, Jacob List, Albert Martin.

Whatever credit may l)e due to the present pastor for the

signal prosperity, all b^rmer pastors have sown and we in a meas-

ure may reap. Kspecial credit is due the Church for its faithful

supi^ort of its pastor in all his work. The glory is all Christ's;

blessed be His name.

Thb Rkv. Martin Flipsk.



THP: RKFORMKl) CHURCH OF RH)GE\VOOD

TiiF. Rf.v. J. A. VanNkstk.

Till-. Ivcfonned Church of Kids^fwood was ory-anized May
twenty-fourth, 1875, ^'y '^ committee from the Classis of

Paramus, consisting of the Revs. John H. Duryea, D. D., John
Gaston, D. D., William H. Clark, D. D., and the elder Garret S.

Blauvelt. This committee met in Shuart's hall on Rock avenue,

a site now used as a livery. Here the congregation worshiped

two years, until the church edifice was ready for occupancy,

November seventh, 1877. The Episcopal Church, the only re-

ligious organization ]>reviously existing in the village, also used

Shuart's hall for an afternoon Sabbath school from 1870 to 1875.

In 1874, a union Sabbath school was organized and maintained

through the influence of Andrew |. Zabriskie and Isaac Wor-

tendyke of the Reformed Church of Paramus, and by others of

no Church connection. About the same time religious services

were begun and conducted for several months on Sabbaths only,

by students from the New Brunswick 'Pheological Seminary, and

occasionally by a ]Methodist preacher. Among those of our own
denomination who thus ministered, were the Revs. John S. Gard-

ner, now of Flatbush, New York, G. Warren Labaw, of Preakness,

Neu' jersey, and Peter Q. Wilson, of Ephratah, New York.

The need of a Church in Ridgewood was very ajjparent to the

committee of Classis appointed to investigate the matter. Dr.

John Gaston of Passaic was chairman of this committee. In view

of the proximity of the Reformed Church of Paramus, a consulta-

tion was held with the Rev. GoynTalmage, D. D., pastor at Param-

us. This conference was held previous to the formal organization,

and resulted in the following resolution of the Consistory at

Paramus:

" Resolved, That having heard the committee on Church
Extension aiipointeil by Classis, with reference to securing an or-
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g-anization at Ridj^ewood under the auspices of the Reformed

Church, we do cordially sympathize wtth the project and bid the

wliole matter ()o(is])eed."

Two years elapsed after this action before the work took

definite form, but finally throui^di the insistence of Dr. West, sec-

retary of the 15()ard of Domestic Missions, and the co-operation of

the Classis of Paramus, the organization was effected. Conspicu-

ous among those who signed the petition to Classis for the Church,

were Mrs. ]. M. Knapp, Mrs. j. J.
Zabriskie, C'hirkson Crolius,

Edward Jardinc, (Jarret (i. Van Dien, and Henry A. Hopper.

Nine persons constituted the roll of charter members. They were :

Edward [ardine, Mrs. Mary E. Jardine, John M. Knapp, Cornelius

Z. Berdan, Mrs. C. Z. Herdan, Mrs. Henry A. Hopper, Miss Rachel

L. Hopper, Edwartl II. Leggett, and Mrs. Esther I^arle. The first

Consist<»ry comprised Edward Jardine, and Cornelius Z. Herdan,

elders; and Edward H. Leggett, deacon.

TuK Rkv. ]ohx a. Vax Neste.

In March, 1875, |<)hn A. Vnn Neste, a member of the senior

class of the Theological Seminary

at New Brunswick, was sent to the

field by the ivev. Dr. W'est, secre-

tary of the I)oard of Domestic Mis-

sions. He preached here regularly

each Sabbath until the organization

of the Church in May, 1888. After

graduating from the seminaiA' Mr.

\'an Neste was induced to become

tile first pastor of the infant Church

and has continued in that relation

until the pi'esent tinu-.

In 1877 the lecture room of the

partially completed church was hrst

Thk RKV. J. A. VAN Nhstk. used foi service, in May, 1879, the

building was iinishetl, and the pews rented. 1 )uring t he year i8yi

the needs of an increasing congregation seemed to demand better

facilities for work and worship, and extensive additions and im-

provements were nuule at a cost of $8, 000, all of w liich has been ])aitl.

The hue location of the chureh is due to the generosity of the late

Frederic Kiddei", who donated the lot in 1876. It is situated on
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tlie corner ol" I'liion ami Dayton streets. An oider lor a new pipe

ori;-an lias reeentl\- been plaeed, an.l plans perfeeted lo pioxide

rooms for (he primary and inteiniediate depaitments of tlie Sab-

bath scht)ol, and also a room tor the pastor and a private parlor

The Rki'Ormku L'lu kcu ok Ridgkwood,— 1879.

tor the choir. The Cduuch also owns a coniniodioiis ])arsonai;-e

on Prospect street.

The present roll of membi'rs numbers 245. Nearly 450 in

all havi' been received into the rellowshi]) of the Church. Ot" this

number more than one-half nniteil by confession of their taith.

Two relig'ious awaktMiini^s have (K'cwrred. The tirst in 1876,

when forty were received into the communion of the Church; the

second, in 1S84, when twent\-fi\'e were addid to the roll. There
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lias l)rL'n a strady growth also in the number of adherents. The

C()nj;-reii;ati()n at present embraces over 125 families.

The usnal societies for benevolent and other work have been

org;anized in connection with tlieChureh. During- the year 1899

the sum of $700 was contributed for bene\'olent, and $5,800 for

con^-regational |)uri)oses.

In addition to the usual contrilnitions to the Boards and

funds of the denomination, this Church has recently pledget! the

financial su])])ort of Mrs. Cora A. .Smith, who in June, 1900, was

commissioned to work among the "Mountain Whites" of Ken-

tucky, by the Woman's Executive Committee of the Board of

Domestic Missions. For several years, one or more individuals,

have given liberal amounts for special foreign fields. A room has

been furnished in the New Brunswick Theoh)gical Semiiuiry by the

Christian Endeavor Society, in memory of the })astor's son, Alfred

Wikoff \'an Neste.

The Christian Endeavor Society has been one of the most

loyal and efficient supporters of the Church's operations. The

Sabbath school has been a force since its organization in 1875,

many from the school having united with the Church. It num-

l)ers 225, in three departments. Though but twenty-five years old,

the Kiilgewood Church has fostered the religious life of people

who now constitute other Churches, viz. : The I-^ajttist and Meth-

odist Churches of Ridgewood, organized within the ])ast eight

years. The (lien Rock Reformed Church, which grew out of the

Sabbath school, started and h)stered by the Consistory of the

Ridgewood Church, was oi-gaiiized in 1895. The most part of its

constituency formerly worshiped with the Ridge\\'ood people, but

a growing coinmunitx' and the distance from the \illage church,

called for another organization. Tht- wisdom of the act lias been

more than justitied. With the growth of the ]>eautiful x'illagc- of

Ritlgewood this Church has grown coi'respondingl\- and is now the

strongest among her sister Churches. She enters upon the secoinl

(piarter centurv of her existence with a constitiUMicy and inibience,

that i)resage a large growth and increasing res|)onsibilities.

"What hath Cod wrought.'" To Him be all the glory.



THE REFORMKD CHURCH OF RAMSEYS

BY

TiiK Rkv, Tiikodouk \V. Wki.i.ks D. D.

A'l'
a s])i-cial session of the ("lassis of Paramus, fvinc twenty-

tiist, i''S75, a communication was reccix'ed from certain

persons residing- at Kamseys, N. |., askinj^ for the org-anization

of a Reformed Churcli. The communication was referred to a

committee consisting of the Revs. Ferdinand H. Van Derveer,

D. I)., (k)yn Tahnage, D. D., Richard I)e Witt and William H.

Clark, 1). D., with the elders, Cornelius H. Demarest, (Jarret I.

Blauvelt and Kdo Kip: with power to grant the request, if the

project seemed desirable or expedient.

The result of this reference was the formal organization,

July twelfth, 1875, <~'f the Reformed Church at Ramseys, N. J.

Plfteen communicants were enrolled, a majority of whom were

from the Church of Ramapo. Messrs. John F. Dodge and Jacob

D. B. Halsted were elected elders. Messrs. Isaac W. Halsted and

Benjamin Shreve were elected deacons. The ofTicers-elect were

ordained to their respective ofHices by the Rev. Ferdinand H. Van

Derveer, D. D., and a sermon was preached by the Rev. William

H. Clark, D. D., on the theme: "The Church of the Living

God, the Pillar and Ground of the Truth.

The little Church thus organized, remained without a pastor

for mt)re than three years, but although de]>rived of a |)astor's coun-

sels and care, enjoyed the stated ministration of the means of

grace and increased daily in spiritual power. During the greater

portion of this time, the jnilpit was supplied by the Rev. Isaac S.

De Mund. Before the settlement of a pastor, twent}-four persons

were received into the communion of the Church, twenty-one of

whom made confession of their faith.

Previous to this action of the Classis, one bitterly cold day in

February, 1875, fi^'6 Christian uKn, carpenters by trade, met and

discussed the possibility of erecting a cliapel at Ramseys for the
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use of those vvlio were, or mit^^lit desire to he, identified with tlie

Reformed Church. These men were Jacob D. B. Ilalstead, Isaac

W. Halstead, Abraham Halstead, Joseph Post and Henry Salyer.

They determined that if the building- materials could be secured

The Reformed Church of Ramseys,— 1875.

they would volunteer their labor. Seven hunilred dollars were

soon obtained by subscription. The heavy oak sills for the foun-

dation and much of the needed amount of lumber were also prom-

ised. A suitable site was donated by Mr. William F. Halstead on

the east side of Church street, in the northern part of the village,

and in less than six months a neat but small chapel was erected,

a monument of practical Christian endeavor. A suitable heater

was provided by Mr. Jacob I). B. Halstead, antl a communion
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t:il)k> was siil.sc-<nu-n(Iy fiiniislK-,! l.y (he Rev. William H. Xasliol.js.
15cr,.iv llR-cl.a|.rl was o.ni|,U.lc..l thr c..ii-a-ati..n worsliiiu-.l in
a hall, throimii tlK- kind |)iTmissi..n oI'iIk' owner, .Mr. lolmS. Datcr.

'I'liK Kk\-. Wii.i.iam il. Xasiioids.

July lentil, 1879, Mr. Williani II. Xasln.Ms, a licentiate- of
the C'lassis of All.any, was ordained to tiic- ( lospel ministry hv the
C'lassis ol I'aramns and installed pastor of the Chnivhes of Kaina-
P" and Kamsey.s. This was his lirst charue, and he was the lirst

pastor of the Kamseys Cluireh. Many hopes were realized when
he was installed, hut he wh., wave the land on whieh the little

chm-eh was l.iiilt, Mr. W illiam F. Ilalstead, did not live to partici-
pate in the service. He died Fehriiary ei-hteenth, 1.S78. d'he
pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Nasholds was

'

very hrief. In less
than a year he accej.ted a call from the Reformed Church at
Geneva, N. Y., and liis relation with the Church at Ramseys
was terminate.l July eighteenth, 1880.* Durin- his pastorate tour
names were added to the roll of communicants.

TiiK Rkv. W'u.i.iam W. Lkiso.n.

For two years followin.y the departure of Mr. Xashokis, the
Church was again without a pastor. The Rev. William W. I.etson
supplied the i)ulpit for a time with much accei.tance, and June
twenty-seventh, 1882, was installed pastor of the united Cliurches of
Ramapo and Ramseys. On the evening of the same day a greet-
ing and praise service was held in the Church at Ramseysrcon-
ducte.l by the Revs. John C. Van Deventer, of Paramus, Asher
Anderson, of Passaic, and

J. V. N. Talmage, D. 1)., of the Amoy
]\Iission, China. Mr. Letson's .service in the Churcli at Ram'-
seys ceased April twentieth, 1889. During his ministry seven-
teen persons were received into the communion of the Church, nine
of whom made confession of their faith in Christ. Mr. Letson was
the last pastor of the Church. * Since his retirement a Sabbath
school has been maintained, under the capable management of
Mr. Edwin R. Storms, of New York.

* For sketch and portrait, see history of the Church of Kaniapo, page.s 334-5.



THE SECOND REFORMED CHURCH OF LODI

Thk Rkv. KoiiKKi M. Offoki).

TllK Second Reformed Church of Lodi, N. J., was organized in

the summer of 1878. It was the outcome of a series of

Gospel services commenced Sabbath evening-, March seventeenth,

of that year, in the First Holland Reformed Church, kindly granted

for the purpose. A Church of another tlenomination had for some

time existed in the village but its house of worship had long

been closed through unfortunate circumstances, the details ofwhich

would nut add any practical value to this sketch. There being no

regular Church service in the English language, a number of

Christian people invited the Rev. R. ]\I. Offord, then engaged upon

a religious publication in New York, to conduct at least one

service. INIuch surprise was felt at the large attendance at this ser-

vice, and both people and preacher were convinced that further

services should be held. From that time forward Sabbath even-

ino- services were regularly maintained, and the Classis of Param-

us was requested to look over the field, and if the way were

found clear, to organize a Church.

This was done, with the hearty approval of sucli judicious

ministers as the Rev. John Gaston. D. D. , of Pa.ssaic, the Rev.

John H. Duryea, D. D. , of Paterson, the Rev. George M. S.

Blauvelt, of Tappan, and others, who knew the field well.

"The committee appointed by Classis visited T.odi June sixth,

1878. Religious services were held in the Holland Church and

after a sermon by the Rev. William H. Clark, D. D., ten persons

presented certificates of dismission from other Churches, and

seven ])ersons made puldic confession of their faith in Christ. To

three of those last mentioned, the rite of baptism was administered.

The aforesaid persons were then organized as the Second Re-

formed Church of Lodi, N. J.

"At a subsequent meeting for the election of officers, superin-
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tcndoil I'v l>i'. rUiik, lunc thirtieth, eleven more jiersons were re-

ceived upon eonlession of their faith in Christ, one beinj; bap-

ti/.ed. An election ot oflieeis hv \\)c male members of the

I'hureh was held. (Ieoi\m' M. C'haiiman and Richard Win

Winkle were elected elders, ami Doiigakl iMcXair and James A.

Demarest, lieacons. " *

The ordinatiiui iil' these brethren took place on |uly eleventh,

the Rev. John II. Ihiiyea, I). I)., otficiatinj^;. A Sabbath school

was org-ani/.ed julv fourteenth, 1S7S, with 70 scholars, 13 teach-

ers anil 6 officers. ( )n Auj^ust twenty-fifth, the first communion

service was hehl, the Revs. Louis (I. |t)ni^eneel. ]iast()r of the Hol-

land Church, and Robert M. ( )ft'ord olficiatini;'. four ])ersons

wt-'re wtlconied into fellowship. .\ beautiful c(unmunion service

still in use, was prcsentcil to the Church and used lor the first

time on this occasion. The donors were Airs. Temperance I'ratt,

Mrs. Catherine Adickes and .Miss Aurelia L. I'ratt.

Thk 1\kv. RoiiKK'r M. ( )FK()Kn.

( )n August twentv-ninth, the R(.'\'. Louis (1. longeneel mod-

erated a Consistory meetin;^- at which it was determined to seek

the pastoral services of Mr. Offord, in accordance with the unani-

mous wish of the people expressed at a previous public meeting.

The call was laid before the Classis of Paramus September sev-

enteenth, 187S, when I\L-. Offord was received as a member of the

Classis and sig'niiied his acceptance of the call. His installation

took place October tenth, the Rev. William H. Clark, I). 1)., pas-

tor of the Hroaihvay Reformed Church. Paterson, preaching the

sermon. The Church records say that "the church buildini; was

well filled and the services were hig-hly interesting-, as well as

solemn and impressive."

The last service held by the new orj^anization in the Hol-

land Church, was a memorial service for Mrs. Temj^erance Pratt,

\\-ho d.ied in her eiyhty-se\-enth year, after manifesting with her

latest breath her deep interest in the Church's welfare. Her

prayers, her counsels and her aitl in other ways, ditl much to

cheer and inspire the workers. After gratefully acknowknlgino- its

indebtedness to the Holland Church for the free use of its buiUl-

ing, the new Church occupied its own hired room on Main street,

in which the Sal)bath school had already been started. The rec-

* Jlimitcs of Classi.s, \ol. IV. pp. 583 -5.
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ords sliow that the iic()])li' of the Seeimd Church felt (lee|)l\' "grate-

ful to their lioUand l)rethreii tor the hospitality sht)\vn in open-

ing a place of worship to them and givintj them the use of it

every vSal)l)ath e\'enini^ for more than six months.

The iirst service in the Sahbath school room, or chapel as it

The Second Reformed Chtrch of Lodi, — 1878.

then began to be called, was held Sabbath, November, third, 1878.

Peculiar Itlessing seemed to attend the meetings held that day. and

the Church, greatly encouraged by (iod's nmny favors, resolved

to press on and lay plans for the building of a house which should

afford larger and more convenient (juarters for work and v.orship.

Through the year 1879 ^'^c problem remained unsolved, as the con-

gregation found tlil^iculty in securing a suitable site. In l\Iay,

1880, a site on the main thoroughfare of the village, was con-
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Iracted for with ]\Ir. IVtcr Henry for $250. In the following month

it was resolved to legally incorporate th.e Consistory, and shortly

thereafter the purchase of the site referred to was completed, and

a strip of land at the side was also purchased from the then

owner, Mr. Henry 1. Iloppcr. the two parcels making a desirable

l)ropertv. Arrangements weie then made for the building of a

house of worship, but unavoidable tlela\'s prrvt'iited the consum-

mation of the plans, aiul the new structure was not opined till

June twelfth, iSSi. ( )n the moi-ning of that day, tlie Kev. Mr.

Offord preached the first sermon delivered within its waits. It

was an occasion of much joy to the little tlock and their tricnds,

many of whom joined witli them in the initial service. Of friends

trom without none rendered so much help as h.lder James Kiddle,

of the .Scotch Presl>yterian Church, New ^'ork. His name is

held in great esteem by this peop-le, who tliankfuUy recall his sym-

pathv and substantial aid.

In I)eceud)er, 1881, arrangements were made for the purchase

of the Lodi Reading Room for .'^abbath school purposes, the Sab-

bath school work having far outgrown the lindted accommoda-

tions of the hiretl scliool room. The wisdom of this step was from

the first abundantly manifested in the continued enlargement and

increased usefulness of the school.

In April, 1883, arrangements were made to purchase the

home of the late Mr. Jacob Hopper for a parsonage, and 'Slv.

Oftbrd promptly took up his residence therein, having previously

lived in Brooklyn, traveling back and forth to his ministerial

duties as occasion necessitated. Octol)er tenth, 1883, the ))astors

fifth anniversary was observed with much enthusiasm. But on

]March thirty-tirst, i 884, Mr. Offord laid down his pastoral labors,

his duties as one of the editors of the A/e7e> Yoj'k Observer having

increased, and he feeling unable to do justice to the Church while

holding his editorial connection. His resignation was greatly

regretted and no one mourned more deeply than did he the nec-

essity for such a step. I'he Church was in a healthy spiritual

condition and by its prompt supplies for all current expenses and

constant giving for the building of the house of worship and pur-

chase of the school room and parsonage, it had established a

record for liberality that was noted by all the sister Churches in

the Classis and warmly commended by their pastors. The

average of contributions had been far above the general average
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of the Christian Church at large and tliis, in spite of the fact that

the congregation consisted almost wholly of working people.

"ruE Rkv. William Manchke.

Durini; tluMiionlh of June, 1S84, the Rev. William Alanclue,

until then a Congregational minister, supplied the pulpit and hy

his able and forceful preaching attracted the congregation and led

them to seek his services. June second, 1884, Mr. ( )ffor(l

moderated a call to his successor, and Mr. Manchee was duly re-

ceived as a member of the Classis of Paramus and, on August

eleventh, was installed pastor at Lodi. Mr. INIanchee found a

good corps of willing workers and led them in a variety of useful

efforts for the upbuilding of the Church and the ingathering of

souls. The debt resting upon the Church pro])erties when he

came was constantly and persistently reduced in accordance with

the plans of the Consistory under Mr. Offord, until the last dollar

of indebtedness was dischargetl. The people, as of old, brought

their tithes into the storehouse and (iod poured out upon them an

overflowing blessing in response. July twenty-fifth, 1887. the

Rev. John Ciaston, I). D. , moderated a meeting, at which Mr.

Manchee asked the Consistory to unite with him in requesting

Classis to dissolve the pastoral relation. The pastor felt that he

had done his best work in Lodi, and believed that a call to the

First Reformed Church of Hoboken was a providential indication

to change. The Lodi Consistory

did not share their })astor's feeling

as to the diminution of his useful-

ness and only with reluctance were

the brethren induced to accede to

his request. The application for a

dissolution of the pastoral relation

was grantetl .\ugust second, to take

effect the last day of the month.

Ml". Manchee was born in Lon-

tlon, iMigland, |ul\' thirtieth, 1S41,

graduated from the fhicknev Theo-

logical Seminary in 1866, and

was licensed the same year by

the Congregational Association of

his native city, and ordained jKistor of the Whitfield Con-

gregational Church. His second charge was the Congrega-

The Rev. Wii-liam Manchee.
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tional Cluirch of Hertford, Kiii^laml. I'tiis pastorate he resii^iietl

in 1872 for tlie purpose of going as a missionary to Madaj^^ascar,

but ill health |)rcvented the realization of his desire. A few

niontlis later he set sail for New York by the way of Canada, anil

after reaching- Montreal \\ as induced to accept the pastorate of the

Congregational Church in (iuL-lj)!!, ( )ntario, uherc his labors com-

menced January first, 1873, iunl continued until 1M79, when he ac-

cepted a call from the Congregational Church of Plainfield, X. J.

After a pleasant pastorate there of four years duration, he came to

Lodi in 1884. In 1887 he assumed the pastoral care of the First

Reformed Church of Iloboken, and continued Ids ministrations

until 1890. Since 1888 he has been connected with the editorial

staff of the New York Observer, and as opi)ortunity has offered,

has servetl weak and struggling Churches. *

The Rkv. James Bolton.

On December seventh, 1887, the Church took action towards

calling the Rev. James Bolton, then of West Farms, N. Y., and on

May sixteenth of the succeeding year, he was duly installed. .Mr.

Bolton brouglit to his new field a long experience and gifts of utter-

ance of a different order from those of either of his predecessors.

The preaching by a new voice and with new illustrations of the

same (jospel, proved to be the power of (jod unto salvation, and

resulted in harvesting some souls

that each of his predecessors had

vainly longed to see ingathered.

Over such results all alike rejoiced.

Mr. Bolton did systematic, consci=

entious work, and the Consistory

was surprised when on October thir-

teenth, 1890, he informed the con-

gregation that he desired to be re-

lieved of the pastoral charge, his

resignation to take effect at the end

of that month.

Mr. Bolton graduated from Union

College in 185 i, and from the Union

Theological Seminary, in 1853. In

the same year he was licensed by the Presbytery of New York,

and having accepted a call from the Reformed Church of Fordham,

* See on a suhseqiieut page the history of the Church at Clifton.

The Ktv. J.\MKS Bolton.
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X. v., was ordained by the Classis of Westchester, in May. 1855,

and installed pastor of the ("hurch. In this suburban iield he

labored for ten years, and in May, 1865, became the pastor of the

Church of Colt's Neck, N. ]. His settlement here was followed

by a remarkable work of g^race. "Txlany who rarely entered the

sanctuary and some that for years had been given up by men of

prayer as Gospel-hardened and beyond hope, together with not a

few of the most degraded men m the community, were among the

hundred and more who confessed Christ.
"*

In the spring of 1878 Mr. Bolton resigned his charge and, be-

coming a member of the Classis of New York, labored within its

bounds as a temporary supph' until the autumn of 1882. when he

became pastor of the Church of Greenville, X. V.. and two years

later of the Church at West P'arms, X'^ew York city. After a pas-

torate of four years he came to Lodi, where he remained until

October, 1890, when he accepted a call to the Church of Stanton,

XL J., and after serving that Church as stated supply for five years,

was dismissed to the Classis of Westchester. He has since resided

at Roycefield and Millstone. X. J., accepting opportunities to act

as stated supply as they may occur.

Just prior to Mr. Bolton"s departure from Lodi, the Church was

called upon to lose by death, the presence and services of its be-

loved elder, William L. Mercer, who had been received on confes-

sion of faith twelve years previously and subsequently served as

deacon and then elder, as well as superintendent of the Sabbath

school. His death cast a great cloud upon the congregation.

His piety, consecration, devotion to the work, liopeful spirit ami

genial personal character had won the heart's esteem of all who
knew him. The minutes of the Consistory in making note of this

sad loss record that '"in his death the Consistory loses one of its

best and most judicious counselors, and the Church one of her

most loyal, faithful and etlrtcient workers and supporters. " At

the funeral services, the Revs. Wm. Manchee and R. M. Offord

made addresses, in the course of which they spoke with the deep-

est feeling of the help received by them as pastors from their

friend and brother beloved, the deceased elder.

Thk Rkv. William johnstox.

In lulv, 1 89 1, negotiations were had with the Rev. William

•Minutes Particular Synod of New Brunswick, 1S72. p. 10.
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|()linst()ii, ol ( iutU'ul)LM"<;-, N. ]., with ;i view to sccui'iii^- his |)as-

t(»ral services. 1 1 is response was tav()ral)Ie and N'o\n'nilier lourtli

lie was installe<l over tlii' Church. Ili" continued his haliors until

tlie end of .\])ril, iSt;8. when lie assumed pastoral care o( the

( 'hurdles o(" llawlliorne and Xorth Paterson. Mr. Johnston made

many friends, and lilce his predecessors, hnds his memories of

the people and the place, anions^" the most deli^ditlul of his life. *

In 1892, dmiui;' IMr. Johnston's pastorate, the Sahbath school

lunldint;" was sold for business purjioses, and a new and more

con\enient structure was erected. In that huildinu: h-om one luin-

'.-^ -'
^^y'j-iidhi.

r^iu.^r
- /
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The Corxkr Stone Table r.

dred and thirty to one hundred and fifty scholars and teachers

meet week by week for instruction in the Word, the will and the

way of God. The Sabbath school has from the earliest history of

the Church been a prominent and particularly encouraging feature

of the work.

In February 1892, the Church was called upon to mourn the

loss by death of Elder Dougald McNair, a man of God in the

truest sense of the expression. Fiilelity and de\'otion marked his

course, first as deacon, then as elder, and his sterling qualities

"For sketch of Mr. Joliii.ston and portrait, see history of tlie Churches of North

Patersoii and Ha\vtlioriie.
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make his memory a blessed inheritance to the Church. The value

of his s^t^dly exam]-)le, his strong- faith, his fidelity to the cause

cannot l)c too stroni;ly stated. He was a tower of strength to the

Church.

The records of the Church make suitable mention of the

deaths of t^lders James A. Demarest and Alfred Ransom, whose

services were g-ladly g;iven to the work, and appreciated by those

who recognized the iitness of these brethren to be set over them

in the Lord.

During 1893, the general commercial depression through the

country was felt in Lodi, and the people found themselves some-

The Second Reformed Church of Lodi, — 1901.

what strained to meet the current e.xi)enses. It is worthy of note

here that under these circumstances, the Rev. William Johnston,

asked for a substantial reduction in his salary. Mis action stim-

ulated the courage of his flock, and they passed Ihi-ough the sea-

son of dullness with faith and courage.

At this writing, the Church is erecting a new house of wor-

ship in accordance with plans, a sketch of which a})iiears on this

pag-e. It will be of stone, simple and chaste in character, and

while not extravagant in any of its appointments, will be the most

attractive l)uilding in the borough. The sum realized by the sale

of the former church edifice to a new Holland organization, added
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(i) ltu> coiiti'iliutions iVoin the ci m^ri.'^'alioii, with some little' help

iVoni iVii'iuls outside, will, it is liclic\C(l, [u riiiit ol the caih' com-

pletion ami il((lir;ilion of the ehiireh. 'I'he eeremoiiy of dedieri-

lion will not lake place howexcr, until every prini\' of indeldcd-

ness incurred in liuildini;' has been dischars^ed.

