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I
HAVE now deduced from Traian to Conftantine, from Con- CHAP.

. XLVIII.
ftantine to Heraclius, the regular feries of the Roman empe- ' /

Defeils of
rors ; and faithfully expofed the profperous and adverfe for- the Byzan-

tunes of their reigns. Yw^. centuries of the decline and fall of the ""^ hiftory.

empire have already elapfed ; but a period of more than eight hun-

dred years ftill feparates me from the term of my labours, the taking

of Conftantinople by the Turks. Should I perfevere in the fame

courfe, ihould I obferve the fame meafure, a prolix and ilender

thread would be fpun through many a volume, nor would the pa-

VoL. V. tient

>9^



2 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, tlent reader find an adequate reward of iaftrudion or amufement,
XLVIII.
L —,- _f At every ftep, as we fink deeper in the decline and fall of the

Eaftern empire, the annals of each fucceeding reign would impofe

a more ungrateful and melancholy taik. Thefe annals muil con-

tinue to repeat a tedious and uniform tale of weaknefs and mifery;

the natural connedion of caufes and events would be broken by

frequent and hafty tranfitions, and a minute accumulation of cir-

cumftances muft deftroy the light and effedT: of thofe general pidlu-es

which compofe the ufe and ornament of a remote hiRory. From

the time of Heraclius, the Byzantine theatre is contraded and

darkened : the line of empire, which had been defined by the laws

of Juftinian and the arms of Belifarius, recedes on all fides from our

view : the Roman name, the proper fubjed of our enquiries, is re-

duced to a narrow corner of Europe, to the lonely fuburbs of Con-

ftantinople ; and the fate of the Greek empire has been compared to

that of the Rhine, which lofes itfelf in the fands, before its waters

can mingle with the ocean. The fcale of dominion is diminiflied to

our view by the diftance of time and place : nor is the lofs of exter-

nal fplendour compenfated by the nobler gifts of virtue and genius.

In the laft moments of her decay, Conftantinople was doubtlefs more

• opulent and populous than Athens at her mofl: flourifhing sra, when

a fcanty fum of fix thoufand talents, or twelve hundred thoufand

pounds fterling, was pofieffed by twenty-one thoufand male citizens

of an adult age. But each of thefe citizens was a freeman, who

dared to affert the liberty of his thoughts, words, and adions; whofe

perfon and property were guarded by equal law j and who exer-

cifed his independent vote in the government of the republic. Their

numbers feem to be multiplied by the ftrong and various difcrlminations

of charader : under the iLielJ of freedom, on the wings of emulation

and vanity, each Athenian afpired to the level of the national dignity:

from this commanding eminence, feme chofen fpirits foared beyond the

1
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reach of a vuljrar eye : and the chances of fuperior merit In a cvcat C A P>

. XLVIII.
and populous kingdom, as they are proved by experience, would excufe _ ,-

'

f

the computation of imaginary millions. The territories of Athens,

Sparta, and their allies, do not exceed a moderate province of France

or England : but after the trophies of Salamis and Platsea, they ex-

pand in our fincy to the gigantic fize of Afia, which had been tram-

pled under the feet of the vidorious Greeks. But the fuhjeits of

the Byzantine empire, who aflume and diflionour the names both

of Greeks and Romans, prefent a dead uniformity of abjeil vices,

which are neither foftened by the weaknefs of humanity, nor ani-

mated by the vigour of memorable crimes. The freemen of anti-

quity might repeat with generous enthi^fiafm the fentence of Homer,
*' that on the hrft day of his fervitude, the captive is deprived of

" one half of his manly virtue." But the poet had only feen the

efFe,£is of civil or domeilic flavery, nor could he foretell that the

fecond moiety of manhood muft be annihilated by the fpiritual de-

fpotifm, which ihackles, not only the adions, but even the thoughts

«f the proftrate votary. By this double yoke, the Greeks were op-

preiTed under the fucceiTors of Heraclius ; the tyrant, a law of eter-

nal j\iftice, was degraded by the vices of his fubjeds ; and on the

throne, in the camp, in the fchools, we fearch, perhaps with fruitlefs

diligence, the names and charaders that may deferve to be refcued

from oblivion. Nor are the defeds of the fubjcd compenfated by
the ikill and variety of the painters. Of a fpace of eight hundred

years, the four firft centuries are overfpread v/ith a cloud interrupted

by fome faint and broken rays of hiftoric light : in the lives of the

emperors, from Maurice to Alexius, Bafil the Macedonian has alone

l)een the theme of a feparate work ; and the abfence, or lofs, or im-
perfedion of contemporary evidence, muft be poorly fupplied by the

doubtful authority of more recent compilers. The four laft cen-

turies are exempt from the reproach of penury : and with the Com-
B 2 nenian
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nenian family, the hiftoric mufe of Conftantinople again revives, birt

her apparel is gaudy, her motions are without elegance or grace. A
fucceihon of pricfts, or courtiers, treads in each other's footfteps in

the fame path of fervitude and fuperftition : their views are narrow,

their judgment is feeble or corrupt; and we clofe the volume of

copious barrennefs, ftill ignorant of the caufcs of events, the cha-

racters of the aftors, and the manners of the times, vv-hich they ce-

lebrate or dej)lore. The obfei'vation which has been applied to a

man, nviy be extended to a whole people, that the energy of tire

fword is communicated to the pen ; and it will be found by experience,

that the tone of hiftory will rife or fall with the fpirlt of the age.

Iti conncc- From thefe confitlerations, I ihould have abandoned without re-

revoiutions g^t thc Greek flaves and their fervile hiftorians, had I not reflciftcd

ef the world.
^^^^^. ^-^^ c.^^^ ^ ^j^^ Byzantine monarchy is paffivcly conneded wiih

the moil fplendid and important revolutions which have changed

tbre fiate of the world. The fpace of the loft provinces was imme-

diately repleniflied with new colonies and rifmg kingdoms : thc

adive virtues of peace and war deferted from the vanquifhed to the

vidlorious "nations ; and it is in their origin and ccmquefts, in tlieir

religion and government, that we muft explore the caufes and efFe^s

of the decline and fall of the Eaftern empire. Nor will this fcope of

narrative, the riches and variety of thcfc materials, be incompatible

with the unity of defign and compoHtion. As, in his daily prayers,

the JNlufalman of Fez or Delhi ftill turns his face towards the temple

of Mecca, the hiftorian's eye fliall be always fixed on the city of

Conftantinople. The excurfive line may embrace the wilds of Arabia

and Tartary, but the circle will be ultimately reduced to the de-

creafing limit of the Roman monarchy.

Plan of the On this principle I fliall now cftablifli the plan of the two laft

volumes.'"' volumes of the prefent work. The firft chapter will contain, in a

regular feries, the emperors who reigned at Conftantinople during a

period.
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period of fix hundred years, from the days of Heraclius to the Latin CHAP.
XLVIII

concjueft : a rapid abftrad, which may be fupported by a general y ,
' -

appeal to the order and t^xt of the original hiftorians. In this in-

trodudtion, I ihall confine myfelf to the revolutions of the throna,

the fuccefllon of families, the perfonal charaders of the Greek

princes, the- mode of their life and death, the maxims and influence

of their domeftic government, and the tendency of their reifn to

accelerate or fufpend the downfal of the Eaftern empire. Such a

chronological review will ferve to illuftrate the various argument of

the fubfequent chapters ; and each circumftance of the eventful flory

of the Barbarians will adapt itfelf in a proper place to the Byzantine

annals. The internal ftate of the empire, and the dangerous hereiy

of the Paulicians, which fhook the Eaft and enlightened the Weft, will

oe the fubje£l of two ieparate chapters ; but thele enquiries muft be

poftponed till our farther progrefs iliall have opened the view of the

vorld in the ninth and tenth centuries of the Chriftian a;ra. After

this foundation of Byzantine hiftory, the following nations will pais

before our eyes, and each will occupy the fpace to which it may

be entitled by greatnefs or merit, or the degree of connedion with

the Roman world and the prefent age. I. The Franks ; a general

appellation which includes all the Barbarians of France, Italy, and

Germany, who were united by the fvvord and fceptre of Char-

lemagne. The perfecution of images and their votaries, feparated

Rome and Italy from the Byzantine throne, and prepared the re-

ftoration of the Roman empire in the Weft. II, The Arabs or

Saracens. Three ample chapters will be devoted to this curious

and interefting objeft. In the nru:, after a pi(£lure of the country

and its inhabitants, I ihall inveftigate the charader of Mahomet

;

the character, religion, and fuccefs of the prophet. In the fecond

I iliall lead' the Arabs to the conqueft of Syria, Egypt, and Africaj

,

the provinces o£ the Pooman empire; nca• can I check their vido-

IQ rlcus•
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rious career till they have overthrown the monarchies of Pcrfu and

Spain. In the third I ihall enquire how Conilantinoplc and Europe

were faved by the luxury and arts, the divifion and decay, of the

empire of the caliphs. A fingle chapter will include, III. The Bul-

garians, IV. Hungarians, and, V. Russians, who aiTaulted

by fea or by land the provinces and the capital ; but the lail of

thefe, fo important in their prefent grcatnefs, will excite fome cu-

riofity in their origin and infancy. VI. The Normans ; or ra-

ther the private adventurers of that warlike people, who founded a

powerful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, fliook the throne of Con-

ftantiaople, difplayed the trophies of chivalry, and almoft realized

the wonders of romance. VII. The Latins ; the fubjeiSls of the

pope, the nations of the Weft, who enlifted imder the banner of

the crofs for the recovery or relief of the holy fepulchre. The

"Greek emperors were terrified and preferved by the myriads of pil-

grims who marched to Jerufalem with Godfrey of Bouillon and the

peers of Chriftendom. The fecond and third crufades trod in the

footfteps of the firft : Afia and Europe were mingled in a facred

•war of two hundred years ; and the Chriftian powers were bravely

refifted, and finally expelled, by Saladin and the Mamalukes of Egypt.

In thefe memorable crufades, a fleet and army of French and Vene-

tians were diverted from Syria to the Thracian Bofphorus : they

affaulted the capital, they fubverted the Greek monarchy : and a

clynafty of Latin princes was feated near threefcore years on the

throne of Conftantine. VIII. The Greeks themfelves, during this

period of captivity and exile, muft be confidered as a foreign na-

tion ; the enemies, and again the fovereigns, of Conftantinoplc.

Misfortune had rekindled a fpark of national virtue ; and the Im-

perial feries may be continued with fome dignity from their reftora-

tion to the Turkifli conqueft. IX. The Moguls and Tartars.

By the arms of Zingis and his delccndants, the globe was fliaken

from
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from China to Poland and Greece : the fultans were overthrown

:

the caliphs fell, and the Cxfars trembled on their throne. The vic-

tories of Timour fufpended above fifty years the final ruin of the

Byzantine empire. X. I have already noticed the firil appearance

of the Turks, and the names of the fathers, Sdjuk and Othman^

difcriminate the two fucceifive dynafties of the nation, which emerged"

in the eleventh century from the Scythian wilderneis. The former

eftabliihed a potent and fplendid kingdom from the banks of the

Oxus to Antioch and Nice ; and the firit crufade was provoked by^

the violation of Jerufalem and the danger of Conftantinople. From,

an humble origin, the Ottomans arofe, the fcourge and terror of Chrif-

ten3mn. Conftantinople was befieged and taken by Mahomet II..

and his triumph annihilates the remnant, the image, the title, of

the Roman empire in the Eafi:. The fchifm of the Greeks will be

connedted with their laft calamities, and the reftoration of learning

in the Weftern world. I ihall return from the captivity of the new^

to the ruins of ancient Rome : and the venerable name, the interefting

theme» will ihed a ray of glory on the conclufion of my labours.

THE emperor Heraclius had punlihed a tyrant and afcended his Second mar-

throne ; and the memory of his reign is perpetuated by the tranfient death of He-

conqueft, and irreparable lofs, of the Eaftern provinces. After the
"'^ *"''

death of Eudocia, his firft wife, he difobeyed the patriarch, and

violated the laws, by his fecond marriage with his niece Martina

;

and the fuperftition of the Greeks beheld the judgment of heaven

in the difeafes of the father and the deformity of his oiFspring. But

the opinion of an illegitimate birth is fufficient to diftradl the choice,

and loofen the obedience, of the people : the ambition of Martina

was quickened by maternal love, and perhaps by the envy of a ftep-

mothcr ; and the aged hufband was too feeble to withftand the arts

cf
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c A p. of Goniuial allurements. Coiiftantlnc, his clJeft fon, enjoyed in a
I 7

I j [

JO
t_l -,- . !> mature age the title of Auguftus ; but the weakncfs of his conilitu-

tion required a colleague and a guardian, and he yielded with fecret

A.D. 658, reludlance to the partition of the empire. The fenate was fum-

" ^ ^
moncd to the palace to ratify or atteft the affociation of Heracleonas,

the fon of Martina : the impofuion of the diadem was confecratcd

by the prayer and blefllng of the patriarch ; the fenators and patri-

cians adored the majeily of the great emperor and the partners of

his reign ; and as foon as the doors were thrown open, they were

. d. Cvh liailed by the tumultuary but important voice of the foldiers. After
]anuar)'. •' -

an interval of five months, the pompous ceremonies which formed

the eflcnce of the Byzantine ftate were celebrated in the cathedral

and the hippodrome : the concord of the royal brothers was affed:-

edly difplayed by the younger leaning on the arm of the elder ; and

the name of Martina was mingled in the reludant or venal accla-

mations of the people. Heraclius furvived this affociation about

A.D. 641, two years: his lafl: tcdament declared his two fons the equal heijs
ruary

. ^^ ^^^ Eaflcrn empire, and commanded them to honour his widow

Martina as their mother and thcic fovereign.

Conuan- AVhen Martina firft appeared on the throne with the name and

a"*D. 641, attributes of royalty, flie was checked by a firm, though refpedlful,

Pcbruary.
oppofition ; and the dying embers of freedom were kindled by the

breath of fuperftitious prejudice. " Wc reverence," exclaimed the

voice of a citizen, " we reverence the mother of our princes ; but

" to thofe princes alone our obedience is due ; and Conftantine, the

" elder emperor, is of an age to fuftain, in his own hands, the

" weight of the fceptre. Your fex is excluded by nature from the

" toils of government. How could you combat, how could you

" anlwer, the Barbarians, who, with hoilile or friendly intentions,

" may approach the royal city ? May heaven avert from the Ro-
*' man republic this national difgrace, which would provoke the

" patience
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" patience of the flaves of Perfia." Martina defcended from the C A P.

throne with indignation, and fought a refuge in the female apart- y- y '*

ment of the palace. The reign of Conftantine the third lafted only

one hundred and three days : he expired in the thirtieth year of his

age, and, although his life had been a long malady, a belief was

entertained that poifon had been the means, and his cruel ftep-

mother the author, of his untimely fate. Martina reaped indeed Heracieonas,

A. D. 641,
the har\'eil of his death, and aifumed the government in the name May 25.

of the furviving emperor ; but the inceftuous widow of Heraclius

was univerfally abhorred ; the jealoufy of the people was awakened,

and the two orphans whom Conftantine had left, became the objeds

of the public care. It was in vain that the fon of Martina, who
was no more than fifteen years of age, was taught to declare himfelf

the guardian of his nephews, one of whom he had prefented at

the baptifmal font : it was in vain that he fwore on the wood of the

true crofs, to defend them againft all their enemies. On his death-

bed, the late emperor had difpatched a trufty fervant to arm the

troops and provinces of the Eaft in the defence of his helplefs chil-

dren : the eloquence and liberality of Valentin had been fuccefsful,

and from his camp of Chalcedon, he boldly demanded the punilli-

ment of the aflaffins, and the reftoration of the lawful heir. The

licence of the foldiers who devoured the grapes and drank the wine

of their Afiatic vineyards, provoked the citizens of Conftantinople

againft the domeftic authors of their calamities, and the dome of

St. Sophia re-echoed, not v»ith prayers and hymns, but with the

clamours and imprecations of an enraged multitude. At their im-

perious command, Heracieonas appeared in the pulpit with the

eldeft of the royal orphans ; Conftans alone was.faluted as emperor

of the Romans, and a crown of gold, which had been taken from

the tomb of Heraclius, was placed on his head, with the folemn be-

«edidion of the patriarch. But in the tumult of joy and indigna-

VoL. V. G tion.
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Piiniihment

of Martina

and Heracle-

enas,

A. t>. 641,
September.

Conllans II.

A.D. 641,
September.

tion, the church was pillaged, the fanduary was polluted by a pro-

mifcuous crowd of Jews and Barbarians ; and the Monothelite Pyr-

rhus, a creature of the emprefs, after dropping a proteftation on the

altar, efcaped by a prudent flight from the zeal of the Catholics. A
more ferious and bloody tafk was referved for the fenate, who de-

rived a temporary ftrength from the confent of the foldiers and

people. The fpirit of Roman freedom revived the ancient and

awful examples of the judgment of tyrants, and the Imperial cul-

prits were depofed and condemned as the authors of the death of

Conftantine. But the feverity of the confcript fathers was ftained

by the indifcriminate puniihment of the innocent and the guilty

:

Martina and Heracleonas were fentenced to the amputation, the

former of her tongue,- the latter of his nofe ; and after this cruel

execution, they confumed the remainder of their days in exile and

oblivion. The Greeks who were capable of reflection might find

fome confolation for their fervitude, by obferving the abufe of power

when it was lodged for a moment in the hands of an ariftocracy.

We fliall imagine ourfelves tranfported five hundred years back-

wards to the age of the Antonines, if we liften to the oration which

Conilans 11. pronounced in the twelfth year of his age before the

Byzantine fenate. x\fter returning his thanks for the juft puniili-

ment of the aflUiiTms who had intercepted the faireft hopes of his

father's reign, " By the divine providence," faid the young em-

peror, " and by your righteous decree, Martina and her inceftuous

" progeny have been cafl; headlong from the throne. Your majefty

" and wifdom have prevented the Roman ftate from degenerating

" into lawlefs tyranny. I therefore exhort and befeech you to fl;and

" forth as the counfellors and judges of the common fafety." The

fenators were gratified by the refpeilful addrefs and liberal donative

of their fovereign ; but thefe fervile Greeks were unworthy and re-

gardlefs of freedom j and in his mind, the leifon of an hour was

quickly
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quickly erazed by the prejudices of the age and the habits of defpot- CHAP,
ifm. He retained only a jealous fear left the fenate or people ihould < -.- if

one day invade the right of primogeniture, and feat his brother

Theodofius on an equal throne. By the impofition of holy orders»

the grandfon of Heraclius was difqualified for the purple ; but this

ceremony, which feemed to profane the facraments of the church,

was infufficient to appeafe the fufpicions of the tyrant, and the death

of the deacon Theodofius could alone expiate the crime of his royal

birth. His murder was avenged by the imprecations of the people,

and the aiTaiTm, in the fulnefs of power, was driven from his capital

into voluntary and perpetual exile. Conftans embarked for Greece

;

and, as if he meant to retort the abhorrence which he deferved, he is

faid, from the Imperial galley, to have fpit againft the walls of his

native city. After paifing the winter at Athens, he failed to Ta-

rentum in Italy, vifited Rome, and concluded a long pilgrimage of

difgrace and facrilegious rapine, by fixing his refidence at Syracufe.

But if Conftans could fly from his people, he could not fly from

himfelf The remorfe of his confcience created a phantom who pur-

fued him by land and fea, by day and by night ; and the vifionary

Theodofius, prefenting to his lips a cup of blood, faid, or feemed to

fay, •' Drink, brother, drink ;" a fure emblem of the aggravation of

his guilt, fince he had received from the hands of the deacon the

myftic cup of the blood of Chrift. Odious to himfelf and to man-

kind, Conftans periihed by domeftic, perhaps by epifcopal, treafon,

in the capital of Sicily. A fervant who waited in the bath, after

pouring warm water on his head, ftruck him violently with the vafe.

He fell, ftunned by the blow and fuffocated by the water ; and his

attendants, who wondered at the tedious delav, beheld with indifler-

ence the corpfe of their lifelefs emperor. The troops of Sicily in-

vefted with the purple an obfcure youth, whofe inimitable beauty

C 2 eluded.



12 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^v^vu]^' ^^'^^^'^» ^^^ '^^ migiJt eafily elude, the declining art of the painters

» —V ' and fculptors of the age.

Conitan- Conftans had left in the Byzantine palace three fons, the eldeft of

Pogonatus, whoiTi had been clothed in his infancy with the purple. When

September' the father fumnioned them to attend his perfon in Sicily, thcfe pre-

cious hoftages were detained by the Greeks, and a firm refufal in-

formed him that they were the children of the ftate. The news of

his murder was conveyed with almoft fupernatural fpeed from Syra-

cufe to Conftantinople ; and Conftantine, the eldeft of his fons, in-

herited his throne without being the heir of the public hatred. His

fubjedts contributed, with zeal and alacrity, to chaftife the guilt and

prefumption of a province which had ufurped the rights of the fenate

and people ; the young emperor failed from the Hellefpont with a

powerful fleet ; and the legions of Rome and Carthage were ailem-

bled under his ftandard in the harbour of Syracufc. The defeat of

the Sicilian tyrant was eafy, his puniihment juft, and his beauteous

head was expofed in the hippodrome : but I cannot applaud the

clemency of a prince, who, among a crowd of victims, condemned

the fon of a patrician, for deploring with fome bitternefs the execu-

tion of a virtuous father. The youth was caftrated : he furvived the

operation, and the memory of this indecent cruelty is preferved by

the elevation of Germanus to the rank of a patriarch and faint.

After pouring this bloody libation on his father's tomb, Conftantine

returned to his capital, and the growth of his young beard during

the Sicilian voyage, was announced by the flimiliar furname of Po-

gonatus, to the Grecian world. Ikit his reign, like that of his pre-

deceflbr, was ftained with fraternal difcord. On his two brothers,

Hcracllus and Tiberius, he had beftowed the title of Auguftus : an

empty title, for they continued to languiih without truft or power

in the folitude of the palace. At their fecret inftigation, the troops

of
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of the Anatolian theme or province approached the city on the Afiatic ^ ,A P.

fide, demanded for the royal brothers, the partition or exercife of > _ -.

—

t

fovereignty, and fupported their feditious claim by a theological ar-

gument. They were Chriftians (they cried), and orthodox Ca-

tholics ; the fmcere votaries of the holy and undivided Trinity. Since

there are three equal perfons in heaven, it is reafonable there fliould

be three equal perfons upon earth. The emperor invited thefe

learned divines to a friendly conference, in which they might pro-

pofe their arguments to the fenate : they obeyed the fummons, but

the profpedl of their bodies hanging on the gibbet in the fuburb of

Galata, reconciled their companions to the unity of the reign of Con-

ftantine. He pardoned his brothers, and their names were ftill pro-

nounced In the public acclamations: but on the repetition or fufpiclon

of a fimilar offence, the obnoxious princes were deprived of their

titles and nofes, in the prefence of the Catholic biihops who were

aifembled at Conftantinople in the fixth general fynod. In the clofe

of his life, Pogonatus was anxious only to eftablifti the right of pri-

mogeniture : the hair of his two fons, Juftinian and Heraclius, was

offered on the fhrlne of St. Peter, as a fymbol of their fpiritual

adoption by the pope ; but the elder was alone exalted to the rank

of Auguftus and the aifurance of the empire.

After the deceafe of his father, the inheritance of the Roman juftinian ll.

world devolved to Juftinian II. : and the name of a triumphant law- c "
'

,

^'
-' ' 1 oeptemoer.

giver was difhonoured by the vices of a boy, who imitated his

namefake only in the expenfive luxury of building. His pailions

were ftrong ; his underftanding was feeble ; and he was intoxicated

with a fooliih pride, that his birth had given him the command

of millions, of whom the fmalleft community would not have

chofen him for their local magiftrate. His favourite minifters were

two beings the leaft fufceptible of human fympathy, an eunuch

and a monk : to the one he abandoned the palace, to the other the

finances

;
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CHAP, finances ; the former correfted the emperor's mother with a fcourc;e,
XLVIIJ. , . .

^< the latter fufpended the infolvent tributaries, with their heads down-

wards, over a flow and fmoaky fire. Since the days of Commodus

and Caracalla, the cruelty of the Roman princes had moil com-

monly been the eiFe£t of their fear; but Juftinian, who poiTeiled

fome vigour of charafter, enjoyed the fufferings, and braved the

revenge, of his fubjedts about ten years, till the meafure was full,

of his crimes and of their patience. In a dark dungeon, Leontius,

a general of reputation, had groaned above three years, with fome

of the nobleft and moil deferving of the patricians : he was fud-

denly drawn forth to aiTume the government of Greece ; and this

promotion of an injured man was a mark of the contempt rather

than of the confidence of his prince. As he was followed to the

port by the kind offices of his friends, Leontius obferved with a

figh that he was a vidim adorned for facrifice, and that inevitable

death would purfue his footfteps. They ventured to reply, that

glory and empire might be the recompenfe of a generous refolu-

tion ; that every order of men abhorred the reign of a monfter
;

and that the hands of two hundred thoufand patriots expefled only

the voice of a leader. The night was chofen for their deliverance

;

and in the firft effort of the confpirators, the praefe(fl was /lain, and

the prifons were forced open : the emiifaries of Leontius proclaimed

in every ftreet, " Chriitians, to St. Sophia ;" and the feafonable text

of the patriarch, " this is the day of the Lord !" was the prelude

of an inflammatory fermon. From the church the people adjourn-

ed to the hippodrome; Juftinian, in whofe caufe not a fvvord had

been drawn, was dragged before thefe tumultuary judges, and their

clamours demanded the inflant death of the tyrant. But Leontius,

who was already clothed with the purple, caft an eye of pity on

the proilrate fon of his own benefadlor and of fo many emperors.

The life of Juftinian was fpared j the amputation of his nofe, per-

haps
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haps of his tongue, was Imperfedly performed : the happy flexibi- CHAP,
lity of the Greek language could impofe the name of Rhinotmetus ; >_ -.- j•

and the mutilated tyrant was banifhed to Cherfonse in Crim-Tar-

tary, a lonely fettiement, where corn, wine, and oil, were imported

as foreign luxuries.

On the edge of the Scythian wildernefs, Juftinlan ftill cheriihed His exile,

the pride of his birth and the hope of his reftoration. After three 695—705,

years exile, he received the pleafmg intelligence that his injury was

avenged by a fecond revolution, and that Leontius in his turn had

been dethroned and mutilated by the rebel Apfimar, who aiTumed

the more refpedable name of Tiberius. But the claim of lineal

fucceiTion was ftill formidable to a plebeian ufurper; and his jea-

loufy was ftimulated by the complaints and charges of the Cher-

fonites, who beheld the vices of the tyrant in the fpirit of the exile.

With a band of followers, attached to his perfon by common hope

or common defpair, Juftinian fled from the inhofpitable fliore to the

hord of the Chozars, who pitched their tents between the Tanais and

Boiyfthenes. The khan entertained with pity and refpeit the royal

fuppliant : Phanagoria, once an opulent city, on the Afiatic fide of

the lake Moeotis, was afligned for his refidence ; and every Roman
prejudice was ftifled in his marriage with the fifter of the Barbarian,

who feems, however, from the name of Theodora, to have received

the facrament of baptifm. But the falthlefs Chozar was foon tempted

by the gold of Conftantinople ; and had not the defign been revealed

by the conjugal love of Theodora, her hufband muft have been

aiTairmated, or betrayed into the power of his enemies. After

ftrangling, with his own hands, the two emliTaries of the khan,

Juftinian fent back his wife to her brother, and embarked on the

Euxine in fearch of new and more faithful allies. His veffel was

aifaulted by a violent tempeft ; and one of his pious companions

advifed him to deferve the mercy of God by a vow of general for-

3 glvenefs,.



i6 THE DECLINE AND FALL

His reilora-

tiun and
death,

A.D.
TOC—711.

glvenefs, if he fliould be reftored to the throne. " Of forgivenefs ?"

rephed the intrepid tyrant: " may I perifli this inftant—may the

*' Almighty whelm me in the waves—if I confent to fpare a fmgle

" head of my enemies !" He furvived this impious menace, failed

into the mouth of the Danube, trufted his perfon in the royal vil-

lage of the Bulgarians, and purchafed the aid of Terbelis, a Pagan

conqueror, by the promife of his daughter and a fair partition of

the treafures of the empire. The Bulgarian kingdom extended to

the confines of Thrace ; and the two princes befieged Conftantinople

at the head of fifteen thoufand horfe. Apfimar was difmayed by

the fudden and hoftile apparition of his rival, whofe head had been

promifed by the Chozar, and of whofe evafion he was yet ignorant.

After an abfence of ten years, the crimes of Juftinian were faintly

remembered, and the birth and misfortunes of their hereditary fo-

vereign excited the pity of the multitude, ever difcontented with the

ruling powers ; and by the adive diligence of his adherents he was

introduced into the city and palace of Conftantine.

In rewarding his allies and recalling his wife, Juftinian dlfplayed

fome fenfe of honour and gratitude ; and Terbelis retired, after

fweeping away an heap of gold coin, which he meafured with his

Scythian whip. But never was vow more religiouily performed

than the facred oath of revenge which he had fworn amidft the

ftorms of the Euxine. The two ufurpers, for I muft referve the

name of tyrant for the conqueror, were dragged into the hippo-

drome, the one from his prifon, the other from his palace. Before

their execution, Leontius and Apfimar were caft proftrate in chains

beneath the throne of the emperor ; and Juftinian, planting a foot

on each of their necks, contemplated above an hour the chariot-

race, while the inconftant people fliouted, in the words of the

Pfalmift, " Thou flialt trample on the afp and bafiliik, and on the

" lion and dragon ihalt thou fet thy foot !" The univerfal defedion

I which
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which he had once experienced miglit provoke him to repeat the

wifh of Caligula, that the Roman people had but one head. Yet I

fliall preiume to obfervc, that ilich a with is unworthy of an inge-

nious tyrant, fince his revenge and cruelty would have been extin-

guiihed by a nngle blov/, inftead of the flow variety of tortures

which Juftinian inflided on ths viilims of his anger. His pleafures

were inexhauilible : neither private virtue nor public fervice could

expiate the guilt of adlive, or even pafllve, obedience to an eftabliihed

government ; and during the fix years of his new reign, he confi-

dered the axe, the cord, and the rack, as the only inftruments of

royalty. But his moil implacable haired was pointed againil the

Cherfonites, who had infulted his exile and violated the laws of

hofpitallty. Their remote fituation afforded fome means of defence,

or at leaft of efcape ; and a grievous tax was impofed on Conflan-

tinople, to fupply the preparations of a fle^t and army. " All are

*' guilty, and all muft perifli," was the mandate of Juftinian ; and

the bloody- execution was entrufted to his favourite Stephen, who

was recommended by the epithet of the favage. Yet even the fa-

vage Stephen imperfedUy accompliflied the intentions of his fove-

reign. The flownefs of his attack allowed the greater part of the

inhabitants to withdraw into the country ; and the minifter of ven-

geance contented himfelf with reducing the youth of both fexes to

a ftate of fervitude, with roafting alive kven of the principal citi-

zens, with drowning tv^enty in the fca, and with referving forty-

two in chains to receive their doom from the mouth of the emperor.

In their return, the fleet was driven on the rocky ihores of Ana-

tolia ; and Juftinian applauded the obedience of the Euxine, which

had involved fo many thoufands of his fubjedls and enemies in a

common ihipwreck : but the tyrant was ftill infatiate of blood ; and

a fecond expedition was commanded to extirpate the remains of

the profcribed colony. In the fhort interval, the Cherfonites had

Vox-. V. D returned
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CHAP, returned to their citv, and were prepared to die in arms : the khan
XLV'Iil. ^

• "^ ^

*-—

«

' of the Chozars had renounced the caufe of his odious brother ; the

exiles of every province were aifembled in Tauris ; and Bardanes,

under the name of PhiHppicus, was inveftcd with the purple. The

Imperial troops, unwilling and unable to perpetrate the revenge of

Juftinian, efcaped his difpleafure by abjuring his allegiance : the

fleet, under their new fovereign, fteered bad: a more auipicious

courfe to the harbours of Sinope and Conftaniinople ; and every

tongue was prompt to pronounce, every hand to execute, the death

of the tyrant. Deftltute of friends, he was deferted by his Barba-

rian guards ; and the ftroke of the afTaiTm was praifed as an adl of

patriotifm and Roman virtue. His fon Tiberius had taken refuge

in a church; his aged grandmother guarded the door; and the in-

nocent youth, fufpending round his neck the moft formidable relics,

embraced with one hand the altar, with the other the wood of the

true crofs. But the popular fury that dares to trample on fuperfti-

tion, is deaf to the cries of humanity ; and the race of Hcraclius

was extinguidied after a reign of one hundred years.

Phuippicus, Between the fall of the Heraclian and the rife of the Ifaurian

. D. yn, t^ynafty, a fliort interval of fix years is divided into three reigns.

Bardanes, or PhiHppicus, was hailed at ConAantinople as an hero

who had delivered his country from a tyrant ; and he might taile

fome moments of happinefs in the firft tranfports of fincere and

univerfal joy. Juftinian had left behind him an ample treafure,

the fruit of cruelty and rapine : but this ufeful fund was foon and

idly diiTipated by his fucceiTor. On the feftival of his birth-day,

PhiHppicus entertained the multitude with the games of the hippo-

drome ; from thence he paraded through the ftreets with a thoufand

banners and a thoufand trumpets ; refreihed himfclf in the baths of

Zeuxippus, and, returning to the palace, entertained his nobles with

a funiptuous ban(|uct. At the meridian hour he withdrew to his

chamber.
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chamber, intoxicated with flattery and wine, and ibr";etful that Vis CHAP.
, , , , ,- ,

'

, • . , , " xlViii.
example had made every iubjccc ambitious, and that every ambitious ^ ^-—^

lubjedt Avas his iecret enemy. Some bold confpirators introduced

therafelves in the diforder of the feaft ; and the ilumbering monarch

was furprifed, bound, bUnded, and depofed, before he was fenfible

of his danger. Yet the traitors were deprived of their reward ; and

the free voice of the fenate and people promoted Artemius from the AnaftaiuiJi,

office of fecretary to that of emperor: he aflumed the title of Ana- juneV

ftafius the fecond, and difplayed in a ihort and troubled reign the

virtues both of peace and war. But, after the extinction of the

Imperial line, the rule of obedience was violated, and every change

dlffufed the feeds of new revolutions. In a mutiny of the fleet, an

obfcure and reludant officer of the revenue was forcibly inveiled

with the purple : after fome months of a naval war, Anaftafius re-

figned the fceptre ; and the conqueror, Theodofius the third, fub- Theodo-

mitted in his turn to the fuperior afcendant of Leo, the general and a.D. 716,

emperor of the Oriental troops. His two predeceflors were per-
•'^'^"^''>'•

mitted to embrace the ecclefiaftical profeffion : the reftlefs impatience

of Anaftafius tempted him to riik and to lofe his life in a treafon-

able enterprife ; but the laft days of Theodofius were honourable and

fecure. The fingle fublime word " health," which he infcribed

on his tomb, expreifes the confidence of philofophy or religion
;

and the fame of his miracles was long preferved among the people

of Ephefus. This convenient ilielter of the church might fome-

times impofe a IciTon of clemency ; but it may be queftioned whe-

ther it is for the public intereft to diminiili the perils of unfuccefsful

ambition.

I have dwelt on the fall of a tyrant ; I iliall briefly reprefent the Leo III. the

founder of a new dynafty, who is known to pofterity by the in- a'"d. "'18,

vedives of his enemies, and whofe public and private life is in- ^^^'^^ ^S•

volved in the ecclefi-iftical ftory of the Iconociafts. Yet in fpite of

D 2 the
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the clamours of fuperftltion, a favourable prejudice for the charader

of Leo the Ifaurian, may be reafonably drawn from the obfcurity

of his birth, and the duration of his reign.—L In an age of manly

fpirir, the profpcdl of an Imperial reward would have kindled every

energy of the mind, and prodtKed a crowd of competitors as defcrv-

ing as they were defirous to reign. Even in the corruption and

debility of the modern Greeks, the elevation of a plebeian from the

laft to the firil rank of fociety, fuppofes fome qualifications above

the level of the multitude. He would probably be ignorant and

difdainful of fpeculative fcieace ; and in the purfuit of fortune, he

might abfolve himfelf from the obligations of benevolence and juf-

tice : but to his charadler we may afcribe the ufeful virtues of pru-

dence and fortitude, the knowledge of mankind, and the important

art of gaining their confidence and diredting their paflions. It is

aTeed that Leo was a native of Ifauria, and that Conon was his

primitive name. The writers, whofe awkward fatire is praife, de-

fcribe him as an itinerant pedlar who drove an afs with fome paltry

merchandife to the country fairs ; and fooliflily relate that he

met on the road fome Jewiih fortune-tellers, who proniifed him

the Roman empire, on condition that he ihould aboliili the worihip

of idols. A more probable account relates the migration of his

father from Afia Minor to Thrace, where he exercifed the lucrative

trade of a grazier ; and he muft have acquired confiderable wealth,

fince the firft introduftion of his fon was procured by a fupply of

five hundred flieep to the Imperial camp. His firft fervice was in

the guards of Juftinian, where he foon attracled the notice, and by

degrees the jealoufy, of the tyrant. His valour and dexterity were

confpicuous in the Colchian war : from Anaftafius he received the

command of the Anatolian legions, and by the fufTrage of the fol-

diers he was raifed to the empire with the general applaufe of the

Roman world.—II. In this dangerous elevation, Leo the third fup-

8 ported
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ported hlmfelf agalrift the envy of his equals, the difcontent of a

powerful faiStion, and the aflaults of his foreign and domertic ene-

mies. The Catholics, who accufe his religious innovations, are ob-

liged to confefs that they were undertaken with temper and con*

dudted with firmnefs. Their filence refpeils the wifdom of his ad-

miniftration and the purity of his manners. After a reio-n of

twenty-four years, he peaceably expired in the palace of Conftanti-

nople ; and the purple which he had acquired, was tranfmitted by

the right of inheritance to the third generation.

In a long reign of thirty-four years, the fon and fucceflbr of Leo, Conftan-

Conftantine the fifth, furnamed Copronymus, attacked with lefs tern- Coproiiy-

perate zeal the images or idols of the church. Their votaries have a."d. 741,

exhaufted the bitternefs of religious gall, in their portrait of this
^""^ '^"

fpotted panther, this anti-chrift, this flying dragon of the ferpent's

feed, who furpaiTed the vices of Elagabalus and Nero. His reigri'

was a long butchery of whatever was moil: noble, or holy, or inno-

cent, in his empire. In perfon, the emperor affifted at the execution

of his vidims, furveyed their agonies, hftened to their groans, and

indulged, without fatiating, his appetite for blood: a plate of nofes

was accepted as a grateful offering, and his domeftics were often

fcourged or mutilated by the royal hand. His furname Avas derived

from his pollution of his baptifmal font. The infant might be ex-

cufed; but the manly pleafures of Copronymus degraded him be-

low the level of a brute ; his luft confounded the eternal diftindions

of fex and fpecies ; and he feemed to extrad: fome unnatural delight

from the objeds moil oifenfivc to human fenfe. In his religion, the

Iconoclaft was an Heretic, a Jew, a Mahometan, a Pagan, and an

Atheift; and his belief of an invifible power could be difcovered only

in his magic rites, human vidims, and nodurnal facrifices to Venus

and the d:Emons of antiquity. His life was ftained with the moil op-

pofite vices, and the ulcers which covered his body, anticipated be-

fore



22 THE DECLINE AND FALL

fore h*i3 death tlie fentiinent of hell -tortures. Of thefe accufatlons,

which I have fo patiently copied, a part is refuted by its own abfuv-

dity 5 and in the private anecdotes of the life of princes, the lie is

more eafy as the detection is more difficult. Without adopting the

pernicious maxim, that v/here much is alleged, fomething muil be

true, I can however difcern, that Conftantinc the fifth was diilo-

lute and cruel. Calumny is more prone to exaggerate than to invent

;

and her licentious tongue is checked in fome meafure by the expe-

rience of the age and country to which flie appeals. Of the bifliops

and monks, the generals and magiftrates, Vyfho are faid to have fuf-

fered under his reign, the numbers are recorded, the names were

confpicuous, the execution was public, the mutilation vifible and per-

manent. The Catholics hated the perfon and government of Copro-

nymus ; but even their hatred is a proof of their oppreiTion. They

diifemble the provocations which might excufe or juilify his rigour,

but even thefe provocations mud gradually inflame his refentment,

and harden his temper in the ufe or the abufe of defpotifm. Yet

the charader of the fifth Conftantine was not devoid of merit, nor

did his government always deferve the curfes or the contempt of the

Greeks. From the confeifion of his enemies, I am informed of the

refloration of an ancient aquedudl, of the redemption of two thou-

fand five hundred captives, of the uncommon plenty of the timesj

and of the new colonies with which he repeopled Conftantinople and

the Thracian cities. They reludlantly praife his adlivity and courage;

he was on horfeback in the field at the head of his legions ; and,

although the fortune of his arms was various, he triumphed by fea

and land, on the Euphrates and the Danube, in civil and Barbarian

war. Heretical praife muil be caft into the fcale, to counterbalance

the weight of orthodox invedive. The Iconoclafts revered the vir-

tues of the prince : forty years after his death, they ftill prayed be-

fore the tomb of the faint. A miraculous vifion was propagated by

3 fanaticifm
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fanaticifm or fraud : and the Chriftiau hero appeared on a milk- CHAP.
XLVIII

white fteed, brandifliing his lance agalnft the pagans of Bulgaria :

'

f

" An abfurd fable," fays the Catholic hiftorian, " fince Copronymus
" is cliained with the daemons in the abyfs of hell."

Leo the fourth, the fon of t4ie fifth and the father of the fixth ^^° ^^•

Conftantine, was of a feeble conilitution both of mind and body Sept. 14.

'

and the principal care of his reign was the fettlement of the fuccef-

fion. The aiTociation of the young Conftantine was urged by the

officious zeal of his fubjeifcs ; and the emperor, confcious of his de-

cay, complied, after a prudent hefitation, with their unanimous

wiihes. The royal infant, at the age of five years, was crowned

with his mother Irene; and the national confent was ratified by every

circumftance of pomp and folemnity, that could dazzle the eyes, or

bind the confcience, of the Greeks. An oath of fidelity was admi-

niftered in the palace, the church, and the hippodrome, to the fe-

veral orders of the ftate, who adjured the holy names of the fon,

and mother, of God. " Be witnefs, Chrift ! that we will watch
" over the fafety of Conftantine the fon cf Leo, expofe our lives

" in his fervice, and bear true allegiance to his pei-fon and pofterity."

They pledged their faith on the wood of the true crofs, and the

ad of their engagement was depofited on the altar of St. Sophia.

The firft to Avear, and the firft to violate their oath, were the five

fons of Copronymus by a fecond marriage; and the ftory of thele

princes is fingular and tragic. The right of primogeniture excluded

them from the throne ; the injuftice of their elder brother defrauded

them of a legacy of about two millions fterling; fome vain titles were

not deemed a fufficient compenfaticn for wealth and power; and they

repeatedly confpired againft their nephew, before and after the death

of his father. Their firft attempt was pardoned ; for the fecond

offence they were condemned to the ecclefiaftical ftate : and for tlie

third treafon, Nicephorus, the eldeft and moft guilty, was deprived

of
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of his eyes, and his four brothers, Chriftopher, Nicctas, Anthemens,

.and Eudoxas, Avere punifliecl, as a milder fentence, by the amputa-

tion of their tongues. After five years confinement, they efcaped

to the church of St. Sophia, and difplaved a pathetic fpe£laclc to the

people. " Countrymen and Chriftians," cried Nicephorus for him-

felf and his mute brethren, " behold the fons of your emperor, if you

" can fiill recognife our features in this miferable ilate. A life, an

*' imperfect life, is all that the malice of our enemies has fpared. It

*' is now threatened, and we now throw ourfelves on your com-

" paflion." The rifing murmur might have produced a revolution,

had it not been checked by the prefence of a minifter, who foothed

the unhappy princes with flattery and hope, and gently drew them

from the fandluary to the palace. They were fpeedily embarked

for Greece, and Athens was allotted for the place of their exile. In.

this calm retreat, and in their helplefs condition, Nicephorus and his

brothers were tormented by the thirfi: of power, and tempted by a

Sclavonian chief, who offered to break their prifon, and to lead them

in arms, and in the purple, to the gates of Conftantinople. But the

Athenian people, ever zealous in the caufe of Irene, prevented her

juftice or cruelty; and the five fons of Copronymus were plunged

in eternal darknefs and oblivion.

For himfelf, that emperor had chofen a Barbarian wife, the

daughter of the khan of the Chozars : but in the marriage of his

heir, he preferred an Athenian virgin, an orphan, feventeen years

old, whofc fole fortune muft have confifted in her perfonal accom-

pliihmcnts. The nuptials of Leo and Irene were celebrated with

royal pomp ; ihe foon acquired the love and confidence of a feeble

huiband, and in his teftament he declared the emprefs, guardian of

the Roman world, and of their fon Conftantine the fixth, who was

no more than ten years of age. During his childhood, Irene moft

ably and affiduoufly difcharged, in her public adminiftration, the

duties
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duties of a fli'ithful mother ; and her zeal in the reftoration of images

has deferved the name and honours of a faint, vhich Ihe ftill oc-

cupies in the Greek calendar. But the emperor attained the matu-

rity of youth ; the maternal yoke became more grievous ; and he

liftencd to the favourites of his own age, who iliared his pleafures,

and Vv-ere ambitious of fliaring his power. Their reafons convinced

him of his right, their praifes of his abiliiy, to reign ; and he con-

fented to I'eward the fervices of Irene by a perpetual baniihment to

the ifle of Sicily. But her vigilance and penetration eafily difcon-

certed their raih projedls ; a fimilar, or more fevere, puniihment was

retaliated on themfelves and their advifers ; and Irene inflided on

the ungrateful prince the chaftifement of a boy. After this conteft,

the mother and the fon were at the head of two domeftic fadions

;

and, inftead of mild influence and voluntary obedience, flie held in

chains a captive and an enemy. The emprefs was overthrown by

the abufe of vidory ; the oath of fidelity which ilie exaded to her-

felf alone, was pronounced with reludant murmurs ; and the bold

refufal of the Armenian guards encouraged a free and general de-

claration, that Conftantine the fixth was the lawful emperor of the

Romans. In this charader he afcended his hereditary throne, and

difmifled Irene to a life of folitude and repofe. But her haughty

fpirit condefcended to the arts of diiTimulation : ihe flattered the

biftiops and eunuchs, revived the filial tendernefs of the prince, re-

gained his confidence, and betrayed his credulity. The charader of

Confl:antine was not defl:itute of fenfe or fpirit ; but his education

had been ftudioufly negleded ; and his ambitious mother expofed to

ftte public cenfure the vices which fhe had nouriihed and the adions

which ihe had fecretly advifed : his divorce and fecond marriage

offended the prejudices of the clergy, and by his imprudent rigour

he forfeited the attachment of the Armenian guards. A powerful

confpiracy was formed for the refl:oration of Irene j and the fecret,

Vol. V. thouak
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C A P. thougli widely diffufed, was faithfully kept above eight months, till

« V -^ the emperor, fufpicious of his danger, efcaped from Conftantinople,

with the defign of appealing to the provinces and armies. By this

hafty flight, the emprefs was left on the brink of the precipice
; yet

before flie implored the mercy of her fon, Irene addreifed a private

epiftle to the friends whom ihe had placed about his perfon, with a

menace, that unlefs they accompliihed, f:e would reveal, their trea-

fon. Their fear rendered them intrepid ; they feized the emperor

on the Afiatic ihore, and he vvas tranfported to the porphyry apart-

ment of the palace, where he had firfl: feen the light. In the mind

of Irene, ambition had ftifled every fentiment of humanity and na-

ture ; and it was decreed in her bloody council, that Conftantine

ihould be rendered incapable of the throne : her emiiTaries aflaultcd

the flecping prince, and ftabbed their daggers with fuch violence and

precipitation into his eyes, as if they meant to execute a mortal

fentence. An ambiguous paiTage of Theophanes perfuaded the an-

nalift of the church that death was the immediate confequence of

this barbarous execution. The Catholics have been deceived or fub-

dued by the authority of Baronius ; and proteftant zeal has re-

echoed the words of a cardinal, defirous, as it ihould feem, to fa-

vour the patronefs of images. Yet the blind fon of Irene furvivcd

many years, opprefled by the court and forgotten by the world :

the Ifaurian dynafty was filcntly extinguifhed ; and the memory of

Conftantine was recalled only by the nuptials of his daughter Eu-

phrofyne with the emperor Michael the fecond.

jrj„p The moft bigotted orthodoxy has juftly execrated the unnatural

Au"^iil"^^'
mother, who may not eafily be paralleled in the hiftory of crimes.

To her bloody deed, fuperftition has attributed a fubfequent dark-

nefs of feventeen days ; during which many vefl'els in mid-day were

driven from their courfe, as if the fun, a globe of fire fo vaft and

fo remote, could fympathife with the atoms of a revolving planet.

Ou
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On earth, the crime of Irene was left five years unpuniilied • C II A P.•

XLVIII.
her reign was crowned with external fplendour ; and if ihe could y -, - 1/

iilence the voice of confcience, flie neither heard nor regarded the

reproaches of mankind. The Roman world bowed to the govern-

ment of a female ; and as ihe moved through the llreets of Con-

ftantinople, the reins of four milk-v/hite fteeds were held by as

many patricians, who marched on foot before the golden chariot of

their queen. But thefe patricians were for the irtoft part eunuchs

;

and their black ingratitude juftified, on this occailon, the popular

hatred and contempt. Railed, enriched, entrufted with the firft

dignities of the empire, they bafely confpired againil their bene-

fa£lrefs : the great treafurer Nicephorus was fecretly invefted with

the purple ; her fucceiTor was introduced into the palace, and crown-

ed at St. Sophia by the venal patriarch. In their firft interview, ihe

recapitulated with dignity the revolutions of her life, gently accufed

the perfidy of Nicephorus, infinuated that he owed his life to her

unfufpicious clemency, and, for the throne and treafures w^hich ihe re-

figned, folicited a decent and honourable retreat. His avarice refufed

this modeft compenfation ; and, in her exile of the ifle of Lefbos, the

empreis earned a fcanty fubfiftence by the labours of her diftair.

Many tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more criminal than Nice- Nirpphorusl.

phorus, but none perhaps have more deeply incurred the univerfal oifioberYi',

abhorrence of their people. His charader was ftained with the

three odious vices of hypocrify, ingratitude, and avarice : his want

of virtue was not redeemed by any fuperior talents, nor his want ot

talents by any pleafing qualifications. Unfkilful and unfortunate in

war, Nicephorus was vanquiihed by the Saracens, and flain by the

Bulgarians ; and the advantage of his death overbalanced, in the

public opinion, the deftruftioa of a Roman army. His Ion and Staurr.daj,

heir Stauracius efcaped from the field with a mortal wound : yet July 25.
''

fix months of an expiring life were fuificleat to refute his indecent^

2 though
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CHAP, though popular declaration, that he would hi all things avoid the

1 . ^ example of his father. On the near profpedt of his deceafe, Michael,

the great mailer of the palace, and the hufband of his fifter Procopia,

was named by every perfon of the palace and city, except by hia

envious brother. Tenacious of a fceptre now falling from his hand,,

he confplred againft the life of his fucceffor, and cheriihed the idea

of changing to a democracy the Roman empire. But thefe raih.

projedls ferved only to inflame the zeal of the people and to remove

the fcruples of the candidate : Michael the firft accepted the purple,,

and before he funk into the grave, the fon of Nicephorus implored

Michael I. the clcmcncy of his new fovereign. Had Michael in an age of

A.Dfsii', peace afccnded an hereditary throne, he might have reigned and

died the father of his people : but his mild virtues were adapted to

the ihade of private life, nor was he capable of controlling the am-

bition of his equals, or of refifting the arms of the vldlorious Bul-

garians. While his w^ant of ability and fuccefs expofed him to the

contempt of the foldiers, the mafculine fpirit of his wife Procopia.

awakened their indignation. Even the Greeks of the ninth cen-

tury were provoked by the infolence of a female, who, in the front

of the ftandards, prefumed to direil their difcipline and animate

their valour; and their licentious clamours advifed the new Semi-

ramis to reverence the majefty of a Roman camp. After an unfuc-

cefsful campaign, the emperor left in their winter-quarters of Thrace,

a diiliffedted army under the command of his enemies ; and their

artful eloquence perfuaded the foldiers to break the dominion of the

eunuchs, to degrade the hufband of Procopia, and to alTert the

right of a military eledion. They marched towards the capital

:

yet the clergy, the fenate, and the people of Conftantinople, adhered

to the caufe of Michael ; and the troops and treafures of Afia might

have protra£lcd the mifchiefs of civil war. But his humanity (by

the ambitious, it Avill be termed his weaknefs) protefled, that not a

drop
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dt-op of Chriftian blood ihould be fhed in his quarrel, and his mef-

fengers prefented the conquerors with the keys of the city and the

palace. They were difarmed by his innocence and fubmiffion ; his

life and his eyes were fpared ; and the Imperial monk enjoyed the

comforts of folitude and religion above thirty-two years after ht

had been ftripped of the purple and feparated from his wife..

A rebel, in the time of Nicephorus, the famous and unfortunate i-eoV. the

11 • r ri r • Armenian,
Bardanes, had once the cunolity to conlult an Aliatic prophet, who, A. D. S13,

after prognofticating his fall, announced the fortunes of his three

principal officers, Leo the Armenian, Michael the Phrygian, and

Thomas the Cappadocian, the fucceffive reigns of the two former,

the fruitlefs and fatal enterprife of the third. This predidion was

verified, or rather was produced, by the event. Ten years after-

wards, when the Thracian camp rejeded the hufband of Procopia,

the crown was prefented to the fame Leo, the firil in military rank

and the fecret author of the mutiny. As he aife£le"d to hefitate,

*' With this fword," faid his companion Michael, " I will open the

" gates of Conftantinople to your Imperial fway ; or inftantly plunge

" it into your boibm, if you obftinately refill the juft defires of your

" fellow-foldiers." The compliance of the Armenian was rewarded

with the empire, and he reigned feven years and an half under the•

luime of Leo the fifth. Educated in a camp, and ignorant both of laws

and letters, he introduced into his civil government the rigour and

e^'en cruelty of military difcipline ; but if his feverity was fome-

times dangerous to the innocent, it was always formidable to the

guilty. His religious inconftancy was taxed by the epithet of

Chameleon, but the Catholics have acknowledged by the voice of a

faint and confeffors, that the life of the Iconoclaft was ufeful to the

republic. The zeal of his companion Michael was repaid with

riches, honours, and military command ; and his fubordinate talents

were beneficially employed in the public ferv'ice. Yet the Phrygian

': was
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was dlfi'iitisfied at receiving as a favour a i'canty portion of tlic Im-

perial prize which he had beilowcd on his equal ; and his difcon-

tcnt, which fometimes evaporated in hafty difcourfe, at length af-

fumcd a more threatening and hoftile afpe£l againfl a prince whom

he reprefented as a cruel tyrant. That tyrant, however, repeatedly

deteded, warned, and difmifled the old companion of his arms, till

fear and refentment prevailed over gratitude ; and Michael, after a

fcrutiny into his adions and defigns, was convided of treafon, and

fentcuced to be burnt alive in the furnace of the private baths. The

devout humanity of the emprefs Theophano was fatal to her hufband

and family. A folemn day, the twenty-fifth of December, had been

fixed for the execution : ilie urged, that the anniverlary of the Sa-

viour's birth would be profaned by this inhuman fpedacle, and Leo

confented with reluftance to a decent refpite. But on the vigil of

the feaft, his fleeplefs anxiety prompted him to vifit at the dead of

night the chamber in which his enemy was confined : he beheld him

rclcafed from his chain, and ftretched on hivS gaoler's bed in a pro-

found llumber : Leo was alarmed at thefe figns of fecurity and in-

telligence; but, though he retired with filent fleps, his entrance and

departure were noticed by a ilave who lay concealed in a corner of

the prifon. Under the pretence of requefting the fpiritual aid of a

confefTor, Michael informed the confpirators, that their lives de-

pended on his difcrction, and tliat a few hours were left to affure

their own fafety, by the deliverance of their friend and country. On

the great feftivals, a choi'cn band of priefts and chanters was admitted

into the palace by a private gate to fing matins in the chapel ; and

Leo, who regulated with the fame ilridnefs. the difcipline of the

choir and of the camp, was feldom abfent from thefe early devo-

tions. In the ecclefiaftical habit, but with fvvords under their robes,

the confpirators mingled with the proceiTlon, lurked in the angles of

the chapel, and expedled, as the fignal of murder, the intonation of

the

13
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the firft pfalm by the emperor himfelf. The iraperfe^ light, and

the uniformity of drefs, might have favoured his efcape, while their

affault was pointed againft an harmlefs prieft; but they foon difco-

vered their miflake, and encompafled on all fides the royal vidim.

Without a weapon and without a friend, he grafped a weighty

crofs, and flood at bay againft the hunters of his life ; but as he afked

for mercy, " This is the hour, not of mercy, but of vengeance,"

was the inexorable reply. The ftroke of a well- aimed fvvord fepa-

rated from his body the right arm and the crofs, and Leo the Ar-

menian was flain at the foot of the altar.

A memorable reverfe of fortune was difplayed in Michael the fe- Michael ir.

cond, who, from a defedl in his fpeech, was furnamed the Stam- merer,

merer. He was fnatched from the fiery furnace to the fovereignty Dec. 2-"
'

of an empire ; and as in the tumult a fmith could not readily be

found, the fetters remained on his legs feveral hours after he was

feated on the throne of the Ca-iars. The royal blood which had

been the price of his elevation, was unprofitably fpent : in the purple

he retained the ignoble vices of his origin ; and Michael loft his

provinces with as fupine indifference as if they had been the in-

heritance of his fathers. His title was difputed by Thomas, the Lift

of the military triumvirate, who tranfported into Europe fourfcore

tlioufand Barbarians from the banks of the Tigris and the iliores of

the Cafpian. He formed the fiege of Conftantinople ; but the ca-

pital was defended with fpiritual and carnal weapons ; a Bulgarian

king aifaulted the camp of the Orientals, and Thomas had the mif-

fortune, or the weaknefs, to fall alive into the power of the con-

queror. The hands and feet of the rebel were amputated ; he was

placed on an afs, and, amidft the infults of the people, was led

through the ftreets, which he fprinkled with his blood. The depra-

vation of manners, as favage as they were corrupt, is marked by the

prefence of the emperor himfelf. Deaf to the lamentations of a

fellow-
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fellow-foldicr, he inceflantly prefTcd the difcovery of more accom-

pliceSi till his curiofity was checked by the queftion of an honcft or

p;iiilty minifter :
" Would you give credit to an enemy, againft the

" moft faithful of your friends ?" After the death of his iiril wife,

the emperor, at the requeft of thefenate, drew from her monaftery

Euphrofyne, the daughter of Conftantine the fixth. Her augull

birth might juftify a ftipulation in the marriage-contra<it, that her

children fliould equally fhare the empire with their elder brother.

But the nuptials of Michael and Euphrofyne were barren ; and ilie

was content with the title of mother of Theophilus, his fon and

fucceflbr.

iiieophiius. The charafter of Theophilus is a rare example in which reli-

o-tober'-^.' ^ous zeal has allowed, and perhaps magnified, the virtues of an he-

retic and a perfecutor. His valour was often felt by the enemies,

and his juftice by the fubjeds, of the monarchy; but the valour of

Theophilus was rafli and fruitlefs, and his juftice arbitrary and

cruel. He difplayed the banner of the crofs againft the Saracens

;

but his five expeditions were concluded by a fignal overthrow
;

Amorium, the native city of his anceftors, was levelled with the

ground, and from his military toils, he derived only the furname of

the Unfortunate. The wifdom of a fovereign is comprifed in the

inftitution of laws and the choice of magiftrates, and while he feems

without adion, his civil government revolves round his centre with

the fdence and order of the planetary fyftem. But the juftice of

Theophilus was fafliioned on the model of the Oriental defpots,

who, in perfonal and irregular ads of authority, confult the reafon

or paflion of the moment, without meafuring the fentence by the

law or the penalty by the offence. A poor woman threw hcrfelf at

the emperor's feet to complain of a powerful neighbour, the brother

of the emprefs, who had raifed his palace wall to fuch an inconvenient

hei"-ht that her humble dwelling was excluded from light and air ?

""
'

On
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On the proof of the fad, inilead of granting, like an . ordinary C A P.

judge, fufficient or ample damages to the plaintiff, the fovereign ad- <—-,-.->

judged to her ufe and benefit the palace and the ground. Nor was

Theophilus content with this extravagant fatisfadion : his zeal .con^

verted a civil trefpafs intu a criminal a£t ; and the unfortunate patri-

cian was ftripped and fcourged in the public place of Conftanti-

nople. For fome venial offences, fome defe£t of equity or vigilance,

the principal minlfters, a pra^fedl, a quasftor, a captain of the

guards, were baniihed or mutilated, or fcalded with boiling pitch,

or burnt alive in the hippodrome j and as thefe dreadful examples

might be the effeats of error or caprice, they mufl have ahenated

from his fervice the beil and wifefl of the citizens. But the pride
.

of the monarch was flattered in the exercife- of power, or, as he

thought, of virtue ; and the people, fafe in their obfcurity, ap-

plauded the danger and debafement of their fuperiors. This ex-

traordinary rigour was juftified, in fome meafure, by its falutary

confequences ; fmce, after a fcrutiny of feventeen days, not a com-

plaint or abufe could be found in the court or city : and it might be

alleged that the Greeks could be ruled only with a rod of iron, and

that the public intereft is the motive and law of the fupreme judge.

Yet in the crime, or the fuipicion, of treafon, that judge is of all

others the moft credulous and partial. Theophilus might infli£t a

tardy vengeance on the aifaifms of Leo and the faviours of his fa-

ther ; but he enjoyed the fruits of their crime ; and his jealous

tyranny facrificed a brother and a prince to the future fafety of his

life. A Perfian of the race of the SafTanides died in poverty and

exile at Conftantinople, leaving an only fon, the iffue of a plebeian

marriage. At the age of twelve years, the royal birth of Theopho-

bus was revealed, and his merit was not unworthy of his birth.

He was educated in the Byzantine palace, a Chriftian and a foldier

;

advanced with rapid ileps in the career of fortune and glory; re-

VoL. V. F ceived
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*'y'/ ^ ^' c^^^'^<i ^'^^ hand of the emperor's filler; and was promoted to the

» , If command of thirty thoufand Perfians, who, like his father, had fled

from the Mahometan conquerors. Thefe troops, doubly infedted

with mercenary and fanatic vices, Avcre defirous of revolting againft

their benefactor, and ereding the ftandard of their native king :

but the loyal Theophobus rejeded their offers, difconcerted their

fchemes, and efcapcd from their hands to the camp or palace of his

royal brother. A generous confidence might have fecured a faithful

and able guardian for his wife and his infant fon, to whom Theo-

philus, in the flower of his age, Avas compelled to leave the Inhe-

ritance of the empire. But his jealoufy was exafperated by envy

and difeafe : he feared the dangerous virtues which might either

fupport or opprefs their infancy and weaknefs ; and the dying em-

peror demanded the head of the Perfian prince. AVith favage de-

light, he recognifed the familiar features of his brother :
"^ Thou art

" no longer Theophobus," he faid ; and, finking on his couch, he

added, with a faultering voice, " Soon, too foon, I Ihall be no more
" Theophilus!"

The Ruflians, who have borrowed from the Greeks the greatefl:

part of their civil and ecclefiaftical policy, preferved, till the laft

century, a fingular inilitution in the marriage of the Czar. They

collected, not the virgins of every rank and of every province, a

vain and romantic idea, but the daughters of the principal nobles,

who awaited in the palace the choice of their fovereign. It is af-

firmed, that a fimilar method was adopted in the nuptials of Theo-

philus. With a golden apple in his hand, he flowly walked be-

tween two lines of contending beauties : his eye was detained by the

charms of Icafia, nnd, in the awkwardnefs of a firfl: declaration, the

prince could only obferve, that, in this world, women had been the

taufe of much evil :
" And furely, fir," ilie pertly replied, " they

" have likewife been the occafion of much good." This afledation of

xmfeafo!ir>
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tmfeafonable wit difpleafed the Imperial lover: he turned afide in

difguft ; Icafia concealed her mortification in a convent ; and tlie

inodeft filence of Theodora was rewarded with the golden apple.

She delerved the love, but did not elcape the ieverity, of her lord.

From the palace garden he beheld a veflel deeply laden, and fteering

into the port : on the difcovery that the precious cargo of Syrian

luxury was the property of his wife, he condemned the ihip to the

flames, with a fharp reproach, that her avarice had degraded the

charaifler of an emprefs into that of a merchant. Yet his laft choice Michael iir.

entrufted her with the guardianihip of the empire and her fon Mi- January ^20.

chael, who was left an orphan in the fifth year of his age. The

reftoration of images, and the final extirpation of the Iconoclafts,

has endeared her name to the devotion of the Greeks j but in the

fervour of religious zeal, Theodora entertained a grateful regard for

the memory and falvation of her hufband. After thirteen years of

a prudent and frugal adminiftration, fiie perceived the decline of

her influence ; but the fecond Irene imitated only the virtues of her

predeceflbr. Inftead of confpiring againfl: the life or government

of her fon, ihe retired, without a ftruggle, though not without a

murmur, to the folitude of private life, deploring the ingratitude,

the vices, and the inevitable ruin, of the worthlefs youth.

Among the fucceflbrs of Nero and Elagabalus, we have not

hitherto found the imitation of their vices, the character of a Ro-

man prince who confidered pleafure as the objeiil of life, and virtue

as the enemy of pleafure. Whatever might have been the maternal

care of Theodora in the education of Michael the third, her unfor-

tunate fon was a king before he was a man. If the ambitious mother

laboured to check the progrefs of reafon, ihe could not cool the

ebullition of pafllon ; and her felfilTi policy was juftly repaid by

the contempt and ingratitude of the headilrong youth. At the age

of eighteen, he rejeded her authority, without feeling his own in-

F 2 capacity
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CHAP, capacity to jrovern the empire and h'lmfelf. AVitli Theodora, all
XLVJII.

. .

\-. -^ > gravity and wifdom retired from the court ; their place was fupplied

by the alternate dominion of vice and folly ; and it was impoifible,

•without forfeiting the public cfteem, to acquire or prelerve the

favour of the emperor. The millions of gold and filver which had

been accumulated for the fcrvice of the ftate, were laviflied on the

vilefl: of men, who flattered his paflions and fliared his pleafures

;

and in a reign of thirteen years, the richeft of fovereigns was com-

pelled to ftrip the palace and the churches of their precious furniture.

Like Nero, he delighted in the amufements of the theatre, and

fighed to be furpafled in the accompliihments in which he fliould

have bluflied to excel. Yet the ftudies of Nero in mufic and poetry,

betrayed forae fymptoms of a liberal tafte ; the more ignoble arts of

the fon of Theophilus were confined to the chariot-race of the hip-

podrome. The four fadlions which had agitated the peace, ftill

amufed the idlenefs, of the capital : for himfelf, the emperor aflumed

the blue livery ; the three rival colours were diftributed to his fa-

vourites, and in the vile though eager contention he forgot the

dignity of his perfon and the fafety of his dominions. He filenced

the meflenger of an invafion, who prcfumed to divert his attention

in the moft critical moment of the race ; and by his command, the

importunate beacons were extinguiihed, that too frequently fpread

the alarm from Tarfus to Conllantinople. The raoft ikilful cha-

rioteers obtained the firft place in his confidence and efteem ; their

merit was profufely rewarded ; the emperor feafiied in their houfes,

and prefented their children at the baptifmal font ; and while he ap-

plauded his own popularity, he afFeded to blame the cold and ftately

referve of his predeceflbrs. The unnatural lulls which had degraded

even the manhood of Nero, were banillied from the world
; yet the

ftrength of Michael was coniumed by the indulgence of love and

intemperance. In his midnight revels, when his paflions were in-

flamed
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flamed by wine, he was provoked to iiTue the moft fanguinary com- CHAP.
mands; and if any feehngs of humanity were left, he was reduced, with >.. ^ \j

the return of fenfe, to approve the falutary difobedience of his fervants.

But the moft extraordinary feature in the charafter of Michael, is

the profane mockery of the religion of his country. The fuperfti-

tion of the Greeks might indeed excite the fmile of a phllofopher

:

but his fmile would have been rational and temperate, and he muft

have condemned the ignorant folly of a youth who infulted the

objedts of public veneration. A buffoon of the court was in-

verted in the robes of the patriarch : his twelve metropolitans,

among whom the emperor was ranked, affumed their ecclefiaftical

garments : they ufed or abufed the facred veiTels of the altar ; and

in their bacchanalian feails, the holy communion was adminiftered

in a naufeous compound of vinegar and muftard. Nor were thefe

impious fpeftacles concealed from the eyes of the city. On the day

of a folemn feftival, the emperor, with his biihops or buffoons, rode

on affes through the ftreets, encountered the true patriarch at the

head of his clergy ; and by their licentious iliouts and obfcene gef-

tures, difordered the gravity of the Chrlftian proceflion. The devo-

tion of Michael appeared only in fome offence to reafon or piety :

he received his theatrical crowns from the ftatue of the Virgin ; and

an imperial tomb was violated for the fake of burning the bones of

Conftantine the Iconoclaft. By this extravagant condudi;, the fon

of Theophllus became as contemptible as he was odious : every

citizen was impatient for the deliverance of his country ; and even

the favourites of the moment were apprehenfive that a caprice might

fnatch away what a caprice had bellowed. In the thirtieth year of

his age, and in the hour of intoxication and fleep, Michael the third

v\'as murdered in his chamber by the founder of a new dynafty,

whom the emperor had railed to an equality of rank and power.

The



3^ THE DECLINE AND FALL

^y^vm^' '^'^^ genealogy of Bafil tlic Macedonian (if it be not tlie fpuiious

«.
^ > offspring of pride and flattery) exhibits a genuine pidure of the rcvo-

MaccJonian, lution of the mofi illuflrious families. The Arfacides, the rivals of

Sept.'
2^'' Ronie, poiTefTed the fceptre of the Eail near four hundred years

:

a younger branch of thefe Parthian kings continued to reign in

Armenia ; and their royal dcfcendants furvivcd the partition and

. fcrviiude of that ancient monarchy. Two of thcfc, Artabanus and

Chlienes, efcaped or retired to the co'.'.rt of Leo the firfl: : his bounty

fcated them in a fafe and hofpitable exile, in the province of Ma-

cedonia : Adrianople was their final fettlement. During feveral ge-

nerations they maintained the dignity of their birth ; and their

Roman patriotifin rejeded the tempting offers of the Perfian and

Arabian powers, recalled them to their native country. l>ut

their fplendour was infenfibly clouded by time and poverty ; and the

father of Bafil was reduced to a fmall farm, which he cultivated

with his own liands : yet he fcorned to difgracc the blood of the

Arfacides by a plebeian alliance : his wife, a widow of Adrianople,

was pleafed to count among her anceftors, the great Conftantine

;

and their royal infant was conneded by fome dark affinitv of lineage

or country with the Macedonian Alexander. No fooner was he

born, than the cradle of Bafil, his family, and his city, were fwept

away by an inundation of the Bulgarians : he was educated a flave

in a foreign land ; and in this fevere difcipline, he acquired the

hardinefs of body and flexibility of mind which promoted his future

elevation. In the age of youth or manhood he fliarcd the deliver-

ance of the Roman captives, who gcneroufly broke their fetters,

marched through Bulgaria to the fliores of the Euxine, defeated two

armies of Barbarians, embarked in the fliips which had been ftationed

for their reception, and returned to Conftantinople, from whence

they were diftributed to their refpedive homes. But the freedom of

7 Bafil
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Bafil was naked and deftitute : his farm was ruined by the cahiml- CHAP.
XLVIII.

ties of war : after his father's death, his manual labour, or fervicc,

could no longer fupport a family of orphans j and he refolved to feek

a more confpicuous theatre, in which every virtue and every vice

may lead to the paths of greatnels. The hrft night of his arrival at

Conftantinople, without friends or money, the weary pilgrim flept

on the fteps of the church of St. Diomede : he was fed by the cafual

hofpitality of a monk ; and was introduced to the fervice of a couiin.

and namefake of the emperor Theophilus ; who, though hirafelf of a

diminutive perfon, was always followed by a train of tall and hand-

fome domeftics. Bafil attended his patron to the government of

Peloponnefus J eclipfed, by his perfonal merit, the birth and dignity of

Tlieophilus, and formed an ufeful connexion with a wealthy and

charitable matron of Patras. Her fpirltual or carnal love embraced

the young adventurer, whom ihe adopted as her fon. Danielis pre-

fented him with thirty ilaves ; and the produce of her bounty was

ex^pended in the fupport of his brothers, and the purchafe of fome

large eftates in Macedonia. His gratitude or ambition ftill at-

tached him to the fervice of Theophilus ; and a lucky accident re-

commended him to the notice of the court. A famous wreftler, in

the train of the Bulgarian ambafiadors, had defied, at the royal ban-

quet, the boldeft and mod robufl of the Greeks. The ftrength of

Bafd was praifed ; he accepted the challenge ; and the Barbarian

champion was overthrown at the firfi: onfet. A beautiful but vicious

horfe was condemned to be hamftrung : it was fubdued by the dex-

terity and courage of the fervant of Theophilus ; and his conqueror

was promoted to an honourable rank in the Imperial ftables. But it

was impoiTible to obtain the confidence of Michael, without comply-

ing with his vices ; and his new favourite, the great chamberlain of

the palace, was raifed and fupported by a difgraceful marriage with

a royal concubine, and the diihonour of his fifter, who fucceeded to

her
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her place. The public adminiftration had becu abandoned to the

Caefar Bardas, the brother and enemy of Theodora ; but the arts of

female influence perluaded Michael to hate and to fear his uncle :

he was drawn from Conftantinople, under the pretence of a Cretan

expedition, and ftabbed in the tent of audience, by the fword of the

chamberlain, and in the prefence of the emperor. About a month

after this execution, Bafil was iuvefted with the title of Auguftus

and the government of the empire. He fupported this unequal af-

fociation till his influence was fortified by popular efteein. His life

was endangered by the caprice of the emperor ; and his dignity was

profaned by a fecond colleague, who had rowed in the gallies. Yet

the murder of his benefadior mufl: be condemned as an a€t of in-

gratitude and treafon ; and the churches which he dedicated to the

name of St. Michael, were a poor and puerile expiation of his

guilt.

The different ages of Bafil the firfl, may be compared with thofe

of Augufl:us. The fituation of the Greek did not allow him in i-his

earlieft youth to lead an army againfl: his countiy, or to profcribe

the nobleft; of her fons ; but his afplring genius ftooped to the arts

of a flave ; he difl~embled his ambition and even his virtues, and

grafped, with the bloody hand of an aiTaflln, the empire which he

ruled with the wifdom and tendernefs of a parent. A private citizen

may feel his interefl repugnant to his duty ; but it mull be from a

deficiency of fenfe or courage, that an abfolute monarch can feparatc

his happinefs from his glory, or his glory from the public welfare.

The life or panegyric of Bafil has indeed been compofed and pub-

liihed under the long reign of his defcendants ; but even their fta-

bility on the throne may be juftly afcribed to the fuperior merit of

their anceftor. In his charader, his grandfon Conftantine has at-

tempted to delineate a perfect image of royalty : but that feeble

prince, unlcfs he had copied a real model, could not eafily have

5 foared
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ibared fo high above the level of his own conduft or conceptions.

But the moft folid pralfe of Bafil is dravi'n from the comparilbn of

a ruined and a flouriihing monarchy, that which he wrefted from

the diilolute Michael, and that which he bequeathed to the Mace-

donian dynafty. The evils which had been fandtified by time and

example, were corredled by his mailer-hand; and he revived, if not

the national fpirit, at leafl the order and majefty of the Roman em-

pire. His application was indefatigable, his temper cool, his un-

derftanding vigorous and decifive ; and in his pradice he obierved

that rare and falutary moderation, which purfues each virtue, at an

equal diftanci between the oppofile vices. His military fervice had

been confined to the palace ; nor was the emperor endowed

with the fpirit or the talents of a wnrrion Yet under his reign

the Roman arms were again formidable to the Barbarians. As fcon

as he had formed a new army by difcipline and exercife, he appeared

in perfon on the banks of the Euphrates, curbed the pride of the

Saracens, and fuppreiTed the dangerous though juft revolt of the

Manichxans. His indignation againft a rebel who had long eluded

his purfuit, provoked him to wiih and to pray, that, by the grace

of God, he might drive three arrows into the head of Chryfochir.

That odious head, which had been obtained by treafon rather than

by valour, was fufpended from a ti'ee, and thrice expofed to the

dexterity of the Imperial archer : a bafe revenge againft the dead,

more worthy of the times, than of the chara£ter of Bafil. But his

principal merit was in the civil adminiftration of the finances and of

the laws. To repleniih an exhaufted treafury, it was propofed to

refume the lavifh and ill-placed gifts of his predeceilbr : his prudence

abated one moiety of the reftitution ; and a fum of twelve hundred

thoufand pounds was Inftantly procured to anfwer the moft prefting

demands, and to allow fome fpace for the mature operations of

ceconomy. Among the various fchemes for the improvement of the

Vol. V. G revenue.
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CHAP, revenue, a new mode was fuggefted of capitation, or tribute, which

»—-V ' would have too much depended on the arbitrary difcretion of the

aflfeflors. A fufficient Hft of honeft and able agents was inftantly

produced by the miniftcr ; but on the more careful fcrutiny of Bafil

himfelf, only two could be found, who might be fafely entruRed

with fuch dangerous powers; and they juftified his efteem by de-

clining his confidence. But the ferious and fuccefsful diligence of

the emperor eftabliflied by degrees an equitable balance of property

and payment, of receipt and expenditure : a peculiar fund was ap-

propriated to each fervice ; and a public method fecured the intereft

of the prince and the property of the people. After reforming the

luxury, he afligned two patrimonial eftates to fupply the decent

plenty, of the Imperial table : the contributions of the fubjeit were

referved for his defence ; and the reiidue was employed in the em-

belliihment of the capital and provinces. A tafte for building, how-

ever coftly, may deferve fome praife and much excufe : from thence

induftry is fed, art is encouraged, and fome objetil is attained of

public emolument or pleafure : the ufe of a road, an aqueduft, or an

hofpital, is obvious and folid ; and the hundred churches that arofe

by the command of Bafil, were confecrated to the devotion of the

age. In the charafter of a judge, he was aifiduous and impartial

;

defirous to fave, but not afraid to ftrike : the oppreflbrs of the people

were feverely chaftifed ; but his perfonal foes, Avhom it might be

imfafe to pardon, were condemned, after the lofs of their eyes, to a

life of folitude and repentance. The change of language and man-

ners demanded a revifion of the obfolete jurifprudence of Juftinian :

the voluminous body of his Inftitutes, Pandedts, Code, and Novels,

was digeftcd under forty titles, in the Greek idiom ; and the Bafil'icSy

which were improved and completed by his fon and grandfon, muft

be referred to the original genius of the founder of their race. This

glorious reign was terminated by an accident in the chace. A fu-

rious.
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rious ftag entangled his horns in the beltofBafil, and ralfed him CHAP.
XLVIII

frona his horfe : he was refcued by an attendant, who cut the belt y... -v- 1>

and flew the animal ; but the fall, or the fever, exhaufted the ftrength

of the aged monarch, and he expired in the palace, amidft the tears

of his family and people. If he ftruck off the head of the faithful

fervant, for prefuming to draw his fword againft his fovereign ; the

pride of defpotifm, which had lain dormant in his life, revived in

the laft moments of defpair, when he no longer wanted or valued the

opinion of mankind.

Of the four fons of the emperor, Conftantine died before his Leo vr. the

father, whofe grief and credulity were amufed by a flattering im- a.'d.

poftor and a vain apparition. Stephen, the youngeft, was content

with the honours of a patriarch and a faint ; both Leo and Alex-

ander were alike inveflied with the purple, but the powers of govern-

ment were folely exercifed by the elder brother. The name of Leo

the fixth has been dignified with the title of ph'tlofopher ; and the

union of the prince and the fage, of the a£live and fpeculative vir-

tues, would indeed confliitute the perfection of human nature. But

the claims of Leo are far ihort of this ideal excellence. Did he re-

duce his paiiions and appetites under the dominion of reafon ? His

life was fpent in the pomp of the palace, in the fociety of his wives

and concubines ; and even the clemency which he ihewed, and the

peace which he ftrove to preferve, muft be imputed to the foftnefs

and indolence of his charader. Did he fubdue his prejudices,

and thofe of his fubjedls ? His mind was tinged with the moil puerile

fuperftition ; the influence of the clergy, and the errors of the people,

were confecrated by his laws ; and the oracles of Leo, which i-eveal,

in prophetic ilyle, the fates of the empire, are founded on the arts

of aftrology and divination. If we fl:ill enquire the reafon of his

fage appellation, it can only be replied, that the fon of Bafil was

lefs ignorant than the greater part of his contemporaries in church

G 2 and

\
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^XLvm^'
^"^^ ^^^^

'
^^'''^ '^^^ education had been dlreded by the learned Pho-

c—

V

' tius ; and that feveral books of profane and ecclcfiailical fciencc

were compofed by the pen, or in the name, of the Imperial ph'ilofo'

phcr. But the reputation of his philofophy and religion was over-

thrown by a domeftic vice, the repetition of his nuptials. The pri-

mitive ideas of the merit and holinefs of celibacy, were preached by

the monks and entertained by the Greeks. Marriage was allowed

as a neceflary means for the propagation of mankind ; after the

death of either party, the furv'ivor might fatisfy by ^ fccond union,

rhe weakncfs or the ftrength of the fleih : but a third marriage was

cenfured as a ftate of legal fornication ; and a fourth was a fin or

fcandal as yet unknown to the Chriftians of the Eaft. In the be-

ginning of his reign, Leo himfelf had aboliihed the ftate of concu-

bines, and condemned, without annulling, third marriages : but his

patriotifm and love foon compelled him to violate his own laws, and

to incur the penance, which in a fimilar cafe he had impofed on

his fubjecls. In his three firft alliances, his nuptial bed was un-

fruitful ; the emperor required a female companion, and the empire

a legitimate heir. The beautiful Zoe was introduced into the palace

as a concubine ; and after a trial of her fecundity, and the birth of

Conftantlne, her lover declared his intention of legitimating the

mother and the child, by the celebration of his fourth nuptials. But

the patriarch Nicholas refufed his blefling : the Imperial baptifm of

the young prince was obtained by a promife of feparatlon ; and the

contumacious hufband of Zoe was excluded from the comipunion

of the faithful. Neither the fear of exile, nor the defertion of his

brethren, nor the authority of the Latin church, nor the danger of

failure or doubt in the fucccfiion to the empire, could bend the

fpirit of the inflexible monk. After the death of Leo, he was re-

called from exile to the civil and ecclefiaftical adminiftration ; and

the cdid of union whith was promulgated in the name of Conftan-

17 tine,

;
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tine, condemned the future fcandal of fourth marriages, and left a

tacit imputation on his own birth.

In the Greek language, purple and porphyry are the fame word : Alexnnder,

and as the colours of nature are invariable, we may learn, that a tine Vir.

dark deep red was the Tyrian dye which ftained the purple of the ^^l^
>f°S^-

ancients. An apartment of the Byzantine palace was lined with ^^*^"*

porphyry : it was referved for the ufe of the pregnant emprefles

;

and the royal birth of their children was expreiled by the appellation

of porphyrogen'ite, or born in the purple. Several of the Roman

princes had been bleifed with an heir ; but this peculiar furname was

firil applied to Conilantine the feventh. His life and titular reign were

of equal duration ; but of fifty-four y_ears, fix had elapfed before his

father's death; and the fon of Leo was ever the voluntary or reluQant

fubje£t of thofe who opprefi'ed his weaknefs or abufed his confidence.

His uncle Alexander, who had long been inverted with the title of

Auguftus, was the firft colleague and governor of the young prince :

but in a rapid career of vice and folly, the brother of Leo already emu-

lated the reputation of Michael ; and when he was extinguillied by a

timely death, he entertained a projed: of caftrating his nephew, and

leaving the empire to a worthlefs favourite. The fucceeding years of

the minority of Conftantine were occupied by his mother Zoe, and a

fucceiliou or council of feven regents, who purlued their intereft, grati-

fied their pafflons, abandoned the republic, fupplanted each other, and

finally vaniihed in the prefence of a foldier. From an obfcure origin,

Romanus Lecapenus had railed himielf to the command of the naval

armies ; and in the anarchy of the times, had deferved, or at leaft had

obtained, the national efteem. With a viiilorious and affedionate fleet,

he failed from the mouth of the Danube into the harbour of Con-

ftantinople, and was hailed as the deliverer of the people, and the

guardian of the prince. His fupreme office was at firft defined by

the new appeUation of father cf the emperor; but Romanus fooi>

difdalned
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c P. tlli'daiiieJ the fubordinate powers of a minifter, and aflumed, with

' ^ ' the titles of Csefar and Auguftus, the full independence of royalty,

Lccapenus, which he held near five and twenty years. His three fons, Chrifto-

Dec
^^'^' pher, Stephen, and Couftantine, were fucceifivcly adorned with the

Chriiloph:r, fa^g honours, and the lawful emperor was degraded from the firil

Coniian- to the fifth rank in this college of princes. Yet, in the prefcrvatioii

of his life and crown, he might ftill applaud his own fortune and

the clemency of the ufurper. The examples of ancient and modern

hiftory would have excufed the amhition of Romanus : the powers

and the laws of the empire were in his hand ; the fpurious birth of

Conftantine would have juftified his exclufion ; and the grave or

the monaftery was open to receive the fon of the concubine. But

Lecapenus does not appear to have poiTcfled either the virtues or the

vices of a tyrant. The fpirit and aftivity of his private life dif-

folved away in the funihine of the throne ; and in his licentious

pleafures, he forgot the fafety both of the republic and of his family.

Of a mild and religious charadter, he refpedtcd the fanftity of oaths,

the innocence of the youth, the memory of his parents and the at-

tachment of the people. The ftudious temper and retirement of

Conftantine, difarmed the jealoufy of power : his books and mufic,

his pen and his pencil, were a conftant fource of amufement ; and

if he could improve a fcanty allowance by the fale of his piftures,

if their price was not enhanced by the name of the artift, he was

endowed with a perfonal talent, which few princes could employ in

the hour of adverfity.

Conftan- The fall of Romanus was occafioned by his own vices and thofe

^"'d
'', of his children. After the deceaie of Chriftopher, his eldeft fon, the

January 27. two furviving brothers quarrelled with each other, and conipired

againft their father. At the hour of noon, when all ftrangers were

regularly excluded from the palace, they entered his apartment with

an armed force, and conveyed him, in the habit of a monk, to a

fmall

13
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fmall iiland in the Propontis, which was peopled by a relieious com- CHAP.
XLVIII

munity. The rumour of this domeftic revolution excited a tumult •_ .- \j

in the city ; but Porphyrogenitus alone, the true and lawful empe-

ror, was the obje<il of the public care ; and the fons of Lecapenus

were taught, by tardy experience, that they had atchieved a guilty

and perilous enterprife for the benefit of their rival. Their fifter

Helena, the wife of Conilantine, revealed, or fuppofed, their trea-

cherous defign of aflaiTmating her hufband at the royal banquet. His

loyal adherents were alarmed ; and the two ufurpers were prevented,

feized, degraded from the purple, and embarked for the fame iiland

and monaftery where their father had been fo lately confined. Old

Romanus met them on the beach with a farcaflic fmile, and, after

a juft reproach of their folly and ingratitude, prefented his Imperial

colleagues with an equal fhare of his water and vegetable diet.

the fortieth year of his reign, Conftantine the feventh obtained the pof-

felfion of the Eaftern world, which he ruled, or feemed to rule, near fif-

teen years. But he was devoid of that energy of character which could

emerge into a life of adlion and glory ; and the ftudies which had amufed

and dignified his leifure, were incompatible with the ferious duties

of a fovereign. The emperor negleded the praiflice, to inftrudl his

fon Romanus in the theory, of government : while he indulged the

habits of intemperance and iloth, he dropt the reins of the admi-

niftration into the Lands of Helena his wife; and, in the fliifting

fcene of her favour and caprice, each minifler was regretted in the

promotion of a more worthlefs fucceflbr. Yet the birth and mif-

fortunes of Conftantine had endeared him to the Greeks ; they ex-

cufed his failings ; they refpedled his learning, his innocence, and

^charity, his love of juftice ; and the ceremony of his funeral was
mourned with the unfeigned tears of his fubjedls. The body, ac-

cording to ancient cuftom, lay in ftate in the veftibule of the palace j

and the civil and military cfiicers, the patricians, the fenate, and the

clergy.
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clergy, approached in due order to adore and klfs the inanimate

corpfe of their fovereign. Before the procelTion moved towards the

Imperial fcpulchre, an herald proclaimed this awful admonition :

" Arife, king of the world, and obey the fummons of the King

" of kings
!"

Romanus II. The death of Conflantine was imputed to poifon ; and his fon

A.^D.o-o. Romanus, who derived that name from his maternal grandfather,

Nov. 15. afcended the throne of Conftantinople. A prince who, at the age

of twenty, could be fufpeded of anticipating his inheritance, muil

have been already loft in the public efleem
;
yet Romanus was ra-

ther weak than wicked ; and the largeft fhare of the guilt was tranf-

ferred to his wife, Theophano, a woman of bafe origin, mafculine

fpirit, and flagitious manners. The fenfe of perfonal glory and

public happincfs, the true pleafures of royalty, were unknown to

the fon of Conftantine ; and, while the two brothers, Nicephorus

and Leo, triumphed over the Saracens, the hours which the emperor

owed to his people were confumed in ftrenuous idlenefs. In the

morning he vifitcd the circus; at noon he feafted the fenators ; the

greater part of the afternoon he fpent in the fphar'ifler'ium^ or tennis-

court, the only theatre of his vlftories ; from thence he paflcd over

to the Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, hunted and killed four wild

boars of the largeft fize, and returned to the palace, proudly con-

tent with the labours of the day. In ftrength and beauty he was

confpicuous above his equals : tall and ftreight as a young cyprefs,

his complexion was fair and florid, his eyes fparkling, his ihoulders

broad, his nofe long and aquiline. Yet even thefe perfedions were

infuflicient to fix the love of Theophano ; and, after a reign of four

years, flie mingled for her hufband the fame deadly draught which

ihe had compofed for his father.

Nicepho- By his marriage with this impious woman, Romanus the younger

iphocas ^eft two fons, Bafil the fecond and Conftantine the ninth, and two

daughters,
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daughters, Theophano and Anne. The eldeft fifter was given to Otlio CHAP,
the fecond, emperor of the Weft ; the younger became the wife cf w—v-—1^
AVolodomir, great duke and apoftle of RuiTia, and, by the marriage of AupuH^o.'''

her grand-daughter with Henry the firft, king of France, the blood of

the Macedonians, and perhaps of the Arfacides, ftill flows in the veins

of the Bourbon line. After the death of her hufband, the emprefs

afpired to reign in the name of her fons, the elder of whom was

five, and the younger only two, years of age ; but flie foon felt

the inftabihty of a throne, which was fupported by a female who
could not be efteemed, and two infants who could not be feared.

Theophano looked around for a protestor, and threw herfelf into

the arms of the braveft foldier ; her heart was capacious ; but the

deformity of the new favourite rendered it more than probable that

intereft was the motive and excufe of her love. Nicephorus Phocas

united, in the popular opinion, the double merit of an hero and a

faint. In the former charadler, his qualifications were genuine and

fplendid : the defcendant of a race, illuftrious by their militaiy ex-

ploits, he had difplayed, in every ftation and in every province, the

courage of a foldier and the condudl of a chief; and Nicephorus

was crowned with recent laurels, from the important conqueft of

the ifle of Crete. His religion was of a more ambiguous caft ; and

his haircloth, his fafts, his pious idiom, and his wiih to retire from

the bufmefs of the world, were a convenient maik for his dark and

dangerous ambition. Yet he impofed on an holy patriarch, by

whofe influence, and by a decree of the fenate, he was entrufted

during the minority of the young princes, with the abfolute and

independent command of the Oriental armies. As foon as he had

fecured the leaders and the troops, he boldly marched to Conftanti-

nople, trampled on his enemies, avowed his correfpondence with the

emprefs, and, without degrading her ions, afl~umed with the title of

Auguftus, the pre-emioence of rank and the plenitude of power.

Vol. V. But
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C A P. But liis marriage with Theophano was rcfufed by the fame patriarch

^_ -.- ,' who had placed the crown on his head : by his fecond nuptials he

incurred a year of canonical penance ; a bar of fpiritual affinity

was oppofed to their celebration ; and fome evafion and perjury

were required to filence the fcrijples of the clergy and people. The

popularity of the emperor was loft in the purple : in a reign of fix

years he provoked the hatred of ftrangers and fubjeds ; and the hy-

pocrify and avarice of the firft Nicephorus were revived in his fuc-

ceflbr. Hypocrify I ihall never juftify or palliate ; but I will dare

to obferve, that the odious vice of avarice is of all others moft haftily

arraigned, and moft unmercifully condemned. In a private citizen,

our judgment feldom expeds an accurate fcrutiny into his fortune

and expence ; and in a ftcward of the public treafure, frugality is

always a virtue, and the encreafe of taxes too often an indifpenfable

duty. In the ufe of his patrimony, the generous temper of Nice-

phorus had been proved ; and the revenue was ftridlly applied to the

fervice of the ftate : each fpring the emperor marched in perfon

againft the Saracens ; and every Roman might compute the employ-

ment of his taxes in triumphs, conquefts, and the fecurity of the

Eaftern barrier.

]ohn Zimif- Among the warriors who promoted his elevation, and fcrved under
ces, Bafil II.

j^jg ftandard, a noble and valiant Armenian had deferved and ob-
Conftan- '

tine IX. tained the moft eminent rewards. The ftature of Tohn Zimifces was
A. D. 969, . ....
Dec. 25. below the ordmary ftandard ; but this diminutive body was endowed

with ftrength, beauty, and the foul of an hero. By the jealoufy of

the emperor's brother, he was degraded from the office of general

of the Eaft, to that of diredor of th'^ pofts, and his murmurs were

chaftifed with difgrace and exile. But Zimifces was ranked among

the numerous lovers of the emprefs : on her interceffion, he was per-

mitted to refide at Chalcedon, in the neighbourhood of the capital

:

her bounty was repaid in his clandeftine and amorous vifits to the

palace

;
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palace ; and Theophano confented, with alacrity, to the death of an

ugly and penurious hufband. Some bold and trufty confpirators

were concealed in her moft private chambers : in the darkneis of a

winter night, Zimifces, with his principal companions, embarked in

a fmall boat, traverfed the Bofphorus, landed at the palace itairs, and

lilently afcended a ladder of ropes, which was call down by the

female attendants. Neither his own fufpicions, nor the warnings of

his friends, nor the tardy aid of his brother Leo, nor the fortrefs which

he had ereded in the palace, could proted Nicephorus from a do-

meRlc foe, at whofe voice every door was opened to the aflaffins.

As he flept on a bear-ikin, on the ground, he was roufed by their

noify intrufion, and thirty daggers glittered before his eyes. It is

doubtful whether Zimifces imbrued his hands in the blood of his fo-

vereign ; but he enjoyed the inhuman fpedacle of revenge. The

murder was protradled by infult and cruelty ; and as foon as the head

of Nicephorus was ihewn from the window, the tumult was hufhed,

and the Armenian was emperor of the Eaft. On the day of his

coronation, he was flopped on the threihold of St. Sophia, by the

intrepid patriarch ; who charged his confcience with the deed of

treafon and blood ; and required, as a fign of repentance, that he

ihould feparate himfelf from his more criminal aifociate. This fally

of apoftolic zeal was not offenfive to the prince, fmce he could nei-

ther love nor ttuft a woman who had repeatedly violated the moil

facred obligations ; and Theophano, inftead of fharing his Imperial

fortune, was difmiifed with ignominy from his bed and palace.

In their laft interview, fhe difplayed a frantic and Impotent rage ;

accufed the ingratitude of her lover; aifaulted, with words and blows,

her fon Bafil, as he ftood filent and fubmiffive in the prefencx* of a

fuperior colleague ; and avowed her own proflitutlon, in proclaim-

ing the illegitimacy of his birth. The public indignation was ap-

peafed by her exile, and the puniihment of the meaner accomplices

:

2 the
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*'x-^vm^*
^^^^ ^'^^^^^ °^ ^^"^ unpopular prince was forgiven; and the guilt of

*~ -v~—.> Zimifces was forgotten in the fplendour of his virtues. Perhaps his

profufion was lefs ufeful to the ftate than the avarice of Nicephorus

;

but his gentle and generous behaviour delighted all who approached

his perfon ; and it was only in the paths of victory that he trod in

the footfteps of his predeceflbr. The greateft part of his reign was

employed in the camp and the field : his perfonal valour and adti-

vlty were fignalized on the Danube and the Tigris, the ancient

boundaries of the Roman world ; and by his double triumph over

the Ruffians and the Saracens, he deferved the titles of favlour of

the empire, and conqueror of the Eaft. In his laft return from

Syria, he obferved that the moil fruitful lands of his new provinces

were poiTefied by the eunuchs. " And is it for them," he exclaimed,

•with honeft Indignation, " that we have fought and conquered ? Is

*'
it for them that we ihed our blood, and exhauft the treafures of

" our people ?" The complaint was re-echoed to the palace, and the

death of Zimifces is ftrongly marked with the fufplcion of poifon.

Bafil II. and Under this ufurpation, or regency, of twelve years, the two lawful

tine iX." emperors, Bafil and Conftantine, had filently grown to the age of

A. D. 97O, manhood. Their tender years had been incapable of dominion : the
January 10. ' '

refpedtful modefty of their attendance and falutation, was due to the

age and merit of their guardians : the childlefs ambition of thofe

guardians had no temptation to violate their right of fucceffion :

their patrimony was ably and faithfully adminiftered ; and the pre-

mature death of Zimifces was a lofs, rather than a bene6t, to the fons

of Romanus. Their want of experience detained them twelve years

longer the obfcure and voluntary pupils of a mlnifter, who extended

his reign by perfuadlng them to Indulge the pleafures of youth, and

to dlfdain the labours of government. In this filken web, the weak-

nefs of Conflantine was for ever entangled ; but his elder brother felt

the impulfe of genius and the defire of action ; he frowned, and the

1

2

mlnifter
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mhilftcr was no more. Bafil was the acknowledged fovereign of C A P.

Conftantinople and the provinces of Europe ; but Afia was opprefled
'

'

by two veteran generals, Phocas and Sclerus, who, alternately friends

and enemies, fubjedls and rebels, maintained their independence, and

laboured to emulate the example of fuccefsful ufurpation. Againft

thefe domcfl-ic enemies, the fon of Romanus firft drew his fword, and

they trembled in the prefence of a lawful and high-fpirited prince.

The firil in the front of battle was thrown from his horfe, by the

ftroke of poifon, or an arrow : the fecond, who had been twice

loaded with chains, and twice inverted with the purple, was defirous

of ending in peace the fmall remainder of his days. As the aged fup-

pliant approached the throne, with dim eyes and faultering fteps,

leaning on his two attendants, the emperor exclaimed, in the info-

lence of youth and power, " And is this the man who has fo long

" been the objedt of our terror ?" After he had confirmed his own
authority, and the peace of the empire, the trophies of Nicephoru3

and Zimifces would not fuffer their royal pupil to ileep in the palace-

His long and frequent expeditions againft the Saracens were rather

glorious, than ufeful to the empire ; but the final deftrudion of the

kingdom of Bulgaria appears, fince the time of Belifarius, the moft

important triumph of the Roman arms. Yet inftead of applauding

their viiilorious prince, his fubjeits detefted the rapacious and rigid

avarice of Bafil ; and in the imperfedl narrative of his exploits, we

can only difcern the courage, patience, and ferocioufnefs, of a foldier.

A vicious education, which could not fubdue his fpirit, had clouded

his mind ; he \\~, ignorant of every fcience ; and the remembrance

of his learned and feeble grandfire might encourage his real or af-

feiled contempt of laws and lawyers, of artifts and arts. Of fuch

a charadter, in fuch an age, fuperftition took a firm and lafting poi-

feffion ; after the firft licence of his youth, Bafil the fecond devoted

his life, in the palace and the camp, to the penance of an hermit,

wore
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Conftan-
tine IX.

A. D. 10Z5

December.

Roman usIII.

Argvrus,

A.D. 1028,

Nov. 12.

wore the monaillc habit under his robes and armour, obferved a vow

of continence, and impofed on his appetites a perpetual abftinence

from wine and flefh. In the fixty-eighth year of his age, his mar-

tial fpirit urged him to embark in perfon for a holy war againft the

Saracens of Sicily ; he was prevented by death, and Bafil, furnamed

the Slayer of the Bulgarians, was dirmiifed from the world, with

the blciTings of the clergy and the curfcs of the people. After his

deceafe, his brother Conitantine enjoyed, about three years, the power,

or rather the pleafures, of royalty ; and his only care was the fettle-

ment of the fucceffion. He had enjoyed,, fixty-fix years, the title

of Auguftus ; and the reign of the two brothers is the longeft,

and moft oblcurc, of the Byzantine hiftory.

A lineal fucceffion of live emperors, in a period of an hundred

and fixty years, had attached the loyalty of the Greeks to the Mace-

donian dynafty, which had been thrice refpeiiled by the ufurpers of

their power. After the death of Conftantine the ninth, the laft male

of the royal race, a new and broken fccne prefents itfelf, and the ac-

cumulated yearsvof twelve emperors do not equal the fpace of his

fmgle reign. His elder brother had preferred his private chaftity to

the public intereft, and Conftantine himfelf had only three daughters ;

Eudocia, who took the veil, and Zoe and Theodora, who were pre-

• ferved till a mature age in a ftate of ignorance and virginity. When
their marriage was difcufled in the council of their dying father, the

cold or pious Theodora refufed to give an heir to the empire, but

her fifter Zoe prefented herfelf a willing vidtim at the altar. Ro-

manus Argyrus, a patrician of a graceful perfon and fair reputatioii,

was chofen for her hufband, and, on his declining that honour, was

informed, that blindnefs or death was the fecond alternative. The

motive of his reluitance was conjugal afleftion, but his faithful wife

facrlficed her own happinefs to his fafety and greatnefs ; and her en-

trance into a monaftery removed the only bar to the Imperial nup-

16 tials.
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tials. After the deceafe of Conftantine, the fceptre devolved to C A P."" '
XLVill.

Romanus the third ; but his labours at home and abroad were equally > , /

feeble and fruitlefs ; and the mature age, the forty-eight years of

Zoe, were lefs favourable to the hopes of pregnancy than to the

indulgence of pleafure. Her favourite chaml^erlain was an hand-

fome Paphlagonian of the name of Michael, whofe firft trade had

been that of a money-changer ; and Romanus, either from gratitude

or equity, connived at their criminal intercourfe, or accepted a flight

aifurance of their innocence. But Zoe foon juftified the Rom?.ri

maxim, th'at every adultrefs is capable of poifoning her hufband
;

and the death of Romanus was inftantly followed by the fcandalous

marriage and elevation of Michael the fourth. The expedations of M^chati iv.

.. ~ , , , ,
f, .

the Paphia-

Zoe were hov/ever diiappomted : inuead of a vigorous and grateful gonian,

lover, ilie had placed in her bed, a miferable wretch, whofe health April' ii-'

and reafon were impaired by epileptic fits, and whofe confcience

was tormented by defpair and remorfe. The moft fkilful phyficians

of the mind and body were fummoned to his aid ; and his hopes

were amufed by frequent pilgrimages to the baths, and to the tombs

of the moft popular faints ; the monks applauded his penance, and,

except reftitution (but to whom fhould he have reftored ?) Michael

fought every method of expiating his guilt. While he groaned and

prayed in fackcloth and allies, his brother, the eunuch John, fmiled

at his remorfe, and enjoyed the harveft of a crime of which him-

felf was the fecret and moft guilty author. His adminiftration was

only the art of fatiating his avarice, and Zoe became a captive in

the palace of her fathers and in the hands of her ilaves. When he

perceived the irretrievable decline of his brother's health, he intro-

duced his nephew, another Michael, who derived his furname of

Calaphates from his father's occupation in the careening of veiTcls :

at the command of the eunuch, Zoe adopted for her fon, the fon of

a me-
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a mechanic ; and this fiditious heir was invefted with the title and

purple of the Caefars, in the prefence of the fenate and clergy. So

feeble was the charader of Zoe, that Ihe was opprefled by the liberty

and power which ihe recovered by the death of the Paphlagonian
;

and at the end of four days, ihe placed the crown on the head of

Michael the fifth, who had protcfted, Avith tears and oaths, that he

fliould ever reign the fivil and moft obedient of her fubjecls. The

only a£t of his fhort reign, was his bafe ingratitude to his benefac-

tors, the eunuch and the emprefs. The difgrace of the former was

pleafing to the public ; but the murmurs, and at length the clamours,

of Conftantinople deplored the exile of Zoe, the daughter of fo many

emperors ; her vices were forgotten, and Michael was taught, that

there is a period in which the patience of the tamed ilaves rifes into

fury and revenge. The citizens of every degree aflembled in a

formidable tumult which lafted three days; they befieged the palace,

forced the gates, recalled their fmibers, Zoe from her prifon, Theo-

dora from her monaftery, and condemned the fon of Calaphates to

the lofs of his eyes or of his life. For the firft time, the Greeks

beheld with furprife the two royal fifters feated on the fame throne,

prefiding in the fenate, and giving audience to the ambafladors of

the nations. But this fmgular union fubfifted no more than two

months ; the two fovereigns, their tempers, interefts, and adherents,

were fecretly hoftile to each other ; and as Theodora was ftill averfe

to marriage, the indefatigable Zoe, at the age of fixty, confented,

for the public good, to fuftain the embraces of a third huiband, and

the cenfures of the Greek church. His name and number were

Conftantine the tenth, and the epithet of Monomachiis^ the fmgle

combatant, muft have been exprcilive of his valour and vidory in

fome public or private quarrel. But his health was broken by the

tortures of the gout, and his diflblute reign was fpent in the alter-

native
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native of ficknefs and pleafure. A fair and noble widow had ac- CHAP:
XLVlir.

companied Conftantine in his exile to the ifle of Lefbos, and Scle- > .- »

rena gloried in the appellation of his miftrefs. After his marriage

and elevation, ihe was invefted with the title and pomp of AngiiRa^

and occupied a contiguous apartment in the palace. The lawful

confort (fuch was the delicacy or corruption of Zoe) confented to

this ftrange and fcandalous partition ; and the emperor appeared in

public between his wife and his concubine. He furvived them both
;

but the laft meafures of Conftantine to change the order of fuccef-

fion were prevented by the more vigilant friends of Theodora ; and Theodora,

after his deceafe, ihe refumed, with the general confent, the poflefllon Nov. -o.

of her inheritance. In her name, and by the influence of four

eunuehs, the Eaftern world was peaceably governed about nineteen

months ; and as they wiihed to prolong their dominion, they per-

uiaded the aged princefs to nominate for her fucceflbr Michael the Michael VI.

iixth. The furname of Stratiot'icns declares his military profeifion ; a.'^d.°io-6',

but the crazy and decrepit veteran could only fee vith the eyes,' and "^"S"'^ ^*•

execute with the hands, of his miaifters. W'^hilft he afcended the

throne, Theodora funk into the grave ; the laft of the Macedonian or

Bafilian dynafty. I have haftily reviewed, and gladly difmifs, this

fliameful and deftrudive period of twenty-eight years, in which the

Greeks, degraded below the common level -of fervitude, were tranf-

ferred like a herd of cattle by the choice or caprice of two impotent

females.

From this night of llavery, a ray of freedom, or at leaft of fpirlt, ifaac r.

beguis to emerge: the Greeks either preierveu or revived the ufe .\.D. 105;,

of furnames, which perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue; and wc '
"^" ^''

now dlfcern the rife, fucceffion, and alliances of the laft dynafties of

Conftantinople and Trebizond. The Comnen'i^ who upheld for a

while the fate of the finking empire, aflumed the honour of a Roman

origin : but the family had been long fince tranfported from Italy to

Vol. V. I Alia.
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CHAP. Afia. Their patrimonial eftate was fituate in the diftridl of Carta-
XLVlir

V ,.. ,< mona in the neighbourhood of tlie Euxine ; and one of their chiefs,

who had already entered the paths of ambition, revifited with affec-

tion, perhaps with regret, the modeil though honourable dwelling

of his fathers. The firft of their line was the illuftrious Manuel,

who, in the reign of the fecond Bali), contributed by war and treaty

to appeafe the troubles of the Eaft : he left in a tender age, two fons,

Ifaac and John, whom, with the confcioufnefs of deferf, he be-

queathed to the gratitude and flwour of his fovereign. The noble

youths were carefully trained in the learning of the monaftery, the

arts of the palace, and the exercifes of the camp : and from the do-

meftic fervice of the guards, they were rapidly promoted to the

command of provinces and armies. Their fraternal union doubled

the force and reputation of the Comneni, and their ancient nobility

was illuftratcd by the marriage of the two brothers, with a captiA'C

prlncefs of Bulgaria, and the daughter of a patrician, who had ob-

tained the name of Charon from the number of enemies whom he had

fcnt to the infernal fhades. The foldiers had ferved with reluftant

loyalty a feries of effeminate mafters ; the elevation of Michael the

fixth was a perfonal infult to the moit deferving generals ; and their

diicontent was inflamed by the parfimony of the emperor and the

infolence of the eunuchs. They fecretly affemblcd in the fanduary

of St. Soplila, and the votes of the military fynod would have beerir

unanimous in favour of the old and valiant Catacalon, if the pa-

triotifm or modcfty of the veteran had not fuggeiled the importance

of birth as well as merit in the choice of a fovereign. Ifaac

Comnenus was approved by general confent, and the affociates fe-

parated without delay to meet in the plains of Phrygia at the head

of their refpeftive fquadrons and detachments. The caafe of Michaeh

was defended in a ilngle battle by the mercenaries of the Imperial

guard, who were aliens to the public intercft, and animated only by

10 a priu-
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a principle of honour and gratitude. After their defeat, the fears

of the emperor foliated a treaty, which was almoft accepted by the

moderation of the Comnenian. But the former was betrayed by

his ambaiTadors, and the latter was prevented by his friends. The

folitary Michael fubmitted to the voice of the people ; the patriarcli

annulled their oath of allegiance ; and as he fliaved the head of the

royal monk, congratulated his beneficial exchange of temporal royalty

for the kingdom of heaven : an exchange, however, which the prieil,

on his own account, would probably have declined. By the hands

of the fame patriarch, Ifaac Comnenus was folemnly crowned : the

fword v/hich he infcribed on his coins, might be an oifenfive fymbol,

if it implied his title by conqueft j but this fword would have been

drawn againft the foreign and domeftic enemies of the ftate. The

decline of his health and vigour fufpended the operation of adive

virtue ; and the profped of approaching death determined him to

interpofe fome moments between life and eternity. But inftead of

leaving the empire as the marriage portion of his daughter, his

reafon and inclination concurred in the preference of his brother

John, a foldier, a patriot, and the father of five fons, the future

pillars of an hereditary fucceflion. His firft modeft reludtance might

be the natural dictates of difcretion and tendernefs, but his obfiinate

and fuccefsful perfeverance, however it may dazzle with the ihew

of virtue, muft be cenfured as a criminal defertion of his duty, and

a rare offence againft his family and country. The purple which he

had refufed was accepted by Conftantine Ducas, a friend of the

Comnenian houfe, and whofe noble birth was adorned with the

experience and reputation of civil policy. In the monaftic habit,

Ifaac recovered his health, and furvived two years his voluntaiy ab-

dication. At the command of his abbot, he obferved the rule of

St. Bafil, and executed the moft fervile offices of the convent : but

his latent vanity was gratified by the frequent and refpedful vifits

I 2 of
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c ir of the reigning monarch, who revered in his perfon the charailer of

a benefadtor and a faint.

Confian- If Conftantinc the eleventh were indeed the fubjeft moft worthy

l)uc, i, of empire, v:e muft pity the debafement of the age and nation in

i)ec.
2-°^^' which he was chofen. In the labour of puerile declamations he

fought, without obtaining, the crown of eloquence, more precious,

in his opinion, than that of Rome ; and, in the fubordinate functions

of a judge, he forgot the duties of a fovereign and a warrior. Far

from imitating the patriotic indifference of the authors of his great-

nefs, Ducas was anxious only to fecure, at the expence of the re-

public, the power and profpcrity of his children. His three fons,

Michael the feventh, Andronicus the , and Conftantine the

twelfth, were inveflcd, in a tender age, vith the equal title of

Auguftus ; and the fucceffion was fpeedily opened by their father's

F.ucJocia, death. His widow, Eudocia, was entrufted with the adminiilra-

•]3>•.
'

' tion ; but experience had taught the jealoufy of the dying monarch

to protect his fons from the danger of her fecond nuptials ; and her

folemn engagement, attefted by the principal fenators, was depofited

in the hands of the patriarch. Before the end of {even months,

the wants of Eudocia, or thofe of the ftate, called aloud for the

male virtues of a foldier ; and her heart had already chofen Roma-

nus Diogenes, whom flie raifed from the fcaffold to the throne.

The difcovery of a treafonable attempt had expofed him to the fe-

verlty of the laws : his beauty and valour abfolved him in the eyes

of the emprefs ; and Romanus, from a mild exile, was recalled on

the fecond day to the command of the Oriental armies. Her royal

choice was yet unknown to the public ; and the promife which

v.?ould have betrayed her falfchood and levity, was ftolen by a dex-

trous emilfary from the ambition of the patriarch. Xiphilin at firft

alleged the fandity of oaths and the facred nature of a truft ; but a

whifper, that his brother was the future emperor, relaxed his fcru-

14 pies»
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pies, and forced him to confeis that the public fafety was the fu- C HA P.

preme law. He refigned the important paper ; and when his hopes ' ^ '

were confounded by the nomination of Romanus, he could no Romanuslll.

• r ' /-.I'll• r Diogenes,

longer regam his lecunty, retract his declarations, nor oppole the a. d. 1067,

fecond nuptials of the emprefs. Yet a murmur was heard in the
"^"

palace ; and the Barbarian guards had raifed their battle-axes in the

caufe of the houfe of Ducas, till the young princes were foothed by

the tears of their mother and the folemn aiTurances of the fidelity of

their guardian, who filled the Imperial ftation with dignity and

honour. Hereafter I ihall relate his valiant, but unfuccefsful, efforts

to refift the progrefs of the Turks. His defeat and captivity infiided

a deadly wound on the Byzantine monarchy of the Eaft j and after

he was releafed from the chains of the fultan, he vainly fought his

wife and his fubjeds. His wife had been thruft into a monaftery,

and the fubjeds of Romanus had embraced the rigid maxim of the

civil law, that a prifoner in the hands of the enemy is deprived, as

by the ilroke of death, of all the public and private rights of a citi-

zen. In the general conilernation, the Cxfar John aiferted the in- Michael Vir.

defeafible right of his three nephews : Conftantinople liftened to his AndronicusL

voice; and the Turklih captive was proclaimed in the capital, and
jjngxj"'

received on the frontier, as an enemy of the republic. Romanus A. D. 1071,

was not more fortunate in domeftic than in foreign war: the lofs of

two battles compelled him to yield, on the aiTurance of fair and

honourable treatment j but his enemies were devoid of faith or

humanity ; and, after the cruel extindion of his fight, his wounds

were left to bleed and corrupt, till in a few days he was relieved from

a ftate of mifery. Under the triple reign of the houfe of Ducas,

the two younger brothers were reduced to the vain honours of the

purple ; but the eldeft, the pufillanimous Michael, was incapable of

luftaining the Roman fceptre ; and his furname of Parap'maces de-

notes the reproach which he Ihared with an avaricious favourite,

who
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CHAP. ^]io enhanced the price, and diminiihed the meafure, of wheat. lu

u—

V

' the fchool of PfeUus, and after the example of his mother, the fon

of Eudocia made feme proficiency in philofophy and rhetoric ; but

his chara£ter was degraded, rather than ennobled, by the virtues of

a monk and the learning of a fophift. Strong in the contempt of

their fovereign and their own efteem, two generals, at the head of

the European and Afiatic legions, affumed the purple at Adrianople

and Nice. Their revolt was in the fame month ; they bore the

fame name of Nicephorus ; but the two candidates were diftinguifhed

by the furnames of Bryennius and Botaniates ; the former in the

maturity of wifdom and courage, the latter confpicuous only by the

memory of his paft exploits. While Botaniates advanced with cau-

tious and dilatory fteps, his a£live competitor ftood in arms before

the gates of Conftantinople. The name of Bryennius was illuftrious

;

his caufe was popular ; but his licentious troops could not be re-

ftrained from burning and pillaging a faburb ; and the people, who

would have hailed the rebel, rejedled and repulfed the incendiary of

his country. This change of the public opinion was favourable to

Botaniates, who at length, with an army of Turks, approached the

fhores of Chalcedon. A formal invitation, in the name of the

patriarch, the fynod, and the fenate, was circulated through the

flreets of Conftantinople ; and the general aflembly, in the dome of

St. Sophia, debated, with order and calmnefs, on the choice of their

fovereign. The guards of Michael would have dlfpcrfed this un-

armed multitude ; but the feeble emperor, applauding his own mo-

deration and clemency, refigned the enfigns of royalty, and was

rewarded with the monaftic habit, and the title of archbiihop of

Ephefus. He left a fon, a Conftantine, born and educated in the

purple ; and a daughter of the houfe of Ducas illuftrated the blood,

and confirmed the fucceiTion, of the Coranenian dynafty.

John
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John Comnenus, the brother of the emperor Ifliac, furvlved in ^ ff A P.

peace and dignity his generous refufal of the fceptre. By his wife . J
Anne, a woman of mafculine fpirit and policy, he left eight children: .°'
the three daughters multiplied the Comnenian alliances with the 4°"'^!

nobleft of the Greeks : of the five fons, Manuel was flopped by a ^^^'^^ ^5•

premature death ; Ifaac and Alexius reftored the Imperial greatnefs

ef their houfe, which was enjoyed without toil or danger, by the

two younger brethren, Adrian and Nicephorus. Alexius, the third

and moft illuftrious of the brothers, was endowed by nature with the

choiceft gifts both of mind and body ; they were cultivated by a

liberal education, and exercifed in the fchool of obedience and ad-

verfity. The youth w^as difmiifed from the perils of the Turkiih war

by the paternal care of the emperor Romanus ; but the mother of

the Comneni, with her afpiring race, was accufed of treafon, and

banilhed, by the fons of Ducas, to an ifland in the Propontis- The
two brothers foon emerged into favour and action,, fought by each

other's fide againft the rebels and Barbarians, and adhered to ^ the em-
peror Michaelytill he was deferted by the world and' by himfelf. In

his firft interview v>-ith Botaniates, " Prince," " faid Alexius, with a-

noble franknefs, " my duly rendered me your enemy; the decrees of

" God and of the people have made me your fuhjeft. Judge of my
" future loyalty, by my pail oppofition." The. fucceflbr of Michael

entertained him with efteem and confidence : hir, valour was employed

againft three rebels, who difturbed the peace of the empire, or af

Icaft of the emperors. Urfel, Bryennius, and Bafilacius,were formi-
"

dable by their numerous forces and military fame :: they were fuc-

ceilively vanqulflied in the field, and led in chains to the foot of tlic

throne; and whatever treatment they might receive from a timid

and cruel court, they applauded the clemency, as well as the courage,

of their conqueror. But the loyalty of the Comneni was foon tainted:

by fear and fufpicion
; nor is it eafy to fettle between a fubjed and a.

dcfpotj.
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dcfpot, the debt of gratitude, which the former is tempted to claim

by a revolt, and the Litter to difcharge by an executioner. The

refufal of Alexius to march againft a fourth rebel, the hufband of his

fifter, deftroycd the merit or memory of his paft fervices : the fa-

vourites of Botaniates provoked the ambition which they apprehended

and accufed ; and the retreat gf the two brothers might be juilified

by the defence of their life or liberty. The women of the family

were depofited in a fan£luary, rcfpedled by tyrants : the men,

mounted on horfeback, fallied from the city, and ercded the flandard

of civil war. The foldiers, who had been gradually aflerabled in the

capital and the neighbourhood, were devoted to the caufe of a vic-

torious and injured leader : the ties of common intereil and domeftic

alliance fecured the attachment of the houfe of Ducas ; and the ge-

nerous difpute of the Comneni was terminated by the decifive refc-

lution of Ifaac, who was the firfl: to inveil his younger brother with

the name and enfigns of royalty. They returned to Conftantinople,

to threaten rather than befiege that impregnable fortrefs ; but the

fidelity of the guards was corrupted ; a gate was furprifed ; and the

fleet was occupied by the aQive courage of George Pala-'ologus, who

fought againft his father, without forefeeing that he laboured for his

pofterity. Alexius afcended the throne ; and his aged competitor

difappeared in a monaftery. An army of various nations was gra-

tilied with the pillage of the city ; but the public diforders were ex-

piated by the tears and fafts of the Comneni, who fubmitted to every

penance compatible with the pofieiTion of the empire.

Alexius I.
The life of the emperor Alexius has been delineated by a favourite

Comnenus,
ilaucrhter, who was infpired by a tender regard for his perfon and

A. D. 1081, h ' I J r

April I• a laudable zeal to perpetuate his virtuci. Confcious of the juft fuf-

picion of her readers, the princefs Anne Comnena repeatedly pro-

tefts, that, bcfules her perfonal kno\vledge, iLe had fcarched the dif-

courlc and writings of the moil rclpcdtablc veterans : that after an

interval
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interval of thirty years, forgotten by, and forgetful of, the world, her

mournful folitude was inacceffible to hope and fear ; and that truth

the naked perfect truth, was more dear and facred than the memory

of her parent. Yet inilead of the fmipUcity of ftyle and narrative

which wins our belief, an elaborate afFedation of rhetoric and

fcience, betrays in every page the vanity of a female author. The
genuine charader of Alexius is loft in a vague conftellation of vir-

tues ; and the perpetual ftrain of panegyric and apology, awakens

our jealoufy, to queftion the veracity of the hiftorian and the merit

of the hero. AVe cannot however refufe her judicious and important

remark, that the diforders of the times were the misfortune and the

glory of Alexius ; and that every calamity which can aiBidl a de-

clining empire was accumulated on his reign by the juftice of Hea-

ven and the vices of his predeceflbrs. In the Eaft, the vidorious

Turks had fpread, from Perfia to the Hellefpont, the reign of the

Koran and the Crefcent : the Weft was invaded by the adventurous

valour of the Normans; and, in the moments of peace, the Danube

poured forth new fwarms, who had gained, in. the fcience of war,

what they had loft in the ferocioufnefs of manners. The fea was not

lefs hoftile than the land ; and while the frontiers were aflaulted by

an open enemy, the palace was diftrailed with fecret treafon and

confpiracy. On a fudden, the banner of the Crofs was difplayed by

the Latins : Europe was precipitated on Aiia ; and Conftantinople had

almoft been fwept away by this impetuous deluge. In the tempeft

Alexius fteered the Imperial vefTel with dexterity and courage. At

the head of his armies, he was bold in adlion, ikilful in ftratagem,

patient of fatigue, ready to improve his advantages, and rifmg from

his defeats with inexhauftible vigour. The difcipline of the camp

was revived, and a new generation of men and foldiers was created

by the example and the precepts of their leader. In his intercourfe

Vol. V. with
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CHAP. ^Jth the Latins, Alexius was patient and artful : his difcerning eye

^- J^. pervaded the new fyftem of an unknown world ; and I ihall here-

after defcribe the fuperior policy with which he balanced the interefts

and pafllons of the champions of the firft crufade. In a long reign

of thirty-feven years, he fubdued and pardoned the envy of his

equals : the laws of public and private order were reftored : the arts

cf wealth and fcience were cultivated : the limits of the empire were

enlarged in Europe and Afia ; and the Comnenian fceptre was tranf-

mitted to his children of the third and fourth generation. Yet the

difficulties of the times betrayed fome defeds in his charader ; and

have expofed his memory to fome juft or ungenerous reproach.

The reader may pofiibly fmile at the lavifli praife which his daughter

fo often beftows on a flying hero : the weaknefs or prudence of his

fituation might be miftaken for a want of perfonal courage ; and his

political arts are branded by the Latins with the names of deceit

and diffimulation. The increafe of the male and female branches of

his family adorned the throne and fecured the fucceffion ; but their

princely luxury and pride offended the patricians, exhaufted the re-

venue, and infulted the mifery of the people. Anna is a faithful wit-

nefs that his happinefs was deftroyed, and his health was broken,

by the cares of a public life : the patience of Conftantinople was fa-

tigued by the length and feveinty of his reign ; and before Alexius

expired, he had loft the love and reverence of his fubjeds. The

clergy could not forgive his application of the facred riches to the

defence of the ftatc ; but they applauded his theological learning and

ardent zeal for the orthodox faith, which he defended with his

tongue, his pen, and his fword. His character was degraded by the

fuperftition of the Greeks ; and the fame inconfiftent principle of

human nature enjoined the emperor to found an hofpital for the

poor and infirm, and to direit the execution of an heretic, who was

1 burnt
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burnt alive In the fquare of St. Sophia. Even the fiacerity of his mo- CHAP,
ral and religious virtues wras lulpedtea by the perions who had palled <-

—

v-^
their lives in his familiar confidence. In his lail hours, when he was

preiTed by his wife Irene to alter the fucceffion, he raifed his head,

and breathed a pious ejaculation on the vanity of this world. The

indignant reply of the emprefs may be infcribed as an epitaph on his

tomb, " You die, as you have lived

—

an hypocrite !"

It was the wiih of Irene to fupplant the eldefi: of her furvivin? i°''"• °^ Ca-

. r r •
lo-Johannes,

fons, in favour of her daughter the pruicels Anne, whofe philofophy A. D. ms,

would not have refufed the weight of a diadem. But the order of
'^'

male fucceflion was aflerted by the friends of their country ; the

lawful heir drew the royal fignet from the finger of his infenfible

or confcious father, and the empire obeyed the mafter of the palace.

Anna Comnena was ftimulated by ambition and revenge to con-

fpire againft the life of her brother, and when the defign was pre-

vented by the fears or fcruples of her hufband, ihe paiTionately ex-

claimed, that nature had miftaken the two fexes, and had endowed

Bryennius with the foul of a woman. The two fons of Alexius^

John and Ifaac, maintained the fraternal concord, the hereditary

virtue of their race ; and the younger brother was content with the

title of SebcTfiocrator^ which approached the dignity, without iharing

the power, of the emperor. In the fame perfon, the claims of pri-

mogeniture and merit were fortunately united ; his fwarthy com-p

plexion, harih features, and diminutive ftature, had fuggefted the

ironical furname of Calo-Johannes, or John the Handfome, which

his grateful fubjeds more feriouily applied to the beauties of his

mind. After the difcovery of her treafon, the life and fortune of

Anne were juftly forfeited to the laws. Her life was fpared by the

clemency of the emperor, but he vifited the pomp and treafures of

her palace, and beftowed the rich confifcation on the moil deferving

of his friends. That refpedable friend, Axuch, a flave of Tuikiih

2 extradion,
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CHAP, extraction, prefumcd to decline the gift, and to intercede for the cri-

». -.— -^ minal : his generous mailer applauded and imitated the virtue of

liis favourite, and the reproach or complaint of an injured brother

was the only chaftiiement of the guilty princefs. After this example

of clemency, the remainder of his reign was never difturbed by con-

fpiracy or rebellion : feared by his nobles, beloved by his people,

John was never reduced to the painful neceflity of puniihing, or

even of pardoning, his perfonal enemies. During his government of

twenty-five years, the penalty of death was aboliihed in the Roman

empire, a law of mercy moft delightful to the humane theorift, but

of which the practice, in a large and vicious community, is feldom

confiftent with the public fafety. Severe to himfelf, indulgent to

others, chafte, frugal, abftemious, the philolbphic Marcus would

not have difdained the artlefs virtues of his fucceflbr, derived from

his heart, and not borrowed from the fchools. He defpifed and

moderated the (lately magnificence of the Byzantine court, fo op-

preflive to the people, fo contemptible to the eye of reafon. Under

fuch a prince, innocence had nothing to fear, and merit had every

thing to hope; and without afluming the tyrannic office of a cenfor,

he introduced a gradual though vifible reformation in the public and

private manners of Conftantinople. The only defed: of this accom-

pliihed charafter, was the fraihy of noble minds, the love of arms

and military glory. Yet the frequent expeditions of John the Hand-

fome may be juftified, at leaf! in their principle, by the ncceifity of

repelling the Turks from the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus. The

fultan of Iconium was confined to his capital, the Barbarians were

driven to the mountains, and the maritime provinces of Afia en-

joyed the tranfient bleffings of their deliverance. From Conftan-

tinople to Antioch and Aleppo, he repeatedly marched at the head

of a vlftorious armv, and in the ficgcs and battles of this holy war,

his Latin allies were aftoniihed by the fuperlor fpirlt and prowefs

14 cf
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of a Greek. As he began to indulge the ambitious hope of reilor-

ing the ancient Hmits of the empire, as he revolved in his mind, the

Euphrates and Tigris, the dominion of Syria, and the conqueft of

Jerufalem, the thread of his life and of the public felicity was

broken by a fmgular accident. He hunted the wild boar in the

valley of Anazarbus, and had fixed his javelin in the body of the

furious animal : but in the ftruggle, a poifoned arrow dropt from

his quiver, and a flight wound in his hand, which produced a mor-

tification, was fatal to the beft and greateft of the Comnenian

princes.

A premature death had fwept away the two eldeft fons of John Manue],
A.L•)• II 4-3 1

the Handfome ; of the two furvivors, Ifaac and Manuel, his judg- ApnJ s.

ment or affedlion preferred the younger ; and the choice of their

dying prince was ratified by- the foldiers who had applauded the

valour of his favourite in the Turkifh war. The faithful Axuch

haftened to the capital, fecured the perfon of Ifaac in honourable

confinement, and purchafed ;with a gift of two hundred pounds of

filver, the leading ecclefiaftics of St. Sophia, who poflelTed a decifive

voice in the confecration of an emperor. With his veteran and

aifeilionate troops, Manuel foon vifited Conftantinople ; his brother

acquiefced in the title of Sebaftocrator ; his fubjeds admired the lofty

ftature and martial graces of their new foycreign» and liftened with

credulity to the flattering prom^fe, that he blended the wlfdom of

age with the activity and vigour of youth. By the experience of

his government, they were taught, that he emulated the fpirit, and

ihared the talents, of his father, whofe fecial virtues were buried in

the grave. A reign "of thirty-feven years is filled by a perpetual

though various warfare againil the Turks, the Chriftians, and the

hords of the wildernefs beyond the Danube. The arms of Manuel

were exercifed on mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary, on the

ccaft of Italy and Egypt, and on the feas of Sicily and Greece ;

the
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the Influence of his negociations extended from Jerufalem to Rome

and RufTia ; and the Byzantine monarchy, for a while, became an

objedl of refpeift or terror to the powers of Afia and Europe. Edu-

cated in the filk and purple of the Eaft, Manuel poiTeiTed the iron

temper of a foldier, which cannot eafily be paralleled, except in the

lives of Richard the firft of England, and of Charles the twelfth of

Sweden. Such was his ftrength and exercife in arms, that Ray-

mond, furnamed the Hercules of Antioch, was incapable of wielding

the lance and buckler of the Greek emperor. In a famous tourna-

ment, he entered the lills on a fiery courfer, and overturned in his

firft career two of the ftoutefl: of the Italian knights. The firft in

the charge, the laft in the retreat, his friends and his enemies alike

trembled, the former for bis fafety, and the latter for their own.

After porting an ambufcade in a wood, he rode forwards in fearch

of fomc perilous adventure, accompanied only by his brother and

the faithful Axuch, who refufed to defert their fovereign. Eighteen

horfemen, after a fhort combat, fled before them : but the numbers

of the enemy encreafed ; the march of the reinforcement was tardy

and fearful, and Manuel, without receiving a wound, cut his way

through a fquadron of five hundred Turks. In a battle againft the

Hungarians, impatient of the flo-wnefs of his troops, he fnatched a

ftandard from the head of the column, and was the firft, almoft

alone, who pafled a bridge that feparated him from the enemy. In

the fame country, after tranfporting his army beyond the Save, he fent

back the boats, with an order, under pain of death, to their com-

mander, that he ftiould leave him to conquer or die on that hoftile

land. In the fiege of Corfu, towing after him a captive galley, the

emperor ftood aloft on the poop, oppofing againft the vollies of

darts and ftones, a large buckler and a flowing fail, nor could he

have efcaped inevitable death, had not the Sicilian admiral enjoined

his archers to refpedl the perfon of an hero. In one day, he is faid

to

13



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

to have flain above forty of the Barbarians with his own hand • he

returned to the camp, dragging along four Turkiih prifoners, whom
he had tied to the rings of his faddle : he was ever the foremoft to

provoke or to accept a fingle combat ; and the gigantic champions,

who encountered his arm, were tranfpierced by the lance, or cut

afunder by the fword, of the invincible Manuel. The ftory of his

exploits, which appear as a model or a copy of the romances of

chivalry, may induce a reafonable fufpicion of the veracity of the

Greeks : I will not, to vindicate their credit, endanger my own
;

yet I may obferve, that in the long feries of their annals, Manuel is

the only prince who has been the fubjedl of fimilar exaggeration.

With the valour of a foldier, he did not unite the fkill or prudence

of a general : his vidories were not produdlive of any permanent

or ufeful conqueft ; and his Turkiih laurels were blafted in his laft

unfortunate campaign, in which he loft his army in the mountains

of Pifidia, and owed his deliverance to the generofity of the fultan.

But the moft fmgular feature in the charadler of Manuel, is the con-

traft and viciffitude of labour and floth, of hardinefs and eifeminacy.

In war he feemed ignorant of peace, in peace he appeared incapable

of war. In the field he flept in the fun or in the fnow, tired in the

longeft marches the ftrength of his men and horfes, and fliared with

a fmile the abftinence or diet of the camp. No fooner did he return

to Conftantinople, than he refigned himfelf to the arts and pleafures

of a life of luxury; the expence of his drefs, his table, and his palace,

furpaffed the meafure of his predeceiTors, and whole fummer days

were idly wafted in the delicious ifles of the Propontis, in the in-

ceftuous love of his niece Theodora. The double coft of a Avar-

like and diflblute prince, exhaufted the revenue, and multiplied the

taxes ; and Manuel, in the diftrefs of his laft Turkifli camp, endured

a bitter reproach from the mouth of a defnerate foldier. As he

quenched his thirft, he complained that the water of a fountain was

mingled

71
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Alexius .
A. D. 1180,

Sept. 24.

Charader
and firft ad-

ventures of

Andronicus.

mingled with Chrlfllan blood. " It is not the firfl: time," exclaimed

a voice from the crowd, " that you have drank, emperor, the

" blood of your Chriftian fubjedls." Manuel Comnenus VfiLS twice

married, to the virtuous Bertha or Irene of Germany, and to the

beauteous Maria, a French or Latin princefs of Antioch. The only-

daughter of his firft wife was deftined for Bela an Hungarian prince,

'

who was educated at Conftantinople under the name of Alexius :

and the confummation of their nuptials might have transferred the

Roman fceptre to a race of free and warlike Barbarians. But as fooii

as Maria of Antioch had given a fon and heir to the empire, the

prefumptive rights of Bela were aboliflied, and he was deprived of his

promifed bride ; but the Hungarian prince refumed his name and the

kingdom of his fathers, and difplayed fuch virtues as might excite the

regret and envy of the Greeks. The fon of Maria was named Alexius

;

and at the age of ten years, he afcended tlie Byzantine throne, after

his father's deceafe had clofed the glories of the Comnenian line.

The fraternal concord of the two fons of the great Alexius, had

been fometlmes clouded by an oppofition of intereft and palTion. By

ambition, Ifaac the Sebailocrator was excited to flight and rebellion,

from whence he was reclaimed by the firmnefs and clemency of John

the Handlome. The errors of Ifaac, the father of the emperors of

Trebizond, were ihort and venial; but John, the elder of his fons,

renounced for ever his religion. Provoked by a real or imaginary

infult of his uncle, he efcaped from the Roman to the Turkifli camp :

his apoftacy was rewarded with the Sultan s daughter, the title of

Chelebi, or noble, and the inheritance of a princely eftate ; and

the fifteenth century, Mahomet the fecond boafted of his Im-

perial defcent from the Comnenian family. Andronlcus, younger

brother of John, fon of Ifaac, and grandfon of Alexius Comnenus,

is one of the moil confpicuous charaders of the age j and his

genuine adventures might form the fubjed of a very fmgular ro-
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mance. To iuftify the choice of three ladies of royal birth, it is in- ^ '^ ^ ^-

XLVIII.
cumbent on me to obferve, that their fortunate lover was caft in the ' y »

beft proportions of ftrength and beauty ; and that the want of the

fofter graces was fupplied by a manly countenance, a lofty ftature,

athletic mufcles, and the air and deportment of a foldier. The pre-

fervation, in his old age, of health and vigour, was the reward of

temperance and exercife. A piece of bread and a draught of water

was often his fole and evening repail ; and if he tailed of a wild

boar, or a flag, which he had roafted with his own hands, it was

the well-earned fruit of a laborious chace. Dextrous in arms, he

was ignorant of fear : his perfuafive eloquence could bend to every

fituation and charader of life : his ftyle, though not his pradice, was

faihioned by the example of St. Paul ; and, in every deed of mif-

chief, he had a heart to refolve, a head to contrive, and a hand to

execute. In his youth, after the death of the emperor John, he fol-

lowed the retreat of the Roman army ; but, in the march through

Afia Minor, defign or accident tempted him to wander in the moun-

tains ; the hunter was encompafled by the Turkilh huntfmen, and he

remained fome time a reludlant or willing captive in the power of the

lultan. His virtues and vices recommended him to the favour of his

coufin : he ihared the perils and the pleafures of Manuel ; and while

the emperor lived in public inceft with his niece Theodora, the af-

fe£tions of her filler Eudocia were feduced and enjoyed by Androni-

cus. Above the decencies of her fex and rank, ihe gloried in the

name of his concubine ; and both the palace and the camp could

witnefs that ihe flept, or watched, in the arms of her lover. She

accompanied him to his military command of Cilicia, the firil fcenc

of his valour and imprudence. He prefled, with ailive ardour, the

fiege of Mopfueftia : the day was employed in the boldeft attacks ;

but the night was wailed in fong and dance ; and a band of Greek

comedians formed the choiceil part of his retinue. Andronicus was

Vol. V. L furprifed
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^x^vm ^' ^"fP^^^*^^ ^y ^^^^ ^^^b' ^^ ^ vigilant foe ; but, while his troops fied la

"——

w

' diforder, his invincible lance tranfpierced the thickeft ranks of the

Armenians. On his return to the Imperial camp in Macedonia, he

was received by Manuel with public fmiles and a private reproof j

but the dutchies of Naiflus, Branil'eba, and Cailoria, were the re-

ward or confolatlon of the unfuccefsful general. Eudocia ftill at-

tended his motions : at midnight, their tent was fuddenly attacked

by her angry brothers, impatient to expiate her infamy in his blood :

his daring fpirit refufed her advice, and the difgulfe of a female

habit ; and boldly ftarting from his couch, he drew his fword, and

cut his way through the numerous aflaflins. It was here that he firil

betrayed his ingratitude and treachery : he engaged in a treafonable

correfpondence with the king of Hungary and the German emperor:

approached the royal tent at a fufpicious hour, with a drawn fword,

and, under the maik of a Latin foldier, avowed an intention of revenge

againfta mortal foe; and imprudently praifed the fleetnefs of his horfe,

as au inftrument of flight and fafcty. The monarch diifembled his

fufpicions ; but, after the clofe of the campaign, Andronicus was ar-

retted and ftridly confined in a tower of the palace of Conftantinople.

In this prifon he was left above twelve years ; a moft painful re-

ftraint, from which the thirft of adlion and pleafurc perpetually urged

him to efcape. Alone and penfive, he perceived fome broken bricks

iu a corner of the chamber, and gradually widened the paflage, till he

had explored a dark and forgotten recefs. Into this hole he con-

veyed himfelf, and the remains of his provifions, replacing the bricks

in their former pofition, and erafing with care the footfteps of his

retreat. At the hour of the cuftomary vifit, his guards were amazed

by the filence and folitude of the prifon, and reported, with fliame

. and fear, his incomprehenfible flight. The gates of the palace and

city were inftantly fliut : the ftrideft orders were difpatched into the

provinces, for the recovery of the fugitive ; and his wife, on the

1

7

fufpicion
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fufpicion of a pious ad, was bafely imprifoned in the fame tower.

At the dead of night, ilie beheld a fpedre : ilie recognized her huf-

band : they ihared their provifions ; and a fon was the fruit of thefe

ftolen interviews, which alleviated the tedioufnefs of their confinement.

In the cuftody of a woman, the vigilance of the keepers was infen-

fibly relaxed ; and the captive had accompliflied his real efcape, when

he was difcovered, brought back to Conftantinople, and loaded with

a double chain. At length he found the moment» and the means, of

his deliverance. A boy, his domeftic fervant, intoxicated the guards,

and obtained in wax the impreiTion of the keys. By the dili-

gence of his friends, a fimilar key, with a bundle of ropes, was in-

troduced into the prifon, in the bottom of a hogfliead. Andronicus

employed, Avith induftry and courage, the inftruments of his fafety,

unlocked the doors, defcended from the tower, concealed himfelf all

day among the buflies, and fcaled in the night the gai'den-wall of the

palace. A boat was ftationed for his reception : he vifited his own

houfe, embraced his children, caft away his chain, mounted a fleet

horfe, and directed his rapid courfe towards the banks of the Danube.

At Anchialus in Thrace, an intrepid friend fupplied him with horfes and

money : he pafled the river, traverfed with fpeed the defert of Mol-

davia and the Carpathian hills, and had almoft reached the town of

Halicz, in the Poliih Ruffia, when he was intercepted by a party

of Walachians, who refolved to convey their important captive to

Conftantinople. His prefence of mind again extricated him from

this danger. Under the pretence of ficknefs, he difmounted in

the night, and was allowed to ftep afide from the troop : he

planted in the ground his long ftafF; clothed it with his cap and

upper garment ; and, ftealing into the wood, left a phantom to

amufe, for fome time, the eyes of the Walachians. From Halicz he

was honourably conduced to Kiow, the refidence of the great duke

:

the fubtle Greek foon obtained the efteem and confidence of leroflaus:

L 2 his
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his charailer could aflume the manners of every climate ; and the

Barbarians applauded his ftrength and courage in the chace of the

elks and bears of the foreft. In this northern region he deferved the

forgivenefs of Manuel, vho folicited the Ruffian prince to join his

arms in the invafion of Hungary. The influence of Andronicus

atchieved this important fervice : his private treaty was figned with

a promife of fidelity on one fide, and of oblivion on the other ; and

he marched at the head of the Ruffian cavalry, from the Boryfthenes

to the Danube. In his refentraent Manuel had ever fympathifed

with the martial and diffiilute charader of his coufin ; and his free

pardon was fealcd in the aflault of Zemlin, in which he was fecond,

and fecond only, to the valour of the emperor^

No fooner was the exile reftored to freedom and his country, than

his ambition revived, at firft to his own, and at length to the publicj

misfortune. A daughter of Manuel was a feeble bar to the fucceffion

of the more deferving males of the Comnenian blood : her future

marriage with the prince of Hungary was repugnant to the hopes or

prejudices of the princes and nobles. But when an oath of alle-

giance was required to the prefumptive heir, Andronicus alone af-

ferted the honour of the Roman name, declined the unlawful engage-

ment, and boldly protefted againil the adoption of a ftranger. His

patriotifm was offenfive to the emperor, but he fpoke the fentiments

of the people, and was removed from the royal prefence, by an ho-

nourable baniihment, a fecond command of the Cilician frontier, with

the abfolute difpofal of the revenues of Cyprus. In this ftation, the

Armenians again exercifed his courage and expofed his negligence j

and the fame rebel, who baffled all his operations, was unhorfed, and

almoft flain by the vigour of his lance. But Andronicus foon dif-

covered a more eafy and pleafing conqueft, the beautiful Philippa,

fifter of the emprefs Maria, and daughter of Raymond of Poitou, the

Latin prince of Antio&h. For her fake, he deferted his ilation, and

wailed
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wailed the fummer in balls and tournaments : to his love ilie facrlficed CHAP.
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her innocence, her reputation, and the offer of an advantageous mar- «_ .- j

riage. But the refentment of Manuel for this domeftic affront, inter-

rupted his pleafures : Andronicus left the indifcreet princefs to vi'eep

and to repent ; and, with a band of defperate adventurers, undertook

the pilgrimage of Jerufalem. His birth, his martial renown, and pro-

feffions of zeal, announced him as the champion of the crofs : he foon

captivated both the clergy and the king ; and the Greek prince was

invefted with the lordihip of Bgrytus, on the coaft of Phoenicia;

In his neighbourhood refided a young and handfome queen, of

his own nation and family, great-grand-daughter of the emperor

Alexis, and widow of Baldwin the third, king of Jerufalem. She

vifited and loved her kinfman. Theodora was the third vidlim of

his amorous fedudion ; and her Ihame was more public and fcan-

dalous than that of her predeceffors. The emperor ftill thirfted for

revenge ; and his fubjeds and allies of the Syrian frontier, were

repeatedly preffed to feize the perfon, and put out the eyes, of the

fugitive. In Paleftine he was no longer fafe ; but the tender Theo-

dora revealed his danger and accompanied his flight. The queen of

Jerufalem was expofed to the Eaft, his obfequious concubine ; and

two illegitimate children were the living monuments of her weak-

nefs. Damafcus was his firft refuge ; and, in the charadlers of the

great Noureddin and his fervant Saladin, the fuperilitious Greek

might learn to revere the virtues of the Mufulmans. As the friend of

Noureddin he viilted, moft probably, Bagdad, and the courts of Per-

fia ; and, after a long circuit roimd the Cafpian fea and the moun•»

tains of Georgia,^ he finally fettled among the Turks of Afia Minor,

the hereditary enemies of his country. The fultan of Colonia af-

forded an hofpitable retreat to Andronicus, his mifl:refs,. and his band

of outlaws r the debt of gratitude was paid by frequent inroads in

the Romaii province of Trebizond ; and he feldom returned without

an



78 THE DECLINE AND FALL

an ample harveft of fpoil and of Chriilian captives. In tke (lory

of his adventures, he was fond of comparing himfelf to David, who

efcaped, by a long exile, the fnares of the wicked. But the royal

prophet (he prcfumed to add) was content to lurk on the borders of

Judxa, to flay an Amalekite, and to threaten, in his miferable ftate,

the life of the avaricious Nabal. The excurfions of the Comnenian

prince had a wider range; and he had fpread over the Eaftern

world the glory of his name and religion. By a fentence of the

Greek church, the licentious rover had been feparated from the faith-

ful
J
but even this excommunication may prove, that he never abjured

the profciTion of Chriftianity.

His vigilance had eluded or repelled the open and fecret perfe-

cution of the emperor ; but he was at length enfnared by the capti-

vity of his female companion. The governor of Trebizond fuc-

ceeded in his attempt to furprlfe the perfon of Theodora : the queen

of Jerufalem and her two children were fent to Conftantinople, and

their lofs embittered the tedious folitude of banifliment. The fu-

gitive implored and obtained a fmal pardon, with leave to throw

himfelf at the feet of his fovereign, who was fatisfied with the fub-

miflion of this haughty fpirit. Proilrate on the ground, he deplored

with tears and groans the guilt of his paft rebellion ; nor would he

prefume to arife tinlefs fome faithful fubjeil would drag him to the

foot of the throne, by an iron chain with which he had fecretly

encircled his neck. This extraordinary penance excited the wonder

and pity of the aifembly ; his fins were forgiven by the church and

ftate; but the juft fufpicion of Manuel fixed his refidence at a dif-

tance from the court, at Oenoe, a town of Pontus, furrounded with

rich vineyards, and fituate on the coaft of the Euxine. The death

of Manuel, and the diforders of the minority, foon opened the faireft

field to his ambition. The emperor was a boy of twelve or fourteen

years of age, without vigour, or wifdom, or experience : his mo-

ther,
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ther, the emprefs Mary, abandoned her perfon and government to a

favourhe of the Comnenian name ; and his fifter, another Mary,

whofe hufband, an Itahan, was decorated with the title of Cazfar,

excited a confpiracy, and at length an infurre^ion, againft her odious

ftepmother. The provinces were forgotten, the capital was in

flames, and a century of peace and order was overthrown in the vice

and weaknefs of a few months. A civil war was kindled in Con-

ftantinople ; the two fadions fought a bloody battle in the fquare of

the palace, and the rebels fuftained a regular fiege in the cathedral

of St. Sophia. The patriarch laboured with honeft zeal to heal the

wounds of the republic, the moil refpe£table patriots called aloud

for a guardian and avenger, and every tongue repeated the praife

of the talents and even the virtues of Andronicus. In his retire-

ment, he affedled to revolve the folemn duties of his oath :
" If the

" fafety or honour of the Imperial family be threatened, I will re-

" veal and oppofe the mifchief to the utmoft of my power." His

correfpondence with the patriarch and patricians, was feafoned with

apt quotations from the pfalms of David and the epiftles of St. Paul

;

and he patiently waited till he was called to her deliverance by the

voice of his country. In his march from Oenoe to Conftantinople,

his flender train infenfibly fwelled to a crowd and an army ; his

profeffions of religion and loyalty were miilaken for the language of

his heart ; and the fimplicity of a foreign drefs, which iliewed to

advantage his majeftic ftature, difplayed a lively image of his poverty

and exile. All oppofition funk before him ; he reached the ftreights

of the Thracian Bofphorus ; the Byzantine navy failed from the

harbour to receive and tranfport the faviour of the empire : the

torrent was loud and irrefiftible, and the infeds who had balked in

the funihine of royal favour dilappeared at the blaft of the ftorm.

It was the firft care of Andronicus to occupy the palace, to falute

the emperor, to confine his mother, to punifli her minifter, and to

reftore

79
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CHAP, reftare the public order and tranquillity. He then vifited the ic

_f pulchre of Manuel : the fpedtators were ordered to ftand aloof, but

as he bowed in the attitude of prayer,• they heard, or thought they

heard, a murmur of triumph and revenge. " I no longer fear thee,

" my old enemy, who haft dri'^en me a vagabond to every climate of

*' the earth. Thou art fafely depofited under a fevenfold dome, from

" whence thou canft never arife till the fignal of the Lift trumpet. It

" is now my turn, and fpeedily will I trample on thy afties and thy

" pofterity." From his fubfequent tyranny we may impute fuch

feelings to the man, and the moment: but it is not extremely probable

that he gave an articulate found to his fecret thoughts. In the firft

months of his adminiftration,his defigns were veiled by a fair femblance

of hypocrify, which could delude only the eyes of the multitude: the

coronation of Alexius was performed with due folemnity, and his

perfidious guardian, holding in his hands the body and blood of

Chrift, moft fervently declared, that he lived, and was ready to die,

for the fervice of his beloved pupil. But his numerous adherents

vere inftruded to maintain, that the finking empire muft perifli in

the hands of a child, that the Romans could only be faved by a ve-

teran prince, bold in arms, ikilful in policy, and taught to reign by

the long experience of fortune and mankind ; and that it was the

duty of evei-y citizen to force the reluftant modefty of Andronicus

to undertake the burthen of the public care. The young emperor

Vv'as himfelf conftrained to join his voice to the general acclamation,

and to follcit the aflbciation of a colleague, who inftantly degraded

him from the fupreme rank, fecludcd his pcrfon, and verified the

raili declaration of the patriarch, that Alexius might be confidered

as dead, fo foon as he was committed to the cuftody of his guardian.

But his death was preceded by the imprifonment and execution of

his mother. After blackening her reputation, and inflaming againft

her the paffions of the multitude, the tyrant accufed and tried the

12 cmprcfs
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cmprefs for a treafonable correfpondence Vidth the king of KuiT^ary.

His own fon, a youth of honour and humanity, avowed his ablior-

rence of this flagitious a<il, and three of the judges had the merit of

preferring their confcience to their fafety : but the obfequious tri-

bunal, without requiring any proof, or hearing any defence, con-

demned the widow of Manuel ; and her unfortunate fon fubfcribed

the fentence of her death. Maria was ftrangled, her corpfe was

buried in the fea, and her inemory was wounded by the infult

moil oifenfive to female vanity, a falfe and ugly reprefentation of

her Beauteous form. The fate of her fon was not long deferred : he

was ftrangled with a bowftring, and the tyrant, infenfible to pity or

remorfe, after furveying the body of the innocent youth, ftruck it

rudely with his foot :
" Thy fither," he cried, " was a knave ^ thy

*' mother a whorCy and thyfelf ay&o/
/"

The Roman fceptre, the reward of his crimes, was held by An- Andronkusl.

dronicus about three years and a half as the guardian or fovereign of aI'd^TiSj,

the empire. His government exhibited a fmgular contrail of vice
^'^°''"'•

'

and virtue. AVhen he liftened to his paflions, he was the fcourge
;

when he coufulted his reafon, the father, of his people. In the ex-

ercife of private juftice, he was equitable and rigorous : -a ihameful

and pernicious venality was abollflied, and the offices were filled with .

the moft deferving candidates by a prince who had fenfe to cliufe

and feverity to punifli. He prohibited the inhuman practice of pil-

laging the goods and perfons of Ifiipwrecked mariners; the provinces

fo long the objeits of oppreificn or negle£t, revived in profperity

and plenty
; and millions applauded the diftant blefiings of his

reign, while he was curfed by the witneifes of his daily cruelties.

The ancient proverb, That blood-thirfty is the man who returns from

baniihment to power, had been applied with too much truth to

Marius and Tiberius ; and was now verified for the third time in

Vol. V. the



82 THE DECLINE AND FALL

C u A P. the life of Andronicus. His memory was ftored with a black lift of
XLVill.

, ,,, J J,. • ^,,.
t the enemies and rivals, who had traduced, ms merit, oppoled his

greatnefs, or infulted his misfortunes ; and the only comfort of his

exile was the facred hope and promife of revenge. The neceiTary

extiiidion of the young emperor and his mother, impofed the fatal

obligation of extirpating the friends, who hated, and might puniftj,

the aiTaffin ; and the repetition of murder rendered him lefs willing,

and lefs able, to forgive. An horrid narrative of the vidlms whom

he facrificed by poifon or the fword, by the fea or the flames, would

be lefs expreflive of his cruelty than the appellation of the Halcyon-

days, which was applied to a rare and bloodlefs week of repofe: the

tyrant ftrove to transfer, on the laws and the judges, fome portion of

his guilt ; but the maik was fallen, and his fubjeds could no longer

miftake the true author of their calamities. The nobleft of the Greeks,

more efpeclally thofe who, by defcent or alliance, might difpute the

Comnenian inheritance, efcapcd from the monfter's den : Nice or

Prufa, Sicily or Cyprus, were their places of refuge ; and as their

flight was already criminal, they aggravated their oflfence by an open

revolt, and the Imperial title. Yet Andronicus refilled the daggers

and fwords of his moil formidable enemies : Nice and Prufa were

reduced and chaftifed : the Sicilians were content with the fack of

ThcfTalonica ; and the diftance of Cyprus was not more propitious

to the rebel than, to the tyrant. His throne was fubvertcd by a ^31

without merit, and a people v^'ithout arms. Ifaac Angelus, a de-

fcendant in the female line from the great Alexius, was marked as a

vidim, by the prudence or fuperftition of the emperor. In a mo-

ment of defpair, Angelus defended his life and liberty, flew the exe-

cutioner, and fled to the church of St. Sophia. The fanftuary was

infenfibly filled with a curious and mournful crowd, who, in his fate,

prognoilicated their own. But their lamentations were foon turned

17 to
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tocurfes, and their curfes to threats : they dared to afk, " Why do

" we fear ? why do we obey ? We are many, and he is one ; our

" patience is the only bond of our flavery." With the dawn of day

the city burft into a general fedition, the prifons were thrown open,

the coldeft and moft fervile were roufed to the defence of their

country, and Ifaac, the fecond of the name, was raifed from the

fanduary to the throne. Unconfcious of his danger, the tyrant was

abfent ; withdrawn from the toils of ftate, in the delicious iflands of

the Propontis. He had contracted an indecent marriage with Alice,

or Agnes, daughter of Lewis the feventh, of France, and relidl of

the unfortunate Alexius ; and his fociety, more fuitable to his tem-

per than to his age, was compofed of a young wife and a favourite

concubine. On the firil alarm he rufhed to Conftantinople, impa-

tient for the blood of the guilty ; but he was aflonifhed by the

filence of the palace, the tumult of the city, and the general deiertioi>

of mankind. Andronicus proclaimed a free pardon to his fubjeds;

they neither defired, nor would grant, forgivenefs : he offered to

refign the crown to his fon Manuel ; but the virtues of the fon could

not expiate his father's crimes. The fea was Hill open for his re-

treat ; but the news of the revolution had flown along the coail

:

when fear had ceafed, obedience was no more : the Imperial galley-

was purfued and taken by an armed brigantine ; and the tyrant

was dragged to the prefence of Ifaac Angelus, loaded with fetters,

and a long chain round his neck. His eloquence, and the tears of

his female companions, pleaded in vain for his life ; but, inftead of

the decencies of a legal execution, the new monarch abandoned the

criminal to the numerous fufferers, whom he had deprived of a fa-

ther, an huiband, or a friend. His teeth and hair, an eye and a

hand, were torn from him, as a poor compenfation for their lofs ; and

2 a il\ort
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C A p. a ii^ort refpite was allowed, that he miglit feel the bitternefs of death.

»,„, , Aftride on a camel, without any danger of a refcue, he was carried

throuf^h the city, and the bafcft of the populace rejoiced to trample

on the fallen majefty of their prince. After a thoufand blows and

outra^-es, Andronicus was hung by the feet, between two pillars that

fupported the ftatues of a w^olf and a fow ; and every hand that

could reach the public enemy, Inflidted on his body fomc mark of

ino-enious or brutal cruelty, till two friendly or furious Italians,

plunf^ing their fwords into his body, releafed him from all human

puniilimcnt. In this long and painful agony, " Lord have mercy

" upon me ! and why will you bruifc a broken reed ?" were the-

only words that efcaped from his mouth. Our hatred for the tyrant

is loft in pity for the man ; nor can we blame his pufillanimous re-

fignation, fince a Greek Chriftian vas no longer mafter of his life.

Ifaac II. I have been tempted to expatiate on the extraordinary charader

a"d.' m's-, and adventures of Andronicus; but I fliall here terminate the feries

Sept. 12. ^^ ^^^ Greek emperors fince the time of Heraclius. The branches

that fprang from the Comnenian trunk had infenfibly withered
;

and the male line was continued only in the pofterity of Androni-

cus himfclf, who, in the public confufion, ufurped the fovereignty of

Trebizond, fo obfcure in hiftory, and fo famous in romance. A pri-

vate citizen of Philadelphia, Conftantine Angelus, had emerged to

wealth and honours, by his marriage with a daughter of the emperor

Alexius. His fon Andronicus is confpicuous only by his cowardice.

His grandfon Ifaac puniihed and fucceeded the tyrant ; but he was

dethroned by his own vices, and the ambition of his brother ; and

A.D. I20S their difcord introduced the Latins to the conqueft of Conftantinople,

12. ^T^^ gj.^ gj.g^j. pgj-jQ^ jn jhg fall of the Eaftcra empire.

if
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If we compute the number and duration of the reigns, it will be

found, that a period of fix hundred years is filled by fixty emperors

including in the Auguftan lift fome female fovereigns ; and deduc-

ing fome ufurpers who were never acknowledged in the capital, and

fome princes who did not live to poffefs their inheritance. The

average proportion will allow ten years for each emperor, far below

the chronological rule of Sir Ifaac Newton, who, from the expe-

rience of more recent and regular monarchies, has defined about

eighteen or twenty years as the term of an ordinary reign. The

Byzantine empire was moft tranquil and profperous when it could

acquiefce in hereditary fucceflion : five dynafties, the Heraclian,

Ifaurian, Amorian, Bafilian, and Comnenian families enjoyed and

tranfmitted the royal patrimony during their refpeclive feries, of

five, four, three, fix, and four generations ; feveral princes number

the years of their reign with thofe of their infancy ; and Conftan-

tine the feventh and his two grandfons occupy the fpace of an entire

century. But in the intervals of the Byzantine dynafties, the fuc-

ceflion is rapid and broken, and the name of a fuccefsful candidate

is fpeedily crazed by a more fortunate competitor. Many were the

paths that led to the fummit of royalty : the fabric of rebellion was

overthrown by the ftroke of coafpiracy, or undermined by the filent

arts of intrigue : the favourites of the foldiers or people, of the feuate

or clergy, of the women and eunuchsj Avere alternately clothed

with the purple : the means of their elevation were bafe, and their

end was often contemptible or tragic. A being of the nature of

man, endowed with the fame faculties, but with a longer meafure

of exiftence, would caft down a fmile of pity and contempt on the

crimes and follies of human ambition, fo eager, in a narrow ipan,

to grafp at a precarious and ihort-lived enjoyment. It is thus that

10 tlie
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the experience of hiilory exalts and enlarges the horizon of our in-

telledual view. In a compofuion of (pmc days, in a perufal of fomc

hours, fix hundred years have rolled away, and the duration of a

life or reign is contradted to a fleeting moment : the grave is ever

befide the throne ; the fuccefs of a criminal is almoil inftantly fol-

lowed by the lofs of his prize ; and our immortal reafon furvives and

dil'dains the fixty phantoms of kings who have pafled before our

eyes, and faintly dwell on our remembrance. The obfervation, that,

in every a.ge and climate, ambition has prevailed with the fam*

commanding energy, may abate the furprife of a philofopher ; but

while he condemns the vanity, he may fearch the motive, of thiw

iiniverfal defire to obtain and hold the fccptre of dominion. To

the greater part of the Byzantine ferics, we cannot reafonably afcriba

the love of fame and of mankind. The virtue alone of John Com-

nenus was beneficent and pure : the moil illuftrious of the princes,

who precede or follow that rcfpeftable name, have trod with fome

dexterity and vigour the crooked and bloody paths of a felfiili po-

licy : in fcrutinizing the imperfedl charafters of Leo the Ifaurian,

Bafil the firft, and Alexius Comnenus, of Theophilus, the fecond

Bafil, and Manuel Comnenus, our efteem and cenfure are almoit

equally balanced ; and the remainder of the Imperial crowd could

only defire and expe<Sl: to be forgotten by pofterity. Was perfonal

happinefs the aim and objed of their ambition ? I ihall not defcant

on the vulgar topics of the mifery of kings ; but I may furely ob-

ferve, that their condition, of all others, is the mofl; pregnant with

fear, and the leaft fufccptible of hope. For thefe oppofite paifions,

a larger fcope was allowed in the revolutions of antiquity, than in

the fmooth and folid temper of the modern world, which cannot

cafily repeat either the triumph of Alexander or the fall of Darius. •

But
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But the peculiar infelicity of the Byzantine princes expofed them CHAP.

. XLVIII.
to domeftic perils, without affording any lively promife of foreign v—w—1#

conqueft. From the pinnacle of greatnefs, Andronicus was preci-

pitated by a death more cruel and iliameful than that of the vileft

malefadlor ; but the moil glorious of his predecefFors had much

more to dread from their fubjefls than to hope from their enemies.

The army was licentious without fpirit, the nation turbulent with-

out freedom : the Barbarians of the Eaft and Weft preffed on the

monarchy, and the lofs of the provinces Avas terminated by the final

fervitude of the capital.

The entire feries of Roman emperors, from the firft of the Cjefars

to the laft of the Conftantines, extends above fifteen hundred years :

and the term of dominion, unbroken by foreign conqueft, furpafles

the meafure of the ancient monarchies ; the Affyrians or Medes, the

fucceiTors of Cyrus, or thofe of Alexander,
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C II A P. XLIX,

hitroduSlion^ TForfjip^ and Pcrfecution of Images.—Re-

volt of Italy ajid Rome.—"Temporal Domijiioii of the

Popes.—Conquef of Italy by the Franks.—Efablifj^

7?ie?it of Images.—CharaEler and Coronation of Charle-

magne.—Refloratmi aitd Decay of the Rojnan Empire

in the Wefi.—htdependejice of Italy.—Confitution of

the Gej'manic Body.

C p. the connedion of the church and ilate, I have confidered the

.

^"^'
. -L former as fubfervient only, and relative, to the latter ; a falutary

of'imag^°" maxim, if in faft, as well as in narrative, it had ever been held fa-

Chriftian cred. The oriental philofophy of the Gnoftics, the dark abyfs of

«hufch.
predeftination and grace, and the ftrange transformation of the Eu-

charift from the fign to the fubilance of Chrift's body", I have pur-

pofely abandoned to the curiofity of fpeculative divines. But I have

reviewed, with diligence and pleafure, the objects of ecclefiailical

hiftory, by which the decline and fall of the Roman empire were

i- materially affeded, the propagation of Chriilianity, the conftitution

of the Catholic church, the ruin of Paganifm, and the fe£ts that arofe

from the myfterious controverfies concerning the Trinity and incar-

nation. At the head of this clafs, v\'c may juftly rank the worihip

' The learned Selden has given the hiftory " toric turned into logic." (His Works,

of tranfubftantiation in a coraprehenfive and vol. iii. p. 2073. in his Table-talk.)

pithy fentence. " This opinion is only rhe-

of
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XLIX.
of images, fo fiercely difputed in the eighth and ninth centuries ; C A

fince a queftion of popular fuperilition produced the revolt of Italy,

the temporal power of the popes, and the reftoration of the Roman

empire in the Weft.

The primitive Chriftians were pofleiTed with an unconquerable

repugnance to the ufe and abufe of images ; and this averfion may

be afcribed to their defcent from the Jews, and their enmity to the

Greeks. The Mofaic law had feverely profcribed all reprefentations

of the Deity ; and that precept was firmly eftabliilied in the prin-

ciples and practice of the chofen people. The wit of the Chriftian

apologifts was pointed againft the fooliih idolaters, who bowed

before the workmanihip of their own hands ; the images of brafs

a^nd marble, which, had they been endowed with fenfe and motion

ihould have ftarted rather from the pedeftal to adore the crea-

tive powers of the artift \ Perhaps fome recent and imperfed con-

verts of the Gnoftic tribe, might crown the ftatues of Chrift and St.

Paul with the profane honours which they paid to thofe of Ariftotle

and Pythagoras^ ; but the public religion of the Catholics was uni-

formly fimple and fpiritual ; and the firft notice of the ufe of pic-

tures is in the cenfure of the council of lUiberis, three hundred years

after the Chriftian ^ra. Under the fucceiTors of Conftantine, in the

peace and luxury of the triumphant church, the more prudent

biihops condefcended to indulge a vifible fuperftition, for the benefit

of the multitude ; and, after the ruin of Paganifm, they were no

* Nee intelligunt homines ineptiilimi, quod ^ See Irenajus, Epiphanius, and Auguf-
1 fentire fimulacra et moveri poiTent, adora- tin (Bafnage, Hill, des Eglifes Reformees,
tura hominem fuiiTent a quo funt expolita torn. ii. p. 1313.)• This Gnoftic praftice

(Divin. Inilitut. 1. ii. c. 2.). Laflantius is has a iingular affinity with the private wor-
the laft, as well as the mod eloquent, ofthe ihip of Alexander Severus (Lampridius,
Latin apologifts. Their raillery of idols at- c. 29. Lardner, Heathen Teftimonies,

tacks not only the objeft, but the form and vol. iii. p. 34.).
matter.

Vol. V. longer
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CHAP, longer reftrained by the apprehenfion of an odious parallel. The

V— —v~~^ firft introdu£tion of a lymbolic worihip was in the veneration of the

crofs, and of relics. The faints and martyrs, whofe interceffion was

implored, were featel on the right-hand of God ; but the gracious

and often fupernatural favours, which, in the popular belief, were

ihowered round their tomb, conveyed an unqueillonable fandlion of

the devout pilgrims, who vifited, and touched, and kiifed, thefe life-

lefs remains, the memorials of their merits and fufFerings *. But a

memorial, more interefting than he flcuU or the fandals of a departed

worthy, is the faithful copy of his perfon and features, delineated

by the arts of painting or fculpture. In every age, fuch copies, fo

congenial to human feelings, have been cherifhed by the zeal of pri-

vate friendihip, or public eftccm : the images of the Roman em-

perors were adored with civil, and almoft religious honours ; a reve-

rence lefs oftentatious, but more fmcere, was applied to the ftatues of

fages and patriots ; and thefe profane virtues, thefe fplendid fins, dif-

appeared in the prefcnce of the holy men, who had died for their

Their wor- celeftial and everlafting country. At firft, the experiment was made

with caution and fcruple ; and the venerable pitftures were difcreetly

allowed to inftrud the ignorant, to awaken the cold, and to gratify

the prejudices of the heathen profelytes. By a flow though inevi-

table progrcffion, the honours of the original were transferred to the

copy : the devout ChriRian prayed before the image of a faint ; and

the Pagan rites of genuflexion, luminaries, and incenfe, again ft^ole

into the Catholic church. The fcruples of reafon, or piety, were

filenced by the flrong evidence of vifions and miracles ; and the

piQures which fpeak, and move, and bleed, muft be endowed with a

divine energy, and may be conlidered as the proper objeds of reli-

gious adoration. The moil audacious pencil might tremble in the

• See this HJftory, vol. ii, p. 193. 3?3•; vol. iii. p. 93— 105,

4 raih
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rafli attempt of defining, by forms and colours, the infinite Spirit CHAP.
the eternal Father, who pervades and fuilains the univerfe '. But < .—"-v

the fuperftitious mind was more eafily reconciled to paint and to

worfliip the angels, and, above all, the Son of God, under the hu-

man fliape, vhich, on earth, they have condefcended to afllime.

The fecond perfon of the Trinity had been clothed with a real and

mortal body; but that body had afcended into heaven
; and, had not

fome fimilitude been prefented to the eyes of his difciples, the fpiri-

tual woriliip of Chrift might have been obliterated by the vifible re-

lics and reprefentations of the faints. A fimilar indulgence was re-

quifite, and propitious, for the Virgin Mary : the place of her burial

was unknown ; and the aiTumption of her foul and body into hea-

ven was adopted by the credulity of the Greeks and Latins. The
life, and even the worfliip, of images, was firmly eftabliihed before

the end of the fixth century : they were fondly cheriihed by the

warm imagination of the Greeks and Afiatics : the Pantheon and

Vatican were adorned with the emblems of a new fuperftition

;

but this femblance of idolatry was more coldly entertained by the

rude Barbarians and the Arian clergy of the Weft. The bolder

forms of fculpture, in brafs or marble, which peopled the temples of

antiquity, were offenfive to the fancy or confcience of the Chriftiaa

Greeks ; and a fmooth furface of colours has ever been efteemed a

more decent and harmlefs mode of imitatiorx".

' ©£iov•/ xat uXr.'Trnii Chriil et des Saints (Dupin, Elbliot. Ecclef.

ftof^ai; Tiff-t •\, bte xtifw tom. VT. p. 154.).

xai 4u^oi{ Tr,i Jwifsaio» xai TTfoarap^o» -,, * 'J'his general hiilory of images is drawn
iV"? iis'/»ux2(n£ir (Concilium Nicenum, ii. in from the xxii'' book of the Hift. des E?lifei

Coliedl. Labb. torn. viii. p. 1025. edit. Ve- Reformees of Bafnage, tom. ii. p. 13 10

ret.). 11 Ceroit peutetre a-propos de ne 1337. He was a protellant, but of a manly
point fouffrir d'images de la Trinite on de la fpirit; and on this head the proieilants are

Divinite; les defenieurs les plus zeles des fo notoriaufiy in the right, that they can ven-

images ayant condamne cclles ci, et le concile ture to be impartial. See the perplexity of
de Tiente ne parlant que de^ images de Jefus poor friar Pagi, Critica, tom. i. p. ^2.

2 Tll€
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The image
of EdefTa.

The merit and efFeiil of a copy depends on its refemblance with

the original ; but the primitive Chriftians were ignorant of the ge-

nuine features of the Son of God, his mother, and his apoftles : the

ilatue of Chrift at Paneas in Palcftine ' was more probably that

of fome temporal faviour ; the Gnoftics and their profane monu-

ments were reprobated ; and the fancy of the Chriflian artifts could

only be guided by the clandeftine imitation of fome heathen model.

In this diilrefs, a bold and dextrous invention afllired at once the

likenefs of the image and the innocence of the worfliip. A new

fuperftrudlure of fable was raifcd on the popular bafis of a Syrian

legend, on the correfpondence of Chrift and Abgarus, fo famous

in the days of Eufebius, fo reludantly deferted by our modern ad-

vocates. The biihop of Csefarea ' records the epiftle ', but he moil

ftrangely forgets the pidlure, of Chrift '°
; the perfedl impreflion of

his

1 After removing fome rubbiiTi of miracle

and inconfillency, it may be allowed, that as

late as the year 300, Taneas in PaleRine was

decorated with a bronze ilatue, reprefenting

a grave perfonage wrapt in a cloak, with a

grateful or fuppliant female kneeling before

him, and that an infcription

—

,,
ivif'/irr,—was perhaps infcribed on the pedef-

tal. By the Chriftians, this groupe was fool-

iihly explained of their founder and the fcor

woman whom he had cured of the bloody

flux (Eufeb. vii. 18. Philoftorg. vii. 3, &c.)•

M. de Beaufobte more reafonably conjcaures

the philofopher Apollonius, or the emperor

Vefpafian : in the latter fuppofition, the fe-

male is a city, a province, or perhaps the

queen Berenice (Bibliotheque Germanique,

torn, xiii- p• I—92•)•

» Eufeb. Hill. Ecclef. 1. i. c. 13. The

learned Afiemannus has brought up the col-

lateral aid of three Syrians, St. Ephrem, Jo-

iua Stylites, and James bifhop of Sarug ; but

I do not find any notice of the Syriac origi-

nal or the archives of EdeiTa (Bibliot. Orient,

torn. i. p. 318. 420. 554-); 'heir vague be-

lief is probably derived from the Greeks.

' The evidence for thefe epiftles is dated

and rejedled by the candid Lardner (Heathea

Teftimonies, vol.i. p. 297—309.)• Among
the herd of bigots who are forcibly driven

from this convenient, but untenable, port,

I am afhamed, with the Grabes, Caves, Til-

lemonts, &c. to difcover Mr. Addifon, aa

Englilh gentleman (his Works, vol. i. p. 528.

Bafcerville's edition) ; but his fuperficial trail

on the Chriftian religion owes its credit to his

name, his ftyle, and the interefted applaufe

of our clergy.

'" From the filcnce of James of Sarug

(Afleman. Bibliot. Orient, p. 289. 318.),

and the teftimony of Evagrius (Hill. Ecclef.

1. iv. c. 27.), I conclude that this fable was

invented between the years 521 and 594,

moft probably after the fiege of Ede/Ta in

540
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his face on a linen, with which he gratified the fiiith of the roval CHAP.
XLIX.

ftranger, Avho had invoked his healing power, and offered the ftrono• r ,
- _/

city of Edeifa to protedl him againft the malice of the Jews. The

ignorance of the primitive church is explained by the long impri-

fonment of the image in a nich of the wall, from whence, after an

oblivion of five hundred years, it was releafed by fome prudent

biihop, and feafonably prefented to the devotion of the times. Its

firft and moft glorious exploit was the deliverance of the city from

the arms of ChofiOes Nuihirvan ; and it was foon revered as a

pledge of the divine promife, that Edeifa iliould never be taken by

a foreign enemy. It is true indeed, that the text of Procopius

afcribes the double deliverance of Edeffa to the wealth and valour cf

her citizens, who purchafed the abfence and repelled the alfaults of

the Perfian monarch. He was ignorant, the profane hiftorian, of

the teftimony which he Is compelled to deliver in the ecclefiaftical page

of Evagrius, that the Palladium was expofed on the rampart, and

that tllie water which had been fprinkled on the holy face, in-

ftead of quenching, added new fewel to the flames of the befieged.

After this important fervice, the image of Edeila was preferved with

refpeft and gratitude ; and if the Armenians rejeded the legend,

the more credulous Greeks adored the fimilitude, which. was not

the work of any mortal pencil, but the immediate creation of the

divine original. The ftyle and fentiments of a Byzantine hymn
will declare how far their worfliip was removed from the groifeft

idolatry. " How can we with mortal eyes contemplate this image,

*' whofe celeftial fplendour the hoft of heaven prefumes not to be-

" hold ? He who dwells in heaven condefcends this day to vifit us

540 (Afleman. torn. i. p. 416. Procopius, edit. Lequien), and of the fecond Nicene

de Bell. Perfic. 1. ii.). It is the fword and Council (Aflio v. p. 1030.). The moft per-

buckler of Gregory II. (in Epift. i. ad Leon, fedl edition may be found in Cedrenus (Coni-

Ifaur. Concil. torn. viii. p. 656, 657.) of pend. p. 175— 178.).

John Damafcenus (Opera, torn, i. p. 281.

« by
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" by his venerable image : He who is feated on the cherubim,

" vifits us this day by a pidure, which the Father has delineated

" with his immaculate hand, which he has formed in an ineffable

" manner, and which we fandlify by adoring it with fear and love."

Before the end of the fixth century, thefe images, viade without

hands (in Greek, it is a fmgle word "), were propagated in the

camps and cities of the Eaftern empire": they were the obje£ls of

worfhip, and the inftruments of miracles : and in the hour of danger

Its copies. or tumult, their venerable prcfence could revive the hope, rekindle

the courage, or reprefs the fury, of the Roman legions. Of thefe

plAures, the far greater part, the tranfcripts of a human pencil, could

•only pretend to a fecondary likenefs and improper title : but there

were fome of higher defcent, who derived their refemblance from an

immediate contadl with the original, endowed, for that purpofe, with

a miraculous and prolific virtue. The moft ambitious afpired from

a filial to a fraternal relation with the image of EdeiTa ; and fuch is

the veronica of Rome, or Spain, or Jerufalem, which Chrift in his

agony and bloody fweat applied to his face, and delivered to an holy

matron. The fruitful precedent was fpeedily transferred to the Vir-

gin Mary, and the faints and martyrs. In the church of Diofpolis

in Palciline, the features of the Mother of God " were deeply ia-

fcribed in a marble column : the Eaft and Weft have been decorated

" ;'-=••5?• See Ducange, in Glofl". " Theophyladl Simocatta (1. ii. c. ^. p. 3^.

Cif2se. et Lat. The fubjeft is treated with 1. iii. c. I. p. 63.) celebrates the S.aii-.xoF

equal learning and bigotry by the jefuit iiua-aa, which he llyles ay^nfo'^'in.t.j ; yet it

Greifer (Syntagma de Imaginibus non Manu was no more than a copy, fincc he adds,

failis, ad calcem Codini de Ofriciis, p. 289 ^-- ««sno» ci PmaiM (of Edc/Ta) 0;^.-

—3^0.), the afs, cr rather the fox, of In- ck.vuji ti. See Pagi, torn, ii. A. D.
goMftadt (fee the Scaligcrana) ; wich equal 5S6, N°il.
rcafon and wit by the proteflant Beaufobie, in '^ See, in the genuine or fuppofcd works

the ironical controverfy which he has fpread of John Damafcenus, two pafiages on the

through many volumes of the Bibliotheque Virgin and St. Luke, which have not been

Germanique (torn, xviii. p. I — 50. xx. p. 27 noticed by G-'Jer, nor confe-juenily by

—68. XXV. p. I— 36. xxvii. p. 85— 118. Beaufobre (Opera Joh. Damalcen. torn, i.

xxviii. p. I—33. xxxi. p. 111— 148. xxxii. p. 618.631.). '

p. 75— 107. xxxiv. p. 67— 96.).

by
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by the pencil of St. Luke ; and the evangelift, who was perhaps a ^ A P.

phyfician, has been forced to exerciie the occupation of a painter, ib > ,.l.'.—

»

profane and odious in the eyes of the primitive Chriftians. The

Olympian Jove, created by the mufe of Homer and the chiiTcl of

Phidias, mighf infpire a philofophic mind with momentary devotion :

but thefe Catholic images were faintly and flatly delineated by

monkiili artifts in the laft degeneracy of taite and genius'".

The worfliip of images had ilolen into the church by infenfible Oppofinoij

degrees, and each petty ftep was pleafmg to the fuperftitious mind, worlhip.

as produdlive of comfort and innocent of fin. But in the beginning

of the eighth century, in the full magnitude of the abufe, the more

timorous Greeks were awakened by an apprehenfion, that under the

mailc of Chriftianity, they had reftored the religion of their fathers

:

they heard, with grief and impatience, the name of idolaters ; the

inceifant charge of the Jews and Mahometans '', who derived from

the Law and the Koran an immortal hatred to graven images and all

relative worihip. The fervitude of the Jews might curb their zeal

and depreciate their authority ; but the triumphant Mufulmans, who
reigned at Damafcus, and threatened Ccnftantinople, caft into the

fcale of reproach the accumulated weight of truth and viftory. The
cities of Syria, Paleftine, and Egypt, had been fortified with the

images of Chrift, his mother, and his faints ; and each city pre-

fumed on the hope or promife of miraculous defence. In a rapid

conqueft of ten years, the Arabs fubdued thofe cities and thefe

images ; and, in their opinion, the Lord of Hofts pronounced a de-

cifive judgment between the adoration and contempt of thefe mute

' " Your fcandalous figures iland quite Mana/Tes, the origin of the iconoclafts is im-
" out from the canvafs : they are as bad as a puted to the caliph Yezid and two ]e\\'s, who
" group of llatues !" It was thos that the promifed the empire to Leo; and the re-

ignorance and bigotry of a Greek prieft ap- preaches of thefe hcftile feilaries are turned
plauded the pidures of Titian, which he had into an abfurd confpiracy for rertoring the
ordered, and refufed to accept. purity of the Chriftian worihip (fee Spanheim,

"

'5 By Cedrenus, Zonaras, Gi'ycas, and \, Imag, c. 2.).

and

.
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and inanimate idols. Tor a while Edefla had braved the Perfian

affaults ; but the chofen city, the fpoufe of Chrift, was involved in

the common ruin ; and his divine reiemblance became the flave and

trophy of the infidels. After a fervitude of three hundred years, the

Palladium was yielded to the devotion of Conftantinople, for a ran-

fom of twelve thoufand pounds of filver, the redemption of tv/o

hundred Mufulmans, and a perpetual truce for the territory of

Edca'^ In this feafon of dillrefs and difmay, the eloquence of the

monks was exercifed in the defence of images ; and they attempted

to prove, that the fm and fchifm of the greateft part of the Orientals

had forfeited the favour, and annihilated the virtue, of thefe precious

fymbols. But they Avere now oppofed by the murmurs of many

fimple or rational Chriftians, who appealed to the evidence of texts,

of fafts, and of the primitive times, and fecretly defired the reforma-

tion of the church. As the worfliip of images had never been efta-

bliihed by any general or pofitive law, its progrefs in the Eaftern

empire had been retarded, or accelerated, by the differences of men

and manners, the local degrees of refinement, and the perfonal cha-

raders of the bifnops. The fplendid devotion was fondly cheriflied

by the levity of the capital, and the inventive genius of the Byzantine

clergy ; while the rude and remote diilridts o^ Afia were ftrangers

to this innovation of facred luxury. Many large congregations of

Gnoilics and Arians maintained, after their converfion, the fimple

worfliip which had preceded their feparation ; and the Armenians,

the moil warlike fubjeds of Rome, were not reconciled, in the

twelfth century, to the fight of images ". Thefe various denomi-

nations

'* See Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 267.), whether the image of Edefla now repofes

Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 201.)» ^"^ Abul- at Rome or Genoa; but its repofe is in-

feda (Annal. Moflem. p. 264.), and the Cri- glorious, and this ancient objed of wor-

ticilrns of Pagi (torn. iii. A. D. 944). The fliip is no longer famous or fafliionable.

prudent Francifcan refufes to determine " AfjiiHm; xai/{ imcr,^ «yit; uxoiut
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nations of men aiForded a fund of prejudice and avcrfion, of fmall CHAP.
account in the villages of Anatolia or Thrace, but which, in the for- ' . •*

tune of a foldier, a prelate, or an eunuch, might be often conneded

with the powers of the church and ftate.

Of fuch adventurers, the moft fortunate was the emperor Leo the Leo the ko-

third '\ who, from the mountains of Ifauria, afcended the throne of his fucc'eiTors,

the Eaft. He was ignorant of facred and profane letters ; but his ,26-840.

education, his reafon, perhaps his intercourfe with the Jews and

Arabs, had infpired the martial peafant with an hatred of images

;

and it was held to be the duty of a prince, to impofe on his fubjeits

the didates of his own confcience. But in the outfet of an unfettled

reign, during ten years of toil and danger, Leo fubmitted to the

meannefs of hypocrify, bowed before the idols which he defpifed,

and fatisfied the Roman pontiff with the annual profeifions of his or-

thodoxy and zeal. In the reformation of religion, his firil fteps

were moderate and cautious : he aifembled a great council of fena-

tors and biihops, and enaded, with their confent, that all the images

ihould be removed from the fanduary and altar to a proper height

in the churches, where they might be vifible to the eyes, and inac-

ceiTible to the fuperftition, of the people. But it was impoffible on

either fide to check the rapid though adverfe impulfe of veneration

and abhorrence : in their lofty pofition, the facred images ftill edified

wfoMMrs-i; eTTiyofiKTai (Nicetas, I. ii. p. 258.). modem Catholics, Baronius, Pagi, Natalis
The Armenian churches are ftill content with Alexander (Hift. Ecclef. Secuium \n\\ and
the Crofs (Millions du Levant, torn. iii. ix.). and Maimbourg (Hift. des Iconoclaftes),

p. 148.): but furely the fuperftitlous Greek have treated the fubjeil with learning, paf-

is unjuft to the fuperftition of the Germans fion, and credulity. The proteftant labour»

of the xii•'' century. of Frederic Spanheim (Hiftoria Imaginum
" Our original, but not impartial, monu- Reftituta) and James Bafnage (Hift. des E-

ments of the Iconoclafts muft be drawn from glifes Reformees, torn. ii. 1. xxiii. p. 1330
the Afts of the Councils, torn, viii and ix. 1385.) are caft into the iconoclaft fcale.

CoUeft. Labbe, edit. Venet. and the hifto- With this mutual aid, and oppofite tendency,

rical writings of Theophanes, Nicephorus, it is eafy for us to poiCe the balance with phi-

KTanaiTes, Cedrenus, Zonaras, &c. Of the lofophlc indifference.

Vol. V. their
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^ ^^ ^• their votaries and reproached the tyrant. He was himfelf provoked

\. -,- ^ by refiftance, and inveilive ; and his own party accufed him of an

imperfeft difcharge of his duty, and urged for his imitation, the

example of the Jewiih king, who had broken without fcruple the

brazen ferpent of the temple. By a fecond edift, he profcribed the

exiftence as well as the ufe of religious pi£tures ; the churches of

Conftantinople and the provinces v>^ere cleanfed from idolatry ; thp

images of Chrift, the Virgin, and the Saints, were dcmoliflied, or

a fmooth furface of plafter was fprcad over the walls of the edifice.

The fe£l of the Iconoclafts was fupported by the zeal and defpotifm

of fix emperors, and the Eaft and Weft were involved in a noify

confii(it of one hundred and twenty years. It was the defign of Leo

the Ifaurian to pronounce the condemnation of images, as an article

of faith, and by the authority of a general council : but the convo-

cation of fuch an aflembly was referved for his fon Conftantine "

;

and though it is ftigmatifed by triumphant bigotry as a meeting of

fools and athelfts, their own partial and mutilated acts betray many

Their A nod fymptoms of reafon and piety. The debates and decrees of many

?, provincial fynods introduced the fummons of the general council

^^'*' which met in the fuburbs of Conftantinople, and was compofed of

the refpeclable number of three hundred and thirty-eight biihopa

of Europe and Anatolia ; for the patriarchs of Antioch and Alex-

andria were the ilaves of the caliph, and the Roman pontiiT had

withdrawn the churches of Italy and the Weft from the communion

of the Greeks. This Byzantine fynod aiTumcd the rank and

powers of the feventh general council : yet even this title v/as a re-

's Some flowers of rhetoric are SwcJo» rra- ingenuity, from fuch materials as he coull

fatjfiot x<xi aO.i./, and the bilhops i^ocTcuffo- fiml in the Nicene Ails (p. 10.1.6, &c.). The

•,». By Damafcenus it is llyled axtfo? witty John of Damafcus converts iiritrxoTt•,-

eii»To; (Opera, torn. i. p. 6:3). Spanheim's into !^jj^«;-nj,-• makes them «^, ilaves

Apology for the Synod of Conllantinople cf their belly, Sjc. Opera, toin. i. p. 306.

(p. 171, ic.) is v.orked up with truth ar.d

cognition
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cognition of the fix preceding afiemblies which had laborioufly built CHAP,
the ftruclure of the Catholic faith. After a ferious deliberation of fix > -.- '

_t

months, the three hundred and thirty-eight biihops pronounced and

fubfcribed an unanimous decree, that all vifible fyinbols of Chrlft,

except ill the Eucharift, were either blafphemous or heretical ; that

image-worihip was a corruption of Chriftianity and a renewal of

Paganifm ; that all fuch monuments of idolatry fliould be broken or

erazed ; and that thofe who ihould refufe to deliver the' objeds of

their private fuperftition, were guilty of difobedience to the authority

of the church and of the emperor. In their loud and loyal accla-

mations, they celebrated the merits of their temporal redeemer
;

and to his zeal and jufl;ice they entrufted the execution of their fpi-

ritual cenfures. At Conftantinople, as in the former councils, the

•will of the prince was the rule of epifcopal faith ; but on this occa-

fion, I am inclined to fufpedl that^ large majority of the prelates fa-

crificed their fecret confcience to the temptations of hope and fear.

In the long night of fuperftition, the Chriftians had wandered far Their creed,

away from the fimplicity of the gofpel ; nor was it eafy for them to

difcern the clue, and tread back the mazes, of the labyrinth. The
worihip of images was infeparably blended, at leaft to a pious fancy,

with the Crofs, the Virgin, the Saints and their relics : the holy

ground was involved in a cloud of miracles and vifions ; and the

iierves_qf the mind^cjarbfitj;^nd_f^ were benumbed by

the habits of obedience and belief. Conftantine himfelf is ac-

cufed of indulging a royal licence to doubt, or deny, or deride the

myfteries of the Catholics ", but they were deeply infcribed in the

public and private creed of his biiliops ; and the boldeft IconocIaQ;

" He is accufed of profcribing the title of his defence, Spanheim (c. iv. p. 207.) is

faint ; ftyling the Virgin, mother of Cbrlfl ; fomewhat embarrafled between the intereft

comparing lier after her delivery to an empty of a proteilant and the duty of an orthodox

purfe; of Arianifm, Neflorianifm, &c. In divine.

3 might
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C A P. might aiTault with a fecret horror, the monuments of popular dcvo-

« V ^ tion, whlcli were confecrated to the honour of his celeftial patrons.

In the reformation of the fixteenth century, freedom and knowledge

had expanded all the faculties of man ; the thirft of innovation fu-

perfeded the reverence of antiquity, and the vigour of Europe could

difdain thofe phantoms which terrified the fickly and fervile weak-

nefs of the Greeks.

