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THE

HISTORY
GREAT BRITAIN.

BOOK 1V.

CHAP, 11.

Hiflory of Religion in Great. Britain, from the
death of King John, A.D. 1216., to the accef-
Jion of Henry IV. A.D. 1399,

' SECTION L
Hifiory of Religion, from A.D. 1216. to A.D. 1300,

A_ S the fubjecion of the kingdom of Eng- Cent.XIm.

land to the fee of Rome by King John, P o

1 A ; anges

was a very furprifing event, it was attended produced
with very ftrange effeéts. In particular, it pro- gzhﬁfggub
duced an inftantaneous and total change in the jeaion to
language and conduét of all parties concerned. Rome.
The Pope, who had poured out upon King John

YOL. ViII, B the
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The Pope
friendly to
Henry III,

HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IV.

the heavieft curfes, as the worft of men, and the
greateft enemy of God, now. loaded him with
bleffings, as the beft of princes, and the greateft
favourite of heaven. King John, who had main-
tained a paffionate oppofition to the ambitious
pretences of the Pope, and threatened to pull
down his power, now became the warmeft advo-
cate for thofe pretences,and took fhelter behind
the papal chair. The Englith barons, who had af-
felted to revere the ditates of the Pope as the
commands of God, and to dread his fulminations
as the artillery of heaven, when they were pointed
againft King John, treated them both with the
moft fovereign contempt, when they were turned
againﬁ: themfelves. Such is the fhamelefs verfa-
tility of unprincipled politicians !

As the Pope had been the zealous friend of
King John in the laft years of his reign, he
warmly efpoufed the caufe of his infant fon
Henry II1. againft his competitor Prince Lewis.
Henry, at his coronation, having fworn fealty to
the Pope as his fuperior lord, Gualo, the papal le-
gate, renewed the fentence of excommunication -
againft Prince Lewis and all his adherents'. After
the peace was_concluded between Henry and
Lewis, and this laft prince had left the kingdom,
the clergy and barons of his party were treated
with great feverity by the Pope, and conitrained
to pay great fums of money for having dared to
defpife the thunders of the church of Rome.”

! M. Paris, p.293. Annal. Wayerlien ad an. 1216. Wilkin,

Concil, t. 1.. p- 546 > M. Paris, p.299.

Cardinal
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Cardinal Langton held afynod at Oxford, A.D. Cent. X111
1222., in which fifty canons were made, whxch s
contain little new or remarkable. By the twenty- oxfoxd.
eighth canon, clergymen are prohibited to keep
concubines publickly in their own houfes, or to
go to them in other places fo openly asto occa-
fion fcandal.?

The court of Rome, whofe thirft for money Papalpro-
was quite infatiable, formed a projeét about this **
time, which would havebrought a prodigious mafs
of money into the papal coffers, if it had been
accomplithed. By this proje¢t the revenues of
two prebendaries in every cathedral, and of two
monks in every monattery,in all the countries in
communion with the church of Rome, were to
have been granted to the Pope for the better fup-
port of his dignity. When this proje¢t was laid
before the parliament of England, A. D. 1226.,
this cold evafive anfwer was returned to the papal
legate: ¢ That this affair concerned all Chriften-
¢ dom ; and they would conform to the refolu-
¢t tions of other Chriftian countries.”” *

The death of Cardinal Langton, on the gth of Richard
July A.D. 1228., occafioned frefh difputes. The ﬁ:;hb"
manner, of ﬁllmﬂ up the higheft dignity ia the
church of Entrland was in thofe times fo un-
fettled, that every vacancy endangered the peace
of the kingdom. The monks of Canterbury on
this occafion made a hafty eleétion of Walter de
Hemefham, one of their own number; with

3 Wilkin. Concil. t. 2. p. 590. + Id. Ibid. p. 620.
B 2 whom
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whom both the King and the bifhops of the pro-

—— vince being diffatisfied, all parties, as ufual, ap-

A papal
legate col-
lects mo-
ney.

pealed to Romes. His Holinefs was in no hafte
to determine this caufe,which he affeéted tothink
very doubtful and difficult, till the King, by his
commiffioners, made him a promife of a tenth of
all the moveables, both of the clergy and laity of
England. This made the cafe fo clear, that he im-
mediately declared Hemefham’s eleétion void ;
and, to prevent all further contefls, by the plem..
tude of his own power he appointed Richard le
Grand, chancellor of Lincoln, to be archbifhop.®
The Pope, who was blefled with an infallible

remembrance of the promifes of the faithful, fent

alegate into England to colleét the tenths which
the King had promifed This demand met with
great oppofition in the Englith parliament, efpe-
cially from the lay barons. But atlength, by the
united weight of the papal and regal power, all
were obliged to fubmit ; and this heavy tax was
collected with great exaé‘cnefs The legate, to
fhorten his own work, obliged the bifhops to pay
the tax for their inferior clergy 5 and when any
of them complained they had not money, he pre-
{ented to them certain Italian ufurers, which he
had brought with him, who lent them money at
an: exorbitant intereft’.. Thus cruelly were our
anceftors oppreffed and fleeced by the venal and
infatiable court of Rome!

$ M. Paris, p. 350. ¢ T. Wykes, p. 41,
7 M. Paris, p.362. .

; fThis
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This archbifhop, whofe eleétion had coft the Cent.x1m.
nation fo dear, did not enjoy his dignity much ——~—
above two years; but dying Auguft 3d, 1231., Arch-
made way for new difturbances. The monks bifhop-
made four fucceflive eletions, which were all
voided by the Pope, becaufe the perfons eleéted
were not thought to be fufficiently attached to
the interefts of the court of Rome. At length,
after two years vacancy, the Pope recommended
Edmund Rich, treafurer of Salifbury; who was
chofen and confecrated.®

The Pope had not only invaded the rlghts of ;I'he {ta
the crown, in filling the higher ftations in the ;jeq’
church, but had made equal encroachments on .
the rights of private patrons, and had got into
his hands, by one means or other, the difpofal of
all the valuable livingsin the kingdom, which he
generally beftowed upon Italians. This abufe be-
came f{o infupportable, that in the year 1232. a
great number of perfons of confiderable rank
formed an aflociation to ‘drive all thefe foreign
ecclefiaftics outof the kingdom®. Thefe aﬁ'ocmtes
infolted the perfons, and plundered the houfes,
of the Italian clergy: a thing fo agreeable to the
whole nation, that they met with no oppofition.

- /Cardinal Otho, one of thofe birds of ill omen, Conftitu-
alegate from the Pope, arrived in England A, D, o of
1237., where he continued about three years, re- :
ceiving many valuable prefents from the bithops,
monafteries, and clergy. During this time three

: M. Paris; p.385. ° Id. p.37s.
2a . hundred
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hundred Italians were ferit into England, to be
provided for in the church. This legate held a

~ council at London, 1237.; in which a great num-

ber of canons were framed, which were called the
Con/litutions of Otho °. Thefe conftitutions do not
contain many things new or remarkable. =By the
fecond canon, the facraments are declared to be
feven in number. The fifteenth is againft the

- clandeftine marriages of  the- clergy, and the

Archbithop
Boniface.

Oppofition
of the
Englifh to

fixteenth, againft their keeping concubines pub-

licly; both which praétices were flill very fre.

quent in England.  This legate convened two
other affemblies of the clergy, with no other view
but to make exorbitant demands of money."*
Edmund Archbithop of Canterbury was fo
much chagrined at thefe grievous and inceflant
exactions of the court of Rome, which he could
not prevent, that he left the kingdom, and retired
to tlie monaftery of Pontigniac in France, where

‘he died, A.D. 1240." Henry, by perfuafions,

promifes, threats, and other means ftill mere
violent and unlawful, prevailed with the monks
to chufe Boniface, the Queen’s uncle, to be
archbifhop, though he was not very well qualified
for that office. The Pope, by certain arguments
which never failed of fuccefs at Rome, was pre-
vailed upon to confirm the eleétion.

During the primacy of this prelate, feveral nun-
cios and legates arrived in England, improving

to Spel. C.on. tom. 2. p.218. Wilkin. Coneil. t. 1. P-649.
" M. Paris; p.448—549: ' 1d. §33. 5 Id. p. 535,

8] upon
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upon one another in the arts of pillaging this un. Cent.XIIL
happy kingdom. The patience of the Englith was ;. .\ -

at laft tu'ed out; and the great barons, knowmg tions of

that there was no other wayto fave the nationfrom
being plundered, but by preventing the approach
of thefe Romith harpies, fentorders, A.D. 1245.,
to the wardens of the fea-ports, to feize all perfons
bringing any bulls or mandates from Rome. It
was not long before ameflenger was apprehended
with a frefh cargo of bulls, direéted to Martin, the
legate in England, impowerino‘ him to exaét more
money from the clergy on various pretences. The
bulls being feized, the legate complained bitterly
to the King of this daring infult; who commanded
the bulls to be reﬁored. The barons, in order

Rome.

to open the eyes of this deluded monarch, who

aflifted a foreign court in plundering his own fub-
jeéts, laid before him an account of the incredible
fumswhich went from England to Rome. Among
other articles, it appeared that the church-prefer-
ments poflefled by Italians in England amounted
to fixty thoufand marks per annum: a greater
fum than the ordinary revenues of the crown.
Though Henry was much- furprized at this ac-
count, he had not virtue and {pirit to join with
his people in putting a ftop to thofe grievances.
The barons, determining to go through with the
work which they had begun, held anothermeeting
at Dunftable, under pretence of a tournament,
From this meeting theyfent a bold knight to com-
mand the legate, iin the name of the barons of
England, immediatelyto leave the kingdom. The

B 4 knight
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cest.xint, knight executed his tommiflion with fpirit, affur-

“—v—~ ing Mr; Martin, that if he remained three days
longer in England; he would infallibly be cut in
piecess  The legate perceiving that it was fio
longer in the King’s power to proteét him from
the fary of an injured nation, departed with all
poflible fpeed.

Applica- The barons, not ¢ontented with what they had

::fnz(ilt:; dong, refolved if poflible to prevent the return of

Lyons.  ‘thofe oppreffions which the kingdom had long
fuffered from the fee of Rome. - With this view,
they fent very honourable ambaffadors to lay the
grievancesof the church and kingdom of England
befote a general council, which was then fitting at
Lyons, in which the Pope prefided in perfon. The
letter which thefe ambaffadors prefented to the
courcil from the barons of England; breathes a
fpirit of independeney and good fenfe hardlyto be
expected in that age: After a véry full and free
enumeration of the oppreflions of the court of
Rome, it concludes with thefe bold and refolute
expreflions: « We ean, no longer, with any pa-
¢ tience, bear the forefaid oppreffions ; which, as
¢ they are deteftable to God and man, are into-
¢ lerable to uss neither, by the grace of God,
¢ will we any longer endure them .’ William
Powerie, one of the ambaffadors who prefented
this letter, made a fpirited harangue to the couti-
tily in which he fet forth the innumerable frauds
and infatiable avarice of the court of Rome in
fuch ftrong colours, that His Holinefs was covered

Y% M. Paris, pi 659s » 1d. p. 666,
with
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with fhame, and a blufh was {feen on the face of Cent.X11.
infallibility. But this bluth wasall the fatisfaction =
the Englifh nation obtained from the Pope and
council, who put off the confideration of this
affair fo long, that the ambafladors, feeing no prof-
pect of redrefs, returned home in difcontent.®

The unnatural fit of modefty with which His Further
Holinefs had beeri feized at the council of Lyons, 5™
was not of long duration: for the very year after court of
e find his agents in England as violent as ever """
in their extortions; which occafioned frefhremons
ftrances, not onlyfrom the barons, but even from
the King andclergy. The letterstothe Popefrom
the King and clergy,were humble and timid; but
thofe from the barons were more bold, threat-
‘ening, that if His Holinefs did not immediately
redrefs their grievances, they would do them-
felves juftice 7. But all thefe letters were treated
with feorn by the haughty pontiff, who became
‘daily more imperious and tyrarnnical. He obliged
‘thé Englifh prelates to fubfcribe the fentence
of excommunication againft the Emperor Fre-
-derick II., and to furnifh a certain number of
armed men to fight againft that prince, though
‘he was brother-in-law to their own king ', Not
contented with all this, the court of Rome, in
'this fame year 1246., demanded at once the half
of all the revenues of the non-refiding clergy,
and the third of the revenues of thofe who re-
fided. This demand being fo great, rendered the

6 M, Paris, p. 6814 7 Id. p. 699, &c. * 1d, p. 761.
clergy
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Cent.X1IL clergy unanimous in their oppofition, in which

“—— they were fupported by the King and barons.
His Holinefs, finding he had gone a little too
far, very prudently defifted.”

Do While the Pope was thus tramphng_upon the

ofthe  church and kingdom of England, a private pre-

gﬁﬁ’n"’f late had the courage to oppofe him; and, which is
more wonderful,to oppofe himwith fuccefs. This
ecclefiaftical hero was Robert Grofted Bithop of
Lincoln, a perfon of uncommon learning for the
age in which he lived ; and of fuch unfeigned
piety, untainted probity,and undaunted'éouraga,
as would have rendered him an ornament to any
age. When this Bifhop received bulls from Rome,
he examined them with great attention ; and if he
found that they commanded any thing contrary to
the precepts of the gofpel, and the interefts of
religion (which was very often the cafe), he tore
them in pieces, inftead of putting them in exe-
cution. Innocent IV. one of the moft imperious
pontiffs that ever filled the papal chair, fent this
bifhop a bull, which contained in it the {candalous
claufe of Non obflante, fo much and fo juftly ex-
claimed againft in that age; and befides, com-
‘manded him to beftow a confiderable living in his
gift upon the Pope’s nephew, who was an infant.
The Bifhop was fo far from complying with this
bull, that he fent the Pope a letter, in which he
expofed the injuftice and impiety of it, with the
-greateft freedom and feverity. With regard to the

? M. Paris, p. 708.
claufe
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claufe of Non obflante, lately introduced into the Cent.XIHI
papal bulls, the good Bifhop ufed thefe expref: =
fionsin his letter: ¢ That it brings in a deluge of
¢ mifchief upon Chriftendom, and gives occafion
¢ to a great deal of inconftancy and breach of
¢ faith; it even fhakes the very foundations of
~#¢ truft and fecurity amongft mankind, and makes
« language and letters almoft infignificant.”
With refpeét to that part of the ball which re-
quired him to beftow a benefice upon an infant,
he fays,—¢ Next to the fins of Lucifer and Anti-
s¢ chrift, there cannot be a greater defetion, or
¢ which carries a more direét oppofition to the
¢ doétrine of our Saviour and his apoftles, than
¢ to deftroy people’s fouls, by depriving them of
s¢ the benefits of the paftoral office; and yet thofe
¢ perfons are guilty of this {in, who undertake
¢ the facerdotal funétion, and receive the profits
« without difcharging the duty. From hence it
¢ js "evident, that thofe who bring fuch unquali-
¢ fied perfons into the church, and debauch the
¢ hierarchy, are much to blame ; and that their
¢ crimes rife in proportion to the height of their
s ftation *.”” —Thefe were ftrains of truth and
freedom to which His Holinefs had not been
accuftomed. He fell into a furious paffion, and
fwore by St.Peter and St.Paul, that he would
utterly confound that old, impertinent, deaf,
doting fellow, and make him a talk, and aftonifh-
ment, and example to all the world. ¢ What!"*

* Collier, Ch. Hift. vol. 1, p. 460+ - Annal. Burten, p. 326
faid
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Cent.x1il. faid he, ¢ is not the King of England, his mafter,
<« our vaflal, or rather our flave? and will he not;
¢ at the leaft fign of ours, caft him into prifon ?*
When His Holinefs had a little fpent his rage, the
cardinals reprefented to him, ¢ That the world
* began to difcover the truth of many things con-
« tained in the Bifhop’s letter ; and that if he
¢ perfecuted a prelate fo renowned for piety,
« learning, ‘and holinefs of life, it might create
¢ the court of Rome a great many enemies.””
Theyadvifed him therefore tolet the matter pafs,
and make as if he had never feen this provoking
letter *.— What honour is due to the memory of
the noble Grofted, who made fo bold a ftand
againft the tyrannyof the court of Rome in anage
when it trampled upon kings and emperors !
Synod of  Boniface Archbithopof Canterbury wasofavery
Merton.  different {pirit, and fcrewed up the power of the
church to the greateft height. This appears from
the canons of the provincial fynod held at Merton
in' Surrey, A.D. 1258., by this prelate.  The
‘firft canon forbids archbithops, bithops, and in-
ferior clergy, to appear before civil courts. to
anfwer for any part of their conduét which had
the moft remote relation to church affairs ; and
threatens the judges, and even the King himfelf,
‘with the higheft cenfures of the church, if they
infift on fuch appearance. The fecond relates to
patronages; and the third is againft the intrufion
of clerks into benefices by a lay power. The

* Du Pin’s Chy Hift. vol.xx. .63 M. Paris; pe836; &e.
14 ; fourth
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fourth makes fuch regulations concerning excom- Cent.XIII,
nication as rendered that fentence truly terrible. =™
The fifth forbids laymen to imprifon clergymen.
In the fixth the church claims a right of judging
concerning contra¢ts between a clergyman and a
layman. ~ The feventh aflerts the right of the
church to judge and punith Jews. « The eighth
provides for the perfeét fecurity of thofe criminals
who had taken fanétuary in churches. The ninth,
tenth, and eleventh, are defigned to prevent all
invafions of every kind on the pofieffions of the
church and clergy, which are declared facred and
invidlable.. ' And the two laft provide for the
church’s peaceable enjoymentofall pious legacies
and donations*- Ina word, the vifible tendency
of all thofe canons was to emancipate the church
and clergy from civil authority, and, at the fame
time, to wreath the yoke of ecclefiaftical tyranny
ftill fafter about the necks of the laity. It is no
wonder, therefore, that the laity were alarmed at
thefe proccedings. The barons wrote a letter
to.the Pope, complaining of thofe ftretches of
church power, and of the ignorance and immo-
ralities of the clergy, and threatening to withdraw
thofe ample revenues which had been beftowed
upon the church by the piety of their anceftors,
fince they were fo much abufed. But: they ap,
plied to a very wrong quarter for redrefs: His
Holinefs anfwered coldly, that he did not fuppofe
the clergy of England were more ignorant or im-
moral than they had been in former ages; and

22 See Spclmjm, ‘Lynwood, apd Jobnfon’s C_ounciis.

that
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Cent.XIH. that it was utterly impoflible to withdraw anypart
v of the revenues of the church ; for whatever was

Synod of
Lambeth.

