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JOHX YOUNG.

In making np the memorial annals of Ionia county no record would be

complete that did not carry fitting mention of the life and services to this

comnnniity of the late John Young, who for more than forty years was

(jne of Ionia's best-known and most enterprising merchants. John Young
was born in Otsego county. New \'ork, March 5. 1832, son of Jacob and

Esther ( Ward ) Young, the former a native of New York state and the

latter of Massachusetts, who later moved to Elmira, New York, and thence

to Fainted Post, in Steuben county, same state. When a boy, John \'oung
learned the tinner's trade, although his mother was very desirous that he

i>ecome a .Methodist minister. His advantages in the way of schooling were

limited, but he was a diligent student a:id possessed a marvelously retentive

memory, thus becoming a very well-informed man. He memorized the

entire Bible, and in his early manhood associated much with ministers and

was a frecpient exhorter at meetings. He engaged in the tinning business,

Inu presently became a lumberman, sending logs down the Susquehanna

river, but finding that venture unprofitable gave it up and in September,

1857. he then being twenty-five years of age, came to Michigan and settled

in Ionia.

Upon locating at Tonia, John Young entered the employ of the Sloan

tin-shop and was there engaged as a tinsmith for two years, at the end of

which time he opened a shop of his own. The year after coming to Ionia,

Mr. \'oung married and from the very beginning of his business venture

hi'^ affairs prospered, the tin shop ])resently developing into a hardware store

and in the latter business Mr. 'SOung remained engaged the rest of his life,

soon coming to be recognized as one of the most substantial and influential

merchants in the town. Twice his store was destroyed I)y fire, once in i860

and again in 1865, Init, nothing daunted by these backsets, he rebuilt and

went right ahead. Mr. Young was an ardent Democrat and took a warm

interest in local political affairs, but never was an office seeker. He con-

tinued activelv engaged in business to the time of his death, June 24, 1003,

having thus been continuously engaged as a merchant in Tonia for ff)rty-

(3a)
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tliree years, ami the lousiness which he left is now being successfully carried

on by his two sur\i\ing sons. Frederick and John Young, among Ionia's

best-known and most progressive merchants.

John Young was an earnest member of the Episcopal church, as is his

widow, and their children were reared in that faith, the family ever l^eing

devoted to local good works. Mr. ^'oung had been a witness to the develop-

ment of Ionia from a straggling backwoods village to a pretentious, modem

city, and had done well his part in promoting that ilevehipment along all

proper lines. When he arrived there in 1857 the Cirand Trunk had just

finished their line to Ionia, then the terminus of that road. There were only

two brick residences in the place and two brick store buildings. A log cabin

stood right across tlie street from the present Young store and where the

librar\ now is situated there was then an unsightly mud hole, which not long-

afterward was drained and converted into a potato patch. Deer frequently

were seen in the neighborhood and one day, not long after Air. Young's

arri\al, a bear came lumbering down into the village nut of the woods on

the highland now the north section of the city. h"or many years afterward

Indians used to come into the village, riding "Indian tile" on their ponies.

Though such scenes long have ]xissed, thex- are still \ivid in the memory of

Mrs. Young, whose mind is a veritable storehouse of knowledge regarding

the growth and development of the citv which has been her home ever since

1857-

On J;uuiar\- 1, 1S58. the year after his arri\al in Ionia, that John

Young was united in marriage there to Mary Jane Sheets, who was born in

Licking county, Ohio, Jul\' J, 1838, daughter of Hezekiah and Elizabeth

(Glosser) Sheets, both natives of Marylruid. the former born in the city

of Baltimore and the latter at (''rederick. I iezcki.-ih Sheets died w hen his

daughter, Mary Jane, was three years old and his widow moved to Knox

countv, Ohio, v.herc she si)ent the rest of her life. When she was ten years

old, Marv lane Sheets went to Ii\e with her mother's brother and the hitter's

wife, whn had Inst three children ot their nwn, and she grew to wninjuihndd

under their care. In \^^/ she came ti> bmia nn a \isit to a married si.ster

who had located hei-e. but after meeting Jnhn ^'llung had no desire to

return to Ohio .and their marriage followed shoi't]\- after. To tliat union

four children were horn, nameh': George (.'lanc\' ^'oung, who married Ger-

trude \vers and was associated in business with his father at Ionia until

his death at the age of thirty-nine years in 1808; Frederick Young, who

married Theresa Janderno.i and is in the hardware business established b\-

his father and with which he was connected for \-ears before the l.itter's
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deatli ; John, who married \ erona I.eweyllen. and is also in the hardware

business established by his father ; and Esther, who married Edward R.

Bailev. one of the ]jroi)rietors of the Bailey House in Ionia at that time,

wlio later ojjeratetl the I'ike summer ta\ern at 'ro])enalx'e on Mnllctl lake.

this state, and who died on Deeember 3. 1914. survived by his widow and

one son, John E.. who are continuing:- the hotel business at Topenabee.

