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CHAP, xxxin.

Death of Honorhis,—Fakntimanlll. Emperor of the

Eafi.— Jdminiftration of his Mother Placidia,—
yEtius and Boniface,—Com^uefi of Jfrica by the

Vandals,

D U R I N G a lono: and difgraceful reiffti of c h a p.
r . , "^ TT • XXXIII.

or twenty-eight years, Honorius, emperor
^

of the Weft, was feparated from the friendfhip Laft years

of his brother, and afterwards of his nephew, of Hono-

who reigned over the Eaft ; and Conftantinople a! 0.423
beheld, with apparent indifference and fecret joy, Aug. 27.

the calamities of Rome. The ftrange adventures

of Placidia * gradually renewed, and cemented,

the alliance of the two empires. The daughter

' See Chap, xxxi.

Vol, VL B of



2 THE DECLINE AND FALL

xxVirf' °^ ^^^ great Theodofius had been the captive

<—^—' and the queen of the Goths : fhe loft an affec-

tionate hufband ; fhe was dragged in chains by

his infulting aflaffin ; fhe tafted the pleafure of

revenge, and was exchanged, in the treaty of

peace, for fix hundred thoufand meafures of

wheat. After her return from Spain to Italy,

Placidia experienced a new perfecution in the

bofonn of her family. She was averfe to a mar-

riage, which had been ftipulated without her

confentj and the brave Conftantius, as a noble

reward for the tyrants whom he had vanquiflied,

received, from the hand of Honorius himfelf,

the ftruggling and reludant hand of the widow

of Adolphus. But her refiftance ended with the

ceremony of the nuptials i nor did Placidia refufe

to become the mother of Honoria and Valentinian

the third, or to aflume and exercife an abfolute

dominion over the mind of her grateful hufband.

The generous foldicr, whofe time had hitherto

been divided between focial pleafure and military

fervice, was taught new lefTons of avarice and

ambition : he extorted the title of Auguftus ; and

the fervant of Honorius was afTociated to the

empire of the Weft. The death of Conftantius,

In the feventh month of his reign, inftead of

diminifhing, feemed to increafe, the power of

Placidia i and the indecent familiarity ' of her

brother,

* T« a-vy'-x^ ni^ta ^t),ue. '^i\y:,uo.r», h the expiefTion of Olympiodorus

(apud Photium, p. 197.) i
who means, perhaps, to defciibe the

fame careffes which Mahomet beftowed on his daughter Phatemah.

Quoiido (fays the prophet himfelf), quando fubit mini defiderium

Piiiadifj,
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^

brother, which might be no more than the fymp-
xjoaif'

toms of a childifli afFeflion, were univerfally

attributed to inceftuous love. On a fudden, by

Tome bafe intrigues of a fteward and a nurfe, this

exceflive fondnefs was converted into an irrecon-

cileable quarrel : the debates of the emperor and

his filler were not long confined within the walls

of the palace ; and as the Gothic foldiers adhered

to their queen, the city of Ravenna was agitated

with bloody and dangerous tumults, which could

only be appeafed by the forced or voluntary re-

treat of Placidia and her children. The royal

exiles landed at Conflantinople, foon after the

marriage of Theodofius, during the fcftival of

the Perfian victories. They were treated with

kindnefs and magnificence; but as the flatues of

the emperor Conftantius had been rejefled by the

Eaftern court, the title of Augufta could not de-

cently be allowed to his widow. Within a few

months after the arrival of Placidia, a fwift mef-

fenger announced the death of Honorius, the

confcquence of a dropfy ; but the important fecret

was not divulged, till the necefTary orders had

been difpatched for the march of a large body of

troops to the fea-coafb of Dalmatia. The fhops

and the gates of Conflantinople remained fliut

during {even days; and the lofs of a foreign

prince, v/ho could neither be efteemed nor re-

Paradifi, ofculoi- earn, et ingero linguam meam in os ejus. But this

fenfual in^dulgence was juftified by miracle and niyfteiy^ and the

anecdote has been communicated to the public by the Reverend Fa-

ther Mavaccr, in his Veifion and Confutation of the Koran, torn, i,

f 3^-

B 2 gretred.
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CHAP, gretted, was celebrated with loud and affeded
XXXIII.
^^ -

'. demonftrations of the public grief.

Elevation "While the minifters of Conftantinople delibe-

the'^ufur er
^^^^^> ^^"^^ vacant thronc of Honorius was ufurped

John, bv the ambition of a ftran^er. The name of the
A. D,

rebel was John : he filled the confidential office

of PrimiceriuSy or principal fecretary ; and hiftory

has attributed to his charadler more virtues, than

can eafily be reconciled with the violation of the

moft facred duty. Elated by the fubmiffion of

Italy, and the hope of an alliance with the Huns,

John prefumed to infult, by an cmbafiy, the

majefty of the Eaftern emperor; but when he

underftood that his agents had been banifhed,

imprifoned, and at length chaced away with de-

ferved ignominy, John prepared to aflert, by

arms, the injuftice of his claims. In fuch a

caufe, the grandfon of the great Theodofius

fliould have marched in perfon : but the young

emperor was eafily diverted, by his phyficians,

from fo raili and hazardous a defign j and the

condud: of the Italian expedition was prudently

entrufted to Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who

had already fignalifed their valour againft the

Perfians. It was refolved, that Ardaburius fhould

embark with the infantry ; whiift Afpar, at the

head of the cavalry, condufled Placidia, and her

fon Valentinian, along the fea-coaft of the Ha-

driatic. The march of the cavalry was perform-

ed with fuch aftive diligence, that they furprifed,

without refiftance, the important city of Aquileia;

when the hopes of Afpar were unexpededly con-

founded
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founded by the intelligence, that a dorm had
xx^nf/

difperfed the Imperial fleet j and that his father,

with only two gallies, was taken and carried a

prifoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this in-

cident, unfortunate as it might feem, facilitated

the conqueft of Italy. Ardaburius employed,

or abiifed, the courteous freedom, which he was

permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops a

fenfe of loyalty and gratitude; and, as foon as

the confpiracy was ripe for execution, he invited

by private mclTages, and preflfed the approach of,

Afpar, A fliepherd, whom the popular credulity

transformed into an angel, guided the Eaftern

cavalry, by a fecret, and, it was thought, an im-

paffable road, through the moralTes of the Po :

the gates of Ravenna, after a (hort ftruggle,

were thrown open ; and the defencelefs tyrant was

delivered to the mercy, or rather to the cruelty,

of the conquerors. His right hand was tirft cut

off; and, after he had been expofed, mounted

on an afs, to the public derifion, John was be-

headed in the Circus of Aquileia. The emperor

Theodofius, when he received the news of the

victory, interrupted the horfe-races; andfinging,

as he marched through the ftreets, a fuitable

pfalm, conducted his people from the Hippo-

drome to the church, where he fpent the remain-

der of the day in grateful devotion ^

3 For thefe revolutions of the Weftern empire, confult Olvmpiodor.

apud Phot. p. 192, 193. 196, 197. 200. Sozomen, 1. ix. c. i6.

Socrates, 1. vii. 23, 24, Phiioftorgius, 1. xii. c. 10, 11. and Go-
defroy, Dificitat. p. 486. Procopius, do Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 3.

p. i8i, 183. Tiieophanes, in Ciironograph. p. 72, 73. and the

Chronicles.

B3 In



6 THE DECLINE AND FALL
CHAP. In 3. monarchy, which, accordinff to various
XXXIII.
I ^^- J precedents, might be confidered as eleftive, or

^.^^^"Jj'j
hereditary, or patrimonial, it wa? impoiTible that

emperor of the intricate claims of female and collateral fuc-

A. d/ ceflion fhould be clearly defined *i and Theo-
425-4-55' dofius, by the right of confanguinity or con-

queft, might have reigned the fole legitimate

emperor of the Romans. For a moment, per-

haps, his eyes were dazzled by the profpect of

unbounded fway , but his indolent temper gra-

dually acquiefced in the dictates of found policy.

He contented himfelf with the polTeflion of the

Eaft ; and wifely relinquifhed the laborious talk,

of waging a diftant and doubtful war againft the

Barbarians beyond the Alps; or of fecuring the

obedience of the Italians and Africans, whofe

minds were alienated by the irreconcileable dif-

ference of language and intereft. Inflead of

liftening to the voice of ambition, Theodofius

refolved to imitate the moderation of his grand-

father, and to feat his coufin Valentinian on the

throne of the Weft. The royal infant was dif-

tinguiilied at Conftantinople by the title oi Nohi-

liffimus : he was promoted, before his departure

from ThefTalonica, to the rank and dignity of

defar ; and, after the conqueft of Italy, the pa-

trician Helion, by the authority of Theodofius,

and in the prefence of the fenate, faluted Valen-

4- See Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. li, c. 7. He has labori-j

oufly, but vainly, attempted to form a reafonable fyftem of jurif-

pnidence, from the varions and dilcordant modes ot royal fucceffion,

^vhich have been introduced by fraud, or force, by time, or acci-

dent,

tiniar?
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tlnlan the third by the name of Auguftus, and ^^^^'
folemnly invefted him with the diadem, and the

Imperial purple 'o By the agreement of the three

females who governed the Roman worlds the Ton

of Placidia was betrothed to Eudoxia, the daugh-

ter of Theodofius and Athenais ; and, as foon as

the lover and his bride had attained the age of

puberty, this honourable alliance was faithfully

accomplilhed. At the fame time, as a compen-

fation, perhaps, for the expences of the war, the

Weftern Illyricum was detached from the Italian

dominions, and yielded to the throne, of Con-

ftantinople *. The emperor of the Eaft acquired

the ufeful dominion of the rich and maritime

province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous fove^

reignty of Pannonia and Noricum, which had

been filled and ravaged above twenty years, by a

promifcuous crowd of Huns, Ollrogoths, Van-

dals, and Bavarians, Theodofius and Valentinian

continued to refpe^l the obligations of their pub-r

lie and domeflic alliance; but the unity of the

Roman government was finally difTolved. By a

pofitive declaration, the validity of all future

laws was limited to the dominions of their pecu-

liar author j unlefs he fhould think proper to

communicate them, fubfcrjbed, with his own

5 The original wiit^rs are not agreed (fee Muratori, Annaii

d'ltalia^ torn. iv. p. i39.)> whether Valentinian received the luipe-

rial diadem at Rome or Ravenna. In this uncertainty, I am v»rilling

to believe, that fome refpeft was (hewn to the fenate.

^ The count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de TEurope, torn. vii.

p. 292—300.) has eftabliflied the reality, explained the motivcsj ;iv>4

traced the confequences, of this remarkable cefiion.

P 4 hand,
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c Hj^
J*-

hand, for the approbation of his independent
XXXIII.
u-.y^.j colleague \

Admini- Valentinian, when he received the title of Au-

hiTmother guflus, was no more than fix years of age : and

^^a^'d ^^^ ^^^B minority was entrufted to the guardian

415-450, care of a mother, who might alTert a female

claim to the fucceffion of the Weftern empire.

Placidia envied, but fhe could not equal, the

reputation and virtues of the wife and fifter of

Theodofius j the elegant genius of Eudocia, the

wife and fuccefsful policy of Pulcheria. The
mother of Valentinian Was jealous of the power,

which flie was incapable of exercifing *
: Ihe reign-

ed twenty-five years, in the name of her fon j

and the charader of that unworthy emperor gra-

dually countenanced the fufpicion, that Placidia

had enervated his youth by a diffolute education,

and fludioufly diverted his attention from every

Her two manly and honourable purfuit. Amidfl: the de-

S;"his and ^^Y ^^ military fpirit, her armies were command-
Boniface.

7 See the firft Ifovc! of Theodofius, by which he ratifies and com-

municates (A. D. 438.) the Thecdofian Code. About forty years

before that time, the unity of legifiatlon had been provtd by an ex-

ceptiorr. The Jews, who were numerous in the cities of Apulia

and Calabria, produced a law of the Eaft to juftify their exemption

from municipal offices (Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. viii. leg. 13.) j

and the Weftern emperor was obliged to invalidate, by a fpecial

edift, the law, quam conftat meis partibus efle damnofam. Cod,

Theod. 1. xi. tit. i, leg. 158.

^ Cafliodorius (Varior. 1. xi, epift. i. p. 238.) has compared the

regencies of Placidia and Amalafuntha. He arraigns the weaknefs

of the mother of Valentinian, and praifes the virtues of his royal

miftrefs. On this occafion, flattery feems to have fpoken the lan-

gaage of truth

.

ed
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ed by two generals, iEdus ' and 3oniface '°,
%^^:^,u.

who maybe defervediy aamed as the laft of :' ^ - -v—-^

Romans. Their union mighn have fupported a

finking empire j their difcord was the fatal and

immediate caulc of the lois of Africa. The in-

vafion and defeat of Attila has immortalized the

fame of jScius i and though time has throw ri a

fhade over the exploits of his r^val, the de^'ence

of Marfcelles, and the deliverance of Africa,

atteft the military talents of count Boniface, in

the field of battle, in partial encounters, in fin-

gie combats, he was ftill the terror of the Bar-

barians ; the clergy, and particularly his friend

Auguftin, were edified by the Chrillian piety,

which had once tempted him to retire from the

worldi the people applauded his fpoclefs integrity;

the army dreaded his equal and inexorable juftice,

which may be difplayed in a very fmgular exam-

ple, A peafant, who complained of the criminal

intimacy between his wife and a Gothic foldier,

was directed to attend his tribunal the following

day : in the evening the count, who had diii-

9 Philoftorgius, 1. xii. c. 12. and Godcfroy's DlfTeitat. p, 493,

&c. ; and Renatus Frigeridus, apiid Gregor. Turon. 1. ii. c. 8.

in torn. ii. p. 163. The father of^tius was Gaudc-iitius, an illuf-

trious citizen of the province of Scythia, and nniler-general of the

cavalry : his mother was a rich and noble Italian. From his ear-

lieft youth, ^tius, as a foldier and a hoUage, had converled with
'

the Barbarians.

'° For the charafler of Boniface, lee Olympiodoms, apiid Phot,

p. 196.; and St. Auguftin, apud Tilleniont, Memoires Rcclef.

torn. xiii. p. 712—715. 886. The bifliop of Hippo at length de-

plored the fall of his friend, who, after a fulemn vow of chaftity,

had married a fecond wi ft of the Arian Itci, and who was lulpcctcd

of keeping feveral concubines In his hoiifc.

S gendy
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c H A P. gently informed himfelf of the time and place of

the afTignation, mounted his horfe, rode ten miles

into the country, furprifed the guilty couple,

punifhed the foldier with inftant death, and fi-

lenced the complaints of the hufband, by pre-
,

fenting him, the next morning, with the head of

the adulterer. The abilities of ^tius and Boni-

face might have been ufefully employed againft

the public enemies, in feparate and important

commands ; but the experience of their pail con-

dud; Ihould have decided the real favour and con-

fidence of the emprefs Placidia, In the melan-

choly feafon of her exile and diflrefs, Boniface

alone had maintained her caufe with unfhaken

fidelity ; and the troops and treafures of Africa

had eflentially contributed to extinguifh the

rebellion. The fame rebellion had been fup-

ported by the zeal and aflivity of ^tius, who
brought an army of fixty thoufand Huns from the

Danube to the confines of Italy, for the fervice

of the ufurper. The untimely death of John,

compelled him to accept an advantageous treaty;

but he ftill continued, the fubjed and the foldier

of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret, perhaps a

treafonable, correfpondence with his Barbarian

allies, whofe retreat had been purchafed by liberal

gifts, and more liberal promifes. But ^tius

poflefifed an advantage of fingular moment in

a female reign : he was prefent : he befieged,

with artful and afiiduous flattery, the palace of

Ravenna; difguifed his dark defigns with the

malk of loyalty and friendfliipj and at length

I deceived
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(deceived both his miftrefs and his abfent rival, chap.

by a fubtle confpiracy, which a weak woman, .^
,,

j

and a brave man, could not eafily fufpecl. He Error and

fecretly perfuaded " Placidia to recal Boniface Boniface

from the government of Africa s he fecretly ad- A.D^^r?*,

vifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons

:

to the one, he reprefented the order as a fentence

of death -, to the other, he dated the refufal as a

fignal of revolt j and when the credulous and un-

fufpeftful count had armed the province in his

defence, ^tius applauded his fagacity in fore-

feeing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had

excited. A temperate enquiry into the real

motives of Boniface, would have reftored a faith-

ful fervant to his duty and to the republic; but

the arts of ^tius ftill continued to betray and

to inflame, and the count was urged, by per-

fecution, to embrace the mod defperate counfels.

The fuccefs with which he eluded or repelled tKe
'

firft attacks, could not infpire a vain confidence,

that, at the head of fome loofe, diforderly Afri-

cans, he lliould be able to withdand the regular

forces of the Weft, commanded by a rival, whofb

military charafler it was impoflible for him to

defpife. After fome hefitation, the laft ftruggles

of prudence and loyalty, Boniface difpatched a

trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp,

ofGonderic, king of the Vandals, v/ich the pro-

" ProcopJus (Je Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c.3,4-. p. i8z— 186.) rclnt.'s

the fraud of ^tiws, the revolt of Boniface, rnd the lofs of Afrira.

This anecdote, which is fupported by fome collateral teftimony (Ice .

Kuinart, Hift. Perfecut. Vandal, p. 420, 421.), feems agreeable to

the praiSlice of ancient and modern courts, and would be oaturally

revealed by the repentance of Ponifacc.
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xxxin '
^^^^- ^^ ^ ^'^^ alliance, and the offer of an ad-

i,,^-.,* vantageous and perpetual fettlement.

He invites After the retreat of the Goths, the authority of

dah,
^"" Honorius had obtained a precarious cllablifhment

A.D.428. in Spain i except only in the province of Gal-
licia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had for-

tified their camps, in mutual difcord, and hoftile

independence. The Vandals prevailedi and their

adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian hills,

between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach of

Count Afterius compelled, or rather provoked, the

vidtorious Barbarians to remove the fcene of the

war to the plains of Boetica. The rapid progrefs

of the Vandals foon required a more effedual

oppofition J and the mafter-general Caftinus

marched againft them with a numerous army of

Romans and Goths. VanquiOied in battle by an

inferior enemy, Caftinus fled with difhonour to

Tarragona j and this memorable defeat, which

has been reprefented as the punifliment, was moft

probably the effeft, of his rafh prefumption '*.

Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or

rather the prey, of the ferocious conquerors j and

the veflels which they found in the harbour of

Carthagena, might eafily tranfport them to the

ifles of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spanilh

fugitives, as in a fecure recefs, had vainly con-

cealed their families and their fortunes. The

12 See the Chronicles of Profper and Idatius. Salvian (de Gu-

bernat. Dei, 1. vii. p. 246. Parisj 1608.) alciibes the viftory of

the Vandals to their fuperior piety. They faded, they prayed, they

carried a Bible in the front of the Hoft, with the defign, perhaps, of

reproaching the perfidy and facrilege of their enemies.

expe-
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experience of navigation, and perhaps the profpecl ^,v\/^
P-

of i^.frica, encouraged the Vandals to accept the Z^ , j

invitation which they received from Count Boni-

face i and the death of Gonderic ferved only to

forward and animate the bold enterprife. In the

room of a prince, not confpicuous for any fuperior

powers of the mind or body, they acquired his

baftard brother, the terrible Genferic "i a name, Genferlc

which, in the deftrudion of the Roman empire, vSSs^.
^

has deferved an equal rank with the names of

Alaric and Attiia. The king of the Vandals is

defcribed to have been of a middle ftature, with

a lamenefs in one leg, which he had contraded

by an accidental fall from his horfe. fiis flow

and cautious fpeech feldom declared the deep

purpofes of his foul : he difdained to imitate the

luxury of the vanquifhed ; but he indulged the

fterner paflions of anger and revenge. The am-

bition of Genferic was without bounds, and with-

out fcruples i and the warrior could dexteroudy

employ the dark engines of policy to folicit the

allies who might be ufeful to his fuccefs, or to

fcatter among his enemies the feeds of hatred and

contention. Almoft in the moment of his depar-

ture he was informed, that Hermanric, king of

the Suevi, had prelumed to ravage the- Spanidi

'3 Gizericus (his name is varioufly expreffed) ftatura mediocn's

et equi casu claudicans, animo profundus, fermone rarus, luxuiiae

contemptor, ira tuibidus habendi, cupidus, ad folicitandas gentes

providentifllmus, lemina contentionum jacere, odia milcere paratus.

Joinandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 33. p. 657. This portrait, which

is drawn with fome ikill, and a ftrong likcnefs, n^uft have bcea

copied from the Gothic hiftorj- of Cafliodorius.

territories.
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^xxiii*
^^^^i^oJ'^^s, which he was refolved to abandolli

t,—^^^ Lnpatient of the infult, Genferic purfued the

hafty retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida

;

precipitated the king and his army into the river

Anas, and calmly returned to the fea-lhore, to

He lands embark his vidiorious troops. The veflels which
in Africa, tranfportcd the Vandals over the modern StreiehtsA. D. 4.25.

' o
May. of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in

breadth, were furnifhed by the Spaniards^ who
ianxioufly wifhed their departure ; and by the

African general, who had implored their for-

midable afliftance '*.

and re- Our fancy, fo long accuftomed to exaggerate
views his ^^^ multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians

A.D.429. that feemed to ifTue from the North, will per-

haps b€ furprifed by the account of the army

which Genferic muftered on the coaft of Mau-
ritania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had

penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were

united under the command of their Warlike king;

and he reigned with equal authority over the

Alani, who had pafled, within the term of hu-

man life, from the cold of Scythia to the excefliv^

heat of an African climate. The hopes of the

Bold enterprife had excited many brave adven-

turers of the Gothic nation 3 and many defperate

provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes

'4- See the Chronicle of Idatius. That bifliop, a Spaniard and a

contemporary, places the paflage of the Vandals in the month o£

Mayj of the year of Abraham (which comroences in Oftober)

1444.. This date, which coincides with A. D. 429, is confirmed

by Ifidore, another Spanifli bifhop, and is juflly preferred to ttje

opinion of thofc writers, who have marked for that event, one of

the two preceding years. See Pagi Critics, tum.ii. jJ. to^; &c;

by
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: H A p.
XXX Tir.by the fame means which had occafioned their chap.

ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted only

to fifty thoufand efFe<5tive men j and though Gen-

feric artfully magnified his apparent flrength, by

appointing eighty tbiliarchs, or commanders of

thoufands, the fallacious increafe of old men, of

children, and of flaves, would fcarcely have

fweiled his army to the number of fourfcore

thoufand perfons **. But his own dexterity, ani.i

the difcontents of Africa, foon fortified the Van-

dal powers, by the accefTion of numerous and

active allies. The parts of Mauritania, which J""*^
. Moors*

border on the great defert, and the Atlantic

.ocean, were filled with a fierce and untra£table

race of men, whofe favage temper had been

exafperated, rather than reclaimed, by their dread

of the Roman arms. The wandering Moors '%

as they gradually ventured to approach the fea-

fhore, and the camp of the Vandals, mufl have

viewed with terror and aftonifhment the drefs,

the armour, the martial pride and difcipline of

the unknown ftrangers, who had landed on their

*S Compare Procoplus (de Bell. Vandal, 1. i. c. 5. p. 190.) and

Vi(5lor Vitenfis (de Perfecutione Vandal. 1. I. c. i. p. 3. edit. Rui-

nart). We are alTured by Idatiiis, that Genferio evacuated Spain,

cum Vandalis 0rnihus eorunique famJliis ; and PofTidius (in Vit. Au-
guftln. c. 28, apud Ruinart, p. 427.) defcnbss his anriy, as mantis

ingens immanium gentium Vandalorum et Alanorum, commlxtam
fecum habens Gothorum gentem, aliarumque diverfarum perfon.is.

'* For the mamjers of the Moors, feeProcopius (de Bell. Vandal,

I. \\. c- 6, p. 149.) J
for their figure and complexion, M. de BuiToa

(Hiftoire Natureile, torn, iii, p. 430.). Procopius fays in genera!,

that the Moors had joined the Vandals before the death of Vaien-

tinian (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 5. p. 190.) 5 and it is probable,

that the independent tribrjs did not embrace any uniform fyftem of

policy.

coaft J
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xxx^rf'
^°^^'

' ^"^ '^^ ^^''* complexions of the blue-eyed

V r-^- "^» warriors of Germany, formed a very fingular

contf-afl: with the fwarthy or olive hue, which is

deriv'ed from the neighbourhood of the torrid

zone. After the firft difficulties had in fome

meafure been removed, which arofe from the

mutual ignorance of their rcfpective language, the

Moors, regardlefs of any future confequence,

embraced the alliance of the enemies of Rome;
and a crowd of naked favages ruftied from the

"woods and vallies of Mount Atlas, to fatiate their

revenge on the polifhed tyrants, who had inju-

rioudy expelled them from the native fovereignty

of the land.

The Do- The perfecution of the Donatifts *' was an
natifts. '

event not lef? favourable to the defigns of Gen-

feric. Seventeen years before he landed in Africa,

a public conference was held at Carthage, by the

order of the magiilrate. The Catholics were

fatisfied, that, after the invincible reafons which

they had alleged, the obftinacy of the fchifmatics

mud be inexcufable and voluntary; and the em-

peror Honorius was perfuaded to inflict the moll

rigorous penalties on a fadion, which had fa

long abufed his patience and clemency. Three

hundred blfhops '^ with many thoufands of the

inferior clergy, were torn from their churches,

»7 See Tillemont, Memoires Ecclef. toai. xiii. p. 516—558.5

and the whcle ier.e? of the perfecution, in the 01 iginal monuments,

publiflied by Dupin at the end of Optatus, p. 323— 515.

•*' The Donatift bifhop., at the conference of Carthage, amounted

10279. 5 ^^^ ^^^y afff'^'-d, that their whole number was not lefs

than 400. The Catholics nad 286 prefeni, lao abfent, befides fixty-

four vacant biflioprics,

flripped
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ftrjpped of their ecclefiaftical poiTeffions, baniihed ^ hap.

to the iflands, and profcribed by the laws, if they .,—^-^-J

prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces

of Africa. Their numerous congregations, both

in cities arid in the country, were deprived of the

rights of citizens, and of the exercife of religious

worfliip. A regular fcaie of fines, from ten to

two hundred pounds of filvcr, was cuiioufiy"

afcertained, according to the diilinclions of rank

and fortune, to punifh the crime of affifting at a

fchifmatic conventicle 5 and if the fine had been

levied five times, without fubduing the obftinacy

of the offender, his future punifhment was refer-

red to the difcretion of the Imperial court "'.

By thefe feverities, which obtained the w^armeft

approbation of St. Auguftin ^'', great numbers of

Donatifts were reconciled to the Catholic church:

but the fanatics, who flill perfevered in their op-

pofition, were provoked to madnefs and defpair;

the dillraded country was filled with tumult and

bloodlhed 3 the armed troops of Circumcellions

alternately pointed their rage againft them-

felves, or againll their adverfaries j and the calen-

'9 The fifth title of the fixteenth book of the Theodofian Code,

exhibits a ferics of the Imperial la-.vs againft the Donatifts, from the

year 400 to the year ^-a8. Of thefe the 54th law, promulgated by

Honorius, A.D.414, is the molt fevere and effeftual.

-° St. Aiicuftin altered his opiiiion with regard to the proper

treatment of heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indul-

gence, for the Manichseans, has been -iilcrted by Mr. Locke
{vol. iii. p. 469.) among the choice fpecim r s of his common-place

book. Another philofopher, tJie celebrated Bayie (torn. ii. p. 445—
<]c,6.), has refufcd, with fuperfluous diligence and ingenuity, the

aiguments, by which the bifliop of Hippo juilified, in his old age,

the perfecuiion of the Donatifts.

Vol, VL C dar
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CHAP, dar of martyrs received on both fides a confider-
XXXIII.
^_V— > able augmentation *'. Under thefe circumftances,

Genferic, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the ortho-

dox communion, fhewed himfelf to the Dona-

lifts as a powerful deliverer, from whom they

might reafonably expert the repeal of the odious

and opprcfTive edivfls of the Roman emperors".

The conqucft of Africa was facilitated by the

adive zeal, or the fecret favour, of a domeftic

fadion J the wanton outrages againft the churches^

and the clergy, of which the Vandals are accufed,

may be fairly imputed to the fanaticifm of their

allies; and the intolerant fpirit, which difgraced

the triumph of Chriftianity, contributed to the

lofs of the mofl important province of the V/eft*'.

Taidyre- The court and the people were aftonifhed by
pentance in • ii- i ^ •

i

ofBoni- the ftrange intelligence, that a virtuous hero,

^r^':' after fo many favours, and fo many ferviccs, had
A.D. 4.30. , , . . '

renounced his allegiance, and invited the Barba-

n See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xlii. p. 526—592. 806,

The Donatifts boalted of tboufands of thefe voluntary martyrs. Au-
guftin aflerts, and probably with truth, that thefe numbers were

much exaggerated ; but he fternly maintains, that it was better that

fome fhould burn themfelves in this world, than that all fhould burn

in hell flames.

** According to St. Auguftin and Theodoret, the Donatifts were

inclined to the principles, or at leaft to the party, of the Arians,

which Gtnferic fupported. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi.

p. 68.

i; See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 4.28. N«> 7. A. D. 4.39.

No 35. The cardinal,though more inclined to feek the caufe of great

events in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent con-

nexion of the Vandals and the Donatifts. Under the reign of the

Barbarians, the fchifmatics of Africa enjoyed an obfcure peace of

one hundred years ; at the endofwhichj we may again trace them

by the light of the Imperial perfecutions. See Tillemont, Mem,
r.cclef. torn. vi. p. 192, &c.

ri^ns



Of the ROMAN EMPIRE. 19

rlans to deftroy the province entrufted to his
^^^^jf;

command. The friends of Boniface, who ftill '»- k-' *

believed that his criminal behaviour might be

excufed by fome honourable motive, folicited,

during the abfence of ^tius, a free conference

with the Count of Africa 3 and Darius, an officer

of high diftincflion, was nam.ed for the important

cmbafly **. In their firft interviev/ at Carthage^

the imaginary provocations were mutually ex-

plained j the oppofite letters of i^tius were pro-

duced and compared s and the fraud was eafily

detedled. Placidia and Boniface lamented their

fatal error ; and the Count had fufficient magna-,

nimity to confide in the forgivenefs of his fove-

reign, or to expofe his head to her future refent-

ir.ent. His repentance was fervent and fincerej

but he foon difcovered, that it was no longer in

his power to reftore the edifice which he had

,
fliaken to its foundations. Carthage, and the

Roman garrifons, returned with their general to

the r.llegiance of Valentinian ; but the reft of

Africa was ftill diftrafted with war and faction ;

and the inexorable king of the Vandals, difdain-

ing all terms of accommodation, fternly refufed

to relinquifti the polTcffion of his prey„ The
band of veterans, who marched under the ftand-

^^ In a confidential letter to Count Boniface, St. Auguftin, with-

out examining the grounds of the quarrel, pioufiy exhorts him to

difcharge the duties of a Chridian and a fubjeft ; to extricate himfelf

without delay from his dangerous and guilty fituation ; and even,

if he could obtain the confent of his wife, to embrace a life of celi-

bacy and pennance (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 890.).

The bi;hop was intimately connecied with Darius, the minifter of

peace (Id. torn, xiii, p. 928.).

C 2 ^d
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CHAP, ard of Boniface, and his hafty levies of provinclai'
XXXIII.^ ^- '. troops, were defeated with confiderable lofs : the

vi6i:orious Barbarians infulted the open country 5

and Carthage, Cirta, and Hippo Regius, were

the only cities that appeared to rife above the

general inundation.

Defolation '^^"^^ ^^ng and narrow trafl of the African coaft

of Africa, vvas filled with frequent naonunaents of Roman
art and magnificence ,. and the refpeclive degrees

of improvement might be accurately mealured

by the diftance from Carthage and the Mediter-

ranean. A fimple refledlion will imprefs every

thinking mind with the clearefl: idea of fertility-'

and cultivation : the country was extremely po-

pulous i the inhabitants referved a liberal fub-

liftence for their own ufe> and the annual ex-

portation, particularly of wheat, was fo regular

and plentiful, that Africa deferved the name of

the common granary of Rome and of mankind..

On a fudden, the feven fruitful provinces, from

Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the

invafion of the Vandals j whofe deftrudbive rage

has perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani-

mofity, religious zeal, and extravagant declama-

tion. War, in its faireft form, implies a per-

petual violation of humanity and juftice j. and the

hoftilicies of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce

and lawlefs fpirit which inceffantly difturbs their

peaceful and domcftic fociety. The Vandals,

I -where they found refifta-nce, feldom gave quarter;:

and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were

expiated by the ruin of the cities under whofe

walls they h^d fallen. Carelefs of the diftinflions

of
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of age, or fex, or rank, they employed every fpe-

cies of indignity and torture, to force from the

captives a difcovery of their hidden wealth. The

ilern policy of Genferic juftified his frequent ex-

amples of military execution : he was not always

the mailer of his own pafTions, or of thofe of his

followers ; and the calamities of war Vv'ere aggra-

-/ated by the licentioufnefs of the Moors, and the

fanaticifm of the Donatifts. Yet I fliall not

eafily be perfuaded, that it was the common prac-

tice of the Vandals to extirpate the olives, and

other fruit-trees, of a country where they intend-

cd to fettle : nor can I believe that it was a ufuai

llratagem to (laughter great numbers of their

;prifoners before the walls of a befieged city, for

'the fole purpofe of infecting the air, and pro-

• ducing a peftilence, of which they the mfeIves

muft have been the firft vidtims *^

The o;enerous mind of Count Boniface was siecre of

itortured by thcexquifite didrefs of beholding the a'.d^sqj

ruin, which he had occafioned, and whofe rapid
^'^^^'''

progrefs he was unable to check. After the lofs

of a battle, he retired into Hippo Regius ; where

he was immediately befieged by an enemy, who
confidered him as the real bulwarlc of Africa,

*s The original complaints of the defolation of Africa are con

-

'tained, i. In a letter from Capreolus, bifliop of Carthage, lo excule

his abfence from the council of Ephefus (ap. Ruinart, p. 429.).
•s. In the life of St. Auguftin, by his friend and colleague Poffidins

(ap. Ruinart, p. 427.). 3. In the Hiftory of the Vandalic Perfccu-

tion, by Vi6l:or Vitenfis (1. i. c. i, 2, 3. edit. Ruinart). The lall

pi(5iure, which was drawn fixty years after the event, is more cx-

preflive of the author's paffions than of the truth of fads.

C 3 The
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CHAP. The maritime colony of Hippo ""^y about two hun«
XXXIII. L J. '

\_ -\- '' dred miles weftward of Carthage, had formerly

acquired the diftingiiifhing epithet of Regius,

from the refidence of Numidian kings j and fome

remains of trade and populoufnefs ftill adhere to

the modern city, which is knovv'n in Europe by

the corrupted name of Bona. The military la--

hours, and anxious reflexions, of Count Boniface,

were alleviated by the edifying converfation of

his friend Sr. Auguftin*^; till that bifhop, the

light and pillar of the Catholic church, was
peafuof gently releafed, in the third month of the fiege,
St. Augul- o y -> o '

tine, and in the feventy-fixth year of his age, from the

Au^'ziy aflual and the impending calamities of his coun-

try. The youth of Auguftin had been ftained

by the vices and errors, which he fo ingenuoudy

confefies; but from the moment of his conver-

fion, to that of his death, the manners of the

bifhop of Hippo were pure and auiiere : and the

moll confpicuous of his virtues was an ardent

zeal againil heretics of every denomination j the

Manichseans, the Donatiils, and the Pelagians,

againft whom he v/aged a perpetual concroyerfy.

«^ See Cellarlus, Gecgraph. Antiq. torn. ii. part ii. p, lit.

Leo African, in Ramufio, torn. i. fol. 70. L'Afrique de Marmol.

torn. ii. p. 434-. 437. Shaw's Travels, p. 46, 47. The old Hippo

Regius wcis finally deftroyej by the Arabs in the llventh century

;

but a new town, at the diltance of two miles, was built with the

materials; and it contained, in the fixtecnth cerifury, about tlwee

hundred families of induftrious, but turbulent, manufacturers.

The adjacent territory is renowned for a pure air, a lertile foil, and

plenty of exquifite fruits.

^7 The life of St. Auguftin, by Tillemont, fills a quarto volume

(Mem. Ecclef. torn, xiii.) of more than one thoufand pages j and

jhe diligence of that learned Janfenift was excited, on this occafion,

by faflipus and devout zeal for the founder of his feft.

When
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When the city, fome months after his death, was xxxnf

'

burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately

faved, which contained his voluminous writings;

two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or

treatifes on theological fubjedls, befides a com-

plete expofition of the pfalter and the gofpel,

and a copious magazine of epiflles and homilies*'.

According to thejudgmicnt of the moft impartial

critics, the fuperficial learning of Auguftin was

confined to the Latin language ''j and his ftyle,

though fometimes animated by the eloquence of

pafTion, is ufually clouded by falfe and affected

rhetoric. But he poffciTed a ftrong, capacious,

argumentative mind i he boldly founded the dark

abyfs of grace, predeftination, free-will, and

original fin; and the rigid fyfiem of Chriflianity

which he framed or rellored ^°, has been enter-

*s Such at leaft is the account of Vitilor Vitenfis (de Peifecut,

Vandal. 1. i. c. 3.) ; though Gcnnadius feems to doubt whether any

perfon had read, or even coUefted, all the works of" St. Auguftin

(See Hieronym. Opera, torn i. p. 319. in Catalog. Scriptor. Ecclef.).

They have been repeatedly printed j and Dupin (Bibliotheque Ec-

clef. torn. iii. p. 158—257-) has given a large and fatisfaftory ab-

ftrafl of them, as they ftand in the laft edition of the Benedidines.

My perfonal acquaintance with the bifhop of Hippo does not extend

beyond the C.nfejfions, and the City of God.

*9 In his early youth (ConfelF. i. 14.) St. Auguftin difliked and

neglefted the ftudy of Greek ; and he frankly owns that he read the

Platonifts in a Latin verfion (ConfefT. vii. 9.). Some nnodern cri-

tics have thought, that his ignorance of Greek difqualified him from

expounding the fcriptures ; and Cicero or Quintilian would have

required the knowledge of that language in a profcflbr of rhetoric.

3° Thefe queftions were ftldom agitated, from the time of St.

Paul to that of St. Auguftin. I am informed that the Greek fa-

thers maintain the natural fentiments of the Semi-pelagians ; and

that the orthodoxy of St. Auguftin was derived from the Manichaean

fchool.

C 4 tained.
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CHAP, tained, with public applaufe, and fecret reluc-

t_-..^^-.„»j tance, by the Latin church".

Death and ^7 ^^^ ^"^^^^ ^^ Bonifacc, and perhaps by the

j-etieat of ignorancc of the Vandals, the fiege of Hippo

A.D,43i. was protraded above fourteen months: the fea

was continually open ; and when the adjacent

country had been exhaufted by irregular rapine,

the befiegers themfelves were compelled by fa-

mine to relinquilh their enterprife. The im-

portance and danger of Africa were deeply felt

by the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored

the affiftance of her eaftern ally; and the Italian

fleet and army were reinforced by Afpar, who
failed from Conftantinople with a powerful arma-

ment. As foon as the force of the two empires

yvas united under the command of Boniface, he

boldly marched againft the Yandals ; and the

lofs of ^ fecond battle irretrievably decided the

fate of Africa. He embarked with the precipi^

tation of defpairj and the people of Hippo were

permitted, with their fimilies and effeds, to

occupy the vacant place of the foldiers, the great-

eft part of whom were either flain or made pri-

foners by the Vandals. The Count, v/hofe fatal

,

3^ The church of Rome has canoniftd /. uguftin, and reprobated

Calvin. Yet as the «i?/ difference between them is invifible even to

a theological inicrofcope ; the Molinifts are oppreffed by the autho-

rity of the faint, and the Janfenifts are difgraced by their refemblarice

to the heretic. In the mer.n while the Proteftant Armenians ftand

aloof, and deride the rautr.ai perplexity of the difputants (See a cu-

rious Review of the Contrcvcrfy, by Le Clerc, Bibliotheque Univer-

felle, torn. xiv. p. 14.4.— 39S.), Perhaps a reafoner ftill more inde-

pendent, may fmile in bh turn, when he perufes an Aiminian Com-
rnentary on the EpUtie to the P.omans.

credulitv
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<tredulity had wounded the vitals of the republic,
^^^j^;

mic^ht enter the palace of Ravenna with fome v—^^,—

»

anxiety, which was loon removed by the fmiles

of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude

the rank of patrician, and the dignity of mafter-

o-eneral of the Roman armies j but he muft have

blufhed at the fight of thole medals, in which he

was reprefented with the name and attributes of

viflory ^'. The difcovery of his fraud, the dif-

pleafure of the emprefs, and the diftinguiflied

favour of his rival, exafperated the haughty and

perfidious foul of iEtius. He haftily returned

from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, or rather

with an army, of Barbarian followers; and fuch

was the weaknefs of the government, that the

two generals decided their private quarrel in a

bloody battle. Boniface was fuccefsfulj but he His deatii,

received in the conflidl a mortal wound from the *
"^^^'

fpcar of his adverfary, of which he expired within

a few days, in fuch Chriftian and charitable fen-

timcnts, that he exhorted his wife, a rich heirefs

of Spain, to accept JEtius for her fecond huf-

band. But ^tius could not derive any imme-

diate-advantage from the generofity of his dying

enemy : he was proclaimed a rebel by the juftice

of Placidia ; and though he attempted to defend

»* Ducange, Farn. Byzant. p. 67. On one fide, the head of Va-

lentlnian ; on the reverfe, BoTiface, with a fcouige in one hand,

and a palm in the other, ftanding in a triumphal car, which is

drawn by four horfes, or, in another medal, by four ftags ; an un-

lucky emblem ! I (hould doubt whether another example can be

Found of the head of a fubjefl on the reverfe of an Imperial medal.

See Science des Medailles, by the Pere Jobcrt, torn. i. p. 132— 150.

edit, of 1739, by the Baron de la Baflie.

t fome
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xxxin'
^°'^^ ftrong fortrefles erecfled on his patrimonial

w~»r---^ eftate, the Imperial power foon compelled him
to retire into Pannonia, to the tents of his faith-

ful Huns. The republic was deprived, by their

mutual difcord, of the fervice of her two mod
illuftrious champions ".

Progrefsof It might naturally be expeded, after the re-

dalsin A- treat ofBoniface, that the Vandals would atchieve,

^"a' d without refiftance or delay, the conqueft of Africa.

4-31 -4-39- Eight years however elapfed, from the evacua-

tion of Hippo to the redudion of Carthage.

In the mid(t of that interval, the ambitious Gen-

feric, in the full tide of apparent profperity,

negociated a treaty of peace, by which he gave

his fon Hunneric for an hoitage ; and confented

to leave the Wtflern emperor in the undifturbed

poiTenion of the three Mauritanias ^*. This mo-
deration, which cannot be imputed to thejuftice,

mud be afcribed to the policy, of the conqueror.

His throne was encompaffed with domicftic ene-

mies ; who accufed the bafenefs of his birth, and

afierted the legitimate claims of his nephews, the

fons of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed, he

'5 Procopiils (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 3. p. 185.) continues the

hiftory of Boniface no farther than his return to Italy. Kis death

is mentioned by Profper and Marcellinus; the exprefljon of the lat-

ter, that ^tius, the d.iy before, had provided himfelf with a Unger

I'pear, implies fomething like z regular duel.

5+ See Procopius, de Eeli. Vandal. I. i. c. 4. p. 186. Valen-.

tinian publirtied feveral humane laws, to relieve the diftrefs of his

Numidian and Mauritanian fubjefts ; he difcharged them, in a great

meafure, from the payment of their debts, reduced their tribute to

one-eighth, and gave them a right of appeal from the provincial

ma^iftrates to the pnsf'eiTt of Rome. C«d. Theod. torn. vi. Novell,

p. II, 12.

Q . facrificed
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facrificed to his fafety -, and their mother, the ^"^jf
*

%vidow of the deceafed king, was precipitated, by

his order, into the river Ampfaga. But the pub-

lic difcontent burft forth in dangerous and fre-

quent confpiracies ; and the warlike tyrant is

fuppofed to have fhed more Vandal blood by the

hand of the executioner, than in the field of bat-

tle "\ The convulfions of Africa, which had

favoured his attack, oppofed the firm eftablifli-

ment of his power ; and the various feditions of

the Moors and Germans, the Donatifts and Ca-

tholics, continually difturbed, or threatened, the

unfettled reign of the conqueror. As he ad-

vanced towards Carthage, he was forced to with-

draw his troops from the Weftern provinces;

the fea-coaft was expofed to the naval enter-

prifes of the Romans of Spain and Italy; and,

in the heart of Numidia, the ftrong inland city

of Corta ftill perfifled in obftinate independence^*,

Thefe difficulties were gradually fubdued by the

fpirir, the perfeverance, and the cruelty of Gen-

feric; who alternately applied the arts of peace

and war to the eftablifhment of his African king-

dom. He fubfcribed a folemn treaty, with the

hope of deriving fome advantage from the term

of its continuance, and the moment of its vio-

lation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed

by the proteftations of friendihip, which con-

cealed his hoilile approach j and Carthage was at

n victor Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal. 1. ii, c. 5. p. ;6. Tlie

cnielties of Gcnferic towards his fiibjcfls, are Ihongly expreffed in

Profper's Clironicle, A. D. 44.1.

36 PoCiJius, in Vit. Augullin, c. z2. apiid Ruinart, p. 4.2S.

length
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^JJL.^-^- length furprifed by the Vandals, five hundred

ki. »^m.^ and eighty-five years after the deftrudiion of the

city and r^epublic by the younger Scipio ".

They fur- A ncw city had arrfen from its ruins, Vv^ith the

th'age,

^"^^

title of a colony ; and though Carthage might

oibbet-^^'
yield to the royal prerogatives of Conftantinople,

and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the

fplendor of Antioch, flie ftili maintained the fe-

cond rank in the Weft -, as the Rome (if we may

^ife the ftyle of contemporaries) of the African

world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis ^*

difplayed, in a dependent condition, the image

of a fiourifhing republic, Carthage contained

the manufadlures, the arms, and the treafures of

the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of

civil honours, gradually afcended from the pro-

curators of the ftreets and quarters of the city,

to the tribunal of the fupreme magiftrate, who,

with the tide of proconful, reprefented the ftate

and dignity of a conlul of ancient Rome. Schools

and o-y;'?2/7^/?c2; were inftituted for the education of

the African youth ; and the liberal arts and man-

fiers, gramm.ar, rhetoric, and philofophy, were

publicly taught in the Greek and Latin languages.

37 See the Chronicles of Idatius, Ifidore, Frofper, and Marcel-

3inus. They mark the lame year, but different days, for the ftir-

prifal of Carthage..

J3 The piilure of Carthage, as it flourifned in the fourth and fifth

centuries, is taken from the Expofitio totius Mundi, p. 17, 18.

in the third volume of Hudfon's Minor Geographers, from Aufonius

^e Claris Uibibus, p. 228, Z29. j and principally from Salvian, de

Gubernatior.e Dei, 1. vii. p. 257, 258. I am furprifed that the Ni-

titia fhould not place either a mint, or an arfenal, at Carthage ;
but

•cmlv 3 gynecxum, or female manufai^lure.

' The
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CHAP.
XXXIII.The buildings of Carthage were uniform ai\d chap.

mac^nificent : a fhady grove was planted in the

midft of the capital > the new port, a fecure and

capacious harbour, was fubfervient to the com-

mercial induftry of citizens and flrangers ; and

the fplendid games of the circus and theatre

were exhibited almoft in the prefence of the Bar-

barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians

was not equal to that of their country, and the

reproach of Punic faith Hill adhered to their fub-

tle and faithlefs charader ^'. The habits of

trade, and the abufe of luxury, had corrupted

their manners j but their impious contempt of

monks, and the fhamelefs pra<5lice of unnatural

lufts, are the two abominations which excite the

pious vehemence of Salvian, the preacher of the

age *^ The king of the Vandals feverely reform-

ed the vices of a voluptuous people j and the

ancient, noble, ingenuous, freedom of Carthage

(thefe exprefTions of Viftor are not without ener-

gy), was reduced by Genferic into a flate of

39 The anonyiBous author of the ExpofTtio totius Miindi, com-

pares, in his barbarous Latin, the country and the inhabitants j and,

after ftigmatifing their want of faith, he eooUy concludes. Difficile

autem inter eos invenitur bonus, tamen in multis pauci boni effe

poffunt. P. 18.

40 He declares, that the peculiar vices of each country were col-

lefted in the fink of Carthage (1. vii. p. 257.). In. the indulgence

of vice, tlie Africans applauded their manly virtue. Et ilii fe magis

virilisfortitudinis effe crederent, qui maxima viros foeminei usus pro-

brofitate fregiffent (p. 268.). The ftreets of Carthage were pol-

luted by effeminate wretches, who publicly affiuned the countenance^

the drefs, and the character of women (p. 264.). Tf a monk ap-

peared in the city, the holy man was purfiied with impious fconi and

sidicule j detedantibus ridcntiuui cachinnis (p. zSy.).

iprna-
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^
^lan* 'g"ominIous fervitude. After he had permitted

his licentious troops to fatiate their rage and ava-

rice, he inftituted a more regular fyftem of rapine

and oppreflion. An edidt. was promulgated^

which enjoined all perfons, without fraud or de-

lay, to deliver their gold, filver, jewels, and

valuable furniture or apparel, to the royal officers;

and the attempt to fecrete any part of their patri-

mony, was inexorably punifiied with death and

torture, as an a6l of treafon againll the flate.

The lands of the proconfular province, which

formed the immediate diftricl of Carthage, were

accurately meafured, and divided among the

Barbarians ; and the conqueror referved for his

peculiar domain, the fertile territory of Byza-

cium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and

Getulia**.

It was natural enough that Genferic fhould hate

thofe whom he had injured : the nobility and

fenators of Carthage were expofed to hisjealoufy

and refentment ; and all thofe who refufed the

ignominious terms, which their honour and reli-

gion forbade them to accept, were compelled by

the Arian tyrant to embrace the condition of

perpetual banilhment. Rome, Italy, and the

provinces of the Eaft, were filled with a crowd

of exiles, of fugitives, and of ingenuous captives,

who folicited the public compaffion : and the

benevolent epiftles of Theodoret, ftill preferve

the names and misfortunes of Csleilian and

African

exiles and
captives.

4' Con;ipare Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 5. p. il

and V^iilov Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal. Li. c. 4.

190.

Maria.
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Maria**. The Syrian bifliop deplores the mis- ^S[^J\^'

fortunes of C^leftian, who, from the Hate of

a noble and opulent fcnator of Carthage, was

reduced, with his wife and family, and fcrvants,

to beg his bread in a foreign country ; but

he applauds the refignation of the Chriftian

exile, and the philofophic temper, which, under

the prelfure of fuch calamities, could enjoy

more real happinefs, than was the ordinary lot

of wealth and profperity. The ftory of Maria,

the daughter of the magnificent Eud^mon, is fin-

gular and interefting. In the fack of Car-

thage, flie was purchafed from the Vandals by

fome merchants of Syria, who afterwards fold

her as a flave in their native country. A female

attendant, tranfported in the fame (hip, and fold

in the fame family, ftill continued to refpeft a

miftrefs whom fortune had reduced to the com-

mon level of fervitude J and the daughter of Eu-

d^emon received from her grateful affedlion the

domeftic fervices, which flie had once required

from her obedience. This remarkable behaviour

divulged the real condition of Maria j who, in

the abfenceof the bilhop of Cyrrhus, was redeem-

ed from flavery by the generofity of fome foldiers

of the garrifon. The liberality of Theodoret

provided for her decent maintenance j and fhe

pafled ten months among the deaconeffes of the

church J till flie was unexpecfliedly informed, that

her father, who had cfcaped from the ruin of

4* Ruinart (p. 4+4.-457.) has collcfled from Theodoret, and

ether authors, the aiisfovtunts, real and f'abulovis, of the inhabitant*

•f Carthage.

Carthage,
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^^^4-j^' Carthage, exercifed an honourable ofEce in one

v,i y -> of the Weftern provinces. Her filial impatience

was feconded by the pious billiop : Theodoret,

in a letter ftill extant, recommends Maria to the

bifhop of iEgse, a maritime city of Cilicia, which

was frequented, during the annual fair, by the

veffels of the Wellj moil earneftly requeuing,

that his colleague would ufe the maiden with a

tendernefs fuitable to her birth j and that he

would entruft her to the care of fuch faithful

merchants, as would efteem it a fufncient gain,

if they refiored a daughter, loft beyond all human
hope, to the arms of her afflifted parent.

Fable of Amons: the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical
th C ...
{ieevsisT hiftory, I am tempted to diftinguifh the memo-^

rable fable of the Seven Sleepers *^
: whofe

imaginary date correfponds with the reign of the

younger Theodofius, and the conqueft of Africa

by the Vandals '**. When the emperor Decius

perfecuted the Chriftians, feven noble youths of

43 The choice of fabulous -circumftances is of fmall importance 5

yet I have confined myfelf to the narrative which was tranflated from

the Syiiac by the care of Gregory of Tours (de Gloria Martyrum,

1. i. c. 05. in Max. Bibliotheca Patrum, torn. xi. p. 856.), to the

Greek afts of their martyrdom (apud Photium, p. 1400, 1401.)^

and to the Annals of the Patriarch Eutychius (torn. i. p. 391. 531,

532. 535. Verf. Pocock.).

4+ Two Syrlac writers, as they are quoted by AfTemanni (Bibliot.

Oriental, torn. i. p. 336. 338.), place the reiurrefVion of the Se-

ven Sleepers in the years 736 (A.D. 425.). or 74S (A. D.437,),

of the sra of the Seleucides. Their Greek aRs, which Photius had

read,' afllgn the date of the thirty-eighth year of^he reign of Theo-

dofius, which may coincide either with A. D. 439, or 446. The

period which had elapfcd iince the pcrfecution of Decius is eafily af-

certained ; and nothing lefs than the ignorance of Mahomet, or the

legendaries, could fuppole an interval of three or four hundred

years,

Epheius
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Ephefus concealed themfelves ia a fpacious ca-
^xxilf'

vern in the fide of an adjacent mountain ; where

they were doomed to periHi by the tyrant, who

gave orders that the entrance fliould be firmly

fecured with a pile of huge flones. They imme-

diately fell into a deep (lumber, which was mi-

raculoufly prolonged, without injuring the powers

of life, during a period of one hundred and

eighty-feven years. At the end of that time,

the flaves of Adolius, to whom the inheritance

of the m.ountain had defccnded, rem.oved the

ftones, to fupply materials for fome ruftic edifice:

the light of the fun darted into the cavern, and

the feven fleepers were permitted to awake.

After a flumber, as they thought, of a few hours,

they were prefiTed by the calls of hunger ; and

refolved that Jamblichus, one of their number^

Ihould fecretly return to the city, to purchafe

bread for the ufe of his companions. The youth

(if we may ftill employ that appellation) could

no longer recognife the once familiar afped of

his native country 3 and his furprife was increafed

by the appearance of a large crofs, triumphantly

eredled over the principal gate of Ephefus. His
fingular drefs, and obfolete language, confounded

the baker, to whom he offered an ancient medal

of Decius as the current coin of the empire

;

and Jamblichus, on the fufpicion of a fecret trea-

fure, was dragged before the judge. Their mu-
tual enquiries produced the amazing difcovery,

that two centuries were almoft elapfed fince Jam-
blichus, and his friends, had efcaped from the

i-age of a Pagan tyrant. The bilhop of Ephe-
VoL. VI. ' D fus.
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CHAP, fus, the clergy, the magiftrates, the people, and

-'i as it is faid the emperor Theodofius himfelf, haf-

tened to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers j

who beftowed their benedidion, related their

llory, and at the fame inftant peaceably expired.

The origin of this marvellous fable cannot be

aicribed to the pious fraud and credulity of the

modern Greeks, fince the authentic tradition may

be traced within half a century of the fuppofed

miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian bifhop, who

was born only two years afcer the death of the

younger Theodofius, has devoted one of his two

hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the

young men of Ephefus *^ Their legend, before

the end of the fixth century, was tranflated from

the Syriac, into the Latin, language, by the care

of Gregory of Tours. The hoftile communions

of the Eaft preferve their memory with equal

reverence J and their names are honourably in-

fcribed in the Roman, the HabyfTinian, and the

Ruffian * calendar **. Nor has their reputation

been confined to the Chriftian world. This po-

I James, one of the orthodox fathers of the Syrian church, was

born A. D. 451- j he began to compoCe his fermons A. D. 474.. :

lie was made bi(hop of Batnae, in the diftricl of Sarng, and province

of Mefopotamia, A. D. 5J9, and died A. D. 521. (Alfemanni,

torn. i. p. 288, z%^.). For the homily de Pueris Epbefiris, fee p. J35

—339. : though I could wifh that Aflemanni had tranilated the text

of James of Sarug, inftead of anfwering the objeftions of Baronius.

46 See the Afia SanFiorum of the Bollandiits (Menfis Julii, torn. vl.

p. 375—3970* This immenfe calendar of faints, in one hundred

and twenty-fix years (1644— 1770.), and in fifty volumes in folio,

has advanced no farther than the 7th day of Oftober. The fup-

preflion of the Jefuits has moft probably checked an undertaking,

which, through the medium of fable and fuperftition, communicates

much hiftorical and philofophical inlhuction

.

pular
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pular tale, which Mahomet might learn when he ^ ^ ^
f*,-. ^_,.. XXXIII.

drove his camels to the fairs or Syria, is mtro-

duced, as a divine revelation, into the Koran *^,

The ftory of the Seven Sleepers has been adopt-

ed, and adorned by the nations, from Bengal to

Africa, who profefs the Mahometan religion*^;

and fomc veftiges of a fimilar tradition have been

difcovered in the remote extremities of Scan-

dinavia *'. This eafy and univerfal belief, fo

expreflivc of the fcnfe of mankind, may be af-

cribed to the genuine merit of the fable itfclf.

We imperceptibly advance from youth to age,

without obferving the gradual, but inceflant,

change of human affairs j and even in our larger

experience of hiflory, the imagination is accuf-

tomed, by a perpetual feries of caufes and effecSts,

to unite the moil diftant revolutions. But if the

interval between twq memorable asras could be

inllantly annihilated j if it were pofTible, after a

momentary flumber of two hundred years, to

difplay the new world to the eyes of a fpeiflator,

47 See Maracci Alcoran. Sura xviii. torn. il. p. 420—427. and

torn. i. part iv. p. 103. With fuch an ample privilege, Mahomet
has not (hewn much tafte or ingenuity. He has invented the dog

(Al Rakim) of the Seven Sleepers ; the refpeft of the fun, who al-

tered his courfe twice a day, that he might (hine into the cavern 1

and the care of God himfelf, who preferved their bodies from pu-

trefaftion, by turning them to the right and left.

+8 See d'Herbelot, Eibliotheque Orientale, p. 139-; and Renau-

dot, Hift. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 39, 40.

49 Paul, the deacon of Aquileia (cle Gefti<; Langobardorum, 1. 1.

c. 4. p. 745, 746. edit. Grot.), who lived cowards the end of the

eighth century, has placed in a cavern under a rock, on the (hore of

the ocean, the Seven Sleepeis of the North, whofe long rtpofe v.-as

refpefted by the Barbarians. Their drefs declared them to be Ro-
mans ; and the deacon conjeflures, that they were refeived by Pro-

vidence as the future apoftles of thofe unbelieving countries.

D 2 who
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^"„^-f • who flill retained a lively and recent impreflion

of the oldy his furprife and his reflexions would

furnifli the pleafing fubjeft of a philofophical

romance. The fcene could not be more ad-

vantageonfly placed, than in the two centuries

v/hich elapfed between the reigns of Decius and

of Theodofius the Younger. During this pe-

riod, the feat of government had been tranf-

ported from Rome to a new city on the banks of

the Thracian Bofphorus 5 and the abufe of mili-

tary fpirit had been fupprefled, by an artificial

fyilem of tame and ceremonious fervitude. The
throne of the perfecuting Decius was filled by a

fuccelTion of Chriflian and orthodox princes, who
had extirpated the fabulous gods of antiquity

:

and the public devotion of the age was impatient

to exalt the faints and martyrs of the Catholic

church, on the altars of Diana and Hercules.

The union of the.Roman empire was dilTolved :

its genius was humbled in the dull; and armies

of unknown Barbarians, ifluing from the frozen

regions of the North, had eilablifhed their vic-

torious reign over the fairefl provinces of Europe

and Africa.



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 37

CHAP, xxxiy.

the CharoMeVi Conquefis^ and Court of^ AttiUy King

of the Hurts.— Death- of 'Theodofiusthe Tonnger.

—Elevation of Marcian to. the Empire of the

Eafl.

TH E weftern world was oppiTiTcd by the c i\ a p,

Goths and Vandals, who fled before the / 1,

Huns; but the atchievements of the Huns them- TheHuns,

<-

,

, . ,
A. D.

lelves were not adequate to their power and pro- 576-433-

fperity. Their victorious hords had fpread from

the Volga to the Danube ; but the public force

was exhaufted by the difcord of independent chief-
A. it . ,

[^ ^

tains j jihcir valour was idly confumcd in obfcure

and predatory e^vcurfions^ and they often de-

graded their national dignity by condefcending,

for the hopes of fpoil, to eniiil under the ban-

ners of .their fugitive enemies. In the reign of

Attila % the Huns .again became the terror of

I The authentic materials For tlie hiflory of Attila may be found

in Jornandes ,(de Rebus Geticis, c. 34— 50. p. 66o~688. edit.

iGrot.) and Prifcus (Excerpta de Legationibus, p. 33— 76. Paris,

1648.). Iliave not feen the lives of Attila, compofed by Juvencviii

Cselius Calanus Dalmatinus, in the twelfth century, or by Nicholas

Olahus, archbiftiopof'Gran, in the fi:cteenth. Sec Mafcou's Hiitory

of the Germans, ix. 23. and MafFei Offerva7ioni Litterarie, tom. i.

p. 88, 89. Whatever tlie modern Hungarians have added, muft be

fabulous ; and they do not fccm to have excelled in the art of fiflion.

They fuppofe, that when Attiia invaded Gaul and Italy, married

innumerable wives, &C. he was one hundred and twenty years of

age. Thwrocz Chron. p. i. c. 22, in Script. Hungar. tom. i.

jp. 7.C.

D3 th^
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^5^.5** ^^^ world J and I fhali now defcribe the chara6ler

\^ -y -» and actions of that formidable Barbarian ; who
alternately infulted and invaded the Eaft and the

Weft, and urged the rapid downfal of the Ro-
man empire.

Theirefta- In the tide of emigration, which impetuoufly

in modern rolled frooi the confines of China to thofe of
Hungary. Germany, the moft pov/erful and populous tribes

may commonly be found on the verge of the

Roman provinces. The accumulated weight was

fuftained for a while by artificial barriers ; and

the eafy condefcenfion of the emperors invited,

without fadsfying, the infolent demands of the

Barbarians, who had acquired an eager appetite

for the luxuries of civilized life. The Hunga-

rians, who ambitioufly infert the name of Attila

among their native kings, may affirm with truth,

that the herds, which were fubjefb to his uncle

Roas, or Rugilas, had formed their encampments

within the limits of modern Hungary *, in a fer-

tile country, which liberally fupplied the wants

of a nation of hunters and Ihepherds. In this

advantageous fituation, Rugilas, and his valiant

brothers, who continually added to their power

and reputation, commanded the alternative of

* Hungary has been fucceflively occupied by three Scythian colo-

nies. I . The Huns of Attila ; 2. thp Abares, in the fixth century
;

and, 3. the Turks, or Magiars, A. D. 889.; the immediate and

genuine anceftors of the modern Hungarians, whofe connexion with

the two former is extremely faint apd remote. The Frodromut and

* tJotitla of Matthew Belius, appear to contain a rich fupd of informa-

tion concerning ancient and modern Hungary. \ have feen the

pxtrafts in Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne, tom. xxii. p. i—51.

an.4 Bibliotheque Raifonnee, tom, xvi. p. 127— 175.

peace
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peace or war with the two empires. His alliance ^^^^y^*

with the Romans of the Weft was cemented by

his perfonal friendship for the great jEtius ; who

was always fecure of finding, in the Barbarian

camp, a hofpitable reception, and a powerful

fupport. At his folicitation, and in the name of

John the ufiirper, fixty thoufand Huns advanced

to the confines of Italy j their march and their

retreat were alike expenfive to the ftate ; and the

grateful policy of ^Etius abandoned the pofTef-

fion of Pannonia to his faithful confederates.

The Romans of the Eaft were not lefs apprehen-

five of the arms of Rugilas, which threatened the

provinces, or even the capital. Some eccle-

fiaftical hiflorians have deftroyed the Barbarians

with lightning and peftilence
^

; but Theodofius

was reduced to the more humble expedient of

ftipulating an annual payment of three hundred

and fifty pounds of gold, and of difguifing this

difhonourable tribute by the title of general,

which the king of the Huns condefcended to ac-

cept. The public tranquillity was frequently

interrupted by the fierce impatience of the Bar-

barians, and the perfidious intrigues of the By-

zantine court. Four dependent nations, among
whom we may diftinguifli the Bavarians, dif-

claimed the fovereignty of the Huns ; and their

revolt was encouraged and protected by a Roman
alliance; till the juft claims, and formidable

i Socrates, I. vii. c. 43. Theodoret, 1. v. c. 36. Tillcmont,

who always depends on the faith of his ecclefiaftical authors, ftrenu-

oufly contends (Hift, des Enip. torn. vi. p. 136. 607.), that die wars

and perlbnagcs were not the lame.

D 4 power.
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%^J^ P- power, of Rugilas, were efFeftually urged by the

^L—,^^—1/ voice of Eflavv his ambaflador. Peace was the

unanimous willi of the fenate : their decree was

ratified by the emperors and two ambafladors

were named, Plinchas, a general of Scythian

extraftion, but of confular rank j and the qu£-
ftor Epigenes, a wife and experienced ftatefman,

who was recommended to that office by his am-
bitious colleague.

Reign of The death of Rugilas fufpended the progrefs

A. b. of the treaty. His two nephews, Attila and
433-453- Bleda, who fucceeded to the throne of their un-

cle, confented to a perfonal interview with the

ambafiadors of Conftantinople ; but as they

proudly refufed to difmount, the bufinefs v/as

tranfa6ted on horfeback, in a fpacious plain near

the city of Margus, in the Upper Msefia, The
kings of the Huns affumed the folid benefits, as

well as the vain honours, of the negociation.

They didated the conditions of peace, and each

condition was an infult on the majefty of the em-

pire. Befides the freedom of a fafe and plentiful

market on the banks of the Danube, they re-

quired that the annual contribution fhould be

augmented from three hundred and fifty, to fevea,

hundred, pounds of gold j that a fine, or ranfom,

of eight pieces of gold, fhould be paid for every

Roman captive, v/ho had efcaped from his Bar-

barian mafter j that the emperor fhould renounce

^11 treaties and engagements with the enemies of

the Huns ; and that all the fugitives, who had

^aken refuge in the court, or provinces, of Theo-

dofius,

t
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dofius, Ihould be delivered to the iuftice of their G H A P.
. . XXXIV

offended fovereign. Thisjuftice was rigo'roufly in- ._ ^

'

flifted on fome unfortunate youths of a royal race^

They were crucified on the territories of the em«
pire, by the command of Attila : and, as foon

as the king of the Huns had imprefled the Ro-
mans with the terror of his name, he indulged

them in a fliort and arbitrary refpite, whilft he

fubdued the rebellious or independent nations of

Scythia and Germany *.

Attila, the fon of Mundzuk, deduced his no- His figure

ble, perhaps his regal, defcent ' from the ancient raaerj

Huns, who had formerly contended with the

monarchs of China. His features, according to

the obfervation of a Gothic hiflorian, bore the

ftamp of his national origin ; and the portrait of
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a mo-
dern Calmuck^j a large head, a Iwarthy com-
plexion, fmall deep-feated eyes, a flat nofe, a few

hairs in the pLice of a beard, broad llioulders,

and a fhort fquare body, of nervous Hrength,

though of a difproportioned form. The haughty

ftep and demeanor of the king of the Huns ex-

prefied the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority above
the reft of mankind j and he had a cuflom of

4- See Prifcus, p. 47, 4S. and Hlft. des Peuples de TEurope, torn,

vli. c. xii, xiii, xiv, xv,

5 Prifcus, p. 39. Tiie modern Hungarians have deduced his

genealogy, which afcends, in the thirty-fifth degree, to Ham the fon

of Noah
; yet they ave ignorant of his father's real name (de Guignes,

Hill, dcs Huns, tom. ii. p. 297.).

6 Compare Jornandes (c. 35. p. 661.) with Buffon, Hift. Natu-
relle, tom. iii. p. 3S0. The former had a right to obfei-ve, originis

fu3c figiia reftituens. The charafter and portrait of Attila are pro-
l|)ably tranfcribcd from Caffiodorius,

fiercely



42 THE DECLINE AND FALL

XXXIV " ^^^^^^y rolling his eyes, as if he wifhed to enjoy

the terror which he infpired. Yet this favage

hero was not inacceflible to pity : his fuppliant

enemies might confide in the affurancc of peace

or pardon; and Attila was confidered by his fub-

jefts as a juft and indulgent mafter. He delight-

ed in war ; but, after he had afcended the throne

in a mature age, his head, rather than his

hand, atchieved the conqueft of the Norths and

the fame of an adventurous foldier was ufefully

exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsful

general. The effecfls of perfonal valour are fo

inconfiderable, except in poetry or romance, that

victory, even among Barbarians, muft depend

on the degree of llcill, with which the paffions

of the multitude are combined and guided for

the fervice of a fingle man. The Scythian con-

querors, Attila and Zingis, furpaffed their rude

countrymen in art, rather than in courage; and

it may be obferved, that the monarchies, both of

the Huns, and of the Moguls, were ereded by

their founders on the bafis of popular fuperfti-

tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud

and credulity afcribed to the virgin-mother of

Zingis, raifed him above the level of human
nature ; and the naked prophet, who, in the name

of the Deity, inverted him with the empire of the

earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls with

irrefiftible enthufiafm '. The religious arts of

Attila

7 Abulpharag. Dynaft. verf. Pocock, p. iSi. Genealogical

Hiftory of the Tartars, by Abulghazi Bahader Khan, partiii. c. 15,

part iv. c. 3. Vie de Gengifcan, par Petit de la Croix, 1, i. c. i. 6.

Ths



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4j

Attila were not lefs ikilfully adapted to the cha- ^xxiv/
rafter of his age and country. It was natural '- ym »

enough, that the Scythians Ihould adore, with

peculiar devotion, the god of war j but as they

were incapable of forming either an abftrafl idea,

or a corporeal reprefentation, they worfhipped

their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron

cimeter *. One of the fhepherds of the Hunshedifco-

perceivcd, that a heifer, who was grazing, had iword of

wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly fol-
^^*'

lowed the track of the blood, till he difcovered,

among the long grafs, the point of an ancient

fwordj which he dug out of the ground, and

prefented to Attila. That magnanimous, or rather

that artful, prince accepted, with pious grati-

tude, this celellial favour; and, as the rightful

poflelTor of the /word of Mars, aflerted his divine

and indefeafible claim to the dominion of the

earth '. If the rites of Scythia were pradlifed on

this folemn occafion, a lofty altar, or rather pile

of faggots, three hundred yards in length and in

The relations of the miflionaries, who vifited Tartary in the thir-

teenth century (fee the feventh volume of the Hiftoire des Voyages^

exprefs the popular language and opinions; Zingis is ftyled the

Son of God, &c. Sec.

8 Nee templum spud eos vifitur, aut delubrum, ne tugurium qui-

dem culmo tcftum cerni ufquam poteftj fed gladiui Barbarico ritu

laimi figitur nudus, cumque ut Martem regionum quas circumcircant

prxfulem verecundius colunt. Ammian. Marceliin. xxxi. z. and

the learned Notes of Lindenbrogius and Valefius.

9 Prifcus relates this remarkable ftory, both in his own text

(p. (>$.), and in the quotation made by Jornandes (c. 35. p. 662.).

He might have explained the tradition, or fable, which charafterifed

this famous fword, and the name, as well as attributes, of the Scy-

thian deity, whom he has tranflatcd into the Mars of the Greeks and

Komans.

•\ breadth.
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c H A P. breadth, was raifed in a Ipacious plain j and the

fword of Mars was placed ered on the fummit
of this ruftic altar, which was annually confe-

crated by the blood of Iheep, horfes, and of the

hundredth captive '°. Whether human facrifices

formed any part of the worfhip of Attila, or

whether he propitiated the god of war with the

viflims which he continually offered in the field

of battle, the favourite of Mars fooq acquired a

facred characfler, which rendered his conquefts

more cafy^ and more permanent j and the Bar-

barian princes confeffed, in the language of de-

votion or flattery, that they could not prefume

to gaze, with a fteady eye, on the divine majefly

of the king of the Huns ". His brother Bleda,

who reigned over a confiderable part of the na-

tion, was compelled to refign his fceptre, and his

Jife. Yet even this cruel a£l v;as attributed to a

fupernatural impulfe j and the vigour with which

Attila wielded the fword of Mars, convinced the

world, that it had been referved alone for his in-

vincible arm '". But the extent of his empire

a|Fords the only remaining evidence of the num-

^° Herodot. l.iv. c. 6:. For the lake of oeconomy, I hijve cal-

culated by the fmallcft ftadium. In the human fecrifices, they cut

iofftbe flioulder and arm of the viclim, whurh the)^ threw" up into the

air, and drew omens and prelages from the manner of their falling

on the pile.

" Prifcus, p. 55. A more civilized hero, Auguftus himfelf,

jvas pkafed, if the perfon on vyhom he fixed his eyes feemed unable

to fiipport their divine luftre. Sueton. in Auguft. c- 79.

^* The count de Buat (Hiil. des Peuples de TEiirope, torn. vii.

p. 42S, 4.:9.) attempts to clear Attila from the murder of his bro-

ther; and is almoft inclined to rejefl the concurrent teftimony of

Jornandes, and the contemporary Chronicles.

her.
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ber, and importance, of his viclories ; and the
^xxxiX'

Scythian monarch, however ignorant of the value l—,r—

of fcience and philofophy, might, perhaps, la-

ment, that his illiterate fubjeds were deftitute of

the art which could perpetuate the memory of his

exploits.

If a line of feparation were drawn between the and ac-

civilized and the favage climates of .the globe j empire of

between the inhabitants of cities, who cultivated
^nd Ger-

the earth, and the hunters and fhepherds, who ™ny-

dwelt in tents, Attila might afp're to the titl^"!of

fupreme and fole monarch of the Barbarians '*.

He alone, among the conquerors of ancient and

modern times, united the two mighty kingdoms

of Germany and Scythia ; and thofe vague ap-

pellations, when they are applied to his reign,

may be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu-

ringia, which ftretched beyond its a6lual limits

as far as the Danube, was in the number of his

provinces : he interpofed, with the weight of a

powerful neighbour, in the domeftic affairs of

the Franks; and one of his lieutenants chaftifed,

and almoft exterminated, the Burgundians of the

Rhine. He fubdued the iflandsof the ocean, the

kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompalTed and di-

vided by the waters of the Baltic ; and the Huns
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern

region, which has been protefted from all other

'J FortiflTimarum gentium dominus, qui inaudita. ante fe potentiu,

foliis Scythica et Germanica rejna pofTedit. Joinande^, c. 4.9.

p. 6S4. Prilcus, p. 64, 65. M. de Guignes, by his knowkjge oi

ihe Cliinefe, has acquired (torn. ii. p. 395— 301.) an adecjuate idea

of the empire of Auilu.

conquer-
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CHAP, conquerors by the feverity of the climate, and the

courage of the natives. Towards the Eaft, it is

difficult to circumfcribe the dominion of Attila

over the Scythian deferts ; yet we may be aflur-

ed, that he reigned on the banks of the Volga;

that the king of the Huns was dreaded, not

only as a warrior, but as a magician **
; that he

infulted and vanquilhed the Khan of the formid-

able Geougen ; and that he fent ambalTadors to

negociate an equal alliance with the empire of

Chma. In the proud review of the nations who

acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and

who never entertained, during his lifetime, the

thought of a revolt, the Gepidas and the Oftro-

goths were diftinguifhed by their numbers, their

bravery, and the perfonal merit of their chiefs.

The renowned Ardaric, king of the Gepidas, was

the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo-
narch ; who efteemed his intrepid genius, whilft:

he loved the mild and difcreet virtues of the no-

ble Walamir, king of the Oftrogoths. The

crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of fo many

martial tribes, who ferved under the ftandard of

Attila, were ranged in the fubmifllve order of

guards and domeftics, round the perfon of their

mailer. They watched his nod ; they trembled

at his frown j and, at the firft fignal of his will,

•4 See Hlft. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 296. The Geougen believed,

that the Huns could excite at pleafure, ftorms of wind and rain,

This phaenomenon was produced by t!.c Itone Gtxi j to whole

magic power the lofs of a battle was afcribed by the Mahometan

Tartars of the fourteenth century. See Cherefeddin J\.li> HilL de

Timur Bee, torn. i. p. Sz, S3.

they
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they executed, without murmur or hefitation, chap.

his ftern and abfolute commands. In time of »_ -^-, j*

peace, the dependent princes, with their national

troops, attended the royal camp in regular fuc-

ceffion i but when Attila colledled his military

force, he was able to bring into the field an army

of five, or, according to another account, of

feven hundred thoufand Barbarians ".

The ambafladors of the Huns might awaken The Huns

the attention of Theodofius, by reminding him, Perfia,

that they were his neighbours both in Europe and ,^lJ^o,

Afia; fince they touched the Danube on one

hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the

Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a

band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro-

vinces of the Eaftj from whence they brought

away rich fpoils and innumerable captives '*.

«J Jornandes, c. 35. p. 661. c. 37. p. 667. See Tillemont, Hift.

dcs Empereurs, torn. vi. p. 129. 138. Corneille has reprefented the

pride of Attila to his fubjeft kings j and his tragedy opens with

thefe two ridiculous lines :

lis ne font pas venus, nos deux rois ! qu'on leur die

Qu'ils fe font trop attendre, et qu'Attila s'ennuie.

•The two kings of the Gepidae and the Oltrogoths are profound pollr

ticians and fentimental lovers ; and the whole piece exhibits the de-

fefts, without the genius, of the poet.

•6 ~ alii per Cafpia clauftra

Armeniafque nives, inopino tramite dufti

Invadunt Orientis opes: jam pafcua fumant

Cappadocum, volucrumque parens Argaeus equoruin.

Jam rubet altus Halys, nee fe defendit iniquo

Monte Cilix ; Syrias traclus vaftantur amseni
j

Afluetumque choris et Iseta plebe canorum

Preterit imbellem fonipcs hoftilis Orontem.

Claudian, in Rufin. 1.11.28—35.

See, likewife, in Eutrop. 1. i. 24.3—251. and the ftrong defcription

of Jerom, who wrote from his feelings, torn. i. p. 26. ad Heliodor.

p. 200. ad Ocean. Pliiloftoigius (1. '\x, c. S.) mentions this irrup-

tion.

They
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^v^xT* They advanced, by a fecret path, along the (hores

of the Cafpian fea ; traverfed the fnowy moun-

tains of /Armenia j pafled the Tigris, the Euphra-

tes, and the Halys j recruited their weary cavalry

with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes^

occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, and dif-*

turbed the feflal fongs, and dances, of the citizens

of Antioch. Egypt trembled at their approach 5

and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land

prepared to efcapc their fury by a fpeedy embark-

ation. The memory of this invafion was Hill

recent in the minds of the Orientals. The fub-

je(!ts of Attila might execute, with fuperior forces,

the defign which thefe adventurers had fo boldly

attempted i and it foon became the fubjed of

anxious conjefture, whether the tempefl would

fall on the dominions of Rome, or of Perfia.

Some of the great vaffals of the king of the Huns,

who were themfelves in the rank of powerful

princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and

fociety of arms with the emperor, or rather with

the general, of the V/eft. They related, during

their refidence at Rome, the circumftances of an

expedition, which they had lately made into the

Eaft. After pafling a defert and a morafs, fup-

pofed by the Romans to be the lake Mceotis,

they penetrated through the mountains, and ar-

rived, at the end of fifteen days march, on the

confines of Media; where they advanced as far as

the unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They

encountered the Perfian army in the plains of

Media j and the air, according to their own ex-

preflion.
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: H A p.
XXXIV.preffion, was darkened by a cloud of aiTows. But ^ h a p

the Huns were obliged to retire, before the num-

bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was

effected by a different road j they loft the grear-

eft part of their booty i and at length returned

to the royal camp, with fome knowledge of the

country, and an impatient defire of revenge.

In the free converfation of the Imperial ambaf-

fadors, who difcuffed, at the court of Attila, the

character and defigns of their formidable enemy,

the minifters of Conftantinople exprelTed their

hope^ that his ftrength might be diverted and

employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the

princes of the houfe of SafTan. The more faga-

cious Italians admonifhed their Eaftern brethren

of the folly and danger of fuch a hope ; and

convinced them, that the Medes and Perfians

were incapable of refilling the arms of the Hunss

and, that the eafy and important acquifition would

exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con-

queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a

moderate contribution, and a military title, which

equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius,

Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful

and intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate

and captive Romans, who would then be en-

compailed, on all fides, by the empire of the

Huns '^

While the powers of Europe and Afia were They af-

folicitous to avert the impending danger, the EafteJr

alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the ^"'Pi'^'
A.D.44Z,
&c.

•7 Sec the original converfiAtion in Piifcus, p. 64, 65.

VoL.VT. E pofTemon
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CHAP. nolTcirion of Africa. An enterprife had been
xxxiv. ^

K
^

"^ 'j concerted between the courts of Ravenna and

Conftantinople, for the recovery of that valuable

province ; and the ports of Sicily were already

filled with the military and naval forces of Theo-

dofius. But the fubtle Genferic, who fpread his

negociations round the world, prevented their

defigns, by exciting the king of the Huns to

invade the Eaftern empire j and a trifling inci-

dent foon became the motive, or pretence, of a

deftrudive war **. Under the faith of the treaty

of Margus, a free market was held on the north-

ern fide of the Danube, which was protetfled

by a Roman fortrefs, furnamcd Conilantia. A
troop of Barbarians violated the commercial fe-

curity : killed, or difperfed, the unfufpecling

traders i and levelled the fortrefs with the ground.

The Huns juftificd this outrage as an aft of re-

prifal J alleged, that tlie bifhop of Margus had

entered their territories, to difcover and (leal a

fecret treafure of their kings ; and flernly de-

manded the guilty prelate, the facrilegious fpoil,

and the fugitive fubjeds, who had efcaped from

the juftice of Attila. The refufal of the Byzan-

'^ Prifcus, p. 351. His hiftory contained a copious and elegant

account of the war (Evagrius, 1. i. c. 17.) ; but the extra6ls which

relate to the embalTies are the only parts that have reached our times.

The original work was acceffible, however, to the writers, from

whom we borrow our imperfeft knowledge, Jornandes, Theophanes,

Count Marcellinus, Profper-Tyro, and the author of the Alexan-

drian, or Pafchal, Chronicle. M. de Buat (Hift. des Peuples dc

TEurope, torn. vii. c. xt.) has examined the caufe, the circum-

ftances, and the duration, of this war; and will not allow it to

extend bejond the year four hundred and forty-four.

tine
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tine court was the fignal of war; and the Mae- ^^xiv'
Cans at firft applauded the generous firmnefs of

their fovereign. But they were foon intimidated

by the deftruftion of Viminiacum and the adja-

cent towns i and the people was perfuaded tq

adopt the convenient nnaxim, that a private citi-

zen, however innocent or refpectable, may be

JLiftly facrificed to the fafety of his country. The

bifliop of Margus, who did not poffefs the fpirit

of a martyr, refolved to prevent the defigns which

he fufpefted. He boldly treated with the princes

of the Huns; fecured, by folemn oaths, his par-

don and reward i polled a numerous detachment

of Barbarians, in filent ambufh, on the banks of

the Danube j and, at the appointed hour, opened,

with his own hand, the gates of his epifcopal

city. This advantage, which had been obtained

by treachery, ferved as a prelude to more ho-

nourable and decifive vidlories. The Illyriaa

frontier was covered by a line of caftles and for-

trefles; and though the greateit part of them

confifted only of a fingle tower, with a fmall gar-

rifon, they were commonly fufEcient to repel, or

to intercept, the inroads of an enemy, who was

ignorant of the art, and im.patient of the delay,

of a regular fiege. But thefe flight obftacles

were inftantly fwept away by the inundation of

the Huns ''. They dedroyed, with fire and

fword, the populous cities of Sirmium and Singi-

'9 Procopiiis, de Edificiis, 1. iv. c.'^. Thefe fortreffes were

afterwards reftored, ftrchgthened, and enlarged by tlie emperor Juf-

tinian ; but they were foon deitroyed by the Abares, who fuccecded

to the power and poffcflions of the Huns,

F. 2 dunum,
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CHAP, dunum, of Ratiaria and Marcianapolis, of Na-
' ^ ' ifTus and Sardicaj where every circumllance, in

the difcipline of the people, and the conftruftion

of the buildings, had been gradually adapted to

and ra- {j^q fole purpofe of defence. The whole breadth
vage Eu- .

rope as far of EuTope, as It cxtcnds abovc five hundred

ftantinople.
"^^^^s from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at

once invaded, and occupied, and defolated, by

the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into

the field. The public danger and diftrefs could

not, however, provoke Theodofius to interrupt

his amufements and devotion, or to appear in

perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But

the troops, which had been fent againft Genferic,

were haftily recalled from Sicily j the garrifons,

on the fide of Perfia, were exhaufted -, and a

military force was colletled in Europe, formid-

able by their arms and numbers, if the generals

had underftood the fcience of command, and

their foldiers the duty of obedience. The ar-

mies of the Eaftern empire were vanquiflied in

three fuccefiive engagements j and the progrefs

of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle.

The two former, on the banks of the Utus, and

I nder the walls of Marcianapolis, were fought

in the extenfive plains between the Danube and

Mount Ha^mus. As the Romans were prelTed

by a vitflorious enemy, they gradually, and un-

ikilfully, retired towards the Cherfonefus of

Thrace; and that narrow peninfula, the laft ex-

tremity of the land, was marked by their third,

and irreparable, defeat. By the deftruftion of

this
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this army, Attila acquired the indifputable pof- chap.

fefilon of the field. From the Hellefpont to v ^^__1,

ThermopylJE, and the fuburbs of Conftantinople,

he ravaged, without refiftance, and without

mercy, the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia.

Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, ef-

cape this dreadful irruption of the Hunsj but

the words, the mod expreflive of total extirpa-

tion and erafure, are applied to the calamities

which they inflifted on feventy cities of the Eaf-

tern empire". Theodofius, his court, and the

unwarlike people, were prorefled by the walls of

Conftantinople i but thofe walls had been fhaken

by a recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty-eight

towers had opened a large and tremendous breach.

The damage indeed was fpeedily repaired j but

.this accident was aggravated by a fuperftitious

fear, that Heaven itfelf had delivered the Impe-

rial city to the fliepherds of Scythia, who were

ftrangers to the laws, the language, and the reli-

gion, of the Romans "'.

In all their invafions of the civilized empires The Scy-

of the South, the Scythian fhcpherds have been J'^"'
°^

•' ^ 1 aitai-,

uniformly acfluated by a favage and deflrudive ^'•'^^"^^

jpirit. The laws of war, that reftrain the exer-

io Sepluaginta civitates (fays Profper-Tyro) deprssdatione vafta-

tJE. The language of count Marcellinus is itill more forcible.

Pene totana Europam, invafis cxcijifpie civitatibus atque caftellis

t'.nrafit.

*' Tillemont (Hift. des Emperenrs, torn. vi. p. io6, 107.) has
paid great attention to this memorable earthquake; which was felt

as far from Conftantinople as Antioch and Alexandria, and is

• ek-brated by all the eccleliaiUcal writers. In the hands of a popu-
lar preacher, an earthquake is an engine of admirable eifed.

