


>V// ///</.) S),r //(/ /),<///



PERKINS LIBRARY

Duke University

Kare Books









THE

HISTORY
O F

ENGL AND.
vol. vir.



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2011 with funding from

Duke University Libraries

http://www.archive.org/details/historyofengl07hume



THE

HISTORY
O F

ENGLAND,
FROM THE

INVASION OF JULIUS C2ESAR

T o

The REVOLUTION in 1688.

In EIGHT VOLUMES, illuftrated with Plates,

By DAVID HUME, Efq.

A NEW EDITION, with the Author's laft

Corrections and Improvements.

To which is prefixed,

A fliort ACCOUNT of his LIFE, written by Himfelf.

VOL. VII.

LONDON
Printed for T. Cad ELL, in the Strand:

And fold by T. Longman, N° 39, Paternofter-row«

MDCCXCI.





CONTENTS
O F T H E

SEVENTH V O L U M E.

CHAP. LVII.

Invafion of the Scots Battle of Marfton-moor-

Battle of Cropredy-bridge EfTex's forces difarmed

Second battle of Newbury Rife and character

ofthelndependents Self-denyingordinance Fair-

fax, Cromwel Treaty of Uxbridge Execution of

Laud. Page i

CHAP. LVIII.

Montrofe's Victories The new model of the army

Battle of Nafeby Surrender of Briftol-—-The Weft
conquered by Fairfax—Defeat of Montrofe Eccle-

fiaftical affairs King goes to the Scots at. Newark

End of the war——King delivered up by the Scots.

43

CHAP.

CGi

v>7



CONTENTS.
CHAP. LIX.

Mutiny of the army The king feizedty Joyce The

army march againft the parliament The army fubdue

the parliament The king flies to the Ifle of Wight

—

Second civil war—Invaiion from Scotland The treaty

of Newport Thecivil war and invafion repreffed——
The king feized again by the army The houfe purged

« The king's trial—And execution—And character.

Page 82

THE COMMONWEALTH.

CHAP. LX.

State of England Of Scotland Of Ireland—Level-

lers fupprefled Siege of Dublin raifed Tredah

ftormed Covenanters Montrofe taken prifoner

—

Executed Covenanters Battle of Dunbar Of

Worcefter King's efcape The Commonwealth

p-—Dutch war——.Diffolution of the parliament. 155

CHAP. LXf.

Cromwel's birth and private life Barebone's parliament

— Cromwel made protector Peace with Holland*—-

A

new parliament Infurre£tion of the royalifts State

of Europe War with Spain Jamaica conquered

Succefs and^ death of admiral Blake-—-Domeftic

administration of Cromwel Humble Petition and

Advice Dunkirk taken Sicknefs of the protector

—— His death—And character. 221

CHAP.



CONTENTS,
CHAP. LXU.

Richard acknowledged protector A parliament Ca-

bal of Wallingford Houfe Richard depofed Long
parliament or Rump reftored Confpiracy of the roy-

alifts Infurreition-— SupprefTed Parliament ex-

pelled Committee of fafety Foreign affairs

General Monk Monk declares for the parliament—

—

Parliament reftored Monk enters London, declares

for a free parliament Secluded members reftored .

Long parliament diflblved New parliament The
Reftoration Manners and arts. Page 292

CHARLES II.

CHAP. LXIII.

New mmlflry——Act of indemnity Settlement of the

revenue Trial and execution of the regicides Dif-

folution oftheconvention Parliament Prelacy re-

ftored Infurreclion of the Millenarians Affairs of

Scotland Conference at the Savoy Arguments for

and againft a comprehenfion——A new parliament

Bifhops' feats rellored Corporation act Acl of

uniformity King's marriage Trial of Vane—

•

and execution Prefbyterian clergy ejected Dun-
kirk fold.to theFrench Declarationof indulgence

Decline of Clarendon's credit. 349

CHAP. LXIV.

A new fefnon Rupture with Holland A new feffion

Victory of the Englifh Rupture with France

Rppturevvith Denmark——New feffion Sea-fight of

7 four

503281



CONTENTS.
f6ur days Victory of the Englifh Fire of London

. Advances towards peace Difgrace at Chatham

m Peace of Breda Clarendon's fall—and banifh-

*ent State of France Character of Lewis XIV.
. French invafion of the Low Countries Nego-

tiations——Triple league Treaty of Aix-la-Cha^

pelle Affairs of Scotland—and of Ireland.

Page 39s

CHAP. LXV.

A parliament The cabal Their characters—Their

councils Alliancewith France A parliament

CoventryadT: Blood's crimes Duke declares him-

felf Catholic Exchequer fhut Declaration of in-

dulgence Attack of the Smyrna fleet Wardeclar*

ed with Holland Weaknefs of the States Battle

of Solebay—Sandwich killed Progrefs of the French

. Ccnfternation of the Dutch Prince of Orange

Stadtholder MafTacre of the De Wits Good con-

duel of the Prince A parliament Declaration of

indulgence recalled Sea-fight Another fea-fight

Another fea-fight Congrefs of Cologne A
parliament Peace with Holland, acq

THE



f HE

HISTORY
O F

GREAT BRITAIN.

CHAP. LVII.

Invafion of the Scots Battle of Marftcn-moor
. Battle of Cropredy -bridge EJfex 's forces

difarmed Second battle of Newbury Rife

and charafter of the Independents Self-denying

ordinance —— Fairfax^ Cromzvel- Treaty of

Uxbridge Execution of Laud.

TH E king had hitherto, during the courfe c H A P.

of the war, obtained many advantages over LVII.

the parliament, and had raifed himfelf from
that low condition into which he had at firft fallen,

to be nearly upon an equal footing with his ad-

verfaries. Yorkfhire, and all the northern counties,

were reduced by the marquefs of Newcaftle; and,

excepting Hull, the parliament was mafter of no
garrifon in thefe quarters. In the weft, Plymouth
alone, having been in vain befieged by p.ince

JVIaurice, refilled the king's authority: And had

it not been for the difappointment in the enterprife

Vol. VII. B of

164+.



2 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
chap, of Gloucefter, the royal garrifons had reached, with-

K _'__, out interruption, from one end of the kingdom to

16^. the other ; and had occupied a greater extent ot

ground than thofe of the parliament. Many of the

royalifts flattered themfelves, that the fame vigor-

ous fpirit, which had elevated them to the prefent

height of power, would ftill favour their progrefs,

* and obtain them a final victory over their enemies :

But thofe who judged more foundly, obferved that,

befides the acceflion of the whole Scottifn nation to

the fide of the parliament, the very principle on

which the royal fucceffes had been founded was

every day acquired, more and more, by the oppo-
fite party. The king's troops, full of gentry and

nobility, had exercifed a valour fuperior to their ene-

mies, and had hitherto been fuccefsful in almoft

every rencounter : But, in proportion as the whole

nation became warlike, by the continuance of civil

difcords, this advantage was more equally fhared

;

and fuperior numbers, it was expected, mult at

length obtain the victory. The king's troops alio

ill paid, and destitute of every neceffary, could not

polfibly be retained in equal difcipline with the par-

liamentary forces, to whom all fupplies were fur-

nifhed from unexhausted (lores and treasures
a
. The

feverity of manners, fo much affected by thefe

zealous religionifts, afiifted their military infti-

tutions i and the rigid inflexibility of character by

which the auftere reformers of church and ftate were

diftinguifhed, enabled the parliamentary chiefs to

reftrain their foldiers within ftricter rules and more
exact order. And while the king's officers indulged

themfelves even in greater licences than thole to

which, during times of peace, they had been ac-

customed, they were apt, both to neglect their mi-

litary duty, and to let a pernicious example of dis-

order to the foldiers under their command.

8 Ruflivvoitli, vol. vi. p. 560.

9 At



CHARLES!. 3

At the commencement of the civil war, all C J**:
fcnglifhmen, who ferved abroad, were invited over, M

and treated with extraordinary refpect : And mod 1644.

of them, being defcended of gccd families, and, by

reafon of their abfence, unacquainted with the new
principles which deprefied the dignity of the crown,

had inlifted under the royal ftandard. Eut it is 00-

fervable that, though the military profeffion re-

quires great genius, and long experience, in the

principal commanders, all its fubordinate duties

may be difcharged by ordinary talents, and from

fuperficial practice. Citizens and country- gentk-

men foon became excellent officers ; and the gene-

rals of greater! fame and capacity happened, all of

them, to fpring up on the fide of the parliament.

The courtiers and great nobility, in the other party*

checked the growth of any extraordinary genius

among the fubordinate officers ; and every man
there, as in a regular eftabliihed government, wag

confined to the flation in which his birth had placed

him.

The king, that he might make preparations,

during winter, for the enfuing campaign, fummoned
to Oxford all the members of either hotife, who ad-

hered to his interests ; and endeavoured to avail

himfelf of the name of parliament, fo paffionatelv

cherifhed by the Englifh nation
b

. The hotife of

peers was pretty full; and, befides the nobility em-
ployed in different parts of the kingdom, it con-

tained twice as many members as commonly voted

at Weftminfter. The houfe of commons confuted

of about 140 ; which amounted not to above half of
the other houfe of commons c

.

So extremely light had government hitherto lain

upon the people, that the very name of excife was
unknown to them ; and, among other evils arifing

from thefe domeftic wars, was the introduction of

b Rufh. vol. vi. p. 559.
e Idem, p. fC6. 574, 575.

B 2 that



4. HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
chap, that impoft into England. The parliament at Weft-

,_ minder having voted an excife on beer, wine, and

16+4. other commodities ; thofe at Oxford imitated the

example, an^ conferred that revenue on the king.

And, in order to enable him the better to recruit

his army, they granted him the fum of 100,000

pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the fub-

ject. The king circulated privy feals, counter-

figned by the fpeakers of both houfes, requiring the

loan of particular fums from fuch perfons as lived

within his quarters'
1

. Neither party had as yet got

above the pedantry of reproaching their antagonifts

with thefe illegal meafures.

The Weftminiler parliament pafTed a whimfical

ordinance, commanding all the inhabitants of Lon-
don and the neighbourhood to retrench a meal a

week ; and to pay the value of it for the lupport of

the public caufe
e
. It is eafily imagined, that, pro-

vided the money were paid, they troubled them-
felves but little about the execution of their ordi-

nance.

Such was the king's fituation, that, in order to

reftore peace to the nation, he had no occafion to

demand any other terms than the reftoring of
the laws and constitution ; the replacing him in

the fame rights which had ever been enjoyed

by his predeceffors -

3 and the re-eftablifhing, on

its ancient bafis, the whole frame of government,

civil as well as ecclefiaftical. And, that he might
facilitate an end feemingly fo defirable, he offered

to employ means equally popular, an univerfal a£t

of oblivion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender

confciences. Nothing therefore could contribute

more to his interefts than every difcourfe of peace,

and every difcuflion of the conditions upon which
that blefling could be obtained. For this reafon,

he folicited a treaty, on all occafions, and defired

3 conference and mutual examination of preten-

4 Rulh. vol. vi. p. 590. c Dugdale, p. 119. Rufh. vol. vi. p. 748.

fions,



CHARLES I.
5

fions, even when he entertained no hopes that any chap.
conclufion could poffibly refult from it.

'

For like reafons, the parliament prudently avoid- j644.

ed, as much as pofiible, all advances towards ne-

gotiation, and were cautious not to expofe too eafily

to cenfure thofe high terms, which their apprehen-

fions or their ambition made them previoufly de-

mand of the king. Though their partisans were

blinded with the thickeft veil of religious prejudices,

they dreaded to bring their pretentions to the teft,

or lay them open before the whole nation. In op-

position to the facred authority of the laws, to the

venerable precedents of many ages, the popular

leaders were afhamed to plead nothing but fears and
jealoufies, which were not avowed by the confti-

tution, and for which, neither the perfonal character

of Charles, fo full of virtue, nor his fituation, fo

deprived of all independent authority, feemed to

afford any reafonable foundation. Grievances which

had been fully redreffed ; powers, either legal or

illegal, which had been entirely renounced j it

feemed unpopular and invidious, and ungrateful,

any farther to infill on.

The king, that he might abate the univerfal ve-

neration paid to the name of parliament, had ifiued

a declaration, in which he fet forth all the tumults

by which himfelf and his partifans in both houies had
been driven from London ; and he thence inferred,

that the afiembly at Weftminfter was no longer a

free parliament, and, till its liberty were refcored,

was entitled to no authority. As this declaration

was an obftacle to all treaty, fome contrivance

feemed requifite, in order to elude it.

A letter was written, in the foregoing fpring,

to the earl of Effex, and fubfcribed by the prince,

the duke of York, and forty- three noblemen f
.

They there exhort him to be an inftrument of re-

f Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 442. Rufli. vol. vi. p. 566. Whit-
locke, p. 77.

B 3 lloring



6 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
chap, ftoring peace, and to promote that happy end with

L
^

'_, thofe by whom he was employed. Erfcx, though

1644. much difgufted with the parliament, though ap-

prehenfive of the extremities to which they were

driving, though defiroUs of any reaibnable accom-
modation ; yet was (till more refolute to preserve

an honourable fidelity to the truft repofed in him.

He replied, that as the paper lent him neither con-

tained any addrefs to the houfes of parliament, nor

any acknowledgment of their authority, he could

no: communicate it to them. Like propofals had
been reiterated by the king, during the enfoing

campaign, and itill met with a like anhver from
Etfex s

.

In order to make a new trial for a treaty, the

king, this fpring, fen* another letter, directed to

the lords and commons of parliament aiTembled at

Weftminfter : But as he alfo mentioned, in the

letter, the lords and commons of parliament af-

fembled at Oxford, and declared that his fcope and

intention was to make provision that all the mem-
bers of both houfes might lee n rely meet in a full

and free afifembly ; the parlianient, perceiving the

conclufion implied, refuted all treaty upon fuch

terms h
. And the king, who knew what fmall hopes

there were of accommodation, would not abandon

the pretenfions which he had affumed ; nor acknow-
ledge the two houfes, more exprefsly, for a free

parliament.

This winter the famous Pym died; a man as

much hated by one party, as reflected by the

other. At London, he was confidered as the victim

to national liberty, who had abridged his life by in-

ceffatit labours for the Incerefts of his country s

: At
Oxford he was believed to have been (truck with

an uncommon difeafe, and to have been coniumed

? Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 4.44.. Riifh. vol.vi. p. e.Cg, 570. Whit-
' '. p. 94.

h Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 4,9. Whitlocke,
• Ibid., p. 66.

with
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with vermin; as a mark of divine vengeance, for chap.
his multiplied crimes and treafons. He had been ^ '_,

fo little ltudious of improving his private fortune 1644.

in thofe civil wars, of which he had been one prin-

cipal author, that the parliament thought themfelves

obliged, from gratitude, to pay the debts which he

had contracted
i:

. We now return to the military

operations, which, during the winter, were carried

on with vigour in feveral places, notwithstanding the

feverity of the feafon.

The forces brought from Ireland were landed at

Mcityne, in North Wales ; and being put under

the command of lord Biron, they befieged and took

the caftles of Hawarden, Beefton, Acton, and

Deddington-houfe '. No place in Chefhire or the

neighbourhood now adhered to the parliament, ex-

cept Nantwich : And to this town Biron laid fiege

during the depth of winter. Sir Thomas Fairfax,

alarmed at fo confiderable a progrefs of the royalifts,

aitembled an army of 4000 men in Yorkfhire, and
having joined fir William Brereton, was approach-

ing to the camp of the enemy. Biron and his

loidiers, elated with fucceiles obtained in Ireland,

had entertained the moil profound contempt for the

parliamentary forces •, a difpofition which, if con-

fined to the army, may be regarded as a good
preiage of victory ; but if it extend to the general,

is the moft probable forerunner of a defeat. Fairfax

fuddenly attacked the camp of the royalifts. The *5th Jan «

fwelling of the river by a thaw divided one part of
the army from the other. That part expofed to

Fairfax, being beaten from their poll, retired into

the church of Acton, and were all taken prifoners :

The other retreated with precipitation". And thus

was dilTipated, or rendered ufelefs, that body of

k Jomn. 13th of February 164.3. 1 Ruih. vol. vi. p. 299.
fc ibid. p. 301,

B 4 forces



8 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
c h A. P. forces which had been drawn from Ireland ; and the

v
'_, parliamentary party revived in thofe north-weft

1644. counties of England,
invafion The invafion from Scotland was attended with
horn Scot- r r \

• m
land. coniequences of much greater importance. 1 he

Scots, having fummoned in vain the town of New-
cafcle, which was fortified by the vigilance of fir

*2(i Feb. Thomas Glenham, paffed the Tyne ; and faced the

marquefs of Newcaftle, who lay at Durham with an

army of 14,000 men". After fome military ope-

rations, in which that nobleman reduced the enemy
to difficulties for forage and provifions, he received

intelligence of a great di 'after which had befallen

hib forces in Yorkshire. Colonel Bellafis, whom he

h.irl left with a confiderable body of troops, was
11thApril, totally routed at Selby by fir Thomas Fairfax,

who had returned from Chefhire with his victorious

• forces °. Afraid of being inclofed between two

armies, Newcaftle retreated ; and Leven having

joined lord Fairfax, they fat down before York, to

which the army of the loyalifts had retired. But as

the parliamentary and Scottiih forces were not nu-

merous enough to inveft fo large a town, divided

by 3 river, they contented themfelves with incom-
moding it by a loofe blockade ; and affairs re-

mained, for fome time, in fufpenfe between thefe

oppofite armies p
.

During this winter and fpring, other parts of

the kingdom had alfo been infefted with war.

Hopetoun, having afiembled an army of 14,000
mm, endeavoured to break into SuiTex, Kent, and

the fouthern ailociation, which feemed well difpofed

to receive him. Waller fell upon him at Chering-

ton ; and gave him a defeat q
, of confiderable im-

portance. In another quarter, fiege being laid

n Rufii. vol.vi. p. 615. ° Idem, ibid. p. 618.
e Ideirij ibid, p. 620. 1 39th of March.

-ta



CHARLES I.

to Newark, by the parliamentary forces, prince Ru-
pert prepared himfelffor relieving a town of fuch con-

fequence, which alone preferved the communication 1644

open between the king's fouthern and northern quar-

ters
r
. With a fmall fores, but that animated by

his active courage, he broke through the enemy, re-

lieved the town, and totally diflipated that army of

the parliament
5

.

But though fortune feemed to have divided her

favours between the parties, the king found himfelf,

in the main, a confiderable lofer by this winter-

campaign ; and he prognosticated a frill worfe event

from the enfuing fummer. The preparations of the

parliament were great, and much exceeded the flen-

der refources of which he was pofTefled. In the eaft-

ern affociation, they levied fourteen thoufand men,
under the earl of Manchefter, feconded by Crom-
wel\ An army often thoufand men, under Effex,

another of nearly the fame force under Waller, was

aflfembled in the neighbourhood of London. The
former was deitined to oppofe the king: The latter

was appointed to march into the weft, where prince

Maurice, with a fmall army which went continually

to decay, was fpending his time in vain before Lyme,
an inconfiderable town upon the fea-coaft. The ut-

moft efforts of the king could not raife above ttn

thoufand men at Oxford ; and on their fword chiefly,

during the campaign, were thefe to depend for fub-

fiftence.

The queen, terrified with the dangers which

every way environed her, and afraid of being en-

clofed in Oxford, in the middle of the kingdom,
fled to Exeter, where fhe hoped to be delivered

unmolefted of the child with which fhe was now
pregnant, and whence fhe had the means of an
eafy efcape into France, if preifed by the forces

of the enemy. She knew the implacable hatred

f Rufh. vol. vi. p. 206. s 21ft of March.
1 Ri]fti. vol. vi. p. 6zj,

which
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chap, which the parliament, on account of her religion

^ _
,

*_, and her credit with the king, had ail along borne

1644. her. Laft fummer the commons had fent up to

the peers an impeachment of high treafon againft

her; becaufe, in his utmoft diitreffes, lhe had af-

fifted her hulband with arms and ammunition, which

fhe had bought in Holland". And had me fallen

into their hands, neither her fex, fhe knew, nor high

ftation, could protect her againtt infults at lead, if

not danger, from thofe haughty republicans, who fo

little affected to conduct themfelves by the maxims
of gallantry and politenefs.

From the beginning of thefe dilTenfions, the par-

liament, it is remarkable, had, in all things, af-

fumed an extreme afcendant over their fovereign,

and had difplayed a violence, and arrogated an au-

thority, which, on his fide, would not have been

compatible either with his temper, or his fituation.

While he fpoke perpetually of pardoning all rebels ;

they talked of nothing but the punifhment of de-

linquents and malignants : While he offered a tole-

ration and indulgence to tender confeiences ; they

threatened the utter extirpation of prelacy : To
his profeffions of lenity, they oppofed declarations

of rigour : And the more the ancient tenor of the

laws inculcated a refpectful fubordination to the

crown, the more careful were they, by their lofty

pretenfions, to cover that defect under which they

laboured.

Their great advantages in the north feemed to

fecond their ambition, and finally to promife them
fuccefs in their unwarrantable enterprifes. Man-
chefter, having taken Lincoln, had united his army
to that of Leven and Fairfax ; and York was now
clofely befieged by their combined forces. That
town, though vigorouQy defended by Newcaltle,

was reduced to extremity -, and the parliamentary

a Rufh. vol. vi. p. 3Z1,

generals,
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generals, after enduring great loffes and fatigues, chap.
liattered themfclves that all their labours would at

,

laft be crowned by this important conqueft. On a 1644.

Tudden, they were alarmed by the approach of prince

Rupert. This gallant commander, having vigoroufly

exerted himfelf in Lancafhire and Chelhire, had col-

lected a confiderable army ; and, joining fir Charles

Lucas, who commanded Newcastle's horle, h aliened

to the relief of York, with an army of 20,coo men.
The Sccttilh and parliamentary generals railed the

fiege, and, drawing up on Marllon- moor, purpofed

to give battle to the royaliils. Prince Rupert ap-

proached the town by another quarter, and, inter-

pofing the river Oufe between him and the enemy,
iafely joined his forces to thofc of Newcaftle. The
marquefs endeavoured to pcrfuade him, that, hav-

ing lb fuccefsfully effected his purpofe, he ought

to be content with the prefent advantages, and leave

the enemy, now much diminiihed by their loffes,

and difcouraged by their ill fuccefs, to diffolve by

thole mutual diffcnfions which had begun to take

place among them w
. The prince, whofe martial

diipofition was not fufficiendy tempered with pru-

dence, nor foftened by complaifance, pretending

poficive orders from the king, without deigning to

confuk with Newcaftle, whofe merits and fervices adjuly.

dtferved better treatment, immediately iffued orders

for battle, and led out an army to Marllon- moor x
.

This action was obllinately difputed between the Battle of

mod numerous armies that were engaged during Mar&»-

the courfe of thefe wars ; nor were the forces on
each fide much different in number. Fifty thou-

fand Britifh troops were led to mutual daughter;

and the victory feemed long undecided between

them. Prince Rupert, who commanded the right

wing of the royaliils, was oppofed to Cromwel y
,

*' Life of the Duke of Newcaftle, p. +o.

* Ulaiendon, vol. v. p. 506. / Kuih. partiii. vol. ii. p. 633.

who
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chap, who conducted the choice troops of the parliament,
LVIL

^ enured to danger under that determined leader, ani-

1644. mated by zeal, and confirmed by the mod rigid

difcipline. After a fhort combat, the cavalry of the

royalifts gave way ; and fuch of the infantry as ftood

next them were likewife borne down, and put to

flight. Newcaflle's regiment alone, refolute to con-

quer or to perifh, obftinately kept their ground, and

maintained by their dead bodies, the fame order in

which they had at firft been ranged. In the other

wing, fir Thomas Fairfax and colonel Lambert,
with fome troops, broke through the royalifts ; and,

tranfported by the ardour of purfuit, foon reached

their victorious friends, engaged alfo in purfuit

of the enemy. But after that tempeft was paft,

Lucas, who commanded the royalifts in this wing,

reftoring order to his broken forces, made a fu-

rious attack on the parliamentary cavalry, threw

them into diforder, pufhed them upon their own
infantry, and put that whole wing to rout. When
ready to feize on their carriages and baggage, he
perceived Cromwel, who was now returned from
purfuit of the other wing. Both fides were not a

little furprifed to find that they muft again renew
the combat for that victory which each of them
though: they had already obtained. The front of
the battle was now exactly counterchanged -, and each

army occupied the ground which had been poffeffed

by the enemy at the beginning of the day. This
fecond battle was equally furious and defperate with

the firft : But after the utmoft efforts of courage

by both parties, victory wholly turned to the fide of
the parliament. The prince's train of artillery was
taken ; and his whole army pufhed off the field of
battle

2
.

This event was in itfelf a mighty blow to the.

Jring ; but proved more fatal in its confequences,

z Rufli. vol. vi. p. 632. Whklocke, p. 89.

11 The
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The marquefs of Newcaftle was entirely loft to the c h a p«

royal caufe. That nobleman, the ornament of the ._
'
f

court and of his order, had been engaged, contrary 1644..

to the natural bent of his difpofition, into thefe mi-

litary operations, merely by a high fenie of honour,

and a perfonal regard to his mailer. The dangers

of war were difregarded by his valour ; but its fa-

tigues were oppreffive to his natural indolence.

Munificent and generous in his expence j polite and
elegant in his tafte ; courteous and humane in his

behaviour ; he brought a great acceffion of friends

and of credit to the party which he embraced. But
amidft all the hurry of action, his inclinations were

fecretly drawn to the loft arts of peace, in which he

took delight ; and the charms of poetry, mulic, and
converfation, often fcole him from his rougher occu-

pations. He chofe fir William Davenant, an in-

genious poet, for his lieutenant-general: The other

perfons, in whom he placed confidence, were more
the inftruments of his refined pleafures, than quali-

fied for the bufinefs which they undertook : And
the feverity and application requifite to the fupport

of difcipline, were qualities in which he was entirely

wanting a
.

When prince Rupert, contrary to his advice,

refolved on this battle, and ifiued all orders, with-

out communicating his intentions to him ; he took

the field, but, he faid, merely as a volunteer ; and,

except by his perfonal courage, which fhone out

with luftre, he had no mare in the action. Enraged
to find that all his fuccefsful labours were rendered

abortive by one act of fatal temerity, terrified with

the profpect of renewing his pains and fatigue, he

refolved no longer to maintain the few nefborces

which remained to a defperate caufe, and chouj

that the fame regard to honour, which had at firit

called him to arms, now required him to abandon a

•Clarendon, vol. v. p. 507, 5,8. See V/arwic.

. party.,
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CHAP, party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment.

i^^ij Next morning early he fent word to the prince that

1644.. he was inftantly to leave the kingdom ; and, without

delay, he v/ent to Scarborough, where he found a

veffel, which carried him beyond Tea. During the

enfuing years, till the reftoration, he lived abroad

in great neceffity, and faw, with indifference, his

opulent fortune fequeftered by thofe who afilimed

the government of England. He difdained, by fub-

miflion or compofition, to fhow obeilance to their

ufurped authority ; and the lead favourable cenfors

of his merit allowed, that the fidelity and fervices of

a whole life had fufficiently atoned for one rafh action

into which his paffion had betrayed him *.

Prince Rupert, with equal precipitation, drew
off the remains of his army, and retired into Lan-
cafhire. Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to

16th July, furrender York ; and he marched out his garrifon

with all the honours of war c
. Lord Fairfax, re-

maining in the city, eftablifhed his government in

that whole county, and fent a thoufand horfe into

Lancaihire, to join with the parliamentary forces in

that quarter, and attend the motions of prince Ru-
pert: The Scottifh army marched northwards, iri

order to join the earl of Calender, who was advanc-

ing with ten thoufand additional forces'
1

; and to re-

duce the town of Newcaftle, which they took by
ftorm : The carl of Manchefter, with Cromwel, to

whom the fime of this great victory was chiefly

afcribed, and who was wounded in the action, re-

turned to the eailern aiibciation, in order to recruit

his army \

While thefe events pafled in the north, the king's

affairs in the fouth were conducted with more fuccefs

and greater abilities. Ruthven, a Scotchman, who

b Clnre?don, vol. V. p'. 511. e Rufli. vol. vi. p. 63S.
* Whitiocke, p. 88. e Rufh. vol. vi. p. 6+1.

had
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had been created earl of Brentford, acted, under the chap,
j

•
i lvii.

king, as general.
,_ _ j

The parliament foon completed their two armies 1644.

commanded by EfTex and Waller. The great zeal

of the city facilitated this undertaking. Many
fpeeches were made to the citizens by the parlia-

mentary leaders, in order to excite their ardour.

Hollis, in particular, exhorted them not to fpare, on
this important occafion, either their purfes, their per-

fons, or their prayers f
; and, in general, it mutt be

confeffed, they were fufficiently liberal in all thefe

contributions. The two generals had orders to march
with their combined armies towards Oxford ; and,

if the king retired into that city, to lay fiege to it,

and by one enterprife put a period to the war. The
king, leaving a numerous garrifon in Oxford,

pafTed with dexterity between the two armies, which
had taken Abingdon, and had inclofed him on
both fides 2

. He marched towards Worcefter;
and Waller received orders from EfTex to follow

him and watch his motions ; while he himfelf

marched into the weft in queft of prince Maurice.

Waller had approached within two miles of the

royal camp, and was only feparated from it by th&

Severn, when he received intelligence that the king
was advanced to Bewdiey, and had directed his

courfe towards Shrewfbury. In order to prevent

him, Waller prefently dillodged, and haftened by
quick marches to that town ; while the king, fud-

denly returning upon his own footfteps, reached

Oxford ; and having reinforced his army from that

garrifon, now in his turn marched out in queft of
Waller. The two armies faced each other at Cro- Battle of

predy- bridge near Banbury ; but the Charwell ran Cropredy-

between them. Next day the king decamped, and z^'th^Jun-r,

marched towards Daventry. Waller ordered a con-

fiderable detachment to pafs the bridge, with an

f Ru/b. vol. vi. p. C ai. z 3d of June,

intention
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chap, intention of falling on the rear of the royalifts. He
K

*, was repulfed, routed, and purfued with confiderable

1644. lofs
b
. Stunned and difheartened with this blow,

his army decayed and melted away by defertion;

and the king thought he might fafely leave it, and

march weftward againft Effex. That general, hav-

ing obliged prince Maurice to raile the fiege of

Lyme, having taken Weymouth and Taunton, ad-

vanced dill in his conquefts, and met with no equal

oppofition. The king followed him, and having

reinforced his army from all quarters, appeared in

the field with an army fuperior to the enemy.
Effex, retreating into Cornwal, informed the parlia-

ment of his danger, and defired them to fend an

army, which might fall on the king's rear. Ge-
neral Middleton received a commifiion to execute

that fervice ; but came too late. Enex's army,

cooped up in a narrow corner at Leftithiel, deprived

of all forage and provifions, and feeing no profpect

of fuccour, was reduced to the laft extremity. The
king prelTed them on one fide ; prince Maurice on
another -, fir Richard Granville on a third. EfTex,

Robarts, and fume of the principal officers, efcaped

in a boat to Plymouth : Balfour with his horfe

paffed the king's out-polls, in a thick mift, and got

ill Sept. fafely to the garrifon of his own party. The foot

under Skippon were obliged to furrender their arms,

artillery, baggage, and ammunition ; and being

conducted to the parliament's quarters, were dif-

Eflex's miffed. By this advantage, which was much boafted

lortes dif- of, the king, befides the honouc of the enterprife,

obtained what he flood extremely in need of: The
parliament, having preferred the men, loft what they

could eafily repair 1
.

No fooner did this intelligence reach London,
than the committee of the two kingdoms voted

h Rufh. vol. vi. p. 676. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 497. Sir Ed.
Walter, p. 31. * Rum. vol. vi. p. 699, &c. Whitlocke, p. 9S.

Clarendon, vol. v. p. 524, 525. Sir Edvv. Walker, p. 69, 70, &c.

thanks

armed.
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thanks to EfTex for his fidelity, courage, and con- C h A p^

duel ; and this method of proceeding, no lefs politic
,

'^

than magnanimous, was preferved by the parliament 1644.

throughout the whole courfe of the war. Equally

indulgent to their friends and rigorous to their ene-

mies, they employed, with fuccefs, thefe two power-

ful engines of reward and punifhment, in confirma-

tion of their authority.

That the king mightfhave lefs reafon to exult in

the advantages which he had obtained in the weft,

the parliament oppofed to him very numerous forces.

Having armed anew EfTex's fubdued, but not dis-

heartened troops, they ordered Manchefter and

Cromwel to march with their recruited forces from

the eaftern afTociation ; and joining their armies to

thofe of Waller and Middleton, as well as of EfTex,

offer battle to the king. Charles chofe his port at Second

Newbury, where the parliamentary armies, under the
Newbury

earl of Manchefter, attacked him with great vigour

;

and that town was a fecond time the fcene of the

bloody animofities of the Englifh. EfTex's foldiers, 27th oa.

exhorting one another to repair their broken honour,

and revenge the difgrace of Leflithiel, made an im-
petuous affault on the royalifls ; and having recovered

fome of their cannon, loft in Cornwal, could not for-

bear embracing them with tears ofjoy. Though the

king's troops defended themfelves with valour, they

were overpowered by numbers ; and the night came
very feafonably to their relief, and prevented a total

overthrow. Charles, leaving his baggage and can-

non in Dennington-caftle, near Newbury, forthwith

retreated to Wallingford, and thence to Oxford.
There prince Rupert and the earl of Northampton
joined him, with confiderable bodies of cavalry.

Strengthened by this reinforcement, he ventured to

advance towards the enemy, now employed before

Dennington-caftle k
. EfTex, detained by ficknefs,

k Rufh. vol, vi. p. 721, &c.

Vol. VII. C had
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I vii
' 'iac^ rK)t

j
' nec^ tne army fmce his misfortune in

c

—

v—^j Cornwal. Mancheiler, who commanded, though his

1644. forces were much fupcrior to thofe of the king, de-

clined an engagement, and rejected Cromwei's ad-
9th Nov. y[CG} who earned})7 preffed him not to neglect i'o fa-

vourable an opportunity of finiiliing the war. The
king's army, by bringing off their cannon from Den-
nington-cafile, in the face of the enemy, feemed to

have iufficiendy repaired the honour which they had
loll at Newbury; and Charles, having the fatisfaction

to excite, between Manchefter and Crcmwel, equal

animofities with thofe which formerly took place be-

tween ElTex and Waller ', diitribuced his army into

winter- quarters.

»3d Nov. Those contefts among the parliamentary gene-

rals, which had difturbed their military operations,

were renewed in London during the winter feafon ;

and each being fupported by his own faction, their

mutual reproaches and accuiations agitated the whole

city and parliament. There had leng prevailed, in

that party, a fecret diftinetion, which, though the

dread of the king's power had hitherto fupprefTed it,

yet, in proportion as the hopes of fuccefs became
nearer and more immediate; began to difcover it-

fdf, with high conteft and animoiity. The Inde-
pzxdexts, who had, at firit, taken fhelcer and con-

cealed themielves under the wings of the Presbyte-
rians, now evidently appeared a diltinct party, and,

betrayed very different views and pretentions. We
muft here endeavour to explain the genius of this

party, and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy the

fcene of action.

Rife and Durino thofe times, when the enthufiaftic fpirit

cha'-acrer met ^ij-^ fucri honour and encouragement, and was

inH.pend- the immediate means of diitinction and preferment^
•nts. jt was impofTible to fet bounds to thefe holy fervours,

or confine, within any natural limits, what was directed

1 TEtufh. vol. vii. p. 1.

3 towards
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towards an infinite and a fupernatural object. Every

man, as prompted by the warmth of his temper,

excited by emulation, or fupported by his habits of 1644,

hypocrilV, endeavoured to diftinguifh himfelf beyond

his fellows, and co arrive at a higher pitch of faintfhip

and perfection. In proportion to its degree offanati-

cifm, each feet became dangerous and deftructive

;

and as the independents went a note higher than the

prefbyrerians, they could lefs be retrained within any

bounds of temper and moderation. From this dii-

tinction, as from a firft principle, were derived, by a

necefftry confequence, all the other differences of

thefe two feels.

The independents rejected all ecclefiaftical efta-

blifhments, and would admit of no fpiritual courts,

no government among paftors, no interpolation of

the magistrate in religious concerns, no. fixed en-

couragement annexed to any fyftem of doctrines or

opinions. According to their principles, each con-

gregation, united voluntarily and by fpiritual ties,

compofed, within itfeif, a feparate church, and exer-

cifed a jurifdiction, but one deftitute of temporal

fanctions, over its own paftor and its own members.
The election alone of the congregation was fufficient

to beftow the faccrdotal character; and as all effential

distinction was denied between the laity and the clergy,

no ceremony, no inititution, no vocation, no impo-
fition of hands, was, as in all other churches, fup-

pofed requifite to convey a right to holy orders.

The enthufiafm of the prefbyteriansled them to reject

the authority of prelates, to throw off thereftraint of
liturgies, to retrench ceremonies, to limit the riches

and authority of the prieftly office : The fanaticifm

of the independents, exalted to a higher pitch, abo-
iifhed ecclefiaftical government, dilliained creeds and
fyitems, neglected every ceremony, and confounded
all ranks and orders. The foidier, the merchant, the

mechanic, indulging the fervours of zeal, and guided

C 2 by
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chap, by the illapfes of the fpirit, refigned himfelf to an ir>

v_
'_j ward and fuperior direction, and was confecrated,

1644. in a manner, by an immediate intercourfe and com-
munication with heaven.

The catholics, pretending to an infallible guide,

had juftified, upon that principle, their doctrine and
practice of perfecution : The prefbyterians, imagin-

ing that fuch clear and certain tenets, as they them-
felves adopted, could be rejected only from a crimi-

nal and pertinacious obftinacy, had hitherto gratified,

to the full, their bigoted zeal, in a like doctrine and
practice : The independents, from the extremity of

the fame zeal, were led into the milder principles of
toleration. Their mind, fct afloat in the wide fea of

infpiration, could confine itfelf within no certain li-

mits ; and the fame variations, in which an enthu-

fiaft indulged himfelf, he was apt, by a natural train

of thinking, to permit in others. Of all chriftian

fects this was the firft, which, during its profperity,

as well as its adverfity, always adopted the principle

of toleration ; and it is remarkable that fo reafon-

able a doclrine owed its origin, not to reafoning, but

to the height of extravagance and fanaticifm.

Popery and prelacy alone, whole genius feemeci

to tend towards fuperftition, were treated by the in-

dependents with rigour. The doctrines too of fate

or deftiny, were deemed by them elTential to all re-

ligion. In thefe rigid opinions, the whole fectaries,

amidfl ail their other differences, unanimoufly con-

curred.

The political fyftemof the independents kept pace

with their religious. Not content with confining to

very narrow limits, the power of the crown, and re-

ducing the king to the rank of firft magiftrate, which,

was the project of the prefbyterians ; this feet, more
ardent in the purfuit of liberty, afpired to a total abo-

lition of the monarchy, and even of the ariftocracy

;

and projected an entire equality of rank and order,.

in
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in a republic, quite free and independent. In con- c ha i\

fequence of this fcheme, they were declared enemies
(

to all propofals for peace, except on fuch terms as, rfc**,

they knew, it was impoflible to obtain; and they ,

adhered to that maxim, which is, in the main, pru-

dent and political, that whoever draws the fword

againft his fovereign, fhould throw away the fcab-

bard. By terrifying others with the fear of venge-

ance from the offended prince, they had engaged
greater numbers into the oppofition againft peace,

than had adopted their other principles with regard

to government and religion. And the great fuc-

cefs, which had already attended the arms of the

parliament, and the greater, which was foon expect-

ed, confirmed them ftiil further in this obftinacy.

Sir Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwel, Nathaniel

Fiennes, and Oliver St. John, the folicitor-general,

were regarded as the leaders of the independents.

The earl of EfTex, difgufied with a war, of which
he began to forefee the pernicious confequences, ad-

hered to the prefbyterians, and promoted every rea-

fonable plan of accommodation. The earl of Nor-
thumberland, fond of his rank and dignity, regarded

with horror a fcheme, which, if it took place, would
confound himfelf and his family with the lowed in

the kingdom. The earls of Warwic and Denbigh,
fir Philip Stapleton, fir William Waller, Hollis,

MafTay, Whidocke, Mainard, Glyn, had embraced
the fame fentiments. In the parliament, a consider-

able majority, and a much greater in the nation, were
attached to the prefbyterian party ; and it was only
by cunning and deceit at firft, and afterwards by mi-
licary violence, that the independents could entertain

any hopes of fuccefs.

The earl of Manchefter, provoked at the impeach-
ment which the king had lodged againft him, had
long forwarded the war with alacrity; but, being a
man of humanity and good principles, the view of

C 3 public
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U ' IC calamities, and the profpeet of a total fufa-

u :
__'

. verfion of government, began to moderate his ar-

i.'^ 4 . clour, a.-ici inclined him to promote peace on any fafe

or honourable ternos. He was even fufpected, in

the field, not to have pufhed to the utmofl against

the king, the advantages obtained by the arms of

the parliament; and Cromwel, in the public de-

bates, revived the accuiation, that this nobleman
had wilfully neglected at Dgn.pingto.n- castle a fa-

vourable opportunity of finishing the war by a total

defeat of the royal ifts. << I mowed him evidently,"

faid Cromwel, " how this fucceis might be obtain-
" ed ; and only defired leave, with my own brigade
c
.

c of horfe, to charge the king's army in their re-
cc treat ; leaving it in the earl's choice, if he thought
" proper, to remain neuter with the reft of his

" forces : But, notwithstanding my importunity^
<c he pofitively refufed his confent; and gave no
<c other reafon but that, if we met with a defeat,
< c there was an end of our pretentions : We mould
<c all be rebels and traitors, and be executed and
i( forfeited by law m ."

Manchester, by way of recrimination, in-

formed the parliament, that, at another time,

Cromwel having propofed fome fcheme, to which
\t feerned improbable the parliament would agree,

he infifted and laid, My lord, if you will ftick firm
to honeft w,en, yen Jhall findyour[elf at tlpe head of an

army3 which Jhal I give law both io king and parlia-
ment. " This difcourfe," continued Manchester,
t
c made the greater impreffion on me, becaufe I

" knew the lieutenant-general to be a man of very
cc deep designs; and he has even ventured to tell

te me, that it never would be well with England
f till I were Mr. Montague, and there were ne'er
(i a lord or peer in the kingdomV So full was

? Clarendon, vol. v. p, 561. n Idem, ibid. p. ^62.

Cromwel
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'Cromwel of thefe republican projects, that, not-

withstanding his habits of profound diffimulation, he

could not ib carefully guard his expreffions, but

that fometimes his favourite notions would efcape

him.

These violent difienfions brought matters to ex-

tremity, and puflicd the independents to the execu-

tion of their defigns. The prefent generals, they

thought, were more defirous of protracting than

finifning the war; and having entertained a fcheme

for preserving ftiil fome balance in the conftitution,

they were afraid of entirely fubduing the king, and

reducing him to a condition where he mould not

be entitled to afk any conceffions. A new model
alone of the army could bring complete victory to

the parliament, and free the nation from thofe

calamities under which it laboured. But how to

effect this project was the difficulty. The authority,

as well as merits, of EfTex was very great with the

parliament. Not only he had ferved them all along

with the mod exact and fcrupulous honour: it was,

in fome meafure, owing to his popularity, that they

had ever been enabled to levy an army, or make
head againft the royal caufe. Manchefter, Warwic,
and the other commanders, had likewife great credit

with the public , nor were there any hopes of pre-

vailing over them, but by laying the plan of an

oblique and artificial attack, which would conceal

the real purpofe of their antagonifts. The Scots

and Scottifli commiflioners, jealous of the progrefs

of the independents, were a new obftacle ; which,

without the utmoft art and fubtlety, it would be
difficult to furmount °. The methods by which
this intrigue was conducted are fo Angular, and
fhow fo fully the genius of the age, that we fhall

give a detail of them, as they are delivered by lord

Clarendon p
.

» Clarendon, vol. v. p. 562.

C 4

P Idem, ibid. p. 565.
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* ^ FAST > on ^ie^ Wednefday of every month,

i^^Jj had been ordered by the parliament at the begin-

164*. ning of thefe commotions -, and their preachers, on
that day, were careful to keep alive, by their ve-

hement declamations, the popular prejudices enter-

tained againft the king, againft prelacy, and againft

popery. The king, that he might combat the

parliament with their own weapons, appointed

likewife a monthly faft, when the people fhould

be inftructed in the duties of loyalty and of fub-

miffion to the higher powers j and he chofe the

fecond Friday of every month for the devotion of
the royalifts q

. It was now propofed and carried

in parliament, by the independents, that a new
and more folemn faft fhould be voted -, when they

mould implore the divine afilftance for extricating

them from thofe perplexities in which they were

at prefent involved. On that day, the preachers,

after many political prayers, took care to treat of
the reigning clivifions in the parliament, and afcribed

them entirely to the felfifh ends purfued by the

members. In the hands of thofe members, they

faid, are lodged all the confiderable commands of
the army, all the lucrative offices in the civil ad-

miniftration : And while the. nation is falling every

day into poverty, and groans under an infupport-

able load of taxes, thefe men multiply poilerTion

on poffefTion, and will, in a little time, be mafters

of all the wealth of the kingdom. That fuch

perfons, who fatten on the calamities of their

country, will ever embrace any effectual meafure

for bringing them to a period, or enfuring final

fuccefs to the war, cannot reafonably be expected.

Lingering expedients alone will be purfued : And
operations in the field concurring, in the fame
pernicious end, with deliberations in the cabi-

net, civil commotions will for ever be perpetuated

1 RuCiworth, vol. vi. p. 36}.

in
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in the nation. After exagse rating thefe diforders, CHAP.
T VTT

the minifters returned to their prayers; and be- .

j-

\

t

fought the Lord, that he would take his own work 164.4..

into his own hand j and if the inftruments, whom
he had hitherto employed, were not worthy to bring

to a conclusion Co glorious a defign, that he would

infpire others more fit, who might perfeft whac
was begun, and by eftablifning true religion, put a

fpeedy period to the public miferies.

On the da] fubfequent to thefe devout animad-
verfions, when the parliament met, a new fpirit ap-

peared in the looks of many. Sir Henry Vane told

the commons, that if ever God appeared to them,

it was in the ordinances of yeilerday: That, as he
was credibly informed by many, who had been

prefent in different congregations, the fame la-

mentations and difcourfes, which the godly preach-

ers had made before them, had been heard in other

churches : That fo remarkable a concurrence could

proceed only from the immediate operation of the

Holy Spirit: That he therefore intreated them, in

vindication of their own honour, in confideration of
their duty to God and their country, to lay afide all

private ends, and renounce every office attended

with profit or advantage: That the abfence of fo

many members, occupied in different employments,
had rendered the houfe extremely thin, and dimi-

nished the authority of their determinations : And
that he could not forbear, for his own part, ac-

cufing himfelf as one who enjoyed a gainful office,

that of treafurer of the navy; and though he was
poflefTed of it before the civil commotions, and owed
it not to the favour of the parliament, yet was he
ready to refign it, and to facrifice, to the welfare of
his country, every confideration of private intereit

and advantage.

Cromwel next acted his part, and commended
the preachers for having dealt with them plainly and
impartially, and told them of their errors, of which

they
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P
t^ey were **° ^riiwnihg ro be informed. Though

_ '-
.-'_. they dwelt on many things, he faid, on which he

y&w. had never before reflected ; yet, upon revolving

them, he could not but cor.fefs, that, till there were

a perfect reformation in thefe particulars, nothing

which they undertook could poffibly profper. The
parliament, no doubt, continued he, had done
wifely on the commencement of the war, in en-

gaging fevers* of its members in the moft dangerous

parts of it, and thereby fatisfyirg the nation, that

they intended to {hare all hazards with the meaneft

of the people-. But- affairs arc n6w changed. During
the progrefs of military operations, there have arifen,

in the parliamentary armies, many excellent officers,

who are qualified for higher commands than they

are now poiTeffed of. And though it becomes not

men, engaged in fuch a caufe, to pit truft in the

arm of Jle/b, yet he could Mare them, that their

troops contained generals fit to command in any

enterprife in Chriftendom. The army indeed, he was

forry to fay it, did not correfpond, by its difcinline,

to the merit of the officers j nor were there any

hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which

prevail among the foldiers, were reprefled by a new
model, that their forces would ever be attended

with fignal fuccefs in any undertaking.

In oppofition to this reafoning of the independ-

ents, many of the prefbyterians fhewed the in-

convenience and danger of the projected alteration.

Whitlocke, in particular, a man of honour, who
loved his country, though in every change of go-

vernment he always adhered to the ruling power,

faid, that befides the ingratitude of difcarding, and

that by fraud and artifice, fo many noble perfons,

to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its chief

fupport ; they would find it extremely difficult to

fupply the place of men, now formed by experience

to command and authority : That the rank alone,

pofTeired by fuch as were members of either houfe,

pre-
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prevented envy, retained the army in obedience, c
T

J
! r̂

p '

and gave weight to military orders : That greater ,

~
_ ' ^

confidence might fafely be repofed in men of family 1644.

and fortune, than in mere adventurers, who would

be apt to entertain feparate views from thole which

were embraced by the perfons who employed them

:

That no maxim of policy was more undifputed,

than the neceflity of preferving an infeparable con-

nexion between the civil and military powers, and of

retaining the latter in ftrict fubordination to the

former : That the Greeks and Romans, the wilcft and

ipaft paffionate lovers of liberty, had ever entrufted

to their fenators the command of armies, and had

maintained an unconquerable jealoufy of all mer-
cenary forces : And that fuch men alone, whofe
interests were involved in thole of the public, and

who poflefied a vote in the civil deliberations,

would fufficiently refpect the authority of parlia-

ment, and never could be tempted to turn the fword

againft thufe by whom it was committed to them r
.

Notwithstanding thefe reafonings, a com- Self-de-.iy-

mittee was chofen to frame what was called the ,ngordi"

Self-denying ordinance, by which the members of
both houfes were excluded from all civil and mi-
litary employments, except a few offices which were
fpecified. This ordinance was the fubject of great

debate, and, for a iong time, rent the parliament

and city into factions. But, at laft, by the preva-

lence of envy with fome ; with others of falfe mo-
defty ; with a great many, of the republican and
independent views ; it palled the houfe of com-
mons, and was lent to the upper houfe. The peers,

though the fcheme was, in part, levelled againft

their order ; though all of them were, at bottom,
extremely averfe to it; though they even ventured
once to reject it; yet poffeired fo little authority,

that they durft not perfevere in oppofing the reib-

* Whitlocke, p. 114-, 115. Rufii, vol. vii, p. 6.

lution

nance.



25 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
CHAP. Iution of the commons j and they thought it better

'

,

policy, by an unlimited compliance, to ward off

1644. that ruin which they faw approaching 3

. The or-

dinance, therefore, having palled both houfes, EfTex,

Warwic, Manchcfter, Denbigh, Waller, Brereton,

and many others, refigned their commands, and re-

ceived the thanks of parliament for their good fer-

vices. A. penfion of ten thoufand pounds a year

was fettled on EfTex.

1645- It was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men

;

and fir Thomas Fairfax was appointed general r
.

It is remarkable that his commiflion did not run,

like that of EfTex, in the name of the king and
parliament, but in that of the parliament alone :

And the article concerning the fafety of the king's

perfon was omitted. So much had animofities en-

creafed between the parties". Cromwel, being a

member of the lower houfe, mould have been dis-

carded with the others ; but this impartiality would

have difappointed all the views of thofe who had in-

troduced the felf-denying ordinance. He was faved

by a fubtiky, and by that political craft, in which

he was fo eminent. At the time when the other

ofnceis refigned their commiffionSj care was taken

that he mould be fent with a body of horfe, to re-

lieve Taunton, befieged by the royalifts. His ab-

ience being remarked, orders were di (patched for

his immediate attendance in parliament ; and the

new general was directed to employ fome other

officer in that fervice. A ready compliance was

feigned ; and the very day was named, on which,

it was averred, he would take his place in the houfe.

15 ut Fairfax, having appointed a rendezvous of the

... mv, wrote to the parliament, and defired leave to

retain, for fome days, lieutenant-general Cromwel,
whole advice, he faid, would be ufeful, in fupply-

5 Riifl). vol. vil. p. 8. 15. • Whitlocke, p. 118. Rvfli. vol.vii.

p. ;. u Whitlocke, p. 133.
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ing the place of thofe officers who had refigned. c HA p.

Shortly after, he begged, with much earneftnefs, ^J
/IL

that they would allow Cromwel to ferve that cam- j6+Ji

paign \ And thus the independents, though the

minority, prevailed by art and cunning over the

prefbyterians, and beftowed the whole military au-

thority, in appearance, upon Fairfax ; in reality,

upon Cromwel.
Fairfax was a perfon equally eminent for cou- Fairfax*

rage and for humanity j and though ftrcngly in-

fected with prejudices, or principles derived from
religious and party zeal, he feems never, in the

courfe of his public conduct, to have been diverted,

by private intereft or ambition, from adhering

ftrictJy to thefe principles. Sincere in his pro-

feffions; difinterefted in his views; open in his con-

duel j he had formed one of the moft mining
characters of the age ; had not the extreme narrow-
nefs of his genius, in every thing but in war, and
his embarrafted and confufed elocution on every cc-

cafion but when he gave orders, diminimed the

luftre of his merit, and rendered the part which he
acted, even when veiled with the fupreme com-
mand, but fecondary and fubordinate.

Cromwel, by whofe fagacity and infinuation cromwel
Fairfax was entirely governed, is one of the moft
eminent and molt lingular perlbnages that occurs in

hiftory: The ftrokes of his character are as open
and ftrongly marked, as the fchemes of his conduct
were, during the time, dark and impenetrable.

His extenfive capacity enabled him to form the

moft enlarged projects : His enterprifing genius was
not difmayed with the boldeft and moit dangerous.
Carried, by his natural temper, to magnanimity,
to grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering
policy; he yet knew, when necefiary, to employ
the moft -profound diffimulation, the moft oblique

T Clarendon, vo!.t. p. 629, 630 Whitlocke, p. 14.T.

11 and
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and refined artifice, the femblance of the greateft

moderation and fimplicity. A friend to juftice,

i6+57~ though his public conduct Was one continued vio-

lation of it ; devoted to religion, though he per-

petually employed it as the inftruineat of his am-
bition; he was engaged in crimps from the profpect

of fovereign power, a temptation which is, in ge-

nera], irrefiftible to human nature. And by u

well that authority which he had attained by fraud

and violence, he has leflfened, if not overpowered,

our deteftation of his enormities, by our admiration

of his fuccefs and of his genius.

Treaty of During this important tranfaclion of the felf*
Uxbndge.

^cny\ng ordinance, the negotiations for peace were

likewife carried on, though with fmall hopes of

fuccefs. The king having fent two meffages, one

from Evefham x
, another from Taviftoke >', de-

firing a treaty, the parliament difpatched commif-
fioners to Oxford, with propofals as high as if they

had obtained a complete viclory z
. The advantages

gained during the campaign, and the great diftrefies

of the royalifts, had much elevated their hopes j

and they were refolved to repofe no truft in men
inflamed with the higheft animofity againft them*

and who, were they poiTefTed of power, were fully

author ifed by law to punifh all their opponents as

rebels and traitors.

The king, when he confidered the propofals and

the difpofition of the parliament, could not expect

any accommodation, and had no profpect but of

war, or of total fubmilTion and fubjection : Yet, in

order to fatisfy his own party, who were impatient

for peace, he agreed to lend the duke of Richmond
and earl of Southampton, with an anfwer to the

propofals of the parliament, and at the fame time

to deli re a treaty upon their mutual demands
and pretentions a

. It now became neceifary for

* 4-th of July 164.4.. / 8th of Ser>t. 1644.. 2 Dugdale,

p. 737. Riifll. vol. vi. p, 8$d< a Whitlocke, p. no.

him



CHARLES I,

him to retract his former declaration, that the two

houfes at Weftrninifter were not a fixe parliament

;

and accordingly he was induced, though with great

reluctance, to give them, in his anfwer, the appel-

lation of the parliament of England 6
. But in

appeared afterwards, by a letter which he wrote to

the queen, and of which a copy was taken at Nafeby
;

that lie iecretly entered an, explanatory proteft in

his council -book; and he pretended that, though

he had called them the parliament, he had not

thereby acknowledged them for fuch c
. This fub-

tlety, which has been frequently objected to Charles,

is the rnoft noted of thofe very few inftances, from
which the enemies of this prince have endeavoured

to load him with the imputation of infincerity; and
inferred, that the parliament could repofe no con-
fidence in his profeffions and declarations, not even
in his laws and flatutes. There is, however, it

nrift be confeITed, a difference univerfally avowed
between limply giving to men the appellation which
they affume, and the formal acknowledgment of
their title to it ; nor is any thing more common and
familiar in all public transactions.

The time of place and treaty being fettled, fix-

teen commifTioners from the king met at Uxbrido-e,

with twelve authorifed by the parliament, attended
by the Scottiih commifTioners. It was agreed, that

the Scottifh and parliamentary commifTioners mould
give in their demands, with regard to three im-

1645.

30th Jan.

b Whitlocke, p.m. Dugdale, p. 7 .«.S. c His words are :
(l As for my calling thofe at London a parliament, I mall refer thee to
" Digby for particular fatisfaftjon; this in general : If there had been
" but two befides myfelf, of my opinion, I had not done it; and the
" argument that prevailed with me was, that the calling did no ways
" acknowledge them to be a parliament; upon which°condition and
** conftru&ion I did it, and no otherwife, and accordingly it is re-u girhred in the council books, with the council's unanimous appro.-
se bation." The King's cabinet opened. Rum, vol. iv. p, 043,

portant
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CHAP, portant articles, religion, the militia, and Ireland ;
LV II « and that thefe mould be fuccefiively difcuflfed in

1645. conference with the king's commiflioners d
. It was

foon found impracticable to come to any agreement

with regard to any of thefe articles.

In the fummer 1643, while the negotiations

were carried on with Scotland, the parliament had

fummoned an afTembly at Weftminfter, confiding

of 121 divines and 30 laymen, celebrated in their

party for piety and learning. By theii advice, al-

terations were made in the thirty-nine articles, or in

the metaphyfical doctrines of the church , and, what

was of greater importance, the liturgy was entirely

abolimed, and, in its Head, a new directory for

worfhip was eitablimed ; by which, fuitably to the

fpirit of the puritans, the utmoft liberty, both in

praying and preaching, was indulged to the public

teachers. By the folemn league and covenant,

epifcopacy was abjured, as deftructive of all true

piety ; and a national engagement, attended with,

every circumftance that could render a promife ft-

cred and obligatory, was entered into with the

Scots, never to fuffer its re-admiflion. All thefe

meafures fhewed little fpirit of accommodation in

the parliament ; and the king's com miiTioners were

not furprifed to find the eftablifhment of prefbytery

and the directory pofitively demanded, together with

the fubfeription of the covenant, both by the king
and kingdom c

.

Had

<l Whitlocke. p. in. Dugcble, p. 758. e Such love cf con-

tradiction prevailed in the parliament, that they had converted Chiift-

jms, v hich, with the churchmen, was a great fefiival, into a ibienm
fait and humiliation ;

" In order," as they laid, " that it might call
*' to remembrance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, who, prc-
€{ tending to celebrate the memory of Chrirt, have turned this feaft.

*« into an extreme forgetfulnefs of him, by giving liberty to carnal
" and fenfual delights." Rum. vol. vi. p. Si 7. It is remarkable
that, a-s the parliament abolifhed all holy days, and feverely prohibited

all arhuiement on the fabbath 3 and even burned, by the hands of the

hangman,
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JHUD Charles been of a difpofition to neglect all

theological controverfy, he yet had been obliged, in

good policy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdiction, not 164.5.

only becaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but

becaufe all his adherents were paffionately devoted

to it; and to abandon them, in what they regarded

as fo important an article, was for ever to relinquifh

their friendlhip and affiftance. But Charles had never

attained fuch enlarged principles. He deemed bi-

fhops efTential to the-very being of a chriftian church j

and he thought himfelf bound, by more facred ties

than thofe of policy, or even of honour, to the fup-

port of that order. His concelllons, therefore, on
this head, he judged fufficient, when he agreed that

an indulgence mould be given to tender confciences

with regard to ceremonies j thar the bifhops mould

hangman, the king's book of fports ; the nation found, that there was
no time left for relaxation or diverfion. Upon application therefore,

of the fcrvtints and apprentices, the parliament appointed the fecond

Tuefday of every month for play and recreation. Rufh. vol.vii. p. 460.
Wbitkcke, p. 147. But thei'e inltitutions they found great difficulty to

execute 5 and the people were refolved to be merry when they them-
felves pleated, not when the parliament mould prefcribe it to them.
The keeping of Chriftmas holy- days was long a great maik of ma-
lignancy, ami very feverely ceniuied by the commons. Wlr.tlvcke, p.
aS6. Even minced pyes, which cuftom had made a Chriftmas difh

aihong the churchmen, w.;s regarded, during that feafon, as a profane

and fupei ftitious viand by the leclaries ; though at other times it agreed
very well with their ftomachs. In the parliamentary ordinance too,

for the oblervance of the fabbath, they inftrted a chufe for the taking
down of may- poles, which they called a he3thenilh vanity. Since

we are upon this lubjeft, it may not be amifs to mention, that, belide

fetting apart Sunday for the ordinances, as they (railed them, the godly-

had regular meetings on the Thurfdays for reiblving cafes of con-
ference, and conferring about their progrefs in grace. What they
were chiefly anxious about, was the fixing the precife moment of
their converiion or new birth ; and whoever could not afcertain lb dif-

ficult a point of calculation, could not pretend to any title to laint/hip.

The profane fcholars at Oxford, after the parliament became mafters of
that town, gave to the hcufe in which the zealots aflembled the deno-
mination of Scruple Shop: The zealots, in their turn, infultod the fcho-

lars and profelTors 5 and, intruding into the place of leftures, declaimed
r.gainlt human learning, and challenged the moft knowing of them to

prove that their calling was from Chrift. See Wood's Falti Dxonien-

1*1 P- 740-

Vol. VII. D exer-
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chap, exercife no aft of iurifdiftion or ordination, with-

t^^^i^, out the cor.fent and counfel of fuch prefbyters as

1645. mould be chofen by the clergy of each diocefe ; that

they mould refide conftantly in their diocefe, and

be bound to preach every Sunday -, that pluralities

be abolifhed; that abufes in ecclefiaftical courts be

redrefled j and that a hundred thoufand pounds be

levied on the bifhops' eftates and the chapter lands,

for payment of debts contracted by the parliament f
.

Thefe conceflions, though confiderable, gave no fa-

tisfaftion to the parliamentary commiflioners ; and,

without abating any thing of their rigour on this

head, they proceeded to their demands with regard

to the militia.

The king's partifans had all along maintained,

that the fears and jealoufies of the parliament, after

the fecurities fo early and eafily given to public

liberty, were either feigned or groundlefs ; and that

no human institution could be better poifed and

adjufted, than was now the government of England,

By the abolition of the ftar-charnber and court of

high commiffion, the prerogative, they faid, has loft

all that coercive power by which it had formerly

iuppreffed or endangered liberty : By the eftabliih-

ment of triennial parliaments, it can have no leifure

to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any
rime, from the inspection of that vigilant ailembly

:

By the (lender revenue of the crown, no kinp- can
ever attain luch influence as to procure a repeal of
thefe falutary ftatutes : And while the prince com-
mands no military force, he will in vain, by vio-

lence, attempt an infringement of laws, fo clearly

defined by means of late difputes, and fo paiTionately

cherifhed by all his fubje&s. In this fituation, furcly,

the nation, governed by fo virtuous a monarch,

, for the prefent, remain in tranquillity, and try

' Dugdale, p. 779, 7S0.

whether
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whether it be not poiTible, by peaceful arts, to elude chap.
that danger with which, it is pretended, its liberties ^J^^j
are ftill threatened. !645 .

But though the royalifts infifted on thefe plaufible

topics before the commencement of war, they were

obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commo-
tions had fomcwhat abated the force and evidence

of tiiis reafoning. If the power of the militia, faid ~

the oppofite party, be entrufted to the king, it

would not now be difficult for him to abufe that

authority. By the rage of interline difcord, his

partifans are inflamed into an extreme hatred againft

their antagonifts j ancl have contracted, no doubt,

fome prejudices againft popular privileges, which,

in their apprehenfion, have been the fource of fo

much diforder. Were the arms of the ftate, therefore,

put entirely into fuch hands, what public fecurity, it

may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what
private fecurity to thofe who, in oppofition to the

letter of the law, have fo generoufly ventured their

lives in its defence ? In compliance with this ap-
prehenfion, Charles offered, that the arms of the ftate

fhould be entrufted, during three years, to twenty

commiflioners, who fhould be named, either by
common agreement between him and the parliament,

or one half by him, the other by the parliament.

And after the expiration of that term, he infifted

that his conftitutional authority over the militia

fhould again return to him 2
.

The parliamentary commiflioners at firft de-

manded, that the power of the fword fhould for

ever be entrufted to fuch perfons as the parliament

alone fhould appoint h
: But, afterwards, they re-

laxed fo far as to require that authority only for

feven years j after which it was not to return to the

king, but to be fettled by bill, or by common agree-

ment between him and his parliament 1
. The

t Dug'hle, p. 798. h Ibid. p. 791, » Ibid. p. 820.

D 2 king's
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P
' k''n§' s commiflioners afked, Whether jealoufies and

, fears were all on one fide, and whether the prince,

164.5. from fuch violent attempts and pretenfions as he
had experienced, had not, at leaft, as great reafon

to entertain apprehenfions for, his authority, as they

for their liberty ? Whether there were any equity

in fecuring only one party, and leaving the other,

during the fpace of feven years,, entirely at the

mercy of their enemies ? Whether, if unlimited

power were entrufted to the parliament during fo>

long a period, it would not be eafy for them to

frame the fubfequent bill in the manner moll agree-

able to themfelves, and keep for ever pofieflion of

the fword, as well as of every article of civil power
and juriidiction

k
?

The truth is, after the commencement of war,.

it was very difficult, if not impoflible, to find fe-

curity for both parties, efpecially for that of the

parliament. Amidft fuch violent animofities, power

alone could enfure fafety ; and the power of one

fide was neceflarily attended with danger to the other.

Few or no inftances occur in hiflory of an equal,

peaceful, and durable accommodation, that has been

concluded between two factions which had been en-

flamed into civil war.

With regard to Ireland, there were no greater

hopes of agreement between the parties. The par-

liament demanded, that the truce with the rebels

mould be declared null ; that the management of

the war mould be given over entirely to the parlia-

ment, and that, after the conqueft of Ireland, the

nomination of the lord lieutenant and of the judges,

or, in other words, the fovereignty of that kingdom,

fhoukl likewife remain in their hands 1

.

What rendered an accommodation more defpe-

rate was, that the demands on thefe three heads,

however exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the

parliamentary commiflioners, to be nothing but

k IHigdale, p. 8;;. » Ibid, p, 826, 8a/.

preli-
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preliminaries. After all thefe were granted, it would

be neceflary to proceed to the difcuflion of thofe

other demands, ftill more exorbitant, which a little 164.5.

before had been tranfmitted to the king at Oxford.

Such ignominious terms were there infifted on, that

worfe could fcarcely be demanded, were Charles

totally vanquifhed, a prifoner, and in chains. The
king was required to attaint and except from a ge-

neral pardon, forty of the moft confiderable of his

Englifli fubjects, and nineteen of his Scottifli, to-

gether with all popifh recufants in both kingdoms
who had borne arms for him. It was indited, that

forty-eight more, with all the members who had

fitten in either houfe at Oxford, all lawyers and di-

vines who had embraced the king's party, fhould

be rendered incapable of any office, be forbidden the

exercife of their profeffion, be prohibited from
coming within the verge of the court, and forfeit

the third of their eftates to the parliament. It was

required, that whoever had borne arms for the king,

mould forfeit the tenth of their eftates, or if that

did not fuffice, the fixth, for the payment of public

debts. As if royal authority were not fufficiently

annihilated by fuch terms, it was demanded, that

the court of wards mould be abolifhed ; that all the

confiderable officers of the crown, and all the judges,

mould be appointed by parliament; and that the

right of peace and war mould not be exercifed with-

out the confent of that affembly m
. The pre/byte-

rians, it muft be confefied, after infifting on fuch

conditions, differed only in words from the inde-

pendents, who required the eftablifhment of a pure
republic. When the debates had been carried on
to no purpofe during twenty days among the com-
rniflioners, they feparated, and returned ; thofe of the

king, to Oxford, thofe of the parliament, to London.

J» Rufli, vol. vi. p. S50. Dugdale, p. 737.

D 3 A LITTLE
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c HA P. A little before the commencement of this fruit-

L__-v-Jw lefs treaty, a deed was executed by the parliament,

164.5. which proved their determined refoluticn to yield

nothing, but to proceed in the fame violent and im-

perious manner with which they had at fi: ft entered

Execution on thefe dangerous enterprifcs. Archbifhop Laud,
ot Laud.

t jie moft favourite minifter of the kins, was brought

to the lcafrold ; and in this inftance the public might

fee, that popular affemblies, as, by their very num-
ber, they are, in a great meafure, exempt from the

reftraint of fhame, ib, when they alfo overleap the

bounds of law, naturally break out into acts of the

greater! tyranny and injuftice.

From the time that Laud had been committed,

the houfe of commons, engaged in enterprifes of

greater moment, had found no leifure to finiih his

impeachment j and he had patiently endured fo long

an imprifonment without being brought to any trial.

After the union with Scotland, the bigoted pre-

judices of that nation revived the like fpirit in

England ; and the fectaries refolved to gratify their

vengeance in the puniihment of this prelate, who
had fo long, by his authority, and by the execution

of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit under con-

finement. He was accufed of high treafon\in en-

deavouring to fubvert the fundamental laws, and of

other high crimes and mifdemeanors. The fame

illegality of an accumulative crime and a conftructive

evidence, which appeared in the cafe of Strafford j

the fame violence and iniquity in conducting the

trial -, are confpicuous throughout the whole courfe

of this profecution. The groundlefs charge of

popery, though belied by his whole life and con-

duct, was continually urged againft the prifonerj

and every error rendered unpardonable by this im-
putation, which was fuppofed to imply the height of

all enormities. " This man, my lords," faid ferjeant

Wilde, concluding his long fpeech againft him,
" is
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is like Naaman the Syrian; a great man, but a chap.
" leper"." J^Lj
We (hall not enter into a detail of this matter, 164.5.

which, at prefent, feems to admit of little controverfy.

It fuffices to fay, that, after a long trial, and the ex-

amination of above a hundred and fifty witndTes, the

commons found fo little likelihood of obtaining a

judicial fentence againft Laud, that they were obliged

to have recourfe to their legiflative authority, and to

pafs an ordinance for taking away the life of this aged

prelate. Notwithftanding the low condition into

which the houfe of peers was fallen, there appeared

fome intention of rejecting this ordinance ; and the

popular leaders were again obliged to apply to the

multitude, and to extinguifh, by threats of new tu-

mults, the fmall remains of liberty poiTeiTed by the

upper-houfer Seven peers alone voted in this im-
portant queftion. The reft, either from fhame or

fear, took care to abfent themfelves .

Laud, who had behaved during his trial with fpirit

and vigour of genius, funk not under the horrors of

his execution; but though he had ufually profeffed

himfelf apprehenfive of a violent death, he found all

his fears to be diffipated before that fuperior courage

by which he was animated. " No one," faid he,
st can be more willing to fend me out of life, than I
<c am defirous to go." Even upon the fcairold, and
during the intervals of his prayers, he was hararTed

aud molefted by fir John Clotworthy, a zealot of the

reigning fe£t, and a great leader in the lower houfe

:

This was the time he chofe for examining the prin-

ciples of the dying primate, and trepanning him into

a confeffion, that he trufted for his falvation to the

merits of good works, not to the death of the Re-
deemer p

. Having extricated himfelf from thefe

theological toils, the archbiihop laid his head on the

block ; and it was fevered from the body at one

*> Rnfii. vol. vi. p. $30. ° Warwick, p. 169.
P lliiih. vol. vi. p. 838, 839.

D 4 blow.
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. Thofe religious opinions, for which he fuU
'

,,, fered, contributed, no doubt, to the courage and con-

1C45. flancy of his end. Sincere he undoubtedly was, and,

however mifguided, actuated by pious motives in all

his purfuits; and it is to be regretted, that a man of
fuch fpirit, who conducted his enterprifes with fo

much warmth and induftry, had not entertained more
enlarged views, and embraced principles more fa-

vourable to the general happinefs of fociety.

The great and important advantage, which the

party gained by Strafford's death, may, in fome de-

gree, palliate the iniquity of the fentence pronounced

againft him : But the execution of this old infirm

prelate, who had fo long remained an inofTenfive pri-

soner, can be afcribed to nothing but vengeance anc}

bigotry in thofe fevere religionifts, by whom the par-

liament was entirely governed. That he deferved a

better fate was not queftioned by any reafonable man

:

The degree of his merit, in other refpects, was dis-

puted. Some accufed him of recommending flavifh

doctrines, of promoting perfecution, and of encou-

raging fupentition ; while others thought that his

conduct, in thefe three particulars, would admit of

apology and extenuation.

That the letter of the law, as much as the mod
flaming court- fermon, indicates paffive obedience, is

apparent : And though thefpirit of a limited govern-

ment feems to require, in extraordinary cafes, fome
mitigation of fo rigorous a doctrine ; it muft be con-

felled, that the preceding genius of the Englifh con-

stitution had rendered a miftake in this particular

very natural and excufable. To inflict death, at

leaft on thofe who depart from the exact line of truth

in thefe nice questions, fo far from being favourable

to national liberty, favours ftrongly of the fpirit of

tyranny and profcription.

3 1 2th of July 1644..

TOLERA-
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Toleration had hitherto been fo little the prin-

ciple of any Chriitian feet, that even the catholics,

the remnant of the religion profeflTed by their fore- J6+5.

fathers, could not obtain from the Englifn the lead

indulgence. This very houfe of commons, in their

famous remonftrance, took care to juftify themfelvcs,

as from the higheft imputation, from any intention

to relax the golden reins of discipline, as they called

them, or to grant any toleration' : And the enemies

of the church were fo fair from the beginning, as

not to lay claim to liberty of confcience, which they

called a toleration for foul-murder. They openly

challenged the fuperionty, and even menaced the

eftablilhed church with that perfecution which they

afterwards exercifed againft her with fuch feverity.

And ifthe queftion be confidered in the view ofpolicy;

though a feet, already formed and advanced, may,
with good reafon, demand a toleration -, what title had
the puritans to this indulgence, who were juft on the

point of feparation from the church, and whom, it

might be hoped, fome wholelbme and legal feverities

would (till retain in obedience 5
?

Whatever ridicule, to a philofophical mind, may
be thrown on pious ceremonies, it muil be confefled,

that, during a very religious age, no inftitutions can

be more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend

more to mollify that fierce and gloomy fpirit of de-

votion, to which they are fubject. Even the Englifli

church, though it had retained a fhare of popifh

ceremonies, may juftly be thought too naked and
unadorned, and ftill to approach too near the abftract

and fpiritual religion of the puritans. Laud and his

aflbciates, by reviving a few primitive inftitutions of
this nature, corrected the error of the firft reformers,

and prefented to the affrightened and aftonifhed mind,
fome fenfible, exterior obfervances, which might oc-

cupy it during its religious exercifes, and abate the

1 Nalfon, vol. if. p. 705.
s See note [A] at the end of the volume.

violence
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chap, violence of its difappointed efforts. The thought,

v_^^^, no longer bent on that divine and myfterious ef-

1645. fence, fo fuperior to the narrow capacities of man-
kind, was able, by means of the new model of

devotion, to relax itfelf in the contemplation of

pictures, poftures, veftments, buildings j and all the

fine arts, which minifter to religion, thereby re-

ceived additional encouragement. The primate, it

is true, conducted this fcheme, not with the enlarged

fentiments and cool reflection of a legiflator, but

with the intemperate zeal of a fectary ; and by over-

looking the circumflances of the times, ferved ra-

ther to inflame that religious fury which he meant
to reprefs. But this blemifh is more to be regarded

as a general imputation on the whole age, than any
" particular failing of Laud's -, and it is fufHcient for

his vindication to obferve, that his errors were the

mod excufable of all thofe which prevailed during

that zealous period.
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Montrofe''s vitlories The new model of the army

. Battle of Nafeby Surrender of Brifiol

. The Weft conquered by Fairfax Defeat of

Montrofe Ecclefiaftical affairs King gees

to the Scots at Newark End of the war
King delivered up by the Scots,

WHILE the king's affairs declined in Eng- chap.
land, fome events happened in Scotland, _^m *

which feemed to promife him a more profperous 164.5.

ifiue of the quarrel.

Before the commencement of thefe civil difor- Mont-

ders, the earl of Montrofe, a young nobleman of a ™4>
S

-

es

diftinguifhed family, returning from his travels, had
been introduced to the king, and had made an offer

of his fervices ; but by the infinuations of the mar-
quefs, afterwards duke of Hamilton, who pofifefled

much of Charles's confidence, he had not been

received with that diftinclion to which he thought

himfelf juftly entitled
:

. Difgufted with this treat-

ment, he had forwarded all the violence of the cove-

nanters ; and, agreeably to the natural ardour of his

genius, he had employed himfelf, during the firil

Scottifh infurreclion, with great zeal, as well as fuc-

cefs, in levying and conducting their armies. Being
commi'flloned by the Tables to wait upon the king,

while the royal army lay at Bervvic, he was fo gained

by the civilities and carefles of that monarch, that he

thenceforth devoted himfelf entirely, though fecretly,

to his fervice, and entered into a clofe correfpondence

Nalfon, Intr. p. 63.

1

1

with
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chap, with jjjm< j n the fccond infurrecYion, a great military

L '_, command was entrufted to him by the covenanters;

j 645. and he was the firfl that paflfed the Tweed, at the

head of their troops, in the invafion of England. He
found means, however, foon after to convey a letter

to the king : And by the infidelity of ibme about that

prince ; Hamilton, as was fufpected ; a copy of this

letter was lent to Leven, the Scottifh general. Be-
ing acculed of treachery, and a correfpondence with

the enemy ; Montrofe openly avowed the letter, and

afked the generals, if they dared to call their fove-

reign an enemy : And by this bold and magnanimous
behaviour, he efcaped the danger of an immediate
profecution. As he was now fully known to be of

the royal party, he no longer concealed his princi-

ples •, and he endeavoured to draw thofe who had
entertained Hkle fentiments, into a bond of afTociation

for his matter's fervice. Though thrown into'prifon

for this enterprife u
, and detained fome time, he was

not difcouraged ; but ftill continued, by his counte-

nance and protection, to infufe fpirit into the diftrefled

royalifts. Among other perfons of ciiftinction, who
united themfelves to him, was lord Napier of Mer-
chifton, fon of the famous inventor of the logarithms,

the perfon to whom the title of great man is more
juftly due, than to any other whom his country ever

produced.

There was in Scotland another party, who, pro-
feffing equal attachment to the king's fervice, pre-

tended only to differ with Montrofe about the means
of attaining the fame end ; and of that party, duke
Hamilton was the leader. This nobleman had caufe
to be extremely devoted to the king, not only by
reafonofthe connexion of blood, which united him

It is not improper to take notice of a iriiftake committed by Cla-
rendon, much to the disadvantage of this gallant nobleman ; that he
offered the king, when his majefty was in Scotland, to affaflinate Ar-
gyle. All the time the king was in Scotland, Montrofe was confined
to prifon. Rufti, vol. vi. p. 980.

to
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to the royal family ; but on account of the great c
'?\.\\?'

confidence and favour with which he had ever been ,_
'j

honoured by his matter. Being accufed by lord 1645.

Rae, not without fome appearance of probability,

of a confpiracy againft the king; Charles was fo far

from harbouring fufpicion againft him, that, the

very fir ft time Hamilton came to court, he re-

ceived him into his bed-chamber, and pafled alone

the night with him v
'. But fuch was the duke's

unhappy fine or conduct, that he efeaped not the

imputation of treachery to his friend and fovereign -,

and though he at laft facrificed his life in the king's

fervice, his integrity and fincerity have not been

thought by hiftorians entirely free from blemifh.

Perhaps (and this is the more probable opinion)

the fubtilties and refinements of his conduct and his

temporifing maxims, though accompanied with good
intentions, have been the chief caufe of a fufpicion,

which has never yet been either fully proved or re-

futed. As much as the bold and vivid fpirit of

Montrofe prompted him to enterprifing meafures,

as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton in-

clined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory.

While the former foretold that the Scottifh cove-

nanters were fecretly forming an union with the

Englifh parliament, and inculcated the neceffity of

preventing them by fome vigorous undertaking

;

the latter ftiii infilled, that every fuch attempt would
precipitate them into meafures, to which, other-

wile, they were not, perhaps, inclined. After the

Scottifn convention was fummoned without the

king's authority, the former exclaimed, that their

intentions were now vifible, and that, if fome unex-
pected blow were not (truck, to difiipate them, they

would arm the whole nation againft the king ; the

latter maintained the poffibility of outvoting the dif-

afFected party, and fecuring, by peaceful means, the

allegiance of the kingdom \ Unhappily for the

w Naifon, vol. ii. p. "38;. x Clarendon, voi. it:, p. 3S0, 381.
Rufli. vol. vi. p. 980. Wilhaft, cap. a .

royal
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chap, royal caufe, Hamilton's reprefentations met with

L
LV1

.

1I
'_

J
more credit from the king and queen, than thofe of

j 645. Montrofe ; and the covenanters were allowed, with-

out interruption, to proceed in all their hoftile mea-

fures. Montrofe then haftened to Oxford ; where

his invectives againft Hamilton's treachery, con-

curring with the general prepoiTefTion, and fupported

by the unfortunate event of his counfels, were enter-

tained with univerfal approbation. Influenced by

the clamour of his party, more than his own fufpi-

cions, Charles, as foon as Hamilton appeared, lent

him piifoner to Pendennis caftle in Cornwal. His
brother, Laneric, who was alfo put under confine-

ment, found means to make his efcape, and to fly

into Scotland.

The king's ears were now opened to Montrofe's

counfels, who propofed none but the boldeft and

moil daring, agreeably to the defperate ftate of the

royal caufe in Scotland. Though the whole nation

was fubjected by the covenanters, though great ar-

mies were kept on foot by them, and every place

guarded by a vigilant adminiftration ; he undertook,

by his own credit, and that of the few friends who
remained to the king, to raife fuch commotions, as

would foon oblige the malcontents to rccal thofe

forces, which had fo fenfibly th.ro-- the balance in

favour of the parliament 7
. Not fcoui ged with

the defeat at Marfton-moor, which rendered it im-
pofilble for him to draw any fuccour from England ;

he was content to flipulate with the earl of Amrim,
a nobieman of Ireland, for fome {up^lv of men from
that country. And he himfelf, changing his dif-

guifes, and pafllng through many dangers, arrived in

Scotland; where he lay concealed in the borders of the

Highlands, and fecretly prepared the minds of his

partifans for attempting fome great enteiprife
z

.

y Wifhart, cap. 3. 2 Clarendon, vol. v. p. 618.
. Xvuih. vol. vi. p. 982. Wifliart, cap. 4.,

No
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No fooner were the I rim landed, though not ex- c
Ly^,

p*

ceeding eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than <^„-~~*

Montrofe declared himfclf, and entered upon that 1*41*

fcene of action which has rendered his name fo

celebrated. Aboot eight hundred of the men of

Athole flocked to his ftandard. Five hundred men
more, who had been levied by the covenanters, were

perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe : And with this

combined force, he haliened to attack lord Elcho,

who lay at Perth with an army of fix thoufand men,

aiiembled upon the firfc news of the Irifh invafion.

Montrofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided

with horfe, ill fuppiied with arms and ammunition,

had nothing to depend on, but the courage, which

he himfclf, by his own example, and the rapidity of

his enterprifes, fhould infpire into his raw foidiers.

Having received the fire of the enemy, which was

anfwered chiefly by a volley of (tones, he ruflied

arnidft them with his fword drawn, threw them into

confuiion, pufhed his advantage, and obtained a

complete victory, with the (laughter of two thoufand

of the covenanters a
.

This victory, though it augmented the renown

of Montrofe, increafed not his power or numbers.

The far greater part of the kingdom was extremely

attached to the covenant j and fuch as bore an affec-

tion to the royal caufe, were terrified by the efta-

bliflied authority of the oppofite party. Dreading
the fuperior power of Argyle, who, having joined

his valfals to a force levied by the public, was
approaching with a confidcrable army ; Montrofe
haitened northwards, in order to roufe again the

marquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having

before haftily taken arms, had been inftantly fup-

prefTed by the covenanters. He was joined on his

march by the earl of Airly, with his two younger
ions, fir Thomas and fir David Ogilvy : The elded:

a iftcf Stpt. 1644. Rufli. vol. vi. p. 9S3. Wifiiart, cap. 5.

was,
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CHAP. waSj at tnat time, a prifoner with the enemy. Fid

^ _ '_j attacked at Aberdeen the lord Burley, who com-
1645. manded a force of 2500 men. After a fharp com-

bat, by his undaunted courage, which, in his fituation,

was true policy, and was aifo not unaccompanied

with military fkill, he put the enemy to flight, and in

the purfuit did great execution upon them b
.

But by this fecond advantage he obtained not

the end which he expected. The envious nature of

Huntley, jealous of Montrofe's glory, rendered him
averfe to join an army, where he himfelf mull be fo

much eclipfed by the iuperior merit of the general.-

Argyll, reinforced by the earl of Lothian, was be-

hind him with a great army : The militia of the

northern counties, Murray, Rofs, Caithnefs, to the

number of 5000 men, oppofed him in front, and
guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep and rapid

river. In order to elude thele numerous armies, he

turned afide into the hills, and laved his weak, but

active troops, in Badenoch. After fome marches
and counter-marches, Argyle came up with him at

Faivy- caftle. This nobleman's character, though
celebrated for political courage and conduct, was
very low for military prowefs ; and after fome fkir-

mifnes, in which he was worded, he here allowed

Montrofe to efcape him. By quick marches, through

thefe inacceflible mountains, that general freed him-
felf from the fuperior forces of the covenanters.

Such was the fituation of Montrofe, that very

good or very ill fortune was equally deftructive

to him, and diminifhed his army. After every

victory, his foldiers, greedy of fpoil, but deeming
the fmalleft acquifition to be unexhaufted riches,

deferted in great numbers, and went home to fecure

the treafures which they had acquired. Tired too,

and fpent with harty and long marches, in the depth

of winter, through lhowy mountains unprovided with

* xxthof Sept. 1644, Ruft. vol. vi. p. 9S3. Wifhart, cap. 7.

1

2

every



CHARLES I. 49

fcvery neceffary, they fell off, and lefc their ge- c ?I
rr
A 1>

-

neral almoft alone with the Irifh, who having no ^
place to which they could retire, ftill adhered to 1645.

him in every fortune.

With thefe, and fome reinforcements of the

Atholmen, and Macdonalds whom he had recalled,

Montrofe fell fuddenly upon Argyle's country, and
let loole upon it all the rage of war j carrying off

the cattle, burning the houfes, and putting the in-

habitants to the fword. This feverity, by which
Montrofe fullied his victories, was the refult of pri-

vate animofity againft the chieftain, as much as of

zeal for the public caufe. Argyle, collecting three

thoufand men, marched in queft of the enemy, who
had retired with their plunder j and he lay at Inner-

lochy, fuppofing himfelf ftill at a confiderable dif-

tance from them. The earl of Seaforth, at the

head of the garrifon of Invernefs, who were veteran

foldiers, joined to 5000 new- levied troops of the

northern counties, prefTed the royalifls on the other

fide, and threatened them with inevitable deftruc-

tion. By a quick and unexpected march, Mont*
rofe haftened to Innerlochy, and prefented himfelf

in order of battle before the furpri fed, but not af-

frightened, covenanters. Argyle alone, feized with

a panic, deferted his army, who ftill maintained

their ground, and gave battle to the royalifls. After

a vigorous refiftance, they were defeated, and pur- 2d Feb.

fued with great (laughter
c
. And the power of the

Cambells (that is Argyle's name) being thus

broken; the Highlanders, who were in general well

affected to the royal caufe, began to join Montrofe's

camp in great numbers. Seaforth's army ciifperfed
•

of itfelf, at the very terror of his name. And lord

Gordon, eldeft fon of Huntley, having efcaped from

his uncle Argyle, who had hitherto detained him,

now joined Montrofe with no contemptible num-

c Rufli. vol. vi. p. 9S5 Wifhait, cap. 8.

Vol. VII. E ber
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chap, ber of his followers, attended by his brother the earl

y__ j or Aboine.

16+5. The council at Edinburgh, alarmed by Mont-
rofe's progrefs, began to think of a more regular

plan of defence, againft an enemy, whofe repeated

victories had rendered him extremely formidable.

They lent for Baillie, an officer of reputation, from

England; and joining him in command with Urrey,

who had again enlifted himfelf among the king's

enemies, they fent them to the field, with a confi-

derable army, againft the royalifts. Montrofe, with

a detachment of 800 men, had attacked Dundee, a

town extremely zealous for the covenant : And
having carried it by aiTault, had delivered it up to

be plundered by his foldiers ; when Baillie and

Urrey, with their whole force, were unexpectedly

upon him d
. His conduct and prefence of mind, in

this emergence, appeared confpicuous. Inftantly

he called off his foldiers from plunder, put them in

order, fecured his retreat by the moft fkilful mea-
fures; and having marched fixty miles in the face of

ah enemy much fuperior, without (topping, or al-

lowing his foldiers the leaft deep or refrefhment, he

at laft fecured himfelf in the mountains.

Baillie and Urrey now divided their troops, in

order the better to conduct the war againft an enemy,
who furprifed them, as much by the rapidity of his

marches, as by the boldnefs of his enterprifes.

Urrey, at the head of 4000 men, met him at Al-
derne, near Invernefs j and, encouraged by the

fuperiority of number (for the covenanters were
double the royalifts), attacked him in the poft

which he had chofen. Montrofe, having placed his

right wing in ftrong ground, drew the beft of his

forces to the other, and left no main body between
them ; a defect: which he artfully concealed, by mow-
ing a few men through the trees and bufhes, with

d Rufli. vol. vil. p. 2iS. Wifliait, cap, 9.

which
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which that ground was covered. ThatUrrey might c H A p.

have no leifure to perceive the ftratagem, he inftantly
i_ i

'

}

led his left wing to the charge ; and, making a 1645.

furious impreffion upon the covenanters, drove them
off the field, and gained a complete victory

e
. In

this battle, the valour of young Napier, fon to the

lord of that name, fhone out with fignal luftre.

Baillie now advanced, in order to revenge

Urrey's difcomfiture ; but, at Alford, he met, him-
felf, with a like fate

f
. Montrofe, weak in cavalry,

here lined his troops of horfe with infantry; and

after putting the enemy's horfe to rcut, fell with

united force upon their foot, who were entirely cut

in pieces, though with the lofs of the gallant lord

Gordon on the part of the royaiifts s
. And having

thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his vigour

ever rendered as decifive as they were fuccefsful ; he

fummoned together all his friends and partifans, and

prepared himfelf for marching into the lbuthern pro-

vinces, in order to put a final period to the power
of the covenanters, and difiipate the parliament,

which, with great pomp and folemnity, they had
fummoned to meet at St. Johnftone's.

While the fire was thus kindled in the north of

the ifland, it blazed out with no lefs fury in the

fouth : The parliamentary and royal armies, as foon

as the feafon would permit, prepared to take the

field, in hopes of bringing their important quarrel

to a quick decifion. The palling of the (elf-denyfng

ordinance had been protracted by fo many debates

and intrigues, that the fpring was far advanced be-

fore it received the fanction of both houfes •> and it

was thought dangerous by many to introduce, fo near

the time of action, fuch great innovations into the

army. Had not the punctilious principles of EiTex

• Rufh. vol. vii. p. 229. Wifhart, cap. 10. { 2d of July.
S Ruih. vol. vii. p. 129. Wifhart, cap. 11,

E 2 engaged



52 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
chap, engaged him, amidft all the difgufts which he re-

L '

f
ceived, to pay implicit obedience to the parliament;

1645. this alteration had not been effected without fome

fatal accident: Since, notwithstanding his prompt

reiignation of the command, a mutiny was ge-

nerally apprehended h
. Fairfax, or more pro-

perly fpeaking, Cromwel, under his name, intro-

duced, at laft, the new model into the army, and

threw the troops into a different fhape. From the

fame men, new regiments and new companies were

formed, different officers appointed, and the whole

military force put into fueh hands, as the independ-

ents could rely on. Befides members of parliament

whcrwere excluded, many officers, unwilling to ferve

under the new generals, threw up their commiffions

;

and unwarily facilitated the project of putting the

army entirely into the hands of that faction.

Though the difcipline of the former parliamentary

army was not contemptible, a more exact plan was
introduced, and rigoroufly executed, by thefe new
commanders. Valour indeed was very generally

diffufed over the one party as well as the other,

during this period : Difcipline alfo was attained by
the forces of the parliament: But the perfection of
the military art, in concerting the general plans of
action, and the operations of the field, feems ftill,

on both fides, to have been, in a great meafure,

wanting. Hiftorians at leaft, perhaps from their

own ignorance and inexperience, have not remarked
any thing but a headlong impetuous conduct ; each
party hurrying to a battle, where valour and fortune
chiefly determined the fuccefs. The great ornament
of hiftory, during thefe reigns, are the civil, not the
military tranlactions.

ddhrftte
Never furely was a more lingular army affembled

army. than that which was now let on foot by the parlia-

ment. To the greater number of the regiments,

h Kufli. vol. vii. p. 136, 127.

chaplains
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chaplains were not appointed: The officers afTiimed c
I y T\

l

,

p '

the fpiritual duty, and united it with their military
, j

functions. During the intervals of action, they 1645.

occupied rhemfeives in fermons, prayers, exhorta-

tions ; and the fame emulation, there, attended

them, which, in the field, is lb neceffary to fupport

the honour of that profeffion. Rapturous ecitacies

fupplied the place of ftudy and reflection ; and

while the zealous devotees poured out their thoughts

in unpremeditated harangues, they miftook that

eloquence, which, to their own furprife, as well as

that of others, flowed in upon them, for divine

illuminations, and for illapfes of the Holy Spirit.

Wherever they were quartered, they excluded the

miniiter from his pulpit; and, ufurping his place,

conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with all

the authority, which followed their power, their va-

lour, and their military exploits, united to their

appearing zeal and fervour. The private foldiers,

feized with the fame fpirit, employed their vacant

hours in prayer, in perufing the Holy Scriptures, in

ghoftly conferences, where they compared the pro-

grefs of their fouls in grace, and mutually ftimu-

lated each other to farther advances in the great

work of their falvation. When they were march-
ing to battle, the whole field refounded, as well with

pfalms and fpiritual fongs adapted to the occafion,

as with the inftruments of military mufic ' ; and
every man endeavoured to drown the fenfe of pre-

fent (dangerj in the profpect of that crown of glory

which was let before him. In fo holy a caufe,

wounds were efteemed meritorious ; death, mar-
tyrdom, and the hurry and dangers of action, in-

ftead of baniihing their pious vifions, rather ferved

to imprefs their minds more ftrongly with them.
The royalifts were defirous of throwing a ridicule

on this fanaticifm of the parliamentary armies, with-

* Dugdale, [>. 7. Rufh. vol. vi. p. ;Si.

E 3 out
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C H A P. ou t being fenfible how much reafon they had to

^__^_^ apprehend its dangerous consequences. The forces

164.5. aiTembled by the king at Oxford, in the weft, and

in other places, were equal, if not fuperior, in

number, to their adverfaries ; but actuated by a

very different fpirit. That licenfe, which had been

introduced by want of pay, had rifen to a great

height among them, and rendered them more for-

midable to their friends than to their enemies.

Prince Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the

foldiery, had indulged the troops in unwarrantable

liberties: Wilmot, a man of diflblute manners, had

promoted the fame fpirit of diforder : And the li-

centious Goring, Gerrard, fir Richard Granville,

now carried it to a great pitch of enormity. In the

weft efpecially, where Goring commanded, uni-

verfal fpoil and havoc were committed, and the

whole country was laid wafte by the rapine of the

army. All diftinelion of parties being in a manner
dropped, the mofi devoted friends of the church

and monarchy wiffeed there for fuch fuccefs to the

parliamentary forces, as might put an end to thefe

oppreflions. The country people, defpoiled of their

fubftance, flocked together in feveral places, armed
with clubs and ftaves ; and though they profefled

an enmity to the foldiers of both parties, their hatred

was in moil places levelled chiefly againft the

royalifts, from whom they had met with the worft

treatment. Many thoufands of thefe tumultuary

peafants were aiTembled in different parts of Eng-
land j who deitroyed all fuch draggling foldiers as

they met with, and much infefled the armies k
.

The difpofinion of the forces on both fides was
as follows : Part of the Scottiili army was employed
in taking Pomfret, and other towns in Yorkfhire :

Part of it belieged Carlifle, valiantly defended by fir

* Rufli. vol.vii. p. 52.61, 62. Whitiocke, p. 130,131. 133. 135.
Clarendon, vol. v. p. C 6 5.

Thomas
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Thomas Glenham. Chefter, where Biron com- chap.
manded, had long been blockaded by fir William

( j
Brereton ; and was reduced to great difficulties. jg^c

The king, being joined by the princes Rupert and

Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable army,

about 15,000 men. Fairfax and Cromwel were

polled at Windfor, with the new-modelled army,

about 22,000 men. Taunton, in the county of

Somerfet, defended by Blake, fuffered a long fiege

from fir Richard Granville, who commanded an

army of about 8000 men j and though the defence

had been obftinate, the garrifon was now reduced to

the laft extremity. Goring commanded, in the weft,

an army of nearly the fame number K

On opening the campaign, the king formed the

project of relieving Chefter ; Fairfax, that of reliev-

ing Taunton. The king was firft in motion. When
he advanced to Draiton in Shropfhire, Biron met
him, and brought intelligence, that his approach

had raifed the liege, and that the parliamentary

army had withdrawn. Fairfax, having reached

Salisbury in his road weftward, received orders from
the committee of both kingdoms, appointed for the

management of the war, to return and lay fiege to

Oxford, now expofed by the king's abfence. He
obeyed, after fending colonel Weldon to the weft,

with a detachment of 4000 men. On Weldon's
approach, Granville, who imagined that Fairfax

with his whole army was upon him, raifed the fiege,

and allowed this pertinacious town, now half taken

and half burned, to receive relief : But the royalifts,

being reinforced with 3000 horfe under Goring,
again advanced to Taunton, and fhut up Weldon,
with his fmall army, in that ruinous place m

.

The king, having effected his purpofe with regard

to Chefter, returned fouthwards; and, in his way,
fat down before Leicefter, a garrifon of the parlia-

1 Rufh, vol.vii. p. iS, 19, &c. w Ibid. p. 28.

E 4 ment's.
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chap, merit's. Having made a breach in the wall, he

c \ ftormed the town on all fides ; and, after a furious

1645. affault, the foldiers entered fword in hand, and com-
mitted all thofe diforders to which their natural

violence, efpecially when enflamed by refiftance, is

fo much addicted \ A great booty was taken and
distributed among them : Fifteen hundred prifoners

fell into the king's hands. This fuccefs, which

itruck a great terror into the parliamentary party,

determined Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he was

beginning to approach ; and he marched towards

the king, with an intention of offering him battle.

The king was advancing towards Oxford, in order

to raife the fiege, which, he apprehended, was now
begun ; and both armies, ere they were aware, had

advanced within fix miles of each other. A council

of war was called by the king, in order to deliberate

concerning the meafures which he fhould now
purfue. On the one hand, it feemed more prudent

to delay the combat ; becaufe Gerrard, who lay in

Wales with 3000 men, might be enabled, in a

little time, to join the army ; and Goring, it was

hoped, would foon be mailer of Taunton ; and

having put the weft in full fecurity, would then

unite his forces to thofe of the king, and give him
an inconteftible fuperiority over the enemy. On
the other hand, prince Rupert, whofe boiling ar-

dour ftill pufhed him on to battle, excited the

impatient humour of the nobility and gentry, of

which the army was foil ; and urged the many
difficulties under which the royalifts laboured, and

from which nothing but a victory could relieve

them : The refolution was taken to give battle to

Fairfax ; and the royal army immediately advanced

upon him.
Battle of At Nafeby was fought, with forces nearly equal,
Naitby.

jjyg decifive and well-dilputed action, between the

» Clavendyn, yol, v. p. 652.

king
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king and parliament. The main body of the chap.
royalifts was commanded by the king himfelf: The ^ ^
right wing by prince Rupert; the left by fir Mar- ^s.
maduke Langdale. Fairfax, feconded by Skippon,

placed himfelf in the main body of the oppofite

army: Cromwel in the right wing: Ireton, Crom-
wel's fon-in-law, in the left. The charge was be-

gun, with his ufual celerity and ufual fuccefs, by

prince Rupert. Though Ireton made flout refift-

ance, and even after he was run through the thigh

with a pike, flill maintained the combat, till he

was taken prifoner ; yet was that whole wing bro-

ken, and purfued with precipitate fury by Rupert

:

He was even fo inconfiderate as to lofe time in

fummoning and attacking the artillery of the enemy,
which fcad been left with a s;ood guard of infantry.

The king led on his main body, and difplayed, in

this action, all the conduct of a prudent general,

and all the valour of a fcout foldier °. Fairfax and

Skippon encountered him, and well fupported that

reputation which they had acquired. Skippon, be-

ing dangeroufly wounded, was defired by Fairfax to

leave the field ; but declared that he would remain
there as long as one man maintained his ground p

.

The infantry of the parliament was broken, and
preifed upon by the king ; till Fairfax, with great

prefence of mind, brought up the referve, and re-

newed the combat. Meanwhile Cromwel, having

led on his troops to the attack of Langdale, over-

bore the force of the royalifts, and by his prudence
improved that advantage which he had gained by
his valour. Having purfued the enemy about a

quarter of a mile, and detached fome troops to

prevent their rallying; he turned back upon the

king's infantry, and threw them into the utmoit

confufion. One regiment alone preferved its order

unbroken, though twice defperateiy aiTailed by Fair-

* Whitlocke, p, 146. p Rufli. vol. vii. p- 43. Whitlocke, p. 145.

fax
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,
ance, ordered Doyley, the captain of his life-guard,

1645. to give them a third charge in front, while he him-
felf attacked them in rear. The regiment was

broken. Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an

enfign, and, having feized the colours, gave them
to a foldier to keep for him. The foldier afterwards

boafting that he had won this trophy, was reproved

by Doyleyj who had leen the action -, Let him retain

that honour, faid Fairfax, Ihave to-day acquired enough

befide q
.

Prince Rupert, fenfible too late of his error,

left the fruitlefs attack on the enemy's artillery, and

joined the king, whofe infantry was now totally dif-

comfited. Charles exhorted this body of cavalry

not to defpair, and cried aloud to them, one charge

more, and zve recover the day r
. But the difadvan-

tages under which they laboured, were too evident

;

and they could by no means be induced to renew the

combat. Charles was obliged to quit the field, and

leave the victory to the enemy s
. The flain, on the

fide of the parliament, exceeded thofe on the fide of

the king : They loft a thoufand men ; he not above

eight hundred. But Fairfax made 500 officers pri~

foners, and 4000 private men ; took all the king's

artillery and ammunition ; and totally diffipated his

infantry : So that fcarce any victory could be more
complete than that which he obtained.

Among the other fpoils was feized the king's

cabinet, with the copies of his letters to the queen,

which the parliament afterwards ordered to be pub-
lifhed '. They chofe, no doubt, fuch of them as

they thought would reflect difhonour on him : Yet,

upon the whole, the letters are written with* delicacy

and tendernefs, and give an advantageous idea both

of the king's genius and morals. A mighty fond-

•J Whitlocke, p. 145. r Rufli. vol. vii. p. 44.
s Clarendon, vol. iv.^p. 65^, 657. Walker, p. 130, 131.
1 Clarendon, .vol, iv. p. 65S.

nefs,
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nefs, it is true, and attachment, he expreiTes to his C
j^£,

p*

confort, and often profeffes that he never would em- v -Nr-

brace any meafures which fhe difapproved : But fuch x645«

declarations ofcivility and confidence are not always

to be taken in a full literal fenfe. And fo legitimate

an affection, avowed by the laws of God and man,
may, perhaps, be excufeable towards a woman of

beauty and fpirit, even though ihe was a papift u
.

The Athenians, having intercepted a letter written

by their enemy, Philip of Macedon, to his wife,

Olympiaj fo far from being moved by acuriofity of

prying into the fecrets of that relation, immediately

fent the letter to the queen unopened. Philip was

not their fovereign j nor were they inflamed with

that violent animofity againfl him, which attends all

civil commotions.

After the battle, the king retreated with that

body of horfe which remained entire, firil to Here-
ford, then to Abergavenny ; and remained fome time

in Wales, from the vain hope of raifing a body of

infantry in thofe harafTed and exhaufted quarters.

Fairfax, having firft retaken Leicefter, which was 17th June*

furrendered upon articles, began to deliberate con-

cerning his future enterprifes. A letter was brought
him written by Goring to the king, and unfortu-

nately entrufted to a fpy of Fairfax's. Goring there

informed the king, that in three weeks he hoped to

be matter of Taunton ; after which he would join his

majefty with all the forces in the weft; and entreated

u Hearne has published the following extract from a manufcript
work of fir Simon D'Ewes, who was no mean man in the parliament-
ary party. " On Thurfday, the 30th and laft day of this infiant June
f* 1625, I went to Whitehall, purpofely to fee the queen, which I did
" folly all the time fhe fat at dinner. I perceiv'd her to be a molt ab-
" folute delicate lady, after I had exaclly furvey'd all the features of
" her face, much enliven'd by her radiant and fparkling black eyes.
" Eefides, her deportment among her women was fo fweet and humble,
" and her fpeech and looks to her other fervants fo mild and gracious,
" as I could not abftain from divers deep-fetched fighs, to confider,
" that me wanted the knowledge of the true religion." See Preface
to the Chronicle of Dunftable, p. 64..

him.
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chap, him, in the mean while, to avoid coming to any ge-'
Lvm

-

t neral action. This letter, which, had it been fafelv

j6+5 . delivered, had probably prevented the battle of

Nafeby, ferved now to direct the operations of Fair-

fax
w

. After leaving a body of 3000 men to Pointz

and Roffiter, with orders to attend the king's mo-
tions, he marched immediately to the weft, with a

view of faving Taunton, and fuppreffing the only

confiderable force which now remained to the

royalifts.

In the beginning of the campaign, Charles, ap-

prehenfive of the event, had fent the prince of Wales,

then fifteen years of age, to the weft, with the title

of general, and had given orders, if he were prefTed

by the enemy, that he mould make his efcape into

a foreign country, and fave one part of the royal

family from the violence of the parliament. Prince

Rupert had thrown himfelf into Briftol, with an in-

tention of defending that important city. Goring
commanded the army before Taunton.

aothjulv On Fairfax's approach, the fiege of Taunton was

raifed ; and the royalifts retired to Lamport, an open
town in the county of Somerfet. Fairfax attacked

them in that poft, beat them from it, killed about

300 men, and took 1400 prifoners
x

. After this

advantage, he fat down before Bridgewater, a

town efteemed ftrong and of great conlequence in

that country. When he had entered the outer town
by ftorm, Windham the governor, who had retired

into the inner, immediately capitulated, and deli-

vered up the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the
13d July, number of 2600 men, were made prifoners of war.

Fairfax, having next taken Bath and Sherborne,

refolved to lay fiege to Briftol, and made great pre-

parations for an enterprise, which, from the ftrength

of the garrifon, and the reputation of Prince Rupert,

the governor, was deemed of the laft importance.

w Ruili. vol. vii. p. 4-9.
x Ibid. vol. vii. p. 55.

13 But,
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But, fo precarious in moft men is this quality of c H A p *

military courage ! a poorer defence was not made ^^^Jj
by any town during the whole war: And the general 1645.

expectations were here extremely difappointed. No
fooner had the parliamentary forces entered the lines

by ftorm, than the prince capitulated, and furren-

dered die city to Fairfax Y
. A few days before, he nth Sept.

had written a letter to the king, in which he under-

took to defend the place for four months, if no

mutiny obliged him to furrender it. Charles, who Surrender

was forming fchemes, and collecting forces, for the
ofBn ° *

relief of Briftol, was aftonifhed at fo unexpected an

event, which was little lefs fatal to his caufe than the

defeat at Nafeby z
. Full of indignation, he inftantly

recalled all prince Rupert's commiffions, and fent

him a pafs to go beyond fea\

The king's affairs now went faft to ruin in all

quarters. The Scots, having made themfelves

mailers of Carlifle
b
, after an obilinate fiege, march-

ed fouthwards, and laid fiege to Hereford; but were
obliged to raife it on the king's approach : And this

was the laft glimpfe of fuccefs which, attended his

arms. Having marched to the relief of Chefter,

which was anew befieged by the parliamentary

forces under Colonel Jones; Pointz attacked his

rear, and forced him to give battle. While the 2+th Sept.

fight was continued with great obftinacy, and vic-

tory feemed to incline to the royalifts ; Jones fell

upon them from the other fide, and put them to

rout, with the lofs of 600 (lain, and 1000 prifon-

ers
c
. The king, with the remains of his broken

army, fled to Newark, and thence efcaped to Ox-
ford, where he fliut himfelf up during the winter

feafon.

Y Rufli. vol. vii. p. 83. z Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 690;
Walker, p. 137. * Chr.-ndon, vol. iv. p. 695. »• aSth of
June. c Rufli. vol. vii. p. 117.

The
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chap. The news which he received from every quar-

L
VIU

'_
i

ter were no lefs fatal than thofe events which

164.5. paded where he himfelf was prefent. Fairfax and

Cromwel, after the furrender of Brifto], having

divided their forces, the former marched weftwards,

in order to complete the conqueft of Devonfhire

and Cornwal ; the latter attacked the king's garri-

fons which lay to the eaft of Briftol. The De-
vizes were furrendered to Cromwel ; Berkeley

caftle was taken by ftorm ; Winchefter capitu-

lated ; Bafing-houfe was entered fword in hand

:

And all thefe middle counties of England were, in

a little time, reduced to obedience under the par-

liament.

1646. The fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attend-
The weft ecj Fairfax. The parliamentary forces, elated by

by"S-
r

.

e

Paft victories, governed by the moft rigid difci-

fax. pline, met with no equal oppofition' from troops,

difmayed by repeated defeats, and corrupted by
licentious manners. After beating up the quarters

i8thjan. of the royalifts at Bovey-Tracy, Fairfax fat down
before Dartmouth, and in a few days entered it

by ftorm. Poudram caftle being taken by him,

and Exeter blockaded on all fides ; Hopton, a man
of merit, who now commanded the royalifts, hav-

ing advanced to the relief of that town with an
army of 8000 men, met with the parliamentary

19th Feb. army at Torrington; where he was defeated, all

his foot difperfed, and he himfelf, with his horfe,

obliged to retire into Cornwal. Fairfax followed

him, and vigoroufly purfued the victory. Having
inclofed the royalifts at Truro, he forced the whole

army, confuting of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, to

furrender upon terms. The foldiers, delivering up
their horfes and arms, were allowed to diiband, and
received twenty {hillings a-piece, to carry them to

their refpeclive abodes. Such of the officers as

defired it, had paries to retire beyond fea: The
others,
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others, having promiied never more to bear arms, c ha p.

payed compofitions to the parliament d
, and pro- ^ -.- j

cured their pardon*. And thus Fairfax, after tak- 16*6.

ing Exeter, which completed the conqueft of the

weft, marched, with his victorious army, to the

centre of the kingdom, and fixed his camp at New-
bury. The prince of Wales, in purfuance of the

king's orders, retired to Scilly, thence to Jerfey;

whence he went to Paris j where hejoined the queen,

who had fled thither from Exeter, at the time the

earl of Eftex conducted the parliamentary army to

the weft.

I\T the other parts of England, Hereford was taken

by furprife : Chefter furrendered : Lord Digby, who
had attempted, with 1 200 horfe, to break into Scot-

land and join Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn,

in Yorkfhire, by colonel Copley ; his whole force

was difperfed ; and he himfelfwas obliged to fly, firft

to the I fie of Man, thence to Ireland. News too

arrived that Montrofe himfelf, after fome more fuc-

ceffes, was at laft routed ; and this only remaining
hope of the royal party finally extinguifned.

When Montrofe defcended into the fouthern

counties, the covenanters, affembling their whole
force, met him with a numerous army, and gave
him battle, but without fuccefs, at Kilfyth f

. This
was the mod complete victory that Montrofe ever

obtained. The royalifts put to fword fix thoufand

of their enemies, and left the covenanters no remains
of any army in Scotland. The whole kingdom was
fhaken with thefe repeated fuccefTes of Montrofe

;

and many noblemen, who fecretly favoured the royal

caufe, now declared openly for it, when they faw

a force able to fupport them. The marquefs of

d Thefe compofitions were different, according to the demerits of the
perfon ; But by a vote of the houfe they could not be under two years

rent of the delinquent's eftate. Journ. nthof Auguft 164.8. Whit-*
locke, p. 160.

c Ruih. vol. vii. p. xo8, f 15th Auguft 164.5.

3 Douglas
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" Douglas, tne ear ^ s °f Annandale and Hartfield, the

^
\ lords Fleming, Seton, Maderty, Carnegy, with

i6+6. many others, Rocked to the royal ftandard. Edin-
burgh opened its gates, and gave liberty to all the

prifoners there detained by the covenanters. Among
the reft was lord Ogilvy, fon of Airly, whofe family

had contributed extremely to the victory gained at

Kilfyth s
.

