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CHAP. xxn.

Julian is declared Emperor by the Legions of GaiiL—'

His March and Succefs^-^The Death of Conjian^

tius.-^Civil Adminijiration of Julian.

HILE the Romans languidied under chap,
the ignominious tyranny of eunuchs ^^^^'

^

and bifhops, the praifes of Julian were Thejea-

repeated with tranfport in every part of the conft^r.-

empire, except in the palace of Conftantius. tiusagainft

The Barbarians of Germany had felt, and Itill

dreaded, the arms of the young Csfar j his fol-

diers were the companions of his viftor^; the

grateful provincials enjoyed the blefiings of his

reign; but the favourites, who had oppofed his

elevation, were offended by his virtues j and

they juftly confidered the friend of the people

as the enemy of the court. As long as the fame

Vol. JV. B of



2 THE DECLINE AND. FALL

CHAP. q{ Julian was doubtful, the buffoons of the
XXII. '

palace, who were fKilled in the language of fa-

tire, tried the efficacy of thofe arts which they

had fo often pradifed with fuccefs. They eafily

difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt

from affedlation : the ridiculous epithets of an

hairy favage, of an ape inverted with the purple,

were applied to the drefs and perfon of the phi-

lofophic warrior ; and his modeft difpatches were

ftigmatized as the vain and elaborate fiftions of

a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who

had fludied the art of war amidft the groves of

the academy '. The voice of malicious folly

was at length filenced by the fhouts of vidory ;.

the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could

no longer be painted as an objeft of contempt;

and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious

of Healing from his lieutenant the honourable

reward of his labours. In the letters crowned

with laurel, which, according to ancient cufuom,

were addreffed to the provinces, the name of

* Julian was omitted. " Conflantius had made
" his difpofitions in perfon ; he had fignalized

<« his valour in the foremoft ranks ; bis military

I Omnes qui plus poterant in palatio, adulandi profeffores jam

tioSi'i, refte confulta, profpeieque completa vertebant in deridicu-

lum : talia fine modo (trepentes infulfe ; in odium venit cum vic-

toriis fuis ; capella, non homo j ut hidutum Julianum caipentes,

appellantefque loquacem talpam, et purpuratam firaiam, et litteiio-

nem Grascum : et his congruentia plurima atque vernacula pi incipi

refonantes, audire hsec taliaque geftienti, virtutes ejus obruere verbis

impudentibus conabantur, ut fegnem inceflentes et timidum et ura-

bratilem, geftaque fecus verbis comptioribus exornantem. Ammi-
anus, xvii. u.

7 ** condu6l
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*^ condufb had feciired the viflorv; and the chap.
XXII.

*' captive king of the Barbarians was prefented

" to him on the field of battle," fronn which he

was at that time diftant above forty days jour-

ney ''. So extravagant a fable was incapable,

however, of deceiving the public credulity, or

even of latisfying the pride of the emperor him-

felf. Secretly confcious that the applaufe and

favour of the Romans accompanied the rifing

fortunes of Julian, his difcontented mind was'

prepared to receive the fubtle poifon of thofe

artful fycophants, who coloured their mifchiev-

ous defigns with the faireft appearances of truth

and candour \ Inftead of depreciating the me-
rits of Julian, they acknowledged, and even ex-

aggerated, his popular fame, fuperior talents,

and important fervices. But they darkly infi-

nuated, that the virtues of the C^far might in-

ftantly be converted into the moil dangerous

crimes; if the inconflant multitude fliould pre-

fer their inclinations to their duty -, or if the

general of a viflorious army Ihould be tempted

4 Ammian, xvi. 12. The orator Themiftlus (iv^. p. 56, 57.)

believed whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were

addreffed to the fenate of Conftantinople. Aurelius Viftor, who
publiihed his Abridgment in the laft year of Conftantius, afcribes

the German viftories to the ivifdam of the emperor, and the fortune of

the Caefar. Yet the hiftorian, foon afterwards, was indebted to

the favour or efteem of Julian for the honour of a brafs ftatue I

and the important offices of confular of the fecond Pannonia, and

prsfe6l of the city. Ammian. xxi. 10.

i Callido nocendi artificio, accufatoriam diritatem laudum tituHs

peragebant. . . Hse voces fuerunt ad inflaftimanda odiaprobris om-
nibus potentiores. See Mamertin. in Aftione Gratiarum in Vet.

Panegyr. xi. 5, 0,

B a from
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CHAP, from his allegiance by the hopes of revenge, ancf

«—-,^-—/ independent greatnefs. The perfonal fears of

envy^of"'^
Conftantius were interpreted by his council as

Conftan- a laudable anxiety for the public fafety j whilH

in private, and perhaps in his own breaft, he

difguifed, under the lefs odious appellation of

fear, the fentiments of hatred and envy> which

he had fecretly coaceived for the inimitable

virtues, of Julian.

The le- xhe apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the
gions of .

, r . n n- ^

Guui are imminent danger or the eaftern provinces, ofiered

marcTinto ^ fpecious prctcnce for the defign which was art-

the Eaft, fully conccrttd by the Imperial midiflers. They

April?
°'

refolved to difarm the Gsefari to recall thofc

faithful troops who guarded his perfon and dig-

nity J and to employ in a diftant war againft

the Perfian monarch, the hardy veterans who

had vanquillied, on the banks of the Rhine, the

fiercefl; nations of Germany. While Julian ufed

the laborious hours of his winter-quarters ac

Paris in the adminiftration of power, which, in

his hands, was the exercife of virtue, he was

furprifed by the halty arrival of a tribune and a

notary j with pofitive orders from the emperor,

•which tbey were direfled to executcj and be was

commanded not to oppofe. Condantius fignified

his pleafure, that four entire legions, the Celtse,

and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Batavians,

fhould be feparated from the ftandard of Julian,,

under which they had acquired their fame and

difcipline; that in each of the remaining bands^-

&hree hundred of the braveft youths fhould be

felected i.



OF TM ROMAN EMPIRE. 5

ffleifled ; and that this numerous detachment, ^Jlft^*

the (Irengch of the Gallic army, Ihould inftantly

beo-in their march, and exert their utmoft dili-

gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam-

paign, on the frontiers of Perfia *. The Caefar

tbrefaw, and lamented, the confequences of this

fatal mandate. Moft of the auxiliaries, who

engaged their voluntary fervice, had ftipulated,

that they lliould never be obliged to pafs the

Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the per-

fonal honour of Julian, had been pledged for

the obfervance of this condition. Such an a6b

of treachery and opprefTion would deftroy the

confidence, and excite the refentment, of the

independent w^arriors of Germany, who confi-

dered truth as the nobleft of their virtues, and

freedom as the moft valuable of their poffcflions.

The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri-

vileges of Romans, were enlifted for the general

defence of the republic; but thofe mercenary-

troops heard with cold indifference the anti-

quated names of the republic and of Rome,
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to

the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved

and adm.ired Julian ; they defpifed, and perhaps

hated, the emperor j they dreaded the laborious

march, the Perfian arrows, and the burning de-

+ The niinute interval, which ir.ny be intcrjjofed between the

tyetr.s adtilia and the frimo 'uerc of' Ammianus (xx. i. 4.), inftead

wt' allowing a fufficicnt Ijiace for a march of three thouland miles,

would render the orders of Conftantius as extravagant as they were

unjurt. 7. he troops of Gaul could not have reached Syria till the

end of autiiinn. The memory of Ammianus muft have been inac-

imiate, and his lan^juage incorredl.

B 3 feres
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c H A P. ferts of Afia. They claimed, as their own, the
XXII. .

country which they had faved 3 and excufed their

want of fpirit, by pleading the facred and more

immediate duty of protefting their families and

friends. The apprehenfions of the Gauls were

derived from the knowledge of the impending

and inevitable danger. As foon as the provinces

were exhaufted of their military Hrength, the

Germans would violate a treaty which had been

impofed on their fears ; and notwithflanding th^

abilities and valour of Julian, the general of a

nominal army, to whom the public calamities

would be imputed, muft find himfelf, after a

vain refiftance, either a prifoner in the camp of

the Barbarian^, or a criminal in the palace of

Conftantius. If Julian complied with the orders

which he had received, he fubfcribed his own

deftruction, and that of a people who deferved

his ailection. But a pofitive refufal was an aft

of rebellion, and a declaration of v/ar. The in-

exorable jealoufy of the emperor, the peremp-

tory, and perhaps infidious, nature of his com-

mands, left not any room for a fair apology,

or candid interpretation j and the dependent

llation of the Casfar fcarcely allowed him to

paufe or to deliberate. Solitude encreafed the

perplexity of Julian 5 he could no longer apply

to the faithful counfcls of Sal lull, who had been

removed from his office by the judicious malice

of the eunuchs : he could not even enforce his

reprefentations by the concurrence of the mi-

nifterSi who would have been afraidj or afhamedj

to
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to approve the ruin of Gaul. The moment had chap.

been chofen, when Lupicinus % the general of < -^ '_f

the cavalry, was difpatched into Britain, to re-

pulfe the inroads of the Scots and Pi6tsj and

Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the afleff-

ment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and

corrupt ftatefman, declining to alTume a refpon-

fible part on this dangerous occafion, eluded the

preffing and repeated invitations of Julian, who

reprefented to him, that in every important mea-

fure, the prefence of the prnefe6t was indifpen-

fable in the council of the prince. In the mean

while the Cisfar was opprelTed by the rude and

importunate folicitations of the Imperial melTen-

gers, who prefumed to fuggeft, that if he ex-

petfted the return of his minifters, he would

charge himfelf with the guilt of the delay, and

referve for them the merit of the execution.

Unable to refill, unwilling to comply, Julian

cxprefTed, in the moft ferious terms, his wifli,

and even his intention, of refigning the purple,

which he could not preferve with honour, but

which he could not abdicate with fafety.

After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled Their dif-

to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue

of the moft eminent fubjecl, and that the fove-

5 Ammianus, xx. i. The valour of Lupicinus, and his mili-

tary flcill, are acknowledged by the hiftorian, who, in his aifcfted

language, accufes the general of exalting the horns of his pride,

bellowing in a tragic tone, and exciting a doubt, whether he was

inore cruel cr avaricious. The danger from the Sects and F'lSis

was fo ferious, that Julian himftlf had fome thoughts of paffing

pver into the idand.

B 4 reign



8 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^xxn^* reign alone was entitled to judge of the public

welfare. He iffued the neceflary orders for car-

rying into execution the comnnands of Conftan-

tius ; a part of the troops began their march for

the Alps; and the detachments from the feveral

garrifons moved towards their refpeftive places

of affembly. They advanced with difficulty

through the trembling and affrighted crowds of

provincials ; who attempted to excite their pity

by filent defpair, or loud lamentations; while

the wives of the foldiers, holding their infants

in their arms, accufed the defertion of their huf-

bands in the mixed language of grief, of ten-*

dernefs, and of indignation. This fcene of ge-

neral diftrefs afilided the humanity of the Casfar;

he granted a fufficient number of poft-waggons

to tranfport the wives and families of the fol-

diers % endeavoured to alleviate the hardfhipa

which he was conftrained to inflicl, and en-i

creafedj by the moft laudable arts, his own po-

pularity, and the dil'content of the exiled troops.

The grief of an armed multitude is foon con-

verted into rage -, their licentious murmurs,

which every hour were communicated from tent

to tent with more boldnefs and efFed:, prepared

their minds for the moft daring afts of fedition^

and by the connivance of their tribunes, a fea-

fonable libel was fecretly difperfed, which painti

* He granted them the permlfGon of the cur^'. da-vularis, or clatu-

Jfiris. Thefe poft-waggons are ofteo mentioned in the Code, and

were fuppofed to carry fifteen hundred pounds weight. See Valef,

Uii Amniian, xx. ^.

cd.
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cd, in lively colours, the difgrace of the Csefar, ^ "v'P-

the opprelTion of the Gallic army, and the feeble .^

—

,
—

»

vices of the tyrant of Afia. The fervants of

Confliantius were aftoniihed and alarmed by the

progrefs of this dangerous fpirit. They preiTed

the Csefar to haften the departure of the troops;

bun they imprudently rejeded the honeft and

iudicious advice of Julian -, who propofed that

they lliould not march through Paris, and fug-

gefced the danger and temptation of a laft in-

terview.

As foon as the approach of the troops was They pro-

1 1 /^ r T
claim ju-

announcedj the C^lar went out to meet them, lianempe-

and afcended his tribunal, which had been '°''

ere(5ted in a plain before the gates of the city.

After diftinguilhing the officers and foldiers,

who by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar

attention, Julian addreffed himfelf in a ftudied.

oration to the furrounding multitude : he cele-

brated their exploits with grateful applaufe 5 en-

couraged them to accept, vv'ith alacrity, the

honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful

and liberal monarch -, and admonilhed them,

that the commands of Auguf!:us required an in-

ftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who

were apprelienfive of offending their general by

an indecent clamour, or of belying their fenti-

ments by falfe and venal acclamations, main-

tained an obflinate fiience j and, after a fhort

paufe, were difmifled to their quarters. The
/ principal officers were entertained by the C^efar,

who profeffed, in the warmefl language of friend-

fnip,
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CHAP, fnip, his dcfire and his inability to reward, ac-
xxri.

cording to their deferts, the brave companions

of his vicS'ories. They retired from the feafl,

full of grief and perplexity; and lamented the

hardfnip of their hze, which tore them from

their beloved general and' their native country.

The only expedient which couM prevent their

feparation v^^as boldly agitated and approved ;

the popular refentment was infenfibly moulded

into a regular confpiracy j their juft reafons of

complaint were heightened by paflion, and their

paiTions were inflamed by wine j as on the eve

of their departure, the tioops were indulged in

licentious feftivity. At the hour of midnight,

the impetuous multitude, with fwords, and

bowls, and torches, in their hands, rufhed into

the fuburbs j encompaffed the palace ^
•, and,

7 Moft probably the palace of the baths (Thetmarum), of which a

folid and lofty hall frill liibfifts in the rucde/a Harpe. The buildings

covered a corJiderabk fpace of the modern quarter of the univer-

iity; and the gardens, under the Merovingian kings, ccnf.muni-

cated with the abbey of St. Germain des Prez. By the injuries of

time and the Normans, this ancient palace wr.s reduced, in the

twelfth century, to a maze of ruins ; whofe dark recefles were the

fccue of licentious love.

Explicat aula finus montemque ampleflitur aUs j

jVlukiplici latebia-fcelerum terfura ruborem.

_----- pereuntis fsepe pudcris

Celatura nefas, Venerifque accommoda/arm.

(Thefc lines are quoted from the Architrenius, 1. iv. c. 8., a pocr

tical work of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a Monk of St.

Albans, about the year 1190. See Warton's Hiftory of Engiifli

Poetry, vol. i. differt. ii.) Yet fuch /^(//j might be lefs pernicious

to mankind, than the theological difputes of the Sorbonne, which

have been fmce agitated on the fame ground. Bonamy, Mem. de

TAcademie, torn. xv. p. 678"—6S2,

carelefs
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carelefs of future dangers, pronounced the fatal chap,

and irrevocable wordsj Julian Augustus! The

prince, whofe anxious fufpence was interrupted

by their diforderly acclamations, fecured the

doors againil their intrufion ; and, as long as it

was in his power, fecluded his perfon and dignity

frona the accidents of a nofturnal tumult. At

the dawn of day, the foldiers, whofe zeal was

irritated by oppofition, forcibly entered the pa-

lace, feized, with refpedful violence, the obje6t

of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn

fwords through the Ilreets of Paris, placed him

on the tribunal, and with repeated fhouts fa-

luted him as their emperor. Prudence, as well

as loyalty, inculcated the propriety of refilling

their treafonable dcfigns ; and of preparing for

his opprefTed virtue, the excufe of violence.

AddrefTing himfelf by turns to the multitude and

to individuals, he fometimes implored their

mercy, and fometimes exprelfed his indignation ;

conjured them not to fully the fame of their im-

mortal vic5i:ories j and ventured to promife, that

if they would immediately return to their alle-

giance, he would undertake to obtain from the

emperor, not only a free and gracious pardon,

but even the revocation of the orders which had

excited their refentment. But the foldiers, who
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to

depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the

clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in-

fenfibly turned into impatience, and their im-

patience into rage. The inflexible Ccefar fuf-

tained
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cence

12 THE DECLINE AND FALL
CHAP, tained till the third hour of the day, their

prayers, their reproaches, and their menaces;

nor did he yield, till he had been repeatedly

afiured, that if he wilhed to live, he mufl con-

fent to reign. Fie was exalted on a fliield in the

pr^fence, and amidft the unanimous acclama-

tions, of the troops i a rich military collar,

which was offered by chance, fupplied the want

of a diadem * ; the ceremony was concluded by

the promife of a moderate donative '^ and the

new emperor, overwhelmed with real or affefted

grief, retired into the mod fecret receffes of his

apartment '°.

HI', pro- The grief of Julian could proceed only from

f inno"-^
his innoccnce ; but his innocence mufl appear

extremely doubtful " in the eyes of thofe who

have learned to fufpecl the motives and the pro-

" F.ren In this tumu'tuous moment, Julian attended to the forma

of fuperftitious ceremony; and obftinately refufed the inaufpicioua

\j{e of a female necklace, or a horfe-collar, which the impatient

fokliers would h&ve employed in the room of a diadem.

9 An equal proportion of gold and filver, five pieces of the for-

mer, one pound of the latter; the whole amounting to about five

pounds ten (hillings of our money.

1° For the whole narrative of this revolt, we may appeal to au-

thentic and original materials
;
Julian himlelf (ad S. P. Q^Athe-

nienfem, p. 282, 283, 284..), Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. 44—4S.
in Fabricius Bibliot. GrKC. torn. vii. p. 269 — 273.), Ammianu?

(xx. 4.)> P-n'^ Zofimus (1. iii. p. 151, 151, 153-), vvho, in the

leitm of Julian, appears to follow the more refnigJlable authority of

Eunapius. With fuch guides, we might negledt the abbreviatopf

and eccleiiaftical hiftorians.

»i Eutropius, a refpeftable witncfs, ufes a doubtful exprefiion,

" confenfu militum" (x. 15.)- Gregory Kazianzen, whofe igno-

rance might excufe his fanaticifm, direftly charges the apoltate with

prefumption, mndnei's, and impious rebellion, cuaaJ;;*, a's-t.vsi*,

«?-E?r«a. Orat. iii. p. 67.

^ -feOions
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fefTions of princes. His lively and aftive mind
^^xti^'

was fufceptible of the various imprefrions of hope ' -

and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and

of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear

of reproach. But it is impoflible for us to cal-

culate the refpedive weight and operation of

thefe fentiments; or to afcertain the principles

of action, which might efcape the obfervation,

while they guided, or rather impelled, the fteps

of Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops

was produced by the malice of his enemies;

their tumult was the natural effedt of intereft

and of paflion ; and if Julian had tried to con-

ceal a deep defign under the appearances of

chance, he mud have employed the mod con-

fummate artifice without neceffity, and probably

without fuccefs. He folemnly declares, in the

prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of

Minerva, and of all the other deities, that, till

the clofe of the evening which preceded his ele-

vation, he was utterly ignorant of the defigns of

the foldiers " ; and it may feem ungenerous to

diftruft the honour of a hero, and the truth of

a philofopher. Yet the fuperilitious confidence

that Conftantius was the enemy, and that he

himfelf was the favourite, of the gods, might

prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to

hallen the aufpicious moment of his reign, which

was predeftined to reftore the ancient religion of

«» Julian, ad S. P. Q^ Athen. p. a?4- Tlie (ffvsut Abb£ dc la

Ble'xrie (Vie de Julien, p. 159.} U «ln»oft isciined to refpecl tb«

d(**u( fr«t«rtatioas of a Pagaa,

irankind*
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^35.'^^* i^snkind. When Julian had received the intel-*

u .vp" -' ligence of the confpiracy, he refigned himfelf to

a fhort (lumber j and afterwards related to his

friends, that he had feen the Genius of the em-
pire waiting with fome impatience at his door,

prefling for admittance, and reproaching his

want of fpirit and ambition '\ Aftonifhed and

perplexed, he addreffed his prayers to the great

/ Jupiter J who immediately fignified, by a clear

and manifed omen, that he ihould fubmit to the

will of heaven and of the army. The condudt

which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafon,

excites our fufpicion and eludes our enquiry.

Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once fo

credulous and fo crafty, has infinuated itfelf into

a noble mind, it infenfibly corrodes the vital

principles of virtue and veracity.

KJs em- To moderate the zeal of his party, to proted
bafly to -,. .

^ r
Conftan- the perions of his enemies **, to defeat and to defpife

the fecretenterprifes which were formed againft his

life and dignity, were the cares which employed

the firft days of the reign of the new Emperor.

Although he was firmly refolved to maintain the

*J Ammian. xx. 5. with the note of Lindenbrogius on the Genius

of the empire. Julian himfelf, in a confidential letter to his friend

and phyfician, Oribafuis (Epift. xvii. p. 384.), mentions another

dream, to which, before the event, he gave credit j of a ftately tree

thrown to the ground, of a fmall plant ftriking a deep root into

the earth. Even in his fleep, the mind of the Caefar mult have been

agitated by the hopes and fears of his fortune. Zofimus (1. iii.

p. 155.) relates a fubfequent dream.

'4 The difBcult fituation of the prince of a rebellious army is

finely defcribed by Tacitus (Hift. i. 80-85.). But Otlio had

Bpuch more guilt, and much lefs abilities, than Julian.

itation

tius.
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ftation which he had affumed, he was ilill de- ^^^^^'

firous of faving his country from the calamities

of civil war, of declining a contefl: with the fu-

perior forces of Conicantius, and of preferving

his own charadler from the reproach of perfidy

and ingratitude. Adorned with the enfigns of

military and Imperial pomp, Julian fliewed him-

felf in the field of Mars to the foldiers, who

glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the caufe of

their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He
recapitulated their viftories, lamented their fuf-

ferings, applauded their refolution, animated

their hopes, and ch'^cked their impetuofity ; nor

did he difmifs the afifembly, till he had obtained

a folemn promife from the troops, that if the

emperor of the Eaft would fubfcribe an equitable

treaty, they would renounce any views of con-

queft, and fatisfy themfelves with the tranquil

pofleflion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun-

dation he compofed, in his own name, and in

that of the army, a fpecious and moderate

epidle '% which was delivered to Pentadius, his

mafter of the offices, and to his chamberlain

Eutherius 5 two ambafladors whom he appointed

to receive the anfwer, and obferve the difpofi-

tions of Conftantius. This epiftle is infcribed

with the modelt appellation of Crefar; but Ju-

lian folicits in a peremptory, though refpeftful

'> To this oftenfible epiftle he added, fays Ammianus, private

Ictteis, objurgatorius et moidaces, which the hiftoiian had not feen,

and would nvt have publifhed, Perhaps they never exifted.

manner.
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CHAP, manner, the confirnnatlon of the title of Aii^
XXII.

guftus. He acknowledges the irregularity of hii

own election, while hejuftifies, in fome meafurej

the refentment and violence of the troops which

had extorted his reluftant confent. He allows

the fupremacy of his brother Conftantius s and

engages to fend him an annual prefent of Spaniftl

hoirfes, to recruit his army with a felecl number

of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his

choice a Prsetorian prsfecft of approved difcre-

tion and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf

the nomination of his other civil and military

officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the

fovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps.

He admoniihes the emperor to confult the dic-

tates of juftice ; to diftruft the arts of thofe venal

flatterers, who fubfifl only by the difcord of

princes ; and to embrace the offer of a fair and

honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the

republic, and to the houfe of Conflantine. lA

this negociation Julian claimed no more than he

already pofTefTed. The delegated authority which

he had long exercifed over the provinces of Gaul,

Spain, and Britain, was ftill obeyed under a

name more independent and augufl. The fol-

diers and the people rejoiced in a revolution

which was nor ftained even with the blood of

the p-uilty. Florentius was a fugitive ; Lupici-

nus a prifoner. The perfons who were difafFeded

to the new government v/ere difarmed and fe-

curedj and the vacant offices were diftributed,

according to the recommendation of merit, by a

prince.
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prince, who defpifcd the intrigues of the palace, ^^j^P*

and the clamours or the foldiers . u ^—

j

The nep-Qciations of peace were accompanied Hisfourth

J r , , 1 ri • • and fifth

and lupported by the molt vigorous preparations expedi-

for war. The army, which Julian held in rea-
y°ndJ'he"

dinefs for immediate a6tion, was recruited and Rhine,

A. D.360,
augmented by the diforders of the times. The 361.

cruel perfecution of the faflion of Magnentius

had filled Gaul with numerous bands of outlaws

and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offer

of a general pardon from a prince whom they

could truft, fubmitted to the reftraints of mili-

tary difcipline, and retained only their impla-

cable hatred to the perfon and government of

Conftantius '^ As foon as the feafon of the

year permitted Julian to take the field, he ap-

peared at the head of his legions ; threw a bridge

over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cleves ;

and prepared to chaflife the perfidy of the At-

tuarii, a tribe of Franks, who prefumed that

they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers

of a divided empire. The difficulty, as well as

glory, of this enterprize, confided in a laborious

march ; and Julian had conquered, as foon as

he could penetrate into a country, which former

'^ See the firft tranfaclions of his reign, in Jiilinn ad S. P. Q^
Athen. p. 285, 286. Ammianus, xx. 5. 8. Liban. Orat. Parent,

c. 49, 50. p. 273-275.
•7 Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 50. p. 275, 276. A ftrange dlforder,

fince it continued above feven years. In the faflions of the Greek
republics, the exilefs amounted to 20,000 perfons ; and Ifocrates

aflures Philip, that it would be e.ifier to raife an army from the va-

gabonds than from the cities. See Hume's Ellays, torn. i. p. 4.26,

Vol. IV. C princes
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CHAP, princes had confidered as inacceffible. After he

had given peace to the Barbarians, the emperor

carefully vifited the fortifications along the Rhine

from Cleves to Bafil -, furveyed, with peculiar

attention, the territories which he had recovered

from the hands of the Alemanni, palTed through

Befan^on '% which had feverely fuffered from

their fury, and fixed his head-quarters at Vienna

for the enfuing winter. The barrier of Gaul

was improved and flrengthened with additional

fortifications; and Julian entertained fome hopes,

that the Germans, whom he had fo often van-

quifhed, might, in his abfence, be retrained,

by the terror of his name. Vadomair '^ was the

only prince of the Alemanni, whom he efteemed

or feared; and while the fubtle Barbarian afFecled

to obfcrve the faith of treaties, the progrefs of

his arms threatened the ftate with an unfeafon-

able and dangerous war. The policy of Julian

condefcended to furprile the prince of the Ale-

manni by his own arts ; and Vadomair, who, in

the charafler of a friend, had incautioufly ac-

cepted an invitation from the Roman governors,

was feized in the midfb of the entertainment,

and fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain.

*" Julian (Epift. xxxvili. p. 414.) gives a fliort defcrlption of

Vcfontio, or Befangon : a rocky peninlula almolt encircled by the

river Doux; once a magnificent city, filled with temples, &c. now
reduced to a fmall town, emerging however from its ruins.

'9 Vadomair entered into the Roman fervice, and was promoted

from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of duke of Ph^-

nicia. He ftill retained the fame artful charafler (Ammian. xxi. 4.);

but, under the reign of Valens, he fi^nalifed his valour in the

Armenian war (xxiS'. i.).

Before



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. J9

feefore the Barbarians were recovered from their c,?^P*

amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on «>-—
^^
—

»

the banks of the Rhine, and, once more crofTing

the river, renewed the deep impreflions of terror

and refpeft which had been already made by four

preceding expeditions '"".

The ambafladors of Julian had been inftru£led Frultlefs

to execute, with the utmoft diligence, their im- d?dam"on

portant commifTion. But, in their paflage through
^'"JJJ'^'g

Italy and Illyricum, they were detained by the

tedious and affected delays of the provincial go-

vernors; they were conducted by flow journies

from Conftantinople to Csefarea in Cappadocia;

and when at length they vv-ere admitted to the

prefence of Conftantius, they found that he had

already conceived, from the difpatches of his

own officers, the mod unfavourable opinion of

the condud of Julian, and of the Gallic army.

The letters were heard with impatience; the

trembling melTengers were difmiflTed with indig-

nation and contempt ; and the looks, the gef-

tures, the furious language of the monarch, ex-

prefled the diforder of his foul. The domeftic

connection, which might have reconciled the

brother and the hufband of Helena, was recently

diflblved by the death of that princefs, whofc

pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and

Was at laft fatal to herfelf ". The emprefs Eu-

fcbia

2° Ammian. xx. i6. xxi. 3, 4. J^ofimus, 1. lii. p. 155.
*' Her remains were fent to Rome, and interred near thofe of

'u;v fifter Conftantina, in the fuburb of the Fia Ncmentana. Am-
rniun, xxi, 1. Libanius has compofed a very weak apology to

C X juftify

J^m
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CHAP, febia had prefcrved to the lafl: moment of her
XXII.

life the warm, and even jealous, affedlion which

fhe had conceived for Julian j and her mild in-

fluence might have moderated the refentment of

a prince, who, fince her death, was abandoned

to his own pafiions, and to the arts of his eu-

nuchs. But the terror of a foreign invafion

obliged him to fufpend the punilhment of a pri-

vate enemy ; he continued his march towards the

confines of Perfia, and thought it fufiicient to

fignify the conditions which might entitle Julian

and his guilty followers to the clemency of their

offended fovereign. He required, that the pre-

fumptuous Csefar fhould exprefsly renounce the

appellation and rank of Auguftus, which he had

accepted from the rebels ; that he fliould defcend

to his former (lation of a limited and dependent

minifter j that he fhould veil the powers of the

ftate and army in the hands of thofe officers who

were appointed by the Imperial court} and that

he fhould trufl: his fafety to the afTurances of

pardon, which were announced by Epidletus, a

Gallic bifhop, and one of the Arian favourites

of Conflantius. Several months were ineffec-

tually confumed in a treaty which was negociated

at the diftance of three thoufand miles between

juftify his hero from a very abfurd charge ; of poifoning his wife,

and rewarding her phyfician with his mothci's jewels. (See the

fcventh of feventeen new orations, published at Venice 1754, from

a MS. in St. Mark's libraiy, p. 117— 127.) Eipidlus, the Prae-,

torian prsfeft of the Eaft, to whole evidence the accufer of Juliaa

appeals, is arraigned by Libanlus, as iffcmirate and ungrateful
;
yet

tlie religion of Elpidiiis is praifed by Jerom ('cm. I. p. 24-3.), and

hit humanity by An;Hi,>ar.us (xxi. 6.),

* Paris
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Paris and Antioch ; and, as foon as Julian per- chap.

ceived that his moderate and refpcdlful behaviour

icrved only to irritate the pride of an implacable

adverrarv, he boldly refolved to commit his life

and fortune to the chance of a civil war. He
gave a public and military audience to the

qu^ftor Leonas : the haughty epiftle of Conftan-

tius was read to the attentive multitude; and

Julian protefied, with the mod flattering defe-

rence, that he was ready to refign the title of

Auguftus, if he could obtain the confent of thofe

whom h€ acknowledged as the authors of his

elevation. The faint propofal was impetuoufly

filenced ; and the acclamations of " Julian Au-
** guftus, continue to reign, by the authority of

" the army, of the people, of the republic,

" which you have faved," thundered at once

from every part of the field, and terrified the

pale ambaffador of Conllantius. A part of the

letter was afterwards read, in which the emperor

arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he

had invefted with the honours of the purple j

whom he had educated with fo much care and

tendernefs ; whom he had preferved in his in-

fancy, when he was left a helplefs orphan j "an
*' orphan !" interrupted Julian, who juiiified his

caufe by indulging his paflions : " Does the af-

" faffin of my family reproach me tiiat I was

" left an orphan ? He urges me to revenge
*' thofe injuries, which I have long ftudied to

" forget." The aflembly was difmiffi'd ; and

Leonas, w' o, with fome difficulty, had been

C 3 prote(ftcd
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^ ^ ^j^' P^otc^ed from the popular fury, was fent back

i__
'

^iij' to his mafter, with an epiftle, in which Julian

expreffed, in a ftrain of the moft vehement elo-

quence, the fentiments of contempr, of hatred,

and of refentment, which had been fupprefled

and embittered by the diflimulation of twenty

years. After this meffage, which might be con-

fidered as a fignal of irreconcilable war, Julian,

who, fome weeks before, had celebrated the

Chriftian feftival of the Epiphany ", made a

public declaration that he committed the care of

his fafety to the immortal gods -, and thus pub-

licly renounced the religion, as well as the friend-

fhip, of Conflantius *^

jullanpre- xhe fituation of Julian required a vigorous
pares to

r i
•

attack and immediate refolution. He had difcovercd,

from intercepted letters, that his adverfary, fa-

crificing the intereft of the ftate to that of the

** Feiiarum die quem celebrantes menfe Januaiio, Chriftiani

Spifbanla diftitant, progreflus in eorum ecclefiam, folemniter numine

orato difcefTit. Ammian. xxi. z. Zonaras obferves, that it was

on Chriftraas-day, and his affertion is not inconfiftentj fince tlie

churches of Egypt, Afia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the

fame day (the fixth of Januai-y), the nativity and the baptifm of

their Saviour. Tlie Romans, as ignorant as their brethren of the

real date of his birth, fixed the folemn feftlval to the ifth of De-

cember, the Brumalia, or winter folftice, \vhen the Pagans annually

rekbrated the birth of the Sun. See Bingham's Antiquities of the

Chriftian Church, 1. xx. c. 4.. and Beaufobre Hift. Critique du
Manicheifme, tom. ii. p. 690—700.

-J The public and fecret negociations between Conftantius and

Julian, mull be extrafted, with fome caution, from Julian himfelf

((Orat. ad S. P. Q^ Athen. p. 286.), Libanius (Orat. Parent,

c. 51. p. 276.), Ammianus (xx. 9.), Zofimus (1. iii. p. i54.)>

and even Zonaras (tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. 20, 21, 22.), who, on this

cccaficn, appears to have pollelfed and ufed foine valuable mate-

rials, '

monarchy

Conflan

tius
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monarch, had again excited the Barbarians to
^xxii^'

invade the provinces of the Weft. The polition

of two magazines, one of them collefled on the

banks of the lake of Conftance, the other formed

at the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed to indi-

cate the march of two armies j and the fize of

thofe magazines, each of which confifted of fix

hundred thoufand quarters of wheat, or rather

flour ^*y was a threatening evidence of the ftrength

and numbers of the enemy, v/ho prepared to

furround him. But the Imperial legions were

ftill in their diftanc quarters of Afia ; the Da-

nube was feebly guarded; and if Julian could

occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the important

provinces of Illyricum, he might expedl that a

people of foldiers would refort to his ftandard,

and that the rich mines of gold and filver would

contribute to the expences of the civil war. He
propofed this bold enterprife to the aiTcmbly of

the foldiers; infpired them with ajuft confidence

in their general, and in themfelves ; and exhort-

ed them to maintain their reputation, of being

terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow-

citizens, and obedient to their officers. His

fpirited difcourfe was received with the loudeft:

acclamations, and the fame troops which had

taken up arms againft Conftantius, when he fum-r

moncd them to leave Gaul, now declared with

*•<• Three huiulied myriads, or tlu'ee millions of medimni, a corn-

meafure familiar to the Athenians, and which contained fix Roman
pwdii. Julian explains, like a foldier and a ftatefman, the danger

of his fituation, and the nece/Tity and advantages of an ofFenfive war

(ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. 286, 287.).

C 4 alacrity.
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*^xx^i^'
^^^^"^y> ^hat they would follow Julian to the

farthefl extremities of Europe or Afia. The oath

of fidelity was adminiftered ; and the foldiers,

clafhing their fliields, and pointing their drawn

fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves, with

horrid imprecations, to the fervice of a leader

whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul,

^nd the conqueror of the Germans "'. This

folemn engagement, which Teemed to be didated

by afFedion, rather than by duty, was fingly

oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted

to the office of Prsetorian prsefecl. That faith-

ful minifter, alone and unaffifted, afTerted the

rights of Conftantius in the midft of an armed

and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almofl

fallen an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After

lofing one of his hands by the flroke of a fword,

he embraced the knees of the prince whom he

had offended. Julian covered the pr£efe(fl: with

his Imperial mantle, and prote6ling him from

the zeal of his followers, difmiffed him to his

own houfe, with lefs refpecl than was perhaps

due to the virtue of an enemy '*. The high

office of Nebridius was beftowed on Salluft ; and

the provinces of Gaul, which v/ere now delivered

from the intolerable oppreffion of taxes, enjoyed

the mild and equitable adminiftration of the friend

of Julian, who was permitted to pradtife thofe

*-J See his oration, and the behaviour of the troops, in Am-r

mian. xxi. 5.

*6 He fternly refufed his hand to the fuppliant pra?fe£t, whom he

fjnt into Tufcany (Ammian. xxi. 5.). Libanius, with favage

fury, infults Nebridius, applauds the foldiers, and almoft cenfures

the humanity of Julian (Orat. Parent, c, 53. p. 278.).

virtues
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virtues which he had inftilled into the mind of^^^^-
XXII.

his pupil '^\
«

,,

—

'

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on His march

the number of his troops, than on the celerity of Rhine into

his motions. In the execution of a daring en- I'b'i'cuiu.

terprife, he availed himfelf of every precaution,

as far as prudence could fugged j and where

prudence could no longer accompany his fleps,

he trufted the event to valour and to fortune.

In the neighbourhood of Bafil he affembled and

divided his army ""^ One body, which confifted

of ten thoufand men, was direfled, under the

command of Nevitta, general of the cavalry, to

advance through the m.idland parrs of Rhretia

and Noricum. Afimilar divifion of troops, under

the orders of Jovius and Jovinus, prepared to

follow the oblique courfe of the highways,

through the Alps and the northern confines of

Italy. The inftrudions to the generals were

conceived with energy and precifion : to hailea

their march in clofe and compatfl columns, which,

according to the difpofition of the ground, miglit

readily be changed into any order of battle , to

fecure themfelves againft: the furprifes of the night

by ftrong pods and vigilant guards ; to prevent

re fiftance by their unexpected arrival i to elude

*7 Ammian. xxl. 8. In this promotion, Julian obeyed the law

whirli he publicly iinpofcd on liimfelf. Ncque civllis quiiiquam

judex nee milituris rC(51or, alio' cpiodum praelcr merita fuftVagantc,

ad potioriim veniat graduni (Ammian. xx. 5.). Abfence did not

weaken his regard for Salluft, witli whofe name (A. D. 363.) lie

J)onoured the confulfliip.

^° Aniniianus (xxi. S.) afcribcs the i'-Amc pnt-Rice, and the f.iine

jnotivf, to Alexander :hc Great, and othci Ikiiful guicrals.

cxamin-
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CHAP, examination by their fudden departure j to fpread

tiic opinion of their ftrength, and the terror of

his name J and to join their fovereign under the

walls of Sirmium. For himfclf, Julian had

referved a more difficult and extraordinary part.

He felecled three thoufand brave and adtive

volunteers, refolved, like their leader, to call

behind them every hope of a retreat : at the head

of this faithful band, he fearlefsly plunged into

the recelTes of the Marcian, or black foreft, which

conceals the fources of the Danube*^; and, for

many days, the fate of Julian was unknown to

the world. The fecrecy of his march, his dili-

gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle j

he forced his way over mountains and morafles,

occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers, pur-

fued his direft courfe ^% without refledling whe-

ther he traverfed the territory of the Romans or

of the Barbarians, and at length emerged, be-

tween Ratifbon and Vienna, at the place where

he defigned to embark his troops on the Danube.

By a well-concerted (Iratagem, he feized a fleet

29 This wood was a part of the great Hercynian fpreft, which,

in the time of Ca;far, Itretched away from the country of the Rau-

raci (Bafil) into the boundlefs regions of the North. See Cluver.

German ia Antiqiia, 1. iii. c. 4.7.

?° Compare Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 53. p. 278, 279, with

Gregory Nazianz.en, Orat. iii. p. 68. Even the faint admires the

I'leed and fecrecy of this march. A modern divine might apply to

the progrefs of Julian, the lines which were originally defigned for

another apellate ;

So eagerlv the fienu,

O'er bog, or fteep, through ftrait, rough, deufe, or rare.

With head, hands, wings, or feet, purines his way.

And f\,vims, or links, or wade?, or creeps, or flics.

of
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of light brigantines ^\ as it lay at anchor; fecurcd c hap.

a fupply of coarfe provifions fufficient to futisfy

the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a Gal-

lic army; and boldly committed himfelf to the

ilream of the Danube. The labours of his ma-

riners, who plied their oars with inceffant dili-

gence, and the fteady continuance of a favourable

wind, carried his fleet above feven hundred miles

in eleven days """j and he had already difembarked

his troops at Bononia, only nineteen miles from

Sirmium, before his enemies could receive any

certain intelligence that he had left the banks of

the Rhine. In the courfe of this long and rapid

navigation, the mind of Julian was fixed on the

objecl of his enterprife ; and though he accepted

the deputation of fome cities, which hailened to

claim the merit of an early fubmiflion, he pafTed

before the hoftile ftations, which were placed

along the river, without indulging the temptation

of fignalizing an ufelefs and ill-timed valour.

The banks of the Danube were crowded on either

fide v/ith fpe^lators, who gazed on the military

pomp, anticipated the importance of the event,

and diffufed through the adjacent country the

fame of a young hero, who advanced with more

3' In thnt iiiteival the Notitia places two or three fleets, the Lau-

riaccnfis (at Laiiiiacum, orLorch), the Arlapenlis, the Maginenfis
;

and mentions five legions, or cohorts, of Liburnarii, who flioiild

be a fort of marines. Scl^. Iviii. edit. Labb.

32. Zofimiis alone (1. iii. p. 156.) has fpecified this interefting

circumiiance. Mamcrtinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 6, 7, 8.), who
accompanied Julian, as count of the facrcd largeffes, defcribes this

voyage in a florid anti piv'^torefque manner, challenges Triptolemus

vjnd the Argonauts of Greece, &c.

than
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^xxt/' ^^^" iT^ortal fpeed at the head of the innumerable

forces of the Weft. Lucilian, who, with the

rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the

military powers of lUyricum, was alarmed and

perplexed by the doubtful reports, which he

could neither rejedl nor believe. He had taken

fome flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe

of collecling his troops j when he was furprifed

by Dagalaiphus, an adlive officer, whom Julian,

as ioon as he landed at Bononia, had puflied

forwards with fome light infantry. The captive

general, uncertain of his life or death, was haftily

thrown upon a horfe, and conduced to the pre-

tence of Julian j who kindly raifed him from the

ground, and difpelied the terror and amazement

which feemed to ftupify his faculties. But Lu-

cilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits, than he

betrayed his want of difcretion, by prefuming

to admcnifli his conqueror, that he had raflily

ventured, with a handful of men, to expofe his

perfon in the midft of his enemies. " Referve

" for your mafter Conftantius thefe timid remon-
*^ flrances," replied Julian, with a fmile of con-

tempt i
" when I gave you my purple to kifs,

*' 1 received you not as a counfellor, but as a

" fuppliant." Confcious that fuccefs alone could

juftify his attempt, and that boldnefs only could

command fuccefs, he inftantly advanced, at the

head of three thoufand foldiers, to attack the

ftrongeft and moft populous city of the Illyrian

provinces. As he entered the long fuburb of

Sirmium, he v/as received by the joyful accla-

mations of the army and people i who, crowned

with
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with flowers, and holding lij^htcd tapers in their CHAP.
.

,
- .

XXII.
hands, condudled their acknowledged fovereign ^ y——#

to his Imperial refidence. Two days were de-

voted to the public joy, which was celebrated by

the gaines of the Circus j but, early on the

morning of the third day, Julian marched to

occupy the narrow pafs of Succi, in the defiles of

Mount Ha^mus ; which, almofl in the mid-way

between Sirmium and Conflantinople, feparates

the provinces of Thrace and Dacia, by an abrupt

defcent towards the former, and a gentle decli-

vity on the fide of the latter '^ The defence of

this important poll was entrufted to the brave

Nevitta; who, as well as the generals of the

Italian divifion, fuccefsfully executed the plan of

the march and junction which their mafter had

fo ably conceived ^*.

The homage which Julian obtained, from the He iuftiSes

fears or the inclination of the people, extended

far beyond the immediate cffedt of his arms ^^

The prasfedlures of Italy and lUyricum were ad-

miniftered by Taurus and Florentius, who united

that important office with the vain honours of the

confulfhipj and as thofe magiftrates had retired

J J The defcrjption of Ammianus, which might be fuppoited by

collateral evidence, afcertains the precife fituatlon of the Ar.gi'ftta

Succorum, or paffes of Succi. M. d'Anville, from the trifling rcfem-

blance of names, has j,laced tliem between Sardica and Naiflus.

For my own juftification, I am obliged to mention the cn!f error

which I have dilcovered in the map. or writings of that admirable

geographer.

34 Whatever circumftanccs we may borrow elfewhere, Ammia-
nus (xxi. 8, 9, 10.) ftill fupplies the feries of the narrative.

35 Ammian. xxi. 9, 10. Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 54. p. 279,
aSo. Zofimus, 1, iii, p, icfi, 157,

""

with
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^xxi/'
with precipitation to the court of Afiay Julian,

t_-^ _f who could not always reftrain the levity of his

temper, ftigmatized their flight by adding, in all

the A6ts of the Year^ the epithet of fugitive to

the names of the two confuls. The provinces

which had been deferted by their firfh magiflrates

acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who,

conciliating the qualities of a foldier with thofe

of a philofopher, was equally admired in the

camps of the Danube, and in the cities of Greece.

From his palace, or, more properly, from his

head-quarters of Sirmium and NailTus, he diftri-

buted to the principal cities of the empire, a

laboured apology for his own condu6t j. publifhed

the fecret difpatches of Conftantius ; and folicited

the judgment of mankind between two compe-

titors, the one of whom had expelled, ahd the

other had invited, the Barbarians '^. Julian,

whofe mind was deeply wounded by the reproach

of ingratitude, afpired to maintain, by argument

as well as by arms, the fuperior merits of his

caufe ; and' to excel, not only in the arts of war,

but in thofe of compofition. Elis epiftlc to the

ienate and people of Athens '' leems to have been;

diflated

3" Julian (adS. P. Q^Athen. p. 2S6.) pofitively aflerts, thathe

intercepted the letters of Conftantius to the Barbarians : and Liba-

nius as pofitively affirrns, that he read them on his march to the

troops and the cities. Yet Ammianus (xxi. 4.) cxprefles himfelf

with cool arid candid hefitation, fi fair.a folius admittenda eft fides.

He fpecifies, however, an intercepted letter from Vadomair to Con-

ftantius, which fuppofes an intimate correfpondence between them :"

*' Cxfar tuus difciplinam non habet."

37 Zofimus mentions his epiftles to the Athenians, the Corin-

thians, and the Lacedaemonians. The fubftince was probably the

fame,.
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di6lated by an elegant enthufiafm j which prompted

him to fubmit his adlions and his motives to the

deo-enerate Athenians of his own times, with the

lame humble deference, as if he had been plead-

ing, in the days of Ariftides, before the tribunal

of the Areopagus. His application to the fenate

of Rome, which was ftill pernriitted to, bellow

the titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the

forms of the expiring republic. An affembly

was fummoned by Tertullus, pr^efeft of the cityj

the epiftle of Julian was read ; and as he appeared

to be mafter of Italy, his claims were admitted

without a diflenting voice. His oblique cenfure

of the innovations of Conftantine, and his paf-

fionate invecftive againfl the vices of Conftantius,

were heard with lefs fatisfaftion -, and the fenate,

as if Julian had been prefent, unanimoufly ex-

claimed, " Refpeft, we befeech you, the author

** of your own fortune ^\" An artful expreflion,

which, according to the chance of war, might

be differently explained; as a manly reproof of

the ingratitude of the ufurper, or as a flattering

confefTion, that a fingle acl of fuch benefit to the

ftate ought to atone for all the failings of Con-

ftantlus.

fame, though the addrefs was properly varied. The epiftle to the

Athenians is ftill extant (p. 26S— 287.), and has afforded much
valuable information. It deferves the praifes of the Abbe de la

Blctiprie (Pref. a THiftoire de Jovien, p. 24, 25.), and is one of

the icft manifeftoes to be found in any language.

J* AuBori tuo nfverentiam rogamus. Ammian. xxi. 10. It is amuf-

ing enough to obferve the fecrct confli<5ls of the fenate between

flattery and fear. See Tacit. Hilt. i. S5.

6 The

CHAP.
XXII.
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CHAP. The intelligence of the march and rapid pro-

V ^^ '
1 grefs of Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to his

Hofiiie rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had obtained
piepuiati- ^^^Q rcfpite from the Perfian war. Difouifino:
Oils t_

_
CO

the angiiifli of his foul under the femblance of

contempt, Conftantius profeffed his intention of

returning into pAirope, and of giving chace to

Julian J for he never fpoke of this military expe-

dition in any other light than that of a hunting

party ^'. In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syria,

he communicated this defign to his army; flightly

mentioned the guilt and raflinefs of the C^far j

and ventured to afifure them, that if the muti-

neers of Gaul prefumed to meet them in the

field, they would be unable to fuftain the fire of

their eyes, and the irrefiftible weight of their

fhout of onfet. The fpeech of the emperor was

received with military applaufe, and Theodotus,

the prefident of the council of Hierapolis, re-

quefted, with tears of adulation, that bis city

might be adorned with the head of the vanquifhed

rebel *°. A chofen detachment was difpatched.

away in poft-waggons, to fecure, if it were yet

polTible, the pafs of Succi -, the recruits, the

horfes, the arms, and the magazines which had

been prepared againft Sapor, were appropriated

to the fervice of the civil war j and the domeftic

39 Tanquam venatlciam prasdam caperet : hoc enim ad leniendutn

fiiorum metum fubindc prsdicabat. Animian. xxi. 7.

4° See the fpeech and preparations in Aramianus, xxi. 13. The

vile Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from

the merciful conqueror, who fignified his wifli of diminifhing his

enemies, and increafmg the number of his friends (xxii. 1+.).

vidlories



OF THE ROiMAN EMPIRE, 33

vi6tories of Conftantius infpired his partiians
^^xii?*'

with the moft fanguine afiurances of fuccefs.

The notary Gaudentius had occupied in his name

the provinces of Africa 5 the fubfiftence of Rome
was intercepted ; and the diflrefs of Julian was

increafed, by an unexpected event, which might

have been productive of fatal confequences,

Julian had received the fubmifilon of two legions

and a cohort of archers, who v/ere ftarioned at

Sirmiumi but he fufpeded, with reafon, the fide-

lity of thofe troops, which had been diftin-

guifhed by the emperor ; and it was thought

expedient, under the pretence of the expofed

flate of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them from

the moft important fcene of a6tion. They ad-

vanced, with relu6tance, as far as the confines

of Italy; but as they dreaded the length of the

way, and the favage fiercenefs of the Germans>

they refolvcd, by the inftigation of one of their

tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to eredt the

banners of Conftantius on the walls of that im-

pregnable city. The vigilance of Julian per-

ceived at once the extent of the mifchief, and the

necefllty of applying an immediate remedy. By
his order, Jovinus led back a part of the army

into Italy j and the fiege of Aquileia was formed

with diligence, and profecuted v/ith vigour. But
the legionaries, who feemed to have rejected the

yoke of difcipline, conducted the defence of the

place with fkill and perfeverance ; invited the

reft of Italy to imitate the example of their cou-

rage and loyalty i and threatened the retreat of

Vol. IV. D Julian,
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GHAP. Julian, if he Ihould be forced to yield to the

_ ^ ji fuperior numbers of the armies of the Eafl: *'.

and death But the humanity of Julian was preferved from
of Con-

j]-jg cruel alternative, which he pathetically la-
naiituis,

_

^ ^

A.D. 561, menus, of deftroying, or of being himfelf deftroy-
Nov. 1.

ed : and the feafonable death of Conflantius

delivered the Roman empire from the calamities

of civil war. The approach of winter could not

detain the monarch at Antioch j and his favou-

rites durfl not oppofe his impatient defire of

revenge. A flight fever, which was perhaps

occafioned by the agitation of his fpirits, was

cncreafed by the fatigues of the journey; and

Conflantius was obliged to halt at the little town

of Mopfucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus,

where he expired, after a fhort illnefs, in the

forty-fifth year of his age, aad the twenty-fourth

of his reign '^\ His genuine charadler, which

was compofed of pride and weaknefs, of fuper-

ftition and cruelty, has been fully difplayed in

'*•' Ammian. xxi. 7. 11, 12. He feems to defcribe, with fuper-

fluons labour, the operations of the fiege of Aquileia, which, on

this occafion, maintained its impregnable fame. Gregory Nazi-

anzen (Orat. iii. p. 68.) afcribes this accidental revolt to the wifdom

of Conftantiiis, whofe affured viftory he announces with fome ap-

pearance of truth. Conftantio quem credebat proculdubio fore vic-

torem : nemo enim omnium tunc ab hac conftanti fententia difcre-

pebat. Ammian. xxi. 7.

42 His death and charafler are faithfully delineated by Ammla-
nus (xxi. 14, 15, 16.); and we are authorifed to defpife and deteft

the foolifh calumny of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 68.), who accufes

Julian of contriving the death of his benefaftor. The private re-

pentance of the emperor, that he had fpared and promoted Julian

(p. 69. and Orat. xxi. p. 389.), is not improbable in itfelf, nor

incompatible with the public verbal teftament, which prudential

confiderations might dictate in the laft monaents of his life,

1 the
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the preceding narrative of civil and ecckfiaftical ^
xxii^'

events. The long, abufe of power rendered

him a confiderable objecl in the eyes of his con-

temporaries; but as perfonal merit can alone

deferve the notice of pofterity, the laft of the

fons of Conftantine may be difmiffed from the

world with the remark, that he inherited the

defeds, without the abilities^ of his father. Be-

fore Conftantius expired, he is faid to have named

Julian for his fucceflbr; nor does it feem impro-

bable, that his anxious concern for the fate of

a young and tender wifcj whom he left with

child, may have prevailed, in his laft moments,

over the harfher paflions of hatred and revenge.

Eufebius, and his guilty alTociates, made a faint

attempt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs,

by the eleflion of another emperor : but their

intrigues were rejecfled with difdain by an army

which now abhorred the thought of civil dif-

cord j and two officers of rank were infiantly

difpatched, to afiure Julian, that every fword in

the empire would be drawn for his fcrvice. The
military defigns of that prince, who had formed

three different attacks againft Thrace, were pre-

vented by this fortunate event. Without flied-

ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he efcapcd

the dangers of a doubtful conflifl, and acquired

the advantages of a.complete vi6lory. Impatient

to vifit the place of his birth, and the new

capital of the empire, he advanced from Naiffus

through the mountains of H.a2mus, and the.cities

of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea," at the

D 2 diftancc
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^vv"^!^' di^ai^ce of fixty miles, all Conftantinople was

<..—,^-.—; poured forth to receive him , and he made his

tenrcon"-"
'^'"i^mphal entry, amidft the dutiful acclamations

ftantino- of the foldicrs, the people, and the fenate. An
Dec. II. innumerable multitude prefTed around him with

eager refped: ; and were perhaps difappointed

when they beheld the fmall ftature, and fimple

garb, of a hero, whofe unexperienced youth had

vanquiflied the Barbarians of Germany, and who
had now traverfed, in a fuccefsful career, the

v/hole continent of Europe, from the fiiores of the

Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus *\ A few

days afterwards, when the remains of the deceafed

emperor were landed in the harbour, the fubjefts

of Julian applauded the real or affcfted humanity

of their fovereign. On foot, without his diadem,

and clothed in a mourning habit, he accompanied

the funeral as far as the church of the Holy

Apoftles, where the body was depofited : and

if thefe marks of refpe6l may be interpreted as a

felfifli tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im-

perial kinfman, the tears of Julian profefled to

the world, that he had forgot the injuries, and

remembered only the obligations, which he had

received from Conflantius **. As foon as the

45 In defci'ibiil'g the triumph of Julian, Ammianiis (xxii. i, 2.)

aiTumes the lofty tone of an orator or poet j while Libanius (Orat.

Parent, c. 56. p. 281.) finks to the grave fnnplicity of an hiftorian.

44 The funeral of Conftantius is defcribed by Ammianus (xxi,

16.), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 119-), Mamertinus (in Pa-

negyr. Vet. xi. 27.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ivi. p. 283.),

and Philoftorgius (1. vi. c. 6. with Godcfroy's Differtationsj p. 265.).

Thefe writers, and their followers, Fagtins, Catholics, Arians, be-

held with very different eyes both the dead and the living emperor.
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lesions of Aqulleia were afTured of the death of cha p.

the emperor, they opened the gates of the city,

and, by the lacrifice of their guilty leaders, ob-

tained an eafy pardon from the prudence or lenity ^^^ j^

of Julian ; who, in the thirty-fecond year of his ^"o/^ie^g-

age, acquired tlie undifputed poflelTion of the whole em-

oman empire ^^

Philofophy had infi:ru6led Julian to compare ills civil

the advantages of aclion and retirement; but ,^"n?"and

the elevation of his birth, and the accidents of P'^ai^

his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice.

He might perhaps fmcerely have preferred the

groves of the academy, and the fociety of Athens;

but he was conftrained, at firu: by the will, and

afterwards by the injuftice, of Conftantiu?, to

expofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of

Imperial greatnefs; and to make himfelf account-

able to the world, and to pofterity, for the hap-

pinefs of millions '^^. Julian recoUeiled with

terror the obfervation of his mafter Plato *\ that

the government of our flocks and herds is always

4; The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfe(5lly af-

certained. The day is probably the fixtli of November, and the

year muft be either 331 or 332. Tillemont, Hift.-des Empereurs,

torn. iv. p. 693. Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 50, I have pre-

ferred the earlier date.

46 Julian himfelf (p. 253— 267.) has expreffed thefe phiiofophical

ideas, with much eloquence, and fome atfeftation, in a very elabo-

rate epiftle to Themiftius. The Abbe de la Bletcrie (torn. ii. p. 146

•~'930» ^^1''° ^"s given an elegant tranfla':ion, is inclined to believe

that it was the celebrated Themiftius, whole orations are ftill extant.

47 Julian ad Themift. p. 25S. Petavius (not. p. 95.) obferves,

that this afTage s taken from the fourth book de Legibus; but

either Julian quoted from memory, or his MSS. were different from

ours. Xenophon opens the Cyropxdia -viih a fimilar reflection.

D 3 com-
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^
?Y\j^'

^^^^^^^^^ ^<^ beings of a fuperior fpecies i and

that the conduft of nations requires and deferves

the celeftial powers of the Gods or of the Genii.

From this principle he juftly concluded, that the

man who prefumes to reign, fhould afpire to the

perfection of the divine nature ; that he fhould

purify his foul from her mortal and terreftrial

part ; that he fliould extinguilh his appetites, en-

lighten his underftanding, regulate his paffions,

and fubdue the wild beaft, v/hich, according to

the lively metaphor of AriHotle *% feldom fails

to afctnd the throne of a defpot. The throne

of Julian, which the death of Conftantius fixed

on an independent bafis," was the feat of reafon,

of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed

the honours, renounced the pleafures, and dif-

charged with inceffant diligence the duties, of

his exalted ilation j and there were few among
his fubjefts who would have confented to relieve

him from the weight of the diadem, had they

beenobliged to fubmit their time and their ac-

tions to the rigorous laws which their philofophic

emperor impofed on himfelf. One of his moft

intimate friends "^^j who had often fiiared the

frugal fimplicity of his table, has remarked, that

his light and fparing diet (which was ufually of

48 O h ayBfxTTov xeXfuiiv a^^v.v, zr^ofi^'i^i xat 6»;:(;v. Aiiftot. ap Julian,

p. 261. The MS. of VofTius, inifatisficd with a fingle heart, affords

the ftrcnger leading of crpja, which the experience of delpotifm may
warrarl.

49 Libanius (Orat. Paientalis, c. Ixxxiv. Ixxxv. p. 310, 311, 312.)

has given this interefting detail of the private life of Julian. He
iiinifelf (in Mifopogon, p. 350.) mentions his vegetable diet, and
upbraids the grofs and fenfual appetite of the people of Antioch,

the
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the vegetable kind) left his mind and body always
^"x^i^'

free and a(5live, for the various and important

bufinefs of an author^ a pontiff, a magiftrate, a

general, and a prince. In one and the fame day,

he gave audience to feveral ambaffadors, and
^^ wrote, or dictated, a great number of letters to

his generals, his civil magidrates, his private

friends, and the different cities of his dominions.

He liftened to the memorials which had been

received, confidered the fubjeft of the petitions,

and fignified his intentions more rapidly than

they could be taken in fhort-hand by the dili-

gence of his fecretaries. He poffeffed fuch flex-

ibility of thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention,

that he could employ his hand to write, his ear

to liften, and his voice to didatej and purfue at

once three feveral trains of ideas, without hefi-

tation, and without error. While his miniflers

repofed, the prince flew with agility from one

labour to another, and, after a hafty dinner,

retired into his library, till the public bufinefs,

which he had appointed for the evening, fum-

moned him to interrupt the profecution of his

fludies. The fupper of the emperor was ftill lefs

fubflantial than the former meal ; his Oeep was

never clouded by the fumes of indigeftion j and,

except in the fbort interval of a marriage, which

was the effeil of policy rather than love, the

chafte Julian never Ihared his bed with a female

copipanion '°. He was foon awakened by the

entrance

50 Le6lulus . . . Veflalium toris purior, is the pralfe which

Mainertinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 13.) additlas to Julian himfelf.

D 4. J.iljanius
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CHAP, entrance of frefli fecretaries, who had flept the

preceding day; and his fervants were obliged to

wait alternately, while their indefatigable mafter

allowed himfelf fcarcely any other refrelhment

than the change of occupations. The predecefTors

of Julian, his uncle, his brother, and his coufin,

indulged their puerile tafte for the games of the

circus, under the fpecious pretence of complying

with the inclinations of the people j and they

frequently remained the greatell part of the day,

as idle fpeftators, and as a part of the fpiendid

fpeftacle, till the ordinary round of twenty-four

races ^' was completely finiflied. On folemn

feftivals, Julian, who felt and profefled an un-

fafliionable diflike to thefe frivolous amufements,

condefcended to appear in the circus ; and after

beftowing a carelefs glance on five or fix of the

races, he haftily withdrew, with the impatience

of a philofopher, who confidered every moment

Libanius afF.i-mSj in fober peremptory language, that Julian never

knew a woman before his marriage, or after the death of his wife

(Orat. Parent, c. Ixxxviii. p. 313.). The chaftity of Jiilian is

confirmed by the impartial teftimony of Ammianus (xxv. 4.), an4

the partial filence of the Chriftians. Yet Julian ironically urges

the reproach of the people of Antioch, that he aliroji alivays (»;« frmtaVf

in Milopogon. p. 34-5.) lay alone. This fufpicious expreflTion is

explained by the Abbe de la Bieterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn, ii,

p. 103— 1C9.) with candour and ingenuity.

SI See Salmafius ad Sueton. in Claud, c. xxi. A twenty-fifth

lace, 4ir m'^us, was added, to complete the number of one hundred

chariots, lour of which, the four colours, darted each heat.

Centum quadrijugos agitabo ad flumina cunus.

It appears, that they ran five or feven times round the Meta (Sueton,

in Domitian. c. 4.) 5 and (from the meafure of the Circus Max-

imus at Rome, the Hippodrome at Conllantino^le, &q.) jt might be

jlbput a fpur-inile coui"i?«

as
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as lofl-, that was not devoted to the advantage of Chap.

the public, or th(! improvement of his own » —,-'_?

mind ^\ By this avarice of time, he feemed to

protracfl the fliort duration of his reign ; and if

the dates were lefs fecuicly afcertained, we fliould

refufe to believe, that only fixteen months elapfed

between the death of Conftantius and the de- December,

parture of his fuccefibr for the Perfian war. The ^{.^^'^'^^'

aflions of Julian can only be preferved by the A.D. 363,

care of the hiflorian ; but the portion of his vo-

luminous writings, which is ftill extant, remains

as a monument of the application, as well as of

the genius, of the emperor. The Mifopogon,

the Cccfars, feveral of his orations, and ills ela-

borate work aa;ain(l the Chritlian rclio;ion, were

compofed in the long nights of the two winters,

the former of which he palled at Conllantinople,

and the latter at Antioch.

The reformation of the Imperial court was Reforma-

one of the firft and moil necefTliry a6ts of the l°i^^
^

'^

government of Julian ''. Soon after his entrance

into the palace of Conftantinople, he had oc-

caiion for the fervice of a barber. An officer,

magnificently drefied, immediately prefented him-

felf. " It is a barber," exclaimed the prince,

5* Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 340. Julius Cxfar had ofFended die

JRoman people by reading his diipatches during the aftual race.

Augullus indulged their tafte, or his own, by his conftant atlention

to the important bufinefs of the circus, for which he proftficJ the

warmed inclination, Sueton, in Auguft. c. xlv.

55 The reformation of the palace is defcribed by Amniinntis

(xxii. 4.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ixii. p. 288, &c.), Mamcr-
tinus (inPanegyr. Vet. xi. 11.), Socrates (1. iii. c. i.), and Zo-
;}a>3s ^tcni.ii. 1. xiii. p. 24.)

'<f with
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CHAP, with afFefted furprife, " that I want, and not a

" receiver-general of the finances^*." He quef-

tioned the man concerning the profits of his

employment j and was informed, that befides a

large falary, and fome valuable perquifites, he

enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervants,

and as many horfes. A thoufand barbers, a

thoufand cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks, were

diflributed in the feveral offices of luxury ; and

the number of eunuchs could be compared only

with the infects of a fummer's day ", The mo-

narch who refigned to his fubjeds the fuperiority

of merit and virtue, was diftinguifhed by the

opprefTive magnificence of his drefs, .his table,

his buildings, and his train. The (lately palaces

erefted by Conftantine and his fons, were deco-

rated with many coloured marbles, and orna-

ments of mafiy gold. The mod exquifite dain-

ties were procured, to gratify their pride, rather

than their tafte ; birds of the moft diftant cli-

mates, fifli from the moft remote feas, fruits out

of their natural feafon, winter rofes, and fumm.er

fnows ^% The domeflic crowd of the palace

furpaiTed

54 Ego non raiioiakm jufTi fed tonforem acciri. Zonaras ufes the

lei's natural image of a fenatsr. Yet an officer of the finances, who
was fatiated with wealth, might defire and obtain the honours of the

fenate.

T^cnre^OTTBtav, ei>vtf;^a? uiri^ rat juitia; iia^a -reij Tici/Ais-' £» iji, are the

original v/onls of Libanius, which I have faithfully quoted, left

I fhould be fufpefted of magnifying the abufes of the royal houfe-

hold.

5§ The exprefiions of Mamertinus are lively and forcible. Qu^In

etiam prandiorum et csnarum laboratas magnitudines Romantis po-

pulus
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furpafled the expence of the legions-, yet the
^^-J^^-

fmalleft part of this coftly multitude was fubfer- *, „ a
vient to the ufe, or even to the fplendor, of the

throne. The monarch was difgraced, and the

people was injured, by the creation and fale of

an infinite number of obfcure, and even titular

employments j and the mod worthlefs of man-
kind might purchafe the privilege of being

maintained, without the neceffity of labour, from

the public revenue. The wafte of an enormous

houfehold, the encreafe of fees and perquifites,

which were foon claimed as a lawful debt, and

the bribes which they extorted from thofe who
feared their enmity, or folicited their favour,

fuddenly enriched thefe haughty menials. They
abufed their fortune, without confidering their

paft, or their future, condition ; and their rapine

and venality could be equalled only by the ex-

travagance of their diffipations. Their filken

robes were embroidered with gold, their tables

were ferved with delicacy and profufion j t!ie

houfes v/hich they built for their own ufe, would

have covered the farm of an ancient conful ; and

the mod honourable citizens were obliged to

difmount from their horfes, and refpeftfully to

falute an eunuch whom they met on the public

highway. The luxury of the palace excited the

contempt and indignation of Julian, who ufually

flept on the ground, who yielded with reludance

pulus fenfit ; cum quxfitifiimas dapes non guftu fed dlfficultatibus

s?ftimarentur ; miracula avium, longinqui maris pifces, alieni tem-
poris poma, sltivs nives, hybernae rofae.

to
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CHAP, to the indifpenfable calls of nature ; and who
XXII.

placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in de-

jpifing, the ponrjp of royalty. By the total ex-

tirpation of a mil'chief which was magnified even

beyond its real extent, he was impatient to re-

lieve the diftrefs, and to appeafe the murmurs,

of fhe people ; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs

the weight of taxes, if they are convinced that

the fruits of their induftry are appropriated to

the fervice of the flatc. But in the execution of

this falutary work, Julian is accufed of proceed-

ing with too much hade and inconfiderate feve-

rity. By a fingle edict, he reduced the palace

of Conftantinople to an immenfe defert, and dif-

mifled with ignominy the whole train of flaves

and dependents ", without providing any juft,

or at lead benevolent, exceptions, for the age,

the fervices, or the poverty, of the faithful do-

meftics of the Imperial family. Such indeed

was the temper of Julian, who feldom recolledled

the fundamental maxim of Ariflotle, that true

virtue is placed at an equal diftance between the

oppofire vices. The fplendid and effeminate

drefs of the Afiatics, the curls and paint, the

collars and bracelets, which had appeared fo ri*

diculous in the perfon of Conftantine, were con-

fiftently rejeded by his philofophic fucceffor.

57 Yet Julian himfelf was accufed of beftowing whole towns on

the eunuchs (Orat. vii. againll Polyclet. p. 117— 137.). Libanius

contents himfelf with a cold but pofitive denial of the faft, which

feems indeed to belong more properly to Conftantius. This charge,

however, may allude to Ibme unknown circumftancc.

But
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But with the fopperies, Julian aftefted to re- *^>/j^|^^

nounce the decencies, of drefs ; and feemed to > ^—

»

value himfelf for his negledl of the laws of clean-

lipefs. In a fatirical performance, which was

defigned for the public eye, the emperor defcants

with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length

of his naila, and the inky blacknefs of his hands;

protefts, that although the greateft part of his

body was covered with hair, the nfe of the razor

was confined to his head alone j and celebrates,

with vifible complacency, the Ihaggy and popU'

lous^^ beard, which he fondly cherifhed, after

the example of the philofophers of Greece. Had
Julian confulted the fimple didates of reafon,

the firfl: magiftrate of the Romans would have

fcorned the affedation of Diogenes, as well as

that of Darius.

But the work of public reformation would Cliam^fr

have remained imperfe6t, if Julian had only cor- "^ ^" '^''*

refled the abufes, v/ithout punidiing the crimes,

of his predeceflbr's reign. " We are now de-

" livered," fays he, in a familiar letter to one

of his intimate friends, " we are now furprifingly

" delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy-

' 55 In the Mifopogon (p. 338, 339.) he draws a very fingnlar

pifluie of himfelf, and the following words are ftrangely charac-

tenltic ; olto; Trjore^Eixs Ta Ba^uv Ttfrcvi iroiyana, ... retvra t51 Jjafieovrav

""-X"/-*"'
'''*"' <f6e'p«^v cg-'sn^ £v ya^^jxn tu)v ficfioav. The fi iends of the

Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the French nation,

not to tranflate this paffage, fo oiTenfive to their delicacy (Hift-. de

Jovien, torn. ii. p. 94.)- Like him, I have contented myi'elf with

a tranfient allufion ; but the little animal, which Julian names, is a

beall familiar to man, and lignifics love,

*< dra.
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CHAP. f< dra'^ I do not mean to apply that epithet

** to my brother Conftantius. He is no more;
" may the earth lie light on his head ! But his

" artful and cruel favourites ftudied to deceive

" and exalperate a prince, vt^hofe natural mild-

** nefs cannot be praifed v^ithout fome efforts of

<* adulation. It is not, however, my intention,

** that even thofe men fhould be oppreffed : they

*« are accufed, and they fliall enjoy the benefit

" of a fair and impartial trial." To condudl

this enquiry, Julian named fix judges of the

higheft rank in the ftate and army ; and as he

wiihed to efcape the reproach of condemning his

perfonal enemies, he fixed this extraordinary

tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Afiatic fide of the

Bofphorus ; and transferred to the commifTioners

an abfolute power to pronounce and execute

their final fentence, without delay, and without

appeal. The office of prefident was exercifed

by the venerable prfffeifl of the Eafl, a fecond

Salluft^°, whofe virtues conciliated the efleem of

Greek fophifts, and of Chriftian biihops. He

59 Julian, epift. xxiii. p. 389. He ufes the words ffoXyKE<{)aXov

JJjav, in writing to his friend Hermogenes, who, like hirafelf, was

converfant with the Greek, poets.

60 The two Sallufts, the pr?Efe6l of Gaul, and the prsefefl of the

Eaft, nvuft be carefully diftinguifhed (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv.

p. 696. )• I have ufed the furname of Secundus, as a convenient

epithet. The fecond Salluft extorted the efteem of the Chriftian

s

themfelves ; and Gregory Nazianzen, who condemned his religion,

has celebrated his virtues (Orat. iii. p. 90.). See a curious note of

the Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien, p. 363.

>vas
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was affifted by the eloquent Mamertinus ''^ one chap.

of the confuls eleift, whofe merit is loudly cele- < 1^~. .<

brated by the doubtful evidence of his own ap-

plaufe. But the civil wifdom of two magif-

trates was overbalanced by the ferocious violence

of four generals, Nevitta, Agilo, Jovinus, and

Arbetio. Arbetio, whom the public would have

itcn with lefs furprife at the bar than on the

bench, was fuppofed to poflefs the fecret of the

commilTion j the armed and angry leaders of the

Jovian and Herculian bands encompalTed the

tribunal] and the judges were alternately fwayed.

by the laws of juftice, and by the clamours of

faaion '\

The chamberlain Eufebius, who had fo long Puni/h-

abufed the favour of Conftantins, expiated, bv P^"*^^^'^^^
" ^ 'J innocent

an ignominious death, the infolence, the corruo- ^^^ ^^^

tion, and cruelty of his fervile reign. The exe- ° '
^*

cutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of

whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an in-

adequate atonement by the widows and orphans

of lb many hundred Romans, whom thofe legal

tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice

herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic exprefiion of

Ammianus^^) appeared to weep over the fate

^' Mamertinus praifcs the emperor (xi. i.) for beftowing the

offices of Treafurer and Prsefeil on a man of wifdom, firmnefs, in-

tegrity, &c. like himfelf. Yet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. i.J

among the minifters of Julian, quorum merita norat et fidem.
6i The proceedings of this chamber of jultice are related by Am-

mianus (xxii. 3,), and praifed by Libanius (Oral. Parent, c. 74.
p. 299, 300.). 1

''3 Urfuli vero necem ipfa mihi videtur ficfle juftitia. Libanius,
ivho imputes his death to the foldiers, attempts to criminate tJic

count of the largeffes.

of
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c H A. P. of Urfulus, the treafurer of the empire : and his
XXII. . .

•^r- ^-' _f blood accuffd the ingratitude of Julian, whofc

diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in-

trepid liberality of that honeft minifter. The
rage of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by

his indifcretion, was the caufe and the excufe of

his death » and the emperor, deeply wounded by

his own reproaches and thofe of the public, of-

fered fome confolation to the family of Urfulus,

by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes.

Before the end of the year in which they had

been adorned with the enfigns of the prefedture

and confulIhip^% Taurus and Fiorentius were

reduced to implore the clemency of the inex-

orable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former was

banifhed to Vercell^ in Italy, and a fentence of

death was pronounced againft the latter. A wife

prince Ihould have rewarded the crime of Tau-

rus : the faithful minifter, when he was no

longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel,

had taken refuge in the court of his benefadlor

and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Fio-

rentius juftified the feverity of the judges; and

his efcape ferved to difplay the magnanimity of

Julian ; who nobly checked the interefled dili-

gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what

place concealed the wretched fugitive from his

k
6+ Such refpe^; was ftili entertained for the venerable names of

•the commonwealth, that the public was furprifed and fcandalize4-

to hear Taurus lummoned as a criminal under the confulfliip of

Taurus. The fumnions of his colleague Fiorentius was probably

delayed till the commencement of the eniuing year,

juH
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itift refentment *^ Some months after the tri- ^^^P*
^

_
xxii.

Bunal of Chalcedon had been diirdved, the prae-

tbrian vicegerent of Africa, the notary Gauden-

tius, ahd Artemius ^^ duke of Egypt, were exe-

cuted at Antioch, Artemius had reigned the

cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province ;

Gaudentius had long pra6lifed the arts of ca-

lumny againft the innocent, the virtuous, and

even the perfon of Julian himfelf. Yet the

circumftances of their trial and condemnation

were fo unfkilfully managed, that thefe v/icked

men obtained, in the public opinion, the glory

of fufFering for the obftinate loyalty with which

they had fupported the caufe of Conflantius.

The reft of his fervants were protefted by a ge-

neral aft of oblivion J and they were left to enjoy

with impunity the bribes which they had ac-

cepted, either to defend the opprefled, or to

opprefs the friendlefs. This meafure, which, on,

the Ibundeft principles of policy, may deferve-

our approbation, was executed in a manner which

feemed to degrade the majefty of the throne»

Julian was tormented by the importunities of a

multitude, particularly of Egyptians, who loudly

redemanded the gifts which they had imprudently"

^S Ammian. xx. 7.

*^ For the guilt and punifliment of Artemius, fee Julian (Epiu. x,"

P' 3790> 2nd Ammianus (xxii. 6. and Valef. ad loc). The
merit of Artemius, who demoliflied temples, and was put to death

by an apoftate, has tempted the Greek and Latin churches to ho-

nour him as a martyr. But as ecclefiaftlcal hiftory attefts, that he

^as not only a tyraht, but an Arian, it is not altogether eafy to

juftify this Jndifcreet promotion. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii.

p. 1319.
^

Vol. IV, E or
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CHAP. Qj. illegally bellowed -, he forefaw the endlefs

^ ^

'

f profecution of vexatious fuits ; and he engaged

a pronaife, which ought always to have been

facredj that if they would repair to Chalcedon,

he would meet them in perfon, to hear and

determine their complaints. But as foon as they

were landed, he ilTued an ablblute order, which

prohibited the watermen from tranfporting any

Egyptian to Conftantinople ; and thus detained

his difappointed clients on the Afiatic fhore, till

their patience and money being utterly exhaufted,

they were obliged to return with indignant mur-

murs to their native country ^\

Clemency The numerous army of fpies, of agents, and

informers, enlifted by Conftantius to fecure the

repofe of one man, and to interrupt that of mil-

lions, was immediately disbanded by his gene-

rous fuccelfor. Julian was flow in his fufpicions,

and gentle in his punilliments ; and his contempt

©f treafon was the refult of judgment, of vanity,

and of courage. Confcious of fuperior merit,

he was perfuaded that few among his fubjeds

would dare, to meet him in the field, to attempt

his life, or even to feat themfelves on his vacant

throne. The philolbpher could excufe the hafty

Tallies of difconienu •, and the hero could defpife

the ambitious projeds, which furpafled the for-

Uinc or the abilities of the rafh confpirators. A
citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe

^7 See Ammian. xxii. 6. and Valef. ad locum ; and the Codese

Theodofianus, 1. ii. tit. xxxix. leg. i. j and Godefroy's Commen-
tary, torn. i. p. 21?, ad locum,

a purple
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a purple garment j and this indifcreet a^lionj ^ ^/^^ P'

which, under the reign of Conflantius, would

have been confidered as a capital offence ^^, was

reported to Julian by the officious innportunity

of a private enemy. The monarch, after mak-

ing fome inquiry into the rank and character of

his rival, difpatched the informer with a prefect

of a pair of purple flippers, to complete the

magnificence of his Imperial habit. A more

dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the

domeftic guards, who had refolved to affafllnate

Julian in the field of exercife near Antioch.

Their intemperance revealed their guilt j and

they were condufled in chains to the prefence of

their injured fovereign, who, after a lively re-

prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of their

enterprife, inflead of a death of torture, which

they deferved and expeded, pronounced a fen-

tence of exile againfl the two principal offenders.

The only inflance in which Julian feemed to de-

part from his accuflomed clemency, was the exe-

cution of a rafh youth, who with a feeble hand

had afpired to feize the reins of empire. But

that youth was the fon of Marcellus, the general

of cavalry, who, in the firft campaign of the

^* The prefident Montefquieu (Confiderations fur la Grandeur,

&c. des Remains, c. xiv. in his works, torn. iii. p. 448, 449.)
excufes this minute and ablurd tyranny, by luppoiing, that a6lions

the moft indifferent in our eyes might exgite, in a Roman mind,

the idea of guilt and danger. This Ihange apology is fupported

by a ftrange mifapprehenfion of the Englifti laws, " chez une na-

** tiori . . . ou_il eft defendu de boire a la fante d'une certaine

" perfonne,"

E 2 Gallic
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^xxn^*
^^^^^^ ^^''^ ^'^^^ deferted the ftandard of the Cse-'

'_ -^-
' ..' far, and the republic. Without appearing to

indulge his perfonal refentment, Julian might
eafily confound the crime of the fon and of the

father i but he was reconciled by the diftrefs of

Marcellus, and the liberality of the emperor en-

deavoured to heal the wound which had been

inflicfled by the hand of juftice ^'.

His love of Julian was not infenfible of the advantages of

^uUhT' freedom '\ From his ftudies he had imbibed
republic. j-{^g fpirit of ancient fages and heroes : his life

and fortunes had depended on the caprice of a

tyrant; and when he afcended the throne, his

pride was fometimes mortified by the refleftion^

that the flavcs who would not dare to cenfure

his defeats, were not worthy to applaud his vir-

tues ^'. He fincerely abhorred the fyftem of

Oriental defpotifm, which Diocletian, Conftan-

tine, and the patient habits of fourfcore years,

had eftablilhed in the empire. A motive of fu-

perftition prevented the execution of the defign

which Julian had frequently meditated, of re-

lieving his head from the weight of a coftly dia-

*9 The clemency of Julian, and the confplracy which was formed

againft his life at Antioch, are defcribed by Ammianus (xxii. 9,

30. and Valef. adloc), and Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 99. p. 32 j.).

70 According to fome, fays Ariftotle (as he is quoted by Julian

ad Themift. p. 261.), the form of abfolute government, the wa^-

fiaa-t'hiia, is contrary to nature. Both the prince and the philofopher

chufe, however, to involve this eternal truth in artful and laboured

cbfcurity.

7» That fentlment is exprefled almoft in the words of Julian hira-

felf, AramJan. xxii. 10,

deins
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dem ^*
: but he abfolutely refufed the title of

^^J^cn
^*

BominuSi or Lord''\ a word which was grown fo < ,r—

»

familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they no

longer remembered its fervile and humiliating

origin. The office, or rather the name, ofcon-

ful, was cherifhed by a prince who contemplated

with reverence the ruins of the republic , and

the fame behaviour which had been afTumed by

the prudence of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian

from choice and inclination. On the calends of A.D.363,

January, at break of day, the new confuls. Ma-
mcrtinus and Nevitta, haftened to the palace to

falute the emperor. As foon as he was informed

of their approach, he leaped from his throne,

eagerly advanced to meet them, and compelled

the blulhing magiftrates to receive the demon-

ftrations of his afFedled humility. From the

palace they proceeded to the fenate. The empe-
ror, on foot, marched before their litters 5 and

the gazing multitude admired the image of an-

cient times, or fecretly blamed a condudl, which,

in their eyes, degraded the majefty of the pur-

7» Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 95. p. 320.), who mentions the

wifli and defign of Julian, infinuates, in mylterious language (flta-

a-vx y\oiniuv .... oxx' uv a/(*s(Vi'v o xajXt/juv), that the einperor was re-

ftiained by fome particular revelation,

7} Julian in Milopogon, p. 343. As he never abolirtied, by any
public law, the proud appellations of Defpot, or Dminus, they are

Itill extant on his medals (Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 38, 39.):
and the private difpleafure which he afFe(5led to exprefs, only gave
a different tone to the fervility of the court. The Abbe de la Ble-

terie (Hilh de Jovien, torn, ii, p. 99— 102.) has curioufly traced

_ the origin and progrefs of the word Domlnut under the Imperial go-

vernment,

E 3 pie.
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^xxn^* P^^ '*• ^^^ ^^^ behaviour of Julian was uni-

formly fupported. During the games of the

Circus, he had, imprudently or defignedly, per-

formed the manumiflion of a ilave in the pre-

fence of the conful. The moment he was re-

minded that he had trefpafied on the jurifditlion

of another magiftrate, he condemned himielf to

pay a fine of ten pounds of gold j and embraced

this prblic occafion of declaring to the worldj,

that he v. as fubjefl, like the reft of his fellow-

citizens, to the laws", and even to the forms,

of the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra-

tion, and his regard for the place of his nativity,

induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con-

ftantinople, the fame honours, privileges, and

authority, which were ftili enjoyed by the fenate

of ancient Rome ^*. A legal fiction was intro-

duced, and gradually eltablifhed, that one half

of the national council had migrated into the

Eaft : and the defpotic fucceffors of Julian, ac-

cepting the title of Senators, acknowledged them-

felves the members of a refpeftable body, which

74 Air.mian. xxii. 7. The conful Mamertinus (in Panegyr.

Vet. xi. 28, 29, 30.) celebrates the aufpicious day, like an elo-

quent flave, aftoniflied and intoxicated by the condefcenfion of his

mafter.

75 Perfonal fatire was condemned by the laws of the twelve

tables :

Si male condiderit in quern quis carmina, jus eft,

Judiciunique.

Julian (ii} Mifopogon, p. 337.) owns himfelf fubjeft to the law;

nnd the Abbe de la Bleterie ^Hill. de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 92.) has

ea<jerly embraced a declaration fo agreeable to his own fyftem, and

indeed to the true fpirit, of the Imperial conftitution,

76 Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 158.

was
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was permitted to reprefent the majefty of the ^^^,^*

Roman name. From Conftantinople, the atren- s •,.. ^
tion of the monarch was extended to the muni-

cipal fenates of the provinces. He abolilhed,

by repeated edifts, the unjuft and pernicious ex-

emptions, which had withdrawn fo many idle

citizens from the fervice of their country; and

by impofing an equal diftribution of public du-

ties, he reftored the ftrength, the fplendour, or,

according to the glowing expreffion of Liba-

nius ", the foul of the expiring cities of his

empire. The venerable age of Greece excited His carp

the mod tender companion in the mind of Ju»- dan cities"

lian ; which kindled into rapture when he recol-

lecled the gods ; the heroes ; and the men, fu-

perior to heroes and to godsi who had bequeathed

to the latefi: pofterity the monuments of their

genius, or the example of their virtues. He re-

lieved the dillrefs, and reftored the beauty, of

the cities of Epirus and Peloponncfus'-. Athens

acknowledged him for her benefactor ; Argos,

for her deliverer. The pride of Corinth, again

rifing from her ruins with the honours of a Ro-

77 w Tu; Bw>.»; ts-xyi; -Ivx^ if^tv; ecic See Libanius (Orat. Parent.

c. 71. p, 296), Ammianus (xxii. 9,), and the Theodofian Code

(1. xii. tit. i. leg. 50—55), with Godefroy's Commentary (torn. iv.

p. 390— 40a.). Yet the whole fubje6t of the Cw7>, notwithftanding

very ample materials, ftill remains the moft obfcure in the legal

hiftory of the empire.

7** Quae paulo ante arida et fiti anhelantia vifebantnr, ea nunc

periiii, mundari, madere ; Fora, Deambulacra, Gymnafia, laetis et

gaudentibus populis frequentari ; dies feitos, et celebrari vetcres,

ft novos in honorem piincipis confecrari (Mamertin. xi. 9.). He
jiaiticularly reftored the city of Nicopolis, and the Aftiac games,

n'hich had been inftituted by Angnftus.

E 4 man
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^xxfr^' ^^^ colony, exa(5led a tribute from the adjacent

c....-^ » repLiblics, for the purpofe of defraying the games

of the Ifthmus, which were celebrated in the

amphitheatre with the hunting of bears and pan-

thers. From this tribute the cities of Elis, of

Delphi, and of Argos, which had inherited from

their remote anceftors the facred office of perpe-

tuating the Olympic, the Pythian, and the Ne-

inean games, claimed a juft exemption. The
immunity of Elis and Delphi was refpeded by

the Corinthians ; but the poverty of Argos

tempted the infolence of oppreffion ; and the

feeble complaints of its deputies were filenced

by the decree of a provincial magiftrate, who

feems to have confulted only the intereft of the

capital, in which he refided. Seven years after

this fentence, Julian " allowed the caufe to be

referred to a fuperior tribunal j and his eloquence

-was interpoled, mod probably with fuccefs, in

the defence of a city, which had been the royal

feat of Agamemnon ^°, and had given to Mace*

donia a race of kings and conquerors^'.

The

"79 Julian. Epift. xxx", p. 4.07— 411. This epiftle, which illuf-

trates the declining age of Greece, is omitted by the Abbe de la

Bleterie 5 and ftrangely disfigured by the Latin tianflator, who, by

rendering aTsxsia, tnbutum, and iS'iaTJi, pc^ulus, diieftly contradi6ls

the fenfe of the original.

80 He reigned in Mycenae, at the dlftance of fifty ftadia, or fix

miles, from Argos : but tholTe cities which alternately fiouriflied,

are confounded by the Greek, poets. Strabo, L viii. p. 579. edit?

Amftel. 1707.

8' Marfham, Canon. Chron. p. 421. This pedigree from Te-

;nenus and Hercules may be fulpicious
; yet it was allowed, after

S. ftrift enquiry by the judges of the Olympic games ^Herodot. 1. v,

C. S2.)j
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The laborious adminiftration of military and ^JIA^-

civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion ,—

'

to the extent of the empire, exercifed the abi- Julian, ^n

. orator anq

lities of Julian; but he frequently affumed the a judge.

two charaflers of Orator ^'' and of Judge ^% which

are almoft unknown to the modern fovereigns of

Europe. The arts of perfuafion, fo diligently

cultivated by the firft C^fars, were neglefted by

the military ignorance and Afiatic pride of their

fucceflbrs j and if they condefcended to harangue

the foldiers, whom they feared, they treated

with filent difdain the fenators, whom they de-

fpifed. The affemblies of the fenate, which

Conftantius had avoided, were confidered by Ju-

lian as the place where he could exhibit, with

the moft propriety, the maxims of a republican,

c. 22.), at a time when the Macedonian kings were obfcure and

unpopular in Greece. When the Achsean league declared againit

Philip, it was thought decent that the deputies of Argos ftiould re-

lire (T. Liv. xxxii. 22.).

"* His eloquence is celebrated by Libanius (Orat. Parent, c, 75,

76. p. 300, 301.), who diftinftly mentions the orators of Homer.

Socrates (1. iii. c. i.) has raftily aflerted that Julian was the only

prince, fince Julius Cselar, who harangued the fenate. All the

predeceiTors of Nero (Tacit. Annal. xiii. 3.), and many of his

fucceffors, poffefled the faculty of fpeaking in public ; and it might

be proved by vgrioys example?, that they frequently exercifed it in

the fenate.

^5 Ammianus (xxii. 10.) has impartially ftatcd the merits and

defefls of his judicial proceedings. Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 90,

91. p. 315, &c.) has feen only the fair lide, and liis pifture, if it

flatters the perfon, exprefies at leaft the duties, of the Judge. Gre-

gory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 120.), who fuppreffes the virtues, and

.exaggerates even the venial faults, of the apoftate ; triumphantly

aflcs. Whether fuch a judge was fit to be feated between Miuos aisd

Rhadarnanthus, in the Elylian fields?

and
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CHAP, and the talents of a rhetorician. He alterqately

pradlifedj as in a fchool of declamation, the fe-

veral modes of praife, ofcenfure, of exhortation;

and his ft-iend Libanius has remarked, that the

ftudy of Homer taught him to imitate thefimple,

concife ftyle of Menelaus, the copioufnefs of

Neftor, whofe words defcended like the flakes of

a winter's fnow, or the pathetic and forcible

eloquence of Ulyfies. The functions of a judge,

which are fometimes incompatible with thofe of

a prince, were exercifed by Julian, not only as

a duty, but as an amufement ; and although he

might have trufted the integrity and difcernment

of his Praetorian prefers, he often placed him-

felf by their fide on the feat of judgment. The
acute penetration of his mind was agreeably oc-

cupied in detefling and defeating the chicanery

of the advocates, who laboured to difguife the

truth of fads, and to pervert the fenfe of the

laws. He fometimes forgot the gravity of his

ftation, afked indifcreet or unfeafonable queftions,

and betrayed, by the loudnefs of his voice, and

the agitation of his body, the earned vehemence

with which he maintained his opinion againft the

judges, the advocates, and their clients. But

his knowledge of his own temper prompted him

to encourage, and even to folicir, the reproof of

his friends and minifters ; and whenever they

ventured to oppofe the irregular fajlies of his

paffions, the fpedators could obferve the fhame,

^s well as the gratitude, of their monarch. The

decrees of Julian were almoft always founded oh

4 the
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the principles of iuftice j and he had the firmnefs chap.
I n 1 •

XXII.
to refift the two moft dangerous temptations, v_,-,-o

which aflault the tribunal of a fovereign, under

the fpecious forms of compaflion and equity.