E 3 cife
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^xxiv**
^^^^ °^ national rapine and murder, are founded

w—v««w^ on two principles of fubftantial intereft ; the

knowledge of the pernnanent benefits which may-

be obtained by a moderate ufe of conqueft j and

a j Lift apprchenfion, left the defolation which we
infli<5t on the enemy's country, may be retaliated

on our own. But thefe confiderations of hope

and fear are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate

of nations. The Huns of Attila may, without

injuftice, be compared to the Moguls and Tar-

tars, before their primitive manners were changed

by religion and luxury 3 and the evidence of

Oriental hiftory may refled fome light on the

{hon and imperfe(5l annals of Rome. After the

Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of

China, it was ferioufly propofed, not in the hour

of viclory and paOlon, but in calm deliberate

council, to exterminate all the inhabitants of that

populous country, that the vacant land might be

converted to the pafture of cattle. The firmnefs

of a Chinefe mandarin ", who infinuated fome

principles of rational policy into the mind of

Zingis, diverted him from the execution of this

horrid defign. But in the cities of Afia, which

yielded to the Moguls, the inhuman abufe of

the rights of war was excrcifed, with a regular

*^ He reprefented, to the empei-or of the Moguls, that the four

provinces (Petcheli, Chantorg, Chanfi, and Leaotong) which he

already pcfleffcd, might annually pioJuce, under a miid adminiftra-

tion, 500,000 ounces of filver, 400,000 meafures of rice, and

8co,ooo pieces of filk. Gaubil. Hift. de la Dynaftie des Mongous,

p. 58, 59. Yelutchoufay (fiich was the name of the mandarin) Wjis

a wife and virtuous minifter, who faved his ccuntry, and civilizecj

the conquerors. Sec p. loz, 105.

form
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orm of difcipline, which may, with equal rer.fon,
^^xiUv'

though no: with equal authority, be imputed to

the vidlorious Huns. The inhabitants, who had

fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to

evacuate their houfes, and to aflemble in fome

plain adjacent to the city; where a divifion was

made of the vanquifhed into three parts. The

firll clafs confifted of the foldiers of the garrifon,

and of the yonng men capable of bearing arms j

and their fate was inltantly decided : they were

either inlifted among the Moguls, or they were

maflacred on the fpot by the troops, who, with

pointed fpears and bended bows, had formed a

circle round the captive multitude. The fecond

clafs, compofed of the young and beautiful wo-

men, of the artificers of every rank and profef-

fion, and of the more wealthy or honourable

citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be

expefted, was diftributed in equal or proportion-

able lots. The remainder, whofe life or death

was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per-

mitted to return to the city ; which, in the m-^an

while, had been dripped of its valuable furniture;

and a tax was impofcd on thofe wretched inha-

bitants for the indulgence of breathing their na-

tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls,

when they were not confcious of any extraordinary

rigour *\ But the moft cafual provocation, the

flighted motive, of caprice or convenience, of-

ten provoked them to involve a whole people in

*J Particular inftances would be endlefs ; but the curious reader

may conrult the life of Gengifcan, by Petit de la Croix, the Ki(toire

des Mongous, and the fifteenth book of the Hiftory of the Huns.

E 4 an
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^xxiv
' ^" indifcriminate maffacre : and the ruin of fome

s——V—' flourifhing cities was executed with fuch unrelent-

ing perfeverance, that, according to their own

expreflion, horfes might run, without ftumbling,

over the ground where they had once flood.

The three great capitals of Khorafan, Maru,

Neifabour, and Herat, were deftroyed by the

armies of Zingis ; and the exaft account, which

v/as taken of the flain, amounted to four millions

three hundred and forty-feven thoufand perfons ''*.

Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a lefs

barbarous age j and in the profefllon of the Ma-
hometan religion : yet, if Attila equalled the

hoftile ravages of Tamerlane ""% either the Tartar

or the Hun might deferve the epithet of the

Scourge or God ''^

a4~At Maru, 1,300,000; at Ferat, 1,600,000; at Neifabour,

1,747,000. D'Heibelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 380, 381. I

Tjfe the orthography of d'Anville's maps. It muft however be allow-

ed, that the Perfians were difpofed to exaggerate their lofles, and the

Moguls, to magnify their exploits.

*5 Cherefeddin Ali, his fervile panegyiift, would afford us many
horrid examples. In his camp before Delhi, Timur maflacred

100,000 Indian prifoners, who had fmi'ed when the army of their

countrymen appeared in fight (Hi!l. de Timyr Bee, torn. iii. p. 90.).

The people of Ifpahan fupplied 70,000 human fculls for the ftruclure

of feveral lofty towers (Id. tcm. i. p. 434.). A fimilar tax was

levied on the revolt of Bagdad (tom. iii. p. 370.) ; and the exact

account, which Cherefeddn was not able to procure from the proper

officers, is ftated by another hiil^orian (Ahmed Arabfiada, tom. ii.

p. 175. verf. Manger) at 90,000 heads.

"<j The ancients, Jornandes, Pi ileus, &c. are ignorant of this

epitliet. The modern Hungarians have imagined, that it was ap-

plied, by a hermit of Gaul, to Attila, who was pleafed to infert it

among the titles of his roya! dignity. Mafcou, ix. 23. and TiL-

jemont, Hift. des Empereuis, tom. vi. p. 143.

It
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It may be affirmed, with bolder aflTurance, that
^Jxi-vT'

the ?Iuns depopulated the provinces of the em- ._ ^ - j

pire, by the number of Roman fubjefts whom
f^T^^.^^^.

they led away into captivity. In the hands of a tives.

wife legidator, fuch an induftrious colony might

have contributed to diffufe, through the deferts

of Scythia, the rudiments of the ufeful and or-

namental arts ; but thefe captives, who had been

taken in war, were accidentally difperfed among

the hords, that obeyed the empire, of Attila.

The eftimate of their refpeclive value was form-

ed by the fimple judgment of unenlightened,

and unprejudiced. Barbarians. Perhaps they

might not underftand the merit of a theologian,

profoundly (killed in the controverfies of the

Trinity and the Incarnation : yet they refpeifled

the minifters of every religion ; and the adlive

zeal of the Chriftian mifllonaries, without ap-

proaching the perfon, or the palace, of the mo-
narch, fuccefsfully laboured in the propagation

of the gofpel ''^ The paftoral tribes, who were

ignorant of the diftindion of landed property,

mud have difregardcd the ufe, as well as the

abufe, of civil jurifprudence j and the flcill of

an eloquent lawyer could excite only their con-

tempt, or their abhorrence "~\ The perpetual

inter-

*7 ThemilTioiwries of St. Chryfoftom had converted great numbers
of the Scythians, who ilwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and wag-
gons. Theodoret, 1. v. c. 31. Fhotius, p. 1517. The Maho-
metans, the Neftorians, and the Latin Chriftians, thought themfelves

fecure of gaining the fons and grandlbn;> of Zingis, who treated the
rival mifl'innaries with impartial favour.

^8 The Germans, who exterminated Varus and his legions, had
teen p-irticularly offended with the I^oraan laws and lawyers. One

of
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CHAP, intercourfe of the Huns and the Goths had com-

naunicated the familiar knowledge of the two
national dialefls ; and the Barbarians were ambi-

tious of converfing in Latin, the military idiom,

even of the Eaftern empire *^ But they difdain-

ed the language, and the fciences, of the Greeks;

and the vain fophift, or grave philofopher, who
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools,

was mortified to find, that his robufl fervant was

a captive of more value and importance than

himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged and

efleemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of

the Huns. An archited, in the fervice of One-

gefius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em-

ployed to confirufl a bath; but this work was a

rare example of private luxury j and the trades

of the fmith, the carpenter, the armourer, were

much more adapted to fupply a wandering people

with the ufeful inftruments of peace and war.

But the merit of the phyfician was received with

univerfal favour and refpeft j the Barbarians,

who defpifed death, might be apprehenfive of

difeafe ; and the haughty conqueror trembled in

the prefcnce of a captive, to whom he afcribed,

perhaps, an imaginary pov/er, of prolonging, or

of the Barbarians, after the efFeftxial precautions of cutting out the

tongue of an advocate, and fewing up his mouth, obferved, with

much fatisfaftion, that the viper could no longer hifs. Floras, iv.

12.

^9 Frlfcus, p. 59. It fnould feem, that the Huns preferred the

Gothic and Latin languages to their own 5 which was probably a

harfh and barren idiom.

preferving
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preferving, his life^". The Huns might be pro-
^Jvu-*'

voked to infult the mifery of their flaves, over

whom they exercifed a delpotic command^';

but their manners were not fufceptible of a refin-

ed fyftem of oppreffionj and the efforts of cou-

rage and diligence were often recompenfed by

the gift of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus, whofe

embaffy is a fource of curious inftruflion, was

accofted, in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger,

who faluted him in the Greek language, but

whofe drefs and figure difplayed the appearance

of a wealthy Scythian. In the fiege of Viminia-

cum, he had loft, according to his own account,

his fortune and liberty : he became the Have of

Onegefius j but his faithful ferviccs, againfl the

Romans and the Acatzires, had gradually raifcd

him to the rank of the native Huns ; to whom
he was attached by the domeftic pledges of a new

wife and feveral children. The fpoilsof war had

rellored and improved his private property ; he

was admitted to the table of his former lord-;

and the apoilate Greek blefled the hour of his

captivity, fince it had been the introduftion to

30 P?iilip de Comlnes, in his admirable picture of the laft mo-
ments of Lewis XI. (Memoires, 1. vi. c. 12.) reprefents the info-

lence of his phyfician, who, in five months, extorted 54,000 crowns,

and a rich bilhopric, from the ftern avaricious tyrant.

3' Piifcus (p. 61.) extols the equity of the Roman laws, which

protected the life of a flave. Occidere folent (fays Tacitus of the

Germans) non difclplina et feveritate, fed impetu et Ira, ut inimicum,

jiifi quod impune. De Moribus Germ. c. 25. The Heruli, who
were the fubjetSls of Attila, claimed, and exetcifed, the power of

Jife and death over their (laves. See a reniark.able inftance in the

fecond book of AgatHias.

an
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^ ^
^J' an happy and independent ftate j which he held

*—V—r" by the honourable tenure of military fervice.

This refledlion naturally produced a difpute on

the advantages, and dcfeds, of the Roman go-

vernment, which was feverely arraigned by the

apoftate, and defended by Prifcus in a prolix and

feeble declamation. The freedman of Onegefius

expofed, in true and lively colours, the vices of a

declining empire, of which he had fo long been

the vidim j the cruel abfurdity of the Roman
princes, unable to proted their fubjeds againfl:

the public enemy, unwilling to truft them with

arms for their own defence ; the intolerable

weight of taxes, rendered ftill more oppreffive by

the intricate or arbitrary modes of colleflion ;

the obfcurity of numerous and contradictory laws;

the tedious and expenfive forms of judicial pro-

ceedings ; the partial adminiftration of juftice;

and the univerfal corruption, which increafed the

influence of the rich, and aggravated the mis-

fortunes of the poor. A fcntimcnt of patriotic

fympathy was at length revived in the breaft of

the fortunate exile j and he lamented, with a flood

of tears, the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magif-

trates, who had perverted the wifeft and mod
falurary inflitutions

^',

Trfatyof The timid, or felfifh, policy of the weftern

C?n At- Romans had abandoned the Eaftern empire to the

ni-Handthe Huns ". The lofs of armies, and the want of
£altera

empire, jz See the whole converfation in Prifcus, p. 59— 62.

A.D.445.
jj Nova iteium Orient! aflurgit ruina . . . . quum nulla ab Oc-

ridentalibus ferrentur auxilia. Profper-Tyro coixipofed his Chio-

lucle in the Weft ; and his obfervation implies a cenfure.

difcipline^

9
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difcipline, or virtue, were not fupplled by the ^^^^J'
perfonal chara^fler of the monarch. Theodofiiis * ^—

'

might ftill affeft the ftyle, as well as the title, of

Invincible Auguftus -, but he was reduced to folicit

the clemency of Attila, who imperioufly diflated

thefe harfli and humiliating conditions of peace.

I. The emperor of the Eaft refigned, by an ex-

prefs or tacit convention, an extenfive and im-

portant territory, which ftretched along the

fouthern banks of the Danube, from Singidunum

or Belgrade, as far as Novai, in the diocefe of

Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague

computation of fifteen days journey ; but, from

the propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation of

the national market, it foon appeared, that he

comprehended the ruined city of Naiffus within

the limits of his dominions. II. The king of the

Huns required, and obtained, that his tribute or

fubfidy fhould be augmented from feven hundred

pounds of gold to the annual fum of two thou-

fand one hundred; and he flipulated the imme-

diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to

defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of

the war. One might imagine, that fuch a de-

mand, which fcarcely equalled the meafure of

private wealth, would have been readily difcharg-

ed by the opulent empire of the Eaftj and the

public diftrefs affords a remarkable proof of the

impoverifhed, or at lead of the diibrderly, (late

of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes,

extorted from the people, was detained and in-

tercepted in their paflage, through the foulell

channels.



62 THE DECLINE AND FALL
c K A P. channels, to the treafury of Conftantinople. The
XXXIV. ^

revenue was diflipated by Theodofius, and his

favourites, in wafteful and profufe luxury j which

was difguifed by the names of Imperial magni-

ficence, or Chriftian charity. The immediate

fupplies had been exhaufted by the unforefeen

neceffity of military preparations. A perfonal

contribution, rigoroufly, but capricioufly, im-

pofcd on the members of the fenatorian order,

was the only expedient that could difarm, with-

out lofs of time, the impatient avarice of At-

tila: and the poverty of the nobles compelled

them to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofing

to public auction the jewels of their wives, and

the hereditary ornaments of their palaces ^*.

III. The king of the Huns appears to have efla-

blifhed, as a principle of national jurifprudence,

that he could never lofe the property, which he

had once acquired, in the perfons, who had

yielded either a voluntary, or reludant, fubmif-

fion to his authority. From this principle he

concluded, and the conclufions of Attila were

irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had been

taken prifoncrs in war, fhould be releafed with-

out delay, and without ranfom ; that every Ro-

man captive, who had prefumed to efcape, {hould

purchafe his right to freedom at the price of

twelve pieces of gold; and that all the Barba-

34 According to the defcriptiorij or rather inveftlve, of Chryfof-

tom, an auftion of Byzantine luxury muft have been very produc-

tive. Every wealthy houfe pofleffed a femicircular table of mafTy

lilver, fuch as two men could fcarcely lift, a vafe of folid gold of the

weight of forty pounds, cups, difhes of the fame metal, &c.

rians.
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rians, who had deferted the ftandard of Attila,
^"xiv!*

ihoiild be reftored, without any promife, or fli- \ ^—

J

pulatlon, of pardon. In the execution of this

cruel and ignominious treaty, the Imperial offi-

cers were forced to maflacre feveral loyal ancj

noble defcrters, who refufed to devote themfelves

to certain death j and the Romans forfeited all

reafonable claims to the friendfliip of any Scy-

thian people, by this public confefiion, that they

were deftitute either of faith, or power, to prote6t

the fuppliants, who had embraced the throne of

Theodofius ".

The firmnefs of a fingle town, fo obfcure, Spirit of

that, except on this occafion, it has never been munhnes.

mentioned by any hiftorian or geographer, ex-

pofed the difgrace of the emperor and empire.

Azimus, or Azimuntium, a fmall city of Thrace

on the Illyrian borders ^^ had been diflinguilhed

by the martial fpirit of its youth, the fl:ili and

reputation of the leaders whom they had chofen,

and their daring exploits againft the innumerable

hoil of the Barbarians. Inftead of tamely ex-

3S The articles of the treaty, exprefled without much order or

preclfion, may be found in Prifcus (p. 34, 35, 36, 37. 53, &c.).

Count Marcellinus dil'pcnfes fome comfort, by obferving, ift, TJbat

Attila himfelf folicited the peace and prefents, which he had formerly

refufed; and, idly. Ttat, about the fame time, the ambafladors of

India prefented a fine large tame tyger to the tinperor Theodofius.

3'' Prifcus, p. 35, 36. Among the hundred and eighty-two forts,

or caftles, of Thrace, enumerated by Procopius (de Edificiis, 1. iv.

c. xl. torn. ii. p. 92. edit. Paris), there is one of the name of EJi-

mentou, whofe pofition Is doubtfully marked, In the neighbourhood

of Anchialus, and the Euxine Sea. The name and walls of Azi-

muntium might fubfill till the reign of Juftiniaa ; but the race of its

brave defenders had been cartfiilly extirpated by the jeaioufy of the

^oman princes.

pe6ling
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XXXIV*' P^*^'"& ^^^^^ approach, the Azimuntines attack-

s .y-^ ed, in frequent and fuccefsful Tallies, the troops

of the Huns, who gradually declined the danger-

ous neighbourhood j refcued from their hands the

fpoil and the captives, and recruited their domef-

tic force by the voluntary affociation of fugitives

and deferters. After the conclufion of the treaty,

Attila ftill menaced the empire with implacable

war, unlefs the Azimuntines were perfuaded, or

compelled, to comply with the conditions which

their fovereign had accepted. The minifters of

Theodofius confefled with fiiame, and with truth,

that they no longer poflefTed any authority over a

fociety of men, who fo bravely afferted their na-

tural independence ; and the king of the Huns
condefcended to negociate an equal exchange

with the citizens of Azimus. They demanded

the reftitution of fome fhepherds, who, with their

cattle, had been accidentally furprifed. A ftricV,

though fruitlefs inquiry, was allowed : but the

Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not

detain any prifoners belonging to the city, before

they could recover two furviving countrymen,

whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges

for the fafety of their loft companions, Attila,

on his fide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their

folemn afieveration, that the reft of the captives

had been put to the fword j and that it was their

conftant practice, immediately to difmifs the

Romans and the deferters, who had obtained the

fecurity of the public faith. This prudent and

officious diffimulation may be condemned, or

excufed, by the cafuifts, as they incline to the

rigid
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Hffid decree of St. Auoruftin, or to the milder chap.
o 3 XXXIV.

/entiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoilom : but u—v-—

•

every foldier, every ftatefman, muft acknowledge,

that, if the race of the Azimuntines had been

encouraged and multiplied, the Barbarians would

have ceafed to trample on the majefty of the

empire ".

It would have been flrange, indeed, if'Xheo- Embnf^es

dofius had purchafed, by the lofs of honour, a tuT'to

^'

iecure and folid tranquillity j or if his tamenefs
Conibmi^

•i J . . , nople.
had not invited the repetition of injuries. The
Byzantine court was infulted by five or fix fuc-

cefTive embaffies^'j and the minifters of Attila

were uniformly inflru(fl:ed to prefs the tardy or

imperfevfl: execution of the lafl: treaty; to produce
the names of fugitives and deferters, w-ho were
Hill protefted by the empire; and to declare,

with feeming inoderation, that unlefs their fove-

reign obtained complete and immediate fatis-

fadion, it would be impoiTible for him, were it

even his wifli, to check the refentm.ent of his war-
like tribes. Befides the motives of pride and
intereft, which might prompt the king of the
Huns to continue this tCain of negociation, he

;;J7 The peevidi difpute of St. Jerom and St. Auguftin, who la^

boiii-ed, by different expedients, to reconcile the feeming quaird of the
tvvo apoftles St. Peter and St, Paul, depends on the folution of an
itnportant queftion (Middleton's Works, vol. ii. p. 5— io.\ which
has b?en frequently agitated by Catholic and Proteftant divines, .-nd
even by lawyers ind philofophers of every ap-c.

3» Montefquieu (Confiderations ftir la Grandeur, Sec. c. xlx.)
ha^ delineated, with a bold and eafy pencil, fonie of the molt link-
ing circumltances of the p;ide of Attila, and the diigrace of the
K-omaiis. He defcrves the praife of having read the Frac'ments of
Prifcus, which have teen too much difregarded.

Vol. VI. F was
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'LJ^J'- was influenced by the lefs honourable view af

enriching his favourites at the expence of his ene-

mies. The Imperial treafury was exhaufted, to

procure the friendly offices of the ambafladors,

and their principal attendants, whofe favourable

report might conduce to the maintenance of

peace. The Barbarian monarch was flattered by

the liberal reception of his minifl:ersi he com-

puted with pleafure the value and fplendour of

their gifts, rigoroufly exacted the performance of

every promife, which would contribute to their

private emolument, and treated as an important

bufinefs of ftate, the marriage of his fecretary

Conftantius *^. That Gallic adventurer, who was

recommended by ^tius to the king of the Huns,

had engaged his fervice to the minifl;ers of Con-

ftantinople, for the fl:ipulated reward of a wealthy

and noble wife -, and the daughter of count Sa-

turninus was chofen to difcharge the obligations

of her country. The reludlance of the viflim,

fome domeftic troubles, and the unjuft confif-

cation of her fortune, cooled the ardour of her

interefted lover; but he [till demanded, in the

name of Attila, an equivalent alliance; and, after

many ambiguous delays and excufes, the Byzan-

tine court was compelled to facriflce to this info-

lent fl:ranger the widow of Armatius, whofe birth,

opulence, and beauty, placed her in the moft

59 See Piifcus, p. 69. 71, 72, ^c. I would fain believe, that this

adventurer was afterwards crucified by the order of Attila, on a fuf-

picion of treafonable practices : but Prlfcus (p. 57.) has too plainly

diftinguifiied two perlbns of the name of Conftantius, who, from

the fimilar events of their lives, might have been eafily confounded.

illuf-
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iliuftrious rank of the Roman matrons. For
^xxxiv*

thefe infiportunate and opprefTive embaflles, At-

tila clainned a fuitable return : he weighed, with

fufpicious pride, the charafler and ftation of the

Innperial envoys j but he condefcended to pro-

mife, that he would advance as far as Sardica, to

receive any miniflers who had been invefted with

the confular dignity. The council of Theodofius

eluded this propofal, by reprefenting the defolate

and ruined condition of Sardica ; and even ven-

tured to infinuate, that every officer of the army

or houfehold was qualified to treat with the mofl:

powerful princes of Scythia. Maximin **, a re-

fpeftable courtier, whofe abilities had been long

cxercifed in civil and military employments, ac-

cepted with reluflance the troublefome, and, per-

haps, dangerous commiflion, of reconciling the

angry fpirit of the king of the Huns. His friend,

the hiftorian Prifcus*', embraced the opportunity

of obferving the Barbarian hero in the peaceful

and domeftic fcenes of life : but the fecret of the

40 In the Perfian treaty concluded in the year 4.2a, the wife and
eloquent Maximin had been the afTefibr of Ardaburius (Socrates,

1. vii. c. 20.), When Marcian afcended the throne, the office of

Great Chamberlain was beftowed on Maximin, who is ranked, in a

public edift, among the four principal minifters of ftate (Novell, ad

Calc. Cod. Theod. p. 31.). He executed a civil and military com-

miflion in the E.<!l.ern provinces ; and his death was lamented by tha

favages of Ethiopia, whofe incurfions he had reprefled. See Prifcus,

p. 40, 41.

4' Prifcus was a native of Panium In Thrace, and deferved, by his

eloquence, an honourable place among the faphifts of the age. His
Byzanti»e hiftory, v/hich related to his own times, was comprifcd in

fcven books. See Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, torn. vi. p. 235, 236.

Notwitliftanding the charitable judgment of the critics, I fufpeft

that Prifcus was a Pagan.

F 2 embafly
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^xx:^v'
^'^"^^^%j ^ f^t^l ^"^ guilty Secret, was entrufled

i. -
^
—^ only to the interpreter Vigilius. The two laft

ambafladors of the Huns, Oreftes, a noble fub-

jeft of the Pannonlan province, and Edecon, a

valiant ckieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, re-

turned at the fame time from Conitantinople to

the royal camp. Their obfcure names were after-

wards illuftrated by the extraordinary fortune and

the contraft of their fons : the two fervants of

Attila became the fathers of the laft Roman em-
peror of the Weft, and of the firft Barbarian king

of Italy.

The em- xhe ambaffadors, who were followed by a nu-
haffv of . -

1 I r 11'
Maiimin mcrous train of men and horfes, made their firft

A.dTIIL ^^^^ ^^ Sardica, at the diftance of three hundred

and fifty miles, or thirteen days journey, from

Conftantinople. As the remains of Sardica were

ftill included within the limits of the empire, it

was incumbent on the Romans to exercife the

duties of hofpitality. They provided, with the

affiftance of the provincials, a fufficient number

of iheep and oxen -, and invited the Huns to a

fplendid, or at leaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the

harmony of the entertainment was foon difturbed

by mutual prejudice and indifcretion. The great-

nefs of the emperor and the empire was warmly

maintained by their minifters ; the Huns, with

equal ardour, aflerted the fuperiority of their

vidtorious monarch : the difpute was inflamed by

the rafti and unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, who
pafllonately reje6led the comparifon of a mere

mortal with the divine Theodofiusj and it was

with extreme difficulty that Maximin and Prifcus

were



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 69

were able to divert the converfation, or to foothe
^xxlv!*

the angry minds of the Barbarians. When they

rofe from table, the Imperial ambaffador pre-

fented Edecon and Oreftes with rich gifts of filk

robes and Indian pearls, which they thankfully

accepted. Yet Oreftes could not forbear infi-

nuating, that he had not always been treated with

fuch refpecT: and liberality : and the ofFenfive dif-

tindion, which was implied, between his civil

office and the hereditary rank of his colleague,

feems to have made Edecon a doubtful friend, and

Oreftes an irreconcileable enemy. After this

entertainment, they travelled about one hundred

miles from Sardica to Naifl'us. That flouriftiing

city, which had given birch to the great Conftan-

tine, was levelled with the ground : the inhabit-

ants were deftroyed, or difperfedj and the ap-

pearance of fome fickperfons, who were ftill per-

mitt-ed to exift among the ruins of the churches,

ferved only to increafe the horror of the profped.

The furface of the country was covered with the

bones of the flaini and the ambafladors, who

direcfled their courfe to the north-weft, were

obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia, be-

fore they defcended into the flat and marfhy

grounds, which are terminated by the Danube.

The Huns were mafters of the great river: their

navigation was performed in large canoes, hol-

lowed out of the trunk of a fingle tree; the mi-

nifters of Theodofius were fafely landed on the

oppofire bank ; and their Barbarian affbciates im-

mediately haftened to the camp of Attila, which

was equally prepared for the amufements of

F 3 hunt-
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CHAP, hunting, or of war. No fooner had Maximin
XXXIV. «='

., ^ ,

advanced about two miles from the Danube,

than he began to experience the faftidious info-

lence of the conqueror. He was fternly forbid

to pitch his tents in a pleafant valley, left he

fhould infringe the diftant awe that was due to

the royal manfion. The minifters of Attila preffed

him to communicate the bufinefs, and the inftruc-

tions, which he referved for the ear of their fovc-

reign. When Maximin temperately urged the

contrary praflice of nations, he was ftill more

confounded to find, that the refolutions of the

Sacred Confiftory, thofe fecrets (fays Prifcus)

which fhould not be revealed to the gods them-

felves, had been treacheroufly difclofed to the

public enemy. On his refufal to comply with

fuch ignominious terms, the Imperial envoy was

commanded inftantly to depart : the order was

recalled ; it was again repeated ; and the Huns

renewed their ineffeclual attempts to fubdue the

patient firmnefs of Maximin. At length, by the

jnterceffion of Scotta, the brother of Onegefius,

whofe friendihip had been purchafed by a liberal

gift, he was admitted to the royal prefence j but,

inftead of obtaining a decifive anfwer, he was

compelled to undertak;^ a remote journey to-

wards the North, that Attila might enjoy the

proud fatisfaclion of receiving, in the fame camp,

the ambafiadors of the Eaftern and Weftern em-

pires. His journey was regulated by the guides,

who obliged him to halt, to haften his march, or

to deviate from the common road, as it beft fuit-

ed

I
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cd the convenience of the King. The Romans
^.^xiv*'

who traverfed the plains of Hungary, fiippofe

that they pafled feveral navigable rivers, either

in canoes or portable boats j but there is rcafon

to fufpe<5l:, that the winding frream of the Teyfs,

or Tibifcus, might prefent itfelf in different

places, under different names. From the conti-

guous villages they received a plentiful and re-

gular fupply of provifions ; mead inflead of wine,

millet in the place of bread, and a certain liquor

named camus^ which, according to the report of

Prifcus, was diftilled from barley *'. Such fare

might appear coarfe and indelicate to men who
had taited the luxury of Conftantinople : but, in

their accidental diffrefs, they were relieved by

the gentlenefs and hofpitality of the fame Bar-

barians, fo terrible and fo mercilefs in war. The
ambalfadors had encamped on the edge of a large

morafs. A violent tempeft of wind and rain, of

thunder and lightning, overturned their tents,

immerfed their baggage and furniture in the

water, and fcattered their retinue, who wandered

in the darknefs of the night, uncertain of their

road, and apprehenfive of fome unknown danger,

till they awakened by their cries the inhabitants

of a neighbouring village, the property of the

4» The Huns themfelves flill continued to defpife the labours of

agriculture; they abufed the privilege of a viftorious nation j and

the Goths, their induftrious fubjefts who cultivated the earth, dread-

ed their neighbourhood, like that of fo mnny ravenous w -Ives (^Prif-

cus, p. 45.'), In the fame manner the Sarts and Tadgics provic"

for their own fubfiftence, and for that of the Ufbec Tartajs, i

lazy and rapacious fovcreigns. See Genealogical Hiftory or th

tars, p. 423. 455, &:c.

F4
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CHAP, -widow of Bleda. A bright illumination, and, in

v^ —y

—

i a few moments, a comfortable fire of reeds, was

kindled by their officious benevolence : the wants,

and even the defircs, of the Romans were libe-

rally fatisfied j and they feem to have been em-
barrafTed by the fingular politenefs of Bleda's

widow, who added to her other favours the gift,

or at lead the loan, of a fufficient number of

beautiful and obfequious damfels. The funfhine

of the fucceeding day was dedicated to repofe;

to collect and dry the baggage, and to the refrefh-

ment of the men and horfes : but, in the even-

ing, before they purfued their journey, the am-

baffadors exprefled their gratitude to the bounte-

ous lady of the village, by a very acceptable pre-

fent of filver cups, red fleeces, dried fruits, and

Lidian pepper. Soon after this adventure, they

rejoined the march of Attila, from whom they

had been feparated about fix days; and flowly

proceeded to the capital of an empire, which did

not contain, in the fpace of feveral thoufand

miles, a fingle city.

The royal As far as we may afcertain the vague and ob-

plia?e! fcure geography of Prifcus, this capital appears

to have been fcated between the Danube, the

Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the plains of

Upper Hungary, and mofl: probably in the neigh-

bourhood of Jazberin, Agria, or Tokay "^^ In

45 It is evident, that Piifcus paffed the Danube and the Teyfs,

and that he did not reach the foot of the Carpathian bills. Agria,

Tokay, and jazberin, are fituated in the plains ciicumfcribed by this

definition. M. de Buat (Hiftoire des Peuples, &c. torn. vii. p 4.61.)

has chofen Tokay; Otrokofci (p. 180. apud Mafcou, ix. 23.), a

learned Hungarian, has preferred Jazberin, a place about thirty-fix

jpiles wej];\vard of Buda and the Danube.
ir<?
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Its origin it could be no nnore than an accidental ^"^^

'

camp, which, by the long and frequent refidence

of Attila, had infenfibly fwelled into a huge vil-

iaf^e, for the reception of his court, of the troops

who followed his perfon, artd of the various hnul-

titude of idle or induftrious flaves and retainers'*'^*

The baths, conftrufled by Onegefius, were the

only edifice of ftone; the materials had been

tranfported from Pannonia ; and fince the adja-

cent country was deftitute even of large timber,

it may be prefumed, that the meaner habitations

of the royal village confifted of ftraw, of mud,

or of canvas. The wooden houfes of the more

illuftrious Huns, were built and adorned with

rude magnificence, according to the rank, the

fortune, or the tafte of the proprietors. They
feem to have been diftributed with fome degree

of order and fymmetryj and each fpot became

more honourable, as it approached the perfon of

the fovereign. The palace of Attila, which fur-

pafled all other houfes in his dominions, was built

entirely of wood, and covered an ample fpace of

ground. The outward enclofure was a lofty wall,

or pallifade, of fmooth fquare timber, interfered

with high towers, but intended rather for orna-

ment than defence. This wall, which feems to

++ The rojnl village of Attila may fee compared to the city of

Kuracorum, the refidence of the fucceffors of Zingis; which, though

it appears to have been a more ftabie habitation, did jiot equal the

fize or fpleiidor of the town and abbey of St. Denys; in the 131)1 cen-

tury ( fee Ruhruquis, in the Hiftoire Generale des Voyages, tom.vii.

p. 2i>6.). The camp of Aurengzebe, as it is To agreeably defcribed

by Bcrriicr (tom.ii. p. 217— 235. )j blended the mannprs ofScythia

with the magnificence and luxury of Hindoibn,
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^xxxiv'
^^^^ encircled the declivity of a hill, compre-
hended a great variety of wooden edifices, adapt-
ed to the ufes of royalty. A leparate houfe was

affigned to each of the numerous wives of Attila;

and, inftead of the rigid and illiberal confine-

ment impofed by Afiatic jealoufy, they politely

admitted the Roman ambafladors to their pre-

fence, their table, and even to the freedom of

an innocent embrace. When Maximin offered

his prefents to Cerca, the principal queen, he ad-'

mired the fingular architecture of her manlion,

the height of the round columns, the fize and

beauty of the wood, which was curioufly (haped

or turned^ or polifhed, or carved ; and his atten-

tive eye was able to difcover fome tafte in the

ornaments, and fome regularity in the propor-

tions. After pafling through the guards, who

watched before the gate, the ambaffadors were

introduced into the private apartment of Cerca.

The wife of Attiia received their vifit fitting, or

rather lying, on a foft couch j the floor was co-

vered wi:h a c^irpet j the domeflics formed a cir-

cle round the queen ; and her damfels, feated on

the ground, were employed in working the varie-

gated embroidery which adorned the drefs of the

Barbaric warriors, The Fluns were ambitious of

difplaying thofe riches which were the fruit and

evidence of their victories : the trappings of their

Jiorfes, their fwords, and even their fhoes, were

fludded with gold and precious ftones; and their

rabies were profufely fpread with plates, and gob-

lets, and vafes of gold and filver^ which had

bee:^
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been fafhioned by the labour of Grecian artlfts. ^"^y*
The monarch alone aflumed the fuperior pride <. -^

v
-'-*

of Hill adhering to the finnplicitry of his Scythian

anceflors **. The drefs of Attila, his arms, and

the furniture of his horfe, were plain, v/ithout

ornament, and of a fingle colour. The royal

table was ferved in wooden cups and platters j

flefh was his only food; and the conquerpr of the

North never tafted the luxury of bread.

When Attila firfl: gave audience to the Roman The beha-

ambaffadors on the banks of the Danube, his tent "^'""l' °/
' Attila to

was encompafled with a formidable guard. The the Roman

monarch himfelf was feated in a wooden chair, dors.

His ftern countenance, angry geftures, and im-

patient tone, aftoniilied the firmnefsof Maximin;

but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble, fince

he diftinftly underftood the menace, that if At-

tila did not refped the law of nations, he would

nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs, and leave

his body to the vultures. The Barbarian con-

defcended, by producing an accurate lift, to ex-

pofe the bold falfehood of Vigilius, who had

affirmed that no more than feventeen deferters

could be found. But he arrogantly declared,

that he apprehended only the difgrace of con-

tending with his fugitive flavesj fince he defpifed

their impotent efforts to defend the provinces

which Theodol1.us had entrufted to their arm.s

:

<5 When ':ha.Moguis fHfplayed the fpoils of Afia, in the diet of

Toncat, the throne of Zingis was ftill covered with the original

black, feit .per, on vvViicii he had been feated, when he was raifed

to the c lid of his war! jke countrymen. See Vie de Gengifcan,

1. iv. c
'

•

" Far



-jh THE DECLINE AND FALL

XXXIV
* " ^°^ ^^^^ fortrefs" (added Attila), « what

u. -v- ' " city, in the wide extent of the Roman empire,

*' can hope to exift, fecure and impregnable, if

*' it is our pleafure that it fliould be erazed from
<f the earth ?" He difmiffed, however, the in-

,
terpreter, who returned to Conftantinople with

his peremptory demand of more complete refti-

tution, and a more fplendid embafly. His an-j

ger gradually fubfided, and his domeftic fatis-

fadion, in a marriage which he celebrated on the

road with the daughter of Edam, might perhaps

contribute to mollify the native fiercenefs of his

temper. The entrance of Attila into the royal

village, was marked by a very fmgular ceremony.

A numerous troop of women came out to meet

their hero, and their king. They marched be-

fore him, diftributed into long and regular files :

the intervals between the files were filled by white

veils of thin linen, which the women on either

fide 'bore aloft in their hands, and which formed

a canopy for a chorus of young virgins, who

chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian lan-

suase. The wife of his favourite Oneo-efius,

with a train of female attendants, faluted Attila

at the door of her own houfe, on his way to the

palace i and offered, according to the cuftom of

the country, her rcfpeCtful homage, by intreating

him to tafte the v^^ine and meat, which ihe had

prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo-

narch had gracioufly accepted her hofuitable gift,

his domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a con-

venient height, as he fat on horfeback j and At-

tila,
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tila, when he had touched the ^oblet with his chap.
XXX Iv

lips, again faluted the wife of Onegefius, and CJ-v-^

continued his march. During his refidence at

the feat of empire, his hours were not wafted in

the reclufe idlenefs of a feraglio j and the king of

the Huns could maintain his fuperior dignity,

without concealing his perfon from the public

view. He frequently aflembled his council, and -

gave audience to the ambaffadors of the nations 5

and his people might appeal to the fupreme tri-

bunal, which he held at ftated times, and, ac-

cording to the eaftern cuftom, before the prin-

cipal gate of his wooden palace. The Romans,

both of the Eafl: and of the Weft, were twice in-

vited to the banquets, where Attila feafted with

the princes and nobles of Scythia. Maximin The royal

and his colleagues were ftopped on the threfliold,
^*''^^^*

till they had made a devout libation to the health

and profperity of the king of the Huns j and

were conduced, after this ceremony, to their

refpe^tive feats in a fpacious hall. The royal

table and couch, covered with carpets and fine

linen, was raifed by feveral fteps in the midft of

the hall; and a fon, an uncle, or perhaps a fa-

vourite king, were admitted to fhare the fimple

and homely repaft of Attila. Two lines of fmall

tables, each of which contained three' or four

guefts, were ranged in order on either hand; the

right was efteemed the moft honourable, but the

Romans ingenuoufly confefs, that they were

placed on the left ; and that Beric, an unknown
chieftain, moft probably of the Gothic race, pre-

ceded
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xxxi/' ^^^^^ '^^ reprefentatives of Theodofius and Va*
< ~y. 1^ lentinian. The Barbarian monarch received from

his cup-bearer a goblet filled with wine, and

-.courteoufly drank to the health of the moft diftin-j

guifhed gueft -, who rofe fronn his fear, and ex-'

prefled, in the fame manner, his loyal and re-

fpeftful vows. This ceremony was fucceflively
.]

performed for all, or at leaft for the illuftrious

perfons of the affembly j and a confiderable time

mufb have been confumedj fince it was thrice

repeated, as each courfe of fervice was placed on

the table. But the wine flill remained after the

meat had been removed -, and the Huns conti-

nued to indulge their intemperance long after the

fober and decent ambafladors of the two empires!

had withdrawn themfelves from the nocturnal

banquet. Yet before they retired, they enjoyed

a fingular opportunity of obferving the manners

of the nation in their convivial amufements. Two
Scythians flood before the couch of Attila, and

recited the verfcs which they had compofed, to

celebrate his valour and his vidlories. A pro-

found filence prevailed in the hall ; and the at-

tention of the guefts was captivated by the vocal

harmony, which revived and perpetuated the

memory of their own exploits : a martial ardour

flafhed from the eyes of the warriors, who were

impatient for battle ; and the tears of the old

men exprefled their generous dcfpair, that they

could no longer partake the danger and glory of

the field **. This entertainment, which might be ^

46 If we may believe Plutarch (in Demetilo, torn. v. p. 24.) it

was the cuftom of the Scythians, when they indulged in the pleafures

of the table, to awaken their languid courage by the martial harmony

oi twansing their bow-ftiings.

confi-
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confidcred as a fchool of military virtue, was ^^^^^'
fucceeded by a farce, that debafed the dignity of

human nature. A Moorifii and a Scythian buffoon

fuccefTively excited the mirth of the rude fpcc-

tators, by their deformed figure, ridiculous drefs,

antic geftures, abfurd fpecches, and the llrange

unintelligible confufion of the Latin, the Gothicj

and the Hunnic languages ; and the hall refound-

cd with loud and licentious peals of laughter.

In the midtl of this intemaperate riot, Attila alone,

without a change of countenance, maintained hix

fledfafi: and inflexible gravity ; which was never

relaxed, except on the entrance of Irnac, the

youngefl: of his fons : he embraced the boy with

a fmile of paternal tendernefs, gently pinched

him by the cheek, and betrayed a partial affec-

tion, which was juftified by the affurance of his

prophets, that Irnac would be the future fupporc

of his family and empire. Two days afterwards,

the ambaffadors received a fecond invitation j and

they had reafon to praife the politenefs, as well as

the hofpitality, of Attila. The king of the Huns

held a long and familiar converfation with Maxi-

min ; but his civility was interrupted by rude

cxpreffions, and haughty reproaches ; and he was

provoked, by a motive of intereft, to fupporC

with unbecoming zeal, the private claims of his

fecretary Conftantius, " The emperor" (faid

Attila) "has long promifed him a rich wife-

*' Conftantius muft: not be difappointed ; nor

'* fhould a Roman emperor deferve the name of

" liar/' On the third day, the ambadadors

were
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CHAP, vvere difmifled ; the freedom of feveral captives

^......^ypm^ was granted^ for a moderate ranfom, to their

prefTing entreaties j and, befides the royal pre-^

fents, they were permitted to accept from each

of the Scythian nobles, the honourable and ufeful

gift of a horfe. Maximin returned, by the fame

road, to Gonftantinople j and though he was in-

volved in an accidental difpute with Beric, the

new ambaffador of Attila, he flattered himfelf

that he had contributed, by the laborious journey,

to confirm the peace and alliance of the two na-

tions '^^

Confpira- But the Roman ambafiador was ignorant of the

Romans a- tteacherous dtfign, which had been concealed un-

Se^dfA?. der the mafk- of the public faith. The furprife and
t'ia. fatisfaftion of Edecon, when he contemplated the

fplendour of Conflantinople, had encouraged the

interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a fecrec

ir^terview with the eunuch Chryfaphius *^, who

governed the emperor and the empire. After

fome previous converfation, and a mutual oath

of fecrecy, the eunuch, who had not, froni his

47 The curious narrative of tli!s embaffy, which required few

o'ofervations, and was not fufceptible of any collateral evidence,

may be found in Prifcus, p. 49—70. But I have not confined my-

ieif to the fame order j and I had previoufly extrafted the hiftorica'i

circumftances, which were lefa Intimately connet'^ed with the journey,

and bufinefs, of the Roman ambafTadors.

43 M. de Tillemont has very properly given the fucceffion of

Chamberlains, who 'reigned in the ftame of Theodofius. Chiyfa-.

phius w^s the laft, and, according to the unanimous evidence of hif-

tory, the worft of thefe favourites (fee Hift. des Empereurs, torn. '

vi. p. 117— 119. Mem. Ecclef. tom. XV. p. 43S.). His partiality

for his godfather, the herefiarch Eutyches, engaged him to perfecirte

the orthodox paijty.

3 own
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own feelings or experience, imbibed any exalted
^xxiv*'

notions of minifterial virtue, ventured to propofe

the death of Attila, as an important fervicc, by

which Edecon might deferve a liberal fhare of the

wealth and luxury which he admired. The

ambaflador of the Huns liflened to the tempting

offer J and profeffed, with apparent zeal, his abi*

lity, as well as readinefs, to execute the bloody

deed : the defign was communicated to the maf-

ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius

confented to the affaffination of his invincible

enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de-

feated by the difllmulation, or the repentance, of

Edecon ; and, though he might exaggerate his

inward abhorrence for the trcafon, which he

feemed to approve, he dexteroufly afiumed the

merit of an early and voluntary confeflion. If

we now review the embafly of Maximin, and the

behaviour of Attila, we muft applaud the Bar-

barian, who refpecfted the laws of hofpitality, and

generoufly entertained and difmiffed the minifter

of a prince, who had confpired againft his life.

But the ralhnefsof Vigilius will appear ftill more

extraordinary, fince he returned, confcious of his

guilt and danger, to the royal camp i accom-

panied by his fon, and carrying with him a

weighty purfe of gold, which the favourite eu-

nuch had furnifhed, to fatisfy the demands of

Edecon, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards.

The interpreter was inftantly feized, and dragged

before the tribunal of Attila, where he aflerted

his innocence with fpecious firmnefs, till the

Vol. VI. G threat
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^.? ^ f • threat of inflifting inftant death on his fon, ex-
ixxiv. _ , . .

^—^
' torted from him a fincere difcovery of the crimi-

nal tranfaftion. Under the name of ranfom or

confifcation, the rapacious king cf the Huns
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life

of a traitor, whom he difdained to punifh. He
pointed his jufl: indignation againft a nobler ob-

iic icpri- jed. His ambalTadors Ellaw and Orefles were

foJdves"'^ immediately difpatched to Conftantinople, with a

rhe Empe- peremptory infl:ru(flion, which it was much fafer

for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly

entered the Imperial prefence, with the fatal purle

hanging down from the neck of Oreftes ; who
interrogated the eunuch Chryfaphius, as he ftood

befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi-

dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof was

referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague

Eflaw, who gravely addrefled the Emperor of the

Eaft in the following words : " Theodofius is the

** fon of an illuftrious and refpeftable parent

:

" Attila likewife is defcended from a noble race;

*^ and he has fupported, by his aflions, the dig-

" nity which he inherited from his father Mund-
" zuk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater-

*^ nal honours, and, by confenting to pay tribute,

*' has degraded himfelf to the condition of a

** flave. It is therefore ju ft, that he fhould reve-

" rence the man whom fortune and merit have

" placed above him j inftead of attempting, like

" a wicked flavcj clandeftinely to confpire againft

** his mafter." The fon of Arcadius, who was

accuftomed only to the voice of flattery, heard

with



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 83

witiv aftonifhment the fevere language of truth : ^^^p.
he blufhed and trembled j nor did he prefum^

dire(n;ly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which

Eflaw and Oreftes were inftruded to denaand.

A folemn embafly, armed with full powers and

magnificent gifts, was haftily fent to deprecate

the wrath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified

by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius, two

minifters of confular or patrician rank, of whom
the one was great treafurer, and the other was

itiafler-general of the armies of the Eaft. He
condefcended to meet thefe ambaiTadors on the

banks of the river Drenco; and though he at firft

afFefted a flcrn and haughty demeanor, his anger

was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence and

liberality. He condefcended to pardon the em-

peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound

himfelf by an oath to obferve the conditions of

peace j releafed a great number of captives

;

abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their

fate J and refigned a large territory to the fouth

of the Danube, which he had. already exhaufted

of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty

T/as purchafed at an ex'pence which might have

fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war j and the

fubjecls of Theodofius were compelled to redeem

the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by opprefllve

taxes, which they v/ould more cheerfully have

paid for his deftrudion "'.

The

49 This fecret confplracy, and its important confequences, may be

traced in the fragments of Piifcus, p. 37, 38, 39. 54. 70, 71, 72.

The chronology ofjthat hiftorian is not fixed by any precife date)

G a but
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CHAP.
XXXIV.

Theodo-
fius the

Younger
dies,

A.D.450.
July 23.

The emperor Theodofius did not long furvive

the mofl humiliating circumftance of an inglo-

rious life. As he was riding, or hunting, in the

neighbourhood of Conftantinople, he was thrown

from his horfe into the river Lycus : the fpine of

the back was injured by the fall ; and he expired

fome days afterwards, in the fiftieth year of his

age, and the forty-third of his reign '". His

filter Pulcheria, whofe authority had been con-

trouled both in civil and ecclefiaftical affairs by

the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was una-

nimoufly proclaimed Emprefs of the Eaft j and

the Romans, for the firil time, fubmitted to a

female reign. No fooner had Pulcheria afcended

the throne, than fhc indulged her own, and the

public refentment, by an a6l of popular juftice.

Without any legal trial, the eunuch Chryfaphius

was executed before the gates of the city -, and

the immenfe riches which had been accumulated

by the rapacious favourite, ferved only to haften

and to juftify his punilhment '". Amidft the

general acclamations of the clergy and people,

ihe emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dif-

advantage to which her fex was expofed j and Ihe

but the feries of negociations between Attila and the Eaftern empire

muft be included within the three or four years, which are terminat-

ed, A. D. 4.50, by the death of Theodofius.

5° Theodorus the Reader (fee Valef. Hift.Ecclef. tom.iii. p. 563. )j

and the Pafchal Chronicle, mention the fall, without fpecifying the

injury : but the confequence was fo likely to happen, and fo unlikely

to be invented, that we may fafely give credit to Nicephorus Cal-

liftus, a Greek of the fourteenth century.

S> Pulcheriae nutu (fays Count Marcellinus) fua cum avaritia in-

teremptus eft. She abandoned the eunuch to the pious revenge of »

fon, whofe father had fufFered at his inftigation,

7 wifely
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wifely refolved to prevent their murmurs by the chap.
' ' XXXIV.

choice of a colleague, who would always refpect i. .-^ . _f

the fuperior rank and virgin chaPiity of his wife.

She gave her hand to Marcian, a fenator, about andisfuc-

fixty years of age, and the nominal hufband of Marcian,

Pulcheria was folemnly invefted with the Imperial ^'^f- ^^'

purple. The zeal which he difplayed for the or-

thodox creed, as it was eftabliihed by the council

of Chalcedon, would alone have infpired the

grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the

behaviour of Marcian in a private life, and after-

wards on the throne, may fupport a more ratio-

nal belief, that he was qualified to reftore and

invigorate an empire, which had been almod

diflblved by the fucceffive weaknefs of two here-

ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and

educated to the profeffion of arms j but Marci-

an's youth had been feverely exercifed by poverty

and misfortune, fince his only refource, when he

firft arrived at Con(tantinople, confided in two

hundred pieces of gold, which he had borrowed

of a friend. He pafled nineteen years in the

domeftic and military fervice of Afpar, and his

fon Ardaburiusj followed thofc powerful generals

to the Perfian and African wars; and obtained,

by their influence, the honourable rank of tri-

bune and fenator. His mild difpofition, and

ufeful talents, without alarming the jealoufy, re-

commended Marcian to the efteem, and fivour,

of his patrons : he had feen, perhaps he had felt,

the abufcs of a venal and opprefTive adminiftra-

tion i and his own example gave weight and

G 3 energy
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^xxiav'
^"^''gy ^o tlie laws, which he promulgated for the

reformation of manners '^.

Si Procopius, de Bell. Vandal, 1. i. c. 4. Evagrius, 1. ii. c. i.

Theophanes, p. 90, 91. Novell, ad Calcem Cod. Theod. torn. vi.

p. 30. The praifcs which St, Leo, and the Catholics, have beftowed

on Marcian, are diligently tranfcribed by BaioniuSj as an encpu-»

ragement for future princes.
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CHAP. XXXV.

Jnvaf.on of Gaul hy Attila.—He is repulfed by jEtius

and the Vifigoths.— Attila invades and evacuates

Italy.—'The Deaths of Attila^ jEtius^ and Vahn-

tinian the Third.

T was the opinion of Marcian, that war fhould c H A P.

be avoided, as long as it is poflible to pre- .—,,—

^

ferve a fecure and honourable peace i but it was ^"l^^^ns

likewife his opinion, that peace cannot be ho- both em-

nourable or fecure, if the fovereign betrays a p"eparesto

pufiUanimous averfion to war. This temperate q^^^*^

courage diftated his reply to the demands of At- A. D. 4.50.

tila, who infolently prelTed the payment of the

annual tribute. The emperor fignified to the

Barbarians, that they mufl: no longer infult the

rnajefty of Rome, by the mention of a tribute

;

that he was difpofed to reward, with becoming

liberality, the faithful friendfliip of his allies j but

that, if they prefumed to violate the public peace,

they fliould feel that he poflefled troops, and

arms, and refolution, to repel their attacks. The
fame language, even in the camp of the Huns,

was ufed by his ambalTador Apollonius, whofe

bold refufal to deliver the prefents, till he had

been admitted to a perfonal interview, difplayed

a fenfe of dignity, an,d a contempt of danger,

which Attila was not prepared to expect from the

G 4 degenerate
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CHAP, degenerate Romans *. He threatened to chaftifc
XXXV.

the rarti fuccefibr of Theodofius ; but he hefitated,

whether he fhould firfl: direct his invincible arms

againft the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While

mankind awaited his decifion with awful fufpenfe,

he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra-

venna and Conftantinople j and his minifters

falutcd the two emperors with the fame haughty

declaration. " Attila, my lord, and thy lord,

" commands thee to provide a palace for his

*' immediate reception '." But as the Barbarian

defpifed, or affefted to defpife, the Romans of

the Eafl:, whom he had fo often vanquiftied, he

foon declared his refolution of fufpending the

eafy conquell, till he had atchieved a more glo-

rious and important enterprife. In the memo-

rable invafions of Gaul and Italy, the Huns were

naturally attracted by the wealth and fertility of

thofe provinces ; but the particular motives and

provocations of Attila, can only be explained by

the ftate of the Weftern empire under the reign

of Valentinian, or, to fpeak more corredlly, un-

der the adminiftration of iEtius ^.

After the death of his rival Boniface, iEtius

had prudently retired to the tents of the Huns j

Cliarac-

tcr and ad-

miniftra-

tion oiJE-
tius. ' SeePiifcns, p. 39. 72.

* The Alexandrian or Pafchal Chronicle, which introduces this

haughty niefiage, during the lifetime of Theodofius, may have anti-

cipated the date ; but the dull annalift was incapable of inventing the

original and genuine ftyle of Attila.

5 The fecond book of the Hiltoire Critique de rEtabliflement de

la Monarchic Fran(;oife, torn. i. p. 189—424., throws great lighten

tile ftate of Gaul, when it was invaded by Attila; but the ingeni-

ous author, the Abbe Dubos, too often bewilders himfelf in fyftem

and ccnjcflure,

and
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and he was indebted to their alliance for his fafety
^xjo^

'

and his reftoration. Inftead of the fuppliant Ian -—

»

guage of a guilty exile, he folicited his pardon ^.jjl^./^,

at the head of fixty thoufand Barbarians ; and the

emprefs Placidia confefTed, by a feeble refiftance,

that the condefcenfion, which might have been

afcribed to clemency, was the effect of weaknefs

or fear. She delivered herfelf, her fon Valentinian,

and the Weftern empire, into the hands of an

infolent fubjefl j nor could Placidia protect the

fon-in-law of Boniface, the virtuous and faithful

Sebaftian *, from the implacable perfecution,

which urged him from one kingdom to another,

till he miferably periih.ed in the fervice of the

Vandals, The fortunate i^tius, who was im-

mediately promoted to the rank of patrician, and

thrice invefted with the honours of the confulOiip,

affumed, with the title of mafter of the cavalry

and infantry, the whole m.ilitary power of the

ftate ; and he is fometimes llyled, by contempo-

rary writers, the Duke, or General, of the Ro-
mans of the Wefl:. His prudence, rather than

his virtue, engaged him to leave the grandfon of

Theodofius in the poffefllon of the purple j and

Valentinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and

4- Vi6loi- Vitenfis (de Perfecut. Vandal, 1. i. c. 6. p. 8. edit. Rul-

nart) calls him, acer confilio et ftrenuus in bello : but his courage,

when he became unfortunate, was cenfured as desperate raflinefs

;

and Sebaftian deferved, or obtained, the epithet of fraceps (Sidon,

Apollinar. Carmen, ix. i8i.). His adventures at Conftantinople,

in Sicily, Gaul, Spain, and Africa, are faintly marked in the Chro-

nicles of Marcellinus and Idatius. In his diftrefs he was always fol-

lowed by a numerous train ; fince he cowld ravage the Hellefpont

jtnd Propontis, and feize the city of Barcelona.

luxury
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CHAP, luxury of Italy, while the patrician appeared Xq

n_ \ \ the glorious light of a hero and a patriot, who

fupported near twenty years the ruins of the

Weftern empire. The Gothic hiftorian inge-

nuoufiy confefTes, that ^tius was born for the

falvation of the Roman republic '
j and the fol-

lowing portrait, though it is drawn in the fairell

colours, mull be allov/ed to contain a much larger

proportion of truth than of flattery. *' His mo-
*^ ther was a wealthy and noble Italian, and his

" father Gaudentius, who held a diftinguifhed

*' rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rofe

'^ from the ftation of a military domejtic, to the

" dignity of mafter of the cavalry. Their fon,

<* who was enrolled almofl: in his infancy in the

*' guards, was given as a hoftage, firfl to Alaric,

*' and afterwards to the Huns j and he fuccef-

** fively obtained the civil and military honours

*' of the palace, for which he was equally qua-
** lifted by fuperior merit. The graceful figure

<* of iEtius was not above the middle flaturej

^' but his manly limbs were admirably formed
** for Itrength, beauty, and agility j and he ex-

<* celled in the martial exercifes of managing a

" horfe, drawing the bow, and darting the jave-

<* lin. He could patiently endure the want of

'^ food or of ileep j and his mind and body were

" alike capable of the molt laborious efforts.

*^ He pofieffed the genuine courage, that can

" defpife not only dangers but injuries] and it

5 Reipublic.T Romanse fingul-.uiter natus, qui fupeibiam Suevo-

rum, Francciuir.que baibariem immenfis coeJibus fervire Imperla

5P.omano cocgiflet. Jornancles de Rebus Geticis, c. 34.. p. 660.

" was
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*f was impofllble either to corrupt, or deceive,
^^cxv^*

" or intimidate, the firm integrity of his foul ^."
' -, j

The Barbarians, who had feated themfelves in

the Weftern provinces, were infenfibly taught to

refped the faith and valour of the patrician JE^

tius. He foothed their pafiions, confuked their

prejudices, balanced their interefts, and checked

their ambition. A fcafonable treaty, which he

concluded with Genferic, protefted Italy from the

depredations of the Vandals ; the independent

Britons implored and acknowledged his falutary

aid ; the Imperial authority was reftored and

maintained in Gaul and Spain ; and he compelled

the Franks and the Suevi, whom he had van-

quifhed in the field, to become the ufeful con-

federates of the republic.

From a principle of interefl, as well as »rati- His con-

tude, /Etius aiTiduoully cultivated the alliance of with the

the Huns. While he refided in their tents as a ^y"^.^"*?

hoflage, or an exile, he had familiarly converfed

with Attila him.felf, the nephew of his benefaftorj

and the two famous antagonifls appear to have

been connected by a perfonal and military friend-

fhip, which they afcerwards confirmed by mutual

gifts, frequent embalfies, and the education of

Carpilio, the ion of iEcius, in the camp of At-
tila. By the fpecious profefilons of gratitude

^ This portrait is drawn by Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus, a

contemporary hiftorinn, known only by fome extracts, which ara

prefcrvcd by Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 8. in torn, ii, p. 163.).

It was probably the duty, or at leaft the intereft, of Renatus, to

magnify the virtues of ^tius : but he would have (hewn more dex-

terity, if he had not Infifted on his patient, fc<jii'it<^ difpofition.

and
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and voluntary attachment, the patrician might
difguife his apprehenfions of the Scythian con-

queror, who prefifed the two empires with his in-

numerable armies. His demands were obeyed

or eluded. When he claimed the fpoils of a van-

qujfhed city, fome vafes of gold, which had been

fraudulently embezzled ; the civil and military

governors of Noricum were immediately difpatch-

ed to fatisfy his complaints ' : and it is evident,

from their converfation with Maximin and Prif-

cus, in the royal village, that the valour and

prudence of iEtius had not faved the Weflern

Romans from the common ignominy of tribute.

Yet his dexterous policy prolonged the advan-

tages of a falutary peace; and a num.erous army

of Huns and Alani, whom he had attached to his

perfon, was employed in the defence of Gaul,

Two colonies of thefe Barbarians werejudicioufly

fixed in the territories of Valens and Orleans '

:

and their aflive cavalry fecured the important

7 The embaffy confifted of Count Romulus ; of Promotus, pre-

fident of Noricum; and of Roinanus, tlie military duke. They
were accompanied by Tatullus, an illufhious citizen of Petovio, in

the fame province, and father of Orcftes, who had married the daugh-

ter of Count Romulus. See Prifcus, p. 57. 65. Caffiodorius (Va-

riar. i. 4.) mentions another embaffy, which was executed by his

father and Carpiiio, the fon of ^tius; and as Attila was no more,

he could fafely boaft of their manly intrepid behaviour in his pre-

fcnce.

* Deferta Valentinae urbis rura Alanis partienda traduntur. Prof-

per. Tyronis Chron. in Hiftoriens de France, torn. i. p. 639. A
few lines afterwards, Profper obferves, that lands in the uiterkr Gaul

were affigned to the Alani. Without admitting the correftion of

Dubos (torn. i. p. 300.); the reafonable fuppofition of tiv0 colonies

or garrifons of Alani, will confirm his arguments, and remove his

objciJlions.

paflages
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paflages of the Rhone and of the Loire. Thefe chap.

favage allies were not indeed lefs fornaidable to v—^^,-—

»

the fubjeds than to the enemies of Rome. Their

orisinal fettlement was enforced with the licen-

tious violence of conqueft ; and the province

thK^igh which they marched, was expofed to all

the calamities of an hoftile invafion ". Strangers

to the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul

were devoted to the ambition of ^tius j and

though he might fufpeft, that, in a conteft with

Attila himfelf, they would revolt to the flandard

of their national king, the patrician laboured to

reftrain, rather than to excite, their zeal and

refentment againft the Goths, the Burgundians,

and the Franks.

The kingdom eftabliflied by the Vifigoths in The vifi-

the fouthern provinces of Gaul, had gradually Gaul un-

acquired ftrength and maturity i and the condudt
J^^o-n'^of

of thofe ambitious Barbarians, either in peace or Theodo-
lic,

war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of ^tius. A. D.

After the death of Wallia, the Gothic fceptre

devolved to Theodoric, the fon of the great

9 See Profper. Tyro, p. 639. Sidonius (Panegyr. Avit. 246.)

complains, in the name of Auvergne, his native country,

Litorius Scythicos equites tunc forte fuba^to

Celfus Aremorico, Geticum rapiebat in agmen
Per terras, Arverne, tuas, qui proxima quaeque

Difcurfu, flammis, ferro, feritate, rapinis,

Delebant
;

pacis fallcntes nomen inane.

Another poet, Paulinus of Perigord, confirms the complaint;

Nana focium vix ferre queas, qui durior hofte.

See Dubo», torn. i. p. 330,

Alaric

;

ric,

419—451.
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^xxxv*
"^^^^^^

'°
'» ^^^ h's profperous reign, of mord

u -y- mJ than thirty years, over a turbulent people, may
be allowed to prove, that his prudence was fup-

ported by uncommon vigour, both of mind and

body. Lnpatient of his narrow limits, Theodoric

afpired to the poffeflion of Aries, the wealthy feati

of government and commerce; but the city wasi

faved by the timely approach of ^tius ; and the

Gothic king, who had raifed the fiege with fomej

lofs and difgrace, was perfuaded, for an adequate'

fubfidy, to divert the martial valour of his fub-

jeds in a Spanilh war. Yet Theodoric ftill v/atch-

ed, and eagerly feized, the favourable moment

A. D. of renewing his hoftile attempts. The Goths
435-4-39' befieged Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces

were invaded by the Burgundians ; and the pub-

lic fafety was threatened on every fide by the

apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On
every fide, the aftivity of JEtius, and his Scy-

thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful re-

finance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were

flain in battle j and the remains of the nation

humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun-

*" Theodoric II. the fon of Theodoric I., declares to Avitus his

refolution of repairing, or expiating, the fault which his grandfather

Iiad committed.

Quse nojier peccavit amis, quern fufcat id unumy

Quod te, Roma, capit, '

Sidon. Panegyric. Avit. 505.

This charaftcr, applicable only to the great Alaric, eftabliflies the

genealogy of the Gothic kings, which has hitherto beeu unnoticed.

tains

J
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tains of Savoy ". The walls of Narbonne had
^xxxv?*'

been fhaken by the battering engines, and the

inhabitants had endured the laft extrennities of

famine, when count Litorius, approaching in

filence, and direding each horfeman to carry

behind him two facks of flour, cut his way through

the intrenchments of the befiegers. The fiegc

was immediately raifedj and the more decifive

vicflory, which is afcribed to the perfonal conduft

of iEtius himfelf, was marked with the blood of

eight thoufand Goths. But in the abfence of the

patrician, v/ho was haftily fummoned to Italy by

fome public or private intereft, count Litorius

fucceeded to the command ; and his prefumption

foon difcovered, that far different talents are re-

quired to lead a wing of cavalry, or to dired the

operations of an important war. At the head

of an army of Huns, he raflily advanced to the

gates of Thouloufe, full of carelefs contempt for

an enemy, whom his misfortunes had rendered

prudent, and his fituation made defperate. The
predidtions of the Augurs had infpired Litorius

with the profane confidence, that he fhould enter

the Gothic capital in triumph j and the trufl

which he repofed in his Pagan allies, encouraged

him to rejedt the fair conditions of peace, which

^* The n^me of Safaudio, the origin of Sawy, is fiift mentioned

by Ammianus Maicellinus ; and two military ports are afcertained,

by the Notitia, within the limits of that province ; a cohort was fta-

tioned at Grenoble in Dauphine; and Ebredunum, or Iverdun,

Iheltered a fleet of fmall vefiels, which commanded the lake of Neuf-

chatel. See Valefius, Notit. Galliarum, p. 503. D'Anville, No-

tice de TAncienne Gaul, p. 284. 579.

4. were
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CHAP, -^ere repeatedly propofed by the bifhops in the

name of Theodoric. The king of the Goths ex-

hibited in his diftrefs the edifying contrail of

Chrillian piety and moderation; nor did he lay

afide his fackcloth and afhes till he was prepared

to arm for the combat. His foldiers, animated

with martial and religious enthufiafm, aflaulted

the camp of Litorius. The conflict was obftinate;

the flaughter was mutual. The Roman general,

after a total defeat, which could be imputed only

to his unlkilful rafbnefs, was a6lually led through

the ftreets of Thouloufe, not in his own, but in a

hoftile, triumph; and the mifery which he expe-

rienced, in a long and ignominious captivity,

excited the compalTion of the Barbarians them-

felves ". Such a lofs, in a country whofe fprrit

and finances were long fince exhaufted, could not

eafily be repaired ; and the Goths, afluming, in

their turn, the fentiments of ambitio'i and re-

venge, would have planted their victorious ftand-

ards on the banks of the Rhone, if the prefence

of JEtius had not reftored ftrength and difcipline

to the Romans ". The two armies expeded the

fignal

** Salvian has attempted to explain the moral goverament of the

Deity ; a talk which may be readily performed by fuppofmg, that

the calamities of the wicked zre, judgments, and thofe of the righteous,

trials.

I J I Capto terrarum damna patebant

Litorio, in Rhodanuni proprios producere fines,

Theudoridae fixum ; nee erat pugnare neceffe,

Sed migrare Getis ; rabidam trux afpcrat iram

Viftor ;
quod fenfit Scythicum fub moenibus hoftem

Imputat, et nihil eft gravius, fi forlitan unquam

Vincere contingat, tiepido.

Panegyr. Avit. 300, &c.

Sidoniiis
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fiffnal of a decifive aflion j but the j^enerals, who ^Jl^{^,f'*->
' o ' XXXV.

were confcious of each other's force, and doubt- i, ^« ^\

ful of their own fuperiority, prudently llieathed

their fwords in the field of battle ; and their re-

conciliation was permanent and fincere. Theo-

doric, king of the Vifigoths, appears to have

deferved the love of his fubjedls, the confidence

of his allies, and the efteem of mankind. His

throne was furrounded by fix valiant fons, who
were educated with equal care in the exercifes of

the Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic

fchools : from the ftudy of the Roman jurifpru-

dence, they acquired the theory, at leaft, of law

and juftice J and the harm.onious fenfe of Virgil

contributed to foften the afperity of their native

manners '*. The two daughters of the Gothic

king were given in marriage to the eldefl fons of

the kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals, who
reigned in Spain and Africa j but thefe illuftri-

ous alliances v/ere pregnant with guilt and dif-

cord. The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death

of an hufband, inhumanly maflacred by her bro-

ther. The princefs of the Vandals was the vic-

tim of a jealous tyrant, whom flie called her fa-

ther. The cruel Genferic fufpecled, that his

Sidonius then proceeds, according to the duty of a panegyrirt, t*

transfer the whole merit from -^tius, lo his mirifter Avitus.

H Theodoric II. revered, in the perlon of Avitus, the chara(5li;r

of his preceptor.

• Mihi Romula dudura

Per te jura placent ; parvumque edifcere juffit

Ad tua verba pater, docili quo prifca Maronn

Carmine molliret Scytliicos mihi p-.igina mores.

bidon. PancL^yr. h.\\i, 495, occ.

Vol. VL II fan'.
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^xxx^' ^^^'^ ^^^^ ^^^ confpired to poifon him 5 the fup-

w—^r—' pofed crime was puniflied by the amputation of

her nofe and ears ; and the unhappy daughter of

Theodoric was ignominioufly returned to the

court of Thouloufe in that deformed and muti-

lated condition. This horrid ad, which muft

feem incredible to a civilized age, drew tears from

every fpedatorj but Theodoric was urged, by the

feelings of a parent and a king, to revenge fuch

irreparable injuries. The Imperial miniflers,

who always cherilhed the difcord of the Barba-

rians, would have fupplied the Goths with arms,

and Ihips, and treafures, for the African war j and

the cruelty of Genferic might have been fatal to

himfelfj if the artful Vandal had not armed, in

his caufe, the formidable power of the Huns.

His rich gifts and preflTing folicitations inflamed

the ambition of Attilaj and the defigns of ^tius

and Theodoric were prevented by the invafion of

Gaul '*.

TVie
^ The Franks, whofe monarchy was flill confin-

Gaui, un- cd to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine,

Meiovfn- '^^^ wifely eftablifhed the right of hereditary fuc-

£i^" ceflion in the noble family of the Merovingians."^,

I

kings.
Thefe

iJ Our authorities for the reign of Theodoric I. are, Jornandes

de Rebus Geticis, c. 34.. 36. and the Chronicles of Idatius, and

the two Profpers, inferted in the Hiftorians of France, torn. i.

p. 612— 640. To thefe we may add Salvian de Gubernatione Def,

1. vil. p. 243, 144, 245. and the Panegyric of Avitus, by Sido-

niu9.

16 Reges Crinitoi fe creaviffe de prima, et ut ita dicam nobiliori

fuorum familia (Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 9. p. 166. of the fecond

Yolume of the Hiftorians of France). Gregory himfelf does not

mention
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Thefc princes were elevated on a buckler, the
^xxxv!**

fymbol of military command '^
j and the royal

fafhion of long hair was the enfign of their birth

and dignity. Their flaxen locks, which they

combed and drefTed with fingular care, hung

down in flowing ringlets on their back and fhoul-

dersj while the reft of their nation were obliged,

cither by law or cufliom, to fliave the hinder pari:

of their head -, to comb their hair over the fore-

head, and to content themfelves with the orna-

ment of two fmall whifkers '". The lofty ftature

of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a

Germanic origin ; their clofe apparel accurately

expreflfed the figure of their limbs ; a weighty

fword was fufpended from a broad beltj their

bodies were protedled by a large fhield : and thefe

warlike Barbarians were trained, from their ear-

mention the Mero-vlngian name, which may be traced, however, to the

beginning of the feventh century, as the diftinftivc appellation of the

royal family, and even of the French monarchy. An ingenious

critic has deduced the Merovingi^.r.s froiii the great Maroboduus ;

and he has clearly proved, that the prince, who gave his name to

the firft race, was more ancient than the father of Childefic. See

Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions, tora. xx. p, 52— 90.

torn. XXX. p. 557— S-y-

'7 This German cuftom, which may be traced from Tacitus to

Gregory of Tours, was at length adopted by the emperors of Con-

ftantinople. From a MS. of the tenth century, Montfaucon has

delineated the reprefentation of a fimilar ceremony, which the igno-

rance of the age had applied to king David. See Monuments"

de la Monarchic Fran^oife, torn. i. Difcourfe Preliminaire.

'^ Casfaries prolixa .... crinium flngellis per teiga dimiffis,

&c. See the Preface to third volume of the Hiftorians of France,

and the Abbe Le Bceuf (Diiiertat. torn. iii. p. 47— 79-)* This

peculiar faOiion of the Merovingians has been remarked by natives

and ftrangers ; by Prifcus (tom. i. p. 608.), by Agathias (torn. ii.

p. 49.), and by Gregory of Tours, 1. iii. iS. vi, 24., viii. 10.

tom. ii. p. 196. z-]%. 316.

H 3 lieft
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^xxxv*'
^^^^ youth, to run, to leap, to fwim ; to dart the-

javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim j to

advance, without hefination, againft a fuperior

enemy i and to maintain, either in life or death,

the invincible reputation of their anceftors ".

Clodion, the firft of their long-haired kings,

whofe name and atflions are mentioned in authen-

tic hiftory, held his refidence at Difpargum ""^ a

village, or fortrefs, whofe place may be afligned

between Louvain and Bruffels. From the report

of his fpies, the king of the Franks was inform-

ed, that the defencelefs ftate of the fecond Belgic

muft yield, on the flighteft attack, to the valour

of his fubjeflis. He boldly penetrated through

the thickets and moraffes of the Carbonarian fo-

refi *'j occupied Tournay and Cambray, the only

cities which exiftcd in the fifth century, and ex-

tended his conquefts as far as the river Somme,

over a defolate country, whofe cultivation and

populoufnefs are the efFeds of more recent in-

dudry ". While Clodion lay encamped in the

»9 See an original pi6luie of the figure, drefs, arms, and temper

of the ancient Franks fn Sidonius Apollinaris (Panegyr. Majorian,

238—254.) 5 and fuch piftures, though coarfely drawn, have a real

and intrinfic value. Father Daniel (Hift. de la Millce Fran^oife,

torn. i. p. z— 7.) has llluftrated the dcfcription.

*° DuboSj Hift. Critique, &c. torn. i. p. 271, 272. Some geo-

graphers have placed Difpargum on the German fide of the Rhine.

See a note of the Benedictine Editors to the Hiftorians of France,

torn. ii. p. 166.

*' The Carbonarian wood, was that part of the great foreft of the

Ardennes, which lay between the Efcaut, or Scheld, and the-Meufe.

Valel'.-Notit. Gall. p. ii6.

** Gregor. Turon. 1. ii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. 166, 167. Fiede-

gar. Epltom. c. 9. p. 395. Gcfta Reg. Francor. c. 5. in torn. ii.

.

p. 544.. Vit. St. Remig. ab Hincmar, in torn. iii. p. 373.

plains
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plains of Artois *', and celebrated, with vain and ^^^J'
oftentatious fecurity, the marriage, perhaps, of „^

—

»

his fon, the nuptial feaft was interrupted by the

unexpected and unwelcome prefence of /Etius,

who had palled the Somme at the head of his

light cavalry. The tables, which had been fpread

under the Ihelter of a hill, along the banks of

a pleafant ftream, were rudely overturned -, the

Franks were opprelTed before they could recover

their arms, or their ranks; and their unavailing

valour was fatal only to themfelves. The load-

ed waggons, which had followed their march,

aftorded a rich booty 5 and the virgin-bride, with

her female attendants, fubmitted to the new

lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance

of war. This advantage, which had been ob-

tained by the fkill and asftivity of j^cius, might

reilecft fome difgrace on the military prudence of

Clodionj but the king of the Franks foon re-^

gained his ftrength and reputation, and ftill

maintained the poflcffion of his Gallic Icingdom

from the Rhine to the Somme ^'^. Under his

Franciis qua Cloio patentes

Atrebatum terras pei vai'erat.

Panegyr. Majcrian. iiz.

The precife fpot was a town, or village, called Vicus Helena ; and

both the name and the place are difcovered by modem geograjihers

at Lens. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 246. Longuerue, Ddcription

de la France, torn. ii. p. S8.

*4 See a vague account of the aftion in Sidonius. Panegyr.

Majorian. 212—230, The French critics, impatient to eftablifli

their monarchy in Gaui, have drawn a ftrong argument from tlie

filence of Sidonius, wjio dares not inunuate. that the vanquif]\cd

Franks were compelkd to rcpafs the Rhine, Dubos, torn. i.

p, 322.

H 3 reign,
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cj^ A P- reign, zpd moft probably from the enterprifing

fpirit of his fubjecfls, the three capitals, Mentz,

Treves, and Cologne, experienced the effedh of

hoftile cruelty and avarice. The diftrefs of

Cologne v/as prolonged by the perpetual domi-

nion of the fame Barbarians, who evacuated thq

ruins of Treves; and Treves, which, in the fpace

of forty years, had been four times befieged and

pillaged, was difpofed to lofe the memory of her

affliflions in the vain amufements of the circus*'.

The death of Clodion, after a reign of twenty

years, expofed his kingdom to the difcord and

ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the young-

er ""^ was perfuaded to implore the protedtion of

Rome ; he was received at the Lmperial court, as

the ally of Valentinian, and the adopted fon of

the patrician JEtius ; and difmified, to his native

country, with fplendid gifts, and the ftrongeft

affurances of friendlhip and fupport. During his

abfence, his elder brother had folicited, with

equal ardour, the formidable aid of Attila j and

the king of the Huns embraced an alliance, which

-s Salvian (de Giibernat. Dei, 1, vi.) has expreffed, in vague and

declamatory- language, the misfoitunes of theft three cities, which

are diftindlly afcertained by the learned Mafcou, Hift. of the An-
cient Germans, ix. 21.

2* Prifcus, in relating the conteft, does not name the two bro-

thers ; the fecond of whom he had feen at Rome, a beard lefs youth,

with Ions; flowing hair (Hiftorians of France, torn. i. p. 607, 608.).

The Benediftine Editors are inclined to believe, that they were the

fons of fonie unknown king of the Franks, who reigned on the

banks of the Neeker: but the arguments of M. de Foncemagne

(Mem. de I'Academie, torn. viii. p. 464.) feem to prove, that the

fucceflion of Clodion was difputed by his tv/o fons, and that the

younger was Meroveus, the father of Childeric.

' facili-
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facilitated the pafTage of the Rhine, and juftified,
^^xv^*

by a fpecious and honourable pretence, the inva- u^^^,.)

fion of Gaul ^^,

When Attila declared his refolution offupport- The ad-

ing the caufe of his allies, the Vandals and the the prin-

Franks, at the fame time, and almoft in the fpi-
*=^^s"ono-

rit of romantic chivalry, the favage monarch

profefled himfclf the lover and the champion of

the princefs Honoria. The fifter of Valentiniari

was educated in the palace of Ravenna 5 and as

her marriage might be produftive of fome dan-

ger to the Hate, llie was raifed, by the title of

Augnjla^^y above the hopes cf the mod prefump-

tuous fubjed. But the fair Honoria had no

fooner attained the fixteenth year of her age, than

Ihe detefted the importunate greatnefs, which

muft for ever exclude her from the comforts of

honourable love : in the midft of vain and un-

fatisfadlory pomp, Honoria fighed, yielded to

the impulfe of nature, and threw herfelf into

the arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. Her
guilt and fliame (fuch is the abfurd language of

imperious man) were foon betrayed by the ap-

pearances of pregnancy : but the difgrace of the

royal family was publilhed to the world by the

*7 Under the Merovingian race, the throne was hereditary ; but

all the fons of the deceafed monarch were equally intitled to their

fhare of his treafures and territories. See the DiffLrtatlons of M. de

Foncemagne in the fixth and eighth volumes of the Memoires de

I'Academie.

i" A medal is ftill extant, which exhibits the pleafmg countenance

of Honoria, with the title of Auguftaj and on the revcrfe, the im-

proper legend of Sahn ReipuMkde round the monagram of Chrill:, Sc«

Ducange, Famll. Byzantin. p. 67, 73.

H 4 imprudence
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CHAP, imprudence cf the emprefs PJacidia; who dif-
XXX V. n • r\ in r t

•
^
—' miffed her daughter, arter a ftrict: and fliameful

confinement, to a remote exile at Conftantinople.

The unhappy princefs palTed twelve or fourteen

years in the irkfome fociety of the filters of

Theodofius, and their chofen virgins ; to whofe

crown Honoria could no longer afpire, and whofe

monadic affiduity ofprayer, fading, and vigils, Ihe

reluftantly inciitated. Her impatience oflong and

hopelefs celibacy, urged her to embrace a ftrange

and defperate refolution. The name of Attila

v/as familiar and formidable at Conftantinople

;

and his frequent embaffies entertained a perpetual

iritercourfe between his camp and the Imperial

palace. In the purfuit of love, or rather of re-^

venge, the daughter of Placidia facrificed every

duty, and every prejudice j and offered to deli-

ver her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian, of

whofe language ilie was ignorant, whofe figure

was fcarceiy human, and whofe religion and man-

ners fhe abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithful

eunuch, fhe tranfmitted to Attila a ring, the

pledge of her affection ; and earneftly conjured

him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe, to whom he

^ had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent

advances were received, however, with coldnefs

and difdain; and the king of the Huns con-

tinued to multiply tlje number of his wives, till

his love was awakened by the more forcible paf-

fions of ambition and avarice. The invafion of

Gaul was preceded, and juftified, by a formal

demand of the princefi) Honoria, with a juft and

equal
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equ2^. fliare of the Imperial patrimony. His pre- ^.^j^^'

decelTors, the ancient Tanjous, had often ad- c—-v-—

'

drefled, in the fame hoftile and peremptory man-

ner, the daughters of China j and the pretenfions

of Attila were not lefs ofFenfive to the majefly of

Rom.e. A firm, but temperate, refufal was com-

municated to his ambafiadors. The right of

female fucceffion, though it might derive a fpe-

cious argument from the recent examples of Pla-

.cidia and Pulcheria, was ftrenuoufly denied;

and the indiflbluble engagements of Honoria

were oppofed to the claims of her Scythian lo-

ver '". On the difcovery of her connexion with

the king of the Huns, the guilty princefs had

been fent away, as an objed of horror, from

Conftantinople to Italy : her life was fpared -, but

the ceremony of her marriage was performed

with fome obfcure and nominal hufoand, before

fhe was immured in a perpetual prifon, to bewail

thoie crimes and misfortunes, which Honoria

might have efcaped, had (he not been born the

daughter of an emperor^''.

A native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the Attila in-

learned and eloquent Sidonius, who was after- Q^'Jf ^^^j^

befiegcs

*9 See Prifcus, p. 39, 40. It might be fairly alleged, that if fe- Orleans,

males could fucceed to the throne, Valentinian himfelf, who had

married the daughter and heirefs of the younger Thcodofius, would

have afferted her light to the eaftern empire.

30 The adventures of Honoria are imperfe6l!y related by Jornan-

4es, de Succefiione Rcgn. c. 97. and de Reb. Get. c. 42. p. 674.

;

and in the Chronicles of Profper, and Marcellinus ; but they can-

not he made confulent, or probable, unlefs we feparate, by an inter-

val of time and place, her intrigue with Eugcnius, and her invita-

tion of Attilu.

I w^rds
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CHAP, wards bifhop of Clermont, had made a promifc

^ -^- ! to one of his friends, that he would compofe a
A.D.451.

regular hiftory of the war of Attila. If the mo-

defty of Sidonius had not difcouraged him from

the profecution of this interefting work ^', the

hiftorian would have related, with the fimplicity

of truth, thofe memorable events, to which the

poet, in vague and doubtful metaphors, has con-

cifely alluded ^\ The kings and nations of Ger-

many and Scythia, from the Volga perhaps to

the Danube, obeyed the warlike fummons of

Attila. From the royal village, in the plains of

Hungary, his flandard moved towards the Weftj

and, after a march of fevcn or eight hundred

miles, he reached the conflux of the Rhine and

the Necker ; where he was joined by the Franks,

who adhered to his ally, the elder of the fons of

Clodion. A troop of light Barbarians, who

roamed in queft of plunder, might chufe the

winter for the convenience of pafllng the river

31 Exegeras mihi, ut promitterem tibi, Attilse bellum ftylo me
pofteiis intimaturum .... coeperam fcribere, fed operis arepti

fafce perfpetlo, txduit inchoafle. Sidon. ApoU. 1. viii. epift. 15,

p. 24.6.

31 . Subito cum riipta tumuitu

Barbaiies totas in te transfuderat Ai"6los,

Gallia. Pugnacem Rugum coniitante Gelono

Gcpida trux fequitur ; Scyrum Burgundio cogit

:

Cluunis, Bellonotus, Neiirus, Bafterna, Toringut

Bruftcrus, ulvosa vel quern Nicer abluit unda

Proiumpit Francus. Cecidit cito l"c6la bipenni

Hercynia in lintres, et Rhenum texuit alno.

Et jam terrificis diffuderat Attila turmis

In cainpos fe Belga tuos.

Panegyr. Avit. 319, Zcci
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on the ice j but the innumerable cavalry of the C H A P.

Huns required fuch plenty of forage and pro-

vifions, as could be procured only in a milder

feafonj the Hercynian foreft fupplled materials

for a bridge of boats j and the hoflile myriads

were poured, with refiftlefs violence, into the

Belgic provinces ^'. The conflernation of Gaul

was univerfal j and the various fortunes of its

cities have been adorned by tradition with mar-

tyrdoms and miracles ^*. Troyes was faved by

the merits of St. Lupus 9 St. Servatius was re-

moved from the world, that he might not behold

the ruin of Tongres j and the prayers of St. Ge-

nevieve diverted the march of Attila from the

neighbourhood of Paris. But as the greateft part

of the Gallic cities were alike deftitute of faints

and foldiers, they were befieged and ftormed by

the Huns i who praftifed, in the example of

3? The moft authentic and circumftantial account of this war, is

contained in Jornundes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 36—41. p. 662—672. )»

who has fometimes abridged, and fometitnes tranfcribed, the larger

hiftory of CafTiodoiius. Jornandes, a quotation which it would be

iupcrfluous to repeat, may be corre6lcd and illuftrated by Gregory

of Tours, 1.2. c. 5,6, 7. and the Chronicles of Idatius, Ifidore,

and the two Profpers. All the ancient teftimonies are collefted and

inferted in the Hiftorians of France ; but the reader fhould be cau-

lioned againft a fuppofed extrafl from the Chronicle of Idatius

(among the fragments of Fredegariiis, torn. ii. p. 462.), which
often contradifts the genuine text of the Gallician bifhop.

34 The ancient legendaries deferve fome regard, as they are obliged

to connefl their fables with the real hiftory of their own times. See

the lives of St. Lupus, St. Anianus, ilie bifnops of Me'.z, Ste. Ge-
nevieve, &c. in the Hiftorians of France, toni. i, p. 64-1., 645. 649.

Uni. iii. p. 369.

Metz,
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io8 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. Mctz ^% their cuftomary maxims of war. They

involved, in a promifcuous maflacre, the priefts

who ferved at the altar, and the infants, who,

in the hour of danger, had been providently bap-

tized by the bifhop j the flourifliing city was de-

livered to the flames, and a folitary chapel of

St. Stephen marked the place where it formerly

Hood. From the Rhine and the Mofelle, Attila

advanced into the heart of Gaul j eroded the Seine

at Auxerre ; and, after a long and laborious

march, fixed his camp under the walls of Orleans.

He was defirous of fecuring his conquefls by the

poffefTion of an advantageous poft, which com-

manded the paflage of the Loire i and he de-

pended on the fecret invitation of Sangiban, king

of the Alani, who had promifed to betray the

city, and to revolt from the fervice of the em-

pire. But this treacherous confpiracy was detect-

ed and difappointed : Orleans had been ftrength-

ened with recent fortifications 5 and the aflaults

of the Huns were vigoroufly repelled by the faith-

ful valour of the foldiers, or citizens, who de-

fended the place. The pafloral diligence of

Anianus, a biihop of primitive fanftity and con-

iS The fcepticifra of the count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples, torn.

yli. p. 539, 54-0.) cannot be reconciled with any principles of vea-

fon or criticilm. Is not Gregory of Tours precife and pofitive in his

account of the delhuflion of Metz ? At the diftance of no moi-e than

Rn hundred years, could he be ignorant, could the people be ignorant,

of the fate of a city, the aSual refidence of his fovereigns, the kings

of Aurtrafia? The learned Count, who fcems to have undertaken

the apology of Attila, and the Barbarians, appeals to the falfe Ida-

tlus, parceizi civitatibus Germaniae et Galliai, and forgets, that the

true Idatius had explicitly affirmed; pUirinice civilate? fffrallay'amon^

•which he enumerates Metz.

fummate
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fummate prudence, exh'aufted every art of reli- ^Jy-"'\.*'*

gious policy to fupport their courage, till the •—v

—

-*

arrival of the expelled fuccoui-s. After an ob-

ffinate fiege, the walls were (liaken by the batter-

ing rams 5 the Huns had already occupied the

fuburbsj and the people, who Vvere incapable of

bearing arms, lay proilrate in prayer. Anianus,

who anxioufly counted the days and hours, dif-

patched a trufty nneiTenger to obferve, from the

rampart, the face, of tiie diltant country. He
returned twice, without any intelligence, that

could infpire hope or comfort; but, in his third

report, he mentioned a finall cloud, which he

had faintly defcried at the extremity of the hori-

zon, *' It is the aid of God," exclaimed the

iDtfhop, in a tone of pious confidence ; and the

•whole multitude repeated after him, " It Is the f

aid of God." The remote objeft, on which every

eye was fixed, became each moment larger, and

more diftinft j the Roman and Gothic banners

were gradually perceived; and a favourable wind

blowing afide the dud, difcovered, in deep array,

the impatient fquadrons^ iEtius and Theodoric,

who prelled forwards to the relief of Orleans.

The facility with which Attila had penetrated Alliance

into the heart of Gaul, may be afcribed to his nians and

infidious policy, as v.'ell as to the terror of his
V'^"^*"-

arms. His public declarations were fkiifully

mitigated by his private allurances; l:e alter-

nately foothed and threatened the Romans and

the Goths ; and the courts of Ravenna and Thou-

loufe, mutually fufpicious of each other's inten-

tions.
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^5v\^' ^^ions, beheld, with fupine indifference, the an-
XXXV.

