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HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS.

INTRODUCTION.
The Defects of Agricultviral Literature—Animal Food Appreciated

—Mr. Bates on Commerce and Agriculture—Mr. Bakewell, the

Firrit Improver of Stock— Mr. George Culley takes up Mr. Bake-

well's Labours and Honours—Mr. John Bailey's Nativity, Career,

and Views—Mr. George Culley's Principles of Breeding Stock,

followed by Mr. Bates — Long-horns and Short-horns — The

Author's Position and Object—Messrs, Colling, their Judgment

and Herd—The First Herd-book and Mr. Bates—Mr. George

Coates, Mr, Mason, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Beny, and their Connec-

tion with Improved Short-horn Breeding—The Author's Special

Knowledge and the Value of Mr. Bates's Opinions and Predictions.

One of the gTeatest authorities on agTiculture in all

its branches during the last generation made use of this

pertinent expression:
—"It has been matter of surprise to

many that none of our countrymen have hitherto attempted

to write a treatise expressly upon what farmers call stock."'"*

This was the view, as will be seen below, of Mr. George

Culley, a Northumberland farmer, in 178G.

The student in agricultural literature will find his

surprise increased in the present day when he views

shelves loaded with volumes on agiiculture, but with hardly

any on live stock. Mr. Culley has collected, I believe,

all the writings of the ancientsf on cattle, and recorded

* " Obervations on Live Stock, containing Hints for Choosing

and Improving the Best Breeds of the most useful kinds of Domes-

tic Animals, by George Culley, 178G."

t Varro, Columella, Mago, Palladius, Virgil, &c.

B
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every reference, excepting, perhaps, to the urns or wild

bull. This race still exists in Lithuania in its natural

state.

The production of beef and mutton did not enter

into the speculations of the ancient writers or the calcula-

tions of agriculturists ; but in the last century animal

food became more important than the profits derived from

the use of cattle for draught purposes, or for the produce

of the dairy.

The late Mr. Bates contended that commerce and

agriculture ought to go hand in hand. The markets for

animal food opened out by the increase of the population

of London, the extension of manufactories in the midland

counties, the shipping and coal trades of the northern

ports, and other modes of developing the physical

resom'ces of the country, stimulated the English agricul-

turists, and live stock became the most important part of

all improved farming. We must not overlook the fact

that animal food w^as not the staff of life of the ancient

inhabitants of southern climes, but in the damp and

northern districts it is essential for sustaining strong

bodily exertion.

In going through "The Annals of Agriculture," by

Arthur Young, commenced about 1780, and "The Tran-

sactions of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts,

Manufactures, and Commerce," from 1783, it is a curious

and instinctive study to see the various imperfect steps

taken for the improvement of cultivation, stock, and

implements.

Mr. Bakewell, of Dishley, is allowed by every one to

have been the first person who systematically improved
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the breed of live stock with a view to the production of

animal food. In sheep his success was complete during

his time, and experience since has given a permanent

character to his principles of selection. His improved

long-horn cattle also spread much in the midland counties,

and Mr. Fowler, of Oxfordshire, at his sale, in 1791,

obtained very large prices, several bulls being sold for

above 200 guineas; while at Mr. Paget's sale, in 1793, a

bull bred by Mr. Fowler brought 400 guineas, showing

the estimation in which v^ell-bred cattle were then held.

Mr. Bakewell carefully concealed his proceedings, and,

except by the observation of results, his experience was

lost to the world. In-and-in breeding, howcA^er, was no

doubt his secret. It is also very curious to read Arthur

Young's account of the Tup Club, a society which was

established in the midland counties in Mr. Bakewell's life-

time, to secure for the members all the benefit to be derived

from the improved breeding of sheep. Xo life of Mr.

Bakewell was ever published, and unfortunately he is

only known in history by a short obituary notice in the

Gentleman^s Magazine.

After Mr. Bakewell, the name of George Culley has

always been placed as the next highest authority on live

stock. What he did for improving the breeds of sheep in

Northumberland is a matter of history. (See "Library of

Useful Knowledge.") He and his brother Matthew have

been mentioned as " the great veterans and leaders in

agricultural improvement." They, however, have had no

historian. But the impetus given to agricultural progress

by them, and the rapid and astonishing improvements

which followed in the North of England and in Scotland,

b2
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crdated a national wish for some government acknowledg-

ment of the importance of AgTiculture to the State, and

for the appointment of a Minister of Agricnltnre, as well

as one for Trade and the Colonies, that the same improve-

ment might be made in other parts of the Kingdom. Bnt

as this suggestion was not adopted, the result was the

establishment of "The Board of Agriculture and Internal

Improvement," to which there Avas not attached any-

official or government authority. Sir John Sinclair was

the president, and Arthur Young the secretary. Probably

the only records now existing of the works of the board

are the views or reports of the different counties, drawn

up at their request, and for their consideration. No

reports contain more information or suggestions for

improvement than those for the four northern counties.

The agricultural surveys of Northumberland and

Cumberland were by J. Bailey and George CuUey, and the

sm'vey of Durham by J. Bailey.

John Bailey was a native of the banks of the Tees,

and had in early life been a mathematical tutor, and

became a land surveyor and agent when the commons

aud waste lands in Durham and Xorthumberland were

divided and enclosed. He was afterwards resident agent

at Chillingham, for the estate of the Earl of Tankervdile.

Both works are full of interest on all mechanical, mineral,

and commercial subjects connected with the two counties,

and they anticipate all that has ever been done by the

legislature for the improvement of landed properties. The

chapter on Political Economy in the survey of Durham

would not discredit some of the modern professors, and

there is the first indication of the possibility of making
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general railways, and of using the gas which was formed in

the distillation of coal for general illuminating purposes.

The chapters on live stock, in both volumes, are instruc-

tive ; that for Durham has, in fact, been used as the

History of Short-horn Cattle ; all that was known of them

being from Mr. G. Culley's information. The survey of

Durham was mostly written in 1796, although the publi-

cation was delayed until 1810, and J. Baile}-, in speaking

then of farmers, says :
—" In this, as well as in every other

district I am acquainted with, the occupiers of large farms

have been the first to make improvements—to introduce

new irnplements, new modes of culture, and improved

breeds of live stock. It is men of education and superior

intelligence who travel to examine the cultivation of

distant counties, and improved breeds of cattle, sheep, and

other animals, and who have capital to carry into effect

whatever they may think will improve their own districts.

Messrs. Culley and Charge were the first that led the wajy

and they have been followed by Messrs. Colling, Mason,

Taylor, ISTesham, Seymour, and many others, by whose

exertions and judicious selection this district will be

lastingly benefited."

The principles of breeding stock, and the valuable

properties of the different kinds and races, are so clearly

laid down by Mr. G. Culley, that I think it best at once to

quote them from the work previously named. Mr. Bates

always acted on them, and in all his statements and con-

versation constantly referred to them.

In mentioning the short-horned or Dutch cattle,

George Cullev writes, in 178G, as follows :

—
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o*^ " This breed, like most others, is better and worse in

different districts ; not so much I apprehend from the

^ / good or bad quahty of the land, as from a want of atten-

tion in the breeders. In Lincolnshire, which is the

furthest south that we meet with any number of this kind

of cattle, they are, in general, more subject to lyery,* or

black flesh, than those bred further north ; and in that

rich part of Yorkshire, called Holderness, they are much

the same as those south of the Humber, of which we have

been sj^eaking. It is probable that they had either stuck

more to the lyery black-beefed kind, than their more

northern neighbours, at that unfortunate period, w^hen they

Avere imported from the Continent, or that the latter had

seen their error sooner. But, from whatever cause this

happened, it is a fact, that as soon as we cross the York-

shire AVolds northward, we find this breed alter for the

better ; they become finer in the bone, in the carcase, and,

in a great measure, free from that disagreeable lyery sort

* The term " lyery" is explained ia the following extract from

*j Mr. George Culley's " Observations on Live Stock, &e. :"—
*'*I

p'l remember a gentleman of"^e' county of Durham (Mr. Michael

Dobinson), who went in the early part of his life into Holland to

buy bulls. Those he brought over were of much service in improv-

ing the breed ; and this Mr. Dobinson and neighbours, even in my
day, were noted for having the best breed of short-horned cattle,

and sold their bulls and heifers for very great prices. But after-

wards some other persons of less knowledge going over, brought

home some bulls that in all probability introduced along that coast

the distinguishable kind of cattle well known to the breeders adjoin-

ing the Tees by the appellation of lyery or douhle-lyered, that is,

black-fleshed ; for, notwithstanding one of these creatures will feed

to a vast weight, aad though fed ever so long, yet will not have one

pound of fat about it, neither within nor without, and the flesh (for

it does not deserve to be called beef) ia as black and coarse-grained

as horse-flesh."
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which has brought such an odium upon this (perhaps)

most valuable breed. When you reach that fine country

on both sides the River Tees, you are then in the centre

of this breed of cattle ; a country that has been long

eminent for good stock of all kinds ; the country where

the Dobinsons first raised a spirit of emulation amongst

the breeders, which is still kept up by Mr. Hill, the

Messrs. Charge, the Messrs. Colling, Mr. Maynard, etc.,

ifcc.

"The great obstacle to the improvement of domestic

animals seems to have arisen from a common prevailing

idea amongst breeders, that no bull should be used in the

same herd more than three years, and no tup more than

two ; because (say they), if used longer the breed will be

too near aJcin^ and the produce will be tender, diminutive,

and liable to disorders : some have imbibed the prejudice

so far as to think it irreligious; and if they were by

chance in possession of the best breed in the Island, would

by no means put a male and female together that had the

same sire, or were out of the same dam. But, fortunately

for the public, there have been men, in difi'erent lines of

breeding, whose enlarged minds were not to be bound by

vulgar prejudice, or long established modes, and who have

proved by many years' experience, that such notions are

without any foundation."

"Mr. Bakewell has not had a cross (from any breed

than his own) for upwards of twenty j^ears ; his best stock

have been bred by the nearest afiinities
;
yet they have

not decreased in size, neither are they less hardy or more

liable to disorders; but, on the contrary, have kept in a

progressive state of improvement."
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"This mode has also been frequently practised in

breeding the best dogs and game-cocks. A certain gentle-

man, who produced the best pointers in the North of

Eno-land for many years, never bred from any other than

his own, because, he said, he could not find better to cross

them with; and I am informed, from good authority, that

a breeder of game-cocks, who was very successful, would

never allow his breed to be contaminated by crossing with

others, and to this precaution he attributed all his

superiorit}'."

"But one of the most conclusive arguments that

crossing with different stock is not necessary to secure

size, hardiness, &c., is the breed of wild cattle in Chilling-

ham Park, in the County of Northumberland. It is well

known these cattle have been confined in this park for

several hundred years, without any intermixture ; and are,

perhaps, the piurst breed of cattle of any in the kingdom.

From their situation and uncontrolled state, they must

indisputably have bred from the nearest affinities in every

possible degree
;

yet we find these cattle exceeding!}'

hardy, healthy, and well formed, and their size, as well

as colour, and many other particulars and peculiarities,

the same as they were five hundred years since."

"From these instances it appears there can be no

danger in breeding by the nearest affinities, provided they

are possessed in a sujyerior degree of the qualities we wish

to acquire ; but if not possessed of these, then we ought

to procure such of the same kind as have, in the most

eminent degree, the valuable properties we think our own

deficient in. It is certainly from the lest males and fe-

males that hest breeds can be obtained or preserved. To
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breed in this manner is undoubtedly right so long as letter

males can be met with, not only amongst our neighbours,

but also amongst the most improved breeds in any part of

the island, or from any part of the world, provided the

expense does not exceed the proposed advantage; and

when you can no longer, at home or abroad, find better

males than your own, then, by all means, breed from them;

whether horses, neat-cattle, sheep, &c., for the same rule

holds good through every species of domestic animals

;

but, upon no account, attempt to breed or cross from

woi^se than your own ; for that would be acting in contra-

diction to common sense, experience, and that well-estal3-

lished rule—"That best only can beget best," or, which is

a particular case of a more general rule, viz., that " Like

begets like."*

"On this simple axiom the whole mystery of improv-

ing stock seems to depend, and, like many other valuable

truths, has been neglected, most probably for its simplicity,

and other modes pursued as whim or fancy directed, with-

out either reason or experiment to support or even give

the least colour of plausibility to .the practice."

After speaking of Mr. Bakewell's long-horns, Mr.

CuUey says, " There is little doubt but a breed of short-

horn cattle might be selected equal, if not sjq^erior, to

even that very kindly-fleshed sort of Mr. Bakewell's, pro-

vided any able breeder, or body of breeders, would pay

* I never heard of any attempt to breed horses of any kind on

this principle. If it has been attempted it must have failed.

Although wild horses must be bred in-and-in as well as wild cattle, I

have known instances of near blood-horse breeding by accident, and

the results were certainly fatal to the principle.

—

2'he AviJior.
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as much attention to these as Mr. Bakewell and his neigh-

bours have done to the long-horns. But it has hitherto

been the misfortune of the short-horn breeders to pursue

the largest and biggest-boned ones as the best, without

considering that those are the best that pay the most

money for a given quantity of food. However, the ideas

of our short-horn breeders being now more enlarged, and

their minds more open to conviction, we may hope in a

few years to see great improvements made in that breed

of cattle."*

In the following pages I hope to point out how Mr.

Bates, from his relation to and connection with Mr. Geo.

Culley, became imbued with his spirit and maxims, and

how he succeeded in realizing all his anticipations respect-

ing the breeding of cattle and the improvement of the

short-horn race. By the above quotations it is shown

that at the time they were WTitten the Messrs. Colling

were not the sole, or even the most eminent, of short-

horn breeders, or that their herds had acquired any

remarkable value. The Messrs. Colling always said, how-

ever, that whatever they knew of breeding cattle they

acquired from Geo. Culley.

The publication of the Herd Book, in 1822, in which

Mr. Bates took an active part, w^as the next great event

in short-horn history. George Coates, its author or editor,

had been a successful breeder of short-horns, and a cow,

* To the edition of 1801 there is the following note :
—" I am

glad to find my hopes have been well founded ; because, since the

publication of the first edition of this work, a very rapid improve-

ment has taken place in the breeding of short-horn cattle, so that

in a few years I have reason to think they will surpass their rivals

—

the long-horns."
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called the Driffield Cow, and bred by him, had been

publicly exhibited, and a portrait of her published. His

bull Patriot (486) was also considered a first-class animal.

Mr. Coates, indeed, was well known, and a popular man
with short-horn breeders. He, however, fell into reduced

circumstances, and the publishing of a Short-horn Herd

Book, after the model of the Racing Stud Book, was

suggested as a means of providing for him. The share of

Mr. Bates in this work will be referred to hereafter.

After Mr. R. CoUing's sale in 1818, Mr. C. Mason, of

Chilton, in the County of Durham, was considered the

greatest breeder of short-horns. He was a gentleman well

known and popular in the agricultural and sporting world.

Mr. Hutchinson, a banker at Stockton, had also a

short-horn herd, and puffed off their praises in verse,

attempting at the same time to cast ridicule on other

herds in his doggerel rhyme.

Soon after this, Mr. Bates became acquainted with

the Rev. Henry Berry,* and they often discussed the

subject of breeding cattle. Mr. Bates, as usual, freely

imparted to him all his knowledge and experience, and

wished him to ^Tite the History of Short-horns, but Mr.

BeiTy considered Mr. Bates the proper party to do so.

Mr. Berry was an enthusiastic breeder of cattle, and was

much impressed with the value of short-horns over every

other breed. He also tried West Highland Cattle, and

obtained some fine specimens from Northumberland.

The difficulties and doubts, however, of the undertaking

were considered very great. Mr. Berry had written much
in praise of short-horns, and to shovr their superiority over

* See Fanner's Magazine, 1838, p. 5.
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all other breeds. The mtended work was never proceeded

with. Mr. Berry how^ever published much on breeding,

and he considered that more was often due to the dam

than to the sire, in the character of the produce, a con-

clusion, I believe, now admitted to be eiToneous, at any

rate in crosses by well improved short-horn bulls with

short-horn cows, or any other breed of cattle.

After the Royal English Agricultural Society's first

meeting at Oxford, in 1839, short-horns advanced greatly in

favour as profit-giving cattle. Breeders and agriculturists in

large numbers subsequently came to visit the herd of Mr.

Bates, at Kirklevington, and with them Mr. Bates usually

entered into the subject of short-horns and breeding in

general. Mr. Bates stated so many facts respecting short-

horns and their origin and history, and the defects of the

various herds which had existed, that a very general w4sh

was expressed to him, and frequent requests made, that

he should commit his knowledge to writing, and in fact

write a history of improved short-horn cattle. Mr.

Bates frequently expressed his intention of doing so,

w^hen he had leisure for the purpose. He made notes and

memoranda of short-horns, and the various anecdotes and

events connected with them, and the o\\Tiers of the herds

which he had visited. The popular notion of improved

short-horn cattle was, that the Messrs. Colling had pos-

sessed all the race, and been the real improvers of the

breed. Nothing surprised the visitors more than the facts

and personal observations of Mr. Bates, which extended

as far back as the yeav 1782, respecting short-horns. jMr.

Bates considered the Messrs. Colling neither the first

breeders nor the improvers of short-horn cattle^ and that,
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ill fact, the celebrity of the Ceiling's herd and name,

although made widely known by the travelling Durham

Ox, calved in 1796, was caused by Mr. Bates purchasing

the Duchess Cow, in 1804, for 100 guineas: before that

they had never sold any cows or heifers at extraordinary

prices. Mr. Bates's time was so much occupied with his

herd, and in receiving and paying visits, generally in con-

nexion with short-horns, that he made little progress with

his history, and he never reduced it into any regTila^ form.

My connexion with Mr. Bates brought me into constant

conversation with him, and I was familiar with all the

transactions relating to his own herd, and was generally

present both in viewing the cattle and at table when he

was talking of short-horns. From these advantages, I had

long been familiar with all the facts stated, and events

referred to by Mr. Bates, and, indeed, he often asked me

to ^Tite the intended history from his dictation, We
however never commenced until the autumn of 1846.

In now committing this special knowledge to paper,

I think it best, in the first place, to give Mr. Bates's own

statements relating to breeding, as nearly as possible as I

wrote them down. Secondly, to state such facts as have

come to my knowledge, which coiToborate or support the

statements of Mr. Bates. And thirdly, to give some

details to prove what the Kirklevington herd really was,

and what it has been, and now is, that short-horn breeders

may all see how far Mr. Bates's opinions and predictions

have been justified by the experience of above twenty

years since his death.
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CHAPTER I.

PAET I.

EARLY OBSERVATIONS, REFLECTIONS, AND MATURED VIEWS.

Mr. Bates, Mr. "Wastell, of Burdon, and the Importance of Agiicul-

tural Improvement—Messrs. H. and W. Taylor, of Christon Bank,

Opulent Northumberland Graziers—ExtraValue of Improved Cattle

in the Yorkshire and Durham Markets—Mr. Harrison at Barmpton

— C. Colling's Bull, Favourite—Mr. Wastell Bred Mr. Jolly's Bull

(337)—Mr. Maynard's Cow, Favourite, and the Duchesses, Daisys

and Cherries—Mr. Wastell and an Authentic History of Mr. Jolly's

Bull, Jolly—Mr. Jobson, Turvelaws, Wooler, and Anotlier Romantic

Incident in the life of Jolly—Mr. Wastell and his Influence on

the Young Mind of Mr. Bates—Mr. Bakewell's Improved Leicesters,

and a Black-faced Tup—Row Animals Breed Back—Short-horns

Great Milkers, Grazers, and Meat Producers—Various Yield of

Milk per Diem—Mr. Wastell's Cow, Barforth, gave 36 Quarts

—

Mr. Bates on the Origin of Short-horns—Mr. Michael Dobinson,

the Isle, Sedgefield, the Founder of the Best Tribes—The Durham
Agricultural Society and its Influence on Breeding Short-horns

—

Mr. John Erasmus Blackett and the Studley Short-horns—Sir

James Pennyman, his Tenantry, how he encouraged them, and

the celebrated Studley Bull—Mr. Lakeland's, Mr. William Barker's,

and Mr. John Brown's Bulls were by the Studley Bull—Sir Hugh
Smithson, and the Tradition of the Stanwick Short-horns—Short-

horn History to 1783.

Mr. Bates stated that, in 1782, his attention was

drawn to the impoi-tance of agTicultural improvements by

Mr. Wastell, of Great Burdon, near Darlington, while on

a visit in the southern part of the County of Noi-thumber-

iland. Mr. Wastell, w^as a man of superior information

in his day. Mr. Bates always spoke of him as the first

improver, and also as one of the best judges of short-horn
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cattle. From many farms in that district Mr. Wastell

obtained, for many years in succession, the surplus stock

for feeding, he furnishing the owners with bulls regularly

as they needed them. He then came to buy the stock

so descended, to graze upon his estate at Burden. Mr.

Wastell was a near relation of the Messrs Culley, and

being a much older man, had been their adviser in their

early years. He was also the intimate friend of Messrs.

Henry and William Taylor, of Christen Bank, formerly

the most opulent graziers in Northumberland, who

accumulated an immense fortune from small beginnings,

principally through their great skill and judgment in

cattle. Mr. Wastell used to visit them to select their best

cattle when nearly fat, that he might finish them at Bur-

don. The dealers who attended Wakefield Market, then

the largest fat cattle market next to Smithfield in England,

could give from sixpence to one shilling per stone, and

sometimes even more than the butchers who bought at

Morpeth and Darlington, who supplied the shipping at

Shields, Newcastle, and Sunderland. Mr. Wastell was

long recollected and spoken of as having the clearest

conception and the most correct and sound judgment.

His remarks were so indelibly impressed on the mind of

Mr. Bates, that they were never obliterated. He often

stated that as he grew up and gained increased experience,

he invariably found that his, (Mr. Wastell's)
judgment

was correct. Pedigree was everything with Mr. Wastell

;

a long line of the best ancesters was indispensible, if men

wished to breed to a certainty, not that he did not know

what great judgment was requisite in putting the most

proper males to suitable females. This, Mr. Wastell said,



16 HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS.

was the only way to make a permanent improvement in

any breed of stock, always bearing in mind the puii^oses

for which they are intended. He had for many years

the very best short-horns in his possession. His brother-

in-law, Mr. Harrison, resided at Barmpton before Mr. R.

Colling began farming there.

In 1799, Mr. Bates twice bought steers descended

from a cow bought at Mr. Hamson's sale after his death,

and, although the times were very much depressed, this

cow cost fifty guineas. Mr. Bates affirmed that these

steers were better than any he ever saw, either at Bannpton

or Ketton, when the Messrs. Colling's stock were at their

greatest perfection. Mr. Bates had bought Mr. R. Colling's

steers the following year, 1 800, and both lots were by Mr.

C. Colling's bull Favourite, then in his bloom.

It will surprise many, I doubt not, to hear that to

Mr. Wastell the short-horn breeders are indebted for

breedmgJolly's Bull (337), from which bull Mr. Maynard's

cow, called Favourite, owed the excellences she possessed.

These qualities, too, were transmitted to her descendants,

even to the day of Comet, though crossed in the interim

by bulls, not only of no celebrity, but with gross and

glaring imperfections, which rendered that tribe of cattle

far inferior to the Duchesses, Daisys, and Chenies of Mr.

C. Colling's stock, and the Princess tribe of Mr. R. Colling.

Mr. Bates stated he believed that the way Mr. Jolly's

bull was bred was never made public till the summer of

1840, after the Yorkshire Agi'icultural Society's exhibition

of that year, when Mr. Holmes, from Ireland, fiivoured

Mr. Bates with his company at Kirkleving-ton. He asked

Mr. Bates if he knew where Mr. Thomas Robinson lived. He
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had been an eminent breeder of shoi*t-horns, and formerly

lived at Marsh House, near Stockton. Mr. Bates said

that Mr. Robinson then resided in the town of Yarm, next

neighbour to Mr. Jolly, and as he (Mr. Holmes) wished to

see Mr. T. Robinson, Mr. Bates asked him and Mr. Jolly

to dinner. After dinner, Mr. Bates requested Mr. Jolly to

inform Mr. Holmes where he got the bull named after

himself, and what became of the bull afterwards. Mr.

Jolly, then in his eighty-eighth year, but as hale and

hearty as when he was half the age, said, "When I was

seventeen years of age, having from childhood heard so

much about the superiority of Mr. Wastell's cattle, and

having seen Mr. Wastell frequently at Darlington market

when I was there with my father, I felt an anxious desire

to see them, and one da}^, on seeing Mr. Wastell getting

his horse to leave the market, I went to him and asked

him if he would kindly show me his cattle ; to which he

replied, "I am going home, young man, and if you will get

your horse and accompany me I will show them to you."

I accompanied him, and on arriving at Burden, Mr.

Wastell said, "I will take you to my cow-house at once ;"

and there seeing a young bull calf which I was much

taken with (never having seen such a one before), I said I

"Will you sell me this calf?" and he said "Yes, if you will \

give thirty guineas for him;" to which I replied "Then

I'll give you thirty guineas." He then said, "Young man,

he is yours, and you may fetch him whenever you like."

I went home and told my father that I had bought a

young bull calf of Mr. Wastell for thirty guineas, and he

was exceedingly angry with me for giving so high a price,

and said I would never see the money again. But; as he
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was intimate with Mr. Wastell, he gave me the thirty

guineas the next morning, and told me to bring him home.

I did so, and the bull was used for many years on the

farm at Worsall.

Some years afterwards, while I was do^vn in the

Holmes, by the side of the River Tees, a gentleman came

to me on horseback, and asked if I had the bull I had

bought as a calf of Mr. Wastell, and I told him I had. He

then asked if I would sell the bull, and I said I had no

objection. We then returned to the farm-house, and I held

his horse while he went and examined the bull, and when

^ he came back he said, " What is the price of the bull T I

said, " fifty guineas," on which he took out his purse and

told fifty guineas into my hand, and said he would send for

him. His name was Mr. Jobson, from Turvelaws, near

Wooler. This IVIi'. Jobson was father of Messrs. William

and Robert Jobson. Their stock were descended, until the

sale in 1846, from this same Jolly's bull, and though the

purchase of Jolly's bull was made nearly seventy years

before, they then retained the same character as was in

Mr. Maynard's cow. Favourite. Mr. Maynard only sent one

cow to this Jolly's bull, and she, far from being the best

of cows at that day, yet produced the highest priced

animal ever sold by public auction. Mr. Bates said he

named all these facts particularly, that young breeders

like young Mr. Jolly may not act as he did, for he never

bought another good bull. Mr. Jolly attended Mr. Robert

Colling's sale in 1818. The dam of Mr. Bates' second

Hubback, was bought from Mr. Waldy, an agricultural

pupil of Mr. Jolly. Mr. Waldy, senior, was very angry

with his son for giving twenty-six pounds, twelve shillings.
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and the auctioneer's fee, for her, at Mr. Hustler's sale, at

Aclam, although it was well known that Mr. Hustler had

repeatedly refused 400 guineas for her. Mr. Waldy, as

well as Mr. Jolly, had seen much worse cows sold at the

Barmpton sale the previous year, at above 300 guineas

each.

As I have mentioned, Mr. Wastell was the person who

first aroused Mr. Bates's attention to the improvement of

stock. Mr. Bates often mentioned a fact which showed

Mr. Wastell's discernment, and it was this
—"Mr. Bake-

well," he said, "had concealed from the world how he had

produced that wonderful improvement in his flock, but if

the truth was known he w^as sure that it would prove he

had done it by the use of a black tup." Seventeen years

after Mr. Bates heard Mr. Wastell state this, he named it

to a gentleman who had visited Mr. Bakewell in his early

career as a breeder, and he said that " while staying with

Mr. Bakewell I observed that there was one part of his

premises he never showed me, and I got up very early one

morning and went and examined those premises, and I

there found a black tup ; a most extraordinaiy sheep ; but

as it was a liberty I had taken, I never named it before

to any one." This he told Mr. Bates, which confirmed

what Mr. Wastell had said. Mr. Bates stated that he had

learnt from good authority that Mr. Bakewell bought this

black tup at Ashbourne market in Derbyshire, and that

the fact was well known there by those who saw Mr.

Bakewell buy the black tup. Mr. Bates stated that he

had good authority for saying that of late years black

lambs occasionally came from Leicester ewes, though none

were ever seen in Mr. Bakewell's day, which is as strong a
-

- - -•
- -

• - -02
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proof as can be given that animals breed hack even to very

remote ancestors, where there has been anything very

peculiar in such ancestors; but the general principle holds

good in most cases that "like begets like." Mr. Bates

stated that breeding is a subject inexhaustable to an atten-

tive observer; he may gain knowledge and experience

each day he lives, and may ever keep improving.

Mr. Bates related many instances he had known of

pcows of the short-horned race that combined the character

of great milkers, quick grazers, and of growing to immense

weights. Mr. Bates remembered a cow belonging to Mr.

Dixon, of Ingoe, Northumberland, that gave very large

quantities of milk, often breeding calves that were all

good grazers, was fed at the age of seventeen years, and

made a very fat and handsome cow. These cattle were

small consumers of hay. Mr. Bates mentioned these facts

to Mr. Robert Colling when at Barmpton in 1804, before

he bought his first Duchess cow of his brother Charles, and

Mr. C. Colling said, ''When I came to Barmpton first, after

the death of Mr. Harrison, I never had then any thought

of becoming a breeder of short-homs, and only kept cows

for dairy pui-poses. My sister, who then lived with me,

said that the milkmaid had repeatedly told her that one

cow gave an extraordinary quantity of milk. This she

told me one Sunday evening, before the cows were milked,

and I said, 'Let us go and see what she does give, and we

will measure the milk.'

"

After seeing this cow milked, it measured twenty-six

quarts and a-half, thus proving that she gave more than

the cow to which I have before alluded. The next

greatest quantity of milk Mr. Bates ever heard of a cow
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giving, was one vv'hicli belonged to a person who said to

him " She does more than fill the can, and the girl takes

with her a smaller can," which, on measuring, was nine-

teen and a-half quarts regularly twice a daj while on

grass. The next largest quantity he remembered was

eighteen quarts each end of the day, which was given by

a cow belonging to Mr. Alexander Hall, and she was by

Mr. Masterman's bull, whose descendpjits he afterwards

sold to the Messrs. R. and C. Colling. The Bright Eyes

family, afterwards called Princess, were bought by Mr.

R. Colling. Mr. C. Ceiling's cow was called Houghton,

and was the dam of the bull Foljamb. Mr. Wastell had
J
f.

a cow called Barforth that gave eighteen quarts of milk

each meal, and made sixteen pounds of butter per week

of twenty-four ounces to the pound. Mr. Bates never had

a cow that gave (to his knowledge) more than fourteen,'

quarts to a meal. His first Duchess, by Daisy Bull, gave

that quantity, and each qiiartTwhen set up and churned

separately, gave one and a-half ounces, or twenty-one

ounces per meal. The butter was made up for the Xew-

castle market in half-pounds of ten and a-half ounces each,

and was sold at one shilling per half-pound. The milk,

after being creamed, was sold to the labourers at a penny

per quart—which makes, at twenty-eight quarts per day,

1 6s. 4d. per week ; and taking off 2s. for the diminution

of the cream, and fourteen pounds of butter per week at

2s. per pound, making 28s.—this, added to the old milk

value, makes better than two guineas per week. This

she did for some time in the summer, having calved the

7th of June, 1807. She pastured with other nineteen

cows, and was kept in the same way in every respect,
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getting no hand food whatever. Mr. Bates said, " This

I think necessary to state, as many trials of milch cows

have been made when they were getting hand food of a

costly kind, such as Indian corn or linseed cake, which I

never have given to milch cows." I also know that Mr.

uUiyi^ Robert Colling's Bright Ejes (the dam of Marske bull,

which was sold at his sale) gave fifteen quarts of milk

each time of milking. The late Mr. Hustler, of Aclam,

who had Daisy Cow by Favourite, own sister to the Daisy

Bull which I used, matched her as giving more milk when

on "fog" in the autumn against his tenant's cow (Mr.

Appleton's) who lived near him. On the milk being

measured, Mr. Appleton's cow gave fifteen and a-half

quarts, and the Daisy cow sixteen quarts. Twelve quarts

of milk per meal is considered a good quantity when the

cows only get ordinary keep. Match'em cow, the dam of

the Oxford Premium cow, never gave less than twelve quarts

per meal when on gi-ass after calving."

On the origin of short-horns, Mr. Bates proceeded to

say: " The question is often asked, whence did the short-

horn cattle come, and how many years can they be traced

back 1 I have heard it asserted that short-hom cows

w^ere originally sent from England to Holland, nearly two

centuries ago, as a present by James the Second to William

Prince of Orange, then Stadtholder, at the time of his

maiTiage to his daughter, but those whom I have heard

make the assertion, though they promised to furnish me
—^/ with dates, have never done so. From this produce a

^'
' century after, Sir William St. Quintin and others made

their importations. But the best tribes were brought

over by Mr. Michael Dobinson, who went in the early
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part of his life to Holland, in order to buy bulls, which

statement is made by Mr. George Culley in his treatise

on 'Live Stock.'" He says "those brought over were

of much service in improving the breed, and this Mr.

Dobinson and his neighbours, even in my day, were noted

for having the best breed of short-horn cattle, and sold

their bulls and heifers for very great prices." Now Mr.

George Culley was born in the year 1730, and in or about

this year, my grandfather, John Bates, of Aydon, near

Hexham, being at Yarm, saw in the market a cow of

this breed, belonging to Mr. Dobinson's brother, who

lived at the Isle near Sedgefield. He went home with

Mr. Dobinson and bought six cows and a white bull, from

which stock he bred ever afterwards, and at his decease

in 1777, they passed into the hands of my uncle, and I

well remember the extraordinary good cattle they were

up to the year 1800. I may here also state a fact

not generally known, that after Mr, Robert Colling had

bought in his breeding stock, my uncle went over to

Barmpton, and j)urchased his best three cows, and the

3'ear following Mr. Robert Colling came and asked as

a favour that he would let him have them again, which he

did at prime cost. My uncle had kept them a year, and

did not find them superior to his own cows.

The Agricultural Society for the County of Durham

made a great demand for the best short-horns. Mr,

Robert Colling said he foresaw this from its commence-

ment. As the formation of this society created, as it

were, a new era, I shall mention it more particularly

hereafter, and proceed to give the earliest truly authentic

account that I have been able to obtain of the best short-



24 JIISTORY OF SHOUT-HORNS.

horn breed of cattle, which was given to me by the late

John Erasmus Blackett, Esq., for a long period an alder-

man in the Newcastle corporation, and younger brother

of the late Sir Edward Blackett, Bart., of Matfen, in

jSTorthumberland. He was born and brought up at

Newby Hall, near Ripon, which was long the residence

of that ancient family. It was, however, sold about a

century ago, and is now^ the seat of Earl De Grey (late

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland). I had frequent conversa-

tions with Mr. Blackett on the subject of short-horns,

and he informed me that his great-gi'andfather had

a valuable breed of short-horns, which were gi-eatly

improved by acting in conjunction with the family of

Aislabie, of Studley Boyal, a family' property for above

eight hundred years. These were both very ancient

families, and might have had that breed at a much earlier

date than Mr. Blackett spoke of. ^Ir. Blackett also said

that the entrance hall at Newby was hung round with

portraits of their most celebrated short-horns, taken by

the best artists of the day. Mr. Blackett had a very

strong retentive memory, and was a close observer of facts.

"When he visited me at Halton Castle, in 1804, after

showing him my young cattle, bred from Mr. C. Ceiling's

herd, I had two bulls brought out, the one Daisy bull,

(186), and the other Styford (629), which I had hired at

that time of Mr. R. Colling. The predecessors of both

bulls were by Hubback (319), and showed his character

in their looks, hair, and handling, in a very striking

manner. After examining both bulls very attentively he

said "they reminded him greatly of his father's cattle in

his early years, and pointed to their distinguishing cha-
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racters, from which I condnded they preserved the ancient

character unimpaired. After the Blackett family left / \Tji>aLtc

Xewby, the Studley family continued breeding short-horns.
( 4J<^^%.^t,

It is a well ascertained fact that Sir William St. Quintin, of
/

Scrampton, on the Yorkshire Wolds, and Sir James

Pennyman, who had estates and residences both near
|

Beverley and at Ormsby in Cleveland, acted in conjunction,

and got their breeds of short-horns originally from Studley.

Sir William Pennyman, now above eighty years of age, i

very kindly desired his steward, Mr. Eutter, to show me :

the farm accounts of the late Sir James Pennyman, which

he most obligingly did. These farming accounts were
\

kept by the agent, and go back far more than a century,
i

in which are regularly recorded the sales of the cattle, ,

their weights, and proof in tallow, <tc., they being often

sold by weight. As Ormsby is a strong clay soil no I

turnips were gro"^^^l there, so that hay and straw only ft^^m^
could be given the cattle in winter, yet the weights of the 5 Ct-c^-

steers at fojiorj^ars old were generallj^ about 140_stoiies of ' Q(^n i

141bs. to the stone. There are also several entries of ten

shillings and sixpence per head having been paid at

different times for cows sent to the bull at Studley,

proving that, not only the original tribe of short-horns was

from Studley, but that they were repeatedly renewed when

thought necessary and advantageous.

Sir James Pennyman, to induce his farm agents on

each estate to exert themselves to pay attention to their

respective stocks, frequently made small wagers as to

whose oxen would make the greatest weights and prices.

He was universally respected by all his farm agents, and

no exertion was spared to do the best they could for
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their employer. We have, therefore, sure testimony in

this tribe of stock to prove the high merits of the short-

horns for above two centuries ; and before Sir James

ceased to breed cattle, his tenant (Mr. George Snowdon,

of Hurworth) brought to his farm, in 1774, six cows

and a bull from Sir James Pennyman's herd. One of

these Mr. Robert Colling bought and called her Wildair,

and she was the predecessor of Phenomenon, Wellington,

&Q. Two oxen, bred and fed by Sir Henry Grey, Bart., of

Howick, in Northumberland, were by a bull of Sir James

Zil/i,\/J Pennyman's. Their weights are recorded by Mr. G.

Y /t^ Culley in his treatise on short-horns :
—"These oxen were

killed in March, 1787, when seven years old. The red ox

weighing 152 stones 9 pounds the four quarters; tallow,

16 stones 7 pounds; hide, 9 stones 2 pounds—178 stones

-^^/94it«4 pounds, of 141bs. to the stone. The mottled ox's four

quarters weighed 152 stones 8 pounds; tallow, 16 stones;

)/tCf^ Ij^ hide, 9 stones 11 pounds—178 stones 5 pounds."

* ^ Much about the same time with the above two

eminent breeders of short-horns, the Milbank family, of

Barmingham, also procured the Studley breed of short-

horns, which they retained for a long period, as I have

repeatedly been informed by the descendants of Mr.

Miibank's steward, who have described to me the fine

animals they produced. What attracted the attention of

the steward's sons was the ribbons attached to the horns

of the oxen when they were sent to be slaughtered. Mr.

Sharter, one of this steward's family, commenced forming,

as a tenant, Mr. Miibank's estate at Chilton (where the

late Mr. C. Mason afterwards resided), and he took Avith

him cows of Mr. Miibank's breed of short-horns, and a

celebrated bull called the Studley bull.
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An ox, five years old, bred and fed by Mr. Milbank

of Barmingham, in Yorkshire, was killed at Barnard Castle

in April, 1789, by Mr. Lonsdale, and his weight, as given

by Mr. G. CuUey, was "the four quarters 150 stones 4 Jibs.,

tallow 16 stones, hide 10 stones lllbs.—177 stones IJlbs.''

From the above statement it appears that the Barmingham

ox at five years old was of equal value with the Howick

oxen at seven years old. Mr. Sharter, of Chilton, ^n/^i

slaughtered a cow when twelve years old which had

produced several calves and weighed upwards of 110

stones. This cow was a daughter of the old Studley bull

(fi2iQ). He is the ancestor of some of the most celebrated

short-horns. I have heard him described by persons who , ^IJUua
had seen him as possessing a great girth and depth off j2.u£A
fore-quarters, very short legs, a neat frame, and light offal. )

Mr. Lakeland's bull was a son of the Studley bull, and Mr.

William Barker's bull (51), was a son of Lakeland's bull,

and Mr. James Brown's old red ball (97), was bred by Mr.

John Thompson of Golington Hall, and was by Mr.

William Barker's bull, and he (Mr. J. Brown's old red bull)

was one of the most celebrated bulls of his day. The first

cow Mr. R. Colling bought of the old Red Rose tribe was

by Mr. J. Brown's old red bull, and the cow bought at

Stanwick, of the late Duke of Northumberland's agent, in

1784, was also by Mr. J. Brown's old red bull. Thus we

have the regular pedigree of the short-horns brought down

from the Studley stock.

The Smithsons, of Stanwick, as handed down by

tradition from father to son for a long series of years, give

an older date to the breed of short-horns in their posses-

sion than even that of Studley. Sir Hugh Smithson, the
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grandfather of the present Duke of Northumberland and

also of Lord Prudhoe, in his early life, before his man-iage

with the heiress of the Percy family (now above a century

ago), kept up the celebrity of this tribe of cattle. He was

a great agriculturist and obtained the premium of the

Society of Arts for planting, &c., &c. He paid the great-

est attention to breeding and used regularly to weigh his

cattle and the food they eat so as to ascertain the improve-

ment made for the food consumed, and this was before

Mr. Bakewell was known as a superior breeder of stock,

and is the first authentic account known of this being

done.

Lord Prudhoe very obligingly informed me that a very

diligent search had been made amongst the old records at

Stanwick, but they could not find any written documents.

Mr. C. Colling, who bought the cow at Staiiwick, in

1784, has often described her to me as a very superior cow,

particularly in her handling, of which no one was better

I , ^
able to judge. He told me repeatedly that he considered

her the best cow he ever saw or ever had, and that he

f- "^ never could breed as good a one from her, though put to

his best bulls that improved all his other cattle. Thus I

have traced the ancient breeds of short-horns down to the

period of the formation of the Durham Agricultural

Society, which took place on the 15th of September, 1783,

which was a year previous to the formation of the Kigliland

Society in Scotland.
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PAET II.

THE PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REAL

SHORT-HORNS.

The Durham Society's Prizes to 1797—Mr. C. Colling visited Mr.

Bakewell—Mr. Bates on Mi\ C. Colling's Judgment—The Cow
Duchess—The Grey Bull Hubback—Mr. Bates, Mr. Hustler, Mr.

C. Colling, and a Discussion on " Handling"—Styford, the Grey

Bull Hubback and Belvedere (1706)

—

Duchess, a Stanwick Cow
—:Mr. C. Colling and Mr Booth—The Bull Hubback sold for One

Guinea and 30 Gviineas—Hubback, Mr. Bates's Description of

—

Hubback and the Herd Book—The Herd Book an Abortion :

Erroneous Entries—The late Bes^ Cow in England—Messi's.

Colling acknowledge their Cardinal Error—Messrs. Culley's Herd

—Hubback Cows and a Favourite Bull the source whence fine

Short-horns sprung—Hair and Handling, or quality of flesh the

only trustworthy indication of purity.

The Diu-ham Agricultural Society was inaugurated in

1783. The grandfather of the present Duke of Cleveland,

then Earl of Darlington, is the first name on the list

of members. He was an eminent agriculturist and

improver of both land and stock, and fed several fine

oxen, which are mentioned by Arthur Young in the

" Annals of Agriculture," and he continued to work and

use one for draught long after they had been disused by

others.

The premiums offered were for the best bull, five

guineas, and for the second best, one guinea, the bulls

to be shown at Durham, at St. Cuthbert's fair, the 31st

March, 1784. For the best breeding cow in milk, three

guineas, the cows to be shown at Darlington, September

20th, the same year. Mr. Christopher Hill, of BlackwcU,



30 HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS.

received the premium for the best bull, and Mr. Joseph

Kobinson, of West Brandon, for the second best. Mr. C.

Colling, of Skerningham, in the County of Durham, father

of Messrs. R. and C. Colling, for the best bretding cow in

milk, and Mr. R. Colling, of Barmpton, for the best tup.

In 1785, Mr. C. Colling obtained the premium for

the best bull, afterwards named Hubback. Mr. Francis

Walker, of Bradbury, for the second best bull.

In 1786, Mr. Francis Walker's bull obtained the

highest premium, and Mr. C. Hill for the best cow.

In 1787, Mr. Thomas Hutchinson, of Sockburn,

obtained the premium for the best bull, and IVIr. R. Colling

for the second best ; Mr. C. Hill for the best cow, and Mr.

R. Colling for the best heifer.

In 1788, Mr. R. Colling for the best bull, and Mr. C.

Hill the second best ; Mr. William Teesdale for the best

cow, and Mr. C. Hill for the best heifer.

In 1789, Mr. John Burrell, of Mordon, for the best

bull, and Mr. R. Colling for the best cow.

In 1790, Mr. C. Colling for the best bull, Mr. Joseph

Grainger the second best, and Mr. R. Colling, the best

heifer.

In 1791, Mr. G. Coates, of Haughton, for the best

bull; and Mr. R. Colling for the best cow.

In 1792, Mr. C. Colling obtained the premium for the

best bull (Lord Bolingbroke) and also for the best cow

(Phoenix).

In 1796, Mr. C. Colling obtained the premium for the

best bull (Favourite).

In 1797, Mr. M. Hutton, of Sledwick, for the best

bull,, and Mr. C. Colling for the second best. This bull
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was the sire of Mr. C. Ceiling's cow Lady, and this is the

last time that the Messrs. Colling exhibited stock for

premiums.
/? ^

'^

'

In the year 1783, Mr. C. Colling made a prolonged/ ^-t^

visit to Mr. Bakewell, at Dishlej. The Christmas follow-/ r-
\

ing he dined with his brother Eobert. Mr. Wastell, of yiiv/W**^

Ailey Hill, was also there ; and after dinner Mr. Robt. I i

Colling asked his brother if he knew of a bull that would
|

do to serve his and Mr. Wastell's cows. He said they
j

were then rearing a large bull calf, and only wanted one
i

to use for a time, until this large calf was fit for use.

Mr. R. Colling has frequently assured me that large

cattle were then all he attended to or thought of, as he ^

then knew of no other merit. Mr. Charles said he had

seen a little bull in a field he went through to Church,
]

and he thought he might be bought for very little, so that I

they might sell him without loss when their large calf
j

was fit for service. He was then asked to buy the bull (jL^J'^^t,

for them, which he did, the price being eight guineas.

Mr. Charles Colling married soon afterwards, and he and
|

his wife dined with Mr. Robert the Christmas following:, !

and Mr. Wastell was again there. After dinner, Mr.
J

Robert told his brother that he and Mr. Wastell had I

begun to use their large calf, and no longer required the

services of the little bull he had bought for them, and
'

asked if he could get them a customer for him. Mr. i

Charles asked what would be the price, and they both i

said they should be glad to take prime cost, on which Mr.

Charles said they might send him to Ketton. However,
|

some time passed over and the bull was not sent, and Mr. I

Charles began to think they had found out his value and
]
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intended keeping him. But having on one occasion

to leave home for some time, on his retm-n he found

the bull had arrived, and he and his friends went

out to see him, and he considered him "better than any

bull he had ever seen." Soon afterwards Mr. AVastell

sent a cow to him, and Mr. Charles told the seiwant who

brought her that he might leave her and go home and tell

his master he did not mean to sei-ve cows with the bull

under five guineas each, and that if he agreed to pay that

price she might be bulled. He did so, and returned and

said that his master would not pay five guineas for having

a cow served by a bull for which he had only received four

guineas as his half share.

Mr. Bates added: I have stated this thus par-

ticularly because a very different version has been given,

and Mr. C. Colling has been reflected upon when there was

no gi'ound for complaint whatever, "except the want of

judgment in the sellers of such a bull." Mr. C. Colling put

his bull into condition, which he soon accomplished, as he

was a most extraordinary quick feeder, and showed him at

the Durham Agricultural Society's Show in 1785 (as before

stated), where he attracted the attention of all real good

judges, and proved the superior judgment of Mr. C.

Colling in selecting him. He then began to buy up every

good cow he could meet with. The cow from Stanwick he

named DUCHESS. He bought many others from men

who did not know their value, and parted with their best

cattle at very low prices.

From this time a new era began in the breed-

ing of short-horns, and qualitt/, which had been long

neglected, again became properly esteemed, as against mere



HISTORY OP SHORT-HORNS.
, 33

size, as the criterion of merit. There had been a great

depreciation in the value of farming stock at the conclu-

sion of the American war, in 1782, and Ketton farm had

made very little rent for some years. Mr. C. Ceiling's

father was a great loser by that farm before his son

Charles's marriage. Mr. Charles then began farming on

the same farm on his own account, and from that time he

selected good stock. ISTo man ever had better fingers (so

to speak) than Mr. C. Colling. Never had I to differ from

him in opinion but once (though we often compared notes),

and always till this instance did we agree. Mr. C. Colling

was very confident he was right, and I was wrong. I re-

monstrated and said that I was right and he was wrong for

once. The animals we differed in opinion about both

belonged to Mr. R. Colling; the one was Styford which I had

hired the previous year, the other was what is called the Grey

bull, which Mr. Hustler and his tenant from Acklam had

hired the year before. After a long discussion on handling,

I asked Mr. C. Colling to go and re-examine both animals,

and then say whether he continued in the same opinion

or not. He did so, and then openly acknowledged his eiTor,

and said, " The Grey bull has precisely the same handling

that Hubback had, and better than that of any other

except the cow you bought of me yesterday evening, and

her handling I consider the best, and all her predecessors

have had the same handling." Mr. C. Colling alwavs

showed the Duchess family as the model of good handling.

I then asked the breeding of both these animals, and

was told by Mr. R. Colling that they were from tivo oivn

sisters. I then aslced what bull they were each bv 1 and

tlie answer was Styford by Favourite, and the Grey bull by
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the White biill. I enquired what bull got the dam of

the White bull, and was told Hubback. And have you any

cows now bred as the White bull 1 and he said, none now

in my jjossession. Again, have you any bulls that are bred

as the White bull, direct from Hubback to Favourite 1 and

he said he had none. I then told Mr. R. Colling I had

bought the only cow his brother then had, that went

direct from Hubback to Favourite, and that I would

give him his own price if he would let me send her to his

White bull, but he would not at any price, and I offered

him one hundred guineas to allow me to put her to him

that they might see the result, which I said would be

better than anything they ever saw; but though I repeated

my offer, it was never complied with, and it was not till

1831 that I obtained the same blood in Belvedere (1706).

No sooner had I bought him, than I told my acquaint-

ances that I would produce, by the union of the Duchess

and Princess blood, short-horns such as had never appeared

before.

Mr. C. Colling bought the cow he called Duchess at

Stanw^ickj and Mr. Alexander Hall's cow, the dam of Fol-

jamb, soon after, and many others, but it was not till 1787

that he bought ]\Ii'. Maynard's cow. Favourite, and her

daughter, the dam of Lord Bolingbroke. But the most

extraodinary part of this narrative is the fact that

Mr. C. Colling, though so well aware of the merits

of the bull afterwards called Hubback, yet in less

than three years he actually sold him for thirty guineas,

and for a long time offered him on sale before any

one had the judgment to give him that sum. Amongst

others who had the offer was the late Mr, Booth, father
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of the present Messrs. John and Richard Booth. Every

calf by Hiibback was like himself, however inferior the

cows put to him, though of course the comparative value

between those he did get was very great, owing to the

difference in the dams. The same was the case with

Belvedere. He never got a bad calf: but his calves, like

those byHubback, varied according to the dams. Those off

second Hubback cows by Belvedere showed their

superiority in every instance. I used Belvedere six years,

from 1831 to 1837, and having his sons, Duke of North-

umberland, then turned two years old, and Short Tail,

three years old (both superior to their sire, although he

was very good) I no longer had occasion to use him, and

had him slaughtered. The dam of Hubback I never saw,

but have heard her described by many who knew her well,

that she was a small cow, as most good breeding cows are,

her carcase was near the ground and was very fine in all

points. She was a remarkably good handler when going in

the lanes at Hurworth, and also an excellent milker, which

was the object for which she was selected when her owner

gave up farming and sold all his other stock.

Hubback and his dam were sold in Darlington market,

in the year 1777, and the purchaser re-sold the calf for one

guinea to ablacksmith of the nameof Natrass, of Harrogate,

near Darlington, at whose door he called in taking home

the cow. The blacksmith gave the calf to his son-in-law,

and it was brought up in the lanes at Hornby, within about

eight miles of Kirklevington. Many of the tenants on

the estate remembered this calf well, when going in the

lanes at Hornby, and have described him to me most

miiuitely as being admired by all who saw him. Two of

p 2
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the tenants were for many years the sole purchasers of

short-horn cows for the London dairies. Hubback was

afterwards sold to a person of the name of Fawcett, near

Houghton, and re-sold before Mr. C. Colling bought him

in 1783, at six years old. Hubback was one of the most

remarkably quick feeders ever known, had clear waxy

horns, mild bright eyes, and a very pleasing countenance.

His handling was quite superior to any bull in his day
;

his coat was a soft downy hair, and he retained it long in

the summer. His colour was yellow-red and white. His

granddam was bought of Mr. Stephenson when he lived at

Ketton, before Mr. C. Colling's day, and was got by Mr.

Snowdon's bull. Mr. Stephenson, surgeon, son of Mr.

Stephenson, of Ketton, described this cow as being from

a tribe bred by his father for more than forty years. He

left Ketton in 1769, and went to Hawick in Scotland.

She was a small cow exceedingly neat and stylish, with

particularly long and straight hind-quarters, was remark-

ably good in her hair, had a very gTeat inclination to feed,

and was a good milker, as were all the family of this

tribe. She was sold at the Ketton sale on Mr.

Stephenson's leaving, and was bought by Mr. Hunter,

afterwards of Hurworth. Mr. Stephenson removed from

Cleveland near to Ormsby, about 1731, and at that time

the Pennymans had stock from Studley and were using

bulls of that tribe. Mr. Snowdon's bull was bred on the

dam's side from Sir James Pennyman's stock (who bred

his cattle in conjunction with Sir William St. Quentin, as

before mentioned), and on the sire's side by Mr. "William

Robson's bull, which was bred by Mr. Wastell, and the

name of the dam of Mr. Robson's bull was Barfoi-th, a
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(X^^
^^^d^^

most extraordinary cow in her da}'-. I have often heard

her described by many who had seen her at Mr. Wastell's.

She w^as by Mr. James Masterman's bull (bred by Mr.

Walker, near Leyburn), and Masterman's bull was by the

old Studley bull. It was the opinion of all good judges m ^^v^*^"^--

my early days that had it not been for the bull HubbackA j , /^.^^

and his descendants, the old valuable breed of short-horns

|

would have been entirely lost, and that where Hubback's

blood was wanting they had no real merit, and no stock

ought to have been put in any herd book of short-horns

which had not Hubback's blood in their veins. Had this

been done, then the herd book of short-horns would have

been a valuable record j as it is, it is undeserving of notice,

and ought no longer to be continued as a book of refer-

ence, as ninty-nine animals out of a hundred in Coates's herd

book should never have been entered there. Hubback

was bought from Mr. C. Colling by a person of that name,

living near Newbiggin, below Morpeth, in Northumberland,

in 1787, when ten years old. This person never had a

good bull before or since, but while in his possession he

was used in the district, and all his descendants, even

those from inferior cows, were much esteemed by breeders,

all of whom admitted that they never had such stock as

he produced. But none continued paying attention to

their stock or reared bulls by him, and very soon no

trace of his blood could be found in that district. The

same was the case when he was used in Yorkshire, and

in the County of Durham, from 1778 to 1784, till he

came into Mr. C. Ceiling's possession, and then only three

bulls by him were, I believe, kept for stock. One of

these, named Broken Horn (95) in the Herd Book, is a
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wrong pedigi'ee, as Mr. Colling never made two crossed by

Hubback, and this Mr. C. Colling positively told Mr.

Coates, when I accompanied him to Mr. C. CoUing's, in

order to get their pedigrees for the Herd Book. Again,

in Punch (531) there are two crosses by Broken Horn

inserted, which Mr. C. Colling told Mr. Coates was not

the case ; and, so far from being bred by Mr. George Best,

of Manfield, was fi'om an inferior cow belonging to Mr.

C. Colling's father. When I read these statements in the

first Herd Book, I named it to Mr. Coates the next time I

saw him, and his answer was, " I had several good friends

who had stock of their blood, and theywanted good pedigrees

put to these bulls." It was not the fault of Mr. C. Colling

that this was done, and Mr. K. Colling was just dead, and

had no hand whatever in furnishing pedigrees, nor could

Mr. Coates have given the old pedigrees in the first Herd

Book, had I not accompanied him to Mr. C. Colling's often,

when I took with me my wi'itten statements, which I had

got from Messrs. R. and C. Colling many years before the

Herd Book was thought of. In fact, till the preparation

of the Herd Book was begun, very little attention had

been paid to pedigrees except by myself; and those who

had my pedigrees had got them from me, for the Messrs.

Colling never refused to answer my various questions

about the breeding and pedigrees of their stock. They,

however, never gave me any information except when I

asked them, and then they never refused. Unless, how-

ever, I had made out from close application, and knew all

their stock and their descendants from obseiwations

repeatedly made, I could not have known it. But when

I began to wi'ite the pedigrees down in their presence,
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and they thereby found I did know, they satisfied me fully

by the information they gave.

The daughter of my first-bought Duchess I gave up

in 1804, the day after buying her, at the urgent entreaties

of Mr. C. Colling, as Mrs. Colling had so importuned him

to request it, at the same time acknowledging I had bought

her. Had I kept her I would not have needed to have

bought the daughter at his sale in 1810, as I would then

have had all the females of this family in my possession,

and yet, he afterwards entreated me to let him keep the

cow also, then in calf to Old Favourite, by my bull called

Ketton, after the place he came from. In the meantime, he

had refused performing the promise he made, that I should

have her bulled by her son, then rising two years old,

which was going into my neighbourhood, in Northumber-

land. This refusal was made, although the parties who

had taken this bull had also agreed that she should be so

bulled, and I told Mr. C. Colling that, had he kept his

promise, I might have again given way to his entreaties

as I had done in parting with her daughter, but that I

would not do so after the treatment I had then met with.

He said, "ask what sum you like to allow me to have her,

and I will give it you." I told him, no sum would induce

me then to part with her, on which he said "I acknow-

ledge you are right ; for you have in her the best cow in

England." I told him I had long known that as well as he.

Mr. Bates then entered very fully into a statement as

to the refusal of the use of the bull Duke, and his com-

plaint of the conduct of Mr. C. Colling on the subject, and

he continued by saying :—This was the only instance

I ever had to find fault with Mr. C. Colling, and we after-
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wards continued on the best terms till his death. Mr. R.

Colling died in 1820, and Mr. Charles in 1836. That the

Messrs. Colling might have improved their cattle much

more than they did, both brothers acknowledged to me
;

and that they should have used Hubback bull longer, and

stuck more closely to his nearest blood they also acknow-

ledged when they had parted with him. Their error

arose from a too gTcat desire to make money, rather than

to improve the breed of short-horns. Both brothers repeat-

edly admitted to me that the short-horns were better

before they came into their possession than they were

even while they had them : this Mr. R. Colling repeated

to me the verv last time I saw him, in the autumn of

1819, when I stayed with him the gTcater part of two days,

and went over the whole subject of short-horn breeding.

He added, also, that the best lot of short-horns he ever

saw together, in one herd, were those the Messrs. Culley

took with them from Denton, near Darlington, into North-

umberland, in 1767, when they entered on the Fenton

farm, which was 17 years before he (Mr. R. Colling) began

in earnest to buy up the best short-horns, and then it was

not tiU after he had sold Hubback to his brother, admit-

ting he never saw his merits till he had parted with him,*

and then he determined to retain all he had got by him.

What perhaps made the Messrs. Colling so um-esen^ed

with me was, they knew I had been present at many

* Mr. Carr, in his history of the Killerby and "Warleby herds,

mentions a similar case which occurred with Mr, Eastwood, who,

having hired a bull, returned him at the expiration of a year. He
was a small and rather shabby looking bull, but with great grazing

propensities. He was fed off by the owner, and, just after his sale

and deUvery to the butcher, Mr. Eastwood drove over, and walking
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meetings of older breeders than thej, and who had known

the short-horns in possession of Mr. Wastell. This was
j

when they were, no doubt, at their very best, and about

the time he sold Mr. Jolly the bull kno^Ti as Jolly's bull,

in 1770. This was before the American war which
|

brought such distress upon the farming interest by the

very low prices of agi-icutural produce, and from the money

being drained out of the country to pay the expenses
]

incurred in America. One of the memorable meetings of i

those who knew the best short-horns in early times, before

Hubback's day, and who knew his descendants well, was !

in 1800, when, after viewing the Ketton Ox, then four
;

years old, they all admitted that the best short-horns

would be those that were bred from Hubback cows to a|

Favourite bull, and that all other crosses coming between
]

!

had done the greatest harm. Of this remark I often) ^ /*,}

reminded them, and they always admitted its truth. On /

this I have ever acted in any breeding of short-horns, and . f^
to this is owing, entirely^ my success. Others would not*

see this, though I so often urged it, and I well remember
\

a very shrewd man saying, when pressed upon the subject,
;

"It is not that we do not know it, but it is not our interest
|

to acknowledge it
;
you have that in your stock we cannot

obtain, hair and handling, without which their can be no

good short-horns ; but those qualities are now gone, except
,

in your herd." i

round the yards, enquired for his shabby friend. " He is gone to

the butcher," was the reply, " When ? I have come to buy him,"
]

exclaimed Mr. Eastwood. "How could you think of sacrificing such

a bull ?" An express was sent off to arrest the axe, but unfortunate-

ly it was too late. It may be a question whether this propensity to
j

graze was inherited from Hubback.
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PART III.

THE DEVELOPMEXT OF THE REAL SHORT-HORNS

CONFIRMED.

Sliort-liorn Breeders Discouraged—Imperfect Judges—BolingLroke

and a Red-polled Scotch Cow—The " Fool's Piece"—The Wonder-

ful Ox—A more Wonderful Heifer—The Messrs. Colling' s Great

Service—Prophetic Vision, and Valuing a " Chance" at 2,000

Guineas—The Earl, the Issue of the " Chance" and his Premature

Death—The Earl's Blood Pi-eserved—Hubback's Female Issue and

Belvedere the Foundation of the Bates Short-horns—Mr. Bates

highly appreciates Duchess No. 1 in the Herd Book—The Yar-

borough Bull's Stock Good —A Confession by Mr. C. Colling, and

Second Hubback's Handling—Major Rudd a Wrangler and no

Judge—Hubback and Second Hubback the only True Ancestors of

English Short-horns—Mr. Bates Despairs of Short-horn Breeders

—

Hereford and Devon Men better Judges—Mr. Mason's Confession

—The Great Milking Qualities of the Bates Cows Demonstrated.

The Messrs R. and C. Colling had bought their best

cows before the sale of Hubback in 1787, and Mr. C.

Colling became discouraged in breeding by persons in that

day, as is unfortunately the case even in the present day,

preferring size, or large short-horns, instead of paying the

proper attention to the quality of the flesh. This quality,

however, is known only by those ^vho really and truly can

discriminate the same by handling. These imperfect

judges then ran upon size and shapes, disregardful

whether they are good handlers or not, and this caused

Mr. C. Colling to sell Hubback before he had been three

years in his possession, the first and most fatal en^or that

he* committed as a breeder. In 1789, and again in 1791,

the Messrs. Colling sold short-horns to Mr. Robinson of

Ladykirk, in Scotland, to Col., afterwards General Simpson,
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in Fifeshire, and sold Mr. Robinson at tlie same time the

"Lame Bull," that was doing Mr. C. Colling the greatest

harm in his herd, while he also sent cows to Mr. R.

Colling's bulls that did both so much harm before they

used the Favourite bull in 1795. For Mr. Charles Colling

used the Lord Bolingbroke bull very little at that time,

and Mr. Robert Colling not at all, as there was a

shyness between the two brothers. Mrs. Colling's cow

Phoenix, was sent to Ben, Mr. Robert Colling's bull,

and the produce was Venus, and on being sent again

to the same bull, after she had calved Venus, Mr. Robert

Colling said to the servant who took her, "I wonder

your mistress should send a cow to my bull," on which the

servant perceived she was not to be bulled and took her

home again. But, that she might breed a calf, on arriving

home, she, Pha3nix, was put to Lord Bolingbroke bull, and

Favourite bull was the produce, and though so good a bull.

Phoenix was never put to him again, but she was put to

the grandson of Bolingbroke. This bull is No. 280 in

the Herd Book, but he was a second cross from a Gallow-

way red polled Scotch cow, the same year's calf with the

Favourite bull ; and the dam of which Galloway cross, by

this polled Scotch tribe, was a hard-fleshed, bad handling

tribe of short-horn cattle, quite the reverse of the Hubback

blood, and though Lady of Phoenix was a fat rumped cow,

and from giving very little milk and being well kept, was

fat and sleek, she wanted hair and handling. All the

stock, indeed, descended from her, wanted good hair and

the proper handling, but being bad milkers they shewed

fat on the tail-head, which is called the fool's piece. I

never knew any of the tribe that were good milkers, and

oMt
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by using bulls of the same strain, the very best of short-

horn cattle have been ruined. Wherever two crosses, on

both sides, sire and dam may have been of this said

blood, I never knew even a decent bull bred, however

' good-looking the cows vrere ; and that has continued to

/ be the case now for 50 years. They have deteriorated

/whatever herd they have been put to, though premiums

\ are awarded to such at Agricultural Society's Meetings

even in this day.

The first two calves by Favourite (252) were a

heifer of the Duchess breed, and the ox (The Wonderful

Ox) aftei-wards exhibited all over the kingdom, by Mr.

Day, called the Durham or Ketton ox. These, when

three years old, were shown at Darlington in the great

market in 1799, and attracted a great crowd around them

all the time they were in the market, from such animals

never having been seen before so good at three years old.

But the heifer of the Duchess tribe, was by far the best of

the two, she was even more weight than the ox then was,

and should have been kept as the show animal, but un-

fortunately Mr. C. Colling was advised to keep the ox and

sell the heifer, which he did, and she weighed either lib.

over 100 stones, of 14:1b. to the stone, or lib. under, I do

not recollect which, when only three years old. She was

admitted by all who saw her to be the most perfect shaped

and most uniformly covered carcase of beef, equally good

in every point, with her breast the nearest to the ground

of any animal ever seen. Her colour was a beautiful roan.

Often has Mr. Colling said to me, "The heifer ought to

have been the one kept for exhibition." The ox was kept

on two years longer, and exhibited at Darlington on the
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first Monday in March, 1801, and was bought byMr. Bulmer.

Mr. Day's pamphlet also gives an account of the places he

was shown at, and distances travelled, &c. His live

weight was 270 stones. Mr. Charge's ox, which I was

after being slaughtered, weighed 168st. 101b., the four

quarters, but having been unwell for some time before he

was killed, had lost weight considerably.

Mr. Robert Colling's white heifer, when four years old,

was estimated to weigh 130 stones, but she was not near

so fine a heifer as the Duchess heifer at three years old,

shewn with the ox at Darlington in 1799.

Mr. Arrowsmith's (Ferryhill) original short-horns were

bought at ]Mr. Harrison's sale at Barmpton, in 1782.

They were of the breed of Mr. Wastell, of Burdon, and at

the lowest depression of prices towards the end of the

American war, a young heifer cost 50 guineas. I bought

Mr. Harrison's twin steers at Durham Fair, on March 31,

1799. They were by Favourite, and were extraordinarily

good, and made a greater improvement for the time I had

them than any I had then grazed ; they, indeed, were

even superior to those I grazed bought of Mr. R. Colling,

October 19th, 1800, which were also got by Favourite,

thus proving that Mr. Hamson's cattle were better than

Mr. R. Colling's, when Messrs. Colling were at their very

best.

The great service Messrs. Colling rendered to the

country was in procuring the best short-horns then left,

when they began breeding, for, had the}^ not done this,

the race would probably have been soon extinct. This

was particularly the case as regards Mr. C. Colling's buy-

ing the Hubback Bull, and bringing him and liis descend-
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ants into notice, for it was by Hubback's blood that the

best of the old variety were preserved, and it is deeply to

be regi'etted that Mr. C. Colling had not kept Hubback as

long as he was serviceable. The beautiful white heifer he

had from old Lady MajTiard by Hubback, proved how well

that cross answered, and yet he had only that one so bred,

from having parted with Hubback. The introduction of

Dicky Barker's blood, through Foljambe, was his next

gTeat error.

From the year 1806, when Favom-ite was slaughtered,

the Messrs. Colling's herds became gradually worse, and

though they continued selling at higher prices than before,

no one derived any benefit from their herds. Of this I

was convinced before the Ketton sale, in 1810. When

my Ketton bull ceased to get calves in 1815, I then felt

the loss, and I saw no way to reinstate myself in that

blood but by sending Duchess cows to Duke (226), own

brother to my Duchess L, in the Herd Book. When I had

accomplished this I was convinced I could again keep

improving. I remember in the summer of 1820, when

Duchess 3rd was in calf to her uncle, naming this only

hope of the short-horns to Lord Althorp, at Wiseton, when

he said "I will give you 50 guineas for the chance, calf or

no calf." I rejoined / would not take tivo thousand guineas

for ike chance; and I think any one who has seen my
herd since must have been convinced that I was right in

so highly estimating The Earl bull (646), then in his

dam's womb.

I imprudently drove the bull calf. The Earl, when I

removed from Halton Castle to Bidley Hall, May 1821,

and turning him out to fresh gi^ass on his aiTival there
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after the day's journey, he swelled with the wet grass,

being the first day he was turned out, and often after-

wards did the same when on green food, clover, or turnips,

and at last he was found dead at the stake, having had

clover given him when the man went to church, and was

dead on his return.

I had, however, kept three bull calves by him, one of

which was my Second Hubback, the other two were named

2nd Earl and 3rd Earl. I had sons by Second Hubback

which I used, and to the daughter of 2nd Hubback I put

Belvedere. In this union of blood consists my present/ /i ^^.
herd of short-horns, and they carry a character that no) '

other short-horn blood possesses, and will transmit it to

their posterity unimpaired, to the most remote generations,

if judiciously put together. And in no other tribe of cattle / j^i^
can the best ancient blood of the short-horns be found^

pure and unadulterated.

From 1804 to 1810 I was less with the Messrs. Collino-

than at former periods, but as I had bought my Duchess,

No. 1 in the Herd Book, at Mr. C. CoUing's sale, I called

some time afterwards, and Mrs. Colling said a gentleman

at the sale had come to her after I had bought the Duchess

heifer, and said, he "had asked Mr. Bates what he would

take for his bargain 1" and he (Mr. Bates) said he "would

not take a thousand guineas for his bargain; was that so."

I told her it was. She then said "how far would you

have gone for her]" I said "I had not told anyone that,"

when she said "had I but known how far you would have

gone you should have paid the uttermost farthing," I told

her I well knew that, but I had taken the precaution to

guard against it hj not openly bidding myself, nor was
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it known till she was knocked down, when the auctioneer

declared I was the purchaser at 183 guineas.

In 1807, on June 7th, my first Duchess Cow produced

a heifer by St. John (572). I named her Baroness, and j

had then two bulls from her, Ketton (709), and Laird

(1158), and it is to Ketton that my cattle owe their

superiority, for had I not possessed him I should not have

bought Duchess 1st, in 1810. It was to put her to Ketton

that I bought her, though I offered the buyer of Comet at

the sale thirty guineas to have her put to him. My
object was to try a second cross by Comet, though I was

convinced she would breed better to Ketton than to any

other bull that I knew of as being then in existence ; Mr.

R. CoUing's White Bull not being then alive.

The old Daisy Cow, Mr. Hustler, of Acklam, then had

(in ISO 7), and she bred his cow Fairy, after Mr. C. Ceiling's

sale. The Acklam Red Rose Cow, o"^ni sister to ]\Ir. R.

Ceiling's No. 1 at his sale, and both own sisters to Styford

(629), was returned to England from America, where she

was for many years.

The Yarborough Bull (705), who came from his service

at Acklam to the sale, was the cheapest and best bull

bought there. Though only sold for fifty-five guineas he

was better than Comet. Yarborough's stock invariably

turned out well. The steers by him, in particular, had an

uncommon growth, paid astonished all who gi-azed them,

for few if any were kept as bulls, he not being what was

then considered handsome (usefullness then as now was

not adequately regarded). All his female issue were also

like his dam, very great milkers. He was long in the

space between the "hook" and rib, which many descended
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from him show even now, though bred from cows called

"close coupled," and some incline to what is called "baggy,"

a point found great fault with then and now, but not so

by Mr. C. Colling. These two cows. Fairy and Acklam

Red Rose, I bought after Mr. Hustler's death, in 1819.

Soon afterwards I saw Mr. C. Colling in Darlington, when

he said, "My brother Robert and I breakfasted with

Mr. Hustler in going to the Murton exhibition, just before

his death in that year, and we consulted together after

seeing his cows. He said they, neither of them, ever bred

so good a cow as the Acklam Red Rose, adding, she has

exactly Hubback's handling." It was on this account I

named her son Second Hubback, whose handling revived

the impression the first Hubback made on the public mind,

and those who knew the first Hubback agreed with me in

considering the Second Hubback better than the first.

There were several persons living at that time who had

seen both bulls, and were good judges of cattle. Second

Hubback's stock were all alike. I brought fifty females

by him from Ridley Hall (where he was also calved), to

Kirklevington, on May-day, 1830, all like beans, so nearly

similar were they in every respect, in shape, colour, hair,

and handling, as well as countenance, which never deceives

a good judge of grazing cattle. All the cows by him were

good milkers, without a single exception, even when put

to Mr. Whitaker's cows, of Western Comet blood, which

were small milkers, and of which he had two at his sale.

I may here mention the fact, that Norfolk's dam had

two calves, sold at Mr. Whitaker's sale in 1833. Norfolk,

by Second Hubback, sold for 124 guineas, and his half

sister, by Frederick (267), sold for 31 guineas, just one-

£
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fourth the mouey. This showed the cuiTent of pubHc

opinion, notwithstanding the boasted excellence of Fre-

derick's blood and produce, and the high condition of this

heifer at thesaidsale. She was bought by Mr. Holmes

to go to Ireland.