David Lefly was detached from the army in

England, and marched to the relief of his diftrefled

party in Scotland. ?vlontrofe advanced {till farther

to the fouth, allured by vain hopes, both of roufing

to arms the earls of Hume, Traquaire, and Rox-
borough, who had promifed to join him; and of

obtaining from England fome fupply of cavalry, in

which he was deficient. By the negligence of his

fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in the Foreft, fur-

prifedhis army, much diminifhed in numbers, from
the defertion of the Highlanders, who had retired to

the hills, according to cuilom, in order to feenre

their plunder. After a fharp conflict, where Mont-
Defeat of rofe exerted great valour, his forces were routed by
Mmtrofe. Le fly's cavalry h

: And he himfelfwas obliged to fly

with his broken forces into the mountains ; where

he again prepared himfelf for new battles and new
enterprifes'.

The convenanters ufed the victory with rigour.

Their prifoners, fir Robert Spotifwood, fecretary

of itate, and fon to the late primate, fir Philip Nil-

bet, fir William Rollo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon,
Andrew Guthry, fon of the bifhop of Murray, Wil-
liam Murray, fon of the earl of Tullibardine, were

condemned and executed. The fole crime, imputed
to the fecretary, was his delivering to Montrofe the

king's commilTion to be captain general of Scot-

land. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken pri-

foner, would have undergone the fame fate, had not

8 Rufli. vol. vii. p. 230, til. Wifliait, op. 13.
h 13th of Sept, 1645. i Rufh. vol. vii. p. 231.

his
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his fitter found means to procure his efcape, by c H A p .

changing clothes with him. For this inftance of £^Lt
courage and dexterity, me met with harm ufage. ,6+6.

The clergy folicited the parliament, that more roy-
alifts might be executed j but could not obtain then
requeft k

.

After all thefe repeated dilafters, which every-
where befel the royal party, there remained only
one body of troops, on which fortune could exercife
her rigour. Lord Aftley, with a fmall army of three March iu
thoufand men, chiefly cavalry, marching to Oxford,
in order to join the king, was met at Stowe by
colonel Morgan, and entirely defeated ; himfelf
being taken prifoner. " You have done your
" work," faid Aftley to the parliamentary officers;
" and may now go to play, unlefs you chufe to fall
tf out among yourfelves '."

The condition of the king, during this whole
winter, was to the laft degree difaftrous and melan-
choly. As the dread of ills is commonly more
oppreffive than their real prefence, perhaps in no
period of his life was he more juftly the object of
companion. His vigour of mind, which, though
it fometimes failed him in acting, never deferted
him in his Sufferings, was what alone fupported him;
and he was determined, as he wrote to lord Digby]
if he could not live as a king, to die like a gentle-
man ; nor mould any of his friends, he faid, ever
have reafon to blufh for the prince whom they had
fo unfortunately ferved m

. The murmurs of dis-
contented officers, on the one hand, haraffed their

*• Guthry's Memoirs. Rum. vol. vii. p. 232.
1 Rufh. vol. vii. p. 141. It was the fame Altiey who, before he

charged at the battle of Edgehill, made this fhort prayer, Lord' tbou
ino-we/t bom bufj I mrf be this day. If I forget tbee, do not tbou forget meAu4 with that role up, and cry'd March on, boys ! Warwick, p no
There were certainly much longer prayers laid in the parliamentary
army ;

but I doubt if there were lb good a on^
ra Carte's Ormond, vol, iii. N° 433.

Vol. \ II, F unhappy
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chap, unhappy fovereign ; while they over-rated thofe

„

Vni
'. fervices and fufferings which, they now law, mud

1646. for ever go unrewarded n
. The affectionate duty,

on the other hand, of his more generous friends,

who refpected his misfortunes and his virtues, as

much as his dignity, wrung his heart with a new
forrow; when he reflected that fuch difinterefted

attachment would fo foon be expofed to the rigour

of his implacable enemies. Repeated attempts,

which he made for a peaceable and equitable ac-

commodation with the parliament, ferved to no
purpofe but to convince them, that the victory was

entirely in their hands. They deigned not to make
the lead reply to feveral of his meffages, in which

he defired a paffport for commifiioners °. At laft,

after reproaching him with the blood fpilt during

the war, they told him, that they were preparing

bills for him ; and his palling them would be the

belt pledge of his inclination towards peace : In

other words, he mult yield at difcretion p
. He

defired a perfonal treaty, and offered to come to

London, upon receiving a fafe-conduct for himfelf

and his attendants : They abfolutely refufed him
admittance, and illued orders for the guarding, that

is, the feizing of his perfon, in cafe he mould
attempt to vifit them q

. A new incident, which
happened in Ireland, ferved to inflame the minds
of men, and to increafe thofe calumnies with which
his enemies had fo much loaded him, and which
he ever regarded as the molt grievous part of his

misfortunes.

After the ceffation with the Irifh rebels, the

king was defirous of concluding a final peace with

them, and obtaining their affiftance in England:

n Walker, p. 147. ° Rufh. vol. vii. p. 215, &r.
P Ibid. vol. vii. p. 217. 279. Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 744.
'i i\uih. vol. vii, p. 249. Clarendon, vol. iv, p. 741.

And
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And he gave authority to Ormond, lord lieutenant, chap.
to promife them an abrogation of all the penal laws

v<

'^

enacted againfb catholics ; together with the fuf- 164.G.

penfion of Poining's ftatute, with regard to fome
particular bills, which fhould be agreed on. Lord
Herbert, created earl of Glamorgan (though his

patent had not yet paffed the feah), having occafion

for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the king

confidered, that this nobleman, being a catholic,

and allied to the bell Irifli families, might be of

fervice : He alfo forefaw, that farther conceflions

with regard to religion might probably be demanded
by the bigoted Irffhj and that, as thefe conceffions,

however neceLuiy, would give great fcandal to the

proteftant zealots in his three kingdoms, it would
be requifite both to conceal them during fome
time, and to prtferve Ormond 's character, by
giving private orders to Glamorgan to conclude

and fign thefe articles. But as he had a better

opinion of Glamorgan's zeal and affection for his

fervice, than of his capacity, he enjoined him to

communicate all his meaiures to Ormond -, and
though the final conclufion of the treaty muft be

" executed only in Glamorgan's own name, he was
required to be directed, in the fteps towards it,

by the opinion of the lord lieutenant. Glamorgan,
bigoted to his religion, and paflionate for the king's

fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no manner
ofjudgment or difcretion, fecretly, of himfelf, with-

out any communication .with Ormond, concluded

a peace with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed,

in the king's name, that the Irifh mould enjoy ail

the churches of which they had ever been in

poffeffion fince the commencement of their insur-

rection ; on condition that they mould affift the

king in England with a body of ten thoufand men.
This transaction was difcovered by accident. The
titular archbifhop of Tuam being killed by a fally of

the garrifon of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were

F 2 found
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chap, found among his baggage, and were immediately

L
L

publifhed every-where, and copies of them fent over

1646. to the Engliih parliament r
. The lord lieutenant

and lord Digby, forefeeing the clamour which would

be raifed againft the king, committed Glamorgan

to prifon, charged him with treafon for his temerity,

and maintained, that he had acted altogether with-

out any authority from his matter. The Englifh

parliament however neglected not fo favourable an

opportunity of reviving the old clamour with re-

gard to the king's favour of popery, and accufed

him of delivering over, in a manner, the whole

kingdom of Ireland to that hated k£t. The king

told them, " That the earl of Glamorgan having
" made an offer to raife forces in the kingdom
" of Ireland, and to conduct them into England
" for his majefty's fervice, had a commifilon to that
<{ purpofe, and to that purpofe only, and that he
Cf had no commifilon at all to treat of any thing
fC

elfe, without the privity and direction of the
" lord lieutenant, much lefs to capitulate any thing
n concerning religion, or any property belonging
" either to church or laity \" Though this decla-

ration feems agreeable to truth, it gave no fatisfaction

to the parliament ; and fome hiftorians, even at

prefent, when the ancient bigotry is fomewhat
abated, are defirous of reprefenting this very inno-

cent tranfaction, in which the king was engaged by
the molt violenr. neceflity, as a ftain on the memory
of that unfortunate prince \

H avin c loft all hope of prevailing over the rigour

of the parliament, either by arms or by treaty, the

only refource which remained to the king was
derived from the interline dirTeniions, which ran very

high among his enemies. Prefbyterians and inde-

pendents, even before their victory was fully coov-

» Ruth, vol, vii. p. 139. ' Bach, p. ug^.
r See note [B] at the end of the volume.

pleted,
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pleted, fell into contefts about the divifion of the CHAP.
fpoil; and their religious as well as civil difputes

^ ^
agitated the whole kingdom. 1646.

The parliament, though they had early abolifhed

epifcopal authority, had not, during fo long a time,

fubftituted any other fpiritual government in its

place j and their committees of religion had hitherto

aflumed the whole ecclefuftical juri (diction : But
they now eftablifhed, by an ordinance, the prefby-

terian model in all its forms of congregational, claf- Ecckfaf.

fical, provincial, and national afiembiies. All the ^jrs

inhabitants of each parifh were ordered to meet and

chufe elders, on whom, together with the minifter,

was beftowed the entire direction of all fpiritual

concerns within the congregation. A number of

neighbouring parifhes, commonly between twelve

and twenty, formed a claffis; and the court, which
governed this divifion, was compofed of all the

minifters, together with two, three, or four elders

chofen from each parifh. The provincial affembly

retained an inflection over feveral neighbouring

clafles, and was compofed entirely of clergymen :

The national aflembly was conftituted in the fame
manner ; and its authority extended over the whole
kingdom. It is probable, that the tyranny exer-

cifed by the Scotti-fh clergy had given warning not

to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national

aiTemblies ; left the nobility and more confiderable

gentry, foliciting a feat in thefe great ecclefiaftical

courts, fhould beftow a confideration upon them,
and render them, in the eyes of the multitude, a

rival to the parliament. In the inferior courts, the

mixture of the laity might ferve rather to temper
the ufual zeal of the clergy u

.

But though the Prefbyterians, by the eftablifh-

ment of parity among the ecclefiaftics, were fo far

gratified, they were denied fatisfaction in feverai

' u Rufh. vol. vii. p. 224.

other



7 o HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

chap, other points, on which they were extremely intent.

u ^ .The afiembly of divines had voted prefbytcry to be

1646. of divine right: The parliament refufed their afient

to that decilion"'. Selden, Whitlocke, and other

political reafoners, affifted by the independents had

prevailed in this important deliberation. They
thought, that, had the bigoted religionifts been able

to get their heavenly charter recognifed, theprefby-

ters would foon become more dangerous -to the ma-
giftrate than had ever been the prelatical clergy.

Thefe latter, while they claimed to themfelves a

divine right, admitted of a like origin to civil au-

thority : The former, challenging to their own.

order a celeftial pedigree, derived the legiflative

power from a fource no more dignified than the

voluntary aiTociation of the people.

Under colour of keeping the lacraments from
profanation, the clergy of all chriftian feels had ai-

iumed, what they call the power of the keys, or

the right of fulminating excommunication. The
' example of Scotland was a fufficient leiTon for the

parliament to ufe precaution in guarding againfl lb

fevere a tyranny. They determined, by a general

ordinance, all the cafes in which excommunication
could be ufed. They allowed of appeals to parlia-

ment from all ecclefiaftical courts. And they ap-

pointed commiffioners in every province to judge
of fuch cafes as tell not within their general ordi-

nance x
. So much civil authority, intermixed with

the ecclefiaftical, gave difguit. to all the zealots.

But nothing was attended with more univerfal

fcandal than the propenfity of many in the parlia-

ment towards a toleration of the proteftant fecta-

ries. The prefbyterians exclaimed, that this in-

dulgence made the church of Chriit refemble
Noah's ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all

unclean beafts. They infilled, that the leaft of

* Whitlocke, p. 306. Ruih. vol. vii. p. 260, 261.
* Rufli. vol. vii. p. 210.

Chrift's
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(Thrift's truths was fuperior to all political confi- C1JA'.
derations y

. They maintained the eternal obligation ^^^.^
impofed by the covenant to extirpate herefy and 16+6.

fchifm. And they menaced all their opponents

with the fame rigid perfecution, under which they

themfelves had groaned, when held in fubje&ion by

the hierarchy.

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material

points, does great honour to the parliament ; and

proves that, notwithstanding the prevalency of bi-

gotry and fanaticifm, there were many members
who had more enlarged views, and paid regard to

the civil interefts of fociety. Thefe men, uniting

themfelves to the enthufiafts, whofe genius is na-

turally averfe to clerical ufurpations, exercifed fo

jealous an authority over the afTembly of divines,

that they allowed them nothing but the liberty of

tendering advice, and would not entrufl them even

with the power of eledling their own chairman or

his fubftitute, or of fupplying the vacancies of their

own members.
While thefe difputes were canvafied by theolo-

gians, who engaged in their fpiritual contefts every

order of the (late; the king, though he entertained

hopes of reaping advantage from thofe divifions,

was much at a lofs which fide it would be mofb for

his intereft to comply with. The prefbyterians

were, by their principles, the leaft averfe to regal

authority j but were rigidly bent on the extirpation

of prelacy: The independents were refolute to lay

the foundation of a republican government ; but as

they pretended not to erect themfelves into a national

church, it might be hoped, that, if gratified with

a toleration, they would admit the re-eftablifhment

of the hierarchy. So great attachment had the

king to epifcopal jurifdidtion, that he was ever in-

clined to put it in balance even with his own power
and kingly office.

Y Rufli. vol. vii. p. 308.

F 4 But
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But whatever advantage he might hope to reap

from the divifions in the parliamentary party, he

1646. was apprehenfive, left it fhould come too late to

fave him from the deftrucYion with which he was

inftantly threatened. Fairfax was approaching with

a powerful and vi£iorious army, and was taking the

proper meafures for laying fiege to Oxford, which

muft infallibly fall into his hands. To be taken

captive, and led in triumph by his infolent enemies,

was what Charles juftly abhorred; and every infult,

if not violence, was to be dreaded, from that en-

thufiaftic foldiery, who hated his perfon and de-

fpifed his dignity. In this defperate extremity, he

embraced a meafure which, in any other fituation,

might lie under the imputation of imprudence and
indifcretion.

Montjieville, the French minifter, interefled

for the king more by the natural fentimerits of hu-

manity, than any inftructions from his court, whi<Ji

feemed rather to favour the parliament, had foli-

cited the Scottifh generals and commiffioners, to

give protection to their diftrefTed fovereign j and

having received many general profeffions and pro-

mifes, he had always tranfmitted thefe, perhaps

with fome exaggeration, to the king. From his

fuggeftions, Charles began to entertain thoughts of

leaving Oxford, and flying to the Scottifh army,
which at that time lay before Newark z

. He con-

fidered, that the Scottifh nation had been fully gra-

tified in all their demands j and having already, in

their own country, annihilated both epifcopacy and
regal authority, had no farther conceflions to exact

from him. In all difputes which had pafTed about

fettling the terms of peace, the Scots, he heard, had
ftill adhered to the milder fide, and had endeavour-

ed to foften the rigour of the Englifh parliament.

Great difgufts alfo, on other accounts, had taken

place between the nations ; and the Scots found

» Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 750. vol. v. p. 16,

that,
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that, in proportion as their afiiftance became lefs CHAP.
neceflary.. lels value was put upon them. The pro- L

*
f

grefs of the independents gave them great alarm ; 164.6.

and they were fcundaliled to hear their beloved

covenant fpoken of, every day, with lefs regard and

revejence. The rcfufal of a divine right to pref-

bytery, and the infringing of ecclefidftical difcipline

from political confiderations, were, to them, the

fubject of much ofxence : And the king hoped,

that, in tiheir prefent difpofition, the fight of their

native prince, flying to them in this extremity of

diftrcfs, would roufe every fpark of generofity in

their bofom, and procure him their favour and pro-

tection.

That he might the better conceal his intentions,

orders were given at every gate in Oxford, for al-

lowing three perfons to gafsj and in the night the

king, accompanied by none but Dh Hudfon and

Mr. Aihbumham, went out at that gate which
leads to London. He rjde before a portmanteau,

and called himfelfAfhbui nham's fervant. He pall-

ed through Henley, St. Albans, and came fo near

to London as TIarrow on the Hill. He once en-

tertained thoughts of entering into that city, and of
throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament.

But at laft, after paffing through many crofs roads,

he arrived at the Scottifh camp before Newark*.
The parliament, hearing of his efcape from Oxford, 5th May.

iflfued rigorous orders, and threatened with inftant

death whoever fnould harbour or conceal him b
.

The Scottifh generals and commiflioners affected Kins g°e«

great furprife on the appearance of the king : And scotch
though they payed him all the exterior refpect due camp at

to his dignity, they inftantly fet a guard upon him, Newark«

under colour of protection, and made him in reality

a prifoner, They informed the Englifh parliament

of this unexpected incident, and allured them that

* Rufliworth, vol.vii. p. 267. b Whitlocke, p. 209.

they
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c ii a P. they had entered into no private treaty with the king.
lviii. They applied to him for orders to Bellafis, gover-

tS. no? or" Newark, to furrender that town, now reduced

to extremity ; and the orders were indantly obeyed.

And hearing that the parliament laid claim to the

entire difpofal of the king's perfon, and that the

Enn;]im army was making force motions towards

thr

;

thought proper to retire northwards, and

to fix their camp at Newcaftle c
.

This meafuje was very grateful to the king;

and he began to entertain hopes of protection from

the Scots. He was particularly attentive to the

behaviour of their preachers, on whom all depend-

ed. It was the mode of that age to make the pulpit

the fcene of news , and on every great event, the

whole fcripture was ranfacked by the clergy for paf-

iages applicable to the prefent occafion. The firft

miniuer who preached before the king, chofe thefe

words for his text :
<c And behold all the men of

" Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto him, Why
<c have our brethren, the men of Judah, ftolen

« ( thee away, and have brought the king and his

" houfehold, and all David's men with him, over
« Jordan ? And all the men of Judah anfwered the
<{ men of Ifrael, Becaufe the king is near of kin to

cc us ; wherefore then be ye angry for this matter ?

<c Have we eaten at all of the king's coft ? or hath
c: he given us ary gift? And the men of Ifrael an-
<c fwered the men of Judah, and faid, We have ten
<c parts in the king, and we have alfo more right
<c in David than ye : Why then did ye defpife

" us, that our advice fhould not be firft had in

tc bringing back our king ? And the words of the
<c men of Judah were fiercer than. the words of the

" men of Ifrael
d." But the king foon found, that

the happinefs chiefly of the allufion had tempted the

c Rufli. vol. vii. p. 271. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 23.
d 2 Sara. chap..xix. 41, 42, anil 43 verfes. See Clarendon, vol. v.

?. = 3> 2 4-

preacher
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preacher to employ this text, and that the cove- chap.
nanting zealots were nowife pacified towards him. '_,

Another preacher, after -reproaching him to his face 1646,

with his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm to be

fun j&»

Why doft thou, tyrant, boaft thy/elf

Thy wicked deeds to praije ?

The king ftood up, and called for that pfalm which

begins with thefe words,

Have mercy\ Lord, on me, Ipray -

t

For men would me devour :

The good-natured audience, in pity to fallen ma-
jefty, fhowed, for once, greater deference to the king

than to the minifter, and fung the pfalm which the

former had called for
e
.

Charles had very little reafon to be pleafed with

his fituation. He not only found himfelf a pri-

soner, very ftrictly guarded : Ail his friends were

kept at a diftance; and no intercourfe, either by
letters or converfation, was allowed him with any

one on whom he could depend, or who was fufpected

of any attachment towards him. The Scottifh ge-

nerals would enter into no confidence with him;
and flill treated him with diftant ceremony and
feigned refpect. And every propofal, which they

made him, tended farther to his abatement and to

his ruin f
.

They required him to ifTue orders to Oxford, and
all his other garrifons, commanding their furrender

to the parliament : And the king, fenfible that their

refinance was to very little purpofe, willingly com-
plied. The terms given to moft of them were ho-
nourable ; and Fairfax, as far as it lay in his power,

c Whitlocke, p. 234. f Clarendon, vol. v. p, 30.

was
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C H A P. was very exa£t in obferving them. Far from ailovr-
Lvl11,

ing violence, he would not even permit infuks or

jC+6. triumph over the unfortunate royalifts; and by his

generous humanity, i~o cruel a civil war was ended,

in appearance very calmly, between the pa;ties.

Ormond having received like orders, delivered

Dublin, and other forts, into the hands of the par-

liamentary officers. Montrofc, alfo, after having ex-

perienced Hill more variety of good and bad for-

tune, threw down his arms, and retired out of the

kingdom.
The marquis of Worcefter, a man pari: eighty-

four, was the laft in England that fubmitted to the

authority of the parliament. He defended Raglan
caftle to extremity ; and opened not its gates

till the middle of Auguft. Four years, a few days

excepted, were now elapfed, fince the king rirft

creeled his ftandard at Nottingham*. So long had
the Britifh nations, by civil and religious quarrels,

been occupied in fhedding their own blood, and
laying vrafte their native country.

The parliament and the Scots laid their propo-

fals before the king. They were fuch as a captive

entirely at mercy, could expect from the molt in-

exorable victor : Yet were they little worfe than

what were infilled on before the battle of Nafeby.

The power of the fword, in(lead of ten, which the

king now offered, was demanded for twenty years,

together with a right to levy whatever money the

parliament fhould think proper for the fupport of
their armies. The other conditions were, in the

main, the fame with thofe which had formerly been
offered to the king h

.

Charles faid, that propofals, which introduced

fuch important innovations in the conttitution, de-

manded time for deliberation : The commiffioners

replied, that he muft give his anfwer in ten days '.

K Rufhworth, vol. vi. p. 293. h Ibid. p. 309.
* Ibid. vol. vii. p. 319,

He
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He ckfired to reafon about the meaning and im- chap.
port of ibme terms : They informed him that they

,
1 _ '_,

had no power of debate j and peremptorily required 1646,

his confent or refufal. He requefted a perfonal

treaty with the parliament : They threatened, that,

if he delayed compliance, the parliament would, by

their own authority, fettle the nation.

What the parliament was mod intent upon,

was not their treaty with the king, to whom they

paid little regard ; but that with the Scots. Two
important points remained to be fettled with that

nation ; their delivery of the king, and the eftima-

tion of their arrears.

The Scots might pretend, that, as Charles was

king of Scotland as well as of England, they were

entitled to an equal vote in the difpofal of his per-

Jon : And that, in fuch a cafe, where the titles are

equal, and the iubject indivifible, the preference

was due to the prefent pofTenor. The Englifh

maintained, that the king, being in England, was
comprehended within the jurifdidicn of that king-

dom, and could not be difpofed of by any foreign

nation. A delicate queftion this, and what furely

could not be decided by precedent ; fince fuch

a fituation is not, any where, to be found in hit-

tory
k

.

As the Scots concurred with the Englifli, in im-
pofing fuch fevere conditions on the king, that,

notwithstanding his unfortunate fituation, he ftill re-

fufed to accept of them ; it is certain that they did

not defire his freedom : Nor could they ever intend

to join lenity and rigour together, in fo inconfiftenc

a manner. Before the fettlement of terms, the ad-
miniftration mud be pofTefied entirely by the par-

liaments of both kingdoms ; and how incompatible

that fcheme with the liberty of the king, is eafily

imagined. To carry him a prifoner into Scot-
land, where few forces could be fupported to guard

k Rufhwoith, vol. vii, j>. 330,.

him,
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C m A P. him, was a meafure fo full of inconvenience and

^^V[^ danger, that, even if the Englifh had confented to

164.6. it, it mud have appeared to the Scots themfelves

altogether uneligible : And how could fuch a plan

be fupported in oppofition to England, porTerTed of

fuch numerous and victorious armies, which were,

at that time, at leaft feemed to be, in entire union

with the parliament ? The only expedient, it is ob-

vious, which the Scots could embrace, if they

fcrupled wholly to abandon the king, was immedi-

ately to return, fully and cordially, to their allegi-

ance ; and, uniting themfelves with the royalifts in

both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of arms, to

reduce the Englifh parliament to more moderate

conditions : But befides that this meafure was full

of extreme hazard, what was it but inftantly to

combine with their old enemies againft their old

friends ; and, in a fit of romantic generofity, over-

turn what, with (o much expence of blood and

treafure, they had, during the courfe of fo many
years, been fo carefully erecting ?

But, though all thefe reflections occurred to the

Scottish commiffioners, they refolved to prolong

the difpute, and to keep the king as a pledge for

thofe arrears which they claimed from England,

and which they were not likely, in the prefent

difpofition of that nation, to obtain by any other

expedient. The fum, by their account, amounted
to near two millions : For they had received little

regular pay fince they had entered England. And
though the contributions which they had levied,

as well as the price of their living at free quarters,

mult be deducted
j

yet Hill the fum which they

infilled on was very confiderable. After many dif-

cuflions, it was, at lafl, agreed, that, in lieu of all

demands, they mould accept of 400,000 pounds,
one half to be paid inftantly, another in two fub-

iequent payments '.

1 Ru/hworth, vol. vii. p. 326. P31I. Hirt. vol. XV. p.. 236.
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Great pains were taken by the Scots (and the

Englifli complied with their pretended delicacy) to

make this eftimation and payment of arrears ap- 1G46

pear a quite different trarifaction from that for the

delivery of the king's perfon * But common fenfe

requires, that they fhould be regarded as one and

the fame. The Englifh, it is evident, had they

not been previously aflured of receiving the king, •

would never have parted with fo confiderable a fumj
and, while they weakened themfelves, by the fame

meafure have flrengthened a people, with whom
they mufl afterwards have fo material an interefl to

difcufs.

Thus the Scottifh nation underwent, and dill

undergo (for fuch grievous ftains are not eafily wiped

off), the reproach of felling their king, and betray-

ing their prince for money. In vain did they -

maintain, that this money was, on account of for-

mer fervices, undoubtedly their due ; that in their

prefent fituation, no other meafure, without the ut-

moft indifcretion, or even their apparent ruin, could

be embraced ; and that, though they delivered their

king into the hands of his open enemies, they were
themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe to

whom they furrendered him, and their common ha-

tred againft him had long united the two parties in

ftricl" alliance with each other. They were ftill an-

fvvered, that they made ufe of this fcandalous expe-

dient for obtaining their wages ; and that, after

taking arms, without any provocation, againft their

fovereign, who had ever loved and cherifhed them,

they had defervedly fallen into a fituation, from which
they could not extricate themfelves, without either

infamy or imprudence.

The infamy of this bargain had fuch an influence

on the Scottifh parliament, that they once voted, that

the king fhould be protected, and his liberty infilled

on. But the general affembly interpofed, and pro-

nounced, that, as he had refuied to take the cove-

1 nant.
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chap, nant, which was preiTed on him, it became not" the

.L
L
-_

1

-
1

^, godly to concern themfelves about his fortunes.
,

1646. After this declaration it behoved the parliament to

retract their vote"1

.

Intelligence concerning the final refolution of

the Scottifn nation to furrender him, was brought

to the king ; and he happened, at that very time,

to be playing at chefs
n

. Such command of temper

did he poffefs, that he continued his game without

interruption ; and none of the by-ftanders could

perceive, that the letter which he perufed, had

brought him news of any confequence. The Englifri

commiffioners, who, fome days after, came to take

him under their cuftody, were admitted to kifs his

hands ; and he received them with the fame grace

and cheerfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no
other errand than to pay court to him. The old

earl of Pembroke in particular, who was one of

them, he congratulated on his flrength and vigour,

that he was ftill able, during fuch a feafon, to per-

form fo long a journey in company with fo many
young people.

1647. The king, being delivered over by the) Scots to
King deli, fa Englifh commiffioners, was conducted, under
vexed up ^

.

by the a guard, to Holdenby, in the county of Northamp-
Scots. ton. On his journey,, the whole country flocked to

behold him, moved partly by curiofity, partly by
companion and affection. If any ftill retained ran-

cour againft him, in his prefent condition, they pafTed

in filence j while his well withers, more generous

than prudent, accompanied his march with tears,

with acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety °.

That ancient fuperftition likewife, of defiring the

king's touch in fcrophulous diftempers, feemed to

acquire frelh credit among the people, from the ge-

neral tendernefs which began to prevail for this

virtuous and unhappy monarch.

a Pail. Hift. vol. xv. p. 143, 444. n Burnet's Memoirs of
the Hamiltons. ° Ludlow, Herbert.

The
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The commiflioners rendered his confinement at c h a p.

Holdenby very rigorous ; difmiffing his ancient _ "j

fervants, debarring him from vifits, and cutting off 16+7.

all communication with his friends or family. The
parliament, though earneftly applied to by the king,

refufed to allow his chaplains to attend him, be-

caufe they had not taken the covenant. The king
refufed to aftift at the fervice exercifed according to

the directory ; becaufe he had not as yet given his

confent to that mode of worfriip P
. Such religious

zeal prevailed on both fides ! And fuch was the

unhappy and diftracted condition to which it had
reduced king and people !

During the time that the king remained in the

Scottifh army at Newcaftle, died the earl of Effex,

the difcarded, but ftill powerful and popular general

of the parliament. His death, in this conjuncture,

was a public misfortune. Fully fenfible of the ex-
cefles to which affairs had been carried, and of the

worfe confequences which were ftill to be appre-
hended, he nad refolved to conciliate a peace, and
to remedy, as far as poftlble, all thofe ills to which,
from miftake rather than any bad intentions, he
had himlelf fo much contributed. The prefby-
terian, or the moderate party among the commons,
found themfelves confiderably weakened by his

death : And the fmall remains of authority which
ftill adhered to the houfe of peers, were in a manner
wholly extinguifhed q

.

P Clarendon, vol. v. p. 39. Warwick, p. 29S.
1 Clarendon, vol. v. p. 43.

Vol. VII.
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CHAP. LIX.

Mutiny of the army The king Jeized by Joyce

. The army march againfi the 'parliament

The army Jabdue the parliament The king flies

to the IJle of Wight Second civil war- In-

vafion from Scotland The treaty of Newport
> The civil war and invafion reprejfed The

kingfeized again by the army The houfe purged

The king's trial—'And execution—And cha-

racler.

chap. rT^HE dominion of the parliament was of fhort

L / '

_ X duration. No fooner had they fubdued their

1647. fovereign, than their own fervants rofe againft

them, and tumbled them from their flippery throne.

The facred boundaries of the laws being once vio-

lated, nothing remained to confine the wild projects

of zeal and ambition. And every fuccefiive revo-

lution became a precedent for that which followed

it.

In proportion as the terror of the king's power
diminiiried, the divifion between independent and
preibyterian became every day more apparent ; and

the neuters found it at laft requifite to feek fnelter

in one or the other faction. Many new writs were

iffued for elections, in the room of members who
had died, or were difqualified by adhering to the

king ; yet ftill the preibyterians retained the fupe-

riority among the commons ; and all the peers,

except lord Say, were efteemed of that party. The
independents, to whom the inferior lectaries ad-

hered, predominated in the army : And the troops

of the new model were univerfally infected with that

enthufiaftic fpirit. To their afliftance did the inde-

7 pendent
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pendent party among the commons chiefly truft, chap.
in their projects for acquiring the afcendant over , - _/
their antagonifts. 1647.

Soon after the retreat of the Scots, the prefby-

terians, feeing every thing reduced to obedience,

began to talk of diminifhing the army : And, on
pretence of eafing the public burdens, they le-

velled a deadly blow at the oppofite faction. They
purpofed to embark a ftrong detachment, under

Skippon and Mafley, for the fervice of Ireland

:

They openly declared their intention of making a

great reduction of the remainder r

. It was even

imagined, that another new model of the army was

projected, in order to regain to the pre/byterians

that fuperiority which they had fo imprudently loft

by the former s
.

The army had fmall inclination to the fervice of
Ireland $ a country barbarous, uncultivated, and

laid wafte by maffacres and civil commotions : They
had lefs inclination to difband, and to renounce that

pay, which, having earned it through fatigues and
dangers, they now purpofed to enjoy in eafe and
tranquillity. And mod of the officers, having rifen

from the dregs of the people, had no other pro-

fpect, if deprived of their commifiion, than that of
returning to languifti in their native poverty and
obfcurity.

These motives of intereft acquired additional

influence, and became more dangerous to the par-

liament, from the religious fpirit by which the army
was univerfally actuated. Among the generality of

men, educated in regular, civilized focieties, the

fentiments of fhame, duty, honour, have confider-

able authority, and ferve to counterbalance and di-

rect the motives dc/ived from private advantage :

But, by the predominancy of enthufiafm among the

» Fourteen thoufand men were only intended to be kept up ; 6000
horfe, 6000 foot, and 2000 dragoons. Bates.

* Ruftr.vorth, vol, vii. p. 564.

G 2 par-
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chap, parliamentary forces, thefe falutary principles loft
LIX>

their credit, and were regarded as mere human in-

,6+7 . ventions, yea moral inftitutions, fitter for heathens

than for chriftians \ The faint, refigned over to

fuperior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all

his appetites, difguifed under the appearance of

pious zeal. And, befides the ftra rige corruptions

engendered by this fpirit, it eluded and loofened all

the ties of morality, and gave entire fcope, and even

fanction, to the felfifhnefs and ambition which na-

turally adhere to the human mind.

The military confeifors were farther encouraged

in diibbedience to fuperiors, by that fpiritual pride

to which a miftaken piety is fo fubject. They were

not, they faid, mere janizaries ; mercenary troops

inlifted for hire, and to be difpofed of at the will of

their paymafters". Religion and liberty were the

motives which had excited them to arms ; and they

had a fuperior right to fee thofe bleffings, which

they had purchaled with their blood, enfured to

future generations. By the fame title that the

prefbyterians, in contradiftin&ion to the royalifts,

had appropriated to themfelves the epithet of godly,

or the well- affected'", the independents did now, in

contradiflinction to the prefbyterians, afiume this

magnificent appellation, and arrogate all the afcen-

dant which naturally belongs to it.

Hearing of parties in the houfe of commons,
and being informed that the minority were friends

to the army, the majority enemies j the troops na-

turally interetled themfelves in that dangerous dif-

tinction, and were eager to give the fuperiority to

their parti fans. Whatever hardfhips they under-

went, though perhaps derived from inevitable ne-

cefiity, were afcribed to a fettled defign of oppreff-

ing them, and refented as an effect of the animofity'

and malice of their adverfaries.

1 Rufh. vol. vi. p. 134.. u Ibi'td. vol. vii. p. 565.
w Ibid. vol. vii. p. 474.

NOTWITH-
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Notwithstanding the great revenue, which chap.
accrued from taxes, afTeflfments, fequeftrations, and

^_ j
compofitions, confiderable arrears were due to the 164.7.

army ; and many of the private men, as well as of-

ficers, had near a twelvemonth's pay ftill owing
them. The army fufpected, that this deficiency

was purpofely contrived in order to oblige them to

live at free quarters ; and by rendering them odious to

the country, ferve as a pretence for difbanding

them. When they faw fuch members as were

employed in committees and civil offices, accumu-
late fortunes, they accufed them of rapine and pub-
lic plunder. And, as no plan was pointed out by

the commons for the payment of arrears, the fol-

diers dreaded, that, after they mould be difbanded

or embarked for Ireland, their enemies, who pre-

dominated in the two houfes, would entirely de-

fraud them of their right, and opprefs them with

impunity.

On this ground or pretence did the firfl: commo- Mutiny of

tions begin in the army. A petition, addrefTed to the army.

Fairfax the general, was handed about; craving an

indemnity, and that ratified by the king, for any
illegal actions, of which, during the courfe of the

war, the foldiers might have been guilty ; together

with fatisfaclion in arrears, freedom from preffing,

relief of widows and maimed foldiers, and pay till

difbanded x
. The commons, aware of what com-

buftible materials the army was compofed, were

alarmed at this intelligence. Such a combination,

they knew, if not checked in its firft appearance,

mull be attended with the moft dangerous confc-

quences, and muft foon exalt the military above the

civil authority. Befides fummoning fome officers March 3©

to anfwer for this attempt, they immediately voted,

that the petition tended to introduce mutiny, to put

conditions upon the parliament, and to obftrucl: the

relief of Ireland; and they threatened to proceed

x Pari. Hilt. vol. xv. p. 34.2.

G 3 againil
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chap, againft the promoters of it, as enemies to the (late,

^
[x
j and difturbers

b
of public peace 7

. This declaration,

1647. which may be deemed violent, efpecially as the

army had fome ground for complaint, produced

fatal effects. The foldiers lamented, that they were

deprived of the privileges of Englishmen ; that they

were not allowed fo much as to reprefent their

. grievances; that, while petitions from Effex and

other places were openly encouraged againft the_

army, their 'mouths were flopped ; and that they,

who were the authors of liberty to the nation, were

reduced, by a faction in parliament, to the moft

grievous fervitude.

In this difpofition was the army found by War-
wic, Dacres, MafTey, and other commiffioners, who
were fent to make them propofals for entering into

the fervice of Ireland
z

. Inftead of inlitjing, the ge-

nerality objected to the terms; demanded an in-

demnity ; were clamorous for their arrears : And,
though they expreiTed no diiTatisfaction againft Skip-

pon, who was appointed commander, they difco-

vered much ftronger inclination to ferve under Fair-

fax and Cromwel a
. Some officers, who were of

the prefoyterian party, having* entered into engage-

ments for this fervice, could prevail on very few of

the foldiers to inlift under them. J^pd, as thefe

officers lay all under the grievous reproach of defert-

ing the army, and betraying the interefts of their

companions, the reft were farther confirmed in

that confederacy, which they had fecretly formed b
.

To petition and remonftrate being the moft cau-
tious method of conducting a confederacy, an ap-

plication to parliament was fjgned by near 200 of-

ficers ; in which they made their apology with a
very imperious air, aliened their right of petition-

ing, and complained of that imputation thrown

Y Fail. Hift. vol. xv. p. 344, z Rufli. vol. vii. p. 457.
* Ibid. vol. vii. pi 458. *> Ibid. vol. vii. p. 461. 556.

upon,
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upon them by the former declaration of the lower cg^
houfe c

. The private men likewife of fome regi- ^ . v-.j

ments lent a letter to Skippon ; in which, together 1647.

with infilling on the fame topics, they lament, that

defigns were formed againft them and many of the

godly party in the kingdom ; and declare, that they

could not engage for Ireland, till they were fatisfied

in their expectations, and had their juft defires

granted d
. The army, in a word, felt their power*

and refolved to be m afters.

The parliament too refolved, if polTible, to pre-

ferve their dominion ; but being deftitute of power,

and not retaining much authority, it was not ealy

for them to employ any expedient which could

contribute to their purpole. The expedient which,

they now made ufe of, was the worft imaginable. They
fent Skippon, Cromwel, Ireton, and Fleetwood,

to the head-quarters at Saffron Weldon in EfTex; •

and empowered them to make offers to the army,

and inquire into the caufe of its difiempers. Thefe 7lh May *

very generals, at leaft the three lad, were fecretly

the authors of all the difcontents j and failed not to

foment thofe diforders, which they pretended to

appeafe. By their fuggeftion, a meafure was em-
braced, which, at once, brought matters to extre-

mity, and rendered the mutiny incurable.

In oppofition to the parliament at Weftminfter,

a military parliament was formed. Together with.

a council of the principal officers, which was ap-

pointed after the model of the houfe of peers -, a

more free reprefentative of the army was compofed,
by the election of two private men or inferior of-

ficers, under the title of agitators, from each troop
or company e

. By this means, both the general

humour of that time was gratified, intent on plans

of imaginary republics j and an eafy method con-

e Rum. vol. vii. p. 468. d Idem, ibid. p. 474.
e Idem, ibid. p. 485. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 43.
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C
liy

P
* triv£d ôr conducing underhand, and propagating,

L -".'_, the fedition of the army.

1647. This terrible court, when affembled, having

firft declared that they found no dijiempers in the

army, but many grievances, under which it labour-

ed, immediately voted the offers of the parliament

unfatisfactory. Eight weeks' pay alone, they faid,

was promifed ; a fmall part of fifty-fix weeks, which

they claimed as their due : No vifible fecurity was

given for the remainder : And having been declared

public enemies by the commons, they might here-

after be profecuted as fuch, unlefs the declaration

were recalled
f
. Before matters came to this height,

Cromwel had pofted up to London, on pretence of

laying before the parliament the rifing difcontents

of the army.

The parliament made one vigorous effort more,

to try the force of their authority : They voted that

all the troops, which did not engage for Ireland,

fhould inftantly be difbanded in their quarters s
. At

the fame time, the council of the army ordered a

general rendezvous of all the regiments, in order to

provide for their common interefts. And while they

thus prepared themfelves for oppofition to the par-

liament, they (truck a blow, which at once decided

the victory in their favour.

3 d June. A party of five hundred horfe appeared at Hol-
Theking denby, conducted by one Joyce, who had once been
feized by

a ta y]or j-jy profeffion ; but was now advanced to the

rank of cornet, and was an active agitator in the

army. Without being oppofed by the guard, whofe

affections were all en their fide ; Joyce came into

the king's prefence, armed with piiiols, and told

him, that he muft immediately go along with him.

Whither ? faid the king. To the army j replied

Joyce. By what warrant ? afked the king. Joyce

f Ru(h. vol. vii. p. 497. 50;. Whiilocke, p. 250.
t Rufn. vqI. vii. p. 4J7,

pointed
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pointed to the foldiers, whom he brought along; CHAP.
tall, handfome, and well accoutred. Tour warranty

, -
'

j

faid Charles imiling, is writ in fair characters, legi- 2647.

ble withoutspelling*. The parliamentary commif-
fioners came into the room : They afked Joyce,

whether he had any orders from the parliament? he
faid, No : From the general ? No : By what autho-

rity he came ? He made the fame reply as to the

king : They would write, they faid, to the parlia-

ment to know their plcafure. You may doJo, replied

Joyce ; but in the mean time the king mufi immedi-

ately go with me. Refinance was vain. The king,

after protracting the time as long as, he could,

went into his coach , and was fafely conducted to

the army, who were haftening to their rendezvous

at Triplo-Heath, near Cambridge. The parlia-

ment, informed of this event by their commiffioners,

were thrown into the urmoft confternation l

.

Fairfax himfelf was no lefs furprifed at the

king's arrival. That bold meafure, executed by

Joyce, had never been communicated to the gene-

ral. The orders were entirely verbal ; and nobody
avowed them. And while every one affected aito-

nifhment at the enterprife, Cromwel, by whole
council it had been directed, arrived from London,
and put an end to their deliberations.

This artful and audacious confpirator had con-
ducted himfelf in the parliament with fuch profound
difiimulation, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he
had long deceived thofe, who, being themfelves very

dextrous practitioners in the fame arts, mould na-
turally have entertained the more fufpicion againft

others. At every intelligence of disorders in the

army, he v.as moved to the higheft pitch of grief

and of anger. He wept bitterly : He lamented the

misfortunes of his country : He advifed every vio-

lent meafure for fuppreffing the mutiny j and by
h Whitlocke, p. 154.. Warwick, p. 299. ' Ruih. vol. vii,

P* 5H> S l S- Clarendon, vol. v. p. 47.
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chap, thefe precipitate counfels, at once feemed to evince

L '_, his own fincerity, and inflamed thofe difcontents, of

i6+7 . which he intended to make advantage. He obteft-

ed heaven and earth, that his devoted attachment to

the parliament had rendered him fo odious in the

army, that his life, while among them, was in the

utmoft danger ; and he had very narrowly efcaped

a confpiracy formed to afTaffinate him. But in-

formation being brought, that the moft active of-

ficers and agitators were entirely his creatures, the

parliamentary leaders fecretly refolved, that, next

day, when he mould come to the-houfe, an accu-

fation mould be entered againft him, and he mould
be fent to the Tower k

. Cromwel, who in the

conduct of his defperate enterprifes frequently ap-

proached to the very brink of destruction, knew
how to make the requifite turn with proper dex-

terity and boldnefs. Being informed of this defign,

he haftened to the camp -, where he was received

with acclamations, and was inftantly inverted with

the fupreme command, both of general and army.

Fairfax, having neither talents himfelf for ca-

bal, nor penetration to difcover the cabals of others,

had given his entire confidence to Cromwel -, who,

by the beft coloured pretences, -and by the appear-

ance of an open fincerity and a fcrupulous con-

fcience, impofed on the eafy nature of this brave

and virtuous man. The council of officers and the

agitators were moved altogether by Cromwel's di-

rection, and conveyed his will to the whole army.

By his profound and artful conduct, he had now at-

tained a fituation, where he could cover his enter-

prifes from public view ; and feeming either to obey
the commands of his fuperior officer, or yield to the

movements of the foldiers, could fecretly pave the

way for his future greatnefs. While the diforders

of the army were yet in their infancy, he kept at a

b Clarendon, vol. v. p. 46.
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diftance ; left his counterfeit averfion might throw a chap*
damp upon them, or his fecret encouragement be-

, _*J
get fufpicion in the parliament. As foon as they ,647.

came to maturity, he openly joined the troops ; and

in the critical moment, {truck that important blow

of feizing the king's peribn, and depriving the par-

liament of any refource of an accommodation with

him. Though one vizor fell off, another (till re-

mained, to cover his natural countenance. Where
delay was requifue, he could employ the mod in-

defatigable patience : Where celerity was neceffary,

he flew to a decifion. And by thus uniting in his

perfon the moil oppofite talents, he was enabled to

combine the molt contrary interefts in a fubfervi-

ency to his fecret purpofes.

The parliament, though at prefent defencelefs, The army
was poffeffed of many relburces -, and time might ma»;ch

eafily enable them to refill that violence with which
Jf*[£?

tIie

they were threatened. Without farther delibera- mem.

tion, therefore, Cromwel advanced the army upon
them, and arrived in a few days at St. Albans.

Nothing could be more popular than this ho-
stility which the army commenced againft the par-

liament. As much as that affembly was once the

idol of the nation, as much was it now become the

object of general hatred and averfion.

The felf-denying ordinance had no longer been
put in execution, than till EfTex, Manchefler,
Waller, and the other officers of that party, had
refigned their commiflion : Immediately after, it

was laid afide by tacit confent j and the members,
fharing all offices of profit and power among them,
proceeded with impunity in exercifing acts of op-
preffion on the helplefs nation. Though the ne-
ceflity of their fituation might ferve as an apology
for many of their meafures, the people, not accui-

tomed to fuch a fpecies of government, were not
difpofed to make the requifite allowances.

A SMALL
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chap. A small fupply of ioo,ooo pounds a year could
LIX.^ never be obtained by 'former kings from the jealous

humour of parliaments; and the Englifh, of all

nations in Europe, were the leaft accuftomed to

taxes : But this parliament, from the commence-
ment of the war, according to fome computations,

had levied, in five years, above forty millions l

; yet

were loaded with debts and incumbrances, which,

during that age, were regarded as prodigious. If

thefe computations lhould be thought much ex-

aggerated, as they probably are
m

, the taxes and

impofkions were certainly far higher than in any

former ftate of the Englifh government ; and fuch

popular exaggerations are, at leaft, a proof ofpopu-
lar difcontents.

But the difpofal of this money was no lefs

the object cf general complaint againft the parlia-

ment than the levying of it. The fum of 300,000
pounds they openly took, 'tis affirmed n

, and divided

among their own members. The committees, to

whom the management of the different branches of

revenue was entrufted. never brought in their ac-

counts, and had unlimited power of fecreting what-

ever fums they pleafed from the public treafure .

Thefe branches were needlefsly multiplied, in order

to render the revenue more intricate, to fhare the

advantages among greater numbers, and to con-

ceal the frauds of which they were univerfally fuf-

pec"ted p
.

1 Clement Walker's Hiltory of the Two Juntos, prefixed to his

Hiltory of Independency, p. 8. This is an author of fpirit and in-

genuity; and being a zealous parliamentarian, his authority is very

confiderable, notwithstanding the air of fatire which prevails in his

writings. This computation, however feems much too large
;

el'pecially as the fequelhations, during ihe time of war, could not be
Jo considerable as afterwards.
m Yet the fame fum preciiely is afllgned in another book, called

Koyal Treafury of England, p. 207.
« Clement Walker's Hiltory of Independency, p. 3. 166.
"Ibid. p. 8. P Id. ibid.

The
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The -method of keeping accounts practifed in CHAP.
the exchequer, was confefledly the exacteft, the . -**„_j

mod ancient, the bed known, and the leaft liable 164.7.

to fraud. The exchequer was, for that reafon,

abolifhed, and the revenue put under the manage-

ment of a committee, who were fubject to no con-

trol q
.

The exciie was an odious tax, formerly unknown
to the nation ; and was now extended over provi-

fions, and the common neceflaries of life. Near
one half of the goods and chattels, and at leaft one

half of the lands, rents, and revenues of the king-

dom had been fequeftered. To great numbers of

royalifts, all redrefs from thefe fequeftrations was

refufed : To the reft, the remedy could be obtained

only by paying large compofitions, and fubferibing

the convenant, which they abhorred. Beddes pitying

the ruin and defolation of fo many ancient and ho-
nourable families, indifferent fpectators could not

but blame the hardfhip of puniftiing with fuch feve-

rity, actions which the law in its ufual and moft un-
difputed interpretation ftrictly required of every

fubject.

The feverities too, exercifed againft the epifcopal

clergy, naturally affected the royalifts, and even all

men of candour, in a fenfible manner. By the moft
moderate computation T

, it appears, that above one
half of the eftablifhed clergy had been turned out to

beggary and want, for no other crime than their ad-

hering to the civil and religous principles in which
they had been educated; and for their attachment

to thofe laws under whofe countenance they had at

firft embraced that profeffion. To renounce epif-

copacy and the liturgy, and to fubferibe the cove-

4 Clement Walker's Hiftory of Independency, p. 8.
T See John Walkers Attempt towards recovering an Account of

the Numbers and Sufferings of the Clergy. The parliament pre-
tended to leave the feqtieltered clergy a fifth of their revenue; but
this author makes it fufficiently appear, that this provision, final 1 as

it is, was never regularly paid the ejccled clergy.

nanr,
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riant, were the only terms which could fave them
from To rigorous a fate 3 and if the lean: mark of

"76+7.
~ malignancy, as it was called, or affection to. the

king, who fo entirely loved them, had ever efcaped

their lips, even this hard choice was not permitted.

The facred character, which gives the priefthood

fuch authority over mankind, becoming more ve-

nerable from the fufferings endured, for the fake of

principle, by thefe diftrefied royalifts, aggravated

the general indignation againft their perfecutors.

But what excited the moft univerfal complaint

was, the unlimited tyranny and defpotic rule of the

country-committees. During the war, the difcre-

tionary power of thefe courts was excufed, from the

plea of necefiity : But the nation was reduced to

defpair, when it law neither end put to their

duration, nor bounds to their authority. Thefe
could fequefter, fine, imprifon, and corporally pu-

nifh, without law or remedy. They interpofed in

ejueftions of private property. Under colour of

malignancy, they exercifed vengeance againft their

private enemies. To the obnoxious, and fome-

times to the innocent, they fold their protection.

And inftead of one ftar-chamber, which had been

abolifhed, a great number were anew erected, for-

tified with better pretences, and armed with more
unlimited authority s

.

Could any thing have increafed the indignation

againft that flavery, into which the nation, from the

too eager purfuit of liberty, had fallen, it muft
have been the reflection on the pretences by which

the people had fo long been deluded. The fancti-

fied hypocrites, who called their oppreflions the

* Clement Walker's Hiftory of Independency, p. 5. Hollis gives

the fame reprefentation as Walker of the plundering, oppreflions, and
tyranny of the parliament : Only, inftead of laying the fault on both
parties, as Walker does, he afcribes it folely to the independent fac-

tion. The preibyterians, indeed, being commonly denominated th&
modem party, would probably be more inofFenlivs. S«e Rulh.
to)- vii. p. 598. and Pari. Hift. vol. xv. p. 230.

fpoiling
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fpoiling of the Egyptians, and their rigid feverity ckap.
the dominion of the Elect, interlarded all their ini-

t

L
-*'_,

quities with long and fervent prayers, faved them- ,647.

felves from blufhing by their pious grimaces, and

exercifed in the name of the Lord, all their cruelty

on men. An undifguifed violence could be for-

given : But fuch a mockery of the underflanding,

fuch an abufe of religion, were, with men of pene-

tration, objects of peculiar refentment.

The parliament, confcious of their decay in po-

pularity, feeing a formidable armed force advance

upon them, were reduced to defpair, and found all

their refources much inferior to the prefent necef-

fity. London ftill retained a ftrong attachment to

prefbyterianifm •, and its militia, which was nume-
rous, and had acquired reputation in wars, had by a

late ordinance been put into hands in whom the

parliament could entirely confide. This militia

was now called out, and ordered to guard the lines,

which had been drawn round the city, in order to

fecure it againfl the king. A body of horfe was

ordered to be inftantly levied. Many officers, who
had been cafhiered by the new model of the army,
offered their fervice to the parliament. An army
of 5000 men lay in the north under the command
of general Pointz, who was of the prefoyterian fac-

tion ; but thefe were too diftant to be employed in

fo urgent a neceffity. The forces deftined for Ire-

land were quartered in the weft; and, though
deemed faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a

diilance. Many inland garrifons were commanded
by officers of the fame party ; but their troops, beings

fo much difperfed, could at prefent be of no man-
ner of fervice. The Scots were faithful friends,

and zealous for prefbytery and the covenant ; but a

long time was required, ere they could collect their

forces, and march to the affiftance of the parlia-

ment.
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chap. IN this fituation, it was thought more prudent to

fubmit, and by compliance to flop the fury of the

enraged army. The declaration, by which the

military petitioners had been voted public enemies,

was recalled and erafed from the journal-book *.

This was the firft fymptom which the parliament

gave of fubmifilon ; and the army, hoping, by ter-

ror alone, to effeft all their purpofes, flopped at

St. Albans, and entered into negotiation with their

matters.

Here commenced the encroachments of the mi-
litary upon the civil authority. The army, in their

ufurpations on the parliament, copied exactly the

model which the parliament itlelf had fet them, in

their recent ufurpations on the crown.

Every day they rofe in their demands. If one
claim was granted, they had another ready, flill

more enormous and exorbitant ; and were deter-

mined never to be fatisfied. At firft they pre-

tended only to petition for what concerned them-
felves as foldiers : Next, they muft have a vindica-

tion of their character; then it was neceflary, that

their enemies be punifhed u
: At laft they claimed a

right of modelling the whole government, and fet-

tling the nation
w

.

They preferved, in words, all deference and re-

fpect to the parliament; but, in reality, infulted

them and tyrannifed over them. That afTembly

they pretended not to accufe : It was only evil

counfellors, who feduced and betrayed it.

x6th June. They proceeded fo far as to name eleven mem-
bers, whom, in general terms, they charged with

high treafon, as enemies to the army and evil coun-

f Rufh. vol. vii. j>. 503. 547. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 45.
u Kufli. vol. vii. p. 509. w Ibid, vol. vii.

p. 567. 633. Ibid. vol. viii. p. 731.

fellors
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fellors to the parliament. Their names were, Hollis, chap.
fir Philip Stapleton, fir William Lewis, fir John ,_ -

w
- j

Clotworthy, fir William Waller, fir John Maynard, 164.7.

Maffey, Glyn, Long, Harleya and Nicholas x
. Thefe

were the very leaders of the prefbyterian party.

They infilled, that thefe members mould imme-
diately be fequeftered from parliament, and be thrown
into prifon y

. The commons replied, that they

could not, upon a general charge, proceed fo far
z
.

The army obferved to them, that the cafes of Straf-

ford and Laud were direct precedents for that pur-

pofe a
. At laft, the eleven members themfelves,

not to give occafion for difcord, begged leave to re-

tire from the houfe ; and the army, for the prefent,

feemed fatisfied with this mark of fubmiffion b
.

Pretending that the parliament intended to levy

war upon them, and to involve the nation again in

blood and confufion, they required, that all new
levies mould be flopped. The parliament complied

with this demand .

There being no figns of refiftance, the army,

in order to fave appearances, removed, at the defire

of the parliament, to a greater diftance from Lon-
don, and fixed their head-quarters at Reading.

They carried the king along with them in all their

marches.

That prince now found himfelf in a better fitua-

tion than at Holdenby, and had attained fome greater

degree of freedom, as well as of confideration, with

both parties.

All his friends had accefs to his prefence : His
correfpondence with the queen was not interrupted

:

His chaplains were reftored to him, and he was
allowed the ufe of the liturgy : His children were

x Rufli. vol. vii. p. 570. y Ibid. vol. vii. p. 572.
z Ibid. vol. vii. p. 592. * Ibid, vol vii. p. 594. Whit-

locke, p. 259. ^

b Rulh. vol. vii. p. 593, 594,
c Ibid. vol. vii, p. 5721 574..

Vol. VII. H once
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chap. once allowed to vifit him, and they palled a few

^__

L
}^ i

, days at Caverfham, where he then refided
d

. He
1647. had not feen the duke of Glocefter, his youngeft

fori, and the princefs Elizabeth, fince he left Lon-
don, at the commencement of the civil diforders

c
j

nor the duke of York, fince he went to the Scot-

tiih army before Newark. No private man, unac-

quainted with the pleafures of a court and the tu-

mult of a camp, more paiTionately loved his family,

than did this good prince j and fuch an inftance of

indulgence in the army was extremely grateful to

him. Cromwel, who was witnefs to the meeting

of the royal family, confeiTed, that he never had

been prefent at fo tender a fcene ; and he extremely

applauded the benignity which difplayed itfelf in the

whole dilpofition and behaviour of Charles.

That artful politician, as well as the leaders of

all parties, payed court to the king; and fortune, not-

withstanding all his calamities, feemed again to fmile

upon him. The parliament, afraid of his forming

fome accommodation with the army, addrelTed him
in a more refpeclful ftyle than formerly ; and invit-

ed him to refide at Richmond, and contribute his

affiftance to the fettlement of the nation. The chief

officers treated him with regard, and fpake on all

occafions of reftoring him to his juft powers and
prerogatives. In the public declarations of the

army, the fettlement of his revenue and authority-

was infifted on f
. The royalifts, every where, en-

tertained hopes of the reftoration of monarchy j and
the favour which they univerfally bore to the army,
contributed very much to difcourage. the parliament,

and to forward their fubmiffion.

d Clarendon, vol. i. p. 5r, 5a. 57.
* When the king applied to have his children, the parliament al-

ways told him, that they could take as much care at London, both of

bodies, and fouls, as could be- done at Oxford. Pari. Hift. vol.
f Rum, vol. vii. p. 590.

TlIE
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The king began to feel of what confequence he c H

r

A ?•

was. The more the national confufions increafed,
,_ .y '

^
the more was he confident that all parties would, 164.7.

at length, have recourfe to his lawful authority as

the only remedy for the public diforders. Ton can-

not be without me, faid he, on feveral occafions

:

Tou cannot fettle the nation but by my afiiftance.

A people without government and without liberty,

a parliament without authority, an army without a

legal matter : Diffractions every where, terrors, op-

prefTions, convulfions : From this fcene of confufion,

which could not long continue, all men, he hoped,

would be brought to reflect on that ancient govern-

ment, under which they and their anceftors had fo

long enjoyed happinefs and tranquillity.

Though Charles kept his ears open to all pro-

pofals, and expected to hold the balance between

the oppofite parties, he entertained more hopes of

accommodation with the army. He had experi-

enced the extreme rigour of the parliament. They
pretended totally to annihilate his authority : They
had confined his perfon. In both thefe particulars

the army mowed more indulgence g
. He had a free

intercourfe with his friends. And in the propofals,

which the council of officers fent for the fettlement

of the nation, they infilled neither on the abolition of

epifcopacy, nor of the punifhment of the royalifts j

the two points to which the king had the mod ex-

treme reluctance : And they demanded, that a period

fnould be put to the prefent parliament \ the event

for which he molt ardently longed.

His conjunction too leemed more natural with

the generals, than with that ufurping aflembly, who
had fo long afifumed the entire fovereignty of the

ftate, and who had declared their refolution ftill to

continue mailers. By gratifying a few perfons with

% Warwick, p. 303. Pari. Hill. vol. xvi. p. 40. Clarendon,
vol. v. p. 50.

H 2 tides
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chap, titles and preferments, he might draw over, he

ui^l—j h°Pedj the whole military power, and, in an in-

1647. flant, reinftate himfelf in his civil authority. To
Ireton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland : To
Cromwel, the garter, the title of earl of Efiex, and

the command of the army. Negotiations to this

purpofe were fecretly conducted. Crumwel pre-

tended to hearken to them ; and was well pleafed to

keep the door open for an accommodation, if the

courie of events mould, at any time, render it ne-

ceffary. And the king, who had no fufpicion that

one born a private gentleman, could entertain the

daring ambition of feizing a fceptre tranfmitted

through a long line of monarchs, indulged hopes

that he would, at laft, embrace a meafure which,

by all the motives of duty, intereft, and fafety, feem-

ed to be recommended to him.

While Cromwel allured the king by thefe ex-

pectations, he (till continued his fcheme of reducing

the parliament to fubjection, and depriving them of

all means of refiftance. To gratify the army, the

parliament inverted Fairfax with the title of general

in chief of all the forces in England and Ireland

;

and entrufted the whole military authority to a per-

fon who, though well inclined to their fervice, was
no longer at his own difpofal.

They voted that the troops which, in obedi-

ence to them, had inliited for Ireland, and deferted

the rebellious army, mould be difbanded, or, in

other words, be punifhed for their fidelity. The
forces in the north, under Pointz, had already mu-
tinied againft their general, and had entered into an
aflbciation with that body of the army which was fo

fucceisfully employed in exalting the military above
the civil authority h

.

That no refource might remain to the parlia-

ment, it was demanded, that the militia of London

h Ruflj, vol. vii, p. 6jo«

1 mould
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CHAP.
LIX.

fhould be changed, the prefbyterian commiiTioners

difplaced, and the command reftored to thofe who,

during the courfe of the war, had conftantly exer- 1647.

cifed it. The parliament even complied with fo

violent a demand, and palled a vote in obedience to

the army l
.

By this unlimited patience they purpofed to tem-

porife under their prefent difficulties, and they hoped
to find a more favourable opportunity for recover-

ing their authority and influence: But the impa-
tience of the city loft them all the advantage of their

cautious meafures. A petition againft the alteration 2oth July,

of the militia was carried to Weftminfter, attended

by the apprentices and feditious multitude, who be-

fieged the door of the houfe of commons ; and by
their clamour, noife, and violence, obliged them to

reverfe that vote, which they had parTed fo lately.

When gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately

difperfed, and left the parliament at liberty
k
.

No fooner was intelligence of this tumult con-

veyed to Reading, than the army was put in mo-
tion. The two houfes being under reftraint, they

were refolved, they faid, to vindicate, againft the

feditious citizens, the invaded privileges of parlia-

ment, and reftore that affembly to its juft freedom
of debate and counfel. In their way to London,
they were drawn up on Hounflow-heath ; a formi-

dable body, twenty thoufand ftrong, and determined,

without regard to laws or liberty, to purfue what-

ever meafures their generals fhould dictate to them.
Here the moft favourable event happened, to

quicken and encourage their advance. The fpeakers

of the two houfes, Manchefter and Lenthal, at-

tended by eight peers, and about fixty commoners,
having fecretly retired from the city, prefented

themfelves with their maces, and all the enfigns of

their dignity ; and complaining of the violence put

* Rufh. vol. vii. p. 629. 652. k Ibid. vol. vii. p. 64.1. 643.

Clarendon, vol. v. p. 61. Whitlocke, p. 269. CI. Walker, p. 38.

H 3 upon
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chap. Up0n them, applied to the army for defence and

ytl^^ protection. They were received with fhouts and

J647. acclamations : RefpecT: was paid to them as to the

parliament of England : And the army being pro-

vided wjth foplaufible a pretence, which, in all pub-

lic transactions, is of great confequence, advanced

to chaftife the rebellious city, and to reinftate the

violated parliament '.

Neither Lenthal nor Manchefter were efteemed

independents ; and fuch a ftep in them was unex-

pected. But they probably forefaw, that the army
riruft, in the end, prevail ; and they were willing to

pay court in time to that authority, which began tQ

predominate in the nation.

The parliament, forced from their temporifing

mcafures, and obliged to refign, at once, or combat
for their liberty and power, prepared themfelves

with vigour for defence, and determined to refill the

violence of the army. The two houfes immediately

chofe new fpeakers, lord Hunfdon, and Henry
Pelham : They renewed their former orders for en-

lifting troops : They appointed MafTey to be com-
mander ; They Ordered the trained bands to man
the lines : And the whole city was in a ferment, and

refounded with military preparations"1

.

When any intelligence arrived, that the army
Hopped or retreated, the fhout of One and ally ran

with alacrity, from ftreet to ftreet, among the

citizens : When news came of their advancing, the

cry of 'Treat and capitulate, was no lei's loud and
vehement". The terror of an univerfal pillage,

and even maflacre, had feized the timid inhabit-

ants.

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent

by the general over the river, prefented himfelf be-
fore Southwark, and was gladly received by fome

1 Rufh. vol viii. p. 750. Clarendon, vol. v. p 63.
m Kulli. vol. vii. p. 646. a Whitlocke, p. 265.

ibldiers,
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fbldiers, who were quartered there for its defence,

and who were refolved not to feparate their interefts

from thofe of the army. It behoved then the par- 164-7.

liament to fubmit. The army marched in triumph

through the city ; but preferved the greateft order,

decency, and appearance of humility. They con-

dueled to Weftminfter the two fpeakers, who took

their feats as if nothing had happened. The eleven

impeached members, being accufed as authors of

the tumult, were expelled ; and moft of them re-

tired beyond fea : Seven peers were impeached

:

The mayor, one fheriff, and three aldermen, fent

to the Tower: Several citizens and officers of the

militia committed to prifon : Every deed of the

parliament annulled, from the day of the tumult till

the return of the fpeakers : The lines about the

city levelled : The militia reftored to the independ-

ents : Regiments quartered in Whitehall and the The army

Meufe : And the parliament being reduced to a re- ^jj«
lhe

gular formed fervitude, a day was appointed of fo- mem,

lemn thankfgiving for the reftoration of its liberty .

The independent party among the commons ex-

ulted in their victory. The whole authority of the

nation, they imagined, was now lodged in their

hands ; and they had a near profpect of moulding

the government into that imaginary republic which

had long been the object of their wilhes. They had
fecretly concurred in all encroachments of the mili-

tary upon the civil power -, and they expected, by
the terror of the fword, to impofe a more perfect

fyftem of liberty on the reluctant nation. All parties,

the king, the church, the parliament, the prefbyte-

rians, had been guilty of errors fince the commence-
ment of thefe diforders : But it muft be confelfed,

that this delufion of the independents and republi-

cans was, of all others, the moft contrary to com-
mon fenfe and the eftablilhed maxims of policy.

• Rufliwoith, vol. viii. p. 797, 75S, &c,

H 4 Yet
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chap. Yet were the leaders of that party, Vane, Fiennes,

__

L
5
v

"

i _J
St. John, Martin, the men in England the moft

i6+7 . celebrated for profound thought and deep contri-

vance ; and by their well-coloured pretences and

profeflions, they had over-reached the whole nation.

To deceive fuch men would argue a fuperlative ca-

pacity in Cromwel ; were it not that, befides the

great difference there is between dark, crooked coun-

cils and true wifdom, an exorbitant paffion for rule

and authority will make the moft prudent overlook

the dangerous confequences of fuch meafures as feem

to tend, in any degree, to their own advancement.

The leaders of the army, having eftablifhed their

dominion over the parliament and city, ventured to

bring the king to Hampton-court ; and he lived,

for fome time, in that palace, with an appearance of

dignity and freedom. Such equability of temper

did he poffefs, that, during all the variety of fortune

which he underwent, no difference was perceived in

his countenance or behaviour; and though a pri-

fbner, in the hands of his moft inveterate enemies,

he fupported, towards all who approached him, the

majefty of a monarch ; and that neither with lefs

nor greater ftate than he had been accuftomed to

maintain. His manner, which was not in itfeif po-
pular nor gracious, now appeared amiable, from its

great meeknefs and equality.

The parliament renewed their applications to him,
and prefented him with the fame conditions which
they had offered at Newcaftle. The king declined

accepting them, and defired the parliament to take

the propofals of the army into confideration, and
make them the foundation of the public fettlement p

.

He ftill entertained hopes that his negotiations with
the generals would be crowned with fuccefs ;

though every thing, in that particular, daily

bore a worfe afpecl. Moft hiftorians have thought
that Cromwel never was fincere in his profd-

P Rufh. vol, viii. p. Sjo.

fions }
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lions ; and that, having by force rendered himfelf chap.
mafter of the king's perfon, and, by fair pretences, ,_ 1

'

j
acquired the countenance of the royalifts, he had 1647.

employed thefe advantages to the enflaving of the

parliament : And afterwards thought of nothing but

the eftabliihment of his own unlimited authority,

with which he efteemed the reftoration, and even

life of the king, altogether incompatible. This

opinion, fo much warranted by the boundlefs am-
bition and profound difTimulation of his character,

meets with ready relief; though it is more agreea-

ble to the narrownefs of human views, and the

darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe, that this daring

ufurper was guided by events, and did not as yet

forefee, with any aflurance, that unparalleled great-

nefs which he afterwards attained. Many writers

of that age have aflferted q
, that he really intended

.to make a private bargain with the king ; a meafure

which carried the moft plaufible appearance both

for his fafety and advancement : But that he found

infuperable difficulties in reconciling to it the wild

humours of the army. The horror and antipathy

of thefe fanatics had, for many years, been artfully

fomented againft Charles; and though their prin-

ciples were on all occafions eafily warped and eluded

by private intereft, yet was fome colouring requi-

fite, and a flat contradiction to all former profef-

fions and tenets could not fafely be propofed to

them. It is certain, at leaft, that Cromwel made
ufe of this reafon, why he admitted rarely of vifits

from the king's friends, and fhowed lefs favour than

formerly to the royal caufe. The agitators, he faid,

had rendered him odious to the army, and had re-

prefented him as a traitor, who, for the fake of
private intereft, was ready to betray the caufe of
God to the great enemy ofpiety and religion. De-
fperate projects too, he aflerted to be fecretly form-
ed, for the murder of the king ; and he pretended

1 See note [C] at the eud of the volume.

much
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C hap. much to dread left all his authority, and that of the

y_ - '

_t
commanding officers, would not be able to rellrain

j&j7, thefe enthufiafts from their bloody purpolesV

Intelligence being daily brought to the king,

of menaces thrown out by the agitators ; he began

to think of retiring from Hampton-court, and of

putting himfelf in fome place of fafety. The
guards were doubled upon him: The promifcuous

concourfe of people reftrained : A more jealous

care exerted in attending his perfon : All, under

colour of protecting him from danger ; but really

with a view of making him uneafy in his prefent

fituation. Thefe artifices foon produced the in-

tended effect. Charles, who was naturally apt to

be fwayed by counfel, and who had not then a.ccefs

to any good counfel, took fuddenly a refolution of

withdrawing himfelf, though without any concerted,

at lead any rational, fcheme for the future difpofal

lithNov. of his perfon. Attended only by fir John Berkeley,

Afhburnham, and Leg, he privately left Hampton-
court j and his efcape was not difcovered till near

an hour after ; when thofe v/ho entered his chamber
found on the table fome letters directed to the par-

liament, to the general, and to the officer who had

attended him s

. All night he travelled through the

foreft, and arrived next day at Tichfield, a feat of the
earl of Southampton's, where the countefs dowager
refided, a woman of honour, to whom the kin?

knew he might fafely entruft his perfon. Before he
arrived at this place, he had gone to the fea-coaftj

and expreffed great anxiety, that a fhip which he
feemed to look for had not arrived ; and thence,

Berkeley and Leg, who were not in the fecret, con-

jectured, that his intention was to tranlport himfelf

beyond fea.

The king The king could not hope to remain long con-
flies to the cealed at Tichfield : What meafure fhould next be

Wight. embraced was the queition. In the neighbourhood

' Clarendon, vol. v. p. 76. « Rulh. vol.'viii. j>. 871.

lay
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lay the ifle of Wight, of which Hammond was go- chap.
vernor. This man was entirely dependent on Crom- ,

'

^
wel. At his recommendation he had married a 164.7.

daughter of the famous Hampden, who, during his

lifetime, had been an intimate friend of Cromwel's,

and whole memory was ever refpected by him. Thefe
circumftances were very unfavourable : Yet, becaufe

the governor was nephew to Dr. Hammond, the

king's favourite chaplain, and had acquired a good
character in the army, it was thought proper to have

recourfe to him, in the prefent exigence, when no
other rational expedient could be thought of. Afh-
burnham and Berkeley were difpatched to the hi and.

They had orders not to inform Hammond of the

place where the king was concealed, till they had

firft obtained a promife from him not to deliver up
his majefty, though the parliament and army fhould

require him ; but to reftore him to his liberty, if he

could not protect him. This promife, it is evident,

would have been a very (lender fecurity : Yet even
without exacting it, Aihburnham, imprudently, if

not treacheroufiy, brought Hammond to Tichfieldj

and the king was obliged to put himfelf in his

hands, and to attend him to Can/broke- caftle in

the ifle of Wight, where, though received with great

demonstrations of refpect and duty, he was in reality

a prifoner.

Lord Clarendon x
is pofitive, that the king,

when he fled from Hampton-court, had no inten-

tion of going to this ifland -, and indeed ail the cir-

cumftances of that hiftorian's narrative, which we
have here followed, ftrongly favour this opinion. But
there remains a letter of Charles's to the earl of

Laneric, fecretary of Scotland ; in Vvhich he plainly

intimates, that that meafure was voluntarily em-
braced ; and even infinuates, that, if he had thought

proper, he might have been in Jerfey or any other

t P. 79, |o, S:c.

place
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chap, phce of fafetyV Perhaps, he (till confided in the

, _,
'_*

, promifes of the generals ; and flattered himfelf, that

1647. if he were removed from the fury of the agitators,

by which his life was immediately threatened, they

would execute what they had fo often promifed in his

favour.

Whatever ma,y be the truth in this matter ; for

it is impofilble fully to afcertain the truth ; Charles

nev^r took a weaker ftep, nor one more agreeable to

Cromwe l ana" all his enemies. He was now lodged

in a place, removed from his partifans, at the dif-

pofal of the army, whence it would be very diffi-

cult to deliver him, either by force or artifice. And
though it was always in the power of Cromwel,

whenever he pleafed, to have fent him thither; yet

iuch a meafure, without the king's confent, would

have been very invidious, if not attended with fome

danger. That the king fhould voluntarily throw him-

felf into the fnare, and thereby gratify his implacable

perfecutors, was to them an incident peculiarly for-

tunate, and proved in the i flue very fatal to him.

Cromwel being now entirely mafter of the par-

liament, and free from all anxiety with regard to

the cuftody of the king's perfon, applied himfelf

ferioufly to quell thofe diforders in the army, which

he himfelf had fo artfully raifed, and fo fuccefsfully

employed againil both king and parliament. In

order to engage the troops into a rebellion againft

their mafters, he had encouraged an arrogant fpirit

among the inferior officers and private men; and

the camp, in many refpetts, carried more the ap-

pearance of civil liberty than of military obedience.

The troops themfelves were formed into a kind of

republic ; and the plans of imaginary republics, for

the fettlement of the ftate, were every day the topics

of converfation among thefe armed legiflators.

Royalty it was agreed to abolifh : Nobility mult be

u See note [D] at the end of the volume.

fet
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fet afide : Even all ranks of men be levelled ; and chap.
an univerfal equality of property, as well as of ^ ..

.'
/

power, be introduced among the citizens. The 164.7.

faints, they faid, were the fait of the earth: An en-

tire parity had place among the elect : And, by the

fame rule, that the apoftles were exalted from the

moft ignoble profeilions, the meaneft fentinel, if en-

lightened by the Spirit, was entitled to equal regard

with the greater! commander. In order to wear*

the foldiers from thefe licentious maxims, Cromwel
had iffued orders for difcontinuing the meetings of

the agitators ; and he pretended to pay entire obe-

dience to the parliament, whom, being now fully

reduced to fubjeclion, he purpofed to make, for the

future, the inltruments of his authority. But the

Levellers, for fo that party in the army was called>

having experienced the fweets of dominion, would

not fo eafily be deprived of it. They fecretly con-

tinued their meetings : They afferted, that their

officers, as much as any part of the church or Hate,

needed reformation : Several regiments joined in

feditious remonftrances and petitions
w

. Separate

rendezvoufes were concerted : And every thing

tended to anarchy and confufion. But this diftem-

per was foon cured by the rough, but dextrous,

hand of Cromwel. He chofe the opportunity of

a review, that he might difplay the greater boldnefs

and fpread the terror the wider. He feized the

ringleaders before their companions : Held in the

field a council of war : Shot one mutineer inftantly :

And {truck fuch dread into the reft, that they pre-

fently threw down the fymbols of fedition, which
they had difplayed, and thenceforth returned to

their wonted difcipline and obedience \
Cromwel had great deference for the counfels

of Ireton ; a man who, having grafted the foldier

on the lawyer, the ftatefman on the faint, had

Rufh. vol. viii. p. 845. 859.
Idem, ibid. p. 87$. Clarendon, vol, Y. p. 87.

adopted
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CHAP, adopted fuch principles as were fitted to introduce

^ _ '

j
the feverefl tyranny, while they feemed to encourage

1647. the mod unbounded licenie in human fociety.

Fierce in his nature, though probably fincere in his

intentions •, he purpofed by arbitrary power to efta-

blifh liberty, and, in profecution of his imagined

religious purpofcs, he thought hirhfelf difpenfed

• from all the ordinary rules of morality, by which

inferior mortals muft allow themfelves to be go-

verned. From his fuggeftion, Cromwel fecretly

called at Windibr a council of the chief officers, in

order to deliberate concerning the fettlement of the

nation, and the future difpofal of the king's perfon y
.

In this conference, which commenced with devout

prayers, poured forth by Cromwel himfelf, and

other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army
received infpiration with their commiflion

,

), was firft

opened the daring and unheard-of counfel, of bring-

ing the king to juftice, and of punifhing, by a ju-

dicial fentence, their fovereign, for his pretended

tyranny and mal-adminiftration. While Charles

lived, even though reftrained to the clofeft prifon,

confpiracies, they knew, and infurrections would
never be wanting in favour of a prince, who was fo

extremely revered and beloved by his own party,

and whom the nation in general began to regard

with great affection and compaffion. To murder
him privately was expofed to the imputation of in-

juflice and cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of
fuch a crime ; and every odious epithet of Traitor

and Ajfajfin would", by the general voice of man-
kind, be undifputably afcribed to the actors in fuch

a villany. Some unexpected procedure muft be at-

tempted, which would nitonifn the world by its no-

velty, would bear the femblance of juftice, and
would cover its barbarity by the audacioufnefs of
the enterprifc. Striking in with the fanatical no-

y Clarendon, vol; v. p. 92,

tions



CHARLES I. in

tions of the entire equality of mankind, it would CHAP,
enfure the devoted obedience of the army, and

v_j
_

.

'_

^

ferve as a general engagement againft the royal fa- ,647 .

mily, whom, by their open and united deed, they

would (o heinoufly affront and injure
z

.

This mealure, therefore, being fecretly refolved

on, it was requisite, by degrees, to make the par-

liament adopt it, and to conduct them from vio-

lence to violence ; till this laft aft of atrocious ini-

quity mould feem in a manner wholly inevitable.

The king, in order to remove thofe fears and jea-

loufies, which were perpetually pleaded as reafons

for every invafion of the conftitution, had offered,

by a mefTage fent from Carifbroke-caitle, to refign,

during his own life, the power of the militia and

the nomination to all the great offices ; provided

that, after his demife, thefe prerogatives mould
revert to the crown a

. But the parliament acted

entirely as victors and enemies ; and, in all their

tranlactions with him, payed no longer any regard

to equity or reafon. At the instigation of the inde-

pendents and army, they neglected this offer, and

framed four proposals, which they fent him as pre-

liminaries -, and, before they would deign to treat,

they demanded his pofitive ailent to all of them.

By one, he was required to invert the parliament

with the military power for twenty years, together

with an authority to levy whatever money mould be

neceffary for exei cifing it : And even after the

twenty years mould be elapied, they referved a right

of reluming the fame authority, whenever they

z The following was a favourite text among the enthofiafts of that

age: " Let the high praii'es of God be in the months of his faints,

" and a two- fold fword in their hands, to execute vengeance upon
" the heathen and punifliment upon the people j to bind theii kings
" with chains, and their nobles with tetters of iron ; to execute
" upon them the judgments written : This honour have all his
" faints." Pfalm cxlix. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9. Hugh Peters, the mad
chaplain of Cromwel, preached frequently upon this text,

a Rufh. vol. viii. p, 8S0.

< fhould
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chap, fhould declare the fafety of the kingdom to require

v
-'**_, it. By the fecond, he was to recal all his procla-

164.7. mations and declarations againft the parliament,

and acknowledge that affembly to have taken arms

in their juft and neceffary defence. By the third,

he was to annul all the acts, and void all the pa-

tents of peerage, which had palled the great feal,

* fince it had been carried from London by lord-

keeper Littleton j and at the fame time, renounce for

the future the power of making peers without confent

of parliament. By the fourth, he gave the two houfes

power to adjourn as they thought proper : A demand
feemingly of no great importance , but contrived by
the independents, that they might be able to remove
the parliament to places where it fhould remain in

perpetual fubjection to the army b
.

1648. T-Hfi kjng regarded the pretenfion as unufual and
exorbitant, that he mould make fuch concefllons,

while not fecure of any fettlement j and fhould

blindly truft his enemies for the conditions which

they were afterwards to grant him. He required,

therefore, a perlbnal treaty with the parliament,

and defired, that all the terms on both fides fhould

be adjufted, before any conceffion, on either fide,

fhould be infilled on. The republican party in the

houfe pretended to take fire at this aniwer , and openly

inveighed, in violent terms, againlt the perfon and
government of the king ; whofe name, hitherto,

had commonly, in all debates, been mentioned

with fome degree of reverence. Ireton, feeming

to fpeak the fenfe of the army, under the appella-

tion of many thoufand godly men, who had ven-

tured their lives in defence of the parliament, faid,

that the king, by denying the four bills, had re-

fufed fafety and protection to his people ; that their

obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his

protection of them ; and that, as he had failed on

b Clarendon, vol- v. p. S3.

his
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his part, they were freed from all obligations to c H A ?•

allegiance, and muft fettle the nation, without con- ^^^l^
fulting any longer fo mifguided a prince e

. Crom- 164s.

wel, after giving an ample character of the valour,

good affections, and godlinefs of the army, . fub-

joined, that ic was expected the parliament fhould

guide and defend the kingdom by their own power
and reiblutions, and not accuftom the people any

longer to expect fafety and government from an

obitinate man, whofe heart God had hardened ; that

thofe who at the expence of their blood had hitherto

defended the parliament from fo many dangers,

would ftill continue, with fidelity and courage, to

protect them againfl all oppofition in this vigorous

ineafure. cc Teach them not," added he, <f by your
" neglecting your own fafety and that of the king-
" dom (in which theirs too is involved), to imagine
" themfelves betrayed, and their interests abandoned
<c to the rage and malice of an irreconcileable enemy,
" whom, for your fake, they have dared to pro-
u voke. Beware (and at thefe words he laid his
(c hand on his /wordJ, beware, left defpair caufe
" them to feek fafety by fome other means than by
iC adhering to you, who know not how to confulc
'* your own fafety V Such arguments prevailed

;

though ninety-one members had ftill the courage to

oppofe. It was voted, that no more addreffes be 15th Jan.

made to the king, nor any letters or meffages be

received from himj and that it be treafon for any
one, without leave of the two houfes, to have any
mtercourfe with him. The lords concurred in the

lame ordinance e
.

Bv this vote of non-addreiTes, fo it was called,

the king was in reality dethroned, and the whole
confticution formally overthrown. So violent a

rneafure was fupported by a declaration of the com-

c Cl. Walker, p. 7 o.
«i Idem, ibid.

_
e Hufh. vol. viii. p. 965. 967.

Vol. VII. I mons
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chap, mons no lefs violent. The blackeft calumnies were

yj*.
1*'^ there thrown upon the king; fuch as, even in their

1648. famous remonftrance, they thought proper to omit,

as incredible and extravagant : The poifoning of his

father, the betraying of Rochelle, the contriving

of the Irifh mailacre
f
. By Wafting his fame, had

that injury been in their power, they formed a very

proper prelude to the executing of violenee on his

perfon.

No looner had the king refufed hrs affent to the

four bills, than Hammond, by orders from the

army, removed all his fervants, cut off his corre-

fpondence with his friends, and {hut him up in dole

confinement. The king, afterwards Showed to fir

Philip Warwick, a decrepid old man, who, he faid,

was employed to kindle his fire, and was the beft

Company he enjoyed, during feveral months that

this rigorous confinement lafted g
. No arnufement

was allowed him, nor fociety, which might relieve

his anxious thoughts : To be fpeedily poifoned or

aiTailinated was the only profpect which he had every

moment before his eyes : For he entertained no ap-

prehenfion of a judicial fentence and execution j an-

event of which no htftory hitherto furniihed an ex-

ample. Meanwhile, the parliament was very in-

duftrious in publifhing, from time to time, the

intelligence which they received from Hammond y

how cheerful the king was, how pleafed with every

one that approached hi;;, how fatisfied in his p:e-

fent condition h
: As if the view of fuch benignity

and conftancy had rot been more proper to inflame,

than allay, the general companion of the people.

The great fource whence the king derived confola-

tion amidft all his calamities, was undoubtedly reli-

gion ; a principle which in him feems to have

contained nothing fierce or gloomy, nothing which

f Rufh, vol. viii. p. 998. Chrer.clon, vol. v. p. 93.
5 Warwick, p. 329. h Rufn. vol. viii. p. 9S9.

enraged
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enraged him againft his adverfaries, or terrified Mm chap,
with the difmal profpecl: of futurity. While every L _

X
*_

i

thing around him bore a hoftile afpect ; while friends, t6 4 s.

family, relations, whom he paffionately loved, were

placed at a diftance, and unable to ferve him ; he

repoied himfelf with confidence in the arms of that

Being who penetrates and fuftains all nature, and

whofe feverities, if- received with piety and refigna-

tion, he regarded as the fureft pledges of unexhaufted

favour.

The parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed Second

not in tranquillity that power which they had c war^

obtained with fo much violence and injuflice.

Combinations and confpiracies, they were fenlible,

were every where forming around them ; and Scot-

land, whence the king's caufe had received the firlt

fatal difafter, feemed now to promife its fupport and

aliifiance.

Before the furrender of the king's perfon at New-
caftle, and much more fince that event, the fubjects

of difcontent had been daily multiplying between the

two kingdoms. The independents, who began to

prevail, took all occafions of mortifying the Scots,

whom the prefbyterians looked oh with the greateit

affe&ion and veneration. When the Scottifh com-
miffioners, who, joined to a committee of English

lords and commons, had managed the war, were

ready to depart, it was propoled in parliament to

give them thanks for their civilities and good offices.

The independents infifted, that the words' Gccd offices

fhould be ftruck out; and thus the whole brotherly

friendfhip and intimate alliance with the Scots re-

folved itfelf into an acknowledgment of their being-

well-bred gentlemen.

The advance of the army to London, the fob-

jeftion of the parliament, the feizing of the king at

Holdenby, hio confinement in Carifbrcke-caitle,

were fo many blows fenfibly felt by that nation, as

threatening the final 6vcfthrovvofprefbytery, towh:ch

I a the/
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chap, they were fo paflionately devoted. The covenant

was profanely called, in the houfe of commons, an

1648. almanac out of date j
-, and that impiety, though

complained of, had paiTed uncenfured. Inflead of

being able to determine and eftablifh orthodoxy by

the fword and by penal ftatutes, they faw the fec-

tarian army, who were abfolute matters, claim an

unbounded liberty of confcience, which the prefby-

terians regarded with the utmoft abhorrence. All

the violences put on the king they loudly blamed,

as repugnant to the covenant, by which they flood

engaged to defend his royal perfon. And thofe

very actions of which they themfelves had been

guilty, they denominated treafon and rebellion,

when executed by an oppofite party.

The earls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Laneric,

who were fent to London, protefted againft the four

bills; as containing too great a diminution of the

king's civil power, and providing no fecurity for

religion. They complained, that notwithstanding

this proteftation, the bills were {till infifted on;

contrary to the folemn league, and to the treaty

between the two nations. And when they accom-
panied the Englilh commiffioners to the ifle of

Wight, they fecretly formed a treaty with the king,

for arming Scotland in his favour k
.

Invafion Three parties, at that time, prevailed in Scot-
f,0!n

, ,
land: The Rcyalills, who infilled upon the reftora-

Scotland, . r , , . ,
J

, . (.,.! .

tion of the king s authority, without any regard to

religious feels or tenets: Of thefe Montrofe, though
abfent, was regarded as the head. The Rigid

pref!<yteria;i^ who hated the king, even more than

rhey abhorred toleration ; and who determined to

give him no affiftance, till he mould fubferibe the

covenant: Thefe were governed by Argyle. The
Moderate prejbyterians, who endeavoured to recon-

cile the intereits of religion and of the crown, and

1 Cl. Walker, p. 80. k Clarendon, vol. v. p. 101.

6 hoped,
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hoped, by Supporting the prdby terian party in Eng- chap.
land, to fupprefs the Sectarian army, and to reinftate

the parliament, as well as the king, in their juft

freedom and authority : The two brothers, Hamil-
ton and Laneric, were leaders of this party.

When Pendennis caStle was Surrendered to the

parliamentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained

his liberty, returned into Scotland j and being ge-

neroufly determined to remember ancient favours,

more than recent injuries, he immediately em-
braced, with zeal and fuccefs, the protection of the

royal caufe. He obtained a vote from the Scottifh.

parliament to arm 40,000 men in fupport of th^

king's authority, and to call over a confiderable

body under Monro, who commanded the Scottifh

forces in Ulster. And though he openly protefted,

that the covenant was the foundation of all his mea-
sures, he fecretly entered into correfpondence with

the Englifh royalifts, fir Marmaduke Langdale and

iir Philip Mufgrave, who had levied confiderable

forces in the north of England.

The general affembly, who fat at the fame time,

and was guided by Argyle, dreaded the confequence

of thefe mealures, and forefaw that the oppofite

party, if fuccefsful, would effe£t the reftoration of

monarchy, without the establishment of preSbytery,

in England. To join the king before he had fub-

fcribed the covenant was, in their eyes, to reftore

him to his honour before Chrift had obtained his
1

;

and they thundered out anathemas again!!: every one
who paid obedience to the parliament. Two Su-

preme independent judicatures were erected in the

kingdom j one threatening the people with damna-
tion and eternal torments, the other with impriSon-

ment, banifhment, and military execution. The
people were diffracted in their choice ; and the ar-

mament of Hamilton's party, though feconded by

1 Whitlocke, p. 305.

I 3 all
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c ii A P. all the civil power, went on but flowly. The roy-

l ^-'-.j a^s ne v,'ou^ not as yec a^ow to J°^n him
> ^ ne

1648. might give offence to the ecclefiaftical party

;

though he fecretly promifed them truft and prefer-

ment as foon as his army mould advance into Eng-
land.

While the Scots were making preparations for

the invafion of England, every part of that king-

dom was agitated with tumults, infurrections, con-

fpirac.ies, difcontents. It is feldom that the people

gain any thing by revolutions in government j be-

caufe the new fetclement, jealous and infecure, muft
commonly be fupported with more expence and

feverity than the old : But on no occafion was the

truth of this maxim more fcnfibly felt, than in the

prefent fituation of England. Complaints againft:

the oppreffion of fliip- money, againft the tyranny

6fthe ftar-chamber, had roufed the people to arms:

And having gained a complete victory over the

crown, they found themfelves loaded with a mul-
tiplicity of taxes, formerly unknown ; and fcarcely

an appearance of law and liberty remained in the

adminiftration. The prefbyterians, who had chiefly

fupported the war, were enraged to find the prize
?

juft when it feemed within their reach, fnatched

by violence from them. The royalifls, difappointed

in their expectations, by the cruel treatment which
the king now received from the army, wereftrongly

animated to reftore him to liberty, and to recover

the advantages which they had unfortunately loft.

All orders of men were inflamed with indignation

at feeing the military prevail over the civil power,

and king and parliament at once reduced to fub-

jection by a mercenary army. Many perfons of
family and diftinction had, from the beginning of

the war, adhered to the parliament : But all thefe

were, by the new party, deprived of authority $

and every office was entrufled to the moft ignoble

part of the nation. A bafe populace exalted above

their
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their fuperiors : Hypocrites exercifing iniquity un- c
J

1 a p.

der the vizor of religion : Thelc circumftances pro- i ,

-„-'
i

mi fed not much liberty or lenity to the people; and 1648.

thefe were now found united in the fame ufurped and

illegal admin iftration.

Though the whole nation fcemed to combine in

thei- hatred of military tyranny, the ends which the

federal parties purfued were fo different, that little

e rt was oblerved in their infurrections. Lang-
t, and Powel, prefbyterian officers, who

I bodbas of troops in Wales, were the

; ed themfelves; and they drew toge-

. lerabte army in thofe part.-, which were

- rremely devoted to the ioyal caufe. An infur-

reclion was ra
;r

: in Kent by young Hales and the

earl of Norwich. Lord Capel, fir Charles Lucas,

fir Geoige Lifle, excitea connnotions in EiTex.

The earl of Holland, who had fcveral times changed
fides fince the commencement of the civil wars,

endeavoured to affemble forces in Surrey. Pomfret
caftle in Yorkfhire was furprifed by Maurice. Lang-
dale and Mufgrave were in arms, and mailers of
Berwic and Carlide in the north.

What feemed the mod dangerous circumftance,

the general fpirit of difcontent had feized the fleet.

Seventeen mips, lying in the mouth of the river, de-
clared for the king ; and putting Rainfborow, their

admiral, afhore, failed over to Holland, where the

prince of Wales took the command of them m
.

The Englifh royalifts exclaimed loudly againft

Hamilton's delays, which they attributed to a re-

fined policy in the Scots j as if their intentions were,

that all the king's party mould firft be fupprefled,

and the victory remain folely to the prefbyterians.

Hamilton, with better reafon, complained of the

precipitate humour of the Engliih royalifts, who, by

if Clarendon, vol. v. p. 137.

I 4 their
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CHAP, their ill-timed infurrections, forced him to march

L _ _'_, hjs army before his levies were completed, or his

1648. preparations in any forwardnefs.

No commotions beyond a tumult of the ap-

prentices, which was foon fupprefled, were raifed in

London : The terror of the army kept the citizens

in fubjection. The parliament was fo overawed,

that they declared the Scots to be enemies, and all

who joined them traitors. Ninety members, how-
ever, of the lower hcufe had the courage to difient

from this vote.

Cromwel and the military council prepared

themfelves with vigour and conduct for defence.

The eftablifhment of the army was at this time

26,000 men ; but by enlitting fupernumeraries, the

regiments were greatly augmented, and commonly
confifted of more than double their ftated comple-

ment n
. Colonel Horton firit attacked the revolted

troops in Wales, and gave them a confiderable de-

feat. The remnants of the vanquifhed threw them-
felves into Pembroke, and were there clofely be-

iieged, and foon after taken, by Cromwel. Lambert
was oppofed to Langdale and Mufgrave in the

north, and gained advantages over them. Sir

Michael Livefey defeated the earl of Holland at

Kingfton, and purfuing his victory, took him pri-

foner at St. Neots. Fairfax, having routed the

Kentifh royaiifts at Maidftone, followed the broken
army: And when they joined the royalifts of Effex,

and threw themfelves into Colchefter, he laid fiege

to that place, which defended itfelf to the laft ex-

tremity. A new fleet was manned, and fent out

under the command of Warwic, to oppofe the re-

voked fhips, of which the prince had taken the

command.
While the forces were employed in all quarter?,

the parliament regained its liberty, and began to

n VVhklocke, p. 2S4.

ad
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act with its wonted courage and fpirit. The mem- chap.
bers, who had withdrawn, from terror of the army, '

x '

returned ; and infufing boldnefs into their compa- i6+s.

nions, reftored to the prefbyterian party the afcend-

ant, which it had formerly loft. The eleven im-

peached members were recalled, and the vote, by

which they were expelled, was reverfed. The vote

too of non-addieffes was repealed j and commiflion-

ers, five peers and ten commoners, were fent to

Newport in the iile of Wight, in order to treat

with the kino; °. He was allowed to fummon fe-

veral of his friends and old counlellors, that he

might have their advice in this important tranfac-

tion ?
. The theologians, on both fides, armed with

their fyllogifms and quotations, attended as auxilia-

ries q
. By thern the flame had firft been raifed j

and their appearance was but a bad prognoftic of

its extinction. Any other inftruments feemed better

adapted for a treaty of pacification.

When the king prefented himfelf to this com- !g th Sept.

pany, a great and fenfible alteration was remarked Treaty of

in his afpect, from what it appeared the year before,
N6^*01

"

1 *

when he refided at Hampton-court. The moment
his fervants had been removed, he had laid afide all

care of his perfon, and had allowed his beard and
hair to grow, and to hang difhevelled and neglected.

His hair was become almoft entirely grey ; either

from the decline of years, or from that load of
forrows, under which he laboured, and which,

though borne with constancy, preyed inwardly on
his fenfible and tender mind. His friends beheld

with compafiion, and perhaps even his enemies,

that grey and difcrcrjuned heady as he himfelf terms
it, in a copy of verfes, which the truth of the fen-

timent, rather than any elegance of expreffion, ren-

ders very pathetic \ Having in vain endeavoured

Clarendon, vol. v. p, i2o. Sir Edward Walker's perfect copies,

p. 6. P [bid. p. 8. i Ibid. p. S. 38. » Burnet's
Memoirs of Hamilton.. ..

by
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chap, by courage to defend his throne from his armed
'

_ f

adve- 1 iries, it new behoved him, by reafoning and

J64.8. perfuafion, to fave fome fragments of it from thefe

peaceful, and no lefs implacable negotiators.

The vigour of the king's mind, notwithstanding

the feeming decline of his body, here appeared un-

broken and undecayed. The parliamentary c m-
mifiioners would allow none of his counfel to be

prefent, and refufed to enter into reafoning with any

but himfelf. He alone, during the tranfactions of

two months, was obliged to maintain the argument
againft fifteen men of the greateft parts and capa-

city in both houfes ; and no advantage was ever ob-

tained over him 5

. This was the fcene, above all

others, in which he was qualified to exed. A
quick conception, a cultivated underftanding, a

chafte elocution, a dignified manner -, by thefe ac-

complifhments he triumphed in all difcufiions of

cool and temperate reafoning. The king is much
changed, faid the earl of Salisbury to fir Philip

Warwic : He is extremely improved of late. No,
replied fir Philip ; he was always Jo : But you are

now at lafi Jenfible of it \ Sir Henry Vane, dif-

courfing with his fellow- commiffioners, drew an ar-

gument from the king's uncommon abilities, why
the terms of pacification muft be rendered more
ftrift and rigid". But Charles's capacity fhone not

equally in action as in reafoning.

The firft point, infilled on by the parliamentary

commiilioners, was the king's recalling all his

proclamations and declarations againft the parlia-

ment, and the acknowledging that they had taken
arms in their own defence. He frankly offered

the former concefflon ; but long fcrupled the lat-

ter. The falfehood, as well as indignity, of that

acknowledgment, begat in his breaft an extreme re-

8 Herbert's Memoirs, p. 72. ' Warwick, p. 324.
u Clarendon, Sir Edward Walker, p. 319.

Uiclance
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iuctance againft it, The king had, no doubt, in chap.
fome particulars of moment, invaded, from a feem-

s
_

"

..'

ing neceffity, the privileges of his people : But 1648*

having renounced all claim to ihefe ufurped powers,

having confelTed his errors, and having repaired

every breach in the conftitution, and even erected

new ramparts, in order to fecure it; he could no
longer, at the commencement of the war, be re-

prefented as the aggreiTor. However it might be
pretended, that the former difplay of his arbitrary

inclinations, or rather his monarchical principles,

rendered an offenfive or preventive war in the par-

liament prudent and reafonable; it could never,

in any propriety of fpeech, make it be termed

a defenfive one. But the parliament, fenfible

that the letter of the law condemned them
as rebels and traitors, deemed this point abfo-

lutely neceffary for their future fecurity : And
the king, finding that peace could be obtained on
no other terms, at laft yielded to it. He only

entered a proteft, which was admitted j that no
concelTion made by him mould be valid, unlefs

the whole treaty of pacification were conclud-

ed \
He agreed that the parliament mould retain,

during the term of twenty years, the power over the

militia and army, and that of levying what money
they pleafed for their fupport. He even yielded

to them the right of refuming, at any time after-

wards, this authority, whenever they mould de-

clare fuch a refumption neceiTary for public fafety.

In effect:, the important power of the fword was for

ever ravifhed from him and his fuccelTors *.

He agreed, that all the great offices, during
twenty years, mould be filled by both houfes of
parliament 7

. He relinquifhed to them the entire

government of Ireland, and the conduct of the war

t W-Uk'-r, p. 11, iz. 24. * Ibid. p. 511 v Ibid. p. 73.

{here*
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chap, there
z

. He renounced the power of the wards,

1_
LIX

*
,
and accepted of 100,000 pounds a year, in lieu of

,64s. it \ He acknowledged the validity of their great

fea), and gave up his own b
. He abandoned the

power of creating peers without confent of parlia-

ment. And he agreed, that all the debts contracted

in order to fupport the war againft him, fhould be

paid by the people.

So great were the alterations made on the Eng-
lifh constitution by this treaty, that the king faid,

not without reafon, that he had been more an ene-

my to his people by thefe conceffions, could he

have prevented them, than by any other action of

his life.

Of all the demands of the parliament, Charles

refufed only two. Though he relinquifhed almoft

every power of the crown, he would neither give

up his friends to punifhment, nor defert what he

efteemed his religious duty. The fevere repent-

ance, which he had undergone, for abandoning

Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed him in the

refolution never again to be guilty of a like error.

His long folitude and fevere afflictions had contri-

buted to rivet him the more in chofe religious prin-

ciples, which had ever a confiderable influence over

him. His delire, however, of finifhing an accom-
modation induced him to go as far in both thefe

particulars, as he thought any -wife confident with

his duty.

Thz eftates of the royalifts being, at that time,

almoft entirely under fequeftration, Charles, who
could give them no protection, confented that they

fhould pay fuch compofitions as they and the par-

liament could agree on ; and only begged that they

might be made as moderate as pofiibie. He had
not the difpofal of offices ; and it feemed but a

fmali facrifice to confent, that a certain number of

* Walker, p. 45. Ibid. p. 69. 77. *> Ibid. p. 56. 63.

his
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his friends fhould be rendered incapable of public c H A p *

employments . But when the parliament de- ^_
'

t

manded a bill of attainder and banifhment againlt i6*s.

feven perfons, the marquefs of Newcastle, lord

Digby, lord Biron, fir Marmaduke Langdale, fir

Richard Granville, fir Francis Doddington, and

Judge Jenkins, the king abfolutely refufed compli-

ance : Their banifhment for a limited time he was

willing to agree to
d

.

Religion was the fatal point about which the

differences had arifen ; and of all others, it was the

leaft fufceptible of compofition or moderation be-

tween the contending parties. The parliament in-

filled on the eftablifhment of prefbytery, the fale of

the chapter lands, the abolition of all forms of

prayer, and ftrict laws againft catholics. The king

offered to retrench every thing which he did not

efteem of apoftolical infticution : He was willing to

abolifh archbiihops, deans, prebends, canons : He
offered, that the chapter lands fhould be let at low
leafes during ninety-nine years : He con fen ted, that

the prefent church government fhould continue dur-

ing three years
e
. After that time, he required not

that any thing fhould be reftored to bifhops but the

power of ordination, and even that power to be ex-

er-cifed by advice of the prefbyters f
. If the parlia-

ment, upon the expiration of that period, ftill infift-

ed on their demand, all other branches of epifcopal

jurifdiction were abolifhed, and a new form of church
government muff, by common confent, be eftablifh-

ed. The book of common prayer he was willing to

renounce, but required the liberty of ufing fome
other liturgy in his own chapel s

: A demand which,
though feemingly reafonable, was politively refafed

:he parliament.

c Walker, p Ci. d Ibid. p. 91. 93. e ibid. p . ,
9 .

3i. 4.9.
:" Ibid. v. 65. B Ibid. p. 75. ?;. Rufl£ vol. viii.

p. 1313.

In
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chat. In the difpute on thefe articles, one is not fur-

y
_

LIX>
_. prifed, that two of the parliamentary theologians

o^4g. lhould tell the king, That if he did not ccnfent to the

utter abolition of epifcopacy, he would be damned.

But it is not without fome indignation that we read

the following vote of the lords and commons:
" The houfes, out of their deteftation to that abo-
" minable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do declare,
<f that they cannot admit of, or content unto, any
" fuch indulgence in any law, as is defired by his

tc majefly, for exempting the queen and her family
ec from the penalties to be enacled againft the exer-
fc cife of the mafsV The treaty of marriage, the

regard to the queen's fex and high ftation, even com-
mon humanity ; all considerations were undervalued*

in comparifon of their bigoted prejudices'.

It was evidently the intereft, both of king and

parliament, to finifn their treaty with all expedition ;

and endeavour, by their combined force, to refill, if

poflible, the ufurping fury of the army. It fcemed
even the intereft of the parliament, to leave in the

king's hand a considerable fhare ofauthority, by which
he might be enabled to protect them and himfelffrom
fo dangerous an enemy. But the terms on which
they in fifted were fo rigorous, that the king, fearing

no worfe from the moft implacable enemies, was in

no hade to come to a conclufion. And ib great was
the bigotry on both fides, that they were willing to

facrifice the greateft civil interefts, rather than relin-

quifh the moft minute of their theological conten-

tions. ' From thefe caufes, affifted by the artifice of
the independents, the treaty was fpun out to fuch a

length, that the invafions and infurrections were every

where fubdued -, and the army had leifure to execute

their violent and fanguinary purpofes.

Civil war Hamilton, having entered England with a nu-
and inva. merous, although undifciplined, army, durft not
lion re- a k '

pieficd.
b Walker, p. 71. : note [E] at the e.nd of die volume.

unite
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unite his forces with thofe of Langdale ; becaufe the chap.
T TV"

Englifh royalifts had refufed to take the covenant ; , - —
* j

and the Scottifh prefbyterians, though engaged for ,64?.

the king, refufed to join -them on any other terms.

The two armies marched together, though at fome
diftance; nor could even the approach of the par-

liamentary army, under Cromwel, oblige the cove-

nanters to confult their own fafety, by a clofe union

with the royalifts. When principles are fo abfurd and
fo deilructive of human ibciety, it may fafely be

averred, chat the more fincere and the more difin-

terefled they are, they only become the more ridicu-

lous and more odious.

Cromwel feared not fo oppofe 8000 men, to the

numerous armies of 20,cco, commanded by Ha-
milton and Langdale. He attacked the latter by

furprife, near Prefton in Lancashire k
^ and, though

the royalifts made a brave refiftance, yet not being

fuccoured in time by their confederates, they were

almoft entirely cut in pieces. Hamilton was next

attacked, put to rout, and purfued to Utoxeter, where
he surrendered himfelf pnfoner. Cromwel followed

his advantage ; and marching into Scotland with a

considerable body, joined Argyle, who was alfo in

arms ; and having fupprened Laneric, Monro, and
other moderate prefbyterians, he placed the power
entirely in the hands of the violent party. The eo
clefiaftical authority, exalted above the civil, exer-

cifed the fevered vengeance on all who had a fhare

in Hamilton's engagement, as it was called; nor

could any of that party recover truft, or even live in

fafety, but by doing folemn and public penance for

taking arms,, by authority of parliament, in defence

of their lawful fovereign.

The chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firft,

countenanced Hamilton's enterprife, being terrified

with the menaces of the clergy, had, fome time

* 17th of Auguft,

4 before,
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chap, before, gone over to the other party ; and he now
. ^

'_, openly in the church, though inverted with the

1648. higheft civil character in the kingdom, did penance

for his obedience to the parliament, which he termed

a carnal Jelf-Jeeking. He accompanied his penance

with fo many tears, and fuch pathetical addreffes to

the people for their prayers in this his uttermoft for-

row and diftrefs, that an univerfal weeping and la-

mentation took place among the deluded audience 1

.

The loan of great fums of money, often to the

ruin of families, was exacted from all fuch as lay

under any fufpicion of favouring the king's party,

though their conduct had been ever fo inoffenfive.

This was a device, fallen upon by the ruling party,

in order, as they faid, to reach Heart Malignants m
:

Never, in this ifland, was known a more fevere and

arbitrary government, than was generally exercifed

by the patrons of liberty in both kingdoms.

Tke fiege of Colchetter terminated in a manner
no lefs unfortunate than Hamilton's engagement,

for the royal caufe. After fuftenng the utmoft ex-

tremities of famine, after feeding on the vileft ali-

ments , the garrifon dented, at lad, to capitulate.

Fairfax required them to furrender at difcretion

:

and he gave fuch an explanation to thefe terms, as

to rcierve to himfelf power, if he pleafed, to put
them all inftantly to the fword. The officers en-

deavoured, though in vain, to perfuade the foldiers,

by making a vigorous fally, to break through, at

lead to fell their lives as dear as pofiible. They
were obliged n

to accept of the conditions offered ,

and Fairfax, inftigated by Ireton, to whom Crom-
wel, in his abfence, had configned over the govern-
ment of the paffive general, feized fir Charles Lucas
and fits George Lifle, and refolded to make them
inftanc itcrifices to military jultice. This unufual

feverity was loudly exclaimed againft by all the

1 Whitlocke, p. 360. "> Gutliry. « i8th of Atiguft.

prifonerp.
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priToners. Lord Capel, fearlefs of danger, re- CH ^ p*

proached Ireton vvich it; and challenged him, as
,

V^
they were all engaged in the lame honourable caufe, 164.8.

to exercife the fame impartial vengeance on all of

them Lucas was firft fhot, and he himfelf gave

orders to fire, with the fame alacrity as if he had
commanded a platoon of his own foldiers. Lifle

inftantiy ran and killed the dead body, then cheer-

fully prefented himfelf to a like fate. Thinking
that the foldiers, deftmed for his execution, flood at

too great a diftance, he called to them to come
nearer: One of them replied, Til warrant you, Sir,

we'll hit you : He anfwered, fmiUng, friends, I
have been nearer you when you have mijfedme. Thus
perLned this generous fpirit, not lei's btkwed for

his modefcy and humanity, than elleemed for his

courage and military conduct.

Soon after, a gentleman appearing in the king's

prefence, clothed in mourning for fir Charles Lu-
cas • that humane prince, fuddenly recollecting the

hard fare of his friends, paid them a tribute, which

none of his own unparalleled misfortunes ever ex-

torted from him : He diffolved into a flood of

tears °.

By thefe multiplied fuccelTes of the army, they

had fubdued all their enemies ; and none remained

but the helplefs king and parliament, to oppofe

their violent meafures. From Cromwel's fuggef-

tion, a remonftrance was drawn by the council of

general officers, and fent to the parliament. They
there complain of the treaty with the king) de-

mand his punilhment for the blood fpilt during the

war ; require a dilfolution of the p'refent parlia-

ment, and a more equal reprefentation for the

future ; and affert, that, though fervants, they are

entitled to reprefent thefe important points to their

mailers, who are themfelves no better than fer-

vants and truftees of the people. At the fame

• Whitlocke.

Vol. VII. K time,
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CHAP, time, they advanced with the army to Windfor,

^
LIX>

_t and fent colonel Eure to feize the king's perfon at

1648. Newport, and convey him to Hurft caftle in the
The king neighbourhood, where he was detained in drift
feized %
ig»nby

confinement.
.

the army. This meafure being foreleen lome time before,

the king was exhorted to make his efcape, which

was conceived to be very eafy : But having given

his word to the parliament not to attempt the re-

covery of his liberty during the treaty, and three

weeks after j he would not, by any perfuafion, be

induced to hazard the reproach of violating that

promife. In vain was it urged, that a promife

given to the parliament could no longer be bind-

ing ; fince they could no longer afford him pro-

tection from violence, threatened him by other

perfons, to whom he was bound by no tie or en-

gagement. The king would indulge no refinements

of cafuiftry, however plaufible, in fuch delicate fub-

jecls i and was refolved, that what depredations

foever fortune fhould commit upon him, fhe never

ihould bereave him of his honour 9
.

The parliament loft not courage, notwithstanding

the danger with which they were ib nearly menaced.

Though without any plan for refilling military ufurp-

ations, they refolved to withftand them to the ut-

termoft j and rather to bring on a violent and vifi-

ble fubverfion of government, than lend their au-

thority to thofe illegal and fanguinary meafures

which were projected. They fet afide the remon-
flrance of the army, without deigning to anfwer it

;

they voted the feizing of the king's perfon to be

without their confent, and fent a mefiage to the ge-

neral, to know by what authority that enterprife

had been executed ; and they iflued orders, that the

army Ihould advance no nearer to London.
Hollis, the prefent leader of the prefbyterians,

was a man of unconquerable intrepidity j and many
P Col. Cooke's Memoirs,.. p. 174. Rufli. vol, vlii. p. 1347.

others
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Others of that party feconded his magnanimous fpirit.

It was propofed by them, that the generals and

principal officers fhould, for their difobedience and 164.S

ufurpations, be proclaimed traitors by the par-

liament.

But the parliament was dealing with men who
would not be frightened by words, nor retarded by

any fcrupulous delicacy. The generals, under the

name of Fairfax (for he ftill allowed them to employ
his name), marched the army to London, and

placing guards in Whitehall, the Meufe, St. James's,

Durham-houfe, Covent-garden, and Palace-yard,

furrounded the parliament with their hoftile arma-

ments.