J , _ , . 71-1 •
f

•

\.^m^^ proach or their common enemy. jEcius was the

ible guardian of the public fafety ; but his wifeft

meafures were embarralTed by a fa6lion, whichj

fince the death of Placidia, infefled the Lnperial

i palace : the youth of Italy trembled at the found

of the trumpet J and the Barbarians, who, from

fear or affe6lion, were inclined to the caufe of

Attila, awaited, with doubtful and venal faithj

the event of the war. The patrician pafled the

Alps at the head of fome troops, whofe flrength

and numbers fcarcely deferved the name of an

army ^°. But on his arrival at Aries, or Lyons,-

he Was confounded by the intelligence, that the

Vifigoths, refufing to embrace the defence of

Gaul, had determined to expefV, within their own

territories, the formidable invader, whom they

profelTed to defpife. The fenator Avitus, who,

after the honourable exercife of the praetorian

Prsefefture, had retired to his eftate in Auvergne,

was perfuaded to accept the important embafly,

which he executed with ability and fuccefs. He
reprefented to Theodoric, that an ambitious con-

Gueror, who afpired to the dominion of the earth,

could be refilled only by the firm and unani-

mous alliance of the powers whom he laboured to

opprefs. The lively eloquence of Avitus inflam-

ed the Gothic warriors^ by the defcription of the

36 Vix liquerat Alpes

Aetius, tenuc, et rarum line milite diicens

Robur, in aiixiliis Geticum male credukis agmen

IncafTum propriis prsefumens adfore caftiis.

Paneg)T, Avit. ^z?, &g.

injuries
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injuries which their anceltors had fuffered from ^^^//
the Huns; whofe implacable fury ftill purfued ^

them from the Danube to the foot of the Pyre-

nees. He ftrenuoufly urged, that it was the duty

of every Chriftian to fave, from facrilegious vio-

lation, the churches of God, and the relics of

the faints : that it was the intereft of every Bar-

barian, who had acquired a fettlement in Gaul,

to defend the fields and vineyards, which were

cultivated for his ufe, againfl: the defolation of

the Scythian fhepherds. Theodoric yielded to

the evidence of truth j adopted the meafure at

once the mod prudent and the moll honourable;

and declared, that as the faithful allyof^tius

and the Romans, he was ready to expofe his life

and kingdom for the common fafety of Gaul ".

The Vifigoths, who, at that time, were in the

mature vigour of their fame and power, obeyed

with alacrity the fignal of war j prepared their

arms and horfes, and aflembled under the lland-

ard of their aged king, who was refolved, with

his two cldeft fons, Torifmond and Theodoric,

to command in perfon his numerous and valiant

people. The example of the Goths determined

feveral tribes or nations, that feemed to fluctuate

between the Huns and the Romans. The inde-

fatigable diligence of the patrician gradually col-

37 The policy of Attila, of iEtius, and of the Vifigoths, is im-

perfe£lly defcribed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and thi thirty- fixth

chajfter of Jornandes. The poet and the hiftorian were both biafled

by perfonal or national prejudices. The former exalts the merit and

importance of Avitus ; orbis, Avite, Talus, &c. ! The latter is anxi-

ous to fliew the Goths in the moft favourable light. Yet their agree-

lOent, when they are fairly interpreted, is a proof of their veracity.

A lefled
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cji ^i*- lecfted the troops of Gaul and Germany, who had
s

—

^
—> formerly acknowledged themfelves the fubjeds^

or foldiers, of the republic, but who now
claimed the rewards of voluntary fervice, and

the rank of independent allies j the Lsti, the

Armoricans, the Breones, the Saxons, the Bur-

gundians, the Sarmatians, or Alani, the Ripua-

rians, and the Franks who followed Meroveus as

their lawful prince. Such was the various army,

which, under the conduft of iEtius and Theo-

doric, advanced, by rapid marches, to relieve

Orleans, and to give battle to the innumerable

hoftof Attila^\

Attiiare- On their approach, the king of the Huns im-

piahis^of^ mediately raifed the fiege, and founded a retreat

chnm-
J.Q recal the foremoft of his troops from the

pagne,
_ ^

*

pillage of a city which they had already enter.-

ed ^^, The valour of Attila was always guided

by his prudence j and as he forefaw the fatal

confequences of a defeat in the, heart of Gaul, he

repafled the Seine, and expecled the enemy ia

the plains of Chalons, whofe fmooth and level

js The review of the army of ^tius is made by Jornandes, c. 36,

p. 664.. edit. Grot. torn. ii. p. 43. of the Hiftorians of France, with

the notes of the Benedi6line Editor. The Laa' were a promifcuous

race of Barbarians, born or naturalized in Gaul ; and the Riparii,

or Rifuarii, derived their name from their ports on the three rivers,

the Rhine, the Meufe, and the Mofelie ; the Armoricans pofleffed the

independent cities between the Seine and the Loire. A colony of

Saxons had been planted in the diocefe of Bayeux ; the Burguvdian'.

were fettled in Savoy ; and the Breones were a warlike tribe of Rhae-

tians, to the eaft of the lake of Conftance.

39 Aurelianenfis urbis oblidio, oppugnatio, irruptio, nee direptio,

1. V. Sidon. Apollin. 1. viii. epift. 15. p. 246. The prefervation

of Orleans might be eafily turned into a miracle, obtained, and fore-

told, by the holy bifliop.

furface
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fHrface was adapted to the operations of his Scy- ^Jl^^F'

thian cavalry. But in this tumultuary retreat^

the vanguard of the Romans, and their allies,

continually prefled, and fometimes engaged, the

troops whom Attila had polled in the rear; the

hoflile columns, in the darknefs of the night, and

the perplexity of the roads, might encounter each

other without defignj and the bloody conflict of

the Franks and Gepids, in which fifteen thou-

fand *^° Barbarians were flain, was a prelude to a

more general and decifive adion. The Cata-

launian fields *' fpread themfelves round Chalons,

and extend, according to the vague meafurement

of Jornandes, to the length of one hundred and

fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles,

over the whole province, which is intitled to

the appellation of a chamfaign country "^^^ This

fpacious plain was diflinguiflied, however, by

fome inequalities of ground j and the importance

of an height, which commanded the camp of

Attila, was underftood, and difputed, by the

two generals. The young and valiant Torif-

mond firft occupied the fummitj the Goths

rufhed with irrefiftible weight on the Huns, who

+° The common ecJitions read XCM ; but there is fome authority

of manufciipts (and almoft any authority is luiHcient) for the more

reafonablt number of xvr.i.

4' Chiilons, or Duro-Cataiaunum, afterwards Catalauni, had for-

merly made a part of the territory of Rheivns, from whence it is

dirtant only twenty-feven miles. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 136.

D'Anville, Notice de i'Ancienne Gaule, p. 212, 279.
4i The name of Campania, or Champagne, is frequently men-

tioned by Gregory of Tours ; and that great province, of which

Rheims was the capital, obeyed the command of a duke. Valef.

>iotit. p. izo— 123.

Vol, VI. I laboured
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CHAP, laboured to afcend from the oppofite fide ; and
XXXV n •

the pofTeiTion of this advantageous poft infpired

both the troops and their leaders with a fair

aflurance of victory. The anxiety of Attila

prompted him to confulthis priefts andharufpices.

It was reported, that, after fcrutinizing the en-

trails of viclims, and fcraping their bones, they

revealed, in myfterious language, his own de-

feat, with the death of his principal adverfary >

and that the Barbarian, by accepting the equiva-

lent, expreffed his involuntary efteem for the

fuperior merit of ^tius. But the unufual de-

fpondency, which feemcd to prevail among the

Pluns, engaged Attila to ufe the expedient, fo

famiiliar to the generals of antiquity, of animating

his troops by a military oration j and his language

was that of a king, who had often fought and

conquered at their head *^. He prefTed them to

confider their paft glory, their a6lual danger,

and their future hopes. The fame fortune,

which opened the delerts and moralTes of Scy-

thia to their unarmed valour, which had laid-

fo many warlike nations proftrate at their

feet, had referved the joys of this memorable

field for the confum.miation of their viftories.

The cautious fteps of their enemies, their flridt

alliance, and their advantageous pods he artfully

reprefented as the effects, not of prudence, but

43 I am fenfible that thefe itiilitary orations are ufually compofed

by the hillorian; yet the old Oftrogoths, who had I'erved under

Attila, might repeat his difcourfe to Caflibdorlus : the ideas, and

even the expreiTions, have an original Scythian caft; and I doubt,

whether an Italian of the fixth century, would have thought of the

Jiu^us certaminib gandij.

of
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bf fear. The Vifigoths alone were the ftrength ^JJA.^*

and nerves of the oppofite army j and the Huns
might fecurely trample on the degenerate Ro-

mans, whofe clofe and compa(ft order betrayed

their apprehenfions, and who were equally inca-

pable of fupporting the dangers, or the fatigues,

of a day of battle. The doflrine of predeflina-

tion, fo favourable to martial virtue, was care-

fully inculcated by the king of the Huns ; who
allured his fubjeds, that the warriors, protefted

by Heaven, were fafe and invulnerable amidfl:

the darts of the enemy ; but that the unerring

Fates would ftrike their victims in the bofom of

inglorious peace. *' I myfclf," continued Attila,

*' will throw the firll javelin, and the wretch

*' who refufes to imitate the example of his fo-

*' vereign, is devoted to inevitable death." The
fpirit of the Barbarians was rekindled by the pre-

fence, the voice, and the example of their in-

trepid leader J and Attila, yielding to their im-

patience, immediately formed his order of battle.

At the head of his brave and faithful Huns, he

occupied, in perfoni the centre of the line. The
nations, fubjeft to his empire, the Rugians^ the

Heruli, the Thuringians, the Franks, the Bur-

gundians, were extended, on either hand, over

the ample fpace of the Catalaunian fields j the

right wing was commanded by Ardaric, king of

the GepidsT; and the three valiant brothers^ who

reigned over the Oftrogothsj were pofled on the left

to oppofe the kindred tribes of the Vifigoths. The
difpofition of the allies was regulated by a different

principle. Sangiban, the faithlefs king of the Ala-

I 2 nij
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CHAP, nj vvas placed in the centre; where his motions
XXXV ' r '

w-.^-!/ might be ftrid:ly watched, and his treachery

might be inftantly punifhed. ^Etius affumed the

command of the left, and Theodoric of the right,

wingi while Torifmond ftill continued to occupy

the heights which appear to have (Iretched on the

flank, and perhaps the- rear, of the Scythian

army. The nations from the Volga to the Atlan-

tic were aflemblcd on the plain of Chalons ; but

many of thefe nations had been divided by fac-

tion, or conqueft, or emigration j and the ap-

pearance of fimilar arms and enfigns, which

threatened each other, prefented the image of a

civil war.

Battle of The difcipline and taflics of the Greeks and

Chalons. Romans form an interefting part of their national

manners. The attentive ftudy of the military

operations of Xenophon, or Csefar, or Frederic,

when they are defcribed by the fame genius which

conceived and executed them, may tend to im-

prove (if fuch improvement can be wilhed) the

art of deftroying the human fpecies. But the

battle of Chalons can only excite our curiofity,

by the magnitude of the obje6i:; fmce it was de-

cided by tht blind impetuofity of Barbarians, and

has been related by partial writers, whofe civil or

ecclefiaftical profcffion fecluded them from the

knowledge of military affairs. Caffiodorius, how*

ever, had familiarly converfed with many Gothic

warriors, who ferved in that memorable engage-

ment; " a conflia:," as they informed him-,

" fierce, various, obftinate, and bloody; fuch

« as could not be paralleled, either in the pre-

Q " Tent,
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" fent, or in paft ages." The number of the ^^^v^"
flain amounted to one hundred and fixty-two u--^^.^

thoufand, or, according to another account, three

hundred thoufand perfons ^'^j and thcfe incredible

exaggerations fuppofe a real and effedlive lofs,

fufficient to juftify the hiftorian's remark, that

whole generations may be fwept away, by the

madnefs of kings, in the fpace of a fingle hour.

After the mutual and repeated difcharge of mifllle

weapons, in which the archers of Scythia might

fjgnalize their fuperior dexterity, the cavalry and

infantry of the two armies were furioufly mingled

in clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under

the eyes of their king, pierced through the feeble

and doubtful centre of the allies, feparated their

wings from each other, and wheeling, with a

rapid effort, to the left, diredled their whole

force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode

along the ranks, to animate his troops, he re-

ceived a mortal ftroke from the javelin of An-
dages, a noble Oftrogoth, and immediately fell

from his horfe. The wounded king was op-

prefled in the general diforder, and trampled

under the feet of his own cavalry; and this im-

portant death ferved to explain the ambiguous

prophecy of the Harufpices. Attiia already ex-

4+ The exprefllons of Jornandcs, or rather of Cafuodorlus, are

extremely ftrong. Bcllum atrox, multiplex, immane, pertinax,

cui fimili nulla ufquara narrat antiquitas : ubi talia gefta referuntur,

ut nihil efTet qiiod in vitu I'lia conl'picere potuiffct egrcgius, qui hujiii

miraculi privaretur afpeilu. Dul)os (Hift. Critique, torn. i. p. 392,

39J.) attempts to reconcile the i6i,ooo of Jornandes, with the

300,000 of Idatius and Ifidore; by luppofing, that the larger num-

ber included the total deftruftion of the war, the cffcfls of difcaftr,

the llaughter of the unanrieJ peoplf, &c.

I 1 uUed
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C H A P. ulted in the confidence of vidory, when the

v-p—y

—

t valiant Torifnnond defcended fronn the hills, and

verified the remainder of the predidlion. The
Vifigoths, who had been thrown into confufion

by the flight, or defedion, of the Alani, gra-

dually reftored their order of battle; and the

Huns were undoubtedly vanquilhed, fince Attila

was compelled to retreat. He had expofed his

perfon with the rafnnefs of a private foldier; but

the intrepid troops of the centre had pufhed for-

wards beyond the reft of the line : their attack

was faintly fupporteds their flanks were un-

guarded; and the conquerors of Scythia and

Germany were faved by the approach of the night

from a total defeat. They retired within the

circle of waggons that fortified their camp; and

the difmounced fquadrons prepared themfelves

for a defence, to which neither their arms, nor

their temper, were adapted. The event was

doubtful : but Attila had fecured a laft and ho-

nourable refource. The faddles and rich furni'-

ture of the cavalry were collefted, by his order,

into a funeral pile; and the magnanimous Bar-

barian had refolved, if his intrenchments fhould

be forced, to rufh headlong into the flames, and

to deprive his enemies of the glory which they

might have acquired, by the death or captivity

of Attila *^

45 The count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples, &c. torn. vii. p. 554—

573.), ftill depending on the fa.'fe, and again rejefting the true Ida-

tius, has divided the defeat of Attila into two great battles ; the for-

mer near Orleans, the latter in Champagne : in the one, Theodoric

was flain ; in the other, he was revenged.

But
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But his enemies had pafled the night in equal ^Ji^^'
diforder and anxiety. The inconfiderate courage —^- 1^

of Torifmond was tempted to urge the puriuit,
^^^j-f^^^^

till he unexpectedly found himfeif, with a few

followers, in the midfl: of the Scythian waggons.

In the confufion of a no(5lurnal combat, he was

thrown from his horfe; and the Gothic prince

muft have perifhed like his father, if his youth-

ful flrength, and the intrepid zeal of his com-

panions, had not refcued him from this dangerous

lituation. In the fame manner, but on the left

of the line, ^tius himfeif, feparated from his

allies, ignorant of their viftory, and anxious for

their fate, encountered and cfcaped the hollile

troops, that were fcattered over the plains of

Chalons i and at length reached the camp of the

Goths, which he could only fortify with a flight

rampart of fhields, till the dawn of day. I'he

Imperial general was foon fatisfied of the defeat

ofAttila, who ftill remained inadive within his

intrenchments; and when he contemplated the

bloody fcene, he obferved, with fecret fatisfae-

tion, that the lofs had principally fallen on the

Barbarians. The body of Theodoric, pierced

with honourable wounds, was difcovered under a

heap of the flain : his fubjefls bewailed the death

of their king and father; but their tears were min-

gled with fongs and acclamations, and his funeral

rites were performed in the face of a vanquiflied

enemy. The Goths, clafhing their arms, elevated

on a buckler his eldeft fon Torifmond, to v/hom

they juftly afcribed the glory of their fuccefss

and the new king accepted the obligation of re-

I 4 venge,
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^xxxv^* "^^^S^y ^s ^ facred portion of his paternal inlie-

ritance. Yet the Goths themfelves were afto-

niihed by the fierce and undaunted afped of their

formidable antagonift; and their hiftorian has

compared Attila to a iion encompafied in his den,

and threatening his hunters with redoubled fury.

The kings and nations, who might have deferted

his ftandard in the hour of diftrefs, were made
fenfible, that the difpleafure of their monarch

was the moft imminent and inevitable danger.

All his inftruments of martial mufic inceflantly

founded a loud and animating ftrain of defiance;

and the foremoft: troops who advanced to the

affaulr, were checked, or deftroyed, by fhowers

of arrows from every fide of the intrenchments.

It was determined in a general council of war, to

befiege the king of the Huns in his camp, to

intercept his provifions, and to reduce him to

the alternative of a difgraceful treaty, or an un-

equal combat. But the impatience of the Bar-

barians foon difdained thefe cautious and dilatory

meafures : and the mature policy of iEtius was

apprehenfive, that, after the extirpation of the

Huns, the republic would be opprefled by the

pride and power of the Gothic nation. The
patrician exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho-

rity and reafo.n, to calm the paffions, which the

fon of Theodoric confidered as a duty; repre-

fented, with feeming affeclion^ and real truth,

the dangers of abfence and delay ; and perfuaded

Torifmond to difappoint, by his fpeedy return,

the - ambitious defigns of his brothers, who

.-iiiR-ht occupy the throne and treafures of Thoq-

loufe,
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loufe **. After the departure of the Goths, and
^^"^vT'

the feparation of the allied army, Attila was fur-

prifed at the vaft filence that reigned over the

plains of Chalons : the fufpicion of fomc hoftile

flratagem detained him feveral days within the

circle of his waggons j and his retreat beyond

the Rhine confefled the laft viflory which was

attchieved in the name of the Weftern empire.

Meroveus and his Franks, obferving a prudent

dillance, and magnifying the opinion of their

Itrengch, by the numerous fires which they kin-

dled every night, continued to follow the rear

of the Huns, till they reached the confines of

Thuringia. The Thuringians ferved in the army

of Attila : they traverfed, both in their march

and in their return, the territories of the Franks ;

and it was perhaps in this war that they exercifed

the cruelties, which, about fourfcore years after-

v/ards, were revenged by the fon of Clovis. They

maflacred their hoftagcs, as well as their cap-

tives : two hundred young maidens were tortured

with exquifite and unrelenting rage; their bodies

were torn afunder by wild horfes, or their bones

were crufhed under the weight of rolling wag-

gons; and their unburied limbs were abandoned

on the public roads, as a prey to dogs and vul-

4-'5 Jornandes de Rebus Getlcis, c. 41. p. 671. The policy of

TRtius, and the behaviour of Torlfmond, are extremely natural;

and the patrician, according to Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 7.

p. 163. )» difiniffed the prince of the Franks, by fuggelhng to him a

limilar apprehenfion. The falfe Idatius ridiculoudy pretends, that

iEtiiis paid a ciandeftine, noflurnal, vifit to the kings of the Huns

and of the Vifigoths; frcin each of whom he obtained a bribe often

thouiand pieces of gold, as the price of an undillurbed retreat.

tures.
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CHAP, tures. Such were thofe favage anceftors, whofe
XXXV.

^ ^ ' imaginary virtues have fometimes excited the

praife and envy of civilized ages '^^

!

Invafionof Neither the fpirit, nor the forces, nor the

Attiia/ reputation of Attila, were impaired by the fai-

^.0.4.52.
JLjj-g Qf (.{^e Gallic expedition. In the enfuing

fpring, he repeated his demand, of the princefs

Honoria, and her patrimonial treafures. The
demand was again rcjeded, or eluded ; and the

indignant lover immediately took the field, pafled

the Alps, invaded Italy, and befieged Aquileia

with an innumerable hoft of Barbarians. Thofe

Barbarians were unfkilled in the methods of con-

ducing a regular fiege, which, even among the

ancients, required fome knowledge, or at leaft

•
' fome praclice, of the mechanic arts. But the

labour of many thoufand provincials and captives,

whofe lives were facrinced without pity, might

execute the mod painful and dangerous work.

The fkill of the Roman artifts might be cor-

rupted to the defl:ru(5lion of their country. The

walls of Aquileia were afiauked by a formidable

train of battering rams, moveable turrets, and

engines, that threw Hones, darts, and fire **i and

the

*7 Thefe cruelties, which are pafTionately deplored by Theodoric,

the foil of Clovis (Gregory of Tours, 1. iii. c. 10. p. 190.), fuit

the time and circumftances of the invafion of Attila. His refidence

in Thurino-ia was long attefted by popular tradition ; and he is fup-

pofed to have aflembled a ccurou'.tai, or diet, in the territory of Eife-

nach. See Mafcou, ix. 30. who fettles with nice accuracy the ex-

tent of ancient Thuringia, and derives its name from the Gothic

tribe of the Thervingi.

48 JMachinis conftructis, omnibufque tormentonun generibus ad-

hibitis. Jornandes, c. 4Z. p. 673. In the thirttenth century, the

Moguls
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the monarch of the Huns employed the forcible
^^^xxv^*

impulfe of hope, fear, emulation, and intereft,

to fubvert the only barrier which delayed the

conqueft of Italy. Aquileia was at that period

one of the richeft, the mod populous, and the

ftrongefi: of the maritime cities of the Hadriatic

coaft. The Gothic auxiliaries, who appear to

have feryed under their native princes Alaric and

Antala, communicated their intrepid fpirit; and

the citizens ftill remembered the glorious and

fuccefsful refiftance, which their anceflors had

oppofcd to a fierce, inexorable Barbarian, who

difgraced the majefty of the Roman purple.

Three months were confumed without efFedt in

the fiege of Aquileia; till the want of provifions,

and the clamours of his army, compelled Attila

to relinquifli the enterprife; and relu6lantly to

ilTue his orders, that the troops fliould flrike

their tents the next morning, and begin their

retreat. But as he rode round the walls, pen-

five, angry, and difappointed, he obferved a ftork,

preparing to leave her neft, in one of the tovv^ers,

and to fly with her infant family towards the

country. He feized, with the ready penetration

of a flatefman, this trifling incident, which chance

•had ofl^ered to fuperftition ; and exclaimed, in a

Moguls battered the cities of China with large engines, conftru(5led

by the Mahometans or Chriftians in their fervice, which threw {tones

from 150 to 300 pounds weight. In the defence of their countrv,

the Chinefe ufed gunpowder, and even bombs, above an hundred

•years before they were known in Europe
;

yet oven thofe celeftia!,

•or infernal, arms were infufiicient to protect a pufiihmimous nation,

?eeGaubil. Kill, des Mongous, p. 70,71. 155. 157, &c.

loud
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^xxxv!*"
^^^^ ^"^ cheerful tone, that fuch a domeftic

Cp-v-—'
birdj fo conftantly attached to human fociety,

would never have abandoned her ancient feats,

unlefs thofe towers had been devoted to impend-

ing ruin and folitude*^ The favourable omen
infpired an afTurance of vidlory ; the fiege was

renewed, and profccuted with frefh vigour ; a

large breach was made in the part of the wall

from whence the llork had taken her flight j the

Huns mounted to the afTault with irrefiilible fury;

and the fucceeding generation could fcarcely dif-

cover the ruins of Aquileia^°. After this dread-

ful chaftifement, Attila purfued his march j and

as he paffed, the cities of Altinum, Concordia,

and Padua, were reduced into heaps of Hones and

afhes. The inland tov/ns, Vicenza, Verona, and

Bergamo, were expofed to the rapacious cruelty

of the Huns. Milan and Pavia fubmitted, with-

out refiflance, to the lofs of their wealths and

applauded the unufual clemency, which preferv-

ed from the flames the public, as well as private,

buildings j and fpared the lives of the captive

multitude. The popular traditions of Comum,
Turin, or Modena, may juft:ly be fufpefled; yet

49 The fame ftory is told by Jornandcs, and by Piocopius (de

Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. 187, 188.): nor is it eafy to decide,

• which is the original. But the Greek, hiftorian is guilty of an inex-

cufeable miftake, in placing the fiege of Aquileia after the death of

JEuus..

S° Jornandes, about an hundred years afterwards, affirms, that

Aquileia was fo completely rui\ied, ita ut vix ejus veftigia, ut appa-

,
reant, reliquerint. See Jornandes de Reb. Geticis, c. 41. p. 673.

Piul. Diacon. 1. ii. c. 14. p. 785. Liutprand. Hift. 1. iii. c. 2.

The name of Aquileia was fometim^s applied to Forum Julii (Ci-

vidad del Friuli), the more recent capital of the Venetian province. -

they
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they concur with more authentic evidence to ^^^^y^*

prove, that Attila fpread his ravages over the ' /—

»

rich plains of modern Lombardy j which are

divided by the Po, and bounded by the Alps and

Apennine ". When he took pofTeflion of the

royal palace of Milan, he was furprifed, and of-

fended, at the fight of a pidure, which repre-

fented the C^efars feated on their throne, and the

princes of Scythia proftrare at their feet. The

revenge which Attila infiided on this monument

of Roman vanity, was harmlefs and ingenious.

He commanded a painter to reverfe the figures,

and the attitudes j and the emperors were deli-

neated on the fame canvafs, approaching in a

fuppliant pofture to empty their bags of tributary

gold before the throne of the Scythian monarch'%

The fpeflators muft have confefl^ed the truth and

propriety of the alteration ; and were perhaps

tempted to apply, on this fingular occafion, the

well-known fable of the difpute between the lioa

and the man ".

St In defcriblng this war of Attila, a war Co famous, but fo im-

perfeclly known, I have taken for my guides two learned Italians,

who conlidered the fubjeft with fome peculiar advantages; Sigonius,

de Imperio Occldentaii, 1. xiii. in his works, torn. i. p. 495 — 502.

;

and Muratori, Annali d'ltaiia, torn. iv. p. 229—236, Svo edition.

J* This article may be found under two different articles (^eJuXarji"

and HOivKot) of the mifcellaneous compilation of Suidas.

5J Leo refpondit, himiana hoc pi(51um manu :

Videres hominem dfjcftum, fi pingcre

Leoncs fc:rcnt. Appendix ad Phxdrum, Fab. xxv.

The lion in Pii^edrus very fooliflily appeals from pifturcs to the am-

pliiiheatre : and I am glad to obfervc, that the native tafte of La

Fontaine (1. iii. fable X.) has omitted this moft lame and impotent

conclufion.

It
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^Jl,tJ' It is a faying worthy of the ferocious pride ofXXXV. . .,
t 1 r

i.,.-,.^^-^ Attila, that the grals never grew on the fpot

fion"of the
^^^^^^ ^is horfe had trod. Yet the favage de-

repubiicof ftroyer undefignedly laid the foundations of a

republic, which revived, in the feudal ftate of

EuropCj the art and fpirit of connmercial induftry.

The celebrated name of Venice^ or Venetia '%
was formerly diffufed over a large and fertile

province of Italy, from the confines of Pannonia

to the river Addua, and from the Po to the Rhas-

tian and Julian Alps. Before the irruption of

the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities fiourifhed in

peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the

mofl: confpicuous flation: but the ancient dignity

of Padua was fupported by agriculture and ma-
nufactures; and the property of five hundred

citizens^ who were entitled to the equeftrian rank^

mull have amounted, at the ftrideft computation,

to one million feven hundred thoufand' pounds.

Many families of Aquileia, Padua, and the adja-

cent towns, who fled from the fword of the Huns,-

found a fafe, though obfcure, refuge in the neigh-

bouring iflands ". At the extremity of the Gulf,

54 Paul the Deacon (de Geftis Langobard. 1. ii. c. 14.. p. 7S4.)

delcribes the provinces of Italy about the end of the eighth century.

Venetia non folura in paucis inlulis qiias nunc Venetias dicimus, con-i

ilat; fed ejus terminus a Pannonis; finibus ufque Adduam fluviunx

protelatur. The hiftoiy of that province till the age of Charlemagne

forms the fii^ft and moft intereftlng part of the Verona Illuftrata

(p, I— 388'.), in which the marquis Scipio MafFei has fliewn himfelf

equally capable of enlarged views and minute difquifitions.

55 This emigration is not attclled by any contemporary evidence r

but the fafh is proved by the event, and the circiimftances might be

preferved by tradition. The citizens of Aquileia retired to the Ifie

of Gradus, thofe of Padua to Rivus Altus, or Rialtc, where the

sity of Venice was aiisrwauh buiit, Sec,

§ where
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where the Hadriatic feebly imitates the tides of ^Jt^y'
the ocean, near an hundred fmall iflands are fepa-

rated by (hallow water from the continent, and

protefted from the waves by feveral long flips of

land, which admit the entrance of veflTels through

fome fecret and narrow channels ^^. Till the

middle of the fifth century, thefe remote and

fequeltered fpots remained without cultivation,

with few inhabitants, and almoft without a name.

But the manners of the Venetian fugitives, their

arts and their government, were gradually form-

ed by their new fituation j and one of the epiflles

of CafTiodorius ", which defcribes their condition

about feventy years afterwards, may be confider-

ed as the primitive monument of the republic.

The minifter of Theodoric compares them., in his

quaint declamatory ftyle, to water* fowl, who had

fixed their nefts on the bofom of the waves ; and

though he allows, that the Venetian provinces

had formerly contained many noble families, he

infinuates, that they were now reduced by mis-

fortune to the fame level of humble poverty.

Fifli was the common, and almoft the univerfal,

s^ The topography and antiquities of the Venetian iflands, from

Gradus to Clodia, or Chioggia, are accurately ftated in the Difl'er-

tatio Chorographica de Italia, Medii ^vi, p. 151 — 155.

57 Caffiodor. Variar. 1. xii. epift. 24. Maftei (Verona Illuftrata,

parti, p. 240—254.) has tranflated and explained this curious let-

ter, in the fpirit of a learned antiquarian and a faithful fubject, who
confidered Venice as the only legitimate offspring of the Roman re-

public. He fixes the date of the epiftle, and confequently the pra:-

tefture, of Cafllodorius, A. D. 523. ; and the marquis's authority

has the more weight, as he had prepared an edition of his works, and

aftually publiftied a DilTertation on the true orihcgrnphy of his

name. See Olltrvazioni Letlcrairc, toni. ii. p. 290—339.

food
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^xxxv*'
^°°^ °^ every rank : their only treafure confided

in the plenty of fait, which they extradted fronn

the fea : and the exchange of that commodity,

fo effential to human life, was fubftituted in the

neighbouring markets to the currency of gold

and filver. A people, whofe habitations might

be doubtfully afligned to the earth or water, foon

became alike familiar with the two elements

;

and the demands of avarice fucceeded to thofe

of neceffity. The iflanders, who, from Grado

to Chiozza, were intimately conneded with each

other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by

the fecure, though laborious, navigation of the

rivers and inland canals. Their vefTels, which

were continually increafing in fize and number,

vifited all the harbours of the Gulfj and the mar-

riage, which Venice annually celebrates with the

Hadriatic, was contrafled in her early infancy.

The epiftle of Caffiodorius, the Prsetorian priE-

fe6l, is addrefled to the maritime tribunes : and

he exhorts them, in a mild tone of authority, to

animate the zeal of their countrymen for the pub-

lic fervice, which required their afliftance to

tranfport the magazines of wine and oil from the

province of Iftria to the royal city of Ravenna.

The ambiguous office of thefe magiftrates is ex-

plained by the tradition, that, in the twelve prin-

cipal iflands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were

created by an annual and popular eledlion. The

exigence of the Venetian republic under the

Gothic kingdom of Italy, is attefted by the fame

authentic record, which annihilates their lofty

clairei
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claim of original and perpetual independ- *^^^^'

ence ^\ ^
^j—

'

The Italians, who had long fince renounced
^"J^^^^^^

the exercife of arms, were furprifed, afcer forty to the Ro-

years peace, by the approach of a formidable

Barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the enemy

of their religion, as well as of their republic.

Amidft the general confternation, iErius alone

was incapable of fear; but it was impofTible that

he (liould atchieve, alone, and unaffifted, any

military exploits worthy of his former renown.

The Barbarians who had defended Gaul, refufed

to march to the relief of Italy; and the fuccours

promifed by the Eaftern emperor were diftant and

doubtful. Since jiEtius, at the head of his do-

meftic troops, ftill maintained the field, and ha-

rafled or retarded the march of Attila, he never

ihewed himfelf more truly great, than at the time

when his conduct was blamed by an ignorant and

ungrateful people ". If the mind of Valentinian

had been fufceptible of any generous fentiments,

he would have chofen fuch a general for his ex-

ample and his guide. But the timid grandfon of

58 See, in the fecond volume of Amelot de la Houffaie Hiftoire

du Gouvernement de Venife, a tranflaiion of the famous Squittlnlo.

This book, which has been exalted far above its merits, is Itained,

in every line, with the difingenuous malevolence of party : but the

principal evidence, genuine and apocryphal, is brought together,

and the reader will eafily chufe the fair medium.

59 Sirmond (Not. ad Sidon. Apollin. p.- 19.) has publiflied a

curious pafTage from the Chronicle of Profper. Attila redintegratis

viribus, quas in Gallia amiferat, Itallani ingredi per Pannonias in-

tendit ; nihil duce noftro ^tio fi-cundum prioris belli opera profpi-

-ciente, &c. He reproaches .ffitius with negle6^ing to guard the

Alps, and with a defign to abandon Italy : but this rafh cenfure may
ax leaft be counterbalanced by the favourable teftimonies of Idatius

and Ifidore.

Vol, VI. K Theo-
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^xxxv^'
"^^^o^o^^'^s, inftead of (baring the dangers, ef-

caped from the found of war ; and his hafty

retreat from Ravenna to Rome, from an impreg-

nable fortrefs to an open capital, betrayed his

fecret intention of abandoning Italy, as foon as

the danger fhould approach his Imperial perfon.

This fliamefiil abdication was fufpended, how-

ever, by the fpirit of doubt and delay, which

commonly adheres to pufiUanimoiis counfels, and

fometimes correfts their pernicious tendency.

The Weflern emperor, with the fenate and peo-

ple of Rome, embraced the more falutary refo-

lution of deprecating, by a folemn and fupplianc

cmbalTy, the wrath of Attila. This important

commifTion was accepted by Avienus, who, from

his birth and riches, his confular dignity, the

numerous train of his clients, and his perfonal

abilities, held the firft rank in the Roman fenate.

The fpecious and artful charafler of Avienus ^%

was-admirably qualified to condu6t a negociation,

either of public or private intereft : his colleague

Trigetius had exercifcd the Prastorian prasfec-

ture of Italy J and Leo, bi(hop' of Rome, con-

fented to expofe his life for the fafety of his flock.

The genius of Leo "' was exercifed and difplayed

f>° See the original portraits of Avienus, and his rival Bafilius>

delineated and contrafled in, the epiftles (i. g. p. 21.) of Sidoniiis.

He had ftudied the characters of the two chiefs of the fenate ; But he

attached himfelf to Bafilius, as the more folid and difinterefted friend.

^i The charafter and principles of Leo, may l>e traced in one hun-

dred and forty-one original epiftles, which iliuftrate the ecclefiailical

hillory of his long and bufy pontificate, from A. D. 44.0, to 461.

See Dupin, Bibliotheque Ecclefiailique, torn. iii. part ii, p. izo—
165.

ia
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in the public misfortunes; and he has deferved
S^^jcv^'

the appellation of Greatj by the fuccefsful zeal,

with which he laboured to eftablifh his opinions,

and his authority, under the venerable names of

orthodox faith, and ecclefiaftical difcipline. The

Roman ambafladors were introduced to the tent

of Attila, as he lay encamped at the place where

the flow-winding Mincius is lofl: in the foaming

waves of the lake Benacus", and trampled with

his Scythian cavalry the farms of Catullus and

Virgil ^\ The Barbarian monarch liftened with

favourable, and even refpedlful, attention ; and

the deliverance of Italy was purchafed by the im-

menfe ranfom, or dowry, of the princefs Honoria,

The ftare of his army might facilitate the treaty,

and haften his retreat. Their martial fpirit was

relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm

climate. The fliepherds of the North, whofe

ordinary food confifted of milk and raw flefh, in-

dulged themfelves too freely in the ufe of bread,

of wine, and of meat, prepared and feafoned by

the arts of cookery j and the progrefs of difeafe

6- tardis ingens iibi flexibus errat

Mincjas, et tenera picetexit arundine ripas

Anne lacus tantos, te Lari maxime, teque

FIa>5l!bus, et fremitu alTorgens Benace marlno.

'5 The Marquis MafFei (Verona Illuftra, part i. p. 95. 129, 221.

part ii. p. ii. 6.) has illullrated with talle and learning this intereft-

ing topography. He places the interview of Attila and St. Leo near

Ariolica, or Ardelica, now Pefchiera, at the conflux of the lake and
|-iver; alcertalns the villa of Catullus, in the deliglitful penlnfula

of Sarmio, and difcovers the Andes of Virgil, in the village of

Bandes, precifely fituate, qua fe fubducere colles incipiunt, where

the Veronefs hills imperceptibly dope dowoj into the plain of Mantua.

K a revenged
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^J^^.^' revenged in fome meafure the injuries of the Ita-

w—^—' lians^*. When Attila declared his refolution of

carrying his viftorious arms to the gates of Rome,

he was admonifhed by his friends, as well as by

his enemies, that Alaric had not long furvived

the conqueft of the eternal city. His mind, fu-

perior to real danger, was aflaulted by imaginary

terrors; nor could he efcape the influence of

fuperftition, which had fo often been fubfervient

to his defigns ^\ The preffing eloquence of Leo,

his majeftic afpecl, and facerdotal robes, excited

the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual father of

the Chriftians. The apparition of the two apoftkr,

St. Peter and St. Paul, who menaced the Bar-

barian with infliant death, if he rejeded the prayer

of their fucceffor, is one of the nobleft legends of

ecclefiaftical tradition. The fafety ofRome might

deferve the interpofition of ccleflial beings ; and

jbme indulgence is due to a fable, which has been

reprefentcd by the pencil of Raphael, and the

chifTeiof Algardi".

<''4 Si ftatini infefto aginlne urbem petillTent, jrande difcrimen

cflet: fed in Vcnetia quo fere traftu Italia molliffima eft, ipsa foli

cosiique dementia robur elarrguit. Adhoc panis usu carnifque

coctas, et dulcedine vini mitigates, &c. This paflage of Florus

(iii. 3.) is ftill more applicable to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and

it may ferve as a commentary on the eelejlial plague, with which Ida-

t us and Ifidorc have atSifted the troops of Attila.

^J The hilloriajj Prilbus had pofitively mentioned the efFeft which

this example produced on the mind of Attila. Jurnandes, c. 42.

P- 673-
^^ The pi<Sure of Raphael is in the Vatican; the baflb (or per-

-

haps the alto) relievq of Algardi, on one of the alfars of St. PeterS

(fee Dubos, Rcdexions fur la Foelie et fur la Peinture, torn. i.

P- 559* fi^O' Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 45a. N° 57, 58.)

bravely fullains the truth of the apparition ; which is rejected, how-

ever, by the moft karneil and pious Catholics.

Before.
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' Before the king of the Huns evacuated Italy,
*^xxxv^'

he threatened to return more dreadful, and more > , »

implacable, if his bride, the princefs Honoria, ^f ^Jfa^

were not delivered to his ambaffadors within the A.D.453,

term ftipulated by the treaty. Yet, in the mean

while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety, by add-

ing a beautiful maid, whofe name was Ildico,

to the lift of his innumerable wives '^ Their

marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and

fcftivity, at his wooden palace beyond the Da-

nube ; and the monarch, opprelTed with wine

and fleep, retired, at a late hour, from the ban-

quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con-

tinued to refpeft his pleafures, or his repofe, the

greateft part of the enfuing day, till the unufual

filence alarmed their fears and fufpicions ; and,

after attempting to awaken Attila by loud and

repeated cries, they at length broke into the

royal apartment. They found the trembling

bride fitting by the bedfide, hiding her face with

her veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well

as the death of the king, who had expired during

67 Attila, ut Prifcus hiftorlcus refert, extinftionis fuas tempore,

puellam Ildico nomine, decoiam valde, fibi matrimonium poft in-

numerabiles uxoies . . . focians. Jornandes, c. 4.9. p. 683, 684..

He afterwards adds (c. 50. p. 686.), Filii Attilx, quorum per licen-

tiam libidinis pcene populus fuit. Polygamy has been eftabliftietli

among the Tartars of eveiy age. The rank of plebeian wives is

regulated only by their perfonai charms 5 and the faded matron pre-

pares, without a murmur, the bed which is deftined for her bloom-

ing rival. But in royal families, the daughters of Khans commu-

nicate to their fons a prior right of inheritance. See Genealogical

Hiftory, p. 406, 407, 40S.

K 3 the
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CHAP, the night ^'. An artery had fuddenly burft
-,

and as Attila lay in a fupine pofture, he was fuf-

focated by a torrent of blood, which, inftead of

finding a paflage through the noftrils, regurgi-

tated into the lungs and ftomach. His body was

folemnly expofed in the midft of the plain, un-

der a filken pavilion j and the chofen fquadrons

of the Huns, wheeling round in meafured evo-

lutions, chaunted a funeral fong to the memory
of a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in his

death, the father of his people, the fcourge of

his enemies, and the terror of the world. Ac-

cording to their national cuflom, the Barbarians

cut off a part of their hair, galhed their faces

with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiant

leader as he deferved, not with the tears of wo-

men, but with the blood of w^arriors. The re-

mains of Attila were inclofed within three coffins,

of gold, of filver, and of iron, and privately

buried in the night : the fpoils of nations were

thrown into his grave j the captives who had

opened the ground were inhumanly malTacred i

and the fame Huns, who had indulged fuch ex-

ceiTive grief, feaftcd, with difTolute and intem-

perate mirth, about the recent fepulchre of their

king. It was reported at Conftantinople, that on

68 The report of her guilt reached Conftantinople, where it ob-

tained a very different name ; and Marcellinus obferves, that the

tyrant of Europe was flain in the night by the hand, and the knife,

of a woman. Corneille, who has adapted the genuine account to

his tragedy, defcribes the irruption of blood in forty bomball lines,

jjr)d Attila exclaims, with ridiculous fury,

S'il ne veut s'arreter (his Mood),

(Dit-il) on me payera ce qui m'en va center.

the
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the fortunate night in which he expired, Marcian ^J^^^-
beheld in a dreann the bow of Attila broken y -^ ^
afunder: and the report may be allowed to prove,

how feldom the image of that formidable Bar-

barian was abfent from the mind of a Roman
emperor *'.

The revolution which fubverted the enrrpire of P^'^'""'^-
tion of his

the Huns, eftabliflied the fame of Attila, whofe empire,

genius alone had fuftained the huge and disjoint-

ed fabric. After his death, the boldeft chief-

tains afpired to the rank of kings j the moft pow-

erful kings refufed to acknowledge a fuperiorj

and the numerous fons, whom fo many various

mothers bore to the deceafed monarch, divided

and difputed, like a private inheritance, the fo-

vereign command of the nations of Germany and

Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt and reprefented

the difgrace of this fervile partition; and his fub-

jefts, the warlike Gepid^, with the Oftrogoths,

under the condudt of three valiant brothers, en-

- couraged their allies to vindicate the rights of

freedom and royalty. In a bloody and decifive

conflict on the banks of the river Netad, in Pan-

nonia, the lance of the Gepidas, the fword of the

Goths, the arrows of the Huns, the Suevic in-

fantry, the light arms of the Heruli, and the

heavy weapons of the Alani, encountered or fup-

ported each other j and the viftory of Ardaric

was accompanied with the flaughter of thirty

*9 The curious circumftances of the death and funeral of Attila,

are related by Jornandes (c. 49. p. 683, 6S4-, 685.), and were

probably tranfcribed from Prifcus.

K 4 thoufand
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CHAP, thoufand of his enemies. Ellac, the eldeft Ton
XXXV.

of Attila, loft his life and crown in the memo-
rable battle of Netad : his early valour had raifed

him to the throne of the Acatzires, a Scythian

people, v/hom he fubdiied; and his father, who

loved the fuperior merit, would have envied the

death, of Ellac '°. His brother Dengifich, with

an army of Huns, ftill formidable in their flight

and ruin, maintained his ground above fifteen

years on the banks of the Danube. The palace

of Attila, with the old country of Dacia, from

the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the

feat of a new power, which was ere6led by Ar-

daric, king of the Gepid^e. The Pannonian

conquefts, from Vienna to Sirmium, were occu-

pied by the Oftrogoths ; and the fettlements of

the tribes, who had fo bravely alTerted their native

freedom, were irregularly diftributed, according

to the meafure of their refpedlive ftrength. Sur-

rounded and opprefTed by the multitude of his

father's flaves, the kingdom of Dengifich was

confined to the circle of his waggons j his def-

perate courage urged him to invade the Eaftern

empires he fell in battle; and his head, igno-

minioufly expofed in the Hippodrome, exhibited

a grateful fpeclacle to the people of Conftan-

tinople, Attila had fondly or fuperftitioufly be^

70 See Jornandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 50. p. 685, 686, 687,

^88. His diftinftion of the national arms is curious and important.

Nam ibi admirandum reor fuifle fpeflaculum, ubi cernere erat cunc..

tis, pugnantem Gothum enfe furentem, Gepidam in vulnere fuorum

cunfia tela frangentcm, Suevum pede, Hunnum fagitia praefume^e,

Alanum gravi, Herulum levi, armatura, aciem inftruere. I am not

precifely ii^formed of the lituation of the river Netad.

lieved^
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lieved, that Irnac, the youngeft of his fons, was c^H A^P-

deftined to perpetuate the glories of his race. <^.,^„ J
The charafter of that prince, who attempted to

moderate the rafhnefs of his brother Dengifich,

was more fuitable to the declining condition of

the Huns i and Irnac, with his fubj eel hords, re-

tired into the heart of the LelTer Scythia. They

were foon overwhelmed by a torrent of new Bar-

barians, who followed the fame road which their

own anceftors had formerly difcovered. The

Ceougen^ or Avares, whofe refidence is afligned

by the Greek writers to the fhores of the ocean,

impelled the adjacent tribes; till at length the

Igours of the North, iffuing from the cold Sibe-

rian regions, which produce the mod valuable

furs, fpread themfclves over the defert, as far as

the Borifthenes and Cafpian gates j and finally

extinguifhed the empire of the Huns ".

Such an event might contribute to the fafety ValeminU

of the Eallern empire, under the reign of a deis the

prince, who conciliated the friendfhip, without ^^"^5^"

forfeiting the efteem, of the Barbarians. But A.D.454,

the emperor of the Weft, the feeble and diflblute

Valentinian, who had reached his thirty-fifth

year without attaining the age of reafon or cou-

rage, abufed this apparent fecurity, to undermine

the foundations of his own throne, by the mur-

der of the patrician ^tius. From the inftin6t

T' Two modern hiftorians have thrown much new light on the

ruin and divifion of the empire of Attila. M. de Biiat, by his la-

borious and minute diligence (torn. viii. p. 3—31, 68— 94.) 5 and

}A. de Guignes, by his extraordinary knowledge of the Chinefe lan-

guage and writers. See Hid. des Hun?, torn, ii, p. S'5~3*9'

of
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CHAP, of a bafe and jealous mind, he hated the man
"XXXV

i_ ^
'. who was univerfally celebrated as the terror of

the barbarians, and the fupport of the republic

;

and his new favourite, the eunuch HeracJius,

awakened the emperor from the fupine lethargy,

which might be difguifed, during the life of

Placidia '*, by the cxcufe of filial piety. The
fame of JEtius, his wealth and dignity, the nu-

merous and martial train of Barbarian followers,

his powerful dependents, who filled the civil

offices of the ftate, and the hopes of his fon

Gaudentius, who was already contra6led to Eu-

doxia, the emperor's daughter, had raifed him

above the rank of a fubjed. The ambitious de-

figns, of which he was fecretly accufed, excited

the fears, as well as the refentment, of Valenti-

nian. iEtius himfelf, fupported by the confciouf-

nefs of his merit, his fervices, and perhaps his

innocence, feems to have maintained a haughty

and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician offended

his fovereign by an hoftile declaration ; he aggra-

vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify,

with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation and

alliance; he proclaimed his fufpicions; he ne-

glefted his fafety j and from a vain confidence

that the enemy, whom he defpifed, was incapable

7* Placidia died at Rome, November 27, A. D. 450. She was

buried at Ravenna, where her fepulchre, and even her corpfe, feated

in a chair of cyprefs wood, were preferved for ages. The emprefs

received many connpllnients from the orthodox clergy; and St. Peter

Chryfologus afTured her, that her zeal for the Trinity had been rc-

compenfed by an auguft trinity of children. See Tillemont, Hift,

de* Emp. torn. vi. p. 240.

even
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even of a manly crime, he ralhly ventured his9^^^P*

perfon in the palace of Rome, Whilfl he urged, v.-_^^»_l^

perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the mar-

riage of his fo.ni Valentinian, drawing his fword,

the firft fword he had ever drawn, plunged it in

the breaft of a general who had faved his empire :

his courtiers and eunuchs ambitioully ftruggled

to imitate their mafter j and ^tius, pierced with

an hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal pre-

fence. Boethius, the Praetorian pra3fe(5l, was

killed at the fame moment j and before the event

could be divulged, the principal friends of the

patrician were fummoned to the palace, and

feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated

by the fpecious names of juftice and neceflity,

was immediately communicated by the emperor

to his foldiers, his fubje^ts, and his allies. The
nations, who were ftrangers or enemies to iEtius,

generoufly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero

:

the Barbarians, who had been attached to his

fervice, diffembled their grief and refentment;

and the public contempt, which had been fo

long entertained for Valentinian, was at once

converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence.

Such fentiments feldom pervade the walls of a

palace; yet the emperor was confounded by the

honeft reply of a Roman, whofe approbation he

had not difdained to folicit. " I am ignorant,

** Sir, of your motives or provocations ; I only

** know, that you have aded like a man who
<* cuts off his right hand with his left "."

The

yi Aetium Placldus maftavit femivir amens, is the cxprefTion of

Sldoiiius (Panegyr, Avit. 355.)* ^^^ P°^^ knew the world, and

was
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CHAP. The luxury of Rome feems to have attrafled

\_ -^- ._.' the Jong and frequent vifits of Valencinianj who

vlfterthe
^^^ confequently more defpifed at Rome, than in

•wife of any other part of his dominions. A republican
Maximus. ^ . . . ^ _,

,
..... , .

Ipint was mienlibly revived \n the lenate, as their

authority, and even their fupplics, became ne-

ceffary for the fupport of his feeble government.

The {lately demeanour of an hereditary monarch

offended their pride j and the pleafures of Valen-

tinian were injurious to the peace and honour of

noble families. The birth of the emprefs Eu-

doxia was equal to his own, and her charms and

tender affection deferved thofe teftimonies of

love, which her inconftant hufband diffipated in

vague and unlawful amours. Petronius Maxi-

mus, a wealthy fenatorof the Anician family, who
had been twice conful, was poffeffed of a chafte

and beautiful wife : her obflinate refiftance ferved

only to irritate the defires of Valentinian ; and

he refolved to accomplifh them either by ftrata-

gem or force. Deep gaming was one of the

vices of the court : the emperor, who, by chance

or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a con-

liderable fum, uncourteoufly exa6ted his ring as

a fecurity for the debtj and fent it by a trufty

meffenger to his wife, with an order, in her

hufband's name, that fhe fliould immediately at-

tend the emprefs Eudoxia. The unfufpeding

wife of Maximus was conveyed in her litter to

the Imperial palace j the emiffaries of her impa-

tient lover conduced her to a remote and filent

was not inclined to flatter a minifter who had injured or difgraced

Avitus and Majorian, the lucceflive heroes of his fong.

bed-
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bed-chamber: and Valentinian violated, without chap.
r t r • • TT XXXV.

remorfe, the laws of hofpuality. Her tears, . ^^—

j

when fhe returned home ; her deep affliflion j and

her bitter reproaches againfi: her hufband, whom
fhe confidered as the accomplice of his own
fhame, excited Maximus to a juft revenge; the

defire of revenge was ftimulated by ambition

;

and he might reafonably afpire, by the free

fuilVage of the Roman fenate, to the throne of a

dctefted and defpicable rival. Valentinian, who

fuppofed that every human bread was devoid, like

his own, of friendfliip and gratitude, had impru-

dently admitted among his guards feveral domef-

tics and followers of iEtius. Two of thcfe, of Bar-

barian race, were perfuaded to execute a facred

and honourable duty, by punifhing with death

the aflalTin of their patron ; and their intrepid

courage did not long expect a favourable mo-

ment. Whilft Valentinian amufed himfelfin the

field of Mars with the fpeftacle of fome military

fports, they fiiddenly rufhcd upon him withdrawn

weapons, difpatched the guilty Heraclius, and

dabbed the emperor to the heart, without the Denth of

lead oppofition from his numerous train, who ^^^

"^'^ '"''

feemed to rejoice in the tyrant's death. Such ^:-^\^s^'
-*

, _
•^

_
March i6,

was the fate of Valentinian the Third '*, the lad

74 With regard to the caiife and circumftances of the deaths of

^tius and Valentinian, our information is dark and imperfct^l.

Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 4.. p. 186, 1S7, 188.) is a

fabulous writer for the events which precede his own nvjmory. His

narrative muft therefore be fupplied and correfted by five or fix

Chronicles, none of which were compofed in Rome or Italy ; and

which can only cxprefs, in broken ientences, the popular rumours,

as they were conveyed to Gaul, Spain, Africa, Conitantinoplc, or

Alexandria.

Roman
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^Tcxxv^'
^^'"^^^ emperor of the family of Theodofius,

K„„^^^ jj He faithfully imitated the hereditary weaknefs of

of his coufin and his two uncles, without inhe-

riting the gentlenefs, the purity, the innocence,

which alleviate, in their charadters, the want of

fpirit and ability. Vaientinian was lefs excufable,

fince he had pafTions, without virtues : even his

religion was queftionable ; and though he never

deviated into the paths of herefy, he fcandalized

the pious Chriftians by his attachment to the pro-

fane arts of magic and divination.

Fvmptoms As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it

aud ruin, was the opinion of the Roman augurs, that the

tivelve viiliureSj which Romulus had feen, repre-

fented the Hvelve centuries, affigned for the fatal

period of his city ". This prophecy, difregarded

perhaps in the feafon of health and profperity,

infoired the people with gloomy apprehenfions,

when the twelfth century, clouded with difgrace

and misfortune, was almoft elapfed^'^s and even

pofterity muft acknowledge with fome furprife,

that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental

/ > This interpretation of Vettius, a celebrated augur, was quoted

by Varro, in the xviiith book of his Antiquities. Cenforinus, dc

Die Natall, c. 17. p. 90, 91. edit. Havercamp.

r'' According to Varro, the twelfth centuiy would expire

A. D. 4.4.7, but the uncertainty of the true ?era of Rome might

allow fome latitude of anticipation or delay. The poets of the age,

Claudian (de Bell. Getico, 165.) and Sidonins (in Panegyr.

Avit. 357-)' "'"'7 ^'^ admitted as fair witnefTes of the popular

opinion. ,

Jam reputant annos, interceptoque volatii

V.ulturis, incidunt properatis fscula metis.

Jam prope fata tui biifenas Vulturis r.las

Implebant; fcis namque tuos, fcis, Roma, labores.

See Dubos, Hill. Critique, torn. i. p. 34.0—34.6,

7 or
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5 HAP.
XXXV.or fabulous circumftance, has been ferioufly veri- Chap.

fied in the downfall of the Weftern empire. But

its fall was announced by a clearer omen than the

flic^ht of vultures : the Roman government ap-

peared every day lefs formidable to its enemies,

more odious and oppreffive to its fubjeds". The

taxes were multiplied with the public diflrefs i

ceconomy was negle6led in proportion as it be-

came necefTary j and the injuflice of the rich

fhifted the unequal burden from themfelves to

the people, whom they defrauded of the induU

gencies that might fometimes have alleviated their

mifery. The fevere inquificion, which confif-

cated their goods, and tortured their perfons,

compelled the fubjefls of Valentinian to prefer

the more fimple tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly

to the woods and mountains, or to embrace the

vile and abject condition of mercenary fervants.

They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi-

tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces of

Gaul, and the greateft part of Spain, were

thrown into a flate of diforderly independence,

by the confederations of the BagaudcEi and the

Imperial minifters purfued with profcriptive laws,

and ineffectual arms, the rebels whom they had

made '% If all the Barbarian conquerors had

been

77 The fifth book of Salvian is filled with pathetic lamentations,

and vehement inveftives. His immoderate freedom fei'ves to prove

the weaknefs, as well as the corruption, of the Roman government.

His book was publifhed after the lofs of Africa (A. D. 439. )> ^"^

before Attila's war (A. D. 4.5 1.)-

78 The Bagaudsc of Spain, who fought pitched battles with thff

Roman troops, are re;peatedly mentioned in the Chronicle of Idatius.

Salvian
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*^J?.^^- been annihilated in the fame hour, their total

deftruftion would not have rcftored the empire

of the Weft : and if Rome ftill furvived, Ihe

furvived the lofs of freedom, of virtue, and of

honour.

Salvian has defciibed their diftiefs and rebellion in veiy forcible lan-

guage. Itaque nomen civium Romanorum . . . nunc ultro repu-

diatur ac fugitur, nee vile tamen fed etiam abominabile poene habetur.

. . . . £t hinc eft ut etiam hi qui ad Barbaros non confugiunt, Bar-

bari tamen effe coguntur, fcilicet ut eft pars magna Hifpanorum, et

jion minima Gallorum DeBagaudis nunc mihifermo eft, qui

per malos judices et truentos fpoliati, affliiSli, necati poftquam jus

Romanx libertatis amiferant, etiam honorem Romani nominis per-

diderunt Vocamus rebelles, vocamus perditos quos effc

compulimus criminofos. De Gubernat. Dei, 1, v. p. 158, 159.
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CHAP, xxxvi.

Snck of Rome by Gtnferic^ King of the Vandals.—His

naval Depredations.—Succejfion of the lafi Empe-

rors of the VVefi^ Maximns^ Jvitus, Majorian,

Severus., Anthemius, Olybrius^ Glyccriusj Nepos,

Jugujlulus.—Tot^J Extin5fion of the IVeflern Em-

pire.—Reign of OtUacer^ the firfi Bcrharian King

of Italy.

THE lofs or defolatlon of the provinces, from c hap.
the ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory and

^^^J^'j
greatnefs ofRome : her internal profperity was ir- Naval

rctrievably deftroyed by the feparation of Africa,
["he'van-

The rapacious Vandals confifcated the patrimo- ^^^s.

nial eftates of the fenators, and intercepted the J.^f^f''^

regular fubfidies, which relieved the poverty,

and encouraged the idlenefs, of the plebeians.

The diftrefs of the Romans was foon aggravated

by an unexpected attacl<: ; and the province, fo

long cultivated for their ufe by induflrious and

obedient fubjedlsj was armed againU; them by an

ambitious Barbarian. The Vandals and Alani,

who followed the fuccefsful ftandard of Genferic,

had acquired a rich and fertile territory, which

ftretched along the coafl: above ninety days jour-

ney from Tangier to Tripoli j but their narrow

limits were prelTed and confined, on either fide,

by the fandy defert and the Mediterranean. The
difcovery and conqueft of th!e Black nations, that

might dwell beneath the torrid zone, could not

VoL.VL JL tempt
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c H A P. tempt the rational ambition of Genferic : but he
XXXVI. -

call his eyes towards the Tea ; he refolved to

create a naval power, and his bold refolution was

executed with fleady and active perfeverance. The
woods ofmount Atlas afforded an inexhauftible nur-

iery of timber; his new fubjefls were fkilled in the

arts of navigation and Ihip-building j he animated

his daring Vandals to embrace a mode of warfare

which would render every maritime country ac-

cefTible to their arms ; the Moors and Africans

were allured by the hopes of plunder j and, after

an interval of fix centuries, the fleets that iffued

from the port of Carthage again claimed the em-

pire of the Mediterranean. The fuccefs of the

Vandals, the conqueft of Sicily, the fack of Pa-

lermo, and the frequent defcents" on the coaft of

Lucania, awakened and alarmed the mother of

Valentinian, and the filler of Theodofius. Al-

liances were formed ; and armaments, expenfive

and ineffectual, were prepared, for the deftruflion

of the common enemy j who referved his courage

to encounter thofe dangers which his policy-

could not prevent or elude. The defigns of the

Roman government were repeatedly baffled by his

artful delays, ambiguous promifes, and apparent

concefiions ; and the interpofition of his formid-

able confederate the king of the Huns, recalled

the emperors from the conqueft of Africa to the

care of their domeftic fafety. The revolutions of

thfc palace, which left the Weftern empire with-

out a defender, and without a lawful prince, dif-

pellcd the apprehenfions, and ftimulated the ava-

rice,^
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rice, of Genferic. He Immediately equipped a chap.

numerous fleet of Vandals and Moors, and call 1—,^««^

anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about three

months after the death of Valentinian, and the

elevation of Maximus to the Imperial throne.

The private life of the fenator Petronius Maxi- The cha-

I r 11 J 1 r u raderand
mus , was often alleged as a rare example ot hu- reign of

man felicity. His birth was noble and illuftrious, J-o^MaxT-

fince he defcended from the Anician family; his "^"s,

dignity was lupported by an adequate patrimony March 17.

in land and money : and thefe advantages of for-

tune v/ere accompanied with liberal arts, and de-

cent manners, which adorn or imitate the inefti-

mable gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury

of his palace and table was hofpitable and ele-

gant. Whenever Maximus appeared in public,

he was furrounded by a train of grateful and ob-

fequious clients*; and it is poffible that among

thefe clients, he might deferve and pofiefs fomc

real friends. His merit was rewarded by the

favour of the prince and fenate : he thrice exer-

cifed the office of Prsctorian pratfed of Italy; he

was twice invefted with the confulfhip, and he

obtained the rank of patrician. Thefe civil ho-

nours were not incompatible with the enjoyment

* SIdonius ApoUinaris compofed the thirteenth epiftle of the fe-

cond book, to refute the paradox of his friend Serranus, who en-

tertained a fingular, though generous, enthufiafm for the dcceafed.

emperor. This epiftle, with feme indulgence, may claim the praife

of an elegant conipofition ; and it throws much light on the charac-

ter of Maximus.

^ Clientum, prxvia, pedifequa, circumfufa, populofitas, is the

train which Sidonius himfelf (1. i. epilt. 9.) afligns to anothir fena-

tor of confular rank.

L 2 of
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^cxYvf*
^^ ^^^^^^^ ^"^ tranquillity; his hours, according

to the demands of pleafure or reafon, were accu-

rately diftributed by a water-clock ; and this ava-

rice of time may be allowed to prove the fenfe

which Maximus entertained of his own happinefs.

The injury which he received from the emperor

Valentinian, appears to excufe the moft bloody

revenge. Yet a philofopher might have rcfiecbed,

that, if the refidance of his wife had been fincere,

her chafcity was tliil inviolate, and that it could

never be reftored if fbe had confented to the will

of the adulterer. A patriot would have hefitated,

before he plunged himfelf and his country into

thofe inevitable calamities, which mufl; follow

the extindlion of the royal houfe of Theodofius.

The imprudent Maximus difregarded thefe falu-

tary confiderations : he gratified his refentment

and ambition j he faw the bleeding corpfe of Va-

lentinian at his feet J and he heard himfelf fa-

luted emperor by the unanimous voice of the fe-

nate and people. But the day of his inaugura-

tion was the lafl: day of his happinefs. He was

imprifoned (fuch is the lively expreflion of Si-

donius) in the palace ; and after pafllng a fleep-

lefs night he fighed, that he had attained the fum-

mit of his wilhes, and afpired only to defcend

from the dangerous elevation. OpprefiTed by the

weight of the diadem, he communicated his

anxious thoughts to his friend and qusftor Ful-

gentius j and when he looked back with unavail-

ing regret on the fecure pleafures of his former

jif^, the emperor exclaimed, " O fortunate Da-

" modes.
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" modes % thy reign began and ended with the
^"xyf*

" fame dinner;" a well-known allufion, which v— -y ..j

Fulgentius afterwards repeated as an infhruftive

leflbn for princes and fubjedls.

The reign of Maximus continued about three His death,

AD A?';

months. His hours, of which he had loll the June 12.

command, were difturbed by remorfe, or guilt,

or terror, and his throne was fliaken by the fedi-

tions of the foldiers, the people, and the con-

federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon

Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late em-

peror, might tend to eftablifh the hereditary fuc-

celTion of his family j but the violence which he

offered to the emprefs Eudoxia, could proceed

only from the blind impulfe of luft or revenge.

His own wife, the caufe of thefe tragic events,

had been feafonably removed by death -, and the

widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate

her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief, and

to fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous

ufurper, whom fhe fufpe6led as the afTaffin of her

deceafed hufband, Thefe fufpicions were foon

juftified by the indifcreet confeffion of Maximus

himfelf; and he wantonly provoked the hatred of

his reluftant bride, who was ftill confcious than

Ihe defcended from a line of emperors. Froin

3 Dliiri^lus enfis cui fuper impia

Cervice pendet, non Sicula dopes

Pulcem elaborabunt faporem

:

Non avium Cithaiaeque cantus

Somnum rcducent,

Korat. Carm. iii. i.

Sidonius concludes his letter with the ftory of Damocles, vrhich Ci-

cero (Tufcuhn. Y. ao, 21.) had fo inimitably told,

L 3 the
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*^5^ P- the Eafb, however, Eudoxia could not hope to

obtain any effeclual afiiftance : her father and

her aunt Pulcheria were dead j her mother Ian-

guilhed at Jerufalem in difgrace and exile j and

the fceptre of Conftantinople was in the hands of

a ftranger. She direcfted her eyes towards Car-

thage J fecretly implored the aid of the king of

the Vandals j and perfuaded Genferic to improve

the fair opportunity of difguifing his rapacious

defigns by the fpecious names of honour, juftice,

and compafTion * Whatever abilities Maximus

might have fhewn in a fubordinate ftation, he was

found incapable of adminiftering an empire j and

though he might eafily have been informed of

the naval preparations, which were made on the

oppofite Ihores of Africa, he expefted with fu-

pine indifference the approach of the enemy,

without adopting any meafures of defence, of ne-

gociation, or of a timely retreat. When the Van-

dals difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, the

emperor was fuddenly roufed from his lediargy

by the clamours of a trembling and exafperated

multitude. The only hope which prefented it-

lelf to his ailonilhed mind was that of a preci-

pitate flight, and he exhorted the fenators to

imitate the example of their prince. But no

4- Notwithftanding the evidence of Procopius, Evagrius, Idatiiis,

IMarcellinuSj °>tc. the learned Muratorl (Annali d'ltalia, torn. iv. •

p. 249-) doubts the reality of this invitation, and obfcrves, witk

great truth, <' Non li puo dlr quanto fia facile il popolo a fognare e

" Ipacciar voci falie." But his argument, from the interval of

time and place, is extremely feetle. The figs whicli grew near

Carthage were produced to the fenate of Rome on the third day.

fooner
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fooner did Maximus appear in the ftreetSj than »^ i^ A p.

he was aflaulted by a fhower of ftones : a Roman, • ,- ^
or a Burgundian, foldier claimed the honour of

the firft wound ; his mangled body was ignomi-

nioufly caft into theTyberj the Roman people

rejoiced in the punifiiment which they had in-

fli6led on the author of the public calamities j

and the domeftics of Eudoxia fignalized their

zeal in the fervice of their miftrefs \

On the third day after the tum.ult, Genferic ^^ckcf
Rome by

boldly advanced from the port ofOftia to the theVan-

gates of the defencelefs city. Inftead of a fally a.d. 455.

of the Roman youth, there iffued from the plates •^""^ ^^'~'

an unarmed and venerable procelTion of the bifhop

at the head of his clergy^ The fearlefs fpirit of

Leo, his authority and eloquence, again mitigated

the fiercenefs of a Barbarian conqueror : the king

of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting

multitude, to protect the buildings from fire, and

to exempt the captives from torture; and although

fuch orders were neither ferioufly given, nor

ftri6lly obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious

to himfelf, and in fome degree beneficial to his

country. But Rome, and its inhabitants, were

S - - - Infidoque tibi Eurguiidio duftu

Extorquet trepidas ma6hindi principis iras,

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit. 442.

A remarkable line, which infinuates that Rome and Maximus were

betrayed by their Burgundian mercenaries.

6 The apparent fuccefs of pope Leo may be juftified by Profper,

and the Hlftcria Mifcellan. j but the improbable notion of Baronius

(A. D. 455. N° i3.)> that Genferic fpared the three apoftolical

churches, is not countenanced even by the doubtful teftimony of

the Liber Pcntifcalis,

L 4 delivered
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^v^/f" delivered to the licentioufnefs of the Vandals and

Moors, whofe blind pafiions revenged the injuries

of Carthage. The pillage lafted fourteen days

and nights j and all that yet remained of public

or private wealth, of facred or profane treafure,

was diligently tranfported to the vefTels of Gen-
feric. Among the fpoils, the fplendid relics of

two temples, or rather of two religions, exhibited

a memorable example of the viciflitude of human
and divine things. Since the abolition of Pa-

ganifm, the Capitol had been violated and aban-

doned; yet the ftatues of the gods and heroes

were ftiil refpefted, and the curious roof of gilt

bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of

Genferic ^. The holy inflruments of the Jewifli

worfhip % the gold table, and the gold candle-

llick with feven branches, originally framed ac-

cording to the particular inftruclions of God him-

felf, and which were placed in the fandluary of

his temple, had been ofrentatioufly difplayed to

the Roman people in the triumph of Titus, They

were afterwards depofited in the temple of Peace;

7 The profufion of Catulus,the firft who gijt the roof of the Capitol,

was not univerfdUy approved (Plin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 18.); but

it was far exceeded by the emperor's, and the external gilding of'

the temple coft Domitian 12,000 talents (2,4.00,0001.). The ex-

preflions of Claudian and Rutiiius (luce metalli amula . . . fflfiigia afins^

and confunduntque magoi delubra nikantia •vijus) manifeftly prove, that

this fplendid covering was not removed either by the Chriftians or the

Goths (See Donatiis, Roma Antiqua, 1. ii. c. 6. p. 125.)- ^
ihould feem, that the roof of the Capitol was decorated with gilt

ftatues, and chariots drawn by four horfes.

^ The curious reader may confult the learned and accurate treatife

of Hadrian Reland, de Spoliis Templi Hierofolymitani in Area Ti=

tiano Romae confpicuis, in izmo. Trajeiti adRhenum, 1716.

and
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and at the end of four hundred years, the fpoils xxxvi."

of Jerufalem were transferred from Rome to Car-

thage, by a Barbarian who derived his origin

from the (hores of the Baltic. Thefe ancient

monuments might attra6t the notice of curiofity,

as well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches,

enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperfti-

tion of the times, afforded more plentiful mate-

rials for facrilege j and the pious liberality of

pope Leo, v/ho melted fix filver vafes, the gift of

Conftantine, each of an hundred pounds weight,

is an evidence of the damage which he attempted

to repair. In the forty-five years, that hadelapfed

fince the Gothic invafion, the pomp and luxury of

Rome were in Tome meafure reftored j and it was

difficult either to efcape, or to fatisfy, the avarice

of a conqueror, who pofiefled leifure to colle6h,

and {hips to tranfporc, the wealth of the capital.

The imperial ornaments of the palace, the mag-

nificent furniture and wardrobe, the fideboards of

rnafly plate, were accumulated with diforderly ra-

pine : the gold and filver amounted to feveral

thoufand talents J yet even the brafs and copper

were laborioufly removed, Eudoxia herfelf, who
advanced to meet her friend and deliverer, foon

bewailed the imprudence of her own condu(51:.

She was rudely Itripped of her jewels j and the

unfortunate emprefs, with her two daughters, the

only furviving remains of the great Theodofius,

was compelled, as a captive, to follow the haughty

Vandal J who immediately hoifted fail, and re-

turned with a profperous navigation to the port

of



154 THE DECLINE AND FALL
CHAP, of Cartha.g-e°. Many thoufand Romans of both
XXXVI. "^

, - -

fexes, chofen for lome uiefLil or agreeable qualifi-

cations, Tcluftantly enribarked on board the fleet

of Genferic ; and their diftrefs was aggravated by

the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in the divifion of

the booty, feparated the wives from their huf-

bands, and the children from their parents. The
charity of Deogratias, bifhop of Carthage", was

their only confolation and fupport. He ge'neroufly

fold the gold and filver plate of the church to pur-

chafe the freedom of fome, to alleviate the flavery

of others, and to alTift the wants and infirmities of

a captive multitudej, whofe health was impaired

by the hardfhips which they had fuifered in the

pafTage from Italy to Africa. By his order, two

fpa6'ious churches were converted into hofpitals :

the fick were diftributed in convenient beds, and

liberally fupplied with food and medicines j and

the aged prelate repeated his vifits both in the day

and night, with an afTiduity that furpaffed his

Itrength, and a tender fympathy which enhanced

the value of his fervices. Compare this fcene

with the field ofCanns J andjudge between Han--

nibai and the fuccefTor of St. Cyprian".

The

9 The vefiel which tranfported the relics of the Capitol, was the

only one of the whole fleet that fuffeied Ihipwreck. If a bigoted

fophift, a Pagan bigot, had mentioned the accident, he might have

rejoiced, that this cargo of lacrilege was loft in the fea,

10 See Vifcor Vitenhs, de Perl'ecut. Vandal. 1. i, c. 8. p. ii, 12.

edit. Ruinart. Deogratias governed tlie church of Carthage only

three years. If he had not been privately buried, his corpfe would

have been torn piecemeal by the raad devotion of the people.

»' The general evidence for the dcnth of Maximus, and the fack

of Rome by the Vandals, is compriled in Sidoniris (Panegyr. Avit. .

44.1.—450.). Frocopius (de Bell, Vandal. I. i. c. 4, 5. p. iS2, 189.

Aud.
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The deaths of ^tius and Valentinian had re- ^^^/}-P-

laxed the ties which held the Barbarians of Gaul ^_ - _ '

in peace and fubordination. The feacoafi; was
J^cj^q/^Jj.

infefted by the Saxons j the Alemanni and the tus,

Franks advanced frofn the Rhine to the Seine i juiy it!^'

and the ambition of the Goths Teemed to meditate

more extenfive and permanent conquefts. The
emperor Maximus relieved himfelf, by a judicious

choice, from the weight of thefe diftant cares; he

filenced the folicitations of his friends, liftcned to

the voice of fame, and promoted a llranger to the

general command of the forces in Gaul. Avi-

tus'*, the ftranger, whofe merit was fo nobly re-

warded, defcended from a wealthy and honourable

family in the diocefe of Auvergne. The convul-

fions of the times urged him to embrace, with the

fame ardour, the civil and military profefTions;

and the indefatigable youth blended the ftudies of

literature and jurifprudence with the exercife of

arms and hunting. Thirty years of his life were

laudably fpent in the public fervice; he alternately

difplayed his talents in v/ar and negociation ; and

the foldier of iiEcius, after executing the moft im-

portant embaiTies, was raifed to the ftation of

.

Pr^torian prasfeft of Gaul. Either the merit of

Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was defi-

rous of repofe, fince he calmly retired to an eftate,

and 1. ii. c. 9. p. 255. )> Evagrius (1. ii. c. 7.); Tornandes (de

Rcb. Gcticis, c. 45. p. 677.), and the Chronicles of Idatius, Prof-

pcr, Marcellinus, and Theophanes, under the proper year.

'* The private life and elevation of Avitus muftbe deduced, with

becoming lufpicion, from the panegyric pronounced by Sidonius

Aoollinaris, his fubjciSl, and his fon-in-lavv.

whiel\



CHAP.
XXXVI.

156 THE DECLINE AND FALL

which he polTeffed in the neighbourhood of Cler-

mont. A copious ftream, ilTuing from the moun-

tain, and falling headlong in many a loud and

foaming cafcade, difcharged its waters into a lake

about two miles in length, and the villa was plea-

fantly feated on the margin of the lake. The
baths, the porticoes, the fummer and winter

apartments, were adapted to the purpofes ofluxury

and ufe j and the adjacent country afforded the

various profpedts of woods, paftures, and mea-

dows '^ In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his

leifure with books, rural fports, the pradlice of

hufbandry, and thefociety of his friends'*, he re-

ceived the Lnperial diploma, which conitituted

him mafter-general of the cavalry and infantry of

Gaul. He afTumed the military command » the

Barbarians fufpended their furyj and whatever

means he might employ, whatever conceflions he

might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the

benefits of adual tranquillity. But the fate of

Gaul depended on the Vifigothsj and the Roman

^J After the example of the younger Pliny, SIdonius (1. ii. c. 2.)

has laboured the florid, prolix, and obfcure defcription of his villa,

which bore the name (A-vitjcum), and had been the property of Avi-

tus. The precife fituation is not afcertained. Conlult however th?

notes of Savaron and Sirmond.

'•< Sidonius (1. ii. epift. 9.) has defcribed the country life of the

Gallic nobles, in a vifit which he made to his friends, whofe eftate$

were in the neighbourhood of Nifmes. The morning-hours were

fpent in the fpbanjlerium, or tennis-court j or In the library, which

was furniihed with Latin authors, profane and religious; the former

for the men, the latter for the ladies. The table was twice fei-ved,

at dinner and fupper, with hot meat (boiled and roaft) and wfne.

During the intermediate time, the company llept, took the air on

horfeback, and ufed the warm bath.

^ general
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general, lefs attentive to his dignity than to the C hap.

public intereft, did not difdain to vifit Thouloufe _ -^ - J.

in the chara6ler of an ambafTador. He was re-

ceived with courteous hofpitality by Theodoric,

the king of the Goths j but while Avitus laid the

foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful

nation, he was aftonilhed by the intelligence, that

the emperor Maximus was flain, and that Ronne

had been pillaged by the Vandals, A vacant

throne, which he might afcend without guilt or

danger, tempted his ambition'^; and the Vifi-

goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim

by their irrefiftible fuflrage. They loved the per-

fon of Avitus J they refpefted his virtues j and A.D.4.55.

they were not infenfible of the advantage, as well ^"g"^^i5-

as honour, of giving an emperor to the WcR*
-The feafon was now approaching, in which the

annual alTembly of the feven provinces v/as held

at Aries; their deliberations might perhaps be in-

fluenced by the prefence of Theodoric, and his

martial^brothers ; but their choice would naturally

incline to the moft illuftrious of their countrymen.

Avitus, after a decent refiftance, accepted the

Imperial diadem from the reprefentatives of Gaul;

and his eleftion was ratified by the acclamations

of the Barbarians and provincials. The formal

confent of Marcian, emperor of the Eaft, was fo-

licited and obtained : but the fenate, Rome, and

IS Seventy lines of panegyric (505

—

S75')> which defcribe the im-

portunity of Theodoric and of Gaul, ftrnggling to overcome the mo-
ded reluflance of Avitus, are blown away by three words of an ho-

ned hiftorian. Romanum amhijet Imperlum (Greg. Turon. 1. ii.

'-. II. in torn. ii. p. 168.),

Italy,
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^xxxv^'
^^^^^' ^^^'^'^S^^

humbled by their recent calamities,

_ -^- I fubmitted with a fecret murmur to the prefum.p-

tion of the Gallic ufurper.

Chaiaaer Thcodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for

d^Jc^Sno-
^'^^ purple, had acquired the Gothic fceptre by

oftheVifi- the murder of his elder brother Torifmond ; and

A. D. 453 he juRified this atrocious deed by the defign

—4^6.
-v^rhich his predeceflbr had formed of violating his

alliance with the empire'^. Such a crime might

not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba-

rian; but the manners of Theodoric were gentle

and humane J andpollerity may contemplate with-

out terror the original piflure of a Gothic king,

whom Sidonius had intimately obferved, in the

hours of peace and of fecial incercourfe. In an

epiftle, dated from the court of Thouloufe, the

orator fatisfies the curiofity of one of his friends,

in the following defcription "': " By the majefly

«' of his appearance, Theodoric would command
*' the refpe(ft of thofe who are ignorant of his

" merits and although he is born a prince, his

*^ merit would dignify a private ftation. He is

*^ of a middle flature, his body appears rather

" plump than fat, and in his well-proportioned

>s Ifidore, archbifiiop of Seville, who was hitnfelf of the blood

royal of the Goths, acknowledges, and alnioft juftifies (Hift. Goth,

p. 718.) the crime which their flave Jornandes had bafely difTembled

(c. 43. p. 673.).

'7 This elaborate dercription (1. i. ep. ii. p. 2—7.) was^ftated

by feme political motive. It was defigned for the public eye, and

had been fhewn by the friends of Sidonius, before it was inferted ia

the collefiion of his epiltles. The firit book was pubiifhedfeparately,^

See Tillemont, Memoiics Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. 264.

*' limbs.
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'* limbs ability is united with mufcular ftrength '^ ^Jl^J-o J
. .^ XXXVI.

" If you examine his countenance, you v»'iU dif-

*« tinguifil a high forehead, large Ihaggy eye-

*^ brows, an aquiline nofe, thin lips, a regular

«f fet of white teeth, and a fair complexion, that

*' blufhes more frequently from modefty than

" from anger. The ordinary diftribution of his

" time, as far as it is expofed to the public view,

" may be concifeiy reprefented. Before day-

** break, he repairs, with a fmall train, to his

" domeftic chapel, where the fervice is performed

" by the Arian clergy j but thofe who prefume

*' to interpret his fecret fentiments, confider this

«* afliduous devotion as the effedl of habit and po-

" licy. The refl of the morning is employed in

" the adminiftration of his kingdom. His chair

«* is furrounded by fome military officers of decent

" afpcd and behaviour: the noify crowd of his

" Barbarian guards occupies the hall ofaudience;

" but they are not permitted to ftand within the

*' veils or curtains, that conceal the council-

*' chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambaffadors

«' ofthe nations are fucceflively introduced : Theo-
*' doric liftens with attention, anfwers them with

" difcreet brevity, and either announces or de-

*^ lays, according to the nature of their bufi-

" nefs, his final relblution. About eight (the

" fecond hour) he rifcs from his throne, and vifits,

'" I have fupprefied, in this portrait of Theodoiic, feveral minute

clrcumftances, and technical phrafes, which could be tolerable, or

indeed intelligible, to thofe only who, like the contemporaries of

Sidonius, had frequented the markets where naked Haves were ex-

pofed to fale (Dubos, Hift. Critique, torn. i. p. 404..).

5 " either
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
either his treafury, or his (tables. If he chufes

to hunt, or at leail to exercife himfelf on horfe-

back, his bow is carried by a favourite youth ;

but when the game is marked, he bends it with

his own hand, and feldom miffes the obje£l of

his aim : as a king, he difdains to bear arms

in fuch ignoble warfare ; but as a foldier, he

would blufn to accept any military fervice which

he could perform himfelf. On common days>

his dinner is not different from the repaft of a

private citizen ; but every Saturday many ho-

nourable guefts are invited to the royal table^

which, on thefe occafions, is ferved with the

elegance of Greece, the plenty of Gaul, and

the order and diligence of Italy ". The gold

or fiiver plate is iefs remarkable for its weight,

than for the brightnefs and curious workman-

fhip: the taftc is gratified without the help of

foreign and coftly luxury i the fize and number

of the cups of wine are regulated with a ftridfc

regard to the laws of temperance j and the re-^

fpe6bful filence that prevails, is interrupted only

by grave and inftruftive converfation. After

dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf

in a Ihort flumberj and as foon as he wakes, he

calls for the dice and tables, encourages his

friends to forget the royal majefty, and is de-

lighted when they freely exprefs the pafTions,

which are excited by the incidents of play. At

this game, which he loves as the image of war.

^9 Videas ibi elegantlam Graecam, abnndantiam Gallicanam; ce-

leritatem Italam
;
pubiicani pompam, privatam diligentiam, regiarn

dirciplinam.
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«' he alternately difplays his eagernels, his fkill, chap.
*' his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he ylljj
*' lofcs, he laughs J he is modeft and filcntj if he

" wins. Yer, notwithftanding this leeming indif-

*' fcrence, his courtiers chufe to fblicit any fa-

*' vour in the moments of victory j and I myfelf,

'^ in my applications to the king, have derived

<^ fome benefit from my lolles''"'. About the

" ninth hour (three o'clock) the tide of bufinefs

'^ again returns, and flows incefTantly till after

«' fun-fet, v/hen the fignal of the royal fupper dif-

" milfes the weary crowd of fuppliants and
'f pleaders. At the fupper, a more familiar re-

f« paft, buffoons and pantomimes are fometimes

*^' introduced, to divert, not to offend, the com-
'^ pany, by their ridiculous wit : but female

" fingers, and the foft effeminate modes of mu-
<^ lie, are feverely banillied, and fuch martial

«f tunes as animate the foul to deeds of valour are

<^ alone grateful to the ear of Theodoric, He
'' retires from table; and the noifturnal guards

*f are immediately pofted at the entrance of the

*^ treafury, the palace, and the private apart-

•*^ ments."

When the king of the Vifigoths encouraged Hisexpe-

Avitus to affume the purple, he offered his per- c'^'°"
'"^°

'^ "^ f^ Spa-.n,

fon and his forces, as a faithful foldier of the re- A.D.456,

2°_Ti>nc etlam ego aliquiJ obfccratwrus f-"liciter vincor, et mihi

tabula peril ut caufa falvetur. Sidonius of Auveigne \vas not a fub-

jc£l of Theodoiic.; but he might be compelled to Iblicit either juftice

otfavoyr at the court of Thouloufe.

Vol. VI. M ' public.
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xxxvf* P^^^^ic*'- The exploits of Theodoric loon con-

u--v<—' vinced the worFd, that he had not degenerated

from the warlike virtues of his anceftors. After

the eltablifhment of the Goths in Aquitain, and

the paflage of the Vandals into Africa, the

Suevi, who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia,

afpired to the conqueft of Spain, and threatened

to extinguifh the feeble remains of the Roman
dominion. The provincials of Carthagena and

Tarragona, afflided by an hoftile invafion, repre-

iented their injuries and their apprehenfions.

Count Fronto was difpatched, in the name of the

emperor Avitus, with advantageous offers of

peace and alliance j and Theodoric interpofed his

weighty mediation, to declare, that, unlefs his bro-

ther-in-law, the king of the Suevi, immediately

retired, he fhould be obliged to arm in the caufe

ofjuftice and of Rome. " Tell him," replied

the haughty Rechiarius, " that I defpife his friend-

" fhip and his arms ; but that I Ihall foon try,

*' whether he will dare to expect my arrival under

" the walls of Thouloufe." Such a challenge

urged Theodoric to prevent the bold defigns of

his enemy : he palTed the Pyrenees at the head of

the Vifigoths: the Franks and Burgundians ferved

under his ftandard j and though he profefled him-

lelf the dutiful fervant of Avitus, he privately

Itipulated, for himfeif and his fuecefibrs, the ab-

*' Theodoric himfeif had given a folemn and voluntary promifeof

fidelity, which was underfiood both in Gaul and Spain.

RoiTia Aim, te duce, A.nicus,

Piincipe te, MiLEs,
Sidon. Panegyr. Avit. 511.

folute
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folute ponelTion of his Spanifli conquells. The ^ h a p.

two armies, or rather the two nations, encoun-

tered each other on the ba-nks of the river Urbi-

cus, about twelve miles from Aftorga -, and the

decifive vi6lory of the Goths appeared for a while

to have extirpated the name and kingdom of the

Suevi. From the field of battle Theodoric ad-

vanced to Braga, their metropolis, which (till re-

tained the fplendid veftiges of its ancient com-

merce and dignity". His entrance was not pol-

luted with blood, and the Goths refpecled the

chaftity of their female captives, more cfpecially

of the confecrated virgins: but the greateft part

of the clergy and people were made flaves, and

even the churches and altars were confounded in

the univerfal pillage. The unfortunate king of

the Suevi had efcaped to one of the ports of the

ocean; but the obftinacy of the winds oppofedhis

flight j he was delivered to his implacable rival;

and Rechiarius, wlio neither d&fired nor expecfted

mercy, received, with manly conitancy, the death

which he would probably have inflicled. After

this bloody facrifice to policy or refentment,

Theodoric carried his vi6torious arms as far as

Merida, the principal town of Lufitania, withou^

meeting any refiftance, except from the miracu-

lous powers of St. Eulalia; but he was ilopped in

»* Quaeque finu pelagi jaftat fe Bracara dives.

Aufon. de Claris Urbibus, p. 245.

From the defign of the king of the Suevi, it is evid:nt that the navi-

gation from the ports of Gallicia to the Tvlediterranean was known
and pra£lifcd. The rtiips of Bracara, or Braga, cautiouily Iteored

along the coaft, without daring to lofe themfelves in the Atlantic.