Exactions
of the
Pope.

once dedicated to the fervice of God was irre-
vocable.

The Archbifhop, fecure of the proteétion of the
Holy See, was fo far from retracting any thing he
had done, that he held another provincial fynod,
A.D. 1261., at Lambeth, in which the conftitus
tions of Merton were confirmed and enlarged.
The fecond of thefe additional canons complains
bitterly of the fecular powers, for fometimes pre-
venting prelates from infliéting pecuniary and
corporal punifhments on delinquents ; and de-
nounces the heavieft cenfures on thofe difturbers
of church-difcipline. By another of thefe canons,
every bifhop is commanded to have one or two.
prifons in hisdiocefe,forthe confinement of clerks
conviéted of capital crimes; ¢ for,”” fays the
canon, “ if any clerk be fo incorrigibly wicked,
¢ that he muft have fuffered capital punithment
¢ if he had been a layman, we adjudge fuch an
¢ one to perpetual imprifonment.” So fhame-
lefs were the clergy of thofe times, not only in,
their praétices, but in their very laws!

Though we have faid nothing for fome time of
the exactions of the court of Rome, we muft not
imagine that thefe exaétions had ceafed. On the
contrary, they went on more brifkly than ever.
"The fatal prefent of the crown of Sicily, which the

-

* Annal. Burton, p.388. Wilkin. Concil. t. 1. P. 736—740.
* Johufon’s Canons, ann. 1261. '

Pope
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Pope made to Prince’ Edmund, A.D. 12 §4., fur- Cent.X11
nithed His Holinefs with an excellent handle for “~—v—"

draining England of'its wealth, for feveral years;
in which fpace he is faid to have drawn from this
kingdom ahout nine hundred and fifty thoufand
marks: an immenfe fum, equal in value and
efficacy to twelve millions fterling of our money

at prefent! Itis true, indeed, that during the

heat of the eivil wars, efpecially when the barons
had the afcendant, the Pope did not receive fo
much Englifh money as ufual, but he took great
pains to get as much of it as poffible.

* After the reftoration of the royal authority by
the viétory of Evetham, the Pope fent his legate
Othobon into England, to congratulate Hemy on

that happy event, and to' manage the affairs of

the court of Rome.  This ]cgate, obferving how
matters went, very charitably excommunicated
the late Earl of Leicefter, and all his party, whe-
ther dead oralive®s.  The fame legate held a na-
tional council, A. D. 1268., at St. Paul’s in Lon-
don . Inthis council a great number of canons
were made, much the fame'in {fubftance with thofe
of the former council of London, 1237., under the
legate Otho.  Very fevere canons were framed
in this council, againft pluralities, commendams,
non-refidenice, and the clergy’s accepting of civil
offices ; but thefe canons made little or no reform-
ation in any of thefe refpeéts, being chiefly de-
figned to increafe the power and revenues of the

5 T. Wykes, p. 74.
* T, Wykes, p. 85. M. Weltmonft. p. 400.
Pope,

Council of
London. .
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Cent.X1IL Pope, by granting difpenfations. This was the

Kilwarby
primate.

laft council held in England in the reign of
Henry 11I. who died on the 16th of NmembeL
1272.77

Boniface Archbithop of Cauterbmy did not
long furvive his great friend and patron King
Hemy ; and his death occafioned frefh difputes
about the eleion of a fucceflor. The monks of
Chrifi-church made choiee of their fub-prior Wil-
liam Chillenden ; but the Pope refufed to confirm
his elettion, and by his own power nominated
Robert Kilwarby, a black friar, to be arch-
bithop*. ' King Edward was not yet returned
from the Holy Land ; and the guardians of the
kingdom, not willing to come to a rupture with
His Holinefs in the abfence of their fovereign,
acquiefeed in this nomination. But that the
rights of the crown might not fuffer by their
filence, they made a folemn praoteftation againft
this aét of the Pope, as an encroachment on the
royal prerogative, and infifted that it thould not
be drawn into precedent ; and Barnard, the King-’s
refident at the court of Rome, made a protef’ca;
tion in his mafter’s name to the fame effeét. . The
monks of Canterbury, too, in order to preferve
their own rights, proceeded to an eleétion, and
made choice of Kilwarby. From hence it appears,
that though the kings and clergy of England
often fubmitted to thefe papal encroachments,
theynever loft fight of theirownundoubtedrights,

7 M. Weftmonlft. p. 401. # Anglia Saera, t. 1. p. 176.

In
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In the year 1274., the Pope held a general Cent.X1IL

council at'Lyons, for the reformation of church m
difcipline, and the rélief of the Holy Land®*. . Ior Lyons.
this laft purpofe, the Pope and council impofed a

tax on all the clerwy of a tenth of their revenues,

for fix years. 'This tax- was colletted in Eng-

land, as well as in other countries of Chriftendom. :

As the power of the 'Pope and the church ap- Oppref-

pear to have been at their greateft height in Eng- fions of
Jand about this time, ‘it may not be improper to ekt
take a fhort view of this prodigious fabric of ec-
clefialtical tyranny, and of the deplorable oppref-

fions under which our anceftors groaned in this
fuperttitious age. = Some of thofe oppreflions are

notill exprefled in that letter of complaint which

was writtenso the Pope by the King, the pre-

lates, and the barouns of England, A.D.1246. In

that letter they complain, 1. That the Pope, not
content with the annual payment of Peter-pence,
exaéted from the clergygreat contributions, with-_

out the King’s confent, and againft the cuftoms,

rights, and liberties of the realm of England. 2.

That the patrons of churches ‘could not prefent
“fit perfons to the vacant livings, the Pope con-
ferring them generally on Italians, who under-

ftood not the Engli{h language, and carried out

of the kingdom the money arifing from their be-
nefices. 3. That the Pope oppr c,ﬁ'ed the churches,

by exaéting penfions from them. - 4. That Italians
fucceeded Italians, contrary to the decree of the

: » Du Pin’s Chur. Hift, vol.x1, p.123.
YOL. VI, c . council
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council of Lyons; and that thefe Italians were

= invefted - in their livings without trouble or

Encroach-
ments of

the Englifh

clergy.

charges ; whereas the Englifh were obliged to
profecute their rights at Rome at a great ex-
pence. 5. Thatin the churches filled by Italians,
there were neither alms nor hofpitality ; neither
was there any preaching ; and the care of fouls
was entirely negleéed. 6. That the claufe of zon
obftante, generally inferted in the Pope’s bulls,
abfolutely deftroyed all laws, cuftoms, ftatutes,
and privileges, of the church and kingdom?®.
To thefe were added many other grievances no
lefs oppreflive and intolerable’; [uch as,—the"
Pope’s filling the higheft dignities of the church
by his own power, and making the archbifhops
and others pay exorbitant fums for their prefer-
ments ;—his drawing all caufes of any import-
ance t6 Rome, and keeping the parties long wait-
ing for their determination, at a great expence ;
~if we add to all thefe the great fums that went
annually to Rome, for pardons, indulgences, dif-
penfations, &c. &c. &c. we fhall be furprifed that
the kingdom was not drained of all its wealth.
Befides all thefe oppreffions and exaéions of
the court of Rome, the clergy at home claimed
many privileges which were quite inconfiftent
with the peace and profperity of the kingdom ;
fach as an exemption from all civil authority and
jurifdi@ion, by which they were at liberty to
commit the greatéft crimes almoft with impunity.

3 M. Paris, p.699. An. Burton, p.307.
P The
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The ecclefiaftical courts encroached greatly on Cent.XIIL
the jurifdiction of the civil courts, and claimed ~—y—

the fole right to judge all caufes relating to tithes,
marriages, teftaments, and many other things,
under a pretence that they had fome conneétion
with fpirituals. 'The pofleflions of the clergy too,
never diminifhing, but daily increafing, were now
fwelled to an enormous bulk, and threatened to
fwallow up the whole lands of the kingdom.
Thefe things cried aloud for reformation, and
the great prince who was now upon the throne
made fome amendments in a few particulars.

One of the ftatutes of Weftminfter 1275. fet Remedies.

fome bounds'to the immunities of the clergy, by
enaéting, that when a clerk was indiéted in the
King’s court for any felony, he fhould not be de-
hvel ed to his ordinary, until he had undergone
an inqueft and trial -by lawful men®. By the
famous ftatute of mortmain, A. D. 1279., a flop
was put to the further increafe of the pofieflions
of the church, which were already far too great,
For by that ftatute it was enaéted, « That from
¢ henceforth none fhall either give, fell, be-
¢¢ queath, or change, or by any other title what-
¢ foever affign, any lands, tenements, or rents,
¢ to any religious body, withont licence from
¢ the King bad for that purpofe.” s

In the year 1248., Robert Kilwarby Alch- Peckham

ba{hop of Canterbury, bemg promoted to be primate.

3t Coke’s Inft. part ii. p. 156
* Knyghton, col.2462.  Statutes at Large, p-83. °

c 2 cardinal
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Cent.x1m. cardinal of Oporto by the Pope, refigned his fee,
“—~— and went to Rome. His Holinefs, after rejeét-

Synod of
Reading.

ing Robert Burnell Bifhop of Bath and Wells,
who was eleéted by the monks of Canterbury,
nominated John Peckham, a Francifcan friar, to
that high dignity, who is faid to have paid a good
fum for his nomination®. Peckham being con-
fecrated by the Pope, came over to England,
and was peaceably received by Edward, who did
not think fit at this time to engage in a quarrel |

" with the court of Rome.

This primate held a provincial fynod at Read-
ing; in Auguft 1279.; in which the conftitutions
of Ottobon were confirmed, and feveral canons
were made,— about the collation to benefices ;—
defcribing the perfons againft whom the fentence
of excommunication was to be annually de-
nounced,—againft the clergy keeping concu-
bines,— about baptifin,—and about the govern-
ment of monks and nuns3*, - But fome of thefe
canons concerning excommunication were fo dif-
agreeable to the King and parliament, that the
venerable Father John Archbithop of Canterbury
was obliged to appear before the King in his
parliament at Michaelmas the fame year, and
there had the mortification to fee fome of the
articles of his late canons blotted out, and others
changed ; and was made to declare his affent to
thefe alterations. This was a very bold effort
(confidering the times) of the civil power againft

* Du Pin, vol.xi. p.75. 3 Spelman Concil, t, 11, P-320;
‘eccle-
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ecclefiaftical tyranny, and a proper prelude to Cent.XIIL
the ftatute of mortmain, which was enaéted by
the fame parliament.

The fame primate held another council of his
clergy at Lambeth, A.D. 1281., in which feveral
canons were made. The moft remarkable of .
thefe was the firft, which related to the adminift
tration of the eucharift. Amongft other things
it is decreed, that at the elevation of the hoft the
bells fhall ring, and all that hear them, even out
of church, thall fall down on their knees. The -
fame canon contains alfo direétions to the priefts,
what inftruétions they ought to give the people
about this facrament*. One of thefe inftruétions
is fo fingular, that it well deferves a place here:
¢ Let priefts alfo take care, when they give holy
¢ communion at Eafter, or at any other time to
< the fimple, diligently to inftruét them, that the
¢ body and blood of our Lord is given them at
¢ once under the {pecies of bread ; nay, the very
¢ living and true Chrift, who is entirely under
¢ this fpecies.in the facrament. And let them
¢t alfo inftruét them, that what is at the {fame time
¢« given them to drink, is not the facrament, but
¢¢ mere wine, to be drank for the more eafy fwal-~
¢« lowing of the facrament which they have
¢« taken®.” Thefe wifeinfiruétions were plainly
. intended to prepare the poor laics for what foon
after happened, the depriving them of the cup

35 Du Pin’s Ch., Hift, vol.11. p-131. Johnfon’s Canons, an.x281.
3 Spelman’s Con. v.3. p.329. |

c 3 entirely,
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‘Cent.XHI, éntirely, and leaving them to fwallow their dry
= bread in the beft manner they could.

Primate’s
letter to

the King.

New he-
refy.

The inclination which Edward and the parlia-
ment had lately difcovered, to fet fome bounds
to the increafing power and wealth of the clergy,
was by no means agreeable to the Archbithop;
who, in the year 1281., wrote a very fharp letter
to the King on that fubjeé*. In that letter he
complains, that the church was opprefled, cons
trary to the decrees of the popes, the canons of
councils, and the fanéion of orthodox fathers;
¢ in which,” fays he, “there isthefupremeauthe- -
“ rity, the fupreme truth, the fupreme fanctity ;
¢ ‘and no end can be put to difputes,unlefs wecan
« fubmit our folemnity to thefe three gieat laws.”
In this epiftle the primate roundly declares, that
no oaths fthall bind him.to do any thing againft
the interefts and liberties of the church; and very
kindly offers ¢ to abfolve the King from any oath
“ he may have taken that can anywife incite him
« againft the church.” But this thundering letter
made no impreffion on King Edward, who ¢on-
tinued to take feveral other fteps towards abridg-
ing theexorbitant power and wealth of the clergy.