The parliament, deftitute of all hopes of pre- Decemb.G.

vailing, retained, however, courage to refill. They The houfe

attempted, in the face of the army, to clofe their pursed -

treaty with the king j and, though they had formerly

voted his concefTions with regard to the church and
delinquents to be unfatisfactory, they now took into

confideration the final refolution with regard to the

whole. After a violent debate of three days, it was
carried, by a majority of 129 againft 83, in the

houfe of commons, that the king's concefTions were

a foundation for the houfes to proceed upon in the

fettlement of the kingdom.
Next day, when the commons were to meet,

colonel Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed

the houfe with two regiments ; and, directed by lord

Grey of Groby, he feized in the pafiage forty-one

members of the prefbyterian party, and fent them
to a low room, which pafied by the appellation of
belli whence they were afterwards carried to feveral

inns. Above 160 members more were excluded j

and none were allowed to enter but the mod furious

and mod determined of trie independents; and
thefe exceeded not the number of fifty or fixty.

This invafion of the parliament commonly pafied

K 2 under
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chap, under the name of colonel Pride's purge ; fo much
y '

'
, difpoied was the nation to make merry with the

1648. dethroning of thofe members, who had violently

arrogated the whole authority of government, and
deprived the king of his legal prerogatives.

The fubfequent proceedings of the parliament, if

this diminutive aflembly deferve that honourable

name, retain not the lead appearance of law, equity,

or freedom. They inftantly reverfed the former

vote, and declared the king's conceffions unfatisfac-

tory. They determined, that no member, abfent

at this laft vote, fhould be received, till he fub-

icribed it as agreeable to his judgment. They re-

newed their former vote of non-addrefTes. And
they committed to prifon fir William Waller, fir

John Clotworthy, the generals MafTey, Brown,
Copley, and other leaders of the prefbyterians.

Thefe men, by their credit and authority, which

was then very high, had, at the commencement of

the war, fupported the parliament ; and thereby

prepared the way for the greatnefs of the prefenj:

leaders, who, at that time, were of fmall account

in the nation.

The fecluded members having publifhed a paper,

containing a narrative of the violence which- had
been exercifed upon them, and a proteftation, that

all acts were void, which from that time had been

tranfacted in the houfe of commons ; the remaining

members encountered it with a declaration, in which
they pronounced it falfe, fcandalous, feditious, and

tending to the deftruction of the vifible and funda-

mental government of the kingdom.
These fudden and violent revolutions held the

whole nation in terror and aflonifhment. Every
man dreaded to be trampled under foot, in the

contention between thofe mighty powers which
difputed for the fovereignty of the (late. Many
began to withdraw their . effects beyond fea : Fo-

reigners
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reigners fcrupled to give any credit to a people, fo chap.
torn by domeftic faction, and oppreilcd by mili- ,

LIX
'

,

tary usurpation : Even the internal commerce of 164!;.

the kingdom began to ftagnate : And in order to

remedy thefe growing evils, the generals, in the

name of the army, publiflied a declaration, in which

they expreffed their refolution of fupporting law

and juftice'1

.

The more to quiet the minds of men, the coun-.

cil of officers took into confideration, a fcheme called

The agreement of the people; being the plan of a

republic, to be fubftituted in the place of that go-

vernment which they had fo violently pulled in

pieces. Many parts of this fcheme, for correcting

the inequalities of the reprefentative, are plaufible;

had the nation been difpofed to receive it, or had

the army intended to impole it. Other parts are too

perfect for human nature, and favour ftrongly of that

fanatical fpirit fo prevalent throughout the king-

dom.
The height of all iniquity and fanatical extrava- *

gance yet remained , the public trial and execution

of their fovereign. To this period was every mea-
fure precipitated by the zealous independents. The
parliamentary leaders of that party had intended,

that the army, themfelves, mould execute that dar-

ing enterprise ; and they deemed fo irregular and

lawlefs a deed beft fitted to fuch irregular and law-

lefs inftruments
r
. But the generals were too wife

to load themfelves fingly with the infamy which,

they knew, muft attend an action fo fhockmg to

the general fentiments of mankind. The parlia-

ment, they were refolved, fhould fhare with them
the reproach of a mealure which was thought re-

quifite for the advancement of their common ends

of fafety and ambition. In the houfe of commons,
therefore, a committee was appointed to bring in a

9 Rufli. vol. viii. p. 1 364-. r Whitlocke.

K 3 charge
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charge againft the king. On their report a vote

parled, declaring it treafon in a king to levy war

16*8. againft his parliament, and appointing a High
Court of Justice to try Charles for this new-in-

vented treafon. This vote was fent up to the houfe

of peers.

The houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had,

all along, been of fmall account; but it had lately,

fince the king's fall, become totally contemptible

;

and very few members would fubmit to the morti-

fication of attending it. It happened, that day, to

be fuller than ufual, and they were affembled, to the

number of fixteen. Without one diffenting voice,

and almoft without deliberation, they inftantly reject-

ed the vote of the lower houfe, and adjourned them-
felves for ten days; hoping that this delay would
be able to retard the furious career of the commons.

l649 . : The commons were not to be flopped by ib fmall

an obftacle. Having firfl eftabliflied a principle,

which is noble in itfelf, and feems fpecious, but is

belied by all hiftory and experience, 'That the people

are the origin of all jufi pczver ; they next declared,

that the commons of England, affembled in parlia-

ment, being chofen by the people, and reprefenting

them, are the fupreme authority of the nation, and
that whatever is enacted and declared to be law by
the commons, hath the force of Jaw, without* the

January^ confent of king or houfe of peers. The ordinance

for the trial of Charles Stuart, king of England, fo

they called him, was again read, and unanimoufly

affented to.

In proportion to the enormity of the violences

and ufurpations, were augmented the pretences of
fanctity, among thofe regicides. iC Should any
<c one have voluntarily propofed," faid Cromwel
in the houfe, " to bring the king to puniihment,
•* I fhould have regarded him as the greateft trai-

tor; but, fince providence and neceflity have
cafl us upon it, I will pray tg God for a bleffing

e on

cc
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»

*r on your counfels; though I am not prepared to c
^ l£

v -

** give you any advice on this important occafion. u_v
_*

" Even I myfelf," fubjoined he, " when I was 1649

" lately offering up petitions for his majefty's refto-

*' ration, felt my tongue cleave to the roof of my
" mouth, and confidered this preternatural move-
*c ment as the anfvver which heaven, having reject-

" ed the king, had fent to my fupplications."

A woman of Hertfordfhire, illuminated by pro-

phetical vifions, defired admittance into the military

council, and communicated to the officers a revela-

tion, which affured them that their meafures were

confecrated from above, and ratified by a heavenly

fan&ion. This intelligence gave them great com-
fort, and much confirmed them in their prefent re-

solutions
s
.

Colonel Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the

moll furious enthufiaft in the army, was lent with

a ftrong party to conduct the king to London. At
Windfor, Hamilton, who was there detained a

prifoner, was admitted into the king's prefence;

and falling on his knees, paffionately exclaimed,

My dear majier !—/ have indeed been Jo to you, re-

plied Charles, embracing him. No farther inter-

courfe was allowed between them. The king was
inftantly hurried away. Hamilton long followed him
with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and prognosti-

cated, that, in this fhort falutation, he had given

the laft adieu to his fovereign and his friend.

Charles himfelf was affured, that the period of
his life was now approaching ; but notwithstanding

all the preparations which were making, and the in-

telligence which he received, he could not, even
yet, believe that his enemies really meant to con-
clude their violences by a public trial and execution.

A private affaffination he every moment looked for;

and though Harrifon affured him, that his appre-

8 Whitlocke, p. 360.

K 4 henfions
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C
li-

P
* nen flons were entirely groundlefs, it was by that

v_-.^^-!^< catailr'ophc, (o frequent with dethroned princes,

jO+j. that he expected to terminate his life. In appear-

ance, as well as in reality, the king was now de-

throned. All the exterior lymbols of fovereignty

were withdrawn, and his attendants had orders to

ferve him without ceremony. At flrft, he was

Shocked with infrances of rudenefs and familiarity,

to which he had been fo litde accitftomed. Nrthing

Jo contemptible as a dejpijed prince I was the reflec-

tion which they fuggefled to him But he foon re-

conciled his mind to this, as he had done to his

other calamities.

All the circumftances of the trial were now ad-

justed ; and the high court of juftice fully confti-

tuted. It confifted of 133 perfons, as named by

the commons j but there fcarcely ever fat above

70 : So difficult was it, notwithstanding the blind-

nefs of prejudice and the allurements of intereft,

to engage men of any name or character in that

criminal meafure. Cromwel, Ireton, Harrifon,

and the chief officers of the army, moft of them of

mean birth, were members, together with fome of

the lower houfe and fome citizens of London. The
twelve judges were at firft appointed in the number

:

But as they had affirmed, that it was contrary to

all the ideas of Kngiifh law to try the king for trea-

fon, by whofe authority all accufations for treafon

muft neceflarily be conducted ; their names, as well

as thofe of fome peers, were afterwards ftruck out,

Bradfhaw, a lawyer, was cholen prefident. Coke
was appointed iblicitor for the people of England.

Doriflaus, Steele, and A Ike, were named afliftants.

The court fat in Weftminfter-hall.

It is remarkable, that, in calling over the court,

when the crier pronounced the name of Fairfax,

which had been inferted in the number, a voice came
from one of the fpectators, and cried, He has more

%vit than to be here. When the charge was read

againft
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againft: the king, In the name of the people of Eng- chap.
land; the fame voice exclaimed, Not a tenth -part ,_ _.

'

^
cf them. Axtel the officer, who guarded the court, 164-9.

giving orders to fire into the box whence thefe in-

folent fpeeches came; it was difcovered, that lady

Fairfax was there, and that it was fhe who had had

the courage to utter them. She was a perfon of no-

ble extraction, daughter, of Horace, lord Vere of

Tilbury; but being feduced by the violence of the

times, fhe had long feconded her humand's zeal

againft the royal caufe, and was now, as well as he,

(truck with abhorrence at the fatal and unexpected

confequence of all his boafted victories.

The pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this The king's

tranfaction correfponded to the greateft conception tnal*

that is fuggefted in the annals of human kind ; the

delegates of a great people fitting in judgment upon
their fupreme magistrate, and trying him for his

mifgovernment and breach of truft. The folicitor,

in the name of the commons, reprefented, that

Charles Stuart, being admitted king of England,

and entrujled with a limited power
; yet nevei the-

lefs, from a wicked defign to erect an unlimited

and tyrannical government, had traiteroufly and
malicioufly levied war againft the. prefent parlia-

ment, and the people whom they reprefented, and
was therefore impeached as a tyrant, traitor, mur-
derer, and a public and implacable enemy to the

commonwealth. After the charge was finiihed, the

prefident directed his diicourfe to the king, and
told him, that the court expected his anfwer.

The king, though long detained a prifoner, and
now produced as a criminal, lultained, by his mag-
nanimous courage, the majefty of a monarch.
With great temper and dignity, he declined the au-

thority of the court, and refufed to fubmit himlelf

to their jurisdiction. He reprefented, that having

been engaged in treaty with his two houfes of par-

liament, and having finifhed aimoit every article,

he
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c h a P. he had expecled to be brought to his capital in

L -
1

*1
_,

another manner, and ere this time, to have been

J649. reftored to his power, dignity, revenue, as well as

to his perfonal liberty : That he could not now per-

ceive any appearance of the upper houfe, fo effential

a member of the conftitution ; and had learned, that

even the commons, whofe authority was pretended,

were iubdued by lawlefs force, and were bereaved

of their liberty : That he himielf was their native
hereditary king; nor was the whole authority of

the ftate, though free and united, entitled to try

him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme
Majefty of heaven : That, admitting thofe extra-

vagant principles which levelled all orders of men,
the court could plead no power delegated by the

people ; unlefs the confent of every individual, down
to the meaneft and moft ignorant peaiant, had been

previoufly afked and obtained : That he acknow->

ledged, without fcruple, that he had a truji com-
mitted to him, and one moft facred and inviolable

;

he was entrufted with the liberties of his people,

and would not now betray them, by recognifing a

power founded on the moft atrocious violence and
ufurpation : That having taken arms, and fre-

quently expofed his life in defence of public liberty,

of the conftitution, of the fundamental laws of the

kingdom, he was willing, in this laft and moft fo-

lemn fcene, to feal with his blood thofe precious

rights for which, though in vain, he had lb long

contended : That thofe who arrogated a title to fit

as his judges, were born his fubjects, and born
fubjects to thofe laws, which determined, That the

king ran do no wrong: That he was not reduced to

the necefllty of lheltering himfelf under this general

maxim, which guards every Englifh monarch, even
the leaft deferving; but was able, by the moft fatisfac-

tory realbns, to juftify thole meafures in which he
had been engaged : That, to the whole world, and

even to them, his pretended judges, he was defir-

ous,
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ous, if called upon in another manner, to prove the

integrity of his conduct, and afiert the juftice of

thole defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly and 16+9.

unfortunately, he had had recourfe: But that, in

order to preferve a uniformity of conduct, he mull
at prefent forego the apology of his innocence; left,

by ratifying an authority, no better founded than

that of robbers and pirates, he be juftly branded as

the betrayer, inftead of being applauded as the mar-
tyr, of the conftitution.

The prefident, in order to fupport the majefty of

the people, and maintain the fuperiority of his

court above the prifoner, ftill inculcated, that he

muft not decline the authority of his judges ; that

they over-ruled his objections; that they were de-

legated by the people, the only fource of every law-

ful power ; and that kings themfelves acted but in

truft from that community, which had invefted this

high court of juflice with its jurifdiction. Even
according to thofe principles, which in his prefent

fituation he was perhaps obliged to adopt, his be-

haviour in general will appear not a little harih and
barbarous ; but when we confider him as a fubject,

and one too of no high character, addreffing himfelf

to his unfortunate fovereign, his ftyle will be
efteemed, to the lad degree, audacious and infolent.

Three times was Charles produced before the

court, and as often declined their jurifdiction. On
the fourth, the judges having examined fome wit-

nefTes, by whom it was proved that the king had
appeared in arms againfb the forces commiffioned
by the parliament ; they pronounced fentence

againft him. He feemed very anxious, at this

time., to be admitted to a conference with the two
houfes; and it was fuppofed, that he intended to

refign the crown to his fon : But the court refufed

compliance, and confidered that requeft as nothing Z7 th Jan.

but a delay of juftice.

It
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chap. It is confefled, that the king's behaviour, during
LIx '

this iaft fcene of his life, does honour to his memory j

1649. and that, in all appearances before his judges, he

never forgot his part, either as a prince or as a man.

Firm and intrepid, he maintained, in each reply,

the utmoft perfpicuity and juftnefs both of though:

and expreffion : Mild and equable, he rofe into no
pafiion at that unufual authority which was affumed

over him. His foul, without effort or affectation,

feemed only to remain in the fituation familiar to it,

and to look down with contempt on all the efforts

of human malice and iniquity. The foldiers, in-

fligated by their fuperiors, were brought, though

with difficulty, to cry aloud for juftice : Poorfouls!
faid the king to one of his attendants; for a little

money they would do as much againft their com-

manders 1

. Some of them were permitted to go the

utmoft length of brutal infolence, and to fpit in his

face, as he was conducted along the paffage to the

court. To excite a fentiment of piety was the only

effect which this inhuman infult was able to pro-

duce upon him.

The people, though under the rod of lawlefs,

unlimited power, could not forbear, with the mofl
ardent prayers, pouring forth their wifhes for his

prefervation -, and, in his prefent diftrefs, they

avowed him 3 by their generous tears, for their mo-
narch, whom, in their mifguided fury, they had
before fo violently rejected. The king was foftened

at this moving fcene, and expreffed his gratitude

for their dutiful affection. One foldier too, feized

by contagious fympathy, demanded from heaven a

bleffing on opprefTed and fallen majefty : His offi-

cer, overhearing the prayer, beat him to the ground
in the king's prefence. The punijljment, methinksy

exceeds the offence: This was the reflection which
Charles formed on that occafion".

* Ru&worth, vol. viii. p. 1425. B Warwick, p. 339.

13 As
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As foon as the intentionof trying the king was chap.
• LIX

known in foreign countries, To enormous an action L -- j
was exclaimed againft by the general voice of reafon 1649.

and humanity; and all men, under whatever form

of government they were born, rejected this exam-
ple, as the utmoft effort of undifguifed ufurpation,

and the molt heinous infult on law and jultice.

The French ambafTador, by orders from his court,

interpofed in the king's behalf: The Dutch em-
ployed their good offices : The Scots exclaimed and

protefted againfl the* violence : The queen, the

prince, wrote pathetic letters to the parliament.

All folicitations were found fruitlefs with men whofe

refolutions were fixed and irrevocable.

Four, of Charles's friends, perfons of virtue and
dignity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lin-
deley, applied to the commons. They represented,

that they were the king's counfellors, and had con-

curred, by their advice, in all thofe meafures which
were now imputed as crimes to their royal mafter

:

That in the eye of the law, and according to the

dictates of common reafon, they alone were guilty>

and were alone expofed to cenfure for every blame-
able action of the prince : And that they now pre-

fented themfelves, in order to fave, by their own
punifhment, that precious life which it became the

commons themfelves, and every fubject, with the

utmoft hazard to protect and defend w
. Such a

generous effort tended to their honour; but con-
tributed nothing towards the king's fafety.

The people remained in that filence and afto-

nifhment which all great paflions, when they have
not an opportunity of exerting themfelves, naturally

produce in the human mind. The foldiers being

inceflantly plied with prayers, fermons, and exhorta-

tions, were wrought up to a degree of fury, and
imagined, that in the acts of the molt extreme dif-

w Perinchef, p. 85. Lloyde, p. 319.

loyalty
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loyalty towards their prince, confifted their greateft.

merit in the eye of heaven \

7e^
J

Three days were allowed the king between his

fentence and his execution. This interval he patted

with great tranquillity, chiefly in reading and de-

votion. All his family that remained in England

were allowed accefs to him. It confifted only of

the princefs Elizabeth and the duke of Glocefter;

for the duke of York had made his efcape. Glo-

cefter was little more than an infant : The princefs,

notwithftanding her tender years, fhewed an ad-

vanced judgment; and the calamities of her family

had made a deep impreffion upon her. After many
pious confolations and advices, the king gave her

in charge to tell the queen, that, during the whole

courfe of his life, he had never once, even in

thought, failed in his fidelity towards her ; and that

his conjugal tendernefs and his life fhould have an

equal duration.

To the young duke too, he could not forbear

giving fome advice, in order to feafon his mind
with early principles of loyalty and obedience to-

wards his brother, who was fo foon to be his fove-

reign. Holding him on his knee, he faid, " Now
" they will cut off thy father's head." At thefe

words the child looked very ftedfaftly upon him.
ct Mark, child! what I fay: They will cut off my
<e head ! and perhaps make thee a king: But mark
<c what I fay, thou mull not be a king, as long as
'« thy brothers Charles and James are alive. They
" will cut off thy brothers' heads, when they can
<f catch them ! And thy head too they will cut off
" at laft! Therefore, I charge thee, do not be
" made a king by them !" The duke, fighing, re-

plied, " I will be torn in pieces firft !" So deter-

mined an anfwer, from one of fuch tender years,

filled the king's eyes with tears of joy and admira-

tion.

* Burnet's Hiftoryof his own Times.

12 EvE^Y
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CUUOQ.

Every night, during this interval, the kingflept chap.
found as ufual ; though the noife of workmen, em- ^ _'_ '^

ployed in framing the fcaffold, and other prepara- I 645 .

tions for his execution, continually refounded in his

ears y
. The morning of the fatal day he rofe early j

and calling Herbert, one of his attendants, he bade

him employ more than ufual care in drefiing him,

and preparing him for fo great and joyful a fo-

lemnity. Bifhop Juxon, a man endowed with the 30th Ja*.

fame mild and fteady virtues by which the king

himfelf was fo much diftinguifhed, affifted him in

his devotions, and paid the laft melancholy duties

to his friend and fovereign.

The flreet before Whitehall was the place de- Annexe

(lined for the execution : For it was intended, by

choofing that very place, in fight of his own pa-

lace, to difplay more evidently the triumph of po-

pular juftice over royal majefty. When the king

came upon the fcaffold, he found it fo furrounded

with foldiers, that he could not expect to be heard

by any of the people : He addreffed, therefore, his

difcourfe to the few perfons who were about him j

particularly colonel Tomlinfon, to whofe care he had
lately been committed, and upon whom, as upon
many others, his amiable deportment had wrought
an entire converfion. He juftified his own inno-

cence in the late fatal wars, and obferved, that he

had not taken arms till after the parliament had in-

lifted forces; nor had he any other object in his

warlike operations, than to preferve that authority

entire, which his predecefTors had tranfmitted to

him. He threw not, however, the blame upon the

parliament; but was more inclined to think thas

ill inftruments had interpofed, and raifed in them
fears and jealoufies with regard to his intentions.

Though innocent towards his people, he acknow-
ledged the equity of his execution in the eyes of his

y Clement Walker's Hiflory of Independency.

Maker?
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chap. Maker ; and obferved, that an unjuft fentence,

v
**

f

which he had fuffcred to take effect, was now pu-

,649. nifhed by an unjuft fentence upon himfelf. He
forgave all his enemies, even the chief iriftrumenti

of his death; but exhorted them and the whole na-

tion to return to the ways of peace, by paying obe-

dience to their lawful fovereign, his fon and fucceffor.

When he was preparing himfeif for rh< clock,

biihop Juxon called to him :
<f There is, fir, but

<c one ftage more, which, though turbulent and
" troublefome, is yet a very fhort one. Confider,

" it will foon carry you a great way ; it will carry
(i you from earth to heaven j and there you fhall

" find, to your great joy, the prize to which you
" haften, a crown of glory." " I go," replied the

king, {C from a corruptible to an incorruptible
* f crown ; where no disturbance can have place."

At one blow was his head fevered from his body.

A man in a vizor performed the office of execu-

tioner: Another, in a like difguife, held up to the

fpectators the head dreaming with blood, and
cried aloud, This is the head of a traitor I

It is impolTible to defcribe the grief, indignation,

and aftoniihment, which took place, not only

among the fpectators, who where overwhelmed with

a flood of forrow, but throughout the whole nation,

as foon as the report of this fatal execution was con-
veyed to them. Never monarch, in the full tri-

umph of fuccefs and victory, was more dear' to his

people, th?n his misfortunes and magnanimity, his

patience and piety, had rendered this unhappy
prince. In proportion to their former delufions,

which had animated them againft him, was the vio-

lence of their return to duty -and affection ; while

each reproached himfelf, either with active difloy-

alty towards him, or with too indolent defence of
his opprefied caufe. On weaker minds, the effect

of thefe complicated paffions was prodigious. Wo-
men are faid to have caft forth tlie untimely fruit of

their
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their womb : Others fell into convulfions, or funk CHAP.
T IY

into fuch a melancholy as attended them to their
t _ '

^
grave: Nay feme, unmindful of themfelves, as 1649,

though they could not, or would not, furvive their

beloved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down
dead. The very pulpits were bedewed with un-

fuborned tears ; thofe pulpits, which had formerly

thundered out the molt violent imprecations and

anathemas againft him. And all men united in their

deteftation of thofe hypocritical parricides, who, by
fanctified pretences, had fo long difguifed their trea-

fons, and in this laft act of iniquity had thrown an

indelible flain upon the nation.

A fresh inflance of hypocrify was difplayed the

very day of the king's death. The generous Fair-

fax, not content with being abfent from the trial,

had ufed all the intereft which he yet retained, to

prevent the execution of the fatal fentence j and had

even employed perfuafion with his own regiment,

though none elfe would follow him, to refcue the

king from his difloyal murderers. Cromwel and
Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to

convince him that the Lord had rejected the king;

and they exhorted him to leek by prayer fome di-

rection from heaven on this important occafion :

But they concealed from him that they had already

figned the warrant for the execution. Harrifon was
the perfon appointed to join in prayer with the un-
wary general. By agreement, he prolonged his

doleful cant, till intelligence arrived, that the fatal

blow was ftruck. He then rofe from his knees,

and infilled with Fairfax, that this event was a mi-
raculous and providential anfwer, which heaven had
lent to their devout fupplications

z
.

It being remarked, that the king, the moment
before he ftretched out his neck to the executioner,

had faid to Juxon, with a very earned accent, the

1 Herbert, p. 135.

Vol. VII. L fingle
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CHAP, fmgle word Remember ; great myfteries were fup-
Llx

' pofed to be concealed under that exprefiion j and the

1649. generals vehemently infilled with the prelate, that

he fhould inform them of the king's meaning.

Juxon told them, that the king having frequently

charged him to inculcate on his fon the forgivenefs

of his murderers, had taken this opportunity, in

the laft moment of his life, when his commands,

he fuppofed, would be regarded as facred and in-

violable, to reiterate that defire ; and that his mild

fpirit thus terminated its prefent courfe, by an act of

benevolence towards his greateft enemies.

The character of this prince, as that of moil

men, if not of all men, was mixed; but his virtues

predominated extremely above his vices, or, more
properly fpeaking, his imperfections : For fcarce

any of his faults rofe to that pitch as to merit the

appellation of vices. To confider him in the mod
favourable light, it may be affirmed that his dig-

nity was free from pride, his humanity from weak-

nefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance

from auiterity, his frugality from avarice : All thefe

virtues, in him, maintained their proper bounds,

and merited unreferved praife. To fpeak the moft

harfhly of him, we may affirm that many of his

good qualities were attended with fome latent frailty,

which, though feemingly inconfiderable, was able,

when feconded by the extreme malevolence of his

fortune, to diiappoint them of all their influence :

His beneficent difpofition was clouded by a manner
not very gracious , his virtue was tinctured with

fuperftition ; his good CcniQ was disfigured by

a deference to perfons of a capacity inferior to his

own ; and his moderate temper exempted him not

from h ally and precipitate resolutions. Hedeferves
the epithet of a good, rather than of a great man

;

and was more fitted to rule in a regular eftablifhed

government, than either to give way to the en-

croachments of a popular afTembly, or finally to

1 fubdue
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fubdue their pretentions. He wanted fupplenefs and chap.
dexterity fufficient for the firft meafure : He was not .

endowed with the vigour requifite for the fee jnd. 164^.

Had he been born an abfolute prince, his humanity

and good fenfe had rendered his reign happy and his

memory precious: Had the limitations on preroga-

tive been in his time quite fixed and certain, his

integrity had made him regard, as facred, the bound-
aries of the constitution. Unhappily, his fate

threw him into a period when the precedents of

many former reigns favoured ftrongly of arbitrary

power, and the genius of the people ran violently

towards liberty. And if his political prudence was
not fufficient to extricate him from fo perilous a

fituation, he may be excufed -, fince, even after the

event, when it is commonly eafy to correct all errors,

one is at a lofs to determine what conduct, in his

circumftances, could have maintained the authority

of the crown, and preferved the peace of the nation.

Expofed without revenue, without arms, to the af-

fault of furious, implacable, and bigoted factions, it

was never permitted him, but with the moft fatal

confequences, to commit the fmalleft millake ; a

condition too rigorous to be impofed on the greateft

human capacity.

Some hiftorians have ralhly queftioned the good
faith of this prince : But, for this reproach, the

moft malignant fcrutiny of his conduct, which, in

every circumftance, is now thoroughly known,
affords not any reafonable foundation. On the

contrary, if we confider the extreme difficulties to

which he was fo frequently reduced, and compare
the fincerity of his profeffions and declarations ; we
ihall avow, that probity and honour ought juftly to

be numbered among his moft fhining qualities. In
every treaty, thofe conceffions which he thought he
could not in confeience maintain, he never could,

by any motive or perfuafion, be induced to make.
And though fome violations of the petition of right

L 2 may
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CHAP. may perhaps be imputed to him; thefe are more to

y^^^j be afcribed to the neceffity of his fituation, and to

j 6+9 . the lofty ideas of royal prerogative, which, from

former eftablifhed precedents, he had imbibed, than

to any failure in the integrity of his principles
a
.

This prince was of a comely prefence j of a

fweet, but melancholy afpect. His face was regu-

lar, handfome, and well complexioned j his body
ftrong, healthy, and juftly proportioned ; and being

of a middle flature, he was capable of enduring the

greatefl fatigues. He excelled in horfemanfhip and

other exercifes ; and he poflefled all the exterior, as

well as many of the effential qualities, which form

an accomplifhed prince.

The tragical death of Charles begat a queftion,

whether the people, in any cafe, were entitled

to judge and to punifli their fovereign ; and

molt men, regarding chiefly the atrocious ufurp-

ation of the pretended judges, and the merit of the

virtuous prince who luffered, were inclined to con-

demn the republican principle as highly feditious

and extravagant : But there ftill were a few who,

abitracting from the particular circumflances of this

cafe, were able to confider the queftion in general,

and were inclined to moderate, not contradict, the

prevailing fentiment. Such might have been their

reafoning: If ever, on any occafion, it were laud-

able to conceal truth from the populace, it muft be
con fefled, that the doctrine of refinance affords fuch

an example ; and that all fpeculative reafoners ought
to obferve, with regard to this principle, the fame
cautious filence, which the laws in every fpecies of

government have ever prefcribed to themfelves.

Government is inftituted in order to reftrain the fury

and injuftice of the people; and being always founded

on opinion, not on force, it is dangerous to weaken,
by thefe fpeculations, the reverence which the

8 See note [F] at the end cf the volume. »

multitude
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multitude owe to authority, and to inftruct them c H A p»

beforehand, that the cafe can ever happen, when , -
w -*_t

they may be freed from their duty of allegiance. 1649.

Or fhould it be found impofuble to reftrain the li-

cenfe of human difquifitions, it mull be acknow-
ledged, that the doctrine of obedience ought alone

to be inculcated, and that the exceptions, which are

rare, ought feldom or never to be mentioned in

popular reafonings and difcourfes. Nor is there

any danger, that mankind, by this prudent referve,

mould univerfally degenerate into a ftate of abject

fervitude. When the exception really occurs, even
though it be not previoufly expected and defcanted

on, it muft, from its very nature, be fo obvious

and undifputed, as to remove all doubt, and over-

power the reftraint, however great, impofed by
teaching the general doflrine of obedience. But
between refilling a prince and dethroning him,
there is a wide interval ; and the abufes of power,
which can warrant the latter violence, are greater

and more enormous than thofe which will juftify

the former. Hiftory, however, fuppljes us with

examples even of this kind -, and the reality of the

fuppofition, though, for the future, it ought ever to

be little looked for, muft, by all candid inquirers,

be acknowledged in the pad. But between dethron-

ing a prince and puniiTiing him, there is another

very wide interval; and it were not ftrange, if even
men of the moft enlarged thought fhould queftion,

whether human nature could ever in any monarch
reach that height of depravity, as to warrant, in re-

volted fubjedts, this laft a£t of extraordinary jurif-

di&ion. That illufion, if it be an illufion, which
teaches us to pay a facred regard to the perfons of

princes, is fo falutary, that to difiipate it by the for-

mal trial and punifhment of a fovereign, will have
more pernicious effects upon the people, than the;

example of juftice can be fuppofed to have a bene-
ficial influence upon princes, by checking their career

L 3 of



i 5o HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P. f tyranny. It is' dangerous alfo, by thefe exam-

L
' '

_ f

pies, to reduce princes to defpair, or bring matters

1649. to fuch extremities againd perfons endowed with

great power, as to leave them no refource, but in

the mod violent and mod fanguinary counfels. This

genei al pofition being edablifhed, it mud however

be obferved, that no reader, almoft of any party or

principle, was ever fhockcd, when he read, in an-

cient hidory, ihat the Roman fenate voted Nero,

their abfoiute fovereign, to be a public enemy, and,

even without trial, condemned him to the fevereft

and mod ignominious punifhment; a punidiment

fr. m which the meaned Roman citizen was, by the

law:>, exempted. The crimes of that bloody tyrant

are fo enormous, that they break through all rules j

and extort a confefiion, that fuch a dethroned prince

is no longer fuperior to his people, and can no longer

plead, in his own defence, laws, which were eda-

blifhed for conducting the ordinary courfe of admi-

ttiftration. But when we pafs from the cafe of Nero
to that of Charles, the great dilproportion, or rather

total contrariety, of character immediately drikes us;

and we dand adoniihed, that, among a civilized peo-

ple, fo much virtue cou-d ever meet with fo fatal a

catadrcphe. Hidory, the great miftrefs of wifdom,

furnifhes examples of all kinds, and every prudential,

as well as moral precept, may be authorifed by thofe

events, which her enlarged mirror is able to prefent

to us. From the memorable revolutions which
palled in England during this period, we may na-
turally deduce the fame ufeful leflbn, which Charles
himfelf, in his later years, inferred; that it is dan-
gerous for princes, even from the appearance of
neeeffity, to affume more authority than the laws
have allowed them. But it mud be confeffed, that
thefe events furnifh us with another indruclion, no
lefs natural, and no lefs ufeful, concerning the mad-
nefs of the people, the furies of fanaticifm, and the
danger of mercenary armies,

Ik
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In order to clofe this part of the British hiftory, chap.
it is alfo neceffary to relate the diflblution of the , _ '

j
monarchy in England : That event foon followed 1649.

upon the death of the monarch. When the peers 6th Feb.

met, on the day appointed in their adjournment,

they entered upon bufinefs, and fent down fome
votes to the commons, of which the latter deigned

not to take the leaft notice. In a few days, the

lower houfe paffed a vote, that they would make no
more addrefies to the houfe of peers, nor receive

any from them ; and that that houfe was ufelefs and

dangerous, and was therefore to be aboliihed. A
like vote pafifed with regard to the monarchy ; and

it is remarkable, that Martin, a zealous republican,

in the debate on this queftion, confefTed that, if

they defired a king, the laft was as proper as any

gentleman in England b
. The commons ordered a

new great feal to be engraved, on which that aiTem-

bly was reprefented, with this legend, On the first

YEAR OF FREEDOM, BY trOD's BLESSING, RESTOR-
ED, 1648. The forms of all public bufinefs were
changed, from the king's name, to that of the

keepers of the liberties of England c
. And it was

declared high treafon to proclaim, or any otherwife

acknowledge Charles Stuart, commonly called prince

of Wales.

The commons intended, it is faid, to bind the

princefs Elizabeth apprentice to a button-maker:
The duke of Glocefter was to be taught fome other

mechanical employment. But the former foon died

;

of grief, as is fuppofed, for her father's tragical end

:

The latter was, by Cromwel, fent beyond fea.

The king's ftatue, in the Exchange, was thrown
down i and on the pedeftal thefe words were infcrib-

b Walker's Hiftory of Independency, part 2.
e The court of" King's Bench was called the court of Public Bench.

So cautious on this head were fome of the republicans, that, it is pie-
tended, in reciting the Lord's prayer, they would not fay, thy kingdom
*met but always thy commonwealth comt.

La ed;
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CHAP, cd : Exit tyrannus, regum ulttmus ;. The iy-

y
-

1

_'
_,

rant *s gone ->
the Iaft of the kings.

1649. Duke Hamilton was tried by anew high court

of juftice, as earl of Cambridge in England ; and

condemned for treafon. This fentence, which was

certainly hard, but which ought to fave his memory
from all imputations of treachery to his mailer,

was executed on a fcaffold, erected before Weftmin-
fter-hall. Lord Capel underwent the fame fate.

Both thefe noblemen had efcaped from prifon, but

were afterwards difcovered and taken. To all the

felicitations of their friends for pardon, the generals

and parliamentary leaders ftill replied, that it was

certainly the intention of Providence they mould
fuffer ; fince it had permitted them to fall into the

hands of their enemies, after they had once recover-

ed their liberty.

The earl of Holland loft his life by a like fen-

tence. Though of a polite and courtly behaviour,

he died lamented by no party. His ingratitude to

the king, and his frequent changing of fides, were

regarded as great flains on his memory. The earl

of Norwich and fir John Owen, being condemned by

the fame court, were pardoned by the commons.
The king left fix children; three males, Charles,

born in 1630, James duke of York, born in 1633,
Henry duke of Glocefter, born in 1641 ; and three

females, Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, Eli-

zabeth, born 1635, and Henrietta, afterwards

duchefs of Orleans, born at Exeter 1644.
The archbifhops of Canterbury in this reign were

Abbot and Laud; the lord keepers, Williams
bifhop of Lincoln, lord Coventry, lord Finch, lord

Littleton, and fir Richard Lane; the high admirals,

the duke of Buckingham and the earl of Northum-
berland ; the treafurers, the earl of Marlborough,
the earl of Portland, Juxon bifhop of London, and
lord Cottington ; the fecretaries of ftate, lord Con-
way, fir Albertus Moreton, Coke, fir Henry

Yane^
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Vane, lord Falkland, lord Digby, and fir Edward chap.
Nicholas.

, 1'j.

It may be expected that we fhould here mention 1649.

the Icon Ba/ilike, a work publifhed in the king's

name a few days after his execution. It feems almoft:

impoflible, in the controverted parts of hiftory, to

fay any thing which will fatisfy the zealots of both
parties : But with regard to the genuinenefs of that

production, it is not eafy for an hiftorian to fix any
opinion, which will be entirely to his own fatisfac-

tion. The proofs brought to evince that this work
is or is not the king's, are fo convincing, that, if an

impartial reader perufe any one fide apart d
, he will

think it impoflible, that arguments could be pro-

duced, fufficient to counterbalance fo ftrong an evi-

dence : And when he compares both fides, he will

be fome time at a lofs to fix any determination.

Should an abfolute fufpenfe of judgment be found

difficult or difagreeable in fo interesting a queftion,

I muft confefs, that I much incline to give the pre-

ference to the arguments of the royalifts. The tef-

timonies, which prove that performance to be the

king's, are more numerous, certain, and direct, than

thole on the other fide. This is the cafe, even if

we confider the external evidence : But when we
weigh the internal, derived from the ftyle and com-
pofition, there is no manner of comparifon. Thefe
meditations refemble in elegance, purity, neatnefs,

and fimplicity, the genius of thofe performances which
we know with certainty to have flowed from the royal

pen : But are fo unlike the bombaft, perplexed,

rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr. Gauden, to whom

J See on the one band, Toland's Amvntor, and on the other, Wag-
ftaffe's Vindication ot" the royal Martyr, with Young's addition. We
may remark, tint lord Clarendon's total filence with regard to this fub-
jec"t, in lb full a hiftory, coinpoied in vindication of the king's meafures
and character, forms a prefumption on Toland's fide, and a preemp-
tion ot which that author was ignorant ; the works of the noble hifto-

rian not being then publifhed. Biftiop Burnet's teftiraony too muft be
allowed of fome weight againft the /«».

they
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chap, they are afcribed, that no human teftimony feems

'
'

fufficient to convince us that he was the author.

j 6+9. Yet ail the evidences, which would rob the king of

that honour, tend to prove that Dr. Gauden had
the merit of writing fo fine a performance, and the

infamy of impofing it on the world for the king's.

It is not eafy to conceive the general companion
excited towards the king, by the publifhing, at fo

critical a juncture, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs,

and humanity. Many have not fcrupled to afcribe

to that book the fubfequent reftoration of the royal

family. Milton compares its effects to thofe which
were wrought on the tumultuous Romans by An-
thony's reading to them the will of Casfar. The
Icon pa(Ted through fifty editions in a twelvemonth

;

and independent of the great intereft taken in it by
the nation, as the fuppofed production cf their mur-
dered fovereign, it mufc be acknowledged the bell

profe compofition, which, at the time of its publica-

tion, was to be found in the Englifh language.
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THE COMMONWEALTH.

CHAP. LX.

State of England of Scotland of Ireland-

Levellers Juppreffed Siege of Dublin raifed

• Tredab Jlormed Covenanters Mon-
troje taken prifoner- executed Covenanters

Battle of Dunbar of Worcefter

Kings ejcape The commonwealth—~-Dutch

war Dtjfolution of the parliament.

TH E confufions which overfpread England CHAP.
after the murder of Charles I. proceeded as ,

'

^
well from the fpirit of refinement and innovation, ,649.

which agitated the ruling party, as from the diflfo- State of

lution of all that authority, both civil and ecclefi- "s a" *

aftical, by which the nation had ever been accuf-

tomed to be governed. Every man had framed the

model of a republic 3 and, however new it was,

or fantaftical, he was eager in recommending it to

his fellow- citizens, or even impofing it by force

upon them. Every man had adjufted a fyftem of
religion, which being derived from no traditional

authority, was peculiar to himfelfj and being founded

on fuppofed infpiration, not on any principles of

human reafon, had no means, befides cant and low
rhetoric, by which it could recommend itfelf to

others. The levellers infilled on an equal diftri-

bution of power and property, and difclaimed all

dependence and fubordination. The millenarians

or fifth-monarchy-men required, that government
itfelf
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itfelf fhould be abolifhed, and all human powers

be laid in the duft, in order to pave the way for

1649! the dominion of Chrift, whofe fecond coming they

fuddenly expected. The Antinomians even infifted,

that the obligations of morality and natural law were

fufpended, and that the elect, guided by an internal

principle more perfect and divine, were fuperior to

the beggarly elements of juftice and humanity. A
considerable party declaimed againft tithes and hire-

ling priefthood, and were refolved that the magiftrate

fhould not fupport by power or revenue any eccle-

fiaftical eftablifnment. Another party inveighed

againft the law and its profeflbrs ; and on pretence

of rendering more fimple the distribution of juftice,

were defirous of abolifhing the whole fyftem of

Englifli jurifprudence, which feemed interwoven

with monarchical government. Even thofe among
the republicans who adopted not fuch extravagancies,

were fo intoxicated with their faintly character, that

they fuppofed themfelves porTefTed of peculiar privi-

leges ; and all profeflions, oaths, laws, and engage-

ments, had, in a great meafure, loft their influence

over them. The bands of fociety were every where

loofened; and the irregular paffions of men were

encouraged by fpeculative principles, ftill more un-
focial and irregular.

The royalifts, confiding of the nobles and more
confiderable gentry, being degraded from their au-

thority and plundered of their property, were in-

flamed with the higheft refentment and indignation

againft thofe ignoble adverfaries, who had reduced

them to fubjeftion. The prefbyterians, whofe credit

had firft fupported the arms of the parliament,

were enraged to find that, by the treachery or

fuperior cunning of their aflbciates, the fruits of all

their fuccefsful labours were ravifhed from them.
The former party, from inclination and principle,

zealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of their

unfortunate monarch, whole memory they refpedted,

3 and
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and whole tragical death they deplored. The latter chap.
cafl their eye towards the fame object ; but they ,_ _

X
J

had ftill many prejudices to overcome, many fears 1649.

and jealouiies to be allayed, ere they could cordially

entertain thoughts of reftoring the family, which they

had fo grievoufly offended, and whole principles

they regarded with fuch violent abhorrence.

The only folid fupport of the republican inde-

pendent faction, which, though it formed fo fmall

a part of the nation, had violently ufurped the go-
vernment of the whole, was a numerous army of

near fifty thouland men. But this army, formida-

ble from its difcipline and courage, as well as its

numbers, was actuated by a fpirit that rendered it

dangerous to the alTembly which had affumed the.

command over it. Accuftomed to indulge every

chimera in politics, every frenzy in religion, the

foldiers knew little of the fubordination of citizens,

and had only learned, from apparent neceffity, fome
maxims of military obedience. And while they flill

maintained, that all thofe enormous violations of
law and equity, of which they had been guilty,

were juftified by the fuccefs with which Providence

had blefled them ; they were ready to break out

into any new diforder, wherever they had the pro-

fpect of a like fanction and authority.

What alone gave fome liability to all thefe un-
fettled humours was, the great influence both civil

and military acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This
man, fuited to the age in which he lived, and to

that alone, was equally qualified to gain the affection

and confidence of men, by what was mean, vulgar,

and ridiculous in his character ; as to command
their obedience by what was great, daring, and en-

terprifing. Familiar even to buffoonery with the

meaneft centinel, he never loft his authority : Tranf-
ported to a degree of madnefs with religious exta-

fies, he never forgot the political purpofes to which

they
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they might ferve. Hating monarchy, while a fub-

ject -, defpifing liberty, while a citizen ; though he

1649. retained for a time all orders of men under a Teem-
ing obedience to the parliament; he was fecretly

paving the way, by artifice and courage, to his own
unlimited authority.

The parliament, for fo we muft henceforth call

a fmall and inconiiderable part of the houfe of com-
mons, having murdered their fovereign with fo

many appearing circumftances of folemnity and
juftice, and fo much real violence and even fury,

began to aflume more the air of a civil, legal

power, and to enlarge a little the narrow bottom
upon which they flood. They admitted a few of

the excluded and abfent members, fuch as were
liable to leaft exception ; but on condition that thefe

members mould fign an approbation of whatever

had been done in their abfence with regard to the

king's trial : And fome of them were willing to ac-

quire a fhare of power on fuch terms : The greater

part difdained to lend their authority to fuch apparent

ufurpations. They iflued fome writs for new elec-

tions, in places where they hoped to have interefl

enough to bring in their own friends and depend-
ants. They named a council of ftate, thirty-eight

in number, to whom all addrefTes were made, who
gave orders to all generals and admirals, who exe-

cuted the laws, and who digefted all bufmefs before

it was introduced into parliament 6
. They pre-

tended to employ themfelves entirely in adjufting the

laws, forms, and plan of a new reprefentative 3 and
as foon as they mould have fettled the nation, they

e Their names were, the earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke,
Salifbury, lords Grey and Fairfax, Lille, Rolls, St. John, Wilde,
Bradfhaw, Cromwel, Skippon, Pickering, Maflam, Hafelrig, Har-
rington, Vane jun. Danvers, Armine, Mildmay, Conftable, Pen-
nington, Wilfon, Whitlocke, Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Hevingham,
Wallop, Hutchinfon, Bond, Popliam, Valentine, Walton, Scot,

Purefoy, Jones.

profeffcd
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profefifed their intention of reftoring the power to chap.
the people, from whom they acknowledged they ,

x
'^

had entirely derived it. 1649.

The commonwealth found every thing in Eng-
land compofed into a feeming tranquillity by the

terror of their arms. Foreign powers, occupied in

wars among themfelves, had no leifure or inclination

to interpofe in the domeftic diffenfions of this ifland.

The young king, poor and neglected, living fome-

times in Holland, fometimes in France, fometimes

in Jerfey, comforted himfelf amidft his prefent dif-

trefles with the hopes of better fortune. The fitua-

tion alone of Scotland and Ireland gave any imme-
diate inquietude to the new republic.

After the fucceffive defeats of Montrofe and of Scot.

Hamilton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole land «

authority in Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle
and the rigid churchmen, that party which was
moft averfe to the interefts of the royal family.

Their enmity, however, againft the independents,

who had prevented the fettlement of prefbyterian dis-

cipline in England, carried them to embrace oppo-
fite maxims in their political conduct. Though
invited by the Englifh parliament to model their

government into a republican form, they refolved

ftill to adhere to monarchy, which had ever pre-

vailed in their country, and which, by the exprefs

terms of their covenant, they had engaged to defend.

They confidered befides, that as the property of the

kingdom lay moftly in the hands of great families,

it would be difficult to eflabliih a commonwealth, or

without fome chief magiitrate, inverted with royal

authority, to preferve peace or juftice in the com-
munity. The execution, therefore, of the king,

agair.ft whioh they had always protefted, having oc-

cafioned a vacancy of the throne, they immediately

proclaimed his ion and fucceffor, Charles II. ; but

upon condition " of his good behaviour and ftrict

*' obfervance of the covenant, and his entertaining

" no
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no other perfons about him but fuch as were godly
u men and faithful to that obligation." Theie un-

1649. ufual claufes, inferted in the very firft acknowledg-

ment of their prince, fufficiently fhewed their inten-

tion of limiting extrfmely his authority. And the

Englifh commonwealth, having no pretence to in-

terpofe in the affairs of that kingdom, allowed the

Scots for the prefent to take their own meafures in

fettling their government.

"of lie- The dominion which England claimed over Ire*

land. land, demanded more immediately their efforts for

fubduing that country. In order to convey ajuft

notion of Irifh affairs, it will be neceffary to look

backwards fome years, and to relate briefly thofe

tranfactions which had paft during the memorable
revolutions in England. When the late king

agreed to that ceffation of arms with the popifli

rebels
f
, which was become fo requifite, as well for

the fecurity of the Irifh protectants as for promoting

his interefts in England, the parliament, in order to

blacken his conduct, reproached him with favour-

ing that odious rebellion, and exclaimed loudly

againfl the terms of the ceffation. They even went
fo far as to declare it entirely null and invalid, be-

caufe finimed without their confent ; and to this de-

claration the Scots in Ulfter, and the earl of Inchi-

quin, a nobleman of great authority in Munfter,

profeffed to adhere. By their means the war was
Hill kept alive; but as the dangerous diflraclions

in England hindered the parliament from fending

any confiderable affiftance to their allies in Ireland,

the marquis of Ormond, lord lieutenant, being a na-

tive of Ireland, and a perfon endowed with great pru-
dence and virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the

diforders of his country, and for engaging the jebel

Irifh. to fupport the caule of his royal mafter. There
were many circumflances which ftrongly invited

f 1643.

the
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the natives of Ireland to embrace the king's- party. CHAP.
The maxims of that prince had always led him to

(

'*;'

^
give a rcalbnable indulgence to the catholics I 649 ,

thnoughdut all his dominions ; and one principal

ground of that enmity, which the puritans profefled

againft him, was this tacit toleration. The parlia-

ment, en the contrary, even when unprovoked,

had ever menaced the papifts with the moft rigid

reftraint, w not a total extirpation ; and immediately

after the commencement of the Irifh rebellion, they

put to fale aii the eftates of the rebels, and had

engaged 'tire public faith for transferring them to the

adventurers, who lr.d already advanced money up-

on that fecurity. The fuccefs, therefore, which the

arms.of the parliament met with at Nafeby, (truck

ajuft terror into the Irifh; and engaged the coun-

cil of Kilkenny, compofed of deputies from all the

catholic counties and cities, to conclude a peace

with the marquis of Ormond". They profefled to

return to their duty and allegiance, engaged to fur-

nifh ten th'Oufand men for the fdpporfc of the king's

authority in England* and were content with fripu-

lating, in return, indemnity for their rebellion and
toleration of their religion.

Or.moxd, not doubting but a peace, fo advanta-

geous and eve.fi neceflary to the Irifh, would be
ilrialy obferved, advanced with a fmall body of
troops to Kilkenny, in order to concert meafures

for common defence with his new allies. The
pope had lent over to Ireland a nuncio, Rinuccini,

an Italian ; and this man, whofe commiflion em-
powered him to di reel the fpiritual concerns of the

Irifh, was emboldened, by their ignorance and bi-

gotry, to afiume the chief authority in the civil go-
vernment. Forefeeing that a general fubmifiion to

the lord-lieutenant would put an end to his own in-

fluence, he confpired with Owen O'Neal, who com-

S 1646.

Vol. VII. M mandei
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chap, manded the native Irifh in Ulfter, and who bore a

u _ '

,

great jealoufy to Prefton, the general chiefly trufted

1649. by the council of Kilkenny. By concert, thefe two
malcontents fecretly drew forces together, and were

ready to fall on Ormond, who remained in fecurity,

trufting to the pacification fo lately concluded with

the rebels. He received intelligence of their

treachery, made his retreat with celerity and con-

duel, and fheltered his fmall army in D.ublin and

tht other fortified towns, which ftill remained in the

hands of the proteftants.

The nuncio, full of arrogance, levity, and am-
bition, was not contented with this violation of

treaty. He fummoned an afiembly of the clergy

at Waterford, and engaged them to declare againft

that pacification, which the civil council had con-

cluded with their fovereign. He even thundered

out a fentence of excommunication againft all who
fhould adhere to a peace, fo prejudicial, as he pre-

tended, to the catholic religion -, and the deluded

Irifh, terrified with his fpiritual menaces, ranged

themfelves every where on his fide, and fubmitted

to his authority. Without fcruple, he carried on
war againft the lord-lieutenant, and threatened with

a (iege the proteftant garrifons, which were, all of

them, very ill provided for defence.

Meanwhile, the unfortunate king was necefli-

tated to take fheker in the Scottifh army ; and being

there reduced to clofe confinement, and fecluded

from all commerce with his friends, defpaired,

that his authority, or even his liberty, would ever

be reftored to him. He fent orders to Ormond,
if he could not defend himfelf, rather to fubmit to

the Englifh than to the Irifh rebels j and accord-

ingly the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to extremi-

ties, delivered up Dublin, Tredah, Dundalk, and

other garrifons, to colonel Michael Jones, who
took polTefilon of them in the name of the Englifh

13 parliament.
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parliament. Ormond himfelf went over to England, chap.
was admitted into the king's prefence, received a ,_ J_ ^
grateful acknowledgment for his paft fervices, and 1G49.

during fome time lived in tranquillity near London.
But beinj banifned, with the other royalifts, to, a dis-

tance from that city, and feeing every event turn

out unfortunately for his royal mafter, and threaten

him with a cataftrophe dill more direful, he thought

proper to retire into France, where he joined the

queen and the prince of Wales.

In Ireland, during thefe tranfactions, the autho-

rity of the nuncio prevailed without control among
all the catholics j and that prelate, by his indifcre-

tion and infolence, foon made them repent of the

power with which they had entrufted him. Prudent
men likewife were fenfible of the total deftrudtion,

which was hanging over the nation from the Englifh,

parliament, and law no refource or fafety but in

giving fuppbrt to the declining authority of the

king. The earl of Clanricarde, a nobleman of an
ancient family, a perfon too of merit, who had ever

preierved his loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin which
threatened his countrymen, and was relblved, if

poflible, to prevent it. He fecretly formed a com-
bination among the catholics , he entered into a

correfpondence with Inchiquin, who preferved

great authority over the protefcants in Munfter ; he
attacked the nuncio, whom he chafed out of the

ifland ; and he fent to Paris a deputation, inviting

the lord- lieutenant to return and take porTeffion of
his government.

OrxMomd, on his arrival in Ireland, found the

kingdom divided into many factions, among which
either open war or fecret enmity prevailed. The
authority of the Englifn parliament was eftablifhed

in Dublin, and the other tov/ns, which he himfelf
had delivered into their hands, O'Neal maintain-
ed his credit in Uliler ; and having entered into a

fecret correfpondence with the parliamentary ge-

M 2 neralsj
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CHAP. n erals, was more intent on fchemes for his own
. .'^ perfonal fafety than anxious for the prefervation of

1649. his country or religion. The other Iriftij divided

between their clergy, who were averfe to Ormond,
and their nobility, who were attached to him, were

very uncertain in their motions and feeble in their

meafures. The Scots in the north, enraged, as

well as their other countrymen, againft the usurpa-

tions of the fectarian army, profoTed their adher-

ence to the king j but were ftill hindered by many
prejudices from entering into a cordial union with

his lieutenant. All tbefe diftracted councils and

contrary humours checked the progrefs of Ormond,
and enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to

•maintain their ground againll him. The republi-

can faction, meanwhile, in England, employed in

fubduing the revolted royalifts, in reducing the

parliament to fubjection, in the trial, condemna-
tion, and execution of their fovereign, totally ne-

glected the lupplying of Ireland, and allowed Jones

and the forces in Dublin to remain in the utmoit

weaknefs and neceffity. The lord- lieutenant, though

ilirrounded with difficulties, neglected not the fa-

vourable opportunity cf promoting the royal caufe.

Having at laft affembled an army of 16,000 men,
he advanced upon the parliamentary garrifons.

Dundalk, where Monk commanded, was deliver-

ed up by the troops, who mutinied againll their

governor. Tredah, Neury, and ether forts, were

taken. Dublin was threatened with a fiege ; and the

affairs of the lieutenant appeared in fo prolperous a

condition, that the young king entertained thoughts

ofcoming in perfon into Ireland.

When the Englifli commonwealth was brought
to fome tolerable iettlemcnt, men began to caft

their eyes towards the neighbouring ifland. During
the contell of the two parties, the government of
Ireland had remained a great object of intrigue j

and the prefbyterians endeavoured to obtain the

lieutenancy
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lieutenancy for Waller, the independents for Lam-
bert. After the execution of the king, Cromwel
himfelf began to afpitfe to a command, where fo 164.9.

much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo much
authority acquired. In his abfence, he took care March 15.

to have his name propofed to the council of ftate

;

and both friends and enemies concurred immediately

to vote him into that important office : The former

fufpected, that the matter had not been proposed

merely by chance, without his own concurrence

;

the latter defircd to remove him to a didance, and

hoped, during his abfence, to gain the afcendant

over Fairfax, whom he had fo long blinded by his

hypocritical profefilons. Cromwel himfelf, when
informed of his election, feigned furprife, and pre-

tended at firft to hefitate with regard to the accept-

ance of the command. And Lambert, either de-

ceived by his difUmulation, or in his turn feigning

to be deceived, Mill continued, notwithstanding this

difappointment, his friendlhip and connexions with

Cromwel.
The new lieutenant immediately applied himfelf

with his wonted vigilance to make preparations for

his-' expedition. Many diforders in England it be-

hoved him previously to compofe. All places were
full of danger and inquietude. Though men, afto-

nifhed with the fuccefles of the army, remained in

feeming tranquillity, fymptoms of the greateft dif-

content every where appeared. The Englim, long
accuftomed to a mild adminiftration, and unac-
quainted with difnmulation, could not conform their

fpeech and countenance to the prefent neceffity, or
pretend attachment to a form of government, which
they generally regarded with fuch violent abhor-
rence. It was requifite to change the magiftracy of
London, and to degrade, as well as punifh, the

mayor and fome of the aldermen, before the pro-
clamation for the abolition of monarchy could be
publifhed in the city. Ah engagement being

M 3 framed
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chap, framed to fupport the commonwealth without king

v

L
^'

,
or houfe of peers, the army was with fome difficulty

1649. brought to fubfcribe it; but though it was impofed

upon the reft of the nation under fevere penalties,

no lefs than putting all who refufed out of the pro-

tection of law; fuch obftinate reluctance was ob-

ferved in the people, that even the imperious par-

liament was obliged to defift from it. The fpirit

of fanaticifm, by which that affembly had at firft

been ftrongly fupported, was now turned, in a great

meafure, againft them. The pulpits, being chiefly

filled with prefbyterians, or difguifed royalifts, and

having long been the fcene of news and politics,

could by no penalties be reftrained from declara-

tions unfavourable to the eftablifhed government.

Numberlefs were the extravagances which broke

out among the people. Everard, a difbanded foU

dier, having preached that the time was now come
when the community of goods would be renewed

among christians, led out his followers to take

pofleffion of the land ; and being carried before the

general, he refufed to falute him ; becaufe he was

but his fellow-creature
11

. What feemed more dan-

gerous, the army itfcif was infe6ted with like hu-
mours '. Though the levellers had for a time been

fupprefled by the audacious fpirit of Cromwel, they

ftill continued to propagate their doctrines among
the private men and inferior officers, who pretended

a right to be confulted, as before, in the admini-

stration of the commonwealth. They now practifed

againft their officers the fame lelfon which they

had been taught againft the parliament. They
framed a remonftrance, and fent five agitators to

prefent it to the general and council of war: Thefe
were cafhiered with ignominy by fencenceofa court

martial. One Lockier, having carried his fedition

farther, was fentenced to death ; but this punifh-

>> Whitlocke. V Sec note [G] at die end of the volume.

ment
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ment was fo far from quelling the mutinous fpij-it, c H A p -

that above a thouiand of his companions fhowed ._
'

_,

their adherence to him, by attending his funeral, 1649.

and wearing in their hats black and fca-green rib-

bons by way of favours. About four thouiand af- Levellers

fembled at Burford, under the command of Thorn- fuPPieiI
"

ed«

ion, a man formerly condemned for fedition by a

court-martial, but pardoned by the general. Co- May«

lonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fairfax and Cromwel,
fell upon them, while unprepared for defence, and

feduced by the appearance of a treaty. Four hun-

dred were takej prifoners : Some of them capitally ,

punifhed : The reft pardoned : And this tumultu-

ous fpirit, though it ftill lurked in the army, and

broke out from time to time, feemed for the prefent

to be fuppreffed.

Petitions, framed in the fame fpirit of oppofi-

tion, were prefented to the parliament by lieutenant-

colonel Lilburn, the perfon who, for difperfing fe-

ditious libels, had formerly been treated with luch

feverity by the (tar-chamber. His liberty was at

this time as ill relifhed by the parliament, and he

was thrown into prifon, as a promoter of fedition

and diforder in the commonwealth. The women
applied by petition for his releafe ; but were now
delired to mind their houfehold affairs, and leave

the government of the ftate to the men. From all

quarters, the parliament was haraffed with peti-

tions of a very free nature, which ftrongly fpoke

the fenfe of trie nation, and proved how ardently

all men longed for the reftoration of their laws andO
liberties. Even in a feaft, which the city gave to

the parliament and council of ftate, it was deemed
a requifite precaution, if we may credit Walker and
Dugdale, to fwear all the cocks, that they would
ferve nothing but wholefome food to them.

The parliament judged it neceffary to enlarge

the laws of high treafon beyond thofe narrow
bounds, within which they had been confined du-

M a rins:
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chap. r jng the monarchy. They even comprehended ver-

L _.|_'. _, bal offences, nay intentions, though they had never

1649. appeared in any overt- act againft the Mate. To
affirm the prefent government to be an ufurpation,

to afiert that the parliament or council of ftate were

tyrannical or illegal, to endeavour fubverting their

authority, or ftirring up fedition againft them; thefe

offences were declared to be high-treafon. The
power of imprifonment, of which the petition of

right had bereaved the king, it was now found ne-

cefiary to reftore to the council of ftate ; and all the

jails in England were filled with men whom the

jealoufies and fears of the ruling party had repre-

sented as dangerous K The taxes, continued bv

the new government, and which, being ur.ufual,

were efteemed heavy, increafed the general ill will

under which it laboured. Befides the cuftoms and

excife, ninety thoufand pounds a -month were levied

on land for the fubfiitence of the army. The fe-

queftrations and compositions of the royalifts, the

iale of the crown lands, and of the clean and chapter

lands, though they yielded great fums, were not

iufRcient to fupport the vaft expences, and, as wa<

fufpected, the great depredations of the parliament

and of their creatures '.

Amidst all thefe difficulties and difturbances, the

fteady mind of Cromwel, without confufion or

embarraiiment, ftill purfued its pnrpole. While

he was collecting an army of twelve thoufand

men in die weft of r.ngland, he lent to Ireland,

tinder Reynolds and \ enables, a reinforcement or

four thoufand horfe and foot, in order to frrengthen

[ones, and enable him to defend himfelf againft

the marquis of Ormond, who lay at Tinglafs,

and was making preparations for the attack of Dub-
Inchiquin, who had now made a treaty with

ii.itory of Independency, part ij. Pari. TV'L.ry, vol. :dx.
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the king's lieutenant, having, with a feparate body, chap.
taken Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offar-

t ^1 ,

rell who ferved under O'Neal, and to young Coot 1649.

who commanded ibme parliamentary forces. After

he had joined his troops to the main army, with

whom, for Ibme time, he remained united, Or-
mond pafTed the river Liffy, and took poft at Rath
mines, two miles from Dublin, with a view of

commencing the liege of that city. In order to cut

off all farther fupply from Jones, he had begun the

reparation of an old fort which lay at the gates of

Dublin j and being exhaufted with continual fatigue

for fome days, he had retired to reft, after leaving

orders to keep his forces under arms. He was fud- adAtigufh,

denly awaked with the noife of firing; and, Itarting

from his bed, law every thing already in tumult

and confufion. Jones, an excellent officer, formerly

a lawyer, had fallied out with die reinforcemen

newly arrived ; and, attacking the party employed
in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, pur-

ibed the advantage, and fell in with the army,
which had neglected Ormond's orders. Thefe he
ibon threw into diforder; put them to flight, in

fpite of all the efforts of the lord-lieutenant; chafed

them off the field; feized all their tents, baggage,

ammunition; and returned victorious to Dublin, siegeof

after killing a thoufand men, and taking above two Dublin

ihoufand prilbners
m

.

raiieJ *

This lofs, which threw fome blemifh on the mi-
litary character of Ormond, was irreparable to the

royal caufe. That numerous army which, with fo

much pains and difficulty, the lord-lieutenant had
been collecting for more than a year, was difperied

in a moment. Cromwel foon after arrived in Dub- *5 t!l Aug»

Jin, where he was welcomed with fhouts and re-

joicings. He haftened to Tredah. That town was
well fortified : Ormond had thrown into it a good

™ Pari. Hift. vol. xix. p. 165.
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garrifon of three thoufand men, under fir Arthur
Afton, an officer of' reputation. He expected that

Tredah, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin,

would firft be attempted by Crcmwel, and he was
defirous to employ the enemy Jbme time in that

fiege, while he himfelf mould repair his broken
forces. But Cromwel knew the importance of dif-

patch. Having made a breach, he ordered a ge-

neral afiault. Though twice repulfed with lofs, he

renewed the attack, and himfelf, along with Ireton,

led on his men. All oppofition was overborne by
the furious valour of the troops. The town was

taken fword in hand; and orders being iffued to

give no quarter, a cruel (laughter was made of the

garrifon. Even a few, who were faved by the fol-

diers, fatiated with blood, were next day miferably

butchered by orders from the general. One perfon

alone of the garrifon efcaped to be a meffenger of

this univerfal havoc and deitruction.

Cromwel pretended to retaliate by this fevere

execution the cruelty of the Irifh maffacre: But he

well knew, that almoft the whole garrifon was Eng-
lifh; and his juftice was only a barbarous policy, in

order to terrify all other garrilbns from refiftance.

EI is policy, however, had the defired effect. Hav-
ing led the army without delay to Wexford, he

began to batter the town. The garrifon, after a

flight defence, offered to capitulate ; but, before

they obtained a cefiation, they imprudently ne-

glected their guards; and the Englifh army rufhed

in upon them. The fame feverity was exercifed as

at Tredah.

Every town before which Cromwel prefented

himfelf, now opened its gates without refiftance.

Rofs, though ftrongly garrilbned, was furrendered

October, by lord Taffe. Having taken Eftionage, Cromwel
threw a bridge over the Barrow, and made himfelf

roafter of Paffage and Carrie. The Englifh had no
farther difficulties to encounter than what arofe

from
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from fatigue and the advanced feafon. Fluxes and chap.
• IV

contagious diftempers creeped in among the fol- t
'^

diets, who perifhed in great numbers. Jones him- ^49.

feif, the brave governor of Dublin, died at Wex-
ford. And Cromwei had fo far advanced with his

decayed army, that he began to find it difficult,

either to fubfift in the enemy's country, or retreat to

his own garriibn. But while he was in thefe ftraits, Novembi

Corke, Kinfale, and all the Engiifh garrifons in

Mu niter, deferted to him, and opening their gates,

refclved to fhare the fortunes of their victorious

countrymen.

This defertion of the Engiifh put an end to Or-
mond's authority, which was already much dimt-

nifhed by the misfortunes at Dublin, Tredah, and
Wexford. The Irifh, actuated by national and re-

ligious prejudices, could no longer be kept in obe-

dience by a proteftant governor, who was fo unfuc-

cefsful in all his enterprifes. The clergy renewed

their excommunications againft him and his adhe-

rents, and added the terrors of fuperftition to thole

which arofe from a victorious enemy. Cromwei,
having received a reinforcement from England,

again took the field early in the fpring. He made
himfelf mailer of Kilkenny and Clonmel, the only

places where he met with any vigorous refiftance.

The whole frame of the Irifh union being in a man-
ner diffolved, Ormond foon after left the ifland,

and delegated his authority to Clanricarde, who
found affairs fo defperate as to admit of no remedy.

The Irifh were glad to embrace banifhment as a

refuge. Above 40,000 men pafTed into foreign

fervice j and Cromwei, well-pleaied to free the ifland

from enemies, who never could be cordially recon-

ciled to the Engiifh, gave them full liberty and lei-

fure for their embarkation.

While Cromwei proceeded with fuch uninter-

rupted fucceis in Ireland, which in the fpace of

nine
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CHAP. n } ne months he had almoft entirely fubdufd, fortune

^ __' *

f
was preparing for him a new fcene of victory and

16*9. triumph in Scotland. Charles was at the Hague
when fir Jofeph Douglas brought him intelligence

that he was proclaimed king by the Scottifh parlia-

ment. At the fame time, Douglas informed him
of the hard conditions annexed to the proclamation,

and extremely damped that joy which might 2 rife

from his being recognifed fovereign in one of his

kingdoms. Charles too confidered, that thofe who
pretended to acknowledge his title, were at that

very time in actual rebellion againft his family, and

would be lure to intruft very little authority in his

hands, and fcarcely would afford him perfonal liber-

ty and fecurity. As the profpecl: of affairs in Ire-

land was at that time not unpromillng, he intended

rather to try his fortune in that kingdom, from

which he expected more dutiful fubmifuon and obe-

dience.

Meanwhile he found it expedient to depart from

Holland. The people in the United Provinces

were much attached to his interefts. Befides his

connexion with the family of Orange, which was

extremely beloved by the populace, all men regard-

ed with compaflion his helplefs condition, and ex-

prefTed the greateft abhorrence againft the murder
of his fatfier ; a deed to which nothing, they

thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and faction could

have impelled the parliament. But though the

public in general bore great favour to the king, the

States were unealy at his prefence. They dreaded

the parliament, lb formidable by their power, and

fo profperous in all their enterprifcs. They appre-

hended the mo ft precipitate resolutions from nien of

fuch violent and haughty difpofi tions. And, after

the murder of Doriflaus, they found it ftill more
r.eceftary to fatisfy the Eriglifh commonwealth^ by

removing the king to a diftance from them.

DORISLAUS,
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Dorislaus, though a native of Holland, had CI
££

P'

lived long in England ; and . being employed as ^ _
' ^

-afllltant to the high court of juftice, which con- 1650.

demned the late king, he had rifen to great credit

and favour with the ruling party. They fent him

envoy to Holland ; but no fooner had he arrived at

the Hague, than he was {ez upon by fome royalifts,

chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They rufhed into

the room, where he was fitting with fome company;
dragged him from the table; put him to death as

the firft victim to their murdered fovereign ; very

rely and peaceably feparated themfelves ; and

though ordeis were iffued by the magiftrates to

arrett them, thefe were executed with fuch flownefs

and reluctance, that the criminals had all of them
the opportunity of making their efcape.

Charles, having palled fome time at Paris,

where no afiiftance was given him, and even few civili-

ties were paid him, made his retreat into J er fey, where

his authority was Hill acknowledged. Here Win-
ram, laird of Liberton, came to him as deputy

from the committee of eftates in Scotland, and in-

formed him of the conditions to which he mufb ne-

ceflarily fubmit before he could be admitted to the

exercife of his authority. Conditions more fevere

were never impofed by fubjecls upon their fove-

reign ; but as the affairs of Ireland began to decline,

and the king found it no longer iafe to venture

himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil anfwer . to

Winrarn, and defired commiffioners to meet him at

Breda, in order to enter into a treaty with regard to

thefe conditions.

The earls of Caffilis and Lothian, lord Burley, Cove -

the lairc^ of Liberton, and other commiffioners, 'ar-

rived at Breda; but without any power of treating :

The king muft fubmit, without referve, to the terms
impofed upon him. The terms were, that he
fliould iffue a proclamation, banifhing from court .

all
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all excommunicated perfons, that is, all thole who,
either under Hamilton or Montrofe, had vent ; cd

1650. their lives for his family ; that no Englifh fubjecT:

who had ferved againft the parliament mould be
allowed to approach him; that he mould bind him-
felf by his royal promife to take the covenant ; that

he mould ratify all acts of parliament, by which
prefbyterian government, the directory of worfhip,

the confeffion of faith, and the catechifm, were efta-

blifhed ; and that in civil affairs he mould entirely

conform himfelf to the direction of parliament, and
in ecclefiaftical to that of the afiembiy. Thefe pro-

posals, the cQmmiffioners, after palling fome time

in fermons and prayers, in order to exprefs the more
determined reiblution, very lolemnly delivered to

the king.

The king's friends were divided with regard to

the part which he fhould act in this critical conjunc-

ture. Mod: of his English councilors difiuaded him
from accepting conditions fo difadvantageous and
difhonourable. They faid that the men who now
governed Scotland were the meft furious and bi-

goted of that party, which, notwithstanding his

gentle government, had firft excited a rebellion

againft the late king; after the mofl unlimited con-

ceffions, had renewed their rebellion, and flopped

the progrefs of his victories in England ; and after

he had entrufted his perfon to them in his uttermoft

diftrefs, had bafely fold him, together with their

own honour, to his barbarous enemies : That they

had as yet mown no marks of repentance, and even

in the terms which they now pfopofed, difplayed

the fame antimonarchical principles, and the fame
jcaloufy of their fovereign, by which they had ever

been actuated: That nothing could be more dif-

honourable than that the king, in his firft enterprile,

fhould facrifice, merely for the empty name of roy-

alty, thofe principles for which his father had died

a martyr,



THE CO MAI ON WEALTH.
a martyr, and in which he himfelf had been fti icily-

educated : That by this hypocrify he might lofe the

royalifts, who alone were fincerely attached to him ; ^50
but never would gain the prefbyterians, who were

averfe to his family and his caufe, and would afcribe

his compliance merely to policy and neceffity : That
the Scots had refufed to give him any affurances of

their intending to reftore him to the throne of Eng-
land ; and could they even be brought to make fuch

an attempt, it had fufficiendy appeared, by the

event of Hamilton's engagement, how unequal their

force was to fo great an enterprife : That on the firft

check which they fhould receive, Argyle and his

partifans would lay hold of the quickeft expedient

for reconciling themfelves to the Englifh parlia-

ment, and would betray the king, as they had done

his father, into the hands of his enemies: And that

however defperate the royal caufe, it muft (till be

regarded as highly imprudent in the king to make
a facrifice of his honour, where the fole purchafe

was to endanger his life or liberty.

The earl of Laneric, now duke of Hamilton,

the earl of Lauderdale, and others of that party,

who had been banifhed their country for the late

engagement, were then with the king j. and being

defirous of returning home in his retinue, they

joined the opinion of the young duke of Bucking-
ham, and earneftly prefTed him to fubmit to the

conditions required of him. It was urged, that

nothing would more gratify the king's enemies than

to fee him fall into the fnare laid for him, and by

fo fcrupulous a nicety, leave the poffefiion of his

dominions to thofe who defired but a pretence for

excluding him: That Argyle, not daring fo far to

oppofe the bent of the nation as to throw off all

allegiance to his fovereign, had embraced this ex-

pedient, by which he hoped to make Charles de-

throne himfeif, and refule a kingdom which was

offered him : That it was not to be doubted but the

fame
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CHAP.< fame national fpirit, affifted by Hamilton and his
Lx

' party, would rife ftill higher in favour of their

1650. prince after he had entrufted himfelf to their fidelity,

and would much abate the rigour of the conditions

now impofed upon him : That whatever might be

the prelent intentions of the ruling party, they mule

unavoidably' be engaged in a war with England, and

mull accept the aiiiftance of the king's friends of

all parties, in order to fupport themfelves againft a

power ib much iuperior : That how much foever a

Iteady, uniform conduct might have been fuitable

to the advanced age and Uriel; engagements of the

late king, no one would throw any blame on a

young, prince for complying with conditions which

necelliry had extorted from him : That even the ri-

gour of thofe principles profeffed by his father,

though with fome it had exalted his character, had

been extremely prejudicial to his interefts; nor

could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal

caufe, than to give all parties room to hope for

more equal and more indulgent maxims of govern-

ment : And that where affairs were reduced to fo

defperate a fituation, dangers ought little to be re-

garded ; and the king's honour lay rather in fhow-

ing fome early fvmptoms of courage and activity,

than in chufing imctly a party among theological

controverfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he

.was as yet very little acquainted.

Thise; arguments, feconded by the advice of the

queen-mother and of the prince of Orange, the

king's brother- in law, -who both of them thought it

ridiculous to refufe a kingdom merely from regard

ro epifcopacy, had great influence en Charles.

But what chiefly determined him to comply was

the account brought him of the face of Mont-
rofe, who, with all the circumflances of rage

and contumely, had been put to'deadi by his zeal-

ous countrymen. Though in this inilance the

king law more evidently the furious fpirit by

9 which
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which the Scots were actuated, he had now no far-

ther refource, and was obliged to grant whatever

was demanded of him.

Montrose, having laid down his arms at the

command of the late king, had retired into France,

and, contrary to his natural difpofition, had lived

for fome time unadtive at Paris. He there became
acquainted with the famous cardinal de Retz ; and

that penetrating judge celebrates him in his me-
moirs as one of thofe heroes, of whom there are no
longer any remains in the world, and who are only

to be met with in Plutarch. Defirous of improv-

ing his martial genius, he took a journey to Ger-
many, was carefled by the emperor, received the

rank of marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment

for the Imperial fervice. While employed for that

purpofe in the Low Countries, he heard of the tra-

gical death of the king; and at the fame time re-

ceived from his young mafter a renewal of his com-
miffion of captain general in Scotland". His ar-

dent and daring fpirit needed but this authority to

put him in adlion. He gathered followers in Hol-
land and the north of Germany, whom his greac

reputation allured to him. The king of Denmark
and duke of Holflein lent him fome fmall fupply

of money : The queen of Sweden furnifhed him
with arms : The prince of Orange with fhips : And
Montrofe, haftening his enterpriie, leit the king's

agreement with the Scots fhould make him revoke

his commiffion, fet out for the Orkneys with about

500 men, moil of them Germans. Thefe were all

the preparations which he could make againft a

kingdom, fettled in domeftic peace, fupported by a

difciplined army, fully apprifed of his enterprife,

and prepared againft him. Some of his retainers

having told him of a prophefy, that to him and bint

alone it tvas referved to rejiore the king's authority

* Burnet- Clarendon,

Vol. VII. N in
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« in all bis dominions-, he lent a willing ear to fuggef-

^
"

_'_. tions which, however ill-grounded or improbable,

1650. were fo conformable to his own daring character.

He armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Ork-
neys, though an 11 nwarlike people, and carried

them over with him to Caithnefs ; hoping that

, the general affection to the king's fervice, and the

^fame of his former exploits, would make the High-
landers flock to his ftandard. But all men were

now haraffed and fatigued with wars and diforders

:

Many of thofe who formerly adhered to him, had
been feverely punifhed by the covenanters : And no
profpect of fuCcefs was entertained in oppofition to

& great a force as was drawn toe-ether againft him.

Buz however weak Montrofc's army, the memory
of pail events itruck a great terror into the com-
mittee of eRates. They immediately ordered Lefley

and Holborne to march againfl him with an army
of 4OC.0 men. Strahan was lent before, with a body
of cavalry to check his progrefs. He fell unex-

pectedly on Montrofe, who had no horfe to bring

him intelligence. The royalifts were put to flight;

nil of them either killed or taken prifoners ; and
Montrofe Montrofe himfelf^ having put on the difguife of a

-
i:

" peafant, was perfidiouily delivered into the hands of

his enemies, by a friend to whom he had entrufled

his peripji.

All the infolence, which fuccels can produce in

ungenerous minds, was exercifed by the covenant-

ers againft Montrofe, whom they lb much hated

and fo much dreaded. Theological antipathy far-

ther incre3ied their indignities towards a perfon,

whom they regarded as impious on account of the

excommunication which had been pronounced

againfl: him. Lefley led him about for feveral days

in the fame low habit under which he had difguifed

himfcif. Tiie vulgar, wherever he paffed, were

inftigated to reproach and vilify him. When he

came to Edinburgh, every circumftance of elaborate

t.lKfll
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rage and in (lilt was put in practice by order of the chap.
parliament. At the gate of the city he was met by , -/ j
the magiftratcs, and put into a new cart, purpofely ir, S o,

made with a high chair or bench, where he was

placed, that the people might have a full view of

him. He was bound with a cord, drawn over his

bread and fhoulders, and fattened through holes

made in the cart. The hangman then took off the

hat of the noble prifoner, and rode himfelf before

the cart in his livery, and with his bonnet on ; the

other officers, who were taken prifoners with the

marquis, walking two and two before them.

The populace, more generous and humane,
when they faw fo mighty a change of fortune in this

great man, fo lately their dread and terror, into

whofe hands the magistrates, a few years before,

had delivered on their knees the keys of the city,

were (truck with companion, and viewed him with

filent tears and admiration. The preachers, next

Sunday, exclaimed againit this movement of rebel

nature, as they termed it; and reproached the peo-

ple with their profane tendernefs towards the capital

enemy of piety and religion.

When he was carried before the parliament,

which was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a

violent declamation, reproached' him with the breach

of the national covenant, which he had fubferibed >

his rebellion againft God, the king, and the king-

dom ; and tne many horrible murders, treafons,

and impieties, for which he was now to be brought
to condign punifnment. Montrofe in his anfwer

maintained the fame fupefiority above his enemie>,

to which, by his fame and great actions, as well sis

by the confeiouihefs of a good caufe, he was jufUy

entitled. He told the parliament, that, fince tfie

king, as he was informed, had fo far avowed thr.-

authority as to enter into treaty with them, he now
appeared uncovered before their tribunal; a refpe't:

N 2 ii ;h
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CHAT, which, while they flood in open defiance to their

fovereign, they would in vain have required of him.

1650. That he acknowledged, with infinite frame and

remorfe, the errors of his early conduct, when their

plaufible pretences had feduced him to tread with

them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms againft

his prince and country. That his following fervices,

he hoped, had fufficiently teflified his repentance -,

and his death would now atone for that guilt, the

only one with which he could juftly reproach him-

felf. That in all his warlike enterprifes he was

warranted by that commiffion, which he had re-

ceived from his and their matter, againft whole law-

ful authority they had erected their itandard. That
to venture his life for his fovereign was the leaft

part of his merit : He had even thrown down his

arms in obedienue to the facred commands of the

king ; and had refigned to them the victory, which,

in defiance of all their efforts, he was flill enabled

to difpute with them. That no blood had ever been

fhed by him but in the field of battle ; and many
perfons were now in his eye, many now dared to

pronounce fentence of death upon him, whofe life,

forfeited by the laws of war, he had formerly faved

from the fury of the foldiers. That he was forry

to find no better teftimony of their return to alle-

giance than the murder of fo faithful a fubject, in

whofe death the king's commiffion muft be, at

once, fb highly injured and affronted. That as to

himfelf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and
degrade him by all their itudied indignities : The
juftice of his caufe, he knew, wculd ennoble any

fortune ; nor had he other affliction than to fee the

authority of his prince, with which he was inverted,

treated with ib much ignominy. And that he now
joyfully followed, by a like unjuft fentence, his

late fovereign j and fhould be happy if, in his

future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame
blifsful
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blifsful manfions, where his piety and humane vir- CHAP,
tues had already, without doubt, fecured him an ,_

''
, j

eternal recompenfe. 165-..

Montrose's fentence was next pronounced

againft him, " That he, James Graham" (for this

was the only name they vouchfafed to give him),
tc fhould next day be carried to Edinburgh crofs,
iC and there be hanged en a gibbet, thirty feet high,

" for the fpace of three hours : Then be taken
<c down, his head to be cut off upon a fcaffbld, and
<c affixed to the prifon : His legs and arms be ftuck
fC upon the four chief towns of the kingdom : His
<c body be buried in the place appropriated for com-
ic mon malefactors ; except the church, upon his

" repentance, fhould take off his excommunica-
to tion."

The clergy, hoping that the terrors of immedi-
ate death had now given them an advantage over

their enemy, flocked about him, and infulted over

his fallen fortunes. They pronounced his damna-
tion, and affured him, that the judgment, which

he was fo foon to fuffer, would prove but an eafy

prologue to that which he muft undergo hereafter.

They next offered to pray with him : But he was

too well acquainted with thofe forms of imprecation

which they called prayers. " Lord, vouchfafe yet
" to touch the obdurate heart of this proud incorri-
c
5 gible firmer; this wicked, perjured, traiterous,

" and profane perfon, who refufes to hearken to

** the voice of thy church." Such were the peti-

tions, which, he expected, they would, according

to cuftom, offer up for him. He told them, that

they were a miferably deluded and deluding people;

and would fhortly bring their country under the

mod infupportable fervitude, to which any nation

had ever been reduced. " For my part," added

he, Cf
I am much prouder to have my head affixed

" to the place where it is fentenced to ftand, than
" to have my picture hang in the king's bed-cham-

N 3
Cf ber,
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1 ber. So far from being forry that my quarters
c are to be font to four cities of the kingdom ; I

c wifn I had limbs enow to be difperfed into all

" the cities of Chriitendom, there to remain as
tc tedlmonies in favour of the caufe for which I

cc fuffer." This fentiment, that very evening,

while* in prifon, he threw into verfe. The poem
remains; a fignal monument of his heroic fpirit,

and no defpicable proof of his poetical genius.
MB May. £\o\v was led forth, amiclfl the infuks of his

enemies and the tears of the people, this man of

illutlrious birth, and of the greateft renown in the

nation, to fuffer, for his adhering to the laws of his

country, and the rights of his ibvereign, the igno-

minious death deitincd to the meaneit malefactor.

Every attempt, which the infolence of the govern-

ing party had made to fubdue his fpiiit, had hither-

to proved fruitlefs : They made yet one effort moie,

in this lad and melancholy fccne, when ail enmity,

arifing from motives meiely human, is commonly
foftened and difarmed. 1'he excutioner brought

that book, which had been pubiifned in elegant

Latin, of his great military actions, and tied it by

a cord about his neck. Montrofe firmed at this

new inftance of their malice. He thanked them,

however, for their officious zeal j and faid, that

he bore this teftimony of Ins bravery and loyalty

with more pride than he had ever worn the gar-

ter. Having afked, whether they had any more
indignities to put upon him, and renewing fume

Executed, devout ejaculations, he patiently endured the laft act

of the executioner.

Thus perifhed, in the thirty-eighth year of his

age, the gallant marquis of Montrofe; the man
whofe military genius, b ;tn by valour and con-

duu, had fhone forth beyond any which, during

tnefe civil diforders, had appeared in the three king-

doms. The finer arts too, he had, in his youth,

f^qcefsfully cultivated j and whatever was fublime,

elegant.
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elegant, or noble, touched his great foul. Nor c *tA ?.

was he infenfible to the pleaiures either of fociety ,_ J j _j

or of love. Something, however, of the vafi and 1650.

unbounded charaderiled his actions and deport-

ment; and it was merely by an heroic erFort of duty,

that he brought his mind, impatient of fuperiority,

'

and even of equality, to pay fuch unlimited iubmii-

fion to the will of his fovereign.

The vengeance of the covenanters was not fatif-
, ,

fied with Montrofe's execution. Urrey, whofein-

conftancy now led him to take part with the king,

fufFered about the fame time ; Spotifwood of

Daerfie, a youth of eighteen, fir Francis Hay ot

Dalgeti, and colonel Sibbald, all of them of birth and

character, underwent a like fate. Thefe were taken

prifoners with Montrofe. The marquis of Hunt-
ley, about a year before, had alio fallen a vicVim

to the feverity of the covenanters.

The paft fcene difplays in a full light the bar-

barity of this theological faction : The fequel will

fufficiently difplay their abfurdity.

The king, in confequence of his agreement with -3 J June-

the commififioners of Scotland, fet fail for that coun-
try; and being efcorted by feven Dutch mips of

war, who were fent to guard the herring fifhery, he

arrived in the frith of Cromarty. Before he was

permitted to land, he was required to fign the co-

venant ; and many fermons and lectures were made
him, exhorting him to perfevere in that holy con-

federacy °. Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dumfermling, Covenant-

and other noblemen of that party whom they called ei'*•

Engagers, were immediately leparatcd from him,

and obliged to retire to their houfes, where they

lived in a private manner, without truft or autho-

rity. None of his Engliih friends, who had ferved

his father, were allowed to remain in the kingdom;

Sir Eil'.vai.d Walkei's Mii'io.ical Diicourfas, p, 159..

N 4 The
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The king himfelf found that he was conlidered as

a mere pageant of date, and that the few remains

of royalty which he poiieffed, ferved only to draw
on him the greater indignities. One of the quar-

ters of Montrofe, his faithful fcrvant, who had

borne his commiflion, had been fent to Aberdeen,

and was ftiil allowed to hang over the gates when
he pafied by that place p

. The general aflembly,

and afterwards the committee of eftates and the

army, who were entirely governed by the aflembly,

fet forth a public declaration, in which they proteft-

ed, tc that they did not efpoufe any malignant quar^

rel or party, but fought merely on their former

grounds or principles ; that they difclaimed all

the fins and guilt of the king, and of his houfej

nor would they own him or his intereft, other-

wife than with a fubordination to God, and fb

far as he owned and prolecuted the caufe of God,
and acknowledged the fins of his houfe, and of

his former ways 9 ."

The king, lying entirely at mercy, and having

no- aflu ranee of life or liberty, farther than was
agreeable to the fancy of thefe auftere zealots, was
conlb^ined to embrace a meafure, which nothing

but the necefiity of his affairs, and his great youth

and inexperience, could excufe. He ilfued a de-

claration, fuch as they required of him r

. He there

gave thanks for the merciful difpenfations of provi-

dence, by which he was recovered from the fnare

of evil counfel, had attained a full perfualion of the

righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to.

caft himfelfand his'interefts whoilv upon God. He
defired to be deeply humbled and afflicted in fpiiit,

becaufe of his father's following wicked mealures,

oppofing the covenant and the work of reformation,

and fheduing the blood of God's people throughout

P SirEihvaH Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 160.
M
- Ibid. p. t66, 167. r I'jiJ. p. 170.

all
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all his dominions : He lamented the idolatry of his

mother, and the toleration of it in his father's

houfe ; a matter of great offence, he faid, to all the ,650

proteftant churches, and a great provocation to him
who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins of the father

upon the children. He profefTed, that he would
have no enemies but the enemies of the covenant j

and that he detefled all popery, fuperflitton, prelacy,

herefy, fchifm, and profaneneis : And was refolved

not to tolerate, much lefs to countenance, any of

them in any of his dominions. He declared, that

he mould never love or favour thofe who had ib

little confcience as to fojlow his interefts, in prefer-

ence to the gofpel and the kingdom of Jefus Chrift.

And he exprefied his hope, that, whatever ill fuc-

cefs his former guilt might have drawn upon his

caufe, yet now, having obtained mercy to be on
God's fide, and to acknowledge his own caufe fub-

ordinate to that of God, divine providence would
crown his arms with victory.

Still the covenanters and the clergy were diffi-

dent of the king's fincerity. The facility which he

difcovered in yielding whatever was required of

him, made them fufpecT, that he regarded all his

conceffions merely as ridiculous farces, to which he

muft of neceflity fubmit. They had another trial

prepared for him. In (lead of the folemnity of his

coronation, which was delayed, they we.re refolved

that he fhould pafs through a public humiliation,

and do penance before the whole people. They
fent him twelve articles of repentance, which he was
to acknowledge; and the king had agreed, that he
would fubmit to this indignity. The various tranf-

greflions of his father and grandfather, together -

with the idolatry of his mother, are again enume-
rated and aggravated in thefe articles ; and farther

declarations were infilled on, that he fought the re-

Jtoration of his rights for the fole advancement of

religion,
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c h A P. religion, and in fubordination to the kingdom of

._
L
^' J Chrift*. In fhort, having exalted the altar above

e6-o. the throne, and brought royalty under their feet,

the clergy were refolved to trample on it, and vilify

it, by every inftance of contumely, which their pre-

ient influence enabled them to impofe upon their un-

happy prince.

CHfARits in the mean time found his authority

entirely annihilated, as well as his character degrad-

ed. He was confulted in no public meafure. He
was n-ot called to a Rill at any councils. His favour

was fufikient to difcredit any pretender to office or

advancement. All efforts which he made to unite

the oppofite parties, increafed the fufpicion which

the covenanters had entertained of him, as if he

were not entirely their own. Argyle, who by fub-

tleties and compliances, was partly led and partly

governed by this wild faction, (till turned a deaf ear

to all advances which the king made to enter into

confidence with him. Malignant* and Engagers

continued to be the objects of general hatred and

perfecution ; and whoever was obnoxious to the

clergy, failed not to have one or other of thefe epi-

thets affixed to him. The fanaticifm which pre-

vailed, being fo full of four and angry principles,

and fo overcharged with various antipathies, had ac^

quired a new object of abhorrence : Thefe were the

Svrserers. So prevalent was the opinion of witch-

craft, that great numbers accufed of that crime were

burnt by fentence of the magistrates throughout all

parts of Scotland. In a village near Berwic, which

contained only fourteen houfes, fourteen perlbns

were punifhed by tire
1

; and it became a fcience-,

every where much ftudied. and cultivated, to diftin-

guiili a true witch by proper trials and fymptoms".

s Sir E<iwml \\'y! T
itri"s Riilorkal DifcouiTes, p. 17S.

* Wbitiockt'3 p. 404.. 408. « Ibid. p. 3y6. 418.

Tk;
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The advance of the Englifh army under Crom- chap.
wel was not able to appeafe or foften the animofities " '

.

among the parties in Scotland. The clergy were 1650.

It ill reiblute to exclude all but their more zealous

adherents. As Toon as the Englifh parliament found

that the treaty between the king and the Scots

would probably terminate in an accommodation,

they made preparations for a war which, they faw,

would in the end prove inevitable. Cromwel, hav-

ing broken the force and courage of the Irifh, was
fent for ; and he lefc the command of Ireland tot

Ireton, who governed that kingdom in the charac-

ter of deputy, and with vigilance and induftry per-

fevered in the work of fubduing and expelling the

natives.

It was expected that Fairfax, who ftill retained

the name of general, would continue to act againlt

Scotland, and appear at the head of the forces j a
itation for which he was well qualified, and where
alone he made any figure. But Fairfax, though he
had allowed the army to make ufe of his name in

murdering their ibvereign, and offering violence to

the parliament, had entertained u nibrmoun table

fcruples againft invading the Scots, whom he con-
fidered as zealous prefbyterians, and united to Eng-
land by the facred bands of the covenant. He was
farther dilgufted at the extremities into which he
had already been hurried ; and was confirmed in his

repugnance by the exhortations of his wife, who had
great. influence over him, and was herfelf much
governed by the prefbyterian clergy. A committee
of parliament was lent to reaibn with him ; and
Cromwel was of the number. In vain did they
urge that the Scots had firft broken the covenant
by their invafion of England under Hamilton ; and
that they would furely renew their hoftiie attempts,

if not prevented by the vigorous meafures of the

commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the rigid in-

flexibility of Fairfax in every thing which he re-

1 o garded
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c H A P. garded as matter of principle, ventured to folicit

,~—^ him with the utmofl earneilnefs; and he went Co

1650. far as to fhed tears of grief and vexation on the oc-

cafion. No one could fuipec~l any ambition in the

man, who laboured fo zealoufly to retain his general

in that high office which, he knew, he himfelf was
enticled to fill. The fame warmth of temper which
made Cromwel a frantic enthufiaft, rendered him
the mod dangerous of hypocrites ; and it was to

this turn of mind, as much as to his courage and
capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuceeffes.

By the contagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged

every one to co-operate with him in his meafures

;

and entering eafily and affectionately into every

part which he was difpofed to act, he was enabled,

even after multiplied deceits, to cover, under a

tempeft of paffion, all his crooked fchemes and pro-

found artifices.

Fairfax having refigned his commiffion, it was
bellowed on Cromwel, who was declared captain-

general of all the forces in England. This com-
mand, in a commonwealth, which flood entirely by
arms, was of the utmcfl importance ; and was the

chief flep which this ambitious politician had yet

made towards fovereign power. He immediately

marched his forces, and entered Scotland with an

army of 16,000 men.
The command of the Scottifh army was given

to Lefley, an experienced officer, who formed a

very proper plan of defence. He entrenched him-
felf in a fortified camp between Edinburgh and
Leith, and took care to remove from the counties

of Merfe and the Lothians every thing which could

ferve to the fubfiflence of the Englifh army. Crom-
wel advanced to the Scottifh camp, and endeavoured
by every expedient to bring Lefley to a battle : The
prudent Scotchman knew that, though fuperior in

numbers, his army was much inferior in difcipline

to the Englifh j and he carefully kept himfelf with-

1 in
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in his entrenchments. Ey ikirmifhes and fmall ren- CHAP,
counters he tried to confirm the fpirits of his foldiers; ,_

'

_,

and he was fuccefsful in thefe enterprifes. His army 1650.

daily increafed both in numbers and courage. The
king came to the camp ; and having exerted himfelf

in an action, gained on the affections of the foldiery,

who were more defirous of ferving under a young
prince of fpirit and vivacity, than under a com-
mittee of talking gown-men. The clergy were

alarmed. They ordered Charles immediately to

leave the camp. They alfo purged it carefully of

about four thouland Mailgnants and Engagers, whofe
zeal had led them to attend the king, and who were

the foldiers of chief credit and experience in the na-

tion
v
'. They then concluded, that they had an

army compofed entirely of faints, and could not be

beaten. They murmured extremely, not only againft

their prudent general, but alfo againft the Lord, on
account of his delays in giving them deliverance x

;

and they plainly told him, that if he would not fave

them from the Englifh feftaries, he fhould no longer

be their God y
. An advantage having offered itielf

on a Sunday, they hindered the general from making
ufe of it, left he fhould involve the nation in the

guilt of fabbath-breaking.

Cromwel found himfelf in a very bad fituation.

He had no provifions but what he received by lea.

He had not had the precaution to bring thefe in fuf-

ficient quantities, and his army was reduced to

dirncukies. He retired to Dunbar. Lefley fol-

lowed him, and encamped on the heights of Lam-
mermure, which overlook that town. There lay

many difficult paries between Dunbar and Berwic,
and of thefe Lefley had taken pofTetfion. The Eng-
lifh general was reduced to extremities. He had
even embraced, a resolution of fending by lea all

his foot and artillery to England, and of breaking

* BfrEdw. Walker, p. 165. x Ttj t p. ^g.
\ Whirlocke, p. -,-,-

through.
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c h A P. through, at all hazards, with his cavalry. The mad-

^ *_i nefs of the Scottifh. ecclefiaitics faved him from this

*£j<»i lofs and dishonour.

Night and day the minifters had been wreftling

with the Lord in prayer, as they termed it ; and

they fancied that they had at laft obtained the vic-

tory. Revelations, they faid, were made them,

that the feclarian and heretical army, together with

Agag, meaning Cromwel, was delivered into their

hands. Upon the faith of thefe vifions, they forced

their general, in fpite of his remonftrances, to def-

fcend into the plain, with a view of attacking the
Battle of Eno-lifh in their retreat. Cromwel, looking; through
Dunbar. frri >

• •
1 r

a glais, law the enemy s camp in motion j and fore-

told, without the help of revelations, that the Lord
had delivered them into bis hands. He gave or-

^J Sept. ders immediately for an attack. In this battle it

was eafily obferved that nothing, in military ac-

tions, can fupply the place of difcipline and expe-

rience j and that, in the prefence of real danger,

where men are not accuftomed to it, the fumes of

enthufiafm prefently difiipate, and lofe their influ-

ence. The Scots, though double in number to the

Engiilh, were Ibon put to flight, and purfued with

great flaughter. The chief, if not only, refinance

was made by one regiment of Highlanders, that

part of the army which was the lead infected with

fanaticifm. No victory could be more complete

than this which was obtained by Cromwel. About
three thoufand of the enemy were ilain, and nine

thoufand taken prifoners. Cromwel purfued his ad-

vantage, and took poffefiion of Edinburgh and Leith.

The remnant of the Scottiili army rled to Stirling.

The approach of the winter feafon, and an ague,

which leized Cromwel, kept him from pufhing the

victory any farther.

The clergy made great lamentations, and told

the Lord, that to them it was little to iacrihre their

lives and efiates3 but to him it was a great lofs to

fufier
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faffer his eled to be dellroyed \ They publiihed a c ha p"

declaration, containing the caufe of their late mif- t
>

/*"
^

fortunes. Thefe visitations they afcribed to the t 6 5 o,

manifold provocations of the king's houfe, of which

they feared he had not yet thoroughly repented

;

the Jecret intrufion of malignants into the king's

family, and even into the camp; the leaving of -a

moil malignant and profane guard of hode, who,
being fent for to be purged, came two days before

the defeat, and were allowed to fight with the army

;

the owning of the king's quarrel by many without

fubordination to religion and liberty ; and the

carnal felf- keeping of fome, together with the

neglect of family prayers by others.

Cromwel, having been fb fuccefsful in the war

of the fword, took up the pen againit the Scottuli

ecclefiaflics. He wrote them fome polemical letters,

in which he maintained the chief points of the inde-

pendent theology. He took care likewife to retort

on them their favourite argument of providence i

and afked them, Whether the Lord had not de-

clared againft them ? But the minifters thought that

the fame events, which to their enemies were judg-

ments, to them were trials ; and diey replied, that

the Lord had only hid his face for a time, from Ja-
cob. ButCromwel infilled, that the appeal had beea

made to God in the mod exprefs and iblemn man -

ner, and that, in the fields of Dunbar, an irrevoca-

ble decifion had been awarded in favour of the

Knglilh army a
.

The

* Sir Toward Walker.
3 Tim is, tha beft of'Cromwel's wretched compodtions that remain;,

v 'hall here extract a piUlage out of it. " You fay you have n<«c

" fa 1 earned Chrilt as to hang the equity of our caufe upon evems.
fe We could v/iih. thr.t Hindnefs lnd not been i;pon your eyes to ai.l

" thofe marvellous difnenfations, which God had wrought lately ra
" England. But did not you folemrdy appeal and ucay ? Did not we
«' do fo too ? And ought not we and you to think, with fear and
«S Oimbling, cf the hratSJ til th; great Got, in rliis ttiigfcty and (watige

k: i&Beara
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The defeat of the Scots was regarded by the king
as a fortunate event. The armies, which foughc

1651. on both fides, were almoft equally his enemies

;

and the vanquished were now obliged to give him
lome more authority, and apply to him for fupport.

The parliament was iummonedto meet at St. John-
ftone's. Hamilton, Lauderdale, and all the En-
gagers, were admitted into court and camp, on
condition of doing public penance, and exprefiing

repentance for their late tranfgrefllons. Some
Malignarits alio creeped in under various pretences.

The intended humiliation or penance of the king
was changed into the ceremony of his coronation,

Jan. 1. which was performed at Scone with great pomp and
folemnity. But amidft all this appearance of re-

fpect, ' Charles remained in the hands of the mod
rigid covenanters : And though treated with civility

and courtefy by Argyle, a man of parts and ad-

drefs, he was little better than a prifoner, and was

ftill expofed to all the rudenefs and pedantry of the

ecclefiaftics.

This young prince was in a fituation which very

ill fuited his temper and difpofition. All thofe good
qualities which he pofTened, his affability, his wit, his

gaiety, his gentleman-like, difengaged behaviour,

were here fo many vices ; and his loVe of eafe, li-

berty, and pfeafcre, was regarded as the higheft enor-

mity. Though artful in the practice of courtly difii-

" appearance of his, but can flightly call it an event? Were not both
" your and our expectations renewed from time to time, while we waited
" on God, to fee winch way he would manifefi himfelf upon our
,{ appeals ? And mail we, after all theie our prayers, failings, tears,
€t expectations, and folemn appeals, call thele mere events? The
f* Lord pity you. Surely we fear, because it has been a merciful and
** a gracious deliverance to us.

" I befeftcli you in the bowels of Chrift, fearch after the mind of the
* Lord in it towards you, and we ihali help you by our prayers that
M you may find it. For yet, ifwe know our heart at all, our bowels
" do in Chrift yearn after the godly in Scotland."

Thurioe, vol. i. p. 158.

mulation,



THE COMMONWEALTH. 193

rouUtion, the fanftified ftyle was utterly unknown c fj v.

to him ; and he never could mould his deportment

into that ftarched grimace, which the covenanters

required as an infallible mark of converfjon. The
duke of Buckingham was the only Bnglilh courtier

allowed to attend him; and, by his ingenious talent

for ridicule, lie had rendered himfelf extremely

agreeable to his mailer. While fo many objects of

derifion furrounded them, it was difficult to be.al-

togechei inienfihle to the temptation, and wholly to

fupprefs the laugh. Obliged to attend from morn-
ing to night at prayers and iermons, they betrayed

evident fymptoms of wearinefs or contempt. The
clergy never could efteem the king fufficiently re-

generated : And by continual exhortations, remon-
strances, and reprimands, they Mill endeavoured to

bring him to a jufter lenle of his fpiritual duty.

The king's pafnon for the fair could not alto-

gether be reftrained. He had once been obferved

ufing fome familiarities with a young woman ; and
a committee of miniiiers was appointed to reprove

him for a behaviour lb unbecoming a covenanted

monarch. The fpokefman of the committee, one
Douglafs, began with a fevere afpect, informed the

king that great fcandal had been given to the godly,

enlarged on the heinous nature of fin, and concluded

with exhorting his majefty, whenever he was dif-

pofed to amuie himfelf, to be more careful, for the

future, in fhutting the windows. This delicacy, fo

unufual to the place and to the character of the man,
was remarked by the king ; and he never forgot

the obligation.

The king, fhocked at all the indignities, and,

perhaps, mil more tired with all the formalities, to

which he was obliged to fubmit, made an attempt

to regain his liberty. General Middleton,, at the

head of fome royalilts, being profciioed by the co-

venanters, kept in the mountains, expecting fome
opportunity of ferving his mailer. The king re-

V
t
ol. VII. O iulved
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CHAP, folved to join this body. He fecretly made his

tJf! «j efcape from Argyle, and fled towards the High-

!6 5 i. lands. Colonel Montgomery, with a troop of

horfe, was lent in puriuit of him. He overtook

the king, and perfuaded him to return. The royalifts

being too weak to fupport him, Charles was the

more eafily induced to comply. This incident pro-

cured him afterwards better treatment and more
authority ; the covenanters being afraid of driving

him, by their rigours, to fome defperate refolution.

Argyle renewed his courtfhip to the king, and the

king, with equal difiimulation, pretended to repofe

great confidence in Argyle. He even went fo far

as to drop hints of his intention to marry that noble-

man's daughter: But he had to do with a man too

wife to be feduced by fuch grofs artifices.

As foon as the feaibn would permit, the Scottifh

army was affembled under Hamilton and Lefley;

and the king was allowed to join the camp. The
forces of the weftern counties, notwithstanding the

imminent danger which threatened their country,

were refolute not to unite their caufe with that of an

army which admitted any engagers or malignants

among them ; and they kept in a' body apart under

Ker. They called themfelves the Trotejlers ; and
their frantic clergy declaimed equally againft the king
and againft Cromwel. The other party were deno-
minated Rejolutloners ; and thefe diftinctions conti-

nued long after to divide and agitate the kingdom.
Charles encamped at the Torwood j and his

generals refolved to conduct themfelves by the fame
cautious maxims which, fo long as they were em-
braced, had been iuccefsful during the former cam-
paign. The town of Stirling lay at his back, and
the whole north fuppiied him with provifions.

Strong entrenchments defended his front; and it

was in vain that Cromwel made every attempt to

bring him to an engagement. After lofing much
time, the Englilh general lent Lambert over the

frith.
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frith into Fife, with an intention of cutting off the chap.
provifions of the enemy. Lambert fell upon Hoi- ,_

_" '

_j

borne and Brown, who commanded a party of the 1651.

Scots, and put them to rout with great (laughter.

Cromwel alio palled over with his whole army; and
lying at the back of the king, made it impoflible

for him to keep his poft any longer.

Charles, reduced to defpair, embraced a refo-

lution worthy of a young prince contending for em-
pire. Having the way open, he refolved immedi-
ately to march into England ; where he expected

that all his friends, and all thofe who were difcon-

tented with the prefent government, would flock to

his ftandard. He perfuaded the generals to enter

into the fame views j and with one confent the

army, to the number of 14,000 men, role from
their camp, and advanced by great journies towards

the fouth.

Cromwel was furprifed at this movement of the

royal army. Wholly intent on offending his enemy,
he had expofed his friends to imminent danger, and
faw the king with numerous forces marching into

England ; where his prefence, from the general

hatred which prevailed againft the parliament, was

capable of producing fome great revolution. But
if this conduct was an overfight in Cromwel, he

quickly repaired it by his vigilance and activity.

He difpatched letters to the parliament, exhorting

them not to be difmayed at the approach of the
Scots : He fent orders every where for affembling

forces to oppofe the king : He ordered Lambert
with a body of cavalry to hang upon the rear of the

royal army, and infeft their march : And he him-
felf, leaving Monk with 7000 men to complete the

reduction of Scotland, followed the king with all

the expedition poflible.

Charles found himfelf difappointed in his ex-

pectations of increafing his army. The Scots, ter-

rified at the profpect of lb hazardous an enterprife,

O 2 fell
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CHAP, fen off in great numbers. The Englifh prefbvte-

rians, having no warning given them of the king's

i6ji. approach, were not prepared to join him. To the

royalifts, this meafure was equally unexpected ; and

they were farther deterred from joining the Scottifh

army, by the orders which the committee of mini-

iters had iffued, not to admit any,, even in this de-

fperate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the co-

venant. The earl of Derby, leaving the I fie of

Man, where he had hitherto maintained his inde-

pendence, was employed in levying forces in Che-
fhire and Lancafhire ; but was foon fuppreffed by

a party of the parliamentary army. And the king,

when he arrived at Wcrcefter, found that his forces,

extremely harafTed by a hafty and fatiguing march,

were not more numerous than when he rcfe from
his camp in the Torwood.
Such is the influence of eftabiifbed government,

that the commonwealth, though founded in ufurpation

the moil unjuit and unpopular, had authority fuf-

ficient to raile every where the militia of the coun-

ties ; and thefe, united with the regular forces, bens
3d Sept. all their efforts againft the king. With an army

of about 30,000 men, Cromwel fell upon Wcrcef-
ter ; and attacking it on all fides, and meeting with

little refiftance, except from duke Hamilton and
general Middleton, broke in upon the difordered

Battle of royalifts. The ftreets of the city were ftrowed with

ter<

01ce
" dead. Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and ho-

nour, was mortally wounded j MalTey wounded and
taken prifoner; the king himfeif, having given

many proofs of perfonai valour, was obliged to fly.

The whole Scottifh army was either killed or taken

prifoners. The country people, inflamed with na-

tional antipathy, put to death the few that efcaped

from the field of battle.

Theking's The king left Worcester at fix o'clock in the
e cape.

afternoon, and, without halting, travelled about

twenty- fix miles, in company with fifty or fixty of

his
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his friends. To provide for his fafety, he thought CHAP
it bed to feparate himfelf from his companions j

,_'_*
._,

and he left them without communicating his inten- 1651.

tions to any of them. By the earl of Derby's di-

rections, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe in the

borders of StafTordihire, inhabited by one Penderell,

a farmer. To this man Charles entrufted himfelf.

The man had dignity of fentiments much above
his condition ; and though death was denounced
againft ail who concealed the king, and a great re-,

ward prom i fed to any one who mould betray him,

he profeffed and maintained unfhaken fidelity, He
took the affiftance of his four brothers, equally ho-

nourable with himfelf j and having clothed the king

in a garb like their own, they led him into the

neighbouring wood, put a bill into his hand, and
pretended to employ themfelves in cutting faggots.

Some nights he lay upon ftraw in the houfe, and

fed on fuch homely fare as it afforded. For a better

concealment, he mounted upon an oak, where he
fneltered himfelf among the leaves and branches

for twenty- four hours. He faw feveral folciiers pafs

by. All of them were intent in fearch of the

king , and fome exprefTed, in his hearing, their

earned wimes of feizing him. This tret was after-

wards denominated the Royal Oak ; and for many
years was regarded by the neighbourhood with great

veneration.

Charles was in the middle of the kingdom,
and could neither flay in his retreat, nor ftir a ftep

from it, without the mofl imminent danger. Fear,

hopes, and party zeal, interefted multitudes to dif-

cover him ; and even the fmalleft indifcretion of
his friends might prove fatal. Having joined lord

Wilmot, who was fkulking in the neighbourhood,

they agreed to put themfelves into the hands of
colonel Lane, a zealous royalifl, who lived at Bent-

ley, not many miles diflant. The king's feet were

fo hurt by walking about in heavy boots or country-

O 3 men's
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men's fhoes which did not fit him, that he was

obliged to mount on horfeback; and he travelled in

1651. this fituation to Bentley, attended by the Penderells,

who had been fo faithful to him. Lane formed a

fcheme for his journey to Briftol, where, it was hoped,

he would find a (hip, in which he might tranfport

himfelf. He had a near kinfwoman, Mrs. Norton,

who lived within three miles of that city, and was

with child, very near the time of her delivery. He
obtained a pafs (for, during thofe times of confufion,

this precaution was requifite) for his lifter Jane

Lane and a fervant, to travel towards Briftol, under

pretence of viiiting and attending her relation.

The king rode before the lady, and pcrrfonated the

fervant.

£N they arrived at Norton's, Mrs* Lane pre-

tended that (he had brought along as her fervan: a

poor lad, a neighbouring farmer's fon, who was

ill of an ague ; and (he begged a private room for

him, where he might be quiet. Though Charles

kept himfelf retired in this chamber, the butler, one

Pope, foon knew him : The king was alarmed, but

made the butler promife that he would keep the

fecret from every mortal, even from his mailer j and

he was faithful to his engagement.

No (hip, it was found, would, for a month, fet

fail from Briftol, either for France or Spain -, and

the king was obliged to go elfewhere for a paffage.

He entrufted himfelf to colonel Windham of Dor-
fetfhire, an affectionate partifan of the royal family.

E natural effect of the long civil wars, and of the

furious rage to which all men were wrought up in

their different factions, was, that every one's incli-

nations and affections were thoroughly known, and
even the courage and fidelity of moft men, by the

variety of incidents, had been put to trial. The
royalifts too had, many of them, been obliged to

make concealments in their houfes for themfelves,

their friends, or more valuable effects j and the arts

J of
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of eluding the enemy had been frequently practifed. chap.
All thefe circumftances proved favourable to the .