At Mr. C. Ceiling's sale in 1810, there was not one

female I would have purchased, except the Duchess heifer,

by Comet. Even the gi-anddaughter of the excellent Daisy

cow, by Favourite, that sold for 410 guineas, the highest

priced female at the sale, was a poor creature, and I told

Mr. Hustler at the sale that the granddam, even if she bred

only one calf, was worth more money than this 410 guinea

cow. Three j'ears afterwards, when dining with Major

Rudd, in Cleveland, I said to him privately,
—

" I do not

know how your 410 guinea cow has turned out, but I

would not have given you 20 guineas for her at the sale

after you had bought her." His answer was,
—"She never

was worth 20 guineas to me, for she only bred one calf,

a- bull, and it could get no calves, and therefore was of no

use." Thus I had not judged wi'ongly, and yet she was

by Comet. Major Eudd was a wrangler, and often boasted

of his high honors at Cambridge, but it did not show itself

in breeding short-horns, as his pocket afterwards witnessed

against him. He was only one of many, however, who

have lost much money by breeding short-horns, which are

not profitable, except when bred with judgment, and then

they are and have always been so. But few, very few

indeed, know the good ones, and judgment in short-horns,

as exhibited in the decision at agricultural meetings, is

worse than ever. I knew this at any period of my life

from 1782 to this horn-; though there are some good judges
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even in this day. I hope for the breed's sake and the
j

benefit of the country that the number may increase, and '

that men may become wiser as well as better for their

own sakes ; but I say without hesitation, that if I had to

begin breeding I would not buy a short-horn that had') if' ^(^

not Hubback or Second Hubback's blood, let their form
j

and shape be ever so good, for without the grand requi-

)

sites of good hair, handling, and style, short-horns never ^
\

were and never can be good animals.
j

I almost despair of seeing short-horn breeders learning
(

to know the good ones. The Hereford and Devon breeders

know the best short-horns, better than the breeders of

short-horns in general. Mr. Mason once said to me, ''you ^

can go on breeding short-horns, because they pay you in

milk, butter, and beef, but we cannot unless we can sell i

at high prices to breeders." This confession was un-

guardedly made one morning when he called on me to / )l^xM-J'^'~^

breakfast, just as my housekeeper had put the week's
j

butter in readiness for the Newcastle Market on the

Saturday. I told him that, however ready he was for break- \

'

fast, he should not have it until he had counted the butter. 1

There were three hundred half-pounds to go to market,
\

besides what was sold at home and used in the house.
I

There were then, I remember, thirty cows which had i

calved, and the butter sold for above one shilling per half-

pound, being above ten shillings per cow in butter alone,
j

besides the value of the old milk otherwise sold ; while all

the calves were reared by the pail, as I did not allow any
j

calves to suck the cows. Had all the milk been creamed I

and made into butter, it would have been above twice the

qua.ntity. He however at that time, as I told him, kept

i:2
I
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three lots of cows, one to breed calves and then get dry,

which was no hard matter, to attract notice by their high

condition ; a second lot, as wet-nurses to rear the calves

;

and a third lot, to supply the family with milk and butter.

This is a system that would ruin any man, if he had the

land rent free and no outgoings to pay, and yet many, even

in the present day, pursue this reckless course to gain

premiums, attract public attention, and gi'atify their vanity

at the cost of the pocket.

PART IV.

THE PEDIGREES OF THE REAL SHORT-HORNS GIVEN IN FULL.

Hubback bought by Mr. C. Colling in 1785—To what Mr. Bates's

success is entirely due—Mr. C. Colling committed another Great

Error—Dicky Barker's Bull Described—Lady Maynard not a

True Breeder— Bolingbroke's Issue not Uniform—Favourite's

Issue a trifle Coarse—Authentic Documentary History of the

Pure Short-horns : Mr. Alexander Hall's Hand and Seal—Dicky

Barker's Bull—Mr. C. Colling Bought his First Duchess Cow for

£13 in 1784—Lord Bolingbroke Sold for 70 Guineas in 1797—
Johanna, the Lame Bull, Styford, Cupid, Yarborough, Venus

North Star, Comet, Stick-a-Bitch, Dolly, Princess (by Hubback),

Princess Heifer, Foljamb, Daisy, and several other Notable Ani-

mals (Male and Female) Named and Described, and their Owners

and the Date of their Sales and other Particulars Recorded.

In 1785, Mr. Charles Colling came into possession of

Hubback, and had also the best females then in existence.

Mr. Robert Colling having bought the cow from Mr. Hall,

also his cow of the Eed Rose tribe from Mr. Watson, of

Manfield, and likewise Mr. George Snowdon's cow, put

them to Hubback, and the descendants of these three were

the only cows which possessed Hubback blood of all that

were sold at Mr. R. Ceiling's sale, in 1818. This he told

me before the sale, and he also stated the same the follow-
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ing year, the last time I saw him. Mr. C. ColHiig's cow

of the Daisy family was by Hubback, and he always told i

me he had no doubt she had also a cross of Masterman's

Bull (422 and 670), and this tribe was second to the
]

Duchess family for being good milkers. The Cherryjribe
I

of cows, which he got from his father's herd, and this
i

tribe, through the dam of Yarborough, went direct from »

Hubback to his bull Favourite, and she and my first
[

Duchess were the only two cows he ever had that were so i

bred. He had no bull so bred, so that we have here in

these two tribes, Duchess and Cherry, and in Mr. R. . i

CoUing's stock, the Princess heifer (sold to Sir Henry Vane \

Tempest, of Wynyard), the only cow he had so bred. I

The only bull so bred was his White Bull (151), which he
'I

let to Mr. Smeaton for several seasons, and whose best stock
,

went into the hands of his son-in-law, Mr. Edwards, of i

Market Weighton, at whose sale at Castle Howard, in 1839,
\

I bought the Foggathorpe cow for £113, with auctioneer's i

fee. This animal I put to my Duke of Northumberland,
!

from which, by the Duke of Northumberland, I have now 1

two cows, and their descendants are very promising. '

Thus my breed of short-horns have at the present 1
U-i*''^*''^*^

day the only blood so descended direct from Hubback

to Favourite. To this blood I have kept throughout I

my breed of short-horns, and wherever I have in the

least deviated therefrom, I immediately saw my error and

parted with the produce, not breeding from them again,

and it was by keeping to this rule that my success has been

entirely due. By no other means could I have preserved

my present herd in their puritj^, and I now have them as

smaller consumers of food, and with the capacity of
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greater improvement on that less consumption of food than

I have ever seen possessed by short-horns, even in their

best days. I can have no doubt of the excellence of the

ancient blood of short-horns before Messrs. Colliug's

da}'-, but from all the accounts I could ever collect, they

kept a less quantity of cattle per acre in those days,

and consumed a gi-eater quantity of food, although they

got to great weights. Another great error Mr. C. Colling

committed was the sending of his neat fine cow by

Hubback to Mr. Richard Barker's bull (52), as his

character was the veiy reverse of hers. I have repeatedly

heard Dicky Barker's bull described by those who remem-

ber him well, and they all gave the same account which

corresponds with that of Col. Trotter, of Staindrop—one

of the purchasers of Comet—who, in a letter to me, dated

June 17th, 18-46, says "The bull Dicky Barker, was a

large, coarse, wire haired beast, was by Mr. Hill's bull, and

his dam a big coarse cow, with large head, dark horns, and

black nose, his colour dark red flecked." This agrees preci-

sely with what old Trotter said at his tup show, at Houghton,

above forty jenrs ago, when there was a large company of

short-horn breeders who heard it, and they could never

forget it, from the circumstance that caused this state-

ment to be made. It was heard too with no small surj^rise

by some who were just beginning to breed short-horns,

for they considered them to have no drawbacks till they

heard this statement, which was then all new to them, and

confounded them not a little : the closer their enquiries, too,

t]ie more were brought out the stronger facts of the case.

These no one could contradict who ever saw the Dicky

Barker bull.
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The produce of this neat cow wasnamed Foljamb (203)

after the jjerson who bougl^t him. Mr. Colling said he was

not of good quality and could not be made fat. Foljamb

was sold the fcame autumn that Hubback was sold, 1787,

and only served a very few cows. Mrs. Colling'a co7r,

Phojnix, was one of the produce and took the character of

her sij-e, which was the very reverse to her dam, the

bautiful Lady Maynard. I remember having a large

pirty at Halton Castle in July, in the year 1812, and Mr.

Mason, of Chilton, and Mr. Thompson, late of Stamford, in

Northumberland, were present, when the breed of short-

horns became the topic of conversation, on which I

appealed to Mr. Thompson, who remembered well both

Lady Maynard and Phoenix, if he ever knew one descended

from Lady Maynard equal to herself, and he immediately

answered, "Xone from her were equal to herself." I asked

Mr. Mason if he could say anything to the contrar}', and

he was silent, as were the whole of the party ; therefoj'c

in addition to my own view, here was the opinion of one

much older, and whose judgment of short-horns and

Leicester sheep was never called in question by any one.

Lord Bolingbroke (86) was also by Foljamb, and from the

daughter of Lady Maynard, but quite an inferior covr, v.ith

much coarseness, she having taken after her sire, Dalton

Duke (188). Yet Lord Bolingbroke took to the character

of Hubback, being cleanly and neat, inclinable to be podgy

or big bellied and rather low sided. His stock vrere not

one like another, but unequal. His son, Favoiu'ite, was

calved in 1793, was from Phoenix, and partook more of

her character. He was a large massive animal, had

remarkably good loins and long level hind quai-tcrs ; his
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shoulder points stood wide, and were somewhat coarse and

stood forward into the neck ; his horns also were long and

strong. These qualities he had from Mr. Hill's stock, the

sire of Dicky Barker's bull, and all descended from

Favourite, partook more or less of his shoulders. He was

a powerful animal and of good constitution.

The bull calves by Favourite were generally like

himself, a trifle course, but of good constitutions. Those

which were better and got better stock than himself, were

those more closely allied to Hubback, and were Mr. R.

Colling's White bull (151), Ketton (709), Duke (224),

Daisy (186), and Styford (629), all of which exceeded their

sire, and had the Messrs. Colling used these bulls more

freely, their stock, instead of going back as they did, would

have greatly improved up to their sales. There are now

none left of these once valuable tribe with uncorrupted

pedigrees, except those in my possession. The public

exhibitions since 1838 have shown none of the old

valuable character except my own.

As many may be desirous of knowing every particular

of the old variety of short-horns with which the Messrs.

Colling began breeding, and as there can be now no good

short-horns that have not their blood, I shall give many

particulars from what I wrote down from the mouths of

Messrs. Colling and of those who were contemporaries with

them when they began breeding. I shall state a few of

those particulars that future ages may know what the

short-horns then w^ere. Mr. Alexander Hall made the

following statement to me on March 22nd, 1820, when I

had not any of the Princess family, and was collecting

information to supply Mr. George Coates before he began
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writing the first Herd Book. This document I have under

Mr. Hall's own hand, and what I state I do from wTitten

documents, with the parties names to them who gave me

the information. Mr. Hail says—"Mr. C. Colling bought

of me a heifer by Mr. William Fawcett's bull, afterwards

called Hubback, which heifer bred the bull Mr. George

Coates bought of Mr. C. Colling for Mr. Foljamb. This

heifer's dam was by a bull of Mr. C. Ceiling's, senior, and

was bought by him of Mr. John Bamlet, senior, of Norton.

Her grandam was by Mr. Harrison's bull of Barmpton,

bred out of Mr. Wastell's old cow that bred Mr. William

Robson's bull Foljamb (the grandsire of Hubback), and

was by Mr. Richard Barker's bull from a cow of his (Mr.

Barker's) own, and by Mr. Hill's Red Bull, which was

by a half-brother of the Dalton Bull, and from a cow of

Mr. Hill's own that was by Mr. Robson's bull. This cow's

dam was gi-eatly admired by the present Earl of Darling-

ton's father (grandfather to the present Duke of Cleveland).

The late Mr. R. Colling bought a twin heifer of me

that was by Mr. Snowdon's bull (the sire of Hubback),

and he bought her sister a year or two afterwards ; their

dam was by Mr. James Masterman's bull (great-gi-andsire

of Hubback), and from Mr. Thomas Hall's great cow which

was sold to the Duchess of Athol. This last cow was by

Mr. Harrison's bull, that was bred by Mr. Wastell, from the

same cow with Mr. Robson's bull, and from that famous

cow of Mr. Thomas Hall's which was so great a grazer

:

Mr. Wastell called her Tripes. The dam of the

twins, sold to the late Mr. Robert Colling, when getting

only grass, gave eighteen quarts of milk (ale measure),

twice a dav, for more than six weeks together, in June
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and July; this we know, for, as we sold our milk at

Dcirlington twice a day, it was measured regularly. The

late Mr. R. Colling called the first twin heifer bought

from me Bright Eyes, from her having remarkably bright

eyes. The predecessors of this Bright Eyes, and the

predecessors of Foljamb's dam, both by Mr. Harrison's

bull, were from own sisters, daughters of Tripes. My
great cow, from the dam of Bright Eyes, was put dry in

October, and sold to the butcher the first Monday in

March, at twenty-five guineas, and weighed 8-4 stones.

Mr. John Hunter, of Hurworth, bred Hubback and his

dam, which w^as by a bull of ^^h\ Banks's, of Hurworth,

which had a great belly, but he was out of a handsome cow

of Mr. Banks's own. The grandam of Hubback Mr. Hunter

bought of Mr. Stephenson, of Ketton, who rented that

farm before Mr. C. Collin^: took it. Mr. Thomas Hall

(brother of Mr. Alexander Hall), bought the cow which

Mr. Wastell called Tripes of Mr. C. Pickering, of Foxton,

near Sedgefield, grandfather of Mr. Christopher Mason, of

Chilton, but how she was bred it was not known. The

Dalton bull was bred by Mr. Robert Charge, of Low Fields,

brother to Mr. John Charge, of Newton, and was by a Red

Hazel Bull of Mr. John Charge's, of Newton. This Hazel

Bull was bred by Mr. William Dobson, of Croft, and by

Mr. Duke Wetherall's old Red Bull. Mr. Thomas Hall's

heifer, sister to Bright Eyes' dam, was sold to go to the

south for twenty-five guineas. Another half-sister to

Bright Eyes' dam, by old Mr. C. Colling's bull, was sold to

Mr. Hill, of Blackwell, for twenty-five guineas; she bred a

heifer that was matclied against one of Mr. Hammond's, of

Hutton Bonville, and won the match. Mr. Hammond's
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stock in that day were in great repute. A bull, a year

old, from the great cow, daughter of Tripes, was sold for

twenty-six guineas to Messrs. Bell, of Halton, in North-

umberland, and was also by old Mr. C. Colling's bull.

The stock from Masterman's Bull were all with waxy horns,

but Hubback's stock were the best of any I ever bred.

Their coats were like a moleskin, and their hair stayed

on till midsummer. I am quite clear in the whole of the

above statements, and am sure there are perfectly correct.

Mr. Snowdon, of Hurworth, told me his stock w^ere from

Sir William St. Quintin's herd. His cow that bred

Hubback's sire was a very handsome one, and remarkable

for her wide ' hooks ' and fine quick e^-es ; but the bull,

sire of Hubback, drooped in his hind quarters, and was

low sided ; but he had a fine fore-end and good crops.

These particulars I well remember.—Signed by me in the

66th year of my age, Alexander Hall.—March 22nd,

1820."

I see in a memorandum I then made that he (Mr.

Hall) was six years old when his brother brought home

the cow which Mr. Wastell called Tripes, so that is

bringing it to the year 1780. New milk was then sold

3 gills for |d., now IJd., three times that price. But in

my younger days I knew several old persons in the same

district, much older than Mr. Alexander Hall, who gave

me the same statements Mr, Hall has made above; one

of which is that the sire of Mr. William Dobson's bull, of

Croft, was'bought of Mr. Jacob Smith, near Ripon. That

Dicky Barker's bull was a big beast, could not be made fat,

but was well shaped ; his flesh, however, was not of a good

quality. His sire, Mr. Hill's bull, was sold to go to Ireland.
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That Mr. Wastell's bull, which was given to his nephew,

Mr. Robson, was by Masterman's bull. I showed these

statements, as made to me, to Mr. C. Colling some years

afterwards, and he said they were all connect and, he added,

" Many of the best short-horns are low sided and baggj-,

particularly those that have the finest flesh and are the

best handlers, and to this day this is frequently the case,

but without the proper handling it is of no use having

good shapes." In this opinion I coincided entirely with

Mr. C. Colling when speaking of the character of the best

short-horns.

The cow Mr. C. Colling bought ofMr. Maynard, Sept.

30th, 1786, was then seven years old and her price was

£30 and twelve shillings returned, the price of her calf,

to be taken the next spring following, was to be ten

guineas.

I saw the above cow sold in Darlington Market on

March 5th, 1798. There were two others, young ones,

sold with her at twenty guineas each, but the old cow,

though nineteen years old, and had bred twenty calves in

all, was still a living fresh looking cow, and certainly was

a far better cow than any bred from her that grew up to

maturity. Masterman's bull's horns were a waxy colour

and he had yellowish red spots all over him, but he was

mostly white.

A white two year old heifer from Mr. Mapiard's old

cow Favourite, by Hubback, had an accident and died

;

she was much admired by Mr. C. Colling, as exceeding the

dam, and proves how wrong he was in parting with

Hubback. On June 14th, 1784, Mr. C. Colling bought

his first Duchess cow, price thirteen pounds, a massive,
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short-legged cow, breast near the ground, a great gi'ower,

with wide back, and of a beautiful yellowish red flaked

colour.

On January 9th, 1797, Mr. Wm. Jobling, of Newton

Hall, Northumberland, bought Lord Bolingbroke at 70

guineas. Young Bolingbroke was let to Mr. Clover at 60

guineas. Mr. Charge in 1799, only pa,id 30 guineas a

season for Favourite bull, and Mr. K. Colling and Mr.

Mason only paid 20 guineas per year for the use of

Favourite from 1800, no other person being allowed to

send cows except jlr. C. Colling.

Johanna, lot 6, at Mr. C. Colling's sale, was by

Favourite, from Johanna, by the Lame bull, and her

grandam, bought of Mr. Finfield, of Chatham. Mr. C.

Colling said he believed she was a sister by the same bull

(the Lame bull, sold to Mr. Robinson of Ladykirk, 1791)

as Colonel's dam sold to Col. Simpson. Colonel was bought

by Mr. Thos. Jobling, of Styford, in Tyneside, and used

some years by him, and was slaughtered before Thomas

Jobling took Styford bull of Mr. R. Colling in the autumn

of 1799. Stj'ford returning to Barmpton, October 1800,

when Daisy bull went from me at Halton to Styford and

I bought him (the Daisy bull) of Mr. Thos. Jobling for 30

g-uineas in August 1802, and used him till the spring of

1804, when I took Styford of Mr. R. Colling.

Cupid, the sire of Yarborough, was by a son of

Favourite, and calved at Christmas in 1799. General

Simpson bought a daughter of Venus in 1806, which went

to him that autumn. He also bought North Star, but did

not take him till the Candlemas following, being then a

vear old. The sister of North Star came between.
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Comet was calved in 1804 and North Star in 1806. On

Friday, Sept. 11th, 1795, the first calf by old Favourite

was calved by the Duchess cow. On Wednesday, October

7th, 1795, the calf which grew to be the fat ox was calved

by a cow from the Stick-a-Bitch cow, the second issue of

old Favourite. Dolly in 1800 was put to Cupid. A year

old Cherry and a three years old Cherry, were also in 1800

both put to Cupid, from which Yarborough came. Miss

Allen's three j-ears old steers, by Mr. James Brown's old

Red bull, weighed each 94 stones.

Dolly was put to Daisy Bull in 1799, and calved

Wednesda}^, 8th April, 1 800. Washington, by Daisy, dam

Lady, was calved in 1800. Thursda}', 12th March, 1800,

my 1st Duchess calved. In 1796 Lord Carlisle's bull was

calved. Mr. Mason's Lilly was by Favourite in the same

year.

Dolly, by Punch, Mr. C. Colling says he could trace

no further back. Dolly's daughter Mr. Hustler bought at

the price of 50 guineas.

Yarborough's dam, by Favourite, her dam by Hubback

from old Cherry, was a very mellow soft handler, and was

a Yerj great favourite vrith Mr. C. Colling.

In 1789, General Watson, of Fifeshire (Abadour),

bought Princess by Hubback.

In October, 1789, Mr. C. Colling sold to Mr. George

Culley a bull from Princess heifer.

The sire of Cupid, son of Favourite, was by Favourite,

and from a Cheny cow. Old Phoenix had a heifer calf by

this sire of Cupid, son of Favourite ; and a daughter of her

(by Mr. Bates's first bull) bred Mr. Baiter's Surplice, by

Favourite. He had very low flat sides, and was an exces-

sively hard handler.
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The Lame bull was exchanged for a bull by Hubback

m 1788, and seven guineas were given in the bargain, on

June 7th of that year. Mr. Robinson bought the Lame

bull in April, 1791.

In September, 1803, Mr. Frost took Windsor, and

bought a heifer by Favourite from Johanna. The first

Cherry was bought at Yarm Fair by the Messrs. Ceiling's

father.

On December 15th, 1793, the old Favourite bull was

calved, and he died October, 1806, then in his 13th year.

In 1796 or '98 sold Mr. Compton a Johanna cow.

Mr. C. Colling bought at Brafferton, a mile from Ketton,

his first Daisy cow, an animal which was xcvy inclina]>le

to make fat, and very neat in shape. In 1804, in the

spring. Comet was calved, and died June, 1815.

On December U, 1787, Mr. C. Colling sold his bull

Foljamb to Mr. G. Coates, for Mr. Foljamb. ^Ir. G.

Coates observed that Hubback's quarters were long and

straight, great breast, flank, and tvrist, pens rather down

and fat, not formed to the hooks from the rump ; coat soft,

but not very long.
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CHAPTER II.

PART I.

WHAT MR. BATES CONSIDERED A REAL SHORT-HORN, WITH

AMPLE COLLATERAL EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF HIS

JUDGMENT.

Pure Short-horns—Mr. George Culley on Purity and Quality as in-

stinctively appreciated by Handling—Mr. Culley and Mr. Bake-

well—Mr. Bates on Decisions at Agricultural Shows ; his Success

at York in 1838—Short-horns should be Shown in Families

—

Belvedere, Waterloo, Angelina 2ud, and Young Wynyard—Mr. C.

Colling and Sir H. V. Tempest, Bart., and Princess and Wellington

—More Pedigrees in detail, and Young Wynyard in Ireland

—

Authentic Documentary Proofs—Twin Heifers Breeding—Judges

at Shows overlook Milking Qualities and heed only Fatness

—

Locomotive went to Kentucky—The Oxford Premium Cow bred

Duke of Wellington, which went to Troy, New York—Heavy
Weights of Pure Short-horns accounted for—Pure Short-horns

will Improve from Generation to Generation—Mr. Bates begun

Weighing Food and Measuring Cattle, which practice he recom-

mends to all Breeders—Tyneside Short-horns Improved between

1785 to 1795.

It may be asked,—AYhat are the distinguising charac-

ters of the best short-horns'? The eyes are much more pro-

minent than those of other cattle, the head much smaller,

the tail lighter and finer, the skin and hair all over much

softer, and the touch incomparably more kind and mellov* •

But the difficulty is to convey in language that idea or

the sensation we acquire by the touch, or feel of the fingers,

which enables us to form a judgment when we are handling

an animal intended to be fatted. Mr. George Culley who

felt that difficulty thus wrote ;
—

" A nice or good judge of
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cattle and sheep, with a slight touch of the fingers upon

the fatting points of the animal, viz., the hips, rumps, ribs,

flank, breast, twist, shoulder score, &c., will know imme-

diately whether it will make fat or not, and in which part

it will be the fattest. It is very easy to know where an

animal is fattest which is already made fat, because we can

evidently feel a substance or quantity of fat upon all those

parts which are denominated the fatty points; but the

difficulty is to explain how we know or disting-uish animals

in a lean state, which wall make fat, and which will not,

or rather, which will make fat in such and such points or

parts, and not in others ; which a person of judgment (in

practiceJ can tell, as it were, instantaneously : I say in

practice^ because I believe that the best of judges out of

practice are not able to judge with precision, at least I am

not. We say this beast touches nicely upon its ribs, hips,

&c., (fee, because we find a mellow pleasant feel on those

parts; but we do not say soft; because there are some of

this same sort of animals which have a soft loose handle

ofwhich we do not approve, and, though soft and loose, they

have not that mellow feel above mentioned ; for, though

they handle both loose and soft, yet we know that the one

will make fat, and that the other will not ; and in this

lies the difficulty of the explanation. We clearly find a

particular kindness or pleasantness in the feel of the one,

much superior to the other, by which we immediately

conclude that this will make fat, and the other not so fat

;

and in this a person of judgment, and in practice, is very

seldom mistaken. I shall only make one more remark,

which is, that though the one animal will make remarkably

fat, and the other will scarcely improve at all, with the
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same keeping, yet between these extremes are numberless

gradations, which the complete judge can distinguish with

wonderful precision."

I have made this long quotation from Mr. Culley, as

he had been most extensively engaged as a breeder and

feeder of stock for a very long period, and was in his 65th

year when this was printed (1794), and it was above thirty

years after he had spent one whole year with Mr. Bakewell,

at Dishley, where he went in 1762, and was then above

thirty years of age, and had been constantly engaged in

farming before he went to Mr. Bakewell. I also chose to

quote the words of so old a breeder at so remote a period,

knowing well that in this age and country there are so

very, very, few breeders,—and particularly the short-horn

breeders—or graziers, that can distinguish by handling the

quality of an animal. Mr. Bates then gave numerous

instances of decisions of the most extraordinary kind by

judges at shows, and he said that " in fact, to estimate

their judgment by their decisions at agricultural meetings,

I am compelled to say they either do not know a good

short-horn, or else they give their decisions directly con-

trary to their convictions; and that animals having no

claim whatever to breeding obtained the highest premiums,

and were never heard of again." Mr. Bates felt convinced

that the judges were appointed, not from their knowledge

of cattle, but from their position, and because they could

make what he called " clap-trap after-dinner speeches " on

all occasions.

Although Mr. Bates got five premiums at York, in

1838, he always maintained that the best three short-

horns were passed unnoticed. Mr. Bates said, "at the
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request of many breeders, I had the seven. animals I had

exhibited at York shown together in the yard when the

stock got leave to be removed from where they stood in

their respective classes, and this gave a more general

satisfaction, as they then showed they were all of one

family, corresponding in all respects. This is the only

true way of exhibiting any breed of animals, and yet it is

never done.* And why*? Because no other breed of

short-horns shew a family likeness except my own. Nor

has any other breed of short-horns the same hair and

handling that mine have ; nor can it be obtained but

through my strain of blood : for it runs in the blood, and '

none now can be found that have the old Hubback blood,

and that of his predecessors, and of Mr. James Brown's

old Ked Bull, and these two bulls were the last remains

of those breeds which had been so long eminent as short-

horns, and it is now nearly sixty years since their day

;

and the proportion of this blood, after so many crosses

with cattle of a contrary stamp, cannot be brought back

to what they once were except by again resorting to the

stock from whence that high merit came, which was before

the time when the Messrs. Colling began breeding shortr

horns.

In 1831, I bought Belvedere from Mr. Stephenson,

who bred him and his sire Waterloo (2816), and dam

Angelina II. own brother and sister, both by Young Wyn-

yard (2859). Young Wynyard was bred bythe Marchioness

of Antrim after the death of the late Sir Henry Vane

Tempest, Bart., and from the old Princess, calved in 1800,

* This method of exhibiting short-horn cattle in families is now

very generally, adopted in America.

F 2
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which Sir H. V. Tempest had bought of the late Mr. R.

Colling, of Barmpton. The old Princess cow was sent to

Bamipton from Wynyard, and the person who took her

was told that she was to be put if possible to the bull

Wellington (680), a son of Comet and out of Wildair, if

Mr. R. Colling would allow her, and to pay whatever

price he chose to charge. The person told me that when

he took the cow to Barmpton, Mr. R. Colling told him he

never bulled any gentleman's cows and could not comply

with the request of the Marchioness of Londondeny. The

man then left, on being refused, but had not gone far when

Mr. R. Colling sent his servant after him to say if he

would pay ten guineas she should be bulled ; the servant

saying to him at the same time, " I told my master this

was not a gentleman's cow but a lady's, and that he might

allow her to be bulled." Mr. R. Colling then said to him

—

" I believe I promised Sir Henry that if ever he was with-

out a bull, I would allow Princess to be served by one of

my bulls." So the man returned and had her put to Wel-

lington. This I had from the man himself. I also learnt

the same fact from one of Mr. R. Colling's servants, the

one who went to call the man back with the cow.

I mention all this particularly to remove any doubts.

The stock of Young Wynyard proved their superiority over

that of Old Wynyard, though those of the latter were very

good. I may also state here, that at the first sale at

Wynyard, in 1813, soon after the death of the late Sir H.

Y. Tempest, that the Marchioness instructed the under-

steward to desire one of the tenants to buy, and let her

have again, old Princess, and her granddaughter Angelina,

w^hich he did, and they were kept for several years at
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Wynyard, and the bull, Young Wjrnyard, was used to

these cows, and was the sire of Waterloo and Angelina 2nd.

(the sire and dam of Belvedere). He was only let out for

one year to Mr. Perritt, who had been using Sir H. V.

Tempest's bulls from the time he (Sir H. V. Tempest)

began to breed, in 1802, and never used any other till his

decease, and all the calves he had by this bull were

excellent.

The Marchioness allowed other persons* cows to

be sent to Young "Wynyard, and I bought some cows by

him and they were all extraordinary good short-horns.

Some time after the second sale at Wynyard, in 1818,

Young Wynyard went to Ireland, but Mr. Stephenson got

his Angelina cow, granddaughter of Princess, put to him

before he left Wjmyard, after she had calved Angelina.

I have also seen cattle bred from a cow, a daughter of old

Princess, by. Mr. Baker's Lawnsleeves, and I bought

descendants of the said daughter some years after-

wards, and three heifer calves descended from her, but I

have not now any cows descended from this cow and her

three daughters. I also bought, at one time and another,

about thirty-seven females descended from the Wjiij^ard

blood, besides the above four I have named, bred from old

Princess. This last female calf that old Princess had by

her own son, Young W\Tayard, was also sold at the last

Wynyard sale, in 1818, when Angelina was bought by

Mr. Stephenson, or, at least, she was bought of Mr. Eliker,

soon after the sale, for Mr. Stephenson was not at the sale

himself. Young Wynyard was calved early in the year

1815, and was used first when only eight months old, and

was used up to October, 1819, and was the only bull used
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there. They sent ADgehna in 1815 to Lawnsleeves, the

only cow sent to him. In 1816 old Princess produced a

heifer calf by a son of Angelina, which was by old Welling-

ton (684). In 1817 old Princess had a heifer calf by

Young Wynyard, the last calf, and at the sale of the

Countess of Antrim, at Wynyard, in 1818, there were only

five animals sold. Anna, by Lawnsleeves, was not sold,

not being one of those five, nor Young Wynyard. Those

sold were Angelina, calved in 1810, and a heifer calf off

old Princess. The first was bought by Mr. John Stephen-

son, of White House, near to Wolverston, and was then

in calf with Angelina 2nd. (calved 2nd Febiiiary, 1819).

She was again sent to Young Wynyard, and had a bull

calf, Waterloo (calved December 26, 1819). No. 3, a

w^hite bull, by old Wellington out of Angelina, was three

years old at the time of sale. JSTo. 4, a son of Angelina,

and by Young Wynyard, was calved in 1817. No. 5 was

a son of Young Wynyard, out of a cow kept at Wynyard,

but dam not certain. A heifer calf out of old Princess, at

the sale ofthe late Sir H. V. Tempest, in 1813, was retained

at Wynyard. She, early in 1817, produced her first and

only calf, a bull, by Young V/ynyard. At Wynyard she

died, and this calf is believed to be No. 5. Mr. Perritt

died in 1820, and had retained Anna. After that. Young

Wellington or Wynyard had gone to Ireland. Young

Wynyard was at ;Mr. Perritt's from October, 1818, to

March, 1820. Pilot, from Princess, and by Wynyard, was

bought in at the sale in 1813, and died the next day.

Wellington, by Wynyard from Angelina, was one year old,

and was bought in at the sale in 1813, and was kept till

the autumn of 1814, and sold to Dawson Lambton, Esq.,

of Biddick.
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I have given all these points thus particularly as I

wiite from papers I have by me, which are signed by the

persons from whom I had them ; for, after I had bought

Belvedere, I requested all the persoas who had been at

Wynyard from 1810 to 1822 to be sent for, and I would

pay all their expenses for time and trouble in coming to

meet me at Stockton, which they all did, and these

persons, so assembled (of whom Mr. Stephenson, the

breeder of Belvedere, was one), all agreed in relating every

circumstance that occurred from 1810 to 1822, which was

after Angelina came into Mr. Stephenson's possession, and

she had bred Angelina 2nd. and her brother Waterloo, the

said Angelina having had only these two by Young

Wynyard, but afterwards bred others, two females in

succession to Baron (58), a son of Comet, and bred by

Col. Trotter.

I have been thus explicit, that no doubt might exist

of all the circumstances I have named ; but though I

came into possession of so many females of the Wynyard

blood, descended from old Princess, I had only one (the

Matchem cow, bought at Mr. Brown's sale in 1831) whose

stock turned out remarkably well, and she had bred

several calves before I put her to bulls having Duchess

blood. But none of them were extraordinary ; in fact, my
tenants, Messrs. Bell, whose property she had become,

determined to sell her, and Thomas Bell took her to Dar-

ling-ton market, but brought her home again. I told him

I would give him the price he asked, and that if I bought

her I would put her to a bull having Duchess blood, and I

was very certain she would not, to that blood, breed a calf

worth less than one hundred guineas. He said she led all
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the other cows wrong by leaping the hedges, and therefore

he would sell her. I then had her put to the Duke of

Cleveland (1937) and she produced a heifer calf, Nov. 3rd,

1834, which calf I showed at York in 1838 as a three

year old in calf, and obtained the second premium, the

first premium being awarded to another cow I showed

having two crosses by Belvedere. She was a twin heifer

(both breeding). "When the judges went into the three

years old class of cows, they immediately took these two

out, but were very long in deciding which to place first,

and at length asked the holders of the two cows whose

they were, and on learning that they both belonged to me,

and seeing me in the next pen examining the aged cows,

which they had decided upon, they called me (it being

then past the hour that the public were admitted into the

yard) and I went to them and they asked which I con-

sidered the best ] I made for answer, " I thought they

need not to ask, as they spoke for themselves. The one

having calved the 21st May last (a bull calf, Omega, which

I sold afterwards to Mr. Foster, Springfield, Ireland), and

giving a large quantity of milk, could not look as blooming

as the other which had gained twenty stones in weight,

while the one in milk had not gained in weight, but paid

as much or more in the milk she gave, as the other had

gained in fatness." They then placed the first premium

for short-horns on No. 4 (the twin heifer) and the second

premium on the cow ofl" the Matchem cow, by Duke of

Cleveland, and did so properly under the circumstances.

It is rare, indeed, that judges at exhibitions of stock give

premiums to great milkers : they look only at the condition

or fatness of the animal. This cow, off the Matchem cow,
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produced a bull calf, named LocomotiYe (4242) Oct. 5tli,

1838, which I sold the March following to J. C. Etches,

Esq., then of Liverpool and Barton Park, near Derby, at

100 guineas, and after using him some time he sold him

to Mr. J. C. Letton, Pincey Grove, Citron Forest, Ken-

tucky, U.S., America, at 250 guineas. Next year, 1839,

I showed this cow (afterwards called the Oxford Premium

Cow) at the meeting at Oxford of the Royal Agricultural

Society of England, and she obtained the highest premium

as the best cow (though only second to one of my own

cows at York, as a three years old). The same year, on

the 24th Oct., 1839, this Oxford Premium Cow produced

another bull calf by Short Tail (2621), named Duke of

Wellington (3854) which was affcerwads sold to Mr. Vail,

near Troy, State of New York, America. These two bull

calves obtained the highest premiums in America, and

their sons also have been equally successful, and Locomo-

tive's son Walton, belonging to Mr. C. W. Harvey, near

Liverpool, obtained the highest premium at the Beverley

meeting of the Yorkshire Society in 1845. Afterwards in

the same year, he and his son, Earl of Sefton, obtained the

highest premiums at Livei-pool, and Walton was shipped

the same evening to be shown at Dumfries, and was again

successful in obtaining the highest premium given by the

Highland Society of Scotland held in that to^vn.

This same cow also bred a steer, own brother to the

Oxford Premium Cow, that at two vears old weighed 72

stones, a weight that surprised me, as I sold him to weigh

64 stones, but the butcher who killed him said he expected

the steer would exceed my estimate, as he had bought

four steers a year older of mine in 1836, and thev far
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exceeded his own estimated weight of 90 stones each. I

asked him to what cause he assigned their weights beyond

his expectations, and he said it was the great width of

their backs, and their great fatness all over, being uni-

formly good in every point. The same cow has bred two

bulls, Cleveland Lad, and 2nd. Cleveland Lad, which are

both living, and very active, though one is now ten years

old and an own sister also, which has produced three bulls

and two heifers, all excellent. Cleveland Lad obtained in

1841, the highest premium, as the best bull at the Koyal

Society's meeting held at Liverpool, and at the Yorkshire

Society's meeting at Hull the same year. 2nd. Cleveland

Lad obtained the second premium at Doncaster in 1843,

and the highest premium in 1844, as the best bull at the

Yorkshire Society's meeting at Richmond.

I name all the above facts, not to blazon my own

breed of short-horns before the world, but as a duty I

could not avoid, as I am confident it is to the animals I

have named that future breeders will become indebted for

having the best breed of short-horns, as I am convinced

they will go on improving every generation, whatever stock

they may become incorporated with, whether they be

short-horns or the other valuable breeds abounding in the

United Kingdom.

From 1790 to 1807 I weighed food both to milch

cows and to feeding cattle to ascertain the food they con-

sumed, and measured the animals to ascertain the improve-

ment made, as I found I ascertained the improvement

made better by measurement than by weighing them alive

at different periods. But, as the tribes of stock I more

particularly ascertained the merit of by the above test are
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not in existence, excepting my Duchess family, I shall not

enter into particulars. I cannot, however, avoid recom-

mending all persons to examine their stock by this only

true criterion, for it was thus that I came to know the

great difference between different varieties of stock, and

learnt by the external characters of each their real merits,

for the same data extended to others proved a like result.

The late Mr. Thomas Ratcliffe, for more than twenty

years the principal butcher at North Shields, then lived

at Newcastle, and commenced business in 1790, and for

some years he came to me and bought two beasts, taking

one that week and the other the week following. He was

a well educated, intelligent young man, and very attentive

to business, and Ave compared notes. I told him the

quantity of food consumed by each, and the improvement

in weight, and he informed me how the animals died, their

weights, &c., which mutual communication improved the

judgment of each, and he often informed me of the benefit

it was to him in improving his judgment. I remember

on one occasion seeing six cattle killed one morning, and

I had put down what I considered each would weigh, and

on being weighed the following day I was very few pounds

wrong in the weight of any one, and hardly wrong in the

whole six cattle. But I exercised my own judgment in

addition to the measurement, as the difference in the form,

degree of fatness, &c., causes a difference in the weight

which the measurement can not give accurately. The

judgment must, therefore, be exercised in addition. It

was the long perseverance in this plan of weighing food

consumed, and in ascertaining the improvement of eacli

by measurement, that matured my judgment, and epabled
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me afterwards to decide accurately on the merits of

animals by handling and external appearance. This

practice, when once learnt, is never forgotten, but remains

as fixed in the memory as the pence or multiplication

tables learnt at an earlier period. It is necessary to state

here that the breed of short-horns in Tyneside were, from

1785 to 1795, when I first examined the stock accurately,

very inferior to what they afterwards became ; many were

like the Ayrshire cattle which prevailed in that country'

when I examined them in 1805.

PART IT.

THE QUALITIES OP MONGREL AND PURE-BRED SHORT-HORNS

DISCUSSED, AND THE VALUE OF EACH

COMPARED.

Coarse-beefed Short-horns Described—Mr. CuUey's Evidence as to

the Introduction of Coarse Dutch Animals—Iluhback's Influence

on the Issue of Coarse Cows —Durham was not free from the

Importation of these Inferior Stock—Mistake by Dairymen in

regard to the Ilichness or Quality of Milk—Consumption of Food

by Different Animals Tested by Mr. Bates—St. John's Delicate

Constitution further Proved—The Loss of Ketton ApY^reciated

—

The Earl made a Great Mark—The Three Tribes to which the

Bates Short-horns Owe their Excellence—Mr. C. Colling and the

Introduction of the Galloway Strain to his Herd of Short-horns

;

the Effect being *' Hard Flesh, Bad Wiry Hair, and No Milkers"—

The "Fool's Piece," again—One Cross may be Superseded, but

Two Crosses, never —Tlie Value of this Knowledge— Jud^^es at

Shows Incompetent, or AYorse.

The coarse-beefed short-horns so accurately described

by Mr. George Culley, in his treatise before referred to,

were very common when he wi'ote. "What he states of

them, too, is very true. " They were black fleshed ; for

notwithstandino- one of these creatures will feed to a vast
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weight, and though fed ever so long, yet will not have

one pound of fat about it, neither within nor without, and

the flesh (for it does not deserve to be called beef), is as

black and coarse grained as horse flesh, and," as he justly

observes, " no man will buy one of this kind if he knows

anything of the matter, and, if he should be once take in,

he will remember it for the future." He says, further,

"I once saw a beast of this sort killed, which, after

feeding all summer, had not a pound of flesh inside or out,

and was more like an ill-made black horse than an ox or

a cow."

In the spring of 1794 I bought some of this kind of

cattle, having been tempted by the low price, and the

same day I also bought some other steers (each above

three years old), but very superior good grazers. They

were kept well on turnips for three months, but the latter

increased double what the former did, while they consumed

far less food ; so that the latter left more than four times

as much for the food consumed as the former, which cured

me for ever of bujdng another of the same kind.

Mr. Culley states that these coarse-beefed cattle were

introduced from Holland by persons going over there after

Dobinson had introduced the good variety- from Holland,

but who lacked Dobinson's judgment. I have not seen

for many years any of these very inferior short-homs,

though I know some short-homs that were originally of

this variety. But by crossing with a son of Hubback they

became much improved. This has been going on for

above fifty years, and they have since bred, and for some

years have been incorporated into herds of high note', but

in which I can perceive a degree of resemblance to then*
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originals in some of the descendants, and on which account

no consideration would induce me to have one of them to

breed from. There were also importations of a very large

variety of short-horns, and I have been told they were

introduced from the Continent by the Haggerston family,

in Northumberland, and prevailed above forty years ago

along the coast of that county. These I have frequently

bought and grazed ; they were free from the coarse-fleshed

variety, but were immense consumers of food, when fed on

turnips after a summer's grass. They never paid for

the food they consumed, although they were not bad

growers like the coarse-fleshed variety; but, from the

crosses of Messrs. Colling's cattle extending into North-

umberland, even this variety were not what they once

were. This same breed may have been introduced into

the county of Durham, when size was so much run. upon,

before Mr. C. Colling exhibited the bull Hubback. The

character of Mr. Hill's cattle, of Blackwell, resembled in

degree these large short-horns that I have mentioned as

being in Northumberland ; and when I visited Lincoln-

shire, in 1810, I found that large variety of short-horns

very prevalent in that district, particularly on the good

land about Boston, where there is a quality of grass land

deep and rich, and not unlike that around Haggerston, in

Northumberland. Those who bred cattle for the dairy

principally, and did not rear steers to feed for the butcher

(which much prevailed in my early j^ears, both in North-

umberland, Durham, and Yorkshire), selected such cattle

as gave the greatest quantity of milk, without paying

regard to the richness or quality and quantity of cream

and butter. These were very slow feeding cattle when.
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they became dry, and they were sold at low prices. But

such like dairy cattle are not now kept to the extent they

formerly were, though many who attend to the dairy alone

still have an inferior grazing stock when made dry to feed

off for the butcher.

Finding so very few really good grazing short-horn

cattle to breed from when I took Halton in 1800, and

having found that the best West Highland cattle were

small consumers, and good grazers, I bought the best I

could obtain to put to the bulls I hired of the Messrs.

Colling. Their offspring I reared, and continued to breed

from them for twenty-five years. In 1800, I obtained

twenty, and in 1801, twenty more, which were by far the

best I ever knew of that breed. They were selected by a

good judge, according to my directions, from many

thousands purchased in the Highlands dm'ing these two

years ; but after them I never could get any more com-

parable with them, in fact, ten out of the forty were nearly

equal to the best short-horns, and by the cross with the

best short-horn bulls, their issue became superior to any

short-horns except the Duchess blood. They gave also

very rich milk, and the cross equalled the short-homs in

quality of milk, and retained the rich quality of the West

Highland cattle.

As regards the feeding of these cattle, while my first

Duchess consumed thirty-six pounds per day of hay (the

smallest consumption of any short-horned cow I had then

ever known), those bred between the short-horn and

the West Highlander, consumed only twenty-four pounds

per day, which was very little more than was eaten

by the West Highlanders themselves. The steers so
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bred, and fed on a like consumption of food, were nearly

one-third more weight at three years old. They were

equally as great growers as the best short-horns, and worth

more per pound in the Skipton market at that time than

the short-horns, and equally as much as the best West

Highlanders. Each cross I made kept improving them,

and I should never have relinquished this breed had I not

had the misfortune to introduce St. John blood. No
cattle were ever more hardy than they were previous to

that cross, but those so bred inherited the delicacy of all

the blood of St. John, and though I kept them for above

twelve years after I had introduced the St. John blood,

yet I could never recover their constitutions again, and

was obliged at last to part with the whole of them. Since

then, 1826, I have bred nothing but pure short-horns.

All the short-horns into which I introduced the St. John

blood partook of the delicacy of that tribe, though nothing

could be more hardy than they were before such intro-

duction, and all these short-horns so bred I was obliged to

part with at an immense loss, and such has been the case

with every herd where that blood has been imported.

I should mention here that, previous to Mr. C.

Colling's Hubback, the prevaiHng characteristics of the

best short-horns were high hooks, and the fore-quarters

small, and very lightly lyred, as short-horn cattle so shaped

were the very reverse to the objectionable coarse-fleshed

variety. But Hubback gave a fore-quarter much heavier,

and the hooks, though not so high, were wide and pointed

forward, making a much longer hind-quarter. This was

particularly the character of my cattle, bred between the

best short-horns and the West Highlander. "\¥heu.,I
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began to use my bull Ketton, the produce from him made

both my short-horns and mixed blood very superior to

what they were from the Daisy bull and Styford, the best

two bulls I had used before I had Ketton. When Ketton

ceased to procreate, I then felt severely the contrast, even

with the best which had descended from him. I then did

not know that any of the Princess blood was left, nor did

I know how the Princess tribe was bred, direct from

Hubback to Favourite. This I did not learn till

I made enquiries to assist old Mr. Coates in preparing

the first Herd Book, and I saw no way of restoring the

pure Duchess blood but by putting the 3rd Duchess to

her mother's own brother, Duke (226), sold at the Ketton

sale in 1810. This I accomphshed in 1820. The Earl

(Q'^Q), so bred, was calved in Nov., 1820, and putting him

to the Acklam Red Rose cow produced my second Hub-

back (1423), January 25th, 1823. This union answered

most admirably, and gave me a uniformity of character

possessing every excellence. I used second Hubback till

I got Belvedere in June, 1831. My best stock are descended

from second Hubback's daughters, put to Belvedere, a

union that answered again most admirably, so that I have

combined in my breed of short-horns the only three tribes

that were all bred direct from Hubback to Favourite, and

there are no short-horns that have now any pure blood of

any of those three tribes, excepting my own herd.

It is the union of those three bloods, Duchess tribe, Yar-

borough's dam, and Princess tribe, to which my cattle owe

their superior excellence. Having united these three tribes

through so large a herd as I and my tenants, the Messrs.

Bell, possess, and those who have got the blood through
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my herd, extending through six tribes in my own hands,

and eight of my tenants, we have every means, not only

of preserving their excellent qualities, but of improving

them more and more every fresh cross. We are not

dependent on any one bull, as every cow has more or less

Duchess blood, with all the excellencies which cattle so

bred possess. In fact, as Duchess 34th proved, by several

trials repeatedly made in various years, she consumed less

food (hay), per day than my first Duchess, grandam of

No. 1, in Herd Book. From a quart of milk, the yield of

butter from Duchess 34th was more than from my first

Duchess. These are important considerations, when

weighed in conjunction with a greater increase of weight

in beef, with so much less consumption of food. In fact

this consumption of food and production of meat were

nearly equal to the small consumption of the West High-

landers, which are the smallest consumers of any cattle

I ever tried on hay alone in winter ; and I have ever

found the consumption of hay correspond with the con-

sumption of turnips or straw given singly.

It is well known that Mr. C. Colling unfortunately

introduced the Galloway or PoUed breed of cattle into his

short-horns, through a cow of that breed having been sent

to his bull Bolingbroke. He stipulated that if it should be

a'bull calf he was to have it. This bull calf, so bred, was

again put to a shoi-t-horn cow of the Johanna tribe, which

were very hard handlers, and slow feeders. They were of

a neat form, but gave little milk, the cows of that tribe

all partaking of these bad qualities :—hard flesh, bad

wiry hair, and no milkers. Those kept on forcing food,

looked well to the eye of men who did not estimate pro-
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perly, for they caught the eye by showing the fat on the

tail, which, as has been said, is called the "fool's piece."

Of this second cross through the Johanna cow, I saw a

bull shown at Durham, 31st March, 1797, when he was

placed second. He was the same age as the Favourite

bull, and Mr. C. Colling was so imprudent as to put this

bull to Favourite's dam, and the produce, Lady, introduced

this blood into many herds of short-horns. Lady had of

course one-eighth of this blood, and her next descendants

one-sixteenth, and so kept decreasing each cross. Where

only one cross has taken place, the previous character may

be restored by putting them to the very best short-horn

bulls ; but where two crosses have been introduced, / never

have seen any animal so bred that could produce a good

bull. It is valuable to know that this is the case, as it

checks their spread where this is seen. But, unfortunately,

many herds have got three or four or more crosses of these

mixed mongi^els, and such cannot now be restored. Their

owners, however, still persevere in producing these mongrels

or nondescripts. And from men having such being

judges at cattle shows, the premiuns are given to such

animals to help to holster up the character of their own

herd to the public detriment. This has ever been the

case since this mongrel blood has become so prevalent

—

particularly since Mr. C. Colling's sale in 1810—to the

present time.

«2
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PART III.

MR. BATES COMMENDS HIS PURE HERD TO POSTERITY.

Gambler and Belvedere purchased—The Value of Pure Short-horns

of 1845—The principlewhich guided Mr. Bates ; he studied the Fame
of his Herd more than his Fortune in Life—Mr. Bates on Crossing

Breeds—The Highland Herds and Pure Short-horns—Highlanders

made more Hardy by the Introduction of Short-horn Blood—Stock

that will not bear the Test of Ordinary Hardships must be Un-

profitable—Mr. Bates Weeded his Herd of Faulty Cows, as for

Abortion and other Defects—Bolstering up Degenerating Families

What "a Painter without Principle" may do—The Value of

Pedigree, and in what this Value consists—Mr. Bates's Object in

Writing this History—Hubback, Strawberry, and Strawberry's

Sister—The Herd Book begun and continued with False Entries

—

Mr. Coates's Confession, and his Poverty his Excuse—Lily and

Fortune Objectionable Cows, and the St. John Bull and his Weak
Descendants—Jupiter Coarse and Ill-bred — Mr. Mason admitted

losing £20,000 by his Herd, which is Fully and Intelligibly

Accounted for by Mr. Bates— Mr. Bates Insulted for being Candid

and Truthful; his Assailant Apologizes; why this is referred to

—

The Galloway Scotch Blood again Noticed in Connection with

Bolingbroke—Mr. Bates bought the First Cow Mr. C. Colling sold

for 100 Guineas—Comet Valued at 1500 Guineas when 7 Years of

Age ; Died 1815—Ketton Improved the Comet Issue.

I have thought it my duty to say this much, and,

having fairly tested the merits of the best of those so bred,

I shall give the result to guard others against so fatal an

error. In 1831, I purchased Gambler (2046), so bred, of

Mr. Whitaker, and soon afterwards I purchased Belvedere

of Mr. Stephenson. I had eight steers so bred to each

bull. Gambler was by Bertram, which had the Daisy

blood, one of Mr. C. Colling's best tribes of short-horns,

and was from Lady Matilda, the highest priced cow bought

at Mr. Charge's sale, in 1828. I paid double the price for
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Gambler that I paid for Belvedere, liaviug both bulls in

use at the same time.

Mr. Bates then detailed the results of the feeding of

the two lots, and the superiority of those by Belvedere.

In the above contrast there was a test of value which

there was no evading; and the result thereof must cany

conviction to everyone whose prejudice is not predominant,

but who is in search of truth.

I cannot conclude these details of the short-homs

without apologising for such a desultory production ; but

the facts I had to state, and the nature of the subject, have

caused it to be so. It is a subject on which my attention

has been engaged for above sixty-five years, and is therefore

the result of a long experience. I trust it may help to

awaken the attention of landowners as well as tenants, as

the value of landed property depends so greatly on the

value of the cattle depastured or wintered thereon. Who-

ever begins breeding short-horns after the little informa-

tion I have here given, may proceed on sure grounds.

Every one by trying the cattle they are possessed of

may, by the same test I have made, see what advantage

they may gain by possessing the same blood, or, by assi-

mulating it with their present stock, and seeing the result,

proceed accordingly. The several varieties, the result of

the original cows being different, will enable each one to

select, according to his judgment, whichever he may

approve or wish to make a trial of. Then, again, a change

to another variety may make a still further improvement

in a herd. There is in my view no bounds set to improve-

ment, if breeding be only judiciously carried out, which of

course depends upon the judgment exercised. To point
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out any particular line on which to proceed, would depend

on what stock persons possess when they begin to cross

with the best blood.

I have hitherto retained my herd entire to prove

their superior excellence. One grand result I hope will

follow; the herd will be able to produce stock for supplying

new beginners with proper animals for a commencement.

1 have also given a short detail of the stock I bred between

West Highland heifers and short-hom bulls, hoping that

breeders of West Highland cattle may be induced to

follow what I have found to be so beneficial, and I tinist it

may induce breeders of other cattle, Herefords, Devons,

Sussex, and what are called home-breds in Norfolk, as well

as short-horn breeders, to try the result of a cross of this

blood. The breeders of Aberdeenshire cattle have felt

the benefit of a cross with what too often were very

ordinary short-horns.*

If they try it with the best breed of short-horns, they

will find the result very superior to their past trials. And

if they begin Avith the originals of the Aberdeenshire

cattle, the better the short-horn bulls are so much greater

* Mr. Bates always repudiated the common idea that any thing

was good enough to cross with. I am informed by an experienced

Scotch agnculturist that many breeders have tried, with success, the

well known fact in horse breeding, viz. :—that a mare will generally

produce what takes after the sire of her first foal, although the

subsequent sires may be of a totally different breed or class. Thus

they put the heifers to a first-class short-horn bull, and then breed

from the pure bulls of their own race, and the produce will retain the

excellence of the short-horn, though the characteristics and colour of

their own breed is retained. In my experience I have found that if

heifers are put to an inferior bull, it is a long time, before, if ever,

that they will afterwards breed good stock when put to good bulla.

—Tke Author,
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will be the benefit of the cross. This is more absolutely

necessary in crossing breeds than even when breeding from

pure blood, for if there is any coarseness on either side,

the stock is sure to inherit that coarseness ; but when free

from coarseness, there is then no fear of crossing different

varieties, but always let the male animal he the one to im-

lorove on the female^ that is, let the male be of a superior

tribe.

I can have no doubt whatever that the best short-

horns will improve all other breeds to which the male

animals of the short-horns are put, and when once crossed,

the owners may then increase the short-horn blood if they

think proper, or breed between males and females of this

mixed breed, or use those so bred to the best of their

original breed, whether Hereford or Devon, or any other

breed of cattle. But I am convinced that with the West

Highland heifer and the short-horn bull the gi-eatest im-

provement may be made. From all the trials I made

(till the unfortunate cross with the St. John blood), the

increase of short-horn blood did not diminish the hardiness

of the highlander, but the contrary in every instance.

This was more particularly the case with the cross by my
Ketton, on the daughters and granddaughters of the Daisy

bull, the best cross I made till I used Ketton. I had an

open pasture of 200 acres on what had been Broadpool

Common, part of the Park End property, very high lying

land, in the west part of Northumberland, near to Cumber-

land. It was near the summit level, where the waters fall

into the east sea near Tynemouth, and the west sea on the

Solway Firth. There are few places lie higher in Scot-

land—except the mountain scenery—between their east
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and west seas. The winters are longer in the high parts

of Northumberland than in Scotland, and the weather is

more severe
;
yet I found the stock bred between the

West Highlander and the short-horn equally or more hardy

than the pure bred West Highlanders. I tried them in

that exposed situation from 1802 to 1807, inclusive, six

years, and found the same result every year, both in

winter and summer. The cattle were tied up at nights in

byers in the winter, and went out in the day to top the

heather and eat the coarse herbage that grew on this

exposed situation. The half-bred, or mixed blood, I have

named, had a double coat of hair, one long, and the other

a close fur or down, thicker than that of the highland

breed. I sent the calves to this situation before winter

;

wintered and summered them there two years ; and at

two and-a-half years old brought them to the tillage farms

I had lower down in the country. I there gave them

straw and a few turnips the first winter, then summer

grazed them on inferior land till the autumn, when they

got fog or aftermath ; the hay having been cut and inten-

ded for the milk cows after calving, in April and May.

No other cattle ever had hay with me in Northumberland,

unless it was a little coarse hay from bog land. And the

last winter, when three and a-half years old, they got

turnips, and were sent to market in April, when I obtained

from £26 to £27 per head for them in the years 1805 and

1806 ; beef was then about 7d. per pound for the very

best highlanders, and the ordinary short-horns not more

than 6d. per pound, or even less.

The land I name on Broadpool was rented in 1794 at

Is. per acre, and after partially sm-face drained was valued
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at 3s. per acre when sold at the highest time of the late

war, in 1806. The cattle did not cost keeping from half-

a-year old to two and a-half—two years—more than £3 per

head, as I kept 24 head of cattle there winter and summer,

besides the shepherd's cows, which he had the liberty to

keep for mowing the hay on 20 acres and winning it, and

attending to the cattle. When this small cost in rearing

cattle for two years is deducted from the price they w^ere

sold for, and their dams amply paying in milk and butter

for the land they went on, besides keeping their calves till

half-a-year old, the return for the next year (between 2J

and 3J) was ample at £3 to £4, leaving £20 for the last

winter's keep on turnips and straw, which shews what

such cattle may do. But in after years, when I ceased to

have this high lying land, and sold the cattle in May and

June off grass when three years old, at £37 per head, it

shews how much greater was the return. But beef then

rose to 12s. per stone in 1813, and the steers averaged 62

stones each, when under three years old, and their keep

till the last year did not cost me one-third of the price

they w^ere sold for, paying near £26 for the last year's keep

and above £20 for the winter's keep. I have given this

long detail, that breeders may see it was not by forced

keep the cattle, so bred, were made to be sold at high

prices, but that it was from the excellence of the breed.

It is necessary my readers should ever bear in mind, that

I have never at any time of my life kept my breeding cows

and young stock high, and only gave them when finishing

for the butcher such keep as they amply paid for. This

they did more than any cattle I could buy in to feed for

the butcher, and they would leave more profit or a greater
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return for the food consumed than any other cattle, not

my own breeding, would pay.

Stock that will not bear these tests ars ever unprofit-

able to the breeder, and this has injured, and too often

ruined breeders of short-horns, as dear bought experience

has proved to too many of them. Some of these men,

however, railed at me for not keeping my cattle better,

saying "persons could not judge of my cattle as I kept

them so poorly when young, while they, by giving their

calves wet-nurses, and afterwards high keep, shewed them

much forward." Now I have seen the end of many such,

who came at last to have no short-horns left worth looking

at, while mine have remained unimpared in constitution,

and kept on breeding. As a proof, I have now my 58th

Duchess since Mr. C. Colling's sale, besides many not

numbered, and scarcely ever keeping a cow over year,

when not in calf in the autumn. As a proof of this, I parted

with the grandam of Duke of Northumberland when three

years old, because she slipped her second calf. I made her

dry and sold her fat in two months afterwards. Several

others of the same age, of excellent quality, I similarly

disposed off, lest that complaint should again occur in my
herd, having had in 1804-5 a severe loss, by cows casting

their calf, when I used Mr. E. Colling's bull Stj^ford in

1804. Had I kept on such cows, my Duchess would far

have exceeded the number of 60 in the period from Mr. C.

Colling's sale in 1810; and yet, after all, where is there

one breeder of short-horns who can show one-tenth of the

number since that period, from the animals that were

bought at that sale 1 I doubt it much whether there are

ant/ now remaining, and if so, who has them, or where ai'e
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they to be found'? Not in Coates' Herd Book at least.

And would they not have been there had there been any 1

As to the Chilton herd, except it had been for the cross

with St. Albans,* where would any have been found?

Nowhere, except in the coarse ill-bred strain of Jupiter,

and his sons, Mars, &c., &c., whose progeny shewed

a character, as breeders, that it took even St. Albans to

restore. This was after Jupiter had been used on the

tender delicate Sir Oliver's progeny, and their relatives from

the St. John blood, where the delicacy commenced, and if

it was not forced keep that brought that delicacy on

—

what was it 1 That it became hereditary there can be no

doubt now ; but never before St. John's day did I ever hear

ofhereditary disease in cattle. I well remember in August,

1812, when Baroness, by St. John, the daughter of my first

Duchess, dropped down in the byer after milking, and never

rose again. I sent for a cow doctor (Mr. John Charlton, of

Heddon-on-the-Wall), and, on seeing her said, "this is what

I have met with before in cattle having the St. John's

blood, and I am certain that it is hereditary in that blood."

I had never heard of hereditary disease before in cattle,

and I laughed at the idea, but dear bought experience

convinced me of the reality, and many who had that blood

suffered the loss of thousands of pounds therefrom. This

* This was Mr. John Wood's bull (1412). The story is well

known, and I believe authentic, that Mr. Wood sold his bull to a

butcher to slaughter, and that some years after in looking over Mr.

Mason's farm he found a bull in a dark stall, and on looking at him

at onc3 recognized his old bull, which he supposed had been killed

long before, and to this bull the excellence of Mr. Mason's stock

afterwards was due. Mr. Mason bought him from the butcher, or

had sent the butcher to buy him from Mr. Wood.
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they have acknowledged to me, while there is the con-

fession made by St. John's owner, Mr. Mason, at his sale

in 1829, that he had lost more than twenty thousand

pounds by breeding short-horns, that could not by any

stratagem be evaded. Yet, strange to say, in this day,

after Sir Thomas Fairfax blood can no longer be bolstered

up as unsurpassable, the very dregs of Mr. Mason's herd are

brought forward and held up as non-suches ; or, to use

their own words, "proved by authority" the "invincible."

"Was ever one of that tribe heard of till Cassandra and

her produce were puffed up? Even Captain Shaftoe

himself was placed nowhere at the Highland Society's

Show, at Dumfries, in 1845, for a grandson of Duke of

Northumberland, Walton, obtained the highest premium,

and Mr. Jobson's bull, by second Duke of Northumberland,

was placed second. A painter, without principle, may

make the worst of animals to be all perfection to appear-

ance on canvas, when the animal itself is the very reverse,

of anything good whatever, and only the result of forced

feeding, which to the eye of a real judge, shews the

deficiency to be, altogether, the more glaring.

Now the value of pedigree depends not upon the

length of such pedigree, hut on the. length of time there had

been a succession of the best blood, without any inferior blood

intervening, in such succession. This can only be known

by those who have known all the various crosses there are

in any animal, and the blood or breeding of such from

their own knowledge of the tribes from which they came,

and how that produce bred again. There even the greatest

judgment is required, which nothing but a long experience

can give ; and, in the present day, there are few indeed
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who can give that proper information which is requisite to

decide with accuracy in all cases.

I have ever recorded the opinions of older breeders

than myself from 1782, on which I have exercised my own

judgment, and marked the results, which extended ex-

perience gave me, and as these have all agreed, after 65

years' experience, there is then no danger of eiTor.

I have made these remarks on the stocks of the Messrs.

R. and C. Colling, and shall now record my observations on

others. The late Mr. John Maynard, from whom Mr. C.

Colling obtained the predecessors of Comet, gave me

under his hand, dated the 13th of March, 1820, a state-

ment of many facts little known amongst breeders of

short-horns in this day. He remembered that tribe of

which he sold to Mr. C. Colling his cow Favourite and her

daughter, Strawberry, from the year 1750, now a century

ago, and he said the originals were great milkers. The

first three in succession had always to be milked before

calving. The distemper prevailed amongst cattle called

the murrain,"^ when he was a boy going to school, before

the year 1750, and he remembered some of his father's

cattle being sold which died of that distemper ; and also

that this complaint did not extend beyond the river Tees

to the northward, as there was a strong cordon drawn, and

a strict guard kept, that no cattle should pass the Tees.

He remembered besides that their servants conveyed the

cream across the Tees in a boat, and churned it on the

Durham side of the river, and then sent the butter to

• This was in fact the Rinderpest Cattle Plague of 1745, whioh

destroyed so many cattle in the North of England and all those in

in Cumberland.

—

Tlce A uthor.
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Darlington market, as no butter was allowed to pass the

Tees for that market. Mr. Maynard's father lived at

Eryholme adjoining the river Tees, and was thus enabled

to dispose of his butter.

These three generations of short-horns were, hefore

the cross hy Mr. Jolly's hull, bred, as I have before stated,

by Mr. Wm. Wastell, of Burdon; and his cow—daughter

to Jolly's bull—was called Strawberry, which gave a very

superior character to this tribe of short-horns. He then put

the Strawberry cow, so bred, to Mr. Jacob Smith's bull of

Givendale, near Boroughbridge ; this bidl was of a yellowish

red colour, with a white back, white face, and white legs

to the knee—but he knew nothing of his breeding—and

this again was put to Mr. Ralph Alcock's bull (bred by Mr.

Michael Jackson, Hutton Bonville, near Northallerton, the

pedigree of which cannot be traced). He was remarkable

for his handling, lively looks, and all his stock were like

himself. This was the cow Mr. Maynard sold to Mr. C.

Colling, the 30th September, 1786. She was then seven

years old, and the price was £30, and twelve shillings

was returned : her calf he was to take the next spring,

February 13th, 1787, and her price was to be ten guineas.

Mr. Maynard had an own sister to this calf, but it took

still more to its sire, called Dalton Duke (kept by Mr.

Maynard and Mr. Wetherall), which bull ^Iv. Maynard

(as well as the Messrs. Colling), described as a bad haired

bull, and bad handler. The year following (1787), Mr. C.

Collino: allowed Mr. Mavnard to send three of his best cows

to Hubback bull, and he had a bull calf—which partook of

Hubback's character—off one of them, and on putting

this bull, by Hubback, to StrawbeiTv's sister, the produce
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was quite the reverse to the dam, "taking Hubback's

character, and she was of a large frame, and was a great

feeder, and her handling good." I give this in Mr. Maynard's

own words, that it may be seen how great a change Hub-

back produced on this tribe of cattle ; for the sister to

Strawberry " had a thick skin, and was a hard handler,

her hair as strong as pig bristles, and was plain shaped,

and low sided," and being tired of keeping her, he sold her

to Mr. C. Mason in 1796, having put her dry to feed for

the butcher.

Messrs. Colling were both there at this time, on

their way from Northallerton fair, and they could not

think (so bad was she), that she could be a daughter of

Mr. C. Colling's Favourite cow ; but Mr. Maynard assured

me it was the case. Mr. C. Mason on buying her, put her

to Mr. C. Colling's bull. Favourite, and gave her the name

of Miss Lax. Mr. C. Mason's Lily was the produce, yet

she was far from being a good handler, and her hair was

thin and short, though she was always kept in the very

highest condition. !Mr. C. Mason's other cow, kept together

with Lily, in the same high condition, was named Fortune,

and in the Herd Book has the following pedigree, " bred

by Mr. C. Colling, calved in 1793, by Bolingbroke, dam

by Foljamb, g. d. by Hubback, gr. g. d. bred by Mr.

Maynard."

Now, I think it right here to state that both Mr.

Maynard and Mr. Charles Colling assured me that they

never had any bargain for a female short-horn, except the

cow and calf above stated. Knowing this fact from both

the above gentlemen, and having seen this pedigi-ee ex-

hibited, I mention it in order to prove the absolute
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necessity for all pedigi-ees intended for the Herd Book, to

have been proved before a Committee, for that purpose,

before it was published.

I named this to Mr. Jonas Whitaker, and three

other persons at Mrs. Wright's sale at Cleasby, in

1820. I then desired them to accompany me to Mr. C.

Colling, to ask him the question. They did accompany me,

and on naming it to Mr. C. Colling, and asking him what

cattle he ever bred of that pedigree, he said there could

be none so bred. He added that he sold Hubback and

Foljamb the same autumn, in 1787, before Foljamb was a

year old, and that he only had Favourite cow, bought of

Mr. Maynard, and by Hubback, in 1787, and on calving

had her and her daughter served by Foljamb, before he

left after being sold ; that no cow of Mr. Maynard's could

have both those crosses, Hubback and Foljamb. I told

the party that, if a Herd Book published all that

persons sent to the editor, it was of no value as a record,

and only would tend to deceive. Yet the Herd Book was

so published, and is, in consequence, of no value, and only

tends to deceive the ignorant, and mislead them, and it

can only end in injuring a cause it is presumed to benefit.

I had spent much time, and put myself to much

trouble and expense in order to furnish Mr. Coates with

materials, without which he could not have succeeded in

publishing the first Herd Book. I think it also right to state

that I procured from Mr. Alexander Hall the full pedigrees

of the Princess, or Wjniyard tribe of cattle, while he had

them in his possession, and also from John Chapman

(Mr. R. Colling's man ; Mr. R. Colling having died that

spring, and left no written dociTments of the pedigrees of
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his short-horns), as a letter from Mr. C. Colling to me

shows, which statements of John Chapman I had

repeatedly heard from Mr. R. Colling, and particularly on

the last occasion when I saw him in the autumn of 1819,

on returning from Mr. Witham's sale at Lartington.

In fact, Mr. Coates was influenced by parties who got

him to do whatever they pleased, to pufi" off their stock
;

but which statements ought never to have been entered

in the Herd Book. And, bu.t for my accompanying Mr.

Coates to Mr. C. Colling's, with the wiitten documents I had

l^reserved, given me by Mr. Colling some years before, and

knowing where he kept his memorandums, that they

might be referred to, the old pedigrees could not have

been obtained ; even some of these were altered by Mr.

Coates. On reminding him, when the Herd Book was

published, that Punch's pedigree and his sire's, which are

put down as having two crosses by the same bull—whereas

Mr. C. Colling positively told Mr. Coates, in my presence,

that neither he nor his brother ever put a daughter to her

sire till they used Favourite bull—Mr. Coates admitted

it, but said, " I had some good friends that had this blood,

and they wished to have good pedigrees to them."

I think it also my duty to state, that not only were

Lily and Fortune cows objectionable in their original

descent, but being kept too high in condition, or from

other causes, their constitutions were injured, and the

greatest losses were sustained by those who used that

objectionable blood through St. John bull and his descen-

dants. Sir OUver, Pope, Ladrone, &c., &c., &c. Nor can

any safely be had that it will not show itself in the progeny

however remote in degree,

H
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only introduced the Galloway Scotch blood, but the hard

fleshed Johanna tribe, which Mr. C. Colling hated, and he

never concealed from me his dislike to that hard flesh.

But their shape ran away with breeders who knew not the

estimable requisite—good handling, without which there

can be no good short-horns, however bred. Many

suppose, because others have asserted it, that Mr. C.

Colling introduced this cross to improve the short-horns,

when the very reverse is the case. It was accidental at

first, Mr. G. Coates having bought two Galloway hornless

Hed Scotch cattle for Colonel O'Callaghan.

In March, 1800, I purchased my first short-horn cows

of Mr. C. Colling, and agreed to give him the first 100

guineas he ever sold a cow for. He sold many afterwards,

however, for more money. One, own sister of the one I

bought in 1800, he sold in 1806 at 300 guineas, to General

Simpson, in Fifeshire. He let, when a calf, at the same

time. North Star, for two years, and received 200 guineas

for his use, although the General then had only a very few

cows to put to him, and he was going into a part of the

country where no rivalry could arise. The General would

never allow the bull to return, remitting 100 guineas

annually for his use. In this I think he was wrong, as

Mr. R. Colling had engaged the bull of his brother before

Mr. C. Colling's sale in 1810, before Comet was sold, and,

of course, relied on having him home that autumn, whereas

the General would not part with him, and he died the

following spring, at the General's, at 5 years old.

After the death of North Star, the owners of Comet

where off'ered 1500 guineas for him, though then turned 7

years old. Comet died in June, 1815. Mr, James Fawcett,
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of Scalby Castle, took a faithful likeness of Comet, which

I have here, the week before he died, on the memorable

18th of June, the battle of Waterloo. I had seen Comet

soon after his birth, and saw him for the last time the

week before his death, and although my Duchess 1st, bought

at Mr. C. Colling's sale in 1810, was by him, yet I have

ever considered Comet the worst blood that has been

in that valuable tribe of cattle. For, Mr. C. Colling always

said the Duchess cow he bought at Stanwick, was better

than any he ever bred from her, although put to his best

bulls, which improved all his other tribes of cattle. Even

Mr. Maynard's Favourite cow, bred to Hubback, was a

better female than she w^as herself. This Mr. C. Colling

has repeatedly acknowledged to me.

Mr. C. Colling never saw my Duchess tribe after his

sale in 1810, but I frequently told him that I had im-

proved gTeatly on Comet by the cross with my Ketton

bull (by Favourite, out of Duchess cow, by Daisy), the first

Duchess I bought of Mr. C. Colling in 1804. The grand-

daughter I bought at the sale at Ketton in 1810, at above

three times the price I paid for her dam six years before,

although she was not so good as her dam. That I have

greatly improved on the heifer I bought at the sale in 1810,

no one can deny who has seen the 58 Duchess females

descended from her, as recorded; but many I did not

enter in the Herd Book, when there were no descendants

from them. In nothing, however, do they more exceed

the original, than in the less consumption of food ; while

there is a considerably greater growth of carcase, and also

a larger supply of butter, though they give less milk than

my first Duchess, bought in 1804.
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MEMOIR OF MR. BATES,
WITH HIS PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND RECOLLECTIONS DURING

HIS PURSUIT OF AGRICULTURE, AND MORE ESPECIALLY

IN REGARD TO HIS PURE HERD OF SHORT-HORNS.

PART I.

Scientific Breeding ; a Newspaper Critique ; what does it all mean ?

or what is it all about ?—Mr. Bates's Early Life ; where and when
Bom ; from whom Descended; had Feeble Health in Early Years;

where Educated—Mr. Bates, when young, elected to enter the

. Church, but his father, though a good Churchman himself, had

(for reasons given) great repugnance to his son's wish—Mr. Bates's

Schoolfellows and Fellow-Students, and with whom he formed a

life-long Friendship—The Blayney Family—The Family Estate

left to a Stranger in blood.

" On "Wednesday, there was sold at Willis's Rooms a

collection of articles, first-rate productions in their way,

and the result of extreme industry and skill. Twelve sold

for £6,510

—

i.e., for an average of £542 10s. each. Five

sold for £1,699 10s.

—

i.e., for an average of £339 18s. each.

The average of the whole 17 was £481 3s. each. What

could these hel First-class pictures'? Works of "high

arti" Mosaics? Manuscripts? They lived and breathed

!

They were short-horned cattle. The twelve were cows,

and the five bulls. They were animals of a noble race.

The catalogue is like a bit from the " Peerage," giving the

pedigree of each Grand Duchess or Grand Duke for a dozen

or more generations. ^Ii. Betts, of Preston Hall, Kent,
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has secured the whole herd of " Grand Duchesses." The

" Grand Dukes" are separated; the grandest of all passing,

for 600 guineas, to the Duke of Devonshire. The splendour

of such an event almost pales the strongest blaze that can

be got up by agricultural societies. There is no such tei-:fc

of value, no such triumph of enterprize in that which is

obtained, without shows, and judges, and prizes, in the

auction room. Here is a plain commercial proof of what

can be done, and how far we have advanced upon our

forefathers in the matter of kine. But it also proves the

difficulty of the work; the necessity of science, and the

need of agriculturists educated for their profession. One

is almost tempted to ask whether, with such splendid

inducements, and such a reality of success, anything re-

mains to be done by societies. But the trnth is, it is the

breeders of these magnificent animals which must invite

every aid which can raise the science of husbandry.