Their perfe- The fcaudal of an abftraft herefy can be only proclaimed to the

'mageiini^ people by the blaft of the ecclefiaftical trumpet ; but the moft igno-

'"°'a'd rant can perceive, the moft torpid muft feel, the profanation and

726-775• (lownfal of their vifible deities. The firft hoftilities of Leo were di-

redled againft a lofty Chrift on the veftibule, and above the gate, of

the palace. A ladder had been planted for the aflault, but it was

furioufly fliaken by a crowd of zealots and women : they beheld,

with pious tranfport, the minifters of facrilege tumbling from on

high, and daflied againft the pavement ; and the honours of the an-

cient martyrs were proftltuted to thefe criminals, who juftly fuffered

for murder and rebellion ^'. The execution of the Imperial edidls

was refifted by frequent tumults in Conftantinople and the provinces:

the perfon of Leo was endangered, his officers were maflacred, and

the popular enthufiafm was quelled by the ftrongeft efforts of the civil

and military power. Of the Archipelago, or Holy Sea, the numerous

iflands were filled with images and monks : their votaries abjured,

without fcruple, the enemy of Chrift, his mother, and the faints: they

armed a fleet of boats and gallies, difplayed their confecrated banners,

and boldly fteered for the harbour of Conftantinople, to place on the

throne a new favourite of God and the people. They depended on

*' The holy confeiTor Theophanes ap- p. 661.664.) applauds the zeal of the By-

proves the principle of their rebellion, inui zancine women who killed the Imperial offi-

K..^i^..v.i .^^ (• 339•)• Gregory II. (lt> cers.

Epift. i. aJ If^r- Lson. Concil. torn. viii.

1

7

the
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the fuccour of a miracle ; but their miracles were inefficient againil CHAP.
XLIV.

the Greek fre ; and, after the defeat and conflagration of their fleet, _ ,-'

j

the naked iflands were abandoned to the clemency or juftice of the

conqueror. The fon of Leo, in the firft year of his reign, had un-

dertaken an expedition againft the Saracens : during his abfence, the

capital, the palace, and the purple, were occupied by his kinfmaii

Artavafdes, the ambitious champion of the orthodox faith. The

worfhip of images was triumphantly reftored : the patriarch renoun-

ced his dillimulation, or diflTembled his fentiments ; and the righteous

claim of the ufurper was acknowledged, both in the new, and in

ancient, Rome. Conftantine flew for refuge to his paternal moun-

tains ; but he defcended at the head of the bold and aifedionatc

Ifaurians j and his final vidory confounded the arms and prediilions

of the fanatics. His long reign was diftrafted with clamour, fedi-

tion, confpiracy, and mutual hatred, and fanguinary revenge : the

perfecution of images was the motive, or pretence, of his adverfaries

;

and, if they mifled a temporal diadem, they were rev/arded by the

Greeks with the crown of martyrdom. In every aft of open and

clandeftine treafon, the emperor felt the unforgiving enmity of the

monks, the faithful flaves of the fuperftition to which they owed

their riches and influence. They prayed, they preached, they ab-

folved, they inflamed, they confpired : the folitude of Palefl.ine

poured forth a torrent of invedive ; and the pen of St. John Da-

mafcenus", the laft of the Greek fathers, devoted the tyrant's head,

" John, or Manfur, was a noble Chridian his office, diftributed his wealth, and buried

of Damafcus, who held a conGderable office himfelf in the monallery of St. Sabas, be-

in the fervice of the caliph. His zeal in the tween Jerufalem and the Dead Sea. The le-

caufe of images expofed him to the refent- gcnd is fp.mous ; but his learned editor, fa-

ment and treachery of the Greek emperor; ther L-quicn, has unluckily proved that St.

and on the fafpicion of a treafonable cor- John Damal'cenus was already a monk be-

refpondence, he was deprived of his right fore the Icor.oclaft difpute (Opera, torn. i.

hand, which was miraculoudy reftored by the Vit. St. Joan. Damafcen. p. 10—13. ^' Noias
Virgio. After this deliverance, he refigned ad loc.J.

both
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l)Oth In this world and the next ''. I am not at leifure to examine-

how far the monks provoked, nor how much they have exaggerated,

their real and pretended fuflerings, nor how many loft their lives or

limbs, their eyes or their beards, by the cruelty of the emperor.

From the chailifement of individuals, he proceeded to the abolition

of the order; and, as it was wealthy and ufelefs, his refentment

might be ftimulated by avarice and juftified by patriotifm. The

formidable name and miffion of the Dragoti '*, his vifitor-general,

excited the terror and abhorrence of the blacl• nation : the religious

communities were difiblved ; the buildings were converted into

magazines, or barracks ; the lands, moveables, and cattle, were con-

fifcated ; and our modern precedents will fupport the charge, that

much wanton or malicious havock was exercifed agalnft the relics,

and even the books, of the monafteries. AVith the habit and pro-

felTion of monks, the public and private woriliip of images was

rigoroufly profcribed ; and it fliould feem, that a folemn abjuration

of idolatry was exadled from the fubjeds, or at Icaft from the clergy,

of the Eaftern empire "'.

Stateofltaly. The patient Eaft abjured, with reluftance, her facred images ; they

•were fondly cheriflied, and vlgoroufly defended, by the independent

zeal of the Italians. In ecclefiaftical rank and jurifdi<ilion, the pa-

triarch of Conftantinople and the pope of Rome were nearly equal.

'^'> After fending Leo to the devil, lie in- —238•) is happy to compare t\i6 Draco of

troduces his heir— (, a-tna yinr.^o, xxi Leo with the dragoons (DraccnesJ of Louis

T»i jtaxiai aiTa ;«,({ t» 7?. ysw/isit.; (Ope- XIV. ; and highly foUces himfelf with this

ra Damarcen. torn. i. p. 625.)• If the au- coniroverfial pun.

thenticity of this piece be fufpicious, we are *' (••/(, yaf i^nrifi^i . t|«f-

fure that in other works, no longer extant, » >» uVo »,-^ avm, wairo? u-atyfa^m

Damafcenus bellowed on Conilantuie the «ei cfin/»ai ts aOirrirai ;» 5rfoa*t/!)i3-i> Ti.t ;»
titlcsof lioi Maia/At•),,^', fii5-ayio> (tom.i. «,» (Damafcen. Op. torn. i. p. 625.).

p. 306.). This oath and fubfcription I do not remem-
^* In the narrative of this perfecution from bcr to have fcen in any modern compHation,

Theophanes and Cedrenus, Spanheim (p. 235

But

4
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But the Greek prelate was a domeftic flave under the eye of his CHAP,
mailer, at whofe nod he alternately paffed from the convent to the „

'

/

throne, and from the throne to the convent. A diftant and danger-

ous ftation, amidil the Barbarians of the Weft, excited the fpirit and

freedom of the Latin biihops. Their popular eledion endeared them

to the Romans ; the public and private indigence was relieved by

their ample revenue ; and the weaknefs or negled of the emperors

compelled them to confult, both in peace and war, the temporal

fafety of the city. In the fchool of adverfity the prieft infenfibly

imbibed the virtues and the ambition of a prince ; the fame cha-

radter was aiTumed, the fame policy was adopted, by the Italian, the

Greek, or the Syrian, who afcended the chair of St. Peter; and, after

the lofs of her legions and provinces, the genius and fortune of the

popes again reftored the fupremacy of Rome. It is agreed, that in

the eighth century their dominion was founded on rebellion, and

that the rebellion was produced, and juftified, by the herefyofthe

Iconoclafts ; but the conduit of the fecond and third Gregory, in

this memorable conteft, is varioully interpreted by the wiflies of their

friends and enemies. The Byzantine writers unanimoufly declare,

that, after a fruitlefs admonition, they pronounced the feparation of

the Eaft and Weft, and deprived the facrilegious tyrant of the re-

venue and fovereignty of Italy. Their excommunication is ftill

more clearly expreffed by the Greeks, who beheld the accompliih-

ment of the papal triumphs ; and as they are more ftrongly attached

to their religion than to their country, they praife, inftead of blaming,

the zeal and oithodoxy of thefe apoftolical men °*.
' The modern

champions of Rome are eager to accept the praife and the precedent:

this great and glorious example of the depofition of royal heretics is

** K:ii Tr» Pfarz c-c» ?.; ^«. fpecifies the thunder, xvx^vifia.ti o-tmii*i,• (tom.H.

ejT!f e-Eriitr;, fays Theophanes (Chronograph. ]. xv, p. 104, 105.). It may be obferved,

p. 343•)• f^"'' ''^'5 Gregory is llyled by Ce- that the Greeks are apt to confound the times

drenus «tvf ^^ (- 'JSO•)• Zor.aras and sdtioos of two Gregories.

celebrated
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celebrated by the cardinals Baronius and Bellarn\ine *'
; and if they

are aiked, why the fame thunders were not hurled againft the Neros

and Julians of antiquity ? they reply, that the weaknefs of the pri-

mitive church was the fole caufc of her patient loyalty ". On this

occafion, the efteds of love and hatred are the fame ; and the zealous

proteftants, who feck to kindle the indignation, and to alarm the

fears, of princes and magiilrates, expatiate on the infolence and

treafon of the two Grcgories againft their lawful fovereign ". They

are defended only by the moderate Catholics, for the moft part, of

the Galilean church '', who refpe£l the faint, without approving

the fm. Thefe common advocates of the crown and the mitre

circumfcribe the truth of fads by the rule of equity, fcripture,

and tradition ; and appeal to the evidence of the Latins ", and the

lives
'' and epiftles of the popes themfelves.

Two
" See Baroniu•!, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. epilt. vii. 7. p. 456— 474.), Natalis Alexander

730, N" 4, 5.: dignum exemplum ! Eel- (Hilt. Nov. Teftamenti, fecul. viii. diflert. i.

larmin, de Romano Pontifice, 1. v. c. 8. : p. 92—96.), Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. p. 215,

mulflavit cum parte imperii. Sigonius, de 216.), and Giannone (Iftoria Civile di Na-

Regno Itali.x•, 1. iii, Opera, torn. ii. p. 169. poli, torn. i. p. 317—320.), a difciple of the

Yet fuch is the change of Italy, that Sigo- Gallican fchool. in the field of controverfy

nius is coireiled by the editor of Milan, Phi- I always pity the moderate party, who ftand

lippus Argelatus, a Bolognefe, and fuhjeil of on the open middle ground expofed to the

the pope. fire of both fides.

*- Quod fi ChrilViani olim non depofuerunt ^' They appeal to Paul Warncfrid, or Dia-

Ncronem aut Julianum, id fuit quia deerant conus (de Geftis Langobard. I. vi. c. 49.

vires temporales ChrilHanis (honcft Bellar- p. 506, 507. in Script. Ital. Muratori, tom. i.

mine, de Rom. Pont. 1. v. c. 7.). Cardinal pars i.), and the nominal .Anaftafius (de Vit.

Perron aJJs a diHinftion more honourable to Pont, in Muratori, tom. iii. pars i. Grego-

the firft Chrillians, but not more fatisfailory rius II. p. 154. GregoriusIII. p. 158. Za-

to modern princes—the treafon of heretics charias, p. 161. Stephanus III. p. 165. Pau-

and apollates, who break their oath, belie lus, p. 172. Stephanus IV. p. 174. Hadri-

their coin, and renounce their allegiance to anus, p. 179. Leo III. p. 195.). Yet I may

Chrift and his vicar (Pcrroniana, p. 89.). remark, that the true Anallafius (Hift. Ec-
*' Take, as a fpccimen, the cautious Baf- clef. p. 134. edit. Reg.) and the Hiftoria

nage (Hill, de ri'.glife, p. 13510, 1351•) and Mifcella (1. ,\xi. p. 151. in tom. i. Script,

the vehement Spanheim (Hill. Imaginum), Ital.), both of the ix''' century, tranflate and

who, with an hundred more, tread in the approve the Greek text of Theophanes.

footfteps of the centuriators of Magdeburgh. '^ With fome minute difference, the moft

1° See Launoy (Opera, tom. v. pars ii. learned critics, Lucas Holfienius, Scheleftrate,

Ciampini,
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Two orio-inal epiftles, from Gregory the fecond to the emperor ^ ^^ a p.

Leo are ftill extant " ; and if ihey cannot be pralfed as the moil per- <--

—

. 1
'

1 • 1 1 • • 1 • Epiftles of

fed models of eloquence and logic, they exhibit the portrait, or at Gregory ir.

lead the maik, of the founder of the papal monarchy. " During ten °/^'^^^
^'"*

" pure and fortunate years," fays Gregory to the emperor, " we have -^• ^• "^?•

*' tailed the annual comfort of your royal letters, fubfcribed in purple

*' ink, with your own hand, the facred pledges of your attachment

*' to the orthodox creed of our fathers. How deplorable is the

*'' change ! how tremendous the fcandal ! You now accufe the Ca-

*' thollcs of idolatry ; and, by the accufation, you betray your own
'" impiety and ignorance. To this ignorance we are compelled to

»* adapt the groiTnefs of our ilyle and arguments : the firll elements

"*' of holy letters are fufficient for your confufion ; and were you to

^' enter a grammar-fchool, and avow yourfelf the enemy of our

"*' worihip, the fimple and pious children would be provoked to cafe

*' their horn-books at^your head." After this decent falutation, the

pope attempts the ufual diftindion between the idols of antiquity and

the Chriftian images. The former were the fanciful reprefentations

of phantoms or daemons, at a time when the true God had not mani-

feiled his perfon in any vifible Hkenefs. The latter are the genuine

forms of Chriil, his mother, and his faints, who had approved, by z.

crowd of miracles, the innocence and merit of this relative worihip.

He m.uil indeed have trufted to the ignorance of Leo, fmce he could, Bianchini, Muratori (Prolegome- popes are difperfed in thevolumes of Councils,

na ad torn. iii. pars i.), are agreed that the ^' The two epiftles of Gregory . have
Liber Pontificalis was compofed and conti- been preferved in the A£ls of the Nicene
nued by the apoilolical librarians and nota- Council (com, viii, p. 651—674.). They
ries of the ^'' and ix^^' centuries ; and that are without a date, which is variouHy fixed,

theiailand fmalleftpartis the workof Anafta- by Baronius in the year 726, by Muratori
fius.whofe name it bears. The ftyleis barba- (Annali d'ltalia, torn. vi. p. 1 20.) in 729, and
lous.the narrative partial,ihe details are trifling by Pagi in 730. Such is the force of preju-

—yet it muft be read as a curious and authen- dice, that fome papifis have praifed the good
:ic record of the times. The epiftles of the fenfe and moderation of thefe letters.

Vol. V, aflert
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C A P. aflert the perpetual ufe of images, from the apoftolic age, and their

.^ u '' venerable prefence in the fix fynods of the Catholic church. A more

fpecious argument is drawn from prefcnt pofieiTion and recent prac-

, tice : the harmony of the Chriftian world fuperfedes the demand of a

general council ; and Gregory frankly confeiTes, that fuch aflemblies

can only be ufeful under the reign of an orthodox prince. To the

Impudent and inhuman Leo, more guilty, than an heretic, he re-

commends peace, filence, and implicit obedience to his fpiritual

guides of Conftantinoplc and Rome. The limits of civil and eccle-

fiaftical powers are defined by the pontiff. To the former he ap-

propriates the body ; to the latter, the foul : the fword of juftice is

in the hands of the magiftrate : the more formidable weapon of ex-

communication is entrufted to the clergy; and in the exercife of

their divine commiflion, a zealous fon will not fpare his offending

father : the fiicceffor of St. Peter may lawfully chailife the kings of

the earth. " You affault us, tyrant ! with a carnal and military

" hand : unarmed and naked, we can only implore the Chrift, the

" prince of the heavenly hoft, that he will fend unto you a devil, for

" the deftruftion of your body and the falvation of your foul. You
" declare, with fooliih arrogance, I will difpatch my orders to Rome

:

" I will break in pieces the image of St« Peter ; and Gregory, like

*' his predeceifor Martin, ihall be trani}5orted in chains, and in exile,

" to the foot of the Imperial throne. Would to God, that I might

" be permitted to tread in the footfteps of the holy Martin ; but

" may the fate of Conftans ferve as a warning to the perfecutors of

" the church. After his juft condemnation by the bifliops of Sicily,

" the tyrant was cut oft". In the fulnefs of his fins, by a domcftic

" fervant r the faint is ftill adored by the nations of Scythia, among

" whom he ended his baniflunent and his life. But it is our duty

" to live for the edification and fupport of the faithful people ; nor

f are we reduced to riik our fafety on the event of a combat. In-

*' capable
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« capable as you are of defending your Roman fubjeds, tbe marl- CHAP.
" time fituatlon of the city may perhaps expofe it to your depreda- < v—-»

*' tion • but we can remove to the diflance of four-and-twenty

"' '*, to the firft fortrefs of the Lombards, and then you

" may purfue the winds. Are you ignorant that the popes are the

*' bond of union, the mediators of peace, between the Eaft and

** Weft ? The eyes of the nations are fixed on our humility ; and

" they revere, as a God upon earth, the apoftle St. Peter, whofe

*' image you threaten to deftroy ^^ The remote and interior king-

-" doms of the AVeft prefent their homage to Chrift and his vice-

" gerent ; and we now prepare to vifit one of their moft powerful

*' monarchs, who defires to receive from our hands the facrament of

*' baptifm ^^ The Barbarians have fubmitted to the yoke of the

" gofpel, while you alone are deaf to the voice of the Shepherd.

*' Thefe pious Barbarians are kindled into rage : they thirft to

" avenge the perfecution of the Eaft. Abandon your raih and fatal

*' enterprife ; refledt, tremble, and repent. If you perfift, we are

*' innocent of the blood that will be fpilt in the conteft ; may it fall

*' on your own head."

The firft aflault of Leo againft the images of Conftantinople had Revolt «f

been witneiTed by a crowd of ftrangers from Italy and the Weft, a. d. 728,
&c,

Pi;fm; r^'' X^^fx^ "*!? ^', yen- i'Triynov lyjjji,

|» ra; »,- (Epirt. i. p. 664.). This 26 _^^^ ^^^ !cu.re;a; /.;;':3
proximity of the Lombards is hard of digef- (p. 665.). The pope appears to have im-
tion. Camillo Pellegrini (diflert.iv. deDu- pofed on the ignorance of the Greeks: he
catu Beneventi, in the Script. Ital. torn. v. lived and died in the Lateran ; and in his

p. 172, 173.) forcibly reckons the xxiv'•'' time all the kingdoms of the Weft had em-
iladia, not from Rome, but from the li- braced Chriilianity. May not this unknown
nits of the Roman dutchy, to ihe firft Seftetus have fonie reference to the chief of
fortrefi, perhaps Sora, of the Lombards, the Saxon Heptarchy, to Ina king of Wefle.v,

I rather believe that Gregory, with the who, in the pontificate of Gregory the fe-

pedantry of the age, employs for cond, vifited Rome, for the purpofe, not of
miles, without much enquiry into the ge- baptifm, but of pilgrimage (Pagi, A.D. 689,
Buine meafure, N° 2. A. D. 726, N"' 15.) i

2 who
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P• who related with grief and indignation the facrilege of the emperor.

But on the reception of his profcriptlvc cc!l(Lt, they trembled for their

domeftic deities ; the images of Chrift and the Virgin, of the angels,

martyrs, and faints, were, aboliihed in all the churches of Italy;

and a ftrong alternative was propofed to the Roman pontiff, the

royal favour as the price of his compliance, degradation and exile as

the penalty of his difobedience. Neither zeal nor policy allowed

him to hefitate ; and the haughty ftrain in which Gregory addrefled

the emperor difplays his confidence in the truth of his dodlrine or'

the powers of rcfiftance. Without depending on prayers or miracles,

he boldly armed againfl the public enemy, and his paftoral letters

admonilhed the Italians of their danger and their duty". At this

fignal, Ravenna, Venice, and the cities of the Exarchate and Penta-

polis, adliered to the caufe of religion; their military force by fc^

and land confifted, for the moil part, of the natives ; and the fpirit

of patriotifm and zeal was transfufed into the mercenary ftrangers.

The Italians fwore to live and die in the defence of the pope and

the holy images ; the Roman people was devoted to their father,

and even the Lombards v/ere ambitious to fhare the merit and ad-

vantage of this holy war. The moft treafonable aft, but the moil

obvious re ige, was the deftrudion of the ftatues of Leo himfelf

:

the moft ehcftual and pleafing meafure of rebellion, was the with-

holding the tribute of Italy, and depriving him of a power wliich he

liad recently abufed by the impofition of a nev\r capitation ^'. A
form

" 1 fhiU tranfcribe the important and de- runt : dicentes fe nunquam in ejufdem ponti-

cifive paiTige of the Liber Pontificalis. Re- ficis condefcendere necem, fed pro ejus magis

fpiciens ergo pius vir profanam principis juf- defenfenfione virilitcr decertare (p. 156.).

fionem, jam contra Impcratorem quafi contra ^' Acenfus, or capitation, fays Anaftafius

hoflem fc armavit, rcnuens hErefim ejus, fcri- (p. 156.) ; a moll cruel tax, unknown to the

bens ubique fc cavcre Chrillianos co quod Saracens themfelves, exclaims the zealous

orta fuifibt, impictas talis. Igilur pc:raioti Maimbourg (Hill, des Iconodalles, I. i.), and

omnes i'entapolenfcs, atque Venetiarum ex- Theophanes (p. 344.)^who talks of .haraoh's

ercitus contra loiperatoris juflionem reiliie- numbering the male children of iirael. This

mode
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form of adminiilration was preferved by the eledioii of magiftrates CHAP.
.

XLiX.

and governors ; and fo high was the piibHc indignation, that the u..—,— .-^

ItaUans were prepared to create an orthodox emperor, and to con-

tludl him wiA a fleet and army to the pahice of Conftantinople. In

that palace, the Roman bifhops, the fecond and third Gregory, were

condemned as the authors of the revolt, and every attempt -was

made either by fraud or force to feize their perfons, and to ftrike

at their lives. The city was repeatedly vifited or affaulted by cap-

tains of the guards, and dukes and exarchs of high dignity or fecret

truft ; they landed with foreign troops, they obtained fome domeftic

aid, and the fuperftition of Naples may bluih that her fathers were

attached to the caufe of herefy. But thefe clandeftine or open at-

tacks were repelled by the courage and vigilance of the Romans
;

the Greeks were overthrown and maifacred, their leaders fufiered

an ignominious death, and the popes, ho'.vever inclined to mercy,

xefufed to intercede for thefe guilty vidims. At Ravenna ", the fe-

veral quarters of the city had long exercifed a bloody and hereditary

feud ; in religious contrcverfy they found a new aliment of fadion :

but the votaries of images were fuperior in numbers or fpirit, and

the exarch, who attempted to ilem the torrent, loft his life in a po-

pular fedition. To puniih this flagitious deed, and reftore his domi-

nion in Italy, the emperor fent a fleet and army into the Adriatic

gulf. After fuffering from the winds and waves much lofs and de-

lay, the Greeks made their defcent in the neighbourhood of Ra-

venna : they threatened to depopulate the guilty capital, and to

OTode of taxaijon was familiar to the Sa- of Barbarifn' marks the difierence between

racens ; and, moil unluckily for the hillo- Rome and Ravenna. Yet we are indebted

rian, it was impofed a few years afterwards to him for fome curious and domeftic fadb

—

in France by his patron Lewis XIV. the quariers and faflions of Ravenna (p. 154.),
'* See the Liber Pontificalis oi'Agnellus the revenge of Juftinian JL (p. 160, 161.),

(in the Scriptores Rerum Italicarum of Mu- the defeat of the Greeks (p. 170, 171•)» ^^•

raiori, torn. ii. pars i.), whole deeper iliade

I imitate,

,
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CHAP, imitate, perliaps to furpafs, the example of Juftinian the fecond, who

< ' had chailifed a former rebelUon by the choice and execution of fifty

of the principal inhabitants. The women and clergy, in fackcloth

and allies, lay proftrate in prayer; the men were in arms for the

defence of their country ; the common danger had united the fac-

tions, and the event of a battle was preferred to the flow miferies of

a fiege. In a hard-fought day, as the two armies alternately yielded

and advanced, a phantom was feen, a voice was heard, and Ra-

venna was viftorious by the aflurance of viftory. The ftrangers

retreated to their fliips, but the populous fea-coaft poured forth a

multitude of boats; the waters of the Po were fo deeply infeded with

•blood that during fix years, the public prejudice abftained from the

iiih of the river; and the inftitution of an annual feaft perpetuated the

worfliip of images, and the abhorrence of the Greek tyrant. Amidft

the triumph of the Catholic arms, the Roman pontiff convened a

iynod of ninety-three bifliops againft the herefy of the Iconoclafts.

With their confent, he pronounced a general excommunication

againfl: all who by word or deed fliould attack the tradition of the

fathers and the Images of the faints : in this fentence the emperor

was tacitly involved*", but the vote of a laft and hopelefs remon-

ilrance may feem to imply that the anathema was yet fufpended

over his guilty head. No fooner had they confirmed their own

fafety, the worflaip of images, and the freedom of Rome and Italy,

than the popes appear to have relaxed of their feverlty, and to have

fpared the relies of the Byzantine dominion. Their moderate

ccunkls delayed and prevented the eleilion of a new emperor, and

*' Yet Leo was undoubtedly comprifed in nication ; and the decifion is bf the latt im-
' the fi quis . . . . imaginum facrarum .... de- portance to their fafety, fince, according to

'
ilruftor . . . . extitcrit fit extorris a corporc the oracle (Gratian Cauf. xxiii. q. 5. c. 47.

J).N. Jefu Chrilli vel totius ecclefix unita- apud Spanheim, Hill. Imag. p. 112.), homi•

te. The canonilh may decide whether the cidas non effe qui excommunicatos trucidaat.

guilt or the name coniUtutes the excommu-

they
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they exhorted the Italians not to feparate from the body of the C i-r a p.

Roman monarchy. The exarch was permitted to refide within the <. ^—~>

walls of Ravenna, a captive rather than a mailer j and till the Im-

perial coronation of Charlemagne, the government of Rome and

Italy was exercifed in the name of the fucceiTors of Conftantine "".

The liberty of Rome, which had been oppreiTed by the arms and Republic of

arts of Auguftus, was refcued, after feven hundred and fifty years of

fervitude, from the perfecution of Leo the liaurian. By the Csfars,

the triumphs of the confuls had been annihilated : in the decline and

fall of the. empire, the god Terminus, the facred boundary, had in-

fenfibly receded from the ocean, the Rhine, the Danube, and the

Euphrates j and Rome was reduced to her ancient territory from

Viterbo to Terracina, and from Narni to the mouth of the Tyber''*.

When the kings were baniihed, the republic repofed on the firm

bafis which had been founded by their wifdom and virtue. Their

perpetual jurifdiition was divided between two anm;al magiilrates :

the fenate continued to exercife the powers of adminiftration and

counfel; and the legiflative authority was diftributed in the aiTem-

blies of the people, by a well-proportioned fcale of property and fer-

vice. Ignorant of the arts of luxury, the primitive Romans had

hnproved the fcience of government and war : the will of the com-

munity was ablblute : the rights of individuals were facred : one

hundred and thirty thoufand citizens were armed for defence or con-

queft j and a band of robbers and outlaws was moulded into a nation,

^' Compefcult taleconfilium Pontifex, fpe- (Muratori, Annali d'ltaua, torn. vi. p. 337.)
rans converfionem p^icipis (Anaftaf. p. 156.). *^ I have traced the Roman dutchy ac-

3ed re defifterent ab amore et fide R.
J. ad- cording to the maps, and the maps according

monebat (p. 157.), The popes ftyle Leo and to the excellent diilertation, of father Be-
ConrtantineCopronymus.Imperatores etDo- retti (de Chorographia Italia; Medii \%
mini, with the ftrange epithet . A fed. xx. p, 216— 232.). Yet I muft nicely

famous Moiaic of the Lateran (A. D. 798) obferve, that Viterbo is of Lombard founda-

reprefents Chrilt, who delivers the keys to tion (p. 21 1.), and that Terraciiia was ufurp-

St. Peter and the banner to Conftantine V. ed by the Greeks.

1 3. deferving
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CHAP, deferv'ing of freedom and ambitious of glory ". AVhen the fovc-

«. —u— _f reignty of the Greek emperors was extinguiflied, the ruins of Rome
prefented the fad image of depopulation and decay : her flavery was

an habit, her liberty an accident ; the effeit of fuperftition, and the

objciit of her own amazement and terror. The laft veftige of the

fubllancc, or even the forms, of the conftitution, was obliterated

from the pradice and memory of the Romans ; and they were de-

void of knowledge, or virtue, again to build the fabric of a com-

monwealth. Their fcanty remnant, the offspring of flaves and ftran-

gers, was defpicable in the eyes of the viilorious Barbarians. As

often as the Franks or Lombards exprefled their moft bitter con-

tempt of a foe, they called him a Roman ;
" and in this name," fays

the bifliop Liutpraiid, " we include whatever is bafe, Avhatevcr is

*' cowardly, whatever is perfidious, the extremes of avarice and
*' luxury, and every vice that can proilitute the dignity of human
*' nature **." By the neceffity of their fituation, the inhabitants of

Rome were caft into the rough model of a republican government

:

they were compelled to eledl feme judges in peace and fome lead-

ers in war : the nobles aflembled to deliberate, and their refolves

could not be executed without the union and confent of the multi-

tude. The ftyle of the Roman fenate and people was revived *',

*' On the extent, population, &c. of the quid vitiorurn eft comprehendcntes (Liut-

Roman kingdom, the reader may perufe, with prand, in Legat. Script. Ital. torn. i!. pars i.

pleafure; the Di/cours Preliminaire to the Re- p. 4S1.)• For the fins of Cato or Tully,

publique RomaineofM.de Beaufort (torn, i.), Minos might have impofed, as a lit penance,

who will not be accufed of too much credu- tlic daily perufal of this barbarous paflagc.

lity for the early ages of Rome. *" Pipino regi Francorum, omnis fenatus,

* Ql}io% /Romanos) nos, Longobardi fci- atque univerfa populi generalitas a Deo fer-

licet, Saxones, Franci, Lotharingi, Bijoarii, vatxRoman.-eurbis. Code\ Carolin. epift. 36.

Suevi, Burgundiones, tanto dedignamur ut in Script. Ital. torn. iii. pars ii. p. 160. The

jnimicos noilros commoti, nil aliud contume- names of fenatus and fenator were never to-

liarum nifi Romane, dicamus : hoc foio, id eft tally extinft (Diflert. Chorograph, p. 216,

Komanorum nomine, quicquid ignobilitatis, ZI7.); but in the middle ages they fignified

quicquid timiditatis, quicquid avaritirc, quic- little more than nobiles optimates, &c. (Du-

4}uid luxuris, quicquid mendacii, immo quic- cangc, Glofl'. Latin.}.

but
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but the fpirlt was fled ; and their new independence was diArraced C A l'.

XLIX
by the tumultuous conflld; of Ucentioufneis and oppreffion. The u-J->,~l_/

want of laws could only be fupplied by the influence of religion, and

their foreign and domeftic counfels were moderated by the authority

of the biihop. His alms, his fermons, his correfpondence with the

kings and prelates of the Weft, his recent fervices, their gratitude,

and oath, accuftomed the Romans to confider him as the firft magif-

trate or prince of the city. The Chriftian humility of the popes was

not offended by the name of Dombius, or Lord j and their face and

infcription are ftill apparent on the moft ancient coins ''\ Their tem-

poral dominion is now confirmed by the reverence of a thoufand

years ; and their nobleft title is the free choice of a people, whom
they had redeemed from flavery.

In the quarrels of ancient Greece, the holy people of Elis enjoyed Romeattack-
cd uV the

a perpetual peace, under the protedlion of Jupiter, and in the exer- Lombards,
AD

cife of the Olympic games*'. Happy would it have been for the 730—752.

Romans, if a fimilar privilege had guarded the patrimony of St.

Peter from the calamities of war; if the Chrifliians, who vifited the

holy threihold, would have Iheathed their fwords in the prefence of

the apoftle and his fucceflbr. But this myfl:ic circle could \\\. been

traced only by the wand of a legiflator and a fage : this pacific fyftem

was incompatible with the zeal and ambition of the popes : their Ro-

mans were not addided, like the inhabitants of Elis, to the innocent

and placid labours of agriculture ; and the Barbarians of Italy, though

foftened by the climate, were far below the Grecian ftates in the

inftitutions of public and private life. A memorable example of

* See Muratori, Antiquit. ItaJix Medii explains by COiVIlantinopoH OIHcina (-
jiEvi, torn. ii. diflertat. xxvii. p. 548. cundn).

one of thefe coins we read Hadrlaniis Papa +' See VvOil's DiiTertation on the Olympic
(A. D.) ; on the reverfe. Via. DDNN. Games (Pindar, vol. ii. p. 32—36. edition in

with the word C0AO5, which the Fere Jou- iz•""), and the judicious refleftions of Poly-

bert (Science des Medailles, torn. ii. p. 42 ) bius (torn. i. 1. iv. p. 466. edit. Gronov.).

Vol. V. Q^ repent-
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repentance and piety was exhibited by Liutprand king of the Lombards.

In arms, at the gate of the Vatican, the conqueror Uftened to the voice

of Gregory the fecond*', withdrew his troops, refigned his con-

quer, refpedfully vifited the church of St. Peter, and, after per-

forming his devotions, offered his fword and dagger, his cuirafs

and mantle, his filvcr crofs, and his crown of gold, on the tomb

of the apoftle. But this religious fervour was the illufion, perhaps

the artifice, of the moment ; the fcnfe of intereft is ftrong and lading;

the love of arms and rapine was congenial to the Lombards ; and

both the prince and people were irrefiftibly tempted by the diforders

of Italy, the nakednefs of Rome, and the unwarlike profefllon of

her new chief. On the firft edifts of the emperor, they declared

themfelves the champions of the holy images : Liutprand invaded

the province of Romagna, which had already ail'umed that diftinc-

tive appellation ; the Catholics of the Exarchate yielded without re-

luctance to his civil and military power ; and a foreign enemy was

introduced for the firft time into the impregnable fortrefs of Ra-

venna. That city and fortrefs were fpeedily recovered by the adlive

diligence and maritime forces of the Venetians ; and thofe faithful

fubjedls obeyed the exhortation of Gregory himfelf, in feparating the

perfonal guilt of Leo from the general caufe of the Roman empire*'.

The Greeks were lefs mindful of the fervice, than the Lombards of

the injury : the two nations, hoftile in their faith, were reconciled

in a dangerous and unnatural alliance ; the king and the exarch

marched to the conqueft of Spoleto and Rome : the ftorm evaporated

*' The fpeech of Gregory to the Lombard xii. p. 135•)' have prcferved this epiftle of

is finely compofed by Sigonius (de Regno Ita- Gregory. The lofs and recovery of Raven•

lis, 1. iii. Opera, torn. ii. p. 73•)> whoimi- na are mentioned by Paulus Diaconus (de

tates the licence and the fpirit of Salluft or Geft. Langobard. 1. vi. c. 49. 54. in Script.

Livy. Ital• torn. i. pars i. p. 506. 508.); but our

*» The Venetian hillorians, John Sagor- chronologifts, Pagi, Muratori, Sec. cannot

ninus (Chron. Venet. p. 11.) and the doge afcertain the date or circumilances.

Andrew Dandolo (Scriptores Rer. Ital. torn.

without
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without eifed, but the policy of Liutprand alarmed Italy with a

vexatious alternative of hoftility and truce. His fucceflbr Aftolphus

declared himfelf the equal enemy of the emperor and the pope

:

Ravenna was fubdued by force or treachery'", and this final con-

queft extinguiihed the feries of the exarchs, who had reigned with a

fubordinate power fmce the time of Juftinian and the ruin of the Go-
thic kingdom. Rome was fummoned to acknowledge the vidorious

Lombard as her lawful fovereign ; the annual tribute of a piece of

gold was fixed as the ranfom of each citizen, and the fword of de-

fi:ru£lion was uniheathed to exa£t the penalty of her difobedience.

The Romans hefitated ; they entreated ; they complained ; and the

threatening Barbarians were checked by arms and negociations, till

the popes had engaged the friendihip of an ally and avenger beyond

the Alps".

In his diftrefs, the firft Gregory had implored the aid of the hero Her dellver-

of the age, of Charles Martel, who governed the French monarchy PepIn/

with the humble title of mayor or duke j and who, by his fignal ^' ^* '^^^'

victory over the Saracens, had faved his country, and perhaps Europe,

from the Mahometan yoke. The ambaifadors of the pope were re-

ceived by Charles with decent reverence ; but the greatnefs of his

occupations, and the fhortnefs of his life, prevented his interference

in the affairs of Italy, except by a friendly and ineifedtual media-

tion. His fon Pepin, the heir of his power and virtues, aiTumed the

office of champion of the Roman church ; and the zeal of the French

prince appears to have been prompted by the love of glory and re-

'" The option will depend on the various Charlemagne, as far as the year 791, when
readings of the MSS. of Anallafius— </««/*- it was formed by the laft of thefe princes.

rat, or decerpferat (Script. Ital. tom. iii. His original and authentic MS. (Bibliothecie

pars i. p. 167.). Cubicularis) is now in the Imperial library of
" The Codex Carolinus is a colleflion of Vienna, and has been publiihed by Lambe-

the Epiftles of the Popes to Charles Martel cius and Muratori (Script. Rerum Ital. tom.

(whom they ftyle Subregulus), Pepin, and iii. pars ii. p. 75, &c.).

0^2 ligion.
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CHAP, liglon. But the danger was on the banks of the Tyber, the fuccour

«^ — .- _, on thofe of the Seine; and our. fympathy is cold to the relation of

~diftant mifery. Amidft the tears of the city, Stephen the third em-

braced the generous refolution of vifiting in perfon the courts of

Lombardy and France, to deprecate the injuftice of his enemy, or to

excite the pity and indignation of his friend. After footliing the

public defpair by litanies and orations, he undertook this laborious

journey with the ambaiTadors of the French monarch and the Greek

emperor. The king of the Lombards was inexorable ; but his threats

could not filcnce the complaints, nor retard the fpeed, of the Roman

pontiff, who traverfed the Pennine Alps, repofed in the abbey of St»

Maurice, and haftened to grafp the right-hand of his protedor; a

hand which was never lifted in vain, either in war or friendfliip.

Stephen was entertained as the vifible fucceffor of the apoftle ; at

the next afTeinbly, the field of March or of May, his injuries were

expofed to a devout and warlike nation, and he repaffed the Alps,

not as a fuppliant, but as a conqueror, at the head of a French army,

which was led by the king in perfon. The Lombards, after a weak-

refiftance, obtained an ignominious peace, and fwore to reilore the

poflcffions, and to refpedl the fandtity, of the Roman church. But

no fooner was Aftolphus delivered from the prefence of the French

arms, than he forgot his promife and refented his difgrace. Rome

was again encompafled by his arms ; and Stephen, apprehenfive of

fatiguing the zeal of his Tranfalpine allies, enforced his complaint

and requeft, by an eloquent letter in the name and perfon of St.

Peter himfelf'\ The apoftle alTures his adoptive fons, the king, the

'* See this moil extraordinary letter in the du£lion of the dead, or of immortals, was

Codex Carolinus, epirt. iii. p. 92. The ene- familiar to the ancient orators, though it i»

mies of the popes have charged them with executed on this occaCon in the rude falhioa

iraud and blafphcmy ; yet they furely meant of the age.

to peifuade rather than deceive. This intro-

' clergy.
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clergy, and the nobles of France, that dead in the fleih, he is ftill CHAP.
alive in the fpirit ; that they now hear, and muft obey, the voice of ' >r^—

/

the founder and guardian of the Roman church : that the Virgin,

the angels, the faints, and the martyrs, and all the hoft of heaven,

unanimoufly urge the requeft, and will confefs the obligation ; that

riches, viiitory, and paradife, will crown their pious enterprife, and

that eternal damnation will be the penalty of their negledl, if they

fuifer his tomb, his temple, and his people, to fall into the hands of

the perfidious Lombards. The fecond expedition of Pepin Was not

lefs rapid and fortunate than the firft : St. Peter was fatisfied, Rome

was again faved, and Aftolphus was taught the leiTons of juftice and

fincerity by the fcourge of a foreign mafter. After this double

chaftifement, the Lombards languifhed about twenty years in a ftate

of languor and decay. But their minds were not yet humbled to their

condition ; and inftead of affecting the pacific virtues of the feeble,

they peevifhly haraffed the Romans with a repetition of claims,

evafions, and inroads, which they undertook without refledion and

terminated without glory. On either fide, their expiring monarchy

was preiTed by the zeal and prudence of pope Adrian the firfl:, the

genius, the fortune, and greatnefs of Charlemagne the fon of Pepin ;

thefe heroes of the church and ftate were united in public and do-

meftic friendfhip, and while they trampled on the proftrate, they

varnifhed their proceedings with the faireit colours of equity and

moderation". The paifes of the Alps, and the walls of Pavia, were

the only defence of the Lombards ; the former were furprifed, the

" Except in the divorce of the daughter (Cod. Carolin. epiil. 45. p. 178, 179).
of Defiderius, whom Charlemagne repudiated Another reafon againft the marriage was the

fine aliquo crimine. Pope Stephen IV. had exiftence of a firft wife (Muratori, Annali
moft furiouily oppofed the alliance of a noble d'ltalia, torn. vi. p. 232, zjj. 236, 237.).
Frank -cum perfida, horrida, nee dicenda, Bat Charlemagne indulged himfelf in the

fcetentiilima natione Longobardorum — to freedom of polygamy or concubinage.
who.Ti he imputes the firft ftain of leprof/

latter
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CHAP, latter were invefted, by the fon of Pepin ; and after a blockade of two
XLIX.

. .
—.-'_. years, Defiderius, the laft of their native princes, furrendered his

Lomirrdy° fceptre and his capital. Under the dominion of a foreign king, but

by charie- • ^^ pofleflion of their national laws, the Lombards became the
magne, -r '

A.D. 774. brethren, rather than the fubje£ls, of the Franks ; who derived their

blood, and manners, and language, from the fame Germanic

origin '*.

Pepin and The mutual obligations of the popes and the Carlovingian family,

Charie- form the important link of ancient and modern, of civil and eccle-
jnagne, kings *

of France, fiaftical, hiftory. In the conqueft of Italy, the champions of the

753. 76^8. Roman church obtained a favourable occafion, a fpecious title, the

wiihes of the people, the prayers and intrigues of the clergy. But

the moft eflential gifts of the popes to the Carlovingian race were the

dignities of king of France", and of patrician of Rome. I. Under

the facerdotal monarchy of St. Peter, the nations began to refume

the pra£tice of feeking, on the banks of the Tyber, their kings, their

laws, and the oracles of their fate. The Franks w^ere perplexed be-

tween the name and fubftance of their government. All the powers

of royalty were exercifed by Pepin, mayor of the palace ; and no-

thing, except the regal title, was v\^anting to his ambition. His

enemies were crufhed by his valour ; his friends were multiplied by

his liberality ; his father had been the faviour of Chriftendom ; and

the claims of perfonal merit were repeated and ennobled in a defcent

of four generations. The name and image of royalty was ftill pre-

fcrved in the laft defcendant of Clovis, the feeble Childeric ; but his

5* See the Annali d'ltalia of Muratori, Tcftamenti, diflertat. ii. p. 96— «07. )i have

torn. vi. and the three firft diflertations of treated this fubjeft of the depoiition of Chil-

liis Antiquitates Italic Medii vEvi, torn. i. deric with learning and attention, but with

" Befides the common hillorians, three ftrong bias to fave the independence of the

French critics, Launoy (Opera, torn. v. pars crown. Yet they are hard prefled by the

ii. 1. vii. epift. 9. p. 477—487.), Pagi (Cri- texts which they produce of Eginhard, Theo-

tica, A.D. 751, N° 1 — 6. A.D. 752, N" i phanes, and the old annals, Laurelhamenfcs,

—10.), and Natalis Alexander (Hiil. Novi f uldenfes, Loifielani.

obfolcte
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obfolete right could only be ufed as an Inftrument of feditlon : the C A P.

nation was defirous of reftoring the fimplicity of the conftitution ; ' ^-^

and Pepin, a fubjedl and a prince, was ambitious to afcertain his own

rank and the fortune of his family. The mayor and the nobles

were bound, by an oath of fidelity, to the royal phantom : the blood

of Clovis was pure and facred in their eyes ; and their common

ambaffadors addreifed the Roman pontiff, to difpel their fcniples, or

to abfolve their promife. The intereft of pope Zachary, the fucceiror

of the two Gregories, prompted him to decide, and to decide in their

favour : he pronounced that the nation might lawfully unite, in the

fame perfon, the title and authority of king ; and that the unfor-

tunate Childeric, a vidtim of the public fafety, ihould be degraded,

fliaved, and confined in a mcnaftery for the remainder of his days.

An anfwer, fo agreeable to their wiihes, was accepted by the Franks,

as the opinion of a cafuift, the fentence of a judge, or the oracle of a

prophet : the Merovingian race difappeared from the earth ; and

Pepin was exalted on a buckler by the fuffrage of a free people, ac-

cuftomed to obey his laws and to march under his ftandard. His

coronation was twice performed, with the fandion of the popes, by

their moft faithful fervant St. Boniface, the apoftle of Germany, and

by the grateful hands of Stephen the third, who, in the monaftery

of St. Denys, placed the diadem on the head of his benefador. The
royal undtion of the kings of Ifrael was dextroufly applied '"

: the

fucceifor of St. Peter aifuraed the charadler of a divine ambailador :

a German chieftain was transformed into the Lord's anointed ; and

this Jewilh rite has been diffufed and maintained by the fuperftition.

'* Not abfolutely for the firft time. On a Coniiantine Manafles mentions that of Char-
lefs confpicuous theatre, it had been ufed, in leniagne as a foreign, Jewilh, incomprehen-
the vl'•' and vii"• centuries, by the provincial Able ceremony. See Selden's Titles of Hc-
bilhops of Britain and Spain. The royal nour, in his Works, vxL iii. part i. p. 234—
unflion of Coiil'antinople was borrowed from 240.

ihe Latins in the iaft age of the empire.

and
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and vanity of modern Europe. Tlie Franks were abfolved from

their ancient oath ; but a dire anathema was thundered againft them

and their pofterity, if they fliould dare to renew the fame freedom

of choice, or to eledl a king, except in the holy and meritorious race

of the Carlovingian princes. AVithout apprehending the future

danger, thefe princes gloried in their prcfcnt fecurity : the fecretary

of Charlemagne affirms, that the French fceptre was transferred by

the authority of the popes "
; and, in their boldeil cnterprifes, they

infift, with confidence, on this fignal and fuccefsful adt of temporal

jurifdidion.

Patricians of . In the change of manners and language, the patricians of

Rome*' were far removed from the fenate of Romulus, or the

palace of Conftantine, from the free nobles of the republic, or the

fiditious parents of the emperor. After the recovery of Italy and

Africa by the arms of Juftinian, the importance and danger of thofe

remote provinces required the prefence of a fupreme magiftrate ; he

was indiiferently ftyled the exarch or the patrician ; and thefe gova•-

nors of Ravenna, who fill their place in the chronology of princes,

extended their jurifdidtion over the Roman city. Since the revolt of

Italy and the lofs of the Exarchate, the diftrefs of the Romans had

cxaQed feme facrifice of their independence. Yet, even in this adl,

they exerclfed the right of difpofmg of themfelves ; and the decrees

of the fenate and people fucceifively inverted Charles Martel and his

pofterity, with the honours of patrician of Rome. The leaders of a

" See Eginhard, in Vita Caroli Magni, Rome, fee Ducange (GloiT. Latin, torn. v.

c. i. p. 9, &c. c. iii. p. 24. Childeric was p. 149— 151.). I'^g' (Critica, A. D. 740,

depofed—jiiju, the Carlovingians were efta- N''6— 11.), Muiatori (Annali d'ltalia, turn.

bli(hed-a«i7i)Wie/i, Pontificis Romani. Lau- vi. p. 308—320.), and St. Mirc (Abrege

iioy, &c. pretend that thefe ftrong words are Chronologique dc I'ltalie, torn. i. p. 379

—

fufceptiblc of a very foft interpretation. Be 382.). Of thefe, the Fr.incifcan Pagi is the

it fo ; yet Eginhard underilood the world, the nioil difpofed to make the patrician a lieute-

court, and the Latin language. nant of the church, rather than of the em-

'' For the title and powers of patrician of pire,

powerful
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powerful nation would have difdained a fervile title and fubordiuate ^ ^ ^
P•

office ; but the reign of the Greek emperors was fufpended ; and, in »

—

-x——

»

the vacancy of the empire, they derived a more glorious commiffion

from the pope and the republic. The Roman ambaifadors prefented

thefe patricians with the keys of the ihrine of St. Peter, as a pledge

and fymbol of fovereignty ; with a holy banner, which it was their

right and duty to unfurl in the defence of the church and city ". In

the time of Charles Martel and of Pepin, the interpofition of the

Lombard kingdom covered the freedom, while it threatened the

fafety, of Rome ; and the patriciate reprefented only the title, the

fervice, the alliance, of thefe diftant protedors. The power and

policy of Charlemagne annihilated an enemy, and impofed a mafter.

In his firil vifit to the capital, he was received with all the honours

which had formerly been paid to the exarch, the reprefentative of the

emperor ; and thefe honours obtained fome new decorations from

the joy and gratitude of pope Adrian the firft '°. No fooner was

he informed of the fudden approach of the monarch, than he dif-

patched the magiftrates and nobles of Rome to meet him, with the

banner, about thirty miles from the city. At the diftance of one

mile, the Flaminian way was lined with Uxe/chools, or national com-

munities, of Greeks, Lombards, Saxons, &c. : the Roman youth was

under arms ; and the children of a more tender age, with palms and

olive branches in their hands, chaunted the praifes of their great de-

liverer. At the aipedl of the holy croifes, and enfigns of the faints,

" The papal advocates can foften the fym- this important correflion (Catalani, in his

bolic meaning of the banner and the keys
j

Critical Prefaces Annali d'ltaua, torn. xvii.

but the ftyle of ad regnum dimifimas, or di- p. 95—99•)•

reximus (Codex Carolin. epift. i. torn. iii.
^"^ In the authentic na-rative of this recep-

pars ii. p. 76.), feems to allow of no pallia- tion, the Liber Pontificalis obferves—obviam
tion or efcape. In the MS. of the Vien- ilii ejus fanftitas dirigens venerabiles cruces,

na library, they read, inftead of regnum, ro- id ell figna ; ficut mos eft ad exarchum, aut

gum, prayer or requeft (fee Ducange) ; and patriclum fufcipiendum, eum cum ingenti

theroyalty of Charles Martel is fubverted by honore faicipi fecit (torn. iii. pars), p. 185.).

Vol. V. R he
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C A P. ]je dirmounted from his horfe, led the proceiTion of his nobles to

u-—V-—' the Vatican, and, as he afcended the flairs, devoutly kifled eachftep

of the threihold of the apoftles. In the portico, Adrian expecled him

at the head of his clergy : they embraced, as friends and equals ; but

in their march to the altar, the king or patrician afiumed the right-

hand of the pope. Nor was the Frank content with thefe vain and

empty dcmonftrations of refpeiSt. In the twcnty-fix years that

elapfed, between the conqueft of Lombardy and his Imperial coro-

nation, Rome, which had been delivered by the fword, was fubjeit,

as his own, to the fceptre, of Charlemagne. The people fwore alle-

giance to his perfoa and family : in his name money was coined,

and juftice was adminiftered ; and the eledlion of the popes was exa-

mined and confirmed by his authority. Except an original and felf-

inherent claim of fovereignty, there was not any prerogative re-

maining, which the title of emperor could add to the patrician of

Rome ".

Donations of The gratitude of the Carlovlngians was adequate to thefe obliga-

cha'rle- tions, and their names are confecrated, as the faviours and bene-

popesf
'°

'
^ factors of the Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of farms and

houfes was transformed by their bounty into the temporal dominion

of cities and provinces ; and the donation of the exarchate ^vas the

firil fruits of the conquefts of Pepin ". Aftolphus with a figh relin-

quiibed his prey ; the keys and the hoftages of the principal cities

•' Paulus Diaconus, who wrote before the *^ Moiheini (InllitutionHift. Ecclef. p.263.)

empire of Charlemagne, defcr'ibes Rome as weighs this donation with fair and deliberate

his fut-jed\ city—vcllrx ci\ itatcs (ad Pompe- prudence. The original aft has never been

ium Ftllum), fuis addidit fccpiris (de Mcten- produced; but the Liber Pontificalis repre-

iis Ecclcfix Kpifcopis). Some Carlovingian fents (p. 171.), and the Codex Carolinus

medals, llruck at Rome, have engaged Le fuppofes, this ample gift. Both are con-

Elanc to write an elaborate, tliough partial, temporary records ; and the latter is the

diiTenation on their authority at Rome, both more authentic, fince it has been prcfcrved,

as patricians and emperors (Amftcrdam, 1692, not in the papal, but the Imperial, library.

in 4'»).

1

7

were
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were delivered to the French ambaflador ; and, in his mailer's name. C II A p.
XLIX.

he prefented them before the tomb of St. Peter. The ample meafure ^ . •

of the Exarchate''^ might comprife all the provinces of Italy which

had obeyed the emperor and his vicegerent ; but its ilridl and pro-

per limits were included in the territories of Ravenna, Bologna, and

Ferrara : its infeparable dependency was the Pentapolis, which

ftretched along the Adriatic from Rimini to Ancona, and advanced

into the midland country as far as the ridges of the Apennine. In

this tranfadtion, the ambition and avarice of the popes has been

feverely condemned. Perhaps the humility of a Chriftian prieft

fhould have rejeded an earthly kingdom, which it was not eafy for

him to govern without renouncing the virtues of his profeffion.

Perhaps a faithful fubjedl, or even a generous enemy, would have

been lefs impatient to divide the fpolls of the Barbarian ; and if the

emperor had entrufted Stephen to folicit in his name the reftitutlon

of the Exarchate, I will not abfolve the pope from the reproach of

treachery and falfehood. But in the rigid interpretation of the laws,

every one may accept, without Injury, whatev'er his benefa£tor can

beftow without injuftice. The Greek emperor had abdicated or

forfeited his right to the Exarchate ; and the fword of Aftolphus was

broken by the ftronger fword of the Carlovingian. It was not in

the caufe of the Iconoclaft that Pepin had expofed his perfon and

army in a double expedition beyond the Alps : he pofleiTed, and '

might lawfully alienate, his conqueils ; and to the importunities of

the Greeks, he pioufly replied, that no human confideratlon iliould

tempt him to refume the gift which he had conferred on the Ro-

man pontiff for the remiffion-of his fins and the falvatlon of his

foul. The fplendld donation was granted in fupreme and abfolute

'^ Between the exorbitant claims, and nar- in the limits of the Exarchate and Pentapolis,

row concefTions, of interefl and prejudice, by the DiiTertatio Chorogrnphica Italia; Me-
from which even Muratori (Antiquitat. tom.i. dii ^vi, torn. x. p. 160— 180.

p.63— 6S.) is not exempt, I have been guided,

R 2 dominion.
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^
XLix

^ iiominlon, and the world beheld for the firft time a Chriftian biiliop

»—-V——» invefted with the prerogatives of a temporal prince ; the choice

of magiftrates, the excrclfe of juftice, the impofition of taxes, and

the wealth of the palace of Ravenna. In the diflblution of the

Lombard kingdom, the inhabitants of the dutchy of Spoleto
**

fought a refuge from the ftorm, ihaved their heads after the Roman
faihion, declared themfelves the fervants and fubjefts of St. Peter,

and completed, by this voluntary furrender, the prefent circle of the

ecclefiaftical ftate. That myfterious circle was enlarged to an inde-

finite extent, by the verbal or written donation of Charlemagne '*,

who, in the firft tranfports of his viiilory, defpoiled himfelf and the

Greek emperor of the cities and iflands which had formerly been

annexed to the Exarchate. But, in the cooler moments of abfence

and refledlion, he viewed, with an eye ofjealoufy and envy, the re-

cent greatnefs of his ecclefiaftical ally. The execution of his own

and his father's promifes was refpedlfully eluded : the king of the

Franks and Lombards aflerted the inalienable rights of the empire ;

and, in his life and death, Ravenna", as as Rome, was num-

bered in the lift of his metropolitan cities. The fovereignty of the

Exarchate melted away in the hands of the popes : they found in the

archbiiliops of Ravenna a dangerous and domeftic riA^al ''
: the

nobles

' Spoletini deprccati funt, ut eos in fer- pera, torn. ii. p. 267—270.)• Its authentl-

.vitio B. I'eiri reciperet et more Romanorum city, or at leafl its integrity, are much quef-

tonfurari fr.ceret (Anaftafius, p. 185.)• Yet tioned (Pagi, . D. 817, N° 7, &c. Mura-

it may be a qucflion wheiher they gave their tori, Annali, torn. vi. p. 432, &c. Diflertat.

own perfons or their country. Chorographica, p. 33, 34..); but I fee no rea-

*5 The policy and donations of Charle- fonable objeflion to thefe princes fo freejy

magne arc carefully examined by St. Marc difpofing of what was not th;L• own.

(Abregc, torn. i. p. 390—408.), who has "^* Charlemagne folicited and obtained from

well ftudied the Codex Carolinus. I believe, the proprietor, Hadrian I. the mofaics of the

with him, that they were only verbal. The palace of Ravenna, for the decoration of Aix-

moft ancient ad of donation that pretends to la-Chapelle (Cod. Carolin. epift.67. p.223.).

be extant, is that of the emperor Lewis the *' The popesoften complain of the ufurp-

Pious (Sigonius, de Regno Italia;, I. iv. O- alions of Leo of Ravenna (Codex Carolin.

cpiA.
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nobles and people difdained the yoke of a prieft ; and, in the diforders CHAP.
of the tunes, they could only retain the memory of an ancient claim, >/>—

^

which, in a more profperous age, they have revived and realized.

Fraud is the refource of weaknefs and cunning ; and the ftrong. Forgery of

,
the donation

though ignorant, Barbarian was often entangled in the net of facer- of Conftan-

dotal policy. The Vatican and Lateran were an arfenal and manu-

fadure, which, according to" the occafion, have produced or con-

cealed a various colle£lion of falfe or genuine, of con-upt or fufpi-

cious, a£ts, as they tended to promote the intereft of the Roman

church. Before the end of the eighth century, fome apoftolical

fcrlbe, perhaps the notorious Indore, compofed the decretals, and the

donation of Conftantine, the two magic pillars of the fpiritual and

temporal monarchy of the popes. This memorable donation was in-

troduced to the vv'orld by an epiftle of Adrian the firft, who exhorts

Charlemagne to imitate the liberality, and revive the name, of the

great Conftantine ". According to the legend, the firft of the

Chriftian emperors was healed of the leprofy, and purified in the

waters of baptifm, by St. Silvefter, the Roman bifhop ; and never

was phyfician more glorioufly recompenfed. His royal profelyte

withdrew from the feat and patrimony of St. Peter : declared his re-

folution of founding a new capital in the Eaft.; and refigned to the

popes the free and pei-petual fovereignty of Rome, Italy, and the

provinces of the Weft *'. This fidtion was productive of the moft

bene-

epift. 51, 52, 53. p. 200—Z05.). Si corpus epift. 49. in torn. iii. part ii. p. >9S•)• Pagi

St. AndresE fratris germani St. Petri hie hu- (Critica, A. D. 324, N° 16.) afcribes them

maflet, npquaquam nos Romani pontifices fic to an impoftor of thie viii'•' century, who boi-

fubjugsfi'ent (Agnellus, Liber Pontificalis, in rowed the name of St. ]fidore : his humble

Scrip'ores Rerum Ital. tom.ii. pars i. p. 107.). tiue oi Peccator was ignorantly, but aptly,

''^ Conflantino magno, per ejus lar- turned into Mercator ; his merchandife was

gitatem S. R. Ecclefia elevata et e.xaltata indeed profitable, and a few fheets of pr.per

eft, et poteftatem in his Hefperis partibus were fold for much wealth and power,

largiri dignatus eft. ... Quia ecce novus Con• *' Fabricius (Ciblioc. Gr.-ec. tom.vi. p. 4
llantinus his temporibusjiic. (Codex Caroiin. — 7.) has enumerated the feveral editions of

this
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beneficial effeds. The Greek princes were convided of the guilt of

un.irpation ; and the revolt of Gregory was the claim of his lawful

inheritance. The popes were delivered from their debt of gratitude ;

and the nominal gifts of the Carlovingians were no more than the

jufl: and irrevocable reilitution of a fcanty portion of the ecclefiafti-

cal ftate. The fovereignty of Rome no longer depended on the

choice of a fickle people; and the fucceifors of St. Peter and Con-

ilantine were invefted with the purple and prerogatives of the Ca:fars.

So deep was the Ignorance and credulity of the times, that the moil

abfurd of fables was received, with equal reverence, in Greece and in

France, and Is ilill enrolled among the decrees of the canon law '°.

The emperors, and the Romans, were incapable of difcerning a for-

gery, that fubverted their rights and freedom ; and the only oppo-

fition proceeded from a Sabine monaftery, which, in the beginning

of the twelfth century, difputed the truth and validity of the dona-

tion of Conftantine ". In the revival of letters and liberty this

fiftitious deed was tranfpierced by the pen of Laurentius Valla, the

pen of an eloquent critic and a Roman patriot '*. His contem-

poraries

ice), a copious extrift from the archives of

that Benedii\ine abbey. They were formerly

acceiTible to curious foreigners (Le Blanc and

Mabillon), and would have enriched the firft

volume of the Hiftoria Monallica It«lis of

Quirini. But they are now imprifoned (Mu-
ratori, Scriptores R.I. lom. ii. pars ii. p. 269.)

by the timid policy of tlie court of Rome ; and

the future cardinal yielded to the voice of

this Aft, in Greek and Latin. The copy

which Laurentius Valla recites and refutes,

appears to be taken either from the fpurious

Afts of St. SilveHer or from Gratian's De-

cree, to which, according to him and others,

it has been furreptitioufly tacked.

'° Jn the year 1059, it was believed (wns

it believed?) by pope Leo LX. cacdinal Pe-

ter Damianus, &c. Muratori places (-
nali d'ltalia, torn. i.v. p. 23, 24.) the fiflitious authority and the whifpers of ambition (Qui-

donations of Lewis the Pious, the Otbos, &c. rini, Comment, pars ii. p. 123— 136.).

de Donatione Conftantini. See a Dillcrta- '* I have read in the coUeftion of Schar-

tion of Natalis Alexander, feculum iv. dius (de Poteftate Imperiali Ecdcfiailica,

difl". 25. p. 335— 350. p. 734—780.), this animated difcourfe, which

'' See a large account of the controverfy was compofed by the author, . D. 1440, fix

.(. D. 110^), which arofe from a private years after the flight of pope Eugenius iV.

Jaw-fuit, in the Chronicon Farlcnfc (Script. It is a moll vehement party pamphlet
:
Valla

•Rerum, Italicarum, torn, ii, pars ii. p. 637, juftifies and animates the revolt of the Ro-

nians.
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porarles of the fifteenth century were aftoniihed at his facrllegions CHAP,
boldnefs

;
yet fuch is the filent and irreriftible progrefs of reafon, t -.-

that before the end of the next age, the fable was rejeiled by the

contempt of hiftorians '^ and poets ", and the tacit or modeft cenfure

of the advocates of the Roman church ". The popes themfelves

have indulged a fmile at the credulity of the vulgar '*
; but a falfe and

obfolete title ftill fanftifies their reign ; and, by the fame fortune

which has attended the decretals and the Sibylline oracles, the edifice

has fubfifted after the foundations have been undermined.

AVhile the popes eftabliihed in Italy their freedom and dominion, Refloratlon

the images, the firft caufe of their revolt, were x^eftored in the Eaftern the Eaft by

empire ". Under the reign of Conftantine the fifth, the union of i^^r^^^^^'^

civil and ecclefiaftical power had overthrown the tree, without ex- ^- ^' 7^°'

mans, and would even approve the ufe of a

dagger againft their facerdotal tyrant. Such

a criti' -righ: exppil the perfecudon of the

clergy
; y ;' Iia jn.ide his peace, and is buried

in the Lateran (Bayle, DiAionaire Critique,

Valla ; Voffius, de HUloricis Latinis,p.58o.

" See Guicciardini, a ferx ant of the popes,

in that long and valuable digreflion, which
has refumed its place in the laft edition, cor-

reftly publiflied from the author's MS. and
printed in four volumes in quarto, under the

nameof Friburgo, 1775 (Iftoria d'Jtalia, torn.

»• p• 385—395•)•
' The Paladin Aftolpho found it in the

moon, among the things that were loft upon

earth (Orlando Furiofo, xxxiv. 80.).

Di vari fiore ad un giand monte pafla,

Ch'ebbe gia buono odore, or puzza forte

Quello era il dono (le perodir lecc)

Che Coilantino a! buon Silvcftro fece.

Yet this incomparable poem has been ap-

proved by a bull of Leo X.
'5 SeeBaronius, A. D. 324, N' 117— 123.

A.D. 1 191, N° 51, &c. Thecnrdinal wilhes

to fuppofe that Rome was offered Conilantine,

and refufsd by Silvefter. The aft of donation

he confiders, Urangely enough, as a forgery

of the Greeks.

'* Baronius n'en dit gueres contre : encore

en a-i'il trop dit, et Ton vouloit fans moi,

(Cardinal cluPerronJ ,q^\x\ I'empechai, cenfurer

cette partie de fon hilioire. J'en devifai un

jour avec le Pape, et il ne me repondit autre

chofe " che volete .' i Canonici la lengono,"

il le difoit en riant (Perroniana, p. 77.).

'' The remaining hiftory of images, from

Irene to Theodora, is colleiled, for the Ca-

tholics, by Baronius and Pagi (A.D. 78.^

—

840), Natalis Alexander (Hift. N. T. fecu-

lum viii. Panoplia adverfus Hsreticos, p. 1 18

— 178.), and Dupin (Bibliot. Ecclef. tom. vi.

p. 136— 154•) ; for the protellants, by Span-

heim (Hifl. Imag. p. 305 — 639.), Bafnage

(Hill. delEglilc, tom. i.p. 556— 572. tom.ii,

p. 1362— 1385.), and Moiheim (IHilitut.l•i.

Ecclef. fecul. viii etix.). The protellants,

except Moiheim, are foured with controverfy ;

but the Catholics, except Dupin, are inflamed

by the fury and fuperftition of the monks ;

and even Le Beau (Hift. du Bas Empire), a

gentleman and a icholar, is JnfecTed by the

cdious cont.igion.

tirpating
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^
J?,

,

^• tirpating the root, of fupcrftition. The idols, for fucli they were

> ^ ' now held, were fecretly chcrifhed by the order and the fex moft

prone to devotion ; and the fond alliance of the monks and females,

obtained a final vidory over the reafon and authority of man. Leo

the fourth maintained with lefs rigour the religion of his father and

grandfather ; but his wife, the fair and ambitious Irene, had im-

bibed the zeal of the Athenians, the Jieirs of the idolatry, rather

than the philofophy, of their anceftors. During the life of her

hufband, thefe fentiments were inflamed by danger and diffimula-

tion, and fhe could only labour to protedt and promote fome fa-

vourite monks whom ihe drew from their caverns, and feated on

the metropolitan thrones of the Eafl:. But as foon as flie reigned

in her own name and that of her fon, Irene more ferioufly under-

took the ruin of the Iconoclafts ; and the firft ftep of her future per-

fecution, was a general edidt for liberty of confcience. In the re-

ftoration of the monks, a thoufand images were expofed to the

public veneration ; a thoufand legends were invented of their fuf-

ferings and miracles. By the opportunities of death or removal,

the epifcopal feats were judicioufly filled ; the moft eager competi-

tors for earthly or celeftial favour, anticipated and flattered the judg-

ment of their fovereign ; and the promotion of her fecretary Tarafius,

gave Irene the patriarch of Conftaniinople, and the command of the

Oriental church. But the decrees of a general council could only

be repealed by a fimilar afliembly '*
; the Iconoclafts whom fhe con-

vened, were bold in pofl'efllon, and averfe to debate ; and the feeble

voice of the bifliops was re-echoed by the more formidable clamour

of the foldiers and people of Conftantinople. The delay and in-

trigues of a year, the fcparation of the difaffeded troops, and the

'' See the Afls, in Greek and Latin, of Councils, p. 645— 1600. A faithful verfion,

the fccond Council of Nice, with a number with fome critical notes, would provoke, in

of relative pieces, in the vlii"'' volume of the different readers, a iigh or a fmile.

6 choice
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choice of Nice for a fecond orthodox fynod, removed thefe obfta- chap.
cles; and the epifcopal confcience was again, after the Greek faihion, « _!_>

in the hands of the prince. No more than eighteen days were r^i^cou^ncii.'

allowed for the confummation of this important work: the Icono- ?J
^}"^'

A . D . 7 8 7

,

clafts appeared, not as judges, but as criminals or penitents ; the ^^P'• ^+~

fcene was decorated by the legates of pope Adrian and the Eaftern

patriarchs", the decrees were framed by the prefident Tarafius, and

ratified by the acclamations and fubfcriptions of three hundred and

fifty biihops. They unanimoufly pronounced, that the worihip of

images is agreeable to fcripture and reafon, to the fathers and coun-

cils of the church : but they hefitate whether that worfiiip be rela-

tive or direft ; whether the Godhead, and the figure, of Chriil be

entitled to the fame mode of adoration. Of this fecond Nicene

council, the ads are ftill extant ; a curious monument of fuperftition

and ignorance, of falfehood and folly. I ihall only notice the judg-

ment of the biihops, on the comparative merit of image-worlhip and

morahty. A monk had concluded a truce with the daemon of for-

nication, on condition of interrupting his daily prayers to a pidlure

that hung in his cell. His fcruples prompted him to confult the abbot.

" Rather than abftain from adoring Chrift and his Mother in their

" holy images, it would be better for you," replied the cafuift, " to

" enter every brothel, and vifit every proftitute, in the city'"."

For the honour of orthodoxy, at leaft the orthodoxy of the Ro- P'."*' «^a-

. . .
blilhment of

man church, it is lomewhat unfortunate, that the two princes who images by

" The pope's legates were cafual meiTen- ^° Yiy.psfu h » t» >! •
gers, two priefts without any fpecial commif- > wcpnw £i; ft» ainXh:, ' a.(tr,ar,, and who were difavowed on their re- ^'^ xupio» , xcn Oio» Iro-tv X^i-:»

turn. Some vagabond monks were perfuaded /a;tk tuc? awa ftrrfo? e» eiKon. Thefe vifits

by the Catholics to reprefent the Oriental could not be innocent, fince the /,) -
patriarchs. This curious anecdote is revealed (the d.-cmon of fornication) ^! Ss

by Theodore Studites (epift. i. 38. in Sir- atro . . . » f/Ax. a» ; aunj s-poaf«, &c.

mond. Opp. torn. v. p. 1319-), one of the Ailio iv. p. 901. Ailio v. p. 1031.

warmeft Iconoclalh of the age.

Vol. y. S convened
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convened the two councils of Nice, are both ftaincd with the t)lood

of their fons. The fccond of thcfe aficmblies was approved and

TheodoraV Hgoroufly exccutcd by the delpotifm of Irene, and ihe lefufed her

A.D. S42.
adverfaries the toleration which at firft ihe had granted to her friends.

During the live fucceeding reigns, a period of thirty-eight years,

the conteft was maintained, with unabated rage and various fuccefs,

between the worihippers and the breakers of the images ; but I am

not inclined to purfuc with minute diligence the repetition of the

fame events. Nicephorus allowed a general liberty of fpeech and

pradlce ; and the only virtue of his reign is accufed by the monks

as the caufe of his temporal and eternal perdition. Superilition and

Avcaknefs formed the charader of Michael the firft, but the faints

and images were incapable of fupporting their votary on the throne-

In the purple, Leo the fifth aflerted the name and religion of an

Armenian ; and the idols, whh their fcditious adlierents, were con-

demned to a fecoijd exile. Their applaufc have fanftified the

murder of an impious tyrant, but his aiTaifin and fucceflbr, the fecond

j\licliael, was tainted from his birth with the Phrygian herefies : he

attempted to mediate between the contending parties ; and the in-

tra£lable fpirit of the Catholics infenfibly caft him into the oppofite

fcale. His moderation was guarded by timidity ; but his fon Theo-

phllus, alike ignorant of fear and pity, was the laft and moft cruel of

the Iconoclafts. The cnihufiarm of the times ran ftrongly againft

them ; and the emperors, who ftemmed the torrent, were exafperated

and puniflied by the public hatred. After the death of Theophilus,

the final vidory of the images was atchieved by a fecond female, his

widow Theodora, whom he left the guardian of the empire. Her

meafures were bold and decifive. The fiftion of a tardy repentance

abfolved the fame and the foul of her deceafed hufband : the fen-

tence of the Iconoclaft patriarch was commuted from the lofs of his

eyes to a whipping of two hundred lafties ; the biihops trembled,

10 the
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the monks ihouted, and the feftival of orthodoxy prefcrves the an- chap.
nual memory of the triumph of the images. A fingle queftion yet ^ ' ' g
remained, whether they are endowed with any proper and inherent

fandity : it was agitated by the Greeks of the eleventh century"
;

and as this opinion has the ftrongefl: recommendation of abfurdity,

I am furprifed that it was not more explicitly decided in the affirma-

tive. In the Weft, pope Adrian the firft accepted and announced

the decrees of the Nicene aflembly, which is now revered by the

Catholics as the feventh in rank of the general councils. Rome and

Italy were docile to the voice of their father ; but the greateft part of

the Latin Chriftians were far behind in the race of fuperftition. The Reluaance

churches of France, Germany, England, and Spain, fteered a middle andofCW-

courfe between the adoration and the deftrudion of images, which ")^"-.

they admitted into their temples, not as objects of woriliip, but as lively
^'^'

and ufeful memorials of faith and Iriftory. An angry book of con-

troverfy was compofed and publiflied in the name of Charlemagne
^'

;

under his authority a fynod of three hundred biihops was aflembled

at Frankfort" : they blamed the fury of the Iconoclafts, but they pro-

nounced a more fevere cenfure againft the fuperftition of the Greeks,

and the decrees of their pretended council, which was long defpifed by

the Barbarians of the Weft^\ Among them the worihip of images ad-

vanced

" See an account of this controverfy in priicas Gentilitatis obroletum errorem

the Alexius of Anna Comnena (I. v. p. 1 29.) argumenta infaniflima et abfurdiffima .... de-

and Moiheim (Inllitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 371, rifione dignas naenias, &c. &c.

372.). " The aflemblies of Charlemagne were
'* The Libri Carolini (Spanheim, p• 443 political, as well as ecdefiallical; and the three

—529.), compofed in the palace or winter- hundred members (Nat. Alexander, fee. viii.

•quarters of Charlemagne, at Worms, A. D. p. 53.) who fat and voted at Franckfort muft

790; and fent by Engebert to pope Hadri- include not only the biihops, but the abbots,

an I. who anfwered them by a grandis et and even the principal laymen,
verbofa epiftola (Concil. tom. viii. p. 1553.). ^^ Qui fupra fanflillima patres noftri (epif-

The Carolines propofe 1 20 objeftions againft copi et facerdotes) omnimcdis fervitium et ado-

the Nicene fynod, and fuch words as thefe rationem imaginum renuentescontempferunt,

are the flowers of their rhetoric—dementiam atque confentientes condemnaverunt (Concil.

S 2 torn.
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Final repa-

ration of the

popes from
the Eallern

empire,

A. D.
774—800.

vanced with a filent and infenfible progrefs ; but a large atonement i*

made for their hefitation and delay, by the grol's idolatry of the ages

•which precede the reformation, and of the countries, both in Europe

and America, which are ftill immerfed in the gloom of fuperftition»

It was after the Nicene fynod, and under the reign of the pious

Irene, that the popes confummated the feparation of Rome and

Italy, by the tranflation of the empire to the lefs orthodox Charle-

magne. They were compelled to chufe between the rival nations :

religion was not the fole motive of their choice ; and while they

diflembled the failings of their friends, they beheld, with reludtance

and fufpicion, the CathoUc virtues of their foes. The difference of

language and manners had perpetuated the enmity of the two capi-

tals ; and they were alienated from each other by the hoftile oppo-

fition of fcventy years. In that fchifm the Romans had tailed of

freedom, and the popes of fovereignty : their fubmiffion would

have expofed them to the revenge of a jealous tyrant ; and the revo-

lution of Italy had betrayed the impotence, as well as the tyranny,

of the Byzantine court. The Greek emperors had reftcrcd the

images, but they had not reftored the Calabrian eftates *' and the

lllyrian diocefe", which the Iconoclafts had torn away from the

fucceffors of St. Peter ; and pope Adrian threatens them with a fcn-

tom. 'y. p. loi. Canon ii. Franckfurd).

polemic muft be hard-hearted indeed, who
does i.ot pity the efforts of Baronius, Pagi,

Alexander, Maimbourg, &c. to elude this un-

lucky fentence.

*' Thcophanes (p. 343-) fpecifics thofe of

Sicilv and Calabria, which yielded an annual

tent of three talents and a half of gold (per-

biips700Ql. Ilerling). Liutprand morepomp-

ouily enumerates the patrimonies of the

Roman church in Greece, Judiea, Perfia,

Mcfopotamia, Babylonia, Fgypt, and Libya,

vvhich were detained by the injullice of the

Greek emperor (Lega;. ad Nicephorum, in

Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. ii. pars i.

p. 4S1.).

'" The great diocefe of the Eailern Illy-

ricum, with Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily

(Thomartin, Dilcipline de rFglifc, torn. i.

p. 145.) ; by the confefiion of the Greek.i,

the patriarch of Conftantinople had detached

from Rome the metropolitans of Theflaloni-

ca, Athens, Corinth, Nicopolis, and Patra:

(Luc. Holften. Geograph. Sacra, p. 22.) ;

and his fpiritual conquefts extended to Naplc-s

and Amalphi (Giannnne, Illoria Civile (fi

Napoli, torn. i. p. 517— 524. Pagi, . D.
730, N" n.).

tence.
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tence of excommunication unlefs they ipeedily abjure this pradilcal CHAP.
XLIX.

herely". The Greeks were now orthodox, but their rehgion might y -.- j

be tainted by the breath of the reigning monarch : the Franks were

now contumacious; but a difcerning eye might difcern their ap-
,

proaching converfion from the ufe, to the adoration, of images. The
name of Charlemagne was ftained by the polemic acrimony of his

fcribes ; but the conqueror himfelf conformed, with the temper of a

ftatefman, to the various pradlice of France and Italy. In his four

pilgrimages or vifits to the Vatican, he embraced the popes in the

communion of friendlhip and piety ; knelt before the tomb, and con-

fequently before the image, of the apoftle; and joined, without fcruple,

in all the prayers and proceilions of the Roman liturgy. Would
prudence or gratitude allow the pontiffs to renounce their benefaftor?

Had they a right to alienate his gift of the Exarchate ? Had they

power to abolifh his government of Rome ? The title of patrician

was below the merit and greatnefs of Charlemagne ; and it was only

by reviving the Weftern empire that they could pay their obliga-

tions or fecure their eftabliihment. By this decifive meafure they

would finally eradicate the claims of the Greeks : from the debafe-

ment of a provincial town, the majefty of Rome would be reftored :

the Latin Chriftians would be united, under a fupreme head, in their

ancient metropolis ; and the conquercrs of the Weft receive

their crown from the fucceHbrs of St. Peter. The Roman church

would acquire a zealous and refpeftable advocate ; and, under the

fhadow of the Carlovingian pov\ier, the bifiiop might exercife, with

honour and fafety, the government of the city ",

Before

" In hoc cftenditur, quia ex uno capitulo pa: ad Carol urn Magnum, in Concil. torn.

ab errore reverfu, in aliis duobus, in eoi/ertt viii. p. 1598.) ; to which he adds a feafon,

(was it the fame r) permaneant errore .... moil direitly oppofite to his conduft, that he

de diocefi S. R. E. feu de patrimoniis irerum preferred the falvation cf fouls and rule of
increpantes commonemus, ut fi ea reftituere faith to the goods of this tranfitory world,

noluerit hereticum eum pro hujufmodi eirore " Fontanini confiders the emperors as no

peifevantid decernemus (Epift. Hadrian. Pa- more than the advocates of the church (ad-

vocacus
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CHAP. Before the ruin of paganifm in Rome, the competition for a

.- ' wealthy bifliopric had often been produdlive of tumult and blood-

of Charle- fhcd. The people was lefs numerous, but the times were more fa-

"I^^eror^of ^agc, the prize more important, and the chair of St. Peter was
Rome^andof

fiercely dlfputed by the leaduig ccclefiaftics who afpired to the rank

A. D. 800, of fovereign. The reign of Adrian the firil
^' furpaifes the meafure

of paft or fuccecding ages'"; the walls of Rome, the facred patri-

mony, the ruin of the Lombards, and the friendihip of Charle-

magne, were the trophies of his fame : he fccretly edified the throne

of his fucceflors, and difplayed in a narrow fpace the virtues of a

great prince. His memory was revered ; but in the next eledion, a

priefl: of the Lateran, Leo the third, was preferred to the nephew

and the favourite of Adrian, whom he had promoted to the firil

dignities of the church. Their acquiefcence or repentance difguifed,

above four years, the blackcfi: intention of revenge, till the day of a

proceffion, when a furious band of confpirators difperfed the un-

armed multitude, and aflaulted with blows and wounds the facred

perfon of the pope. But their enterprife on his life or liberty \vas

difappointed, perhaps by their own confufion and remorfe. Leo

was left for dead on the ground ; on his revival from the fwoon,

the efFe£l of his lofs of blood, he recovered his fpeech and fight

;

and this natural event was improved to the miraculous reftoration of

vocatus et defenfor S. R. E. See Ducange, Poll patrem lacrymans Carolus haec car-

GloiT. Lat. torn. i. p. 97.). His antagonift mina fcripfi.

Muratori reduces the popes to be no more Tu mihidulcisamor,te modoplango pater. ..

than the exarchs of the emperor. In the Nomina jungofimul titulis, clariffime, noftra

more equitable view of Mofheim (Inllitut. Adrianus, Carolus, rex ego, tuque pater.

Hill. Ecclef. p. 264, 265.), they held Rome The poetry might be fupplied by Alcuin ; but

under the empire as the moll honourfble the tears, the moll glorious tribute, can only

fpecies of fief or benefice—premuntur nofte belong to Charlemagne,

ealiginofa !
so Every newpope is admonilhed—" Sanile

'» His merits and hopes are fummcd up in " Pater, non videbis annos Petri," twenty-five

an epitaph of thirty-eight verfes, of which years. On the whole ferics the average is

Charlemagne declares himftlf the author about eight years— a ihort hope for an ambi-

{Concil. torn. viii. p. 520.). (ious cardinal.

his
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his eyes and tongue, of which he had been deprived, twice de-

prived, by the knife of the airairms"'. From his prifon, he efcaped

to the Vatican ; the duke of Spoleto haftened to his refcue, Charle-

magne fympathifed in his injury, and in his camp of Paderborn in

WeftphaHa, accepted or folicited a vifit from the Roman pontiff.

Leo repafled the Alps with a commiffion of counts and billiops, the

guards of his fafety and the judges of his innocence; audit was

not without reluilance, that the conqueror of the Saxons delayed

till the enfuing year the perfonal difcharge of this pious office. In

his fourth and laft pilgrimage, he Was received at Rome with the

due honours of king and patrician : Leo was permitted to purge

himfelf by oath of the crimes imputed to his charge : his enemies

were filenced, and the facrilegious attempt againil his life was pu-

niihed by the mild and infufficient penalty of exile. On the feftival

of Chriftmas, the laft year of the eighth century, Charlemagne ap-

peared in the church of St. Peter ; and, to gratify the vanity of

Rome, he had exchanged the fimple drefs of his country for the

habit of a patrician °\ After the celebration of the holy myfteries,

Leo fuddenly placed a precious crown on his head °\ and the dome

refounded with the acclamations of the people, " I-ong life and•

" vidory to Charles, the moft pious Auguftus, crowned by God'

"' The afljrance of Anailafius (torn. iii. chlamyde amiftus, et calceamentis qucque

pars i. p. 197, 198.) is fjpported by the ere- Romano more formatis. Eginhard (c. xxlii.

dulity of fonie French annalifts ; but Egin- p. 109

—

113.) delcribes, like Suetonius, the

hard, and other writers of the fame age, are fioiplicity of his drffs, fo popular in the na-

rnore natural and fincere. " Unus ei occu- tion, that when Charles the Bald returned to

" lus pauUu'um eft laefus," fays John the France in a foreign habit, the patriotic dcgs

deacon of Naples (Vit. Epifcop. Napol. in barked at the apellate (Gaillard, Vie deChar-

Scriplores Muratori, tom.i. parsii. p. 3 12.). lemagne, torn. iv. p. 109.).

Theodulphus, a contemporary lilhop of Or- 93 See Anaftafius (p. 139.) and Eginhard

leans, o'_.ferves with prudence (I. iii. carm. 3.), (c. xxviii. p. 124—128.). The unftion is

Reddita funtr niirum ell : mirum eft au- mentioned by Theophanes (p. 399), the oath

ferre nequifte. by Sigonius (from the Ordo Roman us), and

Eft tamen in dubio, hinc mirer aut inde the pope's adoration, more nntiquorum prin-

magis. cipum, by the Annates Bertiniani (bcript.

s* Twice, at the requeft of Hadrian and Muratcr. torn. ii. pars ii. p. 505.).

Leo^ he appeared at Rome—longa tunica et

« the
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" the great and pacific emperor of the Romans !" The head and

body of Charlemagne were confecrated by the royal unftion : after

the example of the Ca:fars, he was faluted or adored by the pontiff;

his coronation oath reprefents a promife to maintain the faith and

privileges of the church ; and the firft fruits were paid in his rich

offerings to the ihrine of the apoille. In his familiar converfation,

the emperor protefted his ignorance of the intentions of Leo, which

he would have difappointed by his abfence on that memorable day.

But the preparations of the ceremony muft have difclofed the fecret

;

and the journey of Charlemagne reveals his knowledge and expefta-

tion : he had acknowledged that the Imperial title was the objedt of

his ambition, and a Roman fynod had pronounced, that it was the

only adequate reward of his merit and fervices '\

ReJgn and The appellation of great has been often beftowed and fometimes

Char1e"° dcfcrved, but Charlemagne is the only prince in whofe favour

"'2"^• the title has been indiffolubly blended with the name. That name,

768—814. with the addition oifahit^ is inferted in the Roman calendar ; and

the faint, by a rare felicity, is crowned with the prailes of the hifto-

rians and philofophers of an enlightened age ". His rec:! merit

ia doubtlefs enhanced by the barbarifm of the nation and the times

from which he emerged : but the apparent magnitude of an objeiil

is likewifc enlarged by an unequal comparifon ; and the ruins of

'» This great event of the trandation or " By Mably (Obfervations fur I'Mifloire

rcfloration of the empire, is rclaied and dif- de France), Voltaire (Hifioire Gcnerale), Ro-

cufied by Natalis Alexander, fccul. ix. (dif- bertfon (Hillory of Charles V.), and Mon-
frrt. i. p. -jgo— 397.), I'agi (torn. iii. p. 418.), tefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxxi. c. 18.).

Muratori (Annali d'ltalin, torn. vi. p. 339— In the year 17S2, M. Gaiilard publifhed his

^52.), Sigonius (de Regno Itali.x-, I. iv. Hiftoire de Charlemagne (in 4 vols, in iz"""),

Opp. torn. ii. p. 247—251), Spanhcim (de which I have freely and profitably ufed. The
fiil.i Tranflatione Imperii), Giannonc (torn, author is a man of fcnfeand humanity ; and his

i. p. 395—405•)• ^'• Marc (Abrege Chrono- work is laboured with indullry and elegance.

]ogi':ue, torn. i. p. 43U—450.)» Gaiilard But I have likewife examined the original

illiil. dc Charlemagne, torn. ii. p. 3S6

—

monuments of the reigns of Pepin and Char-

446.). Ahnoll all thefe moderns have fome Icmagne, in the \'^ volume of the Iliiiorians

religious or national bias. ot Fr.ince,

Palmyra
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Palmyra derive a cafual fplendour from the nakednefs of the fur-

roundinc• defert. Without injuilice to his fame, I may difcern

fomc blcmiihes in the fandliiy and grerauefs of the reftorer of the

V/ellern empire. Of his moral virtues, chailiiy is not the moil con-

fpicuous'*: but the public happinefs could not be materi.illy injured

by his nine wives or concubines, the various indulgence of meaner

or more tranfient amours, the multitude of his baftards whom he

beftowed on the church, and the long celibacy and licentious man-

ners of his daughters", whom the father \vas fufpedted of loving

with too fond a paffion. I fhall be fcarcely permitted to accufe the

ambition of a conqueror ; but in a day of equal retribution, the

fons of his brother Carloman, the Merovingian princes of Aquitain,

and the four thouilmd five hundred Saxons who were beheaded on

the fame fpot, would have fomething to allege againft the juftice

and humanity of Charlemagne. His treatment of the vanquiihed

Saxons *° was an abufe of the right of conqueft ; his laws were not

iefs fanguinary than his arms, and in the difcuffion of his motives,

whatever is fubftraded from bigotry rauft be imputed to temper. The

fedentary reader is amazed by his inceflant adivity of mind and

body ; and his fubjeds and enemies were not Iefs ailoniihed at his

fudden prefence, at the moment when they believed him at the moil

'" The vifion of Weltin, compofed by a have been coo ftrong for the hiftorian.

monk, eleven years after the death of Char- »' Befides the maffacres and tranfmigra-

iemagne, ihews him in purgatory, with a tions, the pain of death was pronounced

vulture, who is perpetually gnawing the ngainft the following crimes : i. The refufal

guilty member, while the reft of his body, of baptifm. z. The falfe pretence of bap-

the emblem of his virtues, is found and per- tifm. 3. A relapfe to idolatry. 4. The
feft (fee Gaillard, torn. ii. p. 317— 360.). murder of a prieft or biihop. 5. Human

9^ The marriage of Eginhard with Imma, facrifices. 6. Eating meat in Lent. B^it

daughter of Charlemagne, is, in my opinion, every crime might be expisted by baptifm or

fufBciently refuted by the probrum and /iifpi- penance (Gaillard, torn. ii. p. 241— 247.) :

cio that fullied thefe fair damfels, without ex- and the ChrilUan Saxons became the friends

cepting his own wife (c. xix. p. 98— 100. and equals of the Franks (Struv. Corpus

cum Notis Schmincke). The huiband mull Hift. Germanicie, p. 133.).

Vol. Y. T diftant
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dlftant ejctremity of die empire ; neither peace nor war, nor fummer nor

winter, were a [cakn of repofe ; and our fancy cannot eafily reconcile

tlie annals of his reign with the geography of his expeditions. But this

adlivit-y was a national rather than a perfonal virtue ; the vagrant life of

a Frank was fpent in the chace, in pilgrimage, in military adventures^

and the journies of Charlemagne were diftinguiihed only by a more

numerous train and a more important purpofe. His military re-

nown muft be tried by the fcrutiny of his troops, his enemies, and

his aiStions. Alexander conquered with the arms of Philip, but the

two heroes who preceded Charlemagne, bequeathed him their name,

their examples, and the companions of their vidtories. At the head

of his veteran and fuperior armies, he oppreiTed the favage or de-

generate nations, who were incapable of confederating for their

common fafety : nor did he ever encounter an equal antagonift in

numbers, in difcipline, or in arms. The fcience of war has been loft

and revived, with the arts of peace ; but his campaigns are not illuf-

ti'ated by any fiege or battle, of fmgular difficulty and fuccefs ; and

he might behold, with envy, the Saracen trophies of his grand-

father. After his Spaniih expedition, his reai^-guard was defeated'

in the Pyrencean mountains ; and the foldiers, whofe fituation was

irretrievable and whofe valour was ufelefs, might accufe, with their

laft breath, the want of ikill or caution of their general "'. I touch

with revereace the laws of Charlemagne, fo highly applauded by

refpedtable judge. They compofe not a fyftem, but a feries, of

occafional and minute edidts, for the corredion of abufes, the re-

formation of manners, the oeconomy of his farms, the care of his

poultry, and even the fale of his eggs. He wiihed to improve the

'9 In this the famous Rutlar>d, Ro- mentof M. Gaillard (tom.iii. p. 474.). The
lando, Orlando, was flain— cum compluribus Spaniards are too proud of a viilory, which

aliis. See the truth in Eginhard (c. 9. p. 51 hiflory afcribes to the GafconSj and romance-

—56.), and the fable in an ingenious Supple- to the Sare':ens.

laws
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laws and the cliarafter of the Franks ; and his attempts, however chap.
feehle and imperfed, are deferving of praife : the inveterate evils of >._

-', - 1^

the times were fufpended or mollified by his government
'°°

; but in

his inititutions I can feldom difcover the general views and the im-

mortal fpirit of a legiflator, who furvives himfelf for the benefit of

poilerity. The union and ftability of his empire depended on the

life of a fingle man : he imitated the dangerous pradice of dividing

his kingdoms among his fons ; and, after his numerous diets, the

whole conftitution was left to fluftuate between the diforders of anarchy

and defpotifm. His efteem for the piety and knowledge of the

clergy tempted him to entruft that afpiring order with temporal do-

minion and civil jurifdidtion ; and his fon Lewis, when he was

ftripped and degraded. by the bifhops, might accufe, in fome meafure,

the imprudence of his father. His laws enforced the impofition of

tythes, becaufe the dazmons had proclaimed in the air that the default

of payment had been the caufe of the laft fcarcity "°'. The literary

merits of Charlemagne are attefted by the foundation of fchools, the

introdu(3:ion of arts, the works which were publiflied in his name,

and his familiar connexion \vith the fubjeds and ftrangers whom he

invited to his court to educate both the prince and people. His own

ftudies were tardy, laborious, and imperfedl ; if he ipoke Latin, and

underftood Greek, he derived the rudiments of knowledge from

converfation, rather than from books ; and, in his mature age, the

emperor ftrove to acquire the pra6lice of writing, which every pea-

100 Ygj Schmidt, from the beft auAorities, tionis auditas. Such is the decree and afler-

reprefents the interior diforders and oppreiTion tion of the great Council of Franckfort (ca-

of his reign (Hill, des Allemands, torn. ii. non xxv. torn. ix. p. 105.)• Both Selden

p. 45—49•)• (HilL of Tythes ; Works, vol. iii. part ii,

"" Omnis homo ex- fua proprietate legiti- p. 1146.) and Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix,
mam decimam ad ecclefiam conferat. Ex- ].. c. 12.) reprefent Charlemagne as the
perimento enim didicimus, in anno, quo ilia firft legal author of tythes. Such obligations
valida fames irrepfit, ebullire vacuas annonas have country gentlemen to his memory !

a daimonibus devoratas, et voces exproba-

T 2 fant



14© THE DECLINE AND FALL

faut now learns in his infancy '". The grammar and logic, the

mufic and aftrcnomy, of the times, were only cultivated as the hand-

maids of fuperilltion ; but the curiofity of the human mind muft

ultimately tend to its improvement, and tlie encouragement of learn-

ing reflefts the pureft and moft pleafmg luftre on the charader of

Charlemagne '°\ The dignity of his perfon "*, the length of his

reign, the profperity of his arms, the vigour of his government, and

the reverence of diftant nations, diftinguiih him from the royal

crowd J
and Europe dates a new xra from his reftoration of the

Weftern empire.

Extent of his That empire was not unworthy of its title'"'; and fome of the

FHn'ce,*" faireft kingdoms of Europe were the patrimony or conqueft of a

prince, who reigned at the fame time in France, Spain, Italy, Ger-

many, and Hungary "". I. The Roman province of Gaul had been

transformed into the name and monarchy of France ; but, in the

decay of the Merovingian line, its limits were contradted by the in-

dependence of the Britons and the revolt of Aqii'itain, Charlemagne

'°* Eginhard (c. 2;. p. 119.) clearly af- devoured a goofe, two fowls, quarter of

firms, tentabat et fcribere . . . . fed parum miitton, &c.

profpere fuccefCt labor prxpoilerus et fero '"^ See the concife, but correft and origi-

jnchoatus. The moderns have perverted and nr.l, work of d'Anville (Etats formes en

corrcdled this obvious meaning, and the title Europe ap.es la Chute de I'Empire Romain

of M. Gaiilard's Diflertation (torn. iii. p. 247 en Occident, Paris, 1771, in 4"), whofe map

260.) betrays his partiality. includes the empire of Charlemagne; the dif-

"^ See Gaillard, torn. iii. p. 138 — 176. fcrent parts are illuftrated, by Valefius (No-

and Schmidt, torn. ii. p. 121— 129. titia Galliarum) for France, Beretti (DiiTcr-

'°* M. Gaillard (torn. iii. p. 372.) fixes tatio Chorographica) for Italy, De Marca

the true llaiure of Charlemagne (fee a Dif- (Marca Hifpanica) for Spain. For the

fertation of Marquard Freher ad calcem E- middle geography of Germany, I confefs

ginhart. p. 220, &c.) at five feet nine inches myfelf poor and deftitute.

of French, about fix feet one inch and a '"* After a brief relation of his wars and

fourth Englilh, mcafiare. The romance conquelh (Vit. Carol, c. 5— 14.), Eginhard

writers have increafed it to eight feet, and recnpitulates, in a itfi words (c. 15.), the

the giant was endowed with matchlcfs countries fubjeft to his empire. Siruvi.is

ftrengih and appetite: at a fingle ftroke cf (Corpus Hill. German, p. 118— 149-) h.Ts

his good fword Joyeuje, he cut afunder an inferted in his Notes the te.\ts of the old

Lorfeman and his horfe ; at a finglerepall he Chronicles,

5 purfued,
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purfued, and confined, the Britons on the iliores of the ocean
; and

that ferocious tribe, whofe origin and language are fo different from

the French, was chaftifed by the impofition of tribute, hoftages, and

peace. After a long and evafive conteft, the rebellion of the dukes

of Aquitain was puniihed bj the forfeiture of their province, their

liberty, and their lives. Harih and rigorous would have been fuch

treatment of ambitious governors, who had too faithfully copied the

mayors of the palace. But a recent difcovery "" has proved that

thefe unhappy princes were the laft and lawful heirs of the blood

and fceptre of Clovis, a younger branch, from the brother of Dago-

bert, of the Merovingian houfe. Their ancient kingdom was re^ 1

duced to the dutchy of Gafcogne, to the counties of Fefenzac and

Armagnac, at the foot of the Pyrenees : their race was propagated

till the beginning of the fixteenth century ; and, after furviving their

Carlovingian tyrants, they were referved to feel the injuftice, or the

favours, of a third dynafty. By the re-union of Aquitain, France

was enlarged to its prefent boundaries, with the additions of the

Netherlands and Spain, as far as the Rhine. II. The Saracens had Spalo,

been expelled from France by the grandfather and father of Charle-

magne ; but they ftill poiTeifed the greateft part of Spain, from the

rock of Gibraltar to the Pyrenees. Amidft their civil divifions, an

Arabian emir of SaragoiTa implored his protedion in the diet of

Paderborn. Charlemagne undertook the expedition, reftored the

emir, and, without diftindion of faith, impartially cruihed the re-

fiilance of the Chriftians, and rewarded the obedience and fervice of

the Mahometans. In his abfence he inftituted the Spanijl) march '"',

which
""'• Of a charter granted to the monaftery lard (tom.ii. p. 60— 8i. 203—206.), who

of Alaon (A. D. 845) by Charles the Bald, affirms, that the family of Montefquiou (not

which deduces this royal pedigree. I doubt of the prefident de Montefquieu) is defcend-
whether fomc fubfequent links of the ix"» ed, in the female line, from Clotaire ?nd
and x'*" centuries are equally firm ; yet the Clovis— an innocent pretenfion !

whole is approved and defended by M. Gail- •"* The governors or counts of the Spaniih

marcli
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^^ Inch extended from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro : Barcelona was

the rcfidcnce of the French governor : he poiTeired the counties of

Roiiftllon and Catcilonia ; and the infant kingdoms of Navarre and

Italy, Arragon were fubjed to his jurifdidion. III. As king of the Lom-

bards, and patrician of Rome, he reigned over the greatefl: part of

Italy '"', a traiH: of a thoufand miles from the Alps to the borders

of Calabria. The dutchy of Beneventum, a Lombard fief, had

ipread, at the expence of the Greeks, over the modern kingdom of

Naples. But Arrechis, the reigning duke, refufed to be included in

the flavery of his country ; aflumed the independent title of prince
j

and oppofed his fword to the Carlovingian monarchy. His defence

was firm, his fubmiiTion was not inglorious, ajid the emperor was

content with an eafy tribute, the demolition of his fortreiTes, and the

acknowledgment, on his coins, of a fupreme lord. The artful flat-

tery of his fon Grimoald added the appellation of father, but he af-

ferted his dignity with prudence, and Beneventum infenfibly efcaped

Germany, from the French yoke "°. IV. Charlemagne was the firft who united

Germany under the fame fceptre. The name of Oriental France

is preferved in the the circle oi Franconia; and the people of Hejfedina

Thuringia were recently incorporated with the vidlors, by the con-

formity of religion and government. The Alemann'i^ fo formidable

to the Romans, were the faithful vaflals and confederates of the

Franks ; and their country was infcribed within the modern limits

of Alface^ Swabia^ and Swil-zcrhnid. The Bavarians, with a fimilar

indulgence of their laws and manners, were lefs patient of a mailer :

march revolted from Charles the Simple about minirtration des Finances, torn. i. p. Z78,

the year 900; and a poor pittance, the Rou- 279.); more people, perhaps, and doubtlefs

fillon, has been recovered in 1642 by the more money, than the march of Charlemagne,

kings of France (Longuerue, Defcription de '"' Schmidt, Hill, dcs Allemands, torn. ii.

la France, torn. i. p. 220

—

222.). Vet the p. 200, &;c.

Roufillon contains 188,900 fubjeils, and an- "° See Giannone, torn. i. p. 374, 375.

nu&Ily pays 2,600,003 livres (Nccker, Ad- and the Annals of AJuratori.

2 the
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the repeated treafon,s of Tafillo juftlfied the abohtlon of then• here- C A F.

ditary dukes ; and their power was ihared among the counts, who < y-.'-j

judged and guarded that important frontier. But the north of Ger-

many, from the Rhine and beyond the Elbe, was ftill hoftile and

Pagan ; nor was it till after a war of thirty-three years that the

Saxons bowed under the yoke of Chrift and of Charlemagne. The

idols and their votaries were extirpated : the foundation of eight

biilioprics, of Munfter, Ofnaburgh, Paderborn, and Minden, of Bre-

men, Verden, Hildefheim, and Halberftadt, define, on either fide of

the Wefer, the bounds of ancient Saxony; thefe epifcopal feats were

the firft fchools and cities of that favage land ; and the religion and

humanity of the children atoned, in fome degree, for the maifacre

of the parents. Beyond the Elbe, the S/avi, or Sclavonians, of fimi-

}ar manners and various denominations, overfpread the modern do-

minions of Pruffia, Poland, and Bohemia, and fome tranfient marks

of obedience have tempted the French hiftorian to extend the empire

to the Baltic and the Viftula. The conqueft or converfion of thofe

countries is of a more recent age ; but the firft union of Boheinia

^vith . the Germanic body may be juftly afcribed to the arms of

Charlemagne. V. He retaliated on the Avar?, or Huns of Pan- Hungary,.

nonia, the fame calamities which they had infliited on the nations.

Their rings, the wooden fortifications which encircled their difi;ri(its

and villages, were broken down by the triple eftbrt of a French army,

that was poured into their country by land and water, through the

Carpathian mountains and along the plain of the Danube. After

a bloody confiidl of eight years, the lofs of fome French generals was

avenged by the flaughter of the moft noble Pluns : the relics of the

nation lubmitted : the royal refidence of the chagan was left defolate

and unkiiovvn ; and the treafures, the rapine of two hundred and fifty

years, enriched the victorious troops, or decorated the churches of

Italy
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C A
XLIX,

His neigh-

bours and

P• Italy and Gaul'". After the redudioa of Pannonia, the empire of

^ Charlemagne was bounded only by the conflux of the Danube with

the Teyfs and the Save : the provinces of irtria, Liburnla, and

Dalmatia, were an cafy, though unprofitable, acceflion ; and it was

an effeCt of his moderation, that he left the maritime cities under

the real or nominal fovercignty of the Greeks. But thefe dillant

pofleffions added more to the reputation than to the power of the

Latin emperor ; nor did he riik any ecclefiaftical foundations to re-

claim the Barbarians from their vagrant life and idolatrous worfliip.

Some canals of communication between the rivers, the Saone and

the Meufe, the Rhine and the Danube, were faintly attempted'".

Their execution would have vivified the empire; and more coil and

labour were often wafted in the flrudture of a cathedral.

If we retrace the outlines of this geographical pidure, it w^ill be

feen that the empire of the Franks extended, between eaft and weft,

from the Ebro to the Elbe or Viftula ; between the north and fouth,

from the dutchy of Beneventum to the river Eyder, the perpetual

boundary of Germany and Denmark. The perfonal and political

importance of Charlemagne was magnified by the diftrefs and divi-

fion of the reft of Europe. The iflands of Great Britain and Ireland

were difputed by a crowd of princes of Saxon or Scottiih origin
;

and, after the lofs of Spain, the Chriftian and Gothic kingdom of

Alphonfo the chafte, was confined to the narrow range of the

'" Quot prxlia in eo geila ! quantum fan-

gninis elfufum fit ! Teftatur vacua omni ha-

bitatione Pannonia, ec locus in quo regia

Cagani fuit ita defertus, ut ne veiligium qui-

dem humans habitationis appareac. Tota

in hoc bello Hunnorum nobilitas periit, tota

gloria decidit, omnis pecunia et congeili ex

longo tempore thefauri direpti funt.

'" The junclion of the Rhine and Da-

nube was undertaken only for the fervice of

the Pannonian war (Gaillard, Vie de Charle-

magne, torn. ii. p. 31Z—315.)• The canal,

which would have been only two leagues in

length, and of which fome traces are ftill ex-

tant in Swabia, was interrupted by excelBvc

rains, military avocations, and fupcrftitious

fears (Sch.-epfiin, Hill, de I'Academie des In-

fcriptions, torn, xviii. p. 256. Moliniina flu-

viorum, arc. jungendorum, p. 59—62.).

Afturian
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Afturlan mountains. Thefe petty foverelgns revered the power oi- chap.
virtue of the Carlovingian monarch, implored the honour and fup- ». / V—

y

port of his alliance, and ilyled him their common parent, the fole

and fupreme emperor of the Weft'". He maintained a more equal

intercourfe with the caliph Harun al Rafhid "*, whole dominion

ftretched from Africa to India, and accepted from his ambafiadorf.

a tent, a water-clock, an elephant, and the keys of the holy ie-

pulchre. It is not eafy to conceive the private friendihip of a Frank

and an Arab, who were ftrangers to each other's perfon, and language,

and religion ; but their public correfpondence was founded on va-

nity, and their remote fituation left no room for a competition of

intereft. Two-thirds of the AVeftern empire of Rome were fub-

jedt to Charlemagne, and the deficiency was amply fupplied by his

command of the inacceffible or invincible nations of Germany. But

in the choice of his enemies, we may be reafonably furprifed that he

fo often preferred the poverty of the north to the riches of the fouth.

The three-and-thirty campaigns laborioufly confumed in the woods

and moraffes of Germany, would have fufnced to aflert the ampli-

tude of his title by the expulfion of the Greeks from Italy and the

Saracens from Spain. The weaknefs of the Greeks v^rould have en-

fured an eafy vidory : and the holy crufade againft the Saracens

would have been prompted by glory and revenge, and loudly jufti-

fied by religion and policy. Perhaps, in his expeditions beyond the

Rhine and the Elbe, he afpired to fave his monarchy from the fate

of the Roman empire, to difarm the enemies of civilized fociety, and

to eradicate the feed of future emigrations. But it has been wifely

'" Sse Eginhard, c. i6. and Gaiilard, would have adorned our Englilh hiftories.

torn. ii. p. 361—385. who mentions, with a "* The correfpondence is mentioned only

loofe reference, the intercourfe of Charle- in the French anna!?, and the Orientals are

magne and Egbert, the emperor's gift of his ignorant of the caliph's friendihip for the

own fword, and the modeil anfwer of his Chriflian dog—a polite appellation, which Ha-
Saxon difciple. The anecdote, if genuine, run bellows on the emperor of the Greeks.

Vol. V. U obferved.
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CHAP, oblerved, that in a light of precaution, all conqueil mufl be inefTec-'

s. , ' tual, unlels it could be univerfal ; firice the encreafing circle muil

be involved in a larger fphere of hoftility'". The fubjugation of

Germany withdrew the veil which had fo long concealed the conti-

nent or iflands of Scandinavia from the knowledge of Europe, and

awakened the torpid courage of their barbarous natives. The herceft

of the Saxon idolaters cfcaped from the Chriftian tyrant to their bre-

thren of the north; the Ocean and Mediterranean were covered with

their pyratical fleets ; and Charlemagne beheld with a figh the de-

ilrudive progrefs of the Normans, who, in lefs than fcventy years,

precipitated the fall of his race and monarchy.

His fuccef- Had the pope and the Romans revived the primitive conftitution,

^°"a. D. the titles of emperor and Auguftus were conferred on Charlemagne

814-887 in
£^^ ji^g ^gj.j^ Q^ j^-jg }-j-£ . aj^d jiis fucceiTors, on each vacancy, muil

Italy J 9' ^ ^^

Germany ; i^^yQ afccndcd the throuc by a formal or tacit eledion. But the af-

franee. fociation of his fon Lewis the Pious afferts the independent right of

monarchy and conqueft, and the emperor feems on this occafion to

have forefeen and prevented the latent claims of the clergy. The

A. D. 8n. royal youth was commanded to take the crown from the altar, and

with his own hands to place it on his head, as a gift which he held

from God, his father, and the nation "*. The fame ceremony was

repeated, though with lefs energy, in the fubfequent ailbciations of

Lothaire and Lewis the fecond ; the Carlovingian fceptre was tranf-

mitted from father to fon in a lineal defcent of four generations j

and the ambition of the popes was reduced to the empty honour of

•" Gaillard, torn. ii. p. 361—365. 471

—

nellly tranfcribed it (A. D. 813, N° 13, &c.

476.492. 1 have borrowed his judicious re- See Gaillard, torn. ii. p. 506, 507, 508.)»

marks on Charlemagne's plan of conqueft, howfoever adverfe to the claims of the popes,

and the judicious diftinition of his enemies For the feries of the Carlovingians, fee the

of the fiift and the fecond enceinte (torn. ii. hlilorians of France, Italy, and Germany;

p. 184. 509, &c.). Pftffel, Schmidt, Velly, Muratori, and even

*" Thegan, the biographer of Lewis, re- Voltaire, whofe piilures are fometimes juft,

Jatcs this coronation J and Baronius hat ho- and always pleafing.

crowning
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«crowning and anointing thefe hereditary princes who were already

invefted with their power and dominions. The pious Lewis fur-

vived his brothers, and embraced the whole empire of Charlemagne;

but the nations and the nobles, his biihops and his children,

quickly difcerned that this mighty mafs was no longer infpired by

the fame foul ; and the foundations were undermined to the centre,

while the external furface was yet fair and entire. After a war, or

battle, which confumed one hundred thoufand Franks, the empire

was divided by treaty between his three fons, who had violated every

filial and fraternal duty. The kingdoms of Germany and France Lothaire i.

were for ever feparated ; the provinces of Gaul, between the Rhone 840—8-6.

and the Alps, the Meufe and the Rhine, were affigned, with Italy, to

the Imperial dignity of Lothaire. In the partition of his ihare, Lor-

raine and Aries, two recent and tranfitory kingdoms, were beftowed

on the younger children ; and Lewis the fecond, his eldeft fon, was Lewis ,
•content with the realm of Italy, the proper and fufficient patrimony of 856—875»

a Roman emperor. On his death without any male ilTue, the va-

cant throne was difputed by his uncles and coufins, and the popes

moft dextrouily feized the occafion of judging the claims and merits

of the candidates, and of beftowing on the moft obfequious or moft

liberal, the Imperial office of advocate of the Roman church. The

dregs of the Carlovingian race no longer exhibited any fymptoms

lof virtue or power, and the ridiculous epithets of the bald^ the

Jlammerer^ U\efat, and i\\e.jQmpJe, diftingulflied the tame and uniform

features of a crowd of kings alike deferving of oblivion. By the

failure of the collateral branches, the whole inheritance devolved to

Charles the Fat, the laft emperor of his family : his infanity autho- Diviilon of

rifed the defertion of Germany, Italy, and France: he was depofed !"'888.*

in a diet, and folicited his daily bread from the rebels, by whofe

contempt his Ufe and hberty had been fpared. According to the

meafure of their force, the governors, the bifliops, and the lords,

U 2 ufurped
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CHAP, ufurped the fragments of the falling empire ; and fome preference

« ^ ' was ihewn to the female or illegitimate blood of Charlemagne. Of

the greater part, the title and pofleiTion were alike doubtful, and

the merit was adequate to the contradted fcale of their dominions.

Thofe who could appear with an army at the gates of Rome were

crowned emperors in the Vatican ; but their modefty was more fre-

quently fatisfied with the appellation of kings of Italy : and the

whole term of feventy-four years may be deemed a vacancy, from

the abdication of Charles the Fat to the eftabliihment of Otho the firft.

Oiho king of Otho'" was of the noble race of the dukes of Saxony ; and if he
Germany rt- ' '

itoresandap- truly defcended from Vitikind, the adverfary and profelyte of
propriatesthe

_ _

'

the Weftern Charlemagne, the pofterity of a vanquiil^ed people was exalted to

'.. 062. reign over their conquerors. His father Henry the Fowler was

eleded, by the fufFrage of the nation, to fave and inftitute the king-

dom of Germany. Its limits"^ were enlarged on every fide by his

fon, the nrft and greateft of the Othos. A portion of Gaul to

the weft of the Rhine, along the banks of the Meuie and the

Mofelle, was affigned to the Germans, by whofe blood and lan-

guage it has been tinged fmce the time of Caefar and Tacitus.

Between the Rhine, the Rhone, and the Alps, the fuccefibrs of

Otho acquired a vain fupremacy over the broken kingdoms of Bur-

gundy and Aries. In the north, Chriftianity was propagated by the

fword of Otho, the conqueror and apoftle of the Slavic nations of

the Elbe and Oder : the marches of Brandenburg and Slefwick were

"' He was the fon of Otho, the fon of Gundling (in Henrico Aucupe) is not fatif-

Ludolph, in whofe favour the dutchy of Sax- £ed of his defcent from Witikind.

ony had been inftiiuted, A. D. 8^8. Ruot- "* See the treaiife of Conringius (de Fi-

gerus, the biographer of a St. Bruno (Bibliot. nibus Imperii Germanici, Francofurt. i68o,

Bunavianx Catalog, torn. iii. vol. ii. p. 679.). in 4'°) : he rcjefls the extravagant and im-
gives a fplendid charailer of his family. .\ta- proper fcale of the Roman and Carlovingiari

vorum atavi ufque ad hominum mcmoriam empires, and difcuifes with moderation tlie

omncs nobililTinii; nullus in corum ilirpe igno- rights of Germany, her vaflais, and her

tiis nullus degener facile rcpcritur (spud Siru- neighbours,

vium, Corp. Uift. German, p. 210.). Yet

<i • fortified
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fortified with German colonies ; and the king of Denmark, the C A P.

XLIX
dukes of Poland and Bohemia, confefled themfelves his tributary >_ .- _^

vaflals. At the head of a victorious army, he paiTed the Alps, fub-

dued the kingdom of Italy, delivered the pope, and for ever fixed

the Imperial crown in the name and nation of Germany. From

that memorable ^cra, two maxims of public jurifprudence were in-

troduced by force and ratified by time. I. 'That the prince, who was

eledted in the German diet, acquired from that inftant the fubjeft

kingdoms of Italy and Rome. II. But that he might not legally

aiTume the titles of emperor and Auguilus, till he had received the

crown from the hands of the Roman pontiff"'.

The Imperial dignity of Charlemagne was announced to the EafI: Tranfaaions
^

. . ... of the Wed-
by the alteration of his ftyle ; and inftead of fainting his fathers, the em and Eaft-

Greek emperors, he prefumed to adopt the more equal and fami-

liar appellation of brother "'°. Perhaps in his connexion with Irene

he afpired to the name of hufband : his embafly to Conftantinople

fpoke the language of peace and friendihip, and might conceal a

treaty of marriage with that ambitious princefs, who had renounced

the moft facred duties of a mother. The nature, the duration, the

probable confequences of fuch an union between two diilant and

diiTonant empires, it is impoffible to conjedure ; but the unanimous

filence of the Latins may teach us to fufpeft, that the report was in-

vented by the enemies of Irene, to charge her with the guili: of be-

traying the church and ftate to the ilrangers of the Weft '^'. The

French

"'The power of cuftom forces me to tulitpatientia.vicitqueeorumcontiimaciam . .

.

number Conrad I. and Henry I. the Fowler, mittendo ad eos crebras legationes, et in epif-

in the lift of emperors, a title which was tolis fratres eob appellando. Eginhard, c. 28.

oever aiTumcd by thofe kings of Germany, p. 128.). Perhaps it was on their account

The Italians, Muratori for inftance, are more that, like Auguftus, he afteCted fome reluc-

fcmpulous and correil, and onlyreckon the tance to receive the empire,

princes who have been crowned at Rome. '" Theophanes fpeaks of the coronatioo

"° Invidiam tamen fufcepti nominis (C. P. and undlicn of Charles, ,-»/5? (Chroiio-

imperatoribus fuper hoc indignantibus magna graph, p. 399 ), and of his treaty of mar-

riapf!
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French ambafladors were the fpedators, and had nearly been tlia

vidlims, of the confph-acy of Nicephorus, and the national hatred.

Conftantinople was exafperated by the treafon and facrilege of an-

cient Rome: a proverb, " That the Franks were good friends and

" bad neighbours," was in every one's mouth ; but it was danger-

ous to provoke a neighbour who might be tempted to reiterate, iu

the church of St. Sophia, the ceremony of his Imperial corona-

tion. After a tedious journey of circuit and delay, the ambafla-

dors of Nicephorus found him in his camp, on the banks of the

river Sala ; and Charlemagne affeded to confound their vanity by

difplaying, in a Franconian village, the pomp, or at leaft the pride, of

the Byzantine palace '". The Greeks were fucceflively led through

four halls of audience : in the firft they were ready to fall proftrate

before a fplendid perfonage in a chair of ftate, till he informed them

that he was only a fervant, the confl:able, or mafter of the horfe of

the emperor. The fame miftake, and the fame anfvver, were re-

peated in the apartments of the count palatine, the ileward, and the

chamberlain ; and their impatience was gradually heightened, till the

doors of the prefence-chamber were thrown open, and they beheld

the genuine monarch, on lus throne, enriched with the foreign luxury

which he defpifed, and encircled with the love and reverence of his

vldorious chiefs. A treaty of peace and alliance was concluded be-

tween the two empires, and the limits of the Eaft and AVeft Avere

defmcd by the right of prefent pofleflion. But the Greeks'"'' foon

rlage with Irene (p. 402.), which is unknown "' Compare, in the original texts colleil-

to the Latins. Giillard relates his tranfac- ed by Pagi (torn. iii. . D. 812, N° 7. .. D.

tions «ith the Greek empire (torn. ii. p. -j.fu S24, N" 10, Sec), the contrail of Charle-

—^.). magne anJ his fon : to the former the am-
"* Gaillard very properly obferves, that bafladors of Michael (who were indeed dif-

this pageant was a farce fuitable to childien avowed) more fuo, id eft lingua Grx-ca

only; but that it was indeed rcprefented in laudes dixerunt, imperatorem eum et•»
the prefence, and for the benefit, of children appellantes; to the latter, /V<iW impcratori

,of a laroer growth. Francorum, &c.

forgot
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1

forcot this humiliatniir equalitv, or remembered Ir only to hate the CHAP.
XLIX.

Barbarians by whom it was extorted. During the fhort union of •. -,-._/

virtue and power, they refpedfully fahited the au^///} Charlemagne

with the acclamations of bafilcus, and emperor of the Romans. As

foon as thefe qualities were feparated in the perfon of his pious fon,

the Byzantine letters were infcrlbed, " To the king, or, as he ftyles

" himfelf, the emperor of the Franks and Lombards." When both

power and virtue were extinit, they defpoiled Lewis the fecond of

his hereditary title, and, with the barbarous appellation of rex or rcga^

degraded him among the crowd of Latin princes. His reply '^*
is

expreffive of his weaknefs : he proves, with feme learning, that, both

in facred and profane hiftory, the name of king is fynonymous with

the Greek word bafilcus : if, at Conilantinople, it were aifumed in a

more excluilve and imperial fenfe, he claims from his anceftors, and

from the pope, a juft participation of the honours of the Roman
purple. The fame con'troverfy was revived in the reign of the

Othos ; and their ambaflador defcribes, in lively colours, the in-

folence of the Byzantine court "^ The Greeks affedled to defpife

the poverty and ignorance of the Franks and Saxons ; and in their

laft decline, refufed to proilitute to the kings of Germany the title of

Roman emperors.

Thefe emperors, in the eleition of the popes, continued to exer- Authority of

cife the powers which had been aflumed by the Gothic and Grecian !!*,
'"'!"°"

* ^ in tne elec-

princes ; and the importance of this prerogative encreafed with the ''°"^ °^ '^®

"* See the epiftle, in Paralipomena, of the in Legat. in Script. Ital. torn. ii. parsi.
anonymous writer of Salerno (Script. Ital. p. 479 ). The pope had exhorted Nicepho-
tom.ii. pars ii. p. 243-254. c. 93— 107.), rus, emperor of the Greeh, to make pesce
whom Baronius (A. D. 871, N" 51—71.) with Otho, the auguft emperor of the Ra-
piiilook for Erchempert, when he tranfcribed „i^,is—qax infcriptio fecundum Grxcos pec-
K in his Annals. catria et temeraria . . . . imperatorem inqui-

"5 Ipfe enim vos, non imperatorem, id elt unt, univcrfalan, Romancrum, Augufium, mag-
Bar^ia Aia lingua, iti. ob indignationem n«»z, /c/«ot, Nicephoruro (p. 486.J.
Pnya, id eft regem noftra vocabat (Liutprand,

7 temporal
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CHAP, temporal eftate and fpir'itual jurifdidion of the Roman churcli.

the Chriftian ariftocracy, the principal members of the clergy fclll

formed a fcnate to afilfl: the adminiftration, and to fupply the vacancy,

of the billiop. Rome was divided into twenty-eight pariihes, and

each pariih was governed by a carclinal-prieft, or prefbyter, a title

which, however common and modeft in its origin, has afpired to

emulate the purple of kings. Their number was enlarged by the

.ifibciation of the feven deacons of the moft confiderable hofpitals,

the feven palatine judges of the Lateran, and fome dignitaries of the

church. This ecclellailical fenate was diredled by the feven cardinal-

bifhops of the Roman province, who were lefs occupied in the

fuburb diocefes of Oilia, Porto, VelitnT, Tufculum, Prncnefle, Tibur,

and the Sabines, than by their weekly fervice in the Lateran, and

their fuperior fliare in the honours and authority of the apoRolic fee.

On the death of the pope, thefe bifliops recommended a fucceflbr

to the fufFrage of the college of cardinals "", and their choice was

ratified or rejcdcd by the applaufc or clamour of the Roman people.

But the eledion was imperfed ; nor could the pontiiF be legally

confecrated till the emperor, the advocate of the church, had gra-

ciouily fignificd his approbation and confent. The royal commif-

fioncr examined, on the fpot, the form and freedom of the pro-

ceedings ; nor was it, till after a previous fcrutiny into the qualifica-

tions of the candidates, that he accepted an oath of fidelity, and con-

firmed the donations which had fucceifively enriched the patrimony

of St. Peter. In the frequent fchifms, the rival claims were fubmit-

ted to the fentence of the emperor ; and in a fynod of biihops he

prefumcd to judge, to condemn, and to puniih, the crimes of a

"* The origin and progrefs of the title of ihcim (Inftitut. Hilt. Ecclef. p. 345—347.),

cardinal maybe found in Thomaflin (Difci- who accurately remarks tiie forms and changes

pline de rEglife, torn. i. p. 1261

—

129H.), of the eleftion. The cardinal-bifhops, fo

Muraiori (Antiquitat. Italix Medii yEvi, highly exalted hy Peter Damianus, are furk

tora. vi. diflcrt. Ixi. p. 159— 1S2.), and Mo- to a level with the reft of the facrcd collcgr.

guilty
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guilty pontiff. Otho the firft impofed a treaty on the fenate and CHAP,
people, who engaged to prefer the candidate moil acceptable to his > — - j

majeily '"
: his fucceffors anticipated or prevented their choice

:

they beftowed the Roman benefice, like the biihoprics of Cologne

or Bamberg, on their chancellors or preceptors ; and whatever might

be the merit of a Frank or Saxon, his name fufficiently attefts the

interpofition of foreign power. Thefe a£ls of prerogative w^ere moil

fpeciouily excufed by the vices of a popular eledion. The competitor

who had been excluded by the cardinals, appealed to the paffions or

avarice of the multitude : the Vatican an the Lateran were ftained

with blood ; and the moil powerful fenators, the marquiiTes of Tuf-

cany and the counts of Tufculum, held the apoilolic fee in a long

and difgraceful fervitude. The Roman pontifls, of the ninth and Diforders.

tenth centuries, were infulted, imprifoned, and murdered, by their

tyrants ; and fuch was their indigence after the lofs and ufurpation

of the ecclefiaftical patrimonies, that they could neither fupport the

ilate of a prince nor exercife the charity of a prieil '". The in-

fluence of two fifter proilitutes, Marozia, and Theodora, was founded

on their wealth and beauty, their political and amorous intrigues :

the moft ilrenuous of their lovers were rewarded with the Ro-

man mitre, and their reign "' may have fuggefted to the darker

ages

"' Firmiter jurantes, nunquam fe papam '^' The opprefllon and vices of the Roman
elefluros aut ordinaturos,, confenfum church in the .\='' century are ftrongly painted

ct eleclionem Othonis et filii fui (Liutprand, in the hiltory and legation of Liutprand (fee

L vi. c. 6. p. 472•)• This important con- p. 440. 450. 471— 476. 479, &c.) ; and it is

ceflion may cither fuppiy or confirm the de- whimfical enough to obferve Muratori tem-

cree of the clergy and people of Rome, fo pering the inviiftives of Baronius againll the

fiercely rejeiled by Baronius, Pagi, and N4u- popes. But thefe popes had been chofen, not

ratori (A. D. 964), and fo well defended and by the cardinals, but by lay-patrons,

explained by St. Marc (Abrege, torn. ii. "-9 The time of pope Joan (papijajoan.
p. 80S—816. torn. iv. p. 1167— 1185.). aa; is placed foraewhat earlier than fheodo-
Confult that hiftorical critic, and the Annals ra or Marozia ; and the two years of her
of Muratori, for the ekaion and confirma- imaginary reign are forcibly inferted be-
tion of each pope. tween Leo IV. and Benedia JII. But the

Vol. V. X contem-
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ages"° the fable "" of a female pope "\ The baftard fon, the grand-

fon and the great-grandfon of Marozia, a rare genealogy, were feated

in the chair of St. Peter, and it was at the age of nineteen years that

the fecond of thefe became the head of the Latin church. His youth

and manhood were of a fuitable complexion ; and the nations of

pilgrims could bear teilimony to the charges that were urged againft

him in a Roman fynod, and in the prefence of OtHo the great. As

John . had renounced the drefs and decencies of his profeffion,

the fold'icr may not perhaps be diflionoured by the wine which he

drank, the blood that he fpilt, the flames that he kindled, or the li-

centious purfuits of gaming and hunting. His open fimony might

be the confequence of diftrcfs : and his blafphemous invocation of

Jupiter and Venus, if it be true, could not poflibly be ferious. But

we read with fome furprife, that the worthy grandfon of Marozia

lived in public adultery with the matrons of Rome ; that the Lateran

contemporary Anaftafius indiiToIubly links the '^' As fal/e, it deferves that name ; but I

dealh of Leo and the elevation of Benedidl would not pronounce it incredible. Suppofe

(illico, mox, p. 247.) ; and the accurate chro- a famous French chevalier of our own times

nology of Pagi, Muratori, and Leibnitz, fixes to have been born in Italy, and educated in

both events to the year 857. the church, inftead of the army : Ijtr merit or

'3" The advocates for pope Joan produce fortune might have raiicd her to St. Peter's

one hundred and fifty wittiefles, or rather chair; her amours would have been natural ;

echoes, of the xiv"", xv"", and xvi'•" centu- her delivery in the ftrects unlucky, but not

ries. They bear teftimony againft them- improbable.

felves and the legend, by multiplying the '3* Till the reformation, the tale was re-

proof that fo curious a ftory mufl have been peated and believed without offence ; and

repeated by writers of every defcripiion to Joan's female ftatue long occupied her place

whom it was known. On thofe of the ix"" among the popes in the cathedral of Sienna

and x"" centuries, the recent event would (Pagi, Critic.i, torn. iii. p. 624— 626.). She

have flatbed with a double force. Would has been annihilated by two learned proteft-

Photius have fpared fuch a reproach ? Could ants,Blondel and Bnyle (Dii\ionaire Critiijue,

Liutprand have milTed fuch fcandal .? Jt is Papesse, Polon us, Blondel) ; but their

fcarccly woith while to difcufs the various brethren were fcandalifed by this equitable

readings of Martinus Polonus, Sigebert of and generous criticifm. Spanheim and Len-

Gemblours, or even Marianus Scotus ; but fant attempt to fave this poor engine of con-

a moft palpable forgery is the paiTage of troverfy ; and even Mofheim condefccnds to

pope Joan, which has been foilled into fome chcriih fome doubt and fufpicion (p. 289.).

MSS. and editions of the Roman Anaftafius.

palace
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palace was turned into a fchool for proftitution, and that his rapes CHAP,
of virgins and widows had deterred the female pilgrims from vifiting ^_ -- j

the tomb of St. Peter, left, in the devout ad', they ihould be vio-

lated by his fucceflbr'". The proteftants have dwelt with malicious

pleafure on thefe characters of anti-chrift ; but to a philofophic eye,

the vices of the clergy are far lefs dangerous than their virtues.

After a long feries of fcandal, the apoftolic fee was reformed and Reformation

r - TTiT "-' • •
and claims of

exalted bv the aufterity and zeal of Gregory VII. That ambitious the church,

. A. D. 107?

monk devoted his life to the execution of two projedls. I. To fix &c.

in the college of cardinals the freedom and independence of eledion,

and for ever to aboliih the right or ufurpation of the emperors and

the Roman people. . To beftow and refume the Weftern empire

as a fief or benefice '^* of the church, and to extend his temporal

dominion over the kings and kingdoms of the earth. After a con-

teft of fifty years, the firft of thefe defigns was accompliihed by the

firm fupport of the ecclefiailical order, whofe liberty was connected

with that of their chief. But the fecond attempt, though it was

crowned with fome partial and apparent fuccefs, has been vigoroufly

refifted by the fecular povsrer, and finally extinguiihed by the im-

provement of human reafon.

In the revival of the empire of Rome, neither the biihop nor the Authority of

people could beftow on Charlemagne or Otho, the provinces which ;„ Rome,

were loft, as they had been won, by the chance of arms. But the

'" Lateranenfepalatium . . . . profiibulum vocation is the ietieficium (Ducange, torn. i.

meretricum Teftis omnium gentium, p. 617, &c.) which the pope conferred on the

praeterquam Romanorum, abfentia mulierum, emperor Frederic I. fince the Latin word may
qux fanftorum apoftolorum limina orandi gra- fignify either a legal fief, or a fimple favour,

tia timent vifere, cum nonnullas ante dies an obligation (we want the word bienfa'it).

paucos, hunc audierint conjugates viduas, vir- See Schmidt, Hill, des Allemands, torn. iii.

gines vi oppreflifle (Liutprand, Hill. 1. vi. p. 393—408. PfefFel, Abrege Chronolo-
c. 6. p. 471. See the whole affair of John gique, torn. i. p. 2:9. 296. 317, 324. 42c.

XII. p. 471—476.). 430. 500. 505. 509, &c.).
'3* A new example of the mifchief of equi-

X 2 Romans
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^
Yi V

^' ^O'^^'^s were free to chufe a mailer for thcmfelves ; and the powers

< „~i_; which had been delegated to the patrician, were irrevocably granted

to the French and Saxon emperors of the Weft. The broken re-

cords of the times '" preferve fome remembrance of their palace,

their mint, their tribunal, their cdids, and the fword of juftice,

which, as late as the thirteenth century, was derived from Ca^far

to the prsefed of the city '^°. Between the arts of the popes and the

violence of the people, this fupremacy was cruflied and annihilated.

Content with the titles of emperor and Auguftus, the fuccefTors of

Charlemagne negleiled to afiert this local jurifdidlion. In the hour

of profperity, their ambition was diverted by more alluring objefts

;

and in the decay and divifion of the empire, they were opprefled

Revolt of by the defence of their hereditary provinces. Amidft the ruins of

A. D. 9^2. Italy, the famous Marozia invited one of the ufurpers to aflume the

character of her third hufband ; and Hugh, king of Burgundy, was

introduced by her fadion into the mole of Hadrian or caftle of St.

Angelo, which commands the principal bridge and entrance of

Rome. Her fon by the firft marriage, Alberic, was compelled to

attend at the nuptial banquet ; but his reluilant and ungraceful fer-

vice was chaftlied with a blow by his new father. The blow was

produdtive of a revolution. " Romans," exclaimed the youth,

" once you were the mafters of the world, and thefe Burgundians

*' the moft abjed of your flaves. They now reign, thefe voracious

" and brutal favages, and my injury is the commencement of your

*' fervitude '"." The alarum-bell rung to arms in every quarter of

the

•" For the hiflory of the emperors in '^° See the DiiTertation of Le Blanc at the

Rome and Italy, fee Sigonius, de Regno end of his Treatife des Monnoyes de France,

ItalisE ; Opp. torn. ii. with the Notes of in which he produces fome Roman coins of

Saxius, and the Annals of Muratori, who the French emperors.

might refer more diftindily to the authors of '" Romanorum aliquando fcrvj, fcilicet

bis great colkilion. Burgundione-s Romanis imperent? .... Ro-

iran.-s
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the city : the Burgundians retreated with hafte and ihame ; Marozia CHAP,
was imprifoned by her vidorious fon ; and his brother, pope John »— ——

'

XL was reduced to the exercife of his fpiritual fundions. With

the title of prince, Alberic poiTeiTed above twenty years the govern-

ment of Rome, and he is faid to have gratified the popular prejudice,

by reftoring the office, or at leail the title, of confuls and tribunes.

His fon and heir Odlavian aflumed, with the pontificate, the name of

John XII. ; like his predeceflbr, he was provoked by the Lombard

princes to feek a deliverer for the church and republic ; and the fer-

vices of Otho were rewarded with the Imperial dignity. But the

Saxon was imperious, the Romans were impatient, the feftival of

the coronation was difturbed by the fecret conflidl of prerogative

and freedom, and Otho commanded his fword-bearer not to fiir

from his perfon, left he iliould be ailaulted and murdered at the foot

of the altar''^ Before he repafied the Alps, the emperor chaftifcd Of pope
John Xli,

the revolt of the people and the ingratitude of John XII. The pope A. D, 967,

was degraded in a fynod ; the prsefeift was mounted on an afs, whip-

ped through the city and caft into a dungeon ; thirteen of the moil

guilty were hanged, others were mutilated or banifhed ; and this

fevere procefs was juftified by the ancient laws of Theodofius and

Juftinlan. The voice of fame has accufed the fecond Otho of a

perfidious and bloody adl, the maiTacre of the fenators, whom he

had invited to his table under the fair femblance of hofpitallty and

friendihip'". In the minority of his fon Otho the third, Rome

made

mans urbis dignitas ad tantam eft ftultitiam '^^ Ditmar, p. 354. apud Schmidt, torn. iii-.

duda, ut meretricum etiam imperio pareat ? p. 439.
(Liutprand, I. iii. c. 12. p. 450.) Sigonius "39 This bloody feail is defcribei in Leo-
(I. vi. p. 400.) pofitively affirms the renova- nine verfe, in the Pantheon of Godfrey of
tion of the confulftiip ; but in the old writers Viterbo (Script. Ital. torn. vii. p. 436, 43;.),
Albericus is more frequently llyled princeps who flourifncd towards the end of the xii'"»

Romanorum. century (Fabricius, Bibliot. Latin, med. st

inftmi
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made a bold attempt to fhakc off the Saxon yoke, and the conful

Crefcentius was the Brutus of the republic. From the condition of

a fubjcdl and an exile, he twice rofe to the command of the city,

opprefled, expelled, and created the popes, and formed a confpiracy

for reftoring the authority of the Greek emperors. In the fortrefs

of St. Angelo, he maintained an obftinate ficge, till the unfortunate

conful was betrayed by a promife of fafety : his body was fufpended

on a gibbet, and his head was expofed on the battlements of the

caftle. By a reverie of fortune, Otho, after feparating his troops,

was befieged three days, without food, in his palace ; and a difgrace-

ful efcape faved him from the juftice or fury of the Romans. The fe-

nator Ptolemy was the leader of the people, and the widow of Crefcen-

tius enjoyed the pleafure or the fame of revenging her hufband, by a

poifon which flie adminiftered to her Imperial lover. It was the de-

fign of Otho the third to abandon the ruder countries of the north, to

ere£t his throne in Italy, and to revive the inftitutions of the Roman
monarchy. But his fucceffbrs only once in their lives appeared on

the banks of the Tyber, to receive their crown in the Vatican '^",

Their abfence was contemptible, their prefence odious and formi-

dable. They defcendcd from the Alps, at the head of their Bar-

barians, who were ftrangers and enemies to the country ; and their

tranfient vifit was a fcene of tumult and bloodflied '*'. A faint re-

membrance of their anceftors ftill tormented the Romans ; and they

beheld with pious indignation the fucceilion of Saxons, Franks,

infimi ^vi, torn. iii. p. 69. eJit. Manfi) ;
Valcfius, and Leibnitz. Sigonius has related

but his evidence, whicl> impofcd on Sigonius, the whole procefs of the Roman expedition,

is reafonably fufpefted by Muratori (Annali, in good Latin, but with fome errors of time

torn. viii. p. 177.)• ^"'^ ^^^ ('• "' P• 441—446•)•
'*" The coronation of the emperor, and '*' In a quarrel at the coronation of Con-

fome original ceremonies of the x'•" century, rad IL Muratori takes leave to obfcrve—do-

are preferved in the Panegyric on Berenga- veano ben eflere allora, indifciplinati, Bar-

rius (Script. Ital. torn. ii. pars i. p. 405

—

bari, e ^if/7;e/; i Tedefchi, Annal. torn. viii.

414.), illuilratcd by the Notes of Hidrian p. 368.

Swabians,
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Swabians, and Bohemians, who ufurped the purple and prerogatives CHAP.
of the Ca^fars. ( .,—L»

There is nothing perhaps more adverfe to nature and reafon than The king-

to hold in obedience remote countries and foreign nations, in oppo- ^"^" £>"
^'

fition to their inclination and intereft. A torrent of Barbarians may /74—125°•

pafs over the earth, but an extenfive empire muil be fupported by a

refined fyftem of policy and oppreifion : in the centre, an abfolute

power, prompt in adlion, and rich in refources : a fwift and eafy

communication with the extreme parts : fortifications to check the

firft effort of rebellion : a regular adminiftration to protedt and

puniih ; and a well-difciplined army to infpire fear, without pro-

voking difcontent and defpair. Far different was the fituation of the

German Cxfars, who were ambitious to enflave the kingdom of

Italy. Their patrimonial eftates were ilretched along the Rhine, or

fcattered in the provinces ; but this ample domain was alienated by

the imprudence or dlftrefs of fuccefllve princes ; and their revenue,

from minute and vexatious prerogative, was fcarcely fuificient for the

maintenance of their houfehold. Their troops were formed by the

legal or voluntary fervice of their feudal vaifals, who paffed the Alps

with reludtance, affumed the licence of rapine and diforder, and

capricioufly deferted before the end of the campaign. Whole

armies were fwept away by the peftilential influence of the cli-

mate ; the furvivors brought back the bones of their princes and

nobles '*\ and the effects of their own intemperance were often im-

puted to the treachery and malice of the Italians, who rejoiced at

leaft in the calamities of the Barbarians. This irregular tyranny

might contend on equal terras with the petty tyrants of Italy ; nor

'*
'After boiling away the bones. The ployed for himfelf (Schmidt, torn. iii. p. 423,

caldrons for that purpofe were a neceflary 424.)• The fame author obferves, that the

piece of travelling furniture; and a German whole Saxon line was exlinguiHied in Italy

who was ufing it for his brother, promifed it (torn. ii. p. 440.).

to a friend, after it fhould have been em-

4 can
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CHAP, can the people, or the reader, be much hitereiled in the event of the

« «——' quarrel. But hi the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Lombards re-

kindled the flame of induftry and freedom; and the generous example

was at length imitated by the republics ofTufcany. In the Italian cities

a municipal government had never been totally aboliflied ; and their

firft privileges were granted by the favour and policy of the em-

perors, who were dcfirous of ereding a plebeian barrier againfl the

independence of the nobles. But their rapid progrefs, the daily exten-

fion of their power and pretenfions, were founded on the numbert;

and fpirit of thefe rifmg communities '*\ Each city filled the mea-

fure of her diocefe or diilridt : the jurifdidtion of the counts and

blfliops, of the marquiifes and counts, was baniihed from the land
;

and the proudeft nobles were perfuaded or compelled to defert their

folitary caftles, and to embrace the more honourable charadter of

freemen and magiftrates. The legillative authority was inherent in

the general aflembly ; but the executive powers were entruiled to

three confuls, annually chofen from the three orders captains, val-

vajfors '**, and commons, into which the republic was divided. Un-

der the protedlion of equal law, the labours of agriculture and com-

merce were gradually revived ; but the martial fpirit of the Lom-

bards wMs nouriihed by the prefence of danger ; and as often as the

bell was rung, or the ftandard '*' erefted, the gates of the city poured

forth a numerous and intrepid band, whofe zeal in their caufe

was foon guided by the ufe and difcipline of arms. At the foot of

'^ Otho biihop of Frifingen has left an Honour, vol. iii. part i. p. 488.), Ducange

important pail'age on the Italian cities {I. ii. (GloiT. Latin, torn. ii. p. 140. torn. vi.

c. 13. in Script. Ital. torn. vi. p. 707—710.); p. 776.), and St. Marc (Abrege Chronolo-

and the rife, progrefs, and government, of gique, torn. ii. p. 719.).

thefe republics are perfefily illuilratcd by '*' The Lombards invented and ufed the

Muratori (Antiquitat. Ital. Mcdii ^vi, torn, carocium, a ftandard planted on a car or wag-

i'/. difllrt. xlv— Iii. p. I—675. Annal. gon, drawn by a team of oxen (Ducange,

torn, viii, ix, x.). lom. ii. p. 194, 195. Muratori, Antiquitat.

'+* For theie titles, fee Selden (Titles of torn. ii. did", xxvi. p. 489—493.).

thefe
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thefe popular' ramparts, the pride of the Csfars was overthrown -CHAP,
and the invincible genius of liberty prevailed over the two Frederics, « -^— '_f

the greateil princes of the middle age : the firft, fuperior perhaps in

military prowefs ; the fecond, who undoubtedly excelled in the fofter

accompliihments of peace and learning.

Ambitious of reftoring the fplendour of the purple, Frederic the firft Frederic the

invaded the republics of Lombardy, with the arts of a ftatefman, the A.D.

valour of a foldier, and the cruelty of a tyrant. The recent dif-
"S^— "5°'

covery of the Pandedls had renewed a fcience moft favourable to

defpotifm ; and his venal advocates proclaimed the emperor the

abfolute mafter of the lives and properties of his fubjeds. His royal

prerogati'es, in a lefs odious fenfe, were acknowledged in the diet

of Roncaglia ; and the revenue of Italy was fixed at thirty thoufand

pounds of filver '*% which were multiplied to an indefinite demand,

by the rapine of the fifcal officers. The obftinate cities were reduced

by the terror or the force of his arms : his captives \vere delivered

to the executioner, or ihot from his military engines ; and, after the

fiege and furrender of Milan, the buildings of that ftately capital were

razed to the ground, three hundred hoftages were fent into Ger-

many, and the inhabitants were difperfed in four villages, under the

yoke of the inflexible conqueror "*'. But Milan foon rofe from her

afhes; and the league of Lombardy was cemented by diftrefs : their

caufe was efpoufed by Venice, pope Alexander the third, and the

Greek emperor : the fabric of oppreffion was overturned in a day
;

and in the treaty of Conftance, Frederic fubfcribed, with fome re-

rervatlons, the freedom of four-and-twenty cities. His grandfoii

'•*'' Gunther Ligurinus, 1. viii. 5S4, et feq. of Murntori contains the originals of the hif-

apud Schmidt, torn. iii. p. 599. toiy of Frederic the firft, which miift be com-
'" Solus imperator facieni fuam firtnavit pared with due regard to the circumftances

ui petram (Burcard. de Excidio Mediolani, and prejudiofs of each German or Lombard
Script. Ita). torn. vi. p. 917.). Thisvolume writer.

Vol. V. contended
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CHAP, contended with their vigour and maturity; but Frederic the lecond
'*'

*~—^—' was endowal with fome perfonal and peculiar advantages. His

fecoHdT
' ^ birth and education recommended hiin to the ItaUans ; and in the

t'
^' implacable dii'cord of the two fadions, the Ghibelins were attached

119S— 1J50. 1

to the emperor, while the Guelfs difplayed the banner of liberty

and the church. The court of Rome had flumbered, when his

father Henry the fixth was permitted to unite with the empire thc

kitigdoms of Naples and Sicily ; and from thefc hereditary realms,

the fon derived an ample and ready lupply of troops and treafure.

Yet Frederic the feeond was finally opprefied by the arms of the

Lombards and the thunders of the Vatican; his kingdom was given

to a ftranger, and the laft of his family was beheaded at Naples on a.

public fcaffold. During fixty years, no emperor appeared in Italy,

and the name was remembered only by the ignominious fale of the

lail relics of fovereignty.

hidepend- The Barbarian conquerors of the Weft were pleafed to decorate their

princes of chicf with-the title of emperor; but it was not their defign to inveil

"a^I)-.'
^^''"• ^^'^^^ ^ dofpotifm of Conftantine and Juftinian. The perfons

^'+~'^j'^' of the Germans were free, their conquefts were their own, and their

national character was animated l^y a fpirlt which fcorned the fervile

jurifprudence of the new or the ancient Rome. It would have been

a vain and dangerous attempt to impole a monarch, on the armed

freemen who were impatient of a magiftrate ; on the bold, who

rtfufed to obey ; on the powerful, who afpired to command. The

empire of Charlemagne and Otho was dirtrlbutcd among the dukes

of the nations or provinces, the counts of the fmaller diftrids, arid

the margraves of the marches or frontiers, who all united the civil and

military authority as it had been delegated to the lieutenants of the

'*' For the hiftory of Frederic II. and the Iioufe ofSwabia at Naples, fee Giannone,

L<loria Civile, torn. ii. 1. xi\—xix^

io firft
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firft Cxfars. The Roman gOveniors, who, for the moil; part, were C A 1•,

foldiers of fortune, feduced then- mercenary legions, affumed the < ~^i^

Imperial purple, and either failed or fucceedcd in their revolt, with-

out wounding the power and unity of government. If the dukes,

margraves, and counts of Germany, were lefs audacious in their

claims, the confequences of their fuccefs were more lafting and per-

nicious to the ftate. Inftead of aiming at the fupreme rank, they

fdently laboured to eftabliili and appropriate their provincial inde-

pendence. Their ambition \vas feconded by the weight of their

eftates and vaffals, their mutual example and fupport, the common

intereft of the fubordinate nobility, the change of princes and families,

the minorities of Otho the third and Henry the fourth, the ambition of

the popes, and the vain purfuit of the fugitive crowns of Italy and

Rome. All the attributes of regal and territorial jurifdiifhion were

gradually ulurped by the commanders of the provinces ; the right of

peace and var, of life and death, of coinage and taxation, of foreign

alliance and domeftic oeconomy. Whatever had been feized by

"violence, was ratified by favour or difhrefs, was granted as the price

of a doubful A^ote or a voluntary fervice ; whatever had been granted

to one, coidd not, without injury, be denied to his fuccelTor or

equal ; and every atit of local or temporary pofleiliOn was infen-

fibly moulded into the conftitution of the Germanic kingdom. In

every province, the vifible prefcnce of the duke or count was in-

;terpofed between the throne and the nobles ; the fubjefts of the law

became the vaflals of a private chief; and the ftandard, which he

received from his fovereign, was often raifed againft him in the

•field. The temporal power of tlie clergy was cheriilied and exalted

by the luperilition or policy of the Carlovingian and Saxon dy-

nafties, who blindly depended on their moderation and fidelity ; and

the bifhoprics of Germany were made equal in extent and privi-

lege, fuperior in wealth and population, to the moil ample ilates of

2 the
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CHAP, the military order. As long as the emperors retained the preroga-

< V 1 tive of bcftowing on every vacancy thefe ecclefiailic and fecular be-

nefices, their caufe was maintained by the gratitude or ambition of

their friends and favourites. But in the quarrel of the inveftitures,

they were deprived of their influence over the epifcopal cliaptcrs
;

the freedom of eleilion was reftored, and the fovereign was reduced,

by a folemn mockery, to Mx^fnjl pr-ayers^ the recommendation, once

in his reign, to a fmgle prebend in each church. The fecular gover-

nors, inftead of being recalled at the will of a fuperior, could be de-

graded only by the fentence of their peers. In the firft age of the

monarchy, the appointment of the fon to the dutchy or county of

his father, was folicited as a favour ; it was gradually obtained as a

cuftom, and extorted as a right : the lineal fucceifion was often ex-

tended to the collateral or female branches ; the ftates of the empire

(their popular, and at length their legal, appellation) were divided

and alienated by teftament and fale ; and all idea of a public truil

was loft in that of a private and perpetual inheritance. The emperor

could not even be enriched by the cafualties of forfeiture and ex-

tindlion : within the term of a year, he was obliged to difpofe of the

vacant fief, and in the choice of the candidate, it was his duty to

confult either the general or the provincial diet.

The Ger- After the death of Frederic the fecond, Germany was left a mon-

ftitution,
"

fter with an hundred heads. A crowd of princes and prelates dif-

A. D. 1250.
p^^^tgj tj^g ruins of the empire : the lords of innumerable caftlcs were

lefs prone to obey, than to imitate, their fuperiors ; and according

to the meafure of their ftrength, their inccifant hoftilities received

the names of conqueft or robbery. Such anarchy was the inevitable

confequence of the laws and manners of Europe ; and the kingdoms

of France and Italy were ihivered into fragments by the violence of

the fame tempeft. But the Italian cities and the French vafials were

divided and deftroyed, vhile the union of the Germans has produced,

7 under
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under the name of an empire, a great fyftem of a foederative re- C A P.

public. In the frequent and at laft the perpetual inftitution of diets, / '

a national fpirit was kept alive, and the powers of a common legif-

lature are ftill exerclfed by the three branches or colleges of the

eledors, the princes, and the free and Imperial cities of Germany.

I. Seven of the mofl: powerful feudataries were permitted to aiTume,

with a diflinguiflied name and rank, the exclufive privilege of chufing

the Roman emperor ; and thefe eledors were the king of Bohemia,

the duke of Saxony, the margrave of Brandenburgh, the count pala-

tine of the Rhine, and the three archbifhops of Meatz, of Treves, and

of Cologne. II. The college of princes and prelates purged them-

felves of a promifcuous multitude : they reduced to four reprefent-

ative votes, the long feries of independent counts, and excluded the

nobles or equeftrian order, fixty thoufand of whom, as in the Polifh

diets, had appeared on horfeback in the field of election. III. The

pride of birth and dominion, of the fword and the mitre, wifely

adopted the commons as the third branch of the legillature, and, in

the progrefs of fociety, they were introduced about the fame xra

into the national aflemblies of France, England, and Germany.

The Hanfeatic league commanded the trade and navigation of the

north : the confederates of the Rhine fecured the peace and inter-

courfe of the inland country : the influence of the cities has been

adequate to their wealth and policy, and their negative ftill invali-

dates the ads of the two fuperior colleges of eleftors and princes''*'.

It
•

'•" In the immenfe labyrinth of the _;ai nologique de I'Hiiloire et du Droit Public

publicum of Germany, I mull either quote d'Allemagne ; Paris, 1776, 2 vols, in 4'").

one writer or a thoufand ; and I had rather His ler.rning and judgment have difcerned

truft to one faithful guide, than tranfcribe, on the moft intereiling fails ; his fimple brevity

credit, a multitude of names and paffages. comprifes them in a narrow fpace ; his chro-

That guide is M. Ffeffel, the author of the nological order diftributes them under the

bell legal and confiitutional hillory that 1 proper dates ; and an elaborate index col-

know of any country (Nouvel Abrege Chro- lefts them under their lefpefiive heads. To
this
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it is in the fourteenth century, that wc may view in the Itrongcft

Ught the ilate and contrail of the Roman empire of Germany,

ar.rpoveny which no longer held, except on the borders of the Rhine and
ot the Gcr-

j)2j^u|)£ a fingle province of Trajan or Conflantlne. I'hcir un-
emperor »-'"""'•'>'> "• t> i J

*-'^'*'''«'^'^• worthy fucceflbrs were the counts of Hapfburgh, of NaiTau, of

^7—^37^• Luxemburgh, and of Schwartzcnburgh : the emperor Henry the

jeventh procured for his fon the crown of Bohemia, and his grand-

fou Charles the fourth was born among a people, ftrange and bar-

barous in the eflimation of the Germans themt^lves '^^ After the

excommunication of Lewis of Bavaria, he received the gift or pro-

mife of the vacant empire from the Roman pontiiFs, who, in the

exile and captivity of Avignon, afiecled the dominion of the earth.

The death of his competitors united the eledoral college, and

Charles was unanimoufly faluted king of the Romans, and future

emperor : a title which in the fame age was proftituted to the Ciefars

of Germany and Greece. The German emperor was no more than

the eledive and impotent magiftrate of an ariftocracy of princes,

who had not left him a village tliat he might call his own. His bed

prerogative was the right of prefiding and propofing in the national

lenate, which was convened at his fummons ; and liis native king-

dom of Bohemia, lefs opulent than the adjacent city of urembergh,

was the firmeft feat of his power and the richeft fource of his rc-

A.D. 1355. venue. The army with which he paiTed the Alps, conllfted of

three hundred horfe. In the cathedral of St. Ambrofe, Charles was

crOwned with the iro/i crown, which tradition afcribed to the Lom-

this work, in a lefs perfeft (late. Dr. Robert- "" Yet, ptrfonally, Charles IV. muft not

fon was gratefully indebted for that mafterly be confidered as a Barbarian. After his eda-

iketch which traces even the modern changes cation at Paris, he recovered the ufc of the

of the Germaific body. The Corpus Hillo- Bohemian, his native, idiom ; and the em-

rt.t Germanicx of Struvius has been likcwifc ptror converfcd and wrote with equal facility

confuited, the more ufefully, as that huge in French, Latin, Italian, and German (Stru-

compilation is fortified in every page with the vius, p. 615, 616.)• Petrarch always repre-

original texts. fents him as a polite and learned prince.

bard
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bard monarchy ; but he was admitted only with a peaceful trahi ; C P.

the gates of the city were ihut upon him ; and the king of Italy _ .-
'^

was held a captive by the arms of the Vifconti, whom he confirmed

in the fovereignty of Milan. In the Vatican he was again crowned

with the golden crown of the empire ; but, in obedience to a fecret

treaty, the Roman emperor immediately withdrew, without repofing

a iingle night within the walls of Rome, The eloquent Petraixh '",

whofe fancy revived the vilionary glories of the Capitol, deplores

and upbraids the ignominious flight of the Bohemian ; and even

his contemporaries could obferve, that the fole exercife of his autho-

rity was in the lucrative fale of privileges and titles. The gold oi

Italy fecured the eledion of his fon ; but fuch was the ihameful

poverty of the Roman emperor, that his perfon was arreiled by a

butcher in the ftreets of AVorms, and was detained in the public inn,

as a pledge or hoftage for the payment of his expences.

From this humiliating fcene, let us turn to the apparent majefty of His oftenta*

. _-
'

tion.

the iln-ne Charles in the diets of the empire. The golden bull, A. D. 135C•.

which fixes the Germanic conftitution, is promulgated in the ftyle of

a fovereign and leglflator. An hundred princes bowed before his

throne, and exalted their own dignity by the voluntary honours

which they yielded to their chief or minifter. At the royal banquet,

tiie hereditary great officers, the feven ele£lors, who in rank and

title were equal to kings, performed their folemn and domeftic fervicc

of the palace. The feals of the triple kingdom were borne in ilate by

the archbifhops of Mentz, Cologne, and Treves, the perpetual arch-

chancellors ofGermany, Italy, and Aries. The great marlhal, on horie-

back, exerclfed his function Avith a filver meafare of oats, which he

•5' Ecfides the German and Italian hillo- torn. iii. p. 376—430. by the abbe ae S.ioe,

rian?, the expedition of Charles IV. ii paint- whofe prolixity has never been blamed by

ed in lively and original colours in the cu- any reader of tafte and curiofity.

rious Memoires fur la Vie do Petrarniie,

emptied
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^
y! rv

^* ^^P^i^'^ ^^ t^^^ ground, and immediately difmounted to regulate the

\_—«—.—; order of tlie guefts. The great ftevvard, the count palatine of the

Rhine, placed the diihes on the table. The great chamberlain, the

margrave of Brandenburgh, prefented, after the repaft, the golden

ewer and balbn, to waih. The king of Bohemia, as great cup-bearer,

was reprefented by the emperor's brother, the duke of Luxcmburgh

and Brabant ; and the proceflion was clofed by the great huntfmen,

who introduced a boar and a flag, with a loud chorus of horns and

hounds "'. Nor was the fupremacy of the emperor confined to Ger-

many alone : the hereditary monarchs of Europe confeifed the pre-

eminence of his rank and dignity : he was the firft of the Chriftian

princes, the temporal head of the great republic of the Weil '"
: to

his perfon the title of majeily was long appropriated ; and he dif-

putcd with the pope the fublime prerogative of creating kings and

alTembling councils. The oracle of the civil law, the learned Bar-

tolus, was a penfioner of Charles the fourth ; and his fchool re-

founded with the dodrinc, that the Roman emperor was the right-

ful fovereign of the earth, from the rifmg to the fetting fun. The

contrary opinion was condemned, not as an error, but as an herefy,

fmce even the gofpel had pronounced, " And there went forth a

" decree from Ca;far Auguftus, that / the ivorld ihould be

" taxed'"."

Contrail of If we annihilate the interval of time and fpacc between Auguilus

and woJ."^!!/ and Charles, ilrong and ftriking will be the contrail: between the two
uf Auguftus.

Cajfai's• the Bohemian, who concealed his weaknefs under the mailv

of oftentation, and the Roman, who difguifcd his ftrength under the

fcmblance of modefty. At the head of his vidorious legions, in his

'*' See ihe wliolc ceremony, in Stiuvius, fentoJ with more dignity than in the coun-

p. 629. cil of ConJlaiice. See Lcnfant's Hillory o.*"

'53 The republic cf Europe, with the pope th.Tt alTemhly.

auJ emperor at ii* head, was never repre- '" (Jravina, Origines Juris Ciiilis, p. 108.
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reign over the fea and land, from the Nile and Euphrates to the ^ ^ '^ ^•

Atlantic ocean, Auguftus profeffed himfelf the fervant of the ilate »
>,

'

and the equal of his fellow-citizens. The conqueror of Rome and

her provinces aiTumed the popular and legal form of a cenfor, a con-

ful, and a tribune. His will was the law of mankind, but in the

declaration of his laws he borrowed the A'oice of the fcnate and

people ; and, from their decrees, their mafter accepted and renewed

his temporary commiifion to adminifter the republic. In his drei's,

his domeftics "', his titles, in all the offices of focial life, AuguPrus

maintained the charadler of a private Roman ; and his moft artful

flatterers refpecled the fecret of his abfolute and perpetual monarchy.

'" Six• thoufand urns have been difcovered trail of his work, in the BiWioiheqae Its-

of the flaves and freedmen of Auginlus and lique, torn. iv. p. 175. His Eioge, by Fon-
Livia. So minute was the divifion of office, tenelle, torn. vi. p. 356.). But thefe firvants

thst one llave was appointed to weigh the were of the fame rank, and poflibiy not more
wcol which was fpun by the emprefs's maids, numerous than thofe of Pollio or Lentulus.

another for the care of her lap-dog, &c. (Ca- They only prove the general riches of the

mtre Sepolchrale, &c. by Bianchini. Ex- city.

Vol. V
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CHAP. L.

Defeription of Arabia and its hihabitants.— Birthy

CharaBer^ and DoEfrine of Makomet.—He preaches

at Mecca.—Flies to Medina.—Propagates his Religion

by the Sword.—Voluntary or reliitlant SubmiJJion of

the Arabs.—His Death and Succeffors.—The Claims

and Fortu?ics of Ali and his Defcendants.

L.
HAP. FTER purfuing above fix hundred years the fleeting Csefars

X~\. of Conftantinople and Germany, I now defcend, in the reign

of Heradius, on the eaftern borders of the Greek monarchy. While

the ftate was exhaufted by the Perfian war, and the church was dif-

tra(Cted by the Ncftorian and Monophyfite feds, Mahomet, with

the fword in one hand and the koran in the other, eroded his throne

on the ruins of Chriftianity and of Rome. The genius of the Ara-

bian prophet, the manners of his nation, and the fpirit of his reli-

gion, involve the caufes of the decline and fall of the Eaftern em-

pire ; and our eyes are curioufly intent on one of the moft memo-

rable revolutions, which have imprefled a new and lafting charader

on the nations of the globe '.

' As in this aed the following chapter I terpreters, who have transfufed their fcience

fliall difplay much Arabic learning, I muft into theLatin, French, and Englifh languages,

profefs my total ignorance of the Oriental Their colleilions, verfions, and hillories, I

tongues, and my gratitude to the learned in- ihall occafionally notice.

In
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Defcription

of Arabia.

In the vacant fpace between Pevfia, Syria, Egypt, and iEthiopla, ^ a p.

the Arabian peninfula * may be conceived as a triangle of fpacious

but irregular dimenfions. From the northern point of Beles ^ on

the Euphrates, a Hne of fifteen hundred miles is terminated by the

ftreights of Babelmandel and the land of frankincenfe. About half

this length may be allowed for the middle breadth, from eaft to

weft, from BaiTora to Suez, from the Perfian Gulf to the Red Sea *.

The fides of the triangle are gradually enlarged, and the fouthern

bafis prefents a front of a thoufand miles to the Indian ocean. The

entire furface of the peninfula exceeds in a fourfold proportion that

of Germany or France ; but the far greater part has been juftly ftig-

matifed witli the epithets of thejlofiy and Uxtfandy. Even the wilds

of Tartary are decked, by the hand of nature, with lofty trees

The foil and
climate.

* The geographers of Arabia may be di-

vided into three claiTes : 1 . The Greeks and

Latins, whofe progreffive knowledge may be

traced in Agatharcides (de Mari Rubro, in

Hudfon, Geograph. Minor, tom.i.), Diodo-

rus Siculus (torn. i. 1. ii. p. 1 59— 167. 1. iii.

p. 21 1— 216. edit. Wefleling), Strabo (1. xvi.

p. 1 1 12— 1114. from Eratoilhenes, p. 11 22

— 1132. from Artemidorus), Dionyfius (Pe-

riegefis, 927— 969.), Pliny (Hilt. Natur. v.

12. vi. 32.), and Ptolemy (Defcript. et Ta-

bula; Urbium, in Hudfon, torn. iii.). 2. The
Arabic ivriters, who have treated the fubjefl:

with the zeal of patriot! fm or devotion : the

extradls of Pocock (Specimen Hlft. Arabum,

p. 125— 128.) from the Geography of the

Sherif al Edrifli, render us ilill more diifa-

tisfied with the verfion or abridgment (p. 24.

—27. 44— 56. 108, &c. 119, &c.) which the

Maronites have publiihed under the abfurd

title of Geographia Nubienfis (Paris, 1619) ;

bat the Latin and French tranflators. Greaves

(in Hudfon, torn, iii.) and Galland (Voyage
de la Paleftine par La Roque, p. 265— 346.),

have opened to us the Arabia of Abujfeda,

the moll copious and correft account of the

peninfula, «hich may be enriched, however.

from the Bibliotheque Orientale of d'Herbe-

lot, p. 120. e: alibi paffim. 3. The £«/-«-

feaii travellers ; among whom Shaw (p. 438

—455 ) and Nlebuhr (Defcription, 1773.

Voyages, torn. i. 1776) deferve an honour-

able diftinftion : Bufching (Geographie par

Berenger, torn. viii. p. 416—;io.) has com-

piled witli judgment ; and d'Anville's Maps

(Orbis Veteribus Notus, and 1" Partie de

I'Afie) ihould lie before the reader, ivith his

Geographie Ancienne, torn. ii. p. 208 -231.
^ Abulfed. Defcript. Arabia, p. I. D'An-

ville, I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 19, 20. It

was in this place, the paradife or garden of a

fatrap, that Xenophon and the Greeks firft

palTed the Euphrates (Anabafis, 1. i. c. 10.

p. 29. edit. Wells).

Reland has proved, with much fupsr-

fluous learning, i. That our Red Sea (the

Arabian Gulf) is no more than a part of the

Mare Rubruin, the Efi/Spa -^, of the an-

cients, which was extended to the indefinite

fpace of the Indian ocean. 2. That the fy-

ronymous words sft/i.-o-, a.Oio•!;, allude to the

colour of the blacks or negroes (Dilfert.

Mifcell. tom.i. p. 59 — 117.).

2 and
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C II A P. and luxuriant IicrLagc \ and the loncibmc traveller derives a lort of

»—v^—w cumfort and Ibcicty irom the prefence of vegetable life. But in the

dreary of Arabia, a boundlefs level of fand is interfetiled bv

iliarp and naked mountains; and the face of the defert, without

fliade or Ihelter, is Icorched by the diredl and intenfe rays of a tro-

pical fun. Inrtead of refreiliing breezes, the winds, particularly

from the fouth-weft, diiFufe a noxious and even deadly vapour ; the

hillocks of fand which they alternatejy raife and'fcatter, are com-

pared to the billows of the ocean, and whole caravans, whole armies,

have been loft and buried in the whirlwind. The common benefits

of water are an objeft of defire and conteft ; and fuch is the fcarcity

of wood, that fame art is requifite to preferve and propagate the ele-

ment of lire. Arabia is deftitute of navigable rivers, which fertilize

the foil, and convey its produce to the adjacent regions : the torrents

that fall froin the hills are imbibed by the thirfty earth : the rare and

hardy plants, the tamarind or the acacia, that ftrike their roots into

the clefts of the rocks, are nouriihed by the dews of the night : a

fcanty fupply of rain is collefted in cifterns and aqueducts : the

wells and fprings are the fecret treafure of the defert; and the pil-

grim of Mecca', after many a dry and fultry march, is difgufted by

the taftc of the waters, which have rolled over a bed of fulphur or

fait. Such is the general and genuine pidlure of the climate of

Arabia. The experience of evil enhances the value of any local or

partial enjoyments. A Ihady grove, a green pafture, a ftream of

freih water, are fuflicient to attradl a colony of fedentary Arabs to

the fortunate fpots which can aflbrd food and refredimeut to them-

fclvcs and their cattle, and wliich encourage their induftry in the

cultivation of the palm-tree and the vine. The high lands that border

on the Indian ocean are diftingullhed by their fuperior plenty of

' In ihc thirty days, or flations, between of good water. See the route of the Ilad-

Cairo and Mecca, there are fifteen dcll.iuie jees, in Shaw's Travels, p. ,-,•

^ wood
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vvootl and water : the air is more temperate, the fruits are more de- CHAP,
licious, the animals and the human race more numerous ; the ferti- -

lity of the foil invites and rewards the toil of the hufbandman ; and

the peculiar gifts of frankincenfe ' and coffee have attradted in different

ages the merchants of the world. If it be compared with the reft of

the peninfula, this fequeftered region may truly deferve the appella-

tion of the happy ; and the fplendid colouring of fancy and iidion

has been fuggeftei by contraij and countenanced by diftance. It

•was for this earthly paradife that nature had referved her choiceft

favours and her moft curious workmanfhip : the incompatible bleiT-

ings of luxury and innocence were afcribed to the natives : the foil

was impregnated with gold ' and gems, and both the land and lea

were taught to exhale the odours of aromatic fweets. This diviiion Divifion o{

the fandy,

oi \. fand)\ the 7?c///)', and the happy ^ fo familiar to the Greeks and theitony.and

Latins, is unknown to the Arabians themfelves ; and it is fingular Arabia,
'

'

enough, that a country, whofe language and inhabitants have

ever been the fame, iliould fcarcely retain a veftige of its ancient

geography. The maritime diftricls oi Bahrein and Oma7i arc oppo-

fite to the realm of Perfia. The kingdom of Temen difplays the li-

mits, or at leaft the fituation, of Arabia Ftxlix : the name of Negcd

is extended over the inland fpace ; and the birth of Mahomet has

illuftrated the province oi Hcjaz along the coail of the Red Sea".

The

* The aromatic?, erpecially the thus or gold were found, from the fize of an olive to

frankincenfe, of Arabia, occupy the xii'•" tliat of a nut ; that iron was twice, and fiiver

book of Pliny. Our great poet (Paradife ten times, the value of gold (de Mari Rubto,

Loll, l.iv.) introduces, in a fimile, the fpicy p. 60.). Thefe real or imaginary treafures

ociours that are blown by the norih-eall wind are vaniihed ; and no gold mines are at pre-

fiom the Saba;an coail: fent known in Arabia (Niebuhr, Defcription,

Many a league, p. 124.).

Plea>'d with tlie grateful fcent, old Ocean ° Confult, perufe, and ftudy, the Spfci•

fniiles. men Hilloria Arabum of Pocock ! (0.\cn,

^Plin. Hid. Natur. xii. +2.) 6, in 4'°). The thirty pages of text and

' Agatharcides affirms, that lumps of pure verfion are extrafted from the Dyr.ailies of

Gregory
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The meafure of population is regulated by the means of fubfift-

ence ; and the inhabitants of this vail: pcninfula might be out-num-

bered by the fubjeils of a fertile and induftrious province. Along

the ihorcs of the Perfian gulf, of the ocean, and even of the Red Sea^

the iBhyophag'i ', or fiih-eaters, continued to wander in queft of their

precarious food. In this primitive and abjedi ftate, which ill de-

ferves the name of fociety, the human brute, without arts or laws,

almoft without fenfe or language, is poorly diftinguiflied from the

reft of the animal creation. Generations and ages might roll away

in filcnt oblivion, and the helplefs favage was reftrained from mul-

tiplying his race, by the wants and purfuits which confined his exift-

ence to the narrow margin of the fea-coaft. But in an early period

of antiquity the great body of the Arabs had emerged from this

fcene of mifery ; and as the naked wildernefs could not maintain a

people of hunters, they rofe at once to the more fccure and plentiful

condition of the paftoral life. The fame life is uniformly purfued

by the roving tribes of the dcfert, and in the portrait of the modern

Bedoivccus^ we may trace the features of their anceftors '°, who, in

the age of Mofes or Mahomet, dwelt under funilar tents, and con-

duced their horlcs, and camels, and Iheep, to the fame fprings and

the fame paftures. Our toil is leflened, and our wealth is encreafed,

by our dominion over the ufeful animals ; and the Arabian fhep-

Gregory Ab'ulpharagius, which Pccock af- left among the favages in the reign of Julli-

terwards tranilatcd (Oxon. 1663, in 4'°) : niin (Procop. de Bell. Perfic. 1. i. c. 19.)•

the three hundred and fifty-eight notes form '° See the Specimen HiHorix Arabum of

a clailic and original work on the Arabian Pocock, p. 2. 5. 86, &c. The journey of

antiquities. M. d'Ar\!eux, in 1664, to the camp of the

* Arrian remarks the Ifthyophagi of the tmir of Mount Carmcl (Voyage de la Pa-

coaft of Hejaz (Periplus Maris Erythrai, Icltine, Amfterdam, 171S), e.\hibits a pleafing

p. 1;.) and beyond Aden (p. ij ). It fccnis and original pifture of the life of the Be-

probable that the ihores of the Red Sea (in dowecns, which may be illuHrated from Nie-

the largcll fenfe) were occupied by thefe fa- buhr (Defcription de I'Arabie, p. 327— 344.)

\agcs in the time, perhaps, of Cyrus ; but I and Volney (torn. i. p. 343— Si's•)» 'he lall

can hardly believe that any cannibals were and moll judicioui of our Syrian tiavcUtrs.

2 herd
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herd had acquired the abfolute pofieiTion of a faithful friend and a ^ ^l A P.

laborious flave "'. Arabia, in the opinion of the naturalift, is the .'- _f

genuine and original country of the borfe ; the climate moft propi- The horfe.

tious, not indeed to the fize, but to the fpirit and fwiftnefs, of that

generous animal. The merit of the Barb, the Spaniih, and the

Englifh breed, is derived from a mixture of Arabian blood "
: the

Bedoweens preferve, with fuperftitious care, the honours and the

memory of the pureft race : the males are fold at a high price, but

the females are feldom alienated : and the birth of a noble foal was

efteemed, among the tribes, as a fubjeil of joy and mutual congra-

tulation. Thefe horfes are educated in the tents, among the children

of the Arabs, with a tender familiarity, which trains them in the

habits of gentlenefs and attachment. They are accuftomed only to

walk and to gallop : their fenfations are not blunted by the inceifant

abufe of the fpur and the whip : their powers are referved for the

moments of flight and purfuit ; but no fooner do they feel the touch

of the hand or the ftirrup, than they dart away with the fwiftnefs of

the wind ; and if their friend be difmounted in the rapid career,

they inftantly ftop till he has recovered his feat. In the fands of

Afric and Arabia, the camel is a facred and precious gift. That The camel,

ftrong and patient beaft of burthen can perform, without eating or

drinking, a journey of feveral days ; and a refervoir of frefh water

is preferved in a large bag, a fifth ftomach of the animal, whofe body

is imprinted with the marks of fervitude ; the larger breed is capable

of tranfporting a weight of a thoufand pounds; and the dromedary,

" Read (it is no unpleafing taflc) the in- Yemen ftrong and ferviceable, thofe of He-
comparable articles of the Hsr/e and the Ca- jaz moft noble. The horfes of Europe, the

mil, in the Natural Hiftory of M, de Buffon. tenth and laft clafs, were generally defpifed,
" For the Arabian horfes, fee d'Arvieux as having too much body aad too little

(p. 159— 173•) and Niebuhr (p. 142— 144.). fpirit (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 339.):
At the end of the xiii'•' century, the horfes of their ftrength was requifite to bear the weight

Neged were efteemed fu;e-footed, thofe of of the knight and his armour.

of
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C A p. of a lighter and more adive frame, outilrips the fleeteft courier in

<- -„ 1 the race. Alive or dead, almoft every part of tlie camel is fervice-

ablc to man : her milk is plentiful and nutritious : the young and

tender flefli has the tafte of veal"' : a valuable fait is extraded from

•the urine : the dung fupplies the deficiency of fuel ; and the long

hair, which fliUs each year and is renevi'ed, is coarfely manufadured

into the garments, the furniture, and the tents, of the Bedoweens.

In the rainy feafons they confume the rare and infufEcient herbage

of the defert : during the heats of fummer and the fcarcity of winter,

they remove their encampments to the fea-coafl:, the hills of Yemen,

or the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and have often extorted the

dangerous licence of vifiting the banks of the Nile, and the villages

of Syria and Paleftinc. The life of a wandering Arab is a life of

danger and diftrefs ; and though fometimes, by rapine or exchange,

he may appropriate the fruits of induftry, a private citizen in Europe

is in the poiTclTion of more folid and pleafing luxury than the

proudeft emir, who marches in the field at the head of ten thoufand

horfe.

Cities of - Yet an efTential difference may be found between the hords of

Scythia and the Arabian tribes, fince many of the latter were col-

ledted into towns, and employed in the labours of trade and agri-

culture. A part of their time and induftry was ftill devoted to the

management of their cattle : they mingled, in peace and war, with

their brethren of the defert ; and the Bedoweens derived from their

iifeful intercourfe, feme fupply of their wants, and fome rudiments of

art and knowledge. Among the forty-two cities of Arabia '*, enu-

merated

" Qui carnibus camclorum vcfci folent the camel ; but the <liet of Mecca and Me-

odii tenaces funt, was the opinion of an Ara- dina was already more luxurious (Gagnier,

bian phyfician (I'ocock, Specimen, p. 88.)• Vie de Mahomet, torn. iii. p. .1.04.).

Mahomet himfelf, who was fond of milk, '* Vet Marcian of Heraclea (in Peripio,

prefers the cow, and does not even mention p. 16. in torn. i. lludfon, Elinor Geograph.)

reckooi

rabia

:
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merated by Abulfeda, the moil ancierlt and populous were fiiuatc ^ il -

in the happy Yemen : the towers of Saana '', and the marvellous re- — '- _f

fervoir of Merab '", were conftrudled by the kings of the Homerites
;

but their profane luftre was eclipfed by the prophetic glories of

Medina " and Mecca", near the Red Sea, and at the diftance from

each other of two hundred and feventy miles. The laft of thefe holy Mecca

;

places was known to the Greeks under the name of Macoraba ; and

the termination of the word is expreifive of its greatnefs, which has

not indeed, in the moil flourifhing period, exceeded the fize and

populoufnefs of Marfeilles. Some latent motive, perhaps of fuper-

ilition, muft have impelled the founders, in the choice of a moil un-

promifmg fituation. They eredled their habitations of mud or ilone,

in a plain about two miles long and one mile broad, at the foot of

three barren mountains : the Ibil is a rock ; the water even of the

holy well of Zemzem is bitter or brackifh ; the pailures are remote

reckons one hundred and fixty-four towns in

Arabia Fcelix. The fize of the towns might

be fmall— the faith of the writer might be

large.

'' It is3 by Abulfeda (in Hudfon,

tom.iii. p. 54 ) to Damafcus, and is ftili the

refidcnce of the Imam of Yemen (Voyages

de Niebuhr, torn. i. p• 331— 342.)• Saana

is twenty-four parafangs from Dafar (Abul-

feda, p. 5i-)> ^n'i fixty-eight from Aden

(?-?3-)•
"> Pccock, Specimen, p. 57. Geograph.

Nubienfis, p• 52• Meriaba, or Merab, fix

miles in circumference, was deilroyed by the

legions of Auguilus (Plin. Hift. Nat. vi. 32.),

and had not revived in the xiv'•" century

(Abulfed. Defcript. Arab. p. 58.).

'' The name of city, Medina, was appro-

priated, xx-! './-, to Yatreb (the latrippa

of the Greeks), the feat of the prophet. The
diftaoces from JVledina are reckoned by Abul-

feda in rtations, or days journey of a caravan

(p. 13.): to Bahrein, XV ; to Baflora, xviii

;

Vol. V. A

to Cufah, XX ; to Damafcus or Paleiline, xx ;

to Cairo, xxv ; to Mecca, ; from Mecca to

Saana (p. 52. ) or Aden, xxx ; to Cairo, xxxi

days, or 412. hours (Shaw's Travels, p. 477.)

;

which, according to the eftimate of d'An-
ville (Mefures Itineraires, p. 99), allows

about twenty- five Englifh miles for a day's

journey. From the land of frankincenfe

(Hadramaut, in Yemen, between Aden and
Cape Fartafch) to Gsza, in Syria, Pliny

(Hill:. Nat. xii. 32.) computes Ixv maniions

of camels. Thefe meafures may aSill fancy

and elucidate fails.

" Our notions of Mecca muil be drawn

from the Arabians (d'Herbelot, Biblioiheque

Orientale, p. 368—371. Pccock, Specimen,

p. 125— 128. Abulfeda, p. 11—40.). As
no unbeliever is permitted to enter the city,

our travellers are filent; and the Ihort hints

of Thevenot (Voyages du Levant, parti, p.

490.) are taken from the fufpicious mouth of

an African renegado. Some Periians count-

ed 6000 houfes (Chardin, toiii. iv. p. 167.).

I from
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CHAP, from the city ; and grapes are tranfported above feventy miles from

« .,^ _; the gardens of Tayef. The fame and fpirit of the Koreiihites, who
reigned in Mecca, were confpicuous among the Arabian tribes ; but

their ungrateful foil refufed the labours of agiiculture, and their po-

ier trade. fitlon was favourable to the enterprifes of trade. By the fea-port of

Gedda, at the diftance only of forty miles, they maintained an eafy

correfpondence with Abyffinia ; and that Chriftian kingdom aflbrded

the firft refuge to the difciples of Mahomet. The treafures of Africa

were conveyed over the peninfula to Gerrha or Katif, in the proT«ice

* of Bahrein, a city built, as it is faid, of rock-falt, by the Chaldean

exiles "
: and from thence, with the native pearls of the Perfian

Gulf, they were floated on rafts to the mouth of the Euphrates.

Mecca is placed almoil at an equal diftance, a month's journey, be-

tween Yemen on the right, and Syria on the left hand. The former

was the winter, the latter the fummer, ftation of her caravans j and

their feafonable arrival reUeved the iliips of India from the tedious

and troublefomc navigation of the Red Sea. In the markets of

Saana and Merab, in the harbours of Oman and Aden, the camels

of the Koreifliites were laden with a precious cargo of aromatics ; a

fupply of corn and manufactures was purchafed in the fairs of Boftra

and Damafcus ; the lucrative exchange diiFufed plenty and riches

in the ilreets of Mecca ; and the nobleft of her fens united the love

of arms with the profefllon of merchandile ".

National in- The perpetual independence of the Arabs has been the theme of

of
"

Arabs, praife among ftrangers and natives ; and the arts of controverfy

transform this fmgular event into a prophecy and a miracle, in fa-

"' Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 11 10. See one of ran. Sural cvi. p. 503. Pocock, Specimen,

thefe fait houfes near Baflbra, in d'Herbelot, p. 2. D'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 361.

Bibliot. Orient, p. 6. Prideaux's Life of Mahomet, p. 5. Gag-
*" Mirum didlu ex innumeris populis pars nier. Vie de Mahomet, toni. i. p. 72. 12c.

requa in commirciis aut in latrocinlis cicgit 126, &C.

(Plin. Hi.1. Nat. vi. 32.). See Sale's Ko-

vour
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vour of the pofterity of Ifmael". Some exceptions, that can neithei•

be diflembled nor eUided, render this mode of reafoning as indifcrcet

as it is fuperfluous : the kingdom of Yemen has been fucceflively

fubdued by the Abyfluiians, the Perfians, the fukans of Egypt",

and the Turks "
: the holy cities of Mecca and Medina have re-

peatedly bowed under a Scythian tyrant ; and the Roman province

of Arabia "^ embraced the peculiar wildernefs in which Ifmael and

his fons muil have pitched their tents in the face of their brethren.

Yet thefe exceptions are temporary or local ; the body of the nation

4*as-xfcaped the yoke of the moil powerful monarchies : the arms of

Sefoftris and Cyrus, of Pompey and Trajan, could never atchieve

the conqueft of Arabia ; the prefent fovereign of the Turks ^' may
exercife a ihadow of jurifdidion, but his pride is reduced to folicit

the friendfhip of a people, whom it is dangerous to provoke and

fruitlefs to attack. The obvious caufes of their freedom are infcribed

179

*" A namelefs doflor (Univerfal Hift. vol.

XX. oftavo edition) has formally de7>tonfirated

the truth of Chrillianity by the independence

of the Arabs. A critic, befides the excep-

tions of faft, might difpute the meaning of

the text (Genef. xvi. 12.), the extent of the

application, and the foundation of tJie pe-

digree.
"^ It was fubdued, A. D. 1 173, by a bro-

ther of the great Saladin, who founded a

dynaftyof Curds or Ayoubites (Guignes, Hift.

des Huns, torn. i. p. 425. D'Herbelot,

p. 477.).

^^ By the lieutenant of Soliman I. (A. D.

1538) and Selim II. (1568). See Cantemir's

Hift. of the Othman empire, p. 201. 221.

The Paiha, who refided at Saara, commanded
twenty-one Beys, but no revenue was ever

remitted to the Porte (Marfigli, Stato Mi-

litare dell' Jmperio Ottomanno, p. 124.), and

the Turks were expelled about the year 1630

(Niebuhr. p. 167, 168.).

^* Of the Roman province, under the name
of Arabia and the third Palelline, the princi-

Aa

pal cities were Boftra and Petra, which dated

their aera from the year 105, when they were
fubdued by Palma a lieutenant of Trajan
(DionCaiTius.I.lxviii.). Petra was the capital

of the Nabath.-5ans ; whofe name is derived

from the eldeft of the fons of Ifmael (Genef.

XXV. 12, &c. with the Commentaries of Jerom,

Le Clerc, and Calmet). Juilinian relin-

quiihed a palm country often days journey to

the foath of ^lah (Procop. de Bell. Perfic.

1. i. c. 19.), and the Romans maintained a

centurion and a cuftom-houfe (Arrian in Pe-

riplo Maris Erythrsi, p. 11. in Hudfon,

torn, i.), at a place {u-^y.r, y.-^^LY, Pagus Albus

Hawara) in the territory of Medina (d'An-

ville Memoire fur I'Egypte, p. 243.). Thefe
real pofleffions, and fome qaval inroads of

Trajan (Perjpl. p. 14, 15.), are magnified by
hiilory and medals into the Roman conquelt

of Arabia,

^5 Niebuhr (Defcription de I'Arabie, p,

502, 303. 329

—

331.) affords the moil: recent:

and authentic intelligence of the Turkilli em-
pire in Arabia.

2 on
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oil tlic charader nud country of the Arabs. Many ages before Ma-

homet '"*, their intrepid valour had been fcverely felt by their neigh-

bours in ofFenfive and defenfive war. The patient and adlive vir-

tues of a fokUcr are infenfibly nurfed in the habits and difcipline of

a paftoral life. The care of the llieep and camels is abandoned to

the women of the tribe ; but the martial youth under the banner of

the emir, is ever on horcfcback, and in the field, to pradife the

cxercife of the bow, the javelin, and the fcymetar. The long me-

mory 'of their independence is the firmcft pledge of its perpetuity,

and fucceeding generations are animated to prove their defcent and

to maintain their inheritance. Their domeftic feuds are fufpended on

the approach of a common enemy; and in their laft hoililities againft

the Turks, the caravan of Mecca was attacked and pillaged by four-

fcorc thoufand of the confederates. When they advance to battle, the

hope of vidory is in the front; in the rear, the aiTurance of a retreat.

Their horfes and camels, who in eight or ten days can perform a

march of four or five hundred miles, difappear before the conqueror;

the fecret waters of the defert elude his fearch ; and his vidorious

troops are confumed with thirft, hunger, and fatigue, in the pur-

fuit of an invifible foe, who fcorns his efforts, and fafely repofes in

the heart of the burning folitude. The arms and deferts of the

Bedoweens are not only the fafeguards of their own freedom, but

the barriers alfo of the happy Arabia, whofe inhabitants, remote

from war, arc enervated by the luxury of the foil and climate. The

lc"-ions of Auguftus melted aviMy in difeafe and laiTitude"; and it

is only by a naval power that the reduction of Yemen has been

" Diodorus Siculus (torn. ii. I.xix. p. 390 near Medina, and marched near a thoufand

jcjj. edit. Wefll-ling) has clearly cxpofed miles into the part of Yemen between March

the freedom of the Nabathxan Arabs, who re- and the Ocean. The non ante devidis S.ibes

filled the arms of Antigonus and his fon. reglbus (Od. i. 29.), and the intadi Ara-

^' Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 1127— 1129. Plin. bum thefauri (Od. iii. 24.) ofHorace, atte.1

Ilift. Natur. vi. 32. .iElius Gallus landed the virgin purity of Arabia.

2 fuccefsfully
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fuccefsfully attempted. When Mahomer eredled his holy ftandard", C y^ P.

that kingdom was a province of the Perfian empire
;

yet feven . ^—<>

princes of the Homcrites ftill reigned in the mountains; and the vice-

gerent of Chofroes was tempted to forget his diilant country and his

unfortunate mafter. The hiftorians of the age of Juftinian repre-

fent the ftate of the independent Arabs, who were divided by iu-

tereil or affection in the long quarrel of the Eaft : the tribe of Gajfan

was allowed to encamp on the Syrian territory : the princes of H'lrn

were permitted to form a city about forty miles to the fouthv.ai-d

of the ruins of Babylon. Their fervice in the field was fpeedy and

vigorous ; but their friendihip was venal, their faith inconftant, their

enmity capricious : it was an eafier tafk to excite than to difarm

thefe roving Barbarians ; and, in the familiar intercourfe of war,

they learned to fee, and to defpife, the fplendid weaknefs both of

Rome and of Perfia. From Mecca to the Euphrates, the Arabian

tribes
"^ were confounded by the Greeks and Latins, under the gene-

ral appellation of Saracens''", a name which every Chriftian

mouth has been taught to pronounce v^^ith terror and abhorrence.

The flaves of domeftic tyranny may vainly exult in their national ^'''°!'' ^°'
' "^ '

' meiiic free-

independence ; but the Arab is perionally free ; and he enjoys, in dom and
charafler.

*' See the imperfeft hiftory of Yemen in obfcurely from the village of Saraka (asra

Pocock, Specimen, p. 55— 66. of Hira, p. 66 NxjSjTuivr. Stephan. de Urbibus), moreplau-
— 74. of Gaflan, p. 7;—78. as far as it could fibly from the Arabic words, which iignify a

be known or preferved in the time of igno- thie'vifl? c\\^ra&er, or Oriental Cir.\i!iuou, (Holt-

rance. inger. Hill.. Oriental. I. i. c. i. p. 7, 8. Po-

'^ The YxfctKYMxce !^-jf.ii, avficcoi;, xat cock. Specimen, p. 33— 35. Ail'enian. Bi-

77!-.•/ aj.Ti.Tffr.f/.oyofioi, cchaTTorti, are de- biiot. Orient, torn. iv. p. 567.). Yet the laft

fcribed by Menander (Excerpt. Legation, and moft popular of thefe etymologies, is re-

p.149.), Procopius (de Bell. Perfic. l.i. c. 17. futed by Pt,)lemy (Arabia, p. 2. 18. in Hud-
19. 1. ii. c. 10.) ; and, in the mod lively co- fon, toni. iv.), who e.xprefsly remarks the

lours.byAmmianusMarcellinus (l.xiv.c.4.), weftem and fouthern pofition of the Saracens,

who had fpoken of them as early as the reign then an obfcure tribe on the borders of Egypt,
of Marcus. The appellation cannot therefore allude to

^° The name which, ufed by Ptolemy and any nnliiDial chira&er ; and, fince it was im-

Fliny in a more confined, by Ammianus and pofed by ftrangers, it muil be found, not ia

Procopius in a larger, fenfe, has been derived, the Arabic, bat in a foreign language.

ridicuoufly, from Sarai, the wife of Abraham,

feme
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c II P. fome degree, the benefits of fociety, without forfeiting the preroga-

\_ ,
— ji tivcs of nature. In every tribe, fuperftition, or gratitude, or fortune,

has exalted a particular family above the heads of their equals. The

dignities of Iheich and emir invariably defcend in this chofen race
;

but the order of fucceiTion is loofe and precarious ; and the moil

worthy or aged of the noble kinfmen are preferred to the fmiple,

though important, office of compofing difputes by their advice, and

guiding valour by their example. Even a female of ferife and

fpirit has been permitted to command the countrymen of Zenobia ^'.

The momentary jundion of feveral tribes produces an army: their

more laRing union conilitutes a nation ; and the fupremc chief, the

emir of emirs, \vhofe banner is difplayed at their head, may deferve,

in the eyes of ftrangers, the honours of the kingly name. If the

Arabian princes abufe their power, they are quickly puniflied by the

defertion of their fubjeds, who had been accuftomed to a mild and

parental jurifdidion. Their fpirit is free, their fteps are unconfined,

the defert is open, and the tribes and families are held together by a

mutual and voluntary compad. The fofter natives of Yemen fup-

ported the pomp and majcfty of a monarch j but if he could not

leave his palace without endangering his life ^\ the adive powers of

gOA'ernment muft have been devolved on his nobles and magiftrates.