The |)ulpit and pastoral work has been in charge of the iiist

pastor o{' the Church, the Rew K. M. ( JJIord, since the Rev. Mr.

lohiiston resigned the field. lie has the hearty co-operation of

the C'onsistorv and the peo]>le. The (ormer consists of elders

Peter II. \'an Iderstine. James C". Weeland, James II. Hogert and

C. II. R. .*>ontai^; deacons, Christopher Tattersall, (icorgeC. Mer-

cer, .Stephen Massey, and William Brevoort. Deacon Mercer is

the mayor of the borou<^h, and a successful manufacturer. He

has been all alono;- a g-cncrous supporter of the cause, and to his

liberalitv ami t^'ood financial manai^ement is lart;'ely due the suc-

cess of the plan to make Lodi's fairest structure an Ebenezer stone,

a monument of this people's gratitude and praise to the triune (iod.



THE

REFORMED CHURCH OF CENTERVILLE

Thk Rkv. Anson DlBois, D. D.

THE planting of a Reformed C'hurcli at Athenia, resulted from

the efforts of Mr. Hugh Cheyne to .secure local religious

privileges to the people of the vicinity. Coming herein 1880, and

tinding no place of public worship nearer than Passaic, he at first

attempted to foster religious services at Clifton, one mile from

Athenia, but the chapel there having burned, he originated a re-

ligious enterprise in his own immediate r.eighborhood. The plan

at hrst was to make it a mission of the Church of Accpiackanonk,

but a little later a petition was circulated and signed by one hun-

dred and two persons, and on September eighteenth, 1882, pre-

sented to Classis asking for a Church organization at what was

then called Centerville, a name changed afterwards, on the estab-

lishment of a post ofhce, to Athenia. "The Reformed Church of

Centerville," was constituted October fifth, 1882, with a member-

ship of nineteen persons, Hugh Cheyne and Andrew Uoremus,

elders; Rutgers Clarkson and John B. Courter, deacons.

Meanwhile, in the summer of 1882, Mr. Cheyne was" provid-

ing a place of worship for the prospective Church. By deeds bear-

ing date of May fifth, and August second of that year, he pur-

chased from Mr. Edward Clark of New York, suitable grounds for

church and parsonage, and proceeded at once, at his own expense,

aided by a kw personal friends, to erect the church building.

This important part of the enterprise was completed and ready

for use in the early fall of the same year. By a deed bearing date

of December twenty-third, 1882, Mr. Cheyne and his wife con-

veyed this whole property, consisting of about 72 feet by 265

feet on the corner of Claverack road and Central avenue, with

the completed church building and infant class room attached, and

horse sheds, all free of tlebt, to the new Consistory as the legal
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hoaid ()l tiustccs. 'I'lio f( uiditions of this miiiiifici'iit s^it'l to the

|)<.'()])le ot Alhrnia, as c'.\])rcssi-(l in the deed, aix- that if [\\v prem-

ises shall cease (o ])v used as a phice of public- worship wherein

the doctrines oi' the HihU- as set toiih in the 1 Icidelhcr^;- catechism

shall cease to lie the rule of faith and prac'tici*, or ii' th<- trustees

shall create a lien of any kind upon the prop(.-rt\', or sell it for any
other uses, then the said premises and appurtenances shall iinme-

Thk Rek(jkmed Church of Centkrvii.le, — 1SS2.

diately become vested in tlie General Synod of the Reformed

Church of America for the use of said Synod, in fee simple

absolute.

The Rev. Alexander McKelvey.

The Consistory at once called the Rev. Alexander McKelvey,

who became pastor, December twenty-eighth, 1882. ']"he enter-

prise was now hopefully launched. The church attendance was
large; the membership as reported to Classis, April, 1883, thirty-six

and the .'salibath school, one hundred and forty-nine. The ministry
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of the Rev. ^Ir. McKelvey was short, however, terminating De-

cember eis^hteenth, of the next year. *

'I'he Rev. John L. Stii.lwell.

Supplies for the pulpit were employed until March, 1884,

when the Rev. John L. Stillwell assumed charge. He was horn

in Bayonne, N. ]., December seventeenth, 1859. His father was
the Rev. Aaron 1-. Stilhvell, who died in 1864. The son prepared

for college untler the Rev. William Cornell, I). D. , at Somerville,

N.
J.

He graduated from Rutgers Colleg^e in 1879, and from the

seminary at New Brunswick in 1882. The same year he was

licensed by the Classis of Raritan. He was located at Montag-ue,

N. J., from 1882 to 1884. He re-

mained at Athenia until ;886, wdien

he was called to Bloomingburgh,

N.'S'., where he still remains.

The conditions of the work

were not devoid of encouragement.

Init unavoidable weakness in a new

enterprise and \'arious difhculties

were seriously trying the faith and

energy of the little band. When in

.September, 1886, the Rev. Mr. Still-

^^0 ^^ ^^^^H well thought it his tluty to resign,

HBH'*. J^^I^I after a pastorate of tw(^ and a half

years, seventeen of the membership,

including two Consistory men, and

all of them ccnstituting families well able to support the Church,

felt that they must withdraw with him.

There remained but twenty-eight in the membership, and the

loss of so many niembers at one time was a severe calamity to the

Church, endangering its very life.

The Rev. Anson DirBois.

Two months after this, November, 1886, the Rev. Anson Du-

Bois, D. 1)., supplied the puljiit, and was called to the pastorate

and began his work. His formal installation took place January

eleventh, 1887.

"Dr. Du Bois is of fluguenot descent. f In the language of his

"For .sketch of Mr. McKelvey and portmit, see p. 361. flviitorial aiidenda.

TnK Ri-.v. John F^. Stii.i.wkll.
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Thk Rkv. Anson DuHois.

ancestors 'diibois" signities 'from the forest, ' and was a family name

in tlie (Ad I'^rLiicli provinces of Artois andNorinandy, before Wil-

liam the Conqueror left his native

shores. The i^enealot^y hei^ins with

Geffroi du IJois, a knij^ht l)anneret,

who accompanied this illustricjus

warrior in the year 1060, when he

seized the sovereignty of England.

"Louis Du Bois, the progenitor

of the American family, was born at

Wicres, in Artois, France, October

twenty-seventh. 1626. He came to

America in 1661, and tradition de-

clares that whcTi he landed he g-ath-

ered his family about'him, reverent-

ly opened the old French Bible that

had been the companion of his voy-

age, reatl the twenty-third Psalm and offered a devout prayer to

God, acknowledging His providential care and imploring His

future guidance. He was a magistrate at Hurley, N. Y. , until

1677, when he became the first named of the twelve patentees, to

whom the New Paltz Patent was granted. His sons, Abraham and

Isaac, were also members of this body politic, known as the

Duzine, or 'Twelve Men.' which in behalf of the nine families,

and in the entire absence of court, or constal)le, or jail, ruled the

Huguenot settlement of New Paltz, N. Y. , for more than a hun-

dred years.

"Catherine Blanchan, the wife of Louis DuBois, was a daugh-

ter of IMatthys Blanchan, of the same nationality and faith. He
arrived at New Amsterdam in 1660, and a short time thereafter

having commemorated the Savior's death, he is reported to have

said that it was a solace for all that he had suffered and for the

loss ot property at his native place and in Flanders and elsewhere,

to sit down with his wife and children at the Lord's supper.

When Kingston and Hurley were burned by the Indians in 1663,

]\Irs. Du Bois and two of her children were carried by them into

captivity, along with others for a period of six months, until res-

cued by the settlers and soldiers sent by Governor Stuyvesant.

"It is somewhat remarkable that at the centennial anniver-

sary of the Classis of Paramus, three of the pastors of the Classis



534 HISTORY OF THE CLASSIS OF PARAMUS

were descendants of this Matthys l>lanchan; the Rev. Dr. Anson

Du Bois, a descendant of Louis Du Bois and Catherine Blanchan;

the Rev. Dr. Cornelius E. Crispell, a descendant of Anthonie

Crepel and Maria Bhinchan; and the Rev. Dr. Theodore W. Welles,

a great-great grandson of iNIaria Du Bois, wife of Joannes Harden-

bergh and thus a descendant of Louis DuBois and Catherine Blan-

chan, the grandson also of INIary ^largaret Lowe, wife of Jacob

R. Hardenbergh, and thus a descendant of Peter Cornellessen

Lowe and Elizabeth Blanchan.

"Dr. DuBois traces his descent through Solomon DuBois, the

tilth son of Louis DuBois, and an extensive land owner about

Catskill, Greene county, N. Y. , and in Pennsylvania. He was
born at Catskill, Wednesday, August twenty-ninth, 1821. His

parents were Isaac
J. DuBois and Catherine Hunter, a descend-

ant of one of the Scotch-Irish families among the early settlers of

Orange county, N. V. He was educated at New Brunswick,

graduated from Rutgers College in 1847, and from the theologi-

cal seminary in 1850. He was immediately licensed and or-

dained by the Classis of Greene and sent as a missionary to Thou-

sand Islands, X. Y. In this delightful region he labored until

1854, when he was installed pastor of the Second Church, now
Fair street, Kingston, N. Y. After a live years" pastorate in this

Dutch-Huguenot city, he was elected corresponding secretary of

the Board of Domestic ^Missions of the Reformed Church, ami

served as such until 1862, when he was called to the puljdt of the

Second Church of Schenedady, N. Y. During his ministry at

this seat of learning, he received from Lhiion College in 1865, the

honorary degree of D. D. His pastorate continuing until 1869,

was followed by a year of teaching at Amelia Court House, Yir-

ginia. In 1870 he was installed at Flatlands, L. I., and there

remained until 1882, when he accepted a call from the Church of

St. Thomas, West Indies. In 1886, after serving as a stated sup-

ply at Owasco Outlet, he accepted the pastorate of the Church at

Centerville.
'"

In April, 1887, the Church reported twenty-five persons

in membership and twenty-one dismissals. The outlook was not

bright. But more severe trials were to come. In the fall of 1S88

Mr. Cheyne sold his property here and removed with his family

to New York city. About the same time other useful families re-

moved from the place. In April, 1889, the Church reported a resi-
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dent incml)ershi]> of fiftccMi, of whom three were of the jiastor's

family; one ilcath ami tuL-lvc remoxals, six of whom were anion^

our most active workers. The case seemed desperate. God was

our only hope. In the emer^^ency the pastor called a meeting of

gentlemen, irrespective of Church membership and laid the whf)!e

situation before them. Ilaitpilv cheerful words were si)oken and

a liberal subscri])tion by envelope system inaugurated, and the

crisis in its acute form passed. From that time the Church mem-
bership, though still painfully small, has been slowly rising.

"At the stated spring session of the Classis of Paramus,

.\pril seventeenth, 1901, the pastoral relation between Dr. UuBois

and the Church of Centerville was dissolved, at his own request,

and Dr. Du Bois, was declared emeritus, and intending to make
his home with his son at Newburgh, X. Y., was dismissed to the

Classis of Greene. '" *

One or two words of appreciation and gratitude must yet

be s])oken of our dear friend, Mr. Hugh Cheyne. When in 1894

it became indispensable to l)uild a parsonage, and the peojile as a

whole, had nobly met the occasion. Mr. Cheyne supplemented

their gifts with princely munificence, and made possible the com-

pletion, without debt, of the present commodious residence of

the pastor, and yet after all that he had done previously, there

came flowing in, without a break, his monthly aid to the Church

until his death. February twentieth, 1899.

We have but few closing words. The work has been obscure

and humble, yet not devoid of the Divine favor. For many years

it has gone forward in the most delightful Christian harmony. In

the membership, and among the most loyal and active friends are

some from nearly all sister denominations. We are, perhaps, the

smallest of our self-sustaining Churches. We have enjoyed blessed

seasons of revival. Of members received since the organization,

more than two-thirds are converts, gathered to God in this field.

The Sabbath school, with an assured enrollment of never less

than one hundred, is superintended nobly by one of our own con-

verts, and most of the teachers have here made profession of their

faith. The same is also true of nearly all the active members of

an admirably conducted Christian Fndeavor society. Our Church

workers of today were most of them scholars in the Sabbath school

at the coming of the present pastor, and a considerable number
* Editorial addenda.
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have joined neighboring Churches. Our LaiHes C'liurcli Aid Soci-

et\-, by its wise activity, does honor to its name; while beautiful

Christian work has l)een done alont^ other lines. Nor has the

Church failed to contribute, thou^-h in a small \va}-, to the g-reat

benevolences of our denomination.

A section of this township which must almost certainly have

otherwise been neglected, has now enjoyed the elevating and

saving influences of the Gospel for eighteen years, by the minis-

trations of this Church, and we must believe that there lies l)efore

it a long career of service to man's good and God's glory.



THK RKKORMRD CHURCH OF GARFIELD

BY

Thk Rkv. Wii.i.i.AM Gliiikik Mvi.KS.

Tl 1 M I*"irst Reformed Church of (iarfiL-lil was org-anized laiui-

ary tweiUy-first, 1891, and was the f)utcome of the faithful

and euerg'ctic work of mcniliers of the Reformed Churches of

Passaic who were residents of Garfield. For many years that en-

tire territory had been under the religious watch and care of the

Reformed Church. A union Sabbath school was organized in

1883. In November, 1886, a mid-week cottage prayer meeting-

was established, iind carried on without intermission, summer and

winter, under the g-uidance of a comj^any of young men from

the North Reformed Church. It was soon found necessary, in

order to meet the growing interest among the people, to secure

the services of a student from the seminary at New Brunswick,

and Mr. Philip T. Phelps, [r. , was engaged. He began his labors

in May, 1887, and was followed by Mr. G. Edwin Talmage, and

Mr. Ferd. S. Wilson. These brethren have since been ordained to

the Gospel ministry, and are doing faithful work in our denomi-

nation. While at Garfield they not only conducted the Sabbath

preaching services and taught in the Sabbath school, but spent

several days each week in house to house visitation, and usually

led the prayer meeting on Friday evening.

As these movements progressed, they resulted in the further

necessity for a more suitable house of wcjrshij) than the jniblic

school building, where the services had thus far been held. A
joint meeting of the Consistories of the First and North Reformed

Churches of Passaic, was held in April, 1888, at which, after a

full discussion of the matter, it was mutually agreed that each of

the two Churches should donate the sum of four hundred dollars

toward the building of cahapel in (jarfield. This gift was speed-

ily secured, and with a grant of seven hundred dollars from the
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Church Buildins^ Fund of the Board of Domestic Missions, the

united Consistories erected and dedicated the modest, but service-

al)le and conif()rtal)le chapel, which now stands on the hill. The

land, both for this building- and the ])arsonage, was the donation

of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Marsellus, of Garfield. These worthy

friends of the enteri)rise, who have reached a ripe old age, are

descendants from old Holland stock, and are naturally interested

in the Church of their fathers. The Church is sincerely grateful

to them, and to the Rev.
J.

H. Whitehead, of Passaic, who.

iiiK Rkiormed Church of Garfield, — ibbS.

from the beginning of the movement here, has been closely

identified with it.

The missionary work of the seminary stuilents developed also

the necessity for the organization of a Church, and for the full

services of a resident pastor. Accordingly, a petition was pre-

sented to the Classis of Paramus, and that boily having granted

the request of the people, the First Reformed Church of Garfield

was regularly organized on the twenty-first of January, 1891.

The original membership consisted of twenty-three persons, eight-

een of whom u'ere received by certificate from the North Re-
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foinu-tl C'lunxli i>t" i'assaic, aiul one was rcccivcti .shortly alter-

ward.

'I'liK Rkv. Gkorge Seiiskkt.

Soon after the ors.^anization of the Cluireli, tlie nanie of the

Rev. (ieorii^e Seibert, of Schraalenbiirgh, N.
J., was l)rouy;ht to the

notice of the Consistory, and he was invited to ]:»reach. This re-

sulted in a very hearty and unanimous call l>ein_i^ sent to .Mr.

Seibert, and, feeling- it his duty to accejit, he beii^an his work in

Gartield, on October first, 1891.

Mr. Seibert was l)orn in Germany in 1839. Two 3'ears later,

the family left Cjermany, and, coming to this country, settled in

the town of Union, Hudson county,

X. }., and there the boy spent his

younger years, attending the public

school at New Durham. Thence

he was sent to the Grammar School

at New Brunswick, and after a

further course of private study under

the well known Dr. W. \'. V. Ma-

bon, of New Durham, he entered

Rutgers College. This was in the

days of the war of the Rebellion,

and the young student gave up

his college studies, and joined

the First New Jersey Volunteers.

He served two years in Virginia,

and while there^ became a sufferer from typhoid fever which
doomed him to a long course of hospital treatment. Re-
turning home, an invalid, after a time he entered the Theological

Seminary at New Brunswick, where he remained for three years,

graduating in the summer of 1866. ]Mr. Seibert was licensed to

preach the Gospel by the Classis of Bergen, and the same year,

was ordained by the Classis of Monmouth, at Middletown, X.
J.

In 1872 he was sent by the Board of Domestic ^Missions to Hav-
ana, Illinois. He continued in this charge until October, 1880,

when he was called to succeed the Rev. W. R. Gordon, D. D., at

Schraalenburgh, N.
J. Coming to Garfield, as we have stated, in

October, 1891, ^Mr. Seibert took up the work with great enthusi-

asm. But the ways ofGod are past finding out. After being about

The Rev. George Seibert.
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six months in his new charge, having' worked to the complete

satisfaction of his peojile and the achniration of all, he contracted

a cold while attending- a meeting of Chassis; this (juickly tlevel-

opetl into ]ineumonia, antl in ten ilays from his first sense of ill-

ness, he succumbed to this dire disease. Veiling the grief of the

family, with which a stranger does not seek to intermedtlle, the

consternation and sorrow into which the young Church was thrown

by this death, cannot be described. Mr. Seibert lunl been such a

tireless and wise worker, and his particular genius seemed so

essential to existing conditions, that it ajipearcd to many that

a man especially fitted for the work in GarfieUl, was gone; and

had departed in the midst of his days, for the i)astor who had so

endeared himself to his people, was but fifty-three years of age.

" His eye was not dim, neither was his natural force abated.

Yet death claimed him. He had decreed great things for the

Reformed Church of (iarfield. This applies to material affairs

as well as spiritual interests, and is notably true of the beautiful

and commodious parsonage, which was built from plans approved

by the parsonage committee, of which he was the head. This home
ofthe pastor costin the neighborhood of $4,000, $1,000 being ad-

vanced by the Board of Domestic Missions, and the building is

still $2,000 in debt. It was Mr. Seibert who roused the enthusi-

asm to begin the undertaking, and there is no denying that he,

better than any other man, could have completed the w'ork. But

we complain not at the ways of God. Mr. Seibert was a man
whose views of truth were soundly evangelical and of a very pro-

nounced kind. He could speak and preach, because he knew

whom he had believed. Certainly, he was persuaded of these

things, antl sought very earnestly to persuade others; and he suc-

ceeded, for he was a soul winner. Not in the pulpit alone

did he seek his Master's glory. The visitation of the flock was

considered by him the sacred duty of a Christian pastor, the sick

and dying among them receiving his peculiar care. He entered

deeply, by sympathv, into the trials of his people, and was most

assiduous in waiting upon them, that he might minister the in-

structions and consolations of religion. But while keeping the

vineyards of others, his own vineyard was not neglected. He de-

lighted in the enjoyments of home, and was attentive to all its

duties, being afiectionate and faithful as a husband, and kind and

loving as a father. Altogether, he was a man well fitted to lead
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tlie ciitori)riscMn (
'larCu'ld, and wla-n his (U'ath came, it was a

caliunit)' alike to the ("hurch and \\\c coininuiiit)-.

TiiK I\KV. (Ikokck CrKM'K Skihkrt.

The Rev. (jeor^'i' (j. Seibert, a son oftlie I\e\'. Clcor^x- Sei-

l)ert, who succeeded liis tatlicr in the work- liere, was horn at

MichUetown, N. J., Ajjril tenth, 1867. 1 1 is early echication was
supervised with threat care by his parents, and in the autumn of

18S5 he entered the New ^'ork Univ'ersity. l"'rom tliis institu-

tion he graduated in 1889. In the autumn of the same year

he entered the New Brunswick Theological Seminary, and grad-

uated in 1892. He was almost immediately called to take up

the work laid down by his father

at (iarfield, ajid one of his first

duties was to sujierintend the build-

ing- of the parsonag^e planned by

his father. Diiring this second ])as-

torate twenty-four new members
were added to the Church, and the

^^^'^^ l)enevolences of the Church were

t^K^KKff^-' ''V, greatly increasetl. Mr. Seibert was
.N^. --.•»

^ good organizer and soon broug-ht

the Church into order, after the con-

tusion f(jllowing- the death of his

father. He proved to be a good

man in the puli)it also, and his ser-

mons thoughtfully constructed and

eloquently expressed are spoken of today with much approval.

Mr. Seibert labored in Cartiehl a little over fouryears and resigned.

Possibly the fluctuations which obtain here, such as are peculiar

to all industrial communities, had something to do with his

resignation, which occurred (Jctolier twentieth, 1896. Heat once

became pastor of the Helderberg Reformed Church at ( iuilderland

Center, where he is still laboring.

The Rkv. William (juthrie Myles.

The ])resent pastor of the Garfield Reformed Church, the

Rev. W. Guthrie Myles, was formerly a Baptist minister, and had

his training for the ministry in the college of the Rev. Charles

H. Spurgeon, the famous London ])reacher. Mr. Myles knew Mr.

S])urgeon well, and speaks in glowing terms of his marvelous

Thu Rkv. Gkokge G. SEiiiKRX.
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p-ifts of liuiuor, clotiuence, and inlliR'iice. In the latter part of

1878 Mr. Myles, at the request of Mr. Spurgeon, settled ui More-

combe, Lancastershire, England, over a Church that had just been

formetl in that fair city by the sea. There he labored for eleven

and a half years, raisins^ the Church, over which he was placed, to

a position of influence, and taking- ])art in all the moral and re-

lig-ious (juestions which agitated that bustling town. But the hard

work told upon the pastor's health, and he came to this country

for rest and chang-e. After being in the L'nited States six months,

and having several op])ortunities to settle, he selected the call to

labor in the Ha]itist Church of Rutherford, N. J., and sent to

Eng-land for his family. 1 he Baptists of England are much more

liberal in their views than the Ikip-

tists in the United States, and hav-

ing imbibed English liberalism on

the subject of communion, the pas-

tor felt ill at ease when he had to

invite to the I>ord's table only

"those of the same faith and order.
"

This led him to reconsider the ques-

tion of baptism, and the result was

that he resigned his charge in Ruth-

erford and applied for admission

into the Presbyterian Church. The

week after this application, Mr. Myles

was asked to fill an engagement to

preach in the vacant Reformed

Church at Dingman's Ferry, Penn., and the result of that visit

was that a call was sent to him from that Church, and accepted.

In this way a ministry was commenced, which, for comfort to

himself, and success to the Church, cannot soon be forgotten.

The health of Mrs. Myles was such as to require a change, and

the pastor accepted a call which came to him from the Church of

Garfield. The field, as has been stated, is not an easy one, and

no great things can be accomplished along religious lines under

existing conditions. The large foreign-speaking element in the

town, constituting nearly half the population, every Lord's Day

must go to either Lodi or Passaic, to find Churches speaking their

language. This forms one of the depressing features of the work,

the narrowing down of the sphere of op])ortunity.

The Rev. William Guthrik Myles.
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I'wcnty-nine however, have been added to the Church thir-

iny; the present pastorate, but tlierc have been numerous dismis-

sions as well, so that the net i^ain is not really lar^c 'Ihe soci-

eties in tlie C'hurcli aw not stron<^' in membership, but thev arc

vij^orously workinj^ and are in a healthy condition. The ( 'on-

sistory works well with the pastor, and the members are as fol-

lows : KIders, John M. Jones and Joshua Strayer; deacons, (1. ].

Cierritsen, C. W. Miller and (Irani Schooley. The pastor sui)er-

intends the Sabbatli school, and also teaches the I)ible class. In

this department there is much to encourage. The teachers are

intellii^ent and loyal. Indeetl it is here and in the ("liristian En-

deavor society where the best prospects are, and where the leaders

of the Church have the most satisfaction; each society is flourish-

ing-. But one of the nicest useful and oldest societies in the Church

is the "Ladies Aid Society,'" which full\- bears out its title.

A temperance crusade is being arranged by the pastor and

his associates. There is great need for such work in a community
like this, and it seems strange that it should have been so long

neglected. It is a pleasure to add that the Reformed Church

of Garfield is the abode of peace; but there are two things that

we feel we need — the hel]i of the Divine Spirit and a (juicker

growth of population; for with God on our side and ])e()ple all

around us, we shall surely flourish and abide.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF CLIFTON

The Rkv. Wii.i.:am Manchek.

THE org-anization of the Reformed Church of Clifton was the

fitting consummation of long; and faithful labors. It was
natiH'alh- evolved from the Sal)bath school association, the union

praver meeting, and the Sabbath evening preaching service, wliich

preceded during several years the Church organization.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATIOX.

In the spring o( 1870, Mr. Frederick S. McDonald, a resident

of Clifton, concei\ed the idea of forming a Sabbath school for the

village, which at that time was but sparsely settled, and with-

out any religious advantages.

A meeting was held in a hall over what is now known as the

Post Office, and a societv was formed on May eighth, 1870, under

the title of "The Clifton Sabl)ath School Association.'' This as-

sociation later was incorporated under the laws of New jersey, and

its affairs were administeretl by a liody of trustees duly elected

from time to time by the constituency of the association. The
following were elected on 'Sla.y eighth, 1870, to serve as officers of

the Saljbath school then organized : Superintendent, Mr. Charles

D. Spencer; assistant superintendent, Mr. Frederick S. INIcDonald;

secretary, Mr. Stephen Hemmingway; treasurer, ]\Ir. Samuel (iroo-

cock; librarian, Mr. Lucius 1'". Spencer; chorister and organist, Mr.

George E. Dinsmore. The first session of the school was on

Sabbath, May fifteenth, 1870, in the hall already mentioned.

This beginning of organized Christian work in Clifton was

undenominational, and the officers represented different Churches.

The school has continued bv the good hand of God until the

jiresent time, and has not onlv enjoyed a steady success under the

efficient officers and teachers who ha\'e wrouirht in it. but it has
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also been sii^-milly iViiitl'ul in luMiovolcnl work, and in sustain in<^'-

the social and religious lite of Clifton.

Mr. Sanuiel Groococic was tlie second superintendent, antl he

was succeeded by Mr. Georj^e K. Dinsmore, who is still in office.

.\niid all the chanj^a's the school has suffered 1)\- death, re-

moval and other causes, it is jileasinL,'' to note that one o( tlu-

charter (officers, Mr. George V.. Dinsmore, has been, with oidy

a brief interxal, for thirty years one of its active laborers, and
still honorably ser\es as its tlevoted superintendent. Another

interesting- feature is that ?ilrs. Geory^e E. Dinsmore, who started

the primary class with six scholars when the school was or^-an-

ized. is still its leadei", with one hundred and thirty enrolled mem-
bers, ."-^he is now teaching' with undiminished efticiencv the sec-

ond generation of little ones.

In July, 1893, the ."-^abbath school association ceased to exist,

the organization being known from that date as the Sabbath

school of the Reformed Church of Clifton.

THK INION I'KAVKR MEETINC.

I'he Sabbath school, as the hrst factor of the organized religious

life of Cliltt)n, was followed, in the autumn of 18S4, by a union

prayer meeting. ("his service was conducted \^v several lavmen

living in Clifton and ho'aling their memb.^rship in (."hurches in

Passaic and Athenia. The neighboring jia^tors also rendered

valuable aid from time to time. This union prayer meeting was

well sustainc<l and did much to foster the development of spiritual

life. Indeed, the co-operative Christian work of the Sabbath

school, and the liap])V seasons of t'ellowship in Christ with one

another, in a few years led to a third movement, in the religious

growth of the community.

THE PRE.\CH1N(; SERVICE.

In Deceml)er, 18S7, it was determined to test the sentiment

of the people as to the establishment ot a preaching service on Sab-

bath evenmgs. Accordingly, a circular was sent out by Messrs.

Charles D. Spencer and Alonzo C. Hascy, asking for pledges for

the support of such services. About t\)rty responses were made to

this appeal, expressing approval of the movement and promising

sut^cient aid for its maintenance. The first service was held on

lanuarv tirst, 1888, with a large congregation. The Rev. Philo

F. Leavens, D. D. ,
pastor of the Presb\'terian Church of Passaic,
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conducted the service, preaching from First Chronicles, xxi:28. So

greatly were the people interested in this movement that a meeting

was held on January twelfth, to arrant^^e for a committee to secure

the permanent continuance of the service. Such a committee

was chosen, consisting of Messrs. Samuel (iroocock, J.
W. Me-

loney, W. R. Payne, C. D. Spencer and A. C. Hascy. Under the

The Reformed Church of Clifton,— 1892.

efficient leadership of these brethren, the Sabbath evening services

grew in interest and usefulness. The people of Clifton loyally

supported them, both by their presence and their means. One of

the best results was the effect of the services in unifying the

jieople, and preparing them for the crystallization of religious

sympathy and effort into a solid Chinch organization.