Associations have confessedly done much, and are doing

much, though apt to try more than they do. They create

the taste and skill which appreciate their useful prodigies.

They have raised the farmer, who selects the right breed

and gives it the right food. Just nov\', such a society,''' one

of the oldest in the kingdom, is holding its anniversary,

with very little pomp or show, in the province of one of

our favourite breeds, in the city of Hereford, and, even by

the side of the real work at Willis's rooms, its quiet

routine is not altogether uninteresting, &c."t

* The Bath and Vfest of England.

+ Leading article in the Times newspaper, Friday, 9th June,

1865. The remainder of the article is very instructive on the state

of agricultural education, &c.
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Any reference to the early life of Mr. Bates, or to his

private family affairs, may appear to have no connexion

with the subject of the history of improved short-hoiiis

;

but it seems very difficult to arrive at a due appreciation

of the manner in which his herd of improved short-horn

cattle was created and maintained in its merits, without,

at the same time, considering briefly the various positions

in which Mr. Bates was placed, and the talent, education,

and study that he devoted to produce the results, as

chronicled by the above article in the Times. To do this

will no doubt be more especially interesting as rural affairs,

and the merits of live stock, were not with Mr. Bates an

early or natural taste. To understand what he accom-

plished in perpetuating, if not in perfecting, a race of

cattle, the mind cannot but frequently recur to the Author

of the work, and therefore I may be excused, if excuse

were needed, for refen-ing to his early years and education,

and, also, in a cursory way, to the state of agriculture in

his native district, and to the connexions and friendships

with which he started in life, when he had once devoted

himself to agricultural pursuits. A Memoir, with a

Portrait, of Mr. Bates, appeared in the Farmers' Magazine,

for January, 1850, in which there was given an interesting

and accurate account of many parts of his life, and exertions

in agricultural improvements. To this I shall, however,

refer hereafter.

Mr. Bates was born in Northumberland, in 1775.

His father's family had long been settled in the valley of

the River Tyne, or, as it is called by the inhabitants,

in Tyneside, at Ovington Hall. Thomas Bates, a younger

son of the family, for many years represented Moi'peth in
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Parliament, in the reigns of Queens Mary and Elizabeth, he

having been the first M.P. for that borough. He was also

at that time supervisor of the royal estates in Northumber-

land, and the lands of the dissolved ecclesiastical bodies

;

and, as a reward for his zeal and ability, he obtained grants

from the crown of estates, which have continued in the

possession of his descendants. The family held consider-

able property at Horsley, and elsewhere, under the Earls

of Northumberland, by the military tenures ; but the

services and uncertain feudal payments became so op-

pressive that they were induced, shortly before military

tenures were abolished, in the reign of Charles II., to

accept leases, which at first were for lives, and then for

years, and, finally, under the Duke of Somerset, who had

obtained by marriage the Northumberland estates, the

lands were let to the highest bidders, by proposals or

offers in writing,'"^ and then John Bates, the grandfather

of Mr. Bates, left the estate, and lived at Aydon, near

Corbridge, an estate which he inherited from his maternal

grandfather, John Cook, one of the family of Cook, of

Blakemoor, Northumberland. Henry Cook, the uncle of

John Bates, was fellow and tutor of Christ's College,

* Since the above was written, my attention has been called by

the proceedings of Mr. Stuart Mill and land law reformers, to the

operation of this Act of Parliament on the landed property in the

kingdom. The militia for the county of Northumberland was, until

1769, raised by the landowners, and the introduction of the ballot

occasioned the Hexham riots in that year, when upwards of eighty

were killed and wounded, and an officer and several soldiers of the

North Yoik militia. The workpeople did not object to the militia,

but they objected to compulsory service in it by ballot, Only one

person refused to accept leases, and his lands have continued in the

possession of his descendants.
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Cambridge. He had a promise from the mifoi'tiiuate

Earl of Derweutwater, of Dilston, who was his father's

friend and neighbour, of the presentation to the rectory

of Simonburn, in North Tynedalc, a vakiable Uving

extending for above thirty miles. The Htigation respect-

ing the tythes in this parish, with the celebrated Dr.

Scott, is not yet forgotten in the district. The law

was clearly in favour of the rector for all the tythes he

claimed, but the inhabitants could not understand why

they should pay tythes which had never been paid ; and

they even burnt the rector's tythe bam, and the produce

that he had taken in kind. Happily, this subject of dispute

in parishes has been put an end to by legislation, although

this was not done till nearly fifty years after the commu-

tation had been urged by George CuUey and John Bailey

in their Reports, and afterwards proposed by Mr. Pitt,

when prime minister.

The Rev. Hemy Cook attracted many students from

Northumberland to Christ's College, and for many years

it was a favourite college in the Northern Counties. Dr.

Barker, a relative of the Cook famil}", was for many years

the master. Mrs. Barker was grandmother of Mr. J. Moore

Bates, whose son, the Rev. William Bates, D.D., became

fellow and tutor, and succeeded Mr. Bates's friend, the

Rev. Bernard Gilpin, in the college living of Burnham

Westgate, in Norfolk.

Mr. John Bates, to judge from his library, must have

had a superior classical and mathematical education and

at one period of his life was extensively engaged in agri-

culture on his own estate, and the estate of Thoniborough,

near Corbridge, which belonged to the Earl of Dcrwent-
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water, and passed in his attainder to the Commissioners of

the Greenwich Hospital. ^Ir. John Bates was much con-

sulted by the government officers who were sent to take

possession of and manage the estate, which was finally

settled on the Greenwich Hospital. As an acknowledge-

ment for his services, he was olfered a lease of the Dilston

estate for his eldest son, George Bates, who, having been

educated at the Grammar School of Newcastle-on-Tyne,

then in great repute, could not be prevailed on to follow

the professional life for which he was intended, but devoted

himself to agiicultural pursuits. Mr. Geo. Bates married

in 1769, at St. Chads, Shi-ewsbury, Diana, the youngest

daughter of Thomas Moore, or More, of the More, in Shrop-

shire, by his wife Ann, youngest daughter of Henry

Blayney, Esq.,* of Gregynog in Montgomeryshire. John

Moore Bates was the eldest son of the marriage.

Ai-thur Blayney, the grandson of Henry, the pro-

prietor of the ancient estate, and his sisters were un-

married, and advanced in years ; while, of their numerous

cousins, two only were married, one to Mr. Thomas, of

Aston, in Shropshire, who had only one daughter, after-

* Heury Blayney was the son of Sir Arthur Blayney, and

Joyous, daughter of John Blayney, one of the Knights of the

intended order of the Royal Oak as a reward for their loyalty to the

crown ; Sir Arthur was second son of Edward, first Lord Blayney by

Ann, daughter of Adam Loftus, Archbishop of Dublin, and Lord

Chancellor of Ireland, and the founder and first Provost of Trinity

College, Dublin. Adam Loftus belonged to the ancient family of

Loftus, of Swinehead, in Yorkshire, and having distinguished himself

at Tiinity College, Cambridge, he attracted the notice of Queen

Elizabeth, who sent him to Ireland as Chaplain to the Earl of Essex.

The Wollesley family are descendants of Ann Loftus, by her first

marriage v/ith Sir George CoUey, or Cowley, of Edenderry.
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wards married to Sir Cholmondley Edwardes, Bart., of

Frodesley, Shropshire, and Mrs. Bates. The succession to

the estates rested between the descendants of Mrs. Thomas

and Mrs. Bates. As there were no relations in Wales in

the male line, it was arranged, at the request of Mr.

Blayney and his sisters, that, if the second child of Mrs.

Bates was a son, he should be called Arthur Blayney.

Mr. Bates was this child, and as he was a very weakly

child, and not expected to live, he was baptized and

received the name of Thomas from parties to whom the

above arrangement was unknown. The name could not be

altered afterwards, when he was christened. Arthur

Blayney was his godfather. This gentleman's portrait

hung in the dining room at Kirklevington.

Mr. Bates had very feeble health in his early years,

and had the constant care of his aunt, Miss Joyous Moore,

formerly of Millichope, in Shropshire, whose fortune he

inherited.

The two brothers were sent to the Haydon Bridge

School, of which the Rev. Mr. Hall was master. At a

time when all journeys were made on horseback, the local

schools were of greater importance than at the present

day, and Haydon Bridge School for many years had a

very great repute, and was attended by the sons of the

neighbouring gentlemen. Mr. Hall had been a fellow of

St. John's College, Cambridge. His brother, Dr. Hall, was

provost of Trinity College, Dublin, and Bishop of Dromore.

They had been educated at the Grammar School of

Newcastle-on-Tyne. Among other pupils at that time

were the sons of Mr. Tweddell, of Threepwood, who were

distinguished scholars at Cambridge. The charge was 25
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guineas a year for board and tuition, which may now appear

a very small sum, but it was more than the charge at Eton

at the same period. Mr. Bates very early elected to enter

the Church, and it was intended that he should proceed to

Eton. Mr. Hall was very anxious that so promising a

pupil should proceed to the university, being very confident

that he would obtain distinction there. The state of the

Church in the North, at that period, was at a very low ebb

indeed: the few benficies worth having were held by

absentees, and the small livings and curacies were served

by persons who, even when of respectable conduct, were so

impoverished, that their social condition was really a dis-

o-race to the nation. There was also at that time much

litigation respecting the tythes.

Mr. Geo. Bates had many relations in the Church, and

was a good churchman himself, but he had a great repug-

nance to his son entering the Church, and wished him to

follow a country life, and the elder son went from Haydon

Bridge to Bichmond, in Yorkshire, where there was then

a celebrated grammar school, under the Bev. Mr. Temple.

Here he had for co-pupils, and made lasting friendships

with Mr. John Hutton, of Marske, a well-known agricul-

turist and improver of his large estates, and also the

Bev. James Tate, who afterwards became the master of

the school, and canon of St. Paul's Cathedral. Mr. Bates

went to Witton-le-Wear, in the County of Durham, to a

school of which Mr. Farrer was head master. Some of the

letters of Mr. Bates, from Witton, to his father are still

in existence, and they show that his studies and pursuits

were all with reference to the Church. A gentleman, to

whom Mr. Bates introduced me, at Darlington, as a school-
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fellow, told me, however, that Mr. Bates was not like other

boys ; he never joined in their play, but would sit for hours

in the churchyard with a book. He was soon at the head

of the school, and contracted a lasting friendship with Mr.

.Farrer and his family, and also with the Rev. George

Newby, the tutor, and afterwards the head master of the

school. After leaving Witton, Mr. Bates, who had passed

through the usual course of classical and mathematical

study, was a student in the university of Edinburgh, where

he subsequently studied in 1809-10-11, diu-ing the winter

season. Mr. Bates also frequently visited, and passed much

time at Gregpiog, with Mr. Bla^Tiey. The pedigi-ee of

the Blayney family, as was formerly usual in the old Welsh

houses, was painted on the walls of the dining room at

Gregynog, but if Mr. Bates then obtained any impressions

about family pedigrees, he paid no attention to them in

later life. No Welshman, however, could have devoted

more attention to pedigree and family than Mr. Bates did

to his favourite cattle.

The memory of Mr. Bla^mey is still revered in the

Welsh border, and probably the best account of his character

is that given by his friend, Philip Yorke, Esq., in his

*' Koyal Tribes of Wales" (p. IGl), much of which was

very applicable to Mr. Bates in his pergonal habits and

pursuits. Mr. Yorke says of Arthur Blayney, that "in his

temper he was constitutionally warm. What tiiie Welsh-

man is otherwise 1 His resentments, generally well founded,

were consequently strong, and sometimes permanent. He

could forgive an injury, but his confidence once forfeited,

it was nearly iiTxpossible to retrieve."

The resemblance of Mr. Bates to the poi-trait of Mr.
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Jjlaynev was generally remarked. Mr. Blayney died on

the 1st October, 1795, at the age of 85 years, bemg the

same day on which Mr. Bakewell died.*

The Misses Blavnev left leo'acies to Mr. Bates, and

much surprise was felt that Mr. Blayney, disregarding all

his long expressed opinions and feelings, had, by his will,

made shortly before his death, left the ancient estates of

his family, which were of very large value, to Lord Tracey,

a stranger in blood. Tiiey afterwards passed, by marriage,

to Lord Sudeley. There was no male representative of

this ancient family, except the Lord Blayney in Ireland.

^Irs. Bates, and her cousin, Sir Cholmondely Edwardes, of

Shrewsbury, were the co-heirs. Mr. George Bates could

not be prevailed on to dispute the will. Mr. Bates

proba])ly felt disappointed, but he never mentioned Mr.

Blayney, except as to the coincidence of his death with

^[v. Bakewell, and as being his godftither.

* The Gentleman's Magazine, 1795, page 881, in the obituary of

remarkable persons, has the following notice :

—" At Gregynog, in

Montgomeryshire, in his 81st year (85 really), Arthur Blayney, Esq.

This worthy gentleman, for he was very properly styled, ' The father

of Montgomeryshire,' was the common friend of the poor and dis-

tressed, and his death will be long and deeply lamented in his own

neighbourhood, and in the adjoining parishes around his mansion.

By his unremitting exertions and most libei-al assistance he has

given a new face to the snrroundiug country. His tenantry will

have great cause to lament his death ; for he has not raised the rent

of his farms for more than forty years. The great road, the canal^

the church, will be lastin^' monuments of his perseverance and public-

spirit. Fe was buried in Tregynew churchyard, the family vault

having been stopped up several years since by his order, from a dis-

like be had to interment in churches, and by his express desire the

funeral was very private." The notice of Mr. Bakewell, is at 971 of

the same volume.
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PART II.

Mr. Bates's Agricultural Career began at Aydon Castle—The Fami-

lies of Surtees, Bates, and Cook, and the intimacy of the Culleys

with Mr, John Bates and his Sons—Mr. George Culley and Arthur

Young—Teeswater Landowners and Occupiers ; their character,

and Mr. George Bates's intimacy with them—The Messrs. Culley,

Mr. George Bates, and Major Surtees—Messrs. Culley' s Kent

£10,000 a-year—Mr. George Culley's judgment criticised, but not

weakened—Mr. Bates a visitor to, but not a pupil of, Mr. George

Culley, who, however, ultimately became the model agriculturist

whom Mr. Bates followed—Mr. George Culley died in 1817—Mr.

Bates began Farming before of age ; his eai-nestness, energy,

and successful treatment of different soils—Secret Tenders in

Letting Farms; when inaugurated—Tyneside Farmers in 1800

and their Short-horn Cattle—Mr. Jobling, of Styford, Mr. Wastell,

Messrs. Colling, and Mr. Donkin, of Prudhoe—What Landowners

had the best breeds of Cattle—Mr. Bates enters upon Halton

Castle, and his surrounding Influences—Mr. Bates and the "Won-

derful Ox," and Mr. Maynard's Steers and Heifers—Kyloes in

Northumberland ; their handling and fatting nature as a pure

breed, and when crossed with Short-horns—Weights of remarkable

Oxen—Mr. Harbottle on Mr. Bates's Beef as sent to the Smithfield

Club Dinner—Mr. George Culley and Mr. Bailey on Agricultural

Societies—Mr. John Grey's (Dilston) Assumptions.

We now come to the beginning of the agricultural

career of Mr. Bates, which began with his agricultural

education on the farm of Ayclon Castle, which adjoined the

estate of Aydon White House. For a few years the

managment and conducting of the farm was left almost en-

tirely to Mr. Bates. Here some other names, well known in

connection with improved agriculture, and agricultural

literature, must be introduced. Matthew and Geo. Culley,

were the sons of a gentleman of good landed estate at

Denton-on-the-Tees, in the County of Durham. Their

mother was Eleanor, daughter of EdAvard Surtees, Esq., of
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Mainsforth, iu that county, a family well known as that of

the learned historian of that county.

There had been several marriages between the families

of Surtees, Bates, and Cook, and a great intimacy existed

between the Culley family and Mr. John Bates and his

sons. Geo. Culley was an intimate friend of Mr. Bake-

well, and had spent a year at Dishley. George Culley and

Mr. Bakewell were constant correspondents, and frequently

made agricultural tours together. Mr. Geo. Culley was

a friend and frequent correspondent of Arthur Yoiuig, and

contributor to the "Annals of Agriculture." Matthew

Culley married Elizabeth Bates, a cousin of Mr. Geo. Bates.

The valley of the Tees contained in the last century,

a large number of landowners and occupiers who were

second to none in the kingdom for their knowledge and

practice of rural affairs, and Mr. Geo. Bates had an

intimate acquaintance or friendship with the most eminent

of them ; and all improvements, both in stock-breeding

and cultivating the soil, were soon copied or rivalled by

an equally educated and intelligent class upon Tyneside,

where there was much land specially adapted to the

growth of turnips and green crops, the cultivation of which

was very early introduced there, while the feeding of stock

was much stimulated by the great demand at Newcastle

for supplying the shipping and coal works.

The Messrs. Culley were frequent visitors to Mr.

George Bates, and Major Surtees,* of Newbiggin, near

* This gentleman commanded the Northumbei-land Militia in

suppressing the Lord George Gordon riots in London, and was a

correspondent of Arthur Young, and devoted much attention to the

improvement of his woodlandfs.

I
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Hexham, and they there saw the success of the turnip

cultivation in Tyneside, which induced them to endeavour

to obtain the Dilston estate, which Mr. John Bates had

declined. Ultimately, however, they settled, in 1767, at

Fenton, in the Tweedside district, and they very soon

extended their agricultural occupations, until they paid

above £10,000 a year rent. In this business pursuit they

added very largely to their fortunes, and when they gave up

business, Matthew retired to the Copeland Castle estate,

where his descendants 'now reside, his grandson having

served the office of Sheriff for the County of Northumber-

land, while George Culley retired to Fowberry Tower, and

his gi'eat grandson was Sheriff.

As a matter of business aiTangement between the

brothers, George Culley undertook the buying of the stock,

and the selling of the produce of their farms, and a very

full occupation it must have been. Besides the cattle and

sheep which they bred, George Culley yearly purchased

at Yarm fair, large droves of oxen for working purposes,

of which they usually kept 150, and fatted them off after

two or three years' work.

Mr. Culley's judgment has frequently been the subject

of captious criticism and denunciation. A modern school

of short-horn breeders, indeed, apparently wish to ignore

altogether the principle, before mentioned, of handling, as

laid down by Mr. Culley. They must, however, recollect

that Mr. Culley was speaking with the experience of a man

in the daily practice of buying and feeding cattle, and,

therefore, he was able to test the feeding qualities of his

herds. He was not writing to elevate one class of breeders

above another, or to serve the pui-poses of any school of
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breeders, or the sale of their herds. Mr. Culley in his

writings did full justice to the various Scotch breeds, and

their value in the London markets, and he states that many

polled cattle were good handlers and great feeders.

Mr. Bates was not a pupil of George Culley ; but he

paid him long visits, and was in constant intercourse with

him, and familiar with the state and management of

Fenton, Wark, and their other farms, and no doubt profited

much by Mr. Culley's instructions. Mr. Culley was,

indeed, his model, and the person he looked up to for all

agricultural improvements. The only point on which Mr.

Bates did not agree with Mr. Culley, was respecting short-

horn cows, Mr. Culley having the very usual impression

that large milkers or good dairy cows were often not good

grazers or feeders, and Mr. Bates's frequent reference to

the dairy'qualities of his short-horn stock combated the

opinion of Mr. Culley. Mr. George Culley died in 1817.

I now return to Mr. Bates. Before he was twenty-one

he became tenant of his father, on the estate of Park End in

Wark Eeles or Islands, in the vale of North Tyne. The

rent was nominal, and the estate consisted partly of a

considerable portion of Haugh or Holme land near the river,

which had formed islands and was frequently flooded by

the river, and partly of some allotments of common. Mr.

Bates soon showed his aptitude for farming and improving

land, by the progress of the agriculture on the estate.

He embanked the haugh from the river, being the first work

ofthat sort on the Tyne. He planted the hill sides, drained

all that required it, took up the old fences and planted

fresh ones, and collected the water and drove the thrash-

ing machine according to Mr. Bailey's plan in the '^ Survey

i2
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of Northumberland." Mr. Bates was engaged here until

the year 1800, when the fiirms of the Halton Castle estate

became vacant. Halton Castle had been some years in

the occupation of Mr. Thos. Bates, the brother-in-law of

Mr. Matthew Culley, with another farm occupied by

Messrs. Bell. 'Mi\ Thomas Bates had retired to his

estate at Brunton, near Chollerford, North Tyne, which,

however, he afterwards sold to Henry Tulip, Esq., and

then purchased a more extensive estate at Akeld, near

Wooler, adjoining the estate of Copeland Castle. Mr.

Thos. Bates Tas a well known agriculturist, and when at

Halton Castle had numerous pupils, especially from the

border counties, and among others, Mr. Thos. Scott, of

Leitham, near Jedburgh, a gentleman well known and much

I'espected on the Scotish Border, and a very successful

stock farmer both on the borders and in the highlands of

Scotland.

The practice of letting farms by secret proposals,

it may be here remarked, was never a favourite one with

agriculturists, and it is reprobated in the " Survey of Nor-

thimiberland," (page 25). The system was introduced

into the North of England by the Greenwich Hospital

Commissioners, and it was considered by them to be the

proper mode of letting what were, in fact, the public lands.

The farms of Halton Castle contained about 800 acres,

some of which was valuable old grass land. Much against

the wish of his father, who advised him to be satisfied with

his own estate of Park End, Mr. Bates offered for the Halton

Castle estate, and was the highest bidder by about .£125 a

year, for a 21 years' lease. He now had ample scope for his

exertions, and threw himself with energy into his work.
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He at once drained the greater part of it on the Elkington

principle, with drains that were often ten feet deep. It

may be here questioned, whether the practice of draining

has been improved by the modern usage of putting in

drains at a uniform depth, generally of four feet, and at a

uniform distance, without much reference to the nature of

the land, or the sources of the water. The Elkington

principle, for which the Government granted <£1 0,000, was

to carefully study the nature of the soil and strata, and

to cut off by drains the springs and flow of water. The

drains were often more expensive than the modern tile

drains, but then every drain was of use. Whereas in the

"thorough" draining, a large per centage -of the pipes veiy

often never contained water at all. Lime, which was

abundant on the estate, was very extensively used after

draining.

In 1800 the agriculturists in Tyneside, and other

parts ot Northumberland, were amongst the most eminent

in the kingdom, and nowhere had the breeds of stock been

more improved, or more numerous herds exhibited. The

first volumes of the Herd Book shows that most of the

best animals had been located in Northumberland. The

Leicester sheep, introduced by George Culley and his

friends, had superseded the old " Mugs," and were kept a

pure breed. The practice of crossing with the Cheviot

had not been introduced.

Mr. Thomas Jobling, of Styford, and other members

of his family, had long been well know^l as agTiculturists,

and had early obtained bulls from Mr. Wastell, and others,

on the Tees, and afterwards from the Messrs. Colling, and

had a breed which was long considered one of the best in
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the North, and Messrs. Colling often obtained animals from

him. Bolingbroke (86), the sire of Favourite (252), was

long stationed at Styford, and his stock being known by

their white faces and red bodies, much resembling the

Herefords in colour. Styford and Daisy bulls had also

been used by Mr. Thomas Jobling,

Mr. Donkin, of Sandhoe, near Hexham, had also a

good herd. His uncles, as stated by Arthur Young, intro-

duced the drill system for turnips, having practised it

in Yorkshire. The Angus family, at Hindley, were the

owners of a good herd. Geo. Gibson, Esq., of Stagshaw

Close House, Sir William Loraine, Bart., of Kirk Harle,

and numerous other landowners and occupiers, were

possessed of the best improved breeds of cattle and sheep.

The Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital were the owners

of many of the best farms in Tyneside, and under the able

and liberal management of Mr. Lockyer, the secretary,

were foremost in all the improvements of the district.

Their income from land and mines was above £130,000 :

and chiefly by Mr. Lockyer's exertions, the turnpike roads

along both sides of the river Tyae, and to Alston, were

made. The Greenwich Hospital, in common with other

landoTVTiei-s, felt the impulse of the large increase of rents,

from improved cultivation and stock, and the French

War ; and on their estates and nearly all others, the old

farm houses and buildings v.-ere soon replaced by extensive

and often massive stone buildings covered with blue slates.

The Greenwich Hospital estate probably suffered from the

want of a resident owner. The mining income was so

large that the landed estate was often a secondary matter,

the smaller tenants were chiefly employed in conveying
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the lead from the mines to the shipping places. The

head agents or commissioners generally were not conver-

sant with estate management. Smeaton, the engineer of

the Eddystone lighthouse, and also the gi-eat tunnel in the

lead mines, was long a commissioner. But this defect in

the management of the landed property was sought to be

remedied by having local agents or bailiffs, who were

selected from the leading agriculturists of the district.

Mr. Wm. Jobling, of Newton Hall, whose son, Cresswell

Jobling, was many years Chairman of the Quarter Sessions

of the county, was bailiff for the Corbridge district, and

was succeeded by Mr. Anthony Wailes. Mr. Coates, of

Lipwood, and Mr. Sample, were the bailiffs for the Haydon

Bridge and South Tyne districts, and Mr. Thos. Ridley

for the North Tyne and hill districts. These gentlemen

were well known agriculturists, and also considerable

landowners, and the other districts had bailiffs of the same

class.

Mr. Bates, on entering upon Halton Castle estate, had

plenty of good agriculture to copy from, and compete with.

He obtained many excellent cattle from his father; and

also the best class of the improved Leicester sheep. He

also obtained some Clevelandbay horses, which at that period

had attained great perfection on Tyneside.* The swine,

and even poultry, did not escape his attention, but it was

* This most valuable breed of horses is, I believe, now quite

extinct in Northumberland. They were all bays, and the old breed

had generally white faces, and white lee;s, but, afterwards they were

pure bay, without white. No sire was considered pure bred that

produced a foal not all bay, whatever might be the colour or breed

of the dam. The last, I believe, of the breed were taken by Mr.

Edward Bates to Germany.
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to his herd of cattle that he devoted his greatest attention.

He bought cows of Messrs. Colling in 1800, but I can find

no record of them. On his Park End farm, in North

Tyne, he had established a herd principally selected from

his father's stock ; and he purchased the Daisy bull (186),

from Mr. Thomas Jobling, for 30 guineas, and in 1804, he

bought the first Duchess, as before mentioned. I have

never heard the particulars respecting the purchase of her

daughter, but no doubt Mr. Bates purchased her, and Mrs.

C Colling's surprise at obtaining 100 guineas for the cow

was so great, that she immediately suspected they must

be worth far more money, and wished to cancel the sale,

especially, when she found that Mr. Bates attached so much

importance to the Duchess blood. It may be remarked

that this lady took a leading part in the management of the

herd.

R. (fe C. CuUey were the sons of a farmer, near

Darling-ton, in the County of Durham, and who do not

appear to have been educated beyond the ordinary rules.

Robert, it is said, had originally been intended for trade,

Charles was, however, a man of superior intelligence, and

mixed in good society, and was usually looked up to in the

County. He had also been a pupil and friend of Mr. Bake-

well. They had received great attention and kindness

from George CuUey. Their portraits were painted on the

same picture, and certainly do not give the idea of very

intellectual men. Mr. Bates, when very young, became a

frequent visitor at their farms, and knew every animal in

their herd, from his connexion with the Messrs. CuUey.

Messrs. Colling were always most kind and attentive.

Mr. Bates, when very young, generally attended Darling-
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ton great markets, always held on Mondays, and he

generally visited from the Saturday night to Monday with

Messrs. Collings, or Mr. Mason at Chilton. Mr. Bates had

seen the travelling (or Wonderful) Durham ox, bred by

Mr. C. Colling, and the white heifer of Mr. R. Colling, so

often mentioned in accounts of short-horns, but the roan

heifer of the Duchess blood attracted the attention of Mr.

Bates more than the other two, and this, no doubt, made

him resolve to have that blood if he could obtain it. It

was at the great Darlington market, on the 1st Monday in

March, 1799, that the attention of Mr. Bates was drawn

to this heifer. This market was attended by all the leading

country gentlemen and agriculturists, and the winter fed

cattle where then exhibited for sale, and great rivalry

existed in the display of cattle. I have often heard of the

annual display of the stock of Mr. Maynard, of Eryholme

who generally exhibited 8 steers, and 8 heifers, opposite

the King's Head Inn. The wonderful ox was the great

sight in this year. But Mr. Bates has recorded in his

writings how he thrice met Mr. Thompson, a well known

judge of stock from Northumberland, by the roan heifer.

The West Highland cattle or kyloes were grazed in

large numbers in Northumberland, and every year the

Messrs. Magnay, Armstrong, and other extensive dealers,

took numerous droves through the county to the South

of England. Mr. Moorhouse, who lived near Skipton, in

Yorkshire, also imported largely ; and under the direction

of Mr. Bates he purchased heifers from Mr. McDougal, of

Lome, and other well known gentlemen in the West High-

lands, who had paid great attention to their native breed.

The hair, handling and aptitude to fatten of the best
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class of West Highland cattle is well known, but Mr. Bates

was the first person to try the cross between the best short-

horn bulls and the best West Highlanders, which he called

an improved breed of cattle ; and I have been informed

that he entertained the plan of establishing a new breed

of cattle, to be perpetuated by breeding from the cross

bred cattle. But he never kept any cross bred bulls. Many

of these cross bred cattle obtained a great size, with great

aptitude to fatten. Two remarkable oxen of this class were

fed by him and exhibited, in February, 1808, at Newcastle-

on-Tyne, for the benefit of the Infimiary, and were

slaughtered in that to^-n. The w^eight of one of these

was, fore quarters, 51st. 131bs. ; hind quarters, 45st. 21bs.

;

tallow, Ust. lOlbs. ; hide, 6st. 121bs.—118st. 91bs., of

141bs. to the stone, and it was sold by Mr. Wm. Robson,

the chief butcher in the town, for £75 7s. 5d. The portraits

of these oxen, one white, and the other brindled, hung in

the dining room at Kirklevington. The prints were for

many years to be found among those of celebrated cattle,

and at the foot were the particulars of the dimensions of

them. This was then considered a new era in cattle

breeding, as it was the first attempt at cross breeding, and

the success attracted the attention of the agiicultural

societies in all parts of the kingdom.

Mr. George Harbottle, who had left Anick Grainge,

near Hexham, for a large farm near Henley-on-Thames,

and who afterwards went to Russia as agent to Prince

Demidoff, relates in the following letter the attention paid

to this class of breeding by the original Smithfield Club,

of which Lord Somerville, a well known agriculturist, was

president :—
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"London, 2nd March, 1808.—My Dear Sir,—Having

had the honour of a card to Lord Somei-ville's Annual

Dinner, which was held yesterday, at the Freemason's

Tavern, I was agreeably surprised to hear from his

Lordship, that a piece of your fat ox had been on the

table; and persuming you would be gratified on hearing

the reception it met with, I am induced to address a few

lines to you on the occasion. After disposing of the prizes,

his Lordship begged leave to inform the company that a

piece of beef, of the crossed breed (describing it) had that

day been on the table. The gentleman, he said, he had

not the pleasure of knowing, but it was obligingly sent by

a Mr. Bates, of Northumberland, remarking as he had

said before he had not the pleasure of knowing him, yet,

he trusted the gentlemen present would join him in

drinking Mr. Bates's health. This was received w^ith un-

usual approbation, and without flattering, I assure you

I was not the most silent with my knuckles on the table

on the cccasion. The beef was not on the table where I

sat, consequently I am unable to tell you how it ate. The

party to dinner amounted to about 400, Lord Somerville

in the chair, and at his right hand was the Duke or

Clarence, and amongst others I noticed the Duke of Bed-

ford, Sir J. Sinclair, Sir Thomas Seabright, Sir Thomas

Carr, &c., &c. These gentlefolks were at a cross table at

the head of the room, and the rest of the company were

disposed in four tables down the room. The show was

inferior to what I have seen. The Duke of Bedford won

the 1st prize for the best Devon ox. The names of the

other gentlemen, who won the other prizes, I do not

recollect, except the Earl of Bridgewater, who has a silver
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cup for the best pen of five Southdown doe hoggs. Sir H.

Vane showed a very good Highland stot. Amongst the

other beasts there was nothing particular, except the

carcase of a three shear Leicester wether, which weighed

1851bs."

Agricultural societies, for various purposes and objects,

have, no doubt, long existed. George Culley, in writing

of them, in 1797, in the "Survey of Northumberland,"

says, "There never was any agricultural society in this

county ; and, if any ever had existed, it probably would

have been soon dissolved, if we may judge from the ex-

periments that have been made in some neighbouring-

districts, where we find that after a few years' continuance,

they have been given up ; but whether from a radical

defect in the institutions, the non-attendance and indiffer-

ence of members, or the injudicious distribution of 2)rizeSf

we are not prepared to say ; but think that public farms

are much more likely to promote improvements in the

science of agriculture."

Mr. Bailey, in his " Survey of Durham," enumerates

the aoricultural societies in the north. The Countv of

Durham Society has been referred to, and the Eusheyford

Society, near where Mr. Mason lived, had, perhaps, rules

more likely to be of permanent value than any other-

The Tyneside Society was established in 1804, and Mr.

Bates took an active part in promoting its success. He

was a large exhibitor at the shows. The bulls were shown

in the spring, and Mr. Bates generally obtained the prize,

but, on account of the conditions as to the use of the bulls,

he did not show his best. I find him, in one j^ear, obtain-

ing the prize for the best bull, for the best crop of turnips,
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beating Sir William Loraine ; and also the prize for the

best COW, best sow, best road mare, and best sheep.*

PART III.

MR. BATES's ADDRESS TO THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Mr. Bates was not satisfied with the proceedings of the

Tyneside society stopping short in merely giving prizes.

He wished to follow out the views and principles of George

Culley, in regard to experiments and trials to be made,

proposals for testing the value of divers methods of culti-

vation, and the value of stock in feeding. With his

usual determination when he had come to a conclusion,

Mr. Bates, on finding the society would not accede to his

wishes, embodied his views in a letter, which he addressed

to the Board of Agriculture, and Agricultural Societies.

I venture to put this production in here, as showing his

views at that period :

—

Address to the Board of Agriculture, and to the other Agricultural

Societies of the Kingdom, on the Importance of an Institution

for ascertaining the Merits of the diflFerent Breeds of Live Stock;

pointing out the advantages that will accrue therefrom to the

Landed Interest, and the Kingdom in general, by Thomas Bates.

* A recent work, " the life of John Grey, of Dilston," assumes

that agricultural societies were unknown in the North of England

until introduced by Mr. Grey, after 1830. The meeting of a new
society in Tyneside, in 1837, was attended by Mr. Bates, and also by

Mr. Charge, of Barton, and other gentlemen from the Tees. The
observations of Mr. Bates appear in his statements. Mr. Charge

enquired for the well known names at the former meeting, which he

had attended at Ovingham. They had nearly all disappeared ; and

Mr. Charge remarked that the agriculturists and the stock had

equally degenerated.
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The past is of all others, the most valuaLle source of instruction

for the future. The lessons it teaches are often dearly purchased
;

but nations, as well as individuals, have borne ample testimony to

the salutary effects that must always result from an attention to

them.

Let us consider only the Agricultural History of this countiy

in our own day. 'Till very lately our manufactures and commerce

were looked upon as almost the sole sources of our national wealth,

They were, accordingly, almost the only objects of legislative atten-

tion and favour. Under these discouraging cirumstauces, agricultvTre,

except in a very few illustrious instances, was practised only by the

ilhterate and unenlightened, who with small capitals, with little

inclination, and with still less knowledge for prosecuting such

enquiries as are always the harbingers of improvements, plodded on

most diligently, without deviation from the path of their forefathers.

Thus, uncherished by the protecting hand of power, and the intelli-

gence and capital of the nation in a gi-eat measure directed to other

objects, agriculture languished, or at least made inconsiderable

advances towards improvement.

But from an apathy so fatal to its best and most substantial

interests, the country was roused by years of scarcity. It was at

length discovered that some little attention was necessary to be paid

to the interests of agriculture. Foremost in the list of those who

directed the efforts of the legislature to this desirable purpose, stood

a meritorious and most valuable member of society (Sir John Sin-

clair), whose patriotic zeal in the cause is entitled to the highest

praise. The establishment of the Board of Agriculture ; the con-

sequent survey of every county in the kingdom, which afforded the

most rapid and efficacious means of conveying the improvements of

one district to another ; the enthusiasm for the profession imparted

to all ranks from the nobleman to the mechan'c, which threw into it

a large additional capital ; the formation of provincial societies,

which are so well calculated to diffuse and keep alive the spirit of

investigation and to encourage research : all these are the effects of

the national genius being directed towards agriculture, and have

already produced a return of almost incalculable benefits. It is a
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fact worth whole volumes of abstract reasoning, and shews how well

improvements have been repaid where encouragement has been given

to agriculture, that some farms in the district from whence this is

written, pay now a greater annual sum in direct taxes on the land

than the amount of their rentals during the American War ; and yet,

from the improved cultivation of their soil, and the still greater

superiority of the Hve-stock kept upon them, the present occupiers

realize much greater returns for their skill and capital, than were

obtained at that period. Does not this acconnt in a great measure,

for the depression the country felt at that period, when taxes were

trivial in comparison to the present times ? Had agriculture not

been improved since then, how deplorable would have been our

present situation, or would it have been possible for us to maintain

the arduous contest in which we are now engaged ?

Much has been done in some districts, but a wide field for im-

provement still lies before us, and if ever there was a moment in the

History of Britain, which called upon her sons for every kind of ex-

ertion, it is the present. In order, therefore, that we may face with

confidence, the unparalleled dangers to which we are exposed, ought

we not to have recourse to unparalleled exertions ? Cut ofi" from all

foreign aid in the time of need, ought we not to cultivate with in-

creased diligence our own resources, and improve and extend them to

the utmost ? Our extensive colonial possessions will always ensure us

a supply of all the usual articles of luxury, but in such a situation,

ought we not to enquire with more anxiety and earnestness than

ever, how far our country has hitherto been able to furnish from its

own soil, that absolute necessary of life. Breadfor its inhabitants ?

Now, it is ascertained that Great Britain has, in the best of years,

supplied barely a sufficiency for its population, and when, from un-

favourable seasons, its produce has been diminished, we have been

forced to depend on a foreign supply. Thus, it becomes a question

of most serious urgency, what means can be devised to obviate the

dangers of such a situation ?

To this great end, I conceive that nothing can contribute more

than the skilful selection and improvement of the breeds of live stock.

For there is no doubt that the various breeds differ very materially,
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both in the length of time, and in the quantity of food which are re-

quisite to fit them for slaughter. Hence, by choosing the proper

Bpecies of stock, a part of those extensive tracts of land which are at

present set apart as pasturage for rearing and fattening them, may

be taken into cultivation, and by adopting alternate rotations of corn

and green crops, we may raise a greater quantity of grain, while, at

the same time, as great a proportion of live stock may still be main-

tained. This is particularly desirable in our present situation, as we

must raise many other articles of unavoidable necessity (and leas

land of course will be applied to the growth of grain), particularly

hemp, flax, &c., which we have heretofore been accustomed to import.

But, in order that this system may be perfected, and brought

into general use, in order that the best varieties of each species of

stock may be universally adopted (a circumstance on which the value

of the green crops and pasturage of the kingdom depend), it is

necessary that accurate experiments should be made to ascertain the

comparative merit of each variety, with a fair statement of the ex-

penditure and return. Were all farmers made sensible, by such

experiments, of the real diflFerence which there is in stock, their own

interest would prompt them to adopt the best, but while they remain

ignorant thereof, they cannot be expected to commence improve-

ments ; and what will so soon convince them of this difference, as

accurate experiments, on the impartiality of which they can rely ?

And where is impartiality to be looked for, if it cannot be found in

a national institution, where there can be no interest in any deception?

By these means, it would then be known in what consisted the

superiority of one kind of stock over another ; whereas, at present,

such is the want of knowledge on the subject, that cautious persons

choose rather to keep their money in their pockets, than expend it for

an uncertainty. And perhaps many men of skill in this line are little

known, because their modesty hides that merit which pushing, enter-

prising men would bring into view. And every one knows how far

a high name goes in disposing of stock that is called " well descended."

The improvement of the live stock would not require one addi-

tional hand to be employed ; and, if but one pound of butcher's meat

^ore in ten could be obtained (and those who are well conversant
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in the feeding of stock will readily admit, from the difference which

they have already found in what has passed through their hands,

that more than double this increase might be expected), how much

would it contribute to the advantage of the farming interest ? and, if

the live stock were universally improved in this proportion, how great

an addition would be made to the prosperity of the nation ?

It is true that the breeders, by whom the improvement was

made, would reap the benefit in the first instance, by the higher

prices which they would receive for their stock. But the purchasers

or hirers would also be eventually recompensed for the extraordinary

prices they paid, by the increase in the value of the produce of their

stock. Thus, while the purchaser or hirer received a fair return for

his money, the eminent breeder, by his rising profits, would be en

couraged to further exertions ; and others would be stimulated by

his success to try what they also could accomplish in the way of

improvement. Hence would arise an inexhaustible source of wealtli

to the nation ; as may be proved by the districts where attention

has been paid to this subject, within the last thirty years. And

what is now wished is to awaken and stimulate those districts to

similar exertions which have not hitherto attended to it, or, at least,

in a very partial way.

The high importance of this subject is evident from the obser"

vations of those who are more immediately interested in attending

to it, as all those who have made the trial acknowledge that they find

a great and material difference in the variety of breeds, not only in

the quickness of thriving, but also in the consumption of food. It

is only of late, however, that any minute attention has been paid to

the selection of breeding stock. Indeed, from any records that are

now extant, we find no person who was eminent in these investiga'

t'ons until the time of Mr. Bakewell, who, having shewn how much

might be done by such trials, has excited breeders, throughout many

parts of the kingdom, to make similar observations, either upon the

stock of the district where they resided, or upon such varieties as they

brought from other districts, where judgment or fancy led them to

expect a superiority : and agricultural societies have been established

in almost every district, to forward this great object amongst others.
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But when a comprehensive mind views what has been done, and

considers the present state of the different sjecies of live stock

throughout the kingdom, what information can he gather from all

the observations hitherto recorded, to regulate his selection of any

one variety as more suitable than another, for any particular purpose

he may have in view ? Excepting the race-horse, whose speed and

bottom are pretty accurately known, we have made but few precise

enquiries into the merits of other animals, although many of them

are perhaps more deserving of our attention. We have, indeed, by

experience discovered in general, that there is a material difference

in stock, but what, or how great that differance is, we have not yet

been informed with any precision or certainty.

This important information I fear, has not hitherto been much

advanced, in consequence of the premiums offered by the agricul-

tural societies, from the respective merits of the different breeds of

stock not being sufi&ciently ascertained. It is true that smch persons

as are supposed to possess the greatest knowledge are generally

appointed judges in awarding the premiums ; but what one set of

judges think right one year, another often think wrong the next, or,

which is generally the case, they determine that stock to be the be.st

to which they have been most accustomed, or which they possess

themselves. The long or the short-horned are favoured by those

who breed the one or the other species, and so in other cases, and no

discovery is made of the different merits in the stock exhibited, but

only of the prejudices, or at best of the sentiments and opinions of

those who act as judges. In fact many individuals are discouraged

from introducing breeds different from those which are prevalent in

the district, on account of the difficulties, hazard, and prejudices,

which they have to surmount.

A striking instance of the influence of prejudice occurred when

Messrs. CuUey and Thompson first introduced the Leicestershire, or

Dishley breed of sheep, into the northern part of this county. The

dealers from Yorkshire, who bought the cart stoclc of that district in

the autumn, refused to purchase this breed, and Messrs. Culley and

Thompson were obliged to feed them on turnips in their own neigh-

bourhood, until the Yorkshire dealers were convinced that the sheep
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which they had rejected were quicker thrivers and more profitable

than the breed of the district. And so great has been the change

since the prejudice was removed, that scarcely a vestige now remains

of the original stock.

Some societies determine the comparative merit of animals to

be slaughtered, by weighing them alive, and their carcases when dead,

and taking the smallness of the offal as the criterion by which the

best may be distinguished. But no accurate judgment can be drawn

from hence, since poor Jceep when young greatly tends to the in-

crease of offal (tallow excepted), for the smallness of the intestines

depends much on the quality of the animal's food when young, as

well as on other caj^ises. Other modes, it is true, are adopted by the

more enlightened judges, such as fineness of bone, true symmetry of

form, quality of the flesh, which is ascertained by being peculiarly

mellow and free to the touch, indicating a strong tendancy or

disposition to fatten, &c. But, in many districts these circumstances

are not attended to ; and as the looks and handling of animals depend

greatly upon their keep, and the degree of fatness at the time,

nothing can be determined with precision, unless the stock has been

for some time kept on the same food.

The premiums also of such societies, even under the best regula-

tions, often go into the hands of only a few individuals, which dis-

courages those who see no prospect of succeeding ; and in a few years

they are generally either much neglected, or wholly discontinued.

Besides, the expense and trouble to which individuals are put in the

keep of their stock, in order to gain the premiums, exceeds some-

times the value to be obtained.

There is one great good, however, which has resulted from these

societies, and that is the creating and diffusing of that spirit for

improvement and free enquiry, which appears, at present, almost

universally to prevail, even in the remotest parts of the Highlands of

Scotland. In a tourwhich I made through that district, two years ago,

I found this spirit as equally alive as in the more favoured counties.

But there, as elsewhere, the farmers appeared greatly at a loss whicli

species to select, and were breeding from the coarsest and largest

boned animals, because they found them most agreeable to the York-

K 2
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shire dealers, from an absurd emulation among the graziers there,

who should sell his cattle at the greatest price per head, without

attending to the cost which he incurred in making the animal so

high-priced. From this cause, the Highlanders have been for some

years losing by neglect the valuable qualities which their stock

possess. This is the more to be wondered at in a people so well in-

formed as the Highlanders, and who shew such quickness of conception

on other subjects.

It behoves, therefore, the well-wishers to the cause to keep up

that spirit, and institute experiments, which should be carried on

accvirately in diCferent districts, under every variety of climate, soil,

and situation, in order to determine the merits of each species of

live stock that may be thought worthy of the trial, by ascertaining

the quantity of food consumed, as well as the improvement and

return produced.

The great importance of a general institution for carrying on

experiments, according to this plan, is what I am anxious to submit

to the consideration of the Board of Agriculture, and of all the

Agricultural Societies. Now, it is evident that by this means the

intrinsic worth of every particular breed, and its comparative value

with other breeds suitable for the same purposes, would be accurately

known. In this way, the best breed for any particular pui'pose

would at last be discovered—a discovery which would be universally

beneficial. Even the plain common farmer would know the real

merits of the stock in his possession, and adopt what was best. Tlie

individuals possessed of the best breeds would receive in the prices

of what they disposed of, or let out, the sure and true reward of their

merits, together with the high gratification of having rendered an

important service to their country. The purchasers, or hirers, would

be sensible that they paid no more than an adequate price.

The whole farming interest would be well rewarded for their

exertions ; and, as they could then aflford to pay a greater rent, the

landed proprietors would be particularly interested in the result ; for

all agricultural improvements eventually tend to their benefit. At

the same time, the public would be furnished with an additional

quantity of food, which would support an increasing population, or,
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at least, be sufficient for our present numbers, without dependence

upon foreign aid. And if, as an eminent writer has observed, " he

who causes two blades of grass to grow, where only one grew before,

is deserving better of his countiy than all the race of politicians put

together;" surely they are not less deserving who raise a greater

proportion of animal food, from a given quantity of vegetable pro-

duction than has been hitherto done.

One very great evil, which I have not yet mentioned, would be

prevented by such an institution as I am now endeavouring to re-

commend : it is this ; those breeders whose stock is in general

je.stimation, and who are in the habit of letting out males by the

season, or who breed with an intention of disposing of their females,

keep them very high while young, and use all methods of forcing

them forward in condition, and many who wish to have their stock

in repute keep all their breeding stock high, a practice which

evidently tends to weaken the constitution of the animals themselves,

which are thus treated, and, of course, to debilitate their offspring.

From this cause, more perhaps than any other, we find breeders

complaining that they are disappointed in the produce of their stock

;

and, indeed, many animals that are called high-bred, produce very

puny, weak, and tender stock, and are not prolific. Now, if the

merit of every breed were ascertained there would be no necessity

for such a practice, an enormous expense would also be saved to the

breeders, and, moreover, the public would derive a benefit, since the

keep given to those forced animals would be applied to feed off" such

as are intended for slaughter, and thus to produce a greater quantity

of animal food. It wouli also prevent or destroy those combinations

which sometimes take place amongst the leading breeders of a

fashionable or favourite species of stock.

The more the subject is investigated, the greater becomes our

conviction of the extent of improvement of which it is susceptible.

But improvement in this department, is not so quickly accomplished

as in cultivation, where a more beneficial mode of practice than what

we knew before is easily seen, and readily adopted ; besides that, a

new or improved variety of grain, or seed, when once selected, is

soon diffused, and multiplies much faster, as well as much more than
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animals. This consideration, however, should only excite us to lose

no time in setting about our plans for their improvement.

It is true, that some agriculturists have been trying experiments

on these subjects, for their own information ; and the public are

highly indebted to a few distinguished patriots, who have communi-

cated their experiments for general benefit. Among the foremost of

these I cannot help mentioning Mr. Curwen, whose liberal com-

munications of the experiments which he carries on at Workington,

as well as the encouragement which he gives to the exertions of

others, are highly honourable to his name, and must render the

society over which he presides, the resort of genius, and of disting

gaished agriculturists from all parts of the United Kingdom. The

Duke of Bedford, I am informed, also pursues with much zeal and

intelligence, the various plans of agricultural improvement, carried

to so great an extent by his ever to be lamented brother. Lord

Somerville's exertions are also well known to the public. But till

these experiments are carried on with different species of stock, and

upon a much more extensive plan than a few individuals, however

eminent, are competent to accomplish, they cannot be productive of

accurate results. Whereas, if a public institution of the nature now

recommended were once established, there is every reason to believe

that it would create a new and important era in agriculture. It

would ascertain the value of each species of food, for the purposes of

producing beef and mutton, as well as for the dairy, &c., &c., and a

closer attention to the succeeding rotation of crops, w^ould further

tend to appreciate their use.

I can see no objections to this plan, except such as may be made

by individuals, who are in possession of breeds, from which they

derive, at psesent, great emoluments, and who might be apprehensive

of their diminution, if the comparative merits of different breeds

were accurately ascertained. These persons may be cool at the first

in adopting such a plan, and in allowing their stock to be brought to

the test. Yet, I would gladly hope that they possess public s])irit

sufficient to run the risk of sacrificing their private advantages for the

general good, since in case of success to their stock, it would establish

their reputation without any future dread of disparagement, and
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consequently increase the demand. Moreover, as the refusal of those

who possess the best varieties of any breed, will render that breed

liable to disrepute, from the experiments being tried upon the inferior

varieties, they would readily see the risk to which" they are exposed,

by not acceding to this plan, if the landed proprietors enter into it

with that spirit which their own interest (in raising thereby the

value of their proprety), and the public benefit so evidently require.

Those breeds too, which, for any length of time have been

attended to, have evidently an advantage over those which are at

l^resent neglected, or have but lately been brought into notice ; and

if the persons possessing the former, hesitate in such a case, little

doubt will remain to what cause their conduct is to be attributed.

It deserves also to be suggested that the longer this desirable

institution is delayed, the greater will be the number of prejudiced

individuals ; for the possessors of a breed which happens to be in

repute, by putting other persons in possession of a few of their stock,

will make them partakers of its advantages, and thus link them to

their cause, and render them instrumental in preventing an accurate

investigation into the merits of the breed.

To draw up any plan in detail, in the present state of the dis-

cussion, appears to me premature and unnecessary, until it be known

what encouragement will be afforded by the Board of Agriculture

and the other Agricultural Societies ; for the extent to which the

institution can be rendered efficient, depends upon the support

which it meets with, and the funds which are raised for carrying it

into execution. It is sincerely to be wished, should the honourable

Board approve hereof, that Parliament would, upon an application,

see the expediency of granting the funds which may be necessary

for an undertaking so highly conducive to the public welfare. Were

one great National Institution established, the Agricultural Societies

in the different districts would the more readily lend the assistance

requisite to try such experiments as the peculiarity of their situa-

tions may afford towards completing the design.

Thomas Bates.

Halton Castle, Northumberland,

December 19th, 1S07.
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PAKT IV.

Mr. Bates as an Improving Agriculturist and his intimacy with the

Leading Men of his Time— Mr. Curwen's Correspondence—Mr.

Mackenzie's Correspondence and Death—Mr. Trevelyan's Letters

on an Experimental Farm and Agricultural Chemistry.

When Mr. Bates entered upon Halton Castle farms, he

cultivated turnips to a very great extent, acting upon his

principle that the green crops were the foundation of all

good agriculture. He introduced all the newest and best

varieties ; but he had great difficulty in obtaining a proper

farm steward to carry out his views, until my father,

Robert Bell, on the recommendation of Mr. Hopper, of

Black Hedley, took charge of the farms. My father en-

joyed the confidence and friendship of Mr. Bates until his

death in 1848, having removed to Kirklevington in 1822.

Mr. Bates was in constant communication with the

leading agriculturists in all parts of the kingdom, and he

attended most of the great gatherings ; and for several

years he kept up a close intimacy with JMr. Curwen, and was

visited, at Halton Castle, by agriculturists from all parts

of the kingdom to look over both the cattle and tillage

crops. Lord Strathmore was a frequent visitor, he being

one of the leading breeders and providing bulls for the use

of his tenantry, and thus enabling them to keep stock of

the best quality.*

In October, 1807, Mr. Bates had an auction of his

* Many excellent short-horn cattle are now to be met with in

the Vale of the Derwent. Mr. G, H. Ramsay has many cows with the

original Duchess red and white marks ; but not having kept pedigrees,

he can only trace them to the use of Lord Strathmore' s bulls. Tkc

Author.
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sui'plus stock, numbering sixty : but that mode of sale being

then little known, the result did not answer his expectations.

The dairy was carefully attended to by Mr. Bates. Large

quantities of excellent cheese were made at Halton.f A
market cart also went twice a week to Newcastle with the

butter, which sold much beyond the ordinary market

price. Mr. Bates made various experiments to test, not

only the quantity, but the quality of the milk produced

by the different kinds of cattle and food. Mr. Bailey, in

his " Survey of Durham," refers to them, but Mr. Bates

was not satisfied with the accuracy of Mr. Bailey's state-

ments, and wished them corrected or suppressed, and Mr.

Bailey complied with his request in the supplement to his

book, page 409.

Sir John Sinclair, whose friendship Mr. Bates enjoyed

in Edinburgh, wrote him on the subject of dairy produce,

as follows :

—

*•'

It is mentioned in the Durham report that you would favour

the Board of Agriculture with the result of some experiments for

ascertaining the proportion between milk and butter. It would be

obliging in you, therefore, to send that information to me as soon as

may be convenient, under the cover of the Eari of Caithness,

Edinburgh. I should be glad also, that you would make comparative

trials of churning the whole milk, both sweet and sour, against

churning the cream alone. Also on the different value of the butter-

milk of eachj for feeding pigs. Any information from you will

always be acceptable to the Board of Agriculture."

The noblemen and gentlemen who took such an active

and patriotic interest in the improvement of agriculture

t I believe that no cheese whatever is now made in the County

of Northumberland. The ordinary cheese used by the labouring

classes is, it appears, nearly all American. The Author.
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and stock at the beginning of the century had a royal

patron and fellow labourer in His Majesty King George

III. (" Farmer George," as he was so often called). His

Majesty probably devoted most attention to sheep and

wool. His Spanish Merinos and the crosses obtained

great perfection, both in flesh and wool. His Majesty,

when at Weymouth, visited all the best farmers' flocks,

and very frequently discussed the subject Avith the owners.

Many anecdotes are still recollected of His Majesty in such

visits. The large importations of Merino wool from

Australia destroyed the commercial value of the Merinos

in England, although, I believe, some flocks still exist in

the eastern counties. Mr. Western at one time had an

excellent flock. His Majesty obtained many excellent

short-horns from the north. Portraits of His Majesty's

cattle were published in 1801, viz., a bull, cow, and ox,

and also a portrait of the Ketton or wonderful ox, which

were then all called Holderness cattle.* Windsor (698),

was hired by His Majesty, and hence his name. He is

mentioned afterwards.

Mr. Curwen, M.P., of Working-ton Hall, Cumberland,

was one of the most patriotic and successful improvers of

cultivation and stock in the north. He was a frequent

visitor of Mr. Bates's, at Halton Castle, and they were in

constant communication on agricultural subjects. Mr.

Curwen carried out many experiments according to the

ideas of Mr. Bates, as given in his letter to the Board of

Agriculture.

* See Garrard's prints of Improved British Cattle, published at

the Agricultural Museum, George Street, Hanover Square, London,

1801.
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Mr. Curwen made a Repoi*t of the results of his

fattening experiments, for which the Board of Agriculture

awarded him a £50 prize. His " experimental cattle,"

consisted of a couple of short-horns, Herefords, Glamor-

gans. Galloways, and long-horns, and a solitary Sussex.

The greatest profit was £8 10s. Id. on short-horn, No. 2,

which increased in weight from 90 stones to 115 stones
;

and the second best was £6 16s. 5d. on a Hereford, which

began at 61st. Tibs., and made 28st. 71bs. In the case of

the former, the food, in which 6st. 61bs. of oilcake was the

only artificial stimulant, cost £7 17s. 7d., and in the

latter £7 19s. lid. ; and each of them was purchased at

4s. and sold at 6s. per stone.

Mr. Bates attended the annual gatherings at Working-

ton, which was then the Holkam or Woburn of the north.

At these meetings the farms were inspected, new

implements exhibited, and new manures discussed. Pro-

fessor Coventry's writings were then the text for

chemistry.* The works of Professor and Bishop Watson

of Cambridge, were also much studied. Mr. Curwen paid

great attention to the dairy qualities of his stock. His

published work had special reference to the supply of milk

for the poor,t and in his preface he said, " A more

rapid revolution of public opinion had already taken place

than had been observed in Great Britain within these last

few years, in the universal estimation and importance

* Discourses explanatory of the object and plan of the Course

of Lectures on Agricultural and Rural Economy, by Andrew
Coventry, 1808.

+ Hints on the manner of Feeding Stock, and the Condition of

the Poor, by J. C. Curwen, M.P., of Workington Hall, Cumberland.
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attached to agriculture." From a mass of coiTespondence,

I have selected the following letters to show what the

opinions and exertions of patriotic agriculturists were at

that period. They were written to Mr. Bates when in

Edinbui'gh. He had then bought the Kirklevington estate.

Mr. Bates had a special method of preserving turnips.

" Workington Hall, January 5th, 1811.

" My dear Bates,—What with indisposition, and what with the

effects of vexatious and untoward circumstances, I have been very

ill and uncomfortable for the last three months. A most serious

loss was sustained from fire on my new winning. It threatened its

total destruction ; but providentially not a life was lost, and fortu-

nately not a tenth part of the damage I had reason to expect. Since

that, the bank of Messrs. Bowes, Hodgson, and Falcon has stopped

payment. This occasioned a most severe run upon Messrs. Woods

and Co.'s bank, and a great stagnation of all trade. Though my
individual loss is trifling, that of the public is considerable, and it

will lock up £40,000 for a length of time, which will be greatly

felt by all persons in trade. This will account for my suffering

your letter to remain so long unacknowledged. I hope you

continue pleased with your purchase. I think what you pro-

pose can scarce fail of answering. Land will, I consider, advance

yet greatly in value. There is an estate to be sold at Harn-

ington, of which I have the royalty— 80 acres with a good house.

They ask £10,000. I shall not be surprised should they get £8,000-

I have been compelled to take a hand in helping other people to

breed short-horns ; I have got a bull from Mr. Mason ; my situation

precludes it ; a calf at three months old costs me five guineas. If

I can encourage other persons, I shall be satisfied. I had 95 gallons,

3 quarts, wine measure, churned yesterday. It gave 301bs., of 16oz.,

or l7oz., on three gallons. This, considering the severity of the

weather, is not doing ill. I have been very actively employed on my

farm. I am ambitious of showing it next year in a state not unworthy

of the notice of my Scotch and South Countiy friends. My turnips

keep well, thanks to you. Several farmers have imitated the example
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set them. The being able to have them unfrozen is a great mattei*

for dairy cows. My wheat is very good, but does not yield above

26 Winchesters per acre. It weighs 6 libs. I hope you will

very shortly receive the report. It "will require great allowances.

My patience has been exhausted by the printer : I wish yours

may not by the author. I do not know how you will like what

I have said respecting stock. I have spoken my real sentiments,

pretending to no knowledge on this subject. Mr. Maynard, jun., haa

surprised me. I hope the result may justify him. When you see

any of my East Lothian friends, pray remember me to them. You

will probably know how the Scotch review of the reports goes on.

1 see Sir John is supporting the Regent, though he was made Right

Honourable by Mr. Percival. Gratitude in politics would be

a monster, and, something like honesty, out of place. I fear I must

go to town soon. Mrs. Curwen is much obliged for your present of a

book, and very much pleased with it, and I know of no better judge.

I shall be very happy to hear from you. If you write, do so within

ten days ; otherwise I shall be on my road to town."

« Workington Hall, Jan. 12th, 1811.

" Thanks for your letter. I rejoice to hear from all quarters so

favourable an account of your purchase. I hope it will do more

than realise all your expectations.

" I covild almost scold you for supposing me so much prejudiced

that I should not be disposed to make a fair report. Of your cross,

I have no experience, I must therefore speak with diffidence. I

have, to the best of my belief, stated the question fairly as to the

objects you have in view. That the short-horned are an admirable

breed of cattle cannot be questioned ; that they are at the utmost

point of perfection, no prudent man would contend. As milch

cows I do not believe they have their equal. With respect to

butter, that is another question. That will require more

experiments to decide than have yet been made. I can procure

20oz. of butter from 12 wine quarts on particular food ; 17 is the

least. I did not try the experiment at the height of the clover.

Oil-cake makes a great difference. I am disposed to think they eat
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more than the long-hornecl. I have not a milch cow which is not

fit for the Lutcher. Here is an advantage I never saw in any other

cattle—to milk, work, and lay on fat at the same time. I hope,

when you have seen the report, you will be of opinion I have dealt

fairly, though I have no hesitation in declaring that I am strongly

of Opinion your cross will never rival the short-horned. Both truth

and fair statement is due to every subject ; and, whilst I think

one way, I most sincerely wish I may be mistaken, for the sake of my

friend. This is all that candour can expect or you would require. A
few weeks will give the report ; and if I have erred, I will most

readily give every publicity to any statement of yours next year. I

have always sought truth, and been anxious for the public benefit.

Every experiment is entitled to the greatest consideration. The

individual risks : the public can alone be gainers. I highly dis-

approve of any man lending himself to serve any individuals.

Though you are not in the County of Durham, your experiment may

be of such public utility that it ought to have every fair play. My
contention is not as to the kyloe but the long-horned, the worst breed

of cattle in the island. Here, then, the matter must rest till you

have seen the report, when I shall be much obliged for your candid

sentiments. No man more likely to be in error ; but, at the same

time, I am not so attached to my own opinions as to hold them a

moment longer than they appear sanctioned by argument and fair

deduction.

" I go to town in a week. Reluctantly I quit my farm. My

turnips keep most admirably, and have fed during the frost without

being in the least afiected, which is important for a dairy.

" P.S.—I expect Mr. Mason's bull on the 17th. It is for the

country, not myself."

" Workington Hall, Feb. 11th, 1811.

" The report is at length finished, and shall be sent ydu

either to-morrow or Thursday. I send one for Dr. Coventry, Mr-

Graves, Lord Woodslie, Mr. Browne and Rennie, with a second

for yourself. I must beg the favour of you to send them to the

different parties. I shall be very anxious to know your sentiments,
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whether I have stated your objects fairly. As a cow-keeper, I am
very partial to the short-horns, and when there is plenty of good food

and no exposure, I do not think for that object they can be surpassed.

Situation makes a great difference. The country appears much
pleased with Mr. Mason's bull. I am satisfied we shall agree in

opinion that the long-horned cattle are the worst breed extant.

Many of my farmers are getting rid of them. I sent Mr. Gibson's

man an order for sixteen heifers for my tenants. The printer has

just shown me the last proof, so that seven copies will be sent to

you by the coach. If you can, spare one for General Dixon. I will

send you more if you wish for them. I got to town on Saturday, where

I shall be happy to hear from you. Dreadful weather. The wheat

has suffered a good deal in various parts. I have not seen Spedding

for a length of time. I shall call upon him as I go south. My health

has been very indifferent, but I think I am better within this week.

I beg you not to spare the report, but tell me your real sentiments.

I shall be very happy to correct anything that is erroneous. If I get

away from town early in May, my first visit shall be to Galloway,

Ayr, and then to Edinburgh,—I hope I may find you there —
Eeturning by the Lothians. Till this moment I have forgot

Hepburn ; I will therefore send and order ten, which leaves you

two still to dispose of. Your method of preserving turnips has

answered completely."

Mr. Curwen expected each dairy cow to make £25 a

year.

Mr. Bates travelled miicli, and had a large circle of

friends at great distances. In 1809-10-11, he spent the

winters in Edinburgh to attend the Professors' Lectures.

He saw much of the leading Scotch agriculturists. His

note book of the lectures of the Professors of Chemistry

and Mineralogy are still preserved. To these visits he,

Mr. Bates, owed one of his most pleasing friendships, viz.

:

with Thos. Mackenzie, Esq., many years M.P. for Ross-sliire.

The introduction, so fortunate to both parties, was by the
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following letter, in March, 1812, from Dr. Robert Jameson,

the Professor of Mineralogy :

—

" I find it will not be in my power to get the length of Halton

Castle tills summer. I enclose to you a letter from my particular

friend Mr. Mackenzie, junr., of Applecross, one of our great High-

land proprietors, who is very desirous of making himself acquainted

with the husbandry of your part of England. The letter will explain

his wishes, and I trust you will be able to grant his request. I have

known Mr. Mackenzie for several years, and have found him a man

of the strictest honour, of most amiable manners, and deeply versed

in all the sciences in which you feel an interest. In short, my dear

Sir, should your domestic arrangements admit of an additional

inmate, I am convinced that the only inconvenience you will have to

experience will be the regret on parting with a gentleman of Mr.

Mackenzie's talents and worth. I hope you have not renounced

your mineralogical pursuits. They will always prove an agreeable

relaxation, and may, to you, afiFord means of improvement. My
friend, Mr. Mackenzie, is well skilled in mineralogy, and expect that

together you will be able to give me a correct idea of the structure

of the North of England."

Mr. Mackenzie, on the 31st March, 1812, wrote to

Mr. Bates as follows :

—

" Our excellent friend. Professor Jameson, having just communi-

cated to me your letter of the 28th ult., I make no apology for

addressing you myself, to assure you how miich I feel gratified and

obliged by its contents. My view in wishing to pass some time this

summer in Northumberland was solely the acquisition of so much

practical knowledge in husbandry (which I have souo;ht in books in

vain), as might enable me to carry on judiciously the improvement of

a large highland property (at present nearly in a state of nature),

which my father leaves entirely to my management. From having

seen you occasionally at Dr. Coventry's class, I had the highest

character of your talents from my friends, Mr. Jameson, Mr. Erskine,

&c. I immediately thought of you as a person not only eminently

qualified to advance my agricultural knowledge, but from whose
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general information I should derive both pleasure and instruction.

Mr. Jameson obligingly oflered to communicate my views to you,

and I consider his haviag introduced me to your acquaintance as far

from the least of the many favours I have received from him. I

think 1 shall be able to arrange my affiiirs here, so as to be at liberty

about the middle of next month, when I shall do myself the pleasure

of visiting you ; and should it not suit you to gratify my original

wish of residing some months under your roof, I shall at least have

the advantage of your advice as to the best means of attaining my

object. I shall endeavour to meet the Mr. Campbell you mention,

and when I know with certainty how soon I can leave Edinburgh,

shall do myself the pleasure of writing you."

Mr. Mackenzie resided a considerable time at Halton

Castle, and frequently visited there. He kept np a con-

stant correspondence with Mr. Bates. Mr. Mackenzie was

familiar with all the best cultivated districts in England

and Scotland ; and when at Halton Castle he made himself

master of all the details of the management of the farms

and stock then under the charge of my late father, Robert

Bell.

Mr. Mackenzie wished to introduce the cross of Mr.

Bates's bulls with the highlanders. Mr. Mackenzie and

the other proprietors obtained bulls from Halton Castle.

Mr. Mackenzie entertained so high an opinion of the man-

agement of affairs at Halton, that he wished his agent to

be instructed there, and he was resident there for some-

time. The following letter from Mr. Mackenzie to Mr.

Bates explains the object :

—

" Applecross House, 25th April, 1817.

" My dear Sir,—I was this day favoured with your letter of 17th

ult., and return my sincerest thanks for your kindness in allowing me

to send the young man, who is to be my bailifl', to Halton, and for the

valuable information which it contaiur? of markets, &c. I write the
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young man to-uiglit, and enclose thii? to serve as his introduction,

as you are kind enough to promise to direct his attention to such

points as may be principally useful to him in my employment.

" I shall briefly mention my object in sending him to you. For

the first year he will have little to do with me, as the outgoing tenants

have the way-going crops, but afterwards he will have the whole

charge of the culture and improvements of the farm under my

direction. The buying or selling of stock I generally contrive to

manage myself. Were I determined to keep only highland cattle 1

could myself instruct him in the detail of their management, but as

I have a great inclination, when my farm is in order, to try the

mixed breeds, I wish him to be exactly acquainted with the minute,

ness of their management, of which, you know, I am ignorant, and

to gain some knowledge of stock ; but I am above all desirous that he

should see and imitate the regularity of your system, not only in

work, but in the habits of your workmen, and form himself ou

Robert Bell's model as nearl}' a^. he can. You know me so well as

to be aware how little I could tolt-rate an immoral servant, or one

who had any high notions. The former I am assured he is not, the

latter 1 think he can in no way be better guarded against, than by

seeing your system under Robert Bell. As he has not been accus-

tomed to have the command of workpeople, he might run the risk

of mistaking presumptuous domineering for proper authority. I

think you will see my object
;
perhaps you will also permit him to see

how Robert keeps his books. I am just setting out to attend a

County meeting."

In 1822, -when the agricultural interest was in such

a depressed state, Mr. Bates vistited London, and en-

deavoured to arouse the landed proprietors to obtain some

relief from the Legislature. Mr. Mackenzie's last letter to

Mr. Bates, dated August 3rd, 1822, from Applecross, paid

a great tribute to the exertions of Mr. Bates :

—

" Your letter from London after going to Brighton found me

here. I cannot tell you how much I regret your not having arrived in

town before I left, as few things would have afforded me such sincere
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pleasure as to shake hands with you once more, and perhaps, from

my acquaintance with parliamentary business, I could have saved you

some trouble. If all loho are interested in agriculture had had a

small portion of your zeal and activity, matters v:ou'.d he very different

from what they are ; hut I dare say you have seen enough to satisfy

you of the a^pathy of great men, in regard even to what most dearly

concerns their own interest.

" The plan which you sketched out for my journey northwards

would have been quite delightful, but I fear would not have suited my

state of health. I came from Loudon to Leith by sea by my physi-

cian's advice, and thence here b}'' very easy stages, where I am living

in perfect retirement. I have now no complaint whatever, except

weakness from the medical treatment which I suffered. If I can re-

gain my strength during the fine weather, I shall, I trust, be able to

resume my duties in winter, and shall endeavour so to arrange as to

visit you ; but if I do not get strength before the cold weather sets

in, I have little hope of being able to stand it, and must look for,

ward to our meeting in another and better world ; whichever may be

the case I am conteat, being satisfied that whatever the Almighty

decrees is not only the v^'isest, but in every respect the most bene-

ficial fate for his creatures.

" When you reach Ridley Hall I shall expect a few lines from

you, as I shall be anxious to hear that you have not sufiered from

the fatigue which you have undergone. Our crops are beautiful

and promise to be early, except hay, which was very bad ; no de-

mand for cattle at any price. Wool very low. / hiow not v.-hat is

to become of tenants and landlords unless times mend soon."

Mr. Mackenzie soon after returned and died at

Brighton.

Sir John Sinclair, Bart., quotes the opinion of his friend

and correspondent, Walter Trevelyan, Esq., of Nether-

witton, near Morpeth, "that the farmers of Scotland are too

apt to overlook and underrate their own breeds of cattle."*'

* An account of the Bystem of husbandry in Scotland. Edin-

burgh, 1812.

l2
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Mr. Trevelyan was an intimate friend and cori'espon-

dent of Mr. Bates. I insert two letters of Mr. Trevelyan,

of Netherwitton, to Mr. Bates, in Edinburgh, to show the

attention then paid to agTicultui'al chemistry :

—

"17th June, 1810.

"Dear Sir,—Appearances of my neglect towards you are

certainly much against me. I wrote a full answer to yours of April

last, but had not, upon re-perusing it, the resolution to send it. The

letter being hardly suitable in regard to subjects to be presented to

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the House of Commons, my
letter being fitter for an after-dinner reading than before it, which I

will preserve for your reading here. If you will do me that particular

favor on your return, on your way home, this house being on the

shortest and best road fi-om Edinburgh, but give me a previous line

lest I might be out of the way. This day week I dined at Matfen

—

Ladies Collingwood and Blackett being present — where I met your

brother John. He is not an agriculturist nor a horticulturist, although

he speaks of having a garden of 20 acres, for the Newcastle markets,

on some ground on the North of the Tyne. The drought has been

severe and continuous, so I have been looking to my dung pits, that

the manure, for the drill turnips, may be as moist as can adhere to

the forks, Last week I went from Newcastle, Tyneside, to Haydon

Bridge. I do not believe that in any part of England, this county

excepted, there is so great an extent of horticultural rather than

agricultural tillage to be seen. We certainly take the lead nearly out

of eye reach. An experimental farm, once my hobby, would place

us amongst the celestials . you and I may pull together—and if sadly

jeered at by the over wise, we shall not be altogether derided. I

could say much more, the subject being fathomless, and shall add

only my sense of your attention towards me, and that in all your

agricultural views you may command the assistance of

" Sincerely yours,

'•'W. Trevelya:;.

