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ISTOKV OF FRANCONIA TOWNSHIP

INTRODUCTORY.
The "Ilistoi'v of Fraiiconia Township" is presented to the

pu])lic as a memorial of the one hundred and fifty-fiith year of its

incorporated existence. Material facts have been diliiientlv

sought after and patent labor cheerfully bestowed upon the work.

Events are chronicled in a narrative rather than in a controver-

sial form, an<l truth gleaned in a hundred sources has been con-

densed in order to make it a valuable work for the future and

present generations. It is submitted to a generous and int«.*lli-

gent people in the belief that it will meet their approval The

labor of the author was shared by many residents of the township.

Indeed Wm. W. Wile has our sincerest thanks for his cheerful in-

formation we received and gleaned from his own lips. The labor

was also shared by I\. R. Hangey, Wm. S. Hemsing, H. K. God-

shall, H. K. Hackman, R. R, Hartzell, 1. C. Barndt and others.

AYe finally extend our sincerest thanks for their co-operation and

cheerful information. This little work was never intended to be

published in book form at the beginning, but were hastily written

/y to meet each week's publication of the Weekly News, and, there-

fore we do not claim for them any measures of literary merit.

The little book contains many mistakes due to the printer and

author, but nevertheless it will fill its mission for what it had

been prepared. The writing ol a history is not as easy a matter

as many may sup])ose. It is for one to pull in th<^ far dim dis-
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taiice of the past, then where shall yon beghi and wh;it shuii be

oaiitted. It is the pen of a general historian which gives us the

principal events of tiie past and the present leaves much unwrit-

ten, like the husbandman in the harvest (ield, there is alwavs

something left for the gleaners. 80 the minor occurrences of life,

if not gathered by the local historian, are lost to us and our chil-

dren. It is to those following after us that most of this interest

IS attached. We seeing the every day events as they transpire

around us do not realize how highly they would be prized in after

years, The lives and habits of our country people far removed

from the bustle and turmoil of citv life do not reveal, it is true,

striking characteristics, y^i they have tiieir way, their modes of

ife and living, their daily routine of businesor of pleasure, which,

if narrated in a simple way only, would be a gratification to many
a household. ^\^e readilv see how this would be the case if mem-

ory would only be carrid back a single generation to behold what

mighty changes have been wrought therein. The ways, methods

and usages of former times are supplanted by new practices,

and Avith it the bound of thought is enlarged. Our local histor-

ians have aided greatly in rescuing from oblivion much that

would otherwise have been lost, and contributed laroelv to the

fund of general information, as recc^rded by local historians in

shape for further reference. Tt is both interesting ami instruc-

tive to read the histor\' of our forefxthers, to understand bv what

toils, through what difficulties, over what obstacles they, from a

feeble colony planted in an unexplored wilderness, struggled up
to a position of wealth and powei'.

J. D. SOUDER,
Telford, August 1 0th, 188G.
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F*ART I.

ITS SITUATlOxN DERIVATION OF ITS NAME NLMBER OF TAXABLES, AND
ITS EARLIEST SETTLERS— ITS FIRST TANNERYAMOUNT OF TAXATION-

OTHER ASSESSMENTS.

Fraiiconia township is .situated

ill the northeastern part of

Montgomery county, joining

Bucks county on the northeast

and Upper and Lower Salford

Hatfield township on the west,

south and east. Its area is l-iSf

square miles or 9520 acres.

The surface is oeneralh" level,

but sufficient! V undulatintv to

susceptible of surface drainage

into the headwaters of the

Skippach, Branch and Indian

creeks, all of which tlow through

the township, affordbig light

but useful water power and mill

sites. The eastern branch of

the Perkiomen forms the north-

western boundary of the town-

ship.

The name of Fraiiconia is de-

rived from an old Duchy, which

afterwards formed a circle of

the Germanic Empire, and sig-

nifies "Land of the Franks,"

whence also France. On

Holme's map of 1682 it is called

the '^Diitch township," Irom

which we infer that the Dutch

were its earliest settlers.

Ill 1734 the township con-

tained thirty-four* taxahles and
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luiid-holdei>. neiirly all Ger-

iiuiiLs. Amongst these iiia\' be

mentioned John Fiy, 15U acres ;

Henrv Kosenberiier, 12-3 acres
;

John Oberholtzer, 150 acres;

Christian Meyor. 150 acres
;

Uh^ich Hunsberger, -3 (J acres :

Fredericlv Gotshalk, liJO acres ;

Michael Bing, lUU acres; Mich-

ael Hentz, lUO acres; George

Hartzell, 100 acres ; AndreAv

Barndt,75acres; Henrv Barndt,

loo acres ; Frederick SchoU,

1()0 acres ; Jacob Bavard. lUO

acres, and John Wilhehn. 50

acres. Most of these have de-

scendants residing in the town-

ship at the present day. Chris-

tian Meyor arrived in 1727,

Frederick Slioll in 1728, Jacob

Oberholtzer, George Hartzell,

I aid will' Hartzell, Michael Wil-

l]<dni and JohnnasFrv in 1730 ;

CUNIA TOWNSHIP.

and Jacob Oberholtzer in

August, 17o-!. These, perha[)s,

all came from the Palatinate or

Pfaltz.

One of the hrst settlers of the

township is said to have been

Christian Funk, who settled on

the Indian creek, below the mill

of George S. Reiff. The Souders

of the^ township are descendants

of his faniilv, and are now re-

siding throughout the township
in multitudes.

Leidv's tannery, one mile

south of Souderton, was founded

in 1780 by Jacob Leidy, grand-

father of the present proprietor.

In 178-3 there was one tavern

licensed, two grist mills, one tan-

nrey and two slaves assessed.

The taxes assessed was for de-

fraying the public expenses of

the county.
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PART II.

LAND-HOLDERS IN 1794 TAX ASSESSED ON BACHELORS—NAMES OF LAND-

HOLDERS AND BACHELORS IN 1794.

In 1794 George Bilger, a tax

collector for that year, returned

ninety-six owners and occupiers

of improved lands in tiie town-

ship. Seventy-three of the num-

ber were assessed for taxable

valuables over two hundred

pounds, and twenty-three for

sums less than two hundred

pounds.

The tax assessed was for the

purpose of defraying the public

expenses of the county. The

total sum of duplicate was

seventy-four pounds, five shill-

ings and two pence In addi-

tion to this tax laid upon real

and personal property, the sum

of three pounds and ten shillings

was laid upon eleven single men

residing in the township. This

latter subject of taxation was so

remarkable that we give place

to their names : George Hertole,

Jacob Landes, John Hunsberger,

George Cope, Christian Huns-

berger, George Rosenberge},

Abraham Moyer, Samuel Moyer,

Christian Mover and Joseph

Smith. The law under which

these young bachelors were

taxed was general throughout

the State at the date of this as-

sessment. Amongst the assess-

ed land-holders of 1704 were

John Althouse, George Bilger,

Henry Berndt, Isaac Bergey,

Christian Benner, Samuel Brode,

Captain John Cope, Peter Con-

ver, George Cressman, Henry

Deitz, Peter Daul), Abrahnm

Dulp, John Detweiler, Henry
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Fiirman, John Freid, Jacob Ger-

hard, Andrew Hentz, George

Hartzell, Christian Hunsberger,
John Hackman, Jacob Hagey,
John Kindig, Abraham Clem-

nier, George Kriebel, John

Leister, Yell is Landes, Henry,

John, Isaac and Benjamin

Landis, John Leidy, Susana

Mover, John, Isaac and Chris-

tian Moyer, Abraham Neiss,

Jacob Oberholzer Philip Obe-

dier, Jacob Oberdorf, Isaac,

Henry, Christian and Jacjob

Souder, George Shoemaker,

George School!, John Swartley,

George Shneider, Jacob Wam-

pold, Andrew Swartz, Daniel

Wampold, Michael VVierman,

John Wilson, George Wunder-

lick and James Yocum. It will

be observed by reference to the

tax duplicate of 1884 that many
names will be found of those

families, most of which descend

from the above names. The
number of taxable persons' have

increased in a just ratio with

values in this township. In

1734 there were 34, 1741, 59;

1828, 190 ; 1858, 380, and in

1884, 678. The estimate value

of all real and personal property
assessed in 1794 was $127,470;
the value as returned by the as-

sessor for 1884 is $1,456,330.

The per capita taxable value to

each person assessed in 1794

was $1327, and in 1884 it was

$2148. The increase in popu-
lation has been in like ratio, in

1800 it was 629, in 1830, 998;

in 1850, 1270 ; in 1870, 1950,

and in 1880, 2556.

The last two decades seem to

have been the most favorable of

any in the history of the town-

ship. An increase of 1380 souls

in a total population of 2556

persons, within a period of

twenty-six years, argues well

for an inland township. It was

doubtless due to the openhig of

the North Pennsylvania railroad

and the local commercial enter-

prise and village life brought
with it.
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PART III.

VILLAGES TELFORD COUNTY LINE HOTEL SOUDERTON FRANCONL\
SQUARE AND FRANCONIAVILLE.

The returns of the merchaii-

tile appraiser for 1884 shows that

there are over sixtv business

firms within the limits of the

township, which shows the caj^i-

talized eneriiv and thrift of the

Franconia people.

VILLAGES AND POST-OFFICES.

The villages of the towjishij)

are Franconia Square, near the

centre
; Franconiaville, in the

southern part of the township,

and Telford and Souderton on

the railroad in the eastern part
of the township, and another

little village which has sprung

up within the last few vears in

the northern part on the

Allentown road called Earlina-

ton. The post-otfices are Tel-

ford, Franconia, Souderton and

Gehman.

VILLAGE OF TELFORD.

The ground on Avhich Telford

village stands was bought in

1737 by Conrad Detterer from

Humphrey Murry. It em-

braces about 120 acres, the

greater part of it lying on the

Montgomery side. Quite early

it became the junction of public

roads. What is known as the

county line road was opened in

1752. Since the location and

construction of the North Penn-

sylvania railroad it has become

an important place of business,

supporting the usual industries

of a village
—Wheelwrighting

and carriage making, smithing,

tin smithing, stone cutter, har-

ness milking, carpeting, cabinet
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making, watch making, cheese

box manufacturing, planning
mill and steam agricultural ma-

chinery repair shop, also a beer

bottlino; establishment.

COUNTY LINE HOTEL.

The County Line Hotel in the

villao;e of Telford was erected

in 1857, by J. N. Souder, Jona-

than Barndt, residing on the

cowpath, hauled the first load of

stones for its erection. The
wasli and bake house still at-

taclied to the hotel is the first

building in the village. One of

the oldest buildings in Telford

is a one-story structure on the

premises formerly owned by
Mr. VVigner, and is yet in good
order. There are stores, deal-

ers in lumljcr, coal, feed, flour,

hay and live stock, all of which

attract to it the patronage of a

fine agricultural neighborhood.
There is also located here a

Union chapel, built in 1876 ;

used prhicipally for Sunday
school purposes. The railroad

facilities have made the place

desirable for residences and the

population numbers now about

600.

VILLAGE OF SOUDEETON.

The village of Souderton is

situated on the line of the North

Pennsylvania railroad and about

twenty-six miles from Philadel-

phia. It comprises about one

hundred residences, with all the

industries and commercial thrift

that mark the enterprising
towns alono: the line of railroad

from Philadelphia to Bethle-

hem. The Union National bank

is located here. It was estab-

lished in 1876 with a capital of

$90,000. It has been well

managed and is an indispensible

institution to the communitv.

OTHER VILLAGES.

Franconia Square and Fran-

coniaville are old-time land-

marks, founded by the opening
of hotels and stores, mechanical

industries and post-offices. The

origin is now scarcely known to

the oldest inhabitants of the vi-

cinity. The buildings of these

villages are plain and substan-

tial, but have the comforts and
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necessities of life characteristics nying people who possess and

of the unassuming and self-de- inhabit them.
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EDUCATTON-

TUITION-

RARX IV.

-PARCHORAL AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS HOW CONDUCTED

-COUNTY SCHOLARS—COMMON SCHOOLS ESTABLISHED- THE

SCHOOLS CONNECTED WITH THE CHURCHES THE PRESENT SCHOOLS.

EDUCATION.

The importance of educating

the youth of the township was

the subject of earlv and contin-

ued solicitude upon the part of

the men having charge of the

pubUc affairs of the township.

The common schools of the col-

onial era (prior to 1776) were

those in connection with the

church or meeting house, and

sometimes in the faniilv as

private schools. The church

and the school house were gen-

erally built side by side and the

preacher was often the teacher.

The parochial schools of the

township was an important fac-

tor in society. The private

schools were taught by persons

of examp .ary character, anrl in

manv instances of eminent abil-

ity. It is edifying to compare
the schools of the past to the

present.

SCHOOL SYSTEM.

The costs of building a school

house were met by voluntary

contributions. Whenever a

neii2;hborhood felt the need of a

school house it was erected in a.

convoiient plac3. The patrons

elected trustees to take charge
of the school property and to

select a teacher for the school.

If the teacher chosen by the

trustees could secure enoui>;h

pupils to warrant him to open a

school he would do so, if not, he

would seek a school elsewhere.
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The teacher w;is paid by those

sending the pupils. Those who

conlfl not pay received instruc-

tions at the cost of the county.
»

The rate was two dollars per

quarter or threo cents per day.

This was according to the act

or 1800. The outfit of the

pupil cost about one dollar, and

consisted of an En^dish reader

or testament, a Comly's spell-

ing book, a Rose arithmetic, a

slate and pencil, an ink stand

and a goose quill. A teacher

who taught then informed me
that their schools were in a

miserable condition, and that to-

day such schools as then existed

would not be tolerated in the

worst manao'ed districts in the

county. Said he, to me, " We
had no furniture, no apparatus,

no suitable text books, no clas-

sification, nothing. We could

do but little else than mending

quills and make out bills for

tuition of poor children to pre-

sent to the county commissioner

who docked us unmercifully."

The children whose schooling

CONIA TOWNSHIP. 9

was paid by the county were

classed as county scholars. Thus

the law created an unpleasant

caste in the school and in the

community. Many a parent

who was unable to pay for the

education of their children would

keep them from school rather

than say to the township assess-

or, ''put me on the poor list."

Many a poor scholar refused to

go to school an account of the

taunt, "Oh, you are a county

scholar." The parochial schools

of the township were held in

the school house at the Indian

Creek Reformed church, torn

down at the time of the

erection of the new church.

There was also one at the

Franconia Mennonite meet-

ino; house and a few more.

Scholars attended those few

schools from the entire township,

thus some had to go a consi<k^r-

able distance. An old resident

says, "When I w^as a boy, sixty-

fiye years ago, we had no

schools sometimes fl^r two or

three years, then a stranger
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would come along and pretend

to be a teacher, he would start

a school, ifsupported, and would

teach the lower branches."

COMMON SCHOOLS.

The State at length awoke

from her lathargy about the

year 1833, and took the matter

seriously in hand and passed an

act to establish a general system
of education by common schools

and was approved by Governor

Wolf, April 1st, 1834. The

act was much opposed in this

township and held to its paro-

chial svstem as late as 1851,

when the common school system
went into operation, having

opened the schools for five

months. From the act of the

Legislature we acquired our

present schools. When the act

went into operation for the es-

tablishment of common schools,

our citizens in the township, as

well as in some others, were

greatly opposed, as they had in

their opinion that it would dis-

place their parochial schools, or

the schools under the control of

the various religious denomina-

tions of the township, as the

schools at this time were nearly

all established on this plan,

in which their children were

taught the principles of their

christian religion, and at the

same time the necessary parts

of learning, to which the atten-

tion of the youth is generally call-

ed. Now, when the foundation

stone of their religious institu-

tions was struck by the act of

the common school system,

which necessarily supplanted

their parochial schools, they had

reason to apprehend danger to

their church. Therefore he who

regards the Franconia German

as opposed to education wrongs

them. Civil and religious tyr-

anny brought them here, where

they were solemnly promised

immunity against a re-occur-

rence of the same evil. With

such a promise of Penn and his

cradjutors they came and planted

a German colony. It was not

long, however, before they found

themselves subject to English
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laws, summened before English For want of space and time I

courts and sentenced in a lan-

guage of which they knew not a

sylable. In the matter of relig-

ion they only enjoyed untrem-

bling freedom, and this was un-

doubtedly dear to them because

it was all that was left they

brouo-ht from their P'atherland.

Now, when the foundation stone

of their religious institutions was

struck at by an attempt to es-

tablish "common schools," there

was sufficient reason to appre-

hend danger for their church.

cannot give you a satisfactory

history of the schools of Fran-

conia township. There are

twelve schools in the township,
with 536 scholars enrolled for

the school year ending June,

1884, and length of term tau2:ht

was five months. The salary

paid to teachers was thirty-five

dollars per month ; male and

female employed. The school

buildings are plain, but substan-

tial, with ample grounds.
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F>ART V.

CHURCH EARLY RELIGION REFORMATIOX—RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS

MENNONITES THE FIRST MEETING HOUSE INDIAN FIELD LUTHERAN

CHURCH, FOUNDED AND REBUILT MINISTERS

THE INDIAN

CHURCH.
CREEK, FOUNDED AND

REFORMED CHURCH ON

REBUILT^MINISTERS- leidy's

RELIGION.

Religion is one of the deepest
instincts of the human soul. It

is SO nearly universal that no

race has been found on earth

destitute of the feeling ; nay,

few, if any, have been discover-

ed whose aspirations do not ex-

tend beyound the present life,

the ancient world was subject to

the divinities and forms of wor-

ship prescribed by kings and

priests conjointly ; hence free

denominations, the inherent

rii>ht of free belief, was a liljertv
CD «y

unknown to the ancient world.