'

__,

king in the prefent exigency. As he often palled fSj-x;

through the hands of catholics, the Prieft's Holey

as they called it, the place where they were obliged

to conceal their perfecuted priefts, was iometimes

employed for fheltering their diftrefied fovereign.

Windham, before he received the king, afked

leave to entruft the important fecret to his mother,

his wife, and four fervants, on whofe fidelity he

could rely. Of all thefe, no one proved wanting

either in honour or difcretion. The venerable old

matron, on the reception of her royal guefl, ex-

prefTed the utmoft joy, that having loft, without

regret, three fons and one grandchild in defence of

his father, me was now referved, in her declining

years, to be inftrumental in the prefervation of him-
felf. WTindham told the king, that fir Thomas,
his father, in the year 1636, a few days before his

death, called to him his five fons. " My children,"

faid he, " we have hitherto feen ferene and quiet
tc times under our three lad fovereigns : But I muft
cc now warn you to prepare for clouds and ftorms.
<c Factions arife on every fide, and threaten the tran-
cc quillity of your native country. But whatever
tc happen, do you faithfully honour and obey your

f* prince, and adhere to the crown. I charge you
u never to forfake the crown, though it mould
" hang upon a buffi." " Thefe laft words," added

Windham, cc made fuch imprefTions on all our
cc breads, that the many afflictions of thefe fad
< f times could never efface their indelible cha-
" racters." From innumerable inftances, it appears

how deep-rooted in the minds of the Englifh gentry

of t!i3t age was the principle of loyalty to their fo-

vereign y that noble and generous principle, inferior

only in excellence to the more enlarged and more
enlightened affection towards a legal conftitution.

O 4 But
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c h AT. But during thofe times of military iifurpation, thefe

.*\'
j paffions were the fame.

1651. The king continued feveral days in Windham's
houfe; and all his friends in Britain, and in every

part of Europe, remained in the moft anxious fuf-

pence with regard to his fortunes : No one could

conjecture whether he were dead or alive ; and the

report of his death being generally believed, happily

relaxed the vigilant fearch of his enemies. Trials

were made to procure a veffel for his efcape ; but

he ftill met with difappointments. Having left

Windham's houfe, he was obliged again to return

to it. He palled through many other adventures;

affumed different difguifes ; in every (rep was ex-

pofed to imminent pei lis; and received daily proofs

of uncorrupted fidelity and attachment. The faga-

city of a fmith, who remarked that his horfe's flioes

had been made in the north, not in the weft, as he

pretended, once detected him ; and he narrowly

efcaped. At Shoreham in SuiTex a vefTel was at lail

found, in which he embarked. He had been known
to fo many, that if he had not fet fail in that critical

moment, it had been impoffible for him to efcape.

After one and forty days concealment, he arrived

fafely at Fefcamp in Normandy. Nojefs than forty

men and women had at different times been privy to

his concealment and efcape b
.

The battle of Worcefter afforded Cromwel what
he called his crowning mercy c

. So elated was he,

that he intended to have knighted in the field two
of his generals, Lambert and Fleetwood ; but was
dhTuaded by his friends from exerting this act of
regal authority. His power and ambition were too

great to brook fubmifiion to the empty name of a
republic, which ftood chiefly by his influence, and
was fupported by his victories. How early he en-

h Heathe's Chronicle, p. 301. c YaX \. Hiftory, vol. xx. p. 47.

tertained
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tertained thoughts of taking into his hand the reins of c
*J

A P.

government is uncertain. We are only allured, that L _ ^ j
he now difcovere'd to his intimate friends thefe afpiring 1651.

views •, and even exprefTcd a defire of aSTuming the

rank of king, which he had contributed, with fuch

(kerning zeal, to abolifh
d

.

The little popularity and credit acquired by the The com-

republicans, farther Stimulated the ambition of this
mon

."i

r • • r^, r 11 1
wealth.

enterpriSing politician, i neie men had not that

large thoughc, nor thole comprehensive views, which

might qualify them for acting the part of legiflators :

Selniii aims and bigotry chiefly engrailed their atten-

tion, i'hey carried their rigid aufterity fo far as to

enact a law, declaring fornication, after the firft act,

to be felony, without benefit of clergy
e
. They made

Small progrefs in that important work, which they

profelled to have fo much at heart, the fettling of a

new model of representation, and fixing a plan of
government. The nation began to apprehend, that

they intended to eftablifh themfelves as a perpetual

legiflature, and to confine the whole power to Sixty

or ieveaty perfons, who called themfelves the parlia-

ment of the Commonwealth of England. And while

they pretended to beftow new liberties upon the na-

tion, they found themfelves obliged to infringe even

the molt valuable of thofe which, through time im-
memorial, had been tranfmitted from their anceftors.

Not daring to entruft the trials of treafon to juries,

who, being chofen indifferently from among the

people, would have been little favourable to the

commonwealth, and would have formed their ver-

dict upon the ancient laws* they eluded that noble

inftitution, by which the government of this ifland

has ever been fo much diftinguifhed. They had
evidently feen in the trial of Lilburn what they

d Whitlocke, p. 515. e Scobel, p. ia.i. A bill was in-

troduced into the houl'e againft painting, patches, and other immodeft
drefs of women j but it did not pafs. Pari, Hilt. vol. xix, p. 263.

could
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chap, could expect from juries. This man, the morr.

L ; '
,
turbulent, but the moil upright and courageous, of

j6 5 i. human kind, was tried for a tranfgredion of the

new flatute of treafons : But though he was plainly

guilty, he was acquitted, to the great joy of the

people. Weftminfter- hall, nay the whole city, rang

with fhouts and acclamations. Never did any efta-

blifned power receive fo ftrong a declaration of its

ufurpation and invalidity ; and from no inftitution,

belides the admirable one of juries, could be ex-

pected this magnanimous effort,

That they might not for the future be expofed

to affronts, which fo much leffened their authority,

the parliament erected a high court of juftice, which

was to receive indictments from the council of ftate.

This court was compofed of men devoted to the

ruling party, without name or character, deter-

mined to facrifice every thing to their own fafety or

ambition. Colonel Euiebius Andrews and colonel

Walter Slingfby were tried by this court for con-

fpiracies, and condemned to death. They were

royalifts, and refufed to plead before lb illegal a

juriidiction. Love, Gibbons, and other prefbyte-

rians, having entered into a plot againrt the republic,

were alfo tried, condemned, and executed. The earl

of Derby, fir Timothy Featherftone, Bemboe, being

taken priibners after the battle of Worccfter, were

put to death by fentence of a court-martial j a me-
thod of proceeding declared illegal by that very pe-

tition of right, for which a former parliament had fo

ftrenuoufly contended, and which, after great efforts,

they had extorted from the king.

Excepting their principles of toleration, the

maxims by which the republicans regulated eccle-

fiaftical affairs no more prognofticated any durable

fettiement, than thofe by which they conducted their

civil concerns. The prefbyterian model of congre-

gationj claries, and alfemblies, was not allowed to

be
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be finifhed : It feemed even the intention of manv chap.
leaders in the parliament to admit of no eftablifhed ^_ '

_j

church, and to leave every one, without any guid- 1651.

ance of the magistrate, to embrace whatever feci:,

and to fupport whatever clergy, were moft agree-

able to him.

The parliament went fo far as to make fome
approaches in one province, to their independent

model. Almoft all the clergy of Wales being ejected

as malignants, itinerant preachers with fmall falaries

were fettled, not above four or five in each county

;

and theie, being furnifned with horfes at the public

expence, hurried from place to place, and carried,

as they exprefied themfelves, the glad tidings of the

gofpel f
. They were all of them men of the loweft

birth and education, who had deferted mechanical

trades, in order to follow this new profelllon. And •

in this particular, as well as in their wandering life,

they pretended to be more truly apoftolical.

The republicans, both by the turn of their difpo-

fition, and by the nature of the inftruments which
they employed, were better qualified for ads of
force and vigour, than for the flow and deliberate

work of legiilation. Notwithstanding the late wars

and bloodmed, and the prefent factions, the power
of England had never, in any period, appeared lb

formidable to the neighbouring kingdoms as it did

at this time, in the hands of the commonwealth.
A numerous army ferved equally to retain every
one in implicit fubjection to eftablifhed authority,

and to ftrike a terror into foreign nations. The
power of peace and war was lodged in the fame
hands with that of impofing taxes ; and no differ-

ence of views, among the feveral members of the

legiflature, could any longer be apprehended. The
prefent impofitions, though much fuperior to what

f Dr. John Walker's Attempt, p. 147, & fcq.

had
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c H A P. na^ ever formerly been experienced^ were in reality

, ^J ,
moderate, and what a nation fo opulent could eafily

1651. bear. The military genius of the people had, by the

civil conteds, been roufed from its former lethargy

;

and excellent officers were formed in every branch

of fervice. The confufion, into which all things had

been thrown, had given opportunity to men of low

ftations to break through their obfeurity, and to

raife themfelves by their c forage to commands
which they were well qjjali sd to exercife, but to

which their birth could never have entitled them.

And while fo greac a power was lodged in fuch ac-

tive hands, no wonder the republic was fuccefsful in

all its enterprifes.

Blake, a man of great courage and a generous

difpofition, the fame perfon who had defended

Lyme and Taunton with fuch unfhaken obftinacy

againft the late king, was made an admiral ; and

though he had hitherto been accuftomed only to

land- fervice, into which too he had not entered till

paft fifty years of age, he foon railed the naval

glory of the nation to a greater height than it had

ever attained in any former period. A fleet was

put under his command, and he received orders to

purfue prince Rupert, to whom the king had en-

trufted that fquadron which had deferted to him.

Rupert took fheker in Kinfale ; and eicaping

thence, fled towards the coaft of Portugal. Blake

purfued and chafed him into the Tagus, where he

intended to make an attack upon him. But the

king of Portugal, moved by the favour which,

throughout all Europe, attended the royal caufe,

refufed Blake admittance, and aided prince Rupert
in making his efcape. To be revenged of this

partiality, the Engliih admiral made prize of twenty
Portuguefe mips richly laden ; and he threatened

frill farther vengeance. The king of Portugal,

dreading fo dangerous a foe to his newly acquired

dominion^
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dominion, and fenfible of the unequal ccnteft in c H A p.

which he was engaged, made all poflible fubmiflions
LX

_' ^
to the haughty republic, and was at laft admitted 1651.

to negotiate the renewal of his alliance with Eng-
land. Prince Rupert, having loft a great part of
his fquadron on the coaft of Spain, made fail to-

wards the Weft Indies. His brother, prince Mau-
rice, was there fnipwrecked in a hurricane. Every
where this fquadron fubfifted by privateering, ibme-
times on Englifh, fometimes on Spanifh vefTels.

And Rupert at iaft returned to France, where he
difpofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with

his prizes.

All the fettlements in America, except New
England, which had been planted entirely by the

puritans, adhered to the royal party, even after the

fettlement of the republic ; and fir George Ayfcue
was fent with a fquadron to reduce them. Bermu-
das, Antigua, Virginia, were foon fubdued. Bar-
badoes, commanded by lord Willoughby of Par-
ham, made fome refiftance; but was at laft obliged

to fubmit.

With equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernfey, Scilly,

and the I fie of Man, brought under fubjection to

the republic ; and the fea, which had been much
infefted by privateers from thefe iflands, was ren-

dered fafe to the Englifh commerce. The countefs

of Derby defended the I fie of Man ; and with

great reluctance yielded to the- neceffity of furren-

dering to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of the

illuftrious houfe of Trimoille in France, had, du-
ring the civil war, difplayed a manly courage by
her obftinate defence of Latham-houfe againft the

parliamentary forces ; and (lie retained the glory of
being the laft perfon in the three kingdoms, and in

all their dependent dominions, who fubmitted to the

victorious commonweakh g
.

8 See note [H] at the end of the volume.

Ireland



2o6 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

chap. Ireland and Scotland were now entirely fub-
LX

; _, jected and reduced to tranquillity. Ireton, the

1651. new deputy of Ireland, at the head of a numerous
army, 30,000 ftrong, profecuted the work of fub-

duing the revolted Irifh ; and he defeated them in

many rencounters, which, though of themielves of

no great moment, proved fatal to their declining

caufe. He punifhed without mercy all the pri-

foners who had any hand in the mafiacres. Sir

Phelim 0'NT eale, among the reft, was, lbme time

after, brought to the gibbet, and fuffered an igno-

minious death, which he had fo well merited by his

inhuman cruelties. Limeric, a confiderable town,

ftill remained in the hands of the Irifh; and Ireton,

after a vigorous fiege, made himfelf mailer of it.

He was here infected with the plague, and fhortly

after died ; a memorable perfonage, much cele-

brated for his vigilance, induftry, capacity, even

for the finer, execution of juftice in that unlimited

command which he poneued in Ireland. He was

obferved to be inflexible in all his purpofes ; and it

was believed by many, that he was animated with a

fincere and pafiionate love of liberty, and never

could have been induced by any motive to fubmit

to the fmalleft appearance of regal government.

Cromwel appeared to be much affected by his

death ; and the republicans, who repofed great con-

fidence in him, were inconfolable. To fhew their

regard for his merit and fervices, they bellowed an

eftate of two thoufand pounds a-year on his family,

and honoured him with a magnificent funeral at the

public charge. Though the eftablifhed govern-

ment was but the mere ihadow of a commonwealth,
yet was it beginning by proper arts to encourage

that public fpirit which no other fpecies of civil po-
lity is ever able fully to infpire.

The command of the army in Ireland devolved

on lieutenant-general Ludlow. The civil govern-

ment of the ifland was entrusted to commiffioners.

Ludlow
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Ludlow continued to pu(h the advantages againft C ha p.

the Irifh, and every where obtained an eafy victory.
, ,

That unhappy people, difgufted with the king on 165 1.

account of thofe violent declarations againft them

and their religion, which had been extorted by the

Scots, applied to the king of Spain, to the duke

of Lorraine, and found afliftance no-where. Clan-

ricarde, unable to refill the prevailing power, made
fubmiffions to the parliament, and retired into

England, where he loon after died. He was a

Heady catholic ; but a man much refpe&ed by all

parties.

The fuccefifes which attended Monk in Scotland

were no lefs decifive. That able general laid fiege

to Stirling-cattle ; and though it was well provided

for defence, it was foon furrendered to him. He
there became matter of all the records of the king-

dom; and he fent them to England. The earl of

Leven, the earl of Crawford, lord Ogilvy, and

other noblemen, having met near Perth, in order

to concert meafures for raifing a new army, were

fuddeniy fet upon by colonel Alured, and mod of

them taken prifoners. Sir Philip Mufgrave, with

fome Scots, being engaged at Dumfries in a like

enterprife, met with a like fate. Dundee was a

town well fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon

under Lumifden, and full of all the rich furniture,

the plate, and money of the kingdom, which had
been fent thither as to a place of fafety. Monk ap-

peared before it; and having made a breach, gave
a general affault. He carried the town ; and fol-

lowing the example and instructions of Cromwel,
put all the inhabitants to the fword, in order to

itrike a general terror into the kingdom. Warned
by this example, Aberdeen, St. Andrew's, Inver-

nefs, and other towns and forts, yielded, of their

own accord, to the enemy. Argyle made his fub-

miffions to the Engliih commonwealth ; and ex-

cepting a few royaliits, who remained fome time

in
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in the mountains, under the earl of Glencaim, lord

Balcarras, and general Middleton, that kingdom,

1651. which had hitherto, through .all ages, by means of

its fituanon, poverty, and valour, maintained its

independence, was reduced to total fubje&ion.

The Englifh parliament lent fir i a Vane*

St.- John, and other commillicners, to (err.; Scot-

land. Thefe men, who poflefled little of the true

fpirit of liberty, knew how to maintain the appear-

ance of it ; and they required the voluntary con-

fent of all the counties and towns of this con-

quered kingdom, before they would unite them into

the fame commonwealth wkh England. The clergy

protected; becaufe, they fakl, this incorporating

union would draw along with it a fubordin-ition of

the church to the (late in the things of Chrift
h
.

Englilh judges, joined to feme Scomfh, were ap*.

pointed to determine all caufes ; juftice was ftrictly

adminiffcered , order and peace maintained j and

the Scots, freed from the tyranny of the eccle-

fiaftics, were not much diffatisfied with the prefent

government 1

. The prudent conduct of Monk, a

man who poffefied a capacity for th~ arts both of

peace and war, ferved much to reconcile the minds
of men, and to allay their prejudices.

t6sa. By the total reduction and pacification of the

Britiih dominions, the parliament had leifure to

look abroad, and to exert their vigour in foreign

enterprifes. The Dutch were the firft that felt the

weight of their arms.

During the life of Frederic Henry, prince of

Orange, the Dutch republic had maintained a neu-

trality in the civ of England, and had never

interpoOd, except by her good offices, between the

contending parties. When William, who had
married an Englifh princeis, fucceeded to his

father's commands and authority k
, the States, both

h Whitlocke, p. 496. Heatht's Chronicle, p. 307.
* Sec nole [I] at the end ot the volume. k 1647.

2 before

Dutch
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before and after the execution of the late king, were c H A P.

accufed of taking fteps more favourable to. the royal L '

j
caufe, and of betraying a great prejudice againfl 165*.

that of the parliament. It was long before the en-

voy of the Englifh commonwealth could obtain an

audience of the dates-general. The murderers of

Doriflaus were not purfued with fuch rigour as the

parliament expected. And much regard had been

payed to the king, and many good offices per-

formed to him, both by the public, and by men of

all ranks in the United Provinces.

After the death of William, prince of Orange 1

,

which was attended with the depreffion of his party

and the triumph of the Dutch republicans, the par-

liament though that the time was now favourable

for cementing a clofer confederacy with the States.

St. John, chief juftice, who was fent over to the

Hague, had entertained the idea of forming a kind

of coalition between the two republics, which would
have rendered their interefts totally infeparable ; but

fearing that fo extraordinary a project would not be
relifhed, he contented himfelf with dropping fome
hints of it, and openly went no farther than to pro-

pofe a Uriel: defenfive alliance between England
and the United Provinces, fuch as has now, for

near feventy years, taken place between thefe

friendly powers m
. But the States, who were un-

willing to form a nearer confederacy with a govern-

ment whole meafures were fo obnoxious, and whofe
fituation feemed fo precarious, offered only to re-

new the former alliances with England. And the

haughty St. John, difgufted with this difappoint-

ment, as well as incenfed at many affronts, which
had been offered him with impunity, by the retain-

ers of the Palatine and Orange families, and indeed

by the populace in general, returned into England,
and endeavoured to foment a quarrel between the

republics.

1 On October 17, 1650, » TUurloe, vol. i. p. iiz.

Vol. VII. P Thi
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The movements of great Hates are often di-

rected by as (lender fprings as thofe of individuals.

~UszT Though war with fo considerable a naval power as

the Dutch, who were in peace with all their other

neighbours, might feem dangerous to the yet un-

fettled con monwealth, there were feveral motives

which at this time induced the Englilh parliament

to embrace hoftile measures. Many of the mem-
bers thought that a foreign war would ferve as a

pretence for continuing the fame parliament, and

delaying the new model of a representative, with

which the nation had fo long been flattered. Others

hoped that the war would furnifh a reafon for

maintainii g, lbme time longer, that numerous
Handing army, which was fo much complained of".

On the other hand, fome who dreaded the increaf-

ing power of Cromwel, expected that the great

expence of naval armaments would prove a motive

for diminishing the military eftablifhment. To
divert the attention of the public from domeftic

cuarrels towards foreign tranfactions, feemed, in

the prefent difpofition of men's minds, to be good
policy. The Superior power of the Englifh com-
monwealth, together wirh its advantages of Situa-

tion, promifed fuccefs ; and the parliamentary

leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes from the

Dutch, to diftrefs and fink their flourishing com-
merce, and by victories to throw a luftre on their

own eftablifnment, which was fo new and unpopu-
lar. All thefe views., enforced by the violent fpirit

of St. John, who had great influence over Crom-
wel, determined the parliament to change the pur-

poled alliance into a furious war againft the United
Provinces.

To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the parliament,

under pretence of providing for the interefts of com-
merce,, embraced Such meafures as they knew would

* We are told in the life of iir Henry Vane, that that famous
;er>ublican oppofed the Dutch war, and that it was the military gen*
'rJcmen chiefly who fupported tiiat meafure.

aive
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£jVe diPrnft to the States. Thev framed the famous CHAP.
act of navigation ; which prohibited all nations from

. ._
*

_j

importing into England in their bottoms any com- 165*.

modity which was not the growth and manufacture

of their own country. By this law, chough the

terms in which it was conceived were general, the

Dutch were p incipally affected ; becaufe their coun-

try produced fe\v commodities, and they fublift chiefly

by being the general carriers and factors of Europe.

Letters of reprifal were granted to feveral mer-
chants, who complained of injuries, which, they

pretended, they had received from the States $ and

above eighty Dutch fhips fell into their hands, anc\

were made prizes. The cruelties committed on the

Englifli at Amboyna, which were certainly enor-

mous, but which feemed to be buried in oblivion

by a thirty years' filence, were again made the

ground of complaint. And the allowing the mur-
derers of Doriflaus to efcape, and the conniving at

the infults to which St. John had been expofed,

were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, if

not a hoftile, difpofition in the States.

The States, alarmed at all thefe (leps, fent orders

to their ambaffadors to endeavour the renewal of the

treaty of alliance, which had been broken off by

the abrupt departure of St. John. Not to be un-
prepared, they equipped a fleet of a hundred and

fifty fail, and took care, by their minifters at Lon-
don, to inform the council of Hate of that arma-
ment. This intelligence, inftead of finking terror

into the Englifh republic, was confidered as a me-
nace, and farther confirmed the parliament in their

hoftile refolutions. The minds of men in both
ftates were, every day, more irritated againfl each
other j and it was not long before thefe humours
broke forth in action.

Tromp, an admiral of great renown, received

from the States the command of a fleet of forty-

P 2 two
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chap, two fail, in order to protect the Dutch navigation
Lx

; againft the privateers of the Englifh. He was

j 652. forced, by ftrefs of weather, as he alleged, to take

fhelter in the road of Dover, where he met with

Blake, who commanded an Englifh fleet much in-

ferior in number. Who was the aggreflbr in the

action, which enfued between thefe two admirals,

both of them men of fuch prompt and fiery difpo-

fitions, it is not eafy to determine ; fince each of

them fent to his own flate a relation totally oppofite

in all its circumftances to that of the other, and yet

fupported by the teftimony of every captain in his

fleet. Blake pretended that, having given a fignal

to the Dutch admiral to ftrike, Tromp, inftead of

complying, fired a broadfide at him. Tromp affert-

ed that he was preparing to ftrike, and that the

Englifh admiral, neverthelefs, began hoftilities. It

is certain that the admiralty of Holland, who are

diftinct from the council of flate, had given Tromp
no orders to ftrike, but hud left him to his own dif-

cretion with regard to that vain but much contefted

ceremonial. They feemed willing to introduce the

claim of an equality with the new commonwealth,
and to interpret the former refpecl payed the Englifh

flag, as a deference due only to the monarchy. This
circumftance forms a ftrong prefumption againft

the narrative of the Dutch admiral. The whole
Orange party, it muft be remarked, to which Tromp
was fufpected to adhere, were defirous of a war with

England.

Blake, though his fquadron confided only of

fifteen veifels, reinforced, after the battle began, by
eight under captain Bourne, maintained the fight

with bravery for five hours, and funk one fhip of

the enemy, and took another. Night parted the

combatants, and the Dutch fleet retired towards

the coaft of Holland. The populace of London
were enraged, and would have infulted the Dutch

10 ambafladors,
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ambafTadors, who lived at Chelfea, had not the coun-

cil of ftate fent guards to protect them.

When the States heard of this action, of which

the confequences were eafily forefeen, they were in

the utmoft confirmation. They immediately dif-

patched Paw, penfionary of Holland, as their am-
bafiador extraordinary to London, and ordered him
to lay before the parliament the narrative which

Tromp had fent of the late rencounter. They en-

treated them, by all the bands of their common re-

Jigion and common liberties, not to precipitate

themfelves into hoftile meafures, but to appoint

commiflioners, who mould examine every circum-

ftance of the action, and clear up the truth, which,

lay in obfcurity. And they pretended that they

had given no orders to their admiral to offer any

violence to the Englilh, but would feverely punilh

him, if they found, upon inquiry, that he had been

guilty of an action which they fo much dilap-

proved. The imperious parliament would hearken

to none of thefe reafons or remonftrances. Elated

by the numerous fuccefl'es which they had obtained

over their domeftic enemies, they thought that every

thing mud yield to their fortunate arms ; and they

gladly feized the opportunity, which they fought,

of making war upon the States. They demanded
that, without any farther delay or inquiry, repara-

tion mould be made for all the damages which the

Englilh had fuftained. And when this demand was
not complied with, they difpatched orders for com-
mencing war againft the United Provinces.

Blake failed northwards with a numerous fleet,

and fell upon the herring buffes, which were efcort-

ed by twelve men of war. All thefe he either took

or difperfed. Tromp followed him with a fleet

of above a hundred fail. When thefe two ad-

mirals were within fight of each other, and prepar-

ing for battle, a furious ftorm attacked them. Blake
P 3 took
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* t0°k Shelter in the Englilh harbours. The Dutch

fleet was difperfed, and received great damage.

Sir George Ayfcue, though he commanded only

forty (hips, according to the Englifh accounts, en-

gaged near Plymouth, the famous de Ruiter, who
had under him fifty fhips of war with thirty mer-
chant-men. The Dutch mips were indeed of infe-

rior force to the Englifh. De Ruiter, the only ad-

miral in Europe who has attained a renown equal to

that of the greateft general, defended himfelf fo well,

that Ayfcue gained no advantage over him. Night
parted them in the greateft hear of the action. De
Ruiter next day failed off with his convoy. The
Englifh fleet had been fo mattered in the fight, that

it was not able to purfue.
#a.28. Near the coaft of Kent, Blake, feconded by

Bourne and Pen, met a Dutch fquadron, nearly

equal in numbers, commanded bv de \\ it t c ~nd de

Ruiter. A battle was fought much to the difad-

vantage of the Dutch. Their rear-a-a-iiral was

boarded and taken. Two other vcfTeis were funk,

and one blown up. The Lul^i next day made fail

towards Holland.

The Englilh were not fo fuccefsful in the Medi-
terranean. Van Galen, with much fuperior force,

attacked captain Badiiy, and defeated hun. He
bought, however, his vi6tory with the ltofs of his

life.

Nov. 29. Sea-fights are feldom fo decifive as to difable

the vanquifhed from making head in a little time

againft the victors. Tromp, feconded by de
Ruiter, met, near the Goodwins, with B;ake, whofe

fleet was inferior to the Dutch, but who refolved

not to decline the combat. A furious battle com-
menced, where the admirals on both fides, as well

as the inferior officers and feamen, exerted great

bravery. In this action the Dutch had the advan-

tage. Blake himfelf was wounded. The Garland

and
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and Bonaventure were taken. Two (hips were c
^^

p *

burned, and one funk ; and night came opportunely ._ _'!
_,

to fave the Englifh fleet. After this victory, Tromp, i6 5 z.

in a bravado, fixed a broom to his main-maft; as

if he were relblved to fweep the fea entirely of all

Englifh velTels.

Great preparations were made in England, in l6 s3«

order to wipe off this difgrace. A gallant fleet of

eighty fail was fitted out. Blake commanded, and

Dean under him, together with Monk, who had
been fent for from Scotland. When the Englifh Fcl>« l8 »

lay off Portland, they defcried, near break of day,

a Dutch fleet of feventy-fix veflels, failing up the

channel, along with a convoy of 300 merchantmen,
who had received orders to wait at the lfle of Rhe,
till the fleet mould arrive to efcort them. Tromp,
and, under him, de Ruiter, commanded the Dutch.
This battle was the moft furious that had yet been

fought between thefe warlike and rival nations.

Three days was the combat continued with- the ut-

moft rage and obftinacy ; and Blake, who was vic-

tor, gained not more honour than Tromp, who
was vanquished. ' The Dutch admiral made a fkil-

ful retreat, and faved all the merchant fhips, except

thirty. He loft, however, eleven fhips of war, had
2coo men flain, and near 1500 taken prifoners.

The Englifh, though many of their fhips were

extremely (nattered, had but one funk. Their
flain were not much inferior in number to thofe of
the enemy.

All thefe fucceflfes of the Englifh were chiefly

owing to the fuperior fize of their vefTels j an ad~
vantage which all the (kill and bravery of the Dutch
admirals could not compenfate. By means of fhip-

money, an impofition which had been fo much
complained of, and in fome refpects with reaibn,

the late king had put the navy into a fituation which
it had never, attained in any former reign ; and lie

ventured to build fhips of a fize which was then

J? 4 unuiual.
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CHAP, unufual. .But the misfortunes which the Dutch

v _
x

; met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon or

1653. thofe which their trade fuftained from the Englifh.

Their whole commerce by the channel was cut off:

Even that to the Baltic was much infefted by Eng-
lifh privateers. Their fifheries were totally fuf-

pended. A great number of their fhips, above

j 600, had fallen into the hands of the enemy.

And all this diftrefs they fuffered, not for any na-

tional interefts or neceflity ; but from vain points of

honour and perfonal refentments, of which it was

difficult to give a fatisfactory account to the public.

They refolved, therefore, to gratify the pride of the

parliament, and to make fome advances towards

peace. They met not, however, with a favour-

able reception ; and it was not without pleafure

that they learned the diffolution of that haughty

aflembly by the violence of Cromwel; an event

from which they expected a more profperous turn

to their affairs.

The zealous republicans in the .parliament had

not been the chief or fii ft promoters of the war j

but when it was once entered upon, they endea-

voured to draw from it every poffible advanrage.

On all occafions they fet up the fleet in oppofition

to the army, and celebrated the glory and fuccefies

of their naval armaments. They infilled on the

intolerable expence to which the nation was fub-

jected, and urged the neceffity of diminishing it, .

Difloiu- by a reduction ot the land forces. They had 01-

tion of the dered fome regiments to ferve on board the fleet,

men*" * n ^e c
i
uanty °f marines. And Cromwel, by the

whole train of their proceedings, evidently faw that

they had entertained a jealoufy of his power and
ambition, and were refolved to bring him to a fub-

ordination under their authority. Without fcruple

or delay he refolved to prevent them.

On fuch firm foundations was built the credit of

this extraordinary man, that though a gjeat mafter

of
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of fraud and diffimulation, he judged it fuperfluous

to employ any difguiie in conducting this bold en-

terprise. He fummoned a general council of offi- j^j.
cers ; and immediately found that they were dif-

pofed to receive whatever impreffions he was pleafed

to give them. Moft of them were his creatures, .

had owed their advancement to his favour, and re-

lied entirely upon him for their future preferment.

The breach being already made between the mili-

tary and civil powers, when the late king was feized

at Holdenby ; the general officers regarded the

parliament as at once their creature and their rival j

and thought that they themielves were entitled to

fhare among them thofe offices and riches, of which

its members had lb long kept pofiefiion. Harrifon,

Rich, Overton, and a few others, who retained

fome principle, were guided by notions fo extrava-

gant, that they were eafily deluded into meafures

the moft violent and moft criminal. And the whole

army had already been guilty of fuch illegal and

atrocious actions, that they could entertain no
farther fcruple with regard to any enterprife

which might ferve their felnfh or fanatical pur-

pofes.

In the council of officers it was prefently voted

to frame a remonftrance to the parliament. After

complaining of the arrears due to the army, they

there defired the parliament to reflect how many
years they had fitter), and what profeffions they had
formerly made of their intentions to new-model the

reprefentative, and eftablifh fucceffive parliaments,

who might bear the burden of national affairs, from
which they themfelves would gladly, after fo much
danger and fatigue, be at laft relieved. They con-

fefled that the parliament had achieved great enter-

prifes, and had furmounted mighty difficulties ; yet

was it an injury, they faid, to the reft of the nation

to be excluded from bearing any part in the fervice

of their country. It was now full time for them to
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c H A P. give place to others •> and they therefore defircd

L ._" '

_, them, after fettling a council, who might execute

1653. the laws daring the interval, to fnmmon a new
parliament, and eftablifli that free and equal go-

vernment, which they had fo long promifed to the

people.

The parliament took this remonftrance in ill part,

and made a fharp reply to the council of officers.

The officers infifted on their advice ; and by mutual

altercation and oppofition the breach became ftill

wider between the army and the commonwealth.
April 10. Cromwel, finding matters ripe for his purpofe, call-

ed a council of officers, in order to come to a de-

termination with regard to the public fettlement.

As he had here many friends, fo had he alfo fome
opponents. Harrifon having afTured the council

that the general fought only to pave the way for the

government of Jefus and his faints, major Streater

brifkly replied, that Jefus ought then to come
quickly : For if he delayed it till after Chriftmas,

he would come too late ; he would find his place

occupied. While the officers were in debate, co-

lonel Ingoldfby informed Cromwel, that that par-

liament was fitting, and had come to a refolution not

to difiblve themfelves, but to fill up the houfe by

new elections ; and was at that very time engaged

"m deliberations with regard to this expedient. Crom-
wel in a rage immediately haftened to the houfe,

and carried a body of jco foldiers along with him.

Some of them he placed at the door, fome in the

lobby, fome on the flairs. He firft addreffed him-
felf to his friend St. John, and told him that he

had come with a purpofe of doing what grieved him
to the very foul, and what he had earneftly with

tears befought the Lord not to impofe upon him :

But there was a neceffity, in order to the glory of

God and good of the nation. He fat down for fome
time, and heard the debate. He beckoned Harrifon,

and told him that he now judged the parliament

ripe
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ripe for a diffolution. " Sir," faid Harrifon, " the CHAP.
f( work is very great and dangerous : I defire you

t

x *

" ferioufly to confidcr, before you engage in it." i6 52 .

ff You fay well," replied the general ; and there-

upon fat frill about *a. quarter of an hour. When
the queftion was ready to be put, he faid again to

Harrifon, " This is the time : I muft do it.'*

And iuddenly ftarting up, he loaded the parliament

with the vileft reproaches, for their tyranny, ambi-^

tion, oppreflion, and robbery of the public. Then
ftamping with his foot, which was a fignal for the

foldiers to enter, " For fhame," faid he to the

parliament, " get you gone ; give place to honefter
* c men; to thofe who will more faithfully difcharge
<c their truft. You are no longer a parliament : I

" tell you, you are no longer a parliament : The
<f Lord has done with you : He has chofen other
" inftruments for carrying on his work." Sir

Harry Vane exclaiming againft this proceeding, he
cried with a loud voice, {( O ! fir Harry Vane, fir

f* Harry Vane ! The Lord deliver me from fir

" Harry Vane !*' Taking hold of Martin by the

cloke, Cf Thou art a whore- mafler," faid he. To
another, " Thou art an adulterer." To a third,

f* Thou art a drunkard and a glutton :" " And
f f thou an extortioner," to a fourth. He com-
manded a foldier to feize the mace. " What fhall

tc we do with this bauble ? Here take it away. It

f c
is you," faid he, addrefiing himfelf to the houfe,

C( that have forced me upon this. I have fought
€c the Lord night and day, that he would rather
<f flay me than put me upon this work." Having
commanded the foldiers to clear the hall, he him-
felf went out the laft, and ordering the doors to be

locked, departed to his lodgings in Whitehall.

In this furious manner, which fo well denotes his

genuine character, did Cromwel, without the leafl

oppofition, or even murmur, annihilate that fa-

2 mous
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mous afTembly, which had filled all Europe with

the renown of its actions, and with aftonifhment at

'TisVr its crimes, and whofe commencement was not more
ardently defired by the people than was its final dif-

folution. All parties now reaped fucceilively the

melancholy pleafure of feeing the injuries which

they had faltered, revenged on their enemies ; and

that too by the fame arts which had been practifed

againft them. The king had, in fome inftances,

ftretched his prerogative beyond its juft bounds;

and, aided by the church, had well nigh put an end

to all the liberties and privileges of the nation. The
prefbyterians checked the progrefs of the court and

clergy, and excited, by cant and hypocrify, the

populace, firft to tumults, then to war, againft the

king, the peers, and all the royalifts. No fooner

had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than the

independents, under the appearance of (till greater

ianetity, inftigated the army againft them, and re-

duced them to fubjection. The independents,

amidft their empty dreams of liberty, or rather of

dominion, were opprefted by the rebellion of their

own fervants, and found themfelves at once expofed

to the infults of power and hatred of the people.

By recent, as well as all ancient, example, it was be-

come evident that illegal violence, with whatever

pretences it may be covered, and whatever object

it may purfue, muft inevitably end at laft in the

arbitrary and defpotic government of a fingle perfon.
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CHAP. LXL

CromweVs birth and private life Barebone^s par-

liament Cromwel made protestor Peace

with Holland A new parliament Infurrec-

tion of the royalifis State cf Europe War
with Spain Jamaica conquered Succefs and
death of admiral Blake Domeflic adminiftra-

tion of Cromwel Humble petition and advice

Dunkirk taken Sicknefs of the protector—

his death—and characler.

OLIVER CROMWEL, in vvhofe hands the chap,
diffolurion of the parliament had left the lxi.

whole power, civil and military, of three king-
'

—

"7CT
4

doms, was born at Huntingdon, the laft year of Cromwel':

the former century, of a good family ; though he bir,h ancl

himfelf, being the fon of a fecond brother, inherited f;^
ae

but a fmall eftate from his father. In the courfe of

his education he had been fent to the univerfity

;

but his genius was found little fitted for the calm and
•legant occupations of learning, and he made fmall

proficiencies in his ftudies. He even threw himfelf

into a diflblute and diforderly courfe of life ; and he
confumed in gaming, drinking, debauchery, and
country riots, the more early years of his youth,

and diffipated part of his patrimony. All of a fud-

den, the fpirit of reformation feized hirn; he mar-
ried, affected a grave and compofed behaviour, en-

tered into all the zeal and rigour of the puritanical

party, and offered to reftorc to every one whatever

fums
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c if A P. fums he had formerly gained by gaming. The
. ? f.me vehemence of temper, which had tranfported

1653. him into the extremes of pleafure, now diftinguifn-

ed his religious habits. His houfe was the refort

of all the zealous clergy of the party ; and his ho -

fpitality, as well as his liberalities to the filenced

and deprived minifters, proved as chargeable as his

former debaucheries. Though he had acquired a

tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, he found his

affairs fo injured by his expences, that he was ob-

.1 to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply himfelf^

1 ibme years, to agriculture as a profeffion. But

this expedient ferved rather to involve him in far-

ther dc lifficulties. The long prayers which

he laid to his family in the morning, and again in

the afternoon, confumed his own time and that of

•his ploughmen 5 and he referved no leifure for the

care of bis temporal affairs. His active mind,

1 erior to the low occupations to which he was

demned, preytd upon itfelf; and he indulged

his imagination in vifions, illuminations, revela-

tions; the great nouiifhment of that hypochondria-

cal temper, to which he was ever fubject. Urged
by his wants and his piety, he had made a party

with Hambden, his near kinfman, who was preffed

only by the latter motive to tranfport himfelf into

New England, now become the retreat of the more
zealous among the puritanical party ; and it was an
order of council which obliged them to difembark

and remain in England. The earl of Bedford, who
poffeifed a large eitate in the Fen Country, near

the ifie of Ely, having undertaken to drain thefe

moraffes, was obliged to apply to the king ; and by
the powers of the prerogative, he got commiffioners

ppointed, who conducted that work, and divided

iht new-acquired land among the feveral proprie-

tors. He met with oppofition from many, among
whom Cromwel diltinguiihed himfelf ; and this was

the
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the firft public opportunity which he had met with, c

of diicovering the factious zeal and obftinacy of his

character. 1655

From accident and intrigue he was chofen by the

town of Cambridge member of the long parliament.

His domeftic affairs were then in great diforder;

and he feemed not to poffefs any. talents which

could qualify him to rife in that public fphere into

which he was now' at laft entered. His perfon was

ungraceful, his drefs flovenly, his voice untunable,

his elocution homely, tedious, obfeure, and em-
barraffed. The fervour of his fpirit frequently

prompted him to rife in the houfe •, but he was not

heard with attention : His name, for above two

years, is not to be found oftener than twice in any

committee; and thofe committees, into which he

was admitted, were chofen for affairs which would

more intereft the zealots than the men of bufinefs.

In companion of the eloquent fpeakers and fine

gentlemen of the houfe, he was entirely overlooked ;

and his friend Hambden alone was acquainted with

the depth of his genius, and foretold that, if a civil

war fhould enfue, he would foon rife to eminence
and ditlinction.

Cromwel himfelf feems to have been confeious

where his ftrength lay ; and partly from that motive,

partly from the uncontrollable fury of his zeal, he
always joined that party which pufhed every thing

to extremities againft the king. He was active in

promoting the famous remonftrance, which was the

fignal for all the enfuing commotions ; and when,
after a long debate, it was carried by a fmall ma-
jority, he told lord Falkland, that if the queftion

had been loft, he was relblved next day to have
converted into ready money the remains of his for-

tune, and immediately to have left the kingdom.
Nor was this refolution, he faid, peculiar to him-
felf: Many others of his party he knew to be
equally determined.

He
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CHAF. pj E was n0 lefs than forty- three years of age,

^_

LAl
'

, when he firlt embraced the military profeffion ; and

i', 5 3. by force of genius, without any matter, he foon

became an excellent officer ; though perhaps he

never reached the fame of a confummate com-
mander. He railed a troop of horfe ; fixed his

quarters in Cambridge; exerted great feverity to-

wards that univerfity, which zealoufly adhered to

the royal party; and mowed himfelf a man who
would go all lengths in favour of that caufe which

he had efpoufed. He would not allow his foldiers

to perplex their heads with thofe fubtleties of fight-

ing by the king's authority againft his perfon, and

of obeying his majefty's commands figniried by both

houfes of parliament : He plainly told them that,

if he met the king in battle, he would fire a piftol

in his face as readiiy as againft any other man. His
troop of horfe he foon augmented to a regiment;

and he firft inftkuted that difcipline, and infpired that

fpirit, which rendered the parliamentary armies in

the end victorious. <c Your troops," faid he to

Hambden, according to his own account ,
" are

tc moft of them old decayed ferving men and tap-
ci Iters, and fuch kind of fellows ; the king's forces
<c are compofed of gentlemen's younger Ions and
" perfons of good quality. And do you think
<f that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low fel-

<f lows as ours will ever be able to encounter gen-
te tlemen, that have honour and courage and refo-

" lution in them ? You muft get men of fpirit,

" and take it not ill that I fay, of a fpirit that is

" likely to go as far as gentlemen will go, or elfe

" I am lure you will ftiil be beaten, as you have
" hitherto been, in every encounter." He did

as he propofed. He inlifted the ions of freeholders

and farmers. He carefully invited into his regiment
ail the zealous fanatics throughout England. When

o Conference held at Whitehall,

they
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they were colle&ed in a body, their enthufiaftic fpirit

mil rofe to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from

his own natural character, as well as from policy, 1653

was fufficiently inclined to increafe the flame. He
preached, he prayed, he fought, he punifhed, he re-

warded. The wild enthufiafm, together with va-

lour and dilcipline, mil propagated itfelfj and all

men call their eyes on fo pious and fo fuccefsful a

leader. From low commands he rofe with great

rapidity to be really the firft, though in appearance

only the fecond, in the army. By fraud and vio-

lence, he foon rendered himfelf the firft in the ftate*

In proportion to the increafe of his authority, his

talents always feemed to expand themfelves ; and
he difplayed every day new abilities, which had lain

dormant till the very emergence by which they

were called forth into action. All Europe flood

aftonilhed to fee a nation, fo turbulent and unruly,

who, for fome doubtful encroachments on their pri-

vileges, had dethroned and murdered an excellent

prince, defcended from a long line of monarchs,
now at lad fubdued and reduced to flavery by one
who, a few years before, was no better than a pri-

vate gentleman, whofe name was not loown in the

nation, and who was little regarded even in that low
fphere to which he had always been confined.

The indignation entertained by the people,

againft an authority, founded on fuch manifeft ufurp-

ation, was not fo violent as might naturally be ex-

pected. Congratulatory addreiTes, the firft of the

kind, were made to Cromwel by the fleet, by the
army, even by many of the chief corporations and
counties of England ; but efpecially by the feveral

congregations of faints, difperfed throughout the
kingdom p

. The royaliMs, though they could not
love the man who had tmbrued his hands in the

P See Milton's State Papers.

Vol. VII. Q^ blood
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chap, blood of their fovereign, expected more lenity from

v_~ *_. him, than from the jealous and imperious repub-

1653. licans, who had hitherto governed. The prefby-

terians were pleafed to fee thofe men, by whom they

had been outwitted and expelled, now in their turn

expelled and outwitted by their ov/n fervant; and

they applauded him for this laft act of violence upon
the parliament. Thefe two parties compofed the

bulk of the nation, and kept the people in fome
tolerable temper. All men likewife, haraffed with

wars and faction", were glad to fee any profpect of

fettlement. And they deemed it lefs ignominious to

fubmit to a perfbh or inch admirable talents and

capacity than to a few ignoble enthufiafcic hypocrites,

who, under the name of a republic, had reduced

them to a cruel fubjection.

T:te republicans, being dethrone;! by Cromwel,
were the party whefe refentmertt he had the greateft

reafon to apprehend. betides the inde-

pendents, contained two fets of men, who arefeeming-

\y of the mod" opoofite principles., but who were then

united by a fimilitude of genius and of chara&er.

The nrft and moft numerous were the millenarians,

or fifth-monarchy men, who infilled, that, dominion
being founded in grace, all diftinctiott in magiftracy

rtiuft be abolifhed, except what arofe from piety and
holinefs ; who expected fuddenly the fecond coming
of Chrifl upon earth ; and who pretended, that the

faints in the mean while, that is, themfclves, were
alone entitled to govern. The fecond were the

deifts, who had no othei than political liberty,

who denied entirely the truth of revelation, and in-

firiuated, that all the various fects, fo heated againft

each other, were alike founded in folly and in error.

Men of fuch daring geniufes were not contented

with the ancient and legal forms of civil govern-
ment ; but challenged a degree of freedom beyond
what they expected ever to enjoy under any mo-
narchy. Martin, Challoner, Harrington, Sidney,

J Wild 111an,
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WHdmah, Nevil, were efteemed the heads of this chap.
fmali divifion. . ij
The deifts were perfectly hated by Cromwel, be- ,653.

caufe he had no hold of enthufiafm, by which he

could govern or over- reach them ; he therefore

treated them with great risour and difdain, and
ufually denominated them the heathens. As the

millenarians had a great intereft in the army, it was

much more important for him to gain their confi-

dence ; and their fize of understanding afforded him
great facility in deceiving them. Of late years it

had been fo ufual a topic of converfation to difcourfe

of parliaments and councils and fenates, and the Ibl-

diers themfelves had been fo much accuftomed to en-

ter into that fpirit, that Cromwel thought it requifite

to eftablim fomething which might bear the face of a

commonwealth. He fuppofed that God, in his pro-

vidence, had thrown the whole right, as well as power,

of government into his hands j and without any more
ceremony, by the advice of his council of officers,

he ferft fummons to a hundred and twenty-eight

perfons of different towns and counties of England,

to five of Scotland, to fix of Ireland. He pretend-

ed, by his fole act and deed, to devolve upon thefe

the whole authority of the ftate. This Jegiflative Bwebone**

power they were to exercife during fifteen months. I

and they were afterwards to ehoole the fame num-
ber of perfons, who might fucceed them in that

high and important office.

There were great numbers at that time, who
made it a principle always to adhere to any power
which was uppermofr, and to fupport the eftablifll-

ed government. This maxim is not peculiar to the

people of that age; but what may be eiieemed pe-
culiar to them, is, that there prevailed a hypocriti-

cal phrafe for expreffing fo prudential a conduct

:

It was called a waiting upon providence. When
providence, therefore, was fo kind as to beftcw on

Q^2 thefe
,
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CHAP, thefe men, now afTembled together, the fupreme

,

x
'

^ authority, they muft have been very ungrateful, if,

1653. in their turn, they had been wanting in complaifance
4-th July, towards her. They immediately voted themfelves

a parliament ; and having their own confent, as well

as that of Oliver Cromwel, for their legiflative

authority, they now proceeded very gravely to the

exercife of it.

In this notable aiTembly were fome perlbns of the

rank of gentlemen ; but the far greater part were

low mechanics; fifth- monarchy men, anabaptifts,

antinomians, independents ; the very dregs of the

fanatics. They began with feeking God by prayer :

This office was performed by eight or ten gifted

men of the aflembly ; and with lb much fuccefs,

that, according to the confeffion of all, they had
never before, in any of their devotional exercifes,

enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then com-
municated to them 9

. Their hearts were, no doubt,

dilated when they confidered the high dignity, to

which they iuppofed themfelves exalted. They had

been told by Cromwel, in his firfl difcourfe, that he

never looked to fee fuch a day, when Chrift fhould

be io owned'. They thought it, therefore, their

duty

•< Pari. Hift. vol. xx. p. i8z.
r l'hele are his expreflions. " Indeed, I have but one word mors

" to lay to you, though in that perhaps I mall mow my weaknefs :

" It is by way of encouragement to you in this work
;

give me le*ve

" to begin thus : I confels I never looked to have feen Inch a day as
" this, it may be nor you neither, when Jclus Chrift fhould be fa

•' owned as he is at this day and in this work. Jefus Chrilt is owned
** this day by your call, and you own him by your willingnefs to ap-
'* psar for him, and you maniielt this (as far as poor creatures can do)
n to be a day of the power or Chrilt. I know you will remember
" that fcripture, be makes bis people •willing in the day of bit potutr. God
" manifetts it to be the day of the power of Chrilt, having through- io

" much blood and fo much trial as has been upon this nation, he
" makes this one of the greateft mercies, next to his own ion, to have
" his people called to the authority. God hath owned his

*' fjn, arm Inch owned you, and hath made you to own him. I con-
•' fefs, I never looked to have feen fach a day : 1 did not :" 1 iup-

j»ofe at this paflage he c;wd : F«r he was very much g.iven to weep-
ing
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dur.7 t0 proceed to a thorough reformation, and to

pave the way for the reign of the Redeemer, and

for that great work which, ic was expected, the 165s

Lord was to bring forth among them. AH fanatics,

being confecrated by their own fond imaginations,

naturally bear an antipathy to the ecclefiaftics, who
claim a peculiar fan<5tity, derived merely from their

office and prieftly character. This parliament took

into confideration the abolition of the clerical func-

tion, as favouring of popery ; and the taking away
of tithes, which they called a relict of Judaifm.

Learning alfo and the univerfities were deemed
heathenifh and unneceffary : The common law was

denominated a badge of the conqueit and of Nor-
man flavery ; and they threatened the lawyers with

a total abrogation of their profeffion. Some fteps

were even taken towards an abolition of the chan-
cery 1

, the higheft court of judicature in the king-

dom ; and the Mofaical law was intended to be
eftablifhed as the folefyftem of Englifh jurifpru-

dence '.

Of all the extraordinary fchemes adopted bv
thefe legiflators, they had not leifure to finifh any,

except that which eftablifhed the legal folemnization

of marriage by the civil magistrate alone, without

the interpofition of the clergy. They found them-
ielves expofed to the derifion of the public. Among
the fanatics of the houfe, there was an active mem-
ber, much noted for his long prayers, fermons,

and harangues. He was a leather-feiler in Lon-
don : His name Praife-gcd Bc.rcbcne. This ridi-

culous name, which feems to have been-chofen by

Ing, and con',! at any time fried abundance of tears. The reft of the

\ may be feen among Milton's State Papers, page ic6. It is

curious, ar.d fu.l of the fame obfeurity, contufion, embarraff-

ment, and abfurdity, which appear in almoft all Oliver's productions^
» Whitlockc, p. 543. 54.3. t Conference held at Whitehall.

Q. 3 fome
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chap, fome poet or allegorift to fuit fo ridiculous a per-

S

LX *'
. fonage, ftruck the fancy of the people > and they

1653. commonly affixed to this affembly the appellation of

Earebcne's parliament".

The Dutch ambaffadors endeavoured to enter

into negotiation with this parliament j but, though

protectants and even prefbyterians, they met with a

bad reception from thole who .pretended to a fanc-

tity fo much fuperior. The Hollanders were re-

garded as worldly-minded men, intent only on
commerce and ihdiiftry ; whom it was fitting the

faints mould firft extirpate, ere they undertook that

great work, to which they believed themfelves de-

limed by providence, of fubduing Antichrift, the

man of fin, and extending to the uttermoft bounds

u It was ufua] for the pretended Taints at that time to change their

names from Henry, Edward, Anthony, William, which the

as heathenifh, into others more fanftified and godly: Evtn the New-
Teftarrient namesj James, Andrew^ Jbhn, Peter, we're not held in Inch

ird as thole which were borrowed ft cm the Old Teftament, lieze-

kiah, Habbakuk, Jolnua, Zerobabef. Sometimes a whole godly fen-

tence was adopted as a name. Here are ihe nimes of a jury ..

be enclofed in the county of SuiTex about that-time.

Accepted, Trevor of Norfham. | Return, Soelman of Watling.
Redeemed, Compton of Battle. [Be Faithful, Joiner of Brit'Ji

Faint r.ot, Hcwit of Heathfield. I Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame.
Make peace, Heaton of Hare. Fight the good Fight of Faith,

God Reward, Smart of Fivehurft.
j

White of Emer.
Srandfaft en High, St:inger of Mere Fruit, FowlerofEaftl-Jndley.

Crowhurft
Earth, Adams of Warbleton.

Called, Lower of the fame.

Kill Sin, Pimple of Witham.

Hope for, Bending oft!.

Graceful, Harding of Lewer.
ct, Billing of the lame.

Meek, Brewer of Okeham.

See Broome's Travels in England, p. 279. " Cromwel," fays

Cleveland, " hath brat up his drums clean through the Old 1 <

" ment. You may learn the genealogy of our Saviour by the names
" of his regiment. The muiter inalter has no other lit than the
" firft chapter of St. Matthew.'' The brother of litis Fraife-god
Baiebone had for name, If Cbrift bad net died for you, ;ou hud been

damned Barebone, But the people, tired of this io; tained only
the lad word, and commonly gave him the appellation of Damnd
Dartbtme,

Of
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of the earth the kingdom of the Redeemer w
. The C H A ?.

ambaiTadors finding themfelves profcribed, not as ^J^J^j
-enemies of England, but of Chnft, remained in 1655.

aftonifbment, and knew not which was moll to be

admired, the implacable fpirit or egregious folly of

thefe pretended faints.

Cromwel began to be afnamed of his legiflature.

If he ever had any defign in fummoning fo prepo-

fterous an a.Tembly beyond amufing the populace

and the army, he hud intended to alarm the clergy

and lawyers ; and he had fo far fucceeded as to

make them defire any other government, which
might fecure their profeffions, now brought in dan-

ger by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel himfelf

was diflfatisfied, that the parliament, though they

had derived all their authority from him, began to

pretend power from the Lord x
, and to infift already

on their divine commiffion. He had been careful

to fummon in his writs feveral perfons entirely de-

voted to him. By concert, thefe met early ; and it was
mentioned by fome among them, that the fitting of
this parliament any longer would be of no fervice to

the nation. They haftened therefore, to Cromwel, I2th o{

along with Roufe, their fpeaker ; and, by a formal
DcoembfeI>

deed or alignment, reftored into his hands that fu-

preme authority which they had fo lately received

from him. General Harrifon and about twenty
more remained in thehoufe; and that they might
prevent the reign of the faints from coming to an
untimely end, they placed one Moyer in the chair,

and began to draw up protefts. They were foon
interrupted by colonel White, with a party of fol-

diers. He afked them what they did there ? « We
" are feeking the Lord," faid they. " Then you
" may go elfewhere," replied he :

(c For to my cer-
cc tain knowledge, he has not been here thefe many
" years."

* Tliurloe, vol. i. P . 273 . 59 t. Alfo Stubbc, p. 9 r, 52,
x Thurloe, vol. i. p. 393.
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CHAP. The military being now, in appearance, as well

y]^\^ as in reality, the fole power which prevailed in the

,6 i3 . nation, Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy:

For he feems not to have had any deliberate plan in

all thefe alterations. Lambert, his creature, who,

under the appearance of obfequiouinefs to him,

indulged an unbounded ambition, propofed in a

council of officers to adopt another Scheme- of go-

vernment, and to temper the liberty of a common-
wealth by the authority of a fingle perfon, who
fhould be known by the appellation of protector.

Without delay, he prepared what was called

the inferument of government, containing the plan of

Cromwel this new legislature ; and, as it was fuppofed to be
n,.i pro- agreeable to the general, it was immediately voted

by the council of officers. Cromwel was declared

protector ; and with great foiemnity inftalled in that

high office.

So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit

of legislation, that they confeffed, or rather boalted,

that they had employed only four days in drawing

this instrument, by which the whole government of

three kingdoms was pretended to be regulated and

aJjlifted to all Succeeding generations. There ap-

pears no difficulty in believing them; when it is

confidered how crude and undigested a fyftem of

civil policy they endeavoured to eftablifn. The
chief articles of die inflrument are thefe: A council

was appointed, which was not to exceed twenty-

one, nor be lefs 'than thirteen perfons. Thefe weie

to enjoy their office during life or good behaviour j

and in cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members
named three, of whom the protector chofe one.

The protector was appointed fiipreme magistrate

of the commonwealth: In his name was all jufcice

to be administered ; from him were all magistracy

and honours derived ; he had the power of pardon-

ing all crimes, excepting murder and treafon

;

iq him the benefit of all forfeitures devolved.

jo The
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The right of peace, war, and alliance, refted in C H a p.

him j but in theie particulars he was to act by the
,

".

advice and with the confent of his council. The ,$ 53 .

power of the iword was veiled in the protector

jointly with the parliament, while it was fitting, or

with the council of Hate in the intervals. He was

obliged to fummon a parliament every three years,

and allow them to fit five months, without adjourn-

ment, prorogation, or diflblution. The bills,, which

they pafled, were to be prefented to the proteclor

for his afTent; but if within twenty days it were not

obtained, they \feVe to become laws by the autho-

rity alone of parliament. A Handing army for Great

Britain and Ireland was edablifhed, of 20,000 foot

and 10,000 horfe; and funds were affigned for their

iupport. Theft- were not to be diminifhed without

content of the protector ; and in this article alone

he aiTumed a negative. During; the intervals of
parliament, the proteclor and council had the power
of enacling laws, which were to be valid till the

next meeting of parliament. The chancellor, trea-

furer, admiral, chief governors of Ireland and Scot-

land, and the chief juftices of both the benches,

mud be chofen with the approbation of parliament

;

and in the intervals, with the approbation of the

council, to be afte/wards ratified by parliament. The
proteclor was to enjoy his office during life; and on
his death, the place was immediately to be fupplied

by the council. This was the iniirument of go-
vernment enacted by the council of officers, and
folemnly fworn toby Oliver Cromwel. The coun-
cil of ftate, named by the inftrument, were fifteen;

men entirely devoted to the proteclor, and by rea-

fon of the oppofition among themfelves in party

and principles, not likely ever to combine againil

him.'

Cromwel faid, that he accepted the dignity of
proteclor, merely that he might exert the duty of
a conftable, and preferve peace in the nation. Af-

fairs
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c H A P. fa

'

irs indeed were brought to that pafs, by the furious

i
-V^ animofities of the feveral factions, that the extenfive

iCj3. authority and even arbitrary power of fome firft

magiftrate was become a neceflary evil, in order to

keep the people from relapflng into blood and con-

fufion. The independents were too imali a party

ever to eftablifh a popular government, or entruft

the nation, where they had fo little intereft, with

the free choice of its representatives. The prefby-

terians had adopted the violent maxims of perfec-

tion j incompatible at all times with the peace of

ibciety, much more with the wild zeal of thofe nu-

merous feels which prevailed among the people.

The royalifts were fo much enraged by the injuries

which they had fuffered, that the other prevailing

parties would never fubmit to them, who, they

' knew, were enabled, merely by the execution, of the

ancient laws, to take fevere vengeance upon them.

Had Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this

temporary ufurpation, the plea of neceffity and
public good, which he alleged, might be allowed,

in every view, a reafonable excufe for his conduct.

During the variety of ridiculous and diftracted

fcenes, which the civil government exhibited in

England, the military force was exerted with vigour,

conduct, and unanimity ; and never did the king-,

dom appear more formidable to all foreign nations.

The Engliih fleet, confuting of a hundred fail, and
commanded by Monk and Dean, and under them
by Pen and Laufon, met, near the coafb of Flanders,

with the Dutch fleet, equally numerous, and com-
manded by Tromp. The two republics were not

inflamed by any national antipathy, and their in-

terefts very little interfered : Yet few battles have
been dilputed with more fierce and obilinate cou-

rage than were thole many naval combats, which
were fought during this fhort, but violent, war..

The defire of remaining fole lords of the ocean

animated theie ftates to an honourable emulation

againlt
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ap-ainfl each other. After a battle of two days, chap.
• • L Tr

I

in the firft of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, L _"'. '_,

inferior in the fize of their mips, were obliged, with 1653.

great lofs, to retire into their harbours. Blake,

towards the end of the fight, joined his countrymen
with eighteen fail. The Lnglifh fleet lay off the

coaft of Holland, and totally interrupted the com-
merce of that republic.

TiiEambafiadors, whom the Dutch had fent over

to England, gave them hopes of peace. But as

they could obtain no ceflation of hoftilities, the

States, unwilling to fuffer any longer the lofs and
difhonour of being blockaded by the enemy, made
the utmoil efforts to recover their injured honour.

Never on any occafion did the power and vigour of
that republic appear in a more confpicuous light.

In a few weeks, they had repaired and manned their

fleet; and they equipped fome fhips of a larger fize

than any which they had hitherto fent to fea. Tromp
ifiued out, determined again to fight the victors,

and to die rather than to yield the contefl. He
met with the enemy, commanded by Monk

jj
and

both fides immediately rufhed into the combat.

Tromp, gallantly animating his men, with his July 29*

fword drawn, was fhot through the heart with a

mufquet ball. This event alone decided the battle

in favour of the Englifh. Though near thirty fhips

of the Dutch were funk and taken, they little re-

garded this lofs compared with that of their brave

admiral.

Meanwhile the negociations of peace were

continually advancing. The States, overwhelmed
with the expence of the war, terrified by their lofles,

and mortified by their defeats, were extremely de-

firous of an accommodation with an enemy whom
they found, by experience, too powerful for them.

The king having fhown an inclination to ierve on
board their fleet, though they expreffed their fenfe

of the honour intended them, they declined an

offer,
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CHAP, offer, which might inflame the quarrel with the
_k

' Englifh commonwealth. The great obftacle to the

,6 53 .
peace was found not to be any animofity on the

part of the Engliffi ; but on the contrary a defire

too earnefl of union and confederacy. Cromwel
had revived the chimerical fcheme of a coalition

with the United Provinces 5 a total conjunction of

t 6 34..
government, privileges, intereft, and councils. This
project appeared fo wild to the States, that they

wondered any man of fenfe could ever entertain it

;

April 15. and they refufed to enter into conferences with re-

gard to a propofa!, which could ferve only to delay

Tezct with any practicable fcheme of accommodation. The
Holland, peace was at laft figned by Cromwel, now inverted

with the dignity of protector ; and it proves fufli-

ciently, that the war had been impolitic, fince,

after the moft fignal victories, no terms more ad-

vantageous could be obtained. A defenfive league

was made between the two republics. They agreed,

each of them, to banifh the enemies of the other

;

thofe who had been concerned in the maffacre of

Amboyna were to be punifhed, if any remained

alive ; the honour of the flag was yielded to the

Englifh ; eighty-five thouland pounds were ftipu-

lated to be paid by the Dutch Eaft India company
for loffes which the Englifh company had fuitained ;

and the ifland of Polerone in the Eaft Indies was

promifed to be ceded to the latter.

Cromwel, jealous of the connexions between the

royal family and that of Orange, infilled on a fe-

parate article ; that neither the young prince nor

any of his family mould ever be inverted with the

dignity of ftadtholder. The province of Holland,

ftrongly prejudiced againfl that office, which thev

efteemed dangerous to liberty, fecretly ratified this

article. The protector, knowing that the*» other

provinces would not be induced to make fuch a

concellion, was iatisfied with the fecufity.

The
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The Dutch war being fuccefsful, and the peace chap.
reafonable, brought credit to Cromwel's adminiftra- v ^

'

j
tion. An act of juftice, which he exercifed at home, 165+.

gave likewife fatisfaclion to the people ; though the

regularity of it may perhaps appear fomewhat doubt-

ful. Don Pantaleon Sa, brother to the Portuguefe

ambaffador, and joined with him in the fame com-
mission y

, fancying himfelf to be infulted, came
upon the exchange, armed and attended by feveral

fervants. By miftake, he fell on a gentleman, whom
he took for the perfon that had given him the

offence j and having butchered him with many
wounds, he and all his attendants took Shelter in the

houfe of the Portuguefe ambaffador, who had con-

nived at this bafe enterprile
z
. The populace fur-

rounded the houfe, and threatened to fet fire to it.

Cromwel fent a guard, who feized all the criminals.

They were brought to^rial : And notwithstanding

the opposition of the ambaffador, who pleaded the

privileges of his office, don Pantaleon was executed

on Tower- hill. The laws of nations were here

plainly violated : But the crime committed by the

Portuguefe gentleman was to the laft degree atro-

cious ; and the vigorous chaitifement of it, fuitino;

fo well the undaunted character of Cromwel, was
univerfally approved of at home and admired among
foreign nations. The fituation of Portugal obliged

that court to acquiefce; and the ambaffador foon

after Signed with the protector a treaty of peace and
alliance, which was very advantageous to the Englifh

commerce.
Another act of feverity, but neceffary in his

fituation, was, at the very fame time, exercifed by
the protector, in the capital punifhment of Gerard
and Vowel, two rqyaliits, who were accufed of con-
fpiring againlt his lire. He had creeled a high court

of juitice for their trial; an infringement of the an-

T Tiiur'oe, vol. ii. p. 4^9. z Ibid. vol. i. p. 6i5.

dent
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cicnt laws, which at this time was become familiar,

but one to which no cuftom or precedent could re-

concile the nation. Juries were found altogether

unmanageable. The reftlefs Lilburn, for new of-

fences, had been brought to a new trial ; and had

been acquitted with new triumph and exultation. If

no other method of conviction had been devifed du-
ring this illegal and unpopular government, all its

enemies were allured of entire impunity.

The protector had occalion to obferve the pre-

judices entertained againft his government, by the

difpofition of the parliament, which he fummoned
on the third of September, that day of the year on
which he gained his two great victories of Dunbar
and Worcefter, and which he always regarded as

fortunate for him. It muft be confeffed, that, if

we are left to gather Cromwel's intentions from his

inftrument of government, it is fuch a motley piece,

that we cannot eafily conjecture, whether he feri-

or a republic.

fo extenfive a

for the dignity

the authority,

cufly meant to eiiablifh a tyranny

On one hand, a firft magistrate, in

government, feemed necefTary both

and tranquillity of the ftate ; and

which he aiTumed as protector, was, in fome re-

fpects, inferior to the prerogatives, which the laws

entrufted and (till entruft to the king. On the

other hand, the legiflative power, which he referved

to himfelf and council, together with {o great an

army, independent of the parliament, were bad

pregnoftics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and

Jegal constitution. But if this were not his inten-

tion, the method in which he distributed and con-

dueled the eleclionsj being fo favourable to liberty,

forms an inconfiftency which is not eafily accounted

for. He deprived of their right of election all the

fmall boroughs, places the moft expofed to in-

fluence and corruption. Of 400 members, which

reprefented England, 270 were chofen by the coun-

ties. The reft were elected by London, and the

more
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more confiderable corporations. The lower popu- chap.
lace too, Co eafily guided or deceived, were excluded

V(
*

j
from the elections : An eftate of two hundred pounds 1654..

value was neceffiiry to entitle any one to a vote. The
elections of this parliament were conducted with per-

fect freedom ; and, excepting that fuch of the roy-

alifts as had borne arms againft the parliament and

all their fons were excluded, a more fiir reprefenta-

tion of the people could not be defired or expected.

Thirty members were returned from Scotland ; as

many from Ireland.

The promedol- feems to have been difappointed,

when he found that all thefe precautions, which
were probably nothing but covers to his ambition*

had not procured him the confidence of the public.

Though CromwePs adminiftration was lefs odious

to every party than that of any other party, yet was
it entirely acceptable to none. The royalifts had been

inftructed by the king to remain quiet, and to cover

themfelves under the appearance of republicans

;

and they found in this latter faction fuch inveterate

hatred againft the protector, that they could not wifli

for more zealous adversaries to his authority. It

was maintained by them, that the pretence of li-

berty and a popular election was but a new artifice

of this great deceiver, in order to lay afleep the

deluded nation, and give himfelf leifure to rivet

their chains more fecurely upon them : That in the

inftrument of government he openly declared his

intention of ftill retaining the fame mercenary ar-

my, by whofe affiftance he had fubdued the ancient

eftablifhed government, and who would with lefs

fcruple obey him, in overturning, whenever he
mould pleafe to order them, that new fyftem, which
he himfelf had been pleafed to model : That being

fehfible of the danger and uncertainty of all mili-

tary government, he endeavoured to intermix fome
appearance, and but an appearance, of civil admi-
niftration, and to balance the army by a feeming

content
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C H A P. confent of the people : That the abfurd trial, which

n_
J

v
'__, he had made, of a parliament, elected by himfelf,

1654. appointed perpetually to elect their fucceflbrs, plainly

proved, that he aimed at nothing but temporary

expedients, was totally averfe to a free republican

government, and polieiTcd not that mature and
deliberate reflection, which could qualify him to act

the part of a legiflator : That his imperious character,

which had betrayed itfelf in fo many incidents, could

never ferioufly fubmit to legal limitations ; nor

would the very image of popular government be

longer upheld than while conformable to his arbi-

trary will and pleailire: And that the bed policy was

to oblige him to take off the mafk at once; and

either fubmit entirely to that parliament which he

had fummoned, or, by totally rejecting its authority,

leave himfelf no reiource but in his feditious and
enthufialtic army.

In* profecution of thefe views, the parliament,

having heard the protector's fpeech, three hours

long% and having chofen Lenthal for their fpeaker,

immediately entered into -a difcuflion of the pre-

tended inllrument of government, and of that au-

thority which Cromwel, by the title of protector,

had affumed over the nation. The greateft liberty

was ufed in arraigning this new dignity; and even

the perfonal character and conduct of Cromwel
eicaped not without cenfure. The utmoft that

could be obtained by the officers and by the court

party, for lb they were called, was to protract the

debate by arguments and long fpeeches, and pre-

vent the decifion of a queition, which, they were
lenfible, would be carried againft them by a great

majority. The protector, furprifed and enraged at

this refractory fpirit in the parliament, which how-
ever he hid lb much realbn to expect, fent for

them to the painted chamber, and with an air of

a Thuiloe, vol. ii. p. 588.

great
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great authority inveighed againft their conduct, chap.
He told them that nothing could be more abfurd

LXI *

than for them to difpute his title j fince the fame i$s4#

inftrument of government which made them a par-

liament, had inverted him with the protectorfhip j

that fome points in the new constitution were fup-

pofed to be fundamentals, and were not on any

pretence to be altered or difputed ; that among
thefe were the government of the nation by a fingle

perfon and a parliament, their joint authority over

the army and militia, the fucceiTion of new parlia-

ments, and liberty of confcience ; and that with

regard to thefe particulars, there was referved to

him a negative voice, to which, in the other

circumftances of government, he confefTed himfelf

no-wife entitled.

The protector now found the necefiity of exacting

a fecurity which, had he forefeen the fpirit of the

houfe, he would with better grace have required at

their fir ft meeting b
. He obliged the members to

fign a recognition of his authority, and an engage-
ment not to propofe or confent to any alteration in

the government, as it was fettled in a fingle perfon

and a parliament -, and he placed guards at the door
of the houfe, who allowed none but fubfcribers to

enter. Molt of the members, after fome hefitation,

fubmitted to this condition, but retained the fame
refractory fpirit which they had difcovered in their

firft debates. The inftrument of government was
taken in pieces, and examined, article by article,

with the molt fcrupulous accuracy : Very free topics

were advanced with the general approbation of the

houfe : And during the whole couife of their pro-

ceedings they neither fent up one bill to the pro-

tector, nor took any notice of him. Being in-

formed that confpiracies were entered into between
the members and fome malcontent officers, he ha-

k Thurloe, vol. ii. p< Cso.

Vol. VII. R fiened
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chap, ftened to the di Ablution of fo dangerous an afiem-

bly. By the inftrument of government to which

165?. he had fworn, no parliament could be diffolved till

jidot'jun.
j t haa! fitten five months; but Cromwel pretended

that a month contained only twenty-eight days, ac-

cording to the method of computation practifed in

paying the fleet and army. The full time, there-

fore, according to this reckoning, being elapfed,

the parliament was ordered to attend the protector,

who made them a tedious, confufed, angry ha-

rangue, and difmifTed them. Were we to judge of

Cromwel's capacity by this, and indeed by all his

other compofitions, we mould be apt to entertain

no very favourable idea of it. But in the great

variety of human geniufes, there are fome which,

though they fee their object clearly and distinctly in

general, yet, when they come to unfold its parts

by difcourfe or writing, lofe that luminous concep-

tion which they had before attained. All accounts

agree in afcribing to Cromwel a tirefome, dark,

unintelligible elocution, even when he had no in-

tention to difguife his meaning : Yet no man's

actions were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult

incidents, more decifive and judicious.

The electing of a difcontenced' parliament is a

proof of a difcontented nation : The angry and ab-

rupt diflblution of that parliament is always fure to

increafe the general difcontent. The members of

this affembly, returning to their counties, propa-

gated that fpirit of mutiny which they had exerted

in the houfe. Sir Harry Vane and the old repub-

licans, who maintained the indifibluble authority of

the long parliament, encouraged the murmurs
againft the prefent usurpation j though they acted

fo cautioufly as to give the protector no handle

againft them. Wildman and fome others of that

party carried dill farther their conspiracies againft

the protector's authority. The royalifts, obferving

this general ill-will towards the eftablijhment, could

no
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no longer be retained in fubjection j but fancied c
^^

l> '

that every cjc v ho was difiatisfied like them, had u -_'_>

alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations. 1655,

They did not confider that the old parliamentary

party, though many of them were difpleafed with.

Cromwel, who had difpoflfeiled them of their power,

were Rill more apprehenfive of any fuccefs to the

royal caufe ; whence, bcfides a certain profpect of

the fame confequence, they had io much reafon to

dread the fevereft vengeance for their paft tranf-

greffions.

In concert with the king a confpiracy was en- Infurree*

tered into by the royalifts throughout England, and tlono
J

th*

a day of general rifing appointed. Information of
X°^

this defign was conveyed to Cromwel. The pro-

tector's adminiftration was extremely vigilant.

Thurloe, his fecretary, had fpies every where.

Manning, who had accefs to the king's family, kept

a regular correfpondence with him. And it was

not difficult to obtain intelligence of a confederacy,

fo generally diffuled among a party who valued

themfelves more on zeal and courage, than on fe-

crely and fobriety. Many of the royaiifls were

thrown into prifon. Others, on the approach of the

day, were terrified with the danger of the under-

taking, and remained at home. In one place alone

the confpiracy broke into action. Penruddoc, nth of

Groves, Jones, and other gentlemen of the weft, March >

entered Salifoury with about 20ohorfej at the very

time when the fheriff and judges were holding the

aflizes, Thefe they made prifoners; and they pro-

claimed the king. Contrary to their expectations,

they received no acceffion . of force ; fo prevalent

was the terror of the eftablifhed government. Hav-
ing in vain wandered about for fome time, they

were totally difcouraged ; and one troop of hone
was able at laft to fupprefs them. The leaders of

the confpiracy, being taken prifoners, were capitally

R 2 punifhed»
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punifhed. The reft were fold for flaves, and trans-

ported to Barbadoes.

The eafy fubduing of this infurrection, which,

by the boldnefs of the undertaking, (truck at firft

a great terror into the nation, was a fingular felicity

to the protector ; who could not, without dan-

ger, have brought together any confiderable body
of his mutinous army, in order to fupprefs it.

The very infurrection itfelf he regarded as a fortu-

nate event; fince it proved the reality of thofe con-

fpiracies, which his enemies, on every occafion, re-

prefented as mere fictions, invented to colour his

tyrannical Severities. He refolved to keep no longer

any terms With the royalifts, who, though they

were not perhaps the moft implacable of his ene-

mies, were thofe whom he could opprefs under the

molt plaufible pretences, and who met with lead

countenance and protection from his adherents. He
iflued an edict with the content of his council, for

exacting the tenth penny from that whole party ; in

order, as he pretended, to make them pay the ex-

pences to which their mutinous difpolition conti-

nually expofed the public. Without regard to

compositions, articles of capitulation, or acts of in-

demnity, all the royalifts, however haraffed with

former opprefiions, were obliged anew to redeem

chemfelves by great fums of money; and many of

them were reduced by thefe multiplied di falters to

extreme poverty. Whoever was known to be dif-

aftected, or even lay under any fufpicion, though
no guilt could be proved againit him, was expofed

to the new exaction.

In order to raife this impofition, which com-
monly parted by the name of decimation, the pro-

tector instituted twelve major generals; and divided

the whole kingdom of England into fo many mili-

tary jurisdictions
c
. Thefe men, aftifted by com-

c Pari. Hid. vol. xx. p. 433.

miilionersj
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miffioners, had power to fubject whom they pleafed

to decimation, to levy all the taxes impofed by the

protector and his council, and to imprifon any per- Z655.

ion who fhould be expofed to their jealoufy or Sus-

picion -, nor was there any appeal from them but tp

the prote<5tor/himSelf and his council. Under co-

lour of thefe powers, which were Sufficiently exor-

bitant, the major-generals exercifed an authority

frill more arbitrary, and acted as if abfolute mailers

of the property and perfon of every Subject. All

reaSonable men now concluded, that the very

mafque of liberty was thrown afide, and that the

nation was for ever Subje£ted to military and deSpo-

tic government; exercifed not in the legal manner
of European nations, but according to the maxims
of eaftern tyranny. Not only the fupreme magis-

trate owed his authority to illegal force and uSurpa-

tion : He had parcelled out the people into fo many
fubdivifions of flavery, and had delegated to his

inferior ministers the fame unlimited authority

which he himfelf had fo violently affumed.

A government totally military and defpotic is

almoft fure, after fome time, to fall into impotence

and languor: But when it immediately Succeeds a,

legal conititution, it may, at firft, to foreign na-

tions, appear very vigorous and active, and may
exert with more unanimity that power, Spirit, and
riches, which had been acquired under a better

form. It Seems now proper, after fo long an in-

terval, to look abroad to the general (late of Eu- state of

rope, and to confider the meaSures which England Eui'°Pe «

at this time embraced in its negotiations with the

neighbouring princes. The moderate temper and
unvvarlike genius of the two laft princes, the ex-

treme difficulties under which they laboured at

home, and the great fecurity which they enjoyed

from foreign enemies, had rendered them negligent

of the transactions on the continent -, and England,
during their reigns, had been in a manner over-

looked in the general fyftern of Europe. The bold

R 3 and
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chap. and reftlefs genius of the protector led him to ex-

u _ '

_f tend his alliances and enterprifes to every part of

i6c 5 . Chriftendom ; and partly from the afcendant of his

magnanimous fpirit, parrly from the fituation of fo-

reign kingdoms, the weight of England, even

under its mo?t legal and braveft princes, v/as never

more fenfibly felt than during this unjuft and violent

usurpation.

A war of thirty years, the mod fignal and mod
deftructive that had appeared in modern annals,

was at lave finifhed in Germany d
; and by the treaty

of Weilphalia, were compofed thofe fatal quarrels

which had been excited by the palatine's precipitate

acceptance of the crown of Bohemia. The young
palatine was reftored to part of his dignities and of

his dominions 6
. The rights, privileges, and au-

thority, of- the feveral members of the Germanic
body were fixed and afcertained : Sovereign princes

and free fiates were in fome degree reduced to obe-

dience under laws : And by the valour of the heroic

Guftavus, the enterprifes of the active Richelieu,

the intrigues of the artful Mazarine, was in part

effected, after an infinite expence of blood and

treafure, what had been fondly expected and loudly

demanded from the feeble efforts of the pacific

James, feconded by the fcanty fupplies of his jea-

lous parliaments.

Sweden, which had acquired by conquefl large

dominions in the north of Germany, was engaged

in enterprifes which promifed her, from her fuccefs

and valour, flill more extenfive acquifitions on the

fide both of Poland and of Denmark. Charles X.
who had mounted the throne of that kingdom after

the voluntary resignation of Chriftina, being ftimu-

laied by the fame of Guftavus as well as by his

own martial difpofition, carried his conquering

d In 164^.
e This prince, during the civil wars, had much neglecled his uncle,

and payed rou.t to the parliament: He accepted of a penfion of

Stood, a year from them, and took a place in their aflembly of
divines,

arms
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arms to the fouth of the Baltic, and gained the chap.
celebrated battle of Wapfaw, which had been ob- L _ '_,

ftinately difputed during the fpace of three days. \t>^.

The protector, at the time his alliance was courted

by every power in Europe, anxioufly courted the

alliance of Sweden ; and he was fond of forming a

conrederacy with a protefiant power of fuch renown,

even though it threatened the whole north with

conqueft and fubjection.

The tranfactions of the parliament and protector

with France had been various and complicated.

The emiflaries of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the

flame of rebellion, when it firft broke out in Scot-

land ; but after the conflagration had diftufed itfelf^

the French court, obferving the materials to be of
themfelves fufficiently combuftible, found it unne-
cessary any longer to animate the Britifh malcon-

tents to an oppofition of their fovereign. On the

contrary, they offered their mediation for compofmg
thefe inteftine diforders; and their ambafTadors,

from decency, pretended to act in concert with the

court of England, and to receive directions from a

prince with whom their matter was connected with

fo near an affinity. Meanwhile, Richelieu died,

and foon after him the French king, Louis XIII.

leaving his fon an infant four years old, and his wi-

dow, Anne of Auftria, regent of the kingdom.
Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the mini-

dry ; and the fame general plan of policy, though

by men of fuch oppoiite characters, was ftiil con-

tinued in the French counfels'. The eftablifhment

of royal authority, the reduction of the Aultrian
'

family, were purfued with ardour and fuccefs ; and

every year brought an acceffion of force and gran-

deur to the French monarchy. Not only battles

were won, towns and fortreffes taken ; the genius

too of the nation feemed gradually to improve, and
to compofe itfelf to the fpirit of dutiful obedience

and of Heady enterprife. A Ccr.de, a Turenne,

R 4 were
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C h A P. were formed ; and the troops, animated by their

y 7z\ valour, and guided by their difcipline, acquired

1655. every day a greater afcendant over the Spaniards.

All of a fudden, from fome intrigues of the court,

and fome difcon tents in the courts of judicature,

inteftine commotions were excited, and every thing

relapfed into confufion. But thefe rebellions of the

French, neither ennobled by the fpirit of liberty,

nor difgraced by the fanatical extravagances which

diftinguilhed the Eritifh civil wars, were conducted

with little bloodfhed, and made but a fmall impref-

fion on the minds of the people. Though feconded

by the force of Spain, and conducted by the prince

of Conde, the malcontents, in a little time, were

either expelled or fubdued; and the French monar-
chy, having loft a few of its conquefts, returned

with frefh vigour to the acquifition of new domi-
nion.

The queen of England and her fon, Charles,

during thefe commotions, paffed mod of their time

at Paris, and notwithftanding their near connexion

of blood, received but few civilities, and ftill lefs

fupport, from the French court. Had the queen

regent been ever fo much inclined to affift the Eng-
lifh prince, the diforders of her own affairs would,

for a long time, have rendered fuch intentions im-
practicable. The baniiried queen had a moderate

per.fion afiigned her; but it was fo ill payed, and

her credit ran fo low, that, one morning, when the

cardinal de Iletz waited on her, fhe informed him
that her daughter, the princefs Henrietta, was
obliged to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her.

To fuch a condition was reduced, in the mid ft of
Paris, a queen of England, and daughter of

Henry IV. of France !

The Englifh parliament, however, having affumed

ereignty of the ftate, refented the counte-

nance, cold as it was, which the French court gave

to : rtunate monarch. On pretence of ii



THE COMMONWEALTH.
ries, of which the Englifh merchants complained,

they ififued letters of reprifal upon the French; and

Blake went fo far as to attack and feize a whole i6c 5 .

fquadron of fhips, which were carrying fupplies to

Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the Spaniards.

That town, difappointed of thefe fupplies, fell into

the hands of the enemy. The French minifters

foon found it neceflary to change their meafures.

They treated Charles with fuch affected indiffer-

ence, that he thought it more decent to withdraw,

and prevent the indignity of being defired to leave

the kingdom. He went firft to Spaw, thence he

retired to Cologne; where he lived two years on a

fmall pennon, about 6000 pounds a-year, payed

him by the court of France, and on fome contri-

butions fent him by his friends in England. In

the management of his family, he difcovered a

difpofition to order and ceconomy ; and his temper,

cheerful, carelefs, and fociable, was more than a

fufficient compenfation for that empire, of which

his enemies had bereaved him. Sir Edward Hyde,
created lord chancellor, and the marquis of Or-
mond, were his chief friends and confidents.

If the French miniftry had thought it prudent

to bend under the Englifh parliament, they deemed
it ftill more neceffary to pay deference to the pro-

tector, when he affumed the reins of government.

Cardinal Mazarine, by whom all the councils of
France were directed, was artful and vigilant, fupple

and patient, falfe and intriguing; defirous rather

to prevail by dexterity than violence, and placing

his honour more in the final fuccefs of his meafures
than in the fplendour and magnanimity of the means
which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious

character, rather than by the advantage of his

fituation, acquired an afcendant over this man ; and
every propofal made by the protector, however
unreafonable in itfelf and urged with whatever

infolence^
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chap, infolence, met with a ready compliance from the
LXI

; ,
politic and timid cardinal. Bourdeaux was fent over

,655. to England as minifter ; and all circumftances of

refpect were paid to the daring ufurper, who had

imbrued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a

prince fo nearly related to the royal family of France.

With indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conduct

this negotiation, which Cromwel feemed entirely

to neglect; and though privateers, with Englifh

commifTions, committed daily depredations on the

French commerce, Mazarine was content, in hopes

of a fortunate ilTue, ftill to fubmit to thefe indigni-

ties
f
.

The court of Spain, lefs connected with the un-

fortunate royal family, and reduced to greater dif-

trefs than the French monarchy, had been ftill more
forward in her advances to the profperous parlia-

ment and protector. Don Alonzo de Cardenas, the

Spanifh envoy, was the firft public minifter who
recognized the authority of the new republic j and,

in return for this civility, Afcham was fent envoy

into Spain by the parliament. No fooner had this

minifter arrived in Madrid, than fome of the ba-

nifhed royaiifes, inflamed by that inveterate hatred

which animated the Englifh factions, broke into

his chamber, and murdered him, together with his

fecretary. Immediately they took {ancillary in the

churches j and, affifted by the general favour, which

every where attended the royal caufe, were enabled,

moft of them, to make their efcape. Only one of

the criminals fufrered death ; and the parliament

feemed to reft fatisfied with this atonement.

Spain, at this time, aliailed every where by vi-

gorous enemies fom without, and labouring under

f Thntloe, vol. iii. p. 103. 619. 651. In the treaty which was
("..red after long negotiation, the proteclor's name was inferted before

the French king's in that copy which remained in England. Thurloe,
vol. vi. p. n6. See farther, vol. vii. p. 17S.

manv
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many internal diforders, retained nothing of her chap.
former grandeur, except the haughty pride of her

t

counfels, and the hatred and jealoufy of her neigh- 1655.

bours. Portugal had rebelled, and eftablifhed her

monarchy in the huuSe of Braganza : Catalonia,

complaining of violated privileges, had revolted to

France : Naples was fliakcn with popular convul-

fions : The Low Countries were invaded with

fuperipr forces, and feemed ready to change their

matter : The Spaniih infantry, anciently lb formi-

dable, had been annihilated by Conde in Che fields

of Rocroy : And though the fame prince, baniflied

France, fuftained, by his activity and valour, the

falling fortunes of Spain, he could only hope to

protract, not prevent, the ruin with which that mo-
narchy was vifibly threatened.

Had Cromwel understood and regarded the in-

terefts of his country, he would have Supported the

declining condition of Spain againft the dangerous

ambition of France, and preferved that balance of

power, on which the greatneis and Security of Eng-
land fo much depend. Had he Studied only his

own interefes, he would have maintained an exact

neutrality between thofe great monarchies j nor

would he have hazarded his ill- acquired and unfet-

tled power, by provoking foreign enemies, who
might lend afiiftance to domeftic faction, and over-

turn his tottering throne. But his magnanimity
undervalued danger : His active difpofition, and *

avidity of extenfive glory, made him incapable of
repofe: And as the policy of men is continually

warped by their temper, no fooner was peace made
with Holland, than he began to deliberate what new
enemy he fhouid invade with his victorious arms.

The extenfive empire and yet extreme weaknefs War with

of Spain in the Weft Indies; the vigorous courage Spam#

and great naval power of England j were circum-
stances which, when compared, excited the ambi-
tion of the enterprifing protector, and made him

I hope
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CHAP, hope that he might, by fome gainful conqueft,
LX1,

render for ever illuftrious that dominion which he

,£55. had a(Turned over his country. Should he fail of

thefe durable acquifitions, the Indian treafures,

which mure every year crofs the ocean to reach-

Spain, were, he thought, a fure prey to the Eng-
lilh navy, and would fupport his military force,

without his laying. new burdens on the difcontented

people. From France a vigorous refiftance muft

be expected : No plunder, no conquefts could be

hoped for : The progrefs of his arms, even if at-

tended with fuccefs, muft there be flow and gra-

dual : And the advantages acquired, however real,

would be lefs linking to the multitude, whom it

was his intereit to allure. The royal family, To

clofely connected with the French monarch, might
receive great affiftance from that neighbouring

kingdom ; and an army of French proteftants,

landed in England, would be able, he dreaded, to

unite the moft oppofite factions againft the prefent

ufurpation *:

These motives of policy were probably feconded

by his bigoted prejudices; as no human mind ever

contained fo ftrange a mixture of fagacity and ab-

furdity as that of this extraordinary perfonage. The
Swedifh alliance, though much contrary to the in-

terefts of England, he had contracted, merely from
his zeal for proteftantifm h

; and Sweden bcino-

clofely connected with France, he could not hope
to maintain that confederacy, in which he fo much
prided himfelf, Ihould a rupture enfue between
England and this latter kingdom \ The Hugonots,
he expected, would meet with better treatment,

Z See tl;e account of the negotiations with France and Spain by
Thurloe, vol. i. p. 7-9.

" He propofed to Sweden a general league and confederacy of all tlie

.proteftants. Wliitlocke, j>. 620. Thurloe, vol. vii. p. 1, In order

,

to judge of the maxims by which he comiucFed his foreign, politics, fee
farther Thurloe, vol. iv. p. i9S . 34.3. 44.

3 . yoj, v ii. p. 174.
1 rburloe, vol. i, p. 753.

while
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while he engaged in a clofe union with .their fove- chap.
reign

k
. And as the Spaniards were much more u \ _t

papifts than the French, were much more expofed 1655.

to the old puritanical hatred', and had even erected

the bloody tribunal of the inquifition, whofe rigours

they had refufed to mitigate on Cromwel's folicit-

ation
m

; he hoped that a holy and meritorious war
with fuch idolaters could not fail of protection from
heaven n

. A preacher likewife, infpired, as was
fuppofedj by a prophetic, fpint, bid him go and
pro/per; calling him a ftone cut cut of the mountains

without bands, that would break the pride of the

Spaniards, crufh Antichrift, and make way for the

purity of the Go/pel over the whole world".

Actuated equally by thefe bigoted, thefe am-
bitious, and thefe interested motives, the protector

equipped two confiderable fquadrons ; and while he
was making thofe preparations, the neighbouring

flates, ignorant of his intentions, remained in fuf-

pence, and looked with anxious expectation on what
fide the ftorm fhould difcharge itfelf. One of thefe

fquadrons, confiding of thirty capital fhips, was
lent into the Mediterranean under Blake, whofe
fame was now fpread over Europe. No Englifii

fleet, except during the Crufades, had ever before

failed in thofe feas ; and from one extremity to the

other, there was no naval force. Chriftian or Ma-
hometan, able to refill them. The Roman pontiff,

whofe weaknefs and whofe pride equally provoke
attacks, dreaded invafion from a power which pro- .*

felted the moft inveterate enmity againft him, and
which fo little regulated its movements by the ufual

motives of intereft and prudence. Blake, cafting

anchor before Leghorn, demanded and obtained

k Thurloe, vol. i. p. .759. ! Id. ibid.
m Id. ibid. Don Aicnzo faid, that the Indian trad; r.nd the inqui-

fition were his matter's two eyes, and the prote&or MvfiTted upon the
putting out both of them at once. -

D Canington, p. 191. • Bates;

5 from
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chap. from the duke of Tufcany reparation for fome lofTes
LXL

which the Engliih commerce had formerly fuftained

1655. from him. He next failed to Algiers, and com-
pelled the dey to make peace, and to reftrain his

piratical fubjects from farther violences on the

Englifh. He prefented himfelf before Tunis ; and

having there made the fame demands, the dey of

that republic bid him look to the caftles of Porto

Farino and Goletta, and do his utmoft. Blake

needed not to be roufed by fuch a bravado : He
drew his fnips clofe up to the canities, and r>re them
in pieces with his artillery. He fent a numerous

detachment of failors in their long-boats into the

harbour, and burned every fhip which lay there.

This bold action, which its very temerity, perhaps,

rendered fafe, was executed with little lofs, and

filled all that part of the world with the renown of

Englifti valour.

Jamaica The other iquadron was not equally fuccefsful.

conquered. J t was commanded by Pen, and carried on board
* 4000 men, undei the command of Venables. About

5000 more joined them from Barbadoes and St.

Chriftopher's. Both thefe officers were inclined to

the king's fervice p
; and it is pretended that Crom-

wel was obliged to hurry the foldiers on board, in

order to prevent the execution of a confpiracy which

had been formed among them, in favour of the

exiled family q
. The ill fuccefs of this enterprife

may juftly be afcribed, as much to the injudicious

fchemes of the protector, who planned it, as to

the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was
conducted. The foldiers were the refufe of the

whole army : The forces, inlifted in the Weft
Indies, were the moft profligate of mankind : l?en

and Venables were of" incompatible tempers : The
troops were not fumiihed with arms fit for fuch an

expedition : Their provifions were defective both

f Clarendon. ' q Vita D, Beiwici, p. 124.

in
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in quantity and quality : All hopes of pillage, the C h a p.

beft incentive to valour among fuch men, were
^'

refufed the foldiers and Teamen : No directions or in- ^55.

telligence were given to conduct the officers in their

enterprife : And at the fame time, they were tied

down to follow the advice of commiflloners, who
difconcerted them in all their projects r

.

It was agreed by the admiral and general to at- April 13;

tempt St. Domingo, the only place of ftrength in

the iQand of Hifpaniola. On the approach of the

Englifh, the Spaniards in a fright deferted their

houfes, and fled into the woods. Contrary to the

opinion of Venabies, the foldiers were difembarked

without guides ten leagues diftant from the town.

They wandered four days through the woods with-

out provifions, and what was ftill more intolerable

in that fultry climate, without water. The Spa-

niards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. The
Englifh, difcouraged with the bad conduct of their

officers, and fcarcely alive from hunger, thirft, and

fatigue, were unable to refill. An inconfiderable

number bf the enemy put the whole army to rout,

killed 600 of them, and chafed the reft on board
,

their veflels.

The Englifh commanders, in order to atone as

much as poffible for this unproiperous attempt,

bent their courfe to Jamaica, which v/as furren-

dered to them without a blow. Pen and Venabies

returned to England, and were both of them lent

to the Tower, by the protector, who, though com-
monly mafter of his fiery temper, was thrown into

a violent pafiion at this difappointment. He had
made a conqueft of greater importance than he was
himfelf at that time aware of; yet was it much in-

ferior to the vaft projects which he had formed. He
gave orders, however, to fupport it by men and
money ; and that ifland has ever fince remained in

1 Burchet's Naval Hiftory. See alfo Carte's Collection, vol. ii.

p. 46,47. Thuilee, vol. jii. p. 505.

the
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CHAP, the hands of the Englifli ; the chief acquifition which
LXL

t
they owe to the enterprifing Jpirit of Cromwel.

1656. As foon as the news of this expedition, which

was an unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in

Europe, the Spaniards declared war againft Eng-
land, and feized all the fhips and goods of Englifh

merchants, of which they could make themfelves

mafters. The commerce with Spain, fo profitable

to the Englifn, was cut off; and near 1500 veffels,

it is computed % fell in a few years into the hands

of the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague was

now joined in command, after receiving new or-

ders, prepared himfelf for hoftilities againft the

Spaniards.

Several fea officers, having entertained fcruples

of confcience with regard to the juftice of the Spa-

nifii war, threw up their commiffions, and retired %

No commands, they thought, of their fuperiors

could juftify a war, which was contrary to the prin-

ciples of natural equity, and which the civil ma-
giftrate had no right to order. Individuals, they

maintained, in refigning to the public their natural

liberty, could beftow on it only what they them-
felves were poffeffed of, a right of performing law^

ful actions, and could inveft it with no authority

of commanding what is contrary to the decrees of
heaven. Such maxims, though they feem reafon-

able, are perhaps too perfect for human nature ; and
muft be regarded as one effect, though of the moft
innocent and even honourable kind, of that fpirit,

partly fanatical, partly republican, which predomi-
nated in England.

Succefs. Blake lay fome time off Cadiz, in expectation

of intercepting the plate fleet, but was at laft

obliged, for want of water, to make fail towards

Portugal. Captain Stayner, whom he had left on
the coaft with a fquadron of feven veffels, came in

s Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 135. World's Miftake in Oliver Cromwel,
in the Had. Mii'cel. vol. i. t Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 570. 5*9.

fight
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fight of the galleons, and immediately let fail to c

J*^
purfue them. The Spanifh admiral ran his fhip ^_ J^j^
alhore : Two others followed his example : The rfs*.

Englifh took two (hips valued at near two millions
° ePtm3 *

of pieces of eight. Two galleons were let on fire;

and the marquis of Badajox, viceroy of Peru,

with his wife and his daughter, betrothed to the

young duke of Medina Celi, were deftroyed in

them. The marquis himfelf might have efcaped

}

but feeing thefe unfortunate women, aftonifhed with

the danger, fall in a fwoon, and perifli in the

flames, he rather chofe to die with them, than drag

out a life embittered with the remembrance of fuch

difmal fcenes u
. When the treafures gained by this

enterprise arrived at Portfmouth, the protector,

from a fpirit of oflentation, ordered them to be

tranfported by land to London.
The next action againft the Spaniards was more

honourable, though lefs profitable to the nation.

Blake having heard that a Spanifh fleet of fixteen

fhips, much richer than the former, had taken

Ihelter in the Canaries, immediately made fail to-

wards them. Ke found them in the bay of Santa

Cruz, difpofed in a formidable pofture. The bay
was fecured with a ftrong cafcle, well provided with

cannon, befides (cvtn forts in feveral parts of it,

all united by a line of communication, manned
with mufqueteers. Don Diego Diaques, the Spa-
nifh admiral, ordered all his fmaller veffels to moor
clofe to the fhore, and polled the larger galleons

farther off, at anchor, with their broadfides to the

fea.

Blak.e was rather animated than daunted with

this appearance. The wind ieconded his courage,

and blowing full into the bay, in a moment brought
him among the thickeft of his enemies. After a

refiftance of four hours, the Spaniards yielded to

n Th'Jiioe, vol. v. p. 4-jj,

Vol. VII. S Enelifli
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c 'J A P. Englifh valour, and abandoned their fliips, which

.
*'

j were {ct on fire, and confumed with all their trea-

,656. fore. The greateft danger ftill remained to the

Englifh. They lay under the fire of the caftles and

all the forts, which muft in a little time have torn

them in pieces. But the wind fuddenly fhifting,

carried them out of the bay ; where they left the

Spaniards in aftonifhment at the happy temerity of
their audacious victors.

And death This was the laft and greateft action of the gal-

Blake.
'

lant Blake. He was confumed with a dropfy and

fcurvy, and haftened home, that he might yield up
his breath in his native country, which he had lb

much adorned by his valour. As he came within

fight of land he expired
w

. Never man fo zealous

for a faction was fo much refpected and efteemed

even by the oppofite factions. He was by principle

an inflexible republican ; and the late ufurpations,

amidft all the truft and carefies which he received

from the" : v.ers, were thought to be very

little grateful to him. It is ftill our duty, he faid to

"the feamen, to
^

cur country, into -what bands

Joezer the govc
J

fall. Difinterefted, ge-

nerous, liberal ; ambitious only of true glory,,

dreadful only to his avowed enemies; he forms one
of the mod perfect characters of the age, and the

leaft -ftained with thofe errors and violences which

were then fo predominant. The protector ordered

him a pompous funeral at the public charge : But
the tears of his countrymen were the molt honour-

able panegyric on his memory.
The conduct of the protector in foreign affairs,

though imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigour

and enterprife, and drew a confideration to his

country, which, fince the reign of Elizabeth, it

feemed to have totally loft. The great mind of this.

'fuccefsful ufurper was Hite'i* on Spreading the re-

n of the Englifh nation ; and while he ftruck

» 20th of April 1657.

kind
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mankind with aitonifhment at his extraordinary for- chap.
tune, he feemed to ennoble, inftead of debafing, that t^^^^^
people whom he had reduced to fubjection. it was 1636.

his boaft, that he would render the name of an

, Englishmen as much feared and revered as ever was

that of a Roman ; and as his countrymen found

fome reality in thefe pretentions, their national va-

nity being gratified, made them bear with more pa-

tience all the indignities and calamities under which

they laboured.

It mud alfo be acknowledged, that the protector, Domeftlc

in his civil and domeftic administration, difplayed admini-

i 1 ^ • n • j 1 1 • Irration of
as great regard both to juitice and clemency, as his cromwel.

ufu rped authority, derived from no la.v, and founded

only on the fword, could poffibly permit. All the

chief offices in the courts of judicature were filled

with men of integrity : Amidft the virulence of

faction, the decrees of the judges were upright and

impartial : And to every man but himfelf, and to

himfelf, except where necefiity required the con-

trary, the law was the great rule of conduct and be-

haviour. Vane and Liiburn, whofe credit with the

republicans and levellers he dreaded, were indeed

for fome time confined to prifon : Cony, who re-

fufed to pay illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces

to depart from his obftinacy : High courts of jus-

tice were erected to try thofe who had engaged in"

con 'piracies and inturrectionr. againlt the protector's

authority, and whom he could not fafely commit to

the verdict of juries. But thefe irregularities were

deemed inevitable confluences of his illegal au-

thority. And though often urged by his officers,

as is pretended x
, to attempt a general maffacre of

the royaliits, he always with horror rejected fuch

fanguinary counfels.

In the army was laid the fole bafis of the pro-

tector's power i and in managing it conilfted the

x Clarendon. Life of Dr. Berwick, &c.

S 2 ehief
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chap, chief art and delicacy of his government. The fol-

LX *'
diers were held in exa£t discipline ; a policy which

l6s 6. both accuftomed them to obedience, and made
them lefs hateful and burthenfbme to the people.

He augmented their pay ; though the public ne-

ceffities fometimes obliged him to run in arrears to

them. Their interefts, they were fenfible, were

clofely connected with thofe of their general and

protector. And he entirely commanded their affec-

tionate regard, by his abilities and fuccefs in almoil

every enterprife which he had hitherto undertaken.

But all military government is precarious ; much
more where it Hands in oppofkion to civil eftablifh-

ments ; and ftill more where it encounters religious

prejudices. By the wild fanaticifm which he had

nourifhed in the foldiers, he had feduced them into

mcafures, for which, if openly propofed to them,

they would have entertained the utmoft averficn.

But this fame fpirit rendered them more difficult to

be governed, and made their caprices terrible even

to that hand which directed their movements. So
often taught, that the office of king was an ufurpa-

tion upon Chrift, they were apt to ilifpect a pro-

tector not to be altogether compatible with that

divine authority. Harrifon, though raifed to the

higheft dignity, and poffefied of Cromwel's confi-

dence, became his mod inveterate enemy as foon as

the authority of a fingle perfon was eftablifhed,

againft which that ufurper had always made lucli

violent proteftations. Overton, Lich, Okey, of-

ficers of rank in the army, were actuated with like

principles, and Cromwei was obliged to deprive

them of their commiffions. Their influence, which
was before thought unbounded among the troops,

ieemed from that moment to be totally anni-

hilated.

The more effectually to curb the enthufiaftic and
feditious fpirit of the troops, Cromwei eftablifhed a

kind of militia in the feveral counties. Companies
of
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of infantry and cavalry were inlifled under proper c **^ P.

officers, regular pay distributed among them, and a »
, v

'

_,

refource by that means provided both againft the 1656.

infurrections of the royalifls, and mutiny of the

army.

Religion can never be deemed a point of fmall

confequence in civil government : But during this

period, it may be regarded as the great fpring of

men's actions and determinations. Though trans-

ported, himfelf, with the molt frantic whimfies,

Cromwel had adopted a fcheme for regulating this

principle in otherSj which was fagacious and poli-

tical. Being refolved to maintain a national church,

yet determined neither to admit epifcopacy nor

prefbytery, he eftablifhed a number of commiffion-

ers, under the name of nyers, partly laymen, partly

ecclefiaftics, fome prefbyterians, ibme independents.

Thefe prefented to all livings, which were formerly

in the gift of the crown ; they examined and ad-

mitted fuch perfons as received holy orders; and
they infpe£ted the lives, doctrine, and behaviour

of the clergy. Inftead of Supporting that union

between learning and theology, which has fo long

been attempted in Europe, thefe tryers embraced
the latter principle in its full purity, and made it

the fole object of their examination. The candi-

dates were no more perplexed with queftions con-

cerning their progrefs in Greek and Roman erudi-

tion; concerning their talent for profane arts and
fciences : The chief objec~t of fcrutiny regarded

their advances in grace, and fixing the critical mo-
ment of their converfion.

With the pretended faints of all denominations

Cromwel was familiar and eafy. Laying afide the

ftate of protector, which, on other occafions, he
well knew how to maintain, he infmuated to them,
that nothing but neceffity could ever oblige him to

invert himfelf with it. He talked fpiritually to

them ; he fighed, he weeped, he canted, he prayed.

S3 He
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CHAP. Pie even entered with them into an emulation of"

J*.
XI

' ghoftly gifts ; and thefe men, inftead of grieving to

,656.
sbe outdone in their own way, were proud that his

highnefs, by his princely example, had dignified

thofe practices in which they themfelves were daily

occupied y
.

If Cromwel might be faid to adhere to any par-

ticular form of religion, they were the independents

who could chiefly boafl of his favour -, and it may
be affirmed, that fuch paftora of that feci, as were

not paftionately addicted to civil liberty, were all

of them devoted to him.

The prefbyterian clergv z]":, faved from the

ravages of the an&baptifts and tnilieriarians, a&d en-

joying their eltablifhments and Wythe's, were not

averfe to his govermri. n: , though he fti'.i enter-

tained a great iealoufy of that ambitious ad rcfllefs

fpirit by which they were actuated. lie granted

an unbounded liberty of co r...:ience to a]l ... catho-

lics and prelatifts; and by that meanb he both at-

tached the wild i^ctaries to his perlbni, and employ-

ed them in curbing the domineering fpirit of the

prc/byterians. " I am the only man," he was

often heard to fay, ft who has known how to fubdue
Cf that iiifolent feet, which can fuffer none but itfelf."

The proteflant zeal which pofTefTed the prefby-

terians and independents, was highly gratified by

the haughty manner in which the protector fo

fuccefsfully fupported tha perfecuted prottftants

throughout all Europe. Even the duke of Savoy,

io remote a power, and fo little expofed to the naval

y Crornwel followed, though but in I
art, the advice which he re-

ceived from general Harrifon, at '.he time when the intimacy and
endearment molt iirongly fubfift.d betwixt them. " Let the waiting
'•' upon Jehovah," laid that military faint, " be the greatelt and

)ft fcrrihfidentble bnilnei's you have every day: Reckon it lb, more
" than to cut, (hep, and council together. Run allele fome.imes
ft from your company, and get a word with the Lord. Why fliould

" not you have three or fcur precious 1'ouls always rhnding at your
*' elbow, with lit now arid then turn into a coiner? I

and mercy in iuchavray."
Milton's State Papers, p. 12.

force
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force of England, was obliged, by the authority of C H A P-

France, to comply with his mediation, and to to- L
" v

lerate the proteftants of the vailies, aguinft whom J656.

that prince had commenced a furious perfecution.

France itfelf was conftrained to bear not only with

the religion, but even, in fome inftances, with the

fedirious infolence of the hugonots; and when the

French court applied for a reciprocal toleration of

the catholic religion in England, the protector, who
arrogated in every thing the fuperiority, would
hearken to no fuch propofal. He had entertained

a project of inftituting a college in imitation of that

at Rome, for the propagation of the faith ; and his

apoftles, in zeal, though not in unanimity, had cer-

tainly been a full match for the catholics.

Cromwel retained the church of England in

conftraint; though he permitted its clergy a little

more liberty than the republican parliament had
formerly allowed. He was pleafed that the fuperior

lenity of his adminiftration fhould in every thing

be remarked. He bridled the royalifts, both by the

army which he retained, and by thofe fecret fpies

which he found means to intermix in all their coun-

fels. Manning being detected and punifhed with

death, he corrupted fir Richard Willis, who was
much trufted by chancellor Hyde and all the roy-

alifts j and by means of this man he was let into

every defign and confpiracy of the party. He
could difconcert any project, by confining the per-

fons who were to be the actors in it ; and as he re-

ftored them afterwards to liberty, his feverity pa;^d
only, for the refult of general jealoufy and fufpicion.

The fecret fource of his intelligence remained ftill

unknown and unfufpected.

Conspiracies for an aMafilnation he was chiefly

afraid of; thefe being defigns which no prudence or

vigilance could evade. Colonel Titus, under the

.name of Allen, had written a fpirited difeburie, ex-

porting every one to embrace this method of ven-

S 4 geancej
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C
lxi

P
' geance ; and Cromwel knew that the inflamed

i _, *_
j minds of the royal party were fufficiently difpofed to

»6i<s. put the doctrine in practice againft him. He openly

told them, that affafiinations were bafe and odious,

and he never would commence hoftilities by fo

fhameful an expedient ; but if the firft attempt or

provocation came from them, he would retaliate to

the uttermoft. He had instruments, he faid, whom
he could employ ; and he never would defift till he

had totally exterminated the royal family. This

menace, more than all his guards, contributed to

the fecurity of his perfon
2

.

There was no point about which the protector was

more folicitous than to procure intelligence. This
article alone, it is faid, coil him fixty thoufaod

pounds a-year. Podmafters, both at home and

abroad, were in his pay : Carriers were fearched or

bribed : Secretaries and clerks were corrupted : The
greateft zealots in all parties were often thofe who
conveyed private information to him : And nothing

could efcape his vigilant enquiry. Such at leaft is

the reprefentation made by hiftorians of Cromwel's

administration i But it mult be confefTed that, if

we may judge by thofe volumes of Thurloe's pa-

pers, which have been lately publiiried, this affair,

like many others, has bfeen greatly magnified. We
fcarcely find by that collection, that any fi

eounfels of foreign ftates, except thofe of Holland,

which are not expected to be concealed, were known
to the protector.

The general behaviour and deportment of this

man, who had been railed from a very private (ra-

tion, who had palled moil of his youth in the coun-

try, and who was ftill conftrained fo much to frequent

bad company, was Rich as might befit the greatelt

monarch. He maintained a dignity without either

affectation or oflentation ; and fupported with all

Grangers that high idea with which his great ex-

z See note [K] at the end of the volume,

ploirs
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ploits and prodigious fortune had imprefied them. chap.
Among his ancient friends he could relax himfelf;

tt - _,
and by trifling and amufement, jetting and making 1656.

verfes, he feared not expofing himfelf to their mod
familiar approaches \ With others, he fometimes

pufhed matters to the length of ruftic buffoonery;

and he would amufe himfelf by putting burning

coals into the boots and hofe of the officers who at-

tended him b
. Before the king's trial, a meeting

was agreed on between the chiefs of the republican

party and the general officers, in order to concert

the model of that free government which they were

to fubftitute in the room of the monarchical conili-

tution, now totally lubverted. After debates on
this lubject, the mod important that could fall \sa-

der the difcufilon of human creatures, Ludlow tells

us, that Cromwel, by way of frolic, threw a ciifhion

at his head ; and when Ludlow took up another

cufhion, in order to return the compliment, the

general ran down flairs, and had a]mod fallen in

the hurry. When the high court of juftice was
fignino- the warrant for the execution of the kino-, a

matter, if poffible, ftill more ferious, Cromwel,
taking the pen in his hand, before he fubfcribed

his name, bedaubed with ink the face of Martin,

who fat next him. And the pen being delivered to

Martin, he praclifed the fame frolic upon Crom-
wel c

. He frequently gave feafts to his inferior

officers ; and when the meat was fet upon the table,

a fignal was given ; the foldiers ruihed in upon
them; and with much noife, tumult, and confufion,

ran away with all the diihes, and difappointed the

guefts of their expecled meal d
.