He decided the merits of the caufe without

weighing the circumftances of the parties; and

the poor, whom he wifhed to relieve, were con-

demned to fatisfy the jufl: demands of a noble

and wealthy adverfary. He carefully diftin-

guiflied the judge from the legiflator^*; and

though he medicated a necefiary reformation of

the Roman jurifprudence, he pronounced fen-

tence according to the flri(ft and literal in-

terpretation of thofe laws, .which the magiftrates

were bound to execute, and the fubjeds to

obey.

Thegenerality of princes, if they were ftripped Hisclu-

of their purple, and caft naked into the world,

would immediately fink to the loweft rank of

fociety, without a hope of emerging from their

obfcurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was,

in fome meafure, independent of his fortune.

Whatever had been his choice of life; by the

force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfe

application, he would have obtained, or at leaft

*+ Of the laws whicli Julian enafted In a reign of fixteen months,

fifty- four have been admitted into the Codes of I'htodofius and

Juftinian. (Gothofred. Chron. Legum, p. 64.—67.) The Abbe
de la Bleterie (torn. ii. p. 329—336.) has chofcn one of thefc laws

to give an idea of Julian's Latin ftyle, which is forcible and elabo-

rate, but lefs pure than his Greek.

he
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CHAP, he would have deferved, the higheft honours of

his profeflion j and Julian might have raifed

himfelf to the rank of minifter, or general, of

the ftate in which he was born a private citizen.

If the jealous caprice of power had difappointed

his expectations j if he had prudently declined

the paths of greatnefs, the employment of the

fame talents in ftudious folitude, would have

placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefent

happinefs and his immortal fame. When we

infped, with minute, or perhaps malevolent at-

tention, the portrait of Julian, fomething feems

wanting to the grace and perfedlion of the whole

figure. His genius was lefs powerful and fub-

lime than that of Casfar j nor did he poflefs the

confummate prudence of Auguftus. The virtues

of Trajan appear more fteady and natural, and

the philofophy of Marcus is more (imple and

confiftent. Yet Julian fuftained adverfity with

firmnefs, and profperity with moderation. After

an interval of one hundred and twenty years from

the death of Alexander Severus, the Romans

beheld an emperor who made no diftinftion be-

tween his duties and his pleafures ; who laboured

to relieve the diftrefs, and to revive the fpirit,

of his fubjefts; and who endeavoured always to

conneft authority with merit, and happinefs with

virtue. Even fadion, and religious fa^ftion, was

eonftrained to acknowledge the fuperiority of his

genius, in peace as well as in war j and to con-

fci'sj with a figh, that the apoftate Julian was a

8 lover
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lover of his country, and that he deferved the ^^L^t^*

empire of the world ^^

Sj - - - - Duftor fortiffimus armis

;

Conditor et legum celebenimus j ore manuqua

Confultor patriae ; fed non confultor habendse

Religionis j amans tercentum millia DIvum,

Perfidus ilk Deo, fed non et perfidus orbi.

Prudent. Apotheofis, 450, 8cc*

The confcioufnefs of a generous fentiment feems to have raifed the

Chriftian poet above his ufual mediocrity.
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CHAP. XXIIL

Th Religion of Julian.—Univerfal Toleration,—He
attempts to rejlore and reform the Pagan Worfhip—to rebuild the Temple of Jerufalem.—His artful

Perfecution of the Chrijlians.—Mutual Zeal and

Injujlice.

CHAP, rr^ HE charader of Apoftate has iniured the
XXIII H

I J

. - -
'_f X reputation of Julian ; and the enthufiafin

Religion which clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the
©r Julian, _

°^
real and apparent magnitude of his faults. Our
partial ignorance may reprefent him as a philo-

fophic monarch, who ftudied to protedl, with an

equal hand, the religious faflions of the empire j

and to allay the theological fever which had in-

flamed the minds of the people, from the edifts

of Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A
more accurate view of the chara6ter and conduft

of Julian, will remove this favourable prepoflef^

fion for a prince who did not efcape the general

contagion of the times. We enjoy the fingular

advantage of comparing the pictures which have

been delineated by his fondefl: admirers, and his

implacable enemies. The aftions of Julian are

faithfully related by a judicious and candid hif-

torian, the impartial fpe6lator of his life and

death. The unanimous evidence of his contem-

poraries is confirmed by the public and private

declarations of the emperor himfelf j and his

various
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various writings exprefs the uniform tenor of his
^^xni^*

religious fentinnents, which policy would have

prompted him to difiemble rather than to afFe6t.

A devout and fmcere attachment for the gods of

Athens and Rome, conftituted the ruling paflion^

of Julian *
j the powers of an enlightened under-

ftanding were betrayed and corrupted by the

influence of fuperftitious prejudice; and the

phantoms which exifted only in the mind of the

emperor, had a real and pernicious effedl on the

government of the empire. The vehement zeal

of the Chriftians, who defpifed the worfhip, and

overturned the altars, of thofe fabulous deities,

engaged their votary in a Itate of irreconcileable

hoftility with a very numerous party of his fub-

je6ts ; and he was fometimes tempted, by the

defire of vi6tory, or the fliame of a repulfe, to

violate the laws of prudence, and even ofjuftice.

The triumph of the party, which he deferted and

oppofed, has fixed a (lain of infamy on the name

of Julian j and the unfuccefsful apollate has been

overwhelmed with a torrent of pious invedives,

of which the fignal was given by the fonorous

trumpet * of Gregory Nazianzen ^ The inte-

refting

' * I (hall tranfcrlbe feme of his own expreflions from a (hort reli-

gious difcourfe which the Imperial pontiff compofed to cenfure the

bold impiety of a Cynic : a^a' ofji-aiq vtm h ti tj^c Qtat wE<f'ftxa, xa» juX*,

fxat cioiu, Kat afojt*ai, xai itayB' (xttX'jk; ra TOiayra nafXtu, cccrs^ av tij Ka«

«ri« TTjOf ayaQuii S'ec'BroTa?, Tfoj SiS'ao-axXsj, Trpof naTi^ai, wfo; nn^ifjiovai,

Orat. vii. p. 212. The variety and copioufnefs of the Greek tongue

ftems inadequate to the fervour of his devotion.

* The orator, with fome eloquence, much enthufiafm, and more

Tanity, addieffes his difcourfe to heaven and earth, to men and an-

gels.
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^
'vm^ refting nature of the events which were crowded

'_ ^ _' into the fhort reign of this adive ennperorj de-

ferve a jufl and circumftantial narrative. His

motives, his counfels, and his adlions, as far as

they are conneded with the hiftory of religion,

will be the fubjefl of the prefent chapter.

His edu- The caufe of his ftrange and fatal apoflacy,

apoftacy. J^^y be derived from the early pefiod of his life,

when he was left an orphan in the hands of the

murderers of his family. The names of Chrifl

and of Conftantius, the ideas of flavefy and of

religion, were foon affociated in a youthful ima-

gination, which was fufceptible of the mod lively

impreffions. The care of his infancy was en-

trufted to Eufebius, bifhop of Nicomedia *, who
was related to him on the fide of his mother j

and till Julian reached the twentieth year of his

age, he received from his Chriftian preceptors,

gels, to the living and the dead ; and above all, to the great Con-

ftantius (ii Ti? aiff-flna-ij, an odd Pagan exprelTion.) He concludes with

a bold aiTurance, that he has erefted a monument not lefs durable,

and much more portable, than the columns of Hercules. See Greg,

Nazianzen, Orat. Hi. p. 50. iv. p. 134.

J See this long inveftlve, which has been injudicloufly divided

into two orations, in Gregoiy's Works, torn. i. p. 4.9— 154.. Paris,

1630. It was publiflicd by Gregory and his friend Bafil (iv. p. 133.),

about fix months after the death of Julian, when his remains had

been carried to Tarfus (iv. p. 120.) 5 but while Jovian was ftill on

the throne (Hi. p. 54. iv. p. 117.). I have derived much afliftancc

from a French verfion and remarks, printed at Lyons 1735.

4 Nicomedise ab Eufebio educatus Epifcopo, qoem genere longius

contingebat. (Ammian. xxli. 9.) Julian never expreffes any gra-

titude towards that Arian prelate ; but he celebrates his preceptor,'

tKe eunuch Mardonius, and defcribes his mode of education, which

infpired his pupil with a paffionate admiration for the genius, and

perhaps the religion, ©f Hcwner. Mifopogon, p. 351, 351.

the
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the education not of a hero, but of a faint. The ^^^^^^

emperor, lefs jealous of a heavenly, than of an

earthly crown, contented himfelf with the im-

perfecb character of a catechumen, while he

beftowed the advantages of baptifm ^ on the

nephews of Conftantine *^. They were even ad-

mitted to the inferior offices of the ecclefiallical

order J and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip-

tures in the church of Nicomedia. The fludy

of religion, which they affiduoufly cultivated,

appeared to produce the faireft: fruits of faith and

devotion \ They prayed, they faded, they dif-

tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy,

and oblations to the tombs of the martyrs 5 and

the fplendid monument of St. Mamas, at C^e-

farea, was erected, or at lead was undertaken,

by the joint labour of Callus and Julian ^ They

refpeflfully converfed with the bilhops who were

eminent for fuperior fan6lity, and folicited the

benedi(5lion of the monks and hermits, who had

introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hard-

s Greg. Naz. iii. p. 70. He lalDOured to efface that holy mark

in the blood, perhaps of a Taurobolium. Baron. Annal. Ecclef.

A. D. 361. N^ 3, 4,

^ Julian himfelf (Epift. li. p. 454..) affurcs the Alexandrians

that he had been a Chriftian (he muft mean a fincere one) till th"?

twentieth year of his age.

7 See his Chriftian, and even ecclefiaftical education, in Gre-

gory (ili. p. 52.), Socrates (1. iii. c. i.), and SozomcH, (1. v. c. 2.).

He efcaped very narrowly from being a bifliop, and perhaps a faint.

8 The fliare of the work which had been allotted to Gallus, was

profecuted with vigour and fuccefs ; but the earth obftinately reje6le<)

and fubverted the ftruftares which were impofcd by the facrilegi-

Ous hand of Julian. Greg. iii. p. 59, 60, 61. Such a partial earth-

quake, atteftt'd by many living fpe6latovs, would form one of the

cleareft miracles in ecclefiaftical ftory.

Vol. IV. F Ihips
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CHAP, fliips of the afcetic life *. As the two princes
XXIII.

advanced towards the years of manhood, they

difcovered, in their religious fentiments, the dif-

ference of their characters. The dull and ob-

ftinate underftanding of Gallus embraced, with

implicit zeal, the doctrines of Chrifrianityj which

never influenced his condud, or moderated his

palTions. The mild difpofition of the younger"

brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the

Gofpel i and his aftive curiofity might have been

gratified by a theological fyftem, which explains

the myfterious elTence of the Deity 3 and open^

the boundlefs profped of invifible and future

worlds. But the independent fpirit of Julian

refufed to yield the paOlve and unrefifting obe^

dience which was required, in "the name of reli-

gion, by the haughty minifters of the church.

Their fpeculative opinions were impofed as

pofitive laws, and guarded by the terrors of

eternal punifhments j but while they prefcribed

the rigid formulary of the thoughts, the words^

and the adtions of the young prince > whilft: they

filenced his objedions, and feverely checked the

freedom of his enquiries, they fecretly provoked

his impatient genius to difclaim the authority of

his ccclefiaftical guides. He was educated in

the LefTer Afia, amidft the fcandals of the Arian

9 The fhi'ojofber (Fragment, p. 2S8.) ridicules the iron-chains,

&c. of thefe Iblitary fanatics (fee Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. ix.

j». 66 r, 662.), who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and

Ibcial animal; aS^vtrn <^va'U itaXiTiKu {ws xat nfA,i^u, The Pagan fup-

pofes, that becaufe they had renounced the gods, they were poffeffed

and tormented by evil daemons

^

contro*
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tontrovcrfy '°. The fierce contefts of the Eaftern
^-^^fi^'

bifhops, the inceflant alterations of their creeds, ^ «

—

'

and the profane motives which appeared to

aduate their conduft, infenfibly ftrengthened the

prejudice of Julian, that they neither underftood

nor believed the religion for which they fo fiercely

contended. Inftead of lillening to the proofs of

Chrillianity with that favourable attention which

adds v/eight to the inoft refpe'iStable evidence^

he heard with fufpicion, and difputed with ob-

ftinacy and acutenefs, the dodrines for which

he already entertained an invincible averfion.

Whenever the young princes were diredled to

compofe declamations on the fubjedt of the pre-

vailing controverfies, Julian always declared him-

felf the advocate of Paganifmj under the fpe-

cious excufe that, in the defence of the weaker

caufcj his learning and ingenuity might be more

advantageoufly exercifed and difplayed-

As foon as Gallus was invefted with the ho- ^e em-

nours of the purple, Julian was permitted to mythology-

breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of ^j^j^^^^"^""

Paganifm ". The crowd of fophifls, who were

attracted by the tafte and liberality of their royal

pupil, had formed a ftrid alliance between the

^° See Julian apud Cyril. 1. vi. p. 206. 1. vili. p. 253. 262,

*' You perfccute," fays he, " thofe heretics who do not mourn the

'* dead man precisely in tlie way which you approve." He Ihews

himlelf a tolerable theologian 5 but he maintains that the Chriftian

Trinity is not derived from the doftrine of Paul, of Jefus, or of

Mofes.

** Libanius, Orat. Parentalis, c. 9, 10. p. 232, &c. Greg. Na-

zianzen, Orat. iii. p. 61. Eunap. Vit, Sophift, in Maximo, p. 68,

6q, 7O1 £dit. Commeliii.

F 2 learning
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^^vi^' J^^^^^^g ^nd th^ religion of Greece j and the

poems of Honner, inflead of being admired as the

original produ6lions of human genius, were feri-

oufly afcribed to the heavenly infpiration of

Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus,

as they are painted by the immortal bard, im-

print themfelves on the minds which are the leaft

addi(5led to fuperftitious credulity. Our familiar

knowledge of their names and charaders, their

forms and attributes, feems to beflow on thofe

airy beings a real and fubftantial exiftence j and

the pleafing enchantment produces an imperfeft

and momentary afTent of the imagination to

thofe fables, which are the moft repugnant to

our reafon and experience. In the age of Julian,

every circumftance contributed to prolong and

fortify the illufionj the magnificent temples of

Greece and Afia ; the works of thofe artifts who
had exprefled, in painting or in fculpture, the

divine conceptions of the poet j the pomp of

feftivals and facrifices -, the fuccefsful arts of

divination i the popular traditions of oracles and

prodigies ; and the ancient practice of two thou-

iand years. The weaknefs of polytheifm was, in

fome meafure, excufed by the moderation of its

claims -, and the devotion of the Pagans was not

incompatible with the moft licentious fcepticifm "",

Inftead of an indivifib.le and regular fyftem,

""2 A modern philofoplrer has ingenioufiy compared the different

operation of theiim and polytheifm, with regard to the doubt or

conviction which they produce in the human mind. See Hume's

Eflays, vol, ii, p, 4-^4.—4.57, in Svo edit. 1777.

4 which
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which occupies the whole extent of the believing ^JJj^ P-

mind, the mythology of the Greeks was com-
poied of a thoiifand loofe and flexible parts, and

the fervant of the gods was at liberty to define

-the degree and meafure of his religious faith.

The creed which Julian adopted for his own ufe,

was of the largeft dimenfions j and, by a flrange

contradiftion, he difdained the falutary yoke of

the Gofpel, whilfl: he made a voluntary offer-

ing of his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and

Apollo. One of the orations of Julian is con-

fecrated to the honour of Cybele, the mother of

the gods, who required from her effeminate

priefls the bloody facrifice, lb rafhly performed

by the madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious

emperor condefcends to relate, without a blufh,

and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs

from the fhores of Pergamus to the mouth of

the Tyber j and the ftupendous miracle, which

convinced the fenate and people of Rome that

the lump of clay, which their ambalfadors had

tranfported over the feas, was endowed with life,

and fentiment, and divine power '^ For the

truth of this prodigy, he appeals to 'the public

monuments of the cityj and cenfures, with fome

acrimony, the fickly and affedled talle of thofe

'5 The Idaean mother landed in Italy about the end of the fecord

Punic war. The miracle of Claudia, either virgin or matron, who
^cleared her fame by difgracijig the graver modefty of the Roman la-

dies, is attefted by a cloud of witncfles. Their evidence is collefted

l)y Drakenborch (ad Siliiim Italicum, xvii. 33.): but we may ob-

ferve that Livy (xxix. 14.) Aides over the tranfaftlon with difcreet

ambiguity.

F 3 men,
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CHAP, iiien, who impertinently derided the facred tra-
xxjii. . .

.

'

'

*——V—-J ditions of their anceftors '*.

Thealic- Buc the dcvout philofopher, who fincerelv cm-

braced, and warmly encouraged, the fuperftition

of the people, referved for himlelf the privilege

of a liberal interpretation 3 and filently withdrew

from the foot of the altars into the fan6luary of

the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian

mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible

voice, that the pious enquirer, inftead of being

fcandalized or fitisfied with the literal fenfe,_

ihoiild diligently explore the occult wifdom,

which had been difguifed, by the prudence of

antiquity, under the mails, of folly and of fable'*'.

The phiiolbphers of the Platonic fchool '*, Plo-

tinus, Porphyry, and the divine lamblichus, were

admired as the mofl fl<:ilful mafters of this alle-

gorical fcience, which laboured to foften and

harmonize the deformed features of paganifm,

Julian himfelf, who was direfled in the myfle-

rious purfuit by j^defius, the venerable fucceffor

^+ I cr.nnot refrain from tranfcribing the emphatical words of Ju-

lian : s,«oi Js Joxsi </";? w;X£Jt 'Tn^iviiv jt*aX>,(i» ts tois'-tc, n Tourom-i tcic xo^-

vf'Oic, CLV ri 4'V^a^ic\ ^ii,uu /juv, ojtEr Jf a^i iv ^>g7rji Orat. V. p. 1610

Julian llkewife declares his firm belitf in the anci.'ia, the holy fhields>

which drcpt from heaven on the Quirinal hill ; and pities the ftrange

blindnefs of the Chriflians, who preferred the crofs to thefe celeftial

tiophies. Apud Cyril. 1. vi. p. 1,94.

'5 See the prir.cip'es of allegory, in Julian (Orat. vii. p. ai6.

izz.]. His reafoning is lefs abfurd than that of fome modern theo-

logians, who aifert thut an extravagant or contradi£iory doftrine mufi

be divine ; fince no rr.an aiiye could have thought of inventing it.

'^ Eunapius has made thefe fophifts the fubjecl of a partial and

fanatical hiftory : and the learned Brucker (Hift. Philofoph. torn. ii.

p. 217— 303.) has employed much labour to illullrate their obfcurc

lives, and incoinprchenfible doSlrines.
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of lamblichus, afpired to the poffenion of a CHAP,

treafure, which he efteemed, if we may credit

his folemn afleverations, far above the empire of

the world '^ It was indeed -a treafure, which

derived its value only from opinion j and every

artift-, who flattered himfelf that he had extracted

the precious ore from the furrounding drofs,

claimed an equal right of Icam.ping the name

and figure the moft agreeable to his peculiar

fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele had beea

already explained by Porphyry j but his labours

ferved only to anim.ate the pious induftry of

Julian, who invented and publiihed his own
allegory of that ancient and myftic tale. This

freedom of interpretation, which might gratify

the pride of the Piatonifts, expofed the vanity of

their art. Without a tedious detail, the modern

reader could not form a juft idea of the ftrange

allufions, the forced etymologies, the folemn

trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of thefe

fages, v^^ho profefl^ed to reveal the fyfl:em of the

univerfe* As the traditions of pagan mythology ~

were varioufly related, the facred interpreters

were at liberty to feled; the moft convenient cir-

cumftances j and as they tranflated an arbitrary

cypher, they could extradl from any fable any

fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyftem

of religion and philofophy. The lafcivious form

of a naked Venus was tortured into the difcovery

'7 Julian, Orat. vii. p. 222. He fwears widi the moft fervent and

enthul'iaftic devotion ; and trembles, left he fliould betray too much
of thefe holy myfteries, which the profane might deride with an.

impious Sardonic laygh,

F4 of
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CHAP, of fome moral precept, or fome phyfical truth 5

c— y-.,^ and the caftration of Atys explained the revolu-

tion of the fun between the tropics, or the fepa-

rauon of the human foul from vice and error '*.

Theolof-i- The theological fyftem of Julian appears to
cai fyftem

^^^y^ Contained the fublime and important prin-

ciples of natural religion. But as the faith,

which is not founded on revelation, mufb remain

deftitute of any firm afTurance, the difciple of

Plato imprudently relapfed into the habits of

vulgar fuperftition j and the popular and philo-

fophic notion of the Deity feems to have been

confounded in the pradlice, the writings, and

even in the mind of Julian '^. The pious empe-

ror acknowledged and adored the Eternal Caufe

of the univerfe, to whom he afcribed all the

perfedtions of an infinite nature, invifible to the

eyes, and inacceflible to the underftanding, of

feeble mortals. The Supreme God had created,

or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene-

rated, the gradual fucceffion of dependent fpirits,

of gods, of daemons, of heroes, and of men j and

every being which derived its exiftence imme-

diately from the Firft Caufe, received the inhe-

J3 See the fifth oration of Julian. But all the allegories which

ever iffued from the Platonic fchool, are not worth the fhort poem

of Catullus on tlie fame extraordinary fubjeft. The tranfition of

Atys, from the wildelt enlhufrafm to Ibber pathetic complaint, for

Jiis irretrievable lofs, mult infpire a man with pity, an eunuch wltii

defpair.

>9 The true religion of Julian may be deduced from the Ca;farsj

p. 308. with Spanheinfs notes and Illuftrations, from the fragments

in Cyril, 1. li. p. 57, 58. and efpecially from the theological oration

in Solem Regem, p. 130—158. addiefledj in the confidence of

fVicndftiip, to the pnefeft Salluft.

rent
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rent gift of immortality. That fo precious an
^-J5:iii^*

advantage might not be lavifhed upon unworthy

objecls, the Creator had entrufted to the Ikill

and power of the inferior gods, the office of

forming the human body, and of arranging the

beautiful harmony of the animal, the vegetable,

and the m.ineral kingdoms. To the conduft of

thefe divine minifters he delegated the temporal

government of this lower world j but their im-

perfe6l adminiftration is not exempt from difcord

or error. The earth, and its inhabitants, are

divided among them, and the charaflers of Mars

or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may be dif-

tindly traced in the laws and manners of their

peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal fouls

are confined in a mortal prifon, it is our intereft,

as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, and to

deprecate the v/rath, of the powers of heaven

;

whofe pride is gratified by the devotion of man-

kind ; and whofe groffer parts may be fuppofed

to derive fome nourifhment from the fumes of

facrifice ''°. The inferior gods might fometimes

condefcend to animate the ftatues, and to inhabic

the temples, which were dedicated to their ho-

nour. They might occafionally vifit the earth,

but the heavens were the proper throne and fym-

bol of their glory. The invariable order of the

*^ Julian adopts this grofs conception, by afcribing it to his fa-

vourite Mnicus Antoninus (Caefares, p. 333.)" The Stoics and

Platonilts heiitatcd between the analogy ot" bodies, and the purity of

fpirits; yet the graved philofophers inclined to the whimfical fancy

of Ariftophanes and Lucian, that an unbelieving age might ftarve

the immortal gods. See Obfervations de Spanheim, p. 284. 44.4.»

&c.

fun,
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CHAP.
{^^Jl1^ moon, and ftars, was haftily admitted by

v—-.^,——' Julian, as a proof of their eternal duration j and

their eternity was a fufficient evidence that they

were the workmanfhip, not of an inferior deity,

but of the Omnipotent King. In the fyftem of

the Platonifts, the vifible, was a type of the

invifible, world. The celeftial bodies, as they

were informed by a divine fpirit, might be con-

fidered as the objeifls the moft worthy of religious

worfhip. The Sun, whofe genial influence per-

vades and fuftains the univerfe, juftly claimed

the adoration of mankind, as the bright repre-

Tentative of the Locos, the lively, the rational,

the beneficent im.age of the intclieduai Father *'.

Finr.ticiini In cvety age, the abfence of genuine infpira-
ot the phi-

^ jg fupplicd by the ftroncr illufions of enthu-

fiafm, and the mimic arts of impofture. If, in

the time of Julian, thefe arts had been pra6i:ifed

only by the pagan priefls, for the fupport of an

expiring caufe, fome indulgence might perhaps

be allowed to the intereft and habits of the fa-

cerdotal charafter. But it may appear a fubjedt

of furprife and fcandal, that the philofophers

themfelves fhould have contributed to abufe the

fuperftitious credulity of mankind **, and that the

Grecian

2» HXitv Xtya>, TO ^av ayx\y.a. xat E,Mvf.i;;)(^sy, ««» swav, xtti Aya-b

v.tira lea-T^ot. Julian, epift. xli. In another place (apud Cyril. 1. ii,

p. 69), he calls the Sun, God, and the throne of God. Julian

believed the Platonician Trinity ; and only blames the Chriftians

for preferring a mortal, to an immortal, Logcs.

*^ The fophifts of Eunapius perform as many miracles as the

faints of the defeit ; and the only circumilance in their favour is,

that they are of a lefs gloomy complexion. Jnftead of devils with
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Grecian myfleries fiiould have been fupported
^-^f^/**

by the magic or theurgy of the modern Plato- 1 ^—

j

nifts. They arrogantly pretended to controul

the order of nature, to explore the fecrets of fu-

turity, to command the fervice of the inferior

dasmons, to enjoy the view and convcrfation of

the fuperior gods, and, by difengaging the foul

from her material bands, to reunite that immor-

tal particle with the Infinite and Divine Spirit.

The devout and fearlefs curioHty of Julian Initiation

tempted the philofophers with the hopes of an iicirm of

eafy conqueft; which, from thefituation of their J"^^""

youn^ profelyre, might be productive of the mofl

important confequences ''. Julian imbibed the

firll rudiments of the Platonic do6lrines from

the m.outh of iEdcfius, who had fixed at Perga-

mus his wandering and perfecuted fchool. But

as the declining itrength of that venerable fage

was unequal to the ardour, the diligence, the

rapid conception of his pupil, two of his moft

learned difciples, Chryfanthes and Eufebius, fup-

plied, at his ov/n defire, the place of their aged

mafler. Thefe philofophers feem to have pre-

pared and diftributed their refpeftive parts ; and

they artfully contrived, by dark hints, and af-

horns and tails, ^Jamblichus evoked the genii of love, Eros and An-
teros, from two adjacent fountains. Tv'o beautiful boys ifTued from

the water, fond\y embraced him as their father, and retired at his

command. P. z6, 27.

'i The dexterous management of thefe fophifts, who played their

credulous pupil into each other's hands, is fairly tok! by Eunapitts

(p. 69—76.), with unfufpefting fimplicity. The Abbe de la Ble-

terie underrtands, and neatly defcribes, the wliole COJuedy (Vie de

Julien, p. 61—67.).

fedled
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*^xx^i^'
^^^^^ difputes, to excite the impatient hopes of

the afpirant, till they delivered him into the

hands of their alTociate Maximus, the boldeft and

moft fkilful mafter of the Theurgic fcience.

By his hands, Julian was fecretly initiated at

Ephefus, in the twentieth year of his age. His
refidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alli-

ance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob-

tained the privilege of a folemn initiation into

the myfteries of Eleufis, which, amidft the ge-

neral decay of the Grecian worfhip, ftill retained

Ibme veftiges of their primeval fanclityj and

fuch was the zeal of Julian, that he afterwards

invited the Eleufinian pontiff to the court of

Gaul, for the fole purpofe of confummating, by

inyftic rites and facrifices, the great work of his

fanftification. As thefe ceremonies were per-

formed in the depth of caverns, and in the filence

of the night ; and as the inviolable fecret of the

myfteries was preferved by the difcretion of the

initiated, I Ihall not prefume to defcribe the hor-

rid founds, and fiery apparitions, which were

prefented to the fenfes, or the imagination, of

the credulous afpirant ""*, till the vifions of com-

fort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of

celeftial light ^^ In the caverns of Ephefus and

Eleufisj

*4 When Julian, in a momentary panic, made the fign of the

ci-ofs, th'.^ daemons inftantly difappearcd (Greg. Naz. Orat. iii.

p. 71. )• Gregory fuppofes that they were frightened, but the

pnefts declared that they were indignant. The reader, according

to the meafure of his faith, will determine this profound queftion.

*5 A dark, and diftant view of the terrors and joys of initiation 13

fljewn JjyDion, Chryfoftora,Themiftius, Procius, and Stobaeus. The

leamed
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Eleufis, the mind of Julian was penetrated with c h a P.

lincere, deep, and unalterable enthufiafm ; though

he might fometimes e/5ihibit the vicillitudes of

pious fraud and hypocrify, which may be ob-

ferved, or at lead fufpedled, in the chara6lers of

the moft confcientious fanatics. From that mo-

ment he confecrated his life to the fervice of the

gods ; and while the occupations of war, of

government, and of Itudy, Teemed to claim the

whole mcafure of his time^ a ftated portion of

the hours of the night was invariably referved

for the exercife of private devotion. The tem-

perance which adorned the fevere manners of the

foldier and the philofopher, was connefted with

feme ftriifl" and frivolous rules of religious abfti-

nence j and it was in honour of Pan or Mercury,

of Hecate or Ifis, that Julian, on particular

days, denied himfelf the ufe of fome particular

food, which might have been offenfive to his

tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary fafbs, he

prepared his fenfes and his underftanding for the

frequent and familiar vifits with which he was

honoured by the celeftial powers. Notwith-

ftanding the modefl filence of Julian himfelf, we
may learn from his faithful friend, the orator

Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourfe

with the gods and goddefles 3 that they defcended

upon earth, to enjoy the converfation of their

favourite hero ; that they gently interrupted his

flumbers, by touching his hand or his hairs that

learned author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words

(vol. i. p. 239. 24.7, 24.8. 280. edit, 1765.}, which he dextcroufly

or forcibly applies to his own hypgthefis.

they
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c H A P. they warned him of every impending danger,

i^--^.. _j and conduced him, by their infallible wifdom,

in every afcion of his life j and that he had ac-

quired fuch an innmate knowledge of his hea-

venly guefrs, as readily to diftinguifh the voice

of Jupiter from tliat of Minerva, and the form.

of Apollo from the figure of Hercules **, Thefe

fleeping or waking vifions, the ordinary effeds

of abftinence and fanaticifm, would almofl: de-

grade the emperor to the level of an Egyptian

n>onk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pa-

chomius vv^ere confumed in thefe vain occupations*

Julian could break from the dream of fuperllition

to arm himfelf for battle ; and after vanquifiiing

in the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly

retired into his tent, to dictate the wife and falu-

tary laws of an empire, or to indulge his genius

in the elegant purfuits of literature and phiio*

fophy.

.ttU rell- The important fecret of the apoftacy of Julian
gioiis diffi-

entrufted to the fidelity of the initiated^ with

whom he was united by the facred ties of friend-

fillip and religion '^ The pleafing rumour was

eautioufiy circulated among the adherents of the

ancient worlhip ; and his future greatnefs became

^s Julian's modefty confined him to obfcure and occafional hints
\

but Libanius expn.tiatc3 with pleafure on the faits and vifions of

the religious hero (Legiit. ad Julian, p. 157. and Orat. Parentah

c. Ixxxiii. p. 309, 310.).

-7 Libanius, Orat. Parent, ex. p. 233, 2;!4.. Gallus had fome

fe;ifon to fufpeft the fecret apoftacy of his brother ; and in a letter,

which may be received as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to

the religion of their ar.ceftors-^ an argument, which, as it flwuld feemj

was not yet perfectly ripe. See Julian. Op. p. 454. and Hilt, de

Jovien, torn. ii. p. 141.

the



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. >j^

the obje6l of the hopes, the prayers, and the pre- ^ji a p,

didions of the pagans, in every province of the

empire. From the zeal and virtues of their

royal profelyte, they fondly expefted the cure of

every evil, and the reftoration of every blefilng j

and inflead of difapproving of the ardour of their

pious wifhes, Julian ingenuouOy confefled, that

he was ambitious to attain a fiiuation, in which

he might be ufeful to his country, and to his

religion. But this religion was viewed with an

hoflile eye by the fucceflbr of Conftantine, v/hofe

capricious paflions alternately faved and threat-

ened the life of Julian. The arts of magic and

divination were ftriclly prohibited under a def-

potic government, which condefcended to fear

them J and if the pagans were reludlantly in-

dulged in the exercife of their fuperftition, the

rank of Julian would have excepted him from

the general toleration. The apoftate foon be-^

came the prefumptive heir of the monarchy, and

his death could alone have appeafed the jufl ap-

prehenfions of the Chriftians ^'. But the younp-

prince, who afpired to the glory of a hero rather

than of a martyr, confulted his fafety by diflem-^

bling his religion j and the eafy temper of poly-

theifm permitted him to join in the public

worfhip of a fe6t which he inwardly defpifed-»

Libanius has confidered the hypocrify of his

friend as a fubjecl, not of cenfure, but of praife»

*^ Gregory (Hi, p. 50.), with inhuman zeal, cenfures Conftan-*

tius for fparing the infant apoftate (xaxot.? c-i,9ivTa), His French tranf-

iator (p. 26j.) cautioufly obferves, that fuch cxpieffions muft not

be prifes a la lettre.

" As
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CHAP, ff As the ftatues of the gods," fays that oratofj

" which have been defiled with filth, are again

*^ placed in a magnificent temple ; fo the beauty

*^ of truth was feated in the mind of Julian,

" after it had been purified from the errors and

" follies of his education. His fentiments were

" changed; but as it would have been danger-

*' ous to have avowed his fentiments, his con-

'^ dud flill continued the fame. Very diflxrent

" from the afs in JEiop, who difguifed himfelf

" with a lion's hide, our lion was obli2;ed to

*' conceal himfelf under the flcin of an afs j and,

*' while he embraced the dilates of reafon, to

'* obey the laws of prudence and neceflity ^^."

The diffimulation of Julian lafted above ten

years, from his fecret initiation at Ephefus, to

the beginning of the civil warj when he declared

himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift

and of Conftantius, This flate of conftraint

might contribute to Itrengthen his devotion ; and

as foon as he had fatisfied the obligation of aflift-

ing, on folemn feftivals, at the affemblies of the

Chriftians, Julian returned, with the impatience

of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary incenfe

on the domeflic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury.

But as every acl of diffimulation mufl be painful

to an ingenuous fpirit, the profeffion of Chrif-

tianity encreafed the averfion of Julian for a

religion, which opprefTed the freedom of his

mind, and compelled him to hold a condudl

repugnant to the noblefl attributes of human
nature, fincerity and courage.

*9 Libanlus Orat, Parental, c. ix. p. 233.

The
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The inclination of Julian might prefer the ^^^^l*
gods of Homer, and of the Scipios, to the new v.—^,--j

faith, which his uncle had eftablilhed in the
fJa;]^^^"

Roman empire j and in which he himfelf had ChriftianU

been fanclified by the facrament of baptifm.

But as a philofopher, it was incumbent on him

to juftify his dilfent from Chriftianity, which was

fupported by the number of its converts, by the

chain of prophecy, the fplendour of miracles,

and the weight of evidence. The elaborate

work ^"j which he compofed amidft the prepa-^

rations of the Perfian war, contained the fub-

ftance of thofe arguments which ne had long

revolved in his mind. Some fragments have

been tranfcribed and preferved, by his adverfary,

the vehement Cyril of Alexandrian's and they

exhibit a very fingular mixture of wit and learn-

ing, of fophiftry and fanaticifm. The elegance-

of the ftyle, and the rank of the author, recom-

mended his writings to the public attention ^'

;

and in the impious lift of the enemies of Chrift-

3oFabiicius (Biblioth. Grjec. 1. v. c. viii, p, 88— 90.) and Laid-

ner (Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 44.—47.) have accuiate[y

compiled all that can new be difcoveied of Julian's work againft the

Chriftinns.

3» Abput ftventy years after the death of Julian, he executed a

taflc which had been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix

and contemptible writer. Even the work of Cyril has not entirely

fatisfied the mod favourable judges : and the Abbe de la Bleterie

(Preface a i'Hift. de Jovien, p. 30. 31.) wiflies that feme ihedogie^

pbHoJopht (a Ihange centaur) would undertake the refutation of Ju-

lian.

32. Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. Ixxxvii. p. 313.), who has been

fufpefted of afiifting his friend, prefers this divine vindication (Orax.

ix. in necem Julian, p. 255. edit. Morel.) to the vvritin^^s of Por-

phyry. His judgment may be arraigned (Socrates, l.iii. c. aj.),

but Libanius cannot be accufed of flattery to a dead prijice.

Vox. IV. G ianity,
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CHAP, lanity, the celebrated name of Porphyry was
XXIII.

•''

r :

\_. ^- _ effaced by the fupenor merit or reputation of

Julian. The minds of the faithful were either

feduced, or fcandalized, or alarmed j and the

pagans, who fometimes prefumed to engage in

the unequal difpute, derived, from the popular

work of their Lnperial miffionary, an inexhaufti-

ble fupply of fallacious objeftions. But in the

afTiduous profecution of thefe theological frudies,

the emiperor of the Romans imbibed the illiberal

prejudices and pafTions of a polemic divine. He
contrafted an irrevocable obligationj to main-

tain and propagate his religious opinions j and

whilft he fecretly applauded the ftrength and

dexterity with which he wielded the weapons of

controverfy, he was tempted to diftrufl: the fin-

cerity, or to defpife the underftandings, of his

antagonifts, who could obllinately refill the force

of reafon and eloquence.

Unlverfal The Chriftians, who beheld with horror and

indignation the apollacy of Julian, had much
more to fear from his power than from his argu-

ments. The pagans, who were confcious of

his fervent zeal, expeded, perhaps with impa-

tience, that the flames of perfecution fliould be

immediately kindled againft the enemies of the

gods ; and that the ingenious malice of Julian

would invent fome cruel refinements of death and

torture, which had been unknown to the rude

and inexperienced fury of his predeceflbrs. But

the hopes, as well as the fears, of the religious

factions were apparently difappointed, by the

^ prudent

toleration.
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prudent humanity of a prince ", who was careful ^-Jlf^r^*

of his own fame, of the public peace, and of the

rights of mankind. Inflrufted by hiftory and

refle<5lion, Julian was perfuaded, that if the

difeales of the body may Ibmetimes be cured by

falutary violence, neither fteel nor fire can era-

dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. The
relu6lant viclin^ may be dragged to the foot of

the altar; but the heart dill abhors and difclaims

the facrilegious aul of the hand. Religious ob-

ftinacy is hardened and exafperated by oppreflion;

and, as foon as the perkcution fubfides, thofe

who have yielded, are rePiored as penitents, and

thofe who have refifted, are honoured as faints

^nd martyrs. If Julian adopted the unfuccefsful

cruelty of Diocletian and his colleagues, he was

fenfible that he fliould ftain his memory with the

name of tyrant, and add new glories to the Ca-

tholic church, which had derived ftrength and

encreafe from the feverity of the pagan magi-

ftrates. Actuated by thcfe motives, and appre-

henfive of difturbing the repofe of an unfettled

reign, Julian furprifed the world by an edict,

which was not unworthy of a ftatefman, or a

philofopher. He extended to all the inhabit-

ants of the Roman world, the benefits of a free

and equal toleration ; and the only hardfhip

33 LIbanlus (Orat. Parent, c. Iviii. p. 283, 284.) has eloquently

explained the tolerating principles and conduft of his Imperial

friend. In a very remarkable epiille to the people of Boftra, Julian

himfelf (epill. lii.) profeffes his moderation, and betrays his zeal}

which is acknowledged by Ammianus, and expofed by Gregory

(Orat. iii. p. 72.),

G 2 which
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ScYni^'
^^'^^^ ^^ inflidted on the Chriftians, was to de-

prive them of the power of tormenting their

fellow-fubjeds, whom they ftigmatifed with the

odious titles of idolaters and heretics. The
Pagans received a gracious permifTion, or rathef

an exprcfs order, to open all their temples**;

and they were at once delivered from the op-

prefTive laws, and arbitrary vexations, which they

had fuflained under the reign of Conftantine,

and of his fons. At the fame time, the bifliops

and clergy, who had been banifhed by the Arian

monarch, were recalled from exile, and reftored

to their refpeftive churches ; the Donatifts, the

Novations, the Macedonians, the Eunomians,

and thofe who, with a more profperous fortune^

adhered to the do6lrine of the council of Nice.

Julian, who undcrftood and derided their theo-

logical difputes, invited to the palace the leaders

of the hofbile feds, that he might enjoy the

agreeabl-e jpe6lacle of their furious encounters.

The clamour of controverfy fometimes provoked

the emperor to exclaim, " Hear me 1 the Franks
*' have heard me, and the Alemanni ," but he

fbon difcovered that he was now engaged with

jiiore obftinate and implacable enemies ; and

though he exerted the powers of oratory to per-

fiiade them to live in concord, or at leall iii

peace, he was perfedlly fatisfied, before he dif-

34 In Greece, the temples of Minerva \\-ere opened by his exprefs

command, before the death of Conftantius (Liban. Orat. Parent.

c. 55, p. ito.) ; and Julian declares himielf a pagan in his public

nianifelto to the Athenians. This unqueftionable evidence may

correfl the hafty alTertion of Amniianus, who leems to fuppofe Con-

ftantinople to be the place whsjc he difcovered his attachment to

thcjod.->

milTed

1
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ifled them from his prcfence, that he had no- chap.

tiling to dread from the union of the Chriftians, v-.-.y-^

The impartial Ammianus has afcribed this af-

fed:ed clemency to the defire of fomenting the

inteftine divifions of the cliurch i and the infi-

dious defign of undermining the foundations of

Chriftianity, was infeparably connected with tlie

zeal, which Julian profeiled, to reftore the an-

cient religion of the empire ^^

As foon as he afcended the throne, he af- ^leai and

fumed, according to the cullom of his prede- cf Julian

celTors, the charader of fupreme pontiff i not
ftop'^ynof

only as the moll honourable title of Imperial paganiim.,

greatnefs, but as a facred and important office

;

the duties of which he was refoived to execute

'W'ith pious diligence. As the bufmefs of the

Hate prevented the emperor from joining every

day in the public devotion of his fubjeds, he

dedicated a domeftic chapel to his tutelar deity

the Sun j his gardens were filled with ftatues and

altars of the godsj and each apartm.ent of the

palace difplayed the appearance of a miagnificenc

temple. Every morning he faluted the parent

of light with a facrifice ; the blood of another

vi^im was ihed at the moment when the Sun

funk below the horizon ; and the Moon, the

Stars, and the Genii of the night received their

35 Ammianus, xxii. 5. Sozomen, 1. v. c. 5. Beftia moritur^

tyanquiiliias redit .... amnes epifcopi qui cle prcpriis fcdibua

fuepnt exteiminati per indulgc;n!am novi pi incipis ad ecclefias re^

deunt. Jerom. advertus Lucituianos, torn. ii. p. 143. Optatus

accufes the Donatifts for ov/ing their fafety to an apoftate ^I. ii,

c, 16. p. 36, 37. edit, Dupir.).

G 3 refpeclive.
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CHAP, refpedive and feaionable honours from the indc-
XXIII.

fatigable devotion of Julian. On folemn fefti-

vals, he regularly vifited the temple of the god

or goddefs to whom the day was peculiarly con-

fecrated, and endeavoured to excite the religion

of the magiftrates and people by the example of

his own zeal. Inftead of maintaining the lofty

Hate of a monarch, diftinguiflied by the fplendor

of his purple, and encompaffed by the golden

Ihields of his guards, Julian folicited, with re-

fpetlful eagernefs, the meaneft offices which con-

tributed to the worihip of the gods. Amidft the

facred but licentious crowd of priefts, of inferior

niinifiiers, and of female dancers, who were de-

dicated to the fervice of the temple, it was the

bufinefs of the emperor to bring the wood, to

blow the fire, to handle the knife, to Daughter

the vidtim, and thrufting his bloody hands into

the bowels of the expiring animal, to draw forth

the heart or liver, and to read, with the con-

fummate il-iill of an harufpex, the imaginary figns

of future events. The •wifeft of the 'pagans cen-

fured this extravagant fuperCtition, v^hich affeded

to defpife the reftraints of prudence and decency..

Under the reign of a prince, who 'pradifed the

rigid maxims of ceconomy, the expence of re-

ligious worfliip confumed a very large portion

of the revenue ] a confrant fupply of the fcarceft

and moft beautiful birds was tranfporced from

diftant climates, to bleed on the altars of the

gods ; an hundred oxen were frequently facri-

ficed by Julian on one and the fame day; and it

foon became a popular jell, that if he fhould re-

turn
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turn with conquefl from the Perfian war, the ^^^^^j^'

breed of horned cattle mufl infallibly be extin- u—v—

'

guifhed. Yet this expence may appear inconfi-

derable, when it is compared with the fplendid

prefents which were offered, either by the hand,

or by order, of the emperor, to all the celebrated

places of devotion in the Roman world s and

with the fums allotted to repair and decorate the

ancient temples, which had fuffered the filent

decay of time, or the recent injuries of Chriilian

rapine. Encouraged by the example, the ex-

hortations, the liberality, of their pious fove-

reign, the cities and families refumed the pradtice

of their negleded ceremonies. " Every part of
" the world," exclaims Libanius, with devout

tranfport, " difplayed the triumph of religion ;

" and the grateful profpefl of flaming altars,

" bleeding vidims, the fmoke of incenfe, and
" a folem.n train of prieds and prophets, v;ith-

" out fear and without danger. The found of

'^ prayer and of mufic was heard on the tops of
'* the higheft mountains j and the fame ox af-

" forded a facrifice for the gods, and a fupper

" for their joyous votaries **."

But the genius and power of Julian were un- Refcma-

equal to the enterprife of refloring a religion,
ganii\n.^^^"

3^ The rcftoiation of the Pagan worfhip is defcrlbed by Julian

(MIfopogon, p. 34.6.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 60. p. 286, 287.

and Orat.. Confular. ad Julian, p. 245, 246. edit. Morel.), Am-
mianus (xxii. 12.), and Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 121.).

Th^fe writers agree in the eflential, and even minute, fa^ls : but

the different lights in which they view the extreme devotion of Ju-
lian, are exprclfive of the gradations of I'elf-applaufc, paflionate ad-

miration, miKI rcpioof, and partial invedive.

G 4 which
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CHAP, which was deftitute of thcoloo-ical principles, of
XXIII.

fe—v—' moral precepts, and of ecclefiaftical difciplinej

which rapidly haftened to decay and diflblution,

and was not fufceptible of any folid or confident

reformation. The jurifdiflion of the fupreme

pontiff, more efpecially after that office had been

united with the Imperial dignity, comprehended

the whole extent of the Roman empire. Julian

named for his vicars, in the feveral provinces,

the priefts and philofophers, whom he efteemed

the beft qualified to co-operate in the execution

of his great defign j and his paftoral letters ",

if v/e may iife that name, ftill reprefent a very

curious fketch of his wifnes and intentions. He
directs, that in every city the facerdotal order

ihould be compofed, without any diftindion of

l^irth or fortune, of thofe perfons who were the

mofl: confpicuous for their love of the gods, and

of men. " If they are guilty," continues he,

"' of any fcandalous offence, they fhould be cen-

*^ fared or degraded by the fuperior pontiff j

'* bur, as long as they retain their rank, they

** are entitled to the refpc<5t of the magifbrates

'^* and people. Their humility may be fhewn in

*' the plainnefs of their domeflic garbi their

<f dignity, in the pomp of holy veftments. When
*' they are fummoned in their turn to officiate

«^ before the altar, they ought not, during the

37 See Julian. Epiftol. xlix. Ixii, Ixiii. and a long and curious

fragment, without beginning or end (p. zSS— 305.). The fupreme

pontiff derides the Mofaic hiftory, and the Chriltian difcipline, pre-

^ei^s the Greek poets to the Hebrew prophets, and palliates, witk

ifhe fkill of a Jefuit, the nlative worfhip of images.

?? appointed
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^^ appointed number of days, to depart from the c h a p.

'* precincls of the temple ; nor flionld a fingle

'^ day be fuffered to elapfe, without the prayers

" and the facrifice, which they are obliged to ,

" offer for the profperity of the ftate, and of in-

" dividuals. The exercife of their facred func-

" tions requires an immaculate purity, both of

" mind and body-, and even when they are dif-

" milled from the temple to the occupations of

" common life, it is incumbent on them to

*^ excel in decency and virtue the reft of their

*' fellow-citizens. The prieft of the gods fnould

** never be feen in theatres or taverns. His
*^ converfation fhould be chafte, his diet tem-
*^ perate, his friends of honourable reputation

;

'^ and, if he fometimes vifits the Forum or the

'^ Palace, he fhould appear only as the advocate

*' of thofe who have vainly folicitcd either juftice

" or mercy. His ftudies fhould be fuited to the

^^ fanftity of his profclTion. Licentious tales,

*^ or comedies, or fatires, muft be baniihed

*' from his library ; which ought folely to confifl:

" of hiilorical and philofopKical writings ; of
*' hidory v/hich is founded in truth, and of phi-

" lolbphy which is connefted with religion.

" The impious opinions of the Epicureans and
*^ Sceptics deferve his abhorrence and con-
*' tempt ^'i but he fliould diligently lludy t|ie

JS The exultation of Julian (p. 301.), that thtfc imjiious fefts,

and even their writings, are extinguished, may be confiftent enough

with the faceit^otyl character : but it is unworthy of a philofophef

\o wifh that any opinions and arguments the moft repugnant to his

pv\'n fliould be concealed fjom the knowledge of mankind.

^* fyftems
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CHAP, c fyftems of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the

" Stoics, which unanimoufly teach that there

" are gods j that the world is governed by their-

*' providence j that their goodnefs is the fource

'' of every temporal blelTing ; and that they have
*' prepared for the human foul a future ftate of

" reward or punifliment." The Lnperial pontiff

inculcates, in the moft perfuafive language, the

duties of benevolence and hofpitality^ exhorts

his inferior clergy to recommend the univerfal

practice of thofe virtues ; promifes to affifl: their

indigence from the public treafuryj and declares

his refolution of eftablifliing hofpitals in every

city, where the poor fhould be received without

any invidious diftinftion of country or of reli-

gion. Julian beheld with envy the wife and hu-

mane regulations of the church j and he very

frankly confelfes his intention to deprive the

Chriftians of the applaufe, as well as advantage,

which they had acquired by the exclufive pra6lice

of charity and beneficence ^'. The fame fpirit

of imitation might difpofe the emperor to adopt

feveral ecclefiafticai inllitutions, the life and im-

portance of which were approved by the fuccefs

of his enemies. But if thefe imaginary plans of

reformation had been realized, the forced and

imperfect copy would have been lefs beneficial

39 -Yet he infmuates, that the Chriftians, under the pretence of

charity, inveigled children from their religion and parents, con-

veyed them on fliipboard, and devoted thofe viftims to a life of

poverty or fervitude in a remote country (p. 305.). Had the charge

been proved, it was his duty, not to complain, but to puaifli,

to
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to Paganifm, than honourable to Chriftianity *''. chap.

The Gentiles, who peaceably followed the cuf- -, .'

toms of their anceftors, were rather furprifed

than pleafed with the introdudlion of foreign

manners j and, in the lliort period of his reign,

Julian had frequent occafions to complain of the

want of fervour of his own party '^'.

The enthufiafm of Julian prompted him to Thcphiio-

embrace the friends of Jupiter as his perfonal

friends and brethren ; and though he partially

overlooked the merit of Chriftian conftancy, he

admired and rewarded the noble perfeverance o^

thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of

the gods to that of the emperor *''. If they cul-

tivated the literature, as well as the religion, of

the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim to

the friendfhip of Julian, who ranked the Mufes

in the number of his tutelar deities. In the re-

ligion which he had adopted, piety and learning

were almoft fynonimous*^; and a crowd of poets,

4-^ Gregory Nazianzen is facetious, ingenious, and argumenta- /

tive (Orat. iii. p. loi, 102, Sec). He ridicules the folly of fuch

vain imitation ; and amufes himlelf with inquiiing, what leflbns,

inoral or theological, could be extra<5^ed from the Grecian fables.

41 He accufes one of his pontiffs of a fecret confederacy with the

Chriftian biftiops and prefbyters (Epift. Ixii.). Opxv uv iroXXnv ,uiv

cXiyeof.ai n^i^y iiy.iy 7rp;j tsj fey; j and again, »,aaj Je sTM paSt'/*!)?, &c.

Epift. Ixiii.

4' He praifes the fidelity of Callixene, prieftefs of Ceres, who
had been twice as conftant as Penelope, and rewards her with the

priefthood of the Phrygian goddefs at PeiTinus (Jxilian. Epift. xxi.).

He applauds the firmnefs of Sopater of Hicrapolis, who had been
repeatedly prcllcd by Conftantius and Gnllus to apoflatlze (Epift, xxvii.

p. 401.).

4} O J: lo/ai^a)'- a?iX<^a Xeytff Tf vctt Scixv i:pa. Orat. Parent, c. 77.

p. 302. The fame fentiment is frequently inculcated by Julian,

X-ibanius, and the rell of their party.

of
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G H A P. of rhetoricians, and of philofophers, haftened to

the Imperial court, to occupy the vacant places

of the bilhops, who had feduced the credulity

of Conftantius. His fucceffor efteemed the ties

of common initiation as far more facred than

thofe of confanguinity : he chofe his favourites

among the fages, who were deeply flcilled in the

occult fciences of magic and divination j and

every impoftor, who pretended to reveal the fe-

crets of futurity, was alTured of enjoying the

prefent hour in honour and affluence**. Among
the philofophers, Maximus obtained the moft

eminent rank in the friendfhip of his royal dif-

ciple, who communicated, with unreferved con-

fidence, his aftions, his fentiments, and his re-

ligious defigns, during the anxious fufpenfe of

the civil war '^^ As foon as Julian had taken

poOeffion of the palace of Conftantinople, he dif-

patched an honourable and preffing invitation to

IMaximus i who then refided at Sardes in Lydia,

with Chryfanthius, the afibciate of his art and

Iludies. The prudent and fuperftitious Chry-

fanthius refufed to undertake a journey which

fhewed itfelf, according to the rules of divina-

tion, with the moft threatening and malignant

afped : but his companion, whofe fanaticifna

was of a bolder caft, perfiiled in his interroga-.

tions, till he had extorted from the gods a feem-

44 The curiofity and credulity of the emperor, who tried eveiy

mode of divination, are fairly expoled by Ammianus, xxii. 12.

A-5 Julian. Epift. xxxviii. Three other epifties (xv. xvi. xxxix.)

jn the fame ftyle of friend/hip and cpnfi^ence, are ^ddreiT^d to the

philofoj)hev JVJaxirnus,
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ing confent to his own wifhes, and thofe of the

emperor. The journey of Maximus through the

cities of Afia, difplayed the triumph of philo-

fophic vanity i and the magiflrates vied with

each other in the honourable reception which

they prepared for the friend of their fovereign,

Julian was pronouncing an oration before the

fenate, when he was informed of the arrival of

Maximus. The emperor immediately inter-

rupted his difcourfe, advanced to meet him, and,

after a tender embrace, conduced hiin by the

hand into the midft of the affembly : where he

publicly acknowledged the benefits which he had

derived from the inftruftions of the philofopher.

Maximus "*% who foon acquired the confidence^

and influenced the councils, of Julian, was in-

fenfibly corrupted by the temptations of a court.

His drefs became more folendid, his demeanour

more lofty, and he was expofed, under a fuc-»

ceeding reign, to a difgraceful inquiry into the

means by which the difciple of Plato had accu-

mulated, in the fhort duration of his favour, a

very fcandalous proportion of wealth. Of the

other philofophers and fophifts, who were invited

to the Imperial refidence by the choice of Julian,

or by the fuccefs of Maximus, few were able to

4^5 Eunapius fin Maximo, p. 77, jS, 79, and in Chryfanthio,

p. 147, 14.8.) ^las minutely related thefe anecdotes, which he con-
ceives to be the moft important events of the age. Yet he fairly

confeffes the frailty of Maximus. His reception at Confrr.ntinople

IS defcribed by Libanius (Orat. Pareut. c. 36. p. 301.) and Ammi-
an-js (xxii. 7.},

prcferve



lions.

94 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^JL^jt^' preferve their innocence, or tlieir reputation *^

The liberal gifts of money, lands, and houfes,

were infufficient to fatiate their rapacious ava-

rice J and the indignation of the people was juftly

excited by the remembrance of their abjed po-

verty and difinterelted profeffions. The pene-

tration of Julian could not always be deceived

:

but he was unwilling to defpife the chara6ters of

thofe men whofe talents deferved his efieem j he

defired to efcape the double reproach of impru-

dence and inconflancy j and he was apprehenfive

of degrading, in the eyes of the profane, the

honour of letters and of religion **.

Conver- The favour of Julian was almoft equally di-

vided between the Pagans, who had firmly ad-

hered to the worfhip of their anceftors, and the

Chriftians, who prudently embraced the religion

of their Ibvereign. The acquifition of new pro-

felytes '^^ gratified the ruling palTions of his foul,

4-7 Chryfanthiiis, who had refufed to quit Lydia, was created

high-priell of the province. His cautious and temperate ule of

power fecured him after the revolution ; and he lived in peace ;

while Maximus, Prifcus, &c. were perfecuted by the Chrillian mi-

nilters. See the adventures of thole fanatic Ibphifts, collected by

Brucker, torn. ii. p. 281

—

293.

48 See Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. loi, 102. p. 324, 325, 326.)

and Eunapius (Vit. Sophift. in Proserefio, p. 126.). Some ftudents,

whofe expeftations perhaps were groundlefs, or extravagant, re-

tired in difguft (Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. p. 120.). It is ftrange that

we fiiouhl not be able to contradifl the title of one of Tillemont's

chapters (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 960.), " La Cour de

" Jullen eft pleine de philofophes et de gens perdus."

49 Under the reign of Lewis XIV. his fubjeiSls of every rank

afpired to the glorious title of Convertiffeur, exprefllve of their zeal

and fuccefs in making profelytes. The word and the idea »re

growing obfolete in France j may they never be introduced into

England I

fuper-
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fLiperftition and vanity; and he was heard to ^^^^'
declare, with the enthufiafm of a miflionary,

that if he could render each individual richer

than Midas, and every city greater than Babylon,

he fliould not efteem himfelf the benefador of

mankind, unlefs, at the fame time, he could

reclaim his fubjefls from their impious revolt

againfb the immortal gods ^°. A prince, who

had ftudied human nature, and who poflefled the

treafures of the Roman empire, could adapt his

arguments, his promifes, and his rewards, to

every order of Chriflians
^'

; and the merit of a

feafonable converfion was allowed to fupply the

defetfls of a candidate, or even to expiate the

guilt of a criminal. As the army is the moil

forcible engine of abfclute power^ Julian applied

himfelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the

religion of his troops, without whofe hearty

concurrence every meafure muft be dangerous

and unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper of fol-

diers made this conqueft as eafy as it was im-

portant. The legions of Gaul devoted them-

felves to the faith, as well as to the fortunes, of

their vi6torious leader j and even before the

death of Conftantius, he had the fatisfaclion of

announcing to his friends, that they affifted with

5" Sec the ftrong expreflions of Libanius, which were probably

thofe of Julian himfelf (Orat. Parent, c. 59. p. 2S5.).

5' When Gregory Nazian;'en (Orat. x. p. 167.) is difiroiis to

roagnify the Chriftian firmnefs of his brother Csefarius, phylician to

the Imperial court, he owns that Csfarius dlfputed with a formid-

able adverfary, ttcAw e*' owXei;, xti f^zyav ev \cya,v ^Bmrnrt. In his

invectives, he fcarccly allows any fliare of wit or courage to the

apultate.

fervent
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C H A P. fervent devotion, and voracious appetite, at thei

facrifices, which were repeatedly offered in his

camp, of whole hecatombs of fat oxen ^\ The
armies of the Ead, which had been trained un-

der the fbandard of the crofs, and of Conftantius,

required a more artful and expenfive mode of

perfuafion. On the days of folemn and public

fefiivals, the emperor received the homage, and

rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne

of ftate was encircled with the military enfigna

of Rome and the republic j the holy name of

Chrift was erazed from the Labarum ; and the

fymbcls of war, of majefty, and of pagan fuper-

ftition, were fo dexteroufly blended, that the

faithful fubjedt incurred the guilt of idolatry,

when he refpe6tfully faiuted the perfon or image

of his fovereign. The foldiers pafled fuccefTively

in review J and each of them, before he received

from the hand of Julian a liberal donative, pro-

portioned to his rank and fervices, was required

to caft a few grains of incenfi into the flame

which burnt upon the altar. Some Chrifiiaa

confefibrs mjght refid, and others might repent i

but the far greater number, allured by the pro-

fpefl of gold, and awed by the prefence of the

emperor, contra6led the criminal engagement^

5* Julian. Epift. xxxvili. Ammianus, xxii. 12. AJco ut in

dies pasne fingiilos milites cuinis diftentioie fagina viftitantes incul-

tius, potufque aviditate correpti, huracris impofiti tranfeuntiiim per

plateas, ex publicis jedibus .... ad fua diverforia portarentur.

The devout prince and the indignant hillorian delcribe the fame

fcene ; and in Illyricum or Antiocb, limilar caufes mull have pro-

duced fimilar eftci^Ls.

± and
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and their future perfeverance in the worlhip of Chap.

^he gods was enforced by every confideration of u—i,,-,^

duty and of interefl. By the frequent repetition

of thefe arts, and at the expence of fums which

would have purchafed the fervice of half the

nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired for

his troops the imaginary prote6tion of the gods,

and for himfelf the firm and efiedual fupport of

the Roman legions ". It is indeed more than

probable, that the reftoration and encouragement

of Paganifm revealed a multitude of pretended

Chriftians, who, from motives of temporal

advantage, had acquiefced in the religion of the

former reign ; and who afterwards returned, with

the fame flexibility of confcience, to the faith

which was profclTed by the fuccefibrs of Julian.

"While the devout monarch incefiantly laboured The Jews,

to reftore and propagate the religion of his an-

cefl:orS) he embraced the extraordinary defign of

rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem. In a pub-

lic epiftle '* to the nation or community of the

Jews, difperfed through the provinces, he pities

their misfortunes, condemns their opprelTorSj

praifes their conllancyj declares himfelf their

^5 Gregory (Oiat. ili. p. 74, 75. S3— 86.) and Libanius (Oiat.

Parent, c. Ixxxi, Ixxxii. p. 307, 308.) wiji tqutiv tr,\ fTrvJ-rj ex aj-

%Hfxxim\-dtyi a-ny.^es-'ir.i fxiya\. The fopliift owiis and juftifies the ex-

pence of thefe military converfions.

s-i- Julian's epiftle (xxv.) is addrefled to the community of the

Jews. Aldus (Venet. 1499.) has branded it with an u yyrai(,i \ but

this ftlgma is juftly removed by tlie fubfequent editors, Petavius and

Spanhemi. The epiftle is mentioned by Sozomen (I. v. c. 2.2.),

and the purport of it is confirmed by Gregory (Drat. iv. p. 111.),

and by Julian himfelf. Fragment, p. 295.

Vol, IV. H ,^raciou3
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CHAP, gracious protedlor, and exprefTes a pious hope,

V—V—' that after his return from the Perfian war, he

may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to

the Almighty in his holy city of Jerufalem.

The blind fuperftition, and abjed flavery, of

thofe unfortunate exiles, muft excite the con-

tempt of a philofophic emperor; but they de-

ferved the friendfliip of Julian, by their impla-

cable hatred of the Chriftian name. The barren

fynagogue abhorred and envied the fecundity of

the rebellious church : the power of the Jews

was not equal to their malice j but their graveftr

rabbis approved the private murder of an apo-

ftate " ; and their feditious clamours had often

awakened the indolence of the pagan magiftrates.

Under the reign of Conftantine, the Jews be-

came the fubjefts of their revolted children, nor

was it long before they experienced the bitternefs

of domeftic tyranny. The civil immunities

which had been granted, or confirmed, by Se-

verus, were gradually repealed by the Chriftian

princes ; and a rafh tumult, excited by the Jews

of Paleftine '% feemed to juftify the lucrative

modes of opprefiion, which were invented by the

bifliops and eunuchs of the court of Conftantius.

s; The Mifnah denounced death againft thofe who abandoned the

fovindation. The judgment of zeal is explained by Marfham (Ca-

Aon. Chron. p. i6i, i6a. edit. fol. London, 1672.) and Bafnagt

(Hlft. des Juit's, torn. viii. p. 120.). Conftantine made a law to

proteft Chriilian converts from Judaifm. Cod. Theod. 1. xvi.

tit. viii. leg. I. Godefioy, torn. vi. p. 215.

56 Et interea (during the civil war of Magnentius) Judaeorum

feditio, qui Patrlciura nefarie in regni fpeciem fuftulerunt, oppreffa.

Aurelius Vi6>or, in Conftantio, c. xlii. See Tillemont, Hift. des

Empereurii torn, iy, p, 379, in 4to.

The

1
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The Jewilh patriarch, who was ftill permitted CHAP.

to exercife a precarious jurifdidtion, held his _ , j

refidence at Tiberias " j and the neighbouring

cities of Paleftine were filled with the remains of

a people, who fondly adhered to the promifed

land. But the edid of Hadrian was renewed

and enforced ; and they viewed from afar the

walls of the holy city, which were profaned in

their eyes by the triumph of the crofs, and the

devotion of the Chriftians *^

In the midfl: of a rocky and barren country, Jerufaleia,

the walls of Jerufalem " inclofed the two moun-

tains of Sion and Acra, within an oval figure of

about three Englifh miles ^°, Towards the fouth,

the upper town, and the fortrefs of David, were

creeled on the lofty afcent of Mount Sion : on

the north fide, the buildings of the lower town

covered the fpacious fummit of Mount Acraj

and a part of the hill, diftinguiflied by the name
of Moriah, and levelled by human induftry,

was crowned with the ftately temple of the Jewilh.

nation. After the final deftruftion of the tem-

ST The city and fynagogue of Tiberias are curioufly defcribed by
Reland. Paleftin. torn. ii. p. 1036— 1042.

J* Bafnage has fully illuftrated the ftate of the Jews under Con-
ftantine and his fucceffors (torn. viii. c. iv. p. 111— 153.).

59 Reland (Paleftin. 1. i. p. 309. 390, 1. iii. p. 83S.) defcribes,

with learning and pcrfpicuity, Jerufalem, and the face of the adja-

cent country.

^° I have confulted a rare and curious treatife of M. d'Anville

(fur I'ancienne Jerufalem, Paris 1747. p. 75.)' The circumference

of the ancient city (Eufeb. Prseparat. Evangel. 1. ix. c. 36.) was
twenty-feven ftadia, or 2550 toifes> A plan, taken on the fpot,

affigns no more than 1980 for the modern town. The circuit is

defined by natural land-marks, which cannot be miitaken, or re- i

moved.

H 2 pie.
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^xxm^' P^^* ^y ^^^ ^^"^^ of Titus and Hadrian, a plough-

fhare was drawn over the confecrated grounds

as a fign of perpetual interdiction. Sion was

deferted : and the vacant fpaee of the lower city-

was filled with the public and private edifices

of the i^lian colony, which fpread themfelves

over the adjacent hill of Calvary. The holy

places were polluted with monuments of idolatry j

and, either from defign or accident, a chapel

was dedicated to Venus, on the fpot which had

been fanftified by the death and refurreclion of

Chrifl ''°. Almoft three hundred years after thofe

ftiipendous events, the profane chapel of Venus

was demolifhed by the order of Conftantine ; and^

the removal of the earth and ftones revealed the

holy fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A mag-
nificent church was erected on that myftic ground,

by the firft Christian emperor j and the efFedls

of his pious m.unificence were extended to every

fpot, v/hich had been confecrated by the foot-

ileps of patriarchs, of prophets, and of the Son

of God '\

Pilgrim- The paffionate defire of contemplating the

original monuments of the redemption, attrafted

to Jerufalem a fucceflive crowd of pilgrims, from

the fhores of the Atlantic ocean, and the moft

^° See two curious paffages in Jerom (torn. i. p. loz. torn. vi»

p. 5i5.)> S'ld ifie ample details of Tillemont (Hift. des Empei'eurs^

lom. i. p. 569. torn. ii. p. 289. 294. 4to edition).

^^ Eufebius, in Vit. Conilantin. 1. iii. c. 25—47. 51— 53. Th»
emperor likewife built churches at Bethlem, the Mount of Olives,

and the oak of Mambre. The holy fepulchre is defcribed by Sandy*

(Travels, p. 125— 133.), and curioufly delineated by Le Bruyn

(Voyage au Levant, p. 288—296.),

5 diflanC;

as.es.
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diftant countries of the Eaft *^; and their piety ^.^^^j^*

was authorifcd by the example of the emprefs s.—v—.«i

Helena; who appears to have united the credu-

lity of age with the warm feelings of a recent

converfion. Sages and heroes, who have vifited

the memorable fcenes of ancient wifdom or glory,

have confeflVd the infpiration of the genius of

the place** ; and the Chriftian, who knelt before

the holy fepulchre, afcribcd his lively faith, and

his fervent devotion, to the more immediate in-

fluence of the Divine fpirit. The zeal, perhaps

the avarice, of the clergy of Jerufalem, cherifhed

and multiplied thefe beneficial vifits. They
fixed, by unqueftionable tradition, the fcene of

each memorable event. They exhibited the

inftruments which had been uled in the paflion

of Chrift J the nails and the lance that had

pierced his hands, his feet, and his fide j the

crown of thorns that was planted on his head ;

the pillar at v;hich he was fcourged : and, above

all, they fiiewed the crofs on v/hich he fufiered,

and which was dug out of the earth in the reign

of thofe princes, who inferted the fymbol of

Chriflianity in the banners of the Roman legi-

ons **. Such miracles, as feemed neceflliry to

account

** The Itinerary from Bourdeaux to Jerufalem, was compofed in

the year 333, for the ufe of pilgrims ; among whom Jerom (torn. i.

p. 126.) mentions the Britons and the Indians. The caufes of this

fuperftitious fafhion are difcuffed in the learned and judicious pre-

face of Wefieling (Itinerar. p. 537— <;4S.)

<'' Cicero (de Finibus, v. i,) has beautifully cxprefTed the com-

mon fenfe of mankind.

64 Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 326. N" 42—50.) and Til-

ioDOjit (Mem, Ecclef, torn. vii. p. 8—16.) are the liiftorians and

H 5
cham-.
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CHAP, account for its extraordinary prefervation, an4

^ -^- feafonable difcovery, were gradually propagated

without oppofition. The cuftody of the true

crofsy which on Eafter Sunday was folemnly ex-

pofed to the people, was entrufted to the bifhop

of Jerufdlem j and he alone might gratify the

curious devotion of the pilgrims, by the gift of

fmall pieces, which they enchafed in gold or

gems, and carried away in triumph to their re-

ipecliye countries. But as this gainful branch of

commerce muft foon have been annihilated, it was

found convenient to fuppofe, that the marvel-

lous wood poflefled a fecret power of vegetation;

and that its fubflance, though continually dimi-

nifhed, ftill remained entire and unimpaired *-,

It might perhaps have been expedlcd, that the

influence of the place, and the belief of a per-

petual miracle, fhould have produced fome falu-

tary effefts on the morals, as well as on the

faith, of the people. Yet the moft refpedable

of the ecclefiaftical writers have been obliged to

confefs, not only that the ftreets of Jerufalem

champions of the miraculous invention of the crofs, undei* the reign

of Conftantine, Their oldeft witnefies are Paulinus, Sulpicius Se-

verus, Rufinus, Ambrofe, and perhaps Cyril of Jerufalem. The
filence of Eufebius, and the Bourdeaux pilgrim, which fatisfies

thofe who think, perplexes thofe who believe. See Jortin's fenfible

remarks, vol. ii. p. 238—248.

^5 This multiplication is afferted by Paulinus (epift. xxxvi. See

Dupin, Bibliot. Ecclef. torn. iii. p. 149.)} who feems to have im-

proved a rhetorical flourifli of Cyril into a real faft. The fame

fupernatural privilege muft have been communicated to the Virgin's

milk (Erafmi Opera, tom. i. p. 778. Lugd. Batav. 1703. in Col-

loq, de Peregrinat. Religionis ergo), faints heads, &c. and other

ifelicsj which were repeated ia fo many different churches.

^ere
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were filled with the inceflant tumult of bufinefs chap.
1 /* /• •

wVJV 111*

and pleafure , but that every fpecies of vicej y^...^,.,.^^

adultery, theft, idolatry, poifoning, murder, was

familiar to the inhabitants of the holy city *^»

The wealth and pre-eminence of the church of

Jcrufalem excited the ambition of Arian, as well

as orthodox, candidates ; and the virtues of Cy-

ril, who, fince his death, has been honoured with

the title of Saint, were difplayed in the exercife,

rather than in the acquifition, of his epifcopa^

dignity ^*.

The vain and ambitious mind of Julian mi^ht J"^'^" =^*-

^ tempts to

afpire to reftore the ancient glory of the temple rebuild th«

of Jerufalem *'. As the Chriftians were firmly
^^'"^ ^^

perfuaded that a fentence of everlafting deftruc-

tion had been pronounced againft the whole fabric

of the Mofaic law, the Imperial fophift would

^ Jerom (torn. i. p. 103), who redded in the neighbouring vil-

lage of Bethlem, defcribes the vices of Jeiufalem from his perfonal

experience.

^7 Gregor. Nyflen, apud Weffeling;, p. 539. The whole epiftle

which condemns either the ufe or the abufe of religious pilgrimage,

is painful to the Catholic divines ; while it is dear and familiar to

our Proteftant polemics.

^^ He renounced his orthodox ordination, officiated as a deacon,

and was re-ordained by the hands of the Arians. But Cyril after-

wards changed with the times, and prudently conformed to the Ki-

cene faith. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn, viii.), who treats his

memory with tendernefs and refpeft, has thrown his virtues into the

text, and his faults into the notes, in decent obfcurity, at the en4

of the volume.

•59 Imperii fui memoriam magnitydine openim geftiens propagare

Ammian. xxiii. i. The temple^f Jerufalem had been famous even

among the Gentiles. They had many temples in each city (at Si-

^hem five, at Gaza eight, at Rome four hundred and twenty-four)
;

^ut the wealth an^l i-eligion of the Jewifh nation was centered in one

^ot,

H 4 have
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^J!,^/' have converted the fuccefs of his undertaking,

into a fpecious argument againfl: the faith of

prophecy, and the truth of revelation '°. He
was difpleafcd with the fpiritual worfliip of the

fynagogue; but he approved the inftitutions of

Moies, who had not difdained to adopt many of

the rites and ceremonies of Egypt ''. The local

and national deity of the Jev/s was fincerely

adored by a polytheifl, who dcTired only to mul-

tiply the number of the gods '^
; and fuch was

the. appetite of Julian for bloody facrlfice, that

his emulation might be excited by the piety of

Solomon, who had offered, at the feaft of the

dedication, twenty-two thoufand oxen, and one

hundred and twenty thoufand flieep ". Thefe

confiderations might influence his defigns j but

the profped of an immediate and important ad-

7° The fecret intentions of Julian are revealed by the late bi/hop

of Gloucefter, the learned and dogmatic Warburton ; who, with the

authority of a theologianj prelcribes -the motives and conduct of

the Supreme Being. The dilcourfe entitled Julian (2d edition, Lon-

don, 1751)} is ftrongly majked with all the peculiarities which are

imputed to the Warburtonian fchool,

7> I fijelter myfelf behind Maliponides, Marfnam, Spencer, Le
Clerc, Warburton, &c. who have fairly derided the fears, the folly

and the falfehood, of feme fuperltitious divines. See Divine Lega-

tion, vol. iv. p. 25, &c.

7i Julian (Fragment, p, 295.) refpeftfully ftyles him /me;/*? fl.=3{»

and mentions him elfewhere (epift. Ixiii.) with ftill higher reverence.

He doubly condemns the Chriftians : for believing, and for renounc-

ing, the religion of the Jews. Their Deity was a true, but not the

or.lyy God. Apud Cyril. 1. ix. p. 305, 306.

73 1 Kings viii. 63. 2 Chronicles vii. 5. Jofeph. Antlquitat.

Judaic. 1. viii. c. 4, p. 4.3T. edit. Havercamp. As .the .blood and

fmoke of fo many hecatombs might be inconvenient, Lightfoot, the

ChriiUan rabbi, removes them by a miracle. Le Clerc (ad loca) ;>

^pld enough to fufpeil the fidelity of tlie numbers.

vantage
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vantag^e, would not fufFcr the impatient monarch chap
to expeft the remote and uncertain event of the

Perfian war. He refolved to ered, without de-?

lay, on the commanding eminence of Moriah, a

llately temple, which might ecjipfe the fplendor

of the church of the Refurredtion on the adja-

cent hill of Calvary ; to eftablifii an order of

priefts, whofe interelted zeal would deted the

arts, and refill the ambition, of their Chriftian

rivals ; and to invite a numerous colony of Jews,

whofe flern fanaticifm would be always prepared

to fecond, and even to anticipate, the hoftile

meafures of the pagan government. Among the

friends of the emperor (if the names of emperor

and of friend are not incompatible) the firfl:

place was afilgned, by Julian himfelf, to the vir-

tuous and learned Alypius ''*, The humanity of

Alypius was tempered by fevere juftice, and

manly fortitude; and v/hile he exercifed his abi-

lities in the civil adminiilration of Britain, he

imitated, in his poetical compofitions, the har-

mony and foftnefs of the odes of Sappho. This

minifter, to whom Julian communicated, with-

out referve, his moft careleis levities, and his

moft ferious counfels, received an extraordinary

commiflion to reftore, in its priftine beauty, the

temple of Jerufalem] and the diligence of Aly-

pius required and obtained the ftrenuous fupport

of the governor of Paleftine, At the call of their

great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces

of the empire, alTembled on the holy mountain

74 Julian, epift. xxix, xxx. La Bleterie has neglected to tranflat?

^he fecond of tliefe epiitles.

of
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CHAP, of their fathers i and their infolent triumph
XXIII ... .

alarmed and exafperated the Chriftian inhabitants

of Jerufalem. The defire of rebuilding the tem-

ple has, in every age, been the ruling pafiion of

the children of Ifrael. In this propitious moment
the men forgot their avarice, and the women
their delicacy; fpades and pickaxes of filver were

provided by the vanity of the rich, and the rub-

bilh was tranfported in mantles of filk and purple.

Every purfe was opened in liberal contributions,

every hand claimed a Ihare in the pious labour

;

and the commands of a great monarch were

executed by the enthufiafm of a whole people '^'

The enter- Yet, on this occafion, the joint efforts of

Ffcated^

^^' pow^J* ^"^ cnthufiafm were unfuccefsful j and

the ground of the Jewifh temple, which is now

covered by a Mahometan mofque '% ftill con-

tinued to exhibit the fame edifying fpeftacle of

ruin and defolation. Perhaps the abfence and

death of the emperor, and the new maxims of a

Chriftian reign, might explain the interruption

of an arduous work, which was attempted only

in the laft fix months of the life of Julian '*.

75 See the zeal and impatience of the Jews in Gregory Nazlan-

zen (Orat. iv. p. iii.) and Theodoret (1, iii. c. 20.).

76 Built by Omar, the lecond Khalif, who died A. D. 644.

This o-reat mofque covers the whole confecrated ground of the Jew-

ifh temple, and conftitut€S almoft a fquare of 760 totfa, or one Ro-

man mile in circumference. See d'Anville Jerufalem, p. 45.

77 Ammianus records the confuls of the year 363, before he pro-

ceeds to mention the thoughts of Julian. Templum . . . inftaurare

fumptibus cogttabat immodicis. Warburton has a fecret wifh to an-

ticipate the defign ; but he muft have underftood, from former exam-

ples, that the execution of Aich a work wo\il4 have demanded many

years.,

But
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But the Chriftians entertained a natural and chap.

pious expectation, that, in this memorable con- _ ^ \j

teft, the honour of religion would be vindicated

by fome fignal miracle. An earthquake, a whirl-

wind, and a fiery eruption, which overturned

and fcattered the new foundations of the temple,

are attefted, with fome variations, by contem^-

porary and refpectable evidence '^ This public

event is defcribed by Ambrc-fe % bifhop of Mi-

lan, in an epiftle to the emperor Theodofius,

which muft provoke the fevere animadverfion of

the Jews ; by the eloquent Chryfoftom ^°, who

might appeal to the memory of the elder part of

his congregation at Antioch j and by Gregory

Nazianzen *', who publifhed his account of the perhaps by

miracle before the expiration of the fame year.
n^t^faJ^l

The lad of thcfe writers has boldly declared, vent,

that this prseternatural event was not difputed by

the infidels i and his aiTertion, ftrange as it may

78 The fubfequcnt witncfTes, Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret,

Philoftoigius, &c. add contradiftions, rather than authority. Com-
pare the objeiJlions of Balnage iHift. des Juifs, torn. viii. p. 157—
j68) with Warburton's anlwers (Julian, p. 174—258J. The bi-

lliop has ingenioufly explained the miraculous crofies which appeared

on the garments of the fpeftators by a Hmilar inftancc, and the na-

tural effects of lightning.

79 Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xl. p. 946. edit. Benediftin. He
compol'cd this fanatic epiitle (A. D. 388.) to juftify a hifliop, who
had been condemned by the civil magiftrate for burning a fvna-

gogue.

^" Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 580. adverf. Jud<t-os et Gentes, torn.

ii. p. 574. de St°. Babyla, edit. Montfaucon. I have followed the

common and natural fuppofition ; but the learned Benediftine, who
dates the compohtion of thel'e f'ermons in the year 383, is confident

they were never pionounced from the pulpit,

*• Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iv. p, 110— 113. To h av •jripiSovrct

pasri 6ay^ua, «ai gh Tct; rSici? avTiig oTrifCf/tsV/i' X»|>;v f^^Cfjixi,

fcem^
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^Txm^'
^^^^'^' ^^ confirmed by the unexceptionable tefti-^

mony of Ammianus Marcellinus °\ The philo-

fophic ibldier, who loved the virtues, without

adopting the prejudices, of his matter, has re-

corded, in his judicious and candid hiftory of

his own times, the extraordinary obftaclcs which
'

interrupted the reftoration of the temple of Jeru-

falem. " Whilft Alypius, afilfted by the go-
*' vernor of the province, urged, with vigour

*' and diligence, the execution of the work,

'^ horrible balls of fire breaking out near the

*' foundations, with frequent and reiterated at-

** tacks, rendered the place, from time to time,

" inaccefiible to the fcorched and blafted work-
*^ men j and the vidlorious element continuing

" in this manner obflinately and refolutely bent,

^* as it were, to drive them to a diflance, the

'* undertaking was abandoned." Such authority

fhould fatisfy a believing, and mud ailonifh an

incredulous, mind. Yet a philofopher may ftill

require the original evidence of impartial and

intelligent fpedators. At this important crifis,

any fingular accident of nature would aflume the

appearance, and produce the eff'ecls, of a real

prodigy. This glorious deliverance would be

8i Ammian. xxiii. i. Cum itaque rei fortlter inftaret Alypius,

iuvaretque provincise reftor, metuendi globi flammaium prope fun-

(.{amenta crebris affultibus eiunipentes feceie locum exuftis aliquoties

operantibus inacceffum : hocque modo elemento dellinatius repellente,

cclTavit inceptum. Warburton labours (p. 60—90.) to extort a

confefHon of the miracle from the mouths of Julian and Libanius,

;ind to employ the evidence of a rabbi, who lived in the fifteenth cenr

t\ny. Sucli witnefies can only be received by a very favourable

Judge.

fpeedily
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fpeedily improved and magnified by the pious art C h a p.

of the clergy of Jerufalem, and the aflivecre- '^-^-
'_r

dulity of the Chriftian world; and, at the diftance

of twenty years, a Roman hiftorian, carelefs of

theological difputes, might adorn his work with

the fpecious and fplendid miracle *^.

The reftoration of the Jewifh temple was fe- Partiality

cretly conne6led with the ruin of the Chriftian

church. Julian ftill continued to maintain the

freedom of religious worfhip, without diiLinguifli-

ing, whether this univerfal toleration proceeded

from his juftice, or his clemency. He afFedled

to pity the unhappy Chriftians, who were mif-

taken in the moft important objeft of their lives s

but his pity was degraded by contempt, his con-

tempt was embittered by hatred ; and the fen-

timents of Julian were exprefied in a ftyle of

farcaftic wit, which inflidls a deep and deadly

wound, whenever it ilTues from the mouth of a

fovereign. As he was fenfible that the Chriftians

gloried in the name of their Redeemer, he coun-

tenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the ufe of the

iefs honourable appellation of Galileans **.

He declared, that, by the folly of the Galil^eans,

^3 Dr. Lardner, perhaps alone of the Chriftian critics, prefumes

to doiibt the truth of this famous miracle (Jewifh and Heathen Tef-

timonies, vol. iv. p. 47— 71. )• The filence of Jerom would lead

to a fufpicion, that the fame ftory, which was celebrated at a difr

tance, might be defpifed on the fpot.

84 Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 81. And this law was confirmed by

the invariable practice of Julian himfelf. Waiburton has juftly ob-

ferved (p, 35.'), that the Platonifts believed in the myftcrious virtue

of words ; and Julian's diflike for the name of Chriit might proceed

from fuperftition, as well as from contempt.

whom
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*xxm^'
whom he defcribes as a fed of fanatics, contempt-

ible to men, and odious to the gods, the empire

had been reduced to the brink of deftrudion 5

and he infinuates in a public edi6l, that a frantic

patient might fometimes be cured by falutary

violence ^^ An ungenerous diftin6lion was ad-

mitted into the mind and counfels of Julian, that,

according to the difference of their religious fen-

timents, one part of his fubjetfts deferved his

favour and friendfliip, while the other was enti-

tled only to the common benefits that his juftice

could not refufe to an obedient people *^ Ac-
cording to a principle, pregnant with mifchief

and opprefTion, the emperor transferred, to the

pontiffs of his own religion, the management of

the liberal allowances from the public revenue,

•which had been granted to the church by the

piety of Conflantine and his fons. The proud

fyftem of clerical honours and immunities, which

had been conftrufled with fo much art and la-

bour, was levelled to the ground j the hopes of

teflamentary donations were intercepted by the

rigour of the laws ; and the priefts of the Chrif-

tian feft were confounded with the laft and moft

^i Fragment. Julian, p. 288. He derides the fAo^iaraT^iXainv (Epift,

vii.), and fo far lofes fight of the principles of toleration, as to wifh

»epiiL. xlii.) BxovTaj tac-fitti.

S^ Oti yap f^ol 6s|t/tiC B^i KOjut.il^ey,ev n sXgaifEjV

Thefe tv/o lines, which Julian has changed and perverted in the true

fpirit of a bigot (Epift. xlix.), are taken from the fpeech of jiEolus,

when he refufes to grant Ulyffes a frefh fupply of winds (Odyff. x.

73.). Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. lix. p. 286.) attempts to juftify.

this partial btbaviour, by an apology, in which perfeeution peeps

through the nialk of candour,

igno-
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ignominious clafs of the people. Such of thefe
^^^^J'

regulations as appeared neceflary to check the v^.~y— ..i

ambition and avarice of the ecclefiaftics, were

foon afterwards imitated by the wifdom of an

orthodox prince. The peculiar diftin6lions which

policy has bellowed, or fuperftition has laviihed,

on the facerdotal order, mujl be confined to thofe

priefts who profefs the religion of the ftate.

But the will of the legiflator was not exempt from

prejudice and pafTion j and it was the objed of

the infidious policy of Julian, to deprive the

Chriftians of all the temporal honours and ad-

vantages which rendered them refpedable in the

eyes of the world *'.

A juft and fevere cenfure has been inflifted Heprobu

on the law which prohibited the Chriftians from chriftian*

teachine: the arts of grammar and rhetoric ". 1"°"^.

The motives alleged by the emperor to juftify fchooi^.

this partial and oppreflive meafure, might com-

mand, during his life-time, the filence of flaves

and the applaufe of flatterers. Julian abufes the

ambiguous meaning of a word which might be

indifferently applied to the language and the re-

ligion of the Greeks : he contemptuoufly ob-

ferves, that the men who exalt the merit of im-

plicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the

advantages of fcience 5 and he vainly contends,

<'7 Thefe laws which afFefted the clergy, may be found in the

flight hints of Julian himfelf (Epift. lii.)> in the vague declamations

of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 86, 87. )> ami in the pofitive affertions of

Sozomen (1. v. c. 5.).

88 Incleftiens . , . peremU obruen<him filentio. Aflsmian. xxii,

ip. XXV. 5.

I tbat
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^J^^^P' that if they rcfiife to adore the gods of Homef
and Demofthencsi they ought to content them-

felves with expounding Luke and Matthew in> the

churches of the Galilseans ^'. In all the cities

of the Roman worlds the education of the youth

was entrutled to mailers of grammar and rhe-

toric; who were elected by the magiftrates,

maintained at the public expence, and diftin-

guiflied by many lucrative and honourable pri-

vileges. The edi(5t of Julian appears to have

included the phyficians, and profefTors of all the

liberal arts ; and the emperor, who referved to

himfelf the approbation of the candidates, was

authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or to punifh,

the religious conftancy of the moil learned of the

Chriftians °°. As Toon as the refignation of the

more obflinate ^* teachers had eflablifhed the un-

rivalled dominion of the Pagan fophifls, Julian

invited the rifing generation to refort with free-

dom to the public fchools, in a jull confidence,

So The cdi6l itfcif, which is ftill extant among the epiftles of Ju-

lian (xlii.), may be compared with tlie loofe inveftives of Gregory

(Orat. iii. p. 96.)' Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. Izyi—

1204.) has colleftcd the feeming differences of ancients and moderns.

They may be eafily reconciled. The Chriflians were dinfl/y forbid

to teach, they were wdireffly forbid to learn j fmce thfey wotlld not

frequent the fchools of the Pagans.

9° Codex Theodof. 1. xiii. tit. iii. de medicis et profeflbribus,

leo-. 5. (publiihed the 17th of June, deceived, at Spoleto in Italy, the

29th of July, ^. D. 363.) with Godefroy's Illuftrations, torn. v. p. 31.

91 Orofius celebrates their difinterefted refolution, Sicut a majo-

ribus noftris compertum habemus, omnesubique properaodum

officium quam fidem deferere maluerunt, vii. 30. Proserefius, a

Chriftian fophift, refufed to accept the partial favour of the emperor.

Hieronym. in Chron. p. iS|. Edit. Scaliger. Eunapius in Prore-

refio, p. 126.

that
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that their tender minds would receive the im- ^xxin^*
preffions of literature and idolatry. If the greateft '—yr—^

part of the Chrifcian youth fhould be deterred

by their own fcruples, or by thofe of their pa-

rents, from accepting this dangerous mode of

inflruflion, they muft, at the fame time, relin-

quifh the benefits of a liberal education. Julian

had reafon to exped: that, in the fpace of a few

years, the church would relapfe into its primse-

val fimplicity, and that the theologians, who
poITefled an adequate (hare of the learning and

eloquence of the age, would be fucceeded by a

generation of blind and ignorant fanatics, inca-

pable of defending the truth of their own prin-

ciples, or of expofing the various follies of Poly-

theifm •*.