This dearlv bou<!^ht franchise,

the glory of our age and nation,

is the legitimate fruit of the

great reformation of the six-

teenth century. In that era the

sacred scriptures were dragged
forth from the Cloristers, trans-

lated into the common tongue,

and sent forth as "Tlie Word
of God." Nothing is more

patent in our early history

then that most of our progeni-

tors tied, to a then wilderness

shore, for this grand idea, the

right to worship God according
to the dictate of their own con-

science. For this they fled from

their country willing to leave

civilization behind and fiice the

wide ocean and land on a conti- \
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nent inhabited by savao-e men
and wild beasts. All denorai-

nations conjoining then settled

our new township, which are

only distinii;nished by slight dif-

reren<".e in belief and external

conduct. The chief relio-ious

denominations of the township

are Mennonites, Reformed,Luth-

eran, Dunkards and a few Evan-

i»:alists, but have no edifice. The

Mennonites are easily distin-

guished from other denomina-

nations in their non use of the

sacrements in their testimony

against war, oaths, a paid minis-

try, and the pride of life gener-

ally. Tliey use also great plain-

ness of speech and attire ; they
are opposed to law suits, slavery

and intemperance ; they settle

their ovvn disputes and maintain

their own poor. Mennonites

settled in Pennsylvania as early

as 1683. In 1832 there were

five houses of worship in Mont-

gomery county, which since in-

creased to thirteen. Thev have
ft-'

been rent several times by

schism.The first Mennonite meet-

ing house in Franconia township
was of stone and built in the

year 1730, the second, also of

stone, forty-five by seventy-five

feet was built in 1833, and has

a seating capacity of over seven

hundred. The present meml^er-

ship numbers about 450. Josiah

Clemmer was elected Bishop in

1861. The Souderton meeting
house was built in 1879, of brick,

fourty by fifty feet.

INDIAN FIELD LUTHERAN CHURCH.

The Indian Field Lutheran

church is among the oldest

Lutheran congregations in Penn-

sylvania, and was from the be-

ginning entirely Lutheran. A
loo' church was built in 1^30,

enlarged in 1766, and gave

place to the present stone church

in 1792, which in 1868 received

for the third time a new roof,

an organ was procured in 1820.

A fire in 1850 unfortunately de-

stroyed many of the old docu-

ments of the church. The cre-

ation of a congregation at Sel-

lersville took away many mem-

bers, but there were still in
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1878 200 communicants. Some tion in the county having

14

m
of the names ofthe early found-

ers are still represented in the

church—Wambold, Cressman,

Uees. The present constitution

was adopted in 1836. The ex-

isting church record was begun
in 1753 by Pastor Frederick

Shultz. The earliest pastor

known was John Conrad An-

dreal, who came to this country
in 1742 from Germany, landing

in Philadelphia and settled at

Goschenhoppen. He assumed

charge of the Goschenhoppen,
New Goschenhoppen and Indian

Field churches, where he re-

mained until 1751. In that

year Lucus Rouse began service

till 1752 when the Rev. Jacob

Schultz became pastor, and ser-

ved until 1763, when Rev. John

Roth succeeded him. From
that time to the present it was

served by the old goschenhop-

pen church, and since 1865 ser-

ved by the Rev. Frederick

Waltz, who has also church at

Sellersville. The Lutheran is

the most numerous denomina-

1870 twenty-five houses of wor-

ship. Most of their ancestors

came from Russia. In 1832

there were eight Lutheran

churches. This denomination

has undergone fewer changes by

transplation from Europe and

less disturbed by schisms than

any other.

INDIAN CREEK REFORMED CHURCH

The Reformed church on the

Indian creek was founded in

1753 by the Rev. Jacob Rees,

who was its first pastor, and be-

gun its labor June 3d. Among
the founders of the church were

John Neis, Jacob Arndt, Peter

Gerhart, Jacob Leidy, John

Shellenberger, John and Henry
Sellers, William Althouse and

Abraham Arndt. With the ex-

ception of Arndt and Neis these

families are all represented in

the church. In 1 734 the present

church lot was bought by

Michael Bergey, and in that year

a log church was built. This

was replaced in 1775 by a

rough stone church with a hip
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r(X)f, which was used imtil 1826,

when the third church, fortv-two

by forty-eight, also of stone, was

erected. The present church,

forty-two by sixty-five feet was

built in 1879. The Rev. Jacob

Rees was its first minister, and

was succeeded as follows : Revs.

C. Gobrecht. Casper Wack, John

T. Fabor, John M. Kern, Lenn,

John A. Strausberger, Joshua

Derr, P. S. Fisher and Jacob

Kehm, who has charge of the

pulpit at present, since 1871.

The church has a membership

^ONIA TOWNSHIP. 1.5

of 400.

leidy's reformed CHURrn.

What is known as Leidv's

Reformed church is located be-

low Souderton and was built in

1858. A school house and a

grave yard was there a hundred

years before. The school house

was also used for worship. Its

members are from the Indian

creek church, of which it was

for a time a part. Its pastors

were Revs. P. S. Fisher and J.

G. Dengler, the latter is still in

charge.
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F>ART VI.

POLITICS FIRST VOTING PLACES TOAVNSHIP COMMITTEE VOTES IN 1775

ACTS PASSED AND VOTING PLACES CHANGED NUMBER OF VOTES IN

1884 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OTHER TOWNSHIP OFFICERS.

POLITICS.

The political history of the

township of the past and present

is now before me and is a diffi-

cult history to chronicle. Mont-

gomery county became a subdi-

vision of the State soon after the

Revolution in 1775. At that

time people only recognized one

political division, that of Loyalist

and Rebel, Patriot and Tories.

The Patriots and Tories were

greatly opposed against each

other, and the^^e two parties gave

use to two political parties.

There were less than twenty

thousand people in the county

at the time of its creation and

only three voting places fixed

by law to poll votes, i. e. Nor-

ristown, Eckert's tavern, in

White Marsh, and Krep's tavern,

in New Hanover. Voters in

this township were compelled to

go all the way down to White

Marsh to cast their votes. The

followino- are the names of the

persons of the township com-

mittee of Franconiato represent

the Montgomery county com-

mittee for electing the first Gov-

ernor of Pennsylvania: Jacob

Oberholtzer, John Wilscm,

Michael Shoemaker, John Alt-

house, Jacob Gerhart and Cap-

tain John Cope. This was in

the years 1799 and 1800.

Prior to 1777 the entire citv

and county of Philadelphia, now

a portion ofMontgomery county,
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held their election in the State and is the same to-day as when
house in the city of Philadel-

phia.

At an election held in the

State House, Philadelphia, Oc-

tober 3, 1775 there were 3122

votes cast. At a general elec-

tion held for Governor in No-

vember, 1875, just one hundred

years later, in the same terri-

tory, Philadelphia and Mont-

gomery county. The total

nundjer of votes cast in the two

districts was 120,836.

CHANGING VOTING PLACES.

An act of the general Assem-

bly was passed June 14, 1777

dividing the county and city of

Philadelphia into three election

districts. Voters ;it that time

were called freeman. The free-

men of the second district were

ordered to hold their election at

the public house of Jacob Wentz,

Worcester Township. This dis-

trict included Franconia town-

ship. By an act of the Legisla-

ture.passed September 10, 1784,

Montgomery county was taken

apart of Phiiavlelphia county,

first laid out The countv was

then formed, and it became

necessary to change the places

forholding general elections. An
act of the general Legislature
was passed which divided the

county again into three districts.

Franconia township again con-

stituted a part of the second

district and was ordered to hold

their election at Michael K rep's

tavern. New Hanover townsliip.

By an act passed March 3L»^t,

1797 the county was again (h-

vided into five election districts.

Franconia constituted part of

the fourth district and was or-

dered to hold their election at

the private house of Christian

Weber, Towamencin township.

By an act of March 31st, ISOO,

Franconia township was annex-

ed into the fourth district and

held their election at the house

of John LIuohs, in Towamencin

township, now Kulpsville. By
an act March KUh, 1847,

the township of Fi'anconia was

first formed into a seperate elec-
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tion district, and was ordered to

hold their election in the store

house of Daniel L. Moyer. In

1882 there were sixty-two elec-

tion districts in Montgomery

county, which polled a total

vote of 20,468 for the different

candidates for Governor. Fran-

conia being the largest Hepubli-

can district and polled for Beaver

396 votes, The number of

votes now polled at the perma-
nent place of election, Franconia

Square, is upwards of 700 votes,

of which two-thirds are zealous

Republicans. Should Franconia

ever be divided into two election

districts. East and West, the

latter would contain about

enough Democrats to hold an

honest election.

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS.

The first Justice of the Peace

of Franconia township was Sam-

uel Wampole, and Jacob Schlof,

being elected in conformity with

the revised constitution of 1838.

Prior to 1802 the township offi-

cers were two Supervisors, one

Assessor and two respectable

citizens for inspectors. Since

the adoption of the new consti-

tution in 1838 considerable

change was made, the office of

the Justice of the Peace Con-

stable, Supervisor, Assessor, As-

sistant Assessor, Auditor, Treas-

urer, to which were, since 1851,

added School Directors . The

first election of township officers

was held on the third Friday in

March, 1840, which day has

since been changed to the second

Tuesday in February.
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F'ART VII.

ABORIGINEES.

In connection with the his-

tory of Franconia township I

will give a brief statement of

the aboriginees that once inhab-

ited our broad acres. It is now
392 years since the commercial

world learned first of the

American Indians, and from

whence they came remains a

mystery to us. Indians who

were once the proud possessors

of this tract of land we now oc-

cupy rmd honorably and peace-

fully acquired of them by
William Penn, the founder

of our great commonwe;dth,

have completely vanished from

our soil over a hundred years

ago. Two hundred years or

more have elapsed since Chris-

tian civilization first confronted

these savages on our soil. Since

then their hunting grounds
have been turned into wide

areas of agricultural wealth

and commercial splendor, and

the rude impliments of their

simple mode of living are on

exhibition forantique curiosities.

Back to AUeghaneys, across the

fathers of waters, across the

Rocky mountains they receded

through the strong arms of a

superior race of men. By suc-

ceeding generations this savage

race will undoubtedly disa])pear

from our wide C(mtinent. It is

certainl}^ true that they Iimac

left no impression of their exis-

tancein this part of the country,

except a few relics of their rude

war utensils which were lost by
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them. It is true to them the

earth seemed to have had no

higher utility than a hunting

ground. There is perhaps no

other portion in Montgomery

county that is richer in histori-

cal events than our own town-

ship of Franconia. Watered by
numbers of streams and rivulets

and covered wide with dense

forests rendered it a most favor-

able home for the Red men.

The Indian creek valley was

perhaps more thickly settled

with Indians than any other

place. The vast amount and

varietv of relics found within

this valley clearly establishes

this fact. In the vicinity of

springs along this creek, of

which many abound, skillfully

executed flint arrow heads have

been collected, and stone imple-

ments in great variety of forms

and features. Tradition says it

was here that there last council

fire was burning before they left

our soil. The first settlers found

the valley of the Indian creek

under rude cultivation of the

Indians as practical by them,

and named this stream of water

at once in honor of the Indians.

The Indians plied their hands

to husbandry here long after

the first settlement. It was not

until the township was thickly
settled and the main hunting

grounds succumbed to the wood-

man's axe that the native for-

esters or Indians abandoned

their wigwams and hunting

grounds to the white settlers.

Their method of agriculture

would contrast strangely with

those of ours at the present day,
but it met there immediate

wants, and their little clearing,

no doubt, left them many a

pounder full of hominy for their

evening meal. It is supposed
that there is much gilt incurred

in the manner which the early

settlers treated the Indians as

well as under the present treat-

ment in the Western Territories,

although it is deemed necessary

to sweep the Indians away from

our great continent to make

place for the husbandman to till
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and cultivate the soil to feed

the millions in our crowded

cities professing a Christian

civilization. For want of space

I must close the history of the

aborignees in connection with

history of Franconia township.

Indeed, William Wile, an old

sage in his eightieth year, has

our sincerest thanks for the in-

formation we gleaned from his

own lips on the subject of the

Indians.
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r^ART VIII.

AGRICULTURE.

The annals of agriculture of

this township is flattering that

we deem it appropriate to give

a brief history of their f\irms

and plantations. The farms

are so divided in proportion

that the work is mostly per-

formed by their sons and

daughters. The active tillers

of the soil here are the same

kind of men as those who fill

the profession of mechanical

and commercial pursuits. It

was not here like in the South

that the work was only per-

formed by degraded slaves, and

the proprietor living in luxury

and splender. It is reported

that there were never more

than two slaves employed with-

in the limits of Franconia, and

I am indeed proud that we may
not boast of no more. The

primitive condition of the soil

in this township as comj^ared
with those lying in river valleys

is considered improductive, but

under the skillfull husbandry of

these modern farmers and a

liberal use of lime, manure and

fertilizer this vast tract of land

yields abundant harvest, and

supports a prosperous popula-

tion. In 1681 this tract of land

consisted yet in proi^rietory

grants held by comparatively
few persons, who lived a fron-

tier life in almost daily contact

with the Indians, since its broad

acres must have passed through
at least six generations, and

hundreds of purchasers have
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acquired titles to soil that have anthracite and bituminous coal

always been priced in the in-

ventory of worldly posessions

of those who lived and died on

the soil of Franconia. The
lands are greatly diversified by
ranges of hills, with beautiful

valleys. The country is a

source of perpetual wealth to

agriculture, which yield an im-

mense surface product. There

is much to be admired alon^i: the

little creeks diversifying the

township. The Skippack and

Indian creeks and the Branch

creek, which forms the northern

boundary of the township,drain-

ing as they do a large area of

rolling country, improved by

elegant and commodious resi-

dences and farm houses, with

barns and improvements unsur-

passed by any agricultural

people on the face of the globe.

The primitive condition of the

country known as Franconia

was land timbered Avith heavy
oaks, hickory and chestnut.

The consumption of wood for

fuel prior to the introduction of

was very great. This wealth

of primature forest was the

foundation of many substantial

fortunes in years past. The
old characti'ristic farmer of

Franconia took commendable

pride in maintaininii; laru'e

tracts of primature forests. It

was useful in many ways, for

fuel, building, fencing, and

whether it was deemed orna-

mental or not had a rare charm

for him. It was their parks of

woodland that preserved to the

hunter until late years choice

games and birds.

As alredy stated before the

township ofFranconia was orgji-

nized March 1st, 1731, from the

township of Salford, containing

952 acres, having a population

in 1800 of G29, which have in-

creased by the year 1880 to

2556. The townsliip in the

year 1734 having thirty-lbnr

land-holders, the names ai-ccon-

tained in the ])i-cvious pai-ts,

havinir also two slaves, two

grist mills, one tannery, 153
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horses, 266 head of cattle and

one licensed tavern, that of

Elizabeth Gerhart. In 1882

the number of cattle increased

to 1147, 515 horses, nine li-

censed taverns, seven grist mills

and no slaves. Thus we may
see how the Franconia farmer

progressed in the last eighty

years. What will be our con-

dition at the end of the future

eighty years ? We may not

live, however, who will live to

see it may perhaps have a

greater and sadder history to

chronicle to the future o;enera-

tions than I at the present day.

We are living in a progressive

age and advancing year after

year ; otherwise we are in a

state of desfridation, which

should prove an end to our

glorious republic.
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F'ART IX.

NEWSPAPERS AND LODGES.

The press is a potential fac-

tor of the country. Local

newspapers, have always been

received favorably, and at this

day have a large circulation

throughout the township. As
a source of local and general

information they are valuable,

and thev afford an excellent in-

dex to the current history of the

people, whose habits, costumes

and manners are mirrored in

them, At present there are

two newspapers published in

the township.
The Montgomery County Press

pul)lished in the village of Tel-

ford, was founded in Norristown

in 18G0, l)y John Shupc, its

present editor and proprietor,

and there published until 1868,

when it was removed to Lans-

flale and within a year again
removed to its present head-

quarters at Telford. It is a,

German paper and its support

by the people shows the fond-

ness of the German people for

their native language. The

Souderton Independent was

founded in that village in 1S7'.),

by William Goettler, its pres-

ent editor and proprietor. It

is a weekly, patent out side,

with a moderate circulation.

Secret organizations in Fran-

conia township are not so nu-

merous. Two secret orgaiu'za-

tions ha^'e Uoou cstjiblishcd

within the past year. The

Patriotic Order of Sons o("

America, is a secret, IVaternal
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and beneficial organization, and An Improved Order of Red

possesses much comment as a ^^^ ^^^ org-anized at the same
secret society. The order was

founded in Liberty haU, Souder-

ton, in 1885, in a year hence its

membership numbered upwards
of forty. This being the first

secret organization ever orga-

nized within the township with

success. An attempt was made

to organize an Inedpendent
Order ofOdd Fellows, in Fluck's

hall, as early as 1882, but soon

abandonded for wantof support.

place in October, 1885. The

organization is a paternal and

benevolent organization, based

upon the customs and antiquities

of the American Indians. It

originated first as a patriotic as-

sociation among volunteers who

garrisoned Fort Mifflin in 1813.

The present order at this place

has sixty-five members since its

organization.
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PART X.

EARLY GERMANS.

Amono; the various nationali-

ties that settled Montgomery

county and our present town-

ship of Franconia the Germans

were an important one, and

their descendants at this day,

within its limits, are the most

numerous. The Germans have

alwa3's been a most industrious

and intelligent, as well as a de-

vout. Christian people. A ma-

jority of these early Germans

became members of the church

of Friends. Here in our town-

ship they became members of

the Mennonite, Lutheran and

Reformed churches. The Ger-

mans of the Mennonite denomi-

nation arrived as early as 1702

and settled at Germantown, and

years later—1720 and 1730—

this denomination of Germans

settled within our townshi}) ;

most of them coming- from the

Palatinate of the Hhine
; most

of them having their clergymen

among them.

Amono* the German Luther-

ans the coniireiiation established

in New Hanover township is the

earliest established in America,

being established in 170-), and

in 1730 they esta])lished a chnch

in this township known ns the

Indianfield Lutheran church.

It is stated that tlie (JeiMnans

who directly innnlLiratcfl iVoni

the Palatinate into this colony

purchased and honestly ])aid for

their lands, comhicted them-

selves respectfully towards the

goveinment, paid their taxes
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readily, and were sober and away so poor that they had to

honest in their religions and

civil duties. In 1734 this town-

ship having a population of

thirty-four, of which thirty were

Germans, mostly farmers, hut a

few mechanics resided in the

township at that time.

The misfortune of the Palati-

nate Germans that settled our

township and county was large-

ly due to the fact that her geo-

graphical situation placed her

between powerful rival coun-

tries that were almost contin-

iously at war, and the religious

intolerance of the age was also

a fruitful source of domestic

trouble. The people could not

profess their religious opinions
as to the dictate of their con-

science, as to be in agreement
with their reii^nino; Prince, and

in consequence were persecuted
wdth relentless severity. No
wonder those people were glad

to get away from a country that

had such a succession of woes

and misfortunes. Manv had

lost their property, and came

indenture themselves for their

passage money across the sea.