"P.S.—There is a Dr. Miller, of Fountain's Bridge, Edinburgh,

chemical professor, who owes me much in his professional line. Pray

call upon him in my name."
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And in Janiiaiy, 1811, Mr. Trevelyan writes aa

follows :

—

" Many thanks for your information, on the benefit to be derived

from liming clover after the first cutting, which I shall particularly

attend to this summer. What is your opinion of liming clover lay

just previous to the ploughing for a spring crop ? I should think it

right, as the alkaline qualities greatly assist the fermentation of the

roots, &c., by decomposition, being as it were an artifical hot bed,

the steam being a greater promoter of vegetation than is generally

underi.tood, or rather not understood at all : the steam, being impreg-

nated with the volatile oils of manui'es through which it passes, is

fitter for entering the innumerable pores of the plants. To enter at

large on this subject, as to the ascent of steam and vapour, or the

principles of vegetation, would ramify into such various branches as

to require sheets of paper. You remark that ' lime operates many

dififerent ways, and that the proper time of applying it has not been

duly attended to.' I have applied it to great advantage upon coarse

grass, which cattle would not touch, particularly where the cows are

usually milked, which is ov.'ing to the super-abundance of the saline

and nitre acids,which being neutralized by lime, corrects it, or reduces

it to its natural sweetness, genial to the palate or taste, and, there-

fore, I use quantities of lime in my composts, which are made of the

overflowings of the foldyard ; much loss is often sustained by allowing

the rain to wash away the saline particles of the manure. I request

you ' to enquire, what are the best tests to detect the component

parts of limestone which are injurious to vegetation.' "We well

know the difference beds or strata of limestone do not possess alike

the genial properties of vegetation, for which cause, I believe, so

many people differ in opinion as to the good or useless, perhaps

negative, effects of lime. Shells surely may be said to be the purest

of calcareous alkalines. Some say magnesia is injurious, which I

do not rightly comprehend, as it certaintly is a corrector of the sere-

line and aluminous acid?. What a field, my good Sir, does this open

for the improvement of morasses and wastes. I again request, as you

areat thefountain head of chemical information to make these enquii'iea

which are of no much consequence to farmers. Are you of opinioa
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that the new grass of new laid or sown uplands is a promoter of the

rot in sheep ? Every stock farmer asserts it ; I cannot believe it, where

the bottom is dry. This is a great argument with some against water

meadows, but I will tell you a fact, that my brother's Park, at Nettle-

combe, in Somersetshire, is watered all the year through, and sheep and

deer are perfectly sound ;
yet I observe the meadows where the very

same water passes through certaintly rot. You have judged perfectly

right in purchasing land. The mind of no thinking tenant upon lease

can be at ease ; but I truly lament that you did not purchase in this

county. My mind is so full of agricultural ideas, that unless you take

me iu your return from Edinburgh, they will ever be in a fermenting

state. Be assured I will take an early opportunity of visiting you in

Yorkshire, and flatter myself that you will not find my company

troublesome. I therefore again request your promise to take me in

your way for the day only, and I truly lament that we were not earlier

acquainted, as I knew not the value of that mind which you possess.

The company of farmers in regard to tillage, combined with chemical

effects, are as empty as full blown bladders, and they dispise reading

the experiments."

PAI^T V.

Mr. Bates wanted the Security which Belongs to Owners of Land

—

Purchased Kirklevington—Lord Althorp and Mr. Bates and the

Duchess Cattle— Mr. John Grey and Star, North Star, and

Sparkles—Lord Althorp's Correspondence on Short-horns, and the

Politics of his day—Mr. Champion bought Stock of Messrs, Colling,

and Lord Althorp on his Herd—Lord Althorp'.? and Mr. Grey's

Herds—Lord Althor]/s view to the " M^in Chance "—Lord Althorp

and Mr. Bates become Less Friendly, and the Reason Why—Lord

Althorp and Mr. Bates were Actuated by Different Motives; the

Eesult being the Former was not a Successful Breeder.

Mr. Bates was not satisfied with his position as tenant

of the land he occupied. He had no expectation of being

able to increase his estate at Park End, and he considered
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that it was not capable of much farther improvement.

His farm at Halton and other pursuits left him no time to

attend to Park End. But he wished to purchase a large

estate for retirement at the expiration of his lease of Halton.

Mr. Bates said, the Park End estate was purchased in

1663 for £223 5s., and sold in 1703 for £1000 ; and that

seventy years afterwards it was offered for sale, and it

was fourteen years in the market before it was sold to my
father for £4,000. The only other offer was £2,500; and

when I commenced farming it in 1796, Mr. Thos. Eidley,

who had mad-e offers, said he would not give more for it.

The first three years I occupied it, it did not pay the ex-

penses of cultivation and management, but it improved

so much that Mr. Thomas Ridley offered £14,000 for it.

It was ten miles from any market town, and possessed no

local advantages, and was depreciated in value b}'' a new

claim for tithes which his father would not litigate. Mr.

Bates, who had been presented with the estates by his

father in 1806, sold it to Mr. Thos. Ridley in 1812. Mr.

Ridley, who had farmed it himself, said it was cheaper

than if he had got it in its unimproved state for £2,500.

Mr. Bates, who had largely increased his fortune in

1811, purchased the estate of Kirklevington, near Yarm.

It is pleasantly situated on rising ground in the Vale of

Cleveland, and mostly on the new red sandstone formation.

It contains some excellent grass land. Kirklevington had

been the seat of the Percys, in Cleveland, and afterwards

belonged to the Strathmore family, and was many j^ears

occupied by the Maynard family, so well known in short-

horn history. In 1818, Mr. Bates purchased the Ridley

Hall estate in South Tvnedale, It had an excellent
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house, but only about 300 acres of land ; and on leaving

Halton in 1821, he went to reside at Ridley Hall and con-

tinued there until 1830. Before purchasing Kirldeving-

ton he had bought the Hall Garth estate near Durham,

but the title was defective in respect of tythes. The

Vicar of the parish made claim for the tythe on Ridley

Hall, which Mr. Bates thought inequitable, the Vicar had

as trustee sold the estate to him as not liable to tythe,

and after some disputes and litigation Mr. Bates sold the

estate and then went to live constantly at Kirklevingion.

I cannot now ascertain when Lord Althorpe and Mr.

Bates first met. They certainly met at Mr. R. Colling's

sale in 1818, and the kindred spirit in short-horns soon

made them friends. His lordship is too well known to all

agriculturists to need any mention here. In the political

world he is best known as the Chancellor of the Exchequer

in Lord Grey's ministry—1830 to 1833. His short-horn

herd at Wiseton had long been established, and he was

also a successful exhibitor of fat cattle at the Smithfield

Club Shows in London for Christmas beef. Mr. Bates

freey delivered to his lordship his opinion of the Duchess

cattle, and impressed upon his lordship the importance of

using that blood which then existed in Northumberland

through Duke (226). His lordship had visited Mr. Bates

in 1818, or early in 1819, and Mr. Bates purchased

for him several short-horns of the Duchess blood. Writing

in 1819, his lordship says:—" If the Ben (70) blood is as

bad as you seem to think, it is very difficult to avoid it

for, if I remember rightly, it comes into Windsor's (698)

blood, and therefore into Star's. Pray what is the disease,

and what cattle of this blood are subject to it ? I know that
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Mason's St. John (572) sort have weak constitutions, but

I do not know of any particular disease. Though I am

veiy eager to see Spot and Sparkles, yet I shall not be

over at Wiseton till the end of September. I think it

will be best for me to accept your kind offer to keep them

for me until cool weather. I think you have made an

excellent bargain for me, for the prices are very iittle

more than butcher's prices." Spot was bred by Mr.

Compton, the purchaser of Duke (226), and was by Duke,

dam Premium cow (page 411 Herd Book, part I.), and

was the dam of Ferdinand (258). Sparkles, or Sparkler,

I am unable to trace, except that she was bought of John

Grey, Esq., of Millfield Hill, and afterwards of Dilston

and Commissioner of the Greenwich Hospital estates.'**

Star belonged to Mr. Grey, and was I suppose a son of

North Star (458). His fate appears in the following letter

of Mr. Grey to Mr. Bates :

—

"Milfield Hill, Sept. 1st, 1819.

" Dear Sir,—I intended to have written to you in a post or two

to acquaint you of the time when Sparkles was served, and to arrange

about her going home, when I had the pleasure of receiving yours

from Yorkshire informing me of the chance of Lord Althorp doing

me the honour to call on his return from the Highlands. Should

his lordship find time to do so, I shall have much pleasure in

showing him anything that this country can afford that he may deem

worthy of his attention. I think I mght venture to say, that I

could show him on my farm 100 acres of as good turnips as he would

find in any man's possession from the Tweed to the Thames. But it

is a subject of no ordinary regret with me to state that I cannot

show him Star, as that valuable animal died last week. I found on

my retnrn from your neighbourhood that he had been very ill during

* Vide the memoir of John Grey, of Dilston, by his daughter,

J. E. Butler. Edinburgh, 1869.
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my absence, and that in spite of every attempt to relieve him, he

continued growing worse from day to day and entirely forsook his

food, so that he was supported for some time by gruels, li'c. He

never had any ditficulty of breathing, but seemed to suffer much

pain internally, and when he died at last quite exhausted found the

seat of his complaint to be in the liver, which was covered in parts

with small hard knots of a whitish colour, which also was fastened

to his side. His throat, heart, and lungs were quite clear of any

appearance of ulcers or disorder of any kind. The complaint cannot

have been of very recent origin, but it is probable that the extreme

heat of the weather, by which he seemed to be excessively distressed,

had brought it sooner to a crisis. I wish he had lived one year

longer that some more varieties might have been produced from so

pure a stock,—but all wishes and regrets on that head are now

equally unavailing. Sparkles was served by Star on the 25th June,

and again on the 16th July ; since which time she has never come in

season, from which I presume there is no danger of her. I was

going to propose to you, when you wish them to go home, to allow

your man, who will no doubt be a careful driver, to bring along with

him three cows that I have at Mr. Donkin's, for doing which, I

would of course pay his day's wages and expenses ; or if you prefer

it I could send a man from here with Spot and Sparkles who would

brine mine home. If you determine on the former plan, you can

send them off at your own cunvenience ; but if the latter, be pleased

to let me know. Our turnip crops were beginning to feel the severe

drought, but have now abundance of rain, and are generally the best

I ever remember to have seen. Everything is much refreshed by

the change of weather ; although in this stage of the harvest, many

would have willingly dispensed with rain for a week or two. We are

later this year than usual in proportion to other pai'ts, little has been

stacked yet, and stands so deplorably wet in the fields. Oats are but

a light crop everywhere. Spring wheats generally so, but well filled.

Winter wheats wdll not yield to the bulk—the heaviest crops are the

worst grain. Barley is good. I have heard of no ewes being sold,

but two or three parcels to go to the neighbourhood of London, at

from 40s. to 44s., about the same as last year,—they are commonly
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thiu in condition. There is no market for dinmonts yet, but as

turnips are good I trust the prices may keep up. I send for Spot

to-day. Mrs. Grey joins in kind regards with, dear Sir,

"Yours faithfully,

"John Grey."

Lord Althorp wrote to Mr. Bates the following

letters :

—

" My dear Sir,—In consequence of my absence from home, I

did not write to you according to your desire at Halton Castle. I

shall now send a duplicate of this letter to you therCjat least of so much

of it as is of any importance that you should receive immediately.

I should very much like to have Spai-kles, and the 30 guineas cow of

Mr. Hutchinson's home as soon as I can, and as Mr. Blackett has not

called here yet on his return, I hope I shall be in time to have

Sparkles come to Kirklevington to meet him. I am very full stocked,

so that I think it better to decline Mr. Huchinson's old cow, and Mr.

Place's heifer, for the 30 guineas cow will give me a cross of all the

blood, at a moderate expense, I am very sorry for Spot's accident,

but I hope, by rest, she will soon recover ; as to your standing to

the loss, we will talk about that if it should occur. I must, however,

ask you to let her stay at Halton till after her calving, as moving her

before will now be impossible, and perhaps you can have her put to

Duke.

"Parliament is to meet, as you know, on the 23rd of next

month, which will prevent my Northern expedition before Christmas,

but if the recess is long enough I will come afterwards.

''Yours most sincerely,

" Wiseton, October 30th, 1819." • "Althoep.

" My dear Sir,—I am on my way up to town, and as I must on

getting there drive short-horn;s out of my head, to replace them by

politics—certainly a more disagreeable subject, and perhaps in the

present state of things a less useful one—I write you a parting letter

to say, that I suppose Kosette (page 475, Herd Book, vol. I.), will have

arrived when you receive this, and she may be put to the bull, the

fii'st time that she is ready. I think I told you that I wished you
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to bleed her when she arrives. Sparkles has had a bull calf ; I have

not seen him, but I hear he promises well. I cannot, however, be

very sanguine about him, for I think her coarse shoulders must come

out in a bull, but I shall not have him cut till I see hina in the end

of July. By the bye, I do not know whether you would like to see

our Cattle Show, at Doncaster, which will take place about that

period ; if you should, I need not say, I shall be most happy to see

you at Wiseton, and if you will say so, I will let you know the day

in time.
" Yours most truly,

" Dunstable, April 26th, 1820." " Althorp.

Lord Althorp hired His Grace (311) of Mr. Bates,

and wrote as follows :

—

" My dear Sir,—You may say what you please, but I will say

that I am very much oblif2;ed to you for the inclination you show to

accede to my proposal about His Grace. I am thus situated ; I have

a young bull that I expect will be good enough to put to all the

common Regent heifers next year, but I hardly expect that he will

be good enough to put to a bull breeder, and therefore if Nonpariel

should have a heifer calf, I shall not exactly know what to put her

to, because my young bull w-'ll not be worthy, and Regent is not

correct enough in his shape to be put to his daughter, but even in

this case she will be fit to put to the bull before the 1st August. I

would therefore propose to take His Grace for a twelvemonth, or to

the end of the year 1S22, from the 1st August, 1821, if Nonpariel has

a heifer calf ; if she has a bull calf, then I will take him for the year

1822. I do not consider myself bound to allow Champion the use of

a bull I hire, as this is a very unusual thing to be allowed, and I

should also rather prefer that you did not allow me to take in cows

to His Grace. This being the nature of my proposal, I shall be

obliged to you to let me know what you will ask for the hire of him

for the periods I have mentioned.
" Yours most truly,

" St. James's Place, May 1st, 1820." '' Althorp.

'• My dear Sir,—I write you a line to say that I have bought

Premium ([lage U\, Herd Book), and I have desired Mr. Grey to
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send her to Kh'ldevington. She has only calved about a month,

so she will be very fit to travel home with Palm-flower (page 429).

When she arrives, please write to Hall, at Wiseton, and he shall

send for the two. I only gave £31 los. for her, so she is very cheap.

" Yours most sincerely,

" St. James's Place, May 15th, 1820." " Althoiu*.

" My dear Sir,—I arrived here last night and found His Grace

arrived safe, but not quite well as he coughs a little, I have there-

fore ordered him to be blooded pretty copiously and to have a dose

of physic. If this does not remove the congh, I shall apply the

blister which succeeded so admirably with Spot.

" I like him very much indeed, and a great deal better than I

expected ; indeed, I can only find one point to criticise, and that is

that the arm of h"s foreleg is coarse and too muscular. This, how-

ever, is of no great consequence, and I have no doubt from the per-

fection of his shape and quality in every other respect, that he will

do me the greatest service ; I use the word perfection because I

think it most appropriate to the merits of His Grace. I wish you joy

of the birth of Earl Percy. Duke has scarcely more of his own blood

than the young Earl has, and therefore if he turns out well he will

be very valuable indeed.

'•'

I am afraid your plan of a ministry composed of men of all

parties will not succeed. The members of the administration would

have no confidence in one another, and the public, who would attri-

bute their union to interested motives, would have no confidence in

them either. This has always been the case in all coalitions which

have ever taken place, and I think probably always will. The first

thing to give energy to a government is that its members should

have confidence in the honour and integrity of one another; the

second is, that they should agree in the main principles on which

their political opinions are founded ; and without these two qualifica-

tions no government can be good for anything. The ministry which

you propose would probably not possess the first of them, though

perhaps it ought, and certainly would not possess the second. For
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these reasons I caunot agree with you in wishing the experiment to

be made.
" Believe me, my dear Sir,

" Yours most sincerely,

" Wiseton, Nov. 16th, 1820." " Althokp.

Mr. Champion was a well known breeder of cattle,

and purchased many for Messrs. Colling ; and Lord

Althorp, writing to Mr. Bates, refers to his herd and

other matters in the following letters:

—

" My dear Sir,— I am happy to tell you that His Grace's cough

is nearly well. He has never appeared ill at all with it, and has shown

such a constitution as I never saw in any beast before. No physic

will have any effect upon him ; I was able only to relax his body a little

by three pints of castor oil, for salts, the medicine I usually give,

would have no effect upon him. Upon consideration, I thought it

best not to apply a blister, for I was afraid it might irritate him, and

I am always very cautious about a bull's temper. I like him better

every time I look at him, and I think I should say he is the finest

bull I ever saw in my life, not excepting Duke himself. Champion

has seen him and admires him very much, but has, as I expected,

refused your offer
;
you will not be surprised at this, when I tell

you that Empress is now in calf to the young brown bull with a

black face, which he showed at Doncaster, He is determined to

have a new sort of his own ; I told him that they might probably be

a better sort of cattle than the improved short-horns, but that most

undoubtedly they would not be improved short-horns, but something

else. I have not yet seen Simpson, as he is out of the country. I

have not seen Champion's young bull, who is matched against

Sirloin, but from Champion's manner when he saw Sirloin, I think

the match is won already. I hope Earl Percy is well and thriving.

'' Believe me, yours mosl truly,

" Wiseton, Dec. 20, 1820." " Althokp.

"My dear Sir,— I have no wish to use His Grace to any more

cows, as I have so many in calf to him that I have hazarded enough

upon one bull, therefore he will be ready to go whenever and
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wherever you please. The only cow I should put to him by any

chance would be the Lancaster heifer, who has had so good a calf by

him ; and this, of course, would depend upon how the calf looks

when I get back to VViseton ; and this is of no consequence, as I think

Regent likel}'- to get as good an animal out of her. I cannot quite

give way about the Lame bull. Charles Colling writes me word that

he was got by a bull of Brown of Aldborough's, so that on his sire's

side at least he was well bred. Then nothing can show better

constitution than Peeress, Cecil, and Ketton. Spot is a fine cow,

and Premium, her dam, a much finer cow, and these are Lame bull

all over. Premium is got by May Duke (Lame bull), dam by Cupid,

(Lame bull), grandam by Favourite, out of Johanna, who was got

by the Lame bull himself, and I think you told me that nothing

could be better than Johanna. Cecil's horns are c[uite waxy, and so

will those of the heifer out of Harrison's cow by him be, and so are

Premium's ; and, as to the shoulders, in all these three they are the

most remarkable points ab:)ut them ; and I should prefer Cecil to

any bull I know for a cow who had coarse shoulders. When I told

you that the calf out of Rosette was amiss, I did not mean to describe

him as actually diseased. He had a scouring upon him for some

time, and as this is ihe disorder most prevalent among the short-

horned breed of cattle, I am determined never to use a bull whom I

can ascertain to have been affected in this way ; that is to say, aa

long as I can find one that has never been so. This is my only

objection at present to Radical, The public admire him very much.

" Believe me, my dear Sir,

" Yours most sincerely,

" Leamington, Sep. 1 6, 182 L. " Althorp.

"P.8.—Dais^y, the daughter of Sally, belongs to Mr. Simpson and

not to Mr. Smith. Sa'ly herself came to Smith's share, and I saw a

very promising bull calf out of her by Ketton (Lame bull again), at

Dishley, in the summer."

**My dear Sir,—I nave had one calf dropped to His Grace since

I saw you. It is a heifer out of Rosabella, who was got by Lancaster,

out of Rosette. And although it came a month before its time, and

although Rosabella is far from being a very strong constitutioued
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cow, the calf appears uncommonly well, and promises to he very

clever. I do not know how his having got a heifer calf out of this

cow agrees with your system. I am afraid you must either give up

your system in this case or His Grace's constitution, and I am sure

you need not give up the latter.

" Believe me, my dear Sir,

" Yours most sincerely,

" Wisetou, Sept. 26th, 1821." " Althorp.

The system here refeiTed to is, that if a cow is only

once served she will produce a heifer calf, but if twice a

bull calf Lord Althorp had paid great attention to such

matters, and he believed that there was a popular eiTor as

to the time of gestation of cows, and, at Oxford, in 1839,

read a paper before the Royal Agricultural Society on the

subject.

Mr. Grey had established a good herd, and followed

the advice of Mr. Bates in obtaining the Duchess blood.

He however appears for one animal only, in the first

Tolume of the Herd Book, viz., Fitzduke (259), by Duke,

dam by Phenomenon, grandam Red Rose. Mr. Bates

applied to Mr. Grey to obtain him a heifer for a friend who

',vas anxious to exhibit for a prize. Mr. Grey sent for

reply :—
'' Milfield Hill, February, 28th, 1822.

" My dear Sir,—I was duly favoured with your letter of the

23nd, hut cannot as yet give you any information about"such a heifer

as you are in want of. She should be something superior for such

an exhibition. I having been confined entirely to the house for the

last ten days by a sevei-e sprain in my leg, have had no opportunity

of making any enquiry on the subject. I expect to see Mr. AV.

Jobson to-day, to whom 1 will communicate your message, as he may

perhaps knov/ of something likely. I believe Hunt, of Thornington,

Curry, of Brandon, and some others, have heifers of an age that would
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suit to show for the sweepstake at the Tankerville Arms, in the first

week in April, but they will not probably be visible until that time,

I wish you would give us the pleasure of seeing you at that time,

and choose for yourself. At any rate, if I hear of anything likely,

you may depend on my letting you know. I fear these times will

operate against the general improvement of the breeds. Money is

scarce with the generality of land occupiers, which will have the

eflfect of throwing a monopoly of the good things into the hands of

yourself and such as can afford to go on under any circumstances. I

have a bull by Duke that I have used one season, and intended to

continue one or two, but am not at all sanguine about breeding,

having lost 16 out of 38 of my last year's calves by the quarter-ill

durinor the present winter.

" I wish Ministers had taken your advice and given the bonded

grain to feed the destitute manufacturers, or to sell to them at a

moderate price, instead of enriching a few speculators at the expense

of the agriculturists.

" Most faithfully yours,

"J. Grey."

Lord Althorp had a sale of stock in 1825, and

obtained very high prices. Soon after he wrote Mr.

Bates the following letter, which shows his lordship had

a keen eye for the " main chance" :

—

" My dear Sir,—I intend to be at Mr. Donkin's. I shall be

much obliged to you to let me know where I can see the cows and

heifers, descended from Bolingbroke, which you mention. I do not

know that I have any peculiar admiration for Bolingbroke's blood,

but I do not dislike it as you do, because 1 cannot think that the sire

of Favourite could have been other than a first-rate bull, but I rather

want some in-calf cows or heifers, just now to fill up the

vacancies occasioned by my sale, and to enable me to have another

next year. I can only give moderate prices with this view, and

therefore I should be glad to hear where I am likley to find any, in

case I should fail in supplying myself at Sandhoe. I am very

glad to hear so prosperous an account of your stock, but I beg you

M
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not to reserve any bulls for me, as I like two that I have of my own

breeding so well, that I do not think I would hire Hubback, or even

Favourite, if either of them was offered me. The two I mean are

Ivanhoe, by Cecil, out of Brighteyes, of 1817, who is not only a

good animal himself, but has proved himself a bull getter."

Mr. Bates and Lord Althorp had a discussion at

Doncaster, about the pedigree of the bull Firby, which was

much used by his Lordship, and of which Mr. Bates

doubted the soundess. Lord Althoi-p attended Mr.

Donkin's sale of short-horns, at Sandhoe, a few miles from

Halton Castle, on the 29th August, 1825, and purchased

many animals. A coolness afterwards took place between

Lord Althorp and Mr. Bates, which I have heard arose

from his Lordship having offered my late father, R. Bell,

the appointment as his agent at Wiseton, at a salary much

beyond what he had from Mr. Bates. But the subject

was not mentioned to Mr. Bates, and he first knew of it

when my father asked his advice in the matter. My
father had continued with ISIr. Bates at his original

salary, which was very small. Many of my father's

contemporaries had obtained appointments at large salaries.

Mr. Anthony Todd, who had also, on the recommendation

of Mr. Hopper, become farm steward to Mr. John Moore

Bates, had gone as head agent to Lord Shrewsbury's

estate, and was afterwards with Lord Portman, on his

Dorsetshire and Somersetshire estates.

Whatever sympathy there might be between Lord

Althoi-p and Mr. Bates in their devotion to short-horns,

there was little in their motives and objects. Mr. Bates

never thought of making profit by selling stock, and, in

his intercourse with Lord Althorp, had no idea of
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pecuniary gain. His Lordship afterwards became on very

intimiate terms with Mr. John Grey, a more congenial

friend in pohtics. Mr. Bates never forgot the award, by

Mr. Grey, of the prize for the best bull in the yard, at

York, in 1838, to Lord Althorp's bull Hecatomb, over

the Duke of Northumberland, who had got the first

prize in his class. This was the only occasion that the

Duke was not first when exhibited.

AlthoughLordAlthorp was so devoted and enthusiastic

in his love of shoi-t-horns, and he had many first-class

animals, both in breeding and fat stock, yet as a breeder,

I believe, it is now admitted that he was not successful.

He produced very few animals considering the magnitude

of his herd, and the purchases he made. His stock too

were, very many of them, unhealthy or deformed ; and he

certainly established no tribes or families of stock, and

none of the Duchess blood became permanent in his herd,

or were propagated from it. His Lordship's case is a proof

of the fact that skill and experience is required in breeding.

But these his Lordship never obtained. As the defects

and failures of his herd have been recently the subject of

many articles in print, I do not further refer to them.

Mr. Dixon in noticing Mr. Wetherell's Herds (page 173),

says :

—

"
' Great constitution' is Mr. Wetherell's leading tenet, but

* great size' never was, and if he does illustrate it, he goes to Colonel

Cradock who gloried in it, and whose * Magnum Bonum was Hke

the Great Eastern.' He always considers that Earl Spencer (then

Lord Althorp) began the bull trade, and made short-horns so to speak

fashionable with the landlords. It was the thing to go to Wiseton,

more especially about the St. Leger time, and if visitors liked a cow,

they bargained to give £50 for the produce. The Earl crossed

M 2
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in-and-in until he sacrificed constitution. They had thin fore-quarters

and no breasts ; and it was then that Mason, a very clever tirst-class

judge, a hater of ' fool's fat' and open shoulders, and most decided

a})out fore-quarters, and a good neck-vein came to the Earl's aid."

PAET VI.

Mr. Bates on the effect of a Fall in Prices after the American War
—Lord John Russell a Protectionist—Mr. Bates on Politics

—

Agricultural Questions—Sir James Graham's, Lord Althorp's, and

Sir Thomas Lethbridge's Correspondence on ditto—Free-trade

Prices of Corn resulted in Land being put down to Grass—Mr.

Bates an Employer of Labour; on the Poor Law Board; and the

Turnpike and Highway Question—On the Improvement of, and

the Planting of, Wastes and Morasses— Kyloes on improved Waste

Lands—Swedish Gentleman's Surprise at our Naked Hills—Mr.

Bates on Agricultural Machinery; he advises, in 1838, upon an

American Reaping Machine—Mr. Fawcett's Reminiscences of

Halton.

Mr. Bates witnessed the distress of the agricultural

interest after the first American war. Of this he dreaded

a return, and had very strong opinions on the subject of

protection to the agricultural interest. It might be an

interesting history to record the opinions of statesmen and

landowners on this subject. Lord John Russell, when

M.P. for Huntingdonshire, had -m-itten a pamphlet in

favour of protection, and until the subject became a

political cry, many of the leading Whig landowners were

Protectionists. Mr. Bates witnessed the ruin and misery

the low prices of agricultural produce spread all over the

North of England. All buildings and improvements were

stopped, and landowners with mortgages on their estates,

were the first to feel the effects of the reduction of rent,
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and of increased rates, when they were occnpiers them-

selves. Estates were unsaleable except at prices which

left nothing for the owner after discharging the mortgages

;

and the largest farmers who had leases were soon in the

Gazette. Many of the leading agriculturists on the Tweed

suspended payment, and many who were able emigrated

to New South Wales. They were very superior men, and

many became eminent agents in various parts of the king-

dom. The want of employment was so great that many

labourers resorted to their parishes, and thus compelled the

farmers and ratepayers to employ them. The system of

relieving the poor by payment for labour out of the poor

rates was fast becoming as common in the North of

England as it was in the Southern counties. Mr. Bates

daily received letters with heartrending accounts of dis-

tress, and urging him to exertion in getting up petitions

for relief and protection, and was in constant con-es-

pondence with the leading statesmen on the subject and

that of the Poor Laws. He urged Lord Althorp to take

a lead in the matter. The Whigs had never been free

traders, and C. Fox had once defeated W. Pitt's attempt

to obtain a free trade between England and Ireland.

Lord Melbourne, as Prime Minister, subsequently declared

in the House of Lords that a man must be insane who

thought of an absolute free trade in corn.

Mr. Bates also took an active part in relieving

agi'iculture from taxation after the French war. He

entered into correspondence on the subject, and urged his

views on most of the leading members of Parliament, from

whom he received replies generally approving his views.

Sir James Graham, Bart., of Netherby, was in constant
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communication with Mr. Bates on agricultural subjects

and improvements. Sir James became a Cabinet Minister

in the governments of Lord Grey and Sir Robert Peel

:

and, on the subject of agricultural distress, Sir James

wrote to Mr. Bates in March, 1816, as follows:

—

" I received the favour of both your letters, for which I am very

much obhged to you, as they are very clear and correspond exactly

with my opinions on the subject of agricultural distress, and also on

the taxes. I have not been able to obtain a sight of your letter to

Mr. Vansittart, but from your letters to me I believe you must have

repeated to him nearly what I did in a letter I wrote to him previous

to his stating that he should continue the Property Tax at one-half

the present rate. I therein stated that if he would confine the tax

to 5 per cent, for two years only, and on rent actually paid into the

hands of landlords, and give up the tax upon occupiers entirely, and

also the tax on agricultural horses, I believed it might pass,

although the extent of the landed distress was beyond all belief.

But if he pi'oposed to continue the smaller portion of the tax on

occupiers, and on agricultural horses, I assured him it would be

universally considered as so unjust, unequal and oppressive, that he

would lose the tax on property and income, and I have repeatedly

pressed this upon the Ministers, but they would persist, and have

been defeated, as I foretold them six weeks ago. I perfectly agree

with you that the prices of all sorts of produce will in a year in-

crease very much, and perhaps be in a very few years as much too

high as they are now too low, and also that trade and commerce and

agriculture must go hand in hand. One cannot be depreciated

without aflfecting the other, and if a Corn Bill had passed in 1813,

preventing importation when wheat was at 72s. a quarter, some part

of the evil we now feel would have been averted ; but the low prices

have not been produced by importation, as only a fortnight's con-

sumption was imported in the year 1815. The present Corn Bill,

with the reduction of taxation, will do everything for the agricultural

interest, I should hope, and the less Parliament interferes the

better : yet I think it may be wiser to impose heavy taxes on the
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importation of butter, cheese, ham, hides, skins, and perhaps seeds,

although not all seeds."

And again in April, 1816 :

—

"I received your several favours of the 39th, 27th, and

28th March, respecting the present state of the agricultural interests

of the kingdom, and your ideas of the relief to be given, which

were so sensible and coincided so entirely with my own opinions upon

the subject, that I sent them to Mr. Vansittart, and urged his

adoption of them, and you will have the pleasure of seeing that some

of them have been adopted. My opinion is that every thing has now

been done for the relief of the agriculturist, except the repeal of the

tax on the agricultural horses, and on horses used in single-horse

carts carrying coal and lime for hire, which is the most \inequal

and hard ever imposed, and I hope will be repealed, as a friend of

mine, Mr. Burrell, has given a notice to that effect the week after the

House meets. Mr. Vansittart has proposed a reduction of the duties

on horses on small farms, but that is not sufiScient in my mind.

The other relief to the agriculturist is an extension of time for steeping

barley grown in the Northern climates, as the time now allowed is

not nearly sufficient for coarse barley, or such as has very thick husks,

and which is the case with the Northern barley: if 20 hours more

were allotted, it would be a great encouragement to the malting

Northern barley, and of course to the grower. I have pressed this

upon Mr. Vansittart, but he says that it cannot be allowed without

great injury to the Revenue, as frauds would be practiced, and he

will not allow that your plan would prevent these frauds : however, I

shall again and again urge him on this subject, and also to agree to

give up the tax on hox'ses, as I have stated, and then I am sure all

reasonable agriculturists would be satisfied. From all the accounts

I have had from Lancashire, Yorkshire, &:c., &c., and from maltsters,

and consumers, I am sui'e there was no occasion this year to have

given up the war tax on malt, but it appeared to have been done in a

hurry, and in a pet. A committee (you will see), has been appoints

d

to enquire into the propriety of imposing a duty on the importation

of wool, and seeds : of course the committee will receive evidence
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upon the subject, and recommend what may appear most useful to

the community at large ; at present, my opinif>n is that it will be

unwise to impose duties on these articles on importation.

"I find agricultural produce rising in all parts of the kingdom,

and T perfectly ajjree with you, and have for many months stated my

opinion to every one, that I had no doubt all produce would be as

high before April, 1817, as any fair and honest agriculturist could

wish it to be. and the less interference by parliament the more

beneficial for the agriculturist.

" With respect to my political conduct, I trust and hope that

every one of my constituents are well satisfied with it, at least every

one whose good opinion 1 am anxious to have. I look up to Lord

Lonsdale, not only as my friend, but as the most valuable, and one

of the most liberal, independent, and enlightened of men. I am
indebted to him for introducing me to the Freemen of Carlisle, and

I do not believe I had six dissenting voices (if I had any) against my
last election, and I hope to have as few opponents at the next. I

have unremittingly for fourteen years attended to the interests of

the whole kingdom, but more particularly to those of the counties of

Cumberland and Westmoreland, and have warmly espoused every

object which has had in view the improvement of the country, or

of the people, and have made it a rule to answer every letter and see

every person, and endeavoured to serve every one deserving. I have

almost imiversally supported the Ministry, because I have approved

their princiiles and in general their measures, and when I have

differed from them, and from my worthy and most excellent friend

(which has only been very seldom), it has been Avith the greatest

pain to myself, and nothing but a conscientious discharge of my
duty, which I conceived due to the public as well as myself, could

have induced me to difier from them. If I was not a free agent,

and perfectly at liberty to act and judge according to my conscience,

I certainly would not sit in parliament one day.

" I wish well to every religious and charitable institution, and

subscribe as liberally to them all in every place where I have my
property or connexion as any of my friends or neighbours, and

particularly co the National Schools, and the Society for promoting
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Christian Knowledge, as I am more anxious for the support of the

Church Establishment than any other."

On the introduction, in 1822, of a Ministerial Bill

with a sliding list of duties, Lord Althorp wrote Mr.

Bates :

—

" My dear Sir,—I certainly do not think the bill proposed by

Lord Londonderry is the best measure which could have been

adopted for the regulation of the Corn Trade, but I think it so

great an improvement upon the present law that I cannot do other-

wise than support it. I think the best system under which the

farmers of this country could live would be with open ports, a duty

of 20s. upon the import of wheat, and a bounty of 15s. upon its

export, and other grain in proportion, as I am convinced that the

vain attempt to keep up the price of corn by a high import price has

been the cause of all our present distress. Without the power of

exporting corn in years of super-abundance, there must be frequent

recurrence of distress, and the only way in which we can have any

chance of exporting is by means of a bounty. I am afraid you will

not agree with me in opinion, but it would require a longer letter

than I ever wrote (except about cattle), to give you my reasons. I

think, however, you will be led to doubt whether I may not be

right, if you will consider the subject. These are the grounds: A
country that grows its own consumption in average years, must

grow more thaa its consumption in good years, and if it cannot

export the superfluity the price must fall seriously low, and the

increased quantity cannot make up for the deficiency of price.

" Believe me, my dear Sir,

" Yours most truly,

" Albany, June 1st, 1822." " Althorp.

Sir Thomas Lethbridge, M.P. for Somersetshire, iu

1822, wrote to Mr. Bates as follows :

—

" I am glad to hear you have sent a petition to Mr. Wortley,

who, I am afraid however, is not very cordial in our cause. I will

ask him on Monday if he has received it, and you may rely on

my support. You have now nothing more to do than to send up all
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the petitions you can to the Lords. I will name some of them,

Lords Carnarvon, King, Suffield, Lansdowne, and Holland, and the

other noble Lords who are opposed generally to the Government.

I should hope and believe they will not only receive it with care,

but present, with proper representation, your petition.

*'I -am, Sir, in great haste, and hourly and daily ever here to

serve the cause of the landowners and occupiers, who are now so

unjustly used, •

" Yours very truly,

" Lethbridqe."

Com and cun-ency questions have now been almost

forgotten. I venture to insert part of a letter from a

leading M.P., in May, 1822, to Mr. Bates, which truly

represents the difficulties his party had to meet :

—

" I have to thank you for your letter on the corn bill, which is

very much in unison with my own ideas, but, I have unfortunately

been prevented, by ill-health, from taking any share in Parliamentary

business this session. It is not exactly the influence of the monied

interest in Parliament that prevents more efficient steps being taken

to protect agriculture, as you seem to suppose, but various causes

combined. There is a strong party of real agricultural members in the

House, but not half-a-dozen of them ever agree on the same plan.

Those who are mere theorists and talk of free trade are, of course,

united and against every one of the plans of the agriculturists. So are

various other interests. Then there are a great many who won't think

on the subject at all, or who cannot devote time to it, and, as the

simplest way of settling the matter, determine to support whatever

the minister proposes. The minister himself when he comes to make

his proposition has to consider, not merely what is the best plan, but

what he can carry through the House, so that perhaps that which is

ultimately adopted, may not, even by the minister himself, be deemed

the best—and multitudes of agriculturists vote for it, merely because

they think it the best they can get. If I am correct in this view, it

follows that the great evil is want of union among the agricultural

members themselves—one well worth cure. My own opinion is that
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Londonderry's bill will pass nearly as it is, but as you allowed me to

communicate the contents of your letter, I did so, whenever I

received it, to a very intelligent member of the agricultural committee

that he might turn them to as much account as he could. In

Scotland the breeders are dreadfully ill ofif; no sales at any price."

Mr. Bates deeply lamented the subsequent free trade

legislation, and the prices at his death seemed to justify

his forebodings. The result is that the prices of com,

as tested by the tythe averages, have continued much as

before the duty was abolished, but the fluctuations in

prices have been greater, and the prices of buctcher meat

have risen very greatly. The result, however, has been

that whole districts in Northumberland have been put

into grass, and the population has decreased as the

arable culture has disappeared. The Halton Castle estate

has been all laid to grass, and let annually in "grass

parks," and one man only is employed as cattle herd,

where Mr. Bates employed fifteen men, besides women and

children, and extra labour in hay time and harvest. The

result is the same on Sir William Loraine's, and many

other estates in the county.

As a result of this practice I was, during a recent

visit to Northumberland, after a very long absence, much

impressed with the melancholy appearance of the home-

steads. Where I had seen " rich harvests and merry

harvest-homes" there is scarcely an inhabitant, and every-

thing IS grass. Even the estate of Mr. Grey, at Milfield

Hill, has been entirely in grass for some years, and let in

gi'ass parks yearly. When I asked for the great improve-

ments made by Mr. Grey on the Greenwich Hospital

estate, and in TjTieside, the universal opinion was
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that the cultivation of the whole district was much

inferior to that of 60 years ago. The lands are fast going

out of cultivation, and now few herds exist except of Irish

cattle, and they of the worst breed that can be imagined,

and the sheep on the universal grass are a cross between

the Leicester and Cheviot. Few pure breeds exist, and

these only in the hands of professional breeders. Many

large estates have changed hands, and all have been pur-

chased by gentlemen, strangers in the county, who have

made fortunes in manufactures, mining, or commerce.

Few resident landowners, who cultivate their own estates,

are in existence, and every day the gulph between the

landowner and the occupier is increasing.

Mr. Bates was always a large employer of labour,

and paid gi'eat attention to the welfare of the poor, and

objected strongly to the new poor law\ He contended

that it was quite unnecessary, and that the landowners

ought to look after their own poor without official

machinery and a large paid staff, and when it was pro-

posed to include Kirklevington in a union with Yarm and

Stockton, and parishes mostly in the adjoining county of

Durham, he took an active part in the opposition, and

insisted that Kirkleving-ton should be comprised in the

Stokesley union, in which the adjoining parish of Crat-

home, an agricultm-al parish the same as Kirkleving-ton,

was included.

Mr. Bates had a long coiTespondence with the

Poor Law Board, and in one of his letters he stated

that he had paid rates in eight townships, and never,

except once, had a pauper in the workhouse from any of

them, and in that case he offered the pauper 4s. a week
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to keep him out of the house, when he soon after died.

The result has been that Kirklevington was inckided in

Stockton union to serve the purposes of the aspiring

officials, and the rates, consequently, from being 4d. to

6d. in the poimd are now 2s. 4d. or 2s. 6d. This in-

crease of 2s. in the pound on a rental of £1,500 is, it will

be perceived, a most serious tax, while the adjoining

parish has had a very small increase.

As information on the much vexed question of

turnpikes, even at the present day, 1 may here relate some

of Mr. Bates's experience on this subject. The road which

passed Kirkleving-ton had originally been a country town-

ship road to Yarm, Stockton, and Northallerton ; in the

other direction there was amply sufficient for the estate.

An act, however, was obtained to make this into a turnpike,

and by making about five miles of new road from the

south, to make a more direct road for the thorough traffic

from the towns on the east coast to Leeds and London.

The first act provided that there should be no tolls between

Kirklevington and Yarm. When it was sought to renew

the act this exemption was disregarded, and Mr. Bates

considered it an attempt at imposition, and a breach of

the faith on which the first act had been obtained, and he

gave it his opposition. All, however, that he could

accomplish was, even when he opposed the bill in the

House of Lords, that the agricultural produce of Kirk-

levington township should pass toll-free, at gates in the

township. A railway nearly alongside this road has taken

off" all except the local traffic. The townships were called

on to keep the road in repair, and the township surveyor

was appointed hj the magistrates, without the consent of
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the ratepayers. To this Mr. Bates objected, and lie objected

to the surveyor purchasing the road materials from one of

the magistrates, and several appeals were made to the

quarter sessions on the subject. The agitation of the

subject resulted in a change in the law, whereby the

ratepayers, and not the magistrates, appointed the road

surveyors.

Soon after the death of Mr. Bates, a new act was

obtained at a cost of £800, which relieved the towns

at the extremities of this road from tolls, but took

away exemptions from the country townships : tlie

result being that Kirklevington and other townships have

to pay all tolls, even on the road materials, and to keep

the road in repair, and the tolls are applied really in

repaying the money borrowed to pay the expenses of the

acts, and the salaries of treasurer, clerk, and surveyor.

The improvement of the wastes and morasses in

Northumberland, mentioned by Mr. Trevelyan in his

letters, occupied much of the attention of Mr. Bates. Large

tracts of such land exist near to his Broadpool farm. His

father was the first person who began to improve such

land. He had purchased about 600 acres of land mostly

morass, which was sold to defray the cost of the Act and

Enclosure of the Forest of Lowes. The purchase money

was £400, and the conveyance cost only 4d. The Act of

Enclosure provided that the receipt of the Commissioners

for the purchase money should vest the estate in the

purchaser. This land was drained and limed, and planta-

tions made for shelter. There for many years a very fine

herd of West Highland cattle was kept.

Mr. Welles, in the first volume of the Journal of the
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Royal Agricultural Society, 1840, page 348, gives an

account of the kyloes he bought from this land, and from

which he established a herd in Herefordshire, and found

them much superior to what were obtained from the

Highlands of Scotland. Mr. Bates wrote much in the

Agriculturist publications, calling the attention of the

owners to the importance, if only for shelter for stock,

of planting much of such high lands. The Duke of

Northumberland and the Commissioners of the Greenwich

Hospital, on the division of the commons in Corbridge

parish, each planted about 1,000 acres, which is now very

valuable timber, and in many places the grazing is now

more valuable than before the land was planted.

Several Swedish gentlemen, who have visited North-

umberland on agricultural affairs, expressed their opinion

very strongly on the fact that we imported large quantities

of timber and allowed our own hills to remain naked. Mr.

Bates prevailed on some of his friends in the County of

Durham to plant, and they soon felt the benefit, both

in the shelter to stock and the sale of timber, even when

very §mall, for glass-house crates.

Mr. Bates had bestowed great attention on the

agricultural machinery and the improvement of imple-

ments of all kinds, and thrashing machines. He was also

familiar with the attempts made by the Society of Arts

to obtain a reaping machine, and the premiums that had

been offered for such an implement.* Mr. Bates had

* See transactions, Vol. I. Among tbe Vice-Presidents were

Hugh, Duke of Northumberland and his son Hugh, Earl Percy,

and premiums were offered in 1783, for 1.- Tbe course of

crops on strong land. 2.—For a machine to answer the purpose of
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hoard from his American friends that such machinos were

very common in America. I insert an extract to show

what he did to introduce the implement into England.

" Tlie General Annual Meeting of the Yorkshire Agricul-

tural Society was held August 30th, 1838. Earl Spencer

presided, and after a few preliminary observations, begged

to ask, ' had any member any observations to offer to the

meeting?' Mr. Bates, of Kirklevington, observed that a

reaping machine had been invented in America, and he

thought it would be the duty of such a society as the

present to send an engineer to examine it. He had heard

it highly spoken of, and believed it was a highly valuable

implement. Earl Spencer thought that before taking such

a step some preliminary enquiries should be made. Mr.

Bates said that a friend of his in the State of Illinois had

seen it for three years, and bore the fullest testimony to

its utility. Mr. H. S. Thompson, Kirkby Hall, said that

he had seen an implement of the kind in Scotland, and

thought it would bo as well to examine that before they

sent to America. Mr. Ba'tes said that probably the}- were

both of the same kind." Nothing was done by the

Society, although a trifle of the money given in prizes

reaping or mo^ving corn, by which it may be done more expeditiously

and cheuper than any metliod now practiced, provided it does not

shed the corn more than the methods in common practice, and that

it left the straw in such manner as it may be easily gathered up for

binding. 3. —For a method of destroying or burning the smoke of

fires belonging to steam engines, &c. 4.—To the planters of any of

the British Islands in the West Indies who shall impress oil from

the seed of cotton, and make from the rem;uning seed hard and dry

cakes as food for cattle. There w^ere also vaiious premiums and

prizes for planting oak, ash, and other trees, &3.
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would have tested the merits of the machine, and it is a

curious and perhaps a melancholy fact, that a machine

which had been invented and used in Scotland many years

before thus brought to the notice of Earl Spencer and the

and the Yorkshire Society, should be passed over in silence

for 13 years until it was brought into notice by the Great

International Exhibition of 1851.

Mr. Mackenzie was the only pupil, if he might be

called one, that Mr. Bates ever had. Mr. Bates declined

to take pupils, but many young gentlemen made prolonged

visits at Halton Castle, to see whatever could be of interest

or use to them. James Fawcett, Esq., of Scaleby Castle,

Cumberland, and his cousin Mr. John Vitre, now deceased,

spent a considerable time at Halton Castle. Mr. Fawcett

was a great favourite, and much esteemed by Mr. Bates,

and by his artistic talents preserved the recollections of

many of the animals there. Mr. Fawcett's portraits of

the Duchess, of 1804, her son Ketton 1st, Duchess 1st

(1810), and Comet, I have lately seen, and they convey a

good representation of what an improved short-horn

ought to be. Mr. Bates offered Mr. Fawcett, a Duchess

heifer as a present. Mr. Fawcett, in common with all

visitors to Halton, had a most lively recollection of the

pleasant time spent there, and a proper appreciation of the

character of Mr. Bates. Many made visits, or rather

pilgi'images, to Halton to see the old place, and they never

wearied in telling of the incidents of their intercourse

with Mr. Bates. I insert the following, from a memoran-

dum of Mr. Fawcett's :

—

" It is pleasant to recall to mind the memories of by-gone days,

in the sunny period of life, the gleams of which are amongst the
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most pleasurable sensations of which we are capable. With this

view I determined, a few years ago, to indulge myself with a re-visit

to Halton Castle, the scene of many happy hours spent with my old

and much valued friend Mr. Bates. With much interest I again

beheld the old place, somewhat altered, though in many respects,

much as it was in days of yore. There were the old ash trees,

and the paddock and shed where the elephantian Ketton the first,

and his successors, stalked about ; and the rich pastures to the North,

where the renowned herd roamed in luxurious plenty. The Old

Chapel. The Border Tower, and appended Mansion, and in it the

great room, where, enclosed within the precincts of the large old

fashioned screen, with a blazing fire in front, and copious libations

of tea, with old Barbara's cream and currant cake, we cosely read

and discussed Davy, Marshall, Culley, &c., and also short-horns, and

everybody and thing connected with these, till the small hours. The

days were spent in looking over the farm operations, visiting

the pastures, and riding out to see the stock and farms in the

neighbourhood. On one of these occasions we visited Mr. Donkin,

of Sandhoe, the purchaser, from Mr. Bates, a few years before of the

famous Daisy cow (then called Duchess), grandam of Duchess 1st,

she was then said, I think, to be in her twentieth year, and not having

bred for some time, was about to be sent to the butcher. I was so

much struck with her fine clear eye, extraordinary breast and

shoulders, and general appearance of an 'old has been,' that a drawing

was made of her. On another occasion our ride was extended to the

Tees Valley, and the principal herds of that famed district were

visited, and among them, that of Mr. R. Colling, at Barrapton, which

was shortly after disposed of. We spent a pleasant day with that

gentleman, and there was much interesting discussion about them.

He pointed out to us a favourite four year old cow, which had the

week before produced him three Uving calves at a birth, having been

previously barren. This he attributed to the effect of ploughing on

the farm the foregoing spring. We also saw Mr. C. Colling, then

living at Croft. Mr. Bates's criticism on these herds was by no means

sparing where he could see faults.

" At this time Mr. Bates had several other good tribes besides



HISTORY OP SHORT-HORNS. 179

Duchesses, and a number of beautiful cows of more or less affinity to

Argyleshire heifers, which he had procured from thence at consider-

able cost and trouble. The produce of these bred back to the short-

horn, seemed to answer admirably, and after a few crosses had all

the appearances of first-class short-horns ; but whether from the

diminished size of his farm at Eidley Hall, or from the gradual in-

crease of the Duchesses and Cambridges, none of them appear to

have been taken to Kirklevington.

" The character of the Duchesses at this time was that of good

and handsome wide spread cows, with broad backs, projecting loins

and ribs, short legs, prominent bosoms. The head was generally

rather inclined to be short and wide than long and narrow, with full

clear eyes and muzzles, the ears rather large and hairy. The horns

of considerable length, but of free waxy quality. They were good

milkers, and, for the most part, had a robust healthy appearance.

The colour almost uniformly rich red, with, in many of them, a ten-

dency to white about the flank. They had also generally what Mr.

Bates called the Duchess spot of white above the nostril ; but this

peculiarity does not seem to have descended to the tribe of the

present day, though it appears in the roan introduced into them by

the Oxford cross.

"Mr. Bates, being an intimate family friend, was often at Scaleby,

and induced my father to try a cross of the new breed in his long-

horns, and for this purpose insisted in furnishing us with a Ketton

bull, which answered so well that no more long-horns were got,

and by the purchase of a few well bred short-horns, many of them

recommended by him, and some from his own herd, a complete

transformation was effected. Amongst them were some descendants

of the cow, Princess, whose daughter Elvira was brought into

Cumberland, and produced some good animals. (Mr. Fawcett's

drawing of the old cow in her fifteenth year is given, shewing the

style of that tribe at the time.) She was sold at the Wynyard sale,

for 96 guineas, her sisters, Anne Boieyn and Nell Gwynne, not

fetching quite so much. To revert to the Duchesses, a strange

anomaly occurred in the case of the sixth. I recollect her being calved,

she was very handsome, and of the most orthodox colour, but with

iN 2
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a round spot, of several inches, on the flank, of the deepest black.

Whether this indicated a harking back to some ancestral highland

alloy, or freak of the cow's imagination, is a curious question.* This

long and, I fear, trivial and personal letter requires apology, but it

was thought some of the details relating to a departed one, so

eminent as Mr. Bates, ought to prove interesting to the lovers of

short-horns."

PART VII.

Mr. Ramsey's Tyneside Herd—Mr. Bates's First Bulls and other

interesting matters—The Ketton Herd and Mr. C. Colling's

anxiety—The Barmpton Herd and Mr. Bates on a Pure Love of

Money—Mr. Bates at Home.

George Hepple Ramsey, Esq., of Derwent Villa,

Winlaton, Durham, probably the oldest agriculturist noT

left, and an active member of the Tyneside Club, was a

frequent visitor at Aydon Castle, and at Halton. He says

the Aydon Castle cows were considered the best in the dis-

trict, and were very fine and large cows. He was at Aydon

Castle once after the purchase of Duchess 1st and Mr.

George Bates ridiculed the purchase, saying he had many

much superior in his own herd, which he should have had

for nothing. Mr Ramsey says that the Aydon Castle cows

were much larger than those at Halton, but that certainly

they did not show the breeding of the Duchess, and that

they considered Duchess 1st a "shabby" animal. Mr. Ram-

sey relates the care Mr. Bates took to point out to young

agi'iculturists, who went in great numbers to view the

* A similiar event occurred within my own knowledge. A pure

bred short-horn cow rubbed against some black cart grease, and made

a black spot on her skin, and produced a calf with nearly the same

black spot on the same place.
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stock at Halton, the properties cattle ought to have ; and

he frequently had them blindfolded, and made them handle

the cattle, that he might be assured they understood and

appreciated the good qualities and judged properly of the

different animals. I have endeavoured to obtain informa-

tion from the few persons now living who could recollect

the herd of Mr. Bates at Halton Castle, and perhaps

the following is worthy of a place as showing what

the impression of the writer was. He resided near Mr.

Bates and afterwards settled in Essex as a successful

agriculturist and feeder of stock. He writes :

—

" The first bulls I I'emember Mr. Bates using were Daisy Bull,

Styford, Laird, and Chieftian, until that emperor of all bulls,

Ketton, came into use, and it was with telling effect. Tommy
Thompson, the cowman, said that he never got a middling calf all

the eleven years he was in service, and I think I can see the grand

old animal standing in the bull park with his fine head, placid

countenance, his beautifully arched neck, his deep and roomy chest,

his short and wide-spread legs, his handsome shoulders and full

crops, his long, straight, and level back, his heavy flank and deep

ribs, his well-formed beautiful quarters and heavy thighs, and his

tail so nicely set as to give symmetry to the whole form. How oft

on my youthful mind was impressed the idea that I should

never see his like again, for his image was so imprinted on my
memory that whenever I began to examine a prize bull, Ketton

came full in view, and then many defects were soon prominent. Mr.

Bates' herd soon began to develop its superiority, and the jealousy

began against him because he would not allow any cows but his own

to be put to Ketton, and he did not rear many bulls, except for his

own use. There was one, I remember, the very image of Ketton

that Lord Althorp (Earl Spencer) bought. A grand animal, so like

his father, with that fine fleecy silky coat that so remarkably dis-

tinguishes the Duchess tribe. That in a great measure kept the

Duchesses in Mr. Bates' own hands for so many years. Although
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Mr. Bates used Ketton for so many years, yet a Duchess heifer or

bullock could easily be picked out of his herd ; there was something

in their very countenance, and in their prominent gait, and, above

all, in their superiour touch like none else, for in that quality they had

no equals. After Mr. Bates left Halton I had not the opportunity of

seeing his herd so often, but the last time I was at Ridley Hall I

was highly gratified at seeing second Hubback, a bull well worthy of

that distinguished name, and fully came up to my reality of what a

bull ought to be. I compared him in imagination with Ketton

;

and, if prejudice had not been deeply seated, I might have said he

was as good as Ketton. Mr. Bates smiled when I told him that he was

surely next to Ketton ; even he would not say that he was better than

Ketton. Then Belvederewas the nextgrand animalthat I exactly liked.

I had every opportunity of seeing Jobling's, Wailes' (of Bearl), Charl-

ton's (of Bearl), and the Gibson's, Angus' and Tyneside celebrities
;

but as these were mostly of the Mason tribe they did not take my
fancy, so much was I tainted with deep prejudice. I said that, if I

was anything of a prophet, I thought Mr, Bates's breed would be had

in remembrance when theirs were entirely forgotten. And then came

that Duke of Dukes, and the bull of bulls, with his never-to-be-

forgotten dam. Duchess 34th. Her equal I never saw, nor do I ever

again expect to see so grand a cow. I don't think 1 need say anything

of Mr. Bates's character, except that he was an enthusiast regarding

short-horns, beinsf a very superior j udge of a good animal. He would

never praise any that were in his opinion below the mark, but passed

them by in silence, so that many said he was so very prejudiced. But

experience proves that it was far-seeing judgment. Mr. Bates took

little interest in politics, except in the com law question, but as

regarded the breeding of cattle and sheep, he felt a keen desire to

know which were the best and most profitable to the farmer, and

which would supply the most and the best quality to the consumer

at the same cost : and he came to the conclusion, that well-bred

short-horn cattle, and the Leceister sheep, were decidedly the best

for producing both food and raiment ; and surely to no other man is

the country so much indebted as to Mr. Bates, not even to the

Messrs. Colling, as it was by Mr. Bates purchasing the dam of Ketton,
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for 100 guineas (a price that was considered incredulous), that brought

their stock into such repute. Every newspaper was trumpeting the

marvellous wonder, and every gentleman who wanted to commence

improving his herd went to the CoUings for a bull, so that it was

considered a great favour to get one from them. Previous to that

Mr. 'Mason and the Joblings were considered the great men, but

that was immediately altered, and every one that talked of improved

short-horns, set their aflfections on those of the Collings. But still

Mr. Mason had a party that stood up for his breed very stifly, but

the ' dons ' who were able and wilHng to give high prices flocked to

the Collings, and if they could be served there, well, if not then they

must fall back on Mason or Jobling. Then came Mr. C. Colling'

s

sale, which produced such a sensation throughout the whole kingdom.

Comet making 1000 guineas, and Duchess 1st 183 guineas. Then

people began to think what a judge Mr. Bates must have been to see

such extraordinary merits in his 100 guinea cow. And if he would

have sold his young bulls, by Ketton, he need not have made steers

of any of them. Only his particular favourites enjoyed the privilege

of a Duchess bull."

I have often been informed that the Ketton herd did

degenerate after 1804, and that it caused Mr. C. Colling

great anxiety, and he dreaded that the fame of the herd

would soon come to an end, and this was the real cause of

the sale in 1810. The particulars of the sale, although so

well known, I will refer to hereafter. Short-horn breeders

may investigate it to see how far any of them can now be

traced, and whether Mr. Bates was not correct in saying

that there are not any descendants of the females except

the Duchess that can be traced. None of the stock went

to any great distance. Three bulls and the Duchess went

into Northumberland, being more than went to any

county except Yorkshire. As Mr. Bates stated, he did

not purchase or wish to purchase any animal except

Duchess 1st.
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The next great sale was that of the Barmpton herd,

Mr. R. Ceiling's, in 1818, and Mr Bates did not buy any-

thing, and the only animal he thought worth having was

the Marske bull. The prices were such as again astonished

the world. I shall also notice this sale afterwards.

Mr. Bates used to say, and indeed tinily, that money-

making was the ruling motive that governed the breeders

of short-horn cattle, and not the improvement of the

short-horns. Had the latter been the main object, the

short-horn cattle might have been of double the value

they then were in these kingdoms, and spread over the

whole habitable globe, rendering an equal improvement

wherever they went, to the cattle of our younger brethren

in the United States of America, as well as in English

possessions.

Mr. Bates might have kept all his calves for bulls

and sold them at high prices. After the advent of

Belvedere, he kept more calves for bulls, but very fre-

quently not by any means the best looking or most

promising of the stock, but he frequently had ten or more

bulls in his possession which he never used and had no

desire to part with except when he considered they would

improve the herds into which they were going. As an

instance of the principle which guided Mr. Bates, I may

mention that I well recollect the late Mr. Wetherell, the

well-known breeder and judge of short-horns, coming to

Kirklevington. Mr. Wetherell—the "Nestor of short-

horns," justly called—was one of the purchasers of

Comet, and had bred many excellent cattle, and always

looked to the constitution of his stock. Mr. Wetherell

did an extensive business in buying and selling stock, and
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no one knew the merits of short-horns better. He asked

Mr. Bates if he had any bulls for sale. Mr. Bates replied

that he had, and Mr. Wetherell rejoined that he wished

to buy one or two, and after viewing the stock with Mr.

Bates, Mr. Wetherell selected two which Mr. Bates said

he would sell him. They went into the house and had

dinner. Mr. Bates then enquired about the herd into

which Mr. Wetherell proposed to send the bulls. Mr.

Wetherell asked in reply, " Of what consequence was that

as long as he got the money for them?" Mr. Bates re-

joined, he " would not sell any man a hull unless he hnew

the herd to which it was going, for if the cross did not

answer all the blame tvould he attributed to the hull." I

attended Mr. Wetherell, on his leaving, to his horse, and he

could not refrain from expressing his opinion in strong

terms in regard to Mr. Bates, for refusing to sell his cattle

at high prices so long as he got paid for them.

AVhen at home alone, Mr. Bates read a great deal,

mostly on agricultural subjects and political economy.

But he had a most extensive correspondence to keep up.

When disengaged he regularly walked out and visited all

his animals, and spoke and talked to them as if they

understood him. In the field they immediately came

round him, and he generally caressed them by rubbing

his hand down the under side of their necks, and so accus-

tomed were they to it that those he did not immediately

notice would poke him with their horns from behind, and

so call his attention to them, while others would take

hold of his coat tails with their teeth and pull at him.

To get quite away from them he was obliged to walk very

fast, and even then some of the younger ones would frisk
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and scamper after him. His shoes and clothing had often

to bo changed, as they were so impregnated with the smell

of the cattle that it was not difficult to tell where he had

been. Mr. Bates wo'jjd sometimes tell Robert Thompson,

the cowman, that he would help him to drive the cows to

the field, and while doing so the cows would come round

and not leave him, on w^hich Robert, becoming irritated,

would exclaim " I wish you'd keep out oft' way, you do

far mair ill than good, for they Svont leave you, and ther's

no driving them."

Mr. Bates can-ied his simplicity of living into all his

household arrangements, for he seemed to have had no

idea of even ordinary accommodation. Although at Halton

and Ridley Hall, he had good mansions, yet at Kirkleving-

ton he never thought of ordinary accommodation, until

his friends remonstrated with him, and he had the rooms

fitted up. The dining room was perhaps the smallest room

of its sort in the county. But never did so small an

apartment contain so many celebrities—Bishops, Peers,

and Agriculturists of all classes. Although Mr. Bates had

only a housekeeper and housemaid, yet, the most fiistidious

could not object to the style of the entertaiments he gave

or his hospitality. The Duchess of Leeds, who preceded

Lady Pigot as an admirer of short-horns, was often a visitor,

and discussed their merits, and many letters passed between

them on the subject. Mr. Bates had the same simplicity

in the accommodation of his stock. The buildings

at Halton were poor and detached, in consequence of the

occupation having been in sepai-ate holdings. And at

Kirkleving-ton he never improved on the original buildings,

the additional accommodation was of the most ordinary and
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temporary description. The best cattle were kept in cow-

sheds, with sides made up of whins or gorse, and the roof

of red tiles, not pointed with lime ; one side had long

been kept open. Mr. Bates had constantly seen the large

and superior buildings on the Northumberland farms, but

had no idea of imitating them. The buildings erected by

Bailey and Culley are models to this day in Tweedside

;

but Mr. Bates was as free from the vanity of fine buildings,

as he was of personal appearance. There was not even a

decent calf house on the place, and at last I got him to

have one erected after the model of that of Mr. Hutchinson,

of Grassey Nook.

The dress of Mr. Bates, like Arthur Blayney's, was

plain and studiously neat and becoming, although it was

of the old form and fashion. He was temperate and

abstemious in his habits, and he was generally almost

insensible to both eating and drinking, while his food was

ever of the simplest discription. His housekeeper got so

accustomed to his ways that she used to watch him and

take care that he had his breakfast before he went out in

the morning. It frequently happened, however, that he

got out without his breakfast, and that he did not return

until mid-day, and then the housekeeper would ask him

which he would have, his breakfast or his dinner, and ho

would exclaim, ^' breakfast; have I not had any breakfast"?''

He would take his breakfast, generally of oatmeal

porridge and milk, and then take his dinner, as he usually

did, at twelve o'clock, when without visitors. When

alone he never tasted anything except water, but with

company he always joined in wine ; spirits he never tasted

and malt liquors only once to my knowledge.
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Mr. Bates had a gi-eat dislike to any outward show
;

" He could never be persuaded to keep a carriage and very

seldom hired one," making an excuse that it was too great

a luxury to indulge in, and that neither his father nor his

grandfather ever kept such a thing, and he Tvas no better

than either of them, and riding on horseback he said was

much healthier. A Mr. Foster, of Carlisle, made him a

present of a strong pony to ride, but it went blind soon

after he got it, yet he continued to use it for many years

afterwards. When he first went to Halton Castle, he owned

a very excellent mare, which he rode for several years,

and she sometimes carried him a hundred miles a day,

when he wished to attend markets many miles apart. He

was at times put to some inconvenience for want of a con-

veyance. On one occasion he hired a dog-cart to convey

a friend who had visited him to Mr. Maynard's, of Harlsey.

They had not proceeded half-a-mile from home when the

mare shied at some Irish people resting by the wayside,

when Mr. Bates, who was earnestly engaged in talking and

not minding his driving, suddenly pulled at the reins, in

doing which they got under her tail and she began to kick

and broke the shaft, and turned the carriage completely

over. Mr. Bates was much bruised and could proceed no

further, and his friend and baggage were sent on to Harl-

sey in a cart.

Mr. Bates had a fine breed of Cleveland and road

horses. The Cleveland breed is now nearly extinct, hav-

ing been crossed so much by blood horses. Mr. Bates

bred many fine horses, but having lost two fine young

ones by their falling into a quarry, he never afterwards

took any interest in horses. He never joined in - field
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sports. When young he had shot each season, but having

met with an accident from a large gun bursting in his

hands, he never took one up again. This large gun was

purchased to shoot the ravens, which carried off the

lambs, and I believe they were the last seen in the County

of Northumberland.

Mr. Bates, like Mr. Curwen, took great interest in

the welfare of the poor, and in their education, and his

religious feelings brought him into intercourse with what

are called the Evangelical or Low Church party, who then

looked to the Rev. Charles Simeon, at Cambridge, as their

leader. Mr. Bates maintained a constant correspondence

with Mr. Simeon, the Rev. Leigh Richmond, and other

members of that party, both in Cambridge and in the

country, especially in Cumberland, with the Cams Wilson

family, and he was a liberal contributor when calls were

made upon him to assist the cause. He contributed

largely and took a very active part in the establishment

of the British and Foreign Bible Society, both in his own

neighbourhood and in Tweedside. Mr. John Grey made his

first public speech in support of this society. He took much

interest in Sunday and Infant Schools, and he incurred

great unpopularity by endeavouring to stop drinking on

Sundays at the public houses in his neighbourhood. He
was also intimate with Mr. Wm. Wilberforce. The state

of the Church was a constant cause of regret to him, and

as there was service only twice a month in the Halton

chapel, he endeavoured to have a service on the alternate

Sundays in the chapel, but could not obtain the Bishop's

consent and was obliged to hold it in the castle, where he

frequently had a clerical friend to conduct it.
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I venture here to insert a letter from the respected

Vicar of the Parish to Mr. Bates, then in Edinburgh*

The Vicar had lost one son in the Navy, the other was

severely wounded under Abercromby in Egj^pt, and became

a distinguished soldier. The notice of the pens may now

be interesting :

—

" Corbridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne,

" Wednesday, March 21st, 1810.

" Dear Sir,—It has long been my intention to send you a few

lines, but something or other has always intervened to prevent me.

I was much obliged for your letter in answer to mine enclosing Mr.

Gray's, a gentleman whom I know has no small curiosity to see the

improved breed of stock in the North of England, and I think it is very

possible he will one day or other beat up your quarters at Halton

Castle. From your various pursuits in Edinburgh, you cannot have

much leisure time upon your hands, yet I am willing to believe

that you will find a few minutes to spare for the perusal of what

comes from an acquaintance in this part of the country. Though you

have been removed this winter, perhaps a degree and a-half to the

northward of this latitude, I do not apprehend you have felt a colder

climate, than what you might experience upon Halton Downs.

Sunday, February 25th, was one of the severest days I ever travelled

in to the chapel, and even scared my friend Dobinson, of Great

Whittington, from attendance. My congregation was consequently

chiefly composed of your own township. Last Sunday was almost

as cold though a westerly wind, but the men of Whittington ventured

to face it as well as a lady to be churched. Upon my return home,

I called at Aydon Castle, and was happy to find both the master and

mistress of the mansion in good health. They were preparing for

dinner upon a roast turkey, to partake of which I received a most

cordial invitation ; and had not my afternoon duty stood in the way,

I would have ' devil'd' for them both the rump and the gizzard, for the

keenness of the air had set me very sharp. Your father said he

thought he had caught a little cold, but as to your mother she looks

like a four-year-old, and I'll be bound to say, notwithstanding her
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years, there is not a fairer or finer skinned woman in all Edinburgh.

Mr. Bell informed me everything was going on to his satisfaction,

though a rascally fox had been paying you a visit more than once,

but had committed no depredations. It is supposed that he had

even the audacity to take up his abode in your garden, for he had

been paddling upon the top of the hen house, and had leapt over

the wicket that leads towards the chapel. He had also attempted a

burglary upon a house where you had some lambs, but found it too

well secured, in short he has hitherto been baffled in all his efforts,

but it is necessary to be upon guard against him and shut up the

troops early in the evening. Soon after you left the country, Mr.

Giles sent us down three turkeys, a present I understand to Juliana,

which she will be happy, I am sure, to thank you for when she sees

you. Unfortunately they all proved hens, I took the liberty there-

fore, for my daughters have been absent all the winter, of placing

one of them upon the spit, and have since sent the other two to see

their old gentleman acquaintance again at Halton. After remaining

there nearly a week, they returned on Saturday, and I suppose every-

thing is now as it should be. Mrs. Wilson and I have spent our

winter alone. My daughter Jane is at Bath. Kate in London,

Elizabeth with Mr. Headlam at Wychflfe, Juliana at Richmond with

Mr. Cornforth, and my son fighting the battles of his country in

Portugal. His last letter was dated about the middle of January,

when he was in good health and spirits. I begin to think that he

will soon see some serious service there, and have more fears for him

than I am sure he has for himself. I know he will do his duty and

I pray God he may return in safety. Yesterday I called upon

Miss Donkin at Sandhoe, where I saw Mr. Donkin who gave a good

account of his wife. Henry has returned from town and had seen

Mr. Richardson, who was perfectly well and as pleasant and enter-

taining as usual. Miss Donkin has received a number of the patent

pens, any of which, if you choose, you must mention soon, as I

understand there are many applicants for them. I have taken three

of them, each difierent as to its mountings ; the particulars concern-

ing them and the prices are as follows (the prices are somewhat

higher than it was supposed they would be} :

—



£
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parishioners almost resented the attack on their minister,

and in the other the parishioners presented a silver cup to

the clergyman to celebrate his triumph at the assizes.

Before entering into any statements respecting

pedigrees and the alloy or cross with the polled Scotch

cattle, I may remark that I have invariably found the

statements of Mr. Bates correct in the minutest details.

But at the time I had great difficulty in understanding

many things mentioned by him. He always spoke of the

Messrs. Colling "admitting" or "acknowledging" to him,

but when I learnt the character and the habits of the Messrs.

Colling, as mentioned hereafter, the matter becomes clear

enough. Mr. Bates only got his information by stating

the facts, and then asking if he was accurate, and then

they only admitted or acknowledged that he had made

coiTect statements. The facts about their pedigrees, and

the supposed mystery about the alloy, are thus stated by

a writer conversant with the subject.
'*"

" It may be here not unnaturally asked, how came it to pass that

this subject had become a matter of conjecture and of controversy ?

Was nothing known as to the system the CoUings had pursued ?

What where the facts ? The brothers ColHngs appear to have been

retired, reserved men, little thinking that their cattle breeding

proceedings were to become matter of pubhc curiosity, or were to

provoke controversy. They kept no record of their proceedings

while they were in operation, nor did they leave any at the last ; and

seeing, as we have said, that the interests, or supposed interests, of

various parties conspired to make it expedient to mystify the facts,

it is not surprising that they were so mystified to a great extent.

Now, however, that this mystification is passing away, the facts are,

in our opinion, abundantly obvious."

* Letter in the Mark Lane Express, 12th April, 1858, by

Dunelmcnns.
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TAKT YIII.

The Alloy Blooil fully discussed—The '"Booth Men" aud Mr.

Thornton's Circular—Mr. Carr not a good advocate, Lut denounces

his own theory—The general custom and value of '"' Handlhig"

—

Mr. Bates on in-and-in Breeding.

The alloy blood was a stain in the pedigree of short-

horns that ^Ir. Bates would not hear mentioned. He

considered it a disgrace to the breed. Much that has been

said and written about its history is, I believe, now made

clear. Mr. Bates was well aware of the pedigrees of all

the cattle of the Messrs. Colling, and knew wliat was

meant by grandson of Bolingbroke and Lady. But tlie

subject of til e alloy was only cleared up about 1820. I

have inserted the results of the sales of 1810 and 1819 of

the Colling's in the appendix, to which I shall refer my

readers.

There liad always been an impression that the

excellence of the Colling cattle arose from crosses with

Scotch cattle, and the West Highlander was usually

mentioned as the cross, and Hubback was generally

supposed to have had such a cross. Sir John Sinclair

had always been an advocate for the excellence of the

native Scotch breeds and urged the Scotch farmers to pay

attention to their breeding and to improve them. Of Mr.

R. Colling's sale in 1819, Sir John Sinclair expressed his

opinion very freely that the prices obtained at this sale

were unw^arranted by the intrinsic value of the stock, and

that thev had no extraordinarv value above that of the

Scottish breeds, and assumed that the Colling cattle were

only crosses, such as Mr. Bates had bred with so much
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success ill 1808. The short-horn breeders of course

took up the cudgels with Sir John.

The constant reference of Mr. Bates to this alloy was

a gTeat source of imitation to the owners of such blood.

The purchasers of such animals did not like to say much

on the subject as a discussion would only depreciate the

value of the stock they had got. But few of them had

the least idea that the gTandani of Bolingbroko was any-

thing except a pure bred animal from such a grandsire.

George Coates had purchased the Galloway bred cow from

Mr. Smurthwaite, for Colonel O'Callaghan's dairy. They

were not selected as the best of their class, red Galloway

cattle being always considered worse grazers than the

black, and after attention was paid to the quality of

Scotch cattle, the red breed soon disappeared and black

only have been kept.

It was fortunate for tlio alloy cattle that the cow's

red colour could not In* cropping out in her descendants

betrav their Scotch origin ; and althou2,'h hornless ones

might be bred, certainly the horns were often of the very

shortest and very different from those of the Duchess tribe.

As Lord Altliorp says of Mr. Champion's cattle, they

might be very good, but they are not short-homs, much

less improved short-horns : and ^Ir. Bates always spoke of

this alloy with the greatest abhorrence. He could not

comprehend how C. Colling could admit such blood into

his stock, and that such a cross should be bred from the

dam of Favourite. Their short-homs had certainly not

then deteriorated in size or constitution, as they afterwards

bred the Wonderful Ox, and the Roan heifer, the White

heifer and Comet. I have stated in the appendix the

pedigrees of this alio}- croas. o 2
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I had written more fully on this subject, but as it has

become almost an article of faith with the "Booth men" to

support this cross or alloy, I think it better to copy what

other and independent persons have said and written on

the subject, and I cannot do it more appropriately or con-

cisely than by giving the following extracts from the

writings of one who has recently devoted much research to

the subject. '^ In his account of the Ketton sale, Mr.

Thornton says:

—

" The sale was on a fine October day, and early in the morniug

people rode and drove to Ketton, leaving their horses and gigs at the

adjoining farms ; all the strawyards were full, and the throng at the

sale immense ; everything was eaten up, so that bread had to be

sent for into Darlington. Mr. Kingston, the auctioneer, sold the cattle

by the sand-glass, and in accordance with the custom of the time,

received about five guineas for the business, the work of the sale

falling more on the owner than the auctioneer. I he Rev. Henry

Berry writing in 18-10, says, 'that in Charles Colling's sale in 1810,

there were some veiy fair lots bred with a kyloe cross, and ho, C.