It was undoubtedly the wifh and the defign of Dirgracc

_,. . i/-.i'n' r 1
and op-

Juiian to deprive the Chnltians of the advantages pieffionof

of wealth, of knowledge, and of powers but the

injuflice of excluding them from all offices of

truft and profit, feems to have been the refult of

his general policy, rather than the immediate

confequence of any pofitive law '^ Superior

merit might deferve, and obtain, fome extraor-

9* They had recourfe to the expedient of compofing books for

their own fchools. Within a few months Apollinaiis produced his

Chriftian imitations of Homer (a facred hiltory in xxiv. books),

Pindar, Euripides, and Menander ; and Sozomen is fatisfied, that
"*

they equalled, or excelled, the originals.

9? It was the inftruftion of Julian to his magiftrates (Epift. vii.)

nfonixafdai fxtv To» T«j 8to!rt$H; xoi warn pr.fj.i htv. Sozomen (1. v.

c. i8.) and Socrates (1. iii, c. 13.) muft be reduced to the ftandard

of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 95.), not lefs prone to exaggeration, but

more reftrained by the actual knowledge of his contemporary

readers.

Vol. IV. I dinary

the Chrilt-

ians.
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c H A P. dinary exceptions j but the greater part of the

»
y^

' Chriftian officers were gradually removed from

their employments in the ftate, the army, and the

provinces. The hopes of future candidates were

extinguiihed by the declared partiality of a

prince, who malicioufly reminded them, that it

was unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the fword,

cither, of juftice, or, of war : and who ftudi-

oufly guarded the camp and the tribunals with

the enfigns of idolatry. The powers of govern-

ment were entrufted to the Pagans, who pro-

feffed an ardent zeal for the religion of their

anceftors ; and as the choice of the emperor was

often dircfted by the rules of divination, the

favourites whom he preferred as the mofi; agree-

able to the gods, did not always obtain the ap-

probation of mankind ^*. Under the admini-

llration of their enemies, the Chriftians had much
to fuffer, and more to apprehend. The temper

of Julian was averfe to cruelty 5 and the care of

his reputation, which was expofed to the eyes of

the univerfe, reftrained the philofophic monarch

from violating the laws of juftice and toleration,

Avhich he himfelf had fo recently eftablifhed.

But the provincial minifters of his authority were

placed in a lefs confpicuous ftation. In the

exercife of arbitrary power, they confulted the

wifties, rather than the commands, of their fover

reign ; and ventured to exercife a fecret and vexati-

ous tyranny againft the feftaries, on whom they were

54 ^KifM Sewv xe(( Jiftf; Kai fit Jjjtfj, Llbanius, Orat. Parent, c. 88.

p. 314.

not
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not permitted to confer the honours of martyr- c Ii ap.

dom. The emperor, who dllTembled, as long «,—.|,--i

as poflible, his knowledge of the injuftice that

was exercifed in his name, expreffed his real fenfe

of the condudt of his officers, by gentle reproofs

and fubftantial rewards ''.

The moft efFeftual inftrument of oppreflion. They are

with which they were armed, was the law that
g^'to^re""

obliged the Chriftians to make full and ample ftoiethe

fatisfa(5lion for the temples which they had de- temples,

ftroyed under the preceding reign. The zeal of

the triumphant church had not always expedled

the fandion of the public authority; and the

bifhops, who were fecure of impunity, had often

inarched, at the head of their congregations, to

attack and demolifh the fortrefles of the prince

of darknefs. The confecrated lands, which had

encreafed the patrimony of the fovereign or of

the clergy, were clearly defined, and eafily re-

llored. But on thefe lands, and on the ruins of

Pagan fuperftition, the Chriftians had frequently

ereded their own religious edifices : and as it

was neceflary to remove the church before the

temple could be rebuilt, the juftice and piety of

the emperor were applauded by one party, while

the other deplored and execrated his facrilegious

violence®^. After the ground was cleared, the

95 Greg. Naz. Orat. ili. p. 74, 91, 92. Socrates, 1. ili. c. 14.

Theodoret, 1. ili. c. 6. Some drawback may however be allowed

for the violence of tbelr zeal, not lefs partial than the zeal of

Julian.

96 If we compare the gentle l?.ngu?;ge ofLibanius (Orat. Parent.

c. 60. p. 2S6.) with the pafhonatc exclamations of Gregory (Orat.

iii. p. 86, 87.), v/e may find it diAicuIt to perfuade ourfelves, that

ihttwo oratoi-s are really defciibing the fame event,s.

I 2 reflitution
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CHAP, reftitution of thofe {lately ftrudlures, which had
XXIII.

v_-^-^ been levelled with the duft j and of the precious

ornanfients, which had been converted to Chrif-

tian ufes ; fwelled into a very large account of

damages and debt. The authors of the injury

had neither the ability nor the inclination to dif-

charge this accumulated demand : and the im-

partial wifdom of a legiflator would have been

difplayed in balancing the adverfe claims and

complaints, by an equitable and temperate ar-

bitration. But the whole empire, and particu-

larly the Eafl, was thrown into confufion by the

ra(h edids of Julian ; and the Pagan magiftrates,

inflamed by zeal and revenge, abufed the rigor-

ous privilege of the Roman law; which fubfti-

tutes, in the place of his inadequate property,

the perfon of the infolvent debtor. Under the

preceding reign, Mark, bifhop of Arethufa ^\

had laboured in the converfion of his people with

arms more efi^e6lual than thofe of perfuafion '*.

The magiftrates required the full value of a tem-

ple which had been deftroyed by his intolerant

-zeal : but as they were fatisfied of his poverty,

97 Reftan or Arethufa, at tlic equal diftance of fixtecn miles be-

tween Emefa (Hems), and Epiphania (Hamath), was founded, or aj-

leaft named, by Seleucus Nicator. Its peculiar sra dates from the

year of Rome 685; according to the medals of the city. In the

decline of the Seleucides, Eniefa and Arethufa were ufurped by the

Arab Sampficeramus, whofe poftcrity, the vaflals of Rome, were

not extinguiflied in the reign of Vefpafian. See d'Anville's Maps,

and Geographic Ancienne, torn. ii. p. 134. WelTeiing. Itineraria,

p. 188. and Norif. Epoch. Syro-Macedon. p. 80. 481, 482.

9** Sozomen, 1. v. c. xo. It is furprifmg, that Gregoiy and

Theodoret (hould fupprefs a circumftance, which, in their eyes,

nuift have enhanced the religious merit of the confeiTor.

they.
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they defired only to bend his inflexible fpirit to ^J^J^.^'

the promife of the flightefl compenfation. They

apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly

fcourged him, they tore his beard ; and his

naked body, anointed with honey, was fufpended,

in a net, between heaven and earth, and ex-

pofed to the ftings of infeds and the rays of a

Syrian Sun ". From this lofty ftation, Mark
ftill perfifted to glory in his crime, and to infult

the impotent rage of his perfecutors. He was

at length refcued from their hands, and difmiffed

to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con-

feflbrj the catholics ambitioufly claimed his al-

liance
^°°

; and the Pagans, who might be fuf-

ceptible of fhameor remorfe, were deterred from

the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty *°'. Ju-

lian fpared his life : but if the bifhop of Are-

99 The fufferings and conftancy of Mark, which Gregory has Co

tragically painted (Orat. iii. p. 88— 91. )» are confirmed by the un-

exceptionable and reiuftant evidence of Libanius. Mo^xe; ^xsiyss

X5£|att/ixsvo;, xa« fjtafiyefAtvs;, stai ta 'Trocyo^vog avru T(XXc,«£»a, <7ravta. tHyiiaiv

730. p. 350, 35T. Edit. Wolf. Amftel. 1738.

»^° Ui^tfA.axn'^iCf certatim eum fibi (Chriftiani) vindlcant. It is

thus that La Croze and Wolfiiis (ad loc.) have explained a Greek

word, whofe true fignification had been miftaken by former inter-

preters, and even by le Clerc (Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne,

torn. iii. p. 371.). Yet Tillemont is ftrangely puzzled to under-

ftand (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 1309.) bow Gregory and Theo-

djrct could miftake a Serni-Arian bifhop for a faint.

'01 See the probable advice of Salluft (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat, iii.

90, 91.). Libanius intercedes for a fimilar offender, left they

fiiould find many Md/ij
;

yet he allows, that if Orion had fecrcted

the confecrated wealth, he deferved to fuffcr the punifliment of Mar-

fyasj to be flayed alive (Epift. 730. p. 49— 35i.)«

I 3 thuHi
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CHAP, thufa had faved the infancy of Julian '°% pofte-f

_ ;-'_ rity will condemn the ingratitude, inftead of

praifing the clemency, of the emperor.

Thetem- At the diftance of five miles from Antioch,

clecfglve' the Macedonian kings of Syria had confecrated

qfDaphne, j-q Apollo one of the moft elegant places of de-

votion in the Pagan world "^^. A magnificent

temple rofe in honour of the god of light j and

his Colofial figure '°* almofl: filled the capacious

fanfluary, which was enriched with gold and

gems, and adorned by the flcill of the Grecian

artifts. The deity was reprefented in a bending

attitude, with a golden cup in his hand, pourr

ing out a libation on the earth j as if he fuppli-

cated the venerable mother to give to his arms

the cold and beauteous Daphne : for the fpot

was ennobled by fidion ; and the fancy of the

Syrian poets had tranfported the amorous tale

from the banks of the Peneus to thofe of the

Oronces. The ancient rites of Greece were imi-

tated by the royal colony of Antioch. A. dream

of prophecy, which rivalled the truth and re-

putation of the Delphic oracle, flowed from th^

J"* Gregory (Oiat. ili. p. 90.) is fatisfied, ^hat by faving thp

apoftate, Mark had deferved Itill more than he had fuffered.

»o3 The grove and tempje of Daphne are d^fcribed by Strabo

(1. xvi. p. 1083, 1090. edit, Amftel. 1707.), Libanius (Naenia,

p. 185—18?. Antiochic. Orat. xi. p. 380, 381.), and Sozomen

(1. V. c. 19. )• Weffcling (Itinerar. p. 581.), and Cafaubon (acj

Hift. Auguft. p. 64.) illullrate this curious fubjeft.

^°4- Simulacrum in to Qlympiaci Jovis imitamenti aequlparans

jnagnitudinem. Ammian. xxii. 13. The Olympic Jupiter was

fixty feet high, and his bulk, was confequently equal to tliat of a

ihoufand men. See a curious Mmohe of the Abbe Gedoyn (Aca-

4emie c^es Infcn'ptions, torn. ix. p. i^SO*

Cajlalian
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CaPalian fountain of Daphne "*'. In the adjacent ^JL^J**

fields a ftadium was built by a fpecial privi- -, .j-

lege""'', which had been purchafed from Elisj

the Olympic games were celebrated at the ex-

pence of the city ; and a revenue of thirty thou-

fand pounds fterling was annually applied to the

public pleafures '°'. The pi ipetual refort of

pilgrims and fpeftators infenfibly formed, in the

neighbourhood of the tennple, the {lately and

populous village of Daphne, which emulated the

fplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro-

vincial city. The temple and the village were

deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and

cyprefles, which reached as far as a circumfe-

rence of ten miles, and formed in the mod fultry

fummers a cool and impenetrable fhade. A
thoufand ftreams of the pureft water, ifluing

from every hill, preferved the verdure of the

*°5 Hadrian read the hiftory of his future fortunes on a leaf

xlipped in the Caftalian ftreani $ a trick, which, according to the

phyfician Vandale (dc Oraculis, p. 281, 282.;, might be' eafily per-

formed by chymical preparations. The emperor (lopped the f'ource

of fych dangerous knowledge j which vvas again opened by the de-

vout curiofity of Julian,

106 It wao purchafed, A. D. 44, in the year 92 of the sera of

Antioch (Norif. Epoch. Syro-Maced. p. 139— 174..' for the term of

ninety Olympiads. But the Olympic gumes of Antioch were not

regularly celebrated till the reign of Commodus. See the curious

details in the Chronicle of John Malala (torn. i. p. 290. 320.

372— 381.), a writer whofe merit and authority are confined within

the limits of his native city.

'°7 Fifteen talents of gold, bequeathed by Sofibius, who died in

the reign of Auguftus. The theatrical r»-enis of the Syrian cities,

in the age of Conftantint-, are ccjnpartd in the Lxpoiitio totius

?4undi, p. 6. (Hudfon, Geograph. Minor, torn. iii.).

I 4 earth.
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CHAP, earth, and the temperature of the air ; the fenfei

were gratified with harmonious founds and aro-

matic odours J and the peaceful grove was con-

fecrated to health and joy, to luxury and love.

The vigorous youth purfued, like Apollo, the

object of his defiresj and the blufhing maid was

warned, by the fate of Daphne, to fhun the folly

of unfeafonable coynefs. The foldier and the

philofopher wifely avoided the temptation of this

fenfual paradifc '°^
i where pleafure, afTuming the

character of religion, imperceptibly diiTolved the

firmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves of

Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the

veneration of natives and ftrangers j the privi-

leges of the holy ground were enlarged by the

munificence of fucceeding emperors j and every

generation added new ornaments to the fplendor

of the temple '°^

When Julian, on the day of the annual fefti-

val, hallened to adore the Apollo of Daphne,

his devotion was raifed to the higheft pitch of

eagernefs and impatience. His lively imagina-

tion anticipated the grateful pomp of victims, of

libations, and of incenfe j a long proceffion of

youths and yirgins, clothed in white robes, the

Ncgka
and piofa-

nation of

Paphne.

joS Avidio Caffio Syriacos legiones dedi luxuiia diffluentes et

Da^hnicis moribus. Thefe are the words of the emperor Marcus

Antoninus in an original letter preferved by his biographer in Hid.

Auguft. p. 41. Caflius dilmiffed or puniflied every foldier who
was feen at Daphne.

^°9 Aliquantum agrorum Daphnenfibus ^Q.(\\t(Pompty)f quo lucus

jbl fpatioiior fieret; deleflatus amoenitate loci et aquarum abundan-

tia. Eptropius, vi. 14. Sextps Rufus, de Provinciis, c. 16.

fymbol
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fymbol of their innocence j and the tumultuous c hap,

concourfe of an innumerable people. But the

zeal of Antioch was diverted, fince the reign of

Chriftianity, into a different channel. Inftead

of hecatombs of fat oxen facrificed by the tribes

of a wealthy city, to their tutelar deity, the em-

peror complains that he found only a fingle

goofe, provided 'at the expence of a prieft, the

pale and folitary inhabitant of this decayed tem-

ple ''•. The altar was deferted, the oracle had

been reduced to filence, and the holy ground

was profaned by the introdudion of Chriftian

and funereal rites. After Babylas *" (a bifliop

of Antioch, who died in prifon in the perfecu-

tion of Decius) had refted near a century in his

grave, his body, by the order of the Csefar Gal-

lus, was tranfported into the midft of the grove

of Daphne. A magnificent church was ere6led

over his remains ; a portion of the facred lands

was ufurped for the maintenance of the clergy,

and for the burial of the Chriftians of Antioch,

who were ambitious of lying at the feet of their

bifliop ; and the priefls of Apollo retired, with

their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon

"° Julian (Mifopogon, p. 361, 361.) difcovers his own cha-

raftcr with that nd^vcte, that yncpnfcious fimplicity, which always

conrtitutes genuine humour.

'" Babylas is named by Eufebius in the fucceflion of the bl-

{hops of Antioch (Hift. Ecclef. 1. vi. c. 29. 39.). His triumph

over two emperors (the firft fabulous, the fecond hiftorical) is dif-

fufely celebrated by Chi-yfoftom (torn. ii. p. 536— 579. edit. Mont-

iaucon.). Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. iii. part ii. p. 287—302.

459—465.) becomes almoft a fceptic,

as
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CHAP, as another revolution feenned to reftore the for-

»

—

^~1^ tune of Paganifm, the church of St. Babylas was

demolifiied, and new buildings were added to

the mouldering edifice which had been raifed by

the piety of Syrian kings. But the firft and

mod ferious care of Julian was to deliver his

oppreiled deity from the odious prefence of the

dead and living Chriftians, who had fo effeftualiy

fupprefled the voice of fraud or cnthufiafm "%

Kemoval The fccnc of infection was purified, according to

hodks/^ the forms of ancient rituals ; the bodies were
and con- dccentlv removcd \ and the minifters of the
ragration ^

©f thetem- church were permitted to convey the remains of
^^*

St. Babylas to their former habitation within the

walls of Antioch. The modeft behaviour which

might have alTuaged the jealoufy of an hoftile

government, was negle6led on this occafion by

.the zeal of the Chriftians. The lofty car, that

tranfported the relics of Babylas, was followed,

and accompanied, and received, by an innume-

rable multitude ; who chanted, with thundeiing

acclamations, the Pfalms of David the moft ex-

prefTive of their contempt for idols and idolaters.

The return of the faint was a triumph s and the

triumph was an infult on the religion of the

emperor, who exerted his pride to diffemble his

refentment. During the night which terminated

J'* Ecclefiaftical critics, particularly thofe who love relics, exult

in the confeflion of Julian 'MiJbpogon, p. 361.) andLibanius (Nae-

nia, p. 185.), that Apollo was diluirbed by the vicinity of mi dead

man. Yet Ammianus (xxii. 12.) clears and purifies the whole

ground, according to the rites which the Athenians fonnerly pracr

tiled in the ifle of Delos,

this
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this indifcreet procefllon, the temple of Daphne ^^^j^'

was in flames ; the ftatue of Apollo was con- < ^^—j

fumed ; and the walls of the edifice were left a

naked and awful monument of ruin. The Chrif-

tians of Antioch alferted, with religious confi-

dence, that the powerful interceffion of Sr. Ba-

bylas had pointed the lightnings of heaven againfl:

the devoted roof: but as Julian was reduced to

the alternative, of believing either a crime or a

miracle, he chofe, without hefitation, without

evidence, but with fome colour of probability,

to impute the fire of Daphne to the revenge of

the Galileans "'. Their offence, had it been

fufficiently proved, might have juftified the reta-

liation, which was immediately executed by the

order of Julian, of fhutting the doors, and con- juihn

iiifcating the wealth, of the cathedral of Antioch. fathed^i

To difcover the criminals who were guilty of of Anti-

the tumult, of the fire, or of fecreting the riches

of the church, feveral ecclefiaftics were tor-

tured"*; and a prefbyter, of the name of Theo-

doret, was beheaded by the fentence of the Count

of the Eaft. But this hafty ad was blamed by

"5 Julian (In Mifopogon, p. 361.) rather infinuates, than af-

firms, their guilt. Ammianus (xxii. 13.) treats the imputation as

U-viJJimus rumcr, and relates the ftory with extraordinary candour.

*'+ Quo tarn atroci cafu repente confumpto, ad id ufque impcra-

tojis ira provexit, ut qusftiones agitare juberet folito acriores (yet

Julian blames the lenity of the magiftrates of Antioph), et majorem

ecclefiam Antiochise claudi. This interdiftion was performed with

fome circumftances of indignity and profanation : and the I'eafon-

able death of the principal aflor, Julian's uncle, is related with

much fuperftitious complacency by the Abbe de la Bleterie, Viede

Julien, p. 362— 369,

the
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CHAP, the emperor ; who lamentedj v/iih real or affected

concern, that the imprudent zeal of his miniflers

would tarnifii his reign Vv'ith the difgrace of per-

fecution *^^

The zeal of the minifters of Julian was in-

jflantly checked by the frown of their fovereignj

but when the father of his country declares him-

felf the leader of a fadlion, the licence of popular

fury cannot eafily be reftrainedj nor confidently

punifhed. Julian, in a public compofition, ap-

plauds the devotion and loyalty of the holy cities

of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had deftroyed,

at the firfl fignal, the fepulchres of the Gali-

lasansj and faintly complains, that they had re-

venged the injuries of the gods with lefs mode-

ration than' he fhould have recommended "^.

This imperfeft and reluiflant confefTion may ap-

pear to confirm the ecclefiaftical narratives ; that

in the cities of Gaza, Afcalon, Casfarea, Helio-

polis, &c. the Pagans abufed, without prudence

or remorfe, the moment of their profperity. That

the unhappy objects of their cruelty were releafed

from torture only by death j that as their man-

gled bodies were dragged through the ftreets,

they were pierced (fuch was the univerfal rage)

by the fpits of cooks, and the diftaffs of enraged

women j and that the entrails of Chriftian priefts

and virgins, after they had been tailed by thofe

"J Befides the ecclefiaftical hiftorians, who are more or lefs to

be fufpefted, we may allege the pallion of St. Theodore, in the Afta

Sincera of Ruinavt, p. 591. The complaint of Julian gives it an

original and authentic air.

»"5 Julian. Mifopogon, p. 361.

bloody
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bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and ^^^^j^-

contemptuoufly thrown to the unclean animals of v. ^„«.^

the city"\ Such fcenes of religious madnefs

exhibit the moil contemptible and odious pidure

of human nature ; but the maffacre of Alexan-

dria attracts ftill more attention, from the cer-

tainty of the fact, the rank of the vidlims, and

the fplendour of the capital of Egypt.

George"^, from his parents or his education, George of

furnamed the Cappadocian, was born at Epi- ^-^^^
°'

phania in Cilicia, in a fuller's ihop. From this

obfcure and fervile origin he raifed himfelf by

the talents of a paralite: and the patrons, whom
he afiiduoufly flattered, procured f6r their worth-

lefs dependent a lucrative commifTion, or con-

tradl, to fupply the army with bacon. His em-

ployment was mean *. he rendered it infamous.

He accumulated wealth by the bafell arts of

fraud and corruption : but his malverfations were

fo notorious, that George was compelled to

efcape from the purfuits of juftice. After this

difgrace, in which he appears to have faved his

»>7 See Gregciy Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. 87.). Sozomen (1. v.

c. 9.) may be confidered as an original, though not impartial, wit-

nefs. He was a native of Gaza, and had converfed with the con-

feffor Zeno, who, as bifliop of Maiuma, lived to the age of an
hundred (1. vii. c. 28.). Philoftorgius (1. vii. c, 4. with Godefroy's

DiflTertations, p. 284.) adds fome tragic circumftances, of Chrift-

ians, who were literally facrificed at the altars of the gods, &c.
»'8 The life and death of George of Cappadocia are defcribed by

Ammianus (xxii. 11.), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxi. p. 382. 385.

389, 390,), and Epiphanius (Hasref. Ixxvi.). The invcftives of the

two faints might not deftrve much credit, unlefs they were con-

irmed by the teftimony of the cool and impartial infidtl.

fortune
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CHAP, fortune at the expence of his honour, he em-

__ ^
'__' braced, with real or affeded zeal, the profefTion

ofArianifm. From the love, or the oftentation,

of learning, he coUefted a valuable library of

hiftory, rhetoric, philofophy, and theology "'
j

and the choice of the prevailing faflion pro-

moted George of Cappadocia to the throne of

Athanafius. The entrance of the new archbifhop

was that of a Barbarian conqueror; and each

moment of his reign was polluted by cruelty

and avarice. The Catholics of Alexandria and

Egypt were abandoned to a tyrant, qualified, by

nature and education, to exercife the office of

opprefTes perfccution j but he opprelTed with an impartial

d^S^^nd ^and the various inhabitants of his extenfive

Egypt. diocefe. The primate of Egypt affumed the

pomp and infolence of his lofty flation j but he

ftill betrayed the vices of his bafe and fervile

extradion. The merchants of Alexandria were

impoverifhed by the unjuft, and almoft univcr-

fal, monopoly, which he acquired, of nitre, fait,

paper, funerals, &c. : and the fpiritual father of

a great people condefcended to pra6life the vile

and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alex-

andrians could never forget, nor forgive, the

tax, which he fuggefted, on all the houfes of

J19 After the mafTaere of George, the emperor Julian repeatedly

fent orders to preferve the library for his own ufe, and to torture

the (laves who might be fufpefled of fecreting any books. He

praifes the merit of the collefliion, from whence he had borrowed

and tranfcribed feveral manufcripts while he purfued his ftudies in

Cappadocia. He could wiih indeed that the works of the Galilaeans

might perifh ; but he requires an exaft account even of thofe theo-

logical volumes, left other- treatifes more valuable fhould be con-

founded in their lofs. Julian, Epift. ix. xxxvi.

the
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the city ; rnder an obfolete claim, that the royal chap.

founder had conveytd ro his fuccefibrs, the Pto- <- ».y—L»

kmics and the Csefars, the perpetual property

of the foil. The Pagans, who had been flat-

tered with the hopes of freedom and toleration,

excited his devout avarice ; and the rich temples

of Alexandria were either pillaged or infulted by

the haughty prelate, who exclaimed, in a loud

and threatening tone, " How long will thefe fe-

" pulchres be permitted to ftand ?" Under the

reign of Conftantius, he was expelled by the

fury, or rather by the juftice, of the people 3 and

it was not without a violent ftruggle, that the

civil and military powers of the Itate could re-

ftore his authority, and gratify his revenge.

The meflenger who proclaimed at Alexandria

the accefTion of Julian, announced the downfal

of the archbifhop. George, with two of his ob- A.D.361,

fequious minifters, count Diodorus, and Dra- ^°^* 3°-

contius, mafter of the mint, were ignominioufly

dragged in chains to the public prifon. At the Helsmaf-

end of twenty-four days, the prifon was forced the^people,

open by the rage of a fuperftitious multitude,

impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro-

ceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex- Dec. 24.

pired under their cruel infults ; the lifelefs bodies

of the archbifhop and his afibciaces were carried

in triumph through the flreets on the back of a

camel; and the inaflivity of the Athanafian

party *" was eftcemed a Ihining example of

'*° Phlloftorgius, with cautious malice, infinuates their guilt,

«« Ttf AflamrJ* ^^vo.aor rf«ti)7"iir«< Ti7Cff^»f£«f, 1. vii. c. 2, Godefroy,

p. 267,

^ evange-
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C H A P. evangelical patience. The remains of thefe guilty

wretches were thrown into the fea ; and the po-

pular leaders of t-he tumult declared their refo-

iution to difappoint the devotion of the Chrif-

tians, and to intercept the future honours of thefe

martyrs^ who had been punifhed, like their pre-

deceflbrs, by the enemies of their religion '".

The fears of the Pagans were juft, and their pre-

cautions ineffectual . The meritorious death of

the archbifhop obliterated the memory of his

life. The rival of Athanafius was dear and fa-

cred to the Arians, and the feeming converfion

of thofe feftaries introduced his worfhip into the

bofom of the Catholic church '"\ The odious

ftranger, difguifmg every circiimftance of time

and place, affumed the mafk of a martyr, a faint,

and a Chriftian hero "^; and the infamous George

w Cineres projecit in mare, id moluei^s ut clamabat, ne, col-

leftis fiipiemls, acdes illis exftruerent ; ut reliquis, qui deviare a

religione compulfi, pertuieie cruciabiles pcenas, aduique gloriofam

movtem intemerata fide progrefli, et nunc Marty res appellantur.

Ammian. xxii. 1 1. Epiphanius proves to the Arians, that George

was not a martyr.

»ii Some Donatifts (Optatus Milev. p. 60. 505. edit. Dupin j

and Tillemont, Mem. Eccief. torn. vi. p. yrs. in 4.10) and Prifcil-

lianifts (Tillemont, Mem. Eccief. torn. viii. p. 517. in ^.to) have

in like manner ui'urped the honours of Catholic faints and mar-

tyrs.

f*J The faints of CappaJocia, Bafil and the Gregories, were ig-

norant of their holy companion. Pope Gelafius (A. D. 494.), the

firll Catholic who acknowledges St. George, places him among the

martyrs, " qui Deo magis <juam hominibus noti funt." He rejefts

his Afts as the compofuion of heretics. Some, perhaps not the

cideft, of the fpurious A6ls, are ftill extant ; and, through a cloud

of fiction, we may yet diftinguifli the combat which St. George of

Cappadocia fuitained, in tlie prefence of Queen Alexandra^ againft the

magician Atbanafiui,

4 of
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of Cappadocia has been transformed "* into the chap.

renowned St. George of England, the patron of v ^—

^

arms, of chivalry, and of the garter "^ fhippTas

About the fame time that Julian was informed niamr.^"

of the tumult of Alexandria, he received intelli-

gence from Edefla, that the proud and wealthy

fadtion of the Arians had infulted the weaknefs

of the Valentinians; and committed fuch difor-

ders, as ought not to be fuffered with impunity

in a well-regulated flate. Without expecting

the flow forms of juftice, the exafperated prince

directed his mandate to the magiftrates of

EdefTa "^ by which he confifcated the whole

property of the church : the money was diftri-

buted among the foldiersj the lands were added

to the domain ; and this aft of opprefTion was

aggravated by the mofl ungenerous irony. «' I

" fhew myfelf," fays Julian, " the true friend

** of the Galileans. Their admirable law has

*' promifed the kingdom of heaven to the poor ;

*^ and they will advance with more diligence in

*' the paths of virtue and falvation, when they

" are relieved by my afliftance from the load of

>*+ This transformation is not given a5 abfolutely certain, but a$

tKtremely probable. See the Longueruana, torn. i. p. 194..

**J A cmioiis hlftory of the worfhip of St. George, from ths

fixth century (when he was already revered in Paleftine, in Armenia,

at Rome, and at Treves in Gaul), might be extraifled from Dr.

Heylin (Hiftory of St. George, 2d edition, London 1633, in 4to,

pp. 4.29.), and the Bollandifts {A61. SS. Menf. April, torn. iii.

p. lOo— 163.). His fame and popularity in Europe, and el'pecially

in England, proceeded from the Crufades.

'*7 Julian. Epilt. xliii.

Vol. IV. K ** temporal
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^Yvm^ " temporal poflefllons. Take care," purfued

the monarch, in a more ferious tone, " take

" care how you provoke my patience and hu-

*' manity. If thefe diforders continue, I will

*' revenge on the magiftrates the crimes of the

" people ; and you will have reafon to dread,

*' not only confifcation and exile, but fire and

" the fword." The tumults of Alexandria were

doubtlefs of a more bloody and dangerous na-

ture : but a Chriftian bidiop had fallen by the

hands of the Pagans j and the public epiftle of

Julian affords a very lively proof of the partial

fpirit of his adminiftration. His reproaches to

the citizens of Alexandria are mingled with ex-

prefiions of efteem and tendernefs ; and he la-

ments, that, on this occafion, they fhould have

departed from the gentle and generous manner's

which attefted their Grecian extraction. He
gravely cenfures the offence which they had

committed againft the laws of jullice and huma-

nity J but he recapitulates, with vifible compla-

cency, the intolerable provocations which they

had fo long endured from the impious tyranny of

George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the prin-

ciple, that a wife and vigorous government

/hould chaftife the infolence of the people : yet,

in confideration of their founder Alexander, and

of Serapis their tutelar deity, he grants a free

and gracious pardon to the guilty city, for which.

he ag-ain feels the affedion of a brother "^

"' Julian. EpLft. x. He allowed liis friends to affu:i£ehis anger. <

Amjniun. xxii. ji. . r

t After

!
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After the tumult of Alexandria had fiibfided, ^^Jh^'
Athanafius, amidft the public acclamations, feated *—v-—

^

himfelf on the throne from whence his unworthy tion^ofA-

competitor had been precipitated : and as the ^^^'^"^^

zeal of the archbifhop was tempered with dif- Feb. ai.

cretion, the exercife of his authority tended not

to inflame, but to reconcile, the minds of the

people. His paftoral labours were not confined

to the narrow limits of Egypt. The ftate of the

Chriftian world was prefent to his aftive and

capacious mind ; and the age, the merit, the

reputation of Athanafius, enabled him to affume,

in a moment of danger, the office of Ecclcfi-

aftical Didator "'. Three years were not yet

elapfed fince the majority of the bifliops of the

Weft had ignorantly, or reludlantly, fubfcribed,

the ConfefTion of Rimini. They repented, they

believed, but they dreaded the unfealbnable ri-

gour of their orthodox brethren j and if their

pride was ftronger than their faith, they might

throw themfelves into the arms of the Arians,

to efcape the indignity of a public penance,

which muft degrade them to the condition of

obfcure laymen. At the fame time, the domeftic

differences concerning the union and diftinc^ion

of the divine perfons, were agitated with fome

heat among the Catholic dodors ; and the pro-

grefs of this metaphyfical controverfy reen>ed to

'*9 See Athanaf. ad Rufin. torn. ii. p. 4c, 41. 5 and Greg. Na-

zianzen, Oiat. iii. p. 395, 396, who jullly ibtes the temperate 7e;il

of tlic primate, as much more meritorious th:m his piayers, his fads,

kit ptrlecutions, Sic.

K 2 threaten
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CHAP, threaten a public and lafting divifion of the Greek

V- -^^^^J and Latin churches. By the wifdoni of a feledt

fynod, to which the name and prefence of Atha-

.

nafius gave the authority of a general council,
^

the bifhops, who had unwarily deviated into

error, were admitted to the communion of the

church, on the eafy condition of fubfcribing the

Nicene Creed ; without any formal acknowledg-

ment of their paft fault, or any minute definition

of their fcholaftic opinions. The advice of the

primate of Egypt had already prepared the clergy

of Gaul and Spain, of Italy and Greece, for the

reception of this falutary meafure; and, not-

withftanding the oppofition of fome ardent fpi-

rits'^°, the fear of the common enemy promoted

the peace and harmony of the Chriftians *^*.

lie is per- The fkiU and diligence of the primate of Egypt
lecutj-d^ had improved the feafon of tranquillity, before

peiiedby it was interrupted by the hoflile edicts of the

a.d"362, emperor ''^\ Julian, who defpifed the Chriftians,
oa. 23.

'JO I have not Icifiue to follow the blind obftinacy of Lucifer of

Cagliari. See his adventures in Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii.

p. 900— 926.) ; and obferve how the colour of the narrative infen-

hbly changes, as the confeflbr becomes a fchifmatic.

•Ji Aifenfus eft huic fententine Occidens, et, per tarn necefliirium

concilium, Satanas faucibus mundus ereptus. The lively and art-

ful Dialogue of Jerom againft the Luciferians (torn. ii. p. 135—

155.) exhibits an original piflure of the ecclefiaftical policy of the

times.

'J* Tillemont, who fuppofes that George was maflacred in Au-
guft, crovv'ds the anions of Athanafius into a narrow fpace (Mem.
Ecclef. torn. vlii. p. 360.). An original fragment, publifhed by

the marquis Maffei from the old Chapter-library of Verona ( Offer

-

vazioni Letterarie, tom. iii. p. 60—92.) affords many impor--

tant dates, which are authenticated by the computation of Egyptran

JUOUtllS.

honoured
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fionoured Athanafius with his fincere and peculiar chap.

hatred. For his fake alone, he introduced an ^

arbitrary diftinflion, repugnant, at lead to the

fpirit, of his former declarations. He main-

tained, that the Galila^ans, whom he had recalled

from exile, were not reftored, by that general

indulgence, to the polfelTion of their refpeflive

churches : and he exprelfed his aftonifhment,

that a criminal, who had been repeatedly con-

demned by the judgment of the emperors, fhould

dare to infult the majefty of the laws, and info-

lently ufurp the archiepifcopal throne of Alex-

andria, without expcfting the orders of his fo-

vereign. As a punilhment for the imaginary

offence, he again baniflied Athanafius from the

city i and he was pleafed to fuppofe, that this

a(ft of juftice would be highly agreeable to his

pious fubjeds. The prefiing folicitations of the

people foon convinced him, that the majority

of the Alexandrians were Chriftians j and that

the greateft part of the Chriftians were firmly

attached to the caufe of their opprefTed primate.

But the knowledge of their fentiments, inltead of

perfuading him to recall his decree, provoked

him to extend to all Egypt the term of the exile

of Athanafius. The zeal of the multitude ren-

dered Julian ftill more inexorable : he was

alarmed by the danger of leaving at the head of

a tumultuous city, a daring and popular leader;

and the language of his rcfentment difcovers the

opinion which he entertained of the courage and

abilities of Athanafius. The execution of the

fentence was ilill delayed, by the caution or

K J negli-
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c H A P. negligence of Ecdiciiis, prsefed: of Egypt, who

\_ -_- was at length awakened from his lethargy by a

fevere reprimand. " Though you negledl," fays

Julian, " to write to me on any other fubjefl,

*^ at leaft it is your duty to inform me of your

*' conducft towards Athanafius, the enemy of the

" gods. My intentions have been long fince

*' communicated to you. I fwear by the great

'f Ser'apis, that unlefs, on the calends of De-
*f cember, Athanafius has departed from Alex-

** andria, nay from Egypt, the officers of your

" government iball pay a tine of one hundred

'' pounds of gold. You know my temper : I

" am flow to condemn, but I am ftill flower to

^' forgive." This epiflle was enforced by a^

fliort poftfcripr, written with the emperor's own

hand. " The Contempt that is fiiewn for all the

" gods fills me with grief and indignation.

" There is noticing that I fhould fee, nothing

'^ that I fliould hear, with more pleafure, than

" the expulfion of Athanafius from all Egypt.
•* The abominable wretch ! Under my reign,

«f the baptifm of feveral Grecian ladies of the

<* higheft rank has been the effefl of his per-

f' fecutions '^^" The death of Athanafius was

not exprefsly commanded ; but the prsfeft of

Egypt underftood, that it was fafer for him to

exceed, than to neglecfl, the orders of an irritated

mafter, Tlie archbifhop prudently retired to ih&

pxTrnc-st ^.iu:'.=<r9ai. I have pieferved the ambiguous fenfe of the

^aft word, the ambiguity of a tyrant who wifned to find, or to create^

guilt,

iponade-
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monafteries of the Defert : eluded, with his iifual ^J^{^ ^*

dexterity, the fnares of the enemy; and lived < -^ ^
to triumph over the afhes of a prince, who, in

words of formidable import, had declared his

wifli that the whole venom of the Galilean fchool

were contained in the fingle perfon of Athana-

fius ''\

1 have endeavoured faithfully to reprefent the Zeal and

artful fyftem by which Julian propofed to obtain S^of
the cfFedls, without incurring the guilt, or re- ^'^'^ Chiift-

proach, of perfecution. But if the deadly fpirit

of fanaticifm perverted the heart and underftand-

ing of a virtuous prince, it muft, at the fame'

time, be confeiTed, that the rf^/ fuiferings of the

Chriftians were inflamed and magnified by hu-

man pa/llons and religious enthufiafm. The
meeknefs and refignation which had diftinguiflied

the primitive diiciples of the gofpel, was the

object of the applaufe, rather than of the imita-

tion, of their fucceflbrs. The Chriftians, who
had now pofTefted above forty years the civil and

ecclefiaftical government of the empire, had

contracted the infolent vices of profperity '", and

the habit of believing, that the faints alone were

entitled to reign over the earth. As loon as the

'3+ The three Eplftles of Julian, which explain his intentions

and conduct with regard to Athanafius, fhould be difpofed in tlie

following chronological order, xxvi, x, vi. See likewife Greg.

Nazianzen, xxi. p. 393. Sozomen, 1. v. c. 15. Socrates, 1, iii.

c. 14. Thcodoret, 1. iii. c. 9. and TiUemont, Meni. Ecclef.

torn. viii. p. 361— 368, who has ufed fome materials prepared by

the Bollandifls.

'J5 See the fair confefTion of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 61, 62. )•

K 4 enmity
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enmity of Julian deprived the clergy of the pri-

vileges which had been conferred by the favour

of Conftantine, they connplained of the mod
cruel oppreffion j and the free toleration of ido-

laters and heretics was a fubjeft of grief and

fcandal to the orthodox party '^^ The afts of

violence, which were no longer countenanced by

the magiftrates, were (till committed by the zeal

of the people. At Pefiinus, the altar of Cybele

was overturned almoft in the prefence of the

emperor ; and in the city of Cnsfarea in Cappa-

docia, the tem.ple of Fortune, the fole place of

"worfhip which had been left to the Pagans, was

deftroyed by the rage of a popular tumult. On
thefe occafions, a prince, who felt for the honour

of the gods, was not difpofed to interrupt the

courfe of juftice ; and his mind was ftill more

deeply exafperated, when he found, that the

fanatics, who had deferved and fuffered the pu-

nifhment of incendiaries, were rewarded with

the honours of martyrdom '". The Chriftian

lubjefts of Julian were affured of the hoftile de-

figns of their fovereign ; and, to their jealous

apprehenfion, every circumftance of his govern-

ment might alrbrd fomc grounds of difcontent

*3^ Hear the furious and abfurd complaint of Optatus (de Schif-

mat. Donatift. 1. ii. c. i6, 17.;.

'37 Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 91. iv. p, 1^3. He praifes

the rioters of Cxfarea, Toiri^v ^- tmv iA-ya>^r^v^v xai Qip/^n-v ei; UustBtiav.

See Sozomen, 1. v. 4. 11. Tiikmcnt (Mem. Ecclel". torn. vii.

p. 649, 650.) owns, that their behaviour was not, dans I'ordre

commun
J but he is perfeflly fatisfied, as the great St. Bafil always

celebrated the fellival of thefe bleffed martyrs.

and
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and fufpicion. In the ordinary adminiftration of C hap.

the laws, the Chriftians, who formed fo large a '
'

part of the people, muft frequently be con-

demned : but their indulgent brethren, without

examining the merits of the caufe, prefumed

their innocence, allowed their claims, and im-

puted the feverity of their judge to the partial

malice of religious perfecution '^^ Thefe pre-

fent hardfliips, intolerable as they might appear,

were reprefented as a flight prelude of the im-

pending calamities. The Chriftians confidered

Julian as a cruel and crafty tyrant; who fuf-

pended the execution of his revenge, till he

fliould return viflorious from the Perfian war.

They expefled, that as foon as he had triumphed

over the foreign enemies of Rome, he would

lay afide the irkfome mafl<: of diflimulation -, that

the amphitheatres would ftream with the blood

of hermits and bifhops ; and that the Chriftians,

who ftill perfevered in the profefllon of the faith,

would be deprived of the common benefits of

jiature and fociety '^^ Every calumny '*° that

could

'3^ Julian detcirained a law-fuit againft the new Chriftian city at

Maiuma, the port of Gaza } and liis fentence, though it might he

imputed to bigotry, was never reverted by his fucceflors. Sozomen,

1. V. c. 3. Reland. Paleltin. torn. ii. p. 791.

'J9 Gregory (Orat. ill. p. 93, 94, 95. Orat. iv. p. 114.) prc-

tei>ds to fpeak from the information of Julian's confidents, whom
Orofius (vii. 30.) could not have feen.

'4° Gregoiy (Orat. iii. p, 91.) charges the Apoftate with fecret

facrifices of boys and girls ; and pofitivcly afTiims, that the dead

bodies were thrown into the Oron'.es. See Theodoret, 1. iii. c. 26,

17. i and the equivocal candour of the Abbe de la Bleterle, Vie de

Julicn, p. 351, 352. Yd conicitforpiy malice could not impute to

Julian
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CHAP, could wound the reputation of the Apoilate, was

creduloufly embraced by the fears and hatred of

his adverfaries j and their indifcreet clamours

provoked the temper of a fovereign, whom it

•was their duty to refpecl, and their intereft to

flatter. They ftill protefted, that prayers and

tears were their only weapons againft the impious

tyrant, whofe head they devoted to the juftice

of offended Heaven. But they infinuated, with

fulien refolurion, that their fubmiffion was no

longer the effed: of weaknefs i and that, in the

iinperreifl (late of human virtue, the patience,

which is founded on principle, may be exhaufled

by perfecution. It is impoffible to determine

how far the zeal of Julian would have prevailed

over his good fenfe and humanity : but, if we

ferioufly refledl on the llrength and fpirit of the

church, we fhall be convinced, that, before the

emperor could have extinguifhed the religion of

Chrifr, he muft have involved his country in

the horrors of a civil war'*'.

Julian the troops of martyrs, more efpecially in the Weft, which

Baronius fo greedily fwallows, and Tillemont fo faintly rejefts

(Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 1295—13'5.)-

J4» The refignation of Gregory is truly edifying (Orat. iv. p. 123,

124."!. Yet, when an officer of Julian attempted to feize the church

of Nazianzus, he would have loft his life, if he had not yielded to

the zeal of the biftiop and people (Orat. xix. p. 308.). See the re-

flexions of Chryfoftom, as they are alleged by Tillemont (Mem,
Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 575.).
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CHAP. XXIV.

Rejidence of Julian at Antioch,—His fuccefsful Ex-

pedition again/} the Per/tans.— P^^Jfc-g^ of the

Tigris.—The Retreat and Death of Julian.—
Ek^ion of Jovian.—He faves the Roman Army

hy a difgraceful Treaty,

THE philofophical fable which Julian com- chap.
pofed under the name of the C.^sars ', •^^^'

^

is one of the moll agreeable and inftrudive pro- The Cae-

dudlions of ancient wit *. During the freedom
jf^n

° "

and equality of the days of the Saturnalia, Ro-

mulus prepared a feaft for the deities of Olym-

pus, who had adopted him as a worthy aflbciatej

and for the Roman princes, who had reigned

over his martial people, and the vanquilhed na-

tions of the earth. The immortals were placed

in juft order on their thrones of ftate, and the

table of the Ca^fars was fpread below the Moon,

' See this fable or fatire, p. 306— 336. of the Lcipfig edition of

Julian's works. The French verllon of the learned Ezekiel Span-

heim (Paris, 1683.) is coarfe, languid, and corre(^ ; and his notes,

proofs, illuftrations, &c. are piled on each other till they form a

mafs of 557 clofe-printed quarto pages. The Abbe de la Bleterle

(Vie de Jovien, torn, i. p. 241— 39'.) has more happily exprefled

the fpirit, as well as the fenfe, of the original, which he illuftrates

with fome concife and curious notes.

* Spanhelm (in his preface) has moft learnedly difcuffed the ety-

mology, origin, refemblance, and dlfagreement of the Greek fatyrs,

a dramatic piece, wh?ch was ai^ed after the tragedy ; and the Latin

futires (from Satura), a tnificHaiteous compofition, either in profe or

Verfc. Eut the Cajfars of Julian are of fuch an original caft, that

the critic is perplexed to which clafs he fl-jould afcribe them.

in
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c H A^P. in the upper region of the air. The tyrants,

who would have difgraced the fociety of gods

and men, were thrown headlong, by the inex-

orable Nemefis, into the Tartarean abyfs. The
reft of the C^fars fucceffively advanced to their

feats ; and, as they pafTed, the vices, the defecfls,

the blemifhes of their refpeflive charatflers, were

malicioufly noticed by old Silenus, a laughing

moralift, who difguifed the wifdom of a philofo-

pher under the mafk of a Bacchanal ^. As foon

as the feaft was ended, the voice of Mercury

proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a celeftial

crown lliould be the rcv/ard of fuperior merit.

Julius C^far, Auguftus, Trajan, and Marcus

Antoninus, were felefted as the mod illuftrious

candidates; the effeminate Conftantine * was not

excluded from this honourable competition, and

the great Alexander was invited to difpute the

prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each

of the candidates was allowed to difplay the merif

of his own exploits; but, in the judgment of

the gods, the modeft filence of Marcus pleaded

more powerfully than the elaborate orations of

his haughty rivals. When the judges of this

awful conteft proceeded to examine the heart,

and to fcrutinize the fprings of aflion ; the fu-

periority of the Lnperial Stoic appeared flill

3 This mixed characler of Sileniis is finely painted in the fixth

eclogue of .Virgil.

4 Every impartial reader muft perceive and condemn the partiality

of Julian againft his uncle Conftantine, and the Chriitian religion.

On this occafion, the interpreters are comptllcd, by a more facred

intereft, to renounce their allegiance, ai;d to dclert the caufe of their

authors

more ,
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more decifive and confpicuous \ Alexander and ^Ji^^'

Csefar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Conitantine, ac- » ^^.—

»

knowledged with a blufh, that fame, or power,

or pleafure, had been the important objedt of

tJbeir labours : but the gods themfelves beheld,

with reverence and love, a virtuous mortal, who

had pra6tifed on the throne the lefTons of philo-

fophy; and who, in a ftate of human imperfec-

tion, had afpired to imitate the moral attributes

of the Deity. The value of this agreeable com-

pofition (the Csfars of Julian) is enhanced by

the rank of the author. A prince, who deline-

ates with freedom the vices and virtues of his

predeceffors, fubfcribes, in every line, the c^n^

fure or approbation of his own conduct.

In the cool moments of reflexion, Julian pre- Herefohes

fcrred the ufeful and benevolent virtues of An- a^^^nTthe

toninus : but his ambitious fpirit was inflamed ^eriuins,

by the glory of Alexander j and he folicited,

with equal ardour, the efteem of the wife, and

the applaufe of the multitude. In the feafon of

life, when the powers of the mind and body en-

joy the mod adive vigour, the emperor, who'

was intruded by the experience, and animated

by the fuccefs, of the German war, refolved to

fignalize his reign by fome more fplendid and

memorable atchievement. The ambafladors of

5 Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer a Greek to a Roman.
But when he fciioufly compared a hero wiih a philofopher, he was
fenfible th.it mankind had much greater obligations to Socrates than
to Alexander (Orat. ad Themiftium, p. 264..?.

the
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CHAP, the Eafu, from the continent of India, and the
XXIV.

ifle of Ceylon % had refpeclfully fainted the Ro-

man purple ^ The nations of the Wefl: efteemed

and dreaded the perfonal virtues of Julian, both

in peace and war. He defpifed the trophies of

a Gothic victory *, and was fatisfied that the ra-

pacious Barbarians of the Danube would be re-

llrained from any future violation of the faith of

treaties, by the terror of his name, and the ad-

ditional fortifications, with which he (Irengthened

the Thracian and Illyrian frontiers. The fuc-

ceflbr of Cyrus and Artaxerxes was the only rival

whom he deemed worthy of his arms ; and he

refolved, by the final conquefl: of Perfia, to

chaftife the haughty nation, which had lb long

* Inde nationibiis Indlcis certatim cum donis optimates mitten-

tibus . . . ab ufque Divis et Serendi-vis. Ammian. xx, 7. This

ifland, to which the names of Taprobana, Serendib, and Ceylon,

have been fucceffively appliied, manifefts how imperfeflly the fea«

and lands, to the eaft of cape Comorin, were known to the Romans.

1. Under the reign of Claudius, a freedman, who farmed the cuf-

toms of the Red Sea, was accidentally driven by the winds upon

this ftrangc and undifcovered coaft : he converfed fix months with

the natives
J
and the king of Ceylon, who heard, for the firft time,

of the powerand juftice of Rome, was perfuaded to fend an embafly

to the emperor (Plin. Hift. Nat. vi. 24..). 2. The geographers (and

even Ptolemy) have magnified, above fifteen times, the real fize of

this new world, which they extended as far as the equator, and the

neighbourhood of China.

7 Thefe embaflies had been fent to Conftantius. Anunianus,

who unwarily deviates into grofs flattery, muft have forgotten the

length of the way, and the fhort duration of tlie reign of Julian.

8 Gothos fape fallaces et perfidos ; hoftes qu3srere fe meliores

aiebat : illis enim I'ufficere mercatores Galatas per quos ubique fine

conditionis difcrimine venumdantur. Within lefs than fifteen years,

thefe Gothic flaves threatened and fubdued their raafters.

refifted
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refilled and infulted the majeily of Rome ^, As
^^Ji-iv^*

foon as the Perfian monarch was informed that

the throne of Conftantitis was filled by a prince

of a very different chara<fter, he condefcended to

make fome artful, or perhaps fincere, overtures,

towards a negociation of peace. But the pride

of Sapor was aftoniihed by the firmnefs of Ju-

lian J who llernly declared, that he would never

confent to hold a peaceful conference among the

frames and ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia;

and who added, with a fmile of contempt, that

it was needlefs to treat by ambafTadors, as he

himfelf had determined to vifit fpeedily the court

of Perfia. The impatience of the emperor urged

the diligence of the military preparations. The

generals were named -, a formidable army was

deilined for this important fervice ; and Julian,

marching from Conflantinople through the pro-

vinces of Afia Minor, arrived at Antioch about

eight months after the death of his predecefTor.

His ardent defire to march into the heart of

Perfia, was checked by the indifpenfable duty

of regulating the ftate of the empire ; by his

zeal to revive the worfhip of the gods ; and by

the advice of his wifefl friends ; who reprefented

the necefTiry of allowing the falutary interval of

winter-quarters, to re (lore the exh'aufted ftrength

9 Alexander reminds his rival Cn^far, who depreciated the fame

and merit of an Afiatic victory, that CraflTus and Antony had felt

the Perfian arrows ; and that the Ronians, in a war of three hundred

j-ears, had not yet fubducd the fwigle province "of Mefopotatnia or

AlTyria (Cjefares, p. 324-).

of



144. THE DECLINE AND FALL

^xxiv^'
^^ ^^^ legions of Gaul, and the difcipline and

^.^—' fpirit of the Eaftern troops. Julian was per-

ceed'sW ^"^^^^ ^° fi^' ^^" ^^^ enfuing fpring, his refi-

Conftanti- dence at Antioch, amoncr a people malicioufly
nople to . . .

o i. r j

Antioch, difpofed to deride the hafte, and to cenfure the
^"§"^-

delays, of their fovereign '\

Licentious If Julian had flattered himfelf, that his per-

SJe"p"o'^^ie
fonal connection with the capital of the Eaft

of Ann- would be produftive of nnutual fatisfadion to
och, ^ ^

the prince and people, he made a very falfe

eftimate of his own character, and of the manners

of Antioch". The warmth of the climate dif-

pofed the natives to the moft intemperate en-

joyment of tranquillity and opulence j and the

lively licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended

with the hereditary foftnefs of the Syrians. Fa-

fhion was the only law, pleafure the only pur-

fuit, and the fplendour of drefs and furniture

was the only diilinclion of the citizens of An-

tioch. The arts of luxury were honoured ; the

ferious and manly virtues were the fubjefl of

ridicule j and the contempt for female modefty

and reverent age, announced the univerfal cor-

ruption of the capital of the Eaft. The love of

fpeflacles was the tafte, or rather pafiion, of the

Syrians: the moft ficilful artifts were procured

^o The defign of the Perfian war is declared by Ammtanus fxxii*''

7. 12.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 79, 80. p. 305, 306.)) Zclimus-

(1. iii. p. 158.)} and Socrates (1. iii. c. 19. )•

" The Satire of Julian, and the Homilies of St. Chryfoftom, ex-

hibit the fame pifture of Antioch. The miniature which the Abbe

de la Bleterie has copied from thence (Vie de Julien, p. 332-)> «

elegant and correft.

n from
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fiDm the adjacent cities ""j a confiderable fliare chap.
^

.
XXIV,

of the revenue was devoted to the public amufe-

ments j and the magnificence of the games of

the theatre and circus was confidered as the hap-

pinefs, and as the glory, of Antioch. The ruflic

manners of a prince who difdained fuch glory,

and was infenfible of fuch happinefs, foon dif-

gufted the delicacy of his fubjefts ; and the ef-

feminate Orientals could neither imitate, nor

admire, the feverefimplicity which Julian always

maintained, and fometimes afieded. The days

of feftivity, confecrated, by ancient cultom, to

the honour of the gods, were the only occafiong

in which Julian relaxed his philofophic fevcrity

;

and thofe feftivals were the only days in which

the Syrians of Antioch could rejecfl the allure-

ments of pleafure. The majority of the people

fupported the glory of the Chrillian name, which

had been firft invented by their anceflors '^
j they

contented themfelves with difobeying the moral

precepts, but they were fcrupuloufly attached to

the fpeculative doctrines, of their religion. The
church of Antioch was diftrafted by herefy and

fchifm i but the Arians and the Athanafians, the

'^ Laodicea furnlflied charioteers ; Tyre and Berytus, comc«

dians ; Cselarea, pantomimes; Hellopolis, fingers; Gaza, gladia-

tors ; Afcalon, wreftlers ; and Caftabala, rope-dancers. See the

Expofitio totius Mundi, p. 6. in the third tome of Hudfon's Minor
Geographers.

'J Xfifov J'e ayaTrxvrsf, ^X^''^ W3>i'.j^3v «vt( tu Ai'f. The people of

Antioch ingcnioully profeffed their attachment to the Chi (Chrift)

and the Knfpa (Conftantius). Julian in Mifopogcn, p. 357.

Vol. IV, L followers
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CHAP, followers of Meletius and thofe of Paulinus **,

,

XXIV. .

^.^.....^^.^ were aifluaced by the fame pious hatred of their

common adverfary.

Their Thc (Irongefl: prejudice was entertained againft

averhon to
^]^q chara6ler of an apoftate, the enemy and fiic-

Juhan,
,

^ '

_

cefTor of a prince who had engaged the affedions

of a very numerous fe£l ; and the removal of

3c. Babylas excited an implacable oppofition to

the perfon of Julian. His fubjedls complained,

with fuperflitious indignation, that famine had

purfued the emperor's fteps from ConRantinople

to Antioch : and the difcontent of a hungry

people Vv^as exafperated by the injudicious at-

Scarcity or tempt to relieve their dillrefs. The inclemency

'"'k,' lu^ of the feafon had afFeaed the harvefts of Syria

;

public dil-
_ _

•'
.

content, and the price of bread '% in the markets of An-

tioch, had naturally rifen in proportion to the

fcarcity of corn. But the fair and reafonable

proportion was foon violated by the rapacious

^+ The fclillm of Antioch, which lafted eighty-five years (A. D.

350—41 sO' ^^'^'' inflamed, while Julian reiided in that city, by the

ir.difcreet ordination of" Paulinus. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef.

toin. vii. p. S03. of the quarto edition (Paris, 1701, &c.), which

henceforward 1 fli?.li quote.

15 Julian ftates three different proportions of five, ten, or fifteen

mcdli of wheat, for one piece of gold, according to the degrees of

|)Ienty and fcarcity (in Mifopogon, p. 369.). From this fa6l, and

from lome collateral examples, I conclude, that under the fuc-

ceiTors of Conilaniine, the moderate price of wheat was about

thirty-two fniUings the Englifli quarter, which is equal to the ave-

rage price of the fixty-four iirft years of the prefent century. See

Arbuthnot's Tables of Coins, Weights, and Meafures, p. 88, 89.

Plin. Hift. J^atur. xviii. 12. Mem. de TAcademie des Infcriptions,

torn, xxviii. p. 718— 721. Smith's Inquiry into the Nature and

Caufes of the Wraith of Nations, vol. i. p. 246. This laft: I am

pioud to, quote, as the work of a fage and a friend,

arts
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arts of monopoly. In this unequal contefl:, in ^J^iy^'

which the produce of the land is claimed by one

party, as his exclufive property j is ufed by an-

other as a lucrative objeft of trade j and is re-

quired bv a third, for the daily and necefiary

fupport of life ; ail the profits of the interme-

diate agents are accumulated on the head of the

defencelefs confumers. The hardlhips of their

ficuation were exaggerated and encreafed by their

own impaticiice and anxitty; and the apprehen-

iif)n of a fcarcity gradually produced the appear-

ances of a famine. When the luxurious citizens

of Antioch complained of the high price of poul-

try and Iifh, Julian publicly declared, that a

frugal city ought to be fatisfied with a regular

fupply of wine, oil, and bread ; but he acknow-

ledged that it was the duty of a fovereign to

provide for the fuiifiitence of his people. With

this falutary view, the emperor ventured on a

very dangerous and doubtful ftep, of fixing, by

legal authority, the value of corn. He enabled,

that, in a time of fcarcity, it Ihould be fold at a

price which had fcldom been known in the miofb

plentiful years ; and that his own example might

ftrengthen his laws, he fent into the market four

hundred and twenty-two thoufand modiii or mea-

fures, which were drawn, by his order, froin the

granaries of Hierapolis, of Chalcis, and even of

Egypt. The confequences might have been

forefcen, and were foon felt. The Imperial

wheat was purchafed by the rich merchants; the

proprietors of land, or of corn, withheld from

L 2 the
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CHAP, the city the accuftomed fupply j and the fma)l

quantities that appeared in the market, were fe-

cretly fold at an advanced and illegal price. Ju-

lian ftill continued to applaud his own policy,

treated the complaints of the people as a vain

and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch,

that he had inherited the obftinacy, though not

the cruelty, of his brother Gallus '^. The re-

monftrances of the municipal fenate ferved only

to exafperate his inflexible mind. He was per-

fuaded, perhaps with truth, that the fenators of

Antioch who pofieiTed lands, or were concerned

in trade, had themfelvcs contributed to the ca-

lamities of their country ; and he imputed the

difrefpeftful boldnefs which they afllimed, to the

fenfe, not of public duty, but of private intercfl:*

The whole body, confiding of two hundred of

the moft noble and wealthy citizens, were fent,

under a guard, from the palace to the prifon ;.

and though they were permitted, before the dole

of evening, to return to their refpe£live houfes *%

the emperor himfclf could not obtain the for-

givenefs which he had fo eafily granted. The

fame grievances were ftill the fubje6t of the fame

cornplaints, which were induftrioufly circulated

by the wit and levity of the Syrian Greeks.
r

»<^ Nunquam a propofifo dccllnabat, Galli fimilis fratris, licet

incruentus. Ammian. xxii. 14. The ignorance of the moft en-

lightened princes may clainj Tome excufe ; but we cannot be fatisfied

with Julian's own dcftnce (in Jvlifopogon, p. 368, 369), or the ela-

borate apology of Libaniiis (Or.-it. Parental, c. xcvii. p. 321.).

17 Their fliort and eafy confinement is gently touched by Liba-

wius (Orat. Parental, c, xcviii. p. 322, 323.).

During



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 149

During the licentious days of the Saturnalia, the chap.
^

. . XXIV.
ilreets of the city refounded with infolent fongs, ».

,
_f

which derided the laws, the religion, the per-

fonal condu6t, and even the heard of the empe-

ror; and the fpirit of Antioch was manifefted

by the connivance of the magiftrates, and the

applaufe of the multitude'^. The difciple of

Socrates was too deeply affedled by theie popular

infults j but the monarch, endowed with quick

fenfibility, and poflefled of ablblute power, re-

fufed his pafTions the gratification of revenge.

A tyrant might have profcribed, without diftinc-

tion, the lives and fortunes of the citizens of

Antioch -, and the unwarlike Syrians muft have

patiently fubmitted to the luft, the rapacioufnefs,

and the cruelty of the faithful legions of Gaul,

A milder fentence might have deprived the ca-

pital of the Eaft of its honours and privileo-es
j

and the courtiers, perhaps the fubjecls, of Julian,

v/ould have applauded an aft of juftice, which
afierted the dignity of the fupreme magiftrate of

the republic '^. But inftead of abufing, or ex-

erting, the authority of the flate, to revenge his

perfonal injuries, Julian contented himfelf with Julian

an inofFenfive mode of retaliation, which it would aTtirl^*

'^ Libanius (r.d Antioclienos de Imperatoris ira, c. 17, iS, 10.
in Fabiicius, Bibliot. Gisc. torn. vii. p, 221—223.), 'ike a flcilful

advocate, feverely cenfures the folly of the people, who fufFered for
the crime of a few obfcuie and drunken wretches.

'<) Libanius (ad Antiochen. c. vii. p. 213.) reminds Antioch of
the recent chaftifement of Cxlarea : and even Julian (in Milbpogon
p. 355.) infinuates how feverely Tareuliim had expiated the infult
*o the Roman ambafladors,

L 3 be

againft

Antioch.
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^^^.^^- be in the power of few princes to employ. He
had been infulted by fatires and libels j in his

turn he compofed, under the title of the Enemy

of the Beardy an "ironical confeiTion of his own

faults, and a fevere fatire of the licentious and

eiteminate manners of Antioch. This Luperial

reply was publicly expofed before the gates of

the palace j and the Misopogon *°
flill remains

a fmgular monument of the refentmenr,, the wit,

the humanity, and the indifcretion of Julian,

Though he affe61:ed to laugh, he could not

forgive ". His contempt was exprefled, and

his revenge mighr be gratified, by the nomina-

tion of a governor " worthy only of fuch fub-

jedls : and the emperor, for ever renouncing the

ungrateful city, proclaiined his refolution to pafs

the enfuing winter at Tarfus in Cilicia '^^.

2-° On the fubieft cf the Mrfopogon, fee Ammianus (xxii. 14.,),

Libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. xcix. p. 1"1-)' Gregory Nazianzefi

(Orat. iv. p 13*,.'', and the Chronicle of Antioch, by John Malela

(torn. ii. p. 15, 16.). I have effentiai obligations to the tranilation

and notes of the Abbe de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 1

—

J38.).

*' AiTimiani!? very juftly remarks, Coaftus di/Timiilare pro tem-

pore ira iufflabatur interna. The elaborate irony of Julian at length

burfts fcrlh into ferious and direi5l inveflive.

^2 Ipfe antem Antiochlam egrefTuriis, Helicpoliten quendam A-
lexandiuni Syriacas jurildiflioni pra^fecit, turbulentum et faevum;-

dicebatque non ilium meiuijTe, ied Antiocheniibus avaris et contu-

meliofis hujufmodi judicem convenire. Amniian. xxiii. 2. Liba-

nius (F.piit. 722. p. 34-6, 34-7.'', who confefies to Julian himfelf,

that he had fhared the general difcontent, pretends that Alexander

v/as an ufeful, though harfn, reformer of t!ie manners and religion

of Antioch.

*3 Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 36+. Aramian. xxiii. 2. and Vale-

fuis ad loc. Libanius, in a profeiTed oration, invites him to return

to his loyal and penitent city of Antioch.

i yet
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Yet Antioch polTeired one citizen, vyhofe fre- chap.
. . . .

XXIV.
nius and virtues might atone, in the opinion of ^—,—

'

Julian, for the vice and folly of his country. '^^^^^ ^[_

The fophiit Libanius was born in the capital banius.

of the Eafbi he publicly profefled the arts of 314.-.390,

rhetoric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, ^^'

Conftantinople, Athens, and, during the remain-

der of his life, at Antioch. His fchool was

afliduoufly frequented by the Grecian youths

his difciples, who fometimes exceeded the num-
ber of eighty, celebrated their incomparable

mafter ; and the jealoufy of his rivals, who per-

fecuted him from one city to another, confirmed

the favourable opinion which Libanius often-

tatioufly difplayed of his fuperior merit. The
preceptors of Julian had extorted a rafh but

fblemn affurance, that he would never attend the

lectures of their adverfary : the curiofity of the

royal youth was checked and inflamed : he fe-

cretly procured the writings of this dangerous

fophift, and gradually furpaffed, in the perfeft

imitation of his flyle, the moll laborious of his

domeftic pupils ''*. When Julian afcended the

throne, he declared his impatience to embrace

and reward the Syrian fophifb, who had pre-

ferved, in a degenerate age, the Grecian puriiy

of tafte, of manners, and of religion. The
emperor's prepofiefiion v/as encreafed and juftified

by the difcreet pride of his favourite. Iniiead of

prefTing, with the foremoft of the crowd, into

^^ Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. vii. p. 230, 231.

L 4 tlie
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c HAP, the palace of Conftantinoplc, Libanius calmly

expeded his arrival at Antioch ; withdrew from

court on the firft fymptoms of coldnefs and in-

difference J required a formal invitation for each

vifir j and taught his fovereign an important

leffon, that he might command the obedience of

a fubjeft, but that he muft deferve the attach-

ment of a friend. The fophifts of every age,

defpifing, or affefling to defpife, the accidental

diftinftions of birth and fortune ""% referve their

efteem for the fuperior qualities of the mind,

with which they themfelves are (o plentifully

endowed. Julian might difdain the acclamations

of a venal court, who adored the Imperial pur-

ple j but he was deeply flattered by the praife,

the admonition, the freedom, and the envy of

an independent philofopher, who refufed his

favours, loved his perfon, celebrated his fame,

and prote6led his memory. The voluminous

writings of Libanius ftill exift ; for the moft

part, they are the vain and idle compofitions of

an orator, who cultivated the fcience of words i

the productions of a reclufe lludent, whofe

mind, regardlefs of his contemporaries, was in-

ceffantly fixed on the Trojan war, and the Athe-

nian commonwealth. Yet the fophifl of Antioch

fometimes defcended from this imaginary eleva-

tion; he entertained a various and elaborate

*S Eunapius reports, that Libanius refufed the honorary rank of

PrsKtorian praefeft, as lefs illuftrious than the title of Sophift (in

Vit. Sophift. p. 135.). The critics have obferved a flmilar fenti-

ner.t in one of the epiftles (xviii. edit. Wolf.) of Libanius hira-

iVJ-.

corre-
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correfpondence
^^

; he praifed the virtues of his ^ ^ a

own times; he boldly arraigned the abufes of il -^ j

public and private life j and he eloquently

pleaded the caufe of Antioch againft the juft

refentment of Julian and Theodofius. It is the

common calamity of old age ""% to lofe whatever

might have rendered it defirable ; but Libanius

experienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving

the religion and the fciences, to which he had

confecrated his genius. The friend of Julian

was an indignant fpeftator of the triumph of

Chriftianity ; and his bigotry, v/hich darkened

the profpeft of the vifible world, did not infpire

Libanius with any lively hopes of celeftial glory

and happlnefs '"\

The martial impatience of Julian uro-ed him March of

to take the field in the beginning of the fpringj Jhe'Eu-"*

and he difmlflcd, with contempt and reproach, P^^''^"^"'

\ r C 1^ y
t

A.D.363,
the lenate ot Antioch, who accompanied the March 5.

»6 Near two thoufand of his letters, a mode of coinpofition in

which Libanius was thought to excel, are ftill extant, and already

jnibliflied. The critics may praife their fubtle and elegant brevity;

yet Dr. Bentley (DiiTertation upon Phalaris, p. 487.) might jultly,

though quaintly, obferve, that " you feel by the emptinefs and
" dendnefs of them, that you converfe with fome dreaming pedant,
<' with his elbow on his defk."

^7 His birth is afligned to the year 314., He mentions the feventy-

fixth year of his age (A. D. 390.), and fccms to allude to fome'
events of a ftill later date.

iS Libanius has compofed the vain, prolix, but curious narrative
of his own life (tom, ii. p. 1— 84. edit. Morell.), of which Euna-
pius (p. 130—135.) has left a concife and unfavourable account.
Among the moderns, Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv.

P- 571 — 57<>.)> Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec. tom. vii. p, 378-414.),
and Lardner (Heathen Teftimonies, tom, iv. p. 127—163.), have
Uluftrated the charat^er and writings of this famous fophlft.

emperor
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^xxr^' ^^^P^^^^ beyond the limits of their own territory,

to which he was refolved never to return. . After

a laborious nnarch of two days % he halted on

the third, at Bersa, or Aleppo, where he had

the mortification of finding a fenate almoft en-

tirely Chriftian j 'vho received with cold and

formal demonflirations of refpefl, the eloquent

fermon of the apoftle of paganifm. The fon of

one of the moft illuftrious citizens of Bersa, who
had embraced, either from intereft or confcience,

the religion of the emperor, was difinherited by

his angry parent. The father and the fon were

invited to the Imperial table. Julian, placing

himfelf between them, attempted, without fuc-

cefs, to inculcate the lefibn and example of tole-

ration ; fupported, with afFecfted calmnefs, the

indifcreet zeal of the aged Chriftian, who feemed

to forget the fentiments of nature, and the duty

of a fubjcit J and, at length turning towards the

afflicled youth, " Since you have loft a father,"

jaid he, " for my fake, it is incumbent on me
" to fupply his place ^°," The emperor was

received in a manner much more agreeable to his

Avifties at Batnas, a fmall town pleafantly feated

-9 Frcin Antloch to Litarbe, on the territory of Chalcis, the

road, over hills and through moraffes, was extremely bad ; and the

loofe ftones were cemented only with fand (Julian, epill. xxvii.).

It is lingular enough, that the Romans /liould have neglefled the

gieat communication between Antioch and the Euphrates. Sse

Wefleling. Itinerar. p. 190. Bergier, Hift. des Grands Chemins,

torn. ii. p. loo.

3° Julian alludes to this incident (epift. xxvii.), which is more
diftinftly related by Theodoret (1. iii. c. 22.), The intolerant Ipirjt

pf the father is applauded by Tilieraont (Hift. des Empereurs,

torn. iv. p. 534.}, and even by ia Bleterie (Vie de Julien, p, 413.,)

in
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in a grove of cypreiTes, about twenty mUes from CHAP,

the city of Hierapolis. The folemn rites of fa-

crifice were decently prepared by the inhabit-

ants of Batn«, who feemed attached to the wor-

fhip of their tutelar deities, Apollo and Jupiter;

but the ferious piety of Julian was offended by

the tumult of their applaufe ; and he too clearly

difcerned, that the fmoke which arofe from their

altars was the incenfe of flattery, rather than of

devotion. The ancient and magnificent temple,

which had fanftified, for fo many ages, the city

of Hierapolis '', no longer fubfifted j and the

confecrated wealth, which afforded a liberal

mainrenance to more than three hundred priefts,

might haften its downfall. Yet Julian enjoyed

the fatisfatflion of embracing a philofopher and

a friend, whofe religious firmnefs had withftood

the prelTing and repeated folicitations of Con-

llantius and Galius, as often as thofe princes

lodged at his houfe, in their paflage through

Hierapolis. In the hurry of military preparation^

and the carelefs confidence of a familiar corre-

fpondence, the zeal of Julian appears to have

been lively and uniform. He had now under-

taken an important and difficult war; and the

anxiety of the event rendered him (till more

attentive to obferve and regiiier the moil trifling

prefages, from which, according to the rules of

divination, any knowledge of futurity could be

5' See the curious treatife de Dea Syiiii, infcrted among ilie

v/orks of Lucian (toni. iii. p. 451—490. edit. Reitz.), Tilt; fin-

giilar appellation of AVV.wj w/;/s (Ammiaii. xiv. 8.) might induce a

lufpicion, that Hierapolis had beep the royal feat of the AlT^.ians.

derived.
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CHAP, derived ^\ He informed Libaniiis of his pro-
XXIV. . . .

C-y^r.^ grefs as far as Hierapolis, by an elegant epiftle ",

which difplays the facility of his genius, and his

tender friendfhip for the fophift of Antioch.

His defio-n Hicrapolis, fituate almoft on the banks of the

^Vp" rf"
Euphrates ^*, had been appointed for the general

rendezvous of the Roman troops, who imme-

diately pafied the great river on a bridge of boats,

which was previoufly conn:ru61ed '^\ If the in-

clinations of Julian had been fimilar to thofe of

his predeceffor, he might have wafted the aftive

and important feafon of the year in the circus of

Samofata, or in the churches of Edefla. But as

the warlike emperor, inftead of Conftantius, had

chofen Alexander for his model, he advanced

without delay to Carrhs ^% a very ancient city of

Mefopotamia, at the diftance of fourfcore miles

from Hierapolis. The temple of the Moon at-

tradled the devotion of Julian ; but the halt of a

few days was principally employed in completing

3* Julian (epift. xxviii.) kept a regular account of all the fortu-

nate omens ; but he fuppreffes the inaufpiclous figns, which Ani-

mianus (xxiii. 2.) has carefully recorded.

35 Julian, epift. xxvii. p. 399—402,

34 I take the earlieft opportunity of acknowledging my obliga-

tions to M. d'Anville, for his recent geography of the Euphrates and

Tigris (Paris, 1780, in 4-to,), which particularly illultrates the

expedition of Julian.

35 There are three pr.lTages within a few miles of each other;

J. Zeugma, celebrated by the ancients; 2. Bir, frequentfed by the

moderns; and, 3. The bridge of Menbigz, or Hierapolis, at the

diftance of four parafangs from the city.

36 Haran, or Carrhsc, was the ancient refidence of the Sabseans,

and of Abraham. See the Index Geographicus of Schultens (ad

calcem Vit. Saladin.), a work from which I have obtained much

Oriental knowledge, concerning the ancient and modern geography of

Syria and the adjacent countries.

3 the
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the immenfe preparations of the Perfian war. ^ ^ ^^'

The fecret of the expedition had hitherto re-

mained in his own breafti but as CarrhcC is the

point of feparation of the two great roads, he

could no longer conceal, whether it was his de-

fign to attack the dominions of Sapor on the

fide of the Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates.

The emperor detached an army of thirty thou-

fand men, under the command of his kinfman

Procopius, and of Sebaftian, who had been duke

of Egypt. They were ordered to direfl their

march towards Nifibis, and to fecure the frontier

from the defultory incurfions of the enemy, be-

fore they attempted the paffage of the Tigris*

Their fubfequent operations were left to the dif-

cretion of the generals j but Julian expe(fted,

that after wafting with fire and fword the fertile

diftricls of Media and Adiabene, they might

arrive under the walls of Ctcfiphon about the

fame time, that he himfelf, advancing with equal

fteps along the banks of the Euphrates, fhould

befiege the capital of the Perfian monarchy. The
fuccefs of this well-concerted plan depended, in tion ot the

a great meafure, on the powerful and ready Annenia,

afTiftance of the king of Armenia, who, with-

out expofing the fafety of his own dominions,

might detach an army of four thoufand horfe,

and twenty thoufand foot, to the affiftance

of the Romans ". But the feeble Arfaces Ti-

37 See Xenophon. Cyropced. 1, iii. p. 189. edit. Hutchlnfon.

Artavafdes might have fupplied Maic Antony with 16,000 hoi/e

armed and difciplined after the Parthian manner (Plutarch, in M.
Antonio, torn. v. p. 117.).

ranus.

Difi-.ff-c-
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^xxiv^'
^^""S '% king of Armenia, had degenerated llill

more (hamefully than his father Chofroes, from the

manly virtues of the great Tiridates ; and as

the pufillaniir.ous monarch was averfe to any

enterprize of danger and glory, he could difguife

his timid indolence by the more decent excufes

of religion and gratitude. He exprelfed a pious

attachment to the mem.ory of Conftantius, from

whofe hands he had received in marriage Olym-
pias, the daughter of the prsfeci; Ablavius i and

the alliance of a female, who had been educated

as the deftined v/ife of the emperor Conftans,

exalted the dignity of a Barbarian king ^'. Ti-

ranus profefled the Chriftian religion j he reigned

over a nation of Chriiliansj and he v/as reftrained,

by every principle of confcience and intered,

from contributing to the viclory, which would

confummate the ruin of the church. The alien-

ated mind of Tiranus v/as exafperated by the

indifcretion of Julian, who treated the king of

Armenia as his flave, and as the enemy of the

gods. The haughty and threatening ftyJe of the

Imperial mandates ** awakened the fecret indig*

J5 Mofes of Choier.e (Hift. Armeniac. 1. iii. c. 11. p. 242.)

fixes his accefTion (A. D. 554 ) to the 17th year of Conftantius.

39 Ammian. xx. 11. Athanafius (torn. i. p. 856.) fays, in ge-

neral terms, that Conftantius gave his brother's widow tii,{ ^afCa^cjs,

an expreffion more fuitable to a Roman than a Chiiftian.

4'' Aramiahus (xxiii. z.) ufes a word much too foft for the oc-

cafion, movuirat. Muratori (Fabricius, Bibliothec. Grace, torn. vii.

p. 86.) has publiflied an epiftle from Julian to the fatrap Arfaces
;

fierce, vulgar, and (though it might deceive Sozomen, 1. vl. c. 5.),

moft probably fpurious. La Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn. ii.

p. 339.) tranflates and fejei5ls it.

nation
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nation of a prince, who, in the humiliating ftate C HAP.

of dependence, was ftill confcious of his royal . -^ j

defcent from the Arfacides, the lords of the

Eaft, and the rivals of the Roman power.

The military difpofitions of Julian were fkii- M«Utiry

fully contrived to deceive the fpies, and to divert tionsT

the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared

to direft their march towards Nifibis and the

Tigris. On a fudden they wheeled to the right;

traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrhse j

and reached, on the third day, the banks of the

Euphrates, where the ftrong town of Nicepho-

rium, or Callinicum, had been founded by the

Macedonian kings. From thence the emperor

purfued his march, above ninety miles, along

the winding ftream of the Euphrates, till, at

length, about one month after his departure

from Antioch, he difcovered the towers of Cir-

cefium, the extreme limit of the Roman domi-

nions. The army of Julian, the moft numerous

that any of the Cicfars had ever led againfl: Per-

fia, confifted of fixty-five thoufand effeflive and

well-difciplined foldiers. The veteran bands of

cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barbarians,

had been felc6led from the different provinces

;

and a jufl: pre-eminence of loyalty and valour

was claimed by the hardy Gauls, who guarded

the throne and perfon of their beloved prince.

A formidable body of Scythian auxiliaries had
been tranfported from another climate, and al^

moll from another world, to invade a diftant

country, of whofe name and fituation they were

ignorant.
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Ss:xiv^' ^S"°^^"f' The love of rapine and war allured

*—y—' to the Imperial ftandard feveral tribes of Sara-

cens, or roving Arabs, whofe fervice Julian had

commanded, while he fternly refufed the pay-

ment of the accuftomed fubfidies. The broad

channel of the Euphrates "^^ was crowded by a

fleet of eleven hundred fhips, deflined to attend

the motions, and to fatisfy the wants, of the

Roman army. The military ftrength of the fleet

was compofed of fifty armed gallies ; and thefe

were accompanied by an equal number of flat-

bottomed boats, which might occafionally be

conne6led into the form of temporary bridges.

The reft of the fliips, partly conftrudled of tim-

ber, and partly covered with raw hides, were

laden with an almoft inexhauftible fupply of arms

and engines, of utenfils and provifions. The
vigilant humanity of Julian had embarked a very

large magazine of vinegar and bifcuit for the

ufe of the foldiers, but he prohibited the indul-

gence of wine j and rigoroufly ftopped a long

ftring of fuperfluous camels that attempted to

follow the rear of the army. The river Cha-

boras falls into the Euphrates at Circefium *"

;

4* LatifTimum flumen Eiiphraten artabat. Ammian. xxlii. 5.

Somewhat higher, at the fords of Thapfacus, the river is four fta-

dia, or 800 yards, almoft half an Engli/h mile, broad (Xenophon

Anabafis, 1. i. p. 41. edit. Hutchinfon, with Fofter's Obfervations,

p. 29, &c. in the 2d volume of Spelman's traiiflation). If tlie

breadth of the Euphrates at Bir and Zeugma is no more than 130

yards (Voyages de Niebuhr, tom. ii. p. 335.)j the enormous differ-

ence muft chiefly arife from the depth of the channel.

4* Monumentum tutiflimum et fabre politum, cujus moenia

Abora (the Orientals afpire Chaboras or Chabour) et Euphrates

arobiunt flumina, velut Ipatium inful^re iingentes. Ammian. xxiii. 5.

and
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and as foon as the trumpet gave the fignal of ^^^y^'

march, the Romans paffed the little ftream which ^
^—

»

feparated two mighty and holliile empires. The /^"'^'^^^g^"*

cuftom of ancient difcipline required a military Perfianter-
•• ^

.. ritones.

oration ; and Julian embraced every opporcunity April ytlu

of difpiaying his eloquence. He animated the

impatient and attentive legions by the example of

the inflexible courage and glorious triumphs of

their anceftors. He excited their refentment by

a lively picture of the infolence of the Perfians j

and he exhorted them to imitate his firm refo-

lution, either to extirpate that perfidious nation,

or to devote his life in the caufe of the republic.

The eloquence of Julian was enforced by a do-

native of one hundred and thirty pieces of filver

to every foldier ; and the bridge of the Chaboras

was inftantly cut away, to convince the troops

that they muft place their hopes of fafety in the

iiiccefs of their arms. Yet the prudence of the

emperor induced him to fecurc a remote frontier,

perpetually expofed to the inroads of the hoftile

Arabs. A detachment of four thoufand men

was left at Circefium, which completed, to the

number of ten thoufand, the regular garrifon of

that important fortrefs '^\

From the moment that the R.omans entered His imnh

the enemy s country *% the country of an aaive deiert of

and
^'^''"^""

+; Tlie eiiterprizc and armament of Julian are defcrihed by hlm-

,clf (Epirt. xxvii.), Ammianus Marceilinus (xxiii. 3, 4, 5,}} Liha-

iiius (Orat. Parent, c. loS, 109. p. 351, 333.', Zofinnis (1. iii.

p. 160, 161, 162.^, Sozomen (1, vi. c. 1,}, and JohnMalela (torn-, li,

p. 17.)-

44 Before he enters Perfia, Ammianus copiouilv defcribes (xxiii.

6. p. 396—415, edit, Gror.ov, in 4to.; the eighteen gieat iatiapies.

Vol. IV.
• M or
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G H A P. and artful enemy, the order of march was dif-
XXIV.

pofed in three columns '*'. The ftrength of the

infantry, and coniequently of the whole army, -

was placed in the centre, under the peculiar com-

mand of their mafler-general Viftor. On the

right, the brave Nevitta led a column of feveraj

legions along the banks of the Euphrates, and

almoft always in fight of the fleet. The left

flank of the army was proteded by the column

of cavalry. Hormifdas and Arinthjeus were ap-

pointed generals of the horfe ; and the Angular

adventures of Hormifdas *' are not undeferving

of our notice. He was a Perfian prince, of the

royal race of the Saflfanides, who, in the troubles

of the minority of Sapor, had efcaped from prifon

to the hofpitable court of the great Conftantine.

Hormifdas, at firft, excited the compafllon, and^

at length, acquired the efteem, of his new maf-

ters ; his valour and fidelity raifed him to the

military honours of the Roman fervice ; and,

though a Chriftian, he might indulge the fecret

fatisfadion of convincing his ungrateful country,

that an opprcfiled fubje(5l may prove the mofl:

dangerous enemy. Such was the difpofition of

the three principal columns. The front and

or provinces (as far as the Seric, or Chinefe frontiers}, which were

fubjeft to the SafTanides.

45 Ammianus (xxiv. i.) and Zofimiis, (1. iii. p. i6a, 163.) have

accurately exprefled the order of march.

46 Xhe adventures of Kormililas are related with fome mixture o'

fable (Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 100— 102 } Tillemont, Hift. des Empe-

reurs, toan. iv. p. 198.). It is almoft impoflible that he fhould be

the brother (frater germanus) of an tidejl and pijlhumcus child : nor

do I recollctl that Ammianus ever gives him that title,

flanks
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flanks of the army were covered by Lucilllanus ^-jj^^^'

with a flying detachment of fifteen hundred light-

armed foldiers, whofe aftive vigilance obferved

the mofl diftant figns, and conveyed the earlieft

notice, of any hoftile approach. Dagalaiphus,

and Sccundinus duke of Ofrhoene, conducted the

troops of the rear-guard; the baggage, fecurely,

proceeded in the intervals of the columns ; and

the ranks, from a motive either of ufe or often-

tation, were formed in fuch open order, that the

whole line of march extended almoft ten miles.

The ordinary poll of Julian was at the head of

the centre column j but as he preferred the du-

ties of a general to the ftate of a monarch, he

rapidly moved, with a fmall efcort of light ca-

valry, to the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever

his prefence could animate or protect the marcj;-

of the Roman army* The country which they

traverfed from the Chaboras, to the cultivated

lands of AflTyria, may be confidered as a part of

the defert of Arabia, a dry and barren wafte,

which could never be improved by the mod
powerful arts of human induftry. Julian marched

over the fame ground which had been trod above

feven hundred years before by the footfteps of the

younger Cyrus, and which is defcribed by one

of the companions of his expedition, the fage and

heroic Xenophon "^^ " The country was a plain

47 See the firft book of the Anabafis, p. 4.5, j^6. This pleafing

Work is original and authentic. Yet Xenophon's memory, perhaps

many years after the expedition, has fometimes betrayed him ; and
the diftances which he marks are often larger ;Jian either a foldier

or a geographer will allow.

M % « through-
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^xxv/'
" throughout, as even as the fea, and full ot

V, -y- -I " wormwood -, and if any other kind of fhrubs

*' or reeds grew there, they had all an aromatic

'' fmell J but no trees could be feen. Buftards

" and oftriches, antelopes and wild afTes "^^ ap-

" peared to be the only inhabitants of the defert;

" and the fatigues of the march were alleviated

" by the amufements of the chace." The loofe

fand of the defert v^^as frequently raifed by the

wind into clouds of duft : and a great number of

the foldiers of Julian, with their tents, were fud-

denly thrown to the ground- by the violence of

an unexpected hurricane.
Hii fxic-

'j'l^g fandy plains of Mefopotamia were aban-

doned to the antelopes and wild affes of the?

defert; but a variety of populous towns and vil-

lages were pleafantly fituated on the banks of the

Euphrates, and in the iflands which are occa-

jQonally formed by that river. The city of An*^

nah, or Anatho *^ the a6lual refidcnce of anf

Arabian Emir, is compofed of two long ftrcets,

which inclofe within a natural fortification, a

fmall ifland in the midft, and two fruitful fpo-tsi

on either fide, of the Euphrates. The warlike

inhabitants of Anatho Ihewed a difpofition toi

^ Mr. Spelman, the Englifli tranflator of tlie Anabafjs (voJ. i.,

p. 51.), confounds the antelope with the roe-buck, and the wild-afs

with the zebra.

49 See Voyages de Tavernier, part i. 1. iii. p. 316. and more

' efpecially Viaggi di Pietro deila Valle, torn. i. lett. xvii. p. 671,

&c. He was ignorant of the old name and condition of Annah«

Our blind travellers felJom pofTefs any previous knowledge of the

- countries which they vifit, Shaw and Tournefort deferve an ho-

nouiable exception,

I flop
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Hop the march of a Roman emperor; till they ^^^tv/
were diverted from fuch fatal prerumption by the

mild exhortations of prince Hormifdas, and the

approaching terrors of the fleet and arri.y. They

implcrcd, and experienced, the clemency of

Julian; who tranfplanted the people to an ad-

vantageous fetdement, near Chalcis in Syria,

and admitted Pufseus, the governor, to an ho-

nourable rank in his fervice and friendlliip. Buc

the impregnable fortrefs of Thilutha could fcorn

the menace of a fiege; and the emperor was

obliged to content himfelf with an infuking pro-

mife, that when he had fubdued the interior

provinces of Perfia, Thilutha would no longer

refufe to grace the triumph of the conqueror.

The inhabitants of the open towns, unable to

refift, and unwilling to yield, fled with preci-

pitation ; and their houfes, filled with fpoil and

provifions, were occupied by the foldiers of Ju-

lian, who maffacred, without remorfe, and with-

out punilhment, fome defencelefs women. Dur-

ing the march, the Surenas, or Perfian general*

and Malek Rodofaces, the renowned Emir of the

tribe of Gaflan '°, inceflantly hovered round the

army ; every ftraggler was intercepted ; every

detachment v/as attacked ; and the valiant Hor-

mifdas efcaped with fome difficulty from their

so Famofi nominis htro, fr/s Ammianus ; an high enconiiiim for

nn Arab. The tribe of Gaflan had fettled on the edge of Syria,

and reigned fome time in Danuifcus, under a dynafty of ihirty-one

kings, or emirs, from the time of Pompcy to that of tlu- Khalif

Omar. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheqiie Orientale, p. ',6o. PococJc,

Specimen Hilh Arabics, p. 75—7?^ The name of Rodofaces does

pot appear in the lilt.

M 3 hand?,
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*xxiv^*
^^"^^* ^^^ ^^^ Barbarians were finally repulfed :

>- y . -» the country became every day lefs favourable to

the operations of cavalry; and when the Romans
arrived at Maceprafta, they perceived the ruins

of the wall, which had been eonftruded by the

ancient kings of Aflyria, to fecure their domi^
nions from the incurfions of the Medes, Thefe

preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear

to have employed ^bout fifteen days; and we
may compute near three hundred miles from the

fortrefs of Circefium to the wall of Macepradla *',

Ctfciip- The fertile province of AiTyria **, which
tionof Afr ftretched beyond the Tigris, as far as the moun-

tains of Media ", extended about four hundred

miles from the ancient wall of Macepradta to

the territory of Bafra, where the united ftreams

of the Euphrates and Tigris difcharge themfelves

into the Perfian Gulf ^*. The whole country

5* See Ammianus (xxiv. i, 2.), Libanius (Oxat. faiental. c. 110,

III. p. 334.)) Zofimus (1. iii. p. 164.—168.).

5* The defcription of AfTyria is fuiniflied by Herodotus (1. 1»

c. 192, &c.), who fometimes writes for childien, and fometimes for

rhilofophers ; by Strabo (1, xvi. p. 1070— 1082. )> and by Ammi-
anus (1. xxiil. c. 6.). The mod ufeful of the modern travellers are

Tavernier (parti. 1. ii. p. 226—258.), Otter (torn. ii. p. 35—69,

and 189— 22+.), and Niebuhr (tpm. ii. p. 172—288.). Yet I mucl^

regret that the Irak Arabi of Abulfeda has not been tranflated.

55 Ammianus remarks, that the primitive Affyria, which comr

prehended Ninus (Niniyph) and Arbela, had aflumed the more rc^

cent and peculiar appellation of Adiabene : and he leems to fix Te-

yedon, Vologiefia, and Apollonia, as the extreme cities of the aftyal

province of Affyria.