The cities of Mecca and Medina prefent, in the heart of Afia, the

form, or rather the fubftance, of a commonwealth. The grandfather

of Mahomet, and his lineal anccftors, appear in foreign and do-

meftic tranfadions as the princes of their country ; but they reigned,

" Saraceni . . . . mulieres aiunt in cos rcg- Hudfon, tom. i.), Diodorus Siculus (torn, i,

nare (Expofitio totius Mundi, p. 3. in Hud- 1. iii. c. 47. p. 215.)» ^"'^ Strabo (1. xvi. p,

fon, to:n. iii.). The reign of Mavia is fa- 1124. ). But I much fufpeil that this is one of

ir.ous in ccdcfiaftical ftory. Pocock, Speci- the popular talcs, or extraordinary accidents,

inen, pi 69. 83. which the credulity of travellers fo often tranf-

'- M;i tliivai sktuv ;3i<iri>.£)iM, is the report of forms into a fad, a cuiiom, and a law.

AgAtharades de Mari Rubro, p. 63, 64. in

like
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like Pericles at Athens, or the Medici at Florence, by the opinion of C A P.

their wifdom and integrity ; their influence was divided with their " ^
'

patrimony ; and the fceptre was transferred from the uncles of the

prophet to a younger branch of the tribe of Koreifli. On folemn

occailons they convened the aflembly of the people ; and, fince

mankind muil be either compelled or perfuaded to obey, the ufe and

reputation of oratory among the ancient Arabs is the clearefl: evidence

of public freedom ". But their fnnple freedom was of a very different

caft from the nice and artificial machinery of the Greek and Roman

republics, in which each member pofleired an undivided ihare of the

civil and political rights of the community. In the more fmiple ftate

of the Arabs, the nation is free, becaufe each of her fons difdains a

bafe fubmiffion to the will of a mafter. His breail is fortified with

the auftere virtues of courage, patience, and fobriety : the love of

independence prompts him to exercife the habits of felf-command
;

and the fear of diihonour guards him from the meanner apprehen-

fion of pain, of danger, and of death. The gravity and firmnefs of

the mind is confpicuous in his outward demeanor : his fpeech is

flow, weighty, and concife, he is feldom provoked to laughter, his

only gefture is that of ftroking his beard, the venerable fymbol of

manhood ; and the fenfe of his own importance teaches him to ac-

coft his equals without levity, and his fupericrs without awe". The

liberty of the Saracens furvived their conquefts : the firfi; caliphs

indulged the bold and familiar language of their fubjcds : they

^^ Non gloriabsntur antiquitus Arabef.niii ^+ I muft remind the reader that d'Arvieu.v,

gladio, hofpite, et elojueniia (Sephadius, d'Herbelot, and Niebuhr, rcprefent, in the

apudPocock, Spectmcn, p. i6l, 162). This moft lively colours, the manners and govcrn-

gift of fpeech they Ihared only with the Per- mcnt of the Arabs, which are illuftrated by

fians ; and the fententious Arabs would pro- many incidental paiTages in tlie life of Ma-
bably have difdained the fimple and fublirae hornet,

logic of Demofthenes.

7 afcended
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C II A P. afcended the pulpit to pcrfuade and edify the congregation ; nor

c—V—-^ was it before the feat of empire was removed to the Tigris, that the

Abbaffides adopted the proud and pompous ceremonial of the Perfian

and Byzantine courts.

Civil wars In the ftudy of nations and men, we may obferve the caufes that

revenge. render them hoilile or friendly to each other, that tend to narrov or

enlarge, to mollify or exafperate, the focial charadiler. The fepara-

tion of the Arabs from the reft of mankind, has accuftomed them to

confound the ideas of ftranger and enemy ; and the poverty of the

hind has introduced a maxim of jurifprudcnce, which they believe

and pradlife to the prefent hour. They pretend, that in the divifion

of the earth the rich and fertile climates were afligned to the other

branches of the human family ; and that the pofterity of the outlaw

Ifmael might recover, by fraud or force, the portion of inheritance

of which he had been unjuftly deprived. According to the remark

of Pliny, the Arabian tribes arc equally addidled to theft and mer-

chandife : the caravans that traverfe the defert are ranfomed or pil-

laged; and their neighbours, fmce the remote times of Job and Sefof-

tris ", have been the viilims of their rapacious fpirit. If a Bedo-

ween difcovers from afar a folitary traveller, he rides furioufly againft

him, crying, with a loud voice, " Undrefs thyfelf, thy aunt (my
*' ivifc) is without a garment." A ready fubmiilion entitles him to

mercy ; rcfiftance Vv-ill pro\Oke the aggreiror, and his own blood

muft expiate the blood which he prefumes to flied in legitimate

defence. A fingle robber, or a few afiociates, are branded with

their genuine name ; but the exploits of a numerous band aflume

the charader of lawful and honourable war. The temper of a

35 Obfervethe firll chapter of Job, and tlie Hycfos, the ihcpherd-kings, they had formerly

long wall of 1500 ftadia, which Sefollris built fubdued Egypt (Mariliam, Canon. Chrcn.

from Pelufium to Heliopolis (Diodor. Sicu!. p. 98— 163, &c.).

torn. i. 1. i. p. 67.). Under ihe name of

people,
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people, thus armed againft mankind, was doubly infiamed by the C H A P.

domeftic hcencc of rapuie, murder, and revenge. In the conftitution »_—^——

'

of Europe, the right of peace and war is now confined to a fmall,

and the adual exercife to a much fmaller, lift of refpedable poten-

tates ; but each Arab, with impunity and renown, might point his

javelin againft the life of his countryman. The union of the nation

confifted only in a vague refemblance of language and manners ; and

in each community, the jurifdiiStion of the magiftrate was mute and

impotent. Of the time of ignorance Avhich preceded INIahomet,

feventeen hundred battles "^ are recorded by tradition : hoftility was

embittered with the rancour of civil faction ; and the recital, in profe

or verfe, of an obfolete feud was fufficient to rekindle the fame paf-

iions among the defcendents of the hoftile tribes. In private life,

every man, at leaft every family, was the judge and avenger of its

own caufe. The nice fenfibility of honour, which weighs the infult

rather than the injury, fheds its deadly venom on the quarrels of

the Arabs : the honour of their women, and of their beards^ is moft

eafily wounded ; an indecent aftlon, a contemptuous word, can be

expiated only by the blood of the offender ; and fuch is their patient

inveteracy, that they exped; whole months and years the opportunity

of revenge. A fine or compenfation for murder is familiar to the

Barbarians of every age : but in Arabia the kinfmen of the dead are

at liberty to accept the atonement, or to exercife with their own hands

the law of retaliation. The refined malice of the Arabs refufes even

the head of the murderer, fubftitutes an innocent to the guilty per-

fon, and transfers the penalty to the beft and moft confiderable of

the race by whom they have been injured. If he falls by their

hands, they are expofed in their turn to the danger of reprifals, the

3« Or, according to another account, 1200 ix•'' and x''" century. The famous war of
(d'Herbelot, BibliothequeOrientale, p.75.): Dahes and Gabrah was occafioned by two
the two hiflorians who wrote of the Ayam al horfes, lafted forty years, and ended in a
Arab, the baitles of the Arabs, lived in the proverb (Pocock, Specimen, p. 48.).

. Vol. \. b intereft
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C HAP. intereft and principal of the bloody debt are accumulated ; the indivi-

^^—,/
' duals of either family lead a life of malice and fufpicion, and fifty years

may fomctimes elapfe before the account of vengeance be finally

fettled ". This fanguinary fpirit, ignorant of pity or forgivenefs, has

been moderated, however, by the maxims of honour, which require

in every private encounter fome decent equality of age and ftrength,

Annual of numbers and weapons. An annual feftival of two, perhaps of four,

months, was obferved by the Arabs before the time of Mahomet,

during which their Iwords were religioufly iheathcd both in foreign

and domeftlc hoftility ; and this partial truce is more ftrongly ex-

preiTive of the habits of anarchy and warfare ''.

Their fecial But the fpirit of rapine and revenge was attempered by the milder

and virtues, influence of trade and literature. The folitary peninfula is encom-

pafled by the moft civilized nations of the ancient world : the mer-

chant is the friend of mankind ; and the annual caravans imported

the firll feeds of knowledge and politenefs into the cities, and even

the camps of the dcfert. Whatever may be the pedigree of the

Arabs, their language is derived from the fame original flock with

the Hebrew, the Syriac, and the Chaldcean tongues ; the independ-

ence of the tribes was marked by their peculiar dlaleds'' ; but each,

after their own, allowed a juft preference to the pure and perfpicuous

'' The modern theory and praftice of the ix'* chapter of the Koran, p. 154, &c. Ca-

Arabs in the revenge of murder, are de- firi, Bibliot. Hifpano-Arabica, torn. ii. p. 20,

fcribed by Niebuhr (Defcription, p. 26

—

21.).

ji.). The hardier features of antiquity may '» Arrian, in the fccond century, remarks

be traced in the Koran, c. z. p. 20. c. 17. (in Periplo Maris Erytkra:i, p. 12.) the par-

p. 230. with Sale's Obfervaticns. tial or total difference of the dialcdls of the

5' Procopius (de Bell. Perfic. 1. i.e. 16.) Arabs. Their language and letters are co-

places the tivo holy months about the fum- pioufly treated by Pocock (Specimen, p. 150

mer folftice. The Arabians confecrate /i)»»- —154.), Cwfiri (Bibliot. Hifpano-Arabica,

months of the year—the firft, feventh, elc- tom. i. p. i. 83. 292. tom. ii. p. 25, itc),

\enth, and twelfth ; and pretend, that in a and Niebuhr (Defcription de I'Arabie, p. 72
long feries of ages the truce was infringed —86.). I pafs Hightly ; I am not fond of

enly four or fix times (Sale's Preliminary repeating words like a parrot.

Difcourfe, p. 147— 150. and Notes on the

10 idiom
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idiom of Mecca. In Aralna as well as in Greece, the perfeiiliou of ^ p.

language outftripped the refinement of manners ; and her fpeech »_ ,-- ^
could diverfify the fourfcore names of honey, the two hundred of a

ferpent, the five hundred of a lion, the thoufand of a fword, at a

time when this copious didionary was entrufted to the memory of

an illiterate people. The monuments of the Homerites were in-

fcribed witli an obfolete and myfterious charader ; but the Cufic

letters, the ground-work of the prefent alphabet, were invented on

the banks of the Euphrates ; and the recent invention was tauglit .

at Mecca by a ftranger who fettled in that city after the birth of

Mahomet. The arts of grammar, of metre, and of rhetoric, were

unknown to the freeborn eloquence of the Arabians ; but their pe-

netration was iharp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit ftrong and

fententious*°, and their more elaborate compofitions were addrefied

with energy and efied to the minds of their hearers. The genius Love of

and merit of a rifing poet was celebrated by the applaufe of his own
and the kindred tribes. A folemn banquet was prepared, Ifnd a

chorus of women, ftriking their tymbals, and difplaying the pomp of

their nuptials, fung in the prefence of their fons and huibands the

felicity of their native tribe ; that a champion had now appeared to

vindicate their rights ; that a herald had raifed his voice to immor-

talife their renown. The diftant or hoftile tribes refortcd to an

annual fair which was aboliihed by the fanaticifm of the firll: Mof-

lems ; a national aflembly that muft have contributed to refine and

harmonife the Barbarians. Thirty days were employed in the ex-

change, not only of corn and wine, but of eloquence and poetry. The

«° A familiar tale in Volta're's Zadig PaleRine, p. 92. ), denies the boafted fupeii-

(le Chien et le Cheval) is related, to prove ority of the Bedoweens, The one hundred
the natural fagacity of the Arabs (d'Herbe- and fixty-nine fentences of Ali (tranflated

lot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 120, 121. Gagnier, by Ockley, London, 171 8) afford a jufl and
Vie de Mahomet, torn. i. p. 37—46.) ; but favourable fpecimen of Arabian wit.

d'Arvieux, or railier La Roque (Voyage de

b 2 prize
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C P. pri/e was dlfputed by the generous emulation of the bards; the

< ,— u vidtorious perforniance was depofited in the archives of princes and

emirs ; and we may read in our own language, the feven original

poems which were infcribed in letters of gold, and fufpended in the

temple of Mecca *'. The Arabian poets were the hiftorians and

moralifls of the age ; and if they fympathifed with the prejudices,,

they infpired and crowned the virtues, of their countrymen. The

indiiToluble union of gcncrofity and valour was the darling theme

of their fong ; and when they pointed their keeneft fatirc againft a

uefpicable race, they affirmed, in the bitternefs of reproach, that the

Ex2mples of men knew not how to give, nor the women to deny". The fame
generoiit).

i^ofpitality, was pradifed by Abraham and celebrated by

Homer, is ftill renewed in the camps of the Arabs. The ferocious

Bedowcens, the terror of the defert, embrace, without enquiry or

hcfitation, the Rranger who dares to confide in their honour and to

enter their tent. His treatment is kind and refpedful : he Ihares the-

wealth or the poverty of liis hoft ; and, after a needful repoie, he is

difmiffed on his way, with thanks, with bleffings, and perhaps with

"ifts. The heart and hand are more largely expanded by the wants

of a brother or a friend ; but the heroic adls that could deferve the

public applaufe, muft have furpaiTcd the narrow meafure of difcrc-

tion and experience. A difputc had arifcn, who, among the citizens

of Mecca, 35 entitled to the prize of gcnerofity ; and a fucceffive

application was made to the three who were deemed moil worthy of

the tiial. Abdallah,the fon of Abbas, had undertaken a diftant jour-

ncv and his foot was in the ftirrup when he heard the voice of a

*' I'ocock (Specimen, p. 158 — 161.) and ed in Engliili by Sir William Jones ; but his

Cafiri (Uibliot. Hifpano-Arabica, torn. i. honourable mifllon to India has deprived us

p. 48. 84, &c. 119. torn. ii. p. 17, &c.) fpcak of his own notes, far more intercfting tharL

uf the Arabian poets before Mahomet; the the obfcure and obfolete text,

ieven poems of the Caaba have been publiHi- ;•" Sale's I'relimin.ir)• Difcourfc, p. 29, 30-

fuppliantj
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fuppliant, " fon of the uncle of the apoille of God, I am a tra- CHAP.
" veller and in diftrefs." He Inftantly difmounted to prefent the < /-—

',

pilgrim with his camel, her rich caparifon, and a purfe of four thou-

fand pieces of gold, excepting only the fword, either for its intrinfic

value, or as the gift of a honoured kinfman. The fervaut of Kais

informed the fecond fuppliant that his mailer was afleep ; but he im-

mediately added, " Here is a purfe of feven thoufand pieces of gold

" (it is all we have in the houfe), and here is an order, that will en-

" title you to a camel and a flave ;" the mailer, as foon as he awoke,

pralfed and enfranchifed his faithful ileward, with a gentle reproof,

that by refpefting his flumbers he had ilinted his bounty. The third

of thefe heroes, the blind Arabah, at the hour of prayer, was fup-

porting his ileps on the llioulders of two flaves. " Alas '" he replied,

" my cofiers are empty ! but thefe you may fell ; if you refufe,

" renounce them." At thefe words, puihing away the youths, he

groped along the wall with his ftaiF. The chara£ler of Hatem 13

the perfect model of Arabian virtue ^"
; he was brave and liberal, art

eloquent poet and a fuccefsful robber : forty camels v/ere roailed at

his hofpitable feafts ; and at the prayer of a fuppliant enemy, he re-

ilorcd both the captives and the fpoil. The freedom of his country-

men difdained the laws of juftice : they proudly indulged the /pon-

taneous impulfe of pity and benevolence.

The religion of the Arabs **, as well as of the Indians, confilled -'ncient idc-

in the worfhip of the fun, the moon, and the fixed ftars, a primitive

and fpecious mode of fuperftltion. The bright luminaries of the

''^ D'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 458. *+ Whatever can now be known of the

Gagnier, V ie de Mahomet, torn. iii. p. i iS. idolatry of the ancient Arabians, may be

Caab and Hefnus (Pocock, Specimen, pi 4j. found in Pocock (Specimen, p. 89— 136.

46.48.) were likewife confpicuous for their 163, 164.). His profound erudition is more
liberality; and the latter is elegantly praifed clearly and concifely interpreted by Sale (Pre-

by an Arabian poet: " Videbis eiim cum ac- liminary Difcourfc, p. 14—24.) ; and Afle-

" ceiTcris e.vnltantcni, ac fi dares illi quod ab nianni (Bibliot. Orient, torn. iv. p. 5S0—590.)
" illo peils." lia; added fome valuable remarks.

9 iky
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C . il^y difplay the viilble image of a Deity : their number and diilance

convey to a philofophic, or even a vulgar, eye, the idea of boundleCs

fpace : the cliarafler of eternity is marked on thefe foUd globes, that

fecm incapable of corruption or decay : the regularity of their mo-

tions may be afcribed to a principle of reafon or inftincft ; and their

real or imiiglnary influence encourages the vain belief that the earth

and its inliabltants arc the objeiit of their peculiar care. The fcience

of afironomy Avas cultivated at Babylon ; but the fchool of the

Arabs was a clear firmament and a naked plain. In their noClurnal

marches, they fleered by the guidance of the ftars : their names, and

order, and daily ftation, were familiar to llie curiofity and devotion

of the Bedoween ; and he was taught by experience to divide in.

twenty-eight parts, the zodiac of the moon, and to blefs the conftel-

Jations who refreflied, with falutary rains, the thirft of the defert.

The reign of tlie heavenly orbs could not be extended beyond the

vifible fphere ; and fome metaphyfical powers \vere neccflary to fuf-

tain the tranfmigration of fouls and the refurreQion of bodies : a

camel was left to pcrifli on the grave, that he might ferve his mailer

in another life ; and the invocation of departed fpirits implies that

they were ilill endowed with confcioufnefs and power. I am igno-

rant, and I am carelefs, of the bhnd mythology of the Barbarians

;

of the local deities, of the ilars, the air, and the earth, of their fcx

or titles, their attributes or fubordination. Each tribe, each family

each independent warrior, created and changed the rites and the

objedl of his fantailic worfliip ; but the nation, in every age, has

The Caaba, bowed to the religion, as well as to the language, of Mecca. The

Meccaf^" genuine antiquity of the Caaba afcends beyond the Chriilian sera :

in defcrlbing the coaft of the Red Sea, the Greek hiftorian Diodorus"'

has

•" Ufov liftrai Tifioif.iKi» vm rru-.Txy correitlv appofite, that I am furprifed how

/?« TrsfiiTcTsfo» (Diodor. Sicul. tom.i. I. iii. this curious partage fliould have been read

p. 211.). The charafter and poficion are fo without notice or application. Yet this fa-

mous
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h'as remarked, between the Thamudites and the Saba'ans, a famous CHAP,
temple, whofe fuperior fandity was revered by all the Arabians : ..—,-',_/

the Une nor filken veil, which is annually renev/ed by the Turkifh

emperor, was firft offered by a pious king of the Homerites, who

reigned feven hundred years before the time of Mahomet ^°. A tent

or a cavern might fuffice for the woriliip of the favages, but an edi-

fice of ftone and clay has been erected in its place ; and the art and

power of the monarchs of the Eaft have been confined to the fim-

plicity of the original model *'. A fpacious portico inclofes the

quadrangle of the Caaba ; a fquare chapel, twenty-four cubits long,

twenty-three broad, and twenty-feven high : a door and a window

admit the light j the double roof is fupported by three pillars of

wood ; a fpout (now of gold) difcharges the rain-water, and the well

Zemzem is protefted by a dome from accidental pollution. The

tribe of Koreilh, by fraud or force, had acquired the cuftody of the

Caaba : the facerdotal office devolved through four lineal defcents

to the grandfather of Mahomet ; and the family of the Haihemites,

from whence he fprung,,was the moft refpedlable and facred in the

eyes of their country "'. The precinds of Mecca enjoyed the rights

of

mous temple had been overlooked by Aga- Egyptian linen (Abulfeda, in Vit. Moham-
tharcides (de Mari Riibro, p. 58. in Hudfon, med. c. 6. p. 14.).

torn. i.). whom Diodorus copies in the reft of " The original plan of the Caaba (which

thedefcription. Was the Sicilian more know- is fervilely copied in Sale, the Univerfal Hif-

ing than the Egyptian ? Or was the Caaba tory, arc.) was aTiirldfti draught, which Re-
built between the years of Rome 650 and land (tie Religione Mohammedica, p. 113-, the dates of their refpeftive hiftories ? 123.) has correfted and explained from the beft

(Dodwell, in DilTcrt. ad torn, i, Hudfon, authorities. For the defcription and legend of

p. 72. Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, torn. ii. the Caaba, confult Pccock (Specimen, p. 1 15

p. 770.) — 122.), theBibliothequeOrientaleof d'Her-
** Focock, Specimen, p. 60, 61. From belot (Caaba, Hagier, Zemzem, &c.), and

the death of Mahomet we afcend to 68, from Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 1 14— 122.).

his birth to 129, years, before the Chriftian *^ Cofa, the fifth anceftor of Mahomet,
aera. The veil or curtain, which is now of mull have ufurped the Caaba A. D. 440; but
filk and gold, was no more than a piece of the llory is differently told by Jannabi (Gag-

nier,

,
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CHAP, of fanduary ; and, in the laft month of each year, the city and the

' » ' temple were crowded with a long train of pilgrims, who prefented

tlieir A'ows and offerings in the houfe of God. The lame rites, which

are now accompliflied by the faithful Mufulman, were invented and

pradtifed by the fupcrftition of the idolaters. At an awful diilance

t'hey call away their garments : fevcu times, with hafty ftcps, they

encircled the Caaba, and kiffcd the black ilone : fcvcn times they

vifited and adored the adjacent mountains : feven times they threw

ftories into the valley of Mina ; and the pilgrimage was atchieved,

as at the prefent hour, by a facrificeof ihecp and camels, and the

burial of their hair and nails in the confecrated ground. Each tribe

either found or introduced in the Caaba their domcftic Avorfliip :

the temple was adorned, or defiled, with three hundred and fixty

idols of men, eagles, lions, and antelopes; and moft confpicuous was

the ftatue of Hebal, of red agate, holding in his hand feven arrows,

without heads or feathers, the inftruments and fymbols of proEuie

divination. But this ftatue was a monument of Syrian arts : the

devotion of the ruder ages was content with a pillar or a tab-let•;

and the rocks of the defert were hewn into gods or altars, in imita-

tion of the black ftone" of Mecca, which is deeply tainted with the

Eacrificesand reproach of an idolatrous origin. From Japan to Peru, the ufc of

facrifice has univerfally prevailed ; and the votary has exprcfied

his gratitude, or fear, by deftroying or confuming, in honour of

the gods, the deareft and moft precious of their gifts. The life of a

nier, ' de Mahomet, torn. i. p. 65—69.) proach is furiouily re-echoed by the Chriilians

and by Abulfeda (in Vit. Moham. c. 6. (Clemens Alex, in Protreptico, p. 40. Arno-

p.iv)• bius contra Gentcs, I. vi. p. 246.). Yetthefe
*'-' In the fecond century, Maximus of ftones were no other than the ;3; of Syria

Tyre attributes to the Arabs the worihip of a and Greece, fo renowned in facred and pro-

ftone

—

9& , on-tip! it « oiSa•, is fane antiquity (Eufeb. Prrcp. Evangel, l.i.. tiJoij ? ri» TiTfayin; (di/Tert. viii. p. 37. Marfliam, CanoH. ChroH. p. 54— 56.).

torn. i. p. 14Z, edit. Reiilce) ; and the re-

man
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man '"
is the moft precious oblation to deprecate a public calamity :

C A p,

the altars of Phoenicia and Egypt, of Rome and Carthage, have ' ^—>
been polluted with human gore: the cruel practice was long pre-

ferred among the Arabs ; in the third century, a boy was annually

facrificed by the tribe of the Dumatians" ; and a royal captive was

pioufly flaughtered by the prince of the Saracens, the ally and fol-

dier of the emperor Juftinian ^\ A parent who drags his fon to

the altar, exhibits the moft painful and fublime effort of fanaticifm :

the deed, or the intention, was fandified by the example of faints

and heroes ; and the father of Mahomet himfelf was devoted by a

rafh vow, and hardly ranfomed for the equivalent of an hundred

camels. In the time of ignorance, the Arabs, like the Jews and

Egyptians, abftained from the tafte of fwine's fleih"; they circum-

cifed'* their children at the age of puberty : the fame cuftoms, without

the cenfure or the precept of the Koran, have been filently tranf-

mitted to their pofterity and profelytes. It has been fagacioufly con-

'" The two horrid fubjeils of A>jfo9u5-ix and ger and efcape of Abdallah, is a tradition ra-

naiobDicria, are accurately difculTed by the ther than a fail (Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet,

learned Sir John Mariham (Canon. Chron. torn. i. p. 82—84.).

p. 76—78.301— 304. ). Sanchoniatho derives " Suillis carnibus abftinent, fays Solinue

the Phoenician facrifices from the example of (Polyhiftor. c. 33.), who copies Pliny (l.viii.

Chronus; but we are ignorant whether Chro- c.6S.)in the llrange fuppofition, that hogs

nus lived before or after Abraham, or indeed cannot live in Arabia. The Egyptians were

whether he lived at all. artuated by a natural and fuperllitious horror

'" '; Exa^o» •7?;, is the reproach for that unclean beaft (Marfham, Canon,

of Porphyry; but he likewife imputes to the p. 205.). The old Arabians likewife prac-

Roman the fame barbarous cuftom, which, tifcd, coitum, the rite of ablution (Hero-

A.U.C. 637, had been finally abolifhcd. dot. I.i. c.8o.), which is fandilied by the

Dumu^cha, Daumat al Gendal, is noticed by Mahometan law (Reland, p. 75, &c. Char-

Ptolemy (Tabul. p. ;7. Arabia, p. 9.— 29.) din, or ratlier the MoUah of Shaw Abbas,

and Abulfeda (p.57.); and maybe found in tom.iv. p. 71, &c.).

d'.-'invil'e's maps, in the mid-defert between 5t The Mahometan doflors are not fond of

Chaibar and Tadmor. the fubjjft ; yet they hold circumcifion necef-
'• Frocopius (de Bell. Perfico, I.i. c. :S.), fary to falvation, and even pretend that Ma-

Evagrius (1. vi. c. 21.), and Pocock (Speci- hornet was miraculoufly born without a fore-

men, p. 72. 86.), atteft the human facrifices ikin (Pocock, Specimen, p. 319, 320- Sale's

of the Arabs in the vi'" centu'v. The dan- Preliminary Dilcourfe, p. 106, 107.)•

Vol. V. C c jedured.
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CHAP, jedured, that the artful legiflator indulged the ilubborn prejudices

>. -,— of his countrymen. It is more fuiiple to believe that he adhered to

the habits and opinions of his youth, ^vlthout foreleeing that a prac-

tice congenial to the climate of Mecca, might become ufelefs or in-

convenient on the banks of the Danube or the Volga.

Iniroduaion Arabia was free : tlie adjacent kingdoms were ihaken by the florms

bians.
"

of conqueft and tyranny, and the perfecuted fccts fled to the happy

land where they might profefs what they thought, and pradife what

they profefled. The religions of the Sabians and Magians, of the

Tews and Chrlftians, were diileminated from the Perfian Gulf to the

Red Sea. In a remote period of antiquity, Sabianifm was diffufed

over Afia by the fcicnce of the Chalda^ans " and the arms of the

Afiyrians. From the obfei'vations of two thoufand years, the priefts

and aftronomers of Babylon '* deduced the eternal laws of nature

and providence. They adored the feven gods or angels who di-

redted the courfe of the feven planets, and ihed their irrefiftible

influence on the earth. The attributes of the feven planets,

with the twelve figns of the zodiac, and the twenty-four

confl:ellations of the northern and fouthern hemifphere, were

reprefented by images and talifmans ; the feven days of the week

were dedicated to their refpedive deities ; the Sabians prayed

thrice each day ; and the temple of the moon at Haran was the

term of their pilgrimage ". But the flexible genius of their faith

was

" Diodorus Siculus (tom.i. l.ii. p.i4z

—

Marfliam, Canon. Chron. p. 474. who doubts

145.) has caft on their religion tiie curious the faft, bccaufe it is adverfe to his fyilems.

but fuperficlal glance of a Greek. Their Thecarlieft date of the Chaldean obfervaiions

aiironomy would be far more valuable: they is the year 2234 before Chrill. After the

had looked through the telefcopc of rcafon, conqucll of Babylon by Alexander, they were

fince they could doubt whether the fun were communicated, at therequeilof Arillotle, to

in the number of the planets or of the fixed the allronomer Hipparchus. What a mo-

lars, mcnt in the annals of fcience !

" Simplicius (who quotes Porphyry), de " Pocock (Specimen, p. 138— i46.),Hot-

Coelo, 1. ii. com.xlvi. p. 123. lin. 18. apud tingcr (Hill. Oriental, p. 162—X03.), Hyde
(de
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was always ready either to teach or to learn : in the tradition of the c A i'.

creation, the deluge, and the patriarchs, they held a fingular agree- v.—>. ^
ment with their Jewiih captires ; they appealed to the fecret books

of Adam, Seth, and Enoch ; and a flight infufion of the gofpel has

transformed the laft remnant of the Polytheifts into the Chriftians of

St. John, in the territory of BaiTora". The altars of Babylon were The Magi-

overturned by the Maglans ; but the injuries of the Sabians were

revenged by the fword of Alexander ; Perfui groaned above five

hundred years under a foreign yoke ; and the pureft difciples cf

Zoroailer efcaped from the contagion of idolatry, and breathed with

their adverfaries the freedom of the defert ". Seven hundred years The Jewi,

before the death of Mahomet, the Je\vs were fettled in Arabia : and

a far greater multitude was expelled from the holy land in the wars

of Titus and Hadrian. The induftrious exiles afpired to liberty and

power : they ereiled fynagogues in the cities and caftles in the wil-

dernefs, and their Gentile converts were confounded with the chil-

dren of Ifrael, whom they refembled in the outvirard mark of cir-

cumcifion. The Chriftian miffionaries were ftill more adlive and "^^^ ChriilU

ans.

fuccefsful : the Catholics aiferted their univerfal reign ; the feits

whom they oppreiTed fucceffively retired beyond the limits of the

Roman empire ; the Marcionites and Manichsans difperfed their

pbanta/^ic opinions and apocryphal gofpels ; the churches of Yemen,

and the princes of Hira and Gaffan, were inftruded in a purer creed

by the Jacobite and Neftorian biihops "". The liberty of choice was

prefented

(Je Religione Vet. Perfarum, p. 124. i;8. Oriental, torn. iv. p. 607—614.) may explain

&c.), d'Herbelot ^5a^/, p. 725, 726.), and their tenets. But it is a (lippery taik to afcer-

Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 14, 15.), ra- tain the creed of an ignorant people, afraid

ther excite than gratify our curiofity; and the and afhamed todifclofe their feCret tradition'^.

laftof thefe writers confounds Sabianifm with " The Magi were fixed in the province of

the primitive religion of the Arabs. Bahrein (Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, torn. lii.

5' D'Anville (I'Euphrate de le Tigre, p. 114.), and mingled with the old Arabians

p. 130— i47-) will fix the pofition of thefe (Pocock, Specimen, p. 146— 150.).

ambiguous Chriilians; Aflemannus (Bibliot. ^" The Hate of the Jews and Chriftians in

C c Arabia,
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CHAP, prefented to the tribes : each Arab was free to ele£t or to

V V—-/ his private rehgion : and the rude hiperftitioa of his houfe was

mingled with the fublime theology oi faints and philofophers. A
fundamental article of faith was inculcated by the confent of the

learned ftrangers ; the exiftence of one fupreme God, who is ex-

alted above the powers of heaven and earth, but who lias often re-

vealed hlmfelf to mankind by the miniftry of his angtis and pro-

phets, and whofe grace or juftice has interrupted, by feafonable mi-

racles, the order of nature. The moft rational of the Arabs ac-

Jinowledged his power, though they neglcdled his worfhip *'
; and it

was habit rather than convidlion that ilill attached them to the relics

of idolatry. The Jews and Chriftians Avere the people of the book;

the bible was already tranflated into the Arabic language ", and the

volume of the old teftament was accepted by the concord of thefe

implacable enemies. In the ftory of the Hebrew patriarchs, the

Arabs were pleafed to difcover the fathers of their nation. They

applauded the birth and promifes of Ifmael ; revered the faith and

virtue of Abraham ; traced his pedigree and their own to the crea-

tion of the firft man, and imbibed with equal credulity, the pro-

digies of the holy text, and the dreams and traditions of the Jewiih

rabbis.

Arabia, is defcribed by Pocock from Sharef- tion may be fairly inferred, i. From tlieptr

tani, &c. (Specimen, p. 60. 134, &c.). Hot- petual prafliceof the fynagoguc, of expound-

tinger (Hill. Orient, p. 212 — 258), d'Her- ing the Hebrew L-flon by a paraphrafe in the

belot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 474-476.), Baf- vulgar tongue- cf the country. 2. From the

' nage (Hith des Juifs, tom.vii. p. 185. torn, analogy of the Armenian, Perfian, vEihiopic

viii. p. 280.), and Sale (Preliminary Dif- verfions, exprefsly quoted by the fathers of

courfe, p. 22, &c. 33, £ic.). tl,e fifth century, who aflert that the Scrip-
*' In their offerings it was a maxim to de- tures were tranflated into all the Barbaric Ian-

fraud God for the profit of the idol, not a guages (Walton, Prolegomena ad Biblia Po-

more potent, but a more irritable patron lyglot. p. 34. 93—97. Simon, Hift. Critique

(Pocock, Specimen, p. icS, 109.). du V. et du N. Teftament, torn. i. p. 180,
" Our verfions now extant, whether Jewiih ,8,, 282—286. 293. 305, 306. tom. iv.

or Chriftian, appear more recent than the p. 206.)

Koran; but the exiftence of a prior cranAa

The
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Tiie bafe and plebeian origin of Mahomet is an unikllful calumny C II P.

of the Chriftians", who exalt inftead of degrading the merit of < -^ »

their adverfary. His defcent from Ifmael was a national privilege education of

or fable; but if the firft fteps of the pedigree'* are dark and doubt- '^^'.'

ful, he could produce many generations of pure and genuine nobi- s^9—^°9'

lity : he fprung from the tribe of Koreifh and the family of Hafhem,

the moil illuftrlous of the Arabs, the princes of Mecca, and the

hereditary guardians of the Caaba. The grandflither of IMahomet

was Abdol Motalleb, the fon of Hafhem, a wealthy and generous

citizen, who relieved the diftrefs of famine with the fupplies of com-

merce. Mecca, which had been fed by the liberality of the father,

was faved by the courage of the fon. The kingdom of Yemen was

fubjeft to the Chriftian princes of AbyiTmia ; their vaiTal Abrahah

was provoked by an infult to avenge the honour of the crofs ; and

the holy city was inverted by a train of elephants and an army of

Africans. A treaty was propofed ; and in the firft audience, the

grandfather of Mahomet demanded the reftitution of his cattle.

" And why," faid Abrahah, ",do you not rather implore mv cle-

*' mency in favour of your temple, which I have threatened to

" deftroy ?" " Becaufe," replied the intrepid chief, " the cattle is

" my own ; the Caaba belongs to the gods, and ihey will defend

" their houfe from injury and facrilege." The want of provifions,

or the valour of the Koreifh, compelled the Abyliinlans to a dlf-

graceful retreat ; their difcomfiture has been adorned with a mira-

*^ In eo conveniant omnes, ut plebeio vi- defcribe the popular and approved geiieaio?/

lique genere ortum, &c. (Hottinger, Hift. of the prophet. At Mecca, I would not dif-

Orient. p. 136.). Yet Theophanes, the pute its authenticity ; at Laufanne, 1 will

moil ancient of the Greeks, and the father of venture to obferve, 1. 7i>at from li'mael to

ir.any a lie, confefies that Mahomet was of Mahomet, a period of 2500 years, they reckcti

the race of Ifmael, , -/^,',, thirty, inftead of feventyfive, generations.

(Chronograph, p. 277.). 2. Tiat the modern Bedoweens are ignorant

** Abulfeda (in Vit. Mohammed, c. 1, 2.) of their hiflory and cnrelefs of their pedlgrpe

and Gagnier (Vic de Mahomet, p. 25—97.) (Voyage de d'Arvieux, p. 100. icj.).

13 ciilous
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C A P. culous fiiglit of birds, who fliowcred down ftones on the heads of

' . ' the infidels; and the deliverance was long commemorated by the xra.

o/iviecca.^ of the clcpluint *'. The glory of Abdol Motalleb was crowned with

domeftic happinefs, his life was prolonged to the age of one hun-

dred and ten ycare, and he becair.c the father of lix daughters and

thirteen fons. His bed beloved Abdallah was the moil beautiful and

modeft of the Arabian youth ; and in the firft night, when he con-

fummated his marriage with Amina, of the noble race of the Zahrites,

two hundred virgins are faid to have expired of jealoufy and defpair.

Mahomet, or more properly Mohammed, the only fon of Abdallah

and Amina, was born at Mecca, four years after the death of Jufti-

nlan, and two months after the defeat of the Abyffinians", whofe

vidtory would have introduced into the Caaba the religion of the Chrif-

tians. In his early infancy, he was deprived of his father, his mo-

ther, and his grandfather; his uncles vere ftrong and numerous;

and in the divlfion of the inheritance, the orphan's ihare was re-

duced to five camels and an ^Ethiopian mald-fervant. At home and

abroad, in peace and war, Abu Taleb, the moil refpedable of his

<*5 The feed of this hillory, or fable, is '"'' The fafeft seras of Abulfeda (in Vit.

contained in the cv"" chapter of the Kornn ;
c.i. p. 2.). of Alexander, or the Greeks, 882,

and Gagnier (in Pra;fat. ad Vit. Moham. of Bocht Nafer, or Nabonailer, 1316, equally

p. 18, &c.) has tranflated the hiftorical narra- lead us to the year 569. The old Arabian

tive of AbulfeJa, which may be illuftrated calendar is too dark and uncertain to fupport

from d'Herbelot. (Bibliot. Orientale, p. iz.), the Bcnediftines (Art de verifier les Dates,

and Pocock (Specimen, p. 64.)• Pridcaux p. i;.). who from the day of the month and

(Life of Mahomet, p. 48.) calls it a lie of week deduce a new mode of calculation, and

the coinage of Mahomet ; but Sale (Koran, remove the birth of Mihomet to the year of

p. 501

—

;.1•)> who is half a Mufulman, at- Chriil 570, the '*• of November. Yet this

tacks the inconfilient faith of the Doftor for date would agree with the year 882 of the

believing the miracles of the Delphic Apollo. Greeks, which is adigncd by Elmacin (Hift.

Maracci (.'Ucoran, tom. i. part ii. p. 14. Saracen, p. 5.) and Abulpharagius (Dynaft.

torn. ii. p. 823.) afcribes the miracle to the p. 101. and Errata Pocock's verfion). While
devil, and extorts from the Mahometans the we refine our chronology, it is poflible that

confeflion, that God would not have defend- the illiterate prophet was ignorant of his own
eJ againft the ChrilUans the idols of the nge.

Caaba.

uncles,

17
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uncles, was the guide and guardian of his youth ; in his twenty- CHAP.
fifth year, he entered into the fervice of Cadijah, a rich and noble " « '

widow of Mecca, who foon rewarded his fideUty with the gift of

her hand and fortune. The marriage-contraft, in the fimple ftyle

of antiquity, recites the mutual love of Mahomet and Cadijah ; de-

fcrlbes him as the moil accompUilied of the tribe of Koreiih ; and ili-

pulates a dowry of twelve ounces of gold and twenty camels, which

was fupplied by the liberality of his uncle '\ By this alliance, the fon

of Abdallah was reftored to the ftation of his anceftors ; and the

judicious matron was content with his domeftic virtues, till, in the

fortieth year of his age "% he affumed the title of a prophet, and

proclaimed the religion of the Koran.

Accordin"• to the tradition of his companions, Mahomet^' was Qualifica-

diftinguiihed by the beauty of his perfon, an outward gift which is prophet.

feldom defpifed, except by thofe to whom it has been refufed. Be-

fore he fpoke, the orator engaged on his fide the affedions of a

public or private audience. They applauded his commanding pre-

fence, his majeftic afped, his piercing eye, his gracious fmlle, his

flowing beard, his countenance that painted every fenfation of the

foul, and his geftures that enforced each expreilion of the tongue.

"' I copy the honourable tellimony of Abu " The private life of IVIahomet, from his

Taleb to his family and nephew. LausDei, birth to his miffion, is preferred by Abulfeda

qui nos a ftirpe Abrahami et femine Ifmaelis (in Vit. c. 3— 7.). and the Arabian writers of

conftituit, et nobis regionem facram dedit, et genuine or apocryphal note, who are alleged

nos judices hominibus ftatuit. Porro Mo- by Hettinger (Hill. Orient, p. 204— 211.).

hammed filius AbdoUahi nepotis mei (nipos Maracci (torn. i. p. 10— 14•)« a"d Gagnier

meus) quo cum ex xquo librabitur e Koraif- (Viede Mahomet, torn. i. •. 97— 134-)•

hidis quifpiam cui non pnponderaturus eft, *' Abulfeda, in Vit. c.lxv, Ixvi. Gsgnier,

bonitate et excellantia, et intelleilu et gloria Vie de Mahomet, tom. iii. p. 272—289. ; the

et acuniine etfi opum inops fuerit (et certe beil traditions of the perfon and converfation

opes umbra tranfiens funt et depofitum quod of the prophet are derived from Ayeiha, Ait

leddi debet), defiderio ChadiJK filiceChowai- and Abu Horaira (Gagnier, tom. ii. p. 267.

ledi tenetur, et ilia viciffim ipfius, quicquid Ockley's Hlft.of theSaracens, vol.ii. p.i4g.)>

autem dotis vice petieritis, ego in me fuf- A,rnamed che father of a cat, who died in the
cipiam (Pocock, Specimen, e feptima parce year 59 of the Hcgira.
libri Ebn Hamduni).

la
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In the familiar offices of life he fcrupuloufiy adhered to the grave

and ceremonious politenefs of his country : his refpeilful attention

to the rich and powerful was dignified hy his condefccnfion and affa-

bility to the pooreft citizens of Mecca : the franknefs of his manner

concealed the artifice of his views ; and the habits of courtefy were

imputed to peifonal friendihip or univcrfal benevolence. His me-

mory was capacious and retentive, his wit cafy and Ibcial, his ima-

gination fublime, his judgment clear, rapid, and decuive. He pcf-

fcfled the courage both of thought and action
; and, although his

defigns might gradually expand with his fuccefs, the firft idea which

he entertained of his divine miflion bears the ftamp of an original

and fuperior genius. The fon of Abdallah was educated in the

bofom of the nobleft race, in the ufe of the purefi: uialeft of Arabia

;

and the fluency of his fpeech was correded and enhanced by the

prailice of dilcreet and feafonable filence. With thefe powers of

cloipience, Mahomet was an illiterate Barbarian: his youth had

never been inftrudcd in the arts of reading and writing '*
j the com-

mon ignorance exempted him from ihame or reproach, but he was

reduced to a narrow circle of exiftence, and deprived of thofe faith-

ful mirrors, which refledl to our mind the minds of fages and heroes.

Yet the book of nature and of man was open to his view j and

'° Thofe who believe that Mahomet could not fufScient to infufe a fcience fo rare among
read or write, are incapable of reading what the citizens of Mecca : it was not in the cool

is written, with another pen, in the Surats, deliberate ail of a treaty, that Mahomet
or chapters of the Koran vii. xxix. xcvi. Thefe would h.ive dropt the miiflc; nor can any

texts, and the tradition of the Sonna, are ad- conclufion be dra»vn from the words of difeafe

m'lttcd, without doubt, by Abulfeda (in Vit. and delirium. The// youth, before he

c. vii.). Gagnier (Not. ad Abulfed. p. 15.), afpirtd to the prophetic charafter, mud have

Pocock (Specimen, p. 151. )i Reland (de Re- often excrcifed, in private life, the arts of

ligione Mohammedica,, p. 236), and Sale reading and writing; and his firft converts,

(Preliminary Difcourfc, p. 42 ). Mr. White, of his own family, would have been the firft

almoll alone, denies the ignorance, to accufe to detetl and upbraid his fcandalous hypocri-

the impoilure, of the prophet. His arguments fy (White's Sermons, p. 203. 204. Notes,

are far from fatisfaflory. Two ihort trading p. x.xxvi— xxxviii.),

journies to the fairs of Syria, were furcly

feme
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feme fancy has been indulged in the political and philofcphical ob- chap.
fervations which are afcribed to the Arabian traveller ". He com- ^ C^~-^

•pares the nations and the religions of the earth ; difcovers the weak-

nefs of the Perfian and Roman monarchies ; beholds, with pity and

indignation, the degeneracy of the times ; and refolves to unite,

under one God and one king, the invincible fpirit and primitive vir-

tues of the Arabs. Our more accurate enquiry will fuggeft, that

inftead of vifiting the courts, the camps, the temples of the Eaft,

the two journies of Mahomet into Syria were confined to the fairs of

Boftra and Damafcus : that he was only thirteen years of age when

he accompanied the caravan of his unck, and that his duty com-

pelled him to return as foon as he had difpofed of the merchandife

of Cadijah. In thefe hafty and fuperficial excurfions, the eve of

genius might difcern fome obje<fls invifible to his groifer companions;

fome feeds of knowledge might be call upon a fruitful foil ; but his

ignorance of the Syriac language muft have checked his curiofity

;

and I cannot perceive, in the life or writings of Mahomet, that his

profpeft was far extended beyond the limits of the Arabian world.

From every region of that folitaiy world, the pilgrims of Mecca were

annually aflembled, by the calls of devotion and ceramerce : in the

free concourfe of multitudes, .a fimple citizen, in his native tongue,

might iludy the political ftate and charader of the tribes, the theory

and practice of the Jews and Chriftians. Some ufeful ftrangers

might be tempted, or forced, to implore the rights of hofpitality

;

and the enemies of Mahomet ha\^e named the Jew, the Perfian, and

the Syrian monk, whom they accufe of lending their fecret aid to

the compofition of the Koran '\ "" Converfation enriches the under-

ftanding,

" The Count cJe Bouhinvilliers (Vie de " Grecs font pourtant des hommes." The
Mahomed, p. 202— 228.) leads his Arabian two Syrian journies are expreffed by almoll
pupil, like the Telemachus of Fenelon, or all the Arabian writers, both Mahometans
the Cyrus of Ramfay. His journey to the 'and Chriftians (Gagnier ad Abulfed. p. 10.).
court of Perfia is probably a fidion ; nor can '^ I am not at leifure to purfue the fables
I trace the origin of his exclamation, " Les or conjeftures which name the ftrangers ac-

VOL. V. D d cufed
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ftand'ing, but folitude is the fchool of genius ; and the uniformity of

a work denotes the hand of a fingle artift.
" From his earlieft youth,

Mahomet was addicted to relTgious contemplation : each year, during

the month of Ramadan, he withdrew from the world, and from the

arms of Cadijah; in the cave of Hera, three miles from Mecca",

he confulted tlie fjiirit of fraud or enthufiafm, whofe abode is not in

the heavens, but in the mind of the prophet. The faith which,

under the name of^ he preached to his family and nation, is

compounded of an eternal truth, and a neceflary fidtion, That
THERE IS ONLY ONE GoD, AND THAT MaHOMET IS THE

APOSTLE OF God.

One God. It is the boaft of the Jewifh apologifts, that while the learned

nations of antiquity were deluded by the fables of polytheifm, their

fimple anceftors of Paleftine preferred the knowledge and worihip

of the true God. The moral attributes of Jehovah may not eafily

be reconciled with the ftandard of human virtue : his metaphyfical

qualities are darkly expreifed ; but each page of the Pentateuch and

the Prophets is an evidence of his power : the unity of his name is

infcribed on the firft table of the law ; and his fandluary was never

defiled by any vifible image of the invifible eifence. After the ruin

of the temple, the faith "of the Hebrew exiles was purified, fixed,

and enlightened, by the fpiritual devotion of the fynagogue ; and

the authority of Mahomet will not juftify his perpetual reproach,

that the Jews of Mecca or Medina adored Ezra as the fon of God'*.

cufcd or fufpefted by the infidels of Mecca Hera is remarked by Abulfeda (Geograph.

(Koran, c. 16. p• 223• c. 35. p• 297. with Arab. p. 4.)• Yet Mahomet had never read

Sale's Remarks. Prideaux's Life of M.iho- of the cave of Egeria, ubi noilurnx Numa
met, p. 22— 27. Gagnier, Not. ad Abulfed. conftituebat arnica:, of the Ida;an inount,

p. 1 1. 74. Maracci, tom.ii. p. 400.). Even where Minos converfed with Jove, &c.

Prideaux has obferved, that the tranfaaion '+ Koran, c. 9. p. 153. AlBeidawi, and

mull have been fecret, and that the fcene lay the other commentators quoted by Sale, ad-

in the heart of Arabia. here to the chargej but 1 do not underftand

" Abulfeda in Vit. c. 7. p. 15. Gagnier, that it is coloured by the moll obfcure or ab-

tom.i. p. »33• 135• The fuuation of mount furd tradition of the Talmudifts.

But
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But the children of Ilrael had ceafed to be a people; and the reli- ^ 1'. A P.

gions of the world were guilty, at leaft in the eyes of the prophet,

of giving fons, or daughters, or companions, to the fupreme God.

In the rude idolatry of the Arabs, the crime is manifeft and auda-

cious : the Sabians are poorly excufed by the pre-eminence of the

firft planet, or intelligence, in their co:leilial hierarchy
; and in the

Magian fyftem the conflidt of the two principles betrays the imper-

fedion of the conqueror. The Chrifcians of the feventh century had

infenfibly relapfed into a femblance of paganifm : their public and

private vows were addreifed to the relics and images that difgraced

the temples of the Eaft : the throne of the Almighty was darkened

by a cloud of martyrs, and faints, and angels, the objeds of popular

veneration ; and the Collyridian heretics, who flouriilied in the fruit-

ful foil of Arabia, invefted the Virgin Mary with the name and

honours of a goddefs ". The myfteries of the Trinity and Incarna-

tion appear to contradid the principle of the divine unity. In their

obvious fenfe, they introduce three equal deities, and transform the

man Jefus into the fubftance of the fon of God'': an orthodox com-

mentary will fatisfy only a believing mind : intemperate curiolity

and zeal had torn the veil of the fanduary ; and each of the Orien-

tal feds was eager to confefs that all, except themfelves, deferved the

reproach of idolatry and polytheifm. The creed of Mahomet is free

'5 Holtinger, Hift. Orient, p. 225— 228. commentators underftand them of the Father,

The Collyridian iierefy was carried froai the Son, and the Virgin Mary, an heretical

Thrace to Arabia by fome women, and the Trinity, maintained, as it is faid, by feme
n.-mewas borrowed from the «',, or cake. Barbarians at the council of Nice (Eutych.

which they offered to the goddefs. This ex- Annal. torn. i. p. 44.0.). But the fxillence

ample,thatofBeryllusbiihopofBoftra(Eufeb. of the Marianites is denied by the candid
Hift. Ecclef. l.vi. c. 33.), and feveral others, Eeaufobre (Hill•, de Manicheifme, torn. i.

may excufe the reproach, Arabia ha;refe.n p. 532.) : and he derives the mirtake from the

ferax. word Rottah, the Holy Ghoft, which in fome
" The three gods in the Koran, c. 4. Oriental tongues is of the feminine gender,

p. 81. c. 5. p. 92.) are obvioufly direcled and is figuratively ilyled the mother of Chrift

againftour Catholic myflery: but the Arabic in the golpel of the Nazarenes.

D d 2 from
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CHAP, from fufplcion or ambiguity ; and the Koran is a glorious teftimony

t___v^ I to the unity of God. The prophet of Mecca rcjcdled the worihip

of idols and men, of ftars and planets, on the rational principle that

M'hatever rifes muft fet, that whatever is born muft die, that what-

ever is corruptible muft decay and periih ". In the Author of the

unlverfe, his rational enthufiafm confeiTcd and adored an infinite and

eternal being, without form or place, without ilTue or fimilitude,

prefent to our moft fecret thoughts, cxiillng by the neceility of his

own nature, and deriving from himfclf all moral and intellecilual

perfeilion. Thcfo fublime truths, thus announced in the language

of the prophet ", are firmly held by his difciplcs, and defined with

metaphyfical precifron by the interpreters of the Koran. A philo-

fophic theift might fubfcribe the popular creed of the Mahometans";

a creed too fublime perhaps for our prefent faculties. AVhat obje<Sl

remains for the fancy, or even the underftanding, when we have

abftraded from the unknown fubftance all ideas of time and fpace, of

motion and matter, of fenfatiou and refleition ? The firft principle

of reafon and revelation was confirmed by the voice of Mahomet:

his profelytes, from India to Morocco, are diftinguiihed by the name

of Unitar'ia?is ; and the danger of idolatry has been prevented by

the interdidlion of images. The dodlrine of eternal decrees and

abfolute predeftination is ftridtly embraced by the Mahometans;, and

they itruggle with the common difficulties, hoiv. to reconcile the pre-

" This train of thought is pliilofophically by Pocock (Specimen, p. 274. 284—292.),

rxeroplificd in the charader of .Abraham, Ociiley (Hift. of the Saracens, vol. ii. p,

who oppofcd in Chaldaea the firft introduc- Ixxxii—xcv.),ReIand (de Religion. Moham.

tion of idolatry (Kuran, c. 6. p. 106. 1. i. p. 7— 13•), and Chardin (Voyages en

d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 13.). ' Perfe, tom. iv. p. 4— 2S.). The great truth,

" See the Koran, particularly the fecond that God is without fimilitude, is foolilhly

(p. 30), the fifty-fcventh (p. 437.), the criiicifed by Maracci (Alcoran, tom. i. pa.-t

£fty-eighth (p. 441.) chapter, which pro. iii. p. S7— 94•), becaufe lie made man after

claim the omnipotence of the Creator. his own image.

"s The moft orthodox creeds arc tranflated

fcience
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fckace of God with the freedom and refponfibility of man ; how to ^ A P.

explain the permilTion of evil under the reign of infinite power and '
. _j

infinite goodnefs.

The God of nature has written his exiftence on all his works, and Mahomet,

his law in the heart of man. To reitore the knowledge of the one God, and the

and the pradice of the other, has been the real or pretended aim of prophets
*

the prophets of every age : the liberality of Mahomet allowed to his

predecelTors the fame credit which he claimed for himfelf ; and the

chain of infpiration was prolonged from the fixll of Adam to the

promulgation of the Koran "^. During that period, fome rays of pro-

phetic light had been imparted to one hundred and twenty-four

thoufand of the eleft, difcriminated by their refpedive meafure of

virtue and grace ; three hundred and thirteen apoilies were fent

with a fpecial commiifion to recal their country from idolatry and

vice ; one hundred and four volumes have been dictated by the

holy fpirlt ; and fix legiflators of tranfcendent brightnefs have an-

nounced to mankind the fix fucceffive revelations of various rites,

but of one immutable religion. The authority and ftation of Adam,

Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Chrift, and Mahomet, rrfe in juft grada-

tion above each other ; but whofoever hates or rejeQs any one of

the prophets, is numbered with the infidels. The Meltings of the

patriarchs \vere extant only in the apocryphal copies of the Greeks

and Syrians "
: the condatt of Adam had not entitled him to the

gratitude or refpeit of his children j the k^tx\. precepts of Noah Mofes.

were obferved by an inferior and imperfe£l clafs of the profelytes of

"^* Reland, de Relig. Moham. 1. i. p. 17 Fabriciiis, Codex Pfeudepigraphus V. T.
—47. Sale's Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 73 p. 27— 29. ; of Seth, p. 154— 157. ; of Enoch,

—76. Voyage de Chardin, torn. iv. p. 28 p. i6g—219. But the book of Enoch is

—37. and 37—47. for the Perfian addition, confecrated, in fome meafure, by the quota-
" Aii is tne vicar of God!" Yet the pre- tion of the apoftle St. Judej and a long le-,

cife number of prophets is cot an article of gendary fragment is alleged by Syncellus and
faith. Scaliger.

•' For ihe apocryphal books of Adamj fee

<j the



2) THE DECLINE AND FALL

the fynagogue"; and tiie memory of Abrdiam was obfcurely re-

vered by the Sabians in his native land of Chaldxa : of the myriads

of prophets, Mofes and Chrift alone lived and reigned ; and the

remnant of the infpired writings was comprifed in the books of the

Old and the New Teftament. The miraculous ftor\' of Mofes is

confecrated and embelliftied in the Koran "
; and the captive Jews

enjoy the fecret revenge of impofing their own belief on the

naticms whofe recent creeds they deride. For the author of

Chrlftianity, the Mahometans are taught by the prophet to enter-

Jefus. tain an high and myfterious reverence '\ " Verily, Chrift Jefus,

" the fon of Mary, is the apoftle of God, and his word, which

*' he conveyed unto Mary, and a Spirit proceeding from him :

*' honourable in this world, and in the world to come ; and

" one of thofe who approach near to the prefence cf God ^\"

The wonders of the genuine and apocryphal gofpels " are profufely

heaped on his head ; and the Latin church has not difdained to bor-

row from the Koran the immaculate conception *' of his virgin

mother. Yet Jefus was a mere mortal ; and, at the day of judg-

ment, his teftimony will ferve to condemn both the Jews, who rejedt

' °^ The feven precepts of Noah are ex- publiflied in Greek by Cotelier, and in Ara-

plained by Marfliam (Canon. Chronicus, bic by Sike, who thinks our preicnt copy

p. 154— 180.), who adopts, on this occafion, more recent than Mahomet. Yet his quota-

the learning and credulity of Selden. tions agree with the original about the fpeech

" The articles Adam, Noah, Abraham, of Chrift in his cradle, his living birds of

Mo/fi, &c. in the Bibliothcque of d'Herbelot, clay, icz. (Sike, c. i. p. 168, 169. c. 56.

are gaily bedecked with the fanciful legends p• 198, 190. c. 46. p. 206. Colelicr, c. 2.

of the Mahometans, who have built on the p. 160, 161.).

ground-work of Scripture and the Talmud. '' Jt is darkly hinted in the Koran (c. 3.

» Koran, c. 7. p. 128, iic. c. to. p. 175, p. 39.), and more clearly explained by the

&c. D'Herbelot, p. 647, &c. tradition of the Sonniies (Sale's Note, and
'5 Koran, c.3.p. 40. c. 4. p. 80. D'Her- Maracci, torn. ii. p. iiz.). In the xii''' cen-

belot, p. 399, &c. tury, the immaculate conception was con-
** See the gofpel of St. Thomas, or of the ilemned by St. Bernard as a prefumptuous

Infancy, in the Codex Apocryphus N. T. of novelty (Fra Paolo, Uloria del Concilio di

Kabricius, who collefls the various tcilimo- Trentc, 1. ii.).

nies concerning it (p. 128— 158.). It was

6 him



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 207

him as a prophet, and the Chriftians, who adore him as the Son of C A P.

God. The maUce of his enemies afperfed his reputation, and con- t

fpired againft his hfe ;
but their intention only was guilty, a phan-

tom or a criminal was fubftituted on the crofs, and the innocent faint

was tranflated to the feventh heaven ". During fix hundred years

the gofpel was the way of truth and falvation ; but the Chriftians

infenfibly forgot both the laws and the example of their founder

;

and Mahomet was inftrudted by the Gnoftics to accufe the church,

as well as the fynagogue, of corrupting the integrity of the facred

text ". The piety of Mofes and of Chrift rejoiced in the aifurance

of a future prophet, more illuftrious than themfelves : the evangelic

promiie of the Paraclete, or Holy Ghoft, was prefigured in the name,

and accompliihed in the perfon, of Mahomet '", the greateft and the

laft: of the apoftles of God.

The communication of ideas requires a fimilitude of thought and The Kcran.

language : the difcourfe of a philofopher would vibrate without

eifed on the ear of a peafant
; yet how minute is the diftance of

their underftandings, if it be compared with the contadl of an ia-

" See the Koran, c. 3. v. 53. and c. 4. languages and criticifcn to give any weight or

V. 156. of Maracci's edition. Deuseftpraeftaii- colour to their fufpicions. Yet the Arians

tiilimus dolofe agentium (an odd praife) . . .

.

and Neftorians could relate fome ftories, and
nee cruciiixerunt eum, fed objefla eft eis fimi- the illiterate prophet might liften to the bold

litudo: an expreflion that may fuit with the aflertions of theManichieans. See Beaufobre,

fyftem of the Docetes; but the commentators tom.i. p. 291— 30J.
believe (Maracci, tom.ii. p. 113— 115. 175. ^° Among the prophecies of the Old and

Sale, p. 42. 43. 79.), that another man, a New Teftament, which are perverted by the

friend or an enemy, was crucified in the like- fraud or ignorance of the Mufulmans, they

refs of Jefus ; a fabie which they had read apply to tlie prophet the promifeof theParrt-

in the gofpel of St. Barnabas, and which dele, or Comforter, which had been already

had been darted as early as the time of Ire- ufurped by the Montanills and Manich.Tans
nsus, by fome Ebionite heretics (Beaufobre, (Beaufobre, Hift. Critique du Manicheifnic,
Hift. du Manicheifme, torn. ii. p. 2;. Mo- tom.i. p. 263, &c.) ; and the eafy change of
flieimdeReb. Chrift. p. 353.). letters, ::^; for -^^, affords the

" This charge is obfcurely urged in the etymology of the name of Mohammed (Ma-
Koran (c. 3. p. 45.): but neither Mahomet, racci, tom.i. parti, p. 15— 28.).
nor his followers, are fufnciently verfed in

finite
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CHAP, finite and a finite mind, with the \vord of God expreiTed by the

v_—

V

; tongue or the pen of a mortal? The infpiratlon of the Hebrew pro-

phets, of the apoflles and cvangelifls of Chriil:, miglit not be incom-

patible with the exercife of their rcafon and memory ; and the di-

verfity of their genius is ftrongly rnarkc-d in the ftyle and compofition

of the books of the Old and New Teftament. But Mahomet was con-

tent with a charadter, more humble, yet more fublime, of a fimple edi-

tor : the fubftance of the Koran '\ according to himfelf or his dif-

ciples, is uncreated and eternal ; fubfifting in the eiTcnce of the Deity,

and infcribed with a pen of light on the table of his everlafting de-

crees. A paper copy in a volume of filk and gems, was brought

down to the loweft heaven by the angel Gabriel, wlio, under the Jewiih

osconomy, had indeed been dilpatchcd on the moil important er-

rands ; and this trufty mefl'enger fucceifively revealed the chapters

and verfes to the Arabian propliet. Inftead of a perpetual and per-

fcQ: mcafure of the divine will, the fragments of the Koran were

produced at the difcretion of Mahomet ; each revelation is fuited to

tiie emergencies of his policy or pafiion ; and all contradiilion is re-

moved by the faving maxim, that any text of fcripture is abrogated

or modified by any fubfequent paiTage. The word of God, and of

the apoftle, was diligently recorded by his difciples on palm-leaves

and the fhoulder-bones of mutton ; and the pages, ^ithout order or

connection, were cafi; into a domeilic chefl. in the cuflody of one of his

wives. Two years after the death of Mahomet, the facred volume

was coJleiSted and publiihcd by his friend and fucceifor Abubeker

:

the work was revifed by the caliph Othman, in the thirtieth year of the

Hegira ; and the various editions of the Koran aiTert the fame mira-

culous privilege of an uniform and incorruptible text. In the fpirit

•*' For the Koran, fee d'Herbelot, p. 85— p. 32—45, Sale, Preliminary Diicourfe,p.56

88. Maracci, torn. i. in Vit. Moham>ned. —70.

of
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of enthufiafm or vanity, the prophet refts the truth of his miiTion on C A P.

the merit of his book, audacioufly challenges both men and angels . -/- __f

to imitate the beauties of a fmgle page, and prefumes to aflert that

God alone could didtate this incomparable performance ^\ This ar-

gument is moft powerfully addreifed to a devout Arabian, whofe

mind is attuned to faith and rapture, whofe ear is delighted by the

mufic of founds, and whofe ignorance is incapable of comparing the

produdions of human genius "'. The harmony and copioufnefs of

ftyle will not reach, in a verfion, the European infidel : he will

perufe with impatience the endlefs incoherent rhapfody of fable, and

precept, and declamation, which feldom excites a fentiment or an

idea, which fometimes crawls in the duft, and is fometimes loft in

the clouds. The divine attributes exalt the fimcy of the Arabian

miffionary ; but his loftieft drains muft yield to the fublime fimplicity

of the book of Job, compofed in a remote age, in the fame country

and in the fame language '*. If the compofition of the Koran ex-

ceed the faculties of a man, to what fuperior intelligence ihould we
afcribe the Iliad of Homer or the Philippics of Demofthenes ? In all

religions, the life of the founder fupplies the filence of his written

revelation : the fayings of Mahomet were fo many leflons of truth
;

his adlions fo many examples of virtue ; and the public and private

memorials were preferved by his wives and companions. At the

end of two hundred years, the So/!;m or oral law was fixed and

9' Koran, c. 17. v. 89. In Sale, p. 235, (Lowth, ds Peed Hebrxorum Pra?Ieil. xxxi!,

2j6. In Maracci, p. 410. xx.\ui,xxxiv.withhisGermaneditorMichaelis,

»' Yet a of Arabians was perfuaded, Epimetron iv. ). Yet Michaelis (p. 671

that it might be equalled or furpafled by an 673.) has deteiled many Egyptian images, the

human pen (Pocock, Specimen, p. 221, &c.)

;

elephantiafis, papyrus, Nile, crocodile, &:c.

and Maracci (the polemic is too hard for the The language is ambiguouily ftyled, Arabico-

tranflator) derides the rhyming afFeflation of Hebraa. The refemblance of the fifter dia-

the moft applauded paiTage (torn. i. part ii. lecls was much more vifible in their childhood

p. 69—75•)• than in their mature age (Michaelis, p. 682.

s* Colloquia (whether real or fabulous) in Schuhens, in Praefat. Job),

media Arabia atque ab Arabibus habita

Vol. V. e confe-
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CHAP, confecrated by tlic labours of 1 Bochari, who difcriminated fevcn

\^-v » thoufcind two hundred and feventy-fiVe genuine traditions, from a

mafs of three hundred thoufand reports, of a more doubtful or fpuri-

ous charafter. Each day the pious author prayed in the temple of

Mecca, and performed his ablutions with the water of Zemzem ;

the pages were fucccifn-ely depofited on the pulpit, and the fepulchrc

of the apoftle ; and the work has been approved by the four ortho-

dox fefts of the Sonnites ".

Miracles. The miifion of the ancient prophets, of Mofes and of Jefus, had

been confirmed by many fplendid prodigies ; and. Mahomet was re-

peatedly urged, by the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina, to produce

a fimilar evidence of his divine legation ; to call down from heaven

the angel or the lume of his revelation, to create a garden in the

defert, or to kindle a conflagration in the unbelieving city. As often

as he is preiTed by the demands of the Korciih, he involves hlmfelf

in the obfcure boaft of vifion and prophecy, appeals to the internal

proofs of his doftrine, and fliields himfelf behind the providence of

God, who refufes thofe figns and wonders that would depreciate the

merit of faith and aggravate the guilt of infidelity. But the modeil

or angry tone of his apologies betrays his weaknefs and vexation

;

and thefe paifages of fcandal eftablifh, beyond fufpicion, the integrity

of the Koran'*. The votaries of Mahomet are more aflured than

himfelf of his miraculous gifts, and their confidence and credulity

encreafe as they are farther removed from the time and place of his

fpiritual exploits. They believe or aiBrm that trees went forth to

meet him ; that he was falutcd by ftones ; that water guflied from

" 1 Bochari died . H. 224. See d'ller- with a more learned apparatus, has (hewn

bclot, p. 208. 416. 827. Gagnier, Not. ad that the paiTages whicli deny his miracles are

Abulfed. c. 19. p• 33• clear and pofuive (Alcoran, torn. i. part ii.

»* See more remarkably, Koran, c. 2. 6. I 2. p. 7—12.), and thofc which fcem to aflcrt

13. 17. Prideaux (Life of JVlahomet, p. 18, them, are ambiguous and infutF.cient (•2
19.) has confounded the impoilor. Maraccij —22.).

his
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his fingers ; that he fed the hungry, cured the fick, and ralfed the C A P.

dead ; that a beam groaned to him ; that a camel complained to ' r—

'

him ; that a ilioulder of mutton informed him of its being poifoned
;

and that both animate and inanimate nature were equally fubjedt

to the apoftle of God '^ His dream of a nodlurnal journey is fe-

rioufly defcribed as a real and corporeal tranfadion. A myfterious

animal, the Borak, conveyed him from the temple of Mecca to

that of Jerufalem : with his companion Gabriel, he fucceffively

afcended the feven heavens, and received and repaid the falutations

of the patriarchs, the prophets, and the angels, in their refpedive

manfions. Beyond the feventh heaven, Mahomet alone was per-

mitted to proceed ; he pafled the veil of unity, approached within

two bow-ihots of the throne, and felt a cold that pierced him to the

heart, when his flaoulder was touched by the hand of God. After

this familiar though important converfation, he again defcended to

Jerufalem, remounted the Borak, returned to Mecca, and performed

in the tenth part of a night the journey of many thoufand years ^^

According to another legend, the apoftle confounded in a national

aifembly the malicious challenge of the Koreifh. His refiillefs word

fplit afunder the orb of the moon : the obedient planet ilooped fiOm

her ilation in the iky, accompliihed the feven revolutions round the

^ See ihe Specimen Hill. Arabum, the by Prideaux (p. 31—40.), who aggravates

text of Abulpharagius, p. 17. the noles of the abfurdities ; and by Gaf;nier (torn. i.

Pocock, p. 1S7— 190. D'Herbelot Ciblio- p• 252—343•)» who declares, from the zeal-

theque Orientale, p. 76, 77. Voyages de ous Al Jannabi, that to deny this journey, is

Chardin, torn. iv. p. zoo—203. Maracci to difbelieve the Koran. Yet the Koran,

(.Alcoran, toin. i. p. 22— 64.) has moft la- without naming either heaven, or Jerufalem,

borioufly collecled ind confuted the miracles or Mecca, has only dropt a myfterious hint:

and prophecies of Mahomet, which, accord- Laus illi qui tranftulit fervum fuum ab ora-

ing to fome writers, amount to three thou- torio Karam ad oratorium remotifil.-num

land. (Koran, c. 17. v. i. in Maracci, torn. ii.

^^ The nofturnal journey is circumilantially p.407. ; for Sale's verfion is more licentious),

related by Abulfeda (in V'it. MohammcJ. A flender bsfis for the aerial ftruflure of tra-

c. 19. p. 33.), who wilhcs to think it a vifion ; dition.

e 2 Caaba,
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C p. Caaba, fainted Mahomet in the Arabian tongue, and fuddcnly con-

\_-.-__f trading her dimenfions, entered at the collar, and iflued forth

through the fleeve, of his ihirt". The vulgar are amufed with thefe

marvellous tales ; but the gravell of the Mufulman dodors imitate

the modefty of their mafter, and indulge a latitude of faith or in-

terpretation"". They might fpecioufly allege, that in preaching the

religion, it was necdlefs to violate the harmony, of nature ; that a

creed unclouded with myftery may be excufed from miracles ; and

that the fword of Mahomet v.-as not lefs potent than the rod of

Mofes.

Precepts of The polytheift is oppreiTed and diftraded by the variety of fuper-
Maliomct— _. . i r i r - • • • • • «

prayer, fait- uition : a thouland ntes oi Egyptian ongui were mtcrwovcn with
iiyj, alms.

^j^^ eflence of the Mofaic law ; and the fpirit of the gofpel had eva-

porated in the pageantry of the church. The prophet of Mecca

was tempted by prejudice, or policy, or patrlotifm, to fandify the

rites of the Arabians, and the cuftom of vifiting the holy ftone

of the Caaba. But the precepts of Mahomet himfelf inculcate

a more fimple and rational piety : prayer, failing, and alms, are the

religious duties of a Mufulman j and he is encouraged to hope, that

prayer will carry him half way to God, failing will bring him to the

door of his palace, and alms will gain him admittance "".
I. Ac-

cording

" In the prophetic (lyle, which ufes the Vet a Mahometan doftor has arraigned the

prefent or pnll for the future, Mahomet had credit of the principal witnefs (apud Pocock,

faid : Appropinquavit hora et fciila eft luna Specimen, p. 187. ; the bell interpreters are

(Koran, c. 54.. v. 1. in Maracci, torn. ii. content with the iimple fenfe of the Koran

p. 688.). his figure of rhetoric has been (AI Beidawi, apud Holtinger, Hid. Orient,

converted into a faft, which is faid to be at- l.ii. p. 302 ); and the filence of Abulfeda

telled by the moll refpeftable eye-witneifes is worthy of a prince and r. philofopher.

(Maracci, tom.ii. p. 690.). The fellival is •°° Abulpharagius, in Specimen Hill. Arab,

ilill celebrated by the Perlians (Chardin, p. 17. ; and his fcepticifm is julli/ied in the

torn. iv. p. 201.); and the legend is tediouf- notesof Pocock, p. 190— 194. from the purcft

]y fpun out by Gagnier (Vie dc Mahomet, authorities.

torn. i. p. 183—234.) on the faith, as it " The moft authentic account of thefe

n.ould fecui, of the credulous AI Jannabi. precepts, pilgrimage, prayer, falling, alms,

and
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cording to the tradition of the nodurna! journey, the apoille, in his CHAP,
perfonal conference with the Deity, was commanded to impofe on _/ _^

his difciples the daily obligation of fifty prayers. By the advice of

Moles, he applied for an alleviation of this intolerable burthen •

the number was gradually reduced to five; without any difpenfation

of bufinefs or pleafure, or time or place : the devotion of the faithful

is repeated at day-break, at noon, in the afternoon, in the evening-

and at the firft watch of the night ; and, in the prefent decay of

religious fervour, our travellers are edified by the profound humility

and attention of the Turks and Perfians. Cleanlinefs is the key of

prayer : the frequent luftration of the hands, the face, and the body,

which vas pradifed of old by the Arabs, is folemnly enjoined by

the Koran ; and a permiifion is formally granted to fupply with fand

the fcarcity of water. The words and attitudes of fupplication as

it is performed either fitting, or ftanding, or proftrate on the ground

are prefcribed by cuftom or authority, but the prayer is poured forth
~ in ihort and fervent ejaculations ; the meafure of zeal is not ex-

haufted by a tedious liturgy ; and each Mufulman, for his own per-

fon, is invefted with the charaiter of a prieft. Among the theifts

who rejeft the ufe of images, it has been found necefiary to reftrain

the wanderings of the fancy, by direfting the eye and the thought

towards a kebla^ or vifible point of the horizon. The prophet was

at firft inclined to gratify the Jews by the choice of Jerufalem • but

he foon returned to a more natural partiality ; and five times every

day the eyes of the nations at Aftracan, at Fez, at Delhi, are de-

anil ablutions, is extrafled from the Perfian Chardin, had the eyes of a philofopher• and
and Arabian theologians by Maracci (Pro- Reland, a judicious ftudent, had travelled

drom. part iv. p. 9— 24.)• Reland (in his over the Eaft in his clofet at Utrecht. The
excellent treatife deReligionelVIohammedica, xiv''' letter of Tournefort (Voyage du Levant,
Utrecht, 1717, p. 67— 123.); and Chardin torn. ii. p. 325— 360. in oflavo; defcribes

(Voyages en Perfe, torn. iv. p. 47— 195.). what he had feen of Uie religion of the Turks.
Maracci is a partial accufer; but the jeweller,

voutly
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C A P. voutly uirncd to the holy temple of Mecca. Yet every ipot for tiic

• y ' fervice of God is equally pure : the Mahometans uuliffcrcntly pray

in their chamber or in the ftrect. As a diftinition from the Jews

and Chriftians, the Friday in each wcclc is fet apart for the ufcful

inftitution of public worfhip : the people is afifembled in the mofch

and the imam : fome rcfpedlable elder afcends the pulpit, to begin

the prayer and pronounce the fermon. But the Mahometan reli-

gion is deftitute of priefthood or facrifice ; and the independent

fpirit of fanaticifm looks down with contempt on the miniftcrs and

the flavcs of fupcrftltion. IL The voluntary '" penance of the

afcetics, the torment and glory of their lives, \vas odious to a pro-

phet who cenfured in his companions a raili vow of abftaining from

fleih, and women, and fleep ; and firmly declared, that he would

fuifer no monks in his religion '"'. Yet he inftituted, in each year, a

fail of thirty days ; and ilrenuoufly recommended the obfervance,

us a difcipline which purifies the foul and fubdues the body, as a fa-

lutary exercife of obedience to the will of God and his apoftle.

During the month of Ramadan, from the rifing to the fetting of the

fun, the Mufulman abftains from eating, and drinking, and women,

and baths, and perfumes ; from all nouridimcnt that can reftore his

ftrength, from all pleafure that can gratify his fenfes. In the revo-

lution of the lunar year, the Ramadan coincides by turns with the

winter cold and the fummer heat ; and the patient martyr, without

aiTuaging his thirft with a drop of water, muft expeil: the clofe of a

tedious and fultry day. The interdiction of wine, peculiar to fome

"=* Mahomet (Sale's Koran, c. 9. p. 153.)
'°^ Koran, c. 5. p. 94. and Sale's note,

reproaches the Chrillians with taking their which refers to the authority of Jallaioddin

prierts and monks for their lords, befides and Al Beidawi. D'Herbelot declares, that

God. Yet Maracci (Prodromus, part iii. Mahomet condemned I'ie religieuji ; and

p. 69, 70.) excufes th: worihip, efpcciallyof that the firll fwarms of fakirs, dervifes, &c.

the popp, and quotes, from the Koran itfelf, did not appear till after the year ^00 of the

the cafe of Eblis, or Satan, who was call Hegira (Bibliot, Orient, p. 292. 718.)•

from heaven for refufing to adore AJam.

orders
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orders of priefts or hermits, is converted by Mahomet alone hito a ^ A P.

pofitive and general law '°*
; and a confiderable portion of the globe _ -.- _f

has abjured, at his command, the ufe of that falutary, though danger-

ous, liquor. Thefe painful reftraints are, doubtlefs, infringed by the

libertine and eluded by the hypocrite ; but the legiflator, by whom
they are enadied, cannot furely be accufed of alluring his profelytes

by the indulgence of their fenfual appetites. III. The charity of the

Mahometans defcends to the animal creation ; and the Koran re-

peatedly inculcates, not as a merit, but as a ftridl and indifpenfable

duty, the relief of the indigent and unfortunate. Mahomet, per-

haps, is the only lawgiver who has defined the precife meafure of

charity : the flandard may vary with the degree and nature of pro-

perty, as it confifts either in money, in corn or cattle, in fruits or

merchandife ; but the Mufulman does not accompliih the law, iinlefs

he beftows a ienih of his revenue ; and if his confcience accufes him

of fraud or extortion, the tenth, under the idea of reilitution, is en-

larged to a. Jiftb
'°'. Benevolence is the foundation of juftice, fince

we are forbid to injure thofe whom we are bound to affiil. A pro-

phet may reveal the fecrets of heaven and of futurity ; but in his

moral precepts he can only repeat the leffbns of our own hearts.

The two articles of belief, and tb.e four practical duties of lilam, Refurreaion.

are guarded by rewards and puniflimcnts ; and the faith of the Aiu-

fulman is devoutly fixed on the event of the judgment and the laft

day. The prophet has not pr-cfumcd to determine the moment of

'°* See the double prohibition (Korsn, Rome. Fifteen great hofpita's are open to

c. 2. p. 25. c. 5. 94•); the one in the i'tvle many thoufand patients and pilgrim?, fiiieen

of a legiflator, the other in that of a fanarir. hundred maidens are annually portioned.

The public and private motives of Mahomet fifty-fix charity fchools are founded for both

2re inveftigated by Prideaux (Life of Ma- fcxes, one hundred and twenty confraternities

hornet, p. 62—64.) ; and Sale (Preliminary relieve the wants of their brethren, &c. The

Difcourfe, p. 124.). benevolence of London is ftill more cxtenfive;

"" The jealoufy of Maracci (Prodromus, but I am afraid that much more j; to be

partiv. p. 33.) prompts him to" enumerate afcribed to the humanity, than to the reli-

the more liberal alms of the Catholics of gion, of the people.

8 tlias
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CHAP, tiiat awful cataftrophc, though he darkly announces the figns, both

V-—n/—-J in heaven and earth, Avhich will precede the univerfal diflblution,

when Hfe ihall be deftroyed, and the order of creation fhall be con-

founded in the primitive chaos. At the blaft of the trumpet, new

\vorlds will ftart into being ; angels, genii, and men, will arife from

the dead, and the human foul will again be united to the body.

The dodrine of the refurreclion was firft entertained by the Egyp-

tians '"
; and their mummies were embalmed, their pyramids were

conftruded, to preferve the ancient manfion of the foul, during a

period of three thouHind years. But the attempt is partial and un-

availing ; and it is with a more philofophic fpirit that Mahomet relies

on the omnipotence of the Creator, whofe word can reanimate the

breathlefs clay, and collcdl the innumerable atoms, that no longer

retain their form or fubftance '°\ The intermediate ftate of the foul

it is hard to decide ; and thofe who moil firmly believe her imma-

terial nature are at a lofs to undcrftand how ihe can think or ad

without the agency of the organs of fenfe.

Hell and The re-union of the foul and body will be followed by the final

para i e.

judgment of mankind; and, in his copy of the IMagian pidure,

the prophet has too faithfully reprefented the forms of proceeding,

and even the flow and fuccefllve operations of an earthly tribunal.

By his intolerant adverfaries he is upbraided for extending, even

to themfelves, the hope of falvation, for aflerting the blackefl;

herefy, that every man who believes in God, and accomplifhes good

works, may expcd in the laft day a favourable fentcnce. Such ra-

tional indiflerence is ill adapted to the charader of a fanatic ; nor is

"^" See Herodotus (1. il. c. 123.) and our Greeks, of the poets and philofophers of an-

learned countryman Sir John Marlham (Ca- tiquity.

non. Chronicus, p. 46.)• The AJV? of the '°' The Koran (c. 2. p. 259, &c. ; of Sale,

fame writer (p. 254— 274.) is an elaborate p. 32.; of Maracci, p. 97.) relates an inge-

flcetch of the infernal regions, as they were nious miracle, which fati>ficd the curiofity,

painted by the fancy of the Egyptians and and confirmed the faith, of Abraham.

I . it
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it probable that a meflenger from heaven ihould depreciate the value CHAP.
and neceffity of his own revelation. In the idiom of the Koran "", »

the belief of God is infeparable from that of Mahomet : the good

works are thofe which he has enjoined ; and the two qualifications

imply the profeflion of Illam, to which all nations and all feds are

equally invited. Their fpiritual blindnefs, though excufed by ig-

norance and crowned with virtue, will be fcourged with everlafting

torments ; and the tears which Mahomet ihed over the tomb of his

mother, for whom he was forbidden to pray, difplay a ftriking con-

trail of humanity and enthufiafm "". The doom of the infidels is

common : the meafure of their guilt and punifhment is determined

by the degree of evidence which they have rejected, by the magni-

tude of the errors which they have entertained : the eternal man-

fions of the Chriftians, the Jews, the Sabians, the Magians, and the

idolaters, are funk below each other in the abyfs ; and the loweft

hell is referved for the faithlefs hypocrites who have afTumed the

maflc of religion. After the greater part of mankind has been con-

demned for their opinions, the true believers only will be judged by

their adtions. The good and evil of each Mufulman will be ac-

curately weighed in a real or allegorical balance, and a fingular mode

of compenfation will be allowed for the payment of injuries : the

aggrelTor will refund an equivalent of his own good adlons, for the

benefit of the perfon whom he has wronged ; and if he ihould be

deftitute of any moral property, the weight of his fins will be loaded

with an adequate ihare of the demerits of the fufferer. According

"" The candid Reland has xlemonllrated, p. 164. The refufal to pray for an unbc-

that Mahomet damns all unbelievers (de Re- jieving kindred, is jullified, according 10

ligion. Moham. p. 128—142.). tiat devils Mahomet, by the duty of a prophet, and the

will not be finally faved (p. 196— 199.); 'hat example of Abraham, who reprobated hit

paradife will noi /elely confill of corporeal de- own father as an enemy of God. Vet Abra-
Jights (p. 199— 20;.); and that women's ham (he adds, c. 9. v. 1 16. Maracci, tom.ii.

fouls are immortal (p. 205— 209.). p. 317.) fuit fane pius, mitii.

'^9 Al Beidawi, apud Sale, Koran, c. 9.

Vol. V. F f as
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• as the ihares of guilt or virtue ihall preponderate, the fentence will

be pronounced, and all, without dlilincllon, will pafs over the iharp

and perilous bridge of the abyfs ; but the innocent, treading in the

footfteps of Mahomet, will glorloufly enter the gates of paradife,

while the guilty will fall into the firil and mildeil of the feven hells.

The term of expiation will vary from nine hundred to feven thou-

fand years; but the prophet has judicloufly promlfed, that all his

difclples, whatever may be their fms, fhall be faved, by their own

faith and his interceilion, from eternal damnation. It is not fur-

prlfing that fuperftition iliould a^: moil powerfully on the fears of

licr votaries, fince the human fancy can paint with more energy

the mlfery than the blifs of a future life. \Vlth th^ two fimple ele-

ments of darknefs and fire, we create a fenfatlon of pain, which

may be aggravated to an Infinite degree by the idea of endlefs dura-

tion. But the fame idea operates with an oppofite effed on the con-

tinuity of pleafvu-e ; and too much of our prefent enjoyments Is ob-

tained from the relief or the comparifon of cviL It Is natural enough

that an Arabian prophet fliould dwell with rapture on the groves,

the fountains, and the rivers, of paradife ; but inilead of infplrlng

the bleffed Inhabitants with a liberal tafte for harmony and fclence,

converfatlon and frlendflilp, he idly celebrates, the pearls and dia-

monds, the robes of filk, pakces of marble, diihes of gold, rich

wines, artificial dainties, numerous attendants, and the whole train

of fenfual and coftly luxury, which becomes infipld to the owner^

even in the ihort period of this mortal life. Seventy-two Hoiir'is^ or

black-eyed girls, of refplendent beauty, blooming youth, virgin

purity, and exqulfite fenfibllity, will be created for the ufe of Uic

meaneft believer ; a moment of pleafure will be prolonged to a thou-

fand years, and his faculties will be encreafed an hundred fold, to

render him worthy of his felicity. Notwithilanding a vulgar preju-

dice.
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dice, the gates of heaven will be open to both fcxes ; but Mahomet has C A

not fpecified the male companions of the female eled, left he iliould ^^. -J
'-

_

either alarm the jealoufy of their former hufbands, or difturb their

felicity, by the fufpicion of an everlafting marriage. This image of

a carnal paradife has provoked the indignation, perhaps the envy, of

the monks : they declaim againft the impure religion of Mahomet

;

and his modeft apologifts are driven to the poor excufe of figures

and allegories. But the founder and more confiftent party adhere,

without ihame, to the literal interpretation of the Koran : ufelefs

would be the refurredtion of the body, unlefs it were reftored to the

and exercife of its worthieft faculties ; and the union of {en-

fual and intelledtual enjoyment is requifite to complete the happinefs

of the double animal, the perfedl man. Yet the joys of the Maho-
metan paradife will not be confined to the indulgence of luxury and

appetite ; and the prophet has exprefsly declared, that all meaner

happinefs will be forgotten and defpifed by the faints and martyrs,

who fliall be admitted to the beatitude of the divine vifion "°.

The firft and moft arduous conquefts of Mahomet'" were thofe ^f^'^omet

preaches at

of Mecca,
A. D. 609,

hiftorlcal difcourfes, and the three traniluors.
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"° For the day of judgment, hell, para-

dife, &c. confult the Koran (c. 2. v. 25.

C. 56. 78, &c.) ; with Maracci's virulent, but

learned, refutation (in his notes, and in the

Prodromus, part iv. p. 78. 120. 122, &c.);

d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 368.

375. Reland, p. 47—61.); and Sale (p. 76
— 103O• The original ideas of the Magi
are darkly and doubtfully explored by their

apologiilDr.Hyde (Hift. Religionis Perfarum,

c. 33. p. 402—412. Oxon. 176c). In the

article of Mahomet, Baylehas (hewn how in-

differently wit and philofophy fupply the ab-

fcnce of genuine information.

'" Before I enter on the hiftory of the

prophet, it is incumbent on me to produfe

my evidence. The Latin, French, and Eng-
li(h verfions of the Koran, are preceded by

Ff

Maracci (torn. i. p. 10—32.), Savary (torn. i.

p. I—248.), and Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe,

p. 33— 56.), had accurately ftudied the lan-

guage and charafler of fheir author. Two
profeiTed lives of Mahomet have been com-
pofed by Dr. Prideaux (Life of Mahomet,
feventh edition, London, 1718, in oflavo)

and the count de Boulainvilliers (Vie de Ma-
homed, Londres, 1730, in oflavo) ; but the

adverfe wifti of finding an impollor or an

iiero, has too often corrupted the learning of

the doiftor and the ingenuity of the count.

The article in d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient.

p. 59S— 603.), is chieflydrawn from Novairi

and Mircond ; but the beft and authen-

tic of our guides is M. Gagnier, a French-

man by birth, and profeiiijr at Oxford of the

2 Oriental
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CHAP, of his wife, his fervant, his pupil, and his friend"*; fince he pre-

_ -.- _' fented himfelf as a prophet to thole who were moft converfant with

his infirmities as a man. Yet Cadijah l)cHevcd the words, and

cheriflied the glory, of her hufband ; the obiequious and affeftionate

Zeid was tempted by the profpeit, of freedom; the illuftrlous Ali, the

fon of Abu Taleb, embraced the fentiments of his coufin with the fpirit

of a youthful hero ; and the wealth,, the moderation, the veracity of

Abubeker, confirmed the religion, of the prophet whom he was

deftined to fucceed. By his perfuafion, ten of the moft refpeftable

citizens of Mecca were introduced to the private leflbns of Iflam ;.

they yielded to the voice of reafon and enthufiafm ; they repeated

the fundamental creed ;
" there is but one God, and Mahomet is

" the apoftle of God ;" and their faith, even in this life, was re-

warded with riches and honours, with the command of armies and

the government of kingdoms. Three years were filently employed

in the converfion of fourteen profelytes, the firft fruits of his miifion ;

but in the fourth year he afiumed the prophetic office, and re-

folving to impart to his family the light of divine truths he prepared

a banquet, a lamb, as it is fald, and a bowl of milk, for the enter-

tainment of forty guefts of the race of Haihem. " Friends and

** kinfmen," faid Mahomet to the aflembly, " I offer you, and

Oriental tongues. In two elaborate works A. D. 1556 (d'Herbelot, p. 397. Gagnier,

(Ifmael Abulfeda de Vita et Rebus gertis Mo- torn. iii. p. 209, 2ie.). Thefe are my gene-

hammedis, &:c. Latine vertit, Prsfatione et ral vouchers, and the inquifitive reader may
Notis illullravit Johannes Gagnier, Oxen, follow the order of time, and the divifion of

1723, in folio. La Vie de Mahomet traduite chapters. Yet I muft obferve, that both

et compilee de I'.'Vlcoran, des Traditions au- Abulfeda and Al Jannabi are modern hiilo-

thentiques de la Sonna et des meilleurs Au- rians, and that they cannot appeal to any

teurs Arabes ; Amfterdam, 1748, 3 vols, in writers of the firll century of the Hegira.

12"") he has interpreted, illuftrated, and fup- "^ After the Greeks, Prideaux (p. 8.)

plied the Arabic text of Abulfeda and Al difclofes the fecret doubts of the wife of Ma-
Jannabi ; the firft, an enlightened prince, who hornet. As if he had been a privy counfellor

reigned at Hamah, in Syria, A. D. 1310

—

of the prophet, Bouiainvilliers (p. 272, &c.)

1332 -(fee Gagnier Prxfat. ad Abulfed.) ; the unfolds the fublime and patriotic views of

fecond, a «reduloiis do^or, whoyifited Mecca Cadijah and the uril difciplei.

" I alone
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* I alone can offer, the moft precious of gifts, the treafurcs of C HAP.
" this world and of the world to come. God has commanded me
" to call you to his fervice. Who among you will fupport my
*' burthen ? Who among you will be my companion and my
"vizir"'?" No anfwer was returned, till the filence of aftoniih-

ment, and doubt, and contempt, was at length broken by the im-

patient courage of Ali, a youth in the fourteenth year of his age.

" prophet, I am the man : whofoever rifes againft thee, I will

" daih out his teeth, tear out his eyes, break his legs, rip up his

" belly. prophet, I will be thy vizir over them." Mahomet

accepted his offer with tranfport, and Abu Taleb was ironically ex-

horted to refped the fuperior dignity of his fon. In a more ferious

tone, the father of Ali advifed his nephew to relinquiih his imprac-

ticable defign. " Spare your remonftrances," replied the intrepid

fanatic to his uncle and benefador ;
" if they ihould place the fun

" on my right-hand and the moon on my left, they ihould not

" divert me from my courfe." He perievered ten years in the ex-

ercife of his miffion ; and the religion which has overfpread the Eait

and the Weft, advanced with a flow and painful progrefs within

the walls of Mecca. Yet Mahomet enjoyed the fatisfadlion of be-

holding the encreafe of his infant congregation of Unitarians, who

revered him as a prophet, and to whom he feafonably difpenfed the

fpiritual nourifhment of the Koran. The number of profelytes may

be efteemed by the abfence of eighty-three men and eighteen women,

who retired to ^Ethiopia in the feventh year of his miffion : and his

party was fortified by the timely converfion of his uncle Hamza,

and of the fierce and inflexible Omar, who fignalifed in the caufe of

"' Vezirus, portitor, bajului, onus ferens ; vour to preferve the Arabian idiom, as far as

and this plebeian name was transferred by an lean feel it myfelf, in 3 Latin or French

apt metaphor to the pillars of the (late (Gag- tranflation.

nier, Not. ad Abulfed. p. 15.). I endea-

3 Iflam
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CHAP, Iflam the fame zeal wliich he had exerted for its delbud'ion. Nor

V. was the charity of Mahomet confined to the tribe of Koreiih or the

precinds of Mecca : on folemn feflivals, in the days of pilgrimage,

he frequented the Caaba, accofted the ftrangers of every tribe, and

urged, both in private converfe and public difcourfc, the belief and

worfhip of a fole Deity. Confcious of his reafon and of liis weak-

nefs, he aflerted the liberty of confciencc, and difclaimcd the ufe of

religious violence "*
: but he called the Arabs to repentance, and

conjured them to remember the ancient idolaters of Ad and Thamud,

whom the divine juilice had fvvept away from the face of the

earth'".

If oppored The people of Mecca was hardened in their unbelief by fuper-

rciih!*^
° ftition and envy. The elders of the city, the uncles of the prophet,

afFeded to defpife the prefumption of an orphan, the reformer of

his country : the pious orations of Mahomet in the Caaba were an-

fvvered by the clamours of Abu Taleb. " Citizens and pilgrims, liften

*' not to the tempter, hearken not to his impious novelties. Stand

" fail in the worihip of Al Lata and Al Uzzah." Yet the fon of

Abdallah was ever dear to the aged chief; and he protected the fame

and perfon of his nephew againft the aflaults of the Koreiihites,

who had long been jealous of the pre-eminence of the family of

Hafhem. Their malice was coloured with the pretence of religion :

in the age of Job, the crime of impiety was puniflied by the Arabian

" The pafiages of the Koran in behalf of the Arabs (Pocock, Specimen, p. 15— 37.)•

toleration, are ftrong and numerous: c. 2. The caverns of the tribe of Thamud, fit for

V. 257. c. 16. 129. c. 17. ^4. c. 4.3. 1 5. c. 50. men o{ the ordinary ftature, were (hewn in

39. c. 88. 21, &c. with the notes of Maracci the midway between Medina and Djmafciis

and Sale. This charafter alone may gene- (Abulfed. Arabi.x Dcfcript. p. 43, 44 ), and

rally decide the doubts of the learned, whe- jnay be probably afcribed to the Troglodytes

ther a chapter was revealed at Mecca or Me- of the primitive world (MichacHs, ad Lowth

dina. de Poefi Hebra-or. p. 131— 134. Recherches

"' See the Koran (paflim, and efpccially fur les Egyptiens, torn. ii. p. 48, &c.).

c. 7. p. 123, 124, &C'), and the tradition of

magiftrate

;

13
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magiftrate"" ; and Mahomet was guilty of deferting and denying CHAP,

the national deities. But fo loofe was the policy of Mecca, that the u-

—

—-J

leaders of the Koreiih, inftead of accullng a criminal, were compelled

to employ the meafures of perfuafion or violence. They repeatedly

addrefled Abu Taleb in the ftyle of reproach and menace. " Thy
" nephew reviles our religion ; he accufes our wife forefathers of

*' ignorance and folly ; filence him quickly, left he kindle tumult and

*' difcord in the city. If he perfevere, we Ihall draw our fwords

" a"-ainft him and his adherents, and thou wilt be rcfponfiblc for

" the blood of thy fellow-citizens." The weight and moderation

of Abu Taleb eluded the violence of religious fadion ; the moft

helplefs or timid of the difciples retired to ^Ethiopia, and the pro-

phet withdrew himfelf to various places of ftrength in the town and •-

country. As he was ftill fupported by his family, the reft of the

tribe of Koreiih engaged themfelves to renounce all intercourfe with

the children of Haihem, neither to buy nor fell, neither to marry

nor to give in marriage, but to purfue them with implacable enmity,

till they fhould deliver the peribn of Mahomet to the juftice of the

gods. The decree v/as lufpended in the Caaba before the eyes of

the nation ; the mefiengers of the Koreiih purfued the Mufulman

exiles in the heart of Africa : they befieged the prophet and his

moft faithful followers, intercepted their water, and inflamed their

mutual animofity by the retaliation of injuries and infults. A doubt-

ful truce reftored the appearances of concord ; till the death of Abu

Taleb abandoned Mahomet to the power of his enemies, at the

moment when he was deprived af his domeftic comforts by the lofs

of his faithful and generous Cadijah. Abu Sophian, the chief of

"' In the time of Job, the crime of im- 651. edit. Michaelis,- and letter of a late

piety was punilhed by the Arabian magiftrate profeflbr in the univerfity of Oxford, p. ij—
(c. 31. V. 26, 27, 28.'. 1 bluih for a refpciil- 53.), who juftifies and applauds this pairi-

ab!e prelate (dc lOefl Hebra;orura, p. 6jO, archal inquifttion.

the
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the branch of Ommiyah, fucceeded to the prhicipaUty of the re-

pubUc of Mecca. A zealous votary of the idols, a mortal foe of the

line of Haihem, he convened an aiicmbly of the Koreiihites and

their allies, to decide the fate of the apoftle. His imprifonment

might provoke the defpair of his enthufiafm ; and the exile of an

eloquent and popular fanatic would diffule the mifchief through the

provinces of Arabia. His death was refolved ; and they agreed that

a fword from each tribe fliould be buried in his heart, to divide the

and driven guilt cf his blood and baffle the vengeance of the Haihemites. An

/"« -7 / a!d. bu2^' angel or a fpy revealed their confpiracy ; and flight was the only

/ refource of Mahomet '". At the dead of night, accompanied by

^
his friend Abubeker, he filently efcaped from his houfe : the aifaf-

fms watched at the door ; but they were deceived by the figure of

Ali, who repofed on the bed, and was covered with the green veft-

ment of the apoftle. The Koreiih refpeded the piety of the heroic

youth ; but fome verfes of Ali, which are ftill extant, exhibit an

interefting pi£lure of his anxiety, his tendernefs, and his religious

confidence. Three days Mahomet and his companion were con-

cealed in the cave of Thor, at the diftance of a league from Mecca
;

and in the clofe of each evening, they received from the fon and

daughter of Abubeker, a fecret fupply of intelligence and food. The

diligence of the Koreifli explored every haunt in the neighbourhood

of the city, they arrived at the entrance of the cavern ; but the pro-

vidential deceit of a fpider's web and a pigeon's neft, is fuppofed

to convince them that the place was folitary and inviolate. " Wc
" arc only two," faid the trembling Abubeker. " There is a third,"

replied the prophet ;
" it is God himfelf." No fooncr was the pur-

fuit abated, than the two fugitives iifued from the rock, and mounted

their camels : on the road to Medina, they were overtaken by the

"' D'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 44-5. Me quotes a particular hiftory of the flight of

Mahomet.
cmiflarics
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cmliTaries of the Koreiih ; they redeemed themfelves with prayers and chap.
promlfes from their hands. In this eventful moment, the lance of " ^—',

an Arab might have changed the hiftory of the world. The flight

of the prophet from Mecca to Medina has fixed the memorable sera

of the Hegira''^^ which, at the end of twelve centuries, ilill difcrimi-

nates the lunar years of the Mahometan nations"'.

The religion of the Koran might have periftied in its cradle, had Received as

not Medina embraced with faith and reverence the holy outcails of Medina,

Mecca. Medina, or the c'lty^ known under the name of Yathreb,

before it was fanftified by the throne of the prophet, was divided be-

tween the tribes of the Charegites and the Awfites, whofe hereditary

feud was rekindled by the flighteft provocations : two colonies of

Jews, who boafted a facerdotal race, were their humble allies, and

without converting the Arabs, they introduced the tafte of fcience

and religion, which diftinguifhed Medina as the city of the book.

Some of her nobleft citizens, in a pilgrimage to the Caaba, were

converted by the preaching of Mahomet ; on their return they dif-

fufed the belief of God and his prophet, and the new alliance \3.%

ratified by their deputies in two fecret and nodlurnal interviews on

a hill in the fuburbs of A'lecca. In the firft, ten Charegites and two

Awfites united in faith and love, protefted in the name of their

wives, their children, and their abfent brethren, that they would

for ever profefs the creed, and obferve the precepts, of the Koran.

The fecond was a political aifociation, the firft vital fpark of the

'" The Hegira was inilituted by Omar, of Ullug Beig's Epochre Arabum, &c. c. i.

the fecond caliph, in imitation of the «ra of p. 8. lo, &c.).

the martyrs of the Chriflians (d'Herbelot, "' Mahomet's life, from his miffion to the

p. 444) ; and properly commenced fixty- Hegira, m?.v te found in Abulfeda (p. 14

—

eight days before the flight of Mahomet, with 4y) and Gagnier (torn. i. p. 134—251.

the firft of Moharren, or firll day of that 342—33^,0• The legend from p. 187— 234.
Arabian year, which coincides with Friday is vouched by Al Jannabi, and difdained by

July i6'h,A.D. 622 (Abulfeda, Vic. Moham. Abulfeda.

c. 22, 23. p. 45— 50. ; and Greaves's edition

Vol. V. G g empire.
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CHAP, empire of the Saracens'". Seventy-three men and two women oi

'
w

' Medina held a folemn conference with Mahomet, his kinfmen,

and his dlfciples ; and pledged themfclves to each other by a mutual

oath of fidelity. They promifed in the name of the city, that if he

iliould be banifl^ed, they would receive him as a confederate, obey^

him as a leader, and defend him to the lail extremity, like their

wives and children. " But if you are recalled by your country,"

they aflvcd with a flattering anxiety, " will you not abandon your

" new allies ?" " All things," replied Mahomet with a fmlle, " are

" now common between us
;
your blood is as my blood, your ruin

" as my ruin. We are bound to each other by the ties of honour

" and intereft. I am your friend, and the enemy of your foes."

" But if we are killed in your fervice, what," exclaimed the de-

puties of Medina, " will be our reward ?"' " Paradise," replied'

the prophet. " Stretch forth thy hand." He ftretched it forth, and'

they reiterated the oath of allegiance and fidelity. Their treaty was

ratified by the people, who unanimoufly embraced the profeflTion of

Iflam ; they rejoiced in the exile of the apoftle, but they trembled'

for his fafety, and impatiently expeiTted his arrival. After a peril-

ous and rapid journey along the fea-coaft, he halted at Koba, two

miles from the city, and made his public entry into Medina, fixteerr

days after his flight from Mecca. Five hundred of the citizens

advanced to meet him ; he was hailed with acclamations of loyalty

and devotion ; Mahomet was mounted on a ihe-camel, an umbrella

(haded his head, and a turban was unfurled before him to fupply

the deficiency of a ilandard. His bravefl: difciplcs, who had been'

fcattered by the ilorm, aOemblcd round his pcrfon : and the equal,,

though various, merit of the Moflems was diftinguiflaed by the

"" The triple inauguration of MAhrmet is and Gngrier (tern. i. p. 34', See. 549, ice.

ilffcribcd by .'^bulfeda (^i. 30. 33. 40. So) icm, ii. p. 223, Sec).

names
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Thames of Mohagerians and Anfars, the fugitives of Mecca, and tlie C A p,

atixiliaries of Medina. To eradicate the feeds of jealoufy, Mahomet < >, 1

judicioufly coupled his principal followers with the rights and obli-

gations of brethren, and when Ali found himfelf without a peer,

the prophet tenderly declared, that he would be the companion and

brother of the noble youth. The expedient was crowned with fuc-

cefs ; the holy fraternity was refpeded in peace and war, aiid the

two parties vied with each other in a generous emulation of courage

and fidelity. Once only the concord was flightly ruffled by an ac-

cidental quarrel ; a patriot of Medina arraigned the infolence of the

llrangers, but the hint of their expulfion was heard with abhorrence,

and his own fon mofl eagerly offered to lay at the apoftle's feet the

Jiead of his father.

Prom his eftabliihment at Medina, Mahomet alTumed the exercife His regal
^ ... r

dignity,

of the regal and facerdotal office ; and it was impious to appeal from A. D.

a judge whofe decrees were infpired by the divine wifdom. A fmall

portion of ground, the patrimony of two orphans, Avas acquired by

gift or purchafe
""

; on that chofen fpot, he built an houfe and a

niofch more venerable in their rude firaplicity than the palaces and

temples of the AiTyrian caliphs. His feal of gold, or filver, was in-

fcribed with the apoftolic title ; when he prayed and preached in the

weekly affembly, he leaned againft the trunk of a palm-tree ; and it

was long before he indulged himfelf in the ufe of a chair or pulpit

of rough timber '". After a reign of fix years, fifteen hundred

Mollems,

'^' Pr!i.lcaax (Life of M.i>iomet, p. 44.) trade, but a noble tribe of Arabs.

reviles the wickcdncfs of the impnrtor, who The dcfolate ftate of the ground is defcribed

.'Jelpojled two poor orphans, the fonsof acar- by Ab'jlfeda; and his worthy interpreter has

penter; a reproach which he drew from the proved, from Al Bochari, tlie ciFer of a price ;

Dif()Ut3tio con'.ra Saracenoi, compofed in from Al Jannabi, the fair purchafe; and from

Arabic before the year 1 1 30; but the honed Ahmed Ben Jofeph, the payment of the money

Gagnier (ad Abulfed. p. 53.) has (hewn by the geiiero'.is Abubeker. On thefe grounds

that they were deceived by the word jil Nng- the prophet mult be honourably acquitted.

jar, which fignifies, in this place, not an '-^ Al Janndbi (apud Gagnier, torn. ii.

G g p. 245.
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CHAP. Mollenis, In arms and in tlic licld, renewed their oath of a!Ie-

»——w

—

J giance ; and their chief repeated the aflurance of protedion till the

death of the lail member, or the final difiblution of the party. It

was in the fame camp that the deputy of Mecca was aftonifhed by

the attention of the faithful to the words and looks of the prophet,

by the eagernefs with which they colledled his fpittle, an hair that

dropt on the ground, the refufe water of his luftrations, as if they

participated in fome degree of the prophetic virtue. " I have feen,"

faid he, " the Chofroes of Perfia and the C^efar of Rome, but never

" did I behold a king among his fubjeils like Mahomet among his

*' companions." The devout fervour of enthufiafm a£ts with more

energy and truth than the cold and formal fervility of courts.

He declares In the ilate of nature every man has a right to defend, by force of

the infidels, arms, his perfon and his poiTeflions ; to repel, or even to prevent,

the violence of his enemies, and to extend his hoftilities to a rea-

fonable meafure of fatisfaition and retaliation. In the free fociety of

the Arabs, the duties of fubjedl and citizen impofed a feeble re-

ftraint ; and Mahomet, in the exercife of a peaceful and benevolent

miffion, had been defpoiled and baniilied by the injuftice of his

countrymen. The choice of an independent people had exalted the

fugitive of Mecca to the rank of a fovereign ; and he was inverted

with the juft prerogative of forming alliances, and of waging of-

fenfive or defenfive war. The imperfcilion of human rights was

fupplied and armed by the plenitude of divine power : the prophet

of Medina affumed, in his new revelations, a fiercer and more fan-

guinary tone, which proves that his former moderation was the

ciFeft of weaknefs '^^
: the means of perfuafion had been tried,

p. 246. 324.) defcribes the feal and pulpit, as ran are the loudeil and mofl vehement; and

two venerable relics of the apoftle of God ;
Maracci (Prodromus, part iv. p. 59— 64.)

and the portrait of his court is taken from has inveighed with more julUce than difcrc-

Abulfeda (c. 44. p. 85.)- ''°" ^gainll ihe double-dealing of the im-

"^ The viii''' and ix"• chapters of the Ko- pollor.

A the
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the feafon of forbearance was elapfed, and he was now commanued CHAP.
to propagate his religion by the fword, to deftroy the monuments of * -v-—

'

idolatry, and, without regarding the fandity of days or months, to

purfue the unbelieving nations of the earth. The fame bloody pre-

cepts, fo repeatedly inculcated in the Koran, are afcribed by the

author to the Pentateuch and the Gofpel. But the mild tenor of the

evangelic flyle may explain an ambiguous text, that Jefus did not

bring peace on the earth, but a fword : his patient and humble vir-

tues ihould not be confounded with the intolerant zeal of princes

and biihops, have difgraced the name of his difciples. In the

profecution of religious v.'ar, Mahomet might appeal with more pro-

priety to the example of Mofes, of the judges and the kings of

Ifrael. The military laws of the Hebrews are ftill more rigid than

thofe of the Arabian legiflator '"*, The Lord of hofts marched in

perfon before the Jews : if a city refifted their fummons, the males,

without diftindion, were put to the fword : the feven nations of

Canaan were devoted to deftruilion ; and neither repentance nor

converfion could iliield them from the inevitable doon), that no

creature within their precindls ihould be left alive. The fair option

of friendihip, or fubmiilion, or battle, was propofed to the enemies

of Mahomet. If they profeifed the creed of Iflam, they were ad-

mitted to all the temporal and fpiritual benefits of his primitive dif-

ciples, and marched under the fame banner to extend the religion

which they had embraced. The clemency of the prophet was decided

by his intereit, yet he feldom trampled on a proftrate eriemy ; and he

feems to promife, that, on the payment of a tribute, the leaft guilty

of his unbelieving fubjeds might be indulged in their worfhip, or

'-* The x'*• and xx''> chapters of Deutero- prefent age. But the bifiiops, as well as

ncmy, v\iih the praftical comments of Joihua, the rabbis of former times, have beat the

David, &c. are read with more awe than drum-ecdefiaftic with pleafure and fuccefs

fatisfaflion by the pious Chriflians of the (Sale's Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 142, 143-)•

at
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C 1,1 A Y. at leafl: la tlicir imperfedl faith. In the firfl: months of liis leign, he

«——

V

pradlifed tlic Itiluns of holy warfixre, and clifphycd his white hanncr

before the gates of Medina: the martial apoftle fought in perfon at

nine baules or lieges '"
; and fifty cnterprifes of war were atchieved

in ten years by himlelf or liis Ueutenants. The Arab continued to

unite the profeilions of a merchant and a robber ; and his petty ex-

curfions for the defence or the attack of a caravan infenfibly pre-

pared his troops for the conqueft of Arabia. The diflribution of the

ipoil was regulated by a divine law '"
: the whole was faithfully col-

lected in one common mafs : a fifth of the gold and filver, the pri-

foners and cattle, the nioveablcs and immoveables, was referved by

the prophet for pious and charitable ufes ; the remainder was fhared

in adequate portions by the foldicrs who had obtained the vidlory

or guarded the camp : the rewards of the flain devolved to their

widows and orphans ; and the encreafe of cavalry was encouraged

by the allotment of a double ihare to the horfe and to the man.

From all fides the roving Arabs were allured to the ftandard of reli-

gion and plunder : the apoftle faniitified the licence of embracing the

female captives as their wives or concubines ; and the enjoyment of

wealth and beauty was a feeble type of the joys of paradife prepared

for the valiant martyrs of the faith. " The fword," fays Mahomet,

" is the key of heaven and of hell : a drop of blood ihed in the

" caule of God, a night fpent in arms, is of more avail than two
" months of faftlng or prayer : whofoever falls in battle, his fins are

" forgiven : at the day of judgment his wounds ihall be refplendent

"5 Abulfeda, in Vit. Moham. p. 156. The martial fayings are recorded by tradition

private arfenal of the apoHle confiiled of nine (Gagnier, torn. ii. p. 88. 357.).
fwords, three lances, fevcn pikes or half- . -phe whole fubjeft de jure belli Mo-
pikes, a quivtr and three bows, fevcn cui- haminedanorum, is e.xhaurtcd .in a feparate
rafTcs. three fhR-ldf, and two helmets (Gag-

difl-,„3iion by the learned Reland (DiiTerta-
n.er, torn. in. p. 3^^-?34-^. with a large ^^,,^, Mifccllanex, torn. iii. Dlflert. x. p. 3
white ftandard, a black banner (p- 3'5.)> r, )

twenty horfcs (p. 322.), &c. Two of his
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" as Vermillion and odoriferous as muik ; and the lofs of his Hmbs CHAP.
•' ihall be fupplied by the wings of angels and cherubim." The < ^-—

>

intrepid fouls of the Arabs were fired with enthufiafm : the pidure

of the invifible world was ftrongly painted on their imagination
;

and the death which they had always defpifed became an objedl of

hope and defire. The Koran inculcates, in the moil abfolute fenfe,

the tenets of fate and predeftination, which would extinguiih both

induftry and virtue, if the ailions of man were governed by his fpe-

culative belief. Yet their influence in every age has exalted the

courage of the Saracens and Turks. The firft companions of Ma-

homet advanced to battle with a fearlefs confidence : there is no

danger where there is uo chance : they were ordained to periili in

their beds ; or they were fafe and invulnerable amidil the darts of

the enemy "''.

Perhaps the Koreifn would have been content with the flight of His defenfiv-e
*" wars again ft

Mahomet, had they not been provoked and alarmed by the ven- the Koreiih

c 1 , , • , . r• • 1 • °^ Mecca.
geance or an enemy, who could mtercent their Syrian trade as it

pailed and repafled through the territory of Medina. Abu Sopliian

himfelf, with only thirty or forty followers, conducted a wealthy

caraA'an of a thoufand camels : the fortune or dexterity of his march

efcaped the vigilance of Mahomet ; but the chief of the KoreiOi was

hiformed that the holy robbers were placed in ambufli to await hi^

return. He difpatched a mefTenger to his brethren of Mecca, and

they were roufed, by the fear of lofing their merchandife and their

provifions, unlefs they haftened to his relief with the military force

of the city. The ilicred band of Mahomet was fornied of three

'"The doarine of abfolute predellina- ofMar^cci). Reland (de Re!!g. Moiiamm.
tion, on which few religions can reproach p. 61-64.) and Sale (Prelini'. Dircourfe,
each other, is fternly e.xpofed in the Koran p. 103.) reprefent the opinions of the doc-
(c. 3. p. 52, 55. c. 4. p. 70, Sec. with the tors, and our modern travellers the con-
notes of Sale, and c. 17. p. 413. wirh thofe /id;nce, the fading confidence, of :he 'i'urks.

S hundred
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A
L.

Battle of

Beder,

A.D.Uzi

P• hundred and thirteen Moflems, of whom feventy-feven ^vcre fii-

-' gitives, and the reft auxiUaries : they mounted by turns a train of

feventy camels (the camels of Yathrcb were formidable in war)

;

but fuch was the poverty of his firft difciples, that only two could

appear on horfeback in the field '". In the fertile and famous vale

of Bcder "', three ftations from Medina, he was informed by

his fcouts of the caravan that approached on one fide ; of the

Koreifh, one hundred horfe, eight hundred and fifty foot, who ad-

vanced on the other. After a fliort debate, he facrificed the profpedl

of wealth to the purfuit of glory and revenge ; and a flight intrench-

ment was formed, to cover his troops, and a ftream of frefli water that

glided through the valley. *' God," he exclaimed as the numbers

of the Koreifli defcended from the hills, " God, if thefe are de-

" ftroyed, by whom wilt thou be worihipped on the earth ?—Cou-

" rage, my children, clofe your ranks ; difcharge your arrows, and

" the day is your own." At thefe words he placed himfelf, with

Abubeker, on a throne or pulpit "", and inftantly demanded the fuc-

cour of Gabriel and three thoufand angels. His eye was fixed on

'" Al Jannabi (apud Gagnier, torn. ii.

p. 9.) allows him feventy or eighty horfe;

and on two other occafions prior to the battle

of Ohud, he enlills a body of thirty (p. 10.))

and of 500 (p. 66.) troopers. Yet the Muful-

mans, in the field of Ohud, had no more

than two horfes, according to the better fenfe

of Abulfeda (in Vit. Mohamm. p. xxxi.

p. 65.). In the yi'c'y province, the camels

were numerous ; but the horfe appears to

have been kfs common than in the Ha/py or

the Di/ert .Arabia.

"' Bedder Hounecne, twenty miles from

Medina, and forty from Mecca, is on the

high road of the caravan of Egypt ; and the

pilgrims annually commemorate the pro-

phet's viiflory by illutrinations, rockets. Sec.

Shaw's Travels, p. 477.

"° The place to which Mahomet retired

during the adlion is ftyled by Gagnier (in

Abulfeda, c. 27. p. 58. Vie de Mahomet,

tom. ii. p- 30. 33.), Umbraculum, une logc de

boil avec une pone. The fame Arabic word

is rendered by Reiike (Annales Moflemici

Abulfeda:, p. 23.) by Solimit, Suggefius edi-

lior; and the difference is of the utmoA mo-
ment for the honour both of the interpreter

and of the hero. I am forry to obferve the

pride and acrimony with which Reifke chaf-

tifts his fello.v-labourer. S.xpc fic vcrtit, ut

intcgras pnginse nequeant nifi una litura cor-

rigi: Arabice non fatis callebat et carebat ju-

dicio critico. J. J. Reiftce, ProdiJagmata ad

Hagji Chalifaj Tabulas, p. 228. ad calcem

Abulfedx Syria: Tabula;; Lipfia:, 1766, in 4'°.

the
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the field of battle ; the Mufulmans fainted and were prefied : i^ C A P.

that decifive moment the prophet ftarted from his throne, mounted v_— —-/

his horfe, and caft a handful of fand into the air ;
" Let their faces

" be covered with confufion." Both armies heard the thunder of

his voice : their fancy beheld the angelic warriors "'
: the Koreifli

trembled and fled : feventy of the braveft were flain ; and feventy

captives adorned the firft vidlory of the faithful. The dead bodies

of the Koreifli were defpoiled and infulted : two of the moft ob-

noxious prifoners were puniftied with death ; and the ranfom of the

others, four thoufand drams of filver, compenfated in fome degree

the efcape of the caravan. But it was in vain that the camels of

Abu Sophian explored a new road through the defert and along

the Euphrates : they were overtaken by the diligence of the Muful-

mans ; and wealthy muft have been the prize, if twenty thoufand

drams could be fet apart for the fifth of the apoftle. The refentment

of the public and private lofs ftimulated Abu Sophian to colle£t a

body of three thoufind men, feven hundred of whom were armed

with cuirafl'es, and two hundred were mounted on horfeback : three

thoufand camels attended his march ; and his v^?ife Henda, with fif-

teen matrons of Mecca, inceffantly founded their timbrels to ani-

mate the troops, and to magnify the greatnefs of Hobal, the moft po-

pular deity of the Caaba. The ftandard of God and Mahomet was of Ohud,-A, D. 02?«
upheld by nine hundred and fifty believers : the difproportion of ' "

numbers was not more alarming than in the field of Beder ; and

their prefumption of vidory prevailed againft the diA'ine and human

fenfe of the apoftle. The fecond battle was fought on mount Ohud,

"' The loofe expreffions of the Koran coran, tom. ii. p. 131.)• Yet the fame fcho-

(c. 3. p. 124, 125. c. 8. p. 9.) allow the com- Hafts confefs, that this angelic band was not

mentaiors to fluftuate between the numbers vifsble to any mortal eye (Maracci, p. 297.)•

of 1000, 3000, or 9C00 angels; and the They refine on the words (c. 8. 16.), " not

fmallert of thefe might fuffice for the flaugh- " thou, but God, &c." (d'Herbelo:, Bibliot.

ler of feventy of the Koreiih (Maracci, Al- Orientale, p. 600, 601.)•

Vol. V. h fix
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C p. fix miles to the north of Mcdhia "'
: the Korcifh advanced hi the

» V J form of a crefccnt ; and the right whig of cavalry was led by Caled,

the fierceft and moil fuccefsful of the Arabian warriors. The troops

of Mahomet were ikilfully pofted on the declivity of the hill ; and

their rear was guarded by a detachment of fifty archers. The

weight of their charge impelled and broke the centre of the idola-

ters ; but in the purfuit they lofl; the advantage of their ground :

the archers deferted their ftation : the Mufulmans were tempted by

the fpoil, difobeyed their general, and difordercd their ranks. The

intrepid Caled, wheeling his cavalry on their flank and rear, ex-

claimed, with a loud voice, that Mahomet was flain. He was in-

deed wounded in the face with a javelin : two of his teeth were

Ihattercd with a ftone
;

yet, in the midft of tumult and difmay, he

reproached the infidels with the murder of a prophet ; and blefled

the friendly hand that ftaunched his blood, and conveyed him to a

place of fafety. Seventy martyrs died for the fins of the people

:

they fell, faid the apoftle, in pairs, each brother embracing his lifelefs

companion '^'
: their bodies were mangled by the inhuman females

of Mecca ; and the wife of Abu Sophian tailed the entrails of

Hamza, the uncle of Mahomet. They might applaud their fuper-

ftition and fatiate their fury ; but the Mufulmans foon rallied in the

field, and the Koreiih wanted ilrength or courage to undertake the

The nations, fiege of Medina, It was attacked the enfuing year by an army of
cr the ditch,

, - , . t i • i • i i• • • • t. D.625. ten thouiand enemies ; and this third expedition is vanoully named

from the nations^ which marched under the banner of Abu Sophian,

from the ditch which was drawn before the city, and a camp of thrce

thoufand Mufulmans. The prudence of Mahomet declined a ge-

neral engagement : the valour of Ali was fignalized in fingle com-

bat ; and the war was protraded twenty days, till the final feparation

'* Geogrnph. Nubienfis, p. 47. — 53. with Sale's notes), the prophet alleges

^' In the iil'' chapter of the Koran (•50 fomc poor excufes for the defeat of Ohud.
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of the confederates. A tempeft of wind, rain, and hail, overturned C a P-

their tents : their private quarrels w^ere fomented by an infidious ad- - '-

_j.

verfary ; and the Koreilh, deferted by their allies, no longer hoped

to fubvert the throne, or to check the conquefts, of their invincible

exile '".

The choice of Jerufalem for the firft kcbla of prayer, difcovers the Mahomet

early propenfity of Mahomet in favour of the Jev?s ; and happy jews of

would it have been for their temporal intereft, had they recog- A?b.

nifed, in the Arabian prophet, the hope of Ifrael and the promlfed °^i~^^''

Meffiah. Their obftinacy converted his friendihip into implacable

hatred, with which he purfued that unfortunate people to the laft

moment of his life : and in the double charailer of an apoftle and a

conqueror, his perfecution was extended to both worlds '^\ The

Kainoka dwelt at Medina under the proteition of the city ; he feized

the occafion of an accidental tumult, and fummoned them to em-

brace his religion, or contend with him in battle. " Alas," replied

the trembling Jews, " we are ignorant of the ufe of arms, but we
*' perfevere in the faith and worihip of our fathers ; why wilt thou

" reduce us to the neceffity of a juft defence ?" The unequal con-

fli£l was terminated in fifteen days ; and it was with extreme reluc-

tance that Mahomet yielded to the importunity of his allies, and con-

fented to fpare the lives of the captives. But their riches were con-

fifcated, their arms became more effedual in the hands of the Muful-

mans ; and a wretched colony of feven hundred exiles was driven with

their wives and children to implore a refuge on the confines of Syria.

'^* For the detail of the three Koreiih Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p, 102.).

wars, ofBeder, of Ohud, and of the ditch, '^* Thewarsof Mahomet againft the Jewiih

perufe Abulfeda (p. 56—61. 64.-69. 73

—

tribes, of Kainoka, the Nadhirites, Koraidha,

77.), Gagnier (torn. ii. p. 23—45. 7°^

—

and Chaibar, are related by Abulfeda (p. 61.

96. 120—139.), with the proper articles 71. 77. 87, Sec.) and Gagnier (torn. ii.

of d'Herbelot, and the abridgments of p. 61

—

65.107— 1 12. 139— 148. 268—291•).

Elmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. 6, 7.) and

h 2 The
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CHAP. Xlic Nadhirltes were more guilty, nee they confpired in a friendly

^, .•.- —* interview to aflfailinate the prophet. He befieged their caftle three

miles from Medina, but their rcfolute defence obtained an honour-

able capitulation ; and the garrifon, founding their trumpets and

beating their drums, was permitted to depart with the honours of

war. The Jews had excited and joined the war of the Koreifli : no

fooner had the nations retired from the d'ltcb^ than Mahomet, with-

out laying afide his armour, marched on the fame day to extirpate

the hoftile race of the children of Koraidha. After a refiftance of

twenty-five days, they furrendered at difcretion. They truiled to

the intcrceiTion of their old allies of Medina : they could not be ig-

norant that fanaticifm obliterates the feelings of humanity. A ve-

nerable elder, to whofe judgment they appealed, pronounced the

fentence of their death : feven hundred Jews were dragged in chains

to the market-place of the city : they defcended alive into the grave

prepared for their execution and burial ; and the apoflle beheld with

an inflexible eye the flaughter of his helplefs enemies. Their Iheep

and camels were inherited by the Mufulmans : three hundred

cuiraiTes, five hundred pikes, a thoufand lances, compofed the moil

ufeful portion of the fpoil. Six days journey to the north-eaft of

Medina, the ancient and wealthy town of Chaibar was the feat of

the Jewifh power in Arabia; the territoxy, a fertile fpot in the defert,

was covered with plantations and cattle, and protected by eight

caftles, fome of which were eileemed of impregnable ftrength..

The forces of Mahomet confiiled of two hundred horfe and fourteen

hundred foot : in the fucceiEon of eight regular and painful fieges

they were expofed to danger, and fatigue, and hunger; and the

moft undaunted chiefs defpaired of the event. The apoflle revived

their faith and courage by the example of Ali, on whom he beflowed

the furname of the Lion of God : perhaps we may believe that an

Hebrew champion of gigantic ftature was cloven to the cheil by

his

3



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

his irrefiftible fcymetar ; but we cannot praife the modefty of ro-

mance, which reprefents him as tearing from its hinges the gate of a

fortrcfs, and wielding the ponderous buckler in his left-hand "%

After the redudlion of the caftles, the town of Chaibar fubmltted to

the yoke. The chief of the tribe was tortured, . in the prefence of

Mahomet, to force a confeihon of his hidden treafure : the induftry

of the iliepherds and hufbandmen was rewarded with a precarious

toleration : they were permitted, fo long as it ihould pleafe the con-

queror, to improve their patrimony, in equal fhares, for his emolu-

ment and their own. Under the reign of Omar, the Jews of

Chaibar were tranfplanted to Syria ; and the caliph alleged the in-

jun£lion of his dying mailer, that one and the true religion ihould

be profefled in his native land of Arabia '".

Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet were turned towards Submiffibn

Mecca '^', and he was urged by the moft facred and powerful mo- A. D. 629.

tives to revifit, as a conqueror, the city and the temple from whence

he had been driven as an exile. The Caaba was prefent to his

waking and fleeping fancy : an idle dream was tranflated into vifion

and prophecy ; he unfurled the holy banner ; and a raih promife of

fuccefs too haftily dropped from the lips of the apoftle. His march

from Medina to Mecca, difplayed the peaceful and folemn pom'p of

a pilgrimage : feventy camels chofen and bedecked for facrifice,

preceded the van ; the facred territory was refpeded, and the cap-

^>7

"* Abu Rafe, the fervant of Mahomet, is

fa'id to aifirm, thai he hinrfelf, and feven other

men, afterwards tried, without fuccefi, to'move

the fame gate from the ground (Abulfeda,

p. 90.). Aba Rafe was an eye-witnefs, but

who will witnefs for Abu Rafe?
'" The banifhment of the Jews is attefted

by Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 9.) and the

great Al Zabari (Gagnier, tom.ii. p. 285.).

Yet Niebuhr (Defcription de I'Arabie,

p. 324.) believes, that the Jewilh religion,

and Kareite ieO., are profefled by the

tribe of Chaibar; and that in the plunder of
the caravans, the difciples of Mofes are the

confederates of thofe of Mahomet.
"^ The fucceflive fteps of the reduflion of

Mecca are related by Abulfeda (p. 84^87.

97— 100. 102— 111.) and Gagnier (lom. ii.

p. 209— 24;. 309— 322. tom.iii, p. 1—58.),,

Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 8, 9, lo.j, Abul-

pharagius (Dynaft. p. 103.).

tives
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tives were difmified without ranfom to proclaim his clemency and

^levotion. But no fooner did Mahomet defcend into the plain,

within a day's journey of the city, than he exclaimed, " they have

*' clothed themfelves with the ikins of tygers ;" the numbers and

refolution of the Koreiih oppofed his progrefs ; and the roving

Arabs of the defert might defert or betray a leader whom they had

followed for the hopes of fpoil. The intrepid fanatic funk into a

cool and cautious politician : he waved in the treaty his title of

apoftle of God, concluded with the Koreiih and their allies a truce

of ten years, engaged to reftore the fugitives of Mecca who ihould

embrace his religion, and ftipulated only, for the enfuing year, the

humble privilege of entering the city as a friend, and of remaining

three days to accompliih the rites of the pilgrimage. A cloud of

ihame and forrow h,ung on the retreat of the Mufulmans, and their

difappointment might juftly accufe the failure of a prophet who had

fo often appealed to the evidence of fuccefs. The faith and hope of

the pilgrims were rekindled by the profped of Mecca : their fwords

were ilieathed; feven times in the footfteps of the apoille they en-

compafled the Caaba : the Koreiih had retired to the hills, and Ma-
homet, after the cuftomary facrifice, evacuated the city on the fourth

day. The people was edified by his devotion ; the hoftile chiefs

were awed or divided, or feduced ; and both Caled and Amrou, the

future conquerors of Syria and Egypt, moil feafonably deferted the

finking caufe of idolatry. The power of Mahomet was encreafcd

by the fubmiffion of the Arabian tribes ; ten thoufand foldiers were

alTcmbled for the conqueft of Mecca, and the idolaters, the weaker

party, were eafily convided of violating the truce. Enthufiafm

and difcipline impelled the march and prcferved the fecret, till

the blaze of ten thoufand fires proclaimed to the aftoniflied Ko-

rcifli, the dcfign, the approach, and the irrefiftible force of the

enemy. The haughty Abu Sophian prcfcntcd the keys of the city,

admired
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admired the variety of arms and enfigns that palTed before him in C A P.

review ; obferved that the fon of Abdullah had acquired a mighty < ,~..^

kingdom, and confcfled, under the fcymctar of Omar, that he was

the apoftle of the true God. The return of Marius and Sylla was

ftained with the blood of the Romans : the revenge of Mahomet

was ilimulated by religious zeal, and his injured followers were

eager to execute or to prevent the order of a maffacre. Inftead of

indulging their paflions and his own'", the vi£torious exile forgave

the guilt, and united the faftions, of Mecca. His troops, in three

divifions, marched into the city : eight and twenty of the inhabitants

were flain by the fword of Caled ; eleven men and fix womea were

profcribed by the fentence of Mahomet ; but he blamed the cruelty

of his lieutenant ; and feveral of the moft obnoxious viilims were

indebted for their lives to his clemency or contempt. The chiefs of

the Koreifh were proftrate at his feet. " What mercy can you ex-

*' pe£l from the man whom you have wronged ?" " We confide in

" the generofity of our kinfman." " And you fliall not confide in

" vain : begone ! you are fafe, you are free." The people of

Mecca deferved their pardon by the profeflion of Iflam ; and after

an exile of feven years, the fugitive miflionary was inthroned as the

prince and prophet of his native country '^°. But the three hundred

and fixty idols of the Caaba were ignominioufly broken : the houfe

of God was purified and adorned ; as an example to future times,

•'9 After the conqueft of Mecca, the Ma- of nations. I am informed that a Turkilh
hornet of Voltaire imagines and perpetrates ambaflador at Paris was much fcandalized at

the moft horrid crimes. The poet confefles, the reprefentation of this tragedy,

that he is not fupported by the truth of hif- ° The Mahometan doftors'ftill difpute,

tory, and can only allege, que celui qui fait whether Mecca was reduced by force or con-
la guerre h fa patrie au nom de Dicu, eft fent (Abulfeda, p. 107, et Gagnier ad lo-

capable de tout (Oeuvresde Voltaire, tom. XV. cum); and this verbal controverfy is of as

p. 282.). The maxim is neither charitable much moment, as our own about William the-

nor philofophic; and fome reverence is furely thg Conqueror.
dae to the fame of heroes and the religioa

7 the



240 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, the apoille again fulfilled the duties of a pilgrim ; and a perpetual

^——^ ' law was enaded that no unbeliever fliould dare to fet his foot on the

territory of the holy city'*'.

Conqueil of The conqueft of Mecca determined the faith and obedience of the

A. b. Arabian tribes '^^
; who, according to the viciflitudes of fortune, had

6z^-6iz.
pjjgygj or (lifregarded the eloquence or the arms of the prophet.

Indifference for rites and opinions ftill marks the charader of the

Bedoweens ; and they might accept, as loofely as they hold, the

doftrine of the Koran. Yet an obftinate remnant ftill adhered to

the religion and liberty of their anceftors, and the war of Honain

derived a proper appellation from the /Vo/r, whom Mahomet had

vowed to deftroy, and whom the confederates of Tayef had fworn

to defend '*\ Four thoufand pagans advanced with fecrecy and

fpeed to furprife the conqueror ; they pitied and defpifed the fupine

negligence of the Korelih, but they depended on the wiihes, and

perhaps the aid, of a people who had fo lately renounced their gods,

and bowed beneath the yoke of their enemy. The banners of

Medina and Mecca were difplaycd by the prophet; a crowd of Be-

doweens encreafed the ftrength or numbers of the army, and twelve

thoufand Mufulmans entertained a rafh and fmful prefumption of

their invincible ftrength. They defcended without precaution into

the valley of Honain : the heights had been occupied by the archers

*' In excluding the ChrilVians from the '*' Abulfeda, p. 112— 115. Gagnier,

peninfula of Arabia, the province of Hejaz, torn. iii. p. 67—88. D'Herbelot,-
or the navigation of the Red Sea, Chardin med.

(Voyages en Perfe, torn, i v. p. 166.) and '' The fiege of Tayef, divifion of the

Roland (Diflert. Mifcell. torn. iii. •5•) fpoil, &c. are related by Abulfeda (p. 1 17—
are more rigid than the Mufulmans them- 123•); and Gagnier, (torn. iii. p. 88— 111 ).

ielves. The Chrirtians are received without It is 1 Jannabi who mentions theenginesand

fcruple into the ports of Mocha, and even of engineers of the tribe of Daws. The fertile

Gedda, and it is only the city and prccinds fpot of Tayef was fuppofcd to be a piece of

of Mecca that arc inacceflible to the profane the land of Syria detached and dropped in the

(Nicbuhr,DcfcriptionderArabie,p.3o8,309. general deluge.

Voyage en Arabic, torn. i. p. 205. 248, &c.).

and
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.and flingers of the confederates ; their numbers were oppreiTed, their CHAP,
difcipline was • ccnfounded, their courage was appalled, and the

Koreifli fmiled at their impending deftrudion. The prophet, on his

white mule, 35 encompaffed by the enemies ; he attempted to ruih

againft their fpears in fearch of a glorious death: ten of his faithful

companions interpofed their weapons and their breafts ; three of

thefe fell dead at his feet :
" my brethren," he repeatedly cried

with forrow and indignation, " I am the fon of Abdallah, I am
" the apoftle of truth ! man ftand fail in the faith ! God feud

*^ down thy fuccour !" His uncle Abbas, who, like the heroes of

Homer, excelled in the loudnefs of his voice, made the 'aIIey re-

found with the recital of the gifts and promifes of God : the flying

Moflems returned from all fides to the holy ftandard ; and Ma-
homet obferved with pleafure, that the furnace was again rekindled :

his condudl and example reflored the battle, and he animated his

vidorious troops to inflitl a mercilefs revenge on the authors of

their fliame. From the field Of Honain, he marched without delay

to the fiege of Tayef, fixty miles to the fouth-eaft of Mecca, a for-

trefs of ftrength, whofe fertile lands produce the fruits of Syria in

the midil of the Arabian defert. A friendly tribe, inftrudled (I know

not how) in the art of fieges, fi-ipplied him with a train of battering

rams and military engines, with a body of five hundred artificers.

But It was in vain that he offered freedom to the flaves of Tayef;

that he violated his own laws by the extirpation of the fruit-trees

;

that the ground was opened by the miners ; that the breach was

aiTaulted by the troops. After a fiege of twenty days, the prophet

founded a retreat, but he retreated with a fong of devout triumph,

^nd affeded to pray for the repentance and fafety of the unbelieving

city. The fpoil of this fortunate expedition amounted to fix thou-

fand captives, twenty-four thoufand camels, forty thoufand iheep, and

Vol. V. ~ 1 1 four
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c II A P, four thoufand ounces offilver: a tribe who had fought at Honain,

^———J redeemed their prilbners by the facrifice of their idols; but Ma'iomet

compeufated the lofs, by refigning to the foldiers his fifth of the

plunder, and wifhed for their fake, that he pofleiTed as many head

of cattle as there were trees in the province of Tehama. Inftead of

chailifing the dlfafFedion of the Koreifli, he endeavoured to cut out

their tongues (his own expreiTion), and to fccurc their attachment

by a fuperior meafure of liberality : Abu Sophian alone was pre-

fcnted with three hundred camels and twenty ounces of filver ; and

Mecca was fincerely converted to the profitable religion of the Koran.

The fiig'it'iv&s and auxUiaries complained, that they who had borne

the burthen were negleded in the feafon of vidory. " Alas," re-

plied their artful leader, " fuffcr me to conciliate thefe recent enemies,

" thefe doubtful profelytes, by the gift of fome perifliable goods.

" To your guard I entruft my life and fortunes. You are the com-

" panions of my exile, of my kingdom, of my paradife." He was

followed by the deputies of Tayef, who dreaded the repetition of a

fiege. " Grant us, apoftle of God ! a truce of three years, with

" the toleration of our ancient worihip." " Not a month, not an

" hour." " Excufe us at leafl: from the obligation of prayer."

" Without prayer religion is of no avail." They fubmitted in

filence; their temples were demoliihed, and the fame fentence of

deftrudion was executed on all the idols of Arabia. His lieute-

nants, on the ihores of the Red Sea, the Ocean, and the Gulf of

Perfia, were faluted by the acclamations of a faithful people ; and

the ambafladors who knelt before the throne of Aledina, were as

numerous (lays the Arabian proverb) as the dates that fall from the

maturity of a palm-tree. The nation fubmitted to the God and the

fceptre of Mahomet : the opprobrious name of tribute was aboliihed ;.

the fpontaneous or reludant oblations of alms and tithes were ap-

pUed:
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plied to the fervicc of religion : and one hundred and fourteen thou- CHAP.
fand Mofiems accompanied the lail pilgrimage of the apoftle'**. > .

"_ ^

When Heraclius returned in triumph from the Perfian war, he F'••'* «:" of

entertained, at Emefa, one of the ambafladors of Mahomet, who in- metans

vited the princes and nations of the earth to the profeiTion of Iflara. lufmantm-

On this foundation the zeal of the Arabians has funpofed the fecret P"'^,•
,

A. D. 619,

converfion of the Chriilian emperor : the vanity of the Greeks has 630.

feigned a perfonal vlfit of the prince of Medina, who accepted from

the royal bounty a rich domain, and a fecure retreat, in the province

of Syria '^'. But the friendfhlp of Heraclius and Mahomet was of

fliort continuance : the new religion had inflamed rather than afluaged

the rapacious fpirit of the Saracens ; and the murder of an envoy

afforded a decent pretence for invading, with three thoufand fol-

diers, the territory of Paleftine, that extends to the eafcward of the

Jordan. The holy banner was entruiled to Zeid ; and fuch was the

difcipline or enthufiafm of the rifmg fed, that the nobleft chiefs

ferved, without reludance, under the Have of the prophet. On the

event of his deceafe, Jaafar and Abdallah were fucceiTively fubilituted

to the command ; and if the three fliould periih In the war, the

troops were authoriied to eledl their general. The three leaders were

llain in the battle of Muta '**, the firft military adion v;hich tried

the valour of the Moflems againft a foreign enemy. Zeid fell,

like a foldier, in the foremoft ranks: the death of Jaafar was heroic

and memorable ; he loft his right-hand ; he fliifted the ftandard to

his left ; the left was fevered from his body ; he embraced the

'•+ The lad conquefts and pilgrimage of (apud Gagnier, tom.ii. p. 2^2—255.) uith

Mahomet are contained in Abulfeda (p. 121 the no lefs bigotted Greeks, Tbeophanes
— 133), Gagnier (torn. iii. p-iip— 219.), (p. 276— 278.), Zonaras (tom.ii. 1. xiv.

Elmacin (p. 10, i i.),Abulpharagius (p. 103.). P• 86.), and Cedrenus (p. 421.).

The ix"' of the Hegira was llyled the Year >4 fo^ the battle of Muta, and ifs czw-
of Embaflies (Gagnier, Not. ad Abulfed. fequences, fee Abulfeda (p. 100—102.) and

P• 121•)• Gagnier (torn. ii. p. 327—343•].
'+' Compare the bigotted Jannabi (fiys Thcophanes) i> ?.;-/¥5•(/-«(!.'-. - Q=-a.

I i ^ ftandard
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ftandard with his bleeding flumps, till he was transfixed to the

ground with fifty honourable wounds. " Advance," cried Abdal-

lah, who ftepped into the vacant place, " advance with confidence ;

" either viiilory or paradife is our own." The lance of a Roman

decided the alternative ; but the falling ftandard was reicucd by

Caled, the profelyte of Mecca : nine fwords were broken in his

hand ; and his valour Avithftood and repuUed the fuperior numbers

of the Chriilians. In the noilurnal council of the camp he was

chofen to command : his ikilful evolutions of the enfuing day fe-

cured either the vidlory or the retreat of the Saracens ; and Caled is

rcno\vncd among his brethren and his enemies by the glorious ap-

pellation of the Sword of God. In the pulpit, Mahomet defcribed,

with prophetic rapture, the crowns of the bleiled martyrs ; but in

private he betrayed the feelings of human nature : he was furprifed

as he wept over the daughter of Zeid :
" What do I fee ?" faid the

aftonilhcd votary. " You fee," replied the apoille, " a friend, who
*'

is deploring the lofs of his moil faithful friend." After the con-

quefl of Mecca the foverelgn of Arabia affeded to prevent the

hoilile preparations of Hcraclius ; and folemnly proclaimed war

againft the Romans, without attempting to dilguife the hardlhlps

and dangers of the enterprlle '". The Moflems were difcouraged

:

they alleged the want of money, or horfes, or provifions : the feafon

of harveil, and the intolerable heat of the fummer :
" Hell is much

" hotter," faid the indignant prophet. He difdained to compel their

fervice ; but on his return he admoniihed the moil guilty, by an

excommunication of fifty days. Their defertion enhanced the merit

of Abubcker, Othman, and the faithful companions who devoted

'' The expedition of Tabuc is recorded we have the advantage of appealing to the

by our ordinary hillorians, Abulfeda (Vit. original evidence of the Koran (c. 9. p. 154.

Moham. p. 12J— 127.) and Gagnier(Vie 165.), with Sale's learned and rational notes,

lie 'A'lahomet, torn. iii. p. 147— 163.); but

their
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their lives and fortunes ; and Mahomet difpkyed his banner at the ^ ^^ ^ P.

head of ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. Painful m- ' ^—

»

deed was the diftrefs of the march : laffitude and thirft were aggra-

vated by the fcorching and peftilential winds of the defert : ten men

rode by turns on the fame camel; and they were reduced to the

ihameful nece/Fity of drinking the Vi^ater from the belly of that ufe-

ful animal. In the mid-way, ten days journey from Medina and

Damafcus, they repofed near the grove and fountain of Tabuc.

Beyond that place, INlahomet declined the profecution of the war
;

he declared himfelf fatished v,kh the peaceful intentions, he was

more probably daunted by the martial array, of the emperor of the

Eafti But the adlve and intrepid Caled fpread around the terror of

his name ; and the prophet received the fubmiiilon of the tribes and

cities, from the Euphrates to Ailah, at the head of the Red Sea.

To his Chriftian fubjedls, Mahomet readily granted the fecurity of

their perfons, the freedom of their trade, the property of their

goods, and the toleration of their worfliip "*\ The weaknefs of

their Arabian brethren had reftrained them from oppofing his am-

bition ; the difciples of Jefus v.-ere endeared to the enemy of the

Jews ; and it was the intereil of a conqueror to propofe a fair ca-

pitulation to the moft powerful religion of the earth.

Till the aee of fixty-three years, the ftrength of Mahomet was 1^==•^ "*"

° ' -^ ' °.
. . . Mahomer,

equal to the temporal and fpirilual• fatigues of his miifion. His epi- A. D. 632,
June 7.

"•'^ The Oiplcma fecuritatis Aiknftbus, is Mahomet. Rem.AA.)• Hottinger doubts

attefted by Ahmed Ben Jofeph, and the of its authenticity (Hift. Orient, p. 237.);

author Libri Spleniiorum (Gagnier, Not. ad Renaudot urges the confent of the Mahomet-
Abulfedam, p. 125.) ; but Abulfeda himfelf, ans (Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 169.) ; but'

us well as Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. n.), Mofheim (Hift. Ecclef. p. 244.) ihews the

though he owns Mahomet's regard for the futility of their opinion, and inclines to be-

Chrirtians (p. 13.), only mention peace and lieve it fpurious. Yet Abulpharagius quotes

tribute. In the year 1630, Sionita pubuihed the impoftor's treaty with the Nellorian pa-

ac Paris the text and verficn of Mihomet's triarch (Aflcman. Bibliot. Orient, torn. ii.

patent in favour of the Chriftians ; which p. 418.); but Abulpharagius was piimateci

was admitted and reprobated by the oppo- the Jacobites.

I'lie talic of Salmafius and Groiius '^B.iylc,

10 leptic
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c A P. leptic fits, an abfurd calumny of the Greeks, would be an ol>je<n:

*—v^-»y of pity rather than abhorrence'"; but he fcrioufly believed that

he was poifoned at Chaibar, by the revenge of a Jewiih female"".

Durino• four years, the health of the prophet declined ; his infirmi-

ties encreafed ; but his mortal dlfeafe was a fever of fourteen days,

which deprived him by intervals of the ufe of reafon. As foon as

he was confcious of his danger, he edified his brethren by the hu-

imlity of his virtue or penitence. " If there be any man," faid the

apoftle from the pulpit, " whom I have unjuftly fcourged, I fubmit

" my own back to the laih of retaliation. Have I afperfed the

" reputation of a Mufulman ? let him proclaim my faults in the face

" of the congregation. Has any one been defpoiled of his goods ?

" the little that I poiTefs fliiall compenfate the principal and the intcrefl:

" of the debt." " Yes," replied a voice from the crowd, " I am
" entitled to three drams of filver." Mahomet heard the com-

plaint, fatisfied the demand, and thanked his creditor for accufing

him in this world rather than at the day of judgment. He beheld

with temperate firmnefs the approach of death ; enfrancliifed his

flaves (feventeen men, as they are named, and eleven women) ; mi-

nutely directed the order of his funeral, and moderated the lamenta-

- tions of his weeping friends, on whom he beftowed the benedidlion

of peace. Till the third day before his death, he regularly performed

the fundion of public prayer : the choice of Abubeker to fupply

••" The epllepfy, or falling-ficknefs, of commentators, is more conclufive than the

Mahomet, is afferted by Theophanej, Zo- moil peremptory denial ; and the charitable

naras, and the reft of the Greeks; and is fide is efpoufed by Ockley (Hill, of the Sa-

grecdily fwallowed by the grofs bigotry of racens, torn. i. p. 301.), Gagnier (ad Abihl-

Hottinger (Hift. Orient, p. 10, \\.), Pri- feda, p. 9. Vie de Mahomet, torn. i. p. 1 18.),

deaux(Lifeof Mahomet, p. 12.). and Ma- and Sale (Koran, p. 469— 4-4.).

racci (torn, ii.), Alcoran (p. 762, 763.).
''° This poifon (more ignominious iince

The titles (the ivrapped-up, the co-vertti) of it was ofrcred as a teftof his prophetic know-

two chapters of the Koran (73, 74.), can ledge) is frankly confefled by his zealous vo-

hardly be ftraincd to fuch an interpretation; taries, Abulfcda (p. 92.), and Al Jannabi

the filcnce, the ignorance of the Mahometan (apuJ Gagnier, torn. ii. p. 2SO—2SS.).

1

1

his
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his pidce, appeared to mark that ancient and faithful friend as his CHAP,
fucceflbr in the facerdotal and regal office; but he prudently de-

clined the riik and envy of a more explicit nomination. At a mo-

ment when his faculties were vifibly impaired, he called for pen and

ink, to write, or, more properly, to didlate, a divine book, the fum

and accomplifhment of all his revelations: a difpute arofe in the

chamber, whether he fhould be allowed to fuperfede the authority

of the Koran ; and the prophet was forced to reprove the indecent

vehemence of his difciples. If the flighteft credit may be afforded

to the traditions of his wives and companions, he maintained, iu

the bofom of his family, and to the laft moments of his life, the

dignity of an apoftle and the faith of an enthufiaft; defcribed the

vifits of Gabriel, who bid. an. everlafting farewel to the earth, and

exprefied his lively confidence, not only of the mercy, but of the

favour, of the Supreme Being. In a familiar difcourfe he had

mentioned his fpecial prerogative, that the angel of death was not

allowed to take his foul till he had refpeitfully aiked the permif-

of the prophet. The requeft was granted ; and Mahomet im-

mediately fell into the agony of his diflblution : his head was

reclined on the lap of Ayeflia, the beft beloved of all his wives,;

he fainted with the violence of pain ; recovering his fpirits, he

raifed his eyes towai-ds the roof of the houfe, and, with a fteady

look, though a faultering voice, uttered the laft broken, though ar-

ticulate, words : " God ! pardon my fins. ..... Yes, . . . . «

" I come, ..... ..among my fellow-citizens on high:" and thus

peaceably expired on a carpet fpread upon the floor. An expedition

for the conqueft of Syria w^as ftopped by this mournful event : the

army halted at the gates of Medina ; the chiefs were affembled round

their dying mafter. The city, more efpecially the houfe, of the pro-,

phet was a fcene of clamorous fonOw or filent defpair : fanaricifm

alone.:
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CHAP, alone could fuggefl a ray of hope and confolat'ion. " How can he

^_ -/- _j.
" be dead, our witnefs, our interceiTor, our mediator, with God ?

«' By God he is not dead ; like Mofes and Jefus he is wrapt in a

" holy trance, and fpeedily will he return to his faithful people."

The evidence of fcnfe was difregarded ; and Omar, luiflieathing his

fcymetar, threatened to ftrike off the heads of the infidels, who

fliould dare to affirm that the prophet was no more. The tumult

w^as appcafed by the weight and moderation of Abubeker. " Is it

" Mahomet," faid he to Omar and the multitude, " or the God of

" Mahomet, whom you worfliip. The God of Mahomet liveth

" for ever, but the apoftle was a mortal like ourfclves, and accord-

" ing to his own predidlion, he has experienced the common fats

" of mortality." He was pioufly interred by the hands of his

nearcft kinfman, on the fame fpot on which he expired '"
; Medina

has been fandified by the death and burial of Mahomet ; and the

innumerable pilgrims of Mecca often turn afide from the way, to

bow, in voluntary devotion '^\ before the fimple tomb of the pro-

phet"".

''' TheGreeksandLatinshaveitiventedand

propagated the vulgar and ridiculous llory, that

Mahomet's iron tomb is fufpended in the air

at Mecca {7< ^',.. Laonicus Chal-

cocondyles de Rebus Turcicis, 1. iii. p. 66.),

by the adlion of equal and potent loadftoncs

(Diflionairede Bayle, Mahomet, Rem.EE.

FF.). Without any philofophical enquiries,

it may fuffice, that, i. The prophet was not

buried at Mecca ; and, 2. That his tomb at

Medina, which has been vifited by millions,

is placed on the ground (Reland de Relig.

Moham. 1. ii. c. 19. p. 209— 21 1.), Gagnier

(Vie de Mahomet, torn. iii. p. 263—268.).
'5* Al Jannabi enumerates (Vie de Ma-

homet, torn. iii. p. 372—391.) the multi-

farious duties of a pilgrim who vifus the

tombs of the prophet and his companions;

and the learned cafuill decides, that this aft

of devotion is ncarell in obligation and merit

to a divine precept. The dodors are divided

which, of Mecca or Medina, be the moll ex-

cellent (p. 391—394•)•
'5' The lall ficknefs, death, and burial of

Mahomet, are defcribed by Abulfeda and

Gagnier (Vit. Moham. p. 133— 142. Vie
de Mahomet, tom. iii. p. 220— 271.). The
moft private and interefting circumftances

were originally received from Ayeih.i, Ali,

the fons of Abbas, &c. ; and as they dwelt at

Medina, and furvived the prophet many
years, they might repeat the pious tale to a

fecond or third generation of pilgrims•

At
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At the conclufion of the life of Mahomet, it may perhaps be ex-

pedled, that I ftiould balance his faults and virtues, that I fliould

decide whether the title of enthufiaft or impoftor more properly be-

longs to that extraordinary man. Had I been intimately converfant

with the fon of Abdallah, the taflc would ftill be difficult, and the

fuccefs uncertain : at the diftance of twelve centuries, I darkly con-

template his ihade through a cloud of religious incenfe ; and could

I truly delineate the portrait of an hour, the fleeting refemblance

would not equally apply to the folitary of mount Hera, to the

preacher of Mecca, and to the conqueror of Arabia. The author of

a mighty revolution appears to have been endowed with a pious and

contemplative diipofition : fo foon as marriage had raifed him above

the preffiare of want, he avoided the paths of ambition and avarice
;

and till the age of forty, he lived with innocence, and would have

died without a name. The unity of God is an idea moft congenial

to nature and reafon ; and a flight converfation with the Jews and

Chriftians would teach him to defpife and detefl; the idolatry of

Mecca. It was the duty of a man and a citizen to impart the doc-

trine of falvation, to refcue his country from the dominion of fm

and error. The energy of a mind inceflantly bent on the fame ob-

je£t, would convert a general obligation into a particular call ; the

warm fuggefliions of the underflianding or the fancy, would be felt

as the infpirations of heaven ; the labour of thought would expire

in rapture and vifion ; and the inward fenfation, the invifible mo-

nitor, would be defcribcd with the form and attributes of an angel

of God "*. From enthufiafm to impofl;ure, the fl:ep is perilous and

flippery

;

"* The Chriilians, rafii'y enoiigi, have learned Pocock, enquired of him the names of

afligned to Mahomet a tame pigeon, that his authors; and Grotius confefled, that it is

feemed to defcend from heaven and vvhif- unknown to the Mahometans themfelves.

per in his ear. As this pretended miracle Lell it Ihould provoke their indignation and

is urged by Grotius (de Veritate Reli- laughter, the pious lie is fuppre'fled in the

jionis Chriilian.^), his Arabic tranflatcr, the Arabic verfion; but it has maintained an eJi-

VoL. V. k O'iog
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CHAP, illppery: the cl.xmon of Socrates '^' affords a memorable iuftance,

^
'

. iiow a wife man may deceive himfclf, how a good man may de-

ceive others, liow the confcience may flumber in a mixed and middle

ftate between felf-illufion and voluntary fraud. Charity may be-

lieve that the original motiveu of Mahomet were thofe of pure and

o-enuine benevolence ; but a human miifionary is incapable of che-

riflilng the obftinate unbelievers Avho reje«5l his claims, defpife his

arguments, and perfecute his life ; he might forgive his perfonal

adverfaries, he may lawfully hate the enemies of God ; the ftern

paflions of pride and revenge were kindled in the bofom of Ma-

homet, and he fighed, like the prophet of Niniveh, for the deftruc-

tion of the rebels whom he had condemned. The injuilice of

Mecca, and the choice of Medina, transformed the citizen into a

prince, the humble preacher into the leader of armies ; but his

fword was confecrated by the example of the faints ; and the fame

God who afflidls a fmful world with peftilence and earthquakes,

might infpire for their converfion or chaftifement the valour of his

fervants. In the excrcife of political government, he was compelled

to abate of the ftern rigour of fanaticifm, to comply in fome mear

fure with the prejudices and paflions of his followers, and to em-

ploy even the vices of mankind as the inftruments of their falvation.

The ufe of fraud and perfidy, of cruelty and injuftice, were often

fubfervient to the propagation of the faith ; and Mahomet com-

manded or approved the aiTaiTmation of the Jews and idolaters who

fyiDg place in the numerous editions of the (Platon. Opera, torn. i. p. 128, 129. edit.

Latin text (Pococlc, Specimen Hill. Arabum, Hen. Stephan), are beyond the reach of hu-

p. 186, 187. Reland, de Religion. MohatTi. man forefight; and the divine infpiration

l.ii. c. 39. p• 259—262.). (the Aaificiiw) of the philofopher, is dearly

'" ( it THTo tri» <« 5< a(|a/i!i".>, taught in the Memorabilia of Xenophon.

Ti{ yiy>ofc!ni ^ an » The ideas of the moft rational Platonifts are

h Oct .)0\ £», if« (Plato, iti expreiTed by Cicero (de Divinat. i. 54.) and

Apolog. Socrat. c. 19. p. 121, 122. edit, in the xiv•'' and xv"" Diilertations of Maxi-

Fifcher). The familiar examples, which So- mus of Tyre (p. 153— 172, edit. Davis),

crates urges in his Dialogue with Thcages

had
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had efcaped from the field of battle. By the repetitioa of fuch ads, CHAP,
the charailer of Mahomet muft have been gradually ftained ; and

the Influence of fuch pernicious habits would be poorly compen-

fated by the pradice of the perlbnal and focial virtues which are

neceflary to maintain the reputation of a prophet among his fedarie;

and friends. Of his laft years, ambition was the ruling paffion
;

and a politician will fufped, that he fecretly fmilcd (the vidorious

impoftor !) at the enthufiafm of his youth and the credulity of his

profelytes "*. A philofopher will obferve, that their credulity and

his fuccefs, would tend more ftrongly to fortify the aifurance of his

divine miffion, that his intereft and religion were infeparably con-

neded, and that his confcience would be foothed by the perfuafion,

that he alone was abfolved by the Deity from the obligation of po-

fitive and moral laws. If he retained any veftige of his native in-

nocence, the fins o"f Mahomet may be allowed as an evidence of his

fmcerity. In the fupport of truth, the arts of fraud and fidion may
be deemed lefs criminal ; and he would have ftarted at the foulnefs

of the means, had he not been fatisfied of the importance and juf-

tice of the end. Even in a conqueror or a prieft, I can furprife a

word or adion of unaffeded humanity; and the decree of Mahomet,

that, in the fale of captives, the mothers fhould never be feparated

from their children, may fufpend or moderate the cenfure of the

hiftorian'".

The good fenfe of Mahomet"' defpifed the pomp of royalty: Private life

the apoftle of God fubmitted to the menial offices of the family :

he

'>* In fome paflage of his voluminous and the murders of Caab, and Sophian, which
writings, Voltaire compares the prophet, in he prompted and approved (Vie de Mahomet,
his old age, to a fakir: " qui detache la tom. ii. p. 69. 97, 208.).

" chaine de fon cou pour en donner fur les .53 For the Jomeftic life of Mahomet, con-
" oreilles a fes confreres." fulj Qagnier, and the correfponding ch.ipters

•" Gagnier relates, with the fame impar- of Abulfeda; for his diet (tom. iii. p. 285—
tial pen, this humane law of the prophet, 288.); his children (p. 189. 289.); his wives

k 2 (p. 290
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CHAP, he kindled the ilre, fwept the floor, milked the ewes, and mended

»11 u ' with his own hands Uis ilioes and his woollen garment. Difdaining

the penance and merit of an hermit, he obfervcd Avithout effort or

vanity, the abflcmious diet of an Arab and a foldier. On folemn

occafions he fcafted his companions with ruftic and hofpitable plenty^

but in his domeftic life, many weeks would elapfe without a fire

being kindled on the hearth of the prophet. The interdidion of

wine was confirmed by his example ; his hunger was appeafcd with

a fparing allowance of barley-bread ; he delighted in the tafte of

milk and honey : but his ordinary food confifted of dates and water.

Perfumes and women were the two fenfual enjoyments which his

nature required and his religion did not forbid : and Mahomet af-

firmed, that the fervour of his devotion was encreafed by thefe in-

nocent pleafures. The heat of the climate inflames the blood of the

Arabs ; and their libidinous complexion has been noticed by the

writers of antiquity '". Their incontinence was regulated by the

civil and religious laws of the Koran : their incefl:uous alliances were•

blamed, the boundlefs licence of polygamy was reduced to four legi-

timate wives or concubines ; their rights, both of bed and of dowry,

were equitably determined ; the freedom of divorce was difcouraged,

adultery was condemned as a capital offence, and fornication, in

either fex, was puniihed with an hundred flripes "°. Such were the

calm and rational precepts of the legiflator : but in his private con-

duit, Mahomet indulged the appetites of a man, and abufed the

(p. 290— 303.) ; his marriage with Zcineb maliciouny exaggerated the frailties of Ma-
(tom. ii. p. 152— 160.); his amour with home:.

Mary (p. ^•>,— 309.) ; the falfe accufa- '5» Incredibile eft quo ardore apud eos in.

tion of Ayeftia (p. 186— 199.)• The moft Venerem uterque fulvitur fexus (Animian.

original evidence of the three lad iranfac- Marcellin. l.xiv. c. 4.).

lions, is contained in the xxiv"', xxxiii*, "° Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 133

—

and Ixvi"' chapters of the Koran, with 131.) has recapitulated the laws of marriage,

Sale's Commentary. Prideaux (Life of divorce, &c. ; and the curious reader of Sel-

Mahomet, p. So—90.) and IVIaracci (Pro- den's Uxor Hebraica will recognize many
drom. Alcoran, part iv. p. 49—59•) have Jewilh ordinances.

2. claim a<
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claims of a prophet» A fpecial revelation difpenfed him from the CHAP,
laws which he had impofed on his nation ; the female fex, without

referve, was abandoned to his defires ; and this fingular preroga-

tive excited the envy, rather than the fcandal, the veneration, rather

than the envy, of the devout Mufulmans. If we remember the His wives,

fevcn hundred wives and three hundred concubines of the wife So-

lomon, we fliiall applaud the modeily of the Arabian who eipoufed

no more than feventeen or fifteen wives ; eleven are enumerated

who occupied at Medina their feparate apartments round the houfe

of the apoftle, and enjoyed in their turns the favour of his conjugal

focjety. What is fingular enough, they were all widows, excepting

only Ayeiha, the daughter of Abubeker. She was doubtlefs a vir-

gin, fince Mahomet confummated his nuptials (fuch is the premature

rlpenefs of the climate) when ihe was only nine years of age. The
youth, the beauty, the fpirit of Ayeiha, gave her a fuperior afcendant:

ihe was beloved and trufted by the prophet ; and, after his death, the

daughter of Abubeker was long revered as the mother of the faith-

ful. Her behaviour had been ambiguous and indifcreet : in a noc-

turnal march, fhe was accidentally left behind ; and in the morning

Ayeiha returned to the camp with a man. The temper of JNiahomet was

inclined to jealoufy ; but a divine revelation aiTured him of her inno-

cence: he chaftifed her accufers, and publiflied a law of domeftic peace,

that no woman ftould be condemned unlefs four male witnefTes had

feen her in the adt of adultery"". In his adventures vv'ith Zeineb, the

wife of Zeid, and with Mary, an Egyptian captive, the amorous pro-

phet forgot the intereil of his reputation. At the houfe of Zeid,, his

freedman and adopted fon, he beheld, in a loofe undrefs, the beauty

of Zeineb, and burft forth into an ejaculation of devotion and defire.

"" In a memorable cafe, the caliph Omar have aflually fe?n itylum in pyxide (Abulfedae

decided that all prefumpcive evidence was of Annales Mofleraici, p. 71. verf. Rciike).

BO avail; and that ail the four witneiTes rauil

The
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P• The ferv'ile, or grateful, freedman underftood the hint, and yielded

without hefitation to the love of his benefactor. But as the filial re-

lation had excited fome doubt and fcandal, the angel Gabriel de-

fcended from heaven to ratify the deed, to annul the adoption, and

gently to reprove the apoille for diftrufting the indulgence of his

God. One of his wives, Hafna, the daughter of Omar, furprifcd

him on her own bed, in the embraces of his Egyptian captive : flic

promifed fecrecy and forgivencfs: he fwore that he would renounce

the pofleffion of Mary. Both parties forgot their engagements ; and

Gabriel again defcended with a chapter of the Koran, to abfolvc

him from his oath, and to exhort him freely to enjoy his captives

and concubines, without liilening to the clamours of his wives. In

a folitary retreat of thirty days, he laboured, alone with Mary, to

fulfil the commands of the angel. When his love and revenge were

fatiated, he fummoned to his prefencc his eleven wives, reproached

their difobedience and indifcretion, and threatened them with a fen-

tence of divorce, both in this world and in the next : a dreadful

fentence, fmce thofe who had afcended the bed of the prophet were

for ever excluded from the hope of a fecond marriage. Perhaps the

incontinence of Mahomet may be palliated by the tradition of his

natural or preternatural gifts
'"

: he united the manly virtue of thirty

of the children ofAdam ; and the apoftle might rival the thirteenth

labour '*' of the Grecian Hercules "'\ A more ferious and decent

excufe

"* Sibi robur ad generationem, quantum in conjugal vigour; and Abulfeda mentions

triginta viri habent, inciTe jaftarec : ita ut the exclamation of All, who walhed his body

unicii hora pcfiet undecim faniinis7i/(>/rt<-i'r/, after his death, " propheta, certe posnis

4it ex Arabum libris refert S"" Petrus Paf- " tuus caelum verfus ereftus eft" (in Vit.

chafius, c. 2. (Maracci, Prodromus AIco- Mohammed, p. 140.).

lan, p. iv. p. 5;. Seelikewifc Obfervations '" I borrow the ftyle of a father of the

de Bclon, 1. iii. c. 10. fol. 179. redo). Al church, ifM.wxt ',->.-,! ^
Jannabi (Gagnier, torn. iii. p. 287.) records (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 108.).

bh own teftimony. that he furpaiTed all men '* The common and moft glorious legend

indudesj
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excufe may be drawn from his fidelity to Cadijah. During the CHAP,
rwenty-four years of their marriage, her youthful huiband abftained '—-v

—

*

from the right of polygamy, and the pride or tendernefs of the ve-

nerable matron was never infulted by the fociety of a rival. After

her death, he placed her in the rank of the four perfeft women, with

the fifter of Mofes, the mother of Jefus, and Fatima, the beft be-

loved of his daughters. " Was ihe not old ?" faid Ayeftia, with the

infolence of a blooming beauty ;
" has not God given you a better

" in her place ?" " No, by God,'* faid Mahomet, with an efFufion

of honeft gratitude, " there never can be a better ! She believed

" in me, wh^en men defpifed me : flie relieved my wants, when I

" was poor and perfecuted by the world "''."

In the largeft indulgence of polygamy, the founder of a religion and children,

and empire might afpire to multiply the chances of a numerous pofte-

rity and a lineal fucceffion. The hopes of Mahomet were fatally

difappointed. The virgin Ayefha, and his ten widows of mature

age and approved fertility, were barren in his potent embraces.

The four fons of Cadijah died in their infancy. Mary, his Egyptian

concubine, was endeared to him by the birth of Ibrahim. At the

end of fifteen months the prophet wept over his grave; but he fuf-

tained with firmnefs the raillery of his enemies, and checked the

adulation or credulity of the Moflems, by the aiTurance that an

eclipfe of the fun was tiot occafioned by the death of the infant.

Cadijah had likewife given him four daughters, who were married

includes, in a fingle night, the fifty viflories ment of Hercules, who was then no more

of Hercules over the virgin daughters of than eighteen years of age (Bibliot. I. ii.

Theftius (Diodor. Sicul. torn. i. l.iv. p. 274. c. 4. p. in. cum notis Heyne, parti, p.

Paufanias, 1. ix. p. 733. Statius Sylv. 1. i, 332.).

eleg. iii. V. 42.). But Athenjeus allows feven "' Abulfeda in Vit. Mohatn. p. iz, 13.

nights (Deipnofophift. I. xiii. p. 556.), and 16, 17. cum notis Gagnier,

Apollodorus fifty, for this arduous atchieve-

I to
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(S A p. to the inofl faithful of his difciples : the three eldeft died before their
L

^ —— __f father ; but Fatima, who poiTeiTed his confidence and love, became

the wife of her coufin Ali, and the mother of an illuftrious progeny.

The merit and misfortunes of Ali and his defcendants will lead me

to anticipate, in this place, the ferics of the Saracen caliphs, a title

which defcribes the commanders of the faithful as the vicars and fuc-

ceffors of the apoftle of God '".

Charaacrof The birth, the alliance, the charader of Ali, which exalted him

above the reft of his countrymen, might juftify his claim to the

vacant throne of Arabia. The fon of Abu Taleb was, in his own

right, the chief of the family of Haihem, and the hereditary prince

or guardian of the city and temple of Mecca. The light of pro-

phecy was extindl ; but the hufband of Fatima might expeft the

inheritance and blefling of her father : the Arabs had fometimes been

patient of a female reign ; and the two grandfons of the prophet had

often been fondled in his lap, and fliewn in his pulpit, as the hope

of his age, and the chief of the youth of paradife. The firfl of

the true believers might afpire to march before them in this world

and iu the next ; and if fome were of a graver and more rigid caft,

the zeal and virtue of Ali were never outftripped by any recent prof-

elyte. He united the qualifications of a poet, a foldier, and a faint

:

his wifdom ftill breathes in a colledion of moral and religious fay-

iugs
'"

; and every antagonift, in the combats of the tongue or of

the

•*' This outline of the Arabian hiftory is of the fecond volume). Yet we (hould weigh

drawn from the Bibliotheque Oriciitale of with caution the traditions of the hollile fei\s;

d'Herbelot (under the names of Jboulecre, a rtrcam which becomes dill more muddy as

Omar, Olhman, Ali, Src); from the Annals it flows farther from the fource. Sir John

of Abulfeda, Abulpharagius, and I'.lmacin Chardin has too faithfully copTcd the fables

(under the proper years of the Hegira), and and errors of the modern Pcifians (Voyages,

cfpeciiilly from Ockley's Hiftory of the Sa- torn. ii. p. 235—250, &c.).

jacens (vol.i. p. i— 10. 115—122. 229. 249. '" Ockley (at tlie end of his fecond vo-

'6j— -72. 37S—391. and almoft the whole lumc) has given an EngliiTi vcrfion of 169

fentcnces,
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the Avord, was fubdued by his eloquence and valour. From the ^ A P.

lirft hour of his miflion, to the laft rites of his funeral, the apoftle > ,—

^

was never forfaken by a generous friend, whom he delighted to

name his brother, his vicegerent, and the faithful Aaron of a fecond

Mofes. The fon of Abu Taleb was afterwards reproached for negled-

ing to fecure his Intereft by a folemn declaration of his right, which

would have filenced all competition, and fealed his fucce/Tion by the

decrees of heaven. But the unfufpeAing hero confided in himfelf

:

the jealoufy of empire, and perhaps the fear of oppofition, might

fufpend the refolutions of Mahomet ; and the bed of ficknefs was

befieged by the artful Ayeiha, the daughter of Abubeker, and the

enemy of Ali.

The filence and death of the prophet reftored the liberty of the Reign of

people ; and his companions convened an aflembly to deliberate a. d. 632)

on the choice of his fuccefibr. The hereditary claim and lofty
^""^ -^'

fpirlt of Ali, were offenfive to an ariftocracy of eldei'S, defirous of

beftowing and refuming the fceptre by a free and frequent eledtion

:

the Koreifh could never be reconciled to the proud pre-eminence of

the line of Hafliem ; the ancient difcord of the tribes v/as rekindled;

Uizfug'itivcs of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina aflerted their

refpedive merits, and the rafli propolal of chufing two independent

caliphs would have crufhed in their infancy the religion and empire

of the Saracens. The tumult was appeafcd by the difinterefled re-

folution of Omar, who, fuddenly renouncing his own pretenlions,

ftvetched forth his hand, and declared himfelf the firfi: fubjed of

the mild and venerable Abubeker. The urgency of the moment,

and the acquicfcence of the people, might excufe this illegal and pre-

fentences, which he afcribes, with fome hefi- tranflntor: yet thefe fentences ds'ineate a
tation, to Ali, the fon of Abu Taieb. His charaaerlUic, thciigh dark, piaure of hoipan
preface is coloured by the enthufiafm of a life.

Vol. V. L 1 cipitate
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CHAP, cipltate meafLire ; but Omar himfelf confciTcd from the pulpit, that

»—-V——/ if any Mufulman ihould hereafter prefuinc to anticipate the fufiragc

of his brethren, both the eledlor and the eleded would be worthy

of death '". After the fimple inauguration of Abubeker, he was

obeyed in Medina, Mecca, and *the provinces of Arabia ; the Ha-

ihemites alone declined the oath of fidelity ; and their chief, in his

own houfe, maintained, above fix months, a fullen and independent

referve ; without liftening to the threats of Omar, who attempted to

confume with fire the habitation of the daughter of the apoftlc.

The death of Fatima, and the decline of his party, fubdued the indig-

nant fpirit of All : he condefcended to falute the commander of the

faithful, accepted his excufc of the neceifity of preventing their com-

tnon enemies, and wifely rejeded his courteous offer of abdicating

the government of the Arabians. After a reign of two years, the

aged caliph was fummoncd by the angel of death. In his teftament,

•with the tacit approbation of the companions, he bequeathed the

fceptre to the firm and intrepid virtue of Omar. " I have no occa-

" fion," faid the modeft candidate, " for the place." " But the place

•' has occafion for you," replied Abubeker ; who expired with a

of Omar; fervent prayer, that the God of Mahomet would ratify his choice,

J«ly
24.^^' and dired the Mufulmans in the way of concord and obedience. The

prayer was not ineifedual, fince Ali himfelf, in a life of privacy and

prayer, profeifed to revere the fuperior vorth and dignity of his

rival ; who comforted him for the lofs of empire, by the moft flat-

tering marks of confidence and cfteem. In the twelfth year of his

reign, Omar received a mortal wound from the hand of an aifaiTm r

•" Ocklcy (Hill, of the Saracens, vol.i. bulfcda, 1 Jannabi, and Al Bochari, the

p. c, 6.) from an Arabian MS. reprcfents laft of whom quotes the tradition of Aycflia

Ayeiha as adverfe to the fubrtitution of her herfelf (Vit. Mohammed, p. 136. Vie de-

father in the place of the apollle. This fad, Mahomet, tom.iii. p. 236.).

fo improbable in itfelf, is unnoticed by A-

he
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he rejeded with equal impartiality the names of his fon and of AH, ^ U A P.

refufed to load his confcience with the fms of his fucceiTor, and de- ' » '

volved on fix of the moft refpedable companions, the arduous taik

of eleding a commander of the faithful. On this occafion. All was

again blamed by his friends"^' for fubmitting his right to the judg-

ment of men, for recognizing their juriididlion by accepting a place

among the fix eledtors. He might have obtained their fuifrage, had

he deigned to promife a ftri£l and fervile conformity, not only to

the Koran and tradition, but likewife to the detenninations of two

fejiiors "°. With thefe limitations, Othman, the fecretary of Ma- °f Othman,.... A. D. 644.

hornet, accepted the government; nor was it till after the thnd caliph, Novena».; 6.

twent'-four years after the death of the prophet, that All was in-

\-efted, by the popular choice, with the regal and facerdotal oilice.

The manners of the Arabians retained their primitive fimplicity, and

the fon of Abu Taleb defpifed the pomp and vanity of this world. At

the hour of prayer, he repaired to the mofch of Medina, clothed ia

a thin cotton gown, a coarfe turban on his head, his flippers in one

hand, and his bow in the other, inftcad of a w^alking ftaff. The

companions of the prophet and the cliiefs of the tribes faluted their

new fovereign, and gave him their right hands as a fign of fealty

and allegiance.

"" The mifchiefs that flow from the contefts of ambition are ufuallv Dlfcord of
the Turks

confined to the times and countries in which they have been agitated, and Periians.

But the religious difcord of the friends and enemies of Ali has been

renewed in every age of the Hegira, and is ftill maintained in the

'" Particularly by Kis friend and coufm abfque controverfia tii quidem vere fortis e?,

A^dallah, the fon of Abbas, who died A.D. at inops boni confilii, et rerum gerendarum

68-, wiih the title of grand doflor of the parum callens.

Mollems. In Abulfeda he recapitulated the ''" I fufpeft that the two fenlors (Abul-

important occafions in which Ali had negled- pharagius, p. tij. Ockley, tom.i. p. 371.)

ed his falutary advice (p. 76. verf. Reifke)

;

may fignify not two ailual counfellors, but

and concludes (p. 85.)) princeps fideliuni, his two predeceiTors, Abubeker and Omar.

L 1 2 immortal
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^
^L^

^' ^"^"^o^f^' hatred of the Perfians and Turks '". The former, who
'—v-—' are branded with the appellation of Sbiites or fedaries, have en-

riched the Mahometan creed with a new article of faith ; and if

Mahomet be the apoftlc,his companion AU is the vicar, of God. In"

their private convcrfe, in their public worihip, they bitterly execrate

the three ufurpers who intercepted his indcfeafible right to the dig-

nity of Imam and Caliph ; and the name of Omar exprelles in their

tongue the perfed: accompliihment of wickcdnefs and impiety "\

The Soiinites, who are fupported by the general confent and ortho-

dox tradition of the Mufulmans, entertain a more impartial, or at

lead a more decent opinion. They refpe<il the memory of x^bu-

beker, Omar, Othman, and AH, the holy and legitimate fuccefibrs

of the prophet. But they affiga the laft and moft humble place to

the hufband of Fatima, in the perfuafion that the order of fucceflion

was determined by the degrees of fandity'". An hiflorian who ba-

lances the four caliphs with a hand unihaken by fuperftition, will

calmly pronounce, that their manners were alike pure and• exem-

plary ; that their zeal was fervent, and probably fmcere ; and that

in the midil of riches and power, their lives w-ere devoted to the-

pradice of moral and religious duties. But the public vii'tues of

'' The fchifm of the Perfians is explained

by all our travellers of the Jail century, efpe-

cially in the ii'' and iv••» volume of their mailer,

Chardin. Niebuhr, though of inferior merit,

has the advantage of writing fo late as the

year 1764 (Voyr.ges en Arable, &c. torn. ii.

p. 208— 233.), fince the ineffeilual attempt

of Nadir Shah to change the religion of the

nation (fee his rcrfiin Hiilory tranllated into

French by Sir William Jones, torn. ii. p. 5,

6. 47,4''• «44— '55•)•

''* Omar is the name of the devil; his

murderer is a faint. When the Perfians llioot

with the bow, they frequently cry, " May

*' this arrow go to the heart of Omar !" (Voy-

ages de Chardin, torn. ii. p. 239, 240. 259,
Sic.)

'" This gradation of merit is dillinilly

marked in a creed illurtrated by Reland (de

Relig. Mohamm. 1. i. p. 37.); and a Sonnite

argument inferred by Ockley (Hift. of the

Saracens, torn. ii. p. 2^0.). The pradice cf

curfing the memory of Alt was abohlhed, after

forty years, by the Ommiades them.'eUes (d'

Herbelot, p. 6cjo.) ; and there are few amongi

the Turks vt'ho prefume to revile him as aa

infidel (Voyages de Chardin, torn. iv. p. 46.),

Abubeksr
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Abubeker and Omar, the prudence of the firft, the feverlty of the CHAP,
fecond, maintained the peace i-nd profperity of their reigns. The ». / /

feeble temper and declining age of Othman were incapable of fuf-

taining the weight of conqueft and empire. He chofe, and he was

deceived ; he trailed, and he was betrayed : the moft deferving of

the faithful became ufelefs or hoitile his government, and his

laviih bounty was produdlive only of ingratitude and difcontent.

The fpirit of difcord wenf forth in the provinces, their deputies

alTembled at Medina, and the Charegltes, the defperate fanatics who

difclalmed the yoke of fubordination and reafon, were confounded

among the free-born Arabs, who demanded the redrefs of their wrongs

and the puniihment of their oppreffbrs. From Cufa, from BaiTora,

from Egypt, from the tribes of the defert, they rofe in arms, en-

Camped about a league from Medina, and dlfpatched an haughty

mandate to their fovereign, requiring him to execute juftice, or to

defcend from the throne. His repentance began to difarm and dlf-

perfe the infurgents ; but their fury was rekindled by the arts of his

enemies ; and the forgery of a perfdious fecretary was contrived to

blaft his reputation and precipitate his fall. The caliph had loft the

only guard of his predeceiTors, the efteem and confidence of the

Moflems; during a flege of fix weeks his water and provifions

were intercepted, and the feeble gates of the palace were protected

©nly by the fcruples of the more timorous rebels. Forfaken by thofe

who had abufed his fimplicity, the helplefs and venerable caliph ex-

peded the approach oi death :. the brother of Ayeiha marched at

the head of the affailins ; and Othman, v/ith the Koran in his lap, Death of-

was pierced with a mukitude of wounds. A tumultuous anarchy a.d. 6,-,-,.

of five days was appealed by the inauguration of All ; his reuiial
-^""^^ "'

would have provoked a general mafflicre. In this painful fituaticn

he fupported the becoming piide of the chief of the Hafliemites
j

declared that he had rather ferve than reign ; rebuked the prefump-^

tioBi
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CHAP, tlon of the ilrangers ; and required the formal, if not the vohintaiy,

t_ „-._; alfent of the chiefs of the nation. He has never been accufed of

prompting the aiTallin of Omar ; though Perfia indifcrectly cele-

brates the fcftival of that holy martyr. The quarrel between Oth-

man and his fubjeds was aiTuaged by the early mediation of Ali

;

and Haflan, the eldefl: of his fons, was inlulted and wounded in the

defence of the caliph. Yet it is doubtful whether the father of

Haflan was ftrenuous and fincere in his oppofition to the rebels
;

and it is certain that he enjoyed the benefit of their crime. The

temptation was indeed of fuch magnitude as might flagger and cor-

rupt the moil obdurate virtue. The ambitious candidate no longer

afpired to the barren fceptre of Arabia : the Saracens had been vic-

torious in the Eaft and Weft ; and the wealthy kingdoms of Perfia,

Syria, and Egypt, were the patrimony of the commander of the

faithful.

Reign of Ali, A life of prayer and contemplation had not chilled the martial

655—660. adivity of Ali ; but in a mature age, after a long experience of

mankind, he ftiil betrayed in his condud the raflinefs and indifcre-

tion of youth. In the firft days of his reign, he ncgledcd to fe-

cure, either by gifts or fetters, the doubtful allegiance of Telha and

Zobeir, two of the moft powerful of the Arabian chiefs. They

cfcaped from Medina to Mecca, and from thence to BalTora ; ercded

the ftandard of revolt ; and ufurped the government of Irak, or

Aflyria, which they had vainly folicited as the reward of their fcr-

vices. The mafk of patriotifm is allowed to cover the moft glaring

inconfiftencies j and the enemies, perhaps the airaffins, of Othman

now demanded vengeance for his blood. They were accompanied

in their flight by Ayeflia, the widow of the prophet, who cheriflied,

to the laft hour of her life, an implacable hatred againft the hufband

and the pofterity of Fatima. The moft reafonable Moflems were

fcandalifed, that the mother of the faithful fliould expofe in a camp

her
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her perfon and charader ; but the fuperilitious crowd was confi-

dent that her prefence would fandlify the juftice, and alTure the fuc-

ccfs, of their caufe. At the head of twenty thoufand of his loyal

Arabs, and nine thouiiind valiant auxiliaries of Cufa, the caliph

encountered and defeated the fuperior numbers of the rebels under

the walls of Bailbra. Their leaders, Telha and Zobeir, were ilain

in the firil battle that ftained with civil blood the arms of the Mof-

lems. After pafling through the ranks to animate the troops,

Ayeiha had chofen her poft amidft the dangers of the field. In the

heat of the aflion, feventy men, who held the bridle of her camel,

were fucceifively killed or wounded ; and the cage or litter in which

ilie iat, was ftuck with javelins and darts like the quills of a porcu-

pine. The venerable captive fuftained with firmnefs the reproaches

of the conqueror, and was fpeedily difmified to her proper ftation,

at the tomb of Mahomet, with the refped and tendernefs that was

ftill due to the widow of the apoftle. After this victory, which

was flyled the Day of the Camel, Ali marched againft a more for-

midable adverfar)^ ; againft Moawiyah, the fon of Abu Sophian,

W'ho had aiTumed the title of caliph, and whofe claim was fupported

by the forces of Syria and the intereft of the houfe of Ommiyah.

From the paiTage of Thapfacus, the plain of Siffin "* extends along

the weftern bank of the Euphrates. On this fpacious and level

theatre, the two competitors waged a defultoiy war of one hundred

and ten days. In the courfe of ninety adtions or fkirmiihes, the lofs

of Ali was eftimated at twenty-five, that of Moawiyah at forty- five,

thoufand foldiers ; and the lift of the flain was dignified with the

names of five and twenty veterans who had fought at Beder under

the ftandard of Mahomet. In this fanguinary conteft, the lawful

caliph difplayed a fuperior charader of valour and humanity. His

''* The plain of Siffin is determined by d'Anville (I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 29.) to

be the Campus Barbaricus of Procopius,

6 trooos
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troops were flridly enjoined to await the firil onfet of the enemy,

to fpare their flying brethren, and to the bodies of the dead,

and the chaftity of the female captives. He generouily propofed

to fave the blood of the Moflems by a lingle combat ; but his

trembling rival declined the challenge as a fentence of inevitable

death. The ranks of the Syrians were broken by the charge of a

liero who was mounted on a pyebald horfc, and wielded witli iiTe-

fiilible force his ponderous and two-edged Iword. As often as lie

fmote a rebel, he flioutcd the Allah Acbar, " God is vidlorious
;"

and in the tumult of a nodlurnal battle, he was heard to repeat four

hundred times that tremendous exclamation. The prince of Da-

mafcus already meditated his flight, but the certain victory was

fuatched from the grafp of Ali by the difobedience and enthufiaftn

of his troops. Their confcience was awed by the folemn appeal to

the books of the Koran which Moawiyah expofed on the forcmoft

lances ; and Ali was compelled to yield to a difgraceful truce and an

infidious compromife. He retreated with forrow and indignation

to Cufa ; his party was difcouraged ; the difliant provinces of Perfia,

of Yemen, and of Egypt, w^erc fubdued or feduced by his crafty

rival ; and the ilroke of fanaticifm which Avas aimed againft the three

chiefs of the nation, was fatal only to the coufin of Mahomet. In

the temple of Mecca, three Charegites or enthufiafts difcourfcd of

the diforders of the church and ftate : they foon agreed, that the

deaths of Ali, of Moawiyah, and of his friend Amrou, the viceroy

of Egypt, would reftore the peace and unity of religion. Each of

the aflfafluns chofe his vicitim, poifoned his dagger, devoted his life,

and fecretly repaired to the fccne of action. Their refolution was

equally defperate : but the fnft miilook the perfon of Amrou, and

ftabbed the deputy who occupied his feat ; the prince of Damafcus

•.vas dangeroufly hurt by the fecond j the lawful caliph, in the

1

1

mofch



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 265

Kiofch of Cufa, received a mortal wound from the hand of the CHAP.
third. He expired in the fixty-third year of his age, and merci- ' r-

'

fully recommended to his children, that they would difpatch the

murderer by a fingle ftroke. The fepulchre of Ali "' was concealed

from the tyrants of the houfe of Ommiyah "°
; but in the fourth age

of the Hegira, a tomb, a temple, a city, arofe near the ruins of

Cufa '". Many thoufands of the Shiites repofe in holy ground at

the feet of the vicar of God ; and the defert is vivified by the nu-

merous and annual vifits of the Perfians, who efteem their devotion

not lefs meritorious than the pilgrimage of Mecca.

The perfecutors of Mahomet ufurped the inheritance of his chil- i^^'S" «f
^ Moawiyaii,

dren ; and the champions of idolatry became the fupreme heads of A. 0.655, or

his religion and empii-e. The oppofition of Abu Sophian had been

fierce and obftlnate ; his converfion was tardy and reluAant ; his

new faith vias fortified by neceffity and intereft ; he ferved, he

fought, perhaps he believed ; and the fins of the time of ignorance

were expiated by the recent merits of the family of Ommiyah.

Moawiyah, the fon of Abu Sophian, and of the cruel Henda, was

dignified in his early youth with the office or title of fecretary of the

prophet : the judgment of Omar entrufted him with the government

cf Syria ; and he adminiftered that important province above forty

years either in a fubordinate or fupreme rank. Without renouncing

the fame of valour and liberality, he affeited the reputation of hu-

'^' Abulfeoa, a moderst? Sonnite, relates de Nadir Shah, torn. ii. p. 15;•)) have en-

the difreren: opinions concerning the burial of riched the tomb cf Ali with the fpoils of the

Ali, but adepts the fepulchre of Cufa, hodie people. The dome is copper, with a bright

fama numeroque religiofe frequentantium and mafiy gilding, which glitters to the fun *

celebratum. This number is reckoned by at the dillance of many a mile.

Niebuhr to amount annually to 2coo of the »77 The city of Melhed Ali, five or iix
,

dead, and 50=0 of the living (torn. ii. p. 20S, miles from the ruins of Cufa, and on© hun-

2C9.). drcd and twenty to the fouth of Bagdad, is

'"' All the tyrants of Perfia, from Adhad of thofize and form of the modern Jerufalem.

el Dowlat (A. D. 977, d'Herbelot, p. 58, Mefhed Hofein, larger and more populous, is

59. 95.) to Nadir Shah (A, D. 1743, Hiil. at the diilance of thirty miles.

Vol. V. ni manity
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CHAP, manlty and moderation : a grateful people was attached to their be-

^-'v^.^ nefadlor ; and the victorious Moflems were enriched with the

fpoils of Cyprus and Rhodes. Tlie facred duty of pnrfuing the af-

faiTnis of Othman was the engine and pretence of his ambition.

The bloody llilrt of the martyr Vv^as expofed in the mofch of Damaf-

cus: the emir deplored the fate of his injured kinfman ; and fixty

thoufand Syrians were engaged in his fervice by an oath of fidelity

and i-evenge. Amrou, the conqueror of Egypt, himfelf an army,

was the firft wlio falutcd the new monarch, and divulged the danger-

ous fecret, that the Arabian caliphs might be created elfevvliere than

in the city of the prophet ''^ The policy of PJoawivah eluded the

of his rival ; and, after the death of Ali, he negociated the

abdication of his fon Haflan, whofe mind was either aboA^e or below

the government of the world, and wlio retired without a figli from

the palace of Cufa to an humble cell near the tomb of his grand-

father. The afpiring wiflies of the caliph were finally crowned by

the important change of an elecllve to an hereditary kingdom. Some

murmurs of freedom or fiinaticifm attefted the reludlance of the

Arabs, and four citizens of Medina refufed the oath of fidelity ;

but the deligns of Moawiyah were conduced with vigour and ad-

drefs ; and his fon Yezid, a feeble and difiolute youth, was pro-

claimed as the commander of the faithful and the fucceflbr of the

apoftle of God.