M 2 the
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CHAP, the full career of fuccefs, and recalled from Spain,

>
^
—

' before he could provide for the fecurity of his

conquefts. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees,

he revenged his difappointment on the country

through which he palTed, and in the fack of Pol-

lenria and Aftorga, he fliewed himfelf a faithlefs

ally, as well as a cruel enemy. Whilft the king

of the Vifigoths fought and vanquifhed in the

name ofAvicus, the reign of Avit.us had expired;

and both the honour and the intereft of Theodoric

were deeply wounded by the difgrace of a friend,

"whom he had feated on the throne of the Weftern

empire *\

Avitiis is The prefTmg felicitations of the fenate and peo-

a.d!^456, V^^> perfuaded the emperor Avitus to fix his refl-

oat. i6. dence at Rome, and to accept the confulfhip for

the enfuing year. On the firll day of January,

his fon-in-law, Sidonius Apollinaris, celebrated

his praifes in a panegyric of fix hundred verfesj

but this compofition, though it was rewarded with

a brafs ilatue ''"^, feems to contain a very moderate

proportion, either of genius or of truth. The
poet, if we may degrade that facred name, exag-

gerates the merit of a fovereign and a father j and

his prophecy of a long and glorious reign was

*> This Suevic war is the moft authentic part of the Chronicle of

Idatiiis, who, as blfkop of Iria Flavia, was himfelf a fpeilator anda

fiifterer. Jornandes (c. 4.4. p. 675, 676, 677.) has expatiated, with

pleafure, on the Gothic vitRiory.

-+ In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan's li-

brary ; among the ftatuts of famous writers and orators, Sidon.

Apoli. 1. ix. epift. 16. p. 284. Cann. viii. p. 350,

foOH!
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foon contradided by the event. Avitus, at a time ^^^^^^'
XXXv I.

when the Imperial dignity was reduced to a pre-

eminence of toil and danger, indulged himfeif in

the pleafures of Italian luxury: age had not ex-

tinguidied his amorous inclinations j and he is

accufed of infulting, with indifcreec and ungene-

rous raillery, the hufbands whofe wives he had

feduced or violated ''^ But the Romans vvere noc

inclined, either to excufe his faults, or to ac-

knowledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the

empire became every day more alienated from

each others and the ftranger of Gaul was the ob-

je6t of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate

aflerted their legitimate claim in the election of

an emperor; and their authority, which had been

originally derived from the old conftitution, was

again fortified by the adlual weaknefs of a declin-

ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might

have refilled the votes of an unarmed fenate, if

their difcontent had not been fupported, or per-

haps inflamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the

principal commanders of the Barbarian troops,

who formed the military defence of Italy. The
daughter of Wallia, king of the Vifigochs, was

the mother of Ricimer; but he was defcended,

on the father's fide, from the nation of the Suevi"^

:

^5 Luxuriofe agcre volens a fenatoiibus projesSliis eft, is the con-

cil'e expieffion of Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. xi. in torn. ii. p. 168.)

An old Chronicle (in torn. ii. p. 649.) mentions an indecent jcft of

•Avitus, which fetms more applicable to Rome than to Treves.

i^ Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 302, &c.) praifes the royal birth

of Ricimer, the lawful heir, as he chul'es to infinuati?, bolli of the

.Gothic and Suevic kingdoms.

Y M 3 his
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CHAP, his pride, or patriotifm, might be exafperated by

the misfortunes of his countrymen j and he obeyed,

with relucflance, an emperor, in whofe elevation

he had not been confuked. Plis faithful and im-

portant fervices againft the common enemy, ren-

dered him dill more formidable''^ ; and, after de-

flroying, on the coaft of Corfica, a fleet of Van-

dals, which confifted of fixty gallies, Ricimer re-

turned in triumph with the appellation of the De-

liverer of Italy. He chofe that moment to fignify

to Avitus, that his reign was at an end; and the

feeble emperor, at a diftance from his Gothic al-

lies, was compelled, after a fhort and unavailing

llruggle, to abdicate the purple. By the cle-

mency, however, or the contempt, of Ricimer"*

he was permitted to defcend from the throne, to

the more defirable (tation of bifhop of Placentia :

but the refentment of the fenate was ftill unfatif-

fied 3 and their inflexible feverity pronounced the

fentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps,

with the humble hope, not of arming the Vifi-

goths in his caufe, but of fecuring his perfon and

treafures in the fanduary of Julian, one of the

tutelar faints of Auvergne'''. Difeafe, or the

hand

*7 Seethe Chronicle of Idatiiis. Jornandes (c. 44.. p. 676.) ftyles

him, with feme truth, virum egregiuin, et pcne tunc in Italia ad ex-

ercitum fingularem.

a** Parcens innocentije Aviti, is the companionate, but contemp-

tuous, language of Victor Tunnunenfis (in Chron. apud Scaliger

Eufeb.). In another place, he calls him, vir totius fimplicitatis*

This commendation Is more humble, but it is more folidand fmcere,

than the pralfesof Sidonius.

19 He fuffered, as it is fuppofed, in the perfecutlon of Diocletian

(Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. v. p. 279. 696,). Gregory o^

Touvs^
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hand of the executioner, arrefied him on the road: chap.
XXXVI.

^yet his remains were decently tranlported to Bri- v_^-,^ k

vas, or Brioude, in his native province, and he

repofed at the feet of his holy patron ^°. Avitus

left only one daughter, the wife of Sidonius

Apoliinaris, who inherited the patrimony of his

father-in-law ; lamenting, at t!ie fame time, tlie

difappointment of his public and private expec-

tations. His refentment prompted him to join,

or at lead to countenance, the meafures of a

rebellious fa6lion in Gaulj and the poet had con-

trailed fome guilt, which it was incumbent on

him to expiate, by a new tribute of flattery to

the fucceeding emperor ^'.

The fuccefibr of Avitus prefents the welcome Chav^fter

difcovery of a great and heroic charadler, fuch as uon of

fometimes arife in a degenerate anje, to vindicate ^^i°'"'^">
^ ^ A. D. 4.57*,

the honour of the human fpecies. The emperor

Majorian has deferved the praifes of his contem-

Tours, his peculiar votary, has dedicated, to the glory of Julian the

Martyr, an entire book (de Gloria Martyrum, 1. ii. in Max. Blbliot.

Patrum, torn. xl. p. 861— 871.), in which he relates about fifty

foolirti miiacles performed by his relics.

30 Gregory of Tours (1. U. c. xi. p. 168.) is concife, but cor-

rect, in the reign of his countryman. The words of Idatius " caret

imperio, caret et vita," feem to imply, that the death of Avitus was

violent; but it muft have been fecret, fince Evagrius (1. ii. c. 7.)

could fuppofe, that he died of the plague.

3' After a inodeft appeal to the examples of his Iirethrcn, Virgil

and Horace, Sidonius honeftly conftffcs the df.bt, and promifcs pay-

ment.
Sic mihi divcrfo nuprr fub Marte cadenti

Juffilti placido Victor ut cflcm animo.

Serviat ergo tibi fcrvati lirgvia poeta?,

Atque mcx vitse laus tua fit preiium.

Sidon. Apoll. carm. iv, j*. 308.

See Du'.jos, Hift, Critique, torn. i. p. 4+3, ccc.

M 4 porarics.
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CHAP, porarles, and of pofterity ; and thefe praifes may

be ftrongly expreffed in the words of a judicious

and difinterefted hiftorian : " That he was gentle

*f to his fubjeds; that he v/as terrible to his ene-

'^ mies ; and that he excelled in evsry virtue,

<' all his predeceffors who had reigned over the

<^ Romans'''." Such a teftimony may j^ftify at

leafi: the panegyric of Sidonius j and we may

acquiefce in the alTurance, that, although the

obfequious orator would have flattered, with

equal zeal, the m.ofl worthlefs of princes, the

extraordinary merit of his object confined him,

on this occafion, within the bounds of truth ^^

Majorian derived his name from his maternal

grandfather, v;ho, in the reign of the great Theo»

dofius, had commanded the troops of the Illyrian.ji

frontier. He gave his daughter in marriage to

the father of Majorian, a refpedable officer, who

adminiftered the revenues of Gaul v;ich fl-iiil and

integrity; and generoufly preferred the friendship

of ^tius, to the tempting offers of an infidious

court. His fon, the future emperor, who v/as

educated in the profefllon of arms, difplayed,

from his early youth, intrepid courage, premature

>" The words of Proccpius delerve to be tianfcnbed; uta: yaf o

ir.ifflif and afterwards, «vn? ra f^iv ek; th^ virnfAcai; fAivfio; ysy^^ci)^, <}'c/S-?fo;

J: T3 s? T-af 7^fi^£/x!<;'J? (de Bell. Var.da!. 1, i. c. 7. p, 194.); a con-

cife but comprthenfive definition of loya! virtue.

3 5 The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before the end of the

year 458, while the emperor was ilill conful. It has more art than

, genius, and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfe or tri-

vial; the expreflion is feeble and prolix: and Sidonius wants the

fkill to exhibit the principal figure in a ftrong and dlftinfl light. The
private life of Mjjonan eccupies about two hundied lines, 107 —
3C5.

wifdom.
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Vi^ifdom, and unbounded liberality in a fcanty chap.

fortune. He followed the ftandard of iiicius.

Contributed to his fuccels, fhared, and fometimes

cclipfed, his glory, and at laft excited the jea-

loufy of the patrician, or rather of his wife, wlio

forced him to retire from the fervice ^*. Majo-

rian, after the death of iEtius, was recalled, and

promoted J and his intimate connexion with count

Ricimer, was the immediate Hep by which he

afcended the throne of the Weflern empire.

During the vacancy that fucceeded the abdication

of Avitus, the ambitious Barbarian, whpfe birth

excluded him from the Imperial dignity, govern-

ed Italy, with the title of Patrician ; refigned, to

his friend, the confpicuous ftation of mafter-

general of the cavalry and infantry; and, after

an interval of fome months, confented to the

unanimous wifii of the Romans, whofe favour

Majorian had folicited by a recent victory over

the AlenaanQi^^ He v/as inverted with the pur-

ple at Ravenna ; and the epiftle which he ad-

drelTed to the fenate, will bcft defcribe his fitua—

tion and iiis fentiments. " Your ele(5tion, Con-
" fcript Fathe^rs ! and the ordinance of the mod

>+ She prcfled hie immediate death, and was fcarcely fatisfiej

-, ith his difgrace. It flioiikl feem, that j^tiiis, like Belifarius and

Marlborough, was ;.<,ovcrned by his wife; whofe fervent piety,

though it might work zniracles (Gregor. Turon. I. ii. c. 7. p. 162.)

was not incompatible vv-ith bafe and fanguinary counll-is.

55 The Alemanni hati paffed the Rhretian Alps, and were defeat-

ed in the Campi Camni, or Valley of Bellinzonc, through which the

Tefin flows, in its defcint fropi mount Adula, to the Lago Mag-
giore (Cluver. Italia Antiq. toni. i. p. 100, loi.). This boaflci

viflory over nine hundred Barbarians (Panegyr. Majorian, 373, Sec.)

{jctrays tlie extieme weakmijs of Italy.

** valiant
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valiant army, have made me your emperor ^^

May the propitious Deity direct and profper

the counfels and events of my adminiilration,

to your advantage, and to the public welfare !

For my own part, I did not afpire, I have fub-

mitted, to reign -, nor fliou'ld I have diicharged

the obligations of a citizen, if I had refufed,

with bafe and felfidi ingratitude, to fupport

the weight of thofe labours, which were im-

pofed by the republic. AlTilV, therefore, the

prince whom you have made; partake the du-

ties which you have enjoined j and may our

common endeavours promote the happinefs of

an empire, which I have accepted from your

hands. Be afiured, that, in our times, jullice

fhall refume her ancient vigour, and that vir-

tue fhall become not only innocent, but meri-

torious. Let none, except the authors them-

felves, be apprehenfive of delations ", which,

as a fubjeifl, I have always condemned, and,

as a prince, will feverely punifh. Our own

vigilance, and that of our father, the patrician

Ricimer, Ihall regulate all military affairs, and

1* Itnperatorem me faflum, P. C. eleflionls veftrae aibitiio, et

fortifTimi exercitus ordinatione agnofcite (Novell. Majorian. tit. iii.

p. 34.. ad Calcem Cod. Theodof.). Sidonius proclaims the unani-

mous voice of the empii'ie.

•—

—

Poftquam ordlne vobis

Ordo omnis legniim dederat
; flebs, curia, miles,

Et colUga fimul. 3S6.

ThisT^ngxiage is ancient and conftitutional ; and we may obferve,

that the clergy were not yet confidered as a diftinfl order of the ftate.

37 Either d;'Iationes, or d^Iationes, would afford a tolerable read-

ing; but there is much more fenfe and fpirit in the latter, to which

1 have therefore given the preference.

" provide
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«f provide for the fafety of the Roman world, ^!J^f*
" which we have faved from foreign and domeftic i_ -^-, j

'^ enemies ^^ You now underftand the maxims

^^ of my government: you may confide in the

<^ fnithiul love and fincere affurances of a prince,

" who has formerly been the companion of your

*f life and dangers j who Hill glories in the name
" of fenator, and who is anxious, that you fhould

" never repent of the judgment which you have

*' pronounced in his favour." The emperor,

who, amidll the ruins of the Roman world, re-

vived the ancient language of law and liberty,

which Trajan would not have difclaimed, mult

have derived thofe generous fentiments from his

own heart ; fince they v/ere not fuggefted to his

imitation by the culloms of his age, or the ex-

ample of his predeceflbrs ^'.

The private and public actions of Majorian His falu-

are very imperfeftly known: but his laws, re- a. D.

'

markable for an original caft of thought and 4-57-461.

expreffion, faithfully reprefent the chara<5ler of a

fovereignj who loved his people, who fympathized

in their diflrefs, who had ftudied the caufes of

the decline of the empire, and who was capable

of applying, (as far as fuch reformation was

3^ Ab externo hofte et a domeftica clade liberavimus : by the lat-

ter, Majorian muft underftand the tyranny of Avitus ; whofe death

he confuquently avowed as a meritorious aft. On this occalion, Si-

donius is fearful and obfcure ; he defcribes the twelve Caefars, the

nations of Africa, &c. that he may efcape the dangerous name of

Avitus (305— 369.).

'9 See the whole edi6l or epiftle of Majorian to the fenate (Novell,

lit. iv. p. 34.). Yet ihe cxYrefTion, rtjnum roflrum, bears fonie taint

of the age, and does not mix kindly with the w&rd fefpubUca, which
ke frequently repeats.

prafticable)
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CHAP, praclicable) judicious and cffcftual remedies to
XXXVI. ••• ' -^

"-^

the public diforders '^°. His regulations concern-

ing the tinances manifeftly tended to removej or

at lead to nnitigate, the mod intolerable griev-

ances. L From the firft hour of his reign, he

was folicitous (I tranflate his own words) to re-

lieve the iv^ary fortunes of the provincials, op-

prefied by the accumulated weight of indidions

and fuperindi6lions *'. With this view, he grant-

ed an univerfal amnefty, a final and abfolute dif-

charge of all arrears of tribute, of all debts,

which, under any pretence, the fifcal officers

might demand from the people. This wife dere-

liclion of obfolete, vexatious, and unprofitable

claims, improved and purified the fources of the

public revenue ; and the fubjed, who could now
look back without defpair, might labour with

hope and gratitude fur himfelf and for his coun-

try, IL In the aiTeffment and colleftion of taxes

Majorian reftored the ordinary jurifdiflion of the

provincial magiftratesj and fupprefTed the extra-

ordinary commiffions which had been introduced,

in the name of the emperor himfelf, or of the

Praetorian prefects. The favourite fervants, who

obtained fuch irregular powers, were infolent in

their behaviour, and arbitrary in their demands :

they afi^efted to defpife the fubordinate tribunals,

4° See the laws of Majorian (they are only nine in number, but

very long and various), at the end of the Theodofian Code, Novell.

1. iv. p. 31— 37. Godeficy has not given any comirentary on thefe

additional pieces.

4-* FelTas provincialism varia atqiie mnltiplici tribiitorum exaflione

fortunas, et extraordinariis rifcaliuni Ibhuicnum oneribus attritas,
. . . . ' f":

'

&c. Novell, Mr. jorian, tit. iv. P. 34. , ^

I and
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find they were difcontented, if their fees and pro-
^^j^vf

fits did not twice exceed the fum which they

condefcended to pay into the treafury. One in-

llance of their extortion would appear incredible,

were it not authenticated by the legiflator hinn-

felf. They exacted the whole payment in gold :

but they refufed the current coin of the empire,

and would accept only fuch ancient pieces as

were ftampcd with the names of Fauftina or the

Antonines. The fubjeffl, who was unprovided

with thefe curious medals, had recourfe to the

expedient of compounding wich their rapacious

demands ; or, if he fucceeded in the refearch, his

impofition was doubled, according to the weight

and value of the money of former times *\

III. " The municipal corporations (fays the em-
" peror)j the lefler fenates (fo antiquity hasjuftly

'* ftyled them), deferve to be confidered as the

" heart of the cities, and the fin^ws of the repub-

" lie. And yet fo low are they now reduced, by

" the iniuflice of magifcrates, and the venality of

*' colle6lors, that many of their members, re-

" nouncing their dignity and their country, have

'' taken refuge in diftant and obfcure exile."

He urges, and even compels, their return to

their refpedive citiesj but he removes the griev-

ance which had forced them to defert the exercifc

4'- The learned Greaves (vol. i. p. 329, 330, 331.) has found, by

a diligent inquiry, that euret of the Antonines weighed one hundred

and eighteen, and thofe of the fifth century only fixty-eight, Englifii

grains. Majorian gives currency to all gold coin, excepting only

the Gallic Jatidiis, from its deficiency, not in the weight, but in the Itan-

<iard,

of
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ixxxvf '
^^ '^^^^ municipal fundlions. They are direded,

0- . ^ .^> under the authority of the provincial magiftrates,

to refume their office of levying the tribute j but,

inftead of being made rtlponfible for the whole

fum aflefled on their diftrift, they are only requir-

ed to produce a regular account of the payments

which they have aftually received, and of the

defaulters who are ftill indebted to the public,

IV. But Majorian was not ignorant, that thefe

corporate bodies were too much inclined to re-

taliate the injuftice and opprefllon which they

had fufFeredj and he therefore revives the ufcful

office of the defenders of cities. He exhorts the

people to eled, in a full and free aiTembly, fomc

man of difcretion and integrity, who would dare

to aflert their privileges, t'o reprefent their griev-

ances, to protedl the poor from the tyranny of

the rich, and to inform the emperor of the abufes

that were committed under the fandion of his

name and authority.

The edU qphg fpedator, who cafts a m.ournful view over
fices of - . _^ .

f.

Rome. the ruins of ancient Rome, is tempted to accufe.

the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the

mifchief which they had neither leifure, nor

power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate.

The tempeft of war might ftrike fome lofty tur-^

rets to the ground j but the deftruition which un-

dermined the foundations of thofe maffy fabrics,

was profecuted, flovvly and filently, during a

period of ten centuries; and the m.titives of in-

terefl, that afterwards operated without fname or

controul, were fcverely checked by the taile anci

fpirit of the emperor Majorian. The decay of

3 the
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the city had gradually impaired the value of the ^Jj^rj/

public works. The circus and theatres might

ftill excite, but they fcldom gratified, the deures

of the people : the temples, which had efcaped

the zeal of the Chriftians, were no longer inha-

bited either by gods or men ; the diminilhed

crowds of the Romans were loft in the immenfc

fpace of their baths and porticoes ; and the

ftately libraries and halls of juftice became iife-

lefs to an indolent generation, whofe repofe was

feldom difturbed, either by ftudy, or bufinefs.

The monuments of confular, or Imperial, great-

nefs were no longer revered, as the immortal

glory of the capital -, they were only efteemed

as an inexhauftible mine of materials, cheaper,

and more convenient, than the diftant quarry.

Specious petitions were continually addreffed to

the eafy magiftrates of Rome, which ftated the

want of ftones or bricks for fome neceflary fer-

vice: the faireft forms of architecture were rudely

defaced for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended,

repairs ; and the degenerate Romans, who convert-

ed the fpoil to their own emolument, demoliflied,

with facrilegious hands, the labours of their an-

ceftors. Major! an, who had often fighed over

the defolation of the city, applied a fevcre re-

medy to the growing evil '^^ He referved to

the

45 The whole edift (Novell. Majorlan. tit. vi. p. 35.) is curious.

' Antiquarum jedium difi'ipatur Ipeciofa conftiuftio ; et ut aliquid

' reparetiir, magna diiuiintur. Hinc jam occalio naicitur, ut etiiiiu

' unulquirque privatum aedilicium conrciiiens, per gratiam jud:-

' cum .... praefumeie de pubiicis locis i-ieceflaria, et trar.stErie

' non dubitet," &c. V/ith equal 2cal, but with Icfs power, Pe-

trarch,
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c HAP. the prj'nce and fenate the fcle cognifance of thi

extreme cafes which might juftify the deftruc-

tion of an ancient edifice ; impofed a fine of fifty

pounds of gold (two thoufand pounds fterling),

on every magiftratej who (hould prefume to grant

fuch illegal and fcandalous licence; and threaten-

ed to chaftife the criminal obedience of their

fubordinate officers, by a fevere whipping, and

the amputation of both their hands. In the laft

inftance, the legiflator might feem to forget the

proportion of guilt and punifnments but his zeal

arofe from a generous principle, and Majorian

was anxious to proteft the monuments of thofe

ages, in which he would have defired and defervecl

to live. The emperor conceived, that it was his

intereft to increafe the number of his fubjefls j

that it was his duty to guard the purity of the

marriage-bed : but the means which he employed

to accomplifh tiiefe falutary purpofes, are of an

ambiguous, and perhaps exceptionable, kind.

The pious maids, who confecrated their virginity

to Chrift, were reftrained from taking the veil,

till they had reached their fortieth year. Widows

under that age v/ere compelled to form a fecond

alliance within the term of five years, by the for-

feiture of half their wealth to their neareft rela-

tions, or to the ftate. Unequal marriages were

condemned or annulled. The puniQiment of

confifcation and exile was deemed fo inadequate

'

trarch, in the fourteenth century, repeated the fairie complaints (Vie'

de Petrarque, torn. i. p. 326, 327. )• If I profecute this Hiftory, I

ftiall not be unmindful of the decline and fall of the city of Roine ^

an inteieftlng objccl, to which jny plan was originally confined,

to
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to the guilt of adultery, that, if the criipinal ^x-yf'
returned to Italy, he might, by the exprefs de- »—./-—

*

claration of Majorian, be flain with impunity**.

While the emperor Majorian afiiduoufly la- Majomn

bourcd to reftore the happinefs and virtue of the
fnvafi^"

Romans, he encountered the arms of Genferic, Africa,

r y r A.D.457.
from his chara6ler and fituation, their molt for-

midable enemy. A fleet of Vandals and Moors

landed at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano:

but the Imperial troops furprifed and attacked

the diforderly Barbarians, who were encumbered

with the fpoils of Campania ; they were chaced

with flaughter to their fhips, and their leader^

the king's brother-in-law, was found in the num-

ber of the flain *^ Such vigilance might an-

nounce the charafter of the new reigns but the

ftridlefl: vigilance, and the mofl: numerous forces^

were infufficient to protedl the long-extended

coaft: of Italy, from the depredations of a naval

war. The public opinion had impofed a nobler

and more arduous taflc on the genius of Majo-

rian. Rome expected from him alone the refti-

tution of Africa J and the defign, which he form-

ed, of attacking the Vandals in their new fettle-

ments, was the refult of bold and judicious po-

licy. If the intrepid emperor could have infufed

his own fpirit into the youth of Italy j if he could

44 The emperor chides the lenity of Rogatian, confular of Tuf-

cany, in a ftyle of acriitionious reproof, which fouhds almoft likfi

perlbnal refentment (Novell, tit. ix. p. 37. )• The law of Majo-

Han, which punilhed obftinate widows, was fooh afterwards repealed

by his fucceflbr Severus (Novell. Sever, tit. i. p. 37.).

4J Sidon. Panegyr, Majorian. 385—4.40.

Vol. VL N haVe
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^^ AP. have revived, in the field of Mars, the manly

u.»v— .t exercifes in which he had always furpaffed his

equals i he might have marched againfl Genferic

at the head of a Reman army. Such a reforma-

tion of national manners might be embraced by

the rifing generation ; but it is the misfortune of

thofe princes who laborioufly fuftain a declining

monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad-

vantage, or to avert fome impending danger,

they are forced to countenance, and even to mul-

tiply, the mofl: pernicious abufes. Majorian,

like the weakeft of his predeceflbrs, was reduced

to the difgraceful expedient of fubflituting Bar-

barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike

fubje^ts : and his fuperior abilities could only be

difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which

he wielded a dangerous inftrument, fo apt to

recoil on the hand that ufed it. Befides the con-^

federates, who were already engaged in the fer-^

vice of the empire, the fame of his liberality and

valour attracted the nations of the Danube, the

Boryfthenes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many
thoufands of the braveft fubjeds of Attila, the

Gepidas, the Odrogoths, the Rugians, the Bur-

gundians, the Suevi, the Alani, aflembled in the

plains of Liguriaj and their formidable ftrengtli

was balanced by their mutual animofities*'"'. They
palled the Alps in a fevere winter. The emperor

led the way, on foot, and in complete armour j

46 The review of the army, and pafTage of the Alps, contain

the moft tolerable pafTages of the Panegyric (470— 552. )• ^^- '^^

Euat (Hift. des Peuplcs, Sec. torn. viii. p. 49—55.) is a more fatis-

f^ai-lory cominentatrir, than either Savaion or Sinnond.

foundingj
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founding, with his long flaff, the depth of th.e
^^^^f*

ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians,

who complained of the extreme cold, by the

cheerful affurance, that they fhould be fatisfied

with the heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons

had prefumed to Ihut their gates : they foon im-

plored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo-

rian. He vanquifhed Theodoric in the field j

and admitted to his friendfhip and alliance, a

king whom he had found not unworthy of his

arms. The beneficial, though precarious, re-

union of the greateft part of Gaul and Spain, was

the efi^edl of perfuafion, as well as of force "^^j

and the independent Bagaud^, who had efcaped,

or refilled, the opprefTion of former feigns, were

difpofed to confide in the virtues of Majorian.

His camp was filled with Barbarian allies ; his

throne was fupported by the zeal of an afflsflionate

people ; but the emperor had forefeenj that it

was impoiTible, without a maritime powerj to

atchieve the conqueft of Africa. In the firft Pu-

nic war, the republic had exerted fuch incre-

dible diligence, that, within fixty days after the

firfl: ftroke of the axe had been given in the forefli

a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly

rode at anchor in the fea '^\ Under circumfl:ances

47 Ta /u8» 57rX5i?, T<t J: Xcyoic, is the Juft and forcible didinftion of

Prifcus (Excerpt. Legat. p. 42.) in a /hort fragment, which throws

much light on the hittory of Majoiian. Jornandes has Aippreffed the

defeat and alliance of the Vifigoths, which were folemnly proclaimed

in Gallcia ; and are marked in the Chronicle of Idatius.

4** Florus, 1. ii. c. a. He amufes himfelf with the poetical fancy,

that the trees had been transformed into fhips : and indeed the whole

tranfaftion, as it is related in the firft book, ot Polybius, deviates too

much from the probabie courfe of hiniUn eventsi

N 2 much
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^X5CvF'
^^^^ ^^^^ favourable, Majoriari equalled the fpi-

rit and perfeverance of the ancient Ronnans.

The woods of the Apennine were felled j the

arfenals and manufaiftures of Ravenna and Mife-

num were reftored ; Italy and Gaul vied with

each other in liberal contributions to the public

fcrvice ; and the Innperial navy of three hundred

large gailies, with an adequate proportion of

tranfports and fmaller vefTcls, was collefted in

the fecure and capacious harbour of Carthagena

in Spain '^^. The intrepid countenance of Ma-
jorian animated his troops with a confidence of

vi^lory j and if we might credit the hidorian

Procopius, his courage fometimes hurried him

beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious to

explore, with his own eyes, the ftate of the Van-

dals, he ventured, after difguifing the colour of

his hair, to vifit Carthage, in the charafler of

his own ambafTador: and Genferic was after-

wards mortified by th^ difcovcry, that he had

entertained and difmiiled the emperor of the

Romans, Such an anecdote may be reje6led as

an improbable fidion ; but it is a fidion which

would not have been imagined, unlefs in the life

of a hero ^°.

49 Interea cliiplici texis dum littore clafTem

Inferno fuperoque man, cedit omnis in aequor

Sylva tibi, Sec.

SIdon. Pancgyr. Majoiian. 4.4.1—461.

The niimirer of fhips, which Prifcus fi:c£s at 300, is magnified, by

.an -indtfinite comparifon with the fleets of Agamemnon, Xerxes,

and Auguftas.

S° Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 8. p. 194.. When Gen-

feric condu6ted his unknown gueft into the arfenal of Carthage, the

arms claflied of their own acemd. Majorian had tinged his yellow

locks with a hhdi coleur.

Without
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Without the help of a perfonal interview. Gen- ^ ^^ ^ P.

leric was fufRcicrntly acquainted with the genius i /-^j

and defigns of his adverfary. He praftifed his ^^^^^^
cuftomary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac-

tifed them without fuccefs. His applications for

peace became each hour more fubmiffive, and

perhaps more fincere ; but the inflexible Majorian

had adopted the ancient maxim, that Rome coukl

not be fafe, as long as Carthage exiQed in a

hoftile flate. The king of the Vandals diftrufted

the valour of his native fubjedsj who were ener-

vated by the luxury of the South ''^ he fufpecled

the fidelity of the vanquiflied people, who ab-

horred him as an Arian tyrant; and the defperatc

meafure, which he executed, of reducing Mau-
ritania into a defert ^', could not defeat the

operations of the Roman emperor, who was at

liberty to land his troops on any part of the Afri-

can coaft. But Genferic was faved from im-

pending and inevitable ruin, by the treachery of

fome powerful fubjeds ; envious, or apprehen-

five, of their mafter's fuccefs. Guided by their

fecret intelligence, he furprifed the unguarded

J' -r—.— Spoliifque potitus

Immciifis, robur luxCi jam peididit onine,

Qi^o vakiit dum pauper eiat.

Pancgyr. Majorian. 330,

He afterwards applies to Genferic, unjulily as jt ftioujJ fecm, the

vices of his fid>je(5ls.

S* He burnt the villages, and poifone.d the fprings. (Piifcus,

p. 4.2.) Dubos (Hift. Critique, torn. i. p. 475 ) obfervcs, th;it tlie

magazines which the Moors buried in the earth, might cfcape his

delhuftive feaich. Two or three lumdred pits are fometiints dug in,

the fame place; and each pit contains at leall four hundred bushels

(ji corn. Shaw's Travels, p. 139.

N 3 fleet
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%^^..f- fleet in the bay of Carthagena : many of the fhips

were iunk, or taken, or burnt; and the prepa-

rations of three years were deftroyed in a fingle

day ". After this event, the behaviour of the

two antagonifts fhewed them fuperior to their

fortune. The Vandal, inftead of being elated by

this accidental victory, immediately renewed his

folicitations for peace. The emperor of the Weft,

who was capable of forming great defigns, and of

fupporting heavy difappointments, confented to

a treaty, or rather to a fufpenfion of arms j in the

full aflurance that, before he could reftore his

navy, he Ihould be fupplied with provocations to

juftify a fecond war. Majorian returned to Italy,

;o profecute his labours for the public happinefs j

and, as he was confcious of his own integrity, he

might long remain ignorant of the dark confpi-

j"acy which threatened his throne and his life.

The recent misfortune of Carthagena fullied the

glory which had dazzled the eyes of the multi-

tude : almolt every dsfcription of civil and mili-

tary officers were exafperated againft the Re-

former, fince they all derived fome advantage

from the abufes which he endeavoured to fup-

prefsj and the patrician Ricimer impelled the

jnconftant pafTions of the Barbarians againft a

prince whom he efteemed and hated. The vir-

tues of Majorian could not protedl him from the

impetuous fedition, which broke out in the camp

Si Idatius, who was fafe in Gallicia from the power of Ricimer,

boldly and honeftly declares, Vaiidali per proditorcs admoniti, &c.

he diflembles, howeyer, the name of the traitor.

near
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near Tortona, at the fooc of the Alps. He was
^x^a^f

'

compelled to abdicate the Imperial purple : five
,
—

^

days afrer his abdication, it was reported that he

died of a dyfentery^*: and the humble tomb. His death,
^ ^

. r 11^ D.461.
which covered his remains, was confecrated by Auguit/.

the refped and gratitude of fucceeding genera-

tions ". The private charafler of Majorian in-

fpired love and refpe<5l. Malicious calumny and

fatire excited his indignation, or, if he himfelf

were the object, his contempt: but he protected

the freedom of wit, and in the hours which the

emperor gave to the familiar fociety of his friends,

he could indulge his talle for pleafantry, without

degrading the majefty of his rank. "'.

It v/as not perhaps without feme regret, that Ricimer

Ricimcr facrificed his friend to the intereft of his der'the

ambition : but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to "^'""^ °^
beverus,

avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior virtue a. d.

and merit. At his command, the obl'equious "^ ^~'^ ^'

54- Procop. de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 8. p. 194.. The teftiinony

of Idatlus is fair a;id impartial; " Majorianum de GaJliis Romam
" redeuntem, et Romano imperlo vel noniini res nectlFarias ordi-

*' nantem ; Richimer livore percitus, et in-vidnrum confilio fulttis,

" fraude interficit ctrcumventum.'" Some read 5ufi;o'i/w, and I am
unwilling to efface either of the words, as they exprel's the diiferent

accomplices who united in the confpiracy againlt Majorian.

55 See the Epigrairis of Ennodius, N" cxxxv. inter Sirmond

Opera, tom. i. p. J903. It is flat and obfcure 3 hut Ennodius was

niaile biihop of Pavia fifty years after the death of Majurian, and his

praife dsfervcs credit and regard-

56 Sidonius gives a tedious account (1, i. epift. xi, p. ai;-—^!,) of*

a fupper at Aries, to which he was invited by Majoiian, a Ihorttimc

before his death. He had no init-iition of praifing a deceaicd em-
peror ; but a cafual difintercftcd j-cmark, " Subrii'it Auguftiis j ut

*' erat, auftoritate fervata, cum fe communioni dedini-t, joci pic-

" nus," outweighs the fix hundred lines of his venal pancgyiic.

N 4 fenate
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fenate of Rome beftowed the Imperial title on
Libius Seyeriis, who afcended the throne of the

Welt without emerging from the obfcurity of a

private condition. Hiltory has fcarcely deigned

to notice his birth, his elevation, his character,

pr his death. Severus expired, as foon as hi$

life became inconvenient to his patron"; and

it would be ufelefs to difcriminate his nominal

reign in the vacant interval of fix years, betv,/een

the death of Majorian, and the elevation of An-
themius. During that period the government

was in the hands of Ricimer alone ; and although

the modcft Barbarian difclaimed the name of

king, he accumulated treafures, formed a feparate

army, negociated private alliances, and ruled

Italy with the fame independent and defpotic

authority, which was afterwards exercifed by

Odoacer and Theodoric. But his dominions

were bounded by the Alps ; and two Roman ge-

nerals, Marcellinus and iEgidius, maintained

their allegiance to the Republic, by rejedling,

with difdain, the phantom which he ftyled an

jlevoltof emperor. Marcellinus ftill adhered to the old

PUS in religion j and the devout Pagans, who fecretly

Ddimatia, Jifobeyed the laws of the church and ftate, ap-

plauded his profound fkill in the fcience of

divination. But he pofTelTed the more valuable

57 Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 317.) difmiiTes him to hea-

ven.

Auxerat Auguftus nature lege Severus

Pivonim numerum. —

—

And an old lift of the emperors, compofed about the time of Jufti-

nian, praifes his piety, and fixes his refulence at Rome (Siinion4

Kot. ad Sidon. p. iiij iis.).

qualifl-
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qualifications of learning, virtue, and courage '% ^!?,fyj^*

the ftudy of the Latin literature had improved
^ ^ j

his raftci and his military talents had recom-

mended him to the efieem and confidence of the

great ^Etius, in whofc ruin he was involved. By

a timely flight, Marcellinus efcaped the rage of

Valentinian, and boldly aflerted his liberty

amidft the convulfions of the Weftern empire.

His voluntary, or relu6tanr, fubmiflion, to the

authority of Majorian, was rewarded by the

government of Sicily, and the command of an

army, fbationed in that ifland to oppofe, or to

attack, the Vandals J but his Barbarian merce-

naries, after the emperor's death, were tempted

to revolt by the artful liberality of Ricimer,

At the head of a band of faithful followers, the

intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of

Dalmatia, affumed the title of patrician of the

Weft, fecured the love of his fubjefts by a mild

and equitable reign, built a fleet, v.hich claimed

the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately

alarmed the coalls of Italy and of Africa ^^

jEgidius, the mafter-general of Gaul, who anfl of

equalled, or at lead who imitated, the heroes
i^^QauJ^

of ancient Rome ^°, proclaimed his immortal

re fen t-

s' Tillemont, who is always fcandalized by the virtues of Infi-

dels, attributes this advantageous portrait of Marcellinus (which

Suidas has prcfervcd), to the partial zeal of feme Pagr.n hiitoriaji

(Hift. dc3 Empereurs, torn. vi. p. 330.).

5'?_Procopivis de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 6. p. 191. In various,

circuinftances of the life of Marc.Uinus, it is not cafy to reconcile

the Greek hiltorian with the Latin Chronicles of the times.

^' I mult apply to.^gidius, the praifes which Sidonius (Pancgyr.

j^ajorian, 5^3.) u'.-ilows on a namclels miiil^'r-pjciicral, who coni-

iiiandtd
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CHAP, refentment a^ainft the afTafUns of his beloved

._ -^ - _. mafter. A brave and numerous army was at-

tached to his flandard j and, though he was pre-

vented by the arts of Ricimer, and the arms of

the Vifigoths, from marching to the gates of

Rome, he maintained his independent fove-

reignty beyond the Alps, and rendered the name

of i^gidius refpeclable both in peace and war.

The Franks, who had punifhed with exile the

youthful follies of Childeric, eleded the Roman
general for their kingj his vanity, rather than

his ambition, was gratified by that fingular ho-

nour j and when the nation, at the end of four

years, repented of the injury which they had

offered to the Merovingian family, he patiently

jicquiefced in the reftoration of the lawful prince.

The authority of i5£gidius ended only with his

life ; and the fufpicions of poifon and fecret vio-

lence, which derived fome countenance from the

charafter of Ricimer, were eagerly entertained

by the paffionate credulity of the Gauls ^'.

Naval war The kiogdoiTi of Italy, a name to which tlie

dais,^

^^'
Weftern empire was gradually reduced, was

A.D.
361—467. nianded the rear-guard of Majoiian. Idatius, from public report,

commends kis Chriftian piety j and Prifcus mentions (p. 4.2.) ii«

military virtues.

61 Grco. Turon. 1. ii. c. 12. in torn. ii. p. 168, The Per§

Paniel, whofe ideas were fuperficial and modern, has ftarted feme

ohjeaions againft the ftory of Childeiic (Hift. de France,, torn, i,

Preface HiRorique, p. Ixxviii. &c.) : but they have been fairly fa-

tisfied by Dubos (Hilt. Critique, torn. i. p. 4.60—510.). and by

two authors who difputed the prize of the Academy of Soiflbns

/p, ,-i 177. 310—339.) With regard to the term of Childeric'5

exile, it is neceflary either to prolong the life of j^gidius beyond

the date affigned by the Chronicle of Idatlus ; or to correft the text

of Gregory, by reading ?«arro anno, inftead of o^'Ja-.v.

afflicted,
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affli(fled, under the reign of Ricrmer, by the ^"^.-j'

inceflant depredations of the Vandal pirates ^\ <

—

r-~^

In the fpring of each year, they equipped a for-

midable navy in the port of Carthage j and Gen-

feric himfelf, though in a very advanced age, dill

commanded in perlbn the moft important expe-

ditions. His defigns were concealed with im-

penetrable fecrecy, till the moment that he

hoiited fail. When he was afked by his pilot,

what courfe he fliould fteer ;
" Leave the deter-

'* mi nation to the winds (replied the Barbarian,

*' with pious arrogance) J they will tranfport us

•' to the guilty coaft, whofe inhabitants have

" provoked tile divine juftice :" but if Genferic

himfelf deigned to iflue more precife orders, he

judged the moft wealthy to be the moft criminal.

The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coafts of

Spain, Liguria, Tufcany, Campania, Lucania,

Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalrr^tia,

Epirus, Greece, and Sicily : thev were tempted

to fubdue the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantage-

oufly placed in the centre of the Mediterranean;

6s The naval war of Genfeiic is defcribed by Prifcus (Excerpta

Legation, p. 42.), Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 5. p, 189,

J90. and c. 21. p. 228.), Viftor Vitenfis (dc Peifecut. Vandal.

1. i. c. 17., and Ruinart, p. 4.67—481.), and in the three pane-

gyrics of Sidoniiis, whofe chronological order is abfurdly tranf-

pofed In the editions both of Savaron and Siimond. (Avit. Carm.

vii. 441—451. Majorian, Carm. v. 317—350. 3S5—440. An-

them.* Carm. il. 348— 306.) In one palTage the poet feems infpired

by his fubjeft, and exprcfies a ftrong idea, by a lively image ;

Hinc Vandahis hoftis

Urget ; et in noftrum luimerosa claiTe quotannis

Militat excidium ; converfoque ordine Fati

Torrida Cuucafcos infcrt mihi Byrfa furores.

and
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*--.^ -^ ^- ^nd their arms fpread defolation, or terror, from

the columns of Hercules to the mouth of the

Nile, As they v/ere more ambitious of fpoil

than of glory, they feidom attacked any fortified

cities, or engaged any regular troops in the open

field. But the celerity of their motions enabled i

them, almoll: at the fame time, to threaten and

to attack tlie mofl diflant objeds, which at-

tradled their defires ; and as they always em-

barked a fuGicient nu Tiber of horfes, they had no

fooner landed, than rhey fwept the difmayed

country with a body of light cavalry. Yet, nDt-

withftanding the example of their king, the

native Vandals and Alani infenfibly declined this

toilfome and perilous warfare -, the hardy gene*

ration of the firft conquerors was almoft extinf

guiihed, and their fons, who were born in

Africa, enjoyed the delicious baths and gardens

which had been acquired by the valour of their,

fathers. Thcrir place was readily fupplied by a

various multitude of Moors and Romans, of

captives and outlavysj and thofe defperate

wretches, who had already violated the laws of

their country, were the pioft eager to promote

the atrocious afts which difgrace the victories of

Genferic, Li the treatment of his unhappy pri-

foners, he fometimes confult.ed his avarice, ancj

fomerimes indulged his cruelty j and the maflacre

of five hundred noble citizens of Z.int or Zar

cynthus, whofe mangled bodies he call into the

Ionian fea, was imputed, by the public indig-

nation^ to his laitit poiicrity.

Sucl^
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:h A p
XXXVI.Such crimes could not be excufed by any pro- chap.

vocations; but the war, which the king of the

Vandals profecuted again It the Roman empire, Honsxvith

was jurtified by a fpecious and reafonable motive.
'J^^'.J;;^;''"

The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia, whom he A. 0.462,

had led captive from Rome to Carthage, was the

fole heirels of the Theodofian houfe; her elder

daughter, Eudocia, became the reluftant vvife of

Hunneric, his eldeft fon ; and the Itcrn father,

afferting a legal claim, which could not cafily be

refuted or fatisfied, demanded a jud proportion

of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at

lead a valuable, compenfation, was offered by

the Eaftern emperor, to purchafe a necefTary

peace. Eudoxia and her younger daughter, Pla-

cidia, were honourably reilored, and the fury of

the Vandals was confined to the limits of the

Weftern empire. The Italians, deftitute of a

naval force, which alone was capable of protedl-

ing their coafts, implored the aid of the more

fortunate nations of the Eaft; who had formerly

acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupremacy

of Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two

empires had alienated their intereft and their in-

clinations j the faith of a recent treaty was

alleged} and the Weftern Romans, inftead of

arms and ftiips, could only obtain the alTiftance

of a cold and ineffeftual mediation. The haughty

Ricimcr, who had long ftruggled with the diffi-

culties of his fituation, was at length reduced to

addrefs the throne of Conftantinople, in the

hum.ble language of a fubjedi and Italy fub-

mitted.
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xxxvf*
'^*"^^' ^^ ^^^ P"^^ ^"^ fecurity of the alliance,

u

—

,f^ to accept a mafter from the choice of the emperor
of the Eaft'^ It is not the purpofe of the pre-

fent chapter, or even of the prefent volume, to

continue the diltind feries of the Byzantine

hiftory j but a concife view of the reign and cha-

rafler of the emperor Leo, may explain the laft

efforts that were attempted to fave the falling

empire of the Weft **.

Leo, em- Since the death of the younger Theodofius, the

SrEaft, domeftic repofe of Conftantinople had never been
A.D. interrupted by war or fadlion. Pulcheria had

457—47+'
beftowed her hand, and the fceptre of the Eaft,

on the modeft virtue of Marcian : he gratefully

reverenced her augufl: rank and virgin chaftity;

and, after her death, he gave, his people the ex-

ample of the religious worlhip, that was due to

the memory of the Imperial faint ^^ Attentive

<^J The poet himfelf is compelled to acknowledge the diftrefs of

Ricimer :

Prsterea invi>5lus Ricimer, quern publica fata

Refpiciunt, propria folus vix Marte rcpellit

Piratam per rura vagum
Italy addrefles her complaint to the Tyber, and Rome, at the foli-

citation of the river god, tranfports herfelf to Conftantinople,

renounces her ancient claims, and implores the friend/hip of
Aurora, the goddefs of the Eaft. This fabulous machinery*

which the genius of Claudian had ufed and abufed, is the conftant

"

and miferable i-efource of the mufe of Sidonius,

<5+ The original authors of the reigns of Marcian, Leo, and Ze-
no, are reduced to fome imperfeft fragments, whofe deficiencies

inult be fupplied from the more recent compilations of Theophanes,

Zonaras, and Cedrenus.

6? St. Pulcheria died A. D. 453, four years before hef nominal

hulband ; and her feftival is celebrated on the loth of September by
the modern Greeks : fhe bequeathed an immenfe patrimony to piou*,

oratleallto ecclefiaftical, ufes. See Tillemont, Memoires Ecclef.

torn. XV. p. i?i— 184.

to
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to the profperity of his own dominions, Marcian ^^^.f

"

feemed to behold, with indifrerence, the misfor-

tunes of Rome ; and the obftinatc refufal of a

a brave and aflive prince, to draw his fword

againft the Vandals, was afcribed to a fecret pro-

mife, which had formerly been exadled from him

when he was a captive in the power of Genfe--

ric "^^ The death of Marcian, after a reign of

feven years, would have expofed the Eall: to the

danger of a popular eleflion ; if the fuperior

weight of a fingle family, had not been able to

incline the balance in favour of the candidate

whofe intereft they fupported. The patrician

Afpar might have placed the diadem on his own

head ; if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene

creed *'^ During three generations, the armies

of the Eaft were fuccelTively commanded by his

father, by himfelf, and by his fon Ardaburius

:

his Barbarian guards formed a military force

that overawed the palace and the capitals and

the liberal diftribution of his immenfe treafures,

rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerful.

He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of

Thrace, a military tribune, and the principal

fleward of his houfehold. His nomination was

unanimoufly ratified by the fenate j and the fer-

vant of Afpar received the Imperial crown from

the hands of the patriarch, or bifhop, who was

permitted to exprefs, by this unufual ceremony,

^^ See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. 185.

^7 From this difability of Afpar to afcend the throne, it may he

interred that the Itain of //f;«/v was perpetual and indelible, while

tliat oi Barbarifm dilhppearcd in the fecond generation.

I the
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%x^'f' ^^^ Suffrage of the Deity ^^ This emperor, the

firfl of the name of Leo, has been difbinguifiied

by the title of the Great j from a fucceffion of

princes, who gradually fixed, in the opinion of

the Greeks, a very humble ftandard of heroic, or

at leaft of royal, perfection. Yet the temperate

firmnefs with which Leo refifted the oppreffion of

his benefa(flor, fhewed that he was confcious of

his duty and of his prerogative. Afpar was afto-

nifhed to find that his influence could no longer

appoint a pr^fedl of Conftantinople : he pre-

fumed to reproach his fovereign with a breach of

promife, and infolently fliaking his purple, " Ic

is not proper (faid he), that the man who is

invefted with this garment, fhould be guilty

of lying." " Nor is it proper (replied Leo),

that a prince Ihould be compelled to refign

his own judgment, and the public intereft, to

the will of a fubjedl '^^." After this extraor-

dinary fcene, it was impoffible that the reconci-

liation of the emperor and the patrician could

be fincere ; or, at leaft, that it could be folid and

permanent. An army of Ifaurians ^° was fecretly

levied, and introduced into Conftantinople 3 and

68 Theophanes, p. 95. This appears to be the firfl origin of a

ceremony, which all the Chriftian princes of the world have fince

adopted ; and from which the clergy have deduced the moft formid-

able confequences.

69 Cedrenus (p. 545, 34.6.), who was converfant with the wri-

ters of better days, has preferved the remarkable words of Afpar,

70 The power of the Ifaurians agitated the Eaftern empire in the

two fucceeding reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius ; but it ended in the

deftruftion of thofe Barbarians, who maintained their fieice indepen-

dence about tv.'o hundred and thirty years.

while
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while Leo undermined the authority, and pre- %SJ^T'
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpar, his *

—

k~i
mild and cautious behaviour reftrained them

from any rafh and defperate attempts, which

might have been fatal to themfelves, or their

enemies. The meafures of peace and war were

affefted by this internal revolution. As long as

Afpar degraded the majefly of the throne, the

fecret correfpondence of religion and intereft en-

gaged him to favour the caufe of Genferic.

When Leo had delivered himfelf from that ig-

nominious fervitude, he liftened to the com-

plaints of the Italians j refolved to extirpate the

tyranny of the Vandals J and declared his alliance

with his colleague, Anthemius, whom he fo-

lemnly inverted with the diadem and purple of

the Weft.

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been Anthe-

magnified, fince the Imperial defcent, which he perorofthe

could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, ^^'^
has been fwelled into a line of emperors ^\ But 467-7--

the merit of his immediate parents, their honours,

and their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the

moft illuftrious fubjefls of the Eaft. His father,

Procopius, obtained, after his Perfian embafly,

the rank of general and patrician ; and the name
of Anthemius was derived from his maternal

>' Tali tu civis ab urbe

Procopio genitorc micas ; cui pril'ca propago

Augujlii venit a proa-vis.

Tlie poet (Sidon. Panegyr. Anthem. 67— 306.) then proceeds to

relate the private life and fortunes of the future emperor, with which

he muft have been very inipcrfeflly acquainted.

Vol. VI. O grand-
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%-^^J' grandfather, the celebrated praefeft, who pro*

%.,-y.,^ tecled, with fo much ability and fuccefs, the in-

fant reign of Theodofius. The grandfon of the

prsefeft was raifcd above the condition of a pri-

vate fubjed, by his marriage with Euphemia, the

daughter of the emperor Marcian. This fplen-

did alliance, which might fupcrfede the neceflity

of merit, haftened the promotion of Anthemius

to the fucceffive dignities of count, of mafter-

general, of conful, and of patrician j and his

merit or fortune claimed the honours of a vidory,

which was obtained on the banks of the Danube,

over the Huns. Without indulging an extrava-

gant ambition, the fon-in-law of Marcian might

hope to be his fuccelTor j but Anthemius fupported

the difappointment with courage and patience ;

and his fubfequent elevation was univerfally ap-

proved by the public, who efteemed him worthy

to reign, till he afcended the throne'*. The em-,

peror of the Weft marched from Conftantinople,

attended by feveral counts of high diftindion,

and a body of guards, almoit equal to the

^ P g ftrength and numbers of a regular army: he en-

Apiii 12. tered Rome in triumph, and the choice of Leo

was confirmed by the fenate, the people, and the

Barbarian confederates of Italy ". The folemn

7- Sidonius difcovers, with tolerable ingenuity, that this difap-

pointment added new liiftre to the virtues of Anthemius (210,.

&c.), who declined one fceptre, and reluftantly accepted another

(22, &c.).

7J The poet again celebrates the unanimity of all orders of the

ftate (15—22.) : and the Chronicle of Idatius mentions the forccg

which attended his march*

4 inauguratioit
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inauguration of Anthemius was followed by the chap.

nuptials of his daughter and the patrician Rici- u -y *j

mer j a fortunate event, which was confidered as

the firmeft fecurity of the union and happinefs of

the ftate. The wealth of two empires was often-

tatioufly difplayed -, and many fenators completed

their ruin by an expenfive effort to difguifc their

poverty. All ferious bufinefs was fufpended du-

ring this feftivalj the courts of juftice were fliut;

the ftreets of Rome, the theatres^ the places of

public and private refort, refounded with hyme-

nseal fongs and dances j and the royal bride,

clothed in filken robes, with a crown on her

head, was conducted to the palace of Ricimer^

who had changed his military drefs for the habit

of a conful and a fenator. On this memorable
occafion, Sidonius, whofe early ambition had been

fo fatally blaftcd, appeared as the orator of Au-
vergne, among the provincial deputies who ad-

dreffed the throne with congratulations or com-
plaints '*. The calends of January were now ap- ^ d.aSS
proaching, and the venal poet, who had loved January u
Avitus, and efteemed Majorian, was perfuaded

by his friends, to celebrate, in heroic verfe, the

merit, the felicity, the fecond confullliip, and

the future triumphs of the emperor Anthemius.

Sidonius pronounced, with alfurance and fuccefs,

a panegyric which is ftill extant j and whatever

might be the imperfeftlons, either of the fubjeft

74- Interveni autem nuptlis Patricii Rlcimeris, cui filla perennis

Augufti in fpem publicae fecuritatis copulabatur. The journey of

Sidonius from Lyons, and the feftival of Rome, are defcribed with

fome fpirit. L. i, epift. 5, p. 9—13. Epift. 9. p. 21.

O 2 or
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x^v/* °^ ^^ ^^^ compofition, the welcome flatterer was

u -y -< immediately rewarded with the prsefedure of

Rome ; a dignity which placed him among the

illufl:rious perfonages of the empire, till he wifely

preferred the more refpeftable character of a

bifhop and a faint ^*.

Thefefti- xhc Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety
val of the . .

Luperca- and catholic faith of the emperor whom they gave

to the Weft j nor do they forget to obferve, that

when he left Conftantinople, he converted his pa-

lace into the pious foundation of a public bath,

a church, and an hofpital for old men ^^ Yet

fome fufpicious appearances are found to fully the

theological fame of Anthemius. From the con-

verfation of Philotheus, a Macedonian fectary, he

had imbibed the fpirit of religious toleration

;

and the Heretics of Rome would have afTembled

with impunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure

which pope Hilary pronounced in the church of

St, Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un-

popular indulgence ". Even the Pagans, a feeble

and

"3 Sidonius (1. i. epift. 9. p. 23, 24..) very fairly ftates his mo-

tive, his labour, and his reward. *' Hie ipfe Panegyricus, fi non
*« judicium, certe eventum, boni operis, accepit." He was made

bifhop of Clermont, A.D. 471. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn,

xvi. p. 750.

"5 The palace of Anthemius flood on the banks of the Propontis.

In the ninth century, Alexius, the fon-in-law of the emperor Theo-

philus, obtained permiffion to purchafe the ground ; and ended his

days in a mcnaftery which he founded on that ddightful fpot. Du-

cange, Conftantinopolis Chriftiana, p. 117. 152.

77 Papa Hilarus . . . apud beatum Petrum Apoftolum, palam

re id fieret clara voce conftrinxit, in tantum ut non ea facienda cum

interpoll tlone juramenti idem prgmltteret Jmperator. Gelallus Epif-

tol.
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and obfcure remnant, conceived fome vain hopes ^JJ^„j'
from the indifference, or partiality, of Anthe-

mius ; and his fingular friendfhip for the philo-

fopher Severus, whom he promoted to the con-

fulfliip, was afcribed to a fecret projedl, of revi-

ving the ancient worfhip of the Gods '\ Thefe

idols were crumbled into diift : and the mytho-

logy which had once been the creed of nations,

was fo univerfally difbelieved, that it might be em-

ployed without fcandal, or at lead without fufpi-

cion, by Chriftian poets ^^ Yet the veftiges of

fuperftition were not abfolutely obliterated, and

the feftival of the Lupercalia, whofe origin had

preceded the foundation of Rome, was ftill cele-

brated under the reign of Anthemius. The fa-

vage and fimple rites were expreffive of an early

ftate of fociety before the invention of arts and

agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided over

the toils and pleafures of the paftoral life, Pan,

Faunus, and their train of fatyrs, were fuch as

the fancy of fhepherds might create, fportive,

petulant, and lafcivious j whofe power was li-

mited, and whofe malice was inoffenfive. A

tol. aJ Andronicuni, apud Baron. A. D. 467. N° 3. The cardi-

nal oblerves, with fbme complacency, that it was much cafier to

plant herefies at Conftantinople, than at Rome.

1^ Damafclus, in tl'.e life of theiphilofopher Ifidore, apud Pho-

tium, p. 1049, Damafcius, who lived under Juftinian, coxnpofed

another work, confifting of 570 praeternatural ftories of fouls, dw-.-

mons, apparitions, the dotage of Platonic Paganifm.

79 In the poetical worksof Sidonius, which he afterwards con-,

demned (1. ix. epift. 16. p. 285.), the fabulous deities are the prin-

cipal a£tors. If Jerom was fcourged by the angels for only reading

Virgil ; the bifhop of Clermont, for fuch a vile imitation, deferv?4

arj additional whipping from the mufes.

O 3 goat
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^ K A p, goat Yvas the offering the beft adapted to their

chara<5ler and attributes ; the flefh of the victim

was roafted on willow fpits ; and the riotous

youths, who crowded to the feaft, ran naked

about the fields, with leather thongs in their

hands, connmunicating, as it was fuppofed, the

bleffing of fecundity to the women whom
they touched ^'^. The altar of Pan was eredied,

perhaps by Evander the Arcadian, in a dark re-

cefs in the fide of the Palatine-hill, watered by a

perpetual fountain, and (haded by an hanging

grove. A tradition, that, in the fame place,

Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf,

rendered it ftill more facred and venerable in the

eyes of the Romans ; and this fylvan fpot was|

gradually furrounded by the ftately edifices of the

Forum ^'. After the converfion of the Imperial

city, the Chriftians ftill continued, in the month

of February, the annual celebration of the Lu-

percalia; to which they afcribed a fecret and

myfterious influence on the genial powers of the

animal and vegetable world. The bifhops of

Rome were folicitous to abolilTi a profane cuf-

tom, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity

;

but their zeal was not fupported by the authority

of the civil magiftrate : the inveterate abufc fub-

5lo Ovid (Faft. 1. ii. 267—452.) has given an amufing dcfcrip-

tl'on of the follies of antiquity, which ftill infpired fo much refpefl,

that a grave magiftrate, running naked through the ftreets, was not

an objefl of aitonifhment or laughter.

8» See Dionyf. Halicarn. 1. i. p. 25. 65. edit. Hudfon. The

Roman Antiquaries, Donatus, (1. ii. c. 18. p. 173, 174..) and

Nardini (p. 386, 387.), have laboured to afcertain the true fituation

©f the Lupercal.

filled
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fifted rill the end of the fifth century, and pope C 11 a p.
xxxvr

GeJafius, who purified the capital from the laft

ilain of idolatry, appeafed, by a formal apology,

the murmurs of the fenate and people'*.

In all his public declarations, the emperor Leo Prepara-

afTumes the authority, and profefles the afFedion, L'^j" ^^he

of a father, for his fon Anthemius, with whom he Vandais of

had divided the adminiftration of the univerfe *^ A.D.468.

The fituation, and perhaps the charafler, of Leo,

diflAiaded him from expofing hisperfon to the toils

and dangers of an African war. But the powers

of the Eaftern empire were ftrenuoufly exerted to

deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Van-

dals J and Genferic, who had fo long oppreffed

both the land and fea, was threatened from every

fide with a formidable invafion. The campaign

was opened by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of

the prsefed Heraclius **. The troops of Egypt,

8* BaronJus publifhed, from the MSS. of the Vatican, this epiftle

of pope Gelafius (A. D. 4.96. N'' aS

—

4S.)j which is entitled Ad-
verl'us Andromachum Senatorem, csetei'olque Romanos, qui Liipei-

caliafecundum morem piiftinum colenda conftituebant. Gelafius al-

^A/3ys fuppofes that his adveriaries are nominal Chriftians, and that

he may not yield to them in abfurd prejudice, he imputes to this

tiarmlefs feftival, all the calamities of the age.

3J Itaque nos quibus totius mundi regimen commifit fuperna pro-

vifio .... Pius ettriumphatorfemper Auguftus filius nofter Anthe-

mius, licet Divina Majeltas et noftra creatio pietati ejus plenam Im-

perii commiferit poieftatem, &c. . . . Such is the dignified llyle of

Leo, whom Anthemius refpeflfully names, Dominus et Pater meus

Princeps facratiffinius Leo. See Novell. Anthem, tit. ii, iii. p. 3S,

ad calcem. Cod. Theod.
*4- The expedition of Keraclius is clouded with difficulties (Tille-

piont, Hift. des Empereurs, toni. vi. p. 640.), and it requires fom&

dexterity to ufe the circumftances altorded by ThcophafJIs, without

injury to the mort rcfpeflable evidence of Procopius.

O 4 Thebais,
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CHAP. Thebais, and Libya, were embarked under his
XXXVI.

command: and the Arabs, with a train of horfes

and caniCiS, opened the roads of the defert. He-

raclius landed or. the coaft of Tripoli, furprifed

and fubdued the cities of that province, and pre-

pared, by a laborious march, which Cato had for-

merly executed ^^, to join the Imperial army under

the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this

iofs extorted from Genferic, fome infidious and

inefFcftual propofitions of peace : but he was ftill

more feriouOy alarmed by the reconciliation of

Marcellinus with the two empires. The inde-

pendent patrician had been perfuaded to acknow-

ledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he

accompanied in his journey to Rome; the Dal-

matian fleet was received into the harbours of

Italy; the adive valour of Marcellinus expelled

the Vandals from the ifland of Sardinia ; and the

languid efforts of the Weft added fome weight to

' the immenfe preparations of the Eaftern Romans.

The expence of the naval armament, which Leo

fent againft the Vandals, has been diftinclly afcer-

tained ; and the curious and indruclive account

difplays the wealth of the declining empire. The
royal demefnes, or private patrimony of the prince,

fupplied feventeen thoufand pounds ofgold; forty-

85 The march of Cato from Berenice, in the province of Cyrene,

was much longer than that of Heraclius from Tripoli. He pafl'ed

the deep fandy defert in thirty days, and it was found necefTary to

provide, befides the ordinary fupplies, a great number of flcins filled

with water, and feveral Pfylli, who were fuppofed to poflefs the art

of fucking the wounds which had been made by the ferpents of their

native country. See Plutarch in Caton. Uticens, torn. iv. p. 275.

Strabon. Geograph. 1. xvii. p. 11 93.

feven
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feven thouland pounds of gold, and feven hun- C h a p

dred thoufand of filver, were levied and paid into

the treafury by the Prcetorian praefecfls. But the

cities were reduced to extreme poverty ; and the

diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, as a

•valuable objeil of the revenue, does not fuggeft

the idea of a juft, or merciful, adminiftration.

The whole cxpence, by whatfoever means it was

defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to

the fum ofone hundred and thirty thoufand pounds

of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand

pounds fterling, at a time when the value ofmoney

appears, from the comparative price of corn, to

have been fom.ewhat higher than in the prefent

age*^. The fleet that failed from Conflanrinople

to Carthage, confifted of eleven hundred and

thirteen fhips, and the number of foldiers and

mariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men.

Bafilifcus, the brother of the emprefs Vorina, was

entrufted with this important command. His

fifter, the wife of Leo, had exaggerated the merit

of his former exploits againfl: the Scythians. But

the difcovery of his guilt, or incapacity, was re-

ferved for the African war j and his friends could

only five his military reputation, by afTerting,

that he had confpired with Afpar to fpare Gen-

86 The principal fum is clearly exprelTed by Procopius (Je Bell.

Vandal. 1. i. c. vi. p. 191.) 5 the fmaller conftitiient parts, which
Tillemont (Hift. des Einpereurs, torn. vi. p. 396.) has laborioufly

collcckd from the Byzantine writers, are lefs certain, and lei's im-

portant. The hiftorian Malchus laments the public mifeiy (Ex-

cerpt, ex Suida in Corp. Hilt. Byzant. p. 58.) ; but he is furely un- •

jiifi:, when he charges Leo with hoarding the treafures which he ex-

torted from the people.

feric,
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CHAP, feric, and to betray the lafl: hope of the Weftern

•^ -^ < empire.

Failure of Experience has fhewn, that the fuccefs of an

tJonT^^*^'
J^vader moll commonly depends on the vigour

and celerity of his operations. The ftrength and

Iharpnefs of the firft impreffion are blunted by de<«

lay; the health and fpirit of the troops infenfibly

languifh in a diftant climate; the naval and mili-

tary force, a mighty effort which perhaps can

never be repeated, isfilently confumed; and every

hour that is walled in negociation, accuftoms the

enemy to contemplate and examine thofe hoftile

terrors, which, on their firfl appearance, he deemed

irrefiflible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus

purfued its profperous navigation from the Thra-

cian Bofphorus to the coafl of Africa. He landed

his troops at Cape Bona, or the promontory of

Mercury, about forty miles from Carthage *\

The army of Heraclius^ and the fleet of Marcel-

linus, eitherjoined or feconded the Imperial lieu-

tenant ; and the Vandals, who oppofed his pro-

grefs by fea or land, were fucceflively van-

quifiied^\ If Bafilifcus had feized the moment
of confternation, and boldly advanced to the ca-

pital, Carthage muft have furrendered, and the

*7 This promontory is forty miles from Carthage (Procop. 1. i. c. 6,

p. 192.) and twenty leagues from Sicily (Shaw's Travels, p. 89.).

Scipio landed farther in the bay, at the fair promontory ; fee the ani-

mated dcfcription of Livy, xxix. 26, 27.

8S Theophanes (p. 100.) affirms that many fliips of the Vandals

were funk. The afiertion of Jornandes (de Succeflione Regn.),

that Bafilifcus attacked Carthage, muft be underftood in a very qua-

lified fenfe.

king*
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kingdom of the Vandals was extinsfuifhed. Gen- chap.
. XXXVI,

feric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded

it with his veteran dexterity. He protefted, in

fhe mofl refpedful language, that he was ready to

fubmit his perfon, and his dorninions, to the will

of the emperor J but he requefted a truce of five

(days to regulate the terms of his fubmiffion j and

it was univerfally believed, that his fecret libera-

lity contributed to the fuccefs of this public nego-

ciation. Inftead of obftinately refufing whatever

indulgence his enemy fo earneftly folicited, the

guilty, or the credulous, Bafilifcus confented to

the fatal truce J and his imprudent fecurity feemed

to proclaim, that he already confidered himfelf as

the conqueror of Africa. During this fhort inter-

val, the wind became favourable to the defigns of

Genferic. He manned his largeft fhips of war

with the braveft of the Moors and Vandals i and

they towed after them many large barks, filled

with combuftible materials. In the obfcurity of

the night, thefe deftrudlive vellels were impelled

againfl: the unguarded and unfufpefting fleet of

the Romans, who were awakened by the fenfe of

their inftant danger. Their clofe and crowded

prder afiifted the progrefs of the fire, which was

communicated with rapid and irrefiftible violence;

and the noife of the wind, the crackling of the

flames, the dilTonant cries of the foldiers and ma-
riners, who could neither command, nor obey,

increafed the horror of the noflurnal tumult.

Whilfl: they laboured to extricate themfelves from

the firefhips, and to fave at lead a part of the

navy,
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C H A P. navy, the gallies of Genferic afTaulted them with

temperate and difciplined valour -, and many of

the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames,

were deftroyed or taken by the vi(florious Vandals.

Among the events of that difaftrous night, the he-

roic, or rather defperate, courage of John, one

of the principal officers of Bafilifcus, has refcued

his name from oblivion. When the fliip, which

he had bravely defended, was almofl: confumed,

he threw himfelf in his armour into the fea, dif-

dainfully rejefted the efteem and pity of Genfo,

the fon of Genferic, who preffed him to accept

honourable quarter, and funk under the waves 5

exclaiming with his lafi breath, that he would

never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious

dogs. A6luated by a far different fpirit, Bafilifcus,

whofe ftation was the moft remote from danger,

difgracefuUy fled in the beginning of the engage-

ment, returned to Conftantinople with the lofs of

more than half of his fleet and army, and Iheltered

his guilty head in the fanfluary of St. Sophia, till

his filler, by her tears and entreaties, could obtain

his pardon from the indignant emperor. Hera-

clius effected his retreat through the defert j Mar-

cellinus retired to Sicily, where he was aflfafllnated,

perhaps at the inftigation of Ricimer, by one of

his ovv'n captains; and the king of the Vandals

exprefied his furprife and fatisfaftion, that the Ro-

mans themfelves fhould remove from the world.

his mod formidable antagonifts''. After the fai-

5^9 Damafcius in Vit. Ifidor, apud Phot. p. 1048. It will nppen

by comparing tlie three fhort chronicles of the limes, that Marc;

lijius li&d fought near Carthage, and was killed in Sicily.

lure



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 205

lure of this great expedition, Genferic again be-
^^.^.J**

tame the tyrant of the fea : the coafls of Italy, v ^^-^

Greece, and Afia, were again expofed to his re-

venge and avarice; Tripoli and Sardinia returned

to his obedience ; he added Sicily to the number

of his provinces j and, before he died, in the ful- ^^^
nefs of years and cf glory, he beheld the final ex-

tinftion of the empire of the Weft°°.

During his long and aftive reign, the African Conquefts

monarch had ftudioufly cultivated the friendihip goths'^i„"'

of the Barbarians of Europe, whofe arms he mi^ht ?P^'" ^"'^

. !r Cjaul,

employ in a feafonable and cfteclual diverfion a. d.

againft the two empires. After the death of At- 4&2-472'

tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of

Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Theodoric, who

fucceiUvely reigned over that warlike nation, were

eafiiy perfuaded, by the fenfe of intereft, to forget

the cruel affront which Genferic had inflicted on

their fifter^'. The death of the emperor Majo-

rian delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re-

ftraintof fear, and perhaps of honour; he violated

his recent treaty v/ith the Romans; and the ample

territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to

90 For the African war, fee Procopius (de Eell. Vandal. 1. i.

c. 6. p. 191? 192? I93')' Theophanes (p. 99, ico, loi.), Cediemis

(p. 349, 350.)? and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiv. p. 50, 51.). Mon-
telquieu (Confiderations fur la Grandeur, Sec. c. xx. torn. iii. p.

407.) has m^de a judicious obfervation o;i the failure of thefe great

naval armaments.

9> Jornandes is our beft guide througii ihe reigns of Theouoric If.

and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, c. 44, 45, 46, 47. p. 675— 681.)-

Idatius ends too foon, and Ifidore is too fparing of the information

Vrhicli he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The events that

ttlate to Gaul are laborioufty illuftrated in thu third book of the Abbi-

Dubos, Hill. C.-itiquc, torn. i. p. 4^4—fco.

2 his
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CHAP, his dominions, became the immediate reward o^

^ his perfidy. The felfifli policy of Ricimer en-

couraged him to invade the provinces which were

in the pofieflion of^Egidius, his rivals but the

a6tive count, by the defence of Aries, and the

vi6tory of Orleans, faved Gaul, and checked^

during his lifetime, theprogrefs of the Vifigoths*

Their ambition was foon rekindled ; and the de-

fign of extinguifhing the Roman empire in Spairt

and Gaul, was conceived, and almofl: completed^

in the reign of Euric, who aflafTinated his brother

Theodoric, and difplayed, with a more favage

temper, fuperior abilities, both in peace and war.

He pafled the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous

army, fubdued the cities of SaragofTa and Pampe-

luna, vanquifhed in battle the martial nobles of

the Tarragonefe province, carried his vicftorious

arms into the heart of Lufitania, and permitted

the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under

the Gothic monarchy of Spain '\ The efforts of

Euric were not lefs vigorous, or lefs fuccefsful in

Gaul J and throughout the country that extends

from the Pyrenees to the Rhone and the Loire,

Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities, or

diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as

their mafter ^\ In the defence of Clermont, their

principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf-

tained, with inflexible refolution, the miferies of

9* See Mariana, Hlft. Hifpan. torn. i. 1. v. c. 5. p. 162.

9i An imperfeft, but original, pifture of Gaulj more efpecially

of Auvergne, is (hewn by Sidonius ; who, as a fenator, and after-

wards as abifhop, was dcQply interefted in the fate of his country.

See 1. V. epift. i. 5. 9, &c.

war.
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^'ar, peftilence, and famine; and the Vifigoths, chap.

relinquilhing the fruitlefs fiege, fufpendtd the

hopes of that important conquefl. The youth of

the province were animated by the heroic, and al-

mo(l incredible, valour of Ecdicius, the fon of

the emperor Avitus '*, who made a defperate faily

with only eighteen horfemen, boldly attacked the

Gothic army, and, after maintaining a flying

fkirmifh, retired fafe and victorious within the

walls of Clermont. His charity was equal to his

courage : in a time of extreme fcarcity, four thou-

fand poor were fed at his expence j and his private

influence levied an army of Burgundians for the

deliverance of Auvergne. From bis virtues alone

the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of

fafety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were in-

fufficient to avert the impending ruin of their

country, fince they were anxious to learn from his

authority and example, whether they fliould pre-

fer the alternative of exile, or fervitude'^ The
public confidence was lofl: j the refources of the

ftate were exhaufl:ed; and the Gauls had too much
reafon to believe, that Anthemius, who reigned

in Italy, was incapable of protefting his diftreflTed

fubjedls beyond the Alps. The feeble emperor

could only procure for their defence the fervice of

94 Sidonius, l.iii. epift, 3. p. 65—68. Greg. Turon. 1. ii, c. 24.

in torn. ii. p. 174.. Jornandes, c. 45. p. 675- Perhaps Ecdicius was
only the fon-in-law of Avitus, his wife's fon by another hiifband.

91 Si nuUae a republica vires, nulla prsfidia, fi nuliae, quantum
rumor eft, Anthemii principis opes, ftatuit, teauiStore, nobilitasfcu

patriam dimittere feu capillos (Sidon. 1. ii. epift. i. p. 33.). The
laft words (Sirmond Not. p. 25.) may likewife denote the clerical

tonfure, which was indeed the choice of Sidonius himfclf.

twelve
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^]L^,f • twelve thoufand Britifh auxiliaries. Riothamus,'XXXVl. _ , . , ,

»
y
—

' one of the independent kings, or chieftains, of

the ifland, was perfuaded to tranfport his troops

to the continent of Gaul ; he failed up the Loire,

and eftablilTied his quarters in Berry, where the

people complained of thefe oppreflive allies, till

they were deftroyed, or difperfed, by the arms of

the Vifigoths^'.

Trial of One of the lafl afts of iurifdidion, which the
Arvandiis, ^ .- .

A.D. 468, Roman ienate exercifed over their fubjecls of

Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvan-

dus, the Praetorian prJEfe<5l. Sidonius, who
rejoices that he lived under a reign in which he

might pity and affifl: a ftate-criminal, has ex-

prefled, with tendernefs and freedom, the faults

of his indifcreet and unfortunate friend ". From
the perils which he had efcaped, Arvandus im-

bibed confidence rather than wifdom j and fuch

was the various, though uniformy imprudence

of his behaviour, that his profperity muil appear

much more furprifing than his downfal. The
fecond pr^efedure, which he obtained within the

term of five years, aboliflied the merit and popu-

larity of his preceding adminiftration. His eafy

9^' The hiftory of thefe Britons may be traced in Jornandes (c. 45.

p. 678.), Sidonius (1. iii. epiftol. 9. p. 73, 74.), and Gregory of

Tours (1. ii. c. iS. in torn. ii. p. 170.)- Sidonius (who ftyles

thefe mercenary troops argutos, armatos, tumultuofos, virtute, nu-
mero, conUibernio, contumaces) addrelfcs their general in a tone of

fri^drtiip and familiarity.

97 See Sidonius, I. i. epift. 7. p. 15—20, with Sirmond's notes.

This letter does honour to his heart, as well as to his underftand-

inr;. The profe of Sidonius, however vitiated by a falfe and afftfted

tafte, is much fuperior to his infipid verfes.

tea^per
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temper was corrupted by flattery, and exafperated
^^j^^f'

by oppofition j he was forced to fatisfy his im-

portunate creditors with the fpoils of the pro-

vince i his capricious infolence offended the

nobles of Gaul, and he funk under the v/eight of

the public hatred. The mandate of his difgrace

fummoned him to juftify his condud before the

fenate i and he pafTed the fea of Tufcany with a

favourable wind, the prefage, as he vainly ima-

gined, of his future fortunes. A decent refpect

was Itill obferved for the Prafeuiorian rank j and
'

on his arrival at Rome, Arvanduswas committed

to the hofpitality, rather than to the cuftody, of

Flavius Afellus, the count of the facred largefiesi

who refided in the Capitol ^^. He v.'as eagerly

purfu'^d by his accufers, the four deputies of

Gaul, who were all diilinguillied by their birth,

their dignities, or their eloquence. In the name

of a great province, and according to the forms

of Roman jurifprudence^ they inflituted a civil

and criminal aftion, requiring fuch a refcitution

as might coiTipenfate the loffes of individualsj

and fuch punidiment as might fatisfy the juftice

of the fcate. Their cha'"ges of corrupt oppref-

fion were numerous and v/eighty j but they placed

their fecret dependence on a letter, which they

had intercepted, and which they could prove, by

the evidence of his fecretary, to have h^tn dic-

9" When the Capitol ceafed to be a temple, it was appropriated

to the life of the civil magiftrate j and it is ftill the refidence of the

Roman fenator. The jewelleis, &c. might be allowed to expofc

their precious wares in the porticoes.

Vol. VI. P med



2IO THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, tated by Arvandus himfelf. The author of this

letter feemed to diffuade the king of the Goths

from a peace with the Greek emperor: he fug-

gefted the attack, of the Britons on the Loire

;

and he recommended a divifion of Gaul, ac-

cording to the law of nations, between the Vifi-

goths and the Burgundians ''. Thefe pernicious

fchemes, which a friend could only palliate by

the reproaches of vanity and indifcretion, were

fufceptible of a treafonable interpretation; and

the deputies had artfully refolved, not to produce

their moft formidable weapons till the decifive

moment of the conteft. But their intentions

were difcovered by the zeal of Sidonius. He
immediately apprifed the unfufpec5ling criminal

,

of his danger; and fincerely lamented, without

any mixture of anger, the haughty prefumption

of Arvandus, who rejefted, and even refented,

the falutary advice of his friends. Ignorant of

his real fituation, Arvandus fnevved himfelf in the

Capitol in the white robe of a candidate, ac-

cepted indifcriminate falutations and offers of

fervice, examined the fliops of the merchants,

the filks and gems, fometimes with the indiffe-

rence of a fpedator, and fometimes with the at-

tention of a purchafer; and complained of the

times, of the fenate, of the prince, and of the

delays of juftice. His complaints were foon re-

99 Hsec ad regem Gothorum, charta videbatur emitti, pacem cum

Grsco Imperatore diffuadens, Britannos loper Ligerim iitos impug.-

nari opportere dcmonftrans, cun»- Burgundionibus jure gentium Gal-

Jia? dividi debere coiirumans.

moved.
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moved. An early day was fixed for his trial j ^^xvf'
and Arvandus appeared, with his accufers, be-

fore a nunnerous affembly of the Ronnan fenate.

The mournful garb, which they affeded, excited

the companion of the judges, who were fcan-

dalized by the gay and fplendid drefs of their

adverfary; and when the pr^fed Arvandus, with

the hrft of the Gallic deputies, were direded to

take their places on the fenatorial benches, the

fame contrail of pride and modefty was obferved

in their behaviour. In this memorable judg-*

ment, which prefented a lively image of the old

republic, the Gauls expofed, with force and

freedom, the grievances of the province; and as

foon as the minds of the audience were fufficiently

inflamed, they recited the fatal epiftle. The
obdinacy of Arvandus was founded on theftrange

fuppofition, that afubjeft could not be convided

of treafon, unlefs he had aflually confpired to

aiTume the purple. As the paper was read, he

repeatedly, and with a loud voice, acknowledged

it for his genuine compoficioni and his afto-

nifliment was equal to his difmay, when the

unanimous voice of the fenate declared hiiTi

guilty of a capital offence. By their decree,

he was degraded from the rank of a prefect

to the obfcure condition of a plebeian, and

ignominioufly dragged by fervile hands to the

public prifon. After a fortnight's adjourn-

ment, the fenate was again convened to pro-

nounce the fentencc of his death ; but while ha

€xpc(5led, in the ifland of iEfcuhpius, the expi-

P 2 ratiofi
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^JjE^^-f*- ration of the thirty days allowed bv an ancient

u—v-—-* l^w to the vileil malefatftors '°% his friends inter-

pofed, the emperor Anthemius relented, and the

prsefecl of Gaul obtained the milder puniflimenc

of exile and confifcation. The faults ofArvan-
dus might deferve compaffion5 but the impunity

of Seronatus accufed the juftice of the republic,

till he was condemned, and executed, on the

complaint of the people of Auvergne. That

flagitious miniiler, the Catiline of his age and

country, held a fecret correfpondence with the

Vifigoths, to betray the province which he op-,

prefled : his induftry was continually exercifed in

the difcovery of new taxes and obfolete offences;

and his extravagant vices would have infpired

contempt, if they had not excited fear and ab-

horrence '°'.

Difcord of Such criminals Vvxre not beyond the reach of

niiu'! and juflicej but, whatsvcr might be the gujlt of Ri-

A.D?4.7i.
ci'^^r> ^^'^^'^ powerful Barbarian was able to con-

tend or to negociate with the prince, whofe

alliance he had condefccnded to accept. The
peaceful and profperous reign which Anthemius

had promifcd to the Weft, was foon clouded by

misfortune and difcord. Ricimer, apprehenfive,

or impatient, of a fuperior, retired from Rome,

'°° Senaiujconfultum Tibenanum (Sirmond Not. p. 17.) 5 ^'*''J' tint

law allowed only ten days between the I'cntencc and execution : the

remaining twenty were added in the reigr. of Theodoluis.

*°* Catilina feculi noftri. Sidonius, 1. ii. epilt. i. p. 35 ;.i. v.

epift. 13- ^. 143; 1. vii. epift. 7. p. 185. He execrates the crimes,

and applauds the punifnmcnt, of Seronatus, perhaps with the indig-

nation of a virtuous citizen, perhaps with the refciitment of a per-

ibnal enemy,

and
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and fixed his refidence at Milan j an advantage- ^^-j^j
*

ous fituation, either to invite, or to repel, the

warlike tribes that were feated between the Alps

and the Danube '°\ Italy was gradually divided

into two independent andhoftile kingdoms j and

the nobles of Liguria, who trembled at the near

approach of a civil war, fell proftrate at the feet of

the patrician, and conjured him to fpare their

unhappy country. " For my own part," replied

Ricimer, in a tone of infolent moderation, " I

" am flill inclined to embrace the friendfliip of

" the Galatian '°^
i but who will undertake to

" appeafe his anger, or to mitigate the pride,

" which always rifes in proportion to our fub-

" miflion ?" They informed him, that Epipha-

nius, bifliop of Pavia '°% united the wifdom of

the ferpent with the innocence of the dove; and

appeared confident, that the eloquence of fuch

an ambalTador muft prevail againft the ftrongefl

oppoficion, either of intereil: or paflion. Their

loi Ricimer, xinder the reign of Aiithemius, defeated and flew in

battle Beorgor, king of the Alar.i (Jornandes, c. 45. p. 678.). His

fifter had married the king of the Burgundians, and lie main-

tained an intimate connctSlion with the Suevic colony eftabliflied in

Pannonia and Noricum.

'°3 Gaiatam concitatum. Sirmond (in his notes to Ennodius)r

applies this appellation to Anthcmiiis himfelf. The emperor was

probr.bly born in the province of Galatia, whofe inhnbliunts, the

Gullo-Grecians, were fuppofed to unite the vices of a favage, and a

corrnpted, people.

*°4 Epiphanius was thirty years bifliop of Pavia (A. D. 467—
497; fee Tillemcnt, Mem. Ecck-f, torn. xvi. p. 78S.). Kis name

and actions would have been unknown to pollerity, if Ennodius, one

of his fucceffors, had not written his life (Sirmond, Opera, torn. i.

p. 1647—1692.) ; in which he rcprcfents hin) as one of the greatcil

charai^iers of the age.

P 3 recom-
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^YY^r^'
^'^^o^^'i'^^^'^^^io" ^''^s approved ; and Epiphanius,

w—y.-.^ affuming the benevolent office of mediation,

proceeded without delay to Rome, where he was

received with the honours due to his merit and

reputation. The oration of a bifhop in favour

of peace, may be eafily fuppofed : he argued,

that in all pofllble circumftances, the forgivenefs

of injuries muft be an acl of mercy, or magnani-

mity, or prudence; and he ferioufly admonifhed

the emperor to avoid a conteft with a fierce Bar-

barian, which might be fatal to himfelf, and

muil be ruinous to his dominions. Anthemius

acknowledged the truth of his maxims j but he

deeply felt, with grief and indignation, the be-

haviour of Ricimer; and his paffion gave elo-

quence and energy to his difcourfe. " What
*« favours," he warmly exclaimed, " have we
" refufed to this ungrateful man ? What provo-

" cations have we not endured ? Regardlefs of

«^ the majefty of the purple, I gave my daughter

^' to a Goth ; I facrificed my own blood to the

<' fafety of the republic. The liberality which

*' ought to have fecured the eternal attachment

*' of Ricimer, has exafperated him againll his

*' benefa6lor. What wars has he not excited

*f againft the empire? How often has he inlli-

" gated and afililed the fury of hoftile nations ?

«' Shall I now accept his perfidious friendfliip ?

" Can I hope that he will refpe6t the engage-

"' ments of a treaty, who has already violated

" the duties of a fon ?" But the anger of Anthe-

mius evaporated in thefe paffionate exclamations:

he infenfibly yielded to the propofals of Epipha-

nius j
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nius; and the bifhop returned to his dlocefe with CHAP.
XXXV f

the fatisfa6lion of reftoring the peace of Italy, by -\- [f

a reconciliation '°% of which the fincerity and

continuance might be reafonably lufpefted.

The clemency of the emperor was extorted from

his weaknefs ; and Ricimer fufpended his ambi-

tious defigns, till he had fecretly prepared the

engines, with which he refolved to lubvert the

throne of Anthemius* The mafl'C of peace and

moderation was then thrown afide. The army

of Ricimer was fortified by a numerous reinforce-

ment of Bargundians and Oriental Suevi : he

difclaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperor^

marched from Milan to the gates of Rome, and

fixing his camp on the banks of the Anio, impa-

tiently expected the arrival ofOiybrius, his Im-

perial candidate.

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family, Olybrius

might efteem himfelf the lavv^ful heir of the the^weft^

Weflern empire. He had married Placidia, the ^'^•+7^'
^

. . - Maicli23,
younger daughter of Valentinian, after fhe was

reftored by Genfcric; who (till detained her fifter

Eudoxia, as the wife, or rather as the captive,

of his fon. The king of the Vandals fupported,

by threats and folicitatjons, the fair pretenfions

of his Roman ally; and affigned, as one of the

motives of the war, the refufal of the fenate and

people to acknowledge their lawful prince, and

the unworthy preference which they had given to

^<=S Ennodius (p. 1659— 1664..) has related this ernbcifTy of Epi-

phanius ; and his narrative, verbofe and turgid as it miift appear,

illullratcs fome curious pafTages in the fall of tlie Weftcrn empire,

P 4 a firanger.
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CHAP, a flranger '°\ The friendlhip of the public
XXXVI . .

enemy might render Olybrius ftill more unpopu-

lar to the Italians ; but when Ricimcr meditated

the ruin of the emperor Anthemius, he tempted

with the offer of a diadem the candidate who

could juftify his rebellion by an illufrrious name,

and a royal alliance. The hufband of Placidia,

whoj like moft of his ancellorsj had been invefled

with the confular dignity, might have continued

to enjoy a fecure and fplendid fortune in the

peaceful refidence of Conftantinoplej nor does

he appear to have been tormented by fuch a

genius, as cannot be amufed or occupied, unkls

by the adminidration of an empire. Yet Oly-

brius yielded to the importunities of his friends,

perhaps of his wifej raflily plunged into the

dangers and calamities of a civil warj and, with

the fecret connivance of the emperor Leo, ac-

cepted the Italian purple, which was bellowed,

and refumed, at the capricious will of a Barba-

rian. He landed without obRacle (for Genferic

was mafter of the fea) either at Ravenna or the

port of Qfi:ia, and immediately^ proceeded to

the camp of Ricimer, where he was received as

the fovereign of the Weftern world •°^

1^^ Prifcus Excerpt. Legation, p. 74. Procopius de I^ell. Van-

dal. 1. i. c. 6. p, 19J. Eiidoxia and her daughter were reftored

after the death of Majorian. Perhaps the conl'ulfliip of Olybrius

(A. D. 4-64..) was beftowed as a nuptial prefent.

i°7 The hoftile appearance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithftanding

the opinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reign. The fecret con-

nivance of Leo is acknowledged by Theophanes, and the Pafclial

Chronicle. We are ignorant of his motives ; but, in this obfcure

period, o\u- Ignorance extends to the moft public and important fafts.