54 The two rivers unite at Apamea, or ^orna (one hundred mile^

from the Peifian Gylf), into the broad ftream of the Palitigris, Oj.

Shat-ul-Arab. The Euphrates formerly reached the fea by a fepa-

fate channel, which was obftrufted and diverted by ^he citizens of

Grchce, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft of modern Bafra

(4'Anville, in the Memoires de i'Acad. des Infcriptions, torn, xxx.
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might have claimed the peculiar name of Mefo- chap,

potamia; as the two rivers, which are never

more diftant than fifty, approach, between Bag-

dad and Babylon, within twenty-five, miles o*

each other. A multitude of artificial canals,

dug without much labour in a foft and yielding

foil, connected the rivers, and interfered the

plain, of Afiyria. The ufes of thefe artificial

canals were various and important. They ferved

to difcharge the fuperfluous waters from one

river into the other, at the feafon of their refpec-

tive inundations. Subdividing themfelves into

fmaller and fmaller branches, they refreflied the

dry lands, and fupplied the deficiency of rain.

They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and

commerce ; and, as the dams could be fpeedily

broke down, they armed the defpair of the AiTy-

rians with the means of oppofing a fudden de-

luge to the progrefs of an invading army. To
the foil and climate of Aflyria, nature had denied

fome of her choiceft gifts, the vine, the olive,

and the fig-tree; but the food which fupports

the life of man, and particularly wheat and bar-

ley, were produced with inexhauftible fertility;

and the hufbandman, who committed his feed to

the earth, was frequently rewarded with an en-

creafeoftwo, or even of three, hundred. The
face of the country was interfperfed with groves

of innumerable palm-trees ^'j and the diligent

natives celebrated, either in verfe or profe, the

55 The learned Kaempfer, as a botanift, an antiquary, and a tra-

vdler, has exhaufted (Amoenitat. Exoticx, F»icitul. iv. p. 660—

764.,) die whole fubjed oi" palm-trees.

M 4 »hrcc
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^ H AP. thre^ hundred and fixty ufes to which the trunk,

the branches, the leaves, the juice, and the

fruit, were fkilfuily applied. Several manufac-

tures, efpecially thofe of leather and linen, em-

ployed the induftry of a numerous people, and

afforded valuable materials for foreign trade j

which appears, however, to have been condufled

by the hands of flrangers. Babylon had "been

converted into a royal park ; but near the ruins

of the ancient capital, new cities had fucceflively

arifen, and the populoufnefs of the country was

difpjayed in the multitude of towns and villages,

which were built of bricks, dried in the fun, and

ftrongly cemented with bitumen j the natural

gnd peculiar produ£lion of the Babylonian foil.

"While the fucceflbrs of Cyrus reigned over Afia,

the province of Adyria alone maintained, during

a third part of the year, the luxurious plenty of

the table and hgufchuld of the Great King,

Four confiderable villages were afligned for the

fubfiftence of his Indian dogs ; eight hundred

ftallions, and fixteen thoufand mares, were con-

ftantly kept, at the expence of the country, for

the royal flables : and as the daily tribute, which

was paid to the fatrap, amounted to one Englifli

bufhel of filver, we may compute the annual

revenue of Aflyria at more than twelve hundred

thoufand pounds fterling ^\

The

55 Affyria yielded to the Perfian fatrap, an Artaha of filver each

jlay. The well-known proportion of weights and meafures (fee

Bifhop Hooper's elaborate Inquiry), the fpecific gravity of water and

-fjlver, and the value of that metal, will afford, after a fhort procefs^

the apnua! revenue which I have ftated. Yet the Great King re-

ceived
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The fields of Aflyria were devoted by Julian ^^^y^'

to the calamities of war; and the philofopher > —yl»
retaliated on a guiltlefs people the afts of rapine

Afryri°a°°^

and cruelty, which had been committed by their A.D.363,

haughty mafter in the Roman provinces. The ^^'

trembling AiTyrians fummoned the rivers to their

affiftance j and completed, with their own hands,

the ruin of their country. The roads were ren-

dered impracticable ; a flood of waters was

poured into the camp; and, during feveral days,

the troops of Julian were obliged to contend

with the moft difcouraging hardlhips. But every

obftacle was furmounted by the perfeverance of

the legionaries, who were inured to toil as well

as to danger, and who felt themfelves animated

by the fpirit of their leader. The damage was

gradually repaired ; the waters were reftored to

their proper channels; whole groves of palm-

trees were cut down, and placed along the bro-

ken parts of the road ; and the army palled over

the broad and deeper canals, on bridges of float-

ing rafts, which were fupported by the help of

bladders. Two cities of Afliyria prefumed to

refift the arms of a Roman emperor : and they

both paid the fevere penalty of their rafiinefs.

At the difl:ance of fifty miles from the royal refi- siege of

dence of Ctefiphon, Perifabor, or Anbar, held ^<^^''^^"'>

ceived no more than looo Euboic, or Tyrian, talents (252,000!.)

from Affyria. The comparilbn of two pailkgcs in Herodotus (I. i.

jC. 191. 1. iii. c. 89^-9$.) reveajs an important difFerence between the

grofs, and the nety revenue of Perfia j the funis paid by the province,

and the gold or filver depofited in the royal treafure. The monarcli

might annually favc three millions fix hundred thoufand pounds, of

tlie feyenteen or eiij^htcen ujiJUons laifedupon the people.
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^xxiv^*
the fecond rank in the province : a city, large,

»*—V—-» populous, and well fortified, furrounded with a

double wall, almoft encompalTed by a branch of

the Euphrates, and defended by the valour of

a numerous garrifon. The exhortations of Hor-

mifdas were repulfed with contempt; and the

cars of the Perfian prince were wounded by a

juft reproach, that, unmindful of his royal birth,

he conducted an army of ftrangers againft his

king and country. The Afiyrians maintained

their loyalty by a fkilful, as well as vigorous,

defence; till the lucky ftroke of a battering-ram,

having opened a large breach, by fhattering one

of the angles of the wall, they haftily retired into

the fortifications of the interior citadel. The

foldiers of Julian ruflied impetuoufly into the

town, and, after the full gratification of every

military appetite, Perifabor was reduced to afhes;

and the engines which afiaulted the citadel were

planted on the ruins of the fmoking houfes.

The conteft was continued by an incelTant and

mutual difcharge of mifTile weapons j and the

fuperiority which the Romans might derive from

the mechanical powers of their baliftas and cata-

pultse was counterbalanced by the advantage of

the ground on the fide of the befieged. But as

foon as an Helepolis had been conftru6led, which

could engage on equal terms with the loftieft

ramparts, the tremendous afpeft of a moving

turret, that would leave no hope of refiftance or

of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel

into an humble fubmifiion ; and the place was

furrcndered only two days after Julian firft ap-

S peared
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peared under the walls of Pcrifabor. Two thou-
^^xiv^'

fund five hundred perfons, of both fexes, the u—y— .^

fceble remnant of a flourifliing people, were per-

mitted to retire : the plentiful magazines of

corn, of arms, and of fplendid furniture, were

partly diftributed among the troops, and partly

referved for the public fervice : the ufelefs ftores

were dellroyed by fire, or thrown into the flreara

of the Euphrates j and the fate of Amida was

revenged by the total ruin of Perifabor.

The city, or rather fortrefs, of Maogamalcha, of Maoga-

/- 1 1 I r malcha.

which was defended by fixteen large towers, a

deep ditch, and two ftrong and folid walls of

brick and bitumen, appears to have been con-

ftru£led at the diftance of eleven miles, as the

fafeguard of the capital of Perfia. The emperor,

apprehenfive of leaving fuch an important fortrefs

in his rear, immediately formed the fiege of

Maogamalcha ; and the Roman army was diftri-

buted, for that purpofe, into three divifions.

Vidlor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a de-

tachment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to

clear the country, as far as the banks of the Ti-

gris, and the fuburbs of Ctefiphon. The con-

du6t of the attack was aflumed by Julian himfelf,

who feemed to place his whole dependence in

the military engines which he erecfted againft the

walls i whilfi he fecretly contrived a more effica-

cious method of introducing his troops into the

l^eart of the city. Under the direction of Ne-
yitta and JDagalaiphus, the trenches were opened

^t a confiderable diftance, and gradually pro-

longed as (ar as the edge of the ditch. The
ditch
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*xxiv^'
^^^^^ '^'^^^ fpeedily filled with earth j and, by the

\ -^ -m_i\ incelTant labour of the troops, a mine w^s car-

ried under the foundations of the walls, and fuf-

tained, at fufficient intervals, by props of tim-

ber. Three chofen cohorts, advancing in a fin-

gle file, filently explored the dark and danger-

ous paflagej till their intrepid leader whifpered

back the intelligence, that he was ready to iffue

from his confinement into the ftreets of the hoftilc

city. Julian checked their ardour, that he might

enfure their fuccefs j and immediately diverted

the attention of the garrifon, by the tumult and

clamour of a general afiault. The Perfians, who,

from their walls, contemptuoufly beheld the pro-

grefs of an impotent attack, celebrated, with

fongs of triumph, the glory of Sapor j and

ventured to afTure the emperor, that he might

afcend the ftarry manfion of Ormufd, before he

could hope to t^ke the impregnable city of Mao-

gamalcha. The city was already taken. Hiftory

has recorded the name of a private foldier, the

firft who afcended from the mine into a deferted

tower. The paflage was widened by his com-

panions, who prefled forwards with impatient

valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were already

in the midft of the city. The aftonilhed gar-

rifon abandoned the walls, and their only hope

of fafetyj the gates were inftantly burft open;

and the revenge of the foldier, unlefs it were

fufpended by luft or avarice, was fatiated by an

\]ndiftingui(hing maflacre. The governor, whq

|iad yielded on a promife of mercy, was burnt'
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alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge of hav- ^^^j"^^*

iRcr uttered fome difrefpeiiniful words againft the

honour of Prince Hormifdas, The fortifications

were razed to the ground ; and not a veftige

was lefcj that the city of Maogamalcha had ever

exifted. The neighbourhood of the capital of

Perfia was adorned with three (lately palaces,

laborioufiy enriched with every producflion that

could gratify the luxury and pride of an Eaftern

monarch. The pleafant fituation of the gardens

along the banks of the Tigris, was innproved,

according to the Perfian tafte, by the fymmetry

of flowers, fountains, and fhady walks : and fpa-

cious parks were inclofed for the reception of the

bears, lions, and wild boars, which were main-

tained at a confiderable expcnce for the pleafure

of the royal chace. The park-walls were broke

down, the favage game was abandoned to the darts

of the foldiers, and the palaces of Sapor were

reduced to afhes, by the command of the Romaa
emperor, Julian, on this occafion, Ihewed him-

felf ignorant, or carelefs, of the laws of civility,

which the prudence and refinement of polifhed

ages have eftablilhed between hoftile princes.

Yet thefe wanton ravages need not excite in our

breafts any vehement emotions of pity or refeat-

ment. A fimple, naked ftatue, finiflied by the

hand of a Grecian artift, is of more genuine value

than all thefe rude and coftly monuments of

Barbaric labour : and, if we are more deeply

affected by the ruin of a palace, than by the con*-

fiagration of a cottage., our humanity muft have

formed.
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^xxiVr*
^'^'"^^^^ * very erroneous eftimate of the miferies

K„ -V „> of human life ^'.

Perfonai Julian was an objetfl of terror and hatred to

ofjuS! ^^^ Perfians: and the painters of that nation re-

prefented the invader of their country under the

emblem of a furious lion, who vomited from his

mouth a confuming fire ^'. To his friends and

foldiers, the philofophic hero appeared in a more
amiable lights and his virtues were never more
eonfpicuoufly difplayed, than in the laft, and
moft aftive, period of his life. He pradtifed,

without effort, and almoft without merit, the

habitual qualities of temperance and fobriety.

According to the didtates of that artificial wif-

dom, which affumes an abfolute dominion over

the mind and body, he fternly refufed himfelf

the indulgence of the moft natural appetites '*.

In the warm climate of AlTyria, which folicited

a luxurious people to the gratification of every

fenfual defire *% a youthful conqueror preferved

his chaftity pure and inviolate : nor was Julian

S7 The operations of the Aflynan war are circumftantlally relatetJ

by Ammianus (xxlv. 2, 3, 4, 5.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 112—

•

U3. p. 335— 347. )> Zofimus (1. iil. p. 168—180.), and Gregory

Nazianzen (Orat. iv*. p. I13. I44.)' The military criticifms of" the

faint are devoutly copied by Tillemont, his faithful flave.

5^ Libanius de ulcifcenda Juliani nece, c. 13. p. 164.

59 The famous examples of Cyrus, Alexander, and Scipio, were

afts of juftice, Julian's chaftity was voluntary, and, in his opinion,-

meritorious,

•° Salluft (ap. Vet. SchoHaft. Juvensrf, Satir. i. 104.) obferves,-

that nihil corruptius moribus. The matrons and virgins of Baby-

lon freely mingled with the men, in licentious banquets: and as

they felt the intoxication of wine and love, they gradually, and al-

rnoft completely, threw afide the incumbrance of drefs ; ad ultimun*

ima corpoiuai velamenta projiciunt. Q^Cuftius^ v< i.

tytt
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:ver tempted, even by a motive of curiofity, to ^^^^^
^*

nfit his female captives of exquifite beauty *', u.-y»..,j

who, inftead of refilling his power, would have

difputed with each other the honour of his em-

braces. With the fame firmnefs that he refilled

the allurements of love, he fuflained the hard-

Ihips of war. When the Romans marched through

the flat and flooded country, their fovereign, on

foot, at the head of his legions, fhared their fa-

tigues, and animated their diligence. In every
.

ufeful labour, the hand of Julian was prompt

and flrenuous i and the Imperial purple was wet

and dirty, as the coarfe garment of the meaneft

foldier. The two fieges allowed him fome re-

markable opportunities of fignalifing his perfonal

valour, which, in the improved flate of the mi-

litary art, can feldom be exerted by a prudent

general. The emperor flood before the citadel

of Perifabor, infenfible of his extreme danger,

and encouraged his troops to burfl: open the

gates of iron, till he was almoft overwhelmed

under a cloud of miflile weapons, and huge

Hones, that were directed againft his perfon.

As he examined the exterior fortifications of

Maogftmalcha, two Perfians, devoting themfelves

for their country, fuddenly ruflied upon him

with drawn fcimitars : the emperor dexteroufly

received their blows on his uplifted fhield j and,

*' Ex virginibus autem, quse fpeciofse funt captas, ct In Perfide,

ubi- fceminaruoi pulchritudo excdlit, nee contreftaie aliquam voluit

nee videie. Ammian. xxiv. 4. The native race of Perfians is

ftnall and ugly : but it has been improved, by the perpetual mix-
ture of CircaflTian blood (Herodot, 1. iii. c, 97. Buffon, Hift. Na-
tuielle, torn, iii, p. 410.}.

with
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CHAP, with a fteady and well-aimed thruft, laid one o^

c. -,- -> his adverfaries dead at his feet. The efteenn of a

prince who poircfTes the virtues which he ap-

proves, is the nobleft recompence of a deferving

fubject ; and the authority which Julian derived

from his perfonal merit, enabled him to revive

and enforce the rigour of ancient difcipline. He
puniflied with death, or ignominy, the mifbe-

haviour of three troops of horfe, who, in a {kir-

mifli with the Surenas, had loft their honour,

and one of their ftandards : and he diftinguifhed

with ohfidfonal
^'^ crowns the valour of the fore-

moft foldiers, who had afcended into the city of

Maogamalcha, After the liege of Perifabor, the

firmnefs of the emperor was exercifed by the in-

folent avarice of the army, who loudly com-

plained, that their fervices were rewarded by a

trifling donative of one hundred pieces of filver.

His juft indignation was expreffed in the grave

and manly language of a Roman. " Riches arc

•' the obje<5t of your defires ? thofe riches are ir

«« the hands of the Perfiansi and the fpoils ol

" this fruitful country are propofed as the prize

** of your valour and difcipline* Believe me,''

added Julian, " the Roman republic, which for-

" merly pofleffed fuch immenfe treafures, is nov»

«' reduced to want and wretchednefs i fince our

" princes have been perfuaded, by weak and

" interefted minifters,.to purchafe with gold the

*5a Obfidionallbus coronis donati. Ammian. xxiv. 4. Elthei

Julian or his hiftorian were unfkilful antiquaries. He fliould haV(

given mural crowns. The obftdional were the reward of a general who

had delivered a befieged city (Aulus Gellius, Noft. Attic, v. 6.).

« tran-
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" tranquillity of the Barbarians. The revenue ^-J^^^*

'* is exhaurted -, the cities are ruined ; the pro-

" vinces are difpeopled. For myfelf, the only

" inheritance that I have received from my royal

" ancefrors, is a foul incapable of fear ; and as

" long as I am convinced that every real advan-

" tage is feated in the mind, I fliall not bluih to

" acknowledge an honourable poverty, which,

" in the days of ancient virtue, was confidered

*• as the glory of Fabricius. That glory, and

" that virtue, may be your own, if you lillen to

" the voice of Heaven, and of your leader. But
*^ if you v/ill rafnly perfift, if you are determined

" to renew the fhameful and mifchievous exam-
*^ pies of old feditions, proceed—As it becomes

" an emperor who has filled the firft rank among
" men, I am prepared to die, ftandingj and to

" defpife a precarious life, which, every hour^

" m.ay depend on an accidental fever. If I have

^' been found unworthy of the command, there

" are now among you (I fpeak it with pride and

" pleafure), there are many chiefs, v/hofe merin

" and experience are equal to the conduct of the

" moll important war. Sucli has been the tern-

" per of my reign, that I can retire, without

" regret, and without apprehenfion, to the

** obfcurity of a private flarion '\" The
fnodeft refolution of Julian was anfwered by the

tnanimous applaufe and cheerful obedience of

the Romans i who declared their confidence of

^^ I give this fpeech as original and genuine. Ammiamis might

hear, could tianfcribc, and was incapable of inventing, it. I have

\ifcd fome flight ficedoms, and co'^rludc wilh the molt ^•rcible fen-

tence.

Vol. IV. N viaory,
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C? HAP. viiftory, while they fouo-hc under the banners of
XXIV. JO

s—-^—' their heroic prince. Their courage was kindled

by his frequent and familiar aireverations (for

fuch wifhes were the oaths of Julian), " So may
" I reduce the Perfians under the yoke !" " Thus
" may I reftore the ftrength and fplendour of the

" republic !" The love of fame was the ardent

palTion of his foul : but it was not before he

trampled on the ruins of Maogamalcha, that he

allowed himfelf to fay^ " We have now provided

*' fome materials for the fophiil of Antioch '^*."

He trail f- The fucccfsful valour of Julian had triumphed

SeetVioni °^'^^ ^^^ ^^^ obftaclcs that oppofed his march to

the Eu-
f|-jg gates of Ctefiphon. But the reduclion, or

plirates to ^
^ ,

'

.

the Ti- even the fiege, of the capital of Perfia, was ftill

^"^'
at a diftance : nor can the military condu6l of

the emperor be clearly apprehended, without a

knowledge of the country which was the theatre

of his bold and fkilful operations '^\ Twenty

miles to the fouth of Bagdad, and on the eaftern

bank of the Tigris, the curiofity of travellers has

obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Ctefiphon,

which, in the time of Julian, was a great and

populous city. The name and glory of the ad-

iacent Seleucia were for ever extinguiflied j and

the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony

had relumed, with the Affyrian language and

manners, the primitive appellation of Coche.

'''+ Ammian. xxlv. ^. Libauius, O rat. Parent, c. 121. p. 346.

^5 M. crAnville (J\iem. de rAcademie des Infcriptions, toni.

xxviii. p. 246 — 259.) has afccrtained the true polkion and diftance

of Babylon, Scleuciii, Ctefiphon, Bagdad, Sic. The Roman tra-

veller, Pictro dclla Valle (torn. i. lett. xvii. p. 650— 7S0.), feeras

to be the molt intelligent fpeftafor of that fan.ou.-; province. He is

a gentleman and a Ichohr, but intolerably vala and prolix.

J Coche
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Coche was fituate on the weflern fide of the Ti* ^ hap.

gris j but it was naturally confidered as a fuburb « /—«j

of Ctefiphon, with which we may fuppofe it to

have been conne6led by a permanent bridge of

boats. The united parts contributed to form the

common epithet of Al Modain, the cities,

which the Orientals have beftowed on the winter

refidence of the Saffanides j and the whole cir-

cumference of the Perfian capital was flrongly

fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty walls,

and by impradlicable morafies. Near the ruins

of Seleucia, the camp of Julian was fixed 3 and

fecured, by a ditch and rampart, againfl: the fal-

lies of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon of

Coche. In this fruitful and pleafant country, the

Romans were plentifully fupplied with v/ater and

forage : and feveral forts, which might have em-
barraiTed the motions of the army, fubmitted,

after fome refiftance, to the efforts of their valour.

The fleet palTed from the Euphrates into an arti-

ficial derivation of that river, which pours a

copious and navigable flream into the Tigris,

at a fmall diftance lelow the great city. If they

had followed this royal canal, which bore the

name of Nahar-Malcha ^''', the intermediate fitu-

ation of Coche would have feparated the fleet

and army of Julian i and the rafli attempt of

fleering againfl the current of the Tigris, and

^^ The royal canal (Nabar-Malcbd) miglit be fuccefTively reftored,

altered, divided, &c. (Cellaiius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii.

p. 4-53.) : rind thefe changes may lerve to explain the feeming con-

tiadiflions of antiquity. In the time of Julian, it mult have fallen

into the Euphrates ^f/twCtefij-hon.

N 2 forcing
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^xxiv^'
^"^^^i^g ^h^i^ w^y through the midft of a hofhrlc

^—V-—' capital, mull have been attended with the total

dtftrudion of the Roman navy. The prudence

of the emperor forefav/ the danger, and pro-

vided the remedy. As he had minutely ftudied

the operations of Trajan in the fam.e countryj,

he foon recoUetfledj that his warlike predecelTor

had dug a new and navigable canal, which, leav-'

ing Coche on the right-hand, conveyed the

waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Ti-

gris, at fome diftance alcove the cities. From the

information of the peafants, Julian afcerrained

the veftiges of this ancient work, which were

almofi: obliterated by defign or accident. By the

indefatigable labour of the foldiers, a broad and

deep channel was fpeedily prepared for the recep-

tion of the Euphrates. A ftrong dike was con-

itrudled to interrupt the ordinary current of the

Nahar-Malcha : a flood of waters rufhed impe-

tuoufly into their nev/ bed;- and the Roman fleet,

fleering their triumphant courfe into the Tigris,

derided the vain and ineffeclual barriers which

the Perfians of Ctefiphon had erected to oppofe

their paSage. i

Paffareof AlS it became necefl^ary to tranfport the Roman'

and vif-'*' army over the Tigris, another labour prefented

toiyofthe itfdf of lefs toil, but of more danger, than the
Romans.

_ ^ .

"-

preceding expedition. The dream was broad

and rapid j the afcent fl:eep and difficult ;^ and the

intrenchments which had been formed on the

ridge of the oppofite bank, were lined with a

numerous army of heavy cuiraffiers, dextrous

archers.
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archers, and huge elephants j who (according to ^ f^A/-

the extravagant hyperbole of Libanius) could

trample, with the fame eafe, a field of corn, or

a legion of Romans ^^. In the prefence of fuch

an enemy, th-e conflrudion of a bridge was im-

pradlicablej and the intrepid prince, who inftantly

feized the only poffible expedient, concealed his

defign, till the moment of execution, from the

knowledge of the Barbarians, of his own troops,

and even of his generals themfelves. Under the

fpecious pretence of examining the ftate of the

jnagazines, fourfcore veffels were gradually un-

laden ; and a feleft detachment, apparenily def-

tined for fome fecrec expedition, wzs ordered to

ftand to their arms on the firfl: fignal. Julian

difguifed the filent anxiety of his own mind with

fmiles of confidence and joyj and amufed the

iioftile nations with the Ipedacle of military

games, which he infultingly celebrated under the

walls of Coche. The day was confecrated to

pleafure ; bur, as foon as the hour of fupper was

pad, the emperor fummoned the generals to his

tent ; and acquainted them, that he had fixed

that night for the paffage of the Tigris. They

flood in filent and refpeclful aftoniihment j bur^

when the venerable Salluft afiljmed the privilege

of his age and experience, the reft of the chiefs

fupported with freedom the weight of his pru-

Rien n'eft beau que le vrai ; a m:xxim which fhoiild be Infcribed orj

tb^ defk of every rhetorician.

'

N 3 ^-«n«
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^xxn^^' ^^"^ remonftrances ^\ Julian contented himfelf

with obferying, that conqueft and fafety depended

on the attempt 5 thatj inftead of diminilhing, the

nunnber of their enemies would be increafed, by

fucceffive reinforcements ; and that a longer de-

lay would neither contrail the breadth of the

ftream, nor level the height of the bank. The
lignal was inftantly given, and obeyed : the

moft impatient of the legionaries leaped into five

vefiels that lay nearefl to the bank; and, as they

plied their oars with intrepid diligence, they were

loft, after a fe\y moments, in the darknefs of the

night. A flame arofe on the oppofitc fide j and

Julian, who too clearly underftood that his fore-

moft veflels, in attempting to land, had been

fired by the enemy, dexteroufly converted their

extreme danger into a prefage of victory. " Our
*' fellow-foldiers," he eagerly exclaimed, " are

*' already mafters of the bank j fee—they make
*' the appointed fignal : let us haften to emulate

^* and afllft their courage." The united and

rapid motion of a great fleet broke the violence

of the current, and they reached the eaftern fhore

of the Tigris with fufficient fpeed to extinguilh

the flames, and refcue their adventurous com-

panions. The difRculties of a fteep and lofty

afcent were increafed by the weight of armour,

and the darknefs of the night. A fhower of

ftones, darts, and fire, was inceffantly difcharged

on the heads of the alTailants j who, after an

'^ Libanius alludes to the raoft powerful of the generals. I have

yentured to name Sallujl. Amrnianiis fays, of all the leaders, quod

acri Hietu teniti duces concordi pigcatu fieri prohibeie tentarent.

arduous
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arduous ftruggle, climbed the bank, and flood chap.

vidlorious upon the rampart. As foon as they v ^^.«>

poflefled a more equal field, Julian, who, with his

light-infantry, had led the attack ^\ darted

through the ranks a fKilful and experienced

eye : his braved ibldiers, according to the pre-

cepts of Homer '", were diflributed in the front

and rear; and all the trumpets of the Imperial

army founded to battle. The Romans, after

fending up a military fliout, advanced in mea-

fured fteps to the animating notes of martial

mufic ; launched their formidable javelins ; and

rufhed forwards with drawn fwords, to deprive

the Barbarians, by a clofer onfet, of the advan-

tage of their milTile weapons. The whole en-

gao-emcnt lafted above twelve hours i till the

gradual retreat of the Perfians was changed into

a diforderly flight, of which the fhameful ex-

ample was given by the principal leaders, and

the Surenas himfelf. They were purfued to the

gates of Ctefiphon ; and the conquerors might

have entered the difmayed city ^', if their gene-

ral Viftor, who was dangeroufly wounded with

69 Hinc Iinpcrator . , . (fays Amniianus) ipfe eum levis armaT

turae auxiliis per prima poftremaque difcurrens, &c. Yet Zofnnus,

his friend, does not allow him to pafs the river tijl two days after

the battle.

7° Secundum Homericam dlfpofitionem. A fimilar difpofition is

afcribed to the wife Neltor, in the fourth book of the Iliad : and

Homer was never abfent from the mind of Julian.

7' Perfas terrore fubito mifcuerunt, verfifcjue agminlbus totius

g^ntis, apertas Ctefiphontis portas viftor miles intraflet, ni major

praedarum occafio fuiflTet, quam cura victoriss (Sextus Rufus de Pro-

vinciis, c. 28.). Their avarice might difpofe them to hear the ad-

vice of Vi(5lor.

N 4
'

an
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CHAP, an arrow, had not coniured them to defid from a

\._ \- '_' rafh attempt, which muft be fatal, if it were not

fuccefsfuL On their fide, the Romans acknow-

ledged the iofs of only feventy-five men 5 while

they affirmed, that the Barbarians had left on

the field of battle two thoufand five hundred, or

even fix thoufand, of their braveft foldiers. The
fpoil was fuch as might be expedted from the

riches and luxury of an Oriental camp ; large

quantities of filver and gold, fplendid arms and

trappings, and beds and tables of maffy filver.

The victorious emperor diftributcd, as the re-

wards of valour, fome honourable gifts, civic,

and mural, and naval, crowns ; which he, and

perhaps he alone, efleemed more precious than

the wealth of Afia. A folemn facrifice was ofi^er-

ed to the god of war, but the appearances of the

vidims threatened the mofb inaufpicious events j

and Julian foon difcovered, by lefs ambiguous

figns, that he had now reached the term of his

profperity ^''.

Situation On the fecond day after the battle, the domef-
andobfti- j-'j^^ cryards, the Tovians and Herculians, and the

iian. remaining troops, which compoled near two-

ju'ne.
^'

t^'^i'"<^s of the whole army, were fecurely wafted

over the Tigris ". While the Perfians beheld

from

7» The labour of the canal, the paffage of the Tigris, and the vic-

tory, are defcribed by, Ammianus (xxiv. 5, 6.), Libanius (Orat,

Parent, c. 124— 128. p. 347— 353.)} Greg. Nazianzen (Orat. iv.

p. 115.), Zofimus (1. iii. p. iSi— 183. )j '^"'^ Sextus Rufus (de

Provinciis, c. 28.).

73 The fleet arid army were formed in three divifions, of which

tjie firft only had pafled during the night ( Amraian. xxiv. 6.). The
"

' 7r«5-ii'
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from the walls of Ctefiphon the defolation of the chap.

adjacent country, Julian cau many an anxious ^
look towards the North, in full expeftation, that

as he himfelf had vi6lorioufly penetrated to the

capital of Sapor, the march and junction of his

lieutenants, Sebaftian and Procopius, would be

executed with the fame courage and diligence.

His expectations were difappointed by the trea-

chery of the Armenian king, who permitted, and

-mofc probably direfted, the defertion of liis auxi-

liary troops from the camp of the Romans '*

;

and by the difientions of the two generals, who
were incapable of form.ing or executing any plan

for the public fervice. When the emperor had

relinquiihed the hope of this important reinforce-

ment, he condefcended to hold a council of war,

and approved, after a full debate, the fentiment

of thofe generals, who difTuaded the fiege of

Ctefiphon, as a fruitlefs and pernicious under-

taking. It is not eafy for us to conceive, by

what arts of fortification, a city thrice befieged

and taken by the predecefibrs of Julian, could

be rendered impregnable againfl an army of fixty

thoufand Romans, coinmanded by a brave and

experienced general, and abundantly fupplied

wac-j] h^viofia, whom Zofimus tianfports on the third day (1. iil.

p. i5?3.)> might confift of the protestors, among whom the hiftcrian

Ammianus, and the future emperor Jovian, aiSlually ferved 5 Ibme

fchoc.'s of the domtfiks, and perhaps the Jovians and Hercuiians, who
'often did duty as guards.

74 Mofes of Chorene (Ilift. Armen. I. ili. c. 15. p. 24(3.) fup-

plies us with a national tradition, and a fpurious letter. I have bor-

rowed only the leading circumftance, which is confiftent with truth,

probability, and Libanius (Orat, Parent, c. 131, p. 355.).
'

with
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^xxw^' ^^^'^ fl^ips, provirions, battering engines, and

military ilores. But we may reft afliired, frooi

the love of glory, and contempt of danger, which

formed the chara£ler of Julian, that he was not

difcouraged by any trivial or imaginary obfta-

cles ". At the very time wjien he declined the

fiege of Ctefiphon, he rejedled, with obftinacy

and difdain, the moil flattering oilers of a nego-

ciation of peace. Sapor, who had been fo long

accuftomed to the tardy oilentation of Conftan-

tjus, was furprifed by the intrepid diligence of

his fucceffor. As far as the confines of India and

Scythia, the fatraps of the diftant provinces were

ordered to aifemble their troops, and to march,

•without delay, to the afliftance of their monarch.

But "their preparations were dilatory, their mo-
tions flow J and before Sapor could lead an army

into the field, he received the melancholy intel-

ligence of the devaftation of Aflyria, the ruin of

his palaces, and the flaughter of his braveft

troops, who defended the palTage of the Tigris.

The pride of royalty was humbled in the duft ;

he took his repafts on the ground j and the dif-

order of his hair expreffed the grief and anxiety

of his mind. Perhaps he would not have refufed

to purchafe, with one half of his kingdom, the

lafety of the reniainder ; and he would have

gladly fubfcribed himfelf, in a treaty of peace,

75 Civitas inexpugnaliilis, facinus audax et importunum. Am-
Tnian\is, xxiv. 7. His fellow-fokller, Eutropius, turns afide from

the difficulty, AfTvriamque pcpiilatus, caftra apud Ctefiphontem fta-

tiva a'.iqiiandiu habuit : remeanfque vi(5lor, ^'c. x. 16. Zofimus is

artful or ignorant, and Socrates iiiaccurate.

the
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the faithful and dependent ally of the Roman ^^^-^/'
/• if A.A.1V.

conqueror. Under the pretence of private bufi- v ^^,—

^

nefs, a minifter of rank and confidence was fe-

crecly difpatched to embrace the knees of Hor-

mifdas, and to requeft, in the language of a fup-

pliant, that he might be introduced into the

prefence of the emperor. The Saflanian prince,

whether he liftened to the voice of pride or hu-

manity, whether he confuited the fentiments of

his birth, or the duties of his fituation, was

equally inclined to promote a falutary meafure,

which would terminate the calamities of Perfia,

and fecure the triumph of Rome. He was afto-

niihed by the inflexible firmnefs of a hero, who

remembered, mofr unfortunately for himfelf, and

for his country, that Alexander had uniformly

reje<5led the propofitions of Darius. But as Ju-

lian was fenfible, that the hope of a fafe and

honourable peace might cool the ardour of his

troops ; he earneftly requefted, thai Hormifdas

would privately difmifs the minifter of Sapor,

and conceal this dangerous temptation from the

knowledge of the camp '^

The honour, as well as intereft, of Julian, He bums

forbade him to confume his time under the im- ^'"^
'"'

'

pregnable walls of Ctefiphon j and as often as

he defied the Barbarians, who defended the city,

to meet him on the open plain, they prudently

76 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 150. p. 354. c. 139. p. 361. Sor

crates, 1, iii. c. 21. The tcclclialtical hiltorian imputes the refiifal

of peace to the advice of Maxiinus. Such advice was unworthy of

a philofophcr ; but the philoi'oplicr was iikewife a magician, wl\p

rtattered the hopes ana pailions of his mailer.

replied,
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CHAP, replied, that if he defired to exercife his valour,

he might feek the army of the Great King. He
felt the infult, and he accepted the advice. In-

ftead of confining his fervile march to the banks

of the Euphrates and Tigris, he refolved to

imJtate the adventurous fpiritof Alexander, and

boldly to advance into the inland provinces, till

he forced his rival to contend with him, perhaps

in the plains of Arbela, for the empire of Afia.

The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and

tetrayed, by the arts of a noble Perfian, who,

in the caufe of his country, had generoufly fub-

mitted to a6l a part full of danger, of falfehood,

and of fhame". With a train of faithful folr

lowers, he deferted to the Lnperial camp ; ex-

pofed, in a fpecious tale, the injuries which he

had fullained i exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor^

the difcontent of the people, and the weaknefs of

the monarchy, and confidently offered himfelf as

the hoftage and guide of the Jloman march.

The mofl rational grounds of fufpicipn were

urged, without effecft, by the wifdom and expe-

rience of Hormifdas -, and the credulous Julian,

receiving the traitor into his bofom, was per-

fuaded to iiTue an hafty order, which, irj the opi-

nion of mankind, appeared to arraign his pru-

dence, and to endanger his fafety. He deftroyed,

in a fingle hour, the whole navy, which had been

77 The arts of this new Zopyrus (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat, iv.

p. 115, 116.), may derive fome credit from the teftimony of two

abbreviators (Sextus Rufus and Victor), and the cafual hints of

Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 134. p. 357.) and Ammianus (xxiv.

7.). The courfe of genuine hiftory is interrupted by a molt un-

feafonable chafm in the text of Ammianus.

tranf-

4
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tranfported above five hundred miles, at fo great chap.

an expence of toil, of treafure, and of blood.

Twelve, or, at the moft, twenty-two, fmall vef-

fels were faved, to accompany, on carriages, the

march of the army, and to form occafional

bridges for the pafiTage of the rivers. A fupply

of twenty days provifions was referved for the

life of the foldiers; and the reft of the magazines^

with a fleet of eleven hundred vefPels, which

rode at anchor in the Tigris, were abandoned to

the flames, by the abfolute command of the em-

peror. The Chriftian bifhops, Gregory and

Auguflin, infult the madnefs of the apoftate,

who executed, with his own hands, the fentence

of divine juftice. Their authority, of lefs weight,

perhaps, in a military queftion, is confirmed by

the cool judgment of an experienced foldier,

who was himfelf fpedtator of the conflagration^

and who could not difapprove the reluftant mur-

murs of the troops '*. Yet there are not v/ant-

ing fome fpecious, and perhaps folid, reafons,

which might juftify the refolution of Julian.

The navigation of the Euphrates never afcended

above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above

Opis ''. The diftance of the lad-mentioned city

from the Roman camp was not very confiderable;

7" See Ammianus (xxiv. 7.), Libanius (Orat. Tarentalis, c. 132,

^33* P- 35^) 357-)» Zofimus, (1. iii. p. 1S3.), Zoniiras (torn. ii.

1. xiii. p. 26.), Gregory (Orat. iv. p. ii6.), Auguftin (de Civi-

tate Dei, 1. iv. c. 29. 1. v. c. 21.). Of thefe, Libanius alone at-

tempts a faint apology for his hero ; who, according to Ammianus,
pronounced his own condemnation, by a tardy and inetFeftual at-

tempt to fcxtingtiifh the flames.

79 Confult Herodotus (1. i. c. 194..), Strabo (i, xvi. p, J074.},

and Tavernier (p. i. 1. ii. p, 152.).

and
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CHAP, and Julian muft foon have renounced the vain
XXIV

V ^
'

_! and impra6ticable attempt of forcing upwards a

great fleet againR the ftream of a rapid river **,

which in feveral places was embarrafled by natu-

ral or artificial catarads ^\ The power of fails

or oars was infufficient ; it became ncceflary to

tow the fliips againft the current of the riverj the

Itrength of twenty thoufand foldiers was exhaufted

in this tedious and fervile labour ; and if the

Romans continued to march along the banks of

the Tigris, they could only expeft to return home
without atchieving any enterprize worthy of the

genius or fortune of their leader. If, on the?

contrary, it was advifeable to advance into the

inland country, the deftru6lion of the fleet and

magazines was the only meafure which could

fave that valuable prize from the hands of the

numerous and adlive troops which might fud-

denly be poured from the gates of Ctefiphon.

Had the arms of Julian been victorious, we

fhould now admire the conduct, as well as the

courage, of a hero, who, by depriving his fol-

diers of the hopes of a retreat, left them only the

alternative of death or conquefl ^''.

^'^ A celeiitate Tigris incipit vocaii, ita appellant Medi fagittam.

Plin. Hift. Natur. vl. 31.

8' One of thefe dykes, which produces an artificial cafcade or

cataratt, is defcribed by Tavernier (part i. 1. ii. ^. 226,) and

Thevenot (part ii. 1. 1. p. 193. )• The Perfians, or Allyrians, laboured

to interrupt the navigation of the river (Strabo, 1. xv. p. 1075.

D'Anville, I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 98, 99.).

2* Recollecl the fuccefsful and applauded rafhnefs of Agathocles

and Cortez, who burnt their fhips on the coafts of Africa and Mex-
ico.

The



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 191

The cumberibme train of artillery and wag- C H aP-

gons, which retards the operations of a modern ._ _ _ '^

army, were in a great meafure unknown in the
J"'!,"'^^^^''/^^'

camps of the Romans ^^ Yet, in every age, the Sapor,

fubfiftence of fixty thoufand men muft have been

one of the moll important cares of a prudent

general; and that fubfiftence could only be drawn

from his own or from the enemy's country. Had
it been pofllble for Julian to maintain a bridge of

communication on the Tigris, and to preferve

the conquered places of AHyria, a defolated pro-

vince could not afford any large or regular fup-

plies, in a feafon of the year when the lands were

covered by the inundation of the Euphrates ^%

and the unwholefome air was darkened with

fwarms of innumerable infe6ls ^\ The appear-

ance of the hoftile country was far more inviting.

The extenfive region that lies between the river

Tigris and the mountains of Media, was filled

with villages and towns j and the fertile foil, for

the moft part, was in a very improved ftate of

s» See the jiulkious ixfiLCtions of the Author cf the Effui fur la

Taftiqiie, torn. ii. p. 287— 355. and th(^ learned remarks of M.
Guichardt, Nouveaiix Memoires Militaires, tom. i. p. 351—382.

on the baggage and fubfiftence of the Roman armies.

**+ The Tigris rifcs to the fbutii, the Euphrates to the north, of

the Armenian mowntains. The former overflows in March, the

latter in July. Theie circumllances are well explained in the Geo-

grapliical Diflertation of Foitcr, inferted in Spelman's Expedition of

Cyius, vol. ii. p. 26.

8J Animianus (xxiv. 8.) defcribes, as he had felt, the incon-

vcniency of the flood, the heat, and the infers. The lands of

Afl'yria, oppreflTtd by the Tuiks, and ravaged by the Curds, or

Arabs, yield an increafc of ten, fifteen, and twenty fold, for the

feed which is caft into the giound by the wretched and unfkilful

hiiibandman. Voyages de NJebuhr, torn. ii. p. 279. 285.

culti-
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C n A p. cultivation. Julian might expeft, that a con-

queror, who pofTeiTed the two forcible inflruments

of perfuafion, fteel and gold, would eafily pro-

cure a plentiful fubfiltence from the fears or ava-

rice of the natives. But, on the approach of the

Romans, this rich and finiling profpedl was in-

ftantly blafted. Wherever they moved, the in-

habitants deferted the open villages, and took

fiielter in the fortified towns 3 the cattle was

driven away j the grafs and ripe corn were con-

fumed with fire j and, as foon as the flames had

fubfided which interrupted the march of Julian^i;

he beheld the melancholy face of a fmoking and

naked defef-t. This defperate but effetftual me-

thod of defence, can only be executed by the

enthufiafm of a people who prefer their inde-,-

pendence to their property 1 or by the rigour of

an arbitrary government, which confults the pub-

lic fafety without fubmitting to their inclinations

the liberty of choice. On the prefent occafion^"

the zeal and obedience of the Perfians feconded

the commands of Sapor j and the emperor was

foon reduced to the fcanty ftock of provifions,

which continually wafted in his hands. Before

they were entirely confumed, he might ftill havt

reached the wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ec-

batana, or Sufa, by the effort of a rapid and well-

diredled march " ^ but he was deprived of this

laft rcfource by his ignorance of the roads, and by

S6 Ifidore of Charax (Manfion. Pailhic. p. 5, 6. in Hudfon,

Geograph. Minor, torn, ii.) reckons I29 fchisni from Seleucia, arid

Thevenot (part i. 1. i. ii. p. 209—i45.)j ^-^ hours of march from

Begdad to Ecbatana, or Hamadani. Thefe meafures cannot exceed

an ordinax-y parafang, or three Roman miles.

the
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the perfidy of his guides. The Romans wan- ^-j^^j^,^'

dcred feveral days in the country to the eaftward «—.^—<»

of Bagdad: the Perfian deferter, who had art-

fully led them into the fnare, efcaped from their

refentmenti and his followers, as foon as they

we-re put to the torture, confefled the fecret of

the confpiracy. The vifionary conquefts of Hyr-

cania and India, which had fo long amufed,

now tormented, the mind of Julian. Confcious

that his own imprudence was the caufe of the

public diftrefs, he anxioufly balanced the hopes

of fafety or fuccefs, without obtaining a fatis-

fadory anfwer either from gods or men. Ac

length, as the only pra(ft:icable meafure, he em-

braced the refolution of direfting his fteps to-

wards the banks of the Tigris, with the defign

of faving the army by a hafty march to the con-

fines of Corduene ; a fertile and friendly pro-

vince, which acknowledged the fovereignty of

Rome. The defponding troops obeyed the fig-

nal of the retreat, only fevcnty days after they

had pafTed the Chaboras, with the fanguine J""^ ^s.

expectation of fubverting the throne of Perfia '^

As long as the Romans feemed to advance Retreat

, , .
, 1 r « I anddiitiefs

into the country, their march was oblerved and ^f the Ro-

infulted from a diftance, by feveral bodies of
"^^^^^'^7-

Perfian cavalry ; who (hewing themfelves, fome-

times in loofe, and fometimes in clofer, or-

67 The march of Julian from CteHphon, is ciicumila,nU?lly, b\it

not clearly, defcribed by Ammiaiius (xxiv. 7, 8.), JLibaniii^ (Qi:^t.

Parent, c. 134. p. 357. )> and Zofimus (1. iii. p. 183.). The two

laft feem ignorant that their conqueror was retreating 5 and Libaniu*

abfurdly confines .him to the banks of tlie Tigris.

Vol. IV. O der^
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c M^P. (jer^ faintly Ikirmiflied with the advanced guardg.

Thefe detachments were, however, fupported by

a much greater force ; and the heads of the co-

lumns were no fooner pointed towards the Tigris,

than a cloud of duft arofe on the plain. The
R.omans, who now afpired only to the permiffioa

of a fafe and fpeedy retreat, endeavoured to

perfuade themfelves, that this formidable appear-

ance was occafioned by a troop of wild alTes, or

perhaps by the approach of fome friendly Arabs.

They halted, pitched their tents, fortified their

camp, pafied the whole night in continual alarms j

and difcovered, at the dawn of day, that they

w^ere furrounded by an army of Perfians. This

army, which might be confidered only as the

van of the Barbarians, was foon followed by

the main body of cuiraffiers, archers, and ele-

phants, commanded by Meranes, a general of

rank and reputation. He was accompanied by

two of the king's fons, and many of the principal

fatraps; and fame and expeflation exaggerated

the flrength of the remaining powers, which

flowly advanced under the condudl of Sapor

himfelf. As the Romans continued their march,

their long array, which was forced to bend, or

divide, according to the varieties of the ground,

afforded frequent and favourable opportunities

to their vigilant enemies. The Perfians repeat-

edly charged with fury; they were repeatedly

repulfed with firmnefs ; and the a6lion at Ma-
ronga, which almoft deferved the name of a bat-

tle, was marked by a confiderable lofs of fatraps

and elephants, perhaps of equal value in the eyes
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of their monarch. Thefe fplendid advantages ^J^J^,^'

were not obtained without an adequate flaughter

on the fide of the Romans : feveral officers of

diflinftion were either killed or wounded ; and

the emperor himfelf, who, on all occafions of

danger, infpired and guided the valour of his

troops, was obliged to expofe his perfon, and

exert his abilities. The weight of offenfive and

defenfive arms, which ftill conftituted the ftrength

and fafety of the Romans, difabled them from

making any long or effedlual purfuit ; and as the

horfemen of the Eaft were trained to dart their

javelins, and fhoot their arrows, at full fpeed,

and in every pofiible direction *', the cavalry of

Perfia was never more formidable than in the

moment of a rapid and diforderly flight. But

the mofl certain and irreparable lofs of the Ro-

mans, was that of time. The hardy veterans,

accuftomed to the cold climate of Gaul and Ger-

many, fainted under the fultry heat of an Af-

fyrian fummerj their vigour was exhaufted by

the inceffant repetition of march and combat;

and the progrefs of the army was fufpended by'

the precautions of a flow and dangerous retreat,

in the prefence of an aftive enemy. Every day,

every hour, as the fupply diminiihed, the value

and price of fubfiftence increafed in the Roman

** Chardin, the moft judicious of modern travellers, defcribes

(torn. lii. p. 57, 58, &c. edit, in 4to.) the education and dexterity

of the Perfian horfemen. Briflbnius (de Regno Pcrfico, p. 65©.

661, &c.) has collefled the teftimonies of antiquity.

O 2 camp.
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CHAP.
XXIV.

Julian is

mortally

wounded.

THE DECLINE AND FALL

cam^ ". Julian, who always contented hiiTifelf

with fuch food as a hungry Ibldier would have

difdained, dirtributed, for the ufe of the troops,

the provifions of the Lflperial houfehold, and

whatever could be fpared from the fumpter-

horfes of the tribunes and generals. But this

feeble relief ferved only to aggravate the fenfe

of the public diftrefs j and the Romans began

to entertain the mofl gloomy apprehenfions, that

before they could reach the frontiers of the em-

pire, they fhould all perifh, either by famine,

or by the fword of the Barbarians '°.

While Julian ftruggled v/ith the almoft infu-

perable difficulties of his fituation, the filent

hours of the night were ftill devoted to ftudy

and contemplation. Whenever he clofed his

eyes in fhort and interrupted llumbers, his mind

was agitated with painful anxiety j nor can it be

thought furprifing, that the Genius of the empire

fhould once more appear before him, covering

with a funereal veil, his head, and his horn of

abundance, and flowly retiring from the Imperial

tent. The monarch darted from his couch, and

ftepping forth, to refrelTi his wearied fpirits with

the coolnefs of the midnight air, he beheld a

^9 In Mark Antonj-s retreat, an attic chaenix fold for fifty

drachmae, or, in other words, a pound of flour for twelve or four-

teen (hillings : barley-bread was fold for its weight in filver. It is

impoffible to perufe the interefting narrative of Plutarch (torn. v.

p. 102— 116.), without perceiving that Mark Antony and Julian

were purfued by the fame enemies, and involved in the fame diftrefs.

90 Ammian. xxiv. 8. xxv. I. Zofimus, 1. iii, p. 184., 185, 1S6.

.Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 134, 155. p. 357, 358, 359. The fophift

of Autioch appears ignorant that the troops were hungiy.

fiery
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fiery meteor, which Ihot athwart the fky, and ^^,^^-

fuddenly vaniflied. Julian was convinced that t , -^ , «>

he had feen the menacing coiinienance of the

god of war '*
j the council which he fummoned,

of Tufcan Harufpices °*, unanimoufly pronounc-

ed that he fhould abftain from aflion : but on

this occafion, neceflity and reafon were more

prevalent than fuperftition j and the trumpets

founded at the break of day. The army march-*

ed through a hilly country ; and the hills had

been fecretly occupied by the Perlians. Julian

led the van, with the iTcill and attention of a con-

fummate general ; he was alarmed by the intel-

ligence that his rear was fuddenly attacked. The
heat of the weather had tempted him to lay afide

his cuirafs ; but he fnatched a Ihield from one of

his attendants, and haftened, with a fufficient

reinforcement, to the relief of the rear-guard.

A fimilar danger recalled the intrepid prince to

the defence of the front; and, as he galloped

between the columns, the centre of the left was

attacked, and almoft overpowered, by a furious

charge of the Perfian cavalry and elephants.

This huge body was foon defeated, by the well-

9' Ammian. xxv. 2. Julian had fwom in a pafiion, nunquain fe

Marti facra faflurum (xxiv. 6.). Such whimfical quaircls were not

uncommon between the gods apd their inlblent votaries ; and even

the prudent Auguftus, after his fleet had been twice fliipwreckod,

excluded Neptune from the honours of public profefilons. See

Hume's phllofophical Refleflions. Eflays, vol. ii. p. 418.

9« They ftill retained the monopoly of the vain, but lucialivr,

fcience, which had been invented in Hetruria, and profelfed to derive

their knowledge of figns and omens, from the ancient books of Tar-

quitius, a Tiifcan fage^

O 3 timed



iqS the decline and fall

^xxw^* ^^"^^^ evolution of the light infantry, who ainned

their weapons, with dexterity and effecb, againft

the backs of the horfemen, and the legs of the

elephants. The Barbarians fledj and Julian,

who was foremofl in every danger, animated the

purfuit with his voice and geilures. His trem-

bling guards, fcattered and opprefled by the dif-

orderly throng of friends and enemies, reminded

their fearlefs fovereign that he was without ar-

mour; and conjured him to decline the fall of

the impending ruin. As they exclaimed ^\ a

cloud of darts and arrows was difcharged from the

flying fquadrons; and a javelin, after razing the

fkin of his arm, tranfpierced the ribs, and fixed

in the inferior part of the liver. Julian attempt-

ed to draw the deadly weapon from his fide

;

but his fingers were cut by the fharpnefs of the

Heel, and he fell fenfelefs from his horfe. His

guards flew to his relief; and the wounded em-

peror was gently raifed from the ground, and

conveyed out of the tumult of the battle into an

adjacent tent. The report of the melancholy

event palled from rank to rank ; but the grief of

the Romans infpired them with invincible valour,

and the defire of revenge. The bloody and

obfliinate conflift was maintained by the two

armies, till they were feparated by the total dark-

nefs of the night. The Perfians derived fome

honour from the advantage which they obtained

95 Clamabant hinc inde candidati (fee the note of Valefius) quos

disjecerat terror, ut fugientium molem tanquam ruinam male com-

poiiti culminis declinaret. Ammian. xxv. 3.

againft
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itgainft the left wing, where Anatolius, mailer ^-j^^^,^*

of the offices, was flain, and the prsEfed Salluft <

^
—j

very narrowly efcaped. But the event of the day

was adverfe to the Barbarians. They abandoned

the field ; their two generals, Meranes, and No-

kordates ^*, fifty nobles or fatraps, and a nnul-

titude of their braveft Ibldiers : and the fuccefs of

the Romans, if Julian had furvived, might have

been improved into a decifive and ufeful viftory.

The firft words that Julian uttered, after his The death

• 1 T 1 J Julian,

recovery from the fainting fit, into which he had A.b. 363.

been thrown by lofs of blood, were exprelTive of
""*" "

his martial fpirit. He called for his horfe and

arms, and was impatient to rufh into the battle.

His remaining ftrength was exhaufted by the

painful effort; and the furgeons, who examined

his wound, difcovered the fymptoms of ap-

proaching death. He employed the awful mo-
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a fage •,

the philofophers who had accompanied him in

this fatal expedition, compared the tent of Julian

with the prifon of Socrates j and the fpe(5tators,

whom duty, or friendlhip, or curiofity, had af-

fembled round his couch, liftened with refped-

ful grief to the funeral oration of their dying

emperor '^ " Friends and fellow-foldiers, the

" feafon-

94 Sapor himfelf declared to the Romans, that It was his praflice,

to comfort the families of his deceafed fiitraps, by fending them, as

a prefent, the heads of the guards and officers who had not fallen by

their mailer's fide. Libanius, dc nece Julian, ulcif. c. xiii. p. 163.

9J The character and fituation of Julian might countenance the

iufpicion, that be had previourty compofed the elaborate oration,

O 4 which
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Sfvr^^'
" feafonable period of my departure is now ar-

u -„-- ,
" rived, and I difcharge, with the cheerfulnefs

" of a ready debtor, the demands of nature.

*' I have learned from philofophy, how much the

*' foul is more excellent than the body ; and that

^^ the feparation of the nobler fubftance, ftiould

" be the fubjeft ofjoy, rather than of affliftion,

^'* I have learned from religion, that an early

** death has often been the reward of piety '*

;

" and I accept, as a favour of the gods, the

•' mortal flroke, that fecures m^e from the dan-

'^ ger of difgracing a charafter, which has hi-

" therto been fupported by virtue and fortitude.

'^^ I die without remorfe, as I have lived with-

•^^ out guilt. I am pleafed to reflect on the in-

" nocence of my private life j and I can afRrm

" v/ith confidence, that the fupreme authority,

'^ that emanation of the Divine Power, has been
''' preferved in my hands pure and immaculate,

*' Detelling the corrupt and deflruflive maxims
" of defpotifm, I have confidered the happinefs

" of the people as the end of government,

'' Submitting my a6lions to the laws of prudence,

** of juftice, and of moderation, I have trufted

^' the event to the care of Providence. Peace

*' was the objec5t of my counfels, as long as peace

which Amrr.ianus heard, and has tranfciibed. The verfion of the

Abbe de la Bletei-ie is faithful and elegant. I have followed him

tc\ expreiTing the Platonic idea of eraanationsj which is darkly in-

fauxated in the original.

'56 Herodotus (1. i. c. 31.) has difplayed that doctrine in an

agreeable tale. Yet the Jupiter (in the 36th book of the Iliad),

\Aho laments with tears of blood the death of Sarpedon his fon, had

a ytxy iaipcrfeit notion of happinefs or gloiy beyond the grave.

** was
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*• was confident with the public welfare j but chap.
XXIV.

*' when the imperious voice of my country lum-
^^ moned me to arms, I expofed my perfon to

" the dangers of war, with the clear fore-know-
** ledge (which I had acquired from the art of
" divination) that I was deftined to fall by the

" fword. I now offer my tribute of gratitude

" to the Eternal Being, who has not fuffered me
" to perifii by the cruelty of a tyrant, by the

" fecret dagger of confpiracy, or by the flow

*' tortures of lingering difeafe. He has given

" me, in the midil of an honourable career, a

/' fplendid and glorious departure from this

" world ; and I hold it equally abfurd, equally

" bafe, to folicit, or to decline, the ftroke of
" fate.-,^—Thus much I have attempted to lay;

" but my ftrength fails me, and I feel the ap-
" proach of death.— I fhall cautioufly refrain

" from any word that may tend to influence

" your fuffrages in the eled ion of an emperor.
" My choice might be imprudent, or injudi-

" cious i and if it Ihould not be ratified by the

" confent of the army, it might be fatal to the

" perfon whom I Ihould recommend. I Ihail

" only, as a good citizen, exprefs my hopes,

" that the Romans may be bleffed. with the go-
*' vernment of a virtuous fovereign." Af:er

this difcourfe, which Julian pronounced in ^

firm and gentle tone of voice, he diftributed, by
a military teftament '% the remains of his private

fortune j

97 The foldiers who made ihdr verbHl, or nuncMpa:oryj tefia-

mejits upon aftual fervice (in frodua.u) were exempud IVuit^ th«
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'^Vt^^' fortune; and making foine enquiry why Ana-
*—^^—rf tolius was not prefent, he underftood, from the

anfwer of Salluft, that Anatolius was killed s and

bewailed, with amiable inconfiftency, the lofs of

his friend. At the fame time he reproved the

immoderate grief of the fpectators j and conjured

them not to difgrace, by unmanly tears, the fate

of a prince, who in a few moments would be

united with heaven, and with the ftars '-'^ The
fpetflators were filcntj and Julian entered into a

metaphyseal argument with the philofophers

Prifcus and Maximus, on the nature of the foul.

The efforts which he made, of mind, as well as

body, mofl probably haftened his death. His

wound began to bleed with frefh violence j his

rcfpiration was embarrafled by the fwelling of

the veins : he called for a draught of cold water,

and, as foon as he had drank it, expired without

pain, about the hour of midnight. Such was

the end of that extraordinary man, in the thirty-

fecond year of his age, after a reign of one year

and about eight months, from the death of Con-

ilantius. In his laft moments he difplayed, per-

haps with fome ollentation, the love of virtue

formalities of the Roman law. See Heineccius (Antiquit. Jur.

Pvoman. torn. i. p. 504O and Montefquieu (Efprit des Lolx,

]. xxvii.).

98 This union of the human foul with the divine ?etherial fub-

flance of the univerfe, is the ancient do6lrinc of Pythag:oias and

Plato
J
but it feems to exclude any perfonal or confcious iramor-

.

tality. See Warbniton's leain<.il and rational obfervations. Divine

I.fgation, vol. ii. 0.199—116.

5
aad
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and of fame, which had been the ruling pafilons chap.

of his life ^'. «l2^^
The triumph of Chriftianity, and the calami- Eicaionof

i
ties of the empire, may, in fome meafure, be rorJovSn,

afcribed to Julian himfelf, who had negledled to A. 0.365.

fecure the future execution of his defigns, by the

timely and judicious nomination of an alTociate

and fucceflbr. But the royal race of Conllantius

Chlorus was reduced to his own perfon ; and if

he entertained any ferious thoughts of invefting

with the purple the mofl worthy among the Ro-

mans, he was diverted from his refolution by the

difficulty of the choice, the jealoufy of power,

the fear of ingratitude, and the natural prefump-

tion of health, of youth, and of profperity. His

unexpeded death left the empire without a maf-

ter, and without an heir, in a ftate of perplexity

and danger, which, in the fpace of fourfcorc

years, had never been experienced, fince the elec-

tion of Diocletian. In a government, which had

almoft forgotten the diflindion of pure and no-

ble blood, the fuperiority of birth was of little

moment ; the claims of official rank were acci-

dental and precarious j and the candidates, who
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne, could

be fupported only by the confcioufnels of per-

fonal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour.

But the fituation of a famiflied army, encom-

99 The whole relation of the death of Julian is given by Ani-
mianus (xxv. 3.), an intelligent fpeclator. Libanius, who turns

with honor from the fccne, has fupplied fome circumftances (Orat.

Parental, c. 136— 140. p. 359— 362.). The calumnies of Gregory,

and the legends of more ancient faints, may now be /knt/y de-

fpifed,

pafled
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c HA P. paflfed on all fides by an hofl of Barbarians,

Ihortened the moments of grief and deliberation.

In this fcene of terror and diltrefs, the body of

the deceafed prince, according to his own direc-

tions, was decently embalmed j and, at the dawn

of day, the generals convened a military fenate,

at which the commanders of the Isgions, and the

officers, both of cavalry .nd infantry, were in-

vited to afilft. Three or four hours of the night

had not pafTed away without fome fecret cabals

;

and when the ele<5]:ion of an emperor was pro-

pofed, the fpirit of faflion began to agitate the

affembly. Viflor and Arinthseus collefled the

remains of the court of Conftantius ; the friends

of Julian attached themfelves to the Gallic chiefs,

Dagalaiphus and Nevitta j and the mod fatal

confequences might be apprehended from the dif-

cord of two factions, fo oppofite in their cha-

fafler and interefl, in their maxims of govern-^

ment, and perhaps in their religious principles.

The fuperior virtues of Salluft could alone recon-

cile their divifions, and unite their fuffragesi and

the venerable prasfedt would immediately have

beeo declared the fucceflbr of Julian, if he him-

felf, with fmccre and modeft firmnefs, had not

alleged his age and infirmities, fo unequal to the

weight of the diadem. The generals, who were

furprifed and perplexed by his refufal, fhewed

iome difpoOtion to adopt the falutary advice of

an inferior officer '% that they fiiould adl as they

i^° Honoratior alivjuis miies ;
perhaps Ammianus himfelf. The

jnodeli and judicieus hirtorian tkicribes tlie fcene cf the eleftJon, at

whkb he was undoubtedly p:titflt (xxv, y).
would
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would have afted in the ablence of the emperor ; ^ h a p.

that the^' fliould exert their abilities to extricate

ahe army from the prefent diftrefs ; and, if they

were fortunate enough to reach the confines of

Mefopotamia, they fhould proceed with united

and deliberate counfels in the eleflion of a lawful

fovereign. While they debated, a few voices

faluted Jovian, who was no more than frji
'°' of

the domeftics, with the names of Emperor and

Auguftus. The tumultuary acclamation was

inftantly repeated by the guards who furrounded

the tent, and pafTed, in a few minutes, to the

extremities of the line. The new prince, afto-

nifhed with his ov/n fortune, was haftily inverted

with the Imperial ornaments, and received an

oath of fidelity from the generals, whofe favour

and protection he fo lately folicited. The ftrongeft

recommendation of Jovian was the merit of his

father. Count Varronian, who enjoyed, in honour-

able retirement, the fruit of his long fervices.

In the obfcure freedom of a private flation, the

fon indulged his tafte for wine and women •, yet

he fupported, with credit, the charadter of a

Chriftian "* and a foldier. Without being con-

*o' The primus, ov frimtccriua, enjoyed the dignity of a fenator;

and thougli only a tribune, he ranked with the military dukes. Cod>

Theodofian. 1. vi. tit. xxlv. Thefe privileges are perhaps more

recent than the time of Jovian.
ID* The ecclefiaftical hiftorians, Socrates (1. iii. c. 22.), Sozo-

'men (1. vi. c. 3.), aiid Theodoret (1. iv. c. i.), afcribe to Jovian

the merit of a confeflbr under the preceding reign ; and pioufly fup-

"pofc, that he refufed the purple, till the whole anny unanimoufly

exclaimed that they were Chriftians. Ammianus, calmly purfuing

' his' narrative, overthrows the legend by a finglc fentence. Hoftiis

pro Jovlano exiirfjue infpe^is, pronuntiatura eft, &c, xxv. 6.

fpicuous
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c H A P. fpicuous for any of the ambitious qualifications

N—^^.—» which excite the admiration and envy of mankind,

the comely perfon of Jovian, his cheerful tem-

per, and familiar wit, had gained the affedion of

his fellow-foldiers j and the generals of both par-

ties acquiefced in a popular eledlion, which had

not been conduced by the arts of their enemies.

The pride of this unexpefted elevation was mo-

derated by the jufl apprehenfion, that the fame

day might terminate the life and reign of the new
emperor. The prefTing voice of neceflity was

obeyed without delay j and the firft orders iffued

by Jovian, a few hours after his predeceflbr had

expired, were to profecute a march, which could

alone extricate the Romans from their adual

diftrefs •°^

Danger The cfteem of an enemy is moft fincerely ex-

cuh '^'S" P^^^^^ t)y his fears ; and the degree of fear may
the retreat, be accuratcly meafured by the joy with which he

June 27th celebrates his deliverance. The welcome news

of the death of Julian, which a deferter revealed

to the camp of Sapor, infpired the defponding

monarch with a fudden confidence of victory.

He immediately detached the royal cavalry, per-

haps the ten thoufand Immortals *°*, to fecond and

*°J Ammlanus (xxv. 10.) has drawn from the life an impartial

portrait of Jovian : to which the younger Vidlor has added fome re-

markable ftrokes. The Abbe de la Blelerie (Hiftoire de Jovlen,.

torn. i. p. 1—238.) has compoled an elaborate hiiiory of his fliort

reign ; a work remarkably dlftinguiftied by elegance of ftyle, critical

difquiiition, and religious prejudice.

>°4 Regius equitatus. It appears from Procoplus, that the Ira-

mortals, fo famous under Cyrus and his fucceflbrs, were revivsd,

if we may ufe that improper word, by the Saflanides. Briflbn de

Regno Perfico, p. 268, &c.

fupport
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fupport the purfuit ; and difcharged the whole CHAP,

weight of his united forces on the rear-guard of _ ^ ^^

the Romans. The rear-guard was thrown into

diforder ; the renowned legions, which de-

rived their titles from Diocletian, and his v/arlike

colleague, were broke and trampled down by the

elephants i and three tribunes loft their lives in

attempting to ftop the flight of their foldiers.

The battle was at length reftored by the per-

fevering valour of the Romans j the Perfians

were repulfed with a great flaughter of men and

elephants i and the army, after marching and

fighting a long fummer's day, arrived, in the

evening, at Samara on the banks of the Tigris,

about one hundred miles above Ctefiphon '°^

On the enfuing day, the Barbarians, inftead of

harafling the march, attacked the camp, of Jo-

vian ; which had been feated in a deep and fe-

queftered valley. Froai the hills, the archers of

Perfia infulted and annoyed the wearied legio-

naries i and a body of cavalry, which had pene-

trated with defperate courage through the Prae-

torian gate, was cut in pieces, after a doubtful

conflifl, near the Imperial tent. In the fucceed-

ing night, the camp of Carche was protected

by the lofty dykes of the river; and the Roman
army, though inceffantly expofed to the vexatious

'°5 The obfcure villages of the inland countrj' are irrecoverably

loft, nor can we name the field of battle v,-here Julian fell : but M.
d'Anville has demonftrated the precife fituation of Sumere, Carche,

and Dura, along the banks of the Tigris (Geographie Ancienne,

torn. ii. p. 248. TEuphrate et le Tigre, p. 95. 97.). In the ninth

century, Sumere, orSamar?., became, with a flight change of name
the royal refidencc ©f the Khali fs of the houfe of Abbas,

purfuit
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^xxiv^' P"i"^uit o^ the Saracens, pitched their tents near

the city of Dura '°*, four days after the death of

Julian. The Tigris was ftill on their left ; their

hopes and provifions were almoft confumed -, and

the impatient foldiers, v/ho had fondly perfuaded

themfelves, that the frontiers of the empire were

not far diftant, requefted their new fovereign,

that they might be permitted to hazard the paf-

fage of the river. With the afTiftance of his

wifeft officers, Jovian endeavoured to check their

rafhnefs ; by reprefenting, that if they poiTefled

fufficient fkill and vigour to ftem the torrent of

a deep and rapid ftream, they would only deliver

themfelves naked and defencelefs to the Bar-

barians, who had occupied the oppofite banks.

Yielding at length to their clamorous importu-

nities, he confented, with reluflance, that five

hundred Gauls and Germans, accuftomed from

their infancy to the waters of the Rhine and

Danube, fliould attempt the bold adventure,

which might ferve either as an encouragement,

or as a warning, for the reft of the army. In the

filence of the night, they fwam the Tigris, fur-

prifed an unguarded poft of the enemy, and

difplayed at the dawn of day the fignal of their

refolution and fortune. The fuccefs of this trial

difpofed the emperor to liften to the promifes of

his architefts, who propofed to conftrud a float-

ing bridge of the inflated flcins of fheep, oxen,

106 Dtira wns a fortiiied place in the wars of Antiochus agalnft

tlie rebels of Media and Perfia (Polybius, 1. v, c. 4,8. 52. p. 548.

552. edit, Cafaiibon, in 8vo.).

§ and
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and goats, covered with a floor of earth and faf-
^^J^civ^*

cines '°'. Two important days were fpent in the «. ~^ " ^
ineffefliial labour j and the Romans, who already

endured the miferies of famine, caft a look of

delpair on the Tigris, and upon the Barbarians j

whofe numbers and obftinacy increal'ed with the

diflrefs of the Imperial army '°^

In this hopelefs fituation, the faintino- fpirits of Negctla-

the Romans were revived by the found of peace, treaty of

Tiie tranfient prefumption of Sapor had vanifhed; T^^^'

he obfcrved, with ferioiis concern, that, in the

repetition of doubtful combats, he had loft his

moll faithful and intrepid nobles, his braveft

troops, and the greateft part of his train of ele-

phants : and the experienced monarch feared to

provoke the refiflance of defpair, the viciflltudes

of fortune, and the unexhaufted powers of the

Roman empire; which might foon advance to

relieve, or to revenge, the fuccefibr of Julian.

The Surenas himfelf, accompanied by another

fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian ^°'^
^ and

declared, that the clemency of his fovereign was

'°7 A fimilai" expedient was propofed to the leaders of the ten

thoufand, and wifely rejefted. Xenophon, Anabafis, 1. iii. p. 255,

^S^j ^57* It appears, from our modern travellers, that rafts float-

ing on bladders perform the trade and navigation of the Tigris.

>o8 The firft military afts of the reign of Jovian are related by

Ammianus (xxv. 6.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 146. p. 36+.),

and Zofimus (1. iii. p. 189, 19c, 191.). Though we may diftruft

the fairnefs of Libanius, the ocular teftimony of Eiitropius (uno a

Perfis atf]ue altero prcelio viflus, x. 17.) mult incline us to fufpeft,

that Ammianus has been too jealous of the honour of the Roman
arms.

»^9 Sextus Rufus (de Provlnclis, c. 29.) embraces a poor fubter-

fuge of national vanity. Tanta reverentia rominis Romani fuit,

ut a Perfis /iriOT/'i de pace feimo haberetur.

Vol. IV. P not
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CHAP, not averfe to fignify the conditions, on which he

would confent to fpare and to difmifs the Csefar,

with the relics of his captive army. The hopes

of fafety fubdued the firnnnefs of the Romans ; J

the emperor was compelled, by the advice of his

council, and the cries of the foldiers, to embrace

the offer of peace -, and the prsfedl Salluft was

immediately fent, with the general Arinth^eus,

to underftand the pleafure of the Great King.

The crafty Perfian delayed, under various pre-

terlceSi the conclufion of the agreement; ftarted

difficulties, required explanations, fuggefted ex-

pedients, receded from his conceffions, encreafed

his demands, and wafted four days in the arts of

negociation, till he had confumed the ftock of

provifions which yet remained in the camp of

the Romans. Had Jovian been capable of exe-

cuting a bold and prudent meafure, he would

have continued his march with unremitting dili-

gence i the progrefs of the treaty would have

fufpended the attacks of the Barbarians; and,

before the expiration of the fourth day, he might

have fafely reached the fruitful province of Cor-

duene, at the diftance only of one hundred

miles ''°. The irrefolute emperor, inftead of

breaking through the toils of the enemy, expected
i

his fate with patient refignation -, and accepted

the humilianng conditions of peace, which it

'*^ It is prefumptuoHS to controvert the opinion of Ammianus, a

foldier and a fpcftator. Yet it is difficult to underftand, ha%t^ tlif

mountains of Corduene could extend over the plain of Affyria, a&

low as the conflux of the Tigris and the great Zab : or bow an army

oi' fixty thoufandmen could march ons hundred miles in four days.

I was

I
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was no lon2:er in his power to refure. The five ^„^,,^,^'
^. .

XXIV.
provinces beyond the Tigris, v;^hich had been »

—

-y-^^

ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were reftored

to the Perfian monarchy. He acquired, by a

fingle article, the impregnable city of Nifibis j

which had fuftained, in three fucceflive fieges,

the effort of his arms. Singara, and the caftle

of the Moors one of the ftrongefl: places of Mefo-

potamia, were likewife difmembered from the

empire. It was confidered as an indulgence, that

the inhabitants of thofe fortrelTes were permitted

to retire with their effects j but the conqueror

'igoroufly infifted, that the Romans fhould for

;ver abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia.

A. peace, or rather a long truce, of thirty years,

.vas ftipulated between the hoftile nations; the

"aich of the treaty was ratified by folemn oaths,

and religious ceremonies; and hoflages of diftin-

jyuifned rank were reciprocally delivered to fee u re

i:he performance of the conditions "*.

! The fophift of Antioch, who faw with indig- Theweak-

'lation the fceptre of his hero in the feeble hand
5ff^,a"^of

i^f a Chriftian fucceffor, profeffes to admire the Jovian.

Tioderation of Sapor, in contenting himfelf with

\Q fmall a portion of the Roman empire. If he

lad ftretched as far as the Euphrates the claims

'" The treaty of Dura is recorded with grief or indignation by

(\miTiianus (xxv. 7.), Libaniiis (Orat. Parent, c. 144. p. 364.),

•

Sofimus (1. iii. p. 190, 191.), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv.

p. 117, 118, who imputes the dillrcls to Julian, the deliverance to

Jovian); and Eutropius (x. 17.). The lalt-mentioned writer, who "

W2S prefent in a military ftation, ftylcs this peace neceflariam qui-

^em fed ignobilctn.

P2 of
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CHAP, of his ambition, he mieht have been fecure,-
XXIV.

•> c y

fays LibaniuSj of not meeting with a refufal.

If he had fixed, as the boundary of Perfia, the

Orontes, the Cydnus, the Sangarius, or even the

Thracian Bofphorus, flatterers would not have

been wanting in the court of Jovian to convince

the timid monarch, that his remaining provinces

would ftill afford the moft ample gratifications of

power and luxury "". Without adopting in its

full force this malicious infinuation, we muft

acknowledge, that the conclufion of fo ignomi-

nious a treaty was facilitated by the private am-

bition of Jovian. The obfcure domeftic, exalted

to the throne by fortune, rather than by merit,

was impatient to efcape from the hands of the

Perfians; that he might prevent the defigns of

Procopius, who commanded the army of Mefo-

potamia, and eftablifh his doubtful reign over the

legions and provinces, which were ftill ignorant

of the hafty and tumultuous choice of the camp

beyond the Tigris "\ In the neighbourhood of

the fame river, at no very confiderable diflance

from the fatal ftation of Dura "*, the ten thou-

"2 Llbanius, Orat. Parent, c. 143. p. 364, 365.

»»5 Conditionibus . . . difpendlofis Romanae relpublicas impo-

fitis .... quibus cupldior regni quam gloria; Jovianus imperic

rudis adquievit. Sexlus Rufus de Provlnciis, c. 29. La Bleterif

has expreffed, in a long direct oration, tliefe fpecious confiderationj

of public and private intereft (Hift.de Jovien, toni. i. p. 59, Sec).

»'4 The generals were murdered on the banks of the Zabatus

(Anabafis, 1. ii. p. 156. 1. iii. p. 226.), or great Zab, a river of

AlTyria, 400 feet broad, which falls into the Tigris fourteen houn

below Moful. The error of the Greeks beftowed on the great and

leffer Zab the natnes of the IFdf (Lycus), and the Goat (Capros).

They created thele animals to attend tlie Tyger of the Eaft.

5 fand
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land Greeks, without generals, or guides, or pro- ^J^^\^'
XXIV.

vifions, were abandoned, above twelve hundred ' ,r-—

^

miles from their native country, to the refentment

of a vidlorious monarch. The difference 0^ their

conduit and fuccefs depended much more on their

charader than on their fituation. Inftead of

tamely refigning themfelves to the fecret delibe-

rations and private viev/s of a fingle perfon, the

united councils of the Greeks were infpired by the

generous enthufiafm of a popular afTembly : where

the mind of each citizen is filled with the love

of glory, the pride of freedom, and the contempt

of death. Confcious of their fuperiority over the

Barbarians in arms and difcipline, they difdained

to yield, they refufed to capitulate j every ob-

ftacle was furmounted by their patience, courage,

and m/ilitary fkill ; and the memorable retreat of

the ten thoufand expofed and infuked the weak-

nefs of the Pcrfian monarchy"*.

As the price of his difgraceful concefTions, the He comi-

emperor might perhaps have ftipulated, that the retreat\o

camp of the hungry Romans fhould be plentifully
^'''^''^*'

fupplicd "*
j and that they fhould be permitted to

pafs the Tigris on the bridge which was con-

ftruifled by the hands of the Perfians. But, if

"5 The Cyrspadia is vague and languid : the Aiabajs c'iTCum&2i.ntial

and animated. Such is the eternal difference between fiftion and

truth.

116 According to Rufinus, an immediate fupply of provifions was

ftipulated by the treaty ; and Theodoret affirms, that the obligation

was faithfully difcharged by the Perfians. Such a faft is probable,

but undoubtedly falfe. See Tillemont, Hilt, des Empereurs, tom. iv,

p. 702.

P 3 Jovian
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^xxiv^* Jovian preRimed to folicit thofe equitable terms,

^-—
'y—^ they were iternly refufed by the haughty tyrant of

the Eaft j whole clemency had pardoned the in-

vaders 6{ his country. The Saracens fometimes

intercepted the ftragglers of the march ; but the

generals and troops of Sapor refpe6led the cefla-

tion of arms ; and Jovian was fufFered to explore

the moft convenient place for the pafiage of the

river. The fiTiali vefTels, which had been faved

from the conflagration of the fleet, perform.ed the

piofl: efl^ential fervice. They firfl: conveyed the

emperor and his favourites j and afterwards tran--

fportedi in many fucceflive vpyagesj a great par't

of the army. Bur, as every man was anxious

for his perfonal fafety, and apprehenfive of being

left on the hoft:ile fhore, the foldiers, who were

too impatient to wait the flow returns of the

boats, boldly ventured themfelves on light hur-

dles, or inflated (kins; and, drawing after them

their horfes, attempted, with various fuccefs, to

fvvim acrofs the river. Many of thefe daring

adventurers were fwallowed by the waves 3 many

Others, v.'ho were carried along by the violence

of the fl:ream, fell an eafy prey to the avarice,,

or cruelty, of the wild Arabs : and the lofs which

the army Ibflained in the paiTage of the Tigris,

was not inferior to the carnage of a day of battle.

As foon as the Romans had landed on the wef-

tern bank, they were delivered from the hoftiJe

purfuit of the Barbarians; but, in a laborious

march of two hundred miles over the plains of

Mtfopotamia, they endured the lad extremities
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of thiril and hunercr. They were obliy^ed to CHAP,
^ / ^

^ XXIV.
traverfe a Tandy defertj which, in the extent of

feventy miles, did not afford a fingle blade of

fweet grafs, nor a fingle fpring of frefli water j

and the reft of the inhofpitable waile was iintrod

by the footfteps either of friends or enemies.

Whenever a fmall meafure of flour could be

difcovered in the camp, twenty pounds weight

were greedily purchafed with ten pieces of gold"':

the beafts of burden were flaughtered and de-

voured J and the defert was ftrewed with the arms

and baggage of the Roman foldiers, whofe tat-

tered garments and meagre countenances dif-

played their paft fufferings, Bnd aflual mifery,

A fmall convoy of provifions advanced to meet

the army as far as the caftle of Ur ; and the

fupply was the more grateful, fince it declared

the fidelity of Sebaftian and Procopius. Ac
Thilfaphata "*, the emperor moft gracioufly re*

ceived the generals of Mefopotamia; and the

remains of a once flourifhing army at length re-

"7 VVc may recolleifl fonie lines of Lucan (PhniTal, iv. 95.), who
dtfcribcs a fmiilar tlilh-efs of C.tfar's army in Spain :

Ssjva fames aderat —
Miles eget : toto cenfii non prodigus emit

Exiguam Cererem. Proh lueri pallida tabes }.

Non deeft prolato jejunus venditor auio.

S.ee Gnichardt (Nouveaux Memoires Miiitaires, torn. i. p. 379—
382.). His Analyfis of the two Campaignc in Spain and Africa,

is the nobleft monument that has ever been railed to the fame of Cas-

far.

"8 M. d'Anville (fee his Maps, and TEuphrate et le Tigre,

p. 92, 93.) traces their march, and aligns the true portion of Hatra,

Ur, and Thilfaphata, which Ammianus has mentioned. He does

not complain of the Samiel, the deadly hot wind, which Thevenot

(Yoj-ages, part ii. 1. i. p. i9z-) fo much dreaded.

P 4 pofeU
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^Jl^^^- pofed themfelves under the walls of Nifibis. The
<—^y>—i^) mefiengers of Jovian had already proclaimed,

in the language of flattery, his eleftion, his

treaty, and liis return j and the new prince had

taken the mod efTecftual meafures to fecure the

allegiance of the armies and provinces of Europe;

by placing the i!,ilitary command in the hands of

thofe officers, who, from motives of intereft, or

inclination, would firmly fupport the caufe of

their benefaftor '".

Univerfal The friends of Julian had confidently announ-

aWinft'the ^^'^ '^^'^ fucccfs of his expedition. They enter-
treaty of taincd a fond perfiiafion, that the temples of the

gods would be enriched with the fpoiis of the

EaO: ; that Pcrfia would be reduced to the hum-
ble ftate of a tributary province, governed by the

laws and magiftrates of Rome j that the Bar-

barians would adopt the drefs, and manners, and

language,' of their conquerors; and that the

youth of Ecbatana and Sufa would fludy the art

of rhetoric under Grecian mafters '""*. The pro*

grefs of the arms of Julian interrupted his com-
- munication with the empire; and, from the "mo-

inent that he pafTed the Tigris, his affe^lionate

fubjeifls were ignorant of the fate and fortunes of

their prince. Their contemplation of fancied

triumphs wasdifturbed by the melancholy rumour
of his death ; and they perfilfed to doubt, after

"9 The icti-cut cf Jovian is delcribed by Ammianus (xxv. 9.),
l.ibanlus (Oiat. Paier.t. c. 143. p. 365.), and Zofimus (1. iii,

j). 19-1-.).

'-i-- Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 14.5. p, 366. Such were the na.-

j-ual hopes and wilhes of a rhetorician,

they
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they could no longer deny, the truth of that chap.
fatal event "'. The nneffengers of Jovian pro--

'^^^^*

mulgated the fpecious tale of a prudent and
necemiry peace : the voice of fame, louder and
more fincere, revealed the difgrace of the emoe-
ror, and the conditions of the ignominious treaty.

The minds of the people were filled with aflo-

nifliment and grief, with indignation and terror,

when they were informed, that the unworthy
fuccelTor of Julian relinquilhed the five provinces
which had been acquired by the victory of Gale-
rius; and that he fhamefully furrendered to the
Barbarians the important city of Nifibis, the firm-
eft bulwark of the provinces of the Eaft '*'. The
deep and dangerous queilion, how far the pub-
lic faith fhould be obferved, when it becomes
incompatible with the public fafety, was freely

agitated in popular converfation j and fome hopes
were entertained, that the emperor would redeem
his pufillanimous behaviour by a fplendid act of
patriotic perfidy. The inflexible fpirit of the

Roman fenate had always difclaimed the unequal
conditions which were extorted from the diftrefs

of her captive armies i and, if it were neceffary

'^i The people of Carrh^e, a city cJevored to Paganifm, buried
the inaufpicious mefienger under a pile of ftones (Zofimus, 1. iii.

p. 196.). Libanius, when he received the fatal intelligence, call his
eye on his fword : but lie recolleaed that Plato had condemned
fuicide, and that he muft live to compofe the panegyric of Julian
(Libanius de Vita fua, torn. ii. p. 4.5, 4.6.).

'»i Ammianus and Eutropius maybe admitted as fair and credible
vyitnefTcs of the public language and opinions. The people of An-
;ioch reviled an ignon)inious peace, which expofed them to the Per-
fians, on a naked and defencelefs frontier (Excerpt. Valefiana,

'4.5. ex Johanna Antiocheno.).

to
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^^2^,^,^- to fatisfy the national honour, by deliverlno- the
XXIV. -1 1 •

t

u.-y — ' guilty general into the hands of the Barbarians,

the greateil part of the fubjeiSls of Jovian would

have cheerfully acquiefced in the precedent of

ancient times "^

Jovian eva- But the empcror, whatever might be the limits

fibisraS' °^ ^^^ conftitutional authority, was the rbfolute

reftoies the inaftcr of the laws and arms of the Hate j and
five pio-

vinces to the fame motives which had forced him to fub-

Tians/'" fcTibe, now prcfTed him to execute, the treaty of
4uguii. peace. He was impatient to fecure an empire at

the expence of a few provinces j and the refpecl-

abie names of religion and honour concealed the

perfonal fears and the ambition of Jovian. Not-

with(laji,ding the dutiful folicitations of the inha-

bitants, decency, as well as prudence, forbade the

emperor to lodge In the palace of Nifibis; but,

the next morning after his arrival, Binefes, the

ambaffador of Perfia, entered the place, difplayed

from the citadel the (landard of the Great King,

and proclaimed, in hisnam.e, the cruel alternative

of exile or fervitude. The principal citizens of

Nifibis, who, till that fatal moment, had con^

^ded in the protedion of their fovereign, threw'

themfelves at his feet. They conjured him not

to abandon, or, at leaft, not to deliver, a faith-

ful colony to the rage of a Barbarian tyrant, ex-

«iJ The Ahlt. de la Bleterie (Hlft. de Jovien, toiri. i. p. 212—
227.), though a feveic cafuift, has pronounced that Jovjan was not

bound to execute his promife ; fince he could rot difmember the em-

pire, nor alienate, without their confent, the allegiance of his peo-

ple. I have never found much delight or inftruflion in fuch polir

tical metaphyfics.

gfperatecl
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pfperated by the three fucceffive defeats, which
^^^]^J^^'

he had experienced under tiie walls of Nifibis,

They ft ill poiTeffed arms and courage to repel the

invaders of their country : they requefted only

<the permiQion of ufing them in their own de-

fence; and, as loon as they Iiad afferted their

independence, they flioidd implore the favour of

being again admitted into rhe rank of his fub-

jefts. Their arguments, their eloquence, their

tears were inefFeftual. Jovian alleged, with fome

confufion, the fandity of oaths i and, as the re-

luctance with which he accepted the prefent of a

crown of gold, convinced the citizens of their

hopelefs condition, the advocate Sylvanus was

provoked to exclaim, " O Emperor ! may you

^' thus be crowned by all the cities of your do-

*^ minions 1" Jovian, v.'ho, in a few weeks had

affiimed the habits of a prince '"^, was difpieafed

with freedom, and offended with truth : and as

he reafonably fuppofed, that the difcontent of

the people might incline them to fubmit to the

Perfian government, he publifned an edict, under

pain of death, that they lliould leave the city

y/ithin the term of three days. Ammianus has

delineated in lively colours the fcene of univerfal

defpair which he feems to have viewed with an

eye of compafiion "^ The martial youth defert-

eJ, with indignant grief, the walls which they

had fo glorioufly defended : the dilconfolate

'^4 At Nifibis he performed a royal zS.. A brave officer, his

name-fake, who had been thought worthy of the purple, was drag-

ged from fupper, thrown into a well, and Honed to death, without

any form of trial or evidence of guilt. Ainmian. xxv. S.

''» See xxv. 9. and Zofimus, 1, iii. p. 154, 195.

mQurner
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c-H A P. niourner dropt a laft tear over the tomb of a Ton

I., ,^, _, or hufband, which mull loon be profaned by the

rude hand of a Barbarian mafterj and the aged

citizen kiffed the threflTold, and clung to the

doors, of the houfe, where he had palTed the

cheerful and carelefs hours of infancy. The
highways were crowded with a trembling mul-

titude : the diftindtions of rank, and fex, and

age, were loft in the general calamity. Every

one ftrove to bear avvay fome fragment from the

wreck of his fortunes ; and as they could not

command the immediate fervice of an adequate

number of horfes or v»'aggons, they were obliged

to leave behind them the greateft part of their

valuable effecLS. The lavage infenfibility of Jo-

vian appears to have aggravated the hardlhips of

thefe unhappy fugitives. They were feated, how-

ever, in a new-built quarter of Amida; and that

rifing city, with the reinforcement of a very con-

fiderable colony, foon recovered its former fplen-

dour, and became the capital of Mefopotamia "*.

Similar orders were difpatched by the emperor

for the evacuation of Singara and the caftle of

the Moors ; and for the reftitution of the five

provinces beyond the Tigris. Sapor enjoyed the

glory and the fruits of his vidory i and this igno-

minious peace has juftly been confidered as a

memorable sra in the decline and fall of the

Roman empire. The predeceiTors of Jovian had

fometimes relinquifned the dominion of diftant

and unprofitable provinces : but, fmce the foun-

*^'> Chron. Pafchal, p. 300. The Egclefiaftical Notitiae may be

coniuited

.

datioa
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datlon of the city, the genius of Rome, the god C HAP.

Terminus, who guarded the boundaries of the >

^

\ j

reoublic, had never retired before the fword of

a vidtorious enemy ""^

After Jovian had performed thofe engage- Rcflcaior.s

menrs, which the voice cf his people might have death,

tempted him to violate, he haftened away from

the fcene of his difgrace, and proceeded with his

whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch '^*.

Without confulting the dilates of religious zeal,

he was prompted by humanity and gratitude, to

befiow the lad honours on the remains of his

deceafed fovereign ""'
: and Proccpius, who fin-

cerely bewailed the lofs of his kinfman, was

removed from the command of the army, under

the decent pretence of conducing the funeral.

The corpfe of Julian was tranfported from Nifibis

to Tarfus, in a flow march of fifteen days; and,

as it pafled through the cities of the Eafl:, was

faluted by the hoftile fa6tions, with mournful

lamentations and clamorous infults. The Pa2;ans

already placed their beloved hero in the rank of

thofe gods whofe worfhip he had reftored j while

the inve<5tives of the Chriftians purfued the foul

'-" Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 191, 193. Sextus Riifus de Provinclis,

c. 29. Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, 1. iv. c. 29. This general po-

fition muft be applied and interpreted with fome caution.

^^^ Ammianus, xxv. 9. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 196. He might be

cdax, et vino Venerique indulgens. But I agree with La Bleterie

(torn. i. p. 14.8— 154")> '" rcjctTting the foolifti report of a Baccha-

nalian riot (ap. Suidam) celebrated at Antioch, by the emperor, hjs

viife, and a troop of concubines.