Death of A familiar ftory is related of the benevolence of one of the fons of

. D. 680, Ali. In ferving at table, a flave had inadvertently dropt a difli of

4
er 10.

fQai(jji^g l)i-oth on his mafter : the heedlefs wretch fell proRiratc, to

deprecate his punifliment, and repeated a verfe of the Koran :

*' Paradlle is for thofe who command theii• anger :"—" I am not

" angry:"—" and for thofe who pardon offences:"—" I pardon your

''^ I borrow, on this occafion, the ftrong Evcilgato imperii arcane poiTe imperatorem

fenfe and expreiEon of Tacitus (Hill. i. 4.): alibi quam Roma; fieri.

"^ offence ;."
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" oflence :"—" and for thofe who return good for evil:"—" I give

'• you your liberty, and four hundred pieces of filver." With an

equal mcafure of piety, Hofein, the younger brother of HafTan, in-

herited a remnant of his father's f])irit, and ferved with honour

againft the Chriftians in the fiege of Conftantlnople. The primo-

genltm-e of the line of Haihem, and the holy charailer of grandfon

of the apoftle, had centered in his perfon, and he was at liberty to

profecute his claim againft Yezid the tyrant of Damafcus, Avhofe

vices he defpifed, and whofe title he had never deigned to acknow-

ledge. A lift was fecretly tranfmltted from Cufa to Medina, of one

hundred and forty thoufand Moflems, who profefled their attach-

ment to his caufe, and who were eager to draw their fwords fo loon

as he ihould appear on the banks of the Euphrates. Againft the ad-

vice of his wifeft friends, he refolved to truft his perfon and family

in the hands of a perfidious people. He traverfed the defert of Ara-

bia with a timorous retinue of vsOmen and children ; but as he ap-

proached the confines of Irak, he was alarmed by the folitary or

hoftile face of the country, and fufpeded either the defedlion or ruin

of his party. His fears were juft ; Obeldollah, the governor of

Cufa, had extinguiihed the firft fparks of an infurrc<£tion ; and

Hofein, in the plain of Kerbela, VA'as encompafled b}^ a body of five

thoufand horfe, who intercepted liis communication Vvith the city

and the river. He might ftill have efcaped to a fortrefs in the defert^

that had defied the power of Ca:;far and Chofroes, and confided in the

fidelity of the tribe of Tai, which would have armed ten thoufand

warriors in his defence. In a conference with the chief of the enemy,

lie propofed the option of three honourable conditions ; that he ihould

be allowed to return to Medina, or be ftatloned in a frontier garrlfon

againft the Turks, or fafely conduced to the prefence of Yczid.

But the commands of the caliph, or his lieutenant, were ftern and

m 2 abfolutc
;

267
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abfolute ; and Hofcin was informed that he muil cither fubmlt as a

captive and a criminal to the commander of the faithful, or expe£t

the confequences of his rebellion. " Do you think," replied he,

" to terrify me with death ?" And, during the iliort refpite of a

night, he prepared with calm and folemn refignation to encounter

his fate. He checked the lamentations of his fiftcr Fatima, who de-

plored the impending ruin of his houfe. " Our truft," faid Hofein,

" is in God alone. All things, both in heaven and earth, muft

" perifh and return to their Creator. My brother, my father, my
" mother, were better than me ; and every Mufulman has an ex-

*' ample in the prophet." He preiTed his friends to confult their

fafety by a timely flight : they unanimoufly refufed to defert or fur-

vive their beloved mailer ; and their courage was fortified by a

fervent prayer and the aiTurance of paradife. On the morning of

the fatal day, he mounted on horfeback, with his fword in one hand

and the Koran in the other : his generous band of martyrs confifted

only of thirty-two horfe and forty foot ; but their flanks and rear

were fecured by the tent-ropes, and by a deep trench which they

had filled with lighted faggots, according to the pradice of the

Arabs. The enemy advanced with reludance ; and one of their

chiefs deferted, with thirty followers, to claim the partnerihip of in-

evitable death. In every clofe oiifet, or fingle combat, the defpair

of the Fatimites was invincible ; . but the furrounding multitudes

sailed them from a diftance with a cloud of arrows, and the horfes

and men were fuccefl^ively flain : a truce was allowed on both fides

for the hour of prayer ; and the battle at length expired by the death

of the laft of the companions of Hofein. Alone, weary, and

wounded, he feated himfclf at the door of his tent. As he tailed a

drop of water, he was pierced in the mouth with a dart ; and his

fon and nephcAv, two beautiful youths, were killed in his arras. Ha
lifted
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lifted his hands to heaven, they were full of blood, and he uttered a C ll^ P.

funeral prayer for the living and the dead. In a tranfport of defpair ' . »

his fifter iflued from the tent, and adjured the general of the Cufians,

that he would not fuffer Hofein to be murdered before his eyes : a

tear trickled down his venerable beard ; and the boldeft of his fol-

diers fell back on every fide as the dying hero threw himfelf among

them. The remorielefs Shamer, a name detefted by the faithful, re-

proached their cowardice ; and the grandfon of Mahomet was flaiti

with three and thirty ftrokes of lances and fwords. After they had

trampled on his body, they carried his head to the caftle of Cufa,

and the inhuman Obeidollah ftruck him on the mouth with a cane

:

" Alas !" exclaimed an aged Mufulman, " on thefe lips have I feen

" the lips of the apoftle of God !" In a diftant age and cli-

mate the tragic fcene of the death of Hofein will awaken the

fympathy of the coldeft reader'". On the annual feftival of his

martyrdom, in the d'evout pilgrimage to his fepulchre, his Per-

fian votaries abandon their fouls to the religious frenzy, of forrow

and indignation '".

When the fifters and children of Ali were brought in chains to PoUeruy of

. , .
Mahomet

the throne of Damafcus, the caliph was advifed to extirpate the en- and Ali.

mity of a popular and hoftile race, whom he had injured beyond the

hope of reconciliation. But Yezid preferred the counfels of mercy ;

and the mourning family was honourably difmiifed to mingle their

tears with their kindred at Medina. The glory of martyrdom fu-

'" I have abridged the interefling narra- only European traveller who has dared to vifit

live of Ockley (torn. ii. p. 170-231.)• It is Mefted Ali and Mefiied Hofein. The two
long and minute; but the pathetic, almoft fepulchres are in the hands of the Turks,
always, confifts in the detail of little circum- who tolerate and tax the devotion of the Per-
"^"^^'• fian heretics. The felHval of the death of

'"' Niebuhr the Dane (Voyages en Arabic, Hofein is amply defcribed by Sir John Char-
ge, torn. ii. p. 2c8, SiC.) is perhaps the din, a traveller whom 1 have often praifed.

^ pericded

J
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pcrfeded the right of primogeniture; and the twelve imams "", or

pontiffs, of the Perfian creed are Ali, Haffan, Hofein, and the Uneal

defcendants of Hofein to the ninth generation. Without arms, or

treafures, or fubjeds, they fuccelFively enjoyed the veneration of the

people, and provoked tlie jealoufy of the reigning caHphs : their

tombs at Mecca or Medina, on the banks of the Euphrates, or in

the province of Chorafan, are ilill vifited by tlie devotion of their

fedl. Their names were often the pretence of fedition and civil war
;

but thefe royal faints defplfcd the pomp of the world, fubmitted to

the will of God and the injuftice of man, and devoted their inno-

cent lives to the iludy and pradice of religion. The twelfth and laft

of tJie Imams, confpicuous by the title of Mahad'i^ or the Guide, fur-

paffed the folitude and fan£lity of his predecenbrs. He concealed

himfelf in a cavern near Bagdad : the time and place of his death are

unknown ; and his A'Otaries pretend, that he ftill lives, and will ap-

pear before the day of judgment to overthrow the tyranny of Dejal,

or the Antichrifl:"\ In the lapfe of two or three centuries the pofte-

rity of Abbas, the uncle of Mahomet, had multiplied to the number

of thirty-three thoufand '"
: the race of Ali might be equally prolific

;

the meaneft individual was above the firft and greateft of princes

;

and the moO: eminent were fjppofed to excel the perfedlion of

angels. But their adverfe fortune, and the wide extent of the

Mufulman empire, allowed an ample fcopc for every bold and artful

impoftor, who claimed affinity with the holy feed : the fceptre of

the Almohades in Spain and Afric, of the Fati mites in Egypt and

'" The general article of ////a/n, in d'Her- Preliminary Difcourfe, p. So. 82.). In the

belot's Bibliotheque, will indicate the fuc- royal fiable of Ifp.ihan, two horfes were al-

ceiTion ; and the lives of the/auf/vf are given ways kept faddlcd, one for the Mahadi hira-

under their rcfpeilive names. fclf, the other for his lieutenant, Jefus the
"* The name of AntUhrifl may feem ridi- fon of Mary,

culous, but tlie Mahometans have liberally '^^ In the year of the Hegira 200 (. D.

borrowed the fables of every religion (Sale's 815). Sec d'Herbelot, p. 546.

Syria,
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Syria "^\ of the Sultans of Yemen, and of the Sophis of Perfia "',

has been confecrated by this vague and ambiguous title. Under their

reigns it might be dangerous to difpute the legitimacy of their birth

;

and one of the Fatimite caliphs fdenced an indifcreet queftion, by

drawing his fcymetar :
" This," iaid Moez, " is my pedigree ; and

" thefe," carting an handful of gold to his foldiers, " and thefe are

" my kindred and my children." In the various conditions of

princes, or doaiors, or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a fwarm of

the genuine or iidlitious defcendants of Mahomet and Ali is honoured

whh the appellation of iheiks, or fherifs, or emirs. In the Ottoman

empire, they are diftinguifhed by a green turban, receive a ftipend

from the treafury, are judged only by their chief, and, however de-

bafed by fortune or charafter, ftill aOert the proud pre-eminence of

their birth. A family of three hundred perfons, the pure and ortho-

dox branch of the caliph Hafllm, is preferved without taint or fufpl-

cion in the holy cities of Mecca and Medina, and ftill retains, after

the revolutions of twelve centuries, the cuftody of the temple and

the fovereignty of their native land. The fame and merit of Maho-
met would ennoble a plebeian race, and the ancient blood of the

Koreifli tranfcends the recent majefty of the kings of the earth '^*.

>s+ D'fierbelot, p. 542. The enemies of x'w'^ century, and through him from Mouf-
the Fatimites difgraced them by a Jewiih fa Cafiem, the fon of Hofein, the fon of Ali
origin. Yet they accurately deduced their (Oleariu?, p. 957. Chardin, tom.iii. p. 288.).
genealogy from Jaafar, the fixth Jmani ; and But I cannot trace the intermediate degrees in

the impartial Abulfeda allows (Annal. Mof- anygenuine or fabulous pedigree. Tftheyvvere

lem. p. 230.) that they were owned by truly Fatimites, they misht draw their origin
many, qui abfque controverfia genuini funt from the princes of Mazinderan, who reigned
Alidarum^ homine propaginum fu» gentis in the ix''' century (d'Herbeiot, p. 06.).
e.\aae callentes. He quotes fome lines from '" The prefent Hate of the family of Ma-
ihe celebrated Sibcrif or RaiJi.Egone hami- homet and Ali is moll accurately defcribed
litatem induam in terris hollium? (I fuf- by Demetrius Cantemir (Hirt. of the Othman
pea him to be an Edriffite of Sicily) cum in Empire, p. 94.); and Niebuhr (Defcription
..Egypto fit Chalifa de gente Alii, quocum de J'Arabie, p. 9— 16. 3^7, &c.). Jt is-

ego communem habeo patrom et vindiccm. much to be lamented, that the Daniih tra-
'" The kings of Perfia of the laft dynally veller was unable to purchafe the chronicles

are defcended from Sheik Scfi, .3 faint of the of Arabia.

1

1

The
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CHAP. The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our applaufe, but his fuc-

. I—J cefs has perhaps too ftrongly attra£ted our admiration. Are we fur-

Mahomet, prifed that a multitude of profelytcs iliould embrace the dodrine

and the paflions of an eloquent fanatic? In the herefies of the church,

the fame fedudtion has been tried and repeated from the time of the

apoftles to that of the reformers. Does it feem incredible that a pri-

vate citizen ihould grafp the fword and the fceptre, fubdue his native

country, and ereft a monarchy by his viilorious arms ? In the

moving pidure of the dynafties of the Eaft, an hundred fortunate

ufurpers have arifen from a bafer origin, furmounted more formidable

obftacles, and filled a larger fcope of empire and conqueft. Ma-

homet was alike inftruded to preach and to fight, and the union of

thefe oppofite qualities, while it enhanced his merit, contributed to

his fuccefs : the operation of force and perfuafion, of enthufiafm and

fear, continually a£ted on each other, till every barrier yielded to

their irrefiftible power. His voice invited the Arabs to freedom and

A'idtory, to arms and rapmc, to the indulgence of their darling paf-

fions in this world and the other ; the reftraints which he im-

pofed were requifite to eftr.blifh the credit of the prophet, and to

exercife the obedience of the people ; and the only ohjcclion to

his fuccefs, was his rational creed of the unity and perfedions of

Permanency God. It is not the propagation but the permanency of his religion

gion. that defcrves our wonder : the fame pure and perfedl impreflion

which he engraved at Mecca and Medina, is preferved, after the

revolutions of twelve centuries, by the Indian, the African, and the

Turkifli profelytes of the Koran. If the Chriftian apoftles, St. Peter

or St. Paul, could return to the Vatican, they might poiTibly enquire

the name of the Deity who is worfliipped with fuch myfterious

rites in that magnificent temple : at Oxford or "Geneva, they would

experience lefs furprife ; but it might ftill be incumbent on them to

perufe the catechifin of the church, and to ftudy the orthodox com-

mentators
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mentators on their own writings and the words of their mafter. But CHAP.
the Turkifli dome of St. Sophia, with an encreafe of fplendor and fize, v.

rcprefents the humble tabernacle eredled at Medina by the hands of

Mahomet. The Mahometans have uniformly withftood the tempt-

ation of reducing the objedl of their faith and devotion to a level

with the fenfes and imagination of man. " I believe in one God,

" and Mahomet the apoftle of God," is the fimple and invariable•

profeffion of Iflam. The intellediual image of the Deity has never

been degraded by any vifible idol ; the honours of the prophet have

never tranfgreiTed the meafure of human virtue ; and his living pre-

cepts have reftrained the gratitude of his difciples within the bounds

of reafon and religion. The votaries of Ali have indeed confecrated' -

the memory of their hero, his wife, and his children, and fome of

the Perfian dodlors pretend that the divine eflence was incarnate in

the perfon of the Imams ; but their fuperftition h univerfally con-

demned by the Sonnites ; and their impiety has afforded a feafonable

warning againft the worihip of faints and martyrs. The metaphy-

fical queftions on the attributes of God, and the liberty of man,

have been agitated in the fchools of the Mahometans, as well as iu

thofe of the Chriftians ; but among the former they have never en-

gaged the paifions of the people or difturbed the tranquillity of the

ftate. The caufe of this important difference may be found in the

reparation or union of the regal and facerdotal charadlers. It w2La

the intereft of the caliphs, the fuccefibrs of the prophet and com-

manders of the faithful, to reprefs and difcourage all religious inno-

vations : the order, the difcipline, the temporal and fpiritual ambi-

tion of the clergy, are unknown to the MoHems ; and the fagcs

of the law are the guides of their confcience and the oracles of their

faith. From the Atlantic to the Ganges, the Koran is acknowledged

as the fundamental code, not only of theology but of civil and cri-

minal juriiprudence ; and the laws which regulate the adlions and•

Vol. V. Q the
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c II V. the property of mankind, are guarded by the infallible and Immu-

( ,—J table fandion of the will of God. This religious lervltude is at-

tended with fome pradical difadvantage ; the illiterate leglflator had

been often mifled.by his own prejudices and thofe of his country
;

and the inftitutions of the Arabian dcfcrt may be ill-adapted to the

wealth and numbers of Ifpahan and Conftantinople. On thefe oc-

cafions, the Cadhi refpedfully places on his head the holy volume,

and fubilitutes a dextrous interpretation more appofite to the prin-

ciples of equity, and the manners and policy of the times.

Hi» merit His beneficial or pernicious influence on the public happinefs is

country. the lail confideration iu the charadtcr of Mahomet. The moft bitter

or moil bigotted of his Chriftian or Jewifli foes, will furcly allow

that he aiTumed a falfe commilTion to inculcate a falutary dodtrine,

lefs perfe£l only than their own. He pioufly fuppofed, as the bafis

of his religion, the truth and fluidity of /bcir prior revelations, the

virtues and miracles of their founders. The idols of Arabia were

broken before the throne of God ; the blood of human via:ims was

expiated by prayer, and fafting, and alms, the laudable or innocent

arts of devotion ; and his rewards and punifliments of a future life

were painted by the images moft congenial to an ignorant and carnal

generation. Mahomet was perhaps incapable of didating a moral

and political fyftem for the ufe of his countrymen : but he breathed

among the faithful a fpirit of charity and friendfliip, recommended the

pradlice of the fecial virtues, and checked, by his laws and precepts,

the thirft of revenge and the oppreffion of widows and orphans.

The hoilile tribes were united in faith and obedience, and the valour

which had been idly fpent in domeftic quarrels, Avas vigoroufly di-

re£led againft a foreign enemy. Had the impulfe been lefs povi»er-

ful, Arabia, free at home, and formidable abroad, might have flou-

riflied under a fucceinon of her native monarchs. Her fovereignty

was loft by the extent and rapidity of conqueft. The colonies of

1

7

the
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the nation were fcattered over the Eaft and Weft, and their blood CHAP,
was mingled with the blood of their converts and captives. After < -.- -J

the reign of three caliphs, the throne was tranfported from Medina

to the valley of Damafcus and the banks of the Tigris ; the holy-

cities were violated by impious war ; Arabia was ruled by the rod

of a fubjeft, perhaps of a ftranger j and the Bedoweens of the defert^

awakening from their dream of dominion, refumed their old and

folitary independence'".

"' The writers of the Modern Univerfal much (if any) additional information. The
Hiftory (vol. i. and ii.) have compiled, in dull mafs is not quickened by a fpark of phi-

850 folio pages, the life of Mahomet and the lofophy or talle: and the compilers indulge

annalsof thecaliphs. Theyenjoyed theadvan- the criticifm of acrimonious bigotry againft

tage of reading, and fometimes correiling, the Boulainvillierf, Sale, Gagnier, and all who
Arabic texts; yet, notwithftanding their high- have treated Mahomet with favourj or even

founding boafts, I cannot find, after the con- juftice.

clufion ofmy work, that they have afforded me

2
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CHAP. LL

The Co7iquefl of Perfm^ Syria^ E.gypt, Africa, and

Spa'in^ by the Arabs or Saracens.—Empire of the

Caliphs^ or Succejfors of Mahojnet.—State of the

Chriftans^ &'c. imder their Government.

C A p. '"X^HE revolution of Arabia had not changed the character of the

, \^'. , Jl Arabs : the death of Mahomet was the figual of indepen-

Union of the
^j^ncc J

and the hafty ftru£l:ure of his power and religion tottered to

A. D. 63:. its foundations. A fmall and faithful band of his primitive difciples

had liftened to his eloquence, and iliarcd his diftrefs ; had fled with

the apoflle from the perfecution of Mecca, or had received the fugi-

tive in the walls of Medina. The encreafing myriads, who acknow-

ledged Mahomet as their king and prophet, had been compelled by

his arms, or allured by his profperity. The polytheifts were con-

founded by the fimple idea of a folitary and invifible God : the pride

of the Chriftians and Jews difdained the yoke of a mortal and con-

temporary legiflator. Their habits of faith and obedience were not

fufEciently confirmed ; and many of the new converts regretted the

venerable antiquity of the law of Mofes, or the rites and myfteries of

the Catholic church, or the idols, the facrifices, the joyous feftivals, of

their Pagan anceftors. The jarring interefts and hereditary feuds of

the Arabian tribes had not yet coalcfced in a fyftem of union and

fubordination ; and the Barbarians were impatient of the mildcft and

moft falutary laws that curbed their paffions, or violated their cuf-

toms. They fubmitted with reludance to the religious precepts of

the
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rfie Koran, the abftinence from wine, the fail of the Ramadan and CHAP.
the daily repetition of five prayers ; and the alms and tithes, which

were colledled for the treafury of Medina, could be diftinguillicd

only by a name from the payment of a perpetual and ignominious

tribute. The example of Mahomet had excited a fpirit of fanaticifm

or impofture, and feveral of his rivals prefumed to imitate the con-

dudl and defy the authority of the living prophet. At the head

of the fugitives and auxiliaries, the firft caliph was reduced to the

cities of Mecca, Medina, and Tayef; and perhaps the Koreiih would

have reftored the idols of the Caaba, if their levity had not been

checked by a feafonable reproof. " Ye men of Mecca, will ye be

" the lafl: to embrace and the firft to abandon the religion of Iflam ?"

After exhorting the Moilems to confide in the aid of God and his

apoftle, Abubeker refolved, by a vigorous attack, to prevent the

jundion of the rebels. The women and children were fafely lodged

in the cavities of the mountains : the warriors, marching under

eleven banners, difFufed the terror of their arms ; and the appear-

ance of a military force revived and confirmed the loyalty of the

faithful. The inconftant tribes accepted, with humble repentance,

the duties of prayer, and fafting, and alms ; and, after fome ex-

amples of fuccefs and feverity, the moft daring apoftates fell proftrate

before the fvvord of the Lord and of Caled. In the fertile province

of Yemanah', between the Red Sea and the Gulph of Perfia, in a city

not inferior to A"edina itfelf, a powerful chief, his name was Mo-
feilama, had afiumed the charader of a prophet, and the tribe of

Hanifa liftened to his voice. A female prophetefs was attraded by

his reputation : the decencies of words and adlions were fpurned by

' See the defcription of the city and ground is occupied by the vificns and arms
country of A! Yamanah, in Abulfeda, De- of a modern prophet, whofe tenets are imper•

fcript. Arabia;, p. Go, 6i. In the xiii"> feftly known (Niebuhr, Defcription de-
century, there were fome ruins, and a few rabie, p. 206—302.).
palms; but in the prefent century, the fame

10 thefe
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CHAP, thcfe favourites of heaven ^ ; and they employed feveral days in

\_-»-.^-.^ myft'ic and amorous converfe. An obl'cure fentence of his Koran, or

book, is yet extant ' ; and, in the pride of his mifllon, Mofellama

condefcended to offer a partition of the earth. The propofal 33
anfvvered by Mahomet with contempt ; but the rapid progrefs of the

impoftor awakened the fears of liis fucccflor: forty thoufand IMoilems

were aifembled under the ftandard of Caled ; and the exillcnce

of their faith was refigncd to the event of a decifive battle. In tlie

firft adion, they were repulfed with the lofs of twelve hundred men
;

but the ikill and perfeverance of their general prevailed : their defeat

was avenged by the flaughter of ten thoufand infidels; and Mofeilama

himfelf was pierced by an Ethiopian ilave with the fame javelin

which had mortally wounded the uncle of Mahomet. The various

rebels of Arabia, without a chief or a caufe, were fpeedily fuppreifed

by the power and difcipline of the rlfing monarchy ; and the whole

nation again profeifed, and more iledfaftly held, the religion of the

Koran. The ambition of tlie caliphs provided an immediate exercifc

for the reftlefs fpirit of the Saracens : their valour was united in the

profecution of an holy w^ar ; and their enthufiafm was equally con-

firmed by oppofition and viitory.

* Their firil falutation may be tranfcribcd, but cannot be tranilated. It was thus that

Mofeilama faid or fung :

Surge tandem itaque ftrenue permolenda; ram llratus tibi thorus eft.

Aut in propatulo tentorio fi veils, aut in abditiore cubiculo fi malis

;

Aut fupinam te humi exporreftara fulligabo, fi velis, aut fi malis manibus pedibufquc

nixam.

Aut fi velis ejus (Priapi) gemino triente, aut ft malis totus veniam.

Imo, totus venito, Apoftole Dei clamabat fcemina. Id ipfuni dicebat

Mofeilama mihi quoque fuggelTit Dcus.

The prophetefs Segjah, after the fall of her ^ See this text, which demonllrates a God
lover, returned to idolatry; but, under the from the worl: of generation, in Abulphara-

reign of Moawiyah, Ihe became a Mufulman, gius (Specimen, HilK Arabum, p. ij. and

and died at BaiTora (Abulfedn, Annal. vcrf. Dynall. p. 103.) and Abulfeda (Anna].

Reilke, p. 63.). • ^'3-)•

From
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From the rapid conquefts of the Saracens a prefumptlon will na- C A \\

turally arife, that the firft cahphs commanded in perfon the armies '
'

r 1 • 1 r Charailer of

of the faithful, and fought the crown oi martyrdom in the ioremolt their caliphs.

ranks of the battle. The courage of Abubeker *, Omar ', aud 0th-

man *, had indeed been tried in the perfecutioa and wars of the

prophet ; and the perfonal aflurance of paradife muft have tauglit

them to defpife the pleafures and dangers of the prefent world.

But they afcended the throne in a venerable or mature age, and

efteemed the domeftic cares of religion and juftice the moil import-

ant duties of a fovereign. Except the prefence of Omar at the fiege

of Jerufalcm, their longefl: expeditions were the frequent pilgrimage

from Medina to Mecca ; and they calmly received the tidings of

vidlory as they prayed or preached before the Tepulchre of the pro-

phet. The auftere and frugal meafure of their lives was the eifedl

of virtue or habit, and the pride of their fimplicity infulted the vain

magnificence of the kings of the earth. When A.bubeker aQlimed

the oiTice of caliph, he enjoined his daughter Ayeflia to take a ftri^il

account of his private patrimony, that it might be evident whether

he were enriched or impoveriflied by the fervice of the ftate. He
thought himfelf entitled to a ilipend of three pieces of gold, with

the fufficient maintenance of a fingle camel and a black flave ; but

on the Friday of each week, he diftributed the refidue of his own

and the public money, firft to the moft worthy, and then to the

moft indigent, of the Moilems. The remains of his wealth, a

coarfe garment, and five pieces of gold, were delivered to his fuc-

ceiTor, who lamented with a modeft figh his own inability to equal

* His reign in Eutycliius, torn. li. p. 251. feda, p. 66. D'Hirbelot, p. 686.

Elmacin, p. l8. Abulpharagius, p. 108. * His reign in Eutychius, p. 323. Elma-

Abulfeda, p. 60. D'Herbelot, p. 58. cin, p. 36. Abulpharagius, p.ii). Abul-

5 His reign in Eutychius, p. 264. Elma- feda, p. 75. D'Herbelot, p. 695.

cin, p• 24. Abulpharagius, p. no. Abul•

fuch
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CHAP, fuch an admirable model. Yet the abftlnr.ice and humility of Omar

A_ ,- _' were not inferior to the virtues of Abubeker ; his food confifted of

barley-bread or dates ; his drink was water ; he preached in a gown

that was torn or tattered in twelve places ; and a Perfian fatrap who

paid his homage to the conqueror, found him afleep among the

beggars on the fteps of the mofch of Medina. Oeconomy is the

fource of liberality, and the encreafe of the revenue enabled Omar to

eftablilh a juft and perpetual reward for the paft and prefent fervices

of the faithful. Carelefs of his own emolument, he afligned to Abbas,

the uncle of the prophet, the firil and moil ample allowance of

twenty-five thoufand drams or pieces of filver. Five thoufand were

allotted to each of the aged warriors, the relics of the field of Beder,.

and the laft and meancft of the companions of Mahomet was diftin-

guiflied by the annual reward of three thoufand pieces. One thou-

fand was the ftipend of the veterans who had fought in the firil bat-

tles againil the Greeks and Perfians, and the dccreafmg pay, as low

as fifty pieces of filver, was adapted to the refpedlive merit and

feniority of the foldicrs of Omar. Under his reign, and that of his

predeceifor, the conquerors of the Eail, were the trufty fervants of

God and the people: the mafs of the public treafure was confecrated

to tlie cxpences of peace and war ; a prudent mixture of juilice and

bounty, maintained the difcipline of the Saracens, and they united,

by a rare felicity, the dil'patch and execution of defpotifm, with the

equal and frugal maxims of a republican government. The heroic

courage of Ali ', the confummate prudence of Moawiyah \ ex-

cited the emulation of their fubjeds; and the talents which had been

exercifed in the fchocl of civil difcord, were more ufefully applied

to propagate the faith and dominion of the prophet. In the floth

' His reign in Eutychius, p. 343. Elina• ' His reign in Eutychius, p. 344. Elma-

cin, •5• Abulpharagius, p. 117. Abul- cin, p• 54. Abulpharagius, p. 125. Abul-

ftda, P.K3. D'He;belot, p. Sg. feda, p. loi. D'Herbclot, p.jSu.

and
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and vanity of the palace of Damafcus, the fucceeding princes of the CHAP.
houfe of Ommiyah were alike deftitute of the qualifications of ftitef- < [- »

men and of faints '. Yet the fpoils of unknown nations were con-

tinually laid at the foot of their throne, and the uniform afcent of

the Arabian greatnefs muft be afcribed to the fpirit of the nation

rather than the abilities of their chiefs. A large deduilion mufl: be

allowed for the weaknefs of their enemies. The birth of Mahomet

was fortunately placed in the moil degenerate and diforderly period

of the Perfians, the Romans, and the Barbarians of Europe : the

empires of Trajan, or even of Conilantine or Charlemagne, would

have repelled the aflault of the naked Saracens, and the torrent

of fanaticifm might have been obfcurely loft in the fands of Arabia.

In the vidorious days of the Roman republic, it had been the TJ^^lr con-

Q U 6 ll 9 •

aim of the fenatc to confine their counfels and legions to a fmgle

war, and completely to fupprefs a firft enemy before they pro-

voked the hoftilities of a fecond. Thefe timid maxims of policy

v/ere difdained by the magnanimity or enthufiafm of the Arabian

caliphs. AVith the fame vigour and fuccefs they invaded the fuc-

ceiTors of Auguftus and thofe of Artaxerxes j and the rival mo-

narchies at the fame inftant became the prey of an enemy whom
they had been fo long accuftomed to defpife. In the ten years of

the adminiftration of Omar, the Saracens reduced to his obedience

thirty-fix thoufand cities or caftles, deftroyed four thoufand churches

or temples of the unbelievers, and edified fourteen hundred mofchs

for the exercife of the religion of Mahomet. One hundred years

after his flight from Mecca, the arms and the reign of his fucceflbrs

extended from India to the Atlantic Ocean, over the ^33 and

9 Their reigns in Eutychius, torn. ii. p. 360 p. 111— 141. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque O-
— 395. Elmacin, p.5g^ioS. Abulphara- rientale, p. 691. and the particular articles

gius, Dynaft. ix. p. 124—139. Abulfeda, of the Ommiades.

Vol. .V. diftanr
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C HAP. diftant provinces, which may be comprifed under the names of,

V—

V

' I. Perfia ; II. Syria ; III. Egypt ; IV. Africa ; and, V. Spain. Un-

der this general divifion, I ihall proceed to unfold thefe memorable

tranfaftions ; difpatchhig with brevity the remote and lefs interefting

conquefts of the Eaft, and referving a fuller narrative for thofe do-

meftic countries, which had been included within the pale of the

Roman empire. Yet I muft excufe my own defeats by a juft com-

plaint of the blindnefs and infufficiency of ray guides. The Greeks,

fo loquacious in controverfy, have not been anxious to celebrate

the triumphs of their enemies '". After a century of ignorance, the

firft annals of the Mufulmans were colleited in a great meafure from

the voice of tradition ". Among the numerous productions of Arabic

and Perfian literature '% our interpreters have fcledted the impcrfeft

'" For the ''^ and viii''' century, we have

fcarcely any original evidence of the Byzan-

tine hiilorians, except the Chronicles of Theo-

phanes (Theophanis Confefioris Chronogra-

phia, Gr. et Lit. cum notis Jacobi Goar.

Paris, 1655, in folio) ; and the Abridge-

ment of Nicephorus (Nicephori Patriarchs,

C. P. Breviarium Hiftoricum, Gr. et Lat.

I'aris, 1648, in folio), who both lived in the

beginning of the i,\''' century (feeHanckius de

Scriptor. I'yzant. p. 200— 246.). Their con-

temporary Photius does not feem to be more

opulent. After praiCng the ftyle of Nice-

phorus, he adds, « »;; rri -fo

aTT'.xffWTop'.Eioi tijJe WcfMii ir, (Tv.yfx^y ,

and only complains of his extreme brevity

(Phot. Bibliot. cod. Ixvi. p. too.). Some

additions may be gleaned from the more re-

cent hiftories of Cedrenus and Zonaras of the

si.'* century.

" 'I'iibari, or Al Tabari, a native of Ta-

borellan, a famous Imam of Bagdad, and the

Livy of the Arabians, finiftcd his general

hillory in the year of the Hegira 302 (A. D.

914). Al lie rcq^uell of his friends, he re-

duced a work of 30,000 Iheets to a more rea-

fonable fize. But his Arabic original is known
only by the Pcrfian and Turkiili verfions.

The Saracenic hillory of Ebn Amid, or El-

macin, is faid to be an abridgment of the

great Tabari (Ockley's Hift. of the Saracens»

vol. ii. preface p. xxxix. and, lift of author»,

d'Herbelot, p. 866. S;o. 1014.).
"• Befides the lifts of authors framed by Pri-

deau\ (Li.'e of Mahomer, p. 1713—189.),

Ockley (at the end of his fecond volume),

and Petit de la Croix (Hift. de Gengifcan.

p. 525— 5?o•). *'S '•nd in the Biblioiheque

Orientate Tarikh, a catalogue of two or three

hundred hiftories or chronicles of the Eaft, of

which not more than three or four are older

than Tabari. A lively iketch of Oriental

literature is given by Rciiki' (in his PrcJidag-

mata ad Hagji Chalifa; librum mcmorialem

ad caicem Abiilfedx Tabulx Syria;, Lipfiae,

1766) ; but his projeft and the French ver-

fion of Petit de la Crcix (Hill, de Timur Bee.

tom.i. preface, p. .\!v.) have fallen to the

ground.

iketches
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fketches of a more recent age ". The art and genius of hillory

have ever been unknown to the Afiatics'*; they are ignorant of the

laws of criticlfra ; and our monkifli chronicles of the fame period

mav be compared to their moft popular works, which are never vi-

vified by the fpirit of philofophy and freedom. The Onentd library

of a Frenchman" would inftrud the moil learned mufti of the Eaft
;

and perhaps the Arabs might not find in a fingle hiftorian, fo clear

and comprehenfive a narrative of their own ex'ploits, as that which

will be deduced in the enfuing iheets.

I. In the firft year of the firft cahph, his lieutenant Caled, the i"^afion of
' Perfu,

fword of God, and the fcourge of the infidels, advanced to the banks A• D. 632.

of the Euphrates, and reduced the cities of Anbar and Hira. Weft-

ward of the ruins of Babylon, a tribe of fedentary Arabs had fixed

themfelves on the verge of the defert ; and Hira was the feat of a

'^ The particular hiilorians and geographers

will be occafionally introduced. The four

following titles reprefent the annals, which

have guided me in this general narrative.

1 . Annales Eutychii, Patriar<h<e Ahxandrini,

ah Ed-vjardo Pccockio, Oxon, 1656, zijols. in

4">. A pompous edition of an indiiFerent

author, tranflated by Pocock to gratify the

preibyterian prejudices of his friend Sel-

den. 2. Hifioria Suracenua Georgii Elma-

cirti, opera et fludio Thoma Erpenii, in 4'",

Lugd. Batavorum, 1625. He is faid to have

halUly tranflated a corrupt MS. and his ver-

fion is often deficient in Ityle and fenfe.

3. H'lfioria compendicfa Dynajliarum a Grego-

rio Abulpharagio, interprete Ediuardo Pocockio,

in i^", Oxon, 1663. More ufeful for the

literary than the civil hillory of the Eaft.

4. Abulfedee Annales Mcjlemici ad Ann. Hegircs,

ccccvi. a Jo. Jac. Reifie, in 4.'°, Lipfiee, 1754.

The beft of our Chronicles, both for the ori-

ginal and verfion, yet how far below the

name of AbulfeJa. We know that he wrote

Oo

at Hamah, in the xi\"' century. The three

former were Chrillians of the x'•", .'•"^ and

xiii'*" centuries ; the two firft, natives of
Egypt, a Melchite patriarch, and a Jacobite

fcribe.

'* M. de Guignes (Hift. desHuns, torn. i.

pref. p. xix, x,\.) has charaflerifed, with truth

and knowledge, the two forts of Arabian

hiftorians, the dry annalift, an4 the tumid

and flowery orator.

'5 Bibliotheque Orientale, par M. d'Her-

belot, in folio, Paris, 1697. For the cha-

railer of the refpeftable author, confult his

friend Thevenot (Voyages du Levant, parti,

ch. I.). His work is an agreeable mifcellany,

which muft gratify every tafte; but 1 never

can digeft the alphabetical order, and I find

him more fatisfailory in the Perfian than the

Arabic hiftory. The recent fupplement from

the papers of M. M. Vifdelou and Galland

(in folio. La Haye, 1779) is of a differenc

eaft, a medley of tales, proverbs, and Chi-

nefe antiquities,

2 race
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CHAP, race of kings who had embraced the Chriftian religion, and reigned

*——V-—' above fix. hundred years under the fliadow of the throne of Perfia".

The laft of the Mondars was defeated and flaia by Caled ; his fon was

feat a captive to Medina ; his nobles bowed before the fucceifor of the

prophet ; the people was tempted by the example and fuccefs of their

countrymen ; and the caliph accepted as the firft fruits of foreign

conqueft, an annual tribute of feventy thoufand pieces of gold. The

conquerors, and even their hiftorians, were aftonifhed by the dawrt

of their future greatnefs :
" In the fame year," fays Elniacin, " Caled

" fought many fignal battles ; an immenfe multitude of the infidels

" was flaughtered ; and fpoils, infinite and innumerable, were acquired

" by the vidorious jNloflems "." But the invincible Caled wa&

foon transferred to the Syrian war : the invafion of the Perfiaa

frontier was conducted by lefs adive or lefs prudent commanders

:

the Saracens were repulfcd with lofs in the paifage of the Euphrates;

and, though they chailifcd the infolent purfuit of the Magians, their

remaining forces ftill hovered in the defert of Babylon.

Battle of The indignation and fears of the Perfians fufpended for a moment

^.'^. their inteiline divifions. By the unanimous fentence of the priefts

and nobles, their queen Arzema was depofed ; the fixth of the tran-

fient ufurpers, who had arifen and vaniflied in three or four years,,

fmce the death of Chofroes and the retreat of Heraclius. Her tiara

was placed on the head of Yezdegerd, the grandfon of Chofroes
;

" Pocock will explain the chronology '' Fecit et Chaled plurima in hoc anno

(Specimen, liiil. -Arabum, p. 66

—

j.\.), and prcelia, in quibus vicerunt Mullimi, et infjf.

J'Anville the Geography (I'Euphrate et le hum immensa muhitudine occua fpolia infi-

Tigre, p. 115.), of the Dynafty of the Al- nitaet ionumera funt nafti (Hill. Saracenica,

mondars. The Engliih fcholar underftood p. 20.). The Chriftian annalill Hides into

more Arabic than the Mufti of Aleppo(Ock- the national and compendious term of //j/ii/i.'/,

lev, vol. ii. p. 3.}.): the French geographer and I often adopt (I hope without fcandaJ)

is equally at home in every age and every this charafterillic mode oi exprcifion.

climate of the world.

and
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and the fame sera, which coincides with an aftronomical period ", C ,
has recorded the fall of the SaiTanian dynafty and the religion of t_ -.-

, _/

Zoroailer ". The youth and inexperience of the prince, he was

only fifteen years of age, declined a perilous encounter : the royal

ftandard was delivered into the hands of his general Ruftam ; and a

remnant of thirty thoufand regular troops was fwelled in truth, or in

opinion, to one hundred and twenty thoufand fubjeits, or allies, of

the great king. The Moflems, whofe numbers were reinforced

from twelve to thirty thoufand, had pitched their camp In the plains

of Cadeiia " : and their line, though it confifted of fewer mcii^ could

produce more foldters than the unwieldy hoft of the infidels. I ihall

here obferve what I mufl: often repeat, that the charge of the Arabs

was not like that of the Greeks and Romans, the effort of a firm

and compadl infantry : their military force was chiefly formed of

cavalry and archers ; and the engagement, which was often inter-

rupted and often renewed by fingle combats and flying ikirmiih'es,

might be protraded without any decifive event to the continuance of

feveral days. The periods of the battle of Cadefia were diftlnguifhed

" A cycle of 120 years, the end of '' \ days after tlie death of Mahomet
which an intercalary month of 30 djys fup- (;''' June . D. 632), we find the ira of
plied the life of our Biflcxtile, and reilored the Yezdegerd '•" June . D. 632), and his

integrity of the folar year. In a great- accellion cannot be poilponed beyond the end
lution of 1.^40 years, this intercalation «'as of the firft year. His predeceilbrs could net

fucceffively removed from the /irft to the therefore refiil the arms of the caliph Omar,
twelfth month; but Hyde and Frcret are in- and thefe unqueftionable dates overthrow the

volved in a profound controverfy, whether thoughtlefs chronology of Abulpharagius.

the twelve, or only eight of thefe changes See Ockley's Hill, of the Saracens, vol. i.

were accompliihed before the a;ra of Yezde- p. 130.

gerd, which is unanimoufly fiited to the joth '" Cadefia, fays the Nubiin geographer
of June A. D. 632. How laboricufly does (p. I2i.), is in margine folitudinis, leagues

the curious fpiritof Europe explore the darkeft from Bagdad, and two ilations from Cufa.

and moil dillant antiquities (Hyde, deReli- Otter (Voyage, torn. i. p. 163. j reckons 15
gione Perfarum, c. 14— 18. p. 181— 211. leagues, and obfcrves, that the place is fup-

Frerct in the Mem. de I'Academie des In- plied with dates and water.

fcriptions, to(n. .\vi, p. 233—267.) !

by
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CHAP. \)y tlieir peculiar appellations. The firft, from the well-timed ap-

' X '
' pearance of thoufand of the Syrian brethren, was denominated

the day fucconr. The day of couci/Jfion might exprcfs the dif-

ox'dcr of one, or perhaps of both, of the contending armies. The

third, a nodlurnal timiult, received the whimfical name of the night

of barkings from the difcordant clamours, which were compared to

the inarticulate founds of the fierceft animals. The morning^ of the

fucceeding day determined the fate of Pcri'ia ; and a feafonable whirl-

wind drove a cloud of duft againfl the faces of the unbelievers. The

clangor of arms was re-echoed to the tent of Ruflam, who, far un-

like the ancient liero of his name, was gently reclining in a cool

and tranquil ihade, amidft the baggage of his camp, and the train of

mules that were laden with gold and filver. On the found of danger

he ftarted from his couch ; but his flight was overtaken by a valiant

Arab, who caught him by the foot, ilruck off his head, hoifted it on

a lance, and inftantly returning to the field of battle, carried flaughter

and difmay among the thickeft ranks of the Perfians. The Saracens

confefs a lofs of feven thoufand five hundred men ; and the battle

of Cadefia is juilly defcribed by the epithets of obftinate and atro-

cious ". The ftandard of the monarchy was overthrown and cap-

tured in the field—a leathern apron of a blackfinith, who, in ancient

times, had arifen the deliverer of Perfia ; but this badge of heroic

poverty was difguifed, and almoil concealed by a profufion of pre-

cious gems ". After this victory, the wealthy province of Irak

or Affyria fubmitted to the caliph, and his conquefts were firmly

eftabllflicd by the fpeedy foundation of BaiTora "'', a place . which

ever

*' Atrox, contumax, plus femel renova- '^' The reader may fatisfy himfelf on the

turn, are the well-chofen exprcfiions of the fubjeil of BaiTora, by confuking the foHow-

tranflator of Abulfeda (Reifte, p. 69.). ing writers: Geograph. Nubienf. p. 121.

^* D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 192.

p. 197. 348. D'Anville, L'Eiiphrate ct le Tigre, p. i?o.

14 '^3•
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ever commands the trade and navigation of the Perfians. At

the dlftance of fourfcore miles from the Gulf, the Euphrates and

Tigris unite in a broad and dired current, which is aptly ftyled the

river of the Arabs. In the mid-way, between the junction and the

mouth of thefe famous ftreams, the new fettlement was planted on

the weftern bank : the firft colony was compofed of eight hundred

Moflems ; but the influence of the fituation loon reared a flourifh-

ing and populous capital. The air, though exceffively hot, is pure

and healthy : the meadows are filled with palm-trees and cattle ; and

one of the adjacent vallies has been celebrated among the four

paradifes or gardens of Afia. Under the firft caliphs, the jurifdidlion Foundation

of this Arabian colony extended over the louthern provmces of

Perfia : .the city has been fandtified by the tombs of the companions

and martyrs ; and the veflels of Europe ftill frequent the port of

Bafibra, as a convenient ftation and pafl!*age of the Indian trade.

After the defeat of Cadefia, a country interfered by rivers and Sack of Ma-
dayn,

canals might have oppofed an infuperable barrier to the vidlorious a. d. 637,

cavalry ; and the walls of Ctefiphon or Madayn, which had refifted

the battering-rams of the Romans, v/ould not have yielded to the

darts of the Saracens. But the flying Perfians were overcome by

the belief, that the laft day oF their religion and empire was at hand :

the fl:rongeft poils were abandoned by treachery or cowardice ; and

the king, with a part of his family and treafures, efcaped to Holwan

at the foot of the Median hills. In the third month after the battle,,

Said, the lieutenant of Omar, pafl'ed the Tigris without oppofitionj

the capital was taken by aflliult ; and the dilbrderly refiftance of the

people gave a keener edge to the fabres of the Moflems, who

»33. 145. Raynal, Hill. Philofophique des Thevenot, lorn. ii. p. 543—384, D'Otter,

deux ]ndes, torn. ii. p. 92— 100. Voyages torn. ii. p. 45—78. Dc Niebuhr, torn. ii.

di Pietro della Valle, tom.iv. p.370— 39r. p. 172— 199.

Dc Tavern icr, torn. i. p. 240 — ^47. De

fiiouied

Marcii.
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CHAP, fliouted \vlth religious tranfjiort, " This is the white palace of Chof-

-—» ' " roes, this is the promifo of the apoftle of God !" The naked

robbers of the defert were fiiddcp.ly enriched beyond the raeafure of

their hope or knowledge. Each cliainbcr revealed a new treafure

fccreted wilh art, or oftentatloufly dlfplayed ; the gold and filver, the

various wardrobes and precious furniture, furpafled (fays Abulfeda)

the cftimate of fancy or numbers ; and another hiftoriau defines the

initold and almoft infinite mafs, by the fabulous computation of

three thoufands of thoufands of thoufands of pieces of gold ^. Some

minute though curious fads reprefent the contrail of riches and ig-

norance. From the remote iflands of the Indian Ocean, a large

provifion of camphire ^' had been imported, which is employed with

a mixture of wax to illuminate the palaces of the Eaft. Strangers to

the name and properties of that odoriferous gum, the Saracens, mif-

taking it for fait, mingled the camphire in their bread, and were

afloniihcd at the bitternefs of the tafte. One of the apartments of

the palace was decorated with a carpet of filk, fixty cubits in length,

and as many in breadth: a paradife or garden was depidured on

the ground ; the flowers, fruits, and flirubs vere imitated by the

figures of the gold embroidery, and the colours of the precious

ftones ; and the ample fquare was encircled by a variegated and ver-

dant border. The Arabian general perfuaded his foldiers to relin-

quifli their claim, in the reafonable hope, that the eyes of the caliph

would be delighted with the fplendid workmanihip of nature and

** Mente vix potell numerove comprehendi meaner forts are exchanged for a (ingle pound

quanta fpolia. ... noftris ceiTcrint. Abulfeda, of the more precious gum of Borneo and

p. 69. Yet I Uiil fufpcd, that ihe extrava- Sumatra (Raynal, Ifiil. Phuofoph. torn. i.

gant numbers of Elmarin may be the error, p. 562— 365. Diiiionnaire d'Hiil. Naturelle

not of tlie text, but of the verfion. The bell parBomare. Millar's Gardener's Diilionary).

tranflators from the Greek, for inllance, I Thefe may be the iflands of the firft climate

find to be very poor arithnielicians. from whence the Arabians imported their

'^ The Camphire tree grows in China and camphire (Gcograph. Nub. p. ,4. 35• d'Her-

Japan; but many hundred weight of thofe belot, p. 232.).

1

7

induftry.
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induftry. Regardlefs of the merit of art and the pomp of royahy, CHAP,
the rigid Omar divided the prize among his brethren of Medina : u.—v-—

J

the pidlure was deftroyed ; but fuch was the intrinfic vahie of the

materials, that the fliare of AU alone was fold for twenty thoufand

drams. A mule that carried away the tiara and cuirafs, the belt

and bracelets of Chofroes, was overtaken by the purfuers ; the gor-

geous trophy was prefented to the commander of the faithful, and

the graved of the companions condefcended to fmile when they be-

held the white beard, hairy arms, and uncouth figure of the vete-

ran, who was invefted with the fpoils of the great king''^ The fack

of Ctefiphon was followed by its defertion and gradual decay. The Fi^undatioa

Saracens difliked the air and fituation of the place, and Omar was

advifed by his general to remove the feat of governmen': to the

weftern fide of the Euphrates. In every age the foundation and

ruin of the Aflyrian cities has been eafy and rapid ; the country is

deftitute of ftone and timber, and the moil folid ftrudlures"' are

compofed of bricks baked in the fun, and joined by a cement of the

native bitumen. The name of Cufa
"'*

defcribes an habitation of

reeds and earth ; but the importance of the new capital was fup-

ported by the numbers, wealth, and fpirit of a colony of veterans ;

and their licentioufnefs w^as indulged by the wifeft caliphs who were

apprehenfive of provoking the revolt of an hundred thoufand fwords:

" Ye men of Cufa," faid AH, who folicited their aid, " you have

" been always confpicuous by your valour. You conquered the

*' Perfian king, and fcattered his forces, till you had taken poflef-

** See Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, tom.i. Pietro deiia Val!e (torn. i. p. 713—718.731

p. 376, 377. I may credit the faft, without — 735•)•

believing the prophecy. ** Confiilt the article of Cia/<7,& in the Bi-

*' The moft confiderable ruins of AiTyria bliotheque of d'Herbelot (p. 277, 278.), and

are the tower of Belus, at Babylon, and the the fecoiid volume of Ockley's hiftory, par-

hall of Chofroes, at Ctefiphon: they have ticularly p. 40. and 153.

been vinted by that vuin and curious traveller

Vol. V. " fion
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C u A ?. « fion of his inheritance." This mighty conqueft was atchieved by

c—>,—-; tlie battles of JaUila and Nehavend. After the lofs of the former,-

Yczdcgcrd fled from HoKvan, and concealed his fliame and defpair

in the moimtains of Farfiftan, from whence• Cyrus had dcfcended

with his equal and valiant companions. The courage of the nation,

furvived that of the monarch ; among the hills to the fouth of Ec-

Latana or Hamadan, one hundred and fifty thoufand Pcrfians made

a third and final ftand for their religion and country ; and the deci-

five battle of Nehavend was flylcd by the Arabs the viilory of vic-

tories. If it be true that the flying general of the Perfians was ftopt.

and overtaken in a crowd of mules and camels laden with honey,,

the incident, however flight or fingular, will denote the luxurious-

impediments of an Oriental army''.

Conqueft of The geography of Perfra is darkly delineated by the Gi-eeks and•

A.D. Latins ; but the moft illuftrious of her cities appear to be more.

637—651•
ancierit than the invafion of the Arabs. By the redudion of Ha-

madan and Ifpahan, of C.iiwin, Tauris, and Rci, they gradually

approached the iliores of the Cafpian Sea; and the orators of Mecca,

might applaud the fuccefs and fpirit of the faithful, who had already

lofl: fight of the northern bear, and had ahnoil trankended die bounds

of the habitable world'". Again turning towards the Weft and the.

Roman empire, they repafled the Tigris over the bridge of Moful,

and, in tlie captive provinces of Armenia and Mefopotamia, em-

braced their vlclorious brethren of the Syrian army. From the

'9 See i!ie article of A'i/,«rf«</, in d'lTcr- phontcm, torn. iii. p. 554, eJit. Grxc. Orator,

belot, p. 667, 668. ; and Voyages en Turquie Keifice. This memorable caufe was pleaded

et en Perfe, par Oiur, tom.i. p. 191. at Athens, Olymp. cxii. 3. (before Chrill

'" ]t is in fucli a ll)le of ignorance and 330), in the autumn (Taylor, pia-'fat. p. 370,•.

wonder that tlie AtliCiiian orator defcribes &c.), about a year after the battle of Arbc•

the Arftic coocuR-fts of Alexander, who never la ; and Alexander, in the purfuit of Dariuf,

advanced beyond the iliores of the Cafpian. was marching towards Ilyrcania and Eac-

^,-;" e|j Ti; afxri «ati rr? u-LHu.kiv, a\i'/is tfiana.

!.», :!xcr,; .. Efchines contra Ctefi-

1 palace
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palace of Madayii their Eaftern progrcfs was not lefs rapid or ex-

tenfive. They advanced along the Tigris and the Gulf
j penetrated

through the pafles of the mountains into the valley of Eftachar or

Perfepolis ; and profaned the laft lanituary of the Magian empire.

The grandfon of Chofroes was nearly furprifed among the falling

columns and mutilated figures ; a fad emblem of the paft and pre-

fent fortune of Periia " : he fled with accelerated haftc over th-e

defert of Kirman, implored the aid of the warlike Segeilans, and

fought an humble refuge on the verge of the Turkifli and Chinefe

power. But a vittgrious army is infenfible of fatigue : the Arabs

divided their forces in the purfuit of a timorous enemy ; and the

caliph Othman promifed the government of Chorafan to the firfi:

general who ihould enter that large and populous country, the kinr-

dom of the ancient Badrians. The condition was accepted ; the

prize was deferved ; the ftandard of Mahomet was planted on the

walls of Herat, Merou, and Balch ; and the fuccefsful leader neither

halted nor repofed till his foaming cavalry had tailed the waters of

the Oxus. In the public anarchy, the independent governors of the

cities and caftles obtained their feparate capitulations : the terms were

granted or Impofed by the efteem, the prudence, or the compailion,

of the victors ; and a fimple profeiTion of faith eftabliilied the dif-

tiniftion between a brother and a flave. After a noble defence, Elar-

mozan, the prince or fatrap of Ahwaz and Sufa, was compelled to

furrender his perfon and his ftate to the difcretion of the caliph
;

and their interview exhibits a portrait of the Arabian manners. la

the prefence, and by the command, of Omar, the gay Barbarian

was defpolled of his filken robes embroidered with gold, and of his

3' We are indebted for this curious parti- p. 327.); and dill more needlcfs to copy the

cular to the Dynafties of Abulpharagias, drawings and defcriptions of Sir John Char-

p. 11^; but it is needlcfs to prove the idcn- din, or Corneille le Bruyn.

-tity of Eftachar and Perfepolis (d'Herbelct,

2 tiara
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^
^jT^

^' ^'^'^^'^ bedecked with rubies and emeralds :
" Are you now fenfible,"

t. - , - —> faid the conqueror to his naked captive ;
" are you now fenfible of

" the judgment of God, and of the different rewards of infidelity

" and obedience ?" " Alas !" replied Harmozan, *' 1 feel them too

*' deeply. In the days of our common ignorance, we fought with

" the weapons of the flefli, and my nation was fupcrior. God was

" then neuter : fmce he has efpoufed your quarrel, you have fub-

*' verted our kingdom and religion." Oppreffed by this painful

dialogue, the Perfian complained of intolerable thirft, but difcovered

fome apprehenfion left he ihould be killed whilft he was drinking a

cup of water. " Be of good courage," faid the caliph, " your life

" is fafe till you have drank this water :" the crafty fatrap accepted

the affurance, and inftantly daihed the vafe againft the ground,

Omar would have avenged the deceit ; but his companions repre-

fented the fandity of an oath ; and the fpeedy converfion of Hai-

mozan entitled him not only to a free pardon, but even to a ftipend

of two thoufand pieces of gold. The adminiftration of Perfia w^as

regulated by an adual furvey of the people, the cattle, and the fruits

of the earth " ; and this monument which attefts the vigilance of the

caliphs, might have inftruded the philofophers of every age ".

Death of the The flight of Yezdegerd had carried him beyond the Oxus, and

[l^j)]"e-i. as far as the Jaxartes, two livers" of ancient and modern renown,

which defceud from the mountains of India towards the Cafpian Sea,

3* After the conqueft of Perfia, Theopha- '* The mod authentic accounts of the two

MS udds, avTu h Tu xf.m(>.( a:a.- rivers, the Sihon (Jaxartes), and the Gihon

-/* •<.)> ,, ' «t/Tov «xt;ft»>;.. Si (Oxus), may be found in Sherif al Edrifi

« >>.(^ . '. . ktt.vm , (Geograph. Nubienf. p. 138.). Abulfeda

^Chronograph, p. 283.)• (Defcript. Chorafan. in Hudfon, torn. iii.

" Amidit our meagre relations, I muft p- 23•)• Abulghazi Khan, who reigned on

regret, that d'Herbelot has not found and their banks (Hilt. Genealogique des Tatars,

ufed a Pcrfian tranilation of Tabari, en- p. 32. 57- 766.), and the Turkilh Geogra-

richcd, as he fays, with many extraas from pher, a MS. in the king of France's library

the native hiftorians of the Ghebcrs or Magi (F.xamcii Critique dcs Hillotiensd'Alexandre,

(Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 101+.). p. 194—36c.).

He
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He was hofpitably entertained by Tarkhan, prince of Fargana ^'
a

fertile province on the Jaxartes ; the king of Samarcand, with

the Turkiih tribes of Sogdiana and Scythia, were moved by the la-

mentations and promifes of the fallen monarch ; and he folicited by

a fiippliant embaiTy, the more folid and powerful friendlTiip of the

emperor of China ^\ The virtuous Taitfong", the firft of the dynafty

of the Tang, may be juftly compared with the Antonines of Rome :

his people enjoyed the bleffings of profperity and peace ; and his

dominion was acknowledged by forty-four hords of the Barbarians

of Tartary. His laft garrifons of Caihgar and Khoten maintained

a frequent intercourfe with their neighbours of the Jaxartes and

Oxus ; a recent colony of Perfians had introduced into China the

aftronomy of the Magi ; and Taitfong might be alarmed by the

rapid progrefs and dangerous vicinity of the Arabs. The influence,

and perhaps the fupplies, of China revived the hopes of Yezde-

gerd and the zeal of the worfhippers of fire ; and he returned with

an army of Turks to conquer the inheritance of his fathers. The
fortunate Moflems, without uniheathing their fwords, were the fpec-

tators of his ruin and death. The grandfon of Chofroes was be-

trayed by his fervant, infulted by the feditious inhabitants of Merou,

and opprefled, defeated, and purfued, by his Barbarian allies. He
reached the banks of a river, and offered his rings and bracelets for

an inilant paffage in a miller's boat. Ignorant or infenfible of royal

diftrefs, the ruftic replied, that four drams of filver were the daily

profit of his mill, and that he would not fufpend his work unlefs

35 The territory of Fergana is defcribed by Freret (Mem. de ry\cademic, tom.xvi. p.z j.5

bulfeda, p. 76, 77. —255.), and de Guignes (Hiil. des Huns,
3' Eo redegit anguftiarum eundem regem torn. i. p. ^^^^g.), and for the geography

exfulem, ut Turcici regis, et Sogdiani, et of the borders, torn. ii. p. 1—43.).
Sinenfis.auxiliamiiris uteris imploraret(Abul- " Hift. Sinica, p. 41—46. in the iii"^ part

fed. Annal. p. 74.). The conneftion of the of the Relations Curieufes of Thevenoc.
Perfian and Chinefe hillory is illullrated by

the
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^ ^ 1^ ^• tlie lols were repaid. In this moment of hefitation and delay, the

«.—~,——» Kill of the SafTanian kings was overtaken and flaughtered by- the

TurkilTi cavalry, in the nineteenth year of his unhappy reign ".

His fon Firuz, an humble client of the Chinefe emperor, accepted

the ftatlon of captain of his guards ; and the Magian worfliip was

long preferved by a colony of loyal exiles in the province of Bu-

charia. His grandion inherited the regal name ; hut after a faint

and fruitlefs enterprile, he returned to China, and ended his davs in

the palace of Sigan. The male line of the SalHuiides was extinQ
;

hut the female captives, the daughters of Pcrfia, were given to the

conquerors in fervitude or marriage ; and the race of the caliphs

and imams was ennobled by the blood of their royal mothers ".

Tlieconqueft After the fall of the Perfian kingdom, the river Oxus divided the

o,\-ian"'
'

territories of the Saracens and of the Turks. This narrow boun-
A.D. 710. jjjjj.y ^Y^g ^QQj^ overleaped by the fpirit of the Arabs : the governors

of Chorafan extended tlieir fucceiTive Inroads ; and one of their

triumphs was adorned \vith the bufliin of a Turkifli queen, which

ihe dropt in her precipitate flight beyond the hills of Bochara*".

But the final conqucil of Tranfoxiana ", as well as of Spain, was

referved

^' I have endeavoured to harmonize the *° It was valued at 2000 pieces of gold,

various narratives of Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, and was the prize of Obcidollah, the fon of

p. 37.). Abulpharngius (Dynaft. p. 116.), Ziyad, a narnc afterwards infamous by the

Abulfeda (Annal. p. 74. 79). and d'Hcrbe- murder of Hofein (Ockley's Hiftcry of the

lot (p. 4S5.). The end of Yczdcgerd was Saracens, vol. ii. p. 142, 143.). His bro-

not only unfortunate but obfcurc. ther Salem was accompanied by his wife, the

2' The two daughters of Yezdegerd mar- firrt Arabian woman (A.D.680.) who pafled

ried HaiTan, the fon of Ali, and Mohammed, the Oxus: (he borrowed, or rather dole, the

the fon of Abubeker ; and the firll of thcfe crown and jewels of the princefs of the Sog-

was the father of a numerous proger^y. The dians (p. 231, 232.).

daughter of Phirouz became the wife of the ' A part of Abulfeda's geography i» tranf-

caliph Walid, and their fon Yczid derived lated by Greaves, infertcd in Hudfon's col-

his genuine or fabulous defcent from the leilion of the minor geographers (torn, iii.),

ChoiVoes of Ptrfia, the Cafars of Rome, and and entitled, Dcfcriptio Chorafmi.L- et Ma-
the Chagans of the Turks or Avars (d'ilcr- luaralnahrre, id eft, regionum extra fluvium,

belot, Bibliot. Oricntale, p. 96. 487.). Oxum, p. 80. The name of Trans oxiana,

fofter
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referved for the glorious reign of the inadive Walid ; and the name CHAP,
of Catibah, the camel- driver, declares the origin and merit of his v, S!,l. .^

faccefsful Heutenant. AVhile one of his colleagues difplayed the firfl:

Mahometan banner on the banks of the Indus, the fpacious regions

between the Oxus, the Jaxartes, and the Cafpian Sea, were reduced

by the arms of Catibah to the obedience of the prophet and of the

caliph *\ A tribute of two millions of pieces of gold was impofed on

the infidels ; their idols were burnt or broken ; the Mufulman chief

pronounced a fermon In the new mofch of Carizme ; after feveral

battles, the Turkiih hords were driven back to the defert ; and the

emperors of China folicited the friendfliip of the viftorious x\rabs.

To tlieir induftry, the profperity of the province, the Sogdiana of

the ancients, may in a great meafure be afcribed ; but the advantages

of the foil and climate had been underftood and cultivated fmce the

reign of the Macedonian kings. Before the- of the Sara-

cens, Carizme, Bocara, and Samarcand, were rich and populous

under the yoke of the fhepherds of the north. Thefe cities were

furroundcd with a double wall ; and the exterior fortification, of a

larger circumference, inclofed'the fields and gardens of the adjacent

diftriiil. The mutual wants of India and Europe were fupplied by

the diligence of the Sogdian merchants ; and the ineftimable art of

transforming linen into paper, has been diifufed from the manufac-

ture of Samarcand over the weftern world "^

fofter in found, equivalent in ?, is aptly *' A curious defcrlption of Samarcand is

ufed by Petit de la Croix (Hift.de Gengifcan, infened in the Bibliotheca Arabico-Hifpana,

&c.), and fome modern Orientalifts, but they torn. i. p. 208, &c. The librarian Cafiri

are miftaken in afcribing it to the writers of (tom.ii. 9.) relates, from credible teftimony,

antiquity. that paper was firll imported from China to
** The conquefts of Catibah are faintly Samarcand, A. H. 30. , in've7ited, or ra-

inatkcd by Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. S4.), tber introduced, at Mecca, A. H. 8. 'J'he

d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient. Caihah, Samar- Eturial library cotitains paper MSS. as old

candValiii.), .Tid de Guignes (Hift des Huns, as the ii''' or ••» century of the Hegira.

tora.i. p. ;S, 59).

II. No
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CHAP. . No fooner had Abubeker reftored the unity of faith and go-

< > vcrnment, than he dlfpatched a circular letter to the Arabian tribes.

Svri'a,"
" " In the name of the moft merciful God, to the reft of the true be-

'^3^• « licvers. Health and happinefs, and the mercy and blefling of

" God be u})on you. I praife the moft higli God, and I pray for

*' his prophet Mahomet. This is to acquaint you, that I intend to

" fend the true believers into Syria ** to take it out of the hands of

" the infidels. And I would have you know, that the fighting for

" religion is an a£l of obedience to God." His meftengers returned

^vlth the tidings of pious and martial ardour which they had kindled

in every province ; and the camp of Medina was fucceffively filled

with the intrepid bands of the Saracens, who panted for adlion,

complained of the heat of the feafon and the fcarcity of provifions

;

and accufed with impatient murmurs the delays of the caliph. As

foon as their numbers were complete, Abubeker afccnded the hill,

reviewed the men, the horfcs, and the arms, and poured forth a

fervent prayer for the fuccefs of their undertaking. In perfon, and

on foot, he accompanied the firft day's march ; and when the blufli-

ing leaders attempted to difmount, the caliph removed their fcruples

by a declaraticn, that thofe who rode, and thofe who walked, in the

fervice of religion, were equally meritorious. His inftruiition *' to

A feparate hiftory of the conqueft of will not deferve the petulant animadverfioa

Syria has been compofed by Al Wakidi, of Reiike (Prodidagnma ad Hagji Chaliflc

cadi of Bagdad, who was born A. D. 748, Tabulas, p. 136.)• I am forry to think that

and died A. D. 822 : he likewife wrote the the labours of Ockley were confummated in

conqueft of Egypt, of Diarbekir, &c. Above a jail (fee his two prefaces to the 1^' vol.

the meagre and recent chronicles of the Ara- A. D. 1708, to the z"•, 1718, with the lift

bians, Al Wikidi has the double merit of of authors at the end.

antiquity and copioufnefs. His tales and *' li.c in llruftions, Arc. of the Syrian war,

traditions afford an artlefs pidure of the men are dcfciibed by Al Wakidi and Ockley,

and the times. Yet his narrative is too often torn. i. p. 22—27, &c. In the fequel it is

defeiSive, trifling, and improbable. Till neccfiary to contraft, and needlcfs to quote

fomcthing better flnll be found, his learned their circumftanti.-.l narrative. My obliga-

and fpirited interpreter (Ockley, in his hif- tior.s to others fliall be noticed,

tory of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 21— 342.)

the
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the chiefs of the Syrian army, were infpired by the wadike nina- C II A p.
• LI

ticifm which advances to feize, and affeds to defpife, the objeds of ^

earthly ambition. " Remember," faid the fucceflbr of the prophet,

" that you are always in the prefence of God, on the verge of death,

" in the aillirance of judgment, and the hope of paradife. Avoid
" injuftice and oppreflion ; confult with your brethren, and iludy

" to preferve the love and confidence of your troops. When you
" fight the battles of the Lord, acquit yourfelves like men, without

" turning your backs ; but let not your victory be ftained with the

*' blood of women or children. Deftroy no palm-trees, nor burn
" any fields of corn. Cut down no fruit-trees, nor do any mifchief

" to cattle, only fuch as you kill to eat. When you make ariy

" covenant or article, ftand to it, and be as good as your word.
*' As you go on, you will find fome religious perfons who live re-

" tired in monafteries, and propofe to themfelves to ferve God thar

" way : let them alone, and neither kill them nor deftroy their

" monafteries *"
: And you will find another fort of people that be-

" long to the fynagogue of Satan, who have ihaven crowns'";

" be fure you cleave their ikulls, and give them no quarter till they

" either turn Mahometans or pay tribute." All profane or frivolous

converfation ; all dangerous recolleilion of ancient quarrels was fe-

verely prohibited among the Arabs ; in the tumult of a camp, the

exercifes of religion were aftiduouily pradifed ; and the intervals

of adion were employed in prayer, meditation, and the ftudy of the

*" Notwithftanding this precept, M. Paw were generally laymen ; they wore their hair
(Recherches fur les Egyptiens, tom.ii. p. 19;. long and diihevelled, and ihaved their heads
edit.LaQfanne)reprefentstheBedoweensasthc when they were ordained prielh. The cir-

jmplacable enemies of the Chriftian monks, cular tonlure was facred and myfterious: it

For my own part I am more inclined to was the crown of thorns; but it was likewife
fufpecl the avarice of the Arabian robbers, a royal diadem, and every prieft was a king,
and the prejudices of the German philofo- 5.-C. (Thomaflin, DifciplinederEglife, tom.i.

P^TV ,u r y, u ,
F-72i-758-e''Fcial!y p. 737, 738.).

"' bven in the leventh century, the monks

Vol. V. Q^q Koran.
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Koran. The abufc, or even the ufc, of wine was chaftlfed by foui-

fcore ftrokes on the foals of the feet, and in the fervour of their pri-

mitive zeal many fecret fmners revealed their fault, and folicltcd

their puniihment. After fome hefitation the command of the Syrian

army was delegated to Abu Obeidah, one of the fugitives of Mecca

and companions of Mahomet ; whole zeal and devotion were al-

fuaged, without being abated, by the fmgular mildnefs and bene-

volence of his temper. But in all the emergencies of war, the fol-

diers demanded the fuperior genius of Caled ; and whoever might be

the choice of the prince, X)\q /word of God was both in fad and

fame the foremoft leader of the Saracens. He obeyed without re-

ludance ; he confulted without jealoufy ; and fuch was the

fpirit of the man, or rather of the times, that Caled profefled his

readinefs to ferve under the banner of the faith, though it were in the

hands of a child or an enemy. Glory, and riches, and dominion,

were indeed promifed to the vidorious Mufulman ; but he was care-

fully inftrudted, that if the goods of this life were his only incite-

ment, they likewife would be his only reward.

Siege of Bof. One of the fifteen provinces of Syria, the cultivated lands to the
^^"

eaftward of the Jordan, had been decorated by Roman vanity with

tlic name of /Irahui ""
; and the firfl; arms of the Saracens were jufti-

fied by the femblance of a national right. The country was en-

riched bv the various benefits of trade ; by the vigilance of the em-

perors it was covered with a line of forts ; and the populous cities of

Cicrafa, Philadelphia, and Bofra*% were fecure, at leafl: from a fur-

prife,

*' Huic Arabia cfl con ferta, ex alio latere Marcellin xlv. 8. RelanJ. Paleftin. torn. i.

Nabathxis contigua; opimav.nrietatecommer- p. 85, 86.

cioiuiti, caftrifqi;c cppleta valiiiis et calkllis, •» With Gerafa and Piiuadelphia, Am-
qux ad repellendo:. gentium vicinarum ex- mianus praifes the fortilications of" L'ofra fir-

curfus, folicitudo perviget veterum per op- mitate cautiflimas. They dcferved the fame

portunos fahos erexic et cautos. Ammian. praife in the time of Abulfeda (Tabul.

Syrii,
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•pnie'f. by the folid ilrudure of their walls. The laft of thefe cities

was the eighteenth ftation from Medina : the road was familiar to

the caravans of Hejaz and Irak, who annually vifited this plenteous

market of the province and the defert : the perpetual jealoufy of the

Arabs had trained the inhabitants to arms ; and twelve thoufand

horfe could fally from the gates of Bofra, an appellation which fig-

nifiss, in the Syriac language, a ilrong tower of defence. Encou-

raged by their firft fuccefs againft the open towns and flying parties

of the borders, a detachment of four thoufand Moflems prefumed to

fummon and attack the fortrefs of Bofra. They were opprefled by

the numbers of the Syrians ; they were faved by the prefence of

Caled, with fifteen hundred horfe : he blamed the enterprife, re-

ftored the battle, and refcued his friend, the venerable Serjabil, who
had vainly invoked the unity of God and the promifes of the

apoftle. After a fliort repofe, the Moflems performed their ablu-

tions with fand lnfl:ead of water '°
; and the morning prayer was

recited by Caled before they mounted on horfeback. Confident ia

their ilrength, the people of Bofra threw open their gates, drew

their forces into the plain, and fwore to die in the defence of their

religion- But a religion of peace was incapable of withftanding the

fanatic cry of " Fight, fight ! Paradife, paradife !" that re-echoed in

the ranks of the Saracens ; and the uproar of the town, the ringino•

of bells ^", and the exclamations of the priefl:s and monks encreafed

the

Syria, p. 99.)» ^^° Jefcrlhes this city, the barraffed his free permiffion with many nice-

metropolis of Hawran (Auranitis), four days ties and diftinftions (Reland de Relig. Mo-
journey from Damafcus. The Hebrew ety- hammed, 1. i. p, 82, 83. Chardin, Voyages
mology 1 learn from Reland, Paleftin. torn. ii. en Perfe, tom.iv.).

P- 666. SI 57,^ bells rung! Ockley, vol. i. p. 38.
5° The apoftle of a defert and an army Vet I much doubt whether this expreflion

was obliged to allow this ready fuccedaneum can be juftified by the text of A! Wakidi, or

for water (Koran, c.iii. p. 66. c. v. p. 83.); the pradice of the times. Ad Gr2;cos, fays

but the Arabian and Perlian cafuifts have em- the learned Ducange (Gloflar. med. et in fin

.

Q_q 2 Grscitat.
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CHAP, the difmay and diforder of the Chriftians. With the lofs of two

^ -,- ._/ hundred and thirty men, the Arabs remained mailers of the field ;

and the ramparts of Bofra, in expectation of human or divine aid,

were crowded with holy crofles and confecrated banners. The go-

vernor Romanus had recommended an early fubmiiTion : defpifed

by the people, and degraded from his office, he ftill retained the

dcfne and opportunity of revenge. In a nodurnal interview, he in-

formed the enemy of a fubterraneous paflage from his houfe under

the wall of the city ; the fon of the caliph, with an hundred vo-

lunteers, were committed to the faith of this new ally, and their

fuccefsful intrepidity gave an eafy entrance to their companions.

After Caled had impofed the terms of fervitude and tribute, the

apoflate or convert avowed in the aflembly of the people his meri-

torious treafon. " I renounce your fociety," faid Romanus, " both

" in this world, and the world to come. And I deny him that was

*' crucified, and whofoever worfliips him. And I chufe God for

" my Lord, Iflam for my faith, Mecca for my temple, the Moflems

" for my brethren, and Mahomet for ray prophet ; who was fent

*' to lead us into the right way, and to exalt the true religion in

" fpite of thole who join partners with God."

Siege of Da- The conqueft of Bofra, four days journey from Damafcus'*, en-

I^D^'e-i-'. couraged the Arabs to beficge the ancient capital of Syria". At

Grxcitat. torn. i. p. 774.) campanarum ufus d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 291.); Thc-

fcrius tranfitet etiamnum rariflimuseft. The venot, Voyage du Levant (parti, p. 688

—

olJeil example which he can find in the By- 698.); Maundrell (Journey from Aleppo to

aanline writers is of the year 1040 ; but the Jcrufaiem, p. 122 — 130.) ; and Pocock (Dc-

\'enetians pretend, that they introduced bells fcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. p. 1 17— 127.).

at Conllantinople in the ix''' century. " Nobilidima civitas, fays Juftin. Ac-
'" Damafcus is amply defcribcd by the cording to the Oriental traditions, it was

Sherif al Edrifi (Geograph. Nub. p. 116, older than Abraham or Semiramis. Jofeph.

J 17.); and his tranilitor, Sionita (Appendix, Antiq. JiiJ. 1. i. c. 6, 7. p. 24. 29, edii.

c. 4.); Abulfeda (Tabula Syri.-e, p. ico.)

;

Havercamp. Juilin.. a.

Scliukens (Index Geograph. ad Vit. Saladin)

;

fomc
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fome diftance from the walls, they encamped among the groves and CHAP,
fountains of that delicious territory'*, and the ufual option of the »_ -,- j
Mahometan faith, of tribute or of war, was propofed to the refo-

lute citizens, who had been lately ftrengthened by a reinforcement

of five thoufand Greeks. In the decline as in the infancy of the mi-

litary art, an hoftile defiance was frequently offered and accepted by

the generals themfelves ^^
: many a lance was fliivered in the plain

of Damafcus, and the perfonal prowefs of Caled was fignalized in

the firft fally of the befieged. After an obftinate combat, he had

overthrown and made prifoner one of the Chriftian leaders, a ftout

and worthy antagonift. He inftantly mounted a freih horfe, the

gift of the governor of Palmyra, and puflied forwards to the front

of the battle. " Repofe yourfelf, for a moment," faid his friend

Derar, " and permit me to fupply your place: you are fatigued with

*' fighting with this dog." " Derar!" replied the indefatigable Sa-

racen, " we fhall reft in the world to come. He that labours to-day,

" iliall reft to-morrow." With the fame unabated ardour, Caled

anfwered, encountered and vanquiihed a fecond champion ; and the

heads of his two captives who refufed to abandon their religion

were indignantly hurled into the midft of the city. The event of

fome general and partial adions reduced the Damafcenes to a clofer

defence : but a meflenger whom they dropt from the walls, returned

with the promife of fpeedy and powerful fuccour, and their tumul-

'*• Ei;i '/«() cifxai tt.tt -,-: -» «',', nuine epiftles of Julian. How could they

Ti? 'Eu«5 oipQa^ftcr, » ifp» «ai ftiyiri;» Overlook that the writer is an inhabitant of-) ^syi-, ; ts? o-i;fx.?rae-i»i iiot Damafcus (he thrice affirms, that this pecu-

xaW.i', xai kui \t.'.yAu. a^m-. xat liar fig grows Only Trzfi -^fiii), a city which:

^r.yu» xui., xui yr.j iv^nfia Julian never entered or approached?

uy.icr.;; Sic. Julian, epift. xxiv. p. jgz. '' Voltaire, who cafts a keen and lively

Thefe fplendid ei-iihets are occafioned by the glance over the furface of hillory, has beea
figs of Damafcus, f which the author fends ilruck with the rel'emblance of the firft Mof-
an hundred to his friend Serapion, and this lems and the heroes of the Iliad ; the fiege

rhetorical themeisinferted by Petavius,Span- ofTroy and that of Damafcus (Hill. Gene-
heim, &c. (p• 390 — 556.) among the ge- rale, torn. i. p-S-jS.).

iuoua
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tuoua joy conveyed the intelligence to the camp of the Arabs. Aftei'

fome debate it was refolved by the generals to raife or rather to

fufpend the fiege of Damafcus, till they had given battle to the

forces of the emperor. In the retreat, Caled would have chofen the

more perilous ftation of the rear-guard ; he modeftly yielded to the

wiihes of Abu Obeidah. But in the hour of danger he flew to the

refcue of his companion, who was rudely prcfied by a fally of fix

thoufand horfe and ten thcufand foot, and few among the ChriRians

could relate at Damafcus the circumftances of their defeat. The

importance of the conteft required the junction of the Saracens who

were difperfed on the frontiers of Syria and Paleftine ; and I ihall

tranfcribe one of the circular mandates which was addrefied to

Amrou the future conqueror of Egypt. " In the name of the moil

" merciful God : from Caled to Amrou, health and happinefs.

" Know that thy brethren the Moflems defign to march to Aiz-

" nadin, where there is an army of feventy thoufand Greeks, who
" purpofe to come againft us, that they inay cxtuignipj the light of
*' God "wilh their mouths ; but Godprefe?-veth his light in fpite of the

*' infidels^''. As foon therefore as this letter of mine fliall be deli-

" vered to thy hands, come with thofe that are with thee to Aiznadin,

*' where thou ihall find us if it pleafe the moil high God." Tlie

fummons were cheerfully obeyed, and the forty-five thoufand Mof-

lems who met on the fame day, on the fame fpot, afcribed to the

bleifing of providence the effefts of their adivity and zeal.

Battle of About four years after the triumphs of the Perfian war, the repofe

A^D^oii of Heraclius and the empire v;as again difturbed by a new enemy,

J"'y '5• the power of whofe religion was more ilrongly felt than it was

'* Thefe words are a text of the Koran, gunge of iheir fcriptures; a ilyle more na-

c. ix. 32. Ixi. 8. Like our fanatics of the tn ..1 in their mouths, than the Ilebreiv idiom

laft century, the Moflems, on every fami- tranfplanted into the climate and dialeft of

liar or important occafion, fpoke the Ian- Britain.

1

7

clearly
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clearly underftood by the Chriftians of the Eaft. In his palace of C A p.

Conftantuiople or Antioch, he was awakened by the invafion of i
'

_j
Syria, the lofs of Bofra, and the danger of Damafcus. An army of

feventy thoufand veterans, or new levies, was aflembled at Hems
or Emefa, under the command of his general Werdan " ; and thefe

troops, confifting chiefly of cavalry, might be indifferently ftyled

either Syrians, or Greeks, or Romans : Syrians from the place of

their birth or warfare ; Greeks from the religion and language of

their fovereign ; and Romans^ from the proud appellation which

was ftill profaned by the fucceffors of Conftantine. On the plain of

Aiznadin, as Werdan rode on a white mule decorated with gold

chains, and furrounded with enfigns and ftandards, he was furprifed

by the near approach of a fierce and naked warrior, who had under-

taken to view the ftate of the enemy. The adventurous valour of

Derar was infpired, and has perhaps been adorned, by the enthu-

fiafm of his age and country. The hatred of the Chriftians the

lo'e of fpoil, and the contempt of danger, were the ruling paffions

of the audacious Saracen ; and the profpe£t of inftant death could

never ihake his religious confidence, or ruffle the calmnefs of his re-

folution, or even fufpend the frank and martial pleailmtry of his

humour. In the moft hopelefs enterprifes, he was bold, and pru-

dent, and fortunate : after innumerable hazards, after being thrice

a prifoner in the hands of the infidels, he ftill furvived to relate the

atchievements, and to enjoy the rewards, of the Syrian conqueft.

On this occafion, his fingle lance maintained a flying fight againil

thirty Romans, who were detached by Werdan ; and after killing or

^' The name of \\'ertlan is unknown to revenge on their enemies. In tranfpoiing

Thcophanes, a:id, though it might belong to the Greek charailer from right to left, might
an Armenian chief, has very little of a Greek they not produce, from the fa-miiiar appella-

afpeil or found. If the Byzantine hiliorians Andrew, fomeihing Kke the anagram
have mangled the Oriental names, the Arabs, Vi'irdan?

in this inilance, likewife have taken ample

unhorfing
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CHAP, unhorfmg feventcen of their number, Derar returned in fafety to

>
V his applauding brethren. When his raflinefs was mildly cenfured

by the general, he excuied himielf with the fimplicity of a i'oldier.

*' Nay," faid Derar, " I did not begin firft : but they came out to

*' take me, and I was afraid that God ihould fee me turn my back

;

" and indeed I fought in good earneft, and without doubt God
" alhfted me againft them ; and had I not been apprehenfive of dif-

*' obeying your orders, I fliould not have come away as I did ; and

" I perceive already that they will fall into our hands." In the pre-

fence of both armies, a venerable Greek advanced from the ranks

with a liberal offer of peace ; and the departure of the Saracens

would have been purchafed by a gift to each foldier, of a turban, a

robe, and a piece of gold ; ten robes, and an hundred pieces to their

leader j one hundred robes, and a thoufand pieces to the caliph. A
fmile of indignation expreifed the refuilil of Caled. " Ye Chriflian

" dogs, you know your option ; the koran, the tribute, or the fvvord.

" We are a people whofe delight is in war, rather than in peace ;

" and we defpife your pitiful alms, fmce we fliall be fpeedily mailers

" of your wealth, your families, and your perfons." Notuith-

ftanding this apparent difdain, he was deeply confcious of the public

danger : thofe who had been in Perfia, and had feen the armies of

Chofroes, confcffed that they never beheld a more formidable array.

From the fuperiority of the enemy, the artful Saracen derived a frefh

incentive of courage :
" You fee before you, faid he, the united

" force of the Romans, you cannot hope to efcape, but you may
" conquer Syria in a fingle day. The event depends on your dif-

" ciplinc and patience. Referve yourfelvcs till the evening. It was

" in the evening that the prophet was accuftomed to vanquifli."

During two fucceffive engagements, his temperate firmnefs fuftained

the darts of the enemy, and the murmurs of his troops. At length,

when the fpirits and quivers of the adverfe line were almofl: ex-

14 haufted,
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haufted, Caled gave the fignal of onfct and vidory. The remains C A P.

of the Imperial army fled to Antioch, or Ca-Hirea, or Damafcus ; and < ^—-^

the death of four hundred and feventy Moflems was compenfated

by the opinion that they had fent to hell above fifty thoufand of

the infidels. The fpoil was ineftimable ; many banners and crofies

of gold and filver, precious ftones, filver and gold chains, and in-

numerable fuits of the richeft armour and apparel. The general

diftribution was poftponed till Damafcus fhould be taken ; but the

feafonable fupply of arms became the infi.rument of new vidories.

The glorious intelligence was tranfmitted to the throne of the caliph,

and the Arabian tribes, the coldeft or moft hoftile to the prophet's

miifion, were eager and importunate to fhare the harveft of Syria.

The fad tidines were carried to Damafcus by the fpeed of grief "^^e Arabs
°

_ .
return to

and terror ; and the inhabitants beheld from their walls the return Damafcus.

of the heroes of Aiznadin. Amrou led the van at the head of nine

thoufand horfe : the bands of the Saracens fucceeded each other ia

formidable review ; and the rear was clofed by Caled in perfon, with

the ftandard of the black eagle. To the adivity of Derar he en-

trufted the commiffion of patrolling round the city with two thou-

fand horfe, of fcouring the plain, and of intercepting all fuccour or

intelligence. The reft of the Arabian chiefs were fixed in their re-

fpedive ftations before the feven gates of Damafcus ; and the fiege

was renewed with freih vigour and confidence. The art, the la-

bour, the military engines, of the Greeks and Romans are feldom

to be found in the fimple, though fuccefsful, operations of the Sa-

racens : it was fufiicient for them to inveft a city with arms, rather

than with trenches ; to repel the failles of the befieged ; to attempt

a ftratagem or an affault ; or to expe£t the progrefs of famine and

difcontent. Damafcus would have acquiefced in the trial of Aizna-

din, as a final and peremptory fentence between the emperor and

the caliph : her courage was rekindled by the example and authority

Vol. V. R 1- of
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C A p. of Thomas, a noble Greek, illuilrious in a private condition bv
LI.

'

. ...
V -.- _• the alHance of HeracHus*. The tumult and illumination of the

night proclaimed the defign of the morning fally ; and the Chriftiau

hero, who afFeded to defpife the enthufiafm of the Arabs, em-

ployed the refource of a fimilar fuperftition. At the principal gate,

in the fight of both armies, a lofty crucifix was eredled ; the bifhop,

with his clergy, accompanied the march, and laid the volume of

the New Teftament before the image of Jefus ; and the contending

parties were fcandalifed or edified by a prayer, that the Son of God

would defend his fervants and vindicate his truth. The battle raged

with inceflant fury ; and the dexterity of Thomas ", an incompar-

able archer, was fatal to the boldeft Saracens, till their death was

revenged by a female heroine. The wife of Aban, who had fol-

lowed him to the holy war, embraced her expiring hufband.

" Happy," faid ihe, " happy art thou, my dear ; thou art gone to

" thy Lord who firft joined us together, and then parted us afunder.

*' I will revenge thy death, and endeavour to the utmoft of my
" power to come to the place where thou art, becaufe I love thee.

" Henceforth ihall no man ever touch me more, for I have dedi-

" cated myfelf to the fervice of God." Without a groan, without a

tear, ihe waihed the corpfe of her hufband, and buried him with

the ufual rites. Then grafping the manly weapons, which in her

native land flic was accuftomed to wield, the intrepid widow of

Aban fought the place where his murderer fought in the thickeil of

the battle. Her firft arrow pierced the hand of his ftandard-bearer

;

*» Vanity prompted the Arabs to believe, only fufpeft the legitimacy of the damfel.

tlat Thomas was the fon-in-law of the em- " ^i Wakidi (Ockley, p. loi.) fays, " with

peror. We know the children of Heraclius " poifoned arrows;" but this favage inven-

by his two wives; and his avgufl daughter tion is fo repugnant to the praftice of the

would not have married in exile at Daniaf- Greeks and Romans, that 1 mull fufpcil, on

cus (fee Ducange, Fam. Byzintin. p. ii8, this occafion, the malevolent credulity of the

119.). Had he been lefi religious, I might Saracens.

4 her
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her Tecond wounded Thomas in the eye ; and the fainting Chriftians CHAP,
no longer beheld their enfign or their leader. Yet the generous \. --

i
.- . _f

champion of Daraafcus refufed to withdraw to his palace : his wound

was drefled on the rampart ; the fight was continued till the even-

ing ; and the Syrians refted on their arms. In the filence of the

night, the fignal was given by a ftroke on the great bell ; the gates

were thrown open, and each gate difcharged an impetuous column

on the fleeping camp of the Saracens. Galed was the firll in arms

;

at the head of four hundred horfe he flew to the poft of danger, and

the tears trickled down his iron cheeks, as he uttered a fervent eja-

culation ;
" God, who never fleepeft, look upon thy fervants,

" and do not deliver them into the hands of their enemies." The

valour and viilory of Thomas were arrefted by the prefence of the

Jword of God; with the knowledge of the peril, the Moflems re-

covered their ranks, and charged the aiTailants in the flank and rear.

After the lofs of thoufands, the Chriftian general retreated with a

figh of defpair, and the purfuit of the Saracens was checked by the

military engines of the rampart.

After a fiege of feventy days ''", the patience, and perhaps the The city Is

provifions, of the Damafcenes were exhaufl:ed ; and the braveft of ftorm and

their chiefs fubmitted to the hard didates of necefllty. In the oc- "fi)".
6^"'

currences of peace and war, they had been taught to dread the

fiercenefs of Caled, and to revere the mild virtues of Abu Obeidah.

At the hour of midnight, one hundred chofen deputies of the clergy

*° Abulfeda allows only feventy days for (24 July» A. D. 634.), to whofe reign the

the fiege of Damafcus (Annal. Modem, conquell of Damafcus is unanimouily afcribed

p.67. veiT. Rei(ke) ; but Elmacin, who men- (Al Wakidi, apud Ockley, vol. i. p. iic.

tions this opinion, prolongs the term to fix AbuIpharagius,Dynaft. p. 1 12. verf. Pocock).

months, and notices the ufc of ^//,•?^^ by the Perhaps, as in the Trojan war, the opera-

Saracens (Hift. Saracen, p. 25. 32.). Even tions were interrupted by excurfions and de-

this longer period is infufEcient to fill the In- tachmenls, till the la.Q feventy days of the

terval between the battle of Aiznadin (July, fiege.

\. D. 635) and the acceffion of Omar

R r 2 and
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CHAP, and people were introduced to the tent of that venerable commander,

. -— _f He received and difmilTed them with courtely. They returned with

a written agreement, on the faith of a companion of Mahomet,

that all hoftilities ihould ceafe ; that the voluntary emigrants might

depart in fafety, with as much as they could carry away of their

effeds ; and that the tributary fubjeds of the caliph ftiould enjoy

their lands and houfes, with the ufe and poffeiTion of feven churches.

On thefe terms, the moil refpedlable hoftages, and the gate nearefl:

to his camp, were delivered into his hands : his foldiers imitated the

moderation of their chief; and he enjoyed the lubmiiTive gratitude

of a people whom he had refcued from deftruflion. But the fuc-

cefs of the treaty had relaxed their vigilance, and in the fame mo-

ment the oppofite quarter of the city was betrayed and taken by

aflault. A party of an hundred Arabs had opened the eaftern gate

to a more inexorable foe. " No quarter," erred the rapacious and

fanguinary Caled, " no quarter to the enemies of the Lord :" his

trumpets founded, and a torrent of Chriftian blood was poured

down the ftreets of Damafcus. When he reached the church of St.

Mary, he was aftoniihed and provoked by the peaceful afpeit of his

companions : their fwords were in the fcabbard, and they were

furroundcd by a multitude of priefts and monks. Abu Obeidah fa-

luted the general :
" God," faid he, " has delivered the city into my

*' hands by way of furrender, and has faved the believers the trouble

" of fighting." " And am / not," replied the indignant Caled,

" am /not the lieutenant of the commander of the faithful ? Have

" I not taken the city by ftorm ? The unbelievers ihall perifli by

" the fword. Fall on." The hungry and cruel Arabs would have

obeyed the welcome command : and Damafcus was loft, if the be-

nevolence of Abu Obeidah had not been fupported by a decent and

dignified firmnefs. Throwing himfclf between the trembling ci-

tizens and the moft eager of the Barbarians, he adjured them by

7 the



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 309

tlie holy name of God, to refpeci: his piOmife, to lliipend their fury, C P.

and to wait the determination of their chiefs. The chiefs retired

into the church of St. Mary ; and after a vehement debate, Caled

fubmitted in fome meafure to the reafou and authority of his col-

league ; who urged the fanifcity of a covenant, the advantage as weH

as the honour which the Moflems would derive from the pundtual '

performance of their word, and the obftinate refiftance which they

muft encounter from the diftruft and defpair of the reft of the Syrian

cities. It was agreed that the fword ihould be fheathed, that the

part of Damafcus which had furrendered to Abu Obeidah, ihould he

immediately entitled to the benefit of his capitulation, and that the

final decifion ihould be referred to the juftice and wifdom of the

caliph °'. A large majority of the people accepted the terms of

toleration and tribute ; and Damafcus is ftill peopled by twenty

thoufand Chriftians. But the valiant Thomas, and the free-born

patriots who had fought under his banner, embraced the alternative

of poverty and exile. In the adjacent meadow, a numerous encamp-

ment was formed of priefts and laymen, of foldiers and citizens, of

women and children : they coUedted, with Imfte and terror, their

moft precious moveables ; and abandoned, with loud lamentations or

filent anguiih, their native homes, and the pleafant banks of the

Pharphar. The inflexible foul of Caled was not touched by the

fpedlacle of their diftrefs : he difputed with the Damalcenes the pro-

perty of a magazine of corn ; endeavoured to exclude the garrifoii

from the benefit of the treaty ; confented, with reludance, that each•

of the fugitives ihould arm himfelf with a fword, or a lance or a

bow ; and fternly declared, that, after a refpite of three days, they

might be purfued and treated as the enemies of the Moflems.

"' It appears from Abulfeda (p. 125.) and though not always refpefled, by the Maho-
Elmacin p. 32.), that this diflinclion of the metan foverejgns. See likewife Eutychius
twopartsof Damafcus was long remembered, (Annal. tom.ii. p. 379, 380. 3S3.)•

The
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The paifion of a Syrian youth completed the ruin of the exiles of

Damafcus. A nobleman of the city, of the name of Jonas ", was

betrothed to a wealthy maiden ; but her parents delayed the con-

fummation of his nyptials, and their daughter was perfuaded to efcape

with the man whom flic had cLofen. They corrupted the nightly

watchmen of the gate Kcifan : the lover, who led the way, was en-

compaffed by a fquadron of Arabs ; but his exclamation in the

Greek tongue, " the bird is taken," admoniihed his miftrefs to

haften her return. In the prefence of Caled, and of death, the un-

fortunate Jonas profeflcd his belief in one God, and his apoftlc Ma-

homet ; and continued, till the feafon of his martyrdom, to difcharge

the duties of a brave and fincere Mufulman. When the city was taken,

he flew to the monaftery, Avhere Eudocia had taken refuge ; but the

lover was forgotten ; the appftate was fcorned ; ihe preferred h^ religion

to her country; and the juftice of Caled, though deaf to mercy, re-

fufed to detain by force a male or female inhabitant of Damafcus. Four

days was the general confined to the city by the obligation of the treaty,

and the urgent cares of his new conqueft. His appetite for blood

and rapine would have been extinguiflied by the hopelefs computa-

tion of time and diftance ; but he liftened to the importunities of

Jonas, who aifiared him that the weary fugitives might yet be over-

taken. At the head of four thoufand horfe, in the difguife of

Chriftian Arabs, Caled undertook the purfuit. They halted only for

the moments of prayer ; and their guide had a perfedl knov.-ledge of

'^ On the fate of thefe lovers, whom he In (lead of a bafe renegado, Phocyas ferves

names Phocyas and Eudocia, Mr. Hughes the Arabs as an honourable ally; inftead of

has built the Siege of Damafcus, one of our prompting their purfuit, he flies to the fuc-

moll popular tragedies, and which poflc/Fes cour of iiis countrymen, and after killing

the rare merit of blending nature and hirtory, Caled and Derar, is himfelf mortally wound-

the manners of the times and the feelings ed, and expires in the prefence of Eudocia,

of the heart. Tlie foolifh delicacy of the who profefi'es her refolution to take the veil

players compelled him to foften the guilt of at Conllantinople. frigid catallrophe!

the hero and the dcfpair of the heroine.

tllC



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 311

the country. For a long way the footfteps of the Dan^afcenes CHAP,
were plain and conrpicuous : they vaniihed on a ludden ; but the ' — .- j

Saracens were comforted by the aiTurance that the caravan had turned

afide into the mountains, and muft fpeedily fall into their hands.

In traverfing the ridges of the Libanus, they endured intolerable

hardihips, and the finking fpirits of the veteran fanatics were fup-

ported and cheered by the unconquerable ardour of a lover. From

a peafant of the country, they were informed that the emperor had

fent orders to the colony of exiles, to purfue without delay the road

of the fea-coaft, and of Conftantinople ; apprehenfive, perhaps, that

the foldiers and people of Antioch might be difcouraged by the fight

and the ilory of their lufferings. The Saracens were conduded

through the territories of Gabala " and Laodicea, at a cautious dif-

tance from the walls of the cities ; the rain was inceflant, the night

was dark, a fingle mountain feparated them from the Roman army
;

and Caled, ever anxious for the fafety of his brethren, whifpered an

ominous dream in the ear of his companion. With the dawn of

day, the profpe£l again cleared, and they faw before them, in a pleafant

valley, the tents of Damafcus. After a iliort interval of repofe and

prayer, Caled divided his cavalry into four fquadrons, committing

the firft to his faithful Derar, and referving the laft for himfelf.

They fucceflively ruihed on the promifcuous multitude, infufficiently

provided with arms, and already vanquiihed by forrow and fatigue.

Except a captive who was pardoned and difmiffed, the Arabs en-

joyed the fatisfaition of believing that not a Chriftian of either fex

efcaped the edge of their fcymetars. The gold and filver of Da-

*' The towns of Gabala and Laodicea, Antioch and the Tea, and might have rejoined

which the Arabs paffed, ftill exift in a ftate the high road of Conftantinople at Alexandria.

of decay (Maundrell, p. ii, iz. Pocock, The itineraries will reprefent the direflions

vol. ii. p. 13.)• Had not the Chriftians been and diftances (p. 146. 148. 581, jSz. edit,

overtaken, they muft have croiTed the Orontes Wefleling).

on feme bridge in the iixteen miles between

mafcus
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^ ^ t'^
^' itiaicus was fcattered over the camp, and a royal wardrobe of tlirce

> V ' hundred load of filk might clothe an army of naked Barbarians. lu

the tumult of the battle, Jonas fought and found the objedl of his

purfuit ; but her rcfcntment was inflamed by the lafl: act of his per-

fidy ; and as Eudocia ftruggled in his hateful embraces, ilie ftruck

a dagger to her heart. Another female, the widow of Thomas, and

the real or fuppofed daughter of Heraclius, was fpared and releafed

without a ranfom ; but the generofity of Caled was the effe£t of his

contempt ; and the haughty Saracen infulted, by a meflage of de-

fiance, the throne of the Casfars. Caled had penetrated above an

hundred and fifty miles into the heart of the Roman province : he

returned to Damafcus with the fame fecrecy and fpeed. On the ac-

ceifion of Omar, iht fivord ofGod ws.?, removed from the command;

but the caliph, who blamed the raihnefs, was compelled to applaud

the vigour and condudl, of the enterprife.

Fair of Another expedition of the conquerors of Damafcus will equally

difplay their avidity and their contempt for the riches of the prefent

world. They were informed that the produce and manufadlures

of the country were annually colledted in the fair of Abyla '*, about

thirty miles from the city ; that the cell of a devout hermit VA'as

vifited at the fame time by a multitude of pilgrims ; and that the

feftival of trade and fuperftition would be ennobled by the nuptials

of the daughter of the governor of Tripoli. Abdallah, the fon of

Jaafar, a glorious and holy martyr, undertook, with a banner of five

hundred horfe, the pious and profitable commiflion of defpoiling the

infidels. As he approached the fair of Abyla, he was aftoniihed by

the report of the mighty concourfe of Jews and Chriftians, Greeks

** Dair Ahil Koilos. After retrenching the concurs with the fituation to juftify my con-

laft word, the epithet, holy, I difcover the jefture (Reland, Paleftin. torn. i. p. 317.

Abila of Lyfanias between Damafcus and He- torn. ii. p. 525. 527.).

liopolis: chc name (Abil fignines a vincyaid)

and
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.and Armenians, of natives of Syria, and of ftrangers of Esivpr, to C II A P,

the number of ten thoufand, beiidcs a guard of five thoufand horfc ._ \' _ .

•

that attended the perfon of the bride. The Saracens paufcd :
*' For

"my part," faid Abdallah, " I dare not go back : our foes are

" many, our danger is great, but our reward is fplendid and fecure,

" either in this Hfe or in the Hfe to come. Let every man, accord-

" ing to his inclination, advance or retire." Not a Mufulman^ de-

feated his ftandard. " Lead the way," faid Abdallah to his Chrif-

tian guide, " and you fliall fee what the companions of the prophet

" can perform." They charged in five fquadrons ; but after the

firfl: advantage of the furprife they were encompafll•d and almoil

o\'er\vhelmed by the multitude their enemies ; and their valiant

band is fancifully compared to a white fpot in the fkin of a black

camel °'. About the hour of funfet, when their weapons dropped

from their hands, \\\\zn they panted on the verge of eternity, they

difcovered an approaching cloud of duft, they heard the welcome

found of the tecb'ir''\ and they foon perceived the ftandard of Caled,

who flew to their relief with the utmoft fpeed of his caA^alry. The
Chriftians were broken by his attack, and flaughtered in their flight

as far as the river of Tripoli. They left behind them the various

riches of the fair ; the merchandifes that were expofed for fale, the

money that was brought for purchafe, the gay decorations of the

nuptials, and the governor's daughter, with forty of her female at-

tendants. The fruits, provifions, and furniture, the money, plate

aixl jewels, were diligently laden on the backs of horfes, alfes and

«5 I am bolder than Mr. Ockley (vol. i. «" We heard the tecbir; fo the Arabs call

p. 164.), who dares not infert this figurative Their fhout of onfet, when with loud appeal
expreflion in the text, though he obferves in They challenge heaven, as if demandino-
a marginal note, that the Arabians often conqueft.

'^

borrow their fiiniries from that ufefal and This word, fo formidable in thefr holy wars,
familiar animal. The rein-deer may be is a verb adiive (fays Ockley in his index) of
equally famous in the fongs of the Lap- the fecond conjugation, from Kabbara, which
landers. figiiifies [ayingJllaJcbar, God ismoftmighty!

Vol. V. Sf nniles;
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mules ; and the holy robbers returned in triumph to Damafcus.

The hermit, after a fliort and angry controverfy with Calcd, declined

the crown of martyrdom, and was left alive in the folitary fcenc of

blood and devaftation.

Sieges of Syria", one of the countries that have been improved by the moR'
Heliopolis

and Emefa, early cultivation, is not unworthy of the preference '^ The heat of

the climate is tempered by the vicinity of the fea and mountains,

by the plenty of wood and water ; and the produce of a fertile foil

affords the fubfiftence, and encourages the propagation, of men and

animals. From the age of David to that of Heraclius, the country

was overfpread with ancient and flouriiliing cities : the inhabitants

were numerous and wealthy ; and, after the flow ravage of defpot-

ifm and fuperftition, after the recent calamities of the Perfian war,

Syria could ftill attradl and reward the rapacious tribes of the defert.

A plain, often days journey, from Damafcus to Aleppo and Antioch,

is watered, on the weftern fide, by the winding courfe of the

Orontes. The hills of Libanus and Anti-Libanus are planted from

north to fouth, between the Orontes and the Mediterranean ; and

the epithet of holloiv (Coelefyria) was applied to a long and fruitful

valley, which is confmed in the fame diredion by the two ridges of

*' In the geography of Abulfeda, the de- lively. Kai » /*:. (Syria) 5roW.c» .- xoti

fcription of Syria, his native country, is the «w,»,- .» (in Periegefi, v. 902. in tom.iv.

moil interciling and authentic portion. It Geograph. Minor. Hudfon). In another

was publilhed in Arabic and Latin, Lipfix, place, he ftyles the country 7:,•,\> na»

1766, in quarto, with the learned notes of (v. 898.)• He proceeds to fay,

liochler and Reiike, and feme exirails of riac-a ci rti ;•^>; ; «a> •;,- r-?^To ;)
geography and natural hiilory from Ibn Ol * te fif-|?.-,x<>«i «ai oi>Jfi<ri «epo» es|f,,.

Wardii. Among the modern travels, Po- v. 921, 922.

cock's Defcription of the Kail (of Syria and This poetical geographer lived in the age of

Mefopotamu, vol. ii. p. 88—209.) is a work Auguilus, and his defcription of the world 13

of fuperior learning and dignity; but the illuilrated by the Greek commentary of Eu-

author too often confounds what he had fcen llathius, who paid the fame compliment to

and what he had read. Homer and Dionyfius ;Fabric. Bibliot. Gra;c.

*• The pralfcs of Dionyfias .ire jufl and 1. iv. c. 2. tom. Lii. p. 21, &c.).

7 fnowv
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(nowj mountains *'. Among the cities, are enumerated hy ^ ^ ^ P•

Greek and Oriental names in the geography and conqueft of Syria, ' ^—',

we may diftinguifli Emefa or Hems, Heliopolis or Baalbec, the

former as the metropolis of the plain, the latter as the capital of the

valley. Under the laft of the Cx'fars, they were ilrong and popu-

lous : the turrets glittered from afar : an ample fpace was covered

with public and private buildings j and the citizens were illuilrious

by their fpirit, or at leaft by their pride ; by their jriches, or at leail

by their luxury. In the days of paganil'm, both Emefa and Helio-

polis were addided to the woriliip of Baal, or the fun ; but the de-

cline of their fuperilition and fplendour has been marked by a fm-

gular variety of fortune. Not a veftige remains of the temple of

Emefa, which was equalled in poetic ftylc to the fummits of mount

Libanus '", while the ruins of Baalbec, invifible to the writers of an-

tiquity, excite the curiofity and wonder of the European traveller ".

The meafure of the temple is two hundred feet in length, and one

hundred in breadth : the front is adorned with a double portico of

eight columns ; fourteen may be counted on either fide ; and each

column, forty-five feet in height, is compofed of three mafly blocks

of ftone or marble. The proportions and ornaments of the Co-

'* The topography of the Libanus and noticed by Euftatius, I muft, with Fabricius

Anti-Libanus is excellently defcribcd by the (Bibliot. Latin, torn. iii. p. 153. edit. Er-

learning and fenfe of Reland (Palellin. torn, nelli), and againft Salmafius (ad Vopifcum,

i. p. 311— 326.). p. 366, 367. in Hill. Auguft.), afcribe them
'° Eniefe faftigia celfa renident to the fancy rather than the MSS. of Avie-

NamdifFufafoIoL-itusexpucat; acfiibit auras nus.

Turribus in ccelum nitentibus: incola daris ^' lam much better fatisfied «itii Maun-
Cor ftudiis acuit drell's flight oilavo (Journey, p. 134— 139.),
Deniqueflammicomodevoti peftora foli than with the pompous folio of Doilor Po-
\'itamagitant. Libanus frcndofa cacumina cock (Defcription of the Ball, vol.ii. p. 106

turget, — 113•); ''ut every preceding account is

Et tamen bis certant cell! failigia templi. eclipfed by the magnificent defcription and
Thefe vcrfes of the Latin verfion of Rufus drawings of M. J.L Dawkins and Wood, who
Avienus are wanting in the Greek original of have tranfported into England the ruins of
Dionyfius; and fince they are likewiie un- Palmyra and Baalbeck.

S f 2 rinthian
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rlnth'ian order exprcis the architeilure of ihc Greeks ; but as Baal-

bec has never been the feat of a monarch, we are at a lofs to conceive

how the expence of thefe magnificent ftruclures. could be fuppUed by-

private or municipal liberality '\ From the conqueft of Damafcus

the Saracens proceeded to Heliopolis and Emefa ; but I fliall decline

the repetition of the fallies and combats which have been already

ihewn on a larger fcale. In the profecutiofi of the war, their policy

was not Icfs effedlual than their fword. By ihort and feparate truces

they diffolved the union of the enemy ; accuftomed the Syrians to

compare their friendfliip with their enmity ; familiarifed the idea of

their language, religion, and manners ; and exhaufted, by clandeftine

purchafe, the magazines and arfenals of the cities which they re-

turned to befiege. They aggravated the ranfom of the more wealthy,

or the more obftinate ; and Chalcis alone was taxed at five thoufand

ounces of gold, five thoufand ounces of filvcr, two thoufand robes of

filk, and as many figs and olives as would load five thoufand afl~es.

But the tcrais of truce or capitulation were faithfully obferved ; and

the lieutenant of the caliph, who had promifed not to enter the

walls of the captive Baalbec, remained tranquil and immoveable in

his tent till the jarring fiiftions foliated the interpofition of a foreign

mafter. The conqueft of the plain and valley of Syria w-as atchieved

in lefs than t\vo years. Yet the commander of the faithful reproved

the flownefs of their progrefs, and the Saracens, bewailing their fault

Avith tears of rage and repentance, called aloud on their chiefs to lead

them forth to fight the battles of the Lord. In a recent adion, under

the walls of Emefa, an Arabian youth, thp coufin of Caled, was

heard aloud to exclaim, " Methinks I fee the black-eyed girls look-

'* The Orientals explain the prodigy by a p. S3.). Witli lefs abfurdity, but with cqu.il

never-failing expedient. The edifices of ignorance, .Abulfcda and Ibn C'haukel afcribe

Eaalbec were conftrufted by the fairies or the them to the Saba;ans or Aadites. Non funt

genii (Hift. de Timour Bee, torn. iii. I. v. in omni Syria acdificia magniticcntiora his

c. 23. p. 311, 312. Voyage d'Otter, torn, i, (Tabula Syria-, p. 103.).

" ing
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" ing upon me ; one of whom, fliould fhe appear in this world, all ^ I^ ^ P.

" mankind would die for love of her. And I fee in the hand of < ^—

»

" one of them, an handkerchief of green filk, and a cap of precious

" ftones, and flie beckons me, and calls out, come hither quickly,

" for I love thee." With thefe words, charging the Chriftiaus, he

made havock wherever he went, till, obferved at length by the go-

vernor of Hems, he was ftruck through v/ith a javelin.

It was incumbent on the Saracens to exert the full powers of their Br.ttleof

Yermuk,

valour and enthufiafm againft the forces of the emperor, who was A. D. 63G,

taught by repeated lofles, that the rovers of the defert had under-

taken, and would fpeedily atchieve, a regular and permanent con-

queft. From the provinces of Europe and Afia, fourfcore thoufand

foldiers were tranfported by fea and land to Antioch and Ciefarea

:

the light troops of the army confifted of fixty thoufand Chriftian

Arabs of the tribe of Gaffan. Under the banner of Jabalah, the

laft of their princes, they marched in the van ; and it was a maxim

of the Greeks, that, for the purpofe of cutting diamond, a diamond

was the.nicft effeiiiual. Heraclius withheld his perfon from the

dangers of the field ; but his prefumption, or perhaps his defpond-

ency, fuggefted a peremptory order, that the fate of the province

and the \var ihould be decided by a fingle battle. The Syrians were

attached to- the ftandard of Rome and of the crofs ; but the noble,

the citizen, the peafant, were exafperated by the injuflice and

cruelty of a licentious hoft, Avho opprefTed them as fubjeits, and

dcfpifed them as ftrangers and aliens ^'. A report of thefe mighty

preparations was conveyed to the Saracens in their camp of Emefa
;

and the chiefs, though refolved to fight, affembled a •council: the

faith of Abu Obeidah would have expefted on the fame fpot the

" I have read fomewhere in Tacitus, or the wife, and murdered the chih!, of their

Grotius, Subjeftos habent tanquam fuos, viles Syrian landlord; and Manuel fmiled at his

tanquamalicnos. Some Greekofiicefs ravifhed undutiful complaint.

glory
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c A P. Mory of inariyrdom ; the wifdom of Caled advlfed an honourable

'—1,^^^—' retreat to the ikirts of Paleftine and Arabia, where they might

await the ruccours of their friends and the attack of the unbelievers.

A fpccdv mcfTenger foon returned from tlie throne of Medina, Mith

tlie bleilings of Omar and Ali, the prayers of the Avidows of the

l)rophct, and a reinforcement of eight thoufand Moilems. In their

way they overturned a detachment of Greeks, and when they joined

at Yermuk the camp of their brethren, they found the pleafing in-

tein<^ence, that Caled had already defeated and fcattercd the Chriftian

Arabs of the tribe of Gaflan. In the neighbourhood of Bofra, the

fprings of mount Hcrmon defcend in a torrent to the plain of De-

capolis, or ten cities ; and the Ilieromax, a name Avhich has been

corrupted to Yermuk, is loft after a fliort courle in the lake of Tibe-

rias '*. The banks of this obfcure ftream Avcre illuftrated by a long

and bloody encounter. On this momentous occafion, the public

voice, and the modefty of Abu Obeidah, rellored the command to

the moft defcrving of the Moflems. Caled afllimed his ftation in

the front, his colleague was ported in the rear, that the diforder of

the fugitives might be checked by his A'enerable afpeft and the

fight of the yellow banner which Mahomet had difplayed before the

walls of Chaibar. The laft line was occupied by the fifter of Dcrar,

with the Arabian women who had enlifted in this holy war, who

were accuftomed to wield the bow and the lance, and who in a mo-

ment of captivity had defended, againft the uncircumcifed ravifliers,

their chaftity and religion ". The e>diortation of the generals was

brief

'+ Sec Reland, Paleiiin. torn. i. p. ;-2. p.392.) andd'Anville (GeographieAncienne,

28;). torn. ii. p. 7-3. 77;. This IcarneJ torn. ii. p. 185.). The Arabs, and even Abul-

profeflor was equal to the talkofdefi:ribing the feda himfelf, do not fcem to recognize the

Holy Land, fince he was alike converfant with fcene of their viftory.

Greek and Latin, with Hebrew and Arabian 'i Thefe women were of ihc tribe of the

literature. The Ver.-nuk, or Hicromav, is Hamyarites, who derived their origin from

r.ouced by Cellarius (Geograph.Aniiq. tom.ii. the ancient Amalekiies. Their females were

accuilomed
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brief and forcible :
" Paradile is before you, the devil and hell-fire

" ill your rear." Yet fucli was the weight of the Roman cavalry,

that the right wing of the Arabs \vas broken and feparated frcin the

main body. Thrice did they retreat in difordcr, and thrice were

they driven back to the charge by the reproaches and blows of the

vomen. In the intervals of adion, Abu Obeidah vifited the tents

of his brethren, prolonged their repofe, by repeating at once the

prayers of tv.-o different hours ; bound up their wounds with his

own hands, and adminiftered the comfortable refleilion, that the

infidels partook of their fuiferings vithout partaking of their reward.

Four thoufand and thirty of the Moflems were buried in the field

of battle ; and the ikill of the Armenian archers enabled feven hun-

dred to boail: that they had loft an eye in that meritorious fervice.

The veterans of the Syrian war acknowledged that it was the hardeft

and moft doubtful of the days which they had feen. But it was Hke-

wife the moft decifive : many thoufands of the Greeks and Syrians

fell by the fwords of the Arabs ; many were llaughtercd, after the

defeat in the woods and mountains ; many, by miftaking the ford,

were drowned in the waters of the Yermuk ; and however the lofs

may be magnified "', the Chriftian writers confefs and bewail the

bloody punilhment of their fins". Manuel, the Roman general,

was either killed at Damafcus, or took refuge in the mcnaflcry of
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accuftomed to rice on horfeback, and to fi^'it

like the Amazons of old (Ock)ey, vol. i.

p. 67.).
"' We killed of them, fays Abu Obeidah

to the caliph, one hundred and fifty thou-

fand, and made prifoners forty thcufand

(Ockiey, vol. i. p. 241.). As I cannot doubt

his veracity, nor believe liis computation, I

miift fufpeft that the Arabic hillorians in-

dulged themfclves in the praiiice of com•
pofing fpeeciies and letters for their heroes.

'' After deploring the fins of the Chriilians,

Theophanes adds (Chronograph, p. 276.),

st;;r>i ECi^ixoj /.-. •» TcnA^oi-ia

,- xai yitiTsu WfaTr fofa wt^ ,- tb IVftaua

-fc.TU f, ^» f.iyui (does lie mean
Aiznadin ?) kch hfKtxa», >; sflisrfj.iv aiua-. His account is brief and obfcurc,

but he accufes the numbers of the enemy, the

adverfe wind.and the cloud of dufi:
fj.^
,,,.

{ (the Romans) ci>rr,Vft,cru:i:r.c-at; iix tc»

<-MOH% 7U Xlfy.'.'^i-e 'TTOTUU.B -i UTtalAOiTO Ujo,;il

(Chronograph, p. 28c.).

mount
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CHAP, mount Sinai. An exile in the Byzantine court, Jabalah lamented

,*—-V——' tlie manners of Arabia, and his unlucky preierencc of the Chrilllan

caufe". He had once inclined to the profeihon of Iflam ; but in the

pilgrimage of Mecca, Jabalah was provoked to flrike one of his

brethren, and fled with amazement from the ilern and equal juflicc

of the caliph. The vidlorious Saracens enjoyed at Damafcus a month

of pleafure and repofe : the fpoil was divided by the difcretion of

Abu Obeidah : an equal ihare was allotted to a foldier and to his

horfe, and a double portion was referved for the noble courfers of

the Arabian breed.

Corqneft of After the battle of Yermuk, the Roman army no longer appeared
Jerufdlem, ,,^ •<- iic -ir. D. 637. in the held ; and the Saracens might lecurcly chulc among the lor-

tified towns of Syria, the firft object of their attack. They confuited

the caliph whether they fliould march to Ca-farea or Jcrufalem ; and

the advice of All determined the immediate fiege of the latter. To a

profane eye, Jerufalem was the firft or fecond capital of Paleftine
;

but after Mecca and Medina, it was revered and vifited by the de-

vout Moflems, as the temple of the Holy Land which had been lanc-

tified by the revelation of Mofes, of Jelus, and of Mahomet himfelf.

The fon of Abu Sophian was fent with five thoufand Arabs to try

the firft experiment of furprifc or treaty : but on the eleventh day,

the town was inverted by the whole force of Abu Obeidah. He ad-

dreffed the cuftomary fummons to the chief commanders and people

oi JElia''\ " Health and happinefs to every one that follows the

" See Abuireda (Annal. Moflem. p. 70, known to the devout Chrillians (Eufeb. de

-1.), who iranfcribes the poetical complaint Martyr. Paleft. c. xi.) ; but the Jfgal and

of Jabalah himfelf, and feme panegyrical popular appellation of \.£lia (the colony of-

ftrains of an Arabian pcet, to whom the chief iElius Hadrianus) has pafied from the Ro-

of Gailan fent from Conrtantinople a gift of mans to the Arabs (Rcland, PaieiHn. torn. i.

five hundred pieces of gold by the hands of p. 207. torn. ii. p. S35. d'Hcrbelot, Biblio-

the ambafladorof Omar. theque Orientaie, Coz/j, p.269. ///a, p. 420.).

'9 In the name of the city, the profane The epithet of ./i/ Cci//, the Holy, is u fed as

prevailed over the facred
;

j'eru/alcm was the proper name of Jeri;.^alem.

'2 " right
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" ri-ilit way ! We require of you to teftii\' that there is but one CHAP.
. . ' Ll

" God, and that Mahomet is his apoftle. If you refufe this, con- « ^. r

*' fent to pay tribute, and be under us forthwith. Othcrwife I fliall

" bring men againft you who love death better than you do the

" drinking of wine or eating hogs fl,;:ih. Nor will I ever ftir from
" you, if it pleafe God, till I have dcilroyed thofe that fight for

" you, and made flaves of your children." But the city was de-

fended on every fide by deep vallies and ftecp afcents ; fince tlie in-

vafion of Syria, the walls and towers had been anxiouily reflored •,

the bravefl: of the fugitives of Yermuk had flopped in the nearell

place of refuge ; and in the defence of the fepulchre of Chriil, t)ie

natives and ftrangers might feel fome fparks of the enthufiafm which

fo fiercely glowed in the bofoms of the Saracens. The fiege of Jc- .

rufalem lafted four months ; not a day was. loft without fome adlion

of fally or aiTault ; the military engines inceifantly played from the

ramparts ; and the inclemency of the winter was ftill more painful

and deftrudive to the Arabs. The Chriftians yielded at length to

the perfeverance of the befiegers. The patriarch Sophronius ap-

peared on the walls, and by the voice of an interpreter demanded

a conference. After a vain attem.pt to diiluade the lieutenant of the

caliph from his impious enterprife, he propofed, in the name of the

people, a fair capitulation, with this extraordinary claufe, that the

articles of fecurity ihould be ratified by the authority and prefence

of Omar himfelf. The queftion was debated in the council of Me-

dina ; the fan6lity of the place, and the advice of Ali, perfuaded the

caliph to gratify the wiflies of his foldiers and enemies, and the

fimplicity of his journey is more illuftrious than the royal pageants

of vanity and oppreiTion. The conqueror of Perfia and Syria was

mounted on a red camel, which carried, befides his perfon, a bag of

corn, a bag of dates, a wooden diih, and a leathern bottle of water.

Wherever he halted, the company, without diftinftion, was invited

Vol. V. t to
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C A p. to partake of his homely fare, and the repaft was confecrated by the

I
.

'

_j prayer and exhortation of the commander of the faithful". But in

this expedition or pilgrimage, his power was cxcrcifed in the admi-

niftration of juftice ; he reformed the Hcentious polygamy of the

Arabs, relieved the tributaries from extortion and cruelty, and chaf-

tifcd the luxury of the Saracens, by defpoiling them of their rich

filks, and dragging them on their faces in the dirt. When he came

within fight of Jerufalem, the caliph cried with a loud voice, " God
*' is viitorious. Lord give us an eafy conqucft ;" and, pitching

his tent of coarfe hair, calmly feated himfelf on the ground. After

figning the capitulation, he entered the city without fear or pre-

caution ; and courteoufly difcourfcd with the patriarch concerning

its religious antiquities ^'. Sophronius bovi'ed before his new mailer,

and fecretly muttered, in the words of Daniel, " The abomination of

" defolation is in the holy place "." At the hour of j)rayer, they

flood together in the church of the Refurredion; but the caliph refufed

to perform his devotions, and contented himfelf with praying on the

fteps of the church of Conftantine. To the patriarch he difclofed his

prudent and honourable motive. " Had I yielded," faid Omar, " to

" your requeft, the Moflems of a future age would have infringed

*' the treaty under colour of imitating my example." By his com-

mand, the ground of the temple of Solomon was prepared for the

*° The fingular journey and equipage of Ant. Jud. I. xi. c. i. 8. p. 547. 579— 582.).

Omar are defcribed (befides Ockley, vol. i. " To jSuiAtyjxa >;!^ jr,6i>iia -,
p. 2)0.) by Murtadi (Merveillesde I'Egypte, » wp^iiTu irwi f» ™ eyiy. Theophan.

p, 200—202.). Chronograph, p. 281. This prediflion, which
" The Arabs boaft of an old prophecy had already fcrved for Antiochus and the

prcferved at Jerufalem, and dcfcribing the Kom.-!ns, was again refitted for the prefent

name, the religion, anil the perfon of Omar, occafion, by the ceconomy of Sophronius,

the future conqueror. By fuch arts the Jews one of the deepell theologians of the Mono-
ire faid to have foothed the pride of their thelice controverfy.

foreign mailers, Cyrus and Alexander (Jofeph.

foundation
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foundation of a mofch "
j and, during a refidence of ten days, he

regulated the prefent and future ftate of his Syrian conquefts. Me-
dina might be jealous, left the caliph ihould be detained by the fanc-

tity of Jerufalem or the beauty of Damafcus ; her apprehenfions

were difpelled by his prompt and voluntary return to the tomb of

the apoftle '\

To atchleve what yet remained of the Syrian war, the caliph had Of Aleppo
- , and Antioch,
formed two feparate armies ; a cholen detachment, under Amrou A. D. 638.

and Yezld, was left In the camp of Paleftine ; while the larger dlvl-

fion, under the ftandard of Abu Obeidah and Caled, marched away

to the north agalnft Antioch and Aleppo. The latter of thefe, the

Berica of the Greeks, was not yet lUuftrious as the capital of a pro-

vince or a kingdom ; and the Inhabitants, by anticipating their fub-

miffion and pleading their poverty, obtained a moderate compofitlon

for their lives and religion. But the caftle of Aleppo ^\ diftind; from

the city, flood ere£l on a lofry artificial mound : the fides were

iharpened to a precipice, and faced with freeftonc ; and the breadth

of the ditch might be filled with water from the neighbouring

fprings. After the lofs of three thoufand men, the garrlfon was ftill

equal to the defence ; and Youkinna, their valiant and hereditary

*' According to the accurate furvey of found one among the Pocock MSS. of Ox-
d'Anville (Diflertation fur I'ancienne Jerufa- ford (vol. i. p. 257.), which he has ufed to

lem, 42—54-). the mofch of Omar, en- fupply the defedive narrative of Al Wakidi.
larged and embellilhed by fucceeding caliphs, "s The Perfian hiftorian of Timur (torn. iii.

covered the ground of the ancient temple 1. v. c. 21. p. 300.) defcribes the caille of
('. ry vxn ixTnL•, fays Phocas), Aleppo as founded on a rock one hundred
alengthof 215, a breadth of 172, /i//fj. The cubits in height, a proof, fays the French
Nubian geographer declare?, that this mag- tranflator, that he had never vifited the
nificent ftrudure was fecond only in fze and place. It is now in the midil of the eity, of
beauty to the great mofch of Cordova no ftrength, with a iingle gate, the circuit is

(p. 113.). whofe prefent ftate I.ir. Swinburne about 5 or 600 paces, and the ditch half full

has fo elegantly reprefented (Travels into of ftagnant water (Voyages de Tavernier.
Spain, p. 296— 302.). torn. i. p. 149. Pocock, vol. ii. part i. p. 150.),

'* Of the many Arabic tarikhs or chronicles The fortrefl'es of the Eaft are contemptible to

of Jerufdkm (d'Herbelot, p. S67.), Ockley an European eye.

t 2 chief,
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c II A P. chief, had murdered his brother, an holy monk, for daring to pro-

^ , ' nounce the name of peace. In a fiege of four or five months, the

hardefi: of the Syrian war, great numbers of the Saracens were killed

and wounded : their removal to the diftance of a mile could not fe-

duce the vigilance of Youkinna ; nor could the Chriftians be terri-

fied by the execution of three hundred captives, whom they be-

headed before the caftle wall. The filence, and at length the com-

plaints^ of Abu Obeidah informed the caliph that their hope and

patience were confumed at the foot of this impregnable fortrefs.

" I am varioully affeded," replied Omar, " by the diilerence of

" your fucccfs ; but I charge you by no means to raife the fiege of

*' the caftle. Your retreat would diminilh the reputation of our

" arms, and encourage the infidels to fall upon you on all fides.

" Remain before Aleppo till God fliall determine the event, and

" forage with your horfe round the adjacent country." The ex-

hortation of the commander of the faithful was fortified by a fupply

of volunteers from all the tribes of Arabia, who arrived in the

camp on horfes or camels. Among thefe was Dames, of a fervile

birth, but of gigantic fize and intrepid refohition. The forty-

feventh day of his fervice he propofed, with only thirty men, to

mfike an attempt on the caftle. The experience and teftimony of

Caled recommended his offer ; and Abu Obeidah admoniihed his

brethren not to defpife the bafer origin of Dames, fince he himfelf,

could he relinquiih the public care, would cheerfully ferve under the

banner of the flave. His defign was covered by the appearance of

a retreat ; and the camp of the Saracens was pitched about a league

from Aleppo. The thirty adventurers lay in ambufli at the foot of

the hill ; and Dames at length fucceeded in his enquiries, thoiigli he

was provoked by the ignorance of his Greek captives. " God curfe

i* thefe dogs," faid the illiterate Arab, " what a ftrange barbarous

" language they fpeak !" At the darkeft hour of the night, he

icaled
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fcaled "the moil acceffible height which he had dihgently furveyed, CHAP,
a place where the ftones were lefs entire, or the flope lefs perpendi- « A—

^

cular, or the guard lefs vigilant. Seven of the ftouteil Saracens

mounted on each others ihoulders, and the weight of the column

was fuftained on the broad and finewy back of the gigantic flave.

The foremoft in this painful afccnt could grafp and climb the lowefi;

part of the battlements : they filently ilabbed and caft down the fen-

tinels ; and the thirty brethren, repeating a pious ejaculation, "

*' apoftle of God, help and deliver us !" were lucceflively drawn up

by the long folds of their turbans. With bold and cautious foot-

fteps, Dames explored the palace of the governor, who celebrated, in

riotous merriment, the feftival of his deliverance. From thence,

returning to his companions, he aifaulted on the infide the entrance

of the caftle. They overpowered the guard, unbolted the gate, let

down the drawbridge, and defended the narroiv pais, till the arrival

of Caled, with the dawn of day, relieved their danger and aiTured

their conqueft. Youkinna, a formidable foe, became an aclive and

ufeful profelyte ; and the general of the Saracens exprefied his re-

gard for the moil humble merit, by detaining the army at Aleppo

till Dames was cured of his honourable wounds. The capital of

Syria was ftill covered by the caflle of Aazaz and the iron bridge

of the Orontes. After the lofs of thofe important pofts, and the de-

feat of the lail of the Roman armies, the luxury of Antioch"*^ trembled

and obeyed. Her fafety was ranfomed with three hundred thoufand

pieces of gold ; but the throne of the fucceilors of Alexander, the

'* The date of the conqueft of Antioch by Chrift 638 (Pagi Critica, in Baron. Annal.

the Arabs is of fome importance. By com- torn. ii. p. 812,813.). Al Wakidi (Ockley,

paring the years of the world in the chrono- vol. i. p. 314.) afligns that event to Tuef-

graphy of Theophanes with the years of the day, Auguil 21", an inconfillent date; fince

Hegira in the hiftory of Elmacin, we (hall Eafter fell that year on April 5''', the 21" of

determine, that it was taken between Janu- Auguft muft have been a Friday (fee the

aj-y 23• and September i" of the year of Tables of the Art de Verifier les Dates).

feat•
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^ ^1 r^
^' ^*^"^^ ^^ ^^^ Roman government in the Eafl•, which had been dc-

' /—» corated by Ccefar with the titles of free, and holy, and inviolate, war

degraded under the yoke of the caliphs to the fecondary rank of a

provincial town °'.

Flight of Jn the life of Heraclius, the glories of the Perfian war are clouded
Her.iclius,

_

'^

<\. D. 638. on either hand by the difgrace and weakncfs of his more early and

his later days. When the fuccelTors of Mahomet unflieathed the

fword of war and religion, he was aftonilhed at the boundlefs pro-

fpeft of toil and danger; his nature was indolent, nor could the in-

firm and frigid age of the emperor be kindled to a fecond effort.

The fenfe of ihame, and the importunities of the Syrians, prevented

his hafly de[)arture from the fcene of a£lion ; but the hero was no

more ; and the lofs of Damafcus and Jerufalem, the bloody fields of

Aiznadin and Yermuk, may be imputed in fome degree to the ab-

fence or mifconduit of the fovcreign. Inftead of defending the

fepulchre of Chrifl•, he involved the church and ftate in a metaphy-

fical controverfy for the unity of his will ; and \vhile Heraclius

crowned the offspring of his fecond nuptials, he was tamely ftripped

of the moil valuable part of their inheritance. In the cathedral of

Antioch, in the prefence of the biihops, at the foot of the crucifix,

he bewailed the fins of the prince and people ; but his confe/Tion

inftruited the world, that it was vain, and perhaps impious, to refift

the judgment of God. The Saracens were invincible in fafl, fince

they were invincible in opinion ; and the defertion of Youkinna, his

falfe repentance and repeated perfidy, might juftify the fufpicion of

the emperor, that he was encompaffcd by traitors and apoftates, who

confpired to betray his perfon and their country to the enemies of

" His bounteous edift, which tempted lela, in Chron. p. 91. edit Venet. We may

the grateful city to a/Tume the viilory of Phar- diftinguifh his authentic information of do-

falia for a perpetual rcra, is given =. AtTicyji» meftic fails from his grofs ignorarice of general

Tii ft>lTf07os, li,•» xai^ hlUOry,

tLfyacr, 7rfox«6»i(X£V7i ;{ mxx<iK%:• JQun Ma-

i6 Chria.
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Chrift. In the hour of adverfity, his fuperftition was agitated by ^ ^^ ^ P•

the omens and dreams of a falling crown ; and after bidding an v- -,— -^

eternal farevvel to Syria, he fecretly embarked with a few attendants,

and abfolved the faith of his fubjedls ''. Conftantine, his eldeft fen,

had been ilatloned with forty thoufand men at Csfarea, the civil me-

tropolis of the three provinces of Paleftine. But his private intereft

recalled him to the Byzantine court ; and, after the flight of his fa-

ther, he felt himfelf an unequal champion to the united force of the

caliph. His vanguard was boldly attacked by three hundred Arabs

and a thoufand black flaves, who, in the depth of winter, had

climbed the fnowy mountains of Libanus, and who were fpeedily

followed by the vi£torious fquadrons of Caled himfelf. From the

north and fouth the troops of Antioch and Jerufalem advanced along

the fea ihore, till their banners were joined under the walls of the

Phoenician cities : Tripoli and Tyre were betrayed ; and a fleet of End of the

fifty tranfports, which entered without diftruft the captive harbours,

brought a feafonable fupply of arms and provifions to the camp

of the Saracens. Their labours were terminated by the unexpected

furrender of Csefarea : the Roman prince had embarked in the

night *'
; and the defencelefs citizens foHcited their pardon with an

offering of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold. The remainder

of the province Ramlah, Ptolemais or Acre, Sichem or Neapolis,

Gaza, Afcalon, Berytus, Sidon, Gabala, Laodlcea, Apamea, Hiera-

polls, no longer prefumed to difpute the will of the conqueror ; and

" See Ockley (vol. i. p. 308. 312.). who times, I am guiJed by an authentic record (in

liughs at the credulity of his author. When the book ofceremoniesofConftantinePorphy-

Heraclius bade farevvel to Syria, Vale Syria rogenitus), which certifies that, June4, A. D.
et ultimum vale, he prophefied that the Ro- 638, the emperor crowned his younger fon

mans ihould never re-enter the province till Heradius in the prefence of his eldeit Con-
the birth of an inaufpicious child, the future ftantine, and in the palace of Conftantinople;

fcourge of the empire. Abulfeda, p. 68. I that January i, A. D. 639, the royal pro-

am perfeaiy ignorant of the myilic fenfe, or ceffion vilited the great church, and on the

nonfenfe, of this predidion. ^th ^f ihe fame month, the hippodrome.
'* In the loofeandobfcure chronology of the

Syria
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CHAP, Syria bowed under the fceptre of the caliphs feven hundred years

'
./

' after Pompey had defpoiled the lafl of the Macedonian kings '^

The con- The fiegcs and battles of fix campaigns had conllimed many thou-
qiierors of

uyria, fands of the Moflems. They died with the reputation and the
AD

633I.639. cheerfulnefs of martyrs ; and the fimplicity of their faith may be

expreiTcd in the ivords of an Arabian youth, when he embraced, for

the lait time, his filler and mother :
" It is not," faid he, " the de-

" licacies of Syria, or the fading delights of this world, that have

" prompted me to devote my life in tlie caufe of religion. But I

" feek the favour of God and his apoftle ; and I have heard, from

" one of the companions of the prophet, that the fpirits of the mar-

" tyrs will be lodged in the crops of green birds, who ihall tafte

" the fruits, and drink of the rivers, of paradife. Farewel, we iliall

*' meet again among the groves and fountains which God has pro-

" vided for his eledl." The faithful captives might exercife a paf-

five and more arduous refolution ; and a coufin of Mahomet is cele-

brated for rcfufing, after an abftinence of three days, the wine and

pork, the only nouriihment that was allowed by the malice of the

infidels. The frailty of fome v:eaker brethren exafperated the im-

placable fpirit of fanaticifm ; and the father of Amer deplored, in

pathetic ftrains, the apoftacy and damnation of a fon, who had re-

nounced the promifes of God, and the interceffion of the prophet, to

occupy, with the prieils and deacons, the loweft manfions of hell.

The more fortunate Arabs, who furvived the war and perfevered

in the faith, were reftrained by their abftemious leader from the

abufe of profperity. After a refreihment of three days, Abu Obei-

dah withdrew his troops from the pernicious contagion of the luxury

'° Sixty-five years before Chrill, Syria leucides were incapable of drawing a fword

Pontufque monumenta funt Cn. Pompeii vJr- in the defence of their patrimony (fee the

tutis (Veil. I'atcrcul. ii. 38.), rather of his original texts coUeiled by Uflier, Annal.

fortune and power: he adjudged Syria to be p. 420.).

a Roman province, and the laft of the Se-

of
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of Antioch, and afTured the caliph tliat then- religion and virliic ^ ^'^ ^ P-

could only be pi'cferved by the hard difcipline of poverty and labour, v-.-^,-

—

t

But the virtue of Omar, however rigorous to himfelf, was kind and

liberal to his brethren. After a juil tribute of praife and thankfgiving,

lie dropt a tear of compaffion ; and fitting down on the ground,

wrote an anfwer, in which he mildly cenfured the feverity of his

lieutenant :
" God," faid the fucceiTor of the prophet, " has not

*' forbidden the ufe of the good things of this \Vorld to faithful

*' men, and fuch as have performed good works. Therefore you
*' ought to have given them leave to reft themfelves, and partake

*• freely of thofe good things which the country aiFordcth . If any
** of the Saracens has no family in Arabia, they may marry in

*' Syria ; and whofoever of them wants any female flaves, he may
** purchafe as many as he hath occafioa for.'.' The conquerors pre-

pared to ufe, or to abufe, this gracious permiiTion ; but the year of

their triumph v/as marked by a mortality of men and cattle j and

twenty-five thoufand Saracens were fnatched away from the poflef-

fion of Syria. The death of Abu Obeidah might be lamented by

the Chriftians ; but his brethren recoUefted that he was one of the

ten e]e£t whom the prophet had named as the heirs of paradife *'.

Caled furvived his brethren about three years ; and the tomb of the

fword of God is iliewn in the neighbourhood of Emefa. His va-

lour, which founded in Arabia and Syria the empire of the caliphs,

was fortified by the opinion of a fpccial providence ; and as long as

he wore a cap, which had been bleifed by Mahomet, he deemed

himfelf invulnerable amidit the darts of the infidels.

s' Abulfeda, Annal. Moilem. p. 73. Ma- felf, it wouid be Omar; and that in a ge-

homet could artfully vary the pra-fes of his neral calamity, Omar would be excepted by
difciples. Of Omar he was accuftoraed to the divine julUce (Ockley, vol. i. p. 221.)•
fay, that if a prophet could arife after him-

VoL. V. u The
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^
'i T^

^ "^^^ place of the firft conquerors was fupplied by a new genera/-

» ——' tlon of their children and countrymen ; Syria became the feat and
Procrefs of _ . ,

the "Syrian lupport of the houfe of Ommiyah ; and the revenue, the foldiers,

A. J),
' the flaips of that powerful kingdom, were confecrated to enlarge on

^59—('SS- every fide the empire of the caliphs. But the Saracens defpife a

fuperfluity of fame ; and their hiftorians fcarccly condefcend to men-

tion the fubordinatc conquefts which are loft in the fplendour and

rapidity of their vidorious career. To the jjort/j of Syria, they

pafled mount Taurus, and reduced to their obedience the province

of ClHcla, with its capital Tarfus, the ancient monument of the Af-

fyrian kings. Beyond a fecond ridge of the fame mountains, they

fpread the flame of war, rather than the light of religion, as far as

the fliores of the Euxine and the neighbourhood of Conftantinople.

To the eq/l they advanced to the banks and fources of the Euphrates

and Tigris '^
: the long-difputed barrier of Rome and Perfia was

for ever confounded ; the walls of EdeiTa and Amida, of Dara and

Nifibis, which had refifted the arms and engines of Sapor or Nuibir-

van, were levelled in the duft ; and the holy city of Abgarus might

vainly produce the epiftle or the image of Chrift to an unbelieving

conqueror. To the we/iy the Syrian kingdom is bounded by the

fea : and the ruin of Aradus, a fmall ifland or peninfula on the coaft,

was poftponed during ten years. But the hills of Libanus abounded

in timber, the trade of Phoenicia was populous in mariners ; and a

fleet of feventeen hundred barks was equipped and manned by the

natives of the defert. The Imperial navy of the Romans fled bc-

** AlWakidi had likewife written an hif- 641 (AiTeman, Bibliot. Orient, torn. ii.

tory of the conqueft of Diarbekir, or Mefo- p. 103.); and the attentive may glean fome

potamia (Ockley, at the end of theil'' vol.)t doubtful information from the Chronograph/

which our interpreters do not appear to have of Thcophancs (p. 285—287.). Moft of the

feen. The Chronicle of Dionyfius of Tel- towns of Mefopotamia yielded by furrender

mar, the Jacobite patriarch, records the taking (Abulphaiag. p. 112.).

of Edefla A. D. 637, and of Cara A. D.

fore
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fore them from the Pamphyli^n rocks to the Hellefpont ; but the ^ a i>.

Ipirit of the emperor, a grandfon of Heraclius, had been fubdued ' -—'.

before the combat by a dream and a pun °'. The Saracens rode

mailers of the fea j and the iflands of Cyprus, Rhodes, and the

Cyclades, were fucceiTively expoled to their rapacious vifits. Three

hundred years before the Chriftian rera, the memorable though

fruitlefs fiege of Rhodes"' by Demetrius, had furniihed that maritime

republic with the materials and the fubjedl of a trophy. A gigantic

ftatue of Apollo or the fun, fcventy cubits in height, was erected at

the entrance of the harbour, a monument of the freedom and the

arts of Greece. After ftanding fifty-fix years, the coloflus of Rhodes

was overthrown by an earthquake : but the mafly trunk, and huge

fragments, lay fcattered eight centuries on the ground, and are often

defcribed as one of the wonders of the ancient world. They were

collected by the diligence of the Saracens, and fold to a Jewiih mer-

chant of Edefla, who is faid to have laden nine hundred camels with

the weight of the brafs metal : an enormous weight, though we

ihould include the hundred coloifal figures'', and the three thou-

fand ftataes, which adorned the profperity of the city of the fun.

II. The conqueft of Egypt may be explained by the character of Egypt,

the vidorious Saracen, one of the firft of his nation, in an age when and life of

the meaneft of the brethren was exalted above his nature by the

" He dreamt that he was at ThefTalonica, fame diligence on tlie two larger iflands of
an harmlefs and unmeaning vifion ; but his Crete and Cyprus. See in the iii'' vol. of his

foothfayer, or his cowardice, underftood the works, xhe Rhodus of Meurfius (I. i. c. ir.

fure omen ofa defeat concealed in thatinaufpi- p. 715—719•)• The Byzantine writers, Theo
cious word 6;,-^ «ixii», Give to another the phanes and Conftantine, have, ignorartly

vidory (Theophan. p. 286. Zonaras, tom.ii. prolonged the term to 1360 years, and ridi-

1. xiv. p. 88.).• culoufly divide the weight among 30,000 ca-
s* Every paflage and every fait that re- mels.

lates to the ifle, the city, and the colofTus »5 Centum coIoCi alium nobilitaturi la-

ef Rhodes, are compiled in the laborious cum, fays Pliny, with his ufual fpirit. Hift.

ueatife of Meurfius, who has bellowed the Natur. xxxiv. 18.

U u 2 fpirit

Ainrou.
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C II A P. fpiiit of enthufiafm. The birth of Ainrou was at once bafe and if-

v_ -. ^ liiftiious : his mother, a notorious proflitute, was unable to decide

among five of the Korelfh ; but the proof of refemblance adjudged

the child to Aaii the oldeft of her lovers **. The youth of Amrou
was impelled by the paifions and prejudices of his kindretl : his

poetic genius was exerclfed in fatirical verfes againft the pcrfon and

doftrine of Mahomet ; his dexterity was employed by the reigning

fadion to purfue the religious exiles who had taken refuge in the

court of the ^Ethiopian king". Yet he returned from this embaify,

a fecret profelyte ; his reafon or his intereft determined him to re-

nounce the worihip of idols ; he efcaped from Mecca with his friend

Caled, and the prophet of Medina enjoyed at the fame moment the

fatisfadlion of embracing the two firmed champions of his caufc.

The impatience of Amrou to lead the armies of the faithful, was

checked by the reproof of Omar, who advifed him not to feek power

and dominion, fince he who is a fubjedt to-day, may be a prince

tomorrow. Yet his merit was not overlooked by the two firft fuc-

ceflbrs of Mahomet ; they were indebted to his arms for the con-

queft of Paleftinc ; and in all the battles and fieges of Syria, he

united with the temper of a chief, the valour of an adventurous-

foldier. In a vifit to Medina, the caliph expreiled a wifh to furvey

the fword which had cut down fo many Chriflian warriors : the foil

of Aafi unfheathed a ihort and ordinary fcymetar ; and as he per-

ceived the furprife of Omar, " Alas," faid the modeft Saracen, " the

*' fword itfelf, vithout the arm of its raafter, is neither fliarper

*' nor more weighty than the fv;ord of Pharezdak the poet"." After

«* We learn this anecdote from a fpirited &c. who quotes the Abyfllnian hiftory, or ro•

•Id woman, who reviled to their faces the mance, of Abdel Balcides. Yet the faft of

caliph and his friend. She was encouraged the embafly and ambaflador may be allowed,

by the filence of Ararou and the liberality *' This faying is prcferved by Pocock (Not.

*f Moawiyah (Abulfeda, Annal. Moflem. ad Carmen Tograi, p. 184.), andjuiilyap-

p. III.). plauded by Mr. Harris (i>4ti]ofapiii ial . A»•

*' Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, torn. ii. p. 46, ung^m i ntr., p• 35°•)•

the
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the conqueil of Egypt, he was recalled by the jealoufy of the caliph CHAP.
Othman ; but in the iubfequent troubles, the ambition of a foldler, \ L.^

a ftatefman, and an orator, emerged from a private ftation. His

powerful fupport, both in council and in the field, eftabliihed the

throne of the Ommiades ; the adminiftration and revenue of Egypt

were reftored by the gratitude of Moawiyah to a faithful friend who

had raifed himfelf above the rank of a fubjeit; and Amrou ended

his days in the palace and city which he had founded on the banks

of the Nile. His dying fpeech to his children is celebrated by the

Arabians as a model of eloquence and wifdom : he deplored the

errors of his youth ; but if the penitent was ilill infedled by the

vanity of a poet, he might exaggerate the venom and mifchief of

his impious compofitions ''.

. From his camp, in Paleftine, Amrou had furprifed or anticipated Invafion of

the caliph's leave for the invafion of Egypt '°°. The magnanimous a.'d. 638,

Omar trufted in his God and his fword, which had ihaken the

thrones of Chofroes and Ca^far : but when he compared the flender

force of the Moflems with the greatnefs of the enterprife, he con-

demned his own rafhnefs, and liftened to his timid companions.

The pride and the greatnefs of Pharaoh were familiar to the readers

of the Koran ; and a tenfold repetition of prodigies had been

fcarcely fufficient to effect, not the victory, but the flight, of fix

hundred thoufand of the children of Ifrael : the cities of Egypt

" For the life and cliarafter of Amrou, tion, than in the charafters, of the men.

fee Ockley (Hift. of the Saracens, vol. i, '^° Al Wakidi had likevvife compofed a

p. 28. 63. 94. 328. 342. 344. and to tlie feparate hifiory of the conqueil of Egypt,

end of the volume; vol. ii. p. 51. 55. which Mr. Ockley could never procure ; and

57. 74. no— 112. i6z.) and Otter (Mem. his own enquiries (vol. i. p. 344—362.) have

de I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn. xxi. added very little to the original text of Euty-

p. 131, 152.). The readers of Tacitus chius (Annal. torn. ii. p. 296—323. verf.

may aptly compare Vefpafian and Mu- Pocock), the Melchite patriarch of Alexan-

cianus, with Moawiyah and Amrou. Yet dria, who lived three hundred years after the

ihe fefemblance is ftlil more in the Ctua- revolution,

1

1

were
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P• were many and populous ; their architcdlure was ilrong and folid ;

the Nile, with its numerous branches, was alone an infuperable

barrier ; and the granary of the Imperial city would be obftinately

defended by the Roman powers. In this perplexity, the com-

mander of the faithful refigncd himfclf to the decifion of chance,

or, in his opinion, of pro\'idence. At the head of only four thou-

fand Arabs, the intrepid Amrou had marched away from his ilation

of Gaza when he was overtaken by the mcifenger of Omar. " If

" you are ftill in Syria," faid the ambiguous mandate, " retreat

" without delay ; but if, at the receipt of this epiftlc, you have al-

" ready reached the frontiers of Egypt, advance with confidence,

** and depend on the fuccour of God and of your brethren." The

experience, perhaps the fecret intelligence, of Amrou had taught

him to fufpedl the mutability of courts ; and he continued his march

till his tents were unqueRionably pitched on Egyptian ground. He
there aflembled his officers, broke the feal, perufed the epiftle, gravely

enquired the name and fituation of the place, and declared his ready

obedience to the commands of the caliph. After a fiege of thirty

days, he took poffeffion of Farmah or Pelufium ; and that key of

Egypt, as it has been juilly named, unlocked the entrance of the

country, as i;ir as the ruins of Heliopolis and the neighbourhood of

the modern Cairo.

The cities of On the weftern fide of the Nile, at a fmall diftance to the eaft

Babylon/and of the pyramids, at a fmall diftance to the fouth of the Delta, Mem-

phis, one hundred and fifty furlongs in circumference, difplayed

the magnificence of ancient kings. Under the reign of the Ptole-

mies and Ca:fars, the feat of government was removed to the fea-

coaft ; the ancient capital was eclipfed by the arts and opulence of

Alexandria ; the palaces, and at length the temples, were reduced

I to
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to a defolate and ruinous condition : yet, in the age of Auguilus, CHAP.
and even in that of Conftantine, Memphis .was ilill numbered ' A—*
among the greateft and moft populous of the provincial cities "",

The banks of the Nile, in this place of the breadth of three thou-

fand feet, vv^ere united by tw^o bridges of fixty and of thirty boat?,

connedled in the middle ftream by the fmall illand of Rouda, which

was covered with gardens and habitations '°\ The eaftern extre-

mity of the bridge was terminated by the town of Babylon and the

camp of a Roman legion, which protefted the paflagc of the river

and the fecond capital of Egypt. This important fortrefs, which

might fairly be defcribed as a part of Memphis or Mifrah^ was in-

verted by the arms of the lieutenant of Omar : a reinforcement of

four thoufand Saracens foon arrived in his camp ; and the military

engines, which battered the walls, may be imputed to the art and la-

bour of his Syrian allies. Yet the fiege was protraded to {^^^,

months ; and the raih invaders were encompafled and threatened

by the inundation of the Nile '°\ Their laft afiault was bold and

fuccefsful : they pafled the ditch, which had been foi-tified with iron

i]iikes, applied their fcaling-ladders, entered the fortrefs with the ihoui

of " God is vlftorious 1" and drove the remnant of the Greeks to

'°' Strabo, an accurate and attentive fpec- Nile, are only to te found in the Daniiii

tator, obferves of Heliopolis m» ow sri traveller and the Nubian geographer (p 98.).

watifvi^ofirnXu- [Geograph. l.xvii. p. 1 158.) ; '"' From the month of April, the Nile

but of Memphis, he declares, <•<)7 begins imperceptibly to rife: the fwell be-

Ts « £»|:(£|»5(» (p. ii6i.); comes ilrong and vifible in the moon after

he notices, however, the mixture of inhabit- the fummer folllice (Plin. Hift. Nat. v. 10.),

ants, and the rain of the palaces. In the and is ufually proclaimed at Cairo on St.

proper Egypt, Ammianus enumerates Mem- Peter's day (June 29.). A regiffer of thirty

phis among the four cities, maximis urbibus fucceffive years marks the greateft height of
quibus provincia nitet (xxii. 16.); and the the waters between July 2; and Auguft 18

name of Memphis appears with diilindtion in (Maillet, Defcription de I'Egypt, lettre xi.

the Roman Itinerary and epifcopal lifts. p. 6y, Sec. Pocock's Defcription of the Eaft,

'"' Thefe rare and curious fads, the vol. i. p. 20c. Shaw's Travels, p. 383.)•

breadth (2946 feet) and the bridge of the

their
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CHAP, tiieir boats and the ifle of Rouda. The fpot was afterwards recom-

V. ,- _• mended to the conqueror by the eafy communication with the gulf

and the pcnlnl'ula of Arabia : the remains of Memphis were deferted:

the tents of the Arabs were converted into permanent habitations

;

and the firfl mofch was bleffcd by the prefence of fourfcore compa-

nions of Mahomet '^*. A new city arofc' in their camp on the eaft-

ward bank of the Nile ; and the contiguous quarters of Babylon and

Foftat are confounded in their prefent decay by the appellation of

old Mifrah or Cairo, of which they form an extenfive fuburb. But

the name of Cairo, the town of vidory, more ftridly belongs to

the modern capital, which was founded in the tenth century by the

Fatimite caliphs '°'. It has gradually receded from the river, but

the continuity of buildings may be traced by an attentive eye from

,r 1 . the monuments of Sefoftris to thofe of Saladin '"*.

\Oluntary
fubm^dion of Yet the Arabs, after a glorious and profitable enterprife, mail have

Jacobites. ,
retreated to the defert, had they not found a powerful alliance in the

'
'^ ' heart of the country. The rapid conquefl: of Alexander was afliiled

by the fuperftition and revolt of the natives : they abhorred their

Perfian oppreifors, the difciples of the Magi, who had burnt the

temples of Egypt, and feafted with facrilegious appetite on the fleih

of the god Apis '°'. After a period of ten centuries the fame revo-

lution

" Murtadi, Men'ellles de I'Egypte, p. 243 (ions du Levant, torn. vi. p. 5, 6. Shaw't

—259. He expatiates on the fubjedl with Obfervations and Travels, p. 296—304.).

the zeal and minutenefs of a citizen and a Yet we may not difregard the authority or

bigot, and his local traditions have a ftrong the arguments of Pocock (•1. i. p. 25—41.),

air of truth and accuracy. Nieubuhr (Voyage, torn. i. 77

—

10.), and,
'"s D'Herbclot, Biblictheque Orientale, above all, of d'Anville (Defcription de

p. 233. I'Egypte, p. 1 1 1, 1 12. 130— 149.), who have
»"' The pofition of New and of Old Cairo removed Memphis towards the village of Mo-

is well known, and has been often defcribed. hannah, fomc miles farther to the fouth.

Two writers, who were intim'ately acquaint- their heat, the difputants have forgot that

ed with ancient and modern Egypt, have the ample fpace of a metropolis covers and

fixed, after a learned enquiry, the city of annihilates the far gre.^tcr part of the con-

Memphis at Gizeh, direilly oppofite the Old troverfy.

Cairo (uicard, Nouveaux Memoircsdes Mif- "" See Herodotus, I. iii. c. 27, 28, 29.

itliaH.
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lutlon was renewed by a fimllar caufe ; and in the fuppoit of an in-

comprehenfible creed, the zeal of the Coptic Chriftlans was equally-

ardent. I have already explained the origin and progrefs of the

Monophyfite controverfy, and the perfecutlon of the emperors, which

converted a fed into a nation, and alienated Egypt from their religion

and government. The Saracens were received as the deliverers of the

Jacobite church ; and a fecret and effedlual treaty was opened during

the fiege ofMemphis betv^een a vidorious army and a people of flaves.

A rich and noble Egyptian, of the name of Mokawkas, had dilTem-

bled his faith to obtain the admlniilration of his province : in the

diforders of the Perfian war he afpired to independence: the embaily

of Mahomet ranked him among princes ; but he declined, with rich

gifts and ambiguous compliments, the propofal of a new religion '°^

The abufe of his trufl expofed him to the refentment of Heracllus

;

his fubmifllon w'ai delayed by arrogance and fear; and his confcience

was prompted by intereft to throw himfelf on the favour of the

nation and the fupport of the Saracens. In his firft conference with

Amrou, he heard without indignation the ufual option of the Koran,

the tribute or the fword. " The Greeks," replied Mokawkas,

*' are determined to abide the determination of the fv/ord ; but

•^' with the Greeks I defire-no communion, either In this world or

'" in the next, and I abjure for ever the Byzantine tyrant, his fynod

*' of Chalcedon, and his Melchite ilavss. For myfelf and my
*' brethren, we are refolved to live and die in the profeffion of

" the gofpel and unity of Chrill. It is Impoflible for us to embrace

^ilian. Hift. Var. 1. iv. c. 8. Suidas in -, with an horfe, a mule, and an afs, diftin-

lom.ii. p.774. Diodor. Sicul. tom.ii. l.xvii. guiihed by their refpeftive qualifications,

p. 197. edit. Wefieling. Ti> nsfynnio-EpjiitoTki» The embafiy of Mahomet was difpatched

f.c lEfot, fays tlie laft of thefe hiftorians. from Medina in the feventh year of the He-
'"* Molcawkas fent the prophet two Coptic gira (A. D. 6zS). See Gagnier (Vie de

damfels, with two maids, and one eunuch, Mahomet, tom.ii. p. 255, 256. 303.), from

an alabafter vafe, an ingot of pure gold, oil, Al Jannabi,

honey, and the fineft white linen of Egypt,

Vol. V. X « the
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C A P. <( ti^e revelations of your prophet ; but we are defirous of peace,

V —

.

> " and cheerfully fubmit to pay tribute and obedience to his tem-

" poral fucceflbrs." The tribute was afcertained at two pieces of

gold for the head of every Chriftian ; but old men, monks, women,

and children, of both fexes, under fixteen years of age, were ex-

empted from this pcrfonal aiTeiTment : the Copts above and below

Memphis fwore allegiance to the caliph, and promifed an hofpitable

entertainment of three days to every Mufulman who iliould travel

through their country. By this charter of fccurity, the ecclcfiaftical

and civil tyranny of the Melchites was deftroyed '""
: the anathemas

of St. Cyril were thundered from every pulpit j and the facred edi-

fices, with the patrimony of the church, were reilored to the na-

tional communion of the Jacobites, who enjoyed without modera-

tion the moment of triumph and revenge. At the preifing fum-

mons of Amrou, their patriarch Benjamin emerged from his defert;

and, after the firil interview, the courteous Arab afteded to declare,

that he had never converfed with a Chriftian prieft of more innocent

manners and a more venerable afpedt "°. In the march from

Memphis to Alexandria the lieutenant of Omar entrufted his fafety

to the zeal and gratitude of the Egyptians : the roads and bridges

were diligently repaired ; and in every ftep of his progrefs, he could

depend on a conftant fupply of provifions and intelligence. The

Greeks of Egypt, whofe numbers could fcarcely equal a tenth of the

natives, were overwhelmed by the univerfal defedion ; they had

'°' The pra-fcflure of Egypt, and the con- venue, and of converting Omar by his mar-

duft of the war, had been truftcd by Hera- riage with the emperor's daughter (Niccphor.

clius to the patriarch Cyrus (Theophan. Breviar. p. 17, i8.).

p. 280, 281.)• " In Spain," faidjamesll. "o See the life of Benjamin, in Renaudot
*' do you not confult your priefts?" " We (Hift. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 156— 172.).

" do," replied the Catholic ambaflador, who has enriched the conqueft of Egypt with

" and our affairs fucceed accordingly." I fome fails from the Arabic text of Severus

know not how to relate the plans of Cyrus, the Jacobite hiftorian.

of paying tribute without impairing the rc-

2 eve»
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ever been hated, they were no longer feared : the magiftrate fled

from his tribunal, the bifliop from his altar j and the diftant garrl-

fons were furprifed or ilarved by the furrounding multitudes. Had
not the Nile afforded a fafe and ready conveyance to the fea, not

an individual could have efcaped, who by birth, or language, or

office, 01• religion, was conneded with their odious name.

By the retreat of the Greeks from the provinces of Upper Egypt, Siege and

a confiderable force was colledled in the ifland of Delta : the natural Alexandria.

and ardficial channels of the Nile afforded a fucceffion of itrong and

defeniiole pofts ; and the road to Alexandria was laborioufly cleared

by the vidory of the Saracens in two and twenty days of general

or partial combat. In their annals of conqueft, the fiege of Alex-

andria '"
is perhaps the moil arduous and important enterprife.

The firft trading city in the world was abundantly repleniilied with

the means of fubfiftence and defence. Her numerous inhabitants

fought for the deareft of human rights, religion and property; and

the enmity of the natives feemed to exclude them from the com-
mon benefit of peace and toleration. The fea was continually open ;

and if Heraclius had been awake to the public diftrefs, freih armies

of Romans and Barbarians might have been poured into the har-

bour to fave the fecond capital of the empire. A circumference of

ten miles would have fcattered the forces of the Greeks, and fa-

voured the ftratagems of an aitive enemy ; but the two fides of an

oblong fquare were covered by the fea and the lake Marjeotis, and

each of the narrow ends expofed a front of no more than ten fur-

longs. The efforts of the Arabs were not inadequate to the diffi-

culty of the attempt and the value of the prize. From the throne

'" The local defcription of Alexandria is parti, p. 381— 395.), Pocock (vol.i. p. 2—
perfeaiy afcertained by the mailer hand of 13.), and Niebuhr (Voyage en Arabia,
the firft of geographers (d'Anville, Memoire torn. i. p. 34-43.). Of the two modern
furl'Egypte, p. 52— 63.); but we may bor- rivals, Savary and Volney, the one may
TOW the eyes of the modern travellers, more amufe, the other will inltrud.
efpecially of Thevenot (Voyage flu Levant,

X X 2 of
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c A p. of Medina, the eyes of Omar were fixed on the camp and city :

« „ —/ his voice excited to arms the Arabian tribes and the veterans of

Syria; and the merit of an holy war was recommended by the pe-

culiar fame and fertility of Egypt. Anxious for the ruin or expul-

fion of their tyrants, the faithful natives devoted their labours to the

fervice of Amrou j fome fparks of martial fpirit were perhaps re-

kindled by tlie example of their allies ; and the fanguine hopes of

Mokawkas had fixed his fcpulchre in the church of St. John of

Alexandria. Eutychius the patriarch obferves, that the Saracens

fought with the courage of lions ; they repulfcd the frequent and

almoft daily fallies of the befieged, and foon ailaulted in their turn

the walls and towers of the city. In every attack, the fword, the

banner of Amrou, glittered in the van of the Moflems. On a me-

morable day, he was betrayed by his imprudent valour : his fol-

lowers who had entered the citadel were driven back ; and the ge-

neral, with a friend and a flave, remained a prlfoner in the hands of

the Chriftians. AVhen Amrou was conduced before the pra^feil, he

remembered his dignity and forgot his fituation ; a lofty demeanour,

and refolute language, revealed the lieutenant of the caliph, and the

battle-axe of a foldier was already railed to ilrike off the head of the.

audacious captive. Kls life was faved by the readinefs of his flave,.

who inftantly gave his mailer a blow on the f^ice, and commanded

him, with an angry tone, to be filent in the prefence of his fuperiors,-

The credulous Greek was decei'ed ; he liftened to the offer of a

treaty, and his prifoners were difmiffed in the hope of a more re-

fpcclable embaffy, till the joyful acclamations of the camp announced

the return of their general, and infulted the folly of the infidels. At

length, after a fiege of fourteen months "'', and the lofs of three and

twenty
"* Bpt>i Eutychius (Annal. tom.ii p. 319.) of the new moon of Moharram of the twen-

and Eimacin {Hill. Saracen, p. 28.) concur tieth year of the Hegira (December 22, A. D.
ia fixing the taking of Alexandria to frid.iy 640). in reckoning badiv/ards fourteco

months
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twenty thoufatad men, the Saracens prevailed : the Greeks embarked CHAP,
^jdr difpirited and dimhiifhed numbers, and the ftandard of Ma- > -.- ._r

hornet was planted on the walls of the capital of Egypt. " I have

" taken," faid Amrou to the caliph, " the great city of the Weft.

" It is impoillble for me to enumerate the variety of its riches and

" beauty ; and I ihall content myfelf with obferving, that it con-

" tains four thouiand palaces, four thoufand baths, four himdred

" theatres or places of amufement, twelve thoufand ihops for the

" fale of vegetable food, and forty thoufand tributary Jews. The
" town has been fubdued by force of arms, without treaty or capi-

" tulation, and the Moflems are impatient to feize the fruits of their

" vidlory "\" The commander of the faithful rejeiSted with firm-

nefs the idea of pillage, and direiled his lieutenant to referve the

wealth and revenue of Alexandria for the public fervice and the

propagation of the faith : the inhabitants were numbered ; a tribute

was impofed ; the zeal and refentment of the Jacobites were curbed,,

and the Melcliites who fubmltted to the Arabian yoke, were in-

dulged in the obfcure but tranquil exercife of their worihip. The

intelligence of this difgraceful and calamitous event afflidted the de-

clining health of the emperor; and Heraclius died of a dropfy aboui

feven weeks after the lofs of Alexandria ""*. Under the minority of

his grandfon, the clamours of a people, deprived of their daily fuf-

tenance, compelled the Byzantine court to undertake the recoverA-

of the capital of Egypt. In the fpace of four years, the harbour

months fpent before Alexandria, feven months "^ Eutych. Anna], torn. ii. p. 31. ?ig.
before Babylon, &c. Amrou might have in- "* Notwithll.incling fome inconiiftencies

vaded Egypt about the end of the year 638: of Theophanes and Cedrenus, the accuracy
but we are affured, that he entered the coun- of Pagi (Critica, torn. ii. p. 824.) has cx-
try the 12''' of Bayni, o"'•• of June (iMurtadi, trafled from Nicephorus and the Chronicon
Merveilles de I'Egypte, p. 164. Severus, apud Grientale the true date of the death of He-
Renaudot, p. 162.). The Saracen, and after- radius, February 1

i^h, A.D.641, fifty days
wards Lewis IX. of France, halted at Pelu- after the lofs of Alexandria. fourth of
lium, or Damietta, during the ftafon of the that time was ibilcient to convey the intclli-

inundatioii of the Nile. fence,

find:
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^
\i^

^" ^^^ fortifications of Alexandria Avere twice occupied by a fleet and

i w ' army of Romans. They were twice expelled by the valour of

Amrou, who was recalled by the domeftic peril from the diftant wars

of Tripoli and Nubia. But the facility of the attempt, the repeti-

tion of the infult, and the obftinacy of the refiftanee, provoked him

to fwear, that if a third time he drove the infidels into the fea, he

would render Alexandria as acceflible on all fides as the houfe of a

proftitute. Faithful to his promife, he difmantled feveral parts of

the walls and towers, but the people was fpared in the chaftifement

of the city, and the mofch of Mercy was erected on the fpot where

the vidorious general had flopped the fury of his troops.

The Aiexan- I iliould deceive the expedlation of the reader, if I paiTed in filence

the fate of the Alexandrian library, as it is defcribcd by the learned

Abulpharagius. The fpirit of Amrou was more curious and liberal

than that of his brethren, and in his leifure hours, the Arabian chief

WMS plcafed with the converfation of John, the lail difciple of Am-
monius, and who derived the lurname of Ph'ilopouus^ from his labo-

rious ftudies of grammar and philofophy"^ Emboldened by this

familiar intercourfc, Philoponus prefumed to folicit a gift, inefti-

mable in his opinion, contemptible in that of the Barbarians ; the

royal library, which alone, among the fpoils of Alexandria, had

not been appropriated by the vifit and the feal of the conqueror.

Amrou was inclined to gratify the wiih of the grammarian, but his

rigid integrity rcfuled to alienate the minuteft objcit without the

confent of the caliph; and the well-known anluer of Omar was iu-

fpired by the ignorance of a fanatic. " If thcfe writings of the

"5 Many treatifes of this lover of labour as May lo'*", A. D. 617 (Fabric. Bibliot.

(ftXo-TTcr.f) are ftill extant ; but for readers of Gric. torn. ix. p• 458—468.). A modern

the prefent age, the printed and unpubliihed (John Le Cierc), who fometimes afliimed the

are nearly in the fame predicament. Mofes fame name, was equal to old Philoponus in

and Ariilotle are the chief objefis of his verbofe diligence, and far fuperior in good fenfe and

tommentaries, one of which is dated as early real knowledge.

" Greeks
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" Greeks agree with the book of God, they are ufelefs and need chap.
" not be preferred : if they difagree, they are pernicious and ought ' «—

'

" to be deilroyed." The fentence was executed with blind obe-

dience : the volumes of paper or parchment \vere diftributed to the

four thoufand baths of the city ; and fuch was their incredible mul-

titude, that fix months were barely fufficient for the confumption of

this precious fuel. Since the Dynafties of Abulpharagius"^ have been

given to the vorld in a Latin verfion, the tale has been repeatedly

tranfcribed ; and every fcholar, with pious indignation, has deplored

the irreparable iliipwreck of the learning, the arts, and the genius,

of antiquity. For my own part, I am ftrongly tempted to deny both

the fail and the confequences. The fad is indeed marvellous; " Read

" and wonder!" fays the hiftorian himfelf : and the folitary report of

a ftranger who wrote at the end of fix hundred years on the con-

fines of Media, is overbalanced by the filence of two annalifts of a

more early date, both Chriilians, both natives of Egypt, and the

moft ancient of whom, the patriarch Eutychius, has amply defcribed

the conqneft of Alexandria'". The rigid fentence of Omar is re-

pugnant to the found and orthodox precept of the Mahometan ca-

fuifts : they exprefsly declare, that the religious books of the Jews
and Chriftians, \vhich are acquired by the right of war, ihould never

be committed to the flames ; and that the works of profane fcience,

hiftorians or poets, phyficians or philofophers, may be lawfully

applied to the ufe of the faithful "\ A more deflrudive zeal

"* Abulpharag. Dynaft. p. 114, verf. Po- Saracenic hiftory of Elmacin. The filence

cock. Audi quid faaum fit et mirare. It of Abulfeda, Murtadi, and a crowd of Mof-
would be endlefs to enumerate the moderns lems, is lefs conclufive from their ignorance
who have wondered and believed, but I may of Chriilian literature.

diftinguilh with honour the rational fcepti- "s See Reland, de Jure Militari Moham-
cifm of Renaudot (Hill:. Alex. Patriarch, medanorum, in his iiiJ volume of Diflerta-

p. 170.): hiftoria....habet aliquid »:.« ut tions, p. 37. The reafon for not burning
Arabibus familiare eft. the religious books of the Jews or Chriilians,
"' This curious anecdote will be vainly is derived from the refpcd that is due to the

fought in the annals of Eutychius, and the fhir/ie of God.

may
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CHAP, may perhaps be attributed to the firft fucceiTors of Mahomet
; yet

»-

—

^^^^-^ tHls inftuiicc, the conflagration would have fpeedily expired in the

deficiency of materials. I fliall not recapitulate the difaiters of the

Alexandrian library, the involuntary flame that was kindled by

Csefar in his own defence '", or the mifchievous bigotry of the Chrif-

tians who ftudied to deilroy the monuments of idolatry"'. But if

we gradually defcend from the age of the Antonines to that of

Theodofius, we ihall learn from a chain of contemporary witnefl'es,

that the royal palace and the temple of Serapis, no longer contained

the four, or the fevcn, hundred thoufand volumes, which had been

afl!embled by the curiofity and magnificence of the Ptolemies '".

Perhaps the church and feat of the patriarchs might be enriched with

a repofitory of books ; but if the ponderous mafs of Arian and Mo-
nophyfite controverfy were indeed confumcd in the public baths '",

a philofopher may allow, with a fmile, that it was ultimately devoted

to the benefit of mankind. I fincerely regret the more valuable

libraries which have been involved in the ruin of the Roman empire j

but when I ferioufly compute the lapfe of ages, the wafte of ignorance,

and the calamities of war, our treafures, rather than our lofles, are

the objed: of my furprife. Many curious and intcreiling fa£ts are

buried in oblivion ; the three great hiftorians of Rome have been

tranfmitted to our hands in a mutilated ftate, and we are deprived

"' Confult the colleftions of Freniheim Amtnianus Marcellinus (xxii. i6.), and Oro-

(Supplcment. Livian. c. iz. 43.) and Uiher iius (1, vi. c. 1 5.). They all fpeak in the/a/f
^*• (Anna), p. 469.)• Li\y himleif had ftyled tenfe, and the words of Ammlanus are re-

the Alexandrian library, elegantix regum niarkably ilrong : fueruot Bibliothec.x innu-

cuiaeque cgregium opus; a liberal encomium, mcrabiles ; et loquitur monumentoruni vete-

for which he is pertly criticifed by the narrow rum concinens fides, Arc.

fioicifm of Seneca (Dc Tranquillitate Animi, '*- Renaudot anfwers for verfions of the

c. 9.), whofe wifdom, on this occafion, de- Biblc,Hexapla,C<2/intfi'a/r«//i, Commentaries,

viates into nonfenie. tVc. (p. 170.)• Our Alexandrian MS. if it came
'" See this Hillory, vol. iii. p. 85. quarto from Kgypt, and not from Conftantinople, or

edition. mount Athos (Wetftein, Prolcgom. ad N. T.
'*' Aulus Gellius (Noftes Aiticx, vi. 17.), p. 8, &c.), might /e^i/y be among ihem.

10 of
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of many pleafing compofitions of the lyric, iambic, and dramatic chap.
poetry of the Greeks. Yet we ihould gratefully remember, that the '. . -j

mifchances of time and accident have fpared the claflic works to

which the fuffrage of antiquity'" had adjudged the firft place of

genius and glory : the teachers of ancient knoAvledge, who are ftill

extant, had perufed and compared the writings of their predecef-

fors "*
; nor can it fairly be prefumed that any important truth, any

ufeful difcovery in art or nature, has been fnatched away from the

curiofity of modern ages.

In the adminlftration of Egypt "\ Amrou balanced the de- AJmlninra.

mands of juilice and policy ; the intereft of the people of the law, Egypt.

•who were defended by God ; and of the people of the alliance, who
were protected by man. In the recent tumult of conqueft and de-

liverance, the tongue of the Copts and the fword of the Arabs were

moil adverfe to the tranquillity of the province. To the former,

Amrou declared, that fadion and falfchood would be doubly cha-

ftifed ; by the puniihmenc of the accufers, whom he ihould deteft as

his perfonal enemies, and by the promotion of their innocent bre-

riiren, whom their envy had laboured to injure and fupplant. He
excited the latter by the motives of religion and honour to fuflain the

dignity of their charadler, to endear themfeives by a modeft and

temperate condud; to God and the caliph, to fpare and protedl a

people who had trufted to their faith, and to content themfeives with

"' I have often perufed with pleafure a tempt of the Greeks iot Barbaric fcience,

chapter cfQuintilian (Iniiitut. Orator, x. i.), would fcarcely admit the Indian or ^thiopic
in which that judicious critic enumerates books into the library of Alexandria ; nor is

and appreciates the feriis of Greek and Latin it proved that philofophy has fullained any
cls'Tics. real lofs from their exclufion.

"* Such as Galen, Pliny, Ariilotle, &c. "5 This curious and authentic intelligence

On this fcbjea Wotton (Refl^aions on an- of Murtadi (p. 284—289.) has not been dif-

cient and modern Learning, p. 85—95.) covered cither by Mr. Ockley, or by the

argues,with foiid fen:e,agp.inft the live.'yexotic fdf-fuificient compilers of the Modern Uni-
fancies of Sir William Temple. The con- verfal Ilillory,

Vol. V. y the
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e li p. tljg legitimate and fplendid rewards of their vidory. In the ma-

V. —

V

1 nagement of the revenue he difapproved the firaple but oppreflive

mode of a capitation, and preferred with reafon a proportion of

taxes, deduded on every branch from the clear profits of agriculture

and commerce. A third part of the tribute was appropriated to the

annual repairs of the dykes and canals, lb eflential to the public

welfare. Under his adminiftration the fertility of Egypt fupplied

the dearth of Arabia ; and a firing of camels, laden with corn and

provifions, covered ahnoil without an interval the long road from

Memphis to Medina "'. But the genius of Ararou foon renewed the

maritime communication which had been attempted or atchieved

by the Pharaohs, the Ptolemies, or the Caefars ; and a canal, at leaft

eighty miles in length, was opened from the Nile to the Red Sea,

This inland navigation, which would have joined the Mediterraneaa

and the Indian ocean, was foon difcontinucd as ufelefs and danger-

ous : the throne was removed from Medina to Damafcus ; and the

Grecian fleets might have explored a paflage to the holy cities of

Arabia '".

Riches and Of his new conqueft, the caliph Omar had an Imperfedl know-
popuiou -

ledge from the voice of fame and the legends of the Koran. He
requeued that his lieutenant would place before his eyes the realm of

Pharaoh and the Amalekites ; and the anfwer of Amrou exhibits a

lively and not unfaithful pidlure of that fmgular country "'. "

"* Eutychius, Annal. torn. ii. p. 320. '" fmall volume, des Merveilles, &c.

Elmacin, Hift. Saracen, p. 3;. de I'Egypte, compofed in the !"" century

"' On uii^^i clfcvyecinsXs, Uiertaaer m^y by Murtaai of Cairo, and tranflatcd from an

try to fatisfy himfelf from d'Anvills (Mem. Arabic MS. of cardinal Mszarin, was pub-

fur I'Egypte, p. loS— no. 124. 132.), and liihcd by Pierre Vatier, Pari?, 1666. The

a learned ihefis maintained and printed at antiquities of Egypt are wild and legendary :

Strafburg in the year 1770 (Jungendorum but the writer deferves credit and clleem for

marium fluviorumque molimina, p. 39—47. his account of the conqueft and geography of

(j8— -o.). Even the fupine Turks have agi- his native country (See the correlpondence of

tated the old projeft of joining the two feas Amrou and Omar, p. 379—289.).

(Mcmoircs du Baron dc Tut;, tom.iv.}.

" commander
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« commander of the faithful, Egypt is a compound of black earth chap.
*' and green plants, between a pulverifed mountain and a red fand. "

—

-^-—

'

" The dillance from Syene to the fea is a month's journey for an

" horfeman. Along the valley defcends a river, on which the

** blefling of the Moft High repofes both in the evening and morning,

*' and which rifes and falls with the revolutions of the fun and moon.
*' When the annual difpenfation of providence unlocks the fprings

*' and fountains that nouriih the earth, the Nile rolls his fwelling and

*' founding waters through the realm of Egypt : the fields are over-

*' fpread by the falutary flood ; and the villages communicate with

" each other in their painted barks. The retreat of the inunda-

" tion depofits a fertilizing mud for the reception of the various

" feeds : the crowds of hufbandmen who blacken the land may
*' be compared to a fwarm of induftrious ants ; and their native in-

*' dolence is quickened by the laih of the taik-mafter, and the pro-

*' mife of the flowers and fruits of a plentiful encreafe. Their

** hope is feldom deceived ; but the riches which they extra£l from
*' the wheat, the barley, and the rice, the legumes, the fruit-trees,

*' and the cattle, are unequally ihared between thofe who labour and
*' thofe who pofl'efs. According to the viciffitudes of the feafons,

*' the face of the country is adorned with a filver wave, a verdant

*' emeraldy and the deep yellow of a golden harveft "'." Yet this

beneficial order is fometimes interrupted ; and the long delay and

fudden fwell of the river in the firil year of the conqueft might

"' In a twenty years refidence at Cairo, From his broad bofom life and verdure flings,

the conful Maillet had contemplated thatva- And broods o'er Egypt with his wat'ry wings;

rying fcene, the Nile (lettre ii. particularly If with advent'rous oar, and ready fail,

p.70. 75.); the fertility of the land (lettreix.). The duiky people drive before the gale:

From a college at Cambridge, the poetic eye Or on frail floats to neighbouring cities ride,

of Gray had Jeen the fame objeds with a That rife and glitter o'er the ambient tide.

keener glance
:
^ ^

(Mafon's, Works and Memoirs
What wonder in the fultryclimes that fpread, of Gray, p. 199, 200.)

Where Nile, redundant o'er his fummer bed,

y 2 afford



348 THE DECLINE AND FALL

afFord fome colour to an edifying fable. It is faid, that the annual fa-

crifice of a virgin "" had been interdidled by the piety t)f Omar ; and

that the Nile lay fullen and inadive in his ihallow bed, till the man-

date of the caliph was caft into the obedient ftream, which rofe in a

fmgle night to the height of fixteen cubits. The admiration of the

Arabs for their new conqueft encouraged the licence of their ro-

mantic fpirit. Wc may read, in the graveft authors, that Egypt was

crowded with twenty thoufand cities or villages '^'
: that, exclufive of

the Greeks and Arabs, the Copts alone were found, on the affeiTment,

fix millions of tributary fubjedls "\ or twenty millions of either fex

and of every age : that three hundred millions of gold or iilver were

annually paid to the treafury of the caliph '". Our reafon muft be

ftartled by thefe extravagant alTertions ; and they will become more

palpable, if we aiTume the compafs and meafure the extent of ha-

bitable ground : a valley from the tropic to Memphis, feldoin

broader than twelve miles, and the triangle of the Delta, a flat

furface of two thoufand one hundred fquare leagues, compofe a

twelfth part of the magnitude of France "'*. A more accurate re-

fearch

"° Murtacli, p. 164— 167. The reader twenty- feven millions on ancient Egypt, be-

will not eafily credit an human facrifice under caufe the feventeen hundred companions of

the Chriftian emperors, or a miracle of the Sefoftris were born on the fame day.

fucceflbrs of Mahomet. '^^ Elmacin, Hill. Saracen, p. 21S.; and
''' Maillet, Defcription de I'Egypte, p. 22. this grofs lump is fwallowed without fcruple

He mentions this number as the fiimOTo» opi- by d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 1031.),

nion ; and adds, that the generality of thefe Arbuthnot (Tables of ancient Coins, p.262.),

villages contain two or three thoufand per- anddtGuignes{Hift.desHuns,tom.iii.p.i35.).

fons, and that many of them are more po- They might allege the not lefs extravagant

pulous than our large cities. liberality of Appian in favour of the Ptole•

"* Eutych. Annal. torn. ii. p. 308. 311. mies (in prxfat.) of feventy-four myriads.

The twenty millions are computed from the 740,000 talents, an annual income of 185,

following /.• one-twelfth of mankind above or near 300, millioss of pounds fterling, ac-

fixty, one-third below fixtetn, the proper- cording as we reckon by the Egyptian or

tion of men to women as feventeen to fixteen the Alexandrian talent (Bernard de Ponderi-

(Recherches fur la Population de la France, bus Antiq. p. 186.).

p. 71,72.). The prefident Goguet (Origine ''* See the meafurement of d'Anville

dci Arts, &. tom.iii. p. 26, &c.) bellows (Mem. fur I'Egypte, p. 23, &c.). After

forae
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fearch "will juftify a more rcafonable eftimate. The three hundred CHAP,
millions, created by the error of a Icribe, are reduced to the decent »_^ _/

revenue of four millions three hundred thoufand pieces of gold,, of

Avhich nine hundred thoufand were confumed by the pay of the

foldiers '". Two authentic lifts, of the prefent and of the twelfth

century, are circumfcribed within the refpettable number of two

thoufand feven hundred villages and towns ''^ After a long refidence

at Cairo, a French conful has ventured to affign about four millions

of Mahometans, Chriftians, and Jews, for the ample, though not

incredible, fcope, of the population of Egypt '".

IV, The conqueft of Africa, from the Nile to the Atlantic Africa.

ocean ''\ was firft attempted by the arms of the caliph Othman. by Abdaiiah,

A. D. 647.

fome peeviih cavils, M. Pauw (Recherches

fur les Egyptiens, ton), i. p. 118- 121.) can

only enlarge his reckoning to 2250 fquare

leagues.

'^' Renaudot, Hill. Patriarch. Alexand.

p. 334.. who calls the common reading or

veriion of Elmacin, error librarii. His own
emendation, of 4,300,000 pieces, in the ix'••

century,maintains a probable medium between

the 3,000,000 which the Arabs acquired by

the conqueft of Egypt (idem, p. i58.), and the

2,400,000 which the fultan of Conllantinople

levied in the laft century (Pietro della Vaile,

torn. i. p. 352.; Thevenot, part i. p. 8:4.).

Pauw (Recherches, torn. ii. p. 365— 373.)
gradually raifes the revenue of the Pharaohs,

the Ptolemies, and the Ca:fars, from fix to

£fteen millions of German crowns.

''* The lift of Schultens (Index Geograph.

ad calcem Vit. Saladin. p. 5.) contains

2396 places; that of d'Anville (Mem, fur

I'Egypte, p. 29.), from the divan of Cairo,

enumerates 2696.
''' See Maillet (Defcription de I'Egypte,

p. 28.), who feems to argue with candour

and judgment. I am much better fatiified

Greek and Latin literature, and his fancy is

too much delighted with the ficlions of the

Arabs. Their bell knowledge is colleiled

by Abulfeda (Defcript. /Egypt. Arab, et Lat.

a Joh. David Michaelis, Gottings, in 4•°,

1776) : and in two recent voyages into

Egypt, we are amufed by Savary, and in-

ftrufted by Volney. I wiflv the latter could

travel over the globe.

'3S
jyjy conquell of Africa is drawn from

two French interpreters of Arabic literature,

Cardonne (Hift. de I'Afrique et de I'Efpagne

fous la Domination des Arabes, torn. i. p. 8

—55.) and Otter (Hill, de I'Academie des

Infcriptions, torn. xxi. p. ill— 125. and

1 .). They derii-e their principal informa-

tion from Novairi, who compofed, A. D.
1331, an Encyclopaedia in more than twenty

volumes. The five general parts fucceflively

treat of, i. Phyfics, 2. Man, 3. .animals,

4.Plants,and,5.Hiilory; and the African affairs

are difcuiTed in the vi'*' chapter of the v'•' fec-

tion of this lall part (Reifee, Prodidagmlta

ad Hagji Chalifa; Tabulas, p. 232—234.).

Among the older hiftorians who are quoted

by Novairi we may diilinguilh the original

with the obfervitions than with the reading narrative of a foldier who led the van of tiie

of the French conful. He was ignorant cf MoCems.

The
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CHAP. Ti^e pious defign was approved by the companions of Mahomet and

' ^—» the chiefs of the tribes ; and twenty thouland Arabs marched from

Medina, with the gifts and the blcffing of the commander of the

faithful. They were joined in the camp of Memphis by twenty

thoufand of their countiymcn ; and the conduil of the war was en-

trufted to Abdallah '^', the fon of Said and the fofter-brother of the

caHph, who had lately fupplanted the conqueror and lieutenant of

Egypt. Yet the favour of the prince, and the merit of his favour-

ite, could not obliterate the guilt of his apoftacy. The early con-

verfion of Abdallah, and his ikilful pen, had recommended him to

the important office of tranfcribing the iheets of the Koran : he be-

trayed his truft, corrupted the text, derided the errors vhich he

had made, and fled to Mecca to efcape the juftice, and expofe the

ignorance, of the apoftle. After the conqucfl: of Mecca, he fell

proftrate at the feet of Mahomet : his tears, and the entreaties of

Othman, extorted a reludtant pardon ; but the prophet declared that

he had fo long hefuated, to allow time for fome zealous difciple to

avenge his injury in the blood of the apoftate. With apparent fide-

lity and effedive merit, he ferved the religion which it was no

longer his intereil to defert : his birth and talents gave him an ho-

nourable rank among the Koreiih ; and, in a nation of cavalry,

Abdallah was renowned as the boldefl: and moft dextrous horfeman

of Arabia. At the head of forty thoufand Moflems, he advanced

from Egypt into the unknown countries of tlie Weft. The fands

of Barca might be impervious to a Roman legion ; but the Arabs

were attended by their faithful camels ; and the natives of the de-

fert beheld without terror the familiar afped of the foil and climate.

After a painful march, they pitched their tents before the walls of

'" See thehiAoryof Abdallah, in Abulfeda (Vit. Mohammed, p. 109.) and Gagnier

( Vie de Mahomet, tom.iii. p. 45

—

48.).

Tripoli,
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Tripoli '*", a maritime city, in which the name^ the wealth, and the

inhabitants, of the province had gradually centered, and which now
maintains the third rank among the ftates of Barbary. A reinforce-

ment of Greeks was furprifed and cut in pieces on the fea-iliore
;

but the fortifications of Tripoli refifted the firft aflaults ; and the

Saracens were tempted by the approach of the prsefevil Gregory '*' '''^ ^'':i^eit

to relinquiih the labours of the fiege for the pei'ils and the hopes of his daughter,

a decifive aQion. If his ftandard was followed by one hundred and

twenty thoufand men, the regular bands of the empire mufl have

been loft in the naked and diforderly crowd of Africans and Moors,

who formed the ftrength, or rather the numbers, of his hoft. He
reje£led with indignation the option of the Koran or the tribute ; and

during feveral days, the two armies were fiercely engaged from the

dawn of light to the hour of noon, when their fatigue and the ex-

eeifive heat compelled them to feek ihelter and refreiliment in their

refpedive camps. The daughter of Gregory, a maid of incompar-

able beauty and fpirit, is faid to have fought by his fide : from her

earUeft youth ihe was trained to mount on horfeback, to draw the

bow, and to wield the fcymetar ; and the richnefs of her arms and

apparel were confpicuous in the foremoft ranks of the battle. Her

hand, with an hundred thoufand pieces of gold, was offered for the

head of the Arabian general, and the youths of Africa were excited

'•^ The province and city of Tripoli are Defcription of Africa, tranflated by d'Ablan-

defcribed by Leo Africanus (in Navigaticnc court into French (Paris, 1667, 3 vols, in 4").

et Viaggi di Ramufio, tom. i. Venetia, 1550, Marmol had read and feen, but he is defti-

h\. (>. -/) and IVIarmol (Defcription de tute of the curious and extenfive obfervatioa

I'Afrique, tom. ii. p. 562.). The firil of which abounds in the original work of Leo
thefe writers was a Moor, a fchoiar, and a the African.

traveller, who compofed or tranllated his "*' Theophancs, who mentions the de-

African geography in a ftate of captivity at feat, rather than the death, of Gregory. He
Rome, where he had affumed the name and brands the praefeft with the name of ^;». ;

religion of pope Leo X. In a fimilar capti- he had probably ailutned the purple (Chro-
vity among the Moors, the Spaniard Mar- r.ograph. p. 285.):
jnoi, a foldier of Charles V. compiled his

^7 by
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by the profpedl of the glorious prize. At the preiTing fohcltation of

his brethren, Abdallah withdrew his perfon from the field ; but the

Saracens were difcouragcd by the retreat of their leader, and the re-

petition of thefe equal or unfuccefsful conflids.