These services were carried on from yrar to year, except in
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llu' moiillis of July and Auj^iist, and wimc t-onducted l)y students

troni tlu' scuiinai")' at New Hrunswick, and the Union seminary of

New \'()i"k. Oecasionally tlie ministers of surroundini;- Cluuehes

olFiciated. The last service under this arrani^enient was iield on

A|iril twenty-fourtii, 1892, yieldintj;- to those of tlie newly orj^-an-

ized Reformecl Church, wliicli bet^an on tlie next Lord's Day.

Uj) to this time, the various reliL,n'ous movements had been

arranged on a union basis. The majoritv, if not all, of those sup-

porting' as well as initiating- thetn wert' members of Reformed,

Baptist, Metliodist Episcopal, ami other Churches, nearby. P)ut

throuj^hout tliese (hays, from 1870 to 1892, there was harmony and

co-operation in every ^ood word and work. Duiint^^ these days,

too, a neat and commodious Iniildins;-, in an excellent situation,

had been erected on a j^lot of i^round t^iven by generous friends of

the enterprise. The editice itself was paid for 1)\' the free will

offerings of the people of Clifton, who .also, led l)y the Ladies' Aid

Society, furnished and equipped it for the purposes of the Salibath

school, and worship.

THE CHl'RCH OR("iANIZ.\TION.

The growth of the Reformed Church of Clifton out of the

union constituency gathered during the ])reparatory jieriotls just

reviewed was the logical result of all that precetled it. And great

interest attaches to this tinal movement of providential leading.

In the autumn of 1891, the Rev. William INLinchee, * of Passaic,

a minister of the Reformed Church, and one of the editors of

The Nciv York Obse7'ver, was engaged to supply the Sabbath

evening preaching service. His ministry began on October

eleventh, 1891, ami included preaching on Sabbath evenings,

teaching a young ladies' Bible class on Sabl)ath afternoons, and

leading the Friday evening prayer meeting.

In the ])rogress of the work it soon became apparent that the

set time h^id come for organizing a Church in Clifton. But with

the union character of the existing organizations, much tact was

neetled so that the substitution of a denominational Church for

the union institutions should not induce friction and unkindly

feeling. On February third, 1892, a meeting was held at the

home of Mr. George E. Dinsmore, to consider the (juestion of

(Church organization for Clifton. Representatives of the Clifton

Chapel preaching service and the Sabbath School association, in-

* For sketch of Mr. Manchee, and portrait, see history of Second Clnirch of I.odi, p. 524-5
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cludins^ Messrs. (leors^e ¥.. Dinsniore,
J.
W. Mclonev, W. R. Payne,

W. Ker, and S. Grant 'I'horburn, with the Rev. William Manchee,

were present and discussed carefully these three i)oints : i, Is

a perniauLMit Church orj^ani/.ation in Chfton, advisable? 2, Is

the present a j)roper time to start it? 3, To what denomination

should the Church, if formed, belonp^? The unanimous judg^-

inciil of tlie mcetinj^ was that the time for or^^anizint; was rijjc, and

that it seemed most accordant with the sentiment of the commu-

nity, as well as of the majority of those attendins^ the school and

chapel services, that the organization should be effected according

to the faith and order of the Reformed Church in America.

A public meetin|L^, with Mr. Samuel (jroocock in the chair,

was held after the service on Sabbath, February fourteenth, i8(;2.

A large audience was present, antl after a free discussion of the

whole matter, resolutions were unanimously adopted to organize

a Reformed Cluuxh, and to ])resent a memorial to that effect

to the reverenil Classis of Paramus. This memorial was signed

i)y forty-three persons willing; to become members of the

proposed Cliurch, and by forty others pleils^'-in<^ tiiemsclves as

adherents. The result of a canvass made by a committee ap-

])ointed to ascertain what financial "[-uarantees could be relied

upon, showed a total promised contribution nf $1,225 yearly, for

current expenses. At the same meeting-, the preaching service was

ordered to be closetl on April twenty-fourth, so that regular

Church services could begin on the first Sabbath in May.

The memorial was presented to the Classis of Paramus on

Tuesday, April twelfth, 1892, at its meeting in Ridgewood. It

was a])proved, and arrangements were macle f"or organizing a

Church in Clifton on Tuesday, April nineteenth, 1892. On that

occasion, by apjiointment of the Classis, the Rev. |. H. Whitehead

presidetl and flu- Rev. lohn (iaston, I). I)., preacht'd the sermon,

from Psalm cxxxii:i4, "This is my rest forever; here will 1 ilwell;

for I have desired it." Tlie Revs. Anson DuBois, D. I)., Cornelius

E. Crispell, I). I)., and William Manchee took part in the service.

Thirty-four jiersons became charter members of the organiza-

tion. Of this number twent3'-two came by dismission froni the

North Reformed Church of Passaic, and five ot the seven elders

and deacons who formed the first Consistory were elected from

these members. if was largely through the sympathy and co-

operation of the minister and pfo])le of the North Reformed
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Church tluit ttu' new coiij^rogation hei^aii its work so well e(jui]ipecl.

Iho brethren who were cht)sen nieiuhers ot the first Con-

sistory of the new Church were : Killers, (jeor^^e K. Dinsniore,
J.

W. Meloney, W. R. Payne: deacons, M. Johnstone McCall, P. H.

Williams, S. (irant Thorburn. The Rev. Mr. Manchee served as a

stated supply until June twenty-sixth. 1S92. The first Church ser-

vices were held on Sabbath. May first. 1892. On May fifteenth,

the first communion of the Lord s Sujijier was celebrated, and thir-

teen persons, twelve on confession of faith, and one by letter,

were received into fellowship. This reception of new members
was e.specially joyful, as those received were mostly regarded as

the first fruits of the jiatient and believing labor of those who
through many years had been sowing the seed of the Word. On
May twenty-second, another was received by letter, making a total

addition of fourteen to the original thirty-four members. On July

fifth, 1892, the Sabbath school, which was an independent or-

ganization, formally identified itself with the new Reformed

Church.

The Church has a fine property. The building in which the

Sabbath school met and in which divine service was held, was

deeded to the Consistory of the Reformed Church about one year

after the Church was formed, and when the success and perman-

ence of the organization seemed assured. The Church property

has been increased by the erection of a handsome and commodi-

ous parsonage, valued at S4,500. The Church itself has also been

improved at different times, and has been furnished with gas,

and redecorated. The Church is worthy of special commen-
dation, having been entirely self-supporting from the beginning,

and having faithfully and promptly met all its financial obligations.

The Rev. Edw.ard Birds.\ll.

The first pastor of the Church, the Rev. Edward Birdsall, was
called from the Reformed Church of Schodack. at Muitzeskill,

N. Y., and was installed on December twenty-ninth. 1892.

Mr. Birdsall was born in Brooklyn, N. Y. , August twenty-first,

1842. His parents were James Birdsall and Jane Constant. His

boyhood was spent in Peekskill. X. Y. , where he received his early

instruction, principally from the Rev. Charles D. Buck, D. D. , then

pastor of the Reformed Church of that village. When the Civil

War broke out he enlisted, but in September, 1861. after five
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''Ji<^

months' service, he became ill, and received an honorable discharge.

After recovery, he engaged in business in California for a time.

Returning to Peekskill, N. Y. , he became converteil aiul joined

the Reformed Church, under the pastorate of the Rev. Isaac L.

Kip, at whose suggestion he was led to study for the ministry of

the (jospel. He entered the seminary at New Brunswick, and

graduated in 1880. He was licensed by the Classis of Westches-

ter, and was ordained by the Classis of Philadelphia, and installed

pastor over the Reformed Church of Three Bridges, N. J., which

charge he served until 1884. His

subsequent pastorates were : Addis-

viUe, Pa., 1884 -1888; Schodack,

N. v., 1888 -1892, and Clifton, N.

]., 1892, until his death, which oc-

curred April eighth, 1899. On June

third, 1879, while still in the semin-

ary, he married Sarah W. Wyckoff,

of New Brunswick. She surAived

him only a brief jieriod, passing

away Septeml)er, 1899, leaving two
children, a son, Edward C. , and

a daughter, May W. His pastorate

at Clifton began on Christmas day,

1892, and his last service was ren-

dered on Easter, 1899; suggesting the beautiful thought of a pas-

torate having its inception in the joyous birth of our Lord, and its

consummation in His glorious resurrection. While at Schodack,

he wrote a little volume entitled, "The Church Member's Man-
ual," which has served well its purpose of informing and stimu-

lating our membership in the faith and work of our denomina-

tion. At his funeral, addresses were made by the Revs. David

Cole, D. D., ofYonkers, N. ¥., and
J. H. Whitehead. The inter-

ment was at Peekskill.*

Mr. Birdsall was a man of rare piety, a wise master builder,

who, with keen sagacity, saw the character of the work Clifton

needed. With jiatient devotedness he used his whole ability in

consolidating the young Church. His preaching was able, and
by this and the quiet strength ami geniality of his disposition, he

did tine service for the Church and wt)n many friends. His work

* Minutes oT Synod \'ol. XIX, p. 570-71

Thk Rkv. Kdwaki) Birdsall.
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ami int'iuory arc precious hcritaj^es ol the C'littoii Church.

The Rkv. IIknky C. van IIaackn.

The second i)astor was the Rt;v. Ileiiry ('. \';in llaaji^'-en. He
was called from New Salem, N. Y., and held his tirst service in

this parish on Sabbath, September third, 1899. The installation

service occurred on Thursday evening, November ninth, the ser-

mon being: delivered by the Rev. Ame Vennenia, fiom I'salin

L\xxv:6, "Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may re-

joice in Thee .^" The charge to the minister was g-iven by the

Rev. W. G. Myles, and to the people by the Rev.
J. H. Whitehead.

Mr. van Haagen was born in Freeland, Montgomery county,

Penn., April twenty-first, 1872. His parents are Professor John

van Haagen, D. D., and Elizabeth Saure. His father has been

professor of languages and theology

in colleges of the German Reformed
Church, for about thirty years. Mr.

van Haagen graduated from Mis-

sion House college, Franklin, Wis-

consin, in 1892, and from Union

Theological Seminary in 1896. He
was licensed October thirteenth,

1896, by the New York Classis of

the German Reformed Church, and

was ordained about a month later,

l)y the same body. His first charge

was at Holyoke, Mass., where he

labored until called to Clifton.

After a brief pastorate in this latter

field, lasting only a few months, he resigned, and closed his pas-

torate in April, 1900, preaching his last sermon on June thirtieth.

The Rev. John S. Ellsworth.

The present pastor, the Rev. J.
S. Ellsworth, was born in

Windham, Penn., of Puritan stock. He received his early educa-

tion in the public schools and the Sus(|uehanna Collegiate Insti-

tute, after which he began the study of law. Being strongly im-

pelled, however, to enter the ministry, he continued his studies at

Lafayette College, and the Union Theological Seminary, and

seven years later was ordained antl installed in the Church of his

Thk Rkv. H. C. van Haagkn.
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boyhood liome, at Le Roysville, Penn. After a pastorate of four

years lie was called to the Conyreo^ational Church, Newark Valley,

N. v., which he served for nearly nine years. During- this time

he was made moderator of the Susquehanna Association of Con-

gregational ministers four tmies, and preached the aanual sermon

before the New York State Association of Congregational minis-

ters, in 1892. In 1891, in com]iany with his wife he spent six

months in travel and study in liible lands. Owing to the poor

health of his wife, Mr. Ellsworth resigned from the ])astorate in

Newark Valley, in 1896, and went to the hills of eastern Dutchess

county, N. Y. , where he successively supplied the Presbyterian

Churches at Amenia antl Millerton. The health of his wife having

been re-established, he accepted the call to the Clifton Church,

beginning his pastorate December first, 1900, and was formally

installed as its minister, January fourth, 190T. On this occasion

the Rev. J. H. Whitehead presided, and read the form for instal-

lation; the sermon was delivered by the Rev. Davitl G. Wylie,

D. D.
,
pastor of the Scotch Presbyterian Church, New York, a

seminary classmate of Mr. Ells-

worth; the charge to the pastor was

given by the Rev. John A. Van

Neste and the charge to the people

by the Rev. Ame Vennema.

The Clifton Church, which be-

gins its ]~»resent pastorate most aus-

piciously, is a working Church.

Its activities are displayed along

literary, social, benevolent, as well

as the regular Church lines. It has

a Ladies Aid Society, a Young Peo-

ple's Society of Christian Endeavor,

a Literary Society and a King's

Daughters' Circle, besides its Sab-

bath school. These societies are vigorously sustained, embrace

a large membership, and have raised much money for Church

purposes, missionary work and benevolent enterprises.

This Church has a noble band of women helpers. The pres-

ent prosperity of the Church is largely due to the enthusiasm and

self-sacrificing efforts of the Ladies Aid Society. Under different

names, this society has been in existence, with a break of a tew

Thk Rev. J. S. Ellsworth.
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yi-ars, since 1S70, when tlic first rclij^ious niovc-iiKiit was made
in ("lifton. Its first ])resi(K'nt was Mrs. Steplicn I lenuninicway.

She was succeeded hy Mrs. W. Snow: and from 1884 to 1897

Mrs. Georq;e K. Dinsmore was president, she being- followctl in

that year by Mis. .\. C. Hascy. ]\Irs. William MiUigan is the

present president. Helpers in spiritual work, successful in wise

endeavor to raise money, and prompt and devoted in meeting-

the social needs of the place, the women, since the organization

of the Church, as well as in the earlier movenunts of Clifton's

relig-ious life, have pro\ed themselves worthy followers of the

Apostle Pauls commended ' Mellow lielpers.
"

The Church at Clifton has adso been blessed in the men who
have had to do with its history. They were men of character,

zeal and devotion; men gifted with patience and clear vision.

They advancetl slowly and have kept pace with, not run before,

providential leadings. livery movement was an unforced devel-

opment wisely made and temlerly fostered until circumstances

were ripe for its consummation. To their wise, watchful over-

sight and leading are due the present stability and ho])eful future

of the organization.

The present Consistory consists of the following:

elders. deacons

George E. Dinsmore, Joseph Hickinbottom,

J.
W. Meloney, W.

J. Maharg,

George Bailey, S. Grant Thorburn.

M. Johnstone McCall.



THE
REFORMED CHURCH OF NORTH PATERSON

BY

TiiK Rkv. N. H. Van Aksdai.k, D. D.

Wni\N tlie New York, Sus((uehanna aiul Western Railroad

establislietl its local terminus at North Patcrson, and lo-

cated its repair shops at that point, instead of a few small resi-

dences there was soon a thriving village. Streets were laid out,

and neat dwellings sprang up on every hand, the homes of con-

ductors, engineers, and t)ther employees of the company, and of

operatives in the shops.

In response to a recpiest for religious privileges, the Rev. Dr.

N. H. Van Arsdale, pastor of the Broadway Reformed Church,

and the Rev. Dr. Theodore W. Welles, of the Second Reformed

Church of Paterson, assisted by a raiload conductor, Mr. John A.

Vrooman, and other residents of North Paterson, started a Sabbath

school in the station, which soon filled both waiting rooms.

Religious services, with preaching, immediately after the session

of the Sabbath school, were also inaugurated and maintained. The

standing committee on Church Extension, of the Classis of Par-

amus, of which the Rev J. H. Whitehead, of Passaic, was chair-

man, visited the field and concluded that it was a promising one

for the planting of a Church. 'J'he committee proceeded to take

steps with this end in view.

I'he tirst necessity was a suitable building for Sabbath school

and religious purposes. The Classis purchased a site costing

$500, the ditierent Churches contributing. For the erection of a

building the Board of Domestic Missions granted a loan of $1,000,

which was generously supplemented by a gift of $500 from Elder

Peter Quackenbush, of the Broadway Reformed Church of Pater-

son, and by the subscriptions of the people.

Mr. Henry Lockwood, a student in the New Hrunswick semi-

nary, was assigned to the field by the Boartl of Domestic Missions,

during the summer vacation of i 893. The following November,



IllSIOKIKS OK TlIK ill IM<(II KS 555

the Ki'v. I'.Iias Mead tool^ up tlir work, xisitiny" llic pfopk' .tiid

piciichins;- every S;il)l)atli afternoon.

( )n the completion of the neat edifice, it was dedicated to the

service ol" (lod on Sabbath afternoon, June 17, 1894, the Rev.

Klias Meail preachiniL;- the sermon. The de(b'eatory service was

coiubicted by the Rev.
J. H. Wliitehead, assisted by the Rev.

N. H. Van Arsdale, I). D., and the Rev. Theodore W. Welles. I). D.

The Rev. Charles II. Pool, I). I)., corresponding secretary of the

Board of Domestic Missions, was also in attendance and made an

The Reformed Church of North Paterson, 1894.

address. There was a goodly congregation present, and the occa-

sion was one long to be remembered, because witnessing the con-

summation of fondly cherished hopes. On the eighteenth of De-

cember, the same year, a Church was organized with fifteen mem-
bers. Conductor John A. Vrooman who, from the inception of the

enterprise had manifested the deepest interest and most active zeal

in its behalf, was the first to be received on confession of his faith

in Christ. Messrs. Warren H. Coburn and William H. Roat were

chosen elders, and Messrs. Henry Braen and John A. Vrooman,

deacons. In the death of Mr. Vrooman, which occurred on the
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seconci of August, 1900, the Church has h)st a valued leader.

The Church was placed on the ih)11 of the Classis of Paramus, at

its spring session in 1895.

Thf Rev. Garkett M. Conover.

In INIa)' 1895, a call was extended to Mr. Garrett M. Conover,

who had just ,a;raduatetl from the Theological Seminary at New

Brunswick. The call was accejited, and he was ordained and

installed pastor, June eleventh, of that year. December nine-

teenth, 1897, he resigned to accept a call to the Reformed Church

of Clarkstown, N. Y. A sketch of his life, together with his por-

trait, is given in the history of that Church.

1'he Rev. William Johnston.

April eighth, 1898, the Rev. William Johnston of Lodi, N. J.,

accepted a call to the |)astorate and was installed Wednesday even-

ing. May twenty-tifth. He also, as did Mr. Conover, served the

neighboring Church of Hawthorne, the two congregations form-

ing one charge. His ministry, also like that of his i)redecessor,

was of short duration. He resigned November twelfth, 190c, and

is now pastor of the Reformed Church of Peapack, N. J.
His

portrait and a sketch of his life are given in connection with the

history of the Hawthorne Church. The Board of Domestic Mis-

sions has appointed Mr. James xM. Martin, of the Theological

Seminary at New Brunswick, to serve North Paterson and Glen

Rock for the summer of 1901.



THK RKF(MsiMKI) CHURCH OF HAWTIIORNP:

TlIK RkV. THKnlHiRK W. WkI IKS. I). I).

HAWri I< )RN I'', is tlie name oriLcinally g-iven to School District

number Ten, of Manchester townsliip, Passaic county, N.
J.

It has since become the name of an incorporated i)or<)ug;h, with-

in wliose limits, with a jiopulation of 2,096 in 1900, are the thriv-

ing hamlets of Hawthorne, North Paterson, and Ashley Heig'hts.

Hawthorne, the first named of these small villages, occupies

the extreme southeastern portion of Manchester townshi]), as

well as of the borough whose name it bears. It is separated from

Paterson by the Passaic river on the south, touches Bergen

count\' on the east, extends to Diamond Bridge avenue on the

north, and is bordered by fertile fields stretching to the Goffie

road on the west.

The Reformed Church of Hawthorne received its name from

this picturesque village. The story of the origin and develop-

ment of the Church is somewhat unique, and is given substantial-

ly as related by the Rev. John M.Stevenson, D. D., recently deceased,

who resided at Hawthorne for many years. He was a Presby-

terian clergyman and for a long time was one of the secretaries

of the American Tract Society.

On M(jnday evening, January thirteenth, 1873, eight ladies

met at the house of the Rev. Dr. Stevenson, at Hawthorne, for

the ])urpose of forming a benevolent society. The purpose \\'as

realized by the organization of the "Hawthorne Mite Society,'

and the election of the following officers: Mrs. John M. Steven-

son, president; Mrs. Dorus W. Warren, \'ice-i)resident; Mrs. E. S.

Janes, treasurer, and Mrs. T. H. Acres, secretary.

At the end of the first month the confiilence of the ladies in

the success of the enterprise they had undertaken and their cour-

age to enlarge its scope, led them to work for means to buikl a

chapel for religious services at Hawthorne. At the end of the
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year they had in tlieir treasury the result of their handieraft and

voluntary otTerings, the sum of two hundred dollars. The pre-

vailing financial pressure resting upon the country at that time,

caused the Mite Society to suspend further action until March,

1880. The funds of the society at this time amounting to two

hundred and ninety-five dollars, its members were incorporated

as a religious organization, purchased the lot on Lafayette avenue,

where the Reformed church now stands, and elected as trustees

to hold the property, the Rev. Dr. John M. Stevenson, Mr. Dorus

W. Warren and Mr. \\ illiam E. Janes. The only duty of these

trustees during the decade ending in 1890, was to keep the pur-

chased lot free from incumbrance. But in 1891 the society com-

menced holding Sabbath afternoon services in three of the central

houses of the village, and continued them until they were super-

seded by services in the chapel. In August of this year the Rev.

Henry Dater, a clergyman of the Reformed Church, residing at

Hawthorne, was elected a trustee in place of Mr. Janes, who had

removed to a distant city, and the trustees were instructed to

secure subscriptions, if possible, for building a cha])el. Their

success was so gratifying and encouraging that in October, the

INIite Society changed its name, and assumed as its corporate title,

"The Hawthorne Christian Union Chapel Association."' On Sab-

bath, December thirteenth, with hearty thanksgiving to Al-

mighty (iod for the realization of long cherished hopes, they dedi-

cated to the service of the triune Jehovah, the beautiful chapel the

association had erected, — the building since known as the Re-

formed church of Hawthorne.

The cost of the edifice, exclusive of the land on which it

stands, was about $2,700. This amount, so far as obtaineil, had

been contributed by representatives of various religious denomi-

nations, as follows: Presbyterians, $1782.23; Reformed, $152.25;

Episcopalians, $138; Baptists, $110; Methodists, $10; not classi-

fied, $140.80; making a total of $2333.28, and leaving an unpaid

balance of less than $375.

The dedication of the chapel was followed by the inaugura-

tion of Sabbath services, morning and evening, a mid-week prayer

meeting, and a Sabbath school. These services were maintained

by the resident ministers, the Rev. Dr. Stevenson and the Rev.

Henry Dater, and by other clergymen representing the denomina-

tions that had aided in erectintr the chaix-l. Theological students
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were also empU)ye<I antl labored accci)tal)ly. After a year of gen-

eral harmony, the Lord's Siipjxr was administered November
twenty-sevejith, 1892. Following this communion service, there

was a general expression of desire for the organization of a

Church.

As the congregation contained members of the Reformed,

Episcopal, Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist Churches, and

some claiming no denominational affinity, it became a most per-

plexing question: To v.'hat branch of the Church of Christ shall

the Church when organized belong? After prayerful deliberation

it was at length resolved to form a union evangelical Church. In

the execution of this purpose, the Union Church of Hawthorne

was organized January third, 1893; the Rev. John 'M. Steven-

son, D. D.
,
pastor, Mr. Joseph Beaven and ]Mr. George W. Page,

deacons. This action was taken with the strong hope that those

of different denominational preferences, in accordance with the

Savior's desire and praA^er, might "all be one." This Christly

hope was not realized.

It soon became evident to those having the chief responsi-

bility and bearing an undue proportion of the expense, that a

union Church cannot attain the highest and most permanent suc-

cess. The members of the Union Church of Hawthorne there-

fore declared, at a public meeting held November fifth, 1893, that

the idea of maintaining a union Church should be relinquished in

favor of the formation of a Church in connection with some one

of the denominations of the land, and placed on record the fol-

lowing reasons for their action:

"1. The religious education and conscientious views of the

Church members and of the community adjacent, who must con-

stitute the Church in the future, take on five or six different names.
While they may worship in a union Church for a time when one
of their choice is not accessible, as soon as their own denomina-
tion conies near their home they feel it their duty to give it their

allegiance. There is no bond in a union Church strong enough
to overcome this preference.

•'2. The mode of conducting divine service, aside from the

sermon, is so different that those trained from youth to worsliip

in the elaborate and graceful forms of a fixed ritual, find it almost
impossible to enjoy an<l profit by that extemporary and varied

service which is the oidy pleasing and profitable manner of re-

ligious worship to others. It has been found impracticable to
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construct a form of divine WDi-ship tliat will attract tlic ])C()])le and

make them feel at home.

"3. The s^n-eatest ohstach^ to success, however, is found

in tin- impossiliilit)' of havin;.:;- a ]iermanent minister to live

anioni^' the; j)eople, form their acciuaintance, visit their sick and

attach the cliihlren to the Sal)bath scliool and to the Church.

This ix'rmanent minister a union Church cannot sc>cure, l)ecause

tlie union principle demands ndnisters of differc-nt denominations

in rotation."

The Hawthorne Union Church havini;;- reached these conclu-

sions, unanimously ex])ressed a desire to he received under the

care of the Reformed Church. The llawlhorne Christian Union

Chapel Association, at a meeting- held in the chapel November

twenty-second, 1893, assenting to the action of the Union Church

to relin(iuish its existence as such and to olfer itself and the

chai)el to the Reformed Church, authorized and directed the

I5oard of Trustees "to take all legal steps necessary for the trans-

fer of the ]iroperty of the org-anization to the ownership and future

control of the Classis of Paramus, and through that body to the

Reformed Church in America."

'I'his action of the Union Church of Hawthorne was formally

announced to the Classis of Paramus convened in extra session

November twenty-ninth, and the following rt-solutions were

adopted:

"I. That the enterprise at Hawthorne be taken under the

care of the Classis of Paramus.

"2. That the Revs.ij. H. Whitehead. C. E. Crisped, N. H.

Van Arsdale and Theodore W. Welles, with the elder Peter

Quackentnish, are hereby appointed trustees to take all proper

legal measures to receive and hold in tlie name of the Reformed
Church, the title to the property involvetl.

"3. That the small amount due on the property aforesaid, be

])aid by the trustees as soon as the transfer of the property may
be consummated.'

At tlie following spring session of Classis, A|)ril tenth, 1894. a

petition was received from certain residents of Hawthorne to be

organized as a Reformed Church. This petition was referred to

the Committee on Church ICxtension, which conii)lied with the

request of the petitioners January thirty-tirst, i 893, by organizing
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the Reformed Cluircli o( Ilawtliornc. During this apparent delay,

special services were held, under the supervision of the Rev.

Elias Mead, of Passaic Bridge, to whom the spiritual work of the

tield hatl been committed in connection with North Paterson,

only a mile away. These services resulted "in the awakening of

new religious interest on the part of the people, and decision in

several cases for personal acceptance of the Lord, Jesus Christ."

The organization of the Church was effected with twenty-

three members. Seven were received on confession of their

The Reformed Chirch of ItI.^wihor.ne, — 1894.

faith; the others by certificate of Church membership. Messrs:

Walter C. Zabriskie and George W. Page were elected elders,

iMessrs. Joseph E. Beaven and H. W. Slimmon, deacons, and

these brethren were duly inducted into their respective offices.

The Rev. Garrett 'SI. Coxover.

The following April a call was extended to the Rev. Garrett

M. Conover, who was about completing his theological studies

and he was ordained and installed July first, 1895, and served



562 HISTOKY OK THE CLASSIS OK PAI<A>U'S

this C'hurcli jointly with tliat at North Paterson. lie resigned the

charge of both C'hurclies December nineteenth, 1897.*

Thk Rev. William johnstox.

The successor of the Rev. Mr. Conover in the pastorate of

the Church at Hawthorne was the

Rev. William Johnston, who was in-

stalled May twenty-fifth, 1898, and

resigned his call November twelfth,

1900. He was born at Toronto,

Canada, July nineteenth, 1855.

His father, the Rev. William A.

Johnston, of the Presbyterian

Church, was ])astor in 1890 at ]\Iar-

low. Province of (Quebec, Canada.