>*9 The Abbe de b Bleterie (torn. i. p. 156. 209.) hanllforaely

expofes the brutal bigotry of Baronius, who would have thrown

Julian to the dogs, ne cefpititii quidem fepukura dignus.

of
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^xxiv.^'
°^ ^^^ apoilate to hell, and his body to the

grave '^°. One party lamented the approaching

ruin of their altars ; the other celebrated the

marvellous deliverance of the church. The
Chriflians applauded, in lofty and ambiguous
ftrains, the ftroke of divine vengeance, which
had been fo long fufpended over the guilty head

of Julian. They acknowledged, that the death

of the tyrant, at the initant he expired beyond
the Tigris, v/as revealed to the faints of Egypt,

Syria, and Cappadocia '''
i and, inftead of fuf-

fering him to fall by the Perfian darts, their

indifcretion afcribed the heroic deed to the ob-
fcure hand of Ibme mortal or immortal champion
of the faith '-\ Such imprudent declarations

were eagerly adopted by the malice, or credulity,

of their adverfaries "^j who darkly infinuated,

no Compare the fophift and the faint (Libanius, Monod. torn. ji.

p. 251. and Orat. Parent, c. 145. p. 367. c. 156. p. 377, with
Gregory Nazi an zen, Orat. iv. p. 125-132.). The Chriftian ora-

tor faintly mutters feme exhortations to modefty and forgivenefs s

but he is well fatisfied, that the real fufferings of Julian will far ex-

ceed the fabulous torments of Ixion or Tantalus.
iJ» Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 54.9.) has col-

lefted thefe vifions. Some faint or angel was obferved to be abfent

in the night on a fecret expedition, Sec.

^T. Sozomen (1. vi. 2.) applauds the Greek doarine oi tyrannicide

i

but the whole paflage, which a jefuit miglu have tranflated, is pru-
dently fupprefied by the prefideut Coufin.

»35 Immediately after the death of Julian, an uncertain rumour
was fcattered, telo cecidiffe Romano. It was carried, by fome de-

ferters, to the Perfian camp; and the Romans were reproached as the

aflaflins of the emperor by Sapor and his fubjefls (Ammian. xxv. 6.

Libanius de ulcifcenda Juliani nece, c. xiii. p, 162, 163.). It was
urged, as a decifive proof, that no Perfian had appeared to claim the -

promifed reward (Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 141. p. 363.). But the

flying horfeman, who darted the fatal javelin, might be ignorant of
its effca

; or he might be flain in the fame aaion. Ammianus nei-
ther feels nor infpires a fufpiclon,

or
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or confidently afierted, that the governors of the ^ "^^*

church had inftigated and direfted the fanaticifm «^ ^^,—

»

of a domeftic affaflin "*. Above fixteen years

after the death of Julian, the charge was folemnly

and vehemently urged, in a public oration, ad-

drelTed by Libanius to the emperor Theodofius.

His fufpicions are unfupported by facl or argu-

ment J and we can only efteem the generous zeal

of the fopluft of Antioch, for the cold and ne-

glecled afhes of his friend '".

It v/as an ancient cufloin in the funerals, as and fur.e-

well as in the triumphs, of the Romans, that the
Jf^j"

^"*

voice of praife fliould be corrected by that of

fatire and ridicule; and that, in the midft of the

fplendid pageants, which difplayed the glory of

the living or of the. dead, their imperfeftions

fhould not be concealed from the eyes of the

world '^*^. This cuftom was pra6lifed in the fu-

neral of Julian. The comedians, who refented

his contempt and averfion for the theatre, ex-

hibited, with the applaufe of a Chriftian audi-

ence, the lively and exaggerated reprefentation

'J4 Of Tif fvT'X'iv Tr>-<-f^'j 'rw s-dsuv at-Ti/v app^ovn. Tills dark and am-
biguous expjeiTion may point to Athanafius, the tiift, without a

rival, of the Chriiiian clergy (Libanius de ulcil'. Jul. nece, c. 5.

p. 14.9. La Bleterie, KilL de Joviei)-, torn. i. p. 179.).

•55 The Orator (Fabricius, liihliot. Gnec. toni. vii. p. 145—
179.) fcatters fufpicions, dcinunds an inquiry, and infinuatps,

tliat proofs might ftill be o!)tained. He defcribes the fuccefs of the

H\ins to the criminal neglcil of revenging Julian's death.

'56 At the funeral of Vcrpafian, the comedian wlio perfonatcd that

frugal emperor, anxioully enquired how much it cult—Fourlcorc

tV.oufand pounds (centies)—Give me the tenth part cf the fum, and

throw my body into the Tyher. Sueton. in Vcfpsliar,. c. 19. with

the notes of Cufaubon and Gronovius.

of
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^J^./^-^* of the faults and follies of the deceafed emperor«

His various charader and fingular manners

afforded an ample fcone for pleafantry and ridi-

cule '". Li the exercife of his uncommon ta-

lents, he often defcended below the m.ajefty of

his rank. Alexander was transformed into Dio-

genes j the philofopher Vv'as degraded into a priefl.

The purity of his virtue was fullied by exceffive

vanity ; his fuperftition difturbed the peace, and

endangered the fafety, of a mighty empire ; and

his irregular fallies were the lefs intitled to in-

dulgence, as they appeared to be the laborious

efforts of art, or even of affe6lation. The re-

mains of Julian were interred at Tarfus in Cilicia;

but his (lately tomb, Vv'hich arofe in that city, on

the banks of the cold and limpid Cydnus "*, was

difpleafing to the faithful friends, who loved and

revered the memory of that extraordinary man.

The philofopher exprelTed a very.reafonable wifli,

that the difciple of Plato might have repofed

amidft the groves of the academy '*'
: while the

foldier exclaimed in bolder accents, that the allies

of Julian fhould have been mingled with thofe of

Caviar, in the field of Mars, and among the an-

137 Gieg;or}' (Orat. iv. p. 1.19, 120.) compares this fuppofed ig-

nominy and ridicule to the funeral honours of Conftantius, whofe

body was chaunted over mount Taurus by a choir of angels.

138 Quintus Curtius, 1. iii. c. 4. The luxuriancy of his defcrip-

tions has been often cenfured. Yet it was almolt the duty of the

hiftorian to defcribe a river, whofe waters had nearly proved fatal to

Alexander.

»39 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 156. p. 377. Yet he acknow-

ledges with gratitude the liberality of the two royal brothers in de-

corating the tomb of Julian (de ulcif. Jul. nece, c. 7. p. 151. ).

tient
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tient monuments of Roman virtue '*^ The chap.
hiftory of princes does not very frequently re-

new the example of a fimilar competition.

uo Cujus fuprema et cineres, fi qui tunc jufte confuleret, non
Cydnus videre deberet, quamvis gratiffimus amnis et liquidus : fed

ad peipetuandam gloiiani re6te fa6loium prxterlambere Tiberls, in-

terfecans urbem sternam, divorumquevsterummonumenta prseltrin-

sens. Ammiun. xxv. lo.

Vol. IV. CL
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CHAP. XXV.

^he Government and Death of Jovian. —Elegiton of

Falentinian, who affociates his Brother Valens^

and makes the final Bivifwn of the Eaftern and

IFeflern Empires.—Revolt of Procopius.—Civil

and Ecdefiaflical Adminifiration.— Germany, —
Britain,—Africa.—The Eafl, —The 'Danube.—
Death ofValentinian.—His two Sons., Gratian and

Valentinian IL, fucceed to the Wefiern Empire

.

CHAP. rr^HE death of Julian had left the public
XXV I . y.

^ ^
'j X affairs of the empire in a very doubtful and

stateofthe
^janp-erous fituation. The Roman army was

church, o '

A.D.J63. faved by an inglorious, perhaps a neceflary,

treaty ' ; and the firft moments of peace were

confecrated by the pious Jovian to reftore the

domeftic tranquillity of the church and ftate.

The indifcretion of his predeceflbr, inftead of

reconciling, had artfully fomented the religious

war : and the balance which he affeded to pre-

fcrve between the hoftile factions, ferved only to

perpetuate the conteft, by the viciflitudes of

hope and fear, by the rival claims of ancient

pofleflion and aftual favour. The Chriftians had

forgotten the fpirit of the Gofpel i and the Pa-

gans had imbibed the fpirit of the church. In

private faoiilies, the fentiments of nature were

» The medals of Jovian adorn him with viflories, laurel crowns,

and proftrate captives. Ducange, Famil, Byzantin. p. 52. Flattery

is a foolifh luicide ; ftie defttoys berfelf with her own hands.

extin-
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extlnguifhed by the blind fury of zeal and re- ^^^v^'
vcnge : the majefty of the laws was violated or v

^
—

'

abufed j the cities of the Eaft were ftained with

blood J and the mod implacable enemies of the

Romans were in the bofom of their country.

Jovian was educated in the profeffion of Chrif-

tianity ; and as he marched from Nifibis to An-
tioch, the banner of the Crofs, the Labarum of

Conftantine, which was again difplayed at the

head of the legions, announced to the people the

faith of their new emperor. As foon as he af-

cended the throne, he tranfmitted a circular

epiftle to all the governors of provinces : in

which he confeffed the divine truth, and fecured

the legal eftablifhment, of the Chrillian religion.

The infidious edidls of Julian were aboliilied;

the ecclefiaftical immunities were reflored and

enlarged; and Jovian condefcended to lament,

that the diftrefs of the times obliged him to di-

minifli the meafure of charitable diftributions *.

The Chriftians were unanimous in the loud and

fincere applaufe which they beftowed on the

pious fucceffor of Julian. But they were ftill

ignorant, what creed, or what fynod, he would

chufe for the (landard of orthodoxy j and the

peace of the church immediately revived thofe

* Jovian reftored to the church tov «{;^^a»ov xsc-^md* ; a forcible and

comprehenfive exprefTion (Philoftorgius, 1. viii. c. 5. with Gcjie-

froy's DifTertations, p. 329. Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 3.). The new
law which condemned the rape or marriage of nuns (Cod. Theod.
1. ix. tit. XXV. leg. 2.), is exaggerated by Sozomen ; who fuppofcs,

that an amorous glance, the adultery of the heart, was punLOied with
death by the evangelic legiflator.

0^2 eager
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^^^^^* eager difputes which had been fufpended during

the feafon of perfecution. The epifcopal leaders

of the contending fe6ls, convinced, from expe-

rience, how much their fate would depend on

the earlieft impreffions that were made on the

mind of an untutored foldier, haftened to the

court of EdelTa, or Antioch. The highways of

the Eaft were crowded with Homooufian, and

Arian, and Sem.i-Arian, and Eunomian bifliops,

who ftruggled to outftrip each other in the holy-

race : the apartments of the palace refounded

with their clamours j and the ears of the prince

were affaulted, and perhaps ailonifhed, by the

fingular mixture of metaphyfical argument and

paflionate invedlive ^ The moderation of Jovian,

who recommended concord and charity, and

referred the difputants to the fentence of a future

council, was interpreted as a fymptom of indif-

ference : but his attachment to the Nicene creed

was at length difcovered and declared, by the

reverence which he cxprefled for the * calejlial

virtues of the great Athanafius. The intrepid

veteran of the faith, at the age of feventy, had

iflued from his retreat on the firft intelligence of

the tyrant's death. The acclamations of the

people fcated him once more on the archicpif-

3 Compare Socrates, I. iii. c. 25. and Philofiorgius, 1. viii. c. 6.

with Godefroy's DJfleitaUons, p. 330.

4 The word frf'/f/?/W faintly ex prefles the inlplciis ar.d extravagant

flattery of the emperor to the archbifhop, t>!c irfoz Tiv 0:«v T»;»r oXwv ti*n-

Ko-ioK, (See the original epilUc in Athanafms, torn. ii. p. 33.).

Gregory Nazlanzen (Orat. xxi. p. 392.) celebrates the friendship

of. Jovian and Athanafi\is. Tlie piimate's journey was adviied by '

the Egyptian monks (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. viii. p. 221.).

copal
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copal throne J and he wifely accepted, or anti- ^ ^J^^*

cipated, the invitation of Jovian. The venerable

figure of Athanafius, his calm courage, and in-

finuating eloquence, fuftained the reputation

which he had already acquired in the courts of

four fuccefTive princes ^ As foon as he had

gained the confidence, and fecured the faith, of

the Chriftian emperor, he returned in triumph

to his diocefe, and continued, with mature coun-

fels, and undiminiflied vigour, to dire6l, ten

years longer ', the ecclefiallical government of

Alexandria, Egypt, and the Catholic church.

Before his departure from Antioch, he affured

Jovian that his orthodox devotion would be re-

warded with a long and peaceful reign. Atha-

nafius had reafon to hope, that he iLould be

allowed either the merit of a fuccefsful prediftion,

or the excufe of a grateful, though ineffcdlua),

prayer ''.

5 Atlianrifiu?, at the court of Antioch, is agieeaWy reprefcntcd

by La Blcteiie (Hill, de Jovien, torn. i. p. 121— 14.8.): he tranf-

latcs the fingular and original conferences of the emperor, the pri-

mate of Egypt, and the Arian deputies. The Abbe is not fatisfied

with the coarfe pleafantry of Jovian ; but his partiality for Atha-

nafius affumes, in hii eyes, the character of juftice.

^ The true xra of his death is perplexed with fonie dlincultieg

(Tilleinont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 719—713.). But the date

(A. D. 373, May 2.), which feems the moft confident with hiftory

and reafon, is ratified by his authentic life (Maifei Ofl'ervazioni Lel-j

teraire, tom. iii. p. 81.).

7 See the obfervations of Valefuis and Joi tin (Rcriiarks on Eccle-

fiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. p, 38.) on the originalletter of Athanafius

;

which is prefmved by Theodoret (1. iv. c. 3.). In fonic PvISS. this

indifcreet promife is omitted
;
perhaps by the Cailiolics, jealous of

the prophetic fame of their leader.

0.3 The
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CHAP. The (lighteft force, when it is applied to aflifi

t l.,~w and guide the natural defcent of its objeft, ope-
joviari

rates with irrefiftible weip;ht; and Jovian had the
proclaims d ' •>

univerfai good fortune to embrace the religious opinions

which were fupported by the fpirit of the times,

and the zeal and numbers of the moft powerful

fesft '. Under his reign, Chriftianity obtained

an eafy and lading vidory j and as foon as the

fmile of royal patronage was withdrawn, the ge-

nius of paganifm, which had been fondly raifed

and cherifhed by the arts of Julian, funk irre-

coverably in the duft. In many cities, the temples

were Ihut or defcrted j the philofophers, who had

abufed their tranfient favour, thought it prudent

to (have their beards, and difguife their profef-

fion i and the Chriftians rejoiced, that they were

now in a condition to forgive, or to revenge, the

injuries which they had fuffered under the pre-

ceding reign '. The confternation of the Pagari

world was difpelled by a wife and gracious edidt

of toleration j in which Jovian explicitly declar-

ed, that although he Ihould feverely punifh the

facrilegious rites of magic, his fubjedts might

exercife, with freedom and fafety, the ceremonies

of the ancient worfhip. The memory of this

law has been preferved by the orator Themiftius,

who was deputed by the fenate of Conllantinople

8 Athanafius (apud Theodoret, 1. iv. c. 3.) magnifies the num-

ber of the orthodox, who compofed the whole world, rra^gf oXtycDv ra'v

Ta Ajfja fp^.vdVTOiv. This aflertion was verified in the fpace of thirty or

"forty years.

9 Socrates, 1. iii. 0,24. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 131.)

and Libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. 148. p. 369.), exprefs the /ms^

fcntinients qf their refpeftive faftions.

tp
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to exprefs their loyal devotion for the new empe- ^^^P-

ror. ThemifUus expatiates on the clemency of u ~^ ~.mj

the Divine Nature, the facility of human error,

the rights of confcience, and the independence of

the mind j and, with feme eloquence, inculcates

the principles of philofophical toleration ; whofe

aid Superilition herfelf, in the hour of her diftrefs,

is not afhamed to implore. He juftly obferves,

that, in the recent changes, both religions had

been alternately difgraced by the feeming acqui-

fition of worthlefs profelytes, of thofe votaries

of the reigning purple, who could pafs, without

a reafon, and without a blufli, from the church

to the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to

the facred table of the Chriflians "*.

In the fpace of feven months, the Roman His pro-

troops, who were now returned to Antioch, had AntLch""

performed a march of fifteen hundred miles j in A.D.363.

which they had endured all the hardfhips of war,

of famine, and of climate. Notwithftanding

their fervices, their fatigues, and the approach

of winter, the timid and impatient Jovian al-

lowed only, to the men and horfes, a refpite of

fix weeks. The emperor could not fuftain the

indifcreet and m.alicious raillery of the people of

^'^ Themiftlus, Oral. v. p. 63—71. edit. Ha;diun, Paris, i684>

The Abbe de la Bleterie jiulicioufly remarks (Hill, de Jovien, torn. i.

p. 199.), that Sozoiiien has forgot the general toleration; and The-
miftius, the eftablifhment of the Catholic religion. Each of them
turned away from the objeft which he difliked j and wilhed to fup-

prefs the part of the edift, the leaft honourable, in his opinion, to

the emperor Jovian,

0^4 Antioch.
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^
xxv.^'

-^'^^io^^h "• He was impatient to poflefs the

palace of Conftantinople ; and to prevent the

ambition of fome competitor, who might oc-
cupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. But he
foon received the grateful intelligence, that his

authority was acknowledged from the Thracian
Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the firft

letters which he difpatched from the camp of
Mefopotami?, he had delegated the military

command of Gaul and Illyricum to Malarich, a

brave and faithful officer of the nation of the

Franks j and to his father-in-law, count Lucii-

lian, who had formerly diftinguiflied his courage
and condufl in the defence of Nifibis. Mala-
rich had declined an office to which he thought

hnnfelf unequal i and Lucillian was maiTacred

at Rheims, in an accidental mutiny of the Bata-

vian cohorts ". But the moderation of Jovinus,

mailer-general of the cavalry, who forgave the

intention of his difgrace, foon appeafed the tu-

mult, and confirmed the uncertain minds of the

foldiers. The oath of fidelity was adminiftered,

and taken, with loyal acclamations ; and the de-

puties of the Wellern armies '' faluted their nev/

fovereign as he defcended from Mount Taurus

" Ot h Atru^iii; ifX,^hi>7 ^'Bii'.tvTD TTfij auTOv: aXX' tirt^-rx.uiirov avrov

bi^at; ntfKct^x^iato, xai Toif KiAa^Evoi? <J)a/i*a<rff-;*? (famojii liheUis). Johan.

Antiochen. in Excerpt. Valcfian. p. 845. The libels of Antioch

may be admitted on very flight evidence.

I* Compare Ammianus (xxv. 10.), who omits the name of the

Batavians, with Zofimus (1. iii. p. 197. )> who removes the fcenc of

aftion from Rheims to Sirmium

.

'3 Qii^Qs capita fcholarum ordo caftrenfis appellat. Ammian,
%x\f. 10. and Valef, ad locum,

10
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to the city of Tyana, in Cappadocia. From chap,
Tyana he continued his hafty march to Ancyra, ^^^'

capital of the province of Galatiaj where Jovian
aflumed, with his infant fon, the name and en-

figns of the confulfnip '\ Dadaftana '% an ob- a d ^6

fcure town, almoft at an equal diftance between January i!

Ancyra and Nice, was marked for the fatal

term of his joni-ney and his life. After indulo-ino-

himfelf with a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate

flipper, he retired to reft ; and the next morn-
ing the emperor Jovian Vv-as found dead in his

bed. The caufe of this fudden death was vari- p^.^^!, ^f

oudy underftood. By fome it v/as afcribed to the J"^''^"-

r r • 1- ^ • ^ Feb. 17.
conlequences of an indigeition, occafioned either

by the quantity of the wine, or the quality of
the mufhrooms, which he had fwallowed in the

evening. According to others^ he was fufFocated

in his fleep by the vapour of charcoal ; which
extracted from the walls of the apartment the

iinwholefome moifture of the frefli plaifter '^

But the want of a regular enquiry into the death

H Cujus vagitus, pertinaciter rdtsaantis, ne In ciirdi fella vehe-
retur ex more, id quod mox accidit protendehat. AiiouHus, and his
fucceflbrs, refpeafiiily folicited a difpenfatlon of age for the fbns
or nephews, whom they raifed to the confuKhlp. But the curule
chair of tlie fiift Brutus had never been difhonourcd by an infant.

'5 The Itinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadaltana 125 Roman miles
from Nice; 117 from Ancyra (WeflTeling, Itinerar. p. 142.). The
pilgrim of Bourdeaux, by omitiing fome ftages, reduces the whole
Ipace from 242 to 181 miles. Weflcling, p. 574.

'6 See Ammianus (xxv. 10.}, Eutropius (x. 18.), who ml"-ht
likewife be prefcnt

; Jerom (tom. i. p. 26. ad Heliodorum), Orofius
(vii. 31.), Sozomen (1. vi. c. 6.), Zofimus (1. iii. p. 197, i^g.)

and Zonaras (tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. 28, 29.). We cannot expect a
perfefl a^reeinent, and we fliall not difcufs minute differences.
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^
xxv^*

°^ ^ prince, whofe reign and perfon were Toon

forgotten, appears to have been the only circum*

llance which countenanced the malicious whifpers

of poifon and domeftic guilt '^ The body of

Jovian was fent to Conftantinople, to be interred

with his predecelTors j and the fad procefllon was

met on the road by his wife Charito, the daugh-

ter of count Lucillian ; who flill wept the recent

death of her father, and was haftening to dry her

tears in the embraces of an Lnperial hufband.

Her difappointment and grief were embittered

by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs. Six weeks

before the death of Jovian, his infant fon had

been placed in the curule chair, adorned with

the title of NobiliJfimuSy and the vain enfigns of

the confulfhip. Unconfcious of his fortune, the

royal youth, who, from his grandfather, aflumed

the name of Varronian, was reminded only by the

jealoufy of the government, that he was the fon

of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was

flill alive, but he had already been deprived of

an eye ; and his afflifted mother expeded, every

hour, that the innocent vidlim would be torn

from her arms, to appeafe, with his blood, the

fufpicions of the reigning prince ".

»7 Ammianus, unmindful of his ufual candour and good fenfe»

compares the death of the harmlefs Jovian to that of the fecond

Africanus, who had excited the fears and refentment of the popular

faction

.

i8 Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 336. 34.4.. edit. Montfaucon. The, I

Chriftian orator attempts to comfort a widow by the examples of

illuftrious misfortunes; and obferves, that of nine emperors (includV

ing the Caefar Gallus), who had reigned in his time, only two (Con-

ftantine and Conftantius) died a natural death. Such vague con-

Iblations have never wiped away a fmgle tear.

After
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After the death of Jovian, the throne of the C H^A P.

Roman world remained ten days '' without a . ^^
mafter. The minifters and generals ftill con- ^f^^e!
tinued to meet in council ; to exercife their re- Feb. jj—

fpeftive functions i to maintain the public order;

and peaceably to condud the army to the city of

Nice, in Bithynia, which was chofcn for the

;

place of the eleftion *°. In a folemn aHembly

I

of the civil and military powers of the empire,

I the diadem was again unanimoufly offered to the

prffifea: Salluft. He enjoyed the glory of a fe-

cond refufal ; and when the virtues of the father

were alleged in favour of his fon, the pr^fed:,

with the firmnefs of a difinterefted patriot, de-

clared to the eledors, that the feeble age of the

,
one, and the unexperienced youth of the other,

were equally incapable of the laborious duties of

government. Several candidates were propofed :

and, after weighing the objections of character

or fituation, they were luccefTively rejedled : but,

as foon as the name of Valentinian was pronoun-

ced, the merit of that officer united the fuffrages

'9 Ten days appear fcarcely fufficient for the march and eleflion.

But it may be obrerved : i.That the generals might command the

expeditious ufe of the public polls for themfelves, their attendants,

and meffengers. 2. That the troops, for the eafe of the cities,

marched in many divifions; and that the head of the column might

arrive at Nice, when the rear halted at Ancyra.

»° Ammianus, xxvi. 1. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 198. Philoftorglus,

\. viii. c. 8. and Godcfroy, DifTcrtat. p. 334.. Philoftorgius, who

appears to have obtained fome curious and authentic intelligence,

afcribes the choice of Valentinian to the prsefeil: Sallult, the mafter-:

general Arinthcus, Dagalaiphus, count of the domellics, and the

Patrician Patianus, whofe prefllng recommendations from Ancyra

^ad a v/eighty influence in the election,

of
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^
xA^' ^^ ^"^ whole afiembly, and obtained the fincerc

% ,,

—

, approbation of Salluft himfelf. Valentinian "

an?cha- ^^^ ^^^ ^°" of count Gratian, a native of Cibalis,

raaerof in Pannonia, who, from an obfcure condition,

had raifed himfelf, by matchlefs flrength and
dexterity, to the military commands of Africa

and Britain j from which he retired, with an am-
ple fortune and fufpicious integrity. The rank

and fervices of Gratian contributed, however, to

fmooth the firft fteps of the promotion of his

fon J and afforded him an early opportunity of

difplaying thofe folid and ufeful qualifications,

which raifed his charafter above the ordinary

level of his fellow-foldiers. The perfon of Va-

lentinian was tall, graceful, and majeftic. His

manly countenance, deeply marked with the im-

preflion of fenfe and fpirir, infpired his friends

with awe, and his enemies v/ith fear : and, to

fecond the efforts of his undaunted courage, the

fon of Gratian had inherited the advantages of

a ftrong and healthy conftitution. By the habits

of chaftity and temperance, which reftrain the

appetites, and invigorate the faculties, Valen-

tinian preferved his own, and the public, efteem.

The avocations of a military life had diverted

his youth from the elegant purfuits of literature

;

he was ignorant of the Greek language, and the

arts of rhetoric ; but as the mind of the orator

was never difconcerted by timid perplexity, he

was able, as often as the occafion prompted him,

*' Ammlanus (xxx, 7. 9.), and the younger Vi(5tor, have fur-

jiifhed the portraits of Valentinian j which natiually precedes apd

jUuftrates the hiftory of his reign.
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:o deliver his decided fentiments with bold and ^^^^_^-

-eady elocution. The laws of martial dilcipline

were the only laws that he had fludied ; and he

was Toon diftinguiihed by the laborious diligence,

and inflexible feverity, with which he difcharged

and inforced the duties of the camp. In the

time of Julian he provoked the danger of dif-

arace, by the contempt which he publicly ex-

prelfed for the reigning religion"; and it Ihould

feem, from his fubfequent condud, that the in-

difcreet and unfeafonable freedom of Valentinian

was the etfeA of military fpirit, rather than of

Chriftian zeal. He was pardoned, however, and

ftill employed by a prince who efleemed his

merit "^
: and in the various events of the Perfian

war, he improved the reputation which he had

already acquired on the banks of the Rhine.

The celerity and Ibccefs with which he executed

an important commilfion, recommended him to

the favour of Jovian ; and to the honourable

command of the fecond fckooly or company, of

Taro-etreers, of the domeftic guards. In the

march from Antioch, he had reached his quarters

at Ancyra, when he was unexpectedly fummoned,

without guilt, and without intrigue, to alTume,

-^ At Antioch, where he was obliged to attend the emperor to the

temple, he ftruck a prieft, who had prelumed to purify him with

lultral water (Sozonitn, 1. vi. c. 6. Theodoret, 1. iii. c. 15.).

Such public defiance might become Valentinian
J
but it could leave

no room for the unworthy delation of the philofopher Maximus,

which fuppofes fome more private offence (Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 200,

101.).

*J Socrates, 1. iv. A previous exile to Melitene, or Thebais (the

fnft might be pofTible), is intcrpofed by Sozomen (1. vi. c. 6.) and

Philoftorgius, 1. vii, c. 7, with Godefroy's Dilfcrtations, p. 193.).

in
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^?w^' ^" ^^^^ forty-third year of his age, the abfolme

i.1—„

—

i government of the Roman empire.

Heisac- The invitation of the miniflers and generals
knowledg- . r ^• ^ i /- •

ed by tht at JNice was of little moment, unlefs it were con-

aTd!364. firmed by the voice of the army. The aged
Feb»26. Sallufl, who had long obferved the irregular

fluduations of popular alTemblies, propofed, un-

der pain of death, that none of thofe perfons,

whofe rank in the fervice might excite a party in

their favour, fliould appear in public, on the day

of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva-

lence of ancient fuperftition, that a whole day

was voluntarily added to this dangerous inter-

val, becaufe it happened to be the intercalation

of the Biflextile ''*. At length, when the hour

was fuppofed to be propitious, Valentinian fhew-

ed himfelf from a lofty tribunal : the judicious

choice was applauded ; and the new prince was

folemnly invefted with the diadem and the pur-

ple, amidft the acclamations of the troops, who
were difpofed in martial order round the tribunal*

But when he (Iretched forth his hand to addrefs

the armed multitude, a bufy whifper was acci-

dentally ftarted in the ranks, and infenfibly fwell*

ed into a loud and imperious clamour, that he

fhould name, without delay, a colleague in the

24 Ammianus, in a long, becaufe unfeaAjnable, digieffion (xxvi»

t. and. Valcfius ad locum), raftily fuppofes that he underftands an

aftronomical queftion, of which his readers are ignorant. It is

treated with more judgment and propriety by Cenforinus {de Die

Natali, c. 20.), and Macrobius (Saturnal. 1. i. cap. 12— 16.).

The apellation of Bijfexiile, which marks the inaufpicious year (Au-

guftin. ad Januarium, Epift. 119. )» Js derived from the refetitmoi

the fixtb day of the calends of March.

8 empire.
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empire. The intrepid calmnefs of Valentinian chap.
obtained filence, and commanded refpeft: and

he thus addrelfed the afTembly ; " A few mi-
** nutes fince it was in your power, fellow- fol-

*' diers, to have left me in the obfcurity of a

" private flation. Judging, from the teftimony

<« of my paft life, that I deferved to reign, you
** have placed me on the throne. It is now my

" duty to confult the fafety and interefl: of the

" republic. The weight of the univerfe is un-

** doubtedly too great for the hands of a feeble

*' mortal. I am confcious of the limits of my
^^ abilities, and the uncertainty of my life : and
*' far from declining, I am anxious to folicit,

" the afTiflance of a v/orthy colleague. But,

" where difcord may be fatal, the choice of a

" faithful friend requires mature and ferious

*' deliberation. That deliberation fhall be my
" care. Let your conduifl be dutiful and con-

" fiftent. Retire to your quarters j refrefh your
*' minds and bodies ; and exps6l the accuftom-
" ed donative on the accefTion of a new empe-
" ror *'." The aftonilhed troops, with a mix-

ture of pride, of fatisfadion, and of terror, con-

ftlTed the voice of their mafter. Their angry-

clamours fubfided into filent reverence 3 and Va-
lentinian, encompaiTed v/ith the eagles of the

legions, and the various banners of the cavalry

and infantry, was condufled, in warlike pomp,
to the palace of Nice. As he was fenfible, how-
ever, of the importance of preventing fome rafh

»5 Valentinbn's firft fpeech is full in Ammianus (xxvi. a.) ;

wncife and fententious in Philoftorgius (1, viii. c, 8.}.

dechra-
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^J^/- declaration of the foldiers, he confulted the af-

fembly of the chiefs : and, their real fentiments

were concifely exprelTed by the generous freedom

of Dagalaiphus. *' Mod excellent prince," faid

that officer, '* if you confider only your family,

*' you have a brother ; if you love the republic,

** look round for the mod: deferving of the Ro-
" mans "." The emperor, who fupprefled his

difpleafure, without altering his intention, (lowly

proceeded from Nice to Nicomedia and Con-
and afTo- flantinoplc. In one of the fuburbs of that capi-

biithei' taP^ thirty days after his own elevation, he be-
Vaiens, ftowcd the title of Auo-uftus on his brother Va-
March 28. lens j and as the boldell patriots were convinced,

that their oppofition, without being ferviceable

to their country, would be fatal to themfelves,

the declaration of his abfolute will was received

with filent fubmiffion. Vaiens was now in the

thirty- fixth year of his age; but his abilities had

never been exercifed in any employment, mili-

tary or civil ; and his charader had not infpired

the world with any fanguine expectations. He
poffeffed, however, one quality, which recom-
mended him to Valentinian, and preferved the

domeftic peace of the empire; a devout and
grateful attachment to his benefactor, whofe fu-

periority of genius, as well as of authority^

»& Si tuos, amas, Imperator optlme, habes fratrem
; fi Rempub-

licam, qusere quem veftias. Ammian. xxvi. 4. In the divifion of
the empire, Valentinian retained that fincere counfellor for himfelf

(C.6.).

17 In fuburbano, Ammian. xxvi. 4, The famous Hebdom$n, or
field of Mars, was diltant from Conftantinople either feven ftadia,

or feven miles. See Valefms and his brother; ad loc. and Ducange,
Cenft. 1, ii. p. 143, 141. 172, 173.

Vaiens



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 24X

Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledo-ed in t,'HAP*

every adion of his life ^ . \
'

j

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he The final

reformed the adminiftration of the empire. All fi^'^Xl
ranks of fubjeds, who had been injured or op- ^"^^ '^^^-

^
' J i tern em-

prefled under the reign of Julian, were invited phes,

to fupport their public accufations. The filence j^/n?;^^''"

of mankind attefted the fpotlefs integrity of the

praefecl Salluft '' j and his own preffing folicita-

tions, that he might be permitted to retire from

the biifinefs of the flate, were rejeclcd by Valen-

tinian with the mofl honourable expreffions of

friendfhip and efteem. But among the favour-

ites of the late emperor, there were many Vv'ho

had abufed his credulity or fuperflition ; and
who could no longer hope to be prote(5le4 either

by favour or jullice ^^ The greater part of the

minifters of the palace, and the governors of the

provinces, were removed from their refpeftive

ftations j yet the eminent m.erit of feme officers

was diftinguillied from the obnoxious crowd;
and, notwithllanding the oppofite clamours of

zeal and refentment, the whole proceedings of
this delicate enquiry appear to have been con-

- »3 Paiticipem quidem legitimiim potcftatis ; fed in modvim appa-
ritoris nioiigerum, ut progrcdiens aperiet textus. Ammian. xxvi^

4-

»9 Notsvithftanding the evidence of Zonaras, Suidas, and the Paf-

chal Chronicle, M. de Tillemont (Hift. des Empercurs, torn. v.

p. 671.) ivipes to diibelieve thcle ftories fi avantageufes a. unpaycn.
JO Eunapius celebrates and exaggerates the fufFerings of Maxi-

mus (p. 82, 83.): yet he allows, that this fophift or magician, the

guilty favourite of Julian, and the perfonal enemy of Valentinian,

^as difmiffed on the payment of a fmall fine.

' Vol. IV. R duded
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^xxv
^' ^^^^^ wi^^ ^ reafonable Ihare of wifdom and

moderation ^'. The feftivity of a new reign

received a Ihort and fufpicious interruption, from

the fudden illnefs of the two princes : but as foon

as their health was reftored, they left Conftan-

tinople in the beginning of the fpring. In the

caftle or palace of Mediana, only three miles

from NailTus, they executed the folemn and final

divifion of the Roman empire ^^. Valentinian

beftowed on his brother the rich prasfefture of

the Ea/}j from the Lower Danube to the con-

fines of Perfia -, whilft he referved for his imme-
diate government the warlike prsefcdtures of

lUyricumj Italy ^ and Gauly from the extremity of

Greece to the Caledonian rampart ; and from the

rampart of Caledonia, to the foot of Mount
Atlas. The provincial adminiftration remained

on its former bafis; but a double fupply of gene-

rals and magiftrates was required for two coun-

cils, and two courts : the divifion was made with

a juft regard to their peculiar merit and fituation,

and feven mafter-generals were foon created,

either of the cavalry or infantry. When this

important bu'finefs had been amicably tranfafled,

Valentinian and Valens embraced for the lafl:

time. The emperor of the Weft eftablifhed his

temporary refidence at Milan 5 and the emperor

of the Eall returned to Conftantinople, to aflume

l^ The loole affertions of a general difgrace (Zofimus, I. vv,

;p. 201.) are detected and refuted by TUlemont (torn, v, p.zi.)-

J^ Ammianus, xxvi. 5.

the
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the dominion of fifty provinces, of whofe laft- ^^^^^'

guagc he was totally ignorant ". c^-y-*—

'

The tranquillity of the Eaft was foon difturbed Revolt of
•* Procoj lus,

by rebellion J and the throne of Valens v/as A.D.365,

threatened by the daring attempts of a rival,
^^^" * "

whofe affinity to the emperor Julian ^* v/as his

fole merit, and had been his only crime. Pro-

copius had been haftily promoted from the ob-

fcure ftation of a tribune, and a notary, to the

joint command of the army of Mefopotamia ; the

public opinion already named him as the fucceffor

of a prince who was deftitute of natural heirs;

and a vain rumour was propagated by his friends^

or his enemies, that Julian, before the altar of

the Moon^ at Carrhse, had privately invefted.

Procopius with the Imperial purple ". He en-

deavoured, by his dutiful and fubmiflive behavi-

our, to difarm the jealoufy of Jovian ; refigned,

without a contefti his military command ; and

retired, with his wife and family, to cultivate the

ample patrimony which he poflelTcd in the pro-

3? Ammianus fays, in general terms, fubagreftis: ingenii, nee

bellicis nee liberalibus ftudiis eruditus. Animian. xxxi. 14. The
orator Themiftius, with the genuine impertinence of a Greek,

wifhed, for the firft time, to fpeali the Latin language, the diaieft

of his fovereign, Tr,v fiaXexTov ;<5aTt(rav. Orat. vi. p. 71.

34 The uncertain degree of alliance, or confanguinity, is expreffed

hj the words avi^'^Ci cognattis, confobrinus (Sec Valefius ad Am-
mian. xxiii. 3.). The mother of Procopius might be a fifter of

Bafilina, ind Count Julian, the mother and uncle of the apoftate.

Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 49.

3; Ammian. xxiii. 3. xxvi. 6. He mentions the report with

much hefitation : fufurravit obfcuricr fama ; nemo enim di<5ti auftor

exftitit verus. It ferves, hov/evcr, to mark, that Procopir.s was a

pagan. Yet his religion does not appear to have promoted, or cb-

ftruited, his pretenfions.

R a vincc
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c H A P. vlnce of Cappadocia. Thefe ufeful and innocent

occupations were interrupted by the appearance

of an officer, with a band offoldiers, who, in the

name of his new fovereigns, Valentinian and Va-

Icns, was difpatched to condu6l the unfortunate

Procopius, either to a perpetual prifon, or an

ignominious death. His prefence of mind pro-

cured him a longer refpite, and a more fplendid

fate. Without prefuming to difpute the royal

mandate, he requefted the indulgence of a few

moments, to embrace his weeping family j and,

while the vigilance of his guards was relaxed by

a plentiful entertainment, he dexteroufly efcaped.

to the fea-coaft of the Euxine, from whence he

palled over to the country of Bofphorus. In that

fequeflered region he remained many months,

expofed to the hardfnips of exile, of folitude,

and of want J his melancholy temper brooding

over his misfortunes, and his mind agitated by

the juft apprehenfion, that, if any accident fhould

difcover his name, the faithlefs Barbarians would

violate, without much fcruple, the laws of ho-

fpitality. In a mioment of impatience and defpair,

Procopius embarked in a merchant veffel, which

made fail for Conftantinople ; and boldly afpired

to -the rank of a fovereign, becaufe he was not

allowed to enjoy the fccurity of a fubjecl. At

firft he lurked in the villages of Bithynia, con-

tinually changing his habitation, and his dif-

guife ^^ By degrees he ventured into the capi-

jG One of his retreats was a country-hoiife of Eunom'uis, the he-

retic. The mafter was abllnt, innocent, ignorant : yet he narrowly

efcaped a fentence of death, and was banifhed into the remote pans

of Mauritania (Philoitorg. !. ix. c. 5. S. and Godcfroy's DiiLrt,

p.'369— 378.)-
tak
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tai, trufted his life and fortune to the fidelity of ^^^^•
two friends, a fenator and an eunuch, and con- *—v—->

ceived feme hopes of fuccefs, from the intel-

ligence which he obtained of the actual (late of

public affairs. The body of the people was in-

fecled with a fpirit of difcontent : they regretted

the juftice and the abilities of Salluft, v/ho had

been imprudently difmilTed from the prsfefturc

of the Eaft. They defpifed the character of

Valens, which was rude without vigour, and

feeble without mildnefs. They dreaded the in-

fluence of his father-in-law, the Patrician Pe-

tronius, a cruel and rapacious minider, who ri-

goroufly exafled all the arrears of tribute, that

might remain unpaid fmce the reign of the em-
peror Aurelian. The circumflances were pro-

pitious to the defigns of an ufurper. The hoftile

meafures of the Perfians required the prefence of

Valens in Syria : from the Danube to the Eu-

phrates the troops were in motion j and the

capital was occafionaily filled with the foldiers

who pafTcd, or repafled, the Thracian Bofphorus.

Two cohorts of Gauls were perfuaded to liften

to the ferret propofals of the confpirators ; which

were recommended by the promife of a liberal

donative j and, as they ftill revered the memory
of Julian, they eafily confented to fupport the

hereditary claim of his profcribed kinfman. At

the dawn of day they were drawn up near the

baths of Anaftafia j and Procopius, clothed in a

purple garment, more fuitable to a player than

to a monarch, appeared, as if he rofe from the

R 3 dead^
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p HAP. dead, in the midft of Conftantinople. The fol-

diers, who were prepared for his receptiofi^

faluccd their trembling prince with fliouts of joy,

and vows of fidelity. Their numbers were foon

increafed by a fturdy band of peafants, colledled

from the adjacent country ; and Procopius,

fhielded by the arms of his adherents, was fucr

ceflively condufled to the tribunal, the fenate,

and the palace. During the firft moments of his

tumultuous reign, he was aftoniihed and terrified

ty the gloomy filence of the people ; who were

cither ignorant of the caufe, or apprehenfive of

the event. But his military ftrength was fuperior

to any actual refiftance : the malecontents flocked

to the ftandard of rebellions the poor were ex-

cited by the hopes, and the rich were intimidated

by the fear, of a general pillage j and the obr

ilinate credulity of the multitude was once more

deceived by the promifed advantages of a revo-

lution. The magiftrates were feizedj the prifons

and arfenals broke open ; the gates, and the

entrance of the harbour, were diligently occupied

;

and, in a few hours, Procopius became the ab-

folute, though precarious, mailer of the Imperial

city. The ufurper improved this unexpedled

fuccefs with fome degree of courage and dexterity.

He artfully propagated the rumours and opinions

the moft favourable to his intereft ; while he

deluded the populace by giving audience to the

frequent, but imaginary, ambaffadors of diftant

nations. The large bodies of troops ftationed in

%h^ cities of Thrace, and the fortrefles of the

J^ower Danube, were gradually involved in the
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guilt of rebellion : and the Gothic princes con- ^^^.^*

iented to fupply the fovereign of Conftantinople __ \ ^

with the formidable ftrength of feveral thoufand

auxiliaries. His generals pafled the Bofphorus,

and fubdued, without an effort, the unarmed,

but wealthy, provinces of Bithynia and Afia,

After an honourable defence, the city and ifland

of Cyzicus yielded to his power j the renowned

legions of the Jovians and Herculians embraced

the caufe of the ufurper, whom they were order-

ed to crufh ; and, as the veterans were continually

augmented with new levies, he foon appeared at

the head of an army, whofe valour, as well as

numbers, were not unequal to the greatnefs of

the contell. The fon of Hormifdas ^\ a youth

of fpirit and ability, condefcended to draw his

fword againfl the lawful emperor of the Eaftj and

the Perfian prince was immediritely invelted with

the ancient and extraordinary powers of a Roman
Proconful. The alliance of Faultina, the widow

of the emperor Conilantius, who entrufted her-

fclf, and her daughter, to the hands of the

ufurper, added dignity and reputation to his

caufe. The princefs Conftantia, who was then

about five years of age, accompanied, in a litter,

n Hormifda; maturo juveni Hoimifdse legalis illius filio, potef-

tatem Pioconfulis detiilit ; et civilia, more vcteriini, et bella, rec-

turo. Ammian. xxvi. 8. The Perfian prince efcaped with honour

and fafcty, and was afterwards (A. D. 3?o.) reftored to the fame

extraordinary office of proconful of Bithynia (Tiilemont, Hift. des

Empereurs, torn, v, p. 204.). I ain ignorant whether the race of

S^flTan was propagated. I find (A. D. 514-) a pope Hormifdas-

but he was a native of Frufino, in Italy (Pagi. Brev. Pontific, torn, i,

p. 247.).

R 4 the
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^i?.4^* ^^^ march of the army. She was fhewn to the

« ,^—«j multitude in the arms of her adopted father;

and, as often as fhe palFed through the ranks, the

tendernefs of the foldiers was inflamed into mar-

tial fury ^^
: they recolleded the glories of the

houfe of Conftantine, and they declared, with

loyal acclamation, that they would fhed the lafl

drop of their blood in the defence of the royal

infant ^^

His defeat In the mean while, Valentinian was alarmed

A.D. 366! and perplexed, by the doubtful intelligence of
Mayzs. ^^^ revolt of the Eaft. The difficulties of a

German war forced him to confine his imme-

diate care to the fafety of his own dominions;

and, as every channel of communication was

ftopt or corrupted, he liftened, with a doubtful

anxiety, to the rumours which were induflrioufly

ipreadj that the defeat and death of Valens had

left Procopius fole mafter of the eaftern pro-

vinces. Valens was not dead : but, on the news

of the rebellion, which he received at Casfarea,

he bafely defpaired of his life and fortune ; pro-

pofed to negociate with the ufurper, and difco-

vered his fecret inclination to abdicate the Im-

perial purple. The timid monarch was faved

from difgrace and ruin by the firmnefs of his

minifters, and their abilities foon decided in his

i^ The infant rebel was afterwards the wife of the emperor Gra-

tian; but fhe died young and childlefs. See Ducange, Fam. By-

zantin. p. 4.8. 59.

J9 Sequimini culminis fnmmi profapiam, was the language of

Procopius ; who affefted to defpife the obfcure birth, and fortuitous

elefiion, of the upftait Pannonian. Amjnian, xxvi. 7.

favour
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favour the event of the civil war. In a feafon of ^J!,^ ^'

tranquillity, Sallufl: had refigned without a mur-

mur i but as foon as the public fafety was at-

tacked, he ambitioufly folicited the pre-eminence

of toil and danger ; and the reftoration of that

virtuous minifter to the pr^cfeiture of the Eaft,

was the firft ftep which indicated the repentance

of Valens, and fatisfied the minds of the people.

The reign of Procopius was apparently fupport-

ed by powerful armies, and obedient provinces.

But many of the principal officers, military as

well as civil, had been urged, either by motives

of duty or interefl, to withdraw themfelves from

the guilty fcene j or to watch the moment of

betraying, and deferting, the caufe of the ufurper,

Lupicinus advanced by hafty marches, to bring

the legions of Syria to the aid of Valens. Arin-

theus, who, in ftrength, beauty, and valour, ex*

celled all the heroes of the age, attacked with a

fmall troop a fuperior body of the rebels. When
he beheld the faces of the foldiers who had ferved

under his banner, he commanded them, with a

loud voice, to feize and deliver up their pre-

tended leader j and fuch was the afcendant of

his genius, that this extraordinary order was in-

ftantly obeyed '*°. Arbetio, a refpc6lable veteran

40 Et detlignatus hominem fiiperare certamine defpicabilem, auc-

toritatis et celfi fiducia. corporis, ipils hoftibus jufiit, luum vincire

rectorem : atque ita turinarum antcfignaniis iiinbratills coiiipreiiAis

Quorum manibus. The ftrength and beauty of Arintheus, the new
Hercules, are celebrated by St. Balil ; who fuppofcs that God had
created him as an inimitable model of the human i'pccles. The
painters and fculptors could not exprcfs his figure : the hiftorians

appeared fabulous when they related his exploits (Ammian. xxvi,-

»ad Valef. ad loc.}.

of
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^xxv
^* ^^ ^^^ great Conftantine, who had been diftin-

guifhed by the honours of the confulfhip, was

perfuaded to leave his retirement, and once more
to condud an army into the field. In the heat

of aflion, calmly taking off his helmet, he fhewed

his grey hairs, and venerable countenance j fa-

luted the foldiers of Procopius by the endearing

names of children and companions, and exhorted

them, no longer to fupport the defperate caufe of

9 contemptible tyrant j but to follow their old

commander, who had fo often led them to honour

and vidlory. In the two engagements of Thya-

tira*' and Nacofia, the unfortunate Procopius

was deferted by his troops, who were feduccd by

the inftrudions and example of their perfidious

officers. After wandering fome time among the

woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betray-

ed by his defponding followers, conduced to the

Imperial camp, and immediately beheaded. He
fuffered the ordinary fate of an unfuccefsful

ufurper; but the ads of cruelty which were ex-

ercifed by the conqueror, under the forms or

legal juftice, excited the pity and indignation of

mankind **•

*' The fame field of battle is placed by Ammlanus in L3'eia, ani|

by Zofimus at Thyatira ; which are at the diftance of 150 miles from

each other. But Thyatira alluitur Lyco (Pliii. Hift. Natur. v. 31,

Ccllarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 79.) ; and the tranfcriber^

might eafily convert an obfcme river into a well-known province.

4* The adventures, ufurpation, and fall of Procopius, are related,

in a regular feries, by Ammianus (xxvi. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.) and Zofi-

jijus (1. iv. p. 203 — 210.). They often illuftrate, and ieldom con-

tftkdiSi, each other. Themiftius (Orat. vii. p. 91, 92,) adds fome

^ale panegyric
i
and Eunapius (p. 83, 84-.) fome malicious fatire.

Such
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Such indeed are the common and natural CHAP.

fruits of defpotifm and rebellion. But the in- .

—

.^^
quifition into the crime of m.aaiic, which, under Severe m-
"

.
quilition

the reign of the two brothers, was fo rigoroufly into the

profecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was in- rn^^ic at

terpreted as the fatal fymptom, either of the dif-
;^°'J]ocJ"'*

pleafure of heaven, or of the depravity of man- A.D.373,

kind *\ Let us not hefuate to indulge a liberal

pride, that, in the prefent age, the enlightened

part of Europe has abolifhed ** a cruel and odious

prejudice, which reigned in every climate of the

globe, and adhered to every fyftem of religious

opinions'*'. The nations, and the fefts, of the

Roman world, admitted with equal credulity,

and fimilar ahhorrence, the reality of that infernal

art ''^3 which was able to controul the eternal

order of the planets, and the voluntary opera-

tions of the human mind. They dreaded the

myfterious power of fpells and incantations, of

4; Libanius de ulcifcend, Julian, necc, c. ix. p. 158, 159, The
fophilt deplores the public frenzy, but he does not (after their deaths)

impeach the jullice of the emperors.

44 The French and Engliili lawyers, of the prefent age, allow

the /ifcry, and deny t\\^ pra^iice, of witchcraft (Dcnifart, Recueil dc

Decilions de Jurifprudence, au mot Sorciers, torn. iv. p. 553. Elackf

pone's Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 6©.). As private reafon always

prevents, or outftrips, public wifdom, the prefident Montefquieu

(Efprit des Loix, 1. xii. c. 5, ^.) rejefts the exigence of magic.

45 See Oeuvres de Bayle, torn. iii. p. 567— 589. The fceptic of

Rotterdam exhibits, according to his cuftom, a ftrange medley of

loofc knowledge, and lively wit.

+'' The pagans diftinguilhed between good and bad magic, the

Theiirgic and the (joetic (Hift. de TAcademic, Sec. tom. vii. p. 25.),

Put they could not have defended this obfcure diftinftion againft the

acute logic of Bayle. In the Jewifh and Chriftian fyftem, all d«..

^nons are infernal fpirits ; and all commerce witli them is idolatiy,

apoftacy, &c. which dcferves death and damnation.

potent
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^xxv^' P°^^"t herbs, and execrable rites j which could

extinguifh or recal life, inflame the pafllons of

the foul, blaft the works of creation, and extort

from the reluftant dsemons the fecrets of futurity.

They believed, with the wildeft inconfiftency,

that this preternatural dominion of the air, of

earth, and of hell, v/as exercifed, from the vilefl

motives of malice or gain, by fome wrinkled

hags, and itinerant forcerers, who paffed their

obfcure lives in penury and contempt *\ The
arts of magic were equally condemned by the

public opinion, and by the laws of Romej but

as they tended to gratify the moil imperious paf-

fions of the heart of m^an, they were continually

profcribed, and continually pra6lifed *'. An
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the moft

ferious and mifchievous effeds. The dark pre-

didtions of the death of an emperor, or the fuc-

cefs of a confpiracy, were calculated only to fti-

mulate the hopes of ambition, and to difTolve the

ties of fidelity; and the intentional guilt of ma-

gic was aggravated by the aftual crimes of trea-

7 The Canidia of Horace (Carm. 1. v. od. 5. with Dacier's and

Sanadon's illuftrations) is a vulgar witch. The Eriftho of Lucan

(Pharfal. vi. 430— 850.) is tedious, difguliing, but fometimes

fublime. She chides the delay of the Furies ; and threatens, with

tremendous obfcurity, to pronounce their real names ; to reveal the

true infernal, countenance of Hecate 5 to invoke the fecret powers

that lie beLw hell, &c.

4-8 Genus hominum potentibus infidum, fperantibus fallax, quod

in civitate noftra et vetabitur femper et retinebitur. Tacit. Hift. i«

42. See Aus;uftin. de Civitate Dei, 1. viii. c. 19. and the Theodo-

fjan Code, 1. ix. tit. xvi. with Godefroy's Commentary.
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fon and facrilc^e ". Such vain terrors difturbed chap.
, -^ . J 1 . • r r • T XXV.

the peace of lociery, and the nappinels or indi-

jviduals ; and the harmlefs flame which infenfibly

meked a waxen image, might derive a powerful

and pernicious energy from the afrrighted fancy

of the perfon whom it was maliciouOy defigned

to reprefent ^''. From the infufion of thofe herbs,

which v/ere fuppofed to pofiefs a fupernatural in-

fluence, it was an eal'y fiep to the ufe of more

fubftantial poifon ; and the folly of mankind

fometimes became the inftrument, and the mafi<:,

of the moft atrocious crimes. As foon as the

zeal of informers was encouraged by the minifters

of Valens and Valentinian, they could not rcfufe

to liften to another charge, too frequently min-

gled in the fcenes of domeftic guilt; a charge of

a fofter and lefs malignant nature, for which the

pious, though exceffive, rigour of Conftantine

had recently decreed the punifhment of death ^\.

This deadly and incoherent mixture of treafan

4-9 The peifecution of Antioch was occafioned by a criminal con-

fultation. The iwbnly-four letters of the alphabet were annnged

round a magic tiipod ; and a dancing ring, which had been placed

in the centre, pointed to the four firft letters in the name of the fu-

ture emperor, ©. E. o. A. Theodcrus (perhaps with many others

who owned the fatal lyllables) was executed. Theodofuis fuccceded.

Lardner (Heathen Tellimonics, vol. iv. p, 353—372.) has copioully

and fairly examined this dark tranfaflion of the reign of Valens.

5'> Limus ut hie dtirefcit, et haec ut cera liquefclt

K»- Uno eodcmque igni Virgil. Bucolic, viii. So.

C Dcvovit abltntes, fimulacrnque cerea figlr.

Ovid, in Epift. Hypfil. ad Jafon. 91.

Such vnin Incantations could aftlft the mind, and increafe the djf-

eafe, of Germanicus. Tacit. Annal. ii. 69.

5> See Heincccius Antiqultat. Juris Roman, tcm. ii. p. 353, S^c.

Cod. Theodofian. 1, ix. tit. 7. with Godefroy's Commentary.

and
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XXV.
* ^"^ magic, of poifon and adultery, afforded in-

finite gradations of guilt and innocence, of ex-

cufe and aggravation, which in thefe proceed-

ings appear to have been confounded by the

angry or corrupt paffions of the judges. They
cafily difcovered, that the degree of their induflry

and difcernment was eftimated, by the Imperial

court, according to the number of executions

that were furnilhed from their refpeftive tribu-

nals. It was not without extreme reluctance that

they pronounced a fentence of acquittal i but

they eagerly admitted fuch evidence as was (lain-

cd with perjury, or procured by torture, to prove-

the mod improbable charges againft the moft

refpeflable characflers. The progrefs of the en-

quiry continually opened new fubj efts of crimi-

nal profecution : the audacious informer, whofe

falfchood was detefted, retired with impunity}

but the wretched vidlim, who difcovered his real,

or pretended, accomplices, was feldom permitted

to receive the price of his infamy. From the

extremity of Italy and Afia, the young, and the

aged, were dragged in chains to the tribunals of

Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and phi-

lofophers, expired In ignominious and cruel tor-,

tures. The foldiers, who were appointed ta

guard the prifons, declared, with a murmur of

pity and indignation, that their numbers were

infufficient to oppofe the flight, or refinance, of

the multitude of captives. The wealthiefl fami-

lies were ruined by fines and confifcations ; the

moft innocent citizens trembled for their Mety
;

2 and



I

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 255

, and we may form fome notion of the magnitude chap.

of the evil, from the extravagant aflertion of an < . .^. ,j

ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious provinces,

the prifoners, the exiles, and the fugitives, form-

ed the greateft pare of the inhabitants ^''.

When Tacitus defcribes the deaths of the in- The cru-

nocent and illuftrious Romans, who were facri- hiitinian

ficed to the cruelty of the firfl: Ca;fars, the art of
^^^^

^^'

the hiftorian, or the merit of the fufferers, excite a. D.

in our breads the moft lively fenfations of ter-
^

ror, of admiration, and of pity. The coarfe and

undiftinguifhing pencil of Ammianus has deli-

neated his bloody figures with tedious and dif-

gufting accuracy. But as our attention is no

longer engaged by the contrail of freedom and

fervitude, of recent greatnefs and of adtual mifery,

we fhould turn with horror from the frequent

executions, which difgraced, both at Rome and

Antioch, the reign of the two brothers ^\ Valens

was of a timid ^*, and Valentinian of a choleric,^difpo-
S* The cruel peiTecutlon of Rome and Antioch is defcribcti, and

moft probably exaggerated, by Ammianus (xxviii. i. xxix. 1,2.)

and Zolimus (1. iv. p. 216—218.). The philofopher Maximus,

with fome juftice, was involved in the charge of magic (Eunapius

in Vlt. Sophlrt. p. 88, 89.) ; and young Chryfoftoni, who had acci-

dentally found one of the profcribed books, gave himfelf for loft

(Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn, v. p. 340.).

55 Confult the fix lait books of Ammianus, and more particularly

the portraits of the two royal brothers (xxx. 8, 9. xxxi. 14.). Til-

lemont has collefled (torn. v. p. 12— 18. p. 127— 1 33-) ^'O'" ^^^

antiquity their virtues and vices.

54 The younger Viftor aflerts, that he was valde timidus : yet he

behaved, as almofteveiy man would do, with d«cent refolution at

t\\< bead of an army. The fame hirtorian attempts to prove, that his;

anger
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^xxv^'
difpofition ". An anxious regard to his perfonal

»

—

^
—

' fafety was the ruling principle of the adminiftra-'

tion of Valens. In the condition of a fubjed, he
had kifled, with trembling awe, the hand of the'

oppreffor: and when he afcended the throne, he'

;eafonably expecT:ed, that the fame fears, which
had fubdued his own mind, would fecure the pa-'

tient fubmifTion of his people. The favourites of-

Valens obtained, by the privilege of rapine and
confifcation, the wealth which his ceconomy^

would have refufed '\ They urged, with per-'

fuafive eloquence, tbaiy in all cafes of treafon,

fufpicion is equivalent to proof; thai the power,

fuppofes the intention, of mifchiefj ihaf the in-

tention is not lefs criminal than the ad; and

ibai a fubje<5l, no longer deferves to live, if his

life may threaten the fafety, or difturb the repofe,

of his fovereign. The judgment of Valentinian

was fometimes deceived, and his confidence

abufed ; but he would have filenced the informers

with a contemptuous fmile, had they prefumed
to alarm his fortitude by the found of danger.

They praifed his inflexible love of juftice; and,

in the purfuit of juftice, the emperor was eafily

tempted to confider clemency as a weaknefs, and
paflion as a virtue. As long as he wreftled with

anger was harmlefs. Amminnus obferves, with more candour aiul

judgment, incidentia ciimina ad contemptam vel iaefam principis

amplitudinem trahens, in fanguinem fasviebfit.

55 Cum eflet ad acerbitatem naturse calore propenfior .... pee--

nas per ignes augebat et gladios. Ammirin. xxx. 8. See xxvii. 7.

56 I have transferred the reproach cf avarice from Valens to hi*

fervants. Avarice more properly belongs to minifters than to kings

;

in whom that paiTion is commonly extinguiflied by abfolute pofTeffion.

3 ^is^
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his equals, in the bold competition of an ac- ^ "^^^'

tive and ambitious life, Valentinian Avas feldom

injured, and never infulted, with impunity : if

his prudence was arraigned, his fpirit was ap-

plauded ; and the proudeft and mod powerful

generals were apprehenfive of provoking the

refentment of a fearlefs foldier. After he be-

came mafter of the world, he unfortunately for-

got, that where no refiftance can be made, no

courage can be exerted; and inftead of confult-

ing the dictates of reafon and magnanimity, he in-

dulged the furious emotions of his temper, at a

time when they were difgraceful to himfelf, and

fatal to the defencelefs objedls of his difpleafure.

In the government of his houfehold, or of his

empire, flight, or even imaginary, offences; a

hafty word, a cafual omifTionj an involuntary

delay, were chaflifed by a fentence of immediate

death. The expreffions which iffued the moft

readily from the mouth of the emperor of the

Weft were, " Strike off his headj" " burn him
" alive;" " let him be beaten with clubs till he

I

*' expires *'
; and his moft favoured minifters

foon underftood, that, by a rafli attempt, to

' difpute, or fufpend, the execution of his fan-

I

guinary commands, they might involve them-

ifelves in the guilt and punifhment of difobe-

I dience. The repeated gratification of this favage

1

' 57 He fomctimcs expiefil'd a fentence of Jealli with a tone of plea-

': f-\ntry ;
" Abi, Comes, et inuta ei caput, qui fibi niutaii piovinciani

' cupit." A boy who had flipped too haftily a Spartan hound j an

annouier, who had made a poliflied cuirafs that wanted fomc grains

of the legitimate weight, &c. were the vidlims of his fuiy.

Vol. IV. S juftice
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CHAP, juftice hardened the mind of Valentinian againft
XXV. "^

. .

° •

pity and renaorfe j and the failles of paflion were'

confirmed by the habits of cruelty '\ He could'

behold with calm fatisfaftion the convulfive-

agonies of torture and death : he referved his:

friendfhip for thofe faithful fervants whofe tem-

per was the moft congenial to his own. The
merit of Maximin, who had flaughtered the no->

bleil families of Rome, was rewarded with the

royal approbation, and the prasfeflure of Gaul.

Two tierce and enormous bears, diftinguiihed

by the appellations of Innocence and Mica Aurea^

could alone deferve to fhare the favour of Max-
imin. The cages of thofe trufty guards were

always placed near the bed-chamber of Valen-

tinian, who frequently amufed his eyes with the

grateful fpedtacle of feeing them tear and devour

the bleeding limbs of the malefaftors, who were

abandoned to their rage. Their diet and cxer-

cifes were carefully infpefled by the Roman
emperor j and when Innocence had earned her dif-

charge, by a long courfe of meritorious fervice^

the faithful animal was again reftored to the free-

dom of her native woods '^

58 The innocents of Milan were an agent and three apparitors,

whom Valentinian condemned for fignifying a legal fummons. Am-
mianus (xxvii. 7,) ftrangely fuppofes, that all who had beenunjuft-

ly executed were worfliipped as martyrs by the Chriftians. His ira-.

partial fdence does not allow us to believe, that the great chamber*

lain Rhodanus was burnt alive for an ai^ of oppreflion (Chron. Paf-s

chal. p. 302.).

59 Ut bene meritam in fylvas julTit abir^ Imoxiam, Ammian^
xxix. 3. and Valefi.ut ad Igcum.

?Ut
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But in the calmer moments of refleflion, when ^J:^-^^*

the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear, or i
^-,'

..>

that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant refumed ^j' got'''*

the fentiments, or at leaft the conduct, of the fa- vanment.

ther of his country. The difpafTionate judgment

of the Weftern emperor could clearly perceive,

and accurately purfue, his own and the public

interefl ; and the fovereign of the Eaft, who
imitated with equal docility the various examples

which he received from his elder brother, was

fometim.es guided by the wifdom and virtue of

the prefect Salluft. Both princes invariably

retained, in the purple, the chafte and tempe-

rate fimplicity which had adorned their private

life ; and, under their reign, the pleafures of the

court never cod the people a blufh or a figh.

They gradually reformed many of the abufes of

the times of Conflantius j judicioufly adopted and

improved the defigns of Julian and his fucceflbr;

and difplayed a ftyle and fpirit of legiflation

which might infpire poflerity with the moft fa-

vourable opinion of their chara(5ler and govern-

ment. It is not from the mafter of Innocence,

that we fhould expeft the tender regard for the

welfare of his fubjefls, which prompted Valen-

tinian to condemn the expofition of new-bora

infants '°
3 and to eltablilh fourteen flcilful phy-

<5o See the Code of Juftinian, 1. viii. tit. Hi. leg. i. Unufquifquff

fobolcm fuam nutriat. Quod fi exponendam putaverit anirnndver-

fioni quse conftituta eft fubjacebit. For the prelent I fliall not in-

terfere in the difpute between Noodt and Binkerdioek ; how far, or

how long, this unnatural pra61ice had been condemned or aboliftied

by law, philofophy, and the more civiiifed ftal« of focitty.

S 2 ficians,
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^
XXV

^* ^^^^^^s, with flipends and privileges, in the four-

teen quarters of Rome. The good fcnfe of an

illiterate foldier founded an ufeful and liberal in-

ftitution for the education of youth, and the fup-

port of declining fcience*". It was his intention^

that the arts of rhetoric and grammar fhould be

taught, in the Greek and Latin languages, in the

metropolis of every province; and as the fize

and dignity of the fchool was ulually proportion-

ed to the importance of the city, the academies

of Rome and Conftantinople claimed a juft and

fingular pre-eminence. The fragments of the

literary edi6ls of Valentinian imperfeftly repre-

fent the fchool of Conftantinople, which was-

gradually improved by fubfequent regulations.

That fchool confifted of thirty-one profeflbrs in-

different branches of learning. One philofopher,

and two lawyers ; five fophifts, and ten gram-

marians for the Greek, and three orators, and ten.

gram.marians for the Latin, tongue; befides

fevtn fcribes, or, as they were then ilyled, an^ti-

O'jarians, whofe laborious pens fupplicd the pub-

lic library with fair and corre6t copies of the

clalTic writers. The rule of conduct, which was

prefcribed to the (Indents, is the more curious^.

as it affords the firft outlines of the form and

difcipline of a modern univerfity. It was requir-

ed, that they fhould bring proper certificates

*' Thefe falutaiy inftitiitions are explained in the Theodofian

Code, 1. xiii. tit. iii. De ProffJJ'oribu! et Media's, and I. xiv. tit. ix.

D( Srudiis liberalibui Urbh 'Rov.a, Befides our ul'ual guide (Godefroy)^

we may <onfult Gianonc (Iftoria di Napoli, torn. i. p. 105

—

iii.)»

who has treated the interelting I'ubjeft with the zeal and curiofity of

i* mau «t" letters, who ftudies his d^meftic hillory,

from
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from the magiftrates of their native province. ^]^J^^'

Their names, profefTions, and places of abode, v—v—

»

were regularly entered in a public regifler. The
ftudious youth were feverely prohibited from

wafting their time in feafts, or in the theatre;

and the term of their education was limited to

the age of twenty. The pr^fedl of the city was

empowered to chaftife the idle and refraftory, by

llripes or expulfionj and he was direfled to make

an annual report to the mafter of the offices, that

the knowledge and abilities of the fcholars might

be ufefully applied to the public fervice. The
inftitutions of Valentinian contributed to fecure

the benefits of peace and plenty : and the cities

were guarded by the eftablifliment of the Defen-

fors **
; freely ele6led as the tribunes and advo-

cates of the people, to fupport their rights, and

to expofe their grievances, before the tribunals

of the civil magiftrates, or even at the foot of

the Imperial throne. The finances were dili-

gently adminiftered by two princes, who had

been io long accuftomed to the rigid ceconomy

of a private fortune ; but in the receipt and ap-

plication of the revenue, a difcerning eye might

obferve fome difference between the government

of the Eaft and of the Weft. Valens was per-

fuaded, that royal liberality can be fupplied only

by public oppreffion, and his ambition never af-

pired to fecure, by their adlual diftrefs, the future

ftrength and profperity of his people. Inftead

6» Cod. Theodof. 1. i. tit, xi. with Godcfioy's Patatitlon, which

diligently gleans from the left of the code.

S3 of
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Valentini-

an main-
tains the

religious

toleiation.

A.D.
3%—375-

of increafing the weight of taxes, which, in the

fpace of forty years, had been gradually doubled,

he- reduced, in the firft years of his reign, one-

fourth of the tribute of the Eaft^^ Valentinian

appears to have been lefs attentive and lefs anxi-

ous to relieve the burthens of his people. He might

reform the abufes of the fifcal adminiftration j

but he exadled, without fcruple, a very large

ihare of the private property j as he was convinc-

ed, that the revenues, which fupported the lux-

ury of individuals, would be much more advan-

tageoufly employed for the defence and improve-

ment of the ftate. The fubjecls of the Eaft, who
enjoyed the prefent benefit, applauded the indul-

gence of their prince. The folid, but lefs fplen-

did, merit of Valentinian was felt and acknow-

ledged by the fubfequent generation ^*,

But the mod honourable circumftance of the

charafter of Valentinian, is the firm and tempe-

rate impartiality which he uniformly preferved in

an age of religious contention. His ftrong fenfe,

unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by ftudy, de-

clined, with refpe£lful indifference, the fubtle

queflions of theological debate. The govern-

*3 T^ree lines from Ammiantis (xxxi. 14..) countenance a whole

oration of Tliemiftius (viii. p. loi— 120}, full of adulation, pe-

dantry, and common-place morality. The eloquent M. Thomas
^tom. i. p. 366—396,) has amufed himfelf with celebrating the vir-

tues and genius of Themjftius, who was not unworthy of the ag«

in which he lived.

^4 Zofjmus, 1. iy. p. 203. Ammlan. xxx. 9. His reformatio^

of coftly abufes might entitle lihn to the praife of, in provinciales-

piiimodum parcus, tributorum ubique molliens farcinas. By feme

his frugality was fi-ykd avarice (Jerom. Chion. p. 186.).

mens
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inent of the Earth claimed his vigilance, and chap.

fatisfied his ambition j and while he remembered, » ^^^ ^
that he was the difciple of the church, he never

forgot that he was the fovereign of the clergy.

Under the reign of an apoftate, he had fignalized

his zeal for the honour of Chriflianity : he allow-

ed to his fubjefls the privilege which he had

ailumed for himfelf; and they might accept,

with gratitude and confidence, the general tole-

ration which was granted by a prince, addided

to pafTion, but incapable of fear or of difguife '^^

The Pagans, iht Jews, and all the various feels

which acknowledged the divine authority of

Chrift, were protected by the laws from arbitrary

power or popular infult j nor was any mode of.

worfhip prohibited by Valentinian, except thofe

fecret and criminal pradlices, which abufed the

name of religion for the dark purpofes of vice

and diforder. The art of magic, as it was more
cruelly punifhed, was more ftridly profcribedj

but the emperor admitted a formal diflindlion tp

protefl the ancient methods of divination, which

were approved by the fenate, and exercifed by

the Tufcan harufpices. He had condemned,

with the confent of the mod rational Pagans^

the licence of no6lurnal facrifices ; but he imme-
ately admitted the petition of Prretextatus, pro-

<5j Teftcs funt leges a me in exonlio Imperil mei d:Hx : quibus

iiniculque quod animo imbibiffet colendi libera faciiltas Iributa eft.

Cod. Theodol". 1. ix. tit. xvi. leg. 9. To this declaration of Valen-

tinian, we may add the various teilimonles of Ammianiis (xxx. 9.),

Zofimus (1. iv. p. 204..), and Sozomen (1, vi. c. 7. 21.). Baro-

nius would naturally blame fuch rational toleration (Annal. Ecclcf.

A. D. 370. N'' 129— 132. A. D. 376. No
3, 4.

S 4 conful
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^vxv^' '^^^^'^^ ^^ Achaia, who reprefented, that the life

V—V—' of the Greeks would become dreary and com-

fortlefs, if they were deprived of the invaluable

blefTing of the Eleufinian myfteries. Philofophy

alone can boaft (and perhaps it is no more than

the boaft of philofophy), that her gentle hand i<^

able to eradicate from the human mind the la-

tent and deadly principle of fanaticifm. But thi?

truce of twelve years, which was enforced by

the wife and vigorous government of Valenti-

nian, by fufpending the repetition of mutual in-

juries, contributed to foften the manners, and

abate the prejudices, of the religious fadions.

Valens The friend of toleration was unfortunately

Ariamfm, placed at a diftance from the fcene of the fierceft

c'ufes^'tht"
controverfies. As foon as the Chriftians of the

catholics. Weft had extricated themfelves from the fnares
A. T)

567—37?. of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapfed

into the flumber of orthodoxy j and the fmall

remains of the Arian party, that ftill fubfifted at

Sirmium or Milan, might be confidered, rather

as objects of contempt than of refentmicnt.

But in the provinces of the Eaft, from the Eux-

ine to the extremity of Thebais, the ftrength and

numbers of the hoftile faftions were mere equally

balanced ; and this equality, inftead of recom-

mending the counfels of peace, ferved only to

perpetuate the horrors of religious war. The

monks and biftiops fupported their arguments

by inveftives J and their invectives were fome-

times followed by blows. Athanafius ftill reign-

ed at Alexandria i the thrones of Conftantino-

ple
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pie and Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates, c n a p.

and every epifcopal vacancy was the occafion of

a popular tumult. The Homooufians were for-

tified by the reconciliation of fifty-nine Mace-

donian, or Semi-Arian, bifliops ; but their fecret

reluctance to embrace the divinity of the Holy

Ghoft, clouded the fplendour of the triumph

;

and the declaration of Valens, who, in the firfb

years of his reign, had imitated the impartial

conduct of his brother, was an important vic-

tory on the fide of Arianifm. The two brothers

had paflied their private life in the condition of

catechumens; but the piety of Valens prompted

him to folicit the facrament of baptifm, before

he expofed his perfon to the dangers of a Gothic

war. He naturally addrefiTed himfelf to Eudox-

us ", bilhop of the Imperial city > and if the ig-

norant monarch was inftruftcd by that Arian

pallor in the principles of heterodox theology,

his misfortune, rather than his guilt, was the

inevitable confequence of his erroneous choice.

Whatever had been the determination of the

emperor, he mufb have ofi^ended a numerous

party of his Chriftian fubjefts ; as the leaders

both of the Homooufians and of the Arians be-

lieved, that, if they were not fufi^ered to reign,

they were moft cruelly injured and oppreffed.

^* Eddoxus was of a mild and timid difjiofition. When lie baptized

Valens (A. D. 367.), he muft kave been exfrenicly old ; ilnce he had

fti'.died theology fifty-five years before, under Lucian, a learned arid

pioif's martyr. Philoftorg. 1. :i. c. 14.— 16. 1. iv. c. 4. with Godc-
froy, p. ii. 2c6. ind Tillemont, Mem. Ecckf. torn, v. p. 474—

i

^2o, Sic.

After
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CHAP. After he had taken this decifive flep, it was

extremely difficult for him to preferve either the

virtue, or the reputation, of impartiality. He
never afpired, like Conftantius, to the fame of a

profound theologian ; but, as he had received

with fimplicity and refped the tenets of Eudoxus,

Valens refigned his confcience to the direction

of his ecclefiaftical guides, and promoted, by the

influence of his authority, the re-union of the

Athanafian heretics to the body of the catholic

church. At firfl, he pitied their blindnefsj by

degrees he was provoked at their obflinacy j and

he infenfibly hated thofe fedaries to whom he

•was an object of hatred ^''
, The feeble mind of

Valens was always fwayed by the perfons with

whom he familiarly converfed ; and the exile or

imprifonment of a private citizen are the favours

the mod readily granted in a defpotic court.

Such punifhments were frequently inflided on

the leaders of the Homooufian party j and the

iTiisfortune of fourfcore ecclefi^ftics of Contlan-

tinople, who, perhaps accidentally, were burnt

'On fliipboard, was imputed to the cruel and pre-

meditated malice of the emperor, and his Arian
;

minillers. In every conteft, the catholics (if we

may anticipate that name) were obliged to pay

the penalty of their own faults, and of thofe of

their adverfaries. In every eledion, the claims

of the Arian candidate obtained the preference j

and if they were oppoled by the majority of the

*7 Gregory Nazinnzen (Orat. xxv, p. 432.) infults the perfecuting

Ipirit cf'lhc Aiians, as r.p infalJiblc lymptom of error and herefy.

people^
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people, he wasufually fupported by the authority ^^J^^'
of the civil magiftrate, or even by the terrors of u—v——

'

a military force. The enemies of Athanafius

attempted to difturb the laft years of his vene-

rable age; and his temporary retreat to his fa-

ther's fepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth

exile. But the zeal of a great people, who in-

ftantly flew to arms, intimidated the pra^feft

;

and the archbilhop was permitted to end his life

in peace and in glory, after a reign of forty-feven

years. The death of Athanafius was the fignal Death of

of the perfecution of Egypt; and the Pagan mi- ^*^"^'

nifter of Valens, who forcibly feated the worth- A-D. :;73.

/ May 2d.

lefs Lucius on the archiepifcopal throne, pur-

chafed the favour of the reigning party by the

blood and fufFerings of their Chriftian brethren.

The free toleration of the heathen and Jewifh

worfhip was bitterly lamented, as a circumftancc

which aggravated the mifery of the catholics,

and the guilt of the impious tyrant of the Eaft*^

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a juftidcaof

deep ftain of perfecution on the memory of Va- culion/'

lens J and the charafter of a prince who derived

his virtues, as well as his vices, from a feeble

underftanding, and a pufillanimous temper,

fcarcely deferves the labour of an apology. Yet

candour may difcover fome reafons to fufpeft

that the ecclefiaftical minifters of Valens often

exceeded the orders, or even the intentions, of

''^ This fketch of the ecclefiaftical government of Valens is drawn
.from Socrates (1. iv.), Sozomcn (1. vi.), Theodoret (1. iv.), and

the immcnfc compilations of Tiilcmont (particularly torn. vi. vjil.

TJnd ix.).

their
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XYV^'

^^^^^ mafter ; and that the real meafure of facbs

has been very liberally magnified by the vehe^

ment declamation and eafy credulity of his anta-

gonifts "*. I. The filence of Valentinian may
iuggefb a probable argument, that the partial

feverities, which were exercifcd in the name and

provinces of his colleague, amounted only to

fome obfcure and inconfiderable deviations from

the eftablifhed fyftem of religious toleration : and

the judicious hiftorian, who has praifed the equal

temper of the elder brother, has not thought

himfelf obliged to contraft the tranquillity of

the Well with the cruel perfecutionof the Eaft ^\

2. Whatever credit may be allowed to vague

and diftant reports, the character, or at lead the

behaviour, of Valens may be moft diftinflly feeii

in his perfonal tranfadions with the eloquent

Bafil, archbifliop of Cisfarea, who had fucceeded

Athanafius in the management of the Trinitariar^

caufe ^'. The circumftantial narrative has been

compofed by the friends and admirers of Bafil

;

''9 Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaflical Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 78.)

has already conceived and intimated tlie lame lulpicion.

7° This reflexion is fo obvious and forcihJe, that Orofius (l.vii.

c. 32» yi.) delays the perfecution till after the death of Valentinian.

Socrates, on the other hand, luppolcs (1. iii. c. 32.), that it was.

appeafed by a philofophical oration, which Thenvftius pronounced .

in the year 374 (Orat. xii. p. 154. in Latin only). Such contra-

dictions diminiih the evidence, and reduce the term, of tlie perle-

f;ution of Valens.

7* Tillemont, whom I follow and abridge, has extrafled (Mem.
Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 153— 167.) the moft authentic circumifances

from the Panegyrics of the two Gregoriea ; the brother, and the

friend, of Bufil. The letters of Bafd himfelf (Diipin, Bibliothcque

Ecclefiaftique, torn. ii. p. 155— 180.) do not prelent the image of

a very lively perfecution.

and
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and as foon as we have (tripped away a thick ^^^^'^,^-

coat of rhetoric and miracle, we lliall be afto-

niflied by the unexpe6ted mildnefs of the Arian

tyrant, who admired the firmnefs of his charac-

ter, or was apprehenfivej if he employed vio-

lence, of a general revolt in the province of Cap-

padocia. The archbifhop, who afferted, with

inflexible pride '*, the truth of his opinions, and

the dignity of his rank, was left in the free pof-

fefiion of his confciencc, and his throne. The

emperor devoutly afTifted at the folemn fervice of

the cathedral j and, inftead of a fentence of ba-

nifliment, fubfcribed the donation of a valuable

eftate for the ufe of an hofpital, which Bafil

had lately founded in the neighbourhood of Cse-

farea ^^ 3. I am not able to difcover, that any

law (fuch asTheodofius afterwards enadled againft

the Arians) was publiflied by Valens againft the

Athanafian feftaries j and the edicfc which excited

the moft violent clamours, may not appear fo

extremely reprehenfible. The emperor had ob-

ferved, that feveral of his fubjefts, gratifying their

lazy difpofition under the pretence of religion,

had aflbciated themfelves with the monks of

Egypt ; and he direcfled the count of the Eaft

7- Bafilius Csefarienfis epifcopus Cappadociae clarus habetur ....
rnii multa continentiae et ingenii bona uno fupeibiae malo perdldit.

This irreverent pafTage is perfe(5Hy in the ftyle and character of St.

Jerom. It does not appear in Scaliger's edition of his Chronicle
j

but Ifaac Voflius found it in fome old MSS. which had not been

reformed by the monks.

7 J This noble and charitable foundation (almoft a new city) fur-

paffed in merit, if not in grealnefs, the pyramids, or the walls of

Babylon. It was principally intended for vhe reception of lepers

(Greg. Nazianzen, Orat, xx. p. i-Bj).

to
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^
XXV

^* ^° ^^^^ them from their folitude : and to compel

»——,,
—

' thofe deferters of fociety to accept the fair alter-

native, of renouncing their temporal pofieflions,

or of difcharging the public duties of men and

citizens ^\ The minifl"ers of Valens feem to have

extended the fenfe of this penal flatute, fince

they claimed a right of enlifting the young and

able-bodied monks in the Imperial armies. A
detachment of cavalry and infantry, confifling of

three thoufand men, marched from Alexandria

into the adjacent defert of Nitria ^*, which was

peopled by five thoufand monks. The foldiers

were conducted by Arian priefts; and it is re-

ported, that a confiderable flaughter was made

in the monafteries which difobeyed the commands

of their Sovereign '^.

Valentini- The flricl regulations which had been framed

thVlvaHce ^Y ^^^^ wifdom of modern Icgiflators to reflrain

ofthecier- the Wealth and avarice of the clergy, may be

A.D. 370. originally deduced from the example of the em-

peror Valentinian. His edict " addrefled to

Damafus,

74 Cod. Tlieodof. 1. xii. tit. i. leg. 63, Godefroy (torn. iv.

p. 409—4.13.) peifonns the duty of a commentator and advocate.

Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. viil. p. 808.) Ji'ppsfa a fcond law to

excufe his orthodox friends, who had mlfreprelented theedi8: of Va-

lens, and fuppreffed the liberty of choice.

75 See d'Anville, Defcription de I'Egypte, p. 74.. Hereafter I

Hiall confider the monaftic inftitutions.

76 Socrates, 1. iv. c. 24, 25. Orofius, I. vii. c. 33. Jerora in

Chion. p. 1 89. and torn. ii. p. 212. The monks of Egypt per-

formed many miracles, which prove the truth of their faith. Right,

fays Jortin (Remarks, vol. iv. p. 79.), but what proves the truth of

thcfe miracles ?

77 Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi, tit. ii. leg. ;o. Godefroy (torn. vi.

p. 49.), after the example cf Barcnius. impartially collefls all that

the



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. o.jt

Damafus, bifhop of Rome, was publicly read in ^^^y^*

the churches of the city. He admonifhed the v ^^^^^

ccclefiadics and monks not to frequent the houfes

of widows and virgins ; and menaced their dif-

obedience with the animadverfion of the civil

judge. The direftor was no longer permitted to

receive any gift, or legacy, or inheritance, from

the liberality of his fpiritual daughter: every

teftament contrary to this edi6l was declared null

and void j and the illegal donation was confif-

cated for the ufe of the treafury. By a fubfequent

regulation, it fhould feem, that the fame pro-

vifions were extended to nuns and biihops; and

that all perfons of the ecclefiaftical order were

rendered incapable of receiving any teftamentary

gifts, and flriflly confined to the natural and

legal rights of inheritance. As the guardian of

domeftic happinefs and virtue, Valentinian ap-

plied this fevere remedy to the growing evil.

In the capital of the empire, the females of no-

ble and opulent houfes polTeffed a very ample

ihare of independent property: and many of thofe

devout females had embraced the do6lrines of

Chriflianity, not only with the cold aflent of the

underftanding, but with the warmth of aifedlion,

and perhaps with the eagernefs of fafhion. They

facrificed the pleafures of drefs and luxury; and

renounced, for the praife of chaftity, the fofc

endearments of conjugal fociety. Some eccle-

tlie fathers have faid on the fubjeil of this Important law ; whofc

fpirit was long afterwards revived by the emperor Frederic II., Ed-

ward I. of England, and other Chriltian princes who reigned after

the twelfth century.

5 fiaflJc,
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^'^^^^'- fiaflic, of real or apparent fandity, was chofert

to direft their timorous confcience, and to amufc

the vacant tcndernefs of their heart : and the un-

bounded confidence, which they haftily beftowed,

was often abufed by knaves and enthufiafts j who
haftened from the extremities of the Eaft; to

enjoy, on a fplendid theatre, the privileges of the

monaftic profeffion. By their contempt of the

\vorld, they infenfibly acquired its mod defirable

advantages ; the lively attachment^ perhaps, of a

young and beautiful woman, the delicate plenty

of an opulent houfehold, and the refpeftful ho-

mage of the Daves, the freedmen, and the clients

of a fenatorial family. The immenfe fortunes of,

the Roman ladies were gradually confumcd, in

lavifh alms and expenfive pilgrimages ; and the

artful monk, who had affigned himfelf the firft,

or poflibly the fole place, in the teftament of his

fpiritual daughter, ftill prefumed to declare, with

the fmooth face of hypocrify, that he was only

the inftrument of charity, and the fteward of the

poor. The lucrative, but difgraceful, trade ^',

which was exercifed by the clergy to defraud the

expeclations of the natural heirs, had provoked

the indignation of a fuperflitious age : and two

of the mofl refpeflable of the Latin fathers very

TS The exprelTions which I have ufed are temperate and feeble,

if compared with the vehement inveftives of Jerora (torn. i. p. 13.

45. 14.4., &c.). In bii turn, he was reproached with the guilt which
he imputed to his brother monks : and the Sce'cratus, the Verfifelilt,

was publicly acculed as the lover of the widow Paula (torn. ii.

p. 363.)- He undoubtedly poflTeffed the affeftiors, both of the mo-
ther and the daughter j but he declares, that he never abufed his

influence, to anv felfiih or fenfuaj purpofc.

S honcftly
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lioneftly confefs, that the ignominious cdicft ^^ ^
x:^\'

Valentinian was jufl: and neceflary ; and that the t.,^^^,jt

Chriftian prielts had deferved to lofe a privilege,

iwhich was dill enjoyed by connedians, charioteers,

iand the minifters of idols. But the wifdom and

authority of the legifiator are feldom victorious

in a contell with the vigilant dexterity of private

intereft : and Jerom, or Ambrofej might patiently

'acquiefce in the juftice of an ineffectual or falu-

tary law. If the ecclefiadics were checked in the

purfuit of perfonal emolument, they would exert

a more laudable induftry to increafe the wealth

of the church; and dignify their covetoufnefs

Vvith the fpecious names of piety and patriot-

ifm '\

Damafus, bifliop of Rome, who was conftrain- Ainbition

ed to ftigmatize the avarice of his clergy by the ly of Da-

publication of the law of Valentinian, had the kwi'*^''' rr
_

' bilhop or

good fenfe, or the good fortune, to engage in his Rome,

fervice the zeal and abilities of the learned Je- 366— 3S4.

rom J and the grateful faint has celebrated the

merit and purity of a very ambiguous character*".

But the fplendid vices of the Church of Rome,

linder the reign of Valentinian and Damafus,

have been curioufly obferved by the hiftorian

Ammianus, who delivers his impartial fenfe in

79 Pudet dicere, facerdotes idolorum, mimi et aurlgae, et fcorla,

Ihjtreditates capiunt : foils ckrich ac rr.onacbis hue lege prohibetur. Et
ron prohibetur a perfecutorlbus, fed a principibus Chiiftianis. Nee
ide lege querorj fed dolco cur imnicnvius banc legem. Jeroni (torn. i.

I|>. 13.) difcreetly infinuates thefecret policy of his patron Damafus.
8° Three words of Jerom, fanfiee memorise Dumafus (torn. ii. p. 109.),

wafli away all his ftains ; and blind the devout eyes of Tillemont

(Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 386—4-2+.).
^

Vol. IV. T thefc
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CHAP, thefe cxpreflive words :

" The prasfeclurc of

" Juventius was accompanied with peace and

" plenty : but the tranquillity of his government
" was foon diflurbed by a bloody fedition of the

*' didrafted people. The ardour of Damafus

" and Urfinus, to feize the epifcopal feat, fur-

*^ pafied the ordinary meafure of human ambi-

" tion. They contended with the rage of partyj

" the quarrel was maintained by the wounds and

" death of their followers j and the prcefed, un-

" able to refill or to appeafe the tumult, was

" conftraincd, by fuperior violence, to retire

" into th.e fuburbs. Damafus prevailed : the

" well-difputed viftory remained on the fide of

" his fadionj one hundred and thirty-feven dead

*^ bodies ^' were found in the Bafilica of Sicini-

*' nus ^% where the Chriflians hold their reli-

*' gious alfemblies ; and it was long before the

'^ angry minds of the people refumed their ac-

" cuftomed tranquillity. When I confider the

" fplcndour of the capital, I am not alloniihed

" tha: fo valuable a prize fhould inflame the de-

"' Jcrom himfelf is foi"ced to allow, crudeli/nmse interfefliones

diveiG fexus perpetratse (in Chroii. p. i86.). But an original //i^

or oetltion of two prefbyters of the adverfe party, has unaccountably

efcaned. They afHrm, that the doors of the Bafiiica were burnt, ztii

tliat the rocf was untiled j that Damafus marched at the head of hi»

owu clergy, grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiators 5 that

none of hU party were killed, but that one hundred and fixty dead

bodies were found. This petition is publifhed by the P. Sirraond,

in the firft volume of his works.

8i The ^i{/?/7La of Sicininus, or Liberius, is probably the church

of Sta Maria Maggiore, on the Efquiline hill. Earonius, A. D.

367. N° 3.} and Donstus, Roma Antiqua et Nova, 1. iv. c. 3.

p. 461.

7 « fires
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*^ fires of ambitious men, and produce the fierceft ^
Jj^^'

** and mod obftinate contefls. The fuccefsful

'* candidate is fecure, that he will be enriched

*^ by the offerings of matrons *^
-, that, as loon

" as his drefs is compofed with becoming care

'* and elegance, he may proceed, in his chariot,

•' through the ftreets of Rome **i and, that the

*' fumptuoufnefs of the Imperial table will not

'' equal the profufe and delicate entertainments

" provided by the tafte, and at the expence, of

" the Roman pontiffs. How much more ratio-

" nally, continues the honeft Pagan, would thofe

*^ pontiffs confult their true happinefs, if, inftead

'* of alleging the greatnefs of the city as an ex-

*' cufe for their manners, they would imitate the

*' exemplary life of fome provincial bilhops,

** whofe temperance and fobriety, whofe mean
** apparel and downcaft looks, recommended
*' their pure and modeft virtue to the Deity, and
*' his true worfliippers *'." The fchifm of Da-
mafus and Urfinus was extinguifhed by the exile

of the latter j and the wifdom of the prccfect

Prastextatus " reftored the tranquillity of the

city.

^i The enemies of Damafus flyled him j^urifca/pius Matronarum, th«

ladies ear-fcratcher.

84 Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxxii. p. 526.) dcfciibes the prida

and luxury of the prelates, who reigned in the Imperial cities ; their

gilt car, fiery fteeds, numerous train, &c. The crowd gave way as

to a wild beaft.

"f Ammian. xxvii. 3. Perpetuo Numini, Virijjue ejus cultoribus.

The incomparable pliancy of a Polytheift !