Victory of A noble Arabian, \vho afterwards became the adverfary of All and

the father of a caliph, had fignalized his valour in Egypt, and Zobeir
'**

was the firft who planted a fcaling-ladder againft the walls of Baby-

lon. In the African war he was detached from the ftandard of Ab-

dallah. On the news of the battle, Zobeir, with twelve companions,

cut his way through the camp of the Greeks, and prciTed forwards,

without tailing either food or repofe, to partake of the dangers of

his brcthen. He call his eyes round the field :
" Where," faid he,

" is our general ?" " In his tent." " Is the tent a ilation for the

" general of the Moilems ?" Abdallah reprefented with a bluih the

importance of his own life, and the temptation that was held forth

by the Roman pra;fe£t. " Retort," faid Zobeir, " on the irifidels

" their ungenerous attempt. Proclaim through the ranks, that the

" head of Gregory fliall be repaid with his captive daughter, and

*' the equal fum of one hundred thoufand pieces of gold." To the

courage and difcretion of Zobeir the lieutenant of the caliph en-

trufted the execution of his own ftratagem, Av.hich inclined the long-

difputed balance in favour of the Saracens. Supplying by adivity

and artifice the deficiency of numbers, a part of their forces lay

concealed in their tents, while the remainder prolonged an irregular

fklrmlih with the enemy, till the fun was high in the heavens. On
both fides they retired with fainting fteps : their horfcs were un-

bridled, their armour was laid afido, and the lioftile nations pre-

pared, or feemed to prepare, for the refrefliment of the evening, and

•** See in Ock!cy (HiA. of the Saracens, had rcSellecI. ///V valour at the fiege of Baby-
.'. 4;.), tlie death of Zobeir, which was Jon, if indeed ic be the fame perion, is mention-
honoured with the isarsof All, agninftwhomhe cd by Eutychias (Annal. torn. ii. p. 308.)•

18 the
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the encounter of the enfuing day. On a fudden, the charge was CHAP.
founded ; the Arabian camp poured forth a fwarm of freili arid in- ' -„-l-_^

trepid warriers ; and the long line of the Greeks and Africans was

furprlfed, aflaulted, overturned, by new fquadrons of the faithful,

who, to the eye of fanatieifm, might appear as a band of angels

defcending from the iky. The prsefed himfelf was flain by the

hand of Zobeir : his daughter, who fought revenge and death, was

furrounded and made prifoner ; and the fugitives involved in their

difafter the town of Sufetula, to which they efcaped from tlie fabres

and lances of the Arabs. Sufetula was built one hundred and fifty

miles to the fouth of Carthage : a gentle declivity is watered by a

running ftream, and ihaded by a grove of juniper-trees ; and, in the

ruins of a triumphal arch, a portico, and three temples of the Co-

rinthian order, curiofity may yet admire the magnificence of the

Romans '*\ After the fall of this opulent city, the provincials and

Barbarians implored on all fides the mercy of the conqueror. His

vanity or his zeal might be flattered by offers of tribute or profef-

fions of faith : but his loifes, his fatigues, and the progrefs of an

epidemical difeafe, prevented a folid eftablifiiment ; and the Sara-

cens, after a campaign of fifteen months, retreated to the confines

of Egypt, with the captiv-es and the wealth of their African expe-

dition. The caliph's fifth was granted to a favourite, on the nomi-

nal payment of five hundred thoufand pieces of gold '**
; but the

ftate was doubly injured by this fallacious tranfaition, if each foot-

foldier had ihared one thoufand, and each horfeman three thoufand,

pieces, in the real divifion of the plunder. The author of the death

of Gregory was expeded to have claimed the moil precious reward

'*' Shaw's Travels, p. li8; 119. Elmacin (in his cloudy vcr.lon, p. -59.) Teems
'+* Mimica cmptio, fays Abulfeda, erat to report the fame job. When tiie Arabs

ha;c,etmira donatio; quandoquidem Othman, befiegcd the palace of Othman, it Hood high

ejus nomine nummos ex asrario prius ablatos in their catalogue cf grievances. ,

srario pra;ftabat (Annal. Moilem. p. 7S.)•

Vol. V. of
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of the vidory : from his filence it might be prefumed that he had

fallen in the battle, till the tears and exclamations of the prasfeft's

daughter at the fight of Zobeir revealed the valour and modefty of

that gallant foldier. The unfortunate virgin was offered, and al-

moft rejedcd as a flave, by her father's murderer, who coolly de-

clared that his fword was confecrated to the fervice of religion ; and

that he laboured for a recompenfc far above the charms of mortal

beauty, or the riches of this tranfitory life. A reward congenial to

his temper, was the honourable commiiTion of announcing to the

caliph Othman the fuccefs of his arms. The companions, the

chiefs, and the people, were aflembled in the mofch of Medina, to

hear the intereRing narrative of Zobeir ; and, as the orator forgot

nothing except the merit of his own counfels and adions, the name

of Abdallah was joined by the Arabians with the heroic names of

Caled and Amrou '*\

Progrefs of The weftern conquefts of the Saracens were iiifpended near twen-

in Africa, ty years, till their difienfions were compofcd by the eftabliihment

66-—68q. of ^^^ houfe of Ommiyah : and the caliph Moawiyah was in-

vited by the. cries of the Africans themfelves. The fucceflbrs of

Heraclius had been informed of the tribute which they had been

compelled to ftipulate with the Arabs ; but inftead of being moved

to pity and relieve their diftrefs, they impofed, as an equivalent or a

fine, a fecond tribute of a fimilar amount. The ears of the Byzan-

tine minifters were fliut againft the complaints of their poverty and

ruin : their defpair was reduced to prefer the dominion of a fmgle

mailer ; . and the extortions of the patriarch of Carthage, who was

inverted with civil and military power, provoked the fedtaries, and

even the Catholics, of the Roman province to abjure the religion as .

'*' .,'» y.ifaxiioi Ti;» A^i"*•»'»*'" ffuft- A(p(uv twsrffil-a'• Theophan. Chronograph.

-,. Ti;f«»w VfriytfKJ ra-nt/» p. 285. edit. Paris. His chronology is loofc

e^i auTu xTiiuifft xai, Twt and inaccurate.

vidl
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vvell as the authority of their tyrants. The firft lieutenant of Moa- CHAP.
wiyah acquired a juft renown, fubdued an important city, defeated ' .—-»

an army of thirty thoufand Greeks, fwept away fourfcore thoufand

captives, and enriched with their fpoils the bold adventurers of

Syria and Egypt "^ But the title of conqueror of Africa is more

juftly due to his fucceflbr Akbah. He marched from Damafcus at

the head of ten thoufand of the braveft Arabs ; and the genuine

force of the Moflems was enlarged by the doubtful aid and conver-

fion of many thoufand Barbarians. It would be difficult, nor is it

neceflary, to trace the accurate line of the progrefs of Akbah. The

interior regions have been peopled by the Orientals with fictitious

armies and imaginary citadels. In the warlike province of Zab or

Numidia, fourfcore thoufand of the natives might aifemble in arms

;

but the number of three hundred and fixty towns is incompatible

with the ignorance or decay of huihandry '*'
; and a circumference

of three leagues will not be juftified by the ruins of Erbe or Lam-
befa, the ancient metropolis of that inland country. As we ap-

proach the fea-coaft, the well-known cities of Bugia "'* and Tan-

gier '*' define the more certain limits of the Saracen vidlories. A
remnant of trade ilill adheres to the commodious harbour of Bugia,

which, in a more profperous age, is faid to have contained about

twenty thoufand houfes ; and the plenty of iron which is dug from

the adjacent mountains might have fupplied a braver people with the

inftruments of defence. The remote pofition and venerable anti-

»* Theophanes (in Chronograph, p. 293.) Leo Africanus (fbl. 8i, ver/ij, who reckons
inferts the vague rumours that might reach only cinque citta e infinite cafale, Marmol
Conftantinople, of the weftern conquefts of (Defcription de I'Afrique, torn. iii. p. 37.)
the Arabs; and I learn from Paul Warnefrid, and Shaw (Travels, p. 57. 65 68.).

deacon of Aquileia (de Geftis Langobard. •*« Leo African, fol. 58. verfo 59. re^o.
I. V. c. 13.), thatatthis time they fen t a fleet Marmol, tom.ii. p. 4JJ. Shaw, p. 4^;.

from Alexandria into the Sicilian and African '*» Leo African, fol. 52, Marmol, torn. ii.

ieas. p. 228.
"' See Novairi (apud Otter, p. 118.),

2 quity
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quity of TIngi, or Tangier, have been decorated by the Greek and

Arabian fables ; but the figurative exprcifions of the latter, that the

walls were conftrudled of brafs, and that the roofs were covered with

gold and filver, may be interpreted as the emblems of ftrength and

opulence. The province of Mauritania Tingitana'^°, which aifumed

the name of the capital, had been imperfedtly difcovered and fettled

by the Romans ; the five colonies were confined to a narrow pale,

and the more fouthern parts were feldom explored except by the

agents of luxury, who fearched the forefts for ivory and the citron

wood"", and the ihores of the ocean for the purple ihell-fifli. The

fearlefs Akbah plunged into the heart of the country, traverfed the

wildernefc in which his fucceifors ere^ed the fplendid capitals of Fea

and Morocco ''*, and at length penetrated to the verge of the Atlan-

tic and the great defert. The river Sus defcends from the weftern

fides of mount Atlas, fertilifes, like the Nile, the adjacent foil, and

falls into the fea at a moderate diftance from the Canary, or Fortu-

'^° Regio ignobilis, et vix quicquam il-

laftre fortita, parvis oppidis habitatur, parva

flutnina emittit, folo quam viris melior ec

fegnitie gentis obfcura. Pomponius Mela,

S. 5. iii. 10. Mela deferves the more credit,

fince his own Phoenician ancellors had mi-

grated from Tingltana to Spain (fee, in ii. 6.

a paflage of that geographer fo cruelly tor-

tured by Salmafius, Ifaac Voffius, and the moll

virulent of critics, James Gronovius). He
lived at the time of the final reduilion of that

country by the emperor Claudius: yet almoft

thirty years afterwards, Pliny (Hilh Nat.

V. I.) complains of his authors, too lazy

to enquire, too proud to confefs their igno-

rance of that wild and remote province.

'5' The foolifli fafhion of this citron wood

prevailed at Rome among the men, as much

as the taile for pearls among the women.

round board or tnble, four or five feet in

diameter, fold for the price of an eftate (late-

laadii taxatione), eight, tea, 01 twelve thou-

6

fand pounds ficrling (Plin. Hiil. Natur. xiii.

29.). 1 conceive that 1 mull not confound

the tree citrus, with that of the fruit citrum.

But am not botanift enough to define the

former (it is like the wild cyprefs) by the vol•

gar or Linna:an name; nor will I decide

whether the citrum be the orange or the

lemon. Salmafius appears to exhault the fub-

jeil, but he too often involves himfelf in the

web of his diforderly erudition (Plinian.

Exercitat. torn. ii. p. 666, &c.).

'' Leo African, fol. 16. verfo. Marmol,
torn. ii. p. 23. This province, the firft fcene

of the exploits and greatnefs of the chcrifi, is

often mentioned in the curious hidory of that

dynafty at the end of the iii* volume of

Marmol, Defcription de I'Afriquc. The iii*

vol. of the Recherches Hilloriques fur les

Maures (lately publilhcd at Paris) illullrates

the hiftory and geography of the kingdoms of

Fez and Morocco.

cate.

i>
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nate, iflands. Its banks were inhabited by the laft of the Moors, a C A P.

race of favages, Avithout laws, or diicipllne, or religion : they were ^_ .

—

r

aftoniihed by the ftrange and irrefiftible terrors of the Oriental arms;

and as they poiTeiTed neither gold nor filver, the richeft fpoil was

the beauty of the female captives, fome of whom were afterwards

fold for a thoufand pieces of gold. The career, though not the zeal,

of Akbah was checked by the profpe£t of a boundlefs ocean. He
fpurred his horfe into the waves, and raifing his eyes to heaven, ex-

claimed with the tone of a fanatic :
" Great God ! if my courfe

" were not flopped by this fea, I would ftill go on, to the unknown
*' kingdoms of the Weft, preaching the unity of thy holy name, and

*' putting to the fword the rebellious nations who worihip any other

*' gods than thee '"." Yet this Mahometan Alexander, who fighed

for new worlds, was unable to preferve his recent conquefts. By

the univerfal defedlion of the Greeks and Africans, he was recalled

from the Ihores of the Atlantic, and the furrounding multitudes left

him only the refource of an honourable death. The laft fcene was

dignified by an example of national virtue. An ambitions chief,

who had difputed the command and failed in the attempt, was led

about as a prifoner in the camp of the Arabian general. The infur-

gents had trufted to his difcontent and revenge ; he difdained their

offers and revealed their defigns. In the hour of danger, the grate-

ful Akbah unlocked his fetters, and advifed him to retire ; he chofe

to die under the banner of his rival. Embracing as friends and

martyrs, they unflieathed their fcymetars, broke their fcabbards, and

maintained an obftinate combat, till they fell by each others fide on

the laft of their flaughtered countrymen. The third general or go-

vernor of Africa, Zuheir, avenged and encountered the fate of his

"" Otter (p. 119.) has given the ilrong preaching the Koran. Yet they had
tone of fanaticifm to this exclamation, which both the fame text of Novairi before their

C^rdonne (p. 37-) ^^^ foftened to a pious eye*.

predeceiTor.
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predeceiTor. He vanquinicd the natives in many battles ; lie was

overthrown by a powerful army, which Conftantinople had fent to

the relief of Carthage.

Foundation It had been the frequent prailicc of the Moorlih tribes to join the
of Cairoan,

A. D. invaders, to fliare the plunder, to profefs the faith, and to revolt to

their favage ftate of independence and idolatry, on the firfl: retreat

or misfortune of the Moflems. The prudence of Akbah had pro-

pofed to found an Arabian colony in the heart of Africa ; a citadel

that might curb the levity of the Barbarians, a place of refuge to

fecure, againft the accidents of war, the wealth and the families of

the Saracens. With this view, and under the modeft title of the

ftation of a caravan, he planted this colony in the fiftieth year of the

Hegira. In its prefent decay, Cairoan '" ftill holds the fecond rank

in the kingdom of Tunis, from which it is diftant about fifty miles

to the fouth'": its inland fituation, twelve miles weftward of the

fea,'has proteiled the city from the Greek and Sicilian fleets. AVhen

the wild beafts and ferpents were extirpated, when the foreft, or

rather wildernefs, was cleared, the veftiges of a Roman were

difcovered in a fandy plain : the vegetable food of Cairoan is brought

from afar ; and the fcarcity of fprings conftrains the inhabitants to

colleft in cifterns and refervoirs a precarious fupply of rain-water.

Thefe obflacles were fubdued by the induftry of Akbah ; he traced

a circumference of three thoufand and fix hundred paces, which he

encompafled with a brick wall ; in the fpace of five years, the go-

''* The foundation of Cairoan is men- and the Cairoan of the Arabs, two cities

tioned by Ockley (Hlft. of the Saracens, which are feparated by an interval of a thou*

vol. ii. p. 129, 130.); snd the fituation, fand miles along the fca-coaft. The great

inofch, &c. of the city, are defcribed by Leo Thuanus has not efcaped this fault, the lefs

Africanus(fol.75.), Marmol(tom.ii. p.532.)« excufable as it is connefted with a formal

and Shaw (p. 1 15.). and elaborate defcription of Africa (Hiftoriar.

'" A portentous, though frequent miftake, J. vii. c. 2. in Com. i. p. 240. edit. Buck-

has been the confounding, from a flight ley),

.fimilitadeof name, uie Cjrene of the GKtks,

9 vYernor's
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rernor's palace was furrounded with a fufficient number of private CHAP,
habitations ; a fpacious mofch was fupported by five hundred co- '

lumns of granite, porphyry, and Numidian marble ; and Cairoan be-

came the feat of learning as well as of empire. But thefe were the,

glories of a later age ; the new colony was fhaken by the fucceffive.

defeats of Akbah and Zuheir, and the. weftern expeditions were

again interrupted by tlie civil difcord of the Arabian monarchy. The

fon of the valiant Zobeir maintained a war of twelve years, a fiege

of feven months againft the houfe of Ommiyah. Abdallah was faid

tp unite the fiercenefs of the lion with the fubtlety of the fox ; but

if he inherited the courage, he was devoid of the generofity, of his

f;uher"\

The return of domeftic peace allowed the caliph Abdalmaiek to Conqneftof

refume the conqueil of Africa ; the ftandard was deUvered to HalTan A. D.'

governor of Egypt, and the revenue of that kingdom, with an army ^^~ ^
'

of forty thoufand men, was confecrated to the important fervice. In

the viciffitudes of war,, the interior• provinces had been alternately

won and loft by the Saracens. But the fea-coaft ftill remained in

the hands of the Greeks ; the predeceffors of Hafian had refpeded

the name and fortifications of Carthage ; and the number of its de-

fenders was recruited by the fugitives of Cabes and Tripoli. The

arms of HaiTan were, bolder and more fortunate : he reduced and

pillaged the metropolis of Africa ; and the mention of fcaling-ladders

may juftify the fuipicion that he anticipated, by a fudden aiTault, the

more tedious operations of a regular fiege. But the joy of the con-

querors was foon difturbed by the appearance of the Ghriftian fuc-

cours. The praefeft and patrician John, a general of experience

"* Befides the Arabic chronicles of Afaul- The latter has given the ]ail and pathetic

feda, Elmacin, and Abulpharagius, under dialogue between AbdalJah and his mother;

the Ixxiii'' year of the Hegira, we may confult but he has forgot a phyfical effeft of her grief

d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p.7.) and Ockley for his death, the return, at the age of

(Hill, of the Saracens, vol.ii. p. 339— 349•). ninety, and fatal confe^uences, of her ,','•/.

and
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C A P. and renown, embarked at Conilantinople the forces of the Eailern

w. •. ,. ^/ empire'" ; they were joined by the fliips and foldiers of Sicily, and

a powerful reinforcement of Goths'" was obtained from the feare

and religion of the Spanifli monarch. The weight of the confede-

rate navy broke the chain that guarded the entrance of the harbour

;

the Arabs retired to Cairoan, or Tripoli; the Chriftians landed ; the

citizens hailed the enfign of the crofs, and the winter was idly wafted

in the dream of victory or deliverance. But Africa was irrecover-

ably loft : the zeal and refentment of the commander of the faith-

ful '" prepared in the enfuing fpring a more numerous armament by

fea and land ; and the patrician in his turn was compelled to eva-

cuate the poft and fortifications of Carthage. A fecond battle was

fought in the neighbourhood of Utica : the Greeks and Goths were

again defeated ; and their timely embarkation faved them from the

fword of Haflan, who had invefted the flight and infufficient ram-

part of their camp. AVhatever yet remained of Carthage, was deli-

vered to the flames, and the colony of Dido"" and Csefar lay de-

folate

•" Aioyrio; .... Puy.aixa.^ faft, though new, is fo intereiling and fo pro-^, rfccTr.yaif sOT-'atToi; lijunr,v >(« bable, liiac I will accept it On the flighteil

i^n'fipv Ti» V(,>\ifJ.iuii 5|,•;(*,=«05 rfcj ^/;>» authority.«») ^''-'• Nicephori Con- ''" This commander is fiyled by Nicepho-

ftantinopolitani Breviar. p. 28. The pa- rus Bacreuf ICxfaxr.tio, a vague though not

triarch of Conilantinople, with Theophanes improper definition of the caliph. 'Jheo-

(Chromgraph. p. 309.)• have fiightly men- phanes introduces the ftrange appellation of

tior.ed this laft attempt for therelief of Africa. ^. >.:>, which his interpreter Goar ex-

Pagi (Critica, tom. iii. p. 129. 141.) has plains hy Vizir Jzem. They may approach

nicely afcertained the chronology by a ftridl the truth, in afligning the ailive part to the

comparifon of the Arabic and Byzantine minifter, rather than the prince; but they

hiftorians, who often difagree both in time forget that the Ommiades had only a kateb,

and faft. See likewife a note of Otter or fecretary, and that the ofHce of vizir wa»

(p 121.). rot revived or inftituted till ihe iji•• year of
'*" Dove s'erano ridotti i nobili Roman! ei the Hegira (d'llerbelot, p. 912.).

Go///'; and afterwards, i Rcmani fuggirono e i "'' According to Solinus (1. 27. p. 36.

Gotti, lafciarono Carthagine (Leo African, edit. Salmaf.), the Carthage of Dido ilood

fol.72. rcilo). I know not from what Arabic either 677 or 737 years; a various reading,

writer the African derived his Goths, but the which proceeds irora the di/Tt-rcnce of MSS.
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folate above two hundred years, till a part, perhaps a twentieth, of ^ ^^ ^ ^•

the old cu-cumfercnce was repeopled by the firil of the Fatimitc caliphs. ' ^—»

In the beginning of the fixteenth century, the fecond capital of the

Weft was reprefented by a mofch, a college without ftudents, twenty-

five or thirty ihops, and the huts of five hundred peafants, who, iu

their abjefl: poverty, difplayed the arrogance of the Punic fenators.

Even that paltry village was fwept away by the Spaniards whom
Charles the Fifth had ftationed in the fortrefs of the Goletta. The

ruins of Carthage have periihed ; and the place might be unknown

if fome broken arches of an aqueduil did not guide the footfteps of

the inquifitive traveller
'".

The Greeks were expelled, but the Arabians were not yet mafters Fii^ai ecu.

. . . , »

»

1"^^ °f
of the country. In the interior provinces the Moors or Berbers '", Africa,

AD
fo feeble under the nrfi; Csfars, fo formidable to the Byzantine princes, 658—709,

maintained a diforderly refiftance to the religion and power of the

fucceflbrs of Mahomet. Under the ftandard of their queen Cahina

the independent tribes acquired fome degree of union and difcipline;

and as the Moors refpeded in their females the charader of a pro-

or editions (Salmaf. Plinian. Exercit. tom.i. Henry Stephens's Greek TUefaurus, torn. i.

p. 2z8.). The former of thefe accounts, p. 720.). z. From the time, at Jeail, of
which gives S23 years before Chrift, is more Herodotus, it was extended to c// the nations
confiftent with the well-weighed teftimony of who were ftrangers to tlie language and man-
VelleiusPatercul us: but the latter is preferred ners of the Greeks. 3. In the age of Plau-
byourchronologilb(Mariham, Canon. Chron. tus, the Romans fubmitted to the infult

p. 398.), as more agreeable to the Hebrew (Pompeius Fellus, I. ii. p. 4S. edit. Dacier),
and Tyrian annals. and freely gave themfelves the name of Bar-

'«' Leo African, fol. 71, verfo ; 72, redo, barians. They infenfibly claimed an ex-
Marmol, tom.ii. p. 445—447. Shaw, p. 80. emption for Italy, and her fubjed provinces;

'" The hiftory of the word Bariar may and at length removed the difgraceful appel-
be claiTed under four periods, i. In the lation to the favage or hoftile nations beyond
time of Homer, when the Greeks and Afia- the pale of the empire. 4. In every fenfe,

tics might probably ufe a common idiom, the it was due to the Moors; the familiar word
imitative found of Bar-bar was applied to the was borrowed from the Latin provincials by
ruder tribes, whofe pronunciation was moft the Arabian conquerors, and has juftly fettled

harih, whofe grammar was mod defeflive, as a local denomination Barbary) along the

Kaf.? BafiSafcfaici (Iliad ii, 867. with the Ox- northern coail of Africa.

ford fcholiail, Clarke's Annotation, and

Vol. V. 3 A phctefs,
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CHAP, photefs, they attacked the invaders with an cnthufiafin fimilar ta•

', -.- _' their own. The veteran bands of Haffan were inadequate to the

defence of Africa : the conquefts of an age were loft in a fingle

day ; and the Arabian chief, overwhehned by the torrent, retir-

ed to the confines of Egypt, and expefted, live years, the pro-

mifed fuccours of the caliph. After the retreat of the Saracens^

the vidlorious prophetefs aiTembled the Moorifli chiefs, and recom-

mended a meafure of ftrange and favage policy. " Our cities,""

iliid ihe, " and th^ gold and filver which they contain, perpetually

" attrail the arms of the Arabs. Thefe vile metals are not the ob-

" jeds of our ambition ; we content ourfelves with the fimple pro-

" dudtions of the earth. Let us deftroy thefe cities j let us bury

*' in their ruins thofe pernicious treafures ; and when the a'arice of

" our foes ihall be deftitute of temptation, perhaps they will ceafe

" to difturb the tranquillity of a warlike people." The propofal

was accepted with unanimous applaufe. From Tangier to Tripoli

the buildings, or at leaft the fortifications, were demoliihed, the fruit-

trees were cut down, the means of fubfiftence were extirpated, a

fertile and populous garden was changed into a defert, and the hifto-,

rians of a more recent period could difcern the frequent traces of

the profperity and devaftation of their anceftors. Such is the tale of

the modern Arabians. Yet I ftrongly fufpedt that their ignorance of

antiquity, the love of the marvellous, and the fafliion of extolling

the philofophy of Barbarians, has induced them to defcribe, as one

voluntary adl, the calamities of three hundred years fmce the firfl:

fury of the Donatifts and Vandals. In the progrefs of the revolt

Cahina had moft probably contributed her iliare of deitrudtion ; and

the alarm of univerfal ruin might terrify and alienate the cities that

had reludantly yielded to her unworthy yoke. They no longer

hoped, perliaps they no longer wiflied, the return of their Byzan-

ly tine
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tine foverelgns : their prefent fervitude was not alleviated by the CHAP,
benefits of order and juftice ; and the moil zealous Catholic muft u

—

J—^
prefer the imperfedl truths of the Koran to the blind and rude idolatry

of the Moors. The general of the Saracens was again received as

the faviour of the province : the friends of civil fociety confpired •

againft the favages of the land ; and the royal prophetefs was ilain

in the firft battle which overturned the bafelefs fabric of her fuper-

ftition and empire. The ilime fpirit revived under the fucceifor of

Haffan : it was finally quelled by the adlivity of Mufa and his two

fons ; but the number of the rebels may be prefumed from that of

three hundred thoufand captives ; fixty thoufand of whom, the

caliph's fifth, were fold for the profit of the public treafury. Thirty

thouiiind of the Barbarian youth were enlifted in the troops ; and

the pious labours of Mufa, to inculcate the knowledge and pradice

of the Koran, accuftomed the Africans to obey the apoftle of God
and the commander of the faithful. In their climate and govern-

ment, their diet and habitation, the wandering Moors refembled the

Bedoweens of the defert. With the religion, they were proud to Adoption of

adopt the language, name, and origin, of Arabs : the blood of the

flrangers and natives was infenfibly mingled ; and from the Euphrates

to the Atlantic the fame nation might feem to be diiFufed over the

fandy plains of Afia and Africa. Yet I will not deny that fifty

thoufand tents of pure Arabians might be tranfported over the Nile

and fcattered through the Libyan defert ; and I am not ignorant that

five of the Moorifli tribes fi:ill retain their barbarous idiom, with the

appellation and character of "wh'itc Africans '".

"^ The firft book of Leo Africanus, and the in the Vatican, appears to have
the obferv-ations of Dr. Shaw (p. 220. 223. more of his Arabic, than he could acquire of
227. 247, &c.), will throw fome light on the Greek or Roman, learning. Many of his

roving tribes of Barbary, of Arabian or grofs miftakes might be detefled in the firft

Moorilh defcent. But Shaw had feen thefe period of the Mahometan hiftory.

favages with dillant terror j and Leo, a cap-

3 A * V. In
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I"• Y. In the progrcfs of conqvieft from the north and fouth, the Goths

and the Saracens encountered each other on the confines of Europe

ridi tcmpta- and Africa. In the opinion of the latter, the difference of reUgion

ii'-ns of'^the^'
^^ ^ rcafonable ground of enmity and warfare ""*. As early as the

Arcbj,
jjj^^g Qf Othman '" their piratical fquadrons had ravaged the coaft of

AndaUifia "*
; nor had they forgotten the reUef of Cartilage by the

Gothic fuccours. In that age, as well as in the prefent, the kings of

Spain were poiTciTed of the fortrcfs of Ceuta ; one of the columns

of Hercules, which is divided by a narrow ftreight from the oppo-

fitc pillar or point of Europe. A Ihiall portion of Mauritania was

ftill wanting to the African conqueft ; but Muia, in the pride of

vidtory, was repulfed from the walls of Ceuta, by the vigilance and

courage of count Julian, the general of the Goths. From his dif-

appointment and perplexity, Mufa was relieved by an unexpeded

meflage of the Chriilian chief, who offered his place, his perfon, and

his fword, to the fucceffors of Mahomet, and folicited the difgrace-

ful honour of introducing their arms into the heart of Spain "^

If

'^* In a conference with a prince of the

Greeks, Amrou ohferved that their religion

was different; upon which fcore it was law-

ful for brothers to quarrel. Ockley'sHillory

of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 328.
"' Abulfeda, Annal. Moflem. p. 78. verf.

Reiike.

'" The name of Andalufia is applied by

the Arabs not only to the modern province,

but t& the whole peninfula of Spain (Geo-

graph. Nub. p. 151. d'Hcrbclot, Bibliot.

Orient, p. ii.|., »15•)• 'Hie etymology has

been moll improbably deduced from Vanda-

Jufia, country of the Vandals (d'Anville

Etats de I'Europe, p. 146, 147, &c.). But

the Handalufia of Cafiri, which fignifies in

Arabic the region of the evening, of the

Wert, in a word, the Hefperia of the Greeks,

is perfeftly appofite (Dibliot. Arabico-Hif-

pana, tgm. u. p. 327, &c,).

"' The fall and refurrefiion of the Gothic

monarchy are related by IVIiriana (torn, i;

p. 238—260. 1. -. c. 19—26. 1. vii. c. I, 2.).

That hiftorian has infufed into his noble

work (Hiftoris de Rebus Hifpanis, libri xxx.

Hagx Comitum 1733, in four volumes ia

folio, with the Continuation of Miniana),

the ilyle and fpirit of a Romir claihc; and

after the xii''^ century, his knowledge and

judgment may be fafely trurted. But the

Jefuit is not exempt from the prejudices (jf

his order; he adopts and adorns, like his rival

Buchanan, the mod abfurd of the national

legends; he is too carelefs of criticifm and

chronology, and fupplies, from a lively

fancy, the chafms of hiftorical evidence.

Tlicfe chafms are large and frequent; Rode-

ric archbi.'hop of Toledo, the father of tha

Spaniih hiflory, lived five hundred years after

the conqueft of the .Arabs; and the more early

accouDts
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If we enquire into the caufe of his treachery, the Spaniards will CHAP,
repeat the popular ftory of his daughter Cava "'

; of a virgin who v^—v.!-_«>

was feduced, or raviflied, by her fovereign ; of a father who facri-

ficed his religion and country to the thiril of revenge. The paflions

of princes have often been licentious and deflrudive ; but this weli-

known tale, romantic in itfelf, is indifferently fupported by exter-

nal evidence ; and the hiftory of Spain fuggeft fome motives of

intereil and policy more congenial to the breafl of a veteran ftatef-

man '''. After the deceafe or depofition of Witiza, his two fons State of ihc

were fupplanted by the ambition of Roderic, a noble Goth, vhofe narchy.

'

father, the duke or governor of a province, had fallen a vidtim to

the preceding tyranny. The monarchy was ilill eledlive ; but the

fons of AVitiza, educated on the fteps of the throne, were impatient

of a private ilation. Their refentment was the more dangerous, as

it was varniilied with the diifimulation of courts : their followers

Avere excited by the remembrance of favours and the promife of a

revolution ; and theu• uncle Oppas, archbiihop of Toledo and Se-

ville, was the firfl: perfon in the church, and the fecond in the ilate.

It is probable that Julian was involved in the difgrace of the unfuc-

cefsful fadion, that he had little to hope and much to fear from

the new reign ; and that the imprudent king could not forget or

forgive the injuries wJiich Roderic and his family had fuftained.

The merit and influence of the count rendered him an ufeful or

for-midable fubjed : his eilates were ample, his followers bold and

accounts are comprifed in fotne meagre lines '*' In the ftory of Cava, Mariana (1. vi,

of the blind chronicles of Ifidore ofBadajoz c. 2:. p. 241, 242.) feems to vie with the

(Paceniii)>and of AJphonfolII. king of Leon, Lucretia of Livy. Like the ancients, he

which 1 liave feen only in the Annals of Pagi. feldom quotes; and the oldeft teftimony of
'" Le viol (fays Voltaire) eft auffi diinciie Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 713, N^ip.),

a faire qu'a prouver. Des Eveques fe feroient that of Lucas Tudenfis, a Galician d;acon

ils ligues pour une fille? (Hift. Generale, of the xiii'*' century, only fays. Cava quam
c. xxvi.) His argument is not logically con- pro concubina utebatur.

difive.
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numerous, and it was too fatally fliewn that, by his Andalufian and

Mauritanian commands, he held in his hand the keys of the Spaniili

monarchy. Too feeble, however, to meet his fovereign in arms, he

fought the aid of a foreign power ; and his rafli invitation of the

Moors and Arabs produced the calamities of eight hundred years.

In his cpiftles, or in a pcrfonal interview, he revealed the wealth

and nakednefs of his country ; the weaknefs of an unpopular prince ;

the degeneracy of an effeminate people. The Goths were no longer

the vidtorious Barbarians, who had humbled the pride of Rome,

dcfpoiled the queen of nations, and penetrated from the Danube to

the Atlantic ocean. Secluded from the world by the Pyrenaan

mountains, the fucceifors of Alaric had flumbered in a long peace

:

the walls of the cities were mouldered into duil : the youth had

abandoned the exercife of arms ; and the prefumption of their an-

cient renown cxpofe them in a field • of battle to the firil

aifault of the invaders. The ambitious Saracen was fired by the

eafe and importance of the attempt ; but the execution was delayed

till he had confulted the commander of the faithful ; and his mef-

fenger returned with the permiffion of Walid to annex the unknown

kingdoms of the Weft to the religion and throne of the caliphs. In

his refidence of Tangier, Mufa, with fecrecy and caution, continued

his correfpondence and haftened his preparations. But the remorfe

of the confpirators was foothed by the fallacious ail'urance that he

fhould content himfelf with the glory and fpoil, without afpiring to

eftablifh the Moflems beyond the fea that feparatcs Africa from

Europe "°.

Before

''° The Orientals, Elmacin, Abulphara- ly M. de Cardonne (Hift. de I'Afrique et de

gius, Abulfeda.pafs over the conqueftof Spain I'Efpagne fous la Domination des Arabes,

in filcncc, or with a iingle word. The text of Paris 1765, 3 vol. in jz™^. torn. i. p. ;,

—

Novairi, and the other Arabian writers, is ii4.)> and more concifely by M. de Guignes

ieprefenied, though with fome foreign alloy, (Hill, des Hun?, tom.i. p.3 ^7—350. ). The
librarian
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Before Mufa would truil an army of the faithful to the traitors CHAP
and infidels of a foreign land, he made a lefs dangerous trial of their

LI.

The firft

ftrength and veracity. One hundred Arabs, and four hundred Africans, defcent of

pafled over, in four veffels, from Tangier or Ceuta ; the place of their a.^d
"'',0

defcent on the oppofite ihore of the ftreight, is marked by the name '"'^"

of Tarif their chief; and the date of this memorable event'" is

fixed to the month of Ramadan, of the ninety-firft year of the He-

gira, to the month of July, feven hundred and forty- eight years-

from the Spaniih azra of Ciefar"\ feven hundred and ten after the

birth of Chrift. From their firft ftation, they marched eighteen miles

through an hilly country to the caftle and town of Julian''^ ; on

which (it is ftill called Algezire) they beftowed the name of the

Green iiland, from a verdant cape that advances into the fea. Their

hofpitable entertainment, the Chriftians who joined their ftandard

their inroad into a fertile and unguarded proAance, the richnefs of

librarian of the Efcurial has not fatisfied my
hopes: yet he appears to have fearched with

diligence his broken materials; and the

hiftory of the conqueil is illuftrated by feme

valuable fragments ^ genuine Razis (who

wrote at Corduba, A. H. 300), of Ben Hazil,

&c. See Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana, tom.ii,

p. 32. 105, ic6. 182.252.319—332. On
this occafion, the induftry of Pagi has been

aided by the Arabic learning of his friend the

Abbe de Longuerue, and to their joint la-

bours I am deeply indebted.

''' A miftake of Roderic of Toledo, in

comparing the lunar years of the Hegira with

the Julian years of the ^ra, has determined

Baronius, Mariana, and the crowd of Spaniih

hiftorians, to place the firft invafion in the

year 713, and the battle of Xeres in Novem-
ber 714. This anachronifm of three years,

has been dctefied by the more correft in-

duftry of modern chronoiogifts, above all, of

Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. p. 169. 171— 174.),

who have reilored the genuine date of the

revolution. At the prefent time, an Arabian
fcholar like Cardonne, who adopts the an-
cient error (torn. i. p. 75.), is inexcufably
ignorant or carelefs.

"* The ^ra of- Ca:far, which in Spain
was in legal and popular ufe till the xiv"'»

century, begins thirty-eight years before the

birth of Chrill. I would refer the orii^in to

the general peace by fea and land, which
confirmed the power and partition of the

Triumvirs (Dion Caflius, 1. xlviii. p. 547.-

553. Appian de Bell. Civil. 1. v. p. 1034»
eJit. fol.). Spain was a province of C-efar

Otiavian ; and Tarragona, which raifed the
firfi temple to Augullus (Tacit. Annal.i. 7S.),

might borrow from the Orientals this mode
of ri.ittery.

'" The road, the country, the old calllc

of count Julian, and the fuperftitious belief

of the Spaniards of hidden treafures, &c. are

defcribed by Fere Labat (Voyages en Efpagne
et en Italie, torn. i. p. ao7— 217.J with his

uiual pleafantry.

their
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their fpo'il, and the fafcty of their return, announced to their bre-

thren the moil favourable omens of vidory. In the enfuing

fpring, five thoufand veterans and volunteers were embarked under

t!ie command of Tarik, a daunllefs and fkilful foldier, who furpaflcd

the expe£lation of his chief; and the necefTary tranfports were pro-

Thelr focond vided by the induftry of their too faithful ally. The Saracens land-

A.D. 711, ed"* at the pillar or point of Europe ; the corrupt and familiar ap-

^" '

pellation of Gibraltar (Gebcl al Tarik) defcribes the mountain of

Tarik 3 and the intrenchments of his camp were the firfi: outline of

thofe fortifications, which, in the hands of our countrymen, have

refifted the art and power of the houfe of Bourbon. The adjacent

governors informed the court of Toledo of the defcent and progrefs

of the Arabs ; and the defeat of his lieutenant Edeco, who had been

commanded to feize and bind the prefumptnous ftrangers, adrao-

niihcd Roderic of the magnitude of the danger. At the royal fum-

mons, the dukes and counts, the bifliops and nobles of the Gothic

monarchy, affembled at the head of their followers ; and the title of

king of the Romans, which is employed by an Arabic hiftorian,

may be excufed by the clofe afliinity of language, religion, and man-

ners, between the nations of Spain. His army confified of ninety

or an hundred thoufimd men ; a formidable power, if their fidelity

and difciplinc had been adequate to their numbers. The troops of

Tarik had been augmented to twelve thoufand Saracens ; but the

Chriftian malecontents were attraded by the influence of Julian, and

a crowd of Africans moft greedily tafted the temporal bleifings of the

!nd viaory, Koran. In the neighbourhood of Cadiz, the town of Xercs "' has

July 19— 2$.

"* The Nubian geographer (p. 1 54 ) e::- gia) is only two leagues from Cadiz. In the

plains the topoj»raphy of the war; but it is xvi"' century it was a granary of corn; and the

highly incredible ihat the lieutenant of Mufa wine of Xeres is familiar to the nations of

/liould execute t'lc Jefperate and ufelefs mea- Europe (Lud. Nonii Hifpania, c. 13. p. 54—
fure of burni.ng his fliips. 56.3 work of correft and concife knowledge

;

'" Xeres (the Roman colony of Ada Re- d'Anville, Etits dc I'Europe, SiC. p. 154•)•

been
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been illuftrated by the encounter which determined the fate of the

kingdom ; the ftream of the Guadalete, which falls into the bay, di-

vided the two camps, and marked the advancing and retreating

ikirmiihes of three fucceffive and bloody days. On the fourth day,

the two armies joined a more ferious and decifive iiTue ; but Alaric

would have bluihed at the fight of his unworthy fucceiTor, fuftain-

ing on his head a diadem of pearls, incumbered with a flowing

robe of gold and filken embroidery, and reclining on a litter or

car of ivory drawn by two white mules. Notwithftanding the

valour of the Saracens, they fainted under the weight of multitudes,

and the plain of Xeres was overfpread with fixteen thoufand of their

dead bodies. " My brethren," faid Tarik to his furviving compa-

nions, " the enemy is before you, the fea is behind ; whither would

" ye fly ? Follow your general : I am refolved either to lofe my
*' life, or to trample on the proilrate king of the Romans." Be-

fides the refource of defpair, he confided in the fecret correfpondence

and nodurnal interviews of count JuHan, with the fons and the

brother of Witiza. The two princes and the archblihop of Toledo,

occupied the moft important poft : their well-timed defedlion broke

the ranks of the Chriftians ; each warrior was prompted by fear or

fuipicion to confult his perfonal fafety ; and the remains of the

Gothic army were fcattered or deftroyed in the flight and purfuit of

the three following days. Amidft the general diforder, Roderic

ftarted from his car, and mounted Orelia, the fleeteft of his horfes ;

but he efcaped from a foldier's death to periih more ignobly in the

waters of the Ecetis or Guadalquivir. His diadem, his robes, and

his courier, were found on the bank ; but as the body of the Gothic

prince v\-as 0 in the wave?, the pride and ignorance of the caliph

muft have been gratified with fome meaner head, which was expofed

in triumph before the palace of Damafcus. " And fuch," continues

Vol. V. 3 a valiant
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CHAP, a valiant hiftorian of the Arabs, " is the fate of thofe kings who
" withdraw themfelves from a field of battle

"'."

Count Julian had plunged fo deep into guilt and infamy, that his

only hope was in the ruin of his country. After the battle of Xeres

he recommended the moft effedlual meafures to the vidtorious Sara-

cen. " The king of the Goths is flain ; their princes have fled be-

" fore you, the army is routed, the nation is aftoniihed. Secure

*' with fuiEcicnt detachments the cities of Bcetica ; but in perfon,

" and without delay, march to the royal city of Toledo, and allow

" not the diftradled Chriftians either time or tranquillity for the

" eledion of a new monarch." Tarik Uftened to his advice. A
Roman captive and profelyte, who had been enfranchifed by the

caliph himfelf, aflaulted Cordova with feven hundred horfe : he

fwam the river, furprifed the town, and drove the Chriftians into

the great church, where they defended themfelves above three

months. Another detachment reduced the fea-coaft of Bcetica,

which in the laft period of the Mooriih power has comprifed in a

narrow fpace the populous kingdom of Grenada. The march of

Tarik from the Boetis to the Tagus'", was direded through the

Sierra Morena, that feparates Andalufia and Caftille, till he appeared

in arms under the walls of Toledo'''. The moft zealous of the Ca-

tholics

''* Id fane infortunii regibus pedem ex

acie referentibus fscpe contingit. Ben Hazil

of Grenada, in Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana,

torn. ii. p. 327• Some credulous Spaniards

believe ihat king Roderic, or Rodrigo, efcap-

ed to an hermit's cell; and others, that he

was caft alfve into a tub full of ferpents,

f;om whence he exclaimed, with a lamentable

Yoice, " they devour the part with which I

" have fo grievouily finned" (^Don Quixote,

pottii. 1. iii. c. >.)•

"' The direft road from Corduba to To-
ledo was meafured by Mr. Swinburne's mules

in 72 J hours; but a larger computation mull

be adopted for the flow and devious marches

of an army. The Arabs traverfed the province

of La Mancha, which the pen of Cervantes has

transformed into claflic ground to the readers

of every nation.

'" The antiquities of Toledo, Urbt Parta
in the Punic wars, Urhi Regia in the vi''' cen-

tury, arc briefly defcribcd by Nonius (Hif-

pania.
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tholics had efcaped with the relics of their faints ; and If the gates CHAP.
were ihut, it was only till the viitor had fubfcribed a fair and rca- > ,

'

fonable capitulation. The voluntary exiles were allowed to depart

with their efFedls ; feven churches were appropriated ,to the Chrif-

tian worihip ; the archbiihop and his clergy were at liberty to ex-

ercife their fundions, the monks to pradife or negleit their pe-

nance ; and the Goths and Romans were left in all civil and crimi-

nal cafes to the fubordinate jurifdidion of their own laws and

magiftrates. But if the juftice of Tarik protedled the Chriftians,

his gratitude and policy rewarded the Jews, to whofe fecret or open

aid he was indebted for his moft important acquifitions. Perfecuted

by the kings and fynods of Spain, who had often preiTed the alter-

native of baniihment or baptifm, that outcaft nation embraced the

moment of revenge : the comparifon of their paft and prefent ftate

was the pledge of their fidelity ; and the alliance between the dif-

ciples of Mofes and of Mahomet, was maintained till the final sera of

their common expulfion. From the royal feat of Toledo, the Ara-

bian leader fpread his conquefts to the north, over the modern realms

of Cailille and Leon ; but it is needlefs to enumerate the cities that

yielded on his approach, or again to defcribe the table of emerald ''%

tranfported from the Eaft by the Romans, acquired by the Goths

among the fpoils of Rome, and prefented by the Arabs to the throne

pania, c. 59. p. 181— 186.)• He borrows toni. i. p. 350.), that he had read and tran-

from VLodeiic the /aia/e fa/iitixm of Moondi fcribed Novairi; becaufe he was dead an

portraits; but modeftly infinuates, it was no hundred years before Novairi compofed. his

more than a Roman amphitheatre. hiftory. This miftake is founded on a ftill

'" In the Hiftoria Arabum (c. 9. p. 17. grofler error. M. de Guignes confounds the

ad calcem Elmacin), Roderic of Toledo de- hiftorian Roderic Ximenes archbiihop of To-
fcribes the emerald tables, and inferts the ledo in the xiii''' century, with cardinal Xi-

name of Medinat Almeyda in Arabic words menes who governed Spain in the beginning

and letters. He appears to be converfanc of the xvi"", and was the fubjeil, not the

with the Mahometan writers; but I cannot author, of hiftorical compofitions.

agree with M, de Guignes (Hift. des Huns,

3 2 of
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of Damafcus. Beyond the Afturian mountains, the maritime town

of Gijon was the term "° of the lieutenant of Mufa, who had per-

formed, with the fpeed of a traveller, his viQorious march, of feven

hundred miles, from the rock of Gibraltar to the bay of Bifcay.

The failure of land compelled him to retreat ; and he was recalled

to Toledo, to excufe his prefumption of fubduing a kingdom in the

abfence of his general. Spain, which, in a more favage and dif-

orderly ftate, had refifted, two hundred years, the arms of the Ro-

mans, was overrun in a few months by thofe of the Saracens ; and

fuch was the eagernefs of fubmiflion and treaty, that the governor

of Cordova is recorded as the only chief who fell, without condi-

tions, a prifoner into their hands. The caufe of the Goths had

been irrevocably judged in the field of Xeres ; and, in the national

difmay, each part of the monarchy declined a conteft with the an-

tagonift who had vanquifhed the united ftrength of the whole "'.

That ftrength had been wafted by two fucceffive feafons of famine

and peftilence ; and the governors, who were impatient to furrender,

might exaggerate the difficulty of colleding the provifions of a fiege.

To difarm the Chriftians, fuperftition likewife contributed her ter-

rors : and the fubtle Arab encouraged the report of -dreams, omens,

and prophecies, and of the portraits of the deftined conquerors of

Spain, that were difcovered on breaking open an apartment of the

royal palace. Yet a fpark of the vital flame was ftill alive : fome in-

vincible fugitives preferred a life of poverty and freedom in the

Afturian vallies ; the hardy mountaineers repulfed the flaves of the

"" Tarik might have infcribed on the laft dreiTed did not anAver with the fpirit of

rock, the boall of Regnard and his compa- Pelagius : Omnis Hifpania dudum fub uno

nions in their Lapland journey, " Hie tan- regimine Gothorum, omnis exercitus Hif-

" dem ftctimus, nobis ubi defuit orbis." panix in uno congregatus Ifmaelitarum non

'•' Such was the argument of the traitor valuit fuftincre irapetum. Chron. Alphonfi

Oppas, and every chief to whom ic was ad- Regis, apud Pagi, tom.iii. p. 177.

caliph

;
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caliph ; and the Iword of Pelagius has been transformed into the

fceptre of the Catholic kings'".

On the intelHgence of this rapid fuccefs, the applaufe of Mufa Conqueft of

degenerated into envy; and he began, not to complain, but to fear, ^,^^
that Tarik would leave him nothing to fubdue. At the head of ten

^'^'
^" 712, 713.

thoufand Arabs and eight thoufand Africans, he paiTed over in per-

fon from Mauritania to Spain : the firil of his companions were the

nobleft of the Koreiih ; his eldeft fon was left in the command of

Africa ; the three younger brethren were of an age and fpirit to

fecond the boldeft enterprifes of their father. At his landing in

Algezire, he was refpedlfully entertained by count Julian, who
ftifled his inward remorfe, and teftified, both in words and adions,

that the vidlory of the Arabs had not impaired his attachment to

their caufe. Some enemies yet remained for the fword of Mufa.

The tardy repentance of the Goths had compared their own num-
bers and thofe of the invaders ; the cities from which the march of

Tarik had declined, confidered themfelves as impregnable j and the

braveft patriots defended the fortifications of Seville and Merida.

They were fucceflively befieged and reduced by the labour of Mufa,

who tranfported his camp from the Boctis to the Anas, from the

Guadalquivir to the Guadiana. When he beheld the works of Ro-

man magnificence, the bridge, the aqueducts, the triumphal arches,

and the theatre, of the ancient metropolis of Lufitania, " I ihould

" imagine," faid he to his four companions, " that the human race

" muft have united their art and power in the foundation of this

" city : happy is the man who ihall become its mailer !" He afpired

to that happinefs, but the Etneritafis fuflained on this occafion the

honour of their defcent from the veteran legionaries of Auguftus "'.

Difdaining

"' The revival of the Gothic kingdom in "' The honourable relics of the Canta-

the Afturias is diftinftly though concirely no- brian war (Dion Caffius, 1. liii. p. 720.)

iicedbyd'Anville(Etatsdcl'Europe,p.j59.). were planted in this metropolis of Lufitania,

perhapt
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CHAP. Dlfdalning the confinement of their walls, they gave battle to the

*-*^Y^—' Arabs on the plain ; but an ambufcade rifing from the ihelter of a

quarry, or a ruin, chaftifed their indifcretion and intercepted their

return. The wooden turrets of affault were rolled forwards to the

foot of the rampart ; but the defence of Merida was obftinate and

long ; and the of the viartyrs v/as a perpetual teftimony of-the

lofles of the Moflems. The conftancy of the befieged was at length

fubdued by famine and defpair ; and the prudent vidor difguifcd his

impatience under the names of clemency and efteem. The alterna-

tive of exile or tribute was allowed ; the churches were divided be-

tween the two religions ; and the wealth of thofe who had fallen in

the fiege, or retired to Gallicia, was confifcated as the reward of the

faithful. In the midway between Merida and Toledo, the lieu-

tenant of Mufa faluted the vicegerent of the caliph, and conduded

him to the palace of the Gothic kings. Their firll interview was

cold and formal : a rigid account was exadted of the treafures of

Spain : the charadler of Tarik was expofed to fufpicion and obloquy;

and the hero was imprifoned, reviled, and ignominioufly fcourged

by the hand, or the command, of Mufa. Yet fo ftridt was the dif-

-cipline, fo pure the zeal, or fo tame the fpirit, of the primitive Mof-

lems, that, after this public indignity, Tarik could ferve and be

truiled in the redudion of the Tarragonefe province. A mofch was

ereded at SaragoiTa, by the liberality of the Koreiih : the port of

Barcelona was opened to the veiFels of Syria ; and the Goths were

purfued beyond the Pyrenean mountains into their Gallic province of

Septimania or Languedoc "*. In the church of St. Mary at Car-

caflbne,

perhaps of Spain (fubmittit cui tota fuos tiam delapfa eft et prxter prifcx claritatis

Hifpania fafces). Nonius (Hifpania, c. 31. p. ruinas nihil oftendit.

io6— 1 10.) enumerates the ancient ftrrdlures, "* Both the interpreters of Novairi, de

but concludes with a figh : Urbs hxc olim Guignes (Hill, des Huns, torn. i. p. 349. ) and

nobiliffima ad magnam incolarum infrequen- Cardonne (Hift, de I'Afrique etdcl'Efpagne,

torn.
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moft ferious, on the part of the high migh mightinefles,

againft fuch proceedings, were to no purpofe ; and it

was in vain that we demanded, in the itrongeil manner,

the treaty of commerce which fubfifted between England
and the republic. By ihis trearfy the rights and Hberties

of the neutral flag were clearly defined and itated. The
fubjeds of Great Britain had enjoyed the full advantage
of this treaty in the firft and the only cafe, in which ir

pleafed the court of London to remain neuter, while

the republic was at war. At prefent, in the reciprocal

cafe, cannot, without the greateft injuitice, refufe the en-

joyment of the fame advantages to the republic• And as

little as his Britannic majeity had a right to take away

the advantageous efFed of this treaty, from their high

mightineiTes, as little foundation had he to pretend to turn

them from a neutrality which they had embraced ; and

to force them to plunge themfelves into a war, the caufes

of which had an immediate relation to rights and pofief-

fions of his Britannic majefty, originating without the

limits of defenfive treaties. And, neverthelefs, it was

this treaty which his majefty, from the commencement of

:he troubles with the crown of France, made no fcruple

S^Sto infringe and violate. The contraventions and infrac-

tions of this treaty on the part of Great Britain, and the

^ arbitrary decifions of the courts of juitice of that king-

dom, direflly contrary to the exprefs fanftion of this fame

treaty, multiplied from day to day. The merchant vef-

fels of the republic, became the innocent viclims of exac-

tions and accumulated violences of the Engiifn men oi

war and privateers. Not content with this, even the flag

of the fl:ate was not fpared, but openly infulted and out-

raged, by the hoitile attack of the convoy, under the

rv^^'^-Ncommand of the rear admiral the comte dc Bybnd.

—

The flirongeft reprefentations on the part of the Rate to

his Britannic majefty, were ufeiefs. The veflels taken

from this convoy were declared lawful prizes ; and this

infult committed againit the flag of the republic was foon

followed by the open violation of its neutral territory,

i'Gthia Europe and America. We ihall con.tentourfdvas

s6

\

V,

75

p.
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to cite two examples of it. At the ifland of St. Martins,

the veiTels of his Britannic niajefty attacked and took by

force, feveral veflels which were in the road, under the

cannon of the fortrefs, where, according to the inviolable

law of nations, thefe veflels ought to have found a fafe

afyluni. The infolences committed by an Engliih armed

veiTel, upon the coaft of the republic, near the ifland of

Goedereede, furnifli a fecond example of thefe violences.

Thefe infolences were pufhed to fuch a degree that fev-

eral inhabitants of the ifland, who vere upon the Ihore

where they ought to have thought themfelves fheltered

from all infult, were expofed by the fire of this veifel to

the moft iminent danger, which they could not avoid, but

by retiring into the interior part of the ifland. Unheard

of proceedings, for which the republic, notwithilanding

the flirongeft »."id beft founded reprefentations, has not

been able to obtain the fmalleil fatisfaction.

While aflairs were thus in a fituation, which left to

tlieir high mightineflies, no other alternative, but to fee

the navigation and the commerce of their fubje£ls upon

which depend the profperity or the ruin of the republic,

wholly annihilated, or to come to violent meafures againil

their ancient friend and ally. The magnanimous heart

of her majefly the emprefs of Ruflia, engaged her to invite

the republic with equal afteftion and huniauity, to take

meafures the moff jufl:, and entirely conformable to the

treaties which fubfill between them and the other powers,

.o the end, to defend and maintain, conjointly with her

mperial majeily, and the other powers of the north, the

orivileges and immunities, which the law of nations, and

the moft folemn treaties aflTure to the neutral flag. This

invitation could not but be infinitely agreeable to their

high mightinefl'es, confidering that it offered them a means

of eftablifliing the proteftion of the commerce of their

fubjefts upon the moil folid foundations ; and opened a

way to place their independence in fafety from all infrac-

tion, without derogating in the leafl: from the alliances

contracted both with his Britannic majefl:y, and with the

other belligevent powers.

perhaps

Hifpania;
'

106—IK
but concl

nobiliffima

.Ji•



411
tion to hinder the jaid armed ir
felf with warlike ibres

; and In o" T™ P'^viding her-
the road as foon ^ po/iible Ivhi ?'^ "P°" her to que
gerthan the timeabfolute/; ZllZ'T'"''''^ ^^ere lin.
ages Aiffered af^•^ > ...... ii^f^^^y to repair the dam
in cafe of. longer delay, w^fifrmm^L^.^ „^ .

'^^aam.

his departure; to which end the officer of tfie'to-S-ihnf

manding atrhe faid road, took care to make the requihte

difpofitions, whereof this armed veflel had fcarcely time

to prevent the cfi'efts.

In regard to what has pafled in the other parts of the

world, the informations which their high mightinelles have

received from time to time, from the Eail Indies, are di-.

reftly oppofite to thofe which appear to hare come under

the eyes of his Britannic majelly. The repeated com-

plaints which the diredtors of the Kaft India company

have addrefled to their high mightinefles, and which the

love of peace has made them ftifle in their bofoms, are

inconteftable proofs of it. And the meafures taken with

regard to the Weft Indies, enumerated heretofore, ought

to ferve in all times, as an irrefragable proof of the imcer-

ity, the zeal, and the attention, with which their high

mightinefles have taken it to heart to maintain in thofe

countries, the molt exact and the mod ftrict neutrality.

And their high mightineifes have never been able to dif-

coverthe fmalieft legal proof, of any iufraalion of their or-

ders in this refpect.

As to what concerns the project of an eventual treaty

of commerce with North America, conceived by a mem-

ber of the government of the province of Holland, with-

out any public authority ; and the memorials prefented

upon this fubjed by fir Jofeph Yorke, the affair happened

in the following manner : As foon as the ambaHador had

prefented the memorial of the icth of November of the

laft year, tteir high mightinefles, without flopping at ex-

preifions, little fuitable among fovereigns with which this

memorial was filled, did not delay to commence a delib-

eration the moft ferious upon this fubjeCl ;
«nd it v.ae by

'heir refolution of -the 2jih of the fame month, that they
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publicly, all

,•. r hefitate to difavow and to ^i w ^^^^^ ^^^^

haveacquielcedm^^^ ^^-'-shimefff/that u\vas to the
Itates of the province of Holland to whom, as cloathed
like the ftates of the other provinces, with a fovereign and ^
exclufive authority over their fubjefts, ought to be reniit-

^
ted an affair relatively to which, their high mightineifes

had no reafon to doubt that the ftates of the faid province

would aft, according to the exigency of the cafe, and
conformably to the laws of the ftate and the rules of

equity. The earneftnefs, with which fir Jofeph Yorke
infifted by a fecond memorial, upon the article of the pun-
iihment, cannot therefore, but appear very ftrange to their

high mightineifes. And their furprife increafed (lill more
when, three days afterwards, this ambaifador declared

verbally to the prcfident of their high mightinefles, that if

he did not receive that day an anfwer entirely fatisfaftory

to his memorial, he ihould be obliged to inform his court

of it by exprefs. Their high mightineifes, informed of

this declaration, penetrated the importance of it as man-
ifefting vifibly the meafure already refolved in the counfel

of the king : and although the eftabliihcd cuftoms admit ^
:{

not of deliberations, upon verbal declarations of foreign

minifters, they judged it neverthelefs, proper to depart

from them upon this occafion, and to order their fecre-

tary to wait on fir Jofeph Yorke, and give him to under-

fland that his memorial had been taken ad referendum,

by the deputies of the refpedive provinces, conformably

to received ufages, and to the conftitution of the govern- '~\

ment, adding what appears to have been omitted with '"^

defign in the manifefto, that they v/ould endeavor to '~"^

complete an anfwer to his memorial, as foon as poiTible, -^
and as foon as the conftitu tion of the government would ^ -^,

permit. Accordingly a few days after the deputies of p^
Holland, iir- d 10 the alTembly of their high mighti>N.

peffes that t\ V itates of their province had unanimouily re- V ^

Va

A
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caiTone, Mufa found, but it is improbable that he left, feveti equeftrian chap.
ftatues of maffy filver ; and from his term or column of Narbonne, < r~-J

he returned on his footfteps to the Gallician and Lufitanian fliores

of the ocean. During the abfence of the father, his fon Abdelaziz

chaftifed the infurgents of Seville, and reduced, from Malaga to Va-

lentia, the fea-coaft of the Mediterranean : his original treaty with

the difcreet and valiant Theodemir
'^^

will reprefent the manners and

policy of the times. " 'The conditions of peace agreed and/worn

" between Abdelaziz, the fon of Mtfa, the fon of Naffir, and Theo-

" dcmir, prince of the Goths. In the name of the moil merciful

" God, Abdelaziz makes peace on thefe conditions : that Theode-

" mir ihall not be difturbed in his principality ; nor any injury be

*' offered to the life or property, the wives and children, the reli-

" gion and temples, of the Chriftians : that Theodemir ihall freely

*• deliver his feven cities, Orihuela, Valentola, AHcant, Mola, Vaca-

" fora, Bigerra (now Bejar), Ora (or Opta), and Lorca : that he

" ihall not aflift or entertain the enemies of the caliph, but ihall

" faithfully communicate his knowledge of their hoftile defigns r

" that himfelf, and each of the Gothic nobles, ihall annually pay

" one piece of gold, four meafures of wheat, as many of barley,

" with a certain proportion of honey, oil, and vinegar; and that

" each of their vaiTals ihall be taxed at one moiety of the faid impo-

" fttion. Given the fourth of Regeb, in the year of the Hegira

tom.i. p. 93,94. 104, 10;.), lead Mufa into his territories of IVIurcia and Carthagena retain

the Narbonnefe Gaul. But I find no mention in the Nubian geographer Edrifi (p. 154.

of this enterprife either in Roderic of Toledo, 161 .) the name of Tadmir (d'Anville, Etats-

or the MSS. of ihe Efcurial, and the invafion de I'Europe, p. 156. Pagi, torn. iii. p. 174.).

of the Saracens is poUponed by a French chro- In the prefent decay of Spaniih agriculture,

nicletillthei\"'yearaftertheconqueftofSpain, Mr. Swinburne (Travels into Spain, p. 119.)

A. D. 721 (Pagi Cri[ica,tom.iii. p. 177. 195. furveyed with pleafure the delicious valley

Hilloriansof France.tom.iii.). I much quef- from Murcia to Orihuela, four leagues and
tion whether Mufa ever pafl'ed the Pyrenees. a half of the fineft corn, pulfe, lucern,

•" Four hundred years after Theodemir, oranges, &c.

14 " ninety-
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' ninety-four, and fubfcribed with the names of four Mufulman
' witnefles "°." Theodemir and his fubjeits were treated with un-

common lenity ; but the rate of tribute appears to have fludtuated

from a tenth to a fifth, according to the fubmiifion or obftinacy of

the Chriftians '". In this revolution, many partial calamities

were inflided by the carnal or religious paflions of the enthufiafts

:

feme churches were profaned by the new worihip ; fome relics or

images were confounded with idols: the rebels were put to the

fword ; and one town (an obfcure place between Cordova and Se-

ville) was razed to its foundations. Yet if we compare the invafion

of Spain by the Goths, or its recovery by the kings of Caftllle and

Arragon, we muft applaud the moderation and difcipline of the

Arabian conquerors.

Difgraceof The exploits of Mufa were performed in the evening of life,

A. D.'7i4. though he aifeded to difguife his age by colouring with a red

powder the whitenefs of his beard. But in the love of adion and

glory, his breaft was ilill fired with the ardour of youth ; and the

pofleflion of Spain was confidered only as the firft ftep to the mo-

narchy of Europe. With a powerful armament by fea and land,

he was preparing to repafs the Pyrenees, to extinguifli in Gaul and

Italy the declining kingdoms of the Franks and Lombards, and to

preach the unity of God on the altar of the Vatican. From thence,

"° See the treaty in Arsbic and Latin, mans, of the territory of Conimbra in Por-

jn the Bibliothcca Arabico-Hlfpana, tom.ii. tugal. The tax of the churches is fixed at

p. 105, ic6. It is figned the 4''' of the month twenty-five pounds of gold ; of the monafte-

ciRegeb, A. H. 94. the 5••' of April, A.D. rics, fifty; of the cathedrals, one hundred:

713, a date which feems to prolong the re- the ChrilHans are judged by their count, but

ftftance of Theodemir and the government in capital cafes he mull confult the alcaide,

of Mufa. The church doors muft be fliut, and they
'" From the hidory of Sandovil, p. 87. mull rcfpeil the name of Mahomet. I have

Flfury (Hill. Ecclef. tom.ix. p. 261.) has not the original before me ; it would confirm

given the fubllance of another treaty con- or detlroy a dark fufpicion, tha: the piece ha»

claded A.JE.C 7S2. A.D. 734, between been forged to introduce the immunity of a

an Arabian chief, and the Goths and Ro- neighbouring convent.

1

8

fubduing
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iubduing the Barbarians of Germany, he propofed to follow the' CHAP,
courfe of the Danube from its fource to the Euxine fea, to over- _ , __r

throw the Greek or Roman empire of Conftantinople, and returning

from Europe to Afia, to unite his new acquifitions with Antioch

and the provinces of Syria '^'. But his vaft enterprife, perhaps of

eafy execution, muft have feemed extravagant to vulgar minds ; and

the vifionary conqueror was foon reminded of his dependence and

fervltud^. The friends of Tarik had efteitually ftated his fervices

and wrongs : at the court of Damafcus, the proceedings of Mufa
were blamed, his intentions were fufpefted, and his delay in com-

plying with the firft invitation was chaftifed by an hariher and

more peremptory fummons. An intrepid meflenger of the caliph

entered his camp at Lugo in Gallicia, and in the prefence of the

Saracens and Chriilians arrefted the bridle of his horfe. His own

loyalty, or that of his troops, inculcated the duty of obedience : and

his difgrace was alleviated by the recal of his rival, and the permif-

iion of invefting with his two governments his two fons, Abdallah

and Abdelaziz. His long triumph from Ceuta to Damafcus dis-

played the fpoils of Afric and the treafures of Spain : four hundred

Gothic nobles, with gold coronets and girdles, were diftinguiflied in

his train ; and the number of male and female captives, felefted

for their birth or beauty, was computed at eighteen, or even at

thirty, thoufand perfons. As foon as he reached Tiberias in Pa-

leftine, he was apprifed of the ficknefs and danger of the caliph,

by a private meifage from Soliman, his brother and prefumptive

heir ; who wiihed to referve for his own reign, the fpedacle of

vidory. Had Walid recovered, the delay of Mufa would have

'^' This defign, which is attefted by /e-veral with that of Cifar, to conquer the Eaft, and

Arabian hiilorians (Cardonne, torn. i. p. 95, return home by the North : and all three are

96.), may be compared with that of Mithri- perhaps furpalled by the real and fuccefsful

dates, to march from the Crimsa to Rome; or enterprife of Hannibal.

Vol. V. 3 C been
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been criminal : he purfued his march, and found an enemy on the

throne. In his trial before a partial judge, againft a popular anta-

gonift, he was convidled of vanity and falfehood ; and a fine of two

hundred thoufand pieces of gold either exhaufted his poverty or

proved his rapacioufnefs. The unworthy treatment of Tarik was

revenged by a fimilar indignity ; and the veteran commander, after

a public whipping, ftood a whole day in the fun before the palace

gate, till he obtained a decent exile, under the pious name of a pil-

grimage to Mecca. The refentment of the caliph might have been

fatiated with the ruin of Mufa ; but his fears demanded the extirpa-

tion of a potent and injured family. A fentence of death was inti-

mated with fecrecy and fpeed to the trufty fervants of the throne

both in Africa and Spain ; and the forms, if not the fubftance, of

juftice were fuperfeded in this bloody execution. In the mofch or

palace of CordoA'a, Abdelaziz was flain by the fwords of the con-

fpirators ; they accufed their governor of claiming the honours of

royalty ; and his fcandalous marriage with Egilona, the widow of

Roderic, offended the prejudices both of the Chriftians and Moflem^.

By a refinement of cruelty, the head of the fon was prefented to

the father with an infulting queftion, whether he acknowledged the

features of the rebel ? " 1 know his features," he exclaimed with

indignation :
" I affert his innocence ; and I imprecate the iamc, a

" juiler, fate, againft the authors of his death." The age and de-

fpair of Mul'a raifed him above the power of kings ; and he expired

at Mecca of the anguilh of a broken heart. His rival was more

favourably treated : his fervices were forgiven ; and Tarik was per-

mitted to mingle with the crowd of ilaves "'. I am ignorant whe-

ther

'" I much regret our lofs, or my Ig- Exploits of Tarik. Of tliefe authentic piece»,

norance, of two Arabic works of the viii'*' the former was compofed by a grandCon of

century, a Life of Mufa, and a Poem on the Mufa, who had efcaped from the mailacre of

hii
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ther count Julian was rewarded with the death which he deferved CHAP.
Ll.

indeed, though not from the hands of the Saracens j but the tale of f

their ingratitude to the fons of Witiza is difproved by the moil

unqueftionable evidence. The two royal youths were reinftated in

the private patrimony of their father ; but on the deceafe of Eba

the elder, his daughter was unjuilly defpoiled of her portion by the

violence of her uncle Sigebut. The Gothic maid pleaded her caufe

before the caliph Haihem, and obtained the reftitution of her inhe-

ritance ; but ihe was given in marriage to a noble Arabian, and

their two fons, Ifaac and Ibrahim, were received in Spain with the

confideration that was due to their origin and riches.

A province is aifimilated to the vidlorious ftate by the Introdudion Prorperityof

r • ' ' r • • r • , - , . Spain under• Itrangers and the imitative Ipint 01 the natives ; and Spain, which the Arabt.

had been fucceflively tindured with Punic, and Roman, and Gothic

blood, imbibed, in a few generations, the name and manners of the

Arabs. The firft conquerors, and the twenty fucceflive lieutenants of

the caliphs, were attended by a numerous train of civil and military

followers, who preferred adiftant fortune to a narrow home : the pii-

Tate and public intereft was promoted by the eftabliihment of faithful

colonies ; and the cities of Spain were proud to commemorate the

tribe or country of their Eaftern progenitors. The vidorious

though motley bands of Tarik and Mufa aflerted, by the name of

Spaniards, their original claim of conqueft
; yet they allowed their

brethren of Egypt to ihare their eftabliihments of Murcia and Lif-

bon. The royal legion of Damafcus was planted at Cordova ; that

of Emefa at Seville ; that of Kinnifrin or Chalcis at Jaen ; that of

Paleftine at Algezire and Medina Sidonia. The natives of Yemen
and Perfia wbre fcattered round Toledo and the inland country ; and

his kindred; the latter, by the Vizir of the the conqueror (Bibliot. Arabico-Hilpana,

£rll Abdalrahman caliph of Spain, who might torn. ii. p• 36. 139.).

kave converfed with feme of the veterans of

3 C 2 th€
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C HAP. ^}^Q fertile feats of Grenada were beftowed on ten thoufand liorfemeii

*
>,

' of Syria and Irak, the children of the pureft and moil noble of the

Arabian tribes "'\ A fpirit of emulation, fometimes beneficial, more

frequently dangerous, was nouriflied by thefe hereditary fadions.

Ten years after the conqueft, a map of the province was prcfented to

the caliph : the feas, the rivers, and the harbours, the inhabitants and

cities, the climate, the foil, and the mineral produdlions of the

earth '°'. In the fpace of two centuries, the gifts of nature were

improved by the agriculture "\ the manufadlures, and the commerce

of an induftrious people ; and the efieds of their diligence have

been magnified by the idlenefs of their fancy. The firft of the Om-

miades who reigned in Spain folicited the fupport of the Chriftians

;

and, in his edidl of peace and proteftion, he contents himfelf with a

modeft impofitlon of ten thoufand ounces of gold, ten thoufand

pounds of filver, ten thoufand horfes, as many mules, one thoufand

cuiraifes, with an equal number of helmets and lances '". The moil

•»° Eibliot. Arab. Hifpana, tom.ii. p. 32. the authors quoted, Arabs, as well as Greeks,

252. The' former of thefe quotations is Latins, &c. ; but it is much if the Andalu.

taken from a Bicgra^hia Hij}ai:ica, by an fian faw thefe ftrangers through the medium
Arabian of Valentia (fee the copious Ex- of his countryman Columella (Cafiri, Bibliot.

traftscf Cafiri, tom.ii. p. 30—121.); and Arabico-Hifpana, torn. i. p. 3:3—338.).
the latter from a general Chronology of the '«cibHot. Arabico-Hifpana, tom.ii.
Caliphs, and of the African and Spanilh p. jq^. Cafiri tranflates the original tefti-

Dynaflies, with a particular Hillory of the mony of the hiilorian Rafis, as it is alleged

Kingdom of Grenada, of which Cafiri has in the Arabic Biographia Hifpanica, pars ix.

given almoll an entire verfion (Bibliot. Ara- But I am moll exceedingly furprifed at the

bico-Hifpans, tom. ii. p. 177—319•)• The addrefs, Principibusca;terifqueChrift-anisHif-

author, Ebn Khateb, a native of Grenada, panis fuisCrt/7i//<r. The nameof CallellK was

and a contemporary of Novairi and Abulfeda unknown in the !'*" century ; the kingdom
(born A. D. 1313. died A. D. 1374), was was not crciled till the year 1012, an hun-

an hiftorian, geographer, phyfician, poet, cVc. dred years after the time of Rafis {Bibliot.

(tom.ii. p.71—72.). tom.ii. p. 330.), and the appellation was
'9' Caidonne, Hift. de I'Afrique et de always exprefllve, not of a tributary province,

I'Efpagne, tom. i. p. 116, 117. but of a line of cafles independent of the

'** A copious treatife of huibandry, by an Moorilh yoke (d'Anville, Etats de I'Europe,

Arabian of Seville, in the '•* century, is p. 166— »70.). Had Cafiri been a critic, he

in the Efcurial library, and Cafiri had fome would have cleared a difficulty, perhaps of

thoughts of iranflating it. He gives 3 lill of his own making,

7 powerful
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powerful of his fucceflbrs derived from the fame kingdom the an- CHAP,
nual tribute of twelve millions and forty-five thoufand dinars or -.- .j»

pieces of gold, about fix millions of fterling money '^*
; a fuiu

which, in the tenth century, moft probably furpafied the united re-

venues of th.e Chriftian monarchs. His royal feat of Cordova con-

tained fix hundred mofchs, nine hundred baths, and two hundred

thoufand houfes : he gave laws to eighty cities of the firft, to three

hundred of the fecond and third order ; and the fertile banks of the

Guadalquivir were adorned with tw^elve thouiluid villages and ham-

lets. The Arabs might exaggerate the truth, but they created and

they defcribe the mofl: profperous ccra of the riches, the cultivation,

and the populoufnefs of Spain '".

The wars of the Moilems were fandlified by the prophet ; but, Religious

1 • 1 1 r 1 • i-r 1 .. •.
toleration,

among the various precepts and examples 01 his lire, the cahpns

feleiled the leifons of toleration that might tend to difarni the re-

fiftance of the unbelievers. Arabia was the temple and patrimony

of the God of Mahomet ; but he beheld with lefs jealoufy and affec-

tion the nations of the earth. The polytheifts and idolaters who

were ignorant of his name, might be lawfully extirpated by his vo-

taries
'^"

; but a wife policy fupplied the obligation of juilice; and

after

'"* Cardonne, torn. i. p. 337, 338. He to the number of mdcccli, are judlciouily

computes the revenue at 1^0,000,000 of claiTed by the editor, and his copious extrafts

French livres. The entire picture of peace throw fame light on the Mahometan litera-

ard profperity relieves the bloody uniformity ture and hillory of Spain. Thefe relics are

of the Mooriih annals. now fecure, but the taHc has been fupinely
'" I am happy enough to poiTefs a fplendid delayed, till in the year 1671 a fire confumed

and inierelling work, which has only been the greatert part of the Efcurial library, lich

diftributed in prefents by the court of Madrid : in the fpoils of Grenada and Morocco.

BibliothecaArabico-HifpanaEfcuriaUnlis, opera ^^^ \\. Harhii, as they are llyled, qui

et fiudio Mnhaelis Cafiri, Syro Maronitig. tolerari nequeunt, are, i. Thofe who, ^;/iV/«

Matriti, in folio, tomus prior, 1760. tomus God, worfhip the fun, moon, or idols.

pofierior, I770. The execution of this work 2. Atheifts. Utrique, quamdiu princeps ali-

does honour to the Spanilh prefsj the MSS. quis inter Mohammedanos fupereft oppugnari

debent
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after fome ads of intolerant zeal, the Mahometan conquerors of

H'lndoftan have fpared the pagods of that devout and populous coun-

try. The difclples of Abraham, of Mofes, and of Jefus, were fo-

lemnly invited to accept the more perfect revelation of Mahomet

;

but if they preferred the payment of a moderate tribute, they were

Propagation entitled to the freedom of confcience and religious woriliip'". In a

ifm. field of battle, the forfeit lives of the prifoners were redeemed by

the profeifion of ; the females were bound to embrace the reli-

gion of their mailers, and a race of fmcere profelytes was gradually

multiplied by the education of the infant captives. But the millions

of African and Afiatic converts, who fwelled the native band of the

faithful Arabs, muft have been allured, rather than conilrained, to

declare their belief in one God and the apoille of God. By the

repetition of a fentence and the lofs of a foreikin, the fubjeft or the

flave, the captive or the criminal, arofc in a moment the free and

equal companion of the vidorious Moflems. Every fm was ex-

piated, every engagement was diifolved : the vow of celibacy was

fuperfeded by the indulgence of nature ; the a£live fpirits who flept

in the cloifter were awakened by the trumpet of the Saracens ;

and in the convulfion of the world, every member of a new fociety

afcended to the natural level of his capacity and courage. The

minds of the multitude were tempted by the invifible as well as

temporal bleflings of the Arabian prophet ; and charity will hope

that many of his profelytes entertained a ferious conviftion of the

truth and fandity of his revelation. In the eyes of an inquifitive

debent donee religionem ampleftantur, ncc and a tolerated feft, between the Harhii and

requies lis concedenda eft, nee pretium ac- the People of the Book, the believers in fome

ceptandum pro obtinenda confcicnti.T liber- divine revelation is correftly defined in the

tate (Reland, Diflertat. x. de Jure Militari converfation of the caliph Al Mamun with

Mohammedan, torn. iii. p. 14.) : A rigid the idolaters or Saba:ans of Charra:. Hot-

theory! linger, Hift. Orient, p. 107, 108.

'" The diftinflion between a profcribed

() polytheift,
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polytheift, it muft appear worthy of the human and the divine na- CHAP,
ture. More pure than the fyilem of Zoroafter, more liberal than '—-v-—

»

the law of Mofes, the religion of Mahomet might feem lefs incon-

fiftent with reafon, than the creed of myftery and fuperftition, which,

in the feventh century, difgraced the fimplicity of the gofpel.

In the extenfive provinces of Perfia and Africa, the national reli- f"^" °^ ''^*

. /• . .
Magians of

gion has been eradicated by the Mahometan faith. The ambiguous Perfia.

theology of the Magi ftood alone among the fedls of the Eail : but

the profane writings of Zoroafter '°* might, under the reverend name

of Abraham, be dextrouily connedted with the chain of divine reve-

lation. Their evil principle, the daemon Ahriman, might be repre-

fented as the rival or as the creature of the God of light. The tem-

ples of Perfia were devoid of images ; but the worihip of the fun

and of fire might be ftigmatized as a grofs and criminal idolatry '".

The milder fentiment was confecrated by the pradice of "° Mahomet

and the prudence of the caliphs ; the Magians or Ghebers were

ranked with the Jews and Chriftians among the people of the Mait-

ten law "'
; and as late as the third century of the Hegira, the city

of

•»' The Zend orPazend, the bible of the '^' The Arabian Nights, a faithful and
Ghebers, is reckoned by themfelves, or at amufing pidlure of the Oriental world, re-

lead by the Mahometans, among the ten prefent in the moil odious colours the Ma-
books which Abraham received from heaven; gians, or worlhippers of fire, to whom they

and their religion is honourably llyled the attribute the annual facrifice of a Mufulman.
religion of Abraham (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. The religion of Zoroafter has not the leail

Orient, p. 701.; Hyde, deReligione veterum affinity with that of the Hindoos, yet they

Perfarum, c. iii. p. 27, 28, &c.). Imuchfear are often confounded by the Mahometans;
that we do not poflefs any pure and free de- and the fword of Timour was (liarpened by
fcription of the fyftem of Zoroafter. Dr. this mlftake (Hift. de Timour Bee, par Che-
Prideaux (Connedlion, vol. i. p. 300. oflavo) refeddin Ali Yezdi, l.v).

adopts the opinion, that he had been the *"" Vie de Mahomet, par Gagnier, torn. iii.

flave and fcholar of fome Jewi(h prophet in p. 114, iic.

the captivity of Babylon. Perhaps the Per- «' Hx tres fefts, Judsi, Chriftiani, et

fians, who have been the raafters of the Jews, qui inter Perfas Magorum inftitutis aJdifti

would affert the honour, a poor honour, of Aint, ^'^, /«/«// ^;•/ dicuntur (Relar.d,

being //.!«> mafters. Di/Tertat. torn, iii, p. 15.). The caliph Al

Mamun
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C A P. of Herat will afford a lively contrail of private zeal and public tole-

u —>-i~^ ration"*. Under the payment of an annual tribute, the Mahometan

law fecurcd to the Ghebers of Herat, their civil and religious liber-

ties : but the recent and humble mofch was overihadovved by the

antique fplendour of the adjoining temple of fire. A fanatic Imam

tleplored, in his fermons, the fcandalous neighbourhood, and ac-

cufcd the weaknefs or indifference of the faithful. Excited by his

voice, the people aiTembled in tumult ; the two houfes of prayer

were confumed by the flames, but the vacant ground was im-

mediately occupied by the foundations of a new mofch. Tlie

injured Magi appealed to the fovcreign of Chorafan ; he promifed

jufticc and relief; when, behold! four thoufand citizens of Herat,

of a grave charader and mature age, unanimoufly fwore that the

idolatrous fane had never exifled ; the inquifition was filenced, and

their confcience was fatisfied (fays the hiftorian Mirchond) "^ with

this holy and meritorious perjury "*. But the greateft part of the

Mamun confirms this honourable diilinilion

in favour of the three fefls, with the vague

and equivocal religion of the Sabsans, under

which the ancient polytheills of Charra; were

allowed to (hehcr their idolatrous worihip

(Hottinger, Hill. Orient, p. 167, 168.).

*"* This fingular llory is related by d'ller-

belot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 448, 449•) on the

faith of Khondeinir, and by Mirchond him-

felf (Ilift. priorum Regum Perfarum, i;c.

p. 9, 10. not. p. 88, 89.).

"' Mirchond (Mohammed Emir Khoondah

Shah), a native of Herat, compofed in the

Perfian language a general hillory of the

Eaft, from the creation to the year of the

Hcgira 875 (A. D. 1471). In the year 904
(A. D. 1498) the hiftorian obtained the

command of a princely library, and his ap-

plauded work, in fcven or twelve parts, was

abbreviated in three volumes by his fon Khon-

demir, A. H. 927. A. D. 1520. The two

writers moil accurately diftingullhed by Petit

de la Croix (Hift. de Genghizcan, p. 53-,

538. 544, 545.), are loofely confounded by
d'Herbelot (p. 358. 410. 994, 995.): but
his numerous extrafts, under the improper
name of Khondemir, belong to the father

rather than the fon. The hiftorian of Gen-
ghizcan refers to a MS. of Mirchond, whick
he received from the hands of his friend

d'Herbelot himfelf. curious fragment
(the Taherian and Soffarian Dynafties) has
been lately publiihed in Perfic and Latin
(Vienna:, 1782, in 4'», cum notis Bernard
de Jenifch ) ; and the editor allows us to hope
for a continuation of Mirchond.

*"+ Quo tcftimonio boni fe quidpiam prs-
nitifle opinabantur. Yet Mirchond mull
have condemned their zeal, ii nee he approved
the legal toleration of the Magi, cui (the

fire temple) peraflo fingulis annis censii, uti

facra Mohammcdis lege cautum, ab omnibus
molcjliis ac oneribus libero eile Jicuit.

temples
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temples of Perfia were ruined by the infenfible and general defer- CHAP,
tion of their votaries. It was infaifibk^ fince it is not accompanied

with any memorial of time or place, of perfecution or refiftance. It

was general, fince the whole realm , from Shiraz to Samarcand, im-

bibed the faith of the Koran ; and the prefervation of the native

tongue reveals the defcent of the Mahometans of Perfia "\ In the

mountains and deferts, an obftinate race of unbelievers adhered to

the fuperftition of their fathers ; and a faint tradition of the Magian

theology is kept alive in the province of Kirman, along the banks of

the Indus, among the exiles of Surat, and in the colony which, in

the laft century, was planted by Shaw Abbas at the gates of Ifpahan.

The chief pontiff has retired to mount Elbourz, eighteen leagues from

the city of Yezd : the perpetual fire (if it continue to burn) is in-

accefiible to the profane ; but his refidence is the fchool, the oracle,

and the pilgrimage, of the Ghebers, whofe hard and uniform features,

atteft the unmlngled purity of their blood. Under the jurifdiition

of their elders, eighty thoufand families maintain an innocent and

induftrious life ; their fubfiftence is derived from fome cinuous ma-

nufa£lures and mechanic trades ; and they cultivate the earth with

the fervour of a religious duty. Their ignorance withftood the

defpotifm of Shaw Abbas, who demanded with threats, and tortures

the prophetic books of Zoroafter ; and this obfcure remnant of the

Magians is fpared by the moderation or contempt of their prefent

fovereigns
«5

"°' The lafi Magian of name and power "° The prefent ftate of the Ghebers in

appears to be RIardavige the Dilemite, vvho, Perfia, is taken from Sir John Chardin, not

in the beginning of the \^^ century, reigned indeed the moft learned, but the moll judi-

in the northern provinces of Perfia, near the cious and inquifitive, of our modern travellers

Cafpian £ea (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient. (Voyages en Perfe, torn. ii. p. 109. 179

—

p. 355.). But his foldiers and fuccefiurs, ths 187. in 4"'). His brethren, Pietro della

Bcvjides, either profcfled or embraced the Valle, Olearius, Thevenot, Tavernier, &cc.

Mahometan fji'.h; and under their dynally whom I have fruitlefsly fearched, had nei-

(A. D. 933— 1020) I iliould place the fall ther eyes nor attention for this intereiling

of the religion of Zoroailer. people.

Voi. V. - 3 D ^

The
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CHAT. The northern coaft of Africa is the only land in which the light

' ^—' of the Gofpel, after a long and perfe£t eftabliihment, has been to-

fa"of"chrif- tally extinguiflied. The arts, which had been taught by Carthage

mnityin
^^^ Rome, were involved in a cloud of ignorance; the dodlrine of

Cyprian and Auguflin was no longer ftudied. Five hundred epi-

fcopal churches were overturned by the-hoftile fury of the Donatifts,

the Vandals, and the Moors. The zeal and numbers of the clergy

declined ; and the people, without difcipline, or knowledge, or hope,

A.D. 749. fubmiihvely funk under the yoke of the Arabian prophet. W^'ithin

fifty years after the cxpulfion of the Greeks, a lieutenant of Africa

informed the caliph that the tribute of the infidels was abolifhed by

their converfion "'
; and, though he fought to difguife his fraud and

rebellion, his fpecious pretence was drawn from the rapid and ex-

. D. 837. tenfive progrefs of the Mahometan faith. In the next age, arv extra-

ordinary miiTion of five bifhops was detached from Alexandria to

Cairoan. They were ordained by the Jacobite patriarch to cherifli

and revive the dying embers of Chriftianity "^
: but the interpofi-

tion of a foreign prelate, a ftranger to the Latins, an enemy to the

Catholics, fuppofes the decay and diiTolution of the African hie-

rarchy. It was no longer the time when the fucceiTor of St. Cy-

prian, at the head of a numerous fynod, could maintain an equal

A. D. conteft with the ambition of the Roman pontiff. In the eleventh

1053—1076.
j.gjjjyj.y^ thg unfortunate prieft who was feated on the ruins of Car-

thage, implored the alms and the protedlion of the Vatican ; and

he bitterly complains that his naked body had been fcourged by the

Saracens, and that his authority was difputed by the four fuffragans,

the tottering pillars of his throne. Two epiftles of Gregory the

*" The letter of Abdoulrahman, go- frique et de I'F.fpagne, torn. i. p. 168.).

vernor or tyrant of Africa, to the caliph *"" Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 66. Re.

Aboul Abbas, the firft of the AbalTides, is naudot, Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 287, 288.

dated A. H. 132 (Cardonr.e, Hift. de -
r feventh
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feventh "' are deftined to foothe the diftrefs of the Catholics and the CHAP,
pride of a Moorifli prince. The pope affures the fuUan that they *—-v—->

both worfliip the fame God, and may hope to meet in the- bofom of

Abraham ; but the complaint, that three bifnops could no longer

be found to confecrate a brother, announces the fpeedy and ine-

vitable ruin of the epifcopal order. The Chriftians of Africa and and Spain,

. ... A.D.I 149,
Spain had long nnce fubmitted to the pradice of circumcifion and &c.

the legal abftinence from wine and pork ; and the name of Moza-

rabcs
""" (adoptive Arabs) was applied to their civil or religious con-

formity ^". About the middle of the twelfth century the worfliip of

Chrift and the fucceillon of paftors were aboliflied along the coaft'

of Barbary, and in the kingdoms of Cordova and Seville, of Va-

lencia and Grenada ^'\ The throne of the Almohades, or Unita-

rians, was founded on the blindeft fanaticifm, and their extraor-

"' Among the Epiilles of the Popes, fee

Leo IX. epift. 3. Gregor. VII. l.i. epiil.22,

23.1.111. epift. 19, 20, zl. ; and the criticifms

of Pagi (torn. iv. A. D. 1053, N" 14. A. D.

1073, N° 13-)» who inveftigates the name

and family of the Mooriih prince, with whom
the proudell; of the Roman pontiiFsfo politely

correfponds.
^'° Mozarabes, or Moftarabes, ad/cititii,

as it is interpreted in Latin (Pocock, Spe-

cimen Hift. Arabum, p. 39, 40. Bibliot.

Arabico-Hifpana, torn. ii. p. 18.). The
Mozarabic liturgy, the ancient ritual of the

church of ToledOjJias been attacked by the

popes, and expofed to the doubtful trials of

the fword and of fire (Marian. Hlft. Hifpan.

torn. i. ). ix. c. 18. p. 378.)• It was, or

rather it is, in the Latin tor.gue; yet in the

xi'*" century it was found neceiTary (A.^E.C.

1687, A D. 1039) to tranfcribe an Arabic

vcrfion of the canons of the councils of Spain

(Bibliot. Arab. Hifp. torn. i. p. 547.), for

the ufe of the biihops and clergy in the

Mooriih kingdoms.

3D

^" About the middle of the x'•" century,

the clergy of Cordova was reproached with

this criminal compliance, by the intrepid

envoy of the emperor Otho I. (Vit. Johan.

Gorz, in Secul. Benedift. V. N'lij. apud

Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. torn. xii. p. 91.).
*'* Pagi, Critica, torn. iv. A. D. 1149,

N° 8, 9. He juftly obferves, that when Se-

ville, &c. were retaken by Ferdinand of Caf-

tille, no Chriftians, except captives, were

found in the place; and that the Mozarabic

churches of Africa and Spain, defcribed by

James a Vitriaco, A.D. 1218 (Hift. Hierofol.

c. 80. p. 1095. in Geft. Dei per Francos), are

copied from fome older book. I ihall add,

that the date of theHegira677 (A.D. 127S)

muft apply to the copy, not the compofition,

of a treatife of jurifprudence, which ftatej

the civil rights of the Chriftians of Cordova

(Bibliot. Arab. Hifp. torn. i. p. 471.); and

that the Jews were the only diftenters whom
Abul Waled, king of Grenada (A.D. 1313),

could either difcountenance or tolerate

(tom.ii. p. 288.).

2 dinary
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^
\i^

^' '^'"''^^y rigoui• might be provoked or juftificd by the recent vidorle*

« and intolerant zeal of ihc princes of Sicily and Caftille, of Arragoii

and Portugal. The faith of the Mozarabes was occafionally re-

A.D. 1535. vived by the pr^pal mifTiOnaries ; and, on the landing of Charles the

fifth, fomc families of Latin Chriftians were encouraged to rear their

heads at Tunis and Algiers. But the feed of the gofpel was quickly

eradicated, and the long province from Tripoli to the Atlantic has

loft all memory of the language and religion of Rome^".

Toleration of After the revolution of eleven centuries, the Jews and Chriftians
the Chrifli- rirr^i-T • • • c
ans. of the Turkiln empire enjoy the liberty or confcience which was

granted by the Arabian caliphs. During the firft age of the conqueft,

they fufpedled the loyalty of the Catholics, whofe name of Mel-

chites betrayed their fccret attachment to the Greek emperor, while

the Neftorians and Jacobites, his in'eterate enemies, approved them-

felves the fincere and voluntary friends of the Mahometan govern-

ment "'*. Yet this partial jealoufy was healed by time and fubmiflion:

the churches of Egypt were ihared with the Catholics *"
; and all the

Oriental fe£ls were included in the common benefits of toleration.

The rank, the immunities, the domeftic jurifdi£tion, of the patri-

archs, the bifhops, and the clergy, were protected by the civil magif-

trate : the learning of individuals recommended them to the em-

ployments of fecretaries and phyficians : they were enriched by the

*'^ Rcnaudot, Hid. Patriarch. Alex. p. 288. der the caliphs. That of the Jacobites is

Leo Africanus wou'd have flattered his Ro- more concifely expofcd in the Preliminary

man mailers, could he have difcovercd any Diflertation of the fecond volume of Afle-

latent relics of the Chriilianity of .Africa. mannus.
*'* Abfit {faid the Catholic to the Vizir "^ Eutych. Annal. torn. ii. p. 384. 387,

of Bagdad) ut pari loco habeas Neilorianos, 388. Renaudot, Hill. Patriarch. Alex. p. 205,

quorum pra-ter Arabas nullus alius rex eft, 206. 257. 332. A taint of the Monothelite

et Gra:cos quorum reges amovendo Arabibus hcrefy might render the firft of thefe Greek

bello non defiftunt, &c. See in the Collec- patriarchs lefs loyal to the emperors and lef»

tions of Aifemannus (Bibliot. Orient, torn. iv. obnoxious to the Arabs,

p. 94— 101.)» the ftate of the Neftorians un-

2 lucrative
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lucrative coUeclion of the revenue ; and their merit was fometlmes C HA P.

raifcd to the command of cities and provinces. A caliph of the v. »—-i

hoLife of Abbas was heard to declare that the Chriftians were moil

worthy of truft in the adminiftration of Perfia. " The Modems,"

faid lie, " will abufe their prefent fortune ; the Magians regret their

•' fallen greatnefs ; and the Jews are impatient for their approach-

*' ing deliverance "*." But the flaves of defpotifm are expofed to Their hard-

the alternatives of favour and difgrace. The captive churches of the

Eaft have been afflidled in every age by the avarice or bigotry of

their rulers ; and the ordinary and legal reftraints muft be offenfive

to the pride or the zeal of the Chriftians "\ About two hundred

years after Mahomet, they were feparated from their fellow-fubjeds

by a turban or girdle of a lefs honourable colour ; inftead of horfes

or mules, they were condemned to ride on afles, in the attitude of

womejs. Their public and private buildings were meafui'ed by a

diminutive ftandard ; in the ftreets or the baths it is their duty to

give way or bow down before the meaneft: of the people ; and their

teftimony is rejected, if it may tend to the prejudice of a true be-

liever. The pomp of proceflions, the found of bells or of pfalmody,

is interdicted in their worihip : a decent reverence for the national

faith is impofed on their fermons and converfations ; and the facri-

legious attempt to, enter a mofch, or to feduce a Mufulman, will not

be fuffered to efcape with impunity. In a time however of tran-

quillity and juftice the Chriftians have never been compelled to re-

nounce the Gofpel or to embrace the Koran ; but the puniihment of

*'* Motadhed, who reigned from A. D. preilive ediils of the caliph Motawakkel
89210902. The Magians Hill held their (A. D. 847— 86i), which are ftlll in force,

name and rank among the religions of the are noticed by Eutychius (Annal. torn. ii.

empire (Aflemanni, Bibliot. Orient, torn, iv, p. 448.) and d'Kerbelot (Bibuot. Orient.

•97•)• p. 640•). A perfecution of tiiecaliph Omarll.
^'' Reland explains the general reilraints is related, and molt probably magnified, by

of the Mahometan policy and jurifprudence the Greek Theophanes (Chroti, p. 334-)•
(DilTertat. tom. lii, p. 16—20.), The op-

death
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c ir A 1'. J^;ath is inflicted for the apoftates who have profeiTed and deferted

<——>, ' the law of Mahomet. The martyrs of Cordova provoked the fen-

tence of the cadhi, by the pubHc confefllon of their inconilancy, or

their paflionate invedives againil the perfon and religion of the

prophet '".

.

The empiri j^^ the end of the firil century of the Hcp-ira, the caliphs were
of the ca-

J

I'rhs. tlic moil potent and abfolute mpnarchs of the globe. Their prero-

gative was not circumfcribed, either in right or in fad, by the power

of the nobles, the freedom of the commons, the privileges of the

church, the votes of a fenate, or the memory of a free conftitution.

The authority of the companions of Mahomet expired with their

lives ; and the chiefs or emirs of the Arabian tribes left behind, in

the defert, the fpirit of equality and independence. The regal and

facerdotal charadters were imlted in the fucceiTors of Mahomet ; and

if the Koran was the rule of their adions, they were the fupreme

judges and interpreters of that divine book. They reigned by the

right of conqueft over the nations of the Eaft, to whom the name

of liberty was unknown, and who were accuftomed to applaud in

their tyrants the ads of violence and feverity that were exercifed at

their own expence. Lender the laft of the Ommiades, the Arabian

empire extended two hundred days journey from eafl: to weft,

from the confines of Tartary and India to the ihores of the Atlantic

ocean. And if we retrench the lleeve of the robe, as it is ftyled

by their writers, the long and narrow province of Africa, the folid

and conipad dominion from Fargana to Aden, from Tarfus to Surat,

will fpread on every fide to the meafure of four or five months of

*" The martyrs of Cordova (A.D. S;o, the difcipline of antiquity, toutefois I'auto-

&c.) are commemorated and jullified by St, rite de I'eglife, &c. (Fleury, Hid. Ecdef.

Eu)ogius, who at length fell a viftim himlelf. torn. x. p. 415—522. particularly p. 451.

A fynod, convened by the caliph, ambigu- 508, 509.) Their authentic affs throw a

oufly cenfured their raflinefs. The moderate ftrong though traniient light on the Spanifh

Fleury cannot reconcile their condutl with church in the j.\''' century.

tlie
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the march of a caravan "". We ihould vainly feek the indiiToluble CHAP.
LI.

union and eafy obedience that pervaded the government of Auguftus ',.
, ^.- _'

and the Antonines ; but the progrefs of the Mahometan rehgion dif-

fufed over this ample fpace a general refemblance of manners and opi-

nions. The language and laws of the Koran were ftudied w4th

equal devotion at Samarcand and Seville : the Moor and the Indian

embraced as countrymen and brothers in the pilgrimage of Mecca
;

and the Arabian language was adopted as the popular idiom in all

the provinces to the weilward of the Tigris "°.

*'' See the article Eflamiah (as we fay a dead language in the college of Mecca.

Chrifiendom), in the Bibliotheque Orientale By the Daniili traveller, this ancient idiom is

(p. 325.). This chart of the Mahometan compared to the Latin ; the vulgar tongue of

world is fuited by the author, Ebn Alwardi, Hejaz and Yemen to the Italian; and the

to the year of the Hegira 385 (A. D. 995). Arabian dialeils of Syria, Egypt, Africa,

Since that time, the loiTes in Spain have been '&c. to the Provencal, Spanilh, and Ponu-
overbalanced by the conquefts in India, Tar- guefe (Niebuhr, Defcription de I'Arabiej

tary, and the European Turkey, p. 74, &c.).
^**^ The Arabic of the Koran is taught as
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CHAP. LII.

Two Sieges of Confiantinople by the A?'abs.—T'hei?'

of France.^ a?td Defeat by Charles MarteL—
Civil War of the Omfniades aJid Abbajftdes.—Learn-

ing of the Arabs.—Luxury of the Caliphs.—Naval

Enterprifes on Crete^ Sicily., and Rome.—Decay and

Divifon of the Empire of the Caliphs.—Defeats afid

ViSlories of the Greek Emperors.

CHAP. TTJHEN the Arabs firft iflued from the dcfert, they muft have

, i ; V V been furprifed at the eafe and rapidity of their own fuccefs.

theVrTbiaa ^^^ when they advanced in the career of vidlory to the banks of

conquefts. j^g Indus and the fummit of the Pyrenees ; when they had repeatedly

tried the edge of their fcymetars and the energy of their faith, they

might be equally aftoniflied that any nation could refifl; their invin-

cible arms, that any boundary ihould confine the dominion of the

fucccflbr of the prophet. The confidence of foldiers and fanatics

may indeed be excufed, fince the calm hiftorian of the prefcnt hour,

who ilrives to follow the rapid courfe of the Saracens, muft ftudy

to explain by what means the church and ftate were faved from this

impending, and, as it fliould feem, from this inevitable danger. The

ueferts of Scythia and Sarmatia might be guarded by their extent,

their climate, their poverty, and the courage of the northern fliep-

herds ; China was remote and inacceflible ; but the greateft part of

the temperate zone was fubjcfl to the Mahometan conquerors, the

Greeks
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Greeks were exhaufted by tlie calamities of war and the 03 of their '^ ! P.

faireft provinces, and the Barbarians of Europe might juilly tremble \
,-'.

>

at the precipitate fall of the Gothic monarchy. In this enquiry I

il\all unfold the events that refcued our anceilors of Britain, and our

neighbours of Gaul from the civil and religious yoke of the Koran •

that proteded the majefty of Rome, and delayed the fervitude of

Conftantinople
; that invigorated th^ defence of the Chriftians, and

fcattered among their enemies the feeds of divifion and decay.

Forty-fix years after the flight of Mahomet from Mecca, his dif- F'Xl fiege of

ciples appeared in arms under the walls of Conftantinople '. They nopie by'the

were animated by a genuine or ftditious faying of the prophet, that "a^'d

to the firft army which befieged the city of the Csefars, their fins
^^^~^;•

were forgiven : the long feries of Roman triumphs would be meri-

torioufly transferred to the conquerors of New Rome ; and the

wealth of nations was depofited in this well-chofen feat of royalty

and commerce. No fooner had the caliph Moawiyah fupprefl'ed his

rivals and eftablifhed his throne, than he afplred to expiate the

guilt of civil blood, by the fuccefs and glory of this holy expedi-

tion * ; his preparations by fea and land were adequate to the im-

portance of the object ; his ftandard was entrufted to Sophian, a

veteran warrior, but the troops were encouraged by the example and

prefence of Yezid the fon and preiumptive heir of the commander of

the faithful. The Greeks had little to hope, nor had their enemies

' Theophanes places the_/fzii» years of the moil convenient and creditable.

Cege of Conftantinople in the year of eur ' For this firft fiege of Conftantinople, fee

Chriftian xra 673 (of the Alexandrian 665, Nicephorus (Breviar. p. 21, 22.) ; Thee-
Sept. I.), and the peace of the Saracens, /iar phanes (Chronograph, p. 294.) ; Cedrenus
years afterwards; a glaring inconfiftency ! (Compend. p.457.) ; Zonaras (Hift. tom.ii.

which Petavius, Goar, and Pagi (Critica, 1. xiv. p. 89.) ; Elmacin (Hift. Saracen,

torn. iv. p. 63, 64.), have ftruggled tore- p. 56, 57.); Abulfeda (Annal. Moflem.
move. Of the Arabians, the Hegira 52 p. 107, 108. verf. Reiilce) ; d'Herbelot (Bi-

(A. D. 672, January 8.) is afligned by El- bliot. Orient. Conft.intinah) ; Ockley'sHift.

macin, the year 48 (A.D. 668, Feb. 20.) of the Saracens, vol.ii. p. 127, 128.

by Abulfeda, whofe teftimony I eileem the

Vol. v. 3 any



594 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, any reafons of fear, from the courage and vigilance of the reigning

i—V——' emperor, who difgraccd the name of Conftantine, and imitated only

the inglorious years of his grandfather Heraclius. Without delay or

oppofition, the naval forces of the Saracens pafled through the un-

guarded channel of the Hellefpont, which even now, under the

feeble and diforderly government of the Turks, is maintained as the

natural bulwark of the capital '. The Arabian fleet caft anchor, and

the troops were difembarked near the palace of Hebdomon, feven

miles from the city. During many days, from the dawn of light to

the evening, the line of aflault was extended from the golden gate

/ to the eaftern promontory, and the foremoft warriors were impelled

by the weight and effort of the fucceeding columns. But the be-

fiegers had formed an infufficient eftimate of the ftrength and refources

of Conftantinople. The folid and lofty walls were guarded by num-

bers and difcipline : the fpirit of the Romans was rekindled by the

laft danger of their religion and empire : the fugitives from the con-

quered provinces more fuccefsfuUy renewed the defence of Damafcus

and Alexandria ; and the Saracens were difmayed by the ftrange

and prodigious effeds of artificial fire. This firm and effedlual ie-

fiftance diverted their arms to the more eafy attempts of plundering

the European and Afiatic coafts of the Propontis ; and, after keep-

ing the fea from the month of April to that of September, on the

approach of winter they retreated fourfcore miles from the capital, to

the ifle of Cyzicus, in which they had eftabliihed their magazine

of fpoil and provifions. So patient was their perfeverance, or fo

languid were their operations, that they repeated in the fix foUow-

^ The Hate and defence of the Dardan- the amufement, rather than the inftruAIon,

nelles is expofed in the memoirs of the Baron of his reader. Perhaps, on the approach of

deTott (torn. iii. p- 39—97•)> who was fent the enemy, the miniller of Connantine

to fortify them againft the Ruffians. From a was occupied, like that of Muftapha, in find-

principal aftor, 1 fhould liave expeflcd more 'ng two Canary birds, who ihould fing pre-

•ccurate details; but he feeras to write for cilcly the fame note.

ing
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ing fummers the fame attack and retreat, with a gradual abatement CHAP,
of hope and vigour, till the mifchances of ihipwreck and difeafe, of >

, _r

the fword and of fire, compelled them to relinquiih the fruitlefs en-

terprife. They might bewail the lofs or commemorate the martyr-

dom of thirty thoufand Moflems, who fell in the fiege of Conftan-

tinople ; and the folemn funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job, excited the

curiofity of the Chriftians themfelves. That venerable Arab, one of

the laft of the companions of Mahomet, was numbered among the

anfars^ or auxiliaries, of Medina, who iheltered the head of the flying

prophet. In his youth he fought, at Beder and Ohud, under the holy

ftandard : in his mature age he was the friend and follower of Ali

;

and the laft remnant of his ftrength and life was confumed in a

diftant and dangerous war againft the enemies of the Koran. His

memory was revered ; but the place of his burial was negledted and

unknown, during a period of feven hundred and eighty years, till

the conqueft of Conftantinople by Mahomet the fecond. A feafon-

able vifion (for fuch ai-e the manufadture of every religion) revealed

the holy fpot at the foot of the walls and the bottom of the har-

bour ; and the mofch of Ayub has been defervedly chofen for the

fimple and martial inauguration of the Turkiih fultans *.

The event of the fiege revived, both in the Eaft and Weft, the Peace and

reputation of the Roman arms, and caft a momentary ihade over the a. d.'o??.

glories of the Saracens. The Greek ambaflador was favourably re-

ceived at Damafcus, in a general council of the emirs or Koreilli : a

peace, or truce, of thirty years was ratified between the two em-

pires ; and the ftipulation of an annual tribute, fifty horfes of a noble

breed, fifty flaves, and three thoufand pieces of gold, degraded the

Demetrius Cantemir's Hift. of the Oth- who fuppofe that the martyr Abu Ayub' is

man empire, p. 105, 106. Rycaut's State of vulgarly confounded with the patriarch Job,
the Ottoman Empire, p. 10, 11. Voyages betray their own ignorance rather than that

de Thfvenot, parti, p. 1U9. The Chriiiians, of the Turks.

3 2 majefty
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C A P. majefty of the commander of the faithful '. The aged caliph was

'w—v-^j defirous of pofleiTrng his dominions, and ending his days in tran-

quillity and repofe : while the Moors and Indians trembled at his

name, his palace and city of Damafcus was infulted by the Mar-

daites, or Maronites, of mount Libanus, fhe firmeft barrier of the

empire, till they were difarmed and tranfplanted by the fufpicious

policy of the Greeks *. After the revolt of Arabia and Periia, the

houfe of Omrniyah ' was reduced to the kingdoms of Syria and

Egypt : their diilrefs and fear enforced their compliance with the

prefilng demands of the Chriftians ; and the tribute was encreafed

to a flave, an horfe, and a thoufand pieces of gold, for each of the

three hundred and lixty-five days of the folar year. But as foon a»

the empire was again united by the arms and policy of Abdalmalek,

he difclaimed a badge of fervitude not lefs injurious to his confcience

than to his pride : he difcontinued the payment of the tribute ; and

the refentment of the Greeks was difabled from adion by the mad

tyranny of the fecond Juitinian, the juft rebellion of his fubjeds, and

the frequent change of his antagonifts and fucceflbrs. Till the reigni

of Abdalmaiek, the Saracens had been content with the free poffef-

fion of the Perfian and Roman treafures, in the coin of Chofroes

and Csefar. By the command of that Caliph, a national mint was

eftabliihed, both for filver and gold, and the infcription of the Dinar,

though it might be cenfured by fome timorous cafuifts, proclaimed

' Theophanes, tlioagh a Greek, deferves bridgement of the Patriarch Nicephorus,

credit for thefe tributes (Chronograph, p. 295, p. 22. 24..

zg6. 300, 301.), which are confirmed, with ' Thefe domellic revolutions are related

fome variation, by the Arabic hillory of Abul- in a clear and natural llyle, in the fecond

pharaglus (Dynalc. p. 128. verf. Pocock). volume of Ockley's Hiftory of the Saracens,

* The cenfure of Theophanes is jull and p. 253— 370. Befides our primed authors,,

pointed, «» Pioftaixi» hmriix•-^ .... he draws his materials from the Arabic MSS..

vravSstia, i^ uVo ^,•• of Oxford, which he would have more deeply

.^\ m (Chronograph, p. 302, 303.). fearched, had he been confined to the Bod-

The feries of thefe events may be traced in leian library inftead of the city jail ; a fate

the Annals of Theophanes, and in the A- how unworthy of the man and of his country 1

the
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the unity of the God of Mahomet \ Under the reign of the caliph CHAP.
AValed, the Greek language and charafters were excluded from the , r

accounts of the public revenue ". If this change was produdive of

the invention or familiar ufe of our prefent numerals, the Arabic or

Indian cyphers, as they are commonly ftyled, a regulation of office

has promoted the moft important difcoveries of arithmetic, algebra,

and the mathematical fciences '°.

Whilft the caliph Walid fat idle on the throne of Damafcus, Second (lege

. ofConftarui-
while his lieutenants atchieved the conqueft of Tranfoxiana and nople,

A. D.
Spain, a third army of Saracens overfpread the provinces of Afia 716—718.

Minor, and approached the borders of the Byzantine capital. But

the attempt and dilgrace of the fecond fiege was referved for his

brother Soliman, whofe ambition appears to have been quickened

by a more active and martial fpirit. In the revolutions of the

Greek empire, after the tyrant Juftinian had been punifhed and

avenged, an humble fecretary, Anaftafms or Artemius, was pro-

moted by chance or merit to the vacant purple. He was alarmed

' Elmacin, who dates the firft coinage ' ; «.••= yfxf=adcn 'iXhrnri «,- ^.
. . -jG, . D. 695. five or fix years later rm xaoixa.;,' .4f«,i3ioi?.-
than the Greek hiftorians, has compared the jxamffOai; ^» ^^, i7iriii\ cciitxros rvi txn-

weight of the beit or common gold dinar, to vut- !.».; -i ^:, r. Tfix.L•,-/! ny.t-v

the drachm or dirhem of Egvpt (p. 77.), » «^, Theophan. Chronograph,

which may be equal to two pennies (48 grains) p. 314. This defeft, if it really exiiled,

of our Troy weight (Hooper's Enquiry into mud have ftimulated the ingenuity of the

Ancient Mcafures, p. 24— 36.), and equi- Arabs to invent or borrow,

valent to eight fliillings of our fterling money. '° According to anew, though probable

From the fame Elmacin and the Arabian notion, maintained by M. de Villoifon

phyficians, fome dinars as high as two dir- (Anecdoia Grasca, torn. ii. p. 152

—

57•)
hems, as low as half a dirhem, may be de- our cyphers are not of Indian or Arabic in-

duced. The piece of filver w?.s the dirhem, venticn. They were ufed by the Greek and
both in value and weight; but an old, though Latin arithmeticians long before the ane uf
fair coin, ftruck ac Wafet, A. H. 88, and Boethius. After the extinftion of fcience in

preferred in the Bodleian library, wants four the Weft, the/ were adopted by the Arabic
grains of the Cairo ftandard (fee the Moslem verfions from the original MSS. and re-

Univerfal Hiilory, torn. j. p. 548. of the /"««/ to the Latins about the >d"' century.

French tranflation),

by
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by the found of war ; and his ambaifador returned from Damafcus

^ith the tremendous news, that the Saracens were preparing an ar-

mament by fea and land, fuch as would tranfcend the experience of

the paft, or the belief of the prefent, age. The precautions of

Anaftafius were not unworthy of his ftation, or of the impending

danger. He ifilied a peremptory mandate, that all perfons who
were not provided with the means of fubfillence for a three years

fiege, ihould evacuate the city : the public granaries and arfenals

were abundantly repleniflied ; the walls were reftored and ftrength-

ened ; and the engines for calling ftones, or darts, or fire, were

ftationed along the ramparts, or in the brigantines of war, of which

an additional number was haftily conftrucited. To prevent, is fafer,

as well as more honourable, than to repel, an attack ; and a defign

was meditated, above the ufual fpirit of the Greeks, of burning the

naval ftores of the enemy, the cyprefs timber that had been hewn

in mount Libanus, and was piled along the fea-lhore of Phoenicia,

for the fervice of the Egyptian fleet. This generous enterprife was

defeated by the cowardice or treachery of the troops, who, in the

new language of the empire, were ilyled of the Obfeqinan T'hane ".

They murdered their chief, deferted their ftandard in the iile of

Rhodes, difperfed themfelves over the adjacent continent, and de-

ferved pardon or reward by invefting with the purple a firaple offi-

cer of the revenue. The name of Theodofms might recommend

him to the fenate and people; but, after fome months, he funk

into a cloyfter, and refigned, to the firmer hand of Leo the Ifau-

rian, the urgent defence of the capital and empire. The moft

formidable of the Saracens, Moilemah the brother of the caliph, was

" In the divifion of the Themes, or pro- order. Nice was the metropolis, and its ju-

vinces defcribed by Conllantine I'orphyro- rifdidion extended from the Hellefpcnt over

genitus (de Tliematibus, 1. i. p. 9, 10.). the the adjacent parts of Bithynia Phrygia

Ob/equium, a Latin appellation of the army (fee the two maps prefixed by Delifle to the

and palace, was the fourth in the public Jmperium Orientale of Banduii).

advancing
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advancing at the head of one hundred and twenty thoufand Arabs CHAP,
and Perfians, the greater part mounted on horfes or camels ; and the '-^-v-^

—

\

fuccefsful fieges of Tyana, Amorium, and Pergamus, were of fuf-

ficient duration to exercife their ikill and to elevate their hopes. At

the well-known paflage of Abydus, on the Hellefpont, the Maho-

metan arms were tranfported, for the firft time, from Afia to Europe.

From thence, wheeling round the Thracian cities of the Propontis,

Moilemah invefted Conftantinople on the land fide, furrounded his

camp with a ditch and rampart, prepared and planted his engines of

aifault, and declared, by words and adtions, a patient refolution of

expeiting the return of feed-time and harveft, ihould the obftinacy

of the befieged prove equal to his own. The Greeks would gladly

have ranfomed their religion and empire, by a fine or afleifment of

a piece of gold on the head of each inhabitant of the city ; but the

liberal offer was rejeded with difdain, and the prefumption of Mo-
ilemah was exalted by the fpeedy approach and invincible force of

the navies of Egypt and Syria. They are faid to have amounted to

eighteen hundred ihips : the number betrays their inconfiderable

fize ; and of the twenty ftout and capacious veffels, whofe magnitude

impeded their progrefs, each was manned with no more than one

hundred heavy armed foldiers. This huge Armada proceeded on a

fmooth fea and with a gentle gale, towards the mouth of the Bof-

phorus ; the furface of the ftreight was overihadowed, in the lan-

guage of the Greeks, with a moving foreil, and the fame fatal night

had been fixed by the Saracen chief for a general aifault by fea and

land. To allure the confidence of the enemy, the emperor had

thrown afide the chain that ufually guarded the entrance of the

harbour ; but while they hefitated whether they ihould feize the

opportunity, or apprehend the fnare, the minifters of deilrudion

were at hand. The fireihips of the Greeks w^ere launched againil

them, the Arabs, their arms, and veffels, were iavolved in the fame

14 £ames^
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CHAP, flames, the diforderly fugitives were dallied againft each otlier or

* ^-«—I overwhelmed in the waves ; and I no longer find a veftige of the

fleet, that had threatened to extirpate the Roman name. A ftill more

fatal and irreparable lofs was that of the caliph Scliman, who died of

an indigeftion '^ in his camp near Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he

was preparing to lead againft Conftantinopla the remaining forces

of the Eaft. The brother of Moilemah was fucceeded by a kinfman

and an enemy ; and the throne of an a£tive and able prince was de-

graded by the ufelefs and pernicious virtues of a bigot. While he

ftarted and fatisfied the fcruples of a blind confcience, the fiege was

continued through the winter by the negle£t rather than by the re-

folution of the caliph Omar '\ The winter proved uncommonly

rigorous : above an hundred days the ground was covered with deep

fnow, and the natives of the fultry climes of Egypt and Arabia lay

torpid and almoft lifelefs in their frozen camp. They revived on

the return of fpring ; a fecond effort had been made in their favour
;

and their diftrefs was relieved by the arrival of two numerous fleets,

iaden with corn, and arms, and foldiers, the firil from Alexandria,

of four hundred tranfports and gallies ; the fecond of three hundred

and fixty veffels from the ports of Africa. But the Greek fires were

again kindled, and if the deftrudion was lefs complete, it was owing

to the experience which had taught the Moflems to remain at a fafe

'* The caliph had emptied two baikets of in the Bibliotheque Orientale (p. 689, 690.),

eggs and of figs, which he fwallowed alter- prxferens, fays Elmacin (p. 91.)» religionem

nately, and the repaft was concluded with fuatn rebus iuis mandanis. He was fo de-

jnarrow and fugar. In one of his pilgrimages firous of being with God, that he would not

toMecca.Soliman eat, atafinglemeal, feven- have anointed his ear (his own faying) to ob-

ty pomgranates, a kid, fix fowls, and a huge lain a perfeft cure of his iaft malady. The

quantity of the grapes of Tayef. If the bill caliph had only one fr.irt, and in an age of

of fare be correil, we muft admire the appe- luxury, his annual expence was no more

tite rather than the luxury of the fovereign than two drachms (Abulpharagius, p. 131.).

of Afia (Abulfeda, Anna). Modem, p. 126.). Haud diu gavifus eo principe fuit orbis Mof-

" See the article of Omar Ben Abdaiaziz, lemus (Abulfeda, p. 127.).

6 diftance,
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dlftance, or to the perfidy of the Egyptian mariners, who deferted ^ " ^ p.

with their ihips to the emperor of the Chriflians. The trade and v—~v.-.^

navigation of the capital were reilored ; and the produce of the

fiiheries fuppHed the wants, and even the luxury, of the inhabitants.

But the calamities of famine and difeafe were foon felt by the troops

of Moflemah, and as the former was miferably afliiaged, fo tlie

latter was dreadfully propagated, by the pernicious nutriment which

hunger compelled them to extrail from the moil unclean or unna-

tural food. The fpirit of conqueft, and even of enthufiafm, was ex-

tindl : the Saracens could no longer ftraggle beyond their lines, either

fingle or in fmall parties, without expofing themfelves to the raerci-

lefs retaliation of the Thracian peafants. An army of Bulgarians

was attrad:ed from the Danube by the gifts and promifes of Leo

;

and thefe favage auxiliaries nvf3e fome atonement for the evils

which they had inflided on the empire, by the defeat and flaughter

of twenty-two thoufand Afiatics. A report was dextroufly fcattered,

that the Franks, the unknown nations of the Latin world, were

arming by fea and land in the defence of the Chriftian caufe, and

their formidable aid was expeded with far different fenfations in

the camp and city. At length, after a fiege of thirteen months '*, Failure and

the hopelefs Moflemah received from the caliph the welcome per- Saracens,

miflion of retreat. The march of the Arabian cavalry over the

Hellefpont and through the provinces of Afia, was executed with-

out delay or moleftation ; but an army of their brethren had been

cut in pieces on the fide of Bithynia, and the remains of the fleet

were fo repeatedly damaged by tempefl: and fire, that only five gallies

• Both Nicephorus and Theophanes agree tinued thirteen months, the latter murt be mif-

that the fiege of Conftantinople was raifed taken in fuppofing that it began on the fame
the 15'" of Auguft (. D. 718) ; but as the day of the preceding year. I do not find

former, our beft witnefs, affirms that it con- that Pagi has remarked this inconfiftency.

Vol. V. 3 F entered
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CHAP, entered the port of Alexandria to relate the tale of their various and
LII. .

^,

almoft incredible difauers .

In the two fieges, the deliverance of Conftantinople may be chiefly

iifcribed to the novelty, the terrors, and the real efficacy of the Greei

fire "^. The important fecret of compounding and directing this arti-

ficial flame was imparted by Callinicus, a native of HeUopolis in

Syria, who deferted from the fervice of the caliph to that of the

emperor ". The ikill of a chymift and engineer was equiA^alent to

the fuccour of fleets and armies ; and this difcovery or improve-

ment of the military art was fortunately referved for the diftrefsful

period, when the degenerate Romans of the Eaft were incapable of

contending with the warlike enthufiafm and youthful vigour of the

Saracens. The hiftorian who prefumes to analize this extraordinary

compofition fhould fufpedl his own ignorance and that of his Byzan-

tine guides, fo prone to the marvellous, fo carelefs, and, in this in-

ftance, fo jealous of the truth. From their obfcure, and perhaps fal-

lacious hints, it ihould feem that the principal ingredient of the

Greek fire was the naptha ", or liquid bitumen, a light, tenacious,

and

' In the fecond fiege of Conftantinople, et Infim, Latinitat. Ignis Gracus, Obferva-

I have followed Nicephorus (Brev. p. 33

—

tions fur Villehardouin, p. 305, 306. Ob-

36.), Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 324— fervatlons fur Joinville, p. 71, 72.

334.), Cedrenus (Compend. p.449—452.), " Theophanes ftyles him ^,- (p.

Zonaras (torn. ii. p. 98— 102.), Elmacin 295.). Cedrenus (p. 437.) brings this artill

(Hift. Saracen, p. 88.), Abulfeda (Anna!, from (the ruins of) Heliopolis in Egypt ; and

Moflem. p. 126.), and Abulpharagius (Dy- chemiftry was indeed the peculiar fcience of

n.itl. p. 130.), the moll fatisfaftory of the the Egyptians.

Arabs. " The naptha, the oleum incendiarium of

'* Our fure and indefatigable guide in the the hiftory of Jerufalem (Geft. Dei per

middle ages and Byzantine hiftory, Charles Francos, p. 1 1 67.), the Oriental fountain of

du Frefne du Cange, has treated in feveral James de Vitry (l.iii. c. 84.), is introduced

places of the Greek fire, and his collcdlions on flight evidence and ilrong probability,

leave few gleanings behind. See particu- Cinnamus (1. vi. p. 165.) calls the Greek fire

larlyGloiTar. Med. et Infim. Gra;citat. p. 1275. -, ; and the naptha is known to

fub voce
/f
^:, tj-fcr. Gloflar. Med. .ibound between the Tigris and the Cafpian

Sea.
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and Inflammable oil ", which fprings from the earth, and catches fire

as fooii as it comes in contadl with the air. The naptha was

mingled, I know not by what methods or in what proportions, with

fulphur and with the pitch that is extradted from evergreen firs ".

From this mixture, which produced a thick fmoke and a loud ex-

plofion, proceeded a fierce and obilinate flame, which not only rofe

in perpendicular afcent, but hkewife burnt with equal vehemence in

defcent or lateral progrefs ; inftead of being extinguiihed, it was

nouriihed and quickened, by the element of water ; and fand, urine,

or vinegar, were the only remedies that could damp the fury of this

powerful agent, which was juftly denominated by tlie Greeks, the

liquid^ or the maritime^ fire. For the annoyance of the enemy, it was

employed with equal effed:, by fea and land, in battles or in fieges.

It was either poured from the rampart in large boilers, or launched

in red-hot balls of ftone and iron, or darted in arrows and javelins,

twilled round with flax and tow, which had deeply imbibed the

inflammable oil : fometimes it was depofited in fire-ihips, the vic-

tims and inilruments of a more ample revenge, and was moil com-

monly blown through long tubes of copper, which were planted on

Sea. According to Pliny (Hill. Natur. ii. travellers I am bed pleafed with Otter (torn. .

109.), it was fubfervient to the revenge of p. 153. 158.).

Medea, and in either etymology the *° Anna Comnena has partly drawn afide

Mr,iia;, or Mijiiiai (Procop. de Bell. Gothic, the curtain. Av^ ,;, km tduh

1. iv. c. II.), may fairly fignify this liquid iitifuv^ o-vtstytTui «> axaurs»•

'bitumen. - »{ £/.£ ti;^
'' On the different forts of oils and bitu- .\ ^- ^ /3,-

mens, fee Dr. Watfon's (the prefent bilhop xcei - {Ahx'iad, I. xiii. p. 383.).

of LlandaiPs) Chemical Effays, vol. iii. effayi. Elfewhere (1. xi. p. 336.) ihe mentions the

a daflic book, the beft adapted to infufe the property of burning,

tafte and knowledge of chemiftry. The lefs ,. Leo, in the xix"'' chapter of his

perfeil ideas of the ancients may be found in Taffies (Opera Meurfii, torn. vi. p. 84',. edit.

Strabo (Geograph. l.xvi. p. 1078.) and Pliny Lami, Florent. 1745), fpeaks of the new in-

(Hill. Natur. ii. 108,.109.). Haic (Nafth/) vention of ^ j^sTa /Sfo^T»!.; « xa7r»a. Thefe

tnagna cognatio ell ignium, tranfiliuntque are genuine and /w/i/W teiliraonies.

protinus in earn undecunque vifam. Oi our

3 F 2 the
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CHAP, the prow of a galley, and fancifully fhaped into the mouths of fa-

« r^-—» vage monfters, that feemed to vomit a ftream of liquid and con-

fuming fire. This important art was preferved at Conftantinople, as

the palladium of the ftate : the gallies and artillery might occafionallj

be lent to the allies of Rome ; but the compofition of the Greek fire

was concealed with the moil jealous fcruple, and the terror of the

enemies was encreafed and prolonged by their ignorance and furprife.

In the treatife of the adminiftration of tlie empire, the royal author"

fuggefts the anfwers and excufes that might beft elude the indifcreet

curiofity and importunate demands of the Barbarians. They ihould

be told that the myftery of the Greek fire had been revealed by

an angel to the firft and greateft of the Conftantines, with a facred

injundlion, that this gift of heaven, this peculiar bleifing of the Ro-

mans, ihould never be communicated to any foreign nation : that

the prince and fubje£l were alike bound to religious filence under the

temporal and fpiritual penalties of treafon and facrilege ; and that

the impious attempt would provoke the fudden and fupernatural

vengeance of the God of the Chriilians. By thefe precautions, the

fecret was confined, above four hundred years, to the Romans of the

Eail ; and, at the end of the eleventh century, the Pifans, to whom

every fca and every art were familiar, fufFered the effedts, without

iinderilanding the compofition, of tlie Greek fire. It was at length

either dilcovered or ftolen by the Mahometans ; and, in the holy

wars of Syria and Egypt, they retorted an invention, contrived

againft thcmfelves, on the heads of the Chriilians. A knight, who

defpifed the fwords and lances of the Saracens, relates, with heartfelt

fmcerity, his own fears, and thofe of his companions, at the fight and

found of the rnifchievous engine that diicharged a torrent of the

Greek fire, the feu Gregeo'is^ as it is flyled by the more early of the

^' Con.lantin. Pcirphyrogenit. dc Admiriiilrat, Imperii, c. xiii. p. 64, 65.

7 French
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French writers. It came flying through the air, fays Joinville ",

like a winged long-tailed dragon, about the thicknefs of an hogihead,

with the report of thunder and the velocity of lightning ; and the

darknefs of the night was difpelled by this deadly illumination.

The ufe of the Greek, or, as it might now be called, of the Saracen,

fire, was continued to the middle of the fourteenth century ", when
the fcientific or cafual compound of nitre, fulphur, and charcoal,

effeiiled a new revolution in the art of war and the hiilory of man-

kind ''.

Conftantlnople and the Greek fire might exclude the Arabs from

the eaftern entrance of Europe ; but in the Weil, on the fide of

the Pyrenees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened and invaded

by the conquerors of Spain ". The decline of the French mo-

ir A
LII.

Invafion of
France by
the Arabs,

A. D. 721,
&c.

" Hiiloire de St. Louis, p. 39. Paris, 1668,

p. 44. Paris, de I'Imprimerie Royale, 1761.

The former of thefe editions is precious for

the obfervations of Ducange; the latter, for

* Tliat extraordinary man. Friar Bacon,

reveals two of the ingredients, faltpetre and
fulphur, and conceals the third in a fentence

of myflerious gibberifh, as if he dreaded the
the pure and original text of Joinville. We confequences of his own difcovery (Biogra-
muft have recourfe to that text to difcover,

that the feu Gregeois was ihot with a pile or

javeline, from an engine that afted like a fling.

*' The vanity, or envy, of Ihaking the

fftabliihed property of Fame, has tempted

fome moderns to carry gunpowder above the

'•' (fee Sir William Temple, Dutens, &c.),

and the Greek fire above the vii•'' century

(fee the Saluftedu Prefident deiBrofles.tom.ii.

p. 581.). But their evidence, which pre-

cedes the vulgar a;ra of the invention, is fel-

dom clear or fatisfaiHory, and fubfequent

ivriters may be fulpeded of fraud or credulity.

In the earlieft fieges, fome combulHbles of

oil and fnlphur have been ufed, and the

(irerk fire has /one affinities with gunpowder

both in nature and effeils: for the antiquity

of the firft, a paflage of Procopius (de Bell.

Goth. 1. iv. c. II.); for that of the fecond,

foioe fails in the Arabic hiilo.•^ of Spain

(A. D. 1249. 1312. 1332. Bibliot. Arab.

Hifp. torn. ii. p. 6, 7, S.), are the iroll diffi-

cult to elude.

phia Britannica, vol. i. p. 430. new edi-

tion).

'' For the invafion of France, and the de-

feat of the Arabs by Charles Martel, fee the

Hilloria Arabum (c. 11,12, 13, 14.) of Rode-
ric Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, who had
before him the Chriftian chronicle of Ijidore

Pacenfis, and the Mahometan hiftory of No-
vairi. The Moilenis are filent or concife

in the account of their lofles, Init M. Car-

donne (torn. i. p. izr», 130, 131 ) has given

a /-ure and fimple account of all that he could
col left from Ibn Halikan, Hidjazi, and an
anonymous xvriter. The texts of the chroni-

cles of France, and lives of faints, are inferied

in the colleftion of Bouquet (torn iii.) and the

Annals of Pagi, who (torn. iii. under the pro-

per years) has reftored the chronology, which
is anticipated fix years in the Annals of Baro-

nius. I'he Diftionary of Bayle (Abderatnt
and MtiHUKa) has more merit for lively re-

flexion than original reiearch.

narchy
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^ ^, ^' narchy Invited the attack of thefe infatiate fanatics. The defcend-

^-—V——
' ants of Clovis had loft the inheritance of his martial and ferocious

fpirlt ; and their misfortune or demerit has affixed the epithet of la%y

to the laft kings of the Merovingian race ". They afcended the

throne without power, and funk into the grave without a name.

A country palace, in the neighhourhood of Compiegne ", was allot-

ted for tiieir refidence or prlfon ; but each year, in the month of

March or May, they were conducted in a waggon drawn by oxen to

the aiTemhly of the Franks, to give audience to foreign ambaifadors,

and to ratify the ads of the mayor of the palace. That domeftic

officer was become the minifter of the nation and the mafter of the

prince. A public employment was converted into the patrimony of

a private family : the elder Pepin left a king of mature years under

the guardianihip of his own widow and her child ; and thefe feeble

regents were forcibly difpoifefied by the moft aitive of his baftards.

A government, half favage and half corrupt, was almoft diffiilved
;

and the tributary dukes, the provincial counts, and the territorial

lords, were tempted to defpife the weaknefs of the monarch, and to

imitate the ambition of the mayor. Among thefe independent

chiefs, one of the boldeft and moft fuccefsful was Eudes, duke of

Aquitain, who, in the fouthern provinces of Gaul, ufurped the au-

thority and even the title of king. The Goths, the Gafcons, and

the Franks, aflembled under the ftandard of this Chriftian hero : he

repelled the firft invafion of the Saracens ; and Zama, lieutenant of

*^ Eginhart, de Vita Carol! Magni, c. ii. perparvl reditus villam (fee the notes, and

p. 13— 18. edit. Schmink, Utrecht, 171 1. the map of ancient France for Dom. Boa-

Some modern critics accufe the minifter of quel's Colleftion). Compendium, or Com-
Charlemagne of exaggerating the weaknefs of piegne was a palace of more dignity (Hadrian

the Merovingians : but the general outline is Valefii Notitia Galliarum, p. 152), and

juft, and the French reader will for ever re- that laughing philofopher, the Abbe Gal-

peat the beautiful lines of Boileau's Lutrin. Hani (Dialogues fur le Commerce des Bleds),

" Mamacca on the Oyfe, between Com- may truly affirm, that it was the refidence of

piegne and Noyon, which Eginhart calls the rois tres Chretiens et tres chevelus,

I the
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the caliph, loft his army and his life under the walls of Tholoufe. C HA P.

The ambition of his fucceifors was ftimulated by revenge ; they re- < ^—

'

pafied the Pyrenees with the means and the refolution of conqueft.

The advantageous fituation which had recommended Narbonne " as

the firft Roman colony, was again chofen by the Moilems : they

claimed the province of Septemania or Languedoc as a juft de-

pendence of the Spanifh monarchy : the vineyards of Gafcony and

the city of Bourdeaux were poiTefled by the fovereign of Damafcus

and Samarcand ; and the fouth of France, from the mouth of the

Garonne to that of the Rhone, aiTumed the manners and religion of

Arabia.

But thefe narrow limits were fcorned by the fpirit of Abdalrah- Expedition

and viilories

man, or Abderame, who had been reftored by the caliph Hafhem to ofAbderame,
A. D. 7i I.

the wiihes of the foldiers and people of Spain. That veteran and

daring commander adjudged to the obedience of the prophet what-

ever yet remained of France or of Europe ; and prepared to exe-

cute the fentence, at the head of a formidable hoft, in the full con-

fidence of furmounting all oppofition either of nature or of man.

His firft care was to fupprefs a domeftic rebel, who commanded the

moft important pafles of the Pyrenees : Munuza, a Mooriih chief,

had accepted the alliance of the duke of Aquitain ; and Eudes,

from a motive of private or public intereft, devoted his beauteous

daughter to the embraces of the African mifbeliever. But the

ftrongeft fortrefles of Cerdagne were invefted by a fuperior force
;

the rebel was overtaken and flain in the mountains ; and his widow

was fent a captive to Damafcus, to gratify the defires, or more pro-

bably the vanity, of the commander of the faithful. From the

-' Even before that colony, A. U. C. 630 nence, and one of the moft northern places

(Velleius Patercul. i. 15.), in the time of of the linown world (d'Anville, Notice de

Polybius (Hift. 1. iii. p. 265. edit. Gronov.), I'Ancienne Gaule, p. 473•).

Narbonne was a Celtic town of ihe firft emi-

Pyrenees,
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^
^ if

^' Py^^'^^^s» Abderame proceeded without delay to the paflage of the

* ' Rhone and the fiege of Aries. An army of Chriftians attempted

the relief of the city : the tombs of their leaders were yet vifible in

the thirteenth century ; and many thoufands of their dead bodies

were carried down the rapid ftream into the Mediterranean fea.

The arms of Abderame were not lefs fuccefsful on the fide of the<

ocean. He paifed without oppofition the Garonne and Dordogne,

which unite their waters in the gulf of Bourdeaux ; but he found,

beyond thofe rivers, the camp of the intrepid Eudes, who had

formed a fecond army, and fuftained a fecond defeat, fo fatal to the

Chriftians, that, according to tlieir fad confeiTion, God alone could

reckon the number of the ilain. The vidorious Saracen overran

the provinces of Aquitain, whofe Gallic names are difguifed, rather

than loft, in the modern appellations of Perigord, Saintonge, and

Poitou : his ftandards were planted on the walls, or at leaft before

the gates, of Tours and of Sens ; and his detachments overfpread

the kingdom of Burgundy as far as the well-known cities of Lyons

and Befan^on. The memory of thefe deA^aftations, for Abderame

did not fpare the country or the people, was long preferved by tra-

dition ; and the invafion of France by the Moors or Mahometans,

affords the ground-work of thofe fables, which have been fo wildly

disfigured in the romances of chivalry, and fo elegantly adorned by

the Italian mufe. In the decline of fociety and art, the deferted

cities could fupply a flender booty to the Saracens ; their richeft fpoil

was found in the churches and monafteries, which they ftripped of

their ornaments and delivered to the flames : and the tutelar faints,

both Hilary of Poitiers and Martin of Tours, forgot their miracu-

lous powers in the defence of their own fepulchres *'. A vidorious

line

'9 With regard to the fanftuary of St Mar- Saracens of the deed. Turonis civitatem,

lia of Tours, Roderic Ximenes accufes the ecclefiam et palatia vaftatione et ircendio

iisnili
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line of march had been luolonged above a thoufand miles from the CHAP.
. Lir.

rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of an -,,-..^

equal fpace would have carried the Saracens to the confines of Po-

land and the Highlands of Scotland : the Rhine is not more im-

paiTable than the Nile or Euphrates, and the Arabian fleet might

have failed without a luval combat into the mouth of the Thames.

Perhaps the interpretation of the Koran would now be taught in the

fchools of Oxford, and her pulpits might demonftrate to a circum-

cifed people the fandity and truth of the revelation of Maho-

met '°.

From fuch calamities was Chriftendom delivered by the genius Defeat of the
' " baracens by

and fortune of one man. Charles, the illegitimate fon of the elder CharlesMar-
tel,

Pepm, was content with the titles of mayor or duke of the Franks, A. D. 732.

but he deferved to become the father of a line of kings. In a labo-

rious adminiftration of twenty-four years, he reftored and fupported

the dignity of the throne, and the rebels of Germany and Gaul

were fucceflilvely crufhed by the adivity of a warrior, who, in the

fame campaign, could difplay his banner on the Elbe, the Rhone,

and the fliores of the ocean. In the public danger, he was fum-

moned by the voice of his country; and his rival, the duke of Aqui-

tain, was reduced to appear among the fugitives and fuppliants.

" Alas!" exclaimed the Franks, " what a misfortune! what an in-

" dignity! We have long heard of the name and conquefts of the

" Arabs : we were apprehenfive of their attack from the Eaft ; they

fimili diruit et confumpfit. The continuator fermons lately preached by Mr. White, the

of Fredegarius imputes to them no more Arabic profeiTor, at Mr. Bampton's leilure.

than the intention. Ad domum beatiflimi His obfervations on the charailer and religion

Martini evertendam delHnant. At Carolus, of Mahomet, are always adapted to his ar-

&c. The French annalift was more jealous gument, and generally founded in truth and

of the honour of the faint. reafon. He fuftains the part of a lively and
'° Yet I fincerely doubt whether the Ox- eloquent advocate; and fometimes rifes to

ford mofch would have produced a volume of the merit of an hiflori.in and philofopher.

controverfy fo elegant and ingenious as the

Vol. V. 3 G " have
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P• " have now conquered Spain, and invade our country on the fide

" of the AVeft. Yet their numbers, and (fince they have no

" buckler) their arms, are inferior to our own." " If you follow

" my advice," replied the prudent mayor of the palace, " you will

" not interrupt their march, nor precipitate your attack. They

" are like a torrent, which it is dangerous to ftem in its career.

" The thirft of riches, and the confcioufneis of fuccefs, redouble

" their valour, and valour is of more avail than arms or numbers.

" Be patient till they have loaded themfelves with the incumbrance

" of wealth. The pofleiTion of wealth will divide their counfels

" and aiTure your vidory." This fubtle policy is perhaps a refine-

ment of the Arabian writers ; and the fituation of Charles will

fuggeft a more narrow and felfiih motive of procraftination ; the

fecret defire of humbling the pride, and wafting the provinces, of the

rebel duke of Aquitain. It is yet more probable, that the delays of

Charles were inevitable and reludant. A ftanding army was un-

known under the firft and fecond race : more than half the kingdom

was now in the hands of the Saracens: according to their refpedive

fituation, the Franks of Neuftrla and Auftrafia Avere too confcious or

too carelefs of the impending danger ; and the voluntary aids of the

Geplds and Germans were feparated by a long interval from the

ft'andard of the Chriftian general. No fooner had he colleded his

forces, than he fought and found the enemy in the centre of France,

between Tours and Poitiers. His well-condudtcd march was co-

vered by a range of hills, and Abderame appears to have been fur-

prifed by his unexpected prefence. The nations of Afia, Africa,

and Europe, advanced with equal ardour to an encounter which

v.Ould change the hiftory of the world. In the fix firft days of de-

i'ultory combat, the horfemen and archers of the Eaft maintained

their advantage : but in the clofer onfet of the feventh day, the

Orientals
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Orientals were opprefied by the ftrength and ftature of the Germans C P.
* m.

who, with ftout hearts and iroji hands ^', afferted the civil and re- •

ligious freedom of their pofterity. The epithet of Martel^ the

Hammer^ which has been added to the name of Charles, is exprefiive

of his weighty and irrefiftible ftrokes : the valour of Eudes was ex-

cited by refentment and emulation ; and their companions, in the

eye of hiftory, are the true Peers and Paladins of French chivalry.

After a bloody field, in which Abderame was flain, the Saracens, in

the clofe of the e'eing, retired to their camp. In the diforder and

defpair of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and Damafcus, of

Africa and Spain, were provoked to turn their arms againft each

other : the remains of their hoft were fuddenly diflolved, and each

fnnr confulted his fafety by an hafty and feparate retreat. At the

dawn of day, the ilillnefs of an hoftile camp was fufpedled by the

victorious Chriilians : on the report of their fpies, they ventured to

.explore the riches of the vacant tents ; but, if we except fome ce-

lebrated relics, a fmall portion of the fpoil was reftored to the inno-

cent and lawful owners. The joyful tidings were foon diiFufed over

the Catholic world, and the monks of Italy could affirm and believe

that three hundred and fifty, or three hundred and feventy-five

thoufand of the Mahometans had been crufhed by the hammer of

Charles "
; while no more than fifteen hundred Chriftians were

ilain in the field of Tours. But this incredible tale is fufficiently

difproved by the caution of the French general, Vvho apprehended

3' Gens Auftrix membrorum pre-eminen- (in Vit. Gregori'i II.), who tells a miracu-

t'la valida, et gens Germana corde et corpore ]ous ftory of three confecrated fpunges, which
praftantiffima, quafiin idtu occuli manu ferrea rendered invulnerable the French foldiers

ct peilore arduo Arabesextinxerunt (Roderic. among whom they had been Ihared. It

Toletan. c.xiv.). ihould feem, that in his letters to the pope,
3* Thefe numbers are dated by Paul War- Eudes ufurped the honour of the viitory, for

nefrid, the deacon of Aquileia (de Geftis which he is chailifed by the French annalilis,

Langobard. 1. vi. p. 921. edit. Grot.), and who, with equal falfehood, accufe him of in-

Anailafius, the librarian of the Roman church viting the Saracens.

3 G 2 the
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CHAP, t^ie fnares and accidents ot a purluit, and difmilled his German
LI!.

. . . . . ^
_ . _' allies to their native forefts. The inaftivity of a conqueror betrays

the lois of ftrength and blood, and the moft cruel execution is in-

fiided, not in the ranks of battle, but on the backs of a flying enemy.

They retreat Yet the vidlory of the Franks was complete and final ; Aquitain was
before the

^ ^ ^

pranks. recovered by the arms of Eudes ; the Arabs never refumed the con-

queft of Gaul, and they were foon driven beyond the Pyrenees by

Charles Martel and his valiant race ". It might have been ex-

peded that the faviour of Chriftendom would have been canonized,

or at leaft applauded, by the gratitude of the clergy, who are in-

debted to his fword for their prefent exiftence. But in the public

diilrefs, the mayor of the palace had been compelled to apply the

riches, or at leaft the revenues, of the biihops and abbots, to the

relief of the ftate and the reward of the foldiers. His merits were

forgotten, his facrilege alone was remembered, and, in an epiftle to

a Carlovingian prince, a Gallic fynod prefumes to declare that his

anceftor was damned ; that on the opening of his tomb, the fpec-

tators were affrighted by a fmell of fire and the afpeft of an horrid

dragon ; and that a faint of the times was indulged with a pleafant

vifion of the foul and body of Charles Martel, burning, to all eter-

nity, in the abyfs of hell ".

The lofs of an army, or a province, in the Weftern world, was

lefs painful to the court of Damafcus than the rife and progrefs of a

domeftic competitor. Except among the Syrians, the caliphs of the

Elevation of

the Abbaf-

fides,

A. D.
746—750.

'^ Narbonne, and the reft of Septimania,

was recovered by Pepin, the fon of Charles

Martel, A. D. 75; (Pagi, Critica, torn. iii.

p. 300.)• Thirty-leven years afterwards it

was pillaged by a fudden inroad of the Arabs,

who employed the captives in the conftruc-

tion of the mofch of Cordova (de Guignes,

Hift. des Huns, torn. i. p. 354.).
^* This paftoral letter, addrefled to Lewis

the Germanic, the grandfon of Charlemagne,

and moft probably compofed by the pen of

the artful Hincmar, is dated in the year 858,

and iigned by the biihops of the provinces of

Rheimsand Rouen (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef.

A. D. 741. Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom.x. p.

514—516.). Yet Baronius himfelf, and the

French critics, rejeft with contempt this epi-

fcopal fiflion,

houfe
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houfe of Ommiyali had never been the objeds of the public favour. C A P.

The life of Mahomet recorded their perfeverance in idolatry and '
'

rebellion ; their converfion had been reluiitant, their elevation irre-

gular and fadlious, and their throne was cemented with the moft

holy and noble blood of Arabia. The beft of their race, the pious

Omar, was diiTatisfied with his own title : their perfonal virtues were

infufficient to juftify a departure from the order of fucceilion ; and

the eyes and wifhes of the faithful were turned towards the line of

Hafhem and the kindred of the apoftle of God. Of thefe the Fati-

mites were either rafh or pufillanimous ; but the defcendants of

Abbas cherillied, with courage and difcretion, the hopes of their

rlfing fortunes. From an obfcure refidence in Syria, they fecretly

difpatched their agents and miffionaries, who preached in the Eaftern

provinces their hereditary indefeaiible right ; and Mohammed, the

fon of Ali, the fon of Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, the uncle of the

prophet, gave audience to the deputies of Chorafan, and accepted

their free gift of four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. After the

death of Mohammed, the oath of allegiance was adminiftered in the

name of his fon Ibrahim to a numerous band of votaries, who ex-

pedted only a fignal and a leader ; and the governor of Chorafan

continued to deplore his fruitlefs admonitions and the deadly flumber

of the caliphs of Damafcus, till he himfelf with all his adherents

was driven from the city and palace of Meru, by the rebellious arms

of Abu Modem ^^ That maker of kings, the author, as he is

named, of the call of the AbbaiTides, was at length rewarded for his

prefumption of merit with the ufual gratitude of courts. A mean,

^5 The fteed and the faddle which had niture; and the daily confumption amounted

carried any of his wives, were inflantly killed to three thoufand cakes, an hundred (heep,

or burnt, lell they. Ihould be afterwards befides oxen, poultry, &c. (Abulpharagius,

mounted by a male. Twelve-hundred mules. Hill. Dynaft. p. 140.)

or camels, were required for his kitchen fur-

perhaps
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CHAP, perhaps a foreign, extraftion could not reprefs the afpinng energy of

» Abu Moflem. Jealous of his wives, liberal of his wealth, prodigal

of his own blood and of that of others, he could boaft with plea-

fure, and poffibly with truth, that he had deilroyed fix hundred

thoufand of his enemies ; and fuch was the intrepid gravity of his

mind and countenance, that he was never {een to fmile except on

a day of battle. In the vifible feparation of parties the green was

confecrated to the Fatimites j the Ommiades were diftinguiflied by

the white^ and the black, as the moft adverfe, was naturally adopted

by the Abbaffides. Their turbans and garments were ftalned with

that gloomy colour : two black ftandards, on pike-ftaves nine cubits

long, were borne aloft in the van of Abu Moilem ;- and their alle-

gorical names of the night and the obfcurely reprefented the

indiflbluble union and perpetual fucceilion of the line of Haihem.

From the Indus to the Euphrates the Eaft was convulfed by the

auarrel of the white and the black fadions: the AbbaiTides were moil

frequently victorious ; but their public fuccefs was clouded by the

perfonal misfortune of their chief. The court of Damafcus, awaken-

ing from a long ilumber, refolved to prevent the pilgrimage of

Mecca, which Ibrahim had undertaken with a fplendid retinue, to

recommend himfelf at once to the favour of the prophet and of the

people. A detachment of cavalry intercepted his march and arreft-

ed his perfon ; and the unhappy Ibrahim, fnatched away from the

promlfe of untafted royalty, expired in iron fetters in the dungeons

of Haran. His two younger brothers, Saifah and Almanfor, eluded

the learch of the tyrant, and lay concealed at Cufa, till the z«,al of

the people and the approach of his eailern friends allowed them to

expofe their perfons to the impatient public. On Friday, in the

drefs of a caliph, in the colours of the fedl, SafFah proceeded with

religious and military pomp to the mofch : afcending the pulpit, he

prayed and preached as the lawful fucceiTor of Mahomet ; and, after

1

6

his
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his departure, his kinfmen bound a willing people by an oath of ^ P.

fidelity. But it Avas on the banks of the Zab, and not in the mofch _ ^.- _f

of Cufa, that this important controverfy was. determined. Every

advantage appeared to be on the fide of the white fadtion : the au-

thority of eftabliihed government ; an army of an hundred and

twenty thouliuid foldiers, againft a fixth part of that number ; and

the prefence and merit of the caliph Mervan, the fourteenth and

laft of the houfe of Ommlyah. Before his acceffion to the throne,

he had deferved, by his Georgian warfare, the honourable epithet

of theafs of Mefopotamia ^*

; and he might have been ranked

among the greateft princes, had not, fays Abulfeda, the eternal

order decreed that moment for the ruin of his family ; a decree

againft which all human prudence and fortitude muft ftruggle in

vain. The orders of Mervan were miftaken or difobeycd : the re-

turn of his horfe, from which he had difmounted on a neccilary

occafion, impreffed the belief of his death ; and the enthufiafm of

the black fquadrons was ably conduded by Abdallah, the uncle of

his competitor. After an irretrievable defeat, the caliph efcapcd to

Moful ; but the colours of the Abbaifides were difplayed from the

rampart ; he fuddenly repaifed the Tigris, caft a melancholy look

on his palace of Haran, crofled the Euphrates, abandoned the forti-

fications of Damafcus, and, without halting in Paleftine, pitched his

laft and fatal camp at Bufir on the banks of the Nile ". His fpeed

was

^* Jl Hemar. He had been governor of the name of Bufir, orEufiris, fo famous in

Mefopotamia, and the Arabic proverb praifes Greek fable. The firft where Mervan was
the courage of that warlike breed of aiTes who ilain, was to the weft of the Nile, in the pro-

never fly from an enemy. The furname of vince of Fium, or Arfinoe; the fecond in the'

Mervan may juftify the comparifon of Ho- Delta, in the Sebennytic nome ; the third,

mer (iliad . 557, &c.), and both will filence near the pyramids; the fourth, which was
the moderns, who confider the afs as a ftupid deftroyed by Dioclefian (fee above, vol. i.

and ignoble emblem (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. p. 439 ), in the Thebais. I Ihall here tran-

Orient, p. 558.).
'

fcribe a note of the learned and orthodox Mi-
" Four feveral places, all in Egypt, bore chaelis: Videntur inpluribus ^gypti fuperi-

orii
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CHAP, .vvas urged by the inceflant diligence of Abdallah, who in every ftep

«

—

/ 1 of the purfuit acquired ftrength and reputation : the remains of the

Fall of the white fadion were finally vanquiflacd in Egypt ; and the lance, which
Ommiades,
A. D. 750, terminated the life and anxiety of Mervan, was not leis welcome per-
e ruary 10.

^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ unfortunate than to the vidorious chief. The mercilefs

inquiiition of the conqueror eradicated the moil diftant branches of the

hoftile race : their bones were fcattered, their memory was accurfed,

and the martyrdom of Hofleiu was abundantly revenged on the

pofterity of his tyrants. Fourfcore of the Ommiades, who had

yielded to the faith or clemency of their foes, were invited to a

banquet at Damafcus. The laws of hofpitality were violated by a

promifcuous maffacre : the board was fpread over their fallen bodies;

and the feftivity of the guefts was enlivened by the mufic of their

dying groans. By the event of the civil war the dynafty of the

Abbaffides was firmly eftabliflied ; but the Chriftians only could

triumph in the mutual hatred and common lofs of the difciples of

Mahomet ''.

Revolt of Yet the thoufands who were fwept away by the fword of war

).' J755. might have been fpeedily retrieved in the fuccecding generation, if the

confequences of the revolution had not tended to diflblve the power

and unity of the empire of the Saracens. In the profcription of the

oris urbibus Bufiri Coptoque arma fumpfi/Te- I'Egypte, p. 85. 147. 205.)•

Chriftiani, libertatemque de religione fen- ^* See Abulfeda (Annal. Moflem. p. 136

tiendi defendiife, fed fuccubuifle quo in bello — 145-)> Eutychius (Annal. torn. ii. p. 392.

Coptus et Bufiris diruta, et circa Efnam vcrf. Pocock), Elmacin (Hift. Saracen,

magna ftrages edita. Bellum narrant fed p. 109— 121.), Abulpharagius (Hift. Dynaft.

caufam belli ignorant fcriptores Byzantini, p. 134—140.), Roderic of Toledo (Hill,

alioqui Coptum et Bufirim non rebellafle Arabuni, c. 18. p.33.), Theophanes (Chro-

difturi, fed cauflam Chrillianorum fufcepturi nograph. p. 356, 357. who fpeaks of the

(Not. 211. p. 100.)• For the geography Abbaffides under the names of Xufxaanrai

of the four Bufirs, fee Abulfeda (Defcript. and MavfofofrA), and the Bibliotheque of

J£sypt. p. 9. verf. Mlchaelis. Gottingse, d'Herbelot, in the articles of O^i^KzWij, ./^
1776, in 4'°), Michaelis (Not. 122— 127. Jiiies, Mifrvan, Ibrahim, Saffah, Abou Mof-

p. 58—63.)» and d'Anville (Memoire fur Urn.

4 Ommiades,
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Ommiades, a royal youth of the name of Abdalrahman alone efcaped chap.
the rage of his enemies, who hunted the wandering exile from the ^-^—ir—

/

banks of the Euphrates to the vallies of mount Atlas. His prefencc

in the neighbourhood of Spain revived the zeal of the white failion.

The name and caufe of the Abbaflides had been hrft vindicated by

the Perfians : the Wert had been pure from civil arms ; and the fer-

vants of the abdicated family ftill held, by a precarious tenure, the

inheritance of their lands and the offices of goA'ernment. Strongly

prompted by gratitude, indignation, and fear, they invited the grand-

fon of the caliph Hailiem to afcend the throne of his anceftors ; and

in his defperate condition, the extremes of rafhneis and prudence

were almoft the fame. The acclamations of the people faluted his

landing on the coaft of Andalufia ; and, after a fuccefsful ftruggle,

Abdalrahman eftabliihed the throne of Cordova, and was the father

of the Ommiades of Spain, who reigned above two hundred and

fifty years from the Atlantic to the Pyrenees ^'. He flew in battle a

lieutenant of the Abbaffides, who had invaded his dominions with a

fleet and army : the head of Ala, in fiilt and camphlre, was fuf-

pended by a daring meflienger before the palace of Mecca ; and the

caliph Almanfor rejoiced in his fafety, that he was removed by feas

and lands from fuch a formidable adverfary. The::• mutual defigns

or declarations of offenfive war evaporated without effeft ; but in-

fl;ead of opening a door to the conqueft of Europe, Spain was dif-

fevered from the trunk of the monarchy, engaged in perpetual hof-

tihty with the Eaft, and inclined to peace and friendfnip with the

Chriftian fovereigns of Conftantinople and France. The example of Triple divi-

the Ommiades was imitated by the real or fiditious progeny of Ali, caliphate.

39 For the revolution of Spain, confult 198.), and Cardonne (Hiil. de i'Afriqiie et

Roderic of Toledo (c. xviii. p. 34, &c.), the de I'Efpagne, torn, i. p. 180—197. 205.

Bibliothcca Arabico-Hifpana (torn. ii. p. 30. 272,323, &c.).

Vol. V. 3 the
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CHAP, tl-ve Edriffites of Mauritania, and the more powerful Fatimites of
LII

Africa and Egypt. In the tenth century, the chair of Mahomet was

difputed by three caliphs or commanders of the faithfu4, who reigned

at Bagdad, Cairoan, and Cordova, excommunicated each other, and

agreed only in a principle of difcord, that a fe£tary is mora odious

and criminal than an unbeliever '".

Magnifi- Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Haihem, yet the Ab-

clhpls
^ ^

baflldes were never tempted to refide either in the birth-place or

nr^—'oo t^^<^ ^^^y °^ ^^^ prophet. Damalcus was dilgraced by the choice, and

polluted with the blood, of the Ommiades ; and after fome hefita-

tion, Almanfor, the brother and fucceifor of Saffah, laid the found-

ations of Bagdad*', the Imperial feat of his pofterity during a reign

of five hundred years *\ The chofen fpot is on the eaftern bank of

the Tigris about fifteen miles above the ruins of Modain : the double

wall was of a circular form ; and fuch was the rapid encreafe of a

capital, now dwindled to a provincial town, that the funeral of a

popular faint might be attended by eight hundred thoufand men and

fixty thoufand women of Bagdad and the adjacent villages. In this

*° I ihall not flop to refute the ftrange —698.), Tavernier (torn. i. p. 230—238.),

errors and fancies of Sir William Temple Thevenot (part ii. p. 209—312.), Otter

(his works, vol. iii. p. 371—374. oftavo (torn. i. p. 162— 168.), and Niebuhr (Voy-

edition) and Voltaire (Hiftoire Generale, age en Arable, torn. ii. p. 239—271), have

c. xxvjii. torn. ii. p. 1:4, 125. edition de feen only its decay; and the Nubian geogra-

Laufanne), concerning the divifion of the Sa- pher (p. 204.) the travelling Jew, Benja-

racen empire. The miftakes of Voltaire min of Tudela (Itinerarium, p. 112— 123.4

proceeded fiom the want of knowledge or Conil. I'Empereur, apud Elzevir, 1633), are

refleftlon ; but Sir William was deceived by the only writers ofmy acquaintance, whohave

a Spaniih impoftor, who has framed an apo- known Bagdad under the reign of the Ab-

cryphal hiftory of the conijuell of Spain by baflides.

the Arabs. *^ The foundations of Bagdad were laid

*' The geographer d'Anville (I'Euphr-^teet A.H. 145, A.D. 762. Moftafem, the lail

le Tigre, p. jsi— 123.), and the Orientalift of the Abbaflldes, was taken and put to death

d'Herbelot (Bibliotheque, p.167, 168 ), may by the Tartars, A.H. 656, ,. 1258, the

fuffice for the knowledge of Bagdad. Our '*" of Febraary,

travellers, I'ietro della Valle (torn. i. p. 688

s
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city ofpeace *', amldil the riches of the Eaft, the AbbaiTides foon dlf- CHAP,
dained the abftineace and frugality of the firft caliphs, and afpired » .

'

_t

to emulate the magnificence of the Perfian kings. After his wars

and buildings, Almanfor left behind him in gold and filver about

thirty millions fterling "*
; and this treafure was exhaufted in a few

years by the vices or virtues of his children. His fon Mahadi, in a

fmgle pilgrimage to Mecca, expended fix millions of dinars of gold,

A pious and charitable motive may fandify the foundation of cifterns

and caravanferas, which he diftributed along a meafured road of

feven hundred mifcs ; but his train of camels, laden with fnov*^, could

ferve only to aftoniih the natives of Arabia, and to refreih the fruits

and liquors of the royal banquet "'. The courtiers would furely

pralfe the liberality of his grandfon Almamon, who gave away four

fifths of the income of a province, a fum of two millions four hun-

dred thoufand gold dinars, before he drew his foot from the ftirrup.

At the nuptials of the fame prince, a thoufand pearls of the largeft

fize were ihowered on the head of the bride*", and a lottery of lands

and houfes difplayed the capricious bounty of fortune. The glories

of the court were brightened rather than impaired in the decline of

the empire; and a Greek ambaifador might admire or pity the mag-

4' Medinat 1 Salem, Dar al Salam. Urbs the Latins are fcarcely above the favages

pacis, or as it more neatly compounded by in the language of arithmetic,

the Byzantine writers, E;f>:»^woX>i (Irenopolis). *' D'Herbelot, p. 530. Abulfeda, p. 154.
There is fnme difpute concerning the etymo- Nivem Meccam apportavit, rem ibi aut nun-
logy of Bagdad, but the firll fyllable is allowed quam aut rariflime vifam.

wfignify a garden in the Perfian tongue; the '•'^ Abulfeda, p. 1S4. 189. defcribes the

garden of Dad, a Chriftain hermit, whofe fplendour and liberality of Almamon. Milton
cell had been the only habitation on the has alluded to this Oriental cuilom :,

fpot. —Or where the gorgeous Eaft, with richeft
* Reliquit in srario fexcenties millies hand,

mille ftateres, et quater et vicies millies Showers on her kings Barbaric pearls and
luille aureos aureos. Elmacin, Hift. Saracen. gold.

p. 126. 1 have reckoned the gold pieces at I have ufed the modern word lottery, toexpreis

eight ihillings, and the proportion to the the of the Roman emperors, whick
iilver as twelve to one. But I will never entitled to fome prize the perfon who caught
aalvver for the numbers of Erpenius ; and them, as they were thrown among the crowd.

3 2 nificence.
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nlficence of the feeble Modladcr. " The caliph's whole army," fays-

the hiftorian Abulfeda, " both horfe and foot, was under arms,

" which together made a bodv of one hundred and fixty thoufand

" men. His' ftate-offic^s^ the favourite flaves, flood near him ia

" fplendid apparel, their belts glittering with gold and gems. Near

" them were feven thoufand eunuchs, four thoufand of them

" white, the remainder black. The porters or door-keepers vere

" in number feven hundred. Barges and boats, with the moil

" fupcrb decorations, were feen fwimming upon the Tigris. Nor
" was the palace itfelf lefs fplendid, in which were hung up thirty-

" eight thoufand pieces of tapeftry, twelve thoufand five hundred

*' of which w^ere of filk embroidered with gold. The carpets oa

" the floor were twenty-two thoufand. An hundred lions were

" brought out wath a keeper to each lion "'. Among the other fpec-

" tacles of rare and ftupendous luxury, ^vas a tree of gold and filver

" fpreading into eighteen large branches, on which, and on the

" lefTer boughs, fat a variety of birds made of the fame precious

" metals, as well as the leaves of the tree. While the machinery

" aifedted fpontaneous motions, the feveral birds warbled their na-

" tural harmony. Through this fcene 'of magnificence, the Greek

" ambaiTador was led by the vifir to the foot of tlie caliph's

" throne *^" In the AVeft, the Ommiades of Spain fupported, with

equal pomp, the title of commander of the faithful. Three miles

from Cordova, in honour of his favourite fultana, the third and

greateft of the Abdalrahmans conftruded the city, palace, and

"•ardens of Zehra. Tvs-enty-five years, and above three millions

*' When Bell of Antermony (Travels, ^'Abulfeda, p.z37.d'Herbelot,p.59o. This

vol. i. p• 99 ) accompanied the Rnilian am- embally wasreceived atBagdad A.H.jojjA.D.

baffador to the audience of the unfortunate 917• I" the pafiage of Abulfeda, I have ufed.

Shah Hufiein of Perfia, tivo lions were in- with fome variations, the Engliih tranilation of

troduced, to denote the power of the king the learned and amiable Mr. Harris of Saiiibury

over the fiercell animals, (Philological Enc[U!ri€s, p. 363, 364.).

3 ilerling»
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ilerling, vpere employed by the founder : his liberal tafte invited the CHAP.
artifts of Conftantinople, the moil ikilful fculptors and architects of -f

the age; and the buildings were fuftained or adorned by twelve

hundred columns of Spaniih and African, of Greek and Italian

marble. The hall of audience was encrufted with gold and pearls

and a great bafon in the centre, was furrounded with the curious and

coftly figures of birds and quadrupeds. In a lofty pavilion of the

gardens, one of thefe bafons and fountains, fo delightful in a fultry

cliiuate, was repleniihed not with water, but with the pureft quick-

filver. The feraglio of Abdalrahman, his wives, concubines, and

black eunuchs, amounted to fix thoufand three hundred perfons •

and he was attended 'to the field by a guard of twelve thoufand horfe,

whofe belts and fcymetars were fiudded with gold *'.

In a priA'ate condition, our defires are perpetually reprefled by Itsconfe-

poverty and fubordination ; but the lives and labours of millions are private^ aTd

devoted to the fervice of a defpotic prince, whofe laws are blindly nefs!"^

''^^^''

obeyed, and whofe wiihes are inftantly gratified. Our imapination

is dazzled by the fplendid pifture ; and whatever may be the cool

dictates of reafon, there are few among us who obftinately

refufe a trial of the comfoits and the cares of royalty. It may there-

fore be of fome ufe to borrow the experience of the fame Abdalrah-

man, whofe magnificence has perhaps excited our admiration and

envy, and to tranfcribe an authentic memorial which was found in

the clofet of the deceafed caliph. " I have now reigned above fifty

" years in vidtory or peace ; beloved by my fubjeds, dreaded by
" my enemies, and refpeded by my allies. Riches and honours

" power and pleafure, have waited on my call, nor does any earthly

*9 CarJonnc, Hilloire de I'Afrique et de of Spain, may be ronceived from the de-
I'Efpagne, torn. i. p. 330—336. Ajuftidea fcription and plates of the Alh^mbra of Gre-
of the tafte and architeilure of the Arabians nada (Swinburne's Travels, p. 171— 188 ).

" bleffing
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CHAP. 'S blefllng appear to have been wanting to my felicity. In this fitua-

s ,-! _, " tion, I have diligently numbered the days of pure and genuine

" happinefs which have fallen to my lot: they amount to FouR-

" TEEN :

—

man! place not thy confidence in this prefent world '°."

The luxury of the caliphs, fo ufelefs to their private happinefs, re-

laxed the nerves, and terminated the progrefs, of the Arabian empire.

Temporal and Spiritual conqueft had been the fole occupation cf the

ftrft fucceflbrs of Mahomet; and after fupplying themfelves with

the necelTaries of life, the whole revenue was fcrupuloufly devoted to

that falutavy work. The Abbaflides were impoveriflied by the mul-

titude of their wants and their contempt of economy. Inftead of

purfuing the great obje£t of ambition, their leifure, their afFedions,

the powers of their mind, were diverted by pomp and pleafure : the

rewards of valour were embezzled by women and eunuchs, and the

royal camp was encumbered by the luxury of the palace. A fimilar

temper was difFufed among the fubjeds of the caliph. Their ftern

enthufiafm was foftened by time and profperity : they fought riches

in the occupations of induilry, fame in the purfuits of literature,

and happinefs in the tranquillity of domeftic life. War was no

longer the paffion of the Saracens ; and the encreafe of pay, the re-

petition of donatives, were infufficient to allure the poflerity of thofe

voluntary champions who had crowded to the ftandard of Abubeker

and Omar for the hopes of fpoil and of paradife.

5" Cardonne, torn. i. p. 329, 330. This dom impartial. If I may fpeak of myfelf

eonfeflion, the complaints of Solomon of the (the only perfon of whom I can fpeak with

vanity of this world (read Prior's verbofe but certainty), my happy hours have far exceeded,

eloquent poem), and the happy ten days of and far exceed, the fcanty numbers of the

the emperor Seghed (Rambler, N°204, 205.), caliph of Spain; and I ihall not fcruple to

will be triumphantly quoted by the detrailors add, that many of them are due to the pleaf-

of human life. Their expeftations are com- ing labour of the prefent compofition.

aionly immoderate, their eilimates are fel-

Under
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Uiider the reign of the Ommlades, the ftudies of the Moflems CHAP,
were confined to the hiterpretatlon of tlie Koran, and the eloquence <

. »

_ , . . . . • 11 r I
Introduilioti

and poetry of then• native tongue. people contniually expofed to of learning

the dangers of the field, muil efteem the healing powers of medicine '^,,^''^''

or rather of iurgery : hut the ftarving phyficians of Arahia murmured ^-^• 754•

a complaint, that exercife and temperance deprived them of the

greateil part of their pradice*'. After their civil and domeftic wars,

the fubjedls of the Abbaffides, awakening from this mental lethargy^

found leifure and felt curiofity for the acquifition of profane

fcience. This fpirit was firil encouraged by the caliph Almanfor,

who, befides his knowledge of the Mahometan law, had applied

himfelf with fuccefs to the ftudy of aftronomy. But when the

fceptre devolved to Almamon, the feventh of the Abbaffides, he

completed the defigns of his grandfather, and invited the mufes from

their ancient feats. His ambaffadors at Conftantinople, his agents ia

Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, colleded the volumes of Grecian fcience;

at his command they were tranilated by the moft fKilful interpre-

ters into the Arabic language his fubjeds were exhorted afliduouily

to perufe thefe inftrudlive writings ; and the fucceiTor of Mahomet

aiiifted with pleafure anil modefty at the afiTemblies and diiputations

of the learned. " He was not ignorant," fays Abulpharagius, " that

*' they are the elect of God, his beft and moft ufeful fervants,

*' whofe lives are devoted to the improvement of their rational fa-

*' culties. The mean ambition of the Chinefe or the Turks may
*' glory in the induilry of their hands or the indulgence of their

" brutal appetites. Yet thefe dextrous artiils muft view, with.

** hopelefs emulation, the hexagons and pyramids of the cells of a

' The Gu'iftan (p. 239.) relates the con- in the art of medicine; and Gagnier (Viede
verfationofMahomet 3ndaphyi!cian(Epiftol. Mahon>it, torn. iii. p. 394— 40;.) has given

Renaudot. in Fabricius, Bibliot. Gra-'c. torn. i. an extraft of the aphorifms which are extant

p. 814.). The prophec himfelf was (killed under his name.
^' bee-
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P• " bee-liive "
: thefe fort'itudinous heroes are awed by the fuperlor

-J " fiercenefs of the lions and tigers ; and in their amorous enjoy-

" ments, they are much inferior to the vigour of the groffeft and

*' moft fordid quadrupeds. The teachers of wifdom arc the true

" luminaries and legiflators of a world, which, without their aid,

" would again fmk in ignorance and barbarifm ''." The zeal and

curiofity of Almamon were imitated by fucceeding princes of the

line of Abbas : their rivals, the Fatimites of Africa and the Om-
miades of Spain, M^ere the patrons of the learned, as well as the

commanders of the faithful : the fame royal prerogative was claimed

by their independent emirs of the provinces ; and their emulation

difFufed the tafte and the rewards of fcience from Samarcand and

Bochara to Fez and Cordova. The vifir of a fultan confecrated a

fum of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold to the foundation of a

college at Bagdad, which he endowed with an annual revenue of

fifteen thoufand dinars. The fi'uits of inftrudion were communi-

cated, perhaps at different times, to fix thoufand difciples of every

de<^ree, from the fon of the noble to that of the mechanic : a fuffi-

cient allowance was provided for the indigent fcholars ; and the

merit or induilry of the profeflbrs was repaid with adequate ftipends.

In every city the productions of Arabic literature were copied and

'^ See their curious architefture in Reau-

mur (Hill, deslnfeftes, torn. v. Memoireviii.).

Thefe hexagons are clofed by a pyramid

;

the angles of the three fides of a fimilar pyra-

mid, fuch as would accomplifh the given

end with the fmallell quantity poflible of

materials, were determined by a mathema-

tician, at 109 degrees 26 minutes for the

larger, 70 degrees 3^ minutes for the fmaller.

The aflual meafureis 109 degrees 28 minutes,

70 degrees 32 minutes. Yet this perfeft har-

mony raifes the work at the expcnce of the

artill: the bees are not mailers of tranfcend-
'

ant geometry.

53 Saed Ebn Ahmed, cadhi of Toledo,

who died . H. 462, A. D. 1069, has fur-

nifhed Abulpharagius (Dynail. p. 160,) with

this curious paiTage, as ivell as with the text

of Pocock's Specimen Hiftoria: Arabum. A
number of literary anecdotes of philofophers,

phyficians, &c. who have flourifhed under

each caliph, form the principal merit of the

Dynaflies of Abulpharagius,

colleded
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colleded by the curiofity of the iludious and the vanity of tlie rich. ^ li P.

A private dodtor refufed the invitation of the fultan of Bochara, be- » ..—^~L 1

caufe the carriage of his books would have required four hundred

camels. The royal library of the Fatimites confifted of one hundred

thoufand manufcripts, elegantly tranfcribed and fplendidly bound,

which vere lent, without jealoufy or avarice, to the ftudents of Cairo.

Yet this colledion muft appear moderate, if we can believe that the

Ommiades of Spain had formed a library of fix hundred thoufand

volumes, forty-four of which were employed in the mere catalogue.

Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent towns of Malaga, Almeria,

and Murcia, had given birth to more than three hundred writers, and

above feventy public libraries were opened in the cities of the An•^

dalufian kingdom. The age of Arabian learning continued about

five hundred years, till the great eruption of the Moguls, and was

coaeval with the darkeft and moft flothful period of European an-

nals ; but fince the fun of fcience has arifen in the Weft, it ihould

feeni that the Oriental ftudies have languiihed and declined '*.

In the libraries of the Arabians, as in thofe of Europe, the far '^^^^r real

progrefs in

greater part of the innumerable volumes were poffefled only of local the I'ciences.

value or imaginary merit ''. The ihclves were crowded with ora-

tors and poets, \vhofe fcyle was adapted to the tafte and manners of

their countrymen ; with general and partial hiftories, which each

revolving generation fupplied with a new harveft of perfons and

events ; with codes and commentaries of jurifprudence, vhich de-

rived their authority from the law of the prophet , with the inter-

5* Thefe literary anecdotes are borrowed '^ Tlie Arabic catalogue of the Efcurial

from iheBibLiothcca Arabico-Hifpana^tom.ii. will give a juft idea of the proportion of tlie

p. 58. 71. 201, 202.), Leo Africanus (de claiTi-s. In the library of Cairo, the MSS.
Arab. Medicis et Philofophis, in Fabric, of ailronomy and medicine amounted to

Bibliot Grxc. torn. xiii. p. 259— 298. par- 6500, with two fair gloles, the one of brafs,

ticularly p. ^-^), and Renaudot (Kill. Pa- the other of lilver (Bibliot. Arab. Kifp. toni.i.

triarch. Alex. p. 27^, 275• 536, 537.), befides p. 417.).

he chronological remarks of Abulpharagius.

YoL. Y. 3 I preters
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CHAP, preters of the Koran, and orthodox tradition ; and with the whole

\_, - , - _ theological tribe, polemics, myftics, fcholaftics, and moralifts, the

firft or the lafl of writers, according to the different eilimate of fceptics

or believers. The works of fpeculation or fcience may be reduced

to the four clafies of philofophy, mathematics, aftronomy, and phy-

fic. The fages of Greece were tranilated and illuftrated in the

Arabic language, and fome treatifes, now loft in the original, have

been recovered in the verfions of the Eaft'', which poifeiTed and

ftudied the writings of Ariftotle and Plato, of Euclid and ApoUonius,

of Ptolemy, Hippocrates, and Galen ". Among the ideal fyftems,

which have varied with the fafhion of the times, the Arabians

adopted the philofophy of the Stagirite, alike intelligible or alike

obfcure for the readers of every age. Plato wrote for the Athenians,

and his allegorical genius is too clofely blended with the language

and religion of Greece. After the fall of that religion, the Peripa-

tetics, emerging from their obfcurity, prevailed in the controverfies of

the Oriental fedls, and their founder was long afterwards reftored by

the Mahometans of Spain to the Latin fchools ^^ The phyfics, both

of the Academy and the Lycieum, as they are built, not on obferva-

tion, but on argument, have retarded the progrefs of real know-

" As for inftance, the fifth, fixth, and Neftorian feft, who flouriihed at Bagdad in

feventh books (the eighth is ftill wanting) the court of the caliphs, and died A. D. 876.

of the Conic Seftions of ApoUonius Pergreus, He was at the head of a fchool or manufac-

which were printed from the Florence MS. ture of tranflations, and the worlds of his

1661 (Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, torn. ii. p. 559.). fons and difciples were publiihed under his

Yet the fifth book had been previoufly re- name. See Abulpharagius (D) nail. p. 88.

llored by the mathematical divination of Vi- 115. 17?— 174. and apud Afleman, Bibliot.

viani (fee his eloge in Fontenelle, torn. v. Orient, torn. ii. p. 438.), d'Herbelot (Bibliot.

p. 5g, Sec). Orientale, p.456.), Afleman (Bibliot. Orient.

5' The merit of thefe Arabic verfions is torn. iii. p. 164.), and Cafiri (Bibliot. Arab,

freely difcufled by Remudot (Fabric. Bibliot. Hifpana, tom.i. p. 238, &c. 251. 286—290.

Grac. torn. i. p. S12—816.), and piouOy de- 302.304, &c.).

fended by Cafiri (Bibliot. Arab. Hifpana, ^s tjgg Moflieim, Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef.

tom.i. p. 238—240.). Mod of the verfions p. 181. 214. 236. 257. 315. 338. 396. 438,

©f Plato, Ariftotle, Hippocrates, Galen, &c. ijc.

are a.fcribed to Honain, a phyfician cf the

ledge.
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ledge. The metaphyfics of infinite, or finite, fpirit, have too often CHAP,
been enlifted in the fervice of fuperftition. But the human fa- ,_ .- _f

culties are fortified by the art and pradice of dialedics j the ten pre-

dicaments of Ariftotle colled and methodife our ideas ^', and his

fyllogifm is the keeneft weapon of difpute. It was dextroufly wielded

in the fchools of the Saracens, but as it is more efFedual for the de-

tedion of error than for the inveftigation of truth, it is not furprifing

that new generations of mailers and difciples ihould ftill revolve in

the fame circle of logical argument. The mathematics are diftin-

guiihed by a peculiar privilege, that, in the courfe of ages, they

may always advance, and can never recede. But the ancient geo-

metry, if I am not mifmformed, was refumed in the fame ilate by

the Italians of the fifteenth century; and whatever may be the origin

of the name, the fcience of algebra is afcribed to the Grecian Dio-

phantus by the modeft teftimqny of the Arabs themfelves *°. They

cultivated with more fuccefs the fublime fcience of ailronomy, which

elevates the mind of man to difdain his diminutive planet and mo-

mentary exiftence. The coftly inftruments of obfervation were

fupplied by the caliph Almamon, and the land of the Chaldxans ftill

afforded the fame Ipacious level, the fame unclouded hjorizon. In

the plains of Sinaar, and a fecond time in thofe of Cufa, his mathe-

maticians accurately meafured a degree of the great circle of the

earth, and determined at twenty-four thoufand miles the entire

circumference of our globe *'. From the reign of the AbbaiTides to

that

" The moll elegant commentary on the immiferit fe leilor, oceanum hoc in genere

Categories or Predicaments of Ariftotle, may (algebras) inveniet. The timeof Diophantus
be found in the Philofophical Arrangements of Alexandria is unknown, bat his fix books
of Mr. James Harris (London, 1771;, in oc- are ftill extant, and have been illuftrated by
tavo), who laboured to revive the ftudies of the Greek Planudes and the Frenchman
Grecian literature and philofophy. Meziriac (Fabric. Bibliot. Grsc. torn. iv.

^" Abulpharagius, Dynaft. p. Si. 222. p. 12— 15.).

Eibliot. Arab. Hifp. torn. i. p. 370, 371. In «' Abulfeda (Annal. MoHem. p, 210. 211.

quem (fays the primate of the Jacobites) verf. Reiike) defcribes this operation accord-

. 3 I 2 Jng
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P• that of the gi-andchildren of Tamerlane, the ilars, without the aid

of glafies» were diligently obferved ; and the aftronomical tables of

Bagdad, Spain, and Samarcand'"^, corre£l fome minute errors, with-

out daring to renounce the hypothefis of Ptolemy» without advan-

cing a ftep towards the difcovery of the folar fyftem. In the eaftern

courts, the truths of fcience could be recommeniled only by igno-

rance and folly, and the aftronomer would have been difregarded,

had he not debafed his wifdom or honefty by the vain predidioits

of ailrology ". But in the fcience of medicine, the Arabians have

been defervcdly applauded. The names of Mefua and Geber, of

Razis and Avicenna, ai"e ranked with the Grecian mafters ; in the

city of Bagdad, eight hundred and fixty phyficians were licenfed to

exercife their lucrative profeffion** : in Spain, the life of the Catholic

princes was entrufted to the ikill of the Saracens*', and the fchool

of Salerno, their legitimate offspring, revived in Italy and Europe

the precepts of the healing art ". The fuccefs of each profeifor muft

have been influenced by perfonal and accidental caufes; but we may

form a lefs fanciful eftimate of their general knowledge of anatomy"',

botany.

ing to Ibn Challecan, and the bell hiftorlans.

Tlvis degree moft accurately contains 200,oco

royal or Haihemite cubits, which Arabia had

derived from the facred and legal prailice both

of Paleftine and Egypt. Thisancient cubit is

repeated 400 times in each bafis of the great

pyramid, and feems to indicate the primitive

and univerfal meafures of the Eaft. See the

Metrologie of the laborious M. Paudlon,

p. 101— 195.
^* See the Aftronomical Tables of Ulugh

Begh, with the preface of Dr. Hyde, in the

i" volume of his Syntagma Diflertationum,

Oxon. 1767.
" The truth of ailrology was allowed by

Albumazar, and the beft of the Arabian

aftronomers, who drew their moll certaia

prediflions, not from Venus and Mercury,

but from Jupiter and the fun (Abulpharag,

Dynall. p. 161— 163.)• For the ftate and

fcience of the Perfian aftronomerf, fee Char-

din (Voyages en Perfe, torn. iii. p. 162

—

203.).
'* Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana, tom.i. p. 438.

The original relates a pleafant tale, of an ig-

norant but harmlefs pradlitioner.

'* In the year 956, Sancho the fat, king

of Leon, was cured by the phyficians of Cor-

dova (Mariana, l.viii. c. 7. torn. i. p. 318.).

" The fchool of Salerno, and the intro-

dudllon of the Arabian fciences into Italy,

are difcufled with learning and judgment by

Muratori (Antiquitat. Italic Medii ^vi,

torn, iii. p. 932— 940.) and Giannone (liloria

Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 119— 127.)•
*' See a good view of Uie progrefs of ana-

tomy
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botany", and chemiilry", the threefold hzCvo of their theory and ^ P.

pradicc. A fuperftitious reverence for the dead confined both the « ^—»

Greeks and the Arabians to the diiFedlion of apes and quadrupeds
;

ihs more folid and vifible parts were known in the time of Galen,

and the finer fcrutiny of the human frame was referved for the mi-

crofcope and the injeftions of modern artiils. Botany is an adive

fcience, and the difcoveries of the torrid zone might enrich the

herbal of Diofcorides with two thoufand plants. Some traditionary

knowledge might be fecreted in the temples and monafteries of

Egypt ; much ufeful experience had been acquired in the pradice of

arts and manufadures ; but the fcience of chemiftry owes its origin

and improvement to the induftry of the Saracens.' They firft in-

vented and named the alembic for the purpofes of diftillation, ana-

lyfed the fubftances of the three kingdoms of nature, tried the dif-

tindion and affinities of alcalis and acids, and converted the poifon-

ous minerals into foft and falutary medicines. But the moft eager

fearch of Arabian chemiftry was the tranfmutation of metals, and

the elixir of immortal health : the reafon and the fortunes of thou-

fands wei"e evaporated in the crucibles of alchymy, and the confum-

mation of the great work was promoted by the worthy aid of my-

ftery, fable, and fupcrftition.

tcmy in Wotton (Refleilions on ancient nnd century (H'Herbetot, p. 3S-.), that he had

modern Learning, p. 208—256.). H's re- drav.-ii m-.il of his fcience, perhaps of the

putation has been unworthily depreciated by tran/mutation of metals, from the ancient

the wits in the conuoverfy of Boyle and Bent- fages. Whatever might be the origin or

ley. extent of their knowledge, the arts of
*' Bibliot. Arab, rlifpanica, tom.i. p. 2-5. chemiftry and alchymy appear to have been

1 Beithar of Malaga, their greateft botanill, knoAin in Egypt at lead three hundred

had travelled into Africa, Perfia, and India. years before Mahomet (Wotton's Reilec-
"^' Dr. Wacfon (Elements of Chenii:iry, tions, p. izi— 133. Pauvv, Recherches fur /es

vol. i. p. 17, fiC.) allows the original merit Jigyptiens et les Chinoii, torn. i. p. 376

—

of the Arabians. Yet he tiuotes the mod?!} 429•)•

confeilion of the famous Geber of the i;."»

8 But
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But the Moflems deprived themfelves of the principal benefits of

a familiar intercourfe with Greece and Rome, the knowledge of

antiquity, the purity of tafte, and the freedom of thought. Confi-

dent in the riches of their native tongue, the Arabians difdained the

iludy of any foreign idiom. The Greek interpreters were chofen

among their Chriftian fubjeds ; they formed their tranflations, fome-

times on the original text, more frequently perhaps on a Syriac

verlion : and in the crowd of aftronomers and phyficians, there is

no example of a poet, an orator, or even an hiftorian, being taught

to fpeak the language of the Saracens '°. The mythology of Homer

would have provoked the abhorrence of thofe ftern, fanatics : they

poiTefled in lazy ignorance the colonies of the Macedonians, and the

provinces of Carthage and Rome : the heroes of Plutarch and Livy

were buried in oblivion ; and the hiftory of the world before Ma-
homet was reduced to a fhort legend of the patriarchs, the pro-

phets, and the Perfian kings. Our education in the Greek and

Latin fchools may have fixed in our minds a ftandard of exclufive

tafte ; and I am not forward to condemn the literature and judgment

of nations, of whofe language I am ignorant. Yet I ktio-w that the

claiTics have much to teach, and I believe that the Orientals have

much to learn : the temperate dignity of ftyle, the graceful propor-

tions of art, the forms of vifible and intelle£tual beauty, the juft

delineation of charadler and paffion, the rhetoric of narrative and

argumefit, the regular fabric of epic and dramatic poetry ". The

'" Abulpharagius (Dynall. p. 26. 14S.) '' I have perufed, with much pleafure,

mentions a Syriac verfion of Homer's t.vo Sir William Jones's Latin Comnnentary on

poems, by Theophilus, a Chri;lian Maronite Afiatic poetry (London, 1774, in oftavo),

of mount Libanus, who profcfled aftronomy which was conipofed in the youth of that

at Roha or EdeiTa towards the end of the vii;''' wonderful linguift. At prefent, in the ma-

century. His work would be a literary curio- turity of his tafte and judgment, he would

fity. I have read fomewhere, but I do no; be- perhaps abate of the fervent, and even par-

lieve, that Plutarch'sLives were tranflated into tial, praife which he has bellowed on the

Turkiih for the ufe of Mahomet the fecond. Oiientali.

4 influence
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influence of truth and reaibn is of a lefs ambiguous complexion.

The philofophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the bleflings, and

aflerted the rights, of civil and religious freedom. Their moral and

political writings might have gradually unlocked the fetters of Eauern

defpotifm, diiFufed a liberal fpirit of enquiry and toleration, and en-

couraged the Arabian fages to fufpedl that their caliph was a tyrant

and their prophet an impoftor'\ The of fuperftition was

alarmed by the introdudion even of the abftradl: fciences ; and the

more rigid doctors of the law condemned the rafh and pernicious

curiofity of Almamon". To the thirft of martyrdom, the vifion of

paradife, and the belief of predeftlnation, we muft afcribe the invinci-

ble enthuiiafm of the prince and people. And the fword of the Sara-

cens became lefs formidable, when their youth was drawn away from

the camp to the college, when the armies of the faithful prefumed to

read and to refleil. Yet the foolifh vanity of the Greeks was

jealous of their ftudies, and reluiiantly Imparted the facred fire to

the Barbarians of the Eaft '*.