Colling, publicly declared such to be the fact.' Eye-witnesses, how-

ever, believe that no such statement was made to the whole of the

company, for no general knowledge of the alloy blood prevailed, and

it is probable was unknown, save to Mr. R. Colling and Mr. Mason,

and one or two others. The cattle were not fed up for the sale, but

kept naturally, and sold when they were in great condition from

natural keep.

" Soon after the excitement concerning the extraordinary result

of the sale had abated. Sir John Sinclair, then one of the greatest

agricultural authorities of the day, published a paper depreciating it,

and stating that the pure bred short-horn was a mixture of other

breeds. This excited some controversy. Sir John Sinclair visited

R. ColHng and Mr. Mason, whereupon he wrote a second paper

withdrawing some of the assertions made in the first. Mr. Mason

* Thornton's Circular, 1869, volume 8, page 238.
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in the meantime gave an account of the Galloway cross or alloy

blood ; wherein he stated, ' That he did not recollect any experienced

breeder who made an offer for the mixed breed, and he was sure

that if Charles Colling had not made that mistake, his stock at

Ketton would have sold for some thousand pounds more.'

" This was read by Colonel Mellish, at the King's Head,

Darlington, and caused great consternation in the neighbourhood, as

the catalogue did not mention any particulars of the breeding of

grandson of Bolingbroke (280). Many were dissatisfied, and others

said if they had known of the transaction, they would not have

purchased. Mr. Kobert Colling also told Mr. "Wiley, that he had no

doubt it was quite a thousand pounds loss to his brother, he having

the alloy blood in his herd. This, eleven years afterwards, became

vnth the breeding of Hubback, the subject of a great controversy in

the Farmers' Journal, and continued more than a year, with the Rev.

Henry Berry and Mr. H. Cottrell on one side, and Major Rudd, Mr.

John Rooke, and Mr. John Hutchinson on the other.

'•' There is no mention of Charles Colling, who was alive at the

time, coming publicly forward to refute the various statements, but

in a private letter to the Rev. Henry Berry, he stated 'that

Hutchinson was egregiously wrong in charging the Colliugs with an

indiscriminate vise of kyloe blood.' George Coates declared un-

equivocally that he never observed anything in that stock designated

pure short-horn, that could induce him for a moment to entertain a

suspicion that the animals were nearly, or remotely, allied to the

kyloes. Mr. Charge, as well as Mr. Coates, and Charles Colling,

always deemed Hubback a pure short-horn ; and neither he, nor his

descendants, when put on cows of the pure blood, begat any calves

which denoted, in their features or coloui-, any other breed than the

pure short-horn.

" His (Charles Ceilings) stock had capacious chests, prominent

bosoms, thick mossy coats, mellovr skins, with a great deal of fine

flesh spread equally over the whole carcase, and were either red and

white, yellow roans or white. The produce of the alloy blood

increased in size, rotundy, and heavy flesh, but afterwards seemed

to lo,-^e thei fine hair and milking properties. The highest priced
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COWS at the sale were those in the highest condition, and they mostly

of the alloy blood."

Pilot, Mr. Booth's bull, is the representation of this

alloy stock. It does not appear that Mr. Booth made any

complaint on the subject. The results of breeding from

Scotch, Irish, Welsh, and other cows, and the fatal effects

of introducing their blood into the short-horn herds, is so

eloquently and conclusively stated in a recent work, that

I here quote it,*" often stating the history of the successes

at a«Ticultural shows of the certain cows with a few crosses

from dairy cows. Mr. Carr says :

—

" Mr. R. Booth's opinion that four crosses of really first-rate

b'alls, of sterling blood, upon a good market cow, of the ordinary

short-horn breed, should suffice for the production of an animal with

all the characteristics of the high-caste short-horn. In such an

opinion, confirmed by such an example as this, there is much

instruction and encouragement for tenant farmer's desirous of

improving their stock. Female short-horns of high pedigree, are, in

general, beyond the reach of their class ; but if near neighbours

would but club together, and procure for their joint use a succession of

pure bred males, of fixed and determinate character, the improvement,

in a few years, eflFected in their stock, especially as regards early

maturity and tendency to carry flesh, would be such as materially to

enchance their farming profits. It is often difficult, however, to

convince even those amongst them who have vised, and experienced

the benefits resulting from the use of a high bred sire, of the

expediency of continuing in the same course. Some wretched cross

bred cow put to the * pedigree ' bull, probably produces a buU-caK

with all the characteristics of its sire, all the more probably, perhaps,

from her being of no distinctive character herself. This the farmer

rears on something better than blue milk, in the hope of getting a

* The History of the Rise and Progress of the Killerby, Stud-

ley, and Warlaby herds of short-horns, by William Carr. London,

1867. Ridgway.
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prize or two with hiin at local shows, nine out of ten of which

absurdly ignore the first desideratum in a sire, pure descent, the bull

of one cross being allowed to compete with the possessor of half-a-

dozen. The mongrel gets the white ribbon, and immediately becomes

in his owner's estimation, endowed with every necessary qualification

for a sire. The farmer thenceforth uses him to his own cattle, and

perhaps those of half the neighbourhood. The result of this retrograde

step is soon apparent in the stock. Interesting traits of the maternal

ancestry of the parvemi bull re-appear in his progeny. The brindle,

it may be, of Pat O'Flanaghan's Kerry, the black nose and horns of

Sandy Macpherson's Kyloe, or the long-legs and flat-sides of Tafiy

Owen's Glamorgan. But though the farmer sees that he is rapidly

losing all the ground lie had gained, and that his stock has ceased to

be sought aftei', he rarely admits the cause."

Xow why should not the same fatal results follow from

breeding bulls from the Irish Colonel O'Callaghan's red

Scotch Polled Galloway cowl And at what stage in the

descent do the produce became improved short-horns?

The Galloway cattle at that period were noted as bad

grazers, with very hard thick skins, and the red variety

was ahvajs considered the worst. So much so, that it has,

I believe, entirely disappeared, and black, with improved

quality, has become universal.

That the bad handling and want of quality has con-

tinued in the descendants of this alloy seems admitted hj

^tr. Carr. However, admitting the want of what was

considered the value of the improved short-horns, says the

whole is a mistake and error. In speaking of a cow of this

alloy blood which had distinguished herself at shows, and

bred some prize cattle, he says :

—

" The Isabellas had all the great capacity for rapidly acqvuring

ripe condition on pasture. As ;ui illustration of the fallaciousness of

the usual mode of judging cattle by the softness of tb.eir flesh, it may
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be worthy of mention that at one of the Yorkshire Agricultural

Meetings held at Northallerton, a grass fed heifer, a daughter of

Isabella, by Ambo, was shown and rejected as being too hard-fleshed.

Not breeding, she was slaughtered at York for Christmas beef. Her

two successful rivals also failing to breed were slaughtered, and the

palm for the best carcase of beef was awarded to Mr. Booth's heifer

over her Northallerton rivals. Nor is this the case without many

a parallel in the history of royal shows. Numerous as have

been the prizes which the Booth cattle have received, their number

would have been greatly increased if judges had always carefully

distinguished between flesh and fat. When their decisions have

been on this ground—as they have often been—adverse to the Booth

cattle, many an experienced butcher has proclaimed a very diflerent

opinion; and could the appeal ad cramenam have been adopted by

an immediate sale of the rival animals to the shambles, how useless

would it have been in most instances to contest the supremacy of

the Booths !"

I fear I have exhausted the patience of my readers

with opinions on handling and quality, and also that it is

not loose fat. What could Charles Colling mean when he

on his retirement said, " If I had my eye-sight and the

use of my fingers I should not despair of another herd."

I cannot help asking too what farmers and dealers

mean when, before buying lean cattle, they are careful to

feel various points of the animals, and that from this test

they regulate their biddings. Why are even the Irish

dealers so eloquent in their invitations to customers.

" Jist touch them yer honour, and for sure yer honour's

fingers niver felt any to bate 'em ! See the hair of them

yer honour," ko,., &c. I never knew a breeder of any

knowledge use a bull without handling him, and at the

Darlington bull markets, any animal with good looks and

hair is handled and pressed for some pui^ose or other.
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Butchers in purchasing fat cattle, certainly think it their

duty and business to feel the animals before bidding for

them. I believe handhng and quality are not overlooked

in any other breed. It will be an amusing result, if there

has been this vulgar error in selecting improved short-

horns as the most important breed of cattle in the civilized

world. I am often reminded of the truth of the state-

ment of Mr. Bates, that this alloy blood produces no prize

bulls, by the fact that this alloy blood produced female

prize winners before the bulls were noticed. Mr. Bates

was doubtless correct when he said the judges at some

great shows gave their awards without ever touching the

animals.

As to in-and-in breeding, I believe Mr. Bates con-

sidered that it required the greatest judgment and ex-

perience. He had the difficulty of obtaining bulls of as good

or superior blood to his cows; and whenever he departed

from this rule he soon saw his errors. He had hired St.

John (572) of Mr. Mason, and had thus the only female

Baroness from the Duchess cow. The loss of Baroness

was no doubt a serious blow to him. St. John had good

blood in his pedigree.

Mr. Mason had used the best Colling bulls, and his

herd when disposed of in 1829, infused good blood into

many herds. The herd consisted of 64 females and 27

males. Lord Althorp purchased 16 females and 1 male.

Mars (413), a son of Jupiter, ought to have been inserted

in the statement as one of the bulls that Mr. Bates

denounced.

Lord Althorp, as we see above, admitted that the

St. John stock had weak constitutions. Mr. Bates calls
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it hereditary disease, but Mr. Fawcett Informs mc Mr.

Bates spoke of it as consumption. Undoubtedl}^ many

shoi-t-liorn cattle by in-and-in breeding, and high feeding

and training, did become diseased. ' I often wonder that

many more had not become so. We know well that diseased

and rotten cattle existed, as appears from the following

observations:— '• It has been said that Robert Colling's

stock were delicate. There is no foundation for this, and

it may have arisen from the delicacy of Mr. Champion's

cattle. Mr. Paley said tlie rottenness of the Warrior (673)

family came from Diana, lot 3, and Mr. Champion has

attributed it to Mr. Mason's Charles (127). jMi-. Bates

also attributed delicacy to Mason's St. John (572).''' Mr.

Dixon ^page 126), in speaking of Mr. J. Grey's herd and

liis success as a breeder, says it was principally built up

from General Simpson's North Star (full brother to

Comet), and that he also bred direct from the Collings

through Mr. Donkin's (of Sandhoe) blood. Young Star

was the best bull he ever sent to jlilfield, and Mr.

Curwen and Mr. Blamire could not resist riding over to see

him. The Generiil had bred from Mason as well as Colling,

but Mr. Grey did not care about the former, as he thought

him tricky and all for form, and that his herd became

hard to the touch and lacked constitution."

* Thoi'iiton, page 516.
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PART IX.

Mr. Bates as an Instructive Fi^iend—Mr. Rhodes on his own Stock

and the appreciation of Mr. Bates—Mr. Bates on Pedigree

—

"Mr.

Coates, Mr. Whittaker, and the Original Herd Book in MS.

—

Remarks by Mr. Coates on the Duchesses, and the late Mr. H.

H. Dixon's partiality --Lord Althorp on the Herd Book—The
AlmiL,'hty Dollar—Mr. Bates and Mr. Grant Duff on Stock-

pedigrees.

Mr. Bates often gave his advice -and assistance to his

fi'iends, especially to young breeders in obtaining cattle,

and I insert a letter to show his feelings towards the Rev.

J. Armitage Khodes,-'" then of Carlton, near Pontefract, a

gentlemen with large estates in Yorkshire, for whom he

had purchased a cow.+ It was written to Mr. Whittaker,

the well-known breeder of short-horns, and a mutual

friend. His Grace had been let, not sold to Lord Althorp.

The Duke (22 G), was the Colling bull, brother to the

Duchess I. Lord Althorp had sent some cows to him.

Mr. Bates had offered to bear any loss by the cow Spot he

bought for Lord Althorp from an accident which befell

her, and Mr. Bates expressed the same readiness in the

following letter when his purchase produced a hlacJc-nosed

calf:—

" Ridley Hall, February 1 9th, 1822.

" My dear Sir,—His Grace reached Kirklevington the evening

before I left and had borne his journey well considering the effects

of the severe cold he had had, and which I fear, from his thin

* This gentleman died in May, 1871, aged 87 years.

t Kate, Herd Bool:, volume I., page 353. Bred by Mr. Pilley,

property of Rev. J. A. Rhodes, by ^h\ Pilley's Wellington, dam by
Mr. Pilley's Eclipse. Bought for 37 guineas and sold to Mr. .) . Hunt
for 35 guineas. (G. Coatas.)



204 HISTORY OF SnORT-nORNS.

appearauce, was not likely soon to get quit of. Ketton the Third

also got safe up, and was so for some days afterwards, when he

began swelling, and they had to tap him frequently while I was

there, I am really sorry to hear our friend Mr. Rhodes has been so

unfortunate with all his cows, and the calf having a black nose, and

Lord Althorp saying Pilley's cattle are all so, has surprised me not

a little. I did hope our friend had been well laid in as a beginner

at Doncaster, but the other cows having all cast calf, and this calf

with the black nose being also dead, hurts my feelings very much,

particularly as I found ^Ir. Rhodes so very tractable and willing to

follow advice. The other cows could all be got to pay for feeding

withoiit any loss, but this cost, I think, about the double of

butcher's price when fat as markets are at present. I do assure you

I thought well of her at that time, and had it not been to serve

our friend would have bought her for myself, and not\vithstanding

all you say, and I have no doubt justly, as his lordship's I'eport may

well be depended upon, and notwithstanding that his lordship will

have no more of Duke's stock, if our friend Mr. Rhodes chooses to

part with the dam of the black-nosed calf I will yet give him prime

cost, and if he likes to part with her would send for her and put her

to The Earl, son of Duke, dam out of the own sister of Duke, and

the first bull calf she brings shall be at his service, if he chooses to

keep it as a bull solely for the use of his neighbours' cows in his own

parish and his own, thus promoting the patriotic object he has in

view and a truly laudable one it is. Do write and inform him of

my offer, and keep up his spirits, and tell him if he is not quite dis-

heartened, and will trust me again to choose for him, I will keep

looking out for another which I hope will be more fortunate and

never bring a black-nosed calf. To The Earl she will never breed a

black-nosed calf, if I have any judgment whatever of cattle. I do

really wish to have her to redeem both the cow's character and my
own judgment, and I trust our friend will not let his delicacy overcome

him if he wishes to part with her, and if he does I should wish to

have her here immediately before she takes the bull, therefore will

thank you to let him know my sentiments on the subject, and give

him your advice what you think he ought to do without any reserve

whatever. You were veiy desu'ous I should sell him the heifer out
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of Duchess the 4th, by Ketton 3rd, when at Ku-klevhigton last

spring. She is now in calf to The Earl, bulled the 19th December

last, and as fat as when you saw her in June, and if you thought

the offer of her for our friend at fifty guineas, and the dam of his

black-nosed calf, which cost about thirty-seven pounds, I will give

him the choice. For this heifer I would not take one hundred

guineas ; it is therefore giving above fifty for his cow, notwithstand-

ing the black-nosed calf she has brought, and I would be at the

expense of sending this heifer to him and bringing his cow here
;

advise him as you think best for his interest.

** I have now two bulls b}^ Duke, out of the dam of Ketton 3rd,

and a heifer by Marske, and out of the same cow, and bulled by The

Earl, and for the three I would not take 3,000 guineas, bad as times

are for farmers. I make the offers through you, that you may give

him your advice, but desire him also to follow his own after all,

" Lord Althorp blames Duke, Vv^hen the disorder in the calf w^as

from Rosette's tribe, a discovery I made from having Red Rose's own

brother, Styford, hired in 1804, of Mr. R. Colling, and you may

remember a cow, the third generation therefrom, at Kirklevington,

when Mr. Ellis was with you from Redcar, after Major Rudd's sale

in 1819. I had not one of that bull's (Stjrford) get, which did well,

and I put foi'ty cows of my own, and near twenty of my father's, and

they also were the same. Old Ketton' s stock were the up-making of

me, and now that I have again got the blood, pure of other mixtures,

shall never again part with it for any other tribe of short-horns I

have ever seen. You would, I am sure, spend a pleasant time at

Wiseton with Lord Althorp, He is a truly humble gentlemanly man.

" I did purpose on taking my pen to have given you my pedigrees

for Coates, If T knew when he had all ready prepared, I would

give him a meeting, either at your house or elsewhere, and give him

every information in my power, and, previously to his publishing, it

would be right to show the whole to Mr, C. Colling, and if you would

come there (to Croft), I will meet you at any time, by having timely

notice. To have the whole read to Mr. Collinrj, two persons being

present, or perhaps ourfriend Mr. Rhodes would make a third, and

hcarinrj Mr. Colling' s remarks, would prevent any after disputes about

Itedigrecs. If this is not done, they will be endless. Hutchinson is
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sure to attack this book, and, notwitbstaudiug all 1 have ^iaid to him,

he has published quite the contrary to what I had told him I knew

and had seen myself.

" I am truly sorry that you have been so unfortunate with your

cows; it is very disheartening. I lost in four years, 100 head, but

the last seventeen years, since I bought the first Duchess, my stock

have done well, and though this place had the character of stock

being often ill, I have not had anything unwell as yet, no farrier or

cow doctor has ever been here."

Ill reply Mr. Rhodes wrote as fullo\*-s to ^Ir.

Whittaker :—
" Mr. Bates appears to me to take up the suljject of the cow

under an erroneous impression, as if I were disappointed and

disgusted with her. The fact is that the circumstance of the black

nose to the calf, may in a great measvire be anticipated on account

of the known defect in its size. The frame of the cow is, as far as

my imperfect knowledge can enable me to decide, very superior, and

if so, the price I gave was not worthy of consideration. Lut if I

had in truth been '' hung on ' with her, as it is vulgarly termed, I

trust I should be one of the last men to wish to be relieved from any

pecuniary loss by ' taking in ' any body else with her. Except the

circumstance of being torn behind, she has no defect that I know of,

and she is likely to be the mother of excellence milkers, as her baj.'

is large, and she milks very well indeed. Hhe has become so quiet

that I can lead her anywhere. These circumstances, naturally, have

acquired her a sort of individual favour and attachment wdth us, and

we are therefore quite indisposed to part with her on any idea of

imperfection or insufficiency. But, at the same time, I have received

so many marks of favour and regard from you and Mr. Bates, that I

am willing to accede to his wishes, and to be guided by your judgment.

If you think that I have a wrong opinion of his notions, and that he

really estimates the cow in the same way that I do, I will yield to

your suggestions, and put the matter into your hands, on only this

promise that Mr. Bates, and not you, shall make the compensation

you think acquitable, that no advantage shall be taken of Mr. Bates's

constitutional ardour, and that the payment shall be in cows and

not in money."
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In February, 1822, Mr. Rhodes wrote Mr. Bates:

—

*' Mr. Whittaker has this day forwarded me your letter respect-

ing Mr. Pilley's red cow and I beg you to accept my thanks for the

ofier you have made, so that I should be uo loser by following the

advice with which you favoured me at Doncaster. But, my dear

Sir, I should be ashamed of myself if such a consideration could ever

find admission into my mind. I have the fullest confidence that the

opinion you then gave me wa^e perfectly justified by appearances
;

and the misfortune which has since happened of a black-nosed calf,

does not lead me for a moment to question the accuracy of your

judgment. I beg you therefore to believe me very much your

debtor for this as well as many other acts of kindness. If this

cow upon further ti'ial should still show an alliance to the black-

a-moor, I must try again to find something more likely to answer

the pui'pose which I had originally in view, and any small pecuniary

loss can be of no consequence whatever. Had I been admitted to

more extended acquaintance with you, I flatter myself that you

would not have given yourself a moment's concern on the subject.

I have ordered a horse-hoe to be made, of which I beg your accept-

ance as a small token of my esteem and gratitude. A grubber has

been also made for you, according to your order when here, and as

I think the implement extremely valuable, it will, if you think fit,

be senf^with the horsc-hoe. The price will be about £i 10s. I

think. I did not countermand it because I believe it will be found

most effective ; but it is not at all necessary to take it unless you like

as they are frequently wanted here, and quite supersede the plough

in many cases by the use of them. The saving is very considerable

and the eflfect in the land highly advantageous. "VVe were much

gratified by a little tour into Nottinghamshire, and did not meet

with any thing like Major Rudd's uncourteous conduct.

" Airs. Rhodes joins me in kind regards. It will give us

pleasure to hear that you are quite restored to health, and to full

enjoyment of all those blessings which Providence in its bounty

permits you to partake."

'• Yuu did me the honour to address to me a letter on the 31st
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October. I am happy to hear you have recovered your health, aud

that your farming concerns are going on satisfactorily, although your

prognostication as to the rise in the price of wheat is rather tardy

in being realized. However, the dock roots you say were abundant

in the newly acquired stubbles, and you may therefore hope that

with careful management, you may have a nice young family to take

under your care next year. I have this morning a most kind and

affectionate letter from Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, in which he invites

me and my wife ' to spend several weeks with him at Holkham.'

His opinion of the state of agriculture is of a gloomy kind, and he

cannot apparently raise his mind upon those buoyant spirits which

always support you. In order to console me for the loss of the

Herefordshire tour, we have been making a little trip into the

County of Nottinghamshire, to see Lord Althorp's, Mr. Champion's,

and Mr. Simpson's stock. We were much gratified, and he has added

many new particulars to his history of short-horns. I have recom-

mended him to publish, promising to use my influence with Mr.

Hutchinson to write him a poetical preface, in the same classical

taste as the specimen, which was lately inserted, with other accurate

and delightful observations, in the Farmers' Journal. Warren, ' hide

thy diminished head.' Day and Martin* creep into insignificance and

obscurity, for who will hereafter read the i^raises of Japan blacking

when sockbreeders shine. Orlando, Firciso, and Xormau Willie, shall

dance amidst all the flowers of poetry through the wilderness of

fancy and romance. I have been particularly imhappy in my first

attempts to acquire celebrity as a breeder of short-horns. I bought

Marchioness and Cecilia of Mr. Whittaker, at Ferry Bridge. I sent

Marchioness to the house of a friend, for fear of infection from the

cows which had here miscarried. On the third she presented me

with a beautiful dead calf, about half-grown. Cecilia was taken ill

without any previous indisposition on Monday noon last, and before

midnight she was dead. Her complaint was the quarter-ill in a most

virulent degree. Two of my purchases at Doncaster kick in the most

persevering manner, and must be parted with forth\vith ; but the red

* The celebrated Blacking Manufacturers, who kept ' Poets ' to

puff off their goods.
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cow is well, quiet, and likely in all appearance to produce a calf in the

proper course of nature. The preceding misfortunes have given me
pain, but, as it was impossible to prevent them, it is fruitless to

repine. A bountiful Providence has given me many other sources of

happiness, and to them I must gratefully turn. My wife joins me
in respectful and kind wishes for your health and well-being. We
regret you were not able to make the drill act well, but we shall still

send you, with your permission, a horse hoe, for your turnips, peas,

beans, &c., in testimony of my sense of obligations for your many

kindnesses.

" P.S.—Young Daisy is well, and we think much improved. We
believe he has been the cause of the miscarriages by a trick he has of

butting the cows. We have therefore got him a pair of spectacles

to peep through."

Mr. Bates, acting on the notion that pedigree was

everj'thing, and hemg satisfied that the Duchess tribe

would continue to flourish, adopted the plan the most

likely to distinguish the breeding of tlie tribe, viz., of

numbering them like a royal succession. In no other

v/ay could his judgment have been so completely seen as

by the numbers he adopted. It is not surprising that he

should wish for some authentic record of the breeding of

the improved short-horns. No other breeder did, or per-

haps could, adopt the same plan. Mr. Mason entered his

cows in the Herd Book, numbered from 1 to 60, but not

in families. They had no succession of stock which

could be so distinguished, and after the death of Baroness,

in 1812, he called his purchase of 1810 Duchess 1st.'''

This, together with the alloy, or grandson of Boling-

* Notwithstanding the care I have bestowed on the subject, I

feared I had fallen into an ei*ror about the price of the cow Duchess

of 1804, but Mr. Bates is correct when he says he gave the first 100

guineas the Collings got for a cow, and that this was in 1800. Uf
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broke controversy, no doubt set the herd book of George

Coates on foot. Tlie above letter shows the anxiety of Mr.

Bates in 1822 that it should be correct and authentic,

and he frequently expressed his regret that no restrictions

were placed on the insertion of pedigrees by any one who

paid for it. George Coates had been a tenant of, and lived

near Mr. Rhodes. After G. Coates had collected all the

pedigrees that were to be inserted, the whole were wTitten

out by Mr. Jonas Whittaker, in a very neat, clear hand,

and the remarks and observations of George Coates were

inserted in red ink in the same hand. This book has

generally been considered the manuscript, but it is only

the matter, and was altered in form and shape, and the

red ink parts omitted. It was presented by Mr. J.

Whittaker to Mr. Khodes, and given by him to his

nephew, Francis Darwin, Esq., Croskeld, Otley, who, at

the request of his friend, Thos. Bates,^ Esq., of Heddon-

on-the-Wall, Northumberland, has sent it for my use, and

it is now before me. ]\Ir. Darwin was a contemporary of

this cow I have no trace. In 1804, he gave also 100 guineas for the

cow, and it was for her calf, the dam of Duchess 1st., that he gave

not one-third of her price, 183 guineas. Sir H. V. Tempest in 1801

gave much more.

* This gentleman succeeded to, and is now, the owner of his

uncle's estate at Kii'klevington, on the death of his elder brothers,

George and John Moore Bates. He was formerly fellow of Jesus

College, Cambridge. My best thanks are due to him for the use of

all his uncle's letters and papers, and for the continuance of the

friendship and confidence I had enjoyed with his late uncle. I

deeply regret that his other occupations did not permit him to

devote his time to the continuation of the herd in the family. He
has possession of Passion Flower the 4th's daughter. Although not

entered in the Preston Hall sale list, was bought there for 20

guineas, and is now in calf to 13th Grand Duke.
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the Rev. Dr. Bates at Christ's College, Cambridge. I

have perused this book with great interest to see how far

it supported the statements of Mr. Bates, and I find the

red ink notes are in full accordance with Mr. Bates's

opinions. There are also some marked T. B. or Bates as

the informant, but not those I now quote, I hope to add

in an Appendix the pedigrees of the most important ani-

mals which appear in the Kirklevington pedigrees, or are

mentioned by me with the above notes. I have, however,

given those objected to by Mr. Bates, viz. :

—

Broken Horx.—Red roan, 1787, bred by Robert

Colling, by Hubback, d. by Hubback, g. d. bred by Mr.

Watson, of Mansfield, brother to the g. g. d. of Robert

Colling's Red Rose.

Puxcii.—Red yellow, bred by Robert Colling, b}'

Broken Horn, d. g. Broken Horn, g. d. cow of C Best, of

Mansfield, good size and form.

Bex.—Red, bred by Robert Colling, by Punch, d. by

Foljamb, g. d. by Hubback, own brother to Robt. Colling's

Red Rose's" dam, great hind-quarters, but shoulders not

good.

Favourite was born in 1793.

Mr. Bates said there were never two crosses until

Favourite was used. I can find no trace of such crosses.

Hubback Avas only in use tvro or three years, and his pro-

duce must have been very young when put to him. Some

one had evidently taken great pains with the above pedi-

o'rees to o-et the full benefit of the Hubback blood.

^Ir. Dixon had seen the above manuscript book, and

(liiotes the opinion of George Coates, that Diichess 1st was

onlv "fair," but does not S'ive the other opinions, which are

;

p2
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ihcss 2ncl ) o- ,^^, f
Crops. Hind quarters fair.

ihess 3rd (
*

'

'"^
^ Fair.

Duchess 2nd
Duchess

Duchess 4th ) ^..^ ,^

Duchess 5th j
' '

"^ '"'•

Duchess 6th ) Very Good.

Duchess 7th j Good.

Duchess 8th ) o- x t> xi, r< j

Duchess 9th I
^''^'''- ^«^'^ *5°°'^-

All writers agree with Mr. Bates that Duchess 1st

was inferior to the Duchess of 1804, her grandam, and

that Ceiling's bulls, even Comet, had not improved the

Duchess tribe. The above corroborates the assertion of

Mr. Bates, that he had by the use of Ketton No. 1,

improved on the Duchess No. 1, of Charles Colling.

Mr. J. Whittaker wrote respecting the Herd Book to

Mr. Bates as follows :

—

" Burley, I6tli Feb., 1823.

" My dear Sir,—Coates' book beiug now finished, except a few

prints which are expected from London this week. I beg to ask

you if you would have yours forwarded. There are several sub-

scribers in your neighbourhood, and if Mr. Coates could send them

altogether it would be less expensive to you ; and if one person could

receive and remit the money I would be glad as T have advanced the

poor old man a little money on account, and I would feel much

obliged if you could procure him a few more subscribers. The

printer having omitted Ketton 1st and 2ud, you will find them in

the appendix, which cannot make any diflPerence, as the index refers

to them. Besides the prints expected this week from Mr. Arbuthnot,

there will be several more, one of which will be Comet, which will

be forwarded hereafter. I should be happy to hear it has your

approbation and sanction, and that the old man may have something

to support him in his old age. The hooTc is merely a copy of the

pedigrees furnished by the suhscrlhsrs, so that, although errors may

appear, he cannot be blamed. I have attentively perused it and think

favourably of it.
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'•' Mr. Jetty has a bull calf by His Grace, which he thinks too

good for a steer, but the agreement betwixt you and him prevents

him from keeping it a bull without payment of a sum of money,

and which the times will not warrant him in doing ; but he will not

cut it until he hears from me."

Mr. Bates was not the only person who detected

errors in the Herd Book. I quote Mr. Dixon's account

of ^Iv. Grey's visit to Lord Althorj^ :

—

" When Mr. Grey called upon him at Downing Street, and saw

' George' as a preliminary. The latter remembered him and gave a

little dry laugh: * You've come about cows. Sir, so you'll not have

to wait long.' Sure enough his Herd Book lay beside him on

the desk when Mr. Grey was announced, and formed the text for

the next half hour. Every Monday morning his lordship received

the most accurate budget of what cows had calved during the week,

with the calf mai^ks, and he did very little work till it was all tran-

scribed into his private herd book. This morning he handed Mr.

Grey a letter. * There's a letter,' he said, * from Carnegie ;' he ad-

mires my political course, and he writes from the Lothians to say

that I shall have the first refusal of his bull.' Then he so character-

istically added—* I've written to thank him for his political confi-

dence, but I've told him there is a flaw in his bull's pedigree. He

traces him back to Red Rose, but Red Rose never had a heifer

calf.'
"

Mr. Bates showed great kindness and hospitality to

one American gentleman, who ingratiated himself so much

with Mr. Bates, that he presented him with a bull, which

was taken to America, and the half share of him sold there

for 150 guineas. Mr. Bates was then asked to give a

receipt to show that 300 guineas had been paid for him.

Mr. Bates, however, took no notice of the request, and

gave orders that if ever the person came again to his house

he was to be refused admittance, and that he would not

see him on any account. Mr. Bates paid no regard to the
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reported high prices paid for short-honis by private sale,

as he knew so many instances of receipts being given for

sums far beyond the real prices.

Mr. Bates's indignation was often roused by the

methods sometimes used to make large sales, and to create

a competition to force up high prices. One sale caused

him great pain. A number of cattle had been bought

from farmers in the district, and then were entered with

•long pedigrees in the sale of a large and well-known

breeder of short-horns. I was present at the sale, and

stood among the farmers and heard their observations, such

as follows, when an animal was brought out:—"Why that

was mine. I could not give him a pedigree. How has he

got if?" And at another sale, Mr. Bates went early to

inspect the herd. I give his own printed account :

—

It is not three years ago, I went to see a stock advertised for

Bale, and they were all stated in the catalogue of the sale to be

descended from one animal, whose represented sire I had used, and

he was cut when he left me, and I saw him soon after being castrated.

The parties whose stock was for sale were honest upi'ight characters,

and told me the year their father bought the calf ; I told them I had

had the use of that bull and had seen him cut, after having had the

use of him one } ear, but that was more than six years before this calf

was calved : they assured me they were totally ignorant thereof, but

that the person they had appointed as auctioneer assured them such

was the case. On the day of sale, on the auctioneer arriving, he

called me out to a private place, and told me he was as certain of the

fact as he was of his own existence of the bull they were descended

from, and I have little doubt he would have taken his oath it was

true, although he had proof given him by an eye-witness of the fact,

that the bull was castrated above six years before the calf was

calved ; and then turning round, and pointing to the large company

that was assembled, he said, " you see what a company I have brought

together, and what a high sale I will make by my pedigrees of this
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sale." Aud the sams aucfcioueer has continued the same pedigi-ee

to the same animals since he was certain it was a fabrication. I

mention this, by the way, to guard persons against the prevailing

pratice of pedigree making.

The sale took place according to their pedigree, and

many herds now boast of animals descended accordingly,

Mr. Bates did not insert any pedigrees in or snb-

scribe to the Herd Book after the death of Coates, and he

endeavoured to obtain accurate pedigrees by some official

or authentic parties, and to establish a rule that no

animal should be inserted unless likely to be of some

importance in future pedigrees. He objected to insert

animals and keep a record of mere fat and dairy stock.

He communicated with several influential gentlemen on

the subject, and it was thought the best course to have

yearly reports of all the births (which I believe is the one

adopted w^ith blood horses), and from such lists those

thought worth preserving must be selected and the lists

published by authority. ^Ir. Bates considered that such

lists, if submitted to the Local Societies or some such

authorities would secure their accuracy, and so stop any

attempt at making a pedigree when an animal turned

out a good show one. Mr. Bates received many commu-

nications on the subject. 1 insert one from Mr. Grant

Duff:—

" My dear Sir,—I think you know that in order to prevent de-

ceptions, or falsification of pedigrees in the North of Scotland, I

introduced annual lists which have, I believe, been of some little

use. And, although I may soon retire from the stage as an extensive

agriculturist, aud my herd of short-horns now only number twenty,

I have continued to issue the lists, and the space on the sheets

enabling me to extend remarks. You will perceive I have taken the
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liberty of quoting your opinions in regard to the injudicious manner

of giving prizes for beef instead of blood. I hope you still enjoy as

good health as when I had the pleasure of seeing you at York.

" I have always publicly and privately expressed my regret at

your not giving the world your opinions of breeding and general

management of cattle. No doubt rivalry and the disagreeable

necessity of replying to opponents entail obstacles which a \\dse man

is unwilling to encounter, but if you were privately to distribute

copies amongst your friends, as I do these lists, the good might be

spread without incurring the evil.

" Ediu, by Banff, Nov. 9th, 1848."

The principle of Mr. Bates that, in exhibitions of

breeding stock, the pedigree ought to be fully considered,

has now been admitted, and the importance of it has been

recognised by the Royal AgTicultural Society of England,

who have adopted regulations to the effect that " Each

animal entered in the short-hom classes shall be certified

by the exhibitor to have not less than four crosses of short-

horn blood which are registered in the Herd Book."

Mr. Bates would have been precluded from exhibiting

by this rule, as he was resolved to enter nothing until the

lists were verified, and he objected to a private register in

which any person might enter anything they paid for, and

to the price of a publication of which there was no public

control. It was a subject he said of more than national

importance that the breeding of short-horns should be

free from doubt or suspicion.
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PART X.

Cattle never Doctored—Libel on 2nd Hubback Refuted—Loss by-

Epidemic—Intercourse between Breeder and Butchers—A. May-

nard : his Stock and Character—Kenyon College—American Skill

and Wisdom—The Value of the Duchess Tribe— Sales at America

and Tricks in the Trade —American Cow—Appreciation of the

Kirklevington Cattle in America—Shows and Prizes.

Mr. Bates was very candid and liberal with several

persons, especially young breeders and buyers, who

obtained stock from him, or who acted under his advice,

but he met many ungrateful returns for his kindness, the

parties being unable to understand his motives, and bent

only on obtaining all the advantage they could from him.

1 may here remark that Mr. Bates, after the first few

years at Halton Castle, never employed a cattle doctor,

or bled, or blistered, or gave any medicine to his stock.

He sometimes lost young stock with quarter-ill or blank-

quarter. A recent publication, in noticing 2nd Hubback,

says, that Mr. Bates, in relying " on his idolatry for this

bull, did his herd no little harm ; and it was only when he

found that he had lost 28 calves in a year, solely through

lack of constitution, that he had to cast about for another

bull."'^ I can give this account the most distinct contra-

diction. Mr. Bates lost a great many calves in two years

together at Kirklevington, but it was bronchitis or hoodie,

all the air passages in the lungs, and up the wind pipe to

the gullet were full of small, thread-like worms, which

caused them to cough incessantly. I believe the com-

plaint originated from drinking stagnant water during the

* Druid in "Saddle aud Sirloin," page 154.
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heat of summer. In Clator's Cattle Doctor it is stated

that, ill the spring of 1831, thousands of young cattle died

in every part of the country of this complaint, and that it

often appears in the form of an epidemic.

For some years before 1833 veiy few short-honi

breeders visited the herd of Mr. Bates, and he took no

steps to bring it before the public. He reared and fed his

steers, and also fed the cows and heifers when they did

not prove in calf within a certain period, and many a noble

female was thus sacrificed. He never had calves born

during the three summer months.

When in Xorthumberland, Mr. Bates very seldom

sent any fat cattle to the market. The principal butchers

ill Newcastle and Shields came to buy his stock at home.

They were a most respectable and well-educated class,

and in their business transactions they turned over very

large sums of money weekly, and they generally stood in

a high position amongst the traders in their towns. Mr.

Kadcliffe, mentioned by Mr. Bates, was a frequent visitor

and purchaser, and also Mr. Walker, of South Shields, who

carried on a very large and lucrative business, and whose

grandson was the first M.P. for that borough. Buyers often

inspected the whole herd and gave their opinions on their

defects and merits. The breeder and feeder was thus

made aware of the defects and merits when they were to

be tested in the scales ; and for well-bred and properly-

fed animals they always obtained a higher price per stone

than for coarse and ill-shaped ones. The breeder and the

buyer were thus enabled to exchange their opinions and

to profit by their intercourse in a manner impossible

when cattle were sold by auction or hj agents without the

presence of the owners.
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From about 1820 to 1833 Mr. Bates rarely let any

bulls, and kept no calves for bulls except what he thought

he might require for his own use, or induce his friends to

introduce into their own herds for improvement of the

stock. Mr. Rhodes used Enchanter (244); and in July,

1823, Mr. Rhodes wrote as follows:—''The Red Cowl
bought of Mr. Pilley has brought me at last a bull calf,

by Enchanter. It is rather lighter coloured than she is,

and the nose correct. If you wish to have it you have

only to say so."

Mr. Anthony Maynard, of Marton-le-Moor, a well-

known agriculturist and sportsman, was always an admirer

of the stock of Mr. Bates, and used Laird bull. Mr.

Jonas Whittaker, in November, 1824, writing to Mr.

Bates, says :
—" What was Laird got by 1 I saw his

descendants at young Mr. Maynard's at Marton, and they

were most extraordinary animals. Can you inform me of

the bulls' names used at Acklam, beginning with the lirst

and downward in succession. I see the Grey Bull is said

in one place to be by a son of Favourite, and in another

by the son of the White Bull. If I ask the breeders

there they refer me to Mr. Bates. Mr. Rawdon Briggs is

about to abandon short-horns. His stock is wi-etchedly

bad. AVhat do you say of Mr. Berry's production 1 I

hope you saw Mr. Charles Colling. I think it must be

pleasing to him, as he is the chief of the piece. Mr. Wm.
Wetherell says the heifers I bought of him were by Col.

Chaloner's Major by Miner, dam by Petrack, &c. Will

you be so good as call on the bookseller, and if he has

received for the remaining books of Coates's, you will

please to hold it on my account."
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Mr. A. Maynard was brother of Mr. J. C. Muyiiard,

of Harlsey, the purchaser of Marske, and was also the

owner of the bull Match'ein and the cow Portia and a well-

known herd. I venture to insert the following as a

tribute to his memory '^ :

—

" If there is ever a gallery devoted to the lieroes of ' field and

fold,' the late Mr. Anthony Maynard will infallibly have a place.

He came from quite a short-horn and horse-loving family. ' Maynard'

s

bull' is a name of note in the 'Herd Book,' and ' t'auld yellow

cow," to which he so often reverted, made her peculiar mark.

Crusade (7898), by Cotherstone, by Bates's Cleveland Lad, from a

granddaughter of John Colling's celebrated cow Rachel, was his

most famous show beast ; but he had done nothing in that way for

some time past. He leant decidedly to the Bates blood, but bullocks

were his secret pride. He delighted to recount what toppers (the

best of which was nearly lost in the snow) he and his father before

him had pitched at Yarm ; and how both of them w^ould take * to

boot and horse lad' and ride thirty miles across country by daylight

to be at market betimes. He was always a very active man, a keen

sportsman, and rode well to hounds ; and it was, we believe, a hard-

riding accident which caused that peculiar crick about oae shoulder

which, with his keen, intelligent face, made him ' so good to know.'

For twenty years he kept the Boro' Bridge harriers, and showed

excellent sport. The Raby country then extended aa far as Boro'

Bi-idge, and the Duke always charged him, ' If you, find an outlying

fox do your best to handle hint before he reaches a cover.' He hunted

both with the Bedale and the Raby, and when either of the masters

appealed to him at a check :
* Which icay, A nthony V the general

reply was * overridden by those young officers—cast behind them! On

hunting days he was up at five, and rode over his six hundred acres

before bi-eakfast, and then fifteen or sixteen miles to cover ; and no

man told better Yorkshire hunting tales over a bottle of '20 port.

He was one of the oldest short-horn breeders in the kingdom, and

we hear that his herd numbered about 120 head at his death. To

* Druid in "Saddle and Sirloin," page 192.
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the ' Herd Book ' he had been a contributor since its commencement,

and his numerous entries traced to good and ancient families.

Marton-le-Moor, a few miles from Ripen, was his pleasant, old

bachelor home. The handsome Crusade, with a portrait of his owner

and his herdsman, formed a leading feature of the snuggery, and a

large painting of ' the best side of Comet ' (as he did not fail to tell

you), held the place of honour in the dining-room. A Yorkshire

show-ring hardly looked itself without ' old Anthony ' or Crofton

inside it, mn^ he was quite regarded as a ' chief justice ' in short-horn

matters. A more upright judge did not exist, but he had very

stronp; dislikes and ' crotchets,' and did not scruple to ex[jress them

when he was not on the bench. To the Butterfly tribe he was

never reconciled. The Royal had his services as judge at Chester,

in 1858, and again at Leeds, in 1861 ; and he liked the business so

much, that, when he was verging on seventy, he crossed the Channel

to officiate at the Dublin Spring, and proved himself in the possession

of wonderful ' sea legs.' In judging he generally gave more points

for mellow handling than for gaiety of form. He went not so much

for size as for neatness and quality, and at Dublin he was in the

minority when Rosette was drawn against Sweetheart for the first

cow prize, and he took good care to let his opinions be known. He
couldn't see it at all, and led many a breeder up to the pair in the

course of the day, and with that odd jerk of his stick, proceeded to

argue out the point on which ' Mr. Stratton had been so stiff.'

Very few, if any, had finer taste, but he was not free from that

peculiar cynicism in describing a beast which is the vice of so many

good judges. Part is spoken of as though it were the whole, and

there is no balance of points. Thus, if he spoke of Belleville, he

would say, * If you backed his hind-quarters into a hedge he was

good enough,' and left it; and unless you pressed him hard you

heard nothing of his beautiful head and fore-quarters, and ' soft,

molelike skin.' We believe that he had been at very few shows since

the Leeds Royal, and that for many months back he has been in a

very failing state—so much so, that it was hardly thought that he

would see the New Year in. He was one of the last of those ' grave

and potent seniors ' whose fine experience we can so ill afford to lose.'j
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Mr. Bates had many years ago been introduced to

the Bishops and gentlemen from America who visited

England to make aiTangements for establishing a college

in connection with the Episcopal Church at Gambier, on

the Ohio. This was called Kenyon College, after Lord

Kenyon, who, with many English Bishops and noblemen,

took a great interest in the work. ^Ir. Bates was very

active in his support of the establishment. He was much

pleased with the intelligence of the American gentlemen,

and many of them visited him in Xorthumberland and

Yorkshire, and strong inducements were held out to him

to emigrate to America and settle on the Ohio, in the

neighbourhood of Gam])ier ; and he seriously entertained

the project, and contemplated selling his estates and

removing thence with his whole herd. The conduct,

however, of one of the party who had been some time

resident with Mr. Bates became so unsatisfactory that he

abandoned the project.

The talent and enterprise displayed by the inhabi-

tants of the Western World has in nothing, perhaps, been

more successfully and usefully developed than in the

establishment of herds of short-horn cattle. I had written

many pages to show the capability of the United States

and Canada for the maintenance of large herds, and the

importance to the country of producing hides, tallow, and

beef on the most economic principles ; how they could, in

fact, manufacture almost innumerable products of their

soil into marketable products. After all, cattle are only

the machines by which this is accomplished. In the

United States and Canada short-horn cattle are not the

fancy or hobby of a few gentlemen or noblemen of large
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independent fortune. They are the investments of

highly-educated and experienced sensible men of business

and commerce. Even the Society of Friends and the

Shakers join in giving heretofore unheard-of sums for

cattle of the Kirklevington blood. Who can say that the

"preference for Mr. Bates's blood, especially that of the

Duchess tribe, is a mere caprice on their part, and that it

is not founded on reason." In announcing the departure

and arrival of Duchess cows and heifers to and from

America, a writer says:—"John Bull sends his pretty

daughters to the States. Jonathan ungallantly sends

them back again and 'calculates' the profits. If stars and

stripes are not badges of nobility, a pair of horns appears

to be, for the red, white, and roan is registered with more

titles than the Premier peer."

I did intend to enter very fully into the history of

the Kirklevington cattle in America. As, however, I

understand that Mr. Lewis F. Allen, the editor of the

American Herd Book, is now engaged in writing the his-

tory of the American short-horns, I shall only mention a

few to show the progress they had made in the lifetime bf

Mr. Bates. I cannot describe the mingled feelings of pain

and pleasure that I feel when I read the now almost

weekly announcements of the departures and aiTivals

from America of the descendants of the Kirklevington

herd. The sensation created by the sale at Windsor of

the Geneva Herd from America, mentioned hereafter, is

now superseded by the daily announcement of the recent

prices, which prove most conclusive^ that the estimate of

Mr. Bates of the value of pure blood were far below the

proper standard. A Northumberland gentleman still
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alive relates his astonishment when he was told by Mr.

Bates that the descendants in his herd of the Duchess

cow were worth £10,000. I often call to mind the

repeated statements of Mr. Bates that the Americans

knew the properties and value of improved short-horns

much better than his own countrymen, with very few

exceptions, and that the proceedings of the Royal Agri-

cultural Society in awarding prizes as they did to short-

horns, would have the effect of sending all the best to

America, and that our own countrymen would have to go

to America for their breeding stock.

Mr. Bates also dilated very much on the superior

advantages enjoyed by the Americans in the maintenance

of their herds. The boundless plains and prairies were

constantly mentioned by him and pointed out as the pro-

per scene for enterprising and experienced breeders.

Entire freedom from rents, rates, tythes, and the full

enjoyment to the occupier of all improvements in the

land. Also an intelligent and highly-educated population,

free from the narrow prejudices and interested motives

which made so many persons attempt to depreciate his

herd.

Mr. Bates frequently expressed his regTct that he had

not in his youth had such a country as America for his

energies.

On Easter Monday, 1833, I was as usual with Mr.

Bates, at the Darlington Great Market. Some American

gentlemen were there, at the King's Head Inn. They

represented the Ohio Agricultural Society, and had come

to England to buy short-horn cattle. When they came to

Liverpool, they enquired where the best cattle of this
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breed were to be found, and were directed to Darlington;

when they enquired after short-horns they were advised

to apply to Mr. Bates, and did so. Mr. Bates soon got

into conversation with them and found they had a great

knowledge of the subject, and he invited them to Kirk-

levington, and showed them his own herd, and took them

to view the principal herds in the neighbourhood. A cow,

called the American cow, and sister of Styford and Red

Rose had, many years before, been sent to America, and

been brought back, and probably she was the first improved

short-horn sent to that country. Mr. Bates was very

anxious that the Americans should obtain the best breed of

short-horns, and very much to the surprise of his friends,

he offered them the choice of two out of six females, and he

finally sold them Rose of Sharon, or Red Rose 11th, and

Teeswater, the former at 150 guineas, Mr. Bates volun-

tarily engaging to furnish the first sister-in-blood, gratis, if

she did not produce a living calf to the buyer. The latter

was sold for fifty guineas, and in like manner, if she did

not bring a living calf, the buyer to have a heifer, gratis,

off the cow, two crosses by Waterloo and then Belvedere.

He also sold them a bull calf called Earl of Darlington,

and another bull calf called Young Waterloo. This was

in April, 1834.''*

Mr. Bates offered to procure them any cattle which

they might require, provided he could ol^tain such as, in

liis opinion, were proper tribes, and he bought a l)ull

* Eose of Sharon bred onh'' two calves— a bull aud a heifer.

Their descendants have been prize cattle, and known as the Cambridge

Roses. I believe the others also proved most valuable and were all

much admired in America. .

9
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from Mr. Clark, of Skipton Bridge, which he recommended

them to take, but they declined. Mr. Bates introduced

the American gentlemen to a breeder in the neighbour-

hood, who offered them a bull ; which, however, they

declined. In the following 3'ear Mr. Bates received a

letter from America, asking him to procure several

animals for the society ; but, a few days after its receipt,

the agent or manager of a gentleman whom he had intro-

duced to the Americans, called at Kirklevington, and

wished to buy cattle, saying that he had received a

commission to huj for the Americans, and Mr. Bates did

nothing more, his friend having thus got into a lucrative

commission business ; and this agent actually purchased

and sent to America the neighbouring bull which had been

rejected the previous year ; and, after viewing Mr. Bates's

herd, told him that Mr. Clark's bull was the best he had

seen in his journeys to buy for America, and offered Mr.

Bates 150 guineas for him ; but Mr. Bates told him that

the Americans had declined to take him the year before.

The buyer said that was of no consequence, as they would

not know^ him ; but Mr. Bates said he would take care

and let them know ; and so the bull was refused, and Mr.

Bates presented him to the Kenyon College, at Gambier,

for the use of the college cows.

Mr. Bates w\arned the commission buyer against the

blood of Hermit (305), who replied " The Americans know

nothing about Hermit; what they want is a long pedigree."

^Ir. Bates then wrote to America thus :

—

" I told him Hermit be knew and had seen and bad ruined one

of the best tribes of short-horns, and that stock so descended would

bring the best short-boms into disrepute. If you had only looked
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at the predecessors of the bull, which you gave £175 for, in Mr.

Whittaker's s.ale bill, which I gave you, you would have seen how

low they stood in estimation, from the prices they were sold at

Now, by having put this bull to the heifers you got of me you will

bring their produce into disrepute ; and I will, on no consideration

whatever (if you would give me ten times the price I would

otherwise have charged you for a heifer) sell you any to put to

any bulls but what I have bred, or are of my blood. Nor will I

sell you any at any price till you and the Company you act with,

under your joint hands, have solemnly promised not to do so. ]My

object has never been to make money of breeding, ])ut to impi^ove

the breed of short-horns ; and if I know it, T will not sell any to any-

one v^'ho has not the same object in view. On this principle I began

breeding, and I am convinced I have a better breed of short-horu.s

in my possession at present than has Ijeen for the last fifty years

in the best days of the Messrs. Colling.

*' The bull you ask me about sending you, Duke of Northumber-

land, is everything I can wish in a bull, and Short Tail has taken

after 2nd Hiibback, his dam (Ducliess 32nd), two crosses by 2nd

Hubback, and Short Tail's sister, tbe best animal in my possession,

I expect is in calf to the Duke of Northumberland. The six from

which your two were taken were good, but the breed of the years

1835-6 were far superior to those six, though very good. Brokenleg

(Duchess 3ith), I offered you at 100 guineas. If you were to send

twenty times that sum for her, and her produce, I would not take it

now. You will remember I told you after buying the two heifers,

that if either of them died on the passage, or did not breed when

you got them home, I would give you the two nearest in blood to

them. Now a sister in blood to your Rose of Sharon (calved since

you were here), has produced a heifer to her sire Belvedere ; and for

the two I would not take 1000 guineas. These would have been

yours now had yours not bred. I will not sell either cow or calf, but

I have no objection to .sell the bulls I breed from them, or from

my Duchess tribe, which are far better animals than the Red Rose

triV>e ; but I will not part with tjie females of these tribes at present."

Mr. Bates kept up a fiiendlv coiTespoiidonce Avith.

q2
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many of the leading short-honi breedei-s in America, and

many American gentlemen. Veiy many American agricul-

tnrists, who visited England, were guests at Kirklevington.

Mr. Yail purchased a heifer called Hilpa from myself, and

some animals from Mr. Bates, and my brother Robert

Bell. I cannot do better than transcribe Mr. Tail's letter,

in which their progi-ess is detailed :

—

'' Troy, Sept. 27th, 1847.

" Dear Sir,—Your two favoui^s of loth July and the 9th August I

received in due course, the former speaking of Annabella, and account

of short-horns owned by Mr. Stephenson, and the latter giving a

detailed account of the fairs (shows), which had then recently occurred

in England, by which I am happy to learn the successful issue of the

exhibition of your short-horns, and those of Mr. Bell, at Scarborough.

I very much regret that the papers which you sent out to me, giving

an account of this show, as well as the Royal Agricultural Society's

show, have not yet come to hand. I am in hopes I may yet receive

them. I cordially congratulate you upon your successful exhibition of

your stock. I see it still maintains it^ usual ascendancy when

exhibited for competition. These two letters I have delayed

answering till after our New York State fair had been held, which

took place, as I had previously informed you it would, on the 14th,

15th, and 16th days of September inst., at Seratoga Springs, about 30

miles from this place. The exhibition was about as usual, though

not nearly so good as it would have been had it been held in this

City, as it was off from the Hudson River, and at a distance from

canal navigation, which prevented there being as many articles at the

show, as there would have been, had it been on the line of our great

thoroughfares. The exhibition of stock was, however, creditable to

our State, and the attendance was numerous, especially of gentlemen

of distinction, from most of the States in the Union, as well as many

of the first men in the Canadas.

" And now you will allow me to say that while the blood of

your stock maintains its deservedly high reputation at home, it is

winning not less fame in America. I exhibited Hilpa, and the first
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premium in the fii'st-class of Durliams was awarded to her. aud the

second pi-eniium was awarded to Mr. Prentice's cow, which I suppose

is the best he has ; he had two on the ground and in the same class.

I sent my bull Meteor, out of Duchess aud Wellington, up to the

show for exhibition, only at the request of some friends, he having

taken the State Society's first premium for best Durham bull in lii'st

class in ISii, and also first prize in firet class of bulls of any breed

at the same show. The bull Marion, owned by Messrs. Bell and

Morris of New York, and which was bred by the late Earl Spencer

of England, was on the ground and justly took the fii-st premium in

first class Durham bulk. The judges in their report on Durham

bulls, made the following remarks, and which is extracted from their

report :
—

' The Committee would mention here, as coming in this

class, the justly celebrated bull Meteor, belonging to Mr. Geo. Vail,

of Troy, which was on the ground for exhibition only ; having taken

the first prize at a former fair, was excluded from competing at the

present. ]Vc thinl- lie stands unrivalled. ' In the second class, or

two years' old bulls, the first premium was awarded to Young

Meteor, owned by Mr. "NVakeman, and which bull I sold to him when

about three mouths old. This bull has now taken three first

premiums of the state societ3% He took the fii-st prize of this

society as best bull calf, and last year first prize as best yearUng.

He was got by Meteor and out of one of my Durham cows, bvit not

from either of those I had from you. My two yeai-s' old bull also

took the second premium in this chiss. Mr. Wakeman had also his

two years' old heifer, got by Meteor, and her bull calf on the ground.

This heifer also took the first prize as a two years' old heifer. He
also purchased this heifer from me at the same time he purchased

the bull cak', and this heifer has also taken the first premium at three

successive State Shows as a heifer calf, a yearling, and now as a two

yeai-s' old heifei*, and her bull calf, about five months old, took the

first premium as a bull calf, and one I exhibited took the second prize.

I had four heifer calves on the ground, and one took the first and

another the second prize, which were all the prizes ofiered in that class.

I had no yearling bull on the ground nor was there any of my breed-

ing exhibited, and Mr. Ti-entice took the first prize in this class. I

had a yeiirliug heifer on the ground]; she was awarded'the third
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prize. Geo, Ohlen took the first, and U. D. Campbell the second.

The result is then, that in every class except one where I had an

animal, or there was one of my breeding, they were awarded the

first pi'izes. There was, however, a three years' old bull got by Wel-

lington on the ground, which I sold when a calf with his dam, but

he was poor in condition and not fit to show. He was not awarded

any prize, and should not have been sent to the show in the con-

dition he was in.

" I have thus been particular in detaihng the result of this great

show, as I doubt not you feel an interest in it, and that it will be

highly gratifying to you. I suppose at this show there were thirty

or forty thousand persons present, and many of the first men in the

country, among them tv.-o ex-Presidents of the United States. As

soon as our agricultural papers publish a full description of the show,

1 will send you a paper or two giving particulars. Hilpa has dropped

a white bull calf, now about six or eight months old, got by Meteor

;

and Lady Barrington has also dropped a red and white bull calf,

about four weeks ago, also by Meteor. One of these calves I have

sold to go to Ccmada, at the close of navigation, at 300 dollars. Tho

other I think I shall keep for my own herd. I have just got Wel-

lington home, and think I shall put him to Lady Barrington and

Hilpa, and hope to get heifer calves. Lady Barrington' s calf last

year by Meteor is a heifer, and a promising one. This is the only

heifer calf I yet have had from the cows I have received from you,

and hope I shall be more successful the next year in heifer calves.

Mr. A. B. Allen, of New York, whom you know, is continually

urging me to get from you a young Duchess bull, and I would much

like one, but at present I dare not venture the expense. Meteor, in

some respects, is a finer animal than Wellington : he is better in the

hind-quarters and across the hips. Wellington has not a })road hip,

and is rather thin across the twist, and some of his calves partake of

this defect. His fore-end cannot be beat ; he is a superior handler,

as also is Meteor. They both excel in this valuable quality. I

weighed Meteor three days ago : his weight is 2,200 lbs., and Welling-

ton, when in order, will weigh about 1,800 or 1,900. Meteor makes a

splendid show, and, I doubt not, would take a high rank even in

your country. Our county show took place in the city last week,
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aud the best we have had. I was equally successful iu wiuuiug

premiums here as at the State Show. Hilpa took the first prize.

A yearliujif bull which I showed, got by Meteoi', aud not from cows

from you, took the first prize for the best bull on the ground ; and

my tv/o years' old heifer aud my yearling heifer each took the first

prize in their respective classes. I only put one animal in each class,

and took the first prize in all but one ; and I believe this exception

had the blood of my herd, and that of yours iu part. Annabella, I

hope, may make a good milker ; she will never make a show cow .

she stands entirely too high on her legs ; her ofFspriug may be better,

as Welhngton and Meteor are both right in this particular. You

will see I have written you in a hurried manner. I could say much

more to you, but must delay till I again have the pleasure of address-

ing you. AVith my most cordial wishes for your continued health, I

remain, very respectfully, your friend, &c,, Geo. Vail."

*• Thomas Bates, Esq."

To the above letter, Mr. Bates made the following

memorandum, which w^as found among his papers after

his decease :

—

" The above is from the President of the Great American

Agricultural Society, answering to our Royal EngHsh Agricultural

Society iu importance in that country. He got from me in the

spring of 1840 his bull Wellington, out of luy Oxford premium cow

in 1839, and by my bull Short Tail, when he was only a few months

old ; and his Meteor bull was by his Wellington and out of a heifer

he got of me by Duke of Northumberland. All the cattle he got

of me obtained the highest premiums at their shows from their first

going to America ; aud on Wellington bull being landed at New

York, a person saw him, and understanding he had an elder brother,

came over to England and told the gentleman who had bought the

brother of me, that he had come over on purpose to buy him, and

gave him all he asked for him—250 guineas—and returned with

him to America, exhibited him ten times, was always successful,

although their best bulls in America were brought out in competi-

tion against him. Hilpa was a cow bred by my tenant, Mr. Thos-

Bell. "Thomas Bates.

" KirkleviDgton, Oct. 31st, 1847."
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[Meteor's portrait was taken and engraved for insert-

ing in Vol. III. of the Transactions of the Xew York

State AgTicultnral Society, in 1843, to which was added

the following note :
— '* Meteor was by Duke of Welling-

ton, dam Duchess, both bred by Thomas Bates, of Kirk-

levington, Yorkshire, England, from whom Mr. Vail

purchased them."

In June, 1818, Mr. Vail wrote to Mr. Bates :

—

" I have recently purchased the entire herd of short-horns

belonging to Mr. Prentice. It may, in the present state of demand

for short-horns here, he considered by some as rather a bold operation.

The herd consists of twelve head, being the four reserved cows which

he considered the best of his herd, when three years ago he made his

large public sale. These four and their ofiFspring compose the

purchase. Among this number there is a few animals which I

conceive will breed well to my balls Duke of Wellington and Meteor,

which I propose to retain, and sell off the remainder. I have told

the Messrs. Allan^ and Colonel Sherwood, who have had the use of

my bulls to their herds, that thei'e was no other way to revive prices,

so as to procure renumerating prices, for breeding than by introducing

the blood of your herd, and through this medium to convince the

public of its superiority, and I believe they concur with me in that

opinion, though, I fear, they have not entire confidence of success, as

I see they are making preparations to make sale of the most of their

short-horns, at our New York State show, in September, at Buffalo.

I do not myself like the idea at all of giving this matter up, as I

conceive the short-horns are decidedly preferable, as a combination,

for the dairy and the shambles, to any other breed of neat cattle.

And at this crisis, unless some one or more do not persevere and

keep up pure bred animals, the loss to the country will be incalculable.

Now, what I want to aid me in my endeavours to sustain this stock,

is a young red or roan Duchess bull from you, but I cannot, at

present, think of increasing additional expense in procuring one,

I have to-day received a letter from John Wittenhall, Esq., who,

together with Hon. Adam Ferguson, of Nelson Gore, Upper Canada,
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purchased Lady Barrington's last bull calf, which he calls Haltou,

after the name of the County he represents in the House of Assembly,

in Canada, saying he wishes me to have his name, pedigree, breeder's,

and his present owner's names, recorded in the forthcoming volume

of the British Herd Book, which will be of service to him and Mr.

Ferguson. He was by Meteor, out of Lady Barrington 3rd, and is a

red roan, and a fine ^animal, one which will do you much credit in

Canada, as descended from your stock. The young bull has recently

reached his destination, and the owners are much pleased with him

,

and intend to keep him as a clo&e bull for their own herds.

"P.S.—I regret that the transactions of the last year's operations

of the New York State Agricultural Society are not yet out for last

year. I will by first opportunity send it. It contains a good portrait

of Hilpa and her bull calf."

It is often mentioned as a remarkable fact that the

Kirklevington herd in America produces a much larger

number of bulls than heifer calves. Such calves being

nearly all kept for breeding ; the blood is thus spread

over a large extent even of that vast country. The im-

proved value of such a gTcat quantity of stock soon covers

any sum, however large, that is paid for the pure blood.

PART XL

Durham Agricultural Society
—

"Weighing and Measuring Cattle

—

Tyneside Society—Working Classes : attempts of the Duke of

Northumberland to Improve— Crowley's Crew—Manufacturers

supporting their own Poor and Schools—Success of Mr. Bates

—

Envy—Vray to manage him— Short-horns in Northumberland

—

The Messrs. Jobson—Training for Shows—Booth and Crofton

—

Ruinous consequences—Mr. Bates again exhibits—Yorkshire

Society, 1838.

The proceedings of the Durham Agricultural Society

had especial reference to the killing value of cattle and

sheep, and probably their experiments on the relation of
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live and dead weights might be utilized at the present day.

I am informed that on the Continent the usual plan in

the large markets, and at distilleries and sugar manufac-

tories, where large quantities of cattle are fatted, is to

sell cattle by live weight, the buyer of course exercising

his judgment as to the quantity of dead meat he may

expect, in the same manner that a miller in buying wheat

by weight calculates what quantity of floiu' he may obtain.

Mr. Mason made many experiments by weighing the food,

and his stock at stated periods, and also on the different

sorts of food.

Mr. Bates never had a weighing machine for his

cattle, but he had tables for ascertaining the weights by

measurements. These tables he obtained from his father,

and they were compiled from experiments made by him,

the Messrs. Culley, and other agriculturists.'"' These

tables were often copied, and much used in the district.

The measurements, in many respects, shewed the progress

of the improvement of the stock, perhaps more pointedly

than by weighing. The experiments at Halton, in feeding

were often superintended by young gentlemen, who resided

there for the purpose, and Mr. Bates in his letter to

Professor Jamieson, in 1812, mentions two gentlemen who

would be at Halton as companions to Mr. Mackenzie.

The Tyneside Agricultural Society, so often mentioned

by Mr. Bates, had the support of all the principal noble-

men and landowners of the district. The labourers and

poor were not overlooked by the society. I may here

* Rules and Measures are now made from these Tables. Ewart'd

I have found most useful, and easily managed. See also C. Hillyard's

.letter oa this sabjegt, Royal Agricultural Society, vol. 3, page 337.
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relate wli.'it wfis fonrierly attempted for the ))eiiefit of the

working cIrbsch. The Duke of Northumberland (the Earl

Percy of 1783) was jjatron or president of this society.

This nobleman was most energetic in the improvement of

his estate, and the tenants and labourers of all classes. He

made most patriotic endeavours to reform the whole of the

agricultural lal>ounng population. The cottages on liis

estates were let with the farms and occupied by the hinds,

i.e. married farm servants hired l^y the year, and each

found a bondager, i.e. a woman to work for the farmers

when required. His Griicc took all the cottages away

from the farmers and let them direct to the occupiers,

adding half an acre of good land near eacli cottage for

garden, and fixed the rent of both at 25 shillings a year;

no rates were then paid by cottagers. Each occupier who

could purchase a cow had sufficient grass land to gi-aze and

gi'ow hay for it at a very moderate rent. The liberality

of His Grace, however, proved generally a curse instead of

a [blessing to all the parties, 'i'lie farmers soon found

that they could not rely on the independent cottager for

regular lalxjur, and hired single men and women to reside

and board in the farm-houses, and the cottagei-s and their

families sought employment at manufactories and new

works, often at great distances from their residences, but

they clung to their cottage and potato ground with true

Irish love, and generally with the same improvident result.

1'he welfare of their working men was the first considera-

tion of the founders of most of our large manufactories.

Sir John Crowley (the Sir John Anvil of Addison's

Spectator), in the last century established at Winlaton

and Swallvrell the fii'at large ironworks in the Noilh of
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England. His workmen were collected from all parts of

the country, but principally from Yorkshire, "Warwick-

shire, and Staffordshire. At first they were a most dis-

orderly race, and in the county were called Crowley's crew.

This worthy and benevolent gentleman made rules for

regulating wages and disputes among themselves.

" He also made an excellent regulation for supporting their own

poor, by each workman conti'ibutiug eightpence a pound out of his

earnings, which raises a fund that enables them to allow a man and

his wife seven shillings a week when past work. A widow is allowed

three shillings a week, and one shilling a week for each child. To

entitle them to this privilege they must live all their time with the

factory ; if they leave it they lose the benefit of this association.

" He also established schools at Winlaton, Winlaton Mills, and

Swalwell, for the sole benefit of the workmen's children.

*•' The proprietors built a chapel at Winlaton, capable of holding

upwards of 300 persons, and pay the ofiiciating clergyman.

" They also keep and pay a surgeon for attending the workmen

whenever they require it."

Very many men brought up and educated under

these rules became managers and owners of large establish-

ments, and their descendents are now among the most

eminent and wealthy in the Northern Counties. Similar

rules in modern times might have saved much agitation

about education and poor laws, and kept the land free

from the charge thereof.

I have referred to the proceedings of the Tynesidc

Agricultural Society, and I find the name of Mr. Bates as

gaining the prizes for bulls, cows, tups, ewes, the best

swine, the best road mare, and also for turnips,—Sir Wm.

Loraine, Messrs. Gibson, Jobling, Wailes, Harbottle, and

numerous farmers also exhibiting and obtaining prizes.
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The swine of Mr. Bates were a very superior breed, which

I have continued, and now possess.

The success of Mr. Bates and the general state of

his stock at Halton, no doubt caused great envy and

jealousy, as mentioned above. I here quote the written

account of Mr. Bates himself :

—

" I exhibited cattle at the Tyneside Agricultural Society's

meetings, from its first institution in 1804 to 1812, but never showed

my best cattle, and was successful at every show (and these exhibi-

tions were held sometimes thrice a year) till the last show in 1812,

and I then showed better animals than I had ever showed before.

One of the judges told me afterwards, that those who influenced the

proceedings, decided in the room, before they went out to examine

the stock, that I should never have another premium in that Society,

however excellent the stock I exhibited ; and this gentleman, and

others who knew the determination come to, advised me never to

exhibit again, and for 26 years afterwards I never did till the York

meeting in 1838, although I continued my subscription to the Tyne-

side Society till it was dissolved.

"In 1819, seven years after I had ceased to show, a breeder of

short-horns, removed to the northern part of Northumberland from

Tyneside, dined with me at the same table at Berwick-upon-Tweed,

and after dinner he asked me, before a very large company, how my
stock was going on, and I said I had not exhibited since 1812, and

knowing the resolution that was come to, ' that I was never to have

a premium, however excellent the stock I exhibited,' he then said

' You ought not to reflect upon me seven years afterwards, for I

avow myself to have been the proposer of that resolution ;' and he

set to work to defend himself and those who acted with him, ' justi-

fying their conduct' ty saying, ' that they were perfectly right in so

doing, as they had none of my blood, and having, for so many years,

given me premiums, it was time to put a stop thereto, and act for

their own interest alone, and help the sale of their own stock ;' this

ended two years afterwards in the breaking up of the Agricultural

Society in Tyneside ; and the short-horned cattle of that district.
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from having been the best shows I ever knew, far exceeding any in

the present day, as a whole, became the worst of any district I know

of; for in 1837, at the Hexham Show, there was not even the

vestige of a good short-horn from Tyneside in Xorthumberland, and

the premiums were nearly all carried away by strangers from other

districts ; and with the decline of good short-horns, the agricultural

produce of the district fell off to less than one-half to what I had

known it on many farms, and probably never again will become

equal to what it once was, while in other parts of the kingdom the

agricultural improvements have greatly advanced. This ought to

be a warning to all other agricultural societies to prevent the con-

ductors thereof being governed by selfish motives, to advance their

own interest, mstead of the public advantage ; for I have held, and

ever will hold, that the prosperity of the landed interest, I mean

landlord, tenant, and labour conjointly, tends to the prosperity of

every other class in the state."

Mr. Bates wished the society to tiy experiments on

feeding and test the stock, and offered to be at the sole

expense.

I have taken great pains to ascertain in Tyneside,

whether Mr. Bates was not under some misapprehension

as to his treatment by this society, and a gentleman of

high position, who was then a member of the society,

informed me that Mr. Bates was quite accurate, and that

he was present when the resohitions were come to, that

Mr. Bates should have no more prizes. I said was this not

wrong and unfair to Mr. Bates. He replied " Xo, not all

;

it was the only way we could manage him. Pie got all the

prizes." This society was dissolved in 1821. The number

of members had much diminished, and a great change for

the worse had come over both the cattle and cultivation

of the district. After discussing what were the real

objects of such societies, they were satisfied that they had
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seen the cultivation of the land and the breeding of stock

carried to a point with which they could not hope to

improve by any exertions of the society, and therefore

dissolved it. The Northumberland Agricultural Society

was subsequently established, and also a local society in

Tyneside by Mr. John Grey. Mr. Bates, however, always

took a great interest in the agriculture of his native county,

and at the meeting at Alnwick in 1840, his bull 2nd Duke

of Northumberland, then let to Messrs. Jobson, took the

first prize. Mr. Bates was present at this meeting, and at

the dinner his health was proposed by the chairman, and

drunk with great enthusiasm ; for which he returned thanks

saying that, " although he resided then in Yorkshire, his

heart was still in Northumberland."

Messrs. Jobson were old friends of Mr. Bates, and

they possessed the descendants of Jolly's Bull, as before

mentioned. " Jobson's old sort" were long spoken of, but

they had used bulls with Punch and Ben blood and their

herd had much deteriorated. It however re-established its

character after the use of the 2nd Duke of Northumber-

land. Mr. Bates agreed to take two heifers for his use for

three years, or £50 a year, at the option of Messrs.

Jobson. He tried to rouse the breeders in Northumber-

land to energy and stop the often-lamented decay of the

breeds in that county, and he made most liberal offers of

this bull for use in Northumberland, which, however, were

not responded to. Fortunately this is now remedied by

the spirited enterprise of Sir Walter Trevelyan and Sir

John Swinburne, and others, whose herds contain many

animals of Kirklevington blood.

The Trevelyan family have long been patrons of agricul-
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ture. Arthur Young records in his Northern tour the

pleasure he derived from his visit to WalUngton. The

irrigation of Somersetshire was introduced in many places

in Northumberland. The Messrs. Culley at Wark, and

at Halton Castle and Ayden Castle, it was in use many

years, but all the works are now abandoned, and are a

puzzle for the antiquary. The Devon cattle could not

compete with the short-horns and kyloes.

The late Sir John Swinburne was also an active

member of the original Tyneside Society.

2nd Duke of Wetherby, and 13th Grand Duke

(21850), are now in use at WalUngton and Capheaton.

The Princess of Yetholme, from the herd of Sir Walter,

obtained, in 1863, three prizes as the best short-horn cow

and, in 1869, the first prizes at Birmingham and Smith-

field.

Lady Florence, in the Capheaton herd, obtained six

prizes and one cup in Yorkshire, but will not be shown

again.

Mr. Gow (of Cambo) has several first-rate animals,

also of the Kirklevington blood.

Before referring to the exhibitions of the Kirkleving-

ton herd for prizes, I make a few observations to show the

exertions of Mr. Bates in endeavouring to make shows

really efiiective for the purposes for which they were

intended. His labours met with no thanks or reward in

his lifetime, and his motives were never appreciated. We
have seen what his opinions were on this subject as early

as 1807, and I think we must now admit that he showed

not only patriotism, but wisdom and foresight in his

writings at that period. I cannot more clearly express
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the opinions of Mr. Bates on feeding for exhibitions, than

in the language of the historian of the Booth herds.

Speaking of the management of cattle prior to 1838, he

says :

—

" At that period there were happily no shows to demand the

sacrifice of the best cattle in the kingdom, as the few that were held

could be reached by the majority of cattle attending them only bv

such long journeys on foot as would be impracticable by animals in

such a state of obesity as is now a sine que non, with the judicial

triumvirate. High feeding at that time meant no more than good

pasture for cows early dried of their milk ; and the term ' training'

was never heard except in relation to horses. The first breeder who

introduced the system, which has since run into such rumous excess,

of house-feeding cows and heifers in summer on artificial food, was

Mr. Crofton ; and in that year he, of course, took all before him in

the show-yards."