They niturally chose Pennsyl-

vania for their new home, be-

cause William Penn had extend-

ed an earnest welcome, and had

guaranteed absolute civil relig-

ious toleration. This is a part

of a series of hardships and ca-

lamities that our forefathers had

to endure before they establish-

ed our present homes in a wild

country. The Germans are

slow in adopting an opinion,

but they seem to be a great deal

slower in chanoino; after once

adopted. During the wars the

countries which were strongly

settled by Germans were looked

upon as hot beds of disloyalty.

I mean to be impartial on this

subject and abide by the truth.

I must say it is a pride to one

of German parentage, that at

least some of the race manifes-

ted the proper spirit during the

revolutionary struggle in the

infancy of the Republic, which

may well lead to forgive him
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the errors of their prosperity in ing the early period of the Re-
later years.

The Germans living in this

county, and others who were
termed wherlos—the Menno-
nites and Tankers—were gen-

erally counted with the Tories

during the struggle for indepen-
dence. The religion would not

persist them to resist the pre-

vailing authorities. They were

even averse in aiding the Amer-
ican armies with provisions
while at Valley Forge, and act-

ually did a o'reat deal to smuo;-

gling when the British army
was in siege at Philadelphia.

This was one of the reasons whv
the American Cono;ress allowed

Washington, while at Valley

Forge, this county, the privilege

to collect all the provisions

necessary for his army among
the citizens of Montgomery

county. However, we do not

think that any provisions were

ever collected in this township

by the American army. Dur-

public the people termed

•'Wherlos" were disfranchised.

Through the efforts of John

Adams they obtained all the

rights of citizens. Many of

these people reside in our town-

ship and are still adhering to

the ''Wherlos" doctrine. In

early times they belonged to

the Federalists and naturallv in
•r

latter years affiliated with the

Republican party, and it follow-

ed that during the relxdlion.

Though remaining loyal to the

government they were always

strongly opposed to slaver3^

Franconia would undoubtedly
have been a much greater slave

district had it not ])een for the

strono- German element, which

was strongly opposed to slavery.

Necessity compelled these Ger-

mans, Welsh aud Euulish to

form settlements bv themsehH.\s

owin<i: to the i-eneral iuiiorimce

of their languages.
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F^ART XI.

ZOOLOGY AND MINERALS.

The history of Franconia is

not complete without giving a

short history of the zoology of

the township. Very little at-

tention has yet been given in

our histories to the habitation

and distribution of our existing

animals. The existing mama-
lia within the present limits of

Franconia it is very probably
do not exceed thirtj-five species,

of Avhich perhaps half do exist

at the present day.

BIRDS

While perhaps one-third of

our various species of birds

have dimmished, we do not

doubt that in this countv the

balance are increasing. The

planting of trees and various

evergreens in and around lawns,

lanes and roadsides has largely

tended to promote their aug-

mentation, by affording them

sufficient shelter and security.

The number of species of birds

that ever existed in this vicinity

has been estimated over 200, of

which numbers have left our

midst and are still passing

awav, while others are increas-

ing. The English sparrow,

which has been introduced

since 1868, has multiplied rap-

idly and spread over the whole

country keeping chiefly in flocks

around buildini>s and have, to

some extent, driven awav some

of our more useful birds.

REPTILES.

The removal of trees and

stones in the cultivation of the
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soil, and the increase attention out while dio-oino;

given to drainage, has consider-

able to do with diminishing our

large reptiles, which are l)ecoin-

ing scarce. The most predom-
inant at the present day are

vnrious species of snakes, seve-

ral species of frogs and a few

lizzards.

MINERALS.

Precious metals have been

found in the township to some

extent, but in such small quan-

tities that the occurrence is

more of scientific interest than

of any practical value. Gold

was found by Dr. Charles M.

Wetherill on the property of

Mr. Yoder, near Franconia

Square. The gold was found

in* quartz rock and iron prytes.

In the sand and gravel thrown

31

a well he

found brill iaut scales of gold.

From an analysis he found that

every hundred pounds of gravel

contained a quantity of gold

worth twenty-six and a half

cents.

Tin, too, has been found in the

township. It is interesting to

observe that this rare metal

is found in its native state of

purity in the gravel of Franco-

nia. The largest piece of tin

found adhered to the gravel and

formed a rounded mass of a

white malleable metal, which

was analyzed and found to l)e

pure tin. This metal being

first noticed by Dr. Cliarles M.

Wetherill. This instance is the

only record of tin in Pennsyl-

vania.
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l^ART :kii.

ROADS AND CONVEYANCE.

As stated in our previous

history that the township of

Franconia was set apart from

the township of Salford in 1731

by the court of quarter sessions,

on account of being to large a

territory, to be served by one

constable, and for the supervis-

ion of the public roads, two

supervisors.

The first roads, from one new
settlement to another, were

simply paths through the forests.

No notice was taken by the

owner of the unclosed land of

the use made by the few neigh-

bors of his premises as a road-

way. After a time, as the

number of settlers increased, it

became necessary to place re-

strictions upon the privilege of

passing and repassing over pri-

vate property. Petitions were

accordingly addressed to the

court of quarter sessions, at

Philadelphia, praying that roads

be laid out for public use. The

petition for the principle roads

of the township,running from

north to south, was presented

to the court of quarter sessions

in 1741. This was that of the

Allentown and Cowpath roads.

The turnpike road leading

from Harleysville to Sonderton

was chartered and built in 1866.

Other roads were laid out from

time to time as the settlements

increased. Down to the begin-

ning of this century much trans-

portation was done on horse-

back ; huge sacks. Avallets anri
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baskets were constructed and

used for this purpose. In this

way nearly all the produce was

taken to Philadelphia, and horse-

men would thus be seen sur-

rounded with poultry, pork,

butter, Hax, etc., and even live

calves and sheep would be taken

to market by such means. Old

and young, male and female

were usually conveyed on horse-

back
; it mattered not whether

on business or pleasure, as well

as to their different places of

worshij) on the Sabbath. For

hauling sleds were used previous
to wagons, the latter being

rudely constructed, with little

or no iron, and the wheels were

generally of solid wood. As

not much attention was paid to

roads at that dav at intervals

they became almost impassable.

A tongue-cart was the first gen-

eral conveyance to market, and

as a protector against the

weather a cover would be stretch-

ed on hickory boughs. Gigs

and chairs began to come in

just before the revolution as a

vehicle for conveyance on busi-

ness or pleasure. As these

were taxable we find in 1785

but two ridins; chairs in the

township of Franccmia. This

demonstrates how much, even a

century ago, the people were

addicted together on horseback

or foot. At this period it is stated

that it was regarded as no un-

usual thino' for a woman to go

on horseback to Philadelphia, a

distance of thirty miles, to do

their shopping and return the

following day. It would cer-

tainly rerpiire a good physical

constitution for .the sex to en-

dure this now. Of course the

days for horseback riding is now

past for either sex, and we have

the comfortable carriage for

either business or j)leasure.

Farmers generally go to mar-

ket on rail and sell out in a

lar^'-e, comforta})le market house

at fair prices.
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I^ART :SillL.

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS—SPORTS AND PASTIMES LOCAL SUPERSTITION.

According to a list of land-

holders and tenants residing

within the township, the Ger-

man element, judging by the

surnames, composed almost the

entire population, The several

toAvnships of the county were,

however, also settled by the

Welsh and English. Necessity

compelled the Germans, the

Welsh and the English to form

settlements by themselves, ow-

ing to the ignorance of each

others' language, which preven-
ted general intercourse. These

communities were, therefore,

calculated to preserve and foster

the peculiar manners and cus-

tomes of their native country,

which, after a residence of near-

ly two centuries here are still,

to some extent, discernible in

their discendants. German
books and newspapers still con-

tinue to be printed for the Ger-

man people. The Germans

being numerously spread over

the township it must necessarily

follow that their manners and

customs have exerted here a

considerable influence on society,

judging from the increasing ob-

servance of Christmas. New

Year's, Good Friday, Easter and

there circumstances. These

Germans belong, as they do, to

several religious denominations

have never interdicted these

holidays, which days, in conse-

quence, have been more or less

observed among them after

the manner of the fotherland
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unto this day, which were ob- troduced. On these occasions

served in nianj' cases in a very

superstitious manner, more so

in this township than in any

other, in consequence of
])eing-

so German an origion.

The custom of levying mar-

riage toll, we believe, is exclu-

sively of German origin, as, on

in(|uiry as to the matter we
cannot find that it is practiced

l)y those of any other descent.

This practice is still in vogue
more or less throuiihout the

township, but the custom is fast

disappearing. Wakes or stay-

ing up \vith the dead Avere, to

some extent, practiced as late

as 1800 and 1865, being usually

performed hy two or three in-

vited neighbors. The face of cradle, which has been only iv-

the corpse would be uncovered cently superceded by the reaping

large wagons, Avith two or four

horses, Avould be provided Ibr

the family, whoAvouldsitaround

the coffin on chairs and proceed
to the place of interment. T

find stated that in 184 J: a fun-

eral conducted in this manner

being the last of tlie kind in

this toAvnship.

About the close of the last

centurv harvest Avas made a

jolly time, nearly all went out

in the field with the sickle to

cutthcAA^aivinuii'rain. A A'ouni:*

voung" man Avould take his place

beside a a'ouui;" Avoman and as-

sist her like a jxallaut kuinlit in

her labors. This was befoiv

the oeneral introduction of the

every few hours to see Avhether

all Avas right. An apprehension

prevailed that it might be dis-

figured by rats or mice, Avhich

Avould proA^e a scandal to the

funeral and family. Before

1835 A^ery fcAv hearses Avere

used and light Avagons little in-

and l)indinii' machines. Such

changes \u\yq taken place in the

customs and institutions of so-

cietA' since the formation of

Franconia townslii[) that it can

hardly ])e credited at the present

daA'.

As the country Avas but
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Sparsely settled every neighbor-

hood, for want of good roads,

o'ood accomodations and travel-

inii; fxcilities, formed a comma-

nity by itself. The hamlet and

village, even when only a few

miles apart, caused such a sepe-

ration as to give to each its pe-

culiar habits and suj^erstition.

Of all our German superstition

undoubtedly witchcraft was the

most odious, but it never, that

we are aware of, at any time

became so abused as to lead to

any actual evil. No people are

entirely free from superstition,

for no mortal man possesses the

power or even the knowledge
necessary to draw a line as to

where it begins or ends. When
we come to consider the disad-

vantage our forefathers labored

under and compare them with

the facilities we now enjoy we

need not wonder at their hum-

ble superstitions, which were

peculiar to the time and circum-

stances in which they lived.

From the force and circum-

stances the early settlers were

compelled to lead what would

now be considered a rugged and

and laborous life. To clear the

land and bring it under cultiva-

tion and to provide comfortable

buildings must have required

considerable effort. Eoads had

to be opened, streams 'bridged

and made passable, and this

alone could onlj" be accomplish-
ed by toil. Our ancestors had

their sports and pastimes to

vary the monotony of existence,

though they may have been few

and rude, yet they were adapt-

to their condition and no doubt

gave them pleasure and served

their age..
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PART XIV.

PRIVATE BURYING GROUNDS FUIIRMAN's GRAVEYARD OTHER NEGLECTED
GRAVEYARDS.

In the early times it wascus-

tomarj among the leading fam-

ilies to l)ury their dead on the

f)irm, on a spot set aside for this

pnrpose. In the course of time

the neighbors brought their dead

for burial in these private

grounds. A few of these grave-

yards are maintained in this

township, others are neglected
and overgrown with brambles

and bushes and still others have

relapsed into their former uses

as fields for farming, and traces

of them are lost. The Fuhr-

mans graveyard is the largest

of this kind in the township. It

contains about one-quarter of an

acre of ground, taken from two

adjoining farms. It is an open

field on the farm of Plenry 1).

Wile, several hundred paces
soutliAvest of the Indian Creek

Reformed church, The most

unfortunate affair connected

with it is the fate of the iirave-

yard, in which, no douljt, inter-

ments have been made as earlv
*

as 1725, and which was actual-

ly used for this purpose until

1790; some have estimated

that within that period from one

hundred and fifty to two hun-

dred mav have been buried

there ;
the headstones yet trace-

able, are all connnon stones,

about half of the number have

letters and dates. On a visit to

this graveyard we copied the

followinjj: : In memorvof George
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Liidwiii' ILinii'e, born Octo])er

2Gth, IGQO, (lied 1701), aged

73 vear.s ; the rest of the stones

having no regnhir epitaph, hav-

ing only letters, few having
dates in the following manner :

I. A. IT. T.. 1706; S. ?>. IL,

1747; C. IL, 171)0; I. F. M.,

1763; A. D., 1758; E. H.,

1788; M. L, F. M. and K. M.,

these are all ha^dn<I marks of

inscription, the I'est are only
rude stone. The farm where
this graveyard is situated is

owned by Henry T). Wile, pur-
chased from his father, William,
and since it has been reduced to

one-half its former size. Year
after year the plow is appiH)ach-

ing nearer, which makes us be-

lieve that the time will not be

long hence when the entire

graveyard will be under culti-

vation, and the existance of the

same can scarcely be pointed out.

The tradition is that some of

the headstones liave i>;one to the

wash gullies and covered over

likely to l)e revealed some day.

The fate of this graveyard cer-

tainlv teaches a humilitatino:

lesson on human avarice. Had
it not been the I'esting place of

our lovely forefathers, the pio-

neers of the township, the deso-

lation of the same Avould not

sink so deep on the mind of the

present generaticm. Indeed, on

our recent visit to the neolected

graveyard, looking over the

ruins and desolation, we were

so moved that we sat down and

wrote the following lines to ex-

press our deep regret.

Far up the lonely Indian Creek.

My wondering footsteps led,

The moss grew thick beneath my feet.

The wind moaned o'er my head.

The traces of a graveyard old

Were phiinly to be seen,

Surely some weary pilgrim scml,

Is here at peace I ween.

The bramble bushes and the weed.

Lay thick upon a mound.
The headboard where the name we read.

Had rotted to the ground.
No flower e'er had been phmted there.

No loved ones knew the place,

No marble slabs or a'ranite rare.

This lonely mound did grace.

I raised the headboard with my hand,
From dust its words made clear.

It read "The Settlers of Our Land,"
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"Franconia's Pioneer."

The rest was blurred with rust and ajre.

Long years had worked their rot :

But fame that's writ on history's page.

Long years can never blot.

Roll on, proud Indian Creek, roll on,

Adown the stony glen ;

Above thee in the shadows lone,

Sleep brave, undaunted men.

No brutal foes, no bloody wars.

Our Christian people fear.

For thou hast made our pathway smooth?

'•Franconia's Pioneer."

The condition and situation

of this old graveyard is weU ex-

pressed by the above lines. The

remaining spot is thickly cover-

ed with trees and thicket
;
the

walk to the place must be made

across the tlelds
;

the Ii]dian

creek, too, is below near its

base, the same as it had when
the first interment was made,

probably a hundred and fifty

years ago.

Tradition states that a place
in the meadow of Samuel Mus-

selman, in the western part of

the township, near the Indian

creek, was formerly occupied

with graves. There are no

stones there at the present day.

The mounds, however, are ob-

served by the uneavenness of

the ground. Tradition states

that it was here that Christian

Funk was buried. Funk, it is

stated, lived half a year alone

in the township on the farm

noAv owned by Isaac C. Godshall

and where he was hurried is un-

known, at least, not more tlian

what tradition states, which, in

matters like these, is sometimes

very wrong.
There was also a private

burying ground at the urave-

yard connected with the religious

edifice, so-called Herrite house,

also situated in the Avestern ]»art

of the township, near theludian

creek. The history of this edi-

fice and graveyard will be given

in another part seperately. This

house was (mlv built at the side

of this grave yard in later years,

which is the reason that this

graveyard is maintained at the

presentday,otherwise the grave-

yard would pro])ably liave been

ne<rlected and laid to waste tiie

same as the rest in the town-

ship.
There was another private
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burying ground, called the Har-

ley's burying ground, situated

on the pike leading from Har-

leysville to Souderton. It was

commenced by Rudolph Harley,

in 1746. One tombstone we

found bears the date of 1758.

On this lot a frame house was

erected bj' the Dunkards in

1843, in which worship is held

on alternate Sundays. The

history of this burying ground
and meeting house will also be

given in another part,
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F'ART XV.

ACCOUNTS OF THE POOR OF THE TOWXSIITP.

From the toAvnship book,

elated March 25, 1766, we

copied some accounts which

will be of interest. It will,

however, be observedby aglance
over this book, where the yearly
accounts of the ' 'overseers of

the Poor" were kept, that in

the early settlement of the

country very little appears to

have been done for the support
of the poor The population
was sparse, labor was in demand
on every side, and necessities

of the people were limited to

such few absolute requirements
that pauperism could scarcely

be said to exist, which, of course,

is quite different from the pres-

ent, when we think pauperism
has reached its highest point.

The society of Friends, tlie

Mennonites and the Dunkards

have invariably su]:)ported their

own unfortunate poor tu the

present time, which, however,

seems to become more of a bur-

den every day to these frw de-

nominations.

Durimi' the whole colonial

period, down to the erection of

a house for the support and

employment of the poor, they

were maintained bv their re-

spective township or district.

For this purpose two overseers

were appointed for each dis-

trict by the judges of the

county courts. Their duties

were to secure for those com-

mitted to their charge homes

and employment at the most
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favorable rates. An act was

passed in 1771 that provided for

two overseers in every town-

ship by the justices at a special

meeting to be held every year.

The expenses incurred in pro-

viding subsistence, shelter and

employment for those whom
misfortune had rendered a bur-

den to society was to be suppli-

ed by the regular county rate.