ArchbifhopPeckham took occafion,A.D.1286.,
to difplay his orthodoxy, and {kill in fcholaftic di-
vinity, by cenfuring feveral propofitions main-
tained by one Richard Knapwell, a Dominican
friar ; the only heretic we hear of in England in

_ the thirteenth century. Thefe propofitions main-

41 DuPin’s Ch. Hift. vol. 11, p.131. Spelman’s Concil. t.2. p. 341,
tained
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tained by the friar, and condemned by the pri- Ceat.X1I
mate, are fo far curious, as they fhew us.what ~—
were the fubjeéts of controverfy and difquifition
amongft the divines and philofophers of this pe-
riod, and were as.follow: ¢ 1, That the dead
¢ body of Jefus Chrift had not the fame fubftan-
¢ tial form as when living. . That if the eu-
¢ chariftical bread had been confecrated with
« thefe words, Z%is is my body, during the three
« days Jefus Chrift lay in his grave, the bread
« would have been tranfubftantiated into the
« new form which the body of Chrift took at the
¢ feparation of his foul. 3. That after the re-
¢¢ furreétion of Jefus Chrift, the.euchariftical
¢ bread is tranfubftantiated by virtue of thefe
¢ words, This is my body, into the whole living
o body of Chrift; that is, the matter of the bread
# is converted into the matter of his body, and
¢ the fubftantial form of the bread into the fub-
¢ ftantial form of his body ; that is to fay, inte
¢ his intelleétual foul, fo far as it conftitutes the
¢ form of his body. 4. That in man there is
¢ only one form, namely, his rational foul, with-
¢« out any other fubftantial form. 5. Thatin ar.
s ticlesof faith, a man is not bound toreft on the
¢ authority of the Pope, or of any prieft or doc-
¢ tor ; but that the holy fcriptures, and right rea-

¢ {on, are the only foundations of our aflent*.”*
One cannot help wondering how fo important a
truth as that which is contained in the laft pro-

"

3 T.Wykes, p. 114, Knyghton, cal.2467. Spel. Con. vol. 2. p.347.
c 4 pofition,
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Cent. XIII. pofition, ever came into company with the vile
== jargon and nonfenfe of all the reft. “This laft pro-

The King
extorts .
money
from the
elergy.

pofition, however, was no doubt confidered by
the primate as the greateft and moft dangerous
herefy of the whole

Archbithop Peckham dying A.D. 1292., was
fucceeded, after a vacancy of two years, by Ro-
bert Winchelfey, who fat very uneafy in the ar-
chleplfcopal chair. King Edward being much
engaged in war, had great occafion for money,
and made f'xequent demand% upon the clergy,
which were confidered by them as grievous en-
croachments on the immunities of the church.
Thefe demands of money became more frequent
and more heavy during the primacy of Winchel-
fey, on account of the long and expenfive war
with Scotland. Intheyear 1294.,while the Arch-
bifhop-eleét was ftill at Rome, Edward feized all
the money which had been colleéted in England
for the holy war, and was depofited in feveldl
monafteries, and applied it to his own ufe®. A
few months after this, he called an affembly of
the clergy to meet at Weftminfter on the 21t
September in the fame year, and demanded from
them one half of all their revenues, both fpiritual
and temporal *. This demand, as might have
been expeéted, was not very cheerfully complied
with; and theyobtained an audience of the King,
in order to perfirade him to accept of a more mo-
derate proportion.  But William Montfort Dean

# T. Wykes, p. 126. Walfing. p.63.
4 M. Wefl. p. 421, 422.

of
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of St.Paul’s, whom they had appointed their cent.xmr.
orator, was thrown into {o violent an agitation of ~——
fpirits, probably by the royal frowns, foon afterhe -
had began his harangue, that lie funk to the
ground, and expired upon the fpot. = When the

clergy, after this fatal accident, had returned to

the monks’ hallat Weftminfter, their deliberations

were interrupted by the intrufion of Sir Jobn Ha-

vering, fent by the King; who, with a fierce me-
nacing air, addreffed the affembly in this laconie
fpeech: ¢ Reverend fathers, if any of' you dare

¢ to contradiét the King’s demand in this bufi-

¢ nefs, let him ftand forth into the midft of this

¢ affembly. that his perfon may be known, and

~ ¢ taken notice of, as a breaker of the peace of

¢ the kingdom.” None of the clergy had cou-

rage to return any anfwer to this {peech, or make

any further oppofition to the King’s demand.

The ‘Archbifhop hearing what havock Edward The ctergy
was making of the revenues of the church; ob: deny the
tained a bull from Boniface VIII., one of the Iig,,}?;"f,,f?
greateft champions for "the’ power, wealth, and parliament
- . O £ to tax
immunities of the clergy, that ever filled the pa- pem,.
pal chair, prohibiting all princes to levy any taxes
on the clergy in their dominions; without the
leave of the holy fec, and forbidding the.clergy
to pay any fuch taxes;” and threatening both
princes and clergy with the dreadful fentence of
excommunication in.cafe of difobedience*, Win-
chelfey, armed ‘with this impenetrable fhield (as -

# Rymer, vol.2. p«jo6. Heming. vol. 1. .p.IO4-
he
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Cent.XIIL. he imagined) againft all future attempts on the
— v~ facred patrimony of the church, returned into

England; and foon had occafion to tryits ftrength
and efficacy. For Edward held a parliament at
St. Edmundfbury, on November 3. A.D. 1296.%,
in which hedemanded from the cIer gy a fifth ofall
their moveables. They refufed to comply with
this demand ; and the Archbithop produced the
Pope’s bull, which he had hitherto kept fecret,
as the ground of their refufal#, Though the King
was greatly offended at this refufal, and ftill more
at the pretence on which it was built, he did not
immediately proceed to extremities, but gave
them to the next meeting of parliament to con-
fider of the matter. At the meeting of the next
parliament 15th January 1297., the clergy ftill
perfifted in refufing to comply with the Kmrr $
demand. *

Theclergy ~ Edward, perceiving that this difpute was come

obliged to

fubmit,

to a crifis,and that he muft noweftablith the right
of King and parliament to tax the poffeflions of
the clergy without the confent of the Pope, or for
ever give it up, determined to carry his point,
With this view he told the clergy, that fince they
would contribute nothing to the fupport of his
government, they fhould receive no proteétion

.from it ; and he gave orders to all his judges to

do every man juftice againft the clergy, but to do .
them juftice againft no man. At the fame time
he direted writs to all the fheriffs in England,

4 Walfing. p.68. ‘ # Heming, vol.1. p.107.
# Walfing. p.68.

come
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commanding them ¢ to feize all the lay fees of cent.xmI
«'the clergy, as well fecular as regular, together ~™—
<« with their goods and chattels, and keep them :
< in their pofleflion, until they received further

<« orders from him.”” 'Thefe two things brought

fuch a torrent of abufes, injuries, and diftrefles

on the clergy, that many of them very foon com-

plied with the King’s demand, and obtained the
proteétion of the government, and reftitution of

their eftates and goods. At laft, even the Arch-

bithop himfelf, the chief author of all this difturb-

ance, after he had been ftripped of all, and almoft
reduced to want the neceffaries of life, was
brought to fubmiffion, and paid the fifth part of

his moveables, to redeem the reft of his poflef-

fions®. | ‘Thus did this great King, by his wife

and fteady meafures, triumph'over the covetous

and felfith claims of the Pope and clergy, when

their power was'at the highett.

While this great conrtroAverfy between the King Synod of
and the 'clergy fubfited, the primate held a pro- London
vincial fynod at London in January 1298., in
which it was decreed, ¢ That the feizers of eccle-

s« fiaftical goods, and fuch as took them away by
«'violence, without thefree leaveof their owners,
s or of their bailiffs, be publicly and in general
< denounced to be under the fentence of the
¢« greater éxcommumnication,by the bithops them- -
< felves in the cathedral churches and other no-
< table places, by other idoneous men, in other

4 M. Weft, p.429. Walfing. p.69.
¢ churches



98 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IV.

Cent.X1I. ¢ churches of every diocefe, at the command of
"« the diocefan®.” But the whole body of the
clergy being immediately after this put out of the
proteétion of the law, and expofed to all manner
of infults,thefe excommunications were either not
denounced, or not regarded. After this ftorm was
blown over, and the Archbithop had recovered
the pofieflion of his fee, he fent a folemn mandate
to all the bithops of his province, dated at Otte-
ford 6th ides of July 1293., enjoining and com-
manding them, by virtue of their canonical obe-
dience, 1. To caufe the fentence of excommuni-
cation to be publithed in every church in each of -
“their diocefes, againtt all feizers of the goods of
ecclefiaftical men, according to the decree of the
fynod of ‘London. 2. To caufe the fame fen-
tence to be publifhed in each of their cathedral
churches, twice a-year, againft all infringers of
the "great charter, and the charter of forefts
(which had been lately renewed by the King),
and to caufe the faid charters to be at the fame
time publicly read before the people. 3. To caufe
the fame fentence of the greater excommunica-
tion to be publifhed in every church in each of
their diocefes, every Lord’s day, and every fefti-
val, againft all who thould be guilty of beating or
imprifoning clergymen. All thefe excommuni-
cations were to be pronounced with the greateft
pofiible folemnity, with bells tolling and candles
lighted, that it may caufe the greater dread;

46 Johnfon’s Canons, an.1298.

« for
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« for laymen (fays the primate) have greater re- ceus.xiv.
¢ gard to this folemmty than to the effeét of fuch ~——
¢ {entences.” 7

Archbifhop Wmchelfey held a provmclal fynod synod of
at Merton, A.D. 1305-5 in which feveral canons Merton.
were made, relating to the payment of tithes, the
duty of ftipendiary or mafs priefts,andfome other
things of no great importance. The fourth canon
of this fynod may perhaps be thought curious, as
it contains a very full and diftinét detail of the
feveral books, veftments, and utenfils which were
ufed in the celebration of divine fervice in this
period, together with the other furniture and or-
naments of their churches. The defign of the
canon was to put an end to all difputes between
the reétors of churches and their parifhioners, by
afcertaining what part of the books, veftments,
utenfils, furniture, and ornaments of the church
each of them was to provide and keep in repair.
By this conflitution the parifhioners were obliged
to provide the following books for their church,
viz. A Legend or Leéionary, a book containing
all the leflfons, out-of fcripture, and other books,
which were to be read throughout the year; 2. An
Antiphonar,a book ‘containingall theinvitatories,
refpoufes, verfes, colleé’cs, and every thing that -
-was faid or {fung in the quire, except the leflons ;
3. A Grail, a book containing the traéts, fe-
" quences, hallelujahs, the creed, offertory, trifa-
gium, &c. and the office for fprinkling the holy
water, and all that was to be fung at high mafs :

47 Spel. Con. vol.2. p.428.
4. A Pfal-
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Cent.XIV. 2. A Pfalter ; 5. A Troper, which contained only
the fequences which were not in the Grail; 6. The
Ordinal,a book containing direétions for the right
" method of performing all the divine offices; this
book was fometimes called the Pie or Portuis;
». A Miffal or Mafs-book ; 8. A Manual, a book
containing the offices of baptifm, and the other
facraments, except the mafs, with the ferviee
ufed at proceflions. It muft have been a great
‘expence to parifhes to provide all thefe boaks be-
fore the invention of printing, when the common
price of a mafs-book was five marks, equal to the
yearly ftipend of fome vicars at that time. Be-
fides thefe books, the parithioners were obliged -
to provide the following veftments, viz. 1. The
principal veftment, or beft cope, to be ufed on
the greater feftivals; 2. A chefible, being the
garment worn by the prieft next under the cope,
and which was fometimes called the planet; 3. A
dalmatic, the garment ufed by the deacon; 4. A
tunic, for the fub-deacon; 5. A choraal cope, for.
common ufe, with its appendages, viz. the alb, -
amyt, ftole, maniple, and girdle; 6. Three fur-
plices, and ohe rochet, or furplice withoutfleeves;
7. A frontal or covering for the great altar, and
three or four towels. The parithioners were fur-
ther obliged to provide the following facred uten-
fils; 1. Achalice or cup for the wine,with a patin
or cover, both of filver; 2. A pyx orbox for the
body of Chrift, of ivory or filver; 3. A cenfer;
4. A crofs for proceflions, and another crofs for
the dead to be ufed in the burial office; 5. A bap-
12 tifmal
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tifmal font, with lock and key; 6. A veflel for cent.x1v.
* the holy water; 7. A great candleftick for the —v—*
taper at Eafter; 8. A lanthorn and hand-bell, to
be carried before the body of Chrift in the vifita-
tion of the fick ; 9. An ofculatory, or board with
the pi¢ture of Chritt or the Virgin Mary painted
on it, which the prieft kiffed immediately after
confecrating the hoft, and then handed about to
the congregation to kifs; 10. All the images in
the church, and the chief image in the chanceld
The parifhioners were obliged alfo to build and
keep in repair the body of the church, the glafs
windows, and to furnith it with bells, and feveral
other things. Al this muft have been attended
with a very great expence,:as feveral of thefe
articles were coftly, both in their materials and
workmanthip. The rectors were ob]iged to keep
the chancel, with its defks, &c. in repair. ¢

The holding the fynod of Merton was amongft Troubles
the laft pubhc aéts of Archbithop Winchelfey, in °f ‘he e
the reign of Edward L, he being foon after i in.
volved in very grievous troubles For though the
King and the primate had been outwardly recon-
ciled to one another feveral years ago, yet that -
reconciliation never was fincere. The primate
ftill continued to defend the immunities of the -
clergy with much zeal, and warmly joined with
that party of the barons who oppofed Edward’s
arbitrary meafures, and obliged him frequently
to ¢confirm the great charter, againft his inclina-

# Spel. Conc, vol.2. ‘p.g3a. Johnfon’s' Canons, A.D. 1305.
tion.
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tion. The King was greatly enraged at this be-
haviour of'the AI‘Chblﬂ]Op, and onlv waited a fa-
vourable opportunity to make hlm feel the weight
of his refentment. Such an opportumty now of-

‘fered. The High Conftable, and Earl Marthal,

the two heads of' that party-to which the primate
had conftantly adhered, had lately been deprived
of their offices, and obliged to throw themfelves
on the King’s mercy. Boniface VIIL, the great

gfriend and protector of Winchelley, was now

Checks
given by
parliament
to the ex-
actions of
the clergy.

dead, andthe papal chair was filled by Clement V.
who having been born in Edward’s Krench
dominions, was much difpofed to favour his na-
tive fovereign. The King accufed the Archbi-
thop before the Pope of various crimes, particu-
larly of difturbing the peace of the kingdom by
abetting the factious barons; and His Holinefs
fufpended him from the execution of his office,
deprived him of the temporalities of his fee, and
cited him to appear at Rome*; where he conti-
nued in indigence and difgrace, till after the
King’s death, when he wasrecalled by Edward II.
and reftored to his dignities and poffeflions.
Edward L., in the abfence of the primate,endea-
voured to reform feveral ecclefiaftical abufes in

.his laft parliament, which met at Carlifle 211t Ja-

nuary 1307. The fuperiors of feveral religious
orders, who lived beyond feas, ufed frequently to
come into England, on pretence of vifiting the
monafteries of their order 3 from whence they

# Walfing. p.91. ~ W, Thorn. col.2003.
extorted
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~extorted great fums of money, which they carried cent.x1V.
out of the kingdom. To prevent this praétice; —~—
a ftatute was made, prohibiting the exportation

of the goods of religious houfes on any pretence
whatfoever. *°

The court of Rome, ever fertile in expedients Provifions,

for obtaining power and wealth, had lately in-

vented a new method of getting the difpofal of

all ecclefiaftical benefices and preferments. This

was by giving reverfionary grants of benefices

before they became vacant; by which the legal -
patrons were deprived of their right of prefenta-

tion. Thefe grants were called provifions,becaufe

thereby fucceffors were provided to incumbents

while they were yet living. The Pope had alfo,

about this time, laid claim to the firft-fruits of all

vacant bithoprics, which had formerly belonged

‘to the King. The parliament made loud com-

plaints againft thefe, and feveral other fchemes,

which the court of Rome had lately fet on foot to

drain the kingdem of money. In order to ob-

tain a redrefs of thefe new grievances, the parlia-

ment drew up a lift of them, which they fent to

the Pope, accompanied with a very fpirited
letter. - This lift of grievances confifted of feven
artlcles which were as follows :

. The extravagant number .of provifions Lit of
granted by the Pope, of the beft fpiritual prefer. grievances
ments, to Italians, or other foreigners, and non-
refidents, to the great prejudice of the founders,
benefa&ors, and their fucceflors, and to fuch

% Coke’s 2d Inft, p. 580.  Ryley’s Placit. Parl. p. 132.
VOL. VIII. D as
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Cent. XIV. as had the right of advowfon, and the gifts of
=~ fuch preferments.

- 2. The rents and revenues of religious houfes,
which the Pope intended to apply to the ufe of
divers cardinals.

3. Concerning firft fruits of vacant benefices
referved to the Pope, a thing never heard of be-
fore ; concerning the colleétion whereof; he had
lately iffued forth divers hard and fevere orders,
much prejudicial to the King, kingdom, and the
whole Englith church. ,

4. About Peter-pence; that it was not taken
according to the firft grant, but exaéted to treble
the value.

5. Concerning ]egaaes given to pious ufes;
that they were wickedly demanded, and exaéted
by the authority of the apoftolic fee, and con-
verted to other ufes than the teftator or donor
intended. :

6. Concerning debts ; that creditors went to
the Pope’s clerks, and offered them half'the debt,
more or lefs, to get the reft; who prefently caufed
the debtors to be {fummoned, or diftrained, to
anfwer before them.

7. Concerning indiftiné legacies ; though ap-

proved bythe civil or common law, yet the Pope’s -

clerks impiouflyappropriated them to themfelves,
contrary to the defign of the deceafed. +*
‘William Tefta, the Pope’s nuncio, was called
before the parliament, fharply reprimanded for
thefe new aéts of extor thI'l, and commanded to

¥ Ryley’s Placit. Parl p. 380, M. Weft, p. 457.
: @ defift
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defift from them; and his inferior agents were
ordered to be profecuted with the utmoft feverity.
This noble {pirit of the Englifh parliament gave a
momentary check to the cruel exaétions of the

court of Rome; but brought no effectual remedy,

as will appear from the fequel of this hiftory.
There were but few innovationsin the doétrine
of the church of England inthis period ; the minds
of the clergy being much more keenly engaged
in the purfuits of power and wealth, than in {pe-
culative difquifitions. There happened, how-
ever, a confiderable change in the {entiments of
, the church in the point of tranfubftantiation, in
the courfe of the thirteenth century. In the be-
ginning of this century, the doétrine of the church
on this fubjeét, as declared by the fourth general
Lateran council, was, ¢ That the bread was tran-
¢¢ fubftantiated into the body of Jefus Chrift, and
‘¢ the wine into his blood*.”” But before the
end of the century, the faithful were taught to
believe, ¢ That both the body and blood of our

35
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¢ Lord, nay, the whole living and true Chrift,

¢« was given them at once, under the fpecies of
¢¢ bread; and that the wine which was given
¢¢;them at the fame time to drink was not the
facrament, but mere wine .’ There were not
-a few changes in the worfhip and difcipline of
the church in this period.  'The number of

feftivals was confiderably increafed ; bells were

tolled at the elevation of the hoft, to engage the
adoration even of thofe who were without the

s Du Pin, vol. £1. p. 96. 5 Spel. Conc. vol.2, p» 320,
D 2 church.
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cent.X1v. church®%. In partaking of the eucharift, fome-
“—~— times a cup of wine was given to the laity, though
it was declared to be no part of the facrament ; at
other times they were put off with the wathings of
the prieft’s fingers*s. Confeflion was more ﬁnétly
and more generally enjoined than formerly ; and
none were permitted to communicate who did
not give evidence of their having confeffed .
‘What were called ip/o facto or ipfo jure fufpen-
fions and deprivations (by which thofe priefts who .
were guilty of certain irregularities and vices were
declared to be {ufpended from their offices, or de-
prived of their benefices, came firft into ufe in
this period. The firft example we meet with of
fufpenfions and deprivations of this kind, is in the
Contftitutions of Otho, the Pope’s legate, in the
fynod of London, A.D. 1237. By the .15th of
thefe conftitutions it is decreed, That all mar-
ried priefts be ip/o jure deprived of their bene-
fices ; that all their goods, even thofe which they -
had gotten with their wives, be applied to the
ufe of the church; and that their children be
incapable of church-preferments *’.  But this was
anl obftinate plague (as they called it), which for
feveral centuries baffled all the power and cun-
. ning of the court of Rome, and required extra-
ordinary methods to drive it out of the church.
General excommunications came alfo into ufe in
this century, by which all who were guilty of
certain vices and crimes, though known only to

54 Spel. Con. t. a. p. 33§ % Johafon’s Can. A D. 1236—121.
3¢ 1d.ibid. vol. 2. A.D. 1238—1. % Td!ibid. A. D, 1237-—15

God



€hap. z. Se&. 1. RELIGION.

God and their own confciences, were declared
to be excommunicated. = Thefe general excom-
munications were at firft denounced chiefly
againft fuch as injured the clergy, by detaining
their tithes, defrauding them of any of their dues,
or ftealing any thing belonging to the church.

37
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They were to be publifhed by every parifh prieft _

in his bholy veftments, with bells tolling and
candles lighted, before the whole congregation,
in the mother tongue, on Chriftmas, Eafter,
Pentecoft, and Allhallows-day **. That thefe
excommunications might make the greater im-
preflion on tender confciences or timorous na-
tures, they contained the moft horrible infernal

curfes that could be devifed : < Let them be ac-
¢ curfed eating and drinking ; walking and fit-

¢ ting ; {peaking - and holding their peace;
« waking and fleeping; rowing -and riding ;
¢ laughing and weeping ; in houfe and in field ;
* ¢ on water and on land, in all places. Curfed
¢ by their head and their thoughts; their eyes
«and their ears, their tongues and their lips ;
- ¢ their teeth and their throats ; their fhoulders
¢« and their breafts; their feet and their legs ;
< their thighs and their inwards. Let them re-
¢¢ main accurfed from the bottom of the foot to
¢ the crown of the head, unlefs they bethink
¢ themfelves and come to fatisfaction. Andjuft
< as this candle is deprived of its prefent light, fo
¢ let them be deprived of their fouls in hell.”” s

5¢ Spelman. Con. vol.2. p. 181, ~ % Wanly’s Catak;‘gue.
D 3 Such
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Such was the bitter unchriftian ]dnguaae of the
excommunications of thofe times !

But that which is moft worthy of our attention, -
or ratherof our indignation, in the church-hiftory
of this period,.is, the unfatiable avarice, and
boundlefs ambition of the court of Rome. The
arts of that court to drain this unbappy kingdom
of its treafure, and fleeceboth the clergyand lalty,
were almoft innumerable. What prodigious fums
of money were yearly carried out of England to
Rome, — by pilgrims; ' by thofe who profecuted

* appeals, and lawfuits, before that court ;— by

Pride of
the popes.

prelates who went thither to obtain confecration,
and the confirmation of their ele¢tions; —by fuch
as went to folicit, or perhaps to purchafe, church-
preferments, which were almoft all beftowed by
the Pope ;—by the legates and nuncios who from
time to time carried off incredible {ums, raifed on
variouspretences ;—by theItalians,who poflefled
many of the richeft benefices in England; — by
the firft-fruits of benefices ;—by Peter-pence ; —
by the annual tribute impofed upon King John
and his fucceflors, and by feveral other means !
The popes,who hypocritically ftyled themfelves
The fervants of the_fervants of the Lord, pretended

-to be the univerfal monarchs of the Chriftian

world, both in temporals and fpirituals, and
treated, not only the kings of England, but all
the other fovereigns of Europe, as their vaflals
and fubjeéts. ' BonifaceVIIL., who flourithed to- _
wards the end of this period, carried thefe ambi-
tious prctences to the greateft height, as appears

from



Chap. 2. Se&. 1. RELIGION. 39

from his famous bull, dire¢ted to Philip the Fair, cent.x1v.
King of France, dated sth December 1301.: ==
* Boniface the bithop, a fervant of the fervants

¢ of God, to Philip King of France. Fear God,

¢ and keep his commandments. We will you to

¢ know, that you are fubjeét to us, both in {pi-

¢ rituals and temporals. You have no right to

¢ beftow benefices and prebends, &c. &c. We

% declare them heretics who believe the con-

"¢ trary.” * ‘It will be difficult to find in hitory

fuch an example of infolent humility.

Though this kingdom, and other parts of New
Chriftendom already fwarmed with monks and :f‘d;::hks.
nuns of various orders, feveral new orders were
inftituted abroad in this period, and foon after
their inftitution tranfplanted into England. The
moft confiderable of thefe new orders were the
Francifcans and Dominicans. The Francifcan
order was founded about the beginning of the
thirteenth century by Francis of Affify, from
whom they took their name. They were firft in-
troduced into England A. D. 1216., and foon
became famous for their pretended fanétity and
real wealth, The Dominican order was founded
about the year 1215., by Dominic de ‘Gufman,
one of thofe cruel enthufiafts, who preached up
the croifade againft the Albigenfes, bywhich fuch
multitudes of unhappy people were deftroyed,
for no other crime than rejecting the tyranny,
idolatry, and fuper{htlons of the church of Rome.

"

¢ Du Pin, vol. 13. p.§. =
D 4 : The ‘
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The Dominicans were firft eftablithed at Thou-
loufe, which was the centre of thofe pretended
heretics they were defigned to deftroy; and
from thence they foon fpread over all Chriften-
dom ; and fettled in England A.D. 1217.°
This order hath long inherited the fpirit of its
founder, having the direétion of the infernal
tribunal of the inquifition, by which fo many
thoufands of good men have been condemned to
the flames.

SECTION II

Hiflory of Relzgzon in Great Britain, from A. D 1307,
to A.D. 1399.

THE conduét of the blihops of Rome never
correfponded very well with the humbletitle
which they affumed, viz. The_ fervants of the fer-
wants of the Lord. ' But, in the dark ages we are
now delineating, they a¢ted much more like the
fovereigns than the fervants of the Chriftian world
andtreated the greateft monarchs astheirfubjeéts.
In the firft year of the fourteenth century, Boni-
faceVIII. declared, in abull directed to the King
of France,—* That God had eftablithed the Pope
<« fovereign over all kings and kingdoms, to pluck
¢ up, to deftroy, to fcatter, or to build ; — that
< the King of France ought not to think that he
<« hath no fuperior, and is not fubjeét to the

$ Du Pin, vol. 2. P 157.

b - - ¢ Pope;
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¢ Pope;—that he who is of that opinion is a fool
« and an infidel.”*

Nor was the avarice of the popes of thofe times
inferior to their ambition; and while they infulted
all the fovereigns who were in communion with
them, they plundered their fubjeéts without mea-
fure and without mercy. In a word, the pride and
rapacity to thofe pretended vicars of the humble
Jefus, were fo great, that they could hardly be
endured by the moft infatuating fuperftition,
and excited loud complaints in every Chriftian
country.

In a parliament held at Carlifle in January
A.D. 1307., great complaints were made of the
tyranny and rapacity of the Pope,—in beftowing
many of the beft benefices in the kingdom by
provifoes on Italians and other foreigners, to the
prejudice of the kingdom and of the lawful pa-
trons ; — in granting penfions to cardinals out of
the revenues of religious houfes ; — in.demand-
ing the firft-fruits of vacant benefices, which was
a new demand, and very prejudicial to the King
and kingdom ; —in raifing the rate of Peter-
pence much higher than the original grant ;— in
feizing legacies which had been given to pious
ufes, &c. An aét was made in confequence of
thefe complaints, prohibiting all thefe encroach-
ments and extortions for the future?. But this
aét was ill executed, and had little or no effect.

' Du Pin, Hift. Ecclef. Cent. XIV. chap.1.
3 Riley’s Placita Parliamentaria, ps 379-

Robert
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Robert Winchelfey Archbifhop of Canterbury,
who had been feveral years in exile, was recalled
by Edward II. immediately after his acceflion®.
But that unfortunate prelate foon loft the favour
of the young king, by refufing to difpenfe with
the canons againft pluralities and non-refidence,
in favourof the royal chaplains and court-clergy.*

The profecution of the knights-templars,
which terminated in the diffolution of the order,
and the execution of many of its members, en-
gaged the attention of all the nations of Europe,
for feveral years, in the beginning of the four-
teenth century. This order, at its inftitution
A.D. 1118., confifted only of nine knights, who
had their 1eﬁdence in a houfe near the Temple
(from which they obtained the name of the
knights-templars), and engaged in the proteétion
of the Chriftian pilgrims who vifited Jerufalem.
Many of thefe pilgrims being princes, prelates,
barons, and perfons of great wealth, they were
very liberal to their protectors ; and the knights-
templars, by degrees, became numerous and
opulent, having many valuable eftates in every

* Chriftian country. Their profperity orrupted

their manners, created them many enemies, and
at length brought on their ruin. Two kmghts,
who had been feverely punifhed for their crimes,
publicly charged the whole order with the moft
deteftable enormities. ' They affirmed particu.
larly, —1. That every knight, at his admiffion

e Wilkin. Concil. t.2. p.2go. 4 Antiq, Britan. p.209.
f 10 into
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into the order, was obliged to abjure Jefus Chrift, Cent.X1V.
to fpit upon the crucifix, and to trample it under =
his feet : — 2. That they difcharged him from all ;
intercourfe with- women ; but allowed him to
commit the fin of Sodom : — 3. That they com-

pelled him to worfhip a wooden head, with a

long beard, which was adored by the whole order,

in their general affemblies. This ftrange dif-
covery made a mighty noife, and was very agree-

able to the enemies of the order. Philip the

Tair, King of France, was the moft dangerous,
becaufe he was the moft powerful of their ene-

mies. That prince commanded all the Templars

in his dominions to be feized in one day (Oéto-

ber 5. A.D. 1307.), and thrown into prifon.s

Though Clement V,, who filled St. Peter’s chair synod of

at that time, feemed at firft to be difpleafed with London.
the proceedings of the King of France againit the
Templars, he was foon prevailed upon, by the
profpect of tharing in their {poils, to imitate his
example, and to animate both princes and pre-

lates againft them, by his bulls. In confequence

of one of thefe bulls, direéted to Robert Winchel-

fey Archbifhop of Canterbury, a provineial {ynod

was held at London, in November A.D. 1309., in

which the affair of the Templars in England was
debated. A great mafs of evidence againft the
Templars, which had been collected by the Bithop

of London, and other commiffioners appointed -
- by the Pope to examine thofe of that order in
England, was laid before this fynod.. Upon the

s Dy Piny Hift. Beclef: Cent. XIV. ch. 2.
' force
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cent.X1V. force of that evidence, long and warm debates
= enfued, and at length the following fentence was

pronounced : ¢ That the Templars in London
¢ fhould be feparated from one another, and ex-
¢« amined again concerning the crimes objeéted
¢ to them, and that new interrogatories fhould
¢ be put to them, that if poflible fome truth
¢ might be extraéted from them by their own
¢« confeflions: that the fame thing fhould be done
¢ to the Templars confined at Lincoln: that if
by thefe feparations and interrogatories they

<« confeffed nothing more than they had done’

¢¢ before, they fhould then be put to the rack ;
¢ but without mutilation, or the too violent effu-
¢ fion of blood. That the bifhops of London and
¢ Chefter, with the other commiffioners, fhould
¢ acquaint the Archbithop when all thiswas done,
¢ that he might re-affemble the fynod’.”” The
execution of this curious fentence took up a good
deal of time : for the fynod was not re-affembled
till the feaft of the exaltation of the holy crofs,
A.D.1311. At that meeting, all the Templars
who had been feized and brought to London ap-
peared before the fynod, and publicly confefled,
¢ — That they had been accufed of fo many ar-
¢ ticles of herefy, that they could not legally ex- :
¢ culpate themfelves ; and therefore they prayed
¢¢ for the mercy of God and of the church; and
¢ were ready to receive and perform whatever
¢ penancesthouldbe enjoined them.” Uponhear:
ing this, the fynod decreed—< That they thould

¢ Wilkio, Concil. tom. 2. p. 314 ;
11 be
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¢ be feparated from one another, and fent to the Cent.XIV.
« different monafteries of England to perform ™
¢¢ the penances which fhould be enjoined them,

¢ until the holy fee, in a general council, thould

¢ finally determine concerning their ftate and

¢ order.” ’ i

A general council, confifting of about 300 Order of

archbifhops and bifhops, met at Vienne in Dau- g}:}gﬁ‘
phiny, Oétober 16. A.D. 1311. The chief in-
tention of calling this council was, to determine

the fate of the Templars, and to difpofe of their

great eftates. - After long deliberation, a folemn

feflion of the council was held, May 22. A.D.

1312., in which Pope Clement V. prefided in per.

fon, and at which the King of France, the capital
enemy of the Templars, was prefent. In this feft

fion the final {fentence againit the Templars was
pronounced with great folemnity, diffolving that

order, and be{’cowmcr all its riches on the knights-
hofpitallers. But the fentence itfelf contains fuf.

ficient evidence, that thofe who pronounced it

were confcious of its feverity, or rather of its injuf-

tice. For the Pope, in his bull of condemuation,
declared, ¢ That though it could not be done

¢ according to the ufual rules and forms of juf:

¢¢ tice, yet he diffolved the order of the Templars

s by the plenitude of his power®.””  Thus fell

the famous order of the knights-templars, after it

had flourithed almoft two centuries, and had at-
tained a great dpgree of profpeuty and wealth.

7 Wilkin, Concil. tom. 2. p. 314. ]
* Du Pin, Cent. XIV. ch.2. Walfing. Hift. Angl an. x_;n

That
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cent.x1v. 'That many of its members were diffolute in their
“=~ manners is not improbable; but that an order of
‘ knights inftituted for fighting in defence of
Chriftianity, thould make the renouncing of
Chrift, with every mark of contempt, the capital
ceremony of their admiffion, is altogether incre-
dible. ) )
The Eng-  From the time that William the Conqueror
fihm;lfa‘;iy feparated the ecclefiaftical from the civil jurifdic- |
of griev-  tion, there had been continual difputes between
-t the ecclefiaftical and civil courts, about the limits
of their authority. Manyattempts had'been made
to terminate thefe difputes, by regulating the
boundaries of the differentjurifdi¢tions. But this
was found to be a very difficult tafk, on account of
the mixed nature of many aétions, which gave
both the fpiritual and temporal courts a claim to
take cognizance of them. Thefe difputes there-
fore ftill continued : and loud complaints were
made, in the council of London above men-
tioned, of the encroachments of the civil upon
the ecclefiaftical courts. A long catalogue of"
thefe encroachments, which were called griev-
ances, was drawn up by the council, and pre-
fented to the King in parliament, with an earneft
fupplication for redrefs.  This curious catalogue
is far too long to be here inferted; but the folow-
ing article will ferve to give us fome idea of what
the clergy efteemed grievances in this period.—
s Item, When clergymen are ‘apprehended on
¢ fufpicion of a crime, by the civil officers, they
“are mnot immediately delivered up to their
' ¢ bifthops
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¢ bithops upon demand, as of right they ought to Cent.X1V,
“ be, but are long kept in prifon, contrary to the ~——
< liberties of the church and clergy.” Lo the

feveral articles in this long lift of grievances, the -

King, by the advice of his parliament, returned

very artful and evafive anfwers.

The Pope, at the fame time directed abull to Pope’s
the Archbifhop of Canterbury againft the griev- S o0
ances of the Englifh clergy, defiring, or rather jedt,
commanding, the King (to whom the bull was to"
be communicated) to redrefs thefe grievances, in
order to preferve himfelf and his kingdom from
total deftruéion. In this bull, His Holinefs com-

- plains bitterly, ¢ That clerks invefted with the

‘s facerdotal charaéter, and fhining with the

* {plendour of pontifical dignity, were tried by

¢¢ laymen, condemned, and hanged, when found

< guilty of murder or robbery, to the great pro-

< yocation of the fupreme King, who hath for-

¢ bidden the fecular power to touch his anoint-
‘ed*.” In fo thocking a manner did this pre-
tended vicar of Chrift on earth pervert and mif-
apply the word of God ! :

Robert Winchelfey, Archblfhop of Canter= Archbi-
bury, died May 11. A.D. 1313, in the twentieth jhiop T

chelfey’s
year of his primacy. He is faid to have been a geath and
prelate of great piety, an excellent grammarian, character.
philofopher and divine; an affeéting and popular
preacher.  The bigh notions which he enter-
tained of the immunities of the clergy involved

* Wilkin, Concil. tom. 2. p. 314—322. e 14, ibid. p. 323:
1at him
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Cent. XIV. him in many troubles ; which he fuftained with
uncommon fortitude.” .
Reynolds  The monks of Canterbury eleé’ced Thomas
‘:f"cé':’;gfp Cobbeham dean of Salifbury, who was com-
bury. monly called the good clergyman, to be their
archbithop. But the Pope, at the requeft of
Edward II., vacated this eleétion, and in the
plenitude of his apoftolic power, appointed
Walter Reynolds Bifhop of Worcefter to be pri-
Smate, on the 1ft day of October A.D. 1313.”
Extraor- Archbifhop Reynolds appears to have been a
dinary  great favourite of the reigning Pope, Clement V.
§f§§§2 by who not only raifed him to the primacy, but
-the Pope.  grranted him feveral extraordinary powers by his
bulls. By one of thefe bulls he gave him autho-
rity to vifit the feveral diocefes in his province
by proxy; by another he authorifed him to ab-
folve one hundred perfons who lay under the
fentences of excommunication and interdiét ;
and by others he empowered him, —to relax
all who heard him preach or fay mafs, from. one
hundred days penances;—to beflow holy orders
on one hundred baftards ; —to allow twelve
clerks under age to enjoy benefices, with cure
of fouls; — to difpenfe with the canons of
the church againft pluralities in favour of forty
clergymen, &c  In this manner, the popes
of thofe times not only claimed a right to
difpenfe \vith all the laws of the church them-

' Anglia Sacra, tom. 1. p.11—17. ** Id. ibid. p.x8.
¥ Wilkin, Concil, tom. 2. p. 433—444.

Il _ . felves,
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felves, ‘but even to delegate this difpenfing cent.x1v.

power to others. o0y
The difputes between the tem.poral and {piri- Statute

tual courts, about the limits of their feveral jurif- Zzilllegl::f"

di¢tions, ftill continuing, a remarkable ftatute,

commonly called articuli cleri, was made, A, D,

1316., for terminating thefe difputes. As this

ftatute was procured by the clergy,at a time when

their affiftance was much needed, it was very fa-

vourable to their fhameful and exorbitant claims

of exemption from civil authority. By the Jaft

chapter it is granted,—that when clerks confefs

before temporal judges their heinous offences, as

theft, robbery, and murder, they cannot be

judged or condemned by thefe temporal judges

upon their own confeflion, without violating the

privilege of the church; and that the privilege

of the church being demanded 'in due form by

the ordinary, fhall not be denied.” , y
It was not long before one of the bithops had Adam de

occafion to plead this ftatute, and was protected Olzl:(;:':he

by it from the punifhment due to his crimes. li)latute

This was Adam de Orleton, Bifhop of Hereford,

a faétious and martial prelate, who had appeared

in’ arms with the rebellious barons defeated at -

Burrow-bridge A.D, 1321. Being accufed of

high treafon before the Houfe of Peers,in the par-

liament which met at Weftminfter in Lent A, D.

1324., he pleaded his privilege as a clerk, not to

be tried by laymen ; and being fupported in this

“ Coke’s Inflitut. Part 2. p.6or, &e.
VOL. V1II, gk - plea
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Cent.XIV. plea by the other bifhops, it was admitted's. The

Theciti- °

zens of
London
murder
the Bifhop
of Exeter.

Simon
Mepham
primate.

King, fome time after, attempted to bring him to
a trialin the court of King’s Bench, for the fame
crime; but the three archbifhops of Canterbury,
York, and Dublin, came into court with their
croffes borne before them, and carried him from
the bar in triumph'. The Bithop of Hereford
foon after completed his treafonable praétices, by
Joining with the Queen and Mortimer in accom-
plithing the deftruétion of his unhappy fovereign.
The citizens of London did not pay fo great
regard to the privileges of the clergy, as the laws
and courts of juftice. Having embraced, with
the moft ardent zeal, the party of the Queen and
Mortimer, they feized the brave, learned, and
loyal Bithop of Exeter, Walter Stapleton, ftripped
him naked, loaded him with indignities, and at
laft cut off his head in Cheapfide.” ‘
Walter Reynolds Archbifhop of Canterbury
died November 15. A.D. 1327., and was fuc-
ceeded in that very important ftation by Simon
Mepham™. This primate had a long and warm
conteft with the monks of St. Auguftine at Can-
terbury, who pleaded a papal exemption from his
authority. In the courfe of this conteft, fome of

‘the Archbifhop’s fervantsbeat and wounded two

of the monks, and a notary, who had come to
fummon their mafter to appear before Icherius
de Concoret canon of Salifbury, who had been
commiffioned by the Pope to examine and deter-
v T, Walfing. Hift, Ang p-I15. : ¢ Id. p 119.
7 1d. p. 124 '* Anglia Sacra, tom. 1. p.18. 115
mine
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mine this controverfy. This infult was fo highly cent, x1v.
refented by the Pope and his commiflioner, that “——~
the primate was obliged to fwear on the Golpels, -
—That he had given no orders to his fervants;
—that he ewcecmted what they had done;—

that he had turned them all out of his ferv1ce, .

and would never receive any of them into it again.

He was alfo obliged to bring thirtyother witnefles

to corroborate his own teftimony. Icherius,after

he had thus humbled the Archbithop,pronounced

a definitive fentence againft him, and condermed

him to pay no lefs than one thoufand two hun-

dred and forty-one pounds to the convent fortheir
expences', In this manner did the popes of

thofe times, and their meaneft agents, trample

upon: the greateft prelates, when they prefumed

to difpute their moft arbitrary mandates. _

Archbifhop Mepham celebrated feveral provin- Councis.
cial councils, particularly one at St. Paul’s, Lon- :
don; in February A.D. 1328., and another. at
Magfield in July A.D. 1332. In the laft 'of
thefe councils the .number of the great feftivals
to be obferved in the church of England was
afcertained, and the manner preferibed in which
they were to be kept.”

This primate appears to have been \ery di- His difpute .
ligent in difcharging the duties of his office. He ‘];:ftl?o;hzf
vifited the dloceies of Rochefter, Chichefter, Sa- Exeter,
lifbury, and Bath and Wells; but when he at. a1d death.
tempted to vifit that of Exeter, he met witha ‘
very bold opponent. This was John Grandifon,

® Chron. W.Thorn. col. 2039-—2051
% Wilkin, Concil, t, 2. p. . 560,
E 2 Bifthop
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Cent.X1v. Bifhop of that fee, who difputed the primate’s
v right of vifitation, and appealed to the Pope ™"

Stratford
primate,
his great
power.

The AlChblﬂlOp, difregarding this appeal, pro-
ceeded in his vifitation. But when he arrived at -
the confines of the diocefe of Exeter, he found
the Bifhop, with a numerous body of armed men,
ready to difpute his entrance. This affront, to-
gether with the chagrin which his unfortunate
conteft with the monks'of Canterbury had given
him, had an ill effeét upon his health’; and he
died at Magfield, O&ober 12. A. D. 1333., after
he had filled the archiepifcopal chair about five
years and fix months*. His body was for fome
time denied burial, until the abbot and monks
of St. Auguftine granted himtheir abfolution ;

by which the hl{torlan probably means, a dlf
charge of the debt which he owed them. * :

John Stratford, Bithop of Winchefter, was, by

the intereft of Edward ITI. at the court of Rome,
tranflated to Canterbury. This prelate had been
much engaged in fecular affairs before his pro-
motion to the primacy, and was ftill more en-
gaged in them after that promotion*®.  For, be-
ing at the fame time archbithop, chancellor, and

- prime minifter to the young King, he had the
- chief dire€ion of all the civil and ecclefiaftical

affairs of the kingdom. Even the monks of St.

- Auguttine, though greatly elated with the com- -

plete viétory which they had obtained over his
predeceflor, were glad to compromife all dif:
* Wilkin. Concil: t.2. p.g59. * Anglia Sacra, tom.1. p.18.

" “W. Thorn. col. 2066. ** Anglia Sacra, tom.1. p.20.
15 " putes
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putes with the new primate on his own terms, Cent.XIV.
and to give up the final fentence which they had ~—
obtamed in their favour.

Archbithop Stratford did not long enjoy this The pri-
high degree of power and royal favour. = Having gﬁfmls
falled in his endeavours to bring about a peace with the
between France and England, he is faid to have X
advifed King Edward to _plofecute his claim to
the crown of France, by invading that kingdom
with a powerful army, promifing to provide money
in. England for defraying all the expences of the
war. - His advice was taken ; but he did not ful-
fil his premife ; which obliged Edward to make a
truce with the King of France, and difband his
army,after he had contra&ed a great load of debt.

The King,on his return to England, November 30.
A.D. 1340., exprefled the moft violent refent-
ment againft the Archblfhop, to whofe negli-
gence or infidelity, in not. fendmg him money,
accordmO' to his promife, he afcribed all his dif-
appointments. He immediately deprived him
of all his fecular employments, imprifoned his
chief confidants, and would bave feized his per-
fon, if he had not made his efcape from Lam-
beth. . To render him as odious to his fubjeéts
as he was to himfelf, Edward publithed a long
manifefto, in which he accufed him of pride, in-
gratitude, negligence, treachery, and various
other crimes.  But though the primate had thus
loft his power, and the favom of his prince, his

*» W. ‘Thorn. col. 2069, ;
E 3 fpirit

5 ¥
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fpirit remained undaunted. He publithed a

“—v— long anfwer to the royal manifefto, which he

The King
and pri-
mate re-
canciled.

ftyled a defamatory libel, and denied all the faéts
afferted in it, in the moft dire¢t terms. He
mounted his pulpit in the cathedral of Canter-
bury, and harangued the clergy and people in
praife of his predeceflor Thomas Becket; and
at the conclufion of his fermon, pronounced a
fentence of excommunication againft all who
difturbed the peace of the church,—who in-
cenfed the laity againft the clergy,—who did
any injury. to archbifhops or bithops, their fpiri-
tual fathers, the ambaﬁ'adors of Chrift, and
pillars of the church.” 5
After this quarrel between the King and pri-

mate had raged with great violence for feveral

months, interrupting all the public bufinefs of the
nation, a feeming reconciliation was patched up,
with much dxfﬁculty, by the interpofition of fome
great men. All preliminaries being fettled, the
primate came into the painted chamber, where
both houfes of parliament were affembled, April
19. A. D. 1341., and kneeling before the King,
who was feated on the throne, implored his par-
don and favour; which was immediately granted,
at the interceffion of the lords and commons. = -
The primate, after his reconciliation with. the
King, kept himfelf for the moft part within the
fphele of his own profeffion. He publithed, at
Lambeth, A.D. 1342.,certain ftatutes and confti-

* Anglia Sacra, tom. 1. P-19—39.
tutions
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tutions for regulating the, proceedings in the Cent.XiV.
Archbithop’s court, commonly called the courtof — "
arches, from the place where it was held”. 1In
the courfe of the fame year, he celebrated two
provincial councils at London, in which feveral
canons were made ; but they contain very little
that is either new or remarkable.**

The Pope ftill continuing to encroach upon the Remon.
rights of the crown, and of other patrons, by re- firance

. E . againit pa-

fervations and provifions™, King Edward wrotea pa1 provi.
very ftrong remonftrance to His Holinefs againft fions, &c.
thefe practices ; in which, amongft other things,
he reprefented, ¢ That by thefe provifions and
¢ refervations, the encouragements of religion
¢t were beftowed upon unqualified mercenary fo-
“ reigners, who neither refided in the country,
< nor underftood its language ; by which means
<t the ends of the priefthood were not anfivered,
« his own fubjeéts were difcouraged from profe-
¢ cuting their ftudies, the treafures of the king-
“ dom were carried off by ftrangers, the jurifdic-
< tion of its courts baffled by conftant appeals to
< a foreign authority, and both the crown and
<« private patrons weredeprived of their moft un-
< queftionable rights. Thefe mifchiefs (adds he)
¢ are now become intolerable; and our fubjeéts
¢¢in pariament have earneftly requeftedus to put
“ a ftop to them by fome fpeedy and effectual re-

¥ Wilkin. Concil. tom.2. p.631. * 1d ibid. p.696. 702«

® By refervations, the Pope referved to himfelf the next prefenta-
tion to any benefices he pleafed ; by provifions, he appointed the per-
fons to whom they were granted to fucceed the prefent incumbents.

E 4 “ medy*
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« medy®.” * But this moft reafonable remon-
ftrance had little or no effeét.

The wars with France and Scotland fo much
etigroffed the attention of King Edward, and his
fubjeéts of all conditions, that few eccleﬁaf’clcal
tranfaétions of importance occurred in the five
laft - years of Archbithop Stratford’s primacy.
That prelate died on the vigil of St.Bartholo-
mew, Auguft 23. A.D. 1348., at Magfield, in
the fourteenth year of his government of the
church of England.*

Thofe difputes between the crown, the canons
of Chrift-church, and the bifhops of the province,
which broke out almoft on every vacancy of the
fee of Canterbury, were attended with very per-
nicious confequences.  One of the worft of thefe
confequences was, that the contending parties
fréquently appealed to Rome, which greatly in-

~creafed the authority of that court, and-afforded

afpecious pretence for its moft-ambitious claims.
Onthe prefént occafionthe canons having eleéted
Thomas Bradwardin to be their archbifhop, the

King, who defigned that high ftation for another,
immediately applied to the Pope ; and notwith-
ftanding his late ftrong remonftrance againft pa-
pal provifions, entreated His Holinefs to raife
John Ufford, Dean of Lincoln, to the fee of Can-
terbury, by way of provifion. This application
was too agreeable to-be unfuccefsful. The Pope,
in the 'plenitude of his power, promoted Ufford

-® T, Walfing. p.161. ¥ 'Anglia Sacra, toml1. p. 41,
; to
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to the primacy of the church of England; but
that prelate died June . A.D. 1349., w1thout
having received confecration. **

A moft deftruétive peﬁllence raged about this
time in England, as well as in feveral other coun-
tries, and {wept away fo many of the clergy, that
none could be found to perform divine fervice in
many churches. ¢ Before this plague (fays
¢« Knyghton) you might have hired a curate for
« four or five marks a-year, or for two marks
¢ and his board ; but after it you could hardly
¢« find a clergyman who would accept of a
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Great
plague.

¢ yicarage of twenty marks or twenty pounds

‘¢ a‘year. 22
chr Edward no longer, oppoﬁng the promo-
tion of his confeﬁ'or Thomas Bradwardin, he was
eleéted by the canons of Canterbur y,1mmed1ately
after the death of Archbifthop Ufford, and confe-
crated at Avignon, where the Pope then refided,
~on the vigil of the feaft of St. Margaret. At the
confecration feaft, Cardinal Hugh, one of the
Pope’s nephews, attempted to turnthe new arch-
‘bithop (who was remarkable for the humility of
his appearance) into ridicule, by introducing into
the hall a perfon drefled like a peafant, and riding
“on an afs, who prefented a petition to the Pope
to-make him Archbifhop of Canterbury. But this
unpolite, unfeafonablepiece of wit wasnotrelithed
by the Pope and cardinals, who thought it impru-
dent to affront a people from whom they derived

» Anglia Sacra, tom. 1. p.42. % Hen. Knyghton, col.26e0.
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fo many benefits. Archbifhop Bradwardin did
not long furvive his confecration, dying, at
Lambeth, Auguft 26. A.D. 1349., only feven
days after his return to England *. ‘Thus there
were no fewer than three vacancies of the fee of
Canterbury in one year. :
Simon Iflep, keeper of the privy feal, fuc-
ceeded Archbithop Bradwardin, and was confe-
crated at St. Paul’s, December 20. A.D. 1349.
This primate proved a ftri¢t difciplinarian in fpi-
rituals, and a rigid exaétor of the temporal emolu-
ments of his fee. In his primary vifitation of his
province, he deprived feveral clergymen for their
irregularities, and excited very ftrong apprehen-
fions in fome of the fuffragans*s. His famous con-

ftitution, publithed at Lambeth in Maich A.D.

1351., breathes the fame {pirit of ftriétnefs in dif-

. cipline. By that conftitution it is decreed, that

clerks who have been delivered up by the tem-
poral judgeés to their ordinaries,and by them con-
demmed to pexpetual imprifonment for' their
crimes, fhall receive only bread and water once
a-day, on Wednefdays, Fridays, and Saturdays ;
and bread and fmall beer on Mondays, Tuefdays,
and Thurfdays; and bread, beer, and pulfe, on
Sundays, for the honour of the day %*. 'This con-
ftitution was made in confequence of the ftrong
remonftrances of the King and temporal lords in
parliament, who complamed that the clergy
grofsly abufed their immunities; particularly,

*¢ Anglia Sacra, tom.1. p.42; 43. 3 Id. ibid. p.43.
3 Spelman. Concil, tom,2. p.597: )

that
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that when a clerk had been found guilty ofa ca-
pital crime, and condemned to perpetual impri-
fonment by his ordinary, he was either allowed
to make his efcape, or to live in riot and luxury
in the bifthop’s prifon®’. = This primate publithed
another conftitution, A.D. 1359., forbidding
courts, fairs, and markets to be kept on Sundays,
and commanding all perfons to go to their parifh-
- churches on that day, to afk pardon for their of-
fences,and tomake amendsforalltheomiffionsand
commiflions of the preceding week*. By another
conftitution, publifhed 'A.D. 1362.,he commands
all Chriftians to keep all the faints’ days with
great devotion, that they might deferve the in-
terceflion of thefe faints with Almighty God.
The late peftilence having occafioned a great
fearcity of clergymen, thofe who remained de-
- manded exceflive falaries for ferving the cure in
churches. To remedy this evil, Archbifhop
Iflep publithed a conftitution, in which, after re-
proaching the clergyin very ftrong termsfor their
covetoufnefs and other vices, he forbids any rec-
tor to give, or any curate to demand, more than
one mark a-year above what had been given to
the curate of that church before the plague. ®
The Popeftill continuing to encroach upon the
rights of the crown and of private patrons, and to
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church, by his provifions and refervations ; the
fecond ftatute of provifors was made to put a ftop

# Spelman. Concil, tom. 2. p.597. 3% Id. ibid. p.599.
¥ Johnfon’s Canons, A.D. 1363.

to
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Cent.XIV. to thefe encroachments By this ftatute it was
" enaéted,— That if any perfon fhall procure re-

¢ aggrieved, by paying his damages.

Statute of

premunire,

¢ fervations or provifions from the Pope, in dif-
% turbance of free elettions, or of the prefentees
s of the king, or other patrons, that then the faid
¢« provifors, their procurators and notaries, fhall
¢ be apprehended, and brought to anfwer; and
« in cafe they are convited, they fhall be kept in
¢ prifon till they have made fine and ranfom to
¢¢ the king at his will, and have fatisfied the party

33 40

But thefe papal provifions and refervations

were. not the only ground of complaint which the

people of England had, at this time, againft the
court of Rome. The frequency of appeals to that
court was, if poffible, a ftill more vexatious and
expenfive grievance. To confine thisintolerable
evil within fome limits, the ftatute of premunire
was contrived. By that ftatute it is enacted,
¢« That all people of the king’s legiance, who
¢ fhall draw any out of the realm in a plea,
¢« whereof the cognizance pertains to the king’s
‘¢ court, or of things whereof judgments are
¢ givenin the king’s court, thall have two months
‘ warning given them to appear in the king’s
¢ courts to anfwer the contempt ; -and if they do
¢ notappear in their proper perfons to be at the
¢ law within the time appointed, they, their pro-
¢ curators, &c. fhall from that day forth be put
¢ out of the king’s proteétion, and their lands, -

#* See Statutes at Large, p.25. Ed.III. .
¢ goods,
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¢ goods; and chattels, thall be forfeited to the Cent.XIV.
ey

¢ king, and their bodies imprifoned, and ran-
¢ fomed at the king’s will*.”” ~ But no flatutes
could put a period to the mifchiefs which Eng-
land fuffered from its conneétion with the court
of Rome, till that conneétion was happlly dnf'-
folved. -

An event happened during the primacy of
Archbifhop Iflep, which may give us fome idea

of the power of the clergy in the times we are.

now confidering, and therefore merits a place in
~ hiftory. = Robert Lord Morley, one of the moft
powerful barons of the kingdom, committed fome
trefpafles in apark belonging to William Bateman,

Power of
the clergy.

Bithop of Norwich.  For thefe the Bifhop profe-

cuted him with {fo much vigour, that, in {pite of

all his own power, and of the moft earneft inter-
'pofition of the King in his favour, he was obliged
to fubmit to the following ignominious penance :
~—To walk in his walﬁcoat bare-headed and
bare-foot, with a wax-candle, weighing fix
pounds, lighted in his hand, through the ftreets
of Norwich, to the cathedral ; and there, in the
prefence of a prodigious concourfe of people, to
beg the Bifhop’s pardon in the mof’c humble
poﬁure and language.*

» But though the power of the clergy, at this

time, was almoft irrefiftable, when it was con- .
duéted with prudence and temper ; yet, when it

was exercifed with violence and paffion, it was

4 Statutes at Large. 4 Anglia Sacra, t.1. p.415.
: : fome-
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Cent.XIV. fometimes baffled. Of this the famous difpute

Seven fees
vacant.

Death of
Simon
lep, and
fucceffion
of Simon’
Langham.

between Lady Blanch, Baronefs Wake, and
"Thomas de Lylde, Bithop of Ely, affords a moft
remarkable example. In the beginning of' this
difpute (the particulars of which are too many to
be here inferted), that prelate appears to have
had right on his fide ; but in the progrefs of it; he
aéted with fuch intolerable infolence, pride, and
paffion, that he beaame univerfally odious, was
deprived of the temporalities of his fee, obliged to
fly out of the kingdom, and at laft died of a
broken heart, in a foreignland, A.D. 1361.# -

A moft deftructive peftilence raged in Eng-

‘land,and feveral other countries, A.D.1360.; and

in that year no fewer than feven Englith bithop-
rics became vacant, which were all ﬁlled by papal
provifions*, So little effe@ had the ftatute of
provifors, which had been made againft that en.
¢roachment of the Pope, only ten years before.
Simon IHlep, Archbifhop of Canterbury, did
not verylong furvive this great mortality amongft
hisbrethren. For, having languifhed about three
years under a paralytic diforder, he expired, at
Magfield, April 16. A.D. 1366.* The Pope,
at this time, {feems to have taken a pride in dif-
playing his contempt of the laws which had been
made in England againtt his provifions, by filling
every fee that became vacant in that manner.
Though the chapter of Canterbury had chofen

43 Anglia Sacra, t.1. p.6532. 4+ Id.ibid. p.45.
# Jd. ibid. p.46.

14 - i
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‘William Edyndon, Bifhop of Winchefter, to be Cent.XIV.
archbifhop, the Pope granted a provifion to that e
important ftation to Simon Langham Bifhop of
Ely, and chancellor of England, who was ad-
mitted into it without any oppofition.*
The: tranflation of this prelate gave as much Verfes.
pleafure to the diocefe of Ely, as it gave difguit
to that of Canterbury. - This appears from the
following rhyming Latin verfes made on that
-occafion:
. Exultant eceli, quia Simon tranfit ab Ely,
Ad cujus adventum, flent in Kent millia centum.# -*

Archbithop Langham had not much comfort Archbithop
in his-promotion, and did not enjoyitlong. The %::i &
Pope raifed him to the dignity of a cardinal; fignation.
and he imprudently accepted of that dignity
without confulting the King; 'who was fo much
offended at his prefumption, that he feized the
temporalities of his {fee. Being much difpirited
by the King’s difpleafure, he refigned his arch-
bithopri¢ November 28. ‘A. D. 1368., and retired
to Avignon, where he died A.D. 1378.#

On the refignation of Archbifthep Langham, Wittlefey
William Wittlefey, Bifhop of London, was pro- Primate.
moted to the" primacy by a papal provifion.

About this time almoft all the great places of

power and profit in the kingdom were filled by
clergymen; which gave fo much umbrage to the
45 Anglia Sacra, t. 1. p.46. 41" 1d. ibid. p.47.

+ Id. ibid. p.47, 48. 120.

commons,
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commons, as well as temporal lords, that they

prefented a petition to the King, in a parliament

held at Weftminfter A.D. 1371., reprefenting,

¢ That the government of the kingdom had for a

¢ Jong time been managed by men of the church, .
¢ whereby many mifchiefs and damages had hap-

¢ pened in time heretofore, to the difherifon of
« the crown, and to the great prejudice of the

¢ kingdom ;”’—and praying,—¢ That it would

¢¢ therefore pleafe the King, thatlaymen, and no -
% others, might for the future, be made chan-
« cellor, treafurer, clerk of the privy feal, barons
¢ of the exchequer, comptroller, or other great
« officers and governors of the kingdom.”” But
to this petition the King returned the following
anfwer, which implied a refufal: * He would do
¢¢ in this point what feemed beft to him by advice -
¢ of his council.” #

Ali the applications that had been mrade to the
court of Rome, and all the laws that had been
enacted in England againft the papal provifions -
and refervations, had produced little or no effeét.
The Pope till continued to beftow many of the
beft benefices of the kingdom upon foreigners
by his provifions, with as little ceremony as if no
fuch applications had been made, and no fuch -
laws had exifted. In order to know the full ex-
tent of this grievance, the King fent his writs to

 all the bithops, A.D. 1374., requiring them to .

return certificates into chancery of all the bene-

2 Parlia,mcntary Hift, vol.1. p. 309, 310. )
fices
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fices in their refpeéctive diocefes that were in the Cene.xIV.

pofieffion of Italians, and other foreigners. * Ssarm vt
Archblfhop Whittlefey, after a very tedious ill-, SimonSud-

nefs, died in fummer, A.D. 1374:5 Soon after o7 P

his death, the monks of Canterbury re-elected

their former archbithop, Cardinal Langham, who

was ftill alive, and refided at Avignons®. - The

King, greatly offended at this choice, applied to

the Pope; who, at his requeft, tranflated Simon

Sudbury from the fee of London to that of Can-

terbury, by a bull, dated r1th May A.D. 13735. %

By fuch imprudent applications to the court of

Rome, in confequence of difputes at home, the

power of the Pope was confirmed, and all at-

tempts to diminifh it were defeated.

It was probably from the information they had Extortions
received from the returns of the bifhops to the ;i;l’f
above mentioned writs, that the Commons in par-
liament, A.D.1376., prefented a very ftrong
remonftrance to the King, againft the intolerable
extortions of the court of Rome. In this remon-
ftrance it is affirmed, though it muft be confefled
it is hardly credible, ¢ That the taxes paid to the
¢« Pope yearly, out of England, amounted to
¢ five times as much as the taxes paid to the
1 ng 2 54

The infatiable avarice, and mfupportable ty- John
ranny, of the court of Rome, had given fuch uni- :X;::l‘gg g
verfal difguft, that a bold attack made about this reforma-

time on the authority of that court, and doétrines tion of the
& . chl&rch.

% Fox’s AQts and Monuments. ' Anglia Sacra, tom. 2. p.1z0.
5 1d. ibid, 2 1d. ibid. 5+ Cotton’s Abridg. p.128.

YOL, VIII. * P of
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cent.X1v. of that church, was at firft more fuccefsful than
v could have been expected, in that dark fuperfti-

tious age. This attack was made by the famous
Dr. John Wickliff, whe was one of the beft
and moft learned men of the age in which he
flourithed. Hisreputation for learning, piety, and
virtue, was fo great, that Archbifhop Iflep ap-
pointed him the firft warden of Canterbury col-

‘lege in Oxford, A.D. 1365.% Hisleétures in di-

vinity which he read in that univerfity were much
admired, though in thefe letures he treated the
clergy, and particularly the mendicant friars, with
no little freedom and feverity. A difcourfe which
he publithed againft the Pope’s demand of ho-
mage and tribute from Edward I11. for the king-
dom of England, recommended him fo much to
that prince, that he beftowed upon him feveral
benefices, and employed him in feveral em-
baflies*, 1In one of thefe embaflies to the court
of Rome, A.D. 1374., he difcovered fo many
of the - corruptions of that court, and of the
errors of that church, that he became more bold
and more fevere in his cenfures of thofe errors
and corruptions. He even proceeded fo far as
to call the Pope antichrift, to deny his fupre-
macy, and to expofe his intolerable tyranny and
extortions in the ftrongeft colours. This, as
might naturally have been expeéted, drew upon
him the indignation of His Holinefs, andinvolved
him in various troubles. Pope Gregory XI.

%5 Collier’s Church Hift. App. N° 47, -
5¢ Biographia Britannica, p. 4260.

{0 publifhed
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publithed feveral thundering bulls againft him, Cent.XIV.

A.D. 1377., commanding him to be feized, im-
prifoned, and brought to trial, for his damnable
herefies®’. * The affection of the people, and the
favour of the court, prote¢ted him from imprifon-
ment; but he found it neceffary to appear before
Simon Sudbury Archbifhop of Canterbury, and
William Courtney Bithop of London, who had
been appointed his judges by the Pope. At
this appearance he had the honour to be accom-

panied by two of the greateft men in the king- -

dom, John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter, and
Lord Henry Percy Marfhal of England. Thefe
two lords demanded a chair for Dr. Wickliff';
which being denied by the Bifhop of London,
fome very angry words pafled between that pre-
late and the Duke of Lancafter ; which excited
fo violent a tumult in the court, that it broke up
in great confufion, without doing any bufinefs.
Dr. Wickliff made a fecond appearance before
the papal commiffioners at Lambeth, where he
was attended by fo great a body of the citizens of
London, that his judges were deterred from pro-
nouncing any f{entence againft him; and their
- commiffion foon after terminated by the death of
the Pope, March 27. A.D. 1378.5* i

It is very difficult to difcover with certainty Hisdoc-

and precifion, what were the real fentiments, in
fome particulars, of this illuftrious champion of
truth and liberty,againtt the errors and tyranny of
the church of Rome; becaufe he feems, in fome

¥ Walfing. p.201—204- ¢ Id. p.205-
r2 things,
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things, to have changed his mmd and becaufe
certain tenets were imputed to h1m by his adver-
faries which he did not hold. It is not poflible,
for example, to believe that fo wife and good a
man as Wickliff could maintain fo impious an ab-
furdity as this, ¢ That God ought to obey the
¢ devil 3’ and yet this was imputed to him by
his enemies®. Upon the whole, it very plainly
appears from his writings, that the doétrines
which he taught were very nearly the fame with
thofe which were propagated by our more fuc-
cefsful reformers in the fixteenth century.

The profecution againft Dr. Wickliff was fuf-
pended for fome time, by the {chifm in the pa-
pacy which fucceeded the death of GregoryXI.
and by the infurreétion of the. commons in Eng-
land, which threw all things into confufion.
In this tumult, Archbithop Sudbury, one of his
moft zealous adverfaries, was beheaded by the
infurgents on Tower-hill, June 14. A.D. 1381.
William Courtney Bithop of London, was pro-
moted to the primacy by a bull of Pope Ur-
ban VI. (who had been acknowledged in Eng-
land to be the lawful pope), dated the 8th Sep-
tember the fame year®. As foon as the infur-
rection of the commons was quelled, and the
public tranquillity reftored, the new primate
applied with great zeal to the fuppreflion of
the heretical opinions (as he efteemed them)
which were propagated by Wickliff and his fol-
lowers. With this view, he affembled a council

> Hen, Knyghton, col. 2648. " Anglia Sacra, t.2. p.121.
of
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of the bifhops of his province, and many doétors Cent.XIV.
of divinity, and of the civil and canon law, in the ==~
priory of the preaching friars, London, May 17. f
A.D. 1382. Before this council he laid twenty-
four opinions, extraéted from the writings of
Wickliff, for their examination; and the council
unanimoufly ‘declared ten of thefe opinions
heretical, and fourteen of them erronecous.
Several fufpeéted perfons were then brought
before the council, particularly Nicholas Here-
ford and Philip Rapyngdon, doétors in divinity,
and John Ayfhton, A.M., and commanded to
declare their fentiments of thefe opinions. = Their
- declarations appearing to the couuncil evafive and
unfatisfactory, they were pronounced to be con-
victed of herefy . The ancient hiftorian Henry
Knyghton relates, that Dr. Wickliff was brought
before this council, and that he made a kind of
recantation of his heretical opinions®. But as
nothing of this appears in the record, it is pro-
bably a miftake, if not a calumny. On the day
after the conclufion of this council, there was a
folemn proceflion in London; after which Dr.
Kinygham, a Carmelite friar, preached to the
people, and publifhed the doétrines which had
been ‘condemned; declaring, That all perfons
“who taught, favoured, or believed any of thefe
doétrines, were excommunicated heretics®. To
give the greater weight to the decrees of this
counc:l the clergy prevailed upon the ng to

¢ Spelman, Concxl tom. 2. p. 629—636.
 H, Knyghton, col. 2649.  1d, col. 2653.

F 3 : publith
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Cent.x1v. publith a proclamation, July 12., authorifing and
= commanding the bifhops to feize and imprifon

all perfons who are fufpeéted of holding any of
the doétrines which had been condemned &
The doétrines of Wickliff had for fome years
made a mighty noife in the univerfity of Oxford,
where they were firft publithed, and where they
had many violent oppofers, and many zealous
advocates. Dr. Berton, who was chancellor of the
univerfity A.D. 1381., and Dr. Stokes, were at
the head of the former ; and Dr. Hereford and
Dr. Rapyngdon at the head of the latter.. The
Archbifhop of Canterbury fent the decrees of his
late council to Oxford, commanding Dr. Stokes
to publifh them at St. Fridefwyde’s church, on
Corpus-Chrifti day; and Dr. Rigge, the chancel- .
lor of the univerfity, to aflift and proteét him in
performing that office.  Dr. Philip Rapyngdon
had been appointed to preach at that church on
that day, and declaimed with great veheménce
againft the corruptions of the church, and in
defence of the doétrines of Wickliff; and his
fermon was heard with approbation. But when
Dr. Stokes attempted to publifh the decrees of

the council of London, he was interrupted with
~ clamours and reproaches ; which obliged him to

defift, without having received any countenance
or proteétion from the chancellor or proétors,
who were fecret favourers of the new opinions.
For this negligence they were fummoned to
appear before Archbithop Courtney, who treated

¢ Spelman, Concil. toma 2. pi628.
10 them
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them very roughly, and by threats prevailed upon Cent.XIV.
them to return to Oxford, and to publith the ~™
decrees of the council of London, both in Latin

and Englith, firf in St. Mary’s church, and
afterwards in the fchools.* }

While the doétrines of Wickliff were propa- Death of
gated and oppofed with fo much zeal, at Oxford Wickif:
and other places, he (being in a declining ftate
of health) refided, during the two laft years of
his life, at his hvmg of Lutterworth in Leicefter-
fhire, employed in finifhing his tranflation of the
Bible, and other works. Being feized with a
ftroke of the palfy, which deprived him of his
fpeech, December 28. A.D. 1384., he expired -
on the laft day of that year. As the clergy had
hated and perfecuted him with great violence
during his life, they exulted with indecent joy
at his difeafe and death, afcribing them to the
immediate vengeance ‘of heaven for his herefy.

“ On the day of St.Thomas the Martyr, Arch-
¢ bithop of Canterbury (fays Walfingham, a
< contemporary hiftorian), thatlimb of the devil,
<« enemy of the church, deceiver of the people,
¢ idol of heretics, mirror of hypocrites, author
¢ of {chifm, fower of hatred, and inventor of lies,
« John Wickliff, was, by the immediate judg-
« ment of God, fuddenly ftruck with a palfy,
¢ which feized all the members of his body,
« when he was ready (as they fay) to vomit forth
<« his blafphemies againft the blefled St. Thomas,
% in a fermon which he had prepared to preach

% A.Wood, Hift. Oxon. p.190—192.
F 4 ¢ that
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Cenexav. ¢ that day®.””  But thefe reproaches do honour
“—— to his memory, as they were brought upon him

Great fuc-
cefs of the
preachers
of his doc-
trines.

by his vigorous efforts to deliver his countrymen
from the errors, fuperftitions, and extortions, of
the church of Rome.

.Though the joy of the clelg,y at the death of
Dr. Wickliff was very great, it was not of long
duration. - They foon found, that his doé’crm(,s
had not died with him, but were propagated
with great zeal, and no little fuccefs, by his
followers, who were commonly called Lollards '
Many of thofe who were preachers travelled up
and down the country on foot, in a very plain
drefs, declaiming with great vchemence againft
the corruptions of the church and the vices of the
clergy. = Thefe preachers were not only admired
and followed by the common people, but were
favoured and. proteed by feveral perfons of
high rank and great power, particularly by the
Duke of Lz}ncaﬁer, the Lords Percy, Latimer,
Clifford, Hilton, and others®. By the zeal,
aétivity, and eloquence, of the preachers, under
the protettion of thefe great men, the new
doctrines, -as they were called, gained ground
fo faft, that, as a contemporary hiftorian of
the beft credit aflitms, ** more than one half of
¢ the people of Lngland, in a few years,
¢, became Lollards™.”  The fame hittorian, who
was a clergyman, and a moft inveterate cnemy

% T. Walfing. Hift. Angl. p: 312.
¢7 Hen. Knyghton. col. 2663. * Td. col. 2661.
4 1d. col. 2664. '

to
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to the Lollards, acknowledges, that as Wickliff Cent XIV.
L ]

excelled all the learned men of his age in difputa-

tion, fo fome of his followers, in a very little time, -

became very eloquent preachers, and very power-
ful difputants ; which he afcribes to the afliftance
of the devil, who, he fays, took poffeffion of
them as foon as they became Lollards.” -

. The clergy, alarmed and enraged at this rapid
progrefs of the new opinions, attempted to put a
ftop to it by violence and perfecution, which have
been often-employed by power againft truth.
They procured, or at leaft promulgated, a ftatute
which ftill appears in our ftatute-book (though
the commons, it is faid, never gave their affent

- toit), empowering and commanding all theriffs to
feize and imprifon all preachers of herefy . They
alfoprevailed upon the King, A.D.1387., to grant
a’commiffion to certain perfons to feize all the
books and writings of ‘John Wickliff, Nicolas

Hereford, ‘John Ayfhton, and other heretical
writers, and to imprifon all who ‘tranfcribed, fold,
bought, or concealed fuch books . - By thefe

“methods, the clergy hoped to interrupt the preach-

ing and writing of the reforming teachers, by

which they chiefly propagated their opinions.
But the contemporary hiftorian Knyghton ob-
ferves, with regret, ¢ that thefe laws and ediéts
<« were butflowly and faintly executed, becaufe
< the time of corre¢tion was not yet come.”” "

7 H. Knyghton, col. 2664.
7 Ruffhead’s Statutes at Large, vol. 1, ps 358. -°
7* H. Knyghton, col. 2708, 2709. 7 1d. col. 2708.

Though
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Though the violent faétions amongft the nobi-

—~— lity, and the general animofity of the laity againft
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Statute of

premunire.

the clergy, on account of their exceflive power
and riches, prevented for a time the rigorous
execution of the penal ﬁatutes againft heretics ;
feveral perfons were apprehended and tried upon
thefe ftatutes. Some of them, as particularly
Hereford, Ayfhton, and Rapyngdon, who had
been the moft zealous propagators of Wicklift’s
doétrines, were, by threats and promifes, pre-
vailed upon to make a kind of recantation, and
to defift from preaching thefe doétrines”. Others
efcaped with flight cenfures, by giving artful;
evafive explanations of their tenets. In general
it may be obferved, that the followers of Wick-
1iff were not very ambitious of the crown of mar-
tyrdom, and mnone of them were capitally pu.
nithed in the reign of Richard II.7s

In fpite of all the laws that had been made 1 in
England againft the tyrannical ufurpations of the
court of Rome, they ftill continued, or rather in-
creafed. When a clerk had obtained a fentence in
favourof his prefentation to a churchin the king’s
court, and the bithop of the diocefe had induéted
him in confequence of that fentence, it was ufual
for thePope, on the complaint of the lofing party,
to excommunicate the bithop. When an Englith
bithop had by any means offended His Holinefs,
he fometimes punifhed him by tranflating him to
a foreign fee, without his own confent, or that of

7 H. Knjrghton, col. 2657, &c.
” Fox’s Aéts and Monuments, p. 436.
' the
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the King. ' Upon a complaint of thefe papal ufur- cent. x1v.
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pations by the commons, in a parliament at Win.

chefter, A.D.1392., a very fevere law was made
for the punithment of thofe who folicited, or
brought into the kingdom, any papal bulls of
-excommunication, tranflation, or other thing
againft the rights and dignity of the crown.”

Thefe conteftsbetweenthe King andparhament Remon-

of England and the court of Rome, encouraged

eftablifhed church. Accordingly, they prefente
to a parliament which was held by the Duke of
York (the King being inIreland), at Weftminfter,
A. D. 1394., a remonftrance containing twelve
articles of complaint againft the church and cler-
gy, praying for redrefs and reformation. In this
remonftrance, they complain chiefly of the exor-
bitant power, exceflive wealth,and profligatelives
of the clergy, which laft they afcribe chiefly to

firance of
the Lol-

the Lollards to makebold and direét attacks onthe lards to

d parlia-

ment,

their vows of celibacy ; — of tranfubftantiation, -

and the fuperftitious praétices which the belief
of it produced ; — of prayers for the dead ; —
of the worthip of images ; — of pilgrimages ; —

of auricular confeﬂion and its confequences ; —
and of feveral other particulars in which the pre-
fent proteftant churches differ from the church
‘of Rome”. What reception this remonftrance
met with from the parliament we are not - in-

formed.. About the fame time the Lollards

4 Ruﬁ'head’s Statutes, vol. 1. p.406.
77 Collier’s Ecclefiaftical Hift. vol. 1. p. 598.

" publithed
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publifhed feveral fatirical papers, painting the
deceitful arts, abominable vices, and abfurd opi-
nions, of ‘the clergy, in very ftrong colours;
which excited both the contempt and hatred of
the people againft them. Some of thefe papers,’
written with much afperity, and no little wit,
were pafted upon the moft public places in Lon-
don and Weftminfter.” : ‘
The clergy were fo much alarmed at thefe
bold attacks, that they difpatched the Archbifhop
of York, the Bifhop of London, and feveral other
commiffioners, to the King in Ireland, to entreat
him to return immediately into England, to pro-
teé the church, which was in danger of de-

-firuétion. ¢ As foon (fays a’contemporary hif-

¢ torian) as the King heard the reprefentation
¢ of the commiffioners, being infpired with the
¢t Divine Spirit, he haftened into England, think-
¢ ing it more neceflary to defend the church than

- ¢ to conquer kingdoms 7> On his arrival, he

called before him the Lords Clifford, Latimer,
Montacue, and other great men who favoured
the Lollards, and threatened them with imme-
diate death, if they gave any further encourage-
ment to heretical preachers. Intimidated by
thefe threats, they complied with the King’s de-
fire, and withdrew their proteétion.

Several of the Lollard preachers, difcouraged by
this defection of their patrons, foon after recanted
their opinions, and returned into the bofom of

7 Fox’s Aés and Monuments, p. 462, &c. T.Walfing. p.ss1.
7 T. Walfingham, p. 351. ; vt

the
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thechurch, Thomas Arundel Archbifhopof York, Cent.X1v.
who was a moft violent enemy to the Lollards, =
obliged thofe in his province who recanted to take
the following curious oath, which I fhall give in
the original language and fpelling : ¢ I -, be-
‘¢ fore you, worfhipful fader and lord archbithop
¢ of Yhork, and your clergy, with my free will
¢ and full avyfed, fwere to God and to all his
¢ feyntes, upon this holy gofpel, that fro this day
s forthword, I fhall worfhip images, with praying
¢ and offering unto them, in the ‘worfhip of the -
« faints, that they be made after; and alfo, I fhall
¢ never more defpife pylgremage; ne ftates of
¢ holy chyrche, in no degre. - And alfo I fhall
¢ be buxum to the laws of holy. chyrche, and to
‘¢ yhowe, as to myn archbifhop, and myn other
<t ordinaries and curates, and keep the laws up
. my power and meyntein them. Aud alfo, I{hall
“ never more meyntein, ne techen, ne defenden,
¢ errors, conclufions, ne techeng of the Lollards
“ ne fwych conclufions and techengs that men
« clopeth Lollards doérine ; ne fhall her books;
« ne fwych books, ne hem or ony fufpeét or dif-
< famed of Lollardary, receyve or company with
¢ all, willingly, or defend in tho matters; and if
« I know any fwych, I fhall, with all the haft
¢ that I may, do yhowe, or els yournex officers,
¢ to wyten, and of ther bokes,” &c. %
When the affairs of the church werc in: this Archbitop

pofture, and that reformation which had been Sat

* Collier’s Ecclefiaftical Hift, yol. 1, p. 559.
] begun
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Cent.XIV. begun by Doétor: Wickliff had ‘received this fe-

Roger
Walden

primate.

vere check, William Courtney Archbithop of
Canterhury died, July 3t. A.D. 1396.;, and was
fucceeded by Thomas Arundel, Archbithop of
York. As this prelate had long been the moft
active adverfary of the Lollards, he foon difco-
vered, by his conduét, that he defigned to em-'
ploy againft them "all the additional power he
had acquired by his promotion to the primacy **.
But before he had time to execute this defign, he
was involved in troubles which deprived him of
all his power. - Thefe troubles proceeded from his
having been one of that party of the nobles and
clergy, which A.D. 1586. obtained a commiffion
from parliament, invefting them with the whole
power of the ftate. By one of thofe revolutions
which are not uncommon in the Englith hiftory,
that party were now overturned, and profecuted
with great feverity, for obtaining and executing
that commiffion.  The Archbithop, and. his bro-
ther the Earl of Arundel, were tried by their
peers in parliament, in September A. D. 1397.,
and found guilty of high treafon; in confequence
of which the Earl was beheaded, and the Arch-
bithop deprived and banifhed. **

‘After thedeparture of Archbifhop Arundel out
of the kingdom, Roger Walden, treafurer of Eng-
land, was promoted to the primacy, and inftalled

‘March 25. A.D. 1398.* ' The Pope having

* A.Wood, Hift. Univerf. Oxon. p. 199.
* Parliament. Hift. vol. 1. p. 464, &c. % T. Walfing. p. 354-
gratified
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gratified the King, by withdrawing his favour from cent.x1v.
Arundel ;confenting to the promotron of Walden, —
and granting a bull confirmingall the tranfadtions:

of the late parliament, thought it a proper time to

apply for the repealof the flatutes of provifors and
premunire, which fet foee bounds to his power in
England. To folicit this affair, he {fent a legate to

the King, who was received with great refpect,

and loaded with prefents, but could not obtain

the repeal of the offenfive ftatutes®. The ecclefi-

aftical tranfactions of Archbithop Walden are not

well known, and could not be veryimportant ; for

thofe troubles which commenced A.D.1399. ter-
minated in his deprivation, and the reftoration of

the exiled primate, before the end of that vear.

Tae hittory of the'church of Scotland in the Hiftory of

. fourteenth century hath been ill preferved,owing S}escc};?_"h

to the unfettled and unhappy ftate of that country land.

inothat period.  William Frafer Bifhop of St.

Andrew’s having died in France, A.D.1297., he

was fiicceeded by William Lamberton parfon of -

Campfie, and chancellor of ' the church of Glaf-

gow. The Pope fent a'bull to all the bifhops of

Scotland, A.D. 1302., complaining that they

flirred up the people under ‘their charge to war

againft the King of England ; and commanding

them to promote peace *. This papal mandate

was little regarded by the Scotchprelates, particu- -

larly by thofe of St. Andrew’s and Glafgow, who,

% T, Walfing. p. 356. & Rymer, Feed. t. 2. p.905.
*rF 8 ‘ having
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cent.XIv. having been taken, were committed to prifon by
“—— Edward I. A.D. 1306.* That prince complained

to the Pope of thefe two bithops, accufirig them
of having ftirred up the people of Scotland to
rebel againft him*, After Bifhop Lamberton
had been confined in Ergland above two years,
having taken an oath of fealty to Edward IL. he
was fet at liberty, and returned into Scotland,
A.D. 1308.* This prelate {eems to have paid
no regard to the oath of fealty which he had
taken to the King of England, after he was fet at
liberty ; for he prefided in a general aflembly of
the bithops, abbots, priors, and clergy, of Scot-
land, in which the right of King Robert Bruce
to the crown was afferted in the ftrongeft terms,
atDundee, 24th February A.D. 1309.%* Towards

‘the end of that year we find him employed, at

the abbey of Holyroodhoufe, near Edinburgh, in
colleéting evidence againft the knights-templars,
in conjunétion with John de Soleres, the Pope’s
legate®>, Not long after this he feems to have
returned to the party, and to have regained the
favour, of the King of England. For that prince
wrote a letter to the Pope, dated at Berwick,
24th July A.D. 1311., earneftly intreating His
Holinefs not to infift on the attendance of
William Bifhop of St. Andrew’s in the council of
Vienne, becaufe the refidence of that prelate in
Scotland was abfolutely neceflary to fupport his

* Rymer. Feed. t. 2. p. 1016, ; ¥ 1d. ibid.
* Id. vol. 3. p. 118, 119, '
* Wilkin. Concil. t. 2. p. 302, &c. % 1Id, ibid. p. 380.

16 authority
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authority in that country®. . Bifhop Lamberton Cent.XIV.
continued in the Englith intereft till after the =

battle of Bannockburn, and the firm eftablifh-
ment of Robert Bruce on the throne of Scotland,
when he made his peace with that prmce This
excited the moft violent refentment in King
Edward, who wrote a letter to the Pope, dated
at Weftminfter, July 1. A. D. 1318., in which he
painted the Bi{hop ofSt Andrew’s in the blackeft
colours, as an impious traitor, who had violated
the moft folemn. oaths®. ThlS prelate was a
benefactor to his fee, built feveral churches,
finithed and confecrated his cathedral, and died
A. D. 1328.

Robert Withart, Bifhop' of Glafgow from
A.D. 1272. to A. D. 1316., was a more fteady
patriot, and more zealous affertor of the inde-
pendency of his country,. than his brother and
contemporary Bifhop Lamberton. Thisinvolved
him in many troubles, particularly a long im-
prifonment in England, from which he was not
delivered till af'ten the battle of Bannockburn,
when he was exchanged for fome of the Englifh
nobles taken in that action.>

James Bennet, or Bane, Archdeacon of St.
Andrew’s, fucceeded Bi{hop Lamberton in the
primacy, of Scotland ; and being in that high
ftation, he cnowned David IL. A. D. 1329.
When Edward Bahol recovered the crown of

9 Rymeri Feed. t. 3. p.274. o g, lbld p-710.
93 Keith’s Catalogue of the Bifhops of Scotland, 'p.15."
9% Rymeri Feed. t. 3. p.489.

VOL. VIII. - G Scotland,

‘Wifhart
Bifthop of
Glafgow.

Bifhop

Bane.
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Cent. XIV. Scotland, this prelate continued faithful to King
“~—— David, and retired into Flanders, where he died,

Bifhop

Landells.

Stephen.

at Bluges, 22d September A.D. 1332.%° .
The public affairs of Scotland being very un-
fettled at this time, and a difpute having arifen
about the fucceffion of the fee of St. Andrew’s,
it continued vacant about nine years, when
William Landells, provoft of Kinkell, was pro-
moted to it, and confecrated by the Pope at
Avignon A.D.1341. This prelate enjoyed his
promotion no lefs than forty-four years; and
having a good paternal eftate, he lived with
great magnificence and hofpitality*. He ap-
pears to have been much engaged in the civil -
and political tranfaions of - thofe turbulent
times in which he flourithed ; and in particular
he was the firft commiffioner for Scotland in the
tedious negotiations for the delivery of King
David II. from his captivity in England?.
Bithop Landells procured for himfelf and the
clergy of Scotland the privilege of difpofing of
their perfonal eftates by teftament; which, it
feems, they had not enjoyed Beforé"His time*,
He died at St. Andrew’s, 15th Oétober A.D.

1385.”

Stephen de Pay, Prior of St. Andrew’s, was
elected to be bifhop of that fee'; but being taken
prifoner by the Englifh in hlS paflage to the .

* Keith’s Catalogue, p.15. % 1d. p.16.
9 Rymeri I-‘cd. t.3: P.632. 7114736,
%" Spottifwoode; p.55. % Forduny t.1. pe364.

papal



Chap.2. Sect.2. RELIGION f 83

papal court, he died at Alnwick, in March Cent.XIV.
A.D. 1386. S

Robert Trail, doéor of the civil and canon Bitop
laws, was promoted to the primacy of Scotland Tri
by the Pope, who paid him fome very high, but
not unmerited, compliments on that occafion.
This prelate had the chief dire&ion both of the
civil and ecclefiaftical affairs of the kingdom,
which he conduéted with equal wifdom and fe-
licity. He was fo rigid and fevere (fays a con-
temporary hiftorian) in the exercife of church-
difcipline, that no clergyman in his diocefe
dared to keep a concubine pubhcly‘“ He
built the caftle of St. Andrew’s, in which he
died A. D. 1401.

There were twelve bifhoprics in Scotland n

“this perlod befides that of St. Andrew’s; which

were thofe of Glafgow, Dunkeld, Aberdeen,
Moray, Brechin, Dunblane, Rofs, Caithnefs,
Orkney, Galloway, Argyle, and the ifles. But
a particular detail of the feveral prelates of thefe
fees would be more tedious than inftruétive.”

The doétrines of Wickliff, which made fo
much noife in England, feem to have been little
known or regarded in Scotland in the fourteenth
century. ‘This was probably owing to the vio-
lent animofities and frequent wars which then
fubfifted between thefe two kingdoms.

“1° Keith’s Catalogue, p.17.

! Fordun, t.1. p.364.

12 See Keith’s Catalogue of the Bifhops of the feveral Sees within
Scotland. i
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OF

GREAT BRITAIN.

BOOK 1V.

CHAP. 1L

Hiflory - of the Confiitution, Government,. and
Laws of Great Britain, from the death of
King John, A.D.1216., to the acceffion of

. HenryIV. A.D.1399.

HE conttitution, government, and laws of Various
Britain have been formed upon various g})‘;‘;‘;:_f
" plans, and have pafled through various changes, ment.

in their progrefs towards that high degree of ex-
cellence and ftability to which they have happily
attained. The plans of the Britifh, Roman, Saxon,
and Norman governments have been delineated,
and a general view of their feveral fyftems of laws
G 3 : and
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and political arrangements hath been given in
the former volumes of this work. *
oAl That plan of government and fyftem of laws
f},ﬁ}h‘:ﬁfhe commonly called the feudal fifiem, which was
tionthe  eftablithed in England by the Normans,foon after
fimein 4 heir fottlement in that part of this ifland, and
the former  gradually introduced into the othel Britifh ftates,
period  oontinued to form the political conftitution ofall
thefe ftates through the whole of our prefent pe-
riod ; but not without various changes, in its fe-
veral parts. - Some of thefe changes, produced by
*. fation and party-rage, were very great, but of
thort duration; others, which were the refult of
experience, and of the change of circumftances,
were not {o violent, but more permanent. Re-
ferring the reader to the third chapter of the
third book of this work, for the general plan of
the Anglo-Norman conftitution, government,
and laws, both at their firft introduétion, and as
they flood at the conclufion of the former pe-
riod, T thall endeavour in this chapter to pomt
out the principal changes that were made in
thefe important objeéts in the courfe of our -pre-
fent period. In doing this, the greateft fincerity,
brevity, and plainnefs, {hall be ftudied.

# See vol-1. p.237~368.; vol. 3. p.2gg—s39.5 yol.6. p.1—86.
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SECTION L

Changes in the Cm‘z/t'z'tutz'on, Government, and Laws of
Brztam, in the reign of Henry 111 ﬁam A. D 1216.
to'A.D. 1272. -

I“HE Great Charter granted by King John to- Hiflory of
wards the conclufion of the former period, g‘}fﬁm‘
ers.

contains a very diftin¢t and authentic plan of the
Englith conftitution, as it ftood at that time ; at
leaft in fpeculation. . As foon as this great charter
was obtained, it became the idol of the people of
England, who efteemed it the great fecurity.of
their moft valuable rights and liberties. But it
was not viewed with the fame favourable eyes by
thofe who had the adminiftration of governmerit
in )their hands; who were very backward in exe-
cuting its moft important articles. This pro-
duced frequent and earneft cries for the execu-
- tionand confirmation of that famous charter ; and
thefe cries were effe¢tual when the King and his
minifters ftood in particular need of the favour
and aﬁlftance of the people, who common]y pa1d
for thefe confirmations by liberal grants of mo-
ney. Accordingly, the Great Charter was con-
firmed (with fome variations occafioned by the
change of circumiftances) no lefs than feven times
in the reign of Henry IIL,and fome of thefe con-
firmations were attended with very great folemni-

G 4 ties.
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ties>. In the fecond year of this reign, A.D.
1217., the articles refpeéting the royal forefts
were left out of the Great Charter, which was .
then confirmed, and formed into a feparate char-
ter, called Charia de Forefla; and thefe two
charters after this were always feparated?, It
would be tedious to give a minute detail “of all
the variations of the Great Charters of Henry ITI.
from that of King John ; but the reader may fa-
tisfy himfelf on this fubje, by comparing the
charters granted by Henry I1IL.; A.D. 1224., in-
ferted in the Appendix to this volame, with that
granted by King John, in the Appendix at the
end of the fixth volume t

Some changes were made in the ranks and or-
ders of men in fociety, in the reign of Henry ITI.
Thofe in the loweft rank were ftill in the fame
wretched ftate of fervitude as formerly. = Of this

- we have {ufficient evidence in the Great Charters

of that prince, in which thofe who had the cuf-
tody of the eftates of minors are prohibited from
deftroying or wafting the men or cattle upon
thefe eftates, placing both on the fame footing *.
According to’ Braéton the famous lawyer, who
flourifhed in this reign, all the goods a flave re- -
quired belonged to his mafter, who might take
them from him whenever he pleafed®. - Slaves
were ftill an article of commerce, even in ‘the

* See Judge Blackftone’s moft accurate Hiftory of the Charters, in
his Law-tra&s, vol.2, p.43=—91.

3 Id. ibid. p.63. 4 Append, No, 1, 2.

$ Append. No. 1. ¢ Bra&on, L. 1. c.9. p. 6.

next
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next reign. ¢ In the'fame vear, 1283. (fay the
¢ annals of Dunftable), we fold our flave by birth,

<« William Pyke, and all his family, and received
« one mark from the buyer.” 7 But there were
different orders of flaves, and different degrees
“of fervitude, in this, as well as in the preceding
period®. The next rank in fociety confifted of
farmers, mechanics, and traders who were free
men, but were éither not proprietors of land, or
only of finall parcels. ' The yeomanry and capi-
tal burgeffes 'in ' great towns, confidered them-
felves as of a rank fuperior to the former. The
diftinétion between the nobility and gentry be-
gan to be confpicuous in this reign. Anciently,
all who held of the crown in capite were efteemed
noble, and formed one order; but the great in.
equality of the power and wealth among the
members of this order, laid the foundation of a
divifion of them into the greater and {fmaller ba-
rons. This divifion became plain, when they
‘began’ to be fummoned to parliament in different
‘ways, the greater barons by a particular fum-
mons direéted to each of them, and the fmaller
by a general fummons to thofe in each county.
But ‘even after this, they for fome time formed
only one aflembly, and, mingled together as
perfons of the fame rank, when they appeared in
parliament. The divifion became more confpi-
cuous after the eftablifhment of the houfe of
commons, when the fmaller barons and free-

7 Annal. Dunftap. an. 1283. 8 Bracton, p.7.
holders

89
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holders no longer mingled with the greater and - -
were no longer their peers, nor appeared in par-

‘liament each in his own nght but only as repre-

fentatives. 3
Nothing can be better afcertained, or more

clearly deﬁned than the conftitution of the par-
liament of England when the Great Charter was’
granted by King John at the end of our laft pe-

~riod. The members who compofed that aflfem-

bly, the manner in which they were fummoned,
with feveral other particulats, are thus defcribed
in that charter: ¢ To have.a common council
¢ of the kingdom, to affefs and aid, otherwife
55 than in the three forefaid cafes, or to affefs a
& archbxfhops, blfhops, ear 1_s, and gn eater barons,
< perfonally, by our letters ; and befides we will
¢ caufe to be {ummoned in general by our fhe-
< riffs and bailiffs, all thofe who hold of us.in
« chief; to a'certain day, atthe diftance of forty
¢ days at leaft, and to a certain place ; and in all
¢ the Jetters of fummons, we will exprefs the
¢ caufe of the fummons; and the fummons be-
¢ ing thus made, the bufinefs fhall go on at the
¢ day appointed, according to the advice of
¢ thofe who {ball be prefent, although all who
“ had been fummoned have not come.” 9
No change feems to have been made in the
conftitution of the pa.rliament of Eng]and in the

* See vol. 6. Append. No. z. p.384. No.z. p. 397
from
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from the defcriptions given of thefe affemblies by
Matthew Paris, the beft contemporary hiftorian .
It would be tedious to introduce all thefe defcrip-
tions, which (though they differ a little in words,
{fome of them being more general, others more
particular) are all to the fame import. When the
members are defcribed in general, it is commonly
in fuch words as thele :—Magnates Anglie, tam
laici quam prelati,—*¢ The great men of Eng-
¢ land, both of the laity and clergy™.” The
following is the moft particular defcription of the
members of a parliament (held at London A, D.
1237.) to be found in this hiftorian : ¢ The King
£ immediately fent his royal writs into all parts
¢ of England, fummoning all concerned in the
¢ kingdom of England, viz. all archbifhops,
¢ bithops, abbots, inftalled priors, earls, barons,
¢ and all others without omiflion*>.”> By this
laft expreflion, all others without omiffion, we are
certainly to underftand thofe who are thus de-
fcribed in the Great Charter, all tho/e who hold of
us in chief; who were fummoned in general by
the fheriffs. For all the members of this parlia-
ment are afterwards called magnates et nobiles,
&¢ great men and nobiles,” of whom, the hifto-
rian fays, ¢ an infinite multitude came to Lon-
¢ don .’ The members of a parliament which
‘met at Weftminfter A.D. 1244., are thus de-
feribed :-mt¢ The. Archbifhop of York, and all

1° Mat. Pans,p 219 col.1. p.223. colexs p.252. col.2. p 256
cole I p.293. col. 2.

" Id. p.256. col.1. p.252. col.2.
' Id. p.297. col.2. ¥ Id. ibid.
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< the bifhops, abbots, and priors of England, by
t¢ themfelves, or their procurators,and alfo all the
“ earls, and almoft all the barons of England.”**
The great councils of the kingdom feem to

the great charter, till the mad parliament, 'as it
was called, which met at Oxford, June 11, A.D.
1258., made a violent change of this, as well as
in every other part of the conftitution. That
party of the barons, headed by Simon de Mont-
fort Earl of Leicefter, which had long oppofed
the court, came to this parliament armed, and
attended by fuch numerous retinues, that they
were completely mafters of ‘the field, and com-
pelled the King to confent to ‘every thing they
propofed. Twenty-four great men were invefted
with authority,—to name the King’s council,
the great officers of the crown, and the go-
vernors of the royal caftles, —to regulate’the
King’s houfehold, to manage his revenue, — to
make laws,— and, in a word, to do almoft what-
ever they pleafed’s. 'One of the firft aéts of
thefe twenty-four diftators was a decree, that
there fhould be three parliaments' every year,
one in February, one in' June and one in Oé&to-
ber. - But thefe parliaments were to be confti-
tuted in a very extraordinary man<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>