The
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The patrician, who had extended his pofls
^^xvT*

from the Anio to the Milvian bridge, already —,,

—

*

podefied two quarters of Rome, the Vatican and
-^l,^^^^^^^

the Taniculum, which are ieparated by the Tyber ^'eath of

from the reft or the city '°^j and it may be con- mius,

jedlured, t-liat an afTembly of feceding fenators ^^^ur'^^^""

imitated, in the choice of Oiybriiis, the forms of

a legal eleftion. But the body of the fenate and

people firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemius;

and the more effeiScual fupport of a Gothic army

enabh'd him to prolong his reign, and the public

diftrefs, by a refiftance of three months, which

produced the concomitant evils of fam^ine and

peftilence. At length, Ricimer made a furious

afiault on the bridge of Hadrian, or St. Angeloi

and the narrow pafs was defended with equal

valour by the Goths, till the death of Gilirr.cr

their leader. The vidorious troops breaking

down every barrier, ruflied \vith irrefifiible

violence into the heart of the city, and Rome
(if we may vSt the language of a contem>porary

Pope) was fubverted by the civil fury of Anthe-

jTiius and Ricimer '°^. The unfortunate An-

themius

'^8 Cf the fourteen regions, or quarters, into -which Raine vv;h

divided by Auguftus, only ens, the Jr.niculurn, lay on the Tufcuii

fide of the Tyber. But, in the fifth century, the Va'ican fubuib

formed a confiderabie city ; :md in the ecclehaftical diftribution,

which had been recently made by Simplicius, -the reigning pope,

tvjo of the Jmen regions, or pari'lies, cf Rome, depended on the

church of St. Peter. See Nardini Roma Antica, p. 67. It would

require a tedious difTertation to mark the tircumuances, in wlilch I

am inclined to depart from tlie tojmcn-aphy of that learned Roman.

'=9 Nuper Anthemii et Ricimcris civil! furore fubverfa ell. Ge- •

l^<ius In Epilh ad Andromach. apud Baron. A. D. 496. N'^43,

tiji'onius
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CHAP, themius was draarffed from his concealment, and
XXXVI.
V -^- ' inhumanly maflacred by the command of his

fon-in-law; who thus added a third, or perhaps

a fourth emperor to the number of his viftims.

The foldiers, who united the rage of faftious

citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians,

were indulged, without controul, in the licence

of rapine and murder : the crowd of flaves and

plebeians, who were unconcerned in the event,

could only gain by the indifcriminate pillage; and

the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con-

traft of Hern cruelty, and diffolute intempe-

Beafn of rancc "°. Forty days after this calamitous event,

Aag?ro\ ^^^ fubjedl, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was

delivered, by a painful difeafe, from the tyrant

Ricimer^ who bequeathed the con^imand of his

army to his nepliew Gundobald, one of the

princes of the Burgundians. In the fame year,

all the principal aftors in this great revolution,

were removed from the llage ; and the whole

znd of reign of Olybrius, whofe death does not betray

oa. "J!'
any fymptoms of violence, is included within the

term of feven months. He left one daughter, the

ofrsprijig of his marriage with Placidiaj and the

family of the great Theodofius, tranfplanted from

Stgonius (torn. i. 1. x'lv. de Occidentali Imperio, p. 54.2, 543.)

and Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. iv. p. 308, 309.)' ^''^' ^^^^

aid of a lefs imperfeft MS. of the Hiftoria Mifcella, have iUuftrated

this dark and bloody tranfadion.

»»° Such had been the fjeva ac deformis lube tota facics, when

Rome was aflaulted and ftormed by the troops of Velpafian (fee

Tacit. Hift. iii. 82, 83.) ; and every caufe of mifcliief had fince

acquired much additional energy. The revolution of ages may bring

round the fame calamities ; but ages may revolve, without pro-

ducing a Tacitus to defcribe them.

\ Spain
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Spain to Conftantinople, was propagated in the
^xxvf."

female line as far as the eighth generation "'.
' .,—-^

Whilfl: the vacant throne of Italy was aban- Julius Ne-
'

.
pos and

doned to lawlefs Barbarians "% the election of a Giyceiiu*

new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the coun- orfhe°"

cil of Leo. The emprefs Verina^ ftudious to ^^^^'

promote the greatnefs of her own family, had 472—475«

married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who

fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fove-

reigncy of Dalmatia, a more folid pofleffion than

the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of

Emperor of the Weft. But the meafures of the n

Byzantine court were fo languid and irrefolute,

that many months elapfed afcer the death of

Anthemius, and even of Olybrius, before their

deftined fucceflbr could fhew himfelf, with a re-

fpefcable force, to his Italian fubje6ls. During

that interval, Glycerius, an obfcure foldier, was

invefted with the purple by his patron Gundo-

bald ; but the Burgundian prince was unable,

or unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil

war : the purfuits of domeftic ambition recalled

him beyond the Alps "% and his client was per-

'" See Ducange, Familise Byzantin. p. 74., 75. Areoblndus,

who appears to have married the niece of the emperor Juftinian, was

the eighth defcendant of the elder Theodofius.

"* The lalt revolutions of the Weftern empire are faintly marked

in Theophanes (p. 102.), Jornandcs (c. 4.5. p. 679. )> the Chronicle

of Marcellinus, and the Fragments of an anonymoiis writer, pub-

lifhed by Valefius at the end of Ammianus (p. 716, 717. )• ^^

Photius had Hot been fo wretchedly concife, we fliould derive much
information from the contemporary hirtories of Malchus and Can-

didas. See his Extrails, p. 172— 179.

"5 See Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 28. in torn. ii. p, 175. Dubos,

Hift. Critique, torn. i. p. 613. By the murder, or death, of hils

two brothers, Gundobald acquired the fole pofTeffion of the king.

dom of Burgundy, whofe ruin was haftencd by thi;ir difcord.

mitted
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c HAP. mitted to exchange the Roman fceptre for th€ i

XXXVI. .
'

bilhopric of Saloaa. After extinguifliirtg fuch a

competitor, the emperor Nepos was acknow-

ledged by the fenate, by the Italians, and by

the provincials of Gaul j his moral virtues, and

military talents, were loudly celebrated j and

thofe who derived any private benefit from his

government, announced, in prophetic ftrains,

the reftoration of the public felicity ''*. Their

hopes (if fuch hopes had been entertained) were

confounded within the term of a fingle year; and

the treaty of peace, v/hich ceded Auvergne to

the Vifigoths, is the only event of his fliort and

inglorious reign. The mod faithful fubjeds of

Gaul were facrificed, by the Italian em.peror, to

the hope of domeftic lecurity "'; but his repofe

was ioon invaded by a furious fedition of tiie

Barbarian confederates, who, under the com-

mand of Oreftes, their general, were in full

march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled

at their approach ; and, inftead of placing a juft

confidence in the ftrengih. of Ravenna, he haftily

efcaped to his lliips, and retired to his Dalma-

tian principality, on the oppofite coaft of the

Hadriatic. By this Ihamcful abdication, he

protradled his life about five years, in a very

"+ Julius Nepos nrm^s pariter fumrnus Auguftus ac nioribus,

Sidonius, 1. V. ep. i6. p. 146. Kepos had given to Ecdicius thei

title of patrician, which Anthemius had prouiifed, deceflbrls Ai\-

i

themei fidem abfolvit. See I. viii, ep. 7. n. 224.

'IS Epiphanius v\-as fcnt ambaffador from Nepos to the Vjfigoths,

for the purpofe of afccrtair.ing the jir.cs Imperii ItaUci (Ennodius in

Sirmond, torn. i. p. 1665— 1669.). His pathetic dilcourfe con-

ceakd the difgraceful fecret, which foon excited the juft and bitter

complulnts of the bifliop of Clermont.

ambiguous;
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ambiguous Hate, between an emperor and an
^xxxv^*

e::i!e, till he was afiafiinated at Salona by the \^^
^—>

ungrateful Glycerius, who was tranflatcd, per-

hips as the reward of his crime, to the arch-

biihoprix: of Milan "\

• The nations, who had aflerted their independ- The pnl-

Itnce after the death of Attila, were eftabliilied,
Jes|'*^'^^"

by the right of poffefilon or conqueft, in the A.D.475.

boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube;
or in the Roman provinces between the river and

the Alps. But the braved of their youth enlifted

in the army of confederateSi who formed the de-

fence and the terror of Italy "^; and in this pro-

mifcuous multitude, the namies of the Heruli, the

Scyrri, the Alani, the Turcilingi, and the Ru-
gians, appear to have predominated. The ex^

ample of thefe warriors was imitated by Oreftes"*,

the Ion of Tatullus, and the father of the lad Ro-
man emperor of the Weft. Oreftes, who has been

already n;entioned in this hiftory, had never de-

ferted his country. His birth and fortunes ren-

dered him one of the mofc illuftrious fubjedls of

^'^ Malchus, ajnid Phot. p. 172. Ennod. Epigram. Ixxxii. in

Sirmoiul Oper, torn. i. p. 1879. Some doubt may however be

railed on the identity of ihe emperor and the arehbifliop,

"7 Oor knowledge of thefe mercenaries, who iiibverted the

Weftern empire, is derived from Procopiiis (de Bel!. Gothico, 1. i.

€. i. p. 308.). The popular opinion, and the recent hiftorians,

reprcfent Odoacer in the falfe light oi^jlranger, and a king, who in-

traded Italy with an army of foreigners, his native fubjefts.

"* Oreftes, qui co tempore quando Attila ad Italiam venit, feilli

jtinxit, et ejus notarius faflus fuerat. Anonym. Valef. p. ji6. He
is miflaken in the date ; but we may credit his alitrlion, that the

fecretary of Attila was the father of Auguihilus.

Panno-
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CHAP. Pannonia. When that province was ceded to the
XXXVI .

•">-

y_ -\. ^} Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attila, his

lawful fovereign, obtained the office of his fecre-

tary, and was repeatedly fent ambafTador to Con-

flantinople, to reprcfent the perfon, and fignify

the comnnands, of the imperious monarch. The
death of that conqueror reftored him to his free*

dom; and Oreftes might honourably refufe either

to follow the fons of Attila into the Scythian de-

fert, or to obey the Oflrogoths, who had ufurped

the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the fer-

vice of the Italian princes, the fucceflbrs of Va-

lentinian s and, as he poffefTed the qualifications

of courage, induftry, and experience, he advanced

with rapid fteps in the military profefllon, till he

was elevated, by the favour of Nepos himfelf, to

the dignities of patrician, and mafter-general of

the troops. Thcfe troops had been long accuf-

tomed to reverence the charaftcr and authority of

Oreftes, who afFefted their manners, converfed

with them in their own language, and was inti-

mately conneded \ni\\ their national chieftains,

by long habits of familiarity and friendfhip. At

his folicitation they rofe in arms againft the ob—

fcure Greek, who prefum.ed to claim their obe*

dience; and when Orefces, from fomie fecret mo-

tive, declined the purple, they confented, with

the fame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au-

F s fon
guftulus, as the emperor of the Weft. By the ab-

Ausuftu- dication of Nepos, Oreftes had now attained the

empetorof lummit 01 his ambitious hopes J but he loon ail"

theWei^,^
covered, before the end of the firftvear, that the

/i. JL/. 4.70. " . ' . '

klTons of perjury and ingratitude, which a rebel

muft
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muft inculcate, will be retorted affainft himfelfj chap.
XXXVI.

and that the precarious fovereign of Italy was only

permitted to chufe, whether he would be the flave,

or the vidim, of his Barbarian mercenaries. The
dangerous alliance of thefe flrangers, had op-

prefled and infulted the laft remains of Roman
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their

pay and privileges were augmented ; but their in-

folcnce increafed in a flill more extravagant de-

gree J they envied the fortune of their brethren in

Gaul, Spain, and Africa, whofe victorious arms

hadacquired an independent and perpetual inherit-

ance; and they infifted on their peremptory de-

mand, that a third part of the lands of Italy fhould

be immediately divided among them. Orefles,

with a fpirit which, in another fituation, mighc

be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to en-

counter the rage of an armed multitude, than to

fubfcribe the ruin of an innocent people. He re-

je61:ed the audacious demand; and his refufal was

favourable to the ambition of Odoacer j a bold

Barbarian, who afiured his fellovz-foldiers, that,

if they dared to afTociate under his command,

they might foon extortthejuftice which had been

denied to their dutiful petitions. From all the

Gamps and garrifons of Italy, the confederates,

afluated by the fame refentment and the fame

hopes, impatiently flocked to the ftandard of this

popular leader; and the unfortunate patrician,

overwhelmed by the torrent, haftily retreated to

the flrong city of Pavia, the epifcopal feat of the

holy Epiphanltes. Pavia was immediately be-

fieged,
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^J^r^J.' fieged, the fortificadons were ftormed, the townXXXVL
.

'

. .

*—t^
—

' was pillaged ; and although the bilhop might la-

bour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to fave

the property of the church j and the chaftity of fe-

male captives, the tumult could only be appeafed

by the execution of Oreftes "'. His brother Paul

was flain in an aftion near Ravenna; and the help-

lefs AugUiluIus, who could no longer command
the refped:, was reduced to implore the clemency,

of Odoacer.

Odoacer That fucccfsful Barbarian was the fon of Ede-

itaiy. con i who, in fome rernarkable tranfactions, par-

^- ^' ticularly defcribed in a preceding chapter, jiad
476—490. '' ^

.
f.

been the colleague of Orelles himlelf. The ho-

nour of an ambafiador fliould be exempt from fuf-.

picion ; and Edecon had liftened to a confpiracy

againft the life of his fovereign. But this apparent

guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance: his

rank was eminent and confpicuous ; he enjoyed

the favour of Atrila; and the troops under his

command, who guarded, in their turn, the royal

village, confided in a tribe of Scyrri, his imme*

diateand hereditary fLibjefts. In the revolt of the

nations, they fliii adhered to the Huns ; and^

more than twelve years afterwards, the name of

Edecon is honourably mentioned, in their unequal

conteft with the Oftrogothsj which was termi-

nated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and

"9 See Enoodius (in Vit, Eplphan. Slimond, torn. 1. p. 1669,'

1670.). He adds weight to the nanative of Prccopius, though we

may doubt whether the devil aftiially contrived the fiege of Pavia, to
j

diftief* the hifliop and his flock.

difper-
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difperfion of the Scyrri '". Their gallant leader, chap.
. .... XXXVI.

who did not furvive this national calamity, left ,'

two fons, Onulf and Odoacer, to ftruggle with

adverfity, and to maintain as they might, by ra-

pine or fervice, the faithful followers of their

exile. Onulf diredled his Reps towards Conftan-

tinople, where he fullied, by the aflaffination of a

generous benefa(5lor, the fame which he had ac-

quired in arms. His brother Odoacer led a wan-
dering life among the Barbarians of Noricum^

with a mind and a fortune fuited to the mod def-

perate adventures j and when he had fixed his

choice, he pioufly vifired the cell of Severinus,

the popular faint of the <:ountry, to folicic his ap-

J)robation and blefling. The lownefs of the doo^

would not admit the lofty ftature of Odoacer : he

was obliged to (loop; but in that humble attitude

the faint could difcern the fymptoms of his future

greatnefs; and addrefTing him in a prophetic

tone, " Purfue" (faid he) " your defign ; pro-

ceed to Italy ; you will foon call away this

f* coarfe garment of ficins ; and your wealth will

»* be adequate to the liberality of your mind""»"

'^o Jornandes, c. 53, 54. p. 694—695. M. de Buat (Hift. des

Peiiples de I'Europc, torn. viii. p. 221

—

22S.) has clearly explained

lie origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am alrnoft inclined to be- '

ieve, that he v/as the fame who pillaged Angers, and commanded a

leet of Saxon pirates on the ocean. Greg. Tuion. I. ii. c. it. ia

om. ii. p. 170.

'*• Vade ad Itaiiam, vade villfUmis mmc pellibus coopertis : fed

nuitis cite plurima largitiirus. Anonym. Valef. p. 717. He quotes

he life of St. Severinus, which is extant, and contains much un-

:nown and valuable hillory ; it was compofed by his difcipleEugip.

>1us ^A. D. 51.1.), thirty years after his death. Sse Tiliemont,

vIem.'Eccler, torn, xvi, p. 168— i8i.

Vol. VI. Q^ Th?
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CHAP. The Barbarian, whofe daring fpirit accepted and

v_.,- ^ -,,^/ ratified the prediftion, was adnaitted into the fer-

vice of the Weftern empire, and foon obtained an

honourable rank in the guards. His manners

were gradually polifhed, his military (kill was

improved, and the confederates of Italy would

not have elefted him for their general, unlefs the

exploits of Odoacer had cftablilhed a high opinion

of his courage and capacity *". Their military

acclamations faluted him with the title of king

;

but he abftained, during his whole reign, from

the ufe of the purple and diadem '"% left he fhould

offend thofe princes, whofe fubjeds, by their ac-

cidental mixture, had formed the vicftorious army,

which time and policy might infenfibly unite into

a great nation.

Extinaion Royalty was familiar to the Barbarians, and the

Weftern fubmiflive people of Italy was prepared to obey,

empire, without a murmur, the authority which he fhould

or A. D. ' condefcend to exercife as the vicegerent of the

^^^* emperor of the Weft. But Odoacer had refolved

to abolifli that ufelefs and expenfive ofEce; and

fuch is the weight of antique prejudice, that it re-

quired fome boldnefs and penetration to difcover

the extreme facility of the enterprife. The un-

fortunate Auguftulus was made the inftrument of

»»* Theophanes, who calls him a Goth, affirms, that he was

educated, nurfed (T^a<fivrc(), in Italy (p. 102. )» ^^^ ^s this ftrong

expreflTion will not bear a literal interpretation, it muft be explained

by long Icrvice in the Imperial guards.

>*3 Nomen regis Odoacer aflumpfit, cum tamen neque purpura

neo regalibus uteretur infignibus. Cafliodor. in Chron. A. D. 476.

He feems to have afTumed the abftraft title of a king, without apply-

ing it to any particular nation or country.

hij
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his own difgrace; he fignified his refio-nation to chap.
xxxvr

the fenate j and that aflenably, in their laft a6l of

obedience to a Roman prince, ftill afFefted the

fpirit of freedom, and the forms of the conftitu-

tion. An epiftle was addrefled, by their unani-
mous decree, to the emperor Zeno, the fon-in-

law and fucceflbr of Leo 3 who had lately been
reftored, after a fhort rebellion, to the Byzantine

throne. They folem.nly « difclaim the neceflity,

" or even the wifh, of continuing any longer the
*' Imperial fucceiTion in Italy; fince, in their opi-
'* nion, themajefly of afole monarch isfufficient

*« to pervade and proted, at the fame time, both
'* the Eaft and the Weft. In their ov/n name, and
*' in the name of the people, they confent that
'' the feat of univerfal empire fhali be transferred
*« from Rome to Conftantinoplej and they bafely

" renounce the right of chufmg their mafter, the
« only veftige that yet remained of the authority
*' which had given laws to the world." The re-
« public (they repeat that name without a blufh)
" might fafely confide in the civil and military

" virtues of Odoacer; and they humbly requeft,
" that the emperor would invefi him with the title

" of Patrician, and the adminiftration of the dio-

" cefe of Italy." The deputies of the fenate were
received at Conftantinople with fome marks of
difpleafure and indignation ; and when they were
admitted to the audience of Zeno, he fternly re-
proached them with their treatment of the two
emperors, Anthemius and Nepos, whom the Eaft
had fucceffively granted to the prayers of Italy.

Q.2 « The
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CHAP, (c Xhe firft" (continued he) «' you have mur-
XXXVI.
^ -^-. '_, " dered; the fecond you have expelled : but the

" fecond is ftill alive, and whilil he lives he is

" your lawful fovereign.'* But the prudent Zeno

foon deferted the hopelefs caufe of his abdicated

colleague. Plis vanity was gratified by the title

of fole emperor, and by the ftatues ereded to his

honour in the feveral quarters of Rome j he en-

tertained a friendly, though ambiguous, corre-

fpondence with the -patrician Odoacer j and he

gratefully accepted the Imperial enfigns, the fa-

cred ornaments of the throne and palace, which

the Barbarian was .not unwilling to remove from

the fight of the people "*.

Auguftu- In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of

niiVeVJo' Valentinian, nine emperors had fucceffively dif-

theLucul- appeared; and the fon of Oreftes, a youth re-
loj\ Vliln

commended only by his beauty, would be the

leaft entitled to the notice of pofterity, if his

reign, which was marked by the extintlion of the

Roman empire in the Weft, did not leave a me-

morable iEra in the hiftory of mankind "\ The

patrician Oreftes had married the daughter of

Count RomulusJ cf Petovio, in Noricum: the

124 Malchus, wliofe lofs excites our regret, has preferved (in Ex-

cerpt. Legat. p. 93.) this extraordinary embafly from the fenate to

Zeno. The anonymous fragment (p. 717OJ and the extraft from

Candidus (apud Phot. p. 176.), are likewife of fome ufe.

1^5 The preciie year in which the "VVeftern empire was extinguifn-

ed, is not pofitively afcertained. Thevulgar asraof A. D. 476, a/-

fears to have the fanftion of authentic chronicles. But the two dates

aihgned by Jornandes (c. 46. p. 680), would delay that great event

to the year 479 : and though M. de Buat has overlooked i6ij evidence,

he produces (tcm. viii. p. 261—Z88.) many collateral circumftancej

iu iupport of the fame opinion.

Ram5;
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name o^ AuguftuSi notwithftanding the jealoufy of ^^xyf'
power, was known at Aquileia as a fainiliar fur-

name j and the appellations of the two great

founders, of the city, and, of the monarchy,

were thus ftrangely united in the lafl: of their fuc-

cefTors "*. The fon of Orefles aiTumed and dif-

graced the names of Romulus Auguflus; but the

firft was corrupted into Momyllus, by the Greeks,

and the fecond has been changed by the Latins

into the contemptible diminutive Augufrulus.

The life of this inoffenfive youth was fpared by

the generous clemency of Odoacer ; who difmif-

fed him, with his whole family^- from the Impe-

rial palace, fixed his annual allowance at fix

thoufand pieces of gold, and affigned the caftle

of Lucullus, in Campania, for the place of his

exile or retirement ""^ As foon as the Romans

breathed from the toils of the Punic war, they

were attrafted by the beauties and the pleafures

of Campania j and the country-houfe of the

elder Scipio at Liternum, exhibited a lafting

'-S See his medals in Ducnnge (Fam. Eyzantin. p. 8i.)j Prifciis

(Excerpt. Legat. p. 56. Maffei OiTervnzioni Letterarie, tom. ii.

p. 314.). We may allege a famous and fimilar cal'e. The meaneit

i'ubjefts of the Roman empire afTumed the iilujlrkui name of Patricius,

which, by the converfion of Ireland, has been communicated to a

whole nation.

^7 Ingrediens autem Ravennam depofuit Augiiflulum de regno,

cujiis infanliam mifertus concelTit ei languinem ; et quia pulcher

erat, tamen donavit ei reditum fex millia lolidos, et mifit eum intrr^

Campaniam cum parentibus i'uls libere vivere. Anonym. Valef.

p. 716. Jornandes fays (c. 46. p. 680. )> in Luculluno Campa-

|ii5f caltello exilii poena damnavit.

0^3 model
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^^.^.J*- model of their ruflic fimplicity '"*. The delicious

Vi"v-M^ Iliores of the bay of Naples were crowded with

villas J and Sylla applauded the mafterly fkill of

his rival, who had feated himfelf on the lofty

promontory of Mifenum, that commands, on

every fide, the fea and land, as far as the boun-

daries of the horizon *'''. The villa of Marius

was purchafed, within a few years, by Lucullus,

and the price had increafed from two thoufand

five hundred, to more than fourfcore thoufand,

pounds fterling '^°. It was adorned by the new

proprietor with Grecian arts, and Afiatic trea-

fures i and the houfes and gardens of Lucullus

obtained a diftinguiflied rank in the lift of Im-

perial palaces'^'. When the Vandals became

liS See the. eloquent Declamation of Seneca (epift. Ixxxvi.).

The philofopher might have recoUefled, that all luxury is relative
5

and that the elder Scipio, whofe manners were polillied by ftudy and

converfation, was himfelf accufed of that vice by his ruder contem-

poraries (Livy, xxix. 19.).

"9 Sylla, in the language of a foldier, praifed his feritia caflra-

metandi (Plin. Hift. Natur. xviii. 7.). Phaedrus, who makes its

fiiauy walks (lata viridia) the fcene of an infipid fable (il. 5.), has

thus dcfcribed the fituation :

Casfar Tiberius quam petens Neapolim,

In Mifeneniem villam venilfet fuara
;

Quae monte fummo pofita I.uculli manu
Profpeflat Siculum et pro^fpicit Tufcum mare.

^5° From feven myriads and a half to two hundred and fifty my-

riads of drachmae. Yet even in the poffeHion of Marius, it was a

luxurious retirement. The Romans derided his indolence : they

foon bewailed his aftivity. See Plutarch, in Mario, tom. ii.

p. 52+.

131 Lucullus had other villas of equal, though various, magnifi-

cence, at Baiae, Naples, Tufculum, &c. He boafted that he

changed his climate with the ftorks and cranes. Plutarch, in Lu-

cull, tom. iii. p. 193.

6 formidable
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formidable to the fea-coaft, the Lucullan villa,
^xxvi^*

on the promontory of Mifenum, gradually af- ^,,,^—

^

fumed the ftrength and appellation of a ilrong

caftle, the obfcure retreat of the lafl: emperor of

the Well. About twenty years after that great

revolution, it was converted into a church and

monaftery, to receive the bones of St. Severinus.

They fecurely repofed, amidil the broken tro-

phies of Cimbric and Armenian vidories, till the

beginning of the tenth century j when the fortifi-

cations, which might afford a dangerous Ihelter

to the Saracens, were demolifned by the people

of Naples '^\

Odoacer was the firfl Barbarian who reigned in Decay of

Italy, over a people who had once aflerted their ^^^ ^,?'.
.,

juft fuperiority above the reft of mankind. The
difgrace of the Romans ftill excites our refpect-

ful compafiion, and we fondly fympathife with the

imaginary griefand indignation of their degenerate

pofterity. But the calamities of Italy had gra-

. dually fubdued the proud confcioufnefs of free-

dom and glory. In the age of Roman virtue,

the provinces were fubjeft to the arms, and the

citizens to the laws, of the republic j till thofe

laws vv^ere fubverted by civil difcord, and both

'31 Severinus died in Noriciim, A. D. 482. Six years after-

wards, his body, which Icattered miracles as it pafled, was tranf-

ported by his difciples into Italy. The devotion of a Neapolitan

lady invited the faint to the Lucullan villa, in the place of Au-
guftulus, who was probably no more. See Baronius (Annal. Ec-

clef. A. D. 496. N° 50, 51.) and Tillemont (Mem. EccleC

torn. xvi. p. 172— 181.), from the original life by Eugipius. The
narrative of the laft migration of Severinus to Naples, is likewifa an

authentic piece.

CL4 the
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^xxxv^'
'^^ ^'^^y ^"^ ^'^^ provinces became the fervile

^...,—y,-.-j property of a tyrant. The fornas of the confti-

tution, which alleviated or difguifed their abjefl

flavery, were aboliflied by time and violence j

the Italians alternately lamented the prefence or

the abfence of the fovereigns, whom they de-

tefted or defpifed ; and the fucceffion of five cen-

turies inflifted the various evils of military li-

cence, capricious defpotifm, and elaborate op-

prefllon. During the fame period, the Barba-

rians had emerged from obfcurity and contempt,

and the warriors of Germany and Scythia were

introduced into the provinces, as the fervants,

the allies, and at length the mafters, of the Ro-

mans, whom they infulted or proteded. The
hatred q{ the people was fuppreiled by fear ; they

refpefled the fpirit and fplendour of the martial

chiefs who were invefted with the honours of the

empire J and the fate of Rome had long de-

pended on the fv/ord of thofe formidable ftran-

gers. The ftern Ricimer, who trampled on the

ruins of Italy, had exercifed the power, without

aiTuming the title, of a kingj and the patient

Romans were infenfibly prepared to acknow-

ledge the royalty of Odoacer and his Barbaric

fuccefibrs.

Charnaer ^^^ "^^"S ^^ ^^^^V ^^^ "°^ unv/orthy of the high

and reign ftation to which his valour and fortune had ex-
of Odoa- . % • r
cer, A.D. altcd him : his lavage manners were polifhed by
4.76—490.

^1^^ habits of converfation ; and he refpedled,

though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the inftitu-

tions^ and even the prejudices^ of his fubjeuls.

After
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After an interval of feven years, Odoacer re-
^Jxvf*

ftored the confulfhip of the Weft. For himfelf,

he modeftly, or proudly, declined an honour

which was ftill accepted by the emperors of the

Eaft ; but the curule ch:iir was fucceffively filled

by eleven of the moft illuilrious fenarors '"
j and

the lift is adorned by the refpeftable name of Ba-

filius, whofe virtues clainned the friendship and

grateful applaufe of Sidonius, his client '^'^, The

laws of the emperors were ftri6lly enforced, and

the civil auminiftration of Italy was ftill exercifed

by the Praetorian prcefeft, and his fubordinate

officers. Odoacer devolved on the Roman ma-

giftrates the odious and opprelTive taik of col-

lecting the public revenue ; but he referved for

himfelf the merit of feafonable and popular in-

dulgence '"^ Like the reft of the Barbarians, he

had been inftrufted in the Arian herefy ; but he

revered the monaflic and epii'copal charafters

;

^nd the filence'of the Catholics attefts the tole-

ration which they enjoyed. The peace of the

^55 The confular Faftl may be found in Pagi or Muratori. Thp

confuls named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman fenate, ap-

pear to have been acknowledged in the Eaftern empire.

'3+ Sidonius AnoUinaris (Li. epift. 9. p. 22. edit. Sirmond)

has compared the two leading fenators of his time (A. D. 460.),

Gennadius Avienus, and Cajclna Bafilius. To the fonner he af-

figns the fpepiops, to the latter the folid, virtues of public and prir

vate life. A Bafilius junior, pofFibiy his fon, was conful in the year

4S0.
ijy Epiphanius interceded for the people of Pavia ; and the king

firft granted an indulgence of five years, and afterwards relieved

them from the opprefflon of Pela;^iii3, the Praetorian prxfcft (En-

nodius, in Vit. St. Epiphan. in Sirmond, Oper. toni. i, p. 1670,

jV.7t.). .

8 city
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^xxxvi'
^^^^ required the interpofitlon of his prasfefl Ba-

Ui-yu,j filius, in the choice of a Roman pontiff: the de-

cree which reftrained the clergy froni alienatino-

their lands, was ultimately defigned for the be-

nefit of the people, whofe devotion would have

been taxed to repair the dilapidations of the

church '^*. Italy was protefted by the arms of

its conqueror ; and its frontiers were refpefted by

the Barbarians of Gaul and Germany, who had

fo long infulted the feeble race of Theodofius.

Odoacer pafTed the Hadriatic, to chaftife the af-

fafTins of the emperor Nepos, and to acquire the

maritime province of Dalmatia. He pafTed the

Alps, to refcue the remains of Noricum from

Fava, or Feletheus, king of the Rugians, who
held his refidence beyond the Danube. The
king was vanquifhed in battle, and led away pri-

foner ; a numerous colony of captives and fub-

je6ls was tranfplanted into Italy ; and Rome, af-

ter a long period of defeat and difgrace, might

claim the triumph of her Barbarian mafler '".

Mifeia^le Notwithflanding the prudence and fuccefs of
ftateof Odoacer, his kingdom exhibited the fad prp-

fpe6l of mifery and defolation. Since the age of

Tiberius, the decay of agriculture had been felt

t;6 See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 483. N^ 10—15. Six-

teen years afterwards, the irregular proceedings of Bafilius Vere

condemned by pope Symmachus in a Roman fynod.

'37 The wars of Odoacer are concifely mentioned by Paul the

Deacon (de Geft. Langobard, 1. i. c. 19. p. 757. edit. Grot.),

and in the two Chronicles of Cafliodorius and Cufpinian. The life

of St. Severinus, by Eugipius, which the count de Buat (Hift. des

Peuples, &c. torn. viii. c. i. 4. 8. 9.) has diligently ftudied, il-

luihates the ruin of Noricum and the Bavarian antiquities.

in
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in Italy ; and it was a juft fubjed: of complaint,
xxxvf'

that the life of the Roman people depended on

the accidents of the winds and waves '^^ In the

divifion and the decline of the empire, the tributary

harvefts of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn ; the

numbers of the inhabitants continuallydiminifhed

with the means of fubfiftence j and the country

was exhaufled by the irretrievable lofTes of war,

famine '", and peftilence. St. Ambrofe has de-

plored the ruin of a populous diftridl, which

had been once adorned with the flourifhing cities

of Bologna, Modena, Regium, and Placentia "^°.

Pope Gelafius was a fubje«ft of Odoacer j and he

affirms, with ftrong exaggeration, that in Emi-
lia, Tufcany, and the adjacent provinces, the

human fpccies was almoft extirpated '*'. The
plebeians of Rome, who were fed by the hand,

of their mafter, periihed or difappeared, as foon

as his liberality was fupprefied ; the decline of

the arts reduced the induftrious mechanic to

idlenefs and want ; and the fenators, who might

fupport with patience the ruin of their country,

'58 Tacit. Annal. iii. 53. The P.echerches fur rAdminiftration

des Terres chez les Romains (p. 351—361.) clearly ftate the pro-

grefs of internal decay.

'39 A famine, which afflifted Italy at the time of the irruption of

Odoacer, king of the Heriili, is eloquently defcribed in profe and

verfe, by a French poet (Les Mois, torn. ii. p. 174.. 206. edit, in

lamo.). lam ignorant from whence he derives his information j

but I am well afTvired that he relates fome fafts incompatible with

the truth of hillory.

'4-0 See the xxxixtli epiftje of St. Ambrofe, as it is quoted by

Muraton, fopra le Anticliita Itaiiane, torn. i. Differt. xxi. p. 354.

'4' .ffimilia, Tufcia, ceterseque provinciae in quibus hominuni

prope nullus exfiftit. Gelafius, Epift. ad Andromachum, ap. Ba-

ronium, Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 496. N° 36.

bewailed
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xxxvL
bewailed their private lofs of wealth and luxury.

^.^.^—'j One-third of thofe ample eftates, to which the

ruin of Italy is originally imputed '*% was ex-

torted for the ufe of the conquerors. Injuries

were aggravated by infults ; the fenfe of adlual

fufferings was embittered by the fear of more
dreadful evils; and as new lands were allotted to

new fwarms of Barbarians, each fenator was ap-

prehenfive left the arbitrary furveyors fhould ap-

proach his favourite villa, or his moft profitable

farm. The leaft unfortunate were thofe who
fubmitted without a murmur to the power which
it was impoiTible to refift. Since they defired to

live, they owed fome gratitude to the tyrant who
had fpared their lives ; and fmce he was the ab-

folute mafter of their fortunes, the portion which

he left mufl be accepted as his pure and volun-

tary gift '^^ The diftrefs of Italy was mitigated

by the prudence and humanity of Odoacer, who
had bound himfelf, at the price of his elevation,

to fatisfy the demands of a licentious and tur-

bulent multitude. The kings of the Barbarians

-were frequently refifted, depofed, or murdered,

by their natrce fubjects ; and the various bands

of Italian mercenaries, who alTociated under the

ftandard of an ele6liye general, claimed a larger

i4i Vei-vimque confitaitibus, latlfundla perdidere Italiam. Plln.

Hift. NaUir. xviii. 7.

^+5 Such are the tppics of confolation, or rather of patience,

which Cicero (ad Familiares, 1. ix. epift. 17.) fuggefts to his friend

Papirlus Paetiis, under the military defpotifm of CEcfar. The argu-

ment, however, of " vivere pxilcherrimum duxi," is more forcibly

addreffed to a Roman philofophsr, who poffcllcd the free alternative

©f life or death.

privilege
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privilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy c ha p.

deftitute of national union, and hereditary right,

haftened to its diflblution. After a reign of four-

teen years, Odoacer was opprefled by the fupe-

rior genius of Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths t

a hero alike excellent in the arts of war and of

government, who reftored an age of peace and

profperity, and whofe name flill excites and de-

fcrves the attention of mankind.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVIL

Origin, Vrogrefs, and Effe5ls of the Monajiic Life.-^

Converfion of the Barbarians to Chrijlianity and

Arianifm.—Perfecution of the Vandals in Africa.

—Extin^ion of Arianifm among the Barbarians,

CHAP. ^T^HE indiflbluble connecftion of civil and ec-
xxxvii.^ J[ clefiaftical affairs, has compelled and en-

couraged me, to relate the progrefs, the pcrfe-

cutions, the eftablilhment, the divifions, the final

triumph, and the gradual corruption of Chriftian-

ity. I have purpofely delayed the confideration

of two religious events, interefting in the fludy

of human nature, and important in the decline

and fall of the Roman empire. I. The inftitu-

tion of the monaltic life' J and, IL The conver-

fion of the northern Barbarians.

J ^ \. Profpericy and peace introduced the diftinc-

MONAs- tion of the 'vulgar and the Afcetic Chrijlians"^,

Origin of The loofc and imperfect pradlice of religion fa-

the monks.

^ The origin of the monaftic inftitution has been laborioufly dif-

cufl'ed by Thomafin (Difciplinc de TEglife, torn. i. p. 1419—-

14.26.) and Helyot (Hift. des Ordres Monailiques, torn. i. p. 1

—

—66.). Thefe authors are very learned and tolerably honeft, and

their difference of opinion fhews the fubj^ft in its full extent. Yet

the cautious Proteftant, who diftrufts any popifli guides, may confult

the feventh book, of Bingham's Chriftian Antiquities.

* See Eufeb. Demonftrat. Evangel. (I. i. p. 20, 11. edit. Grjec.

Rob. Stephani, Paris, 1545.). In his Ecclefiaitical Hiftory, pub-

lifted twelve years after the Demonftration, Eulebius (1. ii. c. 17.)

aflerts the Chriftianity of the Therapeutx; j but he appears ignorant,

that a fimilar inftitution was aftually revived in Egypt.

tisfied
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tisfied the confcience of the multitude. The
^^^^vii'

prince or magiftrate, the foldier or merchant,

reconciled their fervent zeal, and implicit faith,

with the exercife of their profefiion, the purfuit

of their intereft, and the indulgence of their paf-

fions : but the Afcetics who obeyed and abufed

the rigid precepts of the gofpel, were infpired by

the favage enthufiafm, which reprefents man as

a criminal, and God as a tyrant. They ferioufly

renounced the bufinefs, and the pleafures, of the

age; abjured the ufe of wine, of flelh, and of

marriage J chaftifed their body, mortified their

affeclions, and embraced a life of mifery, as the

price of eternal happinefs. In the reign of Con-

ftantine, the Afcetics fled from a profane and

degenerate v/orld, to perpetual folitude, or reli-

gious fociety. Like the firft Chriftians of Jeru-

falem % they refigned the ufe, or the property, of

their temporal polTefllons ; eftablifhed regular

communities of the fame fex, and a fimilar dif-

pofition ; and affumed the names of Hermits^

Monks, and Anachorets, expreffive of their lonely

retreat in a natural or artificial defert. They
foon acquired the refpefl of the world, which

they defpifed ; and the loudefl applaufe was be-

llowed on this Divine Philosophy % which fur-

paflfed,

' Caflian (CoUat. xvili. 5.) claims this origin for the inftitutic^i

of the Ccenobitti, which gradually decayed till it was reftored by An-
thony and his difciples.

^iAoiro<pia. Thcfe are the expreffive words of Sozomen, who co-

pioufly and agreeably defcribes (1. i. c. 12, 13, 14.) the origin and

progrefs
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xxVvn' P^^^^' without the aid of fcience or reafon, the

»—1^^—' laborious virtues of the Grecian fchools. The
monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, in

the contempt of fortune, of pain, and of death ;

the Pythagorean filence and fubmiffion were re-

vived in their fervile difcipline i and they dif-

dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all

the forms and decencies of civil fociety. But the

votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to imi-

tate a purer and more pcrfed model. They trod

in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired

to the defert ^
i and they reftored the devout and

contemplative life, which had been inftituted by

the Eflenians, in Paleiline and Egypt. The philo-

fophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with aftonifh-

ment a folitary people, who dwelt among the

palm-trees near the Dead Sea; v/ho fubfifted

without money, who were propagated without

women i and who derived from the difguft and

progrefs of this monkifli pliilorophy (fee Suicer. Thefaiir. Ecclef,

torn. ii. p. 144.1.). Some modern writers, Lipfius (torn. iv. p. 448.

ManuduiFl. ad Phllof. Stoic, iii. I3.)i and La Mothe le Vayer

(torn. ix. de la Vertu des Payens, p. 228—262.), have compared

the Carmelites to the Pythagoreans, and the Cynica to the Ca-

pucins.

5 The Carmelites derive their pedigree, in regular fuccellion,

from the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes of Beziers, A. D. 1682. irf

Bayle's Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, Oeuvres, torn. i.

p. S2, .'^c. and the prolix irony of the Ordres Monaftiques, an

anonymous work, torn. i. p. i—433. Berlin, 1751.). Rome, and

the inquifition of Spain, filenced the profane criticifm of the Jefujts

of Flanders (Helyot, Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, torn. i.

p. 282— 300.), and the Ilatue of Elijah, the Carmelite, has beert

crefted in the church of St. Peter (Voyages du P. Labat, torn. iii.

repentance?
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repentance of nnankindj a perpetual fupply of^^iAP.
I rf ' f.

XXXVII,
voluntary aiiociates .

•
t ,

Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftition, af- Antony

forded the firfl: exannple of the monaftic life. monL^f
Antony', an illiterate ^ youth of the lower parts A^D^o-
of Thebais, diftributed his patrimony ^, deferted

his family and native home, and executed his

monafiic penance with original and intrepid fana-

ticifm. After a long and painful noviciate,

among the tombs, and in a ruined tower, he

boldly advanced into the defert three days jour-

ney to the eaftward of the Nilcj difcovered a

^ Plin. HiO. Natur. v. 15. Gens fob, et in toto orbe pr:Eter

ceteias miia, fine ulla femina, omni venere abdicala, fine pecunia,

focia palmariiiT). Ita per feculorum millia (Inciedibile diftu) rrens

scternaelt in qua nemo nafcitur. Tarn fceciinda illis aliorum vitce

poenitentia e(V. He places them juft beyond the noxious influence

of the lake, and names Engaddi and Mafada as the neaieft towns.

The Laura, and monaftery of St. Sabas, could not be far diftant

from this place. See Reland. Paleftin. torn. i. p. 295. torn. ii.

p. 763. 874. 880. 890.

7 See Athanaf. Op. torn. ii. p. 450—505. and the Vit. Patrum,

p. 26— 74. with Rofweyde's Annotations. The former is th«

Greek original ; the latter, a very ancient Latin verfion by Evagrius,

the friend of St. Jeroni.

8 rpafx.fiara f4.iv fAaduv ax »vea-;[fST«. Athanaf. tom; ii. in Vit, St.

Anton, p. 452. ; and the alTertion of his total ignorance has been

received by many of the ancients and moderns. But Tillemont

(Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 666.) (hews, by fome probable argu-

ments, that Antony could read and write in the Coptic his native

tongue; and that he was only a ftranger to \\\t Gretk letters. The
philofopher Synefius (p. 51.) acknowledges, that the natural ge-

nius of Antony did not require the aid of learning.

9 Arura autem erant ei trecentae uberes, et valJe optimse (Vit.

Patr. 1. i. p. 36.). \i \.\\t Aiura be a fquare meafure of an hundred

Egyptian cubits (Rofweyde, Onomafticon ad Vit. Patrum, p. 1014,

1015.) ; and the Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-two

Englifli inches (Graves, vol. i. p. 233.)) ^''^ arura will conlilt

of about three quarters of an Englifh acre.

Vol. VI. R . londy
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xxxvn' ^°"^^y ^P^^> which pofleffed the advantages df

u. ,y ) fliade and water, and fixed his laft refidence on

mount Colzim near the Red Sea ; where an an-

cient monaftery ftill preferves the name and me-

mory of the faint *°. The curious devotion of

the Chrifcians purfued him to the defert; and

when he v/as obliged to appear at Alexandria, in

the face of mankind, he fupportcd his fame with

difcretion and dignity. He enjoyed the friend-

Ihip of Athanafius, whofe doiflrine he approved;

and the Egyptian peafant refpedfully declined a

refpectful invitation from the emperor Conllan-
A.D. i\j^Q^ 'pi-je venerable patriarch (for Antony at-

251— 356. ^
t. \ J

tained the age of one hundred and five years)

beheld the numerous progeny which had been

formed by his example and his lefi!bns. The
prolific colonies of monks multiplied with rapid

incrcafe on the fands of Libya, upon the rocks

of Thebais, and in the cities of the Nile. To
the fouth of Alexandria, the mountain, and ad-

jacent defert, of Nitria, were peopled by five

thoufand anachoretsj and the traveller may
flill inveftigate the ruins of fifty monafteries,

which were planted in that barren foil, by the

difciples of Antony ". In the Upper Thebais,

1® The defcription of the monaftery is given by Jerom (torn. i.

p. 148, 249. in Vit. Hilarlon), and the P. Sicard (Miflions du Le-

vant, tom.v. p. 12a— aoo.). Their accounts cannot always be re-

conciled : the Father painted from his fancy, and the Jefuit from his

experience.

^' Jerom, torn. i. p. 146. ad Euftochium. Hift. Laufiac. c. 7.

in Vit. Patrum, p. 712. The P. Sicard (Mifiions du Levant,

torn. ii. p. 29—79.) viflted, and has defcribed, this defert, which,

now contains four monafteries, and twenty or thirty monks. See

D'Anville Defcription de i'£gypte, p. 74,

the
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the vacant Ifiand of Tabenne " was occupied by ^^^^^*
Pachomius, and fourteen hundred of his bre- <^ .,,-.1 j

thren. That holy abbot fucceflively founded nine

monafteries of men, and one of women j and the

feftival of Eafter fometimes colleded fifty thou-

fand religious perfons, who followed his angelic

rule of difcipline '^ The (lately and populous

city of Oxyrinchus> the feat of Chriftian ortho-

doxy, had devoted the temples, the public edi-

fices, and even the ramparts, to pious and cha-

ritable ufes J and the bifliop, who might preach

in twelve churches, computed ten thoufand fe-

males, and twenty thoufand males, of the mo-

naflic profeliion '*. The Egyptians, who glo-

ried in this marvellous revolution, were difpofed

to hope, and to believe, that the number of the

monks was equal to the remainder of the

people'^ J and pofterity might repeat the faying,

which had formerly been applied to the facred

^- Tabcnne is a fmall ifland In the Nile, in the diocefe of Ten-
tyra or Dendeia, between the modern town of Girge and the ruins

bf ancient Thebes (D'Anville, p. 194.). M. de Tillemont doubts

whether it was an iile ; but I may conclude, from his own fafls,

that the primitive name was afterwards transferred to the great mo-
nallery of Bau or Pabau (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 678. 688.).

13 See in the Codex Regularum (publiflied by Lucas Holftenius,

Rome, 1661.) a preface of St. Jerom to his Latin verfion of the Rule

of jPachomlus, torn. i. p. 61.

*+ Rufiii. c. 5. in Vit. Patrum, p. 459. He calls It, civitas am-
pla valde et populofa, and reckons twelve churches. Strabo

(1. xvil. p. ii66.), and Artimianus (xxli. 16.) have made ho-

nourable mention of Oxyrlnchus, whofe inhabitants adored a fmall

fifh in a magnificent temple.

15 Quanti populi habentur in urbibns, tanta psene habentur in

defertis multitudincs monachorum. Rufin. c. 7. in Vit. Patrum,

p. 461. Ho congratulates the fortunate change.

R 2' animals
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CHAP, animals of the fame country. That, in Egypt, it

\^ -^- was Icfs diliicuk to find a god, than a man.

Piopaga- Athanafius introduced into Rome the know-

monaftic l^dgs and pradjce of the monaflic life j and a

Rom^e
fchool of this ncw philofophy was opened by the

A.D.34.1. difciples of Antony, who accompanied their pri-

mate to the holy threfnold of the Vatican. The
ftrange and fav^age appearance of thefe Egyptians

excited, at firft, horror and contempt, and,atlength,

applaufe and zealous imitation. The fenators,

and more efpecially the matrons, transform.ed

their palaces and villas into religious houfes

;

and the narrow inftitution of Jix Veftals, was

eclipfed by the frequent monafteries, which were

feated on the ruins of ancient temples, and in the

midft of the Roman Forum '*'. Inflamed by the

example ofAntony, a Syrian youth, whofe name

Hllaiion, was Hilarion '', fixed his dreary abode on a fandy

thie^

^

" beach, between the fea and a m.orafs, about fevcn

A.D, 328. miles from Gaza. The aufiere penance, in which

he perfifted forty-eight years, difFufed a fimilar

enthufiafm; and the holy man was followed by a

train of two or three thonfand anachorets, when-

ever he vifited the innumerable monafteries of Pa-
Bafil in leftine. The fame of Bafil '*

is immortal in the
Pontus, .

A.T>. 360. monaftic

f6 The introduction of the monaftic life into Rome and Italy, 19

occafionally mentioned by Jeiom (torn. i. p. 119, 120. 199.)'

'7 See the Life of Hilarion, bySt. Jerom (torn. i. p. 24.1. 252.).

The ftories of Paul, Hilarion, and Malchus, by the fame author,

:ii-e admirably told ; and the only defeft of thefe pleafing coropo-

fitions is the want of truth and common fenfe.

*8 His original retreat was in a fjiiall village on the banks of the

Iris, not iav trom Neo-Csfarea. The ten or twelve years of his

jnonaftie

I
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monadic hiftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that
^^^j^;

had taftcd the learning and eloquence of Athens ; —..^^
—

»

with an ambition, fcarcely to be fatisfied by the

archbifiiopric of C^efarea, Bafil retired to a fa-

vage folitude in Pontiis ; and deigned, for a while,

to give laws to the fpiritual colonies which he pro-

fufely fcattered along the cop.il of the Black Sea.

In the Weft, Martin of Tours '^ a foldier, an Martin in

hermit, a bifhop, and a faint, eftablillied the A.D'370.

monafteries of Gaul ; two thoufand of his dif-

ciples followed him to the grave ; and his elo-

quent hiftorian challenges the defcrts of Thebais,

to produce, in a more favourable climate, a

champion of equal virtue. The progrefs of the

monks was not lefs rapid, or univerfal, than that

of Chriftianity itfelf. Every province, and, at

laft, every city, of the empire, was fiilad with

their increafing multitudes; and the bleak and

barren ifles, from Lerins to Lipari, that arife out

of the Tuican fea, were chofen by the anachorets,

for the place of their voluntary exile. An eafy

and perpetual intercourfe by fea and land con-

necled the provinces of the Roman v.'orld ; and

the life of Hilarion difplays the facility with

which an indigent hermit of Palefline might tra-

monaftic life were cliftiirbed by long and fieqijent avocations.

Some critics have difputed the authenticity ol' his Alcctic rules j but

the external evidence is weighty, and they can oitlv prove, that it is

the work of a real or :;!ie6led enthuiiali. See TilUniont, Mem.
Kcclef. torn. ix. p, 636— 644. Helvot, Hift. ties Ordres Monaf-

tiqucs, torn. i. p. 175— 181.

'9 See his Life, and the Three Dialognes by Sulpicius Severus,

who aderts (Di;:Iog. i. 16.), that the booklelici'^ of Rome were de-

lighted with the quick and read.y fale of his popular \vi,ik.

R 3 yerfc
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S^^/^^* verfe Egypt, embark for Sicily, efcape to Epirus,

and finally fettle in the ifland of Cyprus °. The

Latin Chriftians embraced the religious inflitu-

tions of Rome. The pilgrims, who vifited Jerufa-

lem, eagerly copied, in the moftdiftant climates of

the earth, the faithful model of the monadic life.

The difciples of Antony fpr^ad themfclves be-

yond the tropic over the Chriftian empire of

Ethiopia". The monaftery of Banchor ", in

J^lintfhire, which contained above two thoufand

brethren, difperfed a numerous colony among

the Barbarians of Ireland *'j and lona, one of

the Hebrides, which was planted by the Irifli

monks, diffufed over the northern regions a

doubtful ray of fcience and fuperrtition ''*.

Thefe

«o When Hllaiion failed fi'om Pavastoniiim to Cape Pacbynus, he

offered to pay liis paflage with a book of the Gofpels. Pofthumian,

a Gallic monk, who had vifited r,gypt, found a inerchar.t-lhip

bound from Alexandria to Marfeilles, and performed the voyage in

thirty days (Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. i.). Athanafms, vi'ho addreffed

his Life of St. Antony to the foreign monks, was obliged to hallerj

the compofition, that it might be ready for the failing of the fleets

(torn. ii. p. 451.).

*' See Jerom (torn. i. p. ti6.) AlTemanni, Eibliot. Orient,

tom.iv, p. 92' p. 857—919. and Geddes, Church Hi (lory of Ethio-

pia, p. 29, 30, 31, The Habyffinian monks adhere very ftrictly to

the primitive inllitutlon.

2^ Cambden's Britannia, vol. i. p. 666, 667.

25 All that learning can extraft from the rubbifh of the dark ages

is copioufly ftated by archbifhop Uflier, in his Britannicarum Eccle-

fiarum Antiquitates, cap. xvi. p. 425— 503.

*4 This fmall, though not barren, fpot, lona, Hy, or Columb-

kill, only two miles in length, and one mile in breadth, has been

diftinguillied, i. By the monaftery of St. Columba, founded A. D.

566; whol'e abbot exercifed an extraordinary jurifdiiS^tion over the

bifhops of Caledonia, a. By a claffic library, which afforded fome

hopes of an entire Livyj and, 3. By the tombs of fixty kings,

ScotSj
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Thefe unhappy exiles from focial life, were im- CHAP.
^^

.

' XXXVII.
pelled by the dark and implacable genius of fu- '—-^/«*-/

perftition. Their mutual refolution was fup- i^j^^p-d^

ported by the example of millions, of either fex, progress,

of every age, and of every rank; and each pro-

Telyte, who entered the gates of a monaftery, was

perfuaded, that he trod the fteep and thorny

path of eternal happinefs'''. But the operation of

thefe religious motives was varioufly determined

by the temper and fituation of mankind. Reafon

might fubdue, or pafTion might fufpend, their in-

fluence : but they afled moft forcibly on the in-

firm minds of children and females ; they were

flirengthened by fecret remorfe, or accidental mif-

forcune ; and they might derive fome aid from the

temporal confiderations of vanity or intereft". It

was naturally fuppofed, that tlxe pious and hum-
ble monks, who had renouRCc.d the world, to ac-

complifli the work of their falyation, were the bed

qualified for the fpiritual government of the

Chriflians. The reluflant hermit was torn from

his cell, and feated, amidft the acclamations of

the people, on the epifcopal throne : the mona-

Scots, Irifh, and Norwegians ; who repofed in holy groungl. See

Ufher (p. 311, 560—370.), and Buchanan (Rer. Scot. 1. ii. p. 15,.

edit. Ruddiman).

2J Chryfoftom (in tlie f.rft tome of the Benedicllns edition) has

confecrated three books lo the piaife and defence of the monaftic

life. He is cncoiu-aged by the example of the ark, to prefume, that

none but the cleft (the monks) can poflibly be faved (1. i. p, 55,

56.). Elfewhere indeed he becomes more merciful (1. iii. p. 83,

S4.), and allows different degrees of glory like the fun, moon, and

ilars. In his lively comparifon of a king and a monk (I. iii.

p. 116— 121), he fuppofes (what is hardly fair) that the king will be

piore fparingly re\v.irdcd, and more rlgoroufly punillied.

R 4 Series
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CHAP, (lerles of Egypt, of Gaul, and of the Eaft, fiipr
XXXVII. . .

^ _ \ plied a regular fucceflion of faints and bifhops j

and ambition foon difcovered the fecret road

which led to the poirefTion of wealth and ho-

nours'^*. The popular nnonks, whofe reputation

was conneded with the fame and fuccefs of the

order, afliduoufly laboured to multiply the num-

ber of their fellow-captives. They infinuated

themfelves into noble and opulent families ; and

the fpecious arts of flattery and fedudlion were

employed to fecure rhofe profelytes, who might

beftow wealth or dignity on the monadic profef-

fion. The indignant father bewailed the lofs,

perhaps of an only fon^^s the credulous maid

was betrayed by vanity to violate the laws of na-

ture ; and the matron afpired to imaginary per-

fection, by renouncing the virtues of domeftic

life. Paula yielded to the perfuafive eloquence

of Jerom ""% and the profane title of mother-in-

law of God ", tempted that illullrious widow, to

-^ Thomafin (Dlfcipline de TEglife, torn. i. p. 1416— 1469), and

Mabillon (OeuvresPofthumes, torn. ii. p. 115—158,). The monks
were gradually adopted as a part of the ecclefiaftical hierarchy.

*7 Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. no.) liberally cenfures the condu£l

and writings of Chryfoftom, one of the moft eloquent and fuccefsfuj

advocates for the nionaftic life.

-3 Jerom's devout ladies form a veiy confiderable portion of his

works : the particular treatife, which he ftyles the Epitaph of Paula

(torn. i. p. 169— 192.), is an elaborate and extravagant panegyric.

The exordium is ridiculoufly turgid : " If all the members of mv
'*' body were changed into tongues, and if all my limbs refounded

" with a human voice, yet fnould I be incapable, &Ci"
-9 Socrus Dei eile coepifti (Jerom. torn. i. p. 140. adEuftochium),

Rufinus (in Kieronym. Op. tom.iv. p. 223.), who was juftiy fcan-

^ dalized, afks his adverfary. From wluu Pagan poet he had ftolen an

rxprefTion fo impious a»d abfurd ?

confecrat*'
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confecrate the virginity of her daughter Eufto- ^"^^j^;
chium. By the advice, and in the company, of

her fpiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rome and

her infant Ton ; retired to the holy village of Betlir

lemj founded an hofpital and four monafteries 5

and acquired, by her alms and pennance, an

eminent and confpicuous ftation in the catholic

church. Such rare and illuftrious penitents were

celebrated as the glory and example of their age j

but the monafteries were filled by a crowd of ob-

fcure and abje6l plebeians ^°, who gained in the

doyfter much more than they had facrificed in

the world. Feafants, flaves, and mechanics,

might efcape from poverty and contempt, to a

fafe and honourable profefllon ; whofe apparent

hardfhips were mitigated by cuftom, by popular

applaufe, and by the fecret relaxation of dif-

cipline ^'. The fubjefVsof Rome, whofe perfons

^nd fortunes were made refponfible for unequaj

and exorbitant tributes, retired from the oppref-

fion of the Imperial government -, and the pufil-

Janimous youth preferred the pennance of a mo-
paftic, to the dangers of a military, life. The

3° Nunc antem veviiunt flaumque ad banc profeffionem fervi-

lUtis Dei, et ex co;iditione fervili, vel etiani liberati, vel

propter hoc a Dominis liberati five liberandi; et ex vita rufti-

cana, et ex opificum exercitatione, et plebeio laboie. Aucuftin.

de Oper. Monach. c. 22. ap. Thomaffin. Dilcipline de I'Egliff,

torn. iii. p. 1094.. The Egyptian, who blamed Ailenlus, owned

that he led a more comtoitable life as a monk, than as a (liep-

^lerd. See Tilleniont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiv. p. 679.

5» A Dominican fiiar (Voyages du P. Labat, torn. i. p. 10.),

who lodged at Cadiz in a convent of his brethren, foon undeiilood,

that their repofe was never interrupted by nofturnal devotion
;

:" quoiqu'on ne laiffc pas de fonncr pour Tedification du peuplc."

afixighted
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^^^/^.^.' affrighted provincials, of every rank, who fled

*-—^—' before the Barbarians, found fhelter and fub-

filtence; whole legions were buried in thefe re-

ligious fan6luariesi and the fame caufe, which

relieved the diftrefs of individuals, impaired the

ilrength and fortitude of the empire^*.

Obedience The monaftic profeffion of the ancients ^* was

monks. ^n a6t of Voluntary dcvotion. The inconftant fa-

natic was threatened with the eternal vengeance of

the God whom he deferted : but the doors of the

monaflery were ftiil open for repentance. Thofe

monks, v;hofe confcience was fortified by reafon

or paffion, were at liberty to refume the cha-

racter of men and citizens ; and even the fpoufes

of Chrift might accept the legal embraces of an

earthly lover ^^. The examples of fcandal, and

the progrefs of fuperftition, fuggefted the pro-

priety of more forcible relh'aints. After a fuf-

3' See a very fenfible preface of Lucas Holftenius to the Codex Re-

gularum. The emperors attempted to fupport the obligation of pub-

lic and private duties ; but the feeble dykes were fwept away by the

torrent of fuperdition : aiid Juftinian furpaffed the moft fanguine

wiflies of the monks (ThomaflLn, torn, i. p. 1782— 1799. and Bing-

ham, 1. vii. c. 3. p. ZSZ-)-

3^ The monartic inftitutions, particularly thofe of Egypt, about

the year 400, are defcribed by four curious and devout travellers}

Rufinus (Vit. Patmm, 1. ii, iii. p. 424.—556.), Pofthumian (Snip.

Sever. Dialog, i.), Palladtus (Hift. Laufiac. in Vit. Patrum,

p. 709— S63.), and CafTian (fee in torn. vii. Bibiiothec. Max. Pa-

Truin, his four firft books of Inftitutes, and the twenty-four Colla-

tions or Conferences.).

a The example of Malchus (Jerom. torn. i. p. 256.), and the

defign of Caflian and his friend (Collation xxiv. i.) are inconteftable

proofs of their freedom ; v,/hich is elegantly defcribed by Erafmus in

his Life of St. Jerom. See Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, torn. vi.

p.. 279-3-0.
i

I

ficient



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 251

6cient trial, the fidelity of the novice was fecured ^ H A P.

by a iblemn and perpetual vow j and his irrevo-

cable engagement was ratified by the laws of the

church and ftate. A guilty fugitive was purfued,

arrefted, and reftored to his perpetual prifon ; and

the interpofition of the magiftrate opprelTed the

freedom and merit, which had alleviated, in fome

degree, the abjefl flavery of the monadic dif-

cipline ^*, The adions of a monk, his words,

and even his thoughts, were determined by an

inflexible rule '% or a capricious fuperior: the

flighted offences were corrected by difgrace or

confinement, extraordinary fafts or bloody flagel-

lation ; and difobedi-ence, murmur, or delay,

were ranked in the catalogue of the mofl: heinous

flns^^ A blind fubmiflion to the commands of

34 See the Laws of Juftinian (Novel, cxxiii. N° 42.), and of

Lewis the Pious (in the Hiftorians of France, torn. vi. p. 427.), and

the aftual jui-ifprudence of France, in Deniffart (Deciuoas, ^c.

torn. iv. p. 855, &c.).

35 The ancient Codex Regularum, collected by Benedift Ania-

nlnus, the reformer of the monks in tlie beginning of the ninth cen-

tury, and publiftied in the feventeenth, by Lucas Holftenius, con-

tains thirty different rules for men and women. Of thefe, feven

were compofed in Egypt, one in the Ealf, one in Cappadocia, one

in Italy, one in Africa, four in Spain, eight in Gaul, or France,

and one in England.

i^ The lule of Colum!)anus, fo prevalent in the Weft, infli(5ls

one hundred lafhes for very flight offences (Cod. Reg. part ii.

p. 174.). Before the time of Charlemagne, the abbots indulged them-

lelvcs in mutilating their monks, or putting out their eyes ; a pu-

nifliment much lefs cruel than the tremendous 'vadtin pace (the fub-

terraneous dungeon, or fepulchre), which was afterwards invented.

See an admirable difcourfe of the learned Mabillon (Oeuvres Poft-

humes, torn. ii. p. 321— 336.) ^^who, on this occafion, feems to be

infpired by the genius of humanity. For fuch an effort, I can for-

give his defence of the holy tear of Vendome (p. 361— 399.).

the



252 THE DECLINE AND FALL
c H A p. j.[^g abbot, however abfurd, or even criminal.
XXXVII. *

they might feem, was the ruling principle, the

firil virtue of the Egyptian monks ; and their pa-

tience was frequently exercifed by the moft ex-

travagant trials. They were direfted to remove

an enormous rock j afTiduoufly to water a barren

ftafF, that was planted in the ground, till, at the

end of three years, it fhould vegetate and bloffom

like a tree; to walk into a fiery furnace; or to

caft their infant into a deep pond : and feveral

faints, or madmen, have been im.mortalized ia

irionaftic ftory, by their thoughtlefs, and fear-

lefs, obedience ". The freedom of the mind,

the fource of every generous and rational kn-

tlment, was deftroyed by the habits of credu-

lity and fubmiffion ; and the monk, contracting

the vices of a flave, devoutly followed the faith

and paffions of his ecclefiaftical tyrant. The peace

of the caftern church was invaded by a fwarm of

fanatics, incapable of fear, or reafon, or hu-

manity ; and the Lnperial troops acknowledged,

without fhame, that they were much lefs appre-^

henfive of an encounter v,/ith the fierceft Bar-7

jbarians *%

57 Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. 12, 15. p. 532, Sec. CafTian. Inftitut.

I, IV. c. 26, ay. " Praecipua ibi virtus et prima eft obedientia."

Amons; the verba feniorum (in Vit. Patrum, ]. v. p. 617.), the

fourteenth libel or difcourlc is on the fiibjefl of obedience ; and the

Jefuit Rci'weydp, vvho piibiiint-d that Imge volume fiir the ufe of con-

vents, has collected all the Icaltered pailagcs in his two copious in*

dexes.

3« Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Eccleriauical Kiftory, vol. iv .p. 161.)

lias obferved the fcandaloiis valour of the Cnppadocian. monks, which

yvzs exemplified in the bauifhracut. of Chrylbltoni,

Super-
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Superftition has ofcen framf^d and confecrated
x^.^vil

the fantaftic garments of the monks ^'
: but their »—^y.—

*

apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from drerrand

their uniform attachment to a fimple and primi- I'abua-

tive model, which the revolutions of falhion

have made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind.

The father of the BenedicStines exprefsly difclaims

all idea of choice, or merit; and foberly exhorts

his difciples to adopt the coarfe and convenient

drefs of the countries which they may inhabit *".

The monaftic habits of the ancients varied with

the climate, and their mode of life; and theyaf*

fumed, with the fame indifference, the fheep-

fliin of the E.gyptian peafants, or the cloak of

the Grecian philofophcrs. They allowed themi-

felvcs the ufe of linen in Egypt, where it was a

cheap and domellic manufacture; but in the

Weft, they rejecfted fuch an expenfive article of

foreign luxury *'. It was the pra6lice of the

monks either to cut or fiiave their hair; they

wrapped their heads in a cowl, to efcape the

fight of profane objects; their legs and feet were

naked, except in the extreme cold of winter;

and their flow and feeble fteps were fupported by

a long ftaff'. The afpe6t of a genuine anachoret

was horrid and difgufling : every fenfation that

59 Cafluan lias furply, though copIotiHy, defcribed the inonaftic

habit of Egypt (Inftitut. 1. i.), to which Sozoinen (1. iii. c. 14.)

attributes fuch allegorical meaning and virtue,

+° Regul. Benedift. N° 55. in Cod. Regul. partii. p. 51.

4« See the Rule of Ferreolus, bidiop of Ufez (N'^ 31. in Cod.

Rei^ul. partii. p. 136.), and of Ifidore, bifliop of Seville (N°i3.

in Cod. Rejul. part ii. p. 114.).

is
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CHAP, is offenfive to man, was thought acceptable to'

^_ -^ ,

-
. _f God i and the angelic rule of Tabenne con-*

demned the falutary cuflom of bathing the limbs

in water, and of anointing them with oil '^^. The
auftere monks flept on the ground, on a hard

mat, or a rough blanket j and the fame bundle

of palm-leaves ferved them as a feat in the day,

and a pillow in the night. Their original cells

\vere low narrow huts, built of the flightefl: ma-
terials j which formed, by the regular diftribu-

tion of the ftreets, a large and populous village,

inclofing, within the common wall, a church,

an hofpital, perhaps a library, fome necefiary

offices, a garden, and a fountain or refervoir of

freih water. Thirty or forty brethren compofed

a family of feparate difcipline and diet; and the

great m.onafteries of Egypt confided of thirty or

forty families.

Theirdlet. Pleafure and guilt are fynonymous terms in the

language of the monks : and they had difcovered,

by experience, that rigid falls, and abftemious

diet, are the mod effectual prefervatives againfl

the impure defires of the flefli *\ The rules of ab-

4-i Some partial indulgences were granted for the hands and feet.

*' Totum autem corpus nemo unguet nifi causa infirmitatisj. nee la-

*' vabitur aqua nudo coi-pore, nifi languor perfpicuus fit." (Regul.

Pachom. xcii. part i. p. yS.)

45 St. Jerom, in ftrong, but indifcrcet, language, exprelTes the

moft important ufe of fading andabftinence : " Non quod Deusunl-
*'- verfitatis Creator et Dominus, inteftinorum noftrorum rugitu-,

" et inanitate ventris, pulmonifqiie ardore deleftetur, fed quod
" aliter pudicitia tuta effe non poffit.'" (Op. torn. i. p. 137. ad

Euftochium.) See the twelfth and twenty-fecond Collations of

Caffian, de Cajlitate, and ds llh/ionlbiis No^urms,

t flinence;,
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ftinence, which they impofed, or pradifed, were
^^J^^^j^*

not uniform or perpetual : the cheerful feilival

of the Pentecoft was balanced by the extraor-

dinary mortification of Lent; the fervour of new

nionafteries was infenfibly relaxed ; and the vora-

cious appetite of the Gauls could not imitate the

patient, and temperate, virtue of the Egyp-

tians ^\ The difciples of Anthony and Pacho-

mius were fatisfied with their daily pittance '^^

of twelve ounces of bread, or rather bifcuit*%

which they divided into two frugal repafts, of

the afternoon, and of the evening. It was

cfteemed a merit, and almoft a duty, to abfl-ain

from the boiled vegetables, which were provided

for the refedory ; but the extraordinary bounty

of the abbot fometimes indulged them wirh the

luxury of cheefe, fruit, fallad, and the fmall

dried fifh of the Nile ^\ A more ample latitude
.

44- Edacltas in Grsecis gula eft, in Gallis natuia (Dialog, i. c. 4..

p. 521.)' Caflian fairly owns, that the perfcft model of abftinence

cannot be imitated in Gaol, on account of the aeium tempeiies, anl

the qualitas noftia? fiagllitatis (Inftitut. iv. 11. )• Among the

wellern rules, that of Columbanus is the moft aiiftere ; he had been

edvicated amidii the poverty of Ireland, as rigid perhaps, and in-

inflexible, as the abltemious virtue of Egypt. I'he Rule of Ifidore

of Seville is the miideft :^ on holidays he allows the v.fe of flefli,

+5 " Thofe who drink, only water, and have no nutritious liquor,

" ought, at leaft, to have a pound and a halt (ttvenry-four cunccs) of

" bread every day." State of Prifons, p. 40. by Mr. Howard.

46 See Caflian. Collat. 1. ii. 19, 20, ai. The fmall loaves, or

biicuit, of fix ounces each, had obtained the name of Paxjrnada

(Rofweyde, Onomafticon, p. 104-5. )• Pachomius, however, aU'

lowed his monks fome latitude in the quantity of th.cir icod ; but lie

made them work in proporljon as they eat (Pallad. in iiift. Lauliac.

c. 38^ 39. in Vit. Patrum, 1. viii. p. 736, 717.)-

47 See the banquet to which CafFtan (Collation yiii, 1.) was in-

ylted by Serenus, an Egvpri?,n abbot.

of
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xxxvii* °^ ^^^ ^^^ ^'^"^^^ ^^ ^^^ gradually allowed or

»—y—> affurned : but the ufe of flelh was long confined

to the Tick or travellers ; and when it gradually

prevailed in the lefs rigid monafleries of Europe,

a fingular diftindion was introduced j as if birds,

whether wild or domeftic, had been lefs profane

than the groffer animals of the field. Water was

the pure and innocent beveridge of the primitive

monks J and the founder of the Benedidines re-

-

grets the daily portion of half a pint of wine, t

which had been extorted from him by the intem-

perance of the age ^^. Such an allowance might-

be eafily fupplied by the vineyards of Italy j and

his vidorious difciples, who palled the Alps, the

Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in the place of

wine, an adequate compenfation of ftrong beer

or cyder.

Tlielrma- The Candidate who afpired to the virtue of

llur!^'
evangelical poverty, abjured, at his firfl entrance

into a regular community, the idea, and even

the name, of all feparate, or exclufive, poflef-

fion ^'^. The brethren were fupported by their

manual labour i and the duty of labour was

4-8 See the Rule of St. Benedia, N^ 39, 4.0. (in Cod. Reg*

part ii. p. 4.1, 42.) Licet legamus vinura omnino monachoruin

non effe, fed quia noftris temporibus id monachis perfuaderi non
poteft ; he allows them a Roman kemlna, a meafuie which may be

afcertained from Arbuthnofs Tables.

49 Such expreffions, as my book, my cloak, my flioes (Ca/Tian*

Inftitut. 1. iv. c. 13.), were not lefs feverely prohibited among tha

Weftern monks (Cod. Regul. part ii. p. 174. 235. 288.); and the

Rule of Columbanus puniihed them with fix lafhes. The ironical

author of the Ordres Monajli^ues, who laughs at the foolifh nicety of

modern convents, feems ignorant that the ancients were equally

abfurd,

I llrenuoufly
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(Irenuouriv recommended as a pennance, as an <^ ^ '^ ?•

•r n 1 r r XXXVII.
exercile, and as the mod laudable means of ie-

curing their daily fubfiftence ^''. The garden,

and fields, which the induflry of the monks had

often refcued from the foreft or the morafs, were

diligently cukivared by their hands. They per-

formed, without reluftance, the menial offices of

(laves and domeftics j and the feveral trades that

were neceffary to provide their habits, their uten-

fils, and their lodging, were exercifed within the

precincls of the great m.onafteries. The monadic

ftudies have tended, for the mod part, to darken,

rather than to difpel, the cloud of fuperdition.

Yet the curiofity or zeal of fome learned folita-

ries has cultivated the ecclefiadical, and even the

profane, fciences : and poderity mud gratefully

acknowledge, that the monuments of Greek and

Roman literature have been preferved and mul-

tiplied by their indefatigable pens ^^ But the

more humble indudry of the monks, efpccially

in Egypt, was contented with the filent, feden-

50 Two great mafteis of ecclefiaftical fcience, the P. Thomafllji

(Difcipline de rEglife, torn. iii. p. 1090— 1139.), and the P. Ma-
billon (Etudes MonaftiqueSj torn. i. p. 116

—

is5-)j '^^'^s lerioufly

examined the manual labour of ihe monks, which the former confi-

ders as a merit, and the latter as a duty.

5' Mabillon (Etudes Monaftiqiies, torn. i. p. 47—55.) has col-

lefled many curious fafts to juftify the literary labours of his prede-

ceflbrs, both in the Eaft and Weft. Books were copied in ths

ancient monafteries of Egypt (CafTian. Inilitut. 1. iv. c. iz.), and

by the difciples of St. Martin (Sulp. Sever, in Vit. Martin, c. 7.

p. 473.). Caffiodorius has allowed an ample fcope for the ftudies

of the monks; and tve fhdW not be fcandalized, if their pen forae-

times wandered from Chryfoi^om aud Augultin, to Homer, anJ

Virgil.

Vol. VI. S tary,
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CHAP, tary, occupation, of making wooden fandals, or

of twilling the leaves of the pahn-tree into mats

and bailcets. The fuperfluous ftock, which was

not confumed in domeftic ufe, fupplied, by trade,

the wants of the community : the boats of Ta-

benne, and the other monafteries of Thebais,

defcended the Nile as far as Alexandria i and, in

a Chriftian market, the fan6lity of the workmen

might enhance the intrinfic value of the work.

Their But the necefficy of manual labour was infcn-

fibly fupcrfeded. The novice was tempted to

bellow his fortune on the faints, in whofe fociety

he was refolded to fpend the remainder of his lifej

and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per-

mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future

accelTions of legacy or inheritance ^\ Melania

contributed her plate, three hundred pounds

weight of filverj and Paula contrafted an im-

menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite

monks •, who kindly imparted the merits of their

prayers and pennance to a rich and liberal fin-

ner ". Time continually increafed, and acci-

dents could feldom diminifli, the ellates of the

popular monalleries, which fpread over the ad-

fi Thornaflin (Difciplinede I'EgHfe, torn. iii. p. 118. 145> i4-6'

lyi—i-y.) has txamineii the revolution of the civil, canon, and

«ommon, law. Motleni Fian«.e confirms the death which monks

have inflicted on thenilVlvcs, and juftly deprives them of all right of

inheritance.

Si See Jeiom (torn. i. p. 176. 1S3.). The monk Pambo made

a lublime anlwin- to Melania, who wiflied to fpecify the value of her

•/lit: " Do you ciTer it to me, or to God? If to God, HE who

" fufpeiuls the mountains in a balance, need not be informed of the

^' vvci<^^ht of your plate." (Pall.\J. Hill. Lauliac. c. 10. in the

Vit, Patruni, i. vjli. p. 7ij )

jacent
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jacent country and cities : and, in the firfl: cfen- chap,
tury of their inftitution, the infidel Zofimus has
malicioudy obferved, that, for the benefit of the

poor, the Chriftian monks had reduced a great
part of mankind to a flate of beggary ^*, As
long as they maintained their original fervour,
they approved themfelves, however, the faithful
and benevolent ftewards of the charity, which
was entrufted to their care. But their difcipline
was corrupted by profperity : they gradually
aflumed the pride of weakh, and at laft indulged
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury
might be excufed by the magnificence of reli-

gious worlhip, and the decent motive of erecfling
durable habitations for an immortal fociety. Bui
every age of the church has accufed the licen-
tioufnefs of the degenerate monks; who no
longer remembered the objea of their inftitution,
embraced the vain and fcnfual pleafures of the
world, which they had renounced ", and fcan-
daloufly abufed the riches which had been ac-
quired by the auftere virtues of their found-

Yet the wealth of the Eaftern morks was far furpaffed by the
princely greatnefs of the Benedi(ftines,

55 The nxth general council (the QulmCcKt In Trullo, Canon
xlvii, in Bevendge, torn. i. n hi ^ iY>ftn;nc , r ^
.

5' •'• P; ^'3-; leltiains women from paflina;
the n.ght m a male, or men .n a female, monafterv. The feventh
general counc.l (the fecond Niccne, Canon xx. in Beveridge, torn. i.

of lo?h r'' K ;

"'''""
f '"'''^^ " P--"^-'ous monafteries

of both fexes
i but .t appears fron. Balfamon, that the prohibition

:^as not efFeaual. On the irregular pleafures and expcnces of the
clergy and «.r;^;, iee Thomairm, torn. iii. p. 1334-1362.

^ ^ ers.
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c HA P. ers ^\ Their natural defcent, from fuch painful and
XXXVII.

j^^o.^j.Qy5 virtue, to the comnnon vices of huma-

nity, will not,; perhaps, excite much grief or

indignation in the mind of a philofopher.

Tlielrfoli- Xhe lives of the primitive monks were con-

fumed in pennance and folitude ; undifturbed by

the various occupations which fill the time, and

exercife the faculties, of rea-fonable, aftive, and

focial beings. Whenever they were permitted

to tlep beyond the precinfts of the monaflery,'

two jealous companions were the mutual guards

and fpies of each other's adions-; and, after their

return, they were condemned to forget, or, at

lead, to fupprefs, whatever they had feen or

heard in the world. Strangers, who profeffed

the orthodox faith, were hofpitably entertained

in a feparate apartment ; but their dangerous

converfation was reftrided to fome chofen elders

of approved difcretion and fidelity. Except in-

their prefence, the monadic flave might not

receive the vifits of his friends or kindred j and

it was deemed highly meritorious, if he afflided

a tender fitter, or an aged parent, by the obfti-

nate refufal of a word or look '\ The monks!

themfelves pafied their lives, without perfonal

56 I have fomewhere heard or read the frank confeffion of a Be-

nediftlne abbot: " My vow of poverty has given me an hundred

" thoufand crowns a year ; my vow of obeditnce has raifed me to

«« the rank of a fovereign prince.'_I forget the confequences of

his vow of chaftity.

57 Pior, an Egyptian monk, allowed his fifirr to fee hini
;
but he

ftmt his eyes during the whole vlfit. See Vit. Patrum, 1. iii,

p coA Many fuch examples might be added.
^' '

attachments,
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attachments, among a crowd, which had been ^."^^^^•

foriiied by accident, and was detained, in the <—

^

^
fame prifon, by force or prejudice. Reclufe

fanatics have few ideas or fenciments to commu-

nicate: a fpecial licence of the abbot regulated

the time and duration of their familiar vifits j

• and, at their filent meals, they were enveloped

in their cowls, inaccefTible, and ahnoft invifible,

to each other ^\ Study is the refource of foli-

tude : but education had not prepared and qua-

lified for any liberal ftudies the mechanics and

peafants, who filled the monaflic communities.

They might work : but the vanity of fpiritual

perfection was tempted to difdain the exercife of

manual labour; and the induftry muft be faint

and languid, which is not excited by the fenfe of

perfonal inter-eft.

According to their faith and zeal, they might Their de-

employ the day, which they pafied in their cells,
.^ilons.''"''

either in vocal or mental prayer : they alTembled

in the evening, and they were awakened in the

night, for the public worfhip of the monaftery.

The precife moment was determined by the ftars»

which are feldom clouded in the ferene fl^y of

Egypt ; and a ruftic horn, or trumpet, the fignal

of devotion, twice interrupted the vaft filence

of the dcfert". Even Heep, the laft refuge of

5R The 7th, 8th, ic)th, 3cth, 31ft, 2^A, 57*, 60th, ^6th, and

95th articles of the Rule of Pachouiius, inipofc moll intolerable iaivf

of filence and mortification.

?9 The diurnal and no^uinal prayers of the monks are copionfly

- difciiffed by Caflian in the third and fourth books of his Inftitu-

tions ; and he conftantly prefers the liturgy, which -xn angel had

dijJTatcd to the nunaileries of Tabennc.

S -i
^^^'^
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CHAP, the unhappy, was rigoroully meafured : the va-

cant hoprs of the monk heavily rolled along,

without bufinefs or pleaiurci and, before the

clofe of each day, he had repeatedly accufed the

tedious progrefs of the Sun '^°. In this comfort-

lefs ftate, fuperftition flill purfued and tormented

her wretched votaries ^\ The repofe which they

had fought in the cloifter was difturbed by tardy

repentance, profane doubts, and guilty defires

;

and, while they confidered each natural impulfc

as an unpardonable fm, they perpetually trembled

on the edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs,

J^rom the painful ftruggles of difeafe and defpair,

thefe unhappy viftims were fometimes rtlievedi

by madnefs or death j and, in the fixth century,

an hofpital was founded at Jerufalem for a fmall

portion of the auflere penitents, who were de-»

prived of their fenfes *". Their vifions, before

they attained this extreme and acknowledged

term of frenzy, have afforded ample materials of

fupernatural hiftory. It was their firm perfua-

*° Cafllan, from his own experience, defcribes the acedia, or

liftlefTiiefs of mind and body, to which a monk was expofed, when
he fighed to find himfelf alone. Sspiufque egreditur et ingredituv

cellam, et Solem velut ad occal'um tardius propeiantem crebrlus in-

tuetur (Inftitut. x. i.).

'*• The temptations and fufferings of Stagiiius were conimuni-.^

cated by that unforturiate youth to his friend St. Chiyfoftoin. See

Middleton's Works, vol. i. p. 107—no. Something fimilar intro-

duces the life of every faint ; and the famous Inigo, or Ignatius,

the founder of the Jefuits (Vie d'Inigo de Guipofcoa, torn. i.

p. 29— 58.) may ferve as a memorable example.

6i Fleury, Hift. Ecclefiaflique, torn, vii- p. 46. I have read

fotiiewhere, in the 'Vjtae Patrum, but I cannot recover the place,

r\\dL.\. fi-vcral, I believe tnany, of the monks, who did not reveal their

temptations to the abbot, became guilty of luicide*

2 fion^
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Hon, that the air, which they breathed, was ^ " ^,j^-

peopled with invifible enemies j with innume- ^—
rable djEinons, who watched every occafion, and

affumed every form, to terrify, and above all to

tempt, their unguarded virtue. The imagina-

tion, and even the fenfes, were deceived by the

illufions of diftempered fanaticifm ; and the her-

mit, whofe midnight prayer was oppreffed by

involuntary number, might eafily confound the

phantoms of horror or delight, which had occu-

pied his fleeping, and his waking dreams '^^

The monks were divided into two clafTes : the ^''^^'^".
nohiVesand

Ca:ncbiUSi who lived under a common, and rcgu- Anacho-

lar, difcipline ; ^nd i\\z AnachoretSy who indulged
"^^^'

their unlbcial, independent, fanaticifm ''^ The

mofl devout, or the moft ambitious, of the fpiri-

tual brethren, renounced the convent, as they had

renounced the world. The fervent monafleries of

Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were fiirrounded by

a Laura*'\ a diflant circle of folitary cells j and

'^5 See the feventli and eigluh Coliations of CaflTian, who gravely

examines, why the daemons were grown lefs aftive and numerous,

fincethe time of St. Antony. Rofweyde's copious index to the Vitse

Patrum will point out a variety' of infernal fcenes. The devils were

moft formida!)le in a female fhape.

'^+ For the diltinflion of the Cannlites and the Hirmhs, efpecialiy in

Egypt, feejeroni (torn. i. p. 45. adRufticum), the firft Dialogue of

Sulpicius Severus, Ruhnus (c. 21. in Vit. Patrum, 1. ii. p. 478.),

Palladius (c. 7. 69. in Vit. Patrum. l.viii. p. 714.758.), and above

all, the eighteenth and nineteenth Collations of Cafflan. Thefe wri-

ters, who compare the common, and folitary, life, reveal the abufe

and danger of the latter.

^•5 Suiccr. Thefaur. Ecclcfiaft. tom, ii. p. 105. 218. TliomafTm
(Difcipline de TEglife, tom. i. p. 1501, 1502.) gives a good account

of thefe cells. When Gerafinnis founded his ir.onaftery, in thewil-

dernefs of Jordan, it was accompanied by a Laura of fcventy cells.

3 4 the



264 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^^/SK' the extravasrant pennance of the Hermits was fti-
xxxvir.

, , 1 • <fi

mulated by applaiile and emulation . They funk

under the painful weight of crofTes and chains ;

and their emaciated limbs were confined by col-

lars, bracelets, gauntlets, and greaves, of mafiy,

and rigid, iron. All fuperfluous incumbrance of

drefs they contemptuoufly call away; and fome

favage faints of both fexes have been admired,

whofe naked bodies were only covered by their

long hair. They afpired to reduce themfelves to

the rude and miferable (late in which the human

brute is fcarcely diftinguifhed above his kindred

animals: and a numerous fedl" of Anachorets de-

rived their name from their humble pradice of

grazing in the fields of Mefopotamia with the

common herd°^ They often ufurped the den of

fome wild beaft whom ihey affe6led to refemble

;

they buried themfelves in fome gloomy cavern,

which art or nature had fcooped out of the rockj

and the marble quarries of Thebais are ftill in-

fcribed with the monuments of their pennance '^^

The m.oil perfc6t Hermits are fuppofcd to have

palTed many days without food, many nights

without deep, and many years without fpeaking j

66 Theodoret, in a large volume (the Philotbeus In Vit. Patium,

1. ix, p. 793—863.) has col!e6ted the lives and miracles of thirty

Anachorets. Evagrius (1. i. c. la.) more briefly celebrates the monks

and hermits of raleftine.

67 Sozomen, 1; vi. c. 33. The great St.Ephrem compofed a pa-

negyric on thefe Sc^ku, or grazing monks (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef,

torn. viii. p, zqz.).

^^ The P. Sicard (Miffions du Levant, torn. ii. p. 217—ijj.

examined the caverns of the Lower Thebais, with wonder and devo-

tion. The ir.fcriptions arc in the old Syrii'.c charaifter, which v/as

ufcd by the Chriltians of Habyfliniaw

and
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and g::orious was the man (I abufe that name") who CHAP.
=• ^

.
' XXXVII.

contrived any cell, or feat, of a peculiar con- y -,^~ ^
ftruclion, which might expofe him, in the mod
inconvenient pofture, to the inclemency of the

feafons.

Among thefc heroes of the monadic life, the simeon

name and genius of Simeon Stylites ^° have been
^^^'^J'

immortalized by the fingular invention of an aerial 395—45'*

pennance. At the age of thirteen, the young

Syrian deferred the profefilon of a Ihepherd, and

threw himfelf into an auftere monaftery. After a

long and painful noviciate, in which Simeon was

repeatedly faved from pious fuicide, he eftabliflicd

his refidence on a mountain, about thirty or forty

miles to the Eaft ofAntioch. Within the fpace

of a mandrdj or circle of Hones, to which he had

attached himfelf by a ponderous chain, he af-

cended a column, which was fuccelTively railed

from the height of nine, to that of fixty, feer,

from the ground '°. In this laft, and lofty, fta-

tion, the Syrian Anachoret refifted the heat of

thirty fummers, and the cold of as many winters.