Mr. Johnston sought first to

qualify himself as a teacher, and

with this object in view, attended

the Model School at Toronto, the
Thk Rkv. William Johnston. /--•ii xt i o u i i tvt ^ i jGdl Normal School at Montreal, and

the Art Department at (^)ueens University, Kingston, Province of

Ontario, Canada. In 1876 he was licensed to teach in the Prov-

ince of Quebec. The following year he was received into the

communion of the Stanley Street Presbyterian Church, Montreal,

and a short time thereafter was principal of a school at Hudson
on the Ottawa river, about thirty miles from Montreal. In Oc-

tober, 1886, under the auspices of the Champlain Presbytery, he

became a member of the junior class of the Theological Seminary

at Princeton, N.
J. While pursuing his studies at this institution,

he supplied the Presbyterian Churches of Plainsboro and Mon-
mouth Junction, N.

J. In 1888 he entered the middle class of

the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, and May twenty-

fourth, 1890, was licensed by the Classis of New Brunswick. Be-

fore the expiration of the month he was ordained and installed by

the Classis of Bergen, pastor of the Reformed Church of Gutten-

berg. In 1891 he removed to T.odi, and in 1898 to Hawthorne,

and in 1901 to Peapack, N.
J. October twenty-fourth, 1893, he

became a citizen of the United States and in 1899 was elected a

• For sketch of yir. Conover and portrait, seepages 288-g.
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member of the Board of Education of tlie borou^-h of Hawthorne,

and was clerk of the Board.

During- the first five years following' the organization of the

Hawthorne Church, forty-six persons were added to the commu-
nion, and twenty-nine persons were baptized, six adults and

twenty-three children.

Since the close of Mr. Johnston's pastorate the Church at

Hawthorne has maintained the services of the sanctuary with such

encouraging results that the people are an.xious to secure a pas-

tor who will have no other Church to serve: feeling confident

that under such conditions, a continuance of the aid they have re-

ceived in the past from the Board of Domestic Missions, will

enable them in a few years to declare the Church self-sustaining.



THE REFORMED CHURCH OF GLEN ROCK

The Rev. Eli as W. Thompson

AT a meeting of the Classis held at \\'ar\vick, X. V., in October

1S95, the Rev.
J. A. Van Neste, pastor of the Church at

Ridgewood, requested the appointment of a committee to exam-

ine the conditions existing at Glen Rock, Bergen county. N. J.,

with a view to ascertaining if it would be wise and desirable to

organize a Reformed Church in that locality. The Classis ap-

pointed as such a committee, the Revs. Theodore W. Welles,

D. D. , \\'illiam H. Vroom, I). D., and Elder Andrew H. Van
Wagoner.

."Suitable notice having been given the committee met at the

school house at (ilen Rock, ^londay evening, November eight-

eenth, 1895, and, after a conference with the residents, and as

free expression of opinion from others present, were so impressed

with the necessity of organizing a Church, that they resolved to

call a meeting of the Classis for the purpose. This meeting was
held in the school house on Monday, December second, 1895, at

half past seven o'clock. At this meeting a petition signed by

nineteen communicants and twenty-six residents of the commun-
ity was presented. This petition was as follows :

" To ']"he Classis of Paramus : Dear Brethren, —
Believing that for the good, both moral and temporal, of the

community in which we reside, and for the furtherance of the

cause of Christianity, a Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is neces-

sary, and further believing that an organization of the polity and

standards of the Reformed Church in America is best adapted for

the purposes of government, religious instruction, and develop-

ment of Christian character, we therefore, who subscribe our

names respectfully petition that we be organized into what shall

be called the Reformed Church of Glen Rock, N. J.

"
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This application havin^j been considered in open Classis it was

''Resolved, That tlie petition of the people of Glen Rock to be

organized as a Reformed Church in accordance with and subject

to the requirements of the Constitution of the Reformed Church
in America, be aiul the same is, herebv granted.

'^Resolved, That Classis at once proceed to receive ami enroll

as members of the Church at (jlen Rock all those i)resent who may

The Reformed Church of Glen Rock. — 1896.

present properly authenticated certificates of Church membership,
or who may make confession of their faith in Jesus Christ.

''Resolved, That the Rev. J. A. Van Xeste and Elder Jardine

be a committee to examine such as may desire to make a con-

fession of faith.
"

In compliance with this action of the Classis twentv persons

were enrolled as members of the Church. Twelve of these had

letters of dismissal from the Reformed Church of Ridgewood,
four from the Reformed Church of Paramus, three from the Re-

formed Church of Warwick, X. Y. , and one was received on con-

fession of faith.

The members of the Church then proceeded to the election of
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a Consistory. George J. Hopper was chosen elder for one year,

and John A. Marinus for two years. David Courter was elected

deacon for one year, and John Bingham for two years. The Rev.

J.
A. Van Neste ordained them in their respective offices in accord-

ance with the prescribed formula of the Constitution, when the

Reformed Church of Glen Rock was declared fully organized and

the stated clerk was directed to place its name on the roll of

Classis.

On April eleventh, 1896, articles of incorporation were granted

by the civil authorities, and soon afterward land was purchased

and steps taken for the erection of a church edifice. The build-

ing was used for public services the same year, but was not com-

plete and furnished until the following summer. Its total cost

was about $2,500. The funds were secured through the efforts of

the Consistory aided by the Ladies Aid Society. The Church

Building Fund of the Reformed Church in .\merica furnished $800.

At the present writing the church is entirely free from debt.

The Rev. George Albert Luckexbill.

The Sabbath school has held its sessions continuously ever

since the Church was organized. Public worship has also been

maintained for the larger part of the time. For four successive

summers the Woman's Executive Committee of the Board of

Domestic Missions has furnished funds for the salary of a student

missionary. In the spring of 1900, the Church Extension com-

mittee of the Classis, consisting of the Revs. J. H. Whitehead, and

E. W. Thompson, and Elder Peter
J. Kip, desiring to secure reg-

ular preaching services for the congregation, met at Glen Rock

and after a conference with the people, the Rev. Mr. Thomp-
son was requested to enter into correspondence with the Rev.

George Albert Luckenbill, pastor of the Congregational Church of

Clarendon, Vermont, to ascertain whether his services could be

secured as stated supply until November first, 1900. Mr. Luck-

enbill gave a favorable answer and on July ninth, took charge of

the work. The Board of Domestic Missions became responsible

for his salary under the usual arrangements for summer mis-

sionaries. After a few weeks of successful preliminary work the

Church saw its way clear to call him as its first settled pastor.

On Tuesday, October second, 1900, a meeting of the congre-

gation was held at the home of Elder Marinus for the [)urpose of
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securinu^ Mr. Luckenbills services as permanent pastor. At this

meeting a resolution, asserting the approval of Mr. I.uckenbill's

work and requesting the Consistory to extend him a formal call,

was unanimously carried. A meeting of the Consistory was im-

mediately held and the call made out in due form. Mr. Lucken-

bill accompanied Mr. Thompson to Ferndale station, on the Erie

railroad, near the residence of Elder Marinus. After bidding his

companion farewell, he attempted to cross the track from the out-

going train. At that instant an express train going in the opposite

direction dashed by. Though he made an attempt to leap from

the track, he was struck by the locomotive and received injuries

from which he died an hour later

at the Paterson General Hospital,

to which he had been removed.

George Albert Luckenbill was

born in Wayne township, Schuylkill

County, Penn., July fourteenth,

1862. His parents soon afterward

removed to Branchdale in the same

vicinity. While still a youth he

labored with his father and brothers

in the coal mines of the region. He
received his religious training from

a pious mother. By her inspir-
,. , ,, , r THK Rev. GEOKGE A. l,rCKEXBILL

ation and the encouragement ot

the pastor of the German Reformed Church which the family at-

tended, he was led to look forward to a life of wider usefulness.

One dav while lying wrapped in a piece of canvas at the bottom

of a mine, he resolved to become a minister of the Gospel. He
arose from the place, leaving his tools behind him, went to the

pastor's home, and after a conversation with him, decided to be-

gin his preparation for the ministry. He received his education

at the Palatinate school, Myerstown, Penn., and had a partial

collegiate course at Ursinus College, Collegeville, Penn. He en-

tered the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick in September,

1889, and soon after became a member of the Suydam Street Re-

formed Church in New Brunswick. He was licensed by the

Classis of New Brunswick in 1S92, and was ordained by the

Classis of Passaic in the Reformed Church at Montville, in June.

Having accepted a call to Montville, he labored there sue-
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cessfully for two years and a half, when he was compelled to re-

sign on account of a severe attack of rheumatism. After spend-

ing a few months at Hot Springs, Ark., he was stated supply of

the Reformed Churches of Fort Miller and Bacon Hill in the

Ciassis of Saratoga. He afterwards supplied Churches in the

Classis of Orange for a short period. In 1889 he became pastor

of the Congregational Church at Clarendon, Vermont, which rela-

tionship was terminated by the overtures from Glen Rock already

mentioned.

In his death the Church at Glen Rock received a severe blow.

The man whom they had chosen seemed especially adapted to the

needs of the tield. His genial character and decisive manner won
for him the love and respect of all who knew him. A large con-

course of friends gathered at his funeral services, which were held

in the Broadway Reformed Church at Paterson, on October fifth,

1900. The interment took place in the family burial plot, near

Minersville, Penn.

The Classis, at its business meeting held after the Centennial

exercises, passed resolutions of sympathy with the Church and

made arrangements for supplying the pulpit for a time. The Con-

sistory has tirmly resolved to go forward in the enterprise, and the

people having a mind to work, the future of the youngest Church

in the Classis of Paramus is assured.
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Ackerman:—
Aaron, 243
Abraham, 123, 137
Araham, H., 126, 273.

Abraham J.. 107, 130
Abram A., 378.

Abram D., 125.

Abram H., 133, 47S, 487.

Albert A., 126.

Albert, D., 127, 273.

Andrew, 126, 137, 299, 339.

Andrew, G., 125, 137.

Cornelius I., 127.

David, 314.

David G., 261.

Rev. Edward G., 110, 117, 119.

Elizabeth, 325.

Garret A., 127.

Garret, A. N., 126, 137.

Garret I., 127, 138.

Garret D., 125.

Garret, J., 352.

Henry A., 126.

John, 128, 261.

John, A., 126.

John H., 130.

John, I., 133, 138, 476.

Mary, 273.

Peter T., 133, 138, 468.

Richard. 123, 137.
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—

Abraham, 131.

Edward P., 339.

Garret J., 349.

John G., 339.

John J., 128.
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early records 168; early rules
for governing 173; edifices 170,

179, 189, 195, 19S, 203; Elders at-
tending Classis, 123; Elders at-
tending Synod, 137; incorpora-
tion, 181; land acquired, 171;
mentioned, 33, 35, 39, 44, 48, 50, 65,

87, 106, 107, 109, 114-117, 121-127,

140, 158, 160, 224, 226, 241, 243, 290,

291, 293, 298, 475, 476, 481, 486, 504-

530; pastoral record, 149; statis-
tics, 1-14-146, 148, 149, 151, 152.

Acquackanonk Patent, purchas-
ers of. 167.

Acres, Mrs. T. H., 5.57.

Addisville, Pa., Church of, 550.

Adickes. Mrs. Catherine, 521.

Albany, Classis of 33, 44, 110,

112, 114, 116, 117, 119, 121, 421, 519.

Albany, N. Y., Fourth Presbyteri-
an Church of, 316; Holland
Church of, 435, 497, 511; Normal
School at, 397; Presbvtery of,
114, 115, 117; Third Church of,
450.

Albert Lea, Minn., Presbyterian
Church of, 367.

Alexandria, Va., Theological Sem-
inary at, 460.

Allen :-
Rev. John K., 307.

Rev. Peter, 115, 135, 141, 142, 144;
sketch of life, 305-307, 331, 332.

Alton, la.. Church of, 508.
Alyea:

—

Albert A., 370.
David A., 1.30, 370.
David I., 130, 138.

Nicholas, 476.

Thomas, 400.

Amenia, N. Y., Presbvterian
Church of, ,344, 552.

American Churches, 49, 33, 80.
American Classis, 163.

American Reformed Church, 227.
Amity, N. Y., Church of, 335; Pres-

byterian Church of, 311.

Amsterdam, Classis of. 39-41, 43, 44,

87, 90, 160-162, 228, 229, 244, 249, 295,
499.

Amsterdam Correspondence, Publi-
cation of, 268; quoted from, 161,
247.

Amsterdam, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 341.

Anderson:—
Rev. Asher, 119, 135, 143, 519;
sketch of life, 482-484.

John D., 484.

Libbie A., 484.

Andre, Major, 45, 225, 230, 232.

Andrus, ^^'illiam L., 123.

Annandale, N. J., Church of, 238,

288.

Apeldoorn, Neth., Church of, 506.

Antonides, Rev. Vincentius, 162.

Ariaens:—
Cathalina, 206, 218.

Willemtje, 213.

Ariensen, Lambert, 206, 207, 208,

209.

Arminian Controversy, 78.

Aspen, Col., Presbvterian Church
of. 427.

Astoria, N. Y., Church of, 464.

Athenia, N. J. See Centerville,
N. J.

Athens, N. Y., Church of, 305, 351;
Second Church of, 269.
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of, 423.

Aurora College, 483.

Auryansen, James, 428.

B
Bacon Hill, N. Y., Church of, 481.

5GS.

Bahler:—
Rev. Louis H., 436.

Rev. Pierre B., 43, 117, 143;

sketch of life, 435, 436.

Rev. Pierre G. M., 436.

Bailey, George, 553.

Bainbridge, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 199.

Baird, Francis, 338.

Baker:

—

Jacob, 133 512.

Marenus, 132.

Baldwin, Truman H., 131.

Baldwin, Wis., Presbyterian
Church of, 443.

Ball, Joseph A., 467, 468.
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—

Joseph, 482.

Mary J., 482.

Banta :

—

Aaron, 416.

Abraham A., 129.

Abram, 129, 138, 332.

Eliza, 378.

Henry A., 127.

Henry H., 125.

Jacob, 125, 127, 352.

John D., 122.

John G.. 123.

John Hendrikse, 161.

John J., 259.

Richard, 123.

Samuel. 370.

Thomas, 125.

Thomas A., 129.

Baptisms, 1.51. 173, 176. 179-184, 188,

190, 265. 275.

Bardan, Jan, 161.

Barnes, Rev. Albert. 463.

Barr, Rev. Robert H., 110, 119, 450.

Barrowclough, Emma. 449.

Bartels, Geertruyt, 217.

Bartholf:—
Rev. Benjamin A.. 117, 135, 142;

sketch of life, 355.

Rev. Guilliam, (see Bertholf).
Basking Ridge, N. J., Presbyterian

Church of, 359.

Bassett, Rev. John, 55.

Batavia, 111., Church of, 332; Con-
gregational Church of, 452.

Battle Creek, Mich., Presbyterian
Church of, 450.

Bavard:

—

Blandina, 290.

Petrus, 290.

Bay City, Mich., First Presbyteri-
an Church of, 451.

Bavonne, N. J., First Church of.

399.

Beaven, Joseph E., 559, 561.

Beaver Dams. N. Y., Church of,

333.

Becht'hold, Rev. Arend H., 117, 143,

496; sketch of life. 472, 473.

Bedminster. N. J.. Church of, 340.

Beetgum, Netherlands, Church of,

506.

Bell, James, 129.

Belleville, N. J., Church of, 87.

213, 269, 479.

Beloit College, 367.

Benson:—
David, 125, 1.30, 138, 299, 370.

Elizabeth, 370.

Isabella, 460.

Richard, 370.

Berdan:

—

Cornelius Z., 134, 514.

Mrs. Cornelius Z., 134.

Elenor J., 370.

George, 107, 134.

Jacob, 131, 370.

John, 258, 299, 370.

John, Jr., 126.

Rev. John, 505.

John D., 123.

John I.. 130, 138, 378.

Richard I., 370.

Richard, 370, 371.

John R., 378, 391.

Rinear, 370.

Stephen S., 242.

Berea, N. Y., Church of, 397.

Bergen, Classis of, 33. 46, E5,

57, 64, 105. 112, 114-117, 119, 120,

157, 165, 267, 341. 420, 539, 565:

South Classis of, 119.

Bergen. N. J., Church of, 38, 44, 66,

86, 87. 187, 211, 216, 224, 406.

Bergen Neck. N. J., Church of, 398.

Berkhoff, VJncent, 133.

Berne, N. Y., First Church of, 333.

Borrv, Rev. Jl Romeyn, 116, 194,

142; sketch of life, 420, 421.

Bertholf:—
Rev. Guiliam. 48, 140, 141. 158, 159,

223, 236. 243; orthographv of

name, 226; sketch of life. 168,

170.

Rev. James Henry, 110, 1J7, 347.

James Holly. 347.

Bethel. Iowa. Church of. 507.

Bethlehem, N. Y., First Church of,

334.

Bethune, Rev. George W., 406.

Betten:—
Rev. A. J., 437.

Rev. D. Lawrence, 112. 12>.,

sketch of life. 437.

Betz, Rev. William F., 118, 143,

497, 505; sketch of life, 442.

Bingham, John, 566.

Binghamton, Presbytery of, 121.

Birdsall:—
Rev. Edward, 120, 135, 144; sketch
of life, 549.

Edward C, 550.

James, 549.

Mav W., 550.

Blairstown, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 323.

Blanch, Mrs. Thomas E., 416.

Blanchan:—
Catherine, 533. 534.

Elizabeth. 534.

Maria, 465.

Matthys. 465. .5:33, 534.

Blanchard, John, 312.

Blanck, John, 131.

Blauvelt:—
Aaron, 125, 127, 128. 306.

Aaron D., 468.

Abraham A., 126, 243, 273.

Mrs. Abraham A., 243.

Abraham J., 124.
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Abram, 207, 212.

Abram C. J., -167.

Abram J., ]o7.

Abram P.. 124.

Alexander. 131.

Ann ]<:., 41C.

Charles E., 126.

Charles J., 312.

Rev. Cornelius, 401.

Cornelius A., 128, 137, 304.

Cornelius C, 130, 376, 378, 405
r-ornelius D., 124.

Cornelius E., 107, 128, 312.

Cornelius 1., 131, 132.

Mrs. Cornelius I., 416.

Cornelius J., 122.

Rev. Cornelius J.. 37X.

Rev. Cornelius R., 107, 120.

Daniel J., 126.

David D., 124.

David J., 131, 138.

David T., 131. 140.

Dirckje H., 213.

Eleanor, 416.

Elizabeth M., 273.

Garret C, 124.

Garret I., 130, 138, 140, 390, 395, 5l3,

517.

Garret J., 410.

Garret S. for Garret I., 513.

Rev. George M. S., 22, 117, 135. 139.

141, 213, 423, 476, 479, 520,; sketch
of life, 236-237.

Gerrits H., 220.

Hendrick, 206.

Hendrick G., 213.

Isaac, 124.

Rev. Isaac. 141; ministry at Sad-
dle River, 315; sketch of life,

252, 253.

Rev. Isaac A., 237.

Isaac G., 220.

Isaac T., 124.

Jacob, 126, 137.

Jacob I., 131.

James, 125, 126, 129.

James D., 126.

James I., 131, 416.

Mrs. "^ames I., 416.

Jame. P., 137.

Johannes, 206.

Johannes (Gerretsen), 226.

Johannes P., 124.

John, 127.

John A., 126.

John D., 131, 468.

John G. and wife, 416.

John H., 429.

John I., 124. 429.

John J.. 124, 130, 138, 299, 350, 370,

371, 378.

John P., 126.

John T., 124.

John W., 1.31.

Joseph, 126.

Joseph C, 128, 306, 456.

Joseph G., 124.

Margrietje, 206, 208, 212, 213.

Maria, 206, 212, 214.

Marretje H., 213.

Nicholas C, 132, 467.

Nicholas L., 124.

Rachel, 370.

Richard, 124.

Samuel P., 128.

Teunis, 124.

Teunis C, 126.

Rev. ^A'illiam W., 237.

Blauvelt, N. Y., PresbyLcrian

Church, 232, 423.

Blauw, Rev. Cornelius. 141. 29:^,, 291.

P>looming-burgh Academy, 3ltl.

Bloomingburgh, N. Y., Churcli nf,

394, 423, .532.

Bloomingdale, N. Y., Church of,

341.

Bloomington I'niversity, 324.

Board:

—

Cornelius Z., 242.

Peter, 126, 137.

Mrs. Peter, 242.

Board of Domestic Missions. ''"'^-

317, 346, 421, 422, 427, 445, 455, 496,

508, 513, 514, 516, 534, 538, 539, 54!).

556, 563.

Board of Education, 201, 441. 4.55.

Board of Foreign Missions, 140. 3 5,

360, 361, 445.

Board of Publication, 140.

Board of Superintendents, l:'.9.

Bodin, Jean, 453.

Bodine:

—

Abraham, 453.

Juda, 453.

Boerendans, Jan, 1.33, 496.

Bogardus:

—

Rev. William E., 113, 118, 135, 142;

sketch of life, 321. .322.

Rev. William R.. 135, 139, 140, 144,

191; sketch of life, 192-194.

Bogart:

—

Aeltje, 207, 210.

Albert, 248.

Grletje Jans, 207, 214.

Jan. L., 214.

Steve. 248.

Teunis. 210.

Bogartman, Daniel, 434.

Bogert:—
Albert, 122.

Albert M., 122, 124.

Augustus, 126.

Casparus, 258.

Cornelius J., 126.

Rev. David S., 63.

Henry, 122.

Jacob, 186.

James H., 529.

John C, 126.

Matthew, 137.

Roeloff, 122.

Rev. Samuel, 110, 114.

Seba, 332.

Bogertman, Nicolaas., 132.

Boice:—
Isaac F., 132.

Garret, 449.

Bolton:—
Charles W., 203.

Rev. James, 120, 143; sketch of

life, 525, 526.

Boogaart. Leenderd, 132.

Boogartman, Nicholaas, 439.

Bookey, Abraham, 167.

Boonton, N. J., Church of. Si. 293.

294, 335, 362, 423; Presbyterian
Church of, 254.

Bork, Rev. Christian, 379.

Boskirck, John, 245.

Boston, Mass., Holland Congrega-
tional Church, 473.

Boudet. 86.

Bound Brook, N. J., Church of. 28i,

308, 333, 410.

Boynton, John H.. 107, 124.

Braen, Henry, 555.

Brain, Jacob, 512.
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Breen:

—

Aart, 132.

Aart J., 132, 439.

Cornelius, 434.

Peter, 107, 132.

Brett:—
Rev. Cornelius. 406. 411.

Isaac, 207, 216.

Rev. Philip M., 109, 112, lib, 135.

142; sketch of life, 4U5-4U6.
Brevoort:—
Elias, 122.

William, 529.

Bridgeport, Conn., North Congre-
gational Church, 408.

Brighton, N. Y., Church of, 437.

438.

Brink, Rev. Henrv W., 107, 112, 121.

141, 303, .336; sketch of life, 311.

Brinkerhoff ;

—

Garret, 122.

George, 123.

Rev. George G., 35, 106, 111, 141,

142, 304; sketch of life, 329, 330.

Jacob, 56.

James, 122, 1.37.

Rev. James G., 110, 115.

Nicanor, 122.

Seba, 122.

Bristol, Conn., Congregational
Church of, 483.

Brock:

—

Charles R., 459.

Mrs. Charles, 460.

Rev. John R., 112, 117, 135. 141,

143, 307, 458, 467; sketch of life,

459-460.

Brockholst, Henry, 291, 292, 293.

Brockholts, Anthony, 290.

Brodhead:

—

Ann, 239.

Daniel, 239.

Brokaw, Rev. Abraham, 59.

Brooklyn, N. Y., Church of, 38, 222,

224; Bedford Church of, 462;

Greenwood Heights Church of
452; North Church of, 450; VVill-

iamsl^urgh Church of, 431, 488.

Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute,
481.

Brooklyn, Presbytery of, 118.

Brown:

—

Angeline N., 325.

William, 370.

Bryan, Cathrine E., 482.

Buck:—
Rev. Charles D., 549.

Dudley, 19.

Buffalo, N. Y., Holland Church of,

474.

Buhlig, Clara L. 478.

Burd, Thomas. 303.

Burgess, William, 487.

Burhans:

—

John, .370, 372, 374.

Sally, 370.

Burr, Aaron, courtship of, 45.

Busch-Keiser, Gerard J., 132, 133.

439, 496, 501.

Buskirk, for Bushwick, L. I.,

Church of, 188.

Butler, Henry V., 446.

Buvs:

—

Aert, 215.

Johannes, 215.

Neeltje, 215, 216.

Pieter, 215.

Cadmus:

—

Andrew, 23.

Cornelius G., 123.

Campbell:

—

Abraham, 129, 317, 318, 349.

David, 123.

Ellen, 479.

John, 128, 352.

Margaret, 349.

Marian, 290.

Rev. William H., 479.

Canajoharie. N. Y., Church of, 407.

Cannon, Rev. James S., 63.

Carlock, Abraham, 126.

Carlyle, quoted, 98.

Carrier, Francis, 15.

Carroll, Rev. Vernon B., 118, 135,

142; sketch of life, 343, 344.

Carteret and Berkeley concessions,
88, 89.

Rev. Clifford P., 110, 121, 450.

Philip, 449.

Caspers, Barbara, 211, 217.

Caspersen, Melchert, 207, 217, 219.

Catechetical instruction, 35, 10f>.

Cayuga, Classis of, 115, 116, 355.

Cemeteries:—Cedar Lawn, Pater-
son, N. J., 360; Greenwood.
Brooklyn, N. Y., 334; Grey
court. Orange Co., N. Y. , 393;

New York Bav. Jersey City, N.
J., 282; Oak Hill, Nvack. N. Y..

412; Port Ewen, Ulster Co., N.
Y., 321; Totowa, Paterson, N. J.,

383; Valleau, Paramus, N. J..

249, 261; Weston, Somerset Co.,
N. J., 308.

Cenniff, Jeremiah, 206, 207, 217.

Census reports, of churches, 49; of
Tappan, 207.

Centennial celebration, the, 13-16.

Centennial Services, 18.

Centerville, N. J.. Church of, 530-

536; elders attending classis, 134;

elders attending Synod, 139:

mentioned, 107, 109, 362; pastoral
record, 143, 144; statistics, 146,

148, 149, 151, 152.

Chamberlain, Sarah A., 401.

Chambers, Rev. Talbot W., 451.

Champlain, Presbytery of, 562.

Chapman, George, M., 134, 521.

Charles II., 89.

Charlton:—
Frank, 468.

John, 131, 138.

Chatham, N. Y., Church of, 45Z.

Cherry Hill, N. J., French Church
of, 86.

Chester, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 236.

Chevne, Hugh, 134, 139, 530, 531, 535.

Chicago, Presbytery of, 118, 431.

Christian Intelligence, 41.

Christian Reformed Churi-h. Tb^.
120, 157; of Huizen, Neth., 499;

of Passaic, 505; of Wortendyke,
501.
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David. 128.

David I.. 128.

James, 122, 1:^8, 137. 303.

Tames C. 449.

James R., 129.
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.Tohn D., 12S.

Rev. John I., r>S,

135, 139, 142, 331;

341.

John \V.. 122.

Louise, 449.

Peter D., 122.

Peter W., 122.

Church extension, 68-70, 91, 195, 197,

44S. 513, 554, 5U0.
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cation of, SO; priority in Mission
work, 82; spirit of. 81.

Church of England, The. attempts
to establish in New Jersey, 90.
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Jersey and New York, 86-88, 90.
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Paterson, N. J., 496: increase of.

S9, 278; of Long Island, 158, 162.

165; of the Netherlands, 435; of
New Jersey, 291; of Passaic, 536:

of Paterson, 4:^3; of Rockland
County, 280: organized by
Classis, 91; pastoral record of
the, 140; present roll of, 107;

statistics of the, 146, 148, 149,

151. 152.

Churchville, Pa., Church of, 188.

Claes, Vroutje, 215.

Claesen. Johan, 207.

Clarendon, Vt., Congregational
Church of, 5G6, 568.

Clark:—
Abraham, 124.

Cornelius, 13L
Daniel, 209.

David, 416.

Sarah L.. 490.

Rev. William H., 109, 118, 135, 140.

142, 143, 446, 449, 513, 517, 520, 521:
ministrv in Nvack, 411; sketch
of life, 450, 451.

Clarkson, Rutgers, 5.30.