The overseers were responsible
for the collection of the amount

assessed and were required to

pay over the money in their

possession. A record was kept
of the poor and an order of the

justice of the peace was neces-

sary to be admitted to the list

before assistance could be fur-

nished. All those havino- near

relations who were paupers,
were compelled to support them,
if their circumstances enabled

them to do so. Among the

duties of the overseers were

supplying the immediate wants

of families reduced to poverty,
and in case of death to give them
a decent burial. Those that

could work were kept on a farm

among the farmers. On the

formation of the countv and

prior the justices of the court

made the following appoint-

ments for overseers of the poor

of the township, which, how-

ever, does not embrace all since

the incorporation of the town-

ship, 1731. They are recorded

in the township book in the fol-

lowing manner : In 1769 James

Robison and Jacob Hacman, in

1779 Michael Shoemaker and

Jacob Leite, Sr., in 1785 again

Michael Shoemaker and Jacob

Leite, Sr., both resigned, and in

their stead Jacob Leidy, Jr.,

and Yelles Landis were appoint-

ed ;
in 1788 Christian Chres-

man and Yell is Landes, in 1790

Abraham Nice and Jacob Hen-

gen, in 1794 Martin Dethwiler

and Henry Siple, in 1796 John

Dethwiler and John Swartley,

in 1799 Christian Moyer and

Andrew Shwartz
,
in 1 8 1 George

Shneider and Abraham Rosen-

berger, in 1802 James Zohem

and John Wilson, in 1803 Chris-
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tian Hunshero-er, Sr., and Chris- overseersof the respective town-

tian Hunsberger Taylor, in 1804

Tobias Sholl and Henry Landes,

in 1805 Abraham Delb and

Jacob Swartley, 1806 John Alt-

hoiis and John Sahler, in 1807

John Bergey and Isaac Moyer.
From this date on the overseers

of the poor were notified by the

directors of the poor house,

which was established from acts

of the State Legislature, to be

present at the poor house in or-

ships were to be present, on ^Am

the expediency of petitioning

the Legislature of the State for

the privilege of building a poor

house, for the use and benefit

of the destitute of Montgomery

county. But litt'.e was done in

the county on this point until

March 10th, 1806, when an act

was passed authorizing the pur-

chase of a farm and to erect

thereon suitable buildings for

der to receive the paupers of the purpose by the county,

the township, with their goods, Subsequent acts were ])asse<l

to be valued by two persons ap-

pointed i'oY that purpose. The

subject of providing a house and

home of employment of the

poor, instead of the former

method of having them workino;

or boarding around with those

who would consent to recieve

them, began to recieve attention

soon after the formation of the

county (1785). The first move

in this direction was the holding

of a public meeting at the house

of John Davis, in Norristown,

January 23, 1801, when all the

January 26, 1807 and Dccciu-

ber 22, 1806. The liousr was

not ready for the county until

1808, when the directors notified

the overseers of the })()or
of the

respective townships of the

county, as stated before, to di-

rect the poor with their goods

to the newly erected poor house.

Isaac Moyer and John Bergey

were overseers of the i)oor
of

Franconia township at that date

and they at once removed their

poor to the new poor house on

the Schuylkill. AVe, however,
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found that at this time only a

single individualwas maintained

by the township, and this being
a girl. In the township book,

where the auditors kept their

yearly accounts of the overseers

of the poor of the township of

Franconia, we clipped the fol-

lowing :

"March 20, 1807.

We, the subscribers, as free-

holders of Franconia township,

who, being auditors chosen by
the township aforesaid, for

malving settlement for the en-

suing year of the last overseers

of the poor, namely, John

Sahler and John Althous, that

they have to pay for supporting
a young girl twenty pounds, and

balance in hand which they
have to pay to the new over-

seers, John Berkey and Isaac

Moyer, two pounds, nine shil-

lings and six pence."

Testes :

Michael Shoemaker.

Captain Summers .

John Bergey and Isaac Moyer
being next overseers they re-

ceived the balance in the treas-

ury, which they, during their

term, together with the poor

girl maintained by them, hand-

ed over to the poor house erec-

ted for this purpose. Thus

ended the maintaining of the

poor in this townhip. From
this time on a tax was levied on

the freeholders of the townships
of the county for the mainte-

nance of the poor of the county,
which is the practice yet to the

present day.

We here give place to another

Auditors' account as set down
in the township book :

Phtladelpitia,
March 25, 1768.

To cash the overseers reciev-

ed of the previous overseers five

pounds, ten shillings and six

and one-half pence. By cash

they paid for the burying of a

poor person two pounds, seven-

teen shillings and eight pence.

Examined this account and find

a balance of two pounds twelve

shillings and ten pence, which

is ordered to be paid to the sue-
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CGeding overseers, which are

Jacob Del)twhiler an.l George

Stump.

Testes :

Sam G. Mi in hi,

Geo. Bryant,
Jacob Hall.

Below this auditors' notice

the following note is written :

"In 1767 the township of Fran-

conia had no poor." The follow-

ing shows the amount expended

by the township of Franconia

. for the maintenance of the poor
in the township in every decade

often years: In 1766, seven-

teen pounds, sixteen shillings

and nine pence ; in 1777, six-

teen pounds and two pence ; in

1786, thirty-nine pounds ; in

1796, twenty-six pounds and

two pence ;
in 1806 the auditors

made the followino; settlement

of the overseers of the poor of

the tow^nship :

March 18, 1806.

We, the subscribers, as free-

holders of the township of

Franconia township as auditors

for making settlement for the

4o

ensuing year of the last over-

seers of the poor, namely,
Abraham Delb and Jncob

Swartley, and found that the^•

have paid for supporting the

poor of the township, and ex-

penses did come to twentv-five

pounds 16 shillings and eight

pence. Balance in hand which

they have to pay to the over-

seers, John xllthouse and John

Shaler, which is five pounds and

fourteen shillino-s.

Testes :

Michael Shoemaker,

John Gerhart,

Auditors.

Thus we see that the expense
for maintaining the poor in the

township a hundred j'ears ago

were only trifling in pi'oportion

to the present, but it is evident

that pauperism among us is in-

creasing in spite of th(^ great

diminution taking place in the

use of intoxicating li<piors anrl

the considerable increase oi" ini-

ioration, which must be adiiiit-

ted that a oreat nund)er are ini-

provident paupers.
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The expenses for maintaining sioners on requisition of the

the present poor house are met directors of the poor house, and

by funds raised from taxes through their order paid by the

levied by the county commis- county treasurer.
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r^y\RX XVI.

THE LUTHERAN CONGREGATION

In onr pre^'ioiis parts we
treated upon religion of the

township, in this part we desire

to give the entire history of the

churches and burying grounds
within the limits of the town-

ship. To meet this want we
were furnished with the neces-

sary papers of the various con-

gregations. The early settlers

were, with few exceptions, Ger-

mans, who were in many cases

driven hither by the scourging

wars, and religious persecutions

then raging in Europe. Being

pious men and women they soon

formed themselves into religious

societies, which I am now to

treat, as they settled within our

limits. The Indianfield Luther-

an Church, as stated in our

previous parts, was the first i-e-

ligious edifice in the township,
and undoubtedly the Lutherans

comprised the greater ]inrt of

the earlier settlers, but they do

not at the pres<?nt time, how-

ever, comprise more than ouv-

third of the popubition, the

Mennonites are fully u]) to their

present membership. lIo\ve\'er,

the Lutheran is the most nntii-

erous denomination in Mout-

gomery county, having twenty-

five houses of worshi[) in 1S70,

probably more now. Most of

their ancestors came from the

German nations of Central

Europe between 1 71 and 1 770.

Like most of onr early settlers,

they were refugees from rehg-

ious disabilities in the Old
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World, bringing a sterling faith

and domestic habits with them.

From the date of the foundins;

of their mother churches, the

Old Goschenhoppen and St.

Augustus, Trappe, their emmi-

gration and settlement must

have been large and rapid dur-

ing the j)eriod named. As Gor-

don in his -Gazetteer" of 1832

puts down the Lutheran

churches of Montgomery at

eight, which w^ere increased as

above stated. This denomina-

tion has undergone fewer

changes by transplanting from

Europe to America, and has

been less rent by schisms and

disagreementsamong themselves
than any other. Some years

ago a few of their congregations

held "protracted meetings," but

none do so at present in this

county. Like most denomina-

tions, the Lutherans have an or-

ganization to promote church

extentions, and it is found their

great increase to be due to the

practice of regularly catechising

the youth at proper age and in-

ducting them into the church

fellowship by rite of confirma-

tion. The elficiencv of this

mode of keeping up church

membership leads some to con-

clude that it is a better method

than that in vogue of "disci-

pling" the people by protracted

meetings as an adjunct of Sab-

bath school instructions. The
advocates of the latter svstem

allege that religion learned in

the former mode only fills the

head, while the heart or affec-

tions are unreached by it. The

Indianfield Lutheran church, of

which w^e are now sioinii; to treat

is one of the oldest Lutheran

congregations in Pennsylvania,
and was from the beginning en-

tirely Lutheran. A log church

was built in 1730, the first re-

ligious edifice in the township,

enlarged in 1766, and rebuilt in

1792, and gave place to the

present stone church, which, in

1868, received, for the third

time, a new roof of slate, being

repaired again in 1881. The

building committee composed of
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J. B. Wampole, J. Benner anrl

R. It. Cressman. The ground

plan of the present churrh is of

rectangle in form, with a leno-th

of 54 feet facing southeast and

the end facing northeast 40 feet.

It is one story high and isahout

twenty feet to the ceiling.

The building is graced with

an elegant tower ninety-five feet

in height. The architecture

is the work of Jonathan B.

Wolf, of Telford, and presents

quite a model of architecture.

The interior is filled ud most
J.

admir.d3lv and the decorations

an:t paintings being fine work of

art, and contains a gallery on

three siJes, which is refitted on

one side with a celebrated pipe

organ secured in 1820, and there

being connected with the church

at various times a good choir

and at the present needs no

commend.

There was a school house situ-

ated near this church in early

times, which was abandoned

and afterwards refitted for the

janitor of the <diurch. It was

CONIxV TOWNSHIP. 4!)

George Smith who lived last in

this school house, when at the

time, in 1884, it was consumed

by fire. It was here that maiiv
•

of the early church records were

destroyed. The creation of a

congregation in Sellersville took

away many members, but were

still in 1885 over 200 commu-
nicants. As a part of the Gos-

chenhoppen charge it has ])eon

since 1752 connected with the

ministerium of Pennsvlvania.

The present constitution was

adopted in 1836, and the exist-

ing church record was beijun in

1753 bv Pastor Frederick

Schultz. The earliest Pastor

known wasJohn Conrad Andrea,

who came to this countrv in

1742 from Zweibreucken, land-

ed in Philadelphia and settled

in Goschenhoppen. He assumccl

charge of the Goschenlioppcn,

NewGoschenhoppcmand Indian-

field churches, where he re-

mained until 1751. In that

year Lucas Kaus began services

as catechet under Pastor 11. .M.

Muhlenberg's direction. He
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services in 1752, terest ;
since the organization of

50

closed his services in

when the Rev. Frederick

Schultz hecame pastor and serv-

ed until 1763, when Rev. Joseph

Roth succeeded him
;

from

1758 to 1770 Rev. John Michael

Enterlein was pastor, from 1770

to 1795 Rev. Conrad Reller,

Rev. Frederick Geisenhainer,

1795 to 1797; Rev. George

Reller, son of Conrad, 1797 to

1840 ;
Rev. Englebright Peixto,

1840 to 1864 ; Rev. Frederick

Waltz from 1865 to the present

day. The congregation was

originally formed by the Rev.

J. Conrad Andrea, an expelled

Lutheran Clergyman in Ger-

many, who, without any recom-

mendation, so insinuated him-

self into their confidence that he

became their pastor, but who
was soon afterward discharged

for immoral conduct. The first

reoular Lutheran minister was

the Rev. Lucas Raus, who-

preached two years to the con-

gregation.

The graveyard is an ancient

one and an object of much in-

the church (1730), no doubt,

1500 may have been buried

here. To meet the increasing

demand for space for burying

the graveyard has been enlarg-

ed again and again, and at this

writing (1886) the congregation

again enlarged their burying

grounds by purchasing a tract

of land of Tobias Wile, for $300.

On a visit to this graveyard we

copied some very old dates

from headstones. We think,

however, that the very oldest

buried here bear no dates or in-

scriptions at all, at least, we

find many of this kind. Most

grave stones of this kind have

sunk in the ground and are al-

most invisible. Some of the

earliest buried here which 5ire

marked with stones having let-

ters and figures are M. Conrad,

1769; S. Cressman, 1767; H.

R., 1790; Sn. Do., 1771; H.

E. N. M., 1777; I. F., 1776;

A. R. 1776 ;
S. XL 1768 ;

we

also copied the following sur-

names: Barndt, Nace, Cressman,
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Herman, Kramer, Keiler, StiU- tery. On a visit to the place
wagon ,Wambold ,

K ing,Gehman ,

Dannehower, Bilger, Soucler,

Frederick, Gerhart, Badman,
Ritter, Haens, Musselman, Beltz,

Rosenberger, Kober,Reller,Ben-

ner, Kratz, Herr and Conrad.

We also find here the o-rave of

Pastor John George Reller,

whose tomb is marked with

a Hag stone. Rev. J. G. Reller

was pastor of the congregation

forty-three years.

At the present writing the

congregation has purchased a

tract of land from Tobias Wile,

for $o{)(), and has been laid out

into convenient lots for aceme-

while the work was in progress

we had reason to believe that,

when finished, the cemetery will

be one of the grandest and best

arranged cemeteries in Mont-

gomery county.

The janitor's house connected

with the church was built in

1834. The present incubent

is David Cressman. We are

proud to state, on inquiry as to

the unity of this congregation,

that harmony prevailed fi^om

the beginning to the present

day and reliiiious uiiit\' was

maintained in iienei'id.
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PtEFORMED CIIURCII DOCTRINE INDIAN CREEK REFORMED CHURCH ITS

BURYING GROUND—LETDY's REFORMED CHURCH ITS BURYING GROUND.

Contemporaneous with Luth-

erans, the old "German Re-

formed," or "German Presby-

terians," came to our country
from different parts of Germany,

they only differing; from their

countrjnien as Zwingle and

Calvin disagreed from Luther

about some non-essential doc-

trine, and the proper form of

church Government. They
were stern defenders of the llolv

Scriptures as the sole rule of

faith and as the perpetuity ofthe

Sabbath as a day of divine ap-

pointment. The Heformed de-

nomination in Pennsylvania

,ii;athered cong^regations as rap-

idly as the Luthei'ans. Gordcm

in his "Gazetteer" of 1S^J2 sets

down the nund)er of lleformed

coniireoations in Monto•omer^^~ ~ ~
«

countv at seven, which bv 1870

had increased to nineteen, in

1880 to twenty-three and in

188(3 to twenty-five congrega-
tions. This church has suffered

more from schismatic influence

than the Lutherans, though no

serious open rupture has ever

taken place, but rather disa-

greements, mainly consisting of

old and new views of theoloiiv

and old and new measures, such

as protracted, night and prayer

meetings for the promotion of

vivals. One thini;- in our churcli

history stands to the credit of

both Lutherans and Pefoimel

in the colonial age and even

down to the present day, that

they fraternized in building
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houses of worship, which, for conia the services were always

more than a century, in many

cases, have been occupied joint-

ly {ind alternately by both de-

nomination. That is amity in

dissent, a wholesome lesson to

adjacent sects to live peacefully

with each other. As wealth

and more frequent worship have

afforded the means and oppor-

tunitv in recent vears, however,

the desire arose for seperate

l)uildin<>s. So nearly all these

union churches have divided,

and, in most cases, one or the

other erected new buildings.

However, to our knowledge,

there was none of the kind in

our township except when one

house or another was undergo-

in <^ chanoes. The greatest dis-

quietness in all our churches of

the various denouiinations

throuo;hout the German section

is the elapsing of the German

toniiue and the introduction of

the English to accomodate the

new generation, who rather

prefer the latter language, In

our German township of Fran-

conducted in German, with the

exception of late, Avhen Eugli.sh

services are held on alternate

Sunday evenings in the Indian

Creek Reformed church bv l\ev.

Kehm. xVttempts ofalterations

of the German laniiuaiie has

always been resisted by the

elder members of the upper

churches. Sunday schools, too,

which seemed inovations upcm

old customs, was for a while re-

sisted bv elder uiembers until

recentlv, when Sundav schools

were organized in almost evci'v

church, and in some cases

special houses were built.

There are two lU'tbrnicd

churches in the township
—the

Indian Creek and the one called

the Leidv's or Kmamiers He-

formed church. The Indian

Creek Heformed church is the

oldest, is located about one mile

west of Telord on th<' Indian

creek, and was founded in 1 ' •>•>

by llev. Jacob Heese, who was

its first pastor, began hi.- labors

June od, in that year. Among
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the founders of the church were

John Nice, Jacob Arndt, Peter

Gerhart, Jacob Leidy, John

Shellenberger, John Sellers,

William Althouse and Al)raham

Arndt. With the exception of

Arndt these family names are

all presented in the congrega-
tion at present. In 1754 the

present church lot was purchas-

ed of Michael Berra, and in that

vear a loo- church was erected.

This was replaced in 1770 by a

rough stone church, with a hip

roof, which w^as used until 1826,

when the third, 43x48, also Of

stone w^as built. This beinu" a

large and substantial church,

having walls two feet thick, and

the interior w^as well fmished

with a gallery on three sides.

The present church, 42x65 feet,

wasbuilt in 1870, of brick. The

building committee composed of

Andrew^ Hartzell, Martin Shipe
and Henry C. TIartzell. The
cost of buildinir the same was

upwards of $11, 000. This

church has three corner stones,

two of wdiich were altered from

the previous buildings, however,

this beinsi; the fourth church

probably the first, the log

church, did not contain a corner

stone. The building is sur-

mounted to the heisfht of 115

feet, containing a metalic bell

w^eighing 1500 pounds, cast in

Philadelphia, to call together its

w^orshippers, and toll for the

sorrowing, who bury their dead,

and whose tombstones are fast

whitening the capacious ground

upon wdiich they are planted.

The church w%as dedicated to

the congreo-ation in 1880. The

basement is used for Sunday
school purposes. It was here

that a Sunday school was orga-

nized as early as 1868, This

Sunday school connected with

the church at times being pros-

perous until of late when Sun-

day schools were organized in

the neighboring villages, and

tliis one had to be aband(med

for want of support. The in-

terior of the church is fitted up
most elegaiitly, wdtli frescoed

walls. The gallery is graced
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with a large pipe organ secured Fuhrman, 1798
; Michael Ilart-

in 1865. The exterior, too,

presents quite a model of archi-

tecture. At the spot where the

present church stands formerly
stood an old log school house, at

least tradition states so, prior

to the log church. An old

member of this conii;re2:ation in-

formed me that at the time of

this log church the Indians were
'

still plenty throughout the In-

dian creek valley, also that the

old log church contained no

chimney. At that time fire

was unknown in churches, and

the floor being hiid with bricks.