In the bloody confli£t of the Ommiades and AbbaiTides, the Wars of Ha-

Greeks had ftolen the opportunity of avenging their wrongs and en- againft the

larglng their limits. But a fevere retribution was exacted by Mo- "^^"^

hadi, the third caliph of the new dynafty, who feized in his turn 7S 1—805.

the favourable opportunity, while a woman and a child, Irene and

Conftantine, were feated on the Byzantine throne. An army of

ninety-five thoufand Pcrfians and Arabs was fent from the Tigris

^* Among the Arabian philofophers. Aver- 'i- e^opyo; «» » »» > ^»7,;»,
roes has been accufeJ of defpifing the reli- A ,;, Vwi^Mut, £*<,» iramn
gions of the Jews, the Chriftian?, and the tci; ,-, &c. Cedrenus, p. 548. who relates

Mahometans (fee his article in Bayle's Die- how manfully the emperor refufed a mathe-

tionary). Each of thefe fedls would agree, matician to the inilances and offers of the

that in two inftances out of three, his con- caliph Almamon. This abfurd fcruple is

tempt was reafonable. exprefled almoft in the fame words, by the

'' D'Herbelot, Cibliotheque Crientale, continuator of Theophanes (Scriptores poll

p. 546. Theophanem, p. iiS.).

to
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C P. to the Thraclan Bofphorus, unilcr the command of Ilarun '\ or

*——

V

' Aaron, the fecond fen of the commander of the faithfuh Kls en-

campment on the oppofite heights of Chryfopohs or Scutari, in-

formed Irene, in her palace of Cunilantinople, of the lofs of her

troops and provinces. With the confent or connivance of their fo-

vereign her minifters fubfcribed an ignominious peace ; and the ex-

change of fome royal gifts could not di (guile the annual tribute of

feventy thoufand dinars of gold, which was impofed on the Roman

empire. The Saracens had too raflily advanced into the midll: of a

diftant and hoftile land : their retreat was folicited by the promife of

faithful guides and plentiful markets ; and not a Greek had courage

to whifper, that their weary forces might be furrounded and de-

ilroyed in their neceflary paiTage between a flippery mountain and

the river Sangarius. Five years after this expedition, Harun afcended

the throne of his father and his elder brother ; the mofl: powerful

and vigorous monarch of his race, illuftrious in the Weft, as the ally

of Charlemagne, and familiar to the moft childifh readers, as the

perpetual hero of the Arabian tales. His title to the name of yf/

Ra/hid (the J^i[/^J is fullied by the extirpation of the generous, per-

haps the innocent, Barmecides
;
yet he could liften to the complaint

of a poor widow who had been pillaged by his troops, and who

dared, in a paiTage of the Koran, to threaten the inattentive defpot

with the judgment of God and pofterity. His court was adorned

with luxury and fcience ; but, in a reign of three-and-twenty

years, Harun repeatedly vifited his provinces from Chcrafan to

Egypt ; nine times he performed the pilgrimage of Mecca ; eight

times he invaded the territories of the Romans ; and as often as

" See the reign and charailer of Harun refers. That learned colleflor has (liewn

al Ralhid, in the Bibliotheque Orientale, much t.ilie in ftripping the Oriental chro-

p.• ,,1 .51, tnc'er his proper title ; and in nicies of tlieir inilruilive and amufing ancc-

ihe relative articles to which M.d'iifrbel«t dotes.

they
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they declined the payment of the tribute, they were taught to feel CHAP.
that a month of depredation was more coftly than a year of fub- « ,- j
miifion. But when the unnatural mother of Conftantine was de-

pofed and banlihed, her fucceiTor Nicephorus refolved to obliterate

this badge of fervitude and difgrace. The epiftle of the emperor to

the caUph was pointed with an allufion to the game of chefs, which

had already fprcad from Perfia to Greece. " The queen (he fpoke

" of Irene) confidered you as a rook and herfelf as a pawn. That

*' pufillanimous female fubmitted to pay a tribute, the double of

*' which flic ought to have exailed from the Barbarians. Reftore

*' therefore the fruits of your Injufllce, or abide the determination

" of the fword." At thefe words the ambaifadors caft a bundle of

fwords before the foot of che throne. The caliph fmlled at the

menace, and drawing his fcymetar, famfamah^ a weapon of hiftoric

or fabulous renown, he cut afunder the feeble arms of the Greeks,

without turning the edge, or endangering the temper, of his blade.

He then didlated an epiftle of tremendous brevity : " In the name
*' of the moft merciful God, Harun al Raihld, commander of the

*' faithful, to Nicephorus, the Roman dog. I have read thy letter,

" thou fon of an unbelieving mother. Thou ihalt not hear, thou
** fhalt behold my reply." It was written In charafters of blood

and fire on the plains of Phrygla ; and the warlike celerity of the

Arabs could only be checked by the arts of deceit and the ihew of

repentance. The triumphant caliph retired, after the fatigues of the

campaign, to his favourite palace of Racca on the Euphrates '*
; but

the dlftance of five hundred miles, and the Inclemency of the feafon

encouraged his adverfary to violate the peace. Nicephorus was

""• For the fituaitSfi of Racca, the old Ni- tionary in Bagdad. He rcfpeiled the royal

cephorium, confult d'AnviJle (I'Euphrate et feat of the Abbaflides, but the vices of the

leTigre, p. 24— 27.)• The Arabian Nights inhabitants had driven him from the city

reprefent Harun al Rafliid as almoft lla- (Abulfed. Annal. p. 167.).

Vol. V. 3 aftoniflied
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aftoniflied by the bold and rapid march of the commander of the

faithful, who repaifed, in the depth of winter, the fnows of mount

Taurus : his ftratagems of policy and war were exhaufted ; and the

perfidious Greek efcaped with three wounds from a field of battle

overfpread v/ith forty thoufand of his fubjedts. Yet the emperor

was afhamed of fubmiifion, and the caliph was refolved on vidtory.

One hundred and thirty-five thoufand regular foldiers received pay,

and were infcribed in the military roll ; and above three hundred

thoufand perfons of every denomination marched under the black

ftandard of the Abbaifides. They fwept the furface of Afia Minor

far beyond Tyana and Ancyra, and inveiled the Pontic Hera-

clea ", once a flouriihing ftate, now a paltry town ; at that time

capable of fuftaining in her antique walls a month's fiege againft the

forces of the Eaft. The ruin was complete, the fpoil was ample

;

but if Harun had been converfant with Grecian ftory, he would have

regretted the ftatue of Hercules, whofe attributes, the club, the bow,

the quiver, and the lion's hide, were fculpturcd in mafly gold. The

progrefs of defolation by fea and land, from the Euxine to the ifle

of Cyprus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus to retraft his haughty

defiance. In the new treaty, the ruins of Heraclea were left for

ever as a leiTon and a trophy ; and the coin of the tribute v/as

marked with the image and fuperfcription of Harun and his three

ions '\ Yet this plurality of lords might contribute to remove the dif-

honour of the Roman name. After the death of their father, the

" M.deTournefort, in his coailing voyage '^ The wars of Harun al Rafhid againfl

from Conllantinople to Trebisond, paffed a the Roman empire, are related by Theophanes

night at Heraclea or Eregri. His eye fur- (p. 384, 385. 391, 396.407,408.), Zonaras

veyed the prefent Jlate, his reading collciled (torn. ii. 1. xv. p. 11;. 124.), Cedrenus

the antiquities, of the city (Voyage du Le- (p. 477, 478.), Eutychiui• (Annal. tom. ii.

vant, tom. iii, Icttre xvi. p. 23

—

3•)• We p, 407.), Elmacin (Hjft. Saracen, p. 136.

h.ive a feparatehiftory of Heraclea in thefrag- iiji. 152), Abul^haragius (Dynaft, p. 147.

ments of Memnon, which are preferved by ^51•)) and Abulfeda (p. j;6. 166— 168.).

Fhotius.

heirs



. D. 8i3•

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 435

heirs of the caliph were involved In civil difcord, and the connneror, chap.
LII.

the liberal Almamon, was fufEciently engaged in the reiloration of ' v-—

J

domeftic peace and the Introduftion of foreign faience.

Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of Michael the Stam- The Arabs

merer at Conilantinople, the iilands of Crete " and Sicily were fub- iiie of Cre-c,

dued by the Arabs. The former of thefe conquefts is difdained by

their own writers, who were ignorant of the fame of Jupiter and

Minos, but it has not been overlooked by the Byzantine hiflorians,

who now begin to call a clearer light on the affairs of their own
times ^°. A band of Andalufian volunteers, difcontented with the

climate or government of Spain, explored the adventures of the

fea J but as they failed in no more than ten or twenty gallies, their

warfare muft be branded with the name of piracy. As the fubjeils

and fediaries of the ivhitc party, they might lawfully invade the do-

minions of the black caliphs. A rebellious fadion introduced them

into Alexandria °'
j they cut in pieces both friends and foes, pillaged

the churches and the mofchs, fold above fix thoufand Chriftian cap-

tives, and maintained their ftation in the capital of Egypt, till they

" The authors from whom I have learned pod Theophanem, p. i— 162. a Francifc.

the moll of the ancient and modern ftate of Combefis, Paris, 1685). The lofs of Crete

Crete, are Belon (Obfervations, &c. c. 3

—

and Sicily is related, I.ii. p. 46—52. To>

50. Paris, 1555), Tournefort (Voyage du thefe we may add the fecondary evidence cjT

Levant, torn. i. lettre ii. et iii.), and Meur- Jofeph Genefius (1. ii. p, 21. Venet. 1733),

fius (Creta, in his works, torn. iii. p. 343 George Ce^renus (Compend. p. 506

—

.)»
—-544,). Although Crete is ilyled by Homer and John ScyJitzes Curopalata (apud Baron,

niiifa, by Dionyfius, £•,&.3{, I Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 827. N° 24, &c.).

cannot conceive that mountainous iiland to But the modern Greeks are fuch notoriou;-

furpafs, or even to equal, in fertility the plagiaries, that 1 ihould only quote a plura

greater part of Spain. lity of names.

" The moil authentic and circumilantial " Renaudot (Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 251

intelligence is obtained from the four books —256. 268— 270.) has defcrlbcd the ravages

of the Continuation of Theophanes, coin- of the Andalufian Arabs in Egypt, but ha:

piled by the pen or the command of Con- forgot to conned them with the conqueft of

tlantine Porphyrogenitus, with the Life of Crete.

i(ii father Bafil the Macedonian (Scriptores

3 i| were
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were opprefled by the forces and the prefence of Ahnamoa himfelf.

From the mouth of the Nile to the Hellefpont, the iflands and fea-

coafts both of the Greeks and Moflems were expofed to their depre-

dations ; they faw, they envied, they tailed, the fertility of Crete,

and foon returned with forty gallies to a more ferious attack. The

Andalufians wandered over the land fearlefs and unmolefted ; but

when they defcended with their plunder to the fea-ihore, their vefTels

were in flames, and their chief, Abu Caab, confeiTed himfelf the

author of the mifchief. Their clamours accufed his madnefs or

treachery. " Of what do you complain ?" replied the crafty emir.

" I have brought you to a land flowing with milk and honey.

*' Here is your true com:itry ; repofe from your toils, and forget the

*' barren place of your nativity." " And our wives and children ?"

" Your beauteous captives will fupply the place of your wives, and

*' in their embraces you will foon become the fathers of a new pro-

" geny." The firil habitation was their camp, with a ditch anti

rampart, in the bay of Suda ; but an apoftate monk led them to a

more defirable pofition in the eafl:ern parts ; and the name of Can-

dax, their fortrefs and colony, has been extended to the whole

ifland, under the corrupt and modern appellation of Candia. The

hundred cities of the age of Minos were diminiihed to thirty ; and

of thefe, only one, moil probably Cydonia, had courage to retain

the fubilance of freedom and the profeflion of Chrifl;ianityi The

Saracens of Crete foon repaired the lofs of their navy ; and the tim-

bers of mount Ida v/ere launched into the main. During an hoftile

period, of one hundred and thirty-eight years, the princes of Con-

ilantinople attacked thefe licentious corfairs with fruitlefs curfes and

jneffeilual arms,

Thi
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The lofs of Sicily '^ was occafioaed by an a£l of fuperftitious rigour. CHAP.
An amorous youth who had ilolen a nun from her cloyfter, was < ! »

fentenced by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue, Euphe- ^"
a. d!'

^'

mius appealed to the reafon and policy of the Saracens of Africa ;
^^7— 878.

and foon returned with the Imperial purple, a fleet of one hundred

ihips, and an army of feven hundred horfe and ten thoufand foot.

They landed at Mazara near the ruins of the ancient Selinus ; but

after fome partial vidorics, Syracufe ^' was delivered by the Greeks,

the apoftate was flain before her walls, and his African friends were

reduced to the neceffity of feeding on the fleih of their own horfes.

In their turn they were relieved by a powerful reinforcement of their

brethren of Andalufia ; the largeft and weftern part of the ifland was

gradually reduced, and the commodious harbour of Palermo was

chofen for the feat of the naval and military power of the Saracens.

Syracufe preferved about fifty years the faith which ihe had fworn

to Chrift and to Csefar. In the laft and fatal fiege, her citizens dif-

played fome remnant of the fpirit which had formerly refifted the

powers of Athens and Carthage. They flood above twenty days

againft the battering-rams and catapultce^ the mines and tortoifes

of the befiegers, and the place might have been relieved, if the

mariners of the Imperial fleet had not been detained at Gonftanti-

nople in building a church to the Virgin Mary. The deacon Theo-

dofius, with the biihop and clergy, was dragged in chains from the

altar to Palermo, cail into a fubterraneous dungeon, and expofed to

the hourly peril of death or apoilacy. His pathetic, and not inele-

'* (fays the continuator of Theo- °- The fplendid and interefting tragedy of

phanes, 1. ii. p. 51.) It ^ Tancrede would adapt itfelf much better to» »" TcTs 7fapiicra ©sii'y'^s'i' *<"" "5 %"?"? 'I^'^ epoch, than to the date (A. D. 1005)

•» ij'fii'•». This hiftory of the lofs of Sicily which Voltaire himfelf has chofen. But I

is no longer extant. Muratori (Annali d'lta- mull gently reproach the poet, for infuling

lia, torn. vii. p. 7. 19. 2j, &c.) has added into the Greek fubjefts the fpirit of modern

fome circumftances from the Italian chro- knights and anciert republicans,

nicies.

4. %^^^
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CHAP, gant complaint, may be read as tlie epitaph of his country'*. From

V- -^-^ ..> the Roman conquefl: to this final calamity, Syracufe, now dwindled

to the primitive Ifle of Ortygea, had infenfibly declined. Yet the

relics were ftill precious ; the plate of the cathedral weiglied five

thoufand pounds of filver ; the entire fpoil was computed at one mil-

lion of pieces of gold (about four hundred thoufand pounds fter-

ling), and the captives muft out-number the feventeen thoufand

Chriftians, who were tranfported from the fack of Tauromenium

into African fervitude. In Sicily, the religion and language of the

Greeks were eradicated ; and fuch was the docility of the rifmg ge-

neration, that fifteen thoufand boys were circumcifed and clothed

on the fame day with the fon of the Fatimite caliph. The Arabian

fquadrons iifued from the harbours of Palermo, Biferta, and Tuni»;

an hundred and fifty towns of Calabria and Campania were attacked

and pillaged ; nor could the fuburbs of Rome be defended by the

name of the Caefars and apoilles. Had the Mahometans been

united, Italy muft have fallen an eafy and glorious acceifion to the

empire of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad had loft their

authority in the Weft ; the Aglabites and Fatimites ufurped the pro-

vinces of Africa ; their emirs of Sicily afpired to independence

;

and the defign of conqueft and dominion was degraded to a repe-

tition of predatory inroads ''.

Invafion of In the fufferings of proftrate Italy, the name of Rome awakens a

Saracens', folcmn and mournful recolledion. A fleet of Saracens from the

A. D. 846.
^fj-jcjjn coaft prefumed to enter the mouth of the Tyber, and to

'* The narrative or lamentation of Theo- of Sicily are given in Abulfeda (Annal. Mof-

dofius, is tranfcribed and illuftrated by Pagi lem. p. 271— 273.)» and in the ftrft volume

(Critica, torn, iii. p. 719, &c.). Conftan- of Muratori's Scriptores Rerum Icalicarum.

tine ForphjTogenitus (in Vit. Bafil. c. 69,70. M. de Guignes (Hiil. des Huns, torn. i.

p. 190— 192.) mentions the lofs of Syracufe p. 363, 364.) has added fomc important

a-nd the triumph of the demons. fails.

" The extrafts from the Arabic hiilories

10 approach
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approach a city which even yet, In her fallen ftate, was revered as ^ a p.

the metropoUs of the Chriftian world. The gates and ramparts ^ f

were guarded by a trembling people ; but the tombs and temples of

St. Peter and St. Paul were left expofed in the fuburbs of the Va-

tican and of the Oilian way. Their invifible fandbity had proteded

them againft the Goths, the Vandals, and the Lombards ; but the

Arabs difdained both the gofpel and the legend ; and their rapacious

fpirit was approved and animated by the precepts of the Koran.

The Chriftian idols were ftripped of their coftly oiFerings ; a filver

altar was torn away from the ihrine of St. Peter; and if the bodies

or the buildings were left entire, their deliverance muft be imputed

to the hafte, rather than the fcruples, of the Saracens, In their

courfe along the Appian way,, they pillaged Fundi and befieged

Gayeta ; but they had turned afide from the walls of Rome, and,

by their divifions, the Capitol was faved from the yoke of the pro-

phet of Mecca. The fame danger ftill impended on the heads of

the Roman people ; and their domeftic force was unequal to the al-

fault of an African emir. They claimed the protedion of their

Latin fovereign ; but the Carlovingian ftandard was overthrown by

a detachment of the Barbarians: they meditated the reftoration of

the Greek emperors ; but the attempt was treafonable, and the fuc-

cour remote and precarious '^ Their diftrefs appeared to receive

fome aggravation from the death of their fpiritual and temporal

chief; but the preffing emergency fuperfeded the forms and in-

trigues of an eledion ; and the unanimous choice of pope Leo the

fourth " was the fafety of the church and city. This pontiff was

born

'° One of the moil eminent Romans (Gra- Graces, et cum e'ls fccdus pacis componentef,

tianus, magiiler milkum et R.omani palaiii Francorum regem et gentemde noilro regno e:

fuperifta) was accufed of declaring, Quia dominationcexpellimus? Anaftaiius in Leone

Pranci nihil nobis boni faciunt, ncque adju- IV. p. 109.

lorium pra;bent, fed magis qas noftra funt '' Voltaire (Hift. Generale, torn. ii. c 38,

violenter tollunt, Quare non advocamus p. 124.) appears to be remarkably ftruck
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CHAP, born a Roman ; the courage of the firft ages of the republic glowed

i——

V

1 in his breaft ; and, amidft the ruins of his country, he flood eredl,

like one of the firm and lofty columns that rear their heads above

the fragments of the Roman forum. The firft days of his reiga

were confecrated to the purification and removal of relics, to

prayers and proceiTions, and to all the folemn offices of religion,

which ferved at leaft to heal the imagination, and reftore the hopes,

of the" multitude. The public defence had been long negledled, not

from the prefumption of peace, but from the diftrefs and poverty of

the times. As far as the fcantinefs of his means, and the fliortnefs of

his leifure would allow, the ancient walls were repaired by the com-

mand of Leo ; fifteen towers, in the moft acceffible ftations, were

built or renewed ; two of thefe commanded on either fide the Tyber
;

and an iron chain was drawn acrofs the ftream to impede the afcent

of an hoftile navy. The Romans were aifured of a ihort refpite by

the welcome news, tliat the fiege of Gayeta had been raifed, and

that a part of the enemy, with their facrilegious plunder, had pe-

riihed in the waves.

Viaory and But the ftorm, which had been delayed, foon burft upon them

Leo"iv. with redoubled violence. The Aglabite '\ who reigned in Africa,

A. D. 849. j^^j inherited from his father a treafure and an army: a fleet of

Arabs and Moors, after a ihort refreihment in the harbours of Sar-

dinia caft anchor before the mouth of theTyber, fixteen miles from

the city ; and their difcipline and numbers appeared to threaten, not

a tranfient inroad, but a ferious defign of conqueft and dominion.

But the vigilance of Leo had formed an alliance with the vaiTals of

with the charafler of pope Leo IV. I have I'Afrique et de I'Efpagne, fous la Domina-

borrowed his general expreffion, but the fight tion des Arabes, torn. ii. p. 24, 25. I ob-

of the forum has furnifhed me with a more ferve, and cannot reconcile, the difference

dillinft and lively image. of thefe writers iti the fucceffion of the Agia-

'* De Guignes, Hift. Generale des Huns, bites.

torn. i. p. 363, 364. Cardonnej . de

the
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the Greek empire, the free and maritime ftates of Gayeta, Naples, CHAP,
and Amalfi ; and in the hour of danger, their gallies appeared in u-~v—~/

the port of Oftia under the command of Csefarius the fon of the

NeapoUtan duke,- a noble and valiant youth, who had already van-

quiihed the fleets of the Saracens. With his principal companions,

Ca:farius was invited to the Lateran palace, and the dextrous pontiff

aifedled to enquire their errand, and to accept with joy and furprife

their providential fuccour. The city bands, in arms, attended their

father to Oftia, where he reviewed and bleifed his generous deli-

verers. They kiifed his feet, received the communion with martial

devotion, and liftened to the prayer of Leo, that the fame God who

had fupported St. Peter and St. Paul on the waves of the fea, would

ilrengthen the hands of his champions againft the adverfaries of his

holy name. After a fimilar prayer, and with equal refolution, the

Moflems advanced to the attack of the Chriftian gallies, which pre-

ferved their advantageous ftation along the coaft. The vid;ory in-

clined to the fide of the allies, when it was lefs glorioufly decided in

their favour by a fudden tempeft, which confounded the iklll and

courage of the ftouteft mainners. The Chriftians AA'cre iheltered in a

friendly harbour, while the Africans were fcattered and daihed in

pieces among the rocks and iilands of an hoftile iliore. Thofe who

efcaped from iliipwreck and hunger, neither found nor deferved

mercy at the hands of their implacable purfuers. The fword and

the gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude of captives ; and the re-

mainder was more ufefuUy employed, to reftore the facred edifices

which they had attempted to fubvert. The pontiff, at the head of

the citizens and allies, paid his grateful devotion at the flu-ines of

the apoftles ; and, among the fpoils of this naval vidory, thirteen

Arabian bows of pure and maify filver were fufpended round the

altar of the fiflierman of Galilee. The reign of Leo tlie fourth was

Vol. V. 3 L employed



442 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^
Vf/^

^* ^"'^'oys'i ii^ ^ defence and ornament of the Roman ftate. The
* ,

—

~j churches were renewed and embelHihed : near four thoufand pounds

of filver were confecrated to repair the lofles of St. Peter ; and his

fandluary was decorated with a plate of gold of the weight of two

hundred and fixteen pounds ; emboifed with the portraits of the

pope and emperor, and encircled with a firing of pearls- Yet this

vain magnificence refleds lefs glory on the charader of Leo, than

the paternal care with which he rebuilt the walls of Horta and

Ameria ; and tranfported the wandering inhabitants of Centumcellse

to his new foundation of Leopolis, twelve miles from the fea-fhore*'.

By his liberality, a colony of Corficans, with their wives and chil-

dren, was planted in the ftation of Porto at the mouth of the Tyber

:

the falling city was reftored for their ufe, the fields and vineyards

were divided among the new fettlers : their firft efforts were aififted

by a gift of horfes and cattle ; and the hardy exiles, who breathed

revenge againft the Saracens, fwore to live and die under the ftan-

dard of St. Peter. The nations of the weft and north who vifited

the threihold of the apoftles had gradually formed the large and

populous fuburb of the Vatican, and their various habitations were

diftinguiflied in the language of the times, as the fchools of the

Greeks and Goths, of the Lombards and Saxons. But this vene-

rable fpot was ftill open to facrilegious infult : the defign of in-

clofing it with walls and towers exhaufted all that authority could

command, or charity would fupply : and the pious labour of four

years was animated in every feafon, and at every hour, by the pre-

Foundation fence of the indefatigable pontiff. The love of fame, a generous

nine city,
'

but worldly paffion, may be detefted in the name of the Leonine city^

^' '
^^^'

which he beftowed on the Vatican, yet the pride of the dedication

'9 Beretti (Chorographia Italise Medii cellas, Leopolis, Civitas Leonina, and the

^vi, p. 106. io3.) has illuilrated Centum- other places of the Roman dutchy.

14 was
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was tempered with Chriftian pennauce and humility. The boun- C

dary was trod by the biihop and his clergy, barefoot, in fackcloth,

and aihes ; the fongs of triumph were modulated to pfalras and li-

tanies ; the walls were befprinkled with holy water ; and the cere-

mony, was concluded with a prayer, that under the guardian care of

the apoftles and the angelic hoft, both the old and the new Rome
might ever be preferved pure, profperous, and impregnable "".

The emperor Theophilus, fon of Michael the Stammerer, was one TheAmorian

,,.,•..,. . ,
war between

of the molt active and high-ipinted prmces who reigned at Conitan- Theophilus

tinople during the middle age. In offenfive or defenfive war, he f"n,

inarched in perfon five times againfl the Saracens, formidable in his ^'^• ^3^*

attack, efteemed by the enemy in his lofles and defeats. In the lail

of thefe expeditions he penetrated into Syria, and befieged the ob-

fcure town of Sozopetra ; the cafual birth-place of the caliph Mo-
taffem, whofe father Harun was attended in peace or war by the

moft favoured of his wives and concubines. The revolt of a Per-

fian impoftor employed at that moment the arms of the Saracen, and

he could only intercede in favour of a place for which he felt and

acknowledged fome degree of filial aiFedion. Thefe folicitations de-

termined the emperor to wound his pride in fo fenfible a part.

Sozopetra was levelled with the ground, the Syrian prifoners were

marked or mutilated with ignominious cruelty, and a thoufand fe-

male captives were forced away from the adjacent territory. Among

thefe a matron of the houfe of Abbas invoked, in an agony of

defpair, the name of MotaiTem ; and the infults of the Greeks en-

9° The Arabs and the Greeks are alike man church. His Lifeof LeoIV. contains

filent concerning the invafion of Rome by twenty-four pages (p. 175— 199. edit. Paris);

the Africans. The Latin chronicles do not and if a great part confiils of fuperllitious

afford much inftruflion (lee the Annals trifles, we mufl blame or commend his hero,

of Baronius and Pagi). Our authentic and who was much oftencr in a church than in a

contemporary guide for the popes of the i\'^ camp,

century, is Anaftafius, librarian of the Ro-

3 L 2 gaged
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C Hap. gaged the honour of her khifinan to avenge his Indignity, and to

y anlwer her appeal. Under the reign of the two elder brothers, the

inheritance of the youngeft had been confined to Anatolia, Armenia,

Georgia, and Circaffia ; this frontier Ration had exercifed his mili-

tary talents ; and among his accidental claims to the name of O&o-

nary '', the moil meritorious are the eight battles which he gained or

fought againft the enemies of the Koran. 1\\ this perfonal quarrel,

the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, were recruited from the tribes

of Arabia and the Turkiih hords : his cavalry might be numerous•,

though we ihould dedud fome myriads from the hundred and

thirty thoufand horfes of the royal ftables ; and the expence of the

armament was computed at four millions fterllng, or one hundred

thoufand pounds of gold. From Tariiis, the place of afiembly, the

Saracens advanced in three divifions along the high road of Conftan-

tinople : MotaiTem himfelf commanded the centre, and the vanguard

was given to his fon Abbas, who, in the trial of the firft adventure?,

might fucceed with the more glory, or fail with the leaft reproach.

In the revenge of his injury, the caliph prepared to retaliate a fimilar

affront. The father of Theophllus was a native of Amorium '"' in

Phrygia : the original feat of the Imperial houfe had been adorned

with- privileges and monuments; and, w^hatever might be the indif-

ference of the people, Conftantinople itfelf was fcarcely of more

value in the eyes of the fovereign and his court. The name of Amo-

rium was infcribed on the ihields of the Saracens; and their three

=' The fame number was applied to the Roman Itineraries. After the vi''^ century,

following circumilance in the life of Motaf- it became an epifcopal fee, and at length the

fern: he was the eighth of the Abbaifides

;

metropolis of the new Galatia (Carol. &"<>

he reigned eight years, eight months, and Paulo, Geograph. Sacra, p. 234.). The

fight days; left eight fon?, eight daughters, city rofe again from its ruins, if we ihould

;^^/ thoufand flaves, •;;^/ millions of gold. read Ammuria, rot Anguria, in the text of

s* Amorium is feldom mentioned by the the Nubian geographer (p. 236.).

«Id geographers, and totally forgotten in the

J 6 armies
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armies were again united under the walls of the devoted city. It

had been propofed by tlie wifeft counfellors, to evacuate Amorium,

to remove the inhabitants, and to abandon the empty ftrudures to

the vain refentment of the Barbarians. The emperor embraced the

more generous refolution of defending, in a fiege and battle, the

country of his anceftors. When the armies drew near, the front of

the Mahometan line appeared to a Roman eye more clofely planted

with fpears and javelins ; but the event of the a£lion was not glo-

rious on either fide to the national troops. The Arabs were broken,

but it was by the fwords of thirty thoufand Perfians, who had ob-

tained fervice and fettlement in the Byzantine empire. The Greeks

were repulfed and vanquiihed, but it was by the arrows of the

Turkiili cavalry ; and had not their bow-ftrings been damped and

relaxed by the evening rain, very few of the Chriftians could have

efcaped with the emperor from the field of battle. They breathed

at Dorylxum, at the diflance of three days ; and Theophilus, review-

ing his trembling fquadrons, forgave the common flight both of

the prince and people. After this difcovery of his weaknefs, he

vainly hoped to deprecate the fate of Amorium : the inexorable

caliph rejedted with contempt his prayers and promifes ; and de-

tained the Roman ambafladors to be the witnefles of his great re-

venge. They had nearly been the witnefTes of his ihame. The

vigorous aiTaults of fifty-five days were encountered by a faithful

governor, a veteran garrifon, and a defperate people ; and the Sara-

cens muft have raifed the fiege, if a domeftic traitor had not pointed

to the weakeft part of the wall, a place which was decorated with the

ilatues of a lion and a bull. The vow of Motaffem was accom-

plifhed with unrelenting rigour ; tired, rather than fatiated, with de-

ilrudion.
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CHAP, ftrudion, he returned to his new palace of Samara, in the neigh-

u ,,^- .^ bourhood of Bagdad, while the unfortunate^^ Theophilus implored

the tardy and doubtful aid of his AVeftern rival the emperor of the

Franks. Yet in the fiege of Amorium above feventy thoufand

Moilems had periflied : their lofs had been revenged by the ilaughter

of thirty thoufand Chriftians, and the fufFerings of an equal num-

ber of captives, who were treated as the moil atrocious criminals.

Mutual neceffity could fometimes extort the exchange or ranfom

of prifoners '*
; but in the national and religious conflid of the two

empires, peace was without confidence, and war without mercy.

Quarter was feldom given in the field ; thofe who efcaped the edge

of the fword were condemned to hopelefs fervitude, or exquifite

torture ; and a Catholic emperor relates, with vifible fatisfadion, the

execution of the Saracens of Crete, who were flayed alive, or

plunged into chaldrons of boiling oil ". To a point of honour Mo-

taffem had facrificed a flourifliing city, two hundred thoufand lives,

and the property of millions. The fame caliph defcended from his

horfe, and dirtied his robe to relieve the diilrefs of a decrepit old

man, who, with his laden afs, had tumbled into a ditch. On which

*' In the Eail he was ft) led Aurt^x',,• (Con- hundred women and children, one hundred

tinuator Theophan. I. iii. 84.); but fuch confederates, were exchanged for an equal

was the ignorance of the Weft, that his am- number of Greeks. They pa/Ted each ether

bafladors, in public difcourfe, might boldly in the middle of the bridge, and when they

narrate, de vidloriis, quas adverfus exteras reached their refpeitive friends, they (hopted

bellando gentes ccelitus fuerat alTecutus. Allah Acbar, and Kyrie Elei/on. Many of

(Annalift Bertinian, apud Pagi, torn. iii. the prifoners of Amorium were probably

p. 720.). among them, but in the fame year (A. H.
' Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 167, 168.) 231.), the moft illuftrious of them, the forty-

relates one of thefe fingular tranfaftions on two martyrs, were beheaded by ihe caliph's

the bridge of the river Lamus in Cilicia, the order.

limit of the two empires, and one day's jour- »5 Conftantin. Porphyrogenitus, in Vit.

rey weftward of Tarfus (d'Anville, Geogra- Bafil. c. 61. p. 186. Thefe Saracens were

phie Ancienne, torn. ii. p. 91.). Four thou- indeed treateu with peculiar feverity as pirates

iand four hundred and fixty Moilems, eight and renegadoes.

of
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of thefe a£lions did he refledt with the moft pleafure, when he was chap.
fummoned by the angel of death '*

? < „ »

With Motaflem, the eighth of the Abbaffides, the glory of his Difcrders of

.
the Turkifh

family and nation expired. When the Arabian conquerors had guards,

fpread themfelves over the Eaft, and were mingled with the fervile 841—870,

crowds of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, they infenfibly loft the freeborn
^'^'

and martial virtues of the defert. The courage of the fouth is the

artificial fruit of difcipllne and prejudice; the adive power of en-

thufiafm had decayed, and the mercenary forces of the caliphs were

recruited in thofe climates of the north, of which valour is the hardy

and fpontaneous produdion. Of the Turks '' who" dwelt beyond

the Oxus and Jaxartes, the robuft youths, either taken in war, or

purchafed in trade, were educated in the exercifes of the field, and

the profeffion cf the Mahometan faith. The Turkifh guards flood

in arms round the throne of their benefactor, and their chiefs ufurped

the dominion of the palace and the provinces. Motaflem, the firft

author of this dangerous example, introduced into the capital above

fifty thoufand Turks : their licentious condudl provoked the public

indignation, and the quarrels of the foldiers and people induced the

caliph to retire from Bagdad, and eftablilh his own refidence and

the camp of his Barbarian favourites at Samara on the Tigris, about

twelve leagues above the city of Peace °'. His fon Motawakkel was

s** ForThsophilus Motaflem, and the An)0- he can fee, that thefe Turks are the Hoei ke,.

rian war, fte the Continuator of Theophanes alias the Kao-/che, or high liagiroit ; that

(1. iii. p. 77— 84.), Genefius (1. iii. p. 24

—

they were divided into fifteen hords, from

34.), Cedrenus (p. 528—532), Elmacin China and Siberia to the dominions of the

(. Saracen, p. 180.), Abulpharagius caliphs and Samanides, &c. (Hill, des Huns,
(DynalL p. 165, 166.), Abulfeda (Annal. torn. iii. p. i— 33. 124— 131).
Moflem, p. 191.), d'Herbelot (Biblioc. Ori- «^ He changed the old name of Sumere, or

entale, 639 — 640.)• Samara, into the fanciful title oi Ser->.ien-rai,

*' M. de Guignes, who fometimes leaps, that which gives pieafure at firft fight (d'Her-
and fometimes Humbles, in the gulph be- belot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. S08. d'An-
ivveen Chinefe and Mahometan Ibry, thinks ville, I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 97, 98.).

a jealous
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CHAP, a jealous and cruel tyrant: odious to his fubjeds, he caft himfelf on

V -,- _' the fidelity of the ilrangers, and thefe ftrangers, ambitious and ap-

prehenfive, were tempted by the rich promife of a revolution. At

the inftigation, or at leaft in the caufe of his fon, they burft into his

apartment at the hour of fupper, and the caliph was cut into feven

pieces by the fame fwords which he had recently diftributed among

the guards of his life and throne. To this throne, yet ftreaming

with a father's blood, Montafler was triumphantly led ; but in a

reign of fix months, he found only the pangs of a guilty confcience.

If he wept at the fight of an old tapeftry which reprefented the

crime and punifliment of the fon of Chofroes ; if his days were

abridged by grief and remorfe, we may allow fome pity to a pari-

.cide, who exclaimed in the bitternefs of death, that he had loft both

this world, and the world to come. After this adl of treafon, the

enfigns of royalty, the garment and walking-ftaff of Mahomet, were

given and torn away by the foreign mercenaries, who in four years

created, depofed, and murdered three commanders of the faithful.

As often as the Turks were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice,

thefe caliphs were dragged by the feet, expofed naked to the fcorch-

ing fun, beaten with iron clubs, and compelled to purchafe, by the

abdication of their dignity, a fliort reprieve of inevitable fate *'. At

length, however, the fury of the tempeft was fpent or diverted : the

Abbaflides returned to the lefs turbulent refidence of Bagdad ; the in-

folence of the Turks was curbed with a firmer and more ikilful

hand, and their numbers were divided and deftroyed in foreign

" Take a fpecimen, the death of the caliph avertere (ludebat. . . . Quo faiio traditus tor-

Motaz, correptum pcdibus pertrahunt, et tori fuic totoque triduo cibo potuque prohi-

fudibus probe permulcant, etfpoliatum laceris bitus Suffocaius, &c. (Abulfeda, p. 206.).

veilibus in fole collocant, prs cujus, acer- Of the caliph iVlohtadi, he fays, cervices

rimo sftu pedes alternis attollebat et demit- ipfi perpctuis idibus contundebant, tefticu-

tebat. Adftantium aliquis mifero colaphos lofque pedibas conculcabant (p. 2o3.).
continuo ingerebat, quos ille objeftis manibus

warfare.
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warflire. But the nations of the Eaft had been taught to trample on C A p.

LII
the fucceflbrs of the prophet ; and the bleffings of domeftic peace «- . ^
were obtained by the relaxation of ftrength and difcipline. So uni-

form are the mifchiefs of military defpotifm, that I feem to repeat

the ftory of the prsetorians of Rome '°°.

While the flame of enthufiafm was damped by the bufinefs, the ^''« «"<!

progrefs of"

pleafure, and the knowledge, of the age, it burnt with concentrated the Carma-

heat in the breafts of the chofen few, the congenial fpirits, who a.'d.

were ambitious of reigning either in this world or in the next.
5o-95'•

How carefully foever the book of prophecy had been fealed by the

apoille of Mecca, the wiihes, and (if we may profane the word)

even the reafon, of fanaticifm, might believe that, after the fuccef-

five miflions of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Jefus, and Maho-

met, the fame God, in the fulnefs of time, would reveal a ftill

more perfect and permanent law. In the two hundred and feventy-

feventh year of the Hegira, and in the neighbourhood of Cufa, an

Arabian preacher, of the name of Carmath, aiTumed the lofty and

incomprehenfible ftyle of the Guide, the Dire£lor, the Demonftration,

the Word, the Holy Ghoft, the Camel, the Herald of the MeiTiah,

vho had converfed with him in a human fliape, and the reprefentative

of Mohammed the fon of Ali, of St. John the Baptift, and of the

angel Gabriel. In his myftic volume, the precepts of the Koran

were refined to a more fpiritual fenfe ; he relaxed the duties of ablu-

tion, fafting, and pilgrimage ; allowed the indifcriminate ufe of wine

and forbidden food ; and nouriihed the fervour of his difciples by

the daily repetition of fifty prayers. The idlenefs and ferment of

the ruftic crowd awakened the attention of the magiftrates of Cufa
;

a timid pcrfecution aififted the progrefs of the new fe£t ; and the

'°° See under the reigns of MotaiTem, Mo- d'Herbelot, and the now familiar Annals of
tavvaiikel, Moftanfer, Moftain, Motaz, Moh- Elmacin, Abulpharagius, and Abulfeda.

tadi, and Motamed, in the Biblio:heque of

Vol. V. 3 name
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CHAP, name of the prophet became more revered after his perfon had beeri

>,. —v- »^ withdrawn from the world. His twelve apofiles difperfed them-

felves among the Bedoweens, " a race of men," fays Abulfeda,

" equally devoid of reafon and of religion;" and the fuccefs of their

preaching feemed to threaten Arabia with a new revolution. The

Carmathians were ripe for rebellion, fince they difclaimed the title

of the houfe of Abbas, and abhorred the worldly pomp of the

caliphs of Bagdad. They were fufceptible of difcipline, fmce they

vowed a blind and abfolute fubmiffion to their Imam, who was called

to the prophetic office by the voice of God and the people. In-

ftead of the legal tithes, he claimed the fifth of their fubftance and

fpoil ; the moft flagitious fins were no more than the type of difo-

bedience ; and the brethren were united and concealed by an oath

of fecrefy. After a bloody conflid, they prcA^iiled in the province

Their mili- of Bahrein, along the Perfian Gulf: far and wide, the tribes of the

a!^'d.^9ooV' defert were fubjed to the fceptre, or rather to the Avord, of Abu

Said and his fon Abu Taher ; and thefe rebellious imams could

mufter in the field an hundred and feven thoufand fanatics. The

mercenaries of the caliph were difmayed at the approach of an

enemy who neither afked nor accepted quarter ; and the difference

between them, in fortitude and patience, is expreifiA^e of the change

vhich three centuries of profperity had effefted in the charadler of

the Arabians. Such troops were difcomfited in every adion ; the

cities of Racca and Baalbec, of Cufa and Baffora, were taken and

pillao-ed ; Bagdad was filled with confiiernation ; and the caliph

trembled behind the veils of his palace. In a daring inroad beyond

the Tigris, Abu Taher advanced to the gates of the capital with no

more than five hundred horfe. By the fpecial order of Modader,

the bridges had been broken down, and the perfon or head of :he

rebel was expedled every hour by the commander of the faithful.

His lieutenant, from a motive of fear or pity, apprifed Abu Taher

of

&c
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of his danp;er, and recommended a fpeedy efcape. " Your mailer "chap.
, ' Lit.

faid the intrepid Carmathian to the meflenger, " is at the head of ' r—^
" thirty thoufand foldiers : three fuch men as thefe are wanting in

" his hoft :" at the fame inftant, turning to three of his compa-

nions, he commanded the firft to plunge a dagger into his breaft,

the fecond to leap into the Tigris, and the third to call himfelf

headlong down a precipice. They obeyed without a murmur.

" Relate," continued the imam, " what you have feen : before the

" evening your general ihall be chained among my dogs." Before

the evening, the camp was furprifed and the menace was executed.

The rapine of the Carmathlans was fandliiied by their averfion to

the worfhip of Mecca : they robbed a caravan of pilgrims, and

twenty thoufand devout Moflems were abandoned on the burning

fands to a death of hunger and thirft. Another year they fuifered

the pilgrims to proceed without interruption ; but, in the feilival of

devotion, Abu Taher ftormed the holy city, and trampled on the They "pillage

moft venerable relics of the Mahometan faith. Thirty thoufand .^)"2.
citizens and ftrangers were put to the fword ; the facred precinds

were polluted by the burial of three thoufand dead bodies ; the well

of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the golden fpout was forced

from its place; the veil of the Caaba was divided among thefe impious

feclaries ; and the black ftone, the firft monument of the nation,

was borne away in triumph to their capital. After this deed of fa-

crilege and cruelty, they continued to infeft the confines of Irak,

Syria, and Egypt ; but the vital principle of enthufiafm had withered

at the root. Their fcruples or their avarice again opened the pil-

grimage of Mecca, and reftored the black ftone of the Caaba j and

it is needlefs to enquire into whjt fadions they were broken, or by

whofe fwords they were finally extirpated. The fed of the Carmathians

3 2 may
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CHAP, niay be confidered as the fecond vifible caufe of the decline and fall
Lll.

'
. f . .0.

v^ ,/——' of the empire of the cahphs .

Revoitof the The third and moil obvious caufe was the weight and magnitude

A. D.' of the empire itfelf. The caUph Alraamon might proudly aflert,

that it was eafier for him to rule the Eaft and the Weft, than to ma-

nage a chefs-boai-d of two feet fquare '"
;
yet I fufpedl, that in both

thofe games, he was guilty of many fatal miftakes ; and I perceive,

that in the diftant provinces, the authority of the firft and moft

powerful of the Abbaflides was already impaired. The analogy of

defpotifm inverts the reprefentative with the full majefty of the

prince ; the divifion and balance of powers might relax the habits

of obedience, might encourage the paflive fubjedt to enquire into

the origin and adminiftration of civil government. He whr» is born

in the purple is feldom worthy to reign ; but the elevation of a

private man, of a peafant perhaps, or a flave, affords a ftrong pre-

fumption of his courage and capacity. The viceroy of a remote

kingdom afpires to fecure the property and inheritance of his pre-

carious truft ; the nations muft rejoice in the prefence of their fove-

reign ; and the command of armies and treafures are at once the

obje£l and the inftrument of his ambition. A change was fcarcely

vifible as long as the lieutenants of the caliph were content with

their vicarious title ; while they folicited for themfelves or their

fons a renewal of the Imperial grant, and ftill maintained on the

coin, and in the public prayers, the name and prerogative of the

commander of the faithful. But in the long and hereditary exercife

'°' For thefeftof theCarmathians, confult 635.)• I find ibme inccnfiftencies of theo-

Elmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. 219. 224. 229. logy and chronology, which it would not be

231. 238. 241. 243.). Abulpharagius (Dynaft. eafy nor of much importance to reconcile,

p. 1-9— 182.), Abulfeda (Annal. Moilem. '°' Hyde, Syntagma DiiTertac torn, ji.

p. 218, 219, &c. 245. 265. 274.), and d'Her- p, 57. in Hill. Shahiludii.

belot (Bibliotheque OrientalCj p. 256—258.

of
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of power, they affumed the pride and attributes of royalty; the al- ^ a p.

ternative of peace or war, of reward or puniihment, depended folely '—-.^—-^

on their will ; and the revenues of their government were referved

for local fervices or private magnificence. Inftead of a regular fup-

ply of men and money, the fucceifors of the prophet were flattered

with the oftentatious gift of an elephant, or a caft of hawks, a fuit of

filk hangings, or fome pounds of muik and amber '°\

After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal and fpiritual fupre- Thekd?-

macy of the AbbaiTides, the firft fymptoms of difobedience broke nafties.

forth in the province of Africa. Ibrahim, the fon of Aglab, the

lieutenant of the vigilant and rigid Harun, bequeathed to the dy-

nafty of the Aglahites the inheritance of his name and power. The 'Tl'e -Agla-

. . . . . bites,

indolence or policy of the caliphs diflembled the injury and lofs, and A.D.

purfued only with poifon the founder of the Edr'ifites "*, who ereded The Ech-t-

the kingdom and city of Fez on the ihores of the weftern ocean "'\ ''"4
-q

In the Eaft, the firft dynafty was that of the Taherites '°°
; the pofte- J,^9~9«^^•^ ' ^ 7 he Talie-

rity of the valiant Taher, who, in the civil wars of the fons of "'^s,

Harun, had lerA'ed with too much zeal and fuccefs the caufe of Al- 813- £72.

'°^ The dynailies of the Arabian empire be founded in the year of the Hegira 173,

may be ftudied in the Annals of Elmacin, fince the founder was a pcflhumcus child of a

Abulpharagiu?, and Abulfeda, under the defcendant of Ali, who fled from Mecca in

froper years, in the diftionary of d'Herbelot, the year 168. 2. This founder, Edris the

under the proper names. The tables of M. fon of Edris, inftead of living to the impro-

de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom. i.) exhibit bable age of 120 years, A. H. 313, died

ageneralchronology of the Eaft, interfperfed A. H. 214, in the prime of manhood. 3. The
with fome hiftorical anecdotes; but his at- dynafty ended A. H. 307, twenty-three years

tachment to national blood has fometimes fooner than it is fixed by the hillorian of the

confounded the order of time and place. Huns. See the accurate Annals of Abulfeda,

"•^ The Aglabites and Edrifites are the P• '38. 159• «85- 238-

profefled fubjefl of M. de Cardonne (Hift. de '°^ The dynafties of the Taherites and

I'Afrique et de I'Efpagne fous la Domina• Softarides, with the rife of that of the Sama-

tion des Arabes, tom. ii. p. 1—63.). nides, are defcribed in the original hiftory

•<" To efcape the reproach of error, I muft and Latin verfion of Mirchond: yet the moll

criticife the inaccuracies of M. de Guignes interelling fails had already been drained by

(tom. i. p. 359•) concerning the Edrifites. the diligence of M. d'Herbelot.

1. The dynafty and city of Fez could not

mamon
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C HA P. mamon the younger brother. He was fent into honourable exile,

t——V——' to command on the banks of the Oxus ; and the independence of

his fucceflbrs, \vho reigned in Chorafan till the fourth generation,

was palliated by their modeil and refpeitful demeanour, the happi-

nefs of their fubjeils, and the fecurity of their frontier. They were

fupplanted by one of thofe adventurers fo frequent in the annals of

the Eaft, who left his trade of a brazier (from whence the name of

The SoiFa- Soffar'ides ) for the profeflion of a robber. In a nofturnal vifit
rides,

A. D. to the treafure of the prince of Slftan, Jacob, the fon of Lcith, ftum-
''

'

bled over a lump of fait, which he unwarily tafted with his tongue.

Salt, among the Orientals, is the fymbol of hofpitality, and the pious

robber immediately retired without fpoil or damage. The difcovery

of this honourable behaviour recommended Jacob to pardon and

truft ; he led an army at firft for his benefador, at laft for hjmfelf,

fubdued Perfia, and threatened the refidence of the Abbaffides. On
his march towards Bagdad, the conqueror was arrefted by a fever.

He gave audience in bed to the ambaflador of the caliph ; and befide

him on a table were expofed a naked fcymetar, a cruft of brown

bread, and a bunch of onions. " If I die," faid he, " your mailer

*' is delivered from his fears. If I live, this mufl: determine between

" us. If I am vanquiihed, I can return without reludance to the

" homely fare of my youth." From the height Vv here he flood, the

defcent v^'ould not have been fo foft or harmlefs : a timely death fe-

cured his own repofe and that of the caliph, who paid with the

moft lavifli conceflions the retreat of his brother Amrou to the

palaces^ of Shlraz and Ifpahan. The Abbaffides were too feeble to

contend, too proud to forgive ; they invited the powerful dynaily

The Sama- of the Saman'ides^ who paiTed the Oxus with ten thoufand horle, fo

A. D. poor, that their ftirrups were of wood ; fo brave, that they vanquiilied

.+—939• ^^ Soifarian army, eight times more numerous than their own.

The captive Amrou was fent in chains, a grateful offering to the

2 court
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court of Bao-dad ; and as the vidor was content with the hiherltance CHAP.
LII

of Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, the realms of Perfia returned for a < .- _l•

while to the allegiance of the caliphs. The provinces of Syria and

Egypt were twice difmembered by their Turkiih ilaves, of the race

and ^°\ Thefe Barbarians, in religion and manners The Toulo-

the countrymen of Mahomet, emerged from the bloody fadtions of '^

a'. D.

the palace to a provincial command and an independent throne : The ikoii-'

their names became famous and formidable in their time ; but the '^"^1'
j,

founders of thefe two potent dynafties confeiTed, either in words or 93+— 9^8•

adlions, the vanity of ambition. The firft on his death-bed im-

plored the mercy of God to a fmner, ignorant of the limits of his

own power : the fecond, in the midft of four hundred thoufand fol-

diers and eight thoufand flaves, concealed from every human eye

the chamber where he attempted to fleep. Their fons were educated

in the vices of kings ; and both Egypt and Syria were recovered and

poiTeffed by the AbbaiTides during an interval of thirty years. In

the decline of their empire, Mefopotamia, with the important cities of

Moful and Aleppo, was occupied by the Arabian princes of the tribe

of Hamadan. The poets of their court could repeat without a bluilj, The Hama-

that nature had formed their countenances for beauty, their tongues A. D.

for eloquence, and their hands for liberality and valour : but the

genuine tale of the elevation and reign of the Hainadaii'ites^ exhibits

a fcene of treachery, murdei-j and parricide. At the fame fatal

period, the Perfian kingdom was again ufurped by the dynafty of

the Boivides, by the fvvord of three brothers, who, under various TheBowIdes,
A D

names, were ftyled the fupport and columns of the ftate, and who, 933—1055.

from the Cafpian fea to the ocean, would fuifer no tyrants but them-

felves. Under their reign, the language and genius of Perfia re-

'^7 M.deGuignes (Hift.desHuns, tom.iii. and Ikfliidites of Egypt, and thrown fome

p. 124—154.) has exhaufted ihe Toulonides light on the Carmathians and Hamadanues.

vived»
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CHAP, vived, and the Arabs, three hundred and four years after the death

of Mahomet, were deprived of the fceptre of the Eaft.

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbaifides, and the thirty-ninth of

the fucceirors of Mahomet, was the laft who deferred the title of

commander of the faithful '°'
: the laft (fays Abulfeda) who fpoke to

the people, or converfed with the learned : the laft who, in the ex-

pence of his houfehold, reprefented the wealth and magnificence of

the ancient caliphs. After him, the lords of the Eaftern world were

reduced to the moft abjedl mifery, and expofed to the blows and in-

fults of a fervile condition. The revolt of the provinces circumfcribed

their dominions within the walls of Bagdad; but that capital ftill con-

tained an innumerable multitude, vain of their paft fortune, difcontent-

ed with their prefent ftate, and opprefled by the demands of a treafury

which had formerly been repleniflied by ,the fpoil and tribute of

nations. Their idlenefs was exercifed by fadion and controverfy.

Under the maik of piety, the rigid followers of Hanbal "" invaded

the pleafures of domeftic life, burft into the houfes of plebeians and

princes, fpilt the wine, broke the inftruments, beat the muficians,

and diihonoured, with infamous fufpicions, the afibciates of every

handfome youth. In each profeffion, which allowed room for two

perfons, the one was a votary, the other an antagonift, of Ali j and

'=' H!c eft uhimus chalifah qui multum lem. p. 261. I have given this paiTage as

atque fspius pro concione perorarit Fuit the manner and tone of Abulfeda, but the caft

ctiam uhimus qui otium cum eruditis et facetis of Latin eloquence belongs more properly to

hominibus fallere hilariterque agere foleret. Rellke. The Arabian hiftorian (p. 255. 257.

Uhimus tandem chalifarum cui fumtus, fti- 261 — 269. 283, &c.) has fupplied me with

pendia, reditus, et thefauri, culina;, ca:te- the moil interefting fafts of this paragraph,

raqueomnisaulicapompapriorum chalifarum '°' Their mafter, on a fimilar occafion,

adinftar comparata fuerint. Videbimus enim ftiewed himfelf of a more indulgent and to-

paullo poft quam indignis et fervilibus lu- lerating fpirit. Ahmed Ebn Hanbal, the

dibriis e.xagitati, quam ad humilem fortunam head of one of the four orthodox fefls, was

ultimumque contemptum abjedli fuerint hi born at Bagdad A. H. 164, and died there

quondam potentiiTimi totius terrarum Orien- A. H. 241. He fought and fufFered in the dif-

lalium orbis domini. Abulfed. Annal. Mof- pute concerning the creation of the Koran.

17 ilie
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the AbbaiTides were awakened by the clamorous grief of the fee- '

tarics* who denied their title and curfed their progenitors. A tur-

bulent people could only be reprefled by a military force ; but who

could fatisfy the avarice or aiTert the difcipline of the mercenaries

themfelves ? The African and the Turkiih guards drew their fvvords

againft each other, and the chief commanders, the emirs at Omra "",

imprifoned or depofed their fovereigns, and violated the fandluary of

the mofch and haram. If the caliphs efcaped to the camp or court

of any neighbouring prince, their deliverance was a change of fer-

vitude, till they were prompted by defpair to invite the Bowides,

the fultans of Perfia, who filenced the fadions of Bagdad by their

irrefiftible arms. The civil and military powers were afliimed by

Moezaldowlat, the fecond of the three brothers, and a ftipend of

fixty thoufand pounds fterling was affigned by his generofity for the

private expence of the commander of the faithful. But on the

fortieth day, at the audience of the ambafladors of Chorafan, and in

the prefence of a trembling multitude, the caliph was dragged from

his throne to a dungeon, by the command of the ftranger, and the

rude hands of his Dilemites. His palace was pillaged, his eyes were

put out, and the mean ambition of the Abbailides afpired to the va-

cant ftation of danger and difgrace. In the fchool of adverfity, the

luxurious caliphs refumed the grave and abftemious virtues of the

primitive times. Defpoiled of their armour and filken robes, they

failed, they prayed, they ftudied the Koran and the tradition of the

Sonnites; they performed, with zeal and knowledge, the fundions of

their ecclefiaftical charadler. The refped of nations ftill waited on

the fucceflbrs of the apoftle, the oracles of the law and confcience of

"° The office of vizir was fuperfeded by omnes regiones prKfecit, juflitque in omnibus

the emir al Omra, Imperator Imperatorum, fuggellis nominis ejus in concionibus men-
a title firft inftltuted \• Rahdi, and which tioneni fieri (Abulphaiagius, Dynall:. p. 199.).

merged at length in the Bowides and Selju- It is likewife mentioned by Elmacin (p. 254,
kides : vecligalibus, et tributis et curiis per 255.).

Vol. V. 3 the
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CHAP, ti^g faithful ; and the weaknefs or divifion of their tyrants foraetimes

V > » reftored the Abbaffides to the fovereignty of Bagdad. But their

misfortunes had been embittered by the triumph of" the Fatimites,

the real or fpurious progeny of Ali. Arifmg from the extremity

of Africa, thefe fuccefsful rivals extinguiihed, in Egypt and Syria,

both the fpiritual and temporal authority of the Abbaffides ; and the

monarch of the Nile-infulted the humble pontiff on the banks of the

Tigris.

Enterprlfes In the declining age of the caliphs, in the century which elapfed

Greeks, after the war of Theophilus and Motaflem, the hoftile tranfaftions

A. D. 960. ^£ j.|_^g j^YQ nations were confined to fome inroads by fea and land,

the fruits of their clofe vicinity and indelible hatred. But when the

Eaftern world was convulfed and broken, the Greeks were roufed

from th^ir lethargy by the hopes of conqueft and revenge. The

Byzantine empire, fince the acceffion of the Bafilian race, had re-

pofed in peace and dignity ; and they might encounter with their

entire ftrength the front of fome petty emir, whofe rear was aifaulted

and threatened by his national foes of the Mahometan faith. The

lofty titles of the morning ftar, and the death of the Saracens "",

were applied in the public acclamations to Nicephorus Phocas, a

prince as renowned in the camp as he was unpopular in the city.

Reduaion of In the fubordinate ftation of great domeftic, or general of the Eaft,

he reduced the ifland of Crete, and extirpated the neft of pirates

who had fo long defied, with impunity, the majefty of the em-

pire "\ His military genius was difplayed in the condudl and fuc-

cefs of the enterprife, which had fo often failed with lofs and

'" Liiitprand, whofe choleric temper was "^ Notwithftanding the infinuation of Zo-

emblttered by his uneafy fituation, fuggefts naras, xai it, &:c. (com. ii. 1. xvi. p. 197.)»

the names of reproach and contempt more it is an undoubted faft, that Crete was corn-

applicable to Nicephorus than the vain titles pletely and finally fubdued by Nicephorus

of the Greek?, Ecce venit ftella matutina, Phocas (Pagi, Critica, torn. iii. p. 873— 875.

furgit Eous, reverberat obtutu falis radios, Meurfius, Creta, I. iii. c. 7. torn. iii. p. 464,

pallida Saracenorum mors, Nicephorus «.iit,». 465.).

di ill our.
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diilionour. The Saracens were confounded by the landine; of his CHAP.
LII.

troops on fafe and level bridges, \vhich he caft from the veflels to •

the fliore. Seven months were confLimed in the fiege of Candia

;

the defpair of the native Cretans was ilimulated by the frequent aid

of their brethren of Africa and Spain ; and, after the mafly wall

and double ditch had been ftormed by the Greeks, an hopelefs con-

flict was ftill maintained in the ftreets and houfes of the city. The

whole ifland was fubdued in the capital, and a fubmiflive people ac-

cepted, without refiftance, the baptifm of the conqueror "\ Con-

ftantinople applauded the long-forgotten pomp of a triumph ; but

the Imperial diadem was the Ible reward that could repay the fer-

vices, or fatisfy the ambition, of Nicephorus.

After the death of the younger Romanus, the fourth in lineal The Eaftern

defcent of the Bafilian race, his widow Theophania fucceffively Nicephorus

married Nicephorus Phocas and his aflaffin John Zimifces, the two john zi-"

heroes of the age. They reigned as the guardians and colleagues of "^
^^'j)

her infant fons ; and the twelve years of their military command 9^3—975•

form the moil fplendid period of the Byzantine annals. The fub-

je£ts and confederates, whom they led to war, appeared, at leaft in

the eyes of an enemy, two hundred ihoufand ftrong ; and of thefe

about thirty thoufand were armed with cuirafles "^
: a train of four

thoufand mules attended their march ; and their evening camp was

regularly fortified with an enclofure of iron fpikes. A feries of

bloody and undecifive combats is nothing more than an anticipation

"^ A Greek life of St. Nicon the Arme- ral aid, ad baptifm um omnes verrcque fidci

nian was found in the Sforza library, and difciplinam pepulit. Ecelefiis per totani

tranflated into Latin by the Jefuit Sirmond infulam sJificatts, S:c. (Anna). Ectlsf.

for the ufe of cardinal Baronius. This con- A. D. 961.)

temporary legend cafts a ray of light on "4 Elmacin, Hift. Saracen, p. 278, 279.
Crete and Peloponnefus in the x"• century. Liutprand was difpofed to depreciate the

He found the newly recovered iilind, fffidis Greek power, yet he owns that Nicephorus
dcteftandx Agarenorum fuperltitionis velli- jgd againli Ail) ria an array of eighty thou-

giis adhuc plenam ac refertam . . . . but the fand men.
viitorious rnllfionary, perhaps with fome car-

3 2 of
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C P. of what would have been effefted in a few years by the courfe of
Lir.

•
~,
—-' nature ; but I fhall briefly profecute the conquefts of the two em-

perors from the hills of Cappadocia to the defert of Bagdad. The

Conqueftof fieges of Mopfueftia and Tarfus in Cilicia firft exercifed the fk.ill and
^*^'^'

perfeverance of their troops, on whom, at this moment, I fhall not

hefitate to beftow the name of Romans. In the double city of

Mopfueftia, which is divided by the river Sarus, two hundred thou-

fand Moflems were predeftined to death or flavery '", a furprifmg

degree of population, which muft at leaft include the inhabitants of

the dependent diftridls. They were furrounded and taken by af-

fault
J
but Tarfus was reduced by the flow progrefs of famine ; and

no fooner had the Saracens yielded on honourable terms than they

were mortified by the diftant and unprofitable view of the naA^al fuc-

cours of Egypt. They were difmifled with a fafe-condudl to the

confines of Syria ; a part of the old Chriftians had quietly lived

under their dominion ; and the vacant habitations were repleniihed

by a new colony. But the mofch was converted into a ftable ; the

pulpit was delivered to the flames ; many rich crofles of gold and

gems, the fpoil of Afiatic churches, were made a grateful offering-

to the piety or avarice of the emperor ; and he tranfported the gates

of Mopfueftia and Tarfus, which were fixed in the w-all of Conftanti-

nople, an eternal monument of his vidlory. After they had forced

and fecured the narrow pafles of mount Amanus, the two Roman

Invafion of princes repeatedly carried their arms into the heart of Syria. Yet,

inftead of aflaulting the walls of Antioch, the humanity or fuperfti-

tion of Nicephorus appeared to refpedl the ancient metropolis of the

Eaft : he contented himfelf with drawing round the city a line of

"' Ducenta fere millia hominiim nume- ing, Itinerar. p. 580.). Yet. I cannot cre-

rabat urbs( AbuIfeda.Annal. Modem, p. 23 1 .) dit this extreme p^pulcufnefs a few years after

of Mopruefli3,orMafifa,Mamprylla,Manfilla, the teilimony of the emperor Leo, n ycifr^v-

Mamilla, as it is corruptly, or perhaps more ^rMbix rpra tsk| /3,•;3;« iri» (Tadlica,

correftly, ftyled in the middle ages (WelTel- c. xviii. in Meurfii Oper. torn. vi. p. 817.).

2 circumval-



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 461

clrcutnvallation ; left a ftationary army ; and inftrudled his lieute-

nant to cxpeft, without impatience, the return of fpring. But in

the depth of winter, in a dark and rainy night, an adventurous

fubaltern, with three hundred foldiers, approached the rampart, ap-

plied his fcaling-ladders, occupied two adjacent towers, ftood firm

againft the preiTure of multitudes, and bravely maintained his poft

till he was relieved by the tardy, though effedlual, fupport of his

reluctant chief. The firft tumult of flaughter and rapine fubfided ;
^^ecoveiy of

the reign of Ca:far and of Chrift was reftored ; and the efforts of an

hundred thoufand Saracens, of the armies of Syria and the fleets of

Afric, were confumed without eiFe£t before the walls of Antioch.

The royal city of Aleppo was fubjedl to Seifeddowlat, of the dy-

nafty of Hamadan, who clouded his paft glory by the precipitate

retreat which abandoned his kingdom and capital to the Roman in-

vaders. In his ftately palace that flood without the walls of Aleppo,

they joyfully feized a well-fiirniihed magazine of arms, a ftable of

fourteen hundred mules, and three hundred bags of filver and gold.

But the walls of the city withftood the ftrokes of their battering-

rams ; and the befiegers pitched their tents on the neighbouring

mountain of Jauihan. Their retreat exafperated the quarrel of the

townfmen and mercenaries ; the guard of the gates and ramparts

was deferted ; and, while they furioufly charged each other in the

market-place, they v^^ere furprifed and deftroyed by the fword of a

common enemy. The male fex was exterminated by the fword j

ten thoufand youths were led into captivity ; the weight of the pre-

cious fpoil exceeded the ftrength and number of the hearts of bur-

then ; the fuperfluous remainder was burnt ; and, after a licentious

pofleiTion of ten days, the Romans marched away from the naked

and bleeding city. In their Syrian inroads they commanded the

hufbandmen to cultivate their lands, that they themfelvcs, in the

enfuing feafon, might reap the benefit : more thaa an hundred cities

were
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A
LII.

PafTage of
the Euphra-
tes.

Danger of

Bagdad.

were reduced to obedience ; and eighteen pulpits of the principal

mofchs were committed to the flames to expiate the facrilege of the

difciples of Mahomet. The claffic names of HierapoUs, Apamea,

and Emefa, revive for a moment in the lift of conqueft : the em-

peror Zimifces encamped in the paradife of Damafcus, and accepted

the ranfom of a fubmiffive people ; and the torrent w^as only ftopped

by the impregnable fortrefs of Tripoli, on the fea-coaft of Phoe-

nicia. Since the days of Heraclius, the Euphrates, below the paf-

fage of mount Taurus, had been impervious, and almoft invifible,

to the Greeks. The river yielded a free paiTage to the vidlorious

Zimifces ; and the hiftorian may Imitate the fpeed with which he

overran the once famous cities of Samofata, EdeiTa, Martyropolls,

Amida "", and Nifibis, the ancient limit of the empire in the neigh-

bourhood of the Tigris. His ardour was quickened by the defire

of grafping the virgin treafures of Ecbatana '", a well-known name,

under which the Byzantine writer has concealed the capital of the

AbbaiTides. The confternation of the fugitives had already diffufed

the terror of his name ; but the fancied riches of Bagdad had al-

ready been diffipated by the avarice and prodigality of domeftic

tyrants. The prayers of the people, and the ftern demands of the

lieutenant of the Bowides, required the caliph to provide for the de-

fence of the city. The helplefs MothI replied, that his arms, his

"° The text of Leo the deacon, in the

corrupt names of Emeta and Myftarfim, re-

veals the cities of Amida and Martyropolis

(Miafarekin. See AbulfedaGeograph. p. 245.^

verf. Reifke). Of the former, Leo obferves,

urbs niunita et illullris; of the latter, clara

atqueconfpicua opibufque ec pecore, reliquis

ejus provinciis urbibus atque oppidis longe

prajftans.

"' Ut et Ecbatana pergeret Agarenorum-

que regiam everteret. . . .aiunt enim urbium

qux ufquam funt ac toto orbe exiftunt felicif-

4

fimatn eSTe auroque ditilSmam (Leo Diacon.

apud Pagium, tom. iv. p. 3_|..). This fplen-

did defcription fuits only with BagHad, and

cannot poflibly apply either to Hamadan, the

true Ecbatana (d'Anville, Geog. Ancienne,

tom. ii. p. 237.), or Tauris, which has been

commonly millaken for that city. The name
of Ecbatana, in the fame indefinite fenfe, is

transferred by a more claflic authority (Cicero

pro Lege Manilla, c. 4.) to the royal feat of

Miihridates king of Pontus.

revenues.
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revenues, and his provinces, had been torn from his hands, and C A .

that he was ready to abdicate a dignity which he was unable to ^ »

fupport. The emir was inexorable ; the furniture of the palace was

fold ; and the paltry price of forty thoufand pieces of gold was in-

ftantly confumed in private luxury. But the apprehenfions of Bag-

dad were relieved by the retreat of the Greeks : thirft and hunger

guarded the defert of Mefopotamia ; and the emperor, fatiated with

glory, and laden wich Oriental fpoils, returned to Conftantinople,

*nd difplayed, in his triumph, the -filk, the aromatics, and three

hundred myriads of gold and iilver. Yet the powers of the Eaft

had been bent, not broken, by this tranfient hurricane. After the

departure of the Greeks, the fugitive princes returned to their ca-

pitals ; the fubjefts difclaimed their involuntary oaths of allegiance
;

the Moflems again purified their temples, and overturned the idols

of the faints and martyrs ; the Neftorians and Jacobites preferred

a Saracen to an orthodox mailer j and the numbers and fpirit of the

Melchites were inadequate to the fupport of the church and ftate.

Of thefe extenfive conquefts, Antioch, with the cities of Cilicia and.

the ifle of Cyprus, was alone reftored, a permanent and ufeful ac-

ceffion to the Roman empire "^

"^ See the Annals of Elmacin, Abul- p. 649 — 684.). Their manifold defeils are

pharagius, and Abulfeda, from A. H. 351, to partly fupplied by the MS. hiftory of Leo
A. H. 361 ; and the reigns of Nicephorus the deacon, which Pagi obtained from tie

Phocas and John Zimifces, in the Chro- Benedidlines, and has inferted almoft entire,

nicies of Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvi. p, 199

—

in a Latin veriicn (Critica, tom.iii. p. 873•,

1. xvii. 215.) and Cedrenus (Compend. tom.iv. p. 37•).
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CHAP. LIII.

State of the Eafern Empire in the Te?ith Century,—
Extent and Divifion. — Wealth and Revenue. —
Palace of Confantinople.—Titles and Offices.-—Pride

and Power of the Ei?iperors.—TaElics of the Greeks^

Arabs, and Fra7tks.—Eofs of the Eatiri Tongue.—
Studies and Solitude of the Greeks.

A
LIIl. A RAY of hiftoric light feems to beam from the darknefs of the

^ tenth century. We open with curiofity and refpedl the

the G°eek
° Toyal volumes of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus ', Avhich he compofed

at a mature age for the inftrudion of his fon, and which promife

to unfold the ftate of the Eaftern empire, both in peace and war, both

at home and abroad. In the firil of thefe works he minutely de-

fcribes the pompous ceremonies of the church and palace of Con-

ilantinople, according to his own practice and that of his predecef-

fors \ In the fecond, he attempts an accurate furvey of the pro-

vinces, the themes, as they were then denominated, both of Europe

and Afia'. The fyftem of Roman taCtics, the difcipline and order

of

empire.

Works of

Conftantine

Porphyroge-

nitae,

' The epithet of ^'^,:, Porphyro-

genitus, born in the purple, is elegantly

defined by Claudian :

Ardua privates nefcit fortuna Penates;

Et regnum cum luce dedit. Cognata po-

teftas

Excepit Tyrio venerabile pignus in oftro.

And Ducange, in his Greek and Latin Glof-

faries, produces many paflages expieffive of

the fame idea.

* Afplendid MS. of Conftantine, de Cxre-

moniis Auls et Ecclefis Byzantina;, wandered

from Conftantinople to Buda, Frankfort and

Lcipfic, where it was publiftied in a fplendid

edition by Leich and Reiike (A. D. 1751, in

folio), with fuch laviih praife as editors never

fail to beftow on the worthy or worthlefs ob-

jedl of their toil.

^ See, in the firft volume of Banduri'slm-

perium Orientale, Conftantinius de Themati-

bus,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 465

of the troops, and the military operf.tions by land and fea, are ex- CHAP,
plained in the third of thefe didadic colledlions, which may be »_ .-' _j

afcribed to Conftantine or his father Leo *. In the fourth, of the

adminiilration of the empire, he reveals the fecrets of the Byzantine

policy, in friendly or hoftile intercourfe with the nations of the

earth. The literary labours of the age, the pradical fyftems of laAv,

agriculture, and hiftory, might redound to the benefit of the fub-

jed and the honour of the Macedonian princes. The fixty books of

the Ba/i/ics \ the code and pandedts of civil jurifprudence, were gra-

dually framed in the three firil reigns of that profperous dynafty.

*The art of agriculture had amufed the leifure, and exercifed the pens,

of the heft and wifeft of the ancients ; and their chofen precepts are

comprifed in the twenty books of the Geopon'ics^ of Conftantine. At

his command, the hiftorical examples of vice and virtue were me-
thodifed in fifty-three books ', and every citizen might apply, to his

contem-

bus, p. I—24. de Adminiftrando Imperlo,

p. 45— 127. edit. Venet. The text of the

old edition of Meurfius is correiled from a

MS. of the royal library of Paris, which Ifaac

torn. i. p. 4,0—458.), as hiftorical civilians

may be ufefully confulted. xli books of
this Greek code have been publiihed, with

a Latin verfion, by Charles Annibal Fabrot-
Cafaubon had formerly feen (Epift. ad Poly- tus- (Paris, 1647), in feven tomes in folio;

bium, p. 10.), and the fenfe is illuftrated by iv other books have been fince difcovered,

two maps of William Defliile, the prince of and are inferted in Gerard Meerman's Novus
geographers, till the appearance of the greater Thefaurus Juris Civ. et Canon, torn. v. Of
d'Anvilie. the whole work, the fixty books, John Leun-

* The Taclics of Leo and Conftantine are clavius has printed (Bafil, 1575) an eclooue,

publiihed with the aid of feme new M8S. in or fynopfis. The cxiii novels, or new laws,

the great edition of the works of Meurfius, by of Leo, maybe found in the Corpus Juris

the learned John Lami (com. vi. p. 531—920.

121 1— 1417. Florent. 1745), yet the text is

Hill corrupt and mutilated, the verfion is ftill

obfcure and faulty. The Imperial library

of Vienna would afford feme valuable ma-
terials to a new editor (Fabric. Bibiiot. Gra:c.

tom.vi. p. 369, 370.).

Civiiis.

* I have uftd the laft and beft edition of
the Geoponics (by Nicolas Niclas, Lipfi»,

1781, 2 vols, in oftavo). I read in the pre-

face, that the fame emperor reilored the

long-forgotten fyftems of rhetoric and philo-

fophy: and his two books of Hippiatrica, or
5 On the fubjea of the BafiUcs, Fabricijs Horfe-phyfic, were publiihed at Paris, 1530,

(Bibiiot. Gra:c. torn. xii. p. 425—;i4-), Jn folio (Fabric. Bibiiot. Grsc. tom.vi.
and Heineccius (Hi.l. Juris Romani, p. 396— . 493— 500.).

399•), and Giannone(nioria civile diNapoli, "> Of thefe liii book;, or titles, only two
V01..V. 3 -^.^.e
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CHAP, contemporaries or himfelf, the Icilbn or the warnuig of pail tune;?,

v_—V-—' From the auguft charader of a legiilator, the fovereign of the Eail

defcends to the more humble office of a teacher and a fcribe : arid if

his fucceifors and fubjedls were regardlefs of his paternal cares, ive

may inherit and enjoy the everlafting legacy.

Their imper- A clofer furvey will indeed reduce the value of the gift, and the

gratitude of pofterity : in the pofleiTion of thefe Imperial treafures,

we may ftill deplore our poverty and ignorance ; and the fading

glories of their authors will be obliterated by indifference or con-

tempt. The Bafilics will fink to a broken copy, a partial and muti-

lated verfion in the Greek language, of the laws of Juftinian ; but the

fenfe of the old civilians is often fuperfeded by the influence of bigotry:

and the abfolute prohibition of divorce, concubinage, and intereft for

money, enilaves the freedom of trade and the happinefs of private life.

In the hiftorical book, a fubjeft of Conftantine might admire the ini-

mitable virtues of Greece and Rome : he might learn to what a pitch

of energy and elevation the human charadler had formerly afpired.

But a contrary effeft muft have been produced by a new edition of

the lives of the faints, which the great logothete or chancellor of the

empire was direited to prepare : and the dark fund of fuperftition

was enriched by the fabulous and florid legends of Simon the Aie-

taphriifl \ The merits and miracles of the whole calendar are of

lei's account in the eyes of a fage than the toil of a fingle hufband-

man, who multiplies the gifts of the Creator and fupplies the food of

his brethren. Yet the royal authors of the Geopoii'ics were more

ferioufly employed in expounding the precepts of the deftroying art,

have been preferved and printed, de Lcga- toribus Byzant. p. 4i£—460.). "^I'lus bio-

tionibus (by Fulvius Urfin us, Antwerp, 15S2, grapher of the faints indulged himfelf in a

and Daniel Hi'fchelius.Augiid.Vindel. 1603), loofe paraphrafe of the fenfe or noiifenfe of

and de Virtutibas et Vitus (by Henry Vale- more anciejU afts. His Greek rhetoric is

fill':, or de Valois, Paris, 1634). sgaiu parsphrafed in the Latin verfion of Su-

^ The life and ivriiings of Simeon ?x<!eta- rius, and fcarcely a thread can be now vifible

phrailes are def^ribed by Hankius (de bc.'ip- of the original texture.

which
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which has been taught fincc the days of Xenophon', as the art of C A l\

heroes and kings. But the TaSiics of Leo and Conftantine are ',

mingled with the bafer alloy of the age in which they lived. It was

deftitute of original genius ; they implicitly tranfcribe the rules and

maxims which had been confirmed by vidVories. It was unfkilled

in the propriety of ilyle and method j they blindly confound the

moft diftant and difcordant inftitutions, the phalanx of Sparta and

that of Macedon, the legions of Cato and Trajan, of Auguftus and

Theodofms. - the ufe, or at lead the importance, of thefe mili-

tary rudiments may be fairly queftioned : their general theory is dic-

tated by reafon ; but the merit, as well as difficulty, confifts in the

application. The dlfcipline of a foldier is formed by exercife rather

than by iludy : the talents of a commander are appropriated to thofe

calm though rapid minds, which nature produces to decide the fate

of armies and nations : the former is the habit of a life, the latter

the glance of a moment ; and the battles won by leifons of tadlics

may be numbered with the epic poems created from the rules of

criticifm. The book of ceremonies is a recital, tedious yet im-

perfect, of the defpicable pageantry which had infeded the church

and ftate fmce the gradual decay of the purity of the one and the

power of the other. A review of the themes or provinces might

promife fuch authentic and ufeful information, as the curiofity of

government only can obtain, inftead of traditionary fables on the

origin of the cities, and malicious epigrams on the vices of tbeir in-

habitants '". Such information the hiilorian would have been pleafed

to

' According to the firft book of the Cyro- and his learning might illuftrate the military

pxdii, profeiTors of tadlics, a I'mall part of hillory of the ancients. But this fcholar

the fcience of war, were already inftituted in ihould,be liiiewife a foldier ; and, alas! Quin-

Pcriia, by which Greece muft be underftood. tus Icilius is no more.

A good edition of all the Scriptores Tailici "^ After obferving that the demerit of the

would be a talk not unworthy of a fcholar. Cappadocians rofe in proportion to their rank

His ir.dulby might difcover fome new MSS. and riches, he inferts a more pointed epi-

3 2 gram,
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C HAP. to record ; nor fliould his ulence be condemned if the moil intereft--.
. . . .

* „ ' mg objeits, the population of the capital and provinces, the amount

of the taxes and revenues, the numbers of fubjefts and ftrangers who

ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have been unnoticed by Leo the

philofopher, and his fou Conftantine. His treatife of the public

adminiftration is ftained with the fame blemiihes
;
yet it is difcri-

minated by peculiar merit : the antiquities of the nations may be

doubtful or fabulous ; but the geography and manners of the Bar-

Enibafly of baric world are delineated with curious accuracy. Of thefe nations,

the Franks alone were qualified to obferve in their turn, and to de-

fcribe, the metropolis of the Eaft. The ambaiTador of the great

Otho, a bifnop of Cremona, has painted the ftate of Conftantinople

about the middle of the tenth century : his ftyle is glowing, his nar-

rative lively, his obfervation keen ; and even the prejudices and paf-

fions of Ltutprand are ftamped with an original charader of freedom

and genius ". From this fcanty fund of foreign and domcftic ma-

terials I ihall inveftigate the form and fubftance of the Byzantine

empire ; the provinces and wealth, the civil government and military

force, the charadei: and literature, of the Greeks in a period of fix

hundred years, from the reign of Heraclius to the fuccefsful invafion

of the Franks or Latins.

The themes. After the final divifion betweea the fons of Theodofms, the fwarms

"f" ^^ Barbarians from Scythia and Germany overfpread the provinces

pire.andits ^^^ extinguiihcd the empire of ancient Rome. The weaknefs of
limits in

° ^

gram, which is afcribed to Demodocus

:

for their imitation (Conilantin. Porphyrogeir.

Kcf!nia.Sc,::r,t'^-,- '•, Kui] de Themat. c. ii. Brunk. AnaleiEl. Grsc.

»£, yvj-icii.im aiftaroj. tom. ii. p. 56. Brodsi Anthologia, 1. ii.

The fting is precifely the fame with the p. 244.).

French epigram againll Freron : Un ferpent " TheLegatioLiutprandi Epifcopi Cremo•

mordit Jean Freron— Eh bieii ? Le ferpent nenfis ad Nicephorum Phocam, is inferted in

en mourut. Bat as the Paris wits are feldom Muraton,ScriptoresRerumItalicarum,tom.ii.

read in the Anthology, I ihould be curious to parsi.

every age.

learn through what channel it was conveyed

Conftantl-
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Conftantinonle was concealed by extent of dominion : her limits CHAP.
LIII. •

were inviolate, or at leaft entire; and the kingdom of Juftinian was '

enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Africa and Italy. But the

polTeiTion of thefe new conquefts was tranfient and precarious ; and

almofi: a moiety of the Eaftern empire was torn away by the arms of

the Saracens. Syria and Egypt were oppreffed by the Arabian ca-

liphs ; and, after the redudion of Africa, their lieutenants invaded

and fubdued the Roman province which had been changed into the

Gothic monarchy of Spain. The iflands of the Mediterranean were

not inacceffible to tlieir naval powers ; and it was from their ex-

treme ftations, the harbours of Crete and the fortreifes of Cilicia,,

that the fiithful or rebel emirs infulted the majefty of the throne

and capital. The remaining provinces under the obedience of the

emperors, were caft into a new mould ; and the jurifdidion of the

preildents, the confulars, and the counts, was fuperfeded bv the in-

ftitution of the themes '\ or military governments, which prevailed

under the fucceifors of Heraclius, and are defcribed by the pen of

the royal author. Of the twenty-nine themes, twelve in Europe

and feventeen in Afia, the origin is obfcure, the etymology doubtful

or capricious : the limits were arbitrary and fluduating; but fome

particular names that found the moil ftrangely to our ear were de-

rived from the character and attributes of the troops that were main-

tained at the expence, and for the guard, of the refpedive divifions.

The vanity of the Greek princes moil eagerly grafped the ihadow

of conqueft and the memory of loft dominion. A new Mefopo-

iamia was created on the weftern fide of the Euphrates : the appella-

'^ SeeConllantine cie Thematibus, in Ban- to its port or province (Ducange, GIoiT. Grxc.
duri, torn. i. p. 1— 30. who owns, that the torn. i. p. 4S7, 488.). Some etymologies

word is ax. vy,>.cr.ix. &.. is ufed by Maurice are attempted for the Opftcian, Optimatian,.

(Stratagem. I. ii. c. 2.) for a legion, from Thracefian, themes,

whence the name was eafily transferred

lioni
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C A P. tion and praetor of Sicily were transferred to a narrow flip of Calabria;
Lin.

1^ ^
'

. and a fragment of the dutchy of Beneventum was promoted to the

ilyle and title of the theme of Lombardy. In the decline of the

Arabian empire, the fucceflbrs of Conftantine might indulge their

pride in more folid advantages. The vidlories of Nicephorus, John

Zimifces, and Bafil the fecond, revived the fame and enlarged the

boundaries of the Roman name : the province of Cilicia, the me-

tropolis of Antioch, the iflands of Crete and Cyprus, were reftored

to the allegiance of Chrifh and Csefar : one third of Italy was an-

nexed to the throne of Conftantinople : the kingdom of Bulgaria

was deftroyed ; and the laft fovereigns of the Macedonian dynafty.

extended their fway from the fources of the Tigris to the neigh-

bourhood of Rome. In the eleventh century, the profpeit was

again clouded by new enemies and new misfortunes : the relics of

Italy were fwept away by the Norman adventurers ; and almoft all

the Afiatic branches were diflcvered from the Roman trunk by the

Turkiih conquerors. After thefe lofles, the emperors of the Com-

nenian family continued to reign from the Danube to Peloponefus,

and from Belgrade to Nice, Trebizond, and the winding ftream of the

Meander. The fpacious provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, and

Greece, were obedient to their fceptre ; the poiTeflion of Cyprus,

Rhodes, and Crete, was accompanied by the fifty iflands of the

TEgean or Holy Sea '^
; and the remnant of their empire tranfcends

the meafure of the largeft of the European kingdoms.

" A71C5 -,-, as it is ftyled by the mo- mountain of Atlios (Obfervations de Belon,

dern Greeks, from wliicli the corrupt names fol. 32. vcrfo), monce fanto, might juilify

of Archipelago, I'Archipel, and the Arches, the epithet of holy, ccym;, a flight alteration

have been transformed by geographers and from the original ^117x10.:, impofcd by the Do-

leamen (d'Anville, Geographie Ancieane, rians, who, in their dialeft, gave the figura-

tom. i. p. 281. Analyfe de la Carte de la live name of «17=-, or goats, to the bounding

Grece, p. 60.). The numbers of monks or waves (Voflius, aped Cellarium, Geograph.

caloyerj in all the iflands andthe adjacent Antiq. torn. i. p. 829.).

The
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The fame princes might ailert, with dignity and truth, that of all CHAP,
the monarchs of Chriftendom they poiTcired the greateft city '*, the — -1_/

moil ample revenue, the moft flourilhing and populous ftate. With wea"hh\n(i

the decline and fall of the empire, the cities of the Well had de- fP"'*''^*'-
' ' ncis.

cayed and fallen ; nor could the ruins of Rome, or the mud walls,

wooden hovels, and narrow precinds, of Paris and London, prepare

the Latin ftranger to contemplate the fituation and extent of Conftan-

tinople, her ftately palaces and churches, and the arts and luxury of

an innumerable people. Her treafures might attraft, but her virgin

ftrength had repelled, and fdll promifed to repel, the audacious iu-

vaiion of the Perfian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the Ruffian. The

provinces w^ere lefs fortunate and impregnable ; and few diftricls,

few cities, could be difcovered which had not been violated by fome

fierce Barbarian, impatient to defpoil, becaufe he was hopclefs to

poflefs. From the age of Juftinlan the Eaftern empire was finking

below its former level : the powers of deftruQion were more adive

than thofe of improvement ; and the calamities of war were em-
bittered by the more permanent evils of civil and ecclefiaftical

tyranny. The captive who had efcaped from the Barbarians was

often ftripped and imprifoned by the minirters of his fovereign : the

Greek fuperilition relaxed the mind by prayer, and emaciated the

body by faRing ; and the multitude of convents and feitivals diverted

many hands and many days from the temporal fervice of mankind.

Yet the fubjeds of the Byzantine empire were Hill the moft dextrous

and diligent of nations ; their country was blcffed by nature with

every advantage of foil, climate, and fituation ; and, in the fupport

and reftoration of the arts, their patient and peaceful temper was

more ufeful than the warlike fpirit and feudal anarchy of Europe.

' According to the Jewiih traveller who cf the Ifmaelites (Voyage de Benjamin de
had vifited Europe and Afia, Conftantinople Tudcle, par Baratierj to.ii. i. c. 5. p. 46-)•

-was equalled only by Bigdad, the great city ,

7 The
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CHAP. The provinces that ftill adhered to the empire were repeopled and

^_ -.- _f enriched by the misfortunes of thofe which were irrecoverably lofl:.

From the yoke of the caliphs, the Catholics of Syria, Egypt, and

Africa, retired to the allegiance of their prince, to the ibciety of their

brethren : the moveable wealth, which eludes the fearch of oppref-

fion, accompanied and alleviated their exile ; and Conftantinople re-

-ceived into her bofom the fugitive trade of Alexandria and Tyre.

The chiefs of Armenia and Sc^'thia, who fled from hoftile or reli-

gious perfecution, were hofpitably entertained : their followers were

encouraged to build new cities and to cultivate wafte lands ; and

many fpots, both in Europe and Alia, preferved the name, the

manners, or at leaft the memory, of thefe national colonies. Even

the tribes of Barbarians, who had feated themfelves in arms on the

territory of the empire, were gradually reclaimed to the laws of the

church and ftate ; and as long as they were feparated from the

Greeks, their pofterity fupplied a race of faithful and obedient fol-

diers. Did we poiTefs fufficient materials to furvcy the twenty-nine

themes of the Byzantine monarchy, our curiofity might be fatisfied

with a chofen example : it is fortunate enough that the cleareft light

ihould be thrown on the moil interefting province, and the name

of Peloponesus will awaken the attention of the claffic reader.

State of Pe- As early as the eighth century, in the troubled reign of the Icono-

Sckvonkns
clafts, Greece, and even Peloponefus", were overrun by fome Scla-

vonian bands who outftripped the royal ftandard of Bulgaria. The

flrangers of old, Cadmus, and Danaus, and Pelops, had planted in

'5 5> Je %ajci « ,- y.ri\ y^yon px:- ^. (I. vii. p. 9S. edit. Hudfon) ;

(Sxfor, fays Conllantlne (Thcmatibus, 1. ii. a paiTage which leads Dodwell a «eary dance

c. 6. p. 25.), in a ftyle as barbarous as the (Geograph. Minor, torn. ii. difiert. vi. p. «70

idea, which he corfirms, as ufual, by a foolifh — '9'•)• to enumerate the inroads of the

epigram. The epitomizer of Strabo like- Sclavi, and to fix the date (A. D. 9S0) of

wife obferves, icat it» is Tracra» ^;, Kat E?.- this petty geographer.

that
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that fruitful foil, the feeds of policy and learning ; but the favages C A P.

of the north eradicated what yet remained of their fickly and wither- > -^ ._t

ed roots. In this irruption, the country and the inhabitants were

transformed ; the Grecian blood was contaminated ; and the proudeil

nobles of Peloponefus were branded with the names of foreigners

and yiaves. By the diligence of fucceeding princes, the land was in

ibme meafu re purified from the Barbarians; and the humble rem-

nant was bound by ah oath of obedience, tribute, and military fer-

vice, which they often renewed and often -iolatcd. The fiege of

Patras was formed by" a fmgular concurrence of the Sclavonians of

Peloponefus and the Sai-acens of Africa. In their laft diftrefs, a

pious fidion of the approach of the prx-tor of Corinth, revived the

courage of the citizens. Their fally was bold and fuccefsful ; the

ftrangers embarked, the rebels fubmitted, and the glory of the dav

was afcribed to a phantom or a ftranger, vho fought in the foremoft

ranks under the charadter of St. Andre\v the apoftle. The ihrine

which contained his relics was decorated with the trophies of vic-

tory, and the captive race was for ever devoted to the fervice and

vaiTalage of the Metropolitan church of Patras. By the revolt of

two Sclavonian tribes in the neighbourhood of Helos and Laceda:-

mon, the peace of the peninfula was often difturbcd. They fome-

times infulted the weaknefs, and fometimes refifted the oppreflion, of

the Byzantine government, till at length the approach of their hoftile

brethren extorted a golden bull to define the rights and obligations

of the Ezzerites and Milengi, whofe annual tribute was defined at

twelve hundred pieces of gold. From thefe ftrangers the Imperial

geographer has accurately diftinguiihed a domeftic and perhaps ori-

ginal race, who, in fome degree, might derive their blood from

the much injured Helots. The liberality of the Romans, and efpe- Freemen of

cially of Auguftus, had enfranchifed the maritime cities from the

Vol. V. 3 dominion
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dominion of Sparta ; and the continuance of the fame benefit en-

nobled them with the title oi Eleuthero- or free -Laconians". In the

time of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, they had acquired the name of

Ma'inotes^ under which they diihonour the claim of liberty by the

inhuman pillage of all that is fhipwrecked on their rocky ihores.

Their territory, barren of corn, but fruitful of olives, extended to the

Cape of Malea : they accepted a chief or prince from the Byzantine

prxtor, and a light tribute of four hundred pieces of gold was the

badge of their immunity rather than of their dependence. The

freemen of Laconia aiTumed the character of Romans, and long ad-

hered to the religion of the Greeks. By the zeal of the emperor

Bafil, they were baptized in the faith of Chrift : but the altars of

Venus and Neptune had been crowned by thefe ruftic votaries five

hundred years after they were profcribcd in the Roman world-

Cities and In the theme of Peloponefus ", forty cities were ftill numbered, and
revenue of

Pelopone- the declining ftate of Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fufpended

in the tenth century, at an equal diftance, perhaps, between their

antique fplendour and their prefent defolation. The duty of mili-

tary fervice either in perfon or by fubftitute, v/as impofed on the

lands or benefices of the province : a fum of five pieces of gold was

aiTeifed on each of the fubftantial tenants ; and the fame capitation

was ihared among feveral heads of inferior value. On the procla-

mation of an Italian war, the Peloponefians excufed themfelves by

a voluntary oblation of one hundred pounds of gold (four thoufand

pounds fterling), and a thoufand horfes with their arms and trap-

pings. The churches and monafteries furniihed their contingent ; a

facrilegious profit was extorted from the fale of ecclefiaftical honours,

"^ Strabon. Geograph. 1. viii. p. 562. '' Conftantin. tie Adminiftrando Imperio,

Paufanias, Gra-c. Defcriptio, 1. iii. c. 21. 1. ii. c. 50, 51, 52.

p. 264, 265. Plin. Hift. Natur. 1. iv. c. 8.

I and

ius
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and the indigent biihop of Leucadia " was made refponfible for a C A P.

penfion of one hundred pieces of gold ''.
....^ j

But the wealth of the province, and the truil of the revenue, were Manufac-

founded on the fair and plentiful produce of trade and manufaftures : ciaiiy o/fiil-,

and fome fymptoms of liberal policy may be traced in a law which

exempts from all perfonal taxes the mariners of Peloponefus, and

the workmen in parchment and purple. This denomination may
be fairly applied or extended to the manufadlures of linen, woollen,

and more efpecially of filk : the two former of which had flouriihed

in Greece fmce the days of Homer ; and the laft was introduced

perhaps as early as the reign of Juftinian. Thefe arts, which were

exercifed at Corinth, Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occupa-

tion to a numerous people : the men, women, and children, were

diftributed according to their age and ftrength ; and if many of thefe

were domeftic flaves, their mailers, who directed the work and en-

joyed the profit, were of a free and honourable condition. The
gifts which a rich and generous matron of Peloponefus prefented to

the emperor Bafil, her adopted fon, were doubtlefs fabricated in the

Grecian looms. Danielis beftowed a carpet of fine wool, of a pat-

tern which imitated the fpots of a peacock's tail, of a magnitude to

overfpread the floor of a new church, erecled in the triple name

of Chrift, of Michael the archangel, and of the prophet Elijah. She

gave fix hundred pieces of filk and linen, of various ufe and deno-

mination : the filk was painted with the Tyrian dye, and adorned by

the labours of the needle ; and the linen was fo exquifitely fine, that

an entire piece might be rolled in the hollow of a cane ". In his

defcription

" The rock of Leucate, was the fouthern '' Leucatenfis m!hi juravit epifcopus, quot-

promontory of his iiland and diocefe. Had annis ecclefiam fuam debere Nicepho/o
he been the exclufive guardian of the Lover's aureos centum perfolvere, fimilitcr ct ceteras

Leap, fo well known :o the readers of Ovid plus minufve fecundum vires fuas (LiutpranJ

(Epift. Sappho) and the Speflator, he might in Legat. p. 489.).

have been the richeft prelate of the Greek *° See Conllnntine (in Vit. Bafil, c. 74,
church. 75.76. p. 19;. 197. iji Script, poll Theo-

3 2 phanem)
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C HAP. Jefcrlptloa of the Greek manufadures, an liiftorian of Sicily dlfcri-
LIII.

'

. . .

-^
-

I—

—

,——» minates their price, according to the weight and quahty of the ftik,

the clofenefs of the texture, the beauty of the colours, and the tafte

and materials of the embroidery. A frngle, or even a double or

treble thread was thought fufhcient for ordinary fale ; but the union

of fix threads compofed a piece of ftronger and more coftly work-

manlhip. Among the colours, he celebrates, with affectation of elo-

quence, the fiery blaze of the fcarlet, and the fofter luftre of the

green. The embroidery was raifed either in filk or gold : the more

fnnple ornament of ftripes or circles was furpafled by the nicer imi-

tation of flowers : the veftments that were fabricated for the palace

or the altar often glittered with precious ftones ; and the figures

were delineated in firings of Oriental pearls "". Till the twelfth

century, Greece alone, of all the countries of Chriftendom, was

poflefl'ed of the infe£l who is taught by nature, and of the workmen

who are inftrudted by art, to prepare this elegant luxury. But the

fecret had been ftolen by the dexterity and diligence of the Arabs :

the caliphs of the Eaft and Weft fcorned to borrow from the unbe-

lievers their furniture and apparel ; and two cities of Spain, Almeria

and Lifbon, were famous for the manufadure, the ufe, and perhaps

tranfported the exportation, of filk. It was firft introduced into Sicily by the

to°s'icily!"^ Normans ; and this emigration of trade diftinguifiies the vidory of

Roger from the uniform and fruitlefs hoftilities of every age. After

the fack of Corinth, Athens, and Thebes, his lieutenant embarked

phanem) who allows himfelf to ufe many Italicarum, tom.v. p. 256.) is a copy of thofe

technical or barbarous words: barbarous, of Greece. Without tranfcribing his decla-

{lys he, -riTur m?.Xyt cfA-u^i^xccXot'/ixf ctrt rmT'jiq matory fentences, which I have foftened in

>!£•. Ducange labours on fome; but the text, I iliall obferve, that in this paiTage,

he was not a weaver. the ftrange word exarentafmcita is very pro-

•' The manufailures of Palermo, as they pcrly changed for exanthemata by Carifius,

are Helcribed by liugo Falcandus (Hill. Si- the firll editor. I'alcandus lived about the

cuh in proem, in Muratori Script. Reriim year 1)90.

1

7

with
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^nth a captive train of weavers and artificers of both fexes, a trophy ^ ^ P.

glorious to their mailer, and difgraceful to the Greek emperor". ^-

—

.—-*

The king of Sicily was not infenfible of the value of the prefent

;

and, in the reftitution of the prifoners, he excepted only the male

and female manufadlurers of Thebes and Corinth, who labour,

fays the Byzantine hiftorian, under a barbarous lord, like the old

Eretrians in the fervice of Darius ". A ftately edifice, in the palace

of Palermo, was erefted for the ufe of this induftrious colony "*; and

the art was propagated by their children and difciples to fatisfy the

encreafing demand of the weilern world. The decay of the looms

of Sicily may be afcribed to the troubles of the ifland, and the com-

petition of the Italian cities. In the year thirteen hundred and

fourteen, Lucca alone, among her fifter republics, enjoyed the

lucrative monopoly '^ A domeftic revolution difperfed the ma-

nufadlurers to Florence, Bologna, Venice, Milan, and even the

countries beyond the Alps ; and thirteen years after this event,

the ftatutes of Modena enjoin the planting of mulberry trees, and

regulate the duties on raw filk "". The northern climates are Icfs

propitious to the education of the filk-worm ; but the induftry of

^^• Inde ad interiora Grscia; progrefii Co- " Nicetas in Manuel, I. ii. c. 8. p. 6.
rinthum, Thebas, Achenas, antiqua nobili- He defcribes thefe Greeks as ikilled

tate celebres expugnant; et maxima ibidem o9c,ra; ^», as ir^i -^- » ^»
ptxd.i, direpta, opifices eiiam qui Sericos ^-^»^.
pannos texere folent, ob ignominiam Impe- '* Hugo Falcandus llyles them nobilei

ratoris illius, fjique principis gloriam, cap- officinas. The Arabs had not introduced
tivos deducuiit. Qaos Rogerius, in Palermo filk, though they had planted canes and
Sicilis metropoli collocans, artem texendi made fiigar in the plain of Palermo,
fuos edocere pricepit ; et exhinc pra;diaa ars *5 gge the Life of Calhuccio Cafticani, not
ilia, prius a Grxcis tantum inter Chrlftianos by Machiavcl, but by his more authentic
habita, Romanis patere ccepit ingeniis (Otho biographer Nicholas Tcgrimi. Muratori,
Frifingen. de Geftis Frederici I. 1. i. c. 33. who has inferted it in the xi"- volume of his'

in Muratori Script. Ital. torn. vi. p. 668.). Scriptores, quotes this curious pa/Tage in his
This exception allows the bilhop to celebrate Italian Antiquities (torn. i. diiTert.xxv. p.378.);
Liibon and Almcria in fericorum pannorum '"' From the MS. .aatutes, as they are
opificio pranobiliiiimx (in Chron. apud Mu- quoted by Muratori in his Italian .Antiquitiej

ratcri, Annali d'ltalia, torn. ix. p. 415.). (torn. ii. diiTert, xxx. p. 46-48.).

France
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CHAP. I'rance and England" is fupplied and enriched by the produdionf

of Italy and China.

I muft repeat the complaint that the vague and fcanty memorials

of the times will not afford any juft eftimate of the taxes, the re-

venue, and the refources, of the Greek empire. From CA^ery pro-

vince of Europe and Afia, the rivulets of gold and filver difcharged

into the Imperial refervoir a copious and perennial ftream. The

reparation of the branches from the trunk encreafed the relative

magnitude of Conftantinople ; and the maxims of defpotifm con-

tradted the ftate to the capital, the capital to the palace, and the

palace to the royal perfon. A Jewiih traveller, who vifited the Eaft

in the twelfth century, is lofi: in his admiration of the Byzantine

riches. " It is here," fays Benjamin of Tudela, " in the queen of

*' cities, that the tributes of the Greek empire are annually depofited,

" and the lofty towers are filled with precious magazines of filk,

*' purple, and gold. It is faid, that Conftantinople pays each day

" to her fovereign twenty thoufand pieces of gold ; which are levied

*' on the ihops, taverns, and markets, on the merchants of Perfia

*' and Egypt, of Ruffia and Hungary, of Italy and Spain, who
*' frequent the capital by fea and land "." In all pecuniary matters,

the authority of a Jew is doubtlefs refpeftable ; but as the three

hundred and fixty-five days would produce a yearly income exceed-

ing feven millions fterling, I am tempted to retrench at leaft the nu-

merous feftivals of the Greek calendar. The mafs of treafure that

was faved by Theodora and Bafil the fecond, will fuggeft a fplendid,

though indefinite, idea of their fupplies and refources. The mother

*' The broad filk m a nu failure was efta- c. ;. p. 44.—52. The Hebrew text has been

bliihed in England in the year 1620 (Ander- tranflated into French by that marvellous

fon's Chronological Deduction, vol.ii. p. 4.): child Baratier, who has added a volume of

but it is 10 the revocation of the edicl of crude learning. The errors and fiilions of

Nantes, that we owe the Spitalfields colony, the Jewiih rabbi, are not a fufficient ground
*' Voyage de Benjamin de Tudele, tom.i. to deny the reality of his travelf.

of
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of Michael, before flie retired to a cloifter, attempted to check or C A p,

. . LIIl.
cxpofe the prodigaUty of her ungrateful fon, by a free and faithful _ ,

'

_f

account of the wealth which he inherited; one hundred and nine

thoufand pounds of gold, and three hundred thoufand of filver, the

fruits of her own osconomy and that of her deceafed hufband ^".

The avarice of Bafil is not lefs renowned than his valour and for-

tune : his vidlorious armies were paid and rewarded without break-

ing into the mafs of two hundred thoufand pounds of gold (about

eight millions fterling), which he had buried in the fubterraneous

vaults of the palace '°. Such accumulation of treafure is rejeded

by the theory and practice of iSfodern policy ; and we are more apt

to compute the national riches by the ufe and abufe of the public

credit. Yet the m-axims of antiquity are ftill embraced by a mo-

narch formidable to his enemies ; by a republic refpedable to her

allies ; and both have attained their refpedlive inds, of military

power, and domeftic tranquillity.

Whatever might be confumed for the prefent wants, or referved P"^*"? ^'^
luxury of the

for the future ufe, of the ftate, the firft and moft facred demand was emperors.

for the pomp and pleafure of the emperor ; and his difcretion only

could define the meafure of his private expence. The princes of

Conftantinople were far removed from the fimplicity of nature
;

yet,

with the revolving feafons, they were led by tafte or faihion to

withdraw to a purer air, from the fmoke and tumult of the capital.

They enjoyed, or aiFe£led to enjoy, the ruftic feftival of the vint-

age : their leiiure was amufed by the exercife of the chace and the

calmer occupation of fiOiing, and, in the fummer heats, they were

fhaded from the fun, and refreihed by the cooling breezes from the

fea. The coafts and iflands of Afia and Europe were covered with

'5 See the continuator of Theophanes ftead of pounds, ufes the more claillc appel-

(1. iv. p. 107.), Cedrenus (p. 544.)» and lation of talents, which, in a liieral fenfe

Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvi. p. 157.). and ftridl computation, would multiply fixty

3° Zonaras (torn. ii. I. xvii, p. 22j.), in- fold the treafure of Baiil.

their



4So THE DECLINE AND FALL

C P.
ti;ie*ii• magmficent villas : but, inftead of the modeft art which fe-

'

u ' cretly ftrives to liide Itfelf and to decorate the fcenery of nature, the

marble ftrudlure of then- gardens ferved only to expofe the riches of

the lord, and the labours of the archited. The fucceffive cafualties

of inheritance and forfeiture, had rendered the fovereign proprietor

of many ftately houfes -in the city and fuburbs, of which twelve

The palace were appropriated to the mlnifters of ftate j but the great palace^',

dnople. the centre of the Imperial refidence, was fixed during eleven cen-

turies to the fame pofition, between the hippodrome, the cathedral

of St. Sophia, and the gardens, wnich defcended by many a terrace

to the ihores of the Propontis. The primitive edifice of the firft

Conftantine was a copy or rival of ancient Rome ; the gradual im-

provements of his fucceflTors afpired to emulate the wonders of the

old world ^\ and in the tenth century, the Byzantine palace excited

the admiration, at lead of the Latins, by an unqueftionable pre-

eminence of ftrength, fize, and magnificence '\ But the toil and

treafure of fo many ages had produced a vaft and irregular pile

:

each feparate building was marked with the character of the times

and of the founder ; and the want of fpace might excufe the reign-

ing monarch who demoliihed, perhaps with fecret fatisfadion, the

works of his piedeceflbrs. The oeconomy of the emperor Thec-

philus allowed a more free and ample fcope for his domeftic luxury

and fplendour. A favourite ambafTador who had aftoniihed the Ab-

baifides themfelv^es by his pride and liberality, prefented on his re-

^' For a copious and minute defcription of according to an epigram (Antholog. Grac•
the Imperial palace, fee the Conrtantinop, 1. iv. p. 488, 489. Broda;i, apud Wechel)
Chriftiana (1. ii. c. 4. p. 113— 123.) ofDu- afcribed to Juiian, ex-prarfeft of Egypt,
cange, the Tillemont of the middle ages. Seventy-one of his epigrams fome lively, are
Never has laborious Germany produced two colleiled in Brunck (Analed. Grxc. tom.ii.

antiquarians more laborious and accurate, p. 493— 510.); but this is wanting.
than thefe two natives of lively France. ^3 Conftantinopolitanu.ii Palatium non pul-

3* The Byzantine palace furpafles the Ca- chritudine folum, verum ctiam fortitudine,

pitol, the palace of Pergamus, the Rufinian omnibus quas unquam videram munitionibus
wood (2)a,if„«yaV:.), the temple of Adrian prxllat (Liutprand, Hift. 1. v. c. 9. p. 465.).
at Cyzicus, the pyramids, the Pharus, &c.

turn.
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turn the model of a palace, which the caliph of Bagdad had recently CHAP.
conftruiled on the banks of the Tigris. The model was inftantly ' —

'

copied and furpafled : the new buildings of Theophilus ^* were ac-

companied with gardens, and with five churches, one of which was

confpicuous for fize and beauty : it was crowned with three domes,

the roof of gilt brafs repofed on columns of Italian marble, and the

walls were incrufted with marbles of various colours. In the face of

the church, a femi-circular portico, of the figure and name of the

GreekJJgma was fupported by fifteen columns of Phrygian marble, and

the fubterraneous vaults were of a fimilar conflrudion. The fquare

before the figma was decorated with a fountain, and the margin of

the bafon was lined and encompafled with plates of filver. In the

beginning of each feafon, the bafon, inftead of water, was reple-

niihed with the moil exquifite fruits, which were abandoned to the

populace for the entertainment of the prince. He enjoyed this tu-

multuous fpedacle from a throne refplendent with gold and gems,

which was raifed by a marble ftair-cafe to the height of a lofty ter-

race. Below the throne were feated the officers of his guards, the

magiilrates, the chiefs of the faQions of the circus ; the inferior fteps

were occupied by the people, and the place below was covered

with troops of dancers, fingers, and pantomimes. The fquare was

furrounded by the hall of juilice, the arfenal, and the various offices of

bufinefs and pleafure ; and the purple cliamber was named from the

annual diftribution of robes of fcarlet and purple by the hand of

the emprcfs herfelf. The long ferles of tlie apartments was adapted

to the feafons, and decorated with marble and porphyry, with paint-

ing, fculpture, and mofaics, with a profufion of gold, filver, and

precious ftones. His fanciful magnificence employed llie ftill and

^•^ See the anonymous continuator of Theo- Le Brau (Hill, du Bjs-Etnpire, torn. xiv.

pha-nes (p. 59. 61. 86.), whom I have fol- p. ^.36. 4iO•)•

lo.ve.i in the neat and concife abHrafl of

Vol. V. 3 patience
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CHAP, natience of fuch art'ifts as the times could afford : but the tafte of
LIII.

'
,

« Athens would have defpifed their frivolous and coftly labours ; a

golden tree, with its leaves and branches, v/hich iheltered a muhitude

of birds, warbling their artificial notes, and two lions of mafly gold,

and of the natural fize, who looked and roared like their brethren of

the foreft. The fucceffors of Theophilus, of the Bafilian and Comne-

nian dynafties, were not lefs ambitious of leaving fome memorial of

their refidence ; and the portion of the palace moil fplendid and

Furnkure auguft, was dignified with the title of the golden tricUnium '"'. With

antsf'''^"
* becoming modefty, the rich and noble Greeks afpired to imitate their

fovereign, and when they paffed through the ftreets on horfeback,

in their robes of filk and embroidery, they were miftaken by the

children for kings ^\ A matron of Peloponefus ", who had cherifhed

the infant fortunes of Bafil the Macedonian, was excited by tender-

nefs or vanity to vifit the greatnefs of her adopted fon. In a jour-

ney of five hundred miles from Patras to Conftantinople, her age or

indolence declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage : the foft litter

or bed of Danielis was tranfported on the ilioulders of ten robuil

flaves ; and as they were relieved at eafy diftances, a band of three

hundred was feledted for the performance of this fervice. She was

entertained in the Byzantine palace with filial reverence, and the

honours of a queen ; and whatever might be the origin of her

wealth, her gifts were not unworthy of the regal dignity. I have

already defcribed the fine and curious manufadures of Peloponefus,

35 In aureo triclinio quae pra:flantior eil ^® In equis vedli (fays Benjamin of Tudeia)

pars potentiflimus (ihe ujurier Romanus) .- rejum filiis videntur perfimiles. I prefer the

gens cxteras partes (filiis) diftribuerat (Liut- Latin verfion of Conftantine I'Empereur

prand. Hift. L v. c. 9. p. 469.). For this (p. 46.), to the French of Baratier (torn. i.

lax fijrnificatlon of Triclinium (.Edificium p. 49.).

tvia vel plura xXi.>; fcilicet. compleitens), ^^ See the account of her journey, muni-

<ee Ducange (Gloif. Gra:c. et Obfervations ficence, and tcftament, in the Life of Bafil,

fur Joinville, p. 240.) and Reifte (ad Con- by hisgrandfon Conftantine (c. 74, 7S>
"6.

flaniinum dc Cereinoniis, p. 7.). P• ipS" '^97•)•

of
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of linen, filk, and woollen ; but the moft acceptable of her pre- CHAP.
fents confifted in three hundred beautiful youths, of whom one * »

hundred were eunuchs
'"

;
" for ihe was not ignorant," fays the

hiftorian, " that the air of the palace is more congenial to fuch

" infers, than a ihepherd's dairy to the flies of the futnmer."

During her lifetime, ihe bellowed the greater part of her eilates

in Peloponefus, and her teftament inftltuted Leo the fon of Bali)

her univerfal heir. After the payment of the legacies, fourfcore

villas or farms were added to the Imperial domain ; and three thou-

fand flaves of Danielis were enfranchifed by their new lord, and

tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian coaft. From this example of

a private matron, we may eftimate the wealth and magnificence of

the emperors. Yet our enjoyments are confined by a narrow circle

;

and, whatfoever may be its value, the luxury of life is poiTeiTed with

more innocence and fafety by the mafter of his own, than by the

fteward, of the public fortune.

In an abfolute government, which levels the diftinilions of noble Honours and

and plebeian birth, the fovereign is the fole fountain of honour ; and impedal fa-

the rank, both in the palace and the empire, depends on the titles
""'^'

and offices which are beftowed and refumed by his arbitrary will.

Above a thoufand years, from Vefpafian to Alexius Comnenus ", the

Cafar was the fecond perfon, or at leaft the fecond degree, after the

fupreme title of Augriflus was more freely communicated to the fons

and brothers of the reigning monarch. To elude without violating

'^'^ Carfamatium[y.ct.-^i,i^.a.\,Y)\x.^\^<:,G\oK^j lations of commerce in Lorraine.

Grxci vocant, amputatis virilibus et virga, '' See the Alexiad (I. iii. p. 78, -n.) of

puerum eunuchum quos Verdunenfes merca- Anna Comnena, who, except in filial piety,

tores ob immenfum lucrum facere folent et may be compared to Mademoifelle do Mont-
in Hifpaniam ducere (Liutprand, l.vi. c.3. penfier. In her awful reverence for titles and

p. 470.)—The laft abomination of the abo- forms, (he ftyles her father 7.';,•«;<.:',:, the

minable ilave-trade! Yet I am furprifed to inventorof this royal art, the Ti;^ii.i, and
£nd in the a'*" century, fuch aftive fpecu- £•>:(.> ims-r.iius.

3 0^2 his
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his promlfe to a powerful ailociate, the hufband of hus fifter ; and»

without giving himfelf an equal, to reward the piety of his brother

Ifaac, the crafty Alexius interpofed a new and fupereminent dignity.

The happy flexibility of the Greek tongue allowed him to compound

the names of Auguftus and emperor (Sebaftos and Autocrator), and

the union produced the fonorous title of Sebqfiocrato?'. He was ex-

alted above the Csefar on the firft ftep of the throne : the public

acclamations repeated his name ; and he was only diftinguiihed from

the fovereign by fome peculiar ornaments of the head and feet.

The emperor alone could aiTume the purple or red buikins, and the

clofe diadem or tiara, which imitated the fafhion of the Perfian

kings *". It was an high pyramidal cap of cloth or filk, almoft

concealed by a profufion of pearls and jewels : the crown was

formed by an horizontal circle and two arches of gold : at the fum-

mit, the point of their interfedtion was placed a globe or crofs, and

two firings or lappets of pearl depended on either cheek. Infliead

of red, the buikins of the Sebaftocrator and Ca^far were green ; and

on their open coronets or crowns, the precious gems were more

fparingly diftributed. Befide and below the Cxfar, the fancy of

Alexius created the Panhypcrfchiifios and the /$^ whofe

found and fignification will llitisfy a Grecian ear. They imply a

fuperiority and a priority above the iimple name of Auguftus; and this

facred and primitive title of the Roman prince was degraded to the

kinfmen and fervants of the Byzantine court. The daughter of

Alexius applauds, with fond complacency, this artful gradation of

hopes and honours ; but the fcience of words is acceffible to the

meaneil capacity ; and this vain diitionary was eafily enriched by

the pride of his fucceflors. To their favourite fons or brothers, they

*° £(/,(, rffaw;, iiaSufici, fee Reilke, ad xxv. p. 289—303.): but of bis thirty-four

Ceremoniale, p. 14, 15. Ducange has given models, none exaiilly tally with Anne's de-

a learned diflertation on the crowns of Con- fcription.

ibntinople, Rome, France, &c. (fur Joinvillo

imparted
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imparted the more lofty appellation of Lord or Defpot. which was CHAP.'

LIU.
illuftriited with new ornaments and prerogatives, and placed immc- » -, _j

diatcly after the perfon of the emperor himfelf. The five titles of

I. Defpot \ 2. Sebaflocrator ; 3. Cafar ; 4. Paubyperfebafor ; and,

5. Protofcbajos ; were ufually confined to the princes of his blood :

they were the emanations of his majefty ; but as they exercifed no
regular functions, their exiftence was ufelefs, and their authority

precarious.

But in every monarchy the fubftantial powers of government Offices of the

muft be divided and exercifed by the minifters of the palace and fhterand the

treafury, the fleet and amy. The titles alone can differ ; and in the
^""^"

revolution of ages, the counts and prasfeds, the prnetor and quasftor,

infenfibly defcended, while their fervants rofe above their heads to

the firft honours of the ftate. i. In a monarchy, which refers every

objed to the perfon of the prince, the care and ceremonies of the

palace form the moft refpedable department. The Ciircpalata ^\ fo

illuftrious in the age of Juftinian, was fupplanted by the ProtovefliarCy

whole primitive fundions were limited to the cuftody of the \vard-

robe. From thence his jurifdidion was extended over the nume-

rous menials of pomp and luxury ; and he prefided with his illver

wand at the public and private audience. 2. In the ancient fyfteni

of Conilantiae, the name of Logothcte^ or accountant, was applied to

the receivers of the finances : the principal ofncers were diftinguiflied

as the Lcgothetes of the domain, of the ports, the army, the private

and public treafijre ; and the great Logothete^ the fupreme guardian

of the laws and revenues, is compared with the chancellor of the

*' Par exftans curis, folo diademate difpar ante pedes regis incederet (Variar. vii. 5.).

Ordine pro rerum vocitatusCa;-a-Pa.V;/;; But this great officer, unknown, amnyr^-t.^,

fays the African Corippus(deLaudibusJuliini, exerclling no funition, it» «dVi»;, was caft

1. i. 136.); and in the fame century (the vi'''), down by the modern Greeks to the xv'''' rank

Cafliodorius reprefents him, who, virga aun;a (Codin. c. 5. p. 65.).

decoratusj inter numerofa obfetj^uia primus

8 Latin
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Latin monarchies *\ His difcerning eye pervaded the civil adminl-

ftration ; and he was alTifted, in due fubordination, by the eparch or

.prsfed of the city, the firft fecretary, and the keepers of the privy

fea!, the archives, and the red or purple ink which was relervcd for

•the facred fignature of the emperor alone ". The introduftor and

interpreter of foreign ambaifadors were the great Chiaiifs " and the

Dragomati'^\ two names of Turkifh origin, and which are ftill fami-

liar to the fublime Porte. 3. From the humble ftyle and fervice of

guards, the Domeflics infenfibly rofe to the ftation of generals ; the

military themes of the Eaft and Weft, the legions of Europe and

Afia, were often divided, till the great was finally inverted

with the unlverfal and abfolute command of the land forces. The^ in his original fundlions, was the affiftant of the em-

peror when he mounted on horfeback : he gradually became the

lieutenant of the great Domeftic in the field ; and his jurifdidion

extended over the ftables, the cavalry, and the royal train of hunting

and hawking. The Stratopedarcb was the great judge of the camp
;

the Protofpatha'ire commanded the guards ; the Conjlable "*, the great

^teriarch^ and the Acolyth^ were the feparate chiefs of the Franks,

^ Nicetas (in Manuel, 1. vii. c. l.) de- (1. vii. c. i. 1. xii. c. 30. I. xiii. c. 22.). The
fines him uc, ij «» <pii«»j V^-j.yKtKxfi'.i, ^ Chiaouih baiha is now at the head of -00

>£? imaitt AoyoiiTr.u, Yet the epithet of officers (Rycaut's Ottoman Empire, p• 349.'. was added by the elder Andronicus odlavo edition).

(Ducange, torn. i. p. 822, 823.)• " Tagermmi is the Arabic name of an in-
*' From Led. (A. D. 470) the Imperial terpreter (d'Herbelot, p. 854, 855.), vfun',;

ink, which is ftill vifible on fome original - mj.vi:vuv .; oraftafKji ifayo^xtsc, fays

acls, was a mixture of Vermillion and cinna- Codinus (c. ;. N° 70. p. 67.). See Ville-

bar, or purple. The emperor's guardians, hardouin (N" 96.), Buibequius (Epift. iv,

who ihared in this prerogative, always mark- p. 338.), and Ducange (Obfervations fur

ed in green ink the indiftion, and the month. Vulehardouin, and GlofT. Grsc. et Latin.).

See the Diflionaire Diplomatique (torn. i. "* Ko.orit^oi, or y.ov-r:Txi\',c, a corruption

P• 511—513•). a valuable abridgment. from the Latin Comes ilabuli, or the French
* The fultan fent a Tt-xa: to Alexius (Anna Connetable. In a military fenfe, it was ufed

Comnena, 1. vi. p. 170. Ducange ad loc.)

;

by the Greeks in the xl••' century, at leaft as

and Pachymer often fpeaks of the ftiya;; early as in France.

the
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the Barbarians, and the Varangi, or Engliih, the mercenary Arrangers, C A P^

who, in the decay of the national fpirit, formed the nerve of the " ^—

'

Byzantine armies. 4. The naval povirers were under the command

of the great Duke \ in his abfence they obeyed the great Drungaire

of the fleet ; and, in his place, the Emir, or admiral^ a name of

Saracen extrailion *', but which has been naturalized in all the

modern languages of Europe. Of thefe officers, and of many more

whom it would be ufelefs to enumerate, the civil and military hie-

rarchy was framed. Their honours and emoIuments,.their drefs and

titles, their mutual falutations and refpe£live pre-eminence, were

balanced with more exquifite labour, than would have fixed the

conftitution of a fiee people ; and the code was almoft perfedl when

this bafelefs fabric, the monument of pride and fervitude, was for

ever buried in the ruins of the empire *\

The moft lofty titles, and the moft humble poftures, which de- Adoration of
the cmperor.-

votion has applied to the Supreme Being, have been proftituted by

flatteiy and fear to creatures of the fame nature with ourfelves. The

mode of adoration *', of falling proftrate on the ground, and kiffing

the feet of the emperor, was borrowed by Diocletian from Perfian

fervitude ; but it was continued and aggravated till the laft age of

the Greek monarchy. Excepting only on Sundays, when it was

waved, from a motive of religious pride, this humiliating reverence

was exaded from all who entered the royal prefence^ from the

' It was direilly borrowed from the Nor- been illuftrated by the notes of Goar, and

nians. In the xii•'' century, Giannone rec- the three books of Gretfer,^ a learned Jefuit.

kens the admiral of Sicily among ths great •" The refpeflfulfalutation of carrying the

efficers. hand to the mouth, ad os, is the root of the

*' This (ketch of honours and offices is Latin word, adoro adorare. See our learned

drawn from George Codinus Curopalata, who Selden (vol.iii.p. 143— 145.942.), inhisTitles

fjjrvived the taking of Conllantinople by the of Honour. It feems, from the i" book o£

Turks: his elaborate though trifling work Herodotus, to be of Perfian origin,

(de Officiis Ecclefis et Aulas C. P.) has

5 princes.
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CHAP, pnnces iavefted with the diadem and purple, and from the arnbaffa-

»__,^-L_^ dors who -eprelented their Independent iovereigns, the caliphs of

Afia, Egypt, or Spain, the kings of France and Italy, and the Latin

Reception of emperors of ancient Rome. In his tranfadions of buhnefs, Liut-

prand, biihop of Cremona^", aiTerted the free fpirit of a Frank and

the dignity of his mailer Otho. Yet his fincerity cannot difguife the

abafement of his firft audience. When he approached the throne,

tlie birds of the golden tree began to warble their notes, which were

accompanied by the roarings of the two lions of gold. AVith his

two companions, Liutprand was compelled to bow and to fall pro-

ftrate ; and thrice he touched the ground with his forehead. He

arofe, but in the iliort interval, the throne had been hoifted by an

engine from the floor to the cieling, the Imperial figure appeared in

new and more gorgeous apparel, and the interview was concluded

in haughty and majeflic filence. In this honeil and curious narra-

tive, the bifliop of Cremona reprefents the ceremonies of the Byzan-

tine court, which are ftill pracTlifed in the fublime Porte, and

which v/ere preferved in the laft age by the dukes of Mufcovy or

RuiTia. After a long journey by the fea and land, from Venice to

Conftantinople, the ambaifador halted at the golden gate, till he was

conducted by the formal officers to the hofpitable palace prepared for

his reception; but this palace was a prifon, and his jealous keepers

prohibited all fecial intercourfe either with ftrangers or natives. At

his firft audience, he oifered the gifts of his mafter, flaves, and golden

vafes, and coftly armour. The oftentatious payment of the officers

and troops difplayed before his eyes the riches of the empire : he

was entertained at a royal banquet^', in vhich the ambafiadors of

the

5° The two embaiTies of Liutpr.-ind to Con- L^gatio ad Nicephorum Phocam, p. 479—
ftantinople, all ihat hs faw or fufFered in the 489.).

Greek cnpital, are pleafantly tlefcribed by *' Among the amufements of the feaft, a

hiinfilf (ilift. 1. vi. c. 1—4• p• 469

—

471. boy balanced, on his forehead, a pike, or pole,

twenty-
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the nations were marfhalled by the efteem or contempt of the CHAP.
LIU.

Greeks : from his own table, the emperor, as the mofl: fignal favour '

fent the plates which he had tailed ; and his favourites were difmiired

with a robe of honour ". In the morning and evening of each day,

his civil and military fervants attended their duty in the palace; their

labour was repaid by the fight, perhaps by the fmile, of their lord
;

his commands were fignified by a nod or a fign : but all earthly great-

nefs Jlood filent and fubmiilive in his prefence. In his regular or Proceilions

extraordinary proceffions through the capital, he unveiled his perfon tions.

to the public view : the rites of policy were conneded with thofe of

religion, and his vifits to the principal churches were regulated by

the feftivals of the Greek calendar. On the eve of thefe proceffions,

the gracious or devout intention of the monarch was proclaimed by

the heralds. The ftreets were cleared and purified ; the pavement

was ilrewed with flowers ; the moil precious furniture, the gold and

filver plate, and filken hangings, were difplayed from the windows

and balconies, and a fevere difcipline reftrained and filenced the

tumult of the populace. The march was opened by the military

officers at the head of their troops ; they were followed in long order

by the magiftrates and minifters of the civil government : the perfon

of the emperor was guarded by his eunuchs and domeftics, and at

the church- door, he was folemnly received by the patriarch and his

clergy. The taflc of applaufe was not abandoned to the rude and

fpontaneous voices of the crowd. The moft convenient ftations

were occupied by the bands of the blue and green fadions of the

circus; and their furious confli<£ls, which had ihaken the capital, were

infenfibly funk to an emulation of fervitude. From either fide they

twenty. four feet long, with a crofs bar of repall an homilyof Chryfoftom on the Acts of
two cubits a little below the top. Two boys, the Apoftles was read elata voce non Latine

naked, though cinctured {^campcflrati) toge- (p. 4S3.).

ther, and fingly, climbed, flood, played, '' Gala is not improbably derived from
defcended, &c. ita me ftupidura redidit: Cala, or Caloat, in Arabic, a robe of honour
uirum mirabilius nefcio (p. 470.). At another (Reifice, Not. in Ceremon. p. S4.).

Vol. V. 3 R echoed
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CHAP, echoed in relponfive melody the praifes of the emperor ; their poets

^_ ,
'_' and muficians direded the choir, and long life " and vldlory were

the burthen of every fong. The fame acclamations were performed

at the audience, the banquet, and the church ; and as an evidence

of boundlefs fway, they were repeated in the Latin '\ Gothic, Per-

fian, French, and even Englifh language ", by the mercenaries who

fuftained the real or fiftitious charader of thofe nations. By the

pen of Conflantine Porphyrogenitus, this fcience of form and flattery

has been reduced into a pompous and trifling volume ''', which the

vanity of fucceechng times might enrich with an ample fupplement.

Yet the calmer refleQion of a prince would furely fuggeft, that the

fame acclamations were applied to every charader and every reign :

and if he had rifen from a private rank, he might remember, that

his own voice had been the loudeft and moft eager in applaufe, at

the very moment, when he envied the fortune, or confpired againft

the life, of his predeceflOr ".

Marriage of The princes of the North, of the nations, fays Conftantine, witli-

LYth^foieign out faith or fame, were ambitious of mingling their blood with the

nations. blood of the Ca^fars, by their marriage with a royal virgin, or by the

nuptials of their daughters with a Roman prince ^\ The aged mo-

narch, in his infl:ru6lions to his fon, reveals the fecret maxims of

" (,:: is explained by ^-^ witli the notes, or rather diflertations, of his

(Codin, c. 7. Ducange, Glofl". Gr^ec. tom.i. German editors, Leich and Reiflce. For the

p. 1199.). rank of theyfflW/»» courtiers, p. 80. not. 23.

'* KwcTEf^ET .». (>—^ ; 02. ; for the adoration, except on Sundays,

•(—'. ^. r.v : p. 95• °• "Ot. 3.; the proceflions, p. 2,

(Ceremon. c. 75. p. 215•)• The want of &c. not. p. 3, &c. the acclamations, pailim.

the Latin V, obliged the Greeks to employ not. 25, &c. ; the failions and Hippodrome,

their (3; nor do they regard quantity. Till p. 177— 214. not. 9. 93, &c. ; the Gothic

he recoUefted the true language, thefe ftrange games, p.z2i. not. in.; vintage, p. 217.

fentences might puzz'e a profeiTor. not. 109.: much more information is fcat-

" Bafccyyoi -cr.t y\i-caav am, tered over the work.

r,yy»' iioXvy^ponQiai (Codin. p. 90.). I " Et privato Othonl et nuper eadem di-

wiih he had preferred the words, however centl nota aduktio (Tacit. Hill. i. 85.).

corrupt, of their Englilh acclamation. ^^ The xiii•'' chapter, de AdminiHratione

^'' For all thefe ceremonies, fee the pro- Imperii, may be explained and redified by

feifed work of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, the Famii!» Byzantine of Ducange.

policy
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policy and pride ; and fuggefts the moil decent reafons for refufmg CHAP.
theie iniclent and unreafonable demands. Every animal, fays the ' w

'

dlfcreet emperor, is prompted by nature to feek a mate among the

animals of his own fpecies ; and the human fpecies is divided into

various tribes, by the diftindlion of language, religion, and manners.

A juft regard to the purity of defcent preferves the harmony of

public and private life ; but the mixture of foreign blood is the

fruitful fource of diforder and difcord. Such had ever been the

opinion and pradice of the fage Romans : their jurifprudence pro-

fcribed the marriage of a citizen and a ftranger : in the days of free-

dom and virtue, a fenator would have fcorned to match his daugh-

ter with a king : the glory of Mark Anthony was fullied by an

Egyptian wife ''
; and the emperor Titus was compelled, by popular

cenfure, to difmifs with reluftance the reludtant Berenice '°. This

perpetual interdi£t was ratified by the fabulous fandtion of the great

Conftantine. The ambaifadors of the nations, more efpecially of the

unbelieving nations, were folemnly admonifhed, that fuch^ftrange alli-

ances had been Qondemned by the founder of the church and city.

The irrevocable law was infcribed on the altar of St. Sophia ; and imaginary

. law of Con-
the impious prince who ihould ftain the majefty of the purple was ftantine.

excluded from the civil and ecclefiailical communion of the Romans.

If the ambafladors were inftruited by any falfe brethren in the By-

zantine hiftory, they might produce three memorable examples of

the violation of this imaginary law : the marriage of Leo, or rather

of his father Conftantine the fourth, with the daughter of the king

'^ Sequiturque nefas ^gyptia conjunx celebrate his marriage either with Roman or

(Virgil, ^neidviii. 688.). Yet this Egyp- Egyptian rites.

tian wife was the daughter of a long line of *° Berenicem invitusinvitam dimifit (Sue-

kings. Quid te mutavit (fays Antony in a tonius in Tito, c. 7.). Have I obferved elfe-

private letter to Auguftus) an quod reginara where, that this Jewifh beauty was at this

ineo? Uxor meaeft (Sueton. in Auguft.c.6g.). time above fifty years of age? The judicious

Yet I much queftion (for I cannot ilay to Racine has moil difcreetly fupprell'ed both

enquire), whether the triumvir ever dared to her age and her country.

3 R 2 of
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CHAP, of the Chozars, the nuptials of the grand-daughter of Romanus with

\_—V——y a Bulgarian prince, and the union of Bertha of France or Italy with

young Romanus, the fon of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus himfelf.

To thefe objcdlions, three anfwers were prepared, which folved the

The firil ex- difficulty and eftabliihed the law. I. The deed and the guilt of Con-
ception,

A.D. 733. ftantine Copronymus were acknowledged. The Ifaurian heretic,

who fullied the baptifmal font, and declared war agalnft the holy

images, had indeed embraced a Barbarian wife. By this impious

alliance, he accompliihed the meafure of his crimes, and was de-

The fecond, voted to the juft cenfure of the church and of pofterity. II. Ro-
' ^^ ' manus could not be alleged as a legitimate emperor ; he was a ple-

beian ufurper, ignorant of the laws, and regardlefs of the honour,

of the monarchy. Fiis fort Chriftopher, the father of the bride,

was the third in rank in the college of princes, at once the fubjeft

and the accomplice of a rebellious parent. The Bulgarians were

fmcere and devout Chriftians ; and the fafety of the empire, with

the redemption of many thoufand captives, depended on this pre-

pofterous alliance. Yet no confideration could difpenfe from the

law of Conftantine ; the clergy, the fenate, and the people, difap-

proved the condud of Romanus ; and he was reproached, both in

The third, his life and death, as the author of the public difgrace. III. For

the marriage of his own fon with the daughter of Hugo king of

Italy, a more honourable defence is contrived by the wife Porphy-

rogenitus. Conftantine, the great and holy, efteemed the fidelity

and valour of the Franks "
; and his prophetic fpirit beheld the

vifion of their future greatncfs. They alone were excepted from

the general prohibition : Hugo king of France was the lineal de-

fcendant of Charlemagne
''''

; and his daughter Bertha inherited the

preroga-

" Conftantine was made to praife the in Dedicat. Polybii) are )iighly delighted

(vyiHicc and ,. of the Franks, with with thefe compliments,

whom he claimed a private and public alii- ^^• Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (de Admi-

ance. The French writers (Ifaac Cafaubon niilrat. Imp. c. 26.) exhibits a pedigree and

life
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prerogatives of her family and nation. The voice of truth and CHAP,
malice infenfibly betrayed the fraud or error of the Imperial court. \_—v—

'

The patrimonial eiiate of Hugo was reduced from the monarchy of

France to the fimple county of Aries ; though it was not denied,

that, in the confufion of the times, he had ufurped the fovereignty

of Provence, and invaded the kingdom of Italy. His father was

a private noble ; and if Bertha derived her female defcent from the

Carlovingian line, every ftep was polluted with illegitimacy or vice.

The grandmother of Hugo was the famous Valdrada, the concu-

bine, rather than the wife, of the fecond Lothair ; whofe adultery,

divorce, and fecond nuptials, had provoked againfl: him the thun-

ders of the Vatican. His mother, as ilie was ftyled the great Ber-

tha, was fucceflively the wife of the count of Aries and of the

marquis of Tufcany : France and Italy were fcandalifed by her gal-

lantries ; and, till the age of threefcore, her lovers, of every de-

gree, were the zealous fervants of her ambition. The example of

maternal incontinence was copied by the king of Italy ; and the

three favourite concubines of Hugo were decorated with the claific

names of Venus, Juno, and Semele ''\ The daughter of Venus was

granted to the felicitations of the Byzantine court : her name of

Bertha was changed to that of Eudoxia ; and ihe was wedded, or

rather betrothed, to young Romanus, the future heir of the empire

of the Eaft. The confummation of this foreign alliance was fuf-

pended by the tender age of the two parties ; and, at the end of

five years, the union was diifolved by the death of the virgin

life of the illuftrious king Hugo ,-^ nati ex incertis patribus originem ducunt
pyo,- Ot,>»i^,)• A more correct idea may be (Hill. 1. iv. c. 6.) : for the marriage of the

formed from the Criricifm of Pagi, the An- younger Bertha, fee Hill. 1. v. c. 5.; for the

nals of Muratori, and the Abridgement of incontinence of the elder, dulcis exercitio

St. Marc, A. D. 925 — 946. Hymensei, 1. ii. c. 15.; for the virtues and
" After the mention of the three god- vices of Hugo, 1. iii. c. 5.• Yet it mull not

defles, Liutprand very naturally adds, eC be forgot, that the bilhop of Cremona was a

quoniam non rex folus iis abutebatur, earum lover of fcandal.

1 fpoufe.
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HAP. fpoufe. The fecond wife of the emperor Roraanus was a maklen

of plebeian, but of Roman, birth ; and their two daughters, Theo-

phano and Anne, were given in marriage to the princes of the

OthoofGer- earth. The eldeft was beftowed, as the pledge of peace, on the

A.D.'p-z. eldeft fon of the great Otho, who had folicited this alliance with

arms and embaflies. It might legally be queftioned how far a Saxon

\A'as entitled to the privilege of the French nation : but every fcruple

was filenced by the fame and piety of a hero who had reftored the

empire of the Weft. After the death of her father-in-law and

hufband, Theophano governed Rome, Italy, and Germany, during

the minority of her fon, the third Otho ; and the Latins have praiied

the virtues of an emprefs, who facriiiced to a fuperior duty the re-

rnembrance of her country ^*. In the nuptials of her lifter Anne,

every prejudice was loft, and every confideration of dignity was fu-

Wolodomir perfeded, by the ftronger argument of neceflity and fear. A Pagan

A. . 988. of the north, Wolodomir, great prince of Ruflia, afpired to a

daughter of the Roman purple ; and his claim was enforced by the

threats of war, the promife of converfion, and the offer of a power-

ful fuccour againft a domeftic rebel. A vidlim of her religion and

country, the Grecian princefs was torn from the palace of her fa-

thers, and condemned to a favage reign and an hopelefs exile on

the banks of the Boryfthenes, or in the neighbourhood of the Polar

circle "'. Yet the marriage of Anne was fortunate and fruitful : the

daughter of her grandfon Jeroflaus was recommended by her Impe-

rial defcent ; and the king of France, Henry I. fought a wife on

the laft borders of Europe and Chriftendom ".

In

'* Licet ilia Imperatri.v Gr.Tca fibi ct aliis torn. ii. p. 221. Elmacln, Hirt. Saracenica,

fuiflet fatis utilis et optima, Sec. is the pre- 1. iii. c. 6. Neftor apud Levefque, torn. ii.

amble of an inimical writer, apud Pagi, p. 112. Pagi, Critica, A. D. 987, N° 6. a

torn. iv. A. D. 989, N°3. Her marriage fingular concourfe! Wolodomir and Anne
and principal ailions may be found in Mura- are ranked among the faints of the Ruffian

tori, Pagi, and St. Marc, under the proper church. Yet we knovv his vices, and are ig-

years. norant of her virtues.

'' Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 699. Zonaras, ** Henricus primus duxit uxorem Scythi-

cam.
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In the Byzantine palace, the emperor was the firft flave of the C A P.

. . . . LIII.
ceremonies which he impofed, of the rigid forms which regulated ,.— '

each word and gefture, befieged him in the palace, and violated the po^iver!"^

leifure of his rural folitude. But the lives and fortunes of millions

hung on his arbitrary will : and the firmeil minds, fuperior to the

allurements of pomp and luxury, may be feduced by the more adlivc

pleafure of commanding their ecjuals. The legiilative and executive

power were centered in the perfon of the monarch, and the laft re-

mains of the authority of the fenate, were finally eradicated by Leo

the philoiopher "^', A lethargy of fervitude had benumbed the minds

of the Greeks ; in the wildeft tumults of rebellion they never

afpired to the idea of a free conftitution ; and the private charader

of the prince was the only fource and meafure of their public hap-

pinefs. Superflition rivetted their chains ; in the church of St.

Sophia, he was folemnly crowned by the patriarch ; at the foot of

the altar, they pledged their paffive and unconditional obedience to

his government and family. On his fide he engaged to abftain as Coronation

much as pofllble from the capital puniihments of death and mutila-

tion ; his orthodox creed was fubfcribed with his own hand, and he

promifed to obey the decrees of the feven fynods, and the canons of

the holy church '''. But the affurance of mercy was loofe and inde-

finite : he fwore, not to his people, but to an invifible judge, and

except in the inexpiable guilt ofherefy, the minifters of heaven were

always prepared to preach the indefeafible right, and to abfolvc the

cam, Ruflam, fil'iam regis Jeroflai. An em- (Ixxviii.) ne fenatufconfulta amplius fiant,

baliy of biihops was fent into Rufiia, and fpeaks the language of naked defpotifm,

the father gratanter filiam cum multis donis a >(> «faros » «» ^-, iioixro-in,

mifit. This event happened in the year xui axctifoa xcn ux^frsov. tls xfnit

1051. See the paffages of the original chro- ^''.'. awciVTic^xi.

nicies in Bouquet's Hiftorians of France ^^ Codinus (de Officiis, c. xvii. p. 120,

(tom.xi. p. 29• 159• 161. 319. 84. 481.)• I2i .) gives an idea of this oath fo Urong to

Voltaire might wonder at this alliance; but the church mro; ym^io; is-Og xai <;
he ihould not have owned his ignorance of aytcti «/,:, fo weak to the people *ai

the country, religion, &C. of Jeroflaus—

a

amxetr^xt » xxi axfaJT»fia£rftu» *ai ^ ;
name fo confpicuous in the Ruffian annals. tutoi,- ««ra onaTo».

*' A conftitution of Leo the Philofopher

4 venial
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CHAP, venial tranfgreffions, of their fovereign. The Greek eccleiiailics

V—V——' were themfelves the fubjedls of the civil magiftrate : at the nod of

a tyrant, the bifliops were created, or transferred, or depofed, or

puniilied, Avith an ignominious death : whatever might be their

wealth or influence, they could never fucceed like the Latin clergy

in the eftablifhment of an independent republic ; and the patriarch

of Conftantinople condemned, what he fecretly envied, the temporaj

greatnefs of his Roman brother. Yet the exercife of boundlefs def-

potifm is happily checked by the laws of nature and neceffity. In

proportion to his wifdom and virtue, the mafter of an empire is

confined to the path of his facred and laborious duty. In propor-

tion to his vice and folly, he drops the fceptre too weighty for his

hands ; and the motions of the royal image are ruled by the im-

perceptible thread of fome minifter or favourite, who undertakes for

his private intereft to exercife the tafk of the public oppreilion. In

fome fatal moment, the moil abfolute monarch may dread the rcafon

or the caprice of a nation of flaves ; and experience has proved, that

whatever is gained in the extent, is loft in the fafety and folidity, of

regal powen

Military Whatever titles a defpot may aiTume, whatever claims he may

Greeks, the affert, it is on the fword that he muft ultimately depend to guard

the Franks?
^"''^ agaiuft his foreign and domeftic enemies. From the age

of Charlemagne to that of the Crufades, the world (for I overlook

the remote monarchy of China) was occupied and difputed by the

three great empires or nations of the Greeks, the Saracens, and the

Franks. Their military ftrength may be afcertained by a comparifon

of their courage, their arts and riches, and their obedience to a fu-

preme head, who might call into adion all the energies of the ftate.

The Greeks, far inferior to their rivals in the firft, were fuperior to

the Franks, and at leaft equal to the Saracens, in the fecond and

third of thefe warlike qualifications.

The
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The wealth of the Greeks enabled them to purchafe the fervice of C A P.

the poorer nations, and to manitain a naval power for the protedtion >— »

of their coafts and the annoyance of their enemies ''. A commerce Greeks.

of mutual benefit exchanged the gold of Conftantinople for the

blood of the Sclavonians and Turks, the Bulgarians and Ruffians :

their valour contributed to the vidlories of Nicephorus and Zimifces

;

«nd if an hoftile people preffed too clofely on the frontier, they were

recalled to the defence of their country, and the defire of peace, by

the well-managed attack of a more diftant tribe '°. The command of

the Mediterranean, from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of

Hercules, was always claimed, and often poiTclfed, by the fucceifors

of Conftantine. Their capital was filled with naval ftores and dex-

trous artificers : the fituation of Greece and Afia, the long coafts,

deep gulfs, and numerous iflands, accuftomed their fubjeds to the

exercife of navigation ; and the trade of Venice and Amalfi fupplied

a nurfery of feamen to the Imperial fleet ". Since the time of the

Peloponefian and Punic wars, the fphere of aftion had not been en-

larged ; and the fcience of naval architecture appears to have de-

clined. The art of conftrutling thofe ftupendous machines which

difplayed three, or fix, or ten, ranges of oars, rifing above, or falling

behind, each other, was unknown to the fliip-builders of Conftan-

tinople, as well as to the mechanicians of modern days '\ The Dro-

mones^

*' Ifweliften to the threats of Nicepho- nia: pecunia qua pollemus omnes nationes

rus, to theambaflador of Otho, Nee ell in mari fuper eum ir.vitabimus ; et quafi Keramicum

domino tuo claflium numerus. Navigantium confringemus (Liutprand in Legat. p. 4S7.).

fortitudo mihi foli inert, qui eum claffibus The two books, de adminiftrando Imperio,

aggrediar, bello maritimas ejus civitatcs de- perpetually inculcate the fame policy,

moliar ; et qua: fluminibus funt vicina redi- " The .\L\''' chapter of the Taftics of Leo

gam in favlllam. (Liutprand in Legat. ad (Meurf. Opera, torn. vi. p. 825^84.8.), which

Nicephorum Phocam, in Muratori Scriptores is given more correft from a manufcript of

rerum Italicarum, torn. ii. pars i. p. 481.). Girdius, by the laborious Fabricius (Gibliot.

He obferves in another place, qui ca;tetis Grsc. torn. vi. p. 372

—

379•)> relates to

prxflant Venetici funt et Amalphitani. the Naumachia or naval war.

'"Nee ipfa capiet eum (the emperor '' Even of fifteen and fixteen rows of oars,

Otho) in qua ortus ell pauper et pellicea Saxo- in the navy of Demetrius Poliorcetes. Thefe

Vol. V. 3 S were



498 THE DECLINE AND TALL

C . jnones ", or lisrht "-allies of the Byzantine empire, were content with
LIII.

' t> J <

\_ —^- _/ two tire of oars ; each tire was compofed of five and twenty benches;

and two rowers were feated on each bench, who plyed their oars on

either lide of the veiTel. To thefe we muft add the captain or cen-

turion, who, in time of a^ion, ftood eredl with his armour-bearer

on the poop, two fteerfmen at the helm, and two officers at the

prow, the one to manage the anchor, the other to point and play

againfi: the enemy the tube of liquid fire. The whole crew, as in

the infancy of the art, performed the double fervice of mariners and

foldiers ; they were provided with defenfive and oiFenfive arms, with

bows and arrows, which they ufed from the upper deck, with long

pikes, which they puihed through the port holes of the lower tire.

Sometimes indeed the ihips of war were of a larger and more folid

conilrud.ion ; and the labours of combat and navigation were more

regularly divided between feventy foldiers and two hundred and

thirty mariners. But for the moft part they were of the light and

manageable fize ; and as the cape of Malea in Peloponefus was ftill

clothed with its ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported

five miles over land acrofs the Ifthmus of Corinth ''*. The principles

of maritime tactics had not undergone any change fince the time of

Thucydides : a fquadron of gallies ftill advanced in a crefcent,

charged to the front, and ftrove to impel their iharp beaks againft

the feeble fides of their antagonifts. A machine for carting ftones

and darts was built of ftrong timbers in the midft of the deck ; and

were for real ufe: the forty rows of Ptolemy to the cladic appellation of Triremes. The

Philadelphus were applied to a floating pa- Byzantine hillorians are fometimes guilty of

lace, whofe tonnage, according to Dr. Ar- the fame inaccuracy.

buthnot (Tables of ancient Coins, &c. p. 231 '* Conftantin. Porphyrogen. in Vit. Bafil.

—236.), is compared as 4I to one, with an c. Ixi. p. 185. He calmly praifes the llrata-

Englifh 100 gun (hip. gem as a ()» ;»£7)» xai o-o^»;»; but the fail-

'^ The Dromones of Leo, &c. are fo clear- ing round Peloponefus is defcribed by his

Jy defcribed with two tire of oars, that I mull terrified fancy as a circumnavigation of a

cenfure the vcrfioncf Meurfius and Fabricius, thoufand miles,

who pervert the fenfe by a blind attachment

the
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the operation of boarding was effeded by a crane that hoiiled baikets CHAP,
of armed men. The language of fignals, lo clear and copious in »

_
_

the naval grammar of the moderns, was Imperfe£lly exprelFcd by

the various pofitions and colours of a commanding flag. In the

darknefs of the night the fame orders to chace, to attack, to halt,

to retreat, to break, to form, were conveyed by the lights of the

leading galley. By land, the fire fignals were repeated from one

mountain to another ; a chain of eight ftations commanded a fpacc

of five hundred miles ; and Conftantinople in a few hours was ap-

prized of the hoftile motions of the Saracens of Tarfus ''. Some

eftimate may be formed of the power of the Greek emperors, by the

curious and minute detail of the armament which was prepared for

the redu£tion of Crete. A fleet of one hundred and twelve gallies,

and feventy-five veflels of the Pamphylian fl:yle, was equipped in

the capital, the iflands of the .^ga^an fea, and the fea-ports of Afia,

Macedonia, and Greece. It carried thirty-four thoufand mariners,

feven thoufand three hundred and forty foldiers, feven hundred Ruf-

fians, and five thoufand and eighty-feven Mardaites, whofe fathers

had been tranfplanted from the mountains of Libanus. Their pay,

moft probably of a month, was computed at thirty-four centenaries

of gold, about one hundred and thirty-fix thoufand pounds flier-

ling. Our fancy is bewildered by the endlefs recapitulation of arms

and engines, of clothes and linen, of bread for the men and forage

for the horfes, and of fl;ores and utenfils of every defcription, in-

adequate to the conquefl: of a petty ifland, but amply fufiicient for

the efl;ablifliment of a flourifliing colony '^

The
" Tlie continuator of Theophanes (1. iv. Miierable amplification, which, by Aiying

122, I2s) niinies the fucccflive ftations, too much, fays nothing. How much more

the caftle of Lulum near Tarfus, mount Ar- forcible and inftruclive would have been the

g.xus, Ifamus, .<£1?, the hill of Mamas, definition of thiee, or fix, or twelve hours.

Cyrifus, Mocilus, the hill of Auxentius, the '* See the Ceremonialeof Conftantine Por-

fun-dial of the Ph.irus of the great palace, phyrogenitus, 1. ii. c. 44. p. i"ii— 192• A
He afiirms, that the news were tranfmitted critical reader will difcern fome inconfillencics

i» a«a-ii in an indivifible moment of time, in different parts of this account; but they

3 S 2 arc
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The Invention of the Greek fire did not, like that of gunpowder,

produce a total revolution in the art of war. To thefe liquid com-

buftibles, the city and empire of Conftantine owed their deliverance
;

and they were employed in fieges and fea-fights with terrible eifeit.

But they were either lefs improved, or lefs fufceptible of improve-

ment : the engines of antiquity, the catapulta;, baliftx, and batter-

ing-rams, were ftill of moft frequent and powerful ufe in the attack

and defence of fortifications ; nor was the decifion of battles reduced to

the quick and heavy^;r of a line of infantry, whom it were fruitlefs

to prote£l with armour againft a fimilar fire of their enemies. Steel

and iron were ftill the common inftruments of deftru<£lion and fafety;

and the helmets, cuiraiTes, and fhields, of the tenth century did not,

either in form or fubftance, eflentlally differ from thofe which had

covered the companions of Alexander or Achilles ". But inftead of

accuftoming the modern Greeks, like the legionaries of old, to the

conftant and eafy ufe of this falutary weight ; their armour was

laid afide in light chariots, which followed the march, till, on the

approach of an enemy, they refumed with hafte and reludance the

unufual incumbrance. Their cffenfive weapons confifted of fwords,

battle-axes, and fpears ; but the Macedonian pike was fhortened a

fourth of its length, and reduced to the more convenient meafure of

twelve cubits or feet. The fliarpnefs of the Scythian and Arabian

arrows had been feverely felt ; and the emperors lament the decay

of archery as a caufe of the public misfortunes, and recommend, as

an advice, and a command, that the military youth, till the age of

forty, fhould affiduoufly praftife the exercife of the bow '\ The

bands,

afe not more obfciire or more lliibborn than ters, -, , and irsfi,
the eftabliihmcnt and efFeitives, the prefent in the Taftics of Leo, with the corrifpond-

and fit for duty, the rank and file and the ing paflages in thofe of Conftantine.

private, of a modern return, which retain in '^ They obferve , |'5
proper hands the knowledge of thefe pro- «fiEXuSiiytn . . . . s» ^^*»"'? >. ivt nuQi

fitable myfieries. (, yniaBut (Leo, Taflic, p. 581. Con-

" See the fifth, fjxth, and feventh chap- llantin. p. i2iC.). Yet fiich were not the

maxims
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bands^ or regiments, were ufually three hundred ilrong ; and, as a C A P.

medium between the extremes of four and fixteen, the foot foldiers »_ ^- _^

of- Leo and Conftantine were formed eight, deep; but the cavahy

charged in four ranks from the reafonable confideration, that the

weight of the front could not be encreafed by any prefigure of the hind-

moil: horfes. If the ranks of the infantry or caA'alry were fometimes

doubled, this cautious array betrayed a fccret diftruft of the courage

of the troops, whofe numbers might fwell the appearance of the

line, but of whom only a chofen band would dare to encounter the

fpears and fvvords of the Barbarians. The order of battle muft

have varied according to the ground, the objeft, and the adverfary

;

but their ordinary difpofition, in two lines and a referve, prefented

a fucceiHon of hopes and refources moft agreeable to the temper

as well as the judgment of the Greeks ". In cafe of a repulfe, the

firft line fell back into the intervals of the fecond ; and the referve,

breaking in*^o two divifions, wheeled round the flanks to improve

the vitftory or cover the retreat. Whatever authority could enadl

was accompliflied, at leaft in theory, by the camps and marches,

the exercil'es and evolutions, the edifts and books, of the Byzantine

monarch '°. Whatever art could produce from the forge, the

loom, or the laboratory, was abundantly fupplied by the riches of

the prince, and the induftry of his numerous workmen. But nei-

ther authority nor art could frame the moft important machine, the

foldier himfelf; and if the ceremonies of Conftantine always ftippofc

the fafe and triumphal return of the emperor ", his taluks feldoni

maxims of the Greeks and R.cmins, who aii.'.>i<.y, ^, xyvfiiiaix, l-:%\a, &c. nor

cefpifed the loofe and dillant praftice of does it appear that the fame cenfures were

archery. Icfs deferved in the next generation by the

" Compare the paiTages of the Taiiics, difciples of Conftantine.

p. 669, and 721, and the xi."" with the xviii''' " Seein iheCeremonial (l.ii. c.19. •55,)
chapter. the form of the emperor's trampling on tlis

*'
iri the preface to his Tadics, Leo very necksof the captive Saracens, while the fingers

freely deplores the lofs of difcipiine and the chanted, " thuii haft made my enemies my
calamities of the times, and repeats, without " footftool!" and the people flwuted forty

fcruple (proem, p. 537•), the reproaches of times the kyrie eleifon.

7
foar
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P• foar above the means of cfcaping a defeat, and procraftinatlng the

Notwithftanding fome tranfient fuccefs, the Greeks were

funk in their own efteem and that of their neighbours. A cold

hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar defcription of the na-

tion : the author of the ta£lics was befieged in his capital ; and the

lafi: of the Barbarians, trembled at the name of the Saracens,

or Franks, could proudly exhibit the medals of gold and filver which

they had extorted from the feeble fovereign of Conftantinople.

Vhat fpirit their government and charafter denied, might have been

infpired in fome degree by the influence of religion ; but the i-eligion

of the Greeks could only teach them to fuffer and to yield. The

emperor Nicephorus, who reftored for a moment the difcipline and

glory of the Roman name, was defirous of beftowing the honours

of martyrdom on the Chriftians who loll their lives in an holy \var

againft the infidels. But this political law was defeated by the op-

poiition of the patriarch, the bifhops, and the principal fenators
;

and they ftrenuoufly urged the canons of St. Bafil, that all who

were polluted by the bloody trade of a foldier, fhould be feparatcd,

during three years, from the communion of the faithful ^\

«haraaer Thefe fcruplcs of the Greeks have been compared with the tears

of the primitive Moflems when they were held back from battle
j

and this contrail of bafe fuperilition, and high-fpirited cnthufiafm,

unfolds to a philofophic eye the hlftory of the rival nations. The

fubjefls of the laft caliphs ^"^ had undoubtedly degenerated from the

zeal and faith of the companions of the prophet. Yet their martial

*^ Leo obfcrves (Tailic. p. 668.), that a natcly apply the epithet of j-iuzii? to the op-

fair open battle sgainft any nation vvhatfo- pofition i/f the patriarch.

ever, is ;7!^cr^-y>.ic and ; the words are ^+ The xvii,''' chapter of the taftics of the

llrong, and the remark is true; yet if fiich had different nations, is the moft hillorical and

been the opinion of the oM Romans, Leo ufeful of the u hole Colleftion of Leo. The
had never reigned on the ihores of the I'hra- manners and arms of the Saracens (Taiilic,

cian Bofphorus. p. 809— 817. and a fragment from the Medi-
'^ Zonaras (torn. ii. I. xvi. p. 202, 203.) cean MS. in the preface of the vi'•' volume

and Cedrenus (Compend. p. 663.), whore- of Meurfius), the Roman emperor was too

late the dcfign of Nicephorus, mull unfortu- frequently called upon to iludy.

2 creed

and tafticsof

the Saracens.
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creed ftill reprefented the deity as the author of war ''
: the vital ^ l\

Llil.

though latent ipark of fanaticifm ftill glowed in the heart of their ' ^^—'.

religion, and among the Saracens who dwelt on the Chriftian bor-

ders, it was frequently rekindled to a lively and adive flame. Their

regular force was formed of the valiant flaves who had been edu-

cated to guard the perfon and accompany the ftandard of their lord
j

but the Mufulman people of Syria and Cilicia, of Africa and Spain,

was awakened by the trumpet which proclaimed an holy war againft

the infidels. The rich were ambitious of death or viilory in the

caufe of God ; the poor were allured by the hopes of plunder, and

the old, the infirm, and the women, aflumed their fhare of merito-

rious fervice by fending their fubftitutes, with arms and horfes, into

the field. Thefe offenfive and defenfive arms were fimilar in

ftrength and temper to thofe of the Romans, whom they far excelled

in the management of the horfe and the bow ; the maify filver of

their belts, their bridles, and their fwords, difplayed the magnificence

of a profperous nation, and except fome black archers of the fouth,

the Arabs difdained the naked bravery of their anceftors. Inftead of

waggons, they were attended by a long train of camels, mules, and

afles ; the multitude of thefe animals, whom they bedecked with flags

and ftreaniers, appeared to fwell the pomp and magnitude of their

hoft ; and the horfes of the enemy were often dlfordered by the un-

couth figure and odious fmell of the camels of the Eaft. Invincible

by their patience of thirft and heat, their fpirits were frozen by a

winter's cold, and the confcioufnefs of their propenfity to fleep ex-

ailed the moft rigorous precautions againft the furprifes of the night.

Their order of battle was a long fquare of two deep and folid lines
;

the firft of archers, the fecond of cavalry. In their engagements by

fea and land, they fuftained with patient firmnefs the fury of the

'' ; xatxs if>a » ', .\'. , TS,- 7£/»«; Ce^otTa. Leon.

attack.
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CHAP, attack, and feldotn advanced to the charge till they could difcern
LIII. . ,

i_,-^^—J and opprefs the laffitude of their foes. But if they were repulfed

and broken, they knew not how to rally or renew the combat ; and

their difmay was heightened by the fuperftitious prejudice, that God

had declared himfelf on the fide of their enemies. The decline and

fall of the caliphs countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor were there

wanting, among the Mahometans and Chriftians, fome obfcure pro-

phecies*'' which prognofticated their alternate defeats. The unity

of the Arabian empire was diiTolved, but the independent fragments

were equal to populous and powerful kingdoms ; and in their naval

and military armaments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis might com-

mand no defpicable fund of fkill and induftry and treafure. ' In

their tranfadlions of peace and war with the Saracens, the princes

of Conftantinople too often felt that thefe Barbarians had nothing

barbarous in their difcipline ; and that if they were deftitute of ori-

ginal genius, they had been endowed with a quick fpirit of curiofity

and imitation. The model was indeed more perfecSt than the copy

:

their ihips, and engines, and fortifications, were of a lefs ikilful

conPcrudion ; and they confefs, without fliame, that the fame God

who has given a tongue to the Arabians, had more nicely faihioned

the hands of the Chinefe, and the heads of the Greeks''.

The Franks A name of fome German tribes between the Rhine and the Wefer

had fpread its vi£lorious influence ovel• the greateft part of Gaul,

Germany, and Italy j and the common appellation of Franks*'

was

'^* Liutprand (p. 484, 485.) relates and by Abulpliaragius (Dynail. p. 2. 62. loi.),

interprets the oracles of the Greeks and Sa- but I cannot rccollcil the paffage in which it

racens, in which, after the faihion of pro- is conveyed by this lively apothegm,

phecy, the pail is clear and hiftorical, the ^^ Ex Francis, quo nomine tarn Latinos

future is dark, a;nigmatical, and erroneous, quam Teutones ccmnrehendit, ludum habait

From this boundary of light and ihade, an (Liutprand. in Legat. ad Imp. Nicephorum,

impartial critic may commonly determine the p. 483, 484.)• This extenfion of the name

date of the compofition. may be confirmed from Conftantine (de ad-

" The fenfe of this diilindlion is exprefled miniilrando Imperio, I. ii. c. 27, 28.) and

Eutychius

or Latins.
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was applied by the Greeks and Arabians to the Chriftlans of the ^ ^^ ^ ^'

Latin church, the nations of the Weft, who ftretched beyond -ir » -V-' ./

knowledge to the ihores of the Atlantic Ocean. The vaft body had

been infpired and united by the foul of Charlemagne ; but the divi-

fion and degeneracy of his race foon annihilated the Imperial power,

Avhich would have rivalled the Ca^fars of Byzantium, and revenged

the indignities of the Chriilian name. The enemies no longer fear-

ed, nor could the fubjeds any longer truft, the application of a

,
public revenue, the labours of trade and manufadlures in the mili-

tary fervice, the mutual aid of provinces and armies, and the naval

fquadrons which were regularly ftationed from the mouth of the

Elbe to that of the Tyber. In the beginning of the tenth centurj-,

the family of Charlemagne had almofl difappeared ; his monarchy

was broken into many hoilile and independent ftates ; the regal title

was aifumed by the moil ambitious chiefs ; their revolt was imitated

in a long fubordination of anarchy and difcord, and the nobles of

every province difobeyed their fovereign, oppreiTed their vaiTals, and

exercifed perpetual hoftilities againft their equals and neighbours.

Their private wars, which overturned the fabric of government, fo-

mented the martial fpirit of the nation. In the fyftem of modera

Europe, the power of the fword is pofleiTed, at lead in fad, by five

or fix mighty potentates ; their operations are conduced on a diftant

frontier, by an order of men who devote their lives to the ftudy and

pradice of the military art : the reft of the country and community

enjoys in the midft of war the tranquillity of peace, and is only

made fenfible of the change by the aggravation or decreafe of the

public taxes. In the diforders of the tenth and eleventh centuries,

every peafant was a foldier, and every village a fortification ; each

wood or valley was a fcene of murder and rapine ; and the lords of

each caftle were compelled to affume the charader of princes and

Eutychius(Annal.tom.i. p.55, 56.)> who both Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 69.) and Abulfeda

iived before the crufades. The tellimonies of" (Pracfat. ad Geograph.) are more recent.

Vol. V. 3 warriors.
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CHAP, w^arriors. To their own courage and policy, they boldly trufted for

c—V—~/ the fafety of their family, the protecLion of their lands, and the re-

venge of their injuries ; and, like the conquerors of a larger fize,

they were too apt to tranfgrefs the privilege of defenfive war. The

powers of the mind and body were hardened by the prefence of

danger and neceflity of refolution : the fame fplrit refufed to defert

a friend and to forgive an enemy ; and, inftead of fleeping under

the guardian care of the magiftrate, they proudly difdained the au-

thority of the laws. In the days of feudal anarchy, the inftruments

of agriculture and art were converted into the weapons of blood-

Ihed : the peaceful occupations of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety were

abolifhed or corrupted ; and the bifliop who exchanged his mitre for

an helmet, was more forcibly urged by the manners of the times

than by the obligation of his tenure ^'.

Their cha- The love of freedom and of arms was felt, with confcious pride^

taaics. by the Franks themfelves, and is obferved by the Greeks with fome

degree of amazement and terror. " The Franks," fays the emperor

Conflantine, " are bold and valiant to the verge of temerity j and

" their dauntlefs fpirit is fupported by the contempt of danger and
" death. In the field and in clofe onfet, they prefs to the front,

" and ruih headlong againft the enemy, without deigning to cora-

*' pute either his numbers or their own. Their ranks are formed

" by the firm connections of confanguinity and frlendihip ; and

" their martial deeds are prompted by the defire of faving or re-

" venging their deareft companions. In their eyes, a retreat is a

" ihameful flight j and flight is indelible infamy *'." A nation en-

dowed

*' On this fubjeft of eccleiiailical and be- by the example or filence of faints and doc-

neficiarydifcipline, fatherThomaffin (tom.iii. tors .... You jutlify your cowardice by the

1. i. c. 40. 45, 46, 47.) may be ufefully con- holy canons, fays Ratherius of Verona; the

fulted. A general law of Charlemagne ex- canons likewife forbid you to whore, and

empted the biihops from perfonal fervice, bat yet

the oppofite pradice, which prevailed from '° In the xviii''' chapter of his Tadlics,

the ix''' to the .xv"' century, is countenanced the emperor Leo has fairly Hated the military

vices
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dowecl with fuch high and intrepid Tpirlt, muft have been fecure of <^ ^^ I'•

•vidlory, if thele advantages had not been counterbalanced by many r

^veighty defeds. The decay of their naval powei", left the Greeks

and Saracens in pofleflion of the fea, for every purpofe of annoy-

ance and fupply. In the age which preceded the inftitution of

knighthood, the Franks were rude and unikilful in the fervice of

cavalry "
; and, in all perilous emergencies, their warriors were fo

confcious of their ignorance, that they chofe to difmount from their

horfes and fight on foot. Unpradlifed in the ufe of pikes, or of

miffile weapons, they were encumbered by the length of their fword?

the weight of their armour, the magnitude of their ihields, and, if

I may repeat the fatire of the meagre Greeks, by their unwieldy in-

temperance. Their independent fpirit difdained the yoke of fubor-

dination, and abandoned the ilandard of their chief, if he attempted

to keep the field beyond the term of their ftipulatiou or fervice. On
all fides they were open to the fnares of an enemy, lefs brave, but

more artful, than themfelves. They might be bribed, for the Bar-

barians were venal ; or furprifed in the night, for they negledled the

precautions of a clofe encampment or vigilant centinels. The fa-

tigues of a fummer's campaign exhaufted their ftrength and pa-

tience, and they funk in defpair if their voracious appetite was dif-

appointed of a plentiful fupply of wine and of food. This general

charader of the Franks was marked with fome national and local

ihades, which I iliould afcribe to accident, rather than to climate»

but which were vifible both to natives and to foreigners. An am-

vices and virtues of the Franks (whom Meur- funt infcii : fcutorum magnitado, loricarum

fius ridiculouily tranflates by Ga///V. and the gravitudo, enfium longitudo, galearumque

Lombards, or Langobards. See likewife the pondus neutra parte pugnare eos finit ; ac

xxvl"' DiiTertation of Muratori de Anuquita- fubridens, impedit, inquir, et eos gaftri-

iibus Italix medii ^Evi. margia hoc ell veneris ingluvies, &c. Liut-

*' Domini tui milites (fays the proud Ni- prand. in Legat. p. 480, 4S1.

<ephorus) equitandi ignari pedeftris pugns

3 2 balTador



5o8 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, baflador of the great Otho declared, in the palace of Conftantlnople,

*——

V

' that the Saxons could difpute with fvvords better than with pens;. and

that they preferred inevitable death to the diflionour of turning

their backs to an enemy"''. It was the glory of the nobles of

France, that, in their humble dwellings, war and rapine were the

only pleafure, the fole occupation, of their lives. They affeded to-

deride the palaces, the banquets, the poliflied manners, of the Ita-

lians, who, in the eftimate of the Greeks themfelves, had degene-

rated from the liberty and valour of the ancient Lombards ".

Oblivion of By the well-known edift of Caracalla, his fubjeds, from Britain

language. to Egypt, were entitled to the name and privileges of Romans,, and

their national fovereign might fix his occafional or permanent re^

fidence in any province of their common country. In the divlfion

of the Eaft and. Weft,, an ideal unity was fcrupuloufly preferv^ed,

and in their titles, laws, and ftatutes, the fucceffors of Arcadius and

Honorius announced themfelves as the infeparable colleagues of the

fame office, as the joint fovereigns of the Roman world and city,

which were bounded by the fame limits. After the fall of flie

Weftern monarchy, the majefty of the purple refided folely in the

princes of Conftantiaople ; and of thefe, Juftinian was the firft, who

after a divorce of fixty years regained the dominion of ancient

Rome, and afferted, by the right of conquert, the auguft title of em-

^^ In Saxonia certe fcio . . . . cccentius en- Quid inertia bello

fibns pugnare quam calamis et prins mortem Peflora (Ubertus ait) Juris pra;tenditisarni:«

obire fjiiam hoftibus terga dare (Liutpra.id, Itali.? Potius vebis facra pocula cordi;

p. 4'd2.). Sn-pius et llomachum nitidib laxare faginis

°' Ofa^ioi Tom.» Kyi Aiyi!ziifhi '^ iXiviipci; Elatafque domos rutilafu)cire mctallo,

-!,'i •?« r.amnai, ' ii
f4£»^ Non eadem Gallos fimiiis vel Cura reiTiOrdet;

td; >;{ «(TiTDs »-'. Leonis Yicinas quibus eft ftudium devincere terras

Tailic.i, c. i8. p. 805. The emperor Leo DeprelTumque larem fpoliishincindecoailis

died A. D. 91J: an hiftorical poem, whicli Suftentare.

ends in 916, and appears to have been com- (Anonym. Carmen Panegyricum deLaudibus

pofed in 940, by a native of Venetia, difcri- Eerengarii Augufti, 1. ii. in Muratori Script.

minates in thefe verfes the manners of Italy Rerunvltalic. torn. ii. pars i. p. 393-)
and Prance:

pcror
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iSeror of the Romans '*. A motive of vanity or difcontent follcited C a P.

one of his fucceifors, Conftans the fecond, to abandon the Thracian .- _

Bofphorus, and to reftore the priftine honours of the Tyber : an ex-

travagant projed: (exclaims the malicious Byzantine), as if he had

defpoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin, to enrich, or rather to

expofe, the deformity of a w^rinkled and decrepit matron ''\ But

the fword of the Lombards oppofed his fettlement in Italy : he en-

tered Rome, not as a conqueroi-, but as a fugitive, and after a vifit

of twelve days, he pillaged, and for ever deferted, the ancient capital

of the world °\ The final revolt and feparation of Italy was accom-

pliihed about two centuries after the conquefts of Juftinian, and

from his reign we may date the gradual oblivion of the Latin

tongue. That legiflator had compoied his Inftitutes, his Code, and

his Pandeds, in a language which he celebrates as the proper and

public ftyle of the Roman government, the confecrated idiom of

the palace and fenate of Conftantinople, of the camps and tribunals

of the Eaft ". But this foreign dialed was unknown to the people

and foldiers of the Afiatic provinces, it vv'as imperfedly underftood

by the greater part of the interpreters of the laws and the minifters

of the ftate. After a ihort conflict, nature and habit prevailed over

the obfolete inftitutions of human power : for the general benefit of

his fubjeds, Juftinian promulgated his novels in the two languages ;

.

the feveral parts of his \Oluminous jurifprudence were fuccefilvely

'•• Juftinian, fays the ' hiitorian Agathias Cedrenus, and the Hiftoria Mifcella. voluit

-

(1. V. p. 57•)> ^f""? Puptzti-j cti'ToKfz.Tup in urbem Romam Imperium transferre (l.xix. •

(,,-. Jtci •7(. Yet the fpecific title of p. 157. in torn. i. pars i. of the Scriptores

emperor of the Romans was not ufed at Con- Rer. Ital. of Muratori).

llantincple, till it had been claimed by the »" Paul. Diacon. 1. v. c. ii. p, 480. Ana-
French and German emperors of old Rome. ftafius in Vitis Pontificum, in Muratori's Col*

*' Conftantine Manafles reprobates this ledlion, tom. iii. parsi. p. 141.

defign in his barbarous verfe: s' Confult the preface of Ducange (ad

T>5> -» Tii»» ..-,, ;'> Glofl'. GrxQ. medii \), and the novtii of•

Tr» afXii'^^ ,,.7£ Pi..fcrj Julliaian (vii. Ixvi.). The Greek language

iiTi; a^for >^ir<'' asroaoc-y-io-ci vvj^pr,:, was xona:, the Latin was B-aTfis; to himfelf.

yfx-jt rfixoci-m ; xofm ufxia-i:. (, to the ^^i -',/-, the fyftem

and it is confirmed by Theophanes, Zonaras, of government.

10 tranflated;:
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CHAP, tranflated *'
: the original was forgotten, the verfion was iludied,

u—V——» and the Greek, vvhofe intrinfic merit deferved indeed the pre-

ference, obtained a legal as well as popular eftablifliment in the By-

zantine monarchy. The biith and refidence of fucceeding princes

.eftranged them from the Roman idiom : Tiberius by the Arabs ",

and Maurice by the Italians '"", are diftinguifned as the fii-ft of the

Greek Ca:;fars, as the founders of a new dynafty and empire : the

filent revolution was accompliihed before the death of Heraclius
;

and the ruins of the Latin fpeech were darkly preferred in the terms

of jurifprudence and the acclamations of the palace. After the re-

ftoration of the AVeftern empire by Charlemagne and the Othos,

the names of Franks and Latins acquired an equal fignification and

extent ; and thefe haughty Barbarians aiferted, with fome juftice,

^their fuperior claim to the language and dominion of Rome. They

infulted the aliens of the Eaft who had renounced the drefs and

idiom of Romans ; and their reafonable praftice will juftify the fre-

The Greek qucut appellation of Greeks '°'. But this contemptuous appellation

their fubjects was indignantly rejeded by the prince and people to whom it is ap-

^^ Oi, f/.SK Kcu AxTiyiKr,; ipfxji; ei,-(«* ra.vTr,v ^wiu-^ivac-
Tii-^i^i (Matih. Blaftares, Hill. Juris, apud

Fabric. Bibliot. Grajc. torn. xii. p. 369.).

The Code ajid Pandedls (the latter by Tha-

lelsus) were tranflated in the time of Jufti-

nian (p. 358. 366.). Theophilus, one of

the original triumvirs, has left an elegant,

though uiffufe, paraphrafe of the Inllitutes.

On the other hand, Julian, anteceflbr of Con-

ftantinople (A.D. 570), cxx. Novellas Gri-cas

eleganti Latinitate donavit (Heineccius,

Hill. J. R. p. 396.) for the ufe of Italy and

Africa.

5" Abulpharagius adigns the vii''' Dynaily

to the Franks or Romans, the viii'•" to the

Greeks, the ix'•" to the -Arabs. A tempore

Augulli C.ifaris donee imperarec Tiberius

Caefar fpatio circicer annorum 600 fueruntlm-

peratores C. P. Patrkii, et prscipua pars

exercitus Romanic extra quod, ccnfiliarii,

fcriba: et popukis, omnes Grsci fuerunt:

deinde regnum etiam Grscanicum failum ell

(p. 96. verf. Pocock). The Chriftian and
ecclefiartical ftudies of Abulpharagius gave

him fome advantage over the more ignorant

McJJems.

'°° Primus ex Gra;corum genere in Imperio

confirmatuseil; or, according to another MS.
of Paulus Diaconus (1. iii. c. 15. 44.3.), iti

Grxcorum Imperio.
'"' Quia linguam, mores, vellefque mu-

taftis, putav'it Sandlillimus Papa (an auda-

cious irony), ita vos (vobis) difplicere Ro-

manorum nomen. His nuncios, rogabant

Nicephorum Imperatorem Grxcorum, ut cum

Othone Imperatore Romanorum amicitiam

faceret (Liutprand inXegatione, p. 486.).

plied.
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plied. Whatfoever changes had been introduced by the lapfc of ages, CHAP.
they alleged a lineal and unbroken lucceffion from Auguftus and » .j— »

Conftantine ; and, in the loweft period of degeneracy and decay, the fen'thename

name of Romans adhered to the laft fragments of the empire of
°'"^°'"^•"5•

Conflantinople '°\

While the government of the Eaft was tranfa£ted in Latin, the Period of

Greek was the language of literature and philofophy ; nor could the

mafters of this rich and perfed: idiom be tempted to envy the bor-

rowed learning and imitative tafte of their Roman difciples. After

the fall of Paganifm, the lofs of Syria and Egypt, and the ex-

tinftion of the fchools of Alexandria and Athens, the ftudies of the

Greeks infenfibly retired to fome regular monafteries, and above

all to the royal college of Conflantinople, which was burnt in the

reign of Leo the Ifaurian '°'. In the pompous ftyle of the age, the

prefident of that foundation was named the Sun of Science : his

twelve affociates, the profeflbrs in the different arts and faculties,

were the twelve figns of the zodiac ; a library of thirty-fix thouiand

live hundred volumes was open to their enquiries ; and they could

lliew an ancient manufcript of Homer, on a roll of parchment one

hundred and twenty feet in length, the inteilines, as it was fabled,

<oi a prodigious ferpent '°*. But the feventh and eighth centuries

were a period of difcord and darknefs ; the library was burnt, the

'college was aboliflied,, the Iconoclafts are reprefented as the foes of

'"^ By Laonicus Chalcocondyle?, who fur- not of Theophanes, but at leall of Zonara; -

%ived the laft fiege of Conftantinople, the (torn. ii. ). xv. p. 104.), Cedrenus (p. 454.),
account is thus ftated (1, i. p. 3.)• Conftan- Michael Glycas (p. 281.). Conftantine Ma-
tine tranfplanted his Latins of Italy to a naifes (p. 87.). After refuting the abfurd

Greek city of Thrace: they adopted the charge againft the er.iperor, Spanheim (Ilift,

language and manners of the natives, who Imaginum, p. 53—u i.), like a true advo-

were confounded with them under the name cate, proceeds to doubt or deny the reality of
of Romans. The kings of Conftantinople, . the fire, and almcft of the library,

fays the hiftorian, •: -^^^ .^:^^. '°* According to Malchus (apud Zonar.

\'uif/.aiui 0a-i>.n; «2i avToKf.a.tofaf, 1. xiv. p. 5v)» this Homer was burnt in the

»!.» i: 0£,.; ax;T. «iafi-zj alis». time of Bafiiifcus. The MS. might be
'°' See Ducange (C. P. Chriftiana, 1. ii. renewed—But on a ferpent's fcin ? Moil

p. 150, 5•)> ^vho coUeils the teftimonies, ilrarge and incredible

!

17 antiquity;
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CHAP, antiquity ; and a favage ignorance and contempt of letters has dlf-

graced the princes of the Heraclean and Ifaurian dynafties '°'.

In the ninth century, we trace the firfi; dawnings of the reftoration

of fcience'"". After the fanaticifm of the Arabs had fubfided, the

caliphs afpired to conquer the arts, rather than the provinces, of the

empire : their liberal curiofity rekindled the emulation of the Greeks,

bruihed away the dufl from their ancient libraries, and taught them

to know and reward the philofophers, whofe labours had been

hitherto repaid by the pleafure of ftudy and the purfuit of truth.

The Cacfar Bardas, the uncle of Michael the third, was the generous

•proteftor of letters, a title which alone has preferved his memory

and excufed his ambition. A particle of the treafures of his nephew

was fometimes diverted from the indulgence of vice and folly ; a

fchool was opened in the palace of Magnaura ; and the prefence of

Bardas excited the emulation of the mailers and ftudents. At their

head was the philofopher Leo, archbiihop of Theffalonica : his pro-

found fkill in aftronomy and the mathematics was admired by the

ftrangers of the Eaft ; and this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar

credulity, which modeftly fuppofes that all knowledge fuperior to its

own muft be the efFe£l of infplration or magic. At the prefllng en-

treaty of the Cxfar, his friend, the celebrated Photius '"', renounced

the freedom of a fecular and ftudious life, afcended the patriarchal

throne, and was alternately excommunicated and abfolved by the

fynods of the Eaft and Weft. By the confefllon even of prieftly

hatred, no art or fcience, except poetry, was foreign to this univerfal

'"' The ceXoyia of Zonaras, the ayfta. xai the fame name. The phyfics of Leo in MS.

,^ of Cedrenus, are llrong words, perhaps are in the library of Vienna (Fabricius, Bib-

not ill-fuited to thefe reigns. liot. Gric. torn. vi. p. 366. tom.xii. p. 781.).

'°'' Sec Zonaras (1. xvi. p. 160, 161.) and Quiefcant!

Cedrenus (p. 549, 550.)• Like fryar Bacon, '°' The ecdefiaftical and literary charac-

the philofopher Leo has been transformed by ter of Photius, is copioufly difcufled by

ignorance into a conjurer: yet not fo un- Hanckius (de Scriptoribus Byzant. p. 269—
defervedly, if he be the author of the oracles 396.) and Fabricius.

more commonly afcribed to the emperor of

fcholar,
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fcholar, who was deep in thought, indefatigable in reading, and C A P.

eloquent in didion, Whilft he exercifed the office of protofpathaire, ' ^
'

or captain of the guards, Photius was fent ambaflador to the caHph

of Bagdad '"'. The tedious hours of exile, perhaps of confinement,

were beguiled by the hafty compofition of his Library, a living mo-

nument of erudition and critlcifm. Two hundred and fourfcore

writers, hiflorians, orators, philofophers, theologians, are reviewed

without any regular method: he abridges their narrative or docitrine,

appreciates their ftyle and charadler, and judges even the fathers of

tlie church with a difcreet freedom, which often breaks through the

fiiperftition of the times. The emperor Bafil, who lamented the

defeds of his own education, entrufted to the care of Photius his

fon and fucceffor Leo the philofopher ; and the reign of that prince

and of his fon Conftantlne Porphyrogenitus forms one of the moil

profpercus xras of the Byzantine literature. By their munifi-

cence the treafures of antiquity were depofited the Imperial

library ; by their pens, or thoie of their aflbciates, they were im-

parted in fuch extracts and abridgments as might amufe the curlofity,

without oppreffing the indolence, of the public. Befides the BaRUcs^

or code of laws, the arts of hufbandry and war, of feeding or

deflroying the human fpecies, were propagated with equal diligence;

and the hiftory of Greece and Rome was digefted into fifty-three heads

or titles, of which two only (of embaffies, and of virtues and vices)

have efcaped the injuries of time. In e"ery ftation, the reader might

contemplate the image of the pafh world, apply the lefibn or warn-

ing of each page, and learn to admire, perhaps to imitate, the ex-

'^' Ei< Affe-ypiB: Can Only mean Bagdad, the nor prcferved in his memory. Yet the laft,

feat of the caliph ; and the relation of his however incredible, feems to be affirmed by
embaiTy might have been curious and in- Photius himfelf, - ^ ftj^ft, A;<rc^f.

ftruftive. But how did he procure his books? Camufat (Hill. Critique des Journaax, p. S7

A library fo numerous could neiiher be found — 94.) gives a good account of the Myrio-
at Bagdad, nor tranfported with his baggage, biblon.

Vol. V. 3 U amples
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CHAP. ami)les of a brighter period. I ihall not expatiate on the works of

v_ ,

-.-'
._^ the Byzantine Greeks, who, by the a/Tiduous ftudy of the ancients,

have deferved in fome meafure the remembrance and gratitude of

the moderns. The fcholars of the prefent age may ftill enjoy the

benefit of the philofophical common-place book of Stob^us, the

grammatical and hiftoric lexicon of Suidas, the Chiliads of Tzetzes,

which comprife fix hundred narratives in twelve thoufand verfes,

and the commentaries on Homer of Euilathius archbifhop of Thef-

ialonica, who, from his horn of plenty, lias poured the names and

authorities of four hundred writers. From thefe originals, and from

the numerous tribe of fcholiafts and critics '°', fome eilimate may be

formed of the literary wealth of the twelfth century : Conftantino-

ple was enlightened by the genius of Homer and Demofthenes, of

Ariftotle and Plato ; and in the enjoyment or negle£h of our prefent

riches, we muft envy the generation that could ftill perufe the hif-

tory of Theopompus, the orations of Hyperldes, the comedies of

Menander "°, and the odes of Alcrcus and Sappho. The frequent

labour of illuftration attefts not only the exiftence but the popularity

of the Grecian claffics : the general knowledge of the age may be

deduced from the example of two learned females, the emprefs

"' Of thefe modern Greeks, fee the re- Gerard VofTius (de Poetis Gra;cls, c. 6.) and

ipedlive articles in the Bibliotheca Greca of le Clerc (Bililiotheque Choifie, torn. xix.

Fabricius; a laborious work, yet fufceptible p. 285.) mention a commentary of Michael

of a better method and many improvements: Pfellus on twenty-four plays of Menander,

BfEuftathius(tom.i.p. 2S9—292.306— 329.), ftiH extant in MS. at Conftantinople. Yet

of the Pfelli (a diatribe of Leo Allatius, ad fuch claffic fludies feem incompatible wiih

calcem torn, v.), of Conftantine Porphyro- the gravity or dulnefs of a fchooiman, who
genitus (torn. vi. p. 486—509.), of John pored over the categories (de Pfellis, p. 42.):

Stoba^us (torn. viii. 665—728.), of Suidas and Michael has probably been confounded

(torn. ix. p. 620— S27.), John Tzetzes (torn, with Homerus Sellius, who wrote arguments

xii. p. 245—273•)• Mr. Harris, in his Philo- to the comedies of Menander. In the '•"

logical Arrangements, opus fenile, has given century, Suidas quotes fifty plays, but he

a &etch of this Byzantine learning (p. 2S7— often tranfcribes the old fcholiaft of Arifto-

300.). phanes.
"" From obfcure and hearfay evidence,

Eudocia,
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Eudocia, and the princefs Anna Comnena, who cultivated, in the C a p,

purple, the arts of rhetoric and philofophy '". The vulgar dialed:
'•» .

of the city was grofs and barbarous : a more corredt and elaborate

ftyle diftinguiihed the difcourlc, or at leafl: the compofitions, of the

church and palace, which Ibmetimes afFedled to copy the purity of

the Attic models.

In our modern education, the painful though neceflary attain- Decay of

ment of two languages, which are no longer living, may confume nluf.
^" ^^'

the time and damp the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The poets

and orators were long imprifoned in the barbarous dialeds of our

Weftern anceftors, devoid of harmony or grace ; and their genius,

without precept or example, was abandoned to the rude and native

powers of their judgment and fancy. But the Greeks of Conftan-

tinople, after purging away the impurities of their vulgar fpeech^

acquired the free ufe of their ancient language, the moft happy com-

pofition of human art, and a iamillar knowledge of the fublime

mafters who had pleafed or inilruded the firlT: of nations. But thefe

advantages only tend to aggravate the reproach and iliame of a de-

generate people. They held in their lifelefs hands the riches of

their fathers, without inheriting the fpirit which had created and

improved that facred patrimony : they read, they praifed, they com-

piled, but their languid fouls feemed alike incapable of thought and

adtion. In the revolution of ten centuries, not a fingle difcovery

was made to exalt the dignity or promote the happinefs of man-

kind. Not a fmgle idea has been added to the fpeculative fyftems

of antiquity, and a fucceflion of patient difciples became in their

turn the dogmatic teachers of the next fervile generation. Not a

"' Anna Comnena may boaib of her fan t with the artful dialogues of Plato; and

Greek nyle (ts ;.-,,3 i; xxf.i (77:^^'), had Aad'ied il\e nTfux^j:, or juai/n'-vtum of aiho•

and Zonaras, her contemporary, but not her logy, geometry, arithmetic, and mufic (fee

flatterer, may add with truth,, ^^ ei^sp her preface to the Ale.viad, with Ducange's-

exfi^wj ATJixi^as-a». The princefs was conver- notes),

3 U 2. fingle
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CHAP. Angle compofition of hlftory, phllofophy, or litei-ature, lias been

- J _. faved from oblivion by the intrinfic beauties of ftyle or fentimeiit,

of original fancy, or even of fuccefsful imitation. In profc, the leafl;

oiFenfive of the Byzantine writers are abfolved from cenfure by their

naked and unprefuming fimplicity : but the orators, moil eloquent"'"

in their own conceit, are the fartheft removed from the models whom

they affeft to emulate. In every page our tafte and reafon are

wounded by the choice of gigantic and obfolete words, a ftiif and

intricate phrafeology, the difcord of images, the childiili play of falfe

or unleafonable ornament, and the painful attempt to elevate them-

felves, to aftonilli the reader, and to involve a trivial meaning in the

fmoke of obfcurity and exaggeration. Their profe is foaring to the

vicious affeftation of poetry : their poetry is finking below the fiat-

nefs and infipidity of profe. The tragic, epic, and lyric mufes, were

filent and inglorious v. the bards of Conftantinople feldom rofe above

a riddle or epigram, a panegyric or tale ; they forgot even the rules

of profody ; and with the melody of Homer yet founding in their

ears, they confound all meafure of feet and fyllables in the impotent

ftrains which have received the name of poUt'ical or city verfes "\

The minds of the Greeks were bound in the fetters of a bafe and

imperious fuperilition, which extends her dominion round the circle

of profane fcience. Their underftandings were bewildered in me-

taphyfical controverfy : in the belief of vifions and miracles, they

had loft all principles of moral evidence, and their tafte was vitiated

by the homilies of the monks, an abfurd medley of declamation

and fcripture. Even thefe contemptible ftudies were no longer dig-

'" To cenfure ttie Byzantine tnfte, Du- ftitutes, as, from their eafinefs, they are

cange (Prefat. GloiT. Grsec. p. 17.) llrings llyled by Leo Allatios, ufually confii'i of fif-

the authoritiies of Aulus Gellius, Jerom Pe- teen fyllables They are ufed by Conftan-

tronius, George Hamartoliis, Longinus; who line ManaiTes, John Tzetzes, &c. (Ducange,

give at once the precept and the example. Gloff. Latin, torn. iii. p. i. p. 345, 346. edit.

"3 Th^ ler/us foltt.ci, uioit comTnon- Bafil, 1762.)

iiified
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nified by the abufe of fuperior talents : the leaders of the Greek CHAP.
. LIU.

church were humbly content to admire and copy the oracles of an- t _^-' _j.

tiquity, nor did the fchools or pulpit produce any rivals of the fame

of Athanafius and Chryfoftom "^

In all the purfuits of atLive and fpeculative Hfe, the emulation of ^'antofna-.... .
tional emu•

Itates and individuals is the moft pow^erful fpring of the efforts and lation.

improvements of mankind. The cities of ancient Greece were call

in the happy mixture of union and independence, which is repeated

on a larger fcale, hut in a loofer form, by the nations of modern

Europe : the union of language, rehgion, and manners, which ren-

ders them the fpeitators and judges of each others merit '"
: the in-

dependence of government and intereft, which afferts their feparatc

freedom, and excites them to ftrive for pre-eminence in the career of

glory. The fituation of the Romans was lefs favourable
; yet in the

early ages of the republic, which fixed the national charader, a

fimilar emulation was kindled among the ftates of Latlum and Italy
;

and, in the arts and fciences, they afpired to equal or furpafs their

Grecian mailers. The empire of the Csefars undoubtedly checked the

adivity and progrefs of the human mind ; its magnitude might in-

deed allow fome fcope for domeftic competition ; but when it was

gradually reduced, at firft to the Eaft and at laft to Greece and

Conftantinople, the Byzantine fubjedls were degraded to an abjeit

and languid temper, the natural effect of their folitary and infulated

ilate. From the North they were oppreffed by namelefs tribes of

Barbarians, to whom they Tcarcely imparted the appellation of men.

The language and religion of the more poliihed Arabs were an

infurmountable bar to all focial intercourfe. The conquerors of

Europe were their brethren in the Chriilian faith ; but the fpeech of

"•i As St. Bernard of tlie Latin, fo St. revered as the laft father of the Greek, church.