Mr. Dixon says" "the Booth family began with Tees-

water and twin brother to Ben (660), and lengthening the

hind-quarters and filHng up the fore-flank, and breeding

with a view to that fine deep flesh and constitution, which

hears any amount of forcing, have been their especial aim.

It was the late Richard Booth's opinion that no bull had

done their herd so much good as Albion (14), of the alloy

blood, and Mr. Whittaker and Mr. Wetherell were quite

with him on the point. It may be said that short-horns

generally have grown smaller in frame, and that there is

perhaps not that rich coat and uniformity of character

* Saddle and Sirloin, by the Druid. London, 1870, (page 150).

The Druid was Mr. Henry H. Dixon, the author of the Prize Essay
on Rise and Pros^ress of Short-horns, published in the Journal of the

Koyal Agricultural Society of Euglantl, LS0.5. Vol. I., 2nd serie.<,

page 317. I fear I have quoted Mr. Dixon before without tliis

explanation,

R
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which invested some of the earlier herds, but still those

who can make the comparison from memory are fain to

allow that in their flesh points and general weights, the

breed shows no decay. What the Brothers Colling were

in earlier days the Brothers Booth have been in the latter.

If the elder conld boast of Necklace with the wondi'ous

crops, and Bracelet, in whom none could find a fault, save

a trifling deficiencj^ in the fore-rib, it was left to the

3'ounger to keep up the type with the beautiful Charity,

&c. Bichard Booth and Crofton might be said to have

initiated the modern 2^lcm of Jceejnnc/ beasts far more in the

house and preparing thejn esjoecially with a vieiv to shovjs.

No blood has been more widely spread than that of

Warlaby and Killarby throughout the United Kingdon,

or commanded a finer hull-hiring trade, &c."

Mr. Carr, in reference to the state of fat in which

breeding animals are exhibited by short-horn breeders,

and after enumerating the number of prizes obtained by

the Booth Herds at each exhibition, says:

—

** It is idle, however, to condemn those who adopt this ruinous

system, so long as the judges award tlieir prizes and the public their

commendations to animals in this unnatural state. The hxeder must

folloio the fashion, or be left behind in the race, as systematically

as the ancient husbandman selected from his herd this to propagate

the breed, and that to bleed a victim at the sacred shrine, must the

modern short-horn breeder, vho would maintain his position before the

world, yearly single out the choicest of his herd for immolation on

the altar of the Royal Agricultural Moloch. Nevertheless, hard as

it might be with such cattle to forego the triumphs of conquest,

good sense would seem to say—if such be the cost at which renown

is to be purchased

—

" ' Then rather let my herd, as leisure leads.

Wanton inglorious o'er the grassy meads.'
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I hope to satisfythe short-horn breeders that Mr. Bates

had the courage and also the good sense not to follow this

niinous fashion, and that to him alone the world is now

indebted for the preservation of this old valuable race of

cattle in a pure and uncontaminated state, and I hope the

sacrifices and exertions of Mr. Bates to accomplish this

will be duly appreciated.

Mr. Carr again on this fatal training says, (page 93):

—

" Mr. Booth deprecated the system, yet was obliged in great-

measure to confirm to it. Though his cattle were absolutely un-

rivalled in their aptitude for quality and ample development on

pasture, and he repeatedly sent them in blooming health and burly

condition from the pasture to the show field, and occasionally with

success, he too frequently on such occasions came off" second best

;

hence it was found necessary to subject, for an adequate period,

such of them as were designed for exhibition to a system whose dis-

astrous efiects, even the vigorous condition of his cattle were unable

finally to counteract ; hence the failure of female representatives of

the Blossom and Charity tribes, &c."

It is difficult to gather amidst the poetry the

eloquence of Mr. Carr's history in what the Booth blood

really consisted. They had no tribes which can be traced

or numbered like the Kirklevington herd, and I have the

impression that he has proved that all the old valuable

blood of the Booth family, what tliey had even in the

days of Colling, has entirely disappeared in the female

line, and that the stock which now boast that name are

all descended from the alloy bulls Albion and Pilot, and

the market cows.

Of the herds of the Messrs. Booth, Mr. Carr has so

clearly and concisely written that I will say no more. They

were honoiu'able, upright men of business. They caiTied

r2
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on the "Bull Hiring" Trade. "But though Mr. Booth

deeply regretted the necessity of shewing his cattle, he

still felt compelled to do so, even to the last, and he shewed

Prince of Battersea, at Newcastle, only a few months before

his death, &c. But Booth blood was fated still to maintain

that proud ^:)rem^^«??^ which it has always held when fairly

tested. Animals of kindred blood, in the language of the

turf, ' took up the running.' " Mr. Carr also enumerates

the prizes obtained by the alloy cattle of Colonel Townley,

Mr. Ambler, Lady Pigott, &c., "and how they conquered in

a hundred fields." Messrs. Booth had to sell and let their

stock, and to do so must follow the fashion of the day,

whatever that might be. This no doubt they did with

great success and honour. Charles Colling had obtained

the highest prices for his cross bred or alloy cattle. Why
should the same not be continued, and the alloy blood

continue to preserve its superiority in appearance and price?

Alloy bulls and market cows can produce animals, one-half

of which can be trained for exhibition, and the other half

sold as stock, and so represent the elite of the short-horn

race. But then, to keep this up, bulls of sterling blood

are necessary/. Where are they to come from 1 The bad

handling of the O'Callaghan cattle, and of the Johanna

tribe, surely did not represent the merits of the ancient

class of short-horns.

It was an unfortunate day for the comfort and peace

of mind of Mr. Bates that he ever consented to exhibit his

herd for public competition. He was as it were an

amateur, having to meet and contend with professionals.

He says he was urged to show the world w^hat pure bred

improved short-horns were by a gentleman who accidentally
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saw his herd, I believe myself that his great anxiety

was to show young breeders, and especially the Americans,

what improved short-horns really were. Mr. Bates would

not follow the fashion. He would not bow down to or

worship the images of short-horns set up. Not even those

of the Roj'al Agricultural Society of England. But the

neglect or rejection of his cattle was a matter of public or

national importance in his eyes. It was not a personal one.

Mr. Bates did exhibit at York in 1838 on the forma-

tion of the Yorkshire AgTicultural Society. It was with

great reluctance he gave up his resolution never to exhibit

again. He sent seven animals to contend for eight prizes.

1.—The prizes were for the best bull of any age £25 ; second

ditto, £10. 15 competitors. First Premium to Hecatomb, the

property of Earl Spencer ; second ditto, Mr. Wiley.

2.—For the best two-years-old bull, £15 ; second ditto, £5.

9 competitors. First Premium to Thomas Bates ; second ditto, Mr.

Linton.

3.—For the best yearling bull, £10 ; second ditto, £5. 9

competitors. First Premium to Mr. Wiley ; second ditto, Mr.

Childers, M.P.

4.—For the best cow of any age, in calf or in milk, £10 ; second

ditto, £5. 9 competitors, 12 animals. First Premium to Mr. John

ColHng ; second ditto, Mr. Edwards.

5.—For the best cow, tln-ee-years-old, in calf or in milk, £10
;

second ditto, £5. 4 competitors, 6 animals. Fhst and second

Premiums to Thomas Bates.

6.—For the best two-years-old heifer in calf, £10 ; second

ditto, £5. 7 competitors, 10 animals. First Premium to Mr.

Bates ; second ditto, Mr. Edwards.

7.—For the best yearling heifer, £10 ; second ditto, £5. 7

competitors, 8 animals. First Premium to Mr. Edwards ; second

ditto, Mr. Bates.

Mr. John GREr, Dilston, )

Mr. Benn, Lowther Castle, > Judges.

Mr. Smith, West Rayson, )
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So that Mr. Bates obtained five prizes and lost three.

On the health of the successful candidates being

proposed at the dinner by P. B. Thompson, Esq., Mr.

Bates acknowledo-ed the toast in a verv animated

speech, in the course of which he alluded to the condition

of cattle breeding when he first knew it fifty-four years

before. The interest of agriculture he considered of per-

manent national importance. It was a science to which

chemistry and all other branches of natural philosophy

ought to give place. He alluded to the proposal for in-

troducing a section of agriculture in the British Associa-

tion, and regretted that there was no professorship of

agriculture in either of the universities. His address

elicited the warmest applause.

Lord Dundas congratulated the meeting on the

success likely to attend the society. He lamented with

Mr. Bates that there was no professorship of agriculture

at either Oxford or Cambridge.

PART XII. i

Mr. Bates and Judges at Shows—American Opinions and Sympathy

—John Grey on Judges—Arthur Young's Farming—Mr Bates's

Kejected Cattle—Oxford Show and Victory—Road and Sea

Journey there—Daniel Webster— Political Farming and Banking

—Idea on Exhibiting Families of Cattle— Cleveland Lad—Cam-
bridge Meeting -Opinion Vindicated at Liverpool—Hull Meeting

and Success—The Victory at York over the Booth Best—Neck-

lace and Bracelet—Their Pedigrees and Victories by Carr—Ceased

to P^xhibit—Fat Breeding Stock and its Ptesnits—Calves like

Cats.

Mr. Bates was never a judge at any show, but often,

when requested, he nominated or recommended judges,
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and he often objected that the judges were selected from

breeders of short-horns, or who were interested in them.

I may here state that no record was kept of the

exhibitions of the Kirklevington herd, and I have now

great difficulty in ascertaining what animals were actually

exhibited. Although I daily saw the herd, and managed

them on all occasions, I cannot recall all their movements.

I have had to obtain my information from the published

reports of the various shows, and the letters of Mr. Bates,

so that some inadvertent errors may have crept into my
account of the animals exhibited. Mr. Bates always kept a

regular Herd Book, in which he entered the sei'vice of the

cows, and the birth of the calves, and sometimes afterwards

an entry of the names. No account was kept of the sales

or hirings.

The Yorkshire Society was formed in 1838, and its

first meeting was at York. Mr. Bates hoped that the evils

and dangers of exhibitors, which he had pointed out in

his letter of 1807, would have been guarded against in

1838, and that, under the presidency of Earl Spencer,

true bred improved short-homs would have been duly

appreciated and judged of. The result of the York

meeting, and the subsequent proceedings of the Royal

English Agricultural Society, kept him in a turmoil to

the end of his life. He exhibited until he had vindicated

the character of his herd, and also his own judgment, and

then retired and left the 'arena to the alloy and fashion.

He remonstrated and made his last offer in the cause, in

1848, as will be seen afterwards.

The only thing which consoled and supported Mr,

Bates was the opinion and sympathy of his American
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friends, and the appreciation of piu*e bred improved short-

horns in America. One xVmerican gentleman, of gi*eat

experience and judgment, told him, after having spent a

long time at Kirklevington, and examined every animal,

"I left America very much prejudiced against short-horns.

I had heard much of your herd, but I could not believe

that it could be such as it was represented. I can now

say it far exceeds what I had heard. I could not have

believed that there was such a herd, unless I had seen it.

Yours is the only stock that can improve the American

breeds." In like manner another American gentleman,

considered one of the best judges in that country, when

he returned home, incurred great opprobrium when he

stated, " that the Kirklevington blood was the only one

which could benefit the Americans."

Mr. Bates was not satisfied with the results at York.

He thought he ought to have had the prize in Class 1 with

the Duke of Xorthumberland, who got the prize in Class

2, and that he ought to have had the prize in Class 4, and

that he ought to have been 1st in Class 7, and also had

both prizes. Perhaps the judges thought that he should

not be allowed to get " all the prizes." Mr. John Grey

evidently knew that Mr. Bates was not satisfied, and in

responding to the toast of the judges, enlarged on the

difficulty they had in pleasing everyone. Mr. Grey, on a

subsequent occasion did but give satisfaction, and he

mentioned this difficulty in a letter after a Highland

Society meeting, in which he saj'S,'"

" The dissatisfaction expressed with the decision of the judges

at Glasgow will make it more difficult to get men to act in that

* Memoir of John Grey (page 325).
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capacity in future, and the apparent disinclination of the great land-

owners to come into contact with the great body of tenantry, by

whom it is observed, will have an unfavourable effect on the future

of the Society, &c.

'*'P.S.—I made some remarks at Glasgow, in the end of my

speech, on the natural partiality of parties for their own stock, and

some excuse for the fallibility of human judgment. It may also be

observed, that lookers-on, or those who examine cattle in pens, have

not the same means of comparing the quality or handling that the

judges have, when they are brought side by side. And that is a point

to which much attention should, in my opinion, be given, for a form,

however correct, without good quality of flesh, is not a desirable

animal."

I crave the indulgence of my readers in calling their

attention to this show. The Duke of Northumberland's

history I will state hereafter. One at least of the cows

rejected, founded the tribes of the Cambridge Roses. One

judge, and he might be in the minority of three, admired

the rejected ones. Mr. Grey was no doubt a man

of honour and acted to the best of his judgment, and Mr.

Bates never charged him with anything except a want of

knowledge of short-horns. I hope I have written nothing

which could be in any way considered as any imputation

on his character, or the purity of his mind and life. Mr.

Grey came into Tyneside after I had left. In my recent

visit to Northumberland, I made enquiries respecting Mr.

Grey's short-horn knowledge. I knew that Mr. Bates in

1842, in writing about the portrait of the Duke of North-

umberland and his dam, said that Hecatomb's portrait in

the Herd Book was a faithful likeness, as all Mr. Davies'

were, but he was not satisfied with the portrait ofthe Duke

of Northumberland, and regretted that it should have been

inserted ui the Herd Book. He ^\Tote this of the two
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portraits. "I do not expect any artist can do them

justice. They must be seen, and the more they are

examined the more their excellence will appear to a true

connoisseur ; but there are few good judges. Hundreds of

men may be found to make a Prime Minister for one fit to

judge of the real merits of short-horns."

I fortunately met perhaps the only gentleman now

living (to whom I related the great dispute) who knew the

old class of short-horn breeders. He was a political friend

and great admirer of the character of Mr. Grey. He said

however, that, "Mr. Grey never was a judge of short-horns.

He knew very little about them, and he succeeded

better with sheep." Mr. Grey's sheep, however, when

brought by him to Tyneside, had none of the properties

or grandeur of the old race of Leicesters of the Messrs.

Donkin, Bates, Jobling, and others. Mr. Donkin's sheep

are engraved and described in Bewick's History of Quad-

rupeds. This gentleman added, "Arthur Young was alwaj^s

well known as the worst practical farmer in his county."

1 heard also much regret expressed that the biographer of

Mr. Grey should have represented that all the improve-

ments in the condition and agriculture of Northumberland

also, were due to the success of the Whig and Radical

political programmes, abolition of slavery. Catholic eman-

cipation, the advent of the Whigs to office, and the Refonn

Bill, Free Trade, Tenants' Rights, Ballot, (fee.

Mr. Grey became and was the only representative of

a numerous class in Tyneside who had flourished and

disappeared without leaving any representative behind

them, and he no doubt did his utmost to resuscitate the

former agricultural spirit, but I fear he found veiy few to
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assist him of the class I have mentioned in my earHer

pages. His biographer and the pubUc labour under

the mistake that what he \\Tote and spoke about owed its

existence to him. He was a tenant of Earl Grey, and for

his political services to the Whigs, obtained an oifice of

.£1200 a year; and for a political appointment, it was a

fortunate one for the tenants and the estate, as it relieved

them from the necessity of publicly competing for their

farms.

I also heard much sympathy for Mr. Grey, and regret

expressed, that confiding in political and religious creeds in

trade transactions, he had unfortunately been involved in

a bank, where the Quakers managed with more success

than in Overend and Gurney. They converted an insolvent

bank into a joint stock company, and had sufficient time

to pay large dividends out of capital and to sell their

shares and be all free from liability before the crash came.

Mr. Bates himself in relating what occurred at York,

stated that, when the judges had concluded their decisions,

one of them who stands as high as most men in public

estimation, and with whom I had been intimate for a long-

period, came to me and said, " Will you oblige by accom-

panying me to look at three animals which you have

exhibited this day, for I consider them the best three

animals I ever saw in my life." I did accompany him,

and he went first to the Duke of Northumberland, and

pointed out all his good qualities. He then took me to

Red Rose 13th, wiiich gained the highest premium at

Cambridge in 1840. He next took me to the Duke of

Northumberland's own sister, Duchess 43rd. Now, this

same judge, in conjunction with his brother judges, had,
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in all these cases, placed two animals before each of them,

and in every instance these lacked all the good qualities

thbxt this judge pointed out that mine possessed. I have

stated that the cow which gained the premium at Cam-

bridge was one of them, and when shown at Cambridge,

she appeared far inferior to what she did at York, having

only some weeks before had a calf taken from her by a

severe operation, from "which catastrophe she never after-

wards perfectly recovered, and lost many stones in weight

before the show. I need not state the merits of the Duke

of Northumberland as the judges placed him first in the

two-years-old class. The Duke's own sister, that was

placed nowhere at York in 1838, gained the highest

premium at the Oxford Meeting in 1839, as the best year

old heifer, and at the Yorkshire Agricultural Society's

Meeting at Hull, in 1841, was placed first as the best

three-years-old cow, whilst the one placed second at York,

in 1838, was Duchess 42nd as a year old, and was placed

second to Duchess 43rd, in 1841, as a three-years-old cow;

this being the second time I had obtained first and second

premiums for three-years-old cows,—in 1838 and 1841.

As I had commenced exhibiting cattle again, and been so

improperly treated by having my best three cattle placed

nowhere, I determined that they should see tlie rejected

ones again, and in every instance where they were a second

time exhibited they compelled the judges to do them jus-

tice; and the samejudge who coincided with his colleagues

at York, in 1838, came to congi'atulate me that autumn

on my great success at Oxford. I said " I sent my re-

jected cattle at York to Oxford. Wlien the Duke obtained

the highest premium as the best buU at York, in 1842,
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one of the judges who decided against him in 1838, as

being the best bull of any age, was compelled to assent to

his being placed first."

At the above show at York, Mr. Bates had his seven

animals placed together for examination as above men-

tioned.

The chief breeders pressed upon and examined them,

and this no doubt suggested to Mr. Bates the idea

which he afterwards carried out, that short-horns ought,

at some part of the exhibition, to be shown in families,

and which he impressed upon his American friends. I

think it is not quite accurate that all the rejected at York

were sent to Oxford. The Cambridge Hose was intended

to go, but was not in a fit state to travel, and the Matchem

Cow, which had got a prize at York as second to a cow of

his own, went. The Duke and Matchem Cow, and the two

Duchess heifers, one red and the other roan. (Which form

one picture). Mr. Bates travelled to and from London in

the steam-ship from Middlesbrough with his animals, and

himself saw to their treatment. The Duke of Northum-

berland in landing in London slipped and lay across the

gangway, but Mr. Bates patted his head and called him

"poor boy," and the animal remained quite motionless

until he was rescued, and, happily, he received no injury.

They travelled by road on foot to Oxford, and Mr. Bates

returned from London with them, but on landing said

he would never again go by sea. I believe it was his

only sea voyage.

The Royal English Agricultural Meeting held at

Oxford, 1839, Earl Spencer, President.
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Short-horn Cattle, Class 1st. Judges: Mr. T. Charge, Mr. W.

Smith, and Mr. J. Hall.

To the owner of the best bull, 30 sovs., 7 competitors. Mr. T.

Bates, for his bull aged 3 years 9 months, prize. To the owner of

the best cow in milk, 20 sovs., 4 competitors, Mr. T. Bates, for his

cow aged 4 years 8 months, prize. To the owner of the best-in-calf

heifer, not'exceeding 3 years old, 15 sovs., 3 competitors. Mr. Thomas

Bates, for his heifer aged 1 year and 11 months, prize. To the owner

of the best yearling heifer, 10 sovs. Competitors—Mr. R. W. Baker,

Mr. G. Davey, ]\Ir. G. Carrington, juu., ]\Ir. J. H. Sangston, Sir

Tcorge Philips, Bart., Mr. Wm. Warner, Sir Charles Morgan, Bart.,

the Marquis of Exeter. Mr. Thomas Bates, for his heifer aged 1 year

10 months, prize. To the owner of the best bull calf, 10 sovs., 4

competitors. The Marquis of Exeter's bull calf aged 7 months, prize.

The Farmer'' 8 Magazine thus remarks :

—

'* Although the exhibition of stock, was not as numerous as had

been expected, yet the quality of some was very superior. The

animals shewn by Mr. Bates were universally admired as excellent

specimens of the short-horn breed ; and Mr. Paul's Devons excited

general admiration."

[At the Yorkshire Agricultural Meeting, held at

Northallerton, 1840, the prizes were :

—

For the best cow in calf, or in milk, of any age, £20. Frst, Mr.

T. Bates, for his Oxford, calved in 1834 ; second, £10, Mr. J. Booth,

for his Yorkshire Jenny, calved in 1836.]

At the grand dinner which took place in the quad-

rangle of Queen's College, Mr. Daniel Webster, the

celebrated American orator and statesman, in his speech,

said :

—

" Gentlemen,—In the country to which I belong, societies, on a

small scale like the present, exist in many parts, and they have been

found to be very highly beneficial and advantageous. They give

rewards for specimens of fine animals, and the improvement of im-

plements of husbandry, which may tend to facilitate the art of

agriculture and which were not before known : and thev turn their
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attention to everything which tends to improve the state of the

farmer, and I may add, among other means of advancing his con-

dition, that they have imported largely to America from the best

breeds of animals in England, and from the gentleman who has been

so fortunate as to take so many prizes to-day ; from his stock on the

banks of the Ohio and its tributary streams, I have seen fine animals

raised which have been supplied from his farms in Yorkshire and

Northumberland.'

'

Mr. Bates sent only three animals to the Cambridge

show in 1840, viz.: Cleveland Lad, the Red Rose, re-

jected at York, and a bull calf afterwards called Duke of

Cambridge. He would not risk exhibiting his best females,

and Cleveland Lad was not trained.

The Royal English Agricultural Meeting, held at

Cambridge, 1840, Duke of Richmond, President.

Short-horns, Class 1st. Judges: Mr. John Wright, Mr. Eaton

Clarke, and Mr. Wm. Smith.

To the owner of the best bull, calved previously to the 1st

January, 1838, 30 sovs. Competitors— the Rev. D. Gwilt, Mr.

Adeane, Mr. J. Bedsly, Mr. Barnard, M.P., Rev. E. Lindsell, Mr. T.

Bates. Mr. Paul, for his 4 years 3 months bull, prize. To the owner

of the best bull, calved since the 1st January, 1838, and not more

than one-year-old, 15 sovs. 12 competitors. Mr. R. M. Jaques, for

his 1 year and 10 months bull, prize. To the owner of the best

cow, in milk, 15 sovs. Competitors—The Earl of Hardwicke, Rt.

Hon. Charles Arbuthnot, Mr. Henry Beauford, the Marquis of

Exeter, Mr. Jonas Webb. Mr. T. Bates, for his 6 years old cow, bred

by himself, prize. To the owner of the best in-calf heifer, not ex-

ceeding three-years- old, 15 sovs. 5 competitors. Right Hon. C.

Arbuthnot, for his 2 year and 3 months old heifer, bred by himself,

prize. To the owner of the best yearling heifer, 10 sovs. 12 com-

petitors. Mr. R. Jaques, for his 1 year and 10 months heifer, bred

by the Earl of Carlisle, prize. To the owner of the best bull calf,

10 sovs. Competitors—Rt. Hon. C. Arbuthnot, Mr. J. S. Tharp,

Mr. John Warsop, Mr, Barnett, Mr, R. B. Harvey, Mr. Carrington,
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jun., Marquis of Exeter. Mr. Thomas Bcitea, for his 8 mont"h8 old

bull calf, bred by himself, prize.

Mr. Bates was not satisfied with the rejection of

Cleveland Lad. This appears in his subsequent letters.

He also objected very much to the decision of the judges

on the animals in classes where he did not exhibit, and to

the fat and trained condition of the whole of the animals.

Cleveland Lad was the only animal shown by Mr.

Bates at the Royal Agi-icultural Society's meeting at

Liverpool, in 1841, and at the council dinner, Philip

Pusey, Esq., M.P., presided, and Earl Spencer occupied

the vice-chair. After the awards of the judges were read,

the chairman rose and said :

—

" Lord Spencer and Gentlemen,—I have now tlie'honour of pi-o-

posing to you the health of a gentleman who has distinguished

himself as a competitor for stock this day. Though not one of the

best judges of stock myself, I know enough about it to be aware how

much has been done by the Royal Agricultural Society of England

for the general benefit of the country. (Cheers.) I know, as I dare

say all of you do, that there are certain proofs of the excellence of

stock, and I know that very great improvements have been made,

through the efforts of this society and those of the Smithfield Club, in

the breed of our stock. I am unable to state what are all the recent

improvements which has been made." He then reviewed the old

accounts of cattle in a humorous speech, and quoted the author who

says, " That in those days England was well known for surmounting

other countries in the breed of cattle, as may be proved with ease,

for where are oxen commonly more large of bone ?" (Laughter.)

He then proceeds, " In most places our graziers are now grown to be

so cunning, that if they do but see an ox or bullock, and come to the

feeling of him, they will give a guess at his weight, and how many

score or stone of flesh and tallow he beareth, how the butcher may

live by the sale, and what he may have for the skin and tallow

—

(laughter)—which is a point of skill not commonly practised here-
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tofore. Our first improvement in cattle was in the long-horned

breed, and I believe they are now little seen. There was one

long-horned beast at the last Smithfield Show which was much

looked at. There are few, I presume, to whom we are more deeply

indebted for improving the roast beef of old England than the sub-

ject of this toast. Gentlemen, I beg to propose to you the health of

the successful competitor in Class 1, Mr. Bates of Kirklevington,

Yorkshire." (Applause.)

Mr. Bates rose and said, '"he begged to retui'U his most sincere

thanks, on behalf of himself and the successful candidates, for the

honour they had done them. He congratulated the assembly on the

glorious prospects Avhich were held out as the results of that

Association to the whole world ; for he felt convinced that by the

improvement of agriculture they aflected the interests of the entire

people of the earth. (Hear, and cheers.) They had arrived at that

glorious era when the welfare of every man was dear to his fellow-

creatures ; and he hoped the Society would do its utmost to encourage

that feeling. (Hear, hear.) It was by that alone England had risen

so high in the estimation of the world. It was by that alone she

could rise still higher ; and he also congratulated them on the eftbrts

now making by their Society to secure that end. He only wished

those efforts would be increased a thousandfold."

The Yorkshire Agricultural Society at Hull, 1841.

Judges for Cattle—Mr. Hunt, Mr. Geo. Davidson, Mr. J. Wright.

Class 1.—For the best bull of any age. 21 entries. Tliomas

Bates, Kirklevington, for his bull 4 years 7 months old, the winner

at Liverpool. Prize, £30. For the second best bull—R. M. Jaques,

for his bull Clementi (well known.) Prize, £10. James Watson's

white bull of Wauldby, Hull, was greatly admired, as were man}'

others. The judges commended the whole of the stock shown in

til is class as very good.

Class 2.—For the best two-years-old bull. 10 entries. R. lul.

Jaques, for his bull Clementi, the winner in the 1st class. Prize,

£20. For the second best two-years-old bull—William Brandham,

£10. The judges spoke in commendation of the otlior animals in

tills class,

S
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Class 3.—For the best yearling bull. 5 entries. Thomas

Bates, Kirklevington, for his bull Duke of Cambridge. Prize £20

For the second best yeai-ling bull—J. M. Hopper, of Ifewham

Stockton-on-Tees, for his bull Newham, £10. The judges com

mended the whole of them, especially the bull shown by Mr. Booth

Class 4.—For the best bull calf. 12 entries. Jonas Whit

taker, Burley, Otley, for his bull calf Lord Adolphus Frederick, £10

Second best bull calf—Earl Spencei-, Wiseton for Zenith, £5. The

bulls m this class were generally commended by the judges.

Class 5.—For the best cow of any age, in calf or milk. 9

entries. John Booth, of Killerby, Catterick, for his cow Bracelet,

4 years old. £20. For the second best, John Collins, for his cow

Madame Grisi, in calf, 10 years old, £10. The cows in this class

were generally commended.

Class 6.—For the best tliree-years-old cow in calf, or in milk.

Thomas Bates, of Kirklevington, for his cow by Belvedere, own sister

to Duke of Northumberland, £15. For the second best cow by

Belvedere. Mr. Bates, £5. Mr. Tor's cow, of Rigby, Caistor, was

commended.

I believe that Mr. Bates did not exhibit in Class 5.

In 1841 the career of Mr. Bates may be said to have

ceased. He had vindicated the character of his herd by

exhibiting the rejected animals, and in every case had been

successful. He was not satisfied with the proceedings of

the Royal Society, as I shall mention hereafter.

Mr. Bates had always been on most friendly terms

with Mr. John Booth, who frequently visited at Kirk-

levington, and was always a guest at the Yarm Fair, in

October. Mr. Booth took especial delight in bantering

Mr. Bates about short-horns, and his declining to exhibit

at the Royal, and joked that he dare not show a cow, and

if he would, he (Mr. Booth) had a rod in pickle for them.

This refen-ed to Mr. Booth's cow, Necklace. That my
readers may clearly understand what the fear was, and

what Mr. Bates had to meet, I extract Mr. Carr's account :

—
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"Toy was a very neat, thick framed cow, with a magnificent

udder. Her milking capabilities were the boast of Killerby dairy-

maids, and were transmitted to her famous twins—Necklace and

Bracelet. The latter were bred from •'ery close affinities ; thus

Vestal, the dam of Toy, was by Pilot ; Argus, the sire of Toy, was

by Young Albion out of Anna by Pilot ; Toy's two daughters, Keek-

lace and Bracelet, were by Priam, a grandson of Pilot on his dam's

side, and whose sire, Isaac, was by Young Albion, from Isabella by

Pilot. Toy had twice previously been put to Young Matchem, but

the offspring. Teetotum and Plaj'-thing, were not at all equal to the

twins. Teetotum, however, was the parent of Lady Thorn by Lord

Stanley, whose portrait in the Herd Book—evidently a portrait

—

unmistakeably proclaims her a good cow, and in truth she was second

only to Birthday in merit. )She was sold to Mr. Banks, Stanhope,

for 150 guineas, a great price in that day, and in 1845 won the fii'st

prize at the Royal Exhibition at Shrewsbury in the cow class ; her

two daughtei's, Ladybird and Revesby Thorn, subsequently earning

fame in the show fields. From Toy was also descended the cow

Gertrude, purchased together with her lovely daughter Lady Hope-

town, at Mr. Boldeu's sale, by Mr. Torr, who had previously bought,

at the Killerby sale, Sylphide by Morning Star, also sprung from

Toy. Some others of her descendants are in the hands of Mr.

Pawlett, and Mr. Torr's noble bull Breastplate has well kept

up the honour of the family. But I must here return to the

twin born progeny of Toy, the all-conquering Kecklace and

Bracelet. Necklace and Bracelet shared the pasture and straw-

yard with the ordinary stock of the farm until nearly two

years old. As calves they never had more milk than their

dam (who suckled them both) supplied ; and throughout the whole

of their victorious career, they derived their chief support from the

pasture, with a daily honne houche of corn and cake. Yet Bracelet

won seventeen prizes at the various meetings of the Royal A gricultural

Society of England, the Highland Society of Scotland, the Yorkshire

Society, and other local shows ; and at the Yorkshire Show in 1841,

where she won the first prize for extra stock, the sweepstakes for

the best lot of cattle not less than four in number, was awarded to

Bracelet, Necklace. ]\Iantaline, and Ladythorn. Necklace won sixteen

S2
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prizes and one gold and three >;ilvcr medals at the various meetings

above mentioned, as well as at the Smithfieid Club, where she

finished her career as a prize-taker in 1846, by winnmgthe first prize

of her class and the gold medal (for which there were thirty-seven

competitors), as the best animal exhibited in any of the cow or

heifer classes. At the Smithfieid Show, in the following year, the

same prizes were awarded to Mr. V>'iley, and in 1849 to Mr. Cart-

wright, for animals bred from the Killerby stock. In five years four

first prizes for the best short horn cows at the Royal Agi'icultural

Society's meetings were awarded to animals bred by Mr. Booth, of

Killerby, in 1841, at Liverpool, to Bracelet, in 1842, at Bristol, to

Necklace, in 1844, at Southampton, to Birthday, and in 1845, at

Shr-ewsbur}^, to Ladythorn."

" To this day it is a moot question amongst those who remember

the world-renowned twins, to which of them could be justly awarded

the palm of beauty. Necklace is said to have had neater fore-

quarters, and to have been rather better filled up behind the

shoulders. Bracelet had fuller, longer, and more level hind-quarters.

Bracelet was the dam of the famous bull Buckingham, by Musselman,

and of Morning Star, by Raspberry, Avhich was sold in 1844 to Louis

Phillippe. She also produced Birthday by Lord Stanley, whose

career as a prize cow at the Royal, the Yorkshire, and the County of

Durham Shows, was eminently successful. Bracelet was also the

dam of Hamlet, by Leonard ; and whilst in calf with him, her stifle

joint was dislocated, and being incapacitated for further breeding

she was slaughtered."

It required no ordinary courage to enter the list with

such a heroine as Necklace. She could boast of the blood of

Pilot on Albion, alloy on alloy. But passed over the blood

of the Irish O'Callaghan, and the thick skinned hornless

poor Scotch relation. To meet this cow, supposed to be

the best the Booth herd ever produced, Mr. Bates had his

broken legged cow. Duchess 34th, that had never been

exhibited. She broke her leg when about a year old.

Mr. Bates would not employ a veterinary, and I myself,
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with the assistance of the journeyman miller at Kirk-

levington, set her leg. She Avas consequently kept in the

folds for nearly a year, and made no growth during that

period. Brokenleg was in milk, and had pastured in the

usual way with the other dairy cows, since the 1 2th of

May she had no bonne Louche,'^ whatever that may mean,

of either corn or cake. She had no training whatever,

and walked by road, al)Out 40 miles, to York, with her

son the Duke of Northumberland. Mr. Bates sent the

Duke to this show, as he had only got the two-year-old prize

in 1838. Of course he got the 1st prize, and thus completed

the list of the recoveries. Necklace came with colours

flying, covered with prizes and medals won in many a show

field, and in full training from her Bristol victor}'. I was

not present at the show at York, and Mr. Bates did not

return home for some days after. I therefore had the

account of the show from old " Tommy Myers," the cow-

man. When he arrived home, hy the road, I asked him

how they had used him, he replied, '* vary weel, but I

thout at yan time they were gannin to use me vary badly,

at first we walked the fifteen coos altogether twice round

the ring, and then they ordered me to stand at one side,

where I was for half-an-hour or so, and then they ordered

two others out, and keepit disputing ower them. I

thought they were settling which was to be 1st and 2nd,

but they at last sent me the white rose, and wasn't I

pleased." The dispute had been about the 2nd prize,

between Mr. Mason Hopper's cow, and Mr. Booth's, but it

was at length awarded to Necklace.

* I asked a gentlemun to trauslate this. A farmer, who waa
present, said he coukl not translate it, but that it meant " belly

measure," as much as they could eat.
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Mr. Bates received a letter from a valued friend,

dated January, 1847, in which he said:

—

" I was in London at the Christmas show at Smith6eld, and a

competitor at the show with an ox. He was, however, not fat

enough, although he was one of the first, if not the first beast sold,

proving that the butchers did not consider him a bad one. The

jud.;es could not have given him a premium for fat. The feeding

was certainly excessive. Some of the animals were said to have been

fed upon sugar ; and, although I think feeding is all fair enough at

Smithfield, we ought all to feed alike. You are aware that Neck-

lace, after having received premiums at Newcastle and Wakefield,

got the gold medal at Smithfield. I do not think she was the best

beef, although a good cow : but it proves what the state of the animals

is at Breedinr/ Shoios. They are in fact fed until they will not breed.

I understand Bracelet's last calf was not much larger than a cat

;

she dislocated her stifle joint and was slaughtered. It is a pity to

feed animals to such an excess as to destroy them. They cannot go

on breeding."

PART XIII.

Royal Society and Breeding Stock—Rules Neglected—Pandering to

the Masses—Wonderful Thanks and Credit to Mr. Booth—Mr.

Bates' Exertions—Judges at Shows—Mr. Bates protests—Red Tape

—Letter of Appeal to the Members of the Society—Views adopted

by Americans—Booth Beef t'ersws Milk—Mr. M'Combie, M.P.: his

opinion—Best Cattle not now Exhibited—Neglect of Duchesses

34th and 51st—Foreigners Misled by Shows and Training—Its

efiect—Holland Cattle—Short-hoi-ns in Germany—Mr. Carr's

results of Alloy-blood-—Poor Relations, Szc.

The Royal English Agiicultural Society in their

" Instructions to Judges" say :

—

"As the object of the society in giving the prizes for neat

cattle, sheep, and pigs, is to promote improvement in breeding stock,

the judges in making their award are requested not to take into

their consideration the present value to the butcher of the animals
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exhibited, but to decide according to tlieir relative merits for the

purposes of breeding."

In noticing the last public acts of Mr. Bates and his

exertions in the cause of short-horn breeding, which he

made at York in 1848, I am much reheved by the admis-

sions and confessions made by the Royal Society, and my

readers may judge for themselves how the society acted

up to the above instructions, from their Cambridge

meeting.

In the report of the Plymouth Meeting of the Royal

Agricultural Society, published in the Journal in 1865,

by the senior steward of the yard, J. Dent Dent, Esq.,

he says:—'• The yearling bull class was decidedly better

than the older bulls." The judges say of the yearlings :

—

" We had some very superior animals in this class. The bull

which we placed first was very far above any of the others. The

one placed second, Mr. Booth's Commander-in-Chief, from his age

and condition, is not calculated to please the multitude who are not

in the hahit of seeing animals in store condition." Mr. Dent continues

:

" I may here say that whatever be the difference of opinion aa

to the merits of the animals, Mr. Booth and his late uncle deserve

credit for showing Commander-in-Chief at this show, and Prince of

Battersea at Newcastle, in useful working condition and not overlaid

and disguised with fat ; and some courage on the part of judges is

required to recognise the merits of an animal which is only in useful,

not in show condition."

If Mr. Bates had been alive he would probably have

expressed his thankfulness that there is a Republic in

which short-horns, in a store condition, are allowed to

appear in public. My agricultural friends must be pre-

pared for the next sop to the multitude, which will be that

the cattle at shows arc to be immediately consumed, and

therefore only fat ones permitted to be shown. With this
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dread of the masses before them, Mr, Bates certainly

showed fool-hardy courage when he undertook his last

enterprise to establish breeding cattle as an institution, if

not in the state at any rate, in the Royal Agricultural

Society of England's show yard. His estimate of the

greater difficulty in obtaining judges than Prime Ministers,

is probably not exaggerated when in addition to the skill,

courage to face the multitude is also required.

That my readers will calmly judge whether credit

ought not to be awarded to Isir. Bates, and also a

monument erected to the courage that he so long and

perservingly displayed in 1848 on this subject, which

appears to have so bewildered the Royal Society. In

general, people stood aghast and trembled when they saw

Mr. Bates questioning the decrees and practices of the

Royal Society. The multitude no doubt considered the

Royal Society infallible. How could any one doubt the

wisdom, or criticise the acts of a Society, with such an

array of ro^'al, noble, and honourable names—to say

nothing of the crowds or multitudes who annually

attended their gathering. The chief towns in the Kingdom

vieing with each other for the honour of a visit, and raising

unheard of sums to tempt their visitors by sumptuous

preparations and entertainments.

Mr. Bates could not discover any member of the

council who was a judge of shoi-t-horns, and he was not

the only person who questioned the judgments of the Royal

Society. I have recently discussed the subject with

several gentlemen in Northumberland, and they say that

in their opinion, and in that of their fathers, who had seen

the old stock of short-horns, at the Newcastle Meeting, in



HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS. 265

1846, the best animals did not obtain the prizes, and that

the prize short-horns were not pure bred, and shewed their

want of breeding.

The Americans always coincided witli, and adopted

the views of Mr. Bates, and it was by their knowledge

and judgment that he was supported, and aroused to

action. I believe I cannot more clearly express what Mr.

Bates did and said, in support of his recommendation that

the stock should be in a breeding condition, and that

pedigree should be regarded, than by inserting his letters,

omitting such parts only as are a repetition of what has

been before written, or which are too personal, although,

probably only too true and pertinent. I have not copies

of the letters (no doubt they contained unpalatable tiaiths)

Avritten by Mr. Bates to the society-. But I have copies of

three, the first addressed to Lord Yarborough the president,

and when that was not noticed, a letter very similar in its

statements to the members of the Uojol Society, and the

third to an American gentleman.

" To the Members of the Royal Agricultural Society of Euglaud."

" On becoming a member of the Society in 1838, I sent the

Society a copy of a letter I had addressed to the Board of Agricul-

ture, &c., in 1807, on the importance of improving the live stock of

the country, hoping that my views might have been acted upon, and

at the first country meeting of the Society at Oxford in 1839, I

exhibited four short-horns, and was again an exhibitor at Cambridge

in 1840, when I found that great offence was taken at my being

again an exhibitor, and had I not said at the council dinner, the day

before the exhibition, that I would exhibit the bull then rejected at

Liverpool, I shonkl not have again exhibited. Cleveland Lad, now

the property of Lord Feversham, where he has been six years, and is

above twelve years old, and yet is likely long to be useful as a bull.
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At Liverpool he received the highest premium, although the bulls

shown at Liverpool were superior to those shown at Cambridge.

" I did hope when Lord Portman had given notice in December,

1847, that he should make a motion respecting the choosing of judges

of the Society, that men of real judgment would have been chosen

and not men totally ignorant of what constituted a good short-hora,

or else persons connected or partners with the exhibitors ; and I did

hope when the show-yard was to be opened after the judges had con-

cluded their decisions, by persons paying one pound each for

admission, that great good would have resulted therefrom, and I

wrote several long letters to the Society pointing out the propriety

of showing the various herds together, as it could then be done on

the evening before the exhibitirn day, when they must stand as

placed for the public to see them when classed. And I wrote three

letters to the Society, offering to send four generations of short-horns

for exhibition, provided the Society would agree to allow the judges

, lOok at the four generations, before they made their decisions. To

these letters I received evasive answers, which caiised me to write

three times for explicit answers, saying I would not send any cattle

but on that condition, the answers were, ' they would refer my
letters to the stewards of the yard.' The time was come then that

I must give the prescribed notice or I could not show, and I gave the

required notice, but entered my four best anioials as extra stock, not

for pi-emiums, that the less offence miijht be taken was my motive for

not exhibiting for premiums, and when the numbers to be placed on

each animal before they entered the show-yar J were sent me, I gave

the generations I had sent distinguished by the numbers only, that

the judges might not know whose they were, or how they were bred,

certificates of which I sent both the Secretary of the Society and the

Steward, that both might know every particular relating to those

cattle, and begging that the same might be entered on the catalogues

of the show by itself, at the end, so that the public might examine over

the four generations where each stood, which the numbers showed.

I also particularly requested that I might then be informed whether

the judges would be desired to examine the four generations, and if

not, that I would pay the penalty for cattle not sent, but to this I

received no answer.
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" Now ill! my cattle were kept in the ordinary way—the cows

going at grass night and day, as well as the young stock, not kept

on hay and cake, and forced forward in condition, as had been done

by the prize cattle at York, and mine were without turnips the

previous winter mouths, not having tui'nips for them.

" When I arrived at York I found they had selected one good

judge, but he was to act for Devons, Herefords, &c., and not for

short-horns.

" When notice was given that persons paying one pound each

might enter the yard, as the judges had concluded, I entered, but

no one was there ; no catalogues, no decisions made known, nor any

person who was connected with the society or stewards of the yard,

&c.

" After a long search I [found the men with bulls, and then

learnt that the judges had never examined the four generations of

short-horns I had sent. That there were only two judges for short-

horn bulls, and that they had never handled one of the bulls ;''aitL

that of the two judges only for female short-horns one was a partner

with the greatest exhibitor.

" As a meeting of the Society was to be held the next morning,

the only time a member of the Society can attend, or be allowed to

speak, I attended, hoping to be able to prevent such conduct in

future, when it had just occurred, and had met with universal dis-

approbation, not only from members of the Society, but from

foreigners, who knew good English short-horns better than most

Enghsh breeders. On meeting v^ith one from America, he imme.

diately said, 'The cattle to which the premiums for short-horns

have been awarded are not short-horns.' And he knew my cattle

by name, though he had never seen them before, and Avas just

arrived for the first time in England a few days before. The presi-

dent would not allow me to speak or make any remarks, and said I

might write to the council. In order to do so I asked for copies of

my letters, but the secretary said in reply, 'that the council regretted

that they could not supply me with copies of my letters.'

" Deeply I regret it, but in all probability the best short-horns

will go abroad and may never return to their native land till the
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present geueration die out, wheu their successors may l»e glad to

obtain thcjincst variety of cattle that ever existed.

" Had the Royal Agricultural Society of England allowed the

judges to examine my four generations of cattle at York, and ad-

mitted of a discussion on the subject, I was ready prepared for the

purpose, and should have laid before the society my long experience

and its results, to benefit breeders of short-horn and other cattle. I

would have thought it incredible had 1 not the fact from an observer,

that any two men, as at York, would have decided on the merits of

cattle without handling them, as was done with the short-horn buUi^.

Now it was by handling that Mr. Charles Colling knew the merits of

Hubback bull, and thus preserved the ancient short-horns, to which

I have invariably kept close, and thus alone have I been able to pro-

duce my herd while all the other breeders by neglect thereof have

lost that on which merit depends.

" Now had the judges at York been accustomed to handle cattle,

they would have handled, and such gross decisions would never have

been made ; and as was observed at Cambridge by a gentleman, who

had seen my cattle here. ' Had I been [he said) blindfolded I could

have known all your cattle by the feel of my fingers,' to which I

replied, ' xVs the Stewards of the Yard have heard your just remarks

I hope in future the judges may be blindfolded.' Had men judg-

ment—and without handling they cannot have it—coarse ill-bred

brutes, which are by forced keep made fat, would be rejected at once,

and then quick grazers, hon-cvcr lean, lehen exhibited, would have a

chance to gain prizes, but while size and fat are alone regarded, no

right decisions will ever be made.

" The reduction of the money prizes given by agricultural

societies to one-tenth of what is now given, would be amply sufficient

now that railroads convey the stock gratuitously. Animals would

then be more likelj' to be shown without the cost of feeding. It

was an empty compliment paid to me by a steward of the yard when

he said, ' Your stock were the only ones shown in a proper state of

condition,' when invariably the premiums are given for size and fat-

ness— ^//of/Z^y totalbj disrer/ardedhy the judges at the public shows
;

although they say in the instructions to the judges the very contrary

to their invariable practice.
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" Having shown the two Cleveland Lad BuH's sister (Oxford

2nd) and her four youngest calves—two bulls and two females—and

a grandson of hers at the Yorkshire Agricultural Meeting at Scai'-

borough, in 1847, and obtained prizes for all the six. My 2nd Duke

of Oxford being placed before Capt. Shaftoe* that had gained the

highest premium at the Eoyal Agricultural Society at Northampton

the previous month, and knowing well that a numerous and power-

ful party use all their influence to prevent, if possible, my cattle

gaining premiums at York, and glory in their having accomplished

their object, the public cannot expect that I will again be an

exhibitor. And had even my last letter to the stewaixls been acted

upon not one wrong decision would have been made, for when the

person did act, whom I had recommended, not one decision was

wrong made in 26 different lots, and when finished, he and the other

two acting with him were desired to examine and decide on the

short-horns exhibited as extra stock,—not shown for premiums—and

they highly commended my two short-horn Duchess cows, and also

commended the two heifer calves I had sent, and the officials of the

Royal Agricultural Society have put the cattle shown only as extra

"" This bull's history was a less chequered one. Mr. Unthank
had become deeply smitten at Richmond with his short legs, rich

quality, and gay looks, when he was the first-prize yearling of the

Yorkshire Agricultural against Belleville, Cramer, and Belted Will

;

but there was no little difficulty in persuading Mr. Lax to part with

him for £200. The late Mr. Benn, always enthusiastic in the short-

horn cause, lent the Lowther van, and as Mr. Unthank sold The

Captain after a couple of seasons for a £100 advance to Mr. Loft, of

Lincolnshire, his second Richmond thoughts proved as good as his

first. Mr, Parkinson, of Leyfields, gave the last bid of 325 guineas

for him at the Trusthorpe sale, and won in the aged class with him

at the Northampton Royal, the same year that his half-brother.

Baron Ravensworth gained that honour among the yearling bulls.

After coming second to Mr. Bates's First Duke of Oxford, at the

Yorkshire show of that year, he changed hands a fourth time, for

140 guineas, to Mr. Smith, of West Razen, who kept him for five

y^rs, and then sold him to his brother, in whose hands he died.

He had a great propensity to fatten, and got his cows very good and

compact, but rather too small.

—

{H. H, I)ixov, page 98.)
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stock in their annual report amongst the rejected shown for pre-

miums, so that those who read their report may consider such com-

mendations as amongst those rejected and not thought worthy of a

premium by their judges, when in fact, they were never exhibited

for any premium."

It may be asked how it comes to pass that breeding

stock cannot be exhibited for prizes in a breeding and

natural condition? Is it true, as Mr. Bates asserted, that

the judges generally appointed at the largo shows do not

know how to appreciate stock, and therefore give the

prizes for beef. Mr. Bates would not sacrifice his herd to

be in the fashion and obtain prizes. He did not wish to

let or sell one-half of his herd by sacrificing the other half

in beef, and therefore he did not exhibit. But when he

did not exhibit, and had no interest in tlie animals shewn,

yet he gave his opinion on the stock exhibited, and he

says that very frequently, in nearly every case, at the

Royal Agricultural Society, the judges selected the wrong-

animals as improved short-horns.

We have also the protest of Mr. Booth against the

fat exhibition. Mr. Booth, however, as a man of business,

had to follow the fashion. He had to please the jDublic

and attract customers. Mr. Booth Avas guilty of no

deception. Short-horn breeders, in purchasing from him,

knew that Albion and Pilot were not pure-bred improved

short-horns ; and if the alloy or half-breds, with their bad

handling and want of quality, were fattest, and brought

the highest prices at C. Colling's sale, in 1820, why should

they not continue to do so, and breeders and the i^ublic

award them their honours and praises ? They gave little

milk, but Mr. Thos. Booth pointed to their broad backs
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and exclaimed, "Look there, that is worth a few pints of

milk." The same may be said of many other celebrated

cross-bred cattle. Mr. Bates did not deprecate cross-

breds. I find in a letter to Mr. Bailey, in 1810, written

after Mr. Bates had read the sheets of the Durham report,

when Mr. Bailey says that Charles Colling bred from the

best kjdoes, but gave it up, finding the pure short-horn

superior, Mr. Bates requests Mr. Bailey to correct this, as

Charles Colling had frequently told Mr. Bates that he

could never procure the best sort of kyloes, and Mr. Bates

had presented to Mrs. C. Colling one of his, which he

obtained with such care as above appears, and that a heifer

from this cow was then in calf, and C. Colling, after his

sale, refused 100 guineas for her (she is mentioned in the

Herd Book as bought of Mr. Bates) and that Mr. C.

Colling said he never had a better grazer than this cross-

bred heifer.

The opinion of Mr. Bates, respecting the Galloway red

cattle, is confirmed by that of Mr. W. McCombie, M.P. for

Aberdeenshire, and the celebrated breeder and feeder of

the cattle of that county, in his interesting lecture on

cattle and cattle dealers, which he printed at the request

of the Scotch breeders, in which he places the Galloway

cattle at the bottom of the list of the Scotch tribes, and

among the slow feeders and grazers.

Mr. Bates always maintained that the agricultural

exhibitors, and the show herds of those in the bull-hiring

trade, gave foreigners a false impression of the improved

shoi*t-horn cattle. The Americans soon saw the truth, and

were not misled, although the pleasing of the multitude

has in some recent cases tempted them to give large prices

for show animals.
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The Koval Agricultural Society may have great

lueetiugs, ami speml iuoredible suuis iu exhibitions, auil

keep up a corporation of noble and honourable names,

and secretaries, otHcers, and publishers, and the most

correct red tape rules, but, it is by the private enterprise

arid exertions of Mr. i Kites, and his snccessors, tliat the

world is indebted for the jnvservation of the improved

short-horns. We know that all the exertions of the

Societies to please or pander to tiie taste o( the nuiltitude

nill not destroy the breed, a.nd that at any rate as Mi*.

Bates foretold, Englishmen may still obtain im])roved

short-horn cattle from America.

1 mention an instance of the etfects i>f the neglect of

its own rules by the Koyal Agricultural Society. Mr.

Ivdward Hates, a nephew of Mr. Hates, on the introduction

of the leai-ned (."hovalier Hunse. tiio Trussian Ambassador

in England, settled on one of the Koyal l>omains in

Jh'ussia. On entering on it in 1818, he took the stock

inventory, as nsual, by valuation. Tliere was a dairy of

about sixty cows, some tine animals of the Swiss and

Holland cattle, and several very mixed of the breeds of

the country. He took bulls and cows the descendants of

the old Dobinson and Hrown herds, mentioned by Mr.

Hates, which hail been crossed with Colling's Meteor and

the best bulls in Northumberland, and recently b\'

Kirklevington bulls. Of course he used only the best

short-horn bulls with all his cows, and had no doubts of the

superiority of the best short-horns over all othei-s, not

only for feeding, but for dairy and draught. For several

years his fat cattle sent to Newcastle were specially

noticed in the market reports as being the best from the
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Continent, and also in the market, and even in Smithfield

they attracted a crowd around them. The oxen after h)eing

weighed were generally 100 Imperial Btones, and obtained

the prizes at the (German shows. To test the value, and

also to meet the assertions that the Kirklevington herd

were tender, he bought calves from the best herds in the

country, and treated them in precisely the same manner as

his improved and crossed short-horns, and found the latter

in every respect superior for work and for keeping in

condition, and when fed and slaughtered the natives were

about 25 per cent, of less value. He did not weigh the food,

but had every reason to suppose that the natives consumed

the most, and they were longest in being ready for sale.

No fat cattle had been fed there ; the farmers said they

would not pay, and therefore they grew no gi'ecn crops.

Mr. Bates soon showed them that it would pay to feed

proper cattle, and he grew large quantites of green crops

(mangolds), and tlnis not only got the profits of

the feeding stock, but obtained manure for his com

crops. The gentlemen who visited his farms had, many

of them, been at our short-horn breeders' establishments,

and cannot believe that the stock of Mr. E. Bates are

the same race. It is difficult to convince them that

improved short-horns need not always be in training, and

that the blood of his herd is as good or better than that

of the animals they see at shows and training establish-

ments in England, and that training and showing cattle,

and bull hiring, are themselves a business which it will

not pay him to engage in. The prizes at the shows are

too small, and the prices to be obtained are not sufficient

to make it profitaV)le to destroy the breeding capabilities
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of the stock, and to be always purchasing cows (as only

men like Lord Althoi'p could aiford) to keep up the

herds. Mr. E. Bates has his cattle in good keeping and

breeding condition, and when he wishes to sell them he can

very rapidly make them prime fat and obtain the highest

price per lb. for them. At the distilleries and sugar

manufactories the well bred live cattle always command

a much higher price than coarse ones. They pay due re-

gard to quality and handle. Generally the attempts of

landowners to introduce short-horns have been lamentable

failures. They buy prize animals or animals from prize

herds. They seldom breed and soon pine away if not

kept on training food, and the broad backs are no recom-

pense for the loss of pints of milk. Cows are milked

thrice a day. Mr. E. Bates says he frequently buys

English prize animals at butcher's price in Germany. The

parties who have tried them became disgusted or

tired of them, and will not continue to feed animals . at

the training rate with no prospect of repayment.

Mr. E. Bates has often purchased Holland in-calf

heifers. The fashionable and almost universal colour in

Holland is black and white, and the best are all of that

colour, and it is fast superseding all others. In Friezeland

and along the coast of Hanover, roan and red and white

cattle exist, but they are inferior in quality to the black

and white. The best Holland cattle from the neighbour-

hood of Rotterdam are very little inferior to the best

improved short-horns. The cows have, many of them,

all the qualities possessed by the old celebrated short-horns

as described by Mr. Bates and others.

I cannot conclude this subject without mentioning
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that Colonel Gunter, Sir John Swinburne, and other

owners of first-class short-horns, decline to exhibit.

They will not sacrifice their stock to please the multitudes,

or compete with animals that, as Mr. Bates often said, had

no value beyond the price to the butcher.

The Americans, with their usual sense and intelligence,

have adopted the recommendation of Mr. Bates, and show

their breeding stock in families. My readers will have

observed that Duchess 34th and Duchess 51st were the

two animals not thought worth a look, much less a touch,

by the judges of the Royal Society at York, and the

officials of the Society put them in the last sheet of the

Journal. Mr. Etches and the Americans appreciated

them, the latter crowded round them in large numbers

during the exhibition. Probably, I am not wi'ong ^vhen

I say that the Americans by their appreciation of the

merits of the two cows, have proved by The Times test

of auction, that they were worth more than all the

female short-horns in the yard together.

Mr. Carr, in writing of the celebrated prize taking bull

Julius Csesar, says :

—

" No matter how dissimilar and opposite in form and breed the

cows to which he was put might be, the produce all bore the

unmistakeatle stamp of their sire. The oflfspring by him, of the

shabbiest lane-side cow, had it is said, all the character of the pure-

bred short-horn. It may be worth while to inquire how far the

remarkable property which distinguishes this bull, may be traced to

the preponderating influence of any particular progenitor or pi'ogeni-

tors in his pedigree, an investigation of which, it may here be

sufficient to say, will show him to be descended half-a-dozen times, and

some of them very often more from twin brother to Ben. This cir-

cumstance lends weight to the opinion of many experienced breeders,

t2
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that in general the capabiUty of a bull to transmit to his offspring

his own peculiar mould and properties, depends upon his having

inherited them from a succession of ancestors endowed with similar

characteristics. It is doubtless to the concentration of hereditary

force thus derived, that the extraordinary transmissive power of such

bulls as Comet, Favourite, and Julius Csesar, is to be attributed.

At the same time it is a curious circumstance, and one that should

not be forgotten, as often modifying to some extent the principle

above enunciated, that amongst animals similarly bred, there are

some bulls, and some cows too, that possess an immeasurably greater

transmissive influence than pertains to others."

Now does this modification of the principle so clearly

enunciated not arise from the fact that Julius Caesar was

not a pure bred short-horn, and that twin brother to Ben

was not descended, as stated in the Herd Book, from

Hubback, and justifies the following passage in a writer

oft describing the success of alloy cattle in America.

" Noteworthy also was the success of Rosedale and Baron

Booth, of Lancaster, at the different fairs in the Northern

and Western States, but the Kentuckians and Western

Statesmen considered the Booth blood full of alloy, and

that the few animals imported had not made much work,

so they would not use it."

If we calculate the number of times any bull, such

as Favourite or Hubback, occurs among the ancestors of

any animal, we may have the chance of the off-spring

taking after such ancestors. Mr. CaiT gives, probably, a

correct mode of making such a calculation, but he nowhere

mentions that the chance of the Scotch Galloway, or any

other inferior ancestors, may have of cropping up among

the descendants. Poor relations, are not blazoned in the

bovine peerage or reckoned ; with cattle, as with mankind,
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they are overlooked and forgotten. Mr. Bates said one

cross might be con'ected or got rid of by proper company,

but he never knew two that could be so treated.

PAKT XIV.

The Prize Stock of Mr. Bates's Breeders—Spraggon's Herd—J.

Wilson's Prize Bull—Lord Althorp's Brindled Black Nose

—

Chrisp's Herd—Wynyard Herd—St. Albans—Princess Tribe by

Wood's Herd degenerated—Pedigree made clear—Messrs. Step-

henson, Greenwell, and Harrison, clear accounts—Belvedere

purchased—Dukes 224 and 226—Sheep destroyed, and the Law

—

Trial of New Tribes—The six Kirklevington Tribes, &c., &c.

I may here remark that all the stock exhibited by

Mr. Bates afterwards continued to breed. The Oxford and

Cambridge tribes are descended from his prize cattle.

The Oxford heifers were unfortunate, one broke her thigh

and was slaughtered, the other died of the foot and mouth

disease. None of his stock were destroyed by training.

Although Mr. Bates did not exhibit again, stock with his

blood, continued in his lifetime to distinguish themselves

in all shows. I may add here that Edward Bates has

invariably found that when he used the pure bred bulls,

he never had any black and white calves from the Holland

cows, but with bulls he has purchased they frequently

occur. Mr. Spraggon, of Nafferton in Tyneside, for many

years used Kirklevington bulls, and had Sir Robert that

did great good in the neighbourhood. At his sale about

1858, Mr. Jacob Wilson, of Woodhorn Manor, Northum-

berland, purchased his celebrated prize bull Duke of Tyne

for £14. I was informed that the dam of this bull was a

white cow with a black nose, and that on the day of the
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sale she was carefully locked up. Mr. Spraggoii, jun.,

however informs me that this cow was purchased at Lord

Althorp's sale, and that she was a roan cow, but she had

a brindled head and a black nose, and was a very fine

animal. AVc have seen how the prophecy of Mr. Bates

that the Earl would not get a black-nosed calf was ful-

filled. The price of this bull, however, showed most

clearly the opinion of the public, that the cow was not a

pure bred improved short-horn, yet her produce, like the

alloy, obtained the royal honours. Mr. Chrisp, of Hawkhill,

Northumberland, used the Kirklevington bull Refiner in

his herd. He had bred a bull which took all the honours

of his year, but at his sale the stock from Refiner sold for

the highest prices.

Nothing has puzzled and perplexed the short-horn

world more than the history of the Wynyard short-horns.

St. Albans from that herd, so mysteriously introduced at

Chilton had regenerated that herd, and his good qualities

have never been called in question. The partizans of

pure blood and of alloy both admit that in this case piu-e

blood did show its nobility. Belvedere, from this herd,

has caused more controversy. The worshippers of the

Royi\l Society and the owners of their honoured animals

were equally sore when their honom-s were tarnished by

the fiict that the Kirklevingion herd contained animals

which had only to be brought out, even without training,

to surpass them in the shows, while the public in Em*ope

and America expressed their appreciation of the pure

blood. As in Tyneside, this fact interfered wuth the bull

hiring and selling tmdes.

It is not surprising, however, that eveiy effort was
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made to disparage the blood of Belvedere, and the alloy

faction were loud in victor}* when they c<">uld claim a re-

lationship with Belvedere, and that the Kirklevington herd

were, to use the shepherd's word, '*' taiTcd with the same

stick."

A writer, in 1858, says of the Princess family:

—

'• The pedigrees given of Princeeis are not only various but con-

flicting. At the Bale of Sir H. V. Tempest's herd in 1813, she is

said to have been by Favourite, her dam by Favourite. The same

pedigree is given in the fir^t volume of the Herd Book, publiched in

1822. The third volume of the same book^ published in 1836, gives

her pedigree as being by Favourite, dam by Favourite, 2nd dam by

Hubback, 3rd dam by Snowdon's bull,—by Waistell's bull,—by

3Iasterman'3 bull, by the Studley bull. This is t^j be fotmd in the

pedigree of her grandson St. Albans (1412). Again, where the

pedigree of Belvedere (1706) h given in the same volume, she is

said to have been by Favourite, dam by Favourite, 2nd dam by

Hubback, 3rd dam by Snowdon's buU,—by Masterman's bull—^by

Harrison's bull,—bought by Mr. Hall, of Sedgeneld, of Mr. Picker-

ing. Princess was, as vre have always heard, an extraordinarily fine

cow, and the late Sir H. V. Tempest, of Wynyard, in the County of

Durham, who, as an admirable judge of the points and excellencies

of the whole animal king(iom, from a race-hor~e or short-horn down

to a game cock, resolved, it seems, on being her owner at any price.

It was never known what he gave ilr. R. Colling for her, secrecy on

that head appearing to have been part of the bargain ; bat it has

been said to have been as mach as 700 guineas.

" Princess and her numerous descendants were sold in 1813,

after Sir Henry's death. The late Mr. J. Wood,* of Kibblesworth,

bought one of her daughters, Xell Gwynne, then in calf to Wynyard,

and she afterwards produced St. Albans. We believe the pedigree of

* I understand that this herd which had been continued by Mj.

Wood's son was recently sold, and that the uae of the best alloy

did it no good- It had degenerated and became smaller, another

proof that the males ought to be of the best blood.
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St. Albans, and consequently of Princess above alluded to, have been

furnished by that gentleman, and we are sure from our thorough

knowledge of him, with the most perfect good faith. We cannot

but suspect, however, that an error has crept into it, from a confusion

of the pedigrees of sires with those of dams, Waistell's bull haviug

been by Masterman's bull, Masterman's bull by the Studley bull.

At this sale Angelina, the daughter of Anne Boleyn, another

daughter of Princess, waa reserved ; and at subsequent sale a daughter

of Angelina was bought by Mr. J. Stephenson, of White House,

"Wolviston, a neighbouring tenant farmer. From her descended

Belvedere, who became the property of Mr. T. Bates, by whom we

beUeve the pedigree of Belvedere, and consequently of Princess was

furnished.

" We have heard Mr. Bates say, speaking of the pedip;ree of

Princess, that such it certainly was, because her dam was own sister

to Mr. R. CoUing'a White bull. Yet according to the pedigree of

that bull, given in the Herd Book, he would have been own brother

to Princess. Who shall decide when such doctors disagree ? We
feel, however, justified in assuming that Princess belonged to the

class of those descended of cows belonging to the Collings, which

had a pedigree before they obtained them, whether her first recorded

ancestors was bought by Mr. Pickering, of Mr. Hall of Sedgefield,

or was by the Studley bull, of whom they obtained her, it is not we

believe known. Nell Gwynne, Mr. J. Wood's purchase, became as

we have said, the mother of the well kno^vn St. Albans ; and Mr.

Mason, of Chilton, having obtained of him St. Albans' services

for some time, he became thus as we have seen, the sire of No. 13 at

the Chilton sale. The ancestress of Lord Spencer's Old Roguery, and

her numerous progeny of Z's. Nell Gwynne had but one heifer-calf

having descendants, this was by Layton (36G). Mr. Wood sold it to

Mr. Troutbeck, of Blencoe, in Cumberland, who had been his pupil.

By Mr. Troutbeck this heifer was christened 2nd Nell Gwynne ; of

Nell Gwynne the 2nd, many descendants in a right line of females

have of late years appeared in the market, and not a few have

attained show-yard honours. At one time however, a notion existed

that Mr. Troutbeck had not been veiy select in the choice of some

of his buU.3.
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" From Angelina, the grand-daughter of Princess, descended

Belvedere, obtained as we have seen, by Mr. Bates, from Mr. J.

Stephenson, and to this cross with his Duchesses Mr. Bates always

attributed the greatest advantages. Those who knew his worth

knew also his strong prejudices, one of which was against the alloy,

and a strong suspicion exists that Lawnsleeves ought to have had a

place in the pedigree of Belvedere ; but a belief having existed that,

according to the Herd Book pedigree, Lawnsleeves had the alloy in

it, he was accidently omitted. Some years ago the writer, when on

a visit at Elmore, the well-known residence of the late George Baker,

Esq., the owner of Lawnsleeves, discovered, on I'eference to dates,

that Lawnsleeves' dam could not have been the daughter of the alloy

George, but probably by Mr. Mason's George, who was much nearer

at hand, that gentleman, moreover, being well known to Mr, Baker.

Had this been but sooner known the discussion need not have

occurred."

The pedigree of the Princess tribe of Mr. R. Colling

had been obtained in 1820, from Mr. Hall by Mr. Bates

for insertion in the Herd Book. This of course could

have no reference to the purchase of Belvedere in 1831,

but Mr. Bates was thus familiar with the breeding of the

Princess (late Bright Eyes) race of cattle. Sir H. Vane

Tempest was one of the leading agriculturists and stock

breeders in the county.

The Wynyard agricultural gatherings are mentioned

by Mr. Bailey in his " Survey of Durham," and were at-

tended like those of Holkham, Woburn, and Workington,

by all the leading agriculturists, and Mr. Bates was often

present. The gathering in 1807 was attended by Messrs.

Colling ; and Mr. Bates, after the dinner, had a public dis-

cussion with them about the sale of Duchess and her

daughter, and the giving up of the latter by Mr. Bates on a

promise respecting the bulling of Duchess by Duke (224).
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Mr. Bates saw and was familiar with the Wyuyard

herd and the Princess blood, and in 1820 had obtained

all the particulars from Mr. Hall for the Herd Book. This

herd had been sold in 1812, two months after the death

of Sir Henry, with his farm stock, with no notice to the

short-horn breeders. A few animals were reserved by the

Countess of Antrim, and sold with her farm stock in 1818,

in the same quiet manner.

Mr. Stephenson had long kept a small herd of short-

horns. About 1830, Mr. Atkinson Greenwell, a cousin of

Mr. Stephenson, occupied the Grove Farm, at Kirkleving-

ton, as tenant of Lord Falkland, and as Mr. Greenwell had

kept a dairy of cows, and been interested in cattle all his

life, he took a great interest and was constantly inspecting

Mr. Bates's herd. Mr. Greenwell frequently spoke to me

of Mr. Stephenson's very fine bull, and told me that Mr.

Bates ought to buy him, as he was a fine roan, and Mr.

Bates's nearly all red. I told Mr. Greenwell to name it to

Mr. Bates. He said he had done so, but Mr. Bates would

not listen to it. In 1831, Mr. Bates was disappointed

respecting a bull, bred from his stock, which he had relied

on, and Mr. Greenwell again urged him to buy Mr.

Stephenson's, and said his grandam was bred at Wynyard.

Mr. Bates said all the Wynyard herd was gone. He had

never heard of the sale, and that he would give anything

to obtain that blood, but did not know where to find it,

and he supposed they were all extinct. At last, the

mention of the Wynyard herd changed ^Mr. Bates's tone

on the subject of Mr. Stephenson's bull, and he said he

would go and see the bull, if Mr. Greenwell would go with

him, and they accordingly went the next day. Mr. Bates
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having inspected the bull, Mr. Stephenson gave the

pedigree which Mr. Bates wrote down, and he agreed to

give Mr. Stephenson all he asked, namely, £50, not

guineas. His pedigi-ee being the same as given in the

Herd Book, the only error as to Angelina, being that

Angelina 2nd was the first and Waterloo the second calf

from her, and this pedigree was forwarded to the Herd

Book in 1835. Mr. Stephenson himself brought the bull

to Kirklevington the next day, 23rd June, 1831, and re-

ceived the cash for him. He was a man well known and

always considered most upright, and he gave Mr. Bates

the pedigree in his own handwriting, and signed by him-

self. Mr. Bates had never heard of Mr. Stephenson except

from Mr. Greenwell, and he would never have bought a

bull descended from Lawnsleeves or any animal with the

alloy blood in him. Mr. Stephenson knew nothing of this

feelhig, and it is very improbable that he falsified a

pedigree to deceive Mr. Bates for the sake of .£50 for a

six years old bull, and this being before it was supposed

that the cross with Belvedere should produce such wonder-

ful stock. The doubt in this pedigi-ee was first raised by

the alloy faction discovering that Mr. Harrison, of Forcett,

had, in 1830, hired the bull Waterloo and issued hand-

bills representing him as out of Anna, by Lawnsleeves.

The pedigi-ee had been sent with Waterloo but not in

Mr. Stephenson's handwriting, and very soon after Mr

Stephenson con-ected it. Most complete evidence was

obtained by Mr. Bates that Angelina, in 1815, was sent

to Mr. Baker's, of Elmore, to Lawnsleeves, and had a calf

called Anna in 1816, and could only be two years old at

the time of the sale in 1818. Whereas the cow bought by
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Mr. Stephenson had bred several calves and was at least

eight years old, and that there could be no doubt that the

cow purchased by Mr. Stephenson in 1818 was Angelina,

and not the daughter, and also that Angelina was bred as

stated in the pedigree.

" A gentleman wrote to ask me why Mr. Bates struck the bull

Lawnsleeves out of Belvedere's pedigree? I could have answered

the question but did not choose to do so myself, but through

another channel. I therefore enquired of Mr. Greenwell, who

accompanied Mr. Bates when he went to Mr. Stephenson's to pur-

chase Belvedere, and he thus repHed:

—

' I was along with Mr. Bates

when he purchased Belvedere and heard Mr. Stephenson- tell him

how he was bred. I was also at Mr. Bates' next day when Mr.

Stephenson brought the bull, saw Mr. Bates pay for him and get a

receipt for the money, and also received a wi'itten pedigree signed

John Stephenson, but no bull of the name of Lawnsleeves was in

that pedigree, nor was Lawnsleeves ever once named between them

either on that day or on the preceding day. And I am quite sure of

this, that if the bull Lawnsleeves had a right to be in that pedigree

neither Mr. Bates nor Mr. Stephenson were the men to strike it

out.'
"

Mr. HaiTison's written statement is as follows :

—

"In the year 1830 I hired the bull Waterloo of Mr. John

Stephenson, of Wolviston, County of Durham. When the bull

came to my house at Streatlam Grange, where I resided, there came

with him a memorandum of pedigree. That memorandum stated

that he was by Young Wellington, dam Anna by Lawnsleeves, g. d.

Angelina by Phenomenon, g. g. d. Princess by Favourite, &c., &c.

This memorandum of the pedii^ree of Waterloo was not in Mr.

Stephenson's handwriting ; from that memorandum I had some

handbills and cards printed stating the pedigree as above, and adver-

tising Waterloo to stand at my house to serve cows.

" At a time subsequent to the printing of these handbills in a

conversation with him, Mr. Stephenson informed me that there was

an error in the printed pedigree as I had published it, and stated,
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that Waterloo was out of Angelina by Phenomenon, and not out of

Anna by Lawnsleeves. This was before the sale of Belvedere."

There is no record of the son of the Duchess of 1804,

then two years old. Duke (224) in the Herd Book is that

animal. The only notice is " Roan, bred by Mr. C. Col-

ling, by Favourite." He was. let or sold to Geo. Gibson,

Esq., of Stagshaw Close House, near Corbridge, and must

not be confounded with Duke (226), own brother to

Duchess the 1st, bought by Mr. Compton at the Ketton

sale. In 1804, Mr. Bates had a favourite ewe of the

Leicester breed, upon which he set very great value, and

had paid Mr. Donkin £\0 for being sent to his tup ; she

had only produced tup lambs. Mr. Gibson's pointers

being allowed to range by themselves, ran this ewe into

the mill pond at Halton, and she was drowned Avhen big

with ewe lambs. Mr. Gibson at first declined to make

any compensation, but finally the matter was refeiTed and

Mr. Bates obtahied the value of the ewe at butcher's price,

without any reference to her breeding or value of the

pure breed. Mr. Gibson then refused to allow Mr. Bates

the use of the bull, and he was used by every one else as

a hack bull, and this was a subject of complaint by Mr.

Bates against Charles Colling.

Duke (226) w^as afterw^ards purchased by Mr. Donkin,

and is the animal refeiTcd to in the correspondence with

Lord Althoi-p and Mr. John Grey, who put many cows to

him.