The graveyard here is an old

one and it may be expected that

many have been buried in it,

as it has undoubtedly been used

for more than loO years and

being situated in such a popu-
lous section. On a visit to the

grave yard we copied the follow-

ing from the tombstones, which

we think are among the oldest :

Hannes Fuhrman, 1798; George

G(ur, 1767 ;
John Frederick,

1764 ;
Reib Sellers, 1769; John

zell, 1781; M. B. 11., 1700;

Chr. PL, 1761
; Frederick

Weil, 1767. There are also

many t()m])stones that have no

date at all, anrl pro])ably some

that ' were hurried here still

earlier than the above named.

We also found close to the

church a stone that was engraved
in the following manner : "In

memory of Heinrich Ilartzell,

wife and two children, who emi-

o-rated from the Palatinate in

1727, behig the first settlers iu

Hockhill township, died at an

advanced age." It is also here

where Rev. Jacob Lenn is

buried. On his tondjstone we

found the following: "To the

memory of Rev. Jacob Lenn,

who was born Jamiary 4, 1 77 f
,

departed this life Januiiry 18,

1818, aged foi-tv-three years,

was minister of the KelbrnnMl

churches in Sussix, Ilardwick

and Nolltown four years, and at

Dohickon, Indianiield and

Swam}) nineteen years." His

wife, too, is hurried at his side
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(lied October 30, 1872, aged

iiinctj-one years. The follow-

ing family names we copied in

addition to those already named

and are inserted here for the

use and benefit geanologist,

who mav desire to secure ad-

tional information in this direc-

tion : Gerhart, Scholl, Moyer,

Strausberger, Cressman, Steiner,

Benner, Auchy, Sansel, Troxel,

Sleifer, Kehm, Bauman, Shive,

Sellers, Barndt, Ott, Wack,

Bilger, Hilgerd, Kraft, Huber,

Hendricks, Hengey, Henig,

Raudenbush, Kooker, Fluck,

Bealer, Slutter, Dorn, Ziegler,

Trumbauer, Wile, Frantz, Lenn,

and others. Necessity has com-

pelled them to enlarge the

graveyard again and again, and

contains now more than two

acres, enclosed with a substan-

tial wall, and the yard is sur-

rounded with shade trees.

Here, too, are sheds on all sides

for the protection of horses from

the inclemency of weather dur-

ing all seasons.

leidy's reformed church.

What is known as Leidy's

Beformed church, later Eman-

uel's Beformed church, is lo-

cated below Soudertoii, and was

built in 1858. A siliool house

and a graveyard was there over

a hundred years ago. The

school house was used for pul)lic

worship until it was desired l)y

the neighborhood to build a

house adapted for that purpose,

Its mendjers are from the In-

dian Creek Beformed church,

of which it was for a time a part.

Its pastors have been Bev. P.

S Fisher and J. G. Dengler,

the latter of Avhom is still in

chari;e. Previous to those

named there being no regular

installed ministers. Worship
was held on alternate times.

The church is situated on an

elevated tract (^f land and

affords a beautiful glimpse of

country life. In the yard, too,

on all sides have been jdanted

maple trees for shade.

The grave yard is an old one.

On a recent visit to this burv-
ft'

ing ground we noticed rpiite a
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number of tombstonen that

have been placed there between

the years 1760 and 1780. We
have copied the following sur-

names and are inserted here for

the use of the oieanoloo'ist :

Leidy, Scholl, Fluck, Beidler,

Weiss, Slifer, Snyder, Schnabel,

Ilolzapple, Oberholzer, Kinsey,

Yocum, Nace, Nice, Klein,

Wack, Hunsberger, Schwenk,

Shellenberger, Miller, Bauer,

Bernd, Eaten, Cressman,

Weaver, Althouse, Bair, Kulp,
Conver Hagey, Garis, Rosen -

berger. Winter, Batzell, Heed,

Delp, Goettler, Sheib, Bitting,

Moj^er, Cope, Lane, Zane, Rudy,
Bloom, Landis, Worman, Lever,

Robartaux, Savalcool, Mayers
and others. We have found in

in this graveyard more old

stones bearinii; dates and without

dates than in any other bury-

ing ground in the township.
We judged the nu]nl)er buried

here probably two thousand

together with the more recent

buried.

The remains of Rev. Casper

Wack shunbers ])eneath the sod

of this graveyard, from his

tombstone we have «H)pied the

following : Sacred to the mem-

ory of Rev. Casper Wack, who

departed this life the 17tli of

July, 1830, aged eiiihtv-seven

years.
And is your pastor i^oiie ;

Is lie no more that livinir tnitli

That we have seen befoi-e.

He is jjfone, he's past the gloomy sha<le of

ni,i4ht,

Safe landed in eternal realms of Ijoht.

Hai)i)y exchange, t(> part '.vith all heh)\v for

woi'lds of bliss wheie joy mifathn^-

How;
Trium])liin^iii his frientl, who will ht> yours
If you pursue the path lie oft t;inuht to

you.

His wife, Barbara Wack, is

Ijuried bv his side, aged ei^ihty-

six years. Their graves are

marked with a tlaiistone. The

old graveyard is oicloscd with

a substantial stone wall. Tlici-c

is also a cemetery connected

with the church which has been

recently ()i)ened, is situate on

elevated ground, arranged and

divided in convenient lots and

enclosed with a board lence. A
mmiber of interments have

already been made, and (|uite

a mnnber of lots are enclosed

with iron fences.
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DUNKARDS OR GERMAN BAPTISTS-— THEIR PRINCIPLES EMIGRATION TO

PENNSYLVANIA THEIR HOUSE OF WORSHIP BURYING GROUND.

Nearly simultaneous and inter-

mixed with the Mennonite emi-

gration came the German Bap-

tists, who had been stio-matized

and persecuted in Germany
under the name of "Anabab-

tists"(rebaptisers). They Avere

a very pious and devoted people

differing little from the Menno-

nites, except in the rite of bap-

tism, which, with them, is

ahvays administered by what is

called "triune immersion," the

penitent being dipped three

times, lace downward, in the

name of the Trinity, hence

the appellation Dunkards

(dippers). They differ from

Mennonites also in strictly

observing feet washing and

the love-feast, a sort of sim-

ple supper of plain food, to tes-

tify brotherly unity and love.

They also differ from the Men-

nonites in this part of the coun-

try in holding revival meetings

after the manner of English

speaking Baptists. In commi^n

with all denominations })earini2:

the name of Baptist, they utter-

ly reject infant baptism as un-

scriptural. The Bible is their

only creed. There was pub-

lished in a weeklj^ newspaper
an article on the Dunkards,

wdii(ih was certainlv a very read-

able and interesting article,

Avhere, among other things, it is

stated that the term "Dunkard"

is used indiscriminately for sev-

eral denominations of a kindred

nature. The proper term of the
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sect is German Baptist or

Bretlireii, havin<2; assumed the

latter name for themselves, on

account of what Christ said to

his disciples, "One is your mas-

ter, even Christ, and all ye are

brethren." They originated in

Schwartzenan, in the year 1708,

in Germany. The first constit-

uents were eight neighbors, six

men and two women, ''who

aiireed to read the Bible in com-

])aiiv." Thev desired Alexan-

der Mack as their minister to

b:»[)tise them, but he deeming
himseir in reality uubaptised re-

fused; upon which they cast

lots to find out who should l)e

the administrator of the baptism.

On whom the lot fell was care-

fidlv ccmcealed. They were

baptised in the river Eder, and

then formed themselves into a

church, choosing Alexander

Mack as their minister. They in-

creased rapidly and had congre-

gations inMarieborn and P]})stein,

with John Naas an I ('hristian

Levy as their ministers in those

plices. Perse.'ution quicldy

drove them thence
; some to

Holland and some to ('refelt.

Soon after the mother churi'h

voluntarily removed from

Schwartzonan to Serustervin, in

Freisland, and from thence emi-

grated to America in 1710. In

1721) the Brethren of Crefelt

followed. As to theii" principles

they believed that thev should

do what the Bible says and not

what it miiilit mean. They

preserve their ancient customs,

their lives are singularly pure

and unseHish. They recently

established a C(jllege in the West,

which cont lins a large portion

of the remarkable libnirv of A.

H. Cassel, of the sister township

Halford, being a noted .Mnti(|n:i-

rian and a Duidvard. The cen-

sus of 1 S70 places the nunduM'

of their congregations or houses

of worship at nine. They ;ire

located [)rincii);dly nlong th<'

Pei-kiomen ;nid its tributMries.

Tin? Diinkiirds h:i\(! only one

house of worsiii]) in this town-

ship, where worship is held only

on ;ilfe]'u;ite Smulavs. 'I'h(^
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building is a frame structure 30

x42 feet erected in 1843 and is

located about one mile east of

Harleysville, on the turnpike

leading from Harleysville to

Soudert(m. This place was used

in early times as a private bury-

ing ground, and was opened by

Rudolph ''Harley as early as

1740. On a visit to this burv-

ing ground we copied the fol-

lowing names and dates : M.

H., 1743; A. H., 1758; H. K.

St., 1783; B. H. 1791 ;
A. H.,

1794; I. 0. H., 1793; I. H.,

1795; H. S., 1794; N. S.,

1783; A. S., 1802. Among
the aged buried here we find the

following : Jacob Stauffer, 76

years ; Jacob Stauffer again, 81

years ; John S. Harley, 79

years ; Samuel Harley, 8 1 years ;

Samuel Harley, 82 years, and

Samuel Johnson 81 vears. The

graveyard is not very large but

seems as if many have been

buried there on the little spot.

The surnames which appear on

the stones are Harley, Markley,

Cassel, Moyer, Kurth, Freed.

Hahs, Walter, Kindig, Hartman,

Fronefield, Shelly, Johnson,

Young, Frederick, Henge, Bin-

der Kline, Schissler, Schueck,

Landes, Stauffer and Brey. The

tombstones are of various sizes

and designs, some being four

feet high, and the inscriptions

are about as numerous now in

English as in German. The

Dunkards are very plain people
in dress, permit individuals to

exercise their own judgment re-

specting the size, inscription and

pattern of their monuments, as

may be observed in any of their

burying grounds. This bury-

ing place contains about one

acre of ground enclosed with a

substantial fence. There are

also trees in the yard, such as

oak, hickory and sassafras, all

of which appear to be very old

trees. The "Dunkards" who

])ury here and hold alternate

services in the house have also a

meeting house on the west side

of the Indian creek, just over

the Franconia line in Salford,

which iri their regular place- of
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v/orship. The present ministers Jacob Booz, with a membership
are William P. Price, Jonas reaching nearly two hmidred.

ITarley, Henry A. Price and
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1 'Al>i1^ XVIX.

TITR MKNNONTTES TTTEIR DOCTRINE SCTTTSMS OF THE MENNONITE C'lIURrTI

^FRANCONIA .MEETING HOUSE AND ('ONCJREGATION SOUDEUTON

MEETING HOUSE.

Almost contemporaneous to

the (Quakers came the disciples

of Meimo Simon, usually called

the Menncmites. No (Juakers

are known to have ever settled

in our township. The Menno-

nites, too, were long in this

country hefore they settled in

this township. Penn had made

the ac(piaintance oC these people
in their native country and after

foundinu" oi' the colony invitpd

them to enu,i;rate to Pennsyl-

vania, which some of them did

as early as 1 (k]o, and many more

in the early years o[ the last

century, In faith tliev are

mainly evangelical, as shown hv

a confession instituted at Dort,

in UiP>2. Thou-li they hold

peculiar views ai)out the "Per-

sons" of the Trinity, still thiiv

are Trinitarians. Tliey baptize

adidts only by pouring, and

partake of the Lord's supper ;

oriiiinallv observed feet wash-

ing, and imly allow marriage

"in the Lord," or I)etween

church mend)ers. Their testi-

mony against w^ar, oath litiga-

tion, and ])articipati()n in the

affairs of civil government and

against civil ccmstraint in mat-

ters of religion has e\er been

maintained from the hrst. In

industries, plainness of attire

and speech, and frugality tliey

are in exact accord with the

(^lakers. It is known that the

lesser German and especially
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the peace sects, as individuals

and societies, resist innovations

in dress, customs and worship,

in short, concerning everything

brought with them from their

Fatherhuid ;
hence these, as also

their tenacitv in religious be-

lief exposes them to constant

schisms, In the interior of the

State there are several branches

of the society unknown in our

township, called '^Omish,"

"IIoo])er," etc. In Montgom-

ery county there have been

several divisions of the Menno-

nite body. The first one took

place in 1847, in what is called

Old and New Mennonites. The

latter party w^as led by Rev.

Abraham Hunsicker, a bishop,

who thoufrht the old testimonies

of the society against scholastic

learning and general participa-

tion should be reformed. Five

vears afterward finding himself

and his adherents trannneled

and uncomfortable in the "new

division" he withdrew and or-

o-anized the Trinity Christian

church, which, in doctrine, ac-

cord with the old societies, ex-

cept in patronizing institutions

of learnino', Sundav schools, re-

vival meetings and the like.

There are two prosperous socie-

ties of this denomination, one

inFreelandand one at Skippack-
ville. Subsequently divisions

in Bucks and Lehigh counties

were oriianized under the title

of Evangelical Mennonites.

Several of these small parties

are known bv the names of their

leaders, such as "Funkites,''

"Oberholtzer," "Johnson" and

"Herrites," all of which appel-

lations they repel, of course.

The last one of the four named

takes its name of John Ilerr, of

Lancaster county. They have

two or three societies in Mont-

gomery county, and one in ear-

lier times in this township, but

have become extinct. We shall

treat on the Ilerrite congrega-

tion in Franconia in a forthcom-

ing part. The Meimonites hav-

in<r one conuregation and two

houses of W()rshi|) in this town-

ship, and having a menibershii)

of nearlv five himdred and still

fast increasing.
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The first meeting house built space it has been enlarged again

was probably as early as 1730,

at least tradition states so, of

stone. The second and the

present large house was also of

stone, 45x75 feet, and has a

seating capacity of over eight

hundred. The present officiat-

ing ministers are Jacob Landes,

Bishop Josiah Clemmer, Michael

Moyer and Deacons Abraham

Clemmer and Jacob Freed. The

attendance is regular and on fair

davs the house is filled to over-

flowing. This meeting house,

as is usual with Mennonites, is

surrounded by noble shade trees,

particularly oak and maple.

Some of the former undoubtedlv

remnants of the ancient forests.

Ikuv, too, on all sides are ex-

tensive sheds for the protection
of horses from the inclemencv

of the weather in all seasons.

There is also a well of lasting'

Avater in the yard. The grave-

yard here is an object of interest

and since used for a burial

ground, no doubt, one thousand

have been hurried here. To
meet the increasing demand for

and again and comprises now
about two acres of ground, usu-

ally enclosed with a substantial

stone wall, but recently replaced

with a substantial board fence.

On examining this ground at

leisure we find the time honored

names of Nice, Moyer, Clemmer,

Souder, Gehman, Freed, Swart-

ley, Landes, Bergey and others.

We propose to give some of the

names we copied therefrom

which may prove of interest to

some of their surviving kindred

or friends residing beyond the

neighborhood. We copied the

following names as we passed

through the graveyard on our

recent visit : Godshall, Nice,

Ha2:ev, Youna* Musselmaii, Det-

weiler,Landis,Hackman,Krupp,

Ziegler, Kolb, Conver, Shoe-

maker, Freed, Bergey, Wesler,

Bar, Weierman, Johnson,

Schranger
,
B i 1 1enhouse

,
De 1p ,

Swartley. Alderfer,Souder,Geh-

man, Kindig, Yocum, Halman

Kriebel, Frederick, Moher, Weil,

Benner,Yelles,Buth, Clemmens,

Oberholtzer, Klaen, Derstine,



HISTORY OF FRANCONTA TOWNSHIP. 05

Stover, Schleifer, Preice, Sell, be prized in after years. We
Mark ley, Umstead, Dettery,

Kratz, Yoder and Cassel. We
here find many stones bearing
no names or dates at all, and

we also find stones bearini>' the

date of 1760, which beinn: the

earliest we could find, however,

we suppose interments may have

been made much earlier, as the

many stones that have sunk

into the ground, almost invisi-

ble, bearing no date or inscrip-

tion at all may prove.

The history of the Mennonite

congregation is hard to chroni-

cle as no records are kept by the

congregation from time to time,

and, therefore, undoubtful much

of interest is left unwritten.

But like the husbandman in the

harvest field .there is alwavs

something" left for the gleaner.

So the minor occurrences, if not

gathered by the local historian,

is lost to us and our children. It

is to those who follow after us

that most of this interest is at-

tached. We seeing things as they

transpire before our eyes do not

realize how highly they would

therefore chronicle facts as they

are presented to us.

The first step leading to the

founding of this'conoTea'ntion is

due to Heinrich Funk, who

emigrated from Europe in 1710

and settled at the Indianfield,

havinii: five miles to his nearest

neighbor, conserpiently being

the earliest settler in the town-

ship. There came more of his

brothers and settled with him,

when they oruanized a Menno-

nite congregation and he (Hein-

rich Funk) being elected minis-

ter. In 1731 Christian Funk

was born, a son of the named

Heinrich Funk, married in I7')l

and remained at home with his

father. In 17-')7 he b(.'ing ap-

a[)p()inte(l
minister by his I'ather,

who died in 1700. Christan

Meyer being the first deacon of

the C(mgregati(m, and soon after

Isaac Kolb was elected bishop,

and not long theresd'ter troid)le

began between Kolb and Meyer,

to such an extent tiiat Kolb, at

the yearly conference, suggested

to withdi'aw IVom the congrega-
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tion if he had to remain in ser-

vice with Meyer. Through the

advice from strange nunisters

the cono-reo-ation decided to

elect new ministers. The lot

fell on S^amiiel Bechtel and

Christian Funk. After the lot

was cast Meyer and Kolb were

aoaiii in harmony with each

other, and offered to restore

their services again to the con-

gregation. The congregation

from this time (1755) remained

in peace and being properous
until the breaking out of Revo-

lutionar}^ war between the

American colonies and En2:lish

in 1774. The immediate cause

of this war was the rio'ht of tax-
(J

ation without representation, as

claimed by England. The

American colonies pleaded that

Enii;land had no ri^ht to tax

them without their consent, as

tliey were not allowed to send

representatives to the English

Parliaments they could not give

their consent. The British

Parliament passed several acts,

one of which imposed a tax or

duty on all merchatidise impor-

ted, but the iVmericans refused

to comply with the act
; How-

ever, the king sent a cargo of

tea to Boston and to collect

therefrom the duty or tariff,

the ship was, however, boarded

by Bostonians and emptied the

chests containing tea into the

harbor ; thereupon the king sent

a re2,iment of sokliers to Boston;

soon after their arrival the sev-

eral colonies called together a

Congress and army, During
all this time the colonv of Penn-

sylvania remained in peace
because the colony of Pennsyl-
vania did not belomi; to the kinii;

of England, as it was given to

admiral Penn as a part for pay
for services rendered to the

British Parliament. After his

death this tract of land came

into the hands of his son Will-

iam, who was a Quaker, and he

made known through Europe
that he had a i>Tant of land in

America, where he invited all

prosecuted Christians, securing

for them po-itical freedom and

religious intolerenc3, *'life, lib-

erty and the pursuits of happi-



ness
57

IILSTORY OF FRANCONTA TOWNSHIP. 07

This being the main vention. Many wanted to cite
rn

cause that induced our forefath-

ers to leave their homes in

Europe and emigrate to a wil-

derness, inhabited Ijy wild men
and beasts. Living here in

peace and enjoying their liberty

until the outbreak of the Revo-

lutionary war. It was in the

year 1776 when our township
was notified to hold a meetino-

c5

and to appoint three men, who

should be sent to a convention,

where it would be decided

whether our State of Pennsvl-

vania would also enter into war

with England, as the other

States already did, or whether

it would remain neutral or cite

with Eno'land. These circum-

stances made the Mennonites

believe that their religious free-

dom would probably have to

suffer. The township meeting
thus called comp(^sed of Luther-

ans, Heformed and two-thii-ds

of the number constituted Men-

nonites. The whole township
beino* assend)le(l and consider-

able difficult}' was experienced

in electing delegates to the con-

with Europe, while others sup-

ported the new constitution and

cited with the other States

already in war. These circum-

stances had caused the Menno-
nite congregation in this town-

ship considerable difficulties and

bitterness amonu* its members.