8^ Ammianus, who makes a fair report of his prxfeflure (xxvii.

5.), ftyles him praeclarae indolis, gravitatifque, fenator (xxii. 7. and

Valef. ad loc). A curious jnfcription (Giwter MCII, N'=' 2.) re-

'l 7, cords,
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city. Prastextatus was a philofophic Pagan, i

man of learning, of tafte, and politenefs j who

difguifed a reproach in the form of a jefl:, when

he ailured Damafus, that if he could obtain the

bilhopric of Rome, he himfeif would immediately

embrace the Chriftian religion ^\ This lively

pidure of the wealth and luxury of the popes in

the fourth century, becomes the more curious,

as it reprefents the intermediate degree, between

the humble poverty of the apofcolic fifherman,

and the royal ftate of a temporal prince, whofe

dominions extend from the confines of Naples to

the banks of the Po.

Foreign When the fufFraffc of the o-enerals and of the
wars

A. D. army commiitted the fceptre of the Roman em-
364-- 375* pire to the hands of Valentinian, his reputation

in arms, his military Ikiil and experience, and

his rigid attachment to the forms, as well as

Jpirit, of ancient difcipline, were the principal

motives of their judicious choice. The eagernefs

of the troops who prelTed him to nominate his

colleague, was juftified by the dangerous fituation

of public affiiirs ; and Valentinian himfeif was

confcious, that the abilities of the mod a6'Live

cords, in two columns, bis religious and civil honours. In one line

he was Pontiff of the Sun, and of Vefta, Augur, Qu^indecemvif,

Hierophant, &c. &c. In the other, i. Quseftor candidatus, more

probably titular. 2. Prretor. 3. Corre6lor of Tufcany and Umbria.

4.. Confular of Lufitania. 5, Proconful of Achala. 6. Pra;fe6lof

Rome. 7. Prstorian prasfeft of Italy, 8. Of Illyricum. 9. Con*

fulehft; but he died before the beginning of the year 385. See

Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 241. 736.

''/ Facite me Romanas urbis epifcopum ; et ero protinus Chrifti-

arus (Jerom, torn. ii. p. 165. )• It is more than probable, that

JDamafus would not have purchal'ed his converfion at fuch a price.

mind
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lid were unequal to the defence of the diftant chap.
. XXV.

r.\.ntiers of an invaded monarchy. As foon as , ,^

c!;e death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians

from the terror of his name, the moft fanguine

liopes of rapine and conquefl: excited the nations

of the Eaft, of the North, and of the South.

1 iieir inroads were often vexatious, and fome- A. d.

times formidable ; but, during the twelve years ^ •'""^^s-

of the reign of Valentinian, his firmnefs and

vigilance proteded his own dominions j and his

powerful genius feemed to infpire and direfl the

feeble counfels of his brother. Perhaps the me-
thod of annals would more forcibly exprefs the

urgent and divided cares of the two emperors j

but the attention of the reader, likewife, would

be diftrafled by a tedious and defultory narrative.

A feparate view of the five great theatres of war :

I.Germany; II. Britain ; III. Africa s IV. The
Eaft 3 and, V. The Danube; will imprefs a more

diftinct image of the military ftate of the empire

under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens,

I. The ambaffadors of the Alemanni had been i, ger-

offended by the harfh and haughty behaviour of ^J^Xie-
Urfacius, mafter of the offices ^% who, by an manni in-

a£t of unfeafonable parfimony, had diminiflied a. 0.365!

the value, as well as the quantity, of the pre-

fents, to which they were entitled, either from

cuflom or treaty, on the acceHion of a new em-

peror. They expreflfed, and they communicated

to their countrymen, their ftrong fenfe of the

"8 Ammian. xxvi. 5. Valefius adds a long and good note on the

pnaftcr of the offices.

T 3 national
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The irafcible minds of the^ ^^^^' n^'itional affront.

'_ ,- > chiefs were exafperated by the fufpicion of con-

teinptj and the inartial youth crowded to their

ftandard. Before Valentinian could pafs the Alps,

the villages of Gaul were in flames j before his

general Dagalaiphus could encounter the Ale-

manni, they had fecured the captives and the

A.D.366. fpoil in the forefls of Germany, In the be^in-
Januaiy. . . . .

ning of the enfuing year, the military force of

the whole nation, in deep and folid coluirms,

broke through the barrier of the Rhine, during

the feverity of a northern winter. Two Roman
counts were defeated and mortally wounded ; and

the ftandard of the Heruli and Batavians fell into

the hands of the conquerors, who difplayed, with

infulting fhouts and menaces, the trophy of their

viitory. The ftandard was recovered ; but the

Batavians had not redeemed the fliame of their

difgrace and flight in the eyes of their fever«

judge. It was the opinion of Valentinian, that

his foldiers muft learn to fear their commander,

before they could ceafe to fear the enemy. The
troops were folemnly aifembled : and the trem-

bling Batavians were inclofcd within the circle of

the Imperial army. Valentinian then afcended

his tribunal : and, as if he difdained to puniih

cowardice with death, he inflicfted a ftain of in-

delible ignominy on the officers, whofe mifcon-

du6i: and pufillanimjty were found to be the firft

occafion of the defeat. The Batavians were de-

graded from their rank, ftripped of their arms,

and condemned to be fold for flaves to the

higheft



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 279

hig-hefl bidder. At this tremendous fentence the ^ ^^,^*
'^ XXV.

troops fell proftrate on the ground; deprecated i^.^^— ,<

the indignation of their fovereign j and protelled,

that, if he would indulge them in another trial,

they would approve themfelvcs not unworthy of

the name of Romans, and of his foldiers. Vaien-

tinian, with affeded relu6lance, yielded to their

entreaties: the Batavians refumed their arms;

and with their arms, the invincible refolution of

wiping away their dilgrace in the blood of the

Alemanni ". The principal command was declin-^

ed by Dagalaiphus; and that experienced gene-

ral, who had reprefented, perhaps with too much
prudence, the extreme difficulties of the under-

taking, had the mortification, before the end of

the campaign, of feeing his rival Jovinus con-

vert thofe difficulties into a decifive advantage

over the fcattered forces of the Barbarians. At Theu-de-

the head of a well-difciplined army of cavalry,

infantry, and light troops, Jovinus advanced,

with cautious and rapid Heps, to Scarponna ^"^y

in the territory of Metz, where he furprifcd a

large divifion of the Alemanni, before they had

time to run to their arms; and flufhed his foldiers

with the confidence of an eafy and bloodlefs vic-

tory. Another divifion, or rather army, of the

^9 Ammian. xxvii. i. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. loS. The cliij;Tace of

^he Batavians is iuppreffed by the contemporary fpldler, from a re-

gard for military honour, which could not art"e6l a Greek rhetcwi-

cian of the fucceeding age.

9" See d'Anville, Notice de Tancienne Gaule, p. 5?7. The name

of the MoftUe, which is not fpecified by Animianus, is clearly un-

icrftood by Mafcou (Hlft. of the ancient Germans, vii. 2.).

T 4 enemy,
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^xxv^' ^^^^y> ^^^^^ ^^^ cruel and wanton devaftation of

the adjacent country, repofed themfclves on the

Hiady banks of the Molelle. Jovinus, who had

viewed the ground with the eye of a sjeneral,

made his filent approach through a deep and

woody vale, till he could diftincily perceive the

indolent fecurity of the Germans. Some were

bathing their huge limbs in the river; others

were combing their long and flaxen hair ; others

again were fwallowing large draughts of rich and

delicious wine. On a fudden they heard the

found of the Roman trumpet; they faw the ene-*

my in their camp. Aftonifliment produced dif-

order j diforder was followed by flight and dif-

may; and the confufed multitude of the braved

warriors was pierced by the fwords and javelins

of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The fugitives

efcaped to the third, and mofl: confiderable,

camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near Chalons

in Champagne : the draggling detachments were

haftily recalled to their flandard -, and the Bar-

barian chiefs, alarmed and admoniflied by the

fate of their companions, prepared to encounter,

in a decifive battle, the vidlorious forces of the

lieutenant of Valentinian. The bloody and ob-

ftinate conflift lafted a whole fummer's day, with

equal valour, and with altci^nate fuccefs. The
Romans at length prevailed, with the lofs of

about twelve hundred men. Six thoufand of the

Alemanni were flain, four thgufand were wound-

ed ; and the brave Jovinus, after chacing the

flying remnant of their hod as far as the banks

of
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of the Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive the ^^5^^^'

applaufe of his fovereign, and the enfigns of the v__^-.^^

confulfliip for the enfuing year''. The triumph J^"^^'

of the Romans was indeed fullied by their treat-

ment of the captive king, v/hom they hung on a

gibbet, without the knowledge of their indignant

general. This digraceful aft of cruelty, which

might be imputed to the fury of the troops, was

followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab,

the Ion of Vadomair j a German prince, of a weak

and P.ckly conftitution, but of a daring and for-

midable fpirit. The domedic alTdiTin was infii-

gated and prote6ted by the Romans ^'"j and the

violation of the laws of humanity and juil-.ce be-

trayed their fecret apprehenfion of the vveaknefs

of the declining empire. The ufe of the dagger

is feldom adopted in public councils, as long as

they retain any confidence in the power of the

fword.

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled Vaientini-

bv their recent calamities, the pride of Valen- ^n paiies,
-' ' r and rorti-

tinian v/as mortified by the unexpefted iurprifal ^'es the

r -K. /r
•

T\ /r J
•

i • Khine,
or Moguntiacum, or Mcntz, the principal ciry A.D.368,

of the Upper Germany. In the unlufpicious

moment of a Chriftian feftival, Rando, a bold

and artful chiefcain, who had long meditated his

attempt, fuddenly pafTed the Rhine j entered the

defencelefs town, and retired with a multitude of

9' The baftles are defcribed by Arr.m'mmis (xxvii. z.), and by

- Zofimus (1. iv. p. 209.); who fuppolcs Vaientinian to have been

prefent.

y^ Studio Iblicitaate noftrorum, occubuit. Ammian. xxvii. lo.

captives
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^xxv
^* ^^P^'^^^s of either fex. Valentlnian refolved to

s—-y^

—

' execute fevere vengeance on the whole body of

the nation. Count Sebaftian, with the bands of

Italy and Illyricum, was ordered to invade their

country, moft probably on the fide of Rhaetia.

The ennperor in perfon, acconnpanied by his Ton

Gratian, pafTed the Rhine at the head of a for-

midable army, which was fupported on both

flanks by Jovinus and Severus, the two mafters-

general of the cavalry and infantry of the Weft.

The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaftation

of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, and

almoft inaccefTible, mountain, in the modern

duchy of Wirtemberg, and refolutely expefted

the approach of the Romans. The life of Valen-

tinian was expofed to imminent danger, by the

intrepid curiofity with which he perfifted to ex-

plore fome fecret and unguarded path. A troop

ofBarbarians fuddenly rofe from their ambufcade;,

and the emperor, who vigoroufly fpurred his

horfe dovvn a fteep and flippery defcent, was

obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer,

and his helmit, magnificently enriched with gold

and precious ftones. At the fignal of the gene-

ral aflTault, the Roman troops encompalTed and

afcended the mountain of Solicinium on three

difl^erent fides. Every ftep which they gained,

increafed their ardour, and abated the refiftance

of the enemy : and after their united forces had

occupied the fummit of the hill, they impetu-

oufly urged the Barbarians down the northern

defcent, where count Sebaftian was pofted to

intercept their retreat. After this fignal vi»5lory,

Valen^
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Valentinian returned to his winter-quarters at chap.
Treves ; where he indulged the pubhc joy by

the exhibition of fplendid and triumphal games '^

But the wife monarch, inflead of afpiring to the

conqueft of Germany, confined his attention to

the important and laborious defence of the Gal-

lic frontier, againft an enemy, whofe ftrength

was renewed by a ftream of daring volunteers,

which inceffantly flowed from the mofl diftant

tribes of the North °*, The banks of the Rhine,

from its fource to the flreights of the ocean, were

clofely planted with ftrong caftles and conve-

nient towers J new works, and new arms, were

invented by the ingenuity of a prince who was

fkilled in the mechanical arts j and his numerous

levies of Roman and Barbarian youth were fe-

verely trained in all the exercifes of war. The
progrefs of the work, which was fometimes op-

pofed by modeft reprefcntations, and fometimes

by hoftile attempts, fecured the tranquillity of

Gaul during the nine fubfequent years of the

adminiftration of Valentinian '^

95 The expedition of Valentinian is related by Ammianus (xx\'ii.

10.); and celebrated by Aufonius (Mofell. 421, &c.), who foci-

iftily fuppofes, that the Romans were ignorant of the Iburces of the

Danube.

9+ Immanis enim natio, jam inde ab incunabulls primis varietaife

cafuum imminutaj ita faepius adolefcit, ut fuifle longis Ixculis aelti-

metur intafta. Ammian. xxviii. 5. The Count de Buat (Hitt. des

Peuples de TEurope, torn. vi. p. 370,) afcribes the fecundity of
the Alemanni to their eafy adoption of ftrangers.

9J Ammian. xxviii. 2. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 214., The younger
Viftor mentions the mechanical genius of Valentinian, nova arma
meditaj-i ; fingere terra feu limo fimulacra.

That

XXV,
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*^xxv.^'
'^^^'- Pi'^d^^'^t emperor, who diligently pradiTed

•—,—-? the wife maxims of Diocletian, was ftudious to

gundans^ fomcnt and excite the inteiline divifions of the

A.D. 571. tribes of Germany. About the middle of the

fourth century, the countries, perhaps of Luface
and Thuringia, on either fide of the Elbe, were
occupied by the vague dominion of the Burgun-
DiANS; a warlike and numerous people, of the

Vandal race ^'', whofe obfcure name infenfibly

fwelled into a powerful kingdom, and has finally

fettled on a flourifliing province. The moft

remarkable circumftance in the ancient manners

, of the Burgundians, appears to have been the i

difference of their civil and ecclefiaftical con-

llitution. The appellation o( Hendinos was given

to the king or general, and the title of Sinijtus

to the high-prieft, of the nation. The perfon of

the prieft was facred, and his dignity perpetual; .

but the temporal government was held by a very

precarious tenure. If the events of war accufed'

the courage or condud of the king, he was im-

mediately depofed; and the injuftice of his fub-

je6ls made him refponfible for the fertility of the

earth, and the regularity of the feafons, which

^

feemed to fall more properly within the facer-

dotal department ", The difputed poifefnon of'

95 Bellicofos et pubis immenra? viiibus afFiuentes 5 et ideo mctu-
endos fiiiitiniis univerHs. Ammian. xxviii. 5.

97 I am always apt to fufpeift hiltoiiaiiS and travellers of im-
proving extraordinary fafts into general laws. Animiamis alcribes

a fimilar cuftom to Egypf ; and the Chlnefe have imputed it to the

Tatfin, or Roman empire (de Guignes, Hilt.- des Huns, torn, ii,

pmi. p. 75.).

fomc
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fome Hilt-pits ^^ engaged the Alemanni and the chap.

Burgundians in frequent contefts : the latter were

eafily tennpted, by the fecret folicitations, and

liberal offers, of the emperor ; and their fabu-

lous defcent from the Roman foldiers, who had

formerly been left to garrifon the fortreffcs of

Drufus, was admitted with mutual credulity, as

it was conducive to mutual intereft °'^. An army

of fourfcore thoufand Burgundians foon appeared

on the banks of the Rhine; and impatiently re-

quired the fupport and fubfidies which Valentinian

had promifed : but they were amufed with ex-

cufes and delays, till at length, after a fruitlefs

expecftation, they were compelled to retire. The
arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier

checked the fury of their jufb refentment ; and

their maffacre of the captives ferved to embitter

the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the

Alemanni. The inconftancy of a wife prince

may, perhaps, be explained by fome alteration

of circumftances -, and, perhaps, it was the ori-

ginal defign of Valentinian to intimidate, rather

than to deftroy ; as the balance of power would

have been equally overturned by the extirpation

•5^ Salinarum finiumqiie caufi Alemannis fsepe Jurgabant. Am-
mian, xxvlii. 5. Pofiibly they difputed the poflefTion of the Salt,

a liver which produced fait, and which had been the objeft of ancient

contention. Tacit. Annal. xiii. 57., and Lipfius ad loc.

99 Jam inde temporibus prifcis fobolem fe efie Romanam Burguti-

dii fciunt : and the vague tradition gradually affumcd a more regular

form (Orof. 1. vii. c. 32.). It is annihilated by the decifive autho-

rity of Pliny, who conipofed the hiftory of Drufus, and ferved in

Germany (Plin. Secund. Epift. iii. 5.), within fixty years after the

death of that hero. Germanenim genera quinque; Vindili, quorum

pars Burgundioncif &;c. (Hift. Natur. iv. 2?.)

of



ft§6 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^^A-^"^- of either of the German nations. Amonor the

princes of the Alemanni, Macrianus, who, with a

Roman name, had aflumed the arts of a foldier

and a ftatefman, deferved his hatred and efteem.

The emperor himfelf, with a light and unincum-

bered band, condefcended to pafs the Rhine,

marched fifty miles into the country, and would

infallibly have feized the objedl of his purfuit,

if his judicious meafures had not been defeated

by the impatience of the troops. Macrianus was

afterwards admitted to the honour of a perfonal

conference with the emperor j and the favours

which he received, fixed him, till the hour of his

death, a fleady and fincere friend of the repub-

lic '°\

The Sax- The land was covered by the fortifications of

Valentinian j but the fea coafl of Gaul and Bri-

tain was expofed to the depredations of the Sax-

ons. That celebrated name, in which we have a

dear and domeftic intered, efcaped the notice of

Tacitus J and in the maps of Ptolemy, it faintly

marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric peninfula,

and three fmall iflands towards the mouth of the

"Elbe **". This contradled territory, the prefent

'°° The wars and negociations, relative to the Burgundians and

•Alemanni, are diftinclly related by Ammianus Marcellinus (xxviii.

•5. xxix. 4. XXX. 3.). Orofnis (1. vii. c. 32. )> ^^^ ^^^ Chronicles

of Jerom and Caffiodorius, fix fome dates, and add fome circum-

ftances.

^°^ E^fTov av^iva rue Ktf/.B^iy.ni )C^a-o\xca, Safo'-Ef. At the northern

extremity of the peninfula (the Cimbric promontory of Pliny, iv. 27.)

•'Ptolemy fixes the remnant of the Cimhri. He fills the interval be-

tween the Saxor.s and the Cimbri with fix obfcure tribes, who were

'united, as early as the fixth century, under the national appellation

Mi Danes. See Cluver,' German. Antiq. 1, iii. c. 21, 22, 33.

Duchy

ons
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Duchy of Slefwig, or perhaps of Holftein, was ^^5^^*

incapable of pouring forth the inexhauftible «, i^» !
fwarms of Saxons who reigned over the ocean,

who filled the Britifh ifland with their language,

their laws, and their colonies ; and who fo long

defended the liberty of the North againll the

arms of Charlennagne '°*. The folution of this

difficulty is eafily derived from the fimilar man-

ners, and loofe conflitution, of the tribes of Ger-

many ; which were blended with each other by

the flighteft accidents of war or friendlhip. The
fituation of the native Saxons difpofed them to

embrace the hazardous profeflions of fifhermen

and pirates : and the fuccefs of their firft adven-

tures would naturally excite the emulation of their

braveft countrymen, who were impatient of the

gloomy folitude of their woods and mountains.

Every tide might float down the Elbe whole

fleets of canoes, filled with hardy and intrepid

jaflTociates, who afpired to behold the unbounded

profpedl of the ocean, and to tafle the wealth and

luxury of unknown worlds. It Ihould feem pro-

bable, however, that the moft numerous auxili-

aries of the Saxons were furniHied by the nations

who dwelt along the fiiores of the Baltic. They
poflefied arms and fliips, the art of navigation,

and the habits of naval war^ but the difficulty of

ifluing through the northern columns of Hercu-

101 M. d'Anville (Etabliflement des Etats de TEurope, &c.

p. 19—a6.) has marked the extenfive h'mits of the Saxony of Chai-

icmagne.

les
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les '°^ (which, during fcveral months of the j'ear^

are obftrucled with ice) confined their fkill and

courage within the limits of a fpadious lake*

The rumour of the fuccefsful armaments which

failed from the mouth of the Elbe, would foon

provoke them to crofs the narrow ifthmusof Slef-

wig, and to launch their vefiels on the great fea*

The various troops of pirates and adventurers,

who fought under the fame flandard, were infen-

fibiy united in a permanent fociety, at firft of

rapine, and afterward of governments A mi-

litary confederation was gradually moulded into a

national body, by the gentle operation of mar-

riage and confanguinity J and the adjacent tribes,

who folicited the alliance, accepted the name and

laws, of the Saxons. If the fafl were not efta-

blifhed by the mofl; unqueftionable evidence, wc

Hiould appear to abufe the credulity of our read-

ers, by the defcription of the vefTels in which

the Saxon pirates ventured to fport in the waves

of the German Ocean, the Britifh Channel, and

the Bay of Bifcay. The keel of their large flat-

bottomed boats was framed of light timber>

but the fides and upper works con filled only of

wicker, with a covering of ftrong hides '°*.

In

"05 The fleet of Drufus had failed in their attempt to pafs, or even

to approach, the Scuud (Ryled, from an obvious refemblance, the co-

lumns of Hercules) ; and the naval enterprize was never refumed

(Tacit, de Moribus German, c. 34.). The knowledge which the

Jlomans acquired of the naval powers of the Baltic (c. 44., 45. )> was

obtained by their land journies in fearch of amber.

104 Qnin et Aremoricus piratam Saxona traftiis, > «

Speiabat ; cui pelle falum fulcare Britannum

Ludus J
et affuto glaucum mare findere lembo.

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avlt. ^C^i

8 The
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In the courfe of their flow and diftant naviga- ^^„^^'

tions, they muft always have been expofed to the

.danger, and very frequently to the misfortune,

of Hiipwreck ; and the naval annals of the Sax-

ons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts of

the lofies, which they fuftuined on the coafls of

Britain and Gauh But the daring fpirit of the

pirates braved the perils, both of the fea, and of

the lliore : their fkill was confirmed by the ha-

bits of entcrprize ; the meaneft of their mariners

was alike capable, of handling an oar, of rear-

ing a fail, or of conducting a vefiel j and the

Saxons rejoiced in the appearance of a tempefr,-

which concealed their defign, and difperfed the

fleets of the enemy '°\ After they had acquired

an accurate knowledge of the maritime provinces

of the Weft, they extended the fcene of their

depredations, and the moft fequeftered places had

no reafon to prefume on their fecurity. The
Saxon boats drew fo little water, that they could

eafily proceed fourfcore or an hundred miles up
the great rivers j their weight was fo inconfider-

able, that they were tranfported on waggons

from one river to another j and the pirates who

had entered the mouth of the Seine, or of the

The genius of Cxfav imitated, for a particular fervice, thefe rude,

l)ut iigln, veffels, which were likewife ufed hy the natives of Britain

(Comment, de Bell. Civil, i. 51. and Guichardt, Nouveaux Me-
moires Militaires, torn. ii. p. 4.1,42.). The Britifh veflels would.

now aftonifli the genius of Caefar.

«°5 The beft original account of the Saxon pirates may be foiui-l

5n Sidonius Apollinaris (1. viii. cpift. 6. p. 223. edit. Sirmond.),

»nd the bcft commentary In the Abbe du Bos (Hift. Critique de la

Monarchic Francoife, 8cc. torn, i. 1. i. c. 16, p. 14.8---155. See

likewife p. 77, 78.).

Vol. IV. y Rhine,
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Rhine, might defcend, with the rapid flrcam of
the Rhone, into the Mediterranean. Under the

A.D.371. reign of V^alentinian, the maritinae provinces of

Gaul were affiifted by the Saxons : a military

count was ftationed for the defence of the fea-

coaftj or Armorican limit ; and that officer, who
found his llrength, or his abilities, unequal to

the tafk, implored the affiftance of Severus,

mafter-general of the infantry. The Saxons,

furrounded and out- numbered, were forced to

relinquifh their fpoil, and to yield a fele(5l band

of their tall and robuft youth to ferve in the

Imperial armies. They ftipulated only a fafe

and honeurable retreat : and the condition was

readily granted by the Roman general i who me~
ditated an aft of perfidy '°^, imprudent as it was

inhuman, while a Saxon remained alive, and in

arms, to revenge the fate of his countrymen.

The premature eagernefs of the infantry, who

were fecretly polled in a deep valley, betrayed

the ambufcade ; and they would perhaps have

fallen the viclims of their own treachery, if a

large body of cuirafiiers, alarmed by the noife

of the combat, had not haftily advanced to extri-

cate their companions, and to overwhelm the

undaunted valour of the Saxons. Some of the«

prifoners were faved from the edge of the fword,

to filed their blood in the amphitheatre : and the

orator Symmachus complains, that twenty-nine

of thofe defperate favages, by flrangling them-

'-S Ammian (xxvlii. 5.) juftifies this breach of faith to pirates

and robbers 5 and Orofius (1. vii. c. 32.) more clearly exprefles

their real guilt} vktute atque agilitate terribiles.

felves
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felves with their own hands, had difappointed the <^ H A P.
XXV

amufement of the public. Yet the polite and '_t

philofophic citizens of Rome were imprefTed

with the deepeft horror, when they were inform-

ed, that the Saxons confecrated to the ^ods the

tythe of their human fpoil ; and, that they afcer-

tained by lot the objefts of the barbarous facri-

fice •°^

II. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and n. Bri.

Trojans, of Scandinavians and Spaniards, which xhrscote

flattered the pride, and amufed the credulity, of^^^'^^*

our rude anceflors, have infenfibly vanished in

the light of fcience and philofophy '°^ The pre-

fent age is fatisfied with the fimple and rational

opinion, that the iflands of Great Britain and

Ireland were gradually peopled from the adjacent

continent of Gaul. From the coaft of Kent, to

the extremity of Caithnefs and Ulfter, the me-'

mory of a Celtic origin was diflindly preferved,

in the perpetual refemblance of language, of

religion, and of manners : and the peculiar cha-

raflers of the Britifh tribes, might be naturally

afcribed to the influence of accidental and local

*°7 Symmaclius (1. ii. epift. 46,) ftill prefumes to mention the

facred names of Socrates and philofophy. Sidonius, bifhop of Cler-

mont, might condemn (1. viii. epiil. 6.), with /f/i inconfiftency, the

I

human facrifices of the Saxons.

!
»°8 In the beginning of the laft century, the learned Cambdenwas

i obliged to undermine, with refpeftful fcepticifm, the romance of

Brutus, the Trojan ; who is now buried, in filent oblivion, with Scota,

the daughter of Pharoah, and her numerous progeny. Yet I am

informed, that fome champions of the Mi/efian colony may ftill be

found among the original natives of Ireland. A people dinatisfied

with their prefent condition, grafp at any vifions of their paft or fu-

ture glory.

U 2 circum-
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^?'v^* c^^cumftances "'. The Roman province was

reduced to the ftate of civilized and peaceful fer-

vitude : the rights of favage freedom were con-

trafted to the narrow limits of Caledonia. The
inhabitants of that northern region were divided,

as early as the reign of Conftantine, between the

two great tribes of the Scots and of the Picts "%

who have fmce experienced a very different for-

tune. The power, and almoft the memory, of

the Pi6ls, have been extinguifhed by their fuc-

cefsful rivals j and the Scots, after maintaining

for ages the dignity of an independent kingdom,

have multiplied, by an equal and voluntary

union, the honours of the Englifh name. The
hand of nature had contributed to mark the an-

cient diftindion of the Scots and Pifls. The

^°9 Tacitus, or rather his father-in-law Agrlcola, might remark

the German or Spanifh complexion of feme Britifh tribes. But it

was their foher deliberate opinion. " In univerfum tamen scfti-

" manti Gallos vicinum folum. occupaiTe credibile eft. Eoioim facra

" deprehendas , . . fermo haud multum diverfus (in Vit. Agricol,

* c. xi.)." Cjefar had obferved their common religion (Comment,

de Bello Gallico, vi. 13.); and in his time, the emigration from

the Belgic Gaul was a recent, or at leall an hiftorical event (v. 10.).

Cambden, the BritiOi Strabo, has m.cdeftly afcertained our genuine

antiquities (Britannia, vol. i. Introducllon, p. ii—xxxi).

"0 In the dark and doubtful paths of Caledonian antiquity, I

have chofeu for my guides two learned and ingenious Highlanders,

whom their birth and education had peculiarly qualified for that

office. See, Critical Difl'erlations on the Origin, Antiquities, &c.

of the Caledonians, by Dr. John Macpherfon, London, 1768, ia

4.to. ; and, Introduftion to the Hirtory of Great Britain and Ireland,

by James Macpherfon, Efq; London, 1773, in 4.10. third edit. Dr^

Macpherfon was a rainifler in the Ifle of Sky : and it is a circum-
I

(lance honourable for the prcfent age, that a work, replete with

.

erudition and criticifjn, fliould have been compofcd in the moil re*!

mote of the Hebrides,

former!
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former were the men of the hills, and the latter ^^^^ ^'

thofe of the plain. The eaftern coait of Cale-

donia may be confidered as a level and fertile

country, which, even in a rude ftate of tillage,

was capable of producing a confiderable quantity

of corn : and the epithet of cruitnichj or wheat-

eaters, expreflld the contempt, or envy, of the

carnivorous highlander. The cultivation of the

earth might introduce a more accurate feparation

of property, and the habits of a fedentary life ;

but the love of arms and rapine was flill the rul-

ing paOlon of the Pidls : and their warriors, who

ftripped themfelves for a day of battle, were

dillinguifhed, in the eyes of the Romans, by the

ftrange fafliion of painting their naked bodies,

with gaudy colours and fantaftic figures. The
•weftern part of Caledonia irregularly rifes into

wild and barren hills, which fcarcely repay the

toil of the hufbandman, and are mod profitably

ufcd for the pafture of cattle. The highlanders

•were condemned to the occupations of fhepherds

and hunters; and, as they feldom were fixed to

any permanent habitation, they acquired the ex-

prefTive name of Scots, which, in the Celtic

tongue, is faid to be equivalent to that of wan-
dcrersj or v^granls. The inhabitants of a barren

land v/ere urged to feek a frefli fupply of food in

the waters. The deep lakes and bays which in-

terre6l their country, are plentifully flored with

fifh 3 and they gradually ventured to caft their

nets in the waves of the ocean. The vicinity

of the Hebrides, fo profufely fcattcred along the"

U 3 weftern
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^ !}J^r^' weflern coafl: of Scotland, tempted their curiofity,

and improved their fkill i and they acquired, by^

flow degrees, the art, or rather the habit, of

managing their boats in a tempeftuous fea, and

of fleering their noclurnal courfe by the light of

the well-known ftars. The two bold headlands

of Caledonia almoft touch the fhores of a fpa-

cious ifland, which obtained, from its luxuriant

vegetation, the epithet of Green; and has pre-

ferved, with a flight alteration, the name of Erin,

or lerne, or Ireland, It \s probable^ that in fome

remote period of antiquity, the fertile plains of

Ulfter received a colony of hungry Scots j and

that the fl:rangers of the North, who had dared

to encounter the arms of the legions, fpread their

ponqueflis over the favage and unwarlike natives

of a folitary ifland. It is certaht^ that, in the

declining age of the Roman empire, Caledonia,

Ireland, and the Ifle of Man, were inhabited by

the Scots J and that the kindred tribes, who

were often aflbciated in military enterprize, were

deeply affecled by the various accidents of their

mutual fortunes. They long cheriflied the lively

tradition of their common name and origin :

and the miflionaries of the Ifle of Saints, who

diffufed the light of Chriftianity over North Bri-

tain, eftabliflied the vain opinion, that their Irifli

countrymen were the natural, as well as fpiritual,

fathers of the Scottifli race. The loofe and ob-

fcure tradition has been preferved by the vene-

rable Bede, who fcattered fome rays of light over

|he darknefs of the eighth century. On this

flight
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{li2;ht foundation, an hu^e fuperftruflure of fable Chap.

was gradually reared, by the bards, and the - , - /

monks; two orders of men, who equally abufed

the privilege of fiction. The Scottifh nation,

with miftaken pride, adopted their Irifli genea-

logy : and the annals of a long line of imaginary

kings have been adorned by the fancy of Boe-

thius, and the clafllc elegance of Buchanan "'.

Six years after the death of Conftantine, the Th^ir ]n-

. vaiion oi
deflrudlive inroads of the Scots and Picls requir- Eritain,

cd the prefencc of his youngell fon, who reigned .,._^sc,

in the weflern empire. Conftans vifited his

Britifh dominions : but we may form fome efti-

mate of the importance of his atchievements, by

the language of panegyric, which celebrates only

»«' The Irifh defcent of the Scots hns been revived, in the laft

aioments of its decriy, and ftrenuoufly fupported, by the Rev. Mr.
Whitaker (Hift. of Mnnchefter, vol. i. p. 430, 431. ; and Genuine

Hiftory of the Britons afferted, &c. p. 154— 193.). Yet he acknow-

ledges, 1. T/biit the Scots of Ammianus Marcellinns (A. D. 340.)

were already fettled in Caledonia j and tliat the Roman authors do

not afford any hints of their emigration from another country, z.

That all the accounts of fuch emigrations, which have been afierted,

or received, by Irifn bards, Scotch hiftorians, or Englifh antiqua-

ries (Buchanan, Cambden, Uilier, Stillingfleet, &c.), are totally -

fabulous. 3. That three of the Irifh tribes, which are mentioned by

Ptolemy (A. D. 150.), were of Caledonian extraction. 4. That

a younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the houfe of Fingal,

acquired and poiUjlfcd the monarchy of Ireland. After thefe con-

ceiTions, the remaining difference between Mr. Whitaker and his

adverfaries is minute and obfcure. The genuine kijlcry, which he pro-

*luces, of a Fergus, the coufm of Offian, who was tranfplanted

(A. D. 320.) from Ireland to Caledonia, is built on a conjeftural

fupplcment to the Erfe poetry ; and the feeble evidence of Richard

of Cirencefter, a monk of the fourteenth century. The lively fpirit

ofthe learned and ingenious antiquarian has tempted hin; lo forget the

l^ture of a qucltionj which he fo vehemently debates, ar-tl fu alfjlutely

4e(i(ies.

U4 .his
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^ILf^r'^' his triumoh over the elements ; or, in otherXXV. •^
'

words^ the good fortune of a fafe and eafy paf-

fage, froni the port of Boulogne to the harbour

of Sandwich *'*. The calamities which the af^

fiided provincials continued to experience, from

foreign- war and domeftic tyranny, v/ere aggra-

vated by the feeble and corrupt adminiftration of

the eunuchs of Conftantius ; and the tranfient

relief which they might obtain from the virtues -

of Julian, was foon loft by the abfence and death

of their benefadlor. The fums of gold and fil-

ver, which had been painfully collected, or libe-

rally tranfmitted, for the payment of the troops

were intercepted by the avarice of the command-

ers ; difcharges, or, at leaft, exemptions, from

the military fcrvice, were publicly fold ; the

diltrefs of the foldiers, who were injurioufly de-

prived of their legal and fcanty fubfiilence, pro-

voked them to frequent defertion ; the nerves of

difcipline were relaxed, and the highways were

infefted with robbers "\ The opprefTion of the

good, and the impunity of the wicked, equally

contributed to diftufe through the ifland a fpirit

pf difcontent and revolt j and every ambitious

fubjedl, every defperate exile, might entertain a

reaibnable hope of fubverting the weak and dif-

''* Hyeme tumentes ac fccvientes undas calcailis OceanI Tub remis

yeilris ; . . . iniperatam imperatoris f.icieni Britannus expavit,

Julius Firmicus Maternus cie Eirore Profan. Relig. p. 464. edit.

Gronov. ad calcem Minuc. Y-xl. See Tillemont (Hift. des Erape-

jreurs, torn. iv. p. 336.).

"5 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. xxxix. p. 164. This curious

paflage has efcaped the diligence of our Sritiih antiquaries.

trailed
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tr.i61ed government of Britain. The hoftile tribes ^^^^•
of the North, who detefted the pride and power

of the King of the World, fufpended their do-

meftic feuds j and the Barbarians of the land and

ka, the Scots, the Pifts, and the Saxons, fpread

rhemfelves, with rapid and irrefiftible fury, from

the wall of Antoninus to the Ihores of Kent.

Every produ(5lion of art and nature, every objedl

of convenience or luxury, which they were in-

capable of creating by labour, or procuring by

trade, was accumulated in the rich and fruitful

province of Britain "*. A philofopher may de-

plore the eternal difcord of the humian race, but

he will confefs, that the defire of fpoil is a more

rational provocation than the vanity of (?onquefl:.

From the age of Conftantine to that of the Plan-

tagenets, this rapacious fpirit continued to in-

ftigate the poor and hardy Caledonians : but the

fame people, whofe generous humanity fecms to

infpire the fongs of Offian, was difgraced by a

favage ignorance of the virtues of peace, and of

the laws of war. Their fouthern neighbours have

felt, and perhaps exaggerated, the cruel depre-

dations of the Scots and Fids '"
: and a valiant

"•l^ The Caledonians praifed and coveted the gold, the fteeds, the

lights, &c. of thnjlravger. See Dr. Blair's Diifertation on Ofilan,

vol. ii. p. 34.3 J and Mr. Macpherfon's Introduftion, p. 242—286'.

"S Lord Littleton has circumftantlally related (Hiftory of Henry
IL vol. i. p. 182.), and Sir David Dalrymple has llighily men-
tioned (Annals of Scotland, vol. i. p. 69.), a barbarous inroad of

the Scots, at a time (A. D. 1137.) when law, religion, and fociety

jpuii have fottencd their primitive manners.

tribe
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\^v ^' ^^'^'^^ of Caledonia, the Attacotti "*, the enemies,

»—v-—
' and afterwards the foldiers, of Valentinian, arc

accufed, by an eye-witnefs, of delighting in the

tafte of human fiefh. "When they hunted the

woods for prey, it is faid, that they attacked the

ihepherd rather than his flock i and that they

curioufly felefled the mod delicate and brawny

parts, both of males and females, which they

prepared for their horrid repafl:s *'^ If, in the

neighbourhood of the commercial and literary

town of Glafgow, a race of cannibals has really

cxiiled, we may contemplate, in the period of

the Scottifli hiftory, the oppofite extremes of fa-

vage and civilifed life. Such reflections tend to

enlaro;e the circle of our ideas; and to encourage

the pleaflng hope, that New Zealand may pro-

duce, in fome future age, the Hume of the

Southern Hemifphere.

Reftora- Evcry meflengcr who efcaped acrofs the Britilh

tionofBn- channel, conveyed the mofl: melancholy and
tajn by ' '

^
•'

Theodo- alarming tidings to the ears of Valentinian j and

A. D. the emperor was foon informed, that the two
3.7—370.

j^jjjj.^j.y commanders of the province had been

furprifed and cut ofl^ by the Barbarians. Severus,

»«* Attacotti bcllicofa hominum natlo. Amrnian. xxvii. 8.

Cambden (Introduft. p. c'ii.) has reftored their true name in the

textof Jerom. Tlie hands of Attacotti, which Jerom had feen in

Gaul, were afterv/r.rds ftatloneJ in Italy and Ulyrlcum (Notitia,

'S. viii. xxxlx. y.l.].

»i7 Cum ipfe adolefcentu'.us in Gallic, viderim Attacottos (or Sco«

tos) gentcm Britannicam humanis vefci carnibus ; et cum per iilvas

porcorum greges, et armentorum pecudumquc reperiant, paftorum vatet

el: femiaarum pafillas folere ablcindere; et has folas ciborum delicias

arbitrari. Such is the evidence of Jerom (torn, ii. p. 75.)^ whofe

vTraclty I find no jxafon to queiiion.

count
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K
count of the domeftics, was haftily difpatched, c ^ A P.

and as fuddenly recalled, by the court of Treves, v ,,-'»

The reprefentations of Jovinus ferved only to

indicate the greatnefs of the evil ; and, after a

long and ferious confultation, the defence, or

rather the recovery, of Britain, was entrufled to

the abilities of the brave Theodofius. The ex-

ploits of that general, the father of a line of

emperors, have been celebrated, with peculiar

connplacency, by the writers of the age: but his

real merit deferved their applaufe; and his no-

mination was received, by the army and province,

as a fure prefage of approaching victory. He
feized the favourable moment of navigation, and

fecurely landed the numerous and veteran bands

of the Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians and the

Vidors. In his march from Sandwich to Lon-

don, Theodofius defeated feveral parties of the

Barbarians, releafed a multitude of captives, and,

after diftributing to his foldiers a fmall portion

of the fpoil, eftablilhed the fame of difinterefled

juftice, by the reftitution of the remainder to the

rightful proprietors. The citizens of London,

who had almoft defpaired of their fafety, threv/

open their gates ; and as foon as Theodofius had

obtained from the court of Treves the important

aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor,

he executed, with wifdom and vigour, the labo-

rious taflv of the deliverance of Britain. The
vagrant foldiers were recalled to their ftandard

;

an edidt of amnefty difpelled the public appre-

henfionsj and his cheerful example alleviated the

rigour
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XXV.
" rjgc>'-^f of martial difciphne. The fcattered and

w—»r~-' defukory warfare of the Barbarians, who infefled

the land and fea, deprived hiiii of the glory of a'

fignal vidory ; but the prudent fpirit, and con-

fummate art, of the Roman general, were dif-

A.D.36?. played in the operations of two campaigns,
*" ^ ^' which fucceflively refcued every part of the pro-

vince from the hands of a cruel and rapacious

enemy. The Iplendour of the cities, and the fe--

curity of the fortifications, were diligently reftor-

cd, by the paternal care of Theodofius : who
with a flrong hand confined the trembling Cale-*

donians to the northern angle of the ifland ; and

perpetuated, by the name and fettlement of the

, new province of Falentidt the glories of the reiga

of Valentinian "^ The voice of poetry and

panegyric may add, perhaps with fome degree of

truth, that the unknown regions of Thule were

ftained with the blood of the Pids j that the

oars of Theodofius daihed the waves of the Hy-
perborean ocean ; and that the diltant Orkneys

were the fcene of his naval viclory over th«r

Saxon pirates '". He left the province with a

fair,

^'^ Ammianus has conciTely repiefented (xx. i. xxvi. 4. xxviv
8. xxviii. 3/) the whole feries ot the Bilti fn war. ">

*19 Horrefcit .... ratibus . . . impcrvia Thulc.

Ille .... nee falfo nomine Pi6los r

Edomuit. Scotiimque vago miicrone ftcutus

Fi'cgit Hypeiboreas remis audacibus undas.

Claudian, in iii. Conf. Honorii, ver. 53, &c.

— Maduerunt Saxone fufo

Orcades : incahiit Pi^lcnim fanguinc Thule.

Scotoium cumulos flevit glacialis lerne.

In iv. Ccnf. Kon. ver. 31, Sec.

' Ssc
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fair, as well as fplendid, reputation : and was chap.

immediately promoted to the rank of mafter- . .

^ j

general of the cavalry, by a prince, who could

applaud, without envy, the merit of his fervants.

In the important ftation of the upper Danube,

the conqueror of Britain checked and defeated

the armies of the Alemanni, before he was chofen

to fupprefs the revolt of Africa.

III. The prince who refufes to be the judge, iii.Afri-

inftrufls his people to confider him astheaccom- Tyi-annyof

plice, of his minifters. The military command Ro^anus,
*

.r A.D.366,
of Africa had been long exercifed by Count &c.

Romanus, and his abilities were not inadequate

to his ftation : but as fordid intereft was the fole

motive of his condafl, he acled, on moft occa-

fions, as if he had been the enemy of the pro-

vince, and the friend of the Barbarians of the

defert. The three fiourifhing cities of Oea,

Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the name of

Tripoli, had long conftituted a fcederal union "%
were obliged, for the firft time, to jfhut their gates

againft a hoftile invafion^ fcveral of their moft

honourable citizens were fiirprifed and m.aflacredi

the villages, and even the fuburbs, were pH-

Seelfkewife Pacatus (in Panegyr, Vet. xii. 5.). But it is not eafy

to appreciate the intfinfic value of flattery and metaphor. Comptre
the £r////2i victories ot Bolanus (Statius, Silv. v. 2,) with his real

character (Tacit, in Vit. Agrlcol. c. 16.).

1*° Ammianus frequently mentions their concilium annuum,
legitimum, Sec, Leptis and Sabrata are long fmce ruined ; but the

city of Oea, the native country of Apuleius, ftili flouriflies under the

provincial denomination oi Tripoli. See Cellarius (Geograph. Anti-

qua, torn. ii. part ii. p. 81.), D'Anville (Geographic Ancienne,

torn. jii. p. 71, 72.), and Marmol (Afrique, torn. ii. p. 562.)'

8 laged i
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^:Scv^* ^^S^^ > ^ncl the vines and fruit-trees of that ricfl

territory were extirpated by the malicious favages

of Getulia, The unhappy provincials implored

the protection of Romanus j but they foon found
that their military governor was not lefs cruel

and rapacious than the Barbarians. As they were
incapable of furnifhing the four thoufand camels,

and the exorbitant prefent, which he required,

before he would march to the afllflance of Tri-

poli ; his demand was equivalent to a refufal,

and he might juftly be accufed as the author of
the public calamity. In the annual alTembly of
the three cities, they nominated two deputies,

to lay at the feet of Valentinian the cuftomary

offering of a gold vidtory; and to accompany this

tribute, of duty, rather than of gratitude, with

their humble complaint, that they were ruined

by the enemy, and betrayed by their governor.

If the feverity of Valentinian had been rightly

directed, it would have fallen on the guilty head

of Romanus. But the Count, long exercifed in

the arts of corruption, had difpatched a fwift and

trufty mefTenger to fecure the venal friend(hip of

Remigius, mafter of the offices. The wifdom
of the Imperial council was deceived by artificer

and their honeft indignation was cooled by delay.

At length, when the repetition of complaint had

been juftified by the repetition of public misfor-

tunes, the notary Palladius was fent from the

court of Treves, to examine the flate of Africa,

and the condu6t of Romanus. The rigid im-

partiality of Palladius was eafily difarmed : he

5 was
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(vas tempted to referve for hiinfelf a part of the

public treafure, which he brought with him for

the payment of the troops ; and from the moment

that he was confcious of his own guilt, he could

no longer refufe to attefl the innocence and merit

of the Count. The charge of the Tripolitans

was declared to be falfe and frivolous ; and Pal-

ladius himfelf was fent back from Treves to

Africa, with a fpecial commilTion, to difcover

and profecute the authors of this impious con-

fpiracy againft the reprefentatives of the fovereign.

His enquiries were managed with fo m.uch dex-

terity and fuccefs, that he compelled the citizens

of Leptis, who had fuftained a recent fiege of

eight days, to contradid the truth of their own

decrees, and to cenfure the behaviour of their

own deputies. A bloody fentence was pronoun-

ced, without hefitation, by the rafh and headftrong

cruelty of Valentinian. The prefident of Tri-

poli, who had prefumed to pity the diftrefs of

the province, was publicly executed at UticaJ

four diftinguifhed citizens were put to death, as

the accomplices of the imaginary fraud j and the

tongues of two others were cut out, by the ex-

prefs order of the emperor. Romanus, elated

by impunity, and irritated by refiftance, was

ftill continued in the military command j till the

Africans were provoked, by his avarice, to join

the rebellious ftandard of Firmus, the Moor '".

>»i Ammlan. xviii. 6. Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v.

p. 25. 676.) has difcuffed the chronological difficulties of the hiftoiy

of Count Romanus.

His

CHAP.
XXV.
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^'Jt^ ^' His father Nabal was one of the richefl: andXXV.
I-—^,—J mon: powerful of the MooriOi princes, who ac-..

rfrmus^^
knowledged the fupremacy of Rome. But as h€

.

A.D. 372. left, either by his wives or concubines, a very

numerous pollerity, the wealthy inheritance was
eagerly difputed j and Zamma, one of his fonSy

was flain in a domeftic quarrel by his brother

Firmus. The implacable zeal, with which Ro-
manus profecuted the legal revenge of this mur-

der, could be afcribed only to a motive of ava-

rice, or perfonal hatred : but, on this occafion,

his claims were juft j his influence was weightyj.

and Firmus clearly underftood, that he mull

cither prefent his neck to the executioner, or ap-

^ peal from the fentence of the Imperial confilloryy

to his fword, and to the people '", He was

received as the deliverer of his country -, and, as

foon as it appeared, that Romanus was formid-

able only to a fubmiiTive province, the tyrant of

Africa became the objed of univerfal contempt.

The ruin of Csfarea, which was plundered and

burnt by the licentious Barbarians, convinced the

refra<5lory cities of the danger of refiftance j the

power of Firmus was eftablifhed, at lead in the.

provinces of Mauritania and Numidia j and it

feemed to be his only doubt, whether he fhould

afliime the diadem of a Moorifh king, or the:

purple of a Roman emperor. But the imprudent

»ii The chronology of Ammianus Is loofe and obfcme : and

Orofius (l.vii. c. 33. p. 551. edit. Havercamp.) feems to place the

revolt of Firmus after the deaths of Valentinian and Valens. Til-

lemo.nt (Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 691.) endeavours to pick hir

way. The patient and fure-footed mule of the Alps may be trufted

ia the moft flippery paths.

and
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ahd unhappy Africans foon difcovered, that, /in CHAP,

tiiis ralli infurredlion, they had not fufBciently u—v——

'

confiilted their own flrength, or the abilities of

their leader. Before he could procure any cer-

tain intelligence, that the emperor of the Weft

had fixed the choice of a j^cnerah or that a fleet

of tranfports was colle6led at the mouth of the

Rhone, he was fuddenly informed, that the great Theodo-

Theodofius, with a fmall band of veterans, had vers AfVi-

landed near Is-ilo-ilis, or GiGferi, on the African ^^' r,^ o ' ^
o ' A. D. 373.

coaflj and the timid ufurper funk under the af-

cendant of virtue and military genius. Though

Firmus poflefied arms and treafures, his defpair

of vidory immediately reduced him to the ufe of

thofe arts, which, in the fame country, and in a'

fimilar fituation, had formerly been pra6lifed by

the crafty Jugurtha. He attempted to deceive,

by an apparent fubmiffion, the vigilance of the

Roman general j to feduce the fidelity of his

troops i and to protraifl the duration of the war,

by fucceffively engaging the independent tribes

cf Africa to efpoufe his quarrel, or to protect his

^ight. Theodofius imitated the example, and

obtained the fuccefs, of his predecefibr Metel-

liis. When Firmus, in the character of a fup-

pliant, accufed his own rafhnefs, and humbly

folicited the clemency of the emperor, the lieu-

tenant of Valcntinian received and difmilT^d him

with a friendly em.bracej but he diligently re-

quired the ufeful and fubftantial pledges of a fin-

cere repentance ; nor could he be perfuaded,

by the affu ranees of peace, to fufpend, for an

Vol. IV. X initant,
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'^* i"^^"^ ^^^ operations of an adive war. A dark

confpiracy was detcdted by the penetration of

Theodofius j and he fatisfied, without much re-

luftance, the public indignation, which he had

fecretly excited. Several of the guilty accom-

plices of Firmus were abandoned, according to

ancient cuftom, to the tumult of a military exe-

cution j many more, by the amputation of both

their hands, continued to exhibit an inftru6live

fpecftacle of horror ; the hatred of the rebels was*

accompanied with fear -, and the fear of the Ro-

man foldiers was mingled with refpc(flful admi-"

ration. Amidft the boundlefs plains of Getulia,

and the innumerable vallies of Mount Atlas, it

was impoffible to prevent the efcape of Firmus

:

and if the ufurper could have tired the patience

of his antagonift, he would have fecured his per-

fon in the depth of fome remote folitude, and

expeifled the hopes of a future revolution. He
was fubducd by the perfeverance of Theodofius

;,

who had formed an inflexible determination,

that the war fhould end only by the death of the

tyrant, and that every nation of Africa, which

prefumed to fnpport his caufe, fhould be involved,

in his ruin. At the head of a fmall body of

troops, which feldom exceeded three thoufand

five hundred men, the Roman general advanced,

with a fteady prudence, devoid of rafhnefs, or of

fear, into the heart of a country, where he was

fometimes attacked by armies of twenty thoufand

Moors. The boldnefs of his charge difmayed

the irregular Barbarians ; they were difconcerted

bjr
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by his feafonable and orderly retreats ; they were chap.
continually baffled by the unknown refources of

the military arts and they felt and confeffed the

juft fuperiority which was aflumed by the leader

of a civilifed nation. When Theodofius entered

the extenfive dominions of Igmazen, king of the

Ifaflenfes, the haughty lavage required, in words
of defiance, his name, and the objeft of his ex-

pedition. " I am, replied the ftern and difdain-

" ful count, I am the general of Valentinian, the

" lord of the world j who has fent me hither to
*' purfue and punilli a defperate robber. Deli-
"^ ver him inftantly into my hands j and be af-

" fured, that if thou doft not obey the commands
*^ of my invincible fovereign, thou, and the peo-
" pie over whom thou reigneft, fhali be utterly
" extirpated." As foon as Igmazen was fatisfied,

that his enemy had ftrength and refolution to

execute the fatal menace, he confented to pur-
chafe a neceffary peace by the facrifice of a guilty

fugitive. The guards that were placed to fecure

the perfon of Firmus, deprived him of the hopes
of efcapej and the Moorifh tyrant, afcer wine
,had extinguiflied the fenfe of danger, difappoint-

ed the infuking triumph of the Romans, by
ftrangling himfelf in the night. His dead body,

the only prefent which Igmazen could offer to

the conqueror, was carelefly thrown upon a

camel : and Theodofius, leading back his vic-

torious troops to Sidfi, was faluted by the warm-
eft acclamations of joy and loyalty "\

'*5 Ammian. xxix. 5. The text of this long chapter (fifteen

quarto pages) is broken and corrupted ; and the n:ai?.tlve is peiplex-

ed by the want of chronological and geographical land-maiks.

X 2 Africa
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^ 1?-^,^* Africa had been loft by the vices of Romanus

;

i>—V-—' It was reftored by the virtues of Theodofius :

cuttd a^' ^^^ ^^'* curiofity may be ufefuUy direfled to

Carthage, the inquiry of the refpedive treatment, which

the two generals received from the Imperial

court. The authority of Count R.omanus had

been fufpended by the mafler-general of the

cavalry j and he was committed to fafe and ho-

nourable cuftody till the end of the war. His

crimes were proved by the moft authentic evi-

dence} and the public expected, with fome im-

patience, the decree of fevere juftice. But the

partial and powerful favour of Mellobaudes en-

couraged him to challenge his legal judges, to

obtain repeated delays for the purpofe of pro-

curing a crowd of friendly witneffes, and, finally,

to cover his guilty condudl, by the additional

guilt of fraud and forgery. About the fame

time, the reftorer of Britain and Africa, on a

vague fufpicion that his name and fervices were

fuperior to the rank of a fubjedt, was ignomini-

oufly beheaded at Carthage. Valentinian no

longer reigned ; and the death of Theodofius,

as well as the impunity of Romanus, mayjuftly

be imputed to the arts of the miniflers who abufed

the confidence, and deceived the inexperienced

youth, of his fons '^*.

State of If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had

been fortunately bellowed on the Britifh exploits

of Theodofius, we fhould have traced, with eager

^^4 Ammianus, xxviii. 4., Orofms, 1. vii. c. 33. p. 551, 552,

Jcrom, in Chron. p. 187.

curiofity,

Africa

.
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curiofity, the diftind and domeftic footileps of
^-J^v.^'

his march. But the tedious enumeration of the

unknown and uninterefting tribes of Africa may-

be reduced to the general remark, that they were

all of the fvvarthy race of the Moors ; that they

inhabited the back fettlements of the Mauritanian

and Numidian provinces, the country, as they

have fince been termed by the Arabs, of dates

and of locufts '^'
; and that, as the Roman

power declined in Africa, the boundary of civil-

iled manners and cultivated land was infenfibly

contradled. Beyond the utmofl: limits of the

Moors, the vaft and inhofpitable defert of the

South extends above a thoufand miles to the

banks of the Niger. The ancients, who had a

very faint and imperfefl knowledge of the great

peninfula of Africa, were fometimes temjpted to

believe, that the torrid zone muft ever remain

dellitute of inhabitants "^
: and they fometimes

amuied their fancy by filling the vacant fpace

with headlefs men, or rather monfters ''^
; with

»iS Leo Africanus (in the Viaggi di Rarauiio, torn. i. fol. 78—
83.) has traced a curious pI6hire of the people and the country;

which are more minutely defcribed in the Afiique de Marmol.

torn. iii. p. I— 54.

ii6 This uninhabitable zone was gradually reduced, by the im-

provements of ancient geography, from foity-fiye, to twenty-four,

or even fixteen, degrees of latitude. See a learned and judicious

note of Dr. Robertfon, Kift. of America, vol. i. p. 426.

'^7 Intra, fi credere libet, vix jam homines et magis femiferi . . .

Blemmyes, Satyri, &c. Pomponius Mela, i. 4.. p. 26. edit. Vofl".

in 8vo. Winy f>bi!ofofbica//y explains (vi. 35.) the irregularities of

j^ature, which he had aeduhufy admitted (v. 8.).

X 3 horoed
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^
xxyf'

^°^"^^ ^"d cloven-footed fatyrs'"; with fabulous

'

—

y
—

' centaurs '*'
; and Vv'ith human pygmies, who

waged a bold and doubtful warfare againft the

cranes '^". Carthage would have trembled at the

flrange intelligence, that the countries, on either

fide of the equator, were filled with innumerable

nations, who differed only in their colour from

the ordinary appearance of the human fpecies

;

and the fubje^ls of the Roman empire might have

anxioufly cxpe<5led, that the fwarms of Barba-

rians, which iiTued from the North, would foon

be encountered from the South, by new fwarms

of Barbarians, equally fierce, and equally for-

midable. Thefe gloomy terrors would indeed

have been difpelled by a more intimate acquaint-

ance with the charafler of their African enemies.

The inaftion of the negroes does not feem to be

^-^ If the fatvr was the Orang-outang, the great human ape

(EufTon, Hift. Nat. torn. xiv. p. 4.3, &c.), one of that fpecies might

2ifiually be flievvn aiive at Alexandi'ia in the reign of Conftantine.

Yet fome difficulty will ftill remain about the converfation which St.

Anthony held with one of thefe pious favages in the defert of The-

bais (Jerom. in Vit. Paul. Eremit. torn. i. p. 238.).

'^9 St. Anthony likewife met one of iL^fe monfters ; whofe ex-

igence was feriouily afferted by the emperor Claudius. The public

laughed ; but his prsefeft of Egypt had the addrefs to fend an artful

preparation, the embalmed corpfe cf an Hiffocentaur ; which was pre-

\ fcrved almoH; a century afterwards in the Imperial palace. See Pliny

^. (Hill. Natur. vii. 3.), and the judicious oblervations of Freret

(Memoir'ss de TAcad. torn. vii. p. 321, &c.).

•?" The fable of the pigmies is as old as Homer (Iliad, iii. 6.).

The pygmies of India and .Ethiopia were (trifpithami) twenty-feven

inches higli. Every fpring their cavalry (mounted on rams and

goats) marched, in battle array, to deftroy the cranes eggs, aliter

(fays Pliny) futuris gregibus non refifti. Their houfes were built

of mud, feathers, and egg-fliells. See Pliny (vi. 35. vii. a.) and

Strabo (1. ii. p. 121.).

7 the



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5IX

the effect, either of their virtue, or of their pu- c hap.

fillanimity. Tliey indulge, like the reft of man- . ^^«,^

kind, their pafBons and appetites j and the adja-

cent tribes are engaged in frequent a6ls of hofti-

lity '^'. But their rude ignorance has never

invented any effetftual weapons of defence, or of

deftruftion j they appear incapable of forming

any extenfive plans of government, or conqueftj

and the obvious inferiority of their mental facul-

ties has been difcovered and abufed by the

nations of the temperate zone. Sixty thoufand

blacks are annually embarked from the coaft of

Guinea, never to return to their native country ;

but they are embarked in chains '^^
: and this

,conftant emigration, which, in the fpace of two

centuries, might have furniflied armies to over-

run the globe, accufes the guilt of Europe, and

the weaknefs of Africa.

IV. The ignominious treaty, which faved the iv. The

army of Jovian, had been faithfully executed on ?-f^^p

the fide of the Romans : and as they had folemnly ^^^ ^ar,

A. D.
renounced the fovereignty and alliance of Ax- :65—378.

menia and Iberia, thofe tributary kingdoms were

expofcd, without protection, to the arms of the

Perfian monarch '", Sapor entered the Arme-
'5' The third and fourth volumes of the valuable Hiftoire des

Voyages defcribe the prefent ftate of the negroes. The nations of

the fea-coaft have been poliflied by European commerce ; and thofe

of the inland country have been improved by Moorifh colonies.

151 Hiftoire Philofophiquc et Politique, &c. tom. iv. ^ 192.

iJJ The evidence of Ammianus is original and decifive (xxvii.

zz.). Mofes of Chorene (1. iii. c. 17. p. 449. and c. 34. p, 269.),

and Procopius (dc Bcii. Perfico, 1. i. c. 5. p. 17. edit. Louvre),

have been coiifulted : but thofe hlftorians, who confound diltinft

fafts, repeat the fame events, and introduce ftrange (lories, ra-aft be

lifed with diffidence and caution.

X 4 nian
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^
xxv^'

^'^^^ territories at the head of a formidable haft

of cuiraflicrs, of archers, and of mercenary foot j

but it was the invariable pradlice of Sapor to mix

war and negociation, and to confider falfehood

and perjury as the mofl powerful inftruments of

regal policy. He affedled to praife the prudent

and moderate condufl of the king of Armenia;

and the unfufpicious Tiranus was perfuaded, by

the repeated affur^nces of infidious friendfhip, to

deliver his perfon into the hands of a faithlefs and

cruel enemy. In. the midfc of a fplendid enter-

tainment, he was bound in chains of filver, as

an honour due to the blood of the Arfacides;

and, after a fliort confinement in the Tower of

Oblivion at Ecbatana, he was releafed from the

miferies of life, either by his own dagger, or by

that of an affaffin. The kingdom of Armenia

was reduced to the fiate of a Perfian provijicci

the adminiftration was Ihared between a diftin-

guifted fatrap and a favourite eunuch ; and Sa-

por marched, without delay, to fubdue the mar-

tial fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, who

reigned in that country by the permiffion of the

emperors, was expelled by a fuperior force j and,

as an infult on the m.ajefly of Rome, th^ King

of kings placed a diadem on the head of his ab-

ject vaflal Afpacuras. The city of ArtogerafTa '^*

was the only place of iVrmenia, which prefumed

'54 Peihrips Aitagcin, cr Ardis ; under v/hofe walls Caius, the

giancllbn of Aiipjuftus, was wounded. This fortrefs was fituate

ibove Aiiiida, near one of the foiuces of the Tigris. See d'An-

yil.'e, Geographic Ancicnnc, tom. li. p. icf'.

to
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to refifl the effort of his arms. The treafure ^^xv^*
depofited in that ftrong fortrefs tempted the

avarice of Sapor ; but the danger of Olympias,

the wife, or widow, of the Armenian king, ex-

cited the public compafTion, and animated th.e

.defperate valour of her fubjedts and foldiers.

The Perfians were furprifcd and repulfed under

the walls of ArtogerafTa, by a bold and well-

concerted fully of the befieged. But the forces

of Sapor were continually renewed and increafed;

the hopelefs courage of the garrilbn was exhauft-

ed ; the ilrength of the walls yielded to the

affaulti and the proud conqueror, after wafting

the rebellious city with fire and fvvord, led away

captive an unfortunate queen ; who, in a more

aufpicious hour, had been the deftined bride of

the fon of Conflantine '^^ Yet if Sapor already

trium.phed in the eafy conquefl: of two dependent

kingdoms, he foon felt, that a country is unfub-

dued, as long as the minds of the people are

aftuated by an hoftile and contumacious fpirir.

The fatraps, whom he was obliged to truft,

embraced the firll opportunity of regaining the

affedlion of their countrymen, and of fignalifing

their immortal hatred to the Perfian name. Since

the converfion of the Armenians and Iberians,

thofe nations confidercd the Chriflians as the fa-

vourites, and the Magians as the adverfaries, of

the Supreme Being; the influence of the clergy,

over a fuperflitious people, was uniformly exerc-

^3^ Tillcmont (Ilia:, dcs Etnpercurs, torn. v. p, 701.) proves,

f.-cnii chronology, tliat Olympias niuit have been the niother of Para.

ed
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^'^ A^^- ed in the caufe of Rome j and as long as the fuc-

ceffors of Conftantine difputed with thofe of

Artaxerxes the fovereignty of the intermediate

provinces, the religious connexion always threw

a decifive advantage into the fcale of the empire.

A numerous and aclive party acknowledged

Para, the fon of Tiranus, as the lawful fovereign

of Armenia; and his title to the throne was

deeply rooted in the hereditary fucceffion of five

hundred years. By the unanimous confent of

the Iberians, the country was equally divided

between the rival princes; and Afpacuras, who
owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor, was

obliged to declare, that his regard for his child-

ren, who were detained as hcfiages by the tyrant,

was the ordy confideration, which prevented him

from openly renouncing the alliance of Perfia.

The emperor Valens, who refpecled the obliga-

tions of the treaty, and who was apprehenfive '

of involving the Eafb in a dangerous war, ven?

tured, with fiovv and cautious meafures, to fup-

port tlie Rom.an party in the kingdom.s of Iberia

and Armenia. Twelve legions efbabliflied the

authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the

Cyrus. The Euphrates was proteiled by the

valour of Arintheus. A powerful army, under ^

the command of count Trajan, and of Vadomair,

king of the Alemanni, fixed their camp on the

cortBnes of Arm.enia. But they were ftridly en-

joined, not to commit the tirft hoftilities, which

might be underftood as a breach of the treaty :

and fuch was the implicit obedience of the Ro-

man
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man general, that they retreated, with exemplary ^JL'J^''

patience, under a (hower of Perfian arrows, till «-.—y—i

they had clearly acquired a juft title to an ho-

nourable and legitimate vidlory. Yet thefe ap-

pearances of war infenfibly fubfided in a vain and

tedious negociation. The contending parties

fupported their claims by mutual reproaches of

perfidy and ambition j and it fliould feem, that

the original treaty was exprefled in very obfcurc

terms, fince they were reduced to the necefiity

of making their inconclufive appeal to the partial

teftimony of the generals of the two nations,

who had afTifted at the negociations '^*. The
invaficn of the Goths and Huns, which foon af-

terwards fliook the foundations of the Roman
empire, expofed the provinces of Afia to the

arms of Sapor. But the declining age, and per-

haps the infirmities, of the monarch, fuggefted

new maxims of tranquillity and moderation. His

death, which happened in the full maturity of a A. 0.380;

reign of feventy years, changed in a moment the

court and councils of Perfia ; and their attention

was moil probably engaged by domeftic troubles,

and the diftant efforts of a Carmanian war '".

'3^ Ammianus (xxvii. 12. xxix. i. xxx. i, 2.) has defcribed

the events, without the dates, of the Perfian war. Mofes of Cho-
rene (Hift. Armen. 1. iii. c. 28. p. 261. c. 31. p. 266. c. 35.

p. 271.) affords fome additional fa61s j but it is extremely difficult

to feparate truth from fable.

>37 Artaxerxcs was the fuccefTor and brother {the courn-geman) of

the great Sapor; and the guardian of his fon Sapor III. (Agathias,

\.\v. p. 136. edit. Louvre.), See the Univerfal Hiftory, vol. xi.

p. 86. 161. The authors of that unequal work have compiled the

SalTiinian dynafty with erudition and diligence : but it is a prepofte-

ous arrangement to divide the Roman and Oriental accounts into two

4lillin(^ hillorics.

The
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^,^t^ ^* The remembrance of ancient injuries was loft inXXV.
_

'

V—^,,—^ the enjoyment or peace. The kingdoms of Ar-,

cf^peacf/ menia and Iberia were permitted, by the mutual,

A.D.3S4, though taciLj confent of both empires, to refume

their doubtful neutrality. In the firft years of

the reign of Theodofius, a Perfian embalTy ar-

rived at Conftantinople, to excufe the unjuftifi-

able meafures of the former reign j and to offer,

as the tribute of friendfhip, or even of refpedb, a

fplendid prefent of gems, of filk, and of Indian

elephants '^*.

Acivcn- In the general pifture of the affairs of the Eaft

.

Sra kino- imdet the reign of Valens, the adventures of Para
cFArme- form onc of the moft ftrikins; and fingular ob-

je£ls. The noble youth, by the perfuafion of his

mother Olympias, had efcaped through the Per-

fian hoft that befieged Artogeraffa, and implored

the proteftion of the emperor of the Eaft, By

his timid councils. Para was alternately fupport-

ed, and recalled, and reftored, and betrayed.

The hopes of the Armenians were fometimes

raifed by the prefence of their natural fovereign;

and the minifters of Valens were ll)iisiied, that

they preferved the integrity of the public faith,

if their vaffal was not fuftered to afliime the

diadem and title of King. But they foon repent-

ed of their own ran:inefs. They were confounded

by the reproaches and threats of the Perfian mo-

narch. Thty found reafon to diftruft "the cruel

ar.d inconftant temper of Pai^a himfelf : who

»;S Pacatus in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 21. and Orofiiis, 1. vii. c. 34.

f<5>uit)rme turn f.^dus cit, quo univeifus Oriens ufquead nunc"(A. D.

416.) irr.iTq-.iilLifuinc fruitur.

5 facrificed,
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facrificed, to the flio-htefl; fufpicions, the lives of ^ hap.
' or' XXV.

his moft faithful fervants; and held a fecret and

difgraceful correfpondence with the ailaffin of

his father, and the enemy of his country. Under

the fpecious pretence of confulting with the em-

peror on the fubjed of their common interell:.

Para was perfuaded to defcend from the moun-

tains of Armenia, where his party was in arms,

and to trufl: his independence and fafety to the

difcretion of a perfidious court. The king of

Armenia, for fuch he appeared in his own eyes

and in thofe of his nation, was received with

due honours by the governors of the provinces

through which he paffed j but when he arrived

at Tarfus in Cilicia, his progrefs was flopped

under various pretences; his motions were watch-

ed with refpe<fi:ful vigilance -, and he gradually

difcovered, that he was a prifoner in the hands of

the Romans. Para fupprefled his indignation,

diflembled his fears, and, after fecrecly preparing

his efcape, mounted on ^horfeback with three

hundred of his faithful followers. The officer

ftationed at the door of his apartment imme-
diately communicated his flight to the ccnfular

of Cilicia, who overtook him in the fuburbs,

and endeavoured, v;ithout fuccefs, to dilTuade

him from profecuting his raQi and dangerous

defign. A legion was ordered to purfue the royal

fugitive; but the purfuit of infantry could not

be very alarming to a body of light cavalry j and

upon the firit cloud of arrows that wasdifcharged

into the air, they retreated with precipitation to

the
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^xxv^*
the gates of Tarfus. After an inceflant march

»i—-,^-—' of two days and two nights, Para and his Arme-
nians reached the banks of the Euphrates j but

the pafTage of the river, which they were obliged

to fwim, was attended with fome delay and fomc

lofs. The country was alarmed ; and the two

roads, which were only feparated by an interval

of three miles, had been occupied by a thoufand

archers on horfeback, under the command of a

count and a tribune. Para muil have yielded to

fuperior force, if the accidental arrival of a friendly

traveller had not revealed the danger, and the

means of efcape. A dark and almoft impervious

path fecurely conveyed the Armenian troop

through the thickets and Para had left behind

him the count and the tribune, while they pa-

tiently expefled his approach along the public

highways. They returned to the Imperial court

to excufe their want of diligence or fuccefs : and

ferioufly alleged, that the king of Armenia, who

was a Ikilful magician, had transformed himfelf

and his followers, and pafled before their eyes

under a borrowed Ihape. After his return to his

native kingdom. Para ftill continued to profefs

himfelf the friend and ally of the Romans j but

the Romans had injured him too deeply ever to

forgive, and the fecret fentence of his death was

figned in the council of Valens. The execution

of the bloody deed was committed to the fubtle

prudence of Count Trajan ; and he had the merit

of infmuating himfelf into the confidence of the

credulous prince, that he might find an oppor-

tunity



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRfi. 315

tunity of llabbing him to the heart. Para was CHAP.

invited to a Roman banquet, which had been \ ^,-—

»

prepared with all the pomp and fenfuality of the

Eaft : the hall refounded with cheerful mufic,

and the company was already heated with wine

;

when the count retired for an inftant, drew his

fword, and gave the fignal of the murder. A
robuft and defperate Barbarian inftantly rufned

on the king of Armenia; and though he bravely

defended his life with the firfl: weapon that chance

offered to his hand, the table of the Imperial A.D.574,

general was ftained with the royal blood of a

guell, and an ally. Such were the v/eak and

wicked maxims of the Roman adminiftration,

that, to attain a doubtful objefc of political inte-

reft, the laws of nations, and the facred rights or

hofpitality, were inhumanly violated in the face

of the world '^'.

V, During a peaceful interval of tliirty years, v. The

the fiomans fecured their frontiers, and the Goths Comm!i?s

extended their dominions. The viftories of the "^ ^^^^''

great Hermanric *"^*, king of the Oftrogoths, and

the moft noble of the race of the Amah", have

been compared, by the enthufiafm of his coun-

trymen, to the exploits of Alexander : with this

fingular, and almoil incredible, difference, that

'59 See in Ammiansis (xxx. i.) the adventures of Pr.rs. Mofss

of Chorene calls him Tiridates; and tells a long, arid not impro-

bable, ftory of his fon Gnelus ; who afterwards made himfelf popu-

lar in Armenia, and provoked the jealoufy of the reigning king

(1. iii. c. 21, Sec. p. 253, &c.).

140 The concife account of the reign and conquefts of Hermanric,

feenis to be one of the valuable fragments which Jornandes (c. 28.)

borrowed from the Gothic hiftorics of Ablavius, or CalTiodorus.

the
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^^J^r^' the martial fpirit of the Gothic hero, inftead of

being fupported by the vigour of youth, was

difplayed with glory and fuccefs in the extreme

period of human life; between the ageoffour-

fcore and one hundred and ten years. The in-

dependent tribes were perfuaded, or compelled,

to acknowledge the king of the Oftrogoths as

the fovereign of the Gothic nation : the chiefs

of the Vifigoths, or Thervingi, renounced the

royal title, and aflumed the more humble ap-

pellation of Judges i and, among thofe judges,

Athanaric, Fritigern, and Alavivus, were the

moil illuftrious, by their perfonal merit, as well

as by their vicinity to the Roman provinces.

Thefe domeftic conquefts, which increafed the

military power of Hermanric, enlarged his am-

bitious defigns. He invaded the adjacent coun-

tries of the North ; and twelve confiderable

nations, whofe names and limits cannot be ac-

curately defined, fucceffively yielded to the fupe-

riority of the Gothic arms '^'. The Heruli, who
inhabited the marfhy lands near the lake Mseotis,

were renowned for their llrength and agility;

and the afiiilance of their light infantry was

eagerly lolicited, and highly eileemed, in all the

wars of the Barbarians. But the aftive fpirit of

the. Heruli v\'as fubdued by the flow and fleady

'4-' M. cie Eiiat (Hiir. des Peuple? de rEiirope, torn. vi. p. 311

— 329.) inveftlgates, with more induftiy than Aiccefs, the nations

fubdued by the arms of Hermanric. He denies the exiftence of the

Vafinobrcnca-, on account of the immoderate length of their name.

Yet the French envoy to Ratifbon, or Drefuerij muft have traverfed

the ccyntrv of the Mtdkmatrkl.

perleve-
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perfeverance of the Goths j and, after a bloody chap.
action, in which the king was flain, the remains

of that warlike tribe became an ufeful acceflion

to the camp of Hermanric. He then marched

againft the Vcnedi 5 unfkilled in the ufe of arms,

and formidable only by their numbers, which

filled the wide extent of the plains of m.odern

Poland. The vidorious Goths, who were not

inferior in nninbers, prevailed in the conrefi:, by

the decifive advantages of exercife and difcipline.

After the fubmiiTion of theVenedi, the conqueror

advanced, without refinance, as far as the con-

fines of the lEiWi '"*''
; an ancient people, whofe

name is ftill preferved in the province of Eftho-

nia. Thofe diftant inhabitants of the Baltic

coaft were fupported by the labours of agricul-

ture, enriched by the trade of amber, and con-

fecrated by the peculiar worihip of the Mother of

the Gods. But the fcarcity of iron obliged the

JEiYvdn warriours to content themfelves with

wooden clubs; and the redudion of that wealthy

country is afcribed to the prudence, rather than

to the arms, of Hermanric. His dominions,

which extended from the Danube to the Baltic,

included the native feats, and the recent acqui-

fitions, of the Goths s and he reigned over the

greatefl part of Germany and Scythia with the

authority of a conqueror, and fometimes with

the cruelty of a tyrant. But he reigned over a

»4i The edition of Grotius (Jornandes, p. 642.) exhibits the

name oi JEJlri. But rcafon, and the Ambrofian MS. have reftored

the JEJlii, whofe manners and fituation are exprefled by the pencil of

Tacitus (Germania, c. 45.).

Vol. IV. Y part
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^xxv^' P^^^ ^^ ^^^ globe incapable of perpetuating and
\--

—

^
—» adorning the glory of its heroes. The name of

Hcrinanric is almoft buried in oblivion j his ex-

ploits are imperfectly known } and the Romans
themfclves appeared unconfcious of the progrefs

of an afpiring power, which threatened the liberty

of the North, and the peace of the empire ^'^^

The cai^e The Goths had contrafled an hereditary at-

thic war. tachmcnt for the Imperial houfe of Conftantine,
A.D. j66. ^^ vvhofe power and liberality they had received

fo many fignal proofs. They refpeded the pub-

lic peace : and if an hodile band fometimes pre-

•fumed to pafs the Roman limit, their irregular

conducl was candidly afcribed to the ungovern-

able fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their con-

tempt for two new and obfcure princes, who had

been raifed to the throne by a popular election,

infpircd the Goths with bolder hopes; and, while

they agitated fome dcfign of marching their con-

federate force under the national ftandard '**,

they were eafily tempted to embrace the party

of Procopius } and m foment, by their danger-

ous aid, the civil difcord of the Romans. The

public treaty might ftipulate no more) than ten

thoufand auxiliaries : but the defign was fo zeal-

oufly adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths, that

the army which pafled the Danube amounted to

'+» Arnmiamis (xxxi. 3.) obferves, in general terms: Ermen-

richi .... nobilifTinii Regis, et, per multa vaiiaque f'ortiter fafta,

viclnis gentibus formidati, Sec.

'44- Valens .... docetur relationibus Ducum, gentem Gotlio-

rum, ea tempeftate intaftam ideoqiie fleviflimain, confpirantem in

ununi, ad pervadendum parari coUImitia Thiuciarum. Ainniian.

xxvi. 6'.

f the
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the number of thirty thoufand men '^\ They ^™y ^*

marched v/ith the proud confidence, that their in- » ^^—-^

vincible valour would decide the fate of the

Roman empire, and the provinces ot Thrace

groaned under the weight of the Barbarians, who

difplayed the inlblcnce of maflers, and the licen-

tioufnefs of enem.ies. But the intemperance

which gratified t'iieir appetites, retarded their

progrefs; and before the Godis could receive

any certain intelligence of the defeat and death of

Procopius, they perceived, by the hoftile (late of

the country, that the civil and military powers

were refumed by his fucccfsful rival. A chain of

pods and fortifications, fKilfully difpofed by Va-

lens, or the generals of Valens, refilled their

march, prevented their retreat, and intercepted

their fubfillence. The fiercenefs of the Barba-

rians was tamed and fufpended by hunger: they

indi2:nantlv threw down their arms at the feet ot

the conqueror, who offered them food and chains

:

the numerous captives were diftributed in all the

cities of the Eafi; j and the provincials, vv'ho were

foon familiarized with their favage appearance,

ventured, by degrees, to meafure their own.

flrength v/ith thefe formidable adverfaries, whofe

nam.e had fo long been the objeft of their terror^

The king of Scythia (and Hermanric alone could

deferve fo lofty a title) was grieved and exaf-

perared by this national calamity. His ambaf-

HJ M. de Euat (Hift. des Peiiplcs c(e TEurope, torn. vi. p, 33:.)

h:is curicufly afcenaincd the real nurnber of thefe auxiliaries. Tho
3000 of Ammianus, and the 10,000 of Zofirr.'j?, were only the firft

dix'ifions of tlie Gothic army.

Y 2 fadors
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^^J^^* Tadors loudly complainedj at the court of Valens,

u—V—-» of the infraction of the ancient and folemn alli-

ance, which had fo long fubfifted between the

Romans and the Goths. They alleged, that they

had fulfilled the duty of allies, by afTiftinp- the

kinfman and ibcceffor of the emperor Julian ;

they required the immediate reftitution of the

noble captives ; and they urged a very fingular

claim, that the Gothic generals^ marching in

arms, and in hoftile array, were entitled to the

facred chara6ler and privileges of amballadors.

The decent, but peremptory, refufal of thefe

extravagant demands, was fignified to the Bar-

barians by Viftor, mafber-general of the cavalry;

who expreffed, v/ith force and dignity, the juft

complaints of the Emperor of the Eaft "^'^. The
negociation was interrupted ; and the manly ex-

hortations of Valentinian encouraged his timid

brother to vindicate the infulted majefty of the

empire '*''.

lioftihties, 'jpj^g fplendour and maejnitude of this Gothic
and peace, ^ •-'

A. 0,367, war are celebrated by a contemporary hifto-
368,369.

146 The march, and fubfequent negociation, are dw-fcribed in the

Fragments of Eunapius (Excerpt. Legat. p. 18. edit. Louvre).

The provincials, who afterwards became familiar with the Barba-

rians, found that their ftrength was more apparent tlian real. They

\^ere tall of ftature ; but their legs were clumfy, and their ihoulders

were narrow.

'47 Valens enim, ut confulto placuerat fratri, cujus regebatur

virbitrio, drraa concuffit in Qothos ratione jufta pennotus. Amml-
anus (xxyii. 4..) then proceeds to defcribe, not the country of the

Goths, biit the peaceful and obedient province of Tkrace, which

was not affefted by the war,

rian :
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rian '*^
: but the events fcarceJy deferve the at- chap.

. .
XXV.

tentlon of pofterity, except as the preliminary

fleps of the approaching decline and fall of the

• empire. Inftcad of leading the nations of Ger-

many and Scythia to the banks of the Danube,

or even to the gates of Conliantinople, the aged

monarch of the Goths refigned to the brave Atha-

naric the danger and glory of a defenfive war,

again fc an enemy, who wielded with a feeble

hand the powers of a mighty ftate. A bridge of

boats was eftabliflied upon the Danube ; the

prefence of Valens animated his troops; and his

ignorance of the art of war was compenfated by

perfonal bravery, and a wife deference to the

advice of Vidtor and Arintheus, his mafters-gene-

ral of the cavalry and infantry. The operations

of the campaign were conduced by their flcill

and experience; but they found it impofTible to

drive the Vifigoths from their Itrong pofts in

the mountains : and the devaftation of the plains

obliged the Romans themfelves to repafs the

Danube on the approach of winter. The incef-

fant rains, which fweiled the waters of the river,

produced a tacit fufpenfion of arms, and confined

the emperor Valens, during the whole courfe of

the enfuing fummer, to his camp of Marciana-

polis. The third year of the war was cnore fa-

vourable to the Romans, and more pernicious to

the Goths. The interruption of trade deprived

'-•S Eunapiiis, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 18, 19. The Greek fophift

rnuft have confiilered as one and the pmc war, the wliole fcries o{

Gothic hillory till the victories and peace of Theodollus.

Y 3 i.hr
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c H A P. tiie Barbarians of the objedls of luxury, which
XXV. -^

.
-^

_

they already confounded with the necelTaries of

life ; and the defolation of a very extenfive trad

of country threatened them with the horrors of

famine. Athanaric was provoked, or compelledj

to rifk a battle, which he lofl, in the plains

;

and the purfuit was rendered more bloody by the

cruel precaution of the victorious generals, who
had promifed a large reward for the head of every

Goth, that was brought into the Imperial camp.

The fubmifllon of the Barbarians appeafed the

relentrnent of Valens and his council i the em-

peror liftened with fatisfadlion to the flattering

and eloquent remonftrance of the fenate of Con-

flantinople, which affumed, for the firft tim^e, a

,il:iare in the public deliberations j and the fame

generals, Vi6lor and Arintheus, who had fuc-

ceibfully dire6led the conduct of the war, were

empowered to regulate the conditions of peace.

The freedom of trade, v/hich the Goths had hi-

therto enjoyed, was reftridted to two cities on the

Danube} the rafhnefs of their leaders was feverely

punifhed by the fupprcffion of their penfions and

fubfidies j and the exception, which was ftipulated

in favour of Athanarjc alone, was more advan-

tageous than honourable to the Judge of the

Vifigoths. Athanaric, who, on this occafion,

appears to have confulted his private interefl,

without expecting the orders of his fovereign,

Supported his own dignity, and that of his tribe,

in the perfonal interview which was propofed by

|he minifters of Valens. Pie perfiiled in his de-

<:larat:onj that it was impoffibls for him, without

incur-.
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incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to fet his ^ ^^^^^•

foot on the territory of the empire; and it is w
—

'

more than probable, that his regard for the fane-

tity of an oath was confirmed by the recent and

fatal examples of Roman treachery. The Da-

nube, which feparated the dominions of the two

independent nations, was chofen for the fcene of

the conference. The Emperor of the Eaft, and

the Judge of tlie Vifigoths, accompanied by an

equal number of armed followers, advanced in

their refpedive barges to the middle of the

liream. After the ratification of the treaty, and

the delivery of hoftages, Valens returned in tri-

umph to Conftantinople ; and the Goths remain-

ed in a ftate of tranquillity about fix years j till

they were violently impelled againfl: the Roman
empire, by an innum^erable hoft of Scythians,

who appeared to iflue from the frozen regions of

the North "^'.

The Emperor of the WeH, who had refigned v/arofthe

to his brother the command of the Lower Da- ^^^ati-"*^

nube, referved for his immediate c?.re the defence ^"S'

of the Rhastian and Illyrian provinces, whidi

fpread fo many hundred miles along the greatcft

of the European rivers. The active policy of

Valentinian was continually employed in adding

new fortifications to the fecurity of the frontiers

'49 The Gothic war is tlefciibed by Ammiamis (xxvii, 5.), Zofi-

mus (1. iv. p. 211— 214.), and Theinirtiiis (Orat. x. p. 129— 141,).

The oratoi' Themiftius was lent tVom the fenate of Conftaminople to

congratulate the vii^orious emperor; and his I'ervile eloquence com-

pares Valens en the Danube, to Achilles In the Scamander. Jor-

nandes forgets a war peculiar to the I'yi-Goxh^, and inglorieus to the

(jolhic name (Mafcou's HilK of the Germans, vii, 3.).

Y 4 but
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but the abufe of this policy provoked the juft

refentment of the Barbarians. The Quadi com-
plained, that the ground for an intended fortrefs

had been marked out on their territories ; and

their complaints were urged with fo much reafon

and moderation, that Equitius, mafter-general

of Illyricum, confented to fufpend the profecu-

tion of the work, till he Ihould be more clearly

informed of the will of his fovereign. This fair

occafion of injuring a rival, and of advancing the

fortune of his fon, was eagerly eiiibraced by the

inhuman Maximin, the prrefe(51:, or rather ty-

rant, of Gaul. The paflions of Valentinian were

impatient of controuli and he creduloufly liften-

ed to the affurances of his favourite, that if th.e

government of Valeria, and the diredlion of the

work, were entrufled to the zeal of his fon Mar-

cellinus, the emperor fhould no longer be im-

portuned with the audacious remonftrances of the

Barbarians. The fubjeds of Rome, and the

natives of Germany, were infuked by the arrq-

gance of a young and worthlefs minifter, who

confidered his rapid elevation as the proof and

reward of his fuperior merit. He affected, how-

ever, to receive the modeft application of Gabi-

nius, king of the Quadi, with fome attention and

regard : but this artful civility concealed a dark

and bloody defign, and the credulous prince was

perfuaded to accept the prelTing invitation of

Marcellinus. I am at a lofs how to vary the

narrative of fimilar cr*imes ; or how to relate,

that, in the courfe of the fame year, but in

gemote parts of the empire, the inhofpitable table

of



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 325

.of two Imperial generals was ftained with the c hap.

royal blood of two giiefts and allies, inhumanly

murdered by their order, and in their prefence.

The fate of Gabinius, and of Para, was the fame;

but the cruel death of their fovereign was re-^

fented in a very different manner by the fervile

temper of the Armenians, and the free and dar-

ing fpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were

much declined from that formidable power,

which, in the time of Marcus Antoninus, had

fpread terror to the gates of Rome. But they

Hill poirefTed arms and courage ; their courage

was animated by defpair, and they obtained the

ufual reinforcement of the cavalry of their Sar-

matian allies. So improvident was the aflafTin

Marcellinus, that he chofe the moment when the

braveft veterans had been drawn away, to fup-

prefs the revolt of Firmus ; and the whole pro-

vince was expofed, with a very feeble defence, to

the rage of the exafperated Barbarians. They
invaded Pannonia in the feafon of harvefl ; un-

mercifully deftroyed every objedl of plunder

which they could not eafily tranfport; and either

difregarded, or demolifhed, the empty fortifica-

tions. The princefs Conftantia, the daughter of

the emperor Conflantius, and the grand-daughter

of the great Conftantine, very narrowly efcapcd.

That royal maid, who had innocently fupported

the revolt of Procopius, was now the deftined

wife of the heir of the Weftern empire. She

traverfed.the peaceful province with a fplendid

and unarmed train. Her perfon was faved from

danger.
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' ^ ?Yv^*
danger, and the republic from difgrace, by the

adtive zeal of MefTala, governor of the provinces.

As foon as he was informed that the village,

where (he (topped only to dine, was almoft en-

compafled by the Barbarians, he haftily placed

her in his own chariot, and drove full fpeed till

he reached the gates of Sirmium, which were at

the diftance of fix and twenty miles. Even Sir-

mium might not have been fecure, if the Quadi

and Sarmatians had diligently advanced during

the general confternation of the magiftrates and

people. Their delay allowed Probus, the Prae-

torian prasfeifl, fufEcient time to recover his own

fpirits, and to revive the courage of the citizens.

He fkilfully direfted their ftrenuous efforts to

repair and ftrengthcn the decayed fortifications

j

and procured the feafonablc and effeftual affift-

ance of a company of archers, to protect the

capital of the Ulyrian provinces. Difappointed

in their attempts againll the walls of Sirmium,

the indignant Barbarians turned their arms againft.

the mafter-general of the frontier, to whom they

unjuflly attributed the murder of their king.

Equitius could bring into the field no more than

two legions j but they contained the veteran

flrength of the Mpsfian and Pannonian bands.

The obftinacy with which they difputed the vain

honours of rank and precedency, was the caufe

of their deftru6lion ; and, while they adled with

feparate forces and divided councils, they were

furprifed and Haughtered by the aflive vigour of

the Sarmatian horfe. The fuccefs of this inva-

fion
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Con provoked the emulation of the bordering chap.
xxv

tribes ; and the province of Msfia would infal- \ ,
-

^ '_t

libly have been loft, if young Theodofius, the

duke, or military commander, of the frontier,

had not fignalifed, in the defeat of the public

enemy, an intrepid genius, worthy of his illuf-

trious fatlier, and of his future greatnefs "".

The mind of Valentinian, who then refided at The cxpc-

Treves, was deeply affefled by the calamities of '^'^'^"»

Illyricum j but the latenefs of the feafon fuf-

pendcd the execution of his defigns till the en-

fuing fpring. He marched in perfon, with a A.D.375.

confiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the

banks of the Mofelle : and to the fuppliant am-
baffadprs of the Sarmatians, who met him on the

way, he returned a doubtful anfwer, that, as foon

as he reached the fcene of adtion, he fhould

examine, and pronounce. When he arrived at

Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the

Illyrian provinces j who loudly congratulated

their own felicity under the aufpicious govern-

ment of Probus, his Praetorian prsfe^^ '^'. Va-

lentinian,

'S^ Ammianus (xxix. 6.) and Zofimus (1. iv. p. 219, 220.) .

carefully murk, the origin and progrefs of tht; Quadic and Sarmatian

WJJ-.