Habit and exercife inflrufted him to maintain his

dangerous fituation without fear or giddinefs, and

fuccefTively to affume the different polhires of de-

votion. He fometimes prayed in an erefl atti-

^9 See Theodoret (in Vit. Patrum, 1. ix. p. S^S—S54.}, Antony

(in Vit. Patrum, 1. i. p. 170— 177. )> Cofmas (In Afleman. Bibliot.

Oriental, tom. i. p. 239— 253.)* Evagrius (1. i. c. 13, 14..}, and

Tillemont (Mem. Ecclel". toin.xv. p. 347—392.).
7'^ The narrow circumfi-rence of two cubits, or tliree feet, which

Evagrius afligns for the funimit of the column, is inconfillsnt with

reafon, with fa6ls, and with the rules of architcfture. The people

who faw it from below nii^ht be ealily deceived,

tude.
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CHAP, tude, with his out-llretched arms, in the fisure
XXXVII

_' of a crofs i but his mofl: familiar praftice was that

of bending his meagre fkeleton from the forehead

to the feet : and a curious fpeflator, after num-
bering twelve hundred and forty-four repetitions,

at length defifted from the endlefs account. The
progrefs of an ulcer in his thigh "" might fhorten,

but it could not difturb, this celejlial Yik; and the

patient Hermit expired, without defcending from

his column. A prince, who fliould capricioufly

infli(5t fuch tortures, would be deemed a tyrant^

but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, to im-

pofe a long and miferable exiftence on the re-

ludlant victims of his cruelty. This voluntary

martyrdom mull have gradually deftroyed the fen-

fibility both of the mind and body ; nor can it be

prefumed that the fanatics, who torment them-

felves, are fufceptible of any lively affection for

the reft of mankind. A cruel unfeeling temper

has diftinguiflied the monks of every age and

country : their ftern indifference, which is feldom

mollified by perfonal friendfhip, is inflamed by

religious hatred ; and their mercilefs zeal has

llrenuoufly adminiflered the holy oiBce of the In-

quifition.

Miracles
'^^^ monaftic faints, who excite only the con-

andwor- tempt and pity of a philofopher, were refpecled,
fhlpofthe / ] n ^ ^ , u A ^
monks. and aimoit adored, by the prince and people.

"'I mufl not conceal a piece of ancient fcandal concerning the on-.

gin of this ulcer. It has been reported that the Devil, afiuming an

angelic form, invited him to afcend, like Elijah, into a fiery chariot.

The faint too haftily raifed his foot, and Satan feized the moment of

inflifting this chaftifement on his vanity.

Succef-
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Succcflive crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and India ^j?^^'
fainted the divine pillar of Simeon : the tribes of ^..-v—i^

Saracens difpuced in arms the honour of his bene-

diftion ; the queens of Arabia and Perfia grate-

fully confeficd his fupernatural virtue j and the

angelic Hermit was confulted by the younger

Theodofius, in the moft important concerns of the

church and ftate. His remains were tranfported

from the mountain of TelenifTa, by a folemn pro-

ceQion of the patriarch, the mafter-general of the

Eaft, fix bilhops, twenty-one counts or tribunes,

and fix thoufand foldiers j and Antioch revered

his bones, as her glorious ornament and impreg-

nable defence. The fame of the apoftles and

martyrs was gradually eclipfed by thefe recent

and popular Anachorets ; the Chriftian world fell

proftrate before their fhrines ; and the miracles

afcribed to their relics exceeded, at lead in num-
ber and duration, the fpiricual exploits of their

lives. But the gol-den legend of their lives
'''^

was

embellifhed by the artful credulity of their in-

terefted brethren ; and a believing age was eafily

perfuaded, that the flighted caprice of an Egyp-

tian or a Syrian monk, had been fufficient to in-

terrupt the eternal laws of the univerfe. The fa-

vourites of Heaven were accuRomed to cure in-

veterate difeafes with a touch, a word, or a dif-

7* I know not how to fe!e6l or fpecify the miracles contained in

the Vitx Patrum of Rcfweyde, as Uie number very much exceeds the

thoufand pages of tliat voluminous work. An elegant fpecimen may
be found in the Dialogues of Sulpicius Severus, and his life of St.

Martin. He reveres the monks of Kgypt
;
yet he infults them with

i\\e remark, that tbey never raifed the dead 5 whereas the bifliop of

Toufs had reftored three dead men to life.

tant
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^^^P-tant meiTage; and to expel the mod obftinate

\. —^- _ dsemons from the fouls, or bodies, which they

poffefTcd. They familiarly accofted, or impe-

rioufly commanded, the lions and ferpents of the

defertj infufed vegetation into a faplefs trunk;

fufpended iron on the furface of the water ; paiTed

the Nile on the back of a crocodile, and refrelhed

themfelves in a fiery furnace. Thefe extravagant

tales, which difplay the fidion, without the ge-

nius, of poetry, have ferioufly aff"e6led the reafon,

Superfti- the faith, and the morals, of the Chriftians. Their

age. credulity debafed and vitiated, the faculties of the

mind : they corrupted the evidence of hiflory

;

and fupcrftition gradually extinguiflied thehoftile

light of philofophy and fcience. Every mode of

religious worlliip which had been pra6lifed by the

faints, every myfterious doflrine which they be-

lieved, was fortified by the fandion of divine re-

velation, and all the manly virtues were opprefTed

by the fcrvile and pufillanimous reign of the

monks. If it be pofiible to meafure the interval,

between the philofophic Vv'ritings of Cicero and

the facred legend of Theodoret, between the cha-

radler of Cato and that of Simeon, we may ap-

preciate the memorable revolution which was ac-

compliQied in the Roman empire withiji a period

of five hundred years.

II. Con- II. The progrefs of Chriftianity has been

OFTHE^ marked by two glorious and decifive vidories i

Barba- , over the learned and luxurious citizens of the Ro-

man empire ; and over the warlike Barbarians of

Scythia and Germany, who fubverted the empire,

^ and embraced the religion, of the Romans. The
Gothi
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Goths were the foremoft of thefe .fiivage profe- ^vvvn*
lytesj and the nation was indebted for its conver- ._" V 1

fion to a countryman, or, at lead, to a fubjeft,

worthy to be ranked among the inventors of ufe-

ful arts, who have defcrvcd the remembrance and

gratitude of pofterity. A great number of Ro,

man provincials had been led away into captivity

by the Gothic bands, who ravaged Afia in the

time of Gallienus : and of thefe captives, many
were Chriftians, and feveral belonged to the ec-

clefiaftical order. Thofe involuntary miffionaries,-

difperfed as flaves in the villages of Dacia, fuc-

eeflively laboured for the falvation of their maf-

ters. Tlie feeds, which they planted of the evan-

gelic dodrine, were gradually propagated ; and,

before the end of a century, the pious work was

atchieved by the labours of Ulphilas, wliofe an-

ceftors had been tranfported beyond the Danube

from a fmall tov/n of Cappadocia.

Ulphilas, the'bidiop and apoftle of the Goths ", tiiphiias,

acquired their love and reverence by his blamelefs
theCodls

iife and indefatigable zeal; and they received, ^'^-
"60, &.'C«

v/ith implicit confidence, the docftrines of truth

and virtue, which he preached and praclifed. He
executed the arduous tafl^ of tranflating the Scrip-

tures into their native tongue, a dialedl of the

German,- or Teutonic, language ; but he pru-

dently fupprefled the four books of Kings, as they

might tend to irritate the fierce and fanguinary

7) On the fubjeft of Ulphilas, and the converfion of the Goths,

fee Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 37. Socrates, 1. iv. c. 33. Theodoret, 1. iv.

c. 37. Philoftorg, 1. ii. c. 5. The herefy of Phi loftorgi us appears to

have given him fupeilor means of infuroiation,

rpirit
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CHAP, fpiric of the Barbarians. The rude, imperfecfl,

idiom of foldiers and Ihepherds, fo ill-qualified

to communicate any fpiritual ideas, was improved
and modulated by his genius; and Ulphilas, be-

fore he could frame his verfion, was obliged to

compofe a new alphabet of twenty-four letters

;

four of which he invented, to exprefs the peculiar

founds that were unknown to the Greek, and La-
tin, pronunciation'*. But the profperous ftate of

the Gothic church was foon afflifted by war and
inteftine difcord, and the chieftains were divided

by religion as well as by intereil. Fritigern, the

friend of the Romans, became the profelyte of

Ulphilas J while the haughty foul of Athanaric

difdained the yoke of the empire, and of the Go-
fpeL The faith of the new converts was tried by

the perfecution which he excited. A waggon,

bearing aloft the fhapelefs image, of Thor, per-

haps, or of Woden, was conduded in folemn pro-

ceflion through the ftreets of the camp ; and the

rebels, who refufed to worftiip the God of their

fathers, were immediately burnt, with their tents

and families. The character of Ulphilas recom-

mended him to the efteem of the Eaftern court,

where he twice appeared as the miniiter of peace i

7+ A mutllaied copy of the four Gofpels, in the Gothic verfion,

vas publilhed A. D. 16-65, ^"d is eftecmed the moft ancient iiionu-

mentof the Teutonic language, though Wetftein attempts, by Ibme
frivolous conJciStures, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour of the work.

Two of the four additional letters exprefs the /T, and our own Th,

See Simon. Hilt. Critique du Nouveau Teltament, torn., ii. p. 219
a23. Mill. Prolcgoni. p, 151. edit, Kufter. Wetfttln, Prolegom.
torn. r. p. 114..

he
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he pleaded the caufe of the diftrefled Goths, who chap.
XXXVII

implored the proteftion of Valens j and the name > -^- Jf

of Mofes was appliqd to this fpiritual guide, who

conducted his people, through the deep waters of

the Danube, to the Land of Promife". The de-

vout fhcpherds, who were attached to his perfon,

and tra<5table to his voice, acquiefced in their fet-

tlement, at the foot of the Maefian mountains, in

a country of woodlands and paftures, which fup-

ported their flocks and herds, and enabled thenn

to purchafe the corn and wine of the more plenti-

ful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians mul-

tiplied, in obfcure peace, and the profeffion of

Chriftianity '*.

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Vifi- The

goths, univerfally adopted the religion of the Ro- vandals

mans, with whom they maintained a perpetual Burgun-

intercourfe, of war, of friendfhip, or of conqueft. embrace

In their long and victorious march from the Da- ^^"^^^"*

nube to the Atlantic ocean, they converted their A.D.400,

allies; they educated the rifing generation; and

the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric,

or the court of Thouloufe, might edify, or dif-

grace, the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople".

75 Philoftorgius erroneoufly places this paffage under the reign of

Conftantins; but I am much inclined to believe that it preceded the

great emigration.

7^ We are obliged to Jornandcs (de Reb. Get. c. 51. p. 633.) fon

a fhort and lively pi>.'hue of thefe Ir'n'er Goths. Gothi Minores, popu-

}us immenllis, cn:n luo Foruifice iplbque primate WulHla. The laft

words, it' they art not mere tautology, implv lomc temporal juril'-

difllon.

77 At non ita Gothi non ita Vandali; malis licet doRoribus inflj-

tmi, meliorts tamen ctiam in hac parte quajn iioltri. Salviaa de

Gubern. D'.-i, 1, vii. p. 1^3.

During

&:c
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CHAP. During the fame period, Chriftianicy was em*

Y^ -^^ . braced by almofl: all the Barbarians, who efta-

bliflied their kingdoms on the ruins of the Weftern

empire; the Burgiindians in Gaul, the Suevi in

Spain, the Vandals in Africa, the Oftrogoths in

Pannonia, and the various bands of Mercenaries,

that raifed Odoacer to the throne of Italy. The
Franks and the Saxons ftill perfcvered in the er-

rors of Paganifmj but the Franks obtained the mo-

narchy of Gaul by their fubmiffion to the example

ofClovis; and the Saxon conquerors of Britain

were reclaimed from their favage fuperflition by

the miffionaries of Rome. Thefe Barbarian pro-

felytes difplayed an ardent and fuccefsful zeal in

the propagation of the faith. The Merovingian

kings, and their fucceffors, Charlemagne and the

Othos, extended by their laws and victories, the

dominion of the crofs. England produced the

apofile of Germany j and the evangelic light was

gradually diffufed from the neighbourhood of the

Rhine, to the nations of the Elbe, the Viftula,

and the Baltic '^

Motives of The different motives which influenced the
their aitii.

^^^^^^^ or the paHions, of the Barbarian converts,

cannot eafily be afcertained. They were ofcen

capricious and accidental j a dream, an omen, the

report of a miracle, the example of fome priefl:,

or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and above

all, the fortunate event of a prayer, or vow,

78 Mofheim has fiightly (ketched the progrefs of Chriftianity in

the North, fvom the fourth to the fourteenth century. The fubjeft

woukl afford m:tterials for an eccleiiaftical, and even phllolbphical,

hlitory.
.

j- wnicn.
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^vhich, in a moment of danger, they had ad- chap.
XXXVII

drefled to the God of the Chriftians ^^ The early-

prejudices of education were infenfibly erazed by
the habits of frequent and familiar fociety; the

moral precepts of the Gofpcl were proteded by

the extravagant virtues of the monks; and a fpi-

ritual theology was fupported by the vifible power

of relics, and the pomp of religious worfhip.

But the rational and ingenious mode of perfuafion,

which a Saxon bifliop ^* fuggefted to a popular

faint, might fometimes be employed by the mif^

fionaries, who laboured for the converfion of infi-

dels. " Admit," fays the fagacious difputant,

** whatever they are pleafed to aflert of the fa-

" bulous, and carnal, genealogy of their gods
*' and goddefles, who are propagated from each
" other. From this principle deduce their im-
*' perfeft nature, and human infirmities, the af-

*' furance they were borHf and the probability

" that they will die. At what time, by what
" means, from what caufe, were the eldeft of the

" gods or goddefTes produced ? Do they ftill

** continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate? If
*' they have ceafed, fummon your antagonifts to
«' declare the reafon of this ftrange alteration. If

" they ftill continue, the number of the gods mull

79 To fuch a caufe has Socrates (1. vii. c. 30.) afcribed the con-
Vdrfion of the Burgundians, whofe Chrittian piety is celebrated by
Orofius (1. vii. c. 19. )•

80 See an original and curious epiftle from Daniel, the firfi bifliop

of Winchefter (Beda, Kift. Ecclef. Anglorum, 1. v. c. 18. p. 203.
edit. Smith), to St. Boniface, who preached the Gofpel among the

Savages of Hede and Thuringia. Epiftol. Bonifacii, Ixvii. in tha

Maxima Bibliotheca Patrum, torn. xiii. p. 53.

Vol. VI. T <' become
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c H AP. tc become infinite j and fliall we not rifk, by the
XXXVII. . .

' " indifcreet worlhip of fome impotent deity, to

" excite the refentment of his jealous fuperior ?

«' The vifible heavens and earth, the whole fyftena

*' of the univerfe, which may be conceived by

" the mind, is it created or eternal ? If created,

" how, or where, could the gods themfelves exilt

" before the creation ? If eternal, how could they

*' aflfume the empire of an independent and pre-

<f exifting world ? Urge thefe arguments with

*f temper and moderation j infinuate, at feafon-

«f able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the

" Chriftian revelation j and endeavour to make
«' the unbelievers afhamed, without making them

" angry." This metaphyfical reafoning, too re-

fined perhaps for the Barbarians of Germany, was

fortified by the grofier weight of authority and po-

pular confent. The advantage of temporal pro-

fperity had deferted the Pagan caufe, and pafied

over to the fervice of Chrifti^anity. The Romans

themfelves, the mod powerful and enlightened

nation of the globe, had renounced their ancient

fuperftition ; and, if the ruin of their empire

feemed to accufe the efficacy of the new faith, the

difgrace was already retrieved by the converfion of

the viftorious Goths. The valiant and fortunate

Barbarians, who fubdued the provinces of the

Weft, fuccefiively received, and reflefted, the

fame edifying example. Before the age of Char-

lemagne, the Chriftian nations of Europe might

exult in the exclufive pofleffion of the temperate

climates, of the fejcile lands, which produced

corn.
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corn, wine, and oil ; while the favao;e idolaters, chap.

XXXVII
and their helplefs idols, were confined to the ex- . . - ,j
tremities of the earth, the dark and frozen regions

of the North *'.

' Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heaven EfF.cls of

to the Barbarians, introduced an important change
v^erilon?''

in their moral and political condition. They re-

ceived, at the fame time, the life of letters, fo ef-

fential to a religion whofe dodlrines are contained

in a facred book j and while they ftudied the di-

vine truth, their minds were infenfibly enlarged

by the diftant view of hiftory, of nature, of the

arts, and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip-

tures into their native tongue, which had facili-

tated their converfion, muft excite, among their

clergy, fome curiofity to read the original text,

to underftand the facred liturgy of the church,

and to examine, in the writings of the fathers, the

chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpiritual

gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan-

guages, which concealed the ineftimable monu-
ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro-

dudlioHG of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, which were
acceffibleto theChriftian Barbarians, maintained

a filent intercourfe between the reign of Auguftus,

and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne, The
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the re-

membrance of a more perfed {latCi and the flame

of fcience was fecretly kept alive, to warm and

8
1 The fword of Charlemagne added weight to th6 argument; but

when Daniel wrote this epiftle (A, D. 723.) the Mahometans, who
reigned from India to Spain, might have retorted it againft the .

ChriftianS)

T 2 enlighten
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CHAP, enlighten the mature age of the Weftern world

;

^^^^ ) In the nnoft corrupt ftate of Chriftianity, the Bar-

barians might learn juftice from the lawy and

mercy from the go/pel : and if the knowledge of

their duty was infufficient to guide their aftions,

or to regulate their pafTions j they were fometimes

rcltrained by confcience^ and frequently punifhed

by remorfe. But the direft authority of religion

was lefs effedual, than the holy communion which

united them with their Chriftian brethren in fpi-

ritual friendfhip. The influence of thefe fenti-

ments contributed to fecure their fidelity in the

fervice, or the alliance, of the Romans, to alle-

viate the horrors of war, to moderate the infolence

of conqueft, and to preferve, in the downfall of

the empire, a permanent refpeft for the name and

inftitutions of Rome. In the days of Paganifm,

the priefts of Gaul and Germany reigned over the

people, and controuled the jurifdiction of the ma-

giftratesj and the zealous profelytes transferred an

equal, or more ample, meafure of devout obe-

dience, to the pontiffs of the Chrillian faith. TKfe

facred charader of the biHiops was fupported by

their temporal pofTefTions; they obtained an ho-

nourable feat in the legiflative affemblies of fol-

>diers and freemen j and it was their.interefl, as

well as their duty, to mollify, by peaceful couil-

fels, the fierce fpirit of the Barbarians. The per-

petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy, the

frequent pilgrimages to Rome and Jerufalem,

and the growing authority of the Popes, cemented

the union of the Chriftian republic: and gradually

produced the fimilar mannersj and common jurif-

prudence.
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prudence, which have diflinguiflied, from the
^.yxvh*

reft of mankind, the independent, and even hof- l. —

y

~. ^
rile, nations of modern Europe.

But the operation of thcfe caufes was checked They are

r •
1 I

•
I

involved in

and retarded by the unfortunate accident, which theAnan

infufed a deadly poifon into the cup of Salvation.
^'^^^'

Whatever might be the early fentiments of Ul-

philas, his connexions with the empire and the

church were formed during the reign of Arianifm.

The apoftle of the Goths fubfcribed the creed of

Rimini; profeficd with freedom, and perhaps with

fincerity, that the Son was not equal, or confub-

ftantial to the Father^*; communicated thefe er-

rors to the clergy and people; and infefted the

Barbaric world with an herefy "^ which the great

Theodofius profcribed and extinguifhed among

the Romans. The temper and underftanding of

the new profelytes were not adapted to mctaphyr

fical fubtleties ; but they ftrenuoufly maintained*

what they had pioufly received, as the pure and

genuine doctrines of Chriftianity. The advantage

^* Tlie opinions of Ulphilas and the Goths inclined to Semi-Ai'i-

anifm, fmce they would not fay that the Son was a creature, though

they held communion with thofe who maintained that herefy. Their

apoftle reprefented the whole controverly as a queftion of trifling mo-

ment, which had been raifed by the pafilons of the clergy. Theo»

doret. 1. iv. c. 37.

^J The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed to the emperoi-

Valens :
" Itaque jufto Dei judicio ipfi eum yiviim incenderunt, qui

' propter eum etiam mortui, vitio erroris arfiiri funt." Orofuts,

1. vii. c, 33. p. 554. This cruel fentence is confirmed by Tillemont

(Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 604—610.), who coolly obferves, " un
*• feul homme entraina dans I'enfer un nombre infini de Septen-

" trionaux, &c." Salvian (de Gubern. Dei, l.v. p. 150, 151) pitie*

and cxciifes their involujitary error.

T 3 of
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xxx^n' ^^P^^^^^'^^S ^"^ expounding the Scriptures in the

Teutonic language, promoted the apoilolic la-

bours of Ulphilas, and his fuccelTorsj and they.

ordained a competent number of bifiiops and pref-

byters, for t;he inflrudion of the kindred tribes.

The Oftrogoths, the Burgundians, the Suevi, and
the Vandals, who had liftened to the eloquence of

the Latin clergy'^ preferred the more intelligible

leiTons of their domeftic teachers j and Arianifm

was adopted as t'le national faith of the warlike

converts, who were feated on the ruins of the

Weilern empije. This irreconcilable difference

of religion was a perpetual fource of jealoufy and

hatred j and the reproach of Barbarian was embit-

tered by 'the more odious epithet of Heretic. The
heroes of the North, who had fubmitted, with

fome reludance, to believe that all their anceftors

were in hell^'j were aftonifhed and exafperated

to learn, that they themfelves had only changed
the mode of their eternal condemnation. Inftead

of the fmooth applaufe, which Chriftian kings are

accuitomed to expedl from their loyal prelates, the

orthodox bimops and their clergy were in a (late

ofoppofition ro the Arian courts; and their indif-

creet oppofition frequently became criminal, and

might fometimes be dangerous"'. The pulpit,

that

S+ Oroiius affirms, in the year 416 (1. vii, c. 41. p. 5S0.), that

the churches of Chrift (of the Catholics) were filled with Kuns, Suevi,

V'andals, Burgundians.

's Radbod, king of the Frifons, was {o much fcandalized by this

raOi declaration of a mifiionary, that he drev/ back his foot after he
nad entered the baptifmal font. See Fleury Hift. Ecclef. torn. ix.

p. 167.

^^ The Epifties of Sidonius, bi/liop of Clermont, under the Vifi-

goths, and of Avitus, bilhop of Vienna, under the Burgundians,

explai«



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 279

that fafe and facred organ of fedition, refounded ^^^^
P-

with the names of Pharaoh and Holofernes*^ the * ^^
public difcontent was inflamed by the hope or

promife of a glorious deliverance; and the fedi-

tious faints were tempted to promote the accom-

plilhmentof their own predidions. Notwithftand- General

ing thefe provocations, the Catholics of Gaul, toleration.

Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the

Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife of their

religion. Their haughty mailers refpefted the

zeal of a numerous people, refolved to die at the

foot of their altars; and the example of their de-

vout conftancy was admired and imitated by the

Barbarians themfelves. The conquerors evaded,

however, the difgraceful reproach, or confefiion,

of fear, by attributing their toleration to the li-

beral motives of reafon and humanity; and while

they affected the language, they imperceptibly

imbibed the fpirir, of genuine Chriftianity.

The peace of the church was fometimes inter- Arlan per-

rupted. The Catholics were indifcreer, the Bar- the Van-

barians were impatient -, and the partial ac^s of ^^'^*

feverity or injuftice which had been recommended

by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the or-

thodox writers. The guilt of perfecution may be

imputed to pAiric, king of the Vifigoths ; who
fufpended the exercife of ecclefiaffical, or at lead,

ofepifcopal, fun(5lions; and punifhed the popular

explain, fometimes in dark hints, the general difpofitions of the Ca-

tholics. The hiftory of Clovis andTheodoric will fuggeflfome par-

ticular fafls.

^7 Genferic conftfTed the refemblance, by the feverity with which

he punifhed fuch indifcreet allufions. Vl'ilor Vitenfis, i, 7. p. 10.

T 4 biOiops
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Genferic,

A. D.

xxxvn' ^'^^°P^ °^ Aquitain with imprifonment, exile, and

confifcation ^*. But the cruel and abfurd enter-

prife of fubduing the minds of a whole people,

was undertaken by the Vandals alone. Genferic

hinnfelf, in his early youth, had renounced the

orthodox communion j and the apoltate could

neither grant, nor expefl:, a fincere forgivenefs.

He was exafperated to find, that the Africans,

who had fled before him in the field, ftill pre-

fumed to difpute his will in fynods and churches}

and his ferocious mind was incapable of fear, or of

compaffion. His Catholic fubjeds were oppreffed

by intolerant laws, and arbitrary punifhments.

The language of Genferic was furious, and for-

midable; the knowledge of his intentions might

juftify the moft unfavourable interpretation of his

anions j and the Arians were reproached with the

frequent executions, which ftained the palace,

and the dominions, of the tyrant. Arms and am-

bition were, however, the ruling pafilons of the

monarch of thefea. But Hunneric, his inglorious

fon, who feemed to inherit only his vices, tor-

mented the Catholics with the fame unrelenting

fury, which had been fatal to his brother, his ne-

phews, and the friends and favourites of his fa-

ther : and, even to the Arian patriarch, who was

inhumanly burnt alive in the midft of Carthage.

]Hunneric.

A.D. 477.

"^ Such are the contemporary complaints of Sidonius, bifhop of

Clermont (1. vii, c. 6. p. 182, &c. edit. Sirmond.).Gregoryof Tours,

who quotes this Epiftle (1. ii. c. 25. in torn. ii. p. 174..) extorts an

unwarrantable affertion, that of the nine vacancies in Aquitain,

fome had been produced by epifcopai martyrdtms

,

The
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CHAP.
xxxvir.The religious war was preceded and prepared by chap.

an infidious truce ; perfecution was made the

ferious and important bufinefs of the Vandal

court ; and the loathfome difeafe, which haftencd

the death of Hunneric, revenged the injuries,

without contributing to the deliverance, of the

church. The throne of Africa was fuccelTively

filled by the two nephews of Hunneric i by Gun- Cunda-

damund, who reigned about twelve, and bv ^T'l^' o

Thrafimund, who governed the nation above

twenty-feven years. Their adminiftration was

hoftile and oppreflive to the orthodox party.

Gundamund appeared to emulate, cr even to

furpafs, the cruelty of his uncle; and, if at

length he relented, if he recalled the bifhops,

and reftored the freedom of Athanafian v/orfhip,

a premature death intercepted the benefits of his

tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund, was Tlnafi-

the ffreateft and mod accomplifned of the Vandal T"*^^' ^

Jcings, whom he excelled in beauty, prudence,

and magnanimity of foul. But this magnanimous

charafter was degraded by his intolerant zeal and

deceitful clemency. Inftead of threats and tor-

tures, he employed the gentle, but efficacious,' -

powers of fedu6lion. Wealth, dignity, and the

royal favour, were the liberal rewards of apo-

llacy J the Catholics, who had violated the laws,

might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation

of their faith •, and whenever Thrafimund medi-

tated any rigorous meafure, he patiently waited

till the indifcretion of his adverf.iries furnillied

Jiim with a fpecious opportunity. Bigotry was

his lafl: fentiment in the hour of death : and he

exaited
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CHAP.
XXXVII.

Hildeiic,

A.D.5Z3.

Gelirr.er,

A.D.530.

A general

view of the

pel fee u-

tion in

Africa.

exadled from his fucceflor a folemn oath, that

he would never tolerate the fedaries of Athana-

fius. But his fucceflor, Hilderic, the gentle fon

of the favage Hunneric, preferred the duties of

humanity and juftice, to the vain obligation of

an impious oath j and his accefliOn was glorioufly

marked by the reftoration of peace and univerfal

freedom. The throne of that virtuous, though

feeble monarch, was ufurped by his coufin Geli-

mer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom,

before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was

fubverted by the arms of Belifarius; and the

orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they

had endured *'.

The pafiionate declamations of the Catholics,

the fole hiftorians of this perfecution, cannot

afford any diftindl feries of caufes and events;

any impartial view of charaders, or counfels j

but the mofl remarkable circumftances, that de-

ferve either credit or notice, may be referred to

the following heads: L In the original law,

which is ftill extant ^^ Hunneric exprefsly de-

^5 The orlginr^l monuments of the Vandal perfecution are pre-

ferved in the five books of the Hiftory of Vi^or Vitenfi? (de Perfe-

cutione Vandaiici), a bifhop who was exiled by Hunn^ic j in the

Life of St. Fulgentius, who was diftinguiflied in the perfecution of

Thrafimond (in Biblioth. Max. Patrum, torn. ix. p. 4— 16.), and

in the firft book of the Vandalic War,- by the impartial Procopius

(c. 7, 8. p. 196, 197, 198, 199.). Dom Ruinart, the lail editor

of Victor, hasilluftrated the whole fubjeft with a copious and learned

apparatus of notes and fuppiement. (Paris, 1694..)

90 Viftor. iv. a. p. 65. Hunneric refufes the name of Ca-

tholics to the Homoouftans. He defcribes, as the veri Divin?e Majeftatis

cultores, his own party, who profefTed the faith, confirmed by more

than a thoufand biihops, in the fynods of Rimini and Sejeticia;

• Glares^



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 283

clares, and the declararion appears to be correct, CHAP.
XXXVII

that he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations
"'

and penalties of the Imperial edifls; againfl the

heretical congregations, the clergy, and the

people, who diflented from the eftablijfl-.ed reli-

gion. If the rights of confcience had i:een un-

derftood, the Catholics muft have coni'cmned

their palt conducl:, or acquiefced in their actual

fufferings. But they flill perfifted to refufe the

indulgence which they claimed. While they

trembled under the laih of perfecution, they

praifed the laudable (cvtniy of Hunneric himfelf,

who burnt or banifhed great numbers of Ma-
nichaeans^'i and they rejeifled, with horror, the

ignominious comproinife, that the difciples of

Arius, and of Athanafius, fhould enjoy a reci-

procal and fimilar toleration in the territories of

the Romans, and in thofe of the Vandals '\

II. The pra6lice of a conference, which the Ca-

tholics had fo frequently iifed to infult and punilli

their obftinate antagonifts, was retorted againft

themfclves ^^. At the command of Hunneric,

four hundred and fixty-fix orthodox bifhops

aflembled at Carthage 5 but when they were ad-

9» Viftor. il. i. p. 21, 22. Lau^ahUlor . . . videbatiir. In the

MSS. which omit this word, the paffdge is unintelligible, ike

Ruinait. Not. p. 164.

9* ViiStor. ii. 2. p. 22, 23. The clergy of Carthage called thefe

conditions, ^wVtt/o/k'} and they feem, indeed, to have been propofed,

as a fnare to entrap the Catholic biftiops

95 See the narrative of this conference, and the treatment of the

bifhops, in Victor, ii. 13— iS. p. 35—42. aad the whole fourth

book, p. 63— 171. The third book, p. 42—62. is entirely filled

by their apology or confelTion of faith.

3 mittcd
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^5^7?*/ iTiitted into the hall of audience, they had the

mortification of beholding the Arian Cirila ex-

alted on the patriarchal throne. The difputants

were feparated, after the mutual and ordinary-

reproaches of noife and filence, of delay and

precipitation, of military force and of popular

clamour. One martyr and one confefTor were

felc(5led among the Catholic biihopsj tvv^enty^

eight efcaped by flight, and eighty-eight by con-

formity j forty-fix were fent into Corfica to cut

timber for the royal navyj and three hundred

and two were banifhed to the different parts of

Africa, expofed to the infults of their enemies,

and carefully -deprived of all the temporal and

fpiritual comforts of life '*. The hardfhips of

ten years exile muft have reduced their numbers j

and if they had complied with the law of Thra-

fimund, which prohibited any epifcopal confe-^

crations, the orthodox church of Africa muft

have expired with the lives of its acTtual members.

They difobeyed ; and their difobedience was pu-

nilhed by a fecond exile of two hundred and

twenty bifnops into Sardinia 5 where they Ian-

guiflied fifteen years, till the acceffion of the

gracious Hilderic •'. The two iflands were judi-

cioufly

94 See the lift of the Afncan biftiops, in Victor, p. 117— 140.

and Ruinart's notes, p. 215—397. The fchifmatic name of Do-

vatui frequently occurs, and they appear to have adopted (like our

fanatics of the laft age) the pious appellations of Deodatus, Deogratiai,

Siutd-vuhdeu!, Hahetdeum, &C.

95 Fulgent. Vit. c. 16—29. Thrafimund afFefted the praife of

moderation and learning; and Fulgentius addrefied three books of

controverfy to the Arian tyrant, whom he ftyles fiijfime Rix.

Biblioth.
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[^ H AP.
xxxvir.ciouHy chofcn by the malice of their Arian chap.

tyrants. Seneca, from his own experience, has

deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of

Corfica ^"j and the plenty of Sardinia was over-

balanced by the unwholefome quality of the air'^

III. The zeal of Genferic, and his fucceflbrs, for

the converfion of the Catholics, muft have ren-

dered them ftill more jealous to guard the purity

of the Vandal faith. Before the churches were

finally fhut, it was a crime to appear in a Bar-

barian drefs j and thofe who prefumed to negledl

the royal mandate, were rudely dragged back-

wards by their long hair '*. The Palatine offi-

cers, who refufed to profefs the religion of their

prince, were ignominioufly ftripped of their ho-

nours, and employments; banifhed to Sardinia

and Sicily j or condemned to the fervile labours

of flaves and peafants in the fields of Utica. In

the diftrids which had been peculiarly allotted to

the Vandals, the exercife of the Catholic worfhip

was more ftriftly prohibited} and fevere penal-

Blblioth. Maxim. Patium, torn. ix. p. 41. Only fixty biftiops

are mentioned as exiles in the life of Fulgentius, they are increafed

to one hundred and twenty by Viftor Tunnunenfis, and Ifidore ; but

the number of two hundred and twenty is fpecified in the Hijloiia

HJifcella, and a fliort authentic chronicle of the times. See Ruinart.

p. 570, 571.

9<^ See the bafe and Infipid epigrams of the Stoic, who could not

fupport exile with more fortitude than Ovid. Corfica might not

produce corn, wine, or oilj but it could not be deftitute of grafs,

vvater, and even fire.

97 Si ob gravitatem cceli interilTent, viU damnum. Tacit. An-
Tial. ii. S5. In this application, Thrafimund would have adopted

the reading of Tome critics, utile damnum.
98 See thefe preludes of a ^^w^rj/ perfecution, in Victor, ii. 3, 4. 7.

and the two edifts of Hunneric, 1. ii. p. 35. 1. iv. p. C\.

S ties
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xxxvn*
^*'" ^^^^ denounced againft the guilt, both of the

mifTionary, and the profelyte. By thefe arts, the

faith of the Barbarians was preferved, and their

zeal was inflamed: they difcharged, with devout

fury, the office of fpies, informers, or execu-

tioners j and whenever their cavalry took the

field, it was the favourite amufement of the

march, to defile the churches, and to infult the

clergy of the adverfe faction °'. IV. The citizens

who had been educated in the luxury of the Ro-
man province, were delivered, with exquifite

cruelty, to the Moors of the delert. A vene-

rable train of bifhops, prcfbyters, and deacons,

with a faithful crowd of four thoufand and

ninety-fix perfons, whofe guilt is not precifely

afcertained, were torn from their native homes,

by the command of Plunneric. During the night

they were confined, like a herd of cattle, amidfl

their own ordure : during the day they purfued

their march over the burning fands j and if they

fainted under the heat and fatigue, they were

goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in

the hands of their tormentors '°°. Thefe un-

happy exiles, when they reached the Moorifh

huts, might excite the compafTion of a people,

whofe native humanity was neither improved by

reafon, nor corrupted by fanaticifm: but if they

cfcaped the dangers, they were condemned to

99 See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 197, 198. A
Moorifh prince endeavoured to propitiate tlie God of the Chrlftians,

by his diligence to eraze the marks of the Vandal facrilege.

'°" See this ftory in Viflior. ii. S—12. p. 30—34. Victor de-

fcribes the dllhefs of thefe confefibrs as an eye-witnefs.

Ihare
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Ihare the diflrefs, of a favage life. V. It is in- chap.

cumbent on the authors of perfecution previoufly

to refledl, whether they are determined to fup-

port it in the laft extreme. They excite the

flame which they ftrive to extinguifh j and it foon

becomes neceflary to chartife the contumacy, as

well as the crime, of the oiTender. The fine,

which he is unable or unwilling to difcharge,

expofes his perfon to the feverity of the lawj and

his contempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the ule

and propriety of capital punilhment. Through

the veil of fiction and declamation, we may

clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more efpe-

cially under the reign of Hunneric, endured the

moft cruel and ignominious treatment '°'. Refpe<ft-

able citizens, noble matrons, and confecrated

virgins, were ftripped naked, and raifed in the

air by pullies, with a weight fufpended at their

feet. In this painful attitude their naked bodies

were torn with fcourges, or burnt in the moft

tender parts with red-hot plates of iron. The

amputation of the ears, the nofe, the tongue, and

the right-hand, v/as inflided by the Arians j and

although the precife number cannot be defined,

it is evident that many perfons, among whom
a bifhop

'"'' and a proconful '°^ may be named,

loi See the fifth book of Viflcr. His pafHonate colhplaints are

confirmed by the fober teftlmony of Procopius, and the public decla-

ration of the emperor Jufclnian. (Cod, 1. i. tit. xxvii.)

xo» Victor, ii. 18. p. 41.

»oj Vi£lor. V. 4. p. 74, 75. His name was Viclorianus, and he

was a wealthy citizen of Adrumetum, who enjoyed the confidence

of the king; by whofc favour he had obtained the office, or at leaH

the title, of proconful of Africa.

were
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CHAP, wej-e entitled to the erown of martyrdom. The
XXXVII. .

t fame honour has been afcribed to the me-

mory of count Sebaftian, who profefled the

Nicene creed with unfhaken conftancyj and

Genferic might deteft, as an heretic, the brave

and ambitious fugitive whom he dreaded as a

rival '°*. VL A new mode of converfion, which

might fubdue the feeble, and alarm the timorous,

was employed by the Arian minifters. They

impofed, by fraud or violence, the rites of bap-

lifm } and punifhed the apoftacy of the Catholics,

if they difclaimed this odious and profane cere-

mony, which fcandaloufly violated the freedom

of the will, and the unity of the facrament '".r

The hoflile feels had formerly allowed the vali-

dity of each other's baptifm j and the innovation,

fo fiercely maintained by the Vandals, can be

imputed only to the example and advice of the

Donatifts. VIL The Arian clergy furpaffed, in

religious cruelty; the king and his Vandals j but

they were incapable of cultivating the fpiritual

vineyard, which they were fo defirous to polfefs.

A patriarch
'""^ might feat himfelf on the throne

of Carthage; fome bifhops, in the principal

cities, might ufurp the place of their rivals; but

*c4 Viftor. i. 6. p. 8, 9. After relating the firm refiftance and

dextrous reply of count Seballlan, he adds, quare alio generis
,

argumento poilea bellicofum virum occidit.

»°s Viftor. V. 12, 13. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi-

p. 609.

• o'' Primate was more properly the title of the biftiop of Carthage s

but the name o^ patriarch was given by the fefts and nations to their

principal ccclefiaftic. See ThomajTin, Difcipline de TEglife, tom. 1-

i>. 155. 152.

the
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the fmallnefs of their numbers, and their igno-
£Jxvn*

rancc of the Latin language '°^ difqualified the

Barbarians for the ecclefiaftical miniftry of a

great church j and the Africans, after the lofs of

their orthodox pallors, were deprived of the pub-

lic exercife of Chriftianity. VIII. The em-

perors were the natural proteftors of the Ho-
mooufian dodtrine: and the faithful people of

Africa, both as Romans and as Catholics, pre-

ferred their lawful fovereignty to the ufurpation

of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval

of peace and friendfhip, Hunneric reftored the

cathedral of Carthage; at the interccffion of

Zeno, who reigned in the Eaft, and of Placidi^,

the daughter and relifl of emperors, and the

filler of the queen of the Vandals ^°^ But thi:^

decent regard was of fhort duration j and th?

haughty tyrant difplayed his contempt for the

religion of the Empire, by ftudioufly arranging

the bloody images of perfccution, in all thg

principal ftreets through which the Roman am-

baJGTador muft pafs in his way to the palace ^°^.

An oath was required from the bifhops, who
were affembled at Carthage, that they vv'ould

fupporc the fuccelTion of his fon Hilderic, and

*"7 The patrlarcti Cynla himfelf publicly declared, that he did

not underftand Latin (Vi6lor. ii. iS. p. 42.); Nefcio Latine ; and

he might converfe with tolerable eafe, without being capable of dif-

puting or preaching in that lang\iage. His Vandal clergy were ftil^

more ignorant 5 and fraall confidence coyld be placed in tht? Aftifmf
iivho had conformed.

108 Vi6lor. ii. 1, 2. p. 22.

i"9 Vi<5lor. V. 7. p. 77. He appeals to the atnljaflader him'fcif,

whofe name was Uranius.

Vol. VI. U tha?
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XXXVII

Catholic

frauds,

Yvv^n' ^^^^^ ^^^^y wo^'l^ renounce all foreign or tran/ma-

rine Gorrefpondence. This engagement, confident

as it fhould feem with their moral and religious

duties, was refufed by the more fagacious mem-
bers "° of the aflembly. Their refufal, faintly

coloured by the pretence that it is unlawful for a

Chriftian to fwear, muft provoke the fufpicions

of a jealous tyrant.

The Catholics, opprelTed by royal and military

force, were far fuperior to their adverfaries in

numbers and learning. With the fame weapons

which the Greek '" and Latin fathers had already

provided for the Arian controverfy, they re-

peatedly filenced, or vanquilhed, the fierce and

illiterate fuccefibrs of Ulphilas. The confciouf-

nefs of their own fuperiority might have raifed

them above the arts, and pafTions, of religious

warfare. Yet, inHead of afTuming fuch honourable

pride, the orthodox theologians were tempted, by

the afiiirance of impunity, to compofe fiftions,

which muft be fligmatized with the epithets of

fraud and forgery. They afcribed their own

polemical works to the moft venerable names of I

Chriftian antiquity: the characters of Athanafius

'"= Aftutiofn, ,y\8.ox. Iv. 4.. p. 70. He plainly intimates that 1

theii quotLition of the Gofpel " Kon juiiibitis in tolo," was only

meant to elude the obligation of an inconvenient oath. The forty-

, ix biOiops who lefnled were baniftied to Corfica; the thice hundr^-d

and two wjio fwpie, were dilhibuted iluou^h the piovinces oi Africa.

• HI Fnlgentiti'i, bidjop of Rnfps, in the Byzacene province, was

.of a fenatorial family, and liad received a liberal education. lie

could i-epcat ail Homer and Mcnandcr before he was allowed to

jhidv Lniin, his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. 1.). Many Afri-

,

canbilhops mi^iit undeiiland Gieek, and many Greek, ihtoiugian^

^^'Erie triniliUrd into Lalin.
j

and
I
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and Aiigiiftin were aukwardly perfonated by Vi- ^."j^,^*

gilius and his difciples '"; and the famous creed,

which lb clearly expounds the myfteries of the

Trinity and the Incarnation, is deduced, with

llrong probability, from this African fchool "^'.

Even the Scriptures themfclves were profaned by

their rafh and facrilegious hands. The memo-
rable text, which afferts the unity of the Three
who bear witnefs in heaven "*, is condemned by

the univerfal filence of the orthodox fathers,

ancient verfions, and authentic manufcripts "^

It

*'* Compare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of

Thapfus (p. 118, 119. edit. Chiflet). Hejmight amufe his learned

reader with an innocent ficlion ; but the fubjtft was too grave, and

the Africans were too ignorant.

"3 The P. Quefnel ftarted this opinion, which has been favour-

ably received. But the three following truths, however furprifing

they may fecm, are rew univerfally acknowledged (Gerard Vo.Tius,

torn. vi. p. 516—522. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 667

—671.). I. St. Athanafius is not the author of the creed which is

fo frequently read in our churches. 1. It docs not appear to have

exifted, within a century after his death. 3. It was originally com-

pofed in the Latin tongue, and, confequently, in the Wclkrn pro-

vinces. Gennadius, patriarch of Conftantinople, was fo much
amazed by this extraordinary conipofition, that he frankly pro-

rounced it to be the work of a drunken man. Petav. Dogmat,

Theologica, tom. ii. 1. vii. c. 8. p. 687.

"* I John V. 7. See Simon, Hift. Critique du Nouveau Tefta-

ment, parti, c. xviii. p. 205—218.5 and part ii. c. ix. p. 99—
121. : and the elaborate Prolegomena and Annotations <?f Pr. Mill

and VVetftein to their editions of the Greek Tcftament. In 1689,

the papiil Simon ftrove to be free; in 1707, the proteftant Mill

wilhed to be a flave ; in 1751, the Arminian Wetftein ufcd the li-

berty of his times, and of his i'eSi.

"5 Of a/! the MSS. now extant, above fourfcore in number, fomc

of which arc more than 1200 years old (Wetlkin ad loc). The
trttcJox copies of the Vatican, of the Complutcnlian editors, of Ro-
bert Stephens, arc become invifible j and the Hve J.ISS. of Dublin and
Berlin arc unwortliy to form an exception. See Eralyn'$ Works,
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It was firft alleged by the Catholic bifhops whom

»—V—' Hunneric lummoned to the conference of Car-

thage "^ An allegorical interpretation, in the

form, perhaps, of a marginal note, invaded the

text of the Latin Bibles, which were renewed,

and correfled in a dark period of ten centuries "\

After the invention of printing "', the editors of

the Greek Teftament yielded to their own pre-

judices, or thofe of the times"'; and the pious

fraud, v/hich was embraced v/ith equal zeal at

Rome and at Geneva, has been infinitely mul-

vol. ii. p. 227—255. 269—299.; and M. de Mifly's four inge-

nious letters, in torn. viii. and ix. of the Journal Britannique.

"6 Or, more properly, by the four bifliops who compofed and

published the profefTion of faith in the name of their brethren. They

ftyle this text, luce clarius (Viflor Viteiifis de Perfecut. Vandal.

1. iii. c. II. p. 54..). It is quoted foon afterwards by the African

polemics, Vigilius and Fulgentius.

»'7 In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Bibles were cor-

refted by I,anfranc, archbifhop of Canterbury, and by Nicolas, car-

dinal and librarian of the Reman church, fecundum orthodoxam

fidem (Wetftein, Prolegom. p. 84, 85.). Notwithftanding thefe

cone6l:ons, the palTage is Hill wanting in twenty-five Latin MSS.
(Wetftein ad loc), the oldell and the faireft ; two qualities feldom

united, except in manufcripts.

'»8 The art which the Germans had invented was applied in

Italy to the profane v/riters of Rome and Greece. The original

.Greek of the New Teilament was publifhed about the fame time

(A. D. 1514. 1516. 152c.) by the induftry of Erafmus, and the

munificence of Cardinal Ximenes. The Complutenfian Polyglot

coft the cardinal 50,000 ducats. See Mattaiie Annal. Typograph.

torn. ii. p. 2 — 8. 125—133.5 and Wetftein, Prolegomena, p.ii6—

127.

I '9 The three witnefies h"vVf been eftablilhed In our Greek Tefta^

ments by the prudence of Erafmus ; the honeft bigotry oi the Com-

plutenfian editors; the typographical fraud, or error, of Robert

Stephens in the placing a crotchet ; and the delibei-ate falfehood, 01

ftrange mifapprehenfion, of Theodore Beza.

tiplied
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Nplied in every country and every language of vxxvn'
Tiodern Europe. »—v-—

>

The example of fraud mull excite fufpicion ;
^^'^ ™-

and the fpecious miracles by which the African

Catholics have defended the truth and juftice of

their caufe, may be afcribed, with more reafon,

CO their own induftry, than to the vifible pro-

tedion of Heaven. Yet the hiftorian, who views

this religious conflifl with an impartial eye, may
condefcend to mention one preternatural event,

which will edify the devout, and furprife the in-

credulous. Tipafa *", a maritime colony of

Mauritania, fixteen miles to the eaft of Csefarea,

had been diftinguilhed, in every age, by the

Drthodox zeal of its inhabitants. They had

braved the fury of the Donatills "'
-, they refifted,

Dr eluded, the tyranny of the Arians. The town

was defertcd on the approach of an heretical

bifhop : mod of the inhabitants who could pro-

cure Ihips pafled over to the coaft of Spain i an4

the unhappy remnant, refufing all communion

with the ufurper, ftill prefumed to hold their

pious, but illegal, alTemblics. Their difobe-

dience exafperated the cruelty o,f Hunnjeric. A
military count was difpatched from Carthage to

Tipafa: he colle<^ed the Catholics in the Forum,

"and, in the prefence of the whole province, de-

"o p|;,i, Hlft. Natural, v. i. Itinerar. Weffellng, p. 15. Cel-

larius, Geogiapli. Antiq. torn. ii. part ii. p. IZ7. This Tipafa

(which mull not be confounded with another in Numjdia) was a

town of fome note, fince Vefpafian endowed it with the right of

Latium.

'2» Optatus Milevitanus de Schifin. Donatlft. ]. ii. p. 3S.

U 3 prived
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^JJj^,,^- prived the ^uiltv of their rioht-hands and their

tongues. But the holy confeflbrs continued to

fpeak without tongues ; and this miracle is at-

tefted by Vi<5tor, an African bifliop, who pub-

lifhed an hiftory of the perfecution within two

years after the event'". « If any one," fays

Vi(5tor, " fhould doubt of the truth, let him
" repair to Conftantinople, and liften to the clear

" and perfeift language of Rcftitutus, the fub-

" deacon, one of thefe glorious fufFerers, who
" is now lodged in the palace of the emperor
** Zeno, and is refpecled by the devout em-
" prefs." At Conftantinople we are aftonifhed

to find a cool, a learned, an unexceptionable

witnefs, without intereft, and without paflion.

^neasofGaza, a Platonic philofopher, has ac-

curately defcribed his own obfervations on thefe

African fufFerers. " I fuw them myfelf: I heard

" them fpeak ; 1 diligently enquired by what
*' means fuch an articulate voice could be formed

" without any organ of fpeech : I ufed my eyes to

'* examine the report of my ears : I opened their

** mouth, and faw that the whole tongue had been

" completely torn away by the roots j an opera-

" tion which the phyficians generally fuppofe to

" bemortal'^^" The teftimony of^Eneasof Gaza

'** Viftor. Vitcnfis, v. 6. p. 76. Ruinart, p. 483—4-87.

»*J ^nens Gazx\is in Thcophrufto, in Biblioth. Patrum,

torn. viil. p. 664., 665. He was a Chiiftian, and compofed this

Dialogue (the Thcophiaftus) on the immortality of the ibul, and

the rcfurreftion of the body; befides twenty-five EpilHes, ftill ex-

taut. See Cave (Hift. Litteraria, p. 197.) and Fabiicius (Bibl.

Giaec. torn. i. p. 4.22. )•

might
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might be confirmed by the fuperfluoiis evidence S^yvh*
of the emperor Juftinian, in a perpetual edi6l ; \ y- ^
of count Marcellinus, in his Chronicle of the

times J and of Pope Gregory the Firft, who had

refided at Conftantinople, as the minifter of the

Roman pontiff"*. They all lived within the

compafs of a century ; and they all appeal to

their perfonal knowledge, or the public notoriety,

for the truth of a miracle, which was repeated in

feveral inftances, difplayed on the greateft theatre

of the world, and fubmitted, during a feries

of years, to the calm examination of the fenfes.

This fupernatural gift of the African confcflbrs,

who fpoke without tongues, will command the

aflent of thofe, and of thofe only, who already

believe, that their language was pure and ortho-

dox. But the ftubborn mind of an infidel is

guarded by fecrer, incurable, fufpicion ; and the

Arian, or Socinian, who has ferioufly rejedled

the doflrine of the Trinity, will not be rtiaken

by the moft plaufible evidence of an Athanafian

miracle.

The Vandals and the Oftrogoths perfevered in The rum

the profefTion of Arianifm till the final ruin of ^mn"-'

the kingdoms which they had founded in Africa r°^^V'^°

and Italy. The Barbarians of Gaul fubmitted to

• 14 Ju'iinian. Codex, 1. i. tit, xxvli. Marcellin. in Chron.

p. 45. in Theiaur. Tcmpoi-wm Scaliger, Piocopius, <le Pell, Van-

dal. 1. J. c. 7. p. 196. Gre^or. Magnus Dialoi;^. iii. jj. Is'pne
'^'~'

of thefe witnelTes have fpecified the number of the confefTprs, which
/'

is fixed at fixty in an old menology (apud Ruinait, p. 4.8<i.). Two
*" * of them loft their fpeech by fornication ; but the miracle is enhance^
^ ^y the fmgular inllance ot" a boy who had »«//r- ipoktn before hi»

tppgue was cot out.

U 4 the

Barba-
rians,

A.D.
500— 700.
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the orthodox dominion of the Franks ; and Spain

was reftored to the Catholic church by the volun-

tary converfion of the Vifigoths.

This falutary revolution "' was haftened by the

example of a royal martyr, whom our calmer

reafon may flyle an ungrateful rebel. Leovigild,

the Gothic monarch of Spain, defervcd the refpe(ft

of his enemies, and the love of his fubjecfts : the

Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, and his Ari-

an fynods attempted, without much fuccefs, to

reconcile their fcruples by abolifhing the unpo-

pular rite of a fecond baptifm. His eldefl: fon.

Hermenegild, who was invefted by his father

with the royal diadem, and the fiiir principality

of Bcetica, contracled an honourable and ortho-;

dox alliance with a Merovingian princefs, the

daughter of Sigibert king of Auftrafia, and of

the famous Brunechild. The beauteous Ingun-

dis, who was no more than thirteen years of age,

was received, beloved, and perfecuted, in the

Arian court of Toledo j and her religious con-

ftancy was alternately allaulted with blandilh-

inents and violence by Goifvintha, the Gothic

queen, who abufed the double claim of maternal

authority "'^. Incenfed by her refiftance, Goif-

vintha

'^y See the two general hiftorians cf Spain, Mariana (Hift. de

Rebus liifpani?e, torn. i. 1. v. c. 12— 15. p. i8x— 194--) ;ind Fer-

i-eras (French tranflation, torn. ii. p. 106 — 247.). Mariana almoft

forgets that he is a Jefuit, to aflume the ftyle and fpirit of a Roman
tlalTic. Ferreras, an induftrious compiler, reviews his fai51s, and

reftifies his chronolog)'.

^i" Goifvintha fiicceflvely marrie;' two kings of the Vifigoths r

Athanigild, to whom ilic bore Brunechild, the mother of Jngtmdis j

and



OF THE kOMAN EMPIRE. 297

CHAP.
XXXVII.yintha feized the Catholic princefs by her long chap.

hair, inhumanly dafhed her againft the ground,

kicked her till fhe was covered with blood, and

at lafl gave orders that (he (hould be dripped,

and thrown into a bafon, or filh-pcnd "^ Love

and honour might excite Hermenegild to refcnt

this injurious treatment of his bride; and he was

gradually perfuaded, that Ingundis fuffered for

^he caufe of divine truth. Her tender complaints,

and the weighty arguments of Leander, arch-

bifhop of Seville, accompliihed his converiion ;

and the heir of the Gothic monarchy was initiated

in the Nicene faith by the folemn rites of con-f

firmation "*. The rafli youth, inflamed by zeal,

?nd perhaps by ambition, was tempted to violate

the duties of a fon, and a fubjeft j and the Ca-

tholics of Spain, although they could not com-

plain of perfecution, applauded his pious rebel-

lion againft an heretical father. The civil war

was protracted by the long and obftinate fieges of

Merida, Cordova, and Seville, which had ftre-

nuoufly efpoufed the party of Hermenegild. He
invited the orthodox Barbarians, the Suevi, and

and Leovigild, whofe two fons, Hermenegild and Recarcd, were

the iflue of a former marriage.

'*7 Iracundiae furore fiiccenfa, adprehenfam per comam capitis,

puellam in terram conlidit, et dlu calcibns verberatam, ac fangiiine

cruentatam, jufllt exfpoliari, et pifcinas immer^. Greg. Turon.

1. V. c. 39. in torn. ii. p. 255. Gregory is one of our beft ori-

ginals for this portion of hiftory.

i»s The Catholics v.'ho admitted the baptifm of heretics, repeated

the rite, or, as it was afterwards (lyled, the facrament of confirma-

tion, to which they afciibed many myftic and marvellous preroga-

tives, both vifible and invifible. See Chardon, Hlft. des Sacreraens,

torn. i. p. 405— 552.

± the
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Xxxvii'
^^^ Fi'^nks, to the dcftrudtion of his native land:

V—,^--J he folicited the dangerous aid of the Romans,

who poflefled Africa, and a part of the Spanilh

coaflj and his holy ambaflador, the archbifhop

Lcander, efFedually negociated in perfon with

the Byzantine court. But the hopes of the Ca-

tholics were crufhed by the aftive diligence of a

monarch who commanded the troops and trea-

fures of Spain s and the guilty Hermenegild, after

his vain attempts to refifl: or to efcape, was com-

pelled to furrender himfelf into the hands of an

jncenfed father. Leovigild was ftill mindful of

that facred charafter j and the rebel, defpoiled of

the regal ornaments, was ftill permitted, in a

decent exile, to profefs the Catholic religion.

His repeated and unfuccefsful trealbns at length

provoked the indignation of' the Gothic king j

and the fentence of death, which he pronounced

with apparent reludance, was privately executed

in the tower of Seville. The inflexible conftancy

with which he refufed to accept the Arian com-

munion, as the price of his fafety, may excufe

the honours that have been paid to the memory

of St, Hermenegild. His wife and infant fon

were detained by the Romans in ignominious

captivity: and this domeftic misfortune tarnifh-

cd the glories of Leovigild, and embittered the

lafl: moments of his life.

CoTivttf.on His fon and fucceiTor, Recared, the firft Ca-

and^ThT'^ tholic king of Spain, had imbibed the faith of

Vifjgoths his unfortunate brother, which he 1'upported with

A. d/ more prudence and fuccefs. luftead of revolting;

^^^~5^^-
J againft
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againft Iiis father, Recared patiently expefled the xxxvn*
hour of his death. Inftead of condemning his

memory, he pioufly fnppofed, that the dying

monarch had abjured the errors of Arianifm, and

recommended to his fon the converfion of the

Gothic nation. To accomplilh that falutary end,

Recared convened an aflcmbly of the Arian clergy

and nobles, declared himfelf a Catholic, and ex-

horted them to imitate the example of their prince.

The laborious interpretation of doubtful texts, or

the curious purfuit of metaphyfical arguments,

would have excited an endlefs controverfy j and

the monarch difcreetly propofed to his illiterate

audience, two fubftantial and vifible arguments,

the teflimony of Earth, and of Heaven. The
Earth had fubmitted to the Nicene fynod : the

Romans, the Barbarians, and the inhabitants of

Spain, unanimoufly profefTed the fame orthodox

creed; and the Vifigoths refilled, almofl alone,

the confent of the Chriftian world. A fuperfti-

tious age was prepared to reverence, as the tefti-

mony of Heavetiy the preternatural cures, which

were performed by the fkill or virtue of the Ca-

tholic clergy ; the baptilmal fonts of Oflet in

Boetica '*', which were fpontaneoufly replenifhed

'-9 oflet, or Julia Conftantia, was oppofite to Seville, on the

northern fuleof theBoetis (Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 3.) : and the authentic

reference of Gregory of Tours (Hift. Francor. 1. vi. c. 43. p. 288.)

tltferves more credit than the name of Lufitania (de Gloria Martyr.

c. 2+.)» which has been eagerly embraced by the vain and fuperfti-

titipus Portuguefe (Fcrreras, Hilt. d'Elpagne, torn. ii. p. 166.).

each
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X]fxvn'
^^^^ ^^^^' ^" ^^^ ^^^^^ °^ Eafter'^'j and the

w-y—> miraculous fhrine of St. Martin of Tours, which

had already converted the Suevic prince and peo-

ple of Gallicia '^'. The Catholic king encoun-

tered fome difficulties on this important change

of the national religion. A confpiracy, fecretly

fomented by the queen-dowager, was formed

againft his life ; and two counts excited a dan-

gerous revolt in the Narbonnefe Gaul. But Re-

cared difarmed the confpirators, defeated the

rebels, and executed fevere jufticej which the

Arians, in their turn, might brand with the re-

proach of perfecution. Eight bifhops, whofe

names betray their Barbaric origin, abjured their

errors J and all the books of Arian theology were

reduced to afhes, with the houfe in which they

had been purpofely collecled. The whole body

of the Vifigoths and Suevi were allured or driven

.into the pale of the Catholic communion i the

faith, at leaft of the rifing generation, was fer-

vent and fincerej and the devout liberality of

the Barbarians enriched the churches and monaf-

teries of Spain. Seventy bifhops, aflfembled in

the council of Toledo, received the fgbmiflion of

their conquerors j and the zeal of the Spaniards

improved the Nicene creed, by declaring the pro-

" no This miracle was flcilfully performed. An Arian king fealed

the doors, and dug a deep trench round the church, without being

able to intercept the Eafter fupply of baptiimal water.

»J» Ferrcras (torn. ii. p. 168—175, A. D. 550.) has illuftrated

the difficulties vyhich regard the time and circumdancesof the con-

verfion of the Suevi. They had been recently united by Leoyigild

to the Gothic monarchy of Spain.

cefllon
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ceflion of the Holy Ghoft, from the Son, as well ^^^j^*
as from the Father j a weighty point of doctrine, <, ^m. ^
which produced, long afterwards, the fchifm of

the Greek and Latin churches "*. The royal

profehyte immediately faluted and confultcd pope

Gregory, furnamed the Great, a learned and

holy prelate, whofe reign was diftinguiflied by the

converfion of heretics and infidels. The ambaf-

fadors of Recared refpedfully offered on the

threfhold of the Vatican his rich prefents of gold

and gems : they accepted, as a lucrative ex-

change, the hairs of St. John the Baptifl ; a

crofs, which inclofed a i'mall piece of the true

wood J and a key, that contained fome particles

of iron which .had been fcraped from the chains

of St. Peter '".

The fame Gregory, the fpiritual conqueror of Conveifion

Britain, encouraged the pious Theodelinda, queen Lombards

of the Lombards, to propagate the Nicene
^^^^^l^^

faith among the viflorious favages, whofe recent ^'c

Chriftianity was polluted by the Arian herefy.

Her devout labours ftill left room for the induf- /

try and fuccefs of future miffionaries ; and many

cities of Italy were (till difputed by hoftile bifhops.

But the caufe of Arianifm was gradually fup-

prefled by the weight of truth, of intereft, and of

example j and the controverfy, which Egypt had

>3i This addition to tlie Nicene, or rather the Conftaritinopolitan

creed, was firft made in the eighth council of Toledo, A. D. 653 ;

but it was expreflive of the popular doftrine (Gerard Voffius, torn. vi.

p. 527. de tribus Symbolis).

'" See Gregor. Magn. 1. vil. epift. 136. apud Baroniura, An*
nal. Etwler. A. C^ 599, No 25, 26.

« derived
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xxxvii* '^^^^^cd ^^o"^ the Platonic fchool, was terminat-

u.—y-.li; ed, after a war of three hundred years, by the

final converfion of the Lombards of Italy ''*,

Perfecu- 'Yhc firll mifTionaries who preached the gofpel

Jews in to the Barbarians, appealed to the evidence of

"^a" D. reafon, and claimed the benefit of toleration *".

612—712. gy[ j^Q fooner had they eftablillied their fpiritiial

dominion, than they exhorted the Chriftian kings

to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Ro-

man or Barbaric fuperftition. The fucceflbrs of
' Clovis infiicled one hundred lafliesonxliepeafants

who refufed to dellroy their idols j the crime of

facrificing to the daemons was punifhed by the

Anglo-Saxon laws with the heavier penalties of

imprifonmcnt and confifcation j and even the

wife Alfred adopted, as an indifpenfable duty,

the extreme rigour of the Mofaic inftitutions '^*,

But the punifhment, and the crime, were gra-

dually abolifhed among a Chriftian people : the

theological difputes of the fchools were fufpend-

ed by propitious ignorance ; and the intolerant

fpirit, which could find neither idolaters nor he-

'54 Paul Warnefrid (de Geftis Lnngobard. 1. iv. c. 44. p. g53.

edit. Grot.) allows that Aiianirm llil! prevailed under the reign of

Rotharis (A. D. 636—652.). The pious Deacon does not attempt to

maik the precife sera of the national converfion, which was accom-

plifhed, however, before the end of tlic feventh century.

'35 Quorum fidci et convcrfioni ita congratulatus cffe rex pcrhi-

betur, ut nullum tamcn cogeret ad Chrirtianilinum. . . . Didicerat

cnim a doi5loribus au<bloribufq\ie i"u;« fahitis, fervitium ChrilH volun-

tarium non coactitium efie dcbere. Bi:&x Hift. Ecclrfiaftic. 1. i.

C. 26. p. 62. edit. Smith.

»;6 See the Hirtorlans of France, toni. iv. p. 114., ; and VVilklns,

Leo-es Anglo- baxonicae, p. ii. 31. Siquis facrificiuni immolaverit

prsier Deo foil mortc mciiatur.

retics.
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retics, was reduced to the perfecution of the xxxvif*
Jews. That exiled nation had founded fome

fynagogues in the cities of Gaul ; but Spain,

fince the time of Hadrian, was filled with their

numerous colonies '". The wealth which they

accumulated by trade, and the management of

the finances, invited the pious avarice of their

mailers; and they might be opprefled without

danger, as they had loft the ufe, and even the re-

membrance, of arms. Sifebut, a Gothic king,

who reigned in the beginning of the feventh cen-

tury, proceeded at once to the laft extremes of

perfecution "'. Ninety thoufand Jews were com-

pelled to receive the facrament of baptifm ; the

fortunes of the obftinate infidels were confifcated,

their bodies were tortured ; and it feems doubt-

ful whether they were permitted to abandon their

native country. The excefTive zeal of the Ca-

tholic king was moderated, even by the clergy of

Spain, who folemnly pronounced an inconfiftent

fentence : tkat the facraments Hiould not be for-

cibly impofed j but that the Jews v;ho had been

baptized fhould be conftrained, for the honour of

the church, to perfevere in the external praflicc

•37 The Jews pretend that they were introduced into Spain by the

fleets of Solomon, and the arms of Nebuchadnezzar; that Hadrian

tr.inlported forty thoufand familiiis of the tribe of Jiidah, and tcrv

thoufand of the tribe of Benjamin, &;c. Balhage, Hiu. des Juifs,

torn, vii, c. 9. p. 240— 256.

'>8 Ifidore, at that time archbilhop of Seville, merrions, dlfap-

proves, and congratulates, the zeal of Sifebut (Chron. f^oth. p. 7?.8.).

Baronius (A. D. 614, N=> 41.) alTigns the rumhti un the evidtnc?

ot Almoin, 1. iv. c. 12.) : but the evidence is weak, and 1 have not

been able to verify the quotation (Hlftorians of France, torn. iii.

p. y-')'

of
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xxxvn ' ^^ ^ religion which they difbelieved, and dctefted.

u.--y>—J* Their frequent relapfes provoked one of the fuc-

celTors of Sifebut to banifh the v/hole nation from

his dominions} and a council of Toledo pub-

lished a decree, that every Gothic king fhould

fwear to maintain this falutary edifb. But the

tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the viftims,

whom they delighted to torture, or to deprive

themfelves of the induftrious flaves, over whom
they might exercife a lucrative oppreflion. The
Jews ftill continued in Spain, under the weight

of the civil and ecclefiaftical laws, which in the

fame country have bee» faithfully tranfcribed in

the Code of the Inquifition. The Gothic kings

and bilhops at length difcovered, that injuries

will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the

opportunity of revenge. A nation, the fecret or

profefled enemies of Chriftianity, ftill multiplied

in fervitude, and diftrefs j and the intrigues of

the Jews promoted the rapid fuccefs of the Ara-r

bian conquerors "'.

Conclu- As foon as the Barbarians withdrew their

powerful fupport, the unpopular herefy of Arius

funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks

ftill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo-

fuion : the eftablilhment of an obfcure do(5lrine

fuggefted new queftions, and nev; difputes -, and

it was always in the power of an ambitious pre-

late, or a fanatic monk, to violate the peace of

*J9 Bafnage (torn. vlii. c. 13. p. 388—40c.) faithfully reprefents

the ftate of the Jev.'s : but he mif;;ht have added from tlie canons of

the Spanifh councils, and the laws of the Vifigoths, many curious

cirsumflances, effentlal to his fubjeft, though they are foreign to

mine,

the



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 305

the church, and^ perhaps, of the empire. The chap.
hiftoriari of the empire may overlook thofe dif-

futes which were confined to the obfcurity of

I

ichools and fynods. The Manichseans, who la-

boured to reconcile the religions of Chrifl: and of
Zoroafter, had fecretly introduced themfelves into

the provinces : but thefe foreign fedaries were
involved in the common difgrace of the Gnoftics,

and the Imperial laws were executed by the pub-
lic hatred. The rational opinions of the Pela-

gians were propagated from Britain to Rome,
Africa, and Paleftinc, and filently expired in a

fuperilitious age. But the Eafi: was diftraded by
the Neltorian and Eutychian controverfies j which
attempted to explain the myftery of the incarna-

tion, and haftened the ruin of Chriftianity in her
native land. Thefe controverfies were firft ac^i-

tated under- the reign of the younger Theodofius :

but their important confequences extend far be-
yond^ the limits of the prefent volume. The me-
taphyfical chain of argument, the contefts of ec-

clefiaftical ambition, and their political influence

on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may
afford an interefting and inftrudive feries of hif-

tory, from the general councils of Ephefus and
Chalcedon, to the conquefl of the Eafl: by the

fucceflbrs of Mahomet.

Vol. VI, X
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C H A P. XXXVIIL

Reign and Ccnverfion of Clovis.—His ViTories over

the Alemanni^ Burgundians, and Vifigoths,—EJia-

hlijhment of the trench Monarchy in GauL—Laws

of the Barbarians,—^tate of the Romans.—The

Vifigoths of Spain,
— Conqueji of Britain by the Sax-

ons.

CHAP. 'Tp H E Gauls ', who impatiently fupported

XXXVIII.
J^ j.}^g Roman yoke, received a memorable

The levo- leffon from one of the lieutenants of Vefpafian,

gIuK
"^

whofe weighty fenfe has been refined and expreffed

by the genius of Tacitus \ " The proteflion

of the republic has delivered Gaul from inter-

nal difcord, and foreign invafions. By the

lofs of national independence, you have acquir-

ed the name and privileges of Roman citizens.

You enjoy, in common with ourfelves, the

permanent benefits of civil government j and

your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the

accidental mifchiefs of tyranny. Inftead of

» In this chapter I fliall draw my quotations from the Recueil des

Hiftoriens des Gaules et de la France, Paris 1738— 1767, in eleven

volumes in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet, and the other

Benediftines, all the original teftimonies, as far as A. D. 1060, are

difpofed in chronological order, and illuftrated with learned notes.

Such a national work, which will be continued to the year 1500,

might provoke our emulation.

i Tacit. Hift. iv. 73, 74. in torn. i. p. 4.45. To abridge Ta-

citus, would indeed be prefumptuous : but I may feleft the general

ideas which he applies to the prefent ftate and future revolutions of

Gaul.
«* exerciiing
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'* exercifing the rights of conqueft. we have been chap,
.

T ' xxxvin" contented to impofe fuch tributes as are requi-

** fite for your own prefervation. Peace cannot
" be fecured without armies j and armies mull
" be fupported at the expence of the people.
** It is for your fake, not for our own, that we
" guard the barrier of the Rhine againfl: the-

" ferocious Germans, who have fo often attempt-
" ed, and who will always defire, to exchange
*^ the folitude of their woods and moraffes for the

" wealth and fertility of Gaul. The fall of Rome
" would be fatal to the provinces; and you would
" be buried in the ruins of that mighty fabric,

«' which has been raifed by the valour and wif-
** dom of eight hundred years. Your imaginary
" freedom would be infulted and opprefTed by a
" favage mafler j and the expulfion of the Ro-
«' mans would be fucceeded by the eternal hofti-

*' lities of the Barbarian conquerors \" This
falutary advice was accepted, and this ftrange

predidion was accompliflied. In the fpace of
four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had
encountered the arms of Ccefar, were impercep-
tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and
fubjeds : the Weftern empire was diflblved ; and
the Germans, who had palfed the Rhine, fiercely

contended for the poiTefiion of Gaul, and excited
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and
polifhed inhabitants. With that confcious pride

3 Eadem femper caufa Germanis tranfcendendl in Gallias libido

atque avaritias et mutandae fedis amor; ut reliftis paludibus et foli-

tudinibus fuis, fecundiflimum hoc fohim vofque ipfos poflidcrent,

. . . Nam pulfis Romanis quid aliiid quam bella omnium inter fe

gentium exfiflent ?

X 2 which
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CHAP, which the pre-emiaence of knowled2;e and lux-
XXXVIII.
^_ ^ « ury feldom fails to infpire, they derided the hairy

and gigantic favages of the North j their ruftic

manners, diffonant joy, voracious appetite, and

their horrid appearance, equally difgufting to the

fight and to the fmell. The liberal ftudies were

ftill cultivated in the fchools of Autun and Bor-

deaux i and the language of Cicero and Virgil

was fanniliar to the Gallic youth. Their ears

were aftonlflied by the harfh and unknown founds

of the Germanic diale6l, and they ingenioufly

lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the

harmony of a Burgundian lyre. The Gauls were

endowed with all the advantages of art and nature 5

but as they wanted courage to defend them, they

were juftly condemned to obey, and even to flat-

ter, the vi(5lorious Barbarians, by whofe clemency

they held their precarious fortunes and their

lives *.

Eurlc, As foon as Odoacerhad extinguifbed the Wefl-

VT^^'^h^
ern empire, he fought the friendfhip of the mofl:

A* D. powerful of the Barbarians. The new fovereign
47 —4 5- of Italy refigned to Euric, king of the Vifigoths,

all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far

as the Rhine and the Ocean ^
: and the fenate

might confirm this liberal gift with fome oflenta-

tion of power, and without any real lofs of reve-

4- Sidonius Apollinaris ridicules, with afFtfled vit and pleafantiy,

the hardfliips of his fituation (Carm. xii. in torn. i. p. 811.).

5 See Procopius de Bell. Gothico, 1. i. c, 12. in torn. ii. p. 31.

The charafler of Grotius inclines me to believe, that he has not fhb-

ftituted the Rhine for the Ri.6/11 (Hift, Gothorura, p. 175.) wtrtlont

the authority of fome MS.

nue
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nue or dominion. The lawful pretenfions of chap.
XXXVIII

Euric were juftified by annbition and fuccefs i and * ^_.—

>

the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com-

mand, to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Aries

and Marfeilles furrendered to his arms : he op-

prelTed the freedom of Auvergne i and the bifhop

condefcended to purchafe his recal from exile by

a tribute ofjuft, but relu<5lant, praife. Sidonius

waited before the gates of the palace among a

crowd of ambafladors and fuppliants ; and their

various bufinefs at the court of Bordeaux attefted

the power, and the renown, of the king of the

Vifigoths. The Heruli of the diftant ocean, who

painted their naked bodies, with its cerulean co-

lour, implored his protection j and the Saxons

refpedled the maritime provinces of a prince, who
was deftitute of any naval force. The tall Bur-

gundians fiibmitted to his authority j nor did he

reftore the captive Franks, till he had impofed on

that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace.

The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufeful friend-

Ihipj and the Oftrogoths of Pannonia were fup-

ported by his powerful aid againft the oppreflion

of the neighbouring Huns. The North (fuch are

the lofty ftrains of the poet) was agitated, or ap-

peafed, by the nod of Euric j the great king of*

Perfia confuked the oracle of the Weft j and the

aged god of the Tyber was prote<5i:ed by the fwell-

ing genius of the Garonne *. The fortune of na-

tions has often depended on accidents j an4

* Sidonius, 1. viii. epift. 3. 9. in tora. i. p. 800. Jornandes (de

Rebus Geticis, c. 47. p. 680.) juftifies, in fome meafurcj this por-

Irait of the Qotbic hero.

X 3 France
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J^ ^A^' France may afci ibe her greatnefs to the premature

^.-y—^ death of the Gothic king, at a time when his fon

Alaric was an helpiefs infant, and his adverfary

Clovis ' an ambitious and valiant youth.

Clovis, While Childeric, the father of Clovis, lived an

Franks,*
^ cxilc in Germany, he was hofpitably entertained

A^D. by the queen as well as by the king, of the

Thuringians. After his reftoration, Bafina efcaped

from her hufband's bed to the arms of her

lover J freely declaring, that if fhe had known a

iTian wifer, ftronger, or more beautiful, than Chil-

deric, that man fliould have been the object oi

her preference*. Clovis was the offspring of this

voluntary union ; and, when he was no more than

fifteen years of age, he fucceeded, by his father's

death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The
narrow limits of his kingdom ' were confined to

the iflandof the Batavians, with the ancient dio-

cefes of Tournay and Arras "i and at the bap-

7 I ufe the familiar appellation of Cloz'is, from the Latin Chhdove-

chus, or Lhlodo-vaus. But the Cb expreiTes only the German afpira-

tion ; and the true name is not different from Luduln, or Lmns (Mem.
<[e I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn. xx. p. 68.). ^

* Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. ii. in tom. i. p. i68. Bafina fpeaks

the language of Nature : the Fianks, who had feen her in their

youth, ini^ht converfe witli Gregory, in their old age; and the

bifhop of Tours could not wilh to defame the mother of the hrft

Chriftian king.

9 The Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique de rEtablifTeroent de la Mo-
narchic Fxar.Qoife dans les Gaiiles, tom. i. p. 630— 650.) has the

merit of defining the primitive kingdom of Clevis, and of afcertain..

ing the genuine number of his fubjefts.

'° Ecclefiam incultam ac negligentia. civium Paganorum praeter-

mlffam, vepnum defitate oppletam, &c. Vit. St. Vedaili, in

tom. iii. p. 1^^' This defcription fuppofes that Arras was pofleiTed

by the Pagans^ many years before the baptifm of Clovis.

tifm
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tifm of Clovis, the number of his warriors could SJ^^^'
not exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of

the Franks, who had feated themfelves along the

Belgic rivers, the Scheld, the Meufe, the Mo-
felle, and the Rhine, were governed by their in-

dependent kings, of the Merovingian racej the

equals, the allies, and fometimes the enemies, of

the Salic prince. But the Germans, who obeyed,

in peace, the hereditary jurifdiftion of their chiefs,

were free to follow the Itandard of a popular and

vidlorious general; and the fuperior merit of

Clovis attrafted the refpeft and allegiance of the

national confederacy. When he firft took the

field, he had neither gold and filver in his cofi^ers,

nor wine and corn in his magazines": but he

imitated the example of C^efar, who, in the fame

country, had acquired wealth by the fword, and

purchafed foldiers with the fruits of conqueft.

After each fuccefsfulbattleor expedition, the fpoils

were accumulated in one common mafsj every

warrior received his proportionable fhare, and the

royal prerogative fubmitted to the equal regula-

tions of military law. The untamed fpirit of the

Barbarians was taught to acknowledge the ad-

vantages of regular difcipline '*. At the annual re-

*' Gregory of Tours (1. v. c. i. in torn, ii, p, ^32.) contrafts

the poverty of Clovis with the wealth of his grandfons. Yet Reini-

gius (in torn. iv. p. 52.) mentions his fatemas cfcs, as fxifficient for

the redemption of captives.

" See Gregory ;1. ii. c. 27. 37. in torn. ii. p. 175. 181, 182.).

T!ie famou- ftory of the vafe of SoilTons explains both the power
and the charafier of Clovis. As a point of controverfy, it has been

ftrangely tortured by Boulainvilliers, Dabos, and the other political

antiquarians.

X 4 view
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CHAP, view of the month of March, their arms were

iL. ^ diligently infpeiStedj and when they traverfed a

peaceful territory, they were prohibited from

touching a blade of grafs. Thejuftice of Clovis

was inexorable j and his carelefs or difobedient

foldiers were punifhed with inftant death. It

would be fuperfluous to praiie the valour of a

Frank : but the valour of Clovis was direded by

cool and confummate prudence". In all his

tranfa6lions with mankind, he calculated tha

weight of intereft, of pafTion, and of opinion ;

and his meafures were fometimes adapted to the

fanguinary manners of the Germans, and feme*

times moderated by the milder genius of Roir.e,

and Chriftianity, He was intercepted in the

career ofvidory, fince he died in the forty-fifth

year of his age : but he had already accomplifhed,

in a reign of thirty years, the eftablifhment of the

French monarchy in Gaul,

Hlsviaoiy The firft exploit of Clovis was the defeat of

glfus!^'^*
Syagrius, the fon of ^gidius j and the public

A.D. 4S6. quarrel might, on this occafion, be inflamed by

private refcntment. The glory of the father ftiU

infulted the Merovingian racej the power of the

fon might excite the jealous ambition of the king

of the Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimo-

nial eftate, the city and diocefe of Soiflbns : the

defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic, Rheims

and Troyes, Beauvais aqd Amiens, would na-

"3 The duke of Nivernois, a noble flatefman, who has managed

weighty and delicate negociations, ingenioafly illullrates (Mem. de

I'Acad. des Infcriptions, torn. xx. p. 147— 184..) the political fyftem

pf CJovist

tu rally
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turally fubmk to the count or patrician**; and chap.

after the difTolution of the Weftern empire, he

•might reign with the title, or at leafl: with the

authority, of king of the Romans '^ As a Ro-
man, he had been educated in the liberal ftudies

of rhetoric and jurifprudence ; but he was en-

gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ufc

of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar-

barians reforted to the tribunal of a ftranger, who
poiTefled the fingular talent of explaining, in their

native tongue, the di(5lates of reafon and equity.

The diligence and affability of their judge ren-

dered him popular, the impartial wifdom of his

decrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and

the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur-

gundians, feemed to revive the original inllitu-

tion of civil fociety '^. In the midft of thefe

peaceful occupations, Syagrius received, and

boldly accepted, the hoftile defiance of Clovis

;

who challenged his rival, in the fpirit, and al-

moft in the language, of chivalry, to appoint th^

*4- M. Biet (in a DifTertatlon which deferved the prize of the Aca-
,demy of Soiffons, p. 178—226.) has accurately defined the nature

and extent of the kingdom of Syagrius, and his father ; but he toa

readily allows the flight evidence of Dubos (torn, ii. p. 54—57.) to

deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens.

15 I may obferve that Fredegarius, in his Epitome of Gregory of

Tours (torn- ii. p. 398.), has prudently fubllituted the name of

fatiUius for the incredible title of Rex R»manorum.

iS Sidonius (1. v. epift. 5. in tom. i. p. 794.), who ftiles him
the Solon, theAmphion, of the Barbarians, addrefles this imaginary

king in the tone of friendfhip and equality. From fuch offices of

arbitration, the crafty Dejoces had raifed himfelf to the throne of the

Medes (Herodot. 1. i, c, 96-»joo.).

day,
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CHAP, day, and the field ", of battle. In the time of
XXXVIII

C^far, SoifTons would have poured forth a body

of fifty thoufand horfe; and fuch an army might

have been plentifully fupplied with fhields, cui-

rafles, and military engines, from the three

arfenals, or manufadures, of the city". But the

courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were

long fince exhaulled j and the loafe bands of vo-

lunteers, or mercenaries, who marched under the

llandardofSyagrius, were incapable of contend-

ing with the national valour of the Franks. It

would be ungenerous, without fome more accu-

rate knowledge of his ftrength and refources, to

condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, whoefcaped,

after the lofs of a battle, to the diftant court of

Thouloufe. The feeble minority of Alaric could

not afl^ifl:, or protefl, an unfortunate fugitive

;

the pufillanimous ^^ Goths were intimidated by the

menaces of Clevis J and the Roman kingj after a

fliort confinement, was delivered into the hands of

the executioner. The Belgic cities furrendcred

to the king of the Franks ; and his dominions

*7 Campum fibi prseparaii j uflit. M. Biet (p. 126—251.) has

diligently afcertained this field of battle, at Nogent, a Benediftine

abbey, about ten miles to the north of Soifibiis. The giound was

marked by a circle of Pagan fepulchres; and Clovis beftowed the

atijacent lands of Leuilly and Coucy on the church of Rhein»is.

»8 See Caefar. Comment, de Bell. Gallic, ii. 4. in torn. i. p. 220.

and the Notitias, torn. i. p. 126. The three Fabrics of Soiflbns

were, Scutaria, Barifiaria, and Clinabaria. The lift fupplied the com-

plete armour of the heavy cuiraffiers.

" 19 The epithet niuft be confined to the circumftances ; and hiftory

cannot juftify the French prejudice of Gregoiy (1. ii. c. a?, in

torn, ii. p. 175.), ut Gothorum pavere «w eft.

were
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were enlarged towards the Eafl by the ample dio- xxxvm
cefe of Tongres ", which Clovis fubdued in the ^--^r-^

tenth year of his reign.

The nanne of the Alemanni has been abfurdly ^f^^l?"*

derived from their imaginary fettlement on the of the

banks of the Leman lake*'. That fortunate a.d14s6*

diftridt, from the lake to Avenche, and Mount

Jura, was occupied by the Burgundians **. The
northern parts of Helvetia had indeed been fub-

dued by the ferocious Alemanni, who deftroyed

with their own hands the fruits of their conqueft.

A province, improved and adorned by the arts of

Rome, was again reduced to a favage wildernefsi

and fome veftige of the ftately Vindoniffa may

IHII be difcovered in the fertile and populous val-

ley of the Aar *\ From the fource of the Rhine,

to

*" Dubos has fatisficd me (torn. i. p, 277—2S6.) that Gregory of

Tours, his tranfcribers or his readers, have repeatedly confounded

the German kingdom oiTburingia, beyond the Rhine, and the Gallic

tity of 'iongria, on the Mcufe, wliich was more anciently the countrjf"

of the Eburones, and more recently the diocefe of Liege.

*' Popiili habitantes juxta Lemannum lacum, Alemanni dicuntur.

Servius, ad Virgil. Georgic. iv. 178, > Dom Boucjuet (torn, i^

p. 817.) has only alleged the more recent and corrupt text of Ifidore

of Seville.

^* Gregory of Tours fends St. Luplclnus inter ilia Jurenfis de-

ferti fecreta, qua;, inter Burgundiam Alamanniamque fita, Avcn-

ticae adjacent civitati, in tom. i. p. 648. M. de Watteville (Hift,

de Ja Confjcieralion Helvctique, toi;i. i. p. 9, jo.) has accurately

defined the Helvetian limits of the dutciiy of Alemannia, and the

Tranjurane Burgundy. They were commenfurate with the diocefes

of Coriftance and Avenche, or Laufanne, and are ftill difcriminated,

in modern Switzerland, by the ufe of the German, or French, lan-

guage.

*3 See Guilliman. de Rebus Helveticis, 1. i. c. 3. p. 11, iz.

Within the ancient walls of VindonilTa, the caftle of Ilabfburgh, the

•WL abbey
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xxrnn. ^^ ^^^ conflux with the Mein and the Mofelle, the

formidable fwarms of the Alemanni commanded
either fide of the river, by the right of ancient

pofTeffion, or recent vidory. They had fpread

themfelves into Gaul, over the modern provinces

of Alface and Lorraine ; and their bold invafion

of the kingdom of Cologne fummoned the Salic

prince to the defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis

encountered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of

Tolbiac, about twenty-four miles from Cologne;

and the two fierceft nations of Germany were

mutually animated by the memory of pad ex-

ploits, and the profpefl of future greatnefs. The
Franks, after an obftinate ftruggle, gave way

;

and the Alemanni, raifing a Ihout of vidtory, im-

petuoufly prefled their retreat. But the battle

was reftored by the valour, the condudl, and

perhaps by the piety, of Clovis j and the event

of the bloody day decided for ever the alternative

of empire or fervitude. The lad king of the

Alemanni was flain in the field, and his people

was flaughtered and purfued, till they threw down
their arms, and yielded to the mercy of the con-

queror. Without difcipline it was impofTible for

them to rally j they had contemptuouOy demo-

lilhed the walls and fortifications which might

have protefled their diftrefs ; and they were fol-

lowed into the heart of their forcfts, by an enemy,

abbey of Konigsfield, and the town of Briick, have fucccffively

arii'en. The philofophic traveller may compare the monuments of

Roman conqiieft, of feudal or Auftrian tyranny, of nionlcifh fuper-

ftition, and of induftrious freedom. If he be truly a philofopher, h«

viil applaud the merit and happinefs of his own times.

7 not
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not lefsaftive, or intrepid, than thennfelves. The SJly.K'
great Theodoric congratulated the viflory of

^ .,_?

Clovis, whofe fider Albofieda the king of Italy-

had lately married j but he mildly interceded

with his brother in favour of the fuppliants and

fugitives, who had implored his protecflion.

The Gallic territories, which were pofTefied by

the Alemanni, became the prize of their con-

queror ^ and the haughty nation, invincible, or

rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged

the fovereignty of the Merovingian kings, who
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar

manners and inftitutions, under the government

of official, and, at length, of hereditary, dukes.

After the conqueft of the Weftern provinces, the

Franks alone maintained their ancient habitations

beyond the Rhine. They gradually fubdued, and

civilifed, the exhaufted countries, as far as the

Elbe, and the mountains of Bohemia; and the

peace of Europe was fccured by the obedience of

Germany ''*.

Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis con- Converfion

tinued to worfliip the gods of his anceftors''^ A.D.496.

His

>4- Gregory of Tours (1. ii. 30. 37.111 torn. Ii, p. 176,177. i?2.),

the Gcfta Francorum (in torn, ii. p. 551.), and the epiitle of Theo-

doric (CaiTiodor. Variar. 1. ii. c. 41. in torn. iv. p. 4.), reprefent

the defeat of the Alemanni. Some of thair tribes fettled in Rhastia,

under the proteftion of Theodoric ; whofe fiicceflbrs ceded the colo-

ny and their country to the grandfon of Clovis. The ftate of the

Alemanni under the Merovingian kings, may be feen in Mafcou
(Hift. of the Ancient Germans, xi. 8, kc. Annotation xxxvi.) and

Guilliman (de Reb. Heivet. 1. ii, c. 10— 12. p. 72—80.).

*J Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fuppofes that Clovis worfliipped

the gods of Greece and Rome, The fait is incrediliie, and the

miilukc
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CHAP. His difbelief, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity,
XXXVIII. . . .

might encourage hiai to pillage with lefs remorfe

the churches of an hoftile territory 2 but his fub-

jefts of Gaul enjoyed the free exercife of religious

worfhip J and the billiops entertained a more fa-

vourable hope of the idolater, than of the here-

tics. The Merovingian prince had contracted a .

fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece

of the king of Burgundy, who, in themidfc of an

Arian court, was educated in the profefTion of the

Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her

duty, to atchieve the converfion ''^ of a Pagan

hufbandj and Clovis infenfibly liftened to the

voice of love and religion. He confented (per-

haps fuch terms had been previoufly ftipulated)

to the baptifm of his eldeft fon j and though the

fudden death of the infant excited fome fuper-

flitious fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to

repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrefs

of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked

the god of Clotilda and the Chriftians j and vic-

tory difpofed him to hear, with refpedlful grati-

miftake only (hews how completely, in lefs than a century, the na-

tional religion of the Franks had been aboliihed, and even forgot-

ten.

*^ Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and converfion of

Clovis (1. ii. c. 28— 31. in torn. si. p. 175—178.). Even Frede-

gaiius, or the namelefs Epitomizer (in torn. ii. p. 398—400.), the

author of the Gefta Francorum (in torn. ii. p. 54?— 552.), and

Almoin himfelf (1. i. c. 13. in torn, iii, p. 37—4.0.), may be

heard without difdain. Tradition might long preferve fome curious

cii'cumitances of thefe important tranfa^ions.

9 tude,
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tude, the eloquent *^ Remigius ^', bifliop of^^^^^j^-

Rheims, who forcibly difplayed the temporal and

fpiritual advantages of his converfion. The king

declared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Ca-

tholic faith ; and the political reafons which might

have fufpended his public profefllon, were re-

moved by the devout or loyal acclamations of the

Franks, who fhewed themfelves alike prepared to

follow their heroic leader, to the field of battle, or

to the baptifmal font. The important ceremony

was performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with

every circumftance of magnificence and folemnity,

that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion on the

minds of its rude profelytes ^^. The new Con-

ftantine was immediately baptifed, with three

thoufand of his warlike fubjedsi and their ex-

*7 A traveller, who returned from Rheims to Auvergne, had

ftolen a copy of his Declamations from the fecretary or bookfcller of

the modeft archbifhop (Sidonius Apollinar. 1. ix. epift. 7,). Four

epifiles of Remigius, which arc (till extant (in torn. iv. p, 51, 52,

53.), do not correfpond with the fplendid praiie of Sidonius.

*^ Hincmar, one of the fuccelTors of Remigius (A. D. 845—
882.), has compofed his life (in torn. iii. p. 373—380.), The au-

thority of ancient MSS. of the church of Rheims might infpire fome

confidence, which is deftroyed, however, by the felfi/h and audacious

fi<Slions of Hincmar. It is remarkable enough, that Remigius, who
was confecnued at the age of twenty-two (A. D. 457.), filled the

epifcopal chair leventy-four years (Pagl Critica, in Baron, torn, ii,

p. 384. 572.)-

»9 A vial (the Sainte AmpouUe) of holy, or rather celeftial, oil,

wa^ brought down by a white dove, for the baptifm of Clovis : and

jt is ftill ufed, and renewed, in the coronation of the kings of

France. Hincmar (he afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firft

author of this fable (in torn. iii. p. 377.) whofe flight foundations

the Abbe de Vertot (Memoires de I'Academie des Infcrlptions,

torn. ii. p. 619—633.) has undermined, with profound rcfpect, and
confummate dexterity.

ample
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CHAP, ample was imitated by the remainder of the gentle

' BarharianSi who, in obedience to the vicflorious

prelate, adored the crofs which they had burnt,

and burnt the idols which they had formerly

adored '°. The mind of Clovis was fufceptible of

tranfient fervour : he was exafperated by the pa-

thetic tale of the paflion and death of Chrift ; and,

inftead of weighing the falutary confequences of

that myfterious facrifice, he exclaimed with in-^

difcreet fury, " Had I been prefent at the head

" of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged

« his injuries''." But the favage conqueror of

Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a

religion, which depends on the laborious invefti-

gation of hiftoric evidence, and fpeculative theo-

logy. He was flill more incapable of feeling the

mild influence of the gofpel, which perfuades and

purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His am-

bitious reign was a perpetual violation of moral

and Chriftian duties; his hands were ftained

with blood, in peace as well as in war ; and, as

foon as Clovis had difmifled a fynod of the Galil-

ean church, he calmly aflaflinated all the princes

of the Merovingian race '\ Yet the king of the

Franks

30 Mitis depone colla, Sicamber : adora quod incendiftl, incende

quod adoiafti. Gieg. Tuion, 1. ii. c. 31. in torn. ii. p. 177.

S* Si ego ibidem cum Francis meis fuiffemi injurias ejus vindi-

cafTem. This rafli expreffion, which Gregory has prudently con-

cealed, is celebrated by Fredegaritis (Epitom. c. ai. in torn. ii.

p. 400.), Almoin (1. i. c, \6. in torn. iii. p. 40.), and the Chro-

niques de St. Denys (1. i. c. 20. in torn. iii. p. 171.), as an ad-

mirable efFufion of Chriftian zeal.

iz Gregory, (1. ii. c. 40—43. in tom. ii. p. 183—185.) after

coolly relating the repeated crimw, and afFeiled reraorfe, of Clovis,

concludes.
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Franks might fincerely worfhip the Chriftian
JjJ^vin.

God, as a Being more excellent and powerful than

his national deities ; and the fignal deliverance

and viflory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis to con-

fide in the future prote6lion of the Lord of Hofls.

Martin, the moft popular of the faints, had filled

the Weftern world with the fame of thofe miracles,

v/hich were incefiantly performed at his holy fe-

pulchre of Tours. His vifible or invifible aid

promoted the caufe of a liberal and orthodox

prince ; and the profane remark of Clovis him-

felf, that Sr. Martin v/as an expenfive friend ",

need not be interpreted as the fymptom of any

permanent, or rational, fcepticifm. But earth,

as well as heaven, rejoiced in the converfion of the

Franks. On the memorable day, when Clovis

afcended from the baptifmal font, he alone, in

the Chriftian world, deferved the name and pre-

rogatives of a Catholic king. The emperor

Anaftafius entertained fome dangerous errors con-

cerning the nature of the divine incarnation; and

the Barbarians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul

'were involved in the Arian herefy. The eldeft,

or rather the only, fon of the church, was ac-

knowledged by the clergy as their lawful fove-

ccmcludes, perhaps underignedly, with a lelFon, which ambition

will never hear ; " His ita uanl'ailis . - . obiit."

33 After the Gothic vi6lory, Clovis made rich offerings to St.

Martin of Tours. He wifh^d to redeem his war- horle by the gift

of one hundred pieces of gold ; but the enclianttd lie d could not

move from the fcble till the price of his redemption had been

doubled. This miracle provoked the king to exclaim, Vere B. Mar-

tinus cfl: bonus in auxilio, fed carus in negotio ^Gefta Francorum,

»n tom. ii. p. 554, 555.).

Vol. VL Y reign,
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CHAP, reisn, or glorious deliverer j and the arms of
XXXVIII t? ' D
. ^

'. Clovis were rtrenuoudy fupported by the zeal and

favour of the Catholic fa6lion ^\

Siibir.inion Under the Roman empire, the v/eakh and ju-
oftheAr-

j.-f^]i(qioj^ of the bilhops, their facred character,

and the and perpetual office, their numerous dependents,

tro^s" popular eloquence, and provincial affemblies,

A.D. 497, j^^^ rendered them always refpeftable, and fome-

. times dangerous. Their influence was aug-

(
mented with the progrefs of fuperftition, and the

eftablifliment of the French monarchy may, in

fome de.c^ree, be afcribed to the firm alliance of

an hundred prelates, who reigned in the difcon-

tented, or independent, cities of Gaul. The

flight foundations of the Armcrican republic had

been repeatedly fli3ilcen, or overthrown ; but the

fame people ftill guarded their domeftic freedom ;

aflerted the dignity of the Roman name; and

bravely refided the predatory inroads, and regular

attacks, of Clovis, who laboured to extend his

conquefts from the Seine to the Loire. Their

fuccefbful oppoficion introduced an equal and

honourable union. The Franks efteemed the va-

lour of the Armoricans ", and the Armoricans

?+ See the ejiiftlc from pope Anaftafiiys to the royal convert (in

torn. iv. p. 50, 51.)..' Aviius, bilhop of Vienna, addreiTed Clovis

on the fame fubjeft (p. 49.) ; and many of the Latin bifliops woukl

allure him of their joy and attachment.

5 J Inflread of the A^eij!;^"*, an unknown people, who now appeai'

in the text of Proco^jius, Hadrian de Valois has reftored the proper

name of llw Af,uopt/xi» 5 an<l this eafy correftion has been almoituni-

veifally approved. Yet an unprejudiced reader would naturally

fujipofe, that Procopius means to defcribe a tribe of Germans in the

alliance of Rome ; and not a confederacy of Gallic cities, which

had revolted from the enipiit'.

were
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were reconciled by the relision of the Franks, chap.
XXX VI II

The military force, which had been ftationed for r^

the defence of Gaul, confifted of one hundred dif-

ferent bands of cavalry or infantry j and thefe

troops, while they alTumed the title and privileges

of Roman foldiers, were renewed by an incefianc

fupply of the Barbarian youth. The extrenne for-

tifications, and fcattered fragments, of the em-
pire, were ftill defended by their hopelefs courage*

But their retreat was intercepted, and their com*
municacion was impraflicable : they were aban-

doned by the Greek princes of Conftantinople, and

they pioufly difclaimed all conneflion with the

Arian ufurpers of Gaul. They accepted, without

lliame or reluctance, the generous capitulation,

which was propofed by a Catholic hero j and this

fpurious, or legitimate, progeny of the Roman
legions, was diftinguifhed in the fucceeding age

by their arms, their enfigns, and their peculiar

drefs and inflitutions. But the national ttrength

was increafed by thefe powerful and voluntary ac-*

cefTions ; and the neighbouring kingdoms dread-

ed the numbers, as well as the fpirit, of the

Franks. The reduftion of the Northern pro-

vinces of Gaul, inftead of being decided by the

chance of a fingle battle, appears to have been

flowly effedled by the gradual operation of war
and treaty j and Clovis acquired each objedl of

his ambition, by fuch efforts, or fuch concef-

fions, as were adequate to its real value. His
favage character, and the virtues of Henry IV.

fuggeft the moft oppofite ideas of human nature s

yet fonde refemblance may be found in the fitua-

Y 2 tion
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CHAP, tion of two princes, who conquered France by
XXXVIII. . , ,

^_ ,
-^ 1 their valour^ their policy, and the merits of a

feafonable converfion '^.

The Bur- The kingdom of the Burgundians, which was
gundian

defined bv the coiirfe of two Gallic rivers, the
war, ^ '

A.D. 499. Saone and the Rhone, extended from the foreft

of Vofges to the Alps and the fea of Marfeilles ".

The fceptre was in the hands of Gundobald.

That valiant and ambitions prince had reduced

the number of royal candidates by the death of

two brothers, one of whom was the father of Clo-

tilda ^*
J but his imperfect prudence ftill permitted

Godegefil, the youngefl of his brothers, to poffefs

thedependent principality of Geneva. TheArian

monarch was juftly alarmed by the fatisfadtion,

and the hopes, which ieemed to animate his

Jf" This important digreflion of Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. 1. i.

c, 12. in torn. ii. p, 29— 36.) illuftrates the origin of the French

monarchy. Yet I muft obferve, i. That the Greek hiftorian be-

trays an inexculhble ignorance of the geography of the Weft.

2. That thefe treaties and privileges, which fhould leave fome laft-

ing traces, are totally invifible in Gregory of Tours, the Salic

laws, &c.

37 Regnum circa Rhodanum aut Ararim cum provincia MafTi-

llenfi retinebant. Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 32. in torn. ii. p. 178.

The province of Marfeilles, as far as the Durance, was afterwards

ceded to the Ofcrogoths : and the fignatures of twenty-five biftiop?

are fuppofed to reprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A. D. 519.

(Concil. Epaon. in torn. iv. p. 104., 105.). Yet I would excep'

Vindonilfa. The bilhop, who lived under the Pagan Alemanni

would naturally refort to the fynods of the next Chriftian kingdom

Mafcou (in his four firft annotations) has explained many cifcum-

fiances relative to the Burgundian monarchy.

33 Mafcou (Hid. of the Germans, xi. 10.), who very reafonabl;

diftrufts the teftimony of Gregory of Tours, has produced a paflagi

from Avitus (epift. v.), to prove that Gundobald affefted to deplor

the tragic event, vv'hich his fubjefts aftci5led to applaud.

clerg]
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clergy and people, after the converfion ofClovis ; ^Jl^,?*/

and Gundobald convened at Lyons an anembly of y^.^-^

his biihops» to reconcile, if it were pofTiblc, their

religious and political difcontents. A vain con-

ference was agicated between the two factions.

The Arians upbraided the Catholics with the

wor(hip of three Gods : the Catholics defended

their caufe by theological diftindions ; and the

ufual arguments, objedions, and replies, were

reverberated with obftinate clamouri till tlie

king revealed his fecret apprehenfions, by an

abrupt but decifive queftion, which he addrefled

to the orthodox bifiiops. " If you truly profefs

*' the Chriftian religion, why do you not reftrain

" the king of the Franks ? He has declared war

*^ againft me, and forms alliances with my ene-

*' mies for my deilrudlion. A fanguinary and

" covetous mind is not the fymptom of a fincere

** converfion : let him fhew his faith by his

<« works." The anfwer of Avitus, bilhop of

Vienna, who fpoke in the name of his brethren,

was delivered with the voice and countenance of

an angel. " We are ignorant of the motives and
<« intentions of the king of the Franks: but we
'^ are taught by fcripture, that the kingdoms
" which abandon the divine law, are frequently

" fubverted ; and that enemies will arifeon every

*' fide againft thofe who have made God their

" enemy. Return, with thy people, to the law

" of God, and he will give peace and fecunty to

" thy dominions." The king of Burgundy, who
was not prepared to accept the condition, which

the Catholics confidered as effcntial to the treaty,

y 3 delayed
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^Jh^S' delayed and difmified the ecclefiaftical conference
;

s.—^r—' after reproaching his bifliops, that Clovis, their

friend and profelyte, had privately tempted the

allegiance of his brother ''.

Viftoryof The allegiance of his brother was already fe-

A,pr5oo. ducedi and the obedience of Godegefil, who
joined the royal ftandard with the troops of Ge-

neva, more efFefl'jally promoted the fuccefs of

the confpiracy. While the Franks and Burgun-

dians contended with equal valour, his feafon-

able defertion decided the event of the bactie j

and as Gundobald was faintly fupported by the

difaffecfted Gauls, he yielded to the arms of Clo-

vis, and haftily retreated from the field, which

appears to have been fituate between Langres

and Dijon, He diftruiled the ftrength of Dijon,

a quadrangular fortrefs, encompafied by two ri-

vers, and by a wall thirty feet high, and fifteen

thick, with four gates, and thirty-three towers*":

he abandoned to the purfuit of Clovis the im-

portant cities of Lyons and Vienna i and Gundo-

bald flill fled with precipitation, till he had

reached Avignon, at the diftance of two hundred

and fifty miles from the field of battle. A long

39 See the original conference (In torn. iv. p. 99.— 102.). Avi-

tiis, the principal aflor, and probably the fecrctary of the meeting,

was biJhop of Vienna. A fliort account of his perfon and work.

;

may be found in Dupin (Bibliotheque Ecclefiiiuique, torn. v.

p. 5—10.).
40 Gregory of Tours (1. iii. c. 19, in torn, ii, p. 197.) indulges

his genius, or rather tranfcribes fome more eloquent writer, in the

defcription of Dijon ; a caftle, which already deferred the title of a

city. It depended on the bifliops of Langres till the twelfth century,

and afterwards became the capital of the dukes of Burgundy. I/on-

guerue Defcription de la France, part i. p. 280.

ficge.
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fiege, and an artful negociation, admonifhed the xxxviiL
king of the Franks of the danger and difficulty of v

—

'

his enterprife. He impofed a tribute on the Bur-

gundian prince, compelled him to pardon and

reward his brother's treachery, and proudly re-

turned to his own dominions, with the fpoils and

captives of the fouthern provinces. This fplen-

did triumph was foon clouded by the intelligence,

that Gundobald had violated his recent obliga-

tions, and that the unfortunate Godegefil, who
_^

was left at Vienna with a garrifon of five thou-

fand Franks*', had been beficged, furprifed, and

maflacrcd, by his inhuman brother. Such an

outrage might have exafperated the patience of

the moft peaceful fovereign ; yet the conqueror

of Gaul diiTembled the injury, releafed the tri-

bute, and accepted the alliance, and military

fervice, of the king of Burgundy. Clovis no

longer poITefied thofe advantages which had af-

fured the fuccefs of the preceding warj and his

rival, intruded by adverfity, had found new re-

fources in the affeftions of his people. The

Gauls or Romans applauded the mild and impar-

tial laws of Gundobald, which almofl; raifed them

to the fame level with their conquerors. The

bilhops were reconciled, and flattered, by the

hopes, which he artfully fuggelled, of his ap-

proaching converfion j and though he eluded their

4-' The Epitomizer of Gregory of Tours (in torn. ii. p. /^oi.)

has fupplied this number of Franks ; but he rafhly luppofes that

they were cut in pieces by Gundobald. The prudent Burgundian

fpared the Ibldiers of Clovis, and fent thcle captives to the king of

the Vifigoths, who fettled them in the territory of Thouloufe.

Y 4 accom-
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XXXAn ^cco^piii^"^^"'^ ^^ ^^'^ ^^^t moment of his 'ife;

i^—y-—• his moderation It cured r he peace, and fufpended

the ruin, of the kingdom of Burgundy *'.

Final con- I am impatient to f^urfuc the final ruin of that

Burau°ndy
i^i"gt^oi'!^> which was accomplilhtd under the

by the reign of Sigifmondj the fon ot Gundobald. The

A.D.532. Catholic Sigifmond has acquired the honours of

a faint and martyr "^^
; but the hands of the royal

faint were (lained with the blood of his innocent

fon, whom he inhumanly facrificed to the pride

and refentment of a ftepmother. He foon dif-

covered his error, and bewailed the irreparable

lofs. While Sigifmond embraced the corpfe of

the unfortunate youth, he received a fevere ad'

monition from one of his attendants :
" It is not

" his fituation, O king ! it is thine which de-
** ferves pity and lamentation." 1 he reproaches

of a guilty confcience were alleviated, however,

by his liberal donations to the monaftery ofAgau-

num, or St. Maurice, in Vallais ; which he him-

felf had founded in honour of the imaginary mar-

tyrs of the Thebsaa legion"^*. A full chorus of

perpetual

4^ In this Burgurdian war I have followed Gregory of Tours

(1. ii. c. 32, 33. in torn. ii. p. 17S, i79-)> whole narrative appears fo

incompatible with that of Proccpius (de Bell. Goiii. 1. i. c. 13. in

torn. ii. p. 31, jZ.), that fome critics have fiippofed ttvo different

wars. The Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique, ^'c. tom. ii. p. 126—162.)

has diftinflly reprefented the caules and the events.

4-5 See Jiis life, or legend (in tom. iii. p. 401.). A martyr!

how ftrangely has that word been diiicrted from its original fenie of

a common witnefs, St. Sigilmond was remarkable for the cure of

fevers.

44 Before the end of the fifth century, the church of St. Maurice,

and his Thebaean legion, had rendered Agauniim a place of devout

pilgrimage. A promifcuous comijiunity of both fexes had intro-

duced



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 329

perpetual pfalmody was inftituted by the pious chap-

king J he afTiduoufly pradifed the aullere devo-

tion of the monks -, and it was his humble prayer,

that heaven would inflitfl in this world the pu-

nifiiment of his (ins. His prayer was heard : the

avengers were ar hand ; and the provinces ofBur-

gundy were overwhelmed by an army of vidlo-

rious Franks. After the event of an unfuccefsful

battle, Sigifmond, who wifhed to protracl his

life that he might prolong his pennance, con-

cealed himfelf in the defert in a religious habit,

till he was difcovered and betrayed by his fub-

je^fls, who folicited the favour of their new maf-

ters. The captive monarch, with his wife and

two children, was tranfported to Orleans, and

buried alive in a deep well, by the ftern com-

mand of the fons of Clovis j whofe cruelty might

derive fome excufe from the maxims and exam-

ples of their barbarous age. Their ambition,

which urged them to atchieve the conqueft of

Burgundy, was inflamed, or difguifed, by filial

piety : and Clotilda, whofe fanftity did not con-

fift in the forgivenefs of injuries, prefTed them to

revenge her father's death on the family of his

aflTaffin. The rebellious Burgundians, for they at-

tempted to break their chains, were ftill permit-

ted to enjoy their national laws under the obliga-

tion of tribute and military fervice ; and the Me-

duced fome deeds of darknefs, which were aholifhed (A. D. 515.)

by the regular monaitcry of Sigilmond. Within fifty years, his

angeh of li^bt made a nofturnal fally to murder their bifhop, and his

clergy. See in the Bibliotheque Raifonnee (torn, xxxvi. p. 435—
.^38.) the curious remark of a learned librarian of Geneva.

. 9 rovingian
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c HA P. rovingian princes peaceably reigned over a king-

'_ -^ _ doiT), whole glory and greatnefs had been firll

overthrown by the arms of Clovis '^^

The Go- The firft vicftory of Clovis had infulted the ho-
thic war, j^our of the Goths. Thcv viewed his rapid pro-
A.iJ.507. ..." ^ ^

grefs with jealouiy and rtrror; and the youthful

fame of Alaric was oppreiled by the more potent

genius of his rival. Some difputes inevitably

arofe on the edge of their contiguous dominions;

and after the delays of fruitlefs negociation, a per-

fonal interview of the two kings was propofed

and accepted. This conference of Clovis and

Alaric was held in a Im.iU iQand of the Loire,

near Amboife. They embraced, familiarly con-

verfed, and feafled together ; and feparated with

the wanned profefllons of peace, and brotherly

love. But their apparent confidence concealed

a dark fufpicion of hoilile and treacherous de-

figns J and their mutual complaints folicited,

eluded, and difclaimed, a final arbitration. At

Paris, which he already confidered as his royal

feat, Clovis declared to an afiembly of the princes

and warriors, the pretence, and the motive, of a

Gothic war. " It grieves me to fee that the

" Arians iliil poffefs the faireft portion of Gaul.

** Let us march againft them with the aid of

«' God J and, having vanquilhed the heretics, we

*' will poffefs, and divide, their fertile pro-

4J Mariiis, bidiop of Avenrhe (Chron. in torn. ii. p. 15.) has

marked the authentic dates, and Gregory of Tours (1. iii. c. 5, 6.

in torn. ii. p. 188, 189.) has expreffed the principal fa6ts, of the

life of Sigllniond, and the conqueft of Burgundy. Procopius (in

torn. 11. p. 34..) and Agathias (in torn. ii. p. 49.) fliew their re-

jnote and imperfe6t knowledge.
f* vinces.'*
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*' vinces'^^." The Franks, who were infoired by SJI!}tFt'^ •' XXXVIII.
hereditary valour and recent zeal, applauded the

generous defign of their monarch j exprefled

their relblution to conquer or die, fince death

and conqueil would he equally profitable ; and

folemnly protelled that they would never Ihave

their beards, till vi6lory fhould abfolve them from

Jiat inconvenient vow. The enterprife was pro-

moted by the public, or private, exhortations of

Clotilda. She reminded her hufband, how ef-

feftually fome pious foundation would propitiate

the Deity, and his fervants : and the Chriftian

hero, darting his battle axe with a fkilful and

nervous hand, " There (laid he), on that fpot

*' where my Francifca'^'' fliall fall, will I ere<5l a

*^ church in honour of the holy apoflles." This

oftentatious piety confirmed and juftified the at-

tachment of the Catholics, v/ith whom he fccretly

correfponded ; and their devout wiflies were gra-

dually ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The
people of Aquitain was alarmed by the indifcreet

reproaches of their Gothic tyrants, whojuftly ac-

cufed them of preferring the dominion of the

•+'> Gregory of Tours (l.ii. c. 37. in torn. ii. p. 181.) inferts

the (liort but perfuafive fpeech of Clevis. Vaide molefte fero, quod

hi Ariani partem teneant Galliarum (the author of the Gefta Fran-

corum, in torn. ii. p. 553. adds the precious epithet of nttimam),

eamus cum Dei adjutorio, et, fuperatis eis, redigamus terram in di-

tionem noftram.

47 Tunc rex projecit a fe in dire6tum Bipennem fuam quod eft

Francija, Sec. (Getta Franc, in tom. ii. p. 554.). The form, and

ufe, of this weapon, are clearly defcribed by Procopius (in tom. ii,

p. 37.). Examples of its national appellation in Latin and French,

may be found in the Gloffary of Ducange, and the large Di<5lion-

paire de Trevoux,

Franks j
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CHAP" Franks; and thi'ir zealous adherent Quintianus,
XXXVIII ^^'

bifliop of Rodez*% preached more forcibly in his

exile than in his diocefe. To refift thefe foreign

and domeftic enemies, who were fortiiied by the

alliance of the Burgundians, Aiaric colleded his

troops, far more numerous than the military

powers of Clovis. The Vifigoths refumed the

exercife of arms, which they had negleded in a

long and luxurious peace *'
: a feledl band of va-

liant and robufi: flaves attended their ma(tcrs to

the field '°
J and the cities of Gaul were com-

pelled to furnifh their doubtful and reluflant aid.

Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths, who reigned

in Italy, had laboured to maintain the tranquil-

lity of Gaul J and he aflnmed, or affected for that

purpofe, the impartial charader of a mediator.

But the fagacious monarch dreaded the rifing

empire of Clovis, and he was firmly engaged to

fupport the national and religious caufe of the

Goths.

48 It is fingi-ilar enough, that foine important and authentic

fa6ls (hould be found in a life of Quintianus, compofed in rhyme

in the old Patois of Rouergue (Dubos Hift. Critique, &c. torn. ii.

P- 179)-
49 Quamvis fortitudini vertras confidentiam tribuat parentum vef-

trorum innumerabiiis niultitudo
;

quumvis Attilam potentem remi-

nifcamini Vifigoiharimi viiibus inclin itumj tanien quia populorum

ferocia corda lor.ga pace moilefcunt, cavcte fubito in aleaip mittere,

quos conftat tantis temporibus exercitia non habere. Such was th?

falutary, but fruillels, advice of peace, of reafon, and of Theodo-

ric (CaiTiodor. 1. iii. ep. 3.).

5° Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xv. c. 14.) mentions and

approves the law of the Viilgoths (]..ix. tit. 2. in torn. iv. p. 4.25.),

which obliged all mafters to arrn, and fend, or lead, into the field*

a tenth of their flaves.

The
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The accidental, or artificial, prodigies which
J^xviir

adorned the expedition of Clovis, were accepted y^ -y- >

by a fuperftitious age, as the manifeft declaration cif°7
°

of the Divine favour. He marched from Paris j
A.D.507,

and as he proceeded with decent reverence

through the holy diocefe of Tours, his anxiety

tempted him to confult the (hrine of St. Mar- /

tin, the fan6luary, and the oracle of Gaul. His

mefTengers were inftrucflcd to remark the words

of the Pfalm, which (hould happen to be chaunt-

ed at the precife moment when they entered the

church. Thofe words moil fortunately exprefied

the valour and viflory of the champions of Hea-

ven, and the application was eafily transferred to

the new Jofhua, the new Gideon, who went forth

to battle againft the enemies of the Lord ^^

Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the

Loire i but, at the diftance of forty miles from

Poitiers, their progrefs was intercepted by an ex-

traordinary fwell of the river Vigenna, or Vienne;

and the oppofite banks were covered by the

encampment of the Vifigoths, Delay mufl: be

always dangerous to Barbarians, who confume

the country through which they march -, and had

Clovis poficlTed Icifure and materials, it might

5» This mode of divination, by accepting as an omen the firft fa-

cred words, which in particular circumftances fhould be prefented to

the eye or ear, was derived from the Pagans ; and the Plalter or

Bible, was fubllitnted to the Poems of Homer and Virgil. From
the fourth to the fourteenth century, ihti't fo.-tn fanciorum, as they are

ftiled, were repeatedly condemned by the decrees of councils, and

repeatedly praftifcd by kings, Llfliops, and faints. See a curious

dilVertation of the Abbe du Refuel, in the Meraoires de I'Acadcmie,

torn. xix. p. 2S7 — 310.

have
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c ^ A P. have been impracticable to conftrucl a bridge, or

to force a pafiage, in the face of a fuperior enemy.

But the aiTeciionate peafants, who were impatient

to welcome their deliverer, could eafily betray

fome unknown, or unguarded, ford : the merit

of the difcovery v.'as enhanced by the ufeful in-

terpofuion of fraud or fiction j and a white hart,

of fingular fize and beauty, appeared to guide

and animate the march of the Catholic army.

The counfels of the Vifigoths were irrefolute and

diftraded. A crowd of impatient warriors, pre-

fumptuous in their llrength, and difdaining to

fly before the robbers of Germany, excited Ala-

ric to afiert in arms the name and blood of the

conqueror of Rome. The advice of the graver

chieftains preffcd him to elude the firft- ardour

of the Franks ; and to expect, in the fouchern

provinces of Gaul, the veteran and victorious

Oftrogoths, whoai the king of Italy had already

fent to his aOlftance. The decifive moments

were v.'a{led in idle deliberation ; the Goths too

hafcily abandoned, perhaps, an advantageous pod;

and the opportunity of a fecure retreat was loft

by their fiow and diforderly motions. After Clo-

vis had pafTed the ford, as it is (till named, of the

liartf he advanced with bold and hafty fteps to

prevent the efcupe of the enemy. His nocturnal

march was dire6led by a flaming meteor, fufpend-

ed in the air above the cathedral of Poitiers j and

this fis;nal, which might be previoufly concerted

with the orthodox luccefibr of St. Hilary, was

comipared to the column of fire that guided the

Ifraelites
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Ifraelltes in the defert. At the third hour of the ^,,^,^„^/
. . . X^^X V Hi,

day, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, Clovis ^»—-y—

j

overtook, and inflantly attaciced, the Gothic

army J wliofe defeat vvas already prepared by ter-

ror and confufion. Yet they rallied in their ex-

treme diftrefs^ and the martial youths, who had

clamoroufly demanded the battle, refufed to

furvive the ignominy of flight. The two kings

encountered each other in fingle combat. Alaric

fell by the hand of his rival ; and the viflorious

Frank was faved by the goodnefs of his cuirals,

and the vigour of his horfe, from the fpears of

two defperate Goths, who furioufly rode againft

him, to revenge the death of their fovereign.

The vague cxprtiTion of a mountain of the flain,

ferves to indicate a cruel, though indefinite,

flaughter J but Gregory has carefully obferved,

that his valiant countryman Apollinaris, the {on

of Sidonius, loll: his life at the head of the nobles

of Auvergne. Perhaps thefe fufpeded Catholics

had been malicioufly expoftd to the blind affaulc

of the enemy -, and perhaps the influence of reli-

gion was fuperfeded by perfonal attachment, or

military honour **.

Such is the empire of Fortune (if we may ftill Conqueft

difguife our ignorance under that popular name), tain by the

Franks,

5* After corre(^ing the text, or excufing the miftake, of Proco- ^••'-'' 5®°*

pius, who jilaces the defeat of Alaric near Carcaffbne, we may con-

clude from the evi(iencc of GreiJory, Fortunatus, and the author of

the Gefta Francoruin, that the battle was fought in campoVocledcnfi, on.

the banks of tlie Clain, about ten miles to the Ibuth of Poitiers.

Clovis overtook and attacked the Vifigoths near Vivonne, and the

victory was decided near a village ftill named Champagne St. Hi-

laire. See the Dilfertatioiis of the Abbe le Bauf, torn. i. p. 304

—

that
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CHAP, that it is almofi: equally difficult to forefee the

events of war, or to explain their various con-

fequences. A bloody and complete viflory has

fometimes yielded no more than tht pofTefTion of

the fields and the lofs of ten thoufand men has

fometimes been fufficient to deflroy, in a fingle

day, the work of ages. The decifive battle of

Poitiers was followed by the conquell of Aqui-

tain, Alaric had left behind him an infant fon,

a baftard competitor, fadious nobles, and a dif-

loyal people; and the remaining forces of the

Goths were opprcffcd by the general confterna-

tion, or oppofed to each other in civil difcord.

The vi6torious king of the Franks proceeded

without delay to the fiege of Angouleme. At
the found of his trumpets the walls of the city

imitated the example of Jericho, and inflantly

fell to the ground; a fplendid miracle, which

may be reduced to the fuppofition, that fome

clerical engineers had fecretly undermined the

foundations of the rampart ". At Bordeaux,

which had fubmitted without refillance, Clovis

cflabiiQied his winter-quarters; and his prudent

CEConomy tranfported from Thouloufe the royal

treafures, which were depofited in the capital of

the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far

as the confines of Spain '*; reftored the honours

of

JJ Angouleme is in tKe road from Poitiers to Bordeaux ; and

although Gregory delays the fiege, I can more readily beiieve that

he confounded the order of hiftoiy, than that Clovis i>egle6led the

rules of war.

5* Pyrenaeos montes ufque Perpinianum fubjecitj is the exprcflioB

of Rorico, which betrays his recent d-te; fmce Perpignan did not

exill before the tenth century (Marca Hilpanica, p. +j8.). This

florid



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 337

bf the Catholic church; fixed in Aquitain ^ ^xxv^^l
colony of Franks '' J and delegated to his lieu-

tenants the eafy tafi<: of fubduing, or extirpating,

the nation of the Vifigoths. But the Vifigoths

were protefted by the wife and powerful naonarch

of Italy. While the balance was flill equal,

Theodoric had perhaps delayed the inarch of the

Oftrogoths; but their ftrenuous efforts fuccefs-

fully refilled the ambition of Clovisj and the

army of the Franks, and their Burgundian allies,

was compelled to raife the fiege of Aries, with the

lofs, as it is faid, of thirty thoufand men. Thefe

vicifiitudes inclined the fierce fpirit of Clovis to

acquiefce in an advantageous treaty of peace*

The Vifigoths were fuifered to retain the poffef-

fion of Septimania, a narrow tradt of fea-coafl,

from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; but the ample

province of Aquitain, from thofe mountains to

the Loire, was indifiTolubly united to the kingdom

of France ^°.

After

florid and fabulous writer Cperbaps a monk of Amiens. See tlis

Abbe le Boeuf, Mem. de TAcademle, torn. xvii. p. 228 — 245.)

relates, in the a!kgon'ca/ ch:irz6iev of afhepherd, the general hiftoryof

his countrymen the Franks ; but his narrative ends with the death of

Clovis.

?S The author of the Gefta Francorum pofitlvely affirm?, that

Clovis fixed a body of Franks in the Saintonge and Bourdelois: and

he is not injudicioufly followed by Rorico, eledos militcs, atque

fortifilmos, cum parvulls, utque mulieribus. Yet it Oiould fecm

that they foon mingled with the Romans of A<]uitain, till Charle-

magne introduced a more numerous and powerful colony (Dubos

Hift. Critique, torn. ii. p* 215.).

56 In the compofitlon of the Gothic war, I have ufed the follow-

ing materials, with due regard to their unequal value. Fourepiftles

from Theodoric king of Italy (Cafllodor. 1. iii. epift. i—4. in torn.

iv. p. 3— 5.), Pjocopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. i. c. la. in tom. ii.

Vol. VI. 25 P- 3^'
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CHAP. After the fuccefs of the Gothic war, Clovis ac
XXXVIII.

*

^._
^

. cepted the honours of the Roman confulfhip,
Confuiniip

'j'l^e emperor Anaftafius ambitioufly beftowed on

A.D. 510. the mod powerful rival of Theodoric, the title

and enfigns of that eminent dignity i yet, from

fome unknown caufe, the name of Clovis has not

been infcribed in the Fajii either of the Eaft or

Weft". On the folemn day, the monarch of

Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was in-

vefted, in the church of St. Martin, with a purple

tunic and mantle. From thence he proceeded

on horfcback to the cathedral of Tours j and, as

he pafied through the flreets, profufely fcattered,

with his own hand, a donative of gold and filver

to the joyful multitude, who incefiantly repeated

their acclamations of Cojtful znd Augujlus. The
aftual, or legal authority of Clovis, could not

receive any new accefiions from the eonfular dig-

nity. It was a name, a fhadow, an empty pa-

geant i and, if the conqueror had been inftrufted

p. 32, 33.), Gregory of Tours (L ii. c. 35, 36, 37. in tom. ii,

p. 181— 183.), Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 58. in tom. ii,

p. 28. )> Foitunatiis (in Vit. St, Hilarii, in tom. iii. p. 380.),

Ifidore (in Chron. Goth, in tom. ii. p. 702.)^ the Epitome of Gre-

gory of Tours (in tom. ii. p. 4.01.), the author of the Gefta Fran-

corum (in tom. ii. p. 553— 5550> ^^^ Fragments of Fredegarius

(in tom. ii. p. 463.),. Aimoin (1. i. c. 20. in tom. iii. p. 41, 42.),

andRorico (1. iv. in torn. iii. p. 14

—

1<).).

57 The Fajii of Italy would naturally rejeft a conful, the enemy of

their fovereign ; but any ingenious hypothefis that might explain the

filence of Conftanlinople and F.gypt (the Chronicle of Marcellinus^

and the Pafchal), is overturned by the fimilar filence of Marius,

bifliop of Avenche, who compofed his Fap in the kingdom of Bur-

£;undy. If the evidence of Gregory of Tours were lefs weighty and

pofitive (1. ii. c. 3S. in tom. ii. p. 183.), I could believe that Clo-

vis, like Odoacer, received the lading title and honours of ^<»/r;«a»

(Pagi Critica, tom. ii. p. 474. 49'2.).

to



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 339

to claim the ancient prerogatives of that high of- S^^.r;
fice, they muft have expired with the period of ^ »

its annual duration. But the Romans were dif-

pofed to revere, in the perfon of their mafter,

that antique title, which the emperors conde-

fcended to aflume : the Barbarian himfelf feemed

to contraft a facred obligation to refpetft the

majefty of the republic j and the fucceflbrs of

Theodofius, by foliciting his friendfhip, tacitly

forgave, and almoft ratified, the ufurpation of

Gaul.

Twenty- five years after the death of Clovis, Final efta-

this important conceffion v/as more formally de- of the^"

clared, in a treaty between his fons and the em- French
monarchy

peror Juftinian. The Oftrogoths of Italy, un- in Gatii,

able to defend their diftant acquifitions, had re- • • 53 •

figned to the Franks the cities of Aries and JVTar-

fcilles : of Aries, ftill adorned with the feat of a

Prastorian prssfecl j and of Marfcilles, enriched

by the advantages of tra^.le and navigation ^^

This tranfadion was confiniied by the Imperial

authority j and Juftinian, gc neroufly yielding to

the Franks the fovereignty or the countries be-

yond the Alps, which they already poiTelTed, ab-

folved the provincials from their allegiance; and

eftablifhed on a more lawful, thotigh not more

folid, foundation, the throne ofthe IVlerovingians".

From
5* Under tlie Merovingian kings, Marfcilles ftill Imported from

the Eaft, paper, wine, oil, linen, fillc, precious ftones, fpices, &c.

The Gauls, or Franks, traded to Syria, and the Syrians were efta-

blifhed in Gaul. See M. de Guignes, Mem. de TAcademle,

torn, xxxvii. p. 471— 4.75.

59 Ou yof ffOTS uovTo r«XX(a« ^vv roa ar<}>a?isi xja-niirSai fjavysi, ixn ra

«vTcxf«T.fof T9 e^yov iTTtcf^ayis^Mro; tbto yc. This ftrong declaration

Z a ©f
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xxxvm ^^^^ ^^^^ ^'*^' ^^^^y enjoyed the right of cele-

» ^ -> brating at Aries, the games of the Circus j :and

by a fingular privilege, which was denied even

to the Perfian monarch, the gold coin, imprefled

with their name and image, obtained a legal

currency in the empire ^^. A Greek hiftorian of

that age has praifed the private and public vir-

tues of the Franks, with a partial enthufiafm,

v/hich cannot be fufficiently juftified by their do*

meftic annals^'. He celebrates their politenefs

and urbanity, their regular government, and or-

thodox religion ; and boldly alTerts, that thefe

Barbarians could be diftinguidied only by their

drefs and language from the fubjecfls of Rome.

Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial

difpofition, and lively graces, which in every

age have difguifed their vices, and fometimcs

concealed their intrinfic merit. Perhaps Aga-

thias, and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid

of Procopius (lie Bell. Gothic. 1. iii. cap. 33. in torn. ii. p. 41.),

would almort I'lsffice to jiiftify the Abbe Dubos.

60 The Franks, who probably ulcd the mints of Treves, Lyons

and Aries, imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors of feventy-

two /i/:'^;, or pieces, to the pound of gold. But as the Franks eila-

hiifhed only a decuple proportion of gold and filver, ten fhillings

will be a fufficient valuation of their Iblidus of gold. It was the

common llandard of the Barbaric fines, and contained forty denarir,

or iilver threepences. Twelve of thefe denarii made a folidus, or

iliillini^, llie twentieth part of the ponderal and numeral li-vre, or

pound of fdver, which has been fo ftrangely reduced in modern

France. See le Blauc Traite Hifrorique des Monnoyes de France,

p. 37— 4-3> ^'c.

(>^ Agathias, in torn. ii. p. 4.7. Gregory of Tours exhibits a

very difterenc pifture. Perhaps it would not be eafy, within. the

lame hifcorical fpice, to find more vice and lefs virtue. We are cou-

tinually rtiocked by the union uf fava^e and corrupt manners.

progrefs
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proerefs of their arms, and the fplendour of their ^ H A P.
^ xxxviir.
empire. Since the conquefl of Burgundy, Gaul, -^ _>

except the Gothic province of Septimania, was

fubjeft, in its whole extent, to the fons of Clo-

vis. They had extinguifhcd the German king-

dom of Thuringia, and their vague dominion

penetrated beyond the Rhine, into the heart of

their native forefts. The Alemanni, and Bava-

rians, who had occupied the Roman provinces

of Rhstia and Noricum, to the fouth of the Da-

nube, confeiTed themfelves the humble vaflals of

the Franks ; and the feeble barrier of the Alps

was incapable of refifting their ambition. When
the lad furvivor of the fons of Clovis united the

inheritance and conquefts of the Merovingians,

his kingdom extended far beyond the limits of

modern France. Yet modern France, fuch has

been the progrefs of arts and policy, far furpaffes

in wealth, populoufnefs, and power, the fpa-

cious but favage realms of Clotaire or Dacro-

bert'\

The Franks, or French, are the only people of Political

Europe, who can deduce a perpetual fuccedion veriy!"

from the conquerors of the Weftern empire. But

their conquefl: of Gaul was follov/ed by ten cen-

turies of anarchy, and ignorance. On the revi-

val of learning, the ftudents who had been

formed in the fchools of Athens and Rome, dif-

dained their Barbarian anceflors j and a Ions

6i M. de Foncemasne hns traceJ, in a correal and elegant dif-

fertation (Mem. de TAcadcmie, torn. viii. p. 505—518.) the ex-

tent and limits of the French monaiLhy.

Z 3 period
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CHAP, period elapfed before patient labour could pro-
XXXVIII, '^ r • •»

vide the requifite materials to fatisfy, or rather

to excite, the curiofity of more enlightened

limes *^ At length the eye of criticifm and phi-

lofophy was direfted to the antiquities of France :

but even philofophers have been tainted by the

contagion of prejudice and paflion. The moft

extreme and exclufive fyftems, of the perfonal

fervitude of the Gauls, or of their voluntary and

equal alliance with the Franks, have been ralhly

conceived, and obftinately defended : and the in-

temperate difputants have accufed each other of

confpiring againft the prerogative of the crown,

the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom of the

people. Yet the (harp conflict has ufefully exer»

cifed the adverfe powers of learning and genius j

and each antagonift, alternately vanquifhed and

viifborious, has extirpated fome ancient errors,

and eftablifhed fome interefting truths. An im-

partial flranger, inftrufled by their difcoveries,

their difputes, and even their faults, may de-

fcribe, from the fame original materials, the flate

of the Roman provincials, after Gaul had fub-

fiJ The Abbe Dubos (Hiftoire Critique, torn, i, p. 29—36.) has

tiuly and agreeably reprefented the flow progrefs of thefe ftudies
;

and he obferves, that Gregory of Tours was only once printed be»

fore the year 1 560. According to the complaint ot Heineccius

(Opera, torn. iii. Sylloge jii. p. Z48, &c.) Germany received with

indifference and contempt the cedes of Baibaric laws, which were

published by Heroldus, Lindenbrogius, &c. At prefent thofe laws

(as far as they relate to Gaul), the hiftory of Gregory of Tours,

and all the monuments of the Merovingian race, appear in a pure

and perfe6l ftate, in the firft four volumes of the Hiftorians of

France.

mitted
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mitted to the arms and laws of the Merovingian
^^^^^j^j

kings **. *—,—-»

The rudeft, or the mod fervile condition of Laws of

human fociety, is regulated however by fome rilus^^

fixed and general rules. When Tacitus furveyed

the primitive fimplicity of the Germans, he dif-

covered fome permanent maxims, or culloms, of

public and private life, which were preferved by

faithful tradition, till the introduftion of the art

of writing, and of the Latin tongue *^\ Before

the election of the Merovingian kings, the moft

powerful tribe, or nation, of the Franks, ap-

pointed four venerable chieftains to compofe the

Salk laws"; and their labours were Cw'iamined

and approved in three fuccefllve afiemblies of the

people. After the baptifm of Clovis, he re-

64 In the fpace of thirty years C1728— 1765) this Interefting Tub-

jecl has been agitated by the free ipirit of the Count de Bouhiinvil-

liers (Memoires Hiftoriqiies fur TEtat de la France, particularly

torn. i. p. 15— 49.); the learned ingenuity of the Abbe Dubos

(Hiftoire Critique de rEtahliirement de la Monarchic Fran^oife dans

Jes Gauls, 2 vol. in 4.10.) j the comprehenfive genius of the prefi-

^ent de Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, particularly 1. xxviii. xxx.

xxxi.); and the good fenfe and diligence of the Abbe de Mably
(Obfervations fur I'Hiftoire de France, 2 vol. izmo.).

6J I have derived much inftruftion from two learned works of

Heineccius, the HiJJory, and l\\t Eleme/its, of the (Germanic law. In

a judicious preface to the Elements, he confiders, and tries to excufe,

the defefls of that barbarous jurifprudcnce.

^6 Latin appears to have been the original language of the Salic

law. It was probably compoftd in the beginning of the fifth cen-

tury, before the acra (A. D. 421.) of the real or fabulous Phara-

inond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which produced the

four legiflators j and many provinces, Franconia, Saxony, Ha-
nover, Brabant, Sfc. have claimed them as their own. See an excel-

lent Dilfert.ition of Heineccius, de Lege Salicu, toiu. ili. Sylloge iii.

p. 247-.2C7,

Z 4 ' formed
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CHAP, formed feveral articles that appeared incompati-

ble with Chriftianity : the Salic law was again

amended by his fons j and at length, under the

reign of Dagobert, the code was revifed and pro-

mulgated in its aftual form, one hundred years

after the eftablifliment of the French monarchy.

Within the fame period, the cuftoms of the Ripua-

rians were tranfcribed and publifiied ; and Char-

lemagne himfelf, the legiflator of his age and

country, had accurately ftudied the two national

laws, which flill prevailed among the Franks ^'.

The fame care was extended to their vafTals -, and

the ryde inftitutions of the Jlemanni and Bava-

rians were diligently compiled and ratified by the

fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings.

The Vijigoths and BurgundianSj whofe conquefts in

Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, fhewed lefs

impatience to attain one of the principal benefits

of civilifed fociety. Euric was the firfl: of the

Gothic princes, who exprelTed in writing the man-

ners and c'jftoms of his people ; and the compo-

fition of the Eurgundian laws was a meafure of

policy rather than of jufticej to alleviate the

yoke, and regain the afFc6bions, of their Gallic

fubjefts ^'\ Thus, by a fingular coincidence, the

Germans

C" Eginliard, in Vit. Carol! Magnj, c. 29. in torn. v. p. 100.

By thele two laws, mod critics undeiftand the Salic and the Ripua-

rian. The former extended from the Carbonarian foreft to the Loiie

(torn. iv. p. 151.), and the latter might be obeyed from the fame

foreft to the Rhine (torn. iv. p. 222.),

68 Confuit tile ancient and modern prefaces of the feveral Coder,

in the fourth ^'clume of the Hillorians of France. The original

4 prologue
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Germans framed their artlefs inftitutions, at a ^ "^y^f
time when the elaborate fyftem of Roman jurif-

prudence was finally confum.mated. Jn the Salic

laws, and the Pandedls of Juftinian, we may

compare the firft rudiments, and the full matur

rity, of civil wifdom ; and whatever prejudices

may be fuggefted in favour of Barbarifm, our

calmer refiecftions will afcribe to the Romans the

fuperior advantages, not only of fcience and rea-

fon, but of humanity and juftice. Yet the laws

cf the Barbarians were adapted to their wants and

defires, their occupations and their capacity j and

they all contributed to preferve the peace, and

promote the improvements, of the fociety for

whofe ufe they were originally ellablifhed. The
Merovingians, inftead of imipofing an uniform

rule of conduft on their various fubjefts, per-

mitted each people, and each family of their

empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic inftitu-

tions *^; nor were the Romans excluded from the

common benefits of this legal toleration ''". The
children

prologue to the Salic law exprefles (thoiigh in a foreign dialeft) the

genuine fpirit of the Franks, more forcibly than the ten books of

Gregory of Tours.

(>9 The Ripuarian law declares, and defines, this indulgence in

favour of the plaintitf (tit. xxxi. in torn. iv. p. 240,) ; and the

fame toleration is underftood, or expreffed, in all the Codes, except

that of the Vifigoths of Spain. Tanta diverfitas legum (fays Ago-

bard, in the ninth century) quanta non folum in regionibus, aut

civitatibus, fed etiatti in multis domibus habetur. Nam plerumque

contlngit ut fimul eant aut fedeant quinque homines, et nullus eo-

rum communem legem cum altero habeat (in torn. vi. p. 356.).

He fooliflily propofes to introduce an uniformity of law, as well as

of faith.

7° Inter Romanes negotia caufarum Romania legibus prxclpimus

terminari. Such arc the words of a general conrtitutlon promul-

gated
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CHAP, children embraced the law of their parents, the
XXXVIII.
i_ -^- ' wife that of her hufband, the freedman that of

his patron j and, in all caufes, where the parties

were of different nations, the plaintiff, or accu-

fer, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the de-

fendant, who may always plead a judicial pre-

fumption of right, or innocence. A more ample

latitude was allowed, if every citizen, in the pre-

fence of the judge, might declare the law under

which he defired to live, and the national fo-

ciety to which he chofe to belong. Such an in-

dulgence would abolifh the partial dillinclions of

vidloryj and the Roman provincials might pa-

tiently acquiefce in the hardfhips of their condi-

tion J fince it depended on themfelves to affume

the privilege, if they dared to affert the charac-

ter, of free and warlike Barbarians ".

Pecuniary When juftice inexorably requires the death of

homicide, a murderer, each private citizen is fortified by

the affurance, that the laws, the magiftratc, and

gated by Clotaire, the fon of Clovis, and fole monarch of the Franks

(in torn, iv, p. 116.), about the year 560.

7' This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit des

Loix, 1. xxviii. 2.) from a conftitufion of Lothaire I. (Leg. Lan-

gobard, 1. ii. tit. Ivii. in Codex Lindebrog, p. 664.,) : though the

example is too recent and partial. From a various reading, m the

Salic law, (tit. xliv. not xlv,) the Abbe de Mably (torn. i.

p. 290— 293.) has conjectured, that, at firft, -d Baibar'ian only, and

afterwards any man (confcquently a Roman), might live according

to the law of the Franks. I am forry to offend this ingenious con-

je^ure by obferving, that the ftri^ler lenfe (Earbaiuv:) is exprefled in

the reformed copy of Charlemagne; which is confirmed by the

Royal and Wolfenbuttle MSS. The loofer interpretation (bominm)

is authorifed only by the MS. of Fulda, from whence Heroldus

publifhed his edition. See the four original texts of the Salic law»

in torn. iv. p. 14.7. 173. 196. 220.

the
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the whole community, are the guardians of his xxxvnf,

pcrfonal fafety. But in the loofe fociety of the

Germans, revenge was always honourable, and

often meritorious : the independent warrior cha-

ftifed, or vindicated, with his own hand, the in-

juries which he had offered, or received ; and he

had only to dread the refentment of the Tons, and

kinfmen, of the enemy v«?hom he had facrificed

to his felfifh or angry paffions. The magiftrate,

confcious of his weaknefs, interpofed, not to pu-

ni(h, but to reconcile; and he was fatisfied if he

could perfuade, or compel, the contending par-

ties to pay, and to accept, the moderate fine

which had been afcertained as the price of

blood ^\ The fierce fpirit of the Franks would

haveoppofed a more rigorous fentencej the fame

fiercenels defpifed thefe ineffectual reftraints

;

and, when their fimple manners had been cor-

rupted by the wealth of Gaul, the public peace

was continually violated by afts of hafty or deli-

berate guilt. In every juft government, the fame

penahy is infli6led, or at lead is impofed, for the

murder of a peafant, or a prince. But the na-

tional inequality eftablifhed by the Franks, in

their criminal proceedings, was the laft infult

7* In the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was ex-

piated by a pecuniary latisfaftion to the family of the deceafed (Fei-

tliiiis Antiquitat. Homeric. 1. ii. c. 8.)- Heinecciu?, in his preface

to the Elements of Germanic Law, favourably fuggefts, that at

Rome and Athens homicide was only punifhed with exile. It is

true : but exile was 3 capita! punifhment for a citizen of Rome or

^thf-ns.

and
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^, ^A^' 3nd abufe of conqueft ". In the calm moments
of legiflation, they folemnly pronounced, that the

life of a Roman was of fmaller value than that of

a Barbarian. The Antrujlion'"^, a name expref-

five of the moft illuflrious birth or dignity among
the Franks, was appreciated at the fum of fix

hundred pieces of gold ^ while the noble provin-

cial, who was admitted to the king's table, might

be legally murdered at the expence of three hun-

dred pieces. Two hundred were deemed fuffi-

cient for a Frank of ordinary condition j but the

meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace and

danger by a trifling compenfation of one hun-

dred, or even fifty, pieces of gold. Had thefe

laws been regulated by any principle of equity or

reafon, the public protedlion fhould have fup^

plied in juft proportion the want of perfonal

ftrength. But the legiflator had weighed in the

fcale, not of juftice, but of policy, the lofs of a

foldier againft that of a flave : the head of an in-

folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an

heavy fine i ^nd the flighteft aid was afforded to

73 This proportion is fixed by the Salic (tit. xliv. in torn. iv.

p. J47.) and the Ripuarian (tit. vii. xi. xxxvi. in torn. iv. p. 237.

44.1.) lav/s : but the latter does not diftinguifli any difference of Ro-

mans. Yet the orders of the clergy are placed above the Franks

themfelvcs, and the Burgundians and Alemanni between the Fi-anks

and the Romans.

74 The Antrujllones, qui in tf.ijie Dcmtnlca, fur.t, !eudi, fdeles, undoubt-

edly reprefent the fnft order of Franks ; but it is a queftion whether

their rank was pcrfcnal, or hereditary. The Abbe de Mably

f torn. i. p. 334-— 34-7*) is not dilplealed to mortify the pride of birth

(Efprlt, 1. XXX. c. 25.), by dating the onV/n of French nobility from

the reign of Clotaire U. (A. D. 615.}.

the
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the mofl: defencelefs fubjefts. Time infenfibly xxxvm.
abated the pride of the conquerors, and the pa- w—v-*-»

tience of the vanquifhed ; and the boldeft citizen

was taught by experience, that he might fuffer

more injuries than he could infiift. As the man-

ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, their

laws were rendered more fevere ; and the Mero-

vingian kings attempted to imitate the im.partial

rigour of the Vifigoths and Burgundians ''. Un-

der the empire of Charlemagne, murder was uni-

verfally punifiied with death ; and the ufe of ca-

pital punilhments has been liberally multiplied in

the jurifprudence of modern Europe '^

The civil and military profelTions, which had Judgmenu

been feparated by Conftantine, were again united

by the Barbarians. The harfh found of the Teu-

tonic appellations was mollified into the Latin

titles of Duke, of Count, or of Prsefecl; and the

fame officer afiumed, within his diflrift, the com-

mand of the troops, and the adminillration of

75 See the Buigundian laws (tit. ii. in torn. iv. p. 257.), the

Code of the Vifigoths (I. vi. tit. v. in torn, iv. p. 3S4..), and

the conftitution of Cbildeberty not of Paris, but moft evidently of

Aullrafia (in torn. iv. p. iia.). Their premature feverity was fome-

times ra(h, and exceflTive. Childebert condemned not only murderers

but robbers
;
quomodo fine lege involavit, fine lege moriaturj and

even the negligent judge v/as involved in the fame fentence. The
Vifigoths abandoned an unfuccefsful furgeon to the family of his

deceafed patient, ut quod de eo facere voluerint habeant potefta-

tem (1. xi. tit. i. in torn. iv. p. 435.).

7^ See in the fixth volume of the works of Heinecclus, the Ele-

menta Juris Germanici, l.ii. p. ii. N° 261, 262. 280— 283. Yet
fonic veftiges of thefe pecuniary compofitions for murder, have been

traced in Germany, as late as the fixteenth century.

juftice*



350 THE DECLINE AND FALL

J^^
P* juftice ". But the fierce and illiterate chieftain

' was feldom qualified to difcharge the duties of a

judge, which require all the faculties of a philo*

lophic mind, laborioufly cultivated by experience

and ftudy j and his rude ignorance was compelled

to embrace fome fimple, and vifible, methods of

afcertaining the caufe of juftice. In every reli-

gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the

truth, or to punilh the falfehood, of human tef-

timonyi but this powerful inftrument was mif-

applied, and abufed, by the fimplicity of the Ger-

man legiflators. The party accufed might juftify

his innocence, by producing before their tribu-

nal a number of friendly witnefies, who folemnly

declared their belief or alTurance, that he was not

guilty. According to the weight of the charge,

this legal number of compurgators was multi-

plied J feventy-two voices were required to ab»

folve an incendiary, or affaflin : and when the

chaftityof a queen of France was fufpedled, three

hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation,

that the infant prince had been actually begotten

by her deceafed hufband '*. The fin, and fcan-

dal, of manifeft and frequent perjuries engaged

T7 The whole fabje^ of the Germanic judges, and their jurifdic-

tlon, is copioufly treated by Heineccius (Element. Jur. Germ. I. iir.

No I—72-)* ^ cannot find any pioof, that, under the Merovingian

race, the fcablni, or afieflbrs, were chofen by the people.

"8 Gregor. Turon. 1. viii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. 316. Monte-

fquieu obferves (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 13.), that the Salic

law did not admit thefe negative froofi fo univcrfally eftabliflied in the

Barbaric codes. Yet this obfcure concubine (Fredegundis), who
becaine the wife of the grandfon of Clovis, moft have followed th&

Salic law,

9 ^^^
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"the magiftrates to remove thefe dangerous tempt- ^^^jj*
ations j and to fupply the defefts of human tefti- < ^ ^
mony, by the famous experiments of fire and

Water. Thefe extraordinary trials were fo capri-

cioufly contrived, that, in fome cafes, guilt, and

innocence in others, could not be proved with-

out the interpofition of a miracle. Such mira-

cles were readily provided by fraud and credulity;

the mofl: intricate caufes were determined by this

eafy and infallible method j and the turbulent

Barbarians, who might have difdained the fen-

tence of the magiilrate, fubmifiively acquiefced

in the judgment of God ".

But the trials by fingle combat gradually ob- Judicial

J /. . J- 1 I
• combats,

tamed fuperior credit and authority, among a

warlike people, who could not believe, that a

brave man deferved to fuffer, or that a coward

deferved to live ^^ Both in civil and criminal

proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de-

fendant, or even the witnefs, were expofed to

mortal challenge from the antagonift who was

deftitute of legal proofs; and it was incumbent

on them, either to defert their caufe, or publicly

to maintain their honour in the lifts of battle.

They fought either on foot or on horfeback, ac-

79 Muratorl, in the Antiquities of Italy, has given two Diflerta-

tions (xxxviii, xxxix.) on x\\t pigments of Gad. It was expefted,

that fire would not burn the innocent ; and that the pure element of

ivater would not allow the guilty to fink into its bofoni,

2<3 Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 17.) has condc-

(cended to explain and excufe " la manierc de penfcr de nos peres,"

on the fubjeft of judicial combats. He follows this ftrange inftitu-

tion from the age of Gundobald to that of St. Lewis; and the phl-

lofopher is fometiraes loft in the legal antiquarian.

cording
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xxxvni ^^^^^^S^^ the cuftom of their nation" J and the

decifion of the fword, or lance, was ratified by

the fanftion of Heaven, of the judge, and of the

people. This fanguinary law was introduced into

Gaul by the Burgundians j and their legiflator

Gundobald *" condefcended to anfwer the com-
plaints and objedions of his fubjeit Avitusi

" Is it not true," faid the king of Burgundy to

the bifliop, " that the event of national wars,

" and private combats, is directed by the judg-
*' ment of God j and that his providence awards

" the victory to the jufler caufe ?" By fuch pre-

vailing arguments, the abfurd and cruel praflice

of judicial duels, which had been peculiar to

jbme tribes of Germany, was propagated and

eftabliihed in all the monarchies of Europe, from

Sicily to the Baltic. At the end of ten centu-

ries, the reign of legal violence was not totallv

cxtinguiihed j and the ineiTedual cenfures of

faints, of popes, and of fynods, may feem to

prove, that the influence of fuperftition is weak-

ened by its unnatural alliance with reafon and

8i In 2 memorable duel at Aix-Ia-Chapelle (A. D. 8zo.)> before

rhe emperor Lewis the Pious; his biographer obferves, fecundiim

legem propiiam, litpote quia uterque Gothus erat, eqiieftri piignd

oongrefius eii: (Vit. Lud. Pii, c. 35. in toin. vi. p. 103. )• Ermol-

dus Nigellus (i. iil. 54.3—628. in torn. vi. p. 48— 50.), who de-

fcribes the duel, admires the ars uma of fighting on horfebaek,

which was unknown to the Franks.

s* In his original edift, piiblifhed at Lyons (A.D. 50T.), Gun-

dobald eftablifiies and juftifies the ufe of judicial combat (Leg.

Burgund. tit. xiv. in toin. ii. p. 267, 26S.). Three hundred years

afterwards, Agcib:ird, bilhcp of Lyons, Iblicited Lewis the Pious to

al>oIifli the law of an Arian tyrant (in torn. vi. j). 356— 358.). He

r-clates the .converl'ation of Gundobald and Avitas.

humanity*
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?Tjmanity. The tribunals were ftained with the ^J^^^J*'

blood, perhaps, of innocent and refpeftable citi- ^ y—

<

zens J the law, which now favours the rich, then

yielded to the ftrong -, and the old, the feeble,

and the infirm, were condemned, either to re-

nounce their faireft claims and pollefllonsj to

fuftain the dangers of an unequal conflifl^^, or to

truft the doubtful aid of a mercenary champion.

This opprcffive jurifprudence was impofed on the

provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in-

juries in their perfons and property. Whatever

might be the fbrength, or courage, of individuals,

the vi(5torious Barbarians excelled in the love and

exercife of arms ; and the vanquifhedRom.an was

linjuftly fummoned to repeat, in his own perfon,

the bloody contell, which had been already de-

cided againfl his country ^'^.

A devouring hoft of one hundred and twenty DivlHonof

thoufand Germans had formerly palTed the Rhine 'f"l*
^'^'

^ / the isar-

under the command of Arioviitus. One third baiians.

^l " Accidit (fays Agobard), ut non foJum valentes viribus, fed

" etiam infimii et fenes laceffantur ad pugnam, etiam pro vilifnniis

*' rebus. Quibus foralibus certaminibus contingunt liomicidia in-

*' jiiftaj et criideles ac perverfi eventus judlciorum." Like a pru-

dent rhetorician, he fupprefles the legal privilege of hiring cham-

pions.

84 Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, xxvili. c. 14.), who iinder-

ftands ivby the judicial combat was admitted by the Burgun Jians,

Ripuarians, Alemanni, Eavariaus, Lombards, Thuiingians, Fri-

fons, and Saxons, is fatisfied (and Aggbard feems to couDtenance

the affertion}, that it was not allowed by the Salic law. Yet the

fame cuftom, at lead in cafts of treafon, is mentioned by Ermoldus
Nigellus (1. iii. 543. in torn. vi. p. 4S.), and the anonymous bio-

grapher of Lewis the Pious (c. 4O. in torn. vi. p. 112.) as the

*' mos antiquus Francoruiii, more Francis folito, ' &c. exprcflions

too general to exclude the r.obleft of their tribe''.

Vol, VI, ' A a part
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CHAP, part of the fertile lands of the Sequani was ap-
xxxviir. ^

. , ,
. .

, ,
^ ^

propriated to their ufe ; and the conqueror foori

repeated his oppreflive demand of another third,

for the accommodation of a new colony of twenty-

four thoufand Barbarians, whom he had invited

to fhare the rich harveft of Gaul ^^ At the dif-

tance of five hundred years, the Vifigoths and

Burgundians, who revenged the defeat of Ario-

viftus, ufurped the fame unequal proportion of

two thirds of the fubjeft lands. But this dit'lri-

bution, inftead of fpreading over the province,

may be reafonably confined to the peculiar dif-

tri<fls where the vi6lorious people had been

planted, by their own choice, or by the policy of

their leader. In thefe diflrifts, each Barbarian,

was connected by the ties of hofpitality with fome

Roman provincial. To this unwelcome gueft,

the proprietor was compelled to abandon two-

thirds of his patrimony : but the German, a

fnepherd, and a hunter, might fometimes con-

tent himfelf vvith a fpacious range of wood and

pailure, and refign the fmalleft, though raoft va-

luable, portion, to the toil of the induftrious

hufbandman ^\ The filence of ancient and au-

8y Csefar de Beil. Gall. 1. i. c. 31. in torn. i. p. 213.

86 The obfcuie hints of a divifion of lands occafionally fcattered

in the laws of the Burgundians (tit. liv. N° i, 2. in torn. iv.

p. 271, 272.}, and Vifigoths (1. x. lit. i. N° 8, 9. 16. in tom.iv.

p. 4.18, 429, 430.), are fkilfully ex-plained by the preiiJent Mon-

tefquieu (fiiprit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 7, 8, 9.). I fliall only adtf,

that, among the Goihs, the divifion fecms to have been a:cer:ained

by the judgment of the r.eigbbcu.hocd ; that the Barbarians fre-

quently ufurped the remaining third ; and, that the Romans might

recover their right, unlefs they were barred by a preicription of fifty

years.

thentiG
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thentic teftimony has encouraged an opinion, that chap.
XXXVIII

the rapine of the Franks was not moderated, or

difguifed, by the forms of a legal divifion j that

they difperfed themfelves over the provinces of

Gaul, without order or controul j and that each

vidlorious robber, according to his wants, his

avarice, and his ftrength, meafured, with his

fword, the extent of his new inheritance. At a

diftance from their fovereign, the Barbarians

might indeed be tempted to exercife fuch arbi-

trary depredation ; but the firm and artful policy

of Clovis muft curb a licentious fpirit, which

would aggravate the mifery of the vanquifhedj

Whilft it corrupted the union and difcipline of

the conquerors. The memorable vafe of SoiUbns

is a monument, and a pledge, of the regular dif-

tribution of the Gallic fpoils. It was the duty,

and the intereft, of Clovis, to provide rewards for

a fuccefsful army, and fettlements for a numerous

people; without infiiding any v/anton, or fuper-

fiuous injuries, on the loyal catholics of GauL
The ample fund, which he might lawfully ac-

quire, of the Imperial patrimony, vacant lands,

and Gothic ufurpations, v/ould diminifh the cruel

neceiTity of feizure and connfcation j and the

humble provincials would more patiently ac-

quiefce in the equal and regular difcribution of

their lofs ^^. •

^7 It is fjngular enough, that the prendcnt de Montefquieu (Ef-

prit des Loix, 1. xxx. c, 7.), and the Abbt do Mably (Obfervations,

torn, i, p. 21, 22.), agree in this ftrangc Aippofition of arbitrary

and private rapine. The count de Boulainvilliers (Etat de !a France,

torn. i. p. .22, 23.) fiiews a ftrong underftanding, through a cloud

of ignorance, and prejudice,

A a 2 The
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356 THE DECLINE AND FALL
c H A V. The wealth of the Merovinp;ian princes con-
XXXVIII. , .

".J -^— _j fifted in their extenfive domain. After the con-
Domain qucd of Gaul, they ftiil delighted in the ruftic
and bene- ^ •' *=>

ficesofthe fiinplicity of their ancellors : the cities were

abandoned to folitude and decay; and their coins,

their charters, and their fynods, are ftill infcribed

with the names of the villas, or rural palaces, in

which they fucceffively refided. One hundred and

lixty of thtCc palacesy a title which need not excite

any unfeafonable ideas of art or luxury, were

fcattered through the provinces of their kingdom;

and if fome might claim the honours of a fortrefs,

the far greater part could be efteemed only in the

light of profitable farms. The manfion of the

lon2:-haired kings wasfurrounded with convenient

yards, and llables, for the cattle and the poultry;

the garden was planted with ufeful vegetables j

the various trades, the labours of agriculture, and

even the arts of hunting and fifhing, were exer-r

cifed by fervile hands for the emolument of the

fovereign ; his magazines were filled witb corn

and wine, either for fale or confumption ; and the

whole adminiilration was condufted by the (trifteft

maxims of private oeconomy^*. This ample pa-

ss See the ruftic ediSl, or rather code, of Charlemagne, which

contains fevtnty diftintPt and minute regulations of that great monarch

(in tom. V. p. 652

—

^j?-)- ^^ requires an account of the horns and

ikii:s of the goitts, aliov/s his filh to be fold, and carefully direfls,

that the larger villas (Capitanea) (liall maintain one hundred hens and

thirty gcefe ; and the fmaller {Manftonale;) fifty hens and twelve geefe.

Mabillon (deRe Diplomatica) has inveftigated the names, the num-

ber, and the fituation of the Merovingian vilias.

trimonjr
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trimony was appropriated to fupply the hofpitable
-J^JJ^vjn.*

plenty of Clovis, and his rucccilors; and to re-

ward the fidelity of their brave companions, who,

both in peace and war, were devoted to their per-

fonal fervice. Inftead of an horfe, or a fuit of ar-

mour, each cGmpanicn, according to his rank,

o.r merit, or favour, was inveded vvith a benefice^

the primitive name, and mod fimple form of the

feudal pofiefTions. Thefe gifts might be refumed

at the pleafure of the fovereign j and his feeble

prerogative derived fome fupport from the influ-

ence of his liberality. But this dependent tenure

"was gradually abolifhed'^' by the independent and

rapacious nobles of France, who eftablirncd the

perpetual property, and hereditary fucceffion^ of

their benefices : a revolution falutary to the earth,

which had been injured, orneglecfted, by its pre-

carious maflers'". Befides thefe royal and bene-

ficiary eftates, a large proportion had been alTign-

ed, in the divifion of Gaul, of allodial ?ind Salic

lands: they were exempt from tribute, and the

Salic lands were equally fhared among the male

defcendants of the Franks °'.

89 From apaffageof the Bmgundian law (tit. 1. N" 4. in torn. iv.

p. a57.)> '^'S evident, that a deferving fon migiit expeft to hold the

lands which his father had received from the royal bounty of Gundo-

bald. The Burgundians woidd firmly maintain their privilege, and

their example might encourage the beneficiaries of France.

90 The revolutions of the heneficts and fiefs are clearly fixed by

the Abbe de Mabiy. His accurate fiiftinclion of times gives him a

merit to which even Montefquieu isaftrangcr.

9' See the Salic law (tit, l.x^'i. in torn. iv. p. 156.). The origin

and nature ot thefe Salic lands, which, in times of ignorance, were

perfectly underftoodj now perplex our moft learned and fagacious

{;rkjcs.

A a 3 la
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CHAP. In the bloody difcord, and filent decay of the

«
,,
—' Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe in

ufim ^^^ provinces, who, under the appellation of 6"^-

tions. niorSj or Lords, ufurped a right to govern, and a

licence to opprefs, the fubjecfts of their peculiar

territory. Their ambition might be checked by

the hoftile refiftance of an equal : but the laws

were extinguifhed j and the facrilegious Barba-

rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a

faint or bifliop^% would feldom refpedt the land-

marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour.

The common, or public, rights of nature, fuch

as they had always been deemed by the Roman
jurifprudence", were feverely retrained by the

German conquerors, whofe amufemenr, or rather

paflion, was the exercife of hunting. The vague

dominion, which Man has afTumed over the wild

inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the waters,

was confined to fome fortunate individuals of the

human fpecie§. Gaul was again overipread with

vv'oodsj and the animals, who were referved for

the ufe, or pleafure, of the lord, might ravage,

with impunity, the fields of his induftrious vaffals,

The chace was the facred privilege of the nobles,

and their domeftic fervants. Plebeian tranfgreiTors

were legally chaftifed with llripes and imprifon-

9* Many of the two hundred and fix miracles of St. Martin (Greg.

Turon. in Maxima Bibliothecii Patrum, torn. xi. p. 896—932.)

were repeatedly performed to punifti facrilege. Auditc hasc omnes

(exclaims the billicp of Tom-s), poteftatem habentes, after relating,

how fome horfes run mad, that had been turned into a facred

meadow.

9} Heinec. Element. Jur. German. 1. ii. p. i. N'^ ?.

ment
j
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ment^* ; but in an as-c which admitted a fli2:ht c H A ?.
XXXVIII.

compofition for the life of a citizen, it was a ca- \^'

fervitude.

pital crime to deftroy a (lag or a wild bull within

the precinfts of the royal foreds ^^

According to the maxims of ancient war, the Peifonai

conqueror became the lawful mafter of the enemy
whom he had fubdued and fpared°®: and the fruit-

ful caufe of perfonal flavery, which had been al-

moft fupprelTed by the peaceful fovereignty of

Rome, was again revived and multiplied by the

perpetual hoftilities of the independent Barbarians.

The Goth, the Burgundian, or the Frank, who
returned from a fuccefsful expedition, dragged

after him a long train of fheep, of oxen, and of

human captives, v/hom he treated with the fame

brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant form

94- Jonas, bifliop of Orleans (A. D. 821—816. Cave, Hift. Lit-

teraria, p. 443.) cenlures the legal tyranny of the nobles. Proferis,

quas cura hominum non aluit, fed Deus in commune mortalibus ad

utendum conceflit, paiiperes a potentioribus fpoliantur, flagelJnntiir,

ergaftulis detruduntur, et multa alia patiuntur. Hoc enim qui fi-

ciunt, lege mundi fe facere jufte polfe contendant. De Inftitiitione

Laicorum, 1. ii. c. 23. apud ThomafTm, Dilcipline f!e TEglife,

torn. iii. p. 134S.

95 On a mere fufpicion, Cliimdo, a chamberlain of Gontran, kins;

of Burgundy, was Itoned to death (Greg. Turon. 1. x. c. 10. in

torn. ii. p. 369.). John of Salifbury (Poltcrat. l.i. c. 4.) affcrts tH;-

rights of nature, and expofes the cruel praiflice of the twelfth century.

See Heincccius, Elcm. Jur. Germ. I. ii. p. i.N° 51— 57.

9''> The cuftom of enflaving prifoners of war was totaljy cxlin-

guilhed in the thirteenth century, by the prevailing influence of

Chriftianity 5 but it might be proved, fram freqweitt pHfTiges of

Gregory ot Tours, &c. that it was praftifed, without cenfure, un-

der the Merovingian race; and even Grotius himfelf (dc Jure Belli

et Pacis, 1. iii. c. 7.), as well as his commentator Barb^yrac, liave

laboured to reconcile it with the laws of nature an4 r^jfon.

A a 4 and
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CHAP, ^nd ingenuous afpe^i, were fee apart for the do-

meftic fervice j a doubtful fituation, which aiter^

nately expofed them to the favourable, or cruel,

impulfe of paflion. The ufeful mechanics and

fervants (fmiths, carpenters, taylors, fiioemakers,

cooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in gold and

filver, &c.) employed their (kill for the ufe, or

profit, of their mafter. But the Roman captives

who were deftitute of art, but capable of labour,

were condemned, without regard to their former

rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the lands

of the Barbarians. The nurnber of the hereditary

bondfmen, who were attached to the Gallic eftates,

was continually increafed by new fuppliesj and

the fervile people, according to the fituation and

temper of their lords, was fometimes raifed by

precarious indulgence, and more frequently de-

prefled by capricious defpotifm'\ An abfolute

power of life and death was exercifed bythefe

lords i and v/hen they married their daughters, a

train of ufeful fervants, chained on the waggons

to prevent their efcape, was fent as a nuptial pre-

fent into a diftant country ^^ The majelly of the

Roman laws protected the liberty of each citizen,

againft the rafh effects of his own diflrefs, or de«

97 The ftate, profeiTions, 2cc. of the German, Italian, andGallic

ilaves, during the middle ages, are explained by Heineccius (Ele-

ment. Jur. Germ. 1. i. N° 28—47. )> Muratori (Diirertat. xiv, xv.)^

Pucange (Gloff. fub voce Se.-vi), and the Abbe deMably (Oblerva-

tions, torn. ii. p. 3, Sic. p. 237, Sec).

9^ Gregory of Tours (|. vi. c. 45. in torn. ii. p. 289.) relates a

niemorable example, in which Chilperic only abufed the private

iights of a mafter. Many families, which belonged to his JoiKusffcaleSf

in the neighbourhood of Paris, were forcibly fent away into Spain.

fpair.
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fpalr. But the fiibjeLts of the Merovingian kings chap.

might alienate their perfonai freedom j and this

a6l of legal fuicide, which was familiarly practifed,

is exprelTed in terms moft difgraceful and afflict-

ing to the dignity of human nature ^^ The ex-

ample of the poor, who purchafed life by the fa-

crifice of all that can render life defirable, was

gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout,

who, in times of public diforder, pufillanimoufiy

crowded to flielter themfelves under the battle-

ments of a powerful chief, and around the fhrine

of a popular faint. Their fubmiffion was accepted

by thefe temporal, or fpiritual, patrons ; and the

hafty tranfaccion irrecoverably fixed their own con-

dition, and that of their lateft pofterity. Froqi

the reign of Clovis, during five fuccefTive cen-

turies, the laws and m^anners of Gaul uniformly

tended to promote the increafe, and to confirm

the duration, of perfonai fervitude. Time and

violence aimoft obliterated the interinediate ranks

of fociety ; and left an obfcure and narrow inter-

val between the noble and the flave. This arbi-

trary and recent diyifion has been transformed by

pride and prejudice into a national diftindion,

univerfally eftablifhed by the arms and the lavv^sof

the Merovingians. The nobles, who claimed

their genuine, or fabulous, defcent, from the in-

99 Licentiam habeatis mihl qualetncunque volueiitis difciplinam

ponerej vel venumdare, autquod vobis placuerit dje me faccre. Mar-
culf. Formul. 1. ii. iS. in torn. iv. p. 497. The Formula of Linden-

bioglus (p. 559.), and thatof Anjou (p. 565 ) are to the fame eHVa.
Gregory of Tours (1. vii. c. 45. in torn. ii. p. 311.) fpeaks of many
perfons, who fold themfelves for bread, in a great famine.

dependent
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Example
of Au-
yergne.

CHAP, dependenc: and vidlorions Franks, have alT^^rted,

and abiifed, the indefeafible right of conqueft,

over a proilrare crowd of flaves and plebeians, to

whom they imputed the imaginary difgrace of a

Gallic, or Roman, extraction.

The general (late and revolutions o? France, a

name which was impoftd by the conquerors, may
be illuftrated by the particular example of a pro-

vince, a diocefe, or a fenatorial family. Auvergne

had formerly maintained a jufl pre-eminence

among the independent ftates and cities of Gaul,

The brave and numerous inhabitants difplayed a

fingular trophy j^ the fword of C^efar himfelf,

which he had loft when he was repulfed before the

walls of Gergovia '°°. As the common offspring

of Troy, they claimed a fraternal alliance with the

the Romans'®*; and if each province had imitated

the courage and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of

the Weftcrn em.pire might have been prevented,

or delayed. They finply maintained the fidelity

which they had reludantiy fworn to the Vifigoths ;

but when their braved nobles had fallen in the

battle of Poitiers, they accepted, without refift-

ance, a victorious and catholic fovereign. This

loo Whea Cre;farfaw it, he laughed (Plutarch, in Cxfar. in torn. i.

p. 409.) : yet he relates his unluccel'sfiil liege of Gergovia, with lefs

franknefs than we might expe6t from a great man to whom vi»51;ory

was familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in one attack he

lolt forty-fix centurions and feven hundred men (de Bell. Gallico,

1. vi. c. 4+.— 53. in torn. i. p. z-jo—272.)-

12' Audebant fe quondam fratres Latio dicere, et fanguine ab

Iliaco pcpulos computare (Sidon. Apollinar. 1. vii. epift. 7. in torn. i.

p. 799.)- I ^'" "°^ informed of ihe degrees and circumftances of

this fabulous pedigree.

eafy
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Cafy and valuable conqued was atchieved, and
^^^^^.f'

pofTdled, by Theodoric, the eldefl: Ion of Ciovis ;

but the remote province was leparated from his

Auftrafian dominions, by the intermediate king-*

doms of Soiflbns, Paris, and Orleans, which

formed, after their father's death, the inheric.ince

of his three brothers. The king of Paris, Childe-

bert, was tempted by the neighbourhood and

beauty of Auvergne '°\ The Upper country,

which rifes towards the fouth into the mountains

of the Cevennes, prefented a rich and various pro-

fpect of woods and paftures j the fides of the hills

were clothed with vines ; and each eminence was

crowned with a villa or callie. In the Lower Au-
vergne, the river Allier flows through the fair and

fpacious plain of Limagne -, and the inexhaultible

fertility of the foil fupplied, and flill fupplies,

without any interval of rcpofe, the confcant repe-

tition of the fame harvefts '°^ On the falfe re-

port, that their lawful fovereign had been (lain in

Germany, the city and dioccfe of Auvergne were

betrayed by the grandfon of Sidonius Apoliinaris.

Childeberc enjoyed this clandeftine vi6lory;.and

""'i Either the fa ft, or fecoml, partition among the fons of Clbvis,

had given Berry to Childebcrt (Greg. Turon. 1. iii. c. 12. in tom.ii.

p. 192.). Velim (faid he), Arvtrn^m Letnattcm, qux tanta jocundi-

tatis gratia refiilgere dicitur oculis cernere (1. iii. c. 9. p. 191.).

The face of the country was concealed by a thick {og, when the

king of Paris made his entry into Clermont.

>°5 For the defcription of Auvergne, fee Sidonius (1. iv. epift. 21.

in torn. i. p. 793. )> with the notes of Savaron and Sirmond (p. 279.

and 51. of their refpcftive editions), Boulainviliiers (P^tat de la

France, torn. ii. p. 242— 268.), and the Abbe de la Longuerae

(Defcription dc la FrcUice, p;irt i. p. 13-—1390«

the
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CHAP' the free fubjefbs of Theodoric threatened to defert

V—
^^

. his ftandard, if he indulged his private relent*

ment, while the nation was engaged in the Bur-

gundian war. But the Franks of Aufhrafia foon

yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of their king.

" Follow me," faid Thedoric, " into Auvergne:
" I will lead you into a province, where you may
" acquire gold, filver, flaves, cattle, and precious

'^ apparel, to the full extent of your v;ifhes. I re-

'' peat my promifej I give you the people, and

** their wealth, as your prey j and you may tran-

" fport them at pleafure into your own country."

By the execution of this promife, Theodoric juftly

forfeited the allegiance of a people, whom he de-

voted to deftru<5tion. His troops, reinforced by

the fiercefl Barbarians of Germany *°*, fpread de-

folation over the fruitful face of Auvergne; and

two places only, a ftrong callle, and a holy fhrine,

were faved, or redeemed, from their licentious

fury. The caftle of Meroliac'°^ was feated on a

lofty rock, v/hich rofe an hundred feet above the

furface of the plain; and a large refervoir of frciTi

water was inclofed, with fome arable lands, v^ith--

^°4 Furorcm gentium, qiise de ulterioie Rheni amnis parte vene-

rant, fupeiar* non poterat (Greg. Turon. 1. iv. c- 50. in torn. ii.

229.), was the exciile of another king of Aiiilrafia (A. D. 574..)»

for the ravages which his troops committed in the neighbourhood of

Paris.

*°> From the name and fituation, the Benedietine editors of Gre-

gory of Toms (in torn. ii. p. 191.) have fixed this fortrels ataplace

named Cojiel Merllac, two miles from Mauriac, in the Upper Au-
vergne. In this defcription, I tranflate ;'«/rj as if I read /n/ivi} the

t.vo prepofitions are perpetually confuimded by Gregory, or his

ti^anfcribers 5 and the fenfe muft always decide.

in
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in the circle of its fortifications. The Franks be- chap.
XXXVUT

held with envy and defpair this impregnable fort- ^^ _ _ !

refs : but they furprifed a party of fifty ftragglers;

and, as they were opprelTed by the number of

their captives, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom,

the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched

victims, whom the cruel Barbarians were prepared

to maffacre on the refufal of the garrifon. Ano-
ther detachment penetrated as far as Brivas, or

Brioude, where the inhabitants, with their valu-

able efi-e6ls, had taken refuge in the fancluary of

St. Julian. The doors of the church refilled the

alfault; but a daring foldier entered through a

window of the choir, and opened a pafiiage to his

companions. The clergy and people, the facred

and the proftuie fpoils, were rudely torn from the

altar; and the facrilegious divifion was made at a

finall diftance from the town of Brioude. But

this acl of impiety was feverely chaftifed by the

devout fon of Clovis. He puniflied with death

the mod atrocious offenders; left their fecret ac-

complices to the vengeance of St. Julian, releafed

the captives; rellorcd the plunder j and extended

the rights of fancluary, five miles round the fe-

pulchre of the holy martyr '°^.

Before the Auftrafian army retreated from Au- Sroryof

vergne, Theodoric exadled fome pledges of the
^

106 See thefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergne in Gregory of

Tours (1. ii. c. 37. in torn. ii. p. 183. and 1. iii. c. 9, iz, 13,

p. 191, 192. dc Miraculis St. Julian, c. 13. in torn. ii. p. 466.).

He frequently betrays his extraordinary attention to his native

countiy.

t future
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CHAP, future loyalty of a people, whofe iuft hatred
xxxviir '

.

could be reilrained only by their fear. A felect

band of noble youths, the Tons of the principal

fenacors, was delivered to the conqueror, as the

hoftages of the faith of Childebert, and of their

countrymen. On the firft runnour of war, or

confpiracy, thefe guiltlefs youths were reduced

to a ftare of fervitudej and one of them, Atta-

lus *°^ whofe adventures are more particularly

related, kept his mafter's horfes in the diocefe of

Treves. Afier a painful fearch, he was difco*

vered, in this unv/orthy occupation, by the

emififaries of his grandfather, Gregory bilhop of

Langres ; but his offers of ranfom were flernly

rejected by the avarice of the Barbarian, who re-

quired an exorbitant 'fum of ten pounds of gold

for the freedom of his noble captive. His deli-

verance was effeded by the hardy ftratagem of

Leo, a flave belonging to the kitchens of the

bifliop of Langres '°*. An unknown agent eafily

107 xhe ftory of Attalus is related by Gregory of Tours (1. iii,

c. 16. in torn. ii. p. 193— 1950' -^'^ editor, the P, Ruinart,

confounds this Attalus, who was a youth (puer) in the year 532,

with a friend of Sidonius of the fame name, who was count of

Autun, fifty or fixty years before. Such an error, which cannot be

imputed to ignorance, is excufsd, in fome degree, by its own mag-

nitude.

iq8 This Gregory, the great grandfather of Gregoiy of Tours

(in torn. ii. p. 197. 490.), lived ninety-two years j of which he

paffed forty, as count of Autun, and thirty-two, as biilaop of

Langres. According to the poet Fortunatus, he difplayed equal

merit in thefe different ftations.