Suffice to sav that we cannot

give the entire history thereof

as it would make a work Hke

this of volumes. Christian

Funk, a resident of this town-

ship, wrote a i)amphlet in Ger

man in 1(S()1), under the follow-

ing title: "xV Mirror for all

Mankind." Christian Funk was

a faithful minister of the work

of God anionii" the Mennonites

during and after the AniericMu

Revolution. It was wi*itten in-

clusivelv trom eireunistances
«

connected with the FnmeoniM

Mennonite congregjition dui'ing

the Kevolutionai'v war.

SOUDKRTON MKKTINd IIOrSK.

The Soudei'ton meeting house

was built in 1S7<), of brick, I'J

X'V) icL't. Urium: located (»n the

western outskirts of the vilbige
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on an elevated tracit offering a b33n made therein. Here, too,

beautiful glimpse of country

life. There beino; no ordained

congregation at this place ser-

vices are held tri-weekly by
ministers from the various con-

gregations, and the house is

generally well filled by members

are sheds on all sides for the

protection of horses from the

inclemencv of the weather in

all seasons. The ground plan

is laid out elegantly, surrounded

by shade trees, which is an ob-

froin different denominations, ject ahvays well provided by-

There is also a tract of land set our forefathers to have the yard
aside for a graveyard and quite around their house of worship
a number of interments have well provided with shade trees.
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PART XX.

HERRITE DENOMINATION

It is known that the Menno-

ni'tes, especially the peace sects,

as individuals and societies, re-

sists innovations in dress, cus-

toms and worship, in short,

concerning everything brought
with them from their Father-

land ; hence these, as also their

tenacity in religious belief, ex-

poses them to constant schisms.

The Herrites, which we are now
to speak of, is a schism of the

Mennonite church, and was led

by John Herr, of Lancaster

county. They have at present

tw^o societies in Montgomery

county, in Worcester and Per-

kiomen. The one in our town-

ship has become extinct to such

an extent that only a few mem-
bers are scattered in our midst.

They are usually and incorrectly

called Herralites, and their wavs

and views are so peculiar that

some of them are appended.

"They do not or dare not, for

fear of the ban of seperation (a

sort of penance), hear the min-

isters of another denomination

preach." When one of their

members commit a sin or break

their rules, he or she is put

under the ban, and is kept in

avoidance ; then thev do not

eat or sleep with him or her,

nor sit at the same table, under

pain of like censure. These

more than monkish austerities

are calculated to split society

into many factions, yet peace is

so ingrained in their nature thnt

to their credit be it spoken, se-

rious quarrels are rarely report-

ed among them. The *'TTer-
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rites" oj'Iiiiiiate Iroiii the second

seliisiii oCtlie Meiiiionite churcli,

wlueli took pliu'e at the b3gin-

niiii;' of this century, the portion

that withdrew erected tor them-

selves a sinall one-storv stone

nieetini;' house over the Fran-

conia, line in Salt'ord township,

ne ir tliepresjut turnpike leadini^-

to Souderton. By 1850 they had

diminished so that l)uildin!»" was

used onlv tor a school house,

anil in 18-35 it was torn down.

The buildinii' was an old loi;-

structure, and some of the ma-

terial was used to built the pres-

ent "Ilei'rite House" in 1855

situated on the Franconia side,

several hundred yards north of

the Ilarleysville and Sonderton

turnpike. It was here that a

^private burviuii" ground was

maintained and adso used by tlie

llerrites.as there burvinn; o-round

hence it was considered conve-

nient to built their house of

worship at this place. Funds

were raised by contribution for

the erection by a few scattereil

mend)ers of the TIerrite denom-

ination, and others wlio desired

to be buried in this graveyard.

Suffic:' to say that it is supposed
now that they have l^ecome

extinct here. They have houses

of worship in Worcester and

Perki')men tv)wnships and sever-

al in Lanc:ister county.

On a recent visit to the iirave-

yard adjacent to the meetini;'

house lot we copied some very
old dates. Of those Avho sleep

here the stones i>ave us the

familv names of Yoder, Mover,

Kratz, Booz, Landis,FutdN:,Delp,

Kline, \Vis'er, Godshall, Cassel

and others. Wi' also founil

stones bea,rini2; the follow inii'

dates and letters : 17o2, D. E.,

N. I. Q., I. V. N. E. H., H. S.;

1777, G. W. D.; 1783, C. L.;

1703, C.S.; 1783, M.C.; Jacob

Land is, 1807. There are also

many stones bearing' no dates or

letters at all, and others have

sunk into the ground. Amoni*;

the asied slumberini;* beneath the

sod are Christian Funk, aii'ed 80

vears ; Valentine Kratz, 95

years; Abraham Del]), 81 years.

The at'ed iiravevard is certainly

an ()])ject of interest. It con-
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tains about a quarter ofan acre, is sometimes held at this place
enclosed Avith a substantial by ministers of other c()n-reo;a-

tions. The writer attended ser-

vices here on a br-autifid Sab-

bath (lav in June, 1880, with
«

but seventeen persons present.

The minister was a Uew Landis

an offshoot of the Meinionite

board fence, situated on elevated

groimd, with a beautiful o'limpse

of the surroundini!; countrv into

the quiet vallev of the Indian

creek.

It has been a lonsi; time since

the Herrites held their last wor-

ship in this house. Worship church.
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i^ART :kxi.

A^ILLAGE HISTORY.

House.s for the entertaiinneiit

of travelers were soon esta blish-

in Pennsylvania. We find as

the population spread into the

eoinitry, and roads Avere opened,
that at the most prominent

points or intersections inns were

soon located, and soon folloAved
'

]\y the village blacksmith shop
and various small ])usiness es-

tablishments, formini!; villaoes.

The villages in the township
are Telford, Souderton, Franco-

nia and Franconiaville, to which

we ma}^ now add Earlington,

Gehman, Ivising Sun Hotel and

lieliance Hotel, or Midway, a

place between Telford and Sou-

(lert(m. The places away from

the railroad are not very lariie

though supporting the usual in-

dustries of a viUage, l)ut the

places along tlie railroad have

become important places of lais-

iness

TELFORD.

The {\v^i settlers who emmi-

grated to this part of the coun-

try were mostly Germans and

Welshmen a\ ho immii'rated from

Germany and Great Britain. A

part of the land where the vil-

lage of Telford stands, was

bought in 1T'^)7 by Conrad Det-

terer, of Humphrey Murray,
and embraced 120 acres. An-

other tract on the Bucks county

side, was bought by Heinrich

Hartzell, who emmigrated to

this section and boiiiiht different

tracts of land at various times

in 1732, aggregating nearly

1, ()()() acres.

This place became quite early
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an important junction of pu])lic later as County Line,

roads
; what is known as the The first house built in Tel-

County line lload was opened ford was a ()ne-stoi\- stone struc-

in 1732. ure, built in 1825, by John

Since the location and con- Gerhart, on th(' i)reniises now

struction of the North Pennsvl- owned by Dr. J. K. Hauuiau.

yan ia railroad, it has become an and is still iu a jiood state oi"

important place of husiness, preseryation, havinii.- lately re

supporting the usual industries ceiyed a coat of plaster, and is

of a yillai^e. The railroad was now used for storinii" awa\ old

finished ten years before a sta- and more or less useless house-

tion was established at this place, hold utensils. The hou."<e was

there being already rpiite a yil- first occupied by a man u-auied

lage when the station house was John Wolf, a cobbler by tra:le.

l)uilt and arrangements made At that time Telford was a

for the sto])ping of trains, in ([uiet, dull and di-eamy place

18G7. The present station No noise or suioke (roiu Ibrp's

house was luiilt by the comnui- or factories to distuib its trau-

nity, and mcmey was raised by (luility. The ruml)linu- souuds

contri])uti()n for the same. from long ti-aius of cars and

When this place was made a shrill whistle of the locoinotixc

stopi)ing place it was necessjiry had not been di-eam<'<l (y(. A

to a(h)pt a permanent name to steam chopping mill was the

the station and yillage. It was fn-st business euteipiisc at this

at the the time when Mr. Tel- place, was built by Jacob X.

ford was the iireatest civil eni;i- Souder, in 1S")7, and <lid a i:-o(,d

neer in America ;
hence it was busim^ss at times, but was de-

considered a suitable and appro- sti'oyed by fiiv in ISI.I It

priate name for the station. In stood near the
s])()t

whciv the

1849 tlie place was known as present steam mill of .Moses

Hendrick's Blacksmith Slio]) : Shelly is located. There; was
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also a feed store connected with

this mill, and is also to the pres-

ent day. The present mill was

built iii 1884, by C. G. Ikrndt

k Son, who ran it about a year

wlieii they made an assignment
of tlieir property to E. C. Bean,

for the benefit of their creditors.

The whole business establish-

ment was sold at assignee's sale

for $8,000, to Moses R. Shelly,

who, at this writing, is doing a

thriving business.

M. S. Kulp & Bro., A\dio are

running a steam chopping mill

opposite the station, took pos-

session of the same in 1880.

The estaldishment was founded

by F. II. Souder, in 187(').

The (Jountv Line Hotel was

erected in 18-")7, by Jacob N.

Souder. The wash and bake

house still attached to the hotel

was one of the first l)uildini»s in

the village. The followinu is

the line oi landlords of this

hotel : tJacob N. Souder, Alex-

ander Sellers, Abraham P]scli-

bacli, Geoi'ii'e Schwenk and

Isaiah 15anidt, tlie present kind-

lord. There is also ('(mncM'ted

with this hotel a large hall for

the use of singing schools, liter-

ary societies and other public

gatherings. In the av inter of

1884-5 good literary societies

Ave re fiourishiim- here. It is

here Avliere also a sin^inii; class

meets on alternate Sunday e\^en-

ings, for a period extending

back for probably more than

fifteen j'ears.

The Telford Hotel was built

in 18GU, 1)}^
Alexander Sellers.

A post office Avas established

here in 1871 and Mr. Sellers Avas

appointed postmaster, and ever

since the post offi<'.e has remain-

ed at this place. There is also

conne(;ted Avith the hotel a hall

for the use of
pul)li(; meetings

and societies. The line of land-

lords of this hotel are Alexan-

der Sellers, Francis Weisel and

John Kuhn, who has ])osession

at present.

The Adllage contains four gen-

eral stores at this writing. The

first one established was that of

I. G. Gerhart, on the Bucks

county side in 1801, the pres-

ent commodious store buildini!;
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was erected in 1880. The next

establishment ot* the kind erect-

ed was that of J. W. HofF, in

1869. Both stores are doing a

fiouiishing business. The others

were established, and are of less

importance.. A blacksmith shop
was established in the village in

1860, w^hich number has increas-

ed to three.

The first school house in the

village was built in 1876. Prior

to this the scholars of the vil-

lage attended the neighboring-

schools in the rural district.

From this date the village rap-

idlv increased, and a desire for

more and better school accomo-

dation Ptrose among the citizens

and therefore an addition was

was built to the olJ school house

in 1883, and a graded school

founded. E. C. Bean tauiiht

the first term of the Grammar
and of the Primary ; during the

last terms the schools, l)oth

Grammar and Primary, being

crowded with scholars, and it

will roon be necessary to enlarge

the school facilities of the vil-

lage.

< oCON LA TOWNSHIP.

The foregoing deserib(.'d busi-

ness places was about all that

composed the town in its infancy

prior to 1870, with the excep-
tion of a few private dwelling
houses. Finallv it beuan to

grow rapidly in wealth, im-

provement and ]K)pu!arity, until

it reached its present capacity
in population of about (iOO in-

habitants, including about -oO

children under fifteen yeai's of

age, with over 1(H> dwelHng
houses and thirty-five business

establishments.

Three general stores, three

blacksmith shops, two coal and

lime vards, two hay presses,

two hotels, two hardware stt^res,

one steam j)Iaiming and sasli

factorv, two boot and shoe es-

tablishments, one wheel wrii:ht

shop, one cabinet makri", an ag-

ricultural machine shop, two

feed stores, connected with them

extensive chopping mills; .i

clothint!: mamifactorv, one

watchmaker and jeweler, one

physician, two tinsnn'tlis, a

bakery and confcctionarv stoiv,

two Unnber vards, one lurnitun;
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manufactory, a beer bottling es- is in a flourishing condition

tablishment, a marble yard, two

telegraph offices, one saloon, a

cheese box manufactory and

several smaller business estab-

lishments constitutes the busi-

ness places of the village.

There is located here a laroe

Union chapel, built in 1876,

used principally for Sunday
school purposes, and religious

services by ministers of the va-

rious denominations in the

neighborhood, on alternate

times. The building is located

on elevated . ground on Main

street, and surmounted by a bel-

fry. The building committee

was composed of I. G. Gerhart,

Daniel Clowel and Jonan Loh.

There was organized a Sunday
school in the same year, and

ever since a Sunday school flour-

ished here during the whole year
with about 150 scholars enrolled.

The present officers are : Super-

intendents, E. C. Leidy and E.

C. Beans
; secretary, J. D.

Souder and F. H. Keller ; libra-

rian, Wilson Butterwick and R.

R. Hengey. The Sunday sch')oi

SOUDERTON.

The first settlers who emigra-
ted to this section of the country

were Welshmen. The first

building erected ])y them was

on the premises of Ephraim
Freed, on the upper Skippack
below this place. Where the

greater part of the town is now

located, a few hundred yards

east of the railroad depot there

stoo;l an old fashioned loii" house

and a "Swiss" barn, then owned

and occupied by Jonathan

Hunsberger, who also owned all

the ground where now the depot
of the North Pennsylvania rail-

road is located, and where most

of the business is now transact-

ed. Thence along Church road,

a few hundred yards northwest

of the depot, on the right hand

of the road was the residence of

Henry Souder Sr., and on the

left his carpenter shop and lum-

ber yard. Still farther up on

the northwest side of the Skip-

pack creek stood an old log-

cabin, formerly owned by

George Henge, deceased, the
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ancester of the Henges of this

place and vicinity, thence due

north, about one-third mile

north we.st of the railroad depot
was the residence ot Michael

Henge, lately deceased, now
owned by William Ilenge.

These were all the inhabitants

of the town in its infancy, would

say prior to 1850. It is now

probably more than 150 years
since the first settlers set foot on

this section of the country. We
find many of their descendannts

livino; near the original settle-

ment of their ancestors, and

still <i great many keep moving
westward from time to time,

and we now hear of them from

places on the Pacific coast, or

more than three thousand miles

away from the homes of their

ancestors.

Fifty years ago, wh^it is now

the principal street of Souderton,

was a narrow lane, having a

low washed out bed, with high

sloping banks ;
on one side of

which was a forest and on the

other lay barren fields. This

road orifrinallv extended to the

Cowpath road, near the Indian

Creek church, the upper part of

which was abondoned since

1865. What is now known as

Water street was its only

branch.

There were only a few houses

in the surrounding country,

traces of which still remain.

The oldest house in Souder-

ton was built in 1837, by Henry
Souder, Sr., at the corner of

Water street and what is now

known as Main street. This

property is now owned by the

railroad comp;iny, was bougiit

to avoid bridging \\'at('r street

at this point.

About 1843 Henry Sou ler.

Sr., established a lumber yai-d

at this place. The lumber w.is

hauled IVom Point Pleasant, on

the Delaware river, a distmco

of eii>hteen miles.

In the fall of 1^55 S 1).

IIunsbcrger& Bros, commenced

the Hour and feed business op-

posite the ])lace where the riepot

now stands. The i)resent
build-

in<'" was erected in 1801.

The North Pennsvlvaniii rail-
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road was completed in 185G. nppointed postmaster. It:s

Although no depot being built

the place was known as Fran-

conia station, Wm. Souder act-

ing as agent for the company.
The present depot w«as built in

1865. J. C. Landis, was the

first aoent who received a re^^u-

lar salary from the company.

Upon the organization of the

National bank, he beinsr elected

its cashier, resigned ancl Morris

D. Zendt, the present incubent

w^as appointed in 1876 to suc-

ceed him.

The railroad oave a new im-

pulse to business and from this

time the orowth of tlie tov/n

was rapid.

In 1864 Jesse and Joseph
Huber came into the villaiie and

built several houses and estab-

lished a cigar factory which

gave employment for a time to

many persons, but we are sorry

to say, that it suffered the Me
of many others who were en-

gaged in the same business.

A post office named New
Harbor was established May
l'2th, 1860, Wm. Souder was

name was changed January 13,

1864, making it agree with the

name of the station which was

then Souders. William B. vSli-

fer was appointed postmaster
June 12, 1869, who moved the

post office from A¥m. Souder' s

office to his store. It w^as again

removed after the appointment
ofMilton D. Zendt as postmaster,

Februarv 26, 1876. The name

of the post office and station

were changed to Sonde rton in

March, 1876. Postmaster

Zendt resigned June 4, 1885,

and was succeeded November 6,

1885, bv William K. Shellen-

berger, whose appointment dates

from October, 28, 1885. The

post office was again removed

from Hunsberger's store to its

present location, in the store of

Landis & Co.