That vein of frolic and pleafantry which made
a part, however inconfiilent, of Cromwel's charac-

ter, was apt fometimes to betray him into other incon-

fiftencies, and to difcover itfelf even where religion

a Whitlocke, p. 647. '" Bate?,
c Trial of the Regicides. d Bates.

mignt
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chap, might feem to be a little concerned. It is a tradi-

Jf^i^ tion, that, one day, fitting at table, the protector

j6 5 6.
had a bottle of wine brought him, of a kind which

he valued fo highly, that he muPr needs open the

bottle himfelf: But in attempting it, the cork-

fcrew dropt from his hand. Immediately his cour-

tiers and generals flung therpfelves on the floor to

recover it. Crcmwel burft out a-hughing. Should

any fool, faid he, put in his head at the door, he

wouldfancy, from your poft ure, that you wereJeeking

the Lord; and you are onlyJceking a cork-Jcrew.

Amidst all the unguarded play and buffoonery

of this lingular perfonage, he took the opportunity

of remarking the characters, defigns, and weak-

neiles of men ; and he would fometimes pufh them,

by an indulgence in wine, to open to him the moft

lecret recedes of their bofom. Great regularity,

however, and even aufterity of manners, were always

maintained in his court ; and he was careful never

by any liberties to give offence to the moft rigid of

the godly. Some itate was upheld ; but with little

expence, and without any fplendour. The nobi-

lity, though courted by him, kept at a diilance, and

diidained to intermix with thofe mean peribns who
were the inftruments of his government. Without
departing from ceconomy, he was generous to thofe

who ferved him; and he knew how to find out and

engage in his interefts every man pofTe'lfed of thofe

talents which any particular employment demanded.

His generals, his admirals, his judges, his ambaf-

fadors, were perfons who contributed, all of thern^

in their feveral fpheres, to the lecuriiy of the pro-

tector, and to the honour and intereft of the nation.

Under pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland

in one commonwealth with England, Cromwel had

reduced thofe kingdoms to a total fubjection ; and

he treated them entirely as conquered provinces.

The civil administration of Scotland was placed in a

council confuting moftly of Englifh, of which lord

3 Eroghil
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Bfoghil was prefident. Juftice was adminifiered c ha p.

by feven judges, four of whom were Englifh. In , ' ^
order to curb the tyrannical nobility, he both abo- i6 5 6.

lifhed all vaiTalage% and revived the office ofjuftice

of peace, which king James had introduced, but

was not able to fupport f
. A long line of forts and

garrifons was maintained throughout the kingdom.
An army of 10,000 men g kept every thing in

peace and obedience ; and neither the banditti of
the mountains, nor the bigots of the low countries,

could indulge their inclination to turbulence and
diforder. He courted the prefbyterian clergy

;

though he nourifhed that inteftine enmity which
prevailed between the refblutioners and proteders;

and he found that very little policy was requifite to

foment quarrels among theologians. He permitted

no church anemones ; being fenfibie that from
thence had proceeded many of the pad diforders.

And, in the main, the Scots were obliged to ac-

knowledge, that never before, while they enjoyed

their irregular, factious liberty, had they attained fo

much happinefs as at preient, when reduced to fub-

jection under a foreign nation.

The protector's adminiftration of Ireland was
more fevere and violent. The government of that

ifland was firft entrufted to Fleetwood, a notorious

fanatic, who had married Ireton's widow ; then to

Henry Cromwel, fecond fon of the protector, a

young man of an amiable, mild difponticn, and
not deftitute of vigour and capacity. About five

millions of acres, forfeited either by the popifh re-

bels or by the adherents of the king, were divided,

partly among the adventurers, who had advanced
money to the parliament, partly among the Englifli

foldiers, who had arrears due to them. Examples
of a more fudden and violent change of property

are fcarcely to be found in any hiftory. An order

c Whitlocke, p. 570. f Thurloe, vol. iv, p. 57.
£ Thurloe, vol, vi. j>. 557.

was
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chap, was even ifllied to confine all the native Irifh to the

^
LX1,

province of Connaught, where they would be fhut

i*5<y. up by rivers, lakes, and mountains; and could not,

it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to the Eng-
lifh government : But this barbarous and abfurd

policy, which, from an impatience of attaining im-

mediate fecurity, mult have depopulated all the

other provinces, and rendered the Englifh eftates of

no value, was foon abandoned as impracticable.

New par- Cromwel began to hope that, by his admini-
liament.

ftrarion, attended with fo much luftre and fuccefs

abroad, fo much order and tranquillity at home, he

had now acquired fuch authority as would enable

him to meet the reprefentatives of the nation, and

would allure him of their dutiful compliance with

his government. He fummoned a parliament; but

not trufting altogether to the good-will of the peo-

ple, he ufed every art which his new model of re-

prefentation allowed him to employ, in order to

influence the elections, and fill the houfe with his

own creatures. Ireland, being entirely in the hands

of the army, chole few but fuch officers as were

mod acceptable to him. Scotland mowed a like

compliance ; and as the nobility and gentry of that

kingdom regarded their attendance on Englifh par-

liaments as an ignominious badge of flavery, it was,

on that account, more eafy for the officers to pre-

vail in the elections. Notwithftanding all thefe pre-

cautions, the protector ftill found that the majority

17th of would not be favourable to him. He fet guards,
beptem-

therefore, on the door, who permitted none to enter

but fuch as produced a warrant from his council

;

and the council rejected about a hundred, who
eith':: refilled a recognition of the protector's go-

vernment, or were on other accounts obnoxious to

him. Thefe protefted againfl fo egregious a vio-

lence, fubverfive of all liberty ; but every applica-

tion for redrefs was neglected both by the council

and the parliament.

The
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The majority of the parliament, by means of CH
,

AP «

thefe arts and violences, was now at lad either ,_ /_,
friendly to the protector, orrelblved, by their com- 1656.

pliance, to adjuft, it poflible, this military govern-

ment to their laws and liberties. They voted a re-

nunciation of all title in Charles Stuart, or any of

his family ; and this was the firft act, dignified with

the appearance of national confent, which had ever

had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order to

found the inclinations of the houfe, ventured to

move that the parliament mould bellow the crown
on Cromwel; and no furprife or reluctance was
difcovered on the occafion. When Cromwel after-

wards afked Jephfon what induced him to make
fuch a motion, " As long," faid Jephfon, C( as I

" have the honour to fit in parliament, I muft fol-

" low the dictates of my own confcience, whatever
" offence I may be fo unfortunate as to give you."
" Get thee gone," faid Cromwel, giving him a

gentle blow on the moulder, " get thee gone, for a
" mad fellow, as thou art."

In order to pave the way to this advancement,

for which he fo ardently longed, Cromwel refolved

to facrifice his major-generals, whom he knew to be
extremely odious to the nation. That meafure was
alio become necenary for his own fecurity. All go-
vernment, purely military, fluctuates perpetually

between a defpotic monarchy and a defpotic arifto-

cracy, according as the authority of the chief com-
mander prevails, or that of the officers next him in

rank and dignity. The major-generals, being pof-
feffed of fo much diftinct jurifdiction, began to efta-

blifh a feparate title to power, and had rendered
themfelves formidable to the protector himfelf; and
for this inconvenience, though he had not forefeen it,

he well knew, before it was too late, to provide a pro-
per remedy. Claypole, his fon-in-law, who pofTeiT-

ed his confidence, abandoned them to the pleafure

of the houfe j and though the name v ::-
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ed, it was agreed to abridge, or rather entirely an-

nihilate, the power of the major-generals.

At length, a motion in form was made by al-

derman Pack, one of the city members, for invert-

ing the protector with the dignity of King. This
motion, ac firft, excited great disorder, and divided

the whole houfe into parties. The chief oppofition

came from the ullial adherents of the protector, the

major-generals, and fuch officers as depended on
them. Lambert, a man of deep intrigue, and of
great intereft in the army, had long entertained the

ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in the prctector-

Ihip ; and he forefaw, that, if the monarchy were
reftored, hereditary right would alio be eftablifhed,

and the crown be transmitted to the pofierity of the

prince firft elected. He pleaded, therefore, con-

fcience ; and roufing all thofe civil and religious

jealoufies againft kingly government, which had
been fo induftrioufiy encouraged among the foldiers,

and which ferved them as -a pretence for fo many vio-

lences, he railed a numerous, and ftiil more for-

midable, party againft the motion.

On the other hand, the motion was fupported by
every one who was more particularly devoted to the

protector, and who hoped, by fo acceptable a mea-
sure, to pay court to the prevailing authority. Many
perfons aifo, attached to their country, defpaired of

ever being able to fubvert the prefent illegal eftablim-

ment ; and were defirous, by fixing it on ancient

foundations, to induce the protector, from views of
his own fafety, to pay a regard to the ancient laws

and liberties of the kingdom. Even the royal',

imprudently joined in the meafure j and hoped
that, when the queftioD regarded only perfons, not

forms of government, no one would any longer ba-

lance between the ancient royal family and an igno-

ble ufurper, who, by blood, trcafon, and perfidy,

had made his way to the throne. The biil was

voted by a confiderable majority j and a cornmittee

was
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was appointed to reafon with the protector, and to c
l
I

x^
p *

overcome thofe fcruples which he pretended againft
,

'

_j

accepting fo liberal an offer. J657.

The conference lafted for feveral days. The 9 th April.

committee urged, that all the ftatutes and cuftoms

of England were founded on the fuppofition of re-

gal authority, and could not, without extreme vio-

lence, be adjufted to any ether form of government:

That a protector, except during the minority of a

king, vvas a name utterly unknown to the laws

;

and no man was acquainted with the extent or limits

of his authority : That if it were attempted to define

every part of his jurifdiction, many years, if not

ages, would be required for the execution of fo

complicated a work ; if the whole power of the

king were at once transferred to him, the quefiion

was plainly about a name, and the preference was in-

difputably due to the ancient tide : That the Englifh

conftitution was more anxious concerning the form

of government than concerning the birthright of the

firft magiftrate, and had provided, by an exprefs

law of Henry VII. for the feeurity of thofe who act

in defence of the king in being, by whatever means

he might have acquired poffefiion : That it was ex-

tremely the intereft of all his highnefs's fi tends to

feek the flie'ter of this ftatute ; and even the people

in general were defirous of fuch a nent, and in

all juries were with great difficulty induced to give

their verdict in favour of a protector : That the

great fource of all the late commotions had been

the jealoufy of liberty ; and that a republic, together

with a protector, had been eftablifhed, in order to

provide farther fecurities for the freedom of the con-

ilkution; but that by experience the remedy had
been found infufficient, even dangerous and perni-

cious; fince every undeterminate power, inch as

that of a protector, muft be arbitrary; and the more
arbitrary, as it was bontrary to the genius and in-

clination of the people.

Ths
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chap. The difficulty confided not in perfuading Crom-
'' wel. He was fufficiently convinced of the folidity

4657. of thefe reafons ; and his inclination, as well as

judgment, was entirely on the fide of the committee.

But how to bring over the foldiers to the fame way
of thinking, was the queftion. The office of king

had been painted to them in fuch horrible colours,

that there were no hopes of reconciling them fud-

denly to it, even though bellowed upon their ge-

neral, to whom they were fo much deyoted. A
contradiction, open and direct, to all paft profefllons,

would make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole

nation, for the moft fhamelefs hypocrites, inlifted,

by no other than mercenary motives, in the caufe

of the moft perfidious traitor. Principles, fuch as

they were, had been encouraged in them by every

confideration, human and divine j and though it

was eafy, where intereft concurred, to deceive them
by the thinneft difguifes, it might be found danger-

ous at once to pull off the mafque, and to fhew them
in a full light the whole crime and deformity of their

conduct. Sufpended between thefe fears and his own
moft ardent defires, Cromwel protracted the time,

and feemedftill to oppofe the reafonings of the com-
mittee ; in hopes that by artifice he might be able

to reconcile the refractory minds of the foldiers to

his new dignity.

While the protestor argued fo much in contra-

diction both to his judgment and inclination, it is

no wonder that his elocution, always confufed, em-
barrafled, and unintelligible, mould be involved in

tenfold darknefs, and difcover no glimmering of

common fenfe or reafon. An exact account of this

conference remains, and may be regarded as a great

curiofity. The members of the committee, in their

reafonings, difcovered judgment, knowledge, elocu-

tion: Lord Broghil, in particular, exerts himfelf

on this memorable occafion. But what a contraft,

when we pafs to the protector's replies ! After fo

9 finguUr
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lingular a manner does Nature cliftribute her talents, c **A P.

that, in a nation abounding with ienfe and learning,

a man who, by iuperior perfonal merit alone, had

made his way to lupreme dignity, and had even

obliged the parliament to make him a tender of the

crown, was yet incapable of expreffing himfelfon this

occafion, but in a manner which a peafant of the

mod: ordinary capacity would juftly be afhamed of h
.

The oppofition which Cromwel dreaded* was
not that which came horn Lambert and his adhe-

rents, whom he now regarded as capital enemies,

and whom he was refolved, on the firft occafion, to

deprive of all power and authority: It was that

h We (hall produce any paffage at random : For his difcour'e is all

of a piece. " I confefs, for it behoves me to deal plainly with you^
*' I mult confefs, I would fay, I hope, I may be underltood in this,

•' for indeed I muft be tender what I fay to fuch an audience as this

j

te I fay, I would be underftood, that in this argument I do not make
*' parallel betwixt men of a different mind, and a parliament, which
" fhall have their dcfues. I know there is no companion, n&r car\

** it be urged upon me, that my words have the leaft colour that way,
" becaufe the parliament leems to give liberty to me to fay any thip*
° to you ; as that, that is a tender of my humble reafons and judg-
" ment and opinion to them : and if I think they are fuch, and will
t{ be fuch to them, and are faithful fervants, and will be fo to the
" fupreme authority, and the legiflative whareToever it is : If, I fay,

" I fhould not tell you, knowing their minds to be fo, I mould not
'* be faithful, if I fnould not tell you fo, to the end you may report
" it to the parliament. 1 mall fay fomething for myfelf, for my own
" mind, I do profefs it, I am not a man fcrupulous about words or
*' names of fuch things I have not : But as I Inve the word of God,
*' and I hope I fliall ever have it, for the rule of my confeience, for
*• my informations ; fo truly men that have been led in dark paths,
" through the providence and uifpenfation of God ; why fureiy it i$

** not to be objc6led to a man; for who can love to walk in the daik ?

*' But providence does lb difpole. And though a man may irfipurt
{< his own folly and blindnels to providence fmfully, -yet it mutt be
** at my peril ; the cafe may be that it is the providence of God that
" doth lead men in darknefs 5 1 muft need lay, that I have had 2

" great deal of experience of providence, and though it is no rvii
" Without or againft the word, yet it is a very good expofitor of the
t: word in many cafes." Conference at Whitehall. The great defect in

Oliver's fpeeches confifts not in his want of elocution, but in his want
of ideas. The fagacity of his aflions, and the abfurdity of his dilccuriV,

form the moll prodigious contrail thac ever was known. The collei -

tirn of all his fpeeches, letters, fermons (for he alfo wrote fefmc
would rmke a great enriofrty, -

rtnd, with a few exceptions, migii!:

juflly [iafs for one of the moft nonfenhcal boaks is the world.

Vol. VII. T which
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CHAP, which he met with in his own family, and from men,

^ ^ who, by intereft as well as inclination, were the

1657. mod devoted to him. Fleetwood had married his

daughter : Defborow his fifter : Yet thefe men,
actuated by principle alone, could by no perfua-

fion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent

that their friend and patron mould be invefted with

regal dignity. They told him, that if he accepted

of the crown, they would inftantly throw up their

commiflions, and never afterwards fhould have it

in their power to ferve him 1

. Colonel Pride pro-

cured a petition againft the office of king, figned by

a majority of the officers, who were in London and

the neighbourhood. Several perfons, it is faid,

had entered into an engagement t0 murder the

protector within a few hours after he fnould have

accepted the offer of the parliament. Some fudden

mutiny in the army was juftly dreaded. And upon
the whole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity

He rejsfts of long doubt, was at laft obliged to refufe that
'* crown, which the reprefentatives of the nation, in

the moll folemn manner, had tendered to him.

Moft hiflorians are inclined to blame his choice

;

but he muft be allowed the beft judge of his own
iituation. And in fuch complicated fubjedls, the

alteration of a very minute circumftance, unknown
to the fpectator, will often be fufficient to call the

balance, and render a determination, which, in itfelf,

may be uneligible, very prudent, or even abfolutely

neceflary to the actor.

A dream or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions,

which he affirms (and he muft have known the

truth), was univerfally talked of almoft from the be-

ginning of the civil wars, and long before Cromwel
was fo confiderable a perfon as to beftow upon it

any degree of probability. In this prophecy it was
foretold, that Cromwel fhould be the greateft man
in England, and would nearly, but never would

» Thurloc, vol. vi. p. 261.

fully,
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fully, mount the throne. Such a prepofTeffion pro- chap.
bab'ly arofe from the heated imagination either of , - _'_/

himfelf or of his followers ; and as it might be one 1657.

caule of the great progrefs-which he had already made,

it is not an unlikely reafon which may be afligned

for his refufmg at this time any farther elevation.

The parliament, when the regal dignity was re-

jected by Cromwel, found themfelves obliged to

retain the name of a commonwealth and protec-

tor j and as the government was hitherto a mani-

feft ufurpation, it was thought proper to fanctify

it by a feeming choice of the people and their re-

presentatives. Inftead of the injlrument of govern-

ment, which was the work of the general officers

alone, humble petition and advice was framed, and HumMe
offered to the protector by the parliament. This petition

was reprefented as the great bafis of the republican *,
n

ce<

a
"

eftablifhment, regulating and limiting the powers of

each member of the conllitution, and fecuring the

liberty of the people to the molt remote posterity.

By this deed the authority of protector was in fome
particulars enlarged : In others, it was considerably

diminifhed. He had the power of nominating his

fucceffor j he had a perpetual revenue afligned him,

a million a year for the pay of the fleet and army,

three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport of

civil government ; and he had authority to name
another houfe, who fhould enjoy their feats during

life, and exercife fome functions of the former houfe

of peers. But he abandoned the power aflumed in

the intervals of parliament, of framing laws with

the confent of his council -, and he agreed, that

no members of either houfe mould be excluded

but by the confent of that houfe of which they

were members. The other articles were in the

main the fame as in the inftrument of government.

The inftrument of government Cromwel had
formerly extolled as the mod perfect: work of hu-
man invention : He now reprefented it as a rotten

T % plank,
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plank, upon which no man could truft himfelf with-

out finking. Even the humble petition and advice,

^7.
~ which he extolled in its turn, appeared 10 lame and

imperfect, that it was found r'equifite, this very

feffion, to mend it by a fupplement ; and after all, it

may be regarded as a crude and undigefted model
of government. It was, however, accepted for the

voluntary deed of the whole people in the three

united nations ; and Cromwel, as if his power had

juft commenced from this popular confent, was

anew inaugurated in Weftminfter Hall, after the

moft folemn and moft pompous manner.

JuneaG.
" The parliament having adjourned itfelf, the pro-

tector deprived Lambert of all his commifilons;

but ftill allowed him a confiderable penfion of 2000
pounds a year, as a bribe for his future peaceable

deportment. Lambert's authority in the army, to

the furprife of every body, was found immediately

to expire with the lois cf his commiflion. Packer

and fome other officers, whom Cromwel fufpected,

were alfo difplaced.

Richard, eldeft fon of the protector, was brought

to court, introduced into public bufinefs, and

thenceforth regarded by many as his heir in the

protector(hip ; though Cromwel fometimes em-
ployed the grofs artifice of flattering others with

hopes of the fuccelTion. Richard was a perfon pof-

feffed of the moft peaceable, inoffenfive, unambi-
tious character ; and had hitherto lived contentedly

in the country on a fmall eltate which his wife had
brought him. All the activity which he difcovered,

and which never was great, was however exerted to

beneficent purpofes : At the time of the king's

trial, he had fallen on his knees before his father,

and had conjured him, by every tie of duty and
humanity, to fpare the life of that monarch. Crom-
wel had two daughters unmarried : One of them he
now gave in marriage to the grandfon and heir of
his great friend, the earl of Warwic, with whom he

had,
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had, in every fortune, preferved an uninterrupted

intimacy and good correfpondence. The other he

married to the vifco.unt Fauconberg, of a family 1657.

formerly devoted to the royal party. He was am-
bitious of forming connexions with the nobility ;

and it was one chief motive for his defiring the title

of king, that he might replace every thing in its

natural order, and reftore to the ancient families, the

truft and honour of which he now found himfelf

obliged, for his own fafety, to deprive them.

The parliament was again affembled; confuting, 165S.

as in the times of monarchy, of two houfes, the aoth J an#

commons and the other houfe. Cromwel, during

the interval, had fent writs to his houfe of peers,

which confifced of fixty members. They were

compofed of five or fix ancient peers, of feveral

gentlemen of fortune and diftinction, and of fome
officers who had rifen from the meaneft flations.

None of the ancient peers, however, though fum-
moned by writ, would deign to accept of a feat,

which they mufl mare with fuch companions as

were afiigned them. The protector endeavoured

at firft to maintain the appearance of a legal ma-
gistrate. He placed no guard at the door of either

houfe: But foon found how incompatible liberty is

with military ufurpations. By bringing fo great a

number of his friends and adherents into the other,

houfe, he had loft the majority among the national

reprefentatives. In confequence of a claufe in the

humble petition and advice, the commons affumed

a power of re-admitting thofe members whom the

council had formerly excluded. Sir Arthur Ha-
zelrig and fome others, whom Crcmwel had created

lords, rather chofe to take their feat with the com- '

mons. An incont.eft.able majority now declared

themfelves againft the protectory and they refufed

to acknowledge the jurifdiction of that other houfe

which he had eftablifhed. Even the validity of the

humble petition and advice was queftioned ; as

T 3 being
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C h A Y. being voted by a parliament which lay under force,

v_*
'-*"-'

-'
anc* w^ ;

-cn was deprived, by military violence, of a

x6js. confiderable number of its members. The pro-

tector, dreading combinations between the parlia-

ment and the malcontents in the army, refolved to

allow no leifure for forming any confpiracy againft

him; and, with expreffions of great difpleafure, he

4th Feb. diffolved the parliament. When urged by Fleet-

wood and others of his friends, not to precipitate

himfelf into this rafn meafure, he fwore, by the

living God, that they fhould not fit a moment
longer.

These diffractions at home were not able to take

off the protector's attention from foreign affairs j

and in all his meafures he proceeded with the fame

vigour and enterprife, as if lecure of the duty and

attachment of the three kingdoms. His alliance

with Sweden he ftill fupported; and he endeavoured

to affift that crown in its fuccefsful enterprifes, for

reducing all its neighbours to fubjection, and ren-

dering itfelf abfolute mafter of the Baltic. As foon

as Spain declared war againft him, he concluded a

peace and an alliance with France, and united him-
felf in all his counfels with that potent and ambi-

tious kingdom. Spain, having long courted in

vain the friendfhip of the fuccefsful ufurper, was

reduced at laft to apply to the unfortunate prince.

Charles formed a league with Philip, removed his

l'mall court to Bruges in the Low Countries, and

raifed four regiments of .his own fubjects, whom he

employed in the Spanifh fervice. The duke of

York, who had, with applaufe, ferved fome cam-
paigns in the French army, and who had merited

the particular efteem of marfhal Turenne, now
joined his brother, and continued to feek military

experience under don John of Auffria, and the

prince of Conde.
The fcheme of foreign politics, adopted by the

protector, was highly imprudent, but was fuitable

6 to
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to that magnanimity and enterprife, with which he c H A p -

was fo fignally endowed. He was particularly de-
,

'-,

firous of conqueft and dominion on the continent k
; i5 5 s.

and he fent over into Flanders fix thoufand men
under Reynolds, who joined the French army com-
manded by Turenne. In the former campaign,
Mardyke was taken, and put into the hands of the

Englifh. Early this campaign, fiege was laid to

Dunkirk ; and when the Spanifh army advanced to

relieve it, the combined armies of France and Eng-
land marched out of their trenches, and fought the

battle of the Dunes, where the Spaniards were to-

tally defeated '. The valour of the Englifh was

much remarked on this occafion. Dunkirk, being Dunkirk

ibon after furrendered, was by agreement delivered taken.

to Cromwel. Fie committed the government of

that important place to Lockhart, a Scotchman of
abilities, who had married his niece, and was his

ambaffador at the court of France.

This acquisition was regarded by the proteclor

as the means only of obtaining farther advantages.

* He afpired to get pofTeflion of Elfinore and the paflage of the

Sound. See World t Miflake in O.ittr Gramvul. He alio endeavoured

to get polTeliiion of Bremen. Thurioe, vol. vi. p. +78.
1 It was remarked by the faints of that time, that the battle was

foucht on 3 day which was held tor a fait in London, fo that as

rood faid (Thurioe, vol. vii. p. 159.), while we were praying,

chey were righting, and the Lcrd hath given a fignal anfwer. The
Lord has not only owned us in our work there, but in our waiting

upon him in a way of prayer, which is indeed our old experienced

approved way in all (heights and difficulties. Cromwel's Letter to

Blake and Montague, his brave admirals, is remarkable for the fame

fpirit. Thurioe, vol. iv. p. 744. You have, fays he, as I vei.iy

believe and am perfuaded, a plentiful ltock of prayers going for you
dailv, lent up by the foberelt and moft approved mmifters and Chnf-
tiar's in this nation, and, notwithstanding lome difcouragements,

very much wieftling of faith for you, which are to us, and I trull

will be to you, matter of great encouragement. But notwithstanding

all this, it will he good for you and us to deliver up ourfclves and
all cur affairs to the dilpofuion of our all-wife Father, who not only

out of prerogative, but becaufe ox his goodr.cls, wifdom, and truth,

owht to be vefigned unto by his creatures, especially ihofe who are

children of his begetting through the fpirit, Sax

T 4 He
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c HA P. f-Ie was refolved to concert meafures with the French

^J^li^ court for the final conqueft and partition of the Low
:65s. Countries

m
. Mad he lived much longer, and main-

tained his authority in I rig] ind, fo chimerical, or

rather fo dangerous, a project would certainly have

been carried into execution. And this flrft and

principal ftep towards more extenfive conqueft,

which France, during a whole century, has never

yet been able, by an infinite expence of blood and

treafure, fully to attain, had at once been accom-
plished by the enterprifmg, though unfkilful, po-

litics of Cromwel.
During thefe tranfacYions, great demonftrations

of mutual friendfnip and regard paiTed between the

French king and the protector. Lord Fauconberg,

Cromwei's fon-in-Iaw, was difpatched to Louis,

then in the camp before Dunkirk; and was received

with the regard ufually paid to foreign princes by
the French court

n
. Mazarine fent to London his

nephew Mancini, along with the duke of Crequi

;

and exprefTed his regret, that his urgent affairs

jfhould deprive him of the honour which he had
long wifhed for, of paying, in perfon, his refpects

to the greatefc man in the world °.

The protector reaped little fatisfaction from the

fuccefs of his arms abroad : The fituation in which

he ftood at home, kept him in perpetual uneafinefs

and inquietude. His adminifbation, fo expenfive

both by military enterpriies and fecret intelligence,

had exhaufted his revenue, and involved him in a

rcnfiderable debt. The royalifts, he heard, had
renewed their confpiracies for a general infurrection

5

and Ormond was iecredy come over with a view of

» Thv.rjoe, vol. i. p 761. » Ibid. vol. vii. p. 151. 158,
In reality the cardinal h3d not entertained fo high an idea of

Cromwel. He nfed to fay, that lie w, s a fortunate madman. Vie de
Cromwei par ka^uenet. Ste alio Caite's Colleftion, vol. ii. p. Sr.

Gumbie'a Life of Monk, p. 9,. World's Miltalce in O. Cromwel.

concerting
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concerting meafures for the execution of this pro-

ject. Lord Fairfax3 fir William Waller, and many
heads of the preibytei ians, had fecretly entered into 1658

the engagement. Even the army was infected with

the general fpirit of difcontent ; and fome fudden

and dangerous eruption was every moment to be

dreaded from it. No hopes remained, after his

violent breach with the laft parliament, that he

fhould ever be able to eftablifh, with general con-

tent, a legal iettlement, or temper the military with

anv mixture of civil authority. All his arts and
policy were exhaufted ; and having fo often, by
fraud and falfe pretences, deceived every party, and
almoft every individual, he could no longer hope,

by repeating the fame profefiions, to meet with

equal confidence and regard.

However zealous the royalifts, their confpiracy

took not effect : Willis difcovered the whole to the

protector. Ormond was obliged to My, and 'he

deemed himfelf fortunate to have efcaped fo vigi-

lant an adminiftration. Great numbers were thrown

into prifpn, A high court of juftice was anew
erected for the trial of thofe criminals whofe guilt

was moft app;.:ent. N otvvithftanding the recog-

nition of his authority by the laft parliament, the

protector could not as yet trufl to an unbiaffed jury.

Sir Henry Slingfby, and Dr. Huet, were con-

demned and beheaded. Mordaunt, brother to the

earl of Peterborow, narrowly efcaped. The num-
bers for his condemnation and his acquittal were
equal ; and juft as the fentence was pronounced in

his favour, colonel Pride, who was relblved to con-

demn him, came into court. Alhton, Storey, and
Beitley, were hanged in different ftreets of the city.

The confpiracy of the Millenarians in the army
ftruck Cromwel with ftill greater apprehenfions,

Harrifon and the other difcarded officers of that

party could not remain at reft. Stimulated equally

j by
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Chap, by revenge, by ambition, and by confcience, they

tj^^j ftiU harboured in their bread fome defperate project;

1653. and there wanted not officers in the army who, from
like motives, were difpofed to fecond all their un-

dertakings. The levellers and agitators had been

encouraged by Cromwel to interpofe with their ad-

vice in all political deliberations ; and he had even
pretended to honour many of them with his inti-

mate friendlhip, while he conducted his daring en-

terprifes againft the king and the parliament. It was

a ufual practice with him, in order to familiarize

himfelf the more with the agitators, who were com-
monly corporals or ferjeants, to take them to bed
with him, and there, after prayers and exhortations,

to difcufs together their projects and principles, po-
litical as well as religious. Having affumed the

dignity of protector, he excluded them from all his

councils, and had neither leiiure nor inclination to

indulge them any farther in their wonted familiari-

ties. Among thole who were enraged at this treat-

ment was Sexby ; an active agitator, who now em-
ployed againft him. all that reftlefs induftry which

had formerly been exerted in his favour. He even

went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence with

Spain; and Cromwel, who knew the diflempers of

the army, was juftly afraid of fome mutiny, to

which a day, an hour, an inftant, might provide

leaders.

Of affafiTinations likewife he was apprehenfive,

from the zealous fpirit which actuated the foldiers.

Sindercome had undertaken to murder him ; and,

by the moft unaccountable accidents, had often

been prevented from executing his bloody purpofe.

His defign was difcovered ; but the protector could

never rind the bottom of the enterprife, nor detect

any of his accomplices. He was tried by a jury ;

and notwithstanding the general odium attending

that crime, notwithstanding the clear and full proof

of
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of his guilt, fo little conviction prevailed of the c H A p «

protector's right to the fupreme government, it was
t *_,

with the utmoft difficulty p that this confpirator was i6 5 z.

condemned. When every thing was prepared for

his execution, he was found dead ; from poifon, as

is fuppofed, which he had voluntarily taken.

The protector might better have fupported thofe

fears and apprehenfions which the public diftempers

occafioned, had he enjoyed any domeftic fatisfac-

tion, or pofTefTed any cordial friend of his own fa-

mily, in whofe bofom he could {?St\y have unloaded

his anxious and corroding cares. But Fleetwood,

his fon-in-law-, actuated by the wildeft zeal, began
to eftrange himfelf from him ; and was enraged to

difcover, that Cromwel, in all his enterprifes, had
entertained views of promoting his own grandeur,

more than of encouraging piety and religion, of
which he made luch fervent profeffions. His eldeft

daughter, married to Fleetwood, had adopted re-

publican principles fo vehement, that fhe could not

with patience behold power lodged in a fingle per-

fon, even in her indulgent father. His other

daughters were no lefs prejudiced in favour of the

royal caufe, and regretted the violences and ini-

quities into which, they thought, their family had
fo unhappily been tranfported. Above all, the

ficknefs of Mrs. Claypole, his peculiar favourite, a

lady endued with many humane virtues and amiable

accomplishments, deprefTed his anxious mind, and
poifoned all his enjoyments. She had entertained

a high regard for Dr. Huet, lately executed ; and
being refilled his pardon, the melancholy of her

temper, increafed by her diftempered body, had
prompted her to lament to her father all his fan-

guinary meafures, and urge him to compunction
for thofe heinous crimes into which his fatal ambi-
tion had betrayed him. Her death, which followed

P Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 53.

foon
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chap. f00n afnerj gave new edge to every word which fhe

v
" '

_, had uttered.

J65S. All compofure of mind was now for ever fled

from the protector : He felt that the grandeur

which he had attained with fo much guilt and cou-

rage, could not enfure him that tranquillity which

it belongs to virtue alone, and moderation, fully to

afcertain. Overwhelmed with the load of public

affairs, dreading perpetually fome fatal accident in

his diftempered government, feeing nothing around

him but treacherous friends or enraged enemies,

poffeffing the confidence of no party, refting his

title on no principle, civil or religious, he found

his power to depend on fo delicate a poife of fac-

tions and interefts, as the fmalleft event was able,

without any preparation, in a moment to overturn.

Death too, which, with fuch fignal intrepidity he

had braved in the field, being inceffantly threatened

by the poniards of fanatical or interefled affaffins,

was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfion, and

haunted him in every fcene of bufinefs or repofe.

Each action of his life betrayed the terrors under

which he laboured. The afpecr. of ftrangers was

uneafy to him : With a piercing and anxious eye he

furveyed every face to was not daily ac-

cu£tomed. Ke never moved a ftep without ftrong

guards attending; him : He wore armour under his

clothes, and farth. ilelf by offenfive

weapons, a (word, falchion, and piftols, which he

always carried about him. He returned from no
place by the dire£t road, or by the fame way, which

he went. Every journey he p i with hurry

and precipitation. Seldom he Qept above three

nights together in th nbep And he never

let it be known beforehand what chamber he in-

tended to chpofe, nor entrufted himfelf in any

which was not provided with back doors, at which

centinels were carefully placed. Society terrified him,

while he reflected on his numerous, unknown, and

impla-
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implacable enemies: Solitude aftonifhcd him, by chap.
withdrawing that protection which he found fo ne-

, _

X
'_,

cefTary for his fecuriry. i6 5 s.

His body, alfo, from the contagion of his anxious Sicknefsof

mind, began to be affected; and his health feemed [J/"*
60"

fenfibly to decline. He was feized with a flow fever,

which changed into a tertian ague. For the fpace

of a week, no dangerous fymptoms appeared •, and

in the intervals of the fits he was able to walk

abroad. At length the fever increafed, and he

himfelf began to entertain fome thoughts of death,

and to caft his eye towards that future exiftence,

wRcfe idea had once been intimately prefent to him ;

though fince, in the hurry of affairs, and in the

fhock of wars and factions, it had, no doubt, been

confiderably obliterated. He afked Goodwin, one

of his preachers, if the doctrine were true, that the

elect could never fall or fuffer a final reprobation.

" Nothing more certain," replied the preacher.

" Then am I fafe," faid the protector : " For I
* f am fure that once I was in a ftate of grace."

His phyficians were fenfible of the perilous con-

dition to which his diftemper had reduced him :

'

But his chaplains, by their prayers, virions, and re-

velations, fo buoyed up his hopes, that he began

to believe his life out of all danger. A favourable

anfwer, it was pretended, had been returned by

heaven to the petitions of all the godly j and he

relied on their affeverations much more than on
the opinion of the moil experienced phyficians.
<c

I tell you," he cried with confidence to the latter,

" I tell you, I (hall not die of this diftemper : I am
" well allured of my recovery. It is promifed by
" the Lord, not only to my fupplications, but to
<f thofe of men who hold a ftrieter commerce and
<e more intimate correfpondence with him. Ye
" may have fkill in your profeftion ; but nature can
" do more than ail the phyficians in the world, and

" God r
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chap. « God is far above nature V Nay, to fuch a de-

^
X
j'

,
gree of madnefs did their enthufiaftic afTurances

1658. mount, that, upon a faft day, which was obferved

on his account both at Hampton Court and at

Whitehall, they did not fo much pray for his health,

as give thanks for the undoubted pledges which

iney had received of his recovery. He himfelf was

overheard offering up his addreffes to heaven ; and

fo far had the illufions of fanaticifm prevailed over

the plaineft dictates of natural morality, that he af-

fumed more the character of a mediator, in inter-

ceding for his people, than that of a criminal, whofe

atrocious violation of focial duty had, from every

tribunal, human and divine, merited the ^cwti^Q:

vengeance.

Meanwhile all the fymptoms began to wear 3

more fatal afpect ; and the phyficians were obliged

to break filence, and to declare, that the protector

could not furvive the next fit with which he was

threatened. The council was alarmed. A depu-

tation was fent to know his will with regard to his

fucceflbr. His fenfes were gone, and he could not

now exprefs his intentions. They afked him whe-

ther he did not mean that his eldeft fon, Richard,

fhould fucceed him in the protectorship. A fimple

affirmative was, or feemed to be, extorted from him.

Soon after, on the 3d of September, that very day

which he had always confidered as the mod fortu-

His death, nate for him, he expired. A violent tempeft, which
immediately fucceeded his death, ferved as a fubject

of difcourle to the vulgar. His partifans, as well

as his enemies, were fond of remarking this event

;

and each of them endeavoured, by forced inferences,

to interpret it as a confirmation of their particular

prejudices.

and cha- TH e writers, attached to the memory of this

wonderful perfon, make his character, with regard to

1 Bates: See alio Thuiloe, vol. vii. p. 355. 416.

abilities,

rafter.
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abilities, bear the air of the moft extravagant pane- c H A P.

gyric : His enemies form fuch a reprefentation of
(

"'

his moral qualities as refembles the moft virulent i6>3

invective. Both of them, it muft be confeffed, are

fupported by fuch ftriking circumftances in his con-

duel: and fortune as beftow on their reprefentation a

creat air of probability. fC What can be more ex-
Cf traordinary," it is faid

r

,
" than that a perfon of

Cf private birth and education, no fortune, no emi-
ct nent qualities of body, which have fometimes,
* f nor fhining talents of mind, which have often,

" raifed men to the higheft dignities, fhould have
c< the courage to attempt, and the abilities to exe-

" cute, fo great a defign as the fubverting one of
<c the moft ancient and beft eftablifhed monarchies
" in the world ? That he fhould have the power and
tc boldnefs to put his prince and mafter to an open
" and infamous death ? Should banifn that nume-
i( rous and ftrongly allied family ? Cover ail thefe

" temerities under a feeming obedience to a parlia-

ff ment, in whefe fervice he pretended to be re-

tc tained ? Trample too upon that parliament in

cc their turn, and fcornfully expel them as foon as

" they gave him ground of difiatisfaction ? Erect
cc in their place the dominion of the faints, and give
fC reality to the moft vifionary idea, which the

" heated imagination of any fanatic was ever able

" to entertain ? Supprefs again that monfter in its

" infancy, and openly fet up himfelf above all

Cf things that ever were called ibvereign in England r

fC Overcome firft all his enemies by arms, and all

tc his friends afterwards by artifice ? Serve all parties

" patiently for a while, and command them viclo-
< f rioufly at laft ? Overrun each corner of the three

" nations, and fubdue with equal facility, both the
cc riches of the fouth, and the poverty of the

r Cowley's Difcourfes : This paiTage is altered in fome particulars

from the original.

<f north ?
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chap. « north? Be feared and courted by ali foreign
L
^

r
' " princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods of

1658. " the earth? Call together parliaments with a word
** of his pen, and fcatter them ag"in with the
tc breath of his mouth ? Reduce to fubjecUon a
<f warlike and difcontented nation, by means of a
" mutinous army ? Command a mutinous army by
" means of feditious and factious officers ? Be hum-
<c bly and daily petitioned, that he would be pieafed,
<f at the rate of millions a year, to be hired as

" mafter of thofe who had hired him before to be
<c their fervant ? Have the eftates and lives of three
<c nations as much at his difpofal as was once the
<l little inheritance of his father, and be as noble
tc and liberal in the fpending of them ? And laflly

" (for there is no end of enumerating every parti

-

« c cular of his glory), with one word bequeath all

" this power and fplendour to his poiterity ? Die
" pofTeffed of peace at home, and triumph abroad?
" Be buried among kings, and with more than
" regal folemnity ; and leave a name behind him
tc not to be extinguifned but with the whole world ;

" which as it was too little for his praife, fo might
<c

it have been for his conquefts, if the fhort line
tc of his mortal life could have ftretched out to the

" extent of his immortal defigns ?"

My intention is not to disfigure this picture^

drawn by fo mafterly a hand : 1 fhall only endea*

vour to remove from it fomewhat of the marvellous

;

a circumfliance which, on all occafions, gives much
ground for doubt and fufpicion. It feems to me,
that the circumftance of Cromwel's life, in which
his abilities are principally difcovered, is his rifing

from a private ltation, in oppofition to fo many
rivals, fo much advanced before him, to a high com-
mand and authority in the army. His great courage,

his fignal military talents, his eminent dexterity and
addrefs, were all requifite for this important acquifi-

tion.
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tiori. Yet will not this promotion appear the effect chap.
of fupernatural abilities, when we confider, that ,J^*,
Fairfax himfelf, a private gentleman, who had not 1658.

the advantage of a feat in parliament, had, through

the fame fteps, attained even a fuperior rank, and,

if endued with common capacity and penetration,

had been able to retain it. To incite fuch an

army to rebellion againft the parliament, required

no uncommon art or induftry : To have kept them
in obedience had been the more difficult enterprife.

When the breach was once formed between the

military and civil powers, a fupreme and abfolute

authority, from that moment, is devolved on the

general i and if he be afterwards pleafed to employ
artifice or policy, it may be regarded, on moft
occafions, as great condefcenfion, if not as fuper-

fluous caution. That Cromwel was ever able really

to blind or over-reach either the king or the re-

publicans, does not appear : As they poflelTed no
means of refilling the force under his command,
they were glad to temporife with him, and, by
feeming to be deceived, wait for opportunities of

freeing themfelves from his dominion. If he fe-

duced the military fanatics, it is to be confidered,

that their interefts and his evidently concurred, that

their ignorance and low education expofed them to

the groiTeft impofition, and that he himfelf was at

bottom as frantic an enthufiaft as the worft of them,

and, in order to obtain their confidence, needed but

to difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which
he had early acquired, and on which he fet fo high

a value. An army is fo forcible, and at the fame
time fo coarfe a weapon, that any hand, which
wields it, may, without much dexterity, perform

any operation, and attain any afcendant, in human
fociety.

The domeflic administration of Cromwel, though
it difcovers great abilities, wgs conducted without

any plan either of liberty or arbitrary power : Per-

Vol. VII. U haps,
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C 11 A P. haps, his difficult fituation admitted of neither. His

^J^^j foreign enterprifes, though full of intrepidity, were

1658. pernicious to national intereft, and feem more the

refult of impetuous fury or narrow prejudices, than

of cool forefight and deliberation. An eminent per-

fonage, however, he was in many refpects, and even

a fnperior genius ; but unequal and irregular in his

operations. And though not defective in any talent^

except that of elocution, the abilities, which in him
were mod admirable, and which moft contributed to

his marvellous fuccefs, were the magnanimous refo-

lution of his enterprifes, and his peculiar dexterity in

difcovering the characters, and practifing on the

weaknefles of mankind.

If we furvey the moral character of Cromwel with

that indulgence which is due to the blindnefs and in-

firmities of the human fpecies, we mail not be inclined

to load his memory with fuch violent reproaches as

thofe which- his enemies ufually throw upon it.

Amidft the pafiions and prejudices of that period,

that he fhould prefer the parliamentary to the royal

caufe, will not appear extraordinary ; fince, even at

prefent, fome men of fenfe and knowledge are dif-

pofed to think that the queflion, with regard to the

juftice of the quarrel, may be regarded as doubtful

and uncertain. The murder of the king, the moft

atrocious of all his actions, was to him covered under

a mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions

;

and it is not impoflible, but he might believe it, as

many others did, the moft meritorious action that

he could perform. His fubfequent ufurpation was

the effect of neceflity, as well as of ambition j nor

is it eafy to fee, how the various factions could

at that time have been reftrained, without a mixture

of military and arbitrary authority. The private

deportment of Cromwel, as a ion, a hufband, a

father, a friend, is expofed to no confiderable cen-

fure, if it does not rather merit praile. And, upon
the whole, his charafter does nor appear more ex*

traordinary
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traordinary and unufual by the mixture of To much
abfurdity with fo much penetration, than by his tem-

pering fuch violent ambition and fuch enraged fanati- ^s
cifm with To much regard to juftice and humanity.

Cromwel was in the fifty-ninth year of his age

when he died. He was of a robuft frame of body,

and of a manly, though not of an agreeable afpect.

He left only two fons, Richard and Henry; and three

daughters; one married to general Fleetwood, ano-

ther to lord Fauconberg, a third to lord Rich. His
father died when he was young. His mother lived

till after he was protector ; and, contrary to her or-

ders, he buried her with great pomp in Weftminfter
Abbey. She could not be perfuaded that his power
or perfon was ever in fafety. At every noife which
(he heard, file exclaimed, that her fon was murder-
ed ; and was never fatisfied that he was alive, if fhe

did not receive frequent vifits from him. She was
a decent woman ; and, by her frugality and induftry,

had raifed and educated a numerous family upon a

fmall fortune. She had even been obliged to kt up
a brewery at Huntingdon, which fhe managed to

good advantage. Hence Cromwel, in the invectives

of that age, is often ftigmatifed with the name of the

brewer. Ludlow, by way of infult, mentions the

great accefiion, which he would receive to his royal

revenues upon his mother's death, who pofleiTed a

jointure of iixty pounds a year upon his eftate. She
was of a good family, of the name of Stuart; remotely

allied, as is by fome fuppofed, to the royal family.

U 1
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CHAP. LXII.

Richard acknowledged proteclor A parliament—
Cabal of Wallingford-houfe Richard depofed

Long parliament or Rump rejlored Con-

spiracy of the royalifts Infurreclion Sup-

prejfed Parliament expelled Committee of

Jafety Foreign affairs General Monk
Monk declares for the parliament Parliament

reflored Monk enters London , declares for a

free parliament-* Secluded members reflored •

Long parliament dijfolved New parliament

The Reforation- Manners and arts.

CHAP. \ LL the arts of Cromwel's policy had been fo
k*^^ /\ often practifed, that they began to lofe their

1658. effect ; and his power, inftead of being confirmed

by time and fuccefs, feemed every day to become
more uncertain and precarious. His friends the

moft clofely connected with him, and his coun-

fellors the mod trufted, were entering into cabals

againft his authority , and, with all his penetration

into the characters of men, he could not find any

minifters on whom he could rely. Men of probity

and honour, he knew, would not fubmit to be the

initruments of an ufurpation violent and illegal:

Thofe who were free from the reftraint of principle,

might betray, from intereft, that caufe, in which,

from no better motives, they had inlided themfelves.

Even thofe on whom he conferred any favour,

never deemed the recompenfe an equivalent for the

facriflces which they made to obtain it : Whoever
was
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was refufed any demand, juftified his anger by the chap.
fpecious colours of conference and of duty. Such ^ _ . "j

difficulties furrounded the protector, that his dying 1658.

at fo critical a time is efteemed by many the moft

fortunate circumflance that ever attended him ; and

it was thought, that all his courage and dexterity

could not much longer have extended his ufurped

adminiftration.

But when that potent hand Was removed, which
conducted the government, every one expected a

fudden diflblution of the unwieldy and ill-jointed

fabric. Richard, a young man of no experience,

educated in the country, accuftomed to a retired

life, unacquainted with the officers, and unknown
to them, recommended by no military exploits, en-

deared by no familiarities, could not long, it was
thought, maintain that authority, which his father

had acquired by fo many valorous achievements

and fuch fignal fuccefles. And when it was obferv-

ed, that he pofieffed only the virtues of private life,

which in his fituation were fo many vices 3 that in-

dolence, incapacity, irrefolution, attended his facility

and good nature; the various hopes of men were
excited by the expectation of fome great event or

revolution. For fome time, however, the public

was difappointed in this opinion. The council re- Richard

cognifed the fucceffion of Richard : Fleetwood, in ^"T*
whofe favour, it was fuppofed, Cromwel had for- proteftor.

merly made a will, renounced all claim or preten-

fion to the protectorlhip : Henry, Richard's brother,

who governed Ireland with popularity, enfured him
the obedience ofthat kingdom : Monk, whofe autho-

rity was well eftabliflied in Scotland, being much
attached to the family of Cromwel, immediately

proclaimed the new protector : The army every

where, the fleet, acknowledged his title : Above
ninety addrefles, from the counties and moft consi-

derable corporations, congratulated him on his ac-

cefuqn, in all the terms of dutiful allegiance ; Foreign

U 3 mtriifters
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Cli,A'j\ minifters were forward in paying him the ufual com-

xj'
'.'*-'_, pliments : And Richard, whofe moderate, unambi-

i6 5 3. tious character never would have led him to contend

for empire, was tempted to accept of fo rich an in-

heritance, which feemed to be tendered to him by

the confent of all mankind.

A parlia- It was found neceiTary to call a parliament, in

n.wic order to furnim fupplies, both for the ordinary ad-

miniftration, and for fulfilling thofe engagements

with foreign princes, particularly Sweden, into which

the late protector had entered. In hopes of obtain-

ing greater influence in elections, the ancient right

was reftored to all the fmall boroughs ; and the

counties were allowed no more than their ufual

lC , members. The houfe of peers, or the other houfe,

confuted of the fame perfons that had been appointed

by Oliver,

^th of ja. £- LL tne commons, at firft, figned without hefi-

j->ur.iy. tation, an engagement not to alter the prefent go-

vernment. They next proceeded to examine the

humble petition and advice j and after grear oppofi-

tion and many vehement debates, it was at length,

with much difficulty, carried by the court party to

confirm it. An acknowledgment too of the autho-

rity of the other houfe was extorted from them

;

though it was refolved not to treat this houfe of

peers with any greater refpect than they mould re-

turn to the commons. A declaration was alfo made,
that the eftablifhment of the other houfe mould no
wife prejudice the right of fuch of the ancient peers

as had, from the beginning of the war, adhered to

the parliament. But in all thefe proceedings, the

oppofition among the commons was fo confiderable,

and the debates were fo much prolonged, that all

bu.lnefs was retarded, and great alarm given to the

partifans of the young protector.

But there was another qoaiter from which greater

dangers weie juftly apprehended. The moft con-

fiderable ofncers of the army, and even Fleetwood,

brother-
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brother-in-law to the protector, were entering into c hap.

cabals againft him. No character in human lociety
l̂ _Sj^i_i

is more dangerous than that of the fanatic; becaufe, 1659.

if attended with weak judgment, he is expofed to

the fuggeftions of others; if fupported by more dis-

cernment, he is entirely governed by his own illu-

fions, which fanctify his moil felfifh views and paf-

fions. Fleetwood was of the former fpecies ; and

as he was extremely addicted to a republic, and even

to the fifth monarchy or dominion of the faints, it

was eafy for thofe, who had infinuated themfelves

into his confidence, to inftil difgufts againft the

dignity of protector. The whole republican party

in the army, which was (till considerable, Fitz-*

Mafon, Mofs, Farley, united themfelves to that ge-

neral. The officers too of the fame party, whom
Cromwel had di/carded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich,

Okey, Alured, began to appearand to recover that

authority, which had been only for a time fufpended.

A party likewife, who found themfelves eclipfed in

Richard's favour, Sydenham, Kelfey, Berry, Haines,

joined the cabal of the others. Even Defborow,

the protectors uncle, lent his authority to that fac-

tion. But above all, the intrigues of Lambert,
who was now roufed from his retreat, inflamed all

thofe dangerous humours, and threatened the nation

with fome great convulfion. The difcontented of-

ficers eftablifhed their meetings in Fleetwood's

apartments; and becaufe he dwelt in Wallingford-

houfe, the party received a denomination from that

place.

Richard, who poffefled neither refolution nor Cabal of

penetration, was prevailed on to give an unguarded
confent for calling a general council of officers, who houfe.

might make him propofals, as they pretended, for

the good of the army. No fboner were they afiem-

bled, than they voted a remonftrance. They there

lamented, that the good old caufe> as they termed it,

U 4 that

Walling-
ford-
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CHAP, that is, the caufe for which they had engaged againft
^LXH.

^
t ^e jate \iing}

was entirely neglected ; and they pro-

i659 . pofed as a remedy, that the whole military power
Ihould be entrufted to fome perlbn, in whom they

might all confide. The city militia, influenced by

two aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton, expreffed the

fame refolution of adhering to the good old caufe.

The protector was juftly alarmed at thefe move-
ments among the officers. The perfons in whom
he chiefly confided, were, all of them, excepting

Broghill, men of civil characters and profeffions

;

Fiennes, Thurloe, Whitlocke, Wolfeley -, who could

only aflift him with their advice and opinion. He
poffeffed none of thofe arts which were proper to

gain an enthufiaftic army. Murmurs being thrown

out againft fome promotions which he had made,

Would you have vie, faid he, prefer none but the

godly ? Here is Dick Ingoldfby, continued he, who
can neither fray nor preach -, yet will I trufi him be-

fore ye all*. This imprudence gave great offence

to the pretended faints. The other qualities of the

protector were correfpondent to thefe fentiments

:

He was of a gentle, humane, and generous difpo-

fition. Some of his party offering to put an end to

thofe intrigues By the death of Lambert, he declared,

that he would not purchafe power or dominion by
fuch fanguinary meafures.

The parliament was no lefs alarmed at the mi-
litary cabals. They voted that there Ihould be no
meeting or general council of officers, except with

the protector's confent, or by his orders. This
vote brought affairs immediately to a rupture.

The officers haftened to Richard, and demanded of

him the diffolution of the parliament. Defborow,

a man of a clownifh and brutal nature, threatened

him, if he fhould refufe compliance. The pro-

tector wanted the refolution to deny, and pof-

* Ludlow,

fefled
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fefTed little abilitv to refift. The parliament was chap.
j T.XIT

diffolved ; and by the fame aft, the protector was,
t _ '__,

by every one, confidered as effeftually dethroned. 1659.

Soon after, he figned his demiffion in form. £.1'"' "»
J\icli3rti

Henry, the deputy of Ireland, was endowed depofed.

with the fame moderate difpofition as Richard ; but

as he poffeffed more vigour and capacity, it was
apprehended that he might make refiftance. His
popularity in Ireland was great; and even his per-

fonal authority, notwithftanding his youth, was
confiderable. Had his ambition been very eager,

he had, no doubt, been able to create difturbance :

But being threatened by fir Hardrefs Waller, colo-

nel John Jones, and other officers, he very quietly

refigned his command, and retired to England.

He had once entertained thoughts, which he had

not refolution to execute, of proclaiming the king

in Dublin f

.

Thus fell fuddenly, and from an enormous
height, but by a rare fortune, without any hurt or

injury, the family of the Cromwels. Richard con-

tinued to poffefs an eflate which was moderate, and
burthened too with a large debt, which he had con-

tracted for the interment of his father. After the

reftoration, though he remained unmolefted, he
thought proper to travel for iome years; and at

Pezenas in Languedoc he was introduced, under a

borrowed name, to the prince of Conti. That
prince, talking of Englilh affairs, broke out into

admiration of Cromwel's courage and capacity.

* f But as for that poor pitiful fellow, Richard,"

faid he, " what is become of him ? How could
?f he be fuch a blockhead as to reap no greater

f
c benefit from all his father's crimes and fuccefies ?"

Richard extended his peaceful and quiet life to an

extreme old age, and died not till the latter end of
queen Anne's reign. His focial virtues, more va-

1 Carte's Collections, vol. ii. p. 243.

luable
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C H A P. luable than the greateft capacity, met with a recom-

u
^x

.

'_,
penfe, more precious than noify fame, and more

1659. fuitable, contentment and tranquillity.

The council of officers, now pofl'efled of fupreme

authority, deliberated what form of government

they mould eftablifh. Many of them feemed in-

clined to exercife the power of the fword in the /

rnoft open manner ; but as it was apprehended that

the people would with great difficulty be induced to

pay taxes, levied by arbitrary will and pleafure; it

was agreed to preferve the fhadow of civil adminis-

tration, and to revive the long parliament, which

had been expelled by Cromwel. That affembly

could not be diflblved, it was afterted, but by their

own confent; and violence had interrupted, but

was not able to deftroy, their right to government.

The officers alfo expefted that, as thefe members
had fufficiently felt their own weaknefs, they would

be contented to aft in fubordination to the military

commanders, and would thenceforth allow all the

authority to remain where the power was fo vifibly

veiled.

The officers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, and
propofed to him, that the parliament mould refume

their feats. Lenthal was of a low, timid fpirit;

and being uncertain what iflue might attend thefe

meafures, was defirous of evading the propofal.

He replied, that he could by no means comply with

the defire of the officers 3 being engaged in a bufi-

nefs of far greater importance to himielf, which he

could not omit on any account, becaufe it concerned

the falvation of his own foul. The officers prelTed

him to tell what it might be. He was preparing,

he faid, to participate of the Lord's fupper, which

"he refolved to take next Sabbath. They infifted,

that mercy was preferable to facrifice, and that he

could not better prepare himfelf for that great duty,

than by contributing to the public fervice. All their

remonftrances had no effed. However, on the ap-

pointed
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pointed day, the fpeaker, being informed that a c H A P.

quorum of the houfe was likely to meet, thought
,

_' '_,

proper, notwithstanding the falvation of his foul, as ^59.

Ludlow obferves, to join them ; and the houfe im-

mediately proceeded upon bufinefs. The fecluded

members attempted, but in vain, to refume their

feats among them.

The numbers of this parliament were fmall, little Long par-

exceeding feventy members : Their authority in the
1,ament or

c? / / rump re-
nation, ever fince they had been purged by the ftored.

army, was extremely diminifhed ; and after their

expulfion, had been totally annihilated : But being

all of them men of violent ambition 5 fome of them
men of experience and capacity ; they were refolved,

fince they enjoyed the title of the fupreme authority,

and obferved that fome appearance of a parliament

was requifite for the purpoies of the army, not to

act a fubordinate part to thofe who acknowledged

themfelves their fervants. They chofe a council,

in which they took care that the officers of Walling-

ford-houfe fhould not be the majority: They ap-

pointed Fleetwood lieutenant general, but inferted

in his commifiion, that he fhould only continue

during the pleafure of the houfe: They chofe (even

perfons, who fhould nominate to fuch commands as

became vacant : And they voted, that all commif-
fions fhould be received from the fpeaker, and be

afiigned by him in the name of the houfe. Thefe
precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, gave
great difguit to the general officers ; and their dif-

content would immediately have broken out into

fome refolution fatal to the parliament, had it not

been checked by the apprehenfions of danger from
the common enemy.
The bulk of the nation confided of royalifls and

prefbyterians ; and to both thefe parties the domi-
nion of the pretended parliament had ever been

to the iafl: degree odious. When that affembly was

expelled by Cromwel, contempt had fucceeded to

hatred j
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C H A P. hatred ; and no referve had been ufed in exprefling

• _^ the utmoft derifion againft the impotent ambition

,659. of thefe ufurpers. Seeing them reinltated in autho-

rity, all orders of men felt the higheft indignation ;

together with apprehenfions, left fuch tyrannical

rulers mould exert their power by taking vengeance

upon their enemies, who had fo openly infulted

them. A fecret reconciliation, therefore, was made
between the rival parties j and it was agreed, that,

burying former enmities in oblivion, all efforts

mould be ufed for the overthrow of the rump ; fo

they called the parliament, in allufion to that part

of the animal body. The prefbyterians, fenfible,

from experience, that their paflion for liberty, how-
ever laudable, had carried them into unwarrantable

exceflfes, were willing to lay afide ancient jealoufies,

and, at all hazards, to reftore the royal family.

The nobility, the gentry bent their paflionate en-

deavours to the fame enterprife, by which alone

they could be redeemed from flavery. And no

man was fo remote from party, fo indifferent to

public good, as not to feel the moft ardent wifhes

for the diflfolution of that tyranny which, whether the

civil or the military part of it were confidered, ap-

peared eqully opprefiive and ruinous to the nation.

Confpi- Mordaunt, who had fo narrowly efcaped on
racy of the ^ t

•

j before the high-court of iuftice, feemed

rather animated than daunted with paft danger ; and

having, by his refolute behaviour, obtained the

higheft confidence of the royal party, he was now
become the centre of all their confpiracies. In

many counties a refolution was taken to rife in

arms. Lord Willoughby of Parham and fir Ho-
ratio Townfhend undertook to fecure Lynne;
general Mafiey engaged to feize Glocefter : Lord
Newport, Littleton, and other gentlemen, confpired

to take poffeffion of Shrewfbury j fir George Booth
of Chefter; fir Thomas Middleton of North-Wales

;

Arundel, Pollar, Granville, Trelawney, ofPlymouth
and
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and Exeter. A day was appointed for the execu- chap.
tionof all thefe enterprifes. And the king, attended

y_ t
_l [^

by the duke of York, had fecretly arrived at Calais, 1659.

with a refolution of putting himfelf at the head of

his loyal fubjects. The French court had promifed

to fupply him with a fmall body of forces, in order

to countenance the infurrections of the Englifh.

This combination was difconcerted by the infide-

lity of fir Richard Willis. That traitor continued

with the parliament the fame correfpondence which

he had begun with Cromwel. He had engaged to re-

veal all confpiracies, fo far as to deftroy their effect;

but referved to himfelf, if he pleafed, the power of
concealing the confpirators. He took care never

to name any of the old, genuine cavaliers, who had
zealoufly adhered, and were refolved (till to adhere,

to the royal caufe in every fortune. Thefe men he
efteemed j thefe he even loved. He betrayed only

the new converts among the prefbyterians, or fuch

lukewarm royalifts, as, difcouraged with their dif-

appointments, were refolved to expofe themfelves

to no more hazards. A lively proof how impoffi-

ble it is, even for the moil corrupted minds, to

diveft themfelves of all regard to morality and
focial duty !

Many of the confpirators in the different coun- July.

ties were thrown into prifon : Others, afionifhed at

fuch fymptoms of fecret treachery, left their houfes,

or remained quiet : The mod tempeftuous weather
prevailed during the whole time appointed for the
reridezvoufes ; infomuch that fome found it impof-
fible to join their friends, and others were difmayed
with fear and fuperftition at an incident fo unufual
during the fummer feafon. Of all the projects, the
only one which took effect was that of fir George
Booth for the feizing of Chefter. The earl of
Derby, lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, co-
lonel Morgan, entered into this enterprife. Sir

WiUiam
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CHAP. William Middleton joined Booth with fome troops
LX *}' from North-Wales -, and the malcontents were

1659. powerful enough to fubdue all in that neighbour-

hood who ventured to oppofe them. In their de-

claration they made no mention of the king : They
only demanded a free and full parliament.

The parliament was juftly alarmed. How com-
buftible the materials, they well knew; and the fire

was now fallen among them. Booth was of a fa-

mily eminently prefbyterian ; and his conjunction

with the royalifts they regarded as a dangerous

fymptom. They had many officers whofe fidelity

they could more depend on than that of Lambert

:

But there was no one in whofe vigilance and capa-

city they repofed fuch confidence. They commif-
fioned him to fupprefs the rebels. He made incre-

dible hafte. Booth imprudently ventured himfelf

out of the walls of Chefter, and expofed, in the

open field, his raw troops againft thefe hardy Vete-

ra prefT-
rans * ^e was *°on routed anc* taken prifoner. His

ed. whole army was difperfed. And the parliament had

no farther occupation than to fill all the jails with

their open or fecret enemies. Defigns were even

entertained of tranfporting the loyal families to Bar-

badoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies j left they

fliould propagate in England children of the fame
malignant affections with themfelves.

This fuccefs haftened the ruin of the parliament.

Lambert, at the head of a body of troops, was no
lefs dangerous to them than Booth. A thoufand

pounds, which they fent him to buy a jewel, were
employed by him in liberalities to his officers. At
his inftigation they drew up a petition, and tranf-

mitted it to Fleetwood, a weak man, and an honefr,

if fincerity in folly deferve that honourable name.
The import of this petition was, that Fleetwood
fliould be made commander in chief, Lambert ma-
jor-general, Defborow lieutenant-general of the

horfe,
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horfe, Monk major-general of the foot. To which chap.
a demand was added, that no officer mould be dif- u _ *

^
miffed from his command but by a court-martial. 1659.

The parliament, alarmed at the danger, imme-
diately cafhiered Lambert, Defboiow, Berry, Clarke,

Barrow, Kelfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig

propofed the impeachment of Lambert for high

treafon. Fleetwood's commiffion was vacated, and
the command of the army was veiled in feven per-

fons, of whom that general was one. The parlia-

ment voted, that they would have no more general

officers. And they declared it high treafon to levy-

any money without confent of parliament.

But thefe votes were feeble weapons in opposi-

tion to the fwords of the foldiery. Lambert drew
fome troops together, in order to decide the con-

troverfy. Okey, who was leading his regiment to

the afiiftance, of the parliament, was deferted by
them. Morley and Mofs brought their regiments

into Palace-yard, refolute to oppofe the violence of

Lambert. But that artful general knew an eafy 13th oa.

way of difappointing them. He placed his foldiers

in the ftreets which lead toWeftminfler-hall. When
the fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered the horfes parlia-

to be turned, and very civilly conducted him home, ment-e*-

The other members were in like manner intercepted. ^ue '

And the two regiments in Palace-yard, obferving

that they were expofed to derifion, peaceably retired

to their quarters. A little before this bold enter-

prife, a folemn fail had been kept by the army;
and it is remarked, that this ceremony was the

ufual prelude to every fignal violence which they

committed.

The officers found themfelves again inverted

with fupreme authority, of which they intended for

ever to retain the fubftance, however they might
bellow on others the empty ihadow or appearance.

They elected a committee of twenty-three perfons, 26th 0#«

of whom feven were officers. Thefe they pretended

4 to
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CHAP, to inveft with fovereign authority ; and they called

v
LX

,

n
'

,
them a committee of Jafety. They fpoke every

i6 59 . where of fummoning a parliament chofen by the
Commit- people; but they really took fome fteps towards

Sfcty. afTembling a military parliament, compofed of offi-

cers elected from every regiment in the fervice
u
.

Throughout the three kingdoms there prevailed

nothing but the melancholy fears, to the nobility

and gentry, of a bloody mafiacre and extermina-

tion , to the reft of the people, of perpetual fervi-

tude, beneath thofe fanctified robbers, whofe union

and whofe divifions would be equally destructive,

and who, under pretence of fuperior illuminations,

Would foon extirpate, if pofiible, all private mora-
lity, as they had already done all public law and
juftice from the Britifn dominions.

Foreign During the time that England continued in this

affairs. diftracted condition, the other kingdoms of Europe
were haftening towards a compofure of thofe differ-

ences by which they had fo long been agitated.

The parliament, while it preferved authority, in-

ilead of following the imprudent politics of Crom-
wel, and lending affiftance to the conquering Swede,

embraced the maxims of the Dutch commonwealth,
and reiblved, in conjunction with that date, to me-
diate by force an accommodation between the nor-

thern crowns. Montague was fent with a fquadron

to the Baltic, and carried with him as ambalTador

Algernon Sidney, the celebrated republican. Sid-

ney found the Swedifh monarch employed in the

fiege of Copenhagen, the capital of his enemy ; and
was highly pleafed, that, with a Roman arrcgance,

he could check the progrefs of royal victories, and
difplay in fo fignal a manner the fuperiority of free-

dom above tyranny. With the higheft indignation,

the ambitious prince was obliged to lubmit to the im-
perious mediation of the two commonwealths.
'* It is cruel," faid he, " that laws Ihould be

a Ludlow.

.. _ 7 " prefcribed
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* prefcribed me by parricides and pedlers." But CHAP*
his whole army was enclofed in an ifland, and might '

be ftarved by the combined fquadrons of England ,659.

and Holland. He was obliged, therefore, to quit his

prey, when he had fo nearly gotten pofieflion of it

;

and having agreed to a pacification with Denmark,
he retired into his own country^ where he foon after

died.

The wars between France and Spain were alfo

concluded by the treaty of the Pyrenees. Thefe
animofities had long been carried on between the

rival ftates, even while governed by a filter and
brother, who cordially loved and efteemed each

other. But politics, which had fo long prevailed

over thefe friendly affections* now at laft yielded to

their influence j and never was the triumph more
full and complete. The Spanifn Low Countries, if

not every part of that monarchy, lay almoft entirely

at the mercy of its enemy. Broken armies, difor-

dered finances, flow and irrefolute counfels ; by
thefe refources alone were the difperfed provinces of

Spain defended againft the vigorous power of

France. But the queen regent, anxious for the

fate of her brother, employed her authority with

the cardinal to Hop the progrefs of the French con-

quests, and put an end to a quarrel, which, being,

commenced by ambition, and attended with victory,

was at laft concluded with moderation. The young
monarch of France, though afpiring and warlike in

his character, was at this time entirely occupied in

the pleafures of love and gallantry, and had paffively

refigned the reins of empire into the hands of his

politic minifter. And he remained an unconcerned
Spectator j while an opportunity for conqueft was
parted with, which he never was able, during the

whole courfe of his active reign, fully to retrieve.

The minifters of the two crowns, Mazarine and
don Louis de Haro, met at the foot of the Pyrenees,

\n the ifle of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed

to belong to neither kingdom. The negotiation

Vol. VII. X being
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being brought to an iffue by frequent conferences

between the miniilers, the monarchs themfelves

agreed to a congrefs ; and thele two fplendid courts

appeared in their full luftre amidft thofe favage

mountains. Philip brought his daughter, Mary
Therefe, along with him ; and giving her in mar-
riage to his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement

by this new tie the incompatible intereits of the two

monarchies. The French king made a folemn re-

nunciation of every fucceflion, which might accrue

to him in right of his confort; a vain formality, too

weak to reltrain the ungoverned ambition of princes.

The affairs of England were in fo great diforder,

that it was not poffible to comprehend that king-

dom in the treaty, or adjuit meafures with a power

which was in i'uch inceffant fluctuation. The king,

reduced to defpair by the failure of all enterprifes for

his reftoration, was refolved to try the weak refource

of foreign fucconrs ; and he went to the Pyrenees

at the time when the two miniilers were in the

midft of their negociations. Don Louis received

him with that generous civility peculiar to his na-

tion ; and expreffed great inclination, had the low

condition of Spain allowed him, to give amftance

to the diftreffed monarch. The cautious Mazarine,

pleading the alliance of France with the Englifn.

commonwealth, refufed even to fee him ; and

though the king offered to marry the cardinal's

niece''', he could, for the prefent, obtain nothing

but empty profeffions of refpecl, and proteftations

of ftrvices. The condition of that monarch, to all

the world, feemed totally defperate. His friends

had been baffled in every attempt for his fervice:

The fcaffold had often dreamed with the blood of

the more active royaliits ; the fpirits of many were

broken with tedious imprifonments : The eftates of

all were burthened by the fines and confiications

which had been levied upon them: No one durft

openly avow himfelf of that party i. And fo fmall

* Kin^ James's Memoirs.

did
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did their number feem to a fuperficial view, that, c H A P«

even mould the nation recover its liberty, which ,

x
' -

was deemed no- wife probable, it was judged uncer- ,659.

tain what form of government it would embrace.

But amidft all thefe gloomy proipefts, fortune, by a

furprifing revolution, was now paving the way for

the king to mount, in peace and triumph, the

throne of his anceftors. It was by the prudence

and loyalty of general Monk, that this happy change

was at laft accomplished.

George Monk, to whom the fate was referved General

of re-eftablifhing monarchy, and finifhing the
Monk *

bloody diflenfions of three kingdoms, was the fe-

cond fon of a family in Devonfhire, ancient and

honourable, but lately, from too great hofpitality

and expence, fomewhat fallen to decay. He betook

himfelf, in early youth, to the profeffion of arms

;

and was engaged in the unfortunate expeditions to

Cadiz and the ifle of Rhe. After England had
concluded peace with all her neighbours, he fought

military experience in the Low Countries, the great

fchool of war to all the European nations ; and he

rofe to the command of a company under lord Go-
ring. This company confifted of 200 men, of
whom a hundred were volunteers, often men of fa-

mily and fortune, fometimes noblemen who lived

upon their own income in a fplendid manner. Such
a military turn at that time prevailed among the

Enalifli

!

When the found of war was firft heard in this

ifland, Monk returned to England, partly defirous

of promotion in his native country, partly difgufted

with fome ill ufage from the States, of which he
found reafon to complain. Upon the Scottifh pa-

cification, he was employed by the earl of Leiceiler

againft the Irifh rebels; and having obtained a regi-

ment, was foon taken notice of, for his military

fkill, and for his calm and deliberate valour. With-
out oftentation, expence, or carefies, merely by

X 2 his
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chap. his humane and equal temper, he gained the.good-

".'_,! will of the foldiery ; who, with a mixture of fami-

1659. liarity and affection, ufually called him honeji George

Monk; an honourable appellation, which they ftill

continued to him, even during his greateft eleva-

tion. He was rmarkable for his moderation in

party; and while all around him were inflamed into

rage a3ainft the oppofite faction, he fell under fuf-

picion from the candour and tranquillity of his be-

haviour. When the Irilh army was called over into

England, furmifes of this kind had been lb far cre-

dited, that he had even been fufpended from his

command, and ordered to Oxford, that he might
anfwer the charge laid againft him. His eftablilh-

ed character for truth and fincerity here flood him
in great ftead ; and upon his earned proteftations

and declarations, he was foon reftored to his regi-

ment, which he joined at the (lege of Nantwich.

The day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and de-

feated the royalifts, commanded by Byron; and took

colonel Monk prifoner. He was fent to the

Tower, where he endured, about two years, all the

rigours of poverty and confinement. The king,

however, was fo mindful as to fend him, notwith-

standing his own difficulties, a prefent of 100 gui-

neas ; but it was not till after the royalifts were to-

tally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. Monk,
however ciiftrelTed, had always refufed the mod in-

viting offers from the parliament: But Cromwel,
fenlible of his merit, having folicited him to engage
in the wars againft the Irifh, who were confidered

as rebels both by king and parliament; he was not

unwilling to repair his broken fortunes by accepting

a command which, he flattered himfelf, was recon-

cilable to the ftri&eft principles of honour. Hav-
ing once engaged with the parliament, he was ob-
liged to obey orders ; and found himfelf neceflitated

to fight, both againft the marquis of Ormond in

Ireland, and againft the king himfelf in Scotland.

Upon



THE COMMONWEALTH. 309

Upon the reduction of the latter kingdom, Monk chap.
was left with the fupreme command , and by the ^ '

equality and juftice of his adminiftration, he was jg j9 .

able to give contentment to that reftlefs people, now
reduced to fubje£tion by a nation whom they hated.

No lefs acceptable was his authority to the officers

and foldiers ; and forefeeing, that the good- will of

the army under his command might fome time be

of great fervice to him, he had, with much care

and fuccefs, cultivated their friendfhip.

The connexions which he had formed with

Cromwel, his benefactor, preferved him faithful to

Richard, who had been enjoined by his father to

follow in every thing the directions of general Monk,
When the long parliament was reftored, Monk, who
was not prepared for oppofition, acknowledged

their authority, and was continued in his command,
from which it would not have been fafe to attempt

diflodging him. After the army had expelled the Monk de-

parliament, he protefted againft the violence, and claiwfor

refolved, as he pretended, to vindicate their invaded
Jjg_£

arlia*

privileges. Deeper defigns, either in the king's

favour or his own, were, from the beginning, fuf-

pected to be the motive of his actions.

A rivalship had long fubfifted between him
and Lambert ; and every body faw the reafon why
he oppofed the elevation of that ambitious genera),

by whofe fuccefs his own authority, he knew, would

foon be fubverted. But little friendfhip had ever

fubfifted between him and the parliamentary leaders;

and it feemed no-wife probable, that he intended to

employ his induftry, and fpend his blood, for the

advancement of one enemy above another. How
early he entertained defigns for the king's reftora-

tion, we know not with certainty: It is likely, that

as foon as Richard was depofed, he forefaw, that

Without fuch an expedient, it would be impoflible

ever to bring the nation to a regular fettlcment.

His elder and younger brothers were devoted to the

X 3 royal
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chap, royal caufe : The Granvilles, his near relations, and

L 1 '_. all the reft of his kindred, were in the fame interefts :

1659. He himfelf was intoxicated with no fumes of enthu-

fiafm, and had maintained no connexions with any

of the fanatical tribe. His early engagements had

been with the king, and he had left that fervice

without receiving any difguft from the royal family.

Since he had inliftcd himfelf with the oppofite party,

he had been guilty of no violence or rigour, which

might render him obnoxious. His return, there-

fore, to loyalty was eafy and open ; and nothing

could be fuppofed to counterbalance his natural pro-

penfity to that meafure, except the views of his

own elevation, and the profpecr. of ufurping the fame

grandeur and authority which had been affumed by

Cromwel. But from fuch exorbitant, if not impof-

fible projects, the natural tranquillity and modera-

tion of his temper, the calmnefs and folidity of his

genius, not to mention his age, now upon the de-

cline, feem to have let him at a diftance. Cromwel
himfelf, he always afiferted*, could not long have

maintained his ufurpation ; and any other perfon,

even equal to him in genius, it was obvious, would

now Rnd it more difficult to praclife arts, of which

every one, from experience, was fufficiendy aware.

It is more agreeable, therefore, to reafon as well as

candour, to fuppofe that Monk, as foon as he put

himfelf in motion, had entertained views of effecting

the king's restoration ; nor ought any objections,

derived from his profound filence even to Charles

himfelf, to be regarded as confiderable. Kis temper
was naturally refervedj his circumilances required

dilFimulation ; the king, he knew, was furrounded

with fpies and traitors ; and upon the whole, it feems

hard to interpret that conduct, which ought to exalt

our idea of his prudence, as a difparagement of his.

bity.

' Gu;nbc!"s Life of Monk, p. 93,
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Sir John Granville, hoping that the general c H a p.

would engage in the king's fervice, fent into Scot-
t

XU
'_
t

land his younger brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, ,6 59 .

who carried him a letter and invitation from the

king. When the doctor arrived, he found that his

brother was then holding a council of officers, and

was not to be fcen for fome hours. In the mean
time, he was received and entertained by Price, the

general's chaplain, a man of probity, as well as* a

partifan of the king's. The doctor, having an en-

tire confidence in the chaplain, talked very freely

to him about the object of his journey, and engaged

him, if there mould beoccafion, to .fecond his appli-

cations. At laft, the general arrives; the brothers

embrace ; and after fome preliminary converfation, .

the doctor opens his bufinefs. Monk interrupted

him, to know whether he had ever before to any

body mentioned the fubject. " To no body," re-

plied his brother, " but to Price, whom I know to
iC be entirely in your confidence." The general,

altering his countenance, turned the difcourfe ; and
would enter into no farther confidence with- him,

but fent him away with the firfb opportunity. He
would not truft his own brother the moment he
knew that he had difclofed the fecret ; though to a

man whom he himfelf could have trufted y
.

His conduct in all other particulars was full of

the fame referve and prudence -, and no lefs was re-

quifite for effecting the difficult work which he had
undertaken. All the officers in his army, of whom •

he entertained any lufpicion, he immediately ca~

fhiered : Cobbet, who had been knt by the com-
mittee of fafety, under pretence of communicating
their relblutions to Monk, but really with a view
of debauching his army, he committed to cuftody :

He drew together the feveral fcattered regiments :

He fummoned an afTembly, fomewhat refembling

a convention of ftatesj and having communicated

T Lord Lanfdown's deftnee of general Monk',

X 4 to
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AP * to them his refolution of marching into England, ho

{mm_^/^_J received a feafonable, though no great fupply of

1659. money.
Hearing that Lambert was advancing north-

ward with his army, Monk fent Clobery and two
other commiflioners to London, with large profef-

fions of his inclination to peace, and with offers of
terms for an accommodation. His chief aim was to

gain time, and relax the preparations of his ene-

mies. The committee of fafety fell into the fnare.

A treaty was fignec by Monk's commiflioners ; but

he refufed to ratify it, and complained that they had
exceeded their powers. He defired, however, to

enter into a new negotiation at Newcaftle. The
Kovembe** committee willingly accepted this fallacious offer.

Meanwhile thefe military fovereigns found

themfelves furrounded on all hands with inextrica-

ble difficulties. The nation had fallen into total anar-

chy ; and by refufing the payment of all taxes, re-

duced the army to the greateft neceflities. "While

Lambert's forces were aflembling at Newcaftle, Ha-
zelrig and Morley took poiTeflion of Portfmouth,

and declared for the parliament. A party, fent to.

fupprefs them, was perfuaded by their commander
to join in the fame declaration. The city appren-

tices rofe in a tumult, and demanded a free parlia-

ment. Though they were fupprefled by colonel

Hewfon, a man who from the profeflion of a cobler

had rifen to a high rank in the army, the city ftill

difcovered fymptoms of the moft dangerous dis-

content. It even eftablifhed a kind of feparate

government, and aflumed the fupreme authority

within itfelf. Admiral Lawfon with his fqua-

dron came into the river, and declared for the

parliament. Hazelrig and Morley, hearing of

this important event, left Portfmouth, and ad-

vanced towards London. The regiments near

that city being folicited by their old officers, who
had been cafhiered by the committee of fafety,

revolted
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revoked again to the parliament. Defborow's re- chap,
giment, being fent by Lambert to fupport his

LXI *.

friends, no fooner arrived at St. Albans, than it

~

6

W J
declared for the fame aflfembly.

Fleetwood's hand was found too weak and un-

liable to fupport this ill-founded fabric, which,

every where around him, was falling into ruins.

When he received intelligence of any murmurs
among the foldiers, he would proftrate himfelf in

prayer, and could hardly be prevailed with to join

the troops. Even when among them, he would,

in the midft of any difcourfe, invite them all to

prayer, and put himfelf on his knees before them.

If any of his friends exhorted him to more vigour,

they could get no other anfwer, than that God had
fpitten in his face, and would not hear him. Men
now ceafed to wonder, why Lambert had promoted
him to the office of general, and had contented

himfelf with the fecond command in the army.

Lenthal, the fpeaker, being invited by the of- 2 6 tb Gf

ficers, again aiTumed authority, and fummoned to- Decem-

gether the parliament, which twice before had been
ber "

expelled with fo much reproach and ignominy. As parj;a .

foon as aflembled, they repealed their act againft mentre-

the payment of excife and cuftoms ; they appointed ftoied «

commifiloners for affigning quarters to the army

;

and, without taking any notice of Lambert, they

fent orders to the forces under his command imme-
diately to repair to thofe quarters which were ap-

pointed them,

Lambert was now in a very difconfolate con- 1660.

dition. Monk, he faw, had pafled the Tweed at Janudry x «

Coldftream, and was advancing upon him. His
own foldiers deferted him in great multitudes, and
joined the enemy. Lord Fairfax too, he heard,

had raifed forces behind him, and had pofTerTed

himfelf of York, without declaring his purpofe.

The laft orders of the parliament fo entirely fkipped

7 him
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*%**,£ p * him of his army, that there remained not with him
above a hundred horfe : All the reft went to their

quarters with quietnei* and refignation ; and he

himfelfwas, fome time after, arretted and commit-
ted to the Tower. The other officers, who had
formerly been cafhiered by the parliament, and

who had refumed their commands, that they might
fubdue that afiembly, were again caihiered and con-

fined to their houfes. Sir Harry Vane and fome
members, who had concurred with the committee

of fafety, were ordered into a like confinement.

And the parliament now feemed to be again pof-

feffed of more abfoiute authority than ever, and to

be without any danger of oppofition or control.

The republican party was at this time guided by

two me.n, Hazelrig and Vane, who were of oppo-

fite characters, and mortally hated each other. Ha-
zelrig, who pofferTed great authority in the pailia-

ment, was haughty, imperious, precipitate, vain-

glorious j without civility, without prudence , qua-

lified only by his noify, pertinacious obftinacy to

acquire an afcendant in public afiemblies. Vane
was noted, in all civil tranfactions, for temper, in-

finuation, addrefs, and a profound judgment -, in

all religious fpeculations, for folly and extravagance.

He was a perfect enthufiaft; and fancying that he

was certainly favoured with inspiration, he deemed
himfelf, to fpeak in the language of the times, to

be a man ahcje ordinancesy
and, by reafon of his

perfection, to be unlimited and unreftrained by any

rules, which govern inferior mortals. Thefe whim-
fies, mingling with pride, had fo corrupted his

excellent understanding, tnat fometimes he thought

himfelf the perion deputed to reign on earth for

a thoufand years over the whole congregation of

the faithful
2

.

-' Clarendon.

MONKj
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Monk, though informed of the reftoration of chap.
the parliament, from whom he received no orders,

, l
w -'_t

ftill advanced with his army, which was near 6cco 4 66o.

men: The fcattered forces in England were above

five times more numerous. Fairfax, who had re-

solved to declare for the king, not being able to

make the general open his intentions, retired to his

own houfe in Yorkfhire. In all counties through

which Monk patted, the prime gentry flocked to

him with addrefies ; exprefiing their earneft defire,

that he would be instrumental in reftoring the na-

tion to peace and tranquillity, and to the enjoyment

of thole liberties, which by law were their birth-

right, but of which, during fo many years, they

had been fatally bereaved : And that, in order to

this falutary purpofe, he would prevail, either for

the reftorino- of thofe members who had been fe-

eluded before the king's death, or for the election

of a new parliament, who might legally, and by

general confent, again govern the nation. Though
Monk pretended not to favour thefe addrefies, that

ray of hope, which the knowledge of his character

and fituation afforded, mightily animated all men.
The tyranny and the anarchy, which now equally

opprtriTed the kingdom j the experience of pan:

diftra£tions, the dread of future convulfions, the

indignation againft military ufurpation, againfl

ianccified hypocrify : All thefe motives had united

every party, except the moft defperate, into ardent

wifhes for the king's reftoration, the only remedy
for all thefe fatal evils.

Scot and Robinfon were fent as deputies by the

parliament, under pretence of congratulating the

general, but in reality to ferve as lpies upon him.

The city difpatched four of their principal citizens

to perforin like compliments ; and at the fame
time to confirm the general in his inclination to a

free parliament, the object of all men's prayers and
endeavours. The authority of Monk could fcarcely

9 iecure
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chap, fecure the parliamentary deputies from thofe in"

g

LXIL
fults, which the general hatred and contempt to-

1669. wards their mailers drew from men of every rank

and denomination.

Monk continued his march with few interrup-

tions till he reached St. Albans. He there fent a

mefTage to the parliament ; defiring them to remove
from London thofe regiments, which, though they

now profeffed to return to their duty, had fo lately

offered violence to that affembly. This mefTage

was unexpected, and exceedingly perplexed the

houfe. Their fate, they found, muft ftill depend
on a mercenary army ; and they were as diftant as

ever from their imaginary fovereignty. However,
they found it neceffary to comply. The foldiers

made more difficulty. A mutiny arofe among
them. One regiment, in particular, quartered in

Somerfet-houfe, exprefsly refufed to yield their

place to the northern army. But thofe officers who
would gladly, on fuch an occafion, have inflamed

the quarrel, were abfent or in confinement j and

Feb. 3. for want of leaders, the foldiers were at laft, with
Monk en.

g,-eat reluctance, obliged to fubmit. Monk with

don .
his army took quarters in Weftminfter.

Feb. 6. The general was introduced to the houfe j and

thanks were given him by Lenthal for the eminent

fervices which he had done his country. Monk
was a prudent not an eloquent fpeaker. He told

the houfe, that the fervices, which he had been en-

abled to perform, were no more than his duty,

and merited not fuch prailes as thofe with which

they were .pleafed to honour him : That among
many perfons of greater worth, who bore their com-
miffion, he had been employed as the inftrument

of providence for affecting their reftoration j but

he confidered this fervice as a ftep only to

more important fervices, which it was their part to

render to the nation : That while on his march,

he obferved all ranks of men, in all places* to be
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in earned expectation of a fettlement, after the C HA p.

violent convulfions, to which they had been ex- ,

LXri
'_j

pofed ; and to have no profpect of that bieffing but ,660.

from the difTblution of the prefent parliament, and

from the fummoning of a new one, free and full,

who, meeting without oaths or engagements, might

finally give contentment to the nation : That ap-

plications had been made to him for that purpofe;

but that he, fenfible of his duty, had Hill told the

petitioners, that the parliament itfelf, which was

now free and would foon be full, was the beft judge

of all thefe meafures, and that the whole comimu-
nity ought to acquiefce in their determination

:

That though he exprefled himfelf in this manner to

the people, he muft now freely inform the houfe,

that the fewer engagements were exacted the more
comprehenfive would their plan prove, and the

more fatisfaction would it give to the nation : And
that it was fufficient for public fecurity, if the fana-

tical party and the royalifts were excluded ; fince the

principles of thefe factions were destructive either of

government or of liberty.

This fpeech, containing matter which was both

agreeable and diiagreeable to the houfe as well as

to the nation, ftill kept every one in fufpenfe, and
upheld that uncertainty, in which it feemed the ge-

neral's intereft to retain the public. But it was
impoflible for the kingdom to remain long in this

doubtful fituation : The people, as well as the par-

liament, pufhed matters to a decifion. During the

late convulfions, the payment of taxes had been
interrupted ; and though the parliament, upon their

aflembling, renewed the ordinances for impofitions,

yet fo little reverence did the people pay to thofe

legiflators, that they gave very flow and unwilling

obedience to their commands. The common-coun-
cil of London flatly refufed to fubmit to an afTefT-

ment required of them ; and declared that, till

a free
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CHAP. a free and lawful parliament impofed taxes, they

t
x

'_, never fhould deem it their duty to make any pay-

i66o. ment. This refolution, if yielded to, would im-
mediately have put an end to the dominion of the

parliament: They were determined, therefore,

upon this occafion to make at once a full experi-

ment of their own power and of their general's obe-

dience.

Ftb. 9. Monk received orders to march into the city ; to

feize twelve perfons, the moft obnoxious to the par-

liament ; to remove the polls and chains from all.

the ftreets ; and to take down and break the port-

'

cullifes and gates of the city : And very few hours

were allowed him to deliberate upon the execution

of thefe violent orders. To the great furprife and

confirmation of all men, Monk prepared himfelf for

obedience. Neglecting the entreaties of his friends,

the remonftrances of his officers, the cries of the

people, he entered the city in a military manner

;

he apprehended as many as he could of the pro-

fcribed perfons, whom he fent to the Tower ; with

all the circumftances of contempt he broke the

gates and portcullifes ; and having expofed the city

to the fcorn and derifion of all who hated it, he re-

turned in triumph to his quarters in Weftminfter.

No fooner had the general leifure to reflect, than

he found, that this laft meafure, inftead of being

a continuation of that cautious ambiguity, which

he had hitherto maintained, was taking party with-

out referve, and laying himfelf, as well as the na-

tion, at the mercy of that tyrannical parliament^

wh'ofe power had long been odious, as their per-

fons contemptible, to all men. He refolved, there-

fore, before it were too late, to repair the dangerous

miftake into which he had been betrayed, and to'

fhow the whole world, flill more without referve,

that he meant no longer to be the minifter of vio-

let*, ii. lence and ufurpation. After complaining of the

. odious
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odious lervice in which he had been employed, he

wrote a letter to the houfe, reproaching them, as

well with the new cabals which they had formed i6<Sq,

with Vane and Lambert, as with the encourage-

ment given to a fanatical petition prefented by Praife-

god Barebone ; and he required them, in the name
of the citizens, ibldiers, and whole commonwealth,
to ifiiie writs, within a week, for the filling of their

houfe, and to fix the time for their own dillblution

and the aiTemblins; of a new parliament. Having DeclaresO
_

IT Ore
difpatched this letter, which might be regarded, he

°

a

r

r]
?
a_

thought, as an undoubted pledge of his fincerity, ment.

he marched with his army into the city, and de-

fired Allen, the mayor, to fummon a common-
council at Guildhall. He there made many apo-
logies for the indignity which, two days before, he
had been obliged to put upon them -

3 allured them
of his perfevcrance in the meafures which he had
adopted -, and defired that they might mutually

plight their faith for a Uriel: union between city and
army, in every enterprife for the happinefs and fet-

tlement of the commonwealth.
It would be difficult to defcribe the joy and ex-

ultation, which difplayed itfelf throughout the city,

as foon as intelligence was conveyed of this happy
meafure, embraced by the general. The profpecl

of peace, concord, liberty, juflice, broke forth at

once, from amidft the deeped darknefs in which
the nation had ever been involved. The view of
pad calamities no longer prefented difmal pro-
gnoses of the future : It tended only to enhance the

general exultation for thofe fcenes of happinefs and
tranquillity, which all men now confidently pro-

mifed themfelves. The royalifts, the prefbyterians,

forgetting all animofities, mingled in common joy
and tranlport, and vowed never more to gratify the

ambition of falfe and factious tyrants, by their ca-

lamitous divifions. The populace, more outrage-

ous in their festivity, made the air refound with ac-

clamations,
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chap, clamations, and illuminated every ftreet with fignals

c___^J-) of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of the general

1660. were every where intermingled with deteitatiori

againfl the parliament. The moil ridiculous in-

ventions were adopted, in order to exprefs this lat-

ter paflion. At every bonfire rumps were roafted,

and where thefe could no longer be found, pieces

of flefh were cut into that fhapej and the funeral

of the parliament (the populace exclaimed) was ce-

lebrated by thefe fymbols of hatred and derifion.

The parliament, though in the agonies of de-

Ipair, made ftill one effort for the recovery of their

dominion. They fent a committee with offers to

gain the general. He refufed to hear them, ex-

cept in the prefence of fome of the fecluded mem-
bers. Though feveral perfons, defperate from guilt

and fanaticifm, promifed to inveft him with the

dignity of fupreme magistrate, and to fupport his

government, he would not hearken to fuch wild

propofals. Having fixed a clofe correfpondence

with the city, and eftablifhed its militia in hands

whofe fidelity could be relied on, he returned with

his army to Weftminfter, and purfued every pro-

>er meafure for the fettlement of the nation. While
ie ftill pretended to maintain republican principles,

he was taking large fleps towards the re-eftablinV

ment of the ancient monarchy.
Feb. 11. The fecluded members, upon the general's in-
Secluded

v Jtation, went to the houfe, and finding no longer
members .

'
. ,

J
. . D .. . P

rcftored. any obstruction, they entered, and immediately ap-

peared to be the majority : Mofl of the independ-

ents left the place. The reftored members firft

repealed all the ordinances by which they had been

excluded : They gave fir George Booth and his

party their liberty and eftates : They renewed the

general's commiffion, and enlarged his powers:

March 16. They fixed an alTefTment for the fupport of the fleet

Long par- ancj army : And having paired thefe votes for the

Jiffoived. pre lent compofure of the kingdom, they diiTolved

themlelves,

E
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themfelves, and iffued writs for the immediate af- chap.
• T "VTT

fembling of a new parliament. This laft meafure
t i .'

,

had been previoufly concerted with the general, who 1660.

knew that all men, however different in affections,

expectations, and defigns, united in the deteftation

of the long parliament.

A council of ftate was eftablifhed, confuting- of

men of character and moderation ; moll of whom,
during the civil wars, had made a great figure

among the pre/byterians. The militia of the king-

dom was put into filch hands as would promote
order and fettlement. Thefe, conjoined with Monk's
army, which lay united at London, were efleemed

a fufHcient check on the more numerous, though dif-

perfed army, of whofe inclinations there was ftill

much reafon to be diffident. Monk, however,

was every day removing the more obnoxious officers,

and bringing the troops to a ftate of difcipline and
obedience.

Overton, governor of Hull, had declared his

refolution to keep pofTefTion of that fortrefs till the

coming of king Jefus : But when Alured produced

the authority of parliament for his delivering the place

to colonel Fairfax, he thought proper to comply.

Montague, who commanded the fleet in the

Baltic, had entered into the confpiracy with fir

George Boothe ; and pretending want of provifions,

had failed from the Sound towards the coaft of

England, with an intention of fupporting that in-

furretSUon of the royalifts. On his arrival he re-

ceived the news of Boothe's defeat, and the total

failure of the enterprife. The great difficulties, to

which the parliament was then reduced, allowed

them no leifure to examine ftrictly the reafons

which he gave for quitting his ftation ; and they al-

lowed him to retire peaceably to his country- houfe.

The council of ftate now conferred on him, in con-

junction with Monk, the command of the fleet •

Vol. VII. Y and



322 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
en A P. ancj fecured the naval as well as military force in

, _ _ "_j hands favourable to the public fettlement.

1660. Notwithstanding all thefe fteps which were
taking towards the re-eftablifhment of, monarchy,
Monk ftill maintained the appearance of zeal for

a commonwealth, and hitherto allowed no canal of
correfpondence between himfelf and the king to be

opened. To call a free parliament, and to reftore

the royal family, were vifibly, in the prefent difpo-

fition of the kingdom, one and the fame meafure

:

Yet would not the general declare, otherwife than

by his actions, that he had adopted the king's in-

terefls ; and nothing but neceffity extorted at laft the

confeffion from him. His filence, in the commence-
ment of his enterprife, ought to be no objection to

his fincerity ; fince he maintained the fame referve,

at a time, when, confident with common fenfe, he

could have entertained no other purpofe 3
.

There was one Morrice, a gentleman of Devon-
fhire, of a fedentary, ftudious difpofition, nearly

related to Monk, and one who had always main-

tained the ftricteft intimacy with him. With this

friend alone did Monk deliberate concerning that

great enterprife which he had projected. Sir John
Granville, who had a commifiion from the king,

applied to Morrice for accefs to the general ; but

received for anfwer, that the general defired him to

communicate his bufinefs to Morrice. Granville,

though importunately urged, twice refufed to de-

liver his melTage to any but Monk himfelf; and

this cautious politician, finding him now a perfon,

whofe fecrefy could be fafely trufted, admitted him
to his prefence, and opened to him his whole in-

tentions. Still he fcrupled to commit any thing

to writing
k

: He delivered only a verbal meflage

by Granville j alluring the king of his iervices,

a See note [L] at the end of the volume.
b Lanfdowne, Clarendon.

giving
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giving advice for his conduct, and exhorting him C
T
*!* p -

inftantly to leave the Spanifh territories, and retire
, _ _'

t

into Holland. He was apprehenfive left Spain 1660.

might detain him as a pledge for the recovery of

Dunkirk and Jamaica. Charles followed thefe di-

rections, and very narrowly efcaped to Breda. Had
he protracted his journey a few hours, he had cer-

tainly, under pretence of honour and refpect, been

arrelied by the Spaniards.

Lockhart, who was governor of Dunkirk, and

no- wife averfe to the king's fervice, was applied to

on this occafion. The ftate of England was fet be-

fore him, the certainty of the reftoration reprefented,

and the profpect of great favour difplayed, if he
would anticipate the vows of the kingdom, and re-

ceive the kino; into his fortrefs. Lockhart ftill re-

plied, that his commiftion was derived from an

Englifti parliament, and he would not open his

gates but in obedience to the fame authority . This
icruple, though in the prefent emergence it ap-

proaches towards fuperftition, it is difficult for us

entirely to condemn.
The elections for the new parliament went every

where in favour of the king's party. This was one
of thole popular torrents, where the moft indifferent,

or even the moft averfe, are tranfported with the

general paffion, and zealoufly adopt the fentiments

of the community to which they belong. The en-

thufiafts themfelves feemed to be difarmed of their

fury; and between defpair and aftonifhment gave
way to thofe meafures, which, they found, it would
be impoffible for them, by their utmoft efforts, to

withftand. The prefbyterians and the royalifts,

being united, formed the voice of the nation, which,

without noife, but with infinite ardour, called for

the king's reftoration. The kingdom was almoft

entirely in the hands of the former party j and fome

f Burnet.

Y 2 zealous
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chap, zealous leaders among them began to renew the

J
LXI1,

, demand of thofe conditions, which had been re-

j66o. quired of the late king in the treaty of Newport:

But the general opinion feemed to condemn all thofe

rigorous and jealous capitulations with their fove-

reign. HarafTed with convulfions and diforders,

men ardently longed for repofe, and were terrified

at the mention of negotiations or delays, which

might afford opportunity to the feditious army dill

to breed new confufion. The paflion too for li-

berty, having been carried to fuch violent extremes,

and having produced fuch bloody commotions,

began, by a natural movement, to give place to a

fpirit of loyalty and obedience ; and the public was

lefs zealous in a caufe, which W3S become odious

on account of the calamities which had fo long at-

tended it. After the legal conceffions made by the

late king, the conftitution feemed to be fufficiently

fecured ; and the additional conditions infifted on,

as they had been framed during the greateft ardour

of the conteft, amounted rather to annihilation than

a limitation of monarchy. Above all, the general

was averfe to the mention of conditions ; and re-

folved that the crown, which he intended to reftore,

fhould be conferred on the king entirely free and
unencumbered. Without farther fcruplc, therefore,

or jealoufy, the people gave their voice in elections

for fuch as they knew to entertain fentiments favour-

able to monarchy ; and all paid court to a party,

which, they forelaw, was foon to govern the nation.

Though the parliament had voted, that no one
fhould be elected, who had himfelf, or whofe father

had borne arms for the late king; little regard was

anywhere paid to this ordinance. The leaders of

the prefoyterians, the earl of Manchefter, lord Fair-

fax, lord Pv.obarts, Hollis, fir Anthony Afhley

Cooper, Annefley, Lewis, were determined to atone

for pail tranigreflions by their prefent zeal for the

royal interefts ; and from former merits, fuccefles,

and
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and fufferings, they had acquired with their party chap.
the higheft credit and authority. L _ _'

^

The affairs of Ireland were in a condition no lefs j6$ .

favourable to the king. As foon as Monk declared

againft the Engliih army, he difpatched emifTaries

into Ireland, and engaged the officers in that king-

dom to concur with him in the fame meafures.

Lord Broghill, prefident of Munfter, and fir Charles

Coote, prefident of Connaught, went [0 far as to

enter into a correfpondence with the king, and to

promife their affiftance for his reftoration. In con-

junction with fir Theophilus Jones, and other of-

ficers, they took pofleffion of the government, and

excluded Ludlow, who was zealous for the rump-
parliament, but whom they pretended to be in a

confederacy with the committee of fafety. They
kept themfelves in readinefs to (krve the king; but

made no declarations, till they mould fee the turn

which affairs took in England.

But all thefe promifing views had almoft been

blafted by an untoward accident. Upon the admif-

fion of the fecluded members, the republican party,

particularly the late king's judges, were feized with

rhe juftett defpair, and endeavoured to infufe the fame
fentiments into the army. By themfelves or their

emifTaries, they reprefented to the foldiers, that all

thofe brave actions, which had been performed dur-

ing the war, and which were fo meritorious in the

eyes of the parliament, would no doubt be regarded

as the deepeft crimes by the royalifts, and would ex-

pofe the army to the fevered vengeance. That in

vain did that party make profefiions of moderation

and lenity : The king's death, the execuuion of fo

many of the nobility and gentry, the fequeftration and
imprifornnent of the reft, were in their eyes crimes fo

deep, and offences fo perfonal, as muff be profecuted

with the mod implacable refentmenk That the lofs

of all arrears, and the cafhiering of every officer and

Y 3 foldier.
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* ^°^er > were tne Hghteft punifhment which muft be

-
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expected : After the difperfion of the army, no far-

j66o. ther protection remained to them, either for life or

property, but the clemency of enraged victors. And
that, even if the mod perfect fecurity could be ob-

tained, it were inglorious to be reduced, by treachery

and deceit, to Subjection under a foe, who, in the open
field, had fo often yielded to their fuperior valour.

After thefe fuggeftions had been infufed into the

army, Lambert fuddenly made his efcape from the

Tower, and threw Monk and the council of ftate

into great confternation. They knew Lambert's

vigour and activity ; they were acquainted with his

popularity in the army ; they were fenfible, that,

though the foldiers had lately deferted him, they

Sufficiently expreffed their remorfe and their detesta-

tion of thole, who, by falfe profeffions, they found,

had fo egregioufly deceived them. It feemed ne-

ceflary, therefore, to employ the greateft celerity in

fuppreffing fo dangerous a foe : Colonel Ingoldfby,

who had been one of the late king's judges, but

who was now entirely engaged in the royal caufe,

April z2. was difpatched after him. He overtook him at

Daventry, while he had yet aSTembled but four

troops of horfe.- One of them deferted him. An-
other quickly followed the example. He himfelf,

endeavouring to make his efcape, was feized by In-

goldfby, to whom he made fubmiflions not fuitable

to his former character of fpirit and valour. Okey,

Axtel, Cobbet, Crede, and other officers of that

party, were taken prifoners with him. All the roads

were full of foldiers haftening to join them. In a

few days, they had been formidable. And it was

thought, that it might prove dangerous for Monk
himfelf to have aSTembled any considerable body of

his republican army for their fuppreffion : So that

nothing could be more happy than the Sudden ex-

tinction of this rifing flame.

Whe^
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When the parliament met, they chofe fir Har- c " A P.

bottle Grimftone fpeaker, a man, who, though he v '
r

had for fome time concurred with the late parlia- 1660.

ment, had long been efteemed affectionate to the APnl 2 S-

king's fervice. The great dangers incurred during

former ufurpations, joined to the extreme caution of

the general, kept every one in awe i and none

dared, for fome days, to make any mention of the

king. The members exerted their fpirit chiefly in

bitter invectives againft the memory of Cromwel,
and in execrations againft the inhuman murder of

their late fovereign. At laft, the general, having iftMay.

fufficiently founded their inclinations, gave directions

to Annefley prefident of the council, to inform

them, that one fir John Granville, a fervant of the

king's, had been lent over by his majefty, and was

now at the door with a letter to the commons.
The loudeft acclamations were excited by this in- The refto*

* ration

telligence. Granville was called in : The letter,

accompanied with a declaration, greedily read :

Without one moment's delay, and without a con-

tradictory vote, a committee was appointed to pre-

pare an anfwer : And in order to fpread the fame
fatisfaction throughout the kingdom, it was voted

that the letter and declaration fhould immediately be

publifhed.

The people, freed from the ftate of fufpenfe in

which they had fo long been held, now changed
their anxious hope for the unmixt cffufions of joy ;

and difplayed a focial triumph and exultation,

which no private profperity, even the greateft, is

ever able fully to infpire. Traditions remain of

men, particularly of Oughtred, the mathematician^

who died of pleafure, when informed of this happy
and furprifmg event. The king's declaration was
well calculated to uphold the iatisfacticn infpired

by the profpect of public fettlement. It offered a

general amnefty to all perfons whatsoever ; and that

without any exceptions but fuch as fhould afterwards

Y 4 be
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CHAP, be made by parliament : It promifed liberty of con-

,

'
, fcience ; and a concurrence in any act of parliament,

1660. which, upon mature deliberation, Ihould be offered,

for infuring that indulgence : It fubmitted to the

arbitration of the fame aflembly the inquiry into all

grants, purchafes, and alienations : And it allured

the foldiers of all their arrears, and promifed them,
for the future, the fame pay which they then en-
joyed.

The lords, perceiving the fpirit by which the

kingdom, as well as the commons, was animated,

haftened to reinftate themfelves in their ancient au-

thority, and to take their fhare in the fettlement of

the nation. They found the doors of their houfe

open ; and all were admitted j even fuch as had
formerly been excluded on account of their pre-

tended delinquency.

ithJVIay. The two houfes attended; while the king was

proclaimed with great folemnity in Palace-Yard,

at Whitehall, and at Temple-Bar. The commons
voted 500 pounds to buy a jewel for Granville, who
had brought them the king's gracious meffages

:

A prefent of 50,000 pounds was conferred on the

king, 10,000 pounds on the duke of York, 5000
pounds on the duke of Gloucester. A committee

of lords and commons was difpatched to invite his

majefty to return and take pofleffion of the govern-

ment. The rapidity with which all thefe events

were conducted, was marvellous, and difcovered the

pafilonate zeal and entire unanimity of the nation.

Such an impatience appeared, and fuch an emula-

tion, in lords, and commons, and city, who fhould

make the molt lively expreffions of their joy and

duty ; that, as the noble hiftorian exprefles it, a

man' could not but wonder where thofe people

dwelt, who had done all the mifchief, and kept the

king fo many years from enjoying the comfort and
fupport of fuch excellent fubjects. The king him-

d, that it muft finely have been his own fault

that
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that he had not iboner taken pofleffion of the

throne ; fince he found every body fo zealous

promoting his happy restoration, itb.

Tki refptct of foreign powers foon followed the

fubmiffion of the king's fubjects. Spain invited

him to return to the Low Countries, and embark

in fome of her maritime towns. France made pro-

teftations of affection and regard, and offered Calais

for the fame purpcfe. The States- general fent de-

puties with a like friendly invitation. The king

refolved to accept of this laft offer. The people of

the republic bore him a cordial affection ; and poli-

tics no longer reftrained their magistrates from pro-

moting and expreffing that fentiment. As he palled

from Breda to the Hague, he was attended by nu-

merous crowds, and was received with the loudeft

acclamations; as if themfelves, not their rivals in

power and commerce, were now reftored to peace

and fecurity. The States-general in a body, and

afterwards the States of Holland apart, performed

their compliments with the greater! folemnity:

Every perfon of distinction was ambitious of being

introduced to his majefty ; all ambaffadors and pub-

lic minifters of kings, princes, or States, repaired to

him, and profeffed the joy of their mailers in his

behalf: So that one would have thought, that from

the united efforts of Christendom, had been derived

this revolution, which diffufcd every where fuch

univerfal fatisfaction.

The Enelifh fleet came in fight of Schevelins:.O Do
Montague had not waited for orders from the par-

liament ; but had perfuaded the officers, of them-

felves, to tender their duty to his majeSty. The
duke of York immediately went on board, and took

the command of the fleet as high admiral.-

When the king difembarked at Dover, he was

met by the general, whom he cordially embraced.

Never fubjecl: in fact, probably in his intentions,

had
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c ha P. had deferved better of his king and country. In

L '^ the fpace of a few months, without effufion of blood,

*6<5o. by his cautious and difinterefted conduct alone, he
had beflowed fettlement on three kingdoms, which
had long been torn with the mod violent convul-

fions : And having obftinately refufed the moll in-

viting conditions, offered him by the king as well

as by every party in the kingdom, he freely reftored

his injured mailer to the vacant throne. The king

»9thMay. entered London on the 29th of May, which was

alfo his birth-day. The fond imaginations of men
interpreted as a happy omen the concurrence of
two fuch joyful periods.

#*#*****##**#

At this sera, it may be proper to flop a moment,
and take a general furvey of the age, fo far as re-

gards manners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and

iciences. The chief ufe of hiftory is, that it affords

materials for difquifitions of this nature ; and it

feems the duty of an hiflorian to point out the pro-

per inferences and conclufions.

No people could undergo a change more fudden

Manners and entire in their manners, than did the Englifh

and arts, nation during this period. From tranquillity, con-

cord, fubmiffion, fobriety, they paffed in an inftant

to a ftate of faction, fanaticifm, rebellion, and al-

moft frenzy. The violence of the Englifh parties

exceeded any thing which we can now imagine

:

Had they continued but a little longer, there was

juft reafon to dread all the horrors of the ancient

maiTacres and profcriptions. The military ufurpers,

whole authority was founded on palpable injuilice,

and was fupported by no national party, would have

been
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been impelled by rage and defpair into fuch fangui- chap.
nary meafures ; and if thefe furious expedients had ^J^^j
been employed on one fide, revenge would naturally »*$?*

have pumed the other party, after a return of power,

to retaliate upon their enemies. No focial inter-

courfe was maintained between the parties ; no
marriages or alliances contracted. The royaiifts,

though opprefTed, harafled, perfecuted, difdained

all affinity with their mafters. The more they were

reduced to fubjection, the greater fuperiority did

they affect above thofe ufurpers, who by violence

and injuftice had acquired an afcendant over them.

The manners of the two factions were as oppofite

as thofe of the moft diftant nations. " Your
<c friends, the Cavaliers," faid a parliamentarian to

a royalift, " are very difTolute and debauched."
" True," replied the royalift, <( they have the in-

" firmities of men: But your friends, the Round-
" heads, have the vices of devils, tyranny, rebel-
« f lion, and fpiritual pride

d ." Riot and diforder,

it is certain, notwithftanding the good example fet

them by Charles I. prevailed very much among his

partifans. Being commonly men of birth and for-

tune, to whom exceffes are lefs pernicious than to

the vulgar, they were too apt to indulge themfelves

in all pleafures, particularly thofe of the table. Op-
pofition to the rigid precifenefs of their antagoniits

increafed their inclination to good fellowship;

and the character of a man of pleafure was affected

among them, as a fure pledge of attachment to the

church and monarchy. Even when ruined by con-
fifcations and fequeftrations, they endeavoured to

maintain the appearance of a carelefs and focial jol-

lity. " As much as hope is fuperior to fear," laid

a poor and merry cavalier, tf ib much is our fitua-

" tion preferable to that of our enemies. We
*' laugh while they tremble."

d Sir Philip Warwic.

10 The
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CHAP. The gloomy enthufiafm which prevailed among
L
^
L

, the parliamentary party, is furely the moft curious

5660. fpeclacle prefented by any hiftory; and the moft in-

ftructive, as well as entertaining, to a philofophical

mind. All recreations were in a manner fufpended

by the rigid feverity of the prefbyterians and inde-

pendents. Horie-races and cock-matches were

prohibited as the greater! enormities e
. Even bear-

baiting was efteemed heathenifh and unchriftian

:

The fport of it, not the inhumanity, gave offence.