'^' Ammianus (xxx. 5.), who acknowledges the merit, has cen-

fureci, with becoming afperity, the oppreflive adminilhation of Pe>

tronius Probus. When Jerom tranflated, and continued, the Chro-

nicle of Eufebius (A. D. 380. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn.

xil. p. 53. 626.), he exprefled the truth, or at leall the public opi-..

nion of his country, in the following words :
" Probus P. P. Illy-

" rici iniquHrmls tributorum exaftionibus, ante provincias quas re-

," gebat, quam a Barbaris vaftarentur, erafitS'' (Chron. edit. Sca-

liger, p. 187, Anliuadvcif. p. ajj-)' The Saint afterwards formed
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CHAP, lentinian, who was flattered by thefe demonftra-

V.—y—-' tions of their loyalty and gratitude, imprudently

afked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philofopher

of intrepid fincerity '^% whether he was freely

fent by the wifhes of the province ? " With
" tears and groans am I fent (replied Iphicles)

** by a relu6lant people." The emperor paufed:

but the impunity of his minillers eftablifhed the

pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs his

fubjefts, without injuring his fervice. A flrift
,

inquiry into their conduft would have relieved .

the public difcontent. The fevere condemnation

of the murder of Gabinius, was the only mea-

fure which could reftore the confidence of the

Germans, and vindicate the honour of the Ro-

man name. But the haughty monarch was in-

capable of the magnanimity which dares to ac-

knowledge a fault. He forgot the provocation,

remembered only the injury, and advanced into

the country of the Quadi with an infatiate thirft

of blood and revenge. The extrem.e devaftation,

and promifcuous maflacre, of a favage war, were

juflified, in the eyes of the emperor, and per-

haps in thofe of the world, by the cruel equity

of retaliation '"
: and fuch was the difcipline of

an Intimate and tender filend/liip with the widow of Probus ; and

tlie name of Count Equititis, with lefs propriety, but without much
injuffice, has been fubftituted in the text.

"5- Julian (Orat. vi. p. 198.) reprelents his friend Iphicles as a

man of virtue and merit, who had made himfelf ridiculous and un-

happy, by adopting the extrav;4gant drefs and manners of the Cy-

nics.

'55 Ammi:'.n. xxx. 5. Jerom, who exaggerates the misfortune

cf Valentinian, refufes him even this lait confolation of revenge.

Genital! vaftato folo, ct ir,:tjain patriam derelinqucns (torn. L
p. --6.).

the
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the Romans, and the confternation of the enemy, ^ ^^^P-

that Valentinian repafTed the Danube without the > ,^—

v

lofs of a fingle man. As he had refolved to

complete the deftru6tion of the Qiiadi by a fecond

campaign, he fixed his winter-quarters at Bre-

getio, on the Danube, near the Hungarian city

of Prefburgh. While the operations of war

were fufpended by the feverity of the weather,

the Quadi made an humble attempt to deprecate

the wrath of their conqueror; and, at the earnefi

perfuafion of Equitius, their ambalfadors were

introduced into the Imperial council. They

approached the throne with bended bodies, and

dejedled countenances ; and, without daring to

complain of the murder of their king, they af-

firmed, with folemn oaths, that the late invafion

was the crime of fome irregular robbers, which

the public council of the nation condemned and

abhorred. The anfwer of the emperor left them

but little to hope from his clemency or com-

panion. He reviled, in the moll intemperate

language, their bafenefs, their ingratitude, their

infolence.—His eyes, his voice, his colour, his

geflures, exprefled the violence of his ungovern-

cd fury ; and, while his whole frame was agitated

with convulfive paflion, a large blood-vefTel fud-

denly burft in his body ; and Valentinian fell

fpeechlefs into the arms of his attendants. Their

pious care immediately concealed his fituation

from the crowd: but, in a few minutes, the

emperor of the Weft expired in an agony of pain, and death',

retaining his fenfes till the 1 aft ; and ftruggling, nian]"^^'

9 without
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CHAP.
XXV.

A.D.37';.
Nov. 17 th.

The em-
perors

Gratian,

und Valen-

tiaian II.

without fuccefs, to declare his intentions to the

generals and minifters, who furrounded the royal

couch. Valentinian was about fifty-four years of

age; and he wanted only one hundred days to

acco'.nplifii the twelve years of his reign ''*.

The polygamy of Valentinian is ferioufly at-

cfled by an ecclefiaftical hiftorian '". " The
* emprefs Severa (I relate the fable) admitted

' into her familiar fociety the lovely Juflina,

' the daughter of an Italian governor: her ad^

* miration of thofe naked charms, which fhe

' had often feen in the bath, was exprefled with

* fuch lavifli and imprudent praife, that tiie

* emperor was tempted to introduce a fecond

* wife into his bed; and his public edid ex-

* tended to all the fubjecls of the empire, the

' fame domefTlc privilege, which he had afifumed

for himfelf." But we may be affured, from

he evidence of reafon, as well as hiftory, that the

wo marriages of Valentinian, with Severa, and

with Jufuina^ were fuccejpvely contraded ; and

that he ufed the ancient permifTion of divorce,

which was ftill allowed by the laws, though it

^r4 See, on the death of Valentinian, Ammiamis (xxx. 6.), Zo-

fimus (I. iv. p. 221.), Viftor (in Epitom.), Socrates (1. iv. c. 31.),

and Jerom (in Chron. p. 187, and torn. i. p. 26. ad Heliodor.),

There is much variety of circuinftances am*ng them ; and Ammi-
anu3 is fo eloquent, that he writes nonfeni'e.

»JJ Socrates (1. iv. c. 31.) is the only original witnefs of thi»

foolifh iiory, lb repugnant to the hiws and nisnner?; of the Romans,
that it Icarcely defcrves the formal :ind elaborate dilfeitation of M.
Boii;miy (Mem. de rAcadeniie, torn. yxx. p. 594.—4.05.). Yet I

would preierve the natural ciicuniliaBce of the bath j inlkad of fol-

lowing Zofimiis, who leprcfsnt? Juflina as an old -.vcman, the wi-

rfov of M^tgnt'iniui.

was
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was condemned by the church. Severa was the ^
"^^^

^*

mother of Gratian, who Teemed to unite every u -y-..,!

claim which could entitle him to the undoubted

fucceflion of the Weilern empire. He was the

cldefl: fon of a monarch, whofe glorious reign had

confirmed the free and honourable choice of his

fcllow-foldiers. Before he had attained the ninth

year of his age, the royal youth received from

the hands of his indulgent father the purple robe

and diadem, v/ith the title of Auguftus : the

election was folemnly ratified by the confent and

applaufe of the armies of Gaul ''*
; and the name

of Gratian was added to the names of Valcntinian

and Valens, in all the legal tranfacTtions of the

Roman government. By his marriage with the

grand-daughter of Conftantine, the fon of Valen-

tinian acquired all the hereditary rights of the -

Flavian family ; which, in a feries of three Im-

perial generations, were fandlified by time, reli-

gion, and the reverence of the people. At the

death of his father, the royal youth was in the

feventeenth year of his age j and his virtues al-

ready juftified the favourable opinion of the army

and people. But Gratian refided, without ap-

prehenfion, in the palace of Treves j whilil, at

the diftance of many hundred miles, Valentinian

fuddenly expired in the camp of Brcgetio. The
pafiions, which had been fo long fupprefled by

the prefence of a mafler, immediately revived in

the Imperial council i and the ambitious defign

*J^ Ammianus (xxvii. 6.) defcribes the form of this military

<le6lion, and augtij} inveltiturc. Valentinian dees not appear to have

c»nfultcd, <Jf even infornneJ, the fenate of Rome.

of
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CHAP, of reisfnins in the name of an infant, was artfully
XXV. o & » /

executed by Mellobaudes and Equitius, who
commanded the attachment of the Illyrian and

Italian bands. They contrived the moft honour-
,

able pretences to remove the popular leaders,

and the troops of Gaul, who might have afferted

the claims of the lawful fucceflbr : they fuggefted^

the necefiicy of extinguifhing the hopes of foreign

and domeflic enemies, by a bold and decifive

meafure. The emprefs Juftina, who had b^en

left in a palace about one hundred miles from

Brcgetio, was refpeftfully invited to appear in the

camp, with the fon of the deceafed emperor.

On the fixth day after the death of Valentinian,

the infant prince of the fame nam.e, who was only

four years old, was fl:iewn, in the arms of his

mother, to the legions j and folemnly invefted,

by military acclamation, v/ith the titles and en-

figns of fupreme power. The impending dan-

gers of a civil war were feafonably prevented by

the wife and moderate conduft of the emperoi",

Gratian. He cheerfully accepted the choice of

the army; declared, that he fhould always con-

fider the fon of Juftina as a brother, not as a

rival ; and advifed the emprefs, with her fon

Valentinian, to fix their refidence at Milan, ia

the fair and peaceful province of Italy ; while he

afliimed the more arduous command of the coun--

tries beyond the Alps. Gratian dilfembled his

refentment till he could fafely punilh, or dif-

grace, the authors of the confpiracy j and though

he uniformly behaved with tendernefs and regard

to his infant colleague, he gradually confounded,

in
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in the adminiftration of the Weflern empire, the chap.
XXV.

office of a guardian with the authority of a fove-

reign. The government of the Roman world

was exercifed in the united names of Valens and

his two nephews ; but the feeble Emperor of the

Eaft, who fucceeded to the rank of his elder

brother, never obtained any weight or influence

in the councils of the Weft '".

^57 Ammianus, xxx. lo. Zofimus, 1. Iv. p. 222, 223. Tille-

mont has proved (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 707—709.), that

Gratian reigned in Italy, Africa, and Illyricum. I have endeavoured

to exprefs his authority over his brother's dominions, as he ufed it,

tn an ambiguous Ifyle,

Vol. IV.



^3if THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. XXVL

Maimers of the Pajloral Nations.—Progrefs of the

Hunsy from China to Europe.—Fiighl of the Goths*

—They pafs the Danube.—Gothic IVar.—Defeat

and Death of Valens,—Gratian iyrcefis T'heodojius

with the Eaftern Empire,— His CharoMer and

Succefs.—Peace and Settlement of the Goths.

CHAP.
xxvr.

N the fecond year of the reign of Valentinian

and Valens, on the morning of the twenty-

quakes, firft day of July, the greateft part of the Roman
A.D. 365, ^,^p]^ ^y^s Ihaken by a violent and deftruclive
July 2ilt. •'

earthquake. The impreffion was communicated

to the waters j the fliores of the Mediterranean

were left dry, by the fudden retreat of the fea i

great quantities of fifh were caught with the hand}

large veflels were ftranded on the mud ; and a

curious fped:ator ' amufed his eye, or rather his

fancy, by contemplating the various appearance

of valiies and mountains, which had never, fincc

the formation of the globe, been expofed to the

fun. But the tide foon returned, with the weight

of an immenfe and irrefiftible deluge, which was

feverely felt on the coafls of Sicily, of Dalmatia,

of Greece, and of Egypt : large boats were tranf-

ported, and lodged on the roofs of houfes, or

I Such is the bad tafte of Ammianu<s (xxvi. 10.), that it is not

eafy to diftinguifh his fafts from his metaphors. Yet he pofitively

affirms, that he faw the rotten carcafe of afliip, ad fecundum hpidme,

at Muthonc, or Modon, in Peloponnefus.

at
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^'t the diftance of two miles from the fiiore ; the *^J^yj^*

people, with their habitations, were fwept away «—^——

>

by the waters ; and the city of Alexandria an-

nually commemorated the fatal day, on which

fifty thoufand perfons had loft their lives in the

inundation. This calamity, the report of which
'

was magnified from one province to another,

aftonifhed and terrified the fubjeifts of Rome j

and their affrighted imagination enlarged the

real extent of a momentary evil. They recol-

lecled the preceding earthquakes, which had fub-

vcrted the cities of Paleftine and Bithynia : they

confidered thefe alarming ftrokes as the prelude

only of ftill more dreadful calamities, and their

fearful vanity wasdifpofcd to confound the fymp-

toms of a declining empire, and a finking world *.

It was the faflrion of the times, to attribute

every remarkable event to the particular will of

the Deity j the alterations of nature were con-

nected, by an invifible chain, with the moral and

metaphyfical opinions of the human mind j and

the moft fagacious divines could diftinguifh,

according to the colour of their refpeclive pre-

judices, that the e(labli(hment of herefy tended

to produce an earthquake j or that a deluge was

- The earthquakes and Inundations are vanoufly defcrlbed by

Libanius (Orat. de iilcifcendi Julian! nece, c. x. in Fabricius, Bibl.

Gr«c. torn. vii. p. 158. v/ith a learned note of Oleariiis), Zofimui?

(1. iv. p. 2.21.), Sozomen (1. vi. c. 2.), Cedrcnus (p. 310. 3i4..;»

and Jerom (in Chron. p. i26. and rom. i. p. 250. in Vit. Hilarion.).

Epidaiirus nrnift have been overwliclmcd, liad not the prudent citi-

zens placed St. Hilarion, an Egyptian monk, on the beach. He
made the fign of the crofs. The mountain waVe flopped, bowed,

and returned.

Z 2 th^
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^XYvi^'
^^^ inevitable confequence of the progrefs of fin

i. i-t^—»j and error. Without prefuming to difcufs the

truth or propriety of thefe lofty fpeculations, the

hiflorian may content himfelf with an obferva-

tion, which feems tobejullified by experience,

that man has much more to fear from the paf-

fions of his fellow-creatures, than from the con-

vulfions of the elements \ The mifchievous

effe(5bs of an earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane,

or the eruption of a volcano, bear a very incon-

fiderable proportion to the ordinary calamities of

war ; as they are now moderated by the prudence

or humanity of the princes of Europe, who amufe

their own leifure, and exercife the courage of

their fubjefts, in the pra6tice of the military art.

But the laws and manners of modern nations

proteft the fafety and freedom of the vanquifhed

foldier j and the peaceful citizen has feldom rea-

fon to complain, that his life, or even his fortune,

is expofed to the rage of war. In the difaftrous

period of the fall of the Roman empire, which

may juftly be dated from the reign of Valens, the

happinefs and fecurity of each individual were

perlbnally attacked ; and the arts and labours of

ages were rudely defaced by the Barbarians of

Thf Huns Scythia and Germany. The invafion of the

^a'^d.^^^c'.
Huns precipitated on the provinces of the WeP-

the Gothic nation, which advanced, in lefs thain

forty years, from the Danube to the Atlantic,

and opened a way, by the fuccefs of their arms,

3 Dicaearchus, the Peripatetic, coir.pofed a formal treatife, to prove

this obvious truth ; which is not the moft honourable to the human

fpecies (Cicero, de Officiis, ii. 5.).

3 to
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to the inroads of fo many hoftile tribes, more fa- ^ ^ ^ P.

vage than themfelves. The original principle -^- _f

of motion was concealed in the remote countries

of the North ; and the curious obfervation of the

paftoral life of the Scythians *, or Tartars %
will illuftrate the latent caufe of thefe deftruclive

emigrations.

The different characters that mark the civilifed Thepafto-
ral man-

nations of the globe, may be afcribed to the ufe, neisoftbe

and the abufe, of reafon ; which fo varioufly
oj^xaJJa/j.

fliapes, and fo artificially compofcs, tlie manners

and opinions of an European, or a Chinefe.

But the operation of inftinft is more fure and

fimple than that of reafon : it is much eafier to

afcertain the appetites of a quadruped, than the

fpeculations of a philofopher j and the favage

tribes of mankind, as they approach nearer to

the condition of animals, preferve a flronger

refemblance to themfelves and to each other.

The uniform ftability of their manners, is the

natural confequence of the imperfection of their

faculties. Reduced to a fimilar fituation, their

4 The original Scythians of Herodotus (1. iv. c. 47— 57. 99

—

101.) were confined by the Danube and the Palus Maeotis, within

a fijuare of 4.000 ftadia (400 Roman miles). See d'Anville, (Mem.
de rAcademie, torn, xxxv. p. 573—591.) Diodorus Siculus (torn.

i. 1. ii. p. 155. edit. Wefleling) has marked the gradual progrefs

of the name and aation.

5 The Tatars, or Tartars, were a primitive tribe, the rivals, and

at length the fubjefts, of the Moguls. In the viftorlous arniits of

Xingis Khan, and his fucceffbrs, the Tartars formed the vanguard
;

and the name, which firft reached the ears of foreigners, was applied

to the whole nation (Frcret, in the Hift. de I'Acadcmie, torn, xviii.

p. 60.). In fpeaking of all, or any, of the northern fliepherds of

Europe, or Afia, I indifferently ufe the appellations of Sn-thiaf:.', or

Tartan.

Z 3 wants.
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XX vi^' ^Y^^^^* ^^^^^ defires, their enjoyments, ftill con-r

tinue the fame : and the influence of food or

climate, which, in a more improved ftate of

fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by fo many
moral caufes, mod powerfully contributes to form,

and to maintain, the national charafter of Bar-

barians. In every age, the immenfe plains of

Scythia, or Tartary, have been inhabited by

vagrant tribes of hunters and Ihepherds, whofe

indolence refui'es to cultivate the earth, and

whofe reftlefs fpirit diidains the confinement of a

fedentary life. In every age, the Scythians, and

Tartars, have been renowned for their invincible

courage, and rapid conquefts. The thrones of

Afia have been repeatedly overturned by the

fhepherds of the North j and their arms have

fpread terror and devaluation over the moil fer-

tile and warlike countries of Europe ^. On this

occafion, as well as on many others, the Ibber

hiftorian is forcibly awakened from a pleafing

vifion i and is compelled, with fome relu6lance,

to confefs, that the paftoral manners, which have

been adorned with the faireft attributes of peace

and innocence, are much better adapted to the

fierce and cruel habits of a military life. To
illuftrate this obfervation, I fhall now proceed tq

confider a nation of fhepherds and of warriors,

* Imperium Afias inr qusfivere : ipfi perpetuo ab alieno Imperlo,

aut iiUaili, aut invifti, manfere. Since the time of Juftin (ii. 2.)

they have multiplied this account. Voltaire, in a few words (torn. x.

a. 64. Hilt. Generale, c. 156.), has abridged the Tartar conqueits.

Oft o'er the trembling nations from afar,

Has Scythia breathd the living cloud of war.
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in the three important articles of, I. Their diet;
^^^^^Vi^*

II. Their habitation ; and. III. Their exerciies.

The narratives of antiquity are juftified by the

experience of modern times ^i and the banks of

the Boryflhenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga,

will indifferently prefent the fame uniform fpec-

tacle of fimilar and native manners '.

I. The corn, or even the rice, which confti- ^'^''

tiites the ordinary and wholefome food of a civil-

ifed people, can be obtained only by the patient

toil of the hufbandman. Some of the happy

favages, Vv-ho dwell between the tropics, are

plentifully nourifhed by the liberality of nature ;

but in the climates of the North, a nation of

fliephcrds is reduced to their flocks and herds.

The fkilful praftitioners of the medical art will

determine (if they are able to determine) how

far the temper of the human mind may be afl^eft-

ed by the ufe of animal, or of vegetable, food j

and whether the common aflbciation of carnivo-

rous and cruel, deferves to be confidered in any

7 The fourth book of Herodotus afFords a curious, thoup^h iin^

perfeft, portrait of the Scythians. Among the moderns, who de-

fcribe the uniform fc.^ne, the Khan of Khovvarefm, Abiilghazi Ba-

hadur, exprefles his native feeling;:; and his Genealogical Hirtoiy

of the Tataii has been copioiifly illuftrated by the French and Eng-
li(h editors. Carpin, Afcelin, and Rubruquis (in the Hilt, des Voy-

ages, torn, vii.), reprell-nt the Moguls of the fourteenth century.

To thefe guides I have add d Gei billon, and the other jeliiits (De-

fcription de la Chine, par du Halde, t07ii. iv.), who accurately fur-

yeyed the Chincfe Tartary ; and that honelt and intelligent traveller

Bell, of Antennony (two volumes in 4.to. Glalgow, 1763.).

8 The Uzbecks are the moft altered from their primitive manners
;

1. by the profcflion of the Mahometan religion ; and, i. by the pof-

Jefljon of iht cities and harvefts of the great Buthavia.

Z + Qther
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CHAP, other light than that of an innocent, perhaps at

v^.-y.^ falutary, prejudice of humanity '. Yet if it be

true, that the fentiment of connpaffion is imper- ,

ceptibly weakened by the fight and pradtice of

domeftic cruelty, we may obferve, that the hor-

rid objefls which are difguifed by the arts of

European refinement, are exhibited in their naked

and mofi: difgufling fimplicity, in the tent of a

Tartarian fhepherd. The ox, or the fheep, are

flaughtered by the fame hand from which they

were accuftomed to receive their daily foodj and

the bleeding limbs are ferved, with very little

preparation, on the table of their unfeeling mur-

derer. In the military profefllon, and efpecially

in the condudl of a numerous army, the exclufive

life of animal food appears to be produftive of

the mod folid advantages. Corn is a bulky and

perifiiable commodity; and the large magazines,

which are indifpenfably neceffary for the fubfill-

ence of our troops, muft be flowly tranfported by

the labour of men, or horfes. But the flocks

and herds, which accompany the march of the

Tartars, afford a fure and encreafing fupply of

flefh and milk : in the far greater part of the

uncultivated wafte, the vegetation of the grafs is

quick and luxuriant; and there are fev/ places

9 II eft certain que les grands mangeurs de viande font en general

cruels et feroces plus que les auties hommes. Cette obfervation eft I

de touts les lieux, et de touts les terns : la barbare Angloife eft con-

nue, &c. Emile de RoulTeau, torn. i. p. 274. Whatever we may

think, of the general obfervation, ive fliall not eallly allow the truth

of his example. The good-natured complaints of Plutarch, and the

pathetic lamentations of Ovid, I'educe our rcafon, by exciting our

fenubility.
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fo extremely V^arren, that the hardy cattle of the ^ "^^j^-

North cannot find feme tolerable pailure. The

fupply is multiplied and prolonged, by the un-

diftinguifhing appetite, and patient abftinence,

of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on the

jflefh of thofe animals that have been killed for

the table, or have died of difeafe. Horfe-flelh,

which in every age and country has been pro-

fcribed by the civilifed nations of Europe and

Afia, they devour with peculiar greedinefs ; and

this fingular tafte facilitates the fuccefs of their

military operations. The aftive cavalry of Scy-

thia is always followed, in their mod diflant and

rapid incurfions, by an adequate number of fpare

horfes, who may be occafionally ufed, either to

redouble the fpeed, or to fatisfy the hunger, of

the Barbarians. Many are the refources of cou-

rage and poverty. When the forage round a

camp of Tartars is almoft confumed, they (laugh-

ter the greateft part of their cattle, and preferve

the flefti, either fmoked, or dried in the fun.

On the fudden emergency of a hally march, they

provide themfelves with a fufficient quantity of

little balls of cheefe, or rather of hard curd,

which they occafionally diflblve in waters and

this unfubftantial diet will fupport, for many

days, the life, and even the fpirits, of the patient

warrior. But this extraordinary abllinence,

which the Stoic would approve, and the hermit

might envy, is commonly fucceeded by the moft

voracious indulgence of appetite. The wines of

a happier climate are the moil grateful prcfent,

or



::i>ns.
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CHAP. Q^ jj^g moft valuable commodity, that can be

offered to the Tartars j and the only example of

their induftry feems to confiil in the art of ex-

trafling from mare's milk a fermented liquor,

which pofieffes a very ftrong power of intoxica-

tion. Like the animals of prey, the favages,

both of the old and new world, experience the

alternate vicifiTitudes of famine and plenty; and

their ftomach is inured to fufcain, without much^

inconvenience, the oppofite extremes of hunger

and of intemperance.

Eab?ta- U. In the ages of ruftic and martial fimplicity,

a people of foldiers and huH^andmen are difperfed

over the face of an extenfive and cultivated

country ; and fome time muft elapfe before the

warlike youth of Greece or Italy could be aflem-

bled under the fame flandard, either to defend

their own confines, or to invade the territories of

the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufac-

tures and commerce infenfibly collects a large

multitude within the walls of a city : but thefe

citizens are no lonojer foldiers ; and the arts which

adorn and improve the ftate of civil fociety, cor-

rupt the habits of the military life. The pafto-

ral manners of the Scythians feem to unite the

different advantages of fimplicity and refinement.

The individuals of the fame tribe are conftantly

alTembied, but they are affembled in a camp
5

and the native fpirit of thefe dauntlefs lliepherds

is animated by mutual fupport and emulation.

The houfes of the Tartars are no more than fmaU

tents, of an oval form, which afford a cold and
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dirty habitation, for the promifcuoiis youth o^^;j/xvif*

both fexcs. The palaces of the rich confill of

wooden huts, of fiich a fize that they may be

conveniently fixed on large waggons, and drawn

by a team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen.

The flocks and herds, after grazing all day in the

adjacent paftures, retire, on the approach of

night, within the protection of the camp. The

neceflity of preventing the moft mifchievous corj-

fufion, in fuch a perpetual concourfe of men and

^nimals, muft gradually introduce, in the diftri-

bution, the order, and the guard; of the encamp-

ment, the rudiments of the military art. As foon

as the forage of a certain diftricl is confumed,

the tribe, or rather army, of fliepherds, makes

a regular march to fome frefli paftures ; and thus

acquires, in the ordinary occupations of the paf-

toral life, the pradical knowledge of one of the

jnoft important and difficult operations of war.

The choice of ftations is regulated by the differ-

ence of the feafons : in the fummer, the Tartars

advance tov/ards the North, and pitch their tents

on the banks of a river, or, at leaft, in the

neighbourhood of a running ftream. But in the

winter they return to the South, and (belter their

camp, behind fome convenient eminence, againll

the winds, which are chilled in their paflage over

the bleak and icy regions of Siberia. Thcfe

manners are admirably adapted to diffufe, among

the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigration and

conqueft. The connection between the people

and their territory is of fo frail a texture, that ic

may
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^xxvi^* ^^y ^^ broken by the flighteft accident. The
camp, and not the foil, is the native country of

the genuine Tartar. Within the precinds of that,

camp, his family, his companions, his property

are always included j and, in the moll diftant

marches, he is flill furrounded by the objefts

which are dear, or valuable, or familiar in his

eyes. The third of rapine, the fear, cw the re-

fentment of injury, the impatience of fervitude,

have, in every age, been fufficient caufes to urge

the tribes of Scythia boldly to advance into Ibme
unknown countries, where they might hope to

find a more plentiful fubfiftence, or a lefs form-

idable enemy. The revolutions of the North

have frequently determined the fate of the South j

and in the conflid of hoftile nations, the vidor

and the vanquifhed have alternately drove, and

been driven, from the confines of China to thofe

of Germany ^°. Thefe great emigrations, which

have been fometimes executed with almofl: incre-

dible diligence, were rendered more eafy by the

peculiar nature of the climate. It is well known,

that the cold of Tartary is much more fevere

than in the midft of the temperate zone might

reafonably be expefted : this uncommon rigour

is attributed to the height of the plains, which

rife, efpecially towards the Eafl:, more than half

a mile above the level of the fea j and to the

quantity of faltpetre, with which the foil is deeply

'° Thefe Tartar emigrations have been difcovered by M. dc

Guignes (Hiftoire des Huns, torn. i. ii.), a fkilful and laborious

interpreter of the Chinele language ; who has thus laid open new
and impoitant fcenes in the hiltory of mankind.

impreg-
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impregnated ". In the winter-feafon, the broad ^^y^'
and rapid rivers, that difcharge their waters into v-—,^-^#

the Euxine, the Cafpian, or the Icy Sea, are

ftrongly frozen i the fields are covered with a bed

of fnow J and the fugitive, or vidorious, tribes

may fecurely travcrfe, with their families, their

waggons, and their cattle, the fmooth and hard

furface of an immenfe plain.

III. The paftoral life, compared with the la- Exeidfes,

hours of ao;riculture and manufactures, is un-

doubtedly a life of idlenefs ; and as the mofl:

honourable fliepherds of the Tartar race devolve

on their captives the domeftic management of the

cattle, their own leifure is feldom difturbed by

any fervile and afTiduous cares. But this leifure,

inftead of being devoted to the foft enjoyments

of love and harmony, is ufefully fpent in the vio-

lent and fanguinary exercife of the chace. The
plains of Tartary are filled with a ilrong and fer-

viceable breed of horfes, which are eafily trained

for the purpofes of v/ar and hunting. The Scy-

thians of every age have been celebrated as bold

and fkilful riders : and conftant praftice had

feated them fo firmly on horfeback, that they

were fuppofed by ftrangers to perform the ordi-

nary duties of civil life, to eat, to drink, and

even to fleep, without difmounting from their

" A plain in the Chinefe Tartary, only eighty leng\ies from the

great wall, was found by the miffionaries to be three thoufand geo-

metrical paces above the level of the fea. Montefquieu, who has

ufed, and abufed, the relations of travellers, deduces the revolutions

of Afia from this important circumftarce, that heat and cold,

weaknefs and ftiength, touch each otiicr without any temperate zone

(Efprit des Loix, 1. xvii. c. 3.)'

Iiccds.
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^J^^^' fleeds. They excel in the dexterous management

u. -y^^ of the lance ; the long Tartar bow is drawn with

a nervous arm ; and the weighty arrow is diredt-

ed to its object: with unerring aim, and irrefift-

ible force. Thefe arrows are often pointed againfl:

the harmlefs animals of the defert, which increafc

and multiply in the abfence of their mod formid-

able enemy; the hare, the goat, the roebuckj

the fallow-deer, the ilag, the elk, and the ante-

lope. The vigour and patience both of the men
and horfes are continually exercifed by the fa-

tigues of the chace -, and the plentiful fupply of

game contributes to the fubfiilence, and even

luxury, of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of

the hunters of Scythia are not confined to the

deftrudlion of timid or innoxious beads ; they

boldly encounter the angry wild-boar, when he

turns againft his purfuers, excite the fluggifh

courage of the bear, and provoke the fury of the

tyger, as he flumbers in the thicket. Wher^,

there is danger there may be glory : aiid the

mode of hunting, which opens the faireft field

to the exertions of valour, may juftly be con-

fidered as the image, and as the fchool, of war.

The general hunting-matches, the pride and

delight of the Tartar princes, compofe an in-

Urudlive exercife for their numerous cavalry.

A circle is drawn, of many miles in circumfe-

rence, to encompafs the game of an extenfive

diftri<5t ; and the troops that form the circle re-

gularly advance towards a common centre j

where the captive animals, furrounded on every

I fide,
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fide, are abandoned to the darts of the hunters. ^
"-^"^f*

In this march, which frequently continues many '—y«. »^

days, the cavalry are obliged to climb the hills,

to fwim the rivers, and to wind through the val-

lies, without interrupting the prefcribed order

of their gradual progrefs. They acquire the

habit of dire<rting their eye, and their fteps, to a

remote obje6]: J of preferving their intervals; of

fufpending, or accelerating, their pace, according

to the motions of the troops on their right and

left J and of watching and repeating the fignais

of their leaders. Their leaders ftudy, in this

praflical fchbol, the mod important leffon of the

military art ; the prompt and accurate judgment

of ground, of diftance, and of time. To employ

againfl: a human enemy the fame patience and

valour, the fame fkill and difcipline, is the only

alteration which is required in real warj and the

amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to

the conqueft of an empire '*.

The political fociety of the ancient Germans Oovcm-

has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of in-

dependent warriors. The tribes of Scythia, dif-

tinguiflied by the modern appellation of Herds,

affume the form of a numerous and increafing

family j which, in the courfe of fucceffive gene-

«* Petit de la Croix (Vie de Gengifcan, I. iii. c. 7.) reprefents

the full glory and extent of the Mogul cliace. The Jeliuts Ger-

biUon and Verbieft followed the emperor Kamhi when he hunted in

Tartary (Duhaide, Defcription de la Chine, torn. iv. p. 81. 290,

&c. folio edit.). His grandfon, Kienlong, who unites the Tartar

difcipline with the laws and learning of China, defcribcs (Elogo de

Moukden, p. 273—285.), as a poet, the pleafures which he had

often enjoyed, as a fportfman.

rations.
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CHAP, rations, has been propagated from the fame ori-

ginal ftock. The meaneft, and moft ignorant,

of the Tartars, preferve, wich confcious pride,

the ineftimable treafure of their genealogy j and

whatever diftindions of rank may have been in-

troduced, by the unequal diflribution of paftoral

wealth, they mutually refpecl themfelves, and

each other, as the defcendantt. of the firft founder

of the tribe. The cuftom, v/hich ftill prevails,

of adopting the braveft, and mofl: faithful, of the

captives, may countenance the very probable

fufpicion, that this extenfive confanguinity is, in

a great meafure, legal and fivftitious. But the

ufeful prejudice, which has obtained the fandlion

of time and opinion, produces tiie effedts of

truth ; the haughty Barbarians yield a cheerful

and voluntary obedience to the nead of their'

blood i and tlieir chief, or murfa, as the repre-

fentative of their great father, exercifes the au-

thority of a judgp, in peace and of a leader, in

war. In the original ft^Lc of the paftoral world,

each of the murfas (if we may continue to ufe a

modern appellation) afted as the independent

chief of a large and feparate family ^ and the

limits of their peculiar territories were gradually

fixed, by fuperior force, or mutual confent. But

the conftant operation of various and permanent

caufes contributed to unite the vagrant Hords

into national communities, under the command
of a fupreme head. The weak were defirous of

fupport, and the ftrong were ambitious of domi-

nion; the power, which is the refult of union,

opprelTed and collected the divided forces of the

adjacent
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adiacent tribes j and, as the vanquifned were chap.
n I r •

XXVI.
freely admitted to (hare the advantages or vic-

tory, the moil valiant chiefs haftened to range

themfelves, and their foiiowersj under the for-

midable ftandard of a confederate nation. The
moft fuccefsful of the Tartar princes alfumed

the military command, to which he was entitled

by the fuperiorityj either of merir> or of power.

He was raifed to the throne by the acclamations

of his equals j and the title of Khan expreires, in

the language of the North of Afia, the full ex-

tent of the regal dignity. The right of heredi-

tary fucceflion was long confined to the blood of

the founder of the monarchy j and at this mo-

ment all the Khans, who reign from Crimea to

the wall of China, are the lineal defcendants of

the renowned Zingis *^. Bur, as it is the indif-

penfable duty of a Tartar fovereign to lead his

Warlike fubjefts into the field, tijs claims of an

infant are often difregarded ; and fome royal

kinfman, dillinguiilied by his age and valour,

is entrufled with the fword and fceptre of his

predecelTor. Two diftinel and regular taxes are

levied on the tribes, to fupporc the dignity of

their national monarch, and of their peculiar

chiefs and each of thofe contributions amounts

to the tythe, both of their property, and of their

'3 See the fecond volume of the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tar-

tars : and the lifts of the Khans, at the end of the life of Gengis,

or Zingis. Under the reign of Timur, or Tamerlane, one of his

fubje^ts, a defcendant of Zingis, ftill bore the regal appellation of

Khan j and the conqueror of Afia contented hinifelf with tli£ title

of Emir, or Sultan. Abulghazi, partv. c. 4. D'Herbtrlot, Biblio-

theque Oricntale, p. 878.

Vol. IV. A a fpoil.
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^xxvi^' ^P*^^^* ^ Tartar fovereign enjoys the tenth

part of the wealth of his people i and as his own
domeftic riches of flocks and herds increafe in a

much larger proportion, he is able plentifully to

maintain the ruftic fplendor of his court, to

reward the moft deferving, or the mofl: favoured,

of his followers, and to obtain, from the gentle

influence of corruption, the obedience which

might be fometimes refufed to the ftern man-

dates of authority. The m.anners of his fubjeds,

accuflomed, like himfelf, to blood and rapine,

might excufe, in their eyes, fuch partial adls of

tyranny, as would excite the horror of a civilifed

people i but the power of a defpot has never

been acknowledged in the deferts of ScyChia,

The immediate jurifdidlion of the Khan is con-

fined within the limits of his own tribe -, and the

exercife of his royal prerogative has been mode-

rated by the ancient inftitution of a national

council. The Coroultai *% or Diet, of the Tar-

tars, was regularly held in thefpring and autumn,

in the midft of a plain j where the princes of the

reigning family, and the murfas of the refpeflive

tribes, may conveniently afl^emble on horfeback,

with their martial and numerous trains j and the

ambitious monarch, who reviewed the flrength,

mufl: confult the inclination, of an armed peo-

ple. The rudiments of a feudal government

14 See the Diets of the ancient Huns (de Guignes, torn, ii. p. i6.),

r%nd a curious defcription of thole of Zingis (Vie de Gengifcant

1. i. t.6. 1. iv. c. II.). Such afTeniblies are frequently mentioned

in the Perfian hillory of Timurj though they ferved only to coun-

tenance tlie refolutions gf their mafter.

may
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may be difcovered in the conftitution of the ^^yj^*

Scythian or Tartar nations j but the perpetual u. ^ t

conflict of thofe hoftile nations has fometimes

terminated in the eftablilhment of a powerful and

defpotic empire. The vi6lor, enriched by the

tribute, and fortified by the arms, of dependent

kings, has fpread his conquefts over Europe or

Afia *. the fuccefsful fhepherds of the North have

llibmitted to the confinement of arts, of laws,

and of cities j and the introduiftion of luxury,

after deftroying the freedom of the people, has

undermined the foundations of the throne '^

The memory of paft events cannot lonff be Situation

^ , . , r 1
• ^"<^l extent

preferved, in the frequent and remote emigra- ofscytinu,

tions of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar- °'" ^^^^'^'

ry.

tars are ignorant of the conquells of their an-

ceftors '^
i and our knowledge of the hiftory of

the Scythians is derived from their intercourfe

with the learned and civilifed nations of the

South, the Greeks, the Perfians, and the Chi-

nefe. The Greeks, who navigated the EuxinCj

and planted their colonies along the fea-coaft-,

made the gradual and imperfedt difcovery of

Scyihia ; from the Danube, and the confines of

Thrace, as far as the frozen Msotis, the feat of

eternal winter, and Mount Caucafus, which, in

the language of poetry, was defcribed as the iit-

'5 Montefqviieu labours to explnin a difFerence, wliich has net

exiftecl, between the liberty of the Arabs, and \.\\i perpetual fluvely of

the Tartars (Efprlt des Loix, 1. xvii. c. 5. 1. xviii. c. 19, Sec).

'<» Abulghazi Khan, in the two firft parts of his Genealogical

Hiftory, relates the iniferable fables and traditions of the Uzbek

Tartars concerning the times which preceded the reign of Zingis.

A a a moft
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CHAP, fj^oft boundary of the earth. They celebrated,
XXVI. .

-^
.

.

-^ '

with (imple credulity, the virtues of the paftoral

life '^
: They entertained a more rational appre-

henfion of the ftrength and numbers of the war-

like Barbarians '\ who contemptuoufly baffled

the immenfe armament of Darius, the fon of

Hyftafpes ''. The Perlian monarchs had ex-

tended their wefiern conquefts to the banks of

the Danube, and the limits of European Scythia.

The eaflern provinces of their empire were ex-

pofed to the Scythians of Afia ; the wild inha-

bitants of the plains beyond the Oxus and the

Jaxartes, tv/o mighty rivers, which direct their

courfe towards the Cafpian fea. The long and

memorable quarrel of Iran and Touran, is ftill

the theme of hiflory or romance : the famous,

perhaps the fabulous, valour of the Perfian he-

roes, Ruftan and Asfendiar, was fignalifed, in the

defence of their country again ft the Afrafiabs of

the North ""i and the invincible fpirit of the fame

17 In the thirteenth book of the Iliad, Jupiter turns away his

feyes from the bloody fields of Troy, to the pi lins of Thrace and

Scythia. He would not, by c-hanging^ the profpect, behold a moie

peaceful or innocent fcene.

^^ Thaicydides, 1. ii. c. 97.

'9 See the fourth book of Herodotus. V.^ien Darins advanced

into the Moldavian defert, between the Danube and the Niefter, the

king of the Scythians fent him a moule, a frog, a bird, and five

airows j a tremendous allegory !

*® Thefe wars and heroes may be found, under their refpe(5iive

titles, in the Bibliotheque Orientale of d'Herbelct, They have been

celebrated in an epic poem of fixty thoufand rhymed couplets, by

Ferdufi, the Homer of Perlia, See the Hiftory of Nader Shah^

p. 145. 165. The public muft lament, that Mr. Jones has ful-

pcnded the purfuit of Oriental learning.

Barba-
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Barbarians refiftcd, on the fame ground, the vie- C H a P.

torious arms of Cyrus and Alexander"". In the

^yt% of the Greeks and Perfians, the real geo-

graphy of Scythia was bounded, on the Eaft, by

the mountains of Inians, or Cafj and their diftanc

profpcvfl of the extreme and inacceffible parts of

Afia v/as clouded by ignorance, or perplexed by

fidion. But thofe inacceffible regions are the

ancient refidence of a powerful and civilifed na-

tion ", which afcends, by a probable tradition^

above forty centuries ""^
j and which is able to

verify a feries of near two thoufand years, by the

perpetual teftimony of accurate and contempo-

-I The Cafpian fea, with Its rivers, and adjacent tribes, are h-

borioiifly illuflrated in the Examen Critique des Hifloricns d'Alex-

andre, which compares the tnae geography, and the errors produced

by the vanity or ignorance of the Greeks.

*i The original feat of the nation appears to have been in the

North-weft of China, in the provinces of Chenfi and Chanh. Under

the two firft dynafties, the principal town was ttill a moveable

camp ; the villages were thinly fcattered ; more land was eniplovcd

in pafture than in tillage ; the excrcife of hunting was ordained to

clear the country from wild beafts j Petcheli (where Pekin (lands)

was a defert ; and the fouthern provinces were peopled with Indian

favages. The dynafty of the Han (before ChriR 206.) gave the emr
piie.its aflual form and extent.

*5 The aera of the Chinefe monarchy has been varioufly fixed,

from 2952 to 21 '2 years before Chrill; and the year 2637 has been

chofen for the lawful epoch, by the authority of the prefent emperor.

The difference arifes from the uncertain duration of the two firft dy-

nafties ; and the vacant fpace that lies beyond them, as far as the

real, or fabulous, tim.es of Fob i, or Hoangti. Sematfien dates his

authentic chronology from the year 841 : the thirty-fix cclipil-s of

Confucius (thirty-one of which have been vcritied) were obf'ervc-d

between the years 722 and 45<o before Chrift. The hijlmial ^criti

of China does not afcend above the Griek Olympiads,

A a 3 rary
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^xxv/"
''^''y hiftoJ'i^ns **. The annals of China *^ illuf-

trate the ftate and revolutions of the paRoral

tribes, which may flill be diftinguifhed by the

vague appellation of Scythians, or Tartars; the

vafTals, the enemies, and fometimes the con-

querors, of a great empire j whofe policy has

uniformly oppofed the blind and impetuous va-

lour of the Barbarians of the North. From the

mouth of the Danube to the fea of Japan, the

whole longitude of Scythia is about one hundred

and ten degrees, which, in that parallel, are

equal to more than five thoufand miles. The
latitude of thefe extenfive deferts cannot be fo

eafily, or fo accurately, meafured ; but, from

the fortieth degree, which touches the wall of

China, we may fecurely advance above a thou-

^^^ After feveral ages of anarchy and defpotifm, the dynafty of

the Han (before Chriit 206.) was the xra of the revival of learning.

The fragments of ancient literature were reftored ; the charafters

were improved and fixed; and the future prefervation of books was

fecured} by the uieful inventions oi ink, paper, and the art of print-

ing. Ninety-feven years before Chriit, Sematfien publifhed the firll

hiftory cf Ciuna. His labours were illuftrated, and continued, by

a feries of one hundred and eighty hillorians. The fubftance of

their works is ftill extant ; and the molt conljdcrable of them are

pow depofitcd in the king of France's library,

2S China has been ilhilhatcd by the labours of the French ; of

the milTionaries at Pekin, and MelTrs. Freret, and de Guignes, at

Paris. The fubftance of the three preceding notes is extra6led from

The Chou-king, with the preface and notes of M. de Guignes, Paris>

J 770 : The 'J ong-Ki.n-Kang-Mouy tranllated by the P. de Mailla, un-

der the name of Hill. Generale de la Chine, torn. i. p. xlix— cc;

the Mcmoires fur la Chine, Paris, 1776, 4'c. torn. i. p. i— 323.

torn, ii, p. 5— 364.; the Hiftoire dss Huns, torn. i. p. i—131.

torn. V, p. 345— 362. ; and the Memoires de TAcademie des In-

fcnptions, torn. x. p. 377—402. torn. xv. p. 455—^64. torn, xviii.

r, 17S—295. tom. xxxvi. p. 164-- 238.

fand
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fand miles to the northward, till our progrefs is ^.".^P-

flopped by the exceffive cold of Siberia. In l—^^—.^

that dreary climate, inftead of the animated pic-

ture of a Tartar camp, the fmoke which iflues

from the earth, or rather from the fnow, betrays

the fubterraneous dwellings of the Tongoufes,

and the Samoiedes : the want of horfes and oxen

is imperfedlly lupplicd by the ufe of rein-deer,

and of large dogs ; and the conquerors of the

earth infenfibly degenerate into a race of deformed

and diminutive favages, who tremble at the

found of arms ^*.

The Huns, who under the reign of Valens Original

threatened the empire of Rome, had been for- Huns,

midable, in a much earlier period, to the empire

of China ''\ Their ancient, perhaps their ori-

ginal, feat, was an extenfive, though dry and

barren, tra«5t of country, immediately on the

north fide of the great wall. Their place is at

prefent occupied by the forty- nine Hords or

Banners of the Mongous, a paftoral nation, which

confifts of about two hundred thoufand families *'.

But the valour of the Huns had extended the

narrow limits of their dominions
i and their ruf-

tic chiefs, who affumed the appellation of Tan- Theh-con.

j^t{y gradually became the conquerors, and the ^'"^[^
'"

i5 See the Iliftoire Gcnerale ties Voyages, tom. xviii. and the

Genealogical Hiftoiy, vol. ii. p. 620—664.

*7 M. tie Guignes (torn. ii. p. i— 124.) has given the original

hlftory of the ancient Hiong-noii, or Huns. The Cliinefe geoi^ra-

phy of their country (tom. i. part Ii. p iv — Kiii.), lecms to cpni-

prife a part of their conquefts.

*8 See in DuhaKIe (tom. iv. p. 18— 65.) a circumftnntial defcrip-

tioHj with a correal mnp, of the country of tlic Mongous.

A a 4 fovC'
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CHAP, fovereigns, of a formidable empire. Towards

»_^ ' the Kaft, their vidorious arms were flopped only

by the ocean -, and the tribes, which are thinly

fcattered between the Ampor and the extreme

peninfula of Corea, adhered, with reluftance, to

the ftandard of the Huns. On the Weft, near

the head of the Ltifh, and in the vallies of Imaus,

they found a more ample fpace, and more nu-

merous enemies. One of the lieutenants of the

Tanjou fubdued, in a fingle expedition, twenty-

fix nations ; the Igours *', diftinguifhed above

the Tartar race by the ufe of letters, were in the

number of his vaflals j and, by the ftrange con-

neftion of human events, the flight of one of

thofe vagrant tribes recalled the victorious Par-

thians from the invafion of Syria ^*. On the

fide of the North, the ocean was affigned as the

limit of the power of the Huns. Without ene-

mies to refift their progrefs, or witnefTes to con-

tradi(ft their vanitVj they might fecurely atchieve

a real, or imaginary, conqueft of the frozen regi-

ons of Siberia. The Northern Sea was fixed as

the remote boundary of their empire. But the

name of that fea, on whofe iliores the patriot

Sovou embraced the life of a (hepherd and an

exile ^', may be transferred, w'ith much more

19 The Igours, or Vigours, were divided into three branches
;

hunters, fheplitrds, and hufbandmen ; and the laft clafs was de-

Ipifed by the two former. See Abulghazi, part ii. c. 7.

?o Memoires de TAcaderaie des Infcriptions, torn. xxv. p. 17— 33.

The comprehenfive view of M. de Guignes has compaied thefe

diftant events.

3' The fame of Sovou, or So-ou, his merit, and his fingular ad-

ventures, are ftill celebrated in China. Se? the Eloge de IMonk-

den, p. 20. and notes, p. 24.1—247. 5 and Memoires fur la Chine,

torn. iii. p. 317— S^'O-

proba-
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probability, to the Baikal, a capacious bafon, ^^^[^
above three hundred miles in length, which dif-

dains the modeft appellation of a lake ^% and

which aftually communicates with the feas of the

North, by the long courfe of the Angara, the

Tongufka, and the JenifTea. The fubmiflion of

fo many diftant nations might flatter the pride of

the Tanjou j but the valour of the Huns could

be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the wealth

and luxury of the empire of the South. In the

third century before the Chriftian sera, a wall of

fifteen hundred miles in length was conftrucled,

to defend the frontiers of China againft the in-

roads of the Huns "i but this ftupendous work,

which holds a confpicuous place in the map of

the world, has never contributed to the fafety of

an unwarlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjou

frequently confided of two or three hundred

thoufand men, formidable by the matchlefs dex-

terity with which they managed their bows and

their horfesj by their hardy patience in fupport-

ing the inclemency of the weather; and by the

incredible fpeed of their march, which was fel-

dom checked by torrents, or precipices, by the

deepefl rivers, or by the mod lofty mountains.

5- See Kbrand Ives, in Harris's colleftion, vol. ii. p. 931 ; Bell's

Travels, vol. i. p. 247—254.. ; and Gmelin, in the Hift. Geneiale

dcs Voyages, torn, xviii. p. 283—329. They all remark, the vul-

gar opinion, that the holy fea grows angry and tempeftucus, if any

one prefumes to call it a hit. This grammatical nicety often ex-

cites a difpute, between the abfurd fuperftition of the mariners, and

the abfurd obftinacy of travellers.

>3 The conftrudion of the wall of China is mentioned by Du-
halJe (torn. ii. p. 45.) and de Guignes (torn. ii. p. 59.).

They
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c HAP. They fpread themfelves at once over the face of
XXVI.

. _^ 'i the country ; and their rapid impetuofity fur-

Theirwars pnfed, aftonillied, and dlfconcerted the grave and
with the '

. ,

Chinefe, elaborate tadics of a Chinefe army. The em-
ant.chrift,

^^^^^ j^^^^j 34^ ^ fol^j^r of fortune, whofe per-

fonal merit had raifed him to the throne, march-

ed againfl the Huns with thofe veteran troops

•which had been trained in the civil wars of

China. But he was foon furrounded by the Bar-

barians ; and, after a fiege of feven days, the

monarch, hopelefs of relief, was reduced to pur-

chafe his deliverance by an ignominious capitu-

lation. The fucceflbrs of Kaoti, whofe lives

were dedicated to the arts of peace, or the lux-

ury of the palace, fubmitted to a more permanent

difgrace. They too haftily confelfed the infuf-

ficiency of arms and fortifications. They were

too eafily convinced, that while the blazing fig-

nals announced on every fide the approach of the

Huns, the Chinefe troops, who flept with the

helmet on their head, and the cuirafs on their

back, were deftroyed by the inceffant labour of

ineffectual marches ". A regular payment of

money, and filk, was flipulated as the condition

54 See the life of Lieoupang, or Kaoti, in the Hift. de la Chine,

piiblilhed at Paris i777> &c. torn. i. p. 442—522. This volumi-

nous work is the tranllatlon (by the P. de Mailla) of the Tong-Kim-

Kartg-M}u, the celebrated abridgment of the great Hiftory of Sema-

kouang (A. D. 1084.) and his continuaters.

iS See a free and ample memorial, prefented by a Mandarin to

the emperor Venti (before ChriftiSo— 157), in Duhakle (torn. ii.

p. 412—426.) ; from a collection of State papers, marked with the

red pencil by Kamhi himfelf (p. 384—612.). Another memorial

from the minifter of war (Kang-Mou, torn. ii. p. 555.) fupplies

ibme curious circumftances of the manners of the Huns.

of
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of a temporary and precarious peace j and the ^^,^ P*

wretched expedient of difguifing a real tribute,

under the names of a gift or a fubfidy, was prac-

tifed by the emperors of China, as well as by

thofe of Rome. But there ftill remained a more

difgraceful article of tribute, which violated the

facred feelings of humanity and nature. The

hardfliips of the favage life, which deftroy in their

infancy the children who are born with a lefs

healthv and robuft conftitution, introduce a re-

markable difproportioa between the numbers of

the two fexes. The Tartars are an ugly, and

even deformed race ; and, while they confider

their own women as the inftruments of domeftic

labour, their defires, or rather their appetites,

are direfted to the enjoyment of more elegant

beauty. A feleft band of the faireft maidens of

China was annually devoted to the rude embraces

of the Huns '*i and the alliance of the haughty

Tanjous was fecured by tlieir marriage with the

genuine, or adopted, daughters of the Imperial

family, which vainly attempted to efcape the

facrilegious pollution. The fituation of thcfe

unhappy vicftims is defcribed in the verfes of a

Chinefe princefs, who laments that flie had been

condemned by her parents to a diftant exile, un-

der a Barbarian hufband j who complains that

four milk was her only drink, raw flefli her only

food, a tent her only palace ; and who exprefles,

in a drain of pathetic fimplicity, the natural wifh,

35 A fiipply of women is mentioned as a cuftomary article of

treaty and tiibute (Hiit. de la Concjiiete de la Chine, par les Tar-

tares Mantchecux, toni. i. p. 1S6, 1S7. with the note pf the edi-

tor),

that
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c H A P. that Hie were transformed into a bird, to fly back

w—-

V

' to her de-ar country j the objefl of her tender

and perpetual regret ".

Pccline The conqueft of China has been twice atchieved

SeHui-s.' by the paftoral tribes of the North : the forces

of the Huns were not inferior to thofe of the

Moguls, or of the Mantcheoux ; and their am-
bition might entertain the moft fanguine hopes of

fuccefs. But their pride was humbled, and their

progrefs was checked, by the arms and policy of

Vouti '% the fifth emperor of the powerful dy-
Ant. nady of the Han. In his lon^r reien of fifty-four

J4.1—87. years, the Barbarians of the fouthern provinces

fubmitted to the laws and manners of China

:

and the ancient limits of the monarchy were

enlarged, from the great river of Kiang, to the

pore of Canton. Inftead of confining himfelf to

the timid operations of a defenfiye war, his lieu-

tenants penetrated many hundred miles into the

country of the Huns. In thofe boundlefs deferts,

where it is impoffible to form magazines, and

difficult to tranfport a fufficient fupply of pro-

vifions, the armies of Vouti were repeatedly ex-

pofed to intolerable hardfhips : and, of one hun-

dred and forty thoufand foldiers, who marched

againft the Barbarians, thirty thoufand only re-

<«Lurned in fafety to the feet of their mafler.

Thefe lolTes, however, were compenfated by
j

fplendid and decifive fuccefs. The Chinefe ge-

57 De Guignes, Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 62.

i^ See the reign cf the emperor Vouti, in the Kang-Mou, torn. iii.

p. 1—98. His various and inconfillent charaftcr feeins to be im-

partially drawn.

I neral§
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nerals improved the fuperioriry which they deriv- C HAP.

ed from the temper of their arms, their chariots ... ^ ,»

of war, and the fervice of their Tartar auxiliaries.

The camp of the Tanjoii was furprifed in the

rnidd of riceo and intemperance : and, though

the monarch of the Huns bravely cut his way

through the ranks of the enemy, he left above

fifteen thoufand of his fubje<5ls on the held of

battle. Yet this fignal viflory, which was pre-

ceded and followed by many bloody engagements,

contributed much lefs to the dedruction of the

power of the Huns, than the effedual policy

which was employed to detach the tributary

nations from their obedience. Intimidated by •^"^•

the arms, or allured by the promifes, of Vouti

and his' fucceffors, the moil confiderable tribes,

both of the Eail and of the Wcfl", difclaimed the

authority of the Tanjou. While fome acknow-

ledged themfelves the allies or vaffals of the

empire, they all became the implacable enemies

of the Huns: and the numbers of that haughty

people, as foon as they were reduced to their

native ftrength, might, perhaps, have been con-

tained v^ithin the walls of one oC the great and

populous cities of China ^^ The defertion

of his fubjefts, and the perplexity of a civil

war, at length compelled the Tanjou himfclf to

renounce the dignity ofan independent fovereign,

and the freedom of a warlike and high-fpiritcd

J9 This expi-efllon is ufed in the meinorial to the enipcror Ver.li

(Duhalde, torn. ii. p. 417. )• Without adopting the exa<^<^erations

«f Marco-Polo and Ifaac Voffius, we may rationally allow for Pe-

kin, two millions of Inhabitants. The cities of the South, >vhich

Ccntaiatiie manufu^uies of China, are ilVA luoie populous.

nation.
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CHAP, nation. He was received at Sigan, the capital

^J -'^- _> of the monarchy, by the troops, the Mandarins,

f^"\- and the emperor himfelf, with all the honours
Chrilt, 51. ^

that could adorn and difguife the triumph of

Chinefe vanity '^^ A magnihcent palace was pre-

pared for his receptions his place was affigned

above all the princes of the royal family j and

the patience of the Barbarian king was cxhaufl-

ed by the ceremonies of a banquet, which con-

fided of eight courfes of meat, and of nine folemn

pieces of mufic. But he performed, on his knees,

the duty of a refpecftful homage to the emperor

of China; pronounced, in his own name, and in

the name of his fucceflbrs, a perpetual oath of

fidelity ; and gratefully accepted a feal, which

was bellowed as the emblem of his regal depend-

ance. After this humiliating fubmiflion, the

Tanjous fometimes departed from their allegi-

ance, and fcized the favourable moments of war

and rapine ; but the monarchy of the Huns gra-

dually declined, till it was broken, by civil

diffention, into two hoftile and feparate king-

A.D.4S. doms. One of the princes of the nation was

urged, by fear and ambition, to retire towards

the South with eight hords, which compofed be-

tween forty and fifty thoufand families. He
obtained, with the title of Tanjou, a convenient

territory on the verge of the Chinefe provinces

j

and his conftant attachment to the fervice of the

40 See the Kang-Mou, torn. iil. p. 150., and the fobfequent

events under the proper years. This memorable feftival is cele-

brated in ths Eloge de Moukden, and explained in a note by the P.

Gaubil, p. 89, 90,

empire.
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empire, was fecured by weaknefs, and the defire ^^J^.^'

of revenge. From the timie of this fatal fchifm, u. .^ >

the Huns of the North continued to languifli

about fifty years ; till they were oppreffcd on

every fide by their foreign and domeilic enemies.

The proud infcription '^' of a column, ere6led on

a lofty mountain, announced to pofterity, that a

Chinefe army had marched feven hundred miles

into the heart of their country. The Sienpi "^^

a tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries

which they had formerly fuftained j and the

power of the Tanjous, after a reign of thirteen A.D.93,

hundred years, was utterly deftroyed before the

end of the firfl century of the Chriftian sera'^^

The fate of the vanquifhed Huns was diver- Their eml^

fified by the various influence of chara(5ter and '^jCdI

fituation '^*. Above one hundred thoufand per- ^°°' ^''^-

fons, the pooreft, indeed, and the mod pufil-

lanimous, of the people, were contented to remain

in their native country, to renounce their peculiar

nam.e and orio-in, and to mino-Ie with the vie-

torious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight hords,

about two hundred thoufand men, ambitious of a

4' This infciiptlon was compofed on tlie fpot hy Pankoii, Pre-

fident of the Tvibunal of Hiftory (Kang-Mou, torn. Ul\ p. 392.)-

Similar monuments have been difcovered in many parts of Tartary

(Hiftoire des Huns, toni. ii. p. 112.).

4- M. dc Guignes (torn. i. p. 189.) has inferted a ftiort account

of the Sienpi.

4? The a?ra of the ?Iuns is placed, by the Chinefe, 1210 years

before Chrift. But the feries of their kings docs not commence till

the year 230. (Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 21. 123.)

4+ The various accidents of the downfal and flight of the Huns,

are related in the ^ang-Mou, torn. iii. p. S8. 91. 95. 139, &c.

The fmall numbers of each herd may be afcribcd to their lofTes and

divihons.

8 more



368 THE DECLINE AND FALL

c H A p iricrs honourable fervitude, retired towards the
XXVI

, \j SciiLn ; implored the protection of the emperors

of China J and were permitted to inhabit, and

to guard, the extreme frontiers of the province

of Chanfi and the territory of Ortous. But the

rnoft warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns
maintained, in their adverfe fortune, the un-

daunted fpirit of their ancellors. The weftern

world was open to their valour j and they refolv-

ed, under the condutH: of their hereditary chief-

tains, to difcover and fubdue fome remote country,

which was ftill inacceflible to the arms of the

Sienpi, and to the laws of China *'. The courfe

of their emigration foon carried them beyond the

mountains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinefe

geography j but we are able to diftinguifh the

two great divifions of thefe formidable exiles,

which direfled their march towards the Oxus,

The white and towards the Volga. The firft of thefe colo-

Sogdiana. nies cftabliflied their dominion in the fruitful

and extenfive plains of Sogdiana, on the Eaftern

fide of the Cafpian : where they preferved the

name of Huns, with the epithet of Euthalites^

or Nepthalites. Their manners were foftenedi

and even their features were infenfibly improved,

by the mildnefs of the climate, and their long

refidence in a flourifhing province *% which might

fliU

45 M. de Guignes has fkilfuily traced the footfteps of the Huns

through the vaft deferts of Tartary (torn. ii. p. 123. 277, &c.

325, &c.).

46 Mohammed, Sultan of Caiizme, reigned In Sogdiana, when

jt was invaded (A. D. iai8.) by Zingis and his moguls. The

Oriental hiftorlans (fee d'Herbelot, Petit, de la Croix, &c.) cele-

brate
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Hill retain a faint imprefiion of the arts ot ^J^.^,^*

Greece *^ The white Fluns, a name which they «
^,
—

*

derived from the change of their complexions,

foon abandoned the paftoral life of Scythia.

Gorgo, which, under the appellation of Carizmc,

has fince enjoyed a temporary fplendour, was

the refidence of the king, who exercifed a legal

authority over an obedient people. Their lux-

ury was maintained by the labour of the Sog-

dians } and the only veftige of their ancient bar-

barifm, was the cuftom which obliged all the

companions, perhaps to the number of twenty,

who had fhared the liberality of a wealthy lord,

to be buried alive in the fame grave *^ The
vicinity of the Huns to the provinces of Perfia,

involved them in frequent and bloody contefts

with the power of that monarchy. But they

refpetSled, in peace, the faith of treaties j in war,

the didates of humanity; and their memorable

victory over Ptrofes, or Firuz, difplayed the

moderation, as well as the valour, of the Bar-

barians. Tht fecond dW\^\on of their countrymen. The Hunt

the Huns, who gradually advanced towards the °a.^^^^'^^'

bi-ate the populous cllies wliicli he ruined, and the fruitful country

which he deibiated. In the next century, the fame provinces of

Chorafmia and Mawaralnahr were defcribcd by Abulfcda (Hudfon,

Geograph. Minor, torn. iii.). Their aflunl mifery may be fecn in

the Genealogical Hiliory of the Tartars, p. 423—46(5.

47 Juftin (xli. 6.) has left a (hort abridgment of the Greek kino-s

of Baftriana. To their induftry I fliould afcribe the new and extra-

ordinary trade, which traEfported the merchandizes of India Into

Europe, by the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Cyrus, the Phafis, and the

Euxine. The other ways, both of the land and fca, were poflefled

by the Seleucides and the Ptolemies. (See TEfprit des Loix,

i. xxi.)

43 Procopius de Bell. Pcrfico, 1. i. c. 3, p. 9.

Vol. IV. B b North-
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CHAP. North-weft, were exercifed by the hardfhips of

a colder climate, and a more laborious march.

NecefTity compelled them to exchange the filks

of China, for the furs of Siberia ^ the imperfeft

rudiments of civilifed life were obliterated j and

the native fiercenefs of the Huns was exafperated

by their intercourfe with the favage tribes, who

were compared, with foine propriety, to the wild

beafts of the defert. Their independent fpirit

foon rejedted the hereditary fuccefilon of the

Tanjous j and while each hord was governed by

its peculiar Murfa, their tumultuary council di-

re(fled the public meafures of the whole nation.

As late as the thirteenth century, their tranfient

refidence on the Eaftern banks of the Volga, was

attefted by the name of Great Hungary *°. In

the winter, they defcended with their flocks and

herds towards the mouth of that mighty river •,

and their fummer excurfions reached as high as

the latitude of Saratotf^ or perhaps the conflux of

the Kama. Such at leaft were the recent limits

of the black Calmucks ''', who remained about a

century under the protection of Ruflia; and wha
have fince returned to their native feats on the

frontiers of the Chinefe empire. The march,

and the return, of thofe wandering Tartars,

49 In the thirteenth eentmy, the monk Rubniquis (who tra-

velled the immenfe plain of Kipzak, in his journey to the court of

the Great Khan) obfei ved the remarkable name of Hungary, with the

traces of a common language and origin (Hift. des Voyages, torn. vii.

p. 269.).

s° Bell (vol. i. p. 29—34.), and the editors of the Genealogical

Hlftory (p. 539-)> '^^^^ defcribed the Calmucks of tlie Volga in the

befc;,inning of the piefent century.

whofe
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whofe united camp confifts of fifty thoufand tents *"J^yT^'

or families, illuftrate the diftant emigrations of <

^
•

the ancient Huns*'.

It is impofTible to fill the dark interval of Their con-

time, which elapied, after the Huns of the Volga Alani.

were loft in the eyes of the Chinefe; and before

they Ihewed themfelves to thofc of the Romans.

There is fome reafon, howeverj to apprehend,

that the fame force which had driven them from

their native feats, ftill continued to impel their

march towards the frontiers of Europe. The

power of the Sienpi, their implacable enemies,

which extended above three thoufand miles

from Eaft to Wefl: *\ mud have gradually op-

prefTed them by the weight and terror of a for-

midable neighbourhood: and the fiig^it of the

tribes of Scythia would inevitably tend to increafe

the ftrength, or to contraft the territories, of the

Huns. The harfli and obfcure appellations of

thofe tribes would ofi^snd the ear, without inform-

51 This great tranrmlgrarion of 300,000 Calmucks, or Torgouts,

happened in the year 1771. The oiiginal narrative ofKien-long,

the reigning emperor of China, which was intended for the infcrip-

tion of a column, has been tranflated by the millionaries of Pekin

(Memoire fur la Chine, torn. i. p. 4.01—418.). The emperor af-

fefts the fniooth and fpecious language of the Son of Heaven, and.

the Father of his People.

5» The Kang-Mou (torn. iii. p. 44.7.) afcribes to their conquefts

afpace of 14,000 /;'». According to the prePcnt (landard, 200 Hi (or

more accurately 193) are equal to one degree of latitude 3 and one

En<^lifti mile confequently exceeds three miles of China. But there

are Itrong reafons to believe that the ancient /;' fcarcely equalled one-

half of the modern. See the elaborate refearchcs of M. d'Anville,

a geographer, who is not a ftranger in any age, or climate, cf the

globe (Meraoires de I'Acad. torn, ii, p. 125— 502. Meafures Iti*

neraires, p. 154— 167.).

B b 2 ing
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CHAP, ing- the underdandinff, of rhe reader i but I can-

not fupprcfs the very natural fufpicion, that the

Huns of the North derived a confiderable rein-

forcement from the ruin of the dynafty of the

South, which, in the courfe of the third century,

fubmitted to the dominion of China; that the

bravefl warriors marched away in fearch of their

free and adventurous countrymen j and that, as

they had been divided by profperity, they were

eafily re-united by the common hardlhips of

their adverfe fortune *^ The Huns, wiih their

flocks and herds, their wives and children, their

dependents and allies, were tranfported to the

"Weft of the Volga : and they boldly advanced to

invade the country of the Alani, a paftoral peo-

ple who occupied, or wafted, an extenfive trad" of

the deferts of Scythia. The plains between the

Volga and the Tanais were covered with the

tents of the Alani, but their name and manners

were diff"ufed over the wide extent of their con-

quefts; and the painted tribes of the Agathyrft

and Geloni were confounded among their vaffals.

Towards the North, they penetrated into the

frozen regions of Siberia, among the favages

who were accuftomed, in their rage or hunger,

to the tafte of human flefti : and their Southern

inroads were puftied as far as tlie confines of

Perfia and India. The mixture of Sarmatic and

«5 See the Hiftoire des Huns, torn. ii. p. 125— 144. The fub-

fequent biftoi-y (p. 14-5 — 277) of three or four Hunnic dynafties

rviilenrly proves, that their martial Ipirit was not impaired by a long

refidcnce in China.

German
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German blood had contributed to improve the ^^^j^'

features of the Alani, to whiten their fwarthy

complexions, and to tinge their hair with a yel-

lowifh caft, which is feldom found in the Tar-

tar race. They were lefs deformed in their per-

fons, Icfs brutifh in their manners, than the Huns i

but they did not yield to thofe formidable Bar-

barians in their martial and independent fpiritj

in the love of freedom, which rtjecled even the

ufe of domeftic (laves ; and in the love of arms,

which confidered war and raping as the pleafure

and the giory of mankind. A naked fcymetar,

fixed in the ground, was the only objeift of their

religious worOiip ; the fcalp.s of their enemies

formed the coftly trappings of their horfes; and

they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pufil-

lanimous warriors, who patiently expelled the

infirmities of age, and the tortures of lingering

difeafe ^*. On the banks of the Tanais, the mi-

litary power of the Huns and the Alani encoun-

tered each other with equal valour, but with

unequal fuccefs. The Huns prevailed in the

bloody conteft : the king of the Alani was flain ;

and the remains of the vanquiflied nation were

difperfed by the ordinary alternative of flight or

fubmiffion ". A colony of exiles found a feeu re

SA Utque hominibus quietis et placldis otiiim eft voluptabile, ita

illos peiicula juvant et bella. Judicatur ibi beatus qui in proelio

profuderit animam : fenefcentes etiam et fortuitis mortibus mundo

digreflbs, ut degeneres et ignavos conviciis atrocibiis inlcftantur.

We muft think highly of the conquerors oifuch men.

5S On the f'ubje(5t of the Alani, fee Ammianus (xxxi. a.), Jor-

nandeis (de Rebus Geticis, c. 2+.)» ^' ^^ Ouignes (Hift. des Huns,

tom.ii. p. 279.), and the Genealogical Hiilory of the Tartars

(torn. Ji. p. 617.).

B b 3 refuge
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^xxvi^
refuge in the mountains of Caucafus, between the

t.,—y-—' Euxine and the Cafpianj where they ftill preferve

their name and their independence. Another

colony advanced, with more intrepid courage,

towards the fhores of the Baltic; aflbciated

themfelves with the Northern tribes of Ger-

many j and lliared the fpoil of the Roman pro-

vinces of Gaul and Spain. But the greateft

pare of the nation of the Alani embraced

the offers of an honourable and advantageous

union : and the Huns, who elleemcd the valour

of their lefs fortunate enemies, proceeded, with

an increafe of numbers and confidence, to invade

the limits of the Gothic empire.
Tlinr VIC- 'pj-,^ oreat Hermanric, whofe dominions ex-
tcnes over

j r
the Goths, tended from the Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed,
' ^^^'

in the full maturity of age and reputation, the

fruit of his vidories, when he was alarmed by

the formidable approach of an hoil of unknown

enemies ^% on whom his barbarous fubjedls might,

without injuftice, beftow the epithet of Barba-

rians. The numbers, the ftrength, the rapid

motions, and the implacable cruelty of the Huns,

were felt, and dreaded, and magnified, by the

aflonifhed Goths ; who beheld their fields and

villages confumed with flames, and deluged with

jndifcriminate flaughter. To thefe real terrors,

f<5 As we are poffefkd cf the authentic hiftory of the Huns, it

would be impertinent to repeat, or to refute, the fables, which mif-

reprefent their origin and progjel's, their paffage of the mud or water

of the Ma^otis, in purluit cf an ox or flag, les Indes qu'ils avoicnt

decouverles, See. (Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 224. Sozomcn, 1. vi. c. 37.

Proccpius Hi(t. Mifcell. c. 5. Jornandes, c. 24. Grandeur et

Pecadence, Sec. des Remains, c. 17.)'

they
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tliey added, the furprife and abhorrence which ^J^^,^*

were excited by the fhrili voice, the uncouth

geftures, and the ftrange deformity of the Huns.

Thefe favages of Scythia were compared (and the

pi6lure had fome rcfemblance) to the animals

who walk very aukwardly on two legs j and to

the mif-fhapen figures, the Termini^ which were

often placed on the bridges of antiquity. They
were diftinguiflied from the reft of the human

fpecies by their broad ihoulders, flat nofes, and

fmall black eyes, deeply buried in the head ; and

as they were almoft dellitute of beards, they ne-

ver enjoyed either the manly graces of youth, or

the venerable afpect of age". A fabulous origin

was afllgned, worthy of their form and manners

;

that the witches of Scythia, who, for their foul

and deadly pradices, had been driven from fo-

ciety, had copulated in the defert with infernal

fpirits i and that the Huns were the offspring of

this execrable conjuni5lion **. The tale, fo full

of horror and abfurdity, was greedily embraced

by the credulous hatred of the Goths j but, while

it gratified their hatred, it encreafed their fear;

fince the pofterity of daemons and witches might

be fuppofed to inherit fome Ihare of the praster-

S7 Prodigiofx formse, et pandi j ut bipedes exiftimes beftias j vel

quales in commarginandis pontibus, effigiati llipites dolantui' in-

coinpti. Ammian. xxxi. i. Jorriandes (c. 24-) draws a ftroiig

caricature of a Calmuck face. Species pavenda nigredine ....
qu^dam df fonnis offa, non facies 5 habenlquc magis pun6la quani

lumina. See Buffon, Hilh Naturelie, torn. iii. p. 380.

S^ Tliis execrable origin, which Jornandes (c.24.) defcribes with

the rancour of a Goth, miglit be originally derived from a more

plealing fable of the Greeks (Herodot. 1. iv. c. 9, &c.).

B b 4 natural
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^xxv/* "^^^^^^ powers, as well as of the malignant tem-

per, of their parents. Againft thefe enemies,

Hermanric prepared to exert the united forces

of the Gothic flare ; but he foon difcovered that

his vafTal tribes, provoked by oppreffion, were

much more inclined to fecond, than to repel, the

invafion of the Huns. One of the chiefs of the

Roxolani *' had formerly deferted the ftandard of

Hermanric, and the cruel tyrant had condenined

the innocent wife of the traitor to be torn afun-

der by wild horfes. The brothers of that unfor-

tunate woman fcized the favourable moment of

revenge. The aged king of the Goths languifh-

ed fome time after the dangerous wound which

he received from their daggers : but the conduct

of the war was retarded by his infirmities; and

the public councils of the nation were diftradled

by a fpirit of jealoufy and difcord. His death,

which has been imputed to his own defpair, left

the reins of government in the hands of Withi-

mer, who, with the doubtful aid of fome Scythian

mercenaries, maintained the unequal conteft againft

the arms of the Huns and the Alani, till he was

defeated and flain, in a decifive battle. The
Oftrogoths fubmitted to their fate: and the royal

race of the Amali will hereafter be found among

the fubjeds of the haughty Attila. But the per-

fon of Witheric, the infant king, was faved by

S9 The Roxolani may be the fathers of the Voc^, the RuJ^ant

(d'Anville, Empire de Kuflle, p. i — io.)> whofe refidence (A. D.

86 z.) about Novogrod Veliki cannot be very remote from that which

the Geographer of Ravenna (i. 12. iv. 4. 46. v. 28. 30.) afligns to

the Roxolarti (A, D.886.).

the
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the dllio-ence of Alatheus and Saphrax ; two war- chap.
. XXVI

riors of approved valour and fidelity i who, by

cautious marches, conduced the independent

remains of the nation of the Oftrogoths towards

the Danaftus, or Niefterj a confiderable river,

which now feparates the Turkifh dominions froin

the empire of RufTia. On the banks of the Ni-

efter, the prudent Athanaric, more attentive to

his own than to the general fafety, had fixed the

camp of the Vifigothsi with the firm refolution

of oppofing tlie vi6torious Barbarians, whom he

thought it lefs advifable to provoke. The ordi-

nary fpeed of the Huns was checked by the weight

of baggage, and the incumbrance of captives;

but their military fkill deceived, and almofl de-

ftroyedj the army of Athanaric. While thejudge

of the Vifigoths defended the banks of the Niefter,

he was encompaflfed and attacked by a numerous

detachment of cavalry, who, by the light of the

moon, had pafTed the river in a fordable place;

and, it was not without theutmoft effx)rts of cou-

rage and conduft, that he was able to effe(5l his

retreat towards the hilly country. The undaunt-

ed general had already formed a new and judi-

cious plan of defenfive war ; and the ftrong lines,

which he was preparing to conftruft between the

mountains, the Pruth and the Danube, would

have fccured the extenfive and fertile territory

that bears the modern name of Walachia, from

the deilrudive inroads of the Huns *°. But the

'o The text of Ammianus feems to be impeifeft, or corrupt
j

but the nature of the ground explains, and ainioft defines, the Go-
thic rampart. Memoircs de rAcademie, &c. torn, xxviii. p.444—

.

462.

hopes
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CHAP, hopes and meafures of the judge of the Vifigoths

v_ -^-
'

'

were ibon difappointed, by the trembling impa-

tience of his difmaycd countrymen ; who were

perfuaded by their fears, that the interpofition of

the Danube was the only barrier that could fave

them from the rapid purfuit, and invincible va-

lour, of the Barbarians of Scythia. Under the

command of Frieigern and Alavivus*', the body

of the nation haftily advanced to the banks of the

great river, and implort^d the protecflion of the

Roman emperor of the Eaft. Athanaric himfelf^

ftill anxious to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired,

with a band of faithful followers, into the moun-

tainous country of Caucaland j which appears to

have been guarded, and almofl: concealed, by the

impenetrable forefts of Tranfylvania "*.

TheGoths After Valens had terminated the Gothic war
imploicthe

^^jj.j^ fome appearance of elory and fuccefs, he
prottCiion '^^ ...
ofValens, made a prog'refs through his dominions of Afia,

' * ^" and at length fixed his refidence in the capital of

Syria. The five years "^ which he fpent at Air-

tioch were employed to watch, from a fecure

diftance, the hoftile defigns of the Perfian mo-

narch; to check the depredations of the Saracens

and Ifaurians ^*i to enforce, by arguments more

6i ivl, (le Ruat (Hlft. dcs Peuples-de i'Europe, torn, vi, p. 4.07,)

has conceivt'd a ilrange idea, that Alavivus was the fame perfon as

Ulphilas the Gothic bifliop: and that Ulphilas, the grandfon of a

Cappadocian captive, became a temporal prince of the Goths.

6* Ammianus (xxxi. 5.) and Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis,

c. 24.) del'cribe the fubverfion of the Gothic empire by the Huns.

^? The chronology of Ammianus is obfcure and imperfect. Til-

lemont has laboured to clear and fettle the annals of Valens.

^* Zofimus, I. iv. p. 223. Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 38. The Ifau-

rians, each winter, infefted the roads of Afia Minor, as far as the

neighbourhood of Conftantinople. Bafil, Epift. ccl. apud Tillemont,

Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 106.

prevalent



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 379

prevalent than thofe of reafon and eloquence, the ^
"^vl*

belief of the Arian theology i and to fatisfy his -^

v
—

'

anxious fufpicions by the promifcuous execution

of the innocent and the guilty. But the atten-

tion of the emperor was moft ferioufly engaged,

by the innportant intelligence which he received

from the civil and military officers who were

entruflcd with the defence of the Danube. He
was informed, that the North was agitated by a

furious tempefti that the irruption of the Huns,

an unknown and monftrous race of favages, had

•fubverted the power of the Goths i and that the

fiippliant multitudes of that warlike nation, whofe

pride was now humbled in the dufl:, covered a

fpace of many miles along the banks of the river.

With out-ftretched arms, and pathetic lament-

ations, they loudly deplored their paft misfor-

tunes and their prefent danger ; acknowledged,

that their only hopeof fafety was in the clemency

of the Roman government ; and moft folemnly

protefted, that if the gracious liberality of the

emperor would permit them to cultivate the wade

lands of Thrace, they (hould ever hold themfelves

bound, by the ftrongeft obligations of duty and

gratitude, to obey the laws, and to guard the

limits, of the republic. Thefe aflu ranees were

confirmed by the ambaffadors of the Got hs, who
impatiently expeded, from the month of Valens,

an anfwer that muft finally determine the fate of

their unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the

Eaft was no longer guided by the wifdom and

authority of his elder brother, whofe death hap- A.D. 375.

pened towards the end of the preceding year

:

7 and
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CHAP, and as the diftrefsful fituation of the Goths re-
XXVI.

quired an inftant and peremptory decifion, he

was deprived of the favourite refource of feeble

and timid minds; who confider the ufe of dilatory

and ambiguous meafures as the mod admirable

efforts of confummate prudence. As long as the

fame pafTions and interefts fubfifl: among man-

kind, the queftions of war and peace, of juftice

and policy, which were debated in the councils

of antiquity, will frequently prefent themfelves

as the fubject of modern deliberation. But the

mod experienced ftatefman of Europe, has never

been fummoned to confider the propriety, or the

danger, of admitting, or rejefling, an innume-

rable multitude of Barbarians, who are driven by

defpair and hunger to folicit a fettlement on the

territories of a civilifcd nation. When that im-

portant propofition, fo effentially connefled with

the public fafety, was referred to the minifters of

Valens, they were perplexed and divided ; but

they foon acquiefced in the flattering fentiment

which feemed the mod favourable to the pride,

the indolence, and the avarice of their fovereign.

The flaves, who were decorated with the titles

of pragfefts and generals, dilTembled or difregard-

cd the terrors of this national emigration j fo

extremely different from the partial and acci-

dental colonies, which had been received on the,

extreme limits of the empire. But they applaud-

ed the liberality of fortune, which had conduced,

from the mod didant countries of the globe, a

numerous and invincible army of drangers, to

defend the throne of Valens ; who might now add

to
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to the royal treafures, the immenfe fums of gold ^
"xvi^*

fupplied by the provincials to compenfate their u ^y,—1

annual proportion of recruits. The prayers of

the Goths were granted, and their fervice was

accepted by the Imperial court : and orders were

immediately difpatched to the civil and military

governors of the Thracian diocefe, TO make the

neceflary preparations for the paflage and fub-

fiftence of a great people, till a proper and fuf-

ficient territory could be allotted for their future

refidence. The liberality of the emperor was

accompanied, however, with two harfli and ri-

gorous conditions, which prudence might jullify

on the fide of the Romans; but which diftrefs

alone could extort from the indignant Goths.

Before they pafTed the Danube, they were requir-

ed to deliver their arms : and it was infilled,

that their children fhould be taken from them,

and difperfed through the provinces of Afia;

where they might be civilifed by the arts of edu-

cation, and ferve as hoftages to fecure the fidelity

of their parents.

During this fufpenfe of a doubtful and diftant They are

negociation, the impatient Goths made fome ovTr^the

rafh attempts to pafs the Danube, without the Danuhe

permifiion of the government, whofe prote6tion Roman

ihey had implored. Their motions were ftridly
^'^^'* *

obferved by the vigilance of the troops which

were ft:ationed along the river j and their fore-

molt detachments were defeated with confiderable

Daughter : yet fuch were the timid councils of

the reign of Valens, that the brave officers who
had
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CHAP, had ferved their country in the execution of their
XXVI.

duty, were punifhed by the lofs of their employ-

ments, and narrowly efcaped the lofs of their

heads. The Imperial mandate was at length

received for tranfporting over the Danube the

whole body of the Gothic nation ^^
; but the exe-

cution of this order was a tafk of labour and dif-

ficulty. The ftream of the Danube, which in

thofe parts is above a mile broad ^^, had been

fwelled by incelTant rains j and, in this tumultu-

ous paffage, many were fwept away, and drowned,

by the rapid violence of the current. A large

fleet ofveffels, of boats, and of canoes, was pro-

vided : many days and nights they palTed and

repafTed with indefatigable toil ; and the mofl

ftrenuous diligence was exerted by the officers of

Valens, that not a fingle Barbarian, of thofe who

were referved to fubvert the foundations of Rome,
fhould be left on the oppofite fhore. It was

thought expedient that an accurate account fliould

be taken of their numbers j but the perfons who

were employed foon defifted, with amazement

and difmay, from the profecution of the endlefs

^s The paflage of the Danube is expofedby Amiiiianus (xxxi.3,4.),

Zofimus (l.iv. p. 223, 224.), Eunapius in Excerpt. Legat. p. 19,

ao.), and Jornandes (c. 25, 26.). Ammianus declares (c. 5.), that

he means only, ipfas rerum digerere fummitates. But he often takes a

falfe meafure of their importance ; and his fuperfluous prolijtity is

difagreeably balanced by his unfeafonable brevity. .

^^ Chlfhull, a curious traveller, has remarked the breadth of the

Danube, which he paffed to the fouth of Buchareft, near the conflux

of the Argifli (p. 77.)- He admires the beauty and fpontaneous

plenty of Majfia, or Bulgaria.

and
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and imprafticable tafk*^: and the principal hif- chap.
. , XXVI.

torian of the age mod ferioufly affirms, that the . -^-
'

j

prodigious armies of Darius and Xerxes, which

had fo long been confidered as the fables of vain

and credulous antiquity, were now juftified, in

the eyes of mankind, by the evidence of faft and

experience. A probable teftimony has fixed the

number of the Gothic warriors at two hundred

thoufand men ; and if we can venture to add the

juft proportion of women, of children, and of

fiaves, the whole mafs of people which compofed

this formidable emigration, muft have amounted

to near a million of perfons, of both fexes, and of

all ages. The children of the Goths, thofe at

leafi: of a diftinguiflied rank, were feparated from

the multitude. They were conducted, without

delay, to the diftant feats affigned for their refi-

dence and education j and as the numerous train

of hoftages or captives pafled through the cities,

their gay and fpiendid apparel, their robuft and

martial figure, excited the furprife and envy of

the Provincials. But the ftipulation, the niofi:

ofFenfive to the Goths, and the mofl: important

to the Romans, was fnamefully eluded. The
Barbarians, who confidered their arms as the en-

figns of honour, and the pledges of fafety, were

difpofed to offer a price, which the luft or avarice

of the Imperial officers was eafily tempted to

^7 Quern fi fcire velit, Libyci velit aequorls Idem

Scire quam multae Zephyro truduntur harenae.

Ammianus has inferred, in his profe, thefe lines of Virgil (Georglc.

L ii.), originally defigned by the poet to exprefs the impoffibility of

numbering the different forts of vines. See Plin. Hift. Natur.

1. xiv,

accept.
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CHAP, accept. To preferve their arms, the haughty

^-v—^ warriors confented, with Tome reluctance, to

proftitute their wives or their daughters ; the

charms of a beauteous maid, or a comely boy,

fecured the connivance of the infpedlors j who
fometimes caft an eye of covetoufnefs on the

fringed carpets and linen garments of their new

allies ", or who facrificed their duty to the mean

confideration of filling their farms with cattle, and

their houfes with (laves. The Goths, with arms

in their hands, were permitted to enter the boats

;

and, when their ftrength was colle6led on the

other fide of the river, the immenfe camp which

was fpread over the plains and the hills of the

Lower Msfia, afilimed a threatening and even

hoftilc afpeft. The leaders of the Olirogoths,

Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardians of their

infant king, appeared foon afterwards on the

Northern banks of the Danube ; and immediately

difpatched their ambafiiadors to the court of An-
tioch, to folicit, with the fame profefllons of

allegiance and gratitude, the fame favour which

had been granted to the fuppliant Vifigoths.

The abfolute refufal of Valens fufpended their

progrefs, and difcovered the repentance, the fuf-

picions, and the fears, of the Liiperial council.

Their dlf- An undifciplined and unfettled nation of Bar-

difcome'^t
barians required the firmeft temper, and the

moll dexterous management. The daily fub-

63 Eunapius and Zofimus curioufly fpccify thefe articles of Gothic

wealth and luxury. Yet it muft be preuuned, that they were the

inanufa6lures of the provinces j which the Barbarians had acquired

as the fpoils of war j or as the gifts, or meichandife, of peace.

fiflencs
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frdcnce of near a million of extraordinary fubje^^ls ^
f\/j/*-

could be fupplied only by conftant and fkilful

diligence, and might continually be interrupted

by niillake or accident. The infolcnce, or the

indignation, of the Goths, if they conceived them-

felves to be the objeds, either of fear, or of

contempt, might urge them to the mofl: defpcrate

extremities; and the fortune of the ftate feemed

to depend on the prudence, as well as the inte-

grity, of the generals of V^alens. At this im-

portant crifis, the military government of Thrace

was exercifed by Lupicinus and Maximus, in

whofe venal minds the flightefl hope of private

emolument outweighed every coniideration of

public advantage J and whofe guilt was only alle-

viated by their incapacity of difcerning the per-

nicious effeds of their rafli and criminal admini-

ftration. Infliead of obeying the orders of their

fovereign, and fatisfying, with decent liberality,

the demands of the Goths, they levied an unge-

nerous and oppreflive tax on the wants of the

hungry Barbarians. The vilefi: food was fold at

an extravagant price; and, in the room of whol-

fome and fubftantial provifions, the markets were

filled with the flelh of dogs, and of unclean ani-

mals, who had died of difeafe. To obtain the

valuable Jicquifition of a pound of bread, the

Goths refigned the pofTefTion of an cxpenfive,

though ferviceable, flave; and a fmall quantity

- of meat was greedily purchafcd with ten pounds

of a precious, but ufelefs, metal*'. When their

property

^9 Decern Uhras ; the word yF.wr mnft be un(l.''ifi:coJ. Jornanclcs

ictrnys the pafiions and prejudices of a Goth. The fiirvllc Greeks,

Vol. IV. C < Eunapius
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c H A?' property was exhaufted, they continued this ne-

cefTary traffic by the fale or their fons and daugh-

ters ; and not\?vithftanding the love of freedom,

which aninnated every Gothic breafl-, they fub-

mitted to the humiliating maxim, that it was

better for their children to b^ maintained in a

fervile condition, than to periili in a ftate of

wretched and hclplefs independence. The mofi:

lively refentment is excited by the tyranny of

pretended benefactors, who fternly exafl the debt

of gratitude which they have cancelled by fub-

fequent injuries: a fpirit of difcontent infenfibly

arofe in the camp of the Barbarians, who plead-

ed, without fuccefs, the merit of their patient

and dutiful behaviour; and loudly complained of

the inhofpitable treatment which they had re-

ceived from their new allies. They beheld around

them the wealth and plenty of a fertile province,

in the midft of which they fufifered the intolerable

hardfhips of artificial famine. But the means of

relief, and even of revenge, were in their hands

;

fince the rapacioufncfs of their tyrants had left,

to an injured people, the pofleffion and the ufe

of arms. The clamours of a multitude, un-

taught to difguife their fentiments, announced the

lirft fymptoms of refiflance, and alarmed the

timid and guilty minds of Lupicinus and Max-

imus. Thofe crafty minifters, who fubftituted

Eunapius and Zofimus, difguife the Roman oppicfTion, and execrate

the perfidy of the Barbarians. Ammianus, a patriot hiftorian,

nightly, and reluftantly, touches on the odious fubjefl. Jerom,

who wrote almoft on the fpot, is fair, though concife.. Per avari-.

tiain Maxirai ducis, ad rebellionem fame coa^i funt (in Chron.).

the
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the cunning of temporary expedients to the wife ^Jl^j^*

and falutary counfels of general policy, attempted < y ^
to remove the Goths from their dangerous ftation

on the frontiers of the empire j and to difperfe

them, in feparate quarters of cantonm.ent, through

the interior provinces. As they were confcious

how ill they had deferved the refped, or con-

fidence, of the Barbarians, they diligently col-

Ie(5led, from every fide, a military force, that

might urge the tardy and reludlant march of a

people, who had not yet renounced the title, or

the duties, of Roman fubjefts. But the generals

of Valens, while their attention was folely direft-

ed to the difcontented Vifigoths, imprudently

difarmed the fhips and the fortifications, which

conftituted the defence of the Danube. The

fatal overfight was obferved, and improved, by

Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxioufly watched

the favourable moment of efcaping from the pur-

fuit of the Huns. By the help of fuch rafts and

vefTels as could be haflily procured, the leaders

of the Oftrogoths tranfported, without oppofition,

their king and their army ; and boldly fixed an

hoftile and independent camp on the territories

of the empire ^°.