The Ilarlevsville and Souders

turnpike was chartered June 2,

1863, but was not completed
until 1856. A stao-e route w^as

established between this place

and Green Lane, but was soon

abandoned.
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The Souderton Hotel was founded m 1861 by E. H.
built bv Jonathan Hunsberoer,
in 1(S58. It was occupied bj
FrankHn Zepp, two years,

Alexander Sellers six years,

Frank F. Hendricks seven vears,

Elias Snyder six years, W. D.

Hunsberger three years, W. B.

Si iter two years, and W. B.

Freed, the present landlord,

took possession in 1885.

Liberty Hall, a spacious

building- connected with the

building connected with the

hotel, was built bv W. D. Huns-

berger in 1885.

Tiie store known as Landis &
Co.'s was built in 1860. Sender

& Bergey occupied it four years,

Henry Souder, Jr., two years,

W. B. Slifer fifteen vears and

Landis & Co. since 1882.

Hunsberger 's store was built

in 1860, and occupied by Wm.
D. Hunsberger one year. The

next occupant was Milton D.

Zendt, who took possession in

March 1870. He was succeed-

ed by S. D. Hunsberger & Bro
,

June 1st, 1885.

The first hardware store was

Souder. It was enlarired as

business increased to its present
size. It is now one of the lar-

gest hardware stores in P]astern

Pennsylvania outside of Phila-

delphia. E. H. vSouder carried

on the business tor sixteen years.

In 1877 he formed a partner-

ship with B. C. Barndt,and the

firm was known as E. H. Sonder

& Co. In 1888 E. H. Souder

retired and Danley & Bar/idt

succeeded. B. C. Barndt took

jMJsession in 1884.

Moyer's feed store was found-

ed by H. K. Godshall in ISOl,

who continued in business thr(»e

years and A. K. Frick two

years, Moyer k I5ro. took ])os-

session in 1861). TIr' bulldiui:

wasenlar<re in 1871 and In 18,S2.

In the latter year ;i
('lioj>])iiig

mill was ad<]ed to the business.

M. B. Bergey erectecl a ])lan-

ing mill on Main street in 1862.

It passed into J. M. Soiider's

hands ill 1872. It was removed

to green street its present site,

in 1874. It was destroved bv

fire in 1881, but was rebuilt the
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same year. It was leased in Aug. Tlionias, H. K. Godshall,

1883 by John Gerhab, agent,

who still carries on the busi-

ness.

In 1871 another planning

mill was erected on Chestnut

street by Hemsing & Souder.

On the erection of Souder's

steam saw mill in 1872 adjoin-

ing the place, horse power w^as

superseded by steam. In 1880

the partnership was dissolved

and since that time the business

was continued by H. F. Hemsing,
the present proprietor.

The Unional National bank

was incorporated May 15, 1876,

and opened June 10, 1876, in

Henry Souder's store house, op-

posite the depot. It w^as moved

into its present building, Janu-

ary 1, 1877. It has a capital

of $00,000,00, with a surplus

and undivided profits amounting
to $30,000.00. Its deposits on

May 22, 1886, amounted to

71,304.97, discounts $192,-

713 95. The first board of di-

rectors were I. G. Gerhart, A.

Sorver, C. D. Loch, Henry Ruth,

John S. Moyer, Chas. God^^.all,

G. H. Swartz and M. B. Ber-

gey. The present board con-

sists of I. G. Gerhart, A. Sorver,

John S. Buth, Henry Buth, E.

H. Souder, John B. Moyer, Wm.
Souder, Isaac H. Moyer. J. G.

Metz and Aug. Thomas. I. G.

Gerhart has been president and

J. C. Laiidis cashier since the

organization of the bank. Jas.

M. Sliler was the first teller ap-

pointed January 2, 1877, and

served until 1883 when he re-

signed to accept the position of

cashier of the Farmers' National

bank, Pennsburg, Pa., ])ut is

now cashier of the Topton
National bank. He w^as suc-

ceeded by J. D. Moyer.
On August 2, 1878, Peale &

Goettler, established a printing

office, on Main street, in the build-

ing of Mrs. Barbara Price. On
the fourth day of August the

first sale bill was printed in

Souderton, for the sale of real

estate and personal property of

Henry Yoder, near Franconia

Square. On the 16th of August
the Germania Gazette, a seven
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colanin paper, printed in the building to where it now sta

German language made its ap-

pearance weekly until April 23

1881, when its pubhcation was

suspended, and the German type
sold to John Shupe, at Telford,

In January, 1879, prior to the

suspension of the German paper,

Charles L. Peale withdrew from

the firm and W. F. Gcettler, the

present proprietor succeeded.

On April 1(3, 1881, the Soudpr-

ton Independent, then only a ^ya

colunui folio made its appear-

ance for public favors. On
June 4, of the same year it was

enlarged to six colums, and

again on October 28, 1882, to its

present size.

The printing office w^as moved

from the building of Mrs. Price,

in the Spring of 1880, to the

hotel hall, then owned by W.

D. Hunsberoer, and which was

torn down in the summer of

1881. From the hall the print-

inii- office was moved into an

open shed, then located on the

site of the new hall. The print-

ini>' material was removed from

^he shed in order to move the

and then it was again (^ccu[)i.

On November 26, 1881, the

office was removed to its pres-

ent location.

J. G. Leidy's store was open-
in September, 1882. It is

known as the Central Store.

The business was for ;i short

time carried on by Leidv & Al-

derfer, but since 1883 Mr.

Leidy is the only proprietor.

M. B. Bergey's hosieiy mill

was started Jamiarv 1. ISS-j,

and moved into the new build-

ing September 1, 1885. It gives

employment to fifty-seven pei*-

sons, fortv in the factory and

seventeen outside.

A school house was built on

Chestnut street in 187-'). Prior

to this time the children attend-

ed Five Points and Rosenher-

ger's schools. The teachers

who taught here during the

winter terms were F. (i. \Vile,

(me term, .1. II. Leidy, tin<'(!

terms anrl Jacob A. UiK'lier, (-• "

term. Those that taught s

scription schools were F."

Wile, John A. Wile, I). B. D -
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weiler, J. II. Leidy, Rev. Henry
Gerhart, Albert Miller and A.

M. Alderfer.

As the population of the town

increased more school accommo-

dations were required. lu 1880

the old school building gave way
to the present two-story struc-

ture. It w^ould be an injustice

to the citizens of Sonderton

should we fail to state that thev

volunt;irily raised a considerable

amount of money toward the

new building. The line of

teachers of this school is as fol-

lows : The teachers ofthe Gram-

mar school were I. L. Gehman,
one term, Enos C. Beans, four

terms, C.N. Gerhart, one term;

of the Primary, D. S. Harr, one

term, Chas. White, two terms,

Miss Connie Durrin, one term,

and Miss Jennie Moyer, tw^o

terms. Those that taught sub-

scription schools were F. G.

Wile, J. II. Leidy, Albert Shit-

ler, Jacob K. Moyer and Enos

C. Beans.

The Souderton Library, lo-

cated in the school house was

opened March 5, 1886. V: is

opened for the exchange ofbooks

the first andthird Friday of each

month. The library contains

over two hundred volumes of

travel and adventure, reference,

scientific, biographical and his-

torical works.

There is only one church in

Souderton, buiit bv the Okl

Mennonites. It was dedicated

on Christmas Day, 1879. There

is tri-weekly worship and oc-

casionally at other times. It is

also used by the Sunday school

for about nine months in the

3^ear.

The business of the place may
be summed up as follows: Three

general stores, one grocery store,

two furniture stores, two hard-

ware stores, two shoe stores,

one jewelry store, one drug-

store, one tinware store, two

steam hay bailing establish-

ments, two planing mills, one

saw mill, rim and spoke factory,

one cigar factory, two cigar box

factories, one carriage fictory,

one hosiery mill, two steam

mills, one furniture and oriran

manufactory, one harness man-
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ufactory, two clothing e.stal)lisli-

iiients, two luiiiber yards, two

c(ja,l yards, two blacksmith

shops, one barber shop, two

tailor shops, one repair shop,
one bakery, one printing office,

one National bank, two tele-

gragh offices, one post office and

two hotels. The population of

thv town in 1886 was 611. It

contained li^5 dwellinir houses,

or one for every ^vq inhabi-

tants.

FRANCONIA VILLE,

Is an old-time land-mark, found-

ed by the opening of a hotel and

store. The origin of which is

now scarcely know^n to the old-

est inhabitants of the vicinity.

The l)uil{hniis of the villa<2;e are

plain and substantial, and have

about them the evidences of the

solid comfort and necessities of

life characteristics of the unas-

suming and self-denying ])eople

who possess and iidiabit it.

This place has grown so rap-

idly that it is impossible for any-
one to picture to the young gen-

eration the coinlition and ap-

pearance of things half a cen-

tury {liiO For many years this

section was thinly settled and

being largely covered with W( )od .

It has been but lately that this

section had to \ield to the wood-

man's axe. The place where

the present store and hotel are

located had first to be cleared

from trees. These two business

places, especially the store,

probably date back to the colo-

nial days.

It is now probably a hundred

years since the fii'st house was

built in the villaiie bv Jacob

Shafer. It was located where

the present dwelling house of

Isaac Freed now stands, and is

now about seventy years since

Hagey A. AWand kept stori' in

flu* l)uildini;- ; after that it was

sold to Henry Hackmau, wlio

leased it to Daniel Price. Ten

years afterward it was again

sold to Jacob Harley, who kej)t

store there until 1884, and in

the meantime estabHslied an

hotel ill the same building in

addition to his store business.

The present store house of

Henry F. Ilackman was built
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late, 1878, when Eron Gerhart

bought it of Zeiio Gerhart.

Prior to the construction of the

North Pennsyivania raihoad

this road where this inn is loca-

ted required a, great deal of

team accommodation. It was

one of the great roads leading

from Philadelphia to Allentown,

Easton and Bethlehem. I was

informed by an old resident that

he saw as many as twenty loads

of hay passing the roads in one

string, and one herd of cattle

after the other, but since the

construction of railroads the

traveling on this road has les-

sened.

GERMANS,

A place hardly perce})table to

the stranger, is located in the

northwestern part of the town-

ship, and was founded ])y the

opening of a store. A post

office was established in 1883

and Abner Gehman was app(jint-

ed postmaster. There is also

a clothing manufactory at this

place. This, together with

several .houses, comprises the

vi]la<;'e.
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i^ART :kxii.

PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION

,Thi,s year we close the one

hundred und thirty-fifth year of

incorporation of our township.
There can be no hesitancy in

saying that none of those who
lived within its borders at the

time of its organization, imagin-
ed tliat at the close of 135 years
would find it a home of nearly

three thousand souls.

The men of one hundred vears

ao'o knew nothing of steam as a

motive power. To-day iron

1 oadt^ traverse our country from

East to West and from North to

South, Little did the}^ know of

mechanical arts, but now, by
the aid of inventive lienius, our

country is sj.otted all over with

the bus}' mill and workshop.
The Constitution of the United

States Avas not framed when

our townshi]) was organized.

Now, securing to all political

freedom and religious tolerence,

life, liberty, and the pursuits oi'

happiness, it is an assured liu't

a union of States which none

can sever. Let me then say,

tiiose i>ala davs which we ai'e

now living, we should devoutly

thank an indulirent Providence

lor the main i'l'v^sings bestowed

u])on us in the past, and l)ray

that the institutions which made

these blessings ])ossible be se-

cured to us, or children and our

children's cliildi'eu forever.

We have cause to rejoice, the

hundred and thirt\-li\e >ears

just rolled 1)\- has bi-ought us

much ])i'osperity.

In formin;: the townsinp, the

chicl' idea was (hat the trrritorv'
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of Sallord, of which Francoiiia

i.s part, being too large to he

Served by one constable ; over-

seers of the poor and assessor—
Franconia township was thus

established March 10, 1751, with

a popidation of thirty four land-

owners, probably not more than

one hundred souls. The town-

ship has grown since then from

one hundred to nearly three

thousand souls. Our growth
was great in the past and nuist

Ije greater still in the future.

Situated as we are, in railroads,

near the great coal bed of Penn-

sylvania, with easy access to all

the largest cities in the country,

in the midst of fine scenery,

Avilh tertile land and healthful

surroundings, we have every
element for future development.
As we mark this era, we con-

template the past, when w^e see

the possessions of our own an-

cestors for comparrison \\'ith

things of to-day, w^e find among
them revived fashions ol times,

so different from ours
; we find

still in the hands of the present

U'eneration works of their fore-

fathers, wdiose liands have long

since been crumbled to dust.

When we see their works we are

reminded of their ways, in man}'

w^ays simpler than ours. We
honor and respect their mem-
ories.

"It is well in the fiight oi'

time to pause and review the

events that have transpired

around us ; to know whether we

have advanced or intrograded

as concerns the ueneral welfare ;

in what respect, if any, we have

really progressed. Time will

not pause a single moment, and

no people can remain stationary.

Clianges, more or less, is a. law

of nature to which all that has

life must admit. It behooves

us then to guard that it be for

the better.
"

The writing of the

history is not an easy matter as

man}^ may suppose, because it

is one hundred and thirty years

since the incorporation of our

township, and nearlj' two hun-

dred years since the first settle-

ment, where then shall I begin,

and what shall be omitted.

Accordinii; to the list of land-
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lioldcrs of 1734, we iiiid the or .Sciimuine future.

early settlers eonsi.sted entirely

ot'Welsh and Germans ; the pro-

])rietarv had been anioni>' these

people in their native land and

encouraged them to come. Here

liberty of conscien(;e had been

})i'oclaimed, and an exemption
from tithe

; though neither was

tolerated in Great Brittain, along
the valley of the Iihine where

many of our first settlers emi-

grated, ^A^re also the frontier

lines of powerful France, and

the frequent wars of Germany
from which these settlers had to

suller iireatlv from thei)- hos-

tiles, a dark future was indeed

])efoi e them. To facilitate this

a comi3anv was organized and

numerous pamphlets circulated

throughout Germany, in the

language of its peo[)le, setting

Ibrtli the peculiar advantage of

the distant colonies. Hence it

may not be wondered that the

weaker sex were the first to

come, for no matter how strong

the attachment (,i' nativity the

fatherland presented, from their

experience of the jiast no bright

89

In this

Ijriet and hasty survey of our

progress it is well Uj glance at

what our township was fifty

years ago. It then comprised
1)520 acres of land with a poi)u-

lation of 998 souls, or little less

than ten acres to every i)erson.

In 1880 the same territory con-

t<ained a population of 2,-3-jO, or

a little over thi'ee acres to every

inhabitant. This decade is the

most favorable of any iu (he
•r'

history of the townshij), au in-

crease of looO souls in a total

])opu:ation of 20-3G persons.

Attliis time, though a centur\

had ela})sed since the first set-

tlement, there was not a turn-

pike, no \n)^t offK'e, no news-

paper, noalmshousu fbi" ^'"'
sup-

port of the jioor in the >e\era.i

townshi])s of MontiLomerv

county, uo bridges, not a sijigle

vilhiiiecontaininiradozcn houses.

To-day we have seven liouses

of worshij), lour post oflices, (wo

I'ailroad stations, two news-

papers, our streams arc all well

briib'cd, and a number ofvil-

lajjL'es. the township contains 1 7>
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persons to the square mile, ap- have had their way, and no

proaching the most thickly set-

tled countries. Such are the

wonderful resources of our

people and their general happi-

ness that they can not realize

that they are densely peopled,

which, in other and much older

countries, has so long been as-

sociated with wretchedness, and

as tliey have, arising from an

inability to secure a suthciency

of food. What a subject is here

for the people of Europe to pon-
der on. Taken collectively and

consider the progress we have

made since the first settlement,

how eventuallv and at no ureat

distance of time, w^e nmst sur-

2:>aBsin ])()pulation and resources,

not onl}' Europe, but })erliaps

every couiitry on the face of the

globe, wdien we say this we are

not speaking of our township

alone, l)ut of our country in

general. In tb.e long course of

two hundred years not a single

instance can be found where a

white uvdu or an Indian evei'

shed l)lood ; mobs ha\e never

prevailed here, tlie most violent

churches or other buildiniis have

ever been destroyed under such

temporary excitement. Though

peopled by Welsh, Germans and

mention may be made of the

English, spe;d^ing various lan-

guages, holding different politi-

cal (md religious views
; they

resolved to live here peaceably

together, while they diligently

labored to improve their posses-

sions, until they hjive i)ecome as

w^e now behold and enjoy at the

present day. "Let then the

present generation regard these

thiniis as a deservinii' memorial

due to our forefathers, who have

so long pi'eceded us, and wdiom

we should endeavor to follow

in everj^ good example."
To determine whether we are

continuallv advaiicinsi'. let us

only glance back over a short

period of ten years, which is

memorably with the centennial

year ;
the time certainly seems

short and to have passed rajjidi}',

but we have not Ijeen idle. If

there is an}' one doubts our

progress, let him piiuse a u\j-
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ment and take a retrospective

ii,lance, compare 187G with 1886,

and see the marked advance-

ment. The new revelations that

were showered npon us then

have come up into general use,

and we find them so f^iniiliar

that we scarcely realize ever

having been without them. In

science, in art, in architecture,

in every branch of industry the

same wonderful progress is

shown. The electric light was

then in its inlancv, the tele-

phone was merely a toy, j^et

both have now become so essen-

tial that we could not do with-

out them. Such illustrations

could be multiplied indefinitely,

but they onh^ go to show how

far we have come within the

past ten years.

Life is full of surpi'ise and un-

expected happenings that we can-

not understand, much less ( on-

trol the daily happenings of the

world . There are stranii'e th in<>;s

happening every day in art and

science, which we merely look

at, shrug our shoulders, and pass

them by. We think at the first

glance that they are wonderful,

])ut do not understand, and so

we let them pass. W.is this

always so \ Let us for a few

moments glance back a hundred

years. If a man would have

told our Ilevolutionarv fore-

fathers that in a hundred years
hence the mail would be carried

from New York to Califor-

nia in six or seven d.iys; tliat

vessels would cross in ten days;

or that we could talk fi'om

Maine to Florida, and get an

answer before break fist, they

would have huni!,- him fbi- a

dangerous lunaticor an impostor.