Clarkstown, N. Y., Church of, 274-

289; earlj' families, 279; edifices,
278, 283, 284; elders attending
Classis, 124, 126, 127; elders at-
tending Synod, 137: mentioned,
33, 35, 42, 50, 69, 87. 94, 96. 97, 106.

107, 114, 115, 117, 119, 120, 229, 231,
232, 234, 403, 404, 556; pastoral re-
cord, 141; revival, 280; statistics,
144-146, 148, 149, 151. 152.

Classical Reports, The first, 145.

Classical visitation of 1875, 97.

Classis. (each Classis is indexed
b'.- name).

Claverack, N. Y., Church of, 413.

Cleveland, Ohio, Cass Ave., Pres-
byterian Church of, 474, 508.

Clifton. N. J.. Church of, 544-553
elders attending Classis, 1.34;

elders attending Svnod, 139;
mentioned, 107, li'9, 120, 121, 450,

525: pastoral record, 144; rela-
tion to North Church of Pas-
saic, 486; societies in, 552, 553;

statistics, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152;
union prayer meeting at, 545;

union Sabbath School at, 544.

Closter, N. J., Church of 237.

Clove, ITlster Co., N. Y., Church of,
272, 452.

Clover Hill, N. J., Church of, 239,

333.

Clymer, N. Y., Church of, 508.

Clymerhil, N. Y., Church of, 436.

Clymer Village, N. Y., Church of,

434.

Coburn, Warren H., 134, 555.

Coe:—
Alpheus J., 128, 312.

Rev. Edward B., 489.

John J., 128, 306.

Lawrence D. N., 128.

Coens, Rev. Henricus, 140, 244;

sketch of life, 170-173.

Coetus, 40-43, 45, 47, 51, 52, 87, 162,

163, 174, 176, 179, 228, 244, 246, 249,

278, 293, 294.

Coevmans, N. Y., Church of, 360.

Cogg, Johannes W., 303.

Cohoes, N. Y., Church of, 479, 480.

Cold Spring, N. Y., Church of, 413.

Cole:—
Cornelius C, 239.

David, 128, 137, 304, 378, 456.

Rev. David, 6, 378, 550.

Gitty, 239.

Rev. Isaac D., 112 115, 135, 139,

141, 142, 144, 216, 218, 223, 382, 40U,

403, 405; assistant pastor with
Lansing, 234; sketch of life, 233,

236, 378, 379.

Isaac J., 304.

Coleman:

—

Charles B., 495.

Henry, 133.

College of the City of New York.
267, 464.

College of New Jersey (see Prince-
ton College).

Colonial Churches, 85.

Colts Neck, N. J., Church of, 526.

Columbia College, 184, 296, 333, 341,

346.

Columbia, Presbytery of, 451.

Communicants, statistics concern-
ing, 148, 149.

Concklin, Lewis, 316.

Conferentie, 40, 41, 43, 45, 51, 80, 245,

249, 278, 293-295.

Confession of Faith, 79.

Congregational Association, of New
York state, 552; of North Suf-
folk, Mass., 117, 473.

Conklin:

—

John, 128.

Rev. John W., 489.

Samuel, 207, 218.

William, 128.

Conover:
Alsey, 370.

Rev. Garrett M., 107, 112, 121, 135,

141, 144, 561; pastorate at North
Paterson, 556; sketch of life, 288,

289
Henry, 370.

Mary, 370.

Samuel, 123.

Constant, Jane, 549.

Constitution of the Reformed
Church, 80; history of, 42-44.

Contributions, table of, 152.

Controversies, Arminian and Cal-
vinistic, 79; at Hackensack and
Schraalenburgh, 42, 49, 52, 54, 58;
at Lodi, 71, 441; at old Totowa,
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302; at Paramus, 264; at Saddle
River, 262; at Wortendyke, 500.

Convention to organize tiie Re-
formed Church, 43.

Cooke, Daniel, 132.

Cool, Jacob, 206, 217, 234.

Cooper:

—

Cornelius, 122.

Gilbert G., 132, 138, 140, 446, 449.

James, 128.

John H., 131.

Mahlon, 129.

Copeland:—
Guild, 487, 490.

Mrs. Guild, 490.

Margaret, 416.

Cornells, Catherine, 213.

Cornell, Rev. William, 532.

Corning, William B., 132.

Corsa, James, 126.

Corwin, Rev. E. Tanjore, 21, 112.

116. 135, 141, 161, 244, 333; centen-
nial address by. S3; quoted con-
cerning Froeligh, 166; sketch of
life, 267, 268.

Cosyns, Grietje, 207, 209, 214.

Couch, Walter, 463.

Couenhoven, John H., 123.

Courter:

—

David. 566.

John B., 107, 134. 530.

Cowdrev, De Witt C, 487, 495.

Mrs. De Witt C, 491.

Coxsackie, N. Y., First Church of.
269, 361; Second Church of, 362,
366.

Crawford :

—

Mary, 393.

Samuel, 393.

Crepel, Anthonie, 465.

Crispell:—
Rev. Cornelius E., IS, 107, 111, 113,

116, 119, 135, 139, 142, 143, 392, 426,

459, 461, 499, 501, 534, 548. 560; ad-
dress by, 418, 419; prayer by, 25;
sketch of life, 405-467.

Peter (M. D.), 345, 465.

Rev. Peter, 112, 120, 135, 142, C92,

397; sketch of life. 343, 345.

Crolius, Clarkson, 514.

Crom:

—

Ariaen, 207, 218.

Floris, 207.

Floris Willenisen, 206, 218.

Gysbert, 207, 218.

Teunt.ie Floris, 206, 218.

Willem, 207, 218.

Willem F., 223.

Cromwell, Edgar, 134.

Crouter:

—

Cornelius P., 126.

Jacob, 336.

Cruikshank. John C, 468.

Cruse, J. Frederick, 134.

Cruson, Jacob, 107, 132.
Cunningham, Plenry, 127, 138.
Curler, Mary, 459.

Curtenius, Rev. Antonius, 51, 140,

141, 177, 245, 248; sketch of life.

161.

Cuyler, Rev. Cornelius C, 63.

Cuyper:—
Annetje, Cornelius, 206.

Claes, 223.

Cornells, 207.

Cornelis Claesen. 206, 210.

Jan Claesen, 207.

Tryntje C. 206, 223.

D
Dailee, Rev. Peter, 86.

Dakota, Classis of, 121.

Danner, Rev. J. LaMoyne, 446;
sketch of life, 366. 367.

Dashville Falls, N. Y., Church of
322..

Dater:

—

Rev. Henry, 110. 116, 121, 401, 558,

John S. 519.

Davenport, la., Church of, 272, 346,

423.

Davidson, George P., 133.

Day, William, 158.

Debaan:

—

Abraham, 303.

Abram, 127.

David, 127.

Jacob A. 127.

John, 127.

Joseph, 127.

Debau:

—

Samuel J. 127.

Debaun:

—

Abraham, 131.

Abram I. 126.

Abram J. 126, 137.

Andrew, 127.

Bernard, 128 304.

Cornelius, 131.

Edward, 325.

Edwin, 128.

Gittv, 325.

Jacob, 352, 371.

Jacob A. 317, 318.

Jacob J. 127.

John, 128, 131, 352.

Rev. John A. 110, IIK, 283.

Joseph, 352.

De Bliek. Jacob. 133.

Decker, Rev. Henry E., 117, 137.

14-1; sketch of life, 422, 423.

De Clerk:—
Daniel, 206, 207, 209, 214, 226.

Jacob. 207, 210.

William, 210.

Dederer, Isaac M. for Diederer, 416,

424. 42S.

Deerpark. N. Y., Church of, 201.

202, 465.

De Graaf, George, 132.

De Grav:

—

Helen, 370.

John, 370.

Jude. 371.

Mary, 370.

Richard, 370.

De Groot:—
Cornelia, 211.

Jacob, 161.

Metie, 211.

Pieter. 211.

Rebecca, 211.

Staats, 206. 210, 217.

De Keyser, Peter, 504.

Dekker, Rev. Frederick G. 107, IKI.

112, 121, 143; sketch of life, 438,

501.

Delamater, Abraham. 127.

De Dancey. John, 329.

Delaware Water Gap, Pa., Pres-
byterian Church of, 411.
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Dellius, Rev. Godfiv idus, SO, SG.

Demarest:—
Abram C. 3L't>.

Cornelius, 129, 3o3.

Cornelius C. 138.

Cornelius, E., 124.

Cornelius H., 129, 517.

Rev. Cornelius T., 41, 110, 114.

Daniel, 123, 199, 211.

David, S6, 123.

David A., 122, 130.

David C. 129, 339.

David D., 130.

Rev. David D., 211, 285.

Frederick, 129, 13S.

George, 126.

Henry P., 107. 129.

Jacob, 53, 125, 137, 2G0.

Jacob E., 131.

Rev. James, 135..

James A., 521, 528.

Rev. James D., 58, 61, 109, 110, 114.

141, 142; secession of, 65, 304:

sketch of life, 304.

James J., 124, 126.

Rev. John, 114.

John L., 352.

John J., 349.

Rev. John T., 116, 118, 131, 135, 139,

142, 458; described, 95; literary
works, 354; sketch of life, 353,

354.

Justis, 124, 137.

Petrus, 303.

Petrus S., 124.

Simon, 122.

Rev. William, 116, 135, 139, 142;

sketch of life,, 333.

William E., 133, 467.

De Moll, Maria, 209.

DeMott:—
George V., 124.

John, 124.

De Mund:—
Rev. Isaac S., 117, 136, 141, 517;

sketch of life, 268, 269.

John F., (M. D.) 269.

Den Boer, Cornelius, 133.

Dennison, John, 338.

De Puis, Nicholas, 218.

Depew, Chauncey M., 218.

De Puw:—
Grietje, 207, 218.

Jannetje, 207, 218, 219.

John, 207, 218.

De Revier, Ametje, 217.

De Ronde, Jacob C, 133.

De Rooy, Rev. Jacobus, 143, 432

472, 5(».

De Runde, J. C, 467,, 468.

Deryea, Garret, 35.

Detroit, Mich., Immanuel Presby-
terian Church of, 450.

Deventer, Neth., Church of, 435,

436.

De Vogel, Leendert. 132.

De Vrede, Peter, 504.

De Vries:

—

D. P., Capt., 211.

Jan, 207.

John, 207, 504.

John. Jr., 206, 212.

John, Sr., 206, 211.

Pieter R., 211.

De VVilm, Nicholas, 20.

De Witt:—
Rev. Richard, 118, 143, 459 467, 468,

517; sketch of life, 461, '462.
Tenoyck, 461.

Rev. Thomas, 63.

Didcrick, Uanse, 167.

Diederer, Isaac M., 131, 138, 140, 41(5,

424, 42S.

Dietrich, E. G. W., 344.

Dlephuis, Rev. Jacobus, 120, 143,
sketch of life, 499, 500.

Dingman's Ferry, l^i.. Church of,

544.

Dinsmore:—
George E., 487, 544, 547, 548, 549, 553.

Mrs. George E., 545, 553.

Dircks, Ariantje, 212.

Discipline for popular vices, 35,

262.

Dixon:—
Jonathan (Judge), 72.

Robert, 444, 445.

Doctrines, 58, 67, 78.

Dodge, John F., 134, 517.

Domestic Missions, see Board of
Dongan, Colonial Governor, 205.

Doolittle, Rev. T. Sanford, 482, 4S3.

Dordrecht, Synod of, 78.

Doremus:—
Andrew, 134, 530.

Benjamin D., 130, 138.

Cornelius G., 370.

David D., 123.

George, 122.

Harry. 490.

Hasel, 376.

Henry, 123.

Henry P., 123, 487, 490.

Mrs. Henry P., 487, 490.

Henry W., 123.

John, 299.

John H. 130.

Peter, 123.

Peter H., 1.23.

Peter W., 123.

Ralph, 123, 370, 374, 375, 382.

William P., 123.

Dorrance:

—

John, 484.

Mary E., 484.

Dorsuis, Rev. G. H., 162.

Drenthe, Mich., Church of, 435.

Du Bois:

—

Abraham, 533.

Rev. Anson 21, 107, 119, 136, 144,

392, 481, 530, 584; prayer bv, 27;
sketch of life, 532, 535.

Geffroi, 533.

Rev. Gideon, 110, 115, 140.

Rev. Gaulterus, 160.

Isaac, 533. >

Isaac J., 534.

Louis, 465, 533, 534.

Maria, 295, 534.

Rachel, 340.

Solomon, 534.

Dun. Nicholas, 132.

Dundee, Sabbath School organiza-
tion, 482.

Dunlap, George M., 468.

Dunning, John E., 107, 132. 448, 449.
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Duryea:

—

Albert, 129, 138.

Albert D. B., 130.

Benjamin J., 130.

Garret, 106, 122 137, 352.

George, 393.

John, 317.

Rev. John H., 97, 109, 116, 135, 136,

139, 140, 142 144, 332, 376, 377, 380,

387, 397, 400, 446, 461, 479, 513, 520,

521; fiftieth anniversary, 392;
quoted, 296, 306; sketch of Ufe,
388-395.

John P., 129.

Mattie E., 401.

Rev. Philip H., 60.

Dusinl^erre:

—

Daniel C, 129, 138.

Henry C, 129.

Peter, 129. 347.

Rev. Thomas S., 107, 110, 117, 120

136, 141, 343, 347; sketch of life,'

310—311.
Dutch Church, 190, 303, 440.

Dutch Churches in America, 83; in
New York and New Jersey, 86,

88, 90, 262.

Dutch East India Company, 36.

Dutch West India Company, 37, 3S.

Barle, Esther, Mrs., 514.

East Brooklyn, N. Y., Church of.

East Greenbush, N. Y., Church of
310, 382.

East Millstone, N. J., Church of
480.

East New York, N. Y. Church of,

194, 464.

Easton, Pa., Church of, 236.

East Orange, N. J., First Presby-
terian Church of, 485; Munn
avenue Presbyterian Church of,

367.

Eccerson, David D., 127.

Eccorson:

—

Christian, 127.

John, 127, 138.

Eckerson:

—

Abraham, 124, 126 127, 129.

Abram C, 124.

Abram I., 127.

Albert B., 124.

Christian D., 133, 468.

Cornelius, 124.

Edmund J., 130.

Edward, 129, 352.

Garret, 303.

Jacob J., 126.

John G., 129.

John J., 304.

John T., 352.

Thomas I., 127.

Thomas J., 317, 318.

Jan, 211.

Eckhart, William. 331.

Edam, Neth., Church of, 502.

Eddyville, N. Y., Methodist Episco-
pal Church of, 288.

Education, see Board of.

Eells, Richard P., 131.

Elders, attending Classis 122; at-
tending General Synod, 137;
present at Cetennial session of
Classis, 107.

Election and Reprobation. 67.

Elizabeth of England, 453.

Elizabeth, Presbytery of, 115—117.
Ellenville Academy, 287.

Ellsworth, Rev. John S., 121, 144;
sketch of life, 551, 552.

Elmendorf :

—

Blandina, 465.

Rev. Joachim, 199.

Elmer, Rev. Jonathan, 108; Presby-
terian pastor at Warwick, 337.

Elsworth, Rachel, 459.

Eltinge:

—

Blandina, 465.

Catherine, 465.

Cornelius, 465.

Rev. Cornelius C, 465.

Rev. Wilhemus, 58, 62. 64, 69, 70.

106 109, 112, 114, 135, 136, 139, 141.

142, 144, 190, 192, 304, 339, 350, 374,

ponent of secession, 62, 204; de-
scription of the great revival at
Paramus, 255, 256; first sermon
after ordination, 255; homestead
of, near Passaic, 264; ministry
in Old Church of Totowa, 264,

299, 300; ministry at Saddle River
315, 318; monument at Paramus,
266; ijastorate in the first Church
of Totowa, 358; release from
Saddle River, 262, 317; sketch
of fife, 254, 266; stated clerk,
35.

Emigration from the Netherlands,
3i.

Endowment of Theological Chair,
56.

England, The Church of, 90.

English Neighborhood, N. J.

Church of, 44, 87.

Episcopal Church The. 253.

Episcopal services in Reformed
Church, 38.

Erasmus Hall Academy, 4S3.

Erickzon. Rev. Reinhardt. 140-141;

called to Schenectady, 160; min-
istry in Hackensack, Schraalen-
burgh, and Paramus, 160;

sketch of life. 244.

Esopus, N. Y., Church of, 80, 288,

320, 341.

Everett, Metcalf, 478.

Expansion of the Kingdom, 92.

Fairfield. N. J.. Church of, 87, 181,

293. 294.

Falrhaven, N. Y.. Church of. 355.

Fairview, 111., Church of, 286

Fallsburr, N. Y.. Chr.rch of, SIO.

Families, at organization of classis,

50, 145; divided by controversy,
(•'. increase of, 146, 147.

Family visitation, 100.

Fanclier Sylvanus, 129.
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Farmer Village, N. Y., Church of,

i34.

Kauconier, Peter, 245. 24t), 248, 2G0.

Feltor:—
Christian E., 468.

Euward 405.

Kerilon, John W., ]24, 131, 135, 138.

140, 424, 427.

Ferris, Rev. John M., 44fi, 452.

Field, Rev. Jacob T., 115, 13G, 142,

18S, 190, 192, 400; sketch of life,

S76, 377,.

Finn, Alzimore, 448.

Fisher, Rev. Samuel, 299.

Fishkill, N. Y., Church of, 165, 252,

2!)S, .!(i2, 482. 483.

Fishkill on Hudson, or Fishkill
Landing, N. Y., Church of, 420.

P^tch, Henry, 429.

Flatbush, L. I., Church of, 38; er-
ror for Flatlands, 513.

Flatbush. Ulster Co., N. Y., Church
of, 308, 462.

Flatlands, L. I., Church of, 38, 534,

see also 513, Flatbush should be
Flatlands.

Flierboom:—
Cathalina 206, 214, 218.

Jacob, 129, 207.

Jacol) T., 215. 218.

Marretje Jacobs, 207, 218, 219.

Flipse, Rev. Martin, 22, 107, 121, 143.

439, 504; centennial address 98;

sketch of life, 511, 512.

Flood, John, 370.

Florida, N. Y., Presbyterian Church
of, 338, 423.

Flushing, N. Y., Church of, 450.

Fonda. Rev. Jesse, 63, 64.

Foos. Maria, 207, 220, 221.

Fordham, N. Y., Church of, 525.

land Churches, 79, 82; see Board
of.

Foreign Missions, attitude of Hol-
land Churches. 79, 82; represen-
tatives of Classis in Board of,

140; see under Board of.

Foreword. 5.

Forshee, John S., 370.

Forshur, Baurent, 314.

Fort Edward, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 482.

Fort Miller, N. Y., Church of, 481.

568.

Forts built by the Dutch. 37.

Fox:—
Conrad, 127, 325.

John E., 129.

John G., 134.

Fox Hill, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 359.

Franklin Park N. J., Church of,

236.

Fredericks:

—

Henrv, 1.30.

William, 469.

Freehold. N. J., First Church of,

244, 399; Second Church of, 407.

Freeland:

—

Abraham, 134.

Abram, 1.34.

Elias J., 123.

Freeman, Rev. Bernardus, 80.

Friendsville, Pa., Presbyterian
Church of, 266.

Frelinghuysen:

—

John, 63.

Rev. Theodore, 42.

Rev. Theodorus J., 39, 162, 229.

French Church, near Cherry Hill,
86.

French Reformed Church, 361.

Froeligh:—
Rev. Peter D., 58, 61, 64, 65, 110,

114, 115, 136, 140; secession, 65;

sketch of life, 184—186.
Rev. Solomon, S5, 49, 106, 110 113,

114, 136, 140, 141, 144, 184, 185,' 253,

265, 330, 340, 466, career as leader
of secession, 52—61, 157; preach-
ed at organization of Classis,
34; professor of theology, 55,

165; sketch of life, 165-166; trial
and deposition, 60, 61,, 166.

Frost, F. F., 132, 429, 430.

G.
Gahagan, Catherine M. C, and J.

M. 416.

Gallatin, N. Y., Church of, 322.

Galloup, L. C, 383.

Galway, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 341.

Gano, 111., Church of, 50,S.

Gansegat, N. J., Church or, ST.

Gardner, Rev. John S., 513.

Garfield, N. J., Church of 537—543
Chapel erected for, 199, 5.38

elders attending Classis, 134
elders attending Synod, 139
mentioned, 107, 109, 120, 121; par-
sonage built, 540, 541; pastoral
record, 144; statistics concern-
ing, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152.

Garretsie. Henry, 181.

Garretson, Garrett, 167.

Garrison:—
Garret, 370.

Garret G., 378.

Garritse, Cornelius, 293.

Gaston:

—

Rev. John, 19, 72 95, 107, 113, 117,

139, 140, 144, 167, 395, 460, 481, 505,

513. 520, 524, 548; sketch of life,

197—201; twenty-fifth anniversary
of pastorate celebrated, 199.

William B.. 197.

Gates, Merrill E., 488.

General Synod, The act of. consti-
tuting Classis of Paramus, 33;
act of, dividing Classis of Hack-
ensack. 34; act of, establishing
Theological professorship at
Holland, Mich., 46G; contrasted
with Synod of Holland, 80, 81;
decision in Blauvelt case, 253,

315; decision in Hopper case, 386,
decision in Secession contro-
versy. 53, 58, 60-64; lay delegates
attending, 137; meetings of, dur-
ing century, 135; mentioned, 49,

51. 54—56, 59, 70, 110, 113, 119, 139.

166, 184, 268, 285, 288, 384, 387—389.
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399, 421, 445, 531; ministerial dele-
gates attending, 135-139; organ-
ization of, 43.

Geneva Classis of, 117-119, 435, 474
508.

Geneva, X. Y., Church of, 410, 519.

George II.. 248.

Georgetown, D. C, Presbyterian
Church of, 425.

German Churches of Pennsylvania,
79.

German Reformed Church, The, 72.

117, 500, 551, 567.

German Valley, X. J., Presbvterian
Church of, 359.

Gerrits:

—

Cathalina, 215.

Grietje, 215.

Janneke. 215.

Margrietje, 208.

Gerritsen:

—

Abram, 214.

G. J., 543.

Hendrick, 207, 212, 213.
Huybert, 206, 212, 213.

Isaac. 207, 212, 213, 214.

Jan, 211.

Johannes, 206, 207, 212, 213, 23'i.

Jonas. 211.

Ghent, X'. Y., Church of, 335. 3:9.

Gibbs. J. M., 468.

<Mlboa. X. Y., Church of, 335.

Glasgow, College. 382.

Glenham, X". Y., Church of. 272, 412.

Glen Rock, X. J., Church of 564-
568: edifice erected, 566; elders at-
tending Classis. 134; elders at-
tending Synod. 139; mentioned.
107. 109. 311. 516; pastoral record
144; statistics concerning. 146.

148, 149, 151, 152.

Godwin:

—

Abraham. 299, 370, 374.

Henry. 299.

Goetschius:

—

Rev. Johannes, 51. 140 141, 163. 165.

177, 229, 318; sketch of life, 162.

John. .370, 371.

Rev. John M.. 41.

Joseph. 35, 106, 128.

Rev. Stephen, 58, 61, 64. 115, 136,

142, 3.50, 353, 371; sketch of life.

318, 319. 352.

Rev. Stephen Z., 110, 115.

William. 130.

Gordon. Rev. William R.. 354. 539.

Grammar School, at New Bruns-
wick.. X. J.. 288, 362. .539; at
Somerville, X. J., 309. 423.

Grand Rapids. Mich., Business Col-
lege of, 323; First Church of,

238, 423; Fourth Church of, 568.

Gray, Andrew, 253.

Greenbush, X^ Y.. Church of, 366;
Presbyterian Church of, 232.

Greene. Classis of 115-117, 120, 305,

534. 535.

Greenpoint, X*. Y., Church of, 362.

Greenport, X'. Y., Church of, 268,

270.

Greenville, N. Y.. Church of. 526.

Grocnendvk, H., 132.

Groningen University, 294.
Groocock. Samuel, 544—546, 54S.
Goodlatte:—
T. A. R.. 1.33. 478, 487, 495.
Mrs. T. A. R.. 491, 492.

Gowdy, George A., 449.

Guelph, Ontario, Congregational
Church of. 525.

Guilderland. Center, X. Y., Helder-
bergh Church of, 541.

Guilford, X'. Y., Church of, 461.
Gunnison Presbytery, 121.

Gurnee, John J., 128, 312.

Guttenberg, X'. J., Church of, 562.

H
Haan, Rev. Enno R., 73, 120, 143,

500, 501.

Hackensack and Schraalenburgh
Churches, 157-166; coetus con-
troversy in, 41; elders attend-
ing Classis, 122; elders attend-
ing Synod, 137; mentioned, 106,

107, 154, 184; secession of, 51, 65:

see also Hackensack, X'. J., and
Schraalenburgh, X. J.

Hackensack, Classis of 33, 44, 47, 54,

58, 105, 157, 248, 250, 252-254, 315, 327,

348.

Hackensack, N. J., Church of, 33,

35, 41 44, 47-53, 61, 62, 87, 109, 140,

168, 170, 224, 226, 243, 244, 251, 282,

31S; pastoral record of, 140;

statistics concerning, 50, 144-146.

148, 149, 151; First Church of,

159, 211, 438; Second Church of,

294; seminary at, 251.

Hackney Theological Seminary,
524.

Haff. Robert C, 468.

Hagaman:

—

Rev. Charles S., 109, 112, 116, 136,

142, 287, 411, 414, 421, 430; sketch of
life, 406, 407.

Lue, 478.

Hagerstown, Md. , Presbyterian
Church of, 425.

Haight:—
Edwin M.. 485.

Helena. 485.

Hall:-
Carpenter, 238.

Magdalen^', 238.

Halloway, Rev. William W.. 117.

143, 446, 475, 476. 479; sketch of
life, 450.

Halsey :

—

Rev. Abram O.. 431.

Luther. 431.

Halstead:—
Abraham, 518.

Isaac W., 517. 518.

Jacob D. B.. 129, 134, 517. 518.

Jonas, 128.

William F.. 129. 138. 518, 519.

Hamilton:— •

Alexander. 297.

Sir ^Villiam. 4.53.

Hammond. Katherine, 461.

Hanham. Walter. 273
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Hans, Barbara, 206, 217.

Hansen, Coenraet, 207, 21S.

Hardenbergh,—
Rev. Charles. HO-112, 114, 142:

sketch of life, 340.

Jacob H. , 5o4.

Rev. Jacob R.. 42, 63, 295, 315, 340,

454.

Joanna, 39S.

Joannes, 295, 534.

Johannes, 340.

iiachel, 295.

Harding:—
John, 448.

William, 126, 273.

Haring:—
Abraham, 125.

Abraham A., 124.

Abraham B., 124.

Abraham F., 124.

Abraham G., 127.

Abram, 207, 214, 215, 316.

Mrs. A. E. 426.

Brechtje, 206, 214, 222.

Cornells, 206-207, 214, 218

Cornelius R., 124.

Cosyn, 206, 207, 209, 212-214, 218,

226.

Daniel J., 124.

Elizabeth, 210.

Frederick J., 124.

Oarrett A. 127.

Garrett G., 126.

Mrs. Ira B., 215.

Isaac, 124.

Isaac C. (M. D.), 126. 137, 139.

Isaac D., 131.

Jacob C, 126.

Jan P., 209, 214.

-John, 214.

John B., 128, 456.

-John C, 107, 132, 138.

John D., 124, 260.

John J., 124.

John T. 107, 124, 137, 215.

Maria, 207, 214, 218.

Peter, 316.

P. G., 316.

Pieter, 206, 207, 209, 214, 218, 226.

Rachel, 416.

Teunis, 124, 137.

Vroutje, 214.

Harlem, N. Y., Church of, 38, 416,

426.

Harrisburg Academy, 311.

Harsimus, 216.

Hartman. Ellas, 167.

Hasbrouck:—
Rev. Howard C, 107, 121, 142;

sketch of life, 427, 428.

Rev. Jacob R. H., 110, 114.

Jane, 465.

Joseph, CM. D.,^ 266.

Hascy:

—

Alonzo C 545. 540.

Mrs. A. C, 5f3.

Haskell, Maria R., 468.

Hasselbrath, Rev. William G., 110,

116.

Hatton, John, 124.

Hause, Henry, 404, 4U5.