Edward R. Ilailey was born in Ionia on March 18, 1863, son of Lemah

and ixachel { Klink ! Bailey, the former a native of \\'ayne county, New

^'ork. who for a time was engaged in the hotel business at Cleveland, Ohio,

and who came to Michigan in 1852. oi)ening a grocery store and restaurant

at Ionia, which he conducted until his establishment was destroyed by fire in

1861. after which lie engaged in the hotel business until 1864, when be

rebuilt his store room and again engaged in the grocery business, but after

he was burned out there a second time in 1865 he bought the Runyan House

and later bought the old Eagle hotel, changed the name of the same to the

Bailev House and continued its projirietor for thirty-three years. He dieil

in 1891 and his widow died in 1897. After the death of the elder Bailey

his sons. Edward K. and Herbert Bailey, continued the business until 1896,

when Ivlwanl K. Bailev took hold of the I'ike summer tavern and was

thus engaged the rest of his life, becoming very successful in that business.

The Bailevs had their origin in luigland, a father and three sons having

emigrated to this country in colonial days, settling at Rutland, Vermont,

where all save Oliver Bailey met death during the Revolutionary War.

Oliver Bailev, father of Leman Bailey, later moved to Wayne county, New

York, where he spent the rest of his life. He had another son, Ephraim

Bailev. who came to ^Michigan many years ago and was cared for by a son

until his death, at the age of ninety years.

JUDGE FRANK D M HANTS

Judge 1-Vank D. M. Davis, judge of the Ionia circuit court, who has

held that honorable position since 1892 and who enjoys the unusual dis-

tinction of having been twice re-elected without opix)sition. as the nominee

of both dominant parties, is a native of Buffalo, New York, having l)een

lx)rn on April 9, 1854, son and only child of Evan M. and Ellen A. (Will-

iams) Davis, both natives of Oneida county, New York, who died at Ionia,

this countv, the latter in 1853 and the former in 1865.
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Evan Al. I )avis was the sun of Maltliew Dax'is and wife. nati\'es ui

Wales, who had settled in Oneida county. New Vurk. where the former

was a miller. He learned the painter's trade and followed that all his life.

He married Ellen A. Williams, daughter of Edward and Mary (Jones)

Williams, also natives of Wales, who had settled in Oneida county. New

York, farming people, both of whom lived to advanced ages. In 1854,

Evan M. Davis and wife came West and located at Ionia, where Airs. Davis

died the following year. Mr. Davis later went to Oshkosh, Wisconsin,

where he resided for a time, l)ut in i83() returned to Ionia, where he died

in 1865. He had been reared as a Congregationalist, Ixit later became an

earnest adherent of the church of the Seventh-Day Adventists.

Left an orphan at the age of twelve years, Frank D. M. l)a\is has made

his own way in the world ever since. He worked at farm labor in Mont-

calm and Ionia counties until he was sixteen years old, meanwhile applying

himself to his studies dining the winters in the schools of Ionia and Green-

ville, displaying such aptitude in that direction that at. sixteen he received

a license to teach in the public schools of this county and was engaged in

teaching for several years. In the meantime he had been applying his

leisure to the study of the law and in 1875, he then l)eing twenty-one years

of age, was admitted to the bar. Upon being thus qualified to practice his

chosen profession, Mr. Davis opened an office at Saranac, this county, and

was there engaged in practice until the time of his election to the office of

prosecuting attorney for this judicial district, in 1880, in which year he

moved to Ionia, where he ever since has resided. I-'or eight years he served

as prosecutor and then served one term as mayor of Ionia, and in i8q2 was

elected, as the nominee of the i'Je])ublican party, judge of this juilicial cir-

cuit. So admirably has Judge Davis discharged the duties of his official

position that he has been retained on the bench of this circuit ever since.

Previous to his election to the office of prosecuting attorney. Judge Davis

had served as a justice of the ]ieace in Pxislon township and had also sor\cd

as court commissioner.

On .August 6. 1874. I'Vank I ). M. l)a\is was united in marriage to

Ellen A. Strong, who was born at Niles, this state, October 7, 1855, daugh-

ter of Noble D. and Rozilla M. (Potter) Strong, natives of New York, the

former of whom was born near .\uliurn and the latter near Herkimer, pio-

neers of Ionia county, both now dead, and who were the parents of five

children, Emory F., Etta A.. Ellen A.. Elva R. and Carrie A. Noble D.

.Strong was the second in order of liirtli of the six children born to his par-
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ents, Isaac Strong and wife, natives of New York state, who spent their

lives in the Auburn neighborhood, the other children of that family having
been Levi, Samuel, Norman, Isaac and Henry. His wife was the first-born

of the five children of Francis and Heziah (Frost) Potter, natives of New
York state, who came from the Herkimer neighborhood to be pioneers in

Ionia county, the other children of that familv having been Bianca, Elmira,

William and Elvira.