John Damafcenus in the viii''' century, is '" Hume's Eflays, vol. i. p. 125.

8 the
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^
?ir^

^' ^^^^ Franks or Latins was unknown, tlieir manners were rude, ana

%. -^- I—» they were rarely connefted, in peace or war, with the fucceflbrs of

Heraclius. Alone in the univerfe, the felf-fatisfied pride of the

Greeks was not difturbed by the comparifon of foreign merit ; and

it is no wonder if they fainted in the race, fmce they had neither

competitors to urge their fpeed, nor judges to crown their victory.

The nations of Europe and Aila were mingled by the expeditions to

the Holy Land ; and it is under the Comnenian dynafty that a faint

emulation of knowledge and military virtue was rekindled in the

Byzantine empire.
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CHAP. LIV.

Orighi aful DoBi^ne of the Paulicia7is.—Their Perfecu-

t'lon by the-Greek Emperors.—Revolt in Armenia^ &'c.

—Tranfplantation into Thrace.—Propagation in the

TVefi.—The Seeds, CharaEier^ ajid Confequences of the

Refo}'mation.

IN the profeffion of Chriftianlty, the variety of national charaders CHAP,
may be clearly diftinguilhed. The natives of Syria and Egypt „ '

abandoned their lives to lazy and contemplative devotion : Rome perfthion of

again afplred to the dominion of the world ; and the wit of the
^hurch^^^''

lively and loquacious Greeks was confumed in the difputes of me-

taphyseal theology. The incomprehenfible myfteries of the Trinity

and Incarnation, inftead of commanding their filent fubmiflion, were

agitated in vehement and fubtle controverfies, which enlarged their

faith at the expence perhaps of their charity and reafon. From the

council of Nice to the end of the feventh century, the peace and

unity of the church was invaded by thefe fpiritual wars ; and fo

deeply did they affedt the decline and fall of the empire, that the

hiftorian has too often been compelled to attend the fynods, to ex-

plore the creeds, and to enumerate the fedls, of this bufy period of

ecclefiailical annals. From the beginning of the eighth century to

the laft ages of the Byzantine empire the found of controverfy was

feldom heard : curiofity was exhaufted, zeal was fatigued ; and, In

the decrees of fix councils, the articles of the Catholic faith had been

irrevocably defined. The fpirit of difpute, however vain and per-

16 nicious.
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nlclous, requires fome energy and exercife of the mental faculties

;

and the proftrate Greeks were content to fail, to pray, and to believe,

in blind obedience to the patriarch and his clergy. During a long

dream of fuperftition, the Virgin and the Saints, their vifions and

miracles, their relics and images, were preached by the monks and

worfhipped by the people ; and the appellation of people might be

extended without injuftice to the firft ranks of civil focicty. At

an unfeafonable moment, the Ifaurian emperors attempted fomewhat

rudely to awaken their fubjeds : under their influence, reafon might

obtain fome profelytes, a far greater number was fvvayed by intereft

or fear ; but the Eaftern world embraced or deplored their vifible

deities, and the refloration of images was celebrated as the feaft of

orthodoxy. In this paifive and unanimous flate the eccleHaftical

rulers were relieved from the toil, or deprived of the pleafure, of

perfecution. The Pagans had difappeared ; the Jews were filent and

obfcure ; the difputes with the Latins were rare and remote hofti-

lities againft a national enemy ; and the feds of Egypt and Syria

enjoyed a free toleration, under the ihadow of the Arabian caliphs.

About the middle of the feventh century, a branch of Manichsans

was feleded as the vidims of fpiritual tyranny : their patience was at

length exafperated to defpair and rebellion ; and their exile has fcat-

tered over the Weft the feeds of reformation. Thefe important

events will juftify fome enquiry into the dodrine and ftory of the

Paulicians '

; and, as they cannot plead for themfelves, our can-

did criticifm will magnify the good, and abate or fufped the evil,

that is reported by their adverfaries.

" The errors and virtues of the Paulicians has not fallen into my hands; the fecond,

are weighed, with his ufual judgment and which Moiheim prefers, I have read in a

candour, by the learned Mo/heim (Hift. Ec- Latin verfion inferted in the Maxima Biblio-

clefiaft. feculum ix. p. 311, &c.). He draws theca Patrum (torn. xvi. p. 75/).— 764.), from

his original intelligence from Photius (contra the edition of the Jefuit Raderuf (Ingolftadii,

Manichasos, 1. i.) and Peter Siculus (Hift. 1604, 104'°).

Manichscorum). The firrt of thefe accountr

The
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The Gnoftics, who had diftraded the infancy, were oppreiTed by <^ A P.

the greatnefs and authority, of the churcli. Inftead of emulating or ^—j
furpalTing the wealth, learning, and numbers, of the Catholics, their Pauf/dans!

^

obfcure remnant was driven from the capitals of the.Eaft and Weft, st'^Pad'^^"*

and confined to the villages and mountains along the borders of the -^-D.ooo,

Euphrates. Some veftige of the Marcionites may be deteded in

the fifth century
'^

; but the numerous feds were finally loft in the

odious name of the Manichseans ; and thefe heretics, who prefumed

to reconcile the dodrines of Zoroafter and Chrift, were purfued by

the two religions with equal and unrelenting hatred. Under the

grandlbn of Heraclius, in the neighbourhood of Samofata, more fa-

mous for the birth of Lucian than for the title of a Syrian kingdom,

a reformer arofe, efteemed by the Paulicians as the chofen meffenger

of truth. In his humble dwelling of Mananalis, Conftantine en-

tertained a deacon, who returned from Syrian captivity, and received

the ineftimable gift of the New Teftament, which was already con-

cealed from the vulgar by the prudence of the Greek, and perhaps

of the Gnoftic, clergy ^ Thefe books became the meafure of his

ftudies and the rule of his faith ; and the Catholics, who difpute his

interpretation, acknowledge that his text was genuine and fincere.

But he attached himfelf with peculiar devotion to the writings and

charader of St. Paul : the name of the Paulicians is derived by their

enemies from fome unknown and domeftic teacher ; but I am con-

fident that they gloried in their affinity to the apoftle of the Gentiles.

His difciples, Titus, Timothy, Sylvanus, Tychichus, were reprefented

by Conftantine and his fellow-labourers : the names of the apoftolic

churches were applied to the congregations which they afiembled

* In the time of Theodoret, thediocefeof bliot. Ecclefiailique, torn. iv. p. 8i, 82.).

Cyrrhus, in Syria, contained eight hundred 3 Nobis profanis iila (facra Evangelia)

villages. Of thefe, two were inhabited by legere non licet fed facerdotlbus duntaxat,

Arians and Eunomians, and eight by Mar- was the firft fcruple of a Catholic when he
tioniies, whom the laborious biihop recon- was advifed to read the Bible (Petr. Sicul.

ciled to the Catholic church (Dupin, Bi- p. 761.).

Vol. V. 3 X in
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C A p. in Armenia and Cappadocia ; and this innocent allegory revived tlie

•^ —.-J example and memory of the firfi: ages. In the gofpel, and the

epiftles of St. Paul, his faithful follower inveftigated the creed of

primitive Chriftianity ; and, whatever might be the fuccefs, a pro-

teftant reader will applaud the fpirit, of the enquiry. But if the

fcriptures of the Paulicians were pure, they were not perfedt. Their

founders rejedted the two epiftles of St. Peter *, the apoftle of the

circumcifion, whofe difpute with their favourite for the obfervance of

the law could not eafily be forgiven '. They agreed with their

Gnoftic brethren in the univerfal contempt for the Old Teftament,

the books of Mofes and the prophets, which have b:en confecrated

by the decrees of the Catholic church. With equal boldnefs, and

doubtlefs with more reafon, Conftantine, the new Sylvanus, dif-

claimed the vifions, which, in fo many bulky and fplendid volumes,

had been publiflied by the Oriental feds " ; the fabulous produdions

of the Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of the Eafi; ;, the fpurious

gofpels, epiftles, and a6ts, which in the firft age had overwhelmed

the orthodox code ; the theology of Manes, and the authors of the

kindred herefies ; and the thirty generations, or sons, which had

been created by the fruitful fancy of Valentine. The Paulicians

fmcerely condemned the memory and opinions of the Mani-

chsean fed, and complained of the injuftice which imprefled that

invidious name on the fimple votaries of St. Paul and of Chrift,

Of

In rejefting the fecond epillle of St. the malice of Porphyry, fuppofes fome error

Peter, tlie Paulicians are juftified by fome oi and paffion in one or both of che apoftles. By

the mod refpeftable of the ancients and mo- Chryfoftom, Jerom, and Erafmus, it is re-

derns (fee Wetflein ad loc. Simon, Hift. prefented as a iham quarrel, a pious fraud.

Critique du Nouveau Teftament, c. 17.). for the benefit of the Gentiles and the cor-

They likewife overlooked the Apocalypfe reftion of the Jews (Middleton's Works, vol. ii.

(Petr. Sicul. p. 756.) ; but as fuch negleft is p. I— 20).

not imputed as a crime, the Greeks of the ' Thofe who are curious o^ this heterodox

ix'*" century muft have been carelefs of the library, may confult the refcirches of Beau-

credit and honour of the Revelations. fobre (Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, tom. i.

5 This contention, which has not efcaped p. 305—437.). Even in Africa, St. Auftin

could
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Of the ecclefiaftical chain, many links had been broken by the CHAP.
Paulician reformers ; and their liberty was enlarged, as they reduced -

'

_/

the number of mafters, at whofe voice profane reafon rnuft bow city'^of"theVr

to myftery and miracle. The early feparation of the Gnoftics had '"^''^'^. ^°^
^ ' ' ' wormip.

preceded the eftablifliment of the Catholic worilaip ; and againfl; the

gradual innovations of difcipline and dodlrine, they were as ftrongly

guarded by habit and averfion, as by the filence of St. Paul and the

evangelifts. The obje£ls which had been transformed by the magic

of fuperftition, appeared to the eyes of the Paulicians in their genuine

and naked colours. An image made without hands, was the com-

mon vorkman^ip of a mortal artift, to whole ikill alone the wood

and canvafs mufl; be indebted for their merit or value. The mira-

culous relics were an heap of bones and aflies, deftitute of life or

virtue, or of any relation, perhaps, with the perfon to whom they

were afcribed. The true and vivifying crofs was a piece of found

or rotten timber ; the body and blood of Chrift, a loaf of bread and

a cup of wine, the gifts of nature and the fymbols of grace. The
mother of God was degraded from her celeftial honours and im-

maculate virginity ; and the faints and angels were no longer foli-

• cited to exercife the laborious oflice, of mediation in heaven, and

miniftry upon earth. In the pradice, or at leafl: in the theory of

the facraments, the Paulicians were inclined to abohih all vifible ob-

jedls of woriliip, and the words of the gofpel were, in their judg-

ment, the baptifm and communion of the faithful. They indulged

a convenient latitude for the interpretation of fcripture ; and as often

as they were prefled by the literal fenfe, they could efcape to the

intricate mazes of figiu'e and allegory. Their utmoft diligence muil

liave been employed to dliTolvc the connedion between the old and

the new teftament ; fmce they adored the latter as the oracles of

couM defcribe the Manichsan books, tarn out pity, Jncendite omnes illas membranas:
tnulii, tam grandes, tam pretiofi codices and his advice has been rigoroufl)• followed,
(contra Fau ft. xiii. j^.)^ but he adds, wiih-

3 >^ 2 God,
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CHAP. God, and abhorred the former, as the fabulous and abfurd inven-

w—v ' tion of men or diemons. We cannot be furprifed, that they ihould

have found in the gofpel, the oithodox myftery of the trinity : but

inflead of confeifing the human nature and fubftantial fufferings of

Ghrlft, they amufed their fancy with a celeftial body that paiTed

through the virgin Hke water through a pipe ; with a phantaftic

crucifixion, that eluded the vain and impotent malice of the Jews.

They hold A creed thus fimple and fpiritual was not adapted to the genius of

ciples of the the times' ; and the rational Chriilian who might have been con-

ManlchLans. tented with the light yoke and eafy burthen of Jefus and his apoftles,

was juftly offended, that the Paulicians fhould dare to violate the

unity of God, the firft article of natural and revealed religion. Their

belief and their truft was in the Father, of Ghrift, of the human foul,

and of the invifible world. But they likewife held the eternity of

matter ; a ftubborn and rebellious fubftance, the origin of a fecond

principle, of an ailive being, who has created this vifible world,

and exercifes his temporal reign till the final confummation of death

and fm'. The appearances of moral and phyfical evil had efta-

bliihed the two principles in the ancient philofophy and religion of

the Eaft ; from whence this dodrine was transfufed to the various

fwarms of the Gnoftics. A thoufand fhades may be deviled in the

nature and characler of Ahrimari^ from a rival god to a fubordinate

dxmon, from paffion and frailty to pure and perfect malevolence

but, in fpite of cur efforts, the goodnefs, and the power, of Ormufd

are placed at the oppofite extremities of the line ; and every ftep

that approaches the one muft recede in equal proportion from the

•ther'.

The

^ The fix capital errors of ^he Paulicians rum aliumque hujus mundi conditorem et

are defined by Peter Siculus (p. 756.) with principem, et alium futuri svi (Petr. Sicul.

much prejudice and paiTion. p. 756.).

' Primum illorum axioma eft, duo rerum * Two learned critics, Beaufobre (Hift.

efle principia ; Deum. malum et Deum bo- Crilique du Manicheifme, 1, i. iy, v, vi.)

ajid
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The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylvanus, foon multiplied the CHAP.
number of his difciples, the fecret recompence or ipiritual ambition. 1

The remnant of the Gnoftic fedls, and efpecially the Manichaeans of biiihment of

Armenia, were united under his ftandard ; many Catholics were L^sin'^Aime.

converted or feduced by his arguments ; and he preached with fuc- ^'*;
P°"^"=•

cefs in the regions of Pontus '° and Cappadocia, which had long fnice

imbibed the religion of Zoroafter. The Paulician teachers were dif-

tinguiilied only by their fcriptural names, by the modeft title of

fellow-pilgrims, by the aufterity of their lives, their zeal or know-

ledge, and the credit of fome extraordinary gifts of the holy fpirlt.

But they were incapable of defiring, or at leaft of obtaining, the

w^ealrh and honours of the Catholic prelacy : fuch anti-chriftian

pride they bitterly cenfured ; and even the rank of elders or prefby-

ters was condemned as an inftltution of the Jewifh fynagogue. The

new fecit was loofely fpread over the provinces of Afia Minor to the

weftward of the Euphrates ; fix of their principal congregations re-

prefented the churches to which St. Paul had addrefled his epiftles
;

and their founder chofe his refidence in the neighbourhood of Co-

Ionia ", in the fame diftriit of Pontus which had been celebrated by

the altars of Bellona" and the miracles of Gregory '\ After a mif-

fion

and Molheim (Inilitut. Hift. Ecclef. and de Geographie Ancienne, torn. ii. p. 34. Tour-

Rebus Chriftianis ante Conftantinum, feci, nefort. Voyage du Levant, torn. iii. lectrexxi.

ii, iii.), have laboured to explore and difcri- p. 293 ).

minate the various fyftcms of the Gnoftics on '- The temple of Bellona at Comana in

the fubjeft of t'le two principles. Pontuf, was a powerfui and wealthy founda-
'° The countries between the Euphrates tion, ana the liigh priell was refpeiled as the

and the Halys, were pofleiTed above 350 years fecond perfon in tlie kingdom. As the fa-

by the Medes (Herodot. 1. i. c. 103.) and cerdotal office had been occupied by his mo-
Perfians ; and the kings of Pontus ^re of ther's family, Strabo (1. xii. p. 809. S35.

the royal race of the Acliai:menides (Saluft. 836, 837.) dwells with peculiar complacency

Fragment. 1. iii. with the French fupple- on the temple, the woriliip, and feftival,

ment and notes ot the prefident de BroiTes). which was twice celebrated every year. But
" Moft probably founded by Fompey after the Bellona of Pontus had the features and

the conqueit of Pontus. This Coionia, on charafler of the goddefs, not of war, but of

the Lycus r.bove Neo Cxfarea, is named love.

the Turks Coulei-hifar, or Chonac, a po- " Gregory, bifhop of Neo-Ca;farea (A. D.
pulous town in a (Irong country (d'Anville, 2;)0—265), furnamed Tiiaumaturgu?, or the-

Wonder-
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^
i^\ f

^' '" ^^ twenty-feven years, Sylvanus, who had retu-ed from the to-

« w ' lerating government of the Arabs, fell a facrifice to Roman perfecu-

Perfjcution tion. The laws of the pious emperors, which feldom touched the
of die Greek ,. ^ , . ,.

, . r •

ciupeiors, livcs of lels odious heretics, profcribed without mercy or difguife the

tenets, the books, and the perfons of the Montanifts and Mani-

chseans : the books were delivered to the fiames; and all who lliould

prefume to fecrete fuch writings, or to profefs fuch opinions, were

devoted to an ignominious death '*. A Greek minifler, armed with

legal and military powers, appeared at Colonia to ftrike the faep-

herd, and to reclaim, if poifible, the loft iheep. By a refinement of

cruelty, Simeon placed the unfortunate Sylvanus before a line of

his difciples, who were commanded, as the price of their pardon and

the proof of their repentance, to mailacre their fpiritual father. They

turned afidc from the impious office ; the ftones dropt from their

filial hands, and of the whole number, only one executioner could

be found, a new David, as he is ftyled by the Catholics, who boldly

overthrew the giant of herefy. This apoftate, Juftus was his name,

again deceived and betrayed his unfufpedting brethren, and a new

conformity to the adls of St. Paul may be found in the converfion of

Simeon : like the apoftle, he embraced the doftiine which he had

been fent to perfecute, renounced his honours and fortunes, and

acquired among the Paulicians the ilime of a miffionary and a martyr.

They v/ere not ambitious of martyrdom'^, but in a calamitous period

cf one hundred and fifty years, their patience fuftained whatev^er

Wonder-worker. An hundred years after- deprehenderetur, hunc eundem mortis poena;

wards, the hiftory or romance of his life addici, ejufque bona in fifcum inferri (Peer,

was compofed by Gregory of Nyfla, his name- Sicul. •759.). What more could bigctry

fake and countryman, the brother of the and perfecution defire r

great St. Bafil. '' It fliould fccm, that the P.Tuliciars al-

'* Hoc cfeteroin ad fua egregia facinor.i, lowed then.felves fonie latitude of equivoca-

divini atque orthodox! Imperatores addide tion and mental refervation : till the Catholics

runt, ut Manich.tos Montanofque capitali difcovered the preiling queftions, which re-

puniri fententia juberent, eorumque lihros, duced them to the alternative of apoflacy or

quociinque in loco inventi eficnt, flammis martydom (i'e;r. Sicul. p. 760.).

tradi; quod fiquis Hipiam eofdem occultaiTe

8 zeal
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zeal could liiflid : and power was infufficient to eradicate the obftl- CHAP.
natc vegetation of fanaticifni and reafon. From the blood and aihes * w—

'

of the firft viclims, a fucceifion of teachers and congregations re-

peatedly arofe : amidft their foreign hoftilities, they found leifure for

domcftlc quarrels : they preached, they difputed, they fuffered ; and

the virtues, the apparent virtues, of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-

three years, are relu£lantly confeffed by the orthodox hiftorians'^.

The native cruelty of Juftinian the fecond was ftimulated by a

pious caufe, and he vainly hoped to extinguifh in a fingle confla-

gration the name and memory of the Paulicians. By their primi-

tive fimplicity, their abhorrence of popular fuperftitlon, the Iconoclaft

princes might have been reconciled to fome erroneous dodtrines ; but

they themfelves were expoled to the calumnies of the monks, and

they chofe to be the tyrants, left they fliould be accufed as the ac-

complices, of the Manichxans. Such a reproach has fullied the

clemency of Nicephorus, who relaxed in their favour the feverity

of the penal ftatutes, nor will his chara£ter fuftain the honour of a

more liberal motive. The feeble Michael the firft, the rigid Leo

the Armenian, were foremoft in the race of perfecution ; but the

prize muft doubtlefs be adjudged to the fanguinary devotion of

Theodora, who reftored the images to the Oriental church. Her

inquifitors explored the cities and mountains of the leiTer Afia, and

the flatterers of the emprcfs have afllrmed that, in a fliort reign, one

hundred thoufand Paulicians were extirpated by the fword, the

gibbet, or the flames. Her guilt or merit has perhaps been ftrecched

beyond the meafure of truth : but if the account be allowed, it muft

be prefumed that many fimple Iconoclafts were punifhed under a more

'* The perfecution is told by Petrus Sicu- two vowels muil have been nearly the fame),

lus (p. 579—763.) with fatisfadion and pica- a great whale that drowned the mariners who

fantry. JuAus Jua perfolvit. Simeon was miftook him for an illand. See likewife

not TIT3,• but (the pronunciation of the Cedrenus (p. 43Z—435•)•

odious
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CHAP, odious name ; and that fome who were driven from the church,
LIV.

. r c r
'

, ' unwiUingly took refuge in the hofom of herefy.

Revolt of the The moft furious and defperate of rebels are the fe£laries of a re-

A.D.
' ligion long perfecuted, and at length provoked. In an holy caufe

'^'~ °" they are no longer fufceptible of fear or remorfe : the juftlce of their

arms hardens them againft the feelings of humanity ; and they re-

venge their fathers wrongs on the children of their tyrants. Such

have been the Huffites of Bohemia and the Calvinifts of France, and

fuch, in the ninth century, were the Paulicians of Armenia and the

adjacent provinces ". They were firft awakened to the maifacre of

a governor and bifhop, who exercifed the Imperial mandate of con-

verting or deftroying the heretics ; and the deepeft recefles of mount

Argaeus protedled their independence and revenge. A more dan-

gerous and confuming flame was kindled by the perfecution of Theo-

dora, and the revolt of Carbeas, a valiant Faulician, who com-

manded the guards of the general of the Eaft. His father had been

impaled by the Catholic inquifitors ; and religion, or at leaft nature,

might juftify his defertion and revenge. Five thoufand of his bre-

thren were united by the fame motives ; they renounced the alle-

giance of anti-chriftian Rome ; a Saracen emir introduced Carbeas to

the caliph ; and the commander of the faithful extended his fceptre

They fortify to the implacable enemy of the Greeks. In the mountains between

Siwas and Trebizond he founded or fortified the city of Tephrice "',

which is ftill occupied by a fierce and licentious people, and the

neighbouring hills were covered with the Faulician fugitives, who
now reconciled the ufe of the Bible and the fword. During more

than thirty years, Afia was afflided by the calamities of foreign and

" Petrus Siculus (p. 763, 764.), the conti- " Otter (\^oyage en Turquie et en Perfe,

nuator of Theophanes (I. iv. c. 4. p. 103, tom.ii.) is probably the only Frank who has

104.), Cedrenus (p. 541, 542. 545.). and vifited the indeperdent Barbarians of Teph-
Zonaras(tom.u, ). xvi. p. 156.), defcribethe rice, now Divrigni, from whom he for-

revolt and exploits of Carbeas and his Pauli- tunately efcaped in the train of a Turkilli

cians. officer.

6 domcilic
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domeRIc war : in their hoftile inroads the difciples of St. Paul were C A P,

. LIV.
joined with thofe of Mahomet ; and the peaceful Chriftians, the aged » -.- _f

parent and tender virgin, who were delivered into barbarous fervi-

tude, might juftly accufe the intolerant fpirit of their fovereign. So

urgent was the mifchief, fo intolerable the fliame, that even the dif-

folute Michael, the fon of Theodora, was compelled to march in

perfon againft the Paulicians : he was defeated under the walls of

Samoliita ; and the Roman emperor fled before the heretics whom
his mother had condemned to the flames. The Saracens fought

under the fame banners, but the vidory was afcribed to Carbeas
;

and the captive generals, with more than an hundred tribunes, were

either releafed by his avarice, or tortured by his fanaticifm. The va-

lour and ambition of Chryfocheir '", his fucceflbr, embraced a wider

circle of rapine and revenge. In alliance with his faithful Moflems,

he boldly penetrated into the heart of Afia ; the troops of the fron-

tier and the palace were repeatedly overthrown ; the edids of per- and pillage

fecutlon were anfwered by the pillage of Nice and Nicomedia, of

Ancyra and Ephefus ; nor could the apoftle St. John protedt from

violation his city and fepulchre. The cathedral of Ephefus was

turned into a ftable for mules and horfes j and the Paulicians \^ied

with the Saracens in their contempt and abhorrence of images and

relics. It is not unpleafing to obferve the triumph of rebellion over

the fame defpotifm v/hich has difdained the prayers of an injured

people. The emperor Bafil, the Macedonian, was reduced to fue for

peace, to ofier a ranfom for the captives, and to requeil:, in the lan-

guage of moderation and charity, that Chryfocheir vrould fpare his

fellow-chriftlans, and content himfelf with a royal donative of gold

and filvcr and filk garments. " If the emperor," replied the in-

'' In the hiHory of Chryfocheir, Genefii:,; —43. p. 166 — 171.) has difplayed the glory

(Chron. p. 67—70. edit. VeneC.) has ex- of his grandfather. Cedrenus (p. 570—573.)

pofed the nakednefs of the empire. Con- is without their paflions or their knowledge,

ilantine Porphyrogenitus Cin Vit. Bafil. c.37

Vol. V. 3 folent
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CHAP, folent fanatic, " be defirous of peace, let him abdicate the Eaft, and

._ „- __, " reign without molcftation in the Weft. If he refufe, the fervant?

" of the Lord will precipitate him from the throne." The reludtant

Balil fufpended the treaty, accepted the defiance, and led his army

into the land of herefy, which he wafted with fire and fword. The

open country of the Paulicians was expofed to the fame calamities

which they had inflided ; but when he had explored the ftrength

of Tcphrice, the multitude of the Barbarians, and the ample nia-

gazines of arms and provifions, he defifted with a figh from the

hopelefs fiege. On his return to Conftantinople he laboured, by the

foundation of convents and churches, to fecure the aid of his celeftial

patrons, of Michael the archangel and the prophet Elijah ; and it

was his daily prayer that he might live to tranfpieixe, with three

arrows, the head of his impious adveriary. Beyond his expeda-

tions, the wiih was accompliihed : after a fuccefsful inroad, Chryfo-

cheir was furprifed and flain in his retreat ; and the rebel's head was

triumphantly prefented at the foot of the throne. On the reception

uf this welcome trophy, Bafil Inftantly called for his bov/, difcharged

three arrows with unerring aim, and accepted the applaufe of the

Their de- court, who hailed the vidory of the royal archer. With Chryfo-

"^''"^"
cheir, the glory of the Paulicians faded and withered ''"

; on the fecond

expedition of the emperor, the impregnable Teplirice Avas defertcd

by the heretics, who fued for mercy or efcaped to the borders. The

city was ruined, but the fpirit of independence furvived in the

jnouniains: the Paulicians defended, above a century, their religion

and liberty, Infefted the Roman limits, and maintained their per-

petual alliance with the enemies of the empire and the gofpel.

Their tr^nf- About the middle of the eighth century,., furnamed Co-

pronymus by the v^-orihippers of images, had made an expedition into
pl:.:U.'.t:on

from A I"me
nla to

Turace. " ,,^,»< avWa rnc T.?fii.-.;i -v^mz, liow elegant is the Greek tongue,

even in the raouth of Cedienus!

Armenia,
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Armenia, and found, in the cities of Melitene and Theodoriopolis, C A P.

a great number of Paulicians, his kindred heretics. As a favour or » -.- _j

punifliment, he tranfplanted them from the banks of the Euphrates

to Conftantinopic and Tlu'ace ; and by tins emigration their doftrine

was introduced and diiFufed in Europe ". If the feflaries of the

metropolis were foon mingled with the promifcuous mafs, thofe of

the country ftruck a deep root in a foreign foil. The Paulicians of

Thrace refifted the florms of perfecution, maintained a fecret cor-

refpondence with their Armenian brethren, and gave aid and com-

fort to their preachers, who folicited, not without fuccefs, the infant

faith of the Bulgarians ". In the tenth century, they were reftored

and niukiplied by a more powerful colony, which John Zimifces"

tranfported from the Chalybian hills to the vallies of mount Ha^mus.

The Oriental clergy, who would have preferred the deftrudion, im-

patiently fighed for the abfence, of the Manicha;ans : the warlike

emperor had felt and efteemed their valour ; their attachment to the

Saracens was pregnant with mifchief ; but, on the fide of the Da-

nube, againft the Barbarians of Scythia, their fervice might be ufe-

ful, and their lofs would be defirable. Their exile in a diftant land

was foftened by a free toleration : the Paulicians held the city of

Philippopolis and the keys of Thrace ; the Catholics were their

fubjeits ; the Jacobite emigrants their aflbciates : they occupied a

line of villages and caftles in Macedonia and Epirus j and many

native Bulgarians were afibciated to the communion of arms and

herefv. As long as they were awed by power and treated with

^' Copronymus tranfported his -/££, live, the Hilioria Manichasorum, to" the new

heretics ; and thus £^«>9>! \\xv\i.xla- archbiihop of the Bulgarians (p. 754.)•

Mj, fays Cedrenus (p. 46^.), who has copied ^^ The colony of Paulicians and Jncobites,

the annals of Theophanes. tranfplanted by John Zimifces (A. D. 970.)
^' Petrus Siculus, who refided nine months from Armenia to Thrace, is mentioned by

at Tephrice (A. D. 870) for the ranfom of Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvii. p. 209.) and Anna

captiv€s (p. 764.), was informed of their in- Comnena (Alexiad, 1. xiv. p. 450, &;C.)•

tended miffion, and addrelled his preferva-

3 2 moderation,
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CHAP, moderation, their voluntary bands were diftinguifhed in the armies

*——V—-» of the empire ; and the courage of thefe iiogs^ ever greedy of vi-^ar,

ever thirfty of human blood, is noticed with aftonifliment, and al-

moft with reproach, by the pufillanimous Greeks. The fame fpirit

rendered them arrogant and contumacious : they were eafily pro-

voked by caprice or injury ; and their privileges were often violated

by the faithlefs bigotry of the government and clergy. In the midft

of the Norman war, two thoufand five hundred Manicha^ans de-

ferted the ftandard of Alexius Comnenus**, and retired to their

native homes. He diflembled till the moment of revenge ; invited

the chiefs to a friendly conference ; and puniihed the innocent and

guilty by imprifonment, confifcation, and baptifm. In an interval

of peace, the emperor undertook the pious office of reconciling

them to the church and ftate : his winter-quarters were fixed at Phi-

lippopolis ; and the thirteenth apoftle, as he is ftyled by his pious

daughter, confumed whole days and nights in theological contro-

verfy. His arguments were fortified, their obftinacy was melted,

by the honours and rewards which he bellowed on the moil emi-

nent profelytes ; and a new city, furrounded with gardens, enriched

with immunities, and dignified with his own name, was founded

by Alexius, for the refidence of his vulgar converts. The import-

ant ilation of Philippopolis was wreiled from their hands ; the con-

tumacious leaders were fecured in a dungeon, or banifhed from their

country ; and their lives were fpared by the prudence, rather than

the mercy, of an emperor, at whofe command a poor and folitary

heretic was burnt alive before the church of St. Sophia ^^ But the

proud hope of eradicating the prejudices of a nation was fpeedily

** The Alexiad of Anna Comnena (I. v. *' Bafil, a monk, and the author of the

p. 131. ]. vi. p. 154, 155. 1. xiv. p. 450

—

Eogomiles, a fefl of Gnoilics, who foon

457. with the annotations of Dacange) re- vanifhed (Anna Comnena, Alexiad, I. xv.

cords the tranfaflions of her apollolic father p. 486—494. Moiheim, Hid. Ecclefiallica,

with the Manichians, whofe abominable he- p. 420.)•

refy (he was defirous of refuting.

5 overturned
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overturned by the invincible zeal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to ^ A P.
. Liv.

diilemble or refufed to obey. After the departure and death of > -. __f

Alexius, they foon refumed their civil and religious laws. In the

beginning of the thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a mani-

feft corruption) refided on the confines of Bulgaria, Croatia, and

Dalmatia, and governed, by his vicars, the filial congregations of

Italy and France '*. From that 3sra, a minute fcrutiny might pro-

long and perpetuate the chain of tradition. At the end of the laft

age, the fedt or colony ftill inhabited the vallies of mount Hx-
nius, where their ignorance and poverty were more frequently tor-

mented by the Greek clergy than by the Turkilli government. The
modern Paulicians have loft all memory of their origin ; and their

religion is difgraced by the worlhip of the crofs, and the pradice of

bloody facrifice, which fome captives have imported from the wilds

of Tartary ".

In the Weft, the firft teachers of the Manichsean theology had Their intro-

ir 1 1 1 1 r n- i i i • r^ /- duflion into
been repulled by the people or lupprelied by the pnnce. The fa- Italy and

vour and faccefs of the Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth cen-

turies muft be imputed to the ftrong, though fecret, difcontent which

armed the moft pious Chriftians againft the church of Rome. Her

avarice was oppreflive, her defpotifm odious : lefs degenerate perhaps

than the Greeks in the worihip of faints and images, her innova-

tions were more rapid and fcandalous : fhe had rigoroufly defined

and impofed the dodtrine of tranfubftantiation : the lives of the Latin

clergy were more corrupt, and the Eaftern biihops might pafs for the

fucceftbrs of the apoftles, if they were compared with the lordly

prelates, who wielded by turns the crofier, the fceptre, and the

fword. Three different roads might introduce the Paulicians into

'* Matt. Paris, Illih Major, p. 267. This at Phiuppopolis the friends of the Bulga-

paiTage of our Englifh hiftorian is alleged by rians.

Ducange in an excellent note on Villehar- *' See Mariigli, Stato Militare dell' Im-

douin (N" 208.), who found the Paulicians pero Ottomano, p. 24-

the
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C li p. ti^e heart of Europe. After the converfion of Hunjrary, the pil-1. ^

. . , ,

I o-rims who vifited Jerufalem might laiely follow the courfe of the

Danube: in their journey and return they paiTed through Philippo-

polis ; and the feftaries, difguifmg their name and herefy, might

accompany the French or German caravans to their refpeflive coun-

tries. The trade and dominion of Venice pervaded the coaft of

the Adriatic, and the hofpitable republic opened her bofom to fo-

reigners of every climate and religion. Under the Byzantine ftand-

ard, tlie Paulicians vere often tranfported to the Greek provinces

of Italy and Sicily ; in peace and war they freely converfed with

ilrangers and natives, and their opinions were filently propagated in

Rome, Milan, and the kingdoms beyond the Alps ". It was foon

difcovered, that many thoufand Catholics of every rank, and of either

fex, had embraced the Manichcean herefy ; and the flames which

confumed twelve canons of Orleans, was the firft a£l and fignal of

perfecution. The Bulgarians''', a name fo innocent in its origin, fo

odious in its application, fpread their branches over the face of

Europe. United in common hatred of idolatry and Rome, they

were connecled by a form of epifcopal and prefbyterian government

;

their various fedls were difcriminated by fome fainter or darker

ihades of theology ; but they generally agreed in the two principles,

the contempt of the old teftament, and the denial of the body of

^" The introduilion of the Paulicians into But he is fo ignorant of their doilrine a» to

Italy and France, is amply difcufied by Mu- make them a kind of Sabellians or Patri-

ratori (Antiqultat. Italiae medii ^vi, torn. v. paifians.

diifert.lx. p.8l— 152.). andMoiheim (p.379 'a Bulgari, Boulgres, Bougrcs, a national

—382. 419—422.)• '^' both have over- appellation, has been applied by the French
looked a curious paflage of William the Ap- as a term of reproach to ufurers and unna-
pulian, who clearly defcribes them in a battle tural finners. The Paterim, or Patelini, has
between the Greeks and Normans, A. D. been made to fignify a fmooth and flattering

J040 (in Muratori, Script. Rerumltal. torn. V. hypocrite, fuch as PAuocat Patclin of that

p. Z56.)• original and pleafant farce (Ducange, Glofl'.

Cum Grxcis aderant, quidem quos peCimus Latinitat. medii et infimi yEvi). The Mani-
error, ^ chaeans were likewife named Cathart, or the

Fecerat amentes, et ab ipfo nomen habe- pure, by corruption, Cazari, SiC.

bant.

Chrift.
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Chiift, either on the crofs or in the Eucharlft. A confeiTion of C •.

. nv.
fimple worihip and blamelefs manners is extorted from their ene- > «——

*

mies ; and fo high was their ftandard of perfedion, that the en-

creafing congregations were divided into two clafles of difciples, of

thofe who pra£lifed, and of thofe who afpired. It was in the coun- Perfecutlon
^ ' ^

. of the Albi-

try of the_Albigeois'°, in the fouthern provinces of France, that the geois,

Pauhcians were moil deeply implanted ; and the fame viclffitudes of &c.

martyrdom and revenge which liad been dliplayed in the neigh-

bourhood of the Euphrates, were repeated in the thirteenth century

on the banks of the Rhone. The laws of the Eaftern emperors were

revived by Frederic the fecond. The infurgents of Tephrice were

reprefented by the barons and cities of Languedoc : Pope Inno-

cent III. furpafled the fanguinary fame of Theodora. It was in cruelty-

alone that her foldiers could equal the heroes of the Crufades, and

the cruelty of her priefts was far excelled by the founders of

the inquifition ^'
; an oflice more adapted to confirm, than to re-

fute, the belief of an evil principle. The vlfible afiemblies of

the Paulicians, or Albigeois. were extirpated by fire and fword ;

and the bleeding remnant efcaped by flight, concealment, or catholic

conformity. But the invincible fpirit which they had kindled ftill

lived and breathed in the Weftern world. In the ftate, in the church,

and even in the cloifler, a latent fucceffion was preferved of the

difciples of St. Paul ; who protefted againft the t}Tanny of Rome,

embraced the bible as the rule of faith, and purified their creed from,

all the vifions of the Gnoilic theology. The ftruggles of WickliiF

'° Of ilie laws, crufade, anj perfecution have been publiihcd byLtmboich (Amitclo-

at^:unil the Albigeois, a juft, though general dami, 1692), with a previous Hiftory of the

icea, is expreifed by Moiheim (p.477— 481.). Inquifition in General. They deferred a

The detail may be found in the ecclefiallical more learned and critical editor. As we mull

hiftorians, ancient and modern, Catholics not calumniate even Saian, or the Koly

2nd i'roteftants; and among theie Flcury is Ofnce, I will obferve, that of a lift, of cri-

the moil impartial and moderate. minals v/hich fills nineteen folio pages, only

^' 'The Ails (Liber Sententiarum) of the fi'teen men and four woaiea were delivered

Inquifition of Tholoufe (A. D. 1307—1323) to the fccular arm.

16 in
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C A P. in England, of Hufs In Bohemia, were premature and ineffedual

;

t
D < but the names of Zuinglius, Luther, and Calvin, are pronounced

with gratitude as the deliverers of nations.

Charafler A philofopher, who calculates the degree of their merit and the
and confe-

quences of valuc of their reformation, will prudently afk from what articles of

tion. faith, above or aga'uifl our reafon, they have enfranchifed the Chrif-

tians ; for fuch enfranchifement is doubtlefs a benefit fo far as it

may be compatible with truth and piety. After a fair difcuffion we

ihall rather be furprifed by the timidity, than fcandalifed by the free-

dom, of our firft reformers ". With the Jews, they adopted the

belief and defence of all the Hebrew fcriptures, with all their pro-

digies, from the garden of Eden to the vifions of the prophet

Daniel ; and they were bound, like the Catholics, to juftify againil

the Jews the abolition of a divine law. In the great myfteries of the

Trinity and Incarnation the reformers were fcTerely orthodox : they

freely adopted the theology of the four, or the fix firft councils ; and

with the Athanafian creed, they pronounced the eternal damnation

of all who did not believe the Catholic faith. Tranfubftantiation, the

invifible change of the bread and wine into the body and blood of

Chrift, is a tenet that may defy the power of argument and plea-

fantry ; but inftead of confulting the evidence of their fenfes, of

their fight, their feehng, and their tafte, the firft proteftants were

entangled in their own fcruples, and awed by the words of Jefus in

the inftitution of the facrament. Luther maintained a corporeal^ and

Calvin a real, prefence of Chrift in the eucharift ; and the opinion

of Zuinglius, that it is no more than a fpirltual communion, a fim-

ple memorial, has flowly prevailed in the reformed churches". But

the

^* The opinions and proceedings of the eye, and fo (leady an hand, begins to incline

reformers are expofed in the fecond part of in favour of his Lutheran brethren,

the general hiilory of Modicim: but the ba- 33 Under EJward Vi. our reformation was

lance, which he has held with fo clear an more bold and peri»;!: but in the funda-

mental
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the lofs of one myftery was amply compeafated by the ftupendous tr A P.

doitrines of original fin, redemption, faith, grace, and predcftina- . ,
'

tion, which have been ftrained from the epiftl^s of St. Paul. Thefe

fubtle Gueftions had moil aifuredly been prepared by the fathers and

fchoohnen ; but the final improvement and popular ufe may be at-

tributed to the fiift reformers, who enforced them as the abfolute

and eifential terms of falvation. Hitherto tlie weight of fuperna-

tural belief inclines againft the Proteftants ; and many a fober Chrif-

tian would rather admit that a wafer is God, than that God is a cruel

and capricious tyrant.

Yet the fervices of Luther and his rivals are folid and important

;

and the philofopher muft own his obligations to thefe fearlefs en-

thufiafts ".• I. By their hands the lofty fabric of fuperilltion, from

the abufe of indulgences to the interceifion of the Virgin, has been

levelled with the ground. Myriads of both fexes of the monaftic

profeffion were reftored to the liberty and labours of foclal life. An
hierarchy of faints and angels, of imperfe£t and fubordinate deities,

vere ftripped of their temporal power, and reduced to the enjoy-

ment of celeftial happinefs : their images and relics were baniihed

from the church ; and the credulity of the people was no longer

nourilhed with the daily repetition of miracles and vifions. The

imitation of Paganifm was fupplied by a pure and fpiritual worfliip

of prayer and thankfgiving, the moft worthy of man, the leaft un-

worthy of the Deity. It only remains to obferve, whether fuch

fublime fimplicity be confiftent with popular devotion ; whether the

vulgar, in the abfence of all vifible obje£ts, will not be inflamed by

mental articles of the church of England, a ^* " Had it not been for fuch men as Lu-

flrong and explicit declaration againft the " ther and my felf," faid the fanatic Whillon

real prefence was obliterated in the original to Halley the philofopher, " you would now

copy, to pleafe the people, or the Lutherans, " be kneeling before an image of St. Wini.•

or Queen Elizabeth (Burnet's Hiflory of the " fred."

Reformation, vol, ii. p. 82. 128. 302.).

Vol, V. 3 enthufiafm.
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HAP. enthufiafm, or infenfibly fubfide in languor and indifference. II. The
Liv.

chain of authority was broken, which reftrains the bigot from think-

ing as he pleafes, and the flave from fpeaking as he thinks :
the

popes, fathers, and councils, were no longer the fupreme and in-

fallible judges of the world ; and each Chriftian was taught to ac-

knowledge no law but the fcriptures, no interpreter but his own

confcience. This freedom however w^as the confequence, rather

than the defign, of the reformation. The patriot reformers were

ambitious of fucceeding the tyrants whom they had dethroned.

They impofed with equal rigour their creeds and confeflions ; they

aflerted the right of the magiftrate to punifli heretics with death.

The pious or perfonal animofity of Calvin profcribed in Servetus
''

the guilt of his own rebellion
^'

; and the flames of Smithfield, in

which he was afterwards confumed, had been kindled for the Ana-

baptifts by the zeal of Cranmer ". The nature of the tyger was the

fame, but he was gradually deprived of his teeth and fangs. A fpi-

ritual and temporal kingdom was poiTeiTed by the Roman pontiff:

the Proteftant dodors were fubjeds of an humble rank, without re-

venue or jurifdidion. i//> decrees were confecrated by the antiquity

^5 The article of Servet in the Didlionaire was not varniflied by the pretence of danger

Ciitique of Chauffepie, is the beft account to the church or ftate. In his paiTage

which I have feen of this ihameful tranfac- through Geneva, Servetus was an harmlefs

tion. See likewife the Abbe d'Artigny, llranger, who neither preached, nor printed,

Nouveaux Memoires d'HiHoire, &c. torn. ii. nor made profelyies. 3. A Catholic inqui-

p, re icA. fitor yields the fame obedience which he re-

3« I am more deeply fcandalifed at the quires, but Calvin violated the golden rule

lingle execution of Servetus, than at the of doing as he would be done by; a rule

hecatombs which have blazed in the Auto which I read in a moral treatife of Ifocrates

da Fes of Spain and Portugal, i. The zeal (in Nicocle, torn. i. p. 93. edit. Battle), four

of CaUin fcems to have been envenomed by hundred years before the publication of the

perfonal malice, and perhaps envy. He ac- gofpel. Irffa» ^-^,
cufed his adverfary before their common f<.i wwiiTt.

enemies, thp judges of Vienna, and betrayed, " See Burnet, vol. ii. p• 84— 86. The

for his deftruflion, the facred truft of a pri- fenfe and humanity of the young king were

vate correfpondence. 2. The deed of cruelty oppreffed by the authority of the primate.

of
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of the Catholic church : their arguments and difputes were fubmit- CHAP.
ted to the people ; and their appeal to private judgment was accept- '

^,

'

cd beyond their wiihes, by curiofity and enthufiafm. Since the days

of Luther and Calvin, a fecret reformation has been filently working

in the bofom of the reformed churches ; many weeds of prejudice

were eradicated ; and the difciplcs of Erafmus ^° diffufed a fpirit of

freedom and moderation. The liberty of confcience has been

claimed as a common benefit, an inalienable right "
: the free go-

vernments of Holland *° and England *' introduced the pradlice of

toleration ; and the narrow allowance of the laws has been enlarged

by the prudence and humanity of the times. In the exercife, the

mind has underftood the limits, of its powers, and the words and

ihadows that might amufe the child can no longer fatisfy his manly

reafon.. The volumes of controverfy are overfpread with cobwebs

:

the dodtrine of a Proteftant church is far removed from the know-

ledge or belief of its private members ; and the forms of orthodoxy, the

articles of faith, are fubfcribed with a figh or a fmile by the modern

clergy. Yet the friends of Chriftiifnity are alarmed at the boundlefs

impulfe of enquiry and fcepticifm. The predidions of the Catholics

are accompliflied : the web of myftery is unravelled by the Armi-

nians, Arians, and Socinians, whofe numbers muft not be computed

" Erafmus may be coniidered as the father Temple on the religion of the United Pro-

of rational theology. After a {lumber of an vinces. I am not fatisfied with Grotius (de

hundred years, it was revived by the Armi- Rebus Belgicls, Annal. 1. i. p. 13, 14. edit,

nians of Holland, Grotius, Limborch, and in 12™°), who approves the Imperial laws of

LeClerc: in England by Chillingworth, the perfecution, and only condemns the bloody

latitudinarians of Cambridge (Burnet, Hilt, tribunal of the inquifition.

of own Times, vol. i. p. 261— 268. oftavo *' Sir William Elackftone (Commentaries,

edition), Tillotfon, Clarke, Hoadley, &c. vol•, iv. p. 53, 54.) explains the law of Eng-
3* I am forry to obferve, that the three land as it was fixed at the Revolution. The

writers of the lafl; age, by whom the rights of exceptions of Papifts, and ci' thofe who deny

toleration have been fo nobly defended, the Trinity, would ftill leave a tolerable

Bayle, Leibnitz, and Locke, are all laymen fcope for peifecution, if the national fpirit

and philofophers. were not more efFeilual than an hundred
*° See the excellent chapter of Sir William ftatutes.

3 2 from
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CHAP, from their feparate congregations. And the pillars of revelation are

^—V ' Ihaken by thofe men who preferve the name without the fubftance

of religion, who Indulge the licence without the temper of philo-

fophy *%

* I /hall recommend to public animadver- of Chriflianity, vol. i. p. 275, 276.)» the

fion two paiTages in Dr. Prieftley, which be- prieil ; at the fecond (vol. ii. p. 484.), the

tray the ultimate tendency of his opinions, magiftrate, may tremble!

At the iirll of thefe (Hift. of the Corruptions
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CHAP. LV.

'The Bulgarians.—Origin^ Migrations^ and Settlement

of the Hungarians.—Their hiroads in the and

TVefl. — The Monarchy of Rujfa.—Geography and

Trade.—TFars of the Rufftans agai?if the Greek Em-
pire.—Co7tvetfio7i of the Barbarians.

UNDER the reign of Conftantine the grandfon of Heraclius, CHAP,
the ancient barrier of the Danube, fo often violated and fo \-.~-^-~ 1

often reftored, was irretrievably fwept away by a new deluge of

Barbarians. Their progrefs was favoured by the caliphs, their un-

known and accidental auxiliaries : the Roman legions were occupied

in Afia ; and after the lofs of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the Csefars

vere twice reduced to the danger and difgrace of defending their

capital againft the Saracens. If in the account of this intereiling

people, I have deviated from the ftrid and original line of my un-

dertaking, the merit of the fubjedl will hide my tranfgreffion or fo-

licit my excufe. In the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in religion, in

fcience, in their profperity, and in their decay, the Arabians prefs

themfelves on our curiofity : the firft overthrow of the church and

empire of the Greeks may be imputed to their arms ; and the dif-

ciples of Mahomet ftill hold the civil and religious fceptre of the

Oriental world. But the fame labour would be unworthily beilowed

on the fwarms of favages, who, between the feventh and the twelfth

century, defcended from the plains of Scythla, in tranfient in-

road
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f; A p. j-oad or perpetual emigration '. Their names are uncouth, their

. - _j origins doubtful, their adions obfcure, their fuperftition was blind,

their valour brutal, and the uniformity of their public and private

lives was neither foftened by innocence nor refined by policy. The

majefty of the Byzantine throne repelled and furvived their dilbrderly

attacks ; the greater part of thefe Barbarians has difappeared with-

out leaving any memorial of their exiftence, and the defpicable

remnant continues, and may long continue, to groan under the do-

minion of a foreign tyrant. From the antiquities of, L Bulgarians^

\\. Htwgar'tans^ and,. Rtijftans, I fhall content myfelf with feled-

ing fuch fads as yet deferve to be remembered. The conquefts of

the, IV. Normans, and the monarchy of the, V. Turks, will na-

turally terminate in the memorable Crufades to the Holy Land, and

the double fall of the city and empire of Conftantine.

Emigration In his march to Italy, Theodoric ^ the Oftrogoth had trampled

"arians'^"'' ^n the amis of the Bulgarians. After this defeat the name and the

A. D.680, nation are loft during a century and an half; and it may be fuf-

pecied that the fame or a fimilar appellation was revived by ftrange

colonies from the Borythenes, the Tanais, or the Volga. A king of

the ancient Bulgaria^ bequeathed to his five fons a laft leflbn of mo-

deration and concord. It was received as youth has ever received

the counfels of age and experience : the five princes buried their

father ; divided his fubjefts and cattle ; forgot his advice ; feparated

from each other ; and wandered in queft of fortune, till we find the

moft adventurous in the heart of Italy, under the protedion of the

' Jll the paffages of the Byzantine hillory But the fafhion has not enhanced the price

which relate to the Barbarians, are compiled, of thefe raw materials,

methodifed, and tranfcribed in a Latin ver- * Hiil. vol. iv. p. 10.

fion, by the laborious John Gotthelf Striuer, ^ Theophanes, p. 296— 299. Anaftafius,

in his Memoris Populorum, ad Danubium, p. 113. Nlcephorus, C.P. p. 22, 23. Theo-

Pontum Euxinum, Paludem M.-Eotidem, Cau- phanes places the o!d Bulgaria on the banks

cafum, Mare Cafpium, et inde magis ad of the Atell or Volga; but he deprives him-

Septemtrlones incolentium, Petropoli, 1771 felf of all geographical credit, by difcharging

— 1779, in four tomes, or fix Volumes, in 4'°. that river into the Eu>ine Sea.

exarch

&c
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exarch of Ravenna*. But the ftream of emigration was direded ^ HAP.
or impelled towards the capital. The modern Bulgaria, along the > —

y

>

fouthern banks of the Danube, was ftamped with the name and

image which it has retained to the prefent hour : the new conque-

rors lucceiTively acquired, by war or treaty, the Roman provinces

of Dardania, Theflaly, and the two Epirus'
'

; the ecclefiaftical fu-

premacy was tranflated from the native city of Juftinian ; and, in

their profperous age, the obfcure town of Lychnidus, or Achrida,

was honoured with the throne of a king and a patriarch *. The un-

queftionable evidence of language attefts the defcent of the Bulgarians

from the original ftock of the Sclavonian, or more properly Slavonian,

race ' ; and the kindred bands of Servians, Bofnians, Rafcians, Croa-

tians, Walachians', &c. followed either the ftandard or the example

of the leading tribe. From the Euxine to the Adriatic, in the ftate of

captives, or fubjeds, or allies, or enemies, of the Greek empire.

+ Paul. Diacon. de Geflis Langobard. 1. v.

c. 29. p. 881, 882. The apparent difference

between the Lombard hiftorian and the

above mentioned Greeks, is eafily reconciled

by Camillo Pellegrino (de Ducatu Beneven-

tano, diflert. vii. in the Scriptores Rerum

Ital. torn. V. p. 186, 187.) and Beretti

(Chorograph. Italije medii jEvi, p. 273, &c.).

This Bulgarian colony was planted in a

vacant diftrift of Samnium, and learned the

Latin, without forgetting their native, lan-

guage.

' Thefe provinces of the Greek idiom and

empire, are affigned to the Bulgarian king-

dom in the difpute of ecclefiaftical jurifdic-

tion between the patriarchs of Rome and

Conftantinople (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef.

A.D. 869. N"75.).
^ The fituation and royalty of Lychnidus,

or Achrida, are clearly exprelTed in Cedrenus

(p. 713•). The removal of an archbiftiop or

patriarch from Juftinianea prima, to Lych-

nidus, and at length to Ternovo, has pro-

d.jced fomf perplexity in the ideas or lan-

guage of the Greeks (Nicephorus Gregoras,

1. ii. c. 2. p. 14, 15. Thomaflin, Difcipline

de I'Eglife, tom. i. 1. i. c. 19. 23.); and a

Frenchman (d'Anvilie) is more accurately

/killed in the geography of their own country

(Hill, de I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn..

xxxi.).

' Chalcocondyles, a competent judge,

affirms the identity of the language of the

Dalmatians, Bofnians, Servians, Bulgarians,

Poles (de Rebus Turcicis, 1.x. p, 2S3.), and
elfewhere of the Bohemians (i. ii. p. 3S.).

The fame author has marked the feparate^

idiom of the Hungarians.

^ See the work of John Chriilopher de

Jordan, de Originibus Sclavicis, V'indobom,

174;, in four parts, or two volumes in folio.

His colleilions and refearches are ufeful to

elucidate the antiquities of Bohemia and the

adjacent countries: but his plan is narrow,

his ftyle barbarous, his criticifni /hallow,

and the Aulic counfellor is not free from the

prejudices of a Bohemian.

they
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CHAP, tl^gy overfpread the land; and the national appellation of the SLAVES '

has been degraded by chance or malice from the fignification of glory

to that of fervitude '". Among thefe colonies, the Chrobatians ", or

Croats, who now attend the motions of an Auftrian army, are the de-

fcendants of a mighty people, the conquerors and fovereigns of Dal-

matia. The maritime cities, and of thefe the infant republic of Ragufa,

implored the aid and inftruQions of the Byzantine court : they were

advifed by the magnanimous Bafil to referve a fmall acknowledg-

ment of their fidelity to the Roman empire, and to appeafe, by an

annual tribute, the wrath of thefe irrcfiftiblc Barbarians. The king-

dom of Croatia was fhared by eleven Zoupans^ or feudatory lords
;

and their united forces were numbered at fixtv thoufand horfe and

one hundred thoufand foot. A long fea-coaft, indented with capa-

cious harbours, covered with a firing of iilands, and almoft in fight

of the Italian fliores, difpofed both the natives and ftrangers to the

prailice of navigation. The boats or brigantines of the Croats were

conilru£led after the fafhion of the old Liburnians : one hundred

and eighty veiTels may excite the idea of a refpedable navy ; but

our feamen fmile at the allowance of ten, or twenty, or forty,

men for each of thefe fhips of war. They were gradually converted

to the more honourable fervice of commerce
;

yet the Sclavonian

pirates were ftill frequent and dangerous ; and it was not before the

5 Jordan fubfcribes to the well-known and the word was extended to general ofe, to the

probable derivation fnm Slai'a, laus, glciia, modern languageE, and even to the ftyle of

a word of familiar ufe in the different dialeils the laft Byzantines (fee the Greek and Latin

and parts of fpeech.and which forms the ter- Gloffaries of Ducange). The confufion of

mination of the moll illuilrious names (de the^, or Servians, with the Latin -/,
Originibus Sclavicis, pars i. p. 40. pars iv. was ftill more fortunate and famiIiar(Conftant.

p. loi,i02.)• Porphyr. de adminillrando Imperio, c. 32.
'° This converfion of a national into an ap- p. 99).

pellative name, appears to have arlfen in the " The emperor Conftantine Porphyroge-

viii'•' century, in the Oriental France, where nitus, moft accurate for his own times, moft

the princes and biihops were rich in Sclavo- fabulous for preceding ages, defcribes the

rian captives, not of the Bohemian (exclaims Sdavonians of Dalmatia (c. 29—36.).

Jordan), but of Sorabian rare. Rrom thence

6 clofc
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clofe of the tenth century that the freedom and fovereignty of the CHAP.
Gulf were effedtually vindicated hy the Venetian republic '\ The -.— ..-i'

anceftors of thefe Dalmatian kings were equally removed from the

ufe and abufe of navigation : they dwelt in the White Croatia, in

the inland regions of Silefia and Little Poland, thirty days journey,

according to the Greek computation, from the fea of darknefs.

The srlory of the Bulgarians " was confined to a narrow fcope ^'^^ H"^'
<=> / '^

^

r doni of the

both of time and place. In the ninth and tenth centuries, they Bue^rians,
^ ..

reigned to the fouth of the Danube ; but the more powerful nations 640—1017.

that had followed their emigration, repelled all return to the north

and all progrefs to the weft. Yet, in the obfcure catalogue of their

exploits, they might boaft an honour which had hitherto been ap-

propriated to the Goths ; that of flaying in battle one of the fuc-

ceflbrs of Auguftus and Conftantine. The emperor Nicephorus had

loft his fame in the Arabian, he loft his life in the Sclavonian, war.

In his firft operations he advanced with boldnefs and fuccefs into

the centre of Bulgaria, and burnt the rojal court, which was pro-

bably no more than an edifice and village of timber. But, while he

fearched the fpoil and refufed all offers of treaty, his enemies col-

le£led their fpirits and their forces : the paifes of retreat were in-

fuperably barred ; and the trembling Nicephorus was heard to ex-

claim :
" Alas, alas ! unlefs we could aiTumc the wings of birds, we

" cannot hope to efcape." Two days he waited his fate in the in-

adlivity of defpair ; but, on the morning of the third, the Bulgarians

furprifed the camp, and the Roman prince, with the great officers

of the empire, were flaughtered in their tents. The body of Valeus a. D. Su.

'^ See the anonymous Chronicle of the may he found under the proper dates in the

xi''' century, afcribed tojohn Sagorninus (p. 94 Annals of Cedrenus and Zonaras. The By-
•— 102.), and that conipofed in the xiv''' by zantine materials are collcfted by Stritter

the Doge Andrew Dandolo (Script. Rerum (Memoris Populoriim, torn. if. parsii. p.44.i

Ital. tom.xii. p. 2^7— 230.) ; the two oldell —647.); and the feries of their kings is dif-

monumencs of the hiftory of Venice. pofed and fettled by Ducarge (Fa-Ti. Byzant.
" The firft kingdom of the Bulgarians p. 305— 318.).

Vol. V. 4 A had
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had been Hwed from Infult ; but the head of Nicephorus was ex-

pofed on a fpear, and his ikull, enchafed with gold, was often re-

pleniihed in the feafts of viftory. The Greeks bewailed the dif-

honour of the throne ; but they acknowledged the juft puniflimeni

of avarice and cruelty. This favage cup was deeply tinflured with

the manners of the Scythian wildernefs; but they wgre foftened

before the end of the fame century by a peaceful intercourfe with

the Greeks, the pofleffion of a cultivated region, and the introduc-

tion of the Chriftian worihip. The nobles of Bulgaria were educated

in the fchools and palace of Conftantinople ; and Simeon '*, a youth

of the royal line, was inftru£led in the rhetoric of Demofthenes and

the logic of Ariftotle. He relinquiihed the profeiTion of a monk for

A. D. that of a king and warrior ; and in his reign, of more than forty years,

or 932".' ' Bulgaria affumed a rank among the civilized powers of the earth. The

Greeks, whom he repeatedly attacked, derived a faint confolation from

indulging themfelves in the reproaches of perfidy and facrilege. They

purchafed the aid of the Pagan Turks ; but Simeon, in a fecond

battle, redeemed the lofs of the firft, at a time when it was efteemed

a vidory to elude the arms of that formidable nation. The Ser-

vians were overthrown, made captive, and difperfed ; and thofe who

vifited the country before their reftoration could difcover no more

than fifty vagrants, without women or children, who extorted a pre-

carious fubfiftence from the chace. On claffic ground, on the banks

of the Achelous, the Greeks were defeated ; their horn was broken

by the ftrength of the Barbaric Hercules '^ He formed the fiege

of Conftantinople ; and, in a perfonal conference with the emperor,

Simeon Impofed the conditions of peace. They met with the moft

' Simecnem femi-Graecm elT: aiebant, '^ —^—Rigidum fera dexteracornu

eo quod a pueritia Eyzantii DemoHhenis rhe- Dnm tenet infregit, truncaque a fronte re-

toricam et AiiftoieJis fyllogifmos didicerat. vellit.

Liutprand, l.iii. c. 8. He fays in another Ovid (Metamorph. ix. j— 100.) has boldhy

place, Simeon, fortis bellator, Bulgaria pras- painted the combat of the river-god and tte

erat ; Chriftianus fed vicinis GiKcis valJe ini- heroj the native and the ftranger.

micus (l.i. c. 2.)•

jealous
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&c.

jealous precautions : the royal galley was drawn clofe to an artificial CHAP,
and well-fortified platform ; and the majefty of the purple was _ ,' _f

emulated by the pomp of the Bulgarian. " Are you a Chriftian,"

iaid the humble Romanus ;
" it is your duty to abftain from the

" blood of your fellow-Chriftians. Has the third of riches feduced

" you from the blefliings of peace. Sheath your fword, open your

" hand, and I will fatiate the utmoft meafure of your defires.''

The reconciliation was fealed by a domeftic alliance ; the freedom

of trade was granted or rcftored ; the firft honours of the court

were fecured to the friends of Bulgaria, above the ambafladors of

enemies or fi;rangers "^
; and her princes were dignified with the high ^-^• 9°>

and invidious title of Bafiletis^ or emperor. But this friendfiiip was

foon difturbed : after the death of Simeon the nations were again

in arms ; his feeble fucceflOrs were divided and extlnguiihed ; and,

in the beginning of the eleventh century, the fecond Bafil, who was

born in the purple, deferved the appellation of conqueror of the

Bulgarians. His avarice was in fome meafure gratified by a treafure

of four hundred thoufand pounds fterling (ten thoufand pound

weight of gold), which he found in the palace of Lychnidus. His

cruelty infliiled a cool and exquifite vengeance on fifteen thoufand

captives who had been guilty of the defence of their country. They

were deprived of fight, but to one of each hundred a fingle eye

was left, that he might condudl his blind century to the prefence of

their king. Their king is iaid to have expired of grief and horror
;

the nation was awed by this terrible example ; the Bulgarians were

fwept away from their fettlements, and circumfcribed within a nar-

row province ; the furviving chiefs bequeathed to their children the

advice of patience and the duty of revenge.

'* The amba/Tador of Otho was provoked Apoftoli prsponantur, hor.orentur, diligentur

by the Greek excufes, cum Chriftophori (Liutprand in Legstione, p. 4S:.)• See the

filiam Petrus Bulgarorum Vafikus conjugem Ceremoniale of Conftaniine Porphyrogeni-

duccret, Symphoiia, ideft confonantia, fcripto tus, torn. i. p. 82. torn. ii. p. 429, 470.

juramento firmata funt ut omnium gentium 434, 437. 443, 444. 446, 447. with the an-

ApofioUs idcll nu.Tciis penes nos Bulgarorum netations of Reiike.

4 A 2 II. When

m
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CHAP. II. When the black fvvarm of Hungarians firft hung over Europe,

•———;—' about nine hundred years after the Chriftian sera, they were mif-

onlfc'Vuiks taken by fear and fuperftition for the Gog and Magog of the fcrip-

unga-
^yj.gp^ ^i^g fjgj^g jj^jj forerunners of the end of the world ". Since

the introdudtion of letters, they have explored their own antiquities

with a ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic curiofity '\ Their

rational criticifm can no longer be amufed with a vain pedigree of

Attila and the Huns ; but they complain that their primitive records

have periflied in the Tartar war ; that the truth or fidlion of their

ruftic fongs is long fince forgotten ; and that the fragments of a

rude chronicle " muft be painfully reconciled with the contemporary

though foreign intelligence of the Imperial geographer". Mng'icv

is the national and oriental denomination of the Hungarians ; but,

among the tribes of Scythia, they are diftinguiihed by the Greeks

under the proper and peculiar name of Tiirks^ as the defcendants of

that mighty people who had conquered and reigned from China to

the Volga. The Pannonian colony preferved a correfpondence of

" A biihop of Wurtzburgh fubmitted this '" The author of this Chronicle is flyled

opinion to a reverend abbot; but he more the notary of kin" Bela. Katona has afligned

gravely decided, that Gog and Magog were him to the xii'•' century, and defends his

the fpiritual perfecutors of the church ; fince charafter againll the hypercriticifm of Pray.

Gog fignifies the roof, the pride of the He- This rude annalill muft have tranferibed fome

refiarchs, and Magog what comes from the hillorical records, fince he could aiBrm with

roof, the propagation of their fefts. Yet dignity, rejedisfalfisfabulisrullicorum.etgar-

thefe men once commanded the refpeil of rulo cantu joculatorum. In the xv'•' century,

mankind (Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. lom. xi. thefs fables were colleiled by Thurotzius,

p. 594, &c.). and embelliihed by the Italian Bonfinius. See

" The two national authors, from whom the Preliminary Difcourfein the Hift. Ciiiica

I have derived the moft afliftance, are George Ducum, p. 7—33.

Pray (Di/Tertationesad Annales veterum Hun- == See Conftantine de Adminillrando Im-

garorum, &c. Vindobonae, 1775, in folio), perio, c. 3, 4. 13. 38—42. Katona has

and Stephen Katona (Hift. Critica Dacum et nicely fixed the compofition of this work to

Regum Hungaria; ilirpis Arpadiana;, Pa;llini, the years 949, 950, 951. (p. 4— 7.)• The
1778— 1781, 5 vols, in oitavo). The firil critical hiftorian (p. 34— 107.) endeavours to

embraces a large and often conjeftural fpace: prove the exillence, and to relate the adions,

the latter, by his learning, judgment, and of a firli duke Almus, the father of Arpad,

perfpicuity, deferves the name of a critical vvho is tacitly rejefted by Conftantine.

Jiiltorian.

trade
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trade and amity with the eailern Turks on the contines of Pcrfia -CHAP.
' LV

and after a feparation of three hundred and fifty years, the mif- ' ^-—

'

fionaiies of the king of Hungary difcovered and vifited their ancient

country near the banks of the Volga. They were hofpitably en-

tertained by a people of Pagans and Savages who ftill bore the name

of Hungarians ; converfed in their native tongue, recolleded a tra-

dition of their long-loft brethren, and liftened with amazement to

the marvellous tale of their new kingdom and religion. The zeal

of converfion was animated by the interefl; of confanguinity ; and

one of the greateft of their princes had formed the generous, though

fruitlefs defign, of repleniihing the folitude of Pannonia by this

domeftic colony from the heart of Tartary ". From this primitive

country, they were driven to the weft by the tide of v/ar and emi-

gration, by the weight of the more diftant tribes, who at the fame

time were fugitives and conquerors. Reafon or fortune direited

their courfe towards the frontiers of the Roman empire ; they halted

in the ufual ftations along the banks of the great rivers ; and in the

territories of Mofcow, Kiow, and Moldavia, fome veftiges have

been difcovered of their temporary refidence. In this long and

various peregrination, they could not always efcape the dominion of

the ftronger ; and the purity of their blood was improved or fullied

by the mixture of a foreign race : from a motive of compulfion or

choice, feveral tribes of the Chazars were aifociated to the ftandard

of their ancient vaiTals ; introduced the ufe of a fecond language

;

and obtained by their fuperior renown tlie moft honourable place

in the front of battle. The militaiy force of the Turks and their

allies marched in feven equal and artificial divifions ; each divifion

was formed of thirty thouland eight hundred and fifty-feven war-

riors, and the proportion of women, children, and fervants, fuppofes

" Pray (DiiTert. p. 37—39, &c.) produces Hungarian miilionarief, Donfinius and /Eneas

and illuftrates the oiigina! paflages of the Sylvius.

and
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and requires at leaft a million of emigrants. Their public counfels

were direQed by feven vayvods or hereditary chiefs, but the expe-

rience of difcord and weaknefs recommended the more fsmple and

vigorous adminiftration of a fmgle perfon. The fceptre which had

been declined by the modeft Lebedias, was granted to the birth or

merit of Almus and his fon Arpad, and the authority of the fupremc

khan of the Chazars confirmed the engagement of the prince and

people ; of the people to obey his commands, of the prince to con-

fult their happinefs and glory.

Their Fennic With this narrative we might be reafonably content, if the pene-
"

tration of modern learning had not opened a new and larger profpeil

of the antiquities of nations. The Hungarian language ftands alone,

and as it were infulated, among the Sclavonian dialeds ; but it bears

a clofe and clear affinity to the idioms of the Fennic race "", of an

obfolete and favagc race, which formerly occupied the northern

regions of Afia and Europe. The genuine appellation of Ugri or

Jgoiirs is found on the wcftern confines of China "
; their migration

to the banks of the Irtifli is atteiled by Tartar evidence "*
; a fimilar

name and language are deteded in the fouthern parts of Siberia '^

;

and the remains of the Fennic tribes are widely, though thinlv,

^* Fifcher, in the Quxftioncs Pctropoll- ** Hift. Genealogique des Tartars, par

tans, de Origine Ungrorum, and Pray, Abuighazi Bahadur Khan, partie ii. p. 9;

—

Diflertat. i, ii, iii. &c. have drawn up feveral 98.

comparative tables of the Hungarian with the ^' In their journey to Peiiin, both librand

Fennic dialefts. The affinity is indeed flriking, Ives (Harris's Collection of Voyages and

but the lifts are fhort, the words nre purpofe- Travels, vol. ii. p. 920, 921.) and Bell

]y chofen ; and I read in the learned Bayer (Travels, vol. i. p. 174.) found theVogulitz

(Comment.Academ.PetropoI tom.x.p.374.), in the neighbourhood of Tobollky. By the

that although the Hungarian has adopted many tortures of the etymological art, Vgur and

Fennic words (innumeras voces), it efientially /^'«lo•»/ are reduced to the fame-name; the cir-

dlfFers toto genio et natura. cumjacent mountains really bear the appella-

^' In the region of Turfan, which is clearly tion of Vgrian; and of all the Fennic dia-

and minutely defcribed by the Chinefe geo- lefts, the Vogulian is the neareft to the

graphers (Gaubil, Hill, du Grand Vf-ngifcan, Hungarian (Fifcher, DilTert. i. p. 20— 30.

p. 13. de Guignes, Hill, des Huns, torn. ii. Pray, DilTert. ii. p. 31— 34.).

p. 31, &c.).

fcattered
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fcattered from the fources of the Oby to the ihores of Lapland ". ^ ^^^ ^•

The confanguinity of the Hungarians and Laplanders would difplay /—

'

the powerful energy of climate on the children of a common pa-

rent ; the Uvely contrail between the bold adventurers, who are in-

toxicated with the wines of the Danube, and the wretched fugitives

who are immerfed beneath the fnows of the polar circle. Arms and

freedom have ever been the ruling, though too often the unfuccefsful,

paiTion of the Hungarians, who are endowed by nature with a vi-

gorous conftitution of foul and body "'. Extreme cold has dimi-

niihed the ftature and congealed the faculties of the Laplanders ; and

the Ardic tribes, alone among the fons of men, are ignorant of

war, and unconfcious of human blood : an happy ignorance, if rea-

fon and virtue were the guardians of their peace "i

It is the obfervation of the Imperial author of the Tadics "", that manners of

all the Scythian hords refembled each other in their paftoral and
'|!f„[\"n|^"

military life, that they all pradifed the fame means of fubfiftence, Bulgarians,

and employed the fame inftruments of deftrudion. But he adds, &c.

that the two nations of Bulgarians and Hungarians were fuperior to

their brethren, and fmiilar to each other, in the improvements, how-

ever rude, of their difcipline and government ; their vifible likenefs

'* The eight tribes of the Fennic race, philofophy their brutal ignorance,

are defiribed in the curious work of M. Le- '' Leo has obferved, that the government

veque(Hirt. des Peuples foumis a la Domina- of the Turks was monarchical, and that thejr

tion de la Rufiie, torn, i p. 361 — 561.). puniihments were rigorous (Taiiic. 896.
^' This piilure of the Hungarians and ; xui --)- Rhegino (in Chron.

Bulgarians is chiefly drawn from the Tadics A. D. 889) mentions theft as a capital

of Leo, p• 796—801. and the Latin Annals crime, and his jurifprudence is confirmed by

which are alleged by Baronius, Pagi, and the original codeof St. Stephen (A. D. 1016).

Muratori, A.D. S89, &c. If a flave were guilty, he was chaftifed, for

^' Bufton, Hift. NaturcUe, torn. v. p. 6. the firft time, with the lofs of his nofe, or a

in iz"•*. Guftavue Adolphus attempted, fine of five heifers ;. for the fecond, with tire

without fuccefs, to form a regiment of Lap- L•L• of his ears, or a fimilar fine; for the

landers. Groiius fays of thefe Arilic tribes, third, with death; which the freeman did

arma arcus et pharetj-a fed adverfus feras not incur till the fourth offence, as his £•
(AnnaL 1. iv. p. 236.), and attempts, after penalty was the lofs of liberty (Katona, Hiil.

the manner of Tacitus, to varniih with Regum Hungar. torn. i. p. 231,232.).

-2 determines
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c A I', clcterralncs Leo to confound his friends and enemies in one common

u—-v-~_^ defcription ; and the pi£lure may be heightened by fome ilrokes

from their contemporaries of the tenth century. Except the merit

and fame of military prowefs, all that is valued by mankind ap-

peared vile and contemptible to thele Barbarians, \vhofe native fierce-

nefs was ftimulated by the confcioufnefs of numbers and freedom.

The tents of the Hungarians were of leather, their garments of fur
;

they fliaved their hair and fcarified their faces : in fpeech they were

flow, in adion prompt, in treaty perfidious ; and they fliared the

common reproach of Barbarians, too ignorant to conceive the im-

portance of truth, too proud to deny or palliate the breach of their

mod folemn engagements. Their fimpliclty has been praifed
;
yet

they abftained only from the luxury they had never known ; what-

ever they faw, they coveted ; their defires were infatiate, and their

fole induftry was the hand of violence and rapine. By the defini-

tion of a paftoral nation, I have recalled a long defcription of the

ceconomy, the warfare, and the government that prevail in that ftage

of fociety ; I may add, that to fifhing as well as to the chace, the

Hungarians were indebted for a part of their fubfiftence, and fince

they fclckm cultivated the ground, they mufi:, at leafi: in their new

fettlements, have fometimes pra£tifed a flight and unfkilful huf-

bandry. In their emigrations, perhaps in their expeditions, the

hoft was accompanied by thouilmds of iheep and oxen, who en-

creafed the cloud of formidable dufl, and afforded a conRant and

v/holefome fupply of milk and animal food. A plentiful command

of forage was the firft care of the general, and if the flocks and herds

were fecure of their paftures, the hardy warrior was alike infenfible

of danger and fatigue. The confufion of men and cattle that over-

fpread the country expofed their camp to a nodlurnal furprife, had

not a ftill wider circuit been occupied by their light cavalry, perpe-

tually in motion to difcover and delay the approach of the enemy.

7 After
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After i'omc experience of the Roman tadics, they adopted the ufe

of the fword and fpear, the helmet of the foldier, and the iron

breaft-plate of his fteed : but their native and deadly weapon was

the Tartar bow : from the earlieft infancy, their children and fer-

vants were exercifed in the double fcience of archery and horfeman-

ihip ; their arm was ilrong ; their aim was fure ; and in the moil:

rapid career, they were taught to throw themfelves backwards, and

to ilioot a volley of arrows into the air. In open combat, in fecret

ambufli, in flight, or purfuit, they were equally formidable : an ap-

pearance of order was maintained in the foremoft ranks, but their

charge was driven forwards by the impatient preiTure of fucceeding

crowds. They purfued, headlong and rafli, with loofened reins and

horrific outcries ; but if they fled, with real or diflembled fear, the

ardour of a purfuing foe was checked and chaftifed by the fame

habits of irregular fpeed and fudden evolution. In the abufe of

vidlory, they aflioniihed Europe, yet fmarting from the wounds of

the Saracen and the Dane : mercy they rarely aiked, and more

rarely beftowed ; both fexes were accufed as equally inaccefllble to

pity, and their appetite for raw fleih might countenance the popular

tale, that they drank the blood and feailed on the hearts of the

flain. Yet the Hungarians were not devoid of thofe principles of

juftice and humanity, which nature has implanted in every bofom.

The licence of public and private injuries was reilrained by laws

and puniiliments ; and in the fecurity of an open camp, theft is the

moft tempting and nioft dangerous offence. Among the Barbarians,

there were many, whofe fpontaneous virtue fupplied their laws and

correited their manners, who performed the duties, and fympathifed

with the affedions, of fecial life.

After a long pilgrimage of flight or vidory, the Turkiili hords Eftabliih-

approached the common limits of the French and Byzantine em- roads of the

pires. Their firft conquefts and final fettlements extended on either a.d.'ss;!'

Vol. V. 4 fide
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CHAP. fi(Je of the Danube above Vienna, below Belgrade, and beyond the

«—

V

' meafure of the Roman province of Pannonia, or the modern king-

dom of Hungary '°. That ample and fertile land was loofely oc-

cupied by the Moravians, a Sclavonian name and tribe, which were

driven by the invaders into the compafs of a narrow province.

Charlemagne had ftretched a vague and nominal empire as far as the

edge of Tranfylvania ; but, after the failure of his legitimate line,

the dukes of Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute to the

monarchs of Oriental France. The baftard Arnulph was pro-

voked to invite the arms of the Turks ; they ruflied through the

real or figurative wall, which his indlfcretion had thrown open ; and

the king of Germany has been juftly reproached as a traitor to the

civil and ecclefiaftical fociety of the Chriftians. During the life of

A. D. 900, Arnulph, the Hungarians were checked by gratitude or fear ; but in

the infancy of his fon Lewis they difcovered and invaded Bavaria
;

and fuch was their Scythian fpeed, that in a fmgle day a circuit of

fifty miles was ftrlpt and confumed. In the battle of Augfburgh the

Chriftian's maintained their advantage till the feventh hour of the

day : they were deceived and vanquiihed by the flying ftratagems of

the Turkilh cavalry. The conflagration fpread over the provinces of

Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia ; and the Hungarians '" promoted

the reign of anarchy, by forcing the fliouteft barons to difcipline their

vaflals and fortify their caftles. The origin of walled towns is

afcribed to this calamitous period ; nor could any diflance be fecure

againfl: an enemy, who, almofl: at the fame infl:ant, laid in aihes the

Helvetian monaflery of St. Gall, and the city of Bremen, on the

iliores of the northern ocean. Above thirty years the Ger-

'° See Katona, Ilift. Ducum Hungar. e?ipatiates on the calamities of his own times.

p. 321

—

352. Ste 1. i. c. 5. I. ii. c. i, 2. 4, 5, 6, 7. I. iii.

'' Hungarorum gens, cujus omnes ferena- c. i, &c. I. v. c. 8. 15. in Legat. p. 485.

tiones expertas fevitiam, &c. is the preface His colours are glaring, but his chronology

of Liutprand (1. i. c. 2.), who frequently mull be reftified by Pagi and Muratori.

J manic
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manic empire or kingdom was fubjeil to the ignominy of tri- CHAP,
bute ; and refiftance was difarmed by the menace, the ferious and ' -,- .j

efiedtual menace, of dragging the women and children into cap-

tivity, and of flaughtering the males above the age of ten years.

I have neither power nor inclination to follow the Hungarians be-

yond the Rhine ; but I muft obferve with furprife, that the fouthern

provinces of France were blafted by the tempeft, and that Spain, be-

hind her Pyrenees, was aftoniihed at the approach of thefe formi-

dable ftftingers^*. The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early A. D.900.

inroads ; but, from their camp on the Brenta, they beheld with

fome terror the apparent . ilrength and populoufnefs of the new-dil-

covered country. They requefted leave to retire j their requeft was

proudly reje£led by the Italian king ; and the lives of twenty thou-

fand Chriftians paid the forfeit of his obftinacy and raihneis.

Among the cities of the Weft, the royal Pavia was confpicuous in

fame and fplendour ; and the pre-eminence of Rome itfelf was only

derived from the relics of the apoftles. The Hungarians appeared; a. D. 924.

Pavia was in flames ; forty-three churches were confumed ; and,

after the maflacre of the people, they fpared about two hundred

wretches, who had gathered fome buihels of gold and filver (a vague

exaggeration) from the fmoking ruins of their country. In thefe

annual excurfions from the Alps to the neighbourhood of Rome

and Capua, the churches, that yet efcaped, refounded with a fearful

litany :
" fave and deliver us from the arrows of the Hunga-

*' rians !" But the faints were deaf or inexorable ; and the torrent

rolled forwards, till it was flopped by the extreme land of Calabria".

A com-

^* The three bloody reigns of Arpad, Zol- ^' Muratori has confidered with patriotic

tan, and Toxus, are critically illuftrated by care the danger and refources of Modena.

Katona (Hill. Ducum, &c. p. 107—499•)• The citizens befought St. Geminianus, their

His diligence has fearched both natives and patron, to avert, by his intercellion, the

foreigners, yet to the deeds of mifchief or rabies,fagellum, &c.

glory, I have been able to add the deHrudlion Nunc te rogamus licet fervi peflimi

of Bremen (Adam Bremenfis, i. 43.). Ab Ungerorum nos defendas jaculis.

4B 2 The
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C A p. A compofition was offered and accepted for the head of each Italian

« ^—' fubjed ; and ten builiels of filver were poured forth in the Turkifh

camp. But falfehood is the natural antagonifl of violence ; and the

robbers were defrauded both in the numbers of the affeffment and

the ftandard of the metal. On the fide of the Eaft the Hungarians

were oppofed in doubtful conflict by the equal arms of the Bulga-

rians, whofe faith forbade an alliance with the Pagans, and whofe

A. D. 9-24. fituation formed the barrier of the Byzantine empire. The barrier

was overturned ; the emperor of Conftantinople beheld the waving

banners of the Turks ; and one of their boldeft warriors prefumed

to ftrike a battle-axe into the golden gate. The arts and treafures

of the Greeks diverted the aflault ; but the Hungarians might boaft

in their retreat, that they had impofed a tribute on the fpirit of Bul-

garia and the majefty of the Csefars '*. The remote and rapid ope-

rations of the fame campaign, appear to magnify the power and

numbers of the Turks ; but their courage is moil deferving of praife,

fince a light troop of three or four hundred horfe would often at-

tempt and execute the mofl: daring inroads to the gates of Theffa-

lonica and Conftantinople. At this difaftrous sera of the ninth and

tenth centuries, Europe v^^as afflided by a triple fcourge from the

North, the Eaft, and the South : the Norman, the Hungarian, and

the Saracen, fometimes trod the fame ground of defolation ; and

The biihop erefted walls for the public de- and the fail is confefled by the Byzan-

fence, not contra dominos ferenos (Antiqui- tine hiftorians (Leo Grammaticas, p. 506.

tat. Ita). med. ^Evi, torn. i. diiiertat. i, p. 2t, Cedrenus, torn. ii. ozg.): yet, however

22.), and the fong of the nightly watch is glorious to the nation, it is denied or doubted

not without elegance or ufe (torn. iii. diiT. xl. by the critical hillorian, and even by the

p. 709.). The Italian annalillhas accurately notary of Bela. Their fcepticifm is meri-

traced the fsries of their inroads (Annali toiious; they could not fafely tranfcribe or

d'ltalia, torn. vii. p. 365. 367, 393. 401. believe the rufticorum fabulas; but Katona

437. 440. torn. viii. p. 19. 41. 52, iVc). might have given due attention to the evi-

'* Both the Hungarian and Ruffian an- dence of Liutprand, Bulgarorum gentem

nals fuppofe, that chey befieged, or attacked, atque Gra-corum tribulariam fecerant (Hill,

or infulted Conllantinople (Pray, diiTertat. X. 1. ii. c. 4. p. 435.).

p. 239. Katona, Hill.Diicuin,p.354—360.);

thefe
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thefe favage foes might have been compared by Homer to the two chap.
lions growling over the carcafe of a mangled flag ".

^ ,^—-^

The deUverance of Germany and Chriftendom was atchieved by viftory of

the Saxon princes, Henry the Fowler and Otho the Great, who, in Fowkr,'""

two memorable battles, for ever broke the power of the Hunga- ' '
^^'^'

rians^^ The valiant Henry was roufed from a bed of ficknefs by

the invafion of his country : but his mind was vigorous and his

prudence fucceisful. " My companions," faid he on the morning

of the combat, " maintain your ranks, receive on your bucklers

" the firft arrows of the Pagans, and prevent their fecond difcharge

" by the equal and rapid career of your lances." They obeyed and

conquered : and the hiftorical piiture of the caftle of Merfeburgh,

exprefled the features, or at leaft the chara£ler, of Henry, who, in

an age of ignorance, entrufted to the finer arts the perpetuity of his

name ". At the end of twenty years, the children of the Turks

who had fallen by his fword invaded the empire of his fon ; and

their force is defined, in the loweft eftimate, at one hundred thoufand

horfe. They were invited by domeftic fadlion ; the gates of Ger- "^ Otho the

many were treacheroufly unlocked, and they fpread far beyond the A. D. 95;.

Rhine and the Meufe, into the heart of Flanders. But the vigour

and prudence of Otho difpelled the confpiracy ; the princes were

" »" »9» pirturam notarj, precepit, adeo ut rem verara

On owfioi ^>>;•£ xTafiEm! potius quam verilimilem videas : an high en-

Ay/pu TT'.itxitTi, ffoxovri ^ax^ij^ov. comium (Liutprand, I. ii. c. 9.). Another
'* They are amply and critically difculTed palace in Germany had been painted with

by Katona (Hift. Ducum, p. 360—368. holy fubjeils, by the order of Charlemagne

;

42y—470•)• Liutprand (I. ii. c. 8, 9.) is and uratori may juflly affirm, nulla facula

the bert evidence for the former, and fuere in quibus piftores defiderati fuerint (.^n-

Witichind (.'\nnal. Saxon. 1. iii.) of the tiquitat. Ital. medii .iEvi, torn. ii. diifert. xxiv.

latter : but the critical hiftorian will not even P• 360, 361.). Our domeiiic claims to anti-

overlook the horn of a warrior, which is quity ot ignorance and original imperfeflion

faid to be preferved at Jaz-berin. (Mr. Walpole's lively words), are of a much

" Hunc vero triumphum tarn laude quam "1°''« recent date (Anecdotes of P.iinting,

memoria dignum, ad Mereiburgum rex in vol. i, p. 2, &c.),

fuperiori cosnaculo domus per^, id eft,

6 made
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made fenfible, that'unlefs they were true to each other, their religion

and country were irrecoverably loft ; and the national powers were

reviewed in the plains of Augfburgh. They marched and fought

in eight legions, according to the divifion of provinces and tribes

;

the firft, fecond, and third, were compofed of Bavarians ; the fourth

of Franconians ; the fifth of Saxons, under the immediate command

of the monarch ; the fixth and feventh confifted of Swabians ; and

the eighth legion, of a thoufand Bohemians, clofed the rear of the

hoft. The refources of difcipline and yalour were fortified by the

arts of fuperftition, which, on this occafion, may deferve the epi-

thets of generous and falutary. The foldiers were purified with a

faft ; the camp was blefl'ed with the relics of faints and martyrs ; and

the Chriftian hero girded on his fide the fword of Conftantine,

grafped the invincible fpear of Charlemagne, and waved the banner

of St. Maurice, the praefeit of the Thebiean legion. But his firmeft

confidence was placed in the holy lance ^\ whofe point was faihioned

of the nails of the crofs, and which his father had extorted from the

king of Burgundy, by the threats of war and the gift of a province.

The Hungarians were expeded in the front ; they fecretly pafied

the Lech, a river of Bavaria that falls into the Danube ; turned the

rear of the Chriftian army ;
plundered the baggage, and difordered

the legions of Bohemia and Swabia. The battle was reftored by the

Franconians, whofe duke, the valiant Conrad, was pierced with an

arrow as he refted from his fatigues : the Saxons fought under the

eyes of their king ; and his vidlory furpafled, in merit and import-

ance, the triumphs of the laft two hundred years. The lofs of the

Hungarians was ftill greater in the flight than in the adion ; they

were encompaflied by the rivers of Bavaria ; and their paft cruelties

'° See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. but the other military relics depend on the

929, N°2— 5. The lance of Chrift is taken faith of the Gefta Anglorum poll Bedam,

from the bell evidence, Liutprand (1. iv. 1, ii. c. 8.

C.12.), Sigebert, and the adls of St. Gerard:

excluded
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excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three captive piinccs were ^

hanged at Ratiibon, the multitude of prifoners was flain or muti- ^

lated, and the fugitives, who prehimed to appear in the face of their

country, were condemned to everlafting poverty and difgrace ^'.

Yet the fpirit of the nation was humbled, and the moil acceiTible

pafles of Hungary were fortified with a ditch and rampart. Adverfity

fliggefted the counfels of moderation and peace :. the robbers of the

Weft acquiefced in a fedentary life ; and the next generation was taught A.

by a difcerning prince, that far more might be gained by multiplying

and exchanging the produce of a fruitful foil. The native race, the

Turkiih or Fennic blood, w^as mingled with new colonies of Scythian

or Sclavonian origin *"
; many thoufands of robuft and induftrious

captives had been imported from all the countries of Europe*' ; and

after the marriage of Geifa with a Bavarian princefs, he beftowed

honours and eftates on the nobles of Germany"'. The fon of Geifa

was inverted with the regal title, and the houfe of Arpad reigned

three hundred years in the kingdom of Hungary. But the freeborn

Barbarians were not dazzled by the luftre of the diadem, and the-

A
LV.

D. 9rr.

^^ Katona, Hift. Ducum Hungsris, p. 500,

*" Among thefe colonies we may dulin-

guirti, I. The Chazars, or Cabaii, who joined

f're Hungarians on their march (Conltant.

de admin. Imp. c. 39, 40. p. 108, 109.).

z. The Jaz}ges, Moravians, and Siculi,

whom they found in the land; the lail: were

ftrhaps a remnant of the Huns of Attiia, and

were entrufted with the guard of the borders.

3. The Ruffians,- who, like the Swifs in

France, imparted a general name to the

royal porters. 4. The Bulgarians, whofe

chiefs (A. D. 956) were invited, cum magna,

nuiltitudine Hi/maheliiarnm. Had any of

thefe Sclavonians embraced the Mahometan
religion? 5. The Biller.i and Cumans, a

niixedmultitudeofPatzinacites, Uzi, Chazars,

iiC. who had fpread to the lower Danube.

The lail colony of 40,000 Cumans, A. D.

IZ39, was received and converted by the

kings of Hungary, who derived from thai

tribe a new regal appellation (Pray, DilTcrt.

vi. vii. p. 109— 173. Katona, Hift. Dccum,

p. 95-99. 259-264. 476. 479-483, &c.).

*' Chrirtiani autem, quorum pars major

populi eft, qui ex omni parte mu-ndi illuc

trafli funt captivi, &c. Such was the lan-

guage of Piligrinus, the firft miffionary who
entered Hungary, A.D. 973. Pars major is

ftrong. Hill. Ducum, p. 517.
*^ The fideles Teutonic! of Geiila are

authenticated in old charters; and K.:iton.i,

with his ufual induftry, has made a fair•

eftimate of thefe colonies, which had been fo

loofeiy magnified by the Italian Ranzanus

(Kill. Critic. Ducum, p. 667—681.).

people
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Origin of the

Ruffian mo-
narchy.

A. D. 839.

CHAP, people afferted their indefeafible right of chufing, depofing, and pu-

•
,/

' niihing the hereditary fervant of the ftate.

in. The name of Russians" was firft divulged, in the ninth

century, by an embafly from Theophilus, emperor of the Eaft, to

the emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the fon of Charlemagne. The

Greeks were accompanied by the envoys of the great duke, or cha-

gan, or czar^ of the Ruffians. In their journey to Conftantinople,

they had traverfed many hoftile nations ; and they hoped to efcape

the dangers of their return by requefting the French monarch to

tranfport them by fea to their native country. A clofer examina-

tion deteded their origin : they were the brethren of the Swedes

and Normans, whofe name was already odious and formidable in

France ; and it might juftly be apprehended that thefe Ruffian

ftrangers were not the meflengers of peace, but the emifiaries of

war. They were detained, while the Greeks were difmiffed ; and

Lewis expedled a more fatisfadory account, that he might obey the

laws of hofpitality or prudence, according to the intereft of both

empires"*. This Scandinavian origin of the people, or at leaft the

princes, of Ruffia, may be confirmed and illuftrated by the national

annals *' and the general hiftory of the North. The Normans, who

*' Among the Greeks, this national ap-

pellation has a fingular form, Pt-, as an un-

declinable word, of which many fanciful ety-

mologies have been fuggelled. 1 haveperufed,

wiih pleiifure and profit, a dllTertation de

Origine RuiTorum (Comment. Academ. Pe-

tropolitans, torn. viii. p. 388 — 436.), by

Theophilus Sigefrid Bayer, a learned Ger-

man, who fpent his life and labours in the

fervice of Ruffia. A geogr.nplilcal traft of

d'Anville, del'Empire deRuffie fen Origine,

et fc'S Accroiffiemens (Paris, 1772, in il"^"),

Jias likewife been of ufe.

** See the enure pafi'age (dignum, fa}'s

Bayer, ut aureis in tabulis figatar) in (he

Annales Bertiniani Francoruni (in Script. Isal.

Muratori, torn. ii. pars i. p. 52;.), A. D.

839, twenty-two years before the ./Era of

Ruric. In the x'"" century, Liutprand (Hid.

I. V. c. 6.) fpeaks of the Ruffians and Nor-

mans as the fame Aquilonares homines of a

red complexion.

•" My knowledge of thefe annals is drawn

from M. Leveque, Hiiloire de Ruffie. Nellor,

the firll and bed of thefe ancient annalifts,

was a monk of Kiow, who died in the be-

ginning of the xii'•' century; but his Chro-

nicle was obfcure, till it was publiihed at

Peterlburgh, 1767, in 4.=". Leveque, Hill,

de Ruffie, torn i. p. xvi. Co\e'.<^ Travels,

vol. ii. p. 184..

had
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had fo long been concealed by a veil of impenetrable darknefs, fud-

denly buril forth in the I'pirit of naval and military enterprife. The

vaft, and, as it is faid, the populous, regions of Denmark, Sweden,

and Norway, were crowded with independent chieftains and defpe-

ratc adventurers, who fighed in the lazinefs of peace, and fmiled

in the agonies of death. Piracy was the exercife, the trade, the

glory, and the virtue, of the Scandinavian youth. Impatient of a

bleak climate and narrow limits, they ftarted from the banquet,

grafped their arms, founded their horn, afcended their veflels, and

explored every coaft that promifed either fpoil or fettlement. The

Baltic was the firft fcene of their naval atchievements ; they vifited

the eaftern ihores, the filent refidence of Fennic and Sclavonian

tribes, and the primitive Ruffians of the lake Ladoga paid a tribute,

the ikins of white fquirrels, to thefe ftrangers, whom they faluted

with the title Varangians*^ or Corfairs. Their fuperiority in arms,

difcipline, and renown, commanded the fear and reverence of the

natives. In their wars againft the more inland favages, the Varan-

gians condefcended to ferve as friends and auxiliaries, and gradually,

by choice or conqueft, obtained the dominion of a people whom
they were qualified to proteit. Their tyranny was expelled, their

valour was again recalled, till at length, Ruric, a Scandinavian chief, a. d. 862.

became the father of a dynafty which reigned above feven hundred

years. His brothers extended his influence : the example of fervice

and ufurpation was imitated by his companions in the fouthern

provinces of Ruifia ; and their eftabliihments, by the ufual methods

of war and aflaifination, were cemented into the fabric of a power-

ful monarchy.

As long as the defcendants of Ruric were confidered as aliens and The Varan-

• n 1
g'sns of Con-

conquerors, they ruled by the fvvord of the Varangians, diltnbuted luniinopie.

* Theophil. Sig. Bayer de Varagis (for Academ. Peiropolitanas, torn. iv. p. 275^
the name is differeiuly fpelt), in Coaiment. 311,

Vol. V. 4 C eftates
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CHAP. eRates and fubjecls to their faithful captains, and fupplied theli

'
.

_ numbers with freili ftrcams of adventurers from the Baltic coaft".

liut when the Scandinavian chiefs had ftruck a deep and permanent

root into the foil, they mingled vith the Ruiliaus in blood, religion,

and language, and the firft Waladiniir had the merit of delivering

his country frona thefe foreign mercenaries. They had feated liira

on the throne ; his riches were infufhcient to futisfy their demands ;

but they liftened to his pleafmg advice, that they fliould feek, not a

more grateful, but a more wealthy, mailer ; that they ihould em-

bark for Greece, where, inftead of the fliins of fquirrels, filk and

gold would be the recompence of their fervice. At the fame time

the Ruffian prince admoniihed his Byzantine ally to difperfe and

employ, to recompenfe and reftrain, thefe impetuous children of the

North. Contemporary writers have recorded the introduction, name,

and charadler, of the Vaniugians : each day they rofe in confidence

and eileem ; the whole body was aifembled at Conftantinople to

perform the duty of guards ; and their ftrength was recruited by a

numerous band of their countrymen from the ifland of Thule. On

this occafion, the vague appellation of Thule is applied to England
;

and the new Varangians were a colony of Engliili and Danes who

fled from the yoke of the Norman conqueror. The habits of pil-

grimage and piracy had approximated the countries of the earth
;

thefe exiles were entertained in the Byzantine court ; and they pre-

ferved, till the laft age of the empire, the inheritance of fpotlefs

loyalty, and the ufe of the Daniih or Engliili tongue. With their

broad and double-edged battle-axes on their ihoulders, they attended

the Greek emperor to the t-emple, the fenate, and the hippodrome;

he flept and feafted under their trufty guard j and the keys of the

7 Yet, as late as the year 1018, Kiow Chronicle of Dithmar of Merfeburgh, ob-

and Ruifia were ftill guarded, ex fugitive- ferves, that it was unufual for the Germans

rum fervorum robore, confluentium et maxime to enlift in a foreign fervice.

Danorum. Bayer, who quotes ,'p. 292.) the

palacCj
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palace, tlie treafury, and the capita!, were held by the firm and ^ ^'"^ ^•

faithful hands of the Varangians^'. < . '

In the tenth century, the geography of Scythla was extended far Geography

r • 1 1 r 1
^""^ trade of

beyond the hmits of ancient knowledge ; and the monarchy of the Ruflia,

Ruillans obtains a A'aft and confplcuous place in the map of Con- ' ' ^^
'

ftantine *'. The fons of Ruric were mailers of the fpacious pro-

vince of \Volodomir, or Mofcow ; and, if they were confined ou

that fide by the hords of the Eaft, their weftern frontier in thofe

early days Avas enlarged to the Baltic fca and the country of the

Prufhans. Their northern reign afcended above the fixtieth degree

of latitude, over the Elyperborean regions, which fancy had peopled

%vith monfters, or clouded with eternal darkncfs. To the fouth they

followed the courfe of the Boryfthcnes, and approached with that

river the neighbourhood of the Euxine fea. The tribes that dwelt,

or wandered, in this ample circuit were obedient to the fame con-

queror, and infenfibly blended into the fame nation. The language

of Rufiia is a dialeft of the Sclavonian ; but, in the tenth century,

thefe two modes of fpeech were different from each other; and, as

the Sclavonian prevailed in the South, it may be prefumed that the

original Rufiians of the North, the primitive fubjeds of the Va-

rangian chief, Vi'ere a portion of the Fennic race. With the emi-

gration, union, or diffolution, of the wandering tribes, the loofe and

*' Ducange has coMefted from the original tm» y>.ij3-:ry•. aur-jv rroi -.
authors the ftate and hiftory of the Varangi ^^ The origitial record of the geography

at Conftanunople (Glofiar Med. et Infiins ar.d trade of Ruflia is produced by the em-

Grxcitaiis, fub voce Bapayyoi. Med. etinfims peror Conftantine Forpliyrogenicus (de Ad-

Latinitatis, fub voce /'«ir/. Not. ad Alexiad, miniftrat. Imperii, c. 2. p. 55, 56. c. 9.

Anna; Comr.ensc, p. 256, 257, 258. Notes fur p. 59— 61. c. 13. p. 63—67. c. 37. p. .
Villehardouin, p. 296— 299.). See llkewife c. 42. p. 112, 113), and illuftrated by ihi

the Annotations of Reiike to the Ceremoniale diligence of Bayer (de Geographia Rufiia;

Auli" Byzant. of CoiiP.nntine, torn. ii. p. 149, vicinarumque Regioiium circiter A. C. 94S,

130. Saxo Grammaticus affirms, that they \n Comment. A^cadem. Pctropol. toni. i\•.

fpokeDaniih; but Codinus maintains them p. 367—422. torn. x. p• 37'

—

42•)> ^^^'''

ri 1 the fifteenth century in the ufe of their the aid of the chronicles and traditions of

na.ive Engliill : Urf.-.yjm^^iT: -.i 'S-j.^ayy.i y^-ru. RulTia, Scandinavifl, ic.

4 C 2 indefinite
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P• indefinite pidure of the Scythian defert has continually ihifted. But

the moft ancient map of Ruffia aiTords fome places which ftlll retain

their name and pofition ; and the two capitals, Novogorod '" and

Kiow ", are coeval with the firft age of the monarchy. Novogorod

had not yet deferved the epithet of great, nor the alliance of the

Hanfeatic league, which diffufed the ftreams of opulence and the

principles of freedom. Kiow could, not yet boaft of three hun-

dred churches, an innumerable people, and a degree of greatnefs

and fplendour, which w^as compared with Conftantinople by thofe

who had never feen the refidence of the Cicfars. In their origin,

the two cities were no more than camps or fairs, the moil convenient

ftations in which the Barbarians might affemble for the occafional

bufmefs of war or trade. Yet even thefe aflemblies announce fome

progrefs in the arts of fociety ; a new breed of cattle was impoi'ted

from the fouthern provinces ; and the fpirit of commercial enter-

prife pervaded the fea and land from the Baltic to the Euxine, from

the mouth of the Oder to the port of Conftantinople. In the days

of idolatry and barbarifm, the Sclavonic city of Julin was frequented

and enriched by the Normans, who had prudently fccured a free

mart of purchafe and exchange ^\ From this harbour, at the en-

'° The haughty proverb, " Who can re- annalift, Cujus ,'.^/^.'^ metropolis ell Chive,

" fifb God and the great Novogorod?" is semula fceptri Conllantinopolitani qua; eft cln-

applied by M. Leveque (HilK de RuiTie, rifiimam dccus Grxcis. The fiir.e of Kiow,

torn. i. p. 60) even to the times that pre- efpecially in the xi''' century, had reached

ceded the reign of Ruric. In thecourfe of his the Gern-.an and the Arabian geographers,

hiftory he frequently celebrates this republic, ^- In Odors oftio qua Scythicas alluit pa-

vvhich was fupprefled A. D. 1475 (torn. ii. ludes, nobiliiiima civitas Julinum, celebe'rri-

p. 252—266.)• Thataccurate traveller, Adam mam, Barbaris et Gra;cis qui funt in circuiiu

01earius,defcribes(in 1635) the remain of No- pneilans ftationem; ell fane maxima omnium
vogorod, and the route by fea and land of the quas Kuropa claudit civitatum (Adam Bre-

HoUlein ambafladors (tom.i. p. 123 — 129.). menfis, Hill. Ecclef. p. 19-)• A ilrange e\-

5' Jn hac magna civitate, qua; eft caput aggeration even in the x\'^ century. The
regni, pins trecenta; eccieiiaE; habentur el trade of the Baltic, and the Flanfeatic league,

nundina; o£lo, populi etiam ignota manus are carefully treated in Anderfon's Hiftorical

(Eggehardus ad A. D. loiS, apud Bayer, Deduilion of Commerce; at leall, in our

torn. ix. p. 4! 2.). He likewife quotes l.tnguages, I am not acquainted with any

(torn. X. p. ^gj.) the wo.'ds of the oaxon book fo fatisfailory.

trance
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trance of the Oder, the corfah•, or merchant, flilied in forty-three ^ i^ . P.

. . LV.
days to tlie eaftern fhores of the Baltic, the moft diftaut nations y. ,- _j

were intermingled, and the holy groves of Curland are fa'id X.o have

been decorated with Grecian and Spanlfh gold ". Between the fea

and Novogorod an eafy intercourfe was difcovercd ; in the fummer,

through a gulf, a lake, and a navigable river ; in the winter feafon,

over the hard and level furface of boundlefs fnows. From the

neighbourhood of that city, the Ruffians defcended the ftreams that

fall into the Boryilhenes ; their canoes, of a fingle tree, were laden

with ilaves of every agv, furs of every fpecies, the fpoil of their

bee-hives, and the hides of their cattle ; and the whole produce of the

North was colle£led and difcharged in the magazines of Kiow. The

month of June was the ordinary feafon of the departure of the fleet

:

the timber of the canoes was framed into the oars and benches of

more folid and capacious boats ; and they proceeded without ob-

flacle down the Boryfthenes, as far as the fevcn or thirteen ridges of

rocks, which traverfe the bed, and precipitate the waters, of the

river. At the more ihallow falls it was fufficient to lighten the veflels
;

but the deeper catarafts were impaflable ; and the mariners, who

dragged their vefTels and their flaves fix miles over land, were ex-

poled in this toilfome journey to the robbers of the defert ". At

the firft ifland below the falls, the Ruffians celebrated the feftiva! of

their efcape ; at a fecond, near the mouth of the river, they repaired

'^ According to Adam cf Bremen (de Situ ftill confulted the wizards of Curland (Bayer,

Daniie, p. 58.). the old Curland extended torn. x. p. 37S. 402, &c. Grolius, Prole-

eight days journey along the coaft; and by gomen. ad IJift. Goth. p. 99.).

Peter Teutoburgicus (p. 68. A. D. 1326), '+ Conftantine only reckons feven catarafts,

Memel is defined as the common frontier of of which he gives the RutTian and Sclavonic

llufiia, Curland, and Pruffia. Aurum ibi names; but thirteeiv are enumerated by the

plurimum (fays Adam) divinis, aiiguribus Sieur de Beauplan, a French engineer, w'lo

atque necromanricis omnes domas funt p'enx had furveyed the courfe and navigation of

a tcto orbe ibi refponfa petuntur maxime the Dnieper or Borvfthenes (Defcription

ab Hifpanis (forfjn Zufams, id ell regulls d'LJkranie, Rouen, 1660, a thin quarto);

Lei:ovi^) et Gr.-Kcjs. The name of Greeks but the map is unluckily wanting in my
was applied to the Ruflians even before their copy,

«oaverfion ; an imperfect cont'eiiion, if ;hcy

their
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CHAP,
tii'ir iliattered veflels for the longer and more perilous voyage of the

u

—

,——« Black Sea. If they fleered along the coaft, the Danube \vas accef-

fible ; with a fair wind they could reach in thirty-fix or forty hours

the oppofite iliores of Anatolia ; and Conftantinople admitted the

annual vifit of the ftrangers of the North. They returned at the

ftated feafon with a rich cargo of corn, wine, and oil, the manu-

fadures of Greece, and the fpices of India. Some of their

countrymen refided in the capital and provinces ; and the national

treaties protcdted the perfons, eflcdls, and privileges, of the RuiTian

merchant ".

Nn-al expe- But the fame communication which had been opened for the be-
ditions ot the

Ruffians^ ncfit, v/as foon abufed for the injury, of mankind. In a period of
sgainll Con-

, i , , • i
' - rr i r

fiantinople. one hundred and nmety years, the Rulhans made tour attempts to

plunder the treafures of Conftantinople : the event was various, but

the motive, the means, and the objed, were the fame in thefe naval

expeditions ''. The Ruffian traders had feen the magnificence and

tailed the luxury of the city of the Crciars. A marvellous tale, and

a fcanty fupply, excited the defires of their fivage countrymen

:

they envied the gifts of nature which their climate denied ; they

coveted the works of art which they were too lazy to im.itate and

too indigent to purchafe: the Varangian princes unfurled the banners

of piratical adventure, and their braveft foldiers were drawn from

the nations that dwelt in the northern ifles of the ocean ". The

image of their naval armaments was revived in the lail century, in

" Neilor, apiid Leveque, Hill, de Ru.Tie, ''' The wars of the RulTuins and Greeks

torn. i. p. 78— So. From the Dnieper or in ihe i;.'*', '•", and xi'*' centuries, are re-

Boryflhenes, the Ruffians went to Black Bui- l.itcd in the Byzantine Annals, efpeciaily

garia, Chazaria, and Syria. To Syria, ihofe of Zonaras and Cedrenus ; and all

ho'.v, where, when ? fWay we not, inftead of their tefiimonies are colleited in the Riif-

"i-Vfiu, read Ztix-na. (de AJminiilrat. Imp. c.42. ca of Stritter, torn. ii. pars ii. p. 939

—

p. 113)? The alteration is flight; the 1044-

pofition of S'jania, between Chazaria and ^' ^^:: h.xiii exoXtyat

Lazica, is perfcflly fuitable; and the name m•» .>> i> irfccafxrin; xb Oxia.H

was fiill ufed in the xi''' century (Ccdren. .r.c'jt-, ihm. Cedienus, in Compcnd. p-75S.

torn. ii. p. 770.).

8 the
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the fleets of the Cofacks, which iiTued from the Boryilhenes, to na- ^

vigate the fame feas, for a fimilar purpofe ^\ The Greek appella-

tiuii mofioxjhi, or fingle canoes, might be juftly appUed to the bot-

tom of their veiTels. It was fcooped out of the long item of a beech

or willow, but the flight and narrow foundation was raifed and con-

tinued on either fide with planks, till it attained the length of fixty,

and the height of about twelve, feet. Thefe boats were built with-

out a deck, but with two rudders and a maft ; to move with fails

and oars ; and to contain from forty to feventy men, with their

arms, and provifions of frefli water and fait fiih. The flrft trial of

the Rufllans was made with two hundred boats ; but when the na-

tional force was exerted, they might arm againft Conftantinople a

thoufand or twelve hundred veflels. Their fleet was not much in-

ferior to the royal navy of Agamemnon, but it was magnified in the

eyes of fear to ten or fifteen times the real proportion of its fl:rength

and numbers. Had the Greek emperors been endowed with fore-

fight to difcern, and vigour to prevent, perhaps they might have

fealed with a maritime force the mouth of the Boryfl^henes. Their

indolence abandoned the coaft of Anatolia to the calamities of a

piratical war, which, after an interval of fix hundred years, again

infefted the Euxine ; but as long as the capital was refpe£ted, the

fufferings of a diftant province efcaped the notice both of the prince

and the hillorian. The ftorm which had fwept along from the

Phafis and Trebizond, at length burft on the Bofphorus of Thrace
;

a ftreight of fifteen miles, in which the rude veflels of the Ruffian

might have been flopped and deftroyed by a more flcilful adverfary.

In their firfl; enterprife '" under the princes of Kiow^ they pafl!ed "^^^ '>''^>
^ ^ '

' ^ A. D. 865.

'" See Eeauplan (Defcription de I'U- Expeditione Conflantinopolit.ina (Comment,

kranie, p. j.f— 6i .) :
~ his defcrip:ions are Academ. Petropol. torn. vj. p• 365 — 191•)•

l^ely, his plans accurate, and, except the After difentangling fome chronological in-

circumllance of lire-arms, we may read old tricacies, he fi.xes it in the years 864. or 86j,

Ruffians, for modern Cofacks. a date which might have fmoothed fome
5' It is to be lamented, that Bayer has doubts and difficulties in the beginning of

only given a Differtaiion de Rufforum pima M. Leveque's hiftory.

\vlthout



568 THE DECLINE AND FALL

C 4 p. without oppofitlon, and occupied the port of Conftantinople in the

c ~y— . ' abfence of the emperor Michael, the fon of Theophilus. Through

a crowd of perils, he landed at the palace-ftairs, and immediately re-

paired to a church of the Virgin Mary*^". By the advice of the pa-

triarch, her garment, a precious relic, was drawn from the fanituary

and dipped in the fea ; and a feafonable tempeft, which determined

the retreat of the Ruffians, was devoutly afcribed to the mother of

The fecond, God *'. The filence of the Greeks may infpire fome doubt of the
At D. Q04..

truth, or at leail of the importance, of the fecond attempt by Oleg

the guardian of the fons of Ruric *\ A ftrong barrier of arms and

fortifications defended the Bofphorus : they were eluded by the ufual

expedient of drawing the boats over the ifthmus ; and this fimple

operation is defcribed in the national chronicles, as if the Ruffian

The third, fleet had failed over dry land with a briik and favourable gale. The
•94'•

leader of the third armament, Igor, the fon of Ruric, had chofen

a moment of weaknefs and decay, when the naval powers of the

empire were employed agalnft the Saracens. But if courage be not

wanting, the initruments of defence are feldom deficient. Fifteen

broken and decayed gallies were boldly launched againft the enemy

;

but inftead of the fingle tube of Greek fire ufually planted on the

proAv, the fides and ftern of each veiTel were abundantly fupplied

with that liquid combuftible. The engineers were dextrous; the

weather was propitious ; many thoufand Ruffians, who chofe rather

to be drowned than burnt, leaped into the fea ; and thofe who

el'caped to the Thracian ihore were inhumanly flaughtered by the

'"^ When Photius wrote his encyclic epiftle Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 551. Zonaras, torn. ii.

on the converfion of the Ruffians, the miracle p. 162.

was not yet fufficiently ripe; he reproaches the "^* See Neilor and Nicon, in Leveque's

nation as Ei;/./ xai(»!^»3 i-uTEfa; Hift. do Rullie, tom. i. p. 74— 80. Katona
rx.T%u,tr.y. (Hift. Ducum, p. 75— yg.) ufes his advan-

*' Lea Grammaticus, p. 463, 464. Con- tage to difprove this Ruffian viftory, which
ftantini Continuator, in Script, poll Theo- would cloud the iiege of Klow by the Hun-
phanem, p. 121, IZ2. Symeon Logothet. garians.

p. 445, 446. Georg. Monach. p. 5J5, 536.

7 pealants
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peafants and foldiers. Yet one third of the canoes efcaped hito flial- C P.

low water ; and the next fpring Igor was again prepared to re- « -.- _j

trieve his difgrace and claim his revenge '^ After a long peace, Ja- ^''^ fourth,

roflaus, the great-grandfon of Igor, refumed the fame projed of a

naval invafion. A fleet, under the command of his fon, was re-

pulfed at the entrance of the Bofphorus by the fame artificial flames.

But in the raihnefs of purfuit the vanguard of the Greeks was en-

compafled by an irrefiflible multitude of boats and men ; their pro-

vifion of fire was probably exhaufted ; and twenty-four galHes were

either taken, funk, or deftroyed '

Yet the threats or calamities of a Rufluin war were more fre- Negodationj

quently diverted by treaty than by arms. In thefe naval hoftilities, phecy.

every diiiidvantage was on the fide of the Greeks : their favage

enemy afforded no mercy ; his poverty promifed no fpoil ; his im-

penetrable retreat deprived the conqueror of the hopes of revenue •

and the pride or weaknefs of empire indulged an opinion, that no

honour could be gained or loft in the intercourfe with Barbarians.

At firft their demands were high and inadmiffible, three pounds of

gold for each foldier or mariner of the fleet: the Ruffian youth ad-

hered to the defign of conquefl: and glory; but the counfels of mo-
deration were recommended by the hoary fages. " Be content

"

they faid, " with the liberal offers of Ca^far; is it not far better to

" obtain without a combat, the pofieiTion of gold, filver, filks, and
" all the objeds of our defires ? Are we fure of vidory ? Can wc
" conclude a treaty with the fea ? We do not tread on the land ; we
*' float on the abyfs of water, and a common death hangs over our

" Leo Grammaticus, p. 505, 507. Incert. refts the vain exaggeration of the Greeks.
Contin. p. 263, 264. Symeon Logothet. *+ I can only appeal to Cedrenus (torn. ii.

p. 490, 491. George Monach. p. 588, 5S9. p. 758, 759.) and Zonaras (torn. ii. p. 253,
Cedren. torn. ii. p. 629. Zonaras, torn. ii. 254.); but they grow more weighty and

p. 190, 191. and Liutprand, 1. v. c. 6. who credible as they draw near to their own
writes from the narratives of his father-in-law, times,

then ambsflador at Conllantinople, and cor-

Vol. V. 4 D " heads."
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^
^v*

^' " heads*'." The memory of thefe Ardllc fleets that feemed to defcend

U...-V—x/ from the Polar circle, left a deep impreffion of terror on the Imperial

city. By the vulgar of every rank, it was aiTerted and believed, that

an equeftrian ilatue in the fquare of Taurus, was fecretly infcribed with

a prophecy, how the Ruffians, in the laft days, ihould become mailers

of Confl;atinopIe*^ In our own time, a Ruffian armament, inftead

of failing from the Boryfthenes, has circumnavigated the continent of

Europe ; and the Turkifli capital has been threatened by a fquadrou

of ftrong and lofty ihips of war, each of which, with its naval fcience

and thundering artillery, could have funk or fcattered an hundred ca-

noes fuch as thofe of their anceftors. Perhaps the prefent generation

may yet behold the accompliihment of the prediction, ofa rare predic-

tion, of which the ftyle is unambiguous and the date unqueftionable.

Reign of By land the Ruffians were lefs formidable than by fea ; and as

*^

A°. D?' they fought for the moft part on foot, their irregular legions muft

955—973• often have been broken and overthrown by the cavalry of the

Scythian hords. Yet their growing towns, however flight and

imperfed, prefented a ihelter to the fubjedt and a barrier to the

enemy : the monarchy of Kiow, till a fatal partition, afllimed the

dominion of the North ; and the nations from the Volga to the Da-

nube were fubdued or repelled by the arms of Swatoflaus '', the fon

of Igor, the fon of Oleg, the fon of Ruric. The vigour of his

mind and body was fortified by the hardihips of a military and fa-

vage life. AVrapt in a bear-flcin, Swatoflaus ufually flept on the

ground, his head reclining on a faddle ; his diet was coarfe and fru-

^1 Nefior, apud Levefque, Hift. de Ruflie, duri. Imp. Orient, torn. i. p. 17, 18.), who
tom.i. P• 87. lived about the year ijoo. They witnefs

" This brazen ft.itue, which had been the belief of the prophecy ; the reft is imma-
brought from Antioch, and was melted down terial.

by the Latins, was fuppofed to reprefent either '' The life of Swatoflaus, or Sviatoflaf, or

Joiliua or Bellcrophon, an odd dilemma. Sphendofthlabus, is extraded from the Ruf-

ijee Nicetas Choniates (p. 413, 414.), Co- fian Chronicles by M. Levefque (Hift. de

dinus (de Originibus C. P. p. 24.), and the Ruffle, tom.i. p• 94— 107-)•

anonymous writer de Antiquitat. C. P. (Ban-

gal,
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gal, and, like the heroes of Homer ^\ his meat (it was often horfe-

fleih) was broiled or roafted on the coals. The exercife of war gave

ftability and difcipline to his army ; and it may be prefumed, that no

foldier was permitted to tranfcend the luxury of his chief. By an

embaffy from Nicephorus, the Greek emperor, he was moved to un-

dertake the conqueft of Bulgaria, and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds

of gold was laid at his feet to defray the expence, or reward the toils,

of the expedition. An army of fixty thoufand men was afiembled^and

embarked ; they failed from the Boryfthencs to the Danube ; their

landing was efFedled on the Mrefian ihcre ; and, after a iharp en-

counter, the fvvords of the Ruffians prevailed againft the arrows of

the Bulgarian horfe. The vanquiihed king funk into the grave ; his

children were made captive; and his dominions, as far as mount

Hasmus, were fubdued or ravaged by the northern invaders. But

inftead of relinquifliing his prey, and performing his engagements,

the Varangian prince was more difpofed to advance than to retire
;

and, had his ambition been crowned with fuccefs, the feat of empire

in that early period might have been transferred to a more temperate

and fruitful climate. Swatoflaus enjoyed and acknowledged the ad-

vantages of his new pofition, in which he could unite, by exchange

or rapine, the various produ£lions of the earth. By an eafy navi-

gation he might draw from Ruflla the native commodities of furs,

wax, and hydromel : Hungary fupplied him with a breed of horfes

and the fpoils of the Weil ; and Greece abounded with gold, filver,

and the foreign luxuries, which his poverty had afFefted to difdain.

The bands of Patzinacites, Chozars, and Turks, repaired to the

ftandard of vidlory ; and the ambaifador of Nicephorus betrayed his

** This refemblance may be clearly fcen the Greek verfes are harmonious, a dead

in the ninth book of the Iliad (205—221.), language can feldom appear lo^v or familiar;

in the minute detail of the cookery of Achilles, and at the diftance of two thoufand feven

By fuch a pidure, a modern epic poet would hundred years, we are amufed with the pri-

difgrace his work and difguft his reader ; but mitive manners of antiquity.

4 D 2 truft,
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C HA P. truft, aiTumed the purple, and promifed to ihare with his new allies

c_—v~—/ the treafures of the Eaftern world. From the banks of the Danube

the Ruffian prince purfued his march as far as Adrianople ; a formal

fummons to evacuate the Roman province Avas difmiiTed with con-

tempt ; and Swatoflaus fiercely replied, that Conftantinople might

foon expe£l; the prefence of an enemy and a mafter.

His defeat Nicephorus could no longer expel the mifchief which he had in-

nfirc«
" '' troduced ; but his throne and wife were inherited by John Zimifces*',

^_P• who, in a diminutive body, poiTeiTed the fpirit and abilities of an

hero. The firft vidiory of his lieutenants deprived the Ruffians of

their foreign allies, twenty thoufand of whom were either deilroyed

by the fvvord, or provoked to revolt, or tempted to defert. Thrace

was delivered, but feventy thoufand Barbarians were ftill in arms
;

and the legions that had been recalled from the new conquefts of

Syria, prepared, with the return of the fpring, to march under the

banners of a warlike prince, who declared himfelf the friend and

avenger of the injured Bulgaria. The paiTes of mount Hsemus had

been left unguarded ; they were inilantly occupied ; the Roman van-

guard was formed of the immortals (a proud imitation of the Per-

fian ftyle) ; the emperor led the main body of ten thoufand five hun-

dred foot ; and the reft of his forces followed in flow and cautious

array with the baggage and military engines. The firft exploit of

Zimifces v.'as the redudlion of Marcianapolis, or Perifthlaba '°, in two

*' This fingular epithet is derived from the city, ^iyx7,-ri *ai xzi x^yoLinr, fays Anna
Armenian language, and T^ifiio-x»? isinterpret- Comnena (Alexiad, 1. vii. p. 194.). From
edin Greek by ftajcixi^•/;;, or ftapxii^i;. As I its pofition between Mount Hsmus and the

profefs myfelfequally ignorant of //;•/ words. Lower Danube, it appears to fill the ground,

I may be indulged in the queillon in the play, or at leall the ilation, of Marcianopolis.
" Pray which of you is the interpreter? ' The fituation of Duroftolus, or Driftra, is

From the context, they feem to fignify Jdo- well known and confpicuous (Commerrt.

///// (Leo Diacon, 1. iv. MS. apud Du- Academ. Petropol. torn. ix. p. 415, 416.
cange, Glcflar. Grac. p. 1570.)• d'Anville, Geographic Ancienne, torn. i.

'" In the Sclavonic tongue, the name of p. 307. 311.)•

Perifthlaba implied the great or illullrious

3 days

;
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days : the trumpets founded ; the walls were fcaled ; eight thoufand chap.
five hundred Ruffians were put to the fword ; and the fons of the «-

—

^—-»

Bulgarian king were refcued from an ignominious prifon, and in-

vefted with a nominal diadem. After thefe repeated lofles, Swatoilaus

retired to the ilrong poft of Driftra, on the banks of the Danube,

and was purfued by an enemy who alternately employed the arms of

celerity and delay. The Byzantine gallies afcended the river ; the

legions completed a line of circumvallation ; and the Ruffian prince

was encompafTed, aifaulted, and famifhed, in the fortifications of the

camp and city. Many deeds of valour were performed ; feveral de-

fperate fallies were attempted ; nor was it till after a fiege of fixty-

flve days that Swatoflaus yielded to his adverfe fortune. The liberal

terms which he obtained announce the prudence of the vidlor, who
refpeded the valour, and apprehended the defpair, of an unconquered

mind. The great duke of Ruffia bound himfelf by folemn impre-

cations to relinquiih all hoftile defigns ; a fafe pafTage was opened

for his return ; the liberty of trade and navigation was reftored ; a

meaiure of corn was diflributed to each of his foldiers ; and the

allowance of twenty-two thoufand meafures attefts the lofs and the

remnant of the Barbarians. After a painful voyage, they again

reached the mouth of the Boryflhenes ; but their provifions were

exhaufled, the feafon was unfavourable ; they pafTed the winter on

the ice ; and, before they could profecute their march, Swatoflaus

was furprifed and opprefTed by the neighbouring tribes, v;ith whom
the Greeks entertained a perpetual and ufeful correfpondence ". Far

different was the return of Zimifces, who was received in his capital

like Camillus or Marius, the faviours of ancient Rome. But the

merit of the vidlory was attributed by the pious emperor to the

mother of God ; and the image of the Virgin Mary, with the

divine infiuit in her arms, was placed on a triumphal car, adorned

7' The political management of the Greeks, plained in the feven chapterSj de Admi-

more efpecislly with the Patzinacites, is ex- niftratione Imperii.

with
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Converfion

of Ruilia,

. D. 864.

C P. y/ii\i ii^Q fpo'ils of war and the enfigns of Bulgarian royalty. Zl-

«—.

—

J—J miices made his public entry on horfeback ; the diadem on his head,

a crown of laurel in his hand ; and Conftantinople was aftoniihed to

applaud the martial virtues cf her fovereign '\

Photius of Conftantinople, a patriarch whofe ambition w^as equal

to his curiofity, congratulates himfelf and the Greek church on the

converfion of the Ruffians ". Thofe fierce and bloody Barbarians

had been perfuaded by the voice of reafon and religion, to acknow-

ledge Jefus for their God, the Chriftian miffionaries for their teachers,

and the Romans for their friends and brethren. His triumph was

tranfient and premature. In the various fortune of their piratical

adventures, fome Ruffian chiefs might allow themfelves to be

ijjnnkled with the waters of baptifm ; and a Greek biihop with the

name of metropolitan, might adminifter the facraments in the church

of Kiow, to a congregation of ilaves and natives. But the feed of

the Gofpel was fown on a barren foil : many were the apoftates, the

converts were few ; and the baptifm of Olga may be fixed as the xra

of Ruffian Chriftianity'*. A female, perhaps of the bafeft origin,

who could revenge the death, and affiame the fceptre, of her hufband

Igor, muft have been endowed with thofe adlive virtues which

command the fear and obedience of Barbarians. In a moment of

foreign and domeftic peace, ihe iliiled from Kiow to Conftantinople;

Baptifm of and the emperor Conftantine Porphyrogenitus has defcribed with

A. d'. 955. minute diligence the ceremonial of her reception in his capital and

'* In the narrative of this war, Leo the

Deacon (apud Pagi, Critica, torn. iv. A. D.

968—973) is more authentic and circumftan-

tial than Cedrenus (torn. ii. p. 660—6S3.)

and Zonaras (torn. ii. p. 205— 214•)• Thefe

declaimers have multiplied to 308,000 and

330,000 men, thofe Ruffian forces, of whieh

the contemporary had given a moderate and
confiftent account.

" Phot. Epiftol. ii. N° 35. p. 5S. edit.

Montacut. It was unworthy of the learning

of th? editor to miftake the Ruffian nation,

TO 'Pi^;, for a kvar-cryof the Bulgarians; nor did

it become the enlightened patriarch to accufe

the Sclavonian idolaters >;.; .,-/: km ;«
|';. They were neither Greeks nor Atheifts.

'* M. Levefque has extradled, from old

chronicles and modern refearches, the moil

fatisfailory account of the religion of the Slavi,

and the converfion of Ruffia (Hift. de RuHie,

tom.i. p.35—54. 59. 92,93. 113— 121.124

—129. 148, 149, &c.).

palace.
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palace. The fteps, the titles, the falutations, the banquet, the pre- CHAP,
fents, were exquifitely adjufted, to gratify the vanity of the ftranger, ^ -.-'-

,_r

with due reverence to the fuperior majefty of the purple ". Iii the

facrament of baptifm, ihe received the venerable name of the em-

prefs Helena ; and her converfion might be preceded or followed by

her uncle, two interpreters, fixteen damfels, of an higher, and

eighteen of a lower rank, twenty-two domeftics or minifters, and

forty-four Ruffian merchants, who compofed the retinue of the great

princefs Olga. After her return to Kiow and Novogorod, flae firmly

perfifted in her new religion ; but her labours in the propagation of

the Gofpel were not crowned with fuccefs ; and both her family and

nation adhered with obftinacy or Indifference to the gods of their

fathers. Her fon Swatoflaus was apprehenfive of the fcorn an-d

ridicule of his companions ; and her grandfon Wolodomir devoted

his youthful zeal to multiply and decorate the monuments of an-

cient woriliip. The favage deities of the North were ftill propiti-

ated with human facrifices : in the choice of the vidim, a citizen

was preferred to a ftranger, a Chriftian to an idolater 5 and the fa-

ther, who defended his fon from the facerdotal knife, was involved

in the fame doom by the rage of a flmatic tumult. Yet the lefTons

and example of the pious Olga had made a deep, though fecret, im-

preffion on the minds of the prince and people : the Greek mif-

fionaries continued to preach, to difpute, and to baptife ; and the

ambaffadors or merchants of Ruffia compared the idolatry of the

woods with the elegant fuperftition of Conftantinople. They had

gazed with admiration on the dome of St, Sophia ; the lively pic-

tures of faints and martyrs, the riches of the altar, the number and

veftments of the priefts, the pomp and order of the ceremonies
;

they were edified by the alternate fucceffion of devout filence and

" See theCeremonialeAuIssByzant. torn. ii. rowed the title of an Athenian magiftrate,

c. 15. p. 343— 345•: the ^yle of Olga, or with a female termination, which would

Elga, is (:>£< '^. Fur the chief have aftoniihed the ear of Demcilhencs.

of Barbarians the Greeks whimilcally bor-

a harmonious
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C HA p. harmonious fong; nor was it difficult to perfuade them, that a choir

<

—

-^r-'—i of angels defcended each day from heaven to join in the devotion

of the Chriftians "\ But the converfion of AVolodomir was deter-

of Wolodo- mined or haftened by his defire of a Roman bride. At the fame

A.D, 988. time, and in the city of Cherfon, the rites of baptifm and marriage

were celebrated by the Chriftian pontiff: the city he reftored to the

emperor Bafil, the brother of his fpoufe ; but the brazen gates were

tranfported, as it is faid, to Novogorod, and eredted before the firft

church as a trophy of his vi£tory and faith ". At his defpotic com-

mand, Peroun, the god of thunder, whom he had fo long adored,

was dragged through the ilreets of Kiow ; and twelve fturdy Bar-

barians battered with clubs, the mifhapen image, which was en-

dignantly caft into the waters of the Boryfthenes. The edi<£l of

Wolodomir had proclaimed, that all who ihould refufe the rites of

baptifm would be treated as the enemies of God and their prince
;

and the rivers were inftantly filled with many thoufands of obedient

Ruffians, who acquiefced in the truth and excellence of a doQrine

which had been embraced by the great duke and his boyars. In

the next generation, the relics of paganifm were finally extirpated;

but as the two brothers of Wolodomir had died without baptifm,

their bones were taken from the grave, and fandified by an irregu-

lar and pofthumous facrament.

Chrirtianity In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries of the Chriftian sera,
of the North,

A.D. the reign of the gofpel and of the church, was extended over Bul-

garia, Hungary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, Sweden,

'* See an anonymous fragment publlihed velsintoRuflla, &c. vol. i. p.452 ); and quotes

by Banduri (Imperium Orientale, torn. ii. an infcription, which feems to juftify his opi-

p. 1 12, 1 13.), de Converfione RuiTorum. nion. The modern reader muft not confound

" Cherfon, or Corfun, is mentioned by this old Cherfon of the Tauric or Crirr.sean

llerberilein (apud Pagi, torn. iv. p. 56.) as peninfula with a new city of the fame name,

the place of Wolodomir's baptifm and mar- which hasarifen near the mouth oi the Boryf-

riage; and both the tradition and the gates thenes, and was lately honoured by the me-

are ftill prefe'ed at Novogorod. Yet an ob- morable interviewof theemprefsof Rudia with

ferving traveller trarfports the brazen gates the emperor of the Weft,

from Magdeburgh in Germany (Coxe's Tra-

Poland,

)— iioo.
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Poland, and Ruffia ". The triumphs of apoftolic zeal were re- CHAP.
LV.

peated in the iron age of Chriftianity ; and the northern and eaftern r

regions of Europe lubmitted to a religion, more different in theory

than in pradlice, from the worfliip of their native idols. A laudable

ambition excited the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to vlfit

the tents and huts of the Barbarians : poverty, hardlhips, and dan-

gers, were the lot of the firfl; miffionaries j their courage was adive

and patient ; their motive pure and meritorious ; their prefent re-

ward confifted in the teftimony of their confcience and the refpefl

of a grateful people ; but the fruitful harveft of their toils was in-

herited and enjoyed by the proud and wealthy prelates of fucceed-

ing times. The firft converfions were free and fpontaneous : an

holy life and an eloquent tongue were the only arms of the miffion-

aries ; but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were filenced by the

miracles and vifions of the ftrangers ; and the favourable temper of

the chiefs was accelerated by the didates of vanity and intereft. The

leaders of nations, who were faluted with the titles of kings and

faints ", held it lawful and pious to impofe the Catholic faith on

their fubjeds and neighbours : the coaft of the Baltic, from Holftein

to the gulf of Finland, was invaded under the ftandard of the crofs
;

and the reign of idolatry was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania

in the fourteenth century. Yet truth and candour muft acknow-

ledge, that the converfion of the North imparted many temporal

benefits both to the old and the new Chriftians. The rage of war
inherent to the human fpecies, could not be healed by the evan-

7« Confult the Latin text, or EnguITi ver- Greek workmandiip. It had been defigncd
fion, of Moftieim's excellent Hiftory of the for the duke of Poland; but the Poles, by
Church, under the firll head or ftdion of their own con feffion, were yet too barbarous
each of thefe centuries. to deferve an a„ge/ica/ ^nd a/o/?o//ca/ crown

79 In the year icoo, the ambaiTadors of (Katona, Hift. Critic. Regum Stirpis Ar-
St. Stephen received from pope tiiherter the padiana;, torn. i. p. 1— 20.).

title of king of Hungary, with a diadem of

Vol. V. 4 j^elic
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CHAP, gelic precepts of charity and peace ; and the ambition of Catholic

V - - __f princes has renewed in every age the calamities of hoftile conten-

tion. But the admiffion of the Barbarians into the pale of civil

and ecclefiaftical fociety delivered Europe from the depredations, by

fea and land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and the Ruffians,

who learned to fpare their brethren and cultivate their pofleffions "'.

The eftablifliment of law and order was promoted by the influence

of the clergy ; and the rudiments of ait and fcience were intro-

xiuced into the favage countries of the globe. The liberal piety

of the Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the moft ikilful of

the Greeks, to decorate the cities and inftrudl the inhabitants: the

dome and the paintings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the

churches of Kiow and Novogorod : the writings of the fathers were

tranflated into the Sclavonic idiom j and three hundred noble youths

were invited or compelled to attend the leffisns of the college of

Jaroilaus. It ihould appear that Ruffia might have derived an early

and rapid improvement from her peculiar connexion with the church

and ftate of Conftantlnople, which in that age fo juftly defpifed the

ignorance of the Latins. But the Byzantine nation was fervile,

folitary, and verging to an hafty decline : after the fall of Kiow,

the navigation of the Boryfthenes was forgotten ; the great princes

of Wolodomir and Mofcow were feparated from the fea and

Chriftendom ; and the divided monarchy was opprefled by the ig-

nominy and blindnefs of Tartar fervitude "'. The Sclavonic and

'" Linen to the exultations of Adam of edit. Elzeivir : a curious and original pro-

Bremen (A. D. 1080), of which the fub- fpei^ of the north of Europe, and the intro-

llance is agreeable to truth : Ecce ilia fero- duflion of Chriilianlty).

ciilima Danorum, &c. natio jamdudum *' The great princes removed in 1156

novit in Dei laudibus Alleluia relcnare from Kiow, which was ruined by the Tartars

Ecce populus ille piraticus fuis nunc in 1240. Mofcow became the feat of empire

finibus contenfus eft. Ecce patria horribilis in the xi\"' century. See the i" and ii*

fern per inacccHa propter cultuin idolcruro ... volumes of Levefque's Hiftory, and Mr.

pra?d!ca'.Ores veritatis ubique certatim ad- Coxe's Travels into the North, torn. i.

niiitii, &. &c. (de SituDanix, &c. p. 4c, 41. p. 241, &c.

^candina-
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Scandinavian kingdoms, which had been converted by the Latin CHAP,
miflionaries, were expofed, it is true, to the fpiritual jurifdidion and .

'

_f

temporal claims of the popes "^
; but they were united, ia language

and religious worihip, with each other, and with Rome ; they im-

bibed the free and generous fpirit of the European republic, and

gradually fliared the light of knowledge which arofe on the weftern

world.

** The ambaiTadors of St. Stephen had between the fanflity of the pope and the in-

ufed the reverential expreffions of regnum dependence of the crown (Katona, Hift,

tblatum, debitam obedieMiam, &c. which were Critica, torn. i. p. zo— 25. torn. ii. p. 304..

moft rigoroufly interpreted by Gregory VII.

;

3.^6. 360, &c.).

and the Hungarian Catholics are diftrefied

4 2
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CHAP. LVI.

The Saracens^ Franks^ and Greeks^ hi Italy.—Ftrfi

Adventures and Settle?nent of the Nortnans.—Cha-

raBer a?id Conquefis of Robert Guifcard^ Duke of

.,. Apulia.—Deliverance of Sicily by his Brother Roger.

—ViEiories of Robert over the Emperors of the

and Wefl.—Roger^ King of Sicily^ iiivades Africa

and Greece.— 'The Emperor Manuel Com?ienus.—
Wars of the Greeks and Normans.— Exti7iSlion of

the Norfnans.

CHAP.
LVI.

Conflift of

the Saracens,

Latins, and
Greeks, in

Italy,

A.D.
840—1017.

THE three great nations of the world, the Greeks, the Sara-

cens, and the Franks, encountered each other on the theatre

of Italy'. The fouthern provinces, which now compofe the king-

dom of Naples, were iubjedl, for the moft part, to the Lombard

dukes and princes of Beneventum "^
; fo powerful in war, that they

' For the general hiftory of Italy in the

ix"" and x'•" centuries, I may properly refer

to the v'*", vi'•", and vil'•' books of Sigonius

de Regno Italiae (in the fecond volume of his

works, Milan, 1732) ; the Annals of Baro-

nius, with the Criticifm of Pagi; the vii'''

and !'*" books of the liloria Civile del

^legro di Napoli of Giannone ; the vil'•' r.nd

viii''' volumes (the oftavo edition) of the

Annali d'ltalia of Muratori, and the '\fi

volume of the Abrege Chronologique of M.
de Saint Mark, a work which, under a fii-

perficial title, contains much genuine If-arti-

jng and induftry. But my long -ace uftomed

reader will give me credit for faying, that I

myfelf have afcended to the fountain-head,

as often as fuch afcent could be either pro-

fitable or poflible; and that I have diligently

turned over the originals in the firft voiumes

of Muratori's great colleftion of the Scrip-

tores Rerum Italicarum.

* Camillo Peliegrino, a learned Capuan of

the laft century, has illudrated the hiftory of
the dutchy of Beneventum, in his t«o books,

Hiftoria Principnm Longobardorum, in the

Scriptores of Muiatori, torn. ii. parsi. p. 221

— 345. and torn. v. p. 159 — 245.

checked
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checked for a moment the genius of Charlemagne ; fo liberal In

peace, that they maintained In their capital an academy of thirty-

two phllofophers and grammarians. The divifion of this flouriih-

ing ftate produced the rival principalities of Benevento, Salerno, and

Capua ; and the thoughtlefs ambition or revenge of the competi-

tors Invited the Saracens to the ruin of their common inheritance.

During a calamitous period of tw^o hundred years, Italy was ex-

pofed to a repetition of wounds, which the Invaders were not ca-

pable of healing by the union and tranquillity of a perfedl conqueft.

Their frequent and almoft annual fquadrons liTued from the port of

Palermo, and were entertained with too much Indulgence by the

Chriftlans of Naples : the more formidable fleets were prepared on

the African coaft ; and even the Arabs of Andalufia v/ere fometimes

tempted to affift or oppofe the Moflems of an adverfe fe£t. In the

revolution of human events, a new ambufcade was concealed In the

Caudine forks, the fields of Cannx were bedewed a fecond time

with the blood of the Africans, and the fovereign of Rome again

attacked or defended the walls of Capua and Tarentum. A colony

of Saracens had been planted at Barl, which commands the entrance

of jthe Adriatic Gulf; and their impartial depredations provoked the

refentment, and conciliated the union, of the two emperors. An
oiFenfive alliance was concluded between Bafil the Macedonian, the

firft of his race, and Lewis, the great-grandfon of Charlemagne ^

;

and each party fupplied the deficiencies of his aflOciate. It would

have been Imprudent in the Byzantine monarch to tranfport his fta-

tionary troops of Afia to an Italian campaign ; and the Latin arms

would have been infufficient, if bis fuperior navy had not occupied

the mouth of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Barl was inverted by the in-

fantry of the Franks, and by the cavalry and gallies of the Greeks
;

^ See Conftantin. Porphyrogen. de Thcir.atibus, 1. il. c. xi. in Vit. Bafil. c. ;;. p. i8i.,



58i THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, and, after a defence of four years, the Arabian emir fubmitted ta-

•^
' the clemency of Lewis, who commanded in perfon the operations

Conquefl of c > r "-.. • . i i i i • j i i

Bari, ~ oi the licge. This miportant conquelt had been atchieved by the

'' concord of the Eaft and Weft; but their recent amity was foon

embittered by the mutual complaints of jealoufy and pride. The

Greeks aflumed as their own the merit of the conqueft and the

pomp of the triumph ; extolled the greatnefs of their powers, and

afFedled to deride the intemperance and floth of the handful of Bar-

barians who appeared under the banners of the Carlovingian prince.

His reply is expreifed with the eloquence of indignation and truth :

*' We cdnfefs the magnitude of your preparations," fays the great-

grandfon of Charlemagne. " Your armies were indeed as nume-

" reus as a cloud of fummer locufts, who darken the day, flap their

" wings, and, after a ihort flight, tumble weary and breathlefs to the

*' ground. Like them, ye funk after a feeble eiFort
;
ye were van-

*' quiihed by your own cowardice ; and withdrew from the fcene

*' of a£lion to injure and defpoil our Chriftian fubjedts of the Scla-

" vonian coaft. We were few in number, and why were \ve few ?

" becaufe, after a tedious expedtation of your arrival, I had dif.

" mifl'ed my hoft, and retained only a chofen band of warriors to

" continue the blockade of the city. If they indulged their hof-

" pitable feafts in the face of danger and death, did thefc feafts abate

" the vigour of their enterprife ? Is it by your fafting that the

" walls of Bari have been overturned ? Did not thefe valiant Franks,

" diminiflied as they were by languor and fatigue, intercept and

" vanquiili the three moft powerful emirs of the Saracens ? and did

" not their defeat precipitate the fall of the city ? Bari is now fallen ;

" Tarentum trembles; Calabria will be delivered; and, if we com-

" mand the fea, the ifland of Sicily may be refcued from the hands

" of the infidels. My brother (a name moft ofienfive to the vanity

4 "ef
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** of the Greek), accelerate your naval fuccoiirs, refpe£t your allies, t^ A P.

*• and diftrUil: your flatterers'*." 1 ,' _t

Thefe lofty hopes were foon extiogulilied by the death of Lewis, New pro-

and the decay of the Carlovingian houle ; and whoever might de- Greeks in"

ferve the honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil, and his fon Leo, fecured ^T^X^

the advantage, of the redu£lion of Bari. The Italians of Apulia

and Calabria were perfuaded or compelled to acknowledge their fu-

premacy, and an ideal line from mount Garganus to the bay of

Salerno, leaves the far greater part of the kingdom of Naples under

the dominion of the Eailern empire. Beyond that liae, the dukes

or republics of Amalfi ^ and Naples, who had never forfeited their

voluntary allegiance, rejoiced in the neighbourhood of their lawful '

fovereign ; and Amalfi was enriched by fupplying Europe with the

produce and manufadures of Afia. But the Lombard princes of

Benevento, Salerno, and Capua *, were reluftantly torn from the

communion of the Latin world, and too often violated their oaths of

fervltude and tribute. The city of Bari rofe to dignity and wealth,

as the metropolis of the new theme or province of Lombardy ; the

title of patrician, and afterwards the fmgular name of Catapan \ was

afligned to the fupreme governor ; and the policy both of the church

The original epiille of the emperor grino (Script Rer.Ital.tom.ii. parsi. p. 285.)

Lewis II. to the emperor Baft!, a curious re- has nicely difcerned this change in the

cord of the age, was firft publilhed by Baro- ftyle of the anonymous Chronicle. On the

rius (Annal.Ecclef. A.D. S71, N°5i—71.). rational ground of hillory and language,

from the Vatican MS. of Erchempert, or Liutprand (p. 480.) had aflerted the Ladii

ratlier of the anonymous hiiSorian of Salerno, claim to Apulia and Calabrip..

5 See an excellent diflertation rie Republica ^ See the Greek and Latin GloiTaries of

Amalphitana, in the Appendix (p. 1—42.) Oacange {.'.7•., caiapaausJ, and his notes

of Henry Brencmann's Hiftoria Pandeilarum on the Alexias (p. 275.). Againft the con-

(Trajefli ad Rhenum, 1722, in 4'°). temporary notion, which derives it from
° Your mailer, fays Nicephorus, has given ^ trrc.; juxta omne, he treats it as a corrup-

aid and proteftion principibJsCapuanoet Be- tion of the Latin capitatuus. Yet M. de

neventano, fervis meis, quos oppugn are dif- St. Marc has accurately obferved (Abrege

pono Nova (potius vota) res eft quod Chronologique, torn. ii. p. 924.). ihat in this

eorum patres et avi noftro Imperio tributa de- age the capitanei were not captains, but only

derunt (Liutprand, in Legat. p. 484.). Salerno nobles of the ;irlt rank, the great valvaifors

is not mentioned, yet the prince charged his of Italy,

party about the fame time, and Camillo Pelle-

aud
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CHAP, jind ftate was modelled in exa£l fubordination to the throne of Con-
LVI.

« y
' flantinople. As long as the fceptre was difputed by the princes of

Italy, their efforts were feeble and adverfe ; and the Greeks refifted

or eluded the forces of Germany, which defcended from the Alps

under the Imperial ftandard of the Othos. The firft and greateil

of thole Saxon princes was compelled to relinquifli the fiege of

Bari : the fecond, after the lofs of his ilouteil bifhops and barons,

Defeat of efcaped with honour from the bloody field of Crotona. On that

a!d. ok. ^^J ^^^ ^^^^^ °^ ""^^^ "^^^ turned againft the Franks by the valour of

the Saracens \ Thefe corfairs had indeed been driven by the Byzan-

tine fleets from the fortreiTes and coafts of Italy ; but a fenfe of in-,

tereft was more prevalent than fuperftition or refentment, and the

caliph of Egypt had ti^anfported forty thoufand Moflems to the aid

of his Chriftian ally. The fucceifors of Bafil amufed themfelves

with the belief, that the conqueft of Lombardy had been atchleved,

and was ilill preferved, by the juilice of their laws, the virtues of

their minifters, and the gratitude of a people whom they had refcued

from anarchy and oppreflion. A feries of rebellions might dart a ray

of truth into the palace of Conftantinople ; and the illufions of flat-

tery were difpelled by the eafy and rapid fuccefs of the Norman ad-

venturers.

Anecdotes. The revolution of human affairs had produced in Apulia and Ca-

labria, a melancholy contrail; between the age of Pythagoras and the

tenth century of the Chriftian .-Era. At the former period, the coail

of Great Greece (as it was then ftyled) was planted with free and

opulent cities : thefe cities were peopled with foldiers, artifts, and

philofophers ; and the military flrength of Tarentum, Sybaris, or

Crotona, was not inferior to that of a powerful kingdom. At the

* iia •!•» ^: '. C. XV. . 74••)• The little Chronicle of Be-

To.^ror i^vriyayi i'Mf (the Lombards), iieventum (tom. ii. pars i. p, 28c.) gives a

KM ayxtvota. xfr,a-uiiivo:, xcii kxcuoa-jj-ri xat xfr,ro- far different chara£ler of tlie Greeks during

tviTi Toif VfcrifX<.f».tvol•; ((/, xat the five years (A. D. 85I—8^6) that Lco
Ti)» waar,q ti -,-, » was mailer of the City.

aKKuv -,'/ ;(;a/-iiJoft£fis (Leon. Tailic.

fecond
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iecond iera, thefe once flourlihing provinces were clouded with ig- C H^ A P.

norance, impoveriihed by tyranny, and depopulated by Barbarian « , »

war ; nor can we feverely accuie the exaggeration of a contempo-

rary, ^hat a fair and ample diftrid was reduced to the fame defola-

tion which had covered the earth after the general deluge'. Among

the hoftilities of the Arabs, the Franks, and the Greeks, in .the

fouthern Italy, I ihall fele£l two or three anecdotes expreffive of their

national manners, i. It was the araufement of the Saracens to pro- A. D. 8;3.

fane, as well as to pillage, the monafteries and churches. At the

fiege of Salerno, a Mufulman chief fpread his couch on the com-

munion-table, and on that altar facrificed each night the virginity

of a Chriftian nun. As he wreftled with a reludlant maid, a beam

in the roof was accidentally or dextrouily thrown down on his

head ; and the death of the luilful emir was imputed to the wrath

of Chrift, which was at length awakened to the defence of his faith-

ful fpoufe '°. 2. The Saracens befieged the cities of Beneventum and A. D. 874,

Capua: after a vain appeal to the fucceflbrs of Charlemagne, the

Lombards implored the clemency and aid of the Greek emperor". A
fearlefs citizen dropt from the walls, pafled the intrenchments, ac-

compliihed his commiffion, and fell into the hands of the Barba-

rians, as he was returning with the welcome news. They com-

manded him to affift their enterprife, and deceive his countrymen

with the aiTurance that wealth and honours ihould be the reward

of his falfehood, and that his fincerity would be puniilied with im-

»CaIabriam adeunt,eamqueinterfedivifam deceived by a falfe title, and we can only

reperientes funditus depopulati funt (or de- quote the anonymous Chronicle of Salerno

popularunt), ita ut deferta fit velut in diluvio. (Paralipomena, c. no.), compofed towards

Such is the text of Hercmpert, or Erchem- the end of the x'*" century, and publifhed in

pert, according to the two editions of Ca- the iecond volume of Muratori's ColJeftion.

raccioli (Rer. Italic. Script, torn. v. p. 23.) See the DiiTcrtations of Camillo PeJlegrino

and of Camillo Pellegrino (torn. ii. pars i, (torn. ii. pars i. p. 231 —2, &c.).

p. 246.). Both were extremely fcarce, when " Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (in Vit.

they were reprinted by Muratori. Eafil. c. 58. p. 183.) is the eriginal author of
'" Baronius (Annal, Ecclef. A. D. 874, this ftory. He places it under the reigns of

N°2.) has drawn this ftory from a MS. of Bafil and Lewis II. ; yet the reduftionof Be-

Erchempert, who died at Capua only fifteen neventum by the Greeks is dated A. D. S91,

years after the event. But the cardinal was after the deceafe of both of thofe princes.

Vol. V. 4 F mediate
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C A P. mediate death. He aiFeded to yield, but as foon as he was

. —.- _ conduced within hearing of the Chriftians on the rampart, " Friends

" and brethren," he cried with a loud voice, " be bold and patient,

*' maintain the city
;
your fovereign is informed of your diftrefs,

" and your deliverers are at hand. I know my doom, and commit

" my wife and children to your gratitude." The rage of the Arabs

confirmed his evidence ; and the felf-devoted patriot was tran-

fpierced with an hundred fpears. He deferves to live in the me-

iriory of the virtuous, but the repetition of the fame ftory in ancient

and modern times, may fprinkle fome doubts on the reality of this

A. D. 930. generous deed'\ 3. The recital of the third incident may provoke a

fmile amidft the horrors of war. Theobald, marquis of Camerino

and Spoleto'^ fupported the rebels of Beneventum ; and his wanton

cruelty was not incompatible in that age with the charadler of an

hero. His captives of the Greek nation or party, w^ere caftrated

without mercy, and the outrage was aggravated by a cruel jeft, that

he wiihed to prefent the emperor with a fupply of eunuchs, the moll:

precious ornaments of the Byzantine court. The garrifon of a

caftle had been defeated in a fally, and the prifoners were fentenced

to the cuftomary operation. But the facrifice was diilurbed by the

intrufion of a frantic female, who, with bleeding cheeks, diihevelled

hair, and importunate clamours, compelled the marquis to liften to

her complaint. " Is it thus," ihe cried, " ye magnanimous heroes,

" that ye wage war againft women, againft women who have never

" injured ye, and whofe only arms are the diftaiFand the loom?"

'^ In the year 663, the fame tragedy is is the more heroic, as morefilence was required

defcribed by Paul the Deacon (de Geftis by the enemy who had made him prifoner

Langobard. 1. v. c.7, 8. p. 870, 871. edit. (Voltaire, Siede de Louis XV. c. 33. torn.

Grot.), under the walls of the fame city of ix. p. 172.).

Beneventum. But the a£lors are different, '^ Theobald, who is {[ylsii Nercs hy Liut-

and the guilt is imputed to the Greeks them- prand, was properly duke of Spoleto and

felves, which in the Byzantine edition is ap- marquisofCamerino,from theyear926tog35.

plied to the Saracens. In the late war in The title and office ofmarquis (commander of

Germany, M. d'Aifas, a French officer of the the march or frontier) was introduced into

regiment of Auvergne, is/aid 10 have devoted Italy by the French emperors ( Abrege Chro-

himfelf in a fimilar manner. His behaviour nologique, torn. ii. p. 645—732, &c ).

3 Theobald.
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Theobald denied the charge, and proiefted, that, fince the Amazons chap.
LVI.

he had never heard of a female war. " And how," ilie furioufly « -,-' _j

exclaimed, " can you attack us more diredlly, how can you wound
" us in a more vital part, than by robbing our hufbands of what wc
*' moil dearly cheriih, the fource of our joys and the hope of our

" pofterity ? The plunder of our flocks and herds I have endured
" without a murmur, but this fatal injury, this irreparable lofs, fub-
*' dues my patience, and calls aloud on the juitice of heaven and
" earth." A general laugh applauded her eloquence ; the favage

Franks, inacceflible to pity, were moved by her ridiculous, yet ra-

tional, defpair; and with the deliverance of the captives, ihe ob-

tained the reftitution of her eifeds. As ilie returned in triumph to

the caftle, ihe -was overtaken by a lueiTenger, to enquire, in the name
of Theobald, what puniihment ihould be inflided on her hufband

were he again taken in arms ? " Should fuch," ihe anfvvcred without

hefitation, " be his guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, and a nofe

" and hands, and feet. Thefe are his own, and thefe he may de-

** ferve to forfeit by his perfonal offences. But let my lord be pleafed

" to fpare what his little handmaid preiumes to claim as her peculiar

*' and lawful property'*."

The eilabliihment of the Normans in the kingdoms of Naples and Origin of the

S•
•! 15 • ^ ^• • •, • • 1 • . ,- Normans in

icily , is an event molt romantic in its origin, and in its confe- Italy,

quences moil important both to Italy and the Eailern empire. The ^'^' '^"''

'* Liutprand, Hift. l.iv. c. 4. in the Re- tinguiih the poem of William Appulus
rum Italic. Script, torn. i. parsi. p. 453, 45+. (p. 245—278 ) and the hiftory of Galfridus

Should the licentioufnefs of the tale be quef- (^/) Maiaterra (p. 537—607.). Both
tioned, I may exclaim, with poor Sterne, that were natives of France, but they wrote on
it is hard if I may not tranfcribe with caution, the fpot, in the age of the firll conquerors

what a biihop could write without fcruple (before A. D. noo), and with the fpirit of
What if I had tranflated, ut viris certetis freemen. It is needlefs to recapitulate the

tefticulos amputare, in quibus noilri corporis compilers and critics of Italian hillory, Sigo-

rcfocillatio, &c. r nius, Baronius, Pagi, Giannone, Muratori,
'5 The original monuments of the Nor- St. Marc, &c. whom I have always confuUed,

mans in Italy are collected in the v'^ volume and never copied,

of Muratori, and among thefe we may dif-

4 2 broken
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CHAP, broken provinces of the Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, were ex•»

^——V——' pofed to every invader, and every fea and land were invaded by the

adventurous fpirit of the Scandinavian pirates. After a long in-

dulgence of rapine and flaughter, a fair and ample territory was ac-

cepted, occupied, and named, by the Normans of France ; they re-

nounced their gods for the God of the Chriftians '*
; and the dukes

of Normandy acknowledged themfelves the vaffals of the fucceflbrs of

Charlemagne and Capet. The favage fiercenefs which they had

brought from the fnowy mountains of Norway, was refined, without

being corrupted, in a warmer climate ; the companions of Rollo in-

fenfibly mingled with the natives ; they imbibed the manners, lan-

guage '\ and gallantry,, of the French nation ; and, in a martial age,

the Normans might claim the palm of valour and glorious atchieve-

ments. Of the faihionable fuperftitions, they embraced with ardour

the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and the Holy Land. In this a£tive

devotion, their minds and bodies were invigorated by exercife

danger was the incentive, novelty the recompence : and the profpeil•

of the world was decorated by wonder, credulity, and ambitious-

hope. They confederated for their mutual defence ; and the robbers

of the Alps who had been allured by the garb of a pilgrim, were

often chaftifed by the arm of a warrior. In one of theie pious vifits

to the cavern of mount Garganus in ApuHa, which had been fanc-

tified by the apparition- of the archangel Michael", they were ac-

cofted

" Some of the fitft converts were baptifed tsl. Quem (Richard I.) confefdm pater

ten or twelve times, for the fake of the white Baiocas mittens Botoni militias fas principi

garment ufually given at this ceremony. At nutriendum tradidit, ut ibi lingua eruditus

the funeral of Rollo, the gifts to monafteries Danica fuis exterifque hominibus fciret aperte

for the repofe of his foul, were accompanied dare refponfa (Wilhelm. Gemeticenfis deDu-

by a facriiice of one hundred captives. Bat cibas Normannis, 1. iii. c 8. p. 623. edit.

in a generation or two, the nitiona! change Cambden). Of the vernacular and favourite

was pure and general. idiom of William the conqueror (A. D. 1035),
" The Daniih language was fiill fpoken Selden (Opera, torn. ii. p. 1640—1656.)

by the Normans of Bayeux on the fea-coaft, has given a fpecimen, obfolete and obfcure

at a time (A. D. 040) when it was already even to antiquarians and lawyers.

forgotten at Rouen, in the court and capi- »' See Leandro Albert! (Defcrizione d'lta-

lia.
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coiled by a ftranger in the Greek habit, but who foon revealed C a p.

. . LVI.
himfelf as a rebel, a fugitive, and a mortal foe of the Greek empire. > -.- _f

His name was Melo ; a noble citizen of Bari, who, after an unfuc-

cefsful revolt, was compelled to feek new allies and avengers of his

country. The bold appearance of the Normans revived his hopes

and folicited his confidence : they liftened to the complaints, and

ftill more to the promifes,-of the patriot. The aiTurance of wealth

demonftrated the juftice of his caufe; and they viewed as the inhe-

ritance of the brave, the fruitful land which was opprefled by effe-

minate tyrants. On their return to Normandy, they kindled a fpark

of enterprife ; and a fmall but intrepid band was freely aifociated
'

for the deliverance of Apulia. They paifed the Alps by feparate

roads, and in the difguife of pilgrims ; but in the neighbourhood of

Rome they were faluted by the chief of Ban, who fupplied the

more indigent with arms and horfes, and inftantly led them to the

field of adlion. In the firft confli(il, their valour prevailed j but in

the fecond engagement they were overwhelmed by the numbers and

military engines of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated with their•

faces to the enemy. The unfortunate Melo ended his life, a fup-

pliant at the court of Germany: his Norman followers, excluded ^

from their native and their promifed land, wandered among the

hills and vallies of Italy, and earned their daily fubfiftence by the

fword. . To that formidable fword, the princes of Capua, Beneven-

tum, Salerno, and Naples, alternately appealed in their domeftic

quarrels ; the fuperior fpirit and difcipline of the Normans gave vie- -

tory to the fide, which they efpoufed ; and their cautious policy ob-

ferved the balance of power, left the preponderance of any rival

ftate ihould render their aid lefs important and their fervice lefs

lia, p. 250.) and Baronius (A. D. 495, I. vi. p. 435, 436.), th; Catholics (on this

N^ 43 ). If the archangel inherited the occafion) have furpaiTsJ the Greeks in the

temple and oracle, perhaps the cavern, of old eleganc; of their fuperlHtion.

Calchas the foothfayer (Strab. Geograph,

profitable»
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^ ^ f
^- profitable. Their firft afylum was a ilrong camp in the depth of the

* V ' marlhes of Campania ; but they were foon endowed by the Ubera-

Uty of the duke of Naples with a more plentiful and permanent feat.

Foundation Eight miles from his refidence, as a bulwark againft Capua, the
of Averfa,

. .

A.D. 1029. town of Averfa was built and fortified for their ufe ; and they en-

joyed as their own, the corn and fruits, the meadows and groves, of

that fertile diftrid. The report of their fuccefs attracted every year

new fwarms of pilgrims and foldiers : the poor were urged by ne-

ceffity ; the rich were excited by hope j and the brave and adive

fpirits of Normandy were impatient of eafe and ambitious of re-

nown. The independent ftandard of Averfa afforded flaelter and

encouragement to the outlaws of the province, to every fugitive

who had efcaped from the injuftice or juftice of his fuperiors ; and

thefe foreign affociates were quickly afiimilitated in manners and

language to the Gallic colony. The firft leader of the Normans

was count Rainulf ; and in the origin of fociety, pre-eminence of

rank is the reward and the proof of fuperior merit ".

The Nor- Since the conqueft of Sicily by the Arabs, the Grecian emperors

In^skiiy7^ had been anxious to regain that valuable pofleiTion ; but their efforts,

A.D. 1038. }^owever ilrenuous, had been oppofed by the diftance and the fea.

Their coftly armaments, after a gleam of fuccefs, added new pages

of calamity and difgrace to the Byzantine annals : twenty thoufand

of their beft troops were loft in a fingle expedition ; and the vic-

torious Moflems derided the policy of a nation, which entrufted

eunuchs not only vi^ith the cuftody of their women but with the

command of their men ". After a reign of two hundred years, the

Saracens

'' See the 1" book of William A ppulus. Informant propria
; gens efficiatur ut una.

His words are applicable to every fwarm of And elfewhere, of the naii»e adventurers of

Barbarians and freebooters : Normandy:

Si vicinorum qui5/if?:;//i5/«j ad illos Pars parat exigu^e vel opes aderant quia

Confugiebat, eum gra'.antcr fulcipiebant nulhe.

iloribus et lingua quofcunque venire vide- Pars quia de magnis majora fubire volebant.

bant -" Liurprand in Lcgatione, p. 485. Pagi

has
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Saracens were ruined by their divifions ''. The emir difclaimed the C A P.

authority of the king of Tunis ; the people rofe againil the emir • f

the cities were ufurped by the chiefs j each meaner rebel was in-

dependent in his village or caftle ; and the weaker of two rival bro-

thers implored the friendihip of the Chriftians. In every fervice of

danger the Normans were prompt and ufeful ; and five hundred

knights^ or warriors on horfeback, were enrolled by Arduin, the

agent and interpreter of the Greeks, under the ftandard of Maniaces

governor of Lombardy. Before their landing, the brothers were

reconciled ; the union of Sicily and Africa was reftored ; and the

ifland was guard'ed to the watei-'s edge. The Normans led the van,

and the Arabs of Meffina felt the x'alour of an untried foe. In a

fecond adtion the emir of Syracufe was unhorfed and tranfpierced

by the iron arm of William of Hauteville. In a third engagement
'

his intrepid companions difeomfited the hoft of fixty thoufand Sa-

racens, and left the Greeks no more than the labour of the purfuit :.

a fplendid vidory ; but of which the pen of the hiftorian may di-

vide the merit with the lance of the Normans. It is, however, true-

that they eflentially promoted the fuccefs of Maniaces, who reduced

thirteen cities and the greater part of Sicily under the obedience of

the emperor. But his military fame was fullied by ingratitude and

tyranny. In the divifion of the fpoil, the deferts of his brave auxi-

liaries were forgotten ; and neither their avarice nor their pride

could brook this injurious treatment. They complained, by the

mouth of their interpreter : their complaint was difregarded • their

interpreter was fcourged ; the fufFerings were his ; the infult and re-

fentment belonged to thofc whofe fentiments he had delivered. Yet

they dlffembled till they had obtained^ or ftolen, a fafe paflage to the

has illuilrated this event from the MS. hiilory ^' See the Arabian Chronicle of Sicily,

of the deacon Leo (torn, iv. A. D. 965, apud Muratori Script. Rerum ItaL torn. i.

N°f7—19). p. 253.

Italiaai
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C HAP. Italian continent : their brethren of Averfa fympathifed in their in-

< ^—-/ dignation, and the province of Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of

quell of Apu- the debt". Above twenty years after the firft emigration, the Nor-

'^A D nians took the field with no more than feven hundred horfe and five

1040—1043. hundred foot ; and after the recall of the Byzantine legions ^^ from

the Sicilian war, their numbers are magnified to the amount of

threefcore thoufand men. Their herald propofed the option of battle

or retreat ;
" of battle," was the unanimous cry of the Normans ;

and one of their ftouteft warriors, with a ftroke of his fift, felled to

the ground the horfe of the Greek meffenger. He was difmifled

with a freih horfe ; the infult was concealed from the Imperial

troops ; but in two fucceflive -battles they were more fatally in-

ftruded of the prowefs of their adverfaries. In the plains of Cannse,

die Afiatics fled before the adventurers of France ; the duke of Lom-

bardy was made prifoner ; the Apulians acquiefced in a new do-

minion ; and the four places of.Bari, Otranto, Brundufium, and

Tarentum, were alone faved in the fhipwreck of the Grecian for-

tunes. From this sera we may date the eftabliihment of the Nor-

man power, which foon eclipfed the infant colony of Averfa.

Twelve counts ** were chofen by the popular fuffrage ; and age,

" TefFrey Malaterra, who relates the Sici- Elegere duces. Proveilis ad comitatum

lian war, and the conqueil of Apulia (1. i. His alii parent. Comitatus nomen honoris

C. 7, 8, g, 19.). The fame events are de- Quo donanturerat. Hi totas undique terras

fcribed by Cedrenus (torn. ii. p. 741—743. Divifere fibi, ni fors inimica repugnet

755' 75^ ) *"'^ Zonaras (torn. ii. p. 237, Singula proponunt loca quas contingere

238.); and the Greeks are fo hardened to forte

difgrace, that their narratives are impartial Cuique duci debent, et quarque tributa lo-

enough. corum.

'2 Cedrenus fpecifies the ray;*» of the Ob- And after fpeaking of IVlelphi, William Ap-

fequium (Phrygia), and the ftEfo; of the pulus adds,

Thracefians (Lydia ; confult Conftantine de Pro numero comitum bis fex fiatuere pla-

Thematibus, i. 3, 4. with Deliile's map)

4

teas

and afterwards names the Plfidians and Ly- Atque domus comitum totidem fabrican-

caonians, with the fcederati. tur in urbe.

* Omnes conveniunt et bis fex nobiliores Leo Oftienfis (1. ii. c. 67.) enumerates the

Quos genus et gravitas morum decorabat divifions of the Apulian cities, which it is

et a;tas, needlefs to repeat.

I birth,
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"birth, and merit, were the motives of their choice. The tributes of ^ HAP.
their pecuHar diftrids were appropriated to their ufe ; and each <

>,

'

»

count erefled a fortrefs in the midft of his lands, and at the head of

his vaiTals. In the centre of the province, the common habitation

of Melphi was referved as the metropolis and citadel of the republic

;

an houfe and feparate quarter was allotted to each of the twelve

counts ; and the national concerns were regulated by this military

fenate. The firft of his peers, their prefident and general, was en-

titled count of Apulia ; and this dignity was conferred on William

of the iron arm, who, in the language of the age, is ftyled a lion in

battle, a lamb in fociety, and an angel in council ''. The manners Charafler of

of his countrymen are fairly delineated by a contemporary and na-

tional hlilorian ""*. " The Normans," fays Malatcrra, " are a cun-

" ning and revengeful people ; eloquence and diffimulation appear

" to be their hereditary qualities : they can ftoop to flatter ; but un-

" lefs they are curbed by the reftraint of law, they indulge the

** licentioufnefs of nature and pailion. Their princes affedl the

" praife of popular munificence ; the people obferve the medium, or

*' rather blend the extremes, of avarice and prodigality; and, in

•' their eager thirft of wealth and dominion, they defpife whatever
*' they poflefs, and hope whatever they defire. Arms and horfes

" the luxury of drefs, the exercifes of hunting and hawking ''', are

" the delight of the Normans ; but, on prefling occafions, they can

*' Gulielm. Appulus, I, ii. c. 12. accord- munificum, afFabilem, morigeratom ulterlus

ing to the reference of Giannone (Irtoria fe habere diffidebant.

Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 31.), which I '* The gens aftutiflima, injuriarum nltrix

cannot verify in the original. The Apu- . . .
.
adulari fciens eloquentiis inferviens,

lian praifts indeed his 'validas ijira, probitas of Malaterra'(i. i. c. 3. p. 550.), are exprellive

animi, and -vMiia virtus; and declares, that of the popular and pro'verbial charafter cT

had he lived, no poet could have equalled the Normans.

his merits (1. i. p. 258. 1. ii. p. 259.). He *' The hunting and hawking more pro-

was bewailed by the Normans, quippe qui perly belong to the i/f/if^rt'^'»// of the Norwe-

tanti confilii virum (.'ays Malaterra, 1. i. gian failors; though they might import from

C. 12. p. 552.) tam armis ftrenuura, tarn fib! Norway and Iceland theiineftcafts of falcons.

Vol. V, 4 G « endure
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" endure with Incredible patience the inclemency of every climate,

" and the toil and abftinence of a military life
''^"

Oppreffionof The Normans of Apulia were feated on the verge of the two em-
Apulia,

A. D. 1046, pires ; and, according to the policy of the hour, they accepted the

inveftiture of their lands from the fovereigns of Germany or Con-

ftantinople. But the firmeft title of thefe adventurers was the right

of conqueft : they neither loved nor trufted ; they were neither

trufted nor beloved : the contempt of the princes was mixed with

fear, and the fear of the natives was mingled with hatred and re-

fentment. Every objedl of defire, an horfe, a woman, a garden,

tempted and gratified the rapacioufnefs of the ftrangers **
; and. the

avarice of their chiefs was only coloured by the more fpecious names

of ambition and glory. The twelve counts were fometimes joined

in a league of injuftice : in their domeftic quarrels they difputed the

fpoils of the people : the virtues of William were buried in hi&

grave ; and Drogo,^ his brother and fucceflbr, was better qualified to

lead the valour, than to reftrain the violence, of his peers. Under

the reign of Conftantine Monomachus, the policy, rather than be-

nevolence, of the Byzantine court attempted to relieve Italy from

this adherent mifchief, more grievous than a flight of Barbarians
^°

;;

and Argyrus, the fon of Melo, was inverted for this purpofe with

the moft lofty titles" and the moil ample csmmiflion. The memory

of
*' We may compare this portrait with that p. 259.) fays calmly of their accuferj Veris

of William of Malmibury (de Gellis Anglo- commifcens fallacia.

rum, 1. iii. p. loi, 102. )i who appreciates, ^° The policy of the Greeks, revolt of

like a philofophic hiilorian, the vices and Maniaces, &c. mull be collerted from Ce-

virtues of the Saxons and Normans. Erg- drenus (torn. ii. p. 757, 753.), William Ap-.

land was alluredly a gainer by the conqueft. pulus (l.i. p. 257, 25>i. ). ii. p. 259), and
'' The biographer of St. Leo IX. pours the two Chronicles of Ban, by Lupus Pro-

his holy venom on the Normans. Videns tofpata (Muratori, Script, Ital. torn. v. p.42,
indifciplinatam et alienam gentem Norman- 43, 44 ), and an anonymous writer (i\n:i-

norum, crudeli et inaudita. rabie et plufquam quitat. itali.;• medii /Evi, tom.i. p. 31—35.).

Pagana impietate adverfus ecclefias Dei in- This laft is a fragment of fome value,

furgere, paffim Chriftianos trucidare, &c. ^" Argyrus received, fays the anonymous

(Wibert, c. 6.) The honell Apulian (1. ii. Chronicle of Bari, imperial letters, Foede-

rat'js
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of his father mie;ht recommend him to the Normans ; and he had CHAP.
- . LVI.

already engaged their voluntary fervice to quell the revolt of Ma- « „ »

niaces, and to avenge their own and the public injury. It was the

defign of Conftantine to tranfplant this warlike colony from the

Italian provinces to the Perfian v^-^ar ; and the fon of Melo diftributed

among the chiefs the gold and manufadures of Greece, as the firil

fruits of the Imperial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the fenfe

and fpirit of the conquerors of Apulia : his gifts, or at leaft his

propofals, were rejeded ; and they unanimoufly refufed to relinquifli

their pofieffions and their hopes for the diftant profpedt of Afiatic

fortune. After the means of perfuafion had failed, Argyrus refolved League of

to compel or to deftroy : the Latin powers were folicited againft the the two em-

common enemy ; and an offenfive alliance was formed of the pope,
^"^

a', d.

and the two emperors of the Eaft and Weft. The throne of St.
'°49— ioS4•

Peter was occupied by Leo the ninth, a fimple faint '% of a temper

moft apt to deceive himfelf and the world, and whofe venerable

character would confecrate with the name of piety, the meafures

leaft compatible with the pradlice of religion. His humanity was

afFeded by the complaints, perhaps the calumnies, of an injured

people : the impious Normans had interrupted the payment of tithes

;

and the temporal fword might be lawfully uniheathed againft the

facrilegious robbers, who were deaf to the cenfures of the church»

As a German of noble birth and royal kindred, Leo had free accefs

to the court and confidence of the emperor Henry the third ; and

in fearch of arms and allies, his ardent zeal tranfported him from

Apulia to Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiber. During thefe hoftile

ratus at Patriciatus, et Catapani et Veilatus. with the paffions and prejudices of tlic age.

In his Annals, Muratorl (torn. viii. p. 426.) has been conipofed by Wibert, printed at

very properly reads, or interprets, Seveflattis, Paris, 1615, in oilavo, and fince inferted in

the title of Sebaltos or Auguilus. But in his the Colleftions of the Bollandifts, of Mabil-

Antiquities, Jie wai- taught by Ducange to Ion, and of Muratori. The public and pri-

make it a paladne ofiice, mailer of the ward- rate hiftory of that pope is diligently treated

««be. by IVI. de St. Marc (Abrege, torn. ii. p. 140
^* A Life of St. Leo IX. deeply tinged — 210. and p. 25—95. i"" column).

4 G 3 prepara-



SgS THE DECLINE AND FALL

Expedition

of pope
Leo IX.

again ft the

Normans,
A. D. 1053.

preparations, Argyrus indulged himfelf in the ufe of fecret and

guilty weapons : a crowd of Normans became the viilims of public

A. D. 105 1, or private revenge; and the valiant Drogo was murdered in a church.

But his fpirit lurvived in his brother Humphrey, the third count of

Apulia. The aiTaflins were chailifed ; and the Ion of Melo, over-

thrown and wounded, was driven from the field to hide his ihame

behind the walls of Bari, and to await the tardy fuccour of his

allies.

But the power of Conilantlne was diftraded by a Turkiih war

;

the mind of Henry was feeble and irrefolute ; and the pope, inftead

of repaifing the Alps with a German army, was accompanied only

by a guard of feven hundred Swabians and feme volunteers of Lor-

raine. In his long progrefs from Mantua to Beneventum, a vile

and promifcuous multitude of Italians was enlifted under the holy

ftandard": the prieft and the robber ilept in the fame tent; the

pikes and croiTes were intermingled in the front ; and the martial

faint repeated the leifons of his youth in the order of march, of

encampment, and of combat. The Normans of Apulia could

mufter in the field no more than three thoufand horfe, with an

handful of infantry : the defedlion of the natives intercepted their

provifions and retreat ; and their fpirit, incapable of fear, was

chilled for a moment by fuperftitious awe. On the hoftile approach

of Leo, they knelt without difgrace or reludlance before their fpi-

ritual father. But the pope was inexorable; his lofty Germans af-

feded to deride the diminutive ftature of their adverfaries ; and the

Normans were informed that death or exile was their only alterna-

tive. Flight they difdained, and, as many of them had been three

days without tailing food, they embraced the aiTurance of a more

eafy and honourable death. They climbed the hill of Civitella, de-

33 See the expedition of Leo IX. againft c. 13, 14, 15. p. 2,3.). They are impartial,

the Normans. See William Appulus (1. ii. as the national, is counterbalanced by the

jp. Z59

—

.) and Jeffrey Malaterra (1. i. cleiical, prejudice,

fcended
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fcended into the plain, and charged in three divifions the army of ^ A P.

the pope. On the left, and in the centre, Richard count of Averfa ^ -^—t

and Robert the famous Guifcard, attacked, broke, . routed, and andcaptivhy,

purfued the Italian multitudes, who fought without difcipline and

fled without ihame. A harder trial was referved for the valour of

count Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right wing. The
Germans'* have been defcribed as unikilful in the management of

the horfe and lance : but on foot they formed a ftrong and imnene-

trable phalanx; and neither man, nor fteed, nor armour, could re-

fift the weight of their long and two-handed fwords. After a fevere

conflict, they were encompafled by the fquadrons returning from

the purfuit ; and died in their ranks with the efteem of their foes,

and the fatisfadtion. of revenge. The gates of Civitella were ihut

againft the flying pope, and he was overtaken by the pious con-

querors, who kifled his feet to implore his bleflfmg and the abfo-

lution of their fmful vidory. The foldiers beheld in their enemy

and captive, the vicar of Chrifl: ; and, though we may fuppofe the

policy of the chiefs, it is probable that they were infedted by the

popular fuperftition. In the calm of retirement, the well-meaning

pope deplored the eiFufion of Chrifl:ian blood, which muft be im-

puted to his account : he felt, that he had been the author of fm

and fcandal ; and as his undertaking had failed, the indecency of his

military charader was univerfally condemned ". With thefe difpo-

fitions, he liitened to the offers of a beneficial treaty ; deferted an

alliance which he had preached as the caufe of God ; and ratified

2•'- Teutonici quia cxfaries et forma decorcs plaints are produced by M. de St.Mac (torn. ii.

Fecerat egregie proceri corporis illos p. zoo— 204.). As Peter Damianus, tlie

Corpora deridentNormannica qua; breviora oracle of the times, had denied the popes

Efle videbantur. the right of making war, the hermit (lugens

The verfes of the Apulian are commonly in eremi incola) is arraigned by the cardinal,

this ftrain, though he heats himfelf a little in and Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 1053,

the battle. Two of his fimilies from hawk- N° 10—17.) "i°'^ ftrenuouily ailerts the two
ing and forcery are defcriptive of manners. fwords of St. Peter.

•" Several refpeftable cenfures or com-

the
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C HA P. tT^e pail and future conquefts of the Normans. By whatever hands

^^

—

' ' they had been ufurped, the provinces of Apulia and Calabria were
Origin of the

papal inveiii- a part of the donation of Conftantine and the patrimony of St.
tures to the

i i i

Normans. Peter : the grant and the acceptance confirmed the mutual claims of

the pontiff and the adventurers. They promifed to fupport each other

with fpiritual and temporal arms ; a tribute or quit-rent of twelve-

pence was afterwards ftlpulated for every plough-land ; and fince

this memorable tranfaition, the kingdom of Naples has remained

above feven hundred years a fief of the Holy See ^^

Birth and The pedigree of Robert Guifcard" is varioufly deduced from the
charafter of

Robert Gui- pcafauts and the dukes of Normandy: from the peafants, by the

A. D. pride and ignorance of a Grecian princefs '' ; from the dukes, by the
1020—-JO 5. ignorance and flattery of the Italian fubjefts^'. His genuine defcent

may be afcribed to the fecond or middle order of private nobility *",

He fprang from a race of valvajfors or bannerets^ of the diocefe of

'* The origin and nature of the papal in- »? a^i»»,-. Anna Comnena was born in

veftitures are ably difcufled by Giannone the purple; yet her father was no more than

(Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 37—49. a private though illuArious fubjeft, who
57—66.) as a lawyer and antiquarian. Yet raifed himfelf to the empire,

he vainly ftrives to reconcile the duties of ^' Giannone (torn. ii. p. 2.) forgets all

patriot and catholic, adopts an empty dif- his original authors, and refts this princely

tindlion of " Ecclefia Romana non dedit fed defcent on the credit of Inveges, an Augulline
" accepit," and (brinks from an honeil but monk of Palermo in the laft century. They
dangerous confeflion of the truth. continue the fucceffion of dukes from RoIIo

3' The birth, charailer, and firft ailions to William II. the Baftard or Conqueror,

of Robert Guifcard, may be found in Jeffrey whom they hold (communemente fi tiene) to

Malaterra (1. i. c. 3, 4. 11. 16, 17, 18. 38, be the father of Tancred of Hauteville : a

39, 40), William Appulus (1. ii. p. 260

—

moft ftrange and ftupendous blunder! The
362.), William Gemeticenfis or of Jumieges fons of Tancred fought in Appulia, before

(I. xi. c. 30. p. 663, 664. edit. Cambden), Williamll. was three yearsold (A. D. 1037).

and Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1. i. p. 23— *" The judgment of Ducange is juft and

27. 1. vi. p. 165, 166.), with the annota- moderate: Certe humiiis fuit ac tenuis Ro-
tions of Ducange (Not. in Alexiad. p. 2iO— berti familia, fi ducalem et regium fpefte-

232 320.), who has fwept all the French mus apicem, ad quern poilea pervenit; qua
and Latin chronicles for fupplemental intelli- honefta tamen et prseter nobilium vulgarium

gence. Aatum et conditionem illuHris habita ell,

^' Po/ifl-ffTo; (a Greek corruption) arc; " quas nee humi reperet nee altum quid tu-

jj> NofftaiK,; yini, »» , ,/ " meret" (Wilhelm. Malmibur. de Gellis

again, watv mfifant, and elfe- Anglorum, 1, jii. p. 107. Not. ad Alexiad.

where (1. iv. p. 84.), «» 7>? vv.ia; xxi p. 230.).

4 Coutances,
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Coutances, in the lower Normandy: the caftle of Hauteville was CHAP,
their honourable feat j his father Tancred was confpicuous in the ——^

court and army of the duke ; and his military fervice was furniflied

by ten foldiers or knights. Two marriages, of a rank not unworthy

of his own, made him the father of twelve Ions, who were educated

at home by the impartial tenderneis of his fecond wife. But a nar-

row patrimony was infufficient for this numerous and daring pro-

geny ; they faw around the neighbourhood the mifchiefs of poverty-

and difcord,^ and refolved to feek in foreign w^ars a more glorious

inheritance. Two only remained to perpetuate the race, and cherifli

their father's age : their ten brothers, as they fucceifively attained

the vigour of manhood, departed from the caftle, paiTed the Alps,

and joined the Apulian camp of the Normans. The elder were

prompted by natiA'e fpirit ; their fuccefs encouraged their younger

brethren ; and the three firfl; in feniority, William, Drogo, and

Humphrey, deferved to be the chiefs of their nation and the founders

of the new republic. Robert was the eldeft of the feven fons of

the fecond marriage ; and even the reludlant praife of his foes has

endowed him with the heroic qualities of a foldier and a ftatefman.

His lofty ftature furpaiTed the talleft of his army : his limbs were

caft in the true proportion of ftrength and gracefulnefs ; and to the

decline of life, he maintained the patient vigour of health and the

commanding dignity of his form. His complexion was ruddy, his

ilioulders were broad, his hair and beard were long and of a flaxen

colour, his eyes fparkled with fire, and his voice, like that of Achilles,

could imprefs obedience and terror amidft the tumult of battle. In

the ruder ages of chivahy, fuch qualifications are not below the

notice of the poet or hiftorian : they may obferve that Robert,

at once, and with, equal dexterity, could wield in the right-hand

his fword, his lance in the left; that in the battle of Civltella, he

was thrice unhorfed j and that in the clofe of that memorable day

he
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CHAP, lie was adjudged to have borne away the prize of valour from the

t—/ ' ^varrlors of tlie two armies*'. His boundlefs ambition was founded on

the confcioufnefs of fuperior worth : in the purfuit of greatnefs, he

was never arrefted by the fcruples of juftice, and feldom moved by

the feelings of humanity : though not Infenfible of fame, the choice

of open or clandeiline means was determined only by his prefent

advantage. The furname of Guifcard*" was applied to this mailer

of political wifdom, which is too often confounded with the prac-

tice of diffimulation and deceit ; and Robert is praifed by the Apu-

lian poet for excelling the cunning of Ulyifes and the eloquence

of Cicero. Yet thefe arts were difguifed by an appearance of mili-

tary franknefs : in his higheft fortune, he was accefllble and cour-

teous to his fellow-foldiers ; and while he indulged the prejudices

of his new fubjedls, he aifefted in his drefs and manners to main-_

tain the ancient faihion of his country. He grafped with a rapa-

cious, that he might diftribute with a liberal, hand : his primitive

indigence had taught the habits of frugality ; the gain of a merchant

was not below his attention ; and his prifoners were tortured with

flow and unfeeling cruelty to force a difcovery of their fecret trea-

fure. According to the Greeks, he departed from Normandy with

only five followers on horfeback and thirty on foot
;
yet even this

allowance appears too bountiful j the fixth fon of Tancred of Haute-

ville pafled the Alps as a pilgrim ; and his firil military band was

I

*' I fhall quote with pleafure fome of the

beil lines of the Apulian (1. ii. p. 270.) :

Pugnat utraque manu, nee lancea cafl'a,

nee enfis

CaiTus erat, quocunque manu deducere vel-

let.

Ter dejeftus equo, ter viribus ipfe re-

fumptis

Major in arma redit: ilimulos furor ipfe

miniilrat.

Ut Leo cum frendens, &c.

Nullus in hocbello ficuii port bella proba-

tum eft

Viflor vel viftus, tam magnos edidit i£lus.

** The Norman writers and editors moft

converfant with their own idiom, interpret

Guifcard or Wifcard, by Callidus, a cunning

man. The root (ivi/ej is familiar to our

ear; and in the old word Wifeacre, I can

difcern fomething of a firailar fenfe and ter-

mination. T»» \vy/y Tnx'HfyorciTu•; , IS nO bad

tranflation of the furname and charaiiler of

Robert.

levied
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levied among the adventurers of Italy. His brothers and country- C II A P.

men had divided the fertile lands of Apulia ; but they guarded their « ^——

'

ihares with the jealoufy of avarice : the afpirlng youth was driven

forwards to the mountains of Calabria, and la his firfh exploits againfl

t^.ie Greeks and the natives, It is not eafy to difcrlmlnate the hero

from the robber. To furprife a caftle or a convent, to enfnarc a

wealthy citizen, to plunder the adjacent villages for neceffary food,

were the obfcare labours which formed and excrclfed the powers of

Ills mind and body. The volunteers of Normandy adhered to his

fiandard j and, under his command, the peafants of Calabria aiTumed

the name and character of Normans.

As the genius of Robert expanded with his fortune, he awakened ^^'^ amWdoa
. and fuccefs,

the jealoufy of his elder brother, by whom, in a tranfient quarrel, A. D.

his life was threatened and his liberty reftrained. After the death
'°^'+~'°''°•

of Humphrey, the tender age of his fons excluded them from the

command ; they were reduced to a private eftate by the ambition of

their guardian and uncle ; and Gulfcard was exalted on a buckler

and faluted count of Apulia and general of the republic. With au

encreafe of authority and of force, he refumed theconqueft of Calabria

and foon afpired to a rank that fliould raife him for ever above the

heads of his equals. I3y fome ads of rapine or facrilege, he had

incurred a papal excommunication: but Nicholas the fecond was
eafily perfuaded, that the divifions of friends could terminate only in

their mutual prejudice; that the Normans were the faithful cham-
pions of the Holy See ; and it was fafer to trufl: the alliance of a

prince than the caprice of an arlftocracy. A fynod of one hundred

bifnops was convened at Melphi ; and the count interrupted an im-
portant enterprlfe to guard the perfon and execute the decrees of

the Roman pontiff. His gratitude and policy conferred on Robert

and his poilerity, the ducal title"', with the inveftiture of Apulia,

*"• The acquifuion of the ducal tide by Muratori, and St. Marc, I have endea-
Robert Guifcard is a nice and obfcure bufi- voured to form a confiftent and probable nar-
nefs. With the good advice of Giannonc, rative.

Vol. V. 4 Calabria,
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CHAP. Calabria, and all the lands, both In Italy and Sicily, which his fword

<——..——< could refcue from the fchifmatic Greeks and the unbelieving Sara-

cens **. This apoftolic fandion might juilify his arms ; but the

obedience of a free and vidlorious people could not be transferred

without their confent ; and Guifcard diifembled his elevation till

the enfuing campaign had been illuftrated by the conqueft of Con-

fenza and Reggio. In the hour of triumph, he aiTembled hie

troops, and folicited the Normans to confirm by their fuiFrage the

JDuke of judgment of the vicar of Ghrift : the foldiers hailed with joyful ac-

A. D. ic6c. clamations their valiant duke ; and the counts, his former equals,

pronounced the oath of fidelity, with hollow fmlles and fecret in-

dignation. After this inauguration, Robert ftyled himfelf, " by the

" grace of God and St. Peter, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and here-

" after of Sicily ;" and it was the labour of twenty years to deferve

and reaUze thefe lofty appellations. Such tardy progrefs, in a narrow

fpace, may feem unworthy of the abilities of the chief and the fpiric

of the nation: but the Normans were few in number j their re-

fcources were fcanty ; their fervlce was voluntary and precarious.