Havana, ill.. Church of, 423, 455,

Hawthorne, N. J.:

—

Christian Union Chapel associa-
tion of, 558, 500.

Church of, 557-563; elders at-
tending Classis, 134; mention-
ed, 107, 121, 139, 288, 527, 556; pas-
toral record, 144; statistics

concerning, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152.

Mite Society of, .557.

Union Church of, 559; reasons
for becoming a Reformed
CMiureh, 560.

Hazenberg, Rev. William, 118, 143;

sketch of life, 506, 507.

Hazleton, Pa. Presbyterian Church
of, 425.

Helfrich, Mrs. Charles H., 478.

Hellegers, Thomas A., 107, 130,

512.

Hellendorn, Neth., Church of, 435.

Hemion:

—

Charles, 495.

John, 487.

Hemmingway, Mrs. Stephen, 553.

Hempstead, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 254, 276.

Henderson, N. Y., Church of. 408,

419.

Hendricksen :

—

Gerrit, 207, 213, 219, 236.

Herman, 207, 219.

John, 207, 219.

Mvnert, 207.

Hengeveld, Willem, 132.

Henion:

—

John T., 129, 336.

Martin, 336.

Hennion, Mary, 370.

Herrick, Stephen D. , 457.

Hertford, Eng., Congregational
Church of, 525.

Hertzog Hall, New Brunswick. X.
J., 282.

Hewitt, Charles, 449.

Hey, John, 207, 213.

Heyer:

—

Cornelia W., 481.

John S., 481.

Hickinbottom, Joseph, 553.

Hicks, Matthew, 336.

Higginson, Abram, 128.

Hill:—
Alexander D., 132, 138, 445, 449.

Benjamin, 130.

Rev. Eugene, 120, 136, 140; sketch
of life. 287, 288.

Mary, 449.

Historical Discourse, 33-74.

Historical Societies. Value of, 84.

Hoboken. N. J., First Church of,

272. 309, 452, 524, 525.

Hoffman, Rev. Abraham, 110. 114.

Hogencamp:—
Garret, 124.

John E., 126.

Martynus, 370.

William I., 370.

"V\'illiam S., 374.

Hogenkamp, Mynert, 218, 219.
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Hohokus, X. J.. 243; Holland
Church of, 496-49S.

Holdrum:—
Abram C, 124, 137, 140.

Cornelius J., 124.

Peter M., 130.

Holiday. Rev. Thomas, 110, lU.
Holland, Classis of, Utj, 117;

Church, 79; Churches, 98-102,

496; emigration, 38; language,
101.

Holland, Mich., Hope Church of,

464.

Holland, Netherlands, Ancestral
Church in, 77-83, 228; State
Church of, 473.

Holland Speaking Churches of, the
Classis, 71, 98; Lodi, 520; Pas-
saic, 504; Paterson, 432;

Wortendyke, 496..

Holsmen, Daniel, 370.

Hoonte, Rev. Teunis H., 107, 110.

112, 121, 143, 501; sketch of life,

443.

Hope College, 201, 286, 323, 336. 418,

437, 466, 502, 508 511.

Hopewell, N. Y., Church of, 252.

Hopper:

—

Abram I., 468.

Abram J., 133, 468.

Adrian. 123, 476.

A. I., 125.

Albert G., 125, 137, 242.

Albert I., 370.

Albert P., 370.

Andrew H., 125.

Andrew P., 125, 130, 137, 376, 385.

Andries, 314.

Ann, 378, 385.

Cornelius A., 385.

Cornelius B., 370.

Cornelius P., 371, 37>

Daniel I., 125.

David, 125, 336.

David G. 125.

Garret, 260.

Garret A., 126.

Garret N., 126.

Garret P., 130, 385, 387, 388.

Garret S., 318.

Garret W^, 128, 137.

George G, 134.

George J., 566.

Henrv A., 125, 131, 134, 264, 395,

397, 514.

Mrs. Henry A., 514.

Henry I., 52.3.

Henry P., 123, 125, 130, 137, 385.

Isaac A., 134.

Jacob N., 127.

John, 131, 138, 243, 395, 446, 501.

John A., 130.

John E., 128.

John F., 374, 375.

John G., 316.

John H., 125.

John J., 125, 260.

John N., 129, 138.

Jonathan, 370.

Xicansin, 316.

Nicholas, 125.

Nicholas G.. 126.

Peter, 125. 128.

Peter A., 130, 138, 378.

87.

. A., 497, 505.

, 370.

Louise Seymour,

Peter G, 134, 139.

Peter H., 125.

Rachel, 370.

Rachel L., 514.

Stephen, 127, 339.

William, 128, 331.

Horseneck, N. J., Church of,

Houbolt, Rev. W
Houer, Joseph B.
Houghton, Mrs.

417.

House:—
Henry, 126, 131.

Rev. Isaac E., 110, 131.

John. 126.

Houten, Abraham H., 299.

Hoyt, Maurice, 129, 138.

Hubbell, Harriette G., 115.

Hudson:

—

Hannah, 393.

Sir Henry, 36.

Walter C, 400.

Hudson, Classis of, 116, 119, 120,

322; Presbvterv of, 115, 337.

Hudson, N. Y., Church of, 285.

Hudson River, exploration of, 36.

Hughes, Frank, 133, 487, 495.

Huguenots, 86.

Huizen Neth., Christian Reformed
Church of, 499.

Hunt, Rev. Christopher,
136, 141; sketch of life.

Hunter:

—

Catherine, 534.

Charles, L., 131, 395.

Hurley, N. Y., Church of,

Hurschap, Abraham, 472.

Hutton:—
Anna Maria, 237.

Rev. Mancius H., 237.

Rev. Mancius S., 201.

Huybrechts, Gerrit, 207, 219.

Huvssoon, Rev. James, 72, 98

il6, 117, 136, 143, 439, 496, 497

501, 505; ministry at Lodi,
sketch of life, 4:33. 437.

Hyde Park, N. Y., Church of,

Hyer, Isaac, 63.

Hysseryck, Rynier M., 218, 219.

112, 115,

281.

283, 341.

112,
499-

440;

342.

Illinois, Classis of. 112. 116, 118, n9.
Illustrations, 9.

Immorality a result of secession.
67.

Imperialism of Christ, 91.

Increase of Churches, 278.

Indian Massacre, 47.

Infant Baptism, dispute concern-
ing at Acquackanonk, 184; at
Paramus. 245, 248.

Inglis, Henry H., 468.

Incorporation of Paramus and
Saddle River, 259, 260.

Inscription on, Eltinge's tomb, 266;

Liddell's tomb, 384; Lodi cor-
nerstone, 527; Muzelius' tomb,
227; Paramus bell, 259; Pas-
cack records. 353; salver pre-
sented Dr. Gaston, 200: Old
Totowa Church, 292; Second
Lodi Church, 527.
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Iowa Classls of, 119, 121.

Irvington, N. J., Church of, 362.

Irving Park, 111, Church of. 238.

"Island" Church, 327.

Jacks, Hannah, 370.

Jackson, Jack, 370.

Jacobs:

—

Rev. Christian W., 120, 143;
sketch of life, 509, 510.

Leonard, 437.

Symon, 167.

Walling, 167.

Rev. William M. C, 110, 120 143;

sketch of life, 510, 511.

Jacobus. Henry, 370.

Jamaica, N. Y., Church of, 183.

James, Duke of York, 88, 89.

Janes:—
Mrs. E. S., 557.

William E., 557.

Jana:—
Barbara, 217.

Hilbetje, 216.

Meenske, 207, 219, 220.

Sara, 220.

Janse, Adrlantje, 453.

Jansen:

—

Casper, 207, 219.

Dick, 133.

Reyn, 207, 219.

Jardine:—
Edward, 107, 134, 139, 514, 565.

Mrs. Mary E., 514.

Jellema, Peter, 504.

Jersey City, N. J., Free Church of,

309; Second Presbyterian
Church of, 362; Third or Park
Church of, 194, 398, 420.

Jersey City Presbytery of, 118, 119.

Jessup:

—

John, 127.

Julia, 426.

Mary, 426.

Samuel S., 426.

Stansbury A., 132.

Jewett, Rev. A. D. Lawrence, 112,

116, 142; sketch of life, 422.

Joachims:

—

Anneke, 220.

Annetje, 207.

Johannes, Minnie, 220.

Johnsonburg, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 424, 425.

Johnston:—
Rev. William, 107, 120, 128, 136,

143, 144; ministry at Lodi, 526-

529; at North Paterson, 556;

sketch of life, 562, 563.

Rev. William A., 562.

Joline, Rev. John, 338.

Jongeneel, Rev. Louis G., 117, 118.

136, 143, 496, 500, 521; sketch of
life, 442. 443.

Jones, John M., 107, 134. 139, 543.

Jordonville, N. Y., Union Church
of, 408, 419.

Juwell:—
Joris, 219.

Tyares, 211.

Willem, 207, 219.

K
Kakeath or Kakiat, former name

of West New Hempstead, 33,

106, 303.

Kalamazoo, Mich., Church of, 203,

280; Third Church of, 508.

Kampen, Neth., Theological Sem-
inary of, 500, 5IJ5.

Kansas Presbytery of, 30S.

Kapun, Isaac, 133.

Kaskaskia, Presbytery of, 118, 308.

Kasse, Rev. Adrian K., 117, 143,

496; sketch of life, 473, 474.

Katsbaan, N. Y., Church of, 330.

Keiser, see Busch-Keiser.
Kellogg:—
Rev. Charles D., 118, 136, 143, 478;
sketch of life, 481, 482.

Charles W., 482.

Florence G., 482.

Joseph A.. 482.

Kate, 482.

Kenniff, Jeremiah, 217.

Kent, Ridley, 130.

Kcr, W., 548.

Kerr, William D., 468.

Kershaw, Rev. John, 110, 118.

Kidder, Frederick, donor of lot to
Ridgewood Church, 514.

Kiersted Henry, 370.

Kieviet:

—

John, 133.

Peter, 133, 505.

Peter C, 133, 13.=)

Kievitt:—
Arie, 134.

Job,, 132.

Klnderhook, N. Y., Church of, 80,

174, 175, 359, 407, 420.

King:—
Aaron, 370.

Rev. Albert A.,
sketch of life,

Carrie, 449.

Kingston Academy, 311.

Kingston Classis of, 33, 44, 112, 116-

118, 120, 121, 2S8, 322.

Kingston, N. Y., First Church of
38, 160, 244, 245, 285, 295; Second
or Fair St., Church of, 534.

Kip:—
Cornelius, 293.

Edo, 123, 133, 135, 138. 462. 475, 476.

478, 487, 492. 517; gift of land to
North Church of Passaic. 492;

memorial minutes of consistory,
493, 495.

107, 120, 136, 142;

335.

Mrs. Edo, 490.

Hendrick, 161.

Henry, 181.

Henrv, M. D., 448.

Henry P. 123.

Rev. Isaac L., 550.

Peter P., 123.

Kipp:—
Henry x'., 123, 137.

John W., 126.

Rev. Peter E., 110, 117, 459. 467.

480, 493; sketch of life, 462, 463.

Peter H., 123.

Peter J., 123, 137, 556.

Kirkpatrick, Ehzabeth, 197.
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Kiskatom, N. Y., Church of. 308.

Kittle, Rev. Andrew N. 110. 114.

Kittredge. Rev. Abbott E., 4S9.

Kline, Mrs. Petrus, lilu.

Knapp:—
Edmund F.. 134. 139.

John M., and Mrs. J. M., 514.

Knox:—
Rev. John, 63, 34G. 403.

Rev. Taber, 107, 121, 136, 142. 337;

sketch of life, 34G.

Kool:—
Barent J., 217, 378.

Barentsen. 223.

Jacob, 217, 223.

Teunis B., 239.

Kornet, Jan, 133.

Kuypert-
Rev. Dr., 99.

Garret, 498.

Kuypers:

—

Rev. A., 141.

Rev. Gerardus A., 55, 141, 314:

sketch of life, 251, 252.

Thomas, 125.

Rev. Warmoldus. 52, 53, 165, 251;

sketch of life, 164.

Rev. William P., 141, 315;

sketch of life, 253.

Labaw, Rev. George W., 513.

La Crosse, Presbytery of, 118.

La Cvgne Kan., Presbvterian
Church of, 272.

Lafayette College, 551.

Lake View, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 334.

Lambertsen:—
Adriaen, 206, 208, 215.

Cornells, 206, 208, 209, 215.

Gerrit. 208.

Lamington, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 237, 423.

Lancaster, Pa., Second German
Reformed Church of, 269.

I^ands given tn, North Church of
Passaic; 492; Paramus Church.
246, 248; Old Totowa Church.
292; Second Totowa Church,
372.

Lane Theological Seminary. 427.

Language: Dutch. 38, 71, 101. 184,

251, 262, 264, 276, 298, 314. 316, 317;

English, 71, 262.

Lansing:

—

Frederick, 231.

Gerritt Frederick, 231.

Rev. John A., 478.

John Jacob, 231.

Rev. Nicholas, 35, 62, 64, 106, 113,

114, 135, 136, 141. 144. 234, 280, 379;

pastorate at Clarkstown 274;

sketch of life, 231-233.

Lansing. 111.. Church of, 503.

Lauhenheimer, Rev. John, 119,

141; sketch of life, 310.

Lawrence:

—

Samuel, 456.

William, 416.

Lav-preaching, 70.

Leavens, Rev. Philo F., 200, 545.

Lebanon, N. Y., Church of, 2S8, 366-

Lee, Mrs. E. M., 449.

Leeds, N. Y.. Church of, 407.

Leenas, Cornelius, 133.

Leggett:

—

Edward H., 514.

Rev. William J., 13, 15, 107, 120,

136. 140, 142, 403, 426; sketch or
life, 413.

Lehigh Presbytery, 118.

Leister, Jacob, 47.

Le Roysville, Pa., Congregational
Church of, 552.

Lets, I. C, 40.8.

Letson, Rev. William W., 119, 136,

142, 143; ministrv at Ramseys,
519; sketch of life, 334, 335.,

Lewis, Rev. Amzi, 338.

Leyden, Seige of, 78.

Leydt:

—

Rev. John, 229, 329.

Rev. Peter, 141, 142, 304; sketch
of life, 329.

Liberty of Conscience, 88.

Licentiates of the Classis. 110, 111.

Llddell, Rev. John A., 109. 115, 136,

142, 399, 400; sketch of life, 381-

384.

Llebeman, Rev. M. F., 288.

Lincoln, Neb.. Congregational
Church of, 427.

Linkey, for Tinkey, John, 128.

Linlithgrow, N. Y., Church of, 311,

406.

Llppincott :

—

Rev. Benjamin C, 117, 136, 139,

141, 475; sketch of life, 283, 284.

Thomas, 124.

List, Jacob, 512.

Little Falls, N. J., Church of, 308

Livingston:—
Rev. John H., 43. 55, 56, 58,, 164.

165, 192, 315, 466.

William, 179.

Lockwood:—
Ann. 416.

Jane, 355.

Lawrence, 129.

Lodewick, Rev. Edward, 18. 107,

118, 136, 142, 144, 348; sketch ot

life, 355, 356.

Lodi, N. J.:—
Church of, 439-44:3; elders attend-
ing Classis. 132; mentioned, 98,

107, 109, 116, 117, 121, 433, 434, 497,

520, 521; pastoral record, 143;

schism in, 71, 772; statistics con-
cerning, 146. 148, 149, 151, 152.

Second Church of. 5"20-529; elders
attending Classis, 134; men-
tioned, 107, 109, 119, 120, 532;

pastoral record, 143; statistics

concerning, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152.

Lodi, N. Y., Church of, 308, 383.

London, Eng. Whitefield Congrega-
tional Church of, 524.

Long Island, The Classis of, 194;

the Churches of, 158, 162, 165;

the North Cl-assis of, 117, 321;

the South Classis of, 116, 119.

Lord:—
Benjamin, 419.

Rev. Benjamin. 419.

Rev. Daniel 112, 116, 136, 142, 426;
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sketch of life, 40S, 419.

Eleazer. 132, 417, 429, 430.

Mrs. Eleazer. 41G.

Nathan S., 416.

Sarah P., 417.

Ijords Supper, The 255, 265, 275, 295,

296. 470, 471, 497, 533, 559.

Liowe:

—

Pieter C, 534.

Mar.v M., 534.

Lubach. Rev. Wietse, 107, 121, 143;

sketch of life, 501, 502.

Lubbers, Cornelius, 167.

Luckenbill, Rev. George Albert,
sketch of life, 566-568.

Luctor, Kan., Church of, 499.

Ludlow, Rev. John, 63.

Luzerne, Presbvterv of, 112, 116,

422.

Lydecker:

—

Edwin, 124.

Garret, 5S, 122.

Rev. George D., 110. 118.

Isaac S., 131.

John, 403.

Lyon Falls. X. Y.. Presbvterian
Church of, 423.

Lyons Farms. N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 236.

M
Maat, John. i:j3.

Mabon. Rev. William V. V.. lOJ,

539.

MacBain. William H., 395.

Macfarlan. Duncan, 131, 395.
Machielson:

—

Cornelius, 167.

Johannes. 167.

MacXair. Rev. J. L., 282, 446.
Magee. Rev. G. A.. IIS, 142; sketch

of life. 333.

Magie. Rev. David, 392.

Magiels. Leentje, 207, 219.
Maharg. W. J., 553.

Mahwah. Village and river, 327.

Main. Alexander. 427.

Manchee, Rev. William. 119. 136.

143. 524-526, 544, 547-549.

Mancius., Rev. Geo. W.. 141; min-
istry in Schraalenburgh and
Paramus, 160; sketch of life,

244-5.

Mandeville, Samuel V. S.. 133, 475.

476.

JIanheim. X. Y., Church of. 319.

Manley, Rev. John, 115, 136. 142, 144;
pastorate at Pascack, 333;
sketch of life, 319. 320.

Marbletown. X. Y.. Church of, 16:5.

188, 319.

Marcelus:

—

Edo P.. 123.

John P.. 123.

Marenus—Marinis :—
David. 370.

Rev. David. 41. 140. 141; called to,

Acquackanonk and Pompton.
177; death of, ISO: literary
work. 179; ministrv at Totowa,
291. 293; sketch of life, 176-180.

John. 370.

John A.. 107. 126. 134, 139, 566, 567,

Marlow, Ont., Prislj\ tirian Church
of h62.

Marselus, Rev. Nicholas J., 4:i2.

Marselius, Peter, 137.

Marsellus:—
John C, 475, 476.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry, 538.
Martin:

—

Albert, 512.

James W., 556.

Martine, Rev. Abraham 1., 110, 118.
Martyn, Rev. Carlos, 489.
Marvin:

—

Rev. Dwight E., 409.

Rev. Frederick R., 409.
Rev. Uriah, 117, 142; sketch of

life, 409, 410.
Massey. Stephen, 5:9.

Mastenbeck, Cornells, 504.
Matthews, Dr. James M., 405.
Mattice. Rev. Henrv, 118, 141;
sketch of life, 308.

Maunde. Claes, 206, 215.

Mayfleld. N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 355.

Maysinger, John P., Ii9.

Mc Call. M. J., 549. 553.

Mc Cleese, Cornelius, 123.

Mc Coll. Rev. John A.. 493.
Mc Corkle. Dr. William A., 411.
Mc Corkle, Rev. William R., 142.
Mc Curdy, Jeannette. h^i.

Mc Donald, Frederick S.. 544.

Mc Kelvey. Rev.; Alexander. 117,
119. 136, 142, 143; pastorate at
Centerville, 531, 532; sketch of
life. 361. 362; supply at Pas-
cack. 355.

Mc Xair. Dougald, 134, 521, 527.

Mc Queen. Hugh, 199.

Mead. Rev. Elias. 555, 561.

Mears. Thomas. 259.

Meeker. Rev. Stephen L.. 188.

Megapolensis. Rev. Joannes, 80.

Mek, Edward. 2(iS. 219.

Melgertsen, Jouriaen, 208, 217.

Mellenville. X. Y.. Church of, 359.

Melonev. James W.. 107, 134, 546.

548. 549. 553.

Mercan, Dewitt C, 468.

Mercer:

—

George C, 529.

William L., 134, 526.

Meriden, Conn., Congregational
Church of, 483.

Merritt:

—

Willem, 208.

William. 219.

Merselis:

—

Edo, 299.

Edo I., 131. 381, 390, 397.

Edo P., 299.

Peter. 123.

Peter J., 132.

Merselius. Peter. 125.

Merselus:

—

Edo P.. 130.

John. 123.

Messier.. Rev. Abraham, 41.

Mever :

—

Catharine. 29. 207.

Rev. Hermanus, 141, 181. 294-296,

327.

Johannes. 207, 208. 216, 219.

Johannes. Jr.. 378.

Mevers. Rev. Abraham H.. 142. 320.

321.
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Michaelius, Rev. Jonas, SO.

Michigan, Classis of, 116-118.
Michitjan I'niversity, 437.

JNIiddlfliurgh, Classis of, 16S.

JMid(^llel)urgh, N. Y., Church of, 322,

421.

Middle Smithfleld, Pa., Presby-
terian Church of, 377.

Middletown, N. J., Church of, 244.

431, 539.

Milgertsen, Jeurlaen, 29.

Millar:—
Davies, 130, 132.

William P., 134, 139.

William S., 131, 397.

Milledoler, Rev. Philip, 62, 63, 405,

Miller:—
Charles W., 131, 428, 543.

Mrs. Charles W., 428.

Ezekiel, 416.

Silas, 131, 416, 427.

Mrs. Silas, 416.

Millerton, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 552.

Milligan, Mrs. William, 553.

Milliken:—
John S., 397.

Rev. Peter H., 21, 119, 136, 140, 142,

380. 392, 400, 446;centennial ad-
dress, 91; sketch of life, 395, 397.

Mills:—
Rev. B. Fay, 486.

Millstone, N. J., Church of, 165,

268, 526.

Minisink. N. J., Church of, 354.

Ministers, delegates to General
Synod, 135; early faithfulness,
69; former members of Classis.
address on, 94; ordained by
Classis, 111; present roll, 107;

scarcity of, 38. 40.

Ministrv, First steps for native,
40.

Minne:

—

Albert, 207, 208.

Grietje. 207.

Johannes, 207.

Minnelay:—
Albert, 220.

Grietje, 214, 220.

Johannes. 220.

Minutes. Classis of Hackensack,
45; Classis of Paramus, 35, 109.

Mission House College, 551.

Mission, The, Amoy, 287, 480, 519:

Arabian, 325; Arcot, 281;

Italian. 509; Morgan St., Jer-
sey City, 309; Park Chapel,
Albany, 311.

Missionaries to Indians, 79, 80.

Missions, 79, 441, 445.

Mitchell:—
Warren B., 448.

Mary, 449.

Molendvke, liOdewick, 132.

Moll. Marretje L., 213.

Monmouth, Classis of, 309, 539.

Monmouth Junction, N. J., Presby-
terian Church of, 562.

Monsev, N. Y., True Reformed
Church of, 304.

Montague, N. J.. Church of, 532.

Montclair, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of. 420.

Montfort, Maria P., 221.

Montgomerv, Classis of, 114-116,

118, 120, 398.

Montgomery, N. Y'., Church of,
285.

Montreal, Ont., Normal School of,
562.

Montville, N. J., Church of, 87,

293, 567.

Mookerheath, battle of, 78.

Moore, Thomas M., 133, 478, 487, 495.

Morecombe, England, Baptist
Church of. 542.

Morris:

—

James R., 486.

Robert, 328.

Morris Plains, N. J., Presljyterian
Church of, 4'3.

Mott Haven, N. Y.. Church of, 332.

Mount Freedom, N. J., Presby-
terian Church of, 450.

Mount Pleasant, N. Y., Church of,

405.

Mowerson:

—

James, 128.

John J., 126, 137.

John F., 127.

Muitzeskill, N. Y'., Church of, 549.

Murphy, J. Harvey, 450.

Muzelius, Rev. Frederick, 141. 276;

sketch of life, 227-230.

Mvers:

—

Rev. Abram H., 117, 136.

John, 128.

Martin J., 130.

Mverstown, Pa.. Palatinate School
at, 467.

Mvlesi,:-
Rev. William G., 107. 121. 136. 144,

537, 541-543, 551.

Mrs. William G., 542.

Mynertsen, Rynier, 207-208.

N
Nasholds, Rev. WiUiam H.. 112,

119, 142, 143; sketch of life, 334,

519.

Nassau, N. Y^, Church of, 2S1, 347.

Nelson, William, 298, 300, 357.

Neshanic, N. J., Church of, 165.

Netherlands, Church of, 78; the
Reformed Churches of, 435.

New Amstel, Del., Church of, 47.

New Amsterdam, English invasion
of, 38.

Newark, Classis of, 116, 120.

Newark, N. J., Methodist Episco-
pal conference of, 335.

New Valley, N. Y'., Congregational
Church of, 552.

New Baltimore, N. Y'.. Church of.

361.

New Barbadoes, Church of, 244.

New Brunswick, Classis of 15, 44.

112, 114-116, 119. 121, 188, 197, 319.

320, 359, 433, 567.

New Brunswick. N. J.. Colleg-e
seat, 43; First Church of, 329;

First Presbvterian Church of.

422; Grammar School at. 288.

362, 539; Suvdam St., Church of.

567.

New Brunswick Theological Semi-
nary, 188. 192, 194. 197, 201, 238,

239, 266, 267, 281-283. 286-288, 295.

296, 306, 308, 310, 311, 319-323, 331,

333. 341, 342, 344, 346, 354-356, 359.

362. 366, 379, 388, 394, 397, 398, 405.
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419-123, 425, 436-438, 452, 454, 4G0-462,

464, 466. 479, 4i,6. 502, 505, 508, 510.

511, 514, 516, 532, 534, 539, 541, 547,

550, 551, 554, 556, 562, 567.

Newburgh. N. Y.. Associate Re-
formed Cliurch, 450; Church
of, 342.

New Castle, Presbytery of, 117.

New Concord, N. Y., Church of.

422.

New Hackensack, N. J., Church
of, 252.

New Hempstead, N. Y., Church of,
33. 44. 87, 137, 144. 2l9, 231, 276-27S;
Knghsh Church of. 276; Pres-
byterian Chiu'ch of, 232.

New Hurley, N. Y., Church of, 184.

191, 192, 296, 319, 333, 342.

New Jersey : Earliest Government
of, 89; proprietors of, 88; set-
tlement of. 36.

New Paltz. N. Y., Church of, 175,

184. 191, 192, 202, 296, 319, 359, 361.

Newport. Ky., Congregational
Church of, 427.

New Prospect, N. Y., Churcli of,
354.

Newton Presbytery of, 118, 119.

New York. Classis of. 15, 44, 112, 114-

119, 121, 354, 379, 4(6, 430, 4(3, 526,

551; Presbytery of. 119, 121, 337,

525; settlement of, 36; South
Classis of, 112, 115, 116, 430.

New York. N. Y., Broome St.

Church of. 410: Canal St., Pres-
byterian Church of, 362; Col-
legiate Church of. 37, 56, 251, 252,

314, 346, 347. 403. 420, 451; Frank-
lin St. Church of, 281, 379;
Garden St. Church of. 251;
Greenwich Church of. 340. 409;

Holland Church of. 473; Hous-
ton St. Church of. 269: Man-
hattan Church of. 359; Memo-
rial Presbyterian Church of. 4Sii;

Scotch Presbyterian Church of.

523, 552; Sixth ayenue Church
of. 367; Washington Heights
Church of. 410; West Farms
Church of. 526; Univelrsity
Heights Church of, 285.

Nickerson. George. 126.

Nicollos. William H., 134.

Niskayuna. N. Y.. Church of. 270.

North Hampton. Pa., Church of,

283, 431.

North Paterson, N. J.. Churcli of.

554-556: elders attending classis.
134; elders attending Synod. 139;
mentioned. 107, 109. 121, 288, 527,

561; pastoral record. 144; sta-
tistics concerning, 146, 148. 149.

151. 152.

North River. Presbytery of. 121.

Northwestern Classical Academy,
336.

Norton. James A., 133.

Norwich, Conn., Congregational
Church of, 419.

Norwood. N. Y. . Presbyterian
Church of. 237.

Nyack. N. Y. :—
Church of. 408. 415; elders attend-
ing Classis, 131; elders attending
Synod. 138; mentioned. 69, 96,

97, 107, 115-117, 119, 120, 451; past-

oral record, 142; statistics con-
cerning, 146, 148, 149, 151, irj2.