To Frank D. M. and Ellen A. (Strong) Davis two children have been

born, Elbert M. and Elva R. Elbert M. Davis was graduated from the

Ionia high school, after which he entered Olivet College and later the Detroit

College of Law, from which he was graduated, after which he engaged in

practice at Ionia and became very successful. In 1914 he was appointed

assistant general counsel of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad Company
and since then has made his home at Grand Rapids. He married Marian

Morse, daughter of Judge Morse, of Ionia, a biographical sketch of whom
is presented elsewhere in this volume. IMiss I'^lva Davis is a graduate of

the Michigan Agricultural College at Lansing and is now operating a large

green-house at Ionia. Judge and Mrs. Davis have a beautiful home at 146

Lafayette street, in Tonia, where they have lived for nearly a quarter of a

centurv. Judge Davis is a Royal Arch Mason, a Knight Templar and a

member of Saladin Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the

Mvstic Shrine, and is also an Odd Fellow and "a member of the Knights of

Pythias, in the affairs of which organizations he takes a warm interest.

MAJOR THOMAS G. STEVENSON.

Major Thomas G. Stevenson, secretary-treasurer of the Peoples Mutual

F"ire Insurance Comi)any of Ionia, veteran of the Civil War, a former news-

paper editor of Ionia and for years actively identified with the Inisiness and

social interests of that city, is a native of Ionia and has lived there almost

all his life. He was born at Ionia on July 26, 1842, son of John and Jean

(Brown) Stevenson, the former a native of luigland and the latter of

Scotland, early settlers in tlii> county and for years inlluenlial residents

of Ionia.

John Stevenson was reared in England and in 1831, crossed the Atlantic,

settling in Montreal, where he married Jean iirown. who was I)om at

Abbotsford, Scotland, within sight of the did lunne of Sir Walter Scott,
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and who had come to America witli her hrotlier. setthng in Montreal. In

1836 John Stevenson and his wife came over into Michigan and settled in

the then village of Lyons, being among the earliest settlers of the Grand

River valley, soon after moving to Ionia. They were earnest members of

tiie Methodist church and from the beginning of their residence in this

county were accounted as among the leaders in all good works hereabout.

Mrs. Stevenson died on February 17, 1883. Mr. Stevenson survived his

wife about seven years, his death occurring in 1890. Their second son,

Thomas G. Stevenson, grew to manhood in Ionia, receiving his elementary

education in the i)ul)lic schools of that cit\-. He early took an interest in

newspaper work and by the time he was eighteen years of age, In' working

during vacations and after school hours in the office of the Ionia Ca::c'ttc,

had earned enough money to pay his way through a course of two years of

study in the Ypsilanti Seminary, in preparation for entrance to the State

University, but his plans for a higher education were interrupted by the

outbreak of the Civil War.

At the age of twenty years Thomas G. Stevenson enlisted in Company

A, Twenty-first Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and was imme-

diately a])pointed sergeant-major of that regiment. In less than a year he

had been successfully advanced in rank from second lieutenant to first

lieutenant and then to captain of his company. He was with the regiment

in the battles of I'erryville, Stone's Ri\er. Chickamauga, .Kveraslioro and

Bentonviile and in numerous minor engagements and skirmishes. When

General Sherman's army cut loose from its base of supplies and started on

its historic sweep through Georgia, Captain Stevenson was apjjointed

adjutant-general of a newly organized l>rig;ide and served thus on the march

to the sea and on up through the Carnlinas to Washington, where he partici-

pateil in tiie Grand Review, and upon l>cing mustered out at the close of the

war was brevetted major for meritorious service.

Upon the completion of his military service Major Stevenson returned

to his home at Ionia and in May, 1866, in association with an old school-

mate and army comrade, ("apt. J. C. Taylor, began the publication of the

Ionia Sentinel, a weekly journal, through the columns of which for twenty

years he advocated the principles of the Republican party, during which

time he became one of the best-known newspaper editors in Michigan. 0.n

Inly 4, 1892, Major Stevenson purchased the Marshall Statesiiuiii. one of

the oldest Republican newspapers in Alichigan, and for years published that

paj>er, selling the .same in 1896. The year previously, in 1895, at the annual
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meeting of the xMichigan State Press -Vs.sociation. held at Benton Harbor,
Major Stevenson was elected vice-president of the association and accom-

panied his editorial brethren on the association's memorable trip tlown the

St. Lawrence river to Alontreal, thence to the White Mountains; and in the

following winter accompanied the editorial party which made the trip to

New Orleans, where the editors were paid special attentions by the city offi-

cials and the Mardi Gras directors, the etlitorial excursionists then proceed-

ing on into Mexico, spending several days in the land of the Montezumas,

receiving distinguished attentions from President Diaz and high oliticials of

the republic of the south.