Mr. Bates frequently bought cow^s and heifers both

for himself and his friends, but they were not mere

ordinary market cows. He would purchase nothing that

liad not the breeding properties of improved shoit-horas.
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and especially qualitj-. Many such were then met with

which no doubt had good breeding, although the owners

could tell little about them, except some traditions that

such and such bulls had been used or that they came from

some person's stock, or a neighbourhood where good bulls

were kept. He tried the effect (see the Phillippa, Brown,

and other families in the Herd Book) of breeding from

such cows when put to his best bulls, but was very often

dissatisfied with the results and did not keep the produce

for breeding. The pedigrees of his Duchess and Rose

tribes, are given anterior to the time of the Ceilings. The

other four tribes Waterloo, Oxford, Wildeyes, and Fogga-

thorpe, were all descended from cows that came up to his

standard, and were from owners and herds that had been

long established and had crosses of the blood of the tribes

which he was so anxious to preserve in their purity. I

will at the head of each tribe give the account of their

origin.

I think it unnecessary to give any statement respect-

ing the cattle Mr. Bates had at different times. I only

give the particulars of the six tribes to which he confined

his herd for nearly the last twenty years of his life. The

Duchesses are all descended from Duchess 1st, whose

pedigree appears in that of the Duke of Northumberland

(calved 1808), and I now trace the descendants of that

cow.

Colo"^'- C^ed. Sire. Dam.

Duchess 2nd...red& white... 1812, ..Ketton 1st (709) ...Duchess l^^t.

Do. 3rcl... do. ...1815... do. ... do.

Do. 4th... do. ...1816...Ketton2nd (710)... do.

Do. 5th .. do. ...1817... do. ... do.

Do. 6th... do. ...1819...Ketton3rd(349) ... do. 4tb,
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Colour. c^4^. Sire. Dam.

Duchess 7th .. red&white...l820...Marske (418) Duchess 3rd.

Do. 8th... do. ...1820... do. ... do. 2nd.

Do. 9th... do. ...1823... do. ... do.

Do. 10th... do. ...1822. ..Cleveland (146) do. 4th.

Do. 11th... do. ...1822. ..Young Marske (419) do. 5th.

Do. 12th. ..red 1822...The Earl (646) do. 4th.

Do. 13th. ..red & white. ..1823... do. ... do. 9th.

Do. 14th... do. ...1823... do. ... do, 6th.

Do. 15th... do. ...1824... do. ... do. 8th.

Do. 16th... do. ...1824... do. ... do. 3rd.

Do. 17th... do. ...1825.. The 3rd Earl (1514) do. 11th.

Do. 18th.., do. .. .1825. ..2ndHubback (1423) do. 6th.

Do. 19th...yellow red ...1825... do. ... do. 12th.

Do. 20th. ..red& white... 1825. ..The2nd Earl (1511) do. 8th.

Do. 21st ... do. ...1825... do. ... do. 3rd.

Do. 22nd... do. . ..1826.. .2nd Hubback do. 9th.

Do. 23rd... do. ...1826...The 2nd Earl .. ^. do. 11th.

Do. 24th... do. ...1826. ..2nd Hubback do. 6th.

Do. 25th... do. ...1826... do. ... do. 8th.

Do. 26th ... do. ...1826 .. do. ... do. 3rd.

Do. 27th... do. ...1827... do. ... do. 16th.

Do. 28th ... do. ...1828... do. ... do. 6th.

Do. 29th... do. ...1829... do. ... do. 20th.

Do. 30th... do. ...1830... do. ... do.

Do. 3l3t ... do. ...1830... do. ... do. 26th.

Do. 32nd... do. ...1831... do. ... do. 19th.

Do. 33rd ...roan 1832...Belvedere (1706) . . do. 19th.

Do. 34th...red & white... 1832... do. ... do. 29th.

Do. 35th. ..red 1833...Gambler (2046) do. 19th.

Do. 36th .. .red & white. ..1834. ..Belvedere ... do.

Do. 37th... do. ...1834... do. ... do. 30th.

Do. 38th ...roan 1835...Norfolk (2377) do. 33rd.

Do. 39th... do. ...1835...Belvedere do. 30th.

Do. 40th .. do. ...1835... do. ... do. 19th.

Do. 41st ... do. ...1835... do. ... do. 32nd
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assistance as a practical breeder, and he must apply to other sources

for the information he wants, and which is essential to his success.

The fact is that certain tribes of short-horns, or families, have

established characters as good breeders, which has raised them in

public estimation, and made them valuable ; and, though, in an old

established family a strong cross may sometimes answer, yet, the case

in which it does is the exception, and no short-horn, breeder would

attempt it, if he could possibly avoid the risk. Now, with regard to

the instance which you produce of Mr. Bates' * Cleveland Lad,' it

would be a dangerous precedent, for two reasons, first, the Matchem

cow was not almost without a pedigree. She was bred by Mr. Brown

.

Kow Mr. Brown, though he kept no written pedigrees, was a breeder

of shorn-horns for, I believe, half a century. He bred from Mr.

Mason's best bulls, of which Matchem was one. This was well-known

to Mr. Bates, and when the cow produced a first-rate bull, Mr. Bates

used him with confidence, well knowing the purity of the blood.

It is well-known to those persons who were acquainted with Mr.

Bates, that he did not speak very favourably of other short-horn

herds, and that he very frequently disparaged the Mason blood.

He therefore did not search after the pedigree of the Matchem

cow, because he knew well it would lead him up to Mason; he

preferred leaving the pedigree in the state we have it in the Herd

Book ; however, there is more than one short-horn breeder now

alive who has heard Mr. Bates describe the Matchem cow and say, she

had no inconsiderable dash of Mason blood. Mr. Mason's sale of short-

horns was in 1829. Two Irish gentlemen attended and were pur-

chasers, and after the sale was over, this Mr. Brown^ the breeder of

the Matchem cow, came up to them, seeing they wanted short-horns,

and told them then he had a very good, well bred herd, that they

were always crossed by Mr. Mason's best bulls, and that if they went

home with him he would sell them as good as any sold at Mr.

Mason's sale, and for half the money paid there. They did go to

Mr. Brown's, and did purchase from him, and there can be no doubt

his herd was purely bred for many generations. Matchem's dam

was by Farmer, and Farmer was out of a cow entirely unknown.

Now this would lead many to believe that Farmer was not well bred,
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and I rather think the .supposition would be incorrect, for the dam

of Farmer was bred by Mr. John Newby, a man who bred good

short-horns of pure blood, though he did not keep hi.s herd book."

I will now trace the descendants of the Matchem cow,

Herd Book, Volume III.,* bred by Mr. Brown and bought

by Mr. Bates.
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had a son of Comet, and other blood before the cross with Watei'loo

bull (2816). I purchased the Waterloo cow in 1831."

C"!^^'^-
cllvld.

Sire. Dam.

Waterloo 2nd., roan 1832.. Belvedere Waterloo cow.

Do. 3rd...red 1835 ..Norfolk do.

Do. 4th ...red & white...l840... Cleveland Lad...Waterloo -Srd.

Do. .5th ...roan 1841. ..Duke of North-

thumberland . . do.

Do. Gth.. red 1842... do. ... do.

Do. 7th . red & white.. .1843... do, ... do. 4th.

Do, 8th... do. ...1844...2nd Cleveland Lad do. Gth.

Do. 9th ...red roan 1847... do. do.

Do. 10th. ..red 4th Dk. of North-

thumberland .. do. Sth,

TV 114.1, i yellow red, ) .,o<o \ 2nd Duke of ) , ,,,
^^-

^^^^i and white (IS^^i Oxford (

^''- ^^^'^

Do. 12th ...red 1 8 49,...3rd Dk. of York do.

T» 101.U S 3rdDk. of Ox-I , (.,,
Do. 13th. ..roan

J .^rd (9047) f
'^''' ^^^'^

The first of the Red Rose or (after the C'ambridge

Meeting called) Cambridge Rose tribe, are as follow.

Red calved in 1811.''

Coloui-. ';,..i Sire. Dam.When
Calved,

Bed Rose 2nd red& white..l821...His Grace Red Rose 1st.

Do, 3rd do, ...1824.,,The Earl do. 2nd,

Do. 4th do, ...1824, ..The 2nd Earl,, do.

Do, Sth do. ...1827. ..2nd Hubback.. do.

Do. 6th do do. ... do. 3rd.

Do, 7th do. ...1828.. do. ... do. 2nd.

Do. 8th do. ...1829... do. ... do.

Do, 9th do. ...1831... do, .. do.

Do, 10th do. ...1832...Bertram do. 7th.

* Bred by Mr. Hustler, property of Mr. T. Bates ; by Yarboi'ough,

dam (bred by Mr, K. Colling, and called the American cow), Uy

Favourite, 2nd dam by Punch, :lrd dam by Foljamli. 4th dam by

Hubback.
y2
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Colour.
^l^^!'^^

Sire. Dam.

Red Rose 11th or ) -d i j « j t> rj.i.

Rose of Sharon!
'^^''' Belvedere KedRose 5th.

Red Rose 12th red & white..1833... do do. 8th.

Red Rose 13th or
)

Cambridge Pre- /• roan 1834... do do. 9th.

mium Rose .,
)

Cambridge Rose ) ^i

.

i qq7 i ^ Cambridge
2nd j ( Prem. Rose

Do. 3rd ...white 1844...Dk. of Northum-
berland Cam. Rose 2nd

Do. 4th ...red & white 2nd Cleve- (Cambridge
land Lad \ Prem. Rose

Do. 5th ...roan 1846., do Cam.Rose2nd

Do. 6th ... do 1848 ..3rd Duke of

York do. 5th.

Do. 7th ...red 1849.. do do.

"At Mr. Eobert Colling's sale, at Barmpton, in 1818,

the Red Rose tribe of cattle brought the highest prices.

A bull sold for 621 gumeas. Mr. Arbuthnot paid 320

guineas for one cow of this tribe, and Lord Althorp 300

guineas for another, and many more at high prices.

But the one at 300 guineas, when going with the Acklam

lied Rose at Halton Castle, in Northumberland, was very

inferior to the latter in 1820, although they were out of

own sisters."

—

Note hy Mr. Bates.

The Wildeyes tribe (originally Wildair) was descended

from a heifer calf bought at Mr. Parrington's sale in 1831,

at Middlesborough farm, and were descended from Dobin-

son's stock, purchased in Holland.

Mr. Parrington occupied the farm of Middlesborough,

on the south bank of the Tees, below Stockton, and in

1831, the farm house and a few cottages were the only

buildings on the land on which the town of Middles-

borough now stands, and the centre of the iron trade of
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the world. A town with a corporation, a member of

Parhament, and npwards of 60,000 inhabitants. Mr.

Panington was a well known breeder of short-horns. His

stock were sold in 1831. I attended the sale with Mr.

Bates and bid for the lots which he bought. The calf

which he kept was called AVildair, but when she came to

Kirklevington somehow she got the name of Wildeyes.

The pedigree is as follows :

—

Wildeyes by Emperor (1975).

1st dam by Wonderful (700).

2nd dam by Cleveland (145).

3rd dam by Butterfly (104).

4th dam by Hollon's bull (313).

5th dam by Mowbray's bull (2342).

6th dam by Masterman's bull (422),—descended

from Michael Dobinson's stock.

The estimation in which this tribe were held by Mr.

Bates appears in the above pages. He always spoke of it

as giving him the (Dobinson) only good blood the Colling

herds did not contain. His imcle, William Bates's herd,

at Chollerton, in North Tyne, were long celebrated as

excellent, and for many years the steers from it were

exhibited in Newcastle as prize beef. William Bates bred

much in conjunction with the Messrs. Culley. He was

well known for his mathematical knowledge, and was a

Commissioner for the Enclosure of nearly all the Waste

and Common Lands in the North of England. The great

Inglewood Forest in Cumberland, which extended from

near Carlisle to Penrith, was divided and enclosed by him.

Mr. Donkin, of Sandhoe, so often mentioned in short-

horn histoiy, was brother-in-law of AVillliam Bates. He
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belonged to a talented family. One was a celebrated

mechanical engineer in London, and one Professor of

Astronomy at Oxford. Sandhoc is opposite Dilston on

the Tyne. The stock, cattle and sheep of Mr. Donkin,

and his tillage management, were long equal to the best

in the North of England. Mr. Bates and Mr. Donkin

were often in dispute about breeding. Mr. Donkin did

not like the lectures and advice of Mr. Bates on the

subject.

I append the descendants of this tribe, bred by jMr.

Bates.

Colour. ^4^ Sire. Dam.

Wildeyes 2nd ...roan 1835...Belvedere AVildeyes.

Do. 3rd ... do. ...1836... do. ... do.

Do. 4th ...red 1837... Short Tail do.

Do. 5th ...roan 1839... do. ... do.

Do. 6th ...white i840...Dk. of Nrthmd... do. 2nd.

Do. 7th... do. ...1841.. do. ... do. 3rd.

Do. 8th ...roan 1842... do. ... do. 2nd.

Do. 9th ...red&\vhite..l842... do. ... do. 3rd.

Do. 10th ...roan 1843...4thDk. of Nrthd do. 2nd.

Do. 11th .. .red &white..l843..,Dk. of Nrthmd. ..Wildeyes.

Do. 12th ...roan 1844...2udDk. of Nrthd. do. 5th.

Do. 13th... do. ...1844...4thDk. of Nrthd. do. 7th.

Do. 14th.. .red&white... 1845.. .Dk. of Nrthd ... do. 3rd.

Do. 15th^. do. ...1845 ..4thDk.ofNi-thd. do. 8th.

Do. 16th.. .roan 1845...2nd Dk. of Nrthd. Wildeyes.

Do. 17th.. .red & white.. 1845... do. ... do. 5th.

Do. 18th. ..roan 1845...2udClvlndLad... do. 3rd.

Do. 19th... do. ...1846...2ndDk. of Oxford do. 10th.

Do. 20th...red & white... 1846. ..El.ofLvrpl(9061) do. 9th.

Do. 21st. ..roan 1847... 2nd Clvlnd Lad... do. 10th.

Do. 22nd... do. ...1847... do. ... do. 8th.

Do. 23rd... do. ...1847... do. ... do. 9th.
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^^^^^'- fSd. Sire. ' Dam.

Wildeyes24th...roan 1847. ..2udClvlud Lad...Wildeyes 5th.

Do- 25thjyt^^«.J;|l84S... <1 do. 12th.

Do. '26tli...red 1848... do. ... do. 5th.

Do. 27th. ..roau 1848... do. ... do. 17th.

Do. 28th... do. ...1849... do. .. do. 16th.

Do. 29th...Hght roan 1849.. 3rd Dk. of York... do. 19th.

Do. 30th.. .white 1849...ordD.ofOx.(9047) do. 7th

The first cow of the Foggathorpe tribe was bought,

us rehited by Mr. Bates, of Mr. Edwards, of Market

Weighton. The following is her pedigree :

—

Foggathorpe, roan, calved in 1830, by Malbro' (1189).

1st dam Rosebud, by Ebor (997).

2nd dam Tulip, by Kegent (54G).

3rd dam Primrose, by North Star (459).

4th dam by Mr. R. Colling's White bull (151).

5tli dam bred by Mr. R. Colling.

The following is a note by Mr. Bates :

—

'" Mr. Seaton did not keep an account of the pedigrees of the

cattle he bought of Mr. Robt. Colhng, but agreed to give Mr. Robt.

Colhug a hundred guineas each for whatever cows he pleased to

part with for many years together. Mr. Seaton used Mr. Robt.

ColHng's White bull for many years together, and Foggathorpe'

s

character resembled that of Princess, bought by the late Sir H. V.

Tempest, and might have been of the same tribe as Princess, but of

this there is no account now to be had."

This cow was 10 years old when bought by Mr.

Bates and not expected to breed. She was second prize

in the show when the Cambridge Rose was rejected. Mr.

Bates always said she w^as very superior to the cow that

got the first prize, but l)oth very inferior to the Cambridge

cow. 1 well remember her coming to Kirklevington, and
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somehow Mr. Bates always spoke veiy highly of this tribe.

They had some cross that he thought very highly of.

Mr. Bates had this cow tied up next the rejected Cam-

bridge cow. Mr. Bates took me to see her and asked my
opinion of his purchase. I looked at her and expressed a

very favourable opinion of her shape and points. He then

told me to put my hands upon her and then upon the

Cambridge cow, I immediately felt the difference, and

Mr. Bates ever after took his visitors to see the two cows,

and to test them by the touch. The two cows were kept

together and fed the same and sold together. I do not

remember his saying so, but certainly we all got the

impression that Mr. Bates had bought this cow to show

visitors how ignorant judges at the great shows were of

what constituted the chief value of improved short-horns.

There was no doubt as to the superiority of the Cambridge

cow over this cow, although a good one. The following

were the females bred at Kirklevington. The produce

certainly showed the value of his opinion that all breeds

would improve by his own blood.

Colour. ^^4° Sire. Dam.

Foggathorpe 2nd...white 1840...Dukeof Js'orth-

umberland. Foggathorpe.

Foggathorpe 3rd., red & -white... 18 41... do. ... do.

Foggathorpe 4th... light roan ...1842... do. ... do.

Foggathoi-pe 5th.. roan 1846...4thD.of Nrthd... do. 2nd.

Foggathoi-pe 6th... do. 1850. .. 3rd. D. of Oxford. do. 4th.
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PART XV.

lotended to retire in 1851—Mr. Pippet and Appi'eciation of Stock

—

Fortune—Opinions on Stock—Ingratitude and Anonymous Slan-

ders—American Appreciation—Humbug—Father and Mother,

Deaths, Eelations, and Old Reminiscences—Engaged to be

Married—Consumption—Advice of Scotch Legal Judge—Obituary

notice in Farmers Magazine— Death—Monuments,

Mr. Bates had long contemplated selling off his herd

and retiring altogether from all active business, in the

year 1851, and always expressed great anxiety that they

should ffo into the hands of some one who would caiTv

out his ideas as to the crossing and breeding of them. I

am here reminded by Wm. Pippet, Esq., of Coughton, of

Mr Bates's words to him which he has never forgot, viz.,

'' I shall never live to see the day, you may, when my

stock will be duly appreciated." Mr. Bates had written

to Mr. Pippet in December, 1847, as follows :

—

" In answer to your letter of the 6th inst., enquiring the breed-

ing of the last bull Mr. Glass had from here, as you have bought the

stock by him. He was by Duke of Northumberland (1 940) dam by

Short Tail (2621) second dam by Belvedere (1706) third dam by son

of second Hubback (2683) being four crosses of blood that cannot be

exceeded and leaving only one-sixteenth of the original cow, which

was a very good one bought in at the market, the seller giving a long

pedigree but not of my blood. (He then mentioned Coates and the

Herd Book). I may give an authentic history of the short-horns

when those who have my blood will receive the benefit therefrom."

Mr. Bates often said that money-making was not his

object in perfecting the race of short-horns. If that had

been his motive and he had invested his fortune in the

funds, he would have been a very wealthy man. He had

begun the world when only over age, with a fortune in round
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figures of j£20,000. His personal expenditure was trifling,

but from charitable and religious expenditure, his fortune

did not much increase. He could aftbrd to devote his

income to his favourite herd, otherwise it would probably

have been dispersed and long forgotten.

I have intentionally. avoided noticing any of the con-

troversies which ]\Ir. Bates had respecting stock. He

certainly had no idea of cooking pedigrees or making-

things in that line pleasant. He was not prone to abuse

stock except when it was brought before the public, and

he then considered it a public duty to use his knowledge

and give his opinion. He was often asked to visit herds

and did so, but he never praised, even to please an old

friend or kind host. On one occasion he paid a visit to

an old friend who had a fine herd and who expected Mr.

Bates to praise them ; he, however, was silent, and w^hen

pressed for an opinion he said they were very fine cattle

but not short-horns. They were kyloes. His friend then

explained that they had been bred from a kyloe cow. On

another occasion, when in like manner pressed for an

opinion, they met his friend's boys and the nursemaid
;

Mr. Bates then exclaimed, I now see some stock I can

admire. Mr. Bates was always very fond of, and attentive

to children.

My attention has been called to an announcement of

the sale of the Farnley Hall short-horns in the newspapers,

and I have only time to notice it shortly. It states :

—

" The Farnley Hall catalogue of the sale, which Mr. Straf-

ford will conduct at Farnley Hall on tlie 1st of August

will be read with interest by short-horn breeders up and

down the countrv." It then describes the various
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animals, and they will be sold where Mr. Strafford has

sold so many splended cattle, and often giving names and

pedigrees. " Reformer, from a cow perseveringly tra-

duced by the much calumniating Thomas Bates." Pro-

bably this is the production of an individual w^ho is

indebted to Mr. Bates for every thing he possesses, and

who, in return for kindness, confidence, and hospitality,

became the means or the vehicle of making anonymous

attacks on Mr. Bates and his herd. I have not time now

to peruse all the correspondence on the subject of this

cow. Mr. Bates, I believe, warned the American gentle-

men against produce from her.''' Mr. Bates had long ago

taken a gentleman to inspect Mr. Baker's herd, where he

often visited and found them very much mixed in blood,

and advised his friend not to buy them. Mr. Bates had,

after Lord Althorp's purchases, obtained many w^ell bred

animals for this friend. Mr. Bates afterwards found that

he had purchased from Mr. Baker's herd, and in answer

to remonstrance said he had a good connextion in trade

to America for cattle which he must keep up, and the

Americans knew nothing of breeding, they only wanted long

pedigrees. A bull descended from this cow had been sold

for £14, and then for £16, and very soon after was sent to

* I have just time to state other facts respecting this cow. We
have seen what Mr. Bates wrote about crossing his stock with the

blood of this cow, and the probable results. This was all verified.

I well recollect that Mr. Bates received a letter from America, stating

that the stock had turned out badly as he had predicted, and asking

him to send the Ohio Company any stock he could spare, and that

they left that and the price he would charge entirely to himself.

Mr. Bates tore up the letter, and sent no stock. Only nine animals

from his own herd went to America in his lifctimr.



300 HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS.

America at nearly 200 guineas. The cow was purchased

at Yarm fair and turned out a very good one, and Mr.

Bates was requested to trace her breeding, which he did,

and found she was from a blue-black cow with no pedigree,

and of a colour and description that every one said no

short-horn ever had. Mr. Bates would not conceal Clarke's

bull nor his knowledge of this cow when requisite, but he

made no anonymous announcements. I hope the next

catalogue will be altered to " the cow openly exposed by

the truth-speaking and humbug denouncing Thomas

Bates."

All'. George Bates, his father, died in 1816, aged 84.

No man ever was more respected or regTctted. I recently

visited my maternal uncle, now aged above 90, with all his

faculties, except sight, quite perfect. He was loud in his

praises of the farms and stock of Mr. George Bates, and

the good he did in the country, and regretted that there

were few (if any) such men left in the country. Mr.

George Bates, for many yeai'S, had not a pauper in the

township which he occuf)ied, and many of the persons

employed by him became bailiffs and stewards, or got into

business for themselves. They were all elevated by the

example he set them. Mr. G. Bates tried almost every new

implement or crop, but he used work oxen to the last,

and splendid animals they became.

Mr. Bates often expressed his opinion that he would

live to the age of his mother, who died in 1822, aged 92

years. I well recollect the " old lady," and the deference

always paid to her. AVhen past 80, she rode a white pony,

and afterwards used a pillion, perhaps the last seen in the

county, Mr. Bates always spoke with great affection of
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her. He was her faA^ourite child. She had only visited her

native county once after her marriage, which was when

she took her sons to visit her cousins at Gregygnog. But

she and her sister Joyous Moore, who resided and died

with her, kept up a large correspondence with their relatives

and friends in Wales and the Borders. It is now, perhaps,

amusing to read the accounts of the elections, races, county

gatherings, and balls, in the last century, and there may

be some who would be interested in the announcements and

expected announcements of conquests made by the young

ladies. But, the style of the letters changed, and there

came accounts of loss of many relatives and friends, by

battle or disease, in the service of their country, and a

gradual disappearance, and announcements of deaths and

funerals, often at The More, until, of the first cousins

who once numbered above thirty, Mrs. Bates was the last

survivor. She was not fortunate in succeeding to the goods

of her relatives. Mr. Bates always set great value on his

handsome silver tea service, which was the bequest of Mrs.

Catherine More, of Linley, to her god-daughter Joyous

More. The only descendants of the cousins were the

Edwardes family. Sir Herbert Edwardes, the distinguished

Indian officer, being one, and, I believe, they are now

represented by the Hope-Edwardes family in Shropshire.

Mrs. Bates, like all old people, had a most lively recollec-

tion of the olden times, and talked of the widows of her

uncles killed at the Battle of the Boyne, and of her

recollections of relatives who had taken active parts in the

Irish Wars and Rebellions of 1715 and 1748. Mrs. Bates

always considered that if her son had been called Arthur

Blayney, he would have got the family estates.
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Mr. Bates was under the middle size, but with a

strongly built frame. He never married. I have heard

many romantic and curious stories of his loves and

disappointments, but I believe without the slightest

foundation, and that in fact he never even spoke to the

parties. He was however engaged, as appears from his

mother and aunt's letters to their relatives, to a young lady

in every way a suitable and desirable match, but she died

of consumption, and I believe he never got over his loss,

and that when he spoke of hereditary disease and

consumption in cattle, his feelings were much moved and

painful recollections brought to his mind. His friends

often urged him to change his state. He was always most

attentive to ladies, and in liis later years he was often

urged to look speedily after some eligible widows. Baron

Hepburn, one of the judges of the Court of Exchequer in

Scotland, was an intimate friend of Mr. Bates, and also of

Mr. Curwen, and Mr. Rennie, and the leading agriculturists

m the East Lothians. I venture to insert the letter of

advice to Mr. Bates on matrimony and agriculture, by this

spirited Tory Scotch Judge.

'•'Smeaton, Prestoukirk, 7th July, 1813.

" My dear Bates,—Some eight or ten days ago I had the pleasure

to receive your obliging favour of the 17th ult. while in Edinburgh

attending my official duty in Exchequer, which concluded on

Monday last, and I came here yesterday. I rejoice to hear such

flattering accounts of your young stock. It always affords me real

pleasure to see genius and industry rewarded. I always told you

that the cross of the Scotch breed would answer your expectation,

and you may recollect I advised you to try it on yourself, and now

that you have proved it so successfully in one species of stock I. trust

you will listen to my advice and carry it one step further. Do come

down to us when you can spare as much time and cast your eye over
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our fair ones, and to the lass you like best, sing our Scotch song,

which begins thus

—

' Tell me Lassie, will you marry me now,

For I canna come every day to woo.'

I have sent your compliments to my neighbours, Messrs. Rennie

and Brown, but I delayed writing until I could tell you of my
farm, and I have the pleasure to say that in every particular it would

do your heart good to see how promising it really is. My autumn

sowed wheats are well planted, and have been now about a week in

bloom, so I think they will cut by the second week of next month.

My oats are strong and showing the ear. My peas and beans com-

pletely cover the ground—a vigorous growth and full of bloom, and

setting remarkable well. My Roota Baga is far advanced, and my
turnips generally in the rough leaf, and both fully planted. My hay

harvest somewhat advanced. Plenty of clover plants, but late and

soft. I expect a great second crop, and I have plenty of old straw

to mix up with it. My practice is to carry the straw to the field and

to mix it with the clover when cut. This is a little more expensive,

as I must carrj'^ the straw out and home again ; but the new and the

old incorporate so intimately that my horses are fonder of it than of

pure hay. 20 head of cattle paid me of nett return £25 a head for

their keep, and my sheep netted £1 19s. a head. Since 1798 I have

not had so good a crop of all corn as 1812 has yielded, and the prices

last year nearly double. "What I say of my own, for men generally

are fond of speaking of themselves, I may truly say of all my neigh-

bours. So we are contented, quiet and happy, and I thank God we
have no rascally drunken discontented weavers amongst us, * our

pleasures to ' alloy.' ' Our staples are, wheat and bairns. I wish you

would begin to raise recruits the matrimonial way, and give the king

some good healthful subjects. Try the cross and fill up the waste

of war. Your butter last year was super-excellent, and my wife is

your humble suitor this year for a single kit if you can spare it. I

congratulate and rejoice with you on the glorious news from the

Peninsula, and I by no means regret that the Catholic question was

lost. Adieu, and believe me always with esteem, sincerely yours.

" Geo. Buchan Kepburn."
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The following memoir of Mr. Bates appeared in the

Farmeri Magazine, in January, 1850. Speaking of Mr.

Bates, the waiter says :

—

" As a man, there were few who enjoyed a wider range of popu-

larity than Mr. Bates. The employment he gave to the poor did

not more ingratiate him in their favour, than the unvarying and

unmingled kindness he at all times displayed, whether in providing

for their cheap and comfortable shelter in his cottages, or ministering

to their wants in sickness, infirmity, or age. His kindness as a

neighbour was beyond all praise. Scarcely one of the farmers, whose

cold barren clay farms surrounded him, but could bear witness to

some act of disinterested sympathy ; and a stranger would have

witnessed with surprise the influence his name and his opinion had

upon them ; while his word would be more relied upon than many

men's bond. In hospitality to all comers he was seldom equalled
;

his house was open to every one of whatever grade, from the Peer or

Member of Parliament, down to the small undistinguished fanner,

and the longer the victor stayed, and the more he partook of his

liberality, the more welcome he was. On one occasion, two very

celebrated short-horn breeders intimated a wish to spend a day at

Kirklevington and examine his stock ; he immediately wrote in reply,

that it was impossible for them to examine them thoroughly in one

day, and that they must make up their minds to spend three with

him, in fact his house was the home of all who entered it. They

had a welcome truly English ; no pains nor unostentatious attention

were spared to make them comfortable and happy ; while his long

stories, founded on bye-gone experience, of great breeders of the

early part of his life, the dark ages of short-horns, were so amusing,

that the time flew in his society completely unawares, and to no one

did it do so more swiftly than himself. In fact but once set him on

with his anecdotes, and there never seemed to be a termination, nor

even a breaking place when the meeting could be separated. How-

ever inconsistent with all this power it may appear, he was often in

hot water with some of his opulent and influential neighbours, and

has more than once driven the bench of magistrates from court to

court at enormous expence. Amongst many of these he was looked
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upon as meddliug, overbearing, and litigious ; certainly the pertinacity

with which he opposed many of their measures of a public nature,

and the very great expenses he incurred, might seem to justify the

opinion. But those who entertained this opinion did not understand

Mr. Bates. The dispute was not private nor personal ; it was of a

purely public origin, and with him the course he took was looked

upon as a great public duty, and one that he felt he would be false

to himself to abandon. His litigiousness, therefore, was but a nice

and discriminating view of public duty; and had the magistracy used

a little conciliation due to a man so well disposed and time-honoured,

they might have achieved any concession they required, consistent

with great public responsibility, which Mr. Bates held with most

scrupulous conscientiousness. On this point, perhaps, his judgment

did not always equal his zeal and perceptions of right. Convince his

judgment or appeal to his feelings, and he was gentle and yielding
;

but once rouse his opposition and he was as untiring in his warfare

as he was staunch and unflinching in his character. As one instance

of the general benefit arising from his exertions, we may name his

procuring a clause to be inserted in the Highway Act, removing the

power of electing surveyors out of the hands of the magistracy, and

placing it in those of the rate-payers.

" Mr. Bates was fond of public life, and was not altogether free

from a love of excitement. Once he risked the cost and labour of

setting afloat a county contest for the representation ; and had indeed

great delight in addressing the public, using very strong language,

and always appearing in earnest. He wrote a vast number of letters

to the newspapers, mainly on politics of agriculture, and was always

at his post at a county meeting, or election, where anything agricul-

tural was the subject of investigation or remark. His writing,

though not elegant nor classic, was true and forcible, and he had a

remarkable tact in making facts bear upon his propositions, as well as

a wonderful readiness in calculation and mental arithmetic. It

was, however, Mr. Bates's character as a christian which gained him

the large amount of respect he so generally secured ; and an

imdeviating course of moral conduct, absolutely untainted and

unimpeachable, gave him a standing, which, though it might for the

moment excite the ridicule of the thoughtless, generally created a

W
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real respect in their minds. At a period -when a profession of

religion, was by no means so fashionable as it is at present, he would

dare ridicule and scorn.

" His zeal and liberality went haud-in-hand. On one occasion

he heard that a living, in a parish in which he felt concerned, was

about to be given to a clergyman whom he believed to be unworthy
;

and though the kindest man living, he was determined to prevent it.

He wrote to the bishop and the archdeacon, confronted the parties

interested, and, by dint of persevering opposition, effected the

rescinding of the gift, and obtained an appointment congenial to his

wishes. Active in mind, temperate in his habits, nay, I may say

abstemious, for he tasted no intoxicating liquors for some years

before his death ; and living almost in the open-air, he knew little of

disease, and seldom, if ever, consulted a surgeon. A month before

death, however, his health began to fail, a disease of the kidneys

became painful and harassing, and he went to Redcar to try the

effect of the sea-air, but which, so far from removing, seemed only to

increase the malady. It was some time before he could be prevailed

on to consult a medical adviser, and when he did, he refused the

greater part of the medicine."

He gradually sank and died on the 25th of July,

1849, aged 75 years, and was buried in the churchyard

at Kirklevington. It is intended by his nephew to insert

a memorial window in the now restored church to his

memory, A monument was erected to his memory by a

few of his friends and admirers of his exertions in the

cause of stock breeding, with the following inscription :

—

THIS MEMORIAL
OP

THOMAS BATES,
of kirklevington,

one of the most distinguished breeders of
short-horn cattle,

is raised by a few friends who appreciate
his labours for the improvement of

british stock,

and respect his character.
Born 21st June, 1776,

Pied 26th July, 1849.
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PART XVI.

Kirklevington Sale—Particulars—Notice in Farmers' Magazine-—

Why the Prices go Low— Comments on Lord Ducie and Jonas

Webb—Racing Phrase—Lord Ducie's anxiety in Breeding—3rd

and 5th Duke of York—Mr. Tanqueray—Tortworth Sale and the

Americans—Col. Gunter—Marquis of Exeter—Lord Feversham,

his judgment and the Bates's Blood— Willis's Rooms Sale

—

Importation from America

—

Punch on the Windsor Sale

—

History of Divers Animals—Grand Duchesses, &;c.

Mr. Edward Bates was the only nephew of Mr. Bates

engaged in agriculture, and was settled in Germany, and

had no time or opportunity of attending to a herd, so that

it came to be sold on the 9th of May, 1850, and I subjoin

the results :

—

SYNOPSIS OF THE PEDIGREE, PRICES, AND PURCHASERS

OF THE KIRKLEVINGTON HERD.

COWS, HEIFERS, AND HEIFER CALVES.

DUCHESS FAMILY. »

Name. Bulled by

Duchess 51st...2nd Duke of Oxford,..

April ]

Duchess 54th.. Ditto, Nov. 8 ,

Price.

£ s.

63 0.

94 10.

By whom purchased

.

.Mr. S. E. Bolden,
Lancaster.

Duchess 55th... Ditto, Ajml 1.

Duchess 56th...Grand Duke, April 5.

Duchess 59th...

Duchess 61st...

Duche-ss 62nd...

Duchess G4th...

Mr. Eastwood,
Burnley.

110 5. ..Earl Ducie.

54 12...Mr. Ambler.

Ditto, Nov. 93. ..210 0... Earl Ducie.

...105 0... Lord Feversham.

...126 O...Mr. Champion.

...162 15... Earl Ducie.

Oxford 2nd... Duke

OXFORD FAMILY.

of Richmond,
May 5 54 12... Marquis of Exeter.

W 2
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Name. Bulled by Price.

£ S.

Oxford 4th...3rd Duke of York,...

Nov. 2 28 7...

Oxford 5th... Ditto, April 27... 74 11 ..

Oxford 6th... Grand Dake, Feb. 6... 131 5..

Oxford 9th i?. 0..

Oxford lObh 53 11..

Oxford 11th 131 5..

Oxford 12bh 85 1..

Oxford 13th 66 3.

Oxford 14th 21 0.

WATERLOO FAMILY.

Waterloo 4th... 3rd Duke of Oxford,

April 26 22 1..

Waterloo 9th... Ditto, Nov. 9... 79 16..

Waterloo 10th...Grand Duke, April 25 ... 63 0..

Waterloollth...4thDk. ofYork, Feb. 26. 73 10..

Waterlool2th 44 2..

Waterlool3th 74 11.,

CAMBRIDGE ROSE FAMILY.

Cam. Rose 5th...Not bulled 47 5..

Cam.Ro3e6th 73 10..

Cam.Rose7th 26 5.

WILDEYES FAMILY.

Wildeyes 5th... 3rd Duke of Oxford,
April 21 21 0..

Wildeyes 7th...Grand Duke, March 1... 24 3 .

Wildeyes 8th... Ditto, Jan. 15... 42 0..

Wildeyes 14th...Duke of Richmond, May 8 30 9.

Wildeyes 15th...2nd Duke of Oxford,

March 24 32 11

Wildeyes 16th.. .3rd Duke of York,
April 18 23 2.

Wildeyes 17th...4th Duke of York,
Jan. 20 43 1.

Wildeyesl9th...GrandDuke, Nov. 26 ... 63

By vrhom purchased.

Mr. E. James.

Mr. Morris.

.Earl Ducie.

.Mr. A. Maynard.

.Mr. Morris.

.Earl Ducie.

.Lord Feversham.

..Mr. Becar, of the

U. S., America.

. Mr. Downes.

•Mr. Sinjjleton.

.Mr. Ashton.

Mr. A. Maynard.

.Mr. Eastwood.

Mr. Cruickshank.

.Mr. Hay Shethin.

.Mr. S. E. Bolden.

.Mr. H. Coombe.

..Mr. Downes.

.Mr. A. Stevens.

Mr. Jefferson.

.Marquis of Exeter.

.Mr. Jonas Webb.

.Mr. Featherston-

haugh.

..Mr. Higgs.

..Mr. Faviell.

Mr. Cartwright.



HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS. 309

Name. Bxilled by Price. By whom piircliased.

£ s.

Wildeyes 21st... ith Duke of York,

April 4tli 49 r...Mr. A. Morrison.

Wildeyes 32nd..3rd Ditto, Jan. 24 ..105 0... Mr. Champion.

Wildeyes 23rd...3rd Duke of York, Fel).

26 105 ..Mr. A. Maynard.

Wildeyes 24tb... Ditto, Jan. 12... 42 C.Mr. Drummond.

Wildeyes 25th...4th Duke of York, Nov.

23 74 11 ..Mr. B. Baxter.

Wildeyes26th 31 10...Mr. Haigh.

Wildeyes27th 45 3...Mr. IST. Cartwright

Wildeyes28tli 27 6... Mr. E. Bates. '

Wildeyes29th 39 18...Lord Feversham.

WildeyesSOth . .. 24 3...Mr. Townshend.

FOGGATHORPE FAMILY.

Foggathorpe 2nd.Grand Duke, April 18... 22 l...Mr. Parker.

Foggathorpe 4th.3rd Duke of Oxford,

April 6 52 10...Mr. Sanday.

Foggathorpe 6th 31 10... Mr. Gardiner.



310 HISTORY OF SHOET-HORNS.

"3 «



HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS. 311

'tis

8

m
>
<

>A

"^

pq

Q

m

•



312 HISTORY OF SHORT-HORN S.



HISTORY OF SHORT-HORNS. 313

The accouut of the sale in the Farmers' Magazine is

so complete and concise that I now copy it.

" The sale of this celebrated herd took place on Thursday, May

9th, 1850, in presence of a company, which, at the lowest estimate,

could not be less than five thousand persons, inchxding nearly every

breeder of short-horn cattle of note in the United Kingdom, as also

breeders from the continent of Europe, and from the United States

of America. It may with confidence be maintained that on no

similar occasion has so great an interest been excited amongst the

breeders of this variety of the ox, so justly the pride of our country,

as on that referred to above : and well, indeed, did the herd deserve

the far extended fame which attracted such a mighty gathering on

the occasion of its dispersion, to be the nuclei of new, or to enrich

collections already in being, in our sea-girt isles, in Europe, and in

the great western quarter of our planet, beyond the Atlantic ocean.

To criticise in print a herd whilst it remains the property of the

breeder is obviously an improper intermeddling with private pro-

perty, by which no good purpose can be answered, but which may

be productive of controversy, liable to excite vexation. When,

however, a herd is dispersed, as on the occasion under consideration,

the reason for withholding an opinion of its merits, and of those of the

several animals of which it is comprised, ceases : in fact, an event in

the annals of rural afitiirs of such interest and importance as the sale

of the Kirklevington herd, not only demands a more permanent

record than the ordinary notice in the columns of a newspaper, but

now that the cattle in question no longer form a distinct herd, a

monument of the incident becomes useful ; and no repository for

such can be so fitting as the pages of the Farmers' Magazine. The

hei'd in question, comprising forty-eight cows, heifers, and heifer

calves, and twenty bulls and bull calves, displayed an eminence in

every point of excellence which has rarely been attained. In a com-

bination of those qualities which constitute excellence in the short-

horn variety of cattle, it may be asserted with confidence, that the

Kirklevington herd at the time of its dispersion was unequalled by

any other in existence. Magnificent size, straight and broad back,

arched and well spread ribs, wide bosom, snug shoulder, clean neck,
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light feet, small head, prominent and bright but placid eye, were

features of usefulness and beauty which distinguished this herd in

the very highest degree ; whilst the hide is sufficiently thick to

indicate an excellent constitution, its elasticity when felt between

the fingers and thumb, and its floating under the hand upon the

cellular texture beneath, together with the soft and furry texture of

the coat, evinced in an extraordinary degree throughout the herd,

excellent quality of flesh, and disposition to rapid taking-on fat. In

the sixty-eight head of cattle, not one could be characterised as

inferior or even as mediocre—all ranking as first class animals ; and

when an idea of inferiority arose, it was only in reference to a com-

parison with some of this splendid herd, which, from their most

extraordinary excellence, may demand special notice. The herd

consisted of six families :—The Duchess, the Oxford, the Waterloo,

the Cambridge Rose, the Wildeyes, and the Foggathorpe, which are

here enumerated in succession according to the prices which each

realized at the sale; a synopis of the pedigrees, prices, and purchasers,

being subjoined, to which it will be sufficient to refer for such

particulars. Of the Duchess family, were four cows, three heifers,

one heifer-calf, four bulls, and two bull-calves ; the first of which that

demands especial notice is the Fourth Duke of York. This animal,

now the property of Earl Ducie, is the heau ideal of bovine excel-

lence.* His magnificent size, and perfection in every point of

excellence, entitle him to be considered as the brightest gem of the

herd ; and if not the very best bull in existence, he certainly cannot

be surpassed. Grand Duke, Duchess 54th, and Duchesses 55th,

59th, 61st, 62nd, and 64th, all of the same family, are the finest

imaginable specimens of the short-hom tribe. Next in order is the

Oxford family, consisting of four cows, two heifers, four heifer-

calves, and three bulls, of which Oxford 6th, Oxford 11th, and

Second Duke of Oxford, are all animals of extraordinary excellence.

The Waterloo and Cambridge Rose families were less numerous than

the two preceding. The whole of the animals composing them

* As a proof of this remark and what may be expected from his

produce, we beg to observe that the only three calves got by him

realized the sum of £379 Is., or £126 7s. each. [Ed. Far. Mag.]
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possessed great excellence, although inferior to those previously

noticed. The WUdeyes, the most extensive family in the herd,

consistiag of twenty-five head, in which were nine cows, seven

heifers, two heifer-calves, four bulls and three bull-calves ; and of

which Balco, a remarkably fine yearling bull, and two three-year-old

heifers, Wildeyes 22ud and 23rd, were prominent lots in the sale.

The only remaining family is the Foggathorpe. This family com-

prised two cows, one heifer- calf, and four bulls; of which Ebor, a

yearling sold for 90 guineas, Tlie sale of this extraordinary herd

realized a total amount of £4,558 Is.; and great as this sum may seem,

it is not in any degree extravagant to suppose that had the identical

animals been in existence in 1839, and put up for sale after Mr.

Bates's unpai-alleled triumph as a breeder of short-horns at the show

of the Koyal Agricultural Society of England at Oxford, in obtaining

four principal prizes with the only four animals entered by him on

that occasion, the sixty-eight head of cattle would then have realized

double the sum they did on the 9th inst. In support of this opinion

the writer can state upon undoubted authority, that so great was

the estimation in which the premium animals referred to were held,

that an oSer of 400 guineas each for the premium cow and heifers

w^as refused ; and that for the bull Duke of Northumberland, Mr.

Bates might have had almost any sum he might have asked ; but he

considered the animal valuable above all price. AMien the circum-

stances of the great yearly increase and the diffusion of short-horns

of the very first class in every part of the kingdom for many years

past, and the crushing influence which Free-trade iDolicy must have

on the price of cattle, are considered, the proceeds of Mr. Bates's

herd fully corroborates the writer's opinion of its being the most

excellent ever submitted for sale by auction."

Remember that every homed animal on the farm was

exhibited and sold, and there was not one kept back.

The Booth sale in Sept., 1852, 44 lots averaged only £48

12s. 8d. (Dixon, page 199), and then, of course, no

inferior stock or store stock were sold.

The parties who Avish to deprecate the stock of Mr.
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Bates, often ask if they were so superior to other herds,

why did they not sell for greater prices 1 At the time of

the sale, 8th May, 1850, the agricultural interest, in all

branches, was in a very depressed state. The shock caused

by the Free Trade had paralized the spirit of all classes,

and corn and stock were at the lowest ebb. I quote the

statement of a well-known writer on the sale :

—

" At Mr. Bates's sale Lord Ducie was as undaunted as ever, and

it was nothing but being in racing phrase ' a good beginning,' which

secured him the 4th Duke of York so cheap. He had determined to

buy him, or make him dear for some one, and he put in so promptly

at 200 guineas, that, although one gentleman, at least, wished to

have him at 200 more, a sort of stagnation supervened, amid which

Mr. Strafford's glass ran down. If the first bid had only been 100,

three at least would have gone in."

—

If. H. Dixon, page 156.

Mr. Thomas Bates, of Heddon, has sent me the

following observations on this sale, for which he vouches,

and is alone responsible. " In 1850 I knew nothing about

the value of short-horns, or the mode of selling them.

As my brothers were abroad, I took the management

of the estate at Kirklevington. I was resident in

London, and had other occupation. I was told that Lord

Ducie and the Americans would give fabulous prices for

the Duchess blood, and that one bull would go for 500

guineas at least, and that Mr. Bates had valued him at

1000 guineas. I ofiered to sell the whole herd to Lord

Ducie, and wrote his lordship a letter with my offer to

negociate. His lordship wrote declining, and at the

same time a letter was written in his bed-room that

1 should be watched, and my plans disclosed by a person

in Lord Ducie's confidence, who undertook to lejioit
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all he could learn from me, and that his letters doing so

were written at Lord Ducie's bedside in London, he beins:

then confined to bed by illness. When the above person

called on me at my chambers, at Lincoln's Inn, to watch

me as he had undertaken, I put a copy of his letter written

at Lord Ducie's bedside into his hand, he read it, and sneaked

off. He trembled too much, and looked too contemptible

to kick out."

" I never suspected that an English nobleman, much

less one of Lord Ducie's character, could be a party to any

sporting or racing tricks to obtain cattle on any terms.

But I learnt, afterwards, that it was well known in the

short-horn world, that Lord Ducie was determined to have

the stock, and that to " bid against him was only taking

money out of his pocket ;" and tiiat his lordship, who was

well known and popular with breeders, personally attended

the sale, that the ' undaunted ' course might, most surely,

have ' a good beginning.' Hence the bid of 200 guineas,

and otliers, by his lordship in person. I travelled by night

from London, and wtis present. I felt the pause at the

sale, and the sensation made by this bid, and was only

restrained from bidding by the undertaking that the sale

was without reserve. The Americans, who I expected to

buy the Duchesses, were not at the sale. I was afterwards

informed that there was some misunderstanding in America

about the period of the sale. I had not tlien read }dr. Vail's

letters respecting the appreciation of the stock in America."

" Duchess 55th was sold to Lord Ducie, as served on

the 1st of April, 1850, by 2nd Duke of Oxford, but she

calved on 25th October, 1850, to the 4:th Duke of York.

This calf was Duchess 66th, whose portrait appears in the
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Herd Book, vol. xi., page 415. So that the Earl of Ducie

by this racing proceeding got one bull 300 guineas under

his real auction price, and a cow in a proper breeding

state, instead of a doubtful one, and the calf sold for above

700 guineas."

" When a resident Fellow in College at Cambridge, I

had taken agricultural friends to visit Mr. Jona-s Webb's stock

at Bebraham. I found that Lord Ducie and Mr. Webb

had been at Kirklevington the day before the sale, and

when I arrived just before the sale, Mr. Webb introduced

me to Lord Ducie, and I paid them all the attention I

could. His lordship was suffering from gout at the time,

and could scarcely walk. I had always looked upon Mr.

Webb as a man who would not lend himself to any racing

tricks. I did not then understand cattle selling, and I

did not think it necessary to consult any friend on the

subject. I had knoAvn Mr. Crofton and Mr. John Wood,

and I once intended to have asked their advice and

assistance. Mr. Webb migh^ not know what Lord Ducie

certainly knev*^ on his sick bed, that I had put no reserve,

and had taken no steps to counteract their racing schemes."

" I well recollect when the old cows were knocked down

at about 20 guineas. There was a great commotion at one

side of the ring. Some laughed ironically, and others raised

a sort of cheer, and there was a cry of 'fat price—^butcher's

prices.' I afterwards ascertained that there was a strong

party of breeders who had long smarted under the observa-

tions of Mr. Bates on their herds, and on the alloy hard

handling, lack of quality, training, &c., who attended the sale

in large numbers, and they could not restrain the triumph

they" expected in" the' herd" beiftg' sold for butcher's prices.
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and that Mr. A. Maynard, much to their disguist, soon

upset the party by his spirited biddings."

Among the English noblemen who have been dis-

tinguished as agriculturists and breeders of stock,

no one ranked higher than the late Earl Ducie ; but like

every one who ever tried short-horn breeding, he became

an enthusiast and devoted himself perhaps more than

Earl Spencer to the subject. As soon as Duchess

55th was knocked down, he said I will put her to Userer

and improve her shoulders. This he did, and she pro-

duced a white heifer calf; and as soon as his lordship saw

it, he sent for Mr. Strafford, and when he arrived his lord-

ship said, "Well, Strafford, Bates is right and I am wrong.

I will never cross them again with anything except them-

selves," viz., the Duchesses and the Oxfords.

His lordship sent his agent to purchase the 3rd Duke

of York, with instructions to sell him to a butcher and

see him killed. The purchase was made but no butcher

could be found, and he was taken to Tortworth and killed.

His lordship supposed he had thus secured the only re-

maining bull of this blood, but meeting Mr. Tanqueray in

London, he asked him what he was doing in the short-

horn line, He replied " I have just come into possession

of the 5th Duke of York," to which his lordship replied,

" d that bull, I had lost sight of him." Probably

his lordship would have done wisely if he had retained

the 3rd Duke in his herd.

TORTWORTH COURT, GLOUCESTERSHIRE,

Sale of Duchesses and Oxfords, the property of the

late Earl Ducie, on the 24th August, 1853, was the next

public appearance of the Kirklevington herd :

—
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Lot. By whom pvirchased. Price

£ S. d.

4 Duchess 55th, Ml". Tanqueray, Hendon, 52

11 Duchess 59th, Mr. J. Thome, New York, U.S., 367 10

20 Duchess 64th, Do., Do., 630

27 Duchess 66th, Messrs Becar& Morris, New York, U.S, 735

35 Duchess 67th, Colonel Gunter, 367 10

40 Duchess 6Sth, Mr. J. Thorne, 315

44 Duchess 69th, Mr. Tanqueray, 420

47 Duchess 70th, Colonel Gunter, 325 10

Average,...£401 11 3 £3212 10

10 Oxford 6th, Mr. Tanqueray, 215 5

21 Oxford 11th, Do., 262 10

37 Oxford 15tli, Earl of Burlington, 210

46 Oxford 16th, Mr. Tanqueray, 189

Average,... £21 9 3 9 £876 15

1 Duke of Glo'ster (1138'2), Messrs Becar & Morris, ) gg-, ,q ^^

and Mr Tanqueray,...
)

2 Fourth Duke of York (10167), Gen. Cadwallader,)
ggs o

Philadelphia, and Mr G. Vail, Troy, New York, U.S.,
)

9 Fifth Duke of Oxford, Lord Feversham, 315

Average,... £507 10 £1522 10

Total Average, £371 2 4

I cannot enumerate all the sales, or trace all the

Kirklevington herd. I mention a few, and as the public

accounts of such sales contain often a history of the animals

I cannot do better than transcribe from them. Mr. Harvey

Coombe's Cobham herd had been sold at large prices :

—

*' At Mr. Hale's sale there was not a large but a very choice

company of breeders. Moss Rose, the 260 guinea calf at Gobham,
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made 245 guineas, after a fine contest between Mr. Robarts and Mr.

E. L. Betts, the buyer. The fight for the dashing Bates Bull, Fourth

Duke of Thorndale, was short, sharp, and decisive between Captain

Gunter and Lord Exeter's agent, the Captain putting him up at 200

guineas, and shooting his opponent 40 guineas at a time till 400

guineas was reached, when the latter came again with his ' and ten,'

and secured the American roan for Burleigh. He earned 250 guineas

during his first season in England."

This was, I believe, the first time a bull had been

imported from America to England. He was bred by Mr.

Thorne from his Tortworth purchases, and hence the

name.

The next sale called forth the above leading article in

the Times newspaper. It astonished not only London,

but the world. I have endeavoured to show how Mr. Bates

fulfilled all the conditions that the writer thought essential

to produce such animals—talent, education, industry, and

the devotion of his time and fortune to the pursuit. The

following account is from the Illustrated London Neivs, a

paper which seldom appears without a mention of the

Bates blood :

—

THE LATE LORD FEVERSHxVM.

[I consider it due to his memory that the following

should appear in this history :

—

" Short-horns had no more devoted lover than the late Loixl

Feversham. He kept a large herd of them at Buncombe Park, and

from a dozen to a score at Oak Hill, near Barnet, to amuse his town

leisure. Whenever there was a great sale he was to be seen ^vith his

umbrella under his arm. When Parliament was up and he got home

again to Yorkshire, he would often walk right across the park to the

caK-house to see the new arrivals before he set foot inside his door.

His father kept Devons up to 1818, but they did not answer, and he

therefore laid himself in with short-horns at the Barmpton and
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Mason's sales. Old Hannah, the little cow-woman, was a wonder in

those days, no one couli manage the refractory bulls as she could
;

and it was a grand treat to sit down in the lodge and draw her out,

when she had become old, about her deep love for ' Young Grazier

and the cows of her buxom womanhood, fine roomy yans,' as she

always put it. The late Lord was a purchaser both at Kirklevington

and Tortworth. He was a Bates man to the very core ; and he pre-

sided at the Willis's Rooms sale of the Duchesses. He very much

improved the milking quality of his tribes with First and Second

Cleveland Lad, and at Tortworth he gave 300 guineas for Fifth Duke

of Oxford, then a six months calf, and 120 guineas for his half-brother,

Gloucester. The former won the first Royal aged-bull prize, thanks

to his fine handling, at Chester ; and Gloucester won a head prize at

Paris. His Lordship had acted both as president of the Royal

Agricultural Society and of the Smithfield Club ; and, in a less con-

spicuous way, he may very well be ranked with the Duke of

Richmond and Earl Spencer."]

" Willis's Rooms have been put to many and multifarious

uses. Pictures, virtu, and china, have all made fabulous prices

in them ; but ' the intelligent foreigner,' if he does not happen

to be a short-horn man, will be sorely puzzled whenhe hears

that, on June 7th, Mr. Strafford will sell there a number of

Grand Duchesses and Grand Dukes. Frenchmen may become

puzzled about ' Sir Strafford,' and confound him with the whilom

Sir Sti'aSbrd Canning, or falling back upon their original idea of our

wife-selling propensities, conclude that the Grand Dukes, deterred

by a more civilized code from getting rid of their spouses on the

Continent, have come over in the height of the fashionable season, to

do it under the shadow of our English laws and customs. Happily,

no foreijin states will be bereft of their ' old nobility,' male or female,

by the step ; but the Dawpool herd will be simply dispersed. The

executors reserve to themselves the right of selling the stock in one,

two, or more lots. With the exception of Imperial Oxford (18084)

the entire herd is descended fi'om the Eates-bred Duchess 51st. A
perfect bridal lunch greeted the congress of about 120 leading short-

horn men—pens, M.P.'s ,clergymen, and laymen—who attended to see
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the gi'eat battle at Willis's Rooms, over the eighteen Grand Dukes and

Duchesses. Lord Feversham was in the chair, supported by General

Hood (who came, like several other members of council, direct from

Hanover Square), and the Bates men made up a most imposing array;

while Mr. Torr and Mr. Thos. Booth were at the head of the great rival

house of ' the red, white, and roan.' As soon as lunch was over, and

the noble chairman had given the usual loyal toasts, Mr. Strafford

responded to his own health in the most practical way, by shutting

the windows to get rid of the street roar, mounting a table, and

proceeding to business, and, we may add, without repeating the new

sale creed, which, by the bye, seems most searching, and nearly a foot

long. The herd were at Dawpool, where they have had some crowded

levees for several days past. It was their late owner's Avish that they

should be sold in one lot. and it was understood that the Hon. Col.

Pennant, M.P., had made an offer of £6,000 for the twelve females.

Aided by Mr. Drewry, agent to the Duke of Devonshire, who was

said to be bidding on behalf of an eminent city merchant somewhat

anxious to begin a herd, and Captain Oliver, who was in at 1800, the

biddings fairly flew for the first lot ; but Mr. Betts' agent was always

there, and it fell to him for 1,900 gs. The second lot followed suit

at 1300 gs. ; and then the opposition made another rally, but at

1800 gs. Mr. Betts covered them again, and when it was seen that he

was so determined, no one would bid against him for the fourth, and

his 1200 guinea bid remained i;nchallenged. Their new owner was

sent merrily along for Impei'ial Oxford up to 450 gs.,"^and then Grand

Duke 6th (130 gs., Mr. Bland), Grand Duke 13th (310 gs., Mr. T.

Walker, of Buswell Hall, near Coventry), and Grand Duke 10th

(600 gs., Duke of Devonshire). The waiters, whose ideas did not go

beyond milch cows standing among ginger-beer bottles in the Mall,

stared with amazement again ; and the trainer of the Duchesses was

so delighted at the last price that he rose and asked the auctioneer,

•' liow much for the depreciation in short-horn prices ?
' an allusion

which was caught np and highly relished. Grand Duke 9th and

Grand Duke 15th were confessedly rheumatic ; but Captain Gunter

gave 100 gs. for one, and the other, which is said to be a hopeless

case, was left unsold."

x3
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SALE OF MARQUIS OF EXETER's HERD, MARCH 14tH, 1867.

" The weather prophets have shared the usual fate of the racmg

ones, and have been 'floored to a man' over this fitful March

weather, which has nearly stopped hunting and ploughing everywhere.

However, neither snow nor cold damped the ardour of the ' short-horn

parliament men,' when they met on March 14th, 1867, at the

Marquis of Exeter's home farm, with Mr. Strafford as ' Mr. Speaker.'

The ' Burleigh nods ' from the Commissioners of Lord Penrhyn and

Captain Gunter had a tremendous ten guinea significance, when that

' humble, but meritorious, occupant of our pastures ' (as an M,P.

recently observed to the House), Fourth Duke of Thorndale (17750)

was led into the ring. This rare eight-year old bull was imported

from America, in 1861, and sold to Mr. Hales, of North Frith, in

Kent, who re-sold him, the following year, to the late Marquis of

Exeter, for 410 guineas. He is still very fresh and active, and one

of the very best bred Bates bulls in the world. His sire, Duke of

Gloucester (11382) was knocked down for 650 guineas, at the

Tortworth sale, and his dam, Duchess 66th, for 700 guineas. The

latter is also the dam of Captain Gunter's Duchess 70th, another

310 guinea purchase on that eventful day. Fourteen years had not

taken the fire out of the Captain's bids, and the bull went to

Wetherby Grange at 440 guineas, or a 30 guineas on the late Marquis's

purchase-money. This is another illustration of the saying that

* really good blood will always pay.' Such a figure for ' The Fourth

Duke ' is a rare omen for ' May morning ' (new style) near Maidstone.

The biddings at Burghley, on behalf of Lord Penrhyn, arose from

his lordship's wish to have a worthy successor to his celebrated prize

bull Duke of Geneva (19614), who died at Penrhyn Castle home

farm, on the 26th February, 1867, from a tumour, which, for five or

six weeks, had been perceptibly closing his gullet. He was just

seven years and ten days old, and was by Second Grand Duke (12961)

from Duchess 71st. His price, on his arrival from America, was

600 gumeas."

THE PRESTON HALL SALE OF SHORT-HORNS, MAY IST, 1867.

" The breeders of short-horns, and especially the admirers of

the Bates blood, euioyed a rare treat when the magnificent herd of
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Mr. Edward Ladd Betts, Aylesford, Kent (comprising sixty-two

animals—fifty-two females, and ten males), was brought to the

hammer by Mr. Strafford. The Preston Hall sale adds a fresh page

to the history of the Bates short-horns, which will be frequently

referred to ^vith just enthusiasm as a proof that, despite the difficul-

ties attending high breeding, and notAvithstanding the extending

distribution of the best blood, short-horns, when bred loith judgment,

will still maintain their price. We believe that the Kentish sale,

taking into account the number sold, presents the highest average

yet realised—viz., a total of £11,187 5s. or £180 8s. 9|d. per head.

This surprising result is mainly, of course, attributable to the presence

of the Grand Duchesses, whose remarkable history stands out as a

proof of the value of purity of blood.

" The grand heifer selected by Mr. Bates at Colling's sale with

such unerring judgment has indeed proved the mother, not 'of a

race of Queens,' but of Duchesses and Grand Duchesses, unequalled

for aristocratic character and fine breeding. Long may they flourish,

and may their present owners bring to bear upon their future develop-

ment as much judgment as those who have hitherto possessed them.

The Grand Duchesses result from Duchess 51st, purchased for 50 gs.

at the Kirklevington sale in 1850, by Mr. Bolden, who, after a period

of ten years, parted with the thirteen animals comprising the family

to Mr. Hegan, of Dawpool, Cheshire, for the round sum of 5000

guineas. At his death, seventeen animals were disposed of at Willis's

Rooms for 8000 gs.—eleven females and a bull going to Preston

Hall, at an average of £512 or thereabouts ; and it cannot be doubted

that a large portion of the numerous company, who flocked round

the ring, were attracted by curiosity to see if animals so costly could

maintain their price. Their most ardent admirers must have been

satisfied, taking into account all the circumstances of the sale. Be

it remembered also that two females were lost, that Duchess 8th was

a doubtful breeder, and that the most promising bull-calf. Grand

Duke 16th, perfectly well on Friday night, was found dead in his stall

on the Saturday morning from Hoven ; a most unfortunate loss, as

the 500 gs., which he most certainly must have made, would have

raised the average from £142 17s. 34d. to over £500. Many, uo
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doubt, were divawn to the sale by a belief, -whicli the result has justi-

fied, that it would be the last opportunity of seeing the family intact.

A glance at the subjoined tables will show how they are distributed.

The ball was opened by a bid cf 100 guineas for Grand Duchess 5th,

a truly grand cow, nine years old, which had bred two calves since

her residence in Kent, and whose offspring, Grand Duke 5th, was

sold when fourteen days old, for 500 guiaeas. She was served by

Lord Oxford 2ud (20215), and fell to Mr Drury, for the Duke

of Devonshire, at 200 guineas. Grand Duchess 8th, another

rich red— a year younger—which had recently calved, was evi-

dently much admired and highly esteemed. Opening at 200

guineas she rapidly rose by fifties and hundreds to the respectable

total of 550 guineas, at which last quotation the fortunate man was

Lord Penrhyn, Avho, I believe, purchased her calf at Willis's Rooms

for 500 guineas, and his affection for the dam spoke well for the pro-

gress of the youngster.

" Grand Duchess 9th, a red roan, by Grand Duke 3rd, (16182),

the mother of two splendid heifers, to be described anon, had unfortu-

nately lost her calf, and being only bulled a few days, was the victim

of some uncertainty, and accordingly was run down for the com-

paratively small sum of 210 guineas. She was a very splendid

animal, compact and lengthy, with a beautiful head.

*' Grand Duchess 1 1th, another roan, own sister to the last, and

a year younger, a sis-year-old, and newly calved. The biddings for

her were simply 200, 400 guineas. The buyer was Lord Spencer,

whose name elicited a hearty cheer round the ring. She was quite

a treat to look at, and would repay a careful examination.

" Grand Duchess 15th, a four-years-old, which had never had a

calf, with a steery head and thick horn, was more than a doubtful

breeder, and accordingly was a slow sale at 80 guineas.

" Grand Duchess 17th, red and white, two and a half years old,

and just calved, and as far as memory serves, was the highest price

ever made for a female at a public auction. She was by Imperial

Oxford, out of the 10th Grand Duchess ; she had all the makeness

of a good one, with long characteristic hind quarters, and splended

ouch. It was evident from the first bid that she would not be given
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away. 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 guineas were announced in quick

succession, amidst prolonged cheers, and then the glass ran ; and,

more slowly, 750, 800, and finally 850 guineas was debited to Capt.

Oliver, whose pluck or necessities wei'e in this case greater than Lord

Spencer, the noble duke, and others. Such a scene brought to mind

the disposal of the Duchesses at the far-famed Tortworfch sale, when

ten animals averaged £442 Is., the closeness of the two results being

remarkable. Gi-and Duchess 18th, calved on the same day as the

last, and out of Grand Duchess 9th, was of a less fashionable colour,

and not so level a cow, but forward in calf. She fell to the same

bidder, after a spirited contest, for 710 guineas, so that the pair

realised the fabulous total of £1,638.

" Grand Duchess 19th, by Imperial Oxford, a red yearling, very

large, very straight, with remarkably good loins, and altogether a

thick-fleshed animal, was duly appreciated, and after another spirited

fire, was dropped at 700 guineas to Mr. Dawson, of Weston Hall,

Yorkshire.

" The most amusing feature of the sale was when Grand

Duchess 20th, a calf under eight weeks old, was turned loose in the

ring—a baby, though it must be confessed a very sweet and promising

one ; and whilst it frolicked in happy ignorance, was the subject of

biddings of fifties and hundreds. Roars of laughter hailed the advent

of each successive bid, it seeming absurd to the outsiders ; but all

things have an end, and so at last the glass ran down at 430 guineas,

and Lord Spencer's name was again^hailed with applause.

*•' Grand Duchess 21st, the last, a red calf five days younger, not

to be compared, however, though straight and promising, was secured

by Mr. Mcintosh for 330 guineas, the ten females averaging £468 2s.

each.

" Owing to the loss already alluded to, only three males appeared.

Of these Grand Duke 4th (19874), six years old, was bought by Lord

Spencer for 210 guineas. He was the joint property of Mr. Betts

and Mr. ISIcIntosh, and had been principally used by the latter.

" Grand Duke 16th, out of Grand Duchess 8th, a rich red, imder

two years, with immense length of body, was put up at 300 guineas,
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and rapidly reached 510 guineas, at which sum he was handed over

to Mr. Robarts.

" Lastly, Grand Duke 17th, a rich roan, by Second Duke of

Wharfdale, and a grandson of Grand Duchess 9th, with rather low

shoulders, long carcase, and great hind-quarters, reached by some-

what slow degrees the respectable sum of 305 guineas, bid by Mr.

Brogden. The three bulls thus made a total of £1076 15s., or £358

15s. each, the average of the thirteen, as before stated, being £442

17s. 3d. All, whether followers of Bates or Booth, must or should

rejoice at such splendid results ; and if it be permitted, for the

departed to be cognizant of mundane aflfairs, then must the spirit of

the founder of the Grand Duchess and the Cambridge Rose tribes*

have surveyed the scene with considerable satisfaction. Scarcely

less successful were the ten descendants of Cambridge Rose 6th,

bought by the late Harvey Coombe, Esq., at the Kirklevington sale,

the two older cows. Moss Rose and Red Rose, being by Marmaduke

(14897), the remainder by 4th Duke of Thorndale (17750), and Grand

Duke 4th (19874); thus securing a combination of the Cambridge

Rose and Duchess blood, resulting in some very showy level cows.

Thorndale Rose fell to Mr. Adams, of blood manure celebrity,

which caused some merriment. Generally rich reds and roans, they

had sweet breedy heads, with a deal of substance and good quality.

GRAND DUCHESS TRIBE.

£ s. £ s.

Grand Duchess 5th...Duke of Devonshu-e 210

Do. 8th...Lord Penrhyn 575 10

Do. 9th.. .Mr. F. Leeney, Kent 220 10

Do. 11th.. .Earl Spencer 420

Do. 15th...Mr. Miller, Carmarthen 84

Do. 17th. ..Capt. Oliver, Northampton.. 892 10

Do. 18th... do. ... 745 10

Do. 19th ..Mr. Dawson, York 735

Do. 20th ..Earl Spencer 451 10

Do. 21st ...Mr. Mcintosh .. 346 10

Grand Duke 4th... Earl Spencer 220 10

Do. 16th...Mr. Robarts, Bucks 535 10

Do. 17th.. .Mr. Brogden, Cumberland 320 5

5757 5
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CAMBRIDGE ROSE TRIBE.

£ s. £ a.

MossEose Mr. Davies, Cheshire 24110

Eed Rose Mr. C. Leeney 346 10

Thorndale Rose Mr. Adams, Fenchurch-st.. 372 15

Eed Rose 2ud Mr. J. J. Stone, Monmouth 86 2

Do. 3rd Mr. C. Leeney 157 10

Do, 4th Mr. Brogden 252

Moss Rose 2nd Mr. Forster, Cumberland... 168

Thorndale Rose 2nd ...Lord Braybrook 210

Cambridge Duke 2nd ...Mr. C. Leeney 220 10

Eoyal Cambridge 2nd, ..Mr. Mace, Gloucestershire,. 94 10

2149 7

Total.., 7906 12

SALE OP SHORT-HORNS AT HAVERING PARK.

" The sale of Mr. Mcintosh's herd was quite as great a success

as that at Preston Hall. It is true, there lacked the extraordinary

interest attending the distribution of the Duchess tribe ; but a very

business-like company assembled, and expressed great satisfaction at

the general excellence of the stock, and the fine healthy condition

in which they were shown. Mr. Mcintosh has been a close follower

of Mr. Bates, to whose advice in early life, he owes, in some measure,

his choice of originals, and, looking at the general quality of the

herd and the very high average reached, it is evident good judgment

has been exercised. The most prominent families disposed oflF were

the Oxford and Waterloo, Third Duke of Thorndale (17749), and

Fourth Grand Duke (19874), had been largely used for some years,

and both had done good services. The calves by the 4th Grand Duke

were a credit to him, and he might have realised a higher figure had he

been sold here, in the midst of his offspring, instead of at Preston Hall.

There were only four specimens of the Lady Oxford blood, from the

American cow. Lady Oxford 4th, As regards the biddings for the

first of these. Lady Oxford 5th, she was put up at 300 guineas, and

attainted her 600 guineas, at twenty-seven bids, the last of which

was a 25 guinea one. She was by 3rd Duke of Thorndale, and was

the winner in the calf-class at ^Yorcester, Avaa a splendid roan, very
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level, with great substance and quality. The last bid of 25 guineas

was by the Duke of Devonshire. Lady Oxford 6th, her younger

sister, was put in at a reserve of lOCO guineas, Mr. Mcintosh having

claimed that privilege, and remained with the Grand Duchess calf,

purchased at Preston Hall, to commence another herd. Baron

Oxford, a two-year old, by Duke of Geneva (19G14), had evidently

been fixed upon by more than one, and waa bought by Col. Towneley,

for 500 guineas ; his half-brother, by Grand Duke 4:th, not a year

old, was a very taking animal, and opinion varied as to which was

best ; he went to Dumbletou, at the ::ame figure. The three animals

sold reached the enormous average of £560. It should be mentioned,

in reference to the Preston Hall sale, that Lord Oxford 2nd, a very

grand bull of tliis blood, imported from America, was kept back on

account of lameness, or the bull averages would have been materially

increased. The Waterloo tribe was well represented, and found

ready admirers, the eight females and one bull, averaging £122 12s.

•id. Never, perhaps, were such important sales held at a more un-

favourable time, during the time of the cattle plague, yet, the residt

of pluck and judgment has been a higher total than has been

hitherto reached."

LADY OXFORD TRIBE.

£ s. £ s.

Lady Oxford 5th ...Duke of Devonshire 630

Baron Oxford Col. Towneley 525

Baron Oxford 2nd...Mr. E. HoUand, M.P 525
16S0

WATERLOO TRIBE.

Waterloo 24th Mr. Z. Walker 110 5

Wellingtonia Mr. Davies 126

Do. 2ud ...Duke of Devonshire 16S

Do. 3rd ...Mr. Maskell, Yorkshii-e 58 16

Do. 4th ...Mr. Startoris 115 10

Do. 5th ...Mr. Whitworth, Derby.... 147

Do. 6th ... do. 131 5

Do. 7th ...Lord Penrhyn 126

Wellington 4th Mr. Kettley ... 120 15
1103 11

total £2?S3 11
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Our amusing friend Punch had his attention called

to the short-horns by his ever watchful would-be Bulldog

Toby, and on the 2nd November, 1867, came out with the

following report of the sale at AVindsor :

—

THE GOLDEN SHORT-HORI>S.

Mr. Strafford raised his time-glass, and Thornton held the pen,

When to a Windsor coffee-room flocked scores of short-horn men.

They crowded round the table, they fairly blocked the door ;

—

He stood Champagne did Sheldon, of Geneva, Illinois.

They talked of Oxford heifers, Duchess bulls, and how the States

Had come into the market with another ' Bit of Bates.'

Their expression is so solemn, and so earnest is their tone.

That nought would seem worth living for but 'red and white and roau.'

All ready for the contest, I view a dauntless three

—

The Mcintosh from Essex, a canny chiel is he.

There's Leeney from the hop yards ; 'twill be strange if he knocks

under.

When once the chords are wakened of that Kentish ' Son of Thunder.'

The Talleyrand of ' trainers' is their 'cute but modest foe.

Him whom the gods call ' Culshaw,' and men on earth call
"' Joe.'

And sure, it well might puzzle ' the Gentleman in Black,'

When the three nod on ' by fifties,' to know which you shall back.

And sure, the laws of nature must have burst each ancient bound,

When a yearling heifer fetches more than seven hundred pound !

Bulls bring their weight in bullion, and I guess we'll hear of more,

Arriving from the pastures of Geneva, Illinois.

SALE OF DUCHESSES AND OXFORDS, BELONGING TO MR.

SHELDON, OCTOBER 19tH, 1867.

" The three Duchesses and six Oxford short-horns, two bulls and

seven females, which arrived from America, and did quarantine in the

' Nestor,' were on view at the Shaw Farm ; but the biddings for them

were conducted at the Castle Hotel. The coffee-room was full of
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' familiar ahort-hom faces ;' and George Fordham the jockey, must

have wondered what was up when pedigree allusions were made to

* Duchess of Fordham,' own sister to Captain Guuter's ' Duchess

70th.' Mr. Leeney, of Kent, was the chief bidder, and did it with an

emphasis and courage which added great zest to the proceedings. Mr.

Mcintosh was also highly pugnacious, in the best sense of the word
;

he led off with the 3rd Duke of Geneva (550) and his remorseless

' and ten,' for nearly all the other lots fell like sweet music on every

ear but Mr. Leeney's and Mr. Culshaw's. Mr. Sheldon's agent had a

600 guinea reserve bid on 7th Duchess of Geneva, but he did not

exercise it, as a spirited rally between Kent and Essex made her Mr.