Presbyterian Church of, 232, 403,
419.

The phrase "21 at Nyack," should
be inserted after Paterson, in
7th line of page 109.

o
Oath taken by Trustees, 182, 375.
O'BIenis, John H.. VAl.
"Ode to the Old Clock" by George

Wurts. 364.

Offord, Rey. Robert M., 107, 119,
143, 490, 526, 529; sketch of life,
521-523.

Oggel, Rev. Pieter J., 466.
Olcott, Catharine E., 481.
Old Town Clock Church, Extract
from the Paterson Daily Press,

363.

Oliver:—
James, 239.

Rev. Matthew N., 15, 107, 120. 1.30

141, 236; sketch of life, 239-241.
Olree, Peter, 434.
Onderdonk:

—

Abram, 128.

Andrew,339.
Adrian, 128, 303, 304.
Adrian R., 304.

Garrett. 124.

Oostburg, Wis., Church of, 502.
Orang-e. Classis of, 96. 116-121. 266,

322, 397, 568; Presbytery of, 119.
Orangetown Patent. 205.
Ordination. American. Struggle

for the right of, 40.

Ordinations, List of. 112.
Organ of Paramus Church. 273.
Osborne. Fanny, 15, 489.
Ostrander. Rev. Henry, 35, 36, 94,

110, 114.
Ottignon. James A., 124.

Cutwater, John, 210.

Overbagh. Rev. Peter, 110. 114.
Owasco, N. Y., Church of, 330.
Owasco Outlet, N. Y., Church of.

534.

Page, George W., 134, 559, 565.
Palmer:

—

Abram, 133, 468.

Rev. Sylvanus, 59.

Palmyra, N. Y., Church of, 502.
Paramus, Classis of. 14, 33-74, 105-

153; act of organization, 33, 105.
act organizing-; the Second
Church of Totowa, 371; act or-
ganizing the Church at Saddle
River, 263; acts relating to sub-
jects of baptism, 185; act rela-
tive controversy to between
the Churches of Paramus and
Pascack, 350: delegates attend-
ing General Synod, 135-i:;9;

delegates to Board of Super
intendents. 139; elders attend-
ing sessions of, 122-134; licenti-
ates. 110; long- pastorates in,

144; mentioned, 25, 77, 82, 157,

184, 254-256, 258, 261, 264, 265, 274,

304 311, 317, 318, 322, 323, 330, 335,
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337, 339, 340, 346, 351, 352, 355, 404,

429 430. 432, 433, 436, 438, 441, 444,

460, 461, 465, 472, 473, 475, 496, 509,

510, 513, 514, 519, 521, 524, 533, 535,

538, 554, 556, 560, 564, 566, 568;

minutes of, 109; ordinations, 112;

lepresentations on Boards of
the Church, ia9-140; roll at its
org-anization, 35, 106; roll for a
hundred ^-ears, 114-121; sessions
of, 109; stated clerks of. 109;
statistics of, '50, 145, 146, 148,

149, 151, 152; sympathy of. for
Dr. Froeligh, 50-58; trial of Rev.
J. D. Demarest, 3:31; visited by
a commission of General Synod
63.

Paramus, N. J., Church of, 5, 6,

13. 15. 242-273; a prison in Revo-
lutionary war, 34, 248; buildings
of, erected and repaired, 33,

34, 245, 257, 259, 271, 273; Classis
organized in, 33; connection
with Saddle River. 250. 262:

with Totowa, 204; difficulty with
Pascack. 350; with pew own-
ers. 269; elders attending Clas-
sis. 125-126; elders attending
Synod, 137; incorporation of.

200; inscription on bell, 259;

lands of, 260; mentioned, 35, 39.

44, 50, 80, 87, 97, 107, 109, 114, 116,

117, 119, 120, 124, 127, 130, 160, 165,

300, 304, 313-318, 323, 326-329. 348,

349, 351, 358, 384-.3S8. 411, 513, 565;

pastoral record, 141. 144; re-
vivals. 34. 255. statistics con-
cerning. 146, 148. 149. 151, 152;

territorial extent of congrega-
tion. 246.

Paramus. N. J., description of, 243;

patent of. 242.

Parkhurst, Rev. Samuel. 337.

Parlaman. John, 128, 331.

Parsons. A.. 375.

Particular Svnod. 53, 55. 62. 64. 79.

81. 252. 253, 262, 263, 264, 265, 280,

314. 384, 386. 387.

Particular Synod of New Bruns-
wick. 14.

Pascack. N. J.. Church of. 348-356;

buildings erected and repaired.
349. 350. 353. 355. 356; controversy
with Paramus. 350; elders at-
tending Classis. 129-130; elders
attending Svnod. 138; mention-
ed. 61. 107-109. 115-117. 127. 250. 264.

318-.320. 331; name. 348; organ-
ization, 68. 318. 348, 351,; pastoral
record, 142, 144,; societies in,

356; I'nion with Saddle River,
349.

Pass.Tic Classis of. 107. 112. 117. 118.

1?0. 130, 322, 362. 363. 384-386. 392.

Passaic. N. J.:

—

First Church of. 491, 537. see Ac-
quackanonk.

First Holland Church of. 504-^12;

edifices erected. 506. 512; elders
attending Classis. 133. 134; eld-
ers attending Synod. 139; liber-
alitv of. 310; mentioneid. 98.

107. 109. 119-121; pastoral record.
143; schism in. 509; statistics.

146. 148. 149. 151. 152.

North Church of. 475-495: debt

liquidated. 492; edifices, 476,

477, 487, 490; elders attending
Classis, 1.33; elders attending
Synod, 138-139; fifteenth anni-
versary of, 484; land donated by
Ijy Edo Kip. 476; mentioned,
107, 109. 117-119. 194, 197, 199, 537,

548; mission in Passaic St., 486;
organized. 196; pastoral record.
143; relations with Garfield and
Clifton. 486; Sabbath Schools.
478. 482; societies in. 490. 491,
statistics. 146, 14s, 149, lol, lo2,

194.

Presliyterian Church of, 236. 505,
545.

St. John's Protestant Episcopal
Church of. 460.

Passaic X'allev, Earlv develojjment
of, 297.

Pastorates, Long, 144.

Patentees at Tappan,
Paterson, William, 298.

Paterson. N. J. :

—

Broadway Church of, 444-455; ed-
iflices.'- 445-447; elders attending
Classis. 132; elders attending
Synod. 138; mentioned. 107. 109,

117, 119, 362, 411, 521. 554. 568; pas-
toral record. 143; societies. 449;

sons in the ministry, 450; sta-
tistics, 146. 148. 149. 151. 152.

Churches of. 433.

First Church of. see Totowa,
First Church of.

First Holland Church of. 432-

438; elders attending Classis,
132; mentioned, 9S. 102, 107, 109,

117, 121, 440, 501; organization of,

434; pastoral record. 143; sta-
First Presbyterian Church of, 299

Holland Church of. 4:32. 433. 472.

Independent Holland Church of,

506.

People's Park, Church of, 499.

Presbyterian Church of the Re-
deemer, of. 392.

Riverside. Church of. 435.

Second Church of. see Totowa
Second Church of.

Second Holland Church of. 472-

474; elders attending Classis,
133; mentioned. 107-117; pas-
toral record. 143; statistics. 146.

U^i. 1J9. 1-51. 152.

Patriotism in the Revolution. 45.

Paulison:

—

Rev. Christian Z.. 65. 115. 140;

secession of. 65. 159. 190; sketch
of life. 188-191; trial bv Classis.
191.

Paulus, 35, 10"), 12:1.

Peter. 123.

Richard. 123.

Paulsie. Paul. 1S1.

Payne. Wiliam R.. i:;4. 546. 548. 549.

Peapack. N. J.. Church of. 556.

Peekskill. N. Y.. Academy at, 481.

Church of. 549,5.30.

Pell. Mrs. John H.. 271.

Pella. la.. Third Church of. 4!.9. 506.

Pennington Seminary, :>35.

Pelton:—
Henrv. 1:9. 138.
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John, 13, 3C9.

Robert, l:i9.

Samiifl, ]:i9.

Peltz, Rev. Philip, 1()9, IIG, 136, 140,

444, 415; sketch of life, 360, 361.

Perins. Peter, 133.

Perry :

—

James, 124.

Jan, 20S, :i20.

John, 316.

Peter, 5S, 124.

Persippany, N. J., Church of, 44,

87.

Peterse, Hcssel, LSI, 1S4.

Peterson, Thomas, 127.

Phelps, Rev. Philip T.. Jr., 537.

Philadelphia. Classis of, 112 115,

llS-121, 410, 454, 550.

Philadelphia, Pa: First Church of,

397, 455; Fourth Church of, 346.

399; Second Church of, 23M, 451;

Talmage Memorial Church of,

455.

Philadelphia, Presbytery of, 115,

124.

PhilTips:—
Andrew D., 490.

Mrs. E., 492.

Piermont, N. Y. :—
Church of, 416-428; edifices, 417,

418, 424, 425; elders attending
Classis, 131-132; elders attend-
ing Svnod, 13.S; mentioned, 97,

107, 109, 116-118, 120, 121, 237, 408.

429; organized, 69; pastoral
record, 142; sixth anniversary,
426; statistics, 146, 148, 149, 151,

152.

Presbvterian Church of, 419, 429,

430.

Second Church of, 429, 431; elders
attending Classis, 132; men-
tioned, 107, 116; pastoral record,
109 143; statistics, 146, 148, 149.

151.

Pierson :—
Isaac, 328.

Jeremiah H., 328.

Josiah G., 328.

Pieters, Maria, 207, 214, 220.

Pioneers in the Ministry', 47.

Pittenger, Louis P., 397.

Pittstown, N. J., 184.

Plan of Union, 43, 44.

Plainfleld N. J., Trinitv Church of,

366.

Plainsboro, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 562.

Ploger, Mrs. Augustus P., 491.

Polhemus:

—

Aurt, 124.

John, (M. D.). 126.

Politics in the Hackensack trouble,
164.

Polkton, ^lich, Holland Church of.

436.

Pomeroy, John B., 131.

Pompton, N. J.. Church of, 44, 87,

175, 177, 178, 1^0. 197, 269, 291, 293,

294, 376.

Pompton Plains. N. J.. Church of,

87. 181. 295 327. 377. 48.i.

Ponds. N. J., Church of, 44, 87, 247,

2,52, 290, 322, 327, 329, 335. 454.

Tool. Rev. Charles H., 5.55.

Porter:—
Rev. Elbert S., 431.

Maria E., 272.

Port Byron, Presbyterian Church
of, ;«2.

Port Ewen, N. Y., Church of, 283.

Port Jervis, N. Y., Ciiurch of, 272.

Portraits, 10.

Post:—
Abraham, 4.5:;.

Adrian, 167.

Anthony, 131, 138.

Casper us, 123.

Cornelius G., 370.

Cornelius H., 13a
Daniel A., 130.

Frans, 291.

Garret A., 370.

Jacobus, 291.

Johannes, 123, 181.

John, 58, 127, 317, 370.

John P., 128, 132, 445.

John R., 123.

Joseph, 518.

Peter, 130.

Richard R. 123.

Samuel. 37.3.

Posthumus, Lourens, 1:j2.

Pottersville, N. J., Church of, 308.

344.

Poughkeepsie, Classis of, 114-1-1.

306.

Poughkeepsie, X. Y., First Church
of, 165, 298; Second Church of,

407.

Powles, Stephen, 124.

Powless, Margaretta B., 215.

Pratt:—
Aurelia L., 521.

Temperance, Mrs. 521.

Prattsville, N. Y., Church of, 311.

Prayer Meeting. Controversy In
Paramus, 264.

Pravers at the Centennial hv. Rev.
C. E. Crispell, 25; Rev. Ame
Vennema, 26; Rev. Anson Du-
Bois, 27.

Preakness, N. J., Church of, 87,

265. 425.

Predestination. 67.

Presbyterian Church, The. 562.

Presbyterian General Assembly
276.

Princess Anne, Maryland, Presby-
terian Church of, 410.

Princeton College or College of
New Jersey, 188, 254, 285, 315, 377.

424, 481.

Princeton Theological Seminary,
236, 335, 336, 409, 422, 424, 431. 481

526.

Program of Centennial Exercises,
17-22.

Protestant Episcopal Church, The,
117, 119, 253.

Protestant Methodist Church. The,
119.

Protestant Reformed Church of the
Netherlands. 7S.

Publication, see Board of.

PuUis, \V. W., Jr., 445.
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Pulpit, Primitive at Saddle River,
319.

Pultneyville, N. Y.. Holland
Church of, 474.

Pursell, Isaac, 4ST.

Pvle:—
Paul, 133.

Pauline, 472.

Quackenbos, Rynier A., 303.

Quackenbush:

—

Abram, A., 130.

James N., 134.

Jane, 370.

Peter. 132, lES, 1C9, 370, 446, 44S,

554, 560.

Quadland. Jacob, 133. 472.

Queen's College, 43, ot!, 163, 164, 237,

295, 359; See also Rutger's Col-
lege.

Queen's University, 562.

Quick:

—

Rev. Peter J., 112, 115, 136. 141-144,

280, 405; sketch of life, 282.

Teunis. 214.

R
Racine, ^Vis., Presbvterian Church

of, 236.

Ralston, Rev. Edward S., 121, 131,

142: sketch of life, 425-427.

Ramapo. N. J. : Church of, 326-336;

elders attending Classis. li;S,

129; elders attending Synod,
137, 138: mentioned, 33, 35, 44,

50, 65, 87, 106, 107, 109, 111, 114-116,

119-121, 250. 304-306, 517, 519; par-
sonage, 332; pastoral record,
142; secession in, 330, :331 : sep-
aration from West New Hemp-
stead, 332: statistics concern-
ing, 145, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152,

Ramsey:

—

David P., 332.

Peter R., 332.

Ramseys. N. J., Church of, 517-519;

elders attending Classis, 134:

mentioned, 107, 109, 119, 269, 335;

pastoral record, 143; statistics
concerning, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152.

Randlett:—
Rev. Asa, 459.

Jacob. 459.

Ranson, Alfred, 528.

Rapelje, Rev. Daniel, 480.

Raritan, Classis of, 112, 118-121, 272,

454, 532.

Raritan, N. J., Church of, SO.

Raymond, Rev. Andrew V. V..
sketch of life and ministry, 366.

Rederus:

—

Rev. Francis, 118, 143; sketch of
life, 505, 506.

Rev. Sipko, 110, 118.

Reformed Church, The, dependent
on Holland, 39; divided on
Education, 40; independent,
42 44; mentioned, 38, 58, 59, 61,

62,' 68. 69. .1, 73, 99, 122, 144, 157, 197,

201, 226, 228, 237, 330, 338, 340, 435,

445, 454, 465, 548, 560, 564; planted
on American shores, 37, 44;

rapid growth, 37; struggle over
ordination, 40; union of 1772,

42; in United States, 72.

Reformed Church in America, 13,

73, 115, 150, 203, 278, 287, 441, 460,

500, 548, 565, 566.

Reformed Dutch Church, 57, 63, 66,

67, 94, 157, 166, 403, 430.

Reformed Episcopal Church, 119,

461.

Reformed Faith, The, :37.

Reformed Protestant, Dutch
Church in America, 78, 444.

Regenboog, Johanis, 133.

Reinhout, Mr.. 510..

Reitmulder, G. A., supply at Lodi
with false credentials, 441, 442.

Religious Freedom in New Jersey
ancient documents, 88, 90.

Rensselaer, Classis of, 112, 114-117,

119-121. 184, 323, 422.

Reports to Classis, 145.

Reurind, Jan., 133.

Revolutionary war, 34, 45, 46, 248.

Revivals: Clarkstown, 280; Hack-
ensack. 160: Lodi, 526; New
Jersey under Frelinghuysen, 39;

Paramus, 34, 255, 257: Pier-
mont, 2:]S; Tappan, 238.

Rhenish Missionary Society, 442.

Rhinebeck, N. Y., Church of, i;71.

420.

Rhinehart. Lettie, 288.

Richmond, Mrs. Edwin J., 478, 479,

Riddle. James, 523.

Ridgewood. N. J.:

—

Baptist Church of. 516.

Church of. 513-516: elders at-

tending Classis, 134; elders at-

tending Synod, 139; mentioned,-
107, 109, 565: pastoral record.
143, 144; statistics, 146, 148, 149.

151, 152,

Methodist Episcopal Church of,

516.

Protestant Episcopal Church of,.

.513.

Riker, Jacob, 124.

Riley, John, 127.

Ritzema, Rev. Johannes, 294,

Robinson, John, S3.

Roberts:

—

Edward, 478.

Paul, 15.

Rochester. Monroe Co., N, Y. : Hol-
land Church of, 435: Second
Church of, 202.

Rochester, T'lster Co.. N. Y.,

Church of, 164, 282.

Rockland County. 203. 275.

Rockland Female Institute, 407.

Roll of Classis in 1800. 35; from
1S«) to 1900. 114-121.

Roll of Churches, 107.

Romaine, Albert A., 134.

Romer, Henry. 370,

Romeyn:—
Rev. Dirck, 140, 141, 254: instruc-

tor of Froeligh, 165: Professor
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107, 121,

^02. 503.

431, 450, 452,

479, 482, 483,

of Theology and rouiuit-i- nf
Union College', liil: sketch of
life, 163, 1(J4.

Rev. James, 55, 29G.

Rev. James V. C, .57, 58, lti5, 234,

420; leader against Froeligh, 53.

Romyn, Jan., 248.

Rosendale, N. Y., Church of, 239.

288.

Rot. William H., 555.

Roosevelt, James C, (53.

Ronlofson, Cornelius, 1G7.

Row:

—

Christiana, 23?.

John, 131, 381, 395, 396.

William. 131, 384, 395, 397.

Royoefield, N. J.. 526.

Rozenboom, Bart, 498.

Ruigh, Rev. D. Cornelius,
143, 496; sketch of life,

Rutgers College, 43, 194, 197, 199, 201,

230, 238, 265-267, 281-283, 285-288,

295, 311, 319, 321, 322, 342, 344, 346,

354-356, 359, 362, 366 394, 397, 398,

4C5, 407, 420, 421, 423,

454, 460, 461, 466, 467,

488, 508. 532, 534, 539.

Rutgers, Henry, 63.

Rutgers Scientific School, 3G6.

Rutherford, N. J., Baptist Church
of, 542.

Rutte, Rev. J. M
Rutsen, Cathrine,
Ryder, A., 127.

Ryer, Michael, 138, 31

Ryerson:

—

Rev. Ahram G.,

Caty, 370.

Francis, 290.

George, 390.

George I., 370.

Ira, 130, i;]8, 390

Jacob, 131. 291.

Jacob, 397.

John G., 299.

Jane, 370.

Jane I., 370.

John D., 370.

John F. 370.

John G., 370.

Mary, 370.

Richard, 370.

Ryer, 29ii.

Sabbath School talk of, 151.

Saboroweski. Albert, First of the
Zabriskies, 242.

iSaddle River, N. J.: Church of, 313-

325; customs of the past. 325;

difflcultv with singing, 316; ed-
ifices, 250, .314, 319, 322. .323; elders
attending Classis, 125. 127, 128;

elders attending Synod. 138; en-
rolled, 45; incorporated, 260,

316; legacies, 325; mentioned,
49, 61, 70, 87 106, 107, 109, 114, 115,

117, 119. 120,' 124, 129, 251, 259-261,

263, 348-353; pastoral record, 141,

144; relations with Paramus,
106, 313. 314. 316. 317, 250, 262; re-

435, 508, 509.

340.

334.

lalions Pascack, 3is, :;i9, 349;

statistics concerning, 1)6, 14S,

149, 151, 152.

Sage Lilirary, luO.

Saintsbury, Critic and Historian,
453.

Salyer, ?[enry, 518.

Sand Beach, N. Y.. Church of, 266,

see Owasco, Outlet.
Sandford;—
Ferdinand V., 129, 1:38.

John, 132.

Perrigrine, 370.

San Diego, Cal., First Presljyterian
Church of, 463.

Sandy Hill, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 482.

Saratoga, Classis of, 117, 119, 568.

Saugerties, N. Y., Church of 197.

Saun, Albert V., 299.

Saure, Elizabeth, 551.

Sayville, N. Y., Church of, 443.

Schaghticoke, N. Y., Presbyterian
Church of, 346.

Schenectady, Classis of, 119, 120.

Schenectady, N. Y., Church of, 47,

164, 244, 296; Second Church ot,

463, 534.

Schenck;—
Rev. Ferdinand S., 21, 112, 118, 136,

141; centennial address by, 94,

sketch of life, 285.

Maria L., 238.

Rev. Martin L., 2Su.

Schisms, 65, 185, 191, 509.

Schodack Landing, N. Y., Church
of, 334, 413, 549, 550.

Schoemaker, George, 397.

Schoharie, Classis of, 421.

Sclioharie, N. Y., Church of, 423,

466.

Schooley, Grant, 543.

Schoonmaker ;—
Rev. Henricus, 35, 106, 113, 114,

140, 141, 144; ministry at To-
towa, 181; sketch of life, 180-

183
Rev.' Jacob, 63, 110. 114, 183.

James, 124.

Schraalenburgh, N. J.:

—

Church of, 33, 34, 39, 41, 44, 49-51,

53, 57, 58, 62, 64, 66, 87, 106-109, 114,

122, 164, 234, 244, 245, 251, 348, 539;

edifices erected, 160; elders at-
tending Synod, 137; organized,
160; pastoral record, 141; sta-
tistics, 145, 146, 148. 149, 151; see
Hackensack and Schraalen-
burgh.

North and South Churches of.

54, 157.

Schut, George, 1.32.

Schuyler:

—

Arent, 249.

Catharine, 231.

Rev. Johannes. 164.

Rev. John, 294.

Nicholas. 231.

Scott. John M., 338.

Scudder:— «

Jane, 281.

Rev. John. 281.

Rev. Joseph, 401.

Seamen, Henry, 456.
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Searle, Rev. Samuel T., 395.
"Seceders", ti7.

Secession, 54, 59, 63, 65, 66, 71, 87,

165, 106, 185, 190, 304, 330.

Secession of 1822: Cause of, 51;
crisis of, 59; memorial in rela-
tion to, 265; precedents, 54;
report on to Synod, 60; results
of, 66.

Second River, N. J., Church of, 44,

S7, 171, 172, see Belleville.
Seibert:

—

Rev. George, 120, 140, 144; sketch
of life, 539-541.

Rev. George G., 112, 120, 136, 144;
sketch of life, 541.

Selyns, 86, 87.

Servant, Jacob, 303.

Serven, James H., 312.

Servern:

—

Abraham, 128.

Garret, 128, 137.

Settlers at Acquackanonk, 167:

at Paramus, 242; at Tappan.
205; at Totowa, 290.

Sf vmour:

—

Mr. and Mrs. H. H., 416, 417.

Louise, 417.

M. S. 429.

Shatzel, Anna Maria, 234.

Shaw. Rev. Charles D., 15.

Sherwood:

—

Harvey, 468.

Henrv, 456, 457
Henrv L., 128, 132, 138, 458, 467.

Isaac L., 128, 137, 456.

Levi, 306.

Shokan, X. Y., Church of, 319.

Shreve, Benjamin, 517.

Sickles:—
Rev. Jacob, 63.

Martha, 416.

William, 124, 138.

Sie, (See) Pieter, 222.

Simmons:

—

Henry T., 123, 130, 137.

James, 123.

Sincock, N. Y., Church of, 184.

Sip:—
Cornelius, 123.

Jannetje. 373.

John, 123, 137.

John I., 123.

Slade, Anna H., 15
Six Mile Run, X. J., Church of.

329.

summon:

—

Haddon, 1.34.

H. W. 561.

Smit:—
Berend H., 132, 4.39.

Rev. John (Jan.), 110, 112, 119.

143; sketch of life. 499.

Smith:—
Abraham P., 131.

Abram, 208.

Albert. 133, 496.

Albin M., Sr., 448, 449.

Andrew, 133, 468.

Mrs. Cora A., Missionary to
ISIountain Whites, 516.

Cornelius, 303.

Cornelius J., 124, 137.

Cornelius T., 131, 403, 404.

David D., 131. 138. 140, 406, 409.

Garret G.. 127, 370.

Gerrel, 303.

Gerrit, 209.

Henry, 133, 467, 468.

Henry A., 129.

Isaac P., 131.

James, 124.

Jan, 472.

Jan. H., 133.

Johannes, 303.

John E., 132.

John H., 133.

Lambert, (Ariaensen), 226.

Lammert A., 208.

Lena. 208.

Rev. Marshall B., 95, 109, 117, 119,

136, 143, 469, 467, 477, 484; sketch,
of life, 460-461.

Peter, 126, 1.31, 137, 403, 405.

Petrus C, 127.

Pieterje, 208.

Richard, 133, 467.

Tryntje, 208.

Tunis. 403, 405, 406, 410.

\V. Parker, 468.

Smythe. Rev. George H., 489.

Snow, Mrs. ^V. 553.

Snyder:

—

Andrew, 130.

George I., 127.

Jacob, 127, 324.

John, 370.

John J., 130.

Somerville, N. J., First Church.
of, 423; Grammar School at,

309, 423.

Sontag. Charles, H. R., 134, 529.

South Bound Brook, X. J., Church
of, 423.

South Bushwick, X. Y.. Church of.

410.

Souun Hampton, Pa., Church of,

283, 431.

Spaulding:

—

Rev. Arthur, 121; sketch of life.

199.

Rev. Cyril, 199.

Spear:—
John A., 123.

John T., 132, 445.

Tunis I., 130.

Spears, John Hendrick, 167.

Speer, Henry, 123.

Spencer:—
Charles D., 544, 545, 546.

Lucius F., 544.

Spencertown. X'. Y., Presbyterian.
Church of, 451.

Spiritual Declension, A result of
Secession, 67.

Spoer, Rev. Hans H., 110, 121.

Sprakers, X. Y., Church of, 407.

Springsteel, S. C. 370.

Springteen:—
Barbara, 217.

Casper, 207, 217, 219, 220, 221, 222.

Johannes, 217.

Spring Valley, X. Y:—
Church of, 456-471: debt liqui-

dated, 470; edifices. 457;;
elders and deacons, 467, 468;

elders attending Classis. 132,

133; elders attending Synod.
138; Incorporation of, 418;
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mtntioneil. 107. 109. 117-119.

307: pastoral record. 143;

societies. 4(K, 469; statistics
concorningr. 14C, 148. 149. 151, 152;

wine at the Lord's Supper. 470,

471; I'nion Saltbath School at.

307.

Sproul. Thomas. i:9.

Sproiill. James A.. 133.

Spurgeon. Charles H. Rev., 541,

542.

Stage. John. 158.

Stage :-
Isaac. 130.

Isaac I.. 370. 373.

John. 370.

'I'homas. 131.

William, 370.

William I.. .373. 374.

St. Andrews College, 3S2.

Stanley. Elizabeth. 427.

Stanton. X. J.. Church of, 52S.

Stated Clerks of Classis. 109.

Staten Island. X. Y., Church of.

44. 3:0.

Statesir. Rev. Benjamin T., 118,

141: sketch of life, b09, :ilO.

Statistical T.ibles. Baptism and
SaV)l)ath Schools. 154; candi-
dates ordained, 112; classical
representation on Boards of
the Church, 139; communi-
cants, increase and loss. 148;

communicants, unreported loss-
es. 149: contributions. 152;
delegates Board of Superin-
tendents. 139; elders attending
Classis. 121-134; elders attend-
ing General Synod, 137-139:
families increase and loss. 146;

first report to Classis. 50. 145;
long pastorates. 144: meetings
of Classis. 109: ministers at-
tending General Synod. V',o;

minutes of Classis. 109; pas-
toral record of the Churches,
140, 144; roll of Classis in 1800,

106: roll of Classis from 1800 to
1900 inclusive, 114-121: roll of
Classis in 1900, 107; stated
clerks. 109.

Steele. Rev. John. 117. 142. 423;
sketch of life. 362-366.

Steenland. Marinus. 133, 512.

Stek. Johannes. 248.

Stephens:

—

Abraham. .391.

Abraham B.. 126.

Henry R., 1:6.

Stevens:

—

Henry R.. 137.

James. 128.

Peter T.. 126.

Stehhen C. 127.

Steven. 456.

Stevenson:^
Rev. John M. . 557. 558. 559.

Mrs. John M.. 557.

Stewart:

—

Edwin. 131.

Rev. James W., 115. 136. 142. 342.