Under the name of judges, Alavivus and Fri- Revolt of

tigern were the leaders of the Vifigoths in peace ;„ Moeiu,

and war; and the authority which they derived ^"'' ^'^*="^

.

'
firft VIC-

from their birth, was ratified by the free confent tori»€.

of the nation. In a feafon of tranquillity, their

power might have been equal, as well as their

7° Ammianus, xxxi. 4, 5.

C c 2 rafik

;
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^Jl.^.^- rank ; but, as foon as their countrymen were

exafperated by hunger and opprefiion, the fupe-

rior abilities of Fritigern afiumed the military

command, which he was qualified to exercife

for the public welfare. He reftrained the impa-

tient fpirit of the Vifigoths, till the injuries and

the infults of their tyrants fhould juftify their

refiftance in the opinion of mankind : but he was

not difpofed to facrifice any folid advantages for

the empty praile of juftice and moderation.

Senfible of the benefits which would refult from

the union of the Gothic powers under the fame

flandard, he fecretly cultivated the friendlTiip of

the Oftrogoths j and while he profefled an im-

plicit obedience to the orders of the Roman
generals, he proceeded by flow marches towards

Marcianopolis, the capital of the Lower Msefia,

about feventy miles from the banks of the Da-

nube. On that fatal fpot, the flames of difcord

and mutual hatred burft forth into a dreadful

conflagration. Lupicinus had invited the Gothic

chiefs to a fplendid entertainment i and their

martial train remained underarms at the entrance

of the palace. But the gates of the city were

ftriftly guarded ; and the Barbarians were fl:ernly

excluded from the ufe of a plentiful market, to

which they afierted their equal claim of fubjecls

and allies. Their humble prayers were rejected

with infolence and derifion ; and as their pa-

tience was now exhaufted, the townfmen,the fol-

diers, and the Goths, were foon involved in a

conflicl" of palTionate altercation and angry re-

proaches.
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preaches. A blow was imprudently given ; a
^^J^yj^"

fword was haftily drawn ; and the firft blood that

was fpik in this accidental quarrel, becanme the

fio-nal of a long; and dellruclive war. In the

midll of noife and brutal intemperance, Lupi-

cinus was informed, by a fecret mefTengcr, that

many of his foldiers were flain, and defpoiled of

their arms 3 and as he was already inflamed by

wine, and opprefl^ed by fleep, he iflued a rafh

command, that their death fhould be revenged

by the malTacre of the guards of Fritigern and

Alavivus. The clamorous Ihouts and dying

groans apprifed Fritigern of his extreme danger :

and, as he pofleffed the calm and intrepid fpirit

of a hero, he faw that he was loft if he allowed a

moment of deliberation to the man who had fo

deeply injured him. " A trifling difpute, faid

« the Gothic leader, with a firm but gentle tone
«f of voice, appears to have arifen between the

" two nations ; but it may be produflive of the

" moft dangerous confequences, unlefs the tu-

" mult is immediately pacified by the allurance

" cf our fafety. and the authority of our pre-

<' fence." At thefe words, Fritigern and his

companions drew their Avords, opened their paf-

fage through the unrefifting crowd, which filled

the palace, the fcreets, and the gates, of Marcia-

nopolis, and, mounting their horfes, haftily

vaniflied from the eyes of the aftoniftied Romans.

The generals of the Goths were faluted by the

fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp : war

was inftantly refolved, and the refolution was

C c 3 executed
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^^^./- executed without delay : the banners of the nation

were difplayed according to the cuftoiii of their

anceftors j and the air refounded with the harfli

and mournful mufic of the Barbarian trumpet ^^

The weak and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared

to provoke, who had negleded to deftroy, and

who ftill pi-efumed to defpife, his formidable ene-

my, marched againfl: the Goths^ at the head of

fuch a military force as could be collecfled on this

fudden emergency. The Barbarians expecled his

approach about nine miles from Marcianopolis ;

and on this occafion the talents of the general

Vv^ere found to be of more prevailing efficacy than

the weapons and difcipline of the troops. The

valour of the Goths was fo ably direiHied by the

genius of Fritigern. that they broke, by a clofe

and vigorous attack, the ranks of the Roman
legions. Lupicinus left his' arms and fiandards,

his tribunes and his braveft foldiers, on the field

of battle ; and their ufelefs courage ferved only

to protect the ignominious flight of their leader.

<' That fuccefsful day put an end to the diftrefs

" of the Barbarians, and the fecurity of the Ro-
" mans : from that day, the Goths, renouncing

" the precarious condition of ftrangers and exiles,

" afTumed the charader of citizens and mafters,

" claimed an abfolute dominion over the pof-

" feffors of land, and held, in their own right,

" the northern provinces of the empire, which

*' are bounded by the Danube." Such are the

words

71 Vexillis de mere fubbtis, aiiditifque trijie f-r.antibus ciajftas. Am-
niian. xjcxi. 5. Thefe are the .aum ccrrua of Claudian (in Rufin. ii.

57.)'
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words of the Gothic hiftorian ^', who celebrates, chap.
. I r I

•
XXVI.

with rude eloquence, the glory of his country-

men. But the dominion of the Barbarians was

cxercifed only for the purpofes of rapine and de-

ftruiftion. As they had been deprived, by the

minilters of the emperor, of the common benefits

of nature, and the fair intercourfe of focial life,

they retaliated the injuftice on the fubjeds of the

empire J and the crimes of Lupi^inus were ex- Theype

piated by the ruin of the peaceful hufbandm.en of to¥iu

Thrace, the conflagration of their villages, and

the mallacre, or captivity, of their innocent fami-

lies. The report of the Gothic victory was foon

diffufed over the adjacent country j and while it

filled the minds of the Romans with terror and

difmay, their own hafty imprudence contributed

to increafe the forces of Fricigern, and the cala-

mities of the province. Some time before the

great, emigration, a numerous body of Goths,

under the command of Suerid and Colias, had

been received into the protedlion and fervice of

57.), the large liorns of the Uii, or wild bull ; fuch as have been

more recently ufcd by the Swils Cantons of Uri and Underwald

'(Simlcr de Rejiiiblica Helvet. 1. ii. p. 201. edit. Fulclin. Ticur.

173,^..). Their military horn is finely, though perhaps cafuailv,

introduced in an original narrative of the battle of Nancy (A, D.

1477.), *' Attendant le combat le dit cor fut corne par tiois fois,

" tant que le vent du foufltur pouvoit durer: ce qui efoahit fort

<* Monficur de Bourgoigne ; car deja a Morat Pai'olt ouy.'"'' (Sec the

Pieces Juftificatives in the 4to edition of Philippe de Coinines,

torn. iii. p. 4930-

7^ Jornandcs dc Rebus Geticis, c. 26. p. 648. edit. Grot. TheCe

Jplentiidlpanni (they are comparatively iuch) are undoubtedly tranfcribed

from the larger hiflories of Prifcus, Ablaviuc, or Caffiodorius.

C C 4 th^
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CM A P. the empire". They were encamped under the
^\A. V

walls of Hadrianople: but the ininifters of Valens

were anxious to remove them beyond the Hel-

lefpont, at a diftance from the dangerous tempt-

ation which might fo eafily be communicated by

the peighbourhood, and the fuccefs, of their

countrymen. The refpedlful fubmiflion v/ith

which they yielded to the order of their march,

might be confidered as a proof of their fidelity j

and their moderate requeft of a fufHcient allow-

ance of provifions, and of a delay of only two

days, was exprelTed in the moil dutiful terms.

But the firft magiftrate of Hadrianople, incenfed

by fome diforders which had been committed at

his country-houfe, refufed this indulgence ^ and

arming againft them the inhabitants and manu-

fafturers of a populous city, he urged, with hof-

tile threats, their inftant departure. The Bar-

barians ftood filent and amazed, till they were

exafperated by the infulting clamours, and mifiile

weapons, of the populace : but when patience or

contempt was fatigued, they crulhed the undif-

eiplined multitude, infiidled many a fhameful

wound on the backs of their flying enemies, and

defpoiled them of the fplcndid armour '% which

they were unworthy to bear. The refemblance

of their fufFerings and their a6lions foon united

this viAorious detachment to the nation of the

75 Cum populis fuis lonjje ante fufcepti. We are ignorant of the

prcciie date and circumftances of their tranfmigration.

V4- An Imperial manufafture of fhields, &c. was eftablifhed at

Kadrianople ; and the populace were headed by the Falricerjts, or

v/cvk-cacn (Vald". ad Ammian. xxxi. 6.).

VifigQthS3
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Vifisoths ; the troops of Colias and Suerid ex- c h a p.
'^ '

. .
XXVi.

peeled the approach of the great Fritigern, ranged ( .......^

themfelves under his ftandard, and fignalifed their

ardour in the fiege of Hadrianople. But the

refiftance of the garrifon informed the Barbarians,

that, in the attack of regular fortifications, the

efforts of unfl-iilful coura2;e are feldom cffeftual.

Their general acknowledged his error, raifed the

fiege, declared that " he was at peace with

*^ ftone walls '^" and revenged his difappoint-

ment on the adjacent country. He accepted,

with plcafure, the ufeful reinforcement of hardy

workmen, who laboured in the gold mines of

Thrace '^, for the emolument, and under the

lafh, of an unfeeling mafter "
: and thefe new

alTociates conduced the Barbarians, through the

fecret paths, to the mod fequeftered places, winch

had been chofen to fecure the inhabitants, the

cattle, and the magazines of corn. With the

aiTiflance of fuch guides, nothing could remain

impervious, or inaccelTible : refillance was fatal

;

flight was impradicablc i and tlije patient fub-

75 Pacem fibi efle cum parietibus memoians. Ammian. xxxi. 7.

7^' Thefe mines were in the country of the Befli, in the ridge of

mountains, the Rhodope, that runs belweeri Philippi and Phllippo-

polisi twt) Macedonian cities, which derived ihcir name and origin

fiom the fatlier of Alexander. From tlie mines of Thrace lie an-

nually received the value, not the weight, of a thoufand talents

(2®o,oool.)
J a revenue which paid the phalanx, and corrupted the

oiiitors of Greece. See Diodor, Siculus, torn, ii, 1. xvi. p. SS.

lit. WelTeling. Godefroy's Commentary on the Theodofian Code,

-oin. Jii. p. 496. Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. i. p. 676, 857.

D'Anville, Geographic Anciennc, torn. i. p, 336.

77 As thofe unhappy workmen often ran away, Valens had

enaiSlcd levere- laws to drag them from their hiding-places. Cod.

Thcodofia}!. 1.x. tit. xix. leg. 5. 7.

minioa
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^xxvT^'
"^^^'*^" ^^ hclplefs innocence feldom found mercy

u—^--^ from the Barbarian conqueror. In the courfe of

thefe depredations, a great number of the chil-

dren of the Goths, who had been fold into cap-

tivity, were reftored to the embraces of their

afflicfted parents j but theie tender interviews,

which might have revived and cherifhed in their

minds fome fentiments of humanity, tended only

to (limulate their native fiercenefs by the defire

of revenge. They liftened, with eager attention,

to the complaints of their captive children, who
had fuffered the moft cruel indignities from the

luftful or angry paflions of their mailers j and the

fame cruelties, the fame indignities, were feverely

retaliated on the fons and daughters of the Ro-

mans 7S

Operations The imprudcncc of Valens and his minifters had

introduced into the heart of the empire a nationtnic war.

A.D. 377- of enemies ; but the Vifigoths might even yet

have been reconciled, by the manly confefiion of

paft errors, and the fmcere performance of for-

mer engagements. Thefe healing and temperate

meafures feemied to concur with the timorous

difpofition of the fovereign of the Eaft : but, on

this occafion alone, Valens was brave ; and his

unfeafonable bravery was fatal to himfelf and to

his fubjects. He declared his intention of march-

ing from Antioch to Conflantinople, to fubdue

this dangerous rebellion -, and, as he was not

"3 See Ammianus, xxxi. 5, 6. The hidorian cf the Gothic war

lofes time and fpace, by an unleafonable recapitulation of the ancient

inroads of the Barbarians.
"^

isrnorant
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ignorant of the difEculties of the enterprlfe, he
^-j^vj^*

folicitcd the affiftance of his nephew, the emperor

Gratian, who commanded all the forces of the

Weft. The veteran troops v/ere haftily recalled

from the defence of Armenia; that important

frontier was abandoned to the difcretion of Saporj

and the immediate conduct of the Gothic war

was entrufted, during the abfence of Valens, to

his lieutenants Trajan and Profuturus, two gene-

rals who indulged themfelves in a very falfe and

favourable opiFiion of their own abilities. On

their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by Ri-

chomer, count of the domefiicsj and the auxili-

aries of the Weft, that marched under his ban-

ner, were compofed of the Gallic legions, reduced

indeed by a fpirit of defertion to the vain appear-

ances of ftrength and numbers. In a council of

war, which was influenced by pride, rather than

by reafon, it was refolved to feek, and to en-

counter, the Barbarians ; who lay encamped in

the fpacious and fertile meadows, near the moft

fouthern of the fix mouths of the Danube '^

Their camp was furrounded by the ufual forti-

fication of waggons ^°
-, and the Barbarians, fecure

79 The Itinerary of Antoninus (p. 226, 227. edit. Weffeling)

marks the fituation of this place about fixty miles north of Tcmi,

Ovid's exile: and the nnme o{ Salicet (the willows) exprefles the na-

ture of the foil.

8= This circle of waggons, the Carrago, was the Hfuar fortifica-

tion of the Barbarians (Vegetius dc Re Militari, 1. iii. c. 10.

Valefius ad Amniian, xxxi. 7.). The pra<5lice and the name were

prefcrved by their defcendants, as late as the fifteenth century. The
Cl>arroy, which furroiindcd the OJl, is a word familiar to the readers

of Froiffird, or Comines.

% within
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CHAP, within the vafi: circle of the inclofure, enjoyed the
XXVI.

fruits of their valour, and the fpoils of the pro-

vince. In the midfl of riotous intemperance, the

watchful Fritigern obferved the motions, and

penetrated the defigns, of the Romans. He
perceived, that the numbers of the enemy were

continually increafing ; and, as he underftood

their intention of attacking his rear, as foon as

the fcarcity of forage fliould oblige him to remove

his camp j he recalled to their flandard his pre-

datory detachments, which covered the adjacent

country. As foon as they defcried the flaming

beacons^', they obeyed, with incredible fpeed,

the fignal of their leader ; the camp was filled

with the martial crowd of Barbarians ; their im-

patient clamours demanded the battle, and their

tumultuous zeal was approved and animated by

the fpirit of their chiefs. The evening was al-

ready fnr advanced ; and the two armies prepared

themfelves for the approaching combat, which

was deferred only till the dawn of day. While

the trumpets founded to arms, the undaunted

courage of the Goths was confirmed by the

mutual obligation of a folemn oath ; and as they

advanced to meet the enemy, the rude fongs,

which celebrated the glory of their forefathers,

were mingled with their fierce and diffonant out-

cries J and oppofed to the artificial harmony of

5*' Statim ut accenfi malleoli, I have iifed the literal fenfe of

real torches or beacons : but I almoft fufpect, that it is only one of

thofe turgid metaphors, thoie falle ornaments, rhat perpetually dis-

6|[ure the ftyle of Aramianus.

the
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the Roman fhout. Some military fkill was dif- ^JLyi^'

played by Fririgern to gain the advantage of a

commanding eminence j but the bloody confli(fl,

which began and ended with the light, was main-

tained, on either fide, by the perfonal and ob-

ftinate efforts of ftrength, valour, and agility.

The legions of Armenia fupported their fame in

armiS ; but they were oppreffed by the irrefjftible

weio-ht of the hoftile multitude : the left win^ of

the Romans was thrown into diforder, and the

field was ftrewed with their mangled carcafles.

This partial defeat was balanced, however, by

partial fuccefs s and when the two armies, at a

late hour of the evening, retreated to their re-

fpeflive camps, neither of them could claim the

honours, or the effcds, of a decifive vi61:ory.

The real lofs was more fevercly felt by the Ro-

mans, in proportion to the fmallnefs of their

numbers ; but the Goths were fo deeply con-

founded and difmayed by this vigorous, and per-

haps unexpeifted, refiftance, that they remained

feven days within the circle of their fortifications.

Such funeral rites, as the circumflances of time

and place would admit, were pioufly difcharged

to fome officers of diftinguifhed rank j but the

indifcriminate vulgar was left unburied on the

plain. Their flefli was greedily devoured by the

birds of prey, who, in that age, enjoyed very

frequent and delicious feafls ; and feveral years

afterwards the white and naked bones, which

covered the wide extent of the fields, prefented

to
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THE DilCLINE AND FALL

to the eyes of Ammianus, a dreadful monument
of the battle of Salices '\

The progrefs of the Goths had been checked

by the doubtful event of that bloody day j and

the Imperial generals, whofe army would have

been confumed by the repetition of fuch a con-

teft, embraced the more rational plan, of deftroy-

ing the Barbarians, by the wants and preflure

of their own multitudes. They prepared to con-

fine the Vifigoths in the narrow angle of land,

between the Danube, the dcfert of Scythia, and

the mountains of H^emus, till their ftrength and

fpirit fhould be infenfibly wailed by the inevi-

table operation of famine. The defign was pro-

fecuted with fome condufl and fuccefs ; the

Barbarians had almoft exhaufted their own ma-

gazines, and the harvefts of the country; and the

diligence of Saturninus, the mafter-general of the

cavalry, was employed to improve the ftrength,

and to contract the extent, of the Roman for-

tifications. His labours were interrupted by the

alarming intelligence, that new fwarms of Bar-

barians had pafied the unguarded Danube, either

to fupport the caufe, or to imitate the examfile,

of Fritigern. The juft apprehenfion, that he

himfelf might be furrounded, and overwhelmed,

by the arms of hoftile and unknown nations,

8* Indicant nunc ufque albentes offibus campi. Ammian. xxxi.

J. The hiftorian might have viewed thele plains, either as a foldier,

61- as a traveller. But his modelty has fuppreffed the adventures of

his own life fubfequent to the Perfian wars of Conftantius and Julian.

We are ignorant of the time when he quitted the fervice, and retired

to Rome, where he appears to have compofed his Hiftory of his Own
Times.

c©m-
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compelled Saturninus to reiinqiiifh the fiege of ^^\^.^'

the Gothic camp : and the indignant Vifigoths,

breaking from their confinement, fatiated their

hunger and revenge, by the repeated devaftation

of the fruitful country, which extends above three

hundred miles from the banks of the Danube to

the ftreights of the Hcllefpont ^^. The fagacious

Fritigern had fuccefsfully appealed to the paf-

fions, as well as to the intereft, of his Barbarian

allies i and the love of rapine, and the hatred of

Rome, fcconded, or even prevented, the elo-

quence of his ambafladors. He cemented a drift

and ufeful alliance with the great body of his

countrymen, who obeyed Alatheus and Saphrax

as the guardians of their infant king : the long

animofity of rival tribes was fufpended by the

fenfe of their common intereft i the independent

part of the nation was aflbciated under one ftand-

ard i and the chiefs of the Oflrogoths appear to

have yielded to the fuperior genius of the general

of the Vifigoths. He obtained the formidable

aid of the Taifal^e, whofe military renown was

difgraced and polluted by the public infamy of

their domeftic manners. Every youth, on his

entrance into the world, was united by the ties

of honourable friendfiiip, and brutal love, to fome

warrior of the tribe ; nor could he hope to be

releafed from this unnatural conncvflion, till he

had approved his manhood, by flaying, in fingle

combat, a huge bear, or a wild boar of the fo-

*i Ammian. xxxi. S.

reft.
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c H A P. red ''*. But the mofl: powerful auxiliaries of the'

v_ , -^ , _f Goths were drawn from the camp of thofe ene-

mies who had expelled them from their native

feats. The loofe fubordination, and extenfivc

polTcfllonS;, of the Huns and the Alani, delayed

the conquefts, and diftrafted the councils, of

that vi6torious people. Several of the hords were

allured by the liberal promifes of Fritigern ; and

the rapid cavalry of Scythia, added weight and

energy to the fleady and ftrenuous efforts of the

Gothic infantry. The Sarmatians, who could

never forgive the fucceffor of Valentinian, enjoy-

ed and encrealed the general confufion j and a

feafonable irruption of the Alemanni, into the

provinces of Gaul, engaged the attention, and

diverted the forces, of the emperor of the Weft *'.

viftoivof ^"^ °^ ^^^ moft dangerous inconveniencies of

Giatian {-i-^g introduction of the Barbarians into the army

Alemanni, and the palace, was fenfibly felt in their cor-
A.D.378. refpondence with their hoftile countrymen 5 to

wiiom they imprudently, or malicioufly, revealed

the weaknefs of the Roman empire. A foldier,

of the life-guards of Gratian, was of the nation

84 Hanc Taifalorum gentem turpem, et obfccnje vitae flagitils ira

accipimus meiTam ; iit apud eos nefandi concubitCis fcedere copulert-

tur mare.s puberes, actatis viiiditatem in eoruixi pollutis iifibus con-

fuinptiiri." PoiTo, fi qui jam adultus aprum exceperit folus, vel

jnteremit urfum immanem, colluvione liberatur incefti. Ammian.

xxxi. 9. Among the Greeks likewife, more efpecially among the

Cretans, the holy bands of friendfliip were confirmed, and fullied,

by unnatural love.

"5 AmmiaH. xxxi. 8, 9. Jerom (torn. i. p. 26.) enumerates the

nations, and marks a calamitous period of twenty years. This

epiRle lo Heliodorus was compofed in the year 397 (Tillemont.,

Mem. Ecclef. torn. xii. p. 645. )•

of
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of the Alemanni, and of the tribe of the Len- chap.
XXVI.

tienfes, who dwelt beyond the lake of Conftance.

Some domeftic bufinefs obliged him to requeft a

leave of abfence. In a fhort vifit to his family

and friends, he was expofed to their curious in-

quiries J and the vanity of the loquacious foldier^

tempted him to difplay his intimate acquaint-

ance with the fecrets of the ftate, and the defigns

of his mailer. The intelligence, that Gratian

was preparing to lead the military force of Gaul,

and of the Weft, to the affiftance of his uncle

Valens, pointed out to the reftlefs fpirit of the

Alemanni, the moment, and the mode, of a fuc-

cefsful invafion. The enterprife of fome light

detachments, who, in the month of February,

paffed the Rhine upon the ice, was the prelude

of a more important war. The boldeft hopes of

rapine, perhaps of conqueft, outweighed the con-

fiderations of timid prudence, or national faith.

Every forefl, and every village, poured forth

a band of hardy adventurers ; and the great

army of the Alemanni, which, on their approach,

was eflimated at forty thoufand men by the fears

of the people, was afterwards magnified to the

number of feventy thoufand, by the vain and

credulous flattery of the Imperial court. The
legions, v/hich had been ordered to march into

Pannonia, were immediately recalled, or detained,

for the defence of Gaul 5 the military command
was divided between Nanienus and Mellobaudesj

and the youthful emperor, though he refpecSled

the long experience and fober wildom of the for-

VoL. IV. D d mcr.
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c HAP, men was much more inclined to admire, and to
XXVI. '

. .

'

c—,r—' follow, the martial ardour of his colleague i who

Vv'as allowed to unite the incompatible charaders

of count of the domeftics, and of king of the

Franks. His rival Priarius, king of the Ale-

manni, was guided, or rather impelled, by the

fame headftrong valour; and as their troops were

animated by the fpirit of their leaders, they met,

they faw, they encountered, each other, near the

town of Argentaria, or Colmar ^^, in the plains

of Alface. The glory of the day was juftly

afcribed to the mifTile weapons, and well-prac-

tifed evolutions of the Roman foldiers : the Ale-

manni, who long maintained their ground, were

flaughtered with unrelenting fury : five thoufand

only of the Barbarians efcaped to the woods and

mountains ; and the glorious death of their king

on the field of battle, faved him from the re-

proaches of the people, who are always difpofed

to accufe the juftice, or policy, of an unfuccefs-

ful war. After this fignal vidlory, which fecured

the peace of Gaul, and afferted the honour of the

Roman arm?, the emperor Gratian appeared to

proceed without delay on his Eaftern expedition

;

but as he approached the confines of the Ale-

manni, he fuddenly inclined to the Itftj furprifed

them by his uncxpcfted pafiage of the Rhine, and

boldly advanced into the heart of their country.

S6 The field of battle, Argentaria, or Argcntcvana, is accurately

fixeJ by M. d'Anville (Notice de I'Ancienne Gaul, p."t;6—99.)

at twenty-three Gallic leagues, or thirty-four and a half Roman
miles, to the fouth of Stralburgh. From its ruins the adjacent town

•f Cchar has -^rifen.

The
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The Barbarians oppofed to his progrefs the ob- ^Ji^r^"

ftacles of nature and of courage ; and Itill con-

tinued to retreat, from one hill to another, till

they were fatisfied, by repeated trials> of the

power and petfcverance of their enemies. Their

fubmilTion was accepted, as a proof, not indeed

of their fmcere repentance, but of their aftual

diftrefs j and a feleft number of their brave and

robuft youth was exa(flcd frdtti the faithlefs na-

tion, as the moft fubftantial pledge of their future

moderation. The fubjefts of the empire, who

had fo often experienced, that the Alemanni

could neither be fubdued by arms, rior reftrained

by treaties, might not promife themfelves any

folid or lading tranquillity : but they difcoveredi

in the virtues of their young fovereign, the pro-

fpect of a long and aufpicious reign. When the

legions climbed the mountains, and fcaled the

fortifications, of the Biirbarians, the valour of

Gratian was diftinguifhed in the foremoft ranks;

and the gilt and variegated armour of his guards

was pierced and fhattered by the blows, which

they had received in their conftant attachment

to the perfon of their fovereign. At the age of

nineteen, the fon of Valentinian Teemed to pof-

fefs the talents of peace and war j and his per-

fonal fuccefs againft the Alemanni was interpreted

as a fure prefage of his Gothic triumphs ^\

"7 The full and impartial narrative of Ammianui (xxxi. lo.)

may derive fome additional light from the Epitome of N'iftor, the

Chronicle of Jerom, and the liiftory of Orofius (1. vii, c. 33.

j>. ^52. edit, Ilavercarap.)-

D d a While
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^xxvi^'
^^^i^c Gratian deferved and enjoyed the ap-»

> y- .J plaufe of his fubjefls, the emperor Valens, who,

maixhes ^^ length, had removed his court and army from
againft the Antioch, was received by the people of Conftan-

A. 0/378. tinople as the author of the public calamity.

June ^iT" ISefore he had repofed himfelf ten days in the

capital, he was urged, by the licentious clamours

of the Hippodrome, to march againft the Bar-

barians, whom he had invited into his dominions :

and the citizens, who are always brave at a

diftance from any real danger, declared, with

confidence, that, if they were fuppiied with arms,

tbey alone would undertake to deliver the pro-

vince from the ravages of an infulting foe ^*.

The vain reproaches of an ignorant multitude

haftened the downfal of the Roman empire j they

provoked the defperate rafhnefs of Valens j who
did not find, either in his reputation, or in his

mind, any motives to fupport with firmnefs the

public contempt. He was foon perfuaded, by

the fuccefsful atchievements of his lieutenants, to

defpife the power of the Goths, who, by the

diligence of Fritigern, were nov/ colieded in the

neighbourhood of Hadrianople. The march of

the Taifalac had been intercepted by^ the valiant

Frigerid i the king of thofe licentious Barba-

rians was ilain in battle; and the fuppliant cap-

tives were fent into diftant exile to cultivate the

lands of Italy, which were affigned for their fet-

tlement, in the vacant territories of Modena and

'S Moratus psucifflmos dies, feclltione popularium levlum pulfus.

Aramian. xxxi. 11. Socrates (1. iv. c. 38.) fupplles the dates anJ

ToHie circumftances.

Parma.
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Parma ^'. The exploits of Sebaftian '^ who was ^^^j^'

recently engaged in the fervice of Valens, and

promoted to the rank of mafter-general of the

infantry, were ftill more honourable to himfelf,

and ufeful to the republic. He obtained the

permiffion of fele6ling three hundred foldiers from

each of the legions ; and this feparate detach-

ment foon acquired the fpirit of difcipline, and

the exercife of arm.s, which were almoft forgot-

ten under the reign of Valens. By the vigour

and condu(ft of Sebaftian, a large body of the

Goths was furprifed in their camp : and the im-

menfe fpoil, which was recovered from their

hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and the ad-

jacent plain. The fplendid narratives, which the

general tranfmitted of his own exploits, alarmed

the Imperial court by the appearance of fuperior

merit J and though he cautioufly infifted on the

difficulties of the Gothic war, his valour was

praifed, his advice was rejefled j and Valens,

who liftened with pride and pleafure to the flat-

tering fuggeftions of the eunuchs of the palace,

was impatient to feize the glory of an eafy and

^9 Vivofque omnes circa Mutinam, Regiumque, et Parmam, Ita-

lica oppida, ruia cultvuos extominavit, Ammianus, xxxi. 9.

Thofe cities and diftrids, about ten years after the colony of the

Taifals, appear in a very defolate ftate. See Muratori, Diflertaziont

fopra le Antichita Italiane, torn. i. DifTertat. xxi. p. 354.

90 Amniian.xxxi.il. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 22S—230. The lat-

ter expatiates on the defultory exploits of Sebaftian, and difpatches,

in a few lines, the impor(ant battle of Hadrianople. According to

the ecclefialtical critics, who hate Sebaftian, the praife of Zofimus is

difgracc (Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 121.). His

prejudice and ignorance undoubtedly render him a very queftionable

judge of merit.

D d 3 aiTured
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^jSvi^' ^^^^^^ conqueft. His army was ftrengthened

by a numerous reinforcement of veterans; an4

his march from Conftantinople to Hadrianople

•was conducted with ^o much military flvillj, that

he prevented the adlivity of the Barbarians^ who
defigned to occupy the intermediate defiles, and

tp intercept either the troops themfelves, or their

convoys of provifions. The qamp of Yalens,

which he pitched under the walls of Hadriaqople,

was fortified, according to the practice of the Ra-

rnans, with a ditch and rampart j and a moft

important cpuncil was fummoned, to decide the

fate of the emperor and of the empire. The

party of reafon and of del^y was flrenyQufly main-

tained by yi<ftor, who had corredled, by the lef-

fons of experience, the native fiercenefs of the

Sarmatian charad'jer i while Sebaftian, with the

flexible and obfequious eloquence of a courtier,

reprefented every precaution> and every meafure,

that implied a doubt of immediate vicftory, as

unworthy of the courage and majefty of their in-

vincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was pre-

cipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern,. and

the prudent admonitions of the emperor of the

Wert. The advantages of neffociating in the

midft of war, were perfeftly underftood by the

general of the Barbarians j and a Chrillian eccle-

fiaftic was difpatched, as the holy minifter of

peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the councils

0f the enerny. The misfortuncsj as well as the

provocatiqns, of the Gothic nation, were fqrcibly

arid truly defcribed by their ambaffadorj who,

proteftcd,
1 i J
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protefled, in the name of Fritigern, that he was ^xxvi^'
ftill difpofed to lay down his amis, or to employ

them only in the defence of the empire ; if he

could feciire, for his wandering countrymen, a

tranquil fettlement on the wafle lands of Thrace,

and a fufncient allowance of corn and cattle.

But he added, in a whifpcr of confidential friend-

fliip, that the cxafperatcd Barbarians were averfe

to thefe realonable conditions ; and, that Friti-

gern v.-as doubtful whether he could accomplidi

the conrlufion of the treaty, unlefs he found him-

felf fupported by the prefence, and terrors, of an

Imperial army. About the flime time. Count

Richomer returned from the Weft, to announce

the defeat and fubmiffion of the Alemanni, to

inform Valens, that his nephew advanced by

rapid marches at the head of the veteran and

vi(fl:orious legions of Gaul ; and to requeft, in

the name of Gratian, and of the republic, that

everv dano;erons and decifive meafure might be

fufpended, till the jundion of the two emperors

fiiould enfure the fuccefs of the Gothic war. But
the feeble fovereign of the Eaft was afluatedonly

by the fatal illufions of pride and jealoufy. He
difdained the importunate advice; he rejeded

the humiliating aid ; he fecretly compared the

ignominious, at leaft the inglorious, period of

his own reign, with the fame of a beardlefs youth j

and Valens ruihed into the field, to erecft his ima-

ginary trophy, before the diligence of his col-

league could ufurp any Ihare of the triumphs of

the day,

D d 4 On
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SJxvi^' ^^ ^^^ ninth of Augufl:, a day which has de-

« V-—' ferved to- be marked among die mofl: inaufpicious

SSlriano- ^^ ^'^^ Roman Calendar ^', the emperor Valens,

^-' leaving, under a ftrong guard, his baggage and

Avg. 9th. military treafure, marched from Hadrianople to

attack the Goths, who were encamped about

twelve miles from the city ^*. By fome miftake

of the orders, or fome ignorance of the ground,

the right wing, or column of cavalry, arrived in

fight of the enemy, whilft the left was ftill at a

confiderable diftance ; the foldiers were com-

pelled, in the fultry heat of fummer, to preci-

pitate their pacej and the line of battle was

formed with tedious confufion, and irregular

delay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached

to forage in the adjacent country; and Friti-

gern ftill continued to praclife his cuftomary arts.

He difpatched meiTengers of peace, made pro-

pofals, required hoftages, and wafted the hours,

till the Romans, expofed without fiielter to the

burning rays of the fun, were exhaufted by thirft,

hunger, and intolerable fatigue. The emperor

was perfuaded to fend an ambaflador to the Go-

thic camp; the zeal of Richomer, who alone had

courage to accept the dangerous commiflion,

9» Aniiniaiuis (xxxi. 12, 13.) almoft alone defcribes the coun-

cils and aftions which were terminated by the fatal battle of Ha-

drianople. We might cenfure the vices of his ftyle, the difcrder

and perplexity of his narrative : but we muft now take leave of this

impartial hiilorian ; and reproach is fdenced by our regret for fuch

an irreparable lofs.

5- The difference of the eight miles of Ammianus, and the twelve

of IJatius, can only embarrafs thofe critics (Valefiiis ad loc), who

fuppofe a great army to be a mathematical point, without fpace or

dimenfions.

was
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was applauded: and the count of the domeftics, ^^^r^'
adorned with the fplendid enfigns of his dignity, j ^—

j

had proceeded fome way in the ipace between the

two armies, when he was fuddenly recalled by

the alarm of battle. The hafty and imprudent

attack was made by Bacurius the Iberian, who

commanded a body of archers and targetteers ;

and as they advanced with railinefs, they retreat-

ed with lofs and difgrace. In the fame moment,

the flying fquadrons of Alatheus and Saphrax,

whofe return was anxioufly expefted by the ge-

neral of the Goths, defcended like a whirlwind

from the hills, fwept acrofs the plain, and added

new terrors to the tumultuous, but irrefiftible,

ch.argie of the Barbarian hoft. The event of the

battle of Hadrianople, fo fatal to Valens and to

the empire, may be defcribed in a few words: The defeat

the Rom^an cavalry fled ; the infantry was aban-

doned, furrounded, and cut in pieces. The
mofl: fkilful evolutions, the firmed courage, are

fcarcely fuflicient to extricate a body of foot,

encompaffed, on an open plain, by fuperior

numbers of horfe ; but the troops of Valens,

oppreflj^d by the weight of the enemy and their

own fears, were crowded into a narrow fpace,

where it was impoflible for them to extend their

ranks, or even to ufe, with efixcl, their fwords

and javelins. In. the midfl: of tumult, offlaugh-

ter, and of difmay, the emperor, deferted by his

guards, and wounded, as it was fuppofed, with

an arrow, fought protedion among the Lancearii

and the Mattiarii, who ftill maintained their

ground

mans.
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^xx^/' &^o^"^ ^'^^^ feme appearance of order and firm-

nefs. His faithful generals, Trajan and Viclor,

who perceived his danger, loudly exclainned, that

all was loft, unlefs the perfon of the emperor

could be faved. Some troops, animated by their

exhortation, advanced to his relief: they found

only a bloody fpot, covered with a heap of broken

arms and mangled bodies, without being able

to difcover their unfortunate prince, either among

the living, or the dead. Their fearch could not

indeed be fuccefsful, if there is any truth in the

circumftances with which fome hiflorians have

related the death of the emperor. By the care

of his attendants, Valens was rem.oved from the

field of battle to a neighbouring cottage, v/here

they attempted to drefs his wound, and to pro-

vide for his future fafety. But this humble retreat

was inftantly furrounded by the enemy : they

tried to force the door j they were provoked by

a difcharge of arrows from the roofj till at

length, impatient of delay, they fet fire to a pile

of dry faggots, and confumed the cottage, with

the Roman emperor and his train. Valens pe-

rifhed in the flames; and a youth who dropt from

the window, alone efcaped, to atteft the melan-

choly tale, and to inform the Goths of the in-

eftimable prize which they had loft by their own

ralhnefs. A erreat number of brave and diftin-

guiflied officers perifiied in the battle of Hadri-

anople, which equalled, in the aclual lofs, and

far lurpafTed, in the fatal confequences, the mis-

fortune which Rome had formerly fuftained in the

fields



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4Tr

^elds of Cannas ". Two mafier-CTenerals of the ^,,^,^^^-^ XXVI.
cavalry and infantry, two great officers of the u.. -y-. mj

palace, and thirty-five tribunes, were found

among the flain y and the death of Sebaftian

might fatisfy the world, that he was the vidim,

as well as the author, of the public calannity.

iVbove two-thirds of the Roman army were de-

flroyed : and the darknefs of the night was ef-

teemed a very favourable circumftance ; as it

ferved to conceal the flight of the multitude, and

to protesfl the more orderly retreat of Vidor and

Richomcr, who alone, amidil the general con-

fternation, maintained the advantage of calm

courage, and regular difcipline^*.

While the impreflions of grief and terror were FuneraT

flill recent in the minds of men, the mod cele- vTknsand

brated rhetorician of the age compofed the funeral his amy,

oration of a vanquifhed army, und of an un-

popular prince, whofe throne was already occu-

pied by a ftranger. " There are not wanting,"

fays the candid Libanius, " thofe who arraign

9; Nee ulla, anr.alibus, praeter Cannenfem pugiiam ita ad inter-

pecionem res legitur gefta. Animian. xxxi, 13. According to the

grave Polybius, no more than 370 horfc, and 3000 foot, efcapec^

from the field of Cannse : 10,000 were made prlfoncrs ; and the

number of the flain amoimted to 5630 horfe, and 70,000 foot (Po-

l.yb. 1. iii. p. 37 j. edit. Cafaubon, in Svo). Livy (xxii. 49.)

is fomewhat left bloody : he (laughters only 2700 horfe, and 40,000

foot. The Roman army was fuppol'ed to confift of 87,200 etfeftive

men (xxii. 36.).

9+ We have gained fome faint light from Jerom (torn. i. p. 26.

and in Chron. p. i83.), Vi6lor (in Epitome), Orofius (1. vii, ^

t. 33. p. 554.)> Jornandes (c. 27.), Zofimus (i. Iv. p. 230.), So-

<:rates (1. iv. c. 38.), Sozomen (1. vi. c. 40.), Idatius (in Chron.),

But their united evidence, if weighed againft Ammianus alone, is

light and unlubftantial.

3
" the
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^Jl^^' " the prudence of the emperor, or who impute
'^ the public misfortune to the want of courage

" and difcipline in the troops. For my own parr,

" I reverence the memory of their former ex-

" ploits : I reverence the glorious death, which

" they bravely received, Handing, and fighting

" in their ranks : I reverence the field of battle,

•^ flained with their blood, and the blood of the

** Barbarians. Thofe honourable marks have

" been already wafhed away by the rains s but

*' the lofty monumicnts of their bones, the bones

" of generals, of centurions, and of valiant war-

" riors, claim a longer period of duration. The
*' king himfelf fought and fell in the foremoft

«' ranks of the battle. His attendants prefented

" him with the fieetefl: horfes of the Imperial

'* flable, that would foon have carried him be-

*' yond the puVfuit of the enemy. They vainly

«f prefTed him to referve his important life for the

" future fervice of the republic. He dill declar-

*' ed,. that he was unworthy to furvive fo many
<^ of the braveft and moft faithful of his fubjecls

;

*^ and the mon:irch was nobly buried under a

*f mountain of the flain. Let none, therefore,

<« prefume to afcribe the victory of the Barba-

« rians to the fear, the weaknefs, or the impru-

«' dence, of the Roman troops. The chiefs and

*« the foldiers were animated by the virtue of

" their ancertors, whom they equalled in dif-

*' cipline, and the arts of war. Their generous

" emulation was lupported by the love of glory,

<« which prompted them to contend at the fame

«^ time
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'f time with heat and thirfc, with fire and the ^JL^^^*
** fword; and cheerfully to embrace an honour- J--y-L»

** able death, as their refuge againil flight and
** infamy. The indignation of the gods has been

*' the only caufe of the fuccefs of our enemies."

The truth of hifiory may difclaim fome parts of

this panegyric, which cannot flricliy be reconciled

with the character of Valens, or the circumftances

of the battle : but the faired commendation is

due to the eloquence, and ftill more to the gene-

rofity, of the fophift of Antioch °'.

The pride of the Goths was elated by this me- TheGotha

I1-0 1- • i-r befiegeHa-

morable victory; but their aVance was diiap- diianopk.

pointed by the mortifying difcovery, that the

richefl: part of the Imperial fpoil had been within

the walls of Hadrianople. They hafiened to pof-

iefs the reward of their valour ; but they were

encountered by the remains of a vanquilhed army,

y/iih an intrepid refolution, which was the efFeft

of their dcfpair, and the only hope of their fafety.

The walls of the city, and the ramparts of the

adjacent camp, were lined with military engines,

that threw ftones of an enormous weight ; and

afionifiied the ignorant Barbarians by the noifc,

and velocity, fliii more than by the real effecls,

of the difcharge. The foldiers, the citizens, the

provincials, the domeilics of the palace, v/cre

united in the danger, and in the defence : the

fyrious affault of the Goths was repulfed ; their

fecret arts of treachery and treafon v/cre difcover-

^5 Libanius cie uicifcerd. Julian. Nccc, c. 3. in Fubiiciii?, Bi-

blict. Gryx. torn. vii. p. 146— 14S,



414 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^JL-^/*' ed J and, after an obftinate conflidt of many hoursy

they retired to their tents ; convinced^ by expe-

rience, that it would be far more advifeable to

obferve the treaty, which their fagacious leader

had tacitly flipulated with the fortifications of

great and populous cities. After the hafty and

impolitic maffacre of three hundred deferters, an

adl ofjuftice extremely ufeful to the difcipline of

the Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raifed

the fiege of Hadrianoplc. The fcene of war and

tumult was inftantly converted into a filent foli-

tude : the multitude fuddenly difappeared j the

fecret paths of the woods and mountains were

marked with the footfteps of the trembling fugi-

tives, who fought a refuge in the diftant cities

of Illyricum and Macedonia : and the faithful

officers of the houfchold, and the treafury, cau-

tioufly proceeded in fearch of the emperor, of

whofe death they were {till ignorant. The tide

of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls

of Hadrianople to the fuburbs of Conftantinople.

The Barbarians were furprifed with the fplendid

appearance of the capital of the Eaft, the height

and extent of the walls, the myriads of wealthy

and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram-

parts, and the various profpeft of the fea and

land. While they gazed with hopelefs defire oa

the inacceffible beauties of Conflantinople, a falJy

was made from one of the gates by a party of

Saracens ^^y who had been fortunately engaged

in

9<> Valens had gained, or rather purchafed, the fricndfhip of the

Saiactns, whofe vexatious inroads were felt on the borders of Phoe-

nicia/
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in the fervice of Vdens. The cavalry of Scythia ^ "^^j^'

was forced to yield to the admirable fwiftnefs and

fpirit of the Arabian horfes ; their riders were

(killed in the evolutions of irregular war j and the

Northern Barbarians were aftonirtied, and dif-

mayed, by the inhuman ferocity of the Barbarians

of the South. A Gothic foldier was flain by the

dagger of an Arab; and the hairy, naked favage,

applying his lips to the wound, exprefTcd a hor-

rid delight, while he fucked the blood of his

vanquifhcd enemy ^\ The army of the Goths,

laden with the fpoils of the wealthy fuburbs, and

the adjacent territory, flowly moved, from the

Bofphorus, to the mountains which form the

weftern boundary of Thrace. The important

pafs of Succi was betrayed by the fear, or the

mifconducV, of Maurus; and the Barbarians, who

no longer had any refillance to apprehend from

the fcattercd and vanquifhed troops of the Eaft-,

fpread themfclves over the face of a fertile and

cultivated country, as far as the confines of Italy^

and the Hadriatic Sea''^

nicia, Pal-iline, and Egypt. The Chriftian faith h:;d beep hitcly

introduced ainong a people, leferved, in a future age, to propagate

another religion (Tilleniont, Hift. des Empercurs, torn. v. p. 104..

106. 141. Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 593-).

97 Crinltus c]uidam, nudus omnia pra:ttr pubcm, fubraucum et

lugubre ftrepeiis. Ammian. xxxi. 16. and Vaicr. ad loc. The
Arabs often fought naked ; a cultoni wliith may be afciibcd to theiv

fultry climate, and ollentatious bravery. The dcfcripticn of this

unknown favage is the lively portrait of Derar, a name fo dreadful

to the Chrillians of Syria. See OckJey's Hift. of the Saracens,

vol I. p. 72. 84. 87.

9^ The feries of events may flill be traced in the laft pages of
Ammianus (xxxi. 15, i6.). Zofimus (1. iv. p. 227, 231.), whom
we are now redu.cd to cherifli, mii'piaces tjie f.dly of the Arabs be-

fore the death of Valens. Eimapius (in Exctrpt. Legation, p. 20.)

praifi^s the feniliiy of Thrace, Macedonia, I'c.

The
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^xxvi^*
'^'^^ Romans, who fo coolly, and fo concifely,

c—

^

1 mention the acts of jujiice which were exercifed

^aaTthe" ^y ^^'^^ legions'", referve their compaffion, and
Roman their eloquence, for their own fufFerings, when
provinces,

, . . . .

A.D. 37S, the provinces were invaded, and defolated, by
3''^* the arms of the fuccefsful Barbarians. The Am-

ple circumflantial narrative (did fuch a narrative

exift) of the ruin of a fingle town, of the mis-

fortunes of a fingle family *°% might exhibit an

interefting and inftruflive pidlure of human man-

ners : but the tedious repetition of vague and

declamatory complaints would fatigue the atten-

tion of the mofl patient reader. The fame cen-

fure may be applied, though not perhaps in an

equal degree, to the prophane, and the eccle-

fiallical, writers of this unhappy period j that

their mJ.nds were inflamed by. popular, and reli-

gious animofity ; and, that the true fize and

colour of every objeft is falfified by the exag-

gerations of their corrupt eloquence. The vehe-

ment Jerom'°' might juHly deplore the calamities

99 Obferve with how much indi/Teience Casfar relates, in the

Commentaries of the Gallic war^ that he put to death the wliole

I'enate of the Veneti, who had yielded to his mercy (iii. x6.); ilat he

laboured to extirpate the whole nation of the Eburones (vi. 31.) 5

that forty thoiifand perfons were maflacred at Eourges by the juft

revenge of his foldiers, who fpared neither age norfex (vii. 27.), &c.

'=^° Such are the accounts of the Sack of Magdeburgh, by the

ecclefiaftic and the fiflierman which Mr. Harte has tranfcribed (Hift*

of Guftavus Adolphus, vol. i. p. 313— 320.), with fome apprehen-

fion of violating the (/.^w/yof hiftory.

1°' Et vadatis iirbibus, hominibitfque interfe6l:is, folitudinem et

raritatem bcfiiarum quoque fieri, et i-olatilium, pifdurrque : tellis Illyncum

eft, teftis Tiirafia, teftis in quo ortus fum folum (Pannonia) ; ubi

prseter ccelum et terram, et crefcentes vepres, et condenfa fylvarum

cunSia perlcrw.t, Tom. vii. p. 2.50, ad i. Cap. Sophonlas ; and torn,

i. p. :6.

2 infii(5led
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I'nflicled by the Goths, and their barbarous allies, chap.
XXVI.

on his native country of Pannonia, and the wide

extent of thie provinces, from the walls of Con-

ftantinople to the foot of the Julian Alpsj the

rapes, the malTacres, the conflagrations; and,

above all, the profanation of the churches, that

were turned into ftablesj arid the contemptuous

treatment of the relics of holy martyrs; But the

Saint is furely tranfpbrted beyond the limits of

nature and hiftory, when he affirms, *^ that, in

" thofe defert countries, nothing was left except
*' the fky and the earth ; that, after the dcftruc-

'' tion of the cities, and the extirpation of the

** human race, the land was overgrown with

'' thick forefls, and inextricable brambles j and

*' that the univerfal defolation, announced by the

•' prophet Zephariiah, was accompliflied, in the

** fcarcity of the beads, the birds, and even of

** the fifli." Thefe complaints were pronounced

about twenty years after the death of Valens ; and

the Illyrian provinces, which were contlantly ex-

pofed to the invafion and paflage of the Barba-

rians, ftill continued, after a calamitous period

of ten centuries, to fdpply new materials for ra-

pine and deftrudlion. Could it even be fupppfed,

that a large traifl of country had been left with-

out cultivation and without inhabitants, the

confequences might hot have been fo fatal to the

inferior productions of animated nature. The
ufeful and feeble animals, which are nourifhed by

the hand of man, might fuffer and perifh, if they

v/ere deprived of his proteftlon : but the beads

Vol. IV. E e of
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CHAP, of the foreil, his enemies, or his viflims, would
XXVI.

^_. -^- '_./ multiply in the free and undifturbed poiTeffion

of their folitary domain. The various tribes that

people the air, or the waters, are flill lefs con-

necled with the fate of the human fpecies ; and

it is highly probable, that the fifh of the Danube

would have felt more terror and diftrefs, from

the approach of a voracious pike, than from the

hoftiie inroad of a Gothic army.
Maflacreof Whatever may have been the iufl: meafure of
the Gothic

, ,

' '

youth in the calamities of Europe, there was reafon to
Ada
A. 0.3-8 ^^^^' t^^^ '^'1^ fame calamities would foon extend

to the peaceful countries of Afia. The fons of

the Goths had been judicioufly diftributed through

the cities of the Eaftj and the arts of education

were employed, to polifli, and fubdue, the na-

tive fiercenefs of their temper. In the fpace of

about twelve years, their numbers had continually

increafed; and the children, who, in the firfl:

emigration, were fent over the Hellefponr, had

attained, with rapid growth, the ftrength and

fpirit of perfcfl manhood '°\ It was impofiible

to conceal from their knowledge the events of

the Gothic war ; and, as thofe daring youths had

not fludied the language of diflimulation, they

betrayed their willi^ their defire, perhaps their

intention, to emulate the glorious example of

their fathers. The danger of the times feemed

tojuflify the jealous fufpicions of the provincials^

»°i Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 20.) fooliflily fuppofes a

prjeternatural growth of the young Goths ; that he may introduce

Cadmus's armed men, who fprung from the dragon's teeth, &c.

Such was the Greek eloijuence of the times,

and
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arrd thefe fufpicions were admitted as unqueftlon- ^ ^,^^'

able evidence, that the Goths of Afia had form-

ed a iecret and dangerous confpiracy againll the

public fafety. The death of Valens had left

the Eafl without a fovereign ; and Julius, who
filled the important ftation of mafter-general of

the troops, with a high reputation of diligence

and ability, thought it his duty to confuk the .

fenate of Conftantinople -, which he confideredj

during the vacancy of the throne, as the repre-

fentative council of the nation. As foon as he

had obtained the difcretionary power of adling as

he fhould judge moft expedient for the good of

the republic, he afiembied the principal officers;

and privately concerted effeftual meafures for the

execution of his bloody defign. An order was

immediately promulgated, that, on a dated day,

the Gothic youth Ihould affemble in the capital

cities of their refpeflive provinces 5 and, as a

report was induftrioufly circulated, that they were

fummoned to receive a liberal gift of lands and

money, the pleafing hope allayed the fury of

their refentment, and perhaps fufpended the mo-
tions of the confpiracy. On the appointed day,

the unarmed crowd of the Gothic youth was

carefully collected in the fquare, or Forum : the

ftreets and avenues were occupied by the Roman
troops J and the roofs of the houfes were covered

with archers and flingers. At the fam.e hour, in

all the cities of the Eaft, the fignal was given of

indifcriminate (laughter j and the provinces of

Afia were delivered, by the cruel prudence of

Ee a' Julius,
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^xxvi^'
Julius, from a domeftie enemy, who, in a few

u -y- ^ months, might have Carried fire and fword from

the Hellefpont to the Euphrates "'^ The ur-

gent confideration of the public fafety may un-
doubtedly authorife the violation of every pofitive

law. How far that, or any other, confideration,

may operate, to difiblve the natural obligations

of humanity andjuftice, is a dodrine, of which I

ftill defire to remain ignorant.

The empe- The emperor Gratian was far advanced on his

ti:m inverts march towards the plains of Hadrianople, when

^ith°the"^ he was informed, at firfl: by the confufed voice
enipuc of Q^ fame, and afterwards by the more accurate
the Ealr, ^

'

A.D. 379. reports of Victor and Richomer, that his impa-

tient colleague had been flain in battle, and that

two-thirds of the Roman army were exterminated

by the fword of the vidorious Goths. Whatever

refentment the rafli and jealous vanity of his

uncle might deferve, the refentment of a gene-

rous mind is eafily fubdued by the fofter emotions

of grief and companion : and even the fenfe of

pity was foon loft in the ferious and alarming

confideration of the ftate of the republic. Gratian

was too late to afiift, he was too weak to revenge,

his unfortunate colleague ; and the valiant and

modeft youth felt himfelf unequal to the fupport

of a finking world. A formidable tempefl: of the

Barbarians of Germany feemed ready to burfl

»*J A minianus evidently approves this execution, cfEcacia velox

ft lalutarls, which^eoncludes his work (xxxi. 16,). Zofimas, who

. is curious and copious (1. iv. p. 233—136.), miftakes the date, and

labours to find the reafon, why Julius did not confult the emperor

TLfodofius ; who had r<ot yet afcended the throne of the Eaft.

over
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ever the provinces of Gaul ; and the mind of ^j^" yj^'

Gratian was opprefled, and diftracled, by the ad-

miniftration of the Weftem Empire. In this

important crifis, the government of the Eaft, and

the condud of the Gothic war, required the

undivided attention of a hero and a (latefman. A
fubjedl invefted with fuch ample command

would not long have preferved his fidelity to a

diftant benefa6uor ; and the Imperial council

embraced the wife and manly refolution, of con-

ferring an obligation, rather than of yielding to

an infult. It was the wifh of Gratian to beltow

the purple as the reward of virtue; but, at the

age of nineteen, it is not eafy for a prince, edu-

cated in the fupreme rank, to underfland the

true characters of his minifters and generals. He
attempted to weigh, with an impartial hand,

their various merits and defefls ; and, whilfl he

checked the rafh confidence of ambition, he dif-

trufted the cautious wifdom, which defpaired of

the republic. As each moment of delay dimi-

niflied fomething of the power and rcfources of

the future fovereign of the Ead, the fituation of

the times would not allow a tedious debate. The

choice of Gratian was foon declared in favour of

an exile, whofe father, only three years before,

had fufFere.d, under the fancftion of his authority,

an unjuil and ignominious death. The great

Theodofius, a name celebrated in hiftory, ancj

dear to the Catholic Church '*% was fummoncd

to

»"+ A life of Theodofius the Great was conipofecj in the l^ft

century (Paris 1679, in 4to} 1680, In 121110), to Inflame the mind

g e 3 of
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^JL^^- to the Imperial court, which had gradually re-

V. "-.,(—.' treated from the confines of Thrace to the more

fecure ftation of Sirmium. Five months after

the death of Valens, the emperor Gratian pro-

duced before the aflembled troops, his colleague,

and ibeir mafter; who, after a modeft, perhaps a

fincere, refiftance, was compelled to acceptj

amidft the general acclamations, the diadem, the

purple, and the equal title of Auguftus '^\

The provinces of Thrace, Alia, and Egypt, over

which Valens had reigned, were refigned to the

adminiflratlon of the new emperor : but, as he

was fpecially entrufted with the condud of the

Gothic war, the Ulyrian prefecture was difmem-

bered j and the two great diocefes of Dacia and

Macedonia were added to the dominions of the

Eaftern empire "'^.

fhaSaer '^^'^ i'jirr.c province, and, perhaps, the fame
of Theo- city *°% which had given to the throne the vir-
dofiuJ.

of the young Dauphin with Catholic zeal. The author, Flechier,

afterwards bifnop of Nifmes, was a celebrated preacher; and his

hiftory is adorned, or tainted, with pulpit-eloquence ; but he takes

his learning from Baronius, and his principles from St. Ambrofe

and St. Auguftin.

"^5 The birth, charailer, and elevation of Theodofius, are marked

in Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. lo, ii, 12.), Themiftius (Orat.

TcJv. p. 183.), Zofimus (1. iv. p. 231.), Auguftin (de Civitat. Dei,

V. ^s-), Orofius (1. vii. c. 34.), Sozomen (1. vii. c. 2.), Socrates

(I. V. c. 2.), Theodoret (1. v. c. 5.), Philoftorgius (1. ix. c.17.

with Godefjo}', p. 393OJ the Epitome of Viftor, and the Chronicles

of Prolper, Idatius, and Marcellinus, in the Thefaurus Temporum
of Scaliger.

'°6 Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 716^, &c.

^°7 Italica, founded by Scipio Africanus for his wounded veterans

ef Italy. The ruins ftill appear, about a league above Seville, but

on the oppofite bank of the river. See the Hifpania Illuftrata of

Npnius, a fhort, though valuable, treatlfe, C, xvii. p. 64.-67.

tues
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Cues of Trajan, and the talents of Hadrian, was CHAP.
• • r r r • r XXVI.

the original feat of another family of Spaniards,

who, in a lefs fortunate age, pofTefled, near four-

fcore years, the declining empire of Rome '°^,

They emerged from the obfcurity of municipal

honours by the adive fpirit of the elder Theo-

dofius, a general, whofe exploits in Britain and

Africa have formed one of the moft fplcndid

parts of the annals of Valentinian. The fon of

that general, who likewife bore the name of

Theodofius, was educated, by fl<.ilful preceptors,

in the liberal ftudies of youth ; but he was in-

ftrufled in the art of war by the tender care and

fevere difcipline of his father '°^. Under the

ftandard of fuch a leader, young Theodofius

fought glory and knowledge, in the moft diftant

fcenes of military aftion ; inured his conftitution

to the difference of feafons and climates ; diftin-

guifhed his valour by fea and land ; and obferved

the various warfare of the Scots, the Saxons, and

the Moors, His own merit, and the recom-

mendation of the conqueror of Africa, foon raifed

him to a feparate command : and, in the ftation

of Duke of Mcefia, he vanquifhed an army of

»o8 I agree with Tillemont (Hift. dcs Empereurs, tom. v, p. 726.)

in fufpefting the royal pedigree, which remained a fecret till the

promotion of Theodofius. Even after that event, the filence of

Pacatus outweighs the venal evidence of Theniiftiiis, Victor, and

Claudian, who conneft the family of Theodofius with the blood of

Trajan and Hadrian.

'<=9 Pacatus compares, and confequentlv prefers, tlic youth of

Theodofius, to the military education of Alexander, Hannibal, and

the fecond Africanus j who, like him, hiid ferved under their fathers

(xii. 8.).

E e 4 Sarma-
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^xxvi^*
^^'''^^fi^r^s J faved the province; deferved the

love of the foldicrs j and provoked the envy of

the court "^ His fifing fortunes were foon

blafled by the difgrace and execution of his illuf-

trious father ; and Theodofius obtained, as a

favour^, the pernaifTion of retiring to a private

life, in his native province of Spain. He dif-

played a firm and temperate charader ip the eafe

with which he adapted himfelf to this new fitua-?

tion. His time was almoft equally divided be-

tween the town and country ; the fpirit, which

had animated his public condudl, was fliewn in

the aftive and afft;(5lionate performance of every

focial duty ; and the diligence of the foldier was

profitably converted to the improvement of his

ample patrimony *", which lay between Valla-

dolid and Segovia, in the midft of a fruitful dif-

trid, ftill famous for a moft exquifite breed of

flieep *'*. From the innocent, but humble, la-

bours of his farm, Theodofius was tranfported,

in lefs than four months, to the throne of the

Eaftern empire : and the whole period of the

hiftory of the world will not perhaps afford a

*'<? AmjTiianus (xxix. 6.) mentions this vidtoi'y of Theodofius

Junior Dux Msefia;, prima etiam tvim lanugine juvenis, princeps

poftea perfpeilifTimus. The fame faft is attefted by Themiftius and

Zofimus : but Theodoret (1. v. c. 5.), who adds fome curious cir-

cumftances, ftrangely applies it tp the time of the Interregnum.

»" Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 9.) prefers the rultic life of

Theodofius to that of Cincinnatus : the one was the effeft of choice,

the other of poverty.

"i^ M. d'Anville (Geographie Ancienne, torn. i. p. 25.) has

^xed the fituation of Caucha, or Coca, in the old province of Gal-

licia, where Zofimus and Idatius have placed the birth, or patrlr

mony, of Thepdoiius,

fimilar
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fimilar example, of an elevation, at the fame ^^^j^**

time, fo pure, and fo honourable. The princes

who peaceably inherit the fceptre of their fathers,

claim and enjoy a legal right, the more fecure,

as it is abfolutely diftind from the merits of their

perfonal charadlers. The fubjeds, who, in a

jnonarchy, or a popular date, acquire the pof-

feffion of fupreme power, may have raifed them-

lelves, by the fuperiority either of genius or virtue,

above the heads of their equals : but their virtue

is feidom exempt from ambition j and the caufc

of the fuccefsful candidate is frequently flained

by the guilt of confpiracy, or civil war. Even

in thofe governments which allow the reigning

monarch to declare a colleague, or a fucceffor,

his partial choice, which may be influenced by

the blinded paflions, is often dire6led to an un-

worthy obje6t. But the mofl fufpicious malignity

cannot afcribe to Theodofius, in his obfcure foli-

tude of Gaucha, the arts, the defires, or even the

hopes, of an ambitious flatefman ; and the name

of the Exile would long fince have been forgot-

ten, if his genuine and diRinguidied virtues had

not left a deep imprefTion in the Imperial court.

During the feafon of profperity, he had been ne-

gleded; but, in the public diilrefs, his luperior

merit was univerfally felt and acknowledged.

What confidence muft have been repofed in his

integrity, fince Gratian could trufl:, that a pious

fon would forgive, for the fake of the republic,

the murder of his father ! What expedations muft
have been formed of his abilities, to encourage

the hope, that a fingle man could fave, and re-

Rore,
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CHAP, ftore. the empire of the Eaft ! Theodofius was

._-^-'.i inveited with the purple in the thirty-third year

of his age. The vulgar gazed with adiniration

on the manly beauty of his face, and the graceful

majedy of his perfon, which they v/ere pleafed to

compare with the piftures and medals of the em-

peror Trajan ; whilfl; intelligent obfervei-s dif-

covered, in the qualities pf his heart and under-

ftanding, a more important refemblance to the

bell and greatefc of the Roman princes.

h;s pru- jj- is not without the moft fincere regret, that
dent and

x r •
i r ^

fiiccefsfui I muu: nov/ take leave of an accurate and faithful

the Gothtc g^idc, who has compofed the hiftory of his own
^^^* times, without indulging tlie prejudices and paf-

379—382. fions, which ufuaily affed the mind of a con-

temporary. Ammianus Marceliinus, who ter-

minates his ufeful work with the defeat and death

of Valens, recomnaends the more glorious fubjedt

of the enfuing reign to the youthful vigour and

eloquence of the rifing generation "^ The rifing

generation was not difpofed to accept his advice,

or to imitate his example ''*
5 and, in the ftudy

in Let us iier.r Air.mianns himfeif. Haec, ut miles quondam et

Grfficus, a principatu CiJifaris Nervas exoilus, adufque Valentis

intcrltuni, pro viriuin explicavi menfura: nunquam, ut aibitror,

fciens, filentio a.urus conumpeie vel niendacio. Scribant reliqua

potiores setate, doftrinifque florentes. Quos id, fi libuerit, aggref-

furos, procudeic linguas ad majores ir.oneo ftilos. Ammian. xxxi.

16. The firft thirteen books, a fuporficial epitome of two Imndred

and fifty-fevcn years, are now loft : the laft eighteen, which contain

no more than twenty-five years, ftill preferve the copious and au-

thentic hiUory of his own times.

114 Ammianus was the laft fubjeiSl of Rome who compofed a pro-

fane hiftory in the Latin language. The Eaft, in the next century,

produced fome rhetorical hiftorians, Zofimus, Olympiodorus,

Malchus, Candidus, &c. See Voflius de Hifloricis Grascis, 1. ii.

c. 18. de Hiftoricis Latinis, I. ii. c. 10, kc.

of
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of the reign of Theodofius, we are reduced to chap.

illuftrate the partial narrative of Zofimus, by the

obfcure hints of fragments and chronicles, by the

figurative fcyle of poetry or panegyric, and by

the precarious afTiftance of the ecclefiaftical wri-

ters, who, in the heat of religious fadion, are

apt to defpife the profane virtues of fincerity and

moderation, Confcious of thefe difadvantages,

which will continue to involve a confiderable

portion of the decline and fall of the Roman
empire, I fhall proceed with doubtful and timo-

rous fteps. Yet I may boldly pronounce, that

the battle of Hadrianople was never revenged by

any fignal or decifive vidlory of Theodofius over

the Barbarians ; and the exprefiive filence of his

venal orators may be confirmed by the obferva-

tion of the condition and circumflances of the

times. The fabric of a mighty ftate, which has

been reared by the labours of fucceflive ages,

could not be overturned by the misfortune of a

fingle day, if the fatal power of the imagination

did not exaggerate the real meafure of the cala-

mity. The lofs of forty thoufand Romans, who
fell in the plains of Hadrianople^ might have

been foon recruited in the populous provinces of

the Eaft, which contained fo many millions of

inhabitants. The courage of a foldier is found

to be the cheapeft, and moft common, quality of

human nature ; and fuliicient flvill to encounter

an undifciplined foe, might have been fpeedily

taught by the care of the furviving centurions.

If the Barbarians were mounted on the horfes,

and
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and equipped with the armour, of their vanquifh-

ed enemies, the numerous ftuds of Cappadocia

and Spain would have fupplied new fquadrons of

cavalry ; the thirty-four arfenals of the empire

were plentifully ftored with magazines of offenfive

and defenfive arms j and the wealth of Afia might
ftill have yielded an ample fund for the expences

of the war. But the eifeds which were produced

by the battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the

Barbarians, and of the Romans, extended the

viflory of the former, and the defeat of the lat-

ter, far beyond the limits of a fingle day. A
Gothic chief was heard to declare, with infolent

moderation, that, for his own part, he was fa-

tigued with flaughrer ; but that he was aftonifhed

how a people, who fled before him like a flock

of fheep, could flill prefume to difpute the pof-

feflion of their treafures and provinces "^ The
fame terrors, which the name of the Huns had

fpread among the Gothic tribes, were infpired,

by the formidable name of the Goths, among the

fubjedls and foldiers of the Roman empire "^

K Theodofius, haftily colledling his fcattered

forces, had led them into the field to encounter

a victorious enemy, his army would have been

vanquiflied by their own fears j and his raflinefs

could not have been excufed by the chance of

^'5 Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 344. edit. Montfaucon. I have ve-

rified, and examined, this paffage : but I flioiild never, without the

aid of Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 152.), have detefled

an hifloiical anecdote, in a ftrange medley of moral and myftic

exhortations, addreffed, by the preacher of Antioch, to a young

widow.
>*.'5 Eunapius, in Excerpt. Legation, p. 21.

fuccefs.
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fuccefs. But the great Theodofius, an epithet ^^A^*
which he honourably deferved on this moment-

ous occafion, conduced himfelf as the firm and

faithful guardian of the republic. He fixed his

head- quarters at Theflalonica, the capital of the

Macedonian diocefe"^j from whence he could

watch the irregular motions of the Barbarians,

and direft the operations of his lieutenants, from

the gates of Conftantinople to the fhores of the

Hadriatic. The fortifications and garrifons of

the cities were flrengthened ; and the troops,

among whom a fenfe of order and difcipline was

revived, were infenfibly emboldened by the con-

fidence of their own fafety. From thefe fecure

ftations, they were encouraged to make frequent

fallies on the Barbarians, who infefted the adja-

cent country j and, as they were feldom allowed

to engage, without fome decifive fuperiority,

either of ground or of numbers, their enterprifes

were, for the mod part, fuccefsful ; and they

were foon convinced, by their own experience,

of the poflibility of vanquifhing their invincible

enemies. The detachments of thefe feparate

garrifons were gradually united into fmall armies

;

the fame cautious meafures were purfued, accord-

ing to an extenfive and well-concerted plan of

operations j the events of each day added ftrength

and fpirit to the Roman arms; and the artful

diligence of the emperor, who circulated the mod
favourable reports of the fuccefs of the war,

"7 See Godefroy's Chronology of tlie Laws. Codex Thcodof.

toni. j. Piolegomen. p. xcix—civ.

contri-
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CHAP, contributed to fubdue the pride of the Barba-
XXVI .

^
'

' Hans, and to animate the hopes and courage of

his fubjeifls. IF, inftead of this faint and imper-

fe(5l outline, we could accurately reprefent the

counfels and actions of Theodofius, in four fuc-

ceOive campaigns, there is reafon to believe, that

his confurfimate flcill would deferve the applaufe

of every cnilitary reader. The republic had for-

merly been faved by the delays of Fabius : and^

while the fplendid trophies of Scipio, in the field

of Zama, attradl the eyes of pofterity, the camps

and marches of the Didator among the hills of

Cam.pania, may claim a jufter proportion of the

folid and independent fame, which the general

is not compelled to (bare, either with fortune or

v/ith his troops. Such was likewife the merit of

Theodofius ; and the infirmities of his body,

which moft unfeafonably languilhed under a long

and dangerous difeafe, could not opprefs the

vigour of his mind, or divei-t his attention from

the public fervice "^

jy.^-r- The deliverance and peace of the Roman pro-

defeat, and vinces "'^ was the work of prudence, rather than

of the of valour : the prudence or 1 heodohus was le-

Goths,

"-• ^- iiS Ivloft writers infift on the illncfs, and long repofe, of Theodofius,

379 3 ^«
j^j. 'pheffalonica : Zofimus, to diminifh his gioiy; Jornandes, to

favour the Goths j and the eccleftaftical writers, to introduce his

,baptifm.

"9 Compare Themirtlus (Orat. xiv. p. i8i.) with Zofimus (1. iv.)

p. 232. )> Jornandes (c. xxvii. p. 649. )> and the prolix Commen-

tary of M. de Buat (Hift. des Pcuples, ixc. torn. vi. p. 477— 552.).

The Chronicles of Idatius and Marcellinus allude, in general terms,

to, magna certamina, magna multa^ue T^ixVia, The two epithets are

not eafily reconciled.-

cotided
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conded by fortune ; and the emperor never failed
^jJJcvi^*

to feize, and to improve^ every favourable cir-

cumftance. As long as the fupeiior genius of

Fritigern preferved the union, and direfled the

motions, of the Barbarians, their power was not

inadequate to the conqueft of a great empire.

The death of that hero, the predecefibr and

mafter of the renowned Aiaric, relieved an im-

patient multitude from the intolerable yoke of

difcipline and difcretion. The Barbarians, who

had been reftrained by his authority, abandoned

themfelves to the ditlates of their pafnons; and

their pafllons were feldom uniform, or confident.

An army of conquerors was broken into many
diforderly bands of favage robbers ; and their

blind and irregular fury was not lefs pernicious

to themfelves, than to their enemies. Their

mifchievous difpofition was fliewn in the deftruc-

tion of every objecl, which they wanted flrength

to remove, or tafle to enjoy -, and they often

confumed, with improvident rage, the harvefls,

or the granaries, which foon afterwards became

neceffary for their own fubfiftence. A fpirit of

difcord arofc among the independent tribes and

nations, which had been united only by the bands

of a loofe and voluntary alliance. The troops

of the Huns and the Alani would naturally up-

braid the flight of the Goths ; who were not dif-

pofed to ufe with moderation the advantages of

their fortune: the ancient jealoufy of the Oftro-

goths and the Vifigoths could not long be fuf-

pended -, and the haughty chiefs ftill remembered

7.
^^^^
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CHAP, the infults and injuries, which they had recipfo-J

Ui^^,^ cally offered, or fuftained, while the nation was

fcated in the countries beyond the Danube. The
progrefs of domeftic faction abated the more
difFufive fentinnent of national animofityj and

the officers of Theodofius were inftrufted to pur-

chafe, with liberal gifts and promifes, the retreat,

or fervice, of the difcontented party. The ac-

quifition of Modar, a prince of the royal blood

of the Amali, gave a bold and faithful champion

to the caufe of Rome. The illuftrious deferter

foon obtained the ranli of mafter-general, with

an important command ; furprifed an army of

his countrymen, who were immerfed in wine and

fleep; and, after a cruel flaughter of the aftonifh-

ed Goths, returned with an immenfe fpoil, and

four thoufand waggons, to the Imperial camp "\

In the hands of a fkilful politician, the moft

different means may be fuccefsfully applied to

the fame ends : and the peace of the empire,

which had been forwarded by the divifions, was

accompliflied by the re-union, of the Gothic

Death and nation. Athanaric, who had been a patient

Athanaric, fpcftator of thcfc extraordinary events, was at

^'nfzi!^' length driven, by the chance of arms, from the

dark receffes of the woods of Caucaland. He
no longer hefitated to pafs the Danube; and a

very confiderable part of the fubjeds of Fritigern,

who already felt the inconveniencies of anarchy,

were eafily perfuaded to acknowledge for their

^^° Zofimus (1. iv. p. 232.) ftyles him a Scythian, a name whicii

the more recent Greeks feem to have appropriated to the Goths.

I king,
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king, a Gothic Judge, whofe birth they rerpe6t- ^^J^f'
ed, and whofe abilities they had frequently ex-

perienced. But age had chilled the daring, fpirit

of Athanaric ; and, inftead of leading his people

to the field of battle and vidlory, he wifely liftcn-

ed to the fair propofal of an honourable and

advantageous treaty. Theodofius, who was ac-

quainted with the merit and power of his new

ally, condefcended to meet him at the diftancef

of feveral miles from Conftantinople; and enter-

tained him in the Imperial city, with the con-

fidence of a friend, and the magnificence of a

monarch. " The Barbarian prince obferved/

** with curious attention, the variety of objects

** which attradled his notice, and at hfl broke

*' out into a fmcere and pafiionate exclamation of

** wonder. I now behold, faid he, what I never

" could believe, the glories of this flupendous

** capital ! and as he cail his eyes around, he

•' viewed, and he admired, the commanding fitu-

*' ation of the city, the flrength and beauty of
** the walls and public edifices, the capacious

*' harbour, crowded with innumerable veflels^

** the perpetual concourfe of diftant nations, and

** the arms and difcipline of the troops. Indeed,

" continued Athanaric, the emperor of the Ro-
*' mans is a god upon earth ; and the prefump-

** tuous man, who dares to lift his hand againft

*' him, is guilty of his own blood ""." The

Gothic

i2t The reader will not be difpleafed to fee the original words of

Jornandes, or the author whom he tranfcribed. Regiam iirbem in-

greflus eft, miranfque, En, inquit, ccrno quod Ijcpe incredulua

Vol. IV, F f audiebam.
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Gothic king did not long enjoy this fplendid and

honourable reception j and, as temperance was

not the virtue of his nation, it may juftly be fuf-

pe6ted, that his mortal difeafe was contrafted

amidft the pleafurcs of the Imperial banquets.

But the policy of Theodofius derived more folid

benefit from the death, than he could have ex-

pefled from tht moft faithful fervices, of his

ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed

with folemn rites in the capital of the Eafl ; a

ftately monument was erected to his memory;

iind his whole army, won by the liberal courtefy,

and decent grief, of Theodofius, enlifted under

the ftandard of the Roman empire"*. The fub-

miffion of fo great a body of the Vifigoths was

produiTtive of the moft falutary confequences ;

and the mixed influence of force, of reafon, and

of corruption, became every day more powerful,

and more extcnfive. Each independent chieftain

haftened to obtain a feparate treaty, from the

apprehenfion that an obftinate delay might expofe

himj alone and unprotected, to the revenge, or

juftice, of the conqueror. The general, or rather

audiebam, famam videlicet tantae urbis. Et hue illuc oculos vol-

vens, nunc fitum mbls commeatumcjue naviuin, nunc mcenia clara

profpeflans, miiatur; populefque diverfarum gentium, quafi fonte

in uno e diverfls partibus fcaturiente unda, iic quoque militem ordi-

natum afpiciens. Deus, inquit, eil fine dubio terrenus Imperator,

et quifquis adverfus euin manum movcrit, iple fui fanguinis reus ex-

iftit". Jornandes (c. xxviii. p. 650.) proceeds to mention his deatli

and funeral.

'-^ Jornandes, c. xxviii. p. 650. Even Zofimus (1. iv. p. 246.)

IS comptlled to approve the generofity of Theodofius* fo honourable

fo himfelf, arul fo bc*eucial to the public,

the



' OF THE ROiA-IAN EMPIRE. 43^

the final, capitulation of the Goths, may be doited ^^xv/*
four years, one month, and twenty-five days, v_—v--—<»

after the defeat and death of the emperor Va- a.d.38z,

lens -. ''^- ''

The provinces of the Danube had been already invafion

.
and defeat

relieved from the opprefTive weight of the Gru- oftheGru-

thingi, or Oflrogoths, by the voluntary retreat oftro|oth°^

of Alatheus and Saphrax ; whofe reftlefs fpirit A. D. 386.

had prompted them to feek new fcenes of rapine

and glory. Their deftruclive courfe was pointed

towards the Weft; but we muft be fatisfied with

a very obfcure and imperfe6l knowledge of their

various adventures. The Oftrogoths impelled

feverai of the German tribes on the provinces of

Gaulj concluded, and foon violated, a treaty

with the emperor Gratian j advanced into the

unknown countries of the North -, and, after an

.interval of more than four years, returned, with

accumulated force, to the banks of the Lower

Danube. Their troops were recruited with the

fierceft warriors of Germany and Scythiaj and

the foldiers, or at leaft the hiftorians, of the em-
pire, no longer recognifed the name and coun-

tenances of their former enemies "*. The gene-

ral, who commanded the military and naval

powers of the Thracian frontier, foon perceived

that his fuperiority would be difadvantageous to

the public fervice j and that the Barbarians, awed

^*J The fhort, but authentic, hints in the Fajli of Idatius (Chron^

Scaliger, p. 5a.) are ftained with contemporary pafTion. The four-

teenth oration of Themiftius is a compliment to Peace, and the con-

Ail Saturninus (A. D. 383.).

'* eSw; ts iKvQiKii Trac-iy ayvxcov. ZoHmus, 1. iv- p. 251.

F f 2 by
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^xxvi"^' ^^ '^^^ prefence of his fleet and legions, would
*

^ 1 probably defer tl\e pafiage of the river till the

approaching v/mter. The dexterity of the fpies,

v;hom he fent into the Gothic camp, allured the

Barbarians into a fatal fnare. They were pcr-

fuaded, that, by a bold attempt, they might

furprife, in the filence and darkncfs of the night,

the fleeping army of the Romans; and the whole

multitude was haftily embarked in a fleet of three

thoufand canoes'"'. The braveft of the Gftro-

goths led the van ; the main body conflfied of

the remainder of their fubje6ls and foidiers; and

the women and children fecnrely followed in the

rear. One of the nights without a moon had

been felefted for the execution of their defign ;

and they had almoft reached the fouthern bank of

the Danube, in the firm confidence that they

fhould find an eafy landing, and an unguarded

camp. But the progrefs of the Barbarians was

fuddenly flopped by an unexpefted obftaclc ; a

triple line of veiTels, flrongly connecled with each

other, and which formed an impenetrable chain

of tvvo miles and a half along the river. While

they (Iruggled to force their way in the unequal

conflict, their right flank was overwhelmed by

the irrefifi-ibie attack of a fleet of gallies, which

»25 I am juftified, by reafon and example, in applying this Indian

name to the /wcvrS^'Xi of the Barbarians, the fingle trees hollowed

into the ihape of a boat, -nXnin [A-o-.c^uf-.-jii t,'.cii.pao-«v~=;. Zofimus, i, iv,

P- ^53-
.

Aufi Danubium quondam iianare Gruthungi

In lintres fregere nemus : ter mille ruebant

Per fluvium plenae cuneis immanibus alni.

Claudian, in iv. Conf.Hon. 623.

were
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were urged down the flream by the united im-

pulfe of oars and of the tide. The weight and

velocity of thofe fliips of war broke, and funk,

and difpcrfed, the rude and feeble canoes of the

Barbarians : their valour was ineffectual ; and

Alatheus, the king, or general, of the Oftro-

goths, periflied, with his bravefl troops, either

by the iword of the Romans, or in the v/aves of

the Danube. The lad divifion of this unfortunate

fl;ct might regain the oppofite fliore : but the

diftrefs and diforder of ihe mukicude rendered

them alike incapable, either of action orcounfel;

and they foon implored the clemency of the vic-

torious enemy. On this occafion, as well as on

many others, it is a difficult taf!-: to reconcile the

paffions and prejudices of the wriiers of the age

of Theodofius. The partial and malignant hif-

torian, who mifreprefents every a6lion of his

reign, affirms, that the emperor did not appear

in the field of battle till the Barbarians had been

vanquiflied by the valour and condu6l of his

lieutenant Promotus "^'^. The flattering poet,

who celebrated, in the court of Honorius, the

glory of the father and of the fon, afcribes the

viclory to the perfonal prowcfs of Theodofius

3

and almol'l infinuatcs, that the king of the Oliro-

goths was flain by the hand of the emperor "^.

'i^» Zofuiius, ]. iv. p. z^z—255. He too frequently betrays his

poverty of jiitl^mciii, by difgiacing the niolb f^iious narratives with

trifling and increilible circiimltances.

1S7
. Odothiei Regis of>ima

Retulit Ver. 632.

The cfima were the fpoiis, wliich a Roman general could only win
from the king, or general, of the enemy, whom he had flain with

his own hands : and no more than three fuch examples are celebrated

ui the vii^orious ages of Rome.

F f 3 The
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S3—395-

The truth of hiftory might perhaps be found in

J a juft medium between thefe extreme and con-

tradictory afiertions.

Settlement The Original treaty which fixed the fettlement

Goths in of '^he Goths, afcertained their privileges, and

^d Afia
ft'P^lated their obligations, would illuftrate the

^A. D. hiflory of Theodofius and his fucceflbrs. The
ferics of their hiftory has imperfedly preferved

the fpirit and fubflance of this lingular agree-

ment '"\ The ravages of war and tyranny had

provided many large trads of fertile, but uncul-

tivated land, for the ufe of thofe Barbarians, who
might not difdain the practice of agriculture. A
numerous colony of the Vifigoths was feated in

Thrace : the remains of the Odrogoths were

planted in Phrygia and Lydiaj their immediate

wants v/ere fupplied by a diftribution of corn and

eattle J and their future induftry was encouraged

by an exemption from tribute, during a certain

term of years. The Barbarians would have de-

ferved to feel the cruel and perfidious policy of

the Imperial court, if they had fuffered them-

felves to be difperfed through the provinces.

They required, and they obtained, the fole poi-

fefiion of the villages and diftridls afligned for

their refidence ; they ftill cherifhed and propa-

gated their native mianners and language j ailert-

td, in the bofom of defpotifm, the freedom of

"iS See Themiftius, Orat. xvi. p. 211. Claudian (in Eutrop.

_j. ii. 15a.) mentions the Phrygian colony;

Oftrogothis colitur miftifque Gruthungis

Phryx ager——

•

and then prccteds to rame tjic rivers of Lydia> the Paftolus, and

Jicrjmus,

thetr
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their domeftic government ; and acknowledged cji^a^p.

the fovereignry of the emperor, without fub-

mitting to the inferior jurifdiftion of the laws and

magiftrates of Rome. The hereditary chiefs of

the tribes and families were ftill permitted to

command their followers in peace and war -, buc

the royal dignity was aboliflied j and the generals

of the Goths were appointed and removed at the

pleafure of the emperor. An army of forty thou-

fand Goths was maintained for the perpetual fer-

vice of the empire of theEaft j and thofe haughty

troops, who affumed the title of Fo^deratiy or

allies, were diftinguifhed by their gold collars,

liberal pay, and licentious privileges. Their

native courage was improved by the ufe of arms,

and the knowledge of difcipline j and, while the

republic was guarded, or threatened, by the

doubtful fword of the Barbarians, the laft fparks

of the military flame were finally extinguifhed in

the minds of the Romans "'. Theodofius had

the addrefs to perfuade his allies, that the con-

ditions of peace which had been extorted from

him by prudence and neceflity, were the volun-

tary exprefllons of his fincere friendfhip for the

Gothic nation '^°. A different mode of vindi-

>^9 Compare Jornandes (c. xx. 27.), who marks the condition and

rumber of the Gothic Fcederati, with Zolimus (1. iv. p. 258.), who
jneiitions their golden collars ; and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii.

37.), who applauds, with falfe or foolifh joy, their bravery and dif-

cij^Iine.

'3'^ Amator pacis generifqne Gothorum, is the praife beftowed by

the Gothic hiftorian (c. xxix.), who reprefents his nation as inno-

cent, peaceable men, flow to anger, and patient of injuries. Ac-
cording to Livy, th« P-omans conquered the world in their own de-

fence.

^ cation
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^xxvl' ^^^^°" ^r apology was oppofed to the complaints
•

y,
of the people; who loudly cenfured thefe fhame-
ful and dangerous concefiions '^'. The calamities

of the war were painted in the mofl: lively colours;

and the firft fymptoms of the return of order, of
plenty, and fecurity, were diligently exaggerated.

The advocates of Theodofius could affirm, with

ibme appearance of truth and reafon, that it was

impoirible to extirpate fo many v/ariike tribes,

who were rendered defperate by the lofs of their

native country; and that the exhauficd provinces

would be revived by a frefh fupply of foldiers

and hufbandmen. The Barbarians flili wore an

angry and hoftile afpeift ; but the experience of

pad times might encourage the hope, that they

would acquire the habits of induftry and obe-

dience ; that their manners would be poliflied by

time, education, and the influence of Chriftianity;

and that their pofterity would infenfibly blend

with the great body of the Roman people '^^.

Theh-hof- Notwithftanding thefe fpecious arguments, and
tile fenti-

i r r • i •

ments. thele ianguinc expectations, it was apparent to

every difcerning eye, that the Goths would long

remain the enemies, and might foon become the

'>' Befidcs the partial inve(5lives of Zolimiis (always tlifconientcd

V i'h the Chiiltian reigns), fee the grave reprcfentations which Syne-

fius addreffes to the emperor Arcadius (de Regno, p. 25, 76, edit.

Pctav.\ The philofbphic bifiiup of Cyiene was near enoiigli to

judge ; and he was lufHciently removed from the temptation of fear,

or flnttery.

13^ 'I'hemiftiiis (Orat. xvi. p. 211, ziz.) compofes an elaborate

and rational apology, which is not, however, exempt from the pue-

rilities of Greek, rhetoric. Orpheus could cvfy charm the wild beafts

of Thrace : but Thecdofius enchanted the men and women, whofe

predecefTcrs in the fame country liad torn Orpheus in pieces, kc.

eonquer-



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 44x

conquerors, of the Roman empire. Their rude chap,

and infolent behaviour expreficd their contempt

of the citizens and provincials, whom they in-

fulted with impunity '"\ To the zeal and valour

of the Barbarians, Theodofius was indebted for

the fuccefs of his arms : but their afTiftance was

precarious ; and they were fometimes feduced, by

a treacherous and inconftant difpofition, to aban-

don his ftandard, at the moment when their fer-

vice was the mofl eflential. During the civil

war againft Maximus, a great number of Gothic

deferters retired into the moralTes of Macedonia,

wafted the adjacent provinces, and obliged the

intrepid monarch to expofe his perfon, and exert

his power, to fupprefs the rifing flame of rebel-

lion '^*. The public apprehenfions were fortified

by the ftrong fufpicion, that thefe tumults were

not the eJffeCt of accidental paffion, but the refulc

of deep and premeditated defign. It was ge-

nerally believed, that the Goths had figned the

treaty of peace with an hoftile and infidions Ipirit;

and that their chiefs had previoufly bound them-

fclves, by a folemn and fecret oath, never to

keep faith with the Romans ; to maintain the

faireft fhev/ of loyalty and friendfliip, and to watch

the favourable iDoment of rapine, of conqueft:,

ijJ Conftantinople wns deprived, half a day, of the public allow.

ance of bread, to expiate the murder of a Gothic foldier : xi-.u/th; t»

2x«9()«;v was the guilt of the people. Libanius, Orat. xii. p. 394,

edit. Morel.

*U Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 167—271. He tells a long and ridiculous

ftory of the adventurous prince, wlio roved the country wii^ only

five horfomen, of a fpy whom they dcts6\ed, whipped, and killed

in an ohl wonjan's cottage, &c.

an':\
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CHAP, and of revenge. But, as the minds of the Bar-
XXVI .

barians were not infenfible to the power of gra-

titude, feveral of the Gothic leaders fincerely

devoted themfelves to the fervice of the empire,

or, at leaft, of the emperor : the whole nation

was infenfibly divided into two oppofice fa6tions,

and much fophiftry was employed in converfation

and difpute, to compare the obligations of their

firft, and fecond, engagements. The Goths,

who confidered themfelves as the friends of peace,

of juftice, and of Rome, were direfled by the

authority of Fravitta, a valiant and honourable

youth, diftinguiflied above the reft of his coun-

trymen, by the politenefs of his manners, the

liberality of his fcniiments, and the mild virtues

of focial life. But the more numerous fa6lion

adhered to the tierce and faith lefs Priulf, who
inflamed the pafTions, and aflerted the independ-

ence, of his warlike followers. On one of the

folemn feftivals, wlien the chiefs of both parties

were invited to the Lnperial table, they were in^

fenfibly heated by wine, till they forgot the

wfual reftraints of difcretion and refpedl > and

betrayed, in the prefence of TheodofiUs, the fatal

ie-cret of their domePtic difputes. The emperor,

who had been the reludant witnefs of this extra-

ordinary controverfy, diflembled his fears and

refentmenc, and foon difmifled the tumultuous'

aflembly. Fravitta, alarmed and exafperated by

tl>e info>Ience of his rival, whofe departure from'

the palace might have been the fignal of a civil

war, boldly followed him -, aad,. drawing his

fword.
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fwbrd, laid Priulf dead at his feet. Their com- ^xxw^*
panions flew to arms ; and the faithful champion

of Rome would have been opprefTed by fuperior

numbers, if he had not been prote<5led by the

feafonable interpofition of the Imperial guards '".

Such were the fcenes of Barbaric rage, which

difgraced the palace and table of the Roman
emperor j and, as the impatient Goths could

only be reftrained by the firm and temperate

character of Theodofius, the public fafety feem-

ed to depend on the life and abilities of a fingle

man ''\

»5y Compare Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legat. p. ai, zi.) with Zofi-

mus (1. iv. p. 279.). The difference of circumftances and names

muft undoubtedly be appHed to the fame ftory. Fravitta, or Tra-

vitta, was afterwards conful (A. D. 401.), and ftill continued his

faithful fervice to the eldeft fon of Theodofius (Tillemont, Hift. des

Empereurs, torn. v. p. 467.).

'3'^ Les Goths ravagerent lout depuis le Danube jufqu'au Bof-

phore ; exterminerent Valens et fon armee ; et ne repafTerent le Da-
nube, que pour abandonner I'affreufe folitude qu'ils avoient faite

(Oeuvres de Montefquieu, torn. iii. p. 479 ; Confiderations fur les

Caufts de la Grandeur et de la Decadence des Remains, c. xvii.).

The prefident Montefquieu feems ignorant, that the Goths, aftei

the defeat of Valens, never abandoned the Roman territory-. It i»,

now thirty years, fays Claudian (de Bello Getico, i66, &c. A. D.

404- )»

Ex quo jam patrios gens hxc oblita Triones,

Atque Iftrum tranfvecla femel, veftigia fixit

Threicio funefta folo—

—

The error is inexcufable ; fince it difguifes the principal and irorae»>

4iate caufe of the fall of the Weftern Empire of Rome.
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