Colonel Hewfon, from his pious zeal, marched with

his regiment into London, and deftroyed all the

bears, which were there kept for the diverfion of the

citizens. This adventure feems to have given birth

to the fiction of Hudibras. Though the Englifa

nation be naturally candid and fincere, hypocrify

prevailed among them beyond any example in an-

cient or modern times. The religious hypocrify, it

maybe remarked, is of a peculiar nature ; and be-

ing generally unknown to the perfon himfelf, though

more dangerous, it implies lefs falfehood than any

other fpecies of infincerity. The Old Teftamenr,

preferably to the New, was the favourite of all the

fectaries. The eaftern poetical ftyle of that com-
pofition made it more eafily fdfceptible of a turn

which was agreeable to them.

We have had occafion, in the courfe of this work,

to fpeak of many of the fects which p.evailed in

England : To enumerate them all would be impof-

fible. The quakers, however, are fo considerable,

at lead: fo fingular, as to merit fome attention ; and
as they renounced by principle the ufe of arms, they

never made fuch a figure in public tranfaclions as

to enter into any part of our narrative.

The religion of the quakers, like moft others,

began with the loweft vulgar, and, in its progrefs,

came at laft to comprehend people of better quality

e Killing no Murder.

and
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and fafhion. George Fox, born at Drayton in chap.
Lancafhire in 1614, was the founder of this feet.

,_

L
^

II

^J
He was the fon of a weaver, and was himfelf bound ^eo.

apprentice to a fhoe- maker. Feeling a ftronger

impulfe towards fpiritual contemplations than to-

wards that mechanical profeffion, he left his matter,

and went about the country cloathed in a leathern

doublet, a drefs which he long affected, as well for

its Angularity as its cheapnefs. That he might
wean himfelf from fublunary objects, he broke off

all connexions with his friends and family, and never

dwelled a moment in one place, left habit mould
beget new connexions, and deprefs the fublimity of

his aerial meditations. He frequently wandered

into the woods, and paffed whole days in hollow

trees, without company, or any other amufement
than his bible. Having reached that pitch of per-

fection as to need no other book, he foon advanced

to another ftate of fpiritual progrefs, and began to

pay lefs regard even to that divine compofition itfelf.

His own breaft, he imagined, was full of the fame
infpiration which had guided the prophets and apo-

itles themfelves ; and by this inward light mull
every fpiritual obfcurity be cleared, by this living

ipirit muft the dead letter be animated.

When he had been fufnciently confecrated in his

own imagination, he felt that the fumes of felf-ap-

plaufe foon diftipate, if not continually fupplied by
the admiration of others ; and he began to feek

profelytes. Profelytes were eafily gained, at a time

when all men's affections were turned towards reli-

gion, and when the moil extravagant modes of it

were fure to be moft popular. All the forms of

ceremony, invented by pride and oftentation, Fox
and his difciples, from a fuperior pride and often-

tation, carefully rejected : Even the ordinary rites

of civility were fhunned, as the nourilhment of car-

nal vanity and felf- conceit. They would beftow no
tides of diftinclion : The name of friend was the

only
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chap, only falutation with which they indifcriminately ac-
L*

cofted every one. To no perfon would they make
ifl6o. a bow, or move their hat, or give any figns of re-

verence. Inftead of that affected adulation, intro-

duced into modern tongues, of fpeaking to indivi-

duals as if they were a multitude, they returned to

the fimplicity of ancient languages j and tkou and
thee were the only exprefiions which, on any con-

fideration, they could be brought to employ.

Dress too, a material circumftance, diftinguifhed

the members of this fe6t. Every fuperfluity and

ornament was carefully retrenched : No plaits to

their coat, no buttons to their fleeves : No lace,

no rufles, no embroidery. Even a button to the hat,

though fometimes ufeful, yet not being always fo,

was univerfally rejected by them with horror and

deteftation.

The violent enthufiafm of this feft, like all high

pafilons, being too ftrong for the weak nerves to

fuftain, threw the preachers into convulfions, and
makings, and diftortions in their limbs ; and they

thence received the appellation of quakers. Amidffc

die great toleration which was then granted to all

feels, and even encouragement given to all innova-

tions, this icd: alone fuffered perfecution. From
the fervour of their zeal, the quakers broke into

churches, difturbed public worfhip, and haraffed

the miniiter and audience with railing and re-

proaches. When carried before a magiitrate, they

refufed him all reverence, and treated him with the

fame familiarity as if he had been their equal.

Sometimes they were thrown into mad-houfes,

fometimes into prifons : Sometimes whipped, fome-
times pilloryed. The patience and fortitude with

which they fufFered, begat companion, admiration,

efteem f
. A fupernatural fpirit was believed to

fupport

T The following ftory is told by Whitlocke, p. 599. Some quakers

ai Hafington in Northumberland coming to the miniiter on the Sab-

bath-
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fupport them under thofe fufferings, which die or- C 11 A p.

dinary (late of humanity, freed from the illufions of t

LX1L
A

pafTion, is unable to fuftain. X66o.

The quakers creeped into the army : But as they

preached univerfal peace, they feduced the military

zealots from their profeflion, and would foon, had
they been fuffered, have put an end, without any

defeat or calamity, to the dominion of the faints.

Theie attempts became a frefh. ground of perfec-

tion, and a new reafon for their progrefs among the

people.

Morals with this fed: were carried, or affected

to be carried, to the fame degree of extravagance as

religion. Give a quaker a blow on one cheek, he

held up the other : Afk his cloke, he gave you his

coat alfo : The greaceft intereft could not engage

him, in any court of judicature, to fwear even to

the truth : He never afked more for his wares than

the precife fum which he was determined to accept.

This laft maxim is laudable, and continues flill to

be religiouily obferved by that feet.

No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred to

ceremonies, forms, orders, rites, and pofitive in-

flitutions. Even baptifm and the Lord's fupper,

by all other feels believed to be interwoven with

the .very vitals of chriftianity, were difdainfully re-

jected by them. The very fabbath they profaned.

The holinefs of churches they derided ; and they

would give to thefe facred edifices no other appella-

tion than that of JJjo-ps or j-eeple-houjes. No priefts

were admitted in their feet : Every one had received

from immediate illumination a character much fu-

perior to the facerdotal. Yvrhen they met for divine

bath-day, ami {peaking to him, the people fell upon the quakers, and
almoft killed one or two of them, who goirg out fell on their knees,

and prayed God to pardon the people, who knew not what they did j

and afterwards fpeaking to the people, lb convinced them of the evil

they had done in beating them, that the country people fell a quar-
relling, and beat one another more than they had before beaten the

quakers.

worfhip,
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CHAP, -worfhip, each rofe up in his place, and delivered

i_

L
^ _
L
_, the extemporary infpirations of the Holy Ghoft:

t66o. Women alio were admitted to teach the brethren,

and were confidered as proper vehicles to convey

the dictates of the fpirit. Sometimes a great many
preachers were moved to fpeak at once: Sometimes
a total filence prevailed in their congregations.

Some quakers attempted to fail forty days in

imitation of Chriftj and one of them bravely pe-

rifhed in the experiment s
. A female quaker came

naked into the church where the protector fate ; be-

ing moved by the fpirit, as fhe faid, to appear as a
fign to the people. A number of them fancied,

that the renovation of all things had commenced,
and that clothes were to be rejected together with

other fuperrluities. The fufterings which followed

the practice of this doctrine, were a fpecies of per-

fection not well calculated for promoting it.

James Naylor was a quaker, noted for blaf-

phemy, or rather madnefs, in the time of the pro-

teftorfhip. He fancied that he himfelf was* tranf-^

formed into Chrift, and was become the real faviour

of the world ; and in confequence of this frenzy, he
endeavoured to imitate many actions of the Mefliah

related in the evangel ifts. As he bore a refem-

blance to the common pictures of Chrift ; he allow-

ed his beard to grow in a like form : He raifed a

perlbn from the dead h
: He was miniftered unto by

women ? : He entered Briftol mounted on a horfe

;

I fuppofe, from the difficulty in that place of find-

ing an afs: His difciples fpread their garments be-

fore him, and cried, " Hofannah to the higheft;
" holy, holy is the Lord God of Sabbaoth." When
carried before the magiftrate, he would give no
other anfwer to all queftions than " thou halt

£ Whitlocke, p. 624.
h Harleian Miicellany, vol. vi. p. ^99. One Dorcas Earbeny

made oath before a magiltiate, that ihe had been dead two days, and
that Naylor had brought her to life. * Id. ib,

q « faid
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<c faid it." What is remarkable, the parliament c H a p.

thought that the matter deferved their attention.
y_

* l
*_'^

Near ten days they fpent in inquiries and debates i6io.

about him k
. They condemned him to be pillory-

ed, whipped, burned in the face, and to have his

tongue bored through with a red-hot iron. All

thefe feverities he bore with the ufual patience.

So far his delufion fupported him. But the fequel

fpoiled all. He was fent to Bridewell, confined to

hard labour, fed on bread and water, and debarred

from all his difciples, male and female. His illu-

fion diffipated; and after fome time, he was con-

tented to come out an ordinary man, and return to

his ufual occupations.

The chief taxes in England, during the time of
the commonwealth, were the monthly afiefiments,

the excife, and the cuftoms. The affeiTments were

levied on perfonal eftates as well as on land ' j and
commifiioners were appointed in each county for

rating the individuals. The higheft affeiTment
fc

amounted to 120,000 pounds a-month in England;
the lowed was 35,000. The aflefifments in Scotland

were fometimes 10,000 pounds a month m
; com-

monly 6000. Thofe on Ireland 9000. At a me-
dium, this tax might have afforded about a million

a-year. The excife, during the civil wars, was
levied on bread, flefh-meat, as well as beer, ale,

ftrong- waters, and many other commodities. After

the king was fubdued, bread and fleih-meat were
exempted from excife. The cuftoms on exporta-

tion were lowered in 1656". In 1650, commif-
iioners were appointed to levy both cuftoms and
excifes. Cromwel in 1657 returned to the old prac-

tice of farming. Eleven hundred thoufand pounds
were then offered, both for cuftoms and excife, a

greater fum than had ever been levied by the com-
mitfioners*: The whole of the taxes during that

1: T!uir!oe, vol. v. y. 7CS. • Scobel, p. 419. m Thurlor,
vol. ii. p. 476. n Scobej, p. 376. ° Thorloe, vol. vi, p. 425-

Vol. VII. Z period
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c ti A r. period might at a medium amount to above two

11 •

millions a- year { a fum which, though moderate,

16C0. much exceeded the revenue of any former king p
,

Sequeflrations, compofitions, fale of crown and

church lands, and of the lands of delinquents, yield-

ed alfo confiderable fums, but very difficult to be
eftimated. Church lands are faid to have been fold

for a million q
. None of thefe were ever valued at

above ten or eleven years purchafe r
. The eftates

of delinquents amounted to above 200,000 pounds
a-year s

. Cromwel died more than two millions in

debt l

i though the parliament had left him in the

treafury above 500,000 pounds j and in ftores, the

value of 700,000 pounds".

The committee of danger in April 1648 voted

to raife the army to 40,000 men w
. The fame year,

the pay of the army was eftimated at 80,000 pounds

a-month\ The eftablifhment of the army in 1652,

was in Scotland 15,000 foot, 2580 horfe, 560 dra-

goons; in England, 4700 foot, 2520 horfe, garri-

fons6i54. In all, 31,519, befides officers y
. The

army in Scotland was afterwards confiderably re-

duced. The army in Ireland was not much fhort

of 20,000 men ; fo that upon the whole, the com-
monwealth maintained in 1652a ftanding army of

more than 50,000 meo. Its pay amounted to a

yearly fum of 1,047,715 pounds z
. Afterwards the

protector reduced the eftablifhment to 30,000 men,
as appears by the Inftrument of Government and
Humble Petition and Advice. His frequent enter-

prifes obliged him from time to time to augment
them. Richard had on foot in England an army
of 13,258 men, in Scotland <j5o6, in Ireland about

F It appears tint the late king's revenue from 1637, to the meeting
cf the long parliament, was only 900,000 pounds, of which 200,000
inay be efteemed illegal. 1 Dr. Walker, p. 14..

r Thurloe, vol. i. j>; 753. s Ibid. vol. ii. p. 4.14.
1 Ibid. vol. vii. p. 667. " World's Miftake in Olivet Cromwel

.

• Whitbckc, p. 2 .
* Ibid. p. ~S. / Journal,

ad December 1*5^". z Id. ibid.

10,000
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10,000 men*. The foot foldiers had commonly a CHAP*
(hilling a-day

b
. The horfe had two ihillings and L _

'

j
fix pence ; fo that many gentlemen and younger i66».

brothers of good family inlifted in the protector's

cavalry
c
. No wonder that fuch men were averfe

from the re-eftablifhment of civil government, by

which, they well knew, they muft be deprived of

fo gainful a profeffion.

At the time of the battle of Worcefter, the par-

liament had on foot about 8c,ooo men, partly mi-

litia, partly regular forces. The vigour of the com-
monwealth, and the great capacity of thofe members
who had affumed the government, never at any

time appeared fo confpicuous d
.

The whole revenue of the public, during the pro-

tectorihip of Richard, was eftimated at 1,868,717

pounds : His annual expences at 2,201,540 pounds.

An additional revenue was demanded from parlia-

ment e
.

The commerce and induftry of England increaf-

ed extremely during the peaceable period of Charles's

reign : The trade to the Eaft- Indies and to Guinea

became confiderable. The Englifh pofTefTed almoft

the fole trade with Spain. Twenty thoufand cloths

were annually fent to Turkey f
. Commerce met

with interruption, no doubt, from the civil wars

and convulfions which afterwards prevailed j though

it foon recovered after the eftablifhment of the com-
monwealth. The war with the Dutch, by diftreiT-

ing the commerce of fo formidable a rival, ferved

to encourage trade in England : The Spanifh war
was to an equal degree pernicious. All the effects

of the Englifli merchants, to an immenfe value,

were confiscated in Spain. The prevalence of de-

mocratical principles engaged the country gentle-

3 Journal, 6th of April 1659. b Thurloe, vol. i. p. 395,
Vol. ii. p. 414. c Gumble's Life of Monk.

d Whitlocke, p. 477.
e Journal, 7th April 1C59.

f Strafford's Letters, vol i. p. 411. 423. 430^ 467.

Z 2 men
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men to bind their fons apprentices to merchants 8
;

and commerce has ever fince been more honourable

1660. in England than in any other European kingdom.
The exclufive companies, which formerly confined

trade, were never exprefsly abolifhed by any ordi-

nance of parliament during the commonwealth;
but as men payed no regard to the prerogative

whence the charters of thefe companies were de-

rived, the monopoly was gradually invaded, and

commerce increafed by the increafe of liberty. In-

terest in 1650 was reduced to fix per cent.

The cuftoms in England, before the civil wars,

are laid to have amounted to 500,000 pounds a-

year h
: A fum ten times greater than during the

beft period in queen Elizabeth's reign : But there

is probably fome exaggeration in this matter.

The poft-houie in 1653, was farmed at 10,000
pounds a-year, which was deemed a confiderable

fum for the three kingdoms. Letters paid only

about half the preient poflage.

From 161 9 to 1638, there had been coined

6,900,042 pounds. From 1638 to 1657, the coin-

age amounted to 7,733,52.1 pounds'. Dr. Dave-
riant has told us, from the regifters of the mint,

that between 1558 and 1659, there had been coined

19,832,476 pounds in gold and filver.

The firft mention of tea, coffee, and chocolate,

is about i66o k
. Afparagus, artichoaks, colli-

ftower, and a variety of falhids, were about the

fame time introduced into England K

. . The colony of New England increafed by means
of the puritans, who fled thither, in order to free

themfelves from the conftraint which Laud and the

church party had impofed upon them •, and, before

the commencement of the civil wars, it is fuppofed

£ Clarendon. fc Lewis Robert's Treafure of Traffick.
1 H^ppy futu;e State of England. * Anderibn, vol. ii.

p. tif, J Id

to
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-to have contained 25,000 fouls'". For a like rea- c
I|ifI

F*

fon, the catholics, afterwards, who found themfelves L -.- ,*_>

expofed to many hardfhips, and dreaded ftill worfe 1660.

treatment, went over to America in great numbers,,

and fettled the colony of Maryland.

Before the civil wars, learning and the fine arts

were favoured at court, and a good tafte began to

prevail in the nation. The king loved pictures,

fometimes handled the pencil himfelf, and was a

good judge of the art. The pieces of foreign maf-

ters were bought up at a vaft price ; and the value

of pictures doubled in Europe by the emulation be-

tween Charles and Philip IV. of Spain, who were

touched with the fame elegant paffion. Vandyke
was carefTed-v and enriched at court. Inigo Jones

was mafter of the king's buildings ; though after-

wards perfecuted by the parliament, on account

of the part which he had in rebuilding St. Paul's,

and for obeying fome orders of council, by which

he was directed to pull down houfcs, in order to

make room for that edifice. Laws, who had not

been furpaffed by any mufician before him, was

much beloved by the king, who called him the fa-

ther of mufic. Charles was a good judge of writing,

and was thought by fome more anxious with regard

to purity of ltyle than became a monarch n
. Not-

withflanding his narrow revenue, and his freedom

from all vanity, he lived in fuch magnificence, that

he pofTefTed four-and-twen.ty palaces, all of them
elegantly and completely furnifhed ; infomuch that,

when he removed from one to another, he was not
obliged to tranfport any thing along with him.

Cromwel, though himfelf a barbarian, was not
infenfible to literary merit. Ufher, notwkhftand-
inghis being a bifnop, received a pcnfion from him.
Marvel and Milton were in his icrvice. Waller,

» Britifh Empire in America, vol. i. p. 372. " Uuinef.

Z 3 who
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chap. w]10 was h'ls relation, was carefied by him. The

I XII i

i_ _ '_, poet always faid, that the protector himfelf was not

j66o. fo wholly illiterate as was commonly imagined. He
gave a hundred pounds a-year to the divinity pro-

feflbr at Oxford ; and an historian mentions this

bounty as an instance of his love of literature °.

He intended to have erected a. college at Durham
for the benefit of the northern counties.

Civil wars, efpecially when founded on principles

of liberty, are not commonly unfavourable to the

arts of eloquence and compofition ; or rather, by
prefenting nobler and more interesting objects, they

amply cornpenfate that tranquillity of which they

bereave the mufes. The fpeeches of the parlia-

mentary orators during this period are of a strain

much superior to what any former age had produced

in England ; and the force and compafs of our

tongue were then first put to trial. It muft, how-
ever, be confeifed, that the wretched fanaticifm

which fo much infected the parliamentary party,

was no lefs destructive of taste and fcience, than of

all law and order. Gaiety and wit were profcribed

:

Human learning clefpifed : Freedom of inquiry de-

tefted: Cant and hypocrify alone encouraged. It

was an article positively infilled on in the prelimi-

naries to the treaty of Oxbridge, that all play-houfes

fhould for ever be abolifhed. Sir John Dave-
nant, fays Whitlocke p

, fpeaking of the year 1658,
publifhed an opera, notwithstanding the nicety

of the times. All the king's furniture was put

to fale : His pictures, difpofed of at very low

prices, enriched all the collections in Europe

:

The cartoons, when complete, were only appraif-

ed at 300 pounds, though the whole collection

of the king's curiofities was fold at above 50,000 q
.

Even the royal palaces were pulled in pieces,

• Neale's Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. iv. p. 123.
t P. 639. * Pail. Hiit. vol. xix. p. 2 3 .

and
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and the materials of them ibid. The very library C £L^-P*

and medals at St. James's were intended by the
>

-
y
-*_j

generals to be brought to auction, i» order to pay i6Cc

the arrears of ibme regiments of cavalry quartered

near London : But Selden, apprehenfive of the lofs,

engaged his friend Whitlocke, then lord-keeper

for the commonwealth, to apply for the office of

librarian. This expedient favcd that valuable col-

lection.

It is, however, remarkable, that the greateft

genius by far that (hone out in England during this

period, was deeply engaged with thefe fanatics, and
even proftituted his pen in theological controverfy,

in factious difputes, and in iuftifying the mod vio-

lent mealures of the party. This was John Milton,

whole poems are admirable, though liable to fome
objections ; his prole writings difagreeable, though

not altogether defective in genius. Nor are all his

poems equal : His Paradife Loft, his Comus, and

a few others, fhine out amidft fome flat and infipid

compositions : Even in the Paradife Loft, his capital

performance, there are very long paflages, amount-
ing to near a third of the work, almoft wholly defti-

tute of harmony and elegance, nay, of all vigour

of imagination. This natural inequality in Milton's

genius was much increafed by the inequalities in his

fubject ; of which fome parts are of themfelves the

moil lofty that can enter into human conception -

3

others would have required the moft laboured ele-

gance of compofition to fupport them. It is cer-

tain, that this author, when in a happy mood, and
employed on a noble fubje£t, is the moft wonder-
fully fublime of any poet in any language , Homer
and Lucretius and Taffo not excepted. More con-

cife than Homer, more fimple than Taffo, more
nervous than Lucretius ; had he lived in a later

age, and learned to polifh fome rudenefs in his

verfes ; had he enjoyed better fortune, and pofleffed

Jeiiure to watch the returns of genius in himfelf,

Z 4 he
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chap, he had attained the pinnacle of perfection, and borne

.
*?-*

.
away tne palm of epic poetry.

j66o. It is well known, that Milton never enjoyed in

his lifetime the reputation which he deferved. His
Paradife Loft was long neglected : Prejudices againlt

an apologift for the regicides, and againft a work
not wholly purged from the cant of former times,

kept the ignorant world from perceiving the prodi-

gious merit of that performance. Lord Somers, by

encouraging a good edition of it, about twenty

years after the author's death, firft brought it into

requelt j and Tonfon, in his dedication of a fmaller

edition, fpeaks of it as a work juft beginning to be

known. Even during the prevalence of Milton's

party, he feems never to have been much regarded

;

and Whidocke r
talks of one Milton, as he calls

him, a blind man, who was employed in tranflating

a treaty with Sweden into Latin. Thefe forms of

exprefilon are amufing to pofterity, who confider

how obfcure Whitlocke himfelf, though lord-keeper,

and ambaffador, and indeed a man of great abilities

and merit, has become in comparifon of Milton.

It is not ftrange that Milton received no encou-

ragement after the restoration : It is more to be

admired that he efcaped with his life. Many of

the cavaliers blamed extremely that lenity towards

him, which was fo honourable in the king, and fo

advantageous to pofterity. It is faid, that he had
laved Davenant's life during the protectorfhip ; and

Davenant in return afforded him like protection

after the reftoration ; being fenfible, that men of

letters ought always to regard their fympathy of tafte

as a more powerful band of union, than any differ-

ence of party or opinion as a fource of animofity.

It was during a irate of poverty, blindnefs, difgrace,

danger, and old age, that Milton compofed his

wonderful poem, which not only lurpaffed all the

f P. 633.

perform-
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performances of his cotemporaries, but all the CHA p «

compofitions which had flowed from his pen, du- ^ - \j

ring the vigour of his age and the height of his 16C0,

profperity. This circumftance is not the leaft re-

markable of all thofe which attend that great genius.

He died in 1674, aged 66.

Waller was the firft refiner of Englifh poetry,

at leaft of Engliih rhyme; but his performances ftill

abound with many faults, and, what is more mate-

rial, they contain but feeble and fuperficial beauties.

Gaiety,- wit, and ingenuity, are their ruling cha-

racter : They afpire not to the fublime ; ftill lefs to

the pathetic. They treat of love, without making
us feel any tendernefs ; and abound in panegyric,

without exciting admiration. The panegyric, how-
ever, on Cromwel, contains more force than we
ihould expect from the other compofitions of this

poet.

Waller was born to an ample fortune, was

early introduced to the court, and lived in the belt

company. He pofTefled talents for eloquence as

well as poetry ; and till his death, which happened

in a good old age, he was the delight of the houfe

of commons. The errors of his life proceeded more
from want of courage, than of honour or integrity.

He died in 1687, aged 82.

Cowley is an author extremely corrupted by the

bad tafte of his age ; but, had he lived even in the

pureft times of Greece or Rome, he muft always

have been a very indifferent poet. He had no ear

for harmony ; and his verfes are only known to be
fuch by the rhyme, which terminates them. In his

rugged untuneable numbers are conveyed fenti-

ments the moil ftrained and diftorted; long-fpun

allegories, diftant allufions, and forced conceits.

Great ingenuity, however, and vigour of thought,

fometimes break out amidft thofe unnatural concep-

tions : A few anacreontics furprife us by their eafe

and gaiety : His profe writings pleafe, by the ho-
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chap, nefty and goodnefs which they exprefs, and even by

t>_2^__, their fpleen and melancholy. This author was

16&0. much more praifed and admired during his lifetime,

and celebrated after his death, than the great Mil-

ton. He died in 1667, aged 49.

Sir John Denham, in his Cooper's Hill (for

none of his other poems merit attention), has a lof-

tinefs and vigour, which had not before him been

attained by any Englifn poet who wrote in rhyme.

The mechanical difficulties of that meafure retarded

its improvement. Shakelpeare, whole tragic fcenes

are fometimes fo wonderfully forcible and exprefiive,

is a very indifferent poet when he attempts to rhyme.

Precifion and neatnefs are chiefly wanting in Den-
ham. He died in 168 3, aged 73.

No Engliih author in that age was more cele-

brated both abroad and at home, than Hobbes : In

our time, he is much neglected : A lively inftance,

how precarious all reputations founded on reaibning

and philofophy ! A pleafant comedy, which paints

the manners of the age, and expofes a faithful

picture of nature, is a durable work, and is tranf-

mitted to the latelt pofterity. But a fyftem, whe-
ther phyfical or metaphyseal, commonly owes its

fucceis to its novelty ; and is no fooner canvafled

with impartiality than its weaknefs is difcovered.

Hobbes's politics are fitted only to promote tyranny,

and his ethics to encourage licentioufnefs. Though
an enemy to religion, he partakes nothing of the

ipirit of fcepticifm ; but is as pofitive and dogmati-

cal as if human reafon, and his reafon in particular,

could attain a thorough conviction in thefe fubjeCts.

Clearnefs and propriety of Ityle are the chief excel-

iencies of Hoboes's writings. In his own perfon he

is reprefented to have been a man of virtue j a cha-

racter no-wife furprifing, notwithftanding his liber-

tine fyftem of ethics. Timidity is the principal fault

with which he is reproached : He lived to an extreme

old age, yet couid never reconcile himfelf to the

thoughts
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thoughts of death. The boldnefs of his opinions chap.
and lentiments forms a remarkable contraft to this

v

'
t

part of his character. He died in 1679, aged 91. 1660.

Harrington's Oceana was well adapted to that

age, when the plans of imaginary republics were
the daily fubjects of debate and conversation ; and
even in our time, it is juftly admired as a work of

genius and invention. The idea, however, of a

perfect and immortal commonwealth will always be

found as chimerical as that of a perfect and immor-
tal man. The flyle of this author wants eafe and

fluency ; but the good matter, which his work con-

tains, makes compenfation. He died in 1677,
aged 66.

Harvey is entitled to the glory of having made,
by reafbning alone, without any mixture of accident,

a capital difcovery in one of the moft important

branches of fcience. He had alfo the happinefs of

eftabli filing at once this theory on the moft folid

and convincing proofs ; and posterity has added

little to the arguments fuggefted by his indultry and

ingenuity. His treatife of the circulation of the

blood is farther embellifhed by that warmth and

fpirit which lb naturally accompany the genius of
invention. This great man was much favoured by
Charles I. who gave him the liberty of ufing ail the

deer in the royal forefts for perfecting his difcoveries

on the generation of animals. It was remarked,

that no phyfician in Europe, who had reached forty

years of age, ever, to the end of his life, adopted

Harvey's doctrine of the circulation of the blood,

an3 that his practice in London diminished ex-

tremely, from the reproach drawn upon him by
that great and fignal difcovery. So (low is the pro-

s of truth in every fcience, even when not op-

pofed by factious or iuperftitious prejudices ! He
died in 1657, aged 79.

This age affords great materials for hiftory; but

did not produce any accomplished hiltorian. Cla-

rendon,
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C k A p. rendon, however, will always be efteemed an enter-
lxii. • • j j c • r

y__ ^ taming writer, even independent oi our cunofity to

1660. know the facts which he relates. His Ityle is prolix

and redundant, and fuffbcates us by the length of its

periods : But it difcovers imagination and fentiment,

and pleafes us at the fame time that we difapprove

of it. He is more partial in appearance than in

reality : For he feems perpetually anxious to apolo-

gile for the king ; but his apologies are often well

grounded. Fie is lefs partial in his relation of facts,

than in his account of characters : He was too ho-

neft a man to falfify the former; his affections were

eafily capable, unknown to himfelf, of difguifing

the latter. An air of probity and goodnefs runs

through the whole work ; as thefe qualities did in

reality embelliih the whole life of the author. He
died in 1674, aged 66.

These are the chief performances which engage

the attention of pofterity. Thofe numberlefs pro-

ductions,' with which the prefs then abounded ; the

cant of the pulpit, the declamations of party, the

fubtilties of theology, all thefe have long ago funk

in filence and oblivion. Even a writer, fuch as

Selden, whole learning was his chief excellency j or

Chillingworth. an acute difputant againft the pa-

pifts, will fcarcely be ranked among the claffics of
our language or country.
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CHARLES II.

CHAP. LXIII.

New minijiry All of Indemnity Settlement of
the revenue Trial and execution of the regicides

Dffolution of the convention Parliament

Prelacy reftored Infurretlion of the Mille-
narians Affairs of Scotland Conference at

the Savoy Arguments for and againft a compre-

benfion A new parliament Si/hops' feats

reftored Corporation ail Atl of uniformity

King's marriage Trial of Vane and
execution Prefbyterian clergy ejetled Dun-
kirk fold to the French Declaration of indul-

gence Decline of Clarendon's credit.

CHARLES II. when he attended the throne of C hap,
f
his anceftors, was thirty years of age. He LXI11,

t

poflefTed a vigorous conftitution, a fine ihape, a j$<j ,

manly figure, a graceful air ; and though his fea-

tures were harfh, yet was his countenance in the

main lively and engaging. He was in that period

of life, when there remains enough of youth to ren-

der the perfon amiable, without preventing that au-
thority and regard which attend the years of experi-

ence and maturity. Tendernels was excited by the

memory of his recent adverfities. His prefent

profperity was the objecl: rather of admiration than

of envy. And as the fudden and furprifing revo-

lution, which reftored him to his regal rights, had

alio
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c H A P. alfo reftored the nation to peace, law, order, and

L
x

', liberty ; no prince ever obtained a crown in more

i&6«. favourable circumftances, or was more bleft with

the cordial affecYion and attachment of his fubjecls.

This popularity the king, by his whole demeanor
and behaviour, was weli qualified to fupport and to

increafe. To a lively wit and quick comprehen-
sion, he united a juft underftanding, and a general

obiervation both of men and things. The eafieft

manners, the molt unaffected politenefs, the mere

engaging gaiety, accompanied his converfation and
addrefs. Accuftomed, during his exile, to live

among his courtiers rather like a companion than a

monarch, he retained, even while on the throne, that

open affability, which was capable of reconciling the

moft determined republicans to his royal dignity.

Totally devoid of refentment, as well from the na-

tural lenity as careleflnefs of his temper, he infured

pardon to the moil guilty of his enemies, and left

hopes of favour to his moft violent opponents. From
the whole tenour of his actions and difcourfe, he
feemed defirous of lofing the memory of paft animo-

fities, and of uniting every party in an affection for

their prince and their native country.
Nevrml- Into his council were admitted the moft eminent
m y * men of the nation, without regard to former dif-

tincYions : The prefoyterians, equally with the roy-

alifts, fhared this honour. Annefley was alfo created

earl of Anglefey ; Afhley Cooper lord Afhley;

Denzil Hollis lord Ilollis. The earl of Manchef-
ter was appointed lord chamberlain, and lord

Say, privy feal. Calamy and Baxter, prefbyterian

clergymen, were even made chaplains to the

king.

Admiral Montague, created earl of Sandwich,

was entitled, from his recent fervices, to great fa-

vour ; and he obtained it. Monk, created duke of

Albemarle, had performed fuch fignal fervices, that,

ic . according
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according to a vulgar and malignant obfervation, chap.
• LXIII

he ought rather to have expected hatred and ingra- L
'.

titude: Yet was he ever treated by -the king with 1660.

great marks of diftinction. Charles's difpofition,

free from jealoufy j and the prudent behaviour of

the general, who never over-rated his merits ; pre-

vented all thofe difgufts which naturally arife in (o

delicate a fituation. The capacity too of Albemarle
was not extenfive, and his parts were more folid

than Alining. Though he had diftinguifhed him-
felf in inferior Rations, he was imagined, upon fa-

miliar acquaintance, not to be wholly equal to thofe

great achievements, which fortune, united to pru-

dence, had enabled him to perform ; and he ap-

peared unfit for the court, a fcene of life to which.

he had never been accuftomed. Morrice, his friend,

was created fecretary of ftate, and was fupported

more by his patron's credit than by his own abilities

or experience.

But the choice which the king at fir ft made of

his principal minifters and favourites, was the cir-

cumftance which chiefly gave contentment to the

nation, and prognosticated future happinefs and

tranquillity. Sir Edward Hyde, created earl of
Clarendon, was chancellor and prime minifter : The
marquis, created duke of Ormond, was fteward of

the houfehold : The earl of Southampton, high

treafurer : Sir Edward Nicholas, fecretary of ftate.

Thefe men, united together in friendfhip, and com-
bining in the fame laudable inclinations, fupported

each other's credit, and purfued the interefts of the

public.

Agreeable to the prefent profperity of public

affairs, was the univerfal joy and feftivity di flufed

throughout the nation. The melancholy aufterity

of the fanatics fell into difcredit, together with their

principles. The royalifts, who had ever affected a

contrary difpofition, found in their recent fuccefs

new motives for mirth and gaiety : and it now be-

longed
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chap, longed Co them to give repute and fafhion to their

l

\, manners. From paft experience it had fufficiently

i£«o. appeared, that gravity was very diftincl from wif-

dom, formality from virtue, and hypocrify from
religion. The king himfelf, who bore a ftrong

propenfity to pleafure, ferved, by his powerful and
engaging example, to banifh thofe four and malig-

nant humours, which had hitherto engendered fuch

confufion. And though the juft bounds were un-
doubtedly pafTed, when men returned from their for-

mer extreme ; yet was the public happy in exchang-

ing vices, pernicious to fociety, for diforders, hurtful

chiefly to the individuals themfelves who were guilty

of them.

It required fome time before the feveral parts of

the ftate, disfigured by war and faction, could re-

cover their former arrangement: But the parlia-

ment immediately fell into good correfpondence with

the king ; and they treated him with the fame duti-

ful regard which had ufually been paid to his pre-

deceflbrs. Being fummoned without the king's

confent, they received, at firft, only the title of a

convention ; and it was not till he palled an acl: for

that purpofe, that they were called by the appella-

tion of parliament. All judicial proceedings, trans-

acted in the name of the commonwealth or protec-

tor, were ratified by a new law j and both houfes,

acknowledging the guilt of the former rebellion,

gratefully received, in their own name, and in that

of all the Subjects, his majefty's gracious pardon and

indemnity.
Aft of In- The king, before his reftoration, being afraid of

mty
' reducing any of his enemies to defpair, and at the

fame time unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as

had been committed, fhould receive a total impu-
nity, had exprefTed himfelf very cautioufly in his

declaration of Breda, and had promifed an indemnity

to all criminals but fuch as mould be excepted by

parliament. He now iflued a proclamation, de~

10 daring
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daring that fuch of the late king's judges as did chap.
not yield themfelves prifoners within fourteen days

t
_ ^

fhould receive no pardon. Nineteen furrendered i65<?.

themfelves : Some were taken in their flight; Others

efcaped beyond fea^

The commons feem to have been more inclined

to lenity than the lords. The upper houfe, in-

flamed by the ill ufage which they had received,

were refolved, befides the late king's judges, to ex-

cept every one who had fitten in any high court of

juftice. Nay, the earl of Briftol moved, that no
pardon might be granted to thofe who had any-wife

contributed to the king's death. So wide an ex-

ception, in which every one who had ferved the

parliament might be comprehended, gave a general

alarm ; and men began to apprehend, that this mo-
tion was the effect of fome court artifice or intrigue.

But the king foon diffipated thefe fears. He came
to the houfe of peers j and, in the mod earneft

terms, paffed the act. of general indemnity. He
urged both the necefiity of the thing, and the obli-

gation of his former promife: A promife, he faid,

which he would ever regard as facred j fince to it

he probably owed the fatisfaction, which at prefent

he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliaments

This meafure of the king's was received with great

applaufe and fatisfa&ion.

After repeated felicitations, the aft of indem-
nity panned both houfes, and foon received the royal

affent. Thofe who had an immediate hand in the

late king's death, were there excepted : Even Crom-
wel, Ireton, Bradihaw, and others now dead, were
attainted, and their eftates forfeited. Vane and
Lambert, though none of the regicides, were alfo

excepted. St. John and feventeen perfons more
were deprived of all benefit from this acl:, if they

ever accepted any public employment. AH who
h:id fitten in any illegal high court of juftice were

Vol. VII. A a difabled
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CHAP, difabled from bearing offices. Thefe were all the

v_

L
—

-

1
*j ^verities which followed fuch furious civil wars and

1660. convulfions.
Settlement The next bufinefs was the Settlement of the king's

revenue. In this work, the parliament had regard

to public freedom, as well as to the Support of the

crown. The tenures of wards and liveries had long

been regarded as a grievous burthen by the nobility

and gen cry : Several attempts had been made during

the reign of James to purchafe this prerogative, to-

gether with that ofpurveyance j and 200,000 pounds

a-year had been offered that prince in lieu of them

:

Wardfhips and purveyance had been utterly abo-

lifhed by the republican parliament : And even in

the prefent parliament, before the king arrived in

England, • a bill had been introduced, offering him
a compenfation for the emolument of thefe prero-

gatives. A hundred thoufand pounds a-year was
the fum agreed to -, and half of the excife was fet-

tled in perpetuity upon the crown as the fund

whence this revenue mould be levied. Though
that impoft yielded more profit, the bargain might
be efteemed hard; and it was chiefly the neceffity

of the king's fituation, which induced him to con-

fent to it. No requeft of the parliament, during

the prefent joy, could be refufed them.

Tonnage and poundage and the other half of

the excife were granted to the king during life. The
parliament even proceeded fo far as to vote that the

fettled revenue of the crown for all charges mould
be 1,200,000 pounds a-year ; a fum greater than

any Englifh monarch had ever before enjoyed. But
as all the princes of Europe were perpetually aug-
menting their military force, and confequently their

expence, it became requifite that England, from
motives both of honour and fecurity, fhould bear

Ibme proportion to them, and adapt its revenue to

the new fyftem of politics which prevailed. Ac-
t cording
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cording to the chancellor's computation, a charge c ha ?.

of 8co,ooo pounds a-year was at prefent requifite u -

r
,-^j

for the fleet and other articles, which formerly coft 1663.

the crown but eighty thoufand.

Had the parliament, before reftoring the king,

infilled on any farther limitations than thofe which,

the conftiturion already impofed ; befides the danger

of reviving former quarrels among parties -, it would

feem, that their precaution had been entirely fuper-

fluous. By reafon of its (lender and precarious re-

venue, the crown in effect was ftill totally depend-

ent. Not a fourth part of this fum, which feemed

requifite for public expences, could be levied with-

out confent of parliament ; and any conceffions, had

they been thought necefTary, might, even after the

reftoration, be extorted by the commons from their

neceffitous prince. This parliament mowed no in-

tention of employing at prefent that engine to any

fuch purpofes ; but they feemed ftill determined not

to part with it entirely, or to render the revenues of

the crown fixed and independent. Though they voted

in genera), that 1,200,000 pounds a year fhould be

fettled on the king, they fcarcely affigned any funds

which could yield two thirds of that fum. And they

left the care of fulfilling their engagements to the

future confideration of parliament.

In all the temporary fuppiies which they voted,

they difcovered the fame cautious frugality. To
difband the army, fo formidable in itielfj and (0

much accuftomed to rebellion and changes of go-

vernment, was necefTary for the fecurity both of

king and parliament
; yet the commons fbewed great

jealoufy in granting the fums requifite for that end.

An afleffment of 70,000 pounds a- month v

pofed ; but it was at firft voted to continue only

three months : And all the other Turns, which they

levied for that purpofe, by a poll-bill and r

aiTeflments, were ftill granted by parcels 3 as if th

A a 2



35&

CHAP.
LX1II.

Trial and
execution

of the re-

gicides.

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. .

were not, as yet, well afiured of the fidelity of the

hand to which the money was entrufted. Having
proceeded fo far in the fettlement of the nation, the

parliament adjourned itfelf for fome time.

During the recefs of parliament, the object,

which chiefly interefted the public, was the trial

and condemnation of the regicides. The general

indignation, attending the enormous crime of which

thefe men had been guijty, made their fufferings

the fubject ofjoy to the people : But in the peculiar

circumftances of that action, in the prejudices of the

times, as well as in the behaviour of the criminals,

a mind, feafoned with humanity, will find a plenti-

ful fource of companion and indulgence. Can any

one, without concern for human blindnefs and ig-

norance, confider the demeanour of general Harri-

fon, who was fnft brought to his trial ? With great

courage and elevation of fentiment, he told the

court, that the pretended crime, of which he ftood

accufed, was not a deed performed in a corner :

The found of it had gone forth to molt nations

;

and in the fingular and marvellous conduct of it

had chiefly appeared the fovereign power of heaven.

That he himfelf, agitated by doubts, had often,

with paflionate tears, offered up his addrefles to

the divine Majefty, and earneftly fought for light

and conviction : He had ftill received aflurance of

a heavenly fanction, and returned from thefe de-

vout fupplications with more ferene tranquillity and

iatisfaftion. That ail the nations of the earth were,

in the eyes of their Creator, lefs than a drop of
water in the bucket ; nor were their erroneous judg-

ments aught but darknefs, compared with divine

illuminations. That thefe frequent illapfes of the

divine fpirit he could not fufpect to be interefted

illufions ; fince he was confeious, that, for no tem-
poral advantage, would he offer injury to the pooreft

man or woman that trod upon the earth. That all

the
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the allurements of ambition, all the terrors of im- chap.
prifonment, had not been able, during the ufurpa-

Lxin -

tion of Cromwel, to fhake his fteady refolution, or ^60.
bend him to a compliance with that deceitful tyrant.

And that when invited by him to fit on the right

hand of the throne, when offered riches and fplen-

dour and dominion, he had difdainfully rejected all

temptations ; and negle&ing the tears of his friends

and family, had ftill, through every danger, held

fad his principles and his integrity.

Scot, who was more a republican than a fanatic,

had faid in thehoufe of commons, alitde before the

reftoration, that he defired no other epitaph to be
infcribed on his tomb-ftone than this ; Here lies

'Thomas Scot, who adjudged the king to death. He
fupported the fame fpirit upon his trial.

Carew, a Millenarian, fubmitted to his trial,

Javing to our Lord Jejus Chrijl his right to the go-

vernment of theje kingdoms. Some fcrupled to lay

according to form, that they would be tried by God
and their country j becaufe God was not vifibly

prefent to judge them. Others faid, that they would
be tried by the word of God.

No more than fix of the late king's judges, Har-
rifon, Scot, Carew, Clement, Jones, and Scrope,

were executed : Scrope alone, of all thofe who came
in upon the king's proclamation. He was a gentle-

man of good family and of a decent character: But
it was proved, that he had a little before, in conver-

fation, expreiled himfdf as if he were no-wife con-
vinced of any guilt in condemning the king. Axtel,

•who had guarded the high court ofjuftice, Hacker,
who commanded on the day of the king's execution,

Coke, the folicitor for the people of England, and
Hugh Peters, the fanatical preacher, who inflamed

the army and impelled them to regicide : All thefe

were tried, and condemned, and fuffered with the

king's judges. No faint or confefibr ever went to

martyrdom with more aflured confidence of heaven

A a 3 than
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chap, than was expreffed by thofe criminals, even when
I

^

XIU
\ the terrors of immediate death, joined to many in-

1660. dignities, were fet before them. The reft of the

king's judges, by an unexampled lenity, were re-

prieved i and they were difperfed into feveral pri-

fons.

Sept. 13. This punifhment of declared enemies interrupted

not the rejoicings of the court : But the death of the

duke of Glocefter, a young prince of promifing

hopes, threw a great cloud upon them. The king,

by no incident in his life, was ever fo deeply affected*

Glocefter was obferved to poffefs united the good
qualities of both his brothers: The clear judgment
and penetration of the king j the induftry and appli-

cation of the duke of York. He was alfo believed

to be affectionate to the religion and conftitution of

his country. He was but twenty years of age, .when

the fm ail -pox put an end to his life.

The princefs ofOrange having come to England,

in order to partake of the joy attending the reftora-

tion of her family, with whom fhe lived in great

friendihip, loon after fickened and died. The queen-

mother payed a vifit to her fon; and obtained his

confent to the marriage of the princefs Henrietta,

with the duke of Orleans, brother to the French
king.

Nov. 6. After a recefs of near two months, the parlia-

ment met, and proceeded in the great work of the

national fettlement. They eftablifhed the poft-of-

fice, wine licenfes, and fome articles of the revenue.

They granted more affeflments, and fome arrears,

for paying and diPoanding the army. Bufinefs being

carried on. with great unanimity, was foon difpatch-

Diflblu- ed : And after they had fitten near two months, the

co°nven-

he
^' n S' * n a fpeecri fuU of the moft gracious expreiuons,

tionpar- thought proper todiffolve them.
liauaent. This houfe of commons had been chofen during

c * 29
' the reign of the old parliamentary party ; and though

many royalifts had creeped in amongft them, yet

did
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did it chiefly confift of prefbyterians, who had not c "£***

yet entirely laid afide their old jealoufies and prin- u
*

if

ciples. Lenthal, a member, having faid, that thofe 16*0.

who firft took arms againft the king, were as guilty

as thofe who afterwards brought him to the fcaffold,

was feverely reprimanded by order of the houfe
^

and the moll violent efforts of the long parliament,

to fecure the constitution, and bring delinquents to

juftice, were in effect vindicated and applauded *.

The claim of the two houfes to the militia, the firft

ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant an ufurp-

ation, was never exprefsly refigned by this parlia-

ment. They made all grants of money with a very

fparing hand. Great arrears being due by the pro-

tector, to the fleet, the army, the navy-office, and
every branch of fervice -, this whole debt they threw

upon the crown, without eftablifhing funds Sufficient

for its payment. Yet notwithstanding this jealous

care, expreffed by the parliament, there prevails a

ftory, that Popham, having founded the difpofition

of the members, undertook to the earl of Southamp-
ton to procure, during the king's life, a grant of

two millions a-year, land tax ; a fum which, added
to the cuftoms and excife, would for ever have
rendered this prince independent of his people.

Southampton, it is faid, merely from his affection

to the king, had unwarily embraced the offer; and
it was not till he communicated the matter to the

chancellor, that he was made fenfible of its pernici-

ous tendency. It is not improbable, that fuch an
offer might have been made, and been hearkened
to ; but it is no-wife probable that all the intereft

of the court would ever, with this houfe of com-
mons, have been able to make it effectual. Claren-

don mowed his prudence, no lefs than his integrity,

in entirely rejecting it.

» Journals, vol. viii. p. 24.

A a 4 Th*
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chap. the chancellor, from the fame principles of con-

c _ _ *_, du£l, haftened to difband the army. When the

1660. king reviewed thefe veteran troops, he was ftruck

with their beauty, order, difcipline, and martial ap-

pearance ; and being fenfible, that regular forces are

moft neceflary implements of royalty, he expreffed a

defire of finding expedients ftiil to retain them.

Bur his wife minifler fet before him the dangerous

fpiric by which thefe troops were actuated, their en-

thufuinc genius, t! ts of rebellion and mu-
t-ny ; and he convinced the king, that, till they

were difoanded, lie never could eiteem himfelf fe-

curely eftablifhed on his throne, No more troops

were retained than a few guards and garrifons, about

jooo horfe, and 4000 foot. This was the firit ap-

pearance, under the monarchy, of a regular ftand-

ing army in this ifland. Lord Mordaunt faid, that

the king, being pofTefied of that force, might now
look upon himfelf as the molt confiderable gentleman

in England \ The fortifications of Gloucefter, Taun-
ton, and other towns, which had made refinance to

the king during the civil wars, were demoliih-

ed.

Clarendon not only behaved with wifdom and

juftice in the office of chancellor : All the counfels,

which he gave the king, tended equally to promote

the interelf. of prince and people. Charles, accuf-

tomed in his exile to pay entire deference to the

judgment of this faithful fervant, continued ftill

to iubmit to his direction •, and for fome time no

minifler was ever pofTeffed of more abiblute autho-

rity. He modei ated the forward zeal of the roy-

alifts, and tempered their appetite for revenge. With
the oppoiue party, he endeavoured to prelerve invio-

late all the king's engagements : He kept an exact

f King James's Memoes. This prince fays, thnt Venner's infur-

reelion furnUhed a leafon or pretence tor keeping up the guards, which
we.s intended at firft to have been difbanded with die reft of the army,

regiftcr



CHARLES II. 361

regifter of the promifes which had been made for c ha p.

any fervice, and he employed all his induftry to
,__ - _*_j

fulfil them. This good minifter was now nearly 1660.

allied to the royal family. His daughter, Ann
Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accomplifhments,

had hearkened, while abroad, to the addreffes of

the duke of York, and, under promife of marriage,

had fecretiy admitted him to her bed. Her preg-

nancy appeared foon after the reftoration ; and

though many endeavoured to difTuade the king from

confenting to fo unequal an alliance, Charles, in pity

to his friend and minifter, who had been ignorant of

thefe engagements, permitted his brother to marry
her u

. Clarendon exprefled great uneafinefs at the

honour which he had obtained j and faid, that, by
being elevated fo much above his rank, he thence

dreaded a more fudden downfal.

Most circumftances of Clarendon's adminiftra- Prelacy

tion have met with applaufe : His maxims alone in reftored «

the conduct of ecclefiaftical politics have by many
been deemed the effect of prejudices narrow and
bigoted. Had the jealoufy of royal power prevailed

fo far with the convention parliament, as to make
them reftore the king with ftrict limitations, there

is no queftion but the eftablifhment of prefbyterian

difcipline had been one of the conditions moft
rigidly infilled on. Not only that form of ecclefi-

aftical government is more favourable to liberty

than to royal power : It was likewife, on its own
account, agreeable to the majority of the houfe of
commons, and fuited their religious principles.

But as the impatience of the people, the danger of
delay, the general difguft towards faction, and the

authority of Monk, had prevailed over that jealous

project of limitations, the full fettlement of the hi-

erarchy, together with the monarchy, was a necef-

f&ry and infallible confequence. All the royalifts

King James's Memoirs.

were
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' were zea^ous f°r tnat m°de °f religion
;
the merits

t_ -
y
_ '_j of the epifcopal clergy towards the king, as well as

166 i, their fufferings on that account, had been great;

the laws which eftablifhed bifhops and the liturgy

were as yet unrepealed by legal authority ; and any

attempt of the parliament, by new acts, to give the

fuperiority to prefbyterianifm, had been fufficient to

involve the nation again in blood and confufion.

Moved by thefe views, the commons had wifely

poftponed the examination of all religious contro-

verfy, and had left the fettlement of the church to

the king and to the ancient laws.

The king at firft ufed great moderation in the

execution of the laws. Nine bifhops ftill remained

alive; and thefe were immediately reftored to their

fees : All the ejected clergy recovered their livings

:

The liturgy, a form of worfhip decent, and not

without beauty, was again admitted into the

churches : But, at the fame time, a declaration was
iflued, in order to give contentment to the prefby-

terians, and preferve an air of moderation and neu-

trality
w

. In this declaration, the king promifed

that he would provide fuffragan bifhops for the larger

diocefes; that the prelates mould, all of them, be

regular and conftant preachers ; that they mould
not confer ordination, or exercife any jurifdiction,

without the advice and affiftance of prefbyters, cho-

fen by the diocefe 5 that fuch alterations mould be
made in the liturgy as would render it totally unex-
ceptionable j that, in the mean time, the ufe of
that mode of worfhip mould not be impofed on
fuch as were unwilling to receive it -, and that the

furplice, the crofs in baptifm, and bowing at the

name of Jefus, mould not be rigidly infifted on.

This declaration was iflued by the king as head of
the church ; and he plainly afflimed, in many parts

of it, a legiflative authority in ecclefiaftical matters.

w Pari. Hift. vol. xxiii. p. 173.

But
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But the Englifh government, though more exactly c
L5£j

P'

defined by late contefts, was not as yet reduced, in L _ _ *_,

every particular, to the ftrict limits of law. And 1660.

if ever prerogative was juftifiably employed, it

feemed to be on the prefent occafion, when all parts

of the (late were torn with pad convulfions, and re-

quired the moderating hand of the chief magistrate

to reduce them to their ancient order.

But though thefe appearances of neutrality were

maintained, and a mitigated epifcopacy only feemed

to be infifted on, it was far from the intention of

the miniftry always to preferve like regard to the

prefbyterians. The madnefs of the fifth monarchy-

men afforded them a pretence for departing from

it. Venner, a defperate enthufiaft, who had often infurrec-

confpired againft Cromwel, having, by his zealous ^°" of t,,ft

lectures, inflamed his own imagination and that of
ria„ s

e

.

na~

his followers, ifiued forth at their head into the

ftreets of London. They were to the number of

fixty, completely armed, believed themfelves invul-

nerable and invincible, and firmly expected the fame
fuccefs which had attended Gideon and other heroes

of the Old Teftament. Every one at firft fled be-

fore them. One unhappy man, who, being ques-

tioned, faid, £f He was for God and King Charles,'*

was inftantly murdered by them. They went tri-

umphantly from ftreet to ftreet, every where pro-

claiming king Jefus, who, they faid, was their in-

visible leader. At length the magiftrates, having *

afTembled fome train-bands, made an attack upon
them. They defended themfelves with order, as

well as valour ; and, after killing many of the affail-

ants, they made a regular retreat into Cane-^ood,
near Hampftead. Next morning they were chafed

thence by a detachment of the guards; but they

ventured again to invade the city, which was not

prepared to receive them. After committing great

diforder, and traverfing almoft every ftreet of that

immenfe
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immenfe capital, they retired into a houfe, which

they were refolute to defend to the laft extremity.

Being furrounded, and the houfe untiled, they were

fired upon from every fide; and they {till refufed

quarter. The people rufhed in upon them, and

feized the few who were alive. Thefe were tried,

condemned, and executed ; and to the laft they per-

lilted in affirming, that if they were deceived, it

was the Lord that had deceived them.

Clarendon and the miniftry took occafion,

from this infurrection, to infer the dangerous fpirit

of the prefbyterians, and of all the fectaries: But the

madnefs of the attempt fufficiently proved, that it

had been undertaken by no concert, and never

could have proved dangerous. The well-known

hatred, too, which prevailed between the prefbyte-

rians and the other fedfts, fhould have removed the

former from all fufpicion of any concurrence in the

enterprife. But as a pretence was wanted, bef. s

their old demerits, for juftifying the intended ri-

gours againft all of them, this reafon, however
as greedily laid hold of.

Affairs in Scotland hafrencd with ftill criicker

Iteps than thofe in England towards a fertlement

and a compliance with the king. It was ted

in the Lngliih council, whether that nation fhould

be reftored to its liberty, or whether the : ecl-

ed by Cromwel fhould not ftill be upheld, in order

to curb the mutinous fpirit by which the Scots in all

ages had been fo much governed. Lauderdale,

who, from the battle of Worcefter to the reftora-

tion, had been detained prifoner in the Tower, had
conliderable influence with the king; and he ftrenu-

oufly oppoied this violent meafure. Lie reprefented,

that it was the loyalty of the Scottifh nation which
had engaged them in an oppofition to the Englifh
rebels ; and to take advantage of the calamities into

v.hich, on that account, they had fallen^ would be

regarded
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regarded as the higheft injuftice and ingratitude: chap.
That the fpirit of that people was now fully fubdued ^__Jj
by the fervitude under which the ufurpers had fo 1660.

long held them, and would of itfelf yield to any

reafonable compliance with their legal fovereign, if,

by this means, they recovered their liberty and in-

dependence : That the attachment of the Scots to-

wards the king, whom they regarded as their native

prince, was naturally much ftronger than that of

the Engliih ; and would afford him a fure refource,

in cafe of any rebellion among the latter : That re-

publican principles had long been, and ftill were,

very prevalent with his fouthern fubje&s, and might
again menace the throne with new tumults and re-

finance : That the time would probably come,
when the king, inftead of defiring to fee Englifh.

garrifons in Scotland, would be better pleafed to

have Scottifh garrifons in England, who, fupported

by Englifh pay, would be found to curb the feditious

genius of that opulent nation : And that a people,

fuch as the Scots, governed by a few nobility,

would more eafily be reduced to fubmilTion under

monarchy, than one like the Englifh, who breathed

nothing but the fpirit of democratical equality.

These views induced the king to difband all the * 6^.

forces in Scotland, and to raze all the forts which ^an '

had been erected. General Middleton, created earl

of that name, was fent commiffioner to the parlia-

ment, which was fummoned. A very compliant

fpirit was there difcovered in all orders of men.
The commiffioner had even furHcient influence to

obtain an aft, annulling, at once, all laws which

had palled fince the year 1633, on pretext of the

violence which, during that rime, had been em-
ployed againft the king and his father, in order to

procure their affent to thefe ftatutes. This was a

very large, if not an unexampled conceffion ; and,

together with many dangerous limitations, over-

threw
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chap, threw fome ufeful barriers which had been erected
lxih.

tQ t jie con fti tut ion . But the tide was now running

x66i. ftrongly towards monarchy ; and the Scottifh nation

plainly difcovered, that their paft refiftance had
proceeded more from the turbulence of their arifto-

cracy, and the bigotry of their ecclefiaftics, than

from. any fixed paffion towards civil liberty. The
lords of articles were reftored, with fome other

branches of prerogative; and royal authority, for-

tified with more plaufible claims and p-etences, was,

in its full extent, re-eftablifhed in that kingdom.

The prelacy likewife, by the abrogating of every

flan:"" enacted in favour of prefbytery, was there-

by tacitly reftored ; and the king deliberated what

life he fhould make of this concefiion. Lauderdale,

who at bottom was a paffionate zealot againft epif-

copacy, endeavoured to perfuade him, that the

Scots, if gratified in this favourite point of ecclefi-

aftical government, would, in every other demand,
be entirely compliant with the king. Charles,

though he had no fuch attachment to prelacy as had

influenced his father and grandfather, had fuffered

fuch indignities from the Scottifh preibyterians, that

he ever after bore them a hearty averfion. He faid

to Lauderdale, that prefbyterianifm, he thought,

was not a religion for a gentleman ; and he could

not confent to its farther continuance in Scotland.

Middleton too and his other minifters perfuaded

him, that the nation in general was fo difgufted

with the violence and tyranny of the ecclefiaftics,

that any alteration of church government would be

univerfally grateful. And Clarendon, as well as

Ormond, dreading that the prefbyterian feci, if le-

gally eftablifhed in Scotland, would acquire autho-

rity in England and Ireland, feconded the applica-

tion of thefe minifters. The refolution was there-

fore taken to reftore prelacy ; a meafure afterwards

attended with many and great inconveniencies : But
whether
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whether in this refolution Charles chofe not thelefier cA^jP *

evil, it is very difficult to determine. Sharp, who ._ . _
'

}

had been commiffioned by the prefbyterians in 1661.

Scotland to manage their interefts with the king,

was perfuaded to abandon that party j and, as a

reward for his compliance, was created archbifhop

of St. Andrews. The conduct of ecclefiaftical

affairs was chiefly entrufted to him ; and as he was

efteemed a traitor and a renegade by his old friends,

he became on that account, as well as from the

violence of his conduct, extremely obnoxious to

them.

Charles had not promifed to Scotland any fuch.

indemnity as he had enfured to England by the de-

claration of Breda : And it was deemed mo're

political for him to hold over men's heads, for fome
time, the terror of punifhment, till they mould
nave made the requifite compliances with the new
government. Though neither the king's temper
nor plan of adminiflration led him to feverity, fome
examples, after fuch a bloody and triumphant rebel-

lion, feemed neceflfaryj and the marquis of ArgyJe,

and one Guthry, were pitched on as the victims.

Two acts of indemnity, one paiTed by the late king

in 1 641, another by the prefent. in 1651, formed,

it was thought, invincible obftacles to the punifh-

ment of Argyle j and barred all inquiry into that

part of his conduct which might juftly be regarded

as the moil exceptionable. Nothing remained but

to try him for his compliance with the ufurpation

;

a crime common to him with the whole nation, and
fuch a one as the molt loyal and affectionate fubject

might frequently by violence be obliged to commit.
To make this compliance appear the more volun-

tary and hearty, theie were produced in court, let-

ters which he had written to Albermarle, while that

general commanded in Scotland, and which con-

tained expreflions of the molt cordial attachment to

the eftablifhed government. But befkles the general

indignation
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chap, indignation excited by Albermarle's difcovery of

L
X IT

'^ this private correfpondence, men thought, that even.

16*1. the highest demonstrations of affection might, du-

ring jealous times, be exacted as a neceffary mark of

compliance from a perfon of iuch distinction as Ar-
gyle, and could not, by any equitable conftructionj

imply the crime of treafon. The parliament, how-
ever, fcrupled not to pafs fentence upon him ; and

he died with great constancy and courage. As he

was univerfally known to have been the chief instru-

ment of the paft diforders and civil wars, the irre-

gularity of his fentence, and feveral iniquitous

circumstances in the method of conducting his trial,

feemed, on that account, to admit of fome apology.

Lord Lome, fon of Argyle, having ever preferved

his loyalty, obtained a gift of the forfeiture. Guthry
was a feditious preacher, and had perfonally affront-

ed the king: His punifhment gave furprife to no
body. Sir Archibald Johnftone of Warrifton was"

attainted and fled ; but was feized |n France about

two years after, brought over, and executed. He
had been very active during all the late diforders,

and was even lufpected of a fecret correfpondence

with the Englifh regicides.

Besides thefe instances of compliances in the

Scottifh parliament, they voted an additional reve-

nue to the king of 40,000 pounds a-year, to be

levied by way of excife. A imall force was pur-

pofed to be maintained by this revenue, in order to

prevent like confufions with thofe to which the

kingdom had been hitherto expofed. An act was
alfo pasTed, declaring the covenant unlawful, and

its obligation void and null.

In England, the civil distinctions feemed to be
abolifhed by the lenity and equality of Charles's ad-

ministration. Cavalier and Round- head were heard

of no more : AH men feemed to concur in submit-

ting to the king's lawful prerogatives, and in cherifh-

ing the just privileges of the people- and of parliament.

10 Theo-
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Theological controverfy alone ftill fubfiftecT, and c hap.
• LXIII

kept alive fome fparks of that flame which had
f

'_

[^
thrown the nation into combuftion. While catho- 1661.

lies, independents, and other fectaries, were con-

tent with entertaining fome profpect of toleration ;

prelacy and prefbytery lTruggied for the luperiority,

and the hopes and fears of both parties kept them in

agitation. A conference was held in the Savoy be- Confer-

tween twelve bifhops and twelve leaders among the ence at

preibyterian minifters, with an intention, at lead on m^K'!*,
pretence, of bringing about an accommodation be-

tween the parties. The furplice, the crofs in bap-
tifm, the kneeling at the facrament, the bowing at

the name of Jefus, were anew canvafled ; and the

ignorant multitude were in hopes that fo many men
of gravity and learning could not fail, after delibe-

rate argumentation, to agree in all points of contro-

verfy : They were furprifed to fee them feparate more
inflamed than ever, and more confirmed in their fe-

veral prejudices. To enter into particulars would be
fuperfluous. Difputes concerning religious forms

are, in themfelves, the mod frivolous of any ; and
merit attention only fo far as they have influence on
the peace and order of civil fociety.

The king's declaration had promifed, that fome
endeavour mould be ufed to effect a comprehenfion

of both parties ; and Charles's own indifference with

regard to all fuch queftions feemed a favourable cir-

cumftance for the execution of that project. The Argu-

partifans of a comprehenfion faid, that the prefbv- mc? ts f
?rA

11 1 1 /l l • til' andagainft
tenans, as well as the prelatiits, having felt by ex- a ComPre-
perience the fatal effects of obftinacy and violence, henfion.

were now well difpofed towards an amicable agree-

ment: That the bifhops, by relinquifhing fome
part of their authority, and difpenfing with the moil

exceptionable ceremonies, would fo gratify their

adverfaries as to obtain their cordial and affectionate

compliance, and unite the whole nation in one faith

and one worfhip : That by obftinately "infilling on

Vol, VII. B b forms,
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c h a P. forms, in themfelves infignificant. an air of im-
lx in i

, <
_V portance was bellowed on them, and men were;

i'Ui. taught to continue equally obftinate in rejecting

them : That the prefbyterian clergy would go every

reasonable length, rather than, by parting with their

livings, exppfe themfelves to a ftate of beggary,

at beft of dependence : And that if their pride

were flattered by fome feeming alterations, and a

pretence 'given them for affirming that they had not

abandoned their former principles, nothing farther

was wanting to produce a thorough union between

thofe two parties, which comprehended the bulk of

the nation.

It was alleged on the other hand, that the dif-

ference between religious fects was founded, not on
principle, but on paffion ; and till the irregular

affections of men could be corrected, it was in vain

to expect, by compliances, to obtain a perfect

unanimity and comprehenfion : That the more
infignificant the objects of difpute appeared, with

the more certainty might it be inferred, that the

real ground of diflenfion was different from that

which was univerfally pretended : That the love

of novelty, the pride of argumentation, the plea-

fure of making profelytes, and the obftinacy of

contradiction, would for ever give rife to fects and

difputes ; nor was it poffible that fuch a fource of

diffenfion could ever, by any conceffions, be en-

tirely exhaufted : That the church, by departing

from ancient practices and principles, would tacitly

acknowledge herfelf guilty of error, and lofe that

reverence, (6 requifite for preferving the attachment

of the multitude : And that if the prefent concef-

fions (which was more than probable) fiiould prove

ineffectual, greater muft (till be made j and in the

iilue, difciplme would be deipoiled of all its author
ri:y, and worfhip of all its decency, without ob-
taining that end which had been fo fondly fought

for by thefc dangerous indulgences.

TH£
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The miniftry were inclined to give the prefer- c H A p *

ence to the latter arguments; and were the more ^^ __'^

confirmed in that intention by the difpoiition which 1661.

appeared in the parliament lately affembled. The
royalifts and zealous churchmen were at prefent the

popular party in the nation, and, feconded by the

efforts of the court, had prevailed in mod elections.

Not more than fifty- fix members of the prefbyte- Anew
rian party had obtained feats in the lower houfe*; padja-

and thefe were not able either to oppofe or retard X th May*
the meafures of the majority. Monarchy, therefore,

and epifcopacy, were now exalted to as great power
and fplendour as they had lately fuffered mifery and
depreffion. Sir Edward Turner was chofen fpeaker.

An act was paffed for the fecurity of the king's

perfon and government. To intend or devife the

•king's imprifonment, or bodily harm, or depofition,

or levying war againft him, was declared, during the

lifetime of his prefent majefty, to be high treafon.

To affirm him to be a papift or heretic, or to endea-

vour by fpeech or writing to alienate his fubjects'

affections from him ; thefe offences were made fuffi-

cient to incapacitate the perfon guilty from holding

any employment in church or date. To maintain

that the long parliament is not diffolved, or that either

or both houfes, without the king, are pofTeffed of le-

giflative authority, or that the covenant is binding,

was- made punifhable by the penalty of premunire.

The covenant itfelf, together with the act for

erecting the high court of juftice, that for fubferib-

ing the engagement, and that for declaring England
a commonwealth, were ordered to be burnt by the

hands of the hangman. The people affiled with

great alacrity on this occafion.-

The abufes of petitioning in the preceding reign

had been attended with the worft confequences ; and

to prevent fuch irregular practices for the future, ic

* Carte's Anfwer to the Byftaruler, p. 79.

B b 2 was



372 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
CHAP. was enacted, that no more than twenty hands mould

^^]
U

'_t
be fixed to any petition, unlefs with the fan£tion of

j66i. three juftices, or the major part of the grand jury;

and that no petition mould be prefented to the king

or either houfe by above ten perfons. The penalty

annexed to a tranfgreffion of this law was a fine

of a hundred pounds and three months imprifon-

ment.

Bifhops' The bifliops,' though reftored to their fpiritual

feats re- authority, were ftill excluded from parliament by

the law which the late king had parTed immediately

before the commencement of the civil diforders.

Great violence, both againft the king and the houfe

of peers, had been employed in palling this law

;

and on that account alone, the partifans of the church

were provided with a plaufible pretence for repealing

it. Charles expreffed much fatisfaction, when he gave

his afTent to the acl: for that purpofe. It is certain,

that the authority of the crown, as well as that of the.

church, was interefted in reftoring the prelates to

their former dignity. But thole who deemed every

acquifition of the prince a detriment to the people,

were apt to complain of this inftance of complaifance

in the parliament.

i-oth Nov. After an adjournment of fome months, the

parliament was again alfembled, and proceeded in

the fame fpirit as before. They difcovered no de-

iign of reftoring, in its full extent, the ancient pre-

rogative of the crown : They were only anxious to

repair all thofe breaches, which had been made, not

by the love of liberty, but by the fury of faction

and civil war. The power of the fword had, in all

ages, been allowed to be veiled in the crown ; and

though no law conferred this prerogative, every

parliament, till the laft of the preceding reign, had
willingly fubmitted to an authority more ancient,

and therefore more facred, than that of any pofitive

ftatute. It was now thought proper folemnly to

relinquifl* the violent pretenfions of that parlia-

ment,
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merit, and to acknowledge, that neither one houfe, chap.
nor both houfes, independent of the king, were ^
poffefTed of any military authority. The preamble 1661.

to this ftatute went fo far as to renounce all right

even of defenfive arms againft the king; and much
obfervation has been made with regard to a concef-

fion efteemed fo fingular. Were thefe terms taken

in their full literal fenfe, they imply a total renunci-

ation of limitations to monarchy, and of all privi-

leges in the fubjeit, independent of the will of the

fbvereign. For as no rights can fubfift without

fome remedy, ltill lefs rights expofed to fo much
invafion from tyranny, or even from ambition -, if

fubjects muft never refill, it follows, that every

prince, without any effort, policy, or violence, is

at once rendered abfolute and uncontrollable : The
fbvereign needs only iffue an edict, abolifhing every

authority but his own ; and all liberty, from that

moment, is in effect annihilated. But this meaning

it were abfurd to impute to the prefent parliament,

who, though zealous royalifts, fhowed in their mea-
fures, that they had not call off all regard to na-

tional privileges. They were probably fenfible, that

to fuppofe in the fovereign any fuch invafion of

public liberty is entirely unconstitutional ; and that

therefore exprefsly to referve, upon that event, any

right of refinance in the fubject muft be liable to the

fame objection. They had feen that the long par-

liament, under colour of defence, had begun a vio-

lent attack upon kingly power ; and, after involving

the kingdom in blood, had finally loft that liberty

for which they had fo imprudently contended.

They thought, perhaps erroneoufly, that it was no
longer pofiible, after fuch public and fuch exorbi-

tant pretenfions, to perievere in that prudent filence

hitherto maintained by the laws; and that it was
necefifary, by fome pofitive declaration, to bar the

return of like inconveniencies. When they ex-

cluded, therefore, the right of defence, they fup-

B b 3 pofed,
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c h a P. pofed, that the conftitution remaining firm upon its

t^^j bafis, there never really could be an attack made by

i66r. the fovereign. If fuch an attack was at any time

made, the necefllty was then extreme: And the cafe

.of extreme and violent necefllty, no laws, they

thought, could comprehend; becaufe to fuch a

necefllty no laws could beforehand point out a pro-

per remedy.

The other meafures of this parliament ftill dif-

covered a more anxious care to guard againft rebel-

lion in the fubject than encroachments in the

crown : The recent evils of civil war and ufurpation

had naturally increafed the fpirit of fubmifllon to

the monarch, and had thrown the nation into that
Corpora, dangerous extreme. During the violent and jealous

government of the parliament and of the protectors,

all magiftrates, liable to fufpicion, had been ex-

pelled the corporations -, and none had been ad-

mitted, who gave not proofs of affection to the

ruling powers, or who refilled to fubfcribe the

covenant. To leave all authority in fuch hands
ieemed dangerous ; and the parliament, therefore,

empowered the king to appoint commiflioners for

regulating the corporations, and expelling fuch ma-
giftrates as either intruded themfelves by violence,

or profefled principles dangerous to the conftitu-

tion, civil and ecclefiaftical. It was alfo enacted, that

all magiftrates fhould difclaim the obligation of the

covenant, and fhould declare, both their belief, that

it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to

refift the king, and their abhorrence of the traiterous

ppfition of taking arms by the king's authority

againft his perfon, or againft thofe who were com-
mifiioned by him.

i6 6z. The care of the church was no lefs attended

vnrfor
to

'

D^ t ' 1 ' s Parf' ameni:
5
tnan tnat °f monarchy; and

r.my. the bill of uniformity was a pledge of their fincere

attachment to the epifcopal hierarchy, and of their

antipathy to prefbyterianifm. Different parties,

however,
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however, concurred in promoting this bill, which c
Lym

P "

contained many fevere claufes. The independents ^ '_,

and other fectaries, enraged to find all their fchemes I66t.

fubverted by the prefbyterians, who had once been

their aflbciates, exerted themfelves to difappoint

that party of the favour and indulgence, to which,

from their recent merits in promoting the restora-

tion, they thought themfelves juftly entitled. By
the prefbyterians, faid they, the war was railed :

By them was the populace firft incited to tumults

:

By their zeal, intereft, and riches, were the armies

fupported : By their force was the king fubdued:

And if, in the fequel, they protefted againfb thofe

extreme violences, committed on his perfon by the

military leaders, their oppofition came too late,

after having fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power

and the pretences, by which they maintained their

fanguinary meafures. They had indeed concurred

with the royaliits in recalling the king : But ought

they to be efteemed, on that account, more affec-

tionate to the royal caufe ? Rage and animofity,

from difappointed ambition, were plainly their fole

motives ; and if the king mould now be fo impru-

dent as to diftinguifh them by any particular indul-

gences, he would foon experience from them the

fame hatred and oppofition which had proved fo

fatal to his father.

The catholics, though they had little intereft in

the nation, were a confiderable party at court;

and from their fervices and fufferings during the

civil wars, it feemed but juft to bear them fome
favour and regard. Thefe religionifts dreaded an

entire union among the protefbnts. Were they

the fole nonconformists in the nation, the fevere

execution of penal laws upon their fed: feemed an
infallible confequence ; and they ufed, therefore, all

their intereft to pufh matters to extremity againft

the prefbyterians, who had formerly been their

B b 4 moil
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CHAP, mod fevere opprefTors, and whom they now ex-

^
xnL

petted for their companions in affliction. The
j66i. earl of Briftol, who, from conviction, or intereft,

or levity, or complaifance, for the company with

whom he lived, had changed his religion during

the king's exile, was regarded as the head of this

party.

The church party had, during fo many years,

fuffered fu'ch injuries and indignities from the (ec-

taries of every denomination, that no moderation,

much lefs deference, was on this occafion to be

e:;ptc~ted in the ecclefiaftics. Even the laity of

that communion feemed now difpofed to retaliate

upon their enemies, according to the ufual meafures

of party juftiee. This && or faction (for it par-

took of both) encouraged the rumours of plots

and confpiracies againft the government 3 crimes

which, without any apparent reafon, they imputed

to their adverfaries. And inftead of enlarging the

terms of communion, in order to comprehend the

prefbyterians, they gladly laid hold of the pre-

judices; which prevailed among that feet, in

order to eject them from their livings. By
the bill of uniformity it was required that every

clergyman mould be re-ordained, if he had not

before received epifcopal ordination ; mould declare

his aflent to every thing contained in the Book of

Common Prayer ; fhould take the oath of canonical

obedience ; mould abjure the folemn league and

covenant •> and fhould renounce the principle of

taking arms, on any pretence whatfoever, againft

the king.

This bill reinftated the church in the fame
condition in which it flood before the com-
mencement of the civil wars ; and as the old

perfecting laws of Elizabeth ftill fubfifted in

their full rigour, and new claufes of a like na-

ture were now enacted, all the king's promifes

1 of
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of toleration and of indulgence to tender con- C
L^A P *

fciences were thereby eluded and broken. It is '_,

true, Charles, in his declaration from Breda, had 1662.

exprefled his intention of regulating that indulgence

by the advice and authority of parliament: But

this limitation could never reafonably be extended

to a total infringement and violation of his engage-

ments. However, it is agreed, that the king did

not voluntarily concur with this violent meafure,

and that the zeal of Clarendon and of the church

party among the commons, feconded by the intrigues

of the catholics, was the chief caufe which extorted

his confent.

The royalifts, who now predominated, were very

ready to fignalize their victory, by eftablifhing thofe

high principles of monarchy which their antagonists

had controverted : But when any real power or

revenue was demanded for the crown, they were

neither lb forward nor fo liberal in their concefllons

as the king would gladly have wiihed. Though the

parliament pafied laws for regulating the navy, they

took no notice of the army ; and declined giving

their fanftion to this dangerous innovation. The
king's debts were become intolerable ; and the com-
mons were at laft conftrained to vote him an ex-

traordinary fupply of 1,200,000 pounds, to be levied

by eighteen monthly aflfefiments. But befides that

this fupply was much inferior to the occafion, the

king was obliged earneftly to folicit the commons,
before he could obtain it ; and, in order to con-

vince the houfe of its abfolute neceffity, he defired

them to examine ftrictly into all his receipts and
difDurfements. Finding likewife upon inquiry, that

the feveral branches of revenue fell much fhort of

the fums expected, they at laft, after much delay,

voted a new impofition of two millings on each

hearth ; and this tax they fettled on the king during

life. The whole eftablifhed revenue, however, did

not.
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chap. n0^ for many years, exceed a million y

; a fum

L i

_
'

,
confeffedly too narrow for the public expences. A

1662. very rigid frugality at lead, which the king feems

to have wanted, would have been requisite to make
it fuffice for the dignity and fecurity of government.

19th May. After all bufinels was difpatched, the parliament

was prorogued.
Kings Befop.e the parliament rofe, the court was em-
marriage.

p]ovecj \n making preparations for the reception of

the new queen, Catherine of Portugal, to whom the

king was betrothed, and who had juft landed at

Portfmouth. During the time that the protector

carried on the war with Spain, he was naturally led

to fupport the Portuguefe in their revolt ; and he

engaged himfelf by treaty to fuppiy them with

10,000 men for their defence againfl the Spaniards.

On the king's reftoration, advances were made by

Portugal for the renewal of the alliance ; and in

order to bind the friendfnip clofer, an offer was

made of the Portuguefe princefs, and a portion of

500,000 pounds, together with two fortrefles, Tan-
giers in Africa, and Bombay in the Eaft Indies.

Spain, who, after the peace of the Pyrenees, bent

all her force to recover Portugal, now in appearance

abandoned by France, took the alarm, and endea-

voured to fix Charles in an oppofite intereft. The
catholic king offered to adopt any other princefs as

a daughter of Spain, either the princefs of Parma,
or, what he thought more popular, fome proteftant

princefs, the daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or

Orange : And on any of thefe he promifed to con-

fer a dowry equal to that which was offered by Por-
tugal. But many reafons inclined Charles rather to

accept of the Portuguefe propofals. The great

diforders in the government and finances of Spain
made the execution of her promifes be much

y D'Eftrades, 25th of July 1661. Mr. Ralph's Hiitory, vol. i.

r>. 176.

doubted $
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doubted : and die king's urgent necefTities demanded c H A p.
> > r LXIII

fome immediate fupply of money. The intereft or L _'_j

the Englifh commerce likewife Teemed to require 1662.

that the independency of Portugal fhould be fup-

ported, left the union of that crown with Spain

fhould put the whole treafures of America into the

hands of one potentate. The claims too of Spain

upon Dunkirk and Jamaica rendered it impoffible,

without farther conceffions, to obtain the cordial

friendfhip of that power : And on the other hand,

the offer, made by Portugal, of two fuch confider-

able fortrefles, promifed a great accefilon to the

naval force of England. Above all, the propofal of

a proteftant princefs was no allurement to Charles,

whofe inclinations led him ftrongly to give the pre-

ference to a catholic alliance. According to the

rr.oft probable accounts z
, the refolution of marrying

the daughter of Portugal was taken by the king,

unknown to all his minifters; and no remonftrances

could prevail with him to alter his intentions.

When the matter was laid before the council, all

voices concurred in approving the refolution ; and

the parliament expreffed the fame complaifance.

And thus was concluded, feemingly with univerfal

confent, the inaufpicious marriage with Catherine, 21ft May.

a princefs of virtue, but who was never able, either

by the graces of her perfon or humour, to make
herfeif agreeable to the king. The report, how-
ever, of her natural incapacity to have children,

z Carte's Oimond, vol. ii. p. 454.. This account feems better

Supported, -than that in Ablancourt's Memoirs, tnat the chancellor

chiefly pufhed the Pcrtuguefe alliance. The fecret tranlaclions or the

court of England could not be luppofed to be much known to a
French refident at Lilbon : And whatever oppofrtion :he chr.ncellor

might make, he would certainly endeavour to conceal it from the

queen and all her family, and even in the parliament and council

\yonld fupport the refolution already taken. Clarendon bimfeiffays in bis

Mn/rfirS) that be never ei:ier offojed er promoted the Portugueje match.

feems
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CHAP, feems to have been groundlefs j fince fhe was twice

^_

LXIU
^ declared to be pregnant \

1662. The feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by

the trial and execution of criminals. Berkftead,

Cobbet, and Okey, three regicides, had efcaped

beyond fea; and after wandering fome time con-

cealed in Germany, came privately to Delft, hav-

ing appointed their families to meet them in that

place. They were difcovered by Downing, the

king's refident in Holland, who had formerly

ierved the protector and commonwealth in the fame

ftation, and who once had even been chaplain to

Okey's regiment. He applied for a warrant to

arreft them. It had been ufual for the States to

grant thefe warrants ; though, at the fame time,

they had ever been careful fecretly to advertife the

per'fons, that they might be enabled to make their

efcape. This precaution was eluded by the vigi-

lance and difpatch of Downing. He quickly feized

the criminals, hurried them on board a frigate which

lay off the coaft, and fent them to England. Thefe
three men behaved with more moderation and fub-

miffion than any of the other regicides, who had

fuffered. Okey in particular, at the place of exe-

cution, prayed for the king, and expreiTed his in-

tention, had he lived, of fubmitting peaceably to

the eftablifhed government. He had rifen during

the wars from being: a chandler in London to a hig-h

rank in the army j and in all his conduct appeared

to be a man of humanity and honour. In confider-

ation of his good character and of his dutiful be-

haviour, his body was given to his friends to be

buried.

The attention of the public was much engaged

by the trial of two diitinguifhed criminals, Lam-

* Lord Lanfdown's Defence of general Monk. Temple, vol. U.

p. 154.

bert
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bert and Vane. Thefe men, though none of the CHA ?-

late king's judges, had been excepted from the . '_j

general indemnity, and committed to prifon. The i6< 2 .

convention parliament, however, was fo favourable

to them, as to petition the king, if they fhould be

found guilty, to fufpend their execution : But this

new parliament, more zealous for monarchy, applied

for their trial and condemnation. Not to revive Tr ; al oi

difputes, which were better buried in oblivion, the
Vane»

indi&ment of Vane did not comprehend any of his

actions during the war between the king and par-

liament : It extended only to his behaviour after

the late king's death, as member of the council of

ftate, and fecretary of the navy, where fidelity to

the truft repofed in him required his oppofition to

monarchy.
Vane wanted neither courage nor capacity to

avail himfelf of this advantage. He urged, that,

if a compliance with the government, at that time

eftablifhed in England, and the acknowledging of

its authority, were to be regarded as criminal, the

whole nation had incurred equal guilt, and none
would remain, whofe innocence could entitle them
to try or condemn him for his pretended treafons

:

That, according to thefe maxims, wherever an

illegal authority was eftablifhed by force, a total

and univerfal deftruction muft enfue; while the

ufurpers profcribed one part of the nation for dis-

obedience, the lawful prince punifhed the other for

compliance : That the legiflature of England, fore-

feeing this violent fituation, had provided for public

fecurity by the famous ftatute of Henry VII. ; in

which it was enafted, that no man, in cafe of any
revolution, mould ever be queftioned for his obe-

dience to the king in being: That whether the

eftablifhed government were a monarchy or a com-
monwealth, the reafon of the thing was ftill the

fame; nor ought the expelled prince to think him-
felf
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CHAP, fdf entitled to allegiance, fo long as he could not

v ___ ^ afford protection : That it belonged not to private

1662. perfons, poffeffed of no power, to difcufs the title

of their governors ; and every ufurpation, even the

moft flagrant, would equally require obedience with

the moft legal eftablifhment : That the controverfy

between the late king and his parliament was of the

moft delicate nature; and men of the greateft

probity had been divided in their choice of the

party which they mould embrace : That the par-

liament, being rendered indiflbluble but by its own
confent, was become a kind of co-ordinate power
with the king; and as the cafe was thus entirely

new and unknown to the conftitution, it ought not

to be tried rigidly by the letter of the ancient laws

:

That for his part, all the violences which had been

put upon the parliament, and upon the perfon of

the fovereign, he had ever condemned ; nor had he

once appeared in the houfe for fome time before and
after the execution of the king: That finding the

whole government thrown into diforder, he was full

refolved, in every revolution, to adhere to the

commons, the root, the foundation of all lawful

authority : That in profecution of this principle, he
had cheerfully undergone all the violence of Crom-
wePs tyranny ; and would now, with equal alacrity,

expofe himfelf to the rigours of perverted law and
juftice : That though it was in his power, on the

king's reftoration, to have efcaped from his enemies,

he was determined, in imitation of the moft illus-

trious names of antiquity, to perifh in defence of
liberty, and to give teftimony with his blood for

that honourable caufe, in which he had been in-

lifted : And that, befides the ties, by which God
and nature had bound him to his native country,

he was voluntarily engaged by the moft facred cove-

nant, whofe obligation no earthly power inould ever

be able to make him relinquifh.

All
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All the defence, which Vane could make, was c "^
r

p'

Fruitlefs. The court, confidering more the general

opinion of his active guilt in the beginning and pro-

iecution of the civil wars, than the articles of trea-

fon charged againfb him, took advantage of the

letter of the law, and brought him in guilty. His
courage deferted him not upon his condemnation.

Though timid by nature, the perfuafion of a juft

caufe fupported him againft the terrors of death

;

while his enthufiafm, excited by the profpect of
glory, embellifhed the conclufion of a life, which,

through the whole courfe of it, had been fo much
disfigured by the prevalence of that principle. Left

pity for a courageous fufferer mould make impref-

fion on the populace, drummers were placed under
the fcaffold, whofe noife, as he began to launch out andexecu-

in reflections on the government, drowned his voice, tlon >

and admonifhed him to temper the ardour of his
J4tlJunc#

zeal. He was not aftonifhed at this unexpected in-

cident. In all his behaviour, there appeared a

firm and animated intrepidity ; and he confidered

death but as a pafTage to that eternal felicity, which
he believed to be prepared for him.

This man, fo celebrated for his parliamentary

talents, and for his capacity in bufinefs, has left fome
writings behind him : They treat, all of them, of
religious iubjects, and are abiblutely unintelligible

:

No traces of eloquence, or even of common fenfe,

appear in them. A ftrange paradox ! did we not
know, that men of the greateft genius, where they
relinquish by principle the ule of their reafon, are

only enabled, by their vigour of mind, to work
themfelves the deeper into error and abfurdity. It

was remarkable, that, as Vane, by being the

chief inftrument of Strafford's death, had firft

opened the way for that destruction which over-
whelmed the nation ; fo by his death he clofed the

fcene of blood. He was the laft that fufrered on

3 account
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chap, account of the civil wars. Lambert, though con-

U
LXIII

\ demned, was reprieved at the bar -, and the judges

1662. declared, that, if Vane's behaviour had been equally-

dutiful and fubmiffive, he would have experienced

like lenity in the king. Lambert furvived his con-

demnation near thirty years. He was confined to

the ifle of Guernfey ; where he lived contented, for-

getting all his paft fchemes of greatnefs ; and en-

tirely forgotten by the nation : He died a Roman
catholic.

Prefbyte- However odious Vane and Lambert were to the

rian clergy prefbyterians, that party had no leifure to rejoice at

Sth^kus tne i r condemnation. The fatal St. Bartholomew
3
' approached ; the day, when the clergy were obliged

by the late law, either to relinquifh their livings, or

to fign the articles required of them. A combina-

tion had been entered into by the moft zealous of

the prefbyterian ecclefiaftics to refufe the iubfcrip-

tion 3 in hopes that the bifliops would not venture

at once to expel fo great a number of the moft

popular preachers. The catholic party at court,

who defired a great rent among the proteftants, en-

couraged them in this obftinacy, and gave them hopes

that the king would protect them in their refulah

The king himfelf, by his irrefolute conduct, con-

tributed, either from defign or accident, to increafe

this opinion. Above all, the terms of fubfcription

had been made ilrid and rigid, on purpofe to dif-

guft all the zealous and fcrupulous among the pref-

byterians, and deprive them of their livings. About
aooo of the clergy, in one day, relinquifhed their

cures ; and to the aftonifhment of the court, facrificd

their intereft to their religious tenets. Fortified by
fociety in their fufFerings, they were refolved to un-
dergo any hardihips, rather than openly renounce
thofe principles, which, on other occafions, they

were fo apt, from intereft, to warp or elude. The
church enjoyed the pleafure of retaliation j and even

puflied,



CHARLES IT. 385

pufhed, as ufual, the vengeance farther than the chap.
offence. During the dominion of the parliament-

, J
ary party, a fifth of each living had been left to 166 s .

the ejected clergyman ; but this indulgence, though

at firft infilled on by the houfe of peers, was now
refufed to the prefbyterians. However difficult to

conciliate peace among theologians, it was hoped
by many, that fome relaxation in the terms of com-
munion might have kept the prefbyterians united

to the church, and have cured thofe ecclefiaftical

factions, which had been fo fatal, and were ftill fo

dangerous. Bifhoprics were offered to Calamy,

Baxter, and Reynolds, leaders among the prefby-

terians ; the lafl could only be prevailed on to ac-

cept. Deaneries and other preferments were refufed

by many.
The next meafure of the king has not had the

good fortune to be juftifled by any party ; but is

often confidered, on what grounds I fhall not de-

termine, as one of the greateft miftakes, if not

blemiihes, of his reign. It is the fale of Dunkirk Dunkirk

to the French. The parfimohious maxims of the p
ld r

?
the

parliament, and the liberal, or rather carelefs dif-

pofition of Charles, were ill fuited to each other
j

and notwithstanding the fupplies voted him, his

treafury was ftill very empty and very much indebt-

ed. He had fecretly received the fum of 20c,cco
crowns from France for the fupport of Portugal

;

but the forces fent over to that country, and the

fleets maintained in order to defend it, had already

coft the king that fum ; and together with it, near
double, the money, which had been payed as the

queen's portion b
. The time fixed for payment of

his filler's portion to the duke of Orleans was ap-

proaching. Tangiers, a fortrefs from which great

benefit was expected, was become an additional

b D'Eftrades, 17th of Auguft 1662. There was above half of

500,000 pounds really paid as the queen's portion.

Vol. VII. C c burden
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chap, burden to the crown; and Rutherford, who now

s_m
^™'

l
commanded in Dunkirk, had increafed the charge

i66». of that garrifon to a hundred and twenty thou-

fand pounds a year. Thefe confiderations had

fuch influence, not only on the king, but even

on Clarendon, that this uncorrupt minifter was the

moft forward to advife accepting a fum of money
in lieu of a place which he thought the king, from

the narrow (late of his revenue, was no longer able

to retain. By the treaty with Portugal it was ftipu-

lated that Dunkirk fhould never be yielded to the

Spaniards : France was therefore the only pur-

chafer that remained. D'Eitrades was invited

over by a letter from the chancellor himfelf in or-

der to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thou-

fand pounds were demanded. One hundred thou-

fand were offered. TheEngliih by degrees lowered

their demand : The French railed their offer : And
the bargain was concluded at 400,000 pounds.

The artillery and ftores were valued at a fifth of the

fum c
. The importance of this fale was not, at

that time, fufficiently known, either abroad or at

home d
. The French monarch himfelf, fo fond of

acquifitions, and fo good a judge of his own inte-

reits, thought that he had made a hard bargain e
;

c D'Elhades, ajftof Auguft, I3th of September 1663.
d It appears, however, from many of D'Eftrades's letters, parti-

cularly that of the 21ft of Auguft ifiGr, that the king might have
transferred Dunkirk to the parliament, who would not have refilled

to bear the charges of it, but were unwilling to give money to the

king for that purpofe. The king, on the other hand, was jealous,

left the parliament mould acquire any leparate dominion or authority

in a branch of adminiftration which kerned fo little to belong to

them .- A proof that the government was not yet fettled into that com-
pofurc and mutual confidence which is ablolutely requifite for con-
ducting it.

e Id. 3d cf October 1662. The chief importance indeed of Dun-
kirk to tiie Engtifli was", that it was able to diftrels their trade, when
in the hands uf ihe French : But ir was Lewis the XlVth who fiift

made it a good fea -port. If ever England have occailon to traulport
armies to the continent, it mult be in Support of ibme ally whole towns

... lame purpole as Dunkirk would if in the hands of the
glilh.

and
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and this Turn, in appearance fo fmall, was the c H a p.

utmoft which he would allow his ambaffador to
t

L
^

[

^
f

^
offer. a 652.

A new incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the

king's character and principles as, at firit, the nation

was fomewhat at a lofs how to interpret, but fuch

as fubfequent events, by degrees, rendered fuffi-

ciently plain and manifeft. He iiTiied a declaration, Declara-

on pretence of mitigating the rigours contained in tionofin.

the act of uniformity. After exprefling his firm l^thiS.'

refolution to obferve the general indemnity, and to

truft entirely to the affections of his fubjects, not to

any military power, for the fuppoi t of his throne,

he mentioned the promifes of liberty of confeience,

contained in his declaration of Breda. And he fub-

joined, that, " as in the firfl place he had been
w zealous to fettle the uniformity of the church of
" England, in difcipline, ceremony, and govern-
" ment, and fhall ever constantly maintain it : So
<c as for what concerns the penalties upon thofe

" who, living peaceably, do not conform them-
" felves thereunto, through fcruple and tendernefs

" of mifguided confeience, but modeftly and with.-

cc out fcandal perform their devotions in their own
" way, he mould make it his fpecial care, fo far as

" in him lay, without invading the freedom of par-

" liament, to incline their wifdom next approach-
" ing- fefTions to concur with him in making: fome
(t fuch act for that purpofe, as may enable him to

" exercife, with a more univerfal fatisfaction, that

" power of difpenfing which he conceived to be in-

" herent in him f." Here a moil important pre-

rogative was exercifed by the king ; but under fuch

artful referves and limitations as might prevent the

full difcuflion of the claim, and obviate a breach

between him and his parliament. The foundation

:" Rennet's Regifter, p. S50.

C C 2 Of
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chap. f this meafure lay much deeper, and was of the

L ' utmoft confequence.

i66*. The king, during his exile, had imbibed flrong

* prejudices in favour of the catholic religion ; and
according to the mod: probable accounts, had already

been fecretly reconciled in form to the church of

Rome. The great zeal, expreffed by the parlia-

mentary party againft all papifts, had always, from

a fpirit of oppofition, inclined the court, and all

the royalifts, to adopt more favourable fentiments

towards that feci, which, through the whole courfe

of the civil wars, had ftrenuoufly fupported the

rights of the fovereign. The rigour too which the

king, during his abode in Scotland, had experienced

from the prefbyterians, difpofed him to run into the

ocher extreme, and to bear a kindnefs to the party

moft oppofite in its genius to the feverity of thofe

religioniits. The folicitations and importunities of

the queen-mother, the contagion of the company
which he frequented, the view of a more fplendid

and courtly mode of worfhip, the hopes of indul-

gence in pleafure; all thefe caufes operated power-

fully on a young prince, whofe carelefs and difiblute

temper made him incapable of adhering clofely to

the principles of his early education. But if the

thoughtlefs humour of Charles rendered him an
eafy convert to popery, the fame difpofition ever

prevented the theological tenets of that feet from
taking any fail hold of him. During his vigorous

ftate of health, while his blood was warm and his

jpirits high; a contempt and difregard to all reli-

gion held poffemon of his mind ; and he might
more properly be denominated a delft than a catho-

lic. But in thofe revolutions of temper, when the

love of raillery gave place to reflection, and his

penetrating, but negligent, understanding was clouded

with fears and apprehenfions, he had ftarts of more
iincere conviction; and a left, which always pof-

kiled
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fefifed his inclination, was then matter of his judg- c
T ^ T r̂

p#

, . . „ jo LXIII.
ment and opinion E

.
, t _j

But though the king thus fluctuated, during his 16C2.

whole reign, between irreligion, which he more
openly profefTed, and popery, to which he retained

a fecret propenfity, his brother, the duke of York,
had zealoufly adopted all the principles of that theo-

logical party. His eager temper and narrow under-

ftanding made him a thorough convert, without any

referve from intereft, or doubts from reafoning and

inquiry. By his application to bufinefs he had
acquired a great afeendant over the king, who,

though poffefled of more difcernment, was glad to

throw the burden of affairs on the duke, of whom
he entertained little jealoufy. On pretence of eafing

the proteftant diffenters, they agreed upon a p an
for introducing a general toleration, and giving the

catholics the free exercife of their religion ; at lead,

the exercife of it in private houfes. The two brothers

faw with pleafure fo numerous and popular a body of

the clergy refufe conformity ; and it was hoped

that, under fhelter of their name, the fmall and

hated feci: of the catholics might meet with favour

and protection.

But while the king pleaded his early promifes of J?6
J\

toleration, and infilled on many other plaufible

topics, the parliament, who fat a little after the

declaration was iffued, could by no means be fatisfied

with this meafure. The declared intention ofeating

the diflenters, and the fecret purpofe of favouring

the catholics, were equally difagreeable to them;
and in thefe prepoiTeflions they were encouraged by
the king's minifters themfelves, particularly the

chancellor. The houfe of commons reprefented to

the king, that his declaration of Breda contained no

5 The author confefles, that the king's zeal for popery was apt, at

intervals, to go farther than is here fuppofed, as appears from many
parages in James the fecond's Memoirs.

G c 3 promife
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chap, promife to the prefbyterians and other diflenters, but

, j ohh an exprefTion of his intentions, upon fuppofi-

1663. tion of the concurrence of parliament: That even

if the rion-confoTmifts had been entitled to plead a

prpmiftj they had entrufted this claim, as all their

other rights and privileges, to the houfe of com-
mons, who were their reprefentatives, and who now
freed the king from that obligation : That it was

not to be fuppofed that his majefty and the houfes

were fo bound by that declaration as to be incapa-

citated from making any laws which might be con-

trary to it: That even at the king's reftoration,

there were laws of uniformity in force which could

not be difpenfed with but by act of parliament:

And that the indulgence intended would prove moft

pernicious both to church and flare, would open the

door to fchifm, encourage faction, ditlurb the public

peace, and difcredit the wifdom of the legiflature.

The king did net think proper, after this remon-
ftrance, to infift any farther at prefent on the project

of indulgence.

In order to deprive the catholics of all hopes, the

two houfes concurred in a remonftrance againft

them. The king gave a gracious anfwer ; though
he fcrupled not to profefs his gratitude towards many
of that perfuafion, on account of their faithful fer-

vices in his father's caufe and in his own. A pro-

clamation, for form's fake, was foon after iflued

againft Jeluits and Romifh priefts : But care was

taken, by the very terms of it, to render it ineffec-

tual. The parliament had allowed, that all foreign

priefts, belonging to the two queens, fhould be ex-

cepted, and that a permiiTion for them to remain in

England fhould ftill be granted. In the proclama-

tion, the word foreign was purpofcly omitted j and
the queens were thereby authonfed to give protec-

tion to as many English priefts as they fhould think

proper.

I HAT
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That the king might reap fome advantage from c H a p.

his compliances, however fallacious, he engaged
L

L *
'!['_,

the commons anew into an examination of his reve- jgjj.

nue, which, chiefly by the negligence in levying it,

had proved, he faid, much inferior to the public

charges. Notwithstanding the price of Dunkirk,

his debts, he complained, amounted to a confider-

able ium; and to fatisfy the commons that the

money formerly granted him had not been prodi-

gally expended, he offered to lay before them the

whole account of his difburfements. It is, how-
ever, agreed on all hands, that the king, though

during his baniihment he had managed his fmall

and precarious income with great order and oeco-

nomy, had now much abated of theie virtues,

and was unable to make his royal revenues fuffice

for his expences. The commons, without entering

into too nice a difquifition, voted him four fub-

fidies ; and this was the laft time that taxes were

Jevied in that manner.

Several laws were made this feffion with regard

to trade. The militia alfo came under confidera-

tion, and fome rules were eftablifhed for ordering

and arming it. It was enacted, that the king fhould

have no power of keeping the militia under arms
above fourteen days in the year. The fituation of

this ifland, together with its great naval power, has

always occafioned other means of fecurity, however
requilite, to be much negledted amongft us : And
the parliament Ihowed here a very fuperfluous jea-

loufy of the king's ftriclnefs in difciplining the

militia. The principles of liberty rather require a

contrary jealoufy.

The earl of Bristol's friendlhip with Clarendon,

v.aich had fubfifted with great intimacy during their

exile and the diftrefles of the royal party, had been

considerably impaired fince the reitoration, by the

chancellor's refufing his aflent to fome grants, which

C c 4 Briitol
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P ^ rift°l had applied for to a court lady : And a little

v "_ - '_, after, the latter nobleman, agreeably to the impe-
1663. tuofity and indifcretion of his temper, broke out

againfb the minifter in the molt outrageous manner.
He even entered a charge of treafon againft him
before the houfe of peers ; but had concerted his

meafures fo imprudently, that the judges, when con-

sulted, declared, that, neither for its matter nor its

form, could the charge be legally received. The
articles indeed reiemble more the incoherent alter-

cations of a paffionate enemy, than a ferious accu-

fation, fit to be difcufled by a court of judicature

;

and Briftol himfelf was fo afhamed of his conduit

and defeat, that he abfconded during fome time. Not-
withstanding his fine talents, his eloquence, his fpirit,

and his courage, he could never regain the character

which he loft by this hafty and precipitate meafure.
Decline of But though Clarendon was able to elude this rafh.

don's""
afTault, his credit at court was fenfibly declining

;

credit. and in proportion as the king found himfelf efta-

blifhed on the throne, he began to alienate himfelf

from a minifter, whole character was fo little fuited

to his own. Charles's favour for the catholics was
always oppofed by Clarendon, public liberty was
fecured againft all attempts of the over-zealous

royalifts, prodigal grants ofthe king were checked or

refufed, and the dignity of his own character was fo

much confulted by the chancellor, that he made it

an inviolable rule, as did alfo his friend, Southamp-
ton, never to enter into any connexion with the royal

miftreffes. The king's favourite was Mrs. Palmer,

afterwards created dutchefs of Cleveland ; a woman
prodigal, rapacious, dilfolute, violent, revengeful.

She failed not in her turn to undermine Clarendon's

credit with his mafterj and her fuccefs was at this

time made apparent to the whole world. Secre-

tary Nicholas, the chancellor's great friend, was

removed from his place; and fir Harry Bennet, his

avowed



CHARLES II. 393

avowed enemy, was advanced to that office. Ben- c ti_a p.

net was foon after created lord Arlington.
y _ _J

Though the king's conduct had hitherto, fince 1663.

his restoration, been, in the main, laudable, men
of penetration began to obferve, that thofe virtues,

by which he had at firft fo much dazzled and en-

chanted the nation, had great fhow, but not equal

iblidity. His good understanding loft much of its

influence by his want of application ; his bounty was

more the refuln of a facility of difpofition, than any

generofity of character ; his lbcial humour led him
frequently to neglect his dignity 5 his love of plea-

iure was not attended with proper fentiment and

decency ; and while he' feemed to bear a good-will

to every one that approached him, he had a heart

not very capable of friendship, and he had fecretly

entertained a very bad opinion and diftruft of man-
kind. But above all, what fullied his character in

the eyes of good judges, was his negligent ingrati-

tude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, whofe zeal

and fufferings in the royal caufe had known no

bounds. This conduct, however, in the king,

may, from the circumftances of his fituation and

temper, admit of fome excufe; at leaft, of fome
alleviation. xAs he had been reftored more by the

efforts of his reconciled enemies than of his ancient

friends, the former pretended a title to fhare his

favour ; and being, from practice, acquainted with

public bufinefs, they were better qualified to execute

any truft committed to them. The king's revenues

were far from being large, or even equal to his

necelTary expences -, and his miftreffes, and the

companions of his mirth and pleafures, gained, by

felicitation, every requeft from his eafy temper.

The very poverty, to which the more zealous roy-

alifts had reduced themfelves, by rendering them
in Significant, made them unfit to fupport the king's

meafures, and can fed him to deem them a ufeleis

incumbrance. And as many falle and ridiculous

claims
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chap, claims of merit were offered, his natural indolence,

^_
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averfe to a ftrict difcuffion or inquiry, led him to

1663. treat them all with equal indifference. The parlia-

ment took fome notice of the poor cavaliers. Sixty

thoufand pounds were at one time diftributed among
them : Mrs. Lane alfo, and the Penderells, had
handfome prefents and penfions from the king.

But the greater part of the royaiifts fcill remained

in poverty and diftrefs ; aggravated by the cruel

difappointment in their fanguine hopes, and by fee-

ing favour and preferment bellowed upon their mod
inveterate foes. With regard to the act of indem-
nity and oblivion, they univerfally faid, that it was

an act of indemnity to the king's enemies, and of

oblivion to his friends,
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CHAP. I XIV.

A new fejfion Rupture with Holland Anew
Jeffon Victory of the Englijh Rupture

with France Rupture with Denmark
New Jejfion Sea fight of four days Vic-

tory of the Englijh Fire of London Ad-
vances towards peace Difgrace at Chatham

Peace of Breda Clarendon s fall——and
banifhment State of France Charatler of
Lewis XIV. French invafion of the Low
Countries Negotiations Triple league

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle Affairs oj Scotland

and oj Ireland.

THE next fefilon of parliament difcovered a chap.
continuance of the fame principles which LXIV.

had prevailed in all the foregoing. Monarchy and
^'T^f"""'

the church were ftill the objecls of regard and af- March 16.

fection. During no period of the prefent reign did A new

this fpirit more evidently pafs the bounds of reafon

and moderation.

The king, in his fpeech to the parliament, had
ventured openly to demand a repeal of the triennial

aft ; and he even went fo far as to declare that,

notwithstanding the law, he never would allow anv
parliament to be afTembled by the methods pre-

fetched in that flatme. The parliament, without

taking offence at this declaration, repealed the law
;

and, in lieu of all the fecurities formerly provided,

fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, " that
<c parliaments fhould not be interrupted above three
<c years at the molt." As the Engliih parliament

had now railed itfelf to be a regular check and con-

trol
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chap, trol upon royal power; it is evident that they

1 _' ought ftill to have preferved a regular fecurity for

1664. their meeting, and not have trufted entirely to the

good-will of the king, who, if ambitious or enter-

prifing, had fo little reafon to be pleafed with thefe

affemblies. Before the end of Charles's reign, the

nation had occafion to feel very fenfibly the effects

of this repeal.

By the act of uniformity, every clergyman, who
mould officiate without being properly qualified, was

punifhable by fine and impriibnment : But this fe-

curity was not thought fufficient for the church. It

was now enacted, that wherever five perfons above

thofe of the fame houfehold mould afTemble in a re-

ligious congregation, every one of them was liable,

for the firft offence, to be imprifoned three months,

or pay five pounds ; for the fecond, to be imprifoned

fix months, or pay ten pounds; and for the third

to be tranfported (tven years, or pay a hundred

pounds. The parliament had only in their eye the

malignity of the fectaries : They mould have car-

ried their attention farther, to the chief caufe of that

malignity, the reftraint under which they laboured.

The commons likewife paffed a vote, that the

wrongs, difhonours, and indignities, offered to the

Englifli by the fubjects of the United Provinces,

were the greatefl obftructions to all foreign trade

:

And they promifed to affift the king with their lives

and fortunes in afferting the rights of his crown
againft all oppofition whatfoever. This was the

firft open ftep towards a Dutch war. We muft ex-

plain the caufes and motives of this meafure.
Rupture That clofe union and confederacy, which, du-

ls'nd.
° * r ^ nS a courfe of near feventy years, has fubfifted,

aimoft without interruption or jealoufy, between

England and Holland, is not fo much founded on

the natural unalterable interefts of thefe ftates, as on
their terror of the growing power of the French mo-
narch, who, without their combination, it is appre-

hended,
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hended, would foon extend his dominion over Eu- c " * p *

rope. In the firft year of Charles's reign, when the -
w -lj

ambitious genius of Lewis had not, as yet, difplayed 166+.

itfelf, and when the great force of his people was,

in fome meafure, unknown even to themfelves,

the rivalfhip of commerce, not checked by any

other jealoufy or apprehenfion, had in England be-

gotten a violent enmity againft the neighbouring

republic.

Trade was beginning, among the Englifh, to be

a matter of general concern ;
% but notwithstanding

all their efforts and advantages, their commerce
feemed hitherto to Hand upon a footing which was

fomewhat precarious. The Dutch, who by in-

duflry and frugality were enabled to underfell them
in every market, retained pofTef31on of the molt
lucrative branches of commerce ; and the Englifh

merchants had the mortification to find that all

attempts to extend their trade were ftill turned, by
the vigilance of their rivals, to their lofs and dis-

honour. Their indignation increafed, when they

confidered the fuperior naval power of England ;

the bravery of her officers and feamen , her favour-

able fituation, which enabled her to intercept the

whole Dutch commerce. By the profpect of thefe

advantages they were ftrongly prompted, from mo-
tives lefs jufl: than political, to make war upon the

States; and at once to ravifli from thern by force,

what they could not obtain, or could obtain but

(lowly, by fuperior fkill and induftry.

The carelefs unambitious temper of Charles

rendered him little capable of forming fo vaft a pro-

ject as that of engroffing the commerce and naval

power of Europe; yet could he not remain alto-

gether infenfible to fuch obvious and fuch tempting

profpects. His genius, happily turned towards

mechanics, had inclined him to ftudy naval affairs,

which, of all branches of bufinefs, he both loved

the moll and understood the belt. Though the

II Dutch,
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c h A P. Dutch, during his exile, had exprefled towards him

^ l_j
more civiliry and friendfhip, than he had received

1664. from any other foreign power ; the Louveitein or

ariftocratic faction, which at this time ruled the

commonwealth, had fallen into clofe union with

France ; and could that party be fubdued, he might
hope that his nephew, the young prince of Orange,
would be reinftated in the authority pofTefTed by his

anceftors, and would bring the States to a depend-
ence under England. His narrow revenues made it

ftill requifite for him to ftudy the humours of his

people, which now ran violently towards war; and
it has been fufpected, though the fufpicion was not

juftified by the event, that the hopes of diverting

fome of the fupplies to his private ufe were not

overlooked by this neceffitous monarch.

The duke of York, more active and enterprifing,

pufned more eagerly the war with Holland. He
defired an opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf: He
loved to cultivate commerce : He was at the head

of a new African company, whofe trade was ex-

tremely checked by the fettlements of the Dutch :

And perhaps the religious prejudices, by which that

prince was always fo much governed, began even

fo early to inftil into him an antipathy againft a pro-

teftant commonwealth, the bulwark of the reforma-

tion. Clarendon and Southampton, obferving that

the nation was not fuppoited by any foreign alliance,

were averfe to hoftiiities ; but their credit was now
on the decline.

17th May. By thefe concurring motives, the court and par-

liament were both of them inclined to a Dutch
war. The parliament was prorogued without vot-

ing fupplies : But as they had been induced, with-

out any open application from the crown, to pafs

that vote above-mentioned againft the Dutch en-

croachments, it was reafonably conlidered as fuffici-

ent fanclion for the vigorous meafures which were

refolved on.

5 Down-
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Downinc, the Eno-lifh minifter at the Hague, a C 11 A P.
. .

^ I\' T V
man of an infolent impetuous temper, prefented a

,_ \
k

^
memorial to the States, containing a lift of thole 1664.

depredations, of which the Englifh complained. It

is remarkable, that all the pretended depredations

preceded the year 1662, when a treaty of league

and alliance had been renewed with the Dutch;
and thefe complaints were then thought either lb ill

grounded or fo frivolous, that they had not been men-
tioned in the treaty. Two fhips alone, the Bona-
venture and the Good- hope, had been claimed by
the Englifh; and it was agreed that the claim

fhould be profecuted by the ordinary courfe of

juftice. The States had consigned a fum of money,

in cafe the caufe fhould be decided againft them

;

but the matter was ftill in dependence. Caiy, who
was entrufted by the proprietors with the manage-
ment of the law-fuit for the Bonaventure, had re-

folved to accept of thirty thoufand pounds, which
were offered him; but was hindered by Downing,
who told him, that the claim was a matter of ftate

between the two nations, not a concern of private

perfons \ Thefe circumftances give us no favour-

able idea of the juftice of the Englifh pretenfions.

Charles confined not himfelf to memorials and
remonftrances. Sir Robert Holmes was fecretlv

difpatched with a fquadron of twenty- two fhips to

the coaft of Africa. He not only expelled the

Dutch from Cape Corfe, to which the Englifh had
fome pretenfions: He likewife feized the Dutch
fettlements of cape Verde and the ifle of Goree, to-

gether with feveral fhips trading on that coaft. And
having failed to America, he poiVerTed himfelf of

Nova Belgia, fince called New York ; a territory

which James the Firft had given by patent to the earl

of Sterling, but which had never been planted but

by the Hollanders. When the States complained

h Temple, vol. ii. p. 42.