John. 131.

Steynmets:

—

Casparis, 215.

Gerrit. 2(J6, 215.

Stillwell:—
Rev. Aaron L., 532..

Rev. John L.. 119. KG. 144; sketch
of life, 532.

Stitt. Rev. William C, 118. 13C.

142, 426. 427; sketch of life, 424,

425.

St. Johnsville, X. Y., Church of,

308.

St. Louis. Presliytery of, 431.

Stone Church, X. Y., Congrega-
tional Church or, 355.

Stone House Plains, X. J., Church
of, 87, 309, 376, 377, 383.

Storm:

—

Aeltje. 221.

David, 221.

Dirck, 208, 212, 221, 226, 227.

Gregoris, 221.

Hendric, 352.

Maria, 221.

Pieter, 221.

Pietronella, 221.

Storms:—
Albert C, 126.

Albert H., 273.

Edwin R., 519.

Henrv C, 126.

John J.. 130.

Straat. Dirck, 208, 222.

Stratemaker, Dirck, 215.

Jan. 206, 215, 216.

Tryntje. 207, 215.

Strayer, Joshua, 543.

Streng. Rev. Samuel, 112, 118, 136,

141; sketch of life, 286.

Strong:—
Catherine H., 481.

Cornelia ^\. 478. 481.

Mrs. Cornelia W., 481.

Elizabeth G.. 481.

Rev. J. Pascal. Ifi9. 116. 1:36. 140.

143. 444, 445, 446, 475: ministry at
Acquackanonk, 194-197; re-
vivals under, 195: sudden
death, 480; sketch of life, 478-

481.

Mason R., 481.

Rev. Thomas M.. 194. 479.

Stroudsburg. Pa., Presbyterian
Church of. 377.

Struvke. John. 133.

St. Thomas. W. I., Church of, 405,

534.

Stypers, Catrina, 220.

Suart. Adolph, 127.

Suffern:

—

James. 332.

John. 128. 328. 329. 331.

Superintendents. Board of. Dele-
gates to. 1.39.

Suspensions. 186, 191. 22S.

Susquehanna Collegiate Institute.
551.

Sutphen:—
Josephine. 462.

Rev. Paul F.. 4G3.

Surrender of the Colonv to the
English, 38.

Suydam. Rev. J. Howard. 4S0.

Swin. Peter, 259. 260.
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Synod; First Pi-ovincial of Hol-
land, 78; Provisional of Amer-
ica, 55; of Amsterdam, 364;
of Dort, 78; of North Holland,
41.

Sj'racuse, N. Y.. Church of, 405.

Table of Contents, 7.

Talema, (or Talman):—
Dirckje, 215.

Tennis D., 214.

Tallman:—
Abraharri, 131, 1.38, 403, 404, 405.

Andrew, 127, 138.

Andrew A. I., 467.

Andrew I., 128, 132
Isaac, 132, 467.

Isaac I., 126, 137.

Peter, 126, 133, 138, 468.

Tunis, 152, 467.

Talman, Teunis, 206, 208, 222.

Talmage:

—

David, 270.

Rev. David M., 119, 136, 141;
sketch of life, 287.

Rev. G. Edwin, 537.

Rev. Goyn, 118, 136, 138, 140, 141,

446, 481, 496, 513, 517; sketch of
life, 97, 270-272.

Rev. John V. N., 287, 519.

Tappan, N. Y.:—
Census at beginning of 18th cen-
tury, 207.

Church of, 203-241; bi-centennial,
240; edifices, 225, 226, 235; elders
attending Classis, 124; elders
attending Synod, 137; lands
held by, 226, 229; men-
tioned, 33, 35, 39, 44, 48, 50
87, 97, 106, 107, 109, 114, 117, 119
120, 145, 158, 243, 274. 276, 278, 286,

348, 379, 416; pastoral record
141, 144; relations with Clarks-
town, 229; revival in, 238
statistics concerning, 146, 148,
149, 151, 152.

Historic events associated with.
230.

Patent and patentees of, 20.5.

Tarrytown, N. Y., Church of, 217,

218, 222-224; Second Church of,
346.

Tattersall, Christopher, 529.

Taylor:—
Aaron, 58, 129, 339.

Rev. Benjamin C, 46. 115, 136,

140, 187; sketch of life, 186-188.

Edward, 128.

Rev. Weslev, 110. 116.

Telgen, William, 133, 496.

Tenafiy, N. J., Presbvterian
Church of. 344.

Terhune:—
Abraham J., 128.

Abram J.. 107.

Albert, :314, 370.

Albert A., 131.

Albert J., 318.

Albert T., 317.

Calvin, Vii.

Rev. Edward P., 200, 488.

Henry, 316.

Henry A., 123.

Henry S., 125.

Herman, 128, 138, 321, 324.

Jacob, 122.

Jacob A., 125.

John, 122.

John N., 123, 133, 138, 140, 475.

Mrs. John N., 478.

Mary, 370.

Nicholas, 123.

Stephen, 370.

Steven, 248.

Thomas, 130, 370, 378.

Tesschenmaeker, Rev Peter, 47,

86, 87, 140, 158, 167, 168.

Teunis, Grietje, 211.

Theological Professorate, Founded,
55, 466.

Theological Seminary, 45, 49, each
seminary is indexed by its
name.

Three Bridges, N. J., Church of,

288. 550.

Thomas:

—

Rev. Eugene E., 120.

John, 128.

Thompson:

—

Aaron J., 454.

Rev. Abraham, 454.

Ackerson, 134.

Rev. Alexander R., 477, 485.

Anna de F., 454.

Rev. Augustus C, 418.

Rev. Elias Wortman, 6, 14, 107, 121

136, 139, 143, 444, 446, 449, 564, 566.

567; sketch of life, 453-455.

Rev. Henrv P., 454.

Rev. John B., 423, 454.

Joseph, 454.

Rev. William I. 454.

Thomson:—
John, 453.

Juda, 454.

Thorburn. S. Grant, 548, 549, 553.

Tindall, Alice W., 491.

Tinkey, John, 304, see also 128

where the name is erroneously
printed Ijinkey.

Tjnrcksen, Paulus, 208.

Todd:—
Rev. Augustus F.. 117, 130, 14;

,

426; sketch of life. 423, 424.

Cornelius, 132.

Rev. John A., 423.

Rev. William N., 119, 142; sketch
of life, 322, 323.

Toll, Rev. John C 59.

Tollman, Dowah I., 13i.

Tolman:—
Dowah J.. 126.

Teunis T.. 35, 106.

Tunis J., 124.

Tomason, Urian, 107.

TompkinsvlUe, N. Y., Church of,

405.

Totowa, N. J. :

—

A preaching station. 291.

Church of, 290-303; corporate
title of, 299; divided, 301;

elders attending Classis, 122.

123, 125, 127; elders attending
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Synod. 137: mentioned, 33, 35,

44. 49. 50, 08. 87. 106. 107. 109. 114.
304. 327. 357. 3«9. 370; organized.
17S. 193; pastoral record, 141;
relations with Acquackanonck
and Pompton, 178, 180-182, .98,
with Paramus, 2G4. 265, 299, 300;
statistics concerning, 145, 146,
148. 149. 151.

First Church of, 357-368; consis-
tory of, 362; edifices, 358, 363.
365; elders attending Classis,
130; elders attending Syni>d,
138; location. 357; mentioned,
106. 107. 109. 115-117, 127. 299. 320.
374. 444. 445; pastoral recora.
142; statistics concerning. 146.
148. 149. 151, 152; transferred to
Classis of Passaic, 363.

Second Church of, 369-402; co'--
porate title, 373, 375; edifices
built and repaired, 372. 380-38'
389, 390. 396: elders attending
Classis, 130. 131; attending
Synod. 138: Hopper Contro-
versy, in. 384. 3SS; mentioned,
68.^ 107. 109. 115, 116, 1.9, 120. 234.
1^96. 357, 554; organization, 68,
369-371; pastoral record, 142,
144; pews and pew owners!
3?3, 391: Sabbath School and
other societies. 399. 400; sig-
nificant extracts from consis-
torial minutes. 390, 391; statis-
tics concerning, 146, 148, 149, 151,
l32. 400; trustees, 374, 391

Toronto, Ont., Model School of
562.

Trading posts, centers of Colonia'
Churches. 84.

Trenton Academy. 461.
Triangle, used Instead of bell 390
Troost. John, 123.
Troy, Presbytery of, 118. 409
True Reformed Dutch Church the

oO. 56. 59. 66. 67. 157. 232. 433, 472:
of Acquackanonck, 186-' of
Paramus, 264, 265; of Monsev,
S(H.

Trustees: Second Church of To-
towa. 373. 374: State law relat-
ing to, 374, 375.

Tulbagh. Classis of. 44S.
Turcksen. Paulus, 223.
Turin, Presbytery of. 423.
Tyng. Rev. Stephen II. Jr'. 4U

U
lesep. Xeth.. Church of, 506
Lister. Classis of. 94, 112, 114-119

121.

Union College. 164. 192. 239. 320 331
342. 366. 409, 525, 534. 567.

Union Theological Seminarv, m
346, 3C7. 451, 485, 525, 547, 551.

Union Village. X. Y., Church of,
366. 407, 409.

Unionville, X. Y.. Church of. 3 9
:J46.

University of the Citv of Xew
York, 236, 359, 397, 462, 540.

University of Pennsylvania, 360,
419, 425.

Utica, X. Y.. Church of, 345.

Utrecht University, 47.

Vacation, Pastoral, early provision
for, ISO.

Valentine:

—

Brewster. 424.

I'avid. Ii9.

Mart. 370.

Richard. 336.

Valleau Cemetery, 249.
^'alleau:—Magdalen, Donor of land

to Paramus Church. 248; tra-
dition of burial, 249.

\ an Aele, Hendrick, 248.
Van Allen:—
Maria, 370.

Peter, 370.

Peter I., 370.

Van Antwerp:—
Cornelius. 124.

Simon. 404.

Wandel. 124.

Van Arsdale:—
Rev. Ellas B., 110, 120, 450.
Rev. X'athaniel Hixon. 107. 119,

136, 140, 143, 395, 446, 449, 554, 555,
560; sketch of life, 452, 453.

Van Aulen:

—

Lucas, 370.

Peter. 370.

Van Blarcom:

—

Abraham, 199.

Ann. 370.

Anthony. 370.

James. 130.

Jane. 416.

Johannes, 293.

John, 125. 1.30, 190, 299.
Martin. :370.

Mary. 370.

Van Bussum:

—

Peter. 12.3.

Philip, 181.

Van Cleef. Rev. Paul D.. 330.
Van Dalsen, William, 124, 137.
Van Dalssen. Jan, 212, 227.
Vanden Bleyker. Jan. 472.
Vanden Bork, Cornelius. 472.
Vandenburgh. Rev. Louis. 121, 142;

sketch of life, 336.
Van Den Houten, Willem. 1.32.

Vanderbeck. Conradus, 246.
Van Der Beck, Harmon. 12.5.

Van Derbilt:—
Jacob. 124. 126.

John J.. 126.

Van der Bleyker. Jacob, 13.3.

Van der Houten:

—

Willem. 434.

William. 132.

Vander Linde. Rev. Benjamin. 141.
ltJ5. 229. 303. 314, 315. 326. 327. 329;
Call described. 247; place of
burial. 252; sketch of life, 246.
251.

Van Der Kooi. Jacob, 133, 512.
Van der Plaat. Johannes. 132.
Van der Stad, Mattheus, 133.
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Vanderveer:

—

Rev. Cyrus G., 110, 112, 116, 346.

Rev. Ferdinand H., 116, 136, 139,

142-144, 412, 444, 517; described,
95; sketch of life, 342, 343, 346.

Van Dervoort, Rev. John C, 115,

136, 139, 142, 382, 504; sketch of
life, 359.

Vanderwart:

—

Rev. Herman, 43S.

Hetty, 419.

Van Deventer Rev. John C, 109,

119, 136, 139, 141, 142, 392, 395, 519;

ministry in Paramus, 272;

sketch of life, 411-413.

Van de Vrede:

—

Cornells, 132, 4::9.

Pieter, 132, 439.

Van Dien:

—

Albert, 248.

Garret G., 514.

Garret H., 125.

Richard, 124.

Van Doren;

—

Rev. Isaac, 430.

Rev. John L. 431.

Rev. Luther H., 431.

Rev. William H., 116, 136, 143, 421.

429; sketch of life, 430, 431.

Rev. William T., 116, 136, 142, 194,

306; sketch of life, 332, 33.3.

Van Driessen:

—

Rev. Johannes, SO, 140, 141

291; sketch of life, 174-176
suit of ministry, 175.

Mrs. Johannes. Remarkable re-
freshments at obsequies of, 176.

Rev. Petrus, 174.

Van Dyck:—
Engeltje, 221.

Thomas, 221.

Van Dyke:

—

Cornelius C, 134.

H. J., 501.

Van Emaus:—
Jacob, 501.

Tunis, 107, 133.

Van Emburgh, Stephen T., 273.

Van Ess:—
John, 370, 372.

S. Y., 370.

Vaneyher, Garrett H., 318.

Van Gieson:—
Rev. Acmon P., 200.

Dierk, £91.

Hendrick, 161.

Van Haagen:—
Rev. Henry C, Til, 144; sketch
of life, .551.

Rev. John, 551.

A^an Hassel, Huibert, 132, 133.

Van Heest:—
Cornelius, 498.

Corstiaan, 133. 349.

Peter, 133, 439, 505.

Van Hoorn, Parent, 248.

Van Horn:—
Abram, 332.

Daniel, 370.

Van Houte:—
Cornelius, 248.

Garret, 293.

Jacob, 291.

245,

re-

Raelof, 248.

Van Houten:

—

Aaron A., 123.

Abraham R., 370.

Abram, 123.

Adrian. 299.

Adrian R., 130, 370-372, 374.

Albert, 130.

Ann, 370.

Annetje, 207. 210.

A. Zabriskie, 107, 133, 475, 476, 478,

490, 495.

Mrs. A. Z., 490.

Catherine, 223, 370, 378.

Claes, 208.

Cornelius, 123.

Elizabeth, 370.

Garrabrant, 1£3, 130, 299, 370-373.

Garrett, 128, 178, 303.

Gerritje, 207. 218.

Halmagh, 290.

Helmich, 291.

Herman, 312.

Jacob, 299.

John H., 129, 130.

John R.. 372.

Margaret, 370.

Nicholas, 128.

Ralph, £90. 370.

Richard, 124, 128, 130. 137, 370, :376

399.

Sarah, 370.

Robert, 293.

Roelof, 208, 223.

Roelof Cornelissen. 373.

Teunis. 206, 20S, 210, 223.

Van Iderstine:—
Henrv. 123, 445.

John S., 123, 137.

Peter H., 107, 134, 529.

Van Kampen, Rev. Isaac, 107, 112.

120,, 136. 142, 313, 336; sketch of
life, 323, 324.

Van Keuren, Rev. Benjamin. 115,

136, 142; sketch of life, 341.

Van Leeuwen. Rev. William. 496.

Van Nest, Abraham, 63.

Van Neste:^
Alfred Wikoff, 516.

Rev. George J., 117, 1-36, 141, 423;

sketch of life, 308.

Rev. John A., 107, 110, 111, 112.

118, 136, 143. 144, 513, 542, 564-566;

sketch of life, 514-516.

Van Norden, Andrew, 370.

Van Nostrand:

—

Amanda, 414.

Garret, 131. 138, 140, 414.,

Van Oostenbrugge, Martin, 133.

Van Orden:—
Andrew, 468.

Rev. John S., lin, 120.

Peter S., 107, 127, 133, 13S, 468.

Sophia, 370.

Van Pelt. Rev. Daniel, 21, 112. 118.

143, 4.59, 467; centennial address
bv, 77; sketch of life, 464, 465.

Van Pelts. Rev. Peter. 298.

Van Raalte. Rev. Albertus C. 440.

Van Raetsvelt. Anna. 212.

Van Reen. Peter. 132.

Van Rensselaer. The Patroon. 174.

Van Ripen. Richard. 181.
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Van Riper:—
AlTraham, 123.

Cornelius, (M. 1).) 475, 4TH.

Cornelius G., 12;!, V.u.

Frederick, TjS.

Garret 1., 12:1, 137.

Harman, 125.

Harnon G., i:JO.

John G., 123.

John T., 495.

Richard, 123.

Uriah, 172.

\'an Rype, Fredericlv, 249.

\'an Rypen, Harmon, 125.

\'an Ryper:—
Frederick, 125.

George, 123.

Van Saun:—
Isaac, 122.

John I., 12G.

Samuel A., 130, 37G, 3S2.

Samuel J., 129.

Van Slyke, Wilberforce, 107, 131.

Van Yarick, Rev. Rudolphus, l-lO,

persecution of, 47; supply at
Hackensack, 5S.

Van Vorst:—
Annetje I., 207, 216, 220.

Iden, 206, 21(1.

Van VVagenen, William, iGS..

Van Wagening, Henry G. Jr., 373.

Van Wageninge, John, 505.

Van Wagoner:

—

Andrew H., 131, 564.

Cornelius, 370.

Cornelius S.. 130, :571, 372, .378 382,

3S6, 399

Peter H., 131, 396, S97.

Van Winckel, Simon, 291.

Van Winkle:

—

Cornelius, 123, 125, 299.

Edo, 370.

Hilegont, 373.

Jacob, 181.

Jaines, 123.

John, 123.

John S., 125.

John v., 130.

Richard, 521.

Simon, 125, 137, 248.

Willing I., 123.

Van Worert, I^ewis. 429.

Van Wyck, Paul, 132.

Van Zandt:—
Abrani, 468.

Rev. Benjamin, 116, 136, 142,

founder of Rockland Female
Institute, 407; sketch of life,

407.

T.anning, 468.

V'arick, Rev. Rudolphus, 86, 87.

Veenschoten, Rev. William, 286.

Vennema, Rev. Ame, 107, 121, 136,

139, 140, 167, 551, 552; prayer by,
26: sketch of life, 201, 202.

Verbrvck—Verbrycke :—
John, i:jl.

Rev. J. Russel, 120, 142; sketch
of life, 425, 42*:.

John S., 124. 416.

Mrs. John S., 416.

Rev. Samuel, 42, 43, 141; sketch
of life, 2:^9-231; pastorate at

r'larkstown, 274; secured first

charter for Queens College, 43,

230.

William, 131.

Vernoll, Rev. Thomas Pt)well, 257;

sketch of life, 368.

Vermeule, Rev. Cornelius C,
sketch of life, 416, 418.

VerVale:-
Abraham D., l.'.l, 138, 416.

Henry, 124.

John, 126.

Vlierboom, Elizabeth, 416.

Voorhees:

—

Albert H., 122.

Rev. Henry V., 97, 117. i:!6, 142;

described, 96; sketch of life,

410.

Voorhis:—
Garret U., 132.

Mrs. Garret D., 449.

Voorleser. at Acquackanonk. 168;

at Hackensack, 158; at Tap-
pan, 227; mentioned, 48, 169,

173, 176, 177, 222, 224, 292.

Vreeland:

—

Cornelius I., 130.

Bdo E., 131, 381.

Enoch, 123.

James C, 134, 529.

John M., 123.

Co'-u'^lius. r.n, 181, 444.

Vreelandt, John James, 172.

Vroom, Rev. William H., 6, 13,

15, 20, 107, 120, 136. 139-141, 151, 242,

272, 273, 326, 397, 501, 564; Histori-
cal Discourse by, 33; sketch of
life, 272.

Vrooman, John A., 554, 555.

w
Waard, Jan., 207, 208, 218, 223.

Wade, N., 260.

Waldron:—
John D., 138.

Marretje, 206, 213.

Victor S. H., 131.

Wanamaker:

—

Adolphus, 325.

Mrs. Adolphus, 325.

Richard, 129, 336.

WaUis:—
Alexander H., 485.

M. Elizabeth, 485.

VVallkill Valley, N. Y., Church of,

283, 462.

Walpack, Pa., Church of, 269.

Warner, Rev. Alexander H., 109.

112, 115, 136, 141, 403; sketch of
life, 282.

Warnsliuis:

—

Rev. John W.. 119, 143, 500, 509;

sketch of life, 507, 508.

Livingston, 508.

Warren :

—

Dorus W., 558.

Mrs. Dorus W. , 557.

Erastus C. 468.

Warwick, N. Y.:—
Church of, 334, 347; antecedents

of, 338; dual organization in,

338; elders attending Classis,
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129; elders attending Synod,
138; incorporation of, 340,

mentioned. 50, 61, 68, 107-109, 111,

114-116, 120, 121, 565; pastoral
record, 142; Sabbath School of,

341; statistics concerning-, 146,

148, 149, 151, 152.

Presbyterian Church of, 68, 108,

129, 337-340.

AVasdyke, Garret, 512.

AVashington, Classis of, 115.

Washington. D. C..;—Gurley Me-
morial Presbyterian Church of,

425; Presbytery of, 120.

Washington, George, 24S, 297.

^^'ashingtons Headquarters at
Tappan, 216.

Wawarsing, N. Y., Church of, 164,

394.

Weekstein. 86.

AVeller, James, 208, 223.

Welles:—
Rev. Theo. W., 6, 13, 14, 16, 1U5,

107, 109, 120, 136, 139, 142, 244, 29U,

369, 392, 429, 432, 472, 517, 534. 554,

555, 557, 560, 561; sketch of life,

397-399; Statistical History by,
105-153.

Thomas, 398.

^Velllng, Thomas, 129, 138, 140.

Wells:—
Rev. Cornelius L., S9S.

Rev. Ransford, 398, 466.

Wendell, Elsie, 231.

Wentink. Kryn, 505.

Wessels:—
Catherine L. 271.

Nancv, 370.

West, Rev. Jacob, 116, 136, 142, 310,

514; sketch of life, 421.

Westbrook, Rev. Cornelius D., 63.

Westchester, Classis of, 117, 120,

347, 526, 550.

West Coxsackie, N. Y., Church of.

288.

Westdvke, Teunis, 132.

Westfleld, N. J., Presbyterian
Church of, 362.

Westerhoff :

—

Jacob, 133.

J. \V., 501.

Westerlo, N. Y., Church of, 3:^3.

\\'estervelt:

—

Abraham, 35, 106, 12o.

Albert, 125.

Cornelius, 122, 293, 370.

Cornelius J., 372.

Daniel, 125, 137, 260.

David, 123.

James, 128.

James P., 130, i::!2. 445.

John, 58, 128.

John D., 137.

John R., 122, 126, 259.

Jurien, 161.

Luke, 373.

Peter A., 125, 261
Rev. Ralph, 110, 114.

I'riah, 290.

Warner W., 138.

Westhoven, Jacob, 107, 131.

Western Reserve College, 450.

Western Theological Seminary,
466.

West New Hempstead, N. Y. :—
Church of, 303-312; elders at-
tending Classis, 128; elders at-
tending Synod, 137; mentioned,
30, 33, 44, 49, 65, 87, 1(16, 107, 109,

111, 114, 115, 117, 119-121, 232, 347,
456-458, 460, 467; pastoral record,
141, 144; relations with Ramapo,
304-306, 329-332; statistics con-
cerning, 146, H8. 149, 151, 152.

Westwood, N. J., Church of, 287.

Wey, Frans, 208, 223.

We.venberg, Garret, 133, 496.

Wheeler. John, 338.

Whitehead:—
Alice C, 485.

Edwin H., 485, 490.

Henrv C, 485, 490.

Rev. Jos. H., 6, 14, 107, 119, 136,

140, 143, 200, 475, 481, 535, 548, 550,

551, 552, 554, 555, 560, 566; sketch
of life, 484. 485.

Josephine, 485, 491, 492.

Lilian L., 485.

White House, N. J., Church of,

270.

WHiitney, Isaac, 128, 456, 457.

Whiton, William H., 417, 424.

Whritenour, Edward, 134.

Wickham, William, 338.

Wiggins, Rev. Ebenezer, 109, 112,.

115, 136, 139, 142; sketch of life,

359, 360.

\\'illiam and Mary, 47.

William, The Silent, :393.

William, The Third, 90, :394.

Williams:—
Charles, 426.

P. H., 549.

William L., 132, 138, 448.

Williams College, 421, 422, 485.

Williamson:

—

Cornelius, 238.

Isaac V. D., 238.

Rev. WiUiam H., 119, 136, 141, 236;

sketch of life, 238, 239.

Willocks, George. 290.

Wills, Thomas, 259.

Wilmington, Del:—
First Presbyterian Church of,

481; Church of, 481.

Wilson:—
Rev. Ferdinand S., 537.

Peter, 251.

Rev. Peter Q., 513.

Winants, Rev. Walter, 110, 120.

Windhower, Jan., 498.

Winfleld, Rev. Aaron B., 116, 136,

139, 141, 242, 4::;0; sketch of life.

266. 267.

Winship, Russell C, and Mrs. R.
C, 478.

Winter:

—

Albert Z., 127, 138, 324.

Andrew, 129, 138.

Andrew J., 107. 129, 336.

Garret H., 107, 126, 273.

John, 332.

John A., 129.

Winters. Joseph P., 273.

Wisconsin, Classis of, 118

Wisner, James, 129, 138.

Witman, Jacob, 131.
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\VoeIfs, Anin'tji", Jdti, I'lT.

Wodd :—
Aliraham C. 107. U'T.

KlK-nczer, 235, liSO.

Jac'ol), 2V2.

Jc)s.-i)h. -l.'itl.

\\(.(>illiull. Uvv. Dr., :!77.

VVcods William, V'A.

Woodstock. N. v.. Church of, :!:!2.

V/ormscr. Kcv. William. IIJ. 119.

113. 499. 'J09: sketch of life. 507.

Worsliii), Primitive, in Bergen Co.,
S..

^^ortend\ke:

—

A bram "a., 130.

A. C. 478. 495.

Albert, 350.

C. A., 498.

I'rederick F., 130.

Frederick P., 129.

Garret F., 130, 138.

Isaac, 126, 513.

Jacob, 127.

James F. 130, 13S.

Matze, 349.

I'eiei P., 353.

Wortendyke, N. J. :—
Christian Reformed Church of,

501

Holland Church of, 49IJ-503; eld-
ers attending Classis, 1m,
nitntioned, 72, 73, 98, 107, 119-121;

pastoral record, 143; statistics,

140, 148, 149, 151, 152.

I'hc words "2 at Wortendyke"
sliould be inserted after Hemp-
siead in the 11th line of page
ICO.

^Vortman. Rev. Denis, 453.

Wvnkoop:

—

Re^- Jefferson, 112, 115, 136, 141,

142, 192, 371, 376; ministry at
Ramapo, 331; ministry at
West New Hempstead, 304, 305.

Johannes, 245, 246.

Wurts. George, Ode to the Old
Clock by, 364.

Wurtsboro, N. . Y., Church of, 423.

Wust. Rev. William C, 71, 72, 117,

123, 472, 505; sketch of life, 440-

442.

"SVyckoff:—
Rev. Benjamin V. D., 455.

Rev. Henry X.. 59.

Rev. Isaac N.. 306.

Sarah W., 550.

VVyckoff, N. J., Church of, 265, 454.

Wylie, Rev. David G., 5.52.

Yale College, 43, 175.

Yeomans, William H., 127.
Vereance, Garrabrant, 58.
Veurry, William J., 127.
Yeury, John, 138.

Yonkers, N. Y., Church of, 269.
Young, Jacob. .3.31.

Yureance, Garrabrant, 123. 137.
Yurey, John, 352.

Yurry :
—

John. 127.

William, 128.

Zabriskie:—
Albert, 125, 1.37.

Albert A., 370.

Albert C,
Albert G.,
Albert I..

A. S. (M.
78.

122.

120, 137, :

125, 370, £

, D..) 327.
Andrew J., 126, 513.

Christian, 123, 137, 242, 258.

Christian A., 123, 260.

Cornelius, 125.

Garret, 260.

Garret A. L., 127.

Garret H., 125.

George, 242.

Guilliam, 125.

Henry, 242.

Jacob, 242, 324.

Jacob A. L., 127.

John, 242, 260.

John A., 370.

John C. 126, 137.

John H., 261.

Kleas, 248.

Peter A.. 125.

Rachel. 370.

Samuel T., 487.

Stephen. 249.

Thomas V. B.. 120, 137.

Walter C. 107, 134, 561.

Zandam, Neth., Church of, 502.
Zwemer:

—

Rev. Adrian 497.

Samuel M.. 287.

THE END.
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