Leney's at 700 guineas. 4th Maid of Oxford (Mr. Leeney, 300 guineas)

5th Maid of Oxford (Mr. Downing, 200 guineas), and Countess of

Oxford (Colonel Kingscote, 250 guineas) followed; and then Mr.

Culshaw, took 6th Maid of Oxford (400 guineas), and 8th Lady of

Oxford (450 guineas) for the new Towneley herd. 7th Maid of Ox-

ford (260 guineas) completed the Leeney trio ; and then Mr. E. Thome,

of America, gave 185 guineas for 12th Duke of Thorndale (a bull

bred by his brother, and looking very much out of sorts after his

passage), * rather than see him go under his value.' It was said that

600 guineas had been refused for the 3rd Duke of Geneva in

America. The nine averaged £384 8s. 4d., and set the seal on a veiy

unique and successful day. People differ in opinion as to whether

the American lots would have made most under the greenwood or

round the mahogany tree. * The sea-sick bull' should almost be

excluded from the average ; and as, owing to their being so young

(two of them were under sixteen months), only one of the seven

heifers could be put down as * safe in caK,' and four of the other had

to date their 3rd Duke of Geneva hopes from September 23rd, or

October 2nd, the average of £408 3s. 9d. for eight, was a large one.

Much of it was owing to Mr. Leeney's Kentish spirit, as he bad well

for every lot. He is a good bidder for a sale, but not for himself, as

his dashing, defiant style rouses men with long purses and less

decision. This style of bidding does better in a room than in a ring,

where antagonists are not within ear-shot and do not get their mettle

put up so effectually ; and therefore Mr. Sheldon, perhaps lost
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nothing by the adjournment from the Shaw Farm to the Castle Inn.

Onething was certain, the ringwas too large and the room too small, but

still large enough for those fewwho meant business. The year 1867 was

an annus mirahilis in short-horn history. Mr. Betts had the largest

average on record ; £180 19s. for sixty-three, and £116 12s. 6d. for

fifty-seven at Mr. Mcintosh's. The price of Grand Duchess 17th

(850 guineas) was the largest ever given for a female at a public sale.

Grand Duchess 18th (710 guineas), Grand Duchess 19th (700 guineas)

7th Duchess of Geneva (700 guineas), Lady Oxford 5th (600 guineas),

and Grand Duchess 8th (550 guineas), which made an average of

£719 5s. for half-a-dozen. The highest bull price has been 550

guineas for 3rd Duke of Geneva, and four bulls averaged £540 15a.

I fear I have omitted to mention Mr. Atherton in

connection with the Kirklevington herd. His farm and

stock are very fully described by Mr. Dixon (page 376),

and I venture to extract from his work. Mr. Ather-

ton's farm, Chapel House, lies five miles from Liverpool.

It has been originally a rabbit warren, but " Time works

wonders," and in 1857 three societies awarded Mr. Atherton

a prize for the best cultivated farm, and almost innumer-

able prizes and cups for crops of various kinds. His great

short-horn sale was in July, 1862. Thi-ee Grand Dukes

made £750 15s., the 7th by the 3rd from Grand Duchess

the 4th, going at 320 guineas to Captain Oliver, and the

3rd at 195 guineas to his neighbour Mr. Robarts. Six

CheiTy Duchesses made £696 3s., and of these Cherry

Duchess the 7th (205 guineas) went to Lord Penrh}Ti.'^

* Mr. Atherton has both bred largely and had several short-

horns of much value through his hands. The brothers Kobert and

Thomas Bell, who had left Kirklevington after the great sale, came to

reside in his neighbourhood, and gave him the first start with pure

blood. A lot of heifers, with Marquis of Speke (13307), and then

Cherry Duke 2ud (which he got from Mr. Bolden) to serve them,

brought the herd to 50 strong, and these were sold in March '58 for
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In writing of the Duke of Devonshire's herd at

Holker, Mr, Dixon says :

—

" The Cozies aud the Noiisuchs were given up and the Grand

Duchess {]), Oxford (8), Wildeyes (7), Blanche (8), Earrington (2)

Gwynne (1), Oxford Rose (3), Cleopatra (2), and Waterloo (1), were al

represented. Eighteenth Duke of Oxford Avas the last hope of the

calf-house, and Lady Oxford the 5th (the COO guinea Eoyal ^Vor

cester calf) was on the eve of calving her fourth Baron Oxfo rd to'

that grand old Duchess bull, 7th Duke of York.

" Two of her calves were sold for 500gs. each at Mr. Mcintosh's

sale, and the other for SoOgs. to Lord Kenlis, at Killhow. Countess

of Barrington 4th somewhat reminds us of Duchess 77th, and has a

son by Tenth Grand Duke at her side. The light roan is Blanche

3i'd, grand-daughter of old Sylph ; and a broken horn marks Seventh

Grand Duchess of Oxford, who also rejoices in a beautiful-haired

daughter, the 12th of that line. Lady Oxford 5th is the queen of

nearly £33 a piece. Cherry Duke 2nd headed the bulls, and was

bought by Mr. George Shepherd's son, a mere boy, for 205 guineas
;

he did good service at Shethin, and went thence to Rossie Priory,

Inchtui'e. Mr. Atherton's second start was with Gwynnes from Mr.

Caddy, and Wildeyes from Messrs. Barthropp and Crisp ; these were

augmented by the Springfield Duchess, Cherry and Finella purchases.

Czarovitz (17654) was bought from Knowlmere Manox\ Moss Rose

(which he successfully exhibited) and another heifer or two came

fi'om Wetherby, and with them the Duke of Wetheiby (17753), the

first-born of Duchess 77th, on hire. After a short season with him

a second sale took place in '63, the 51 averaging £67 5s. 8d. Since

then Mr. Atherton has never lacked a good animal. In '64 he

bought Mr. Mark Stewart's two heifers of the Cherry tribe, and one

of them, Southwick Cherry Flower, illustrates the 18th volume of the

Herd Book. He also bought some of the Kirkleviugtons, which he

has recently sold at a large profit to Mr. Pavin Davies. The American

bull Lord Oxford 2nd (20215) was purchased by him soon after

landing in '62
; after nearly four years' use he was exchanged for

Imperial Oxford (18084), who died in a short time, and was

replaced by Thirteenth Duke of Oxford (21604) (bred at Holker),

from Killhow. The latter was sold with some heifers to Mr. Edgar

Musgrove,
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the field, fit to found a world of short-horns for substance and true

character. Oxford Rose 2nd, by Grand Duke 4th from Rose of Raby

makes a nice pair with Oxford Rose, by Baron Oxford. Old white

Dustie has no heifer to perpetuate her line, and Morning Star is the

last dying bequest of Lord Oxford. Fifth Grand Duchess of Oxford

is a Vv'onderf Lii milk and butter cow. From her we pass thi'ough the

park to the home of Tenth Grand Duke, who is mourning the loss of

Mr. Davies' Moss Rose (who bore him Royal Chester), and we bid

him be of good cheer, as he puts forth his beautiful head to greet \is,

and walks most vigorously the whole length of his paddock into his

.shed for further recognition at Mr. Drewry's hands. Third Grand

Duchess of Oxford was up feeding, and Mr. Fawcett's Eliza 10th and

Lady Butterfly's Duchess were in quarantine in a paddock."

I here notice Mr. Boldeii and his herd at Springfield,

in Lancashire. jVIi*. Dixon says :

—

'• Grand Duke 3rd by 2ud Duke of Bolton (by Grand Duke from

Florence, a daughter of Mr. Richard Booth's Fame) was in residence

at Springfiield Hall, near Lancaster, when we first went there in '59,

and so was Pi'ince Imperial, that son of 2nd Grand Duke and Bride-

cake a daughter of Bridget, to whom the Grand Duchesses also owe

their Booth cross. He was thick through the breast, and with well

laid shoulders, and though not with quite the grandeur of some of

our best bulls, a touch must be dead or saucy that did not own him

mellow. We found the footsteps of Fame in the Fenella family

which sprang from her daughter Fay crossed with Grand Duke.

Mr. Bolden's brother purchased Mussulman, a son of Old Cherry, to

take to Australia, for 150 guineas. Mr. Bolden liked the sort, and

had Cherry Duchess by Grand Duke from a Cherry cow which he

purchased at Mr. Lax's sale. Her son 8nd Cherry Duke was sold to

Mr. Shepherd of Shethin. Mr. Bolden also had the Waterloo tribe,

on which Mr. Bates set very great store.

" Mr. Bolden inherited his taste for short-horns from his father,

who, like Mr. John Colling of White-house, and Mr. Lax of Ravens-

worth, caught his inspiration from the brothers Colling. He died in

1855, at Hyning, near Lancaster. No man was fuller of short-horn lore

intermixed with the quaint sayings and doinga of the old Durham
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and Yorkshire worthies. He kept a herd for many years, always

sticking to the old-fashioned, roomy, heavy-fieshed cows ; and hired

Leonidas, Leander, and Royal Buck, and other bulls, from the Booths,

in days when a man who gave only sixty guineas for a season was

considered quite an intrepid character, and when Warlaby females

could be had for money.

" Four of these then ' Veiled Prophetesses,' Fame, Rachel,

Bridget, and Vivacity, were purchased by Mr. Bolden, soon after he

commenced breeding, in 1849 ; and along with cows of the Duchess,

Cambridge Rose, and Waterloo tribes, from Kirklevington ; the

Cherry tribe from Colonel Cradock, and the descendants of No. 25

at the Chilton sale, they gradually formed the herd.*

* Duchess 64th, the dam of Second Grand Duke, Mr. Bates did

not live to see, and she was the youngest of eight which stood up

before Mr. Strafford. Her dam. Duchess ooth, had been a very

Barbelle in the herd world, as three of her produce were sold for

2,300 guineas, and she was both the dam and the grandam of a

thousand-guinea bull. Mr. Bolden bought the first of the Kirkleving-

ton eight, to wit Duchess 51st, dam of the Fourth Duke of York, for

whom Lord Ducie gave 200 gs. at the same sale, and sold, after three

years' use, to the Americans for 500 gs. The salt water was fatal to

him, as he broke his neck in a storm ; but the change from the banks

of the stately Tees to ' the gently curving lines of creamy spray,' that

wash the Red Bank Farm, redeemed his dam from the curse of

barrenness, which had sunk her to 60 gs.

She bred three heifer-calves, the first of which, by Leonidas,

died in the birth, and the others were ushered into the yard at Spring-

field for us, in the shape of two roan cows, Grand Duchess and Grand

Duchess 2nd, by Grand Duke. A noble pair they were. The eldest was

a beautiful specimen of a 'toucher, silky hair on a nice elastic hide,

with that peculiarly dainty cellular tissue between the hide and flesh.

The head, too, had all the most favourable characteristics of the tribe,

slightly dished in the forehead, with a prominent nostril, and a great

general sweetness of expression. They were also well down in the

twist, and great milkers, combined with heavy flesh. Grand Duchess

2nd bore a strong family likeness to her sister, but she had more

substance and gaity of carriage; and she held up her head, as if right

conscious of her lineage.
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Three of the heifers were red with a few patches of white, and

it was curious to notice in their marks the exact resemblance to that

original Duchess colour. Coates's Herd Book has preserved to us

her picture, as she feeds on the Tyneside, with Halton Castle in the

distance. The white patch on the flanks and crop, the star on the fore-

head, and the gay little beauty-spot just above the muzzle, are all

there. There was no break in the " red and white" succession till

Duchess 19th was crossed with Belvedere of the *' White bull," or

the Princess family, and two roan heifers were the produce. A
double cross of Belvedere brought the colour to white for the first

time in Duchess 5Uth from Duchess 38th, by the Duke of Northum-

berland, from the first roan, Duchess 33rd.

Cambridge Eose 5th, by 2nd Cleveland Lad, was five years old

at the Kirklevington sale, when Mr. Bolden, senior, bought her, and

with the exception of Cambridge Rose 6th, who was kept as a

memento at Cobham, and Cambridge Rose 7th, which was purchased

by Mr. Downes (and died in '67), and from him by Mr. Bolden for

70 guineas, the next autumn, there were then no more descendants

in the land of the celebrated Hustler's Red Rose. Cobham proved

the value of this blood by the biddings for the gay old cow, and her

Marmaduke calf, Moss Rose. The 1st and 2nd Dukes of Cambridge

alone represent Cambridge Rose 7th, and as she persisted in breeding

nothing but bulls, the tribe was lost to Springfield at her death.

When Mr. Bolden had got home old Duchess 51st, and compared

her with some other very good short-horns on his farm, he became so

convinced of the goodness of the Bates blood that he determined to

make his stand on it. His first move was to purchase Grand Duke

for 205 gs., the same price that Mr. Hay gave for him. At the time

he bought him he and his father had several cows almost useless,

after having been served repeatedly by idle bulls ; but with him and

successive Duchess bulls, the fertility (which Mr. Bates attributed,

in the case of the Duchesses, to the cross with Belvedere) gradually

returned. The same was observable in other herds where Duchess

bulls were introduced, and Earl Ducie did not conceal his opinion

that his was saved by the use of them. Grand Duke was four years

old when he came, and he departed for America two years after ; and

whether, in addition to the Dukes of Cambridge, we look at May

Duke and Grand Turk (the sire of Great Mogul), from Booth cows
;

and two Cherry Dukes from the Cherry tribe, all of which have been

sold and resold at high figures, Mr. Bolden stands as a bull breeder

second to none.
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Grand Duke 2nd, by 4th Duke of York, ironi Duchess 64th,

who was calved at Mr. Bolden's, had rather more white on him than

Grand Duke, and was only two years old when he followed him, in

November, 1855, to the ISTew World. He had not quite the bold

look of Grand Duke, and although it would seem to be the perfection

of a short-horn to read good nature in his face, the Americans always

thought that he looked too placid. Unlike the gentleman who

described himself as having been absolutely unable to close his eyes

from emotion, the live-long night after his unexpected ''Vision of

Fair Women," in the shape of Queen Mab, Nectarine Blossom, and

Queen of the May, a recent visitor to Thorndale does not seem to

have been the least stirred up by treading such classic soil, or much

struck with anything beyond Grand Turk weighing 2,8001b3. He tells

us, however, how he found him in company with 2nd Grand Duke and

Neptune of the Booth blood ; and how he calculates that Duchess

6-ith and 66th, Oxford 5th, 6th and 13th, and Bloom, Frederica,

Lalla Rookh, Buttercup 2nd, Miss Butterfly, and Pearlette would be

alongside them. Such an American Congress Vv'ould be worth all the

sea-sickness and all the expense to see. Duchess 64th (600 guineas),

which was generally considered the best of the eight Duchesses that

were sold at Tortworth, died after some years in America, along with

Duchess 59th (350 guineas) ; and Duchess 66th (700 guineas), that

" brand plucked from the fire" (as Earl Ducie termed her, when the

news was carried to his dressing room one morning that a calf had at

last been found in Duchess 55th) was among the fifty-head which

Mr. Tnorne purchased after poor Mr. Becar's death for £7,000.

In 1854 Mr. Bolden sold seven bulls at an average of £59 8.s.,

one of them, Second Duke of Cambridge, for 100 gs. When Mr.

Bolden, sen., died, in 1855, his hei'd, with some of his sou's bulls,

were sold at Hyning, and the 28 head (including 1 1 bulls) realised

an average of £61 16s. 9d. Mr. Torr bought Gertrude (100 g3.),and

Lady Hopetoun (220 gs.), both of them Booth cow^. In 1857 Mr.

Bolden sold 14, at an average of £65 3s. 4d., at Mr. Strafford's farm,

at Du<lding Hill. This was followed, in 1860, by a sale at Spring-

field, whei'e 29 head averaged £87 17s. 6d. Of these a score were

Waterloos, and they a\ eraged £92 ISs. 3d. Sir Curtis Lampson gave

165 gs. for Waterloo 20th, and Mr. E. Bov/ley 130 gs. for the Water-

loo bull Charger. In 1862 the herd was sold to Mr. Atherton, who
who soon after parted with the Grand Duchesses (nine cows and four

bulls,) to Mr. Hegan, of Dawpool, by private contract, and sold off

the Cherries, the Fenellas (from Booth's Fame), and the Grand
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Duke bulls. Mr. Hegau paid £5,000 for his lot, and three cows

were barren. He died in 1865, and his herd was brought to the

hammer at Willis's Rooms."

PART XVII.

Portraits—Mr. Bates—Duchess, 1804—-Ketton—Belvedere—Pedi-

purees—Elvira—Duchess 34th—Duke of Northumberland ; sums
offered for him—Wetherby Herd and Duchesses—Duchess 77th

—

94th and Portrait—Pedigree—My own experience and taste

—

Scarborough Exhibition—Mr. Coclirane's purchases for Canada

—

Lord Dunmore—8th Duke of York—Pedigree—Purchases by
Myself and Friends—Loss of Cattle—My own Herd—Intended

Sale—Conclusion.

I may here say a few words on the portraits intro-

duced into this book. That of Mr. Bates was taken at

the request of an old and intimate friend, by Sir James

Ross, K.A., when Mr. Bates was about 55 years of age,

and the original has been kindly lent me by its present

owner, Neville Rolfe, Esq, In many respects it is a very

faithful likeness.

The Duchess of 1804, or, as she is often called, the

Daisy Cow, has been fully described by Mr. Bates. She

does not appear in the Herd Book. I need hardly repeat

she was by the Daisy Bull (186), d. by Favourite, 2nd d.

by Hubback, 3rd d. (the Stanwick cow) by James Brown's

Red Bull. Daisy Bull was by Favourite, d. by Punch,

2nd d. by Hubback,

x^
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Ketton the 1st I need not more full}^ describe. No

judge of short-horns who saw him ever forgot him. He

was by Favourite, d. Duchess of 1804.

I have not inserted the portrait of Belvedere, I

however here state his pedigree.

Belvedere, whose portrait appears in the 3rd vol.

of the Herd Book, 1836, page 21 (1706), yellow roan,

calved 6th April, 1826, bred by Mr. Stephenson, the

property of Mr. Bates, Kirklevington, near Yarm, hj

Waterloo (2816), dam (Angelina the 2nd) by Young W}ti-

yard (2850), 2nd d. Angelina by Phenomenon (491), 3rd d.

(Anne Boleyn) by Favourite (252), 4th d. (Princess) by

Favourite, 5th d. (bred Mr. R. Colling, and own sister to

his white bull) by Favourite, 6th d. by Hubback, 7th d. by

Snowdon's bull (612), the sire of Hubback, 8th d. hj

Mr. Masterman's bull (422), 9th d. by Mr. Harrison's bull

of Barmpton, bred by Mr. Wastell, of Burdon (669), (292)

9th d. was bought of Mr. Pickering (of Foxgall), near

Sedgefield.
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Elvira I notice as representing the Princess tribe.

1 append her portrait. The gi*andeur and style of this

race no doubt was impoited to the Duchess tribe by the

cross with Belvedere.

Princess (Herd Book, vol. I. 415) calved 1800, bred

by R. Colling, by Favourite, dam by Favourite.

Produce. Sire.

1803 Anne Boleyn Favourite.

1805 Elvira Phenomenon.

1806 Wynyard Ditto.

1809 NellGwynne Ditto.

1810 Peg Woffing-ton Wynyard.

1813 Pilot Ditto.

Elvira, (Herd Book, p. 292.)

1812 Helen Wynyard.

1819 Constitution ., Favourite (256)

1820 Elvirina Ditto.

Note by Geo. Coates—" Good, .sold to Mr, Jan«on, 96 guiueas."

Duchess 34th, by Belvedere

1 St dam Duchess 3 9th.

2nd dam „ 20th.

3rd dam „ 8th.

4th dam ... ... ...
^^ 2nd.

5th dam
,, 1st.

6th dam, by Favourite.

7th dam Duchess, 1804.

Her only exhibition for a prize was in 1842, when she

beat Necklace. She was at York in 1848, but not exhi-

bited for a prize. -....-. ..-. ;^ , . .
..
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The Duke op Northumberland, so named by Mr.

Bates, "to perpetuate the commemoration that is due to the

judgment and attention of the ancestors of the present

Duke of Northumberland, that this country and the world

are indebted for a tribe of cattle, which Mr. C. Colling

repeatedly assured me were the best he ever had or saw."

Much has been said about the sums refused by Mr. Bates

for the Duke of Northumberland. He often refused 1000

guineas. One morning a gentleman came to Kirklevington

and had breakfast. He then went with Mr. Bates and

myself to view the herd, and just as it was concluded I

was called awaj'. When I returned, not long after, the

gentleman had left. The cowman and the housekeeper

then came and told me what had passed with this

gentleman and Mr. Bates as they returned to the house.

They were present. The gentleman said, I have come to

buy the Duke of Northumberland, and am prepared to

give a good price. Will you take 1500 guineas'? Mr. Bates

smiled, and said no; the gentleman then said 2000 guineas,

still no was said. 2500, 3000, and 3500 were offered and

refused, and Mr. Bates smiled more and more. The

gentleman then said, I will give 4000 guineas. Mr. Bates

said no, and smiled still more. The gentleman then said,

will money buy him, and Mr. Bates said no. We joined

in expressing our regret, and perhaps our opinion of the

folly of not taking such a price, as Mr. Bates had bulls

of the same blood that he could use, and in fact he did

not then require to use the Duke of Northumberland.

The Duke of Northumberland gained the first prize

of £30, at Oxford, July 17th, 1839, as the best short-honi

bull ; beating, among other celebrated bulls, the bull
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RoderiGk Random, whfth had gained nine first prizes,

and was never before beaten. The Duke of Northumber-

land was also successful on every occasion that he was

exhibited : as a two-year old, he gained the highest prize

at the meeting of the Yorkshire Agricultural Scocity's

first show, at York, August 29th, 1838, and in September

of the same year, the highest prize vras awarded to him as

the best bull, of any age, at the Stockton and Cleveland

Agricultural Society's show at Stockton, and in October of

the same year, at Darlington, the highest prize was likewise

awarded to him as the best bull of any age. This bull's

own sister (Duchess 43rd), gained the prize of £10, as the

best short-horn j'ear old heifer^ at the Oxford meeting, as

well as prizes at Stockton and Darlington the same year.

The live weight of the Duke of Northumberland, July

1st (two days before starting for Oxford), was 180 stones

(14 lbs. to the stone) ; on arriving home, July 29th, 1839,

his weight was 152 stones, so that he lost 28 stones in

travelling 26 days, near one-sixth of his whole weight, thus

showing how mucli animals lose by travelling. At ten

months and at two years old, he considerably exceeded the

celebrated bull Comet in weight.'*'

Mr. Dixon in writing of the Wetherby lierd (page

282) says :—Mr. Cochrane's pair have a levee in their barn

* E. Bates infonns me that the regular loss of weight in fat

cattle, from Germany to England, is found to be 14 lbs. a day, from
the time they leave their stalls or pastures until they are slaughtered.

This is when the journey is made by rail and steamer. This I think

is a full answer to the attacks on the Duke by his detractors as to his

not standing his journey, which was made on foot, 16 miles to the.

ship, and about (JO miles from the ship to Oxford. Could Hecatomb
have made such a journey ?
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alt day, and devotees go wandering off through the hot

haze mto the jDark to gaze on Duchess 86th, 87th, 88th,

and 91st, as well as Mildeyes and her daughter Bright-

eyes, and a very fine Waterloo heifer :

—

AVhen we first saw the herd iu '59, not lou^ after its removal

from Earl's Court, we began with the earhest purchase Duchess 67th,

and her daughter 72nd, the first calf that Captain Gunter ever bred.

Her next daughter the white 75th was third in the array, and the

handsomest of the three, and then came " the twins" 78th and 79th

which ran such a splendid career in the show yard. We see the

little roan and white through the mist of years once more struggling

with the herd boys, and thought the roan rather nicer in her coat,

but the white neater, and iu after years the bench hardly knew which

to take. Having thus exhausted the fruits of the first Tortworth

bid, Duchess 70th bore her witness to the second with her calves 73rd

and 77th, and we look back to our comment that " the former had

more substance and the latter moi'e elegance of the twain," and that

she was the best, but no one dare predict such a future for her. She

rose the Royal ranks step-by-step, third as a yearling at Warwick,

second at Canterbury, and first at Leeds. Duchess 69th had only

calved that morning, and though we could not rouse her after the

labours of the day we could judge of her fine scale and enjoy the

gentle grandeur of the head, which had been specially modelled for

Mr. Brandreth Gibb's testimonial. Sixth Duke of Oxford was

waiting outside to receive us ; he was a perfect Esau at his birth,

and there could be no doubt whence liis stock derived their rich

hair.

[" A period of nine years must be supposed to elapse," as the

playbills have it.]

The old cows were in the bottom of the Park, and took a good

deal of finding in the heat. There was the roan Duchess 86th, with

the old-fashioned wide-spreading horn ; the 87th, of a lighter roan

and with a rare loin ; the white 88th, which had been amiss ; and

91st, one of the same colovir and rare substance. The twins and the

77th had died or been slaughtered, and 96th and 94th were in the

home field, and Taylor tells us how once they thought' 94th the best,
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and that the former is the only Duchess which lacks the Usurer

cross. The numbers 100th, 99th, 98th, and 97th once roamed

together in the home pasture nubrokeu, but Mr. Cochrane had

taken his choice and borne off the last to Canada at 1000 ga. She

is from 92nd, a daughter of 84th, " which broke down on us as a calf

for Leeds." Her once constant companion 98th from 88th was a

white with roan ears. Writers who have to encounter their night-

mare numbers may well be among those

"' Who dread to speak of '98,

Who tremble at the name."

The wished for lOOth was reached at last in the shape of a red roan,

but a two-days-old roan, half-sister to " the American lady," was the

latest arrival, and Duchess 103rd had been the Captain's private herd

book entry. Fourth Duke of Thorndale was the monarch of the

yard, and Grand Duchess 8th, from Penrhyn Castle was there to

share his smiles. Mildeyes 3rd (by 4th Duke of Thorndale from

Mildeyes) and a heifer by 5th Duke of Wharfedale from '•' the

Waterloo heifer," have since then arrived ; and Duchess 84th has

lost the red Duchess 104th. It was jumping about its box when

two months old, and burst a blood-vessel in the heart. Duchess 94th

has had twins—a bull and a red heifer, the latter taking rank as

Duchess 105th. Third Duke of Wharfedale (sire of Mr. Cochrane's

heifer) from Duchess 86th, now reigns at Wetherby (after two

seasons at Penrhyn), vice Fourth Duke of Thorndale, who was found

dead in his box last spring ; and 2nd Duke of Wetherby, from

Duchess 77th, and 2nd Duke of Claro, from Duchess 79th, are both

let. The 3rd Duke of Wetherby, by 4th Duke of Thorndale, from

Duchess 32nd, is coming on for home use. The iind Duke of

Collingbam, Duke of Tregunter (a name taken from an old family

estate in Wales) 3rd Duke of Claro, 5th Duke of Wharfedale, and

2nd Duke of Tregunter have all been sold to English purchasers for

500 gs. each.

I camiot enumerate the history of each Duchess,

but I think Duchess 77th deserves notice. To Colonel

Gunter, her owner, the British breeders are indebted for

preserving the tribe in England, and also for keeping- the-
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blood jnire. If it had not been for his spirited biddings

at Lord Ducie's sale the whole tribe would have gone to

America and fulfilled the prediction of Mr. Bates. Col.

Gunter, in his letters to me, says :

—

'•' Duchess 77, roan, calved Nov. 24, 1857, by Duke of Oxford,

d. Duchess 70, by Duke of Glo'ster, g.d. Duchess 66, by 4th Duke of

York, &c., &;c. Duchess 77 wou first prize as the best cow at the

Koyal Agricultural Society's meetiag at Leeds iu 1S61. "While I

showed her she won 18 other prizes and 7 challenge cups in the

counties of York, Durham, Lancaster, &c. I did not show her long

as I wanted her to breed, and having produced a dead calf I never

showed after. Duchess 100 was never shown."

I desired to insert for my readers' benelit a portrait

of the present Duchess family, and I had fixed my atten-

tion on Duchess 100 as representing an epoch in the

tribe. Col. Gunter most kindly responded to my request

for a portrait. He writes me :

—

"' I have no pictures of the cattle that will suit you, only rough

photos from nature of cattle in poor store condition. I consider some

of the Duchess I have the best I ever Ired, tho' iu store condition

for breeding purposes. You can have a sketch of any you like ; 92,

94, 96, and 100 are probably the most likely for your purpose

—

especially the former, as I refused 2,000 guineas for her, and sold

two heifers from her for 1,000 guineas each. I am glad the 8th

Duke of York is turning out so well for you. He was a bargain, and

worth nigh double what I sold him for as prices now go. The mother

of your bull was a grand cow really."

My prejudice or fancy, however, for the original

colour has overcome all other considerations, and I in-

sert Duchess 94th and her calf as a proof of the trans-

mission, not only of the blood, but of the Duchess colour.

Duchess 94th (Herd Book, vol. 18, page 462),

rich roan, calved July 5th j 1865. Bred by. and the pro-
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perty of, Col. Gimter, Wetherby Grange, by 2ud Duke of

Wharfdale (19649), dam Duchess 84tli, by Archduke

(14099) 2ud d. Duchess 72iid, by 4th Duke of Oxford

(11387), 3rd d. Duchess G7th, by Userer (9763), &c.

2ud Duke of Wharfdale, rich roan, calved June

20th, 1862, by 7th Duke of York (17754), dam Duchess

73rd, by 6th Duke of Oxford (12765), 2nd d. Duchess

70th, etc.

Archduke roan, calved December 23rd, 1855, by

Duke of Cambridge (12742), dam Duchess 69th, by 4th

Duke of York, Szc.

To keep improved short-horn cattle, and test by

experience the results of crosses and experiments in

breeding is of course a very expensive and uncertain

course for a tenant farmer.

With swine the best kinds may be obtained, and the

breeds improved at no great expense, and in a short

period, and in like manner with sheep. There is no loss

by the milk or dairy qualities of the stock ; and if they

do not answer the expectations of the breeder, they can

soon be made fat, and disposed of. With cattle the pro-

cess is much longer, and six or seven years very often

must be taken to test the merits of breeding stock and

their descendants ; and if the loss of the milk is to be

borne, I should say that improved short-horns must prove

unprofitable stock, except perhaps in America, where

herds roam in thousands, and none are ever milked.

The Neio YorJc Tribune, discoursing on farming in the West,

naentions that a Mr. L. Sullivan, has, in Livingston County, Illinois,

a farm eight miles square, containing 40,960 acres—64 sections,

Government survey. Speaking of the immense scale on which
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cattle-raising is carried on in Texas, it is stated that among the

large cattle-raisers are John Hittson, who has .50,000 head of cattle;

William Hittson, who has 8,000 ; George Beavers, 6,000 ; Charles

River*, 10,000 ; James Brown, 15,000 ; C. J. Johnson, 8,000 ; Robert

Sloan, 12,000 ; Coggins and Parks, 20,000 ; Martin Childers, 10,000;

and John Chisholm, 30,000. The entire number of cattle owned in

Texas is nearly 4,000,000, while New York State, with her 4,000,000

of population, eight times greater than that of Texas, has less than

750,000 head of cattle.

I hope I have shown how Mr. Bates attended to this

much-esteemed qiiaUty of improved stock, that not only

the quantity but the richness of the milk has been duly

considered.

I was born at Halton in 180."), and I was constantly

with Mr Bates until his death, and my own relations

and connexions were all engaged in farming, and generally

with large proportion of grass land and live stock. If my

taste had not been for live stock 1 could hardly have

escaped imbibing a love for it and the enthusiasm of Mr.

Bates on the subject. It was almost impossible to be

with him without catching the taste. '^ I, however, had

the taste naturally. My earliest recollections are of the

best animals. I can now point out where I saw

them stand and graze, and their figures remain impressed

on my mind. I hope I profited by his precepts and example.

To the last, he never tired of pointing out to me the points

• Lord Blayney relates that when travelling in Spain he received

great attention and hospitality from an English gentlemen engaged in

constructing the railways, and was shown a very fine large herd of

cattle, in which his host took great pride. His Lordship asked how

he acquired a taste for cattle. He replied— I was once cow-boy to

Mr, Bates, the great short-horn breeder of cattle in England.— '-'
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in cattle which were good and inferior, and the requisite

touch in the various parts of the animals, and also, the

great essential of milking properties. I certainly contracted

from him the opinion that there was really no rivalry

between him and Mr. John Booth in blood, and I trust I

may be excused if I have been led away to make any re-

marks on the Booth stock which might imply such a

rivalry. I trust I have set out the facts on which Mr. Bates

justified his assertions, that he obtained the best blood

the Messrs. Colling ever had. At any rate, he had all the

blood from the best animals to w^hich the Booth men

refer back, and that without the alloy ; and I confidently

submit to the judgment of short-horn breeders that Mr.

Bates was correct in what he said—he had improved upon

the old celebrated animals. We must recollect that Mr.

Bates criticised, as mentioned by Mr. Fawcett, the herd of

Robert Colling, and at the sales of C. Colling and R. Colling

it was no chance or caprice that confined his purchase to

one heifer ; the only female Duchess in existence. Phoenix

the dam of Comet, was no doubt the finest cow the Ceilings

possessed, and the modern Duchesses and Grand Duchesses

equal or exceed her in all the essentials of dimensions.*

If the blood of the bulls in the time of the Ceilings

produced such wonderful effects in the herds they went to?

* For the curious, a measurement is subjoined of the cow Phoenix.

Lady Fragrant, the first prize cow at Leicester, 1868, recently mea-

sured in a reduced state, is, in nearly every point, except space and

height, a larger animal, whilst the 850 gs. Grand Duchess 17th, in

breeding condition, is as nearly the same size as possible. Phoenix,

height, 56 in. ; length quarter, 21 in.
;
girth at chine, 85 in. ; width

of hooks, 26| ; length of back, 61^ ;
girth at neck, 38* ; width of

loin, 194 J
length of space, 15^; girth at shank, 7^ in.
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vv'e may with confidence trust to the same when that blood

has been preserved in its purity through so many subse-

quent generations, and the Americans may use this pure

blood with no fear of the dreaded black nose—a stain in

pure short-horns as foul as an African characteristic would

be in the white human race.

It may seem strange that Mr. Bates should about

1831 have been purchasing new tribes of cattle, and I

have heard many persons assert that this arose from the

loss by disease, and the decay of his old tribes ; but the

facts are that about 1S30, when he left Ridley Hall, and

settled altogether at Kirklevington, he had only a small

portion of the estate in his own occupation, and adapted

his herd, like any other occupier, to the size of his farm,

and the numbers of his herd were very much reduced.

In 1831 some of the tenants left, and Mr. Bates took the

land into his own occupation, and he required about fifty

head of additional stock, and tct provide this he made

purchases at Mr. Brown's and Mr. Parrington's sales, and

he bought the Waterloo cow and others.

I, with my brothers, John and Robert Bell, had the

care and management of the additional farms, and when

we married we became tenants of the farms ; Mr. Bates

furnishing us with stock, and also purchasing and advising

us in purchasing additional stock. There were then,

besides the Duchesses and Red Roses, I think, eight tribes

of stock at Kirklevington, and Mr. Bates partitioned them

so that myself and each brother had a cow of each tribe ;

and w^e had the use of the best bulls of Mr. Bates. We

very soon had very fine stock, and sold the bulls at good

prices ; but we were also tempted by the high prices to
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part with many valuable females, such as Hilpa, and,

unfortunately, in several cases, we never could obtain

females again, the number of bull calves being always very

far in excess of the heifers; and this characteristic has

continued in all the Kirklevington tribes. AVhether it is

from their close in-and-in breeding, or some such theory

as discussed by Lord Althorp and Mr. Bates, I cannot

obtain any certain information. There are many curious

matters of great interest to short-horn breeders, as to

colour, sexes, and the appearance and constitution of the

produce, which I could enumerate from my own experience,

but I fear I should tire my readers. I, however, insert

the experience of another breeder of great skill and

experience.

" Our attention has been drawn to an interesting point in the

breeding of short-horns, Mr. Burnett, manager of the Kingscote

estate and herd, informs us that two of his cows, Honey 24th and

Countess of Oxford, have both produced roan calves this season to

3rd Duke of Clarence, while last season both of these cows produced

white calves to the same sire. Further, it is noteworthy that of the

stock begotten by this sire in 1868 none were white, in 1869 three

were white, in 1870 seven were white, and in the present season none

have yet been dropped white. Again, the calves by the 3rd Duke

of Clarence in 1868 and 1869 were not so well formed as those of

1870, and the calves of the present season are of still more hopeful

appearance. This agrees with a case recorded by Mr. Bates of one

of his best stock-getters, that his first season's calves were nothing

very grand, that his second season's calves were better, and that his

third and fourth seasons' stock were really grand animals. Mr.

Burnett considers that a bull is most valuable as a sire from three to

six years old. Before that age the produce is as large, but lacks

* smartness ' and ' grandeur.' That such should be the case, is in

every way Hkely, as might be shown from analogous instances among

other animals. The question of the change of colour above recorded,
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however, appears to belong to a different class of facts, not as easily

explained. 3rd Duke of Clarence is a grandson of 7tli Duke of

York, a white bull, and the getter of much white stock. This alone

may account for his getting white calves. Again, in the case of

Honey 24th, she is by a white bull, 2nd Duke of Wetherby

(21,618), and therefore not unlikely to drop a white calf to any bull,

much more to 3rd Duke of Clarence. Why the 3rd Duke should get

white calves one particular year and not another is interesting, and

not easily explained. It is, however, a fact worth recording, and

deserves the attention of breeders. We should like to know whether

bulls ever do beget a large proportion of calves of a certain colour

during one period of their lives, and of a different colour at another

period. Very singular cases are on record of animals changing their

own colour, as well as other characters, with advancing age ; and it

does not seem unreasonable that the offspring begotten at different

periods of life may likewise vary with corresponding changes in the

parent."

—

Gardeners' Chronicle, May 20th, 1871.

I may here mention that I and my brothers frequently

had stock which, if trained, would have acquired the highest

honours in the show yards, but Mr. Bates was so resolved

not to countenance the exhibition of breeding cattle in a

state of fat, that we were restrained from exhibiting. At

the Scarborough show, in 1847, Mr. Bates sent his

stock as a compliment, at the urgent request of Mr.

Milburn, the secretary of the Yorkshire society, who was

anxious to see the best stock at his exhibition, and I

myself sent one untrained animal and obtained a first

prize. Mr. Bates retained only about 300 acres of land

in his own occupation, about 100 acres being old grass.

Although the Kirklevington stock were not trained for

the shows, and had been kept in their natural state on

grass, the young stock generally on new grass, on tli^

poorest parts of the estate, yet they were in such goo^
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condition, that pro'oably few would believo tliut they had

not l:ioGn kept in the honse and fed and trained in the

usual manner. Mr. Bate;:; imagined that it would be for

the benefit of Fihort-horn broedoiTj that ho should exhibit

his stock in i'lmiiios and generations, untrained, at York,

and he uro-ed Lord Portnian that there should be an

e/vliibition for the solo benefit of breeders, before the

general p;i]jilc v/erc admitted, and his snggostion as to a

large admission fee for the p\irposo was adopted by the

lioyal Sociery. Wiien 3lr. Bates sh.owed mo his letters

to the council on the importance of pedigrees in breeding

cattle and respecting tlie breeding cattle being exhibited

in a proper state, I remonstrate:! with him as for as I

could, that his su'ZircBtioiis would l)e unheeded; he how-

ver relied on the fa:t tliat ho h.nl not received any letter

from the secretary that his suggestions would not W acted

on, and Mr. Bites sent six cattle, and each of us his

tenants one, m ikiiig nine fa* e':hil;it:on, and four for extra

stock. 2nd Duke of t)xfor t wluch iiad ])een placed before

Captain Shaftoe, at Scarb;)i-ough. only olitained a second

prize ir. the local list of hulls bred in Yorkshire, and the

others were unnoticed as i)ef<>i-e appears, but several cattle

of Lord Feversham's breed and others also from Kirk-

levington bolls v/ei-e commended. I had therefore no

opportunity, liowever anxious and confident I might be,

to exliii/it loy stock for prizes, or bring them before the

public. At Kirklovington, of course the attention of

visitors was too nnich occupicl generally with Mr. Bates

and his her.l to give any norice of any other herd there.

On leaving Kirklevington after the deatli of Mr. Bates,

I took sevoL-al Sjiocimens of the best tribes with me into
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Lancashire, and I liave ahvays used bulls of the Kirk-

levington blood. A few years ago I removed to my
present fiirm, as being well adapted, from the quantity of

grass land, to maintain a herd in connection with a regular

dairy, and with my old, and a careful selection of fresh cows,

and the use of the old ]>lor)d. I hoped to liave had a herd

not inferior to that of Kirklevington ; and, in conjunction

with my friends and neighbours, Messrs. Tunnicliffe

and Allen, I was able to use best bulls, and had 2nd Duke

of Wetherby some time in use, and in 1869 we purchased

from Colonel Gunter the 8th Duke of York, then a calf, for

500 guineas, whose portrait I now insert.

AA'e have been oflered for him mucli more than the

price of (_^omot.

EIGHTH DUKE OF YURK.

White, calved 15th February, 1869.

Bred by Colonel Gunter, the property of Messrs. Tunnicliffe,

Allen, and Bell, by Fourth Duke of Thorndale (17750), dam Duchesa

S6th, by Grand Duke of Wetherby (17997).

2nd dam Duchess 70th, by Duke of Glo'ster (11382).

3rd dam do. G6th, by Fourth Duke of York (10167).

55th.

38th.

33rd.

19th.

12th.

4th.

1st.

by Favourite (252).

by Daisy bull (186).

by Favourite (252).

14th dam by Hubback (319.)

15tli dam by Mr. James Brown's Red Bull (97).

4th dam
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The Eightli Duke is growing into a good and fine

bull, and his calves are good, and all those I have by him

are roan. He has got very few white. Some are red,

some red and white belonging to Mr. Tunnicliffe and Mr.

Allen. He liad been used before leaving Wetherby. At 12

months 3 weeks old his live weight was lOcwt. 71b. He was

weighed at the railway- station on his arrival from Wetherl)y.

The first calf ]\y him was a white heifer from Duchess 103.

The second calf, also a heifer, was roan from Duchess

101. These two 101 and 103 Duchesses were bought

by Mr. Cochrane of Omada, and were in calf to the eighth

Duke when they left Wetlierby, and Mr. ( 'ochrane de-

scribes the calves as wonderfully tine calves. In BelVs

Weeldy Mesaenger, May 8th, we read tlius :

—

Many oi our readcn-s are prol)ably aware that Lord Dunmore is

iaaid to have bought two of the Duchess tribe in America. 'The

i'ollowing extract of a letter written to ua by Lord Dunmore, dated

Apl^l 28th, will explain ai9 much of the transaction as his lordship

wishes to disclose :--" I have bought the two young Duchess heifers

from Mr. Cochrane, out of Duchesses 101 and 103, and I have arranged

with Colonel Gunter to go on with the numbers of the Duchesses

along with him ; therefore I believe these two are 105 and 106. I

have very good accounts of tliem from America, but I think I shall let

them winter there, as it v/ill harden their constitutions. The two

Canadian Duchesses, are l>y 8th Duke of York, the white bull sold

by Colonel Gunter to Messrs. Tunnicliffe, Allen, and Bell."

Duke of Hillhurst, out of Mr. Cochrano's 1000 guineas

Duchess 97th, has just anived, with 050 guineas on bis head. He

is a red calf, by one of the many Dukes of Thomdale.

A son of the American 11th Duchess of Geneva was bought by

Mr. A. P. Davies. at Gadsby, when about a month old, for 850

guineas.

Lord Dunmore s purchase of the two heifer calves from Mr.

Cochrane ha-** just been niade public. Their dtums are two of

y 2
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Colonel Gunter'.s Duchesses by the American bull 4th Duke of

Thornciale. They were sold last year for (report says) 2,500 guineas,

and the same price is to be paid for their American-bom calves.

In speaking of the herd business during the recent

Wolverhampton meeting, I have just time to notice that

—

"The largest piece of business, however, done on the ground was

Earl of Dunniore's purchase of five heifers of the Oxford and Red

Rose tribes, from Tvlr. Cochrane of Canada, which are to cross with

the two Duchess calves in October, and for which immense prices

were paid. Duchess 97th has produced another bull calf, which has

already been sold for 1000 guineas."

My son Robert Bell, who inherits the taste for im-

proved short-horns, followed them to America, and for some

time had charge of Mr. Sheldon's herd at Geneva, until he

was compelled by his iil-health to return to England.

This herd has since been sold and dispersed, after a very

successful career.

In 1868, after the great drought, I unfortunately

allowed my cattle to graze in a park with many large

ornamental oak trees, and from eating the acorns I lost 30

valuable improved short-horns, and about 20 other cattle.

And the foot and mouth disease, vdiich in 1870 visited our

neighbourhood, has curtailed my crop of calves, still, I

hope, I have been able to preserve much of the old blood

in great purity, and I can fortify the experience of Mi'.

Bates respecting the milking properties of the best improved

short-horns. I have a tribe in which one cow, for manv

weeks after calving, gave regularly 9 gallons and 3 pints

of milk per day. The hair and handling of the old tribe

is not in the least deteriorated. When I bought the best

bred cows I could meet with from other herds, I generally

found that it took two crosses of Kirldevington blood to

restore the true quality of the hair.
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My best thanks are due to my kind friends for their

sympathy and support in this, so novel an undertaking for

me, and for their kindly supplying me with information of

the movements of the various herds and animals. And I

hope my short-comings in literary work will be overlooked

and pardoned.

The importance of the production of the largest

quantity of animal food from the produce of the land

has immeasurably increased since Mr. Bates wrote in 1807.

Remember Mr. Bates, w^ho then called the attention of the

Board of Agriculture to the subject, was not advocating the

merits of improved short-horn cattle. He wished all sorts

to be tested. I need not remind my readers that if the

millions of the ox tribe in the British Isles were increased in

productive value only one pound a year, what amount of

national wealth it would produce. And, probably, Mr.

Bates was not far wrong when he stated the quality of the

cattle with which the land is stocked was of far more

importance than the rent.

It is very consolatory to me in my declining years,

and when I am going to sell my herd and retire from active

life, that I have been able, however humbly and inade-

quatel}', to give the above account of the Kirklevington

herd, that the public and those who possess the blood may

have the benefit intended for them by Mr Bates, and I

tnist that the merits of the blood fully justify the prices

which they now command in the market.

I may, however, as a pupil and foUovrer of Mr. Bates,

have to say of our labours

—

"Sic vos 71071 vohis meUficites apes.'
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APPENDIX.

CATALO(^L'E OF THE K]:TTUX SALE.

1 have employed figure-^ to denote the damrj, whicli I

think simpiifie.s the pedigree, and also enables the reader

to see at onee the place and number of such dam. Thus

d. or 1st d. means the dam, I'nd d. the granddam, &c.

COW'S.

Lot. Guineas.

1. Cherry, d. old Cherry, by Favourite, 11 years old, d. of

Peeress (lot 3), Maydiike {-I'D. and Ketton (30^. Bought

by J. D. Xesham, Durham ... ... ... ... ... S3

2. Ka*-e, 4 years old, by Comet. J. Hunt, Morton, Durham .. 35

3. Peeress, o years old, d. Cherry, by Favourite ; d. of Cecil

(36^. Major Kudd, Marton, Yorkshire 170

4. Countess, 9 years old, d. Lady, by Cupid ; d. of Selina (5),

Cora (12), Young P'avourite (31), Young Countess (40).

Major Rudd 400

o, Selina, d. Countess', by Favourite, 5 years old. Sir H. C.

Ibbotson, Yorkshire 200

6. Johanna, d. Johanna, by Favourite, 4 years old. H. Witham,

Yorkshire 130

7. Lady, d. Old Phcenix, by a grandson of Lord Bolingbroke,

14 years old ; d. of Countess (4), Laura (8), Major (21),

and George (32). C. Wright, Cleasby, Yorkshire 206

8. Laura, d. Lady, by Favourite, 4 years old ; d. of Young

Laura (39). and Lucilla (44). Grant, Wyham, Lincolnshire 210

9. Catherine, d. a daughter of the d. of Phoenix, by Washing-

ton, 8 years old ; d. of Charlotte (42). G. Coates, for G.

Parker, Sutton House, Malton, Yorkshire 150

10. Lilly, d. Daisy, by Cqmet, 3 years old ; d. of White Hose,

(46). Major Kudd HO
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lot. Guineas.

11. Daisy, cl. Old Daisy, by a grandson of Favourite, out of

Venus, 6 years old ; d. of Lilly (10), and Sir Dimple (33).

Major Bower, Yorkshire HO
12. Cora, d. Couutcos^ by Favourite, i years old ; d. of Alex-

ander (27), and CalLsta (45). G. Johnston, Hackuess,

Yorkshire 70

13. Beauty, d. Wiaa Washington, by Marske (a son of Favourite),

4 years old ; d. of Albion (35) . C. Yfright 120

14. Red Rose, d. of Eliza, ly Comet, 4 years old; d. of Harold

(29). W. C. Feuton, near Doucaster 45

15. Flora, 3 years old, by Comet; d. of Narcissus (84). The

Earl of Lonsdale ... 70

16. Miss Pei-'gy, 3 years old, by a son of Favourite. Oliver

Gascoigne, Yorkshire ... ... ... ... ... ... 60

1 7. Magdalene, 3 years old, by Comet, d. a heifer by Washington;

d. of Ossian (2S). C. Champion, Blyth, near Doncaster ... 170

BULLS.

18. Comst, 6 years old, b}' Favourite, d. Phoenix. Wetherell,

Trotter, Wright, and Charge, near Darlington 1000

19. Yarborough, 9 years old,by Capid,d.a daughter of Favourite.

Gregaou, Northumberland .. ... ... ... ... 55

20. Cupid, 11 years old. Lame, was not ofterod for sale.

21. Major, 3 years old, by Comet, d. Lad}-. Grant 200

22. Mayduke, 3 years old, by Comet, d. Cherry. Smithson ... 145

23. Petrarch, 2 yeai-3 old, by Comet, d. Venus. Major Rudd... 365

24. Northumberland, 2 years old, by Comet, d. a daughter of

Favourite. Buston, Durham ... ... ... .•• SO

25. Alfred, 1 year old, by Comet, d. Venus. T. Robinson,

Acklam 110

26. Duke, 1 year old, by Comet, d. Duchess. Anthony Comp-

ton, Carham Hall, Northumberland... 105

27. Alexander, 1 year old, by Comet, d. Cora. W. C. Feu ton... 63

23. Ossian, 1 year old, by W!n-;doi\ d. Magdalene 'i'l.-e Earl of

L'>nsdcde ... ... ... • • • •
• • • • • • • i^
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Lot. Cui-eis.

29. Harold, 1 year old, by Comet, d. Red Rooc, Sir LainLtoii

Loraiue, Bart., Kiik Harle, Northumberland ... ... oQ

BULL CALVES, NOT A YEAR OLD.

30. Kettou, by Com-et, d. Cherry. Major Bovver T^U

31. Young P'avourite, ly Comet, d. Countess. P. Sldp'-vortb,

Aylesby, Lincolu.slire... ... ... ... ... ...140

32. George, by Comet, d. Lady. Walker, Kotherham loO

33. Sir Dimple, by Ctmet, d. Daisy. T. Lax, Kavensv.-orth,

Yorkshire 90

34. Narcissus, by Cou et, d. Flora. C. Wright ... 15

35. Albion, by Comet, d. Beauty. T, Booth, Killerby... ... GO

36. Cecil, by Comet, d. Peeress. H. Strickland, Euyuton,

Yorkshire ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 170

HEIFERS.

37. Phoebe, 3 years olo, by Comet, d. by Favouiite," Sir H. C.

Ibbotson, Bart .. ... ... .. ... .. ... 105

38. Young Duciiess, 2 years old, by Comet, d. by Favourite.

T. Bates, Halton Castle, Nurtliumberlaud ... ... -.. 18o

39. Young Laura, 2 years old, by Comet, d. Laura. The Earl

of Lonsdale ... ... ... ... ... ... ... lOl

40. Young Countess, 2 years old, Ij}' Comet, d. Countess. Sir

H. C. Ibbotson, Bart 206

41. Lucy, 2 years old, by Comet, d. by Washington. C.Wright... 132

42. Charlotte, 1 year old, by Comet, d. Cathelcue. T. Sale, for

R. Colling, Barmpton ... ... ... ... ... ... 136

43. Johanna, 1 year old, bj^ Comet, d. Johanna. Geo. Johnston .. 35

HEIFER CALVES.

44. Lucilla, by Comet, d. Laura. Grant... ... ... ... 106

45. Culista, by Comet, d. Cora. Sir H. Y. Tem-pest, Wynyard,

Durham .. 50

4^". White Kose, by Yarborongh, d. Lilly. H. Strickland,

Poyntou .. 75
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-. , Guine:is.
Lot.

47. Ruby, by Yarboruugb, d. lied Rose. :\Iajor Bower ... 50

48. Cowslip, by Comet, Tbe Earl of Lonsdale 2o

SUMMARY.

Average.

£ a. d. £' f-:. d.

29 Cows and Heifers 110 -1 7 ... 40G6 13

18 Bulls and Calves ... 169 « - ^_^^
47 Averaged £151 8s. Old. Total... 7115 17

Sir H. Vane Tempest and Julm Hiitton, of Marske,

were each too late for the sale of Comet, and each is said

to have been prepared to give 1500 guineas for him.

CATALOGUE OF THE BARMPTOX SALE.

cows.

1. Red Rose, 17 years .jld, by Favourite, d. by Ben, 2nd d. by

Foljamb, 3rd d. by Hubback. Having a complaint upon

her, was not offered for sale.

3. Moss Rose, 11 years old, by Favourite, d. (lot 1). Being not

likely to breed again, was not oifered for sale.

3. Juno, 11 years («ld, by Favourite, d. Wildair by Favourite,

2nd d. by Ben, 3rd d. Hubback, Uh d. sire of Hubback,

5th d. by Sir James Pennymau's bull, descended from the

stock of the late Sir W. St. Quinten, of Scrampston. The

Hon. J. Simpson, Badworth, Nottinghamshire, and Mr.

Smith, Dishley, Leicestershire 78

4. Diana, own sister to (3). Lord Althorp 73

5. Sally, 11 years old, by Favourite, d. by Favourite, 2nd d. by

Favourite. Messrs. Simpson and Smith 34

6. Charlotte, 9 years old, by Comet, d. (Catherine), bought at

the Ketton sale. Mr. Bnnvn, near Grantham, Lincolnshire 50

7. Wildair, 6 years old, by Gen-ge, d. (Wildair), sister to (3).

Charles Duncombe, Esq., Duncombe Park 170
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Lot. Guineaf?.

8. Lilly, 6 years old, by Xoi-th. Star, d. by Fiivourite, 2ud d. by

Favourite, 3rd d. by Favourite. Mr. Skipwortl), Ayle.iby,

Lincolnshire ... ... .. ... ... ... GG

9. Golden Pippiu, 6 year,s old. by Xortli Star, d. by Favouiite,

2nd d. by Favourite, ord d. by Favouiite, frurn the cow-

that obtained the first preinima at Darlington, jh: Cattle.

near York .. Ill

10. Blackwell, 6 years old, by Williugton, descended from the

stock of tiie late Mr. Hill. Thomas Hopper, Sherburu,

near Durham 31

11. Tulip, 6 years old, by George, d. by Favourite, 2nd d. by

Favourite, Ord d. by Favourite. C. Tibbets, E.sq., Xortli-

ampton.shire ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 7u

12. Trinket, G years old, by Barmpton, d. by Favourite, 2nd d.

by Favourite. Messrs. Simpson and Smith... ... ...113

13. Mary Anne, G years old, by George, d. by Favourite, -nd d.

by Punch. Messrs. Simpson and Smith .. ... ... G2

14. Louisa, 5 yeai*s old, by "Wellington, d. b}' Favourite, 2nd d.

by Favouiite. Messrs. Simpson and Smith... ... ... 3/"

15. Empress, 5 years old, by Earmpton, d. (Lady Grace) by

Favourite. Charles Champion, Esq., Blyth, yorthumber-

land ... 210

16. Caroline, 5 years old, by 2rIinor, d. (Wildair) by Favourite.

Henry Witham, Esq., Yorkshu'e ..• ... ... ... 160

17. Clarissa, 4 years old, by Wellington, d. by Favourite, 2nd d.

by Favourite, Drd d. by Favourite. Mr. Robson, Holtby,

Yorkshire ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 151

18. Young Moss Rose, 5 years old, by Wellington, d. (2). Charles

Duncombe, Esq. ... ... ... ... ... ... 190

19. Venus, 5 years old, by Wellington, d. by George, 2nd d. by

Favourite, 3rd d. by Punch, from a sister to the dam of the

white heifer that travelled. Messrs. Simpson and Smith... 195

20. Rosette, i years old, by Welhugton, d. (1). Lord Althorp., 300

21. Young Charlotte, 3 years old, by Wellington, d. (6). Mr.

Thomas, Eryholm, Durham ... ... ... ... ... 7'
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I.'ot. Cuineas.

22. Vesper, -3 yeavcj old, by Wellington, d. by Favourite, 2nd d.

by Favourite, by the dam sister to Trinket. Mr. White,

Coates, near Loughborough ... . . ... ... ... Ill

23. Xonpareil, 5 years old, by Wellington, d. (3). Lord Aithorp. 370

'2i. Daisy, 3 year.-s old, by Mar^ke (the only one got by Mareike),

d. by Favourite, out of (5). Messrs. Simpson and Smith... 32

25. Kate, 3 years old, by Wellington, d. by Pheuonaenon, 2nd

d. by Favourite. Henrj' Witliam, Esq. ... ... ... 50

26. Amelia, 2 years old, by Lancaster, d. by Xorth Star, 2nd d.

by Favourite, 3rd d. by Punch. Mr. Maynard, Harlsej',

Yorkshh'e . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 7^

27. Aurora, twin sister to (20). Mr. Smith, Xottinghamshire 78

28. Princess, 2 years old, by Lancaster, d. (0). Mr. Skipworth ... 15(5

29. Clara, 2 years old, by Lancaster, d. (19). Mr. Thomas ... 100

30. Fanny, 2 yeiu-s old, by "Wellington, d. (5). C Tibbet-;, Esq.... 100

31. White Kose, 2 years old, by Wellington, d. by Welling-

ton, 2 d. by Favourite. Mr. Smith ... ... ... ... 51

32. Ruby, 2 years old, by Wellington, d. (1). Mr. Rubson ... 331

33. Lavinia, 2 years old, by Lancaster, d. (IS). Mr. Robson ... 105

oi. Hebe, 2 years old, by Jupiter, d. (S) Mr. Thompson,

Scremerston, near Berwick ... ... ... ... ... 90

35. Jesse, 2 years old, by Wellington, d. from the stock of

the late Mr. Hill Mr. Hutchinson iS

36. Jewel, 2 yearti old, twin sister to (35). Mr. Brown 59

HEIFKRS, FROM SIX TO TWELVE MONTHS OLD.

37. Violet, h} North Star, d. by Midas, 2nd d. by Punch. Mr,

Skipworth ... ... ... ... ... 48

3S. Sweetbrier, by North Star, d. (23) Mr. Maynard 145

39. Snowdrop, by Wellington, d. (11). Mr. Thompson,

Stockton, Durham ... ... ... 71

40. Cowslip, by Wellington, d. by Favourite, 2nd d, by Punch.

Mr. Layton, North Willingham, Lincolnshire ... ... 54

41. Lady Anne, by Wellington,' d. by Geor^^re. 2nd d. (3) Mr.

Barnes, Egglestou 100
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Lot. Guineas.

42. Flora, by Laucaster, d. (5) Mr. Tliompsou ... ... ... 47

43. Cleopatra, by Lancaster, d. by George, 2nd d. by Favourite,

3rd d. by Punch. Mr. Barnes ... ... ... ... 133

44. A heifer, by Lancaster, d. (17) Calved 26th September.

Mr. Robsou ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 52

45. By Lancaster, d. (12) Calved 23th October. Mr. Wiley,

Yorkshii'e ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 56

46. By Wellington, d. by WeUiugton. Calved 20th October.

Messrs. Simpson and Smith ... ... ... ... ... 28

47. By Lancaster, d. (10) Calved 16th November. Mr. Cattle 42

48. By Lancaster, d. (14) Calved 20th November. Mr. Smith. 3S

49. By Barmpton, d. (15) Charles Champion, Esq. ... ... 100

50. By Barmpton, d. (20) Mr. Eob.son 123

51. By Bai-mpton, d. (6) Major Rudd ... 55

52. By Barmpton, d. (12) Messrs. Simpson and Smith ... 110

53. By Barmpton, d. by Cleveland, 2ud d. by Comet, 3id d. by

Favourite. Mr. White ... ... ... ... .. SO

BULLS.

51. Mai'ske, 12 years old, by Favourite, d. by Favourite, 2nd d.

by Favourite. Mr. Maynard ... 50

55. North Star, 11 years old, by Favourite, d. by Punch. T.

Lax, Esq. ... 72

56. Midas, 10 years old, by Phenomenon, d. (1) Mr. Wiley ... 270

57. Barmpton, 8 years old, by George, d. (2) Being lam.e, was

not sold.

58. Major, 5 years old, by Wellington, d. by Phenomenon, 2nd d.

by Favourite, 3rd d. by Favourite. Mr. Brooks, Laceby,

near Grimsby, Lincolnshire ... ... ... ... ...185

59. Lancaster, 4 years old, by Wellington, d. (2) Messrs. Simp-

son and Smith... ... ... ... ... ... ... 621

60. Baronet, 3 years old, by Wellington, d. (i) Being engaged,

was not put up.

61. Regent, 3 years old, by Wellington, d. by Windsor, 2ud d.

(1). LovdAlthorp 145
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BULL CALVES.

Lot. Guineas.

62. Diamond, 1 year old, by Lancaster, d. (19) Mr. Donaldson,

Harburn House, near Durham 102

63. Albion, rising 1 year old, by Lancaster, d. by \Yellington,

2nd d. by Favourite, 3rd d. by a son of Favourite. Mr.

Russell, Brancepeth Castle 140

04. Harold, rising 1 year old, by Wellington, d. (7) Mr. \Vhit-

taker, near Otley, Yorkshire 201

65. Pilot, rising 1 year old, by eithe? Major or Wellington,

(being bulled by both), d. (1) Mr. Booth, Killerby, near

Darlington, Durham 270

Amount of First Day's Sale £7852 19

Coates's Herd Book had originally been intended to

embrace a sort of history of the animals inserted in it.

I now notice the most remarkable animals, without the

formal pedigrees, except in a few cases, with the remarks

of Coates mentioned above. G. Coates had, most probably,

seen all the animals, which he thus notices in 1822. B

denotes bull, and C. C, Charles Colling, and R. C, Robert

Colling, the numbers are those in the Herd Book.

(2) Achmet. Sold to Mr. Morley, 70 guineas. Hollon, whose

stock were by Daltou Duke and Mr. Hills, of Blackwell. Hollon

(313), either by Dalton Duke or a B. out of Chapman's cow.

(14) Albion, by Comet, d. (Beauty) by Marske, 2nd d. Miss

Washington. Mellow, not good, but his stock generally good.

(19) Ralph Alcock's B. Remarkable for good handling and

lively looks.

(32) Richard Barker's B,, (see page 54), sire of Foljamb. Good

size and symmetry, hard handle.

A gentleman informs me that Wetherall, Wynyard,

and Wiley, all shortly before they died gave him the

same account of this bull as given by Mr. Bates.

(76) Blaize. Very good, had a dark nose.
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(86) Bolingbroke (or Lord B.) Blood red, with a little white.

Calved November 12th, 1788, bred by C. C, by Foljamb, d. (Young

Strawberry, bred by Mr, Maynard) by Daltoii Duke, 2nd d.

(Favourite) bi'ed by Mr. Mayuard, by Alcock's B., 3rd d. by Jacob

Smith's B., 4th d. by Jolly's B. " The best bull G. C. ever saw."

(97) James Brown's old red B. Good fore-quarters, and handle,

huggins and rumps not good, strong thighs, excellent getter.

(1'20) Cecil. Sides too flat.

(107) Candour. Bad.

(r^3) Charges' roan or grey B., bred by Mr. Charge, by Favourite.

Fair.

Colling's red B., 1819, bred by Simpson, bj- Lancaster, d. Juno,

&c., &c. Very bad. 'TLs a pity no one will tell Mr. Simpson.

(155) Comet, red and white roan, calved 1804, by Favourite, d.

(Young Phoenix) by Favourite, 9nd d. (Phccnix) by Foljamb, 3rd d.

(Favovxrite, bred by Mr. Maynard) by Alcock's B. I never saw his

equal.

(188) Dalton Duke, brindled red and white, bred by J. Charge,

by Mr. Dobson's B., d. by Studley B. Wide back, gi-eat substance.

He was sold to Maynard and Dnke Wetherall, at 2 years old, for

50 guineas.

(209) Diamond. Dimcombe. Good, if knuckles not too large.

(218) Dobson's B., bred by Mr. Dobson, by a B. bred by Jacob

Smith. Sold to Mr. Charge. A good B., and his stock superior.

(226) Duke. Very good, except broad cop of his shoulders.

(237) Eclipse. His stock bad.

(239) Eadlesthorpe. Very moderate, knuckles bad.

Favourite (252), light roan, calved in 1793 or 94, bred by Mr.

C. C, by Bollingbroko (SB), 1st d. (Phoenix) by Foljamb (263), 2nd

d. (Favourite) by R. Alcock's B. (19), 3rd d. by Jacob Smith's B.

(608), 4th d. by Jolly's B. (337). Favourite was a large beast, fine

bold eye, low back, body down, other part? very good. Was used by

'Mr. Charge, 1798 and 1799.

(263) Foljamb, white, with a few red spots, calved 1787,

bred by Mr. C. C, by Richard Barker's B., d. (Haughton) by

Hubback. Foljimib, useful thick beast, handle good, dark face.
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.Sold by G. C. to Mr. Foljamb, at about twenty mouths old, for 50

guinea;^. I beard Mr. C. C. say this beast did him most good.

(273) George, calved 1802, (Mason) by Favourite, d. (bred by

Col. Simpson), by Ben, 2nd d. bought of C. C, which he bought of

John Newby.

Grey B. (not in Herd Book), bred by R. C, by white B., d.

own sister to the dam of R. C.'s Red Rose. Grey B. handle like

Hubback.

(290) Harold, 1809, bred by C. C, by Windsor, d. (Red

Rose) by Comet, 2nd d. Eliza ; Eliza's d. a heifer bought by C. C. of

Mr. Bates. Sold to J. L. Loraine, .50 guineas.

(291) Harold, 1818. Harold good, but handle hard.

(319) Hubback. Pedigree as set out by Mr. Bates. The fol-

lowing account of the dam of Hubback was given to the author by

the undermentioned person. " I remember the cow which my father

bred. That was the dam of Hubback, There was no idea then that

she had any Mixed or Kyloe blood in her. Much has been said

lately that she was descended from a Kyloe ; but I have no reason to

believe, nor do I believe that she had any mixture of Kyloe blood

in her.

—

John Hunter, Hurworth, near Darlington, July 6tli, 1822."

Hubback, head good, horns small and fine, neck fine, breast well-

formed and firm to the touch, shoulders rather upright, head or

girth good, loins, belly and sides fair, rump and hips extraordinary,

Hank and twist wonderful. Mr. IMaynard sent cow to Hubback at

Ketton, 1787, B. C. C. used him 2 or 3 years, and sold him and

Foljamb in the same year,

(314) Jupiter, by Comet, d. (Beauty, bred by C. C.) by Mar&ke,

2nd d. Miss Washington. Fair, but neck very large. (Brother to

Albion).

Lakeland's Bull. Great size, good back. Sold into Northum-

berland.

(360) Lancaster. Brother to Young Moss Ros-e. Good. Rumpa

indifferent.

(365) Lawnsleeves, by C. C.'s Surplice, d. by George, 2nd d. by

Simon, out of Smith's old cow. Bred at Halnaby.

(397) Major, by Comet, d. Lady, by Grandson of Boliugbroke,

Fair.
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(4 1 3) Mars. Hard handle, short hair. Altogether bad.

(415) Marshall Beresford. Own brother to Lily and Sir Dimple.

Blacklocks space large, not p^ood.

Maximillian, 1S23. J. \V. Got bad stock.

(418) IMarske, died 1822. Hips moderate, good flesh.

(435) Hildas. Shoulders too upright and coarse, mellow and

good handle.

(451) Kero. Good.

Newton. Charge. Very goo^l, except the tail too high.

(471) Orlando. Hutchinson. Bad, coarse hind quarters, hair

bad, cloven back.

Northumberland. Harrison. A fair B., knuckles a little too

large.

Oliver, bad constitution. Entered in pencil only.

(436) Patriot. G. Coates. Sold for 500 guineas.

Percy, 1821. J. Booth. Koan, by Pilot, d. (Young Rosette) by

Albion, &c , &c. Shoulders and crop indifferent.

(488) Petrach. Horn too short, good B. Castrated in 1818.

(491) Phenomenon, bred by R. C, by Favourite, d. by Ben, 2nd

d. by Hubback, 3rd d. by Snowdon's B., 5th d. by Sir J. Penny-

man's B, Large and good. Brother to Wildair.

(496) Pilot. Lot 65 at Barmpton. Bad crops.

(544) Regent. Horns up, good.

(580) Remus. Wright. Brother to Lauristine. Sold to Mr.

Hutton for 110 guineas. Handle not good.

(588) Robson's bull, by Masterman's bull. The dam gave 36

quarts (ale measure) a day on grass onl}^ for months.

(603) Sir Leoline. Dark, red flesh. Hutchinson. Liry handle.

Must be from the black tribe.

(605) Sir Oliver. Good.

(612) Snow^don's bull, sire of Hubback. Cow came from Sir W.

St. Quinten, which came to Sir James P. in 1795. A neat good

beast. Mr. Osier's father offered 50 guineas fur him.

(627) Studley white B. Mr. Charge used this B. for five or six

years. A good B., with extra good and large fore-quarters.

Studley, roan, got a Premium at Eedale. 1820. Good.
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(672) Warlaby, roan. Good, except .shoulders. Got a premium

at Doncaster. The sh'e of Judson's B.

(673) Warrior, Handle a little hard.

(674) Washington, by Favourite, d. (Lady) by grandson of

Bolingbroke, brother to Laura.

(680) Wellington. R. C. Very good, ribs excellent.

(689) Western Comet, descended from the Studley B. Rich

handle, and all his stock good.

(151) White B., R C, by Favourite, d. by Hubback. In 1840,

R. C. said that he had nothing but this White B., that went direct

from Hubback to Favoiirite, and C. 0. admitted that he had nothing

so descended, except the Daisy B.

(698) Windsor. Rich handle, much like Western Comet, but

head lar;,'er. With Mr. Hustler, 1808-1809.

(703) Wynyard. Sold to Mr. Milner, 210 guineas.

(469) O'Callaghan's son of Bolingbroke, red and white, brindled,

bred by Colonel O'Callaghan, of Heighington, near Darlington, by

Bolingbroke, d. (a red polled Galloway Scotch cow). This cow and

another of the same breed were purchased of D. Smurthwaite, near

Northallerton, by George Coates, who sold them to Colonel O'Cal-

laghan. O'Callaghan's son of Bolingbroke, when a few days old,

became the property of C. Colling, and was the sire of grandson of

Bolingbroke.

Beauty, roan, calved 1806, bred by C. C, by Marske, d. Miss

Washington.

Produce and Name. Sire.

1810 Light roan, Albion (14), Booth ... ... Comet.

„ ...Jupiter (343), Wright ... ... ... Comet.

Miss Washington does not appear in the Herd Book, but I suppose

she was by Washington (674), dam unknown.

Fortune (p. 316), calved 1793, bred by C. C, by Bolingbroke,

d. by Foljamb, 2nd d. by Hubback, bred by Mr. Maynard.

Produce and Name. Sire,

1796...B. ... ... ... ... ... Favourite.

1797... Gaudy ... .. ... ... Favourite.

1798...Tri.shman Styford.

/
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Produce and Xamo.
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guided, that ' a good beast must be a good beast however

he has come ; but, that, it is to pedigree alone that we can

trust for succession.'
"*

• Dixon, Royal Agricultural Society's Journal, vol. 1, page 329.

Saddle and Sirloin, page 175.

FINIS,

7 -I





ERRATA.
Page 38, Line 1, for crossed, read crosses.

,^ 38 „ 23, for my, read any.

„ 39 „ ll,for by, reado/.

45 ^,
4, for was, read scm.

54
J,

20, for old, read Colonel.

56 „ 16, for tribe, read tribes.

59 ,,
9, for these, read they.

77 ,,
6, for take, read «a^en.

83 , 22, for holster, read bolster.

90 „ 11, for forward, resid forwarder.

90 „ 25, for Duchess, read Duchesses.

„ 106 „ 22, for grand, read god.

112 ., 16, for Prudhoe, read Sandhoe.

„ 120 „ 17, for Culley, read Colling.

123 „ 6, for persiiming, read jsresMm^'/i^r.

125 „ 27, for meeting, read meetings.

139 „ 15, for Holkam, read IloWiam.

„ 151 „ 19, for in 1812, read . In 1813.

„ 153 „ 21, for freey, read/7-ee??/.

173 „ 24, for Crathome, read Crathorne.

„ 177 „ 5, dele and the.

^^ 195 „ 8, for dam, read son.

,195 ,, 9, for hornless, read no hornless.

„ 197, last line, for thei, read their.

„ 206, Hne 16, for size, read sire.

208 „ 23, for sock, read stocJc.

208 „ 23, for Firciso, read Furioso.

209 „ 28, for he, read Mr. Bates.

210 „ 16, for cross, read cress.

„ 211 „ 16, for first g., read 6?/.

,217 -, 4, for at, read to.

217 „ 16, for blank, read MacX-.

243 „ 20, for poetiy the, Tea.d poetry and.

244 „ 6, for premium, read pre-eminence.

272 „ 16, for Bunse, read Bunsen.

276 22, for work, read mark.



KEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE

:

PRINTED AT THE "NORTH OF ENGLAND FARMER" OFFICE,

CLAYTON STREET.







MR. THOS. BELL'S HERD
AT

BROCKTON HOUSE, ECCLESHALL, STAFFORDSHIRE,

WILL BE SOLD BY AUCTION,
ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th, 1871,

BY JOHN THORNTON.

Since the year 1839 Mr. Thos. Bell has been a breeder

of Shorthorns
;
previous to that time and during a portion

of it he lived and farmed under the late Mr. Bates at

Kirklevington, having the use, like all the tenantry

around the estate, of the Kirklevington buUs. In 1851

he removed to Bickerstaffe, Lancashire, and a few years

since to Brockton House. The animals now for sale, with

a few exceptions, are all bred from stock that was reared

for several generations, but unrecorded, at Kirklevington,

and which inherit largely the blood of that far-famed and

much-desired stock. Occasionally animals were sold from

the herd when at Bickerstaffe, and have since risen

immensely in the estimation of the public ; the great

demand there is at present for the Kirklevington tribe,

which Mr. Bell sold to Mr. Harvey, may be quoted as an

instance, whilst others have found their way into herds

containing the most fashionable blood. Several animals

are of the Place, Georgiana, and other well-known tribes
;

to which first-class bulls have been used, viz., Fourth

Duke of Oxford 11387, Earl of Glo'ster 21644, and Second

Duke of Wetherby 21618. Most of the cows and heifers

are in calf to Capt. Gunter's Eighth Duke of York, of the

celebrated Duchess blood, who will be included in the

sale. Several of the calves are bv this noted young sire.
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