Of
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' of thefe hoflile meafures, the king, unwilling to

^_J_^ *^ avow what he could not well juftify, pretended to

a66+ . be totally ignorant of Holmes's enterprife. He
likewife con lined that admiral to the Tower; but

fome time after releafed him.

The Dutch, finding that their applications for

redrefs were likely to be eluded, and that a ground
of quarrel was induftrioufly fought for by the Eng-
lish, began to arm with diligence. They even
exerted, with fome precipitation, an act of vigour,

which haftened on the rupture. Sir John Lawfon
and de Ruyter had been fent with combined fqua-

drons into the Mediterranean, in order to chaftife

the piratical ftates on the coaft of Barbary ; and the

time of their feparation and return was now ap-

proaching. The dates fecretly difpatched orders

to de Ruyter, that he mould take in provifions at

Cadiz ; and failing towards the coaft of Guinea,

mould retaliate on the Englifh, and put the Dutch
in poflelTion of thofe fettlements whence Holmes
had expelled them. De Ruyter, having a con-

liderable force on board, met with no oppofition in

Guinea. All the new acquisitions of the Englifh,

except cape Corfe, were recovered from them.
They were even difpoffefled of fome old fettlements.

Such of their mips as fell into his hands were feized

by De Ruyter. That admiral failed next to Ame-
rica. He attacked Barbadoes, but was repulfed.

He afterwards committed hoftilities on Long Ifland.

Meanwhile, the Englifh preparations for war
were advancing with vigour and induftry. The king

had received no fupplies from parliament; but by
his own funds and credit he was enabled to equip

a Meet : The city of London lent him 100,000
pounds : The fpirit of the nation feconded his

armaments : He himfelf went from port to port,

infpecting with great diligence, and encouraging

the work: And in a little time the Englifh navy

was put in a formidable condition. Eight hundred

thoufand
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thoufand pounds are (aid to have been expended on cha p.

this armament. When La\7fbn arrived, and com- LXI
^-

m

municated his fufpicion of de Ruyter's enterprife, lC e+.

orders were iflfued for leizing all Dutch fhips; and

135 fell into the hands of the Engliih. Thefe were

not declared prizes, till afterwards, when war was

proclaimed.

The parliament, when it met, granted a fupply, 24th Nov.

the lameft by far that had ever been given to a kins;
a new id.

of England, yet fcarcely fufficient for the prefent

undertaking. Near two millions and a half were

voted to be levied by quarterly payments in three

years. The avidity of the merchanrs, together with

the great profpect of fuccefs, had animated the

whole nation againft the Dutch.

A great alteration was made this fefllon in the

method of taxing the clergy. In almoft all the

other monarchies of Europe, the affemblies, whofe

confent was formerly requifite to the enacting of
laws, were compofed of three eftates, the clergy,

the nobility, and the commonalty, which formed

fo many members of the political body, of which

the king was confidered as the head. In England
too, the parliament was always reprefented as con-

fiding of three eftates ; but their reparation was

never fo diftinc~t as in other kingdoms. A convo-

cation, however, had ufually fitten at the fame time

with the parliament; though they poflefled not a

negative voice in the parting of laws, and aflumed

no other temporal power than that of impofing taxes

on the clergy. By reafon of ecclefiaftical prefer-

ments, which he could bellow, the king's influence

over the church was more confiderable than over the

laity j fo that the fubfidies, granted by the convo-

cation, were commonly greater than thole which

were voted by parliament. The church, therefore,

was not difpleafed to depart tacitly from the right of

taxing herfelf, and allow the commons to lay impo-
Vol. VII. D d fitlons
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CHAP, fitions on ecclefiaftical revenues, as on the reft of

• 2J3Lj the kingdom. In recompenie, two fubfidies, which

,664. the convocation had formerly granted, were remitted,

and the parochial clergy were allowed to vote at

elections. Thus the church of England made a

barter of power for profit. Their convocations,

having become infignificant to the crown, have

been much difufed of late years.

The Dutch faw, with the utmoft regret, a war

approaching, whence they might dread the moft

fatal confequences, but which afforded no profpect

of advantage. They tried every art of negotiation,

before they would come to extremities. Their

meafures were at that time directed by John de Wit,

a minifter equally eminent for greatnefs of mind, for

capacity, and for integrity. Though moderate in

his private deportment, he knew how to adopt in

his public counfels that magnanimity, which fuits

the minifter of a great ftate. It was ever his maxim 3

that no independent government fhould yield to

another any evident point of reafon or equity; and
that all fuch conceffions, fo far from preventing

war, ferved to no other purpofe than to provoke
frefh claims and iniults. By his management a

fpirit of union was preferved , in all the provinces

;

great fums were levied ; and a navy was equipped,

compofed of larger (hips than the Dutch had ever

built before, and able to cope with the fleet of

England.
lC6 5- As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de

12 eb
' Ruyter's enterprifes, Charles declared war againft

the States. His fleet, confiding of 114 fail, befides

fire fhips and ketches, was commanded by the duke
of York, and under him by prince Rupert and the

earl of Sandwich. It had about 22,000 men on
3c! June. boar(j, Obdam, who was admiral of the Dutch
theEng. navy, of nearly equal force, declined not the com-
Kfh. bat. In the heat of action, when engaged in clofe

fight
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Tight with the duke of York, Obdam's fhip blew
^Jiv.*"

up. This accident much difcouraged the Dutch, v^_l 1.

who fled towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, i^ s .

fon of the famous admiral killed during the former

War, bravely fuftained with his fquadron the efforts

of the Englifh, and protected the rear of his coun-

trymen. The vanquished had nineteen fhips funk

and taken. The viclors loft only one. Sir John
Lawfon died foon after of his wounds.

It is affirmed, and with an appearance of reafbn,

that this victory might have been rendered more
complete, had not orders been iffued to flacken fail

by Brounker, one of the duke's bedchamber, who
pretended authority from his matter. The duke
difclaimed the orders ; but Brounker never was

fufficiently punifhed for his temerity !

. It is allowed,

however, that the duke behaved with great bravery

during the action. He was long in the thickeft of

the fire. The earl of Falmouth, lord Mufkerry,

and Mr. Boyle, were killed by one fhot at his fide,

and covered him all over with their brains and gore.

And it is not likely, that, in a purfuit, where even

perfons of inferior ftation, and of the moil cowardly

difpofition, acquire courage, a commander mould
feel his fpirits to flag, and mould turn from the

! King James, in his Memoirs, gives an account of this affair

different from what we meet with in any hiftorian. He fays, that,

while he was afleep, Brounker brought orders to fir John Harnian,

captain of the fhip, to flacken fail. Sir John remonftrsted, but
obeyed. After i'ome time, finding that his falling back was likely to

produce confufion in the fleet, he hoifted the fail as before : So that the

prince coming foon after on the quarter-deck and finding all things

as he left them, knew nothing of what had pafled during his repole.

No body gave him the leaft intimation of it. It was long after, th.it

he heard of it by a kind of accident ; and he intended to have punifhed

Brounker by martial law; but juft about that time, the houfe of

commons took up the queftion and impeached him, which made it

impofnble for the duke to punifh him otherwife than by difmifijng hi-n

his ibvice. Brounker before the houfe, never pretended that he

had received any orders horn the duke.

D d 2 back
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^xiv
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* ^ac^ °^ an enemy> w^ofe face he had not been afraid

*
. „

*
• to encounter.

1665. This difafter threw the Dutch into confirmation,

and determined de Wit, who was the foul of their

councils, to exert his military capacity, in order to

fupport the declining courage of his countrymen.

He went on board the fleet, which he took under

his command ; and he foon remedied all thofe dif-

orders which had bten occafioned by the late mif-

fortnne. The genius of this man was of the moft

extenfive nature. He quickly became as much
matter of naval affairs, as if he had from his in-

fancy been educated in them ; and he even made
improvements in fome parts of pilotage and failing,

beyond what men expert in thofe arts had ever been

able to attain.

wit?
" ^HE m i s ôrtunes °f tne Dutch determined their

France. allies to act for their affiftan^e and fupport. The
king of France was engaged in a defenfive alliance

with the States -, but as his naval force was yet in

its infancy, he was extremely averfe, at that time,

from entering into a war with fo formidable a power

as England. He long tried to mediate a peace

between the dates, and for that purpofe fent an

embaffy to London, which returned without effect-

ing any thing. Lord Hoilis, the Englifh ambaffa-

. dor at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to

the fide of England ; and, in his mailer's name,
made him the moft tempting offers. Charles was

content to abandon all the Spanifh Low Countries

to the French, without pretending to a foot of

ground for himfelf j provided Lewis would allow

him to purfue his advantages againft the Dutch k
.

But the French monarch, though the conqueft of

that valuable territory was the chief object of his

ambition, rejected the offer as contrary to his in-

k D'Eftrades, 19th December 1664.

i terefts i
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terefts: He thought, that if the Englifh had once chap.
• • T YTV

eftablifhed an uncontrollable dominion over the fea
v _ _.

*.

and over commerce, they would Toon be able to 1665.

render his acquifitions a dear purchafe to him.

When de Lionne, the French fecretary, affured

Van Beuninghen, ambaftador of the States, that

this offer had been prelTed on his matter during fix

months; t(
I can readily believe it," replied the

Dutchman ; " I am fenfible that it is the intereft of
" England »."

Such were the eftablifhed maxims at that time
with regard to the interefts of princes. It mud
however be allowed, that the politics of Charles, in

making this offer, were not a little hazardous. The
extreme weaknefs of Spain would have rendered the

French conquefts eafy and infallible •, but the vigour

of the Dutch, it might be forefeen, would make the

fuccefs of the Englifh much more precarious. And
even were the naval force of Holland totally anni-

hilated, the acquifition of the Dutch commerce to

England could not be relied on as a certain confe-

quence ; nor is trade a conftant attendant of power,

but depends on many other, and fome of them very

delicate circumftances.

Though the king of France was refolved to fup-

port the Hollanders in that unequal conteft in

which they were engaged ; yet he protracted his

declaration, and employed the time in naval pre-

parations, both in the ocean and the Mediterranean.

The king of Denmark meanwhile was refolved not

to remain an idle fpectator of the conteft between

the maritime powers. The part which he acted

was the mod extraordinary : He made a fecret

agreement with Charles to feize all the Dutch fhips

in his harbours, and to fhare the fpoils with the

Englifh, provided they would affift him in execut-

ing this meafure. In order to increafe his prey, he

» D'EArades, 14th Anguft 1665,

D d 3 perfi-
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- prefidioufly invited the Dutch to take fhelter in his

^Z-C~L-> Porrs ; ar>d accordingly the Eaft India fleet, very

•665. richly laden, had put into Bergen. Sandwich, who
now commanded the Englifh navy (the duke hav-

ing gone afiiore), dispatched fir Thomas Tiddiman
with a fquadron to attack them; but whether from
the king of Denmark's delay in fending orders to

the governor, or, what is more probable, from his

avidity in endeavouring .0 engrpfs the whole booty,

the Englifh admiral, though he behaved with great
jjdAuguft. bravery, failed of his purpofe. The Daniih gover-

nor fired upon him ; and the Dutch, having had
ieiiure to fortify themfeives, made a gaiiant refiit-

ance.

The king of Denmark, feemingly afhamed of

his conduct, concluded with fir Gilbert Taibot, the

Englifh envoy, an ofFenfive alliance againft the

States; and at the very fame time," his relident at
R
"P

t
il
rc the Hs2;ue, by his orders, concluded an ofFenfive

mart.' alliance againft England. To th.s latter alliance he
adhered, probably from jealoufy of the increafing

naval power of England ; and he feized and con-

fifcated ail the Englilh fhips in his harbours. This
was a fcnfible check to the advantages which,

Charles had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a

blow was given to the Engiiih commerce ; the king

of Denmark's naval force was alio confiderable, and
threatened every moment a conjunction with the

Hollanders. That prince ftipulated to affift his ally

with a ileet of thirty fail ; and he received in return

a yearly fubfidy of 1,500,000 crowns, of which

300,000 were paid by France.

The king endeavoured to counterbalance thefe

confederacies by acquiring new friends and allies.

He had difpatched iir Richard Fanfhaw into Spain,

who met with a very cold reception. That mo-
narchy was funk into a Hate of weaknefs, and
was menaced with an invafion from France; yet

could net any motive prevail with Philip to enter

into
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into cordial friendfliip with England. Charles's chap.
- /• • LXIV

alliance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica
,

'_
.

and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk to the French j 1665.

all thefe offences funk fo deep in the mind of the

Spanifh monarch, that no motive of intereft was

iufficient to outweigh them.

The bifhop of Munfter was the only ally that

Charles could acquire. This prelate, a man of reft-

lefs enterprife and ambition, had entertained a vio-

lent animofity againft the States; and he was eafily

engaged, by the promife of fubfidies from Eng-
land, to make an incurfion on that republic. With
a tumultuary army of near 20,000 men, he invaded

her territories, and met with weak refiflance. The
land forces of the States were as feeble and ill*

governed, as their fleets were gallant and formi-

dable. But a*fter his committing great ravages in

feveral of the provinces, a flop was put to the pro-

grefs of this warlike prelate. He had not mili-

tary fkill fufficient to improve the advantages which
fortune had put into his hands : The king of France
lent a body of 6000 men to oppofe him : Sub-
fidies were not regularly remitted him from Eng^
land j and many of his troops deferted for want of

pay : The elector of Brandenburgh threatened him
with an invafion in his own ftate : And on the

whole, he was glad to conclude a peace under the

mediation of France, On the flrfr. furmife of his

intentions, fir William Temple was fent from Lon-
don with money to fix him in his former alliance j

but found that he arrived too late,

The Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable

circumftances, continued refolute to exert themfelves

to the utmoft in their own defence. De Ruyter,

their great admiral, was arrived from his expedi-

tion to Guinea : Their Indian fleet was come home
in fafety : Their harbours were crowded with mer-:

chant fhips : Faction at home was appeafed : The
young prince of Orange had put himiei.f under the

P d 4 tuition.
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' tult ^on °f the States °f Holland, and of de Wit,

L _ .- _. their penfionary, who executed his truft with honour
1665. and fidelity: And the animofity which the Hol-

landers entertained againft the attack of the Englifh,

fo unprovoked, as they thought it, made them thirft

for revenge, and hope for better fuccefs in their

next enterprife. Such vigour was exerted in the

common caufe, that, in order to man the fleet, all

merchant mips were prohibited to fail, and even the

fisheries were fufpended m
.

The Englifh like vife continued in the fame dif-

pofition, though andher more grievous calamity

had joined itfelf to that of war. The plague had
broker. 01:: in Lonaon ; and that with fuch violence

10th oa. as to cm ofr, in a year, near 90,000 inhabitants.

The king was obliged to fummon the parliament at

Oxford.
New ftf.

_/__ C00D agreement ftill fubfifted between the

king and parliament. They, on their part, unani-

moully votsd him the fupply demanded, twelve

hundied and fifty thoufand pounds, to be levied in

Five-mile- two years by monthly alTeffments. And he, to gra-

tify them, palled the five- mile- act, which has given

occafion to grievous and not unjuft complaints.

The church, under pretence of guarding monarchy
againft its inveterate enemies, perfevered in the

project of wreaking her own enmity againft the non-

conforming It was enacted, that no difiendng

teacher who took not the non-refiftance oath above

mentioned, mould, except upon the road, come
within five miles of any corporation, or of any place,

where he had preached after the act of oblivion.

The penalty was a fine of fifty pounds, and fix

months imprifonment. By ejecting the non-conform-

ing clergy from their churches, and prohibiting all

feparate congregations, they had been rendered in-

capable of gaining any livelihood by their fpiritual pro-

» Ti'omp's iife. B'Eilrades, $th of February 1665.

fcflion.
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feflion. And now, under colour of removing chap.
them from places where their influence might be

t
_

L*IV'

dangerous, an expedient was fallen upon to de- 1665.

prive them of all means of fubfiftence. Had not

the fpirit of the nation undergone a change, thefe

violences were preludes to the moll furious perfe-

ction.

Howeveji prevalent the hierarchy, this law did

not pafs without oppofition. Befides feveral peers,

attached to the old parliamentary party, South-

ampton himfelf, though Clarendon's great friend,

expreiTed his difapprobation of thefe meafures.

But the chu.'-ch party, not difcouraged with this

oppofition, introduced into the houle of commons
a bill for impofing the oath of non-refiftance on the

whole nation. It was rejected only by three

voices. The parliament, after a ihort feflion, was
3 iftO£i.

prorogued.

After France had declared war, England was 1666^

evidently overmatched in force. Yet fhe poffeffed

this advantage by her fituation, that fhe lay be-

tween the fleets of her enemies, and might be able,-

by fpeedy and well-concerted operations, to prevent

their junction. But fuch was the unhappy conduce
of her commanders, or fuch the want of intelligence

in her minifters, that this circumitance turned ra-

ther to her prejudice. Lewis had given orders to

the duke of Beaufort, his admiral, to fail from
Toulon; and the French fquadron, under his com-
mand, confuting of above forty fail

n
, was now com-

monly fuppofed to be entering the channel. The
Dutch fleet, to the number of feventy-fix fail, was
at fea, under the command of de Ruyter and
Tromp, in order to join him. The duke of Al-
bemarle and prince Rupert commanded the Eng-
lilh fleet, which exceeded not feventy-four fail. Al-
bemarle, who, from his fucceffes under the protector,

* D'Eftrades, aiftof May 1666,

had
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Lxlv

' pofed to detach prince Rupert with twenty ihips, in

3666. order to oppofe the duke of Beaufort. Sir George
Ayfcue, well acquainted with the bravery and con-

duct of de Ruyter, protefted againft the temerity of

this refolution : But Albemarle's authority prevail-

ed. The remainder of the Englifli let fail to give

battle to the Dutch ; who, feeing the enemy ad-

vance quickly upon them, cut their cables, and

prepared for the combat. The battle that enfued

is one of the moft memorable that we read of in

ftory ; whether we confider its long duration, or the

Sea fight defperate courage with which it was fought. Al-
©t four bemarle made here fome atonement by his valour

for the raihnefs of the attempt. No youth, ani-

mated by glory and ambitious hopes, could exert

himfelf more than did this man, who was now in

the decline of life, and who had reached the fum-
mit of honours. We fhall not enter minutely into

particulars. It will be fufficient to mention tho

chief events of each day's engagement.

iftjune. In the firft day, fir William Berkeley, vice-ad-

miral, leading the van, fell into the thickeft of the

enemy, was overpowered, and his fhip taken. He
himfelf was found dead in his cabin, all covered

with blood. The Englifh had the weather- gage of

the enemy ; but as the wind blew fo hard, that they

could not ufe their lower tire, they derived but fmall

advantage from this circumftance. The Dutch
ihot, however, fell chiefly on their fails and rigging;

and few mips were funk or much damaged. Chain-
fhot was at that time a new invention; commonly
attributed to de Wit. Sir John Harman exerted

himfelf extremely on this day. The Dutch admi-
ral, Evertz, was killed in engaging him. Dark-
nels parted the combatants.

The fecond day, the wind was fomewhat fallen,

and the combat became more fteady and more ter-

rible. The Englilh now found, that the greateft

3 valour
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valour cannot compenfate the fuperiority of num- chap,
bers, againft an enemy who is well conducted, and LXIV

-

a

who is not defective in courage. De Ruyter and ,66^
Van Trornp, rivals in glory and enemies from
faction, exerted themfeives in emulation of each

other ; and de Ruyter had the advantage of difen-

gaging and laving his antagonize, who had been
iurrounded by the Englifh, and was in the moft
imminent danger. Sixteen frefh fhips joined the

Dutch fleet during the action ; and the Englifh

were fo Shattered, that their fighting fhips were re-

duced to twenty-eight, and they found themfeives

obliged to retreat towards their own coaft. The
Dutch followed them, and were on the point of

renewing the combat ; when a calm, which came a

little before night, prevented the engagement.

Next morning, the Engiifh were obliged to

continue their retreat; and a proper difpofition was
made for that purpofe. The fhattered fhips were

ordered to ftretch a-head ; and fixteen of the moft
entire followed them in good order, and kept the

'

enemy in awe. Albemarle himfelf clofed the rear,

and prefented an undaunted countenance to his

victorious foes. The earl of Offory, fon of Or-
mond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and
experience in every action throughout Europe, was

then on board the admiral. Albemarle confeflfed to

him his intention rather to blow up his fhip and
perilh gloriouQy, than yield to the enemy. Oflbry

applauded this defperate refolution.

About two o'clock, the Dutch had come up
with their enemy, and were ready to renew the

fight ; when a new fleet was defcried from the fouth,

crowding all their fail to reach the fcene of action.

The Dutch flattered themfeives that Beaufort was

arrived, to cut off the retreat of the vanquifhed

:

The Englifh hoped that prince Rupert had come,

KQ turn the fcale of action. Albemarle, who had

received
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C h A p. received intelligence of the prince's approach, bent

s \ his courfe towards him. Unhappily, fir George
1O66. Ayfcue, in a fhip of a hundred guns, the largeft in

the fleet, ftruck on the Galloper fands, and could

receive no afliftance from his friends, who were

haftening to join the reinforcement. He could not

even reap the confolation of perifhing with honour,

and revenging his death on his enemies. They were

preparing fireihips to attack him, and he was ob-

liged to ftrike. The Engiilh failors, feeing the ne-

ceffity, with the utmoft indignation furrendered

themfelves prifoners.

Albemarle and prince Rupert were now deter-

mined to face the enemy ; and next morning the

battle began afrefh, with more equal force than

ever, and with equal valour. After long cannon-

ading, the fleets came to a clofe combat j which

was continued with great violence, till parted by

a mift. The Engiilh retired firft into their har-

bours.

Though the Englifh, by their obftinate cou-

rage, reaped the chief honour in this engagement,

it is fomewhat uncertain who obtained the victory.

The Hollanders took a few mips ; and having fome
appearances of advantage, exprefTed their fatisfac-

tion by all the figns of triumph and rejoicing. But

as the Englifh fleet was repaired in a little time, and

put to fea more formidable than ever, together with

many of thole fhips which the Dutch had boafted

to have burned or deftroyed; all Europe faw, that

thofe two brave nations were engaged in a con-

teft, which was not likely, on either fide, to prove

decifive.

It was the conjunction alone of the French, that

could give a decilive fuperiority to the Dutch. In

order to facilitate this conjunftion, de Ruyter, hav-

ing repaired his fleet, pofted himfelf at the mouth
of the Thames. The Engiilh, under prince Rupert

and
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and Albemarle, were not long in coming to the c h a p.

attack. The numbers of each fleet amounted to
L
^
IV *

about eighty fail ; and the valour and experience of ,666.

the commanders, as well as of the feamen, rendered 2 5th July,

the engagement fierce and obftinate. Sir Thomas JJjfSg?
Allen, who commanded the white fquadron of the lifh.

Englifh, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely-

routed j and he killed the three admirals who com-
manded it. Van Tromp engaged fir Jeremy Smith

;

and during the heat of action, he was feparated from

de Ruyter and the main body, whether by accident

or defign was never certainly known. De Ruyter,

with conduct and valour, maintained the combat
againft the main body of the Englifh ; and though

overpowered by numbers, kept his ftation, till night

ended the engagement. Next day, finding the

Dutch fleet fcattered and difcouraged, his high

fpirit fubmitted to a retreat, which yet he conduct-

ed with fuch fkill, as to render it equally honour-

able to himfelf as the greateft victory. Full of in-

dignation however at yielding the fuperiority to the

enemy, he frequently exclaimed, <c My God ! what
" a wretch am I ? among fo many thoufand bullets,

" is there not one to put an end to my miferable
« f life ?" One de Witte, his fon-in-law, who flood

near, exhorted him, fince he fought death, to turn

upon the Englifh, and render his life a dear pur-

chafe to the victors. But de Ruyter efteemed ic

more worthy a brave man to perfevere to the utter-

moft, and, as long as poffible, to render fervice to

his country. All that night and next day, the

Englifh preffed upon the rear of the Dutch i

and it was chiefly by the redoubled efforts of de
Ruyter, that the latter faved themfelves in their

harbours.

The lofs fuftained by the Hollanders in this ac-

tion was not very considerable; but as violent ani-

mofities had broken out between the two admirals^

who engaged all the officers on one fide or other,

the
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G h a P. the conftern ition, which took place, was great
LXIV • •

_
' among the provinces. Tromp's commiffion was at

j666. lafb taken from him ; but though feveral captains

had mifbehaved, they were fo effectually protected

by their friends in the magiftracy of the towns, that

moft of them efcaped punifhment, many were ftill

continued in their commands^
The Englifh now rode inconteftable mailers of

the fea, and infulted the Dutch in their harbours.

A detachment under Holmes was fent into the road

of Vlie, and burned a hundred and forty merchant-

men, two men of war, together with Brandaris, a

large and rich village on the coaft. The Dutch
merchants, who loft by this enterprife, uniting

themfelves to the Orange faction, exclaimed agninft

an adminiftration, which, they pretended, had brought

fuch difgrace and ruin on their country. None but

the firm and intrepid mind of de Wit could have

fupported itfelf under fuch a complication of cala-

mities.

The king of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch
would fink under their misfortunes ; at leaft, that

de Wit, his friend, might be difpofTeffed of the ad-

miniftration, haftened the advance of the duke of

Beaufort. The Dutch fleet likewife was again

equipped j and under the command of de Ruyter,

cruiied near the ftraits of Dover. Prince Rupert
with the Englifh navy, now ftronger than ever,

came full fail upon them. The Dutch admiral

thought proper to decline the combat, and retired

into St. John's road near Bulloigne. Here he fhel-

tered himfelf, both from the Englifh, and from a

furious ftorm, which arofe. Prince Rupert too was

obliged to retire into St. Helens ; where he ftayed

fome time, in order to repair the damages which he

had fuftained. Meanwhile the duke of Beaufort

proceeded up the channel, and paffed the Englifh

fleet unperceivedj but he did not find the Dutch,

as he expected. De Ruyter had been feized with a

fever:
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fever: Many of the chief officers had fallen Into c
x̂^

p *

ficknefs : A contagious diftemper was fpread ,_ _ ^
through the fleet: And the States thought it ne- 1666.

cefifary to recall thern into their harbours, before the

enemy could be refitted. The French king, anxi-

ous for his navy, which, with fo much care and in-

duftry, he had lately built, difpatched orders to

Beaufort, to make the beft of his way to Breft.

That admiral had again the good fortune to pafs the

Englifh. One Ihip alone, the Ruby, fell into the

hands of the enemy.

While the war continued without any decifive 3d Sept.

fuccefs on either fide, a calamity happened in Lon- £'
re

.

of

don, which threw the people into great confterna-

tion. Fire, breaking out in a baker's houfe near

the bridge, fpread itfelf on all fides with fuch rapi-

dity, that no efforts could extinguifh it, till it laid in

afhes a confiderable part of the city. The inhabitants,

without being able to provide effectually for their

relief, were reduced to be fpectators of their own
ruin j and were purfued from ftreet to flreet by the

flames, which unexpectedly gathered round them.

Three days and nights did the fire advance; and it

was only by the blowing up of houfes that it was at

laft extinguiihed. The king and duke ufed their

utmoft endeavours to ftop the progrefs of the flames;

but all their induftry was nnfuccefsful. About four

hundred ftreets, and thirteen thoufand houfesj were

reduced to afhes.

The caufes of this calamity were evident. The
narrow ftreets of London, the houfes built entirely

of wood, the dry feafon, and a violent eaft wind
which blew j thefe were fo many concurring cir-

cumstances, which rendered it eafy to afiign the

reafon of the deftruction that enfued.. But the

poeple were not fatisfied with this obvious account.

Prompted by blind rage, fome afcribed the guilt

to the republicans, others to the catholics j though
"it
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chap, it is not eafv to conceive how the burning of London
T "VTV "

,__^ -could ferve the purpofes of either party. As the

1666. papifts were the chief objects of public deteftation,

the rumour, which threw the guilt on them, was

more favourably received by the people. No proof
however, or even prefumption, after the fti icteft in-

'

quiry by a committee of parliament, ever appeared

to authorife fuch a calumny ; yet, in order to give

countenance to the popular prejudice, the inferip-

tion, engraved by authority on the monument,
afcribed this calamity to that hated feci:. 1 his

clauie was erazed by order of king James, when he
came to the throne; but after the revolution it was
replaced. So credulous, as well as obftinate, are

the people, in believing every thing which flatters

their prevailing paffion

!

The fire of London, though at that time a great

calamity, has proved in the ifiue beneficial both to

the city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in

a very little time ; and care was taken to make the

flreets wider and more regular than before. A dif-

cretionary power was afiumed by the king to regu-

late the diltribution of the buildings, and to forbid

the ufe of lath and timber, the materials of which
the houfes were formerly compofed. The neceflity

was fo urgent, and the occafion fo extraordinary,

that no exceptions were taken at an exercife of au-

thority, which otherwife might have been deemed
illegal. Had the king been enabled to carry his

power flill farther, and made the houfes be rebuilt

with perfect regularity, and entirely upon one plan ;

he had much contributed to the convenience, as

well as embellifhment, of the city. Great advan-

tages, however, have refulted from the alterations,

though not carried to the full length. London
became much more healthy after the fire. The
plague, which uled to break out with great fury

twice or thrice every century, and indeed was always

lurking
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:
na; In fome corner or other of the c

fcarcely ever appeared 6nec

Tite :-c foon after, and gav

fanetion of law to thofe rep made by it

aut! nted commifTioners

deciding a;! fuch queilions of pr .Mercy, as mi
arife from the fire. They likewife voted a fir.

of 1,800,600 pounds to be levied, partly by a
j

bill, partly by affeflments. Though their inquiry

bi"ought out no proofs, which could fix on the pa-

pifts the burning of London, the general averfion

againft that feet ftill prevailed ; and complaints

were made, probably without much foundation, of

its dangerous increafe. Charles, at the defire of

the commons, ifiued a proclamation for the banifh-

ment of all priefts and jefuits ; but the bad execu-

tion of this, as well as of former edicts, deftroyed

all confidence in his fincerity, v.henever he pretend-

ed an averfion towards the catholic religion. "Whe-
ther fufpicions of this nature had diminished the

king's popularity, is uncertain; but it appears,

that the fupply was voted much later than Charles

expected, or even than the public necefiities feemed
to require. The intrigues of the duke of Buck-
ingham, a man who wanted only fteadinefs to

render him extremely dangerous, had ibmewhac
embarrafTed the meafures of the court ; and :

was the firft time that the king found any confider-

able reafon to complain of a failure of confidence in

this hcufe of commons. The rinng fympcoms of

iil- humour tended, no doubt, to quicken tl

which were already making towards a peace 1

foreign enemies.

Charles began to be fenfible, that all

for which the war had been una-. . ely

to prove entirely abortive. Dutch, even
when fingle, had defended :

and were every d.v

fkiil and preparations, h their trade had
Vol. VII. Ee "

. ...

1

pes
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c ha p. fuflered extremely, their extenfive credit enabled

^ L
'__f

them to levy great Turns ; and while the leamen- of

1667. England loudly complained for want of pay, the

Dutch navy was regularly fupplied with money
and every thing requifite for its fubfiftence. As
two powerful kings now fupported them, every

place, from the extremity of Norway to the coafts

of Bayonne, was become hoftile to the Englifh.

And Charles, neither fond of action, nor ftimulated

by any violent ambition, earneftly fought for

means of reftoring tranquillity to his people, dif-

gufted with a war, which, being joined with the

plague and fire, had proved fo fruitlefs and de-

ftructive.

The firft advances towards an accommodation
were made by England. When the king fent for

the body of fir William Berkeley, he infinuated to

the States his defire of peace on reafonable terms

;

and their anfwer correfponded in the fame amicable

intentions. Charles, however, to maintain the ap-

pearance of fuperiority, flill infilled that the States

fhould treat at London ; and they agreed to make
him this compliment fo far as concerned them-
felves : But being engaged in alliance with two
crowned heads, they could not, they faid, prevail

with thefe to depart in that refpecl: from their dig-

nity. On a fudden, the king went fo far on the

other fide as to offer the fending of ambafTadors to

the Hague; but this propofal, which feemed ho-

nourable to the Dutch, was meant only to divide

and diflract them, by affording the Englifn an op-

portunity to carry on cabals with the difaffected

party. The offer was therefore rejected; and con-

ferences were iecretly held in the queen-mother's

apartments at Paris, where the pretenfions of both

parties were difcuffed. The Dutch made equitable

propofals ; either that all things fhould be reftored

to the fame condition in which they flood before

the war ; or that both parties fhould continue in

poffeflion
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pofleflion of their prefent acquifitions. Charles chap.
accepted of the latter propofal ; and almoft every

( [_,

thing was adjufted, except the difputes with regard icg 7 .

to the ifle of Polerone. This ifland lies in the

Eaft Indies, and was formerly valuable for its pro-

duce of fpices. The Englifh had been matters of

it ; but were difpofTerTed at the time when the vio-

lences were committed againft them at Amboyna.
Cromwel had ftipulated to have it reftored ; and

the Hollanders, having firft entirely deflroyed all

the fpice trees, maintained, that they had executed

the treaty, but that the Englifh had been anew ex-

pelled during the courfe of the war. Charles renewed

his pretenfions to this ifland ; and as the reafons on
both fides began to multiply, and feemed to re-

quire a long difcuffion, it was agreed to transfer the

treaty to fome other place ; and Charles made choice

of Breda.

Lord Hollis and Henry Coventry were the Eng-
lifh ambafTadors. They immediately defired, that

a fufpenfion of arms fhould be agreed to, till the

feveral claims fhould be adjufted : But this prcpofal,

feemingly fo natural, was rejected by the credit of

de Wit. That penetrating and active minifter,

thoroughly acquainted with the characters of princes

and the fituation of affairs, had difcovered an oppor-

tunity of {hiking a blow, which might at once re-

itore to the Dutch the honour loft during the war,

and feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he afcrib-

ed to the wanton ambition and injuftice of the

Englifh.

Whatever projects might have been formed by

Charles for fecreting the money granted him by par-

liament, he had hitherto failed in his intention.

The expences of fuch vaft armaments had exhaust-

ed all the fupplies °
; and even a great debt was

contracted

The Dutch had fpcnt on the war near 40 millions of livres a-

year, above three millions Jterling : A much gieater luni than had

E e z b-eu
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chap. contracted to the feamcn. The king therefore was

i^ '_j refolved to fave, as far as poffible, the laft fupply

1667. of i,8co,coo pounds i and to employ it for pay-

ment of his debts, as well thofe which had been

occafioned by the war, as thofe which he had for-

merly contracted. He obferved, that the Dutch
had been with great reluctance forced into the war,

and that the events of it were not fuch as to infpire

them with great defire of its continuance. The
French, he knew, had been engaged into hoftilities

by no other motive than that of fupporting their

ally ; and were now more defirous than ever of

putting an end to the quarrel. The differences be-

tween the parties were fo inconfiderable, that the

conclusion of peace appeared infallible ; and no-

thing but forms, at lean: fome vain points of ho-

nour, feemed to remain for the ambaffadors at

Breda to difcufs. In this fituation, Charles, moved
by an ill-timed frugality, remitted his preparations,"

and expofed England to one of the greater!, affronts

which it has ever received. Two fmall fquadrons

alone were equipped ; and during a war with fuch

potent and martial enemies, every thing was left al-

moft in the fame fituation as in times of the moft
profound tranquillity.

De Wit protracted the negotiations at Breda,

and haftened the naval preparations. The Dutch
fleet appeared in the Thames under the command
of de Ruyter, and threw the Englifli into the utmoft

consternation. A chain had been drawn acrofs the

river Medway ; fome fortifications had been added
to Sheernefs and Upnore-caftle : But all thefe pre-

parations were unequal to the prefent neceffity.

Sheernefs was foon taken ; nor could it be faved by
the valour of fir Edward Sprague, who defended

been granted by the Englifli parliament. D'Eftrades, i+th of Decem-
ber 1665; ilt ct January 1666. Temple, vol. i. p. 71. Itwaspro-
b ib] of money which engaged the king to pay the feainen

with tickets ; a contrivance which proved ib mush to their Jois.

it.
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it. Having the advantage of a fprins; tide and an c H A P.

eafterly wind, the Dutch prcfTed on, and broke the ,

' '
'_,

chain, though fortified by fome fhips, which had been 1667.

there funk by orders of the duke of Albemarle. *<?* June*

They burned the three fhips, which lay to guard Chatham,

the chain, the Matthias, the Unity, and the Charles

the Fifth. After damaging feveral vefTels, and poi-

fefling themfelves of the hull of the Royal Charles,

which the Engliih had burned, they advanced with

fix men of war and five fire- fhips, as far as Upnore-
caflle, where they burned the Royal Oak, the Loyal
London, and the Great James. Captain Douglas,

who commanded on board the Royal Oak, perifhed

in the flames, though he had an cafy opportunity of
efcaping. tc Never was it known," he laid, " that
*' r a Douglas had left his pofl without orders p ."

The Hollanders fell down the Medway without re-

ceiving any considerable damage ; and it was appre-

hended, that they might next tide fail up the Thames,
and extend their hoftilities even to the bridge of

London- Nine fhips were funk at Woolwich, four

at Blackwall : Platforms were raifed in many places,

furnifhed with artillery : The train- bands were called

out; and every place was in a violent agitation. The
Dutch failed next to Portfmouth, where they made
a fruitlefs attempt : They met with no better fuc-

cefs at Plymouth : They infulted Harwich : They
failed again upon the Thames as far as Tilbury,

where they were repulfed. The whole coaft was in

alarm ; and had the French thought proper at this

time to join the Dutch fleet, and to invade England,

confequences the moft fatal might juflly have been
apprehended. But Lewis had no intention to pufh
the victory to fuch extremities. His intereft re-

quired that a balance fhould be kept between the

two maritime powers; not that an uncontrolled fu-

perioi'ity fhould be given to either.

P Temple, vol. ii. p. 41,

£ e 3 Great
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P * Great indignation prevailed amongft the Eng-

L - -'_/ Mi, to fee an enemy, whom they regarded as infe-

1667. rior, whom they had expected totally to fubdue, and
over whom they had gained many honourable ad-

vantages, now of a fudden ride undifputed mailers

of the ocean, burn their mips in their very harbours,

fill every place with confufion, and ftrike a terror into

the capital itfeif. But though the caufe of all thefe

difafters could be afcribed neither to bad fortune,

to the mifconduct of admirals, nor to the ill be-

haviour of feamen, but folely to the avarice, at

lead to the improvidence, of the government ; no
dangerous fymptoms of difcontent appeared, and no
attempt for an infurrection was made by any of

thofe numerous feclaries, who had been lb openly

branded for their rebellious principles, and who
upon that fuppofition had been treated with fuch

feverity q
.

In the prefent diflrefs, two expedients were em-
braced : An army of 1 2,qoo men was fuddenly le-

vied ; and the parliament, though it lay under pro-

rogation, was fummoned to meet. The houfes were
very thin ; and the only vote, which the commons
parted, was an addrefs for breaking the army j which
was complied with. This expreflion of jealoufy

fhewed the court what they might expect: from that

afiembly ; and it was thought more prudent to pro-

rogue them till next winter.

july. But the figning of the treaty at Breda extricated

of the king from his prefent difficulties. The Englifh.
2j:ed3,

ambalTadors received orders to recede from thofe

demands, which, however frivolous in themfelves,

could not now be relinquifned, without acknow-
ledging a fuperiority in the enemy. Polerone re-

mained with the Dutch i fatisfa&ion for the mips

'\ Some non-conformifts, however, both in Scotland and England,

ha<l kept a correfpondence with the States, and had entertained pro-

jects for infuncctions, but they were too weak even to attempt the exe-

cution, of them. D'Eftradcs, 13th Oftobu- 1665,

Bona-
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Bonaventure and Good -hope, the pretended c "
^

Vm

grounds of the quarrel, was no longer infilled on:
,

-
r

-*j

Acadie was yielded to the French. The acqui- 1667.

fition of New-York, a fettlement lb important by-

its fituation, was the chief advantage which the

Englifh reaped from a war, in which the national

character of bravery had fhone out with iuftre, but

where the mifconduct of the government, efpe-

cially in the conclufion, had been no lefs ap-

parent.

To appeafe the people by fome facrifice feemed Claren-

requifite before the meeting of parliament ; and the <ion s faU *

prejudices of the nation pointed out the victim.

The chancellor was at this time much expofed to the

hatred of the public, and of every party which di-

vided the nation. All the numerous fectaries re-

garded him as their determined enemy ; and afcrib-

ed to his advice and influence thofe perfecuting laws,

to which they had lately been expofed. The ca-

tholics knew, that while he retained any authority,

all their credit with the king and the duke would be

entirely ufelefs to them, nor muft they ever expect

any favour or indulgence. Even the royaiifls, dis-

appointed in their fanguine hopes cf preferment,

threw a great load of envy on Clarendon, into whofe

hands the king feemed at fir it to have refigned the

whole power of government. The fale of Dunkirk,

the bad payment of the feamen, the difgrace at

Chatham, the unfuccefsful conclufion of the war j

all thefe misfortunes were charged on the chancellor,

who, though he had ever oppofed the rupture with

Holland, thought it {till his duty to juftify what he

could not prevent. A building, likewife, of more
expence and magnificence than his (lender fortune

could afford, being unwarily undertaken by him,

much expofed him to public reproach, as if he

had acquired great riches by corruption. The po-
pulace gave it commonly the appellation of Dun-
kirk Ho ufe.

E e 4 The
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C h A P. The kino; himlelf, who had always more revered

T ~X\ V
L 1 '. than loved the chancelk. ' v ' rally cftranged

j5e'y. from him. " A mid ft tii . ft of the

court, that minifter ftill n inflexible

dignity, and would not fubmit to any condefcenfions,

which he deemed unworthy of his age and character.

Buckingham, a man of profligate morals, happy,

in his talent for ridicule, but expofed in his own
conduct to all the ridicule which he threw on others,

flill made him the object of his raillery, and gra-

dually leiTened in the king that regard which he

bore to his -minifter. When any difficulties arofe,

either for want of power or money, the blame was

ftill thrown on him, who, it was believed, had

carefully at the reft oration checked all lavifti con-

ceffidnS to the king. And i hat perhaps touched

Charles more nearly, he found in Clarendon, it is

iaid, obstacles to his pleafures as well as to his

ambition.

The king, difguftcd > with the homely perfon

of his confort, and defirous of having children,

had hearkened to propofals of obtaining a di-

vorce, on pretence either of her being pre-en-

gaged to another, or of having made a vow of

chaitity before her marriage. He was farther fti-

mulated by his paflion for Mrs. Stuart,' daughter

of a Scotch gentleman ; a lady of great beauty,

and whofe virtue he had hitherto found impreg-

nable : But Clarendon, apprehenfive of the confe-

rences attending a difputed title, and perhaps

anxious for the iucceftion of his own grandchildren

engaged the duke of Richmond to marry Mrs.
Stuart, and thereby put an end to the king's hopes.

In is pretended that Charles never forgave this dif*

uppointment.

When politics, therefore, and inclination both

concurred to make the king facrifice Clarendon to

popular prejudices, the memory of his paft fervices

was not able any longer to delay his fall. The grea:

feal
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feral was taken from him, and given to fir Orlando c h ap-

Bridgeman, by the title of Lord Keeper. South- .
' "_j

ampton, the treafurer, was~now dead, who had per- 166?.

levered to the utmoft in his attachments to the chan-

cellor. The laft time he appeared at the council-

table, lie exerted his friendfhip with a vigour which

neither age nor infirmities could abate. " This
" man," laid he, fpeaking of" Clarendon, " is a
" true proteftant and an honed Engliihrnnn ; and
" while he enjoys power, we are fecure of our laws,

" liberties, and religion. I dread the confequences
" of his removal."

But the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient

to gratify the malice of his enemies : His total ruin

was refolved on. The duke of York in vain ex- C

erted his intereft in behalf of his father-in-law.

Both prince and people united in promoting that

violent meafure •, and no means were thought fo

proper for ingratiating the court with a parliament,

which had fo long been governed bv that very mini-

fter, who was now to be the victim of their pre-

judices.

Some popular acts paved the way for the feffion ;

and the parliament, in their firfh addrefs, gave the

king thanks for thefe inftances of his goodnefs, and,

among the reft, they took care to mention his dif-

mifllon of Clarendon. The king, in reply, affured

the houfe's, that he would never again employ that

nobleman in any public office whatfoever. Imme-
diately, the charge againft him was opened in the

houfe of commons by i4r. Seymour, afterwards fir

Edward, and confifted of feventeen articles. The
houfe, without examining particulars, farther than

hearing general affirmations, that all would be proved,

immediately voted his impeachment. Many of the

articles
r we know to be either falfe or frivolous

;

and fuch of them as we are lefs acquainted with, we
v

r See note [M] at the end of the volume,

npay
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chap, may fairly prefume to be no better grounded. His

u ,

'_
f
advifing the fale of Dunkirk, leems the heavieft and

1667. trueft part of the charge ; but a miftake in judg-

ment, allowing it to be fuch, where there appear no
fymptoms of corruption or bad intention, it would

be very hard to impute as a crime to any minifter.

The king's neceflities, which occafioned that mea-
fure, cannot, with any appearance of reafon, be

charged on Clarendon; and chiefly proceeded from

the over-frugal maxims of the parliament itfelf, in

not granting the proper fupplies to the crown.

When the impeachment was carried up to the

peers, as it contained an accufation of treafon in

general, without fpecifying any particulars, it feemed

not a fufHcient ground for committing Clarendon to

cuftody. The precedents of Strafford and Laud
were not, by reafon of the violence of the times,

deemed a proper authority; but as the commons
ftill infilled upon his commitment, it was necefiary

to appoint a free conference between the houfes.

The lords perfevered in their refolution ; and the

commons voted this conduct to be an obftruction to

public juftice, and a precedent of evil and dangerous

tendency. They alfo chofe a committee to draw up

a vindication of their own proceedings.

Clarendon, finding that the popular torrent,

united to the violence of power, ran with impetuo-

fity againft him, and that a defence, offered to fuch

prejudiced ears, would be entirely ineffectual,

thought proper to withdraw. At Calais, he wrote a

paper addreffed to the houfe of lords. He there faid,

that his fortune, which was but moderate, had been

gained entirely by the lawful, avowed profits of his

office, and by the voluntary bounty of the king;

that during the firft years after the reftoration he

had always concurred in opinion with the other

counfellors, men of fuch reputation that no one
could entertain fufpicions of their wifdom or inte-

grity ; that his credit loon declined, and however

he
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he might difapprove of fome meafures, he found it c ha p.

vain to oppofe them > that his repugnance to the
1
)

LXIV '

Dutch war, the fource of all the public grievances, ,667.

was always generally known, as well as his difappro-

bation of many unhappy Heps taken in conducting

it ; and that whatever pretence might be made of

public offences, his real crime, that which had ex-

afperated his powerful enemies, was his frequent op-

pofition to exorbitant grants, which the importunity

of fuitors had extorted from his majefty.

The lords tranfmitted this paper to the commons
under the appellation of a libel j and by a vote of

both houfes, it was condemned to be burned by the

hands of the hangman. The parliament next pro-

ceeded to exert their legiflative power againft Cla-

rendon, and paITed a bill of banifnment and incapa- Claren-

city, which received the royal aiTent. He retired
do
£

s hT
into r ranee, where he lived in a private manner.

He furvived his banifhment fix years -

y and he em-
ployed his leifure chiefly in reducing into order the

Hiftory of the Civil Wars, for which he had before

collected materials. The performance does honour
to his memory; and, except Whitlocke's Memo-
rials, is the moil candid account of thofe times,

compofed by any cotemporary author.

Clarendon was always a friend to the liberty and
conftitution of his country. At the commencement
of the civil wars, he had entered into the late king's

fervice, and was honoured with a great {hare in the

efteem and friendihip of that monarch : He was
puriued with unrelenting animofity by the long

parliament : He had fliared all the fortunes, and
directed all the counfels of the prefent king during

his exile : He had been advanced to the higheft

trufl and offices after the refloration : Yet all thefe

circumftances, which might naturally operate with

fuch force, either on refentment, gratitude, or

ambition, had no influence on his uncorrupted

mind.
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CHAP. mind. It is faid, that when he firfl engaged in the

yj^^j ftudy of the law, his father exhorted him with great

1667. earneftnefs to jfhun the practice too common in that

profeffion, of {training every point in favour of pre-

rogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience to the

opprefllon of liberty : And in the midft of thefe

rational and virtuous counfels, which he reiterated,

he was fuddenly feized with an apoplexy, and ex-

pired in his fon's prefence. This cii cumitance gave

additional weight to the principles which he in-

culcated.

The combination of king and fubject to opprels

fo good a minifter affords, to men of oppofite dif-

pofitions, in equal occafion of inveighing againft

the ingratitude of princes, or ignorance of the

people. Charles feems never to have mitigated his

refentment againft Clarendon ; and the national pre-

judices purfued him to his retreat in France. A
company of Englifh foldiers, being quartered near

him, affaulted his houfe, broke open the doors, gave

him a dangerous wound on the head, and would
have proceeded to the laft extremities, had not their

officers, hearing of the violence, happily interpofed.

*56S. The next expedient which the king embraced,

in order to acquire popularity, is more deferving of

praife ; and, had it been fteadily purfued, would
probably have rendered his reign happy, certainly

his memory refpecred. It is the Triple Alliance of

which I fpeak ; a meafure, which gave entire fatif-

faclion to the public.

State of The glory of France, which had long been
France. eclipfed, either by domeftic factions, or by the fupe-

rior force of the Spaniih monarchy, began now to

break out with great luftre, and to engage the atten-

tion of the neighbouring nations. The independent

power and mutinous fpirit of the nobility were fub-

dued : The popular pretentions of the parliament

retrained : The Hugonot party reduced to fubjec-

3 tion 5
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tion : That extenfive and fertile country, enjoying chap.
every advantage both of climate and fituation, was ,

XIV
*_»

fully peopled with ingenious and induftrious inha- ,662.

bitants : And while the fpirit of the nation difcovered

all the vigour and bravery requifite for great enter-

prifes, it was tamed to an entire fubmifTion under the

will of the fovereign.

The fovereign who now filled the throne was well Charaaer

adapted, by his perfonal character, both to increafe xiy
6™8

and to avail himfelf of thefe advantages. Lewis XIV.
endowed with every quality which could enchant the

people, poffeffed many which merit the approbation

of the wife. The mafculine beauty of his perfon was
embellifhed with a noble air : The dignity of his

behaviour was tempered with affability and politenefs

:

Elegant without effeminacy, addicted to pleafure

without neglecting bufinefs, decent in his very vices,

and beloved in the midft of arbitrary power, he fur-

paffed all cotemporary monarchs, as in grandeur, fo

likewife in fame and glory.

His ambition, regulated by prudence, not by
juftice, had carefully provided every means of con-

quest ; and before he put himfelf in notion, he

feemed to have abfolutely enfured fuccefs. His
finances were brought into order : A naval power
created : His armies increafed and difciplined : Ma-
gazines and military ftores provided : And though

the magnificence of his court was fupported beyond
all former example, fo regular was the ceconomy
obferved, and lb willingly did the people, now en-

riched by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied

taxes, that his military force much exceeded what in

any preceding age had ever been employed by any

European monarch.

The fudden decline and almoft total fall of the*

Spanilh monarchy, opened an inviting field to fo

enterprifing a prince, and feemed to promife him
eafy and extenfive conquefts. The other nations of

Europe, feeble or ill-governed, were aftonifh^d at

the
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c h A P. tne greatnefs of his rifing empire ; and all of them

v___N/_^,
caft their eyes towards England, as the only power

1668. which could fave them from that fubjeftion with

which they feemed to be fo nearly threatened.

The animofity which had anciently fubfrfted be-

tween the Englifh and French nations, and which

had been fufpended for above a century by the jea-

loufy of Spanifh greatnefs, began to revive and to

exert itfelf. The glory of preferving the balance of

Europe, a glory fo much founded on juftice and

humanity, flattered the ambition of England; and

the people were eager to provide for their own future

fecurity, by oppofing the progrefs of fo hated a rival.

The profpect of embracing fuch meafures had con-

tributed, among other reafons, to render the peace

of Breda fo univerfaily acceptable to the nation.

By the death of Philip IV. king of Spain, an in-

viting opportunity, and fome very (lender pre-

tences, had been afforded to call forth the ambition

of Lewis.

At the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis
efpoufed the Spanilh princefs, he had renounced

every title of fucceffion to every part of the Spanifh

monarchy; and this renunciation had been couched
in the moil accurate and moft precife terms that

language could afford. But, on the death of his

father-in-law, he retracted his renunciation, and
pretended that natural rights, depending on blood

and fucceffion, could not be annihilated by any ex-

torted deed or contract. Philip had left a fon,

Charles II. of Spain ; but as the queen of France

was of a former marriage, fhe laid claim to a con-

fiderable province of the Spanifh monarchy, even

to the exclufion of her brother. By the cuftoms of

fome parts of Brabant, a female of a firft marriage

was preferred to a male of a fecond, in the fucceffion

to private inheritances ; and Lewis thence inferred,

that his queen had acquired a right to the dominion

of that important dutchy.

4 A claim

I
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A claim of this nature was more properly flip- chap.
ported by military force than by argument and rea- , ,

'

f

lbning. Lewis appeared on the frontiers of the 1668.

Netherlands with an army of 40,000 men, com-
vafiorf*

€^""

manded by the belt generals of the age, and pro- the Low
vided with every thing neceffary for action. The Countries.

Spaniards, though they might have forefeen this

meafure, were totally unprepared. Their towns,

without magazines, fortifications, or garrifons, fell

into the hands of the French king, as foon as he
prefented himfelf before them. Athe, Lifle, Tour-
nay, Oudenarde, Courtray, Charleroi, Binche, were

immediately taken : And it was vifible that no force

in the Low Countries was able to flop or retard the

progrefs of the French arms.

This meafure, executed with fuch celerity and
fuccefs, gave great alarm to almoft every court in

Europe. It had been obferved with what dignity,

or even haughtinefs, Lewis, from the time he began

to govern, had ever fupported all his rights and
pretenfions. D'Eftrades, the French ambailador,

and Watteville, the Spanifh, having quarrelled in

London, on account of their claims for precedency,

the French monarch was not fatisfied till Spain lent

to Paris a folemn embaily, and promifed never more
to revive fuch contefts. Crequi, his ambaffador at

Rome, had met with an affront from the pope's

guards : The pope, Alexander VII. had been con-

ftrained to break his guards, to fend his nephew to

afk pardon, and to allow a pillar to be erected in

Rome itfelf, as a monument of his own humilia-

tion. The king of England too had experienced

the high fpirit and uniubmitting temper of Lewis.

A pretenfion to fuperionty in the Englifh flag having

been advanced, the French monarch remonftrated

with fuch vigour, and prepared himfelf to refill: with

fuch courage, that Charles found it more prudent

to delift from his vain and antiquated claims. The
kins
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G hap. king of England, faid Lewis- to his ambafTa3qr

^ '_
_ '_, D'Edrades, may know my force, but he knows not

1668. the fentimehts of my heart : Every thing appear? to

me contemptible in companion of glory 5
.

'1 hefe

meafures of conduct had «iven drone indications of

his character : But the invafion of Flanders dif-

covered an ambition which, being fuppbrted by fuch

overgrown power, menaced the general liberties of

Europe.

As no date lay nearer the danger, none was feized

with more terror than the United Provinces. They
were dill engaged, together with France, in a war
againft England ; and Lewis had promifed them
that he would take no dep r.gaind Spain without

previoufly informing them: But, contrary to this

aflurance, he kept a total filence, till on the very

point of entering upon action. H the renunciation

made at the treaty of the Pyrenees was not valid, it

was forefeen, that upon the death of the king of

Spain, a fickly infant, the whole monarchy would
be claimed by Lewis, after which it would be vainly

expected to {ct bounds to his pretenfions. Charles,

acquainted with thefe well-grounded apprehenfions

of the Dutch, had been the more obdinate in in-

filling on his own. conditions at Breda ; and by de-

laying to fign the treaty, had imprudently expofed

himfelf to the fignal difgrace which he received at

Chatham. De Wit, fenlible that a few weeks delay

would be of no confequence in the Low Countries,

took this opportunity of driking an important blow,

and of fTnifhing the war with honour to himfelf and

to his country.

Negotia- Negotiations meanwhile commenced for the
dobs. faving of Flanders; but no refinance was made to the

French arms. The Spanifh miniders exclaimed every

where againft the flagrant injuftice of Lewis's preten-

tions, and reprefented it to be the intereft of every

' z$\h ol" January i66z«

power



CHARLES II. 433

power in Europe, even more than of Spain itfelf, chap.
to prevent his conqueft of the Low Countries. The

, ^^
etnperor and the German princes difcovered evident ,468,

fymptoms of difconient; but their motions were

flow and backward. The States, though terrified

at the profpect of having their frontier expofed to

fo formidable a foe, law no refource, no means of

fafety. England indeed feemed difpofed to make
oppofirion to the Frehch ; but the variable and im-
politic conduct of Charles kept that republic from
making him any open advances, by which lhe

might lofe the friendfhip of France, without ac-

quiring any new ally. And though Lewis, dreading

a combination of all Europe, had offered terms of
accommodation, the Dutch apprehended, left thefe,

either from the obftinacy of the Spaniards, or the

ambition of the French, mould never be carried into

execution.

Charles refolved with great prudence to take

the firft itep towards a confederacy. Sir William
Temple, his refident at Brufiels, received orders to

go fecretly to the Plague, and to concert with the

States the means of favine the Netherlands. This
man, whom philofophy had taught to defpife the

world, without rendering him unfit for it, was frank,

open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks of vulgar

politicians : And meeting in de Wit with a man of

the fame generous and enlarged ientiments, he im-
mediately opened his matter's intentions, and prefied

a ipeedy conclulion. A treaty was from the firft

negotiated between thefe two ftatefmen with the

fame cordiality as if it were a private tran faction

between intimate companions. Deeming the inte-

refts of their country the fame, they gave full fcope

to that fympathy of character which difpofed them
to an entire reliance on each other's profeffions and
engagements. And though jeakmfy againft the

houle of Orange might infpire de Wit with an aver-

fion to a ftrict union with England, he eenerouily

Vol. VII. F f "
refolved
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chap, j-cfolved to facrifice all private confiderations to the

^XIV
^ public fervice.

j66s. Temple infifted on an offenfive league between

England and Holland, in order to oblige France to

reiinquifh all her conquefts : But de Wit told him,

that this meafure was too bold and precipitate to be

agreed to by the States. He faid, that the French

were the old and conflant allies of the republic

;

and, till matters came to extremities, (he never

would deem it prudent to abandon a friendfhip fo

well eitablifhed, and rely entirely on a treaty with

England, which had lately waged fo cruel a war

againft her: That ever fin ce the reign of Elizabeth,

there had been fuch a fluctuation in the Englifh

councils, that it was not poffibie, for two years to-

gether, to take any fure or certain meafures with

that kingdom : That though the prefent miniftry,

having entered into views fo conformable to national

interefl, promifed greater firmnefs and conftancy, it

might Hill be unfafe, in a bufinefs of fuch confe-

quence, to put entire confidence in them : That the

French monarch was young, haughty, and power-

ful ; and if treated in fo imperious a manner, would

expofe himfelf to the greateft extremities rather than

fubmit: That it was fufHcient, if he could be con-

strained to adhere to the offers which he himfelf had

already made ; and if the remaining provinces of

the Low Countries could thereby be faved from the

danger, with which they were at prefent threatened

:

And that the other powers, in Germany and the

north, whofe affirlance they might expect, would be

fatisfied with putting a (top to the French conquefts,

without pretending to recover the places already

loft.

The Englifh minifter was content to. accept of

the terms propofed by the penfionary. Lewis had
offered to reiinquifh all the queen's rights, on con-

dition either of keeping the conquefts which he had

made laft campaign, or of receiving, in lieu of them,

Tranche-
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Franchgcomte, together with Cambray, Aire, and chap*
St. Omers, De Wit and Temple founded their ,

LXIV -

treaty upon this propofai. They agreed to offer iggIT"*

their mediation to the contending powers, and ob- /.

lige France to adhere to this alternative, and Spain
to accept of it. If Spain refufed, they agreed, that

France mould not profecute her claim by arms,

but leave it entirely to England and Holland to

employ force for making the terms effectual. And
the remainder of the Low Countries they thence-

forth guaranteed to Spain. A defenfive alliance

was likewife concluded between Holland and Eng-
land.

The articles of this confederacy were foon ad-

jufted by fuch candid and able negotiators : But the

greateft difficulty fbill remained. By the conftitution

of the republic, all the towns in all the provinces

mud give their confent to every alliance; and be-

fides that this formality could not be difpatched in

lefs than two months, it was juftly to be dreaded,

that the influence of France would obftruct the

paffing of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities.

D'Eftrades, the French ambaffador, a man of abi-

lities, hearing of the league which was on the car-

pet, treated it lightly; tl Six weeks hence," faid

he, Cf we fhall fpeak to it." To obviate this diffi-

culty, de Wit had the courage, for the public good,

to break through the laws in fo fundamental an ar-

ticle ; and by his authority, he prevailed with the

States General at once to fign and ratify the league:

Though they acknowledged that, if that meaiure 13th ; ;iJ .

fhould difpleafe their conltituents, they rifked their

heads by this irregularity. After fealing, all parties

embraced with great cordiality. Temple cried out,

At Breda, as friends : Here, as brothers. And de

Wit added, that now the matter was finifhed it look-

ed like a miracle.

Room had been left in the treaty for the acceffion ty^c
of Sweden, which was foon after obtained; and thus leas uc«

F f 2, was
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c 1*^ p - was concluded in five days the triple league ; an event

^_ .
^

'_j received with equal furprife and approbation by the

j66s. world. Notwithstanding the unfortunate conclufion

of the laft war, England now appeared in her pro-

per itation, and, by this wife conduct, had recover-

ed aD her influence and credit in Europe. Temple
likewife received great applaufe ; but to all the com-
pliments made him on the occafion, he modeftly re-

plied, that to remove things from their centre, or

proper element, required force and labour; but that

of themfelves they eafily returned to it.

The French monarch was extremely difpleafed

with this meafure. Not only bounds were at pre-

fent fet to his ambition : Such a barrier was alfo

raifed as feemed for ever impregnable. And though

his own offer was made the foundation of the treaty,

he had prefcribed fo fhort a time for the acceptance

of it, that he ftill expected, from the delays and re-

luctance of Spain, to find ibme opportunity for elud-

ing it. The court of Madrid fhowed equal dif-

pleafure. To relinquish any part of the Spaniih

provinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjuft, and
thefe urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, in-

fpired the higheft difguft. Often did the Spaniards

threaten to abandon entirely the Low Countries,

rather than fubmit to fo cruel a mortification j and

they endeavoured, by this menace, to terrify the

mediating powers into more vigorous meafures for

their fupport. But Temple and de Wit were better

acquainted with the views and interefts of Spain.

They knew, that fhe muft dill retain the Low
Countries, as a bond of connection with the other

European powers, who alone, if her young monarch
ihould happen to die without iiTue, could infure her

independency againft the pretenfions of France.

They ftill urged, therefore, the terms of the triple

league, and threatened Spain with war in cafe of
refufal. The plenipotentiaries of all the powers met
21 Aix-la-Chapelle. Temple was miniiler for Eng-

land j
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land; Van Beuninshen for Holland; D'Ohna for p H''A h
Sweden. ,_ _,

Spain at lad, preffed on all hands, accepted of 1608.

the alternative offered; but in her very compliance

fhe gave ftrong fymptom 1
: ci ill- humour and dif-

content. It had been apparent, that the Holland-

ers, entirely neglecting the honour of the Spanifli

monarch, had been anxious only for their own ie-

curity; and, provided they could remove Lewis to

a diftance from their frontier, were more indifferent

what progrefs he made in other places. Senfible of

thefe views, the queen regent of Spain refolved ftill

to keep them in an anxiety, which might for the

future be the foundation of an union more intimate

than they were willing at prefent to enter into.

Franchecomte, by a vigorous and well-concerted Treaty of

plan of the French king, had been conquered, in Aix-la-

fifteen days, during n. rigorous feafon, and in the
Ch^ el e *

midft of winter. She chofe, therefore, to recover

this province, and to abandon ail the towns conquer-

ed in Flanders during the laft campaign. By this

means, Lewis extended his garrifons into the heart

of the Lovv Countries; and a very feeble barrier re-

mained to the Spanifh provinces.

But notwithstanding the advantages of his fitu-

ation, the French monarch could entertain fmall

hopes of ever extending his conquefts on that quar-

ter which lay the molt expofed to his ambition, and
where his acquifitions were of moft importance.

The triple league guaranteed the remaining pro-

vinces to Spain ; and the emperor and other powers

of Germany, whofe intereft feemed to be intimately

concerned, were invited to enter into the fame con-

federacy. Spain herfelf, having, about this time,

under the mediation of Charles, made peace on
equal terms with Portugal, might be expected to

exert more vigour and oppofition to her haughty

and triumphant rival. The great iatisficlion, ex-

preiled in England, on account of the counfels now
F f 3 embraced
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P# emkraced by the court, promifed the hearty concur-

t_L^Lj rence of parliament in every meafure which could
»663. be propofed for pppqfition to the grandeur of

France. And thus all Europe feemed to repofe

herfelf with fecurity under the wings of that power-
ful confederacy, which had been fo happily formed
for her protection. It is now time to give fome
account of the ftate of affairs in Scotland and in

Ireland.

^.ffiurs of The Scottish nation, though they had never been

fubject to the arbitrary power of their prince, had

but very imperfect notions of law and liberty; and

icarcely in any age had they ever enjoyed an admi-

niFcration, which had confined itfelf within the pro-

per boundaries. By their final union alone with

England, their once hated adverfary, they have

happily attained, the experience of a government

perfectly regular, and exempt from all violence and

dice. Charles, from his averfion to bufinefs,

had intruded the affairs of that country to his mini-

iters, particularly Middleton ; and thefe could not

forbear making very extraordinary ftretches of au-

thority.

There had been intercepted a letter, written by

lord Lome to lord Duffus, in which, a little too

plainly, but very truly, he complained, that his

enemies had endeavoured by falfehood to prepoflefs

the king againft him. But he faid, that he had now
difcovered them, had defeated them, and had gained

the perfon, meaning the earl of Clarendon, upon

whom the chief of them depended. This letter was

produced before the parliament; and Lome was

tried upon an old tyrannical, abfurd law againft

JLeafing-making ; by which it was rendered criminal

to belie the fubjecb of the king, or create in him
an ill opinion of them. He was condemned to die

:

But Charles was much difpleafed with the fentence,

$nd granted him a pardon \

» Burnet, p 149.

% It
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It was carried in parliament, that twelve perfons, C h a p.

without crime, witnefs, trial, or accufer, mould be ^L^g
declared incapable of all trult or office ; and to ren- 16C8.

der this injuftice more egregious, it was agreed, that

thefe perfons fhould be named by ballot : A method
of voting which feveral republics had adopted at

elections, in order to prevent faction and intrigue

;

but which could ferve only as a cover to malice and
iniquity, in the inflicting of punifhments. Lauder-
dale, Crawford, and fir Robert Murray, among
others, were incapacitated: But the king, who dif-

approved of this injuftice, refufed his aflfent
r

.

An a£t was pafTed againft all perfons, who fhould

move the king for reitoring the children of thofe

who were attainted by parliament; an unheard-of
reftraint on applications for grace and mercy. No
penalty was affixed ; but the act was but the more
violent and tyrannical on that account. The court-

lawyers had eftablifhed it. as a maxim, that the af-

figning of a punifhment was a limitation of the

crown : Whereas a law, forbidding any thing,

though without a penalty, made the offenders cri-

minal. And in that cafe, they determined, that

the punifhment was arbitrary; only that it could

not extend to life. Middleton as commiffioner

pafied this a£t ; though he had no inftructions for

that purpofe.

An act of indemnity paffed ; but at the fame

time it was voted, that all thofe who had offended

during the late diforders, fnould be fubjefted to

fines; and a committee of parliament was appoint-

ed for impofing them. Thefe proceeded without

any regard to fome equitable rules, which the king

had prefcribed to them u
. The mod obnoxious

compounded fecretly. No confederation was had,

either of men's riches, or of the degrees of their

guilt: No proofs, were produced: Inquiries were

* Burnet, p. 152. c Id. p. 147.

5" f 4 not



440 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
c HAP. not f much as made : But as faft as information

v
_~ '__, was given in againft any man, he was marked down
»668. for a particular tine : And all was tranfacted in a

fecret committee. When the lift was read in par-

liament, exceptions were made to feveral : Some
had been under aoe during the civil wars ; fome had

been abroad. But it was ftill replied, that a proper

time would come, when every man mould be heard

in his own defence. The only intention, it was

faid, of fetting the fines was, that fuch perfons mould
have no beneiit by the act of indemnity, unlefs they

paid the fum demanded : Every one that chofe to

itand upon his innocence, and renounce the benefit

of the indemnity, might do it at his peril. It was

well known, that no one would dare fo far to fet at

defiance fo arbitrary an adminiftration. The king

wrote to the council, ordering them to fuperfede

the levying of thofe fines : But Middleton found

means, during fome time, to elude thefe orders*.

And, at laft, the king obliged his minifters to com-
pound for half the fums which had been impofed.

In all thefe tranfactions, and in moft others, which

pafled during the prefent reign, we ftill find the

moderating hand of the king, interpofed to protect

the Scots from the oppreffions which their own
countrymen, employed in the miniftry, were de-

iirous of exercifing over them.

But the chief circumftance whence were derived

all the fubfcquent tyranny and diforders in Scotland,

was the execution of the laws for the eftablifhment

of epifcopacy ; a mode of government to which a

great part of the nation had entertained an unfur-

mountable averfion. The rights of patrons had for

fome years been aboliihed ; and the power of elect-

ing minifters had been vefted in the kirk-feffion and
lay elders. It was now enacted, that ail incumbents,

who had been admitted upon this title, ihould

* E«r;]?r, p. 201.

receive
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receive a prefentation from the patron, and mould c H A p -

be inftituted anew by the bifhop, under the penalty ,

"

'

^

of deprivation. The more rigid prefbyterians con- 1668.

certed meafures among themfelves, and refufed

obedience: They imagined, that their number would

protect them. Three hundred and fifty parifhes,

above a third of the kingdom, were at once declared

vacant. The weftern countries chiefly were obfti-

nate in this particular. New minifters were fought

for all over the kingdom ; and no one was fo igpa-

rant or vicious as to be rejected. 1 he people, who
loved extremely and refpccled their former teachers

;

men remarkable for the feverity of their manners,

and their fervor in preaching; were inflamed againft:

thefe intruders, who had obtained their livings under

luch invidious circumftanccs, and who took no
care, by the regularity of their manners, to foftert

the prejudices entertained againft them. Even moil

of thofe, who retained their livings by compliance,

fell under the imputation of hypocrify, either by
their fliewine a difguft to the new model of eccle-.

fiaftical government, which they had acknow-
ledged ; or, on the other hand, by declaring that

their former abhorrence to prefbytery and the cove-

nant had been the relult of violence and neceffity.

And as Middleton and the new miniftry indulged

themfelves in great riot and diforder, to which the

nation had been little accuftomed, an opinion uni-

verfally prevailed, that any form of religion, offered

by fuch hands, muft be profane and impious.

The people, notwithstanding their difcontents,

were refolved to give no handle againft them, by
the leaft fymptom of mutiny or fedition : But this

fubmiflive difpofition, inftead of procuring a miti-

gation of the rigours, was made ufe of as an argu-

ment for continuing the fame meafures, which, by
their vigour, it was pretended, had produced fo

prompt an obedience. The king, however, was

10 difgufted
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chap, difgufted with the violence of Middleton r

; and he
LXIV -

1
nnade Rothes commiffioner in his place. This

x€68. nobleman was already prefident of the council ; and

foon after was made lord keeper and trealurer.

Lauderdale ftill continued fecretary of flate, and
commonly refided at London.

Affairs remained in a peaceable flate, till the

fevere law was made in England againfl conventi-

cles
3

. The Scottifh parliament imitated that vio-

lence, by paffing a like act. A kind of high com-
miilion court was appointed by the privy- council,

for executing this rigorous law, and for the direc-

tion of ecclefiailical affairs. But even this court,

illegal as it might be deemed, was much preferable

to the method next adopted. Military force was let

loofe by the council. Wherever the people had

generally forfaken their churches, the guards were

quartered throughout the country. Sir James Tur-
ner commanded them, a man whofe natural fero-

city of temper was often inftamed by the ufe of

ftrong liquors.. He went about, and received from

the clergy lifts of thofe who abfented themfelves

from church, or were fuppofed to frequent con-

venticles. Without any proof or legal conviction,

he demanded a line from them, and quartered fol-

diers on the fuppofed delinquents, till he received

payment. As an infurrection was dreaded during

the Dutch war, new forces were levied, and in-

truded to the command of Dalziel and Drummond;
two officers, who had ferved the king during the

civil wars, and had afterwards engaged in the fer-

vice of Ruffia, where they had increafed the native

cruelty of their difpofition. A full career was given

to their tyranny by the Scottifh miniflry. Repre-

fentations were made to the king againfl thefe enor-

mities. He feemed touched with the flate of the

country; and befides giving orders, that the eccle-

fiailical commiffion fhould be difcontinued, he fig-

y Burnet, p. 202, * 1664..

nified
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nified his opinion, that another way of proceeding chap.
was necefTary for his fervice \ *

P

This lenity of the king's came too late to remedy 166S.

the diibrders. The people, inflamed with bigotry

and irritated by ill ufage, rofe in arms. They were
inftigated by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers.

They furprifed Turner in Dumfries, and refolved

to have put him to death; but finding, that his

orders, which fell into their hands, were more vio-

lent than his execution of them, they fparedhis life.

At Laneric, after many prayers, they renewed the

covenant, and publifhed their manifefto; in which

they profefled all fubmiffion to the king: They
defired only the re-eftablifliment of prefbytery and

of their former minifters. As many gentlemen of

their party had been confined on fufpicion, Wal-
lace and Learmont, two officers, who had ierved,

but in no high rank, were entrufted by the populace

with the command. Their force never exceeded

two thoufand men; and though the country in

general bore them favour, men's fpirits were fo fub-

dued, that the rebels could expect no farther accef-

fion of numbers. Dalziel took the field to oppofe

their piogrefs. Their number was now diminished

to 800 ; and thefe, having advanced near Edin-

burgh, attempted to find their way back into the

weft by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by

the king's forces'
3

. Finding that they could not

efcape, they flopped their march. Their clergy

endeavoured to infufe courage into them. After

finging fome pfalms, the rebels turned on the

enemy ; and being aflifted by the advantage of the

ground, they received the firft charge very refo-

lutely. But that was all the action : Immediately

they fell into diforder, and fled for their lives.

About forty were killed on the fpot, and a hundred

and thirty taken prifoners. The reft, favoured by

* Eu;nct, p. 213, * 2 8th November 1666.

the
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chap, the night, and by the wearinefs, and even by the

pity of the king's troops, made their efcape.

The oppreffions which thefe people had fuffered,

the delufions under which they laboured, and their

inoffenfive behaviour during the infurre£tion, made
them the objects of companion : Yec were the

king's minifters, particularly Sharpe, refolved to

take fevere vengeance. Ten were hanged on
one gibbet at Edinburgh : Thirty-five before their

own doors in different places. Thefe criminals

might all have faved their lives, if they would have

renounced the covenant. The executions were

going on, when the king put a flop to them. He
faid, that blood enough had already been (lied ; and

he wrote a letter to the privy-council, in which he

ordered, that fuch of the prifoners as mould fimply

promife to obey the laws for the future, fhould be

fet at liberty, and that the incorrigible fhould be

fent to the plantations
c
. This letter was brought

by Eurnet, archbifhop of Glafgow; but not being

immediately delivered to the council by Sharpe, the

prefident
d
, one Maccail, had in the interval been

put to the torture, under which he expired. He
feemed to die in an ecftafy of joy. " Farewel fun,

" moon, and liars ; farewel world and time ; fare-

" wel weak and frail body : Welcome eternity,

•' welcome angels and faints, welcome Saviour of
<c the world, and welcome God, the judge of all 1"

Such were his laft words -, and thefe animated

fpeeches he uttered with an accent and manner,

which ltruck all the byftanders with aftoniihment.

The fettlement of Ireland, after the restoration,

was a work of greater difficulty than that of Eng-
land, or even of Scotland. Not only the power,

during the former ufurpations, had there been veiled

in the king's enemies : The whole property, in a

Affairs of

Holland.

* Burnet, p. 237. d Wodfow's Hiftory, vol. i. p. 455.

manner.
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manner, of the kingdom had alio been changed ;
C

.
I!AP%

and it became necefTary to radrefs, but with as little , _ _ '^

violence as pofiible, many grievous hardships and 1668.

iniquities, which were there complained of.

The Irifh catholics had in 1648 concluded a

treaty with Ormond, the king's lieutenant ; in

which they had ftipulated pardon for their paft rebel-

lion, and had engaged under certain conditions to

aflift the royal caufe : And though the violence of

the priefts and the bigotry of the people had pre-

vented, in a great meafure, the execution of this

treaty ; yet were there many, who having ftriftly,

at the hazard of their lives, adhered to it, feemed

on that account well entitled to reap the fruits of

their loyalty. Cromwel, having without diftinction

expelled all the native Irifh from the three pro-

vinces of Munfter, Leinfter, and Ulfter, had con-

fined them to Connaught and the county of Clare j

and among thofe who had thus been forfeited, were

many whofe innocence was altogether unqueftion-

able. Several proteftants likewife, and Ormond
among the reft, had all along oppofed the Irifh

rebellion ; yet having afterwards embraced the

king's caufe againft the parliament, they were all of

them attainted by Cromwel. And there were many
officers who had., from the commencement of the

infurrecYion, ferved in Ireland, and who, becaufe

they would not defert the king, had been refufed all

their arrears by the Englifh commonwealth.
To all thefe unhappy fufferers fome juftice feemed

to be due: But the difficulty was to find the means
of redreffing fuch great and extenfive iniquities.

Almoft all the valuable parts of Ireland had been

meafured out and divided, either to the adventurers,

who had lent money to the parliament for the fup-

preffion of the Irifh rebellion, or to the foldiers,

who had received land in lieu of their arrears.

Thefe could not be difpofTefTed, becaufe they were

the mod powerful and only armed part of Ireland;

becaufe
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CHAP, becaufe it was requifice to favour them, in order to

.

LXIV
'

,.
fupport the protectant and Englifh intereft in that

1668. kingdom; and becaufe they had generally, with a

feeming zeal and alacrity, concurred in the king's

restoration. The king, therefore, ifiued a procla-

mation, in which he promifed to maintain their

fettlement, and at the fame time engaged to give

redrefs to the innocent fufferers. There was a

quantity of land as yet undivided in Ireland j and

from this and fome other funds, it was thought

poffible for the king to fulfil both thefe engage-

ments.

A court of claims was erected, confiding

altogether of Englifh commiffioners, who had no

connexions with any of the parties into which Ire-

land was divided. Before thefe were laid four thou-

fand claims of perfons craving rcititution on account

of their innocence ; and the commiffioners had
found leifure to examine only fix hundred. It

already appeared, that, if all thefe were to be

refiored, the funds, whence the adventurers and fol-

diers mud get reprifals, would fall fhort of giving

them any tolerable fatisfa&ion. A great alarm and

anxiety feized all ranks of men : The hopes and fears

of every party were excited: Thefe eagerly grafped

at recovering their paternal inheritance : Thofe were

refolute to maintain their new acquifitions.

The duke of Ormond was created lord-lieu-

tenant ; being the only perfon whofe prudence and

equity could compofe fuch jarring interefts. A par-

liament was aiTembled at Dublin ; and as the lower

houfe was almoft entirely chofen by the foldiers and

adventurers, who ftill kept poffieffion, it was ex-

tremely favourable to that intereft. The houfe of

peers mowed greater impartiality.

An infurrection was projected, together with a

furprifal of the caftle of Dublin, by fome of the

difbanded foldiers j but this defign was happily de-

feated by the vigilance of Ormond. Some of the

criminals
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Criminals wore punifhed. Blood, the moil defpc-

rate of them, efcaped into England.

But affairs could not long remain in the confufion 1668.

and uncertainty into which they had fallen. All par-

ties fcemed willing to abate fomewhat of their pre-

tenfions, in order to attain fome (lability ; and

Ormond interpofed his authority for that purpofe.

The foldiers and adventurers agreed to relinquifh a

third of their poifeffions; and as they had purchafed

their lands at very low prices, they had reafon to

think themfelves favoured by this comoofition. All

thole who had been attainted on account of their

adhering to the king were reftored ; and fome of

the innocent I rim. It was a hard utuation, that a

man was obliged to prove himfelf innocent, in order

to recover poifcaion of the eftate which he and his

anceftors had ever enioyed : But the hardfhip was

augmented, by the difficult conditions annexed to

this proof. If the perfon had ever lived in the

quarters of the rebels, he was not admitted to plead

his innocence; and he was, for that reafon alone,

fuppofed to have been a rebel. The heinous guilt

of the Irifh nation made men the more readily over-

look any iniquity, which might fall on individuals;

and it was confidered, that, though it be always

the intereft of all good government to prevent in-

juftice, it is not always poffible to remedy it, after

it has had a long courfe, and has been attended

with great fucceffes.

Ireland began to attain a ftate of fome com-
pofure, when it was disturbed by a violent act, paffed

by the Englifh parliament, which prohibited the

importation of Irifh cattle into England . Ormond
remonftrated flrongly againft this law. He faid,

that the prefent trade, carried on between England
and Ireland, was extremely to the advantage of the

former kingdom, which received only provifions,

c In i665,

or
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c H A P. or ruc}e materials, in rpturn for every fpecies of

v *_, manufacture : That if the cattle of Ireland were

1668. prohibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no
other commodity, by which they could pay Eng-
land for their importations, and muft have recouric

to other nations for a fupply : That the induftrious

inhabitants of England, if deprived of Irifh provi-

fions, which made living cheap, would be obliged

to augment the price of labour, and thereby render

their manufactures too dear to be exported to

foreign markets : That the indolent inhabitants of

Ireland, finding provifions fall almoft to nothing,

would never be induced to labour, but would per-

petuate to all generations their native floth and bar-

barifm : That by cutting off almoft entirely the

trade between the kingdoms, all the natural bands

of union were difTolved, and nothing remained to

keep the Irifh in their duty but force and violence :

And that, by reducing that kingdom to extreme

poverty, it would be even rendered incapable of

maintaining that military power, by which, during

its well-grounded difcontents, it muft. neceflarily be

retained in fubjection.

The king was fo much convinced of the jufcnefs

of thefe reafons, that he ufed all his intereft to

oppofe the bill, and he openly declared, that he

could not give his aflent to it with a fafe confcience.

But the commons were refolute in their purpofe.

Some of the rents of England had fallen of late

years, which had been afcribed entirely to the im-

portation of Irifh cattle ; Several intrigues had con-

tributed to inflame that prejudice, particularly thofe

of Buckingham and Afhley, who were defirous of
: giving Ormond difturbance in his government

:

And the fpirit of tyranny, of which nations are as

iufceptible as individuals, had extremely animated

the Englifh to exert their luperiority over their

dependent ftate. No affair could be conducted

with greater violence than this was by the commons.
They
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They even went fo far in the preamble of the bill as c H -\ p -

to declare the importation of Irifh cattle to be a
v___^_^

nuifance. By this expreffion they gave fcope to 166s.

their pafTion, and at the fame time barred the king's

prerogative, by which he might think himfelf

entitled to difpenfe with a law fo full of injuftice and

bad policy. The lords expunged the word ; but

as the king was fenfible that no fupply would be

given by the commons, unlefs they were gratified

in their prejudices, he was obliged both to employ
his intereft with the peers for making the bill pafs,

and to give the royal affent to it. He could not,

however, forbear expreffing his difpleafure at the

jealoufy entertained againft him, and at the intention

which the commons difcovered of retrenching his

prerogative.

This law brought great diftrefs for fome time

upon the Irifli ; but it has occafioned their applying

with great induftry to manufactures, and has proved

in the ifluc beneficial to that kingdom.

Vol. VII. G
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CHAP. LXV.

A parliament The CabaU Their characters

Their counfels Alliance with France——

'

A parliament Coventry aR Blood's crimes

Duke declares him/elf Catholic Exchequer

Jhut Declaration of indulgence Attack of
the Smyrnafleet— War declared with Holland—
Weakne/s of the States Battle of Solebay

Sandwich killed Progrefs of the French

Conjlernation of the Dutch Prince of Orange

Stadthvlder Majfacre of the De Wits

Good eonduft of the Prince A parliament-*

Declaration cf indulgence recalled Sea-fight

Another Jea-fight Another fea-fight

Congrefs cf Cologne A parliament Peace

with Holland.

CHAP. OINCE the reftoration, England had attained a

lxv. ^ fituation which had never been experienced in
L

66^°" any &rmer peri°d of her government, and which

feemed the only one that could fully enfure, at

once, her tranquillity and her liberty : The king

was in continual want of fupply from the parlia-

ment; and he feemed willing to accommodate him-

lelf to that dependent fituation. Inftead of reviving

thofe claims of prerogative, fo ftrenuoufly infifted

on by his predeceffors, Charles had ftrictly confined

himfelf within the limits of law, and had courted,

by every art of popularity, the affections of his fub-

fecl:s. Even the feverities, however blameable,

which he had exercifed againft non- conforming,

13 are
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are to be confidered as expedients by which he c H A p«

ftrove to ingratiate himfelf with that party which
v ^

predominated in parliament. But notwithftanding 1668.

thefe promifing appearances, there were many cir-

cumftances which kept the government from refting

fteadily on that bottom on which it was placed.

The crown having loft almoft all its ancient de-

mefnes, relied entirely on voluntary grants of the

people; and the commons, not fully accuftomed
to this new fituation, were not yet difpofed to

fupply with fufficient liberality the neceffities of the

crown. They imitated too ftrictly the example of

their predeceifors in a rigid frugality of public

money; and neither fufficiently confidered the indi-

gent condition of their prince, nor the general ftate

of Europe; where every nation, by its increafe both

of magnificence and force, had made great additions

to all public expences. Some considerable fums,

indeed, were bellowed on Charles ; and the patriots

of that age, tenacious of ancient maxims, loudly

upbraided the commons with prodigality t But if

we may judge by the example of a later period,

when the government has be'come more regular, and
the harmony of its parts has been more happily ad-

jufted, the parliaments of this reign feem rather

to have merited a contrary reproach.

The natural confequence of the poverty of the

crown was, befides feeble irregular tranfactions in

Foreign affairs, a continual uncertainty in its

domeftic adminiftration. No one could anfwer

with any tolerable aflurance for the meafures of the

houfe of commons. Few of the members were

attached to the court by any other band than that

of inclination. Royaluts indeed in their prin-

ciples, but unexperienced in bufinefs, they lay ex-

pofed to every rumour or infinuation ; and were

driven by momentary gurts or currents, no lefs

than the populace themfelves. Even the attempts

G s 2 made
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made to gain an afcendant over them by offices,

and, as it is believed, by bribes and penfions,

were apt to operate in a manner contrary to what
was intended by the minifters. The novelty of

the practice conveyed a general, and indeed a juft

alarm j while, at the fame time, the poverty of the

crown rendered this influence very limited and pre-

carious.

The character of Charles was ill fitted to remedy
thofe defects in the conftitution. He acted in the

adminiftration of public affairs as if government

were a paftime, rather than a ferious occupation;

and by the uncertainty of his conduct, he loft that

authority which could alone beftow conftancy on

the fluctuating refolutions of the parliament. His
expences too, which fometimes perhaps exceeded

the proper bounds, were directed more by inclina-

tion than by policy ; and while they increafed his

dependence on the parliament, they were not cal-

culated fully to fatisfy either the interefted or difinte-

reited part of that afiembly.

The parliament met, after a long adjournments

and the king promifed himfelf every thing from

the attachment of the commons. All his late

meafures had been calculated to acquire the good-
will of his people; and, above all, the triple

league, it was hoped, would be able to efface all

the difa'greeabie imprefiions left by the unhappy
conclufion of the Dutch war. But a new attempt

made by the court, and a laudable one too, loft

him, for a time, the effect of all thefe endea-

vours. Buckingham, who was in great favour

with the king, and carried on many intrigues

among the commons, had alfo endeavoured to fup-

port connexions with the non-confcrmifts j and he

now formed a fcheme, in concert with the lord

keeper, fir Orlando Bridgeman, and the chief

juftice, fir Matthew Hale, two worthy patriots,

6 to
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to put an end to thofe feverities under which thefe chap.
- L.XV

religionifbs had fo long laboured. It was propofed ,_
'

'__,

to reconcile the prefbyterians by a compreheofion, 1668.

and to grant a toleration to the independents and

other fectaries. Favour feems not, by this fcheme,

as by others embraced during the preferit reign, to

have been intended the catholics : Yet were the

zealous commons fo difgufted, that they could not

be prevailed on even to give the king thanks for

the triple league, however laudable that meafure

was then, and has ever fince been efteemed. They
immediately voted an addrefs for a proclamation

againft conventicles. Their requeft was complied

with j but as the king dill dropped fome hints of

his defire to reconcile his proteltant fubjects, the

commons paffed a very unufual vote, that no
man mould bring into the houfe any bill of that

nature. The king in vain reiterated his feli-

citations for fupply ; reprefented the neceffity of

equipping a fleet; and even offered, that the

money which they mould grant mould be collected

and ilTued for that purpofe by commifiioners ap-

pointed by the houfe. Inftead of complying, the

commons voted an inquiry into all the mifcarriages

during the late war; the flackening of fail after the

duke's victory from falfe orders delivered by Broun-
ker, the mifcarriage at Bergen, the divifion of the

fleet under prince Rupert and Albemarle, the dif-

grace at Chatham. BVounker was expelled the

houfe, and ordered to be impeached. Commiffione-r

Pet, who had neglected orders iffued for the fecu-

rity of Chatham, met with the fame fate. Thefe
impeachments were never profecuted. The houfe

at length, having been indulged in all their pre-

judices, were prevailed with to vote the king three

hundred and ten thou'fand pounds, by an impoli-

tion on wine and other liquors ; after which they

were adjourned.

G g 3 Public
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chap. Public bufinefs, befides being retarded by the.j difmift of the commons againft the tolerating

1668. maxims or the court, met with obitruclions this
11th of fdVion from a quarrel between the two houfes.

Skinner, a rich merchant in London, having fuffered

fame injuries from the Eaft- India company, laid

the matter by petition before the houfe of lords, by
whom he was relieved in cofls and damages to the

amount of five thoufand pounds. The commons
voted, that the lords, in taking cognizance of this

affair, originally, without any appeal from inferior

courts, had acted in a manner not agreeable to the

laws of the land, and tending to deprive the fubjecc

pf the right, eafe, and benefit due to him by thefe

laws j and that Skinner, in profecuting the fuit

after this manner, had infringed the privileges of

the commons : For which offence they ordered him
to be taken into cuflody. Some conferences eniued

between the houfes ; where the lords were tenacious

of their right of judicature, and maintained, that

the method in which they had exercifed it was quite

regular. The commons rofe into a great ferment

;

and went fo far as to vote, that " whoever fhould
<c be aiding or aflifting in putting in execution the
<c order or fentence of the houfe of lords, in the
<c cafe of Skinner againft the Eaft-India company,
c

- fhould be deemed a betrayer of the rights and
tc liberties of the commons of England, and an
" infringer of the privileges of the houfe of com-
" mons." They rightly judged, that it would not

be eafy, after this vote, to find any one who would

venture to incur their indignation. The proceed-

ings indeed of the lords feem in this cafe to have

been unufual, and without precedent,
i6t 9 . the king's neceffities obliged him again to

oVtober. aiTemble the parliament, who fhowed fome difpo-

fition to relieve him. The price, however, which

he- mull pay for this indulgence, was his yielding

to
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December.

to new laws againft conventicles. His complaifance chap.
in this particular contributed more to gain the com-

^_ '_^

mons, than all the pompous pretences of fupport- T66$.

ing the triple alliance, that popular meafure by

which he expected to make fuch advantage. The
quarrel between the two houfes was revived ; and

as the commons had voted only four hundred thou-

land pounds, with which the king was not fatisfied,

lie thought proper, before they had carried their

vote into a law, to prorogue them. The only tnh of

bufinefs finifhed this fhort feffion, was the receiving

of the report of the committee appointed for ex-

amining the public accounts. On the firft inflec-

tion of this report, there appears a great fum, no
lefs than a million and a half, unaccounted forj

and the natural inference is, that the king had
much abufed the truft repofed in him by parlia-

ment. But a more accurate infpection of particu-

lars ferves, in a great meafure, to remove this im-
putation. The king indeed went fo far as to tell

the parliament from the throne, " That he had
" fully informed himfelf of that matter, and did
" affirm, that no part of thofe monies which they
*' had given him had been diverted to other ufes,
<f but, on the contrary, befides all thofe fupplies,

f< a very great fum had been raifed out of his ftand-
tc ing revenue and credit, and a very great debt
" contracted ; and all for the war." Though arti-

ficial pretences have often been employed by kings

in their fpeeches to parliament, and by none more
than Charles, it is fomewhat difficult to fufpeft him
of a direct lie and falfehood. He mult have had
fome reafons, and perhaps not unplaufible ones,

for this affirmation, of which all his hearers, as

they had the accounts lying before them
3 were ac

that time competent judges d
.

e See note [N] at the end of the volumt.
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The method which all parliaments had hitherto

followed, was to vote a particular Turn for the fupply,

*66 9 . without any distinction, or any appropriation to par-

ticular fervices. So long as the demands of the

crown were iimll and cafual, no great inconveniencies

arofe from this practice. But as all the meafures of

government were now changed, it mint be con-

iefea, that, if the king made a juft application of

public money, this inaccurate method of proceed-

ing, by expofing him to fulpicion, was prejudicial to

him. If he were inclined to act otherwife, it was

equally hurtful to the people. For thefe reafons,

a contrary practice, during all the late reigns, has

conftantly been followed by the commons.
When the parliament met after the prorogation,

bruaiy! tricv entered Anew upon the bufinefs of fupply, and

granted the king an additional duty, during eight

years, of twelve pounds on each tun of Spanifh wine

imported, eight on each tun of French. A law alio

parted empowering him to iell the fee- farm rents ;

the lafc remains of the demefnes, by which the an-

cient kings of England had been fupported. By this

expedient, -lie obtained fome fupply for his prefent

r.ecefuties, but left the crown, if poffible, ftill more
dependent than before. How much money might

be railed by thefe fales, is uncertain; but it could

not be near one million eight hundred thoufand

pounds, the fum afllgned by fome writers .

The act agairjft conventicles parted, and received

the royal aflent. It bears the appearance of mitigat-

ing the former perfecting laws ; but, if we may judge

by the fpirit, which had broken out almolt every

ieflion during this parliament, it was not intended as

any favour to the non-conformiits. Experience pro-

bably had taught, that laws over- rigid and fevere

could not be executed. By this act a hearer in a con-

c Mr". Carte, in his Vindication of the Anfwer to the Byefhnder,

p 9«h i 'vs, th.a the (ale of the tee-farm rents would not yield above

ont hjindred thoufand pounds; and his reaions appear we!! founded.

venticle
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venticle (that is, in a diffenting affembly, where chat.
more than five were prefent, befides the family) was

, __ '

^

fined five {hillings for the firft offence, ten for the 1670.

fecond; the preacher twenty pounds for the firft

offence, forty for the fecond. The perfon in whofe

houfe the conventicle met, was amerced a like fum
. with the preacher. One claufe is remarkable; that,

if any difpute fhould arife with regard to the inter-

pretation of any part of the act, the judges fhould

always explain the doubt in the leaft fenfe favour-

able to conventicles, it being the intention of par-

liament entirely to fupprefs them. Such was the

zeal of the commons, that they violated the plained

and moil eftablifhed maxims of civil policy, which

require, that, in all criminal profecutions, favour

fhould always be given to the prifoner.

The affair of Skinner ftill remained a ground of

quarrel between the two houfes ; but the king pre-

vailed with the peers to accept of the expedient pro-

pofed by the commons, that a general razure fhould

be made of all the tranfactions with regard to that

difputed queftion.

Some attempts were made by the king to effect a

union between England and Scotland; though they

were too feeble to remove all the difficulties which

obitructcd that ufeful and important undertaking.

Commiffioners were appointed to meet, in order to

regulate the conditions : But the defign, chiefly by

the intrigues of Lauderdale, foon after came to

nothing.

The king, about this time, began frequently to

attend the debates of the houfe of peers. He laid,

that they amufed him, and that he found them no
lefs entertaining than a play. But deeper defigns

were fufpected. As he feemed to intereft himielf

extremely in the caufe of lord Roos, who had ob-
tained a divorce from his wife on the accufation of

adultery, and applied to parliament for leave to

marry again; people imagined, that Charles in-

tended
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C ha P. tended to make a precedent of the cafe, and that

^ \_f
Tome other pretence would be found for getting rid

j 6~o. of the queen. Many propofals to this purpofe, it is

faid, were made him by Buckingham: But the king,

how little fcrupulous foever in fome refpects, was
incapable of any action harfh or barbarous i arid he

always rejected every fcheme of this nature. A
iufpicion, however, of fuch intentions, it was ob-

ferved, had, at this time,' begotten a coldnefs be-

tween the two royal brothers.

We now come to a period, when the king's

counfels, which had hitherto, in the main, been

good, though negligent and fluctuating, became,

during iome time, remarkably bad, or even crimi-

nal j and breeding incurable jealoufies in all men,
were followed by fuch confequences as had almofl

terminased' in the ruin both of prince and people.

Happily, the fame negligence ftill attended him;
and, as it had leffened the influence of the good, it

alio diminilhed the effect of the bad meafures which

he embraced.

It was remarked, that the committee of council,

eftablifhed for foreign affairs, was entirely changed -,

and that prince Rupert, the duke of Ormond, fe-

cretary Trevor, and lord keeper Bridgeman, men
in whole honour the nation had great confidence,

were never called to any deliberations. The whole

fecret was intruded to five perfons, Clifford, Alhley,

Buckingham, Arlington, and Laudeidale. ' Thefe
TneCabal. men were known by the appellation of the Cabal, a

word which the initial letters of their names hap-

pened to compofe. Never was there a more dan-

gerous miniftry in England, nor one more noted for

pernicious counfels.

Their cha- Lord Alnley, foon after known by the name of
™a?rs. earl of Shaftefbury, was one of the molt remarkable

characters of the age, and the chief fpring of all the

fucceeding movements. During his early youth, he

had engaged in the late king's party 3 but being dil-

gufted
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gulled with fome meafures of prince Maurice, he chap.
loon deferted to the parliament. He infinuated u - '_j

himfelf into the confidence of Cromwel ; and as he 1670.

had great influence with the prefbyterians, he was

ferviceable in Supporting, with his party, the autho-

rity of that ufurper. He employed the fame credit

in promoting the restoration ; and on that account

both deferved and acquired favour with the king.

In all his changes, he ftill maintained the character

of never betraying thofe friends whom he deferted;

and whichever party he joined, his great capacity

and lingular talents foon gained him their confi-

dence, and enabled him to take the lead among
them. No Station could fatisfy his ambition, no
fatigues were infuperable to his induftry. Well
acquainted with the blind attachment of faction, he

Surmounted all fenfe of fhame: And relying on the

iubtilty of his contrivances, he was not Startled with

enterprises the mod hazardous and mod criminal.

His talents, both of public fpeaking and private

jnfinuation, fhone out in an eminent degree; and
amidlt all his furious paffions, he pofleffed a found

judgment of bufinels, and ftill more of men.
Though fitted by nature for beginning and pufhing

the greateft undertakings, he was never able to con-

duct any to a happy period ; and his eminent abi-

lities, by reafon of his infatiable defires, were
equally dangerous to himfelf, to the prince, and to

the people.

The duke of Buckingham poffefTed all the ad-

vantages, which a graceful perfon, a high rank, a

fplendid fortune, and a lively wit could beftow ; but

by his wild condu£t, unreftrained either by prudence

or principle, he found means to render himfelf in

the end odious and even infi^nificant. The lead

intereft could make him abandon his honour; the

fmalleft pleafure could feduce him from his intereft

;

the nioft frivolous caprice was fufficient to counter-

balance
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chap, balance his pleafure. By his want of fecrecy and

U____^J_J conitancy, he deftroyed his character in public life 5

1670. by his contempt of order and ceconomy, he difli-

pated his private fortune j by riot and debauchery,

he ruined his health; and he remained at laft as in-

capable of doing hurt, as he had ever been little

defirous of doing good, to mankind.

The earl, foon after created duke of Lauderdale,

was not defective in natural, and (till lefs in ac-

quired, talents ; but neither was his addrefs grace-

ful, nor his underftanding juft. His principles, or

more properly fpeaking his prejudices, were obfti-

nate, but unable to reftrain his ambition : His am-
bition was (till lefs dangerous than the tyranny and
violence of his temper. An implacable enemy,

but a lukewarm friend ; infolent to his inferiors,

but abject to his fuperiors j though in his whole

character and deportment he was almofl diametri-

cally oppofite to the king, he had the fortune, be-

yond any other minilter, to maintain, during the

greater part of his reign, an attendant over him.

The talents of parliamentary eloquence and in-

trigue had railed fir Thomas Clifford; and his dar-

ing impetuous fpirit gave him weight in the king's

councils. Of the whole cabal, Arlington was the

leafb dangerous, either by his vices or his talents.

His judgment was found, though his capacity was

but moderate ; and his intentions were good, though

he wanted courage and integrity to perfevere in

them. Together with Temple and Bridgeman, he

had been a great promoter of the triple league ; but

he threw himfelf, with equal alacrity, into oppofite

meafureSj when he found them agreeable to his

matter. Clifford and he were fecrecly catholics :

Shaftefbury, though addicted to aftrology, was

reckoned a deill : Buckingham had too little re-

flection to embrace any (ready principles : Lauder-

dale had long been a bigoted arid furious prefby-

terian j
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terian; and the opinions of that feet flill kept pof- c H A p.

feffion of his mind, how little ibever they appeared t

' '

,

in his conduct. 1670.

The dark counfels of the Cabal, though from Their

the firft they gave anxiety to all men of reflection, cou"fels»

were not thoroughly known but by the event. Such
feem to have been the views which they, in con-

currence with fome catholic courtiers, who had the

ear of their fovereign, fuggefted to the king and

the duke, and which thefe princes too greedily em-
braced. They faid, that the parliament, though

the fpirit of party, for the prefenr, attached them
to the crown, were (till more attached to thofe:

powers and privileges which their predecefibrs had

ufurped from the fovereign : That after the firft

flow of kindnefs was fpent, they had difcovered

evident fymptoms of discontent ; and would be lure

to turn againft the king all the authority which they

yet retained, and flill more thofe pretenfions which

it was eafy for them in a moment to revive : That
they not only kept the king in dependence by means
of his precarious revenue, but had never discovered

a fuitable generofiry, even in thofe temporary fup-

plies which they granted him : That it was high

time for the prince to roufe himfelf from his le-

thargy, and to recover that authority which his pre-

deceMbrs, during fo many ages, had peaceably en-

joyed : That the great error or misfortune of his

father was the not having formed any clofe con-

nexion with foreign princes, who, on the breaking

out of the rebellion, might have found their intereft

in fupporting him : That the prefent alliance?, be-

ing entered into with fo many weaker potentates,

who themfelves flood in need of the king's protec-

tion, could never ferve to maintain, much lefs aug-

ment, the royal authority : That the French mo-
narch alone, fo generous a prince, and by biood fo

nearly allied ro the king, would be found both able

and willing, if gratified in his ambition, to defend

the
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P
' ^e common cau fe °f kings againft ufurping fubjecls J

y_ - -*_j That a war, undertaken againft Holland by the

j6 ; o. united force of two fuch mighty potentates, would
prove an eafy enterprife, and would ferve all the

purpofes which we;e aimed at : That, under pretence

of that war, it would not be difficult to levy a mili-

tary force, without which, during the prevalence of
republican principles among his fubjecls, the king

would vainly expect ro defend his prerogative : Tnac
his naval power might be maintained, partly by the

fupplies, which, on other pretences, would previoufly

be obtained from parliament} partly by fubiidies

from France ; partly by captures, which might eafily

be made on that opulent republic : That, in fuch a

fituation, attempts to recover the loft authority of

the crown would be attended with fuccefs ; nor

would any malcontents dare to refift a prince, forti-

fied by fo powerful an alliance ; or if they did, they

would only draw more certain ruin on themfelves

and on their caufe : And that, by fubduing the

States, a great flep would be made towards a reforma-

tion of the government ; fince it was apparent, that

that republic, by its fame and grandeur, fortified, in

his factious fubjecls, their attachment to what they

Yainly termed their civil and religious liberties.

These fuggeftions happened fatally to concur with

all the inclinations and prejudices of the king ; his

defire of more extenfive authority, his propenfity to

the catholic religion, his avidity for money. He
feems likewiie, from the very beginning of his reign,

to have entertained great jealoufy of his own fubjects,

and, on that account, a defire of fortifying himfelf by

an intimate alliance with France. So early as 1664,
he had offered the French monarch to allow him,

without oppofition, to conquer Flanders, provided

that prince would engage to furnifh him with ten

thoufand infantry, and a fuitable number of cavalry,

in cafe of any rebellion in England f
. As no dan-

* D'Eftrades, 31ft July 1667.

gerous
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gerous fyroptom at that time appeared, we are left to C HA p.

conjecture, from this incident, what opinion Charles L -,_"_/

had conceived of the factious difpofition of his people. 1670,

Even during the time when the triple alliance was

the mod zealoufly cultivated, the king never feems

to have been entirely cordial in thofe falutary mea-
fures, but flill to have caft a longing eye towards the

French alliance. Clifford, who had much of his

confidence, faid imprudently, <c Notwithftanding all

< c this joy, we muft have a fecond war with Hol-
" land." The acceffion of the emperor to that al-

liance had been refilled by England on frivolous

pretences. And many unfriendly cavils were raifed

againft the States with regard to Surinam and the

conduct of the Eaft-India company s
. But about

April 1669, the ftrongeft fymptoms appeared of

thole fatal meafures which were afterwards more
openly purfued.

De Wit, at that time, came to Temple ; and told

him, that he paid him a vifit as a friend, not as a mU
niiler. The occafion was, to acquaint him with a

conversion which he had lately had with Puffen-

dorf the Swedifh agent, who had paffed by the Hague
in the way from Paris to his own country. T he-

French miniflers, Puffendorf faid, had taken much
pains to perfuade him, that the Swedes would very

ill find their account in thofe meafures which they

had lately embraced : That Spain would fail them
in all her promifes of fubfidies; nor would Holland
alone be able to fupport them : That England would
certainly fail them, and had already adopted counfels

directly oppofite to thofe which by the triple league

fhe had bound herfelf to purfue : And that the

refolution was not the lefs fixed and certain, becaufe

the {ecret was as yet communicated to very few,

either in the French or Englifh court. When Puf-

fendorf feemed incredulous, Turenne fhowed him a

letter from Colbert de CrofTy, the French minifterac

R See note [O] at the end of the volume.

London;
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chap. London; in which, after mentioning the fuccefs of

i

L
-

'

-'
_, his negotiations, and the favourable difpofition of the

1670. chief minifters there, he added, " And I have at laft

*" made them fenfible of the full extent of his ma-
<f jelly's bounty h ." From this incident it appears,

that the infamous practice of felling themfelves to

foreign princes, a practice which, notwithstanding

the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly rare among
men in high office, had not been fcrupled by Charles's

minifters, who even obtained their mafter's confent

to this dishonourable corruption.

But while all men of penetration, both abroad and
at home, were alarmed with thefe incidents, the vifit

which the king received from his fifter, the dutchefs

of Orleans, was the foundation of ftill ftronger fuf-

picions. Lewis, knowing the addrefs and infinua-

tion of that amiable princefs, and the great influence

which fhe had gained over her brother, had engaged

her to employ all her good offices, in order to de-

tach Charles from the triple league, which, he knew,

had fixed fuch unfurmountable barriers to his ambi-
tion ; and he now fent her to put the laft hand to the

plan of their conjunct operations. That he might
the better cover this negotiation, he pretended to

vifit his frontiers, particularly the great works which

he had undertaken at Dunkirk; and he carried the

queen and the whole court along with him. While
16th May. he remained on the oppofite fhore, the dutchefs of

Orleans went over to England ; and Charles met her

at Dover, where they pafted ten days together in

great mirth and feftivity. By her artifices and ca-

rdies, ffie prevailed on Charles to relinquifh the moft

fettled maxims of honour and policy, and to finifh

his engagements with Lewis for the deftrudtion of
Alliance Holland ; as well as for the fubfequent change of

E* religion in England.

But Lewis well knew Charles's character, and the

ufual fluctuation of his counfels. In order to fix him
h Temple, vol. ii. p. 179.

in
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in the French interefts, he refolved to bind him by ^xv
?

the ties of pleafure, the only ones which with him L '_,

were irrefiftible ; and he made him a prefent of a 1670.

French miftrefs, by whofe means fee hoped, for the

future, to govern him. The dutchefs of Orleans

brought with her a young lady of the name of

Queroiiaiile, whom the king carried to London,
and foon after created dutchefs of Portfmouth. He
was extremely attached to her during the whole courfe

of his life ; and fhe proved a great means of fup-

porting his connexions with her native country.

The fatisfaction which Charles reaped from his

new alliance, received a great check by the death

of his fifter, and ftill more by thofe melancholy

circumftances which attended it. Her death was

fudden, after a few days illnefs j and flie was fcized

with the malady upon drinking a glafs of fuccory

water. Strong fufpicions of poifon arofe in the court

of France, and were fpread all over Europe ; and

as her hufband had difcovered many fymptoms of

jealoufy and difcontent on account of her conduct,

he was univerfally believed to be the author of the

crime. Charles himfelf, during fome time, was
entirely convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving

the atteftation of phyficians, who, on opening her

body, found no foundation for the general rumour,
he was, or pretended to be, fatisfied. The duke of

Orleans indeed did never, in any other circumftance

of his life, betray fuch dilpofitions as might lead him
to fo criminal an action ; and a lady, it is faid, drank
the remains of the fame glafs, wichout feeling any
inconvenience. The fudden death of princes is com-
monly accompanied with thefb difmal furmifes; and
therefore lefs weight is in this cafe to be laid on the

fufpicions of the public.

Charles, inftead of breaking with France upon
this incident, took advantage of it to fend over

Buckingham, under pretence of condoling with the

duke of Orleans, but in reality to concert farther

Vol. VII. H h meafures
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chap, meafures for the projected war. Never ambafTador

x̂ i^r^_J received greater careffes. The more deftruclive the

1670. prefent meafures were to the interefts of England,

the more natural was it for Lewis to load with civi-

lities, and even with favours, thole whom he could

engage to promote them.

The journey of Buckingham augmented the

fufpicions in Holland, which every circumftance

tended (till farther to confirm. Lewis made a fud-

den irruption into Lorraine; and though he miffed

feizing the duke himfelf, who had no furmife of

the danger, and who narrowly efcaped, he was foon

able, without refiflance, to make himfelf matter of

the whole country. The French monarch was fo

far unhappy, that, though the moil tempting op-

portunities offered themfelves, he had not com-
monly fo much as the pretence of equity and juftice

to cover his ambitious meafures. This acquifition

of Lorraine ought to have excited the jealoufy of

the contracting powers in the triple league, as much
as an invafion of Flanders itfelf; yet did Charles

turn a deaf ear to all remonftrances made him upon
that fubject.

But what tended chiefly to open the eyes of de
Wit and the States, with regard to the meafures

of England, was the fudden recall of fir William
Temple. This minifter had fo firmly eftablifhed

his character of honour and integrity, that he was
believed incapable even of obeying his mailer's com-
mands, in promoting meafures which he efteemed

pernicious to his country; and fo long as he remained

in employment, de Wit thought himfelf allured of

the fidelity of England. Charles was fo fenfible of
this prepOfifeMion, that he ordered Temple to leave

his family at the Hague, and pretended, that that

minifter would immediately return, after having

conferred with the king about fome bufinefs, where

his negotiation had met with obftructions. De Wx
it

made the Dutch refident inform the Engliih court,

6 that
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that he mould confider the recall of Temple as an c " A p-

exprefs declaration of a change of meafures in Eng- .
, ^

*

,,

land; and fhould even know what interpretation to 1670.

put upon any delay of his return.

While thefe meafures were fecretly in agitation, ~-

the parliament met, according to adjournment. The niej|t

'
u "

king made a fnort fpeech, and left the bufinefs to be

enlarged upon by the keeper. That mmifter much
infifted on the king's great want of fupply ; the

mighty bscrearfe of the naval power of France, nov
triple to. what it was before the lift war with Hol-
land ; the decay of the Engiiih navy; the neceffity

of fitting out next year a fleet of fifty fail; the

obligations which the king lay under by ieveral

treaties to exert himfelf for the common good of

Chriftendom. Among other treaties, he mentioned

the triple alliance, and the defenfive league with the

States.