For ten years during his connection with the "fourth estate," Major
Stevenson had been largely interested, in ct)nnection with others, in wool

growing in Colorado and at one time he and his associates had ten thousand

sheep on their ranges. Three years before buying the Marslmll Statesman,

Major Stevenson had been elected secretary-treasurer (if the Peoples Mutual

Fire Insurance Company of Ionia and since selling his paper in 1896 has

devoted his undivided time to the afTairs of that progressive and i)rosperous

organization. When Major Steven.son took charge of the insurance com-

pany's office the company had a membership of 861 and was carrying an

insured risk of $1,154,205. The current annual report of the condition of

the company shows a membership of 5.250. with insured risks of $7,750,000.

Major Stevenson has l)een a Republican since the day he cast his first vote

for Abraham Lincoln on Lookout Mountain in Tennessee in 1864, and has

since remained firm in the faith. In 191 1 Major Stevenson was appointed

by Governor Oslwrn a memljer of the board of managers of the Michigan
state soldiers' home and still occupies th;it responsible position. He is a

member of the Grand .\rmy of the Republic and for years has taken an

interest in the affairs of that patriotic order. He also is a member of the

fraternal association, the Royal Arcanum.

On June 24. 1874. Major Thomas G. Stevenson was united in mar-

riage to Hannah ('. Pilanchard. who was born at Lyons, this county, daughter
of John C. and Harriet .\. ("Brewster) Blanchard, for years numbered

among the most pronn'nent ;uk1 influential residents of Ionia, further refer-

ence to whom is made elsewhere in this volume. Mrs. Stevenson is a mem-

ber of the Methodist church, of the W'oman's Christian Temperance Union

and of the Home Missionary Societ)', in the affairs of all of which organ-

izations she takes a warm interest, assisting the Major in such measures as

thev approve for the general ad\ancemcnt of local social and cultural condi-
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tions. Major and Mrs. Stevenson reside in the old Blanchard home, a

sandstone residence erected by the late John C. Blanchard in 1880, one of
the handsomest and most substantial houses in Ionia, occupying broad

grounds extending from Main street to Adams street.

HON. FRANK C. MILLER.

Hon. Frank C. Miller, present city attorney of Ionia, is one of the best-

known and most successful lawyers in Central Michigan, former member
of the Legislature from this district, ex-mayor of Ionia, former assistant

attorney-general of the state, ex-city treasurer and alderman, and has also
served as assistant prosecuting attorney of the county. Mr. Miller in addi-
tion to looking after his extensive law practice has been largely interested
m luml)ering and farming, and for years has been active in the promotion of
the varied interests in which he is financially interested and the public inter-

ests as well. He is essentially a "self-made" man. Though he admits he
IS possessed of certain ideas .somewhat peculiar tu him.self, he thoroughly
accords to every other man the right to think as he may please. He has

spent the greater part of his life in the city of Ionia and the record of his

career is an open book.

Frank C. Miller was born at Burlington, Iowa. November J4, i860.

His father was a native of Germany and his mother a "down east Yankee"
from Connecticut. His father died while he was still a young man and his

mother, who.se maiden name was Rachael .Steele, died mi i-'ebruarv _>S. ii)iC).

He grew up and spent his boyhood days in Kent. Clinton and bmia counties,
where he attended the country schools until he was fourteen years of age.
From early childhood he became inured to hard work ui)on the farm and
later in llie lumber woods, and he looks back with pride updii the fact that

when he was fifteen years of age he worked seven months upon the f.arm

m the township of Riley, Clinton county, Michigan, receiving six dollars

])er nioiiih lor lii^ l.ibor ;md that from his wages of se\-en months' service he
.saved and took home to his mother the sum of tbirtv-live dollars. There-
after, for some years, he worked upon the farm in summer and .attended tlie

country .school during winter. Although he did not neglect his studies while

working upon the farm, but s]ient every sp.are moment with his books—they
were his constant comp;uiions. ;ui(l he c:\vvd little or nothing for the ])leas-

nres which other boys of iiis age usualK engaged in, lie recalls the f.ict
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that he received his third reader when he was nine years old and reail it

from cover to cover the first night he had it in the house, and he stiU has

this same hook in his possession.

He was sixteen years okl when he located in Ionia county; and alter

attending the countr_\- schools during winters, he took a further course in

the Ionia high school, after which he began teaching school, in which pro-

fession he was thus engaged for several years ;
meanwhile he had made up

his mind that he wtmld slud\- law and during the school vacations he applied

himself to the study of the law in the office of Morse, Wilson & Trowbridge,

of which Judge Allen B. Morse was the senior meml)er. Mr. Miller was

admitted to the bar on September 6, 1886, since which time he has been

almost continually engaged in the practice of his chosen profession at bmia.

Michigan, and has taken high rank at the bar.