Nobilis antiqua decurrens prole parentum,

Nobilior geftis, nunc fuper alha manet.

Arbiter ante ierox, dein pius ipfe lacerdos,

Qnos domuit judex, fovet amore patris,

introduced
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introduced him into the fanr.e family. The Ear- ^^xvin!

barian purchafed Leo for the price of twelve v

pieces of gold; and v.'as pleafed to learn, that he

was deeply fkilled in the luxury of an epifcopal

table: " Next Sunday," faid the Frank, " I

" fhall invite my neighbours, and kinfmen.

" Exert thy art, and force them to confefs, that

" they have never fecn, or t^^fccd, fuch an cn-

'^ tertainmcnt, even in the king's houfe." Leo

alTured him, that, if he would provide a fufiicienc

quantity of poultry, his willies fliould be fatis-

fied. The mafber, v/ho already afpircd to the

merit of elegant hofpitality, aiTum.ed, as his own,

the praife which the voracious guclls unanimoufly

beftovv'ed on his cook ; and the dextrous Leo

infenfibjy acquired the truft and management of

his houfehold. After the patient expeflaiion of a

whole year, he caiitioudy whifpered his defign to

Attalus, and exhorted him to prepare for flight

in the enfuing night. At the hour of midnight,

the intemperate guefts retired from table ; and

the Frank's fon-in-law, whom Leo attended to

his apartment with a no6lurnal potation, conde-

fcended to jeli: on the facility v/ith which he might

betray his truft. The intrepid flave, after fuf-

taining this dangerous raillery, entered his m^a-

fler's bed-chamber; removed his fpear and

Ihicld ; filencly drew the fleeteft horfes from the

liable; unbarred the ponderous gates ; and ex-

cited Attalus to fave his life and liberty by

incefTant diligence. Their apprehenfions urged

them to leave their horfes on the banks of the

1 Mcufe

;

I
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CHAP. Meufe '"'; they fwam the river, wandered three
XXXV . ^^^^ .^ ^^^ adjacent forell, and fublifted only

by the accidental difcovery of a wild plum-tree.

As they lay concealed in a dark thicket, they.

heard the noife of horfes ; they were terrified by

the angry countenance of their mailer, and they

anxioully liftened to his declaration, that, if he

could feize the guilty fugitives, one of them he

would cut in pieces with his fword, and would

expofe the other on a gibbet. At length, Atta-

lus, and his faithful Leo, reached the friendly A
habitation of a prefbyter of Rheims, who re-

cruited their fainting ftrength with bread and

wine, concealed them from the fearch of their

enemy, and fafely. conduced them, beyond the

limits of the Auftrafian kingdonri, to the epifco-

pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced his

grandfon with tears of joy, gratefully delivered

Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of

fervitude, and beliowcd on him the property of

a farm, where he might end his days in happinefs

and freedom. Perhaps this fingular adventure,

which is marked with fo many circumftances of

truth and nature, was related by Attalus himfelf,

to his coufin, or nephew, the firll hiftorian of

the Franks. Gregory of Tours "° was born

about

*o9 As M. de Valoisj and the P. Ruinart, are determinecl to

change the Mofeila cf the text into Mofa, it becomes me to acquiefce in

the alteration. Yet, after fome examination of the topography, I

could defend the common reading.

11° The parents of Gregory (Gregoriiis Florentius Georgius)

were of noble extraftior (natalibui . . . illvjires), and they poflefled

large eftates ( latijlndiaj both in Auvergne and Burgundy. He was

born
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about fixty years after the death of Sidonius
^^J^c^in'

Apollinaris j and their fituation was almofl fimi- »—-v~»

lar, fince each of them was a native of Auvcrgne,

a fenator, and a bifhop. The difference of their

ftyle and fentiments may, therefore, exprefs the

decay of Gaul j and clearly afcertain how much,

in fo fhorc a fpace, the human mind had lofl: of

its energy and refinement "'.

We are now qualified to defpife the oppofite. Privileges

J L r ^ -r r U" U of the Ro-
and, perhaps, artful, milreprelentations, which mans of

have fofrened, or exaggerated, the opprefiion of ^^"^'

the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me-
rovingians. The conquerors never promulgated

any univerfal edidt of fervitude, or confifcation

:

but a degenerate people, who excufed their

weaknefs by the fpecious names of politenefs and

peace, was expofed to the arms and laws of the

ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly in-

fulted their pofieflions, their freedom, and their

fafety. Their pcrfonal injuries were partial and

irregular; but the great body of the Romans

born in the year 535, v/as confecrnted l)ifliop of Tours In 573, and

died in 593, or 595, foon after he haJ terminated his hiftory. See

his Life by Odo, abbot of Clugny (in torn. ii. p. 1^9 — 133.), and

a new Life in the Memoires de TAcademie, ^'c. torn. xxvi.

p. 598— 637.

Ill Decedente atque immo potius pereunte ab urbibus Gallicanis

liberaliiim cultura literarum, &c. (in prarfat. in torn. ii. p. 137.), is

the complaint of Gregory himfelf, which he fully verifies by his

own work. His ftyle is equally devoid of elegance and fimplicity.

In a confpifuous ftation he Hill remained a ftianger to his own age

and country; and in a piollx work (the five iaft books contain ten

years) he has onuticd almoft every thing that pofterity defires to

learn. I have tedioully acquired, by a painful perufal, the right of

pronouncing this unfavourable fentcnce.

Vol. VI. B b furvived
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xxxvin ^"^^*^v^^ t^^ revolution, and ftill preferved the

property, and privileges, of citizens. A large

portion of their lands was exadied for the ufe of

the Franks : but they enjoyed the remainder,

exempt from tribute "*j and the fame irrefiftible

violence which fwept away the arts and manu-

fatflurcs of Gaul, dedroyed the elaborate and

expenfive fyftem of Imperial defpotifm. The
Provincials muft frequently deplore the favage

jurifprudence of the Salic or Ripuarian lawsj but

their private life, in the important concerns of

marriage, teftaments, or inheritance, was flill

regulated by the Theodofian Codej and a dif-

contented Roman might freely afpire, or defcend,

to the title and character of a Barbarian. The
honours of the Itate were acceflible to his ambi-

tion : the education and temper of the Romans

more peculiarly qualified them for the offices of

civil government; and, as foon as emulation had

rekindled their military ardour, they were per-

mitted to march in the ranks, or even at the

head, of the victorious Germans. I (hall not

attempt to enumerate the generals and magi-

flrates, whofe names "^ acteft the liberal policy

"* The Abbe de Mably (torn. i. p. 247—267) has diligently

Gonfiimed this opinion of the prelident de Montefquieu (Efprit des

Loix, 1. XXX. c. 13.)'

>'> See Dubos, Hift. Critique de la Monarchic Francoife, torn. ii.

I. vi. eg, 10. The French antiquarians eftablifh as a /irw-f/ir, that

the Romans and Barbarians may be diftinguifhed by their names.

Their names undoubtedly form a reafonable preftmption ;
yet in read-

ing Gregory of Tours, I have obferved Gonuulphus, of Senatorian,

or Roman exlra£lion (1. vi. c. 11. in torn. ii. p. 273.); and Clau- -

dius, a Barbarian (1. vii. c. 29. p. 303.).

of
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of the Merovingians. The fupreme command SJi^i?'
of Burgundy, with the title of patrician, was

fucccinvely entrulled to three Romans; and the

hiily and nioft powerful,, Miimmolus "*, who

alternately faved and difturbed the monarchy,

hat! fuj^)planted his father in the flation of count

of Autun, and left a treafure of thirty talents of

gold, and two hundred and fifty talents of filver.

The fierce and illiterate Barbarians were ex-

cluded, during feveral generations, from the

dignities, and even from the orders, of the

church '". The clergy of Gaul confided almoft

entirely of native Provincials i the haughty

Franks fell proftrate at the feet of their fubjecfls,

who were dignified with the epifcopal character;

and the power and riches which had been loft in

•war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperftition "^.

In all temporal affairs, the Theodofian Code was

the univerfal law of the clergy; but the Barbaric

jurifprudence had liberally provided for their

perfonal fafety : a fub-deacon was equivalent to

two Franks ; the ajitrujiiorii and prieft, were

held in fimilar eftimation ; and the life of a

bifhop was appreciated far above the common

"4- Eunius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of

Tours, from the fourth (c 42. p. 224.) to the feventh (c. 40.

p. 310.) book. The computntion by talents is lingular enough;

but if Giegory attached any meaning to that obfolete word, the trea-

fures of Mummolus muft have exceeded 100,000 1. fterling.

"S See Fleury, Difcours iii. fur THiftoire Ecclefiaitique.

>'5 The biOiop of Tours himfelf has recorded the complaint of

Chilpenc, the grandfon of Clovis. Ecce pauper remanfit Fifcus

nofter; ecce divitiae noftrae ad ecclefias funt tranflatse : nulli penitus

nifi foli Epifcopi regnant (1. vi. c. 46. in torn. ii. p. 291.).

B b 2 ftandard.
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xxxvin
^^^^^^^y ^^ ^^'^^ pnct of nine hundred pieces of

*^—(,

—

I gold"^ The Romans communicated to their

conquerors the ufe of the Chriftian religion and

Latin language"^: but their language and their

religion had alike degenerated from the fimple

purity of the AuguRan, and Apoftolic, age.

The progrefs of fuperftition and Barbarifm was

rapid and univerfal : the worfhip of the faints

concealed from vulgar eyes the God of the

Chrifl-iansj and the ruftic dialed of peafants and

foldiers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and

pronunciation. Yet fuch intercourfe of facred

and focial communion, eradicated the diftindions

of birth and vidory j and the nations of Gaul

were gradually confounded under the name and

government of the Franks.

Anardiy The Franks, after they mingled with their

rniRkf. Gallic fubjecls, might have imparted the moft

valuable of human gifts, a fpirit, and fyftem,

of conilitutional liberty. Under a king, here-

ditary but limited, the chiefs and counfcllors

"7 See thr Rijniarinn Code (tit. xxxvi. in torn. iv. p. 241.).

The Salic law does #iot provide for the fafety of the clergy } and we
might fuppofe, on the behalf of the more civilized tribe, that they

had not forelten fuch an impions act as the murder of a prieft. Yet

Prjetextatus, ?aclibi/hop of Rouen, w;^s affaifinated by the order of

queen Frcdcgundis, before the altar (Greg, Turon. 1. viii. c. 31. ii>

^ torn. ii. p. 3^6.).

"^ M. Bonamy (Mem. de TAcademie des Infcriptions, torn. xxlv.

p. 58Z—670.) has afcertained the Lingua Romar.a Rujlica, which,

through the medium of the Romance, has gradually been poliflitd into

the actual form of the French language. Under the Carlovingian

race, the kings and nobles of France Hill underltood the dialecl of

«heiv German anceftcrs.

2 might
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might have debated, at Paris, in the palace of ^ ^r^.K'
* ^X.A.V 111*

the Caelars : the adjacent field, where the em- .—-y—-#

perors reviewed their mercenary legions, would

have admitted the legiflative aflembly of freemen

and warriors j and the rude model, which had

been fl<:etched in the woods of Germany "',

might have been polifhed and improved by the

civil wifdom of the Romans. But the carelefs

Barbarians, fecure of their perfonal independence,

difdained the labour of government: the annual

affemblies of the month of March were filently

abolifhed ; and the nation was feparated, and al-

mift diflblved, by the conqueft of Gaul "°. The
monarchy was left without any regular eftablilli-

ment of juftice, of arms, or of revenue. The
fucreflbrs of Clovis wanted refolution to alTume,

or ftrength to exercife, the legiflative and exe-

cutive powers, which the people had abdicated :

the royal prerogative was diftinguifhed only by a

more ample privilege of rapine and murder; and

the love of freedom, fo often invigorated and

difgraced by private ambition, was reduced,

among the licentious Franks, to the contempt

of order, and the defire of impunity. Seventy-

five years after the death of Clovis, his grandfon,

Gontran, king of Burgundy, fent an army to

invade the Gothic poiTcfTions of Septimania, or

"9 Ce beau fyfteme a etc trouve ttans les bols. Montefquieu,

Elprit des Loix, 1. xi. c. 6.

•i"^ See the Abbe de Mably. Obfervations, Sec. torn. i. p. 34—

•

56. It flioukl feem that the inftitution of national afTcmblles, which

are coeval with the French nation, have never been congenial to its

temper.

B b 3 Langue^-
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xxxvin*
Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Berry,

Auvergne, and the adjacent territories, were ex-

cited by the hopes of fpoil. They marched,

"without difcipline, under the banners of German,

or Gallic, counts : their attack was feeble and

i]nf;jccefsful ; but the friendly and hoftile pro-

vinces were defolated with indifcriminate rage.

The corn-fields, the villages, the churches them-

felves, were confumed by fire j the inhabitants

were mafTacred, or dragged into captivity; and,

in the diibrderly retreat, five thoufan^d of thefe

inhuman favages were deflroyed by hunger or

jnteftine difcord. When the pious Gontran re-

proached the guilt, or negletfl, of tlipir leaders j

and threatened to infiicrt, not a legal fentence,

but inftant and arbitrary execution; they accufed

the univerfal and incurable corruption of the

people. *' No one," they faid, " any longer

" fears or refpedls his king, his duke, or his

f count. Each man loves to do evil, and

** freely indulges his criminal inclinations. The
* moll gentle corredlion provokes an immediate

*' tumult J and the rafh magifl;rate, who pre-

** fumes to cenfure, or reftrain, his feditious

** fubjedls, feldom efcapes alive from their re-

f* venge '*'." It has been referved for the fame

»*> Gregory of Tours (1. viil. c. 30. in torn. ii. p. 325, 326.)

relates, with much indifference, the crimes, the reproof, and the

apology. Nullus Regem metuit, nuilus Ducem, nullus Comitem

reveretur; et fi fortaffis alicui ifta dirplicent, et ea, pro iongsevitate

vitae veftra;, emendare conatur, ftatim feditio in populo, ftatim

tumultus exoritur, et in tantum uniifquirque contra feniorem, faeva

jntentione graffatur, ut vix fe credat evadere, ii tandem i'llere nequi-

ycrit.

6 nation
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nation to expofe, by their intemperate vices, the
xxxvifi

moft odious abufe of freedom ; and to fupply its u .—y—

j

lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity, which

now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an

abiolute fovereign.

The Vifigoths had refigned to Clovis the TheVifi-

greatefl: part of their Gallic pofTefTions ; but their Spain.

lofs was amply compenfated by the eafy conqueft,

and fecure enjoyment, of the provinces of Spain,

PVom the monarchy of the Goths, which foon in-

volved the Suevic kingdom of Galicia, the mo-
dern Spaniards ftill derive fome national vanity:

but the hiftorian of the Roman Empire is neither

invited, nor compelled, to purfue the obfcure

and barren feries of their annals '^'. The Goths

of Spain were feparated from the reft of mankind,

by the lofty ridge of the Pyrensan mountains:

their manners and inftitutions, as far as they were

common to the Germanic tribes, have been al-

ready explained. 1 have anticipated, in the pre-

ceding chapter, the moft important of their eccle-

fiaftical events, the fall of Arianifm, andtheper-

iecution of the Jews : and it only remains to ob-

ferve fome interelling circumftances, which re-

late to the civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution of

the Spanifh kingdom.

After their converfion from idolatry or herefy, Legidative

the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to ^f'spain*

'** Spain, in thefe dark ages, h?.s been peculiarly unfortunate.

The Franks had a Gregory of Tours ; the Saxons, or Angles, a

Bede; the Lombards, a Paul Warnefrid, Sec. But the hillory of

the Vifigoths is contained in the ftiort and imperfeft chronicles «f

Ifidore of Seville, and John of BIclar.

B b 4 embrace.
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c H A P. embrace, with equal fubmifllon, the inherent
XXXVIII.
- evils> and the accidental benefits, of fuperftition.

But the prelates of France, long before the ex-

tinction of the Merovingian race, had degene-

rated into fighting and hunting Barbarians. They

difdained the ufe of fynods -, forgot the laws of

temperance and chaftityj and preferred the in-

dulgence of private ambition and luxury, to the

general interefc of the facerdotal profefTion "^.

The bilhops of Spain refpedled themfelves, and

were refpected by the public : their indifibluble

union difguifed their vices, and confirmed their

authority : and the regular difcipline of the church

introduced peace, order, and ftability into the

government of the ftate. From the reign of Re-

cared, the firft Catholic king, to that of Witiza,

the immediate predecefibr ofthe unfortunate Ro-

deric, fixteen national councils were fucceflively

convened. The fix metropolitans, Toledo, Se-

ville, Merida, Braga, Tarragona, and Narbonne,

prefided according to their refpedlive feniority;

the aflembly was compofed of their fufFragati

bifliops, who appeared in perfon, or by their

proxies ; and a place was alTigned to the moft holy

or opulent of the Spanifh abbots. During the

firft three days of the convocation, as long as they

agitated the ecclefiaftical queftions of doflrine and

difcipline, the profane laity was excluded from

'1? Such irc the complaints of St. Boniface, the apoftle of Ger-

many, and the reformer of Gaul (in torn. iv. p. 94..)' The four-

fcore years, ^vhich he deplores, of licence and corruption, would

I'eem to infinuate, that the Barbarians were admitted into the clergy

about the year 660.

their
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their debates ; which v;ere condufled, however, CHAP.
XXXVIII,

with decent folemnity. But, on the morning of

the fourth day, the doors were thrown open for

the entrance of the great officers of the palace,

the dukes and counts of the provinces, the judges

of the cities, and the Gothic nobles: and the de-

crees of Heaven were ratified by the confent of

the people. The fame rules were obferved in the

provincial aOemblies, the annual fynods which

were empowered to hear complaints, and to re-

drefs grievances; and a legal government was

iupported by the prevailing influence of the Spa-

nifh clergy. The bifliops, who, in each revolu-

tion, were prepared to flatter the vi6lorious, and

to infult the proftrate, laboured, with diligence

and fuccefs, to kindle the flames of perfecution,

and to exalt the mitre above the crown. Yet the

national councils of Toledo, in which the free

fpirit of the Barbarians was tempered and guided

by epifcopal policy, have eftabliflied fome pru-

dent laws for the common benefit of the king

and people. The vacancy of the throne was

fupplied by the choice of the bifhops and Pala-

tines i and, after the failure of the line of Alaric,

the regal dignity was ftill limited to the pure and

noble blood of the Goths. The clergy, who
anointed their lawful prince, always recommend-

ed, and fometimes praftifed, the duty of alle-

giance : and the fpiritual cenfures were de-

nounced on the heads of the impious rubje<fls,

who fhould refift his authority, confpire againft

his life, or violate, by an indecent union, the

chaftity even of his widow. But the monarch

himfelf.
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^^wiu ^^^^^^^^^» when he afcended the throne, was bound
by a reciprocal oath to God and his people, that

he would faithfully execute his important truft.

The real or imaginary faults of his adminiftration

were fubjeft to the controul of a powerful arifto-

cracy; and the bifhops and palatines were guarded

by a fundamental privilege, that they fliould not

be degraded, imprifoned, tortured, norpuniflied

with death, exile, or confifcation, unlefs by the

free and public judgment of their peers "*.

Code of One of thefe legiQative councils of Toledo,

examined and ratified the code of laws which had

been compiled by a fucceffion of Gothic kings,

from the fierce Euric, to the devout Egica. As

long as the Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied

v/ith the rude cuftoms of their anceftors, they

indulged their fubjefts of Aquitain and Spain in

the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gradual

improvement in arts, in policy, and at length in

religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to fu-

perfede, thefe foreign inftitutions j and to com-

pofe a code of civil and criminal jurifprudence,

for the ufe of a great and united people. The

fame obligations, and the fame privileges, were

communicated to the nations of the Spanifh mo-

narchy : and the conquerors, infenfibly rcnoun-t

^-4 The a£ls of the councils of Toledo are ftill the moft authentic

records of the church and coriftitution of Spain. The following

paiTages are particularly important (iii. 17, iS. iv. 75. v. a, 3, 4,

5. 8. vi. II, 12, 13, 14.. 17, 18. vii. I. xiii, z, 3> 6.), I have

found Mafcou (Hilt, of the ancient Germans, xv. 29. and An-

notations, xxvi. and xxxiii.) and Ferreras (Hilt. Generale de

I'Efpagne, torn, ii.) very ufeful and accurate guides.

cins

I
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cing the Teutonic idiom, fubmitted to there- chap.

ftraints of equity, and exalted the Romans to the » ^ <

participation of free'dom. The merit of this im-

partial policy was enhanced by the fituation of

Spain, under the reign of the Viligoths. The

Provincials were long feparated from their Arian

mafters, by the irreconcilable difference of re-

ligion. After the converfion of Recared had re-

moved the prejudices of the Catholics, the coafls,

both of the Ocean and Mediterranean, were dill

pofleired by the Eaftern emperors j who fecretly

excited a difcontented people, to rejefl the yoke

of the Barbarians, and to afiert the name and

dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of

doubiful fubjefts is indeed moft efie<5tually fe-

cured by their own perfuafion, than they hazard

more in a revolt, than they can hope to obtain

by a revolution ; but it has appeared fo natural

to opprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that the

contrary fyftem well deferves the praife ofwifdom

and moderation "\

While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vifi- Revolu-

goths were edabliflied in Gaul and Spain, the Britain.

Saxons atchieved the conqueft of Britain, the

third great dioccfe of the Pr^fedure of the Weft,

Since Britain was already feparated from the Ro-
V

'^5 The Code of the Vifigoths, reguhily divided into twelve

books, lias been corre6lly publiftied by Dom Bouquet (in torn, iv.

p. 273—460.). It has been treated by the prefident de Montefquieu

(Kfpiit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. i.) with excefllve feverity, 1 dif-

like the ftyle; I deteft the liiperftition ; but 1 fhall prefume to think,

that the civil jurifprudence difplays a more civilifed and enlightened

itute of fociefy, than that of the Burgundians, or even of the Lom-
bards,

man
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man empire, I might, without reproach, decline

a ftory, familiar to the mod illiterate, and ob-

fcure to the moll learned, of my readers. The
Saxons, who excelled in the ufe of the oar, or the

battle-axe, were ignorant of the art which could

alone perpetuate the fame of their exploits: the

Provincials, relapfing into Barbarifm, negleded

to defcribe the ruin of their country j and the

doubtful tradition was almofl extinguifhed, be-

fore the miffionaries of Rome reftored the lisht

of fcience and Chriftianity. The declamations

ofGildas, the fragments, or fables, ofNennius,

the obfcure hints of the Saxon laws and chro-

nicles, and the ecclefiafbical tales of the venerable

Bede "^ have been illuftrated by the diligence,

and fometimes embellifhed by the fancy, of fuc-

ceeding writers, v/hofe works I am not ambitious

either to , cenfure, or to tranfcribe "^. Yet the

hiftorian of the empire may be tempted to purfue

the revolutions of a Roman province, till it va-

niflies from his fight; and an Englifhman may
curioufly trace the eftablilTiment of the Bar-

barians, from whom he derives his name, his

laws, and perhaps his origin.

»»6 See Gildas de Excidio BritaiuiiaE', c. 11—25. P- 4~9' ^'^''^•

Gale. Nennius Hift. Britonum, c. 28. 35—65, p. 105— 115. edit.

Gale. Bede Hift. Ecclefiaft. Gentis Anglorum, Li. c. 12— 16.

p. 49— 55. c. 22. p. 5?>. edit. Smith. Chron. Saxonicunn, p. ii-

23, &c. edit. Gilifon. The Anglo-Saxon laws were publiflied b^

Wilkins, London 1731, in folio; and the Leges Wallicar, by'

Wotton and Clarke, London 1730, in folio.

**7 The laborious Mr. Carte, and the ingenious Mr. Whitaker,

are the two modern writers to whom I am principally indebted.

The particular hiftorian of ManchcAer embraces, under that obfcure

title, a fubieft almoft as extenfive as the general hiftory of England.

About
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About forty years after the diflolution of the ^^^i^'
Roman government, Vortigern appears to have ( ^—

»

obtained the fupreme, though precarious, com-
Sfsaxon°s!

mand of the princes and cities of Britain. That A. D. 44.9.

unfortunate monarch has been almoft unanimoufly

condemned for the weak and mifchievous policy

of inviting '"^ a formidable flranger, to repel the

vexatious inroads of a domeftic foe. His am-

baffadors are difpatched, by the graved hifto-

rians, to the coait of Germany i they addrefs a

pathetic oration to the general afieiiibly of the

Saxons, and thofe warlike Barbarians refolve to

aflift with a fleet and army the fuppliants of a

diftant and unknown ifland. If Britain had in-

deed been unknown to the Saxons, the meafure

of its calamities would have been lefs complete.

But the ftrength of the Roman government could

not always guard the maritime province againft.

the pirates of Germany: the independent and di-

vided (lares were expofed to their attacks; and

the Saxons might fometimes join the Scots and

the Pifls, in a tacit, or exprefs, confederacy of

rapine and defl:ru6lion. Vortigern could only

balance the various perils, which aflliulted on

every fide his throne and his people; and his po-

licy may deferve either praife or excufe, if he pre-

ferred the alliance ol thofe Barbarians, whofc naval

i*S This invitation, which may derive fome countenance from the

loofc expreflions of Gildas and Bede, is framed into a regular ftory

by Witikind, a Saxon monk of the tenth century (fee Coufin, Hift.

de TEmpire d'Occident, tom.ii. p. 356.). Rapin, and even Humej-

have too freely uRd this fufpicious evidence, without regarding the'

precife and probable teltimony of Nennius : Interea venerunt tres

Chiulx a Gcrinania ir.exilmfulja'f in quibus erant Hors et Hengift.

power
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xx^vin* P°^^^ rendered them the mod; dangerous enemies,

and the mofl: ferviceable allies. Hengifl: and

Horfa, as they ranged along the Eaftcrn coall

with three fhips, v/ere engaged, by the promife

of an ample ftipend, to embrace the defence of

Britain; and their intrepid valour foon delivered

the country from the Caledonian invaders. The
irie of Thanet, a fecure and fertile difl:ri6b, was

allotted for the refidence of thefe German auxi-

liaries, and they were fupplied, according to the

treaty, with a plentiful allowance of clothing and

provifions. This favourable reception encou-

raged five thoufand warriors to embark with their

families in feventeen vefTels, and the infant power

of Hengilt was fortified by this ftrong and feafon-

able reinforcement. The crafty Barbarian fug-

gefted to Vortigern the obvious advantage of fix-

ing, in the neighbourhood of the Pi(5ls, a colony

of faithful allies : a third fleet of forty fhips, under

the command of his fon and nephew, failed from

Germany, ravaged the Orkneys, and difembarked

a new army on the coafl of Northumberland, or

Lothian, at the oppofite extremity of the devoted

land. It was eafy to forefce, but it was im-

pofTible to prevent, the impending evils. The
two nations were foon divided and exafperated by

mutual jealoufies. The Saxons magnified all that

ihey had done and fuffered in the caufe of an un-

grateful people ; while the Britons regretted the

liberal rewards which could not fatisfy the avarice

of thofe haughty mercenaries. The caufes of

fear and hatred were inflamed into an irrecon-

cileable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms ; and,

if
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if they perpetrated a treacherous mafiacre during chap.

the fecurity of a feaft, they deftroyed the recipro-

cal confidence which fuftains the intercourfe of

peace and war "'.

Hengid, who^boldly afpired to the conqueft of
f^^^^lf'

Britain, exhorted his countrymen to embrace the the Saxon

, . . ,'.,.,., heptarchy,
glorious opportunity: he painted in lively co- a. D.

lours the fertility of the foil, the wealth of the 4-55—s^z-

cities, the pufillanimous temper of the natives,

and the convenient fituation of a fpacious folitary

illand, acceflible on all fides to the Saxon fleets.

The fuccefllve colonies which ifflied, in the period

of a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the

Weier, and the Rhine, were principally com-

pofed of three valiant tribes or nations of Ger-

many ; the JuteSy the old Saxons, and the Angles,

The Jutes, who fought under the peculiar banner

of Hengift, affumed the micrit of leading their

countrymen in the paths of glory, and of creeling,

in Kent, the firfl: independent kingdom. The

fame of the enterprife was attributed to the pri-

mitive Saxons ; and the common laws and lan-

guage of the conquerors are defcribed by the na-

tional appellation of a people, which, at the end

of four hundred years, produced the firfl mo-
narchs of South Britain. The Angles were dif-

tinguifhed by their numbers and their fuccefs;

*»9 Nennms imputes to the Saxons the murder of three hundred

Briti/h chiefs ; a crime not unfuitable to their favage manners. But

we are not obliged to believe (lee Jeffrey of Monmouth, 1. viii.

c. 9— 12. )> *'*^' Stonehenge is their monument, which the giants

had formerly tranfported from Africa to Ireland, and which was re-

moved to Britain by the order of Ambrofius, and the art of Mer-

lin.

and
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CHAP, and they claimed the honour of fixing a perpetual
XXXVIII .

name on the country, of which they occupied the

moft ample portion. The Barbarians, who fol-

lowed the hopes of rapine either on the land or

fea, were infenfibly blended with this triple con-

federacy ; the FriJianSy who had been tempted by

their vicinity to the Britifh fhores,'=hnight balance,

during a fhort fpace, the ftrength and reputation

of the native Saxons i the DtineSy the P?'uJ/ia:u,

the Rugians are faintly defcribed ; and fome ad-

venturous HunSj who had wandered as far as the

Baltic, might embark on board the German vef-

fels, for the conqueft of a new world '^°. But

this arduous atchievement was not prepared or

executed by the union of national powers. Each

intrepid chieftain, according ro the meafureof his

fame and fortunes, afiembled his followers j

equipped a fleet of three, or perhaps of fixty,

veiTels ; chofe the place of the attack j and con-

duced his fubfequent operations according to the

events of the war and the dictates of his private

interefl. In the invafion of Britain many heroes

vanquifhed and fell j but only feven vi6lorious

leaders afilimed, or at leaft maintained, the title

of kings. Seven independent thrones, the Saxon

Heptarchy, were founded by the conquerors,

and feven families, one of which has been con^

tinued, by female fuccefiion, to our prefent fove-

reign, derived their equal and facred lineage from.

»>° All thefe tribes are exprefsly enumerated by Bede (1. i. c. i 5.

p. 52. 1. V. c. 9. p. 190.), and though I have confidered Mr. Whit-

aker's remarks (Hift. of Manchefter, vol. ii. p. 538—543.), I do

not perceive the abfurdity of fuppofing that the Frifians, &c. weve

miDoled with the Anglo-Saxons,

Woden
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Woden, the 2;od of war. It has been pretended, S.^ '^K'^
, .

' xxxviir.
that this republic of kings was moderated by a v „ . ,j

general council and a fupreme magiflrate. Bun

fuch an artificial fchenae of policy is repugnant to

the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : their

laws are filent ; and their imperfect annals afford

only a dark and bloody profpeft of inteftine dif-

cord '^'.

A monk, who, in the profound ignorance of State of the

human life, has prefumed to exercife the office of

hiftorian, ftrangely disfigures the flace of Britain

at the time of its feparation from the Weftern em-
pire. Gildas '^^ defcribes in florid language the

improvements of agriculture, the foreign trade

which flowed with every tide into the Thames
and the Severn, the folid and lofty conftruftion

of public and private edifices : he accufes the fin-

ful luxury of the Britifh people ; of a people, ac-

cording to the fame writer, ignorant of the moft

fimple arts, and incapable, without the aid of the

Romans, of providing walls of ilone, or weapons

of iron, for the defence of their native land '".

Under the long dominion of the emperors, Britain

»J' Bede has enumerated feven kings, two Saxons, a Jute, and

four Angles, who fuccelTively acquired in the heptarchy an indefinite

fupremacy of power and renown. But their reign was the efFe6l,

not of law, but of conqueft ; and he obferves, in fimilar terms, that

one of them fubdued the Ifles of Man and Anglefey ; and that an-

other impofed a tribute on the Scots and Pi6ls (Hift. Ecclef. 1. ii,

c. 5- P- 83-)-

'3* See Gildas de Excidio Britannia;, c. i. p. i. edit. Gale.

'35 Mr. Whitaker (Hiftory of Mancheftcr, vol. ii. p. 503. 516.)

has fmartly expofed this glaring abfurdity, which had paffed un-

noticed by the general hiftorians, as they were haltening to more iu-

tereft'ng and important events.

Vol. VI. C c had
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xxxvin ^^^ ^^^" infenfibly moulded into the elegant and

fervile form of a Roman province, whole fafety

was entrufted to a foreign power. The fubjefts

of Honorius contemplated their new freedom with

furprife and terror j they were left deftitute of

any civil or military conftitution ; and their un-

certain rulers wanted either flcill, or courage, or

authority, to direct the public force againit the

common enemy. The introdudion of the Saxons

betrayed their internal weaknefs, and degraded

the characfter both of the prince and people.

Their confternation magnified the danger j the

want of union diminifhed their refources ; and

the madnefs of civil fadions was more folicitous

to accufe, than to remedy, the evils, which they

imputed to the mifconduft of their adverfaries.

Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they could not

be ignorant, of the manufadlure or the ufe of

arms: the fuccefTive and diforderly attacks of the

Saxons, allowed them to recover from their

amazement, and the profperous or adverfe events

of the war added difcipline ^and experience to their

native valour.

Their re- While the Continent of Europe and Africa

yielded, without refiftance, to the Barbarians, the,

Britifli ifland, alone and unaided, maintained

long, a vigorous, though an unfuccefsful flruggle^

againft the formidable pirates, who, almoft at

the fame inftant, afTaulted the Northern, th<

Eaftern, and the Southern coafls. The citiesj

which had been fortified with fkiil, weredefendec

withrefolution 5 the advantages of ground, hills,J

forefts,

iillance,
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foredsj and morafles, were diligently improved xxxvjil
by the inhabitants s the conqueft of each diftrift

was purchafed with blood ; and the defeats of the

Saxons are ilrongly attefted by the difcfeet filence

of their annalisl. HengiO: might hope to atchieve

the conqueft of Britain; but his ambition, in an

aftive reign of thirty-five years, was confined to

the pofiefilon of Kent; and the numerous colony

which he had planted in the North, was extirpated

by the fword of the Britons. The monarchy of

the Weft-Saxons was iaborioufly founded by the

perfevering efforts of three martial generations^

The life of Cerdic, one of the braveft of the

children of Woden, was confumed in the con-

queft of Hampfliire, and the iOe of Wight; and

the lofs which he fuftained in the battle of Mount
Badon, reduced him to a ftate of inglorious re-

pofe. Kenric, his valiant fon, advanced into

W^iltfliire ; befieged Salifbury, at that time feated

on a commanding eminence ; and vanquiftied an

anPiy which advanced to the relief of the city.

In the fubfequent battle of Marlborough '^% his

Britifti enemies difplayed their military fcience.

Their troops were formed in three lines ; each

line confifted of three diftincl bodies, and the ca-

valry, the archers, and the pikemien, were diftri-

•34 At Ecran-birig, or Barb«ry-caftie, near Marlboi-ough. The
Saxon chronicle affigns the name and date. Cambden (Britannia,

vol, i. p. 128.) afcertains the place;, and Henry of Huntingdon

(Scrlptores pelt Bcdam, p. 314.) relates the circumftances of this

battle. They are probable and charafleriftic ; and the hiftorians of

the twelfth ccnttuy might cocl'ult feme materials tha't no longer

exift,

C c 2 buted
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S}^./hFr' buted according to the principles of Roman tac-
XXXVIII. _

.

< ^ ) tics. The Saxons charged in one weighty co-

lumn, boldly encountered with their fhort Iwords

the long lances of the Britons, and maintained an

equal confli£t till the approach of night. Two
decifive viftories, the death of three Britifh kings,

and the reduction of Cirenceiler, Bath, and

Gloucefter, eftablifned the fame and power of

Ceaulin, the grandfon of Cerdic, who carried

his vidorious arms to the banks of the Severn.

a«d flioht. After a war of an hundred years, the independent

Britons flill occupied the whole extent of the

Weftern coaft, from the wall of Antoninus to the

extreme promontory of Cornwall j and the prin-

cipal cities of the inland country flill oppofed the

arms of the Barbarians. Refiflance became more

languid, as the number and boldnefs of the af-

laiiants continually increafed. Winning their

way by flow and painful efforts, the Saxons, the

Angles, and their various confederates, advanced

from the North, from the Eaft, and from the

South, till their victorious banners were united in

the centre of the ifland. Beyond the Severn the

Britons ftill afierted theirnational freedom, which

j'urvived the heptarchy, and even the monarchy,

of the Saxons. The braved warriors, who pre-

ferred exile to flavery, found a fecure refuge in

the mountains of Wales : the reluc5lant fubmiffion

of Cornvv^all was delayed for fome ages '^^i and a

band

155 Cornwall was final hrfubdued by Athelftan (A.D. 027— 94.i.)>

who planted an Englifn colony at Exeter, and confined the Britons

beyond the river Tamar. See Wiiliam of Mulmlbury, I. ii. in the

5
Scriptores
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band of fuQ,itives acquired a fettlement: in Qaiil, ,9™^^?/
11-1 ^ r 1 A 4

/vXXVlII.
by cheir own valour, or the liberality of the Me- s._v-—

>

rovingian kings '^^ The Weftern angle of Ar-

morica acquired the new appellHtions of Coniwally

'and the Leffer Britain \ and the vacant lands of

the Ofifmii were filled by a (Irange people, who,

under the authority of their counts and bifliops,

preferved the laws and language of their anceflors.

To the feeble defcendants of Clovis and Charle-

mas-ne, the Britons of Armorica, refufed the cuf-

tomary tribute, fubdued the neighbouring dio-

ccfes ofVannes, Rennes, and Nantes, and formed

a powerful, though vaflal, ftate, which has been

united to the crown of France '".

Scriptores port Beaain, p. 50. The fpiilt of the Corni!h knights

was degraded by lervitude ; and it fliould feeni, from the Romance

of Sir Trilh:nn, that th6ir cowardice was almoft proverbial.

'36 The eftablifhment of the Britons in Gaul is proved in the

fi>:th century, by Prccopius, Gregory of Tours, the fecond council

of Tours (A. D. 567.), and the leaft fufpicious of their chronicles

and lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bifhop of the Britons to

the firfl; council of Tours (A. D. 4.61. or rather 481.), the army of

Riothamus, and the loofe declamation of Gildas (alii tranfmarinas

petebant regiones, c. 25. p. 8.), may countenance an emigration as

early as the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that sra, the

Britons of Armorica can be found only in romance; and I am fur-

prized that Mr. Whitaker (Genuine Hiftory of the Britons,

p. 214.— 221.) fliould fo faithfully tranfcribe the grofs igi'.orance of

Caite, whofe venial errors he has fo r-igoroufly chaftifed.

'37 The antiquities oi Bretagne, which have been the fubjeft even

of political controvcrfy, are iliuitrated by Hadrian Valefuis (Notitia

Galliarum, fub voce Britannia Cifmarina, p. 9S— 100.), M. d'An-

ville (Notice de I'Ancienne Gaule, Corifoplti, Curiofolites, Oftfmii, Vur-

ganium, p. 248. 258. 508. 7I0. and Etats de TEurope, p. j6—80.),

Longuerue (Defcription de la France, torn. i. p. 84.—94.), and the

Abbe de Vertot (Hift. Critique de rEtablillement des Bretons dans

les Gaules, 2 vol. in i2nio. Paris, 1720.). I may alTume the

merit of examining the original evidence which they have produced.

C c -J In
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xJ^Yiil'
I" ^ century of perpetual, or at leaft impla-

.
,,
—

. cable, war, much courage, and fome fkill, muft

o'f Aj-thur.
^^^'^ been e::erted for the defence of Britain. Yec

if thennemory of its champions is almoft buried in

oblivion, we need not repine j fince every age,

however deftitute of fcience or virtue, fufficiently

abounds with acts of blood and military renown.

The tomb of Vortimer, the fon of Vortigern,

was eredled on the margin of the fea-fliore, as a

landmark formidable to the Saxons, whom he had

thrice vanquillied in the fields of Kent. Ambro-
fius Aurelian was defcended from a noble family

of Romans '^^; his modefty was equal to his va-

lour, and his valour, till the lafl: fatal action '^%

was crowned with fplendid fuccefs. But every

BritiQi name is effaced by the illuftrious name of

Arthur '*'', the hereditary prince of the Silures,

in South Wales, and the eleflive king or general

cf tlie nation. According to the moft rational ac-

^i^ Bede, who in his chronicle (p. 28.) places Ambiofius under

the reign of Zeno (A. D. 474.—491. )> oblerves, that his parents

had been " purpiu:i induti ;" which he explains, in his eccleiiaftical

hiftory, by " regium nomen et infigne ferentibus" (1. i. c. 16. p. 53.)-

The exprefllion of Nenniiis (c. 44. p. 110. edit. Gale) is ftill more

fingular, " Unus de canjulihu% gentis Romanicae eft pater meus."

'39 By the unanimous, though doubtful, conjecture of our anti-

quarians, Ambrofms is confounded with Natanlcod, who (A. D.

50?.) loft his own life, and five thoufand of liis fubjefts, in a battle

:3o-ainftCerdic, the Weft Saxon (Chron. Saxon, p. 17, 18.),

»+° As I am a ftranger to the Wellh bards Myrdhin, Llomarch,

and TalielTin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur, prin-

cinally refts on the fimple and circumilantial teftimony of Nennius

(Hift. Brit. c. 62, 63. p. II4-.)- Mr. VVhitaker (Hift. of Man-

chefter, vol. ii. p. 31—71.) has framv.d an interelling, and even

i)robab!e, narrative of the wars of Arthur : though it is impolfible to

allow the reality of the round table.

count.
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count, he defeated, in twelve iuccefTive battles,
^x^^in!

the Angles of the North, and the Saxons of the < ^
—

»

Weft J
but the declining age of the hero was em-

bittered by popular ingratitude, and domeftic mif-

fortunes. The events of his life are lefs intereft-

in«-, than the finsular revolutions of his fame.

During a period of five hundred years the tradition

of his exploits was preferved, and rudely embel-

lillied, by theobfcure bards of Wales and Armo-

rica, who were odious to the Saxons, and un-

known to the reft of mankind. The pride and

curiofity of the Norman conquerors, prompted

them to enquire into tlie ancient hi (lory of Bri-

tain : they liftened with fond credulity to the tale

of Arthur, and eagerly applauded the merit of a

prince, who had triumphed over the Saxons, their

comm.on enemies. His romance, tranfcribed in

the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterwards

tranftated into the falhionable idiom of the times,

was enriched with the various, though incoherent,

ornaments, v/hich were familiar to the experience,

the learning, or the fancy, of the twelfth century.

The progrefs of a Phrygian colony, from the Ty-

ber to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the

fiible of the Mnc'id; and the royal anceftors of

Arthur derived their origin from Troy, and

claimed their alliance with the C:i^fars. His tro-

phies Vv'ere decorated with captive provinces, and

Imperial titles ; and his Danifli victories avenged

the recent injuries of his country. The gallantry

and fuperftition of the Britifli hero, his feafts and

tournaments, and the memorable inftitution of

C c 4 his
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xxxv^n' ^^'^ Knights of the Round Table.y were faiihfully

V-

—

/-"--J copied from the reigning manners of chivalry;

and the fabulous exploits of Uther's fon, appear

lefs incredible, than the adventures which were

atchieved by the entcrprifing valour of the Nor-

mans. Pilgrimage, and the holy wars, intro-

duced into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara-

bian m.agic. Fairies, and giants, flying dragons,

and enchanted palaces, were blended with the

more fimple fictions of the Weft ; and the fate of

Britain depended on the art, or the predidlions,

of Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned

the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights

of the Round Table : their names were celebrated

in Greece and Italy; and the voluminous tales of

Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were devoutly

fludied by the princes and nobles, who difregarded

the genuine heroes and hiftorians of antiquity.

At length the light of fcience and reafon was re-

kindled; the talifman v/as broken; the vifionary

fabric melted into air; and by a natural, though

unjuft, reverfe of the public opinion, the feverity

of the prefent age is inclined to queftion the f;v-

ijience of Arthur'*®.

Dcfoiatioa Refiftance, if it cannot avert, mull increafe the

miferies of conquefl: ; and conquefb has never ap-

peared more dreadful and deftruftive than in the

hands of the Saxons; who hated the valour of

^40 The progrefs of romance, and the ftate of learning, in the

middle ages, are illuftrated by Mr. Thomas Wharton, with the tafte

of a poet, and the minute diligence of an antiquarian. I have de-

rived much inftruftion from the two learned dilfertations prefixed to

the firil volume of his Hiftory of Englifli Poetry.

their

of Britain.
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their enemies, difdained the faith of treaties, and chap.

violated, vvithoutremorfe, themoft facred objedls

of the Chriftian worfhip. The fields of battle

might be traced, almofl: in every diftricl, by mo-
numents of bones J the fragments of falling towers

were (lained with blood; the laft of the Britons,

without diftinflion of age or fex, was maflacred ****

in the ruins of Anderida '*^i and the repetition of

fuch calamities was frequent and familiar under

the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the

laws and language, which the Romans had fo

carefully planted in Britain, were extirpated by

their barbarous fucceflbrs. After the deftrudion

of the principal churches, the bifhops, who had

declined the crown of martyrdom, retired with the

holy relicsinco Wales and Armorica; the remains

of their flocks were left deftitute of any fpi ritual

food i the prac'lice, and even the remembrance, of

Chriftianitv were abolifhedj and the Britifh clergy

mi::^ht obtain fome comfort from the damnation

of ':he idolatrous ftrangers. The kings of France

maintained the privileges of their Roman fubjeds;

but tiie ferocious Saxons trampled on the laws of

Rome, and of the emperors. The proceedings

I4-1 Hoc anno (490) ^Ih et Cifla obfederunt Andredes-Ceafter -

et inteifeceriint omnes qui id incoluerunt j adeo ut ne iinus Brito ibi

fiipcrftcs fueiit (Chron. Saxon, p. 15.); an expreflion more dreadful

in its fimpllcity, than all the vague and tedious lamentations of the

Biitifli Jeremiah.

'4* Andredes-Ceafter, or Anderida, is placed by Cambden (Bri-

tannia, vol. i. p. 258.) at Newenden, in the marftiy grounds of

Kent, which might be formerly covered by the fea, and on the edge

of the great forcft (Anderida), which overfpread lb large a portion of

Hampshire and Suffex.

of
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CHAP, of civil and criminal jurifdicllion, the titles of ho-
]KXXVIII.

nour, the forms of office, the ranks of fociety,

and even the domeflic rights of marriage, tefta-

ment, and inheritance, were finally fupprefTcd j

and the indifcriminate crowd of noble and plebeian

fiaves was governed by the traditionary cufl:oms,

which had been coarfely framed for the fnepherds,

and pirates of Germany. The language of fcience,

of bufinefs, and of converfation, which had been

introduced by the Romans, was loft in the general

defolation. A fufficient number of Latin or Celtic

words might be affumed by the Germans, to ex-

prefs their new wants and ideas '*^
; but thofe il-

literate Pagans preferved and eftablifhed the ufe of

their national dialed "^*. Almoft every narne,

confpicuous either in the church or ftate, reveals

its Teutonic origin ''^^
j and the geography of Eng-^

land was univerfally infcribed with foreign cha-

radlers and appellations. The example of a revo-

lution, fo rapid and fo complete, may not eafily

be found j but it will excite a probable fufpicion,

that the arts of Rome were lefs deeply rooted in

Britain than in Gaul or Spain; and that the na-

'4-5 Dr. Johnfon affirms, that/tw Englifli words areof Britirti ex-

traction. Mr. Whitaker, who underftands the Eritifli language,

has difcovered more than three tbcujand, and a£tually produces a long

and various catalogue (vol. ii. p. 2 35

—

Z-d-)' ^^ '^ poiuble, indeed,

that manyof thefe v/ords may have been imported from the Latin or

Saxon into the native idiom of Britain.

144 In the beginning of the feventh century, the Franks and the

Anglo-Saxons mutually underftood each other's language, which was

derived from the fame Teutonic root (Bede, 1. i. c. 25. p, 60.).

*4S After the firft generation of Italian, or Scottifli, miffionaries,

the dignities, of the church were filled with Saxon profelytes.

tive
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tive rudenefs of the country and its inhabitants, S^^P*
. XXXVIIL

was covered by a thin varnilli of Italian manners. <= -^ _f

This ftrange alteration has perfuaded hiftorians, semtude.

and even philofophers, that the provincials of Bri-

tain were totally exterminated ; and that the va-

cant land was again peopled by the perpetual in-

flux, and rapid increafe, of the German colonies.

Three hundred thoufand Saxons are /aid to have

obeyed the fummons of Hengift'^^i the entire

emigration of the Angles was atteftcd, in the age

of Bede, by the folitude of their native country**''i

and our experience has fhewn the free propaga-

tion of the human race, if they are call on a fruit-

ful wildernefs, where their fteps are unconfined,

and their fubfiftence is plentiful. The Saxoa king-

doms difplayed the face of recent difcovery and

cultivation: the towns were fmall, the villages

were diftant ; the hufbandry was languid and un-

Ikilful ; four rheep were equivalent to an acre of

the bed land'"*^i an ample fpace of wood and mo-
rafs was refigned to the vague dominion of na-

ture ; and the modern bifhopric of Durham, the

whole territory from the Tyne to the Tees, had

returned to its primitive ftate of a favage and foli-

^4-15 Carte's Hlftory of England, vol. i. p. 195. He quotes the

Bntifh hiftorians; but] much fear, that Jeffrey of Monniouth (1. vi.

c. 15.) is his only witnefs,

'+7 BcdCj/Hift. Ecclefiaft. 1. i. c. 15. p. 52. The faft is probable,

and well nttefted : yet fuch was the loofe intermixture of the German

Jribes, that we find, in a fubfequent period, the law of the Angli

and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. 479—486.).

'4^ See Dr. Henry's ukful and laborious Hiftory of Great Bri-

t'iin, vol. ii. p. 3?S.

tary
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CHAP, tary foreft '^'. Such imperfcdl population might

have been fupplied, in Ibme generations, by the

Englifli colonies ; but neither reaiun nor fads can

juflify the unnatural fuppofition, that the Saxons

of Britain remained aloi-ein the defert which they

had fubdued. After the fanguinary Barbarians

had fecured their dominion, and gratified their

revenge, it was their intercft to preferve the pea-

fants, as well as the cattle, of the unrefifdng

country. In each fucceffive revolution, the pa-

tient herd becomes the property of its new ma-

ilers j and the falutary compafb of food and la-

bour is filently ratified by their mutual necefiities.

Wilfrid, the apoftle of Sufiex'^", accepted from

his royal convert the gift of the peninfula of Sel-

fey, near Chichefter, with the perfons and pro-

perty of its inhabitants, who then amounted to

eighty-feven families. He releafed them at once

from fpiritual and temporal bondage; and two

hundred and fifty flaves of both fexes were bap-

tized by their indulgent mafter. The kingdom

of Suflfex, which fpread from the fea to the

Thames, contained feven thoufand families; twelve

hundred were afcribed to the Ifle of Wight ; and,

if v;e multiply this vague computation, it may

14^9 Quicquid (fays John of Tinemouth) inter Tynam et Tefam

fluvios extitit fola eremi vaftitudo tunc temporis fuit, et idcirco nul-

lius ditloni fervivit, eo quod fola indomitorum et fylveftrium anima-

ijum fpelunca et habitatio fuit (apud Carte, vol. i. p. 195. )• From

bifliop Nicholfon (Englifn Hiftorical Library, p. 65. 98.), I undcr-

itand, that fair copies of John of Tinemouth's ample Collections arc

prefervcd in the libraries of Oxford, Lambeth, £^c.

150 See the million of V/ilfrid, .Vc. in Bede, Hift. Ecdef, 1, Iv.

c. 13, 16. p. 155, J56. 159.

feem
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fcem probable, that England was cultivated by a S}^^.K'

million of fervants, or villains, who were attached

to the efbates of their arbitrary landlords. The

indigent Barbarians were often tempted to fell

their children or themfelves into perpetual, and

even foreign, bondage'"'; yet the fpecial exemp-

tions, which were granted to 7iatio?ial Haves '^%

fufficiendy declare, that they were much lefs nu-

merous than the ftrangers and captives, who had

loft their liberty, or changed their mafters, by the

accidents of war. When time and religion had

mitigated the fierce fpirit of the Anglo-Saxons,

the laws encouraged the frequent pradlice of ma-

numiflion J and their fubjecls, of Welfli or Cam-
brian extradlion, affume the refpedVabJe flation o^

inferior freemen, pofiefied of lands, and intitled

to the rights of civil fociety '^^ Such gentle

treatment might fecure the allegiance of a fierce

people, who had been recently fubdued on the

confines of Wales and Cornwall. The fao^c Ina

the legiflator of Wefiex, united the two nations

'5' From the concurrent teftimony of Bede (1. ii. c. i. p. 7S.),

and William of Malmfbuiy (1. iii. p. 102. )> it appears, that the

Anglo-Saxons, from the firft, to the laft, age, perfilted in this un-

natural practice. Their youths were publicly Ibid in the market of

Rome.
i5i According to the laws of Ina, they could not be lawfully fold

beyond the feas.

'53 The life of a Wallus, or Camhrkus, homo, who poflcfTed a hyde
of land, is fixed at 120 fliillings, by the fame laws (of Ina, tit. xxxii.

in Leg. Anglo-Saxon, p. 20.), which allowed 200 ftiillings for a

free Saxon, and 1200 for a Thane (fee likewife Leg. An<^lo-Saxon,

p. 71.). We may obferve, that thefe legiflators, the Weft-Saxons
and Mercians, continued their Britifh conquefts after they became
Chriltians. The laws of the four kings of Kent do not condefcend

to notice the exiftcnce of any fubject Britons,

in
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CHAP, in the bands of domeftic alliance j and four Bri-
XXXVIII.

tifh lords of Somerfetlhire may be honourably

diftinguifhed in the court of a Saxon monarch'^*.

The independent Britons appear to have re-

lapfed into the flate of original barbarifai, from

whence they had been imperfeflly reclaimed. Se-

parated by their enemies from the reft of man-

kind, they foon became an objeift of fcandal and

abhorrence to the Catholic world '". Chriftianity

was ftill profefled in the mountains of Wales; but

the rude fchifmatics, in the form of the clerical

tonfure, and in the dayo( the celebration of Eafter,

obftinately refifted the imperious mandates of the

Roman pontiffs. The ufe of the Latin language

was infenfibly abolillied, and theBri4:ons were de-

prived of the arts and learning which Italy com-

municated to her Saxon profelytes. In Wales

and Armorica, the Celtic tc^ue, the native

idiom of the Weft, was preferved and propa-

gated i and the Bardsy who had been the compa-

nions of the Druids, were ftill prote6led, in the

fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth. Their

chief, a refpedable officer of the courts of Peng-

wern, or Aberfraw, or Caermathaen, accompa-

nied the king's fervants to war: the monarchy of

the Britons, which he fung in the front of battle,

excited their' courage, and juftified their depre-

154 See Carte's Hift. of England, vol. i, p. i/S.

^iS At the conclufion of his hiftory (A. D. 731. )» Bede defcribes

the ecclefiaftical ftate of the ifland, and cenfures the implacable,

though impotent, hatred of the Britons againft the Englifli nation,

and the Catholic church (1. v. c. 23, p. 219.).

9 xiationsj
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dations ; and the fongfter claimed for his leo-ici- chap.
. . XXXVIII

mate prize the faireft heifer of the fpoil. His

fubordinate minifters, the maflers and difciples of

vocal and inftrumental mufic, vifited, in their re-

fpecftive circuits, the royal, the noble, and the

plebeian houfes J and the public poverty, almofl

exhauded by the clergy, was opprefifed by the

importunate deiTjands of the bards. Their rank

and merit were afcertained by folemn trials, and

the ftrong belief of fupcrnatural infpiration ex-

alted the fancy of the poet, and of his audi-

ence '". The lafi: retreats of Celtic freedom, the

extreme territories of Gaul and Britain, were lefs

adapted to agriculture than to pafturage : the

v/ealth of the Britons confided in their Rocks and

herds i milk and flefh were their ordinary foodj

and bread was fometimes efteemed, or rejefled, as

a foreign luxury. Liberty had peopled the moun-
tains of Wales and the morafies of Armorica:

but their populoufnefs has been malicioufly

afcribed to the loofe practice of polygamy; and

the houfes of thefe licentious barbarians have

been fuppofed to contain ten wives, and per-

haps fifty children '^^ Their difpofition was rafh

^57 Mr. Pennant's Tour In Wales (p. 426—449.) has furniflied
'

me with a curious and interefting account of the Welfli bar.ls. In

the year 156S, a feirion was held at Caerwys by the fpecial com-
mand of queen Elizabeth, and regular degrees in vocal and inftru-

jTiental muhc were conferred on fifty-five minftrels. The prize (a

fjlver harp) was adjudged by the Moftyn family.

IS* Regio longe lateque difFufa, milite, magis quam crediblle fit.

referta. Partibus equidem in illis miles unus quinquaginta generat,

fortitus more barbaro denas aut amplius uxores. This reproach of

William of Poitiers (in the Hiftorians of France, torn. xi. p. S8.)

is dilchimed by the BenedJ<ctinc editors.

and



400 THE DECLINE AND FALL
c "^„^' and choleric : they were bold in aflion and

in fpeech'^^j and as they were ignorant of the

arts of peace, they alternately indulged their paf-

fions in foreign and domeflic war. The cavalry

of Armorica, the fpearmen of Gvvent, and the

archers of Merioneth, were equally formidable ;

but their poverty could feldom procure either

fhields or helmets j and the inconvenient weight

would have retarded the fpeed and agility of their

defultory operations. One of the greatefl of the

Englifh monarchs was requelled to fatisfy the

curiofity of a Greek emperor concerning the ftate

of Britain J
and Henry IL could aflert, from his

perfonal experience, that Wales was inhabited

by a race of naked warriors, who encountered

without fear, the defenfive armour of their ene-
1 60

mies

obfcureor By the revolution of Britain, the limits of fci-

fabulous
pnce, as well as of empire, were contrafted. The

Itate or ^ '

Britain. dark cloud, which had been cleared by the Phoe-

nician difcoveries, and finally difpelled by the

arms of Casfar, again fettled on the fhores of tlie

Atlantic, and a Roman province was again loft

among the fabulous illands of the Ocean. One

Jiundred and fifty years after the reign of Hono-

iJ9 Giraldus Cambrenfis confines this gift of bold and ready elo-

quence to the Romans, the French, and the Britons. The mali-

cious WeUhman infinuates, that the Englifh taciturnity might pofll-

bly be the effeft of their fervitude under the Normans.

160 Xhe pi(Elure of Welfh and Armorican manners is drawn from

Giraldus (Defcript. Cambrias, c. 6— 15. inter Script. Cambden.

p. 886 — 891.), and the authors quoted by the Abbe de Vertot

(Hift. Critique, torn. ii. p. 259—266,).

rius.
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rius, the gravefl: hiftorian of the times '^' defcribes
xxxvin*

the wonders of a remote ifle, whofe eaftern and :—v-—

^

weftern parts are divided by an antique wall, the

boundary of life and death, or, more properly,

of truth and fidion. The eafl; is a fair country,

inhabited by a civilifed people : the air is healthy,

the waters are pure and plentiful, and the earth

yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the

-weft, beyond the wall, the air is infectious and

mortal j the ground is covered with ferpents ;

and this dreary folitude is the region of departed

fpirits, who are tranfported from the oppofite

fliores in fubftantial boats, and by living rowers.

Some families of fifhermen, the fubje6ls of the

Franks, are excufed from tribute, in confideration

of the myfterious office which is performed by

thefe Charons of the ocean. Each in his turn is

fummoned, at the hour of midnight, to hear the

voices, and even the names, of the ghofts : he

is fenfible of their weight, and he feels himfelf

impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftible, power.

After this dream of fancy, we read with aftonilh-

ment, that the name of this illand is Brittia ; that

it lies in the ocean, againiT: the mouth of the

Rhine, and Icfs than thirty miles from the con-

tinent ; that it is poffefired by three nations, the

Frifians, the Angles, and the Britons ; and that

fome Angles had appeared at Conftantinople, in

'<'' See Procopius de Bell. Gothic. 1. iv. c. 20. p. 620—625.

The Greek, liiitorian is himklf fo confoiindeil by the wonders which

he relates, that he weakly attenii)ts to diftinguifli the iflands of

Brittta and Britain, which he his identified by fo many infeparabie

circuinilances.

Vol. VI. D d the
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c H A P. the train of the French ambaffadors. From thefe
XXXVIII.

, ^ , T^ . • , ,
• r ^ r

^ -^- __ amballadors Prccopius nmgnt be miurmed of a

fingular, though not improbable, adventure,

which announces the fpirit, rather than the deli-

cacy, of an Engliib heroine. She had been be-

trothed to Radiger king of the Varni, a tribe of

•Germans v/ho touched the ocean and the Rhine
5

but the perfidious lover was tempted, by motives

of policy, to prefer his father's widow, the fiftcr

of Theodebert king of the Franks "'\ The for-

faken princefs of the Angles, inftead of bewail-

ing, revenged her difgrace. Her warlike fubjefts

are faid to have been ignoxant of the ufe, and

even of the form, of an horfe; but fhe boldly

failed from Britain to the mouth of the Rhine,

with a fleet of four hundred fhips, and an army

of one hundred tlioufand men. After the lofs

of a battle, the captive Radiger implored the

mercy of his vi(5lorious bride, who generoufly

pardoned his offence, difmilTed her rival, and

compelled the king of the Varni to difcharge

with honour and fidelity the duties of an huf-

band,"'^ This gallant exploit appears to be the

laft

t6i Theodebert, grandfon of Clovis, and king of A'.iftraCa, was

the mcift powerful and warlike prince of the age ; and this rennark-

able adventmc may be placed between the years 534 and 547, the

extreme lerms of his vfign. His fifter Theudechildis letired to Sens,

where fiie fomuled monaltcrics, and diftributed alms (fee the notes

of the Eenedi>nine editors, in torn. ii. p. 216.). If we may credit

the praifes of Fcrtunatus (1. vl. carin. 5. in torn. ii. p. 507.), Ra-

dicer was deprived of a nioO: valuable wife.

165 Perhaps (he was the fifter of one of the princes or chiefs of the

Arif'lesj who landed in 527, and the following years, betv/een the

Kumbe*"
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lafl naval enterprife of the Anelo-Saxons. The c H /\ p.

r •
I 1-11 u A -J xxxviir.

arts of navigation, by which they had acquired _e

the empire of Britain and of the fea, were foon

negleded by the indolent Barbarians, who fu-

pinely renounced all the commercial advantages

of their infular fituation. Seven independent

kingdoms were agitated by perpetual difcord j

and the Britijh world was feldom connected, eiiher

in peace or war, wuth the nations of the con-

tinent ^^^.

I have now accompliflied the laborious narra- Fail of the

tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, empire in

from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto-

nines, to its total extinction in the Weft, about

five centuries after the Chriftian sra. At that

unhappy period, the Saxons fiercely ftruggled

with the natives for the pofTenion of Britain :

Gaul and Spain were divided between the power-

ful monarchies of the Franks and Viilgoths, and

the i^ependenc kingdoms of the Suevi and Bur-

gundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel perfe-

cution of the Vandals, and the favage infuhs of

the Moors : Rome and Italy, as far as the banks

Humber and the Thames, and gradually founded the kingdoms of

Eaft Angiia and Mercia. The Englifh writers are ignorant of her

name and exillence : but Procopius may have fuggelted to Mr. Rowe
the charafter and fituation of Rodugune in the trageuy of the Royal

Convert.

>^+ In the copious hiftory of Gregory of Tours, we cannot find

any traces of hoftile or tricndiy intcrcouife between France and

England, except in the mairiage of the daughter of Caribeit king

of Paris, quam regis cujufdam in Canti,a filius matrlmonio copula-

vit (1. ix- c. 26. in torn. ii. p. 34.S.). The bifliop of Tours ended

his hiftory and his life almoft immediately before the converfion of

Kent.

D d 2 of
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JJL^TT^* ^^ ^''^^ Danube, were affli6led by an army of Bar-

barian mercenaries, whofe lawlers tyranny was

fucceeded by the reign of Theodoric the Oftro-

goth. Ail t;ie fubje6ts of the empire, who, by

the ufe of the Latin language, more particularly

deferved the name and privileges of Romans,

were oppreiled by the difgrace and calamities of

foreign conqueft; and the vidlorious nations of

Germany eftabliflied a new fyftem of manners

and government in the weflern countries of Eu-

rope. The majefty of Rome was faintly repre-

sented by the princes of Conftantinople, the feeble

and imaginary fucceflbrs of Auguftus. Yet they

continued to reign over the Eaft, from the Da-

nube to the Nile and Tigris j the Gothic and

Vandal kingdoms of Italy and Africa were Tub-,

verted by the arms of Juftinian •, and the hiflory

of the Greek emperors may flill aftord a long

feries of inltruLlive ItfTons, and interefting rc^

volutions.

i
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General Obfervations en the Fall of th: Roman

Empire in the PFeji.

THE Greeks, afcer their country had been

reduced into a province, imputed the tri-

umphs of Rome, not to the merit, but to the

FORTUNE, of the republic. The inconflant god-

defs, who fo blindly diftributes and refumes her

favours, had now confented (fuch was the lan-

guage of envious flattery) to refign her wings, to

defcend from her globe, and to fix her firm and

immutable throne on the banks of the Tyber *.

A wifer Greek, who has compofed, with a phi-

lofophic fpirir, the memorable hiftory of his own

times, deprived his countrymen of this vain and

delufive comfort, by opening to their view the

deep foundations of the greatnefs of Rome '^. The
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the

ftate, was confirmed by the habits of education,

and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well

as virtue, was the principle of the republic -, the

ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemn

' Such are the ficrurative exprcffions of Plutarch (Opera, torn. ii.

p. 318. edit. Wecliel), to whom, on the faith of his fon Lamprias

(Fabricius, Bibliot. Grsec. torn. iii. p. 341. )» ^ ^^^^ boldly impute

the malicious declamation, wsji tdj Vosy-ano-/ Tu^rn;, The fame opi-

nions had prevailed among the Greeks two hundred and fifty years

before Plutarch ; and to confute them, is the profefied intention of

Polybius (Hilt. 1. i. p. 90. edit. Gronov. Amitel. 1670.).

* See the ineftimable remains of the fixth book of Polybius, and

many other parts of his general hiftory, particularly a digrefTion in

the feventeenth book, in which he compares the phalanx and the

legion.

D d 3 glories



4G(S THE DECLINE AND FALL

glories of a triumph ; and the ardour of the Ro-

man youth was kindled into adlive emulation, as

often as they beheld the domeftic images of their

anceftors \ The temperate flruggles of the pa-

tricians and plebeians had finally eflablillied the

firm and equal balance of the conftitutionj which

united the freedom of popular aflemiblies, with

the authority and wifdom of a fcnate, and the

executive powers of a regal magidrate* When
the conful difplayed the ftandard of the republic,

each citizen bound himfelf, by the obligation of

an oath, to draw his fword in the caufe of his

country, till he had difcharged the facred duty by

a military fervice of ten years. This wife infti-

tution continually poured into the field the ri-

fing generations of freemen and foldiers ; and

their numbers were reinforced by the warlike and

populous ftates of Italy, who, after a brave refift-

ance, had yielded to the valour, and embraced

the alliance, of the Romans. The fage hiftorian,

who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio, and

beheld the ruin of Carthage % has accurately

defcribed their military fyftem j their levies, arms,

exercifcs, fubordination, marches, encampmentsj

3 S.iUufi-, de Bell. Jugnfthin. c. 4. Such were the generous pro-

fcffions of P. Scipio and Q^ Maximns. The Latin hiftorian had

read, and moft probably trunfcribes, Polybius, their contemporary

and friend.

4 While Carthas^e was in flames, Scipio repeated tv/o lines of the

Iliad, which exprels the dtiiruiStion of Tioy, acknowledging to Po-

jybius, his friend and preceptor (Polyb; in Excerpt, de Virtut. et

Vit. torn. ii. p. 1455— 14-65). that while he recolle(51ed the viciffi-

tudes of human affairs, he inwardly applied them to the future cala-

mities of Rome (Applan. in Libycis, p, 136. edit. Toll.).

and
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and the invincible legion, fuperior in adtive

flrength to the Macedonian phalanx of Philip and

Alexander. From thefe inftitucions of peace and

war, Polybius has deduced the fpirit and fuccefs

of a people, incapable of fear, and impatient of

repofe. The ambitious defign of conqueft, whicli

might have been defeated by the feafonable con-

fpiracy of mankind, was attempted and atchiev-

ed j and the perpetual violation of judice was

maintained by the political virtues of prudence

and courage. The arms of the republic, fome-

times vanquifhed in battle, always vi6lorious in

war, advanced with rapid fteps to the Euphrates,

the Danube, the Rhine, and the Ocean 5 and the

imagesof gold, or filver, or brafs, that might ferve

to reprefent the nations and their kings, were

fucceflively broken by the ircn m.onarchy of

Rom/*.

.

The rife of a city, v/hjch fweiled into an

cm.pire, may deferve, as a fingular prodigy, the

reflrdion of a philofuphic mind. But the decline

of Rome was the natural and inevitable effect of

immoderate greatnefs. Prorperity ripened the

principle of decay j the caufes of deflruvftion

multiplied with the extent of conqued ; ?.nd as

foon as time or accident had removed the artificial

? See Daniel ii. 31—40. " And the fo'.iith kingdom flmll b^ftrong

" as />c« ; forainuich as iron breakcth in pieces, and lubdueth all

" things." The remainder of the prophecy (the mixture of iron

and day) was accorupUfned, accordinfj to Sf. Jerom, in his own

ime. Sicut enim in princinio nihil Romano Imperio fortius et du -

riiis, ita in fine rerum nihil imbecilliiis : qtium et in bcllis ;ivilibus

et adverfus divcrlas nationes, aliaruin gentium barba.arum auxiliw

indigenous (O^jcra, torn. v. p. ST^-)'

D d 4 fupports,
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fupports, the ftupendous fabric yielded to the

preflure of its own weight. The ftory of its ruin

is fimple and obvious; and inftead of enquiring

why the Roman empire was deftroyed, we fhould

rather be furprifed that it had fubfifted fo long.

The vidtorious legions, who, in diftant wars,

acquired the vices of ftrangers and mercenaries,

firft opprefied the freedom of the republic, and

afterwards violated the majefty of the purple.

The emperors, anxious for their perfonal fafety

and the public peace, were reduced to the bafe

expedient of corrupting the difcipline which ren-

dered them alike formidable to their fovereign

and to the enemy ; the vigour of the military

government was relaxed, and finally diflblved,

by the partial inditutions of Conflantinej and

the Roman world was ovcrv»?heimed by a deluge

of Barbarians.

The decay of Rome has been frequently afcrib-

cd to the tranflation of the feat of empire ; but

this hiftory has already fhewn, that the powers of

government were dividedj rather than removed.

The throne of Conftantinople was eredled in the

Eafti while the Weft was ftill pofielTed by a

feries of emperors vvho held their refidence in

Italy, and claimed their equal inheritance of the

legions and provinces. This dangerous novelty

impaired the ftrength, and fomented the vices, of

a double reign : the inftruments of an oppreflive

and arbitrary fyftem were multiplied; and a vain

emulation of luxury, not of merit, was intro-

duced and fupported between the degenerate

luccefTors
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fucceflbrs of Theodofius. Extreme diftrefs, which

unites the virtue of a free people, embitters the

fadions of a declining monarchy. The hoftile

favourites of Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the

republic to its common enemies ; and the Byzan-

tine court beheld with indifference, perhaps with

pleafure, the difgrace of Rome, the misfortunes

of Italy, and the lofs of the Weft. Under the

fucceeding reigns, the alliance of the two empires

was reftored; but the aid of the Oriental Romans
was tardy, doubtful, and ineftedual j and the

national fchifm of the Greeks and Latins was

enlarged by the perpetual difference of language

and manners, of intereft, and even of religion.

Yet the falutary event approved in fome meafure

the judgment of Conftantine. During a long

period of decay, his impregnable city repelled

the victorious armies of Barbarians, protefted the

wealth of AHa, and commanded, both in peace

and war, the important ftreights which connedt

the Euxine and Mediterranean feas. The foun-

dation of Conftantinople more eflentially con-

tributed to the prefervation of the Eaft, than to

the ruin of the Welt.

As the happinefs of a future life is the great

objed of religion, we may hear without furprifc

or fcandal, that the introdu6tion, or at leaft the

abufe, of Chriftianity, had fome influence on the

decline and fall of the Roman empire. The
clergy fuccefsfuliy preached the doctrines of pa-

tience and pufillanimity ; the a6live virtues of

fociety were difcouraged ; and the lafl: remains

of
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of military fpirit were buried in the cloyfter: 3

large portion of public and private wealth was

confecrated to tlie Ipecious demands of charity

and devotion j and the foldiers pay was lavifhed

on the ufelefs multitudes of bothfexes, who could

only plead the merits of abltinence and chaftity.

Faith, zeal, curiofity, and the more earthly paf-

fions of malice and ambition, kindled the flame

of theological difcord j the church, and even the

Hate, were diftracted by religious fadions, whofe

conflicls were fometimes bloody, and always

implacable; the attention of the emperors was

diverted from cam.ps to iynods ; the Roman world

was opprelTed by a new fpecies of tyranny; and

the perfecuted fefls became the fecret enemies of

their country. Yet party-fpirit, however per-

nicious or abfurd. Is a principle of union as well

as of difiention. The bifhops, from eighteen

hundred pulpits, inculcated the duty of pafTive

obedience to a lawful and orthodox fovereignj

their frequent aflemblies, and perpetual corre-

fpondence, maintained the communion of diftant

churches ; and the benevolent temper of the go-

fpel was ftrengthened, though confined, by the

Spiritual alliance of the Catholics. The facred

indolence of the monks was devoutly embraced

by a fervile and effeminate age; but if fuperfti-

tion had not afforded a decent retreat, the fame

vices would have tempted the unworthy Romans

to defert, from bafer motives, the ftandard of the

republic. Religious precepts are eafily obeyed,-

which indulge and fantlify the natural inclinations

of
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of their votaries; but the pure and genuine influ-

ence of Chriftianity may be traced in its beneficial,

though imperfefb, effe(^s on the Barbarian pro-

felytes of the North. If the decline of the Roman

empire was haflened by the converfion ot Coo-

ftantine, his victorious religion broke the vibl'.^nce

of the fall, and molliiied the ferocious temper of

the conquerors.

This awful revolution may be ufefully applied

to the inflruclion of the prefent age. In is the

duty of a patriot to prefer and promote the ex-

clufive intereft and glory of Iiis native country :

but a philofopher may be permitted to enlarge

his views, and to confider Europe as one great

republic, whofe various inhabitants have attained

almoft the fame level of politenefs and cultivation.

The balance of power will continue to fluctuate,

and the profperity of our own, or the neighbour-

ing kingdoms, may be alternately exalted or de-

prelTed ; but thefe partial events cannot eilcn-

tially injure our general date of happinefs, the

fyftemofarts, and laws, and manners, which (<>

advantageoufly diftinguifh, above the rell of man-

kind, the Europeans and their colonies. The

favage nations of the globe are the common ene-

mies of civilifed focietyj and we may inquire

with anxious curiofity, whether Europe is ftill

threatened with a repetition of thofe calamities,

which formerly opprefied the arms and inllitu-

tions of Rome. Perhaps the fame reftedions

will illuftrate the fail of that mighty empire, and

explain the probabk caufes of our aftual fecurity.

I. The
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I. The Romans were ignorant of the extent of

their danger, and the number of their enemies.

Beyond the Rhine and Danube, the northern

countries of Europe and Afia were filled with

innumerable tribes of hunters and Ihepherds,

poor, voracious, and turbulent; bold in arms,

SLnd impatient to ravifh the fruits of induflry*

The Barbarian world was agitated by the rapid

impulfe of warj and the peace of Gaul or Italy

was fhaken by the diftant revolutions of China.

The Huns, who fled before a vidlorious enemy,

directed their march towards the Weft i and the

torrent was fwelled by the gradual acceflion of

captives and allies. The flying tribes who yielded

to the Huns, afi^umed in ibeir turn the fpirit of

conqueiti the endlels column of Barbarians

prefixed on the Roman empire with accumulated

weight 3 and, if the foremoft were deftroyed, the

vacant fpace was inftantly repleniflied by new

aflailants. Such formidable emi2:rations can no

longer iflfue from the North ; and the long

repofe, which has been imputed to the decreafe

of population, is the happy confeqnence of the

progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inftead of fome

rude villages, thinly fcattered among its woods

and morafles, Germany now produces a lift of

two thoufand three hundred walled towns : the

Chriftian kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and

Poland have been fuccefilvely eftablifliedj and

the Hanfe merchants, with the Teutonic knights,

have extended their colonies along the coaft of

the Baltic, as far as the Gulf of Finland. From

9 the
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the Gulf of Finland to the Faflern Ocean, RufTia

now afTumes the form of a powerful and civilifed

empire. The plough, the loom, and the forge

are introduced on the banks of the Volga, the

Oby, and the Lena^ and the fierce'fl: of the Tar-

tar hords have been taught to tremble and obey.

The reign of independent Barbarifm is now con-

trafled to a narrow fpan ; and the remnant of

Calmucks or Uzbecks, whofe forces may be al-

moft numbered, cannot ferioufly excite the ap-

prehenfions of the great republic of Europe *.

Yet this apparent fecurity fhould not tempt us to

forget that new enemies, and unknown dangers,

may pojfibly arife from fome obfcure people,

fcarcely vifible in the map of the world. The
Arabs or Saracens, who fpread their conquefU

from India to Spain, had languifhed in poverty

and contempt, till Mahomet breathed into thofe

favage bodies the foul of enthufiafm.

II. The empire of Rome was firmly eftablifhed

by the fingular and perfeffl coalition of its mem-
bers. The fubjc6l nations, refigning the hope,

and even the willi, of independence, embraced

the charader of Roman citizens j and the pro-

vinces of the Weft were relu(ftantly torn by the

6 The French and Engli(h editors of the Genealogical Hiftory

of the Tartars have fubjoined a curious, though imperfcd, delcrip-

tion of their prefent ftate. We might queftion the independence of

the Calmucks, or Eluths, iince they have been recently vanquiflied

by the Chincfe, who, in the year 1759, fubdued the lefler Bucharia,

and advanced into the countiy of Badakfhan, near the lources

of the Oxus (Memoires fur les Chinois, torn. i. p. 325—

i

4.00.). But thefe conqutfts are precarious, nor wjII I venture to

cnliire the fafety of the Chinefe empire.

Barbarians
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Barbarians from the bofom of their mother-
country ^ But this union was purchafed by the

lofs of national freedom and military fpirit;

and the fervile provinces, deflitute of life and

motion, expefled their fafety from the mercenary

troops and governors, who were direfled by the

orders of a dillant court. The happinefs of an

hundred millions depended on the perfonal merit

of one, or two, men, perhaps children, whofe

minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and

defpotic power. The deepeft wounds were in-

flitled on the empire during the minorities of the

fons and grandfons of Theodofius j and after

thofe incapable princes feemed to attain the

age of manhood, they abandoned the church

to the bifliops, the ftate to the eunuchs,

and the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is

now divided into twelve powerful, though un-

equal, kingdoms, three refpedlable common-
wealths, and a variety of fmaller, though inde-

pendent, ftates : the chances of royal and

minifterial talents are multiplied, at lead, with

the number of its rulers; and a Julian, or Semi-

ramis, may reign in the North, while Arcadius

and Honorius again flumber on the thrones of

the South. The abufes of tvranny are retrained

by the mutual influence of fear and fhamej re-

publics have acquired order and ftability -, mo-

narchies have imbibed the principles of freedom,

7 The prudent reader will netermine how far this general prcpo-

fition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifanrians, the independence

of Britain and Annorica, the Moorifli tribes, or the Bagiudae of

Gaul and Spain (vol. i. p. 340. vol. iii. p. 273- 337- 434-)*

-i- or.
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or, at lead, of moderation ; and fome fenfe of

honour and juftice is introduced into the moft

defedive conltitucions by the general manners of

the times. In peace, the progrefs of knowledge

and induftry is accelerated by the emuJacion of

fo many active rivals : in war, the European

forces are exercifed by temperate and undecifive

contefls. If a favage conqueror fliould ifTue from

the deferts of Tartary, he muft repeatedly v.in-

quifh the robuft peafants of Ruffia, the numerous

armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of France,

and the intrepid freemen of Britain -, who, per-

haps, might confederate for their common de-

fence. Should the victorious Barbarians carry

flavery and defolation as far as the Atlantic

Ocean, ten thoufand vefTels would tranfport be-

yond their purfuit the remains of civilifcd fociety;

and Europe would revive and flourilh in the

Am.erican world, which is already filled with

her colonies, and inftitutions ^

III. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and

fatigue, fortify the (trength and courage of Bar-

barians. In every age they have opprefTed the

polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and

Perfia, who neglected, and ftill negle<5V, to coun-

terbalance thefe natural powers by the refources

of military art. The warlike flates of antiquity,

* America now contains about fix millions of European blood

and defcentj and their numbers, at leaft in the North, are conti-

nually increafing. Whatever may be the changes of their political

fituation, they muft prefei-ve the manners of Europe; and we may
refleft with fome pleafure, that the Englifh language will probably

^e difFufed over an immenfe and populous continent,

Greece,
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Greece, Macedonia, and Rome, educated a race

of foldiersj exercifed their bodies, difciplined

their courage, multiplied their forces by regular

evolutions, and converted the iron, which they

poflefled, into ftrong and ferviceable weapons.

But this fuperiority infenfibly declined with their

laws and manners; and the feeble policy of Con-

llantine and his fuccefTors armed and inftrudted,

for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of

the Barbarian mercenaries. The military art

has been changed by the invention of gunpowder;

which enables man to command the two mod
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe-

matics, chymiftry, mechanics, architecture, have

been applied to the fervice of war; and the ad-

verfe parties oppofe to each other the mod ela-

borate modes of attack and of defence. Hifto-

rians may indignantly obferve, that the prepara-

tions of a fiege would found and maintain a

flourifhing colony'; yet we cannot be difpleafed,

that the fubverfion of a city fhould be a work of

cod and difficulty; or that an induftrious people

ihould be proteCled by thofe arts, which furvive

9 On avoit fait venir (for the fiege of Turin) 140 pieces de

canon ; et il eft a remaiqiier que chaqoe gios canon monte revjent a

fwviron 2000 ecus: il y avoit 110,000 boulets 5 106,000 cartouches

d'une fa9on, et 300,000 d'une autre ; 21,000 bombes ; 27,700 gre-

nades, 15,000 facs a terre, 30,000 inftriimens pour le pionnage;

1 ,200,000 livres de poudre. Ajoutez a ces munitions, le plomb, le

fer, et le fer-blanc, les cordages, tout ce qui fert aux mineurs, le

fouphre, le falpetre, les outiis de toute efpece. II eft certain que les

frais de tous ces preparatifs de deftruftion fufRroient pour fonder et

pour fail'.' fleurir la plus nombreufe colcnie. Voltaire, Siecle de

Louis XIV. c. XX. in his Works, torn. xi. p. 391.

and
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and fupply the decay of military virtue. Cannon

and fortifications now form an impregnable bar-

rier againft the Tartar horfe ; and Europe is

fecure from any future irruption of Barbarians

;

fince, before they can conquer, they mufl: ceafe

to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the

fcience of war would always be accompanied, as

we may learn from the example of Ruflia, with a

proportionable improvement in the arts of peace

and civil policy; and they themfelves muft de-

ferve a place among the poiifhed nations whom
they fubdue.

Should thefc fpeculations be found doubtful or

fallacious, there ftill remains a more humble

fource of comfort and hope. The difcoveries

of ancient and modern navigators, and the do*

medic hiftory, or traditions of the mod en-

lightened nations, reprefent the human favage,

naked both in mind and body, and deiVitute of

laws, of arts, of ideas, and almoft of language ".

From this abject condition, perhaps the primitive

and univerfal date of man, he has gradually

arifen to command the animals, to fertilife the

earth, to travcrfe the ocean, and to meafure the

'° It would be an eafy, though tedious taflt, to produce the

authorities of poets, philofophers, and hiftorians. I ftiall therefore

content myfelf with appealing to the decifive and authentic teftimony

of Diodorus Siculus (torn. i. 1. i. p. ii, X2. 1. iii. p. 184, &c.

edit. WefTtling.). The Ifthyophagi, v/ho in his time wandered

along tlie (hores of the Red Sea, can only be compared to the natives

of New Holland (Dampier's Voyages, vol. i. p. 464—469.).

Fancy, or perhaps reafon, may ftill fuppofe an extreme and abfolute

ftate of nature far below the level of thefe favages, who had acquired

fome arts and inftruments.

Vol. VI. E e heavens.
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heavens. His pKogrefs in the improvement and

exercife of his mental and corporeal faculties
"

has been irregular and various; infinitely flow in

the beginning, and increafing by degrees with

redoubled velocity: ages of laborious afcenc

have been followed by a moment of rapid down-
fal ; and the feveral climates of the o-jobe have

felt the vicifTitudes of light and darknefs. Yet
the experience of four thoufand years fhould

enlarge our hopes, and diminifli our apprehen-

fions : wc cannot determine to what height the

human fpecies may afpire in their advances to-

wards perfection ; but it may fafely be prefumed,

that no people, unlefs the face of nature is

changed, will relapfe into their original bar-

barifm. The improvements of fociety may be

viewed under a threefold afpefl. i. The poet

Qr philofopher illuftrates his age and country by

the efforts of a. Ji{/gk mind -, but thefe fuperior

powers pf reafon or fancy are rare and fponta-

neous productions ; and the genius of Homer, or

Cicero, or Ncv/ion;^ would excite lefs admira-

tion, if they could be created by the will of a

prince, cr the lellans of a preceptor. 2. The
benefits of law and policy, of trade and manu-

faiflures, of aris and fciences, are more folid and

permanent j and }na}:y individuals may be quali-

fied, by education and difcipline, to promote, in

their refpeCtive Rations, the interefl of the com-

'' See the learned ""d rational work of the Prefulent Goguet, de

J'Pi'igine ^es Loix, c!cs Arts etdcs Sciences. He traces from fails,

or conjei-lures (torn, i, p. 147—337, cJit, ismo,), tht firft and mofl

di^kult fte;j>3 of human invention.

munlty.
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munity. But this general order is the effefl of

(kill and labour; and the complex machinery-

may be decayed by time, or injured by violence.

3. Fortunately for mankind, the more ufeful,

or, at leafl:, more necelTary arts, can be per-

formed without fuperior talents, or national

fubordination ; v/ithout the powers of one, or the

union of ;;;^;zy. Each village, each family, each

individual, mufl always poflefs both ability ajid

inclination, to perpetuate the ufe of fire '" and

of metals j the propagation and fervice of do-

medic animals; the methods of hunting and

fifhing; the rudiments of navigation; the imper-

fed cultivation of corn, or other nutritive grain ;

and the fimple praflice of the mechanic trades.

Private genius and public induilry may be extir-

tirpated; but thefe hardy plants furvive the

tempeft, and ftrike an everlafting root into the

moft unfavourable foil. The fplendid days of

Auguflus and Trajan were eclipfed by a cloud of

ignorance; and the Barbarians fubverted the

laws and palaces of Rome. But the fcythe, the

invention or emblem of Saturn '% ftill con-

tinued annually to mow the harvefts of Italy;

>* It is certain, however ftrange, that many nations have been

ignorant of the ufe of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Olahcitc,

who are deftitute of metals, have not invented any earthen vefTeh

capable of fuftaining the ad ion of {m, and of communicating the

heat to the liquids which they contain.

>5 Plutarch. Qua:fl. Rom, in torn. ii. p. 275. Macrob. Saturnal-

I. i. c. 8. p. 152. edit. London. The arrival of Saturn (of his re-

ligious wdrfhip) in a, fnip, may indicate, that the favage coall of

Latiam was firft difcovcrcd and i.ivllifed by the Phoenicians,

X and
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and the human feafts of the L^ftrigons ** have

never been renewed on the coaft of Campania.

Since the firfc difcovery of the arts, war,

commerce, and religious zeal have diffufed,

among the favages of the Old and New World,
thefe ineftimable gifts : they have been fuccef-

fively propagated s they can never be loil. We
may therefore acquiefce in the pleafmg co'nclu-

fion, that every age of the world has increafed,

and ftill increafes, the real wealth, the happi-

nefs, the knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of

the human race ''.

^4- In the ninth and tenth books of the OJyfTey, Homer has em-
belliflied the tales of fearful and credulous fallors, who transformed

the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into monftrous giants.

'5 The merit of difcovery has too often been ftained with avarice,

cruelty, and fanaticifin ; and the intsrcourfe of nations has produced

the c<i)mmunication of difeufe and prejudice. A fingulax- exception

is due to the virtue of our own times and country. The five great

voj-agcs fucceliively undertaiicn by the command of his prefent Ma-
jcfty, were infpired by the pure and generous love of fcience and

of mankind. The fame prince, adapting his benefaftions to the diffe-

rent ftages of fociety, has founded a fchool of painting in his capital j

and has introduced into the illands of the South St-, the vegetables

and animals moft ufeful to human life.

I
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