The artifice fucceeded. The houfe of commons,
entirely fatisfied with the king's meafures, voted him
confiderable fupplies. A land tax for a year was

impofedofa milling a pound; two fhillings a pound
on two thirds of the falaries of offices ; fifteen flail*

lings on every hundred pounds of bankers' money
and ftock; an additional excife upon beer for fix

years, and certain impositions upon law proceedings

for nine years. The parliament had never before

been in a more liberal humour; and never furely

was it lefs merited by the counfels of the king and

of his minifters \

The

This year, en the 3d of January, died George Monk, duke of Al-
bemarle, at Newhall in Efiex, after a languishing ilJnefs, nnd in the

fixty third year of his age. He left a great eltate of 15,000). a year

in land, and 60,000 1. in money, acquired by the bounty of the king,

and increased by his own frugality in his later years- Bifnop Burnet,

who, agreeably to his own factions fpirit, tr-ats this illuihious per-

li 11 t^e with great malignity, reproaches him with avarice: But as lie

appears nut to have been in the leaft tainted with rapacity, his frugal

conduit may more candidly be imputed to the habits acquired in early

life, w'niie he was poffeflfcd of a very narrow fortune. It is indeed a

Hh j lingular
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P
' ^HE commons Puffed another bill, for laying a

i \ '
. duty on tobacco, Scotch fait, glades, and fome other

1671. commodities. Againft this bill the merchants of
London appeared by petition before the houfe of
lords. The lords entered into their reafons, and
began to make amendments on the bill fent up by
the commons. This attempt was highly refented

by the lower houfe, as an encroachment on the

right, which they pretended to poffefs alone, of

granting money to the crown. Many remonftrances

pailed between the two houfes ; and by their alter-

cations the king was obliged to prorogue the par-

liament ; and he thereby loft the money which was
2aJ April, intended him. This is the laft time that the peers

have revived any pretenfions of that nature. Ever
fince, the privilege of the commons, in all other

places, except in the houfe of peers, has paffed for

uncontroverted.

There was a private affair, which, during this

fefnon, difgufted the houfe of commons, and required

fome pains to accommodate it. The ufual method
of thofe who oppoied the court in the money bills

was, if they failed in the main vote, as to the extent

of the kipply, to levy the money upon fuch funds

as they expected would be unacceptable, or would

fingular proof of the flrange power of faclion, that any malignity mould
purine the memory of a nobleman, the tenor of whofe life was fo unex-

ceptionable, and who, by reftoring the ancient and legal and free go-

vernment to three kingdom?, plunged in the molt deftru<5live anarchy,

may fafely be laid to be the fubjecl in thefe iilands, who, fince the be-

ginning of time, rendered the moll durable and moll eflential fervices

to his native country. The means alio, by which he atehieved his great

undertakings, wore almolt entirely unexceptionable. His temporary

diffimulation, being abfolutely neceflary, could fearedy be blameable.

He had received no trull from that mongrel, pretended, ufurping par-

liament whom he dethroned ; therefore could betray none : He even

refufed tc curry his diflimulation fo far as to take the oath of abjura-

tion . king. I ccnr'< is, however, that the Rev. Dr. Dou-
Qipwn rue, from the Clarendon papers, an original letter of

his to lir Arthur Hazzlerig, containing very earned, and certainly

falfe protections, of his zeal for a commonwealth. It is to be la-

mentc-.l, that lb worthy a man, and of inch plain manners, fhoulJ ever

have found ir neceflary to curry his diflimulation to fuch a height.

His family cv.dcd with his fon.

prove
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prove deficient. If was propofed to lay an i

tion upon pi '_ ' ^
the players were the king's ferv« d a part of *t

his pieafure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of

the country party, afked, cc whether the king's

" pieafure lay among the male or the female
<c players?" This ftroke of fa s aimed at

Charles, who, befides his miftreffes of higher •:

entertained at that time two aftrnTes, Davis and

Nell Gwin. The king received not the raillery

with the good humour which might have been

expected. It was faid, that this being the firft time

that refpect to majefty had been publicly violated, it

was neceffary, by fome fevere chaftifement, to make
Coventry an example to all who might incline to

tread in his footfleps. Sands, Obrian, and fome
other officers of the guards, v/ere ordered to way-lay

him, and to fet a mark upon him. He defended

himfelf with bravery, and after wounding feveral of

the aflailants, was difarmed with fome difficulty.

They cut his nofe to the bone, in order, as t\

faid, to teach him what refpect he owed to the

king. The commons were inflamed by this in-

dignity offered to one of their members, on account

of words fpoken in the houfe. They parTed a law, Coventry

:h made it capital to maim any perfon -, and

enacted, that thofe criminals, who had afTauked

Coventry, fhould be incapable of receiving a pardon

from the crown.

There was another private affair tran facted about

this time, by which the king was as much expc

to the imputation of a capricious lenity, as he was

here blamed for unneceMary feverity. Blood, a dif-

banded officer of the protector's, had been engaged

in the confpiracy for raifing an infurrection in Ire-

land ; and on account of this crime he himfelf had

been attainted, and fome of his accomplices capitally

punifhed. The daring villain meditated revenge Blood's

upon Ormond, the lord lieutenant. Having by ar- C11™ es -

H h 3 ~e
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c hap. tifice drawn off the duke's footmen, he attacked his
LvV

" coach in the night-time, as it drove along St. James's

tCn. ft reet in London; and he made himfelf mafter of his

perfon. Fie might here have finifhed the crime,

had he. not meditated refinements in his vengeance

:

lie was refoived to hang the duke at Tyburn ; and

for. that purpofe bound him, and mounted him on

horfeback behind one of his companions. They
were advanced a good way into the fields; when the

duke, making eii'orts for his liberty, threw himfelf

to the ground, and brought down with him the

afTafTin to whom he was faftened. They were

flrugglihg together in the mire; when Ormond's
fetvants, whom the alarm had reached, came and

laved him. Blood and his companions, firing their

p-.ilols in a hurry at the duke, rode off, and faved

themfeives by means of the darknefs.

am was at firft, with fortie appearances

of reafon, fufpected to be the author of this attempt.

His profligate character, and his enmity agarnft Or-
monci, expofed him to that imputation. * Offory foon

after came to court; and feeing Buckingham Hand
by the king, his colour rofe, and he could not forbear

expreffing himfelf to this purpofe :
" My lord, I

" know well that you are at the bottom of this late

" attfempt upon my father: But I give you warn-
" ing; it by any means he come to a violent end,
te

I mall not be at a l'ofs to know the author : I ihali

" cbnfider you as the affalfin : I fhali treat you as
tx fyfch ; and wherever I meet you, I fnall piftol
' f you, though you flood behind the king's chair;

1 and I tell it you in his majefty's prefence, that
c

- you maybe lure I fhall not fail of performance 1 ."

If there was here any indecorum, it was eafily ex-

cused in a generous youth, when his father's life was
ofed to danger.

1 Carte's OrmonJ, vol. ii. p. :;,.

A LITTLE
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A little after, Blood formed a defign of carrying

off the crown and regalia from the Tower; a defign

to which he was prompted, as well by the furprifing

boldnefs of the enterprife, as by the views of profit.

He was near fucceeding. He had bound and

wounded Edwards, the keeper of the jewel- office,

and had gotten out of the Tower with his prey; but

was overtaken and feized, with fome of his ailo-

ciates. One of them was known to have been con-

cerned in the attempt upon Ormond ; and Blood
was immediately concluded to be the ring-leader.

When queftioned, he frankly avowed the enterprife;

but refuted to tell his accomplices. tc The fear of
fC death," he faid

?
" mould never engage him, ei-

" ther to deny a guilt, or betray a friend." All

thefe extraordinary circumftances made him the

general fubjecl of converfation ; and the king was

moved, by an idle curiofity, to fee and fpeak with

a perfon fo noted for his courage and his crimes.

Blood might now efteem himfelf fecure of pardon
;

and he wanted not addrefs to improve the opportu-

nity. He told Charles, that he had been engaged,

with others, in a defign to kill him with a carabine

above Batterfea, where his majefty often went to

bathe : That the caufe of this refolution was the

feverity exercifed over the confeiences of the godly,

in reftraining the liberty of their religious aflem-

biies : That when he had taken his ftand among the

reeds, full of thefe bloody refolutions, he found his

heart checked with an awe of majefty; and he not

only relented himfelf, but diverted his affbeiares from
their purpofe : That he had long ago brought him-
fejf to an entire indifference about life, which he

now gave for loft; yet could he not forbear warning

the king of the danger which might attend his exe-

cution : That his afibciates had bound themfelves

by the ftridteft oaths to revenge the death of any of

the confederacy: And that no precaution or power
could fecure any one from the effects of their def-

perate resolutions.

II h 4 Whether
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CHAP. Whether the'fe confederations excited fear or

u l
y
- _ admiration in the king, they confirmed his re-

1671. folution of granting a pardon to Blood ; but he

thought it a point of decency firft to obtain the

duke of Ormond's confent. Arlington came to

Ormond in the king's name, and defired that he

would not profecute Blood, for reafons which

he was commanded to °;ive him. The duke re-

plied, that his majefty's commands were the only

reafon that could be given ; and being fufficient,

he might therefore fpare the reft. Charles car-

ried his kindnefs to Blood ftill farther : He
granted him an eftate of five hundred pounds a-

year in Ireland ; he encouraged his attendance

about his perfon ; he mowed him great counte-

nance, and many applied to him for promoting

their pretentions at court. And while old Edwards,

who had bravely ventured his life, and had been

wounded, in defending the crown and regalia, was

forgotten and neglected, this man, who deferved

only to be flared at, and detefted as a monfter,

became a kind of favourite.

Errors of this nature in private life have often

as bad an influence as mi [carriages, in which the

-public is more immediately concerned. Another
incident happened this year, which infufed a general

difpleafure, and ftill greater apprehenfions, into all

men. The dutchefs of York died; and in her lad

ficknefs, fhe made open profefllon of the Romiih
religion, and nnifhed her life in that communion.
This put an end to that thin difguife which the duke
had hitherto worn ; and he now openly declared his

Duke de- converfion to the church of Rome. Unaccountable
dares terrors of popery, ever fince the acceffion of the

houfe of Stuart, had prevailed throughout the nation;

but thefe had formerly been found fo groundlefs,

and hdd been employed to fo many bad purpofes,

that furmifes of this nature were likely to meet wich

the lets credit among all men of fenfe; and nothing but

udent bigotry could have convinced

the

liimfe'.f

catholic.
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the whole nation of his change of religion. Popery, c H A p-

which had hitherto been only a hideous fpectre, was u _ —
*_j

now become a real ground of terror ; being openly 1671.

and zealoufly embraced by the heir to the crown, a

prince of induftry and enterprife; while the king

himfelf was not entirely free from like fufpicions.

It is probable, that the new alliance with France

infpired the duke with the courage to make open

profeffion of his religion, and rendered him more
carelefs of the affections and efteem of the Englifh.

This alliance became every day more apparent.

Temple was declared to be no longer amballador to

the States ; and Downing, whom the Dutch re-

garded as the inveterate enemy of their republic, was
fent over in his ftead. A ground of quarrel was
fought by means of a yacht, difpatched for lady

Temple. The captain failed through the Dutch
fleet, which lay on their own coafts ; and he had
orders to make them ftrike, to fire on them, and to

perfevere till they fhould return his fire. The Dutch
admiral, Van Ghent, iurprifed at this bravado, came
on board the yacht, and exprelTed his willingnefs to

pay refpect to the Britifh flag, according to former

practice : But that a fleet, on their own coafts, mould
ftrike to a fingle vefTel, and that not a fhip of war,

was, he faid, fuch an innovation, that he durft not,

without exprefs orders, agree to it. The captain,

thinking it dangerous, as well as abfurd, to renew

firing in the midft of the Dutch fleet, continued his

courfe ; and, for that neglect of orders, was com-
mitted to the Tower.
This incident, however, furniflied Downing with

a new article to increafe thofe vain -pretences, on
which it was purpofed to ground the intended rup-

ture. The Englifh court delayed feveral months
before they complained ; left if they had demanded
fatisfaction more early, the Dutch might have had
time to grant it. Even when Downing delivered

his memorial he was bound by his inftructions not

to
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CHAP, to accept of any fatisfaction after a certain number

'

of days ; a very imperious manner of negotiating,

1671. and impracticable in Holland, where the forms of

the republic render delays abfolutHy unavoidable.

An anfwer, however, though retufed by Downing,

was fent over to London ; with an ambaiTador ex-

traordinary, who had orders to ufe every expedient

that might give fatisfaction to the court of England.

That court replied, that the anfwer of the Holland-

ers was ambiguous and oblcure ; but they would not

fpecify the articles or expreiTions which were liable

to that cbie^lion. The Dutch ambaiTador defired

the Englifh miniftry to draw the anfwer, in what

terms they pleafed ; and he engaged to- fign it : The
Englifh miniftry replied, that it was not their bufi-

nefs to draw papers for the Dutch. The ambaiTa-

dor brought them the draught of an article, and afk-

ed them whether it were fatisfaclory : The Englifh

anfwered that, when he had figned and delivered it,

they would tell him their mind concerning it. The
Dutchman refolved to fign it at a venture ; and on
his demanding a new audience, an hour was ap-

pointed for that purpofe : But when he attended, the

Englifh re-ufed to enter upon bufinefs, and told him,

that the feafon for negotiating was now p:S: \

j672. Long and frequent prorogations were made of

the parliament ; left the houfcs mould declare them-
fdves with vigour againft counfels, fo oppofite to

the inclination as well as interefts of the public.

Could we fuppofe that Charles, in his alliance againft

Holland, really meant the good of his people, that

meafure mu ft pafs for an extraordinary, nay, a ro-

mantic ftrain of patnotifin, which could lead him,

in fpite of all difficulties, and even in fpite of thern-

k England's Appeal, p. 22. This year, on the nth if November,
died, in his retreat, anil in the 60th year of his age, Thomas lord

Fairfax, wiio performed marry great aliens, without being a memo*
rable perfonage, and allowed nimfeir to be carried into many criminal
enferprifes, with the belt and mod upright intentions. His .daughter

and beiv was married to George Villiers, duke of Buckingham.

felves,
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felves, to feek the welfare of the nation. But every chap.
flep, which he took in this affair, became a proof, ,_"' _'

to all men of penetration, that the prelent war was ,s 7a .

intended ag-ainft the religion and liberties of his own
fubjects, even more than againft the Dutch them-

fehes. He now acted in every thing, as if he were

already an abfoiute monarch, and was never more wo

lie under the control of national aiTemblies.

The long prorogations of parliament, if they

freed the king from the importunate remembrances

of that affembly, were, however, attended with this

inconvenience, rhat no money could be procured to

carry on the military preparations againft Holhnd.
Under pretence of maintaining the triple league,

which at that very time he had firmly relblved to

break, Charles had obtained a large fuppiy from the

commons , but this money was loon exhaulled by

debts and expences. France had itipulated to pay

two hundred thoufand pounds a-year during the war;

but that foppiy was inconfiderable, compared to the

immenfe charge of the Englifh navy. It feemed as

yet premature to venture on levying money, without

con fen t of parliament ; fmce the power of taxing

therr.felves was the privilege, of which the Englifh

were, with reafbn, particularly jealous. Some other

refource muil be fallen on. The king had declared,

that the ftaff or treafurer was ready for any one that

could find an expedient for fuppiying the prefent

r.eceiuties. Shaftefbury dropped a hint to Clifford,

which the latter immediately feized, and carried to

jng, who granted him the promifed reward, to-

gether with a peerage. This expedient was the

ihutting up ot the Exchequer, and the retaining of'

all the payments which mould be made into it.

It had been ufual for the bankers to carry their id Jan.

money to the Exchequer, and to advance it upon Exchequer

iecurity of :hc funds, by which they were afterwards
aut *

reimburfed, when the money was levied on the

public.
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CHAP, public. The bankers, by this traffic, got eight,
LXV

t

fometimes ten, per cent, for fums which either had

1672. been configned to them without intereft, or which

they had borrowed at fix per cent. : Profits, which
- they dearly paid for by this egregious breach of pub-

lic faith. The meafure was fo fuddenly taken, that

none had warning of the danger. A general confu-

fion prevailed in the city, followed by the ruin of

many. The bankers flopped payment ; the mer-
chants could anfwer no bills j diftruft took place

every where, with a ftagnation of commerce, by

which the public was univerfally affected. And
men, full of difmal apprehenfions, afked each other,

what muft be the fcope of thofe myfterious counfels,

whence the parliament and all men of honour were

excluded, and which commenced by the forfeiture of

public credit, and an open violation of the moft fo-

lemn engagements, both foreign and domeftic.

Declara- Another meafure of the court contains fome-
of,n " thing laudable, when confidered in itfelf ; but if we

reflect on the motive whence it proceeded, as well

as the time when it was embraced, it will furnifli a

ftrong proof of the arbitrary and dangerous coun-

fels purfued at prefent by the king and his miniftry.

Charles refolved to make ufe of his fupreme power

in ecclefiaftical matters ; a power, he faid, which

was not only inherent in him, but which had been

March 15. recognized by feveral a£ts of parliament. By virtue

of this authority, he iiTued a proclamation -, fufpend-

ing the penal laws enacted againft all non-conformifts

or recufants whatfoever ; and granting to the pro-

tcftant difienters the public exercife of their religion,

to the catholics the exercife of it, in private houfes.

A fruitlefs experiment of this kind, oppofed by the

parliament, and retracted by the king, had already

been made a few years after the restoration ; but

Charles expected, that the parliament, whenever it

«hould meet, would now be tamed to greater fub-

miffion,

tion

dulgence
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milfion, and would no longer dare to control his CHA p -

- • LXV
meafures. Meanwhile, the diffenters, the moft in- ^___s/^j
veterate enemies of the court, were mollified by thefe »67*.

indulgent maxims : And the catholics, under their

lhelter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws had hi-

therto allowed them.

At the fame time, the acl: of navigation was fuf-

pended by royal will and pleafure : A meafure,

which, though a ftretch of prerogative, feemed ufe-

ful to commerce, while all the feamen were -employ-

ed on board the royal navy. A like fufpenfion had
been granted, during the firft Dutch war, and was

not much remarked; becaufe men had, at that

time, entertained lefs jeaioufy of the crown. A
proclamation was alfo illued, containing rigorous

claufes in favour of prefling : Another full of me-
naces againft thofe who prefumed to fpeak unduti-

fully of his majefty's meafures, and even againft

thofe who heard fuch difcourfe, unlefs they informed

in due time againft the offenders : Another againft

importing or vending any fort of painted earthen ,

ware, " except thofe of China, upon pain of being
" grievoufly fined, and fullering the utmoft puniih-
<c ment, which might be lawfully inflicted upon con-
<c temners of his majefty's royal authority." An
army had been levied ; and it was found, that dif-

cipline could not be enforced without the exercife of

martial law, which was therefore eftablifhed by order

of council, though contrary to the petition of right.

All thefe a<5te of pov/er, how little important foever

in themfelves, favoured ftrongly of arbitrary govern-

ment, and were no- wife fuitable to that legal admi-

niftration, which the parliament, after fuch violent

convulfions and civil wars, had hoped to have efta-

blifhed in the kingdom.

It may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper

refufed to affix the great feal to the declaration for

fufpending the penal laws -, and was for that reafen,

though under other pretences, removed from his

5 office.
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1672.
Attack of

the Smyr-
na fleet.

office. Shaftefbury was made chancellor in his place

;

and thus another member of the Cabal received the

reward of his counfels.

Foreign tranfac~r.ions kept pace with thefe do-

meftic occurrences. An attempt, before the decla-

ration of war, was made on the Dutch Smyrna
fleet by fir Robert Holmes. This fleet confided of

feventy fail, valued at a million and a half; and the

hopes of feizing fo rich a prey had been a great

motive for engaging Charles in the prefent war, and

he had confidered that capture as a principal re-

fource for fupporting his military enterprifes.

Holmes, with nine frigates and three yachts, had

orders to go on this command ; and he pafled

Sprague in the channel, who was returning with a

fq
t
uadron from a cruize in the Mediterranean.

Sprague informed him of the near approach of the

Hollanders ; and had not Holmes, from a defire

of engrofTing the honour and profit of the enter-

prife, kept the fecret of his orders, the conjunction

of thefe fquadrons had rendered the fuccefs infal-

lible. When Holmes approached the Dutch, he

put on an amicable appearance, and invited the ad-

March 13. miral Van Nets, who commanded the convoy, to

come on board of him : One of his captains gave a

like infiduous invitation to the rear-admiral. But
thefe officers were on their piiard. Thev had re-

ceived an intimation of the hoftile intentions of the

Englifh, and had already put all the fhips of war
and merchant- men in an excellent pofture of de-

fence. Three times were they valiantly affailed by

the Englifh ; and as often did they valiantly defend

themfeives. In the third attack one of the Dutch
fhips of war was taken ; and three or four of their

moil inconfiderable merchant-men fell into the ene-

mies' hands. The reft, finhtino- with (kill and
courage, continued their courfe ; and, favoured by
a milt, got fafe into their own harbours. This at-

tempt is denominated perfidious and piratical by the

Dutch
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Dutch writers, and. even by many of the Englifli. chap.
It merits at lead the appellation of irregular ; and

(_-- /_J
as it had been attended with bad fuccefs, it brought ,672.

double fname upon the contrivers. - The Englifli

miniftry endeavoured to apologize for the action, by

pretending that it was a cafual rencounter, arifing from

the obftinacy of the Dutch, in refufing the honours

of the flag : But the contrary was fo well known,
that even Holmes himfelf had not the afiurance no

perfift in this afieveration.

Till this incident the States, notwithstanding all

the menaces and preparations of die Englifh, never

believed them thoroughly in earned; and had al-

ways expected that the affair would terminate, either

in lbme demands of money, or in fome propofais

for the advancement of the urince of Orange. The
L O

French themfelves had never much reckoned on af-

fiftance from England ; and fcarcely could believe

that their ambitious projects would, contrary to

every maxim of honour and policv, be forwarded by

that power which was mod interefted, and molt able

to oppofe them. But Charles was too far advanced

to retreat. He immediately iliiied a declaration of March i 7 .

war againft the Dutch ; and furely reafons more ^JL
de

^

.

falfe and frivolous never were employed to juftify a Holland.

flagrant violation of treaty. Some complaints are

there made of injuries done to the Eaft- India com-
pany, which yet that company difavowed : The
detention of fome Englifh in Surinam is mentioned;

though it appears that thefe perfons. had voluntarily

remained there t The refufal of a Dutch fleet, on
their own coafts, to flrike to an Englifh yacht, is

much aggravated: And to piece up all thefe pre-

tenfions, fome abufive pictures are mentioned, and
reprefented as a ground of quarrel. The Dutch
were long at a lofs what to make of this article; till

it was difcovered, that a portrait of Cornelius de
Wit, brother to the petitionary, painted by order of

certain magiftrates of Dort, and hung up in a

chamber
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CHAP, chamber of the town-houfe, had given occafion to

T YV -

'_, the complaint. In the perfpective of this portrait,

1672. the painter had drawn fome fhips on fire in a har-

bour. This was conflrned to be Chatham, where

de Wit had really diftinguifhed himielf, and had
acquired honour ; but little did he imagine, that,

while the infuk itfelf, committed in open war, had

fo long been forgiven, the picture of it mould draw
fuch fevere vengeance upon his country. The con-

clufion of this manifeito, where the king frill pro-

fefTed his refolution of adhering to the triple alliance,

was of a piece with the reft of it.

Lewis's declaration of war contained more dignity,

if undifguifed violence and injuftice could merit that

appellation. He pretended only, that the behaviour

of the Hollanders had been fuch, that it did not

confift with his glory any longer to bear it. That
monarch's preparations were in great forwardnefs ;

and his ambition was flattered with the moil pro-

mifing views of fuccefs. Sweden was detached from

the triple league : The bifhop of Munfter was en-

gaged by the payment of fubfidies to take part with

France : The elector of Cologne had entered into

the fame alliance j and, having configned Bonne
and other towns into the hands of Lewis, magazines

were there erected; and it was from that quarter

that France purpofed to invade the United Pro-

vinces. The Handing force of that kingdom
amounted to a hundred and eighty thoufand men j

and with more than half of this great army was the

French king now approaching to the Dutch fron-

tiers. The order, ceconomy and indultry of Col-

bert, equally fubfervient to the ambition of the

prince, and happinefs of the people, furnifhed un-

exhaufted treafures : Thefe, employed by the unre-

lenting vigilance of Louvois, fupplied every mili-

tary preparation, and facilitated all the enterprifes of

the army : Conde, Turenne, feconded by Luxem-
bourg, Crequi, and the moll renowned generals of

the
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the age, condu&ed this army, and by their conduct C H A P.

and reputation infpired Courage into every one. The ._ _'_,

monarch himfelf, furrounded with a brave nobility, 1672.

animated his troops by the profpect of reward, or,

what was more valued, by the hopes of his appro-

bation. The fatigues of war gave no interruption

to gaiety : Its dangers furnifhed matter for glory :

And in no enterprife did the genius of that gallant

and polite people ever break out with more diftia-

guifhed luitre.

Though de Wit's intelligence in foreign courts

was not equal to the vigilance of his domeftic admi-

niftration, he had, long before, received many fur-

mifes of this fatal confederacy ; but he prepared not

for defence, fo early, or with fuch induftry, as the

danger required. A union of England with France

was evidently, he faw, deftruclive to the interests

of the former kingdom ; and therefore, overlooking

or ignorant of the humours and fecret views of

Charles, he concluded it impoffible, that fuch per-

nicious projects could ever really be carried into

execution. Secure in this fallacious reafoning, he.

allowed the republic to remain too long in that de-

fencelefs fituation, into which many concurring acci-

dents had confpired to throw her.

By a continued and fuccefsful application to com- Weaknefs

merce, the people were become unwarlike, and ^a^
e

confided entirely for their defence in that mercenary

army, which they maintained. After the treaty of
Weftphalia, the States, trufting to their peace with

Spain, and their alliance with France, had broken a

great part of this army, and did not fupport with

fufficient vigilance the difcipline of the troops which

remained. When the ariftocratic party prevailed,

it was thought prudent to difmifs many of the old

experienced officers, who were devoted to the houfe

of Orange -, and their place was fupplied by raw
youths, the fons or kinfmen of burgomafters, by

Vol. VII. I i whofe
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c ha p. vvhofs intereft the party was fupportcd. Thefc ncv7

L _ *_. officers, relying on the crefiit of their friends and

1672. family, neglected their military duty ; and fome of

them, it is faid, were even allowed to ferve by de-

puties, to whom they afilgned a fmall part of their

pay. During the war with England, all the forces

of that nation had been difbanded : Lewis's invafion

of Flanders, followed by the triple league, occafion-

ed the difmiffion of the French regiments : And the

place of thefe troops, which had ever had a chief

fhare in the honour and fortune of all the wars

in the Low Countries, had not been fupplied by
any new levies.

De Wit, fenfible of this dangerous fituation, and

alarmed by the reports which came from all quar-

ters, exerted himfelf to fupply thofe defects, to which

it was not eafy of a fudden to provide a fuitable

remedy. But every propofal, which he could

make, met with oppofition from the Orange
party, now become extremely formidable. The
long and uncontrolled adminiftration of this ftatef-

nian had begotten envy : The prefent incidents

roufed up his enemies and opponents, who alcribed

to his mifconducr. alone the bad fituation of the re-

public : And, above all, the popular affection to the

young prince, which had Co long been held in vio-

lent conftraint, and had thence acquired new accei-

fions of force, began to difplay itfelf, and to threaten

the commonwealth with fome great convulfion.

William III. prince of Orange, was in the twenty-

fecond year of his age, and gave ftrong indications

of thofe great qualities, by which his life was after-

wards fo much diftinguifhed. De Wit himfelf, by
giving him an excellent education, and inftruding

him in all the principles of government and found

policy, had gcneroufly contributed to make his rival

formidable. Dreading the precarious fituation of

his own party, he was always relblved, he laid, by

conveying
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conveying to the prince the knowledge of affairs, to c
,
H
,y

p '

render him capable of ierving his country, if any
v ^^J_^

future emergence fhould ever throw the adminiflra- 167a.

tion into his hands. The conduct of Willam had

hitherto been extremely laudable. Notwithftanding

his powerful alliances with England and Brandcn-

burgh, he had exprefTed his refolution of depending

entirely on the States for his advancement; and the

whole tenor of his behaviour fuited extremely the

genius of that people, Silent and thoughtful j given

to hear and to inquire; of a found and fteady un-

derstanding; firm in what he once refolved, or once

denied ; ftrongly intent on bufinefs, little on plea-

fure : By thefe virtues he engaged the attention of

all men. And the people, lenfible that they owed
their liberty, and very exiftence, to his family, and
remembering, that his great uncle, Maurice, had

been able, even in more early youth, to defend

them againft the exorbitant power of Spain, were

defirous of raifmg this prince to all the authority of

his anceftors, and hoped, from his valour and con-

duct alone, to receive protection againft thofe im-

minent dangers with which they were at prefent

threatened.

While thefe two powerful factions flruggled for

fuperiority, every fcheme for defence was oppofed,

every project retarded. What was determined with

difficulty, was executed without vigour. Levies

indeed were made, and the army completed to fe-

venty thoufand men '
: The prince was appointed

both general and admiral of the commonwealth,
and the whole military power was put into his hands.

But new troops could not of a Hidden acquire dif-

cipline and experience : And the partifans of the

prince were ftill unfatisried, as long as the perpetual

tdift) fo it was called, remained in force ; by which

he was excluded from the ftadtholuerfhip, and from
all Ihare in the civil adminifcration.

1 Tetr.ple, vol. i. n, 75.

I i 2 It
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CHAP. It had always been the maxim of de Wit's party

,

LXV
* to cultivate naval affairs with extreme care, and to

1672. give the fleet a preference above the army, which

they reprefented as the object of an unreafonable

partiality in the princes of Orange. The two vio-

lent wars, which had of late been waged wich Eng-
land, had exercifed the valour, and improved the

fkill, of the failors. And, above all, de Ruyter, the

great fea commander of the age, was clofely con-

nected with the Louveftein party j and every one

was difpofed, with confidence and alacrity, to obey

him. The equipment of the fleet was therefore

hailened by de Wit ; in hopes that, by ftriking at

firft a fuccefsful blow, he might infpire courage

into the difmayed States, and fupport his own
declining authority. He feems to have been, in a

peculiar manner, incenfed againfl the Englifh j and

he refolved to take revenge on them for their con-

duct, of which, he thought, he himfelf and his

country had fuch reafon to complain. By the offer

of a clofe alliance for mutual defence, they had fe-

duced the republic to quit the alliance of France

;

but no fooner had me embraced thefe meafures, than

they formed leagues for her deftruction, with that

very power which they had treacheroufly engaged

her to offend. In the midft of full peace, nay,

during an intimate union, they attacked her com-
merce, her only means of fubfiftence ; and, moved
by ihameful rapacity, had invaded that property,

which, from a reliance on their faith, they had

hoped to find unprotected and defencelefs. Con-
trary to their own manifeft intereil, as well as to

their honour, they ftill retained a malignant refeni-

ment for her fuccefsful conclufion of the former

war j a war which had, at firft, fprung from their

own wanton infolence and ambition. To re-

prefs fo dangerous an enemy, would, de Wit
imagined, give peculiar pleafure, and contri-

bute to the future fecurity of his country,

wiofe
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whofe profperity was To much the object of general chap.
envy.

s
'_,

Actuated by like motives and views, de Ruyter 1672,

put to fea with a formidable fleet, confiding of ninety-

one fhips of war and forty- four fire-fhips. Cornelius

de Wit was on board as deputy from the States.

They failed in queft of the Englifh, who were under

the command of the duke of York, and who had
already joined the French under marefchal d'Etrees.

The combined fleets lay at Solebay in a very negli- Battle of

gent pofture; and Sandwich, being an experienced bol
f
b
^T'

officer, had given the duke warning of the danger;

but received, it is laid, fuch an anfwer as intimated,

that there was more of caution than of courage in his

apprehenfions. Upon the appearance of the enemy,
every one ran to his pod with precipitation, and
many fhips were obliged to cut their cables, in order

to be in readineis. Sandwich commanded the van;

and though determined to conquer or to perifh, he

fo tempered his courage with prudence, that the

whole fleet was vifibly indebted to him for its fafety.

He hardened out of the bay, where it had been eafy

for de Ruyter with his fire-fhips to have deftroyed

the combined fleets, which were crowded together;

and by this wife meafure he gave time to the duke of

York, who commanded the main body, and to ma-
refchal d'Etrees, admiral of the rear, to difengage

themfelves. He himfelf meanwhile rufhed into battle

with the Hollanders j and by prefenting himfelf to

every danger, had drawn upon him all the braveft

of the enemy. He killed Van Ghent, a Dutch ad-

miral, and beat off his ihip : He funk another fhip,

which ventured to lay him aboard: He funk three

fire-fhips, which endeavoured to grapple with him :

And though his veffel was torn in pieces with fhot3

and of a thouiand men fhe contained, near fix hun-

dred were laid dead upon the deck, he continued Hill

to thunder with all his artillery in the midft of the

enemy. But another fire-fhip, more fortunate than

I i 3 the
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the preceding, having laid hold of his veflel, her

deflruction was now inevitable. Warned by fir Ed-

1671. ward Haddock, his captain, he refufed to make his

Sandwich efcape, and bravely embraced death as a fneker from

that ignominy, which a ram expreffion of the duke's,

he thought, had thrown upon him.

During this fierce engagement with Sandwich,

de Ruyter remained not inactive. He attacked the

duke of York, and fought him with fuch fury for

above two hours, that of two and thirty actions, in

which that admiral had been engaged, he declared

this combat to be the moft obflinately difputed.

The duke's fhip was fo mattered, that he was ob-

liged to leave her, and remove his flag to another.

His fquadron was overpowered with numbers; till

fir Joieph Jordan, who had fucceeded to Sandwich's

command, came to his affiflance ; and the fight,

being more equally balanced, was continued till

night, when the Dutch retired, and were not fol-

lowed by the Englifh. The lofs fuftained by the

fleets of the two maritime powers was nearly equal,

if it did not rather fall more heavy on the Englifh.

The French fuffered very little, becaufe they had

fcarcely been engaged in the action j and as this

backwardnefs is not their national character, it was

concluded that they had received fecret orders to

fpare their mips, while the Dutch and Englifh ihould

weaken each other by their mutual animofity. Al-

inoft all the other actions during the prefent war

tended to confirm this fufpicion.

It might be deemed honourable for the Dutch to

have fought with fome advantage the combined
fleets of two fuch powerful nations j but nothing lefs

than a complete victory could ferve the purpofe of

de Wit, or lave his country from thofe calamities,

which from every quarter threatened to overwhelm
her. He had expected, that the French would
make their attack on the fide of Maeflricht, which

was well fortified, and provided with a good gar-

rifon ;
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rifon : but Lewis, taking advantage of his alliance chap.
.

^ " LXV
with Cologne, refolved to invade the enemy on that ^ *_,,

frontier, which he knew to be more feeble and de- 1671.

fencelefs. The armies of that elector, and thofe of

Munfter, appeared on the other fide of the Rhine,

and divided the force and attention of the States.

The Dutch troops, too weak to defend fo extenfive

a frontier, were Scattered into fo many towns, that

no confiderable body remained in the field ; and a

ftrong garrifon was fcarcely to be found in any for-

trefs. Lewis paiTed the Meufe at Vifet; and lay- 14th May.-

ingfiege to Orfoi, a town of the ele&or ofBranden- Prosids00 *
q{- the

burgh's, but garrifoned by the Dutch, he carried it French.

in three days. He divided his army, and invefted

at once Burik, Wefel, Emerik, and Rhimberg, four

places regularly fortified, and not unprovided with

troops : In a few days all thefe places were furren-

dered. A general aftonifhment had feized the Hol-
landers, from the combination of fuch powerful

princes againft the republic ; and no where was re-

fiftance made, fuitable to the ancient glory or pre-

fent greatnefs of the ftate. Governors without ex-

perience commanded troops without difcipline ; and
defpair had univerfally extinguifhed that fenfe of
honour, by which alone, men, in fuch danger-
ous extremities, can be animated to a valorous

defence.

Lewis advanced to the banks of the Rhine, which 2d June.

he prepared to pafs. To all the other calamities of
the Dutch was added the extreme drought of the
feafon, by which the greateft rivers were much di-

minifhed, and in fome places rendered fordable.

The French cavalry, animated by the prefence of
their prince, full of impetuous courage, but ranged
in exact order, flung themfelves into the river : The
infantry palled in boats : A few regiments of Dutch
appeared on the other fide, who were unable to

make refiftance. And thus was executed without

I i 4 danger.,
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chap, danger, but not without glory, the paffage of the

u
XV

'_. Rhine; fo much celebrated, at that time, by the

1672. flattery of the French courtiers, and tranfmitted

to pofterity by the more durable flattery of their

poets.

Each fuccefs added courage to the conquerors,

and (truck the vanquifhed with difmay. The
prince of Orange, though prudent beyond his age,

was but newly advanced to the command, unac-

quainted with the army, unknown to them ; and all

men, by reafon of the violent factions which prevailed,

were uncertain of the authority on which they muft

depend. It was expected, that the fort of Skink,

famous for the fieges which it had formerly fuftain-

ed, would make fome refiflance ; but it yielded to

Turenne in a few days. The fame general made
himfelf matter of Arnheim, Knotzembourg, and

Nimeguen, as foon as he appeared before them.

Doefbourg at the fame time opened its gates to

Lewis : Soon after, Harderwic, Amersfort, Cam-
pen, Rhenen, Viane, Elberg, Zwol, Cuilemberg,

^Yageninguen, Lochem, Woerden, fell into the

enemies hands. Groll and Deventer furrendered

to the marefchal Luxembourg, who commanded
the troops of Munfter. And every hour brought

to the States news of the rapid progrefs of the

French, and of the cowardly defence of their own
garrifons.

The prince of Orange, with his fmall and dis-

couraged army, retired into the province of Hol-
land ; where he expected, from the natural ftrength

of the country, fince all human art and courage

failed, to be able to make fome refiftance. The
town and province of Utrecht fent deputies, and

furrendered themfelves to Lewis. Naerden, a

place within three leagues of Amfterdam, was

feized by the marquis of Rochfort, and had he

puflied on to Muyden, he had eaiiiy gotten pof-

feflion
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feflion of it. Fourteen ftragglers of his army chap.
having appeared before the gates of that town,

, —
w ~'_t

the magiftrates fent them the keys -, but a fer- ,671.

vant maid, who was alone in the caftle, having

raifed the drawbridge, kept them from taking pof-

feffion of that fortrefs. The magiftrates afterwards,

finding the party fo weak, made them drunk, and

took the keys from them. Muyden is fo near to

Amfterdam, that its cannon may infeft the ihips

which enter that city.

Lewis with a fplendid court made a folemn entry *5th Jum.

into Utrecht, full of glory, becaufe every where

attended with fuccefs j though more owing to the

cowardice and mifconduct of his enemies, than to

his own valour or prudence. Three provinces

were already in his hands, Guelderland, OveryfTe),

and Utrecht : Groningen was threatened j Frieze-

land was expofed : The only difficulty lay in Hol-
land and Zealand j and the monarch deliberated

concerning the proper meafures for reducing them.

Conde and Turenne exhorted him to difmantle all

the towns which he had taken, except a few j and
fortifying his main army by the garrifons, put him-
felf in a condition of pufhing his conquefts. Lou-
vois, hoping that the other provinces, weak and
difmayed, would prove an eafy prey, advifed him to

keep poffeffion of places which might afterwards

ferve to retain the people in fubjection. His coun-

sel was followed j though it was found, foon after, to

have been the moft impolitic.

Meanwhile the people, throughout the republic, Conftema-

inftead of collecting a noble indignation againft the
Jj," "jf

Uie

haughty conqueror, difcharged their rage upon
their own unhappy minifter, on whofe prudence and
integrity every one formerly beftowed the merited

applauie. The bad condition of the armies was laid

to his charge : The ill choice of governors was
afcribed to his partiality : As inftances of cowardice

multi-
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c ha P. multiplied, treachery was fufpe&ed; and his former

* ' connections with France being remembered, the

i6 7 i.
populace believed, that he and his partifans had
now combined to betray them to their mod mortal

enemy. The prince of Orange, notwithstanding his

youth and inexperience, was looked on as the only

faviour of the ftate j and men were violently driven

by their fears into his party, to which they had al-

ways been led by favour and inclination.

Amsterdam alone feemed to retain fome courage;

and by forming a regular plan of defence, endea-

voured to infufe fpirit into the other cities. The
magiftrates obliged the burgeffes to keep a ftri<5t

watch: The populace, whom want of employment
might engage to mutiny, were maintained by regu-

lar pay, and armed for the defence of the public.

Some fhips, which lay ufelefs in the harbour, were

refitted, and ftationed to guard the city : And the

iluices being opened, the neighbouring country,

without regard to the damage iuftained, was laid

under water. All the provinces followed the example,

and fcrupled not, in this extremity, to reftore to the

fea thofe fertile fields, which with great art and ex-

pence had been won from it.

The dates were anembled, to confider whether

any means were left to lave the remains of their lately

fiourifhing, and now diftreffed commonwealth,

Though they were furrounded with waters, which

barred all accefs to the enemy, their deliberations

were not conducted with that tranquillity, which

could alone fuggeft meafures proper to extricate

them from their prefent difficulties. The nobles

gave their vote, that, provided their religion,

liberty, and fovereignty, could be faved, every thing

elfe fhould without fcruple be facrificed to the con-

queror. Eleven towns concurred in the fame fenti-

ments. Amfterdam fingly declared againft all treaty

with infolent and triumphant enemies.: Butnotwith-

1

1

Handing
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ftanding that oppofition, ambaffadors were dif- c H
.
A p *

patched to implore the pity of the two combined ^ -
w

-*j

monarchs. It was refolved to facrifice to Lewis, 1672.

Maeftricht, and all the frontier towns which lay

without the bounds of the feven provinces ; and to

pay him a large fum for the charges of the war.

Lewis deliberated with his minifters Louvois and

Pomponne, concerning the meafures which he

fhould embrace in the prefent emergence ; and for-

tunately for Europe, he ftill preferred the violent

counfels of the former. He offered to evacuate his

conquefts, on condition that all duties lately impofed

on the commodities of France fhould be taken off:

That the public exercife of the Romifh religion

fhould be permitted in the United Provinces ; the

churches fhared with the catholics ; and their priefts

maintained by appointments from the States: That
all the frontier towns of the republic fhould be

yielded to him, together with Nimeguen, Skink,

Knotzembourg, and that part of Guelderland which

lay on the other fide of the Rhine; as likewife the

ifie of Bommel, that of Voorn, the fortrefs of St.

Andrew, thofe of Louveftein and Crevecceur: That
the States fhould pay him the fum of twenty mil-

lions of livres for the charges of the war : That
they fhould every year fend him a folemn embafiy,

and prefent him with a golden medal, as an ac-

knowledgment that they owed to him the preferva-

tion of their liberty, which, by the affiftance of his

predeceffors, they had formerly acquired : And that

they fhould give entire fatisfaction to the king of

England : And he allowed them but ten days for

the acceptance of thefe demands.

The ambafiadors, fent to London, met with ftill

worfe reception : No minifter was allowed to treat

with them ; and they were retained in a kind of
confinement. But, notwithstanding this rigorous

conduct of the court, the prefence of the Dutch
ambaf-
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C ha f. ambaffadors excited the fentiments of tender com-
. '

, paflion, and even indignation, among the people in

:. general, efpecially among thofe who could forefee

the aim and refult of thofe dangerous counfels. The
two moil: powerful monarch s, they faid, in Europe,

the one by land, the other by fea, have, contrary

to the faith of folemn treaties, combined to exter-

minate an illuftrious republic: What a difmal pro-

fpect does their fuccefs afford to the neighbours of

the one, and to the fubjects of the other I Charles

had formed the triple league, in order to reftrain

the power of France : A fure proof, that he does not

now err from ignorance. He had courted and ob-

tained the applaufes of his people by that wife mea-
fure : As he now adopts contrary counfels, he muft
furely expect by their means to render himfelf inde-

pendent of his people3 whole fentiments are become
fo indifferent to him. During the entire fubmiffion

of the nation, and dutiful behaviour of the parlia-

ment, dangerous projects, without provocation, are

formed to reduce them to fubjection ; and all the

foreign interefts of the people are facrificed in order

the more furely to bereave them of their domeftic

liberties. Left any inftance of freedom fhould re-

main within their view, the United Provinces, the

real barrier of England, muft'be abandoned to the

moft dangerous enemy of England ; and by an uni-

verfal combination oftyranny againft laws and liberty,

all mankind, who have retained, in any degree, their

precious, though hitherto precarious, birthrights, are

for ever to fubmit to flavery and injuftice.

Though the fear of giving umbrage to his con-

federate had engaged Charles to treat the Dutch
ambaffadors with fuch rigour, he was not altogether

without uneafinefs, on account of the rapid and un-
expected progrefs of the French arms. Were Hol-
land entirely conquered, its whole commerce and
naval force, he perceived, muft become an acceffion

to
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to France ; the Spanifh Low Countries muft ibon

follow $ and Lewis, now independent of his ally,

would no longer think it his intereft to fupport him 1672

againft his discontented fubjefte. Charles, though

he never carried his attention to very diftant confe-

quences, could not but forefee thefe obvious events,

and, though incapable of envy or jealoufy, he was

touched with anxiety, when he found every thing

yield to the French arms, while fuch vigorous refift-

ance was made to his own. He foon difmifted the

Dutch ambafiadors, left they fhould cabal among
his fubje&s, who bore them great favour : But he

fent over Buckingham and Arlington, and foon

after lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with the

French king in the prefent profperous fituation of

that monarch's affairs.

These minifters pafTed through Holland ; and as

they were fuppofed to bring peace to the diftrened

republic, they were every where received with the

loudeft acclamations. U God blefs the king of
" England 1 God blefs the prince of Orange

!

" Confufion to the States 1" This was every where

the cry of the populace. The ambafiadors hac

feveral conferences with the States and the prince of

Orange j but made no reafonable advances towards

an accommodation. They went to Utrecht, where

they renewed the league with Lewis, and agreed,

that neither of the kings fhould make peace with

Holland but by common con fent. They next gave

in their pretenfions, of which the following are the

principal articles : That the Dutch fhould give up
the honour of the flag, without the leaft referve or

limitation ; nor fhould whole fleets, even on the

coaft of Holland, refufe to ftrike or lower their top-

fails to the fmalleft fhip, carrying the Britifn flag:

That all perfons guilty of treafon againft the king,

or of writing feditious libels, fhould, on complaint,

be banifhed for ever the dominions of the States

:

That the Dutch fhould pay the king a million fler-

13 ling



494 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
CHAP, lino; towards the charges of the war, together with

i_ u ten thoufand pounds a year, for permiflion to fifh

j67z. on the Britifh feas : That they mould fharc the

Indian trade with the Englifh : That the prince of

Orange and his defendants fhould enjoy the fove-

reignty of the United Provinces ; at leaft> that they

ihould be invefted with the dignities of Stadtholderd

Admiral, and General, in as ample a manner as

had ever been enjoyed by any of his anceftors : And
that the ifle of Walcheren, the city and cattle of

Sluis, together with the ifles of Cadfant, Goree, and

Vorne, fhould be put into the king's hands, as a

fecurity for the performance of articles.

The terms propofed by Lewis bereaved the re-

public of all fecurity againfl any invafion by land

from France : Thofe demanded by Charles expofed

them equally to an invafion by fea from England

:

And when both were united, they appeared abib-

lutely intolerable, and reduced the Hollanders, who
faw no means of defence, to the utmofu delpair.

What extremely augmented their diftrefs, were the

violent factions with which they continued to be
every where agitated. De Wit, too pertinacious in

defence of his own fyftem of liberty, while the very

being of the commonwealth was threatened, ftill

perfevered in oppofing the repeal of the perpetual

edict, now become the object of horror to the Dutch
30th June, populace. Their rage at lalt broke all bounds, and

bore every thing before it. They rofe in an insur-

rection at Dort, and by force constrained their

burgo- masters tofign the repeal, fo much demanded.

This proved a fignal of a general revolt throughout

all the provinces.

Prface of . At Amsterdam, the Hague, Middlebourg, Rot-

stadtholJ-
terc^am » tne people flew to arms, and, trampling

ct. under foot the authority of their magistrates, obliged

them to fubmit to the prince of Orange. They
expelled from their office fuch as difpleafed them :

They required the prince to appoint others in their

place

:
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place: And agreeably to the proceeding of the chap.
populace in all ages, provided they might wreak ,_ '^

their vengeance on their fuperiors, they exprefied 1671.

great indifference for the protection of their civil

liberties.

The fuperior talents and virtues of de Wit made
him, on this occafion, the chief object of envy, and
expofed him to the utmoft rage of popular preju-

dice. Four affaffins, actuated by no other motive

than miftaken zeal, had affaulted him in the ftreets,

and after giving him many wounds, had left him
for dead. One of them was punilhed : The others

were never queftioned for the crime. His brother,

Cornelius, who had behaved with prudence and
courage on board the fleet, was obliged by ficknefs

to come afhore j and he was now confined to his

houfe at Dort. Some aflaflins broke in upon him

;

and it was with the utmoft difficulty that his family

and fervants could repel their violence. At Amfter-

dam, the houfe of the brave de Ruyter, the fole

refource of the diitrefled commonwealth, was fur-

rounded by the enraged populace ; and his wife and

children were for fome time expofed to the moft
imminent danger.

One Tichelaer, a barber, a man noted for in-

famy, accufed Cornelius de Wit of endeavouring

by bribes to engage him in the defign of poifoning

the prince of Orange. The accuiation, though

attended with the moft improbable and even abfurd

circumftances, was greedily received by the credu-

lous multitudes and Cornelius was cited before a

court ofjudicature. The judges, either blinded by
the fame prejudices, or not daring to oppofe the

popular torrent, condemned him to iuffer the

queftion. This man, who had bravely ferved his

country in war, and who had been invefted with the

higheft dignities, was delivered into the hands of the

executioner, and torn in pieces by the moft inhuman

torments.
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c HA P. torments. Amidft the fevere agonies which he en-

L ^

*
. dured, he ftill made proteftations of his innocence,

z6 7 *. and frequently repeated an ode of Horace, which con-

tained fentiments fuited to his deplorable condition

:

Jujium et tenacetn propofiti virum, &c. n

The judges, however, condemned him to lofe his

offices, and to be banifhed the commonwealth.
The penfionary, who had not been terrified from
performing the part of a kind brother and faithful

friend during this profecution, refolved not to defert

him on account of the unmerited infamy which was
Maffacre endeavoured to be thrown upon him. He came to

wits!
' n *s brother's prifon, determined to accompany him

to the place of his exile. The fignal was given to

the populace. They rofe in arms : They broke

open the doors of the prifon , they pulled out the

two brothers ; and a thoufand hands vied who fhould

firft be imbrued in their blood. Even their death

did not fatiate the brutal rage of the multitude.

They exercifed on the dead bodies of thofe virtuous

m Which may be thus translated :

The man, whofe mind on virtue bent,

Purfues fome greatly good intent,

With undiverted aim,

Serene beholds the angry crowd
;

Nor can their clamours, fierce and loud,

His ftubborn honour tame.

Not the proud tyrant's fierceft threat,

Nor ftorms, that from their dark retreat

The lawlefs furges wake;
Not Jove's dread bolt that makes the pole,

The firmer purpofe of his foul

With all its power C3n fliake.

Should Nature's frame in ruins fall,

And chaos o'er the finking ball

Refume primaeval fway,

His courage chance and fate defies,

Nor feels the wreck of earth and ikies

Obftruft its deftrn'd way. BLACKLOCK.

citizens,
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citizens, indignities too fhocking to be recited ; and C
T
H„£P.

till tired with their own fury, they permitted not the

friends of the deceafed to approach, or to beftow on 1672

them the honours of a funeral, filent and unattended.

The mafTacre cf the de Wits put an end for the

time to the remains of their party j and all men,
from fear, inclination, or prudence, concurred in

exprefiing the moft implicit obedience to the prince

of Orange. The republic, though half fubdued by
foreign force, and as yet difmayed by its misfortunes,

was now firmly united under one leader, and began

to collect the remains of its priftine vigour. Wil- Good con-

Ham, worthy of that heroic family from which he
d ".ao ' mc

1
,

t prince.

fprang, adopted fentiments becoming the head of a

brave and free people. He bent all his efforts againft

the public enemy : He fought not againft his country

any advantages which might be dangerous to civil

liberty. Thofe intolerable conditions demanded by
their infolent enemies, he exhorted the States to

reject with fcorn j and by his advice they put an
end to negotiations, which ferved only to break the

courage of their fellow- citizens, and delay the affift-

ance of their allies. He mowed them, that the

numbers and riches of the people, aided by the ad-

vantages of fituation, would ftill be fufficient, if

they abandoned not themfelves to defpair, to refift,

at leaft retard, the progrefs of their enemies, and
preferve the remaining provinces, till the other

nations of Europe, fenfible of the common danger,

could come to their relief. He reprefented, that as

envy at their opulence and liberty had produced this

mighty combination againft them, they would in

vain expect by conceffions to fatisfy foes, whofe pre-

tenfions were as little bounded by moderation as by
juftice. He exhorted them to remember the gene-

rous valour of their anceftors, who, yet in the in-

fancy of the ftate, preferred liberty to every human
confideration ; and roufing their fpjrits to an obftinate

Voj,. VII. K k defence,
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c
!\ry

?
' defence, repelled all the power, riches, and mili-

^ ^

'

_,
tarv dil'cipline of Spain. And he profeffed himfelf

i5 7 2. willing to tread in the (leps of his illuftrious prede-

ceffors, and hoped, that, as they had honoured him
with the fame affection which their anceftors paid to

the former princes of Orange, they would fecond

his efforts with the fame conftancy and manly for-

titude.

The fpirit of the young prince infufed itfelf into

his hearers. Thole who lately entertained thoughts

of yielding their necks to fubjection, were now
bravely determined to refill the haughty victor, and

to defend thofe laft remains of their native foil, of

which neither the irruptions of Lewis, nor the inun-

dation of waters, had as yet bereaved them. Should

even the ground fail them on which they might

combat, they were ftill refolved not to yield the

generous ftrife ; but, flying to their fettlements in

the Jndies, erect a new empire in thofe remote

regions, and preferve alive, even in the climates of

flavery, that liberty of which Europe was become
unworthy. Already they concerted meafures for

executing this extraordinary refolution ; and found

that the veffels contained in their harbours could

tranfport above two hundred thoufand inhabitants to

the Eaft Indies.

The combined princes, finding at laft fbme
appearance of opposition, bent all their efforts to

feduce the prince of Orange, on whofe valour and

conduct the fate of the commonwealth entirely de-

pended. The fovereignty of the province of Hol-
land was offered him, and the protection of Eng-
land and France, to infure him, as well againft the

invafion of foreign enemies, as the infurrection of

his fubjects. All propofals were generoufly rejected j

and the prince declared his refolution to retire into

Germany, and to pafs his life in hunting on his

lands there, rather than abandon the liberty of his

country.
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country, or betray the truft repofed in him. When c
f\J^

i
'
1'

Buckingham urged the inevitable dellruction which

hung over the United Provinces, and afked him,

whether he did not fee that the commonwealth was

ruined ? There is one certain means, replied the

prince, by which I can be fure never to Jee my coun-

try*^ ruin -, I will die in the lafi ditch.

The people in Holland had been much incited

to efpoufe the prince's party, by the hopes that the

king of England, pleafed with his nephew's eleva-

tion, would abandon thofe dangerous engagements

into which he had entered, and would afford his

protection to the diftrefied republic. But all thefe

hopes were foon found to be fallacious. Charles '

Mill perilled in his alliance with France; and the

combined fleets approached the coaft of Holland,

with an Englifh army on board, commanded by

count Schomberg. It is pretended that an unufual

tide carried them off the coaft; and that Provi-

dence thus interpofed, in an extraordinary manner,

to fave the republic from the imminent danger to

which it was expofed. Very tempeftuous weather, it

is certain, prevailed all the reft of the feafon ; and

the combined fleets either were blown to a diftance,

or durft not approach a coaft which might prove

fatal to them. Lewis, finding that his enemies

gathered courage behind their inundations, and that

no farther fuccefs was likely for the prefent to attend

his arms, had retired to Verfailles.

The other nations of Europe regarded the fub-

je6r.ion of Holland as the forerunner of their own
flavery, and retained no hopes of defending them-
felves, fhould fuch a mighty acceffion be made to

the already exorbitant power of France. The em-
peror, though he lay at a diftance, and was naturally

flow in his undertakings, began to put himfelf in''

motion ; Brandenburgh fhowed a difpofition to fup-

port the States; Spain had fent fome forces to their

K k 2 afliftance

;
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affiftance ; and by the prefent efforts of the prince of

Orange, and the profpect of relief from their allies*

T^zT" a different face of affairs began already to appear.

Groninghen was the firfr. place that flopped the pro-

grefs of the enemy : The bifhop of Munfler was

repulfed from before that town, and obliged to raife

the fiege with lofs and difhonour. Naerden was

attempted by the prince of Orange j but marefchal

Luxembourg, breaking in upon his entrenchments

with a fudden irruption, obliged him to abandon the

enterprife.

1673. There was no ally on whom the Dutch more re-
4th ot Feb.

y ^ f afljftance th art the parliament of England,

ment. which the king's neceffities at lafl obliged him to

aflemble. The eyes of all men, both abroad and

at home, were fixed on this feilion, which met after

prorogations continued for near two years. It was

evident how much the king dreaded the affembling

of his parliament ; and the difcontents univerfally

excited by the bold meaiures entered into, both in

foreign and domeflic adminiftration, had given but

too jufl foundation for his apprehenfions.

The king, however, in his fpeech, addreffed them
with all the appearance of cordiality and confidence.

He faid, that he would have affembled them fooner,

had he not been defirous to allow them leifure for

attending their private affairs, as well as to give his

people refpite from taxes and impofitions : That,

fince their laft meeting, he had been forced into a

war, not only jufl but neceffary ; neceffary both for

the honour and interefl of the nation : That in order

to have peace at home, while he had war abroad,

he had ifllied his declaration of indulgence to dif-

fenters, and had found many good effects to refult

from that meafure : That he heard of fome excep-

tions which had been taken to this exercife of power

;

but he would tell them plainly, that he was refolved

to flick to his declaration ; and would be much
offended
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offended at any contradiction : And that though a chap.
rumour had been fpread, as if the new levied army /
had been intended to control law and property, he 1671.

regarded that jealoufy as fo frivolous, that he was

refolved to augment his forces next fpring, and did

not doubt but they would confider the neceffity o£

them in their fupplies. The reft of the bufinefs he

left to the chancellor.

The chancellor enlarged on the fame topics, and
added many extraordinary pofitions of his own. He
told them, that the Hollanders were the common
enemies of all monarchies, efpecially that of Eng-
land, their only competitor for commerce and naval

power;, and the fole obftacle to their views of attain-

ing an univerfal empire, as extenfive as that of an-

cient Rome : That, even during their prefent dif

•

trefs and danger, they were lb intoxicated with thefe

ambitious projects, as to flight all treaty, nay, to

refufe all cefTation of hoftilities : That the king, in

entering on this war, did no more than profecute

thofe maxims which had engaged the parliament to

advife and approve of the laft ; and he might there-

fore fafely fay, that it was their war: That the

States being the eternal enemies of England, both

by intereft and inclination, the parliament had wifely

judged it neceffary to extirpate them, and had laid

it down as an eternal maxim, that delenda eft Car-

thago, this hoftile government by all means is to be

fubverted : And that though the Dutch pretended

to have affurances that the parliament would furnifh

no fupplies to the king, he was confident that this

hope, in which they extremely trufted, would foon

fail them.

Before the commons entered upon bufinefs,

there lay before them an affair, which difcovered,

beyond a poflibility of doubt, the arbitrary pro-

jects of the king; and the meafures taken upon it

proved that the houfe was not at prefent in a dif-

Kk 3 pofition
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c ? A? ' portion to fubmit to them. It had been the con-

L
x'\ *_

f

ftant undifputed practice, ever fince the parliament

16*3. in 1604, for the houfe, in cafe of any vacancy, to

iffue out writs for new elections ; and the chancellor,

who, before that time, had had fome precedents in

his favour, had ever afterwards abftained from all

exercife of that authority. This indeed was one of

the firft fteps which the commons had taken in

eftablifhing and guarding their privileges j and
nothing could be more requifite than this precau-

tion, in order to prevent the clandeftine ifTuing of

writs, and to enfure a fair and free election. No
one but fo defperate a minitter as Shaftefbury, who
had entered into a regular plan for reducing the

people to fubjecYion, could have enteitained

thoughts of breaking in upon a practice fo reafon-

abie and fo well eftablifhed, or could have hoped to

fucceed in fo bold an enterprife. Several members
had taken their feats upon irregular writs ifiued by

the chancellor -, but the houfe was no fooner

afTembled, and the fpeaker placed in the chair,

than a motion was made againft them ; and the

members themfelves had the modefty to withdraw.

Their election was declared null ; and new writs, in

the ufual form, were ilTued by the'fpeaker.

The next ftep taken by the commons had the

appearance of fome more complaifance; but in

reality proceeded from the fame fpirit of liberty

and independence. They entered a refolution,

rfrat, in order to fupply his majefty's extraordinary

occafions, for that was the exprefilon employed,

they would grant eighteen months atlefiment, at

the rate of 70,000 pounds a month, amounting in

the whole to 1,260,000 pounds. Though unwill-

ing to come to a violent breach with the king,

they would not exprefs the leaft approbation of the

war ; and they gave him the profpect of this fup-

, only that they might have permiflion to pro-

ceed
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ceed peaceably in the redrefs of the other griev- CHAP,
ances, of which they had fuch leafon to com- t> _

'_
'

_,

plain. 1673.

No grievance was more alarming, both on

account of the fecret views from which it proceeded,

and the confequences which might attend it, than

the declaration of indulgence. A remonftrance was

immediately framed againft that exercife of prero-

gative. The king defended his meafure. The
commons perfiited in their oppofition to it; and

they reprefented, that fuch a practice, if admitted,

might tend to interrupt the free courfe of the laws,

and alter the legiflative power, which had always

been acknowledged to reiide in the king and the

two houfes. All men were in expectation with

regard to the iflue of this extraordinary affair. The
king feemed engaged in honour to fupport his mea-
fure ; and in order to prevent all oppofition, he had

pofitively declared that he would fupport it. The
commons were obliged to perfevere, not only be-

caufe it was difhonourable to be foiled, where they

could plead fuch ftrong reafons, but alio becaufe, if

the king prevailed in his pretenfions, an end feemed

to be put to all the legal limitations of the con-

ftitution.

It is evident that Charles was now come to that

delicate crifis which he ought at firft to have fore-

feen, when he embraced thofe defperate counfels

;

and his refolutions, in fuch an event, ought long

ago to have been entirely fixed and determined.

Befides his ufual guards, he had an army encamped
at Blackheath, under the command of marefchal

Schomberg, a foreigner j and many of the officers

were of the catholic religion. His ally, the French
king, he might expect, would fecond him, if force

became requifite for retraining his difcontented

fubjects, and fupporting the meafures which, by
common confent, they had agreed to purfue. But

Kk 4 the
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CHAP, the king was (larded, when he approached fo dan-

«j 8erous a precipice as that which lay before him.

,673. Were violence once offered, there could be no
return, he Taw, to mutual confidence and truft with

his people ; the perils attending foreign fuccours,

efpecially from ib mighty a prince, were fufficiently

apparent ; and the fuccefs which his own arms had.

met with in the war, was not fo great as to increafe

his authority, or terrify the malcontents from oppo-
fition. The dclire of power, likewife, which had
engaged Charles in thefe precipitate meafures, had
Iefs proceeded, we may obferve, from ambition than

from love of eafe. Strict limitations of the confti-

tution rendered the conduct of bufinefs complicated

and troublefomej and it was impoffible for him,

without much contrivance a^d intrigue, to procure

the money neceffary for his pleafures, or even for

the regular fupport of government. When the

profpecl, therefore, of fuch dangerous oppofition

prefented itfelf, the fame love of eafe inclined him
to retract what it feemed fo difficult to maintain

;

and his turn of mind, naturally pliant and carelefs,

made him find little objection to a mealure which a

more haughty prince would have embraced with the

utmoft reluctance. That he might yield with the

better grace, he afked the opinion of the houie of

peers, who advifed him to comply with the com-

Dc I

mons. Accordingly the king fent for the declara-

tion of in- tion, and with his own hands broke the feals. The
duigence commons expreffed the utmoft fatisfaction with this
«cai ed. meafurCj and the moft entire duty to his majefty.

Charles allured them that he would willingly pais any

law offered him, which might tend to give them
fatisfaction in all their juft grievances.

Shaftesbury, when he found the king recede at

once from fo capital a point, which he had publicly

declared his refolution to maintain, concluded that all

fchemes for enlarging royal authority were vanifhed,

and
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and that Charles was utterly incapable of purfuing chap.
fuch difficult and fuch hazardous meafures. The ^ i^Y* ,

parliament, he forefaw, might pufh their inquiries ,g73 ,

into thofe counfels, which were fo generally odious;

and the king, from the fame facility of difpofition,

might abandon his minifters to their vengeance.

He refolved, therefore, to make his peace in time

with that party which was likely to predominate,

and to atone for all his violences in favour of mo-
narchy, by like violences in oppolition to it. Ne-
ver turn was more fudden, or lefs calculated to fave

appearances. Immediately, he entered into all the

cabals of the country party ; and difcovered to them,
perhaps magnified, the arbitrary defigns of the court,

in which he himfelf had borne fo deep a mare. He
was received with open arms by that party, who-

flood in need of fo able a leader j and no queftions

were afked with regard to his late apoflacy. The
various factions, into which the nation had been
divided, and the many fudden revolutions to which
the public had been expofed, had tended much
to debauch the minds of men, and to deftroy the

fenfe of honour and decorum in their public con-

duel.

But the parliament, though fatisfled with the

king's compliance, had not loft all thofe apprehen-

fions, to which the meafures of the court had given

fo much foundation. A law paffed for impofing a

teft on all who fhould enjoy any public ofEce. Be-
iides taking the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy,

and receiving the facrament in the eftablifhed

church j they were obliged to abjure all belief irt

the do£lrine of tranfubftantiation. As the diflent-

ers had feconded the efforts of the commons againft

the king's declaration of indulgence, and feemed
refolute to accept of no toleration in an illegal man-
ner, they had acquired great favour with the par-

liament j and a project was adopted to unite the

whole
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CHAP, whole proteftant intcreft againft the common

^X
J' . enemy, who now began to appear formidable. A

1673. bill patted the commons for the eale and relief of

the proteftant non-conformifts ; but met with

ibme difficulties, at lead delays, in the houfe of

peers.

The rcfolution for fupply was carried into a law;

as a recompenfe to the king for his concefiions.

An act, likewife, of general pardon and indemnity

was parTed, which fcreened the minifters from all

farther inquiry. The parliament probably thought,

that the beft method of reclaiming the criminals

was to mew them, that their cafe was not defperate.

Even the remonftrance, which the commons voted

of their grievances, may be regarded as a proof,

that their anger was, for the time, fomewhat ap-

pealed. None of the capital points are there touch-

ed on ; the breach of the triple league, the French

alliance, or the mutting up of the exchequer. The
fole grievances mentioned are, an arbitrary imposi-

tion on coals for providing convoys, the exercife of

martial law, the quartering and prefTmg of foldiers

;

and they prayed, that, after the conciufion of the

war, the whole army mould be difbanded. The
king gave them a gracious, though an evafive an-

fwer. When bufinefs was finimcd, the two houfes

29th of adjourned themfelves.

March. Though the king had receded from his decla-

ration of indulgence, and thereby had tacitly relin-

quished the difpenfing power, he was ftill refolved,

notwithstanding his bad fuccefs, both at home and

abroad, to perfevere in his alliance with France,

and in the Dutch war, and coniequendy in all thofe

fecret views, whatever they were, which depended

on thofe fatal meafures. The money, granted by

parliament, fufficed to equip a fleet, 01 which prince

Rupert was declared admiral : For the duke was

fet afide by the teft. Sir Edward Sprague and the

earl
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earl of Oflbry commanded under the prince. A
French fquadron joined them, commanded by

d'Etrees. The combined fleets let fail towards the 1675.

coaft of Holland, and found the enemy, Iving at Vl
[hoi

" May.
anchor, within the fands at Schonvelt. There is a sea- light,

natural confufion attending fea fights, even beyond

other military tranfactions; derived from the pre-

carious operations of winds and tides, as well as

from the fmoke and darknefs, in which every thing

is there involved. No wonder, therefore, that ac-

counts of thofe battles are apt to contain uncertain-

ties and contradictions ; efpecially when delivered

by writers of the hoftile nations, who take plealure

in exalting the advantages of their own countrymen,
and depreffing thofe of the enemy. All we can fay

with certainty of this battle is, that both fides boaft-

ed of the victory ; and we may thence infer, that

the event was not decifive. The Dutch, being near

home, retired into their harbours. In a week they

were refitted, and prefented themfelves again to the

combined fleets. A new action enfued, not more 4-th June,

decifive than the foregoing. It was not fought with ^n
£
ih

.

er

in- -iri , , Y iea-fcgiu.

great obitmacy on either lide ; but whether the

Dutch or the allies firft retired, feems to be a mat-
ter of uncertainty. The lofs in the former of thele

actions fell chiefly on the French, whom the Encr-

lilh, diffident of their intentions, took care to place
under their" own fquadrons ; and they thereby ex-
pofed them to all the fire of the enemy. There
ieems not to have been a Ihip lofc on either fide in

the fecond engagement.

It was fufficient glory to de Ruyter, that, with
a fleet much inferior to the combined fquadrons of
France and England, he could fight them without
any notable difadvantage; and it was fufficient vic-

tory, that he could defeat the project of a defcent in

Zealand, which, had it taken place, had endangered,
in the prefent circumftances, the total overthrow

of
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chap, of the Dutch commonwealth. Prince Rupert was

L . *__, alfo fufpected not to favour the king's projects for

1673. fubduing Holland, or enlarging his authority at

home; and from thefe motives he was thought not

to have prefTed fo hard on the enemy, as his well-

known valour gave reafon to expect. It is indeed

remarkable, that, during this war, though the Eng-
lifh, with their allies, much over-matched the Hol-
landers, they were not able to gain any advantage

over them ; while in the former war, though often

overborne by numbers, they ftill exerted themfelves

with the greateft courage, and always acquired great

renown, fometimes even fignal victories. But they

were difgufted at the prefent meafures, which they

deemed pernicious to their country ; they were not

fatisfied in the juftice of the quarrel; and they en-

tertained a perpetual jealoufy of their confederates,

whom, had they been permitted, they would, with

much more pleafure, have deftroyed, than even the

enemy themfelves.

If prince Rupert was not favourable to the defigns

of the court, he enjoyed as little favour from the

court, at leaft from the duke, who, though he could

no longer command the fleet, ftill pofTefTed the chief

authority in the admiralty. The prince complained

of a total want of every thing, powder, fhot, pro-

vifions, beer, and even water j and he went into

harbour, that he might refit his fhips, and fupply

their numerous neceffities. After fome weeks he

was refitted, and he again put to fea. The hoftile

ttrt of fleets met at the mouth of the Texel, and fought

Auguft. the laft battle, which, during the courfe of fo many

fca-fi

th

ht
vears> thefe neighbouring maritime powers have

difputed with each other. De Ruyter, and under

him Tromp, commanded the Dutch in this action,

as in the two former : For the prince of Orange
had reconciled thefe gallant rivals -, and they retain-

ed nothing of their former animofity, except that

emulation,
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Emulation, which made them exert themfelves with C
^^

1''

more diftinguifhed bravery againft the enemies of ^ r _t

their country. Brankert was oppofed to d'Etrees, 167;,

de Ruyter to prince Rupert, Tromp to Sprague. *

It is to be remarked, that in all actions thefe brave

admirals laft mentioned had ftill felected each other,

as the only antagonifts worthy each other's valour;

and no decifive advantage had as yet been gained

by either of them. They fought in this battle,

as if there were no mean between death and vic-

tory.

D'Etrees and all the French fquadron, except

rear-admiral Martel, kept at a diftance; and Bran-

kert, inftead of attacking them, bore down to the

afliftance of de Ruyter, who was engaged in furious

combat with prince Rupert. On no occafion did

the prince acquire more deferved honour : His
conduct, as well as valour, fhone out with fignal

luftre. Having difengaged his fquadron from the

numerous enemies, with whom he was every where

furrounded, and having joined fir John Chichley,

his rear-admiral, who had been feparated from
him, he made hafte to the relief of Sprague, who
was hard preflfed by Tromp's fquadron. The Royal
Prince, in which Sprague firft engaged, was fo

difabled, that he was obliged to hoift his flag on
board the St. George; while Tromp was for a like

reafon obliged to quit his {hip, the Golden Lion,

and go on board the Comet. The fight was re-

newed with the utmoft fury by thefe valorous rivals,

and by the rear-admirals, their feconds. Oflbry,

rear-admiral to Sprague, was preparing to board

Tromp, when he faw the St. George terribly torn,

and in a manner difabled. Sprague was leaving

her, in order to hoift his flag on board a third fhip,

and return to the charge ; when a fhot, which had
paffed through the St. George, took his boat, and
iunk her. The admiral was drowned, to the great

regret
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chap, regret of Tromp himfelf, who beftowed on his valour

.

Lxv
- the deferved praifes.

1673. Prince Rupert found affairs in this dangerous

fituation, and faw mofb of the fhips in Sprague's

iquadron difabled from fight. The engagement
however was renewed, and became very ciofe and

bloody. The prince threw the enemy into diforder.

To increafe it, he fent among them two fire- fhips j

and at the fame time made a fignal to the French to

bear down ; which if they had done, a decifive victory

muft have enfued. But the prince, when he faw that

they neglected his fignal, and obferved that mod of

his fhips were in no condition to keep the fea long,

wifely provided for their fafety by making eafy fail

towards the Engliih coaft. The victory in this battle

was as doubtful, as in all the actions fought during

the prefent war.

The turn which the affairs of the Hollanders

took by land, was more favourable. The prince of

Orange befieged and took Naerden ; and from this

fuccefs gave his country reafon to hope for ftill more
profperous enterprifes, Montecuculi, who com-
manded the Imperialifts on the Upper Rhine, de-

ceived, by the moft artful conduct, the vigilance

and penetration of Turenne, and making a hidden

march, fat down before Bonne. The prince of

Orange's conduct was no lets mafterly 5 while he

eluded all the French generals, and leaving them
behind him, joined his army to that of the Impe-
rialifts. Bonne was taken in a few days : Several

other places in the electorate of Cologne fell into

the hands of the allies : And the communication
being thus cut off between France and the United

Provinces, Lewis was obliged to recall his forces,

and to abandon all his conquefts, with greater ra-

pidity than he had at firft made them. The taking

of Maeftricht was the only advantage which he

gained this campaign.

6 A con-
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A congress was opened at Cologne, under the c H A p«

mediation of Sweden ; but with fmall hopes of
X N

^1

fuccefs. The demands of the two kings were fuch i673 .

as mult have reduced the Hollanders to perpetual cpngref*

fervitude. In proportion as the affairs of the States
"

ogne."

role, the kings funk in their demands j but the

States flill funk lower in their offers; and it was

found impofllble for the parties ever to agree on any

conditions. After the French evacuated Holland,

the congrefs broke up ; and the feizure of prince

William of Furftenburg by the Imperialifts afforded

the French and Englifh a good pretence for leaving

Cologne. The Dutch ambafladors, in their me-
morials, expreflfed all the haughtinefs and difdain, fo

natural to a free date, which had met with fuch un-

merited ill ufage.

The parliament of England was now afTembled, 2°th oa~

and difcovered much greater fymptoms of ill-hu-
A

eJ"
ia~

mour than had appeared in the iaft feffion. They
had feen for fome time a negotiation of marriage

carried on between the duke of York and the arch-

duchefs of Infpruc, a catholic of the Auftrian fa-

mily ; and they had made no oppofition. But when
that negotiation failed, and the duke applied to a

princefs of the houfe of Modena, then in clofe

alliance with France; this circumftance, joined to

fo many other grounds of difcontent, raifed the

commons into a flame ; and they remonflrated with

the greateft zeal againft the intended marriage. The
king told them, that their remonftrance came too

late ; and that the marriage was already agreed on,

and even celebrated by proxy. The commons flill

infilled ; and proceeding to the examination of the

other parts of government, they voted the (landing

army a grievance, and declared, that they would
grant no more fupply, unlefs it appeared, that the

Putch were fo obftinate as to refufe all reafonable

conditions of peace. To cut ihort thefe difagreeable •

attacks,
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C H A P. attacks, the king refolred to prorogue the parliament;
XV

'

,
and witk that intention he came unexpectedly to

1673. the houfe of peers, and fent the ufher to fummon
4th Nov. tne commons. It happened, that the fpeaker and

the uflier nearly met at the door of the houfe ; but

the fpeaker being within, fome of the members fud-

denly (hut the door, and cried, To the chair, to the

chair; while others cried, The black rod is at the

door. The fpeaker was hurried to the chair ; and

the following motions were inftan'tly made : That
the alliance with France is a grievance; that the

evil counfellors about the king are a grievance ; that

the duke of Lauderdale is a grievance, and not fit to

be trufted or employed. There was a general cry, To
the queftion, to the queftion : But the ufher knock-
ing violently at the door, the fpeaker leaped from
the chair, and the houfe rofe in great confufion.

'During the interval, Shaftefbury, whofe in-

trigues with the malcontent party were now become
notorious, was difmiffed from the office of chancel-

lor; and the great feal was given to Sir Heneage
Finch, by the title of lord keeper. The teft had
incapacitated Clifford ; and the white flaff was con-

ferred on fir Thomas Ofborne, foon after created

earl of Danby, a minifter of abilities, who had rifen

by his parliamentary talents. Clifford retired into

the country, and foon after died.

T674. The parliament had been prorogued, in order
7th Feb. to gjve the duke leifure to finifh his marriage; but

the king's necefiities foon obliged him again to af-

femble them ; and by fome popular acts he paved

the way for the fefiion. But all his efforts were in

vain. The difgufl of the commons was fixed in

foundations too deep to be eafily removed. They
began with applications for a general fail ; by which,

they intimated, that the nation was in a very cala-

mitous condition : They addreffed againft the king's

guards, which they reprefented as dangerous to

liberty,
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liberty, and even as illegal, fince they never had yet c H
r

A P-

received the fanction of parliament : They took fome ^_ -„ --'_/

fteps towards eftablifhing a new and more rigorous 1674.

tell againft popery : And what chiefly alarmed the

court, they made an attack on the members of the

cabal, to whofe pernicious counfels they imputed

all their prefent grievances. Clifford was dead :

Shaftefbury had made his peace with the country

party, and was become their leader: Buckingham
was endeavouring to imitate Shaftefbury -, but his in-

tentions were as yet known to very few. A motion

was therefore made in the houfe of commons for his

impeachment : He defired to be heard at the bar

;

but expreffed himielf in fo confufed and ambiguous
a manner, as gave little fatisfaction. He was re-

quired to anlwer precifely to certain queries, which
they propofed to him. Thefe regarded all the ar-

ticles of mifconduct above mentioned ; and among
the reft, the following query feems remarkable

:

" By whofe advice was the army brought up to
<f overawe the debates and refolutions of the houfe
cc of commons?" This fhews to what length the

fufpicions of the houfe were at that time carried.

Buckingham, in all his anfwers, endeavoured to

exculpate himfelf, and to load Arlington. He fuc-

ceeded not in the former intention: The commons
voted an addrefs for his removal. But Arlington,

who was on many accounts obnoxious to the houfe,

was attacked. Articles were drawn up againft him;
though the impeachment was never profecuted.

The king plainly faw that he could expect no
fupply from the commons for carrying on a war fo

odious to them. He refolved therefore to make a

feparate peace with the Dutch, on the terms which
they had propofed through the channel of the Spa-
nifh ambaffador. With a cordiality, which, in the

prefent difpofition on both fides, was probably but

affected, but which was obliging, he afked advice

Vol. VII. Li of
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CHAP. f the parliament. The parliament unanimoufly

L _

X
_

*
, concurred, both in thanks for this gracious conde-

1674. fcenfion, and in their advice for peace. Peace was
Pence with accordingly concluded. The honour of the flag was

yielded by the Dutch in the moll extenfive terms :

A regulation of trade was agreed to : All pofTeffions

were reftored to the lame condition as before the

war : The Englifh planters in Surinam were allowed

to remove at pleafure : And the States agreed to pay

to the king the fum of eight hundred thoufand pa-

tacoons, near three hundred thoufand pounds. Four
xSthFeb. days after the parliament was prorogued, the peace

was proclaimed in London, to the great joy of the

people. Spain had declared that Ihe could no longer

remain neuter, if holtilities were continued againil

Holland : and a fenfible decay of trade was forefeen,

in cafe a rupture Ihould enfue with that kingdom.
The profpe£t of this lofs contributed very much to

increafe the national averfion to the prefent war, and

to enliven the joy for its conclufion.

There was in the French fervice a great body of

Englifh, to the number of ten thoufand men, who
had acquired honour in every action, and had
greatly contributed to the fuccefTes of Lewis.

Thefe troops, Charles faid, he was bound by treaty

not to recall ; but he obliged himfelf to the States

by a fecret article, not to allow them to be recruited.

His partiality to France prevented a ftrict execution

of this engagement.
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NOTES
T O THE

SEVENTH VOLUME,

NOTE [Aj, p. 41.

THAT Laud's feverity was not extreme appears from

this fact, that he caufed the ads or records of the

high commiflion court to be fearched, and found that there

had been fewer fufpenlions, deprivations, and other punifb-

ments, by three, during the feven years of his time, than

in any (even years of his predecefTor Abbot ; who was
notwithflanding in great efleem with the houfe of com-
mons. Troubles and Trials of Laud, p. 164. But Abbot
was little attached to the court, and was alio a puritan in

doctrine, and bore a mortal hatred to the papifts : Not to

mention, that the mutinous fpirit was rifing higher in the

time of Laud, and would lefs bear control. The maxim?,
however, of his adminiftration were the fame that had ever

prevailed in England, and that had place in every other

European nation, except Holland, which ftudied chiefly

the interelts of commerce, and France, which was fettered

by edicts and treaties. To have changed them for the

modern maxims of toleration, how reafonable foever,

would have been deemed a very bold and dangerous enter-

prife. It is a principle advanced by prefident MotUefquieu,

that, where the magiftrate is fatisfied with the eftablifhed

L 1 z religion,
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religion, he ought to reprefs the firft attempts towards in-

novation, and only grant a toleration to feels that are dif-

fufed and eilablifhed. See l"E(prit des Loix, liv. 25. chap.

10. According to this principle, Laud's indulgence to

the catholics, and feverity to the puritans, would admit of

apology. I own, however, that it is very quefiionable,

whether perfecution can in any cafe be juftified : But, at

the fame time, it would be hard to give that appellation to

Laud's conduct, who only enforced the a& of uniformity,

and expelled the clergymen that accepted of benefices, and
yet refufed to obferve the ceremonies, which they pre-

vioufly knew to be enjoined by law. He never refufed

them feparate places of worfhip j becaufe they themfelves

would have efteerned it impious to demand them, and no
lefs impious to allow them.

NOTE [B], p. 6S.

"p\R. BIRCH has written a treatife on this fubjecl. I:
-*~^ is not my buiinefs to oppofe any fac"t.s contained in

that gentleman's performance. I fhall only produce ar-

guments which prove that Glamorgan, when he received

his private commHlion, had injunctions from the king to

a£f. altogether in concert with Ormond. (1.) It feems

to be implied in the very words of the commiffion. Gla-
morgan is empowered and authorifed to treat and conclude

with the confederate Roman catholics in Ireland. ** If
14 upon neceflity any (articles) be condefcended unto,
44 wherein the king's lieutenant cannot fo well be (een in,
44 as not fit for us at prefent publicly to own." Here no
articles are mentioned, which are not fit to be communi-
cated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and the king

publicly to be feen in, and to avow. (2.) The king's

proteftation to Ormond ought, both on account of that

prince's character, and the reafons he affigns, to have the

greateft weight. The words are thefe :
" Ormond, I

* 4 cannot but add to my long letter, that, upon the word
44 of a Chriftian, I never intended Glamorgan fhould treat

" any thing without your approbation, much lefs without
" your knowledge. For befides the injury to you, I was

44 always
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<c always diffident of his judgment (though I could not
" thi'k him fo extremely weak as now to my coft I have
" found) ; which you may eafily perceive in a poftfcript

" of a letter of mine to you." Carte, vol. ii. App. xxiii.

It is impoflible that any man of honour, however he might
dilTemble with his enemies, would affert a falfehood in fo

folemn a manner to his beft friend, efpecially where that

perfon mult have had opportunities of knowing the truth.

The letter, whofe poftfcript is mentioned by the king, is

to be found in Carte, vol. ii. Ap. xiii. (3.) As the king

had really fo low an opinion of Glamorgan's underfbnd-
ing, it is very unlikely that he would truft him with the

fole management of fo important and delicate a treaty.

And if he had intended that Glamorgan's negotiatioa

fhould have been independent of Ormond, he would never

have told the latter nobleman of it, nor have put him on
his guard againft Glamorgan's imprudence. That the

king judged aright of this nobleman's character, appears

from his Century of Arts or Scantling of Inventions, which
is a ridiculous compound of lies, chimeras, and impolli-

bilities, and fhews what might be expected from fuch a
man. (4.) Mr. Carte has publifhed a whole feries of the

king's correfpondence with Ormond, from the time that

Glamorgan came into Ireland j and it is evident that

Charles all along confiders the lord lieutenant as the perfon

who was conducting the negotiations with the lrifh. The
31ft of July 1645, after the battle of Nafeby, being re-

duced to great ftraits, he writes earneftly to Ormond to

conclude a peace upon certain conditions mentioned, much
inferior to thofe granted by Glamorgan ; and to come
over himfelf with all the lrifh he could engage in his fer-

vice. Carte, vol. iii. No. 400. This would have been a

great abfurdity, if he had already fixed a different canal,

by which, on very different conditions, he purpofed to

eftablifh a peace. On the 22d of October, as his diftreffes

multiply, he fomewhat enlarges the conditions, though
they ftill fall fhort of Glamorgan's : A new abfurdity !

See Carte, vol. iii. p. 411. (5.) But what is equivalent

to a demonstration, that Glamorgan was confcious that he
had no powers to. conclude a treaty on thefe terms, or

without confulting the lord lieutenant, and did not even
expect that the king would ratify the articles, is the de-

feazance which he gave to the lrifh council at the time of

L 1 3 figniflg
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figning the treaty. " The earl of Glamorgan does no
" way intend hereby to oblige his maiefty other than he
'* himfelf fhall pleafe, after he has received thefe 10,000
" men as a pledge and teftimony of the faid Roman ca-
" tholics loyalty and fidelity to his majefty

;
yet he pro-

" miles faithfully, upon his word and honour, not to ac-

" quaint his majefty with this defeazance, till he had en-
" deavoured, as far as in him lay, to induce his majefty
" to the granting of the particulars in the faid articles :

" But that done, the faid commiffioners difcharge the faid

* c earl of Glamorgan, both in honour and conicience, of
" any farther engagement to them therein ; though his

" majefty fhouid not be pleafed to grant the faid particulars

** in the articles mentioned ; the faid earl having given
" them aiTurance, upon his word, honour, and voluntary
" oath, that he would never, to any rierfon whatfoever,
*' difcover this defeazance in t :.e interim without their

" confents." Dr. Birch, p. 96. All Glamorgan's view
was to get troops for the king's fervice without hurting

his own honour or his mafter's. The wonder only is,

why the Irifh accepted of a treaty, which bound nobody,

and which the very perfon who concludes it, feems to

confefs he does not expect to be ratified. They probably

hoped that the king would, from their fervices, be more
eafily induced to ratify a treaty which was concluded, than

to confent to its conclufion. (6.) I might add, that the

lord lieutenant's concurrence in the treaty was the more
requifue ; becaufe without it the treaty could not be car-

ried into execution by Glamorgan, nor the Irifh troops

\>e tranfporred into England : And even with Ormond's
concurrence, it clearly appears, that a treaty, fo ruinous

to the proteftant religion in Ireland, could not be executed

in oppofition to the zealous proteftants of that kingdom.

No one can doubt of this truth, who perufes Ormond's
correfpondence in Mr. Carte. The king was fufRciently

apprized of this difficulty. It appears indeed to be the

only reafon why Ormond objected to the granting of high

terms to the Irifh catholics.

Dr. Birch, in p. 360. has publifhed a letter of the

king's to Glamorgan, where he fays, " Howbeit I know
" you cannot be but confident of my making good all in-

" itrucrions and promifes to you and the nuncio." But
it is to be remarked, that this letter is dated in April 5,

1646 j
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1646 ; after there had been a new negotiation entered into

between Glamorgan and the Irifh, and after a provifional

treaty had even been concluded between them. See Dr. ^

Birch, p. 179. The king's aflbranccs, therefore, can

plainly relate only to this recent tranfa&ion. The old

treaty had long been difavowed by the king, and fuppofed

by all parties to be annulled.

NOTE [CJ, p. 105.

CALMONET, Ludlow, Hoilis, Sec. all thefe, especially
*^ the laft, being the declared inveterate enemies of Crom-
wel, are the more to be credited, when they advance any
fait, which may ferve to apologize for his violent and

criminal conduct. There prevails a ftory, that Cromwel
intercepted a letter written to the queen, where the king

faid, that he would firft raife and then deftroy Cromwel.
But, befides that this conduit feems to contradict the cha-

racter of the king, it is, on other accounts, totally unworthy
of credit. It is firft told by Roger Coke, a very paffionate

and foolifh hiftorian, who wrote too fo late as king Wil-
liam's reign ; and even he mentions it only as a mere ru-

mour or hearfay, without any known foundation. In the

memoirs of lord Broghill, we meet with another flory of

an intercepted letter which deferves fome more attention,

and agrees very well with the narration here given. It is

thus related by Mr. Maurice, chaplain to Roger earl of

Orrery : " Lord Orrery, in the time of his greatnefs with
44 Cromwel, juft after he had fo feafonably relieved him
44 in his great diftrefs at Clonmell, riding out of Youghall
44 one day with him and Ireton, they fell into difcourfe

" about the king's death. Cromwel thereupon faid more
" than once, that if the king had followed his own judg-
44 ment, and had been attended by none but trufty fervants,
44 he had fooled them all ; and that once they had a mind
44 to have clofed with him ; but, upon fomething that
44 happened, fell off from that defign. Orrery finding
44 them in good humour, and being alone with them,
*( afked, if he might prefume to defire to know, why they

L 1 4
4i would
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" would once have clofed with his majefty, and why they
" did not ? Cromwel very freely told him, he would fa-
c< tisfy him in both his queries. The reafon (fays he)
" why we would have clofed with the king was this : We
" found that the Scotch and prefbyterians began to be
" more powerful than we, and were likely to agree with
*' him and leave us in the lurch. For this reafon we
" thought it beft to prevent them, by offering firft to come
" in upon reafonable conditions : But whilft our thoughts
" were taken up with this fubjec'i, there came a letter to

" us from one of our fpies, who was of the king's bed-
« chamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was de-
*' creed that very day ; that he could not poffibly learn

*' what it was, but we might difcover ir, if we could but
" intercept a letter fent from the king to the queen,
*' wherein he informed her of his refolution ; that this

•' letter was fovvn up in the fkirt of a faddle, and the

" bearer of it would come with the faddle upon his head,

" about ten of the clock that night to the Blue Boar in
*' Holborn, where he was to take horfe for Dover. The
* c meflenger knew nothing of the letter in the faddle,

" though fome in Dover did. We were at Windfbr
" (faid Cromwel) when we received this letter, and im-
" mediately upon the receipt of it, Ireton and I refolved

" to take one trufty fellow with Us, and to go in troopers
** habits to that inn. We did fo ; and leaving our man
<c at the gate of the inn (which had a wicket only open
** to let perfons in and out), to watch and give us notice

" when any man came in with a laddie, we went into a
*' drinking flail. We there continued drinking cans of
•' beer till about ten of the clock, when our centinel at the

** gate gave us notice that the man with the faddle was
" come. We rofe up prefently, and jull as the man was
" leading out his horfe faddled, we came up to him with
* £ drawn fwords, and told him we were to fearch all that

" went in and out there j but as he looked like an honefr.

" man, we would only fearch his faddle, and fo difmifs

f him. The faddle was ungirt ; we carried it into the
'* ftall where we had been drinking, and ripping open one
44 of the fkirts, we there found the letter we wanted.
" Having thus got it into our hands, we delivered the man
" (whom we had left with our centinel) his faddle, told

«« him
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him he was an honeft fellow, and bid him go about his

bufinefs ; which he did, purfuing his journey without

more ado, and ignorant of the harm he had fuiTered.

We found in the letter, that his majefty acquainted the

queen, that he was courted by both factions, the Scotch

prefbyterians and the army ; and that thofe which bade

the faireft for him fhould have him : But yet he thought

he fhould clofe with the Scots fooner than with the

other. Upon this we returned to Windfor ; and find-

ing we were not like to have good terms from the king,

we from that time vowed his deftruclion." " This re-

lation fuiting well enough with other pafTages and cir-

cumftances at this time, I have inferted to gratify the

reader's curiofity." Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. 12.
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NOTE [D], p. ic8.

'""pHESE are the words :
" Laneric; I wonder to hear

*• " (if that be true) that fome of my friends fay, that

" my going to Jerfey would have much more furthered my
<c perfonal treaty, than my coming hither, for which, as I

" fee no colour of reafon, fo I had not been here, if I had
" thought that fancy true, or had not been fecured of a
" perfonal treaty ; of which I neither do, nor I hope
" will repent : For I am daily more and more fatisfied

" with the governor, and find thefe iflanders very good,
*' peaceable, and quiet people. This encouragement I

" have thought not unfit for you to receive, hoping at

" leaft it may do good upon others, though needlefs to

" you." Burnet's Memoirs of Hamilton, p. 326. See

alfo Rufliworth, part 4. vol. ii. p. 941. All the writers

of that age, except Clarendon, reprefent the king's going

to the ifle of Wight as voluntary and intended. Perhaps

the king thought it little for his credit to be trepanned

into this meafure, and was more willing to take it on him-

felf as entirely voluntary. Perhaps he thought it would

encourage his friends, if they thought him 'in a fituation

which was not difagreeable to him.
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NOTE [E]i p. 126.

tHE king eompofed a letter to the prince, in which he

related the whole courie of this tranfa&icn, and ac-

companied his narrative with feveral wile, as well as pa-

thetical, reflections and advices. The words with which
he concluded the letter are remarkable. " By what hath
*' been faid, you fee how long I have laboured in the
*c fearch of peace : Do not you be disheartened to tread
** }ri the fame fteps. Ufe all worthy means to reftore
tC yourfelf to your rights, but prefer the way of peace

:

" Shew the greatnefs of your mind, rather to conquer
" your enemies by pardoning, than by punifhing. If you
" faw how unmanly and unchriftian the implacable dif-

" pofition is in our ill- vvifhers, you would avoid that fpirit.

*' Cenfure me not for having parted with fo much of our
" right. The price was great; but the commodity was
•c fecurity to us, peace to my people. And I am con-
*' fident that another parliament would remember, how
" ufeful a king's power is to a people's liberty ; of how
*' much power I diverted myfelf, that I and they might
" meet once again in a parliamentary way, in order to
*' agree the bounds of prince and people. Give belief to
*' my experience, never to affect more greatnefs or prero-
** gative, than what is really and intrinfically for the

" good of the fubjects, not the fatisfa&ion of favourites.

*' If you thus ufe it, you will never want means to be
44 a father to all, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you
k ' inclire to be extraordinarily gracious to. You may
<c perceive that all men entruft their treafure where it re-

" turns them inteieft; and if a prince, like the fea, re-

" ceive and repay all the frefh. itreams, which the rivers

" entruft with him, they will not grudge, but pride them-,
* 4 fclves, to make him up an ocean. Thefe conficer^tions
4< may make you as great a prince as your father is a low
*' one ; and your ftate may be (o much the more efta-

'* bliihed, as mine hath been lhaken. For our fubjedls

" have learned, I dare fay, that victories over their princes

" are but triumphs over themfelves, and fo will more un-
"• willingly hearken to changes hereafter. The Englifh

6 " nation
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nation are a fober people, however at prefent infatuated.

I know not but this may be the laft time I may fpeak

to you or the world publicly. I am fenfible into what
hands I am fallen ; and yet, I blefs God, I have thofe

inward refrefhments, which the malice of my enemies

cannot perturb. I have learned to be bufy myfelf, by

retiring into myfelf j and therefore can the better digeft

whatever befals me, not doubting but God's providence

will retrain our enemies power, and turn their fierce-

nefs into his praifc. To conclude, if God give you fuc-

cefs, ufe it humbly, and be ever far from revenge. If

he reftore you to your right on hard conditions, what-

ever you promife, keep. Thefe men, who have violated

laws, which they were bound to preferve, will find their

triumphs full of trouble. But do not you think any

thing in the world worth attaining by foul and unjuft

means."

NOTE [Fl, p. 148.

'HPHE imputation of infincerity on Charles T. like moft
** party clamours, is difficult to be removed ; though it

may not here be improper to fay fomething with regard to

it. I (hall firfT remark, that this imputation feems to be

of a later growth than his own age ; and that even his

enemies, though thev loaded him with many calumnies,

did not infill on this accufation. Ludlow, I think, is al-

moft the only parliamentarian, who imputes that vice to

him ; and how palTionate a writer he is, muff be obvious

to every one. Neither Clarendon, nor any other of the

royalifts, ever juftify him from infincerity; as notfuppofing

that he had ever been accufed of it. In the fecond place,

his deportment and character in common life was free from

that vice : He was referved, diftant, ftately ; cold in his

addrefs, plain in his difcourfe, inflexible in hi c principles;

wide of the careffing, insinuating manners of his fon ; or

the profeffing, talkative humour of his father. The im-
putation of infincerity muff be grounded on fome of his

public actions, which we are therefore in the third place

to examine. The following are the onlv inftances wh;ch

I find
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I find cited to confirm that accufation. (r.) His vouch-
ing Buckingham's narrative of the tranfadtions in Spain.

But it is evident that Charles himfelf was deceived : Why
otherwife did he quarrel with Spain ? The following is a

pafiage of a letter from lord Kenfington, ambafTador in

France, to the duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 318.
" But his highnefs (the prince) had obferved as great a
" weakncfs and folly as that, in that after they (the

" Spaniards) had ufed him fo ill, they would fuffer him
" to depart, which was one of the firft fpeeches he uttered
'* after he came into the fhip : But did he fay fo ? faid the
" queen (of France). Yes, madam, I will aflure you,
*' quoth 1, from the witnefs of mine own ears. She
" fmiled and replied, Indeed I heard he was ufed ill. So
" he was, anfwered I, but not in his entertainment; for

M that was as fplendid as that country could afford it; but
" in their frivolous delays, and in the unreafonable con-
*' ditions which they propounded and prefled, upon the
" advantage they had of his princely perfcn." (2.)
Bifhop Burnet, in his Hiilory of the Houfe of Hamilton,

p. 154. has preferved a letter of the king's to the Scottifh

bifnops, in which he defires them not to be piefent at the

-parliament, where they would be forced to ratify the abo-

lition of their own order : " For," adds the king, " we
" do hereby allure you, that it fhall be frill one of our
* c

chiefeft ftudies how to rectify an (h the govern-
" ment of that church aright, and to repair your loffes,

" which we defire you to be molt confident of." And in

another place, " You may reft fecure, that though per-
cc haps we may give way for the prefent to that which
" will be prejudicial both to the church and our own go-
" vernment

;
yet we mall not-Jeave thinking in time how

*' to remedy both." But does the king fay, that he will

arbitrarily revoke his conceilions? Does not candour re-

quire us rather to fuppofe, that he hoped his authority

would fo far recover as to enable him to obtain the national

confent to re-eftablifh epifcopacy, which he believed fo

jnaterial a part of religion as well as of government ? It is

not eafy indeed to think how he could hone to effect this

purpofe in any other way than his father had taken, that is,

by confent of parliament. (3.) There is a paffage in

lord Clarendon, where it is faid, that the king aifented the

more eafiiy to the bill, which excluded the bifhops from
the
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the houfe of peers ; becaufe he thought, that that law, be-

ing enacted by force, could not be valid. But the king

certainly reafoned right in that conclufion. Three-fourths

of the temporal peers were at that time banifned by the

violence of the populace: Twelve biihops were unjuftly

thrown into the Tower by the commons : Great numbers
of the commons themfelves were kept away by fear or

violence : The king himfelf was chafed from London. If

all this be not force, there is no fuch thing. But this

fcruple of the king's affe&s only the bifhops' bill, and that

againft prefling. The other conftitutional laws had pafled

without the leaft appearance of violence, as did indeed all

the bills pafled during the firft year, except Strafford's at-

tainder, which could not be recalled. The parliament,

therefore, even if they had known the king's feutiments

in this particular, could not, on that account, have had

any juft foundation of jealoufy. (4.) The king's letter,

intercepted at Nafeby, has been the fource of much cla-

mour. We have fpoken of it already in chap. Iviii. No-
thing is more ufual in all public transactions than fuch

diftinctions. After the death of Charles II. of Spain, king

William's ambaffadors gave the duke of Anjou the title of

king of Spain : Yet at that very time king William was
fecretly forming alliances to dethrone him : And foon after

he refufed him that title, and infifted (as he had reafon)

that he had not acknowledged his right. Yet king Wil-
liam juftly pafTes for a very fincere prince ; and this tranf-

aftion is not regarded as any objection to his character in

that particular. In all the negotiations at the peace of

Ryfwic, the French ambaffadors always addreffed king

William as king of England
;

yet it was made an exprels

article of the treaty, that the French king fhould acknow-
ledge him as fuch. Such a palpable difference is there be-

tween giving a title to a prince, and pofitively recog-

nifmg his right to it. I may acid, that Charles, when he

inferted that proteftaticn in the council-books before his

council, furely thought he had reafon to juftify his conduct.

There were too many men of honour in that company to

avow a palpable cheat. To which we may fubjoin, that,

if men were as much difpofed to judge of this prince's ac-

tions with candour as feverity, this precaution of entering a

proteft in his council-books might rather pafs for a proof

of fcrupulous honour j left he fhould afterwards be re-

1 proached

52S



5*6 NOTES TO THE SEVENTH VOLUME.

proached with breach of his word, when he fhould think

proper again to declare the aflembly at Weftminfler no
parliament. (5.) The denying of his commiflion to (Gla-

morgan is another inftance which has been cited. This
matter has been already treated in a note to chap, lviii.

That transaction was entirely innocent. Even if the king

had given a commiflion to Glamorgan to conclude that

treaty, and had ratified it, will any reafonable man in our

age thinlc it ftrange, that, in order to fave his own life, his

crown, his family, his friends, and his party, he fhould

make a treaty with papifts, and grant them very large

conceffions for their religion ? (6.) There is another of

the king's intercepted letters to the queen commonly men-
tioned ; where it is pretended, he talked of raifing and
then deftroying Cromwel : But that ftory frands on no
manner of foundation, as we have obferved in^a preceding

note to this chapter. In a word, the parliament, after the

commencement of their violences, and ftill more, after be-

ginning the civil war, had reafon for their fcruples and
jealoulies, founded on the very nature of their fituation,

and on the general propenfity of the human mind ; not on

any fault of the king's character ; who was candid, lincere,

upright, as much as any man whom we meet with in

hiftory. Perhaps, it would be difficult to find another

character fo unexceptionable in this particular.

As to the other circumftances of Charles's character,,

chiefly exclaimed againft, namely his arbitrary principles

in government, one may venture to aflert, that the greateft

enemies of this prince will not find, in the long line of

his predeceflbrs, from the conqueft to his time, any one

king, except perhaps his father, whole adminiftration was

not more arbitrary and lefs legal, or whofe conduct could

have been recommended to him by the popular party them-

felves, as a model, in this particular, for his government.

Nor is it fufficient to fay, that example and precedent can

never authorile vices : Examples and precedents, uniform

and ancient, can iurely fix the nature of any confhtution,

and the limits of any form of government. There is in-

deed no other principle by which thofe land-marks or

boundaries can be fettled.

What a paradox in human affairs, that Henry VIII.

fhould have been almoir adored in his lifetime, and his

memory be refpec~ted : While Charles I. mould, by the

fame
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fame people, at no greater diftance than a century, have
been led to a public and ignominious execution, and his

name be ever after purfued by falfehood and by obloquy !

Even at prelent, an hifiorian who, prompted by his cou-
rageous generofity, fhould venture, though from the moft
authentic and undifputed facls, to vindicate the fame of

that prince, would be fure to meet with fuch treament, as

would difcourage even the boldeft from fo dangerous, how-
ever fplendid an enterprife.

NOTE [G], p. 1 66.

'T* H E following infrance of extravagance is given by
-* Walker, in his Hiftory of Independency, Part II.

p. 152. About this time, there came fix foldiers into the

parifh church of Walton upon Thames, near twilight

:

Mr. Faucet, the preacher there, not having till then ended

his fermon. One of the foldiers had a lanthorn in his

hand, and a candle burning in it, and in the other hand
four candles not lighted. He defired the parifhioners to

ftay a while, faying he had a meffage from God unto them,

and thereupon offered to go into the pulpit. But the peo-

ple refufing to give him leave fo to do, or to ftay in the

church, he went into the church-yard, and there told them
that he had a vifion, wherein he had received a command
from God to deliver his will unto them, which he was to

deliver, and they to receive upon pain of damnation ; con-
fifting of five lights. (1.) " That the fabbath was abo-
" lifhed as unneceffary, Jevvifh, and merely ceremonial.
* 4 And here (quoth he) 1 fhould put out the firft. light,

" but the wind is fo high I cannot kindle it. (2.) That
" tithes are abolifhed as Jewifh and ceremonial, a great

" burthen' to the faints of God, and a difcouragement of

" induftry and tillage. And here I fhould put out my fe-
* c cond light, &c. (3.) That minifters are abolifhed as

" antichriftian, and of no longer ufe, now Chrift himfclf
" defcends into the hearts of his faints, and his fpirit en-
*' lighteneth them with revelations and infpirations. And
** here I fhould put out my third light, Sec. (4.) Ma-
<c giftrates are abolifhed as ufeleis, now that Chrift him-
* c lelf is in purity amongft us, and hath «reded the king-

*' dora
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" dom of the faints upon earth. Befides, they are tyrants

" and oppreflbrs of the liberty of the faints, and tie them
u to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions. And
" here I fhould put out my fourth light, &c. (5.) Then
" putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling out a

" little bible, he mewed it open to the people, faying,

" Here is a book you have in great veneration, confifting

" of two parts, the old and new teftament: I muft tell you
" it is abolifhed ; it containeth beggarly rudiments, milk
" for babes : But now Chrift is in glory amongft us, and
" imparts a farther meafure of his fpirit to his faints than
" this can afford. I am commanded to burn it before
*' your face. Then putting out the candle, he faid, and
** here my fifth light is extinguifhed." It became a pretty

common doctrine at that time, that it was unworthy of a

chriftian man to pay rent to his fellow- creatures ; and

landlords were obliged to u{e all the penalties of law againft

their tenants, whofe confcience was fcrupulous.

NOTE [H], p. 205.

\\7 H EN the earl of Derby was alive, he had been fum-
* * moned by Ireton to furrender the ille of Man ; and
he returned this fpirited and memorable anfwer : " I re-
" ceived your letter with indignation, and with (corn return
tC you this anfwer; that 1 cannot but wonder whence you
" mould gather any hopes, that I fhould prove like you,
•* treacherous to my fovereign ; fmce you cannot be ig-
*6 norant of my former actions in his late majefty's fervfce,

** from which principles of loyalty I am no whit departed.

" I fcorn your proffers; I difdain your favour; I abhor
*' your treafon ; and am fo far from delivering up this

*' ifland to your advantage, that I fhall keep it to the ut-
" moil of my power to your deftruction. Take this for
• c your final anfwer, and forbear any farther folicitations ;

" for if you trouble me with any more meffages of this

" nature, I will burn the paper and hang up the bearer.

" This is the immutable refolution, and fhall be the un-
* c doubted practice of him, who accounts it his chiefeft

** glory to be his majefty's mofl loyal and obedient fubjecr,

« DERBY."
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NOTE [I], p. 208.

I T had been a ufuaJ policy of the prefbyterian cccJeii-
-* allies to fettle a chaplain in the great families, who
acled as a fpy upon his mailer, and gave them intelligence

of the moft private tranfa&ions and difcourfes of the fa-

mily. A fignal inMance of pricftly tyranny, and the

fubjeclion of the nobility ! They even obliged the fervants

to give intelligence againft their mailers. Whitlocke,

p. 502. The fame author, p. 512. tells the following

Jtory. The fynod meeting at Perth, and citing the mi-

niilers and people, who had exprelL'd a diflike of ihtir

heavenly government^ the men being out of the way, their

wives refolved to anfwer for them. And, on the day of

appearance, 120 women, with good clubs in their hands,

came and befieced the church., where the reverend mini-

ilers fat. The - Tent one of their number to treat with the

females, and he threatening excommunication, they bafteci

him for his labour, kept him priioner, and fent a party

of 60, who routed the reft of the clergy, bruiSi their

bodies forelv, took all their baggage and 12 horfes.

One of the mimfters, after a mile's running, taking all

creatures for his foes, meeting with a foldier, fell on his

knees, who knowing nothing o\ the matter, afked the

blackcoat what he meant r The female conquerors, hav-

ing laid hold on the fynod clerk, beat him till he forfivore

his office. Thirteen ministers rallied about four miles

from the place, and voted that this village fhould never

more have a fynod in it, but be accurfed ; and that though

in the years 1638 and 39, the godly women were cried

up for ftoning the bilhops, yet now the whole fex (hool

effeemed wicked.

NOTE [K], p. 264.

ABOUT this time an accident had almoff. robbed the

prote&or of his life, and faved his enemies the trou-

ble of all their machinations. Having got fix fine Frief-

land coach-horfes as a prefent from the count cf Olden-

burgh, he undertook ior his amufement to drive them
Vol. VII
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about Hvde-park ; his fecretary, Thurloe, being in the

coach.' The horfes were {tarried and ran away : He was
unable tb'"command them or keep the box. He fell upon

tha pole, was dragged upon the ground for fome time ; a

piftol, which he carried in his pocket, went off; and by

that lingular good fortune, which ever attended him, he

was taken up without any confiderable hurt or bruife.

NOTE [L], p. 322.

AFTER Monk's declaration for a free parliament on
the 1 ith of February, he could mean nothing but

the king's reftoration : Yet it was long before he would
open himfelf even to the king. This declaration was
within eight days after his arrival in London. Had he

ever intended to have fet up for himfelf, he would not

furely have fo foon abandoned a projeft fo inviting : He
would have taken fome fteps, which would have betrayed

it. It could only have been fome difappointment, fome

fruftrated attempt, which could have made him renounce

the road of private ambition. But there is not the leaffc

fymptom of fuch intentions. The ftory told of fir An-
thony Afhley Cooper, by Mr. Locke, has not any ap-

pearance of truth. See Lord Lan'down's Vindication, and
Phiiips's Continuation of Baker. I fhall add to what thofe

authors have advanced, that cardinal Mazarine wifhed for

the king's reiloration ; though he would not have ventured

: h to have procured it.

NOTE [M], p. 425.

'THE articles were, that he had advifed the king to
•*• govern bv military power without parliaments, that

he had affirmed the king to be a papift or popifblv affect-

ed, that he had received great fums of money for pro-

curing the Canary patent and other illegal patents, that

l#d advifed and procured divers of his majefty'j fubiccls

to be imprifoned again;!, law, in remote iflands and gar-

rifons, thereby to prevent their having the benefit of the

law, that he had procured the cuftoms to be firmed at

under rates, that he had received great fams from the

Vintners' company, for allowing them to inhar.ee the

20 price
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price of wines, that he had in a fhort time gained a greater

eftate than could have been fuppofed to arife from the profits

of his offices, that he had introduced an arbitrary govern-

ment into his raajefty's plantations, that he had rejected a

propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St. Chriftopher's,

which was the occafion of great loffes in thofe parts, that

when he was in his majefty's fervice beyond fea, he held a

correfpondence with Cromwcl and his accomplices, that he

advifed the fale of Dunkirk, that he had unduly altered

letters patent under the king's feal, that he had unduly de-

cided caufes in council, which fhould have been brought

before chancery, that he had iffued quo warrantos again It

corporations with an intention of fcjueezing money from

them, that he had taken money for palling the bill of fettle-

ment in Ireland, that he betrayed the nation in all foreign

treaties, and that he was the principal advifer of dividing

the fleet in June 1666.

NOTE [N], p. 455-

THE abftracl: of the Report of the Brook-houfe com-
mittee (fo that committee was called) was firlt publiflied

by Mr. Ralph, vol. i. p. 177. from lord Hallifax's col-

lections, to which I refer. If we perufe their apology,

which we find in the fubfequent page of the fame author,

we fhall find that they afted with fome malignity towards

the king. They would take notice of no fervices performed

before the ift of September 1664. But all the king's pre-

parations preceded that date, and, as chancellor Clarendon

told the parliament, amounted to eight hundred thoufand

pounds ; and the computation is very probable. This fum,

therefore, muff be added. The committee likewife charged

feven hundred thoufand pounds to the kir.g on account of

the winter and iummer guards, faved during two years and

ten months that the war lafted. But this feems iniquitous.

Tor though that was an ufual burthen on the revenue,

which was then faved;. would not the diminution of the

euftoms, during the war, be an equivalent to it ? Befides,

iiear three hundred and forty thoufand pounds are charged

for prize-money, which perhaps the king thought he

ought not to account for, Thefe fums exceed the mil-

lion and a half,

NOTE
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NOTE [O], p. 4

R.VI1XE has faid in his Memoirs, vol. iu
|

-* 67. that Charles was never fincere m the triple af-

: ; and that, having entertained a violent animonty
iaainft De Wit, he endeavoured by this artifice to detach

him from the French alliance, with a view of afterwards

n opportunity to fatiate his vengeance upon I

This account, though verv little honourable to the king's

jnemorv, item

the authority of the ante
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