In addition to looking after his extensi\-e practice, Mr. Miller has given

nuich time to the public service, b'or se\eral years he was assistant prose-

cuting attorney of the count\- : has served the cit\' as alderm.in, city treasurer

and mayor and is now ser\'ing his third consecutive term as city attorney.

He was elected on the Republican ticket to represent the Ionia district in

the lower house in the Michigan Legislature during the forty-fifth session

of that body— kjoq-lo, and declined a re-mimination. For years Mr. Miller

has given his most thoughtful attention to the political affairs of the city,

county and state. For many years lie has been a member of the Ionia county

Republican committee, serving as secretar\- of that t)rganiatizon four \ears,

and has repeatedh' been chairman (jf the city committee of the same party.

Diligent in business. Mr. Miller has prospered, as he deserves to prosper,

and he is now the owner of a fine home, several houses, fanus, and a large

tract of timber land. For three years he was engaged in lumbering in the

Upper Penin.sula and at one time was the owner of about two thousand

acres of land, a part of which he subsequently lumbered off or sold.

On Februarv 23. 1887, bVank C. Miller was united in marriage to Sarah

J. Reid, daughter of John and Dt'borah (Rathbun) Reid. Her father was

a native of Scotland and ninther of \ew ^'o^k, both of whom spent (heir

last days at the home of their daughter in Ionia. Mrs. Miller being now the

sole survivor of that family. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have no children. They

are meml>ers of the Church of Christ fDisciples) of which .Mr. Miller is a

deacon and they take great interest in the various societies connected with

the church activities. Mr. Miller is a prominent Mason, high priest of the

Ionia chapter, member of the council and commandery of that order, and
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is also a member of the local lodge of Elks, the Royal Arcanum. ^Modern

Woodmen, and the Knights and Ladies of Security, with the national board

of which latter organization he was connected for eight vears as national

trustee, and takes an active interest in the affairs of these \arious organ-
izations. His has, indeed, ijeen a bus\- life.

HERBERT B. WEBBER.

Herbert B. Webber, president of the National liank of Ionia, who has

been connected with the banking interests of that city practically since boy-

hood, beginning under the direction of his father, the Hon. .\. J. Webber,

one of the pioneer Ijankers of this part of the state, and who also was

largely identified with many important enterprises in and about Ionia, is

a native of the great Empire state, having been born in Elmira, New York,

October 31, iS6j, son of /Vndrew Jackson and Mary C (.-Vbbey) Webber,

the former a native of Vermont and the latter of New York state, for man\-

years prominent residents of Ionia, and the latter of wlmui died at the age

of eighty years.

Andrew J. Webber was the si.xth in order of birth of the nine chil-

dren born to his parents, Andrew Jackson Webber and wife, prominent
residents of Elmira, New Y'ork, the others being Lorenzo, Azro, George W.,

Samuel W., Oscar, Sophia, Lucinda and Jennie. He was well reared amid

e.KCellent surroundings, receiving a good education and a competent busi-

ness training. In 1857, attracted liy the [lossibilities then presented m the

lumber woods of this section of Michigan, he came to this state, locating at

Lyons, in this county, and for some years was successfully engaged in lum-

bering, his principal operations being confined to the Manistee country in

Mecosta county. In the meantime he had luarried. but did not mo\e his

family to Ionia until iSjo, by which time he had become one of the most

prominent ,-uid iiil]uenti;il men in this part of the state. In .-iddition \u his

e>ctensi\'e luml)er interests he also was identified with nnpurtant in;muf;u

luring enterprises herealiDUt, owned a ciinsidcr;ible stretch nl' farm Liiid

and was one of the early bankers of Ionia. Mr. Webber was a Republican
and took an acti\c part in local political affairs, sexeral times l)eing elected

mayor of Ionia, and .also rei)resented this district in the Legislature several

terms, during which service he became one of the best-known factors of his

party in the state. In his |;iter years the lion, \ndrew J. Webber pr.ac-
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tically retired from his luinierous Ijusiiiess connections in this county and

moved to Detroit, where he died at tlie age of seventy-two years. His wife

was born in New York state, daughter of Jonathan Abbey and wife, botii

natives of that same state, the latter of whom lUed when coniparatixely a

yovmg woman, leaving six children, Sarah, Carrie, Alary t ., Antoinette and

Charles F. In his declining years Jonathan Alibey came to Miciiigan and

located at Ionia, where he spent the rest of his life. To the Hon. .\ndre\v j.

and Mary C. (Abbey) Webber four chiklreu were born, namely; Herbert

B., the subject of this sketch; (ieorge H., also of loma ; Charles 11., of I'orl-

land, Oregon, and Marie .\.. who married Edward A. Fiske and lives at

San Juan Bautista, California.

Herbert B. \\'el)ber was eight years old when his parents located iii

Ionia and he has been a resident of that city ever since. He received his

elementary education in the public schools of that city, supijlementing the

same by a course at the Michigan Military Academy at Orchard Lake, ;ifter

which he entered the service of the Second National Bank of Ionia, as col-

lection clerk, and has been continuously connected with the banking interests

of that city e\er since. In iS.Si Herbert B. Webber assisted his father in

the organization of a ])ri\ate bank at Ionia, under the firm name of .\. J.

Webber & Son, which bank was engaged in business for hve years, at the

end of which time it was discontinued, Herbert B. Webber then l)eing

elected cashier of the Second National I>ank of Ionia, of which his father

and George W. Webber were the principal owners. He continued that con-

nection until the expiration of the l)ank's charter, after which George W.

and Andrew -J. W'ebljer organized a private bank as a .successor to the Second

National Bank, under the name of Webber Brothers, Bankers, which in.sti-

tution was continued until i8(j(). in which year Herbert 1!. Webber organ-

ized the National Bank of Ionia, capita! stock, fifty thousand dollars, and

was elected president of the new financial institution, a jiosition he has ever

since occupied, the other officers of the bank being W. II. Mathsin and

Ilerl)ert K. Powell, vice-presidents, and J. 11. Smith, cashier.

In addition to his extensive banking interests, Mr. W'ebber is also

actively identified with numerous important enter])rises in and about Ionia

and is regarded as one of the most influential men of affairs in this section

of the state. I "or twenty-five years he has acted as treasurer of the Mich-

igan state hospital at Ionia; is president of the Ionia Gaslight and Coke

("ompany: secretary-treasurer and general manager of the Hayes-Ionia

Company; a director of the Belding-Hall Company, of Belding, this county.
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manufacturers of refrigerators, one of the largest concerns of its kind in

the country, and also owns a fine farm of two hundred and seventy-five

acres three and one-half miles east of Ionia, in the operation of which he

takes much interest. Mr. Webber is a Republican and for years has taken

a good citizen's interest in the political affairs of the county, long having

been regarded as one of the leaders of the party in this section, but has

never been as aspirant for public ofifice.

On March 2, 1885, Herbert B. Webber was united in marriage to Mary
Ella Vander Heyden, who was liorn at Detroit, this state, December 17,

1866, daughter of William H. and Emily E. (Wood) Vander Heyden, the

former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of New York state, who

were the parents of four children. William H., Mary Ella, Dora E. and

Fred H. William H. Vander Heyden died in ic)i2, at the age of seventy-

two years, and his widow is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Webber take an

earnest interest in the various social acti\ities of their home town and have

many friends in Ionia and thruughuut tiie county generally. Mr. Webber

is a Mason, a member of Ionia Lodge No. 36, of that order, at Ionia; a

member of the chapter and the commandery of the same order and is an

active member of Saladin Temple, .\ncient Arabic Order of the Nobles of

the Mystic Shrine, ;it (jrand Rapitls. He also is a member of the Ionia

lodges of the Elks, the Modern Woodmen of America and of the Knights
of the Maccabees and in the affairs of all these several organizations takes

a warm interest.

GEORGE \\\ POTTER.

George W. Potter, secretary-treasurer and general manager of the

l'"armers C"o-0[)crative ( "reamery Company, of Saranac, this county, a well-

to-do landowner in that neighborhood and one of the most enterprising and

])ublic-spirited men in the coniniunilw is a nati\e son of Ionia countv and

has lived here all his life. He was born on a farm in Kccm- township, this

county, July i_', 1863, son of Charles !\T. and Celia A. (Taylor) Potter, the

f(3rmer a nati\e of the state of Xew ^'o^k and the latter of Connccticin. who

became ])ionccr residents of this comit\-, where their last da\-s were spent.

Charles M. Potter was born in Xew ^'ork state, but was reared in

Hartford. Connecticut, in which city he married Celia A. Taylor, who was

bom there. .\ year after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Potter came to Mich-

igan and settled in loni;i county. Charles M. Potter bought a farm in
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Keene township and became one of the most substantial and influential

residents of that community, living there the rest of his life, his death occur-

ring in 1907. To him ;ui(l his wife eight children were l)orn, ti\e ol wluim

are still living, those l)esides George W. being as follow: W'iUiam 1!., a

grocer at Grand Rapids, this state; I'Ldwin .M.. who now owns ami li\es on

the old home farm of one hundred and t\\cnt\ acres in Keene township:

Emma Genia, wife of Homer Cutter, of Grand Rapids, and Mrs. .Slcll.i

Kinriey, a widow, of Chicago.

George \V. Potter was reared on the paternal farm in Keene town^iii]),

this county, receiving .his elementary education ni the ]mlilic school in the

neighborhood, supplementing the same by a course ni the liusiness college

at Ionia, after which he entered seriously upon the work of farming and

became the owner of an excellent farm of eighty-eight acres. In 1907 he

left the farm and engaged in the hardware business at Saranac. continuing

thus engaged for three years, at the end of which time he sold his h.ardware

store and engaged in the drug business. Three years later he returnctl to

the farm and for two years took active management of his place. On

September 28, 1914, he became connected with the co-o])erative creamery

at Saranac in his present capacity as secretary-treasurer and general man-

ager and has ever since been thus engaged, during which time he has done

much to advance the general interests of that progressive and nourishing

concern. I\Ir. Potter was one of the original stockholders of the creamery

company and is one of the directors of the s.ime. He also is a stockholder

in the Saranac State Bank and for years has given his best attention to all

measures designed to advance the interests of his home community. Mr.

Potter is a Democrat and has twice served as treasurer of Boston township.

He also served one term as highway commissioner of that townshi]) and in

other ways has demonstrated his interest in |nii>lic affairs. The co-operative

creamery at Saranac is one of the best established and most thriving con-

cerns of the kind in this part of the state and does a large annu.d business,

being very popular with the many dairy farmers in that section. The pres-

ident of the company is Martin K. Jepson ; vice-president, George Hill, of

Orleans township, and secretary-treasurer and general manager. George W.
Potter.

On June 6. 1888, George W. Potter was united in m;irriage to Esther

Ellison, who was l)orn in Easton township, this county, and to this union

four children have been born, namely: Belle, who died aged one year:

Courtland M., bom on .August 22, 1890, a graduate of the Saranac high
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school and tlie .Michigan State Xormal School at Ypsilanti, who is now-

engaged as a teacher in the state school at Owatonna, Minnesota: Aylmer,

October 8. 189-, a graduate of the Saranac high school, who is married and

now operating the home farm in Boston township, and Charles H., Septem-

ber 22, 1900, a student in the Saranac high school. The Potters long have

taken an active interest in the general social affairs of tkeir home commu-

nity and are regarded as among the leaders in the general life of the vicinity.

Mr. Potter is the present master of P)Oston Lodge No. 146, Free and Accepted

Masons, serving his second term as such; and both he and his wife are

members of the Order of the Eastern Star. Mr. Potter also is a member

of Saranac Lodge No. 168, Independent Order of Odd b^ellows, and of the

local "tent" of the Knights of the Maccabees, and in the affairs of all of

these organizations takes a warm interest.

ADAM FENDER.

.\dani I'ender, a well-known and progressive farmer of Sebawa town-

ship, this county, supei*visor of that township and chairman of the county

board of supervisors, owner of a fine farm situated on rural route No. 3.

out of Lake Odessa, and for years actively identified with the aft'airs of

that neighborhood, is a native of Ohio, but has lived here e\er since he was

twenty years old. having located here at the close of his service in the Union

army during the Civil War. He was born in Putnam county, Ohio, October

9. 1845, son of Jacob and Rebecca ( Kirkendall) Fender, the former a native

of Germany and the latter of Ohio, who in 1865 came to Michigan and

settled in Barry county, where their last days were spent.

Jacob Fender was trained to the trade of a blacksmith in his native

land. .\t the conclusion of his three vears of military service, at the age

of twenty-three )ears. be came to the L'uited States and presently made his

way into Ohio, where he married Rei)ecca Kirkend.ill, who was born in

Columbiana county, that stale. 'rhe\- made their home in Putnam county,

same state, where they resided until i8()3, in which year they came to Mich-

igan with iheir famib' and settled on a fariu in section 13, W'oodland tow'n-

ship, Barry county, where the\' s|ient the remainder of their lives. Jacob
Fender's death occurring in .\pril. 1S71. He and his wife w-ere the jiarents

of eight children, of whom six are now lixing and the eldest of whom is
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the subject of tliis sketch, the i)thers being as follow: Daniel, of Lake

Odessa, this county; i'liias U., who continues to li\e in Putnam county, ()lnt>;

Peter, of Sunheld, in the neighboring count}' of Eaton; \ an, also a resi-

deiu of Eaton count}-, and Louis P., a resident of Costa ccninly, this state.

Adam Pender was reared on a farm in Putnam county, Uhio, and nn

February 24, i<S65, enlisted for serxice in the Union army, during the con-

tinuance of the Civil War, jn Conipan} K, One Hundred and liighty-l'iflh

Regiment, Ohio \ olunteer Infantry, troni which conmKuul he was mustered

out on June 29, following, the war then being at an end. That year his

parents moved to Michigan and he accompanied them, he then being tw-enty

years of age. He assisted his father in the developn-ient of the home farm

in Parry county and remained at home until after his father's death. In

the spring of 1873, he then being twenty-seven years of age, .\dam I'ender

came over into Ionia county and bought the farm on which he now lives.

He erected on that place a log cabin and the next year married, and he and

his wife set up housekeeping in the cabin and established tiieir home there.

-Mr. h'ender is an excellent farmer and his affairs presently began to prosper,

it being not very long until he was able to erect a new and very much more

con-ifortable and ctjnmiodious home on his place. Mr. ['"ender has not onl\-

done well in his farming operations, but he has liecome interested ii-i varion.^

other enterprises in and al)out his home neighborhood and is one of the

stockholders of the Farmers and Merchants I'ank of Lake Odessa. He also

has taken an active part in local political affairs for years and has l>een

elected supervisor of Sebawa township for nineteen consecutive terms, now

serving his second term as chairman of the countv l)oard of supervisors,

l-'or tw-el\-e years also Mr. b'ender ser\ed as justice of the peace in and for

Seijawa townshii) and in other ways has done his part in lix-al governmental
affairs.

On June y, 1874, .\dani Fender was united in marriage to Louisa

Switzer. who w-as born in Wyandot count}-, ( )hio. anfl who came to Mich-

igan with her jjarents in the f;dl of 1866, and to (his union eight children

have been liorn, four of whom are li\-ing. as follow': Warren P.. Dora M.,

wife of Harry ?>. Everest ; X. I'".., of Odes.sa township, and Ray. born on

(•"ebruary 10. and is umnarried and li\-es at Jionie. Mr. Fender is a member
of Samuel Gm-nell Post No. 283, Craiid Army of the Republic, and takes

a warm interest in the affairs of that patriotic organization. He also is

a member of West Sebawa Lodge No. 282, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and is past noble grand of that organization.
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HON. W ALTER VEOAIANS.

The Hon. Walter Veomans, former state senator from this district, a

well-known and substantial retired farmer of this county and a former

banker, who has been successfull\- engagetl in the rcaP-estate and loan busi-

ness in Ionia since 1893, '^"^ ^^ ^^'^^ best-known and must progressive busi-

ness men in this part of the state, is a native son of Ionia coimty, ha sing-

been born on a pioneer farm within a mile of where he now' lives in Ionia,

February 13. 1848, son of the Hon. .Sanford A. and Abigail (Thompson)
Veomans, earlv settlers ni this cmintw the former of whom came here with

his parents, Erastus Veomans and wife, when sixteen years old, from Xew
Y'ork state, a member of the Dexter colonv which settled in the center of

the county in 1833, and thus became the nucleus around which i)resently

gathered the settlemenl vxhich gradually grew into the now flourishing city

of Ionia. Erastus Veomans was the first postmaster of the village and one

of the first associate judges of the county, for many years taking a prom-
inent i)art in the affairs incident to the de\"elopment of this now well-estal>

lishecl and thri\ing commonwealth. His son, Sanford A., became ecpially

pronfinent in his day and was useful in man\' w'ays in giving proper forma-

tion to the growing community. He was an extensive landowner, served the

district for two terms m the Icwer house of the state Legislature and was a

member of the convention called to re\ise the Constitution of the state of

Michigan.

In a biographical sketch presented elsewhere in this \olume. relating to

Erastus '1. \ eom.ans, \etcran druggist at bmia, elder brother of the subject

of this .sketch, there is set out in frdl a history of this interesting family in

this county, to which the attention of the reader is called. judge Eraslus

Yeoinans was a fifer in the conijiany of Captain Morgan, in .Major Shoe-

maker's I'i.-itt.ilion, Xew \i<v]< Militi;!. during the War of l8i_', and nearly

twentv vcars after locating in this county received from the government a

patent assigning to him ;i tract of land in F.aston township, this county, as

a reward for such ser\ice. That iiatenl. which was signed by .Millard b'ill-

niore, Tresidenl of tlu' Cniled States, d;ite of Xovemlier 10, 1831. is now

in the ])ossession of judge ^'eomans' grandson. Walter ^'eom;uls. the sub-

ject of this sketch.

Walter Yeomans was reared on llu' home tarm in the outskirl'^ of the

growing village of Ionia, attending the district school and the Ionia high

school. He married when he was twenty years of age and his father gave

him a quarter ot a section of unimproved land in Ronald township, this
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county, where he estalilishccl his lioinc and proceeded to clear and develop

the farm. It was not long until Mr. \'eonians began to be recognized as

one of the most progressive and enter[)rising farmers of his neighborliiiod

and he prospered from the very beginning of his farming venture. He also

from the very start gave his close attention to the civic affairs of the com-

munity and during his long residence in Ronald township held various town-

ship offices, having lieeu super\isor, highwav commissioner, member of the

township lx)ard and justice of the peace. lie was also deeply interested in

the wider jx)litical affairs of the county and the state and was elected to

represent this district in the upper house of the Michigan General .Assembly,

his service in the Senate proving" so satisfactory to his constituents that he

was re-elected and thus served two terms, rendering valuable service in

behalf of the public. In 1893 Senator Yeomans retired from the farm,

turningf the same over to the direction of his eldest son. and moved to Tonia,

where he ever since has been engaged in the loan and real-estate business.

Tn addition to his extensive farming interests and political connection. Sena-

tor Yeomans also took an interest in