The braveil defigns of the duke were fometimes oppofed by the

free voice of his parhament of barons : the twelve counts of po-

pular election, confpired againil his authority ; and againft their

pei-fi.dious uncle, the fons of Humphrey demanded juilice and re-

venge. By his policy and vigour, Guifcard difcovered their plots,

fupfi-efiied their rebeUions^ and puniQied the guilty with death or

exile: but in ihefe domeftic feuds, his years, and the nation.il ftrength,

were unprofitably confumed. After the defeat of his foreign ene-

mies, the Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, their broken forces re-

** Earonius (Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 1059, ratorl (Antiquit. medii iEvi, torn. v. p. 851

N'oc;.) has publidied the original aft. He —908.): and the names of Vatican and Car-

profeiTes to have copied it from ihe Liier C;n- dinal awaken the fufpicions of a proteftant,

jSsum, a Vatican MS. Yet a Liber Cenfiuun and even of a pbUofopher.

©f tlie u^y^ century, hits been printed by Mu-
treatcd
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treated to the ftrong and populous cities of the fea-coaft. They ex- chap.
celled in the arts of fortification and defence j the Normans were *-

—

v-'•
—

'

accuftomed to ferve on horfcback in the field, and their rude attempts

could only fucceed by the efforts of perfevering courage. The re-

fiftance of Salerno was maintained above eight months : the fiege or

blockade of Bari lafted near four years. In thefe adions the Nor-

man duke was the foremoil in every danger ; in every fatigue the

laft and moil patient. As he prefled the citadel of Salerno, an

huge ftone from the rampart fliattered one of his military engines

;

and by a fplinter he was wounded in the breaft. Before the gates

of Bari, he lodged in a miferable hut or barrack, compofed of dry

branches, and thatched with ftraw ; a perilous ftation, on all fides

open to the inclemency of the winter and the fpears of the enemy"'.

The Italian conqueils of Robert correfpond with the limits of the His ItaUan

prefent kingdom of Naples ; and the countries united by his arms ""'i"*^'^'•

have not been diiTevered by the revolutions of feven hundred years "*.

The monarchy has been compofed of the Greek provinces of Cala-

bria and Apulia, of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the republic

of Amalphi, and the inland dependencies of the large and ancient

duchy of Beneventum. Three diftrids only were exempted from

the common law of fubjeftion ; the firft for ever, and the two laft

till the middle of the fucceeding century. The city and immediate

territory of Benevento had been transferred, by gift or exchano-e

from the German emperor to the Roman pontiiF; and although this

holy land was fometimes invaded, the name of St. Peter was finally

more potent than the fword of the Normans. Their firft colony of

Averfa fubdued and held the ftate of Capua ; and her princes were

reduced to beg their bread before the palace of their fathers. The

"s Read the life of Guifcard in the fecond the xii provinces of the kingdom, are fairly

and third books of the Apulian, the firft and expofed by Giannor.e in the fecond volume
fecond books of Malaterra. of his Iftoria Civile, I. ix, x, xi. and 1. xvii.

•"* The conquefts of Robert Guifcard and p. 460—470. This modern divjiion was not

Roger I. the exemption of Benevento and eitabliihed before the time of Fredericll.

4 2 dukes
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dukes of Naples, the prefent metropolis, maintained the popular free-

dom, under the ihadow of the Byzantine empire. Among the new

acquifitions of Guifcard, the fcience of Salerno ""^, and the trade of

Amalphi "^, may detain for a moment the curiofity of the reader.

School of L Of the learned faculties, jurlfprudence implies the previous efta-
ualeino.

, ^
bliihmcnt oi laws and property; and theology may perhaps be

fuperfeded by the full light of religion and reafon. But the favage

and the fage mufl alike implore the aififtance of phyfic ; and, if our

difeafes are inflamed by luxury, the mifchiefs of blows and wounds

would be more frequent in the ruder ages of fociety. The treafures

of Grecian medicine had been communicated to the Arabian colo-

nies of Africa, Spain, and Sicily ; and in the intercourfe of peace

and war, a fpark of knowledge had been kindled and cheriihed at

Salerno, an illuflrious city, in which the men were honeft and the

women beautiful ". A fchool, the firft that arofe in the darknefs of

Europe, was confecrated to the healing art : the confcience of monks

and biihops was reconciled to that falutary and lucrative profeiTion
;

and a crowd of patients, of the moft eminent rank and moil diftant

climates, invited or vifited the phyficians of Salerno. They were

protedled by the Norman conquerors j and Guifcard, though bred ia

arms, could difcern the meint and value of a philofopher. After a

pilgrimage of thirty-nine years, Conftantine, an African Chriftian,

*' Giahnone (tom.ii. p. 119—1:7.), Mu- hundred and forty writers. Y"et he has for-

ratori (Antiquitat. medii ^vi, torn. iii. gotten two moll important pailiges of the

diflert. xliv. p. 93;, 936.). and Tirabofchi embafly of Liutprand (A. D. 969), which

(Iftoria deila Lettetura Italiana), have given compare the trade and navigation of Amal-

an hiHorical account of thefe phyficians ; their phi with that of Venice,

medical knowledge and practice muft be left "" Urbs Latii non eft hac delitiofior urbe,

to our phyficians. Frugibus arboribus vino redundat; et unde
•** At the end of the Hilloria Pandeilarum Non tibi poma, nuces, non pulchra palatia

of Henry Brencman (Trajefti ad Rhenum, defunt,

1722, in 4"'), the indefatigable author has Non fpecies muliebrls abeft probitafque

jnferted two diflertations, de Republic;! Amal- virorum.

phitana, and de Amalphi a Pifanis direpta, (Gulielmus Appulus, 1. iii. p. 2C7.)

which are built on the teHimonies of one

.15 returned
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returned from Bagdad, a mailer of the language and learning of the ^ i' \ P.

Arabians ; and Salerno was enriched by the pradice, the lellbns, and >
.

•

the writings, of the pupil of Avicenna. The fchool of medicine

has long ilept in the name of an univerfity ; but her precepts are

abridged in a firing of aphorifms, bound together iri the Leonine

verfes, or Latin rhymes, of the twelfth century ^\ . Seven miles Trade of
Amalphi.

to the weft of Salerno, and thn-ty to the iouth of Naples, the obfcure

town of Amalphi dlfplayed the power and rewards of induftry.

The land, however fertile, was of narrow extent ; but the fea v^as

acceiTible and open : the inhabitants firft aiTumed the ofiice of fupply-

ing the weftern world with the manufa£tures and produdions of the

Eaft ; and this ufsful traffic was the fource of their opulence and

freedom. The government was popular, under the adminiftration of

a duke and the fupremacy of the Greek emperor. Fifty thoufand

citizens were num.bered in the walls of Amalphi ; nor was any city

more abundantly provided with gold, filver, and the objeds of pre-

cious luxury. The mariners who fwarmed in her port excelled in

the theory and pradice of navigation and aftronomy j and the dif-

covcry of the compafs, which has opened the globe, is due to their

ingenuity or good fortune. Their trade was extended to the coafts,

OF at leaft to the commodities, of Africa, Arabia, and India ; and

their fettlements in Conftantinople, Antioch, Jerufalem, and Alex-

andria, acquired the privileges of independent colonies ". After

three

5" Muratori carries their antiquity above and Eaft (Muratori, Antiquitat. torn. iii.

the year (1066) of the death of Etlward the diiTert. :<I. p. 6Su—70S.).

Confeflbr, the rex Jnglcrum to whom they s' The defcription of Amalphi, by Wil-
are addreiled. Nor is this date aifefled by Ham the Apuiian (i. iii. p. 267.), contains

the opinion, or rather milJake, of Pafquier much truth and fome poetry; and the third

(Recherches de la France, 1. vii. c. 2.) and line may be applied to the Tailor's compafs :

Ducange (Gloflar. Latin.). The praftice of Nulla msgis lociiples argento, veflibus, aiiro

rhyming, as early as the vii"• century, was Partibus innumer'is: h;V:'plurimus urbe mo-
borrowed from the languages of the North ratur

Nauta
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CHAP, three hundred years of profperity, Amalphi was oppreiTed by the

*_—V—-/ arms of the Normans, and iiickcd by tlie jealoufy of Pifa ; but the

poverty of one thoufand fiiliermen is yet dignified by the remains

of an arfenal, a cathedral, and the palaces of royal merchants.

Conqueftof Roger, the twelfth and laft of the fons of Tancred, had been long

couiu Roger, detained in Normandy by his own and his father's age. He accepted

A^.
^^^ welcome fummons ; haftened to the Apulian camp ; and de-

ierved at fiirfl the efteem, and afterwards the envy, of his elder bro-

ther. Their valour and ambition were equal ; but the youth, the

beauty, the elegant manners, of Roger, engaged the difmterefted

love of the foldiers and people. So fcanty was his allowance, for

himfelf and forty followers, that he defcended from conqueft to

robbery, and from robbery to domeftic theft ; and fo loofe were the

notions of property, that, by his own hiftorian, at his fpecial com-

mand, he is accufed of ftealing horfes from a ftable at Melphi '%

His foirit emerged from poverty and difgrace : from thefe bafe

pradices he rofe to the merit and glory of a holy war ; and the in-

vailon of Sicily was feconded by the zeal and policy of his brother

Guifcard. After the retreat of the Greeks, the idolaters, a moil

audacious reproach of the Catholics, had retrieved their loiTes and

poiTefrions ; but the deliverance of the ifland, fo vainly undertaken

by the forces of the Eaftern empire, was atchieved by a fmall and

Nauta maris calique -vias apcrire peritus. ente adhuc viliora et reprehenfibilion diciuri

Hue et Alexandri diverfa feruntur ab urbe fumus ut pluribus patefcar, qua-n laboriofe

Regis, et Antiochi. Gens hsc freta plu- et cum quanta anguftia a profunda paupertate

rima tranfit. ad fumnium cuinien divitianini vel honoris

His Arabes, Indi, Siculi nafcuntur et Afri. attigerit. Such is the preface of Malaterra

llxz gens eft tctum prope nobilitata per (1. i. c.25.) to the horfe-ftealing. From the

orbem, moment (l.i. c. 19.) that he has mentioned

Et mercando ferens, et amans mercata re- his p?.cron Roger, the elder brother finks

ferre. into the fecond charafter. Something fimilar

'* Latfocinio armigerorum fuorum in mul- in Velleius Paterculiis may be obferved of .Au-

t'.s fuftentabatur, quod quidem ad ejus igno- guilus and Tiberius.

miiiiam non dicimus; fed ipfo ita pra;cipi-

private
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private band of adventurers ". In the firft attempt, Roger braved, ^ HAP.
in an open boat, the real and fabulous dangers of Scylla and Cha- ^—~j

rybdis ; landed with only fixty foldiers on a hoftile ihore ; drove the

Saracens to the gates of Meffina ; and fafely returned with the fpoils

of the adjacent country. In the fortrefs of Trani, his adlive and

patient courage were equally confpicuous. In his old age he related

with pleafure, that, by the diftrefs of the fiege, himfelf, and the

countefs his wife, had been reduced to a fmgle cloak or mantle,

which they wore alternately : that in a fally his horfe had been ilain,

and he vas dragged away by the Saracens ; but that he owed his

refcue to his good fword, and had retreated with his faddle on his

back, left the meaneft trophy might be left in the hands of the mif-

creants. In the fiege of Trani, three hundred Normans withftood

and repulfed the forces of the iiland. In the field of Ceramio, fifty

thoufand horfe and foot were overthrown by one hundred and thirty-

fix Chriftian foldiers, without reckoning St. George, who fought on

horfeback in the foremoft ranks. The captive banners, with four

camels, were referved for the fucceflbr of St. Peter ; and had thefe

Barbaric fpoils been expofed not in the Vatican, but in the Capitol,

they might have revived the memory of the Punic triumphs. Thefe

infufficient numbers of the Normans moft probably denote their

knights, the foldiers of honourable and equeftrian rank, each of

whom was attended by five or fix followers in the field ^*
;

yet, with-

the aid of this interpretation, and after every fair allowance on the

fide of valour, arms, and reputation, the difcomfiture of fo many

myriads will reduce the prudent reader to the alternative of a mi-

racle or a fable. The Arabs of Sicily derived a frequent and

'^ Duo fibi proficua deputans animx fcilicet an accurate fummary of the ch:ipter3 (p. 544
et corporis fi terram Idolii dedltam ad cultum — 546.)•

tliviriLm revocaret (Gaifrid Malaterra, 1. ii. ^* See the word ///, in ths Latin Glof-

c. 1.). The conqueft of Sicily is related in fary of Ducange.

the tliree laA books, and he himlelf has given

16 powerful
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C A P. powerful fuccour from ihelr countrymen of Africa : in the fiege of

u—.- _' Palermo, the Norman cavalry was afiifted by the gallles of Pifa

;

and, in the hour of adion, the envy of the two brothers was

fublimed to a generous and invincible emulation. After a war of

thirty years ^\ Roger, with the title of great count, obtained the

fovereignty of the largeft and moil fruitful ifland of the Mediter-

ranean ; and his adminiftration difplays a liberal and enlightened

mind aboA^e the limits of his age and education. The Ivloflems

were maintained in the free enjoyment of their religion and pro-

perty
^^

: a phllofopher and phyfician of Mazara, of the race of Ma-

homet, harangued the conqueror, and was invited to court ; his

geography of the feven climates %vas tranflated into Latin ; and

Roger, after a diligent perufal, preferred the work of the Arabian to

the writings of the Grecian Ptolemy ". A remnant of Chriftian na-

tives had promoted the fuccefs of the Normans : they were rewarded

by the triumph of the Crofs. The ifland w^as reftored to the jurif-

didion of the Roman pontiff; new biihops were planted in the

principal cities ; and the clergy Avas fatisfied by a liberal endowment

of churches a'nd monafteries. Yet the Catholic hero aiferted the

rights of the civil raagiftrate. Inftead of refigning the invefliture of

5' Of odd particulars, I learn from Mala- 57 joi,n Lgg ^fer^ deMedicis et Philofophis

terra, that the Arabs had introduced into Arabibus, c. 14. apud Fabric. Bibliot. Gra:-c.

Eicily the ufe of camels (1. i. c. 33.) and of torn. xiii. p. 278, 279. This philofopher is

carrier-pigeons (c. 42); and that the bile named Efleriph Eflachalli, and he died in

of the tarantula provokes a windy difpofition, Africa, A. H. 516. A. D. 1122. Yet this

qus per anum inhonefte crepitando einergit: ftory bears a Urange refemblance to the Sherif

a fymptom moft ridiculoufly fi:lt by the tthole al Edriili, who prefented his book (Geogra-

Norman army in their camp near Palermo phia Nubienfis, fee preface, p. 88. 90.

(c.36.). Ifhal!.. dan etymology not unworthy 170) to Roger king of Sicily, A.H. 548.

of the xi'*' ctMury: Mcjfana is derived from A. D. 1153 (d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Ori-

JliiZ?i,thep!acefrom whence the harveilsof the entale, p. 786. Prideaux's Life of Mahomet,

ifle werefent in tribute to Rome (1. ii. c. I.)• P- •88. Petit de la Croix, Hift. de Gergifcan,

56 See the capitulation of Palermo in Ma- p. 535, 536. Cafiri, Bibliot. Arab. Hifpan.

laterra, 1. ii c. 45. and Giannone, who re- tom. ii. p. 9— 13.); and 1 am afraid of fome

marks the general toleration of the Saracens miilake.

(torn, ii• p• 72•)•

benefices.
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benefices, he dextroufly applied to his own profit the papal claims :
chap.

the fupremacy of the crown was fecured and enlarged, by the fin- ' ,—'

gular bull which declares the princes of Sicily hereditary and perpe-

tual legates of the Holy See ".

To Robert Guifcard, the conquefl: of Sicily was more glorious Robert !n-

than beneficial : the pofl^fllon of Apulia and Calabria was inadequate Eaftern em-

to his ambition ; and he refolved to embrace or create the firft oc- ^a/d. ioSi.

cafion of invading, perhaps of fubduing, the Roman empire of the

Eaft ". From his firft wife, the partner of his humble fortunes, he

had been divorced under the pretence of confanguinity ; and her

fon Bohemond was deilined to imitate, rather than to fucceed, his

illuftrious father. The fecond wife of Guifcard was the daughter of

the princes of Salerno ; the Lombards acquiefced in the lineal fuc-

ceffion of their fon Roger ; their five daughters were given in honour-

able nuptials "", and one of them was betrothed in a tender age, to

Conftantine, a beautiful youth, the fon and heir of the emperor

Michael*'. But the throne of Confl:antinople was iliaken by a re-

volution : the Imperial family of Ducas was confined to the palace

or the cloifter ; and Robert deplored, and refented, the difgrace of

his daughter and the expulfion of his ally. A Greek, who ilyled him-

" Malaterra remarks the foundation of tlie fon of Azzo, or Axo, a marquis of Lombardy,
biihoprics (l.iv. c. 7.), and produces the ori- rich, powerful, and noi/e (Gulielm. Appul.

ginal of the bull (1. iv. c. 29.). Giannone 1. iii• p. 267.). in the xi••" century, and whofe

gives a rational idea of this privilege, and anceilors in the x''' and ix'*" are explored by

the tribunal of the monarchy of Sicily (tom.ii. the critical induftry of Leibnitz and Muratori.

p. 9;— 102.) ; and St. Marc (Abrege, torn. iii. From the two elder fons of themarquis Azzo,

p. 217— 30!. i" column) labours the cafe are derived the illuftrious lines of Brunfwick

with the diligence of a Sicilian lawyer. and Eile. See Muratori, Antichita Eftenfe.

59 In the firft expedition of Robert againft 6" Anna Comnena, fomewhat too wan-
the Greek;, I follow Anna Comnena (the tonly, praifes and bewails that handfome
i'', iii", iv'", and v"» books of the Alexiad), boy, who, after the rupture of his baroaric
William Appulus (1. iv'h and v"', p. 27c— nuptials (I. i. p. 23.), was betrothed as her

275.), and Jeffrey Malaterra (I. iii. c. 13, huftiand; he was ccya?.».^ .... ,^•,
«4• 24—^9• 39•)• Their information is con- ^. ^putr» -,, ampfoyi, &c. (p. 27.).
temporary and authentic, but none of them Elfewhere, ihe defcribes the red and white of
wereeye-witneiTes of the war. his ikin, his hawk's eyes, &c. 1. iii. p. 71.

'° One of them was married to Hugh, the

Vol. V. 4

1

felf
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CHAP. {q\£ tije father of Conftantine, foon appeared at Salerno, and related the

t_

—

^-—' adventures of his fall and flight. That unfortunate friend was acknow-

ledged by the duke, and adorned with the pomp and titles of Imperial

dignity : in his triumphal progrefs through Apulia and Calabria, Mi-

chael " was faluted with the tears and acclamations of the people ; and

pope Gregory the feventh exhorted the biihops to preach, and the Ca-

tholics to fight, in the pious works of his reftoration. His converfa-

tions with Robert were frequent and familiar j and their mutual pro-

mifes were juftified by the valour of the Normans and the treafures of

the Eaft. Yet this Michael, by the confeflion of the Greeks and Latins,

was a pageant and impoftor ; a monk who had fled from his convent,

or a domeftic who had ferved in the palace. The fraud had been

contrived by the fubtle Guifcard j and he trufted, that after this pre-

tender had given a decent colour to his arras, he would fmk, at the

nod of the conqueror, into his primitive obfcurity. But vidlory

was the only argument that could determine the belief of the Greeks ;

and the ardour of the Latins was much inferior to their credulity :

the Norman veterans wiihed to enjoy the harveft of their toils, and

the unwarlike Italians trembled at the known and unknown dangers

of a tranfmarine expedition. In his new levies, Robert exerted the

influence of gifts and promifes, the terrors of civil and ecclefiaftical

authority; and fome adts of violence might juftify the reproach,

that age and infancy were prefled without diftindion into the fer-

vice of their unrelenting prince. After two years incefliant prepara-

tions, the land and naval forces were afl'embled at Otranto, at the

heel, or extreme promontory, of Italy; and Robert was accom-

panied by his wife, who fought by his fide, his fon Bohemond, and

the reprefentative of the emperor Michael. Thirteen hundred

" AnnaComnena, l.i. p. 28, 29. Guilelm. Mentitus fe Michaelem

Appul.l.iv. p. 271. GalfridMalaterra, l.iii. Venerat a Danais quldam feduftorad ilium.

c. 13. p. 579, 580. Malaterra is more cauti- As Gregory VII. had believed, Baronius, al-

ous in his ftyle: but the Apulian is bold and moil alone, recognizes the emperor Michael

pofitive. (A. D. 1080, N°44.).

3 knights
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knights ^' of Norman race or difcipline, formed the fmews of the C A P.

army, which might be fwelled to thirty thoufand^* followers of s,—v~»^

every denomination. The men, the horfes, the arms, the engines,

the wooden towers, covered with raw hides, were embarked on

board one hundred and fifty veffels : the tranfports had been built in

the ports of Italy, and the gallies were fupplied by the alliance of

the republic of Ragufa.

At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the ihores of Italy and Epirus Siege of Du-
razzo,

incline towards each other. The fpace between Brundufuim and A.D. 1081,

Durazzo, the Roman paflage, is no more than one hundred miles
^'

;

at the laft ftation of Otranto, it is contradled to fifty'^; and this nar-

row diftance had fuggefted to Pyrrhus and Pompey the fublime or

extravagant idea of a bridge. Before the general embarkation, the

Norman duke difpatched Bohemond with fifteen gallies to feize or

threaten the ifle of Corfu, to furvey the oppofite coail, and to fecure

an harbour in the neighbourhood of Vallona for the landing of the

troops. They paifed and landed without perceiving an enemy ; and

this fuccefsful experiment difplayed the negledl and decay of the

naval power of the Greeks. The iflands of Epirus and the mari-

time towns were fubdued by the arms or the name of Robert, vho led

his fleet and army from Corfu (I ufe the modern appellation) to the

*' Ipfe armatas militiiB non plufquam mccc eJit. Weffeling) gives a true and reafonable

m'llites fecum habuifle, ab eis qai eidem ne- fpace of a thoiifand iladia, or one hundred

gotio interfuerunt attertatur (Malaterra, 1. iii. miles, which is ftrangeiy doubled by Strabo

c. 24. p. 583.)• Thefe are the fame whom (I. vi. p. 433.) and Pliny (llift. Natur. iii.

the Apulian (1. iv. p. 273.) ilyles the equef- 16.).

trls gens ducis, equites de gente ducis. *'' Pliny (Hift. Nat. iii. 6. 16.) allows

** TfiatxoiT;»?, fays Anna Com- q!/injuagif!ia tn'i\Via.{oT this breviiTimus curfus,

nena (Alexias, l.i. p. 37.); and her account and agrees with the real diftance from Otranto

tallies with the number and lading of the to La Vallona, or Aulon (d'Anviile, Ana-
ihips. Ivit in Dyrrachium cum xv mil ibus lyfe de fa Carte des Cotes de la Grece, &c.

hominum, fays the Chronicon Breve Nor- p. 3— 6.). Hermolaus Barbarus, who fub-

mannicum (Muratori, Scriptores, torn. v. ftitutes centum (Ilarduin, Not. Ixvi. in Plin.

p. 27S.). I have endeavoured to reconcile 1. iii.), might have bem correiled by every

thefe reckonings. Venetian pilot «ho had failed cut of the
''= The Itinerary of Jerafalem (p. 609. gulph.

4 I 2 fiege
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fiege of Durazzo. That city, the weftern key of the empire, was

guarded by ancient renown, and recent fortifications, by George Pa-

lasologus, a patrician, vidorious in the Oriental wars, and a numerous

garrifon of Albanians and Macedonians, who, in every age, have

maintained the charafter of foldiers. In the profecution of his en-

terprife, the courage of Guifcard was aifailed by every form of dan-

ger and mifchance. In the moft propitious feafon of the year, as

his fleet paiTed along the coaft, a ftorm of wind and fnow unexpeil-

edly arofe : the Adriatic was fwelled by the raging blafl: of the

fouth, and a new ihipwreck confirmed the old infamy of the Acro-

ceraunian rocks". The fails, the mails, and the oars, were ihat-

tered or torn away ; the fea and ihore were covered with the frag-

ments of veifels, with arms and dead bodies ; and the greateft part

of the provifions were either drowned or damaged. The ducal galley

was laboriouily refcued from the waves, and Robert halted feven

days on the adjacent cape, to coUedt the relics of his lofs and re-

vive the drooping fpirits of his foldiers. The Normans were no

longer the bold and experienced mariners who had explored the

ocean from Greenland to mount Atlas, and who fmiled at the petty

dangers of the Mediterranean. They had v/ept during the tempeft

;

they were alarmed by the hoilile approach of the Venetians, who

had been folicited by the prayers and promifes of the Byzantine

court. The firft day's ailion was not difadvantageous to Bohemond,

a beardlefs youth '^\ who led the naval powers of his father. All

night the gallies of the republic lay on their anchors in the form of

a crefcent ; and the vidory of the fecond day was decided by the

*' Infames fcopulos Acroceraunia, Horat. **' » - ? to» wuyata i^v^iiaxnut

carm. i. 3. The precipitem Africum de- (Alexias, 1. iv. p. 106.). Vet the Normans

certantcin Aquilonibus et rabiem Noti, and ihaved, and the Venetians wore, their beards;

the monflra natantia of the Adriatic, are they mull have derided the «o-beard of Bo-
fomewhat enlarged; but Horacfe trembling hemond ; an harih interpretation ! (Ducange,

for the life of Virgil, is an jnterefting moment Not. ad Alexiad. p. zSj.)

in the hiftory of poetry and friendihip.

dexterity



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 613;

dexterity of their evolutions, the ftation of their archers, the weight ^ HAP.
of their javelins, and the borrowed aid of the Greek fire. The _ .- •

.

Apulian and Ragufian veiTels fled to the ihore, feveral were cut from

their cables and dragged away by the conqueror ; and a ially from,

the town carried flaughter and difmay to the tents of the Norman

duke. A feafonable relief was poured into Durazzo, and as foon as

the befiegers had loft the command of the fea, the iflands and mari-

time towns withdrew from the camp the fupply of tribute and pro-

vifioru That camp vv^as foon afflidled with a peftilential difeafe ; five

hundred knights periilied by an inglorious death; and the lift of

burials (if all could obtain a decent burial) amounted to ten thou=•

fand perfons. Under thefe calamities, the mind of Guifcard alone

was firm and invincible : and while he colledled new forces from.

Apulia and Sicily, he battered, or fcaled, or fapped, the walls of Du-
razzo. But his induftry and valour were encountered by equal-

valour and more perfe£l induftry. A moveable turret,, of a fize and'

capacity to contain five hundred foldierSy had been rolled forwards

to the foot of the rampart : but the defcent of the door or draw-

bridge was checked by an enormous beam, and the wooden ftruc-

ture was inftantly confumed by artificial flames.

While the Roman empire was attacked by the Turks in the Eaft The army

and the Normans in the Weft, the aged fucceflbr of Michael fur- the empeibr

rendered the fceptre to the hands of Alexius, an illuftrious captain, ^— Sep-

and the founder of the Gomnenian dynafty. The princefs Anne, his
^^"^^'^'

daughter and hlftorian, obferves, in her afTeded ftyle, that even Her-

cules was unequal to a double combat ; and, on this principle, flie

approves an hafty peace with the Turks, which allowed her father to

undertake in perfon the relief of Durazzo. On his acceflion^

Alexius found the camp without foldiers and the treafury without

money ; yet fuch were the vigour and adlivity of his meafures,

that in fix months he aflembled an army of feventy thoufand

9 meoj
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CHAP, men*', and performed a march of five hundred miles. His troops

v^..-.„~.,^ were levied in Europe and Afia, from Peloponefus to the Black Sea

;

his majefty was dil'played in the filver arms and rich trappings of

the companies of horfe-guards ; and the emperor was attended by a

train of nobles and princes, feme of whom, in rapid fucceffion, had

been clothed with the purple, and were indulged by the lenity of

the times in a life of affluence and dignity. Their youthful ardour

might animate the multitude ; but their love of pleafure and con-

tempt of fubordination were pregnant with diforder and mifchief;

and their importunate clamours for fpeedy and decifive adion dif-

concerted the prudence of Alexius, who might have furrounded and

ilarved the befieging army. The enumeration of provinces recalls

a fad comparifon of the paft and prefent limits of the Roman world :

the raw levies were drawn together in hafte and terror ; and the

garrifons of Anatolia, or Afia Minor, had been purchafed by the eva-

cuation of the cities which were immediately occupied by the Turks.

The ftrength of the Greek army confifted in the Varangians, the

Scandinavian guards, whofe numbers were recently augmented by a

colony of exiles and volunteers from the Britiih ifiand of Thule.

Under the yoke of the Norman conqueror, the Danes and Engliili

were opprelfed and united : a band of adventurous youths refolved

to defert a land of flavery ; the fea was open to their efcape ; and,

in their long pilgrimage, they vifited every coaft that afforded any

hope of liberty and revenge. They were entertained in the fervice

of the Greek emperor ; and their firil ftation was in a new city on

the Afiatic ihore : but Alexius foon recalled them to the defence of

*9 Muiatori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. ix. is in the Chronicle of Lupus Protofpata

p. 136, 137) obferves, that fome authors (Script. Ital. tom. v. p. 45-). Malaterra

(PetrusDiacon. Chron. Cafinen. I. iii. c. 49.) (1. iv. c. 27.) fpeaks in high, but indefinite,

compofe the Greek army of 170,000 men, terms of the emperor, cum copiis innumera-

but that the hundred may be llruck off, and bilious ; like the Apulian poet (1. iv. p. 272.) ;

that Malaterra reckons only 70,000 : a flight More locuftarum montes et plana teguntur.

inattention. The palTage to which he alludes,

his
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his perfon and palace ; and bequeathed to his fuccefibrs the inhe- ^
^ ^

^•

ritance of their faith and valour '°. The name of a Norman in- »

—

^,—-/

vader revived the memory of their wrongs : they marched Vv-ith

alacrity againft the national foe, and panted to regain in Eplrus,

the glory which they had loft in the battle of Haftings. The Va-

rangians were fupported by fome companies of Franks or Latins

;

and the rebels, who had fled to Conftantinople from the tyranny of

Guifcard, were eager to fignallfe their zeal and gratify their revenge.

In this emergency the emperor had not difdained the impure aid of

the Paulicians or Manichxans of Thrace and Bulgaria ; and thefe

heretics united with the patience of martyrdom, the fpirit and dif-

cipline of adlve valour '". The treaty with the fultan had procured

a fupply of fome thoufand Turks ; and the arrows of the Scythian

horfe were oppofed to the lances of the Norman cavalry. On the

report and diftant profpe£t of thefe formidable numbers, Robert

aifembled a council of his principal officers. " You behold," faid

he, " your danger : it is urgent and inevitable. The hills are co-

" vered with arms and ftandards ; and the emperor of the Greeks

" is accuftomed to wars and triumphs. Obedience and union are our

" only fafety ; and I am ready to yield the command to a more

" worthy leader." The vote and acclamation, even of his fecret

enemies, affiared him, in that perilous moment, of their efteem and

confidence ; and the duke thus continued :
" Let us truft in the re-

" wards of vidlory, and deprive cowardice of the means of efcape.

" Let us burn our veiTels and our baggage, and give battle on this

" fpot, as if it were the place of our nativity and our burial." The

refolution was unanimoufly approved ; and, without confining him-

'° See William of Malmibury de Geftis emigration from England, and their fervice

Anglorum, 1. ii. p. 92. Alexius fidem An- in Greece.

glorum fufcipiens praecipuis familiaritatibus '' See the Apulian (1. i. p. 256.). The
fuis eos applicabat, amorem eorum filio charailer and llory of thefe Manichxans has

tranfcribens. Ordericus Vitalis (Hill. Ecclef. been the fubjed of the liv"• chapter.

1. iv. p. 5cS. 1. vii. p. 641.) relates their

felf
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LVI

Battle ofDu-
razzo,

A. D. 1081,

Oaober 18.

c HA P. feif to jiis lines, Guifcard awaited in battle-array the nearer approach

of the enemy. His rear was covered by a fmall river ; his right

"vving extended to the fea, his left to the hills ; nor was he con-

fcious, perhaps, that on the fame ground Csefar and Pompey had

formerly difputed the empire of the world '\

Agalnil the advice of his wifeft captains, Alexius refolved to rlik

the event of a general a£tion, and exhorted the garrifon of Durazzo

to aflift their own deliverance by a well-timed fally from the town.

He marched in two columns to furprife the Normans before day-

break on two different fides : his light cavalry was fcattered over the

plain ; the archers formed the fecond line ; and the Varangians

claimed the honours of the van-guard. In the firft onfet, the battle-

axes of the ftrangers made a deep and bloody impreilion on the

army of Guifcard, which was now reduced to fifteen thoufand men.

The Lombards and Calabrians ignominioufly turned their backs :

they fled towards the river and the fea ; but the bridge had been

broken down to check the fally of the garrifon, and the coail was

lined with the Venetian gallies, who played their engines among

the diforderly throng. On the verge of ruin, they were faved by

the fpirit and conduit of their chiefs. Gaita, the wife of Robert,

is painted by the Greeks as a warlike Amazon, a fecond Pallas ; lefs

ikilful in arts, but not lefs terrible in arms, than the Athenian god-

defs "'
: though wounded by an arrow, flie flood her ground, and

ftrove, by her exhortation and example, to rally the flying troops '*.

Her
^* See the fimple and mailerly narrative of quoiquelle ne fut pas auffi favante que «lie

Cffifar himfelf (Comment, de Bell. Civil, iii. d'Athenes. The Grecian goddefs was corn-

et—75.). It is pity that Quintus Icilius pofed of two difcordan: charailers, of Neitb,

(M. Guifchard) did not live to anaiyfe thefe the workwoman of Sais in Egypt, and of a

operations, as he has done the campaigns of virgin Amazon of the Tritonian lake in

Africa and Spain. Libya (Banier, Mythologie, torn, iv. p. 1

—

" xav «»>, which is very 31. in iz"").

properly tranilated by the prefident Coufin ^* Anna Comnena (1. iv. p. 116.) ad-

(Hift. de'Conftantinople, tom.iv. p. 131, in mires, with fome degree of terror, her maf-

12°"), qui combattoit comme une Pallas, culine virtues. They were more familiar to
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Her female voice was feconded by the more powerful voice and C ff A P.

arm of the Norman duke, as calm in adion as he was magnanimous . -.- _/

in council :
" Whither," he cried aloud, " whither do ye fly ? Your

" enemy is implacable ; and death is lefs grievous than fervitude."

The moment was decifive : as the Varangians advanced before the

line, they difcovered the nakednefs of their flanks ; the main battle

of the duke, of eight hundred knights, fliood firm and entire ; they

couched their lances, and the Greeks deplore the furious and irre-

fiftible ihock of the French cavalry ". Alexius was not deficient in

the duties of a foldier or a general ; but he no fooner beheld the

flaughter of the Varangians, and the flight of the Turks, than he

defpifed his fubjeds and defpaired of his fortune. The princefs .

Anne, who drops a tear on this melancholy event, is reduced to

praife the flirength and fwiftnefs of her father's horfe, and his vigo-

rous ftruggle, when he was almoil overthrown by the ftroke of a

lanc^, which had ihlvered the Imperial helmet. His defperate va-

lour broke through a fquadron of Franks who oppofed his flight

;

and, after wandering two days and as many nights in the mountains,

he found fome repofe, of body, though not of mind, in the walls of

Lychnidus. The vidorious Robert reproached the tardy and feeble
*

purfuit which had fuifered the efcape of fo illuftrious a prize ; but

he confoled his difappointment by the trophies and ftandards of the

field, the wealth and luxury of the Byzantine camp, and the glory

of defeating an army five times more numerous than his own. A
multitude of Italians had been the vidims of their own fears ; but

the Latins; and though the Apulian (I. iv. '' th; PoaTifra Trf'^/iyiu-ay-iiuf ^<.^>;;,

p. 275.) mentions her prefence and her ^-^. r-^v,»» £»»» i5r5r«s-;a> »
wound, he reprefents her as far Icfs intrepid. ai/ywuiro» (Anna, 1. v. p. 133.) 5 and

Uxor in hoc belio Roberti forte fagitta eifewhere xai yap; an) n-a? -7!->3^.^^

Quadam la;fa fuit : quo vulnere iirr;Ve nul- «uVTroiro; rr.y (, Km » 6;^» tnv (, 140.).

lam The pedantry of the princefs in the choice of

Dumfperabat opem fe pceney;(i5t'^i/-^/hofii. claiilc appellations, encouraged Ducange to

The lail is an unlucky word for a female apply to his countrymen che charaders of the

prifoner. ancient Gauls.

Vol. V. 4 only
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CHAP, only thirty of his knights were flaln in this memorable day. In the

\ ^ ) Roman hoft, the lofs of Greeks, Turks, and Engllih, amounted to

five or fix thoufand ''
: the plain of Durazzo was ftalned with noble

and royal blood ; and the end of the impoilor Michael was more

honourable than his life.

Durazzo It is more than probable that Gulfcard was not affliiited by the

A.D.'io82, lofs of a coftly pageant, which had merited only the contempt
rebraary 8.'

^^^^ derifion of the Greeks. After their defeat, they ftiU perfevered

in the defence of Durazzo ; and a Venetian commander fupplied the

place of George Palseologus, who had been imprudently called away

from his ftation. The tents of the befiegers were converted into

barracks, to fuftain the inclemency of the winter ; and in anfwer to

the defiance of the garrifon, Robert infinuated, that his patience

was at leaft equal to their obftlnacy ". Perhaps he already trufted

to his fecret correfpoudence with a Venetian noble, who fold the

city for a rich and honourable marriage. At the dead of night

feveral rope-ladders were dropped from the walls ; the light Cala-

brians afcended in filence ; and the Greeks were awakened by the

name and trumpets of the conqueror. Yet they defended the

ftreets three days againil an enemy already mafter of the rampart

;

and near feven months elapfed between the firfl inveftment and the

final furrcnder of the place. From Durazzo, the Norman duke ad-

vanced into the heart of Epirus or Albania ; traverfed the firft

mountains of Theflfaly ; furprifed three hundred Englifh in the city

of Caftoria ; approached TheiTalonica ; and made Conftantinople

tremble. A more prelTing duty fufpended the profecution of his

'* Lupus Protofpata (torn. iii. p. 45.) Tays cious name of E^i-Jaimius to Dyrrachium

6000; William the Apulian more than 5000 (Plin. iii. 26.); and the vulgar corruption

(i.iv. p. 273.). Their naodefty is fingular ofDuracium (fee Malaterra) bore fome affi-

and laudable: they might with fo little nity to hardnefs. One of Robert's names

trouble have flain two or three myriads of was Diirand, a «/«/-««; poor wit! (Alberic.

fthifmatics and infidels! Monach. in Chron. apud Muratori AnnaK
" The Romans had changed the inaufpi- d'ltalia, torn, i.t. p. 137•)

2 ambitioui
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nmbkious defigns. By ihipwreck, peililence, and the fword, his ^
^ ^ P•

army was reduced to a third of the original numbers ; and inftead of ^-—v—^
being recruited from Italy, he was informed, by plaintive epiftles, of

the mifchiefs and dangers which had been produced by his abfence

:

the revolt of the cities and barons of Apulia ; the diftrefs of the

pope ; and the approach or invafion of Henry king of Germany.

Highly prefuming that his perfon was fufficient for the public fafety, I^eturn of

he repaired the fea in a fmgle brigantine, and left the remains of the anions Of

army under the command of his fon and the Norman counts, ex-

horting Bohemond to refpedt the freedom of his peers, and the

counts to obey the authority of their leader. The fon of Guiicard

trod in the footfteps of his father ; and the two deftroyers are com-

pared by the Greeks to the caterpillar and the locuft, the laft of

whom devours whatever has efcaped the teeth of the former ".

After winning two battles againft the emperor, he defcended into the

plain of TheiTaly, and befieged LariiTa, the fabulous realm of

Achilles ", which contained the treafure and magazines of the By-

zantine camp. Yet a juft praife muft not be refufed to the fortitude

and prudence of Alexius, who bravely ftruggled with the calamities

of the times. In the poA^rty of the ftate, he prefumed to borrow

the fuperfluous ornaments of the churches ; the defertion of the

Manichscans was fupplied by fome tribes of Moldavia ; a reinforce-

ment of kwen thoufand Turks replaced and revenged the lofs of

their brethren ; and the Greek foldiers were exercifed to ride, to

draw the bow, and to the daily pradice of ambufcades and evolu-

tions. AJexius had been taught by experience, that the formidable

" ,; xa! axftcx; itmt at Ti: vsiTifu "" Prodiit hac auiior Trojana; cladis

tK> (Anna, 1. i. p. 3j.). By thefe fimilies, Achilles.

fo difFerent from thofe of Homer, flie wifties The fuppoiltion of the Apulian (1. v. p. 275.)

to infpire contempt as well as horror for the may be excufed by the more clailic poetry of

little, noxious animal, a conqueror. Moil Virgil (yEneid II. 197.) Lariflbus Achilles,

unfortunately, the common fenfe, or common but it is notjuitified by the ^eog^sphy of

nonfenfe, of mankind refifts her laudable de- Homer.
f£n.

4 2 cavalry
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cavalry of the Franks on foot was unfit for adion, and almoil in-

capable of motion " ; his archers were diredted to ahn their arrows

at the horfe rather than the man ; and a \'ariety of fpikes and fnares

was fcattered over the ground on which he might expetil an attack.

In the neighbourhood of Lariifa the events of war were protraited

and balanced. The courage of Bohemond was always confpicuous,

and often fuccefsful ; but his camp was pillaged by a ftratao-em of

the Greeks ; the city was impregnable ; and the venal or difcon-

tented counts deferted his ftandard, betrayed their truils, and enlifted

in the fervice of the emperor. Alexius returned to Conflantinople

with the advantage, rather than the honour, of vidtory. After eva-

cuating the conquefts which he could no longer defend, the fon of

Guifcard embarked for Italy, and was embraced by a father who

efteemed his merit and fympathifed in his misfortune.

The emperor Of the Latin princcs, the allies of Alexius and enemies of Robert,

invited by the the moft prompt and powerful was Henry the third or fourth, king

a.'^d/ioSi. of Germany and Italy, and future emperor of the Weft. The epiftle

of the Greek monarch ^' to his brother is filled with the warmeft

profeffions of friendihip, and the moft lively defire of ftrengthening

their alliance by every public and private tie. He congratulates

Henry on his fuccefs in a juft and pious war, and complains that the

profperity of his own empire is difturbed by the audacious enterprifes

of the Norman Robert. The lift of his prefents exprefles the manners

of the age, a radiated crown of gold, a crofs fet with pearls to hang

on the breaft, a cafe of relics, with the names and titles of the faints,

'" The ;•.> ,, which in- ^' The epi3:!e itfelf (Alexias, 1. iii. p. 9-5,

cumbered the knights on foot, have been ig- g^., g^.) well deferves to be read. Tlicre is

norantly tranQated fpurs (Anna Comnena, one expreflion, -^» Jii^^uO» f'.tri; ^--
Alexias, 1. V..). Ducange his explained -., which Dticange does not underiland. I

the true fenfe by a ridiculous and inconvenient have endeavoured to grope out a tolerable

faQiion, which laftfd from the xi'''• to the xv'*" meaning: xfv:r:cpm, is a golden crown t

century. Thefe peaks, in the form of a fcor- £;^, is explained by Simon Fortius (in.

pion, were fometimes two foot, and fallened Lexico GrKCO-Barbar.), by xipwcr, ^frsn^,

LO the knee with a filver chain. a Shih of lightning.

I a vafe-
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a vafe of chryftal, a vafe of fardonyx, fome balm, moft probably of ^ ^^ ^*

Mecca, and one hundred pieces of purple. To thefe he added a "
'

more folid prefent, of one hundred and forty-four thoufand By-

zantines of gold, with a farther afiurance of two hundred and fix-

teen thoufand, fo foon as Henry ihould have entered in arms the

Apulian territories, and confirmed by an oath the league againft the

common enemy. The German '\ who was already in Lombardy

at the head of an army and a faftion, accepted thefe liberal offers,

and marched towards the fouth : his fpeed was checked by the found

of the battle of Durazzo ; but the influence of his arms or name, in

the hafty return of Robert, was a full equivalent for the Grecian

bribe. Heniy was the fincere adverfary of the Normans, the allies

and vaflals of Gregory the feventh, his implacable foe. The long

quarrel of the throne and mitre had been recently kindled by the

zeal and ambition of that haughty pried "
: the king and the pope

had degraded each other ; and each had feated a rival on the tem-

poral or fpiritual throne of his antagonift. After the defeat and

death of his Swabian rebel, Henry defcended into Italy to affume

the Imperial crown, and to drive from the Vatican the tyrant of the

church "*. But the Roman people adhei'ed to the caufc of Gregory :

their refolution was. fortified by fupplles of men and money from

Apulia ; and the city was thrice ineffectually befieged by tlie king of Jlefieges

Germany. In the fourth year he corrupted, as it is faid, vv'ith By*• X.'d
1 OS 1 — 1 084.

*^ For thefe general events I muft refer to Atlianafius, a more fortunate age of the

the general hiilorians Sigonius, Baronius, church. Mny I prefu;ne to add, that the

Mjratori, Moiheim, St. Marc, &c. portrait of Athanafius is one of the pafi'sges

" The lives of Gregory VII. are either of my hiftory (vo!. ii, p. 268, S;c.) with «liich

legends or inveftives (St. Marc, Abrege, I am the leaft diiTatitfied ?

tofn. iii. p. 235, &c.): and his miraciilous "+ Anna, with the rancour of a Greek

€ magical performances are alike incredible fchifmatic, calls him ^-- huto? ,-
to a modern reader. He will, as ufual, find (1. i, p. 32.), a pope, or pricft, wortliy to

fome inilruftion in Le Clerc (Vie de Hil- be fpit upon; and accefes him of fcourging,

debrand, Bibliot. ancienne et moderne, (having, perhaps of callrating, the ambafla-

tom. viii.), and much amufement in Cayle dors of Henry (p. 31, 33-)• ^'^' ''"'^ O"'-

(Diilionaire Critjque, Cregoiie VU.). That rage is improbable and doubtful (fee the fen-

pope wai undoubtedly a great man, a feccnd fible preface of Coufm).

zaiitine
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zantlne gold, the nobles of Rome, whofe eftates and caftles had been

ruined by the war. The gates, the bridges, and fifty hoftages, were

delivered into his hands : the antipope, Clement the third, was con-

fecrated in the Lateran : the grateful pontiff crowned his protedor in

the Vatican ; and the emperor Henry fixed his refidence in the Ca-

pitol, as the lawful fucceflbr of Auguftus and Charlemagne. The

ruins of the Septizonium were ftill defended by the nephew of

Gregory : the pope himfelf Vv^as invefted in the caftle of St. Angelo
;

and his lail hope was in the courage and fidelity of his Norman

vaiTal. Their friendlhip had been interrupted by fome reciprocal in-

juries and complaints; but, on this preffuig occaffion, Guifcard was

urged by the obligation of his oath, by his intereft, more potent than

oaths, by the love of fame, and his enm.ity to the two emperors,

Unfurling the holy banner, he refolved to fly to the relief of the

prince of the apoftles : the moil numerous of his armies, fix thou-

fand horfe and thirty thoufand foot, was inilantly affembled ; and his

march from Salerno to Rome was animated by the public applaufe

and the promife cf the divine favour. Henry, invincible in fixty-fix

battles, trembled at his approach ; recolleded fome indifpenfible af-

fairs that required his prefence in Lombardy ; exhorted the Romans

Fi'ies before to perfevere in their allegiance ; and haftily retreated three days be-

MayT' ^^^^ ^^^^ entrance of the Normans. In lefs than three years, the fon

of Tancred of Hauteville enjoyed the glory of delivering the pope,

and of compelling the two emperors, of the Eail and Weft, to fly

before his vidorious arms "'. But the triumph of Robert was

clouded by the calamities of Rome. By the aid of the friends of

Gregory, the walls had been perforated or fcaled ; but the Imperial

failion was fl:ill powerful and adlive j on the third day, the people

es Sic uno tempore viili Nominis auditi fola formidine cefllt.

Sunt terras Domini duo: rex Alemannicus It is fingular enough, that the Apulian, a

ifte, Latin, fhould diHinguiih the Greek as the

Imperii reflor Romani maYimus ille. ruler of the Roman empire (I. iv. p. 274.).

Alteradarmaruensarmisfuperaturj et alter

rofe
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rofe ill a furious tumult ; and an hafty word of the conqueror, in C II A p.

Ifis defence or revenge, was the ilgnal of fire and pillage ^\ The y. ,- _p

Saracens of Sicily, the fubjeds of Roger, and auxiliaries of his bro-

ther, embraced this fair occafion of rifling and pvofaning the holy

city of the ChriiHans : many thoufands of the citizens, in the fight,

and by the allies, of their fpiritual father, were expofed to violation,

captivity, or death ; and a fpacious quarter of the city, from the

Lateran to the Colifeum, was confumed by the flames, and devoted

to perpetual folitude '\ From a city, where he was now hated, and

might be no longer feared, Gregory retired to end his days in the

palace of Salerno. The artful pontiff might flatter the vanity of

Guifcard, with the hope of a Roman or Imperial crown ; but this

dangerous meafure, which would have inflamed the ambition of the

Norman, muft for ever have alienated the moil faithful princes of

Germany.

The deliverer and fcourge of Rome might ha,ve Indulged himfelf Second ex-

in a feafon of repofe ; but in the fame year of the flight of the Ger- Pobertinto

man emperor, the indefatigable Robert refumed the defign of his a. 0.1084,

Eafliern conquefl:s. The zeal or gratitude of Gregory had promifed *" ° ""

to his valour the kingdoms of Greece and Afia^" ; his troops were

aflembled in arms, fluihed with fuccefs, and eager for ailion. Their

numbers, in the language of Homer, are compared by Anna to a

'* The narrative of Malaterra (!. iii. c. 37. Roma refurrexiflet ut perpetea viriditate con•

p. 587, 588.) is authentic, circumilantial, tegeret vulnera et ruinas fuas.

and fair. Duv ignem exclamans urbe in- *' The royalty of Robert, either promifed

cenfa, &c. ' The Apuliin foftens the mif- or bellowed by the pope (Anna, 1. i. p. 32.),

chief (inde quibufdam a;dibus exiiftis), which is fufficiently confirmed by the Apulian (l.iv.

is again exaggerated in fome partial Chro- p. 270.).

nicies (Muratori Aniiali, torn. ix. p. 147•)• Romani regni fibi promifiile coronam
'^ After mentioning this devailation, the Papa ferebatur.

Jefuit Donatus (Je Roma veteri et nova, 1. iv. Nor can I underftand why Gretfer, and the

c. 8. p. 489.) prettily adds, Duraret ho- other papal advocates, ihould be difpleafed

dieque in CoeHo monte interque ipfum et ca- with this new i^'lance of apoHolic jurifdic-

pitolium mlferabilis facies proftrata: urbis, tion.

nifi in hortoruni vinecorumque arasnitatem

fwarm



624 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, fwann of bees''
;
yet the utmoft and moderate limits of the powers

'-

—

^,
' of Guifcard have been ah-eady defined ; they were contained in this

fecond occafion in one hundred and twenty veiTels ; and as the fea-

foa was far advanced, the harbour of Brundufium '° was preferred

to the open road of Otranto. Alexius, apprehenfive of a fecond

attack, had afliduoufly laboured to reftore the naval forces of the

empire; and obtained from the republic of Venice an important fuc-

cuur of thirty-fix tranfports, fourteen gallies, and nine galeots or

iliips of extraordinary ftrength and magnitude. Their fervices were

liberally paid by the licence or monopoly of trade, a profitable gift

of many ihops and houfes in the port of Conftantinople, and a tri-

bute to St. Mark, the more acceptable, as it was the produce of a

tax on their rivals of Araalphi. By the union of the Greeks and

Venetians, the Adriatic was covered with an hoftile fleet, but their

own negleft, or the vigilance of Robert, the change of a wind, or

the ihelter of a mift, opened a free paiTage ; and the Norman troops

were fafely difembarked on the coaft of Eplrus. With twenty ftrong

and well-appointed gallies, their Intrepid duke immediately fought

the enemy, and though more accuilomed to fight on horfeback, he

trufted his own life, and the lives of his brother and two fons, to

the event of a naval com.bat. The dom.inlon of the fea Avas difputed

in three engagements, in fight of the ifle of Corfu : in the two

former, the fkill and numbers of the allies were fuperlor ; but in the

third, the Normans obtained a final and complete vidlory °'. The

light

*' See Homer Iliad E. (I hate this pe- an iflaiid, and narrowing by degrees, til! it

dantlc mode of quotation by the letters of the communicated by a fmall gullet with the

preek alphabet) 87, &c. His bees are the inner harbour, which embraced the city on

image of a dlforderly crowd : their difcipline both fides. Cicfar and Nature have laboured

and public works feem to be the ideas of a for its ruin; and againil fuch agents, what

later age (Virgil, ^neid, 1. i.) are the feeble efforts of the Neapolitan go-

'° Guilielm, Appulus, l,v. p. 276. The vernment? (Swinburne's Travels in the two

admirable port of Brundufium was double; Sicilies, vol. i. p. 384—390.).

the outward harbour was a gulph covered by *' William of Apulia (I. v. p. 276.) de-

fcribes

I
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•light brigantlncs of the Greeks were fcattered m ignominious flight ;
c A r.

the nine caftles of the Venetians maintained a more obftinate con- ^ .- _f

fii£t ; feven were funk, two were taken ; two tlioufand five hundred

captives implored in vain the mercy of the vi£lor ; and the daughter

of Alexius deplores the lofs of thirteen thoufaud of his fubjedls or

allies. The want of experience had been fupplied by the genius of

Guifcard ; and each evening, when he had founded a retreat, he

calmly explored the caufes of his repulfe, and invented new methods

how to remedy his own defeds, and to baffle the advantages of the

enemy. The winter feafon fufpended his progrefs : with the return

of fpring he again afplred to the conqueil of Conftantinople ; but,

inftead of traverfing the hills of Epirus, he turned his arms againft

Greece and the iflands, where the fpoils would repay the labour,

and where the land and fea forces might purfue their joint operations

with vigour and effed. But, in the ifle of Cephalonia, his projeds

were fatally blafted by an epidemical difeafe j Robert himfelf, in the His death,

feventieth year of his age, expired in his tent ; and a fufpicion of L•..
\y°^^'

•poifon was imputed, by public rumour, to his wife, or to the Greek

emperor '\ This premature death might allow a boundlefs fcope

for the imagination of his future exploits ; and the event fufficiently

declares, that the Norman greatnefs was founded on his life ".

fcribes the victory of the Normans, and for- (1. iii. p. 107) and Roger de Hoveden
gets the two previous defeats, which are dili- (p. 710. in Script, poll Bedam): and tiie

gently recorded by Anna Comnena (I. vi. latter can tell, how the juft Alexins married,

p. 159, i6o, 161.)• In her turn, (he invents crowned, and burnt alive, his female accom-

or magnifies a fourth adlion, to give the Ve- plice. The Englilh hillorian is indeed fo

netlans revenge and rewards. Their own blind, that he ranks Robert Guifcard, or

feelings were far difterent, lince they de- Wifcajd, among the knights of Henry T.

pofed their doge, propter excidiiim lloli «ho afcended the throne fii''ceen years after

(Dandulus in Chron. in Muratori, Script, the duke of Apulia's death.

Rerum Italicarum, torn. xii. p. 249.). 9^ The joyful Anna Comnena fcattersforae

"* The moll authentic writers, William of flowers over the grave of an enemy (Alexiad,

Apulia (1. V. 277.), Jeffrey Malaterra (I. iii. 1. v. p. 162— 166.) : and his bell prajfe is the

C. 41. p• jSp-)• ^fd Romuald of Salerno elleem and envy of William the Conqueror,

(Chron. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. the fovereign of his family. Grxcia (fays

torn, vii.), are ignorant of this crime fo appa- Malaterra) holllbus recedentibus libera Ista

rent to our countrymen William of iVIalmlbury quievit: Apulia tola five Calabria turbatur.

Vol. V. 4 L Without
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CHAP. Without the appearance of an enemy, a victorious army difperfed or

»—

V

' retreated in diforder and conilernation ; and Alexius, who had trem-

bled for his empire, rejoiced in his deliverance. The galley which

tranfported the remains of Guifcard was fliipwrecked on the Italian

ihore ; but the duke's body was i-ecovered from the fea, and de-

pofited in the fepulchre of Venufia ""*, a place more illuftrious for the

birth of Horace ", than for the burial of the Norman heroes.

Roger, his fecond fon and fucceflbr, immediately funk to the humble

ftation of a duke of Apulia : the efteem or partiality of his father

left the valiant Bohemond to the inheritance of his fvvord.
_ The

national tranquillity was difturbed by his claims, till the firft crufade

againft the Infidels of the Eaft opened a more'fplendid field of glory

and conquefl ^^

Reign and Of human Hfe, the moil glorious or humble profpeds are alike

Roger°gr°eat and foon bounded by the fepulchre. The male Hne of Robert

«kir
°^ Guifcard was extinguiihed, both in Apulia and at Antloch, in the

^^• 'fecond generation; but his younger brother became the father of
IIOI—U54,

°
r

February 26. a line of klugs ; and the fon of the great count was endowed with

the name, the conqueils, and the fpirit, of the firft Roger ". The

heir of that Norman adventurer was born in Sicily ; and, at the age

of only four years, he fucceeded to the foverelgnty of the ifland, a

lot which reafon might envy, could ihe indulge for a moment the

5* Urbs Venufina nitet tantis decorata fe-

pulchris,

is oneof the laft lines of the Apulian's poem

(l.v. p. 278.). William of IVialmibury (I. iii,

p. 107.) inferts an epitaph on Guifcard,

which is not worth tranfcribing.

" Yet Horace had few obligations to Ve-

nufia: he was carried to Rome in his child-

hood (Sermon, i. 6.); and his repeated al-

hifions to the doubtful limit of Apulia and

Lucania (Carm. iii. 4. Serm. ii. i.) are un-

worthy of his age and genius.

*^ See Giannone (torn. ii. p. SS—93•),

and the hiilorians of the firft crufade.

»' The reign of Roger, and the Norman
kings of Sicily, fills four books of the Iftoria

Civile of Giannone (tom. ii. 1. xi

—

\.
p. 136— 340.), and is fpread over the i.\•''

and x''' volumes of the Italian Annals of

Muratori. In the Bibliotheque Italique

(tom. i. p. 175—Z22.) I find an ufeful ab-

ftraft of Capecelatro, a modern Neapolitan,

who has compofed, in two volumes, the

hiftory of his country from Roger I. to Fre-

deric II. inclufive.

vifionary.
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vlfionary, though virtuous, wlih of dominion. Had Roger been C A P•

LVI.
content with his fruitful patrimony, an happy and grateful people

might have blefied their benefador ; and, if a wife adminiftration

could have reftored the profperous times of the Greek colonies'",

the opulence and power of Sicily alone might have equalled the

wideft fcope that could be acquired and defolated by the fword of

war. But the ambition of the great count was ignorant of thefe

noble purfuits ; it was gratified by the vulgar means of violence and

artifice. He fought to obtain the undivided poiTeiFion of Palermo,

of which one moiety had been ceded to the elder branch ; ftrugglcd

to enlarge his Calabrian limits beyond the meafure of former treaties

;

and impatiently watched the declining health of his coufin William of

Apulia, the grandfon of Robert. On the firft intelligence of his pre- Duke of

mature death, Roger failed from Palermo with feven gallies, call anchor a. d. i;;^

in the bay of Salerno, received, after ten days negociatlon, an oath of

fidelity from the Norman capital, commanded the fubmilTion of the

barons, and extorted a legal inveiliture from the reludlant popes,

who could not long endure either the friendihip or enmity of a

powerful vaflial. The facred fpot of Benevento was refpedlfully

fpared, as the patrimony of St. Peter ; but the redudion of Capua

and Naples completed the defign of his uncle Guifcard ; and the

fole inheritance of the Norman conquefts was pofleffed by the vic-

torious Roger. A confcious fuperiority of power and merit prompted

him to difdain the titles of duke and of count ; and the ifle of Sicily,

with a third perhaps of the continent of Italy, might form the bafis

of a kingdom °° which would only yield to the monarchies of France

and

'* According to the teftimony of Philiiliis kind, p. 30, 307.)• The ruins of Agri•

and Diodorus, the tyrant Dionyfius of Syra- gentum are the theme of every traveller,

cufe could maintain a Handing force of 10,000 d'Orville, Reidefel, Swinburne, &c.

horfe,, foot, and 400 gallies. Com- »' A contemporary hillorian of the Adls of

pare Hume (EiTays, vol. i. p. 268. 435.) Roger from the year 1127 to 1135, founds

and his adverfary Wallace (Numbers of Man- his title on merit and power, the confent of

4 L 2 the
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C HA P. j^nj England. The chiefs of the nation who attended his coronation

u. -V- ~j at Palermo, might doubtlefs pronounce under what name he ihould

reign over them ; but the example of a Greek tyrant or a Saracen

emir were infuflicient to juilify his regal character ; and the nine

kings cf the Latin woi-ld '"° might difclaim their nev^r alTociate, unlefs

he were confecrated by the authority of the fupreme pontiff. The

pride of Anacletus was pleafed to confer a title, which the pride of

Firft king of the Norman had (looped to folicit
'°'

; but his own legitimacy was

A. D.'iijo, attacked by the adverfe eledion of Innocent the fecond ; and while

^^^, Anacletus fat in the Vatican, the fuccefsful fugitive was acknow-
juiy 25. ledged by the nations of Europe. The infant monarchy of Roger

was ihaken, and almcft overthrown, by the unlucky choice of an

ecclefiaftical patron ; and the fword of Lothaire the fecond of Ger-

many, the excommunications of Innocent, the fleets of Pifa, and

the zeal of St. Bernard, were united for the ruin of the Sicilian

robber. After a gallant refiftance,. the Norman prince was driven

from the continent of Italy ; a new duke of Apulia was invefted by

the pope and the emperor, each of whom held one end of the gQ7i-

fanon^ or flag-ftaff, as a token that they aiferted their right, and

fufpended their quarrel. But fuch jealous friendihip was of ihort

and precarious duration : the German armies foon vaniflied in dif-

cafe and defertion
'"'

: the Apulian duke, with all his adherents, was

the barons, and the ancient royalty of Sicily '°' Fazellus, and a crowd of Sicilians,

and Palermo, without introducing pope Ana- had imagined a more early and independent

detus (Alexand. CcenobiiTelefini Abbatisde coronation (A. D. 1130, May i.), which

Rebus gellis Regis Rogerii, lib. iv. in Mu- Giannone unwillingly rejeils (tom.ii. p. 137
ratori. Script. Rerum Ital. torn. v. p. 607

—

— 144•)- This fidlion is difproved by the

645.). filence of contemporaries; nor can it be rs-
'^" The kings of France, England, Scot- ftored by a fpurious charter of Meffina

land, Caftillc, Arragon, Navarre, Sweden, (Muratori, Annali d'ltalia, torn. i.\. p. 340.
Denmark, and Hungary. The three firll Pngi, Critica, torn. iv. p. 467, 468.).

were more ancient than Charlemagne: the '°^ Roger corrupted the fecond perfon of

three next were created by their fword, the Lothaire'S army, who founded, or rather

three lall by their baptifm; and of thefe the cried, a retreat: for the Germans (fays Cin-

king of Hungary alone was honoured or de- ramus, 1. iii. c. i. p. 51.) are ignorant of

bafed by a papal crown. the ufe of trumpets. Moft ignorant himfelf!

17 exter*
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exterminated by a conqueror, who feldom forgave either tlie dead Or C A p.

the living ; Hke his predeceiTor Leo the ninth, the feeble though u...-^^^^-^

haughty pontiff became the captive and friend of the Normans;

and their reconciliation was celebrated by the eloquence of Bernard,

who now revered the title and virtues of the king of Sicily.

As a penance for his impious war againfl: the fucceiTor of St. Hisconqueft».

Peter, that monarch might have promifed to difplay the banner of A. D.'

the crofs, and he accompliflied with ardour a vow fo propitious to

his intereft and revenge. The recent injuries of Sicily might pro-

voke a juft retaliation on the heads of the Saracens : the Normans,

whofe blood had been mingled with fo many fubjedl ftreams, were

encouraged to remember and emulate the naval trophies of their

fathers, and in the maturity of their ftrength they contended with

the decline of an African power. When the Fatimite caliph departed

for the conqueft of Egypt, he rewarded the real merit and apparent

fidelity of his fervant Jofeph, with a gift of his royal mantle, and

forty Arabian horfes, his palace with its fumptuous furniture, and

the government of the kingdoms of Tunis and Algiers. The Zei-

rides'°^, the defcendants of Jofeph, forgot their allegiance and grati-^

tude to a diftant benefactor, grafped and abufed the fruits of profpe-

rity ; and after running the little courfe of an Oriental dynafty^

were now fainting in their own weaknefs. On the fide of the

land, they were oppreiled by the, Almohades,. the fanatic princes

of Morocco, while the fea-coaft was open to the enterprifes of the

Greeks and Franks, who, before the clofe of the eleventh century,

had extorted a ranfom of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold. By
the firft arms of Roger, the ifland or rock of Malta, which has been

Cnce ennobled by a military and religious colony, was infeparably

'°^ See de Guignes, Hid. Generale des des Arabes, torn. ii. p. 70— 144. Th«ir com-v

Huns, torn. i. p. 369— 373. and Cardonne, mon original appears to be Novairi.

Hill, de I'Afrique, &c. fous la Domination

annexed.
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^ ^^ ^- annexed to the crown of Sicily. Tripoli '% a ftrong and maritime

<
, > city, was the next objedt of his attack ; and the flaughter of the

males, the captivity of the females, might be juftified by the fre-

quent pradlice of the Moflems themfelves. The capital of the Zei-

rides was named Africa from the country, and Mahadia"^ from the

Arabian founder : it is ftrongly built on a neck of land, but the im-

perfedion of the harbour is not compenfated by the fertility of the

adjacent plain. Mahadia was befieged by George the Sicilian ad-

miral, with a fleet of one hundred and fifty gallies, amply provided

with men and the inftruments of mifchief : the fovereign had fled,

the Moorifli governor refufed to capitulate, declined the lafl: and

irrefiftible aflault, and fecretly efcaping with the Moflem inhabitants,

abandoned the place and its treafures to the rapacious Franks. In

fucceflTive expeditions, the king of Sicily or his lieutenants reduced

the cities of Tunis, Safax, Capfia, Bona, and a long tra£l of the

fea-coaft
'°^

; the forti-efles were garrifoned, the country was tribu-

tary, and a boaft, that it held Africa in fubjedion, might be afcribed

with fome flattery on the fword of Roger "". After his death, that

fivord was broken ; and thefe tranfmarine pofl^eiTions were negledled,

evacuated, or loft, under the troubled reign of his fucceflTor '°\ The

triumphs of Scipio and Belifarius have proved, that the African con-

'°+ Tripoli (fays the Nubian geographer, fupplied by his friend the Abbe de Lon-

er more properly the Sherif al Edrifi) urbs guerue, with fome Arabic memorials (A. D.

fortis, faxeo muro vallata, fita prope litus 1 147, " 26, 27. A.D. 1148, N°i6. ..
maris, Hanc expugnavit Rogerius, qui mu- 1153, N°i6.)•

lieribus captivis duftis, vires peremit. '"' Appulus et Calaber, Siculus mihi fervit

"" See the geography of Leo Africanus et Afer.

(in Ramufio, torn. i. fol. 74. verfo, fol. 75• A proud infcription, which denotes, that the

refto), and Shaw's Travels (p. 1 10.), the Norman conquerors were ftill difcriminated

vii'•' book of Thuanus, and the xi'•' of the from their Chriftian and Moflem fubjefts.

Abbede Vertot. The poUeffion and defence '°' HugoFalcandus (Hill. Sicula, in Mura-

of the place was offered by Charles V. and tori Script, tom. vii. p. 270, 271.) afcribes

wifely declined by the knights of Malta. thefe lofles to the negledt or treachery of the
'^' Pagi has accurately marked the African admiral Majo.

conquells of Roger j and his criticifm was

10 tinent



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 631

tinent is neither inacce/Tible nor invincible : yet the great princes chap.
and powers of Chriftendom have repeatedly failed in their arma- j

'

_f

ments againil the Moors, v\'ho may ftill glory in the eafy conqueil

and long fervitude of Spain.

Since the deceafe of Robert Guifcard, the Normans had relin- His invafion

quiihed, above fixty years, their hoftlle defigns againil the empire of A. . "46.

the Eaft. The policy of Roger folicited a public and private union

with the Greek princes, whofe alliance would dignify his regal•

charader : he demanded in marriage a daughter of the Comnenian

family, and the firft ileps of the treaty feemed to promife a favour-

able event. But the contemptuous treatment of his ambafladors ex-

afperated the vanity of the new monarch ; and the infolence of the

Byzantine court was expiated, according to the laws of nations

by the fufferings of ai guiltlefs people'"'. With a fleet of feventy

gallies, George the admiral of Sicily appeared before Corfu : and

both the ifland and city were delivered into his hands by the dif-

aifeded inhabitants, who had yet to learn that a fiege is ftill more

calamitous than a tribute. In this invafion, of fome moment in the

annals of commerce, the Normans fpread themfelves by fea, and

over the provinces of Greece ; and the venerable age of Athens,

Thebes, and Corinth, was violated by rapine and cruelty. Of the

wrongs of Athens no memorial remains. The ancient walls, which

encompafled without guarding the opulence of Thebes, were fcaled

by the Latin Chriftians ; but their fole ufc of the Gofpel was to

fandify an oath, that the lawful owners had not fecreted any relic

of their inheritance or induftry. On the approach of the Normans

the lower town of Corinth was evacuated : the Greeks retired to the

"'9 The filence of the Sicilian hiilorians, Andrew Dandulus (Id. torn..\ii. p. 2S2, 283.)»

who end too foon or begin too late, muft be and the Greek writers Cinnamiis (!. iii.

fupplied by Otho of Frifingen, a German c. 3—5.) and Nicetas (in Manuel. 1. ii.

(de Geilis Frederic: I. 1. i. c. 33. in Mura- c. 1

—

6.).

tori Script, torn, vi, p. 668.), the Venetian

citadel.
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C HAP. citadel, which was feated on a lofty eminence, abundantly Watered

I „ .- ' by the claiTic fountain of Pirene ; an impregnable fortrefs, if the

want of courage could be balanced by any adv^antages of art or na-

ture. As foon as the befiegers had furmounted the labour (their

fole labour) of climbing the hill ; their general, from the command-

ing eminence, admired his own vidlory, and teftihed his gratitude to

heaven, by tearing from the altar the precious image of Theodore

the tutelary faint. The filk weavers of both fexes, whom George

tranfported to Sicily, compofed the moil valuable part of the fpoil,

and in comparing the ikilful induftry of the mechanic with the floth

and cowardice of the foldier, he was heard to exclaim, that the

-diftaiF and loom were the only weapons which the Greeks were ca-

His admiral pablc of ufmg. The progrefs of this naA^al armament was marked

Louis VII. by two confpicuous events, the refcue of the king of France, and
ranee

. ^-^^ infult of the Byzantine capital. In his return by fea from an

.unfortunate crufade, Louis the feventh was intercepted by the

Greeks, who bafely violated the iaws of honour and religion. The

fortunate encounter of the Norman fleet delivered the royal captive

;

and after a free and honourable entertainment in the court of Sicily,

iifuits Con- Louis continued his journey to Rome and Paris "°. In the abfence
antinop e.

^^ ^^^ empcror, Conftantlnople and the Hellefpont were left with-

out defence and without the fufpicion of danger. The clergy and

people, for the foldiers had followed the ftandard of Manuel, were

aftoniihed and difmayed at the hoftile appearance of a line of gallies,

which boldly caft anchor in the front of the Imperial city. The

forces of the Sicilian admiral were inadequate to the fiege or aifault

of an immenfe and populous metropolis : but George enjoyed the

"° To this imperfeft capture and fpeedy French, who maintain, marifque nullo im-

rclcue, I apply the wap' r,x6c , pediente periculo ad regnum proprium re-

ofCinnamus, 1. ii. c. 19. p. 49. Muratori, verfumeiTe; yet I obferve that their advocate,

on tolerable evidence (Annalid'ltalia, torn, ix•, Ducange, is lefs pofitive as the commentator

p. 420, 421•), laughs at the delicacy of the on Ciniiamus, than as the editor'].
glory

I
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glory ^ humbling the Greek arrogance, and of marking the path CHAP,
of conqueft to the navies of the Weft. He landed fome foldiers to <—_„_

—

t

rifle the fruits of the royal gardens, and pointed with filver, or more

probably with lire, the arrows which he difcharged againft the

palace of the Cxfars '". This playful outrage of the pirates of Sicily, emperor
Manuel re-

who had furprifed an unguarded moment, Manuel afxedled to de- puifei the

fpife, while his martial fpirit, and the forces of the empire, were a. D.'

awakened to revenge. The Archipelago and Ionian fea were co- ^^. Ha-

vered with his fquadrons and thofe of Venice, but I know not by

what favourable allowance of tranfports, viduallers, and pinnaces,

our reafon, or even our fancy, can be reconciled to the ftupendous

account of fifteen hundred veflels, which is propofed by a Byzantine

hiftorian. Thefe operations were dire<il;ed with prudence and energy:

in his homeward voyage, George loft nineteen of his gallies, which

were feparated and taken : after an obftinate defence, Corfu im-

plored the clemency of her lawful fovereign ; nor could a fiiip, a

foldier of the Norman prince, be found, unlefs as a captive, within

the limits of the Eaftern empire. The profperlty and the health of

Roger were already In a declining ftate : while he liftened in his

palace of Palermo to the meiTengers of vi£l:ory or defeat, the invin-

cible Manuel, the foremoft in every aftault, was celebrated by the

Greeks and Latins as the Alexander or Hercules of the age.

A prince of fuch a temper could not be fatisfled with having re- He reduces

pelled the infolence of a Barbarian. It was the right and duty, it ""
might be the intereft and glory, of Manuel to reftore the ancient ^^-^-"s;•

majefty of the empire, to recover the provinces of Italy and Sicily,

and to chaftife this pretended king, the grandfon of a Norman
vaflal "\ The natives of Calabria were ftill attached to the Greek

language
"' pp.Iatium regium fagittas igneas in- this infult ^raiyii-.i•, and- y.-rstM^i-a..

jecit, fays Dandulus; but Nicetas, l.ii. c.8. Thefe arrows, by the compiler, Vincent de

p. 66. transforms them into ;,9 /££?,- Beauvais, are again iranfmuted into gold.

f/'.tty, cT.-azTs;, and adds, that Manuel ftyled "^ For the invafion of Italy, which is al-

VOL. V. 4 ,
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C HA P. language and worihip, which had been inexorably profcribed by the

\ ,,-..^ Latin clergy : after the lofs of her dukes, Apulia was chained as a

fervile appendage to the crown of Sicily : the founder of the mo-

narchy had ruled by the fword ; and his death had abated the fear,

withoiit healing the difcontent, of his fubjeds : the feudal govern-

ment was always pregnant with the feeds of rebellion ; and a ne-

phew of Roger himfelf invited the enemies of his family and nation.

The majefty of the purple, and a feries of Hungarian and Turkiili

wars, prevented Manuel from embarking his perfon in the Italian

expedition. To the brave and noble Palxologus, his lieutenant, the

Greek monarch entrufted a fleet and army : the fiege of Bari was his

flril exploit ; and, in every operation, gold as well as fteel was the

inftrument of vidory. Salerno, and fome places along the weftera

coaft, maintained their fidelity to the Norman king ; but he loft in

two campaigns the greater part of his continental poffeffions; and

the modeft emperor, difdaining all flattery and falfehood, was content

with the reduction of three hundred cities or villages of Apulia and

Calabria, whofe names and titles were infcribed on all the walls of the

palace. The prejudices of the Latins were gratified by a genuine

His defign of or fiditious donation, under the feal of the German Ciefars "^
; but

Italian! the the fucceflOr of Conftantine foon renounced this ignominious pre-

/*^" ^^'
tence, claimed the indefeafible dominion of Italy, and profefled his

^•^• defign of chacing the Barbarians beyond the Alps. By the artful
1155— 1174, ° ° ^

&c. fpeeches, liberal gifts, and unbounded promifes, of their Eaftern

ally, the free cities were encouraged to perfevere in their generous

ftruggle agalnft the defpotifm of Frederic Barbarofla : the walls of

Milan were rebuilt by the contributions of Manuel ; and he poured,

moll overlooked by Nicetas, fee the more "' The Latin, Otho (de Geftis Frederic! 1.

polite hiftory of Cinnamus (I. iv. c. i— 15. 1. ii. c. 30. p. 734.), attefts the forgery: the

p. 78— loi.)» who introduces a diffufe nar- Greek, Cinnamus (1. i. c. 4. p. 78), claims

rative by a lofty profeffion, wsfi wii?; a promife of rellitution from Conrad and Fre-

Tf, . Tn; ItccK<^v yn?, «5 ««' TOuraj deric. An aft of fraud is always credible

Pic-fteioK a»aato-aiTo. «ten it is told of the Greeks.

4 fays
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fays the hlilorian, a river of gold into the bofom of Ancona, whofe

attachment to the Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmity of the

Venetians "\ The fituation and trade of Ancona rendered it an

important garrifon in the heart of Italy : it was twice befieged by

the arms of Frederic ; the Imperial forces were twice repulfed by

the fpirit of freedom ; that fpirit was animated by the ambaifador of

Conftantinople ; and the mdft intrepid patriots, the moil faithful fer-

vants were rewarded by the wealth and honours of the Byzantine

court'". The pride of Manuel difdained and rejeiled a Barbarian

colleague ; his ambition was excited by the hope of ftripping the

purple from the German ufurpers, and of eftabliihing, in the Weft,

as in the Eaft, his lawful title of fole emperor of the Romans. With

this view, he folicited the alliance of the people and the biihop of

Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the caufe of the Greek mo-
narch ; the fplendid nuptials of his niece with Odo Frangipani, fe-

cured the fupport of that powerful family '"", and his royal ftandard

or image was entertained with due reverence in the ancient metro-

polis '". During the quarrel between Frederic and Alexander the

third, the pope twice received in the Vatican the ambaiTadors of

Conftantinople. They flattered his piety by the long-promifed union

of the two churches, tempted the avarice of his venal court, and

exhorted the Roman pontiff" to feize the juft provocation, the favour-

able moment, to humble the favage infolence of the Alemanni, and

"* Quod Anconitani Grscum imperium worthy of his name and office (p. 76, &c.).

nimis diligerent Veneti fpeciali odio It is of the fecond fiege, that we poiTefs an

Anconam oderunt. The caufe of love, per- original narrative, which he has publiftied in

haps of envy, were the beneficia, flumen au- his great colleflion (torn. vi. p. 921—946.).

reum of the emperor ; and the Latin narrative "* We derive this anecdote from an ano-

is confirmed by Cinnamus (1. iv. c. 14, nymous chronicle of Foffa Nova, publifhed

p. 98.)• by Muratori (Script. Ital. torn. vii. p. 874,).
"5 Muratori mentions the two fieges of "' The B^to-iAauv irf/,£iot of Cinnamus (I. iv.

Ancona; the firft in 1167, again ft Frederic I. c. 14. p. 99.), is fufceptible of this double

in perfon (Annali, tom. x. p. 39, &c.) ; the fenfe. A ftandard is more Latin, an image

fecond, in 1173, againft his lieutenant more Greek,

Chriftian, archbiihop of Mentz, a man un-

4 2 to
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C A P. to acknowkdcre the true reprefentative of Conftantine and Au-
< .—-> gultus . >

Failure of ^|- thefc Italian conqueils, this unlvciTal veiii-n, foon efcaped from
hie ueligns. "l ' £> ' r

the hand of the Greek emperor. His firft demands were eluded by

the prudence of Alexander the third, who paufed on this deep and

momentous revolution "'
; nor could the pope be feduced by a per-

fonal difpute to renounce the perpetual inheritance of the Latin

name. After his re-union with Frederic, he fpoke a more peremp-

tory language, confirmed the aits of his predeceiTors, excomm.uni-

cated the adherents of Manuel, and pronounced the final feparation

of the churches, or at leaft the empires, of Conftantinople and

Rome '"'. The free cities of Lombardy no longer remembered their

foreign benefa61;or, and witliout preferving the friendfliip of Ancona,

he foon incurred the enmity of \^enice '"'. By his own avarice or

the complaints of his fubjeits, the Greek emperor was provoked to

arreft the perfons, and confifcate the efFeds, of the Venetian mer-

chants. This violation of the public faith exafpcrated a free and

commercial people : one hundred gallies were launched and armed

in as many days ; they fwept the coafts of Dalmatia and Greece
;

but after fome mutual wounds, the war was terminated by an agree-

ment, inglorious to the empire, infufficient for the republic ; and a

complete vengeance of thefe and of frefii injuries, was referved for

the fucceeding generation. The lieutenant of Manuel had informed

his fovereign that he was firong enough to quell any domeftic re-

"^ Nihilhominus quoque petebat, ut quia Alexandri III. p. 460,461.), fays the cautious

occafio julla et tempus opportunum et ac- pope.

ceptabile fe obtulerant, Romani corona im- '-° M/iJi», mai '.-^ v.-jT.fx

peril a fanilo apoftolo fibi redderetur; quo- tjjk^, - (Cinnamus,

niam non ad f rederici Alamanni, fed ad 1. iv. c. 14. p. 09•)•

iuum jusaiferuit pertinere (Vit. Aiexandrilll. "' In his vi''' book, Cinnamus dcfcribes

a Cardinal. Arragonise, in Script. Rerum Ital. the Venetian war, which Nicetas has not

torn. iii. par. i. p. 458.). His fecond em- thought worthy of his attention. The Ita-

bafiy was accompanied cum immenfa multi- lian accounts,which do not fatisfy ourcuriofity,

tudine pccuniarum. are reported by the annalift Muratori, under
"^ Nimis alta et perplexa funt (Vit. the years 1 171, .

volt
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volt of Apulia and Calabria j but that his forces were inaucquate to ^ ^'^ .^ I'•

refiri; the impending attack of the king of Sicily. His prophecy «u——v——-<

was fooa verified : the death of Pala^ologus devolved the command
on fevera! chiefs, alike eminent in rank, alike defective in military

talents ; the Greeks were opprefled by land and fea ; and a captive

remnant that efcaped the fwords of the Normans and Saracens, ab-

jured all future hoRillty againft the perfon or dominions of their

conqueror "'. Yet the king of Sicily efteemed the courage and con-

ftaucy of Manuel, who had landed a fecond army on the Italian

iliore : he rcfpedlfully addreffed the new Juftinian ; folicitcd a peace Peace with

or truce ot tnirty years, accepted as a gift, the regal title ; and ac- . D. 115O.

knowledged himfelf the military vaffal of the Roman empire '".

The Byzantine Caifars acquiefced in this fliadow of dominion, with-

out expelling, perhaps without deHring, the fervice of a Norman
army ; and the truce of thirty years was not difturbed by any hofti-

lities betvv-een Sicily and Conflantinople. About the end of that

period, the throne of Manuel was ufurped by an inhuman tyrant,

who had defer\'^ed the abhorrence of his country and mankind : the

fword of William the fecond, the grandfon of Roger, was drawn by

a fugitive of the Comncnian race ; and the fubjeds of Andronicus

might falute the ftrangers as friends, fuice they detefted their fove-

reign as the worft of enemies. The Latin hiflorians
'''*

expatiate on La!l «ar of

1 • 1 1 Ti • ''^^ Greeks
the rapid progrefs of the four counts who invaded Romania with a and Nor-

mins,

'-- This viilory is mentioned by Romua!d whether theie Greeks deceived themfelvc;,

of Salerno (in Muratori, Script. Ital. tom.vii. or the public, in thefe flattering portraits of

p. 19S ). It is whimfical enough, that in the grandeur of the empire,

the praife of the king of Sicily•, Cinnamus "^+ I can only quote of original evidence,

(1. iv. c. 13. p. 97, 93.) is much warmer and the poor chronicles of Sicard of Cremona
copious than Faicandus (p. 268. 270.)• But (p. 603.), and of Foffa Nova (p. 875.), ns

the Greek is fond of defcription, and the they are publifhed in the vi.''" tome of Mu-
Latin hillorian is not fond of William the ratori's hiftorians. The king of Sicily fenc

Bad. his troops contra neqiiitiam Andronici
"3 por the Epiille of William I. fee Cin- ad acquirendiim imperium C. P. They were

ii:jmus (I. iv. c. 15. p. loi, 102.), and Ni- capti aut confjfi decepti captlque, by

cetas
'J.

ii. c. 8.). It is diiucuk to anirm, Ifaac.

fleet
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C A P. fleet and army, and reduced many cailles and cities to the obedience

v_—.,--. of the king of Sicily. The Greeks"' accufe and magnify the wan-
A.D. 1185.

^^^ ^^^ facrilegious crueUies that were perpetrated in the fack of

Theffalonica the fecond city of -the empire. The former deplore

the fate of thofe invincible but unfufpedling warriors who were de-

ftroyed by the arts of a vanquiihed foe. The latter applaud, in fongs

of triumph, the repeated victories of their countrymen on the fea of

Marmora or Propontis, on the banks of the Strymon, and under the

walls of Durazzo. A revolution which puniihed the crimes of An-

dronicus, had united againft the Franks the zeal and courage of the

fuccefsful infurgents : ten thoufand were ilain in battle, and Ifaac

Angelus, the new emperor, might indulge his vanity or vengeance

in the treatment of four thoufand captives. Such was the event of

the laft conteft between the Greeks and Normans : before the expi-

ration of twenty years, the rival nations were loft or degraded in

foreign fervitude ; and the fucceflbrs of Conftantine did not long

furvive to infult the fall of the Sicilian monarchy.

William I. The fceptre of Roger fucceffively devolved to his fon and grand-

of^sicil'y,'"^ fon : they might be confounded under the name of William ; they

Fe^il—'^' are ftrongly difcriminated by the epithets of the bad and the good

:

.. 1 166, ^^j. ^j^^^g epithets, which appear to defcribe the perfedion of vice

and virtue, cannot ftridlly be applied to either of the Norman

princes. When he wms roufed to arms by danger and ihame, the

firft William did not degenerate from the valour of his race ; but his

temper was flothful ; his manners were diflblute ; his paifions head-

ftrong and mifchievous ; and the monarch is refponfible, not only

for his perfonal vices, but for thofe of Majo, the great admiral, who

"5 By the failure of Cinnamus, we are fall of Conftantinople exafperated his pre-

now reduced to Nicetas (in Andronico, 1. i. judices againft the Latins. For the honour

c. 7, 8, 9. I. ii. c. I. in Ifaac Angelo, 1. i. of learning I Ihall obferve that Homer's great

c. 1 1.), who now becomes a refpeiiiable commentator, Euftathius archbifhop of Thef-

contemporary. As he furvived the emperor falonica, refufid to defert his flock,

and the empire, he is above flattery: but the

abufed
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abufed the confidence, and confpired ap-ainft the life, of his bene- C r.

. . .
J-vi.

fa£lor. From the Arabian conqueft, Sicily had imbibed a deep "
'

tindlure of Oriental manners ; the defpotifm, the pomp, and even

the haram, of a fultan ; and a Chriftian people was oppreiTed and

infulted by the afcendant of the eunuchs, who openly profeiTed, or

fecretly cherifhed, the religion of Mahomet. An eloquent hiftorian

of the times '" has delineated the misfortunes of his country "'
: the

ambition and fall of the ungrateful Majo ; the revolt and puniih-

ment of his aflaffins ; the imprifonment and deliverance of the king

himfelf ; the private feuds that arofe from the public confufion
;

and the various forms of calamity and difcord which afflided Pa-

lermo, the iiland, and the continent, during the reign of William

the firft, and the minority of his fon. The youth, innocence, and William .
beauty of William the fecond "', endeared him to the nation: the A. D. 1166,

failions were reconciled ; the laws were revived ; and from the A^D^Tiig,

manhood to the premature death of that amiable prince, Sicily en-
^°''' "^'

joyed a iliort feafon of peace, juftice, and happinefs, whofe value

"^ The Hiftoria Sicula of Hugo Falcan- Hugues Foucault, a Frenchman by birth,

dus, which properly extends from 1154 to and at length abbot of St. Denys, had fol-

1169, is inferted in the vii''' volume of Mu- lowed into Sicily his patron Stephen de la

ratori's Colleflion (tom. vii. p. 259— 344•)» Perche, uncle to the mother of William II.

and preceded by an eloquent preface orepillle archbifhop of Palermo, and great chancellor

(p. 251—258.), de Calamitatibus Sicilis. of the kingdom. Yet Falcandus has all the

Falcandus has been ftyled the Tacitus of feelings of a Sicilian : and the title of ^/««.

Sicily; and, aftera juft, butimmenfe, abate- »«^ (which he bellows on himfelf), appears

ment, from the i« to the xii''• century, from to indicate, that he was born, or at leall

a fenator to a monk, I would not ftrip him educated, in the iiland.

of his title: his narrative is rapid and per-
" '^s Falcand. p. 303. Richard de St. Ger-

fpicuous, his ftyle bold and elegant, his ob- mano begins his hillory from the death and
fervation keen ; he had ftudied mankind, praifes of William II. After fome unmean-
and feels like a man. I can only regret the ing epithets, he thus continues: legis et

narrow and barren field on which his labours juftitix cultus tempore fuo vigebat in regno;
have been caft. fua erat quilibet forte contentus ; (were they

"J The laborious Benedictines (I'Art de mortals?) ubique pax, ubique fecuritas, nee

verifier les Dates, p. 896.) are of opinion, latronum metuebat viator infijias, nee maris

that the true name of Falcandus, is Ful- nauta ofFendicula piratarum (Scrip. Rerum
candus, or Foucault. According to them, Ital. tom. vii. p. 969.).

was
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C A P. •was enhanced by the remembrance of the paft and the dread of fu-

»_—^,——' turity. The legitimate male pofterity of Tancred of Hauteville,

was extindl in the perfon of the fecond William ; but his aunt, the

daughter of Roger, had married the moil powerful prince of the

age ; and Henry the fixth, the fon of Frederic BarbaroiTa, defcend-

ed from the Alps, to claiiicx the Imperial crown and the inheritance

of his wife. Againft the unanimous wiili of a free people, this in-

heritance could only be acquired by arms ; and I am pleafed to

tranfcribe the flyle and fenfe of the hiftorian Falcandus, who writes

at the moment and on the fpot, with the feelings of a patriot and

Lamentation the prophetic eye of a ftatefnian. " Conftantia, the daughter of

rian Falcan- " Sicily, nurfed from her cradle in the pleafures and plenty, and
"' " educated in the arts and manners, of this fortunate iHe, departed

" long fmce to enrich the Barbarians with our treafures, and now
" returns, with her favage allies, to contaminate the beauties of her

" venerable parent. Already I behold the fwarms of angry Bar-

" barians : our opulent cities, the places flouriihing in a long peace,

" are ihaken with fear, defolated by flaughter, confumed by rapine,

" and polluted by intemperance and luft. I fee the maffacre or

" captivity of our citizens, the rapes of cur virgins and matrons '"'.

" In this extremity (he interrogates a friend) how muil the Sicilians

" a£t ? By the unanimous election of a king of valour and ex-

" perience, Sicily and Calabria might yet be preferved '^"
; for in

" the levity of the Apulians, ever eager for new revolutions, I can

"' Conilanti.T, primis a cunabvilis in deli- florentia, met6 concutere, crcde vaftare, ra-

ciaruin tuarum afflucntia diutiys educata, tu- pinis atterere, et foedare luxuria: hinc cives

ifqiie inftitutis, dcilrinis et moribus informata, aut gladiis intercep;i, aut fervituta depreffi,

tandem opibus tuis Birbaros dclatura dif- virgines conllupratx, matron.-e, &:c.

cefilt: et nunc cum ingentibus copiis rever- '3=- Certe fi le^em non dubi.e virtutis e!e-

tiiur, ut pulcherrima nutricis ornamenta gerint, nee a Saracenis Chriftiani diflentiant,

barbaricA foeditate contaminet Intueri potent rex creatus rebus licet quafi defperatis

mihi jam viJeor turbulentas bnrbarorum acies et perditis fubvenire, et incurfus hoftium, Ci

. . . . civiiates opulentMS et loca diuturna pace prudencer egerir, propull'are.

7
" repofe
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" repofe neither confidence nor hope '^'. Should Calabria be loft the CHAP.
LV'I

" lofty towers, the numerous youth, and the naval ftrength, of y. -,- _/

" Meffina '", might guard the paiTage againft a foreign invader. If

" the favage Germans coalefce with the pirates of Meffina ; if they

" deftroy with fire the fruitful region, fo often wafted by the fires of
" mount iEtna '", what refource will be left for the interior parts of

" the ifland, thefe noble cities which ihould never be violated by the

" hoftile footfteps of a Barbarian ''*
? Catana has again been over-

" whelmed by an earthquake : the ancient virtue of Syracufe expires

" in poverty and folitude
'''

; but Palermo is ftill crowned with a

" diadem, and her triple walls inclofe the aftive multitudes of

" Chriftians and Saracens. If the two nations, under one king, can

" unite for then- common fafety, they may ruili on the Barbarians

" Avith Invincible arms. But if the Saracens, fatigued by a repetition

" of injuries, fliould now retire and rebel ; if they fliould occupy

" the caftles of the mountains and fea-coaft, the unfortunate Chrif-

*' tians, expofed to a double attack, and placed as it vv-ere be-

" tween the hammer and the anvil, muft refign themfelves to

" hopelefs and inevitable fervitude "^" We muft not forget, that a

"' In Apulis, qui, fomper novitate gnu- '^^' At vero, quia difficile eil Chriilianos

denies, novarum rerum fiudiis agur.tur, niiiil in tanto rerum turbine, (ublato regis timore

arbitror fpei aut fidiicia; reponendum. Saracenos non opprimere, fi Saraceni injuriis
'^' Si civiutn tuorum virtutem et audaciam fatigati ab eis cceperint difliiltre, et cafttlla

attendas, . .. . murorum etiam ambitum denils forte maritima vel raontanas munitiones oc-

turribus circumfeptum. c-jpaverint; ut i)inc cum Theutouicis fumma
'•'' Cum crudelitate piratica Theutonum virtute pugnandum illinc Saraccnis crebris

confligat atrocitas, et inter ambullos lapldes, iiifultibus occurrendum, quid putas afluri

et EthuK flagrantis incendia, &c. iurit Siculi in ter has deprefii nnguilias, ec
'+ Eam partem, quam nobiliHImarum velut inter malleum et incudem muho cum

civitatum fulgor illuftrat, qua; et toti regno difcrimine conftituti? hoc utique agent quod
fingulari meruit privilegio pr;eminere, nefa- poterunt, ut fe Barbaris miferabili conditione

rium eiret....vel barbarorum ingreiTu pol- dedentes, in eorum fe conferant pote.latem.

lui. I wiih to tranfcribe his florid, bat utinam p]ebis et procerum, Chrillianorum

curious, defcription of the palace, city, and et Saracenoruni vota conveniant; ut re^ein

luxuriant plain of Palermo. fibi concorditer eligentcs, barbaros totis viri-

'^' Vires non fuppetant, et conatus tuns bus, toto conanime, totifque defideriis pro-

tam inopia civium, quam paucit^s beiiatorum turbare contendant. The Normans and Si-

efidunt. cilians appear to be confounded,. V. 4 prieft
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CHAP, prieft here prefers his country to his religion ; and that the Moflems,

«-^—/--—» whofe alliance he feeks, were ftill numerous and powerful in the

ftate of Sicily.

Conqueft of The hopes, or at leaft the wiihes, of Falcandus, were at firft gra-

o/sidly by* tificd by the free and unanimous eleftion of Tancred, the grandfon

Henr^VlT of ^^^ ^^^ ^"^S» whofe birth was illegitimate, but whofe civil and

A. D. 1194. military virtues ihone without a blemiih. During four years, the

term of his life and reign, he flood in arms on the fartheft verge of

the Apulian frontier, againft the powers of Germany ; and the refti-

tution of a royal captive, of Conftantia herfelf, without injury or

ranfom, may appear to furpafs the moil liberal meafure of policy or

reafon. After his deceafe, the kingdom of his widow and infant fon

fell without a flruggle ; and Henry purfued his vidtorious march

from Capua to Palermo. The political balance of Italy was de-

ilroyed by his fuccefs ; and if the pope and the free cities had con-

fulted their obvious and real intereft, they would have combined the

powers of earth and heaven to prevent the dangerous union of the

German empire with the kingdom of Sicily. But the fubtle policy,

for which the Vatican has fo often been praifed or arraigned, was on

this occafion blind and inadive ; and if it were true that Celeiline

the third had kicked away the Imperial crown from the head of

the proftrate Henry "'', fuch an a£l of impotent pride could ferve

only to cancel an obligation and provoke an enemy. The Genoefe,

who enjoyed a beneficial trade and eftabliihment in Sicily, Uftenedf to

the promife of his boundlefs gratitude and fpeedy departure
'^'

: their

fleet commanded the ilreights of Meifina, and opened the harbour

'" The teftimony of an Englifhman, of the omnipotence of the holy father.

Roger de Hoveden (p. 689.), will lightly '^' Ego enim in eo cum Teutonicis raanere

weieh againft the filence of German and Ita- non debeo (CafFari, Annal. Genuenfcs, in

lian hiftory (Muratoii, Annalid'Italia, tom.x. Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, toni.vJ.

p. 156.). The prieds and pilgrims, who p. 367, 3O3.).

returned from Rcme, exalted, by every tale,

of
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of Palermo ; and the firft a£l of Ins government was to abolifli the ^ ^^ ^•

privileges, and to leize the property, of thefe imprudent allies. The < «— •*'>

laft hope of Falcandus was defeated by the difcord of the Chriftians

and Mahometans : they fought in the capital ; feveral thouiands of

the latter were flain ; but their furviving brethren fortified the

mountains, and difturbed above thirty years the peace of the ifland.

By the policy of Frederic the fecond, fixty thoufand Saracens were

tranfplanted to Nocera in Apulia. In their wars againft the Roman
church, the emperor and his fon Mainfroy were ftrengthened and

difgraced by the fervice of the enemies of Chriil ; and this na-

tional colony maintained their religion and manners in the heart of

Italy, till they were extirpated, at the end of the thirteenth century,

by the zeal and revenge of the houfe of Anjou '". All the cala-

mities which the prophetic orator had deplored, were furpafled by

the cruelty and avarice of the German conqueror. He violated the

royal fepulchres, and explored the fecret treafures of the palace,

Palermo, and the whole kingdom : the pearls and jewels, however

precious, might be eafily removed ; but one hundred and fixty

horfes were laden with the gold and filver of Sicily '*°, The

young king, his mother and ilfters, and the nobles of both fexes,

were feparately confined in the fortreiTes of the Alps ; and, on the

flighteft rumour of rebellion, the captives v/ere deprived of life,

of their eyes, or of tlie hope of pofterity. Conflantia herfelf was

'^' For the Saracens of Sicily and Nocera, ''° Muratori quotes a paffage froin Arnold

fee the Annals of Muratori (torn. x. p. 149. of I.ubec (1. iv. c. 20.) : Reperit thefauros

and A. D. 1223, 1247), Giannone (tom.ii. abfcondito?, et omnem lapidum pretioforum

p. 385.), and of the originals, in Muratori's et gemmarum gloriam, ita ut oneratis 160

CoUedtion, Richard de St. Germano (toin. \ii. fomariis, gloriofe ad terram fuam redierit*

p. 996.), Matteo SpinelU de Giovenazzo Roger de Hoveden, who mentions the vio-

(tom. vii. p. 1064. )> Nicholas de Jamfilla lation of the royal tombs and corpfes, com-
(totn. X. p. 49V• )> sf"! Mat:CO Villani putes the fpoil of Salerno at 200,coo ounces
(tom.xiv. I. vii. p. 103.). The lall of thefe of gold (p. 746.). On thefe occafions, I am
infinuaces, th.it in reducing the Saracens of almoll tempted to exclaim with the liftening

Nocera, Charles 11. of Anjou employed ra- maid in La Fontaine, " Je voudrois biea
ther artifice than violence. " avoir ce qui manque."

4 2 touched
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CHAP, touched with fympathy for the miferies of her country ; and the

» „— ,_/ heirefs of the Norman line might ftruggle to check her defpotic

huiband, and to fave the patrimony of her new-born fon, of an em-

peror fo famous in the next age under the name of Frederic the

Final ex- fecond. Ten years after this revolution, the French monarchs an-

theNormans, nexed to their crown the duchy of Normandy : the fceptre of her
A. D. 1204.

^j^^jgj^^ dukes had been tranfmitted, by a grand-daughter of William

the Conqueror, to the houfe of Plantagenet ; and the adventurous-

Normans, who had raifed fo many trophies in France, England, and

Ireland, in Apulia, Sicily, and the Eaft, were loft, either in vl^ory or

fervitude, among the vanquiihed nations.
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L'vIL

CHAP. LVII.

'The Turh of the "Houfc of Seljuk.—Their Revolt againf

Mahmud Conqueror of Hi?idofan.—Togrul fubdues

Perfa^ and proteBs the Caliphs.—Defeat and Capti-

vity of the Emperor Ro?na?ms Dioge?tes by Alp

Arfan.—Power and Magnificence of Malek Shah.—
Co?iquefi of Afia Minor and Syria.—State and Op-

prejfton of Jerufalem.—Pilgrifnages to the holy Se-

pulchre,

FROM the Ifle of Sicily, the reader muil tranfport himfelf beyond chap.
the Cafpian Sea, to the original feat of the Turks or Turk-

mans, againft whom the firft crufade was principally direited. Their

Scythian empire of the fixth century Avas long fmce diflblved ; but

the name was ftill famouo among the Greeks and Orientals ; and

the fragments of the nation, each a powerful and independent

people, were fcattered over the defert from China to the Oxus and

the Danube : the colony of Hungarians was admitted into the re-

public of Europe, and the thrones of Afia were occupied by flaves

and foldiers of Turkifh extraition. While Apulia and Sicily were

fubdued by the Norman lance, a fwarm of thefe northern ihepherds-

overfpread the kingdoms of Perfia : their princes of the race of Seljuk,

erefted a fplendid and folid empire from Samarcand to the confines

of Greece and Egypt; and the Turks have maintained their domi-

nion in Afia Minor, till the viilorious crefcent has been planted on

the dome of St. Sophia.

ns

The
Tunt
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One of the greatefi: of the Turlfiih princes, was Mamood or Mah-

mud ', the Gazaevide, who reigned in the eailern provinces of Perfia,

one thoufand years after the birth of Chrift. His father Sebeftagi

was the flave of the flave of the flave of the commander of the

faithful. But in this defcent of fervitude, the firfl: degree was merely

titular, fmce it was filled by the fovereign of Traufoxiana and Cho-

rafan, who ftill paid a nominal allegiance to the caliph of Bagdad.

The fecond rank was that of a minifter of ftate, a lieutenant of the

Samanides*, who broke, by his revolt, the bonds of political flavery.

But the third ftep was a ilate of real and domeftic fervitude iu the

family of that rebel ; from which Sebedagi, by his courage and

dexterity, afcended to the fupreme command of the city and pro-

vince of Gazna', as the fon-in-law and fucceifor of his grateful

mailer. The falling dynafty of the Samanides was at firfl: proteded,

and at laft overthrown, by their fervants ; and, in the public dif-

orders, the fortune of Mahmud continually encreafed. For him, the

title oifultan " was firil invented ; and his kingdom was enlarged

' I am indebted for his charailer and hif-

tory to d'Herbelot (Bibliotheque Orieniale,

Mahmud, p. 533— 537•)» ^'I- ^^ Guignes

(Hiftoire des Huns, torn. iii. p. 155— '73•).

and our countryman Colonel Alexander Dow
(vol.i. p. 23— 83.). In the two firil volumes

of his Hiilory of Hindollan, he ftyles him-

felf the tranflator of the Perfian Ferilhta

;

but in his florid text, it is not eafy to diftin-

£uiih the verfion and the original.

* The dynafty of the Samanides, conti-

nued 125 years, A. D. 874—999, under ten

princes. See their fucceffion and ruin, in

the TablesofM.de Guignes (Hift. des Huns,

totn.i. p-404.— 406.). They were followed

by the Gaznevides, A. D. 999— 1183 (fee

torn. i. p. 2^9, 240.). His divlfion of na-

tions often dillurbs the feries of time and

place.

' Gaznah hortos non habet : eft emporium

etdomicilium mercatura; Indies. AbulfeJic

Geograph. Reifk?, tab. xxiii. p. 349. d'Her-

belot, p. 364. It has not been vifited by

any modern traveller.

* By the ambafl'ador of the caliph of Bag-

dad, who employed an Arabian or Chaldaic

word that fignifies lord and mafler (d'Herbe-

lot, p, 825.J. It is interpreted ,^;,-, by the Byzantine writers

of the xi•'' century; and the name (H^p'J,
Soldanu.s) is fainiliarly employed in the

Greek and Latin languages, after it had

pafled from the Gaznevides to the Seljukides,

and other emirs of Afia and Egypt. Du-
cange (Diflertation .xvi. fur Joinville, P.23S
— 240. Glofl". Gra;c. et Latin.) labours to find

the title of fultan in the ancient kingdom of

Perfia; but his proofs are mere fhadows : a

proper name in the Themes of Conftantine

(ii. II.), an anticipation of Zonaras, &c.

and a medal of Kai Kliofrou, not (as he be-

lieves) the SaiT.inide of the vi'•", but the Sel-

jukide of Iconium of the xiii'"", century (de

Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom.i. p. 246.).

form
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from Tranfoxiana to the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, from the ihores ^ ^^ ^ P.

of the Cafpian to the mouth of the Indus, But the principal fource v.—,- .^

of his fame and riches was the holy war which he waged againft

the Gentoos of Hindoftan. In this foreign narrative I may not His twelve

coufume a page ; and a volume would fcarcely fuffice to recapitulate into Hia-

the battles and fieges of his twelve expeditions. Never was the

Mufulman hero difmayed by the inclemency of the feafons, the

height of the mountains, the breadth of the rivers, the barrennefs

of the defert, the multitudes of the enemy, or the formidable array

of their elephants of war '. The fultan of Gazna furpafl'ed the

limits of the conquefts of Alexander : after a march of three months,

over the hills of Cafhmir and Thibet, he reached the famous city

of Kinnoge ^, on the Upper Ganges ; and, in a naval combat on

one of the branches of the Indus, he fought and vanqulihed four

thoufand boats of the natives. Dehli, Labor, and Multan, were

compelled to open their gates : the fertile kingdom of Guzarat at-

traiiled his ambition and tempted his ftay ; and his avarice indulged

the fruitlefs project of difcovering the golden and aromatic iiles of

the Southern Ocean. On the payment of a tribute, the I'ajahs pre-

ferved their dominions ; the people, their lives and fortunes ; but to

the religion of Hindoftan, the zealous Mufulman was cruel and in-

exorable : many hundred temples, or pagodas, were levelled with

the ground ; many thoufand idols were demoliflied ; and the fer-

vants of the prophet were ftimulated and rewarded by the precious

materials of which they were compofed. The pagoda of Sumnat was

s Feriflita (apud Dow, Hiil. cf Hindoftan, bothra) is marked in latitude 27° 3', longi-

vol. i. p• 49.) mentions the report of gun tude 80° 13'. See d'Anville (Antiquite de

in the It.diau army. But as I am flow in I'lnde, p. —.), correfted by the local

believing this premature (A.D. locS) ufe knowledge of Major Rennel (in his excellent

of artillery, I muft delirc to fcrutinizs firft Memoir on his map of Hindocftan, p. 37

—

ihe text, and then the authority cf Feriihta, 43): 300 jewellers, 30,000 ihops for the

who lived in the Mogul court in the laft cen- arrcca nut, 60,ceo bands of muficians, &c.

tury. (Abulfed. Geograph. tab. xv. p. 274. Dow,
' Kinnouge, or Canouge (the old Pajim- vol.i.p. 16.), will allow an ample dedudion.

18 fituate
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fituate on the promontory of Guzarat, in the neighbourhood of

Diu, one of the laft remaining poileiTions of the Portuguefe \ It

was endowed with the revenue of two thoufand villages ; two thou-

fand Brahmins were confecratcd to the fervice of the Deity, vhom

they wailied each morning and evening in water from the diftant

Ganges : the fubordinate minifters confifted of three hundred mu-

ficians, three hundred barbers, and five hundred dancing girls, con-

fpicuous for their birth or beauty. Three fides of the temple were

protected by the ocean, the narrow iilhmus was fortified by a na-

tural or artificial precipice ; and the city and adjacent country were

ipeopled by a nation of fanatics. They confeifed the fins and the

punifhment of Kinnoge and Dehli ; but if the impious ftranger

ihould prefume to approach their holy precindls, he would furely be

overwhelmed by a blaft of the Divine vengeance. By this challenge,

the f^iith of Mahmud was animated to a perfonal trial of the ftrengtli

of this Indian deity. Fifty thoufand of his worihippers were pierced

by the fpear of the Moflems : the walls were fcaled ; the faniluary was

profaned ; and the conqueror aimed a blow^ of his iron mace at the

head of the idol. The trembling Brahmins are faid to have oifered

ten millions fterling for his ranfom ; and it was urged by the wifeft

counfellors, that the deftrudlion of a flone image would not change

the hearts of the Gentoos ; and that fuch a fum might be dedicated

to the relief of the true believers. " Your reafons," replied the

Sultan, " are fpecious and ftrong ; but never in the eyes of pofterity

" fhall Mahmud appear as a merchant of idols." He repeated his

blows, and a treafure of pearls and rubies, concealed in the belly of

the ftatue, explnined in fome degree the devout prodigality of the

Brahmins. The fragments of the idol were diftributed to Gazna,

Mecca, and Medina. Bagdad liftened to the edifying tale; and

•' The idolaters of Europe, fays Feriihta (Dow, vol. i. p. 66.). Confult Abulfeda

(p. 272.), and Rennil's map of Hindoollan.

12 Mahmud
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Mahinud was faluted by the caliph with the title of guardian of the chap.
L•V J I

,

fortune and faith of Mahomet. ^
,

>

From the paths of blood, and fuch is the hiftory of nations, I "'^ charac-

.
ter.

cannot refufe to turn afide to gather fome flowers of fcience or virtue.

The name of Mahmud the Gaznevide is ilill venerable in the Eaft

:

his fubjeds enjoyed the bleflings of profperity and peace ; his vices

were concealed by the veil of religion ; and two familiar examples

•will teftify his juftice and magnanimity. I. As he fat in the Divan,

an unhappy fubjedt bowed before the throne to accufe the infolence

of a Turkiih foldier who had driven him from his houfe and bed.

" Sufpend your clamours," faid Mahmud ;
" inform me of his next

" vifit, and ourfelf in perfon will judge and punifli the oifender."

The fultan followed his guide, inveited the houfe with his guards,

and extinguifhing the torches, pronounced the death of the criminal,

who had been feized in the ad: of rapine and adultery. After the

execution of his fentence, the lights were rekindled, Mahmud fell

prortrate in prayer, and rifing from the ground, demanded fome

homelj^fare, which he devoured with the voracioufnefs of hunger.

The poor man, whofe injury he had avenged, was unable to fup-

prefs his aftoniihment and curiofity ; and the courteous monarch

condefcended to explain the motives of this fingular behaviour. " I

•' had reafon to fufpe£l that none except one of my fons could dare

" to perpetrate fuch an outrage ; and I extinguiihed the lights, that

" my juftice might be blind and inexorable. My prayer was a

" thankfgiving on the difco\^ery of the offender ; and fo painful was
" my anxiety, that I had paffed three days without food fince the

" firft moment of your complaint." II. The fultan of Gazna had

declared war againft the dynafty of the Bowides, the fovereigns of

the weftern Perfia : he was difarmed by an epiftle of the fultana

mother, and delayed his invafion till the manhood of her fon '.

' D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, are rarely the language of the heart, or the

p. 527. Yet thefe letters, apothegms, &c, motives of public adion.

Vol. V. 4 " Daring
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C A P. « During the life of my liufband," faid the artful regent, " I was

< ^- __f
" ever apprehenfive of your ambition : he was a prince and a foldier

" worthy of your arms. He is now no more ; his fceptre has

" pafled to a woman and a child, and you dare not attack their

" infancy and weakneis. How inglorious would be your conqueft,

*' how ihameful your defeat ! and yet the event of war is in the

" hand of the Almighty." Avarice was the only defed that tar-

niihed the illuftrious charader of Mahmud ; and never has that

paffion been more richly fatiated. The Orientals exceed the mea-

fure of credibility in the account of millions of gold and filver,

fuch as the avidity of man has never accumulated ; in the magni-

tude of pearls, diamonds, and rubies, fuch as have never been pro-

duced by the workmanlhip of nature *. Yet the foil of Hindoftan

is impregnated with precious minerals ; her trade, in every age, has

attracted the gold and filver of the world ; and her virgin fpoils

were rifled by the firft of the Mahometan conquerors. His beha-

viour, in the laft days of his life, evinces the vanity of thefe pof-

feifions, fo laborioufly won, fo dangeroufly held, and fo inevitably

loft. He furveyed the vaft and various chambers of the treafury of

Gazna ; burft into tears ; and again clofed the doors, without be-

llowing any portion of the wealth which he could no longer hope

to preferve. The following day he reviewed the ftate of his mili-

tary force ; one hundred thoufand foot, fifty-five thoufand horfe,,

and thirteen hundred elephants of battle '°. He again wept the in-

ftability of human greatnefs ; and his grief was embittered by the

' For inftance, a ruby of four hundred puiflant et plus magnifique de tous les Rois

and fifty milkHls (Dow, vol. i. p. 53.). o•" de la terre (p. 376.).

fi.v pounds three ounces: the largefl in the "° Dow, vol. i. p. 65. The fovereign of

treafury of Dehli weighed feventeen miikals Kinoge is faid to have poflcfled 2500 ele-

(Voyages de Tavernier, partie ii. p. 280.)• phants (Abulfed. Geograph. tab xv. pz;.)..).

It is true, that in the Eall all coloured llones From thefe Indian ftories, the reader may
are called rubies (p• 355•)' ^""^ that Taver- correil a note in my firft volume (p. 253,

nier faw three larger and more precious 254.); or from that note he may correft

among the jewels de notie grand roi, le plus thefe llories.

hoftile
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hoilHe progrefs of the Turkmans, whom he had introduced into the chap.
heart of his Perfian kingdom. .

'
,.

In the modern depopulation of Afia, the regular operation Manners and

of government and agriculture is confmed to the neighbourhood the'Tuiks"or

of cities ; and the diftant country is abandoned to the pafto- '^"|^"1^"^>

ral tribes of Arabs, Curds, and Turkmans", Of the laft-mention- 980—1028.

ed people, two confiderable branches extend on either fide of the

Cafpian Sea: the weilern colony can mufter forty thoufand fol-

diers ; the eaftern, lefs obvious to the traveller, but more ftrong and

populous, has encreafed to the number of one hundred thoufand

families. In the midft; of civilized nations, they preferve the man-
ners of the Scythian defert, remove their encampments with the

change of feafons, and feed their cattle among the ruins of palaces

and temples. Their flocks and herds are their only riches ; their

tents, either black or white, according to the colour of the banner,

are covered with felt, and of a circular form ; their winter apparel

is a flieep-fkin ; a robe of cloth or cotton their fummer garment : the

features of the men are harih and ferocious ; the countenance of

their women is foft and pleafmg. Their wandering life maintains

the fpirit and exercife of arms ; they fight on horfeback ; and their

courage is difplayed in frequent contefts with each other and with

their neighbours. For the licence of pafture they pay a flight tribute

to the fovereign of the land ; but the domeftic jurifdidion is in the

hands of the chiefs and elders. The firfl: emigration of the eaftern

Turkmans, the moft ancient of their race, may be afcribed to the

tenth century of the Chriftian sera ". In the decline of the caliphs,

• See a jull and natural pifture of thefe be traced in the laborious Hiilory of the Hunt,
paftoral manners, in the hiftory of William by IW. de Guignes (tom.i. Tables Chrono-
archbiftiop of Tyre (1. i. c. vii. in the Gefla logiques, J. v. torn. iii. 1. vii. ix. .), and
Dei per Francos, p. 633, 634.), and a va- the Bibliotheque Orientale of d'Herbelor,

luable note by the editor of the Hiftoire Ge- (p. 799—802. 897—901.)» Elmacin (Hift.

nealogique des Tatars, p. 535— 538. Saracen, p. 331—333. }> and Abulpharagius
'* The firft emigrations of the Turkmans, (Dynall. p. 221, 222.).

and doubtful origin of the S«ljukians, may

4 2 and
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CHAP, and the weakaefs of their lieutenants, the barrier of the Taxartes

V, —^~._> was often violated : in each invafion, after the vidtory or retreat

of their countrymen, fome wandering tribe, embracing the Maho-

metan faith, obtained a free encampment in the fpacious plains and

pleafant climate of Tranfoxiana and Carizme. The Turkiih flaves

who/afpired to the throne encouraged thefe emigrations, which re-

cruited their armies, awed their fubjeits and rivals, and protedled the

frontier againft the wilder natives of Turkeftan ; and this policy was

abufed by Mahmud the Gaznevide beyond the example of former

times. He was admoniflied of his error by a chief of the race of

Seljuk, who dwelt in the territory of Bochara. The fultan had en-

quired what fupply of men he could furniih for military fervice.

" If you fend," replied Ifmael, " one of thefe arrows into our

" camp, fifty thoufand of your fervants will mount on horfeback."

" And if that number," continued Mahmud, " fliould not be fuf-

" ficient ?" " Send this fecond arrow to the hord of Balik, and

" you will find fifty thoufand more." " But," faid the Gaznevide,

diifembling his anxiety, " if I ihould ftand in need of the whole

" force of your kindred tribes ?" " Difpatch my bow," was the laft

reply of Ifmael, " and as it is circulated around, the fummons will

" be obeyed by two hundred thoufand horfe." The apprehenfion

of fuch formidable friendihip induced Mahmud to tranfport the moil

obnoxious tribes into the heart of Chorafan, where they would be

feparated from their brethren by the river Oxus, and inclofed on all

fides by the walls of obedient cities. But the face of the country

was an objed of temptation rather than terror ; and the vigour of

government was relaxed by the abfence and death of the fultan

of Gazna. The iliepherds were converted into robbers ; the bands

of robbers were colleded into an army of conquerors : as far as

Ifpahan and the Tigris, Perfia was afiiided by their predatory in-

roads ; and the Turkmans were not afliamed or afraid to meafure

their courage and numbers with the proudeft fovereigns of Afia.

Maifoud,
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MaiToud, the fon and fucceiTor of Mahmud, had too long negleded

the advice of his wifeft Omrahs. " Your enemies," they repeatedly

urged, " were in their origin a fwarm of ants ; they are now little

" fnakes ; and, unlefs they be inftantly crufhed, they will acquire

" the venom and magnitude of ferpents." After fome alternatives

of truce and hoftility, after the repulfe or partial fuccefs of his lieu-

tenants, the fultan marched in perfon againfl the Turkmans, who
attacked him on all fides with barbarous ihouts and irregular onfet.

" MaiToud," fays the Perfian hiftorian "', " plunged fingly to oppofe They defeat

the torrent or gleammg arms, exhibiting luch acts of gigantic vides, and

" force and valour as never king had before difplayed. A few of Ha,

" his friends, roufed by his words and adions, and that innate ho-
^'^' '°^^'

** nour which infpires the brave, feconded their lord fo well, that

" wherefoever he turned his fatal fword, the enemies were mowed
" down, or retreated before him. But now, when vi£lory feemed

*' to blow on his ftandard, misfortune was adive behind it ; for

*' when he looked round, he beheld almoft his whole army, except-

*' ing that body he commanded in perfon, devouring the paths of

" flight." The Gaznevide was abandoned by the cowardice or

treachery of fome generals of Turkiih race ; and this memorable

day of Zendecan '* founded in Perfia the dynafty of the ihepherd

kings ".-

" Dow, Hift. ofHindoftan, vol. i. p. 89. duflion and manufadlure of cotton.

95— 9S. I have copied this paflage as a '^ The Byzantine hiftorians (Cedrenus^

fpecimen of the Perfian manner; but I torn. ii. p. 766, 767. Zonaras, tom.li. p. 255.

fufpeft, that by feme odd fatality, the ftyle Nicephorus Bryennius, p. 21.) have con-

cf Feriihta has been improved by that of founded, in this revolution, the truth of

Oflian. time and place, of names and perfons, of
'* The Zendekan ofd'Herbelot (p. 1028.)» caufes and events. The ignorance and errors

the Dindaka of Dow (vol. i. p. 97.), is pro- of thefe Greeks (which I fliall not flop to un-

bably the Dandanekan of Abulfeda (Geo- ravel) may infpire fome dillruft of the llory

graph, p. 345. Reiike), a fmall town of of Cyaxares and Cyrus, as it is told by their

Chorafan, two days journey from Maru, moft eloquent predeceffors.

and renowned through the Ball for the pro-

The
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CHAP. The vidorious Turkmans immediately proceeded to the eledioa

I of a king ; and, if the probable tale of a Latin hiftorian '* deferves

([^^"s^im- any credit, they determined by lot the choice of their new mailer.

^^^^^' _ A number of arrows were fucceiEvely infcribed with the name of a

1038—1152. tribe, a famiiy, and a candidate ; they were drawn from the bundle

by the hand of a child ; and the important prize was obtained by

Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael, the fon of Seljuk, whofe furname

was immortalifed in the greatnefs of his pofterity. The fultan

Mahmud, who valued himfelf on his ikill in national genealogy,

profelTed his ignorance of the family of Seljuk
; yet the father of

that race appears to have been a chief of power and renown '%

For a daring intrufion into the haram of his prince, Seljuk was

baniihed from Turkeftan : with a numerous tribe of his friends and

vaiTals, he paiTed the Jaxartes, encamped in the neighbourhood of

Samarcand, embraced the religion of Mahomet, and acquired the

crown of martyrdom in a war againft the infidels. His age, of an

hundred and feven years, furpaifed the life of his fon, and Seljuk

adopted the care of his two grandlbns, Togrul and Jaafar ; the eldefl

of whom, at the age of forty-five, was inverted with the title of

Reign and fultan, in the royal city of Niihabur. The blind determination of^, chance was juftified by the virtues of the fuccefsful candidate. It

^'^' c would be fuperfluous to praife the valour of a Turk : and the am-
1038—1063. r r »

bition of Togrul " was equal to his valour. By his arms, the Gaz-

'^ Willerm. Tyr. l.i. c. 7. p-633. The of Abulghazi Bahadur Khan {Hid. Genea-

divination by arrows is ancient and famous in logique, p. 148.), we quote in their favour

the Eaft. 'he moll weighty evidence of a Tartar prince

" D'Herbelot, p.801. Yet after the for- himfelf, the defcendant of Zingis, Alanka-

tune of his pofterity, Seljuk became the vah, or Alancu, and Oguz Khan,

thirty-fourth in lineal defcent from the great '^ By a flight corruption, Togrul Beg is

Afrafiab, emperor of Touran (p. 800.)• The the Tangroli-pix of the Greeks. His reign

Tartar pedigree of the houfe of Zingis gave and charafter are faithfully exhibited by

a different caft to flattery and fable; and the d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 1027, 1028.)

hiftorian Mirkhond derives the Seljukides and de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, torn. iii.

from Alankavah, the virgin mother (p. 801. p. 189— ioi.}.

cgl. 2.). If they be the fame as the Zalzuti

nevides
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nevldes were expelled from the eaftern kingdoms of Pcrfia, and

gradually driven to the banks of the Indus, in fearch of a fofter and

more wealthy conqueft. In the Weil he annihilated the dynafty of

the Bowides ; and the fceptre of Irak paifed from the Perfian to the

Turkilh nation. The princes who had felt, or who feared, the Sel-

jukian arrows, bowed their heads in the duft ; by the conqueft of

Aderbijan, or Media, he approached the Roman confines ; and the

ihepherd prefumed to difpatch an ambaiTador or herald to demand

the tribute and obedience of the emperor of Conftantinople ". In

his own dominions, Togrul was the father of his foldiers and people ;,

by a firm and equal adminiftration Perfia was relieved from the evils

of anarchy ; and the fame hands which had been imbrued in blood

became the guardians of juftice and the public peace. The more

ruftic, perhaps the wifeft, portion of the Turkmans " continued to

dwell in the tents of their anceftors ; and, from the Oxus to the

Euphrates, thefe military colonies were protedled and propagated by

their native princes. But the Turks of the court and city were

refined by bufinefs and foftened by pleafure : they imitated the drefs,,

language, and manners, of Perfia ; and the royal palaces of Ni-

ihabur and Rei difplayed the order and magnificence of a great mo-

narchy. The moft deferving of the Arabians and Perfians were

promoted to the honours of the ilate ; and the whole body of the

Turkiih nation embraced with fervour and fincerity the religion of

Mahomet. The northern fwarms of Barbarians, who overlpread

both Europe and Afia, have been irreconcilably feparated by the

'9 Cedrenus, tona.ii. p. 774, 775. Zona- which at leaft is popular and convenient.

MS, torn. ii. p. 357. With their ufual know. The names are the fame, and the addition of
ledge of Oriental affairs, they defcribe the man, is of. the fame import in the Perfic and
ambaiTador as perif, who, like the fyncel- Teutonic idioms. Few critics will adopt the

lus of the patriarch, was the vicar and fuccef- etymology of James de Vitry (Hill. Hierofol.

for of the caliph. 1. i. c. 11. p. 1061.), of Turcomani, quaii
" From William of Tyre, I have borrow• Turci et Comani, a mixed people,

ed this dilUnclicn of Turks and Turkmans,

4 confe-
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c HA P. coafequences of a fimllar conduil. Among the Moflems, as among
»

,,
' the Chriftians, their vague and local traditions have yielded to the

reafon and authority of the prevailing fyftem, to the fame of anti-

quity, and the confent of nations. But the triumph of the Koran

is more pure and meritorious, as it was not affifted by any vifible

fplendour of worihip which might allure the Pagans by fome re-

iemblance of idolatry. The firft of the Seljukian fultans was con-

fpicuous by his zeal and faith : each day he repeated the five prayers

which are enjoined to the true believers : of each week, the two firft

days were confecrated by an extraordinary faft ; and in every city a

mofch was completed, before Togrul prefumed to lay the foundations

of a palace ".

He delivers With the belief of the Koran, the fon of Seljuk imbibed a lively

Bagdad, reverence for the fucceflbr of the prophet. But that fublime cha-
A.D. 1055. y^Q_Qj. ^jjg {^jii difputed by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, and

each of the rivals was folicitous to prove his title in the judgment

of the ftrong though illiterate Barbarians. Mahmud the Gaznevide

had declared himfelf in favour of the Hne of Abbas ; and had treated

with indignity the robe of honour which was prefented by the Fati-

mite ambaffador. Yet the ungrateful Haihemite had changed with

the change of fortune ; he applauded the vidory of Zendecan, and

named the Seljukian fultan his temporal vicegerent over the Moilem

world. As Togrul executed and enlarged this important truft, he

was called to the deliverance of the caliph Cayem, and obeyed the

holy fummons, which gave a new kingdom to his arms ". In the

palace of Bagdad, the commander of the faithful ftill ilumbered, a

venerable phantom. His fervant or mafter, the prince of the Bowides,

could no longer proted him from the infolence of meaner ty-

^' Hill. Generale des Huns, torn. iii. [-.165, thezTUdesofthcJiiaJ^Jes, Caber, zndCaiem,

166, 167. M. de Guignes quotes Abulma- and the Annals of Elmacin and Abulphara-

hafen, an hiflorian of Egypt. gius.

'' Confult the Bibliotheque Orientalc, in

6 rants

;
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rants : and the Euphrates and Tigris opprefied by the revolt of C A p.

the Turkiih and Arabian emirs. The prefcnce of a conqueror was _ -.-'_j

implored as a bleffing ; and the tranfient mifchiefs of hre and fword

were exxufed as the iharp but falutary remedies wiiich alone could re-

ftore the health of the republic. At the head of an irrefiftible force,

the fultan of Perfia marched from Hamadan : the proud were

cruihed, the proftrate were fpared ; the prince of the Bowides dif-

appeared ; the heads of the moil obftinate rebels were laid at the

feet of Togrul ; and he infliited a lefTon of obedience on the people

of Moful and Bagdad. After the chaftifement of the guilty, and

the reftoration of peace, the royal ihepherd accepted the reward of

his labours ; and a folemn comedy reprefented the triumph of reli- His Inveftl-

gious prejudice over Barbarian power". The Turkiflr fultan em- '

barked on the Tigris, landed at the gate of Racca, and made his

public entry on horfeback. At the palace-gate he refpedfully dif-

mounted, and walked on foot, preceded by his emirs without arms.

The caliph was feated behind his black veil : the black garment of

the Abbaflides was caft over his ihoulders, and he held in his hand

the ftaff of the apoftle of God. The conqueror of the Eaft kiiTed

the ground, flood fome time in a modeft pofture, and was led to-

wards the throne by the vizir and an interpreter. After Togrul had

feated himfelf on another throne, his commiffion was publicly read,

which declared him the temporal lieutenant of the vicar of the pro-

phet. He was fucceffively inverted with feven robes of honour, and

prefented with feven flaves, the natives of the feven climates of the

Arabian empire. His myftic veil was perfumed with muik ; two

crowns vere placed on his head, two fcymetars were girded to his

fide, as the fymbols of a double reign over the Eaft and Weft.

After this inauguration, the fultan was prevented from proftrating

'' For this 'Curious ceremony I am in- Bondari, who compofed in Arabic the hiflcry

debted to M. de Guignes (torn. iii. p. 197, of the Seljukides (torn. v. p. 365.). I am
198.). and that learned author is obliged to ignorant of his age, country, and cbarailer.

Vol. V. 4 himfelf
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hlinfelf a fecond time ; but he twice kified the hand of the com-

mander of the faithful, and his titles were proclaimed by the voice

of heralds and the applaufe of the Moilems. In a fecond vifit to.

Bagdad, the Seljukian prince again refcued the caliph from his ene-

mies ; and devoutly, on foot, led the bridle of his mule from the

prifon to the palace. Their alliance was cemented by the marriage

of Togrul's filler with the fucceflbr of the prophet. Without reludance

he had introduced a Turkiih virgin into his haram ; but Cayem

proudly refufed his daughter to the fultan, difdained to mingle the

blood of the Hafhemites with the blood of a Scythian ihepherd
;

and protraded the negociation many months, till the gradual di-

minution of his revenue admoniihed him that he was ftill in the

and death, hands of a mafter. The royal nuptials were followed by the death

A. 0.1063.
of Togrul himfelf '*; as he left no children, his nephew Alp Ar-

flan fucceeded to the title and prerogatives of fultan ; and his name,

after that of the caliph, was pronounced in the public prayers of the

Moflems. Yet in this revolution, the AbbaiTides acquired a larger

meafure of liberty and power. On the throne of Afia, the Turkiih

monarchs were lefs jealous of the domeflic adminiftration of Bagdad
;

and the commanders of the faithful were relieved from the ignomi-

nious vexations to which they had been expofed by the prefence

and poverty of the Perfian dynafty.

The Turks Since the fall of the caliphs, the difcord and degeneracy of the

i.ivade the
Saraccus refpe£ted the Afiatic provinces of Rome ; which, by the

Roman e.-n- ^ ^

P're, vidories of Nicephorus, Zimifces, and Bafil^ had been extended as

far as Antioch and the eaftern boundaries of Armenia. Twenty-

five years after the death of Bafil, his fucceflbrs were fuddenly af-.

faulted by an unknown race of Barbarians, who united the Scythian

valour with the fanaticifm of new profelytes, and the art and riches

'* Eodem anno (. H. 455) obiit princeps invaferat, ita ut obedirent ei reges atque ad

Togrulbecus rex fuit clemenf, prsdens, et ipfum fcriberent. Elmacin, Hiil. Saracen.

Ffrit'jB regnantlij.cuj'is terror corda martalium p. 34-• ^^^^• Erpeaii.

cf
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of a powerful monarchy ". The myriads of Turkifli horfe over- C HA P.

fprcad a frontier of fix hundred miles from Tauris to Arzeroum, ' ,

—

and the blood of one hundred and thirty thoufand Chriftians was a

grateful facrifice to the Arabian prophet. Yet the arms of Togrul

did not make any deep or lafting impreifion on the Greek empire.

The torrent rolled away from the open country ; the fultan retired with-

out glory or fuccefs fi om the fiege of an Armenian city ; the obfcure

hoftilities were continued or fufpended with a viciiFitude of events
;

and the bravery of the Macedonian legions renewed the fame of

the conqueror of Afia ^\ The name of Alp Arflan, the valiant J'^^'g" °f

• n- r . r f • r
Alp Arflan.

Hon, is expremve of the popular idea of the perfedion of man ; and A.D.

ihe fucceiTor of Togrul difplayed the fiercenefs and generofity of the ^

royal animal. He paffed the Euphrates at the head of the Turkifli

cavalry, and entered Ca;farea, the metropolis of Cappadocia, to

which he had been attracted by the fame and wealth of the temple

of St. Bafrl. The folid flrudure refifted the deftroyer: but he car-

ried away the doors of the ihrine incruiled with gold and pearls,

and profmed the relics of the tutelar faint, whofe mortal frailties

were now covered by the venerable ruil; of antiquity. The final Conquert of

conqueit of Armenia and Georgia was atchieved by Alp Arflan. Georgia.

In Armenia, the title of a kingdom, and the fpirit of a nation, were 1065—63.
annihilated : the artificial fortifications were yielded by the merce-

naries of Conftantinople ; by ftrangers without faith, veterans with-

out pay or arms, and recruits without expeiience or dlfcipline. The

*' For tliefe wars of the Turks and Ro- and the accuracy of de Guigncs (Hiil. des

Bians, fee in general the Byzantine hillories Huns, ton), iii. 1. x.).

of Zonaras and Cedrentis, Scylitzes the con- " 'EfsfiTo yz-f tv Tapxcn? :, uq eid wsT-t-

tinuator of Cedrenus, and Nicephorus Bry- f«»o»«3•,» Tbckm ysnf «7.0 rr.croia-.rr.i

cnnius Csfar. The two firfl; of ihefe were JijaftEu ,» 5 M2ke\»;» xararf:-

monks, the two latter ftatefmen ; yet fuch ni;:ra.c. Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 791.

were the Greeks, that the diflerence of ftyle The credulity of the vulgar is always pro-

and charadler is fcarcely difcernible. For bable; and the Turks had learned from the

the Orientals, I draw as ufual on the wealth Arabs the hiilory or legend of Efcandcr Dul-

cf d'Herbelot (fee titles of the firll Seljukides) carnein (d'llcrbclot, p. 31;", S^c).

4 2 lofs
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C HAP. lofg of this important frontier was the news of a day ; and the Ca-

* ' tholics were neither furprifed nor dlfpleafed, that a people fo deeply

infe£ted with the Neftorian and Eutychian errors, had been delivered

by Chrifl: and his mother into the hands of the infidels". The

woods and vallies of mount Caucal'us were more ftrenuoufly de-

fended by the native Georgians" or Iberians: but the Turkifh fultaa

and his fon Malek were indefatigable in this holy war ; their captives

were compelled to promife a fpiritual as well as temporal obedience
j

and, inftead of their collars and bracelets, an iron horfe-ihoe, a badge

of ignominy, was impofed on the infidels who ilill adhered to the

worihip of their fathers. The change, however, was not fincere

or univerfal ; and, through ages of fervitude, the Georgians have

maintained the fuccellion of their princes and biihops. But a race

of men, whom nature has caft in her moil perfedl mould, is de-

graded by poverty, ignorance, and vice ; their pi-ofeflion, and ftill

more their practice, of Chriilianity is an empty name ; and if they

have emerged from herefy, it is only becaufe they are too illiterate

to remember a metaphyfical creed ^'.

The emperor The falfe Or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud the Gaznevide,

DiO^enes,
'^^'^^ ^°^ imitated by Alp Arflan ; and he attacked without fcruple

^A^\ the Greek emprefs Eudocia and her children. His alarming progrefs

*' 'Oi XM liSrfiKv xai ^/', > Ap- from their agriculture, as the yiufyoi

(Xina» oixao-ij" >> laiaixi)» ra Nsrops xo" of Herodotus (1. iv. c. t8. p. 289. edit. Wef-

Tiiv Axi'pciKtiiv Ofv:rxEt«i7iv «ifsyi» (Scylitzes, ad feling). But it appears only fince the cru-

calcem Cedreni, torn. ii. p. 834. whofe am- fades, among the Latins (Jac. a Vitriaco,

biguous conftruftion ihal! not tempt irie to Hift. Hierofol. c. 79. p. 1095.) ard Orientals

fufpefl that he confounded the Neltorian (d'Herbelot, p. 407.), and was devoutly

and Monophyfite herefies). He familiarly borrowed from St. George of Cappadocia.

talks of the ,-, , ,.>.;:, „;yr, «, qualities, ^9 Molheim, IniVitur. Hift. Ecclef. p. 632.
as I fliould apprehend, very foreign to the See in Chardin's Travels (torn. i. p. 171—
perfefl Being; but his bigotry is forced to 174.), the manners and religion of this hand-
confefs, that they were foon afterwards dif- fome but worthlefs nation. See the pedi-

charged on the orthodox Romans. gree of their princes from Adam to the pre-
*' Had the name of Georgians been fent century, in the Tables of M. de Guignes

known to the Greeks (Stritter, Memoriae (tom.i. p• 433—138.).
Bezant, torn, iv. IbericaJ, I ihould derive it

1

2

compelled
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compelled her to give herfelf and her fceptre to the hand of a fol-

dier ; and Romanus Diogenes was invefted with the Imperial purple.

His patriotifm, and perhaps his pride, urged him from Conftanti-

nople within two months after his acceihon ; and the next campaign

he moft fcandaloufly took the field during the holy feftival of Kafter.

In the palace, Diogenes was no more than the huiband of Eudocia :

in the camp, he was the emperor of the Romans, and he fuftained

that charader with feeble refouxces and invincible courage. By his

fpirit and fuccefs, the foldiers were taught to ad, the fubjeds to

hope, and the enemies to fear. The Turks had penetrated into the

heart of Phrygia ; but the fultan himfelf had refigned to his emirs

the profecution of the war ; and their numerous detachments were

fcattered over Afia in the fecurity of conquefl. • Laden with fpoil

and carelefs of difcipline, they were feparately furprifed and defeated

by the Greeks : the adivity of the emperor feemed to multiply his

prefence ; and while they heard of his expedition to Antioch, the

enemy felt his fword on the hills of Trebizond. In three laborious

campaigns, the Turks were driven beyond the Euphrates : in the

fourth and laft, Romanus undertook the deliverance of Armenia.

The defolation of the land obliged him to tranfport a fupply of two

months provifions ; and he marched forwards to the fiege of Ma-
lazkerd^°, an important fortrefs in the midway between the modern

cities of Arzeroum and Van. His army amounted, at the leaft, to

one hundred thoufand men. The troops of Conftantinople were

reinforced by the diforderly multitudes of Phrygia and Cappadocia
;

but the real ftrength was compofed of the fubjeds and allies of

Europe, the legions of Macedonia, and the fquadrons of Bulgaria

;

^' This city is mentioned by Conftantine maps has very properly fixed the iituation.

Porphyrogenicus (Je • Adminiftrat. Imperii, Abulfeda (Geograph. tab. xviii. p. 310.)
1. ii. C.44. p. 119.). and the Byzantines of defcribes Maiafgerd as a fmall town, built

the xi"• century, under the name of Mantzi- with black Hone, fupplied with water, with-

kierte, and by fome is confounded with out trees, &c.

Theodofiopolis ; but Deilile, in his notes and

the
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CHAP, the Uzl, a Moldavian hord, who were themfelves of the Turklfli
LVII.

3. ,^ -,— .,» race '

; and, above all, the mercenary and adventurous bands of

French and Normans. Their lances were commanded by the valiant

Uriel of Baliol, the kinfman or father of the Scottifli kings ^\ and

were allowed to excel in the exerciie of arms, or, according to the

Greek ftyle, in the pradice of the Pyrrhic dance.

Defeat of the On the report of this bold invafion, which threatened his heredi-

A. D. 1071, tary dominions. Alp Arilan flew to the fcene of adtion at the head

"^"
of forty thoufand horfe ". His rapid and ikilful evolutions diilrefled

and difmayed the fuperior numbers of the Greeks ; and in the de-

feat of Bafilacius, one of their principal generals, he difplayed the

firfl: example of his valour and clemency. The imprudence of the

emperor had feparated his forces after the redudion of Malazkerd.

It was in vain that he attempted to recal the mercenary Franks: they

refufed to obey his fummons ; he difdained to await their return

:

the defertion of the Uzi filled his mind with anxiety and fufpicion
;

and againft the moft falutary advice he ruihed forwards to fpeedy

and decifive adion. Had he liftened to the fair propofals of the

fultan, Romanus might have fecured a retreat, perhaps a peace ; but

in thefe overtures he fuppofed the fear or weaknefs of the enemy,

and his anfwer was conceived in the tone of infult and defiance.

3" The Uzi of the Greeks (Stritter, on the Tees, married an heirefs of Scotland,

Memor. Byzant. torn. iii. 923—948.) are &c. Ducange (Nor. ad Nicephor. Bryen-

the Gozz of the Orientals (Hift. des Huns, nium, I. ii. N° 4.) has laboured the fubjeft

torn. ii. p. 522. tom.iii. p. 133, &c.). They in honour of the prefident de Bailleul, whofe

appear on the Danube and the Volga, in father had exhanged the fword for the gown,

Armenia, Syria, and Chorafan, and the ^^ Elmacin (p. 343, 344) adigns this pro-

name feems to have been extended to the bable number, which is reduced by Abulpha-

whole Turkman race. ragius to 15,000 (p. 227.), and by d'Her-

" Urfelius (the RuiTelius of Zonaras) is belot (p. 102.) to 12,000 horfe. But the

diftinguilhed by Jeffrey Malaterra (l.i. c. 33.) fame Elmacin gives 300,000 men to the em-

among the Norman conquerors of Sicily, peror, of whom Abulpharagius fays, cum

and with the furname of .5«//i)/.• and our own centum hominum millibus, multifque equis

hiliorians will tell how the Baliols came from et magna pompa inflruilus. The Greek»

^;ormandy to Durham, built Bernard's-caftle abftain from any definition of numbers.

17 "If
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" If the Barbarian wiihes for peace, let him evacuate the ground ^ HA P.

" which he occupies for the encampment of the Romans, and fur- ^
.

»

" render his city and palace of Rei as a pledge of his fmcerity."

Alp Arflan fmiled at the vanity of the demand, but he wept the

death of fo many faithful Moflems ; and, after a devout prayer, pro-

claimed a free permiiTion to all who were defirous of retiring from

the field. With his own hands he tied up his horfe's tail, exchanged

his bow and arrows for a mace and fcymetar, clothed himfelf in a

white garment, perfumed his body with muik, and declared that if

he.were vanquifhed, that fpot ihould be the place of his burial'*.

The fultan himfelf had affedled to caft away his miifile weapons j

but his hopes of vidlory were placed in the arrows of the Turkifli

cavalry, whofe fquadrons were loofely diftributed in the form of a

crefcent. Inftead of the fucceffive lines and referves of the Gre-

cian tadics, Romanus led his army in a fingle and folid phalanx,

and preiTed with vigour and impatience the artful and yielding re-

fiftance of the Barbarians. In this defultory and fruitlefs combat he

wafted the greater part of a fummer's day, till prudence and fatigue

compelled him to return to his camp. But a retreat is always peril-

ous in the face of an aQIve foe ; and no fooner had the ftandard

been turned to the rear than the phalanx was broken by the bafe

cowardice, or the bafer jealoufy, of Andronlcus, a rival prince, who

difgraced his birth and the purple of the Casfars ". The Turkifli

fquadrons poured a cloud of arrows on this moment of confulion and

laiTitude ; and the horns of their formidable crefcent were clofed iti

the rear of the Greeks. In the deftruition of the army and pillage

'* The Byzantine writers do not fpeak fo cange, Fam. Byzant. p. 163.). Nicephorus-

diftinilly of the prefence of the fultan; he Bryennius applauds his viriiifs and exte-

committed his forces to an eunuch, had re- nuares his faults (1. i. p. 30. 3S. I. ii. p. 53.).

«jred to a diftance, &c. is it ignorance, or Yet he owns his enmity to Romanus^ a^
jealoufy, or truth? J^ p,>^,„5 j^,^,, ^^^,. Sc;Iit2es fpeaks-

^' He was the fon of the Csfar John Du- more explicitly of his ireafon.

C3?3 brother of the emperor Conftantine (Du-

qS
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c P. of the camp, it would be needleis to. mention the number of the

>
^

' ilaiii or captives. he Byzantine writers deplore the lofs of an In-

cilimable pearl : they forget to iTiention, that in this fatal day the

Afiatic provinces of Rome were irretrievably facrificed.

Captivity As long as a hope furvived, Romanus attempted to rally and fave

aii« cf tiie the relics of his army. When the centre, the Imperial ftation, was

left naked on all fides, and encompaifed by the viaorious Turks, he

Hill, v.'ith defperate courage, maintained the fight till the clofe of

day, at the head of the brave and faithful fubjedts who adhered to

his ftandard. They fell around him : his horfe was ilain, the em-

peror was wounded
;
yet he flood alone and intrepid, till he was

oppreiTed and bound by the ilrength of multitudes. The glory of

this illullrious prize was difputed by a ilave and a foldier; a flave

who had feen him on the throne of Conftantinople, and a foldier

whofe extreme deformity had been excufed on the promife of fome

fignal fervice. Defpoiled of his arms, his jewels, and his purple,

Romanus fpent a dreary and perilous night on the field of battle,

amidfl; a diforderly crowd of the meaner Barbarians. In the morn-

ing the royal captive was prefented to Alp Arflan, who doubted of

his fortune, till the identity of the perfon was afcertained by the re-

port of his ambafiadors, and by the more pathetic evidence of Ba-

filacius, who embraced with tears the feet of his unhappy fovereign.

The fucceifor of Confiiantine, in a plebeian habit, was led into the

Turkiih divan, and commanded to kifs the ground before the lord

of Afia. He reludantly obeyed ; and Alp Arflan, ftarting from

his throne, is fald to have planted his foot on the neck of the Ro-

man emperor ^^ But the fadl is doubtful; and if, in this moment

of infolence, the fultan complied with a national cuftom, the reft of

his condudl has extorted the praife of his bigotted foes, and may-

afford a leffon to the moft civilized ages. He inftantly raifed the

^* This circumftance, which we read and is more prudently omitted by Nicephorus and

doubt in Scylitzes and Conftantine Manafics, Zonaras.

royal
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royal captive from the ground ; and thrice clafping his hand with CHAP,
tender fympathy, aiTured him, that his life and dignity ihould be in- ^., -v~. ^
violate in the hands of a prince who had learned to refpeii: the ma-

jefty of his equals and the viciffitudes of fortune. From the divan,

Romanus was conduced to an adjacent tent, where he was ferved

with pomp and reverence by the officers of the fultan, who, twice

each day, feated him in the place of honour at his own table. In

a free and familiar converfation of eight days, not a word, not a

look, of infult, efcaped from the conqueror ; but he feverely ceu-

fured the unworthy fubjeds who had deferted their valiant prince in

the hour of danger, and gently admoniflied his antagonift of fome

errors which he had committed in the management of the war. In

the preliminaries of negociation, Alp Arflan alked him what treat-

ment he expeded to receive, and the calm indifference of the em-
peror difplays the freedom of his mind. " If you are cruel," faid

he, " you will take my life ; if you liften to pride, you will drag
*' me at your chariot wheels ; if you confult your intereft, you will

" accept a ranfom, and reftore me to my country." " And what,"

continued the fultan, " would have been your own behaviour, had

" fortune fmiled on your arms ?" The reply of the Greek betrays a

fentiment, which prudence, and even gratitude, ihould have taught

him to fupprefs. " Had I vanquiihed," he fiercely faid, " I would
*' have infliited on thy body many a ftripe." The Turkiih con-

queror fmiled at the infolence of his captive ; obferved that the

Chriftian law inculcated the love of enemies and forgivenefs of in-

juries ; and nobly declared, that he would not imitate an example

which he condemned. After mature deliberation. Alp Arflan dic-

tated the terms of liberty and peace, a ranfom of a million, an

annual tribute of three hundred and fixty thoufand pieces of gold ",

^' The ranfom and tribute are attefted by dares to affirin, that the terms were ««^
reafon and the Orientals. The other Greeks "Pifixii,•» ;, and that the emperor would

are modeftly filent; but Nicephorus Cryennius have preferred death to a ihameful treaty.

Vol. V. 4 0^ the
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CHAP, the marriage of the royal children, and the deliverance of all the

^_ -^- _f Moflems who were in the power of the Greeks. Romanus, with

a figh, fubfcribed this treaty, fo difgraceful to the inajefty of the

empire; he was immediately inverted with a Turkiih robe of honour;

his nobles and patricians were reftored to their fovereign ; and the

fultan, after a courteous embrace, difmifled him with rich prefents

and a military guard. No fooner did he reach the confines of the

empire, than he was informed that the palace and provinces had dil-

claimed their allegiance to a captive : a fum of two hundred thou-

fand pieces was painfully colleiSted ; and the fallen monarch tranf-

mitted this part of his ranfom, with a fad confeifion of his impo-

tence and difgrace. The generofity, or perhaps the ambition, of

the fultan, prepared to efpoufe the caufe of his ally ; but his defigns

were prevented by the defeat, imprifonment, and death, of Romanus

Diogenes ^°.

Death of In the treaty of peace, it does not appear that Alp Arflan ex-

A D^'fo-z torted any province or city from the captive emperor
; and his

revenge was fatisfied with the trophies of his vidory, and the fpoils

bf Anatolia, from Antioch to the Black Sea. The faireft part of

Afia was fubjed to his laws : twelve hundred princes, or the fons of

princes, flood before his throne ; and two hundred thoufand foldiers

marched under his banners. The fultan difdained to purfue the fugi-

tive Greeks ; but he meditated the more glorious conqueft of Turk-

eftan, the original feat of the houfe of Seljuk. He moved from

Bagdad to the banks of the Oxus ; a bridge was thrown over the

river ; and twenty days were confumed in the paiTage of his troops.

38 The defeat snd captivity of Romanus 103. de Guignes, torn. iii. p. 207

—

Diogenes may be found in John Scylitzes ad Befides my old acquaintance Elmacin and

calcem Cedreni, torn. ii. p. 835—843. Zo- Abulpharagius, the hiftorian of the Huns

naras, torn. ii. p. 281—284. Nicephorus has confulted Abulfeda, and his epiiomizer

Bryennius, 1. i. p. 25 — 32. Glycas, p. 325 Benfchounah, a Chronicle of the Caliphs, by

—327. Conftantine Manafles, p. 134. El- Soyouthi, Abulmahafen of Egypt, and No-

macin. Hill. Saracen, p. 343, 344. Abul- vairi of Africa,

pharag. Dynaft. p. 227. d'Herbelot, p. 102,.4 But
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l3ut the progrefs of the great king was retarded by the governor of C p.

Berzem ; and Jol'eph the Carizmian prefumed to defend his fortrefs -

againft the powers of the Eaft. When he was produced a captive

in the royal tent, the fultan, inftead of praifing his valour, feverely

reproached his obilinate folly ; and the infolent replies of the rebel

provoked a fentence, that he ihould be faftened to four flakes and

left to expire in that painful fituation. At this command the def-

perate Carizmian, drawing a dagger, ruihed headlong towards the

throne : the guards raifed their battle-axes ; their zeal was checked

by Alp Arflan, the moft ikilful archer of the age ; he drew his bow,

but his foot flipped, the arrow glanced afide, and he received in his

breaft the dagger of Jofeph, who was inftantly cut in pieces. The
wound was mortal ; and the Turkilh prince bequeathed a dying ad-

monition to the pride of kings. " In my youth," faid Alp Arflan,

" I was advifed by a fage, to humble myfelf before God; to diftruil

" my own fl:rength ; and never to defpife the moft contemptible

" foe. I have negledted thefe lefl^ns ; and my negle£t has been de-

" fervedly puniihed. Yefl;erday, as from an eminence I beheld the

*' numbers, the difcipline, and the fpirit, of my armies, the earth

" feemed to tremble under my feet ; and I faid in my heart, furely

*' thou art the king of the world, the greateft and moft invincible

*' of warriors. Thefe armies are no longer mine ; and in the con-

" fidence of my perfonal ftrength, I now fall by the hand of an

*' aflaffin ^'." Alp Arflan poflTefl^d the virtues of a Turk and a

IMufulman ; his voice and ftature commanded the reverence of man-

kind ; his face was fliaded with long whiflcers ; and his ample turban

was faftiioned in the fliape of a crown. The remains of the fultan

were depoilted in the tomb of the Seljukian dynafty ^ and the pafl!enger

^9 This interefting death is told by d'Her- writers; but neither of thein have transfufed

belot (p. 103, IC4.), and M. de Guignes the fpirit of Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 344)
(toin, iii. p. 212, 213.), from their Oriental 345).

4 0^2 might
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CHAP, niight read and meditate this ufeful infcription*': " ye who have

\,. -,'- .J> " SEEN THE GLORY OF Alp ArSLAK EXALTED TO THE HEAVENS,
" REPAIR TO MaRU, AND YOU WILL BEHOLD IT BURIED IN THE
" DUST !" The annihilation of the infcription, and the tomb itfelf,

more forcibly proclaims the inilability of human greatnefs.

Reign and During the life of Alp Arflan, his eldeft fon had been acknow-
profperity of _ __, ,

Malek Shah, ledired as the future fultan of the Turks. On his father's death, the
A.D. .

»072—1092. inheritance was difputed by an uncle, a coufin, and a brother : they

drew their fcymetars, and aflembled their followers ; and the triple

vidtory of Malek Shah " eilabliihed his own reputation and the right

of primogeniture. In every age, and more efpecially in Alia, the

thirft of power has infpired the fame paflions and occafioned the fame

diforders ; but, from the long feries of civil war, it would not be

eafy to extraft a fentiment more pure and magnanimous than is

contained in a faying of the Turkifla prince. On the eve of the bat-

tle, he performed his devotions at Thous, before the tomb of the

Imam Riza. As the fultan rofe from the ground, he aiked his vizir

Nizam, who had knelt befide him, what had been the objedl of his

fecret petition, " that your arms may be crowned with victory
,"

was the prudent, and mofl probably the fmcere anfwer of the mini-

iler. " For m.y part," replied the generous Malek, " I implored

" the Lord of hofts, that he would take from me my life and crown,

" if my brother be more worthy than myfelf to reign over the

" Moflems." The favourable judgment of heaven was ratified by

the caliph ; and for the firft time, the facred title of commander of

the faithful was communicated to a Barbarian. But this Barbarian,

*° A critic of high renown (the late Dr. the text of the reign of Malek (p. 542, 54^,

Johnfon), who has feverely fcrutiniied the 544.. 654, 655.) ; and the Hilloire Generate

epitaphs of Pope, might cavil in this fublime des Huns, torn. iii. p. 214— 224. has added

infcription at the words " repair to IVlaru," the ufual meafure of repetition, emendation,

fince the reader muil already be at Maru be- and fupplement. Without thofe two learned

fore he could perufe the infcription. Frenchmen, I fnould be blind indeed in the

*' The Bibliothec|,ue Orientale has given Eaftern world.

by

I
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by his perfonal merit, and the extent of his empire, was the greateft ^ ^^ ^•

prince of his age. After the fettlement of Perfia and Syria, he v_-—v——

'

marched at the head of innumerable armies, to atchieve the conqueil

of Turkeftan, which had been undertaken by his father. In his

palfage of the Okus, the boatmen, who had been employed in tranf-

porting fome troops, complained, that their payment was afligned

on the revenues of Antioch. The fultan frowned at this prepofte-

rous choice ; but he fmiled at the artful flattery of his vizir. *' It

" was not to poftpone their reward, that I feleded thofe remote

" places, but to leave a memorial to pofterity, that under your reign,

" Antioch and the Oxus were fubjedt to the fame fovereign." But

this defcription of his limits was unjuft and parfimonious : beyond

the Oxus, he reduced to his obedience the cities of Bochara, Carizme,

and Samarcand, and cruflied each rebellious flave, or independent

favage, who dared to refift. Malek pafled the Sihon or Jaxartef^

the laft boundary of Perfian civilization : the hords of Turkeftan

yielded to his fupremacy ; his name was inferted on the coins, and

in the prayers of Cailigar, a Tartar kingdom on the extreme bor-

ders of China. From the Chinefe frontier, he ftretched his imme-

diate jurifdidtion or feudatory fway to the weft and fouth, as far as

the mountains of Georgia, the neighbourhood of Conftantinople,

the holy city of Jerufalem, and the fpicy groves of Arabia Foelis.

Inftead of refigning himfelf to the luxury of his Haram, the ihep-

herd king, both in peace and war, was in adtion and in the iield.

By the perpetual motion of the royal camp, each province was fuc-

ceflively blefled with his prefence ; and he is iaid to have perambu-

lated twelve times the wide extent of his dominions, which furpafled

the Afiatlc reign of Cyrus and the caliphs. Of thefe expeditions,

the moft pious and fplendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca : the free-

dom and fafety of the caravans were proteded by his arms ; the

citizens and pilgrims were enriched by the profufion of his alms

;

I and
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C HA P. jin(j tj^e defcrt was cheared by the places of relief and refrefhment,

^^—>

—

^ which he inftituted for the ufe of his brethren. Hunting was the

pleafure, and even the paflion, of the fultan, and his train confided

of forty-feven thoufand horfes ; but after the maifacre of a Turkiih

chace, for each piece of game, he beilowed a piece of gold on the

poor, a flight atonement, at the expence of the people, for the coil

and mifchief of the amufement of kings. In the peaceful profperity

of his reign, the cities of Afia were adorned with palaces and hofpi-

tals, with mofchs and colleges ; few departed from his Divan with-

out reward, and none without juftice. The language and literature

of Perfia revived under the houfe of Seljuk"*^; and if Malek emu-

lated the liberality of a Turk lefs potent than himfelf *', his palace

might refound with the fongs of an hundred poets. The fultan be-

llowed a more ferious and learned care on the reformation of the

calendar which- was effeded by a general aifembly of the aftrono-

mers of the Eaft. By a law of the prophet, the Moilems are con-

fined to the irregular courfe of the lunar months ; in Perfia, fince

the age of Zoroafter, the revolution of the fun has been known and

celebrated as an annual feilival **
; but, after the fall of the Magian

empire, the intercalation had been negleded ; the fradions of minutes

and hours were multiplied into days ; and the date of the Spring was

removed from the fign of Aries to that of Pifces. The reign of Malek

was illuilrated by the Gelalaan iera ; and all errors, either pail or

future, were correded by a computation of time, which furpaffes the

Julian, and approaches the accuracy of the Gregorian, ftyle"'.

In

'•'^ See an excellent difcourre at the end of how he could reign in Tranfoxiana In the

Sir William Jones's Hiftory of Nadir Sh?h, time of Malek Shah, and much lefs how

and the articles of the poets, Amak, Anvaii, Kheder could furpafs him in power and

Rafchidi, &c. in the Bibliotheque Orientale. pomp. I fufpeft that the beginning, not

*^ His name was Kheder Khan. Four bags the end, of the xi•'' century, is the true Kia

were placed round his fopha, and as he liftened of his reign.

to the fong, he call handfuls of gold and *' See Chardin, Voyages en Perfe, tom.i!.

filver to the poets (d'llerbelot, p. 107 ). All p. 235.

this maybe true; but I do not underftand *' The Gelalxan xra (Gelaleddin, Glory

of
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In a period when Europe was plunged in the deepeft Barbarifm, CHAP.
the light and fplendour of Afia may be afcribed to the docility rather ^-—. »

than the knowledge of the Turkifh conquerors. An ample ihare of a. D. 1092.

their wifdom and virtue is due to a Perfian vizir, who ruled the em-

pire under the reigns of Alp Arflan and his fon. Nizam, one of the

moft illuftrious minifters of the Eaft, was honoured by the caliph as

an oracle of religion and fcience ; he was trufted by the fulcan as

the faithful vicegerent of his power and juftice. After an admini-

ftration of thirty years, the fame of the vizir, his wealth, and even

his fervices, were transformed into crimes. He was overthrown by

the infidious arts of a woman and a rival ; and his fall was haftened

by a rafli declaration, that his cap and ink-horn, the badges of his

office, were connected by the divine decree with the throne and

diadem of the fultan. At the age of ninety-three years, the vene-

rable ftafefman was difmifled by his mailer, accufed by his enemies^

and murdered by a fanatic : the laft words of Nizam attefted his in-

nocence, and the remainder of Malek's life was fhort and inglorious.

iFrom Ilpahan, the fcene of this difgraceful tranfaction, the fultan

moved to Bagdad with the defign of tranfplanting the caliph, and of

fixing his own relldence in the capital of the Mollem Avorld. The

feeble fucceifor of Mahomet obtained a refpite of ten days ; and

before the expiration of the term, the Barbarian was fummoned by

the angel of death. His ambaifadors at Conftantinople had aiked in

marriage a Roman princefs ; but the propofal was decently eluded j

and the daughter of Alexius, who might herfelf have been the vic-

tim, expreifes her abhorrence of this unnatural conjunction *°. The

of the Faith, was one of the names or titles «inzo-ii; xxy-t.^tijiwrifov vmx!. Anna Com-
of Maiek Shah) is fixed to the ij'*" of March, nena was only nine years old at the end of the

A.H.471, A.D. 1079. Dr. Hyde has pro- reign of Malek Shah (A. D. 1092), and
duced the original teftimonies of the Perfians when ihe fpeaks of his allafli nation, Ihe con-

and Arabians (de Religione veterum Per- founds the fultan with the vizir (Alexias, l.vi.

farum, c. 16. p. 200— 211.). p. 177, 178,).
"^ She fpeaks of this Perfian royalty as

daughter
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CHAP, daughter of the fultan was beftowed on the caliph Modadi, with the

v^r—v ' imperious condition, that, renouncing the fociety of his wives and

concubines, he ihould for ever confine himfelf to this honourable

alliance.

Divifion of The grcatnefs and unity of the Turkifh empire expired in the/ '^"
perfon of Malek Shah. His vacant throne was difputed by his

brother and his four fons ; and, after a feries of civil wars, the treaty

which reconciled the furviving candidates confirmed a lafting repa-

ration in the Perfian dynafty, the eldeft and principal branch of the

houfe of Seljuk. The three younger dynailies were thofe of Ker•

man^ of Syr'ia^ and of Roiun : the firft of thefe commanded an ex-

tenfive, though obfcure "', dominion on the ihores of the Indian

ocean *"
: the fecond expelled the Arabian princes of Aleppo and

Damafcus ; and the third, our peculiar care, invaded the Roman

provinces of Afia Minor. The generous policy of Malek contri-

buted to their elevation ; he allowed the princes of his blood, evea

thofe whom he had vanquiihed in the field, to feek new kingdoms

virorthy of their ambition j nor was he difpleafed that they ihould

draw away the more ardent fpirits, who might have difturbed the

tranquillity of his reign. As the fupreme head of his family and

nation, the great fultan of Perfia commanded the obedience and

tribute of his royal brethren : the thrones of Kerman and Nice, of

Aleppo and Damafcus ; the Atabeks, and emirs of Syria and Mefo-

potamia, ereQed their ftandards under the ihadow of his fceptre *'

;

and the hords of Turkmans overfpread the plains of the weftern

*' So obfcure, that the induftry of M. de days journey from Ifpahan, and twenty-feven

Guignes could only copy (torn. i. p. 244.. from Ormus, in the midft of a fertile country

torn. iii. part i. p. 269, &c.) the hiftory, or (Voyages en Turquie et en Perfe, p. 107.

rather lift, of the Seljukides of Kerman, in 110.).

Bibliotheque Orientale. They were extin- *» It appears from Anna Comnena, that

guiihed before the end of the xii'•' century. the Turks of Afia Minor obeyed the fignet

* ' Tavernier, perhaps the only traveller and chiaufs of the great fultan (Alexias, I. vi.

who has vifited Kerman, defcribes the capt- p. 170.) ; and that the two fons of Soliman

Sil as a great ruinous village, twenty-five were detained in bis court (p. j?o.).

Afia.
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Afia. After the death of Malek, the bands of union and fubordina- C A p.
LVII.

tion were relaxed and finally diffolved : the indulgence of the houfc • -v--~«

of Seljuk invefted their flaves Avith the inheritance of kinp'doms
;

and, in the Oriental ftyle, a crowd of princes arofe from the duft of

their feet ".

A prince of the royal line, Cutulmilli, the fon of Izrail, the fon of Conqueftof

Seljuk, had fallen in a battle againft Alp Arllan ; and the humane by'theTu°ks,

vidlor had dropt a tear over his grave. His five fons, ftrong in arms, o?^—̂ 8

ambitious of power, and eager for revenge, uniheathed their fcyme-

tars againft the fon of Alp Arllan. The two armies expefted the

fignal, when the caliph, forgetful of the majefty which fecluded him

from vulgar eyes, interpofed his venerable mediation. " Inftead of

*• ihedding the blood of your brethren, your brethren both in de-

*' fcent and faith, unite your forces in an holy war againft the

** Greeks, the enemies of God and his apoftle." They liftened to

his voice ; the fultan embraced his rebellious kinfmen ; and the eldeft

the valiant Sollman, accepted the royal ftandard, which gave him

the free conqueft and hereditary command of the provinces of the

Roman empu'e, from Arzeroum to Conftantinople, and the unknown

regions of the Weft ''. Accompanied by his four brothers, he paifed

the Euphrates : the Turkilh camp was foon feated in the neighbour-

hood of Kutaieh in Phrygia ; and his flying cavalry laid wafte the

country as far as the Hellefpont and the Black Sea. Since the de-

cline' of the empire, the peninfula of Afia Minor had been expofed

to the tranfient, though deftrudlive, inroads of the Perfians and Sara-

cens ; but the fruits of a lafting conqueft were referved for the

Turkiih fultan ; and his arms were introduced by the Greeks, who

^ This exprcffion is quoted by Petit de la naked. lifl of the Seljukides of Roum. The
Croix (Vie de Gengifcan, p. i6i.)> ficm Greeks are unwilling to e.vpofe their ihnme,

fome poet, moil probably a Periian. and we mud extort fome hints from Scylitzes

5' On the conqueft of Afia Miner, M. de (p. 860. 863.), Nicephorus Bryetinius (p. 88.

Guignes has derived no afiiilnnce from the 91, 92, kc. 103, 104.), and Anna Com-
Turkifh or Arabian writers, who produce a nena (Alexias, p.gi, 92, &c. 16S, &c.)-

Vol. V. 4 R
'
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CHAP, aip'ired to reign, on the ruins of their country. Since the captivity

«- y—-' of Romanus, fix years the feeble fon of Eudocia had trembled under

the weight of the Imperial crown, till the provinces of the Eaft and

Weil were loft in the fame month by a double rebellion : of either

chief Nicephorus was the common name ; but the furnames of Bryen-

nius and Botoniates diilinguifn the European and Afiatic candidates.

Their reafons, or rather their promifes, were v/eighed in the divan j

and, after fome hefitation, Soliman declared himfelf in favour of Bo-

toniates, opened a free paflage to his troops in their march from

Antioch to Nice, and joined the banner of the crefcent to that of the

crofs. After his ally had afcended the throne of Conftantinople, the

fultan was hofpitably entertained in the fuburb of Chryfopolis or

Scutari ; and a body of two thoufand Turks w-as tranfported into

Europe, to whofe dexterity and courage the new emperor was in-

debted for the defeat and captivity of his rival Bryennius. But

the conqueft of Europe was dearly purchafed by the facrifice of

Afia : Conftantinople was deprived of the obedience and revenue o£

the provinces beyond the Bofphorus and Hellefpont ; and the regular

progrefs of the Turks, who fortified the paiTes of the rivers and

mountains, left not a hope of their retreat or expulfion. Another

candidate implored the aid of the fultan : MeliiTenus, in his purple

robes and red buikins, attended the motions of the Turkiih camp

;

and the defponding cities were tempted by the fummons of a Roman
prince, who immediately furrendered them into the hands of the

Barbarians. Thefe acquifitions were confirmed by a treaty of peace

with the emperor Alexius : his fear of Robert compelled him to

feek the friendihip of Soliman ; and it was not till after the fultan's

death that he extended as far as Nicomedia, about fixty miles from.

Conftantinople, the eaftern boundary of the Roman world. Tre-

bizond alone, defended on either fide by the fea and mountains^,

prelerved at the extremity of the Euxine the ancient character of a.

Greek colony, and the future deftiny of a Chrifiian empire.

Since
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Since the firft conquefts of the caliphs, the eftabhilimcnt of the ^ A P.

Turks hi Anatolia or Afia Minor was the moil deplorable lofs which » . *-

the church and empire had fuftalned. By the propagation of the kian kmg-

Moflem faith, Soliman deferved the name of Gazi, a holy cham-
^°JJ|„°'

pion ; and his new kingdom, of the Romans, or of Rouniy was added

to the tables of Oriental geography. It is defcrlbed as extending

from the Euphrates to Conftantlnople, from the Black Sea to the

confines of Syria
;
pregnant vith mines of filver and iron, of allum

and copper, fruitful in corn and wine, and produiih^e of cattle and

excellent horfes ". The wealth of Lydia, the arts of the Greeks,

the fplendour of the Auguftan age, exifted only in books and ruins,

which were equally obfcure in the eyes of the Scytliian conquerors.

Yet, in the prefent decay, Anatolia ftill contains fomc wealthy and

populous cities; and, under the Byzantine empire, they were far

more flouriihing in numbers, fize, and opulence. By the choice of

the fultan, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, was preferred for his

palace and fortrefs : the feat of the Seljukian dynafty of Roum was

planted one hundred miles from Conftantlnople ; and the divinity of

Chrift was denied and derided in the fame temple In which it had

been pronounced by the firft general fynod of the Catholics. The

unity of God, and the miffion of Mahomet, were preached in the

mofchs ; the Arabian learning was taught in the fchools ; the Cadhis

judged according to the law of the Koran ; the Turkifli manners

and language prevailed In the cities ; and Turkman camps were

fcattered over the plains and mountains of Anatolia. On the hard

conditions of tribute and fervitude, the Greek Chriftlans might en-

joy the exerclfe of their religion ; but their moft holy churches were

profaned ; their priefts and biihops were Infulted "
j they were com-

pelled

'^ Such is the defcription of Roum by and Bergeron. (See Abulfeda, Geograph.

Haiton the Armenian, whofe Tartar hiftory climat. xvii. p. 301— 305.)

may be found in the collcflions of Ramufio " Dicit eos q^iendani abufionc Sodomltica

4 R 3 interver-
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CHAP, pelled to fuffer the triumph of the Pogaiis^ and the apoftacy of

<- -t,~ —I their brethren ; many thoufaud children were marked by the knife

of clrcLimcirion ; and many thoufand captives were devoted to the

fervice or the pleafures of their mailers '*. After the lofs of Afia,

Antioch ftill maintained her primitive allegiance to Chrift and Csefar;

but the folitary province was feparated from all Roman aid, and fur-

rounded on all fides by the Mahometan powers. The defpair of

Philaretus the governor prepared the facrifice of his religion and

loyalty, had not his guilt been prevented by his fon, who haftened

to the Nicene palace, and offered to deliver this valuable prize into

the hands of Soliman. The ambitious fultan mounted on horfe-

back, and in twelve nights (for he repofed in the day) performed a

march of fix hundred miles. Antioch was oppreiTed by the fpeed

and fecrecy of his enterprife ; and the dependent cities, as far as

Laodicea and the confines of Aleppo ", obeyed the example of the

metropolis. From Laodicea to the Thracian Bofphorus, or arm of

St. George, the conquefts and reign of Soliman extended thirty

days journey in length, and in breadth about ten or fifteen, betvv^een

the rocks of Lycia and the Black Sea ^^ The Turkiih ignorance of

navigation protefted, for a while, the inglorious fafety of the em-

peror ; but no fooner had a fleet of two hundred fhips been con-

ftrudled by the hands of the captive Greeks, than Alexius trembled

intervertifleepifcopum (Guibert, Abbat. Hid. fcenes of a Turkiih camp as if they had been

Hierofol. 1. i. p. 468.). It is odd enough, prefent. Matres correpta; in confpeilu filia-

that we fliould find a parallel paiTage of the rum multipliciter repetitis diverforum coiti-

fame people in the prefent age. " II n'ell bus vexabantur (is that the true reading?);

" pointd'horreurqueces Turcs n'ayentcom- cum filix aififtcntes carmina pr^cinere fal-

•« mis, et femblables aux foldats effrenes, tando cogerentur. Mox eadem paiGo ad
" qui dar\s le fac d'une ville non contens de filias, &c.
" difpofer de tout :\ leur gre pretendent ss See Antioch, and the death of Soliman,
" encore aux fucces les moins defirables. in Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. vi. p. 168,
" Q^elque Sipahis ont porte leurs attentats 169.), with the notes of Ducange.
" fur la perfonne du vieux rabbi de la fyna- 5* William of Tyre (1. i. c. 9, 10. p. 635 )
' gogue, et celle de I'Archcveque Grec." gives the moll authentic and deplorable ac-
(Memoires du Baron deTott, tom. ii.p. 193.) count of thefe Turkiih conquefts.

'* The emperor, or abbot, defcribe the

behind
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behind the walls of his capital. His plaintive epiftles were difperfed CHAP,
over Europe, to excite the compaiTion of the Latins, and to paint the <——.—.^

danger, the weaknefs, and the riches, of the city of Conftantine ".

But the moft interefling conquefi: of the Seljukian Turks, was that State and pll-

of Jerufalcm'', which foon became the theatre of nations. In their jirufa^em.

capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants had ftipulated the aifurance ^^gL^ogg,

of their religion and property ; but the articles were interpreted by

a mafter againft whom it was dangerous to difpute ; and in the four

hundred years of the reign of the caliphs, the political climate of

Jerufalem was expofed to the viciffitudes of ftorms and funihine ".

By the encreafe of profelytes and population, the Mahometans might

excufe their ufurpation of three-fourths of the city : but a peculiar

quarter was referved for the patriarch with his clergy and people ; a

tribute of two pieces of gold was the price of protedion ; and the fe-

pulchre of Chrift, with the church of the Refurredlion, was ilill left in

the hands of his votaries. Of thefe votaries, the moil numerous and

refpedable portion were ftrangers to Jerufalem : the pilgrimages to

the Holy Land had been ftimulated, rather than fuppreffed, by the

conqueft of the Arabs ; and the enihufiafm which had always

prompted thefe perilous journies, was nourifhed by the congenial

paffions of grief and indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the

Eaft and Weft continued to vifit the holy fepulchre, and the ad-

s' In his epiftle to the count of Flanders, the Gefta Dei per Francos. M. de Guignes

Alexius feems to fall too low beneath his has compofed a very learned Memoire fur le

charafler and dignity: yet it is approved by Cor.imerce des Francois dans le Levant avant

Ducange (Not. ad Alexiad, p. 335, &c.), les Croifades, &c. (Mem. de I'Academie des

and paraphrafed by the abbot Guibert, a Infcriptions, torn, xxxvii. p. 467— 500.)

contemporary hiftorian. The Greek text no ^' Secundum Dominorum difpofitionem

longer exills ; and each tranflator and fcribe plerumque lucida plerumque nubila recepit

might fay with Guibert (p. 475.). verbis intervalla, et sgrotantium more temporum
veftita meis, a privilege of moft indefinite prasfentium gravabatur aut refpirabat quali-

latitude. tate (1. i. c. 3. p. 650.). The latinity of
5* Our bell fund for the hiftory of Jerufa- William of Tyre is by no means con-

lem from Heraclius to the crufades, is con- temptible : but in his account of 490 years,

tained in two large and original pailages of from the lofs to the recovery of Jerufalem,

William Archbiihop of Tyre (1. i. c. i— ic. he exceeds the true account by thirty years.

1. xviii. c. 5, 6.), the principal author of

18 jacent
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C A P. jacent fanduanes, more efpecially at the feftival of Eafter : and the

*-—

k

' Greeks and Latins, the Neftorians and Jacobites, the Copts and

Abyfllnians, the Armenians and Georgians, maintained the chapels,

the clergy, and the poor of their refpedlive communioiis. The

harmony of prayer in fo many various tongues, the worihip of fo

many nations in the common temple of their religion, might have

afforded a fpedacle of edification and peace ; but the zeal of the

Chriftian fefts was embittered by hatred and revenge ; and in the

kingdom of a fuSering MeiTiah, who had pardoned his enemies,

they afpired to command and perfecute their fpiritual brethren. The

pre-eminence was aflerted by the fpirit and numbers of the Franks

;

and the greatnefs of Charlemagne" protefted both the Latin pil-

grims, and the Catholics of the Eaft. The poverty of Carthage,

Alexandria, and Jerufalem, were relie\'ed by the alms of that pious

emperor ; and many monafteries of Paleftine were founded or re-

itored by his liberal devotion. Harun Alrafhid, the greateil of the

Abaflldes, efteemed in his Chriftian brother a fimilar fupremacy of

genius and power : their frlendfhip was cemented by a frequent in-

tercourfe of gifts and embaffies ; and the caliph, without refigning

the fubftantial dominion, prefented the emperor with the keys, of

the holy fepulchre, and perhaps of the city of Jerufalem. In the

decline of the Carlovingian monarchy, the republic of Amalphi pro-

moted the intereft of trade and religion in the Eaft. Her veiTels

tranfported the Latin pilgrims to the coafts of Egypt and Paleftine,

and deferved, by their ufeful imports, the favour and alliance of the

Fatimite caliphs *'
: an annual fair was inftituted on mount Calvary

;

*° For the tranfailions of Charlemagne duiloribus (Oefla Dei, p. 9^4.)• Tlie trade

with the Ho!) Land, fee Eginhard (de Vita of Venice to Eijypt and Pale/line cannot

Caroli Magni, c. 16. p. 79—82.), Conllan- produce fo old a title, unlcfs we adopt the

tine Porphyrogenitus (de Adminiftrationelm- laughable trar.flation of a Frenchman who
peril, I. ii. c 26. p. 80.), and Pagi (Critica, millook the two faftions of the circus (Ve-

loni.iii. A. D. 800, N"i3, 14, 15.). neti et Prafmi) for the Venetians and Pa-
*' The caliph granted his privileges, rifians.

^Imalphitanis viris amicis et utilium intro-

and
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and the Italian merchants founded the convent and hofpltal of St. ^ ^ •* ^•

John of Jerufalem, the cradle of the monaftic and mihtary order, < ^—-»

which has fince reigned in the ifles of Rhodes and of Malta. Had

the ehriftlan pilgrims been content to revere the tomb of a prophet^

the difciples of Mahomet, inftead of blaming, would have imitated^

their piety : hut thefe rigid Unitarians were fcandalifed by a worfliip

which reprefents the birth, death, and refurredion, of a God ; the

Catholic images were branded with the name of idols ; and th-i

Moilenis fmiled with indignation'" at the miraculous flame, which

was kindled on the eve of Eailer in the holy fepulchre'^ This

pious fraud, firft devifed in the ninth century ^*, was devoutly che-

riihed by the Latin crufaders, and is annually repeated by the clergy

of the Greek, Armenian, and Coptic feds '^'\ who impoie on tha

credulous fpedators " for their own benefit, and that of their tyrants.

In every age, a principle of toleration has been fortified by a fenfa

of intereft ; and the revenue of the prince and his emir was encreafed

each year, by the expence and tribute of fo many thoufand ftrangere..

The revolution which transferred the fceptre from the Abailides- V"''^'!
''"^

to the Fatimites was a benefit, rather than an injury, to the Holy liphs,

AD
Land. A fovereign refident in Egypt, was more fenfible of ^69— 10-6.

the importance of Chriftian trade ; and the emirs of Paleftine were.

** An Arabic chronicle ofJerufalem (apud other pilgrim feme years older ; and Mofheim
AiTeman, Bibliot. Orient, torn. i. p. 628. afcribes the invention to the Franks, foon after

tfim.iv. p. 368.) attefts the unbelief of the the deceafe of Charlemagne,

caliph and the hiftorian ; yet Cantacuzene *' Our travellers, Sandys (p. 134 ), The-
prelumes to appeal to the Mahometans venot{p.62i— 627 ), Maundrell (p. 94, (;.),

themfelves for the truth of this perpetual &c. defcribe this extravagant farce. The Ca-
Biiracle. tholics nre puzzled to decide, ijuhen the miracle

*' In his DilTertations on Eccleiiaftical ended, and the trick began.

Hiftory, the learned Molheim has feparately ** The Orientals themfelves confefs the

difcuifed this pretended miracle (torn. ii. fraud, and plead neceffiiy and edificaiion

p. 214—306.), de lumine fanfti fepulchri. (Memoires du Chevalier d'Arvieux, tom.ii,
'+ William of Malmfbury (1. iv. c. 2. p. 140. Jofeph. Abudacni,Hift. Copt. c. 20.) :

p. 209.) quotes ihe Itinerary of the monk but I will not attempt, with Mofheim, to

Bernard.aneye-witnefs, who vifited Jerufalem explain the mode. Our travellers have failed.

A, D, 870. The miracle is confirmed by an- with the blood of St. Januarius at Naples.

17 Isfs
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CHAP, lefs remote from the juftice and power of the throne. But the

' —.- J third of thefe Fatimite caliphs was the famous Hakem % a frantic

youth, who was delivered by his impiety and defpotifm from the

fear either of God or man ; and whofe reign was a wild mixture of

vice and folly. Regardlefs of the moil ancient cuftoms of Egypt,

he impofed on the women an abfolute confinement: the reftraint

excited the clamours of both fexes ; their clamours provoked his

ftiry ; a part of Old Cairo was delivered to the flames ; and the

guards and citizens were engaged many days in a bloody conflidi

At firft the caliph declared himfelf a zealous Mufulman, the founder

or benefadlor of mofchs and colleges : twelve hundred and ninety

copies of the Koran were tranfcribed at his expence in letters of

gold ; and his ediit extirpated the vineyards of the upper Egypt.

But his vanity was foon flattered by the hope of introducing a new

religion ; he al'pired above the fame of a prophet, and ftyled himfelf

the vifible image of the moft high God, who, after nine apparitions

on earth, was at length manifeft in his royal perfon. At the name

of Hakem, the lord of the living and the dead, every knee was bent

in religious adoration : his myflieries were performed on a mountain

near Cairo : fixteen thoufand converts had figned his profefllon of

faith ; and at the prefent hour, a free and warlike people, the Drufes

of mount Libanus, are perfuaded of the life and divinity of a madman

and tyrant '^^ In his divine charafter, Hakem hated the Jews and ChriC-

tians, as the fervants of his rivals : while fome remains of prejudice

or prudence fl:ill pleaded in favour of the law of Mahomet. Both

*' See d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orientale, profefs a contemplative life ; and the vulgar.

p. 411.), Renaudot (Hill. Patriarcli Alex. Drufes, the moll indifferent of men, occa-

p. 3po. 397. 400, 401.), Elmacin (Hill. Sa- fionally conform to the worihip of the Maho-
racen. p. 321—323.), and Marei (p. 384— metans and Chrillians of iheirneighbourhood.

386.), an hiltorian of Egypt, tranflated by The little that 1.% or deferves to be, known,

Reifke from Arabic into German, and ver- may be feen in the induilrious Nieubuhr

bally'interpreted to me ty a friend. (Voyngc;, torn. ii. p. 354—357.), and the
*" The religion of the Drufes is concealed fecond volume of the recent and infiruilive

by their ignorance and hypocrify. Their fe- Travels of M. de Volney.

cret doftrines are confined to the eleft who

in
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in Egyyt and Paleillne, his cruel and wanton perfecution made fome CHAP,
martyrs and many apoftates : the common rights, and fpecial privi- < -^- ^
leges of the feilaries were equally difregarded ; and a general inter-

did: was laid on the devotion of ftrangers and natives. The temple Sacrilege of

of the Chriftian world, the church of the refurredion, was demo- A.'o.'^iOog.

liflied to its foundations ; the luminous prodigy of Eafter was inter-

rupted, and much profane labour was exhaufted to deftroy the cave

in the rock which properly conftitutes the holy fepulchre. At the

report of this facrilege, the nations of Europe were aftoniihed and

afflided : but inilead of arming in the defence of the Holy Land,

they contented themfelves with burning, or baniihing, the Jews, as

the fecret advifers of the impious Barbarian *'. Yet the calamities of

Jerufalem were in fome meafure alleviated by the inconftancy or re-

pentance of Hakem himfelf ; and the royal mandate was fealed for

the reftitution of the churches, when the tyrant was aflaiTmated by

the emiiTaries of his fifter. The fucceeding caliphs refumed the

maxims of religion and policy ; a free toleration was again granted
;

with the pious aid of the emperor of Conftantinople, the holy fe-

pulchre arofe from its ruins ; and, after a ihort abftinence, the pil-

grims returned with an encreafe of appetite to the fpiritual feaft '°.

In the fea-voyage of Paleftine, the dangers were frequent, and the

opportunities rare : but the converfion of Hungary opened a fafe

communication between Germany and Greece. The charity of St.

Stephen, the apoftle of his kingdom, relieved and conduced his iti-

nerant brethren "
; and from Belgrade to Antioch, they traverfed Encreafe of

fifteen hundred miles of a Chriftian empire. Among the Franks, a.d'."1o^7,'

&c.

*' See Glaber, l.iii. c. 7. and the Annals multxnobilescum pauperioribus. . . . Pluribus

cfBaronius and Pagi, A. D. 1009. enim erat mentis dcfiderium mori priuTquam
'" Per idem tempus ex univerfo orbe tarn ad propria reverterentur (Glaber. I. iv. c. 6.

innumeiabilis multitude cffipit confluere ad Bouquet, Hiftorians of France, tom. x. p. 50.).

fepulchrum falvatoris Kierofolymis, quan- ?' Glaber. 1. iii. c. i. Kartona (Hift.

turn nuilus hominum priiis fperare poterat. Critic. Regum Hungaris, tom. i. p. 304

—

Ordo inferioris plebis mediocres 31 I•), examines whether St. Stephen found-

rcges et comites prsfules . . . . mulieres ed a monaltery at Jerufalem.

Vol. V. 4 S the
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^
LVn

^ ^^^ ^^^^ of pilgrimage prevailed beyond the example of former times:

«—v^ » and the roads were covered with multitudes of either fex, and of

every rank, who profefled their contempt of life, fo foon as they

ihould have kifled the tomb of their Redeemer. Princes and prelates

abandoned the care of their dominions ; and the numbers of thefe

pious caravans were a prelude to the armies which marched in the

enfuing age under the banner of the crofs. About thirty years be-

fore the firfl crufade, the archbiihop of Mentz, with the biihops of

Utrecht, Bamberg, and Ratifbon, undertook this laborious journey

from the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the multitude of their followers

amounted to feven thoufand perfons. At Conftantinople, they were

hofpitably entertained by the emperor ; but the oilentation of their

wealth provoked the aflault of the w'ud Arabs ; they drew their

fwords with fcrupulous reludance, and fuftained a liege in the vil-

lage of Capernaum, till they were refcued by the venal prote£lion

of the Fatimite emir. After vifiting the holy places, they embarked

for Italy, but only a remnant of two tJioufand arrived in fafety in

their native land. Ingulphus, a fecretary of William the conqueror,

was a companion of this pilgrimage : he obferves that they fallied

from Normandy, thirty ftout and well-appointed horfemen ; but

that they repafled the Alps, twenty miferable palmers, with the ftafF

in their hand, and the wallet at their back '\

Conqueftof After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquillity of the Fatimite
lerufalem by

_ _

' l /

the Turks, caliphs was invaded by the Turks ". One of the lieutenants of
A. D. , .

1076— 1096. Malek Shah, Atiiz the Carizmian, marched into Syria at the head of

a powerful army, and reduced Damafcus by famine and the Avord.

Hems, and the other cities of the province, acknowledged the caliph

of Bagdad and the fultan of Perlla ; and the vidlorious emir ad-

''- Baronius (A. D. 1064, N° 43—56.) 350.), and Abulpharagius (Dynail. p. 237,

has tranfcribed the greater part of the original \er{. Pocock.)» M. de Guignes (Hill, des

narratives of Ingulphus, Marianus, and Huns, torn. iii. parti, p. 215, 216.) adds

Lambertus. the tellimonies, or rather the names, of Abul-
" See Elmacin ,. Saracen, p. 349, feda and Novairi.

vanced
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vanced without refiftance to the banks of the Nile : the Fatimitc was

preparing to fly into the heart of Africa ; but the negroes of his

guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made a defperate fally, and re-

pulfed the Turk from the confines of Egypt. In his retreat, he

indulged the licence of flaughter and rapine: the judge and notaries

of Jerufalem were invited to his camp ; and their execution was fol-

lowed by the maffacre of three thoufand citizens. The cruelty or the

defeat of Atfiz was foon punifhed by the fultan Toucuih, the brother

of Malek Shah, who, with a higher title and more formidaljle

powers, aflerted the dominion of Syria and Palefline. The houfe

of Seljuk reigned about twenty years in Jerufalem '*
; but the here-

ditary command of the holy city and territory was entrufted or

abandoned to the emir Ortok, the chief of a tribe of Turkmans,

whofe children, after their expulfion from Palefline, formed two

dynafties on the borders of Armenia and AiTyria ". The Oriental

Chrlilians and the Latin pilgrims deplored a revolution, which, in-

ftead of the regular government and old alliance of the caliphs,

impofed on their necks the iron yoke of the ftrangers of the North '^

In his court and camp the great fultan had adopted in fome degree

the arts and manners of Perfia ; but the body of the Turldih nation,

and more efpecially the paftoral tribes, ftill breathed the fiercenefs of

the defert. From Nice to Jerufalem, the weftern countries of Afia

were a fcene of foreign and domeftic hoRlIity ; and the fiiepherds

''* From the expedition of Ifar Atiiz (A. D. as A. D. 1064, the regnum Bahylonicam (of

469, A. D. 1070), to the expulfion of the Cairo) ftill prevailed in Palelline (Baronius,

Ortokides (A. D. 1096). Yet WiHiam of A. D. 1064, °;;6.)•

Tyre (I. i. c. 6. p. 633.) aflerts, that Jerufa- " j)g Guignes, Hift. des Huns, torn, i,

lem was thirty-eight years in the hands of p. 249—2,2.
the Turks; and an Arabic chronicle, quoted '^ Willerm. Tyr. I. i. c. 8. p. 634. who
by Pagi (torn. iv. p. icz.), fuppofe;, that ftrivcs hard to magnify the Chriftian ^riev-

the city was reduced by a Carizmian general ances. The Turks exafted an aureus' ftom
to the obedience of the caliph of Bagdad, each pilgrim ! The cafiar of the Franks is

A. H. 463, A. D. IC70. Thcfe early dates now fourteen dollars: and Europe does not
are not very compatible wiih the general complain of this volunury tax.

hillory of Afia; and am lure, that as late

7 of
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^
Lvn

^ °^ Paleftine, who held a precarious fway on a doubtful frontier, had
' ^ ' neither leifure nor capacity to await the flow profits of commercial

and religious freedom. The pilgrims who, through innumerable

perils, had reached the gates of Jerufalem were the vidims of pri-

vate rapine or public oppreflion, and often funk under the preiTure

of famine and difeafe, before they were permitted to falute the holy

fepulchre. A fpirit of native barbarifm, or recent zeal, prompted

the Turkmans to infult the clergy of every fedl : the patriarch was

dragged by the hair along the pavement, and caft into a dungeon, to

extort a ranfom from the fympathy of his flock ; and the divine

worfhip in the church of the refurredlion was often difliurbed by the

favage rudenefs of its mafl;ers. The pathetic tale excited the mil-

lions of the Weft to march under the ftandard of the crofs to the

relief of the holy land: and yet how trifling is the fum of thefe accu-

mulated evils, if compared with the fingle a£l of the facrilege of

Hakem, which had been fo patiently endured by the Latin Chriftians!

A flighter provocation inflamed the more irafcible temper of their

defcendants : a new fpirit had arifen of religious chivalry and papal

dominion: a nerve was touched of exquiiite feeling; and the fen-

fation vibrated to the heart of Europe.

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME.