But has not this, and iudecd

much more become true \ And

what thanks have the great and

noble men, who liave thus bi'u-

efitted the woi'ld ? Inst(\ad of

makinu" them better and more

contented than before, they \\\\\v

made the people c'Xpect tcu

times more than lias ever vet

been accom])lislu'd, and whih^

all these wondeiful achieve-

ments have been taking place,

humanit\' lias merely startecl

and coolv asked, "Wonder what
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they will do next?" Why, my hand in pocket and tlioir lir.iin

dcjir readers, I should say, what

do you -want ? Are we not sat-

isfied ? The public mind has

more than it could digest, long-

ago, and why shall we continue

feedino: it if it can not digest

what it already has. Things

haye ah^eady adyanced so far

that a man can send his wife a

morniuii' kiss if she is a thou-

sand nnles away ;
and yet

people will merely start and ask

"What next," without parcel v-

inii what has already been ac-

complished. Nor is this asking

without an effect, man is an in-

quisitiye creation and from this

(me trial nuich has been found

out. By it Sir Isaac Newton,

discoyered the force of gravity,

Franklin the facts of electricity,

Watts the steam engine, all of

which are of great value, much

greater, in fact, than the greater

mass of humanity here have

eyer taken it to be. But the

world is full ol idlers who can-

not understand great objects,

and so they simply sneer n,t

f]i;reat things, and with their

in pickle, they lazily inquire

"what next?" But certain!*/

this askinii' what next will cease,

the next we will hear that the

idler and the person who is

neyersatisfied,but is continu;illy

wonderin^what next, have been

sweptaway from the earth, with

no one to wish him here yet to

continue his good works
;

but

he has departed "unwept, un-

honc^red and unsung." All

great men of the world who
have tried to understand th(i

present before wondering what

would happen next, were men
who were satisfied with the

present and tried to do their

o'ood deeds in the time they had

and were not continually trying

to look in the future and think

they wouM rather live in it then

than the present.

It is altoii-ether useless for us

to l)e trying to peer into the hid-

den future. Life is one con-

stant change, narrowed into a

moments time, which we call

the present. Time is passing

so rapidly that all that we can
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do is to look with wonder and think and plan tor to-morrow,

amazement at the things of the but how tbolish ; we may lie

present moments as they which down this evening never more

passed us and are gone. They to rise. Our sun may have set

then lie back of us a confused for the last time,

mass; a chaos out of which it is Yerilv we are as the ii-rass

almost impossible to call order, that one day is growing and the

Everything is so mixed up so next is cut down and cast away,
that we do not know where any And so the curtain of time,

of the things belong.
* * *

which, hapily hides our woes as

Confused as the past may seem Avell as our joys of the future

the future is ftir more chaotic from us, and which we cannot

and uncertain ; of it we know lift aside, and as one thing after

positively nothing. We know another passes from the future

not if the things that have hap- to the past, silently wonder*

pened every day of our lives "what next." Such is certainly

will happen to-morrow. Yes, our position and tiioughts of man

we do not even know if our at present, which have thus

lives will be spared for another lived to see a triumphant record

day. of mat(ddess progress which is

All is dark l)ef()re us. We looming u[) ])etbr(' ns to-day.
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i^ART :k:x:iii

PIONEER SETTLERS.

It is now more than one hun-

dred and fifty years since the

first settlers set foot on the sec-

tion of the country which is now

the townsliip of Franconia.

Many of tlieir d(»scendents still

live near or on their original

settlements in the township, and

still a great numher kept mov-

ins; westward from time to time,

and we now hear ot them from

places on the Pacific coast, more

than three thousand miles awaj^

from the early homes of their

ancestors.

In the year 1734 the town-

ship contained thirty-four land-

holders that paid quit-rents.

Prohably some of our readers

may not know what a '

'quit-

rent" is. (Quit rent is a re-

served rent in the grant of land

by the proprietary by the pay-

ment which the land holder was

to be freed from other taxes.

They were not uniform varyiug

from one shilling sterling per
hundred acres to six shil!in2,s

per annum, and in some in-

stances more.) We have S3-

cured a complete list of lan;l-

holders of 1734,

The foliowin2: are the names

and number of acres of each :

Johannes Fry, 150
;

Jacob

Oberho^Z3r, 150; Jost Ptannen-

kuch, 100; Joseph Althous,141;

Ulrich Hunsberger, 150; Leon-

ard Christoleer, 200
; Johan

Greisman, 40
;
Conrad Kuster,

100; Michael P>ang, 75; Jacob

Fuhrman, 40; Johannes Ilentz,

100
; Ludwig Zerkel, 100

;

Johannes Wilhelm, 50
;
Rein-
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rich Rosei)berger, 100; Jost the consinnption of tho fainih-,

Schindler, 140; Christian May- however, wa.s raised on the farm,

er, 100; Abraham Keif, 200; Flax grown, swingled, spun at

Jacob Hunsberger, 50 ; George liome and woven supplied shirt-

German, 100 : Frederick Gott- ing, bedding and summer wear,

scha'k, 150; Wilhelm Ilauk, Sheep vielded thi*ir --arcass for

100; Henrich Zerkel, 50; Mich- food an Avinter flannels. After

ael Hentz, 100 ; Gorg Ilartzell, the laboring ox had done the

50; Frederick Scholl, 100; summer hauling and was (atten-

Jacol) Bayard, lOO ; Andrew ed the flesh was cousumrd, and

Barndt, 75; Henry Barndt, 100, the hide taken to the tannfn-v

an IChristian Funk, 100. These to be c()n\'erted into leather for

being all farmers, which we home use. This description of

find was the occupation of near- olden-time farm life on!\ needs

ly all the colonial inhabitants the furthe]'
pic^turiiii;- of the

The colonial inhabitants were rustic open-kitchen fii-r-placr,

exclusivelv an agricultural half wa\ across the room"& >u

people and lacked nearly every whicdi Iny a huge green back-log

farming implement now in use. expected to last a week. Here

Many of the })lows had wooden the mother was sitting nid

moalboards to turn the soil ; spinning stocking \ am while

wheat vvas cut with a sickle, hei" daughters wei'c sitting

gathered and threshed bv hand, around and knittiucr l>v the faint

hay was cut with a scn'the at- fat-light. I>ut these things have

tached to a staight sneath, and all passed away from our

when harvested and his small borders and the book, paper,

surplus prepared for market it })ia/io and sewing machine ha\e

must l)e borne to the city taken their place. The forego-

over mi rv roads to exchan2'e for ing discription indi<'ates to the

the few groceries and British people* of our time how oin*

manufactured goods. Xeai'lyall fathers and mothers worked a
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Hut newveai's ago

9G

hundred

ideas and methods of Hving are

dawninii' our aw from the town,

the vilhiiie and the remotest

farm house. Free schools and

improved hinds have excited all

over the countrv a desire for

more easy and sufficient methods

of hxrming and other produc-

tions.

Years aiio hirmers threw

aside the sickle, sc\thes and

Iiand I'akes resolving to keep

{d)reast of the times hv using%. i. J

horse power implements to cul-

ti\'ate, gather and prepare farm

products for the market, Thus

[jy im[)roved land with the free

use of Ume and I'ertiHzers crops

have heen nearly doubled ; and

now instead of spending two

months of exhaustive lah(n;, as

formerly, to gather and store a

harvest it is now done in a fort-

night. Thus, also, incu'eased

])rofit in agriculture excited a

desire foi* more conifoi"ta])le

dwellings, (,'apaci(;us barns, more

elegant e(piipages and attire,

also hnndsomer churches and

school houses. No sooner did

the raih^oad get into operation

across our ten^itorv than the

telegraph followed it, thns put-

ting us into instantaneous com-

munication with all the advanced

countries of the w^orld. Now

poles aud wires pass through
manv of our villages and

stations along the raib'oad, which

enables us to converse witli

friends and correspondents along

distant places. But the two

grandest elevates—we might
sav institutions—of societv in

this last ([uarter of the centiny
are the reaping or mowiug ma-

chine of the farmer and the sew-

inir machine of the household.

Bv their use the man orAVoman

who employs either has quad-

rupled his or her productive

])ow^er. IHishandry and farm

Avork has been so completely

transformed that few women

participate in farm work, dairy

being the chief occupation in

this township, boys and men

doing the milking while the

product is work(^d into a market-

able shape at creaniei'ies recent-

h" bnilt and furnished all over
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the country. The hitter also made with a few (hunestic. aui-

worked bv men and ])oys while mals and a. supply of seed ibr

many of our mothei-.s and sisters plantino' the enfranchised em-

only ply the needle and sewini: migrant telt himself '^Lord of

machhie, (M- [)erhaps fniger the the manor." The children, the

piano or hai-p, future of the family, were the

At the '.'onnnencement of the next source of solicitude. The
colonial age our ancestor:^ were next want of the settlement now
like half taught youth let loose was a rude school house, whieh

from school almost untrained in might also serve as a place for

the practi(;al Viie that lay before religious meetings ; it was soon

them. Hut thev came here on up, in like manner oi' lous, b\

a nussion of j)eace to all men, the joint eflbrt of thr uci'ddjor-

to establish justice and love. In- hood. Soon aftei" the lii'st pid)-

steadoffiohtino' the natives the\' lie institution jus' desn-ibed

attacked the forest and rocks, came the neighboiiioo«l black-

which fell or were removed be- smith shop, to
j)r('])ai*e farm

fore them on i^very side. The im[)lements, and (he ludc mill

hrst thing wanted was shelter to prepa)'e the new main ibr

from the howling beast and food. Tfic^sc were all cslabjisii-

weather. Seeking gut, there- ed, not nuicli adxanccd in ai-chi-

fore, near a sj)ring or ci'cek a lecture, but seixcil tlie age.

southern declivity a. rude cabin With what iio\rlt\ at the

of loji's was built. Pro\ided i)r('s('nt dav must we view such

w^ith a few tools of ii'on and a, pi'ogrcss when we i-cllcct ou

steel and some wooden and tin the uiauy and uiighty cjiaiiges

vessels theii' toils begun, while vv<' haxc luadc siucf (In- first

the generous Indian lookecl on settlcinciil of our township tiiat

admiringly and [)leased with his man and time wi'ought in so

new brethren. A habit^ition short a p<'riod ^ W'Ikmi w«; br-

thus finished, a sniall clearing liold its railroads with tJK'ii Naig
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dark trains, the man)- thriving

villages that adorn our territory

and the many busy business en-

terprises, and quiet, pleasant

villa residences. What a tale

[^ told of progress ? To refer

at a period, would say 1850,

when hamlets and villages were

almost unknown in our town-

ship, when the spots where now

the villages of Telford and

Souderton stand were unmarked

bv a single business place. The

hills and valleys were co^'ered

with their majestic ancient for-

ests, with the exception of here

and there, where occasionally

the liardv larmer settlers had

effected the Ibrests and erected

for themselves a residence.

To-day our c^ountrv is covered

with a network of railroads and

telegraph wires ; when sixty-

t\vu years ago not a single rail-

road or telegraph pole was

dreamed of in the world. Such

is progress. The present gene-

ration scarce! v realizes what a

dull ci'eaping old world w^as

when our grand-i'athers were

bo vs. Not a sewing machine,

not a reaper, not a steam en-

gine, not a match, not a thresh-

ing machine, not a clothes

wringer in all the w4de world.

But then Europe was crowded

and old-fashioned, miserid)le

America consisted of a narrow

strip of cultivated soil along the

Atlantic coast, with here and

there a village. Now we cross

the continent in six or seven

days, the ocean in the same

time, send a dispatch to Buenos

Ayres and have an answer in

a few hours. We ha\e ahnost

anhilated time and spac(\ An-

other half a centurv of such

progress will so transform our

country as to make the present

generation stand on their heads

with Avoiuler.

Of the blessing which civil-

ization and philosophy bring with

them a large proportion is com-

mon to all raid<s, and would, if

withdrawn, be missed painfully

bv all laborers. For instance

the market place which the rus-

tic can now reach in an hour,

was thii'tv years aiio, a dav's

joiuiiey from home. The streets
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which now affords to the artisan

during the whole night, a bril-

liant light and convenient walk,
was a hundred years so dark

after sunset that he would not

have been able to see his hand,

so illpaved that he would have

run constant risk of breaking

his neck, and so ill watched that

he would have been in immi-

nent danger of being knocked

down and plundered of his .small

earnings. Every bricklayer
who falls from the scaffold, every

sweeper of a crossing who is run

over hy a carriage may now
have his wounds dressed and his

limbs set with a skill such as a

hundred and fifty years a^o all

the wealth of a king or of a

merchant prince could not have

purchased. The term ofhuman
life has been lengthened over

the whole union, es|)ecially in

the towns. The year 1685

was not accounted sickly yet

more then one out of every

twenty-three inhabitants of the

capital died. When we speak
of this date we hiive not in view

our immediate township,because

. "^^^'^^^^-^^

civilization was not dreamed of

in our section. At present only
one inhabitant of the capital in

fortv dies annually.

It is pleasing to reflect that

the public mind of our country
has softened while it has ripened,
and that we have in course of

ages not only a wiser but also a

kinder people. There is scarce-

ly a page of the history or lightei-

literature which does not con-

tain some proot tfiat our ances-

tors were lesshumane than their

posterity. It is true the com-

passion ought, like all other feel-

ings, to be under the govern-
ment of reason, and has, for

want of such government, |>r()-

duced some rediculous and de-

plorable effects, but the mom
we study the annals of the |)ast

the more we rejoice that we live

in a merifid age, in an age in

which cruelty is abhoi'ed and in

which pain, even when deserved,

is inflicted relucantly and from

a duty. Every class, doubtless,

has gained largely by this great

moral change, i)ut the (djiss

which has gained the most is
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the poorest, the most defenseless for they recall the fac+ that age?

and the most dependent.

^ The homes of our torefathers

where they had to work under

tew heavy obligations, will ever

be a place of interest to us and

the coming generations. They
not only cleared the land and

built houses for their families,

but also established churches,

schools and besides defended

their country when fredom of

speech was ever untremmeled.

Deeds have been accomplished
that may never be blotted from

truthful history. Their homes

and localities may suffer changes

by the onward progress of time,

but their associations can never

decrease in value to the sensi-

tive mind. The rude columns

may crumble from the churches,

their dwellings, which have

withstood the storms of ages,

may fall, the skill of their me-

chanics mav come defaced from

the surface, but the fragments
scattered over the ground in

masses will still speak as the

works of theirs. We truly look

upon such relics with reverence,

past they were prominent sup-

porters and ornaments to gigan-
tic edifices, such as their circum-

stancesallowed. Certainly these

circumstances excites venera-

tion, because, while we gaze- on

them, we feel ourselves in the

presence of antiquity, living

representatives of centuries

which have their oriiiin way
back in the dim distance of the

past. When we reflect upon the

past in the dark days of the

Revolution it spreads a mystic
charm over the aspirations, leads

the thoughts back through the

archieves of the past and re-

paints the dark days of our

country's history. Such are

the reflections that comes over

the sensative mind bv stud vino;

our country's history. Their

voices seem still to ring on our

ears, and their manly forms

stand before our eyes ; upon
these reflections the mind loves

to ponder on, for here it learns

to appreciate the value of those

blessings which we enjoy, but

which were purchased at a costly
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price bv our brave tbrefatliers. fifty years airo.

1<<1

Is it notaphenoine noil, worth

our study, that we should be so

anxious to place our eyes in the

back of our headsjust now^ ? That

we should so simultaneously

and unanimously turn from the

risino; to the settino; sun ? That

we should one and all slight the

glorious future and the prolific

present to severe alone the 'dead

past' ?

The answer varies ever as

the souls of men ? "Many men
of many minds."

But it is certainly pleasure

to learn nnd honor the departed

ancestry. Age is honorable.

Our ancestry's record does

seem very poor and simple, a-

side of the prolific catalogue of

to-day.

They never built an engine,

thev never launched a steam-

boiit, they never surveyed a

railroad, they never saw a tele-

graph, they never vvhisj)ered in

a telephone, they never rode a

reaper, they never run a sewing

machine ;
it was easily said this

world was not worth livinir in

To enroll facts of by-goiu'

days is an instinct ni' the race

which ever did and ever will

continue to come to surface of

human society among all nations

and at all stages of the world's

march. To deny this proposi-

tion is to cimtend an;ainst his-

torv. The memory of men
does not know ot a time or ii

a people that did not grace itself

with monumental deeds and

memorial honors. In the time

of the premial Sabbath of (rod,

when the miracle of creation

was first commemorated festivnl

days and jubilee songs bloomtMl

and flavored the great highway
of time.

Our vanished ancesti'v made

but few things, but those they

made well. Tiieir iiomestcads

stand like castles asid(» of the

frail structures of to-day, with

the moss of a lull century imdcr

their I'oof trees. Theii- hand

work was Mud is still luind work,

the product of ])Mtient souls and

nimble iingeis, ;ind proof against

moth ;nid rust. In ev(»ry sur-
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viving article which the hand«

of our fathers and mothers have

made we may read their craving

after an enduring name and

beijio;.

Nor can their offspring tail to

respond to so natural a longing.

We need not blush o ver sires so

genuine and noble as they

proved to be. They were stal-

wart generations of men and

women, of fathers and mothers,

of sons and daughters ;
a hardj'

race of good blood.

Their century's relics and do-

ings are precious, not merely
])ecause they are a hundred

years old, but because "they are

which testify of them," of the

generations that went before.

We admire the mountains, not

because of their dizzy height

alone, but for that those have

been passing through all ages

that have been. We admire the

stars, not on account of their

brilliancv alone, but because

they looked down on ail gener-

ations of men. And such an

unction rest upon the remains

of our venerable pioneers.

Why are now the handiworks

of a century withered effects of

an ancestry that is to-day no

more than if it never had been,

handed down as precious heir-

loomsto our children, and prized

above all others ? It is because

these relics are not without

fathers and mothers. They are

the title deeds of homes and

land our sires once acquired, and

we are but their heirs. Hence

do we embalm in memory's cab-

inet their clumsy tenements,

their rude utensils, their instru-

ments so rough, their coaches

lubberly, their home spun linens

and all their hands have made.

Our forefathers have certainly

performed works of fiHal piety

and we, in memory of a worthy

ancestry, thereby challange the

fulfillment of the first command-

ment with promise, "Honor thy

fathe/and thy mother." ^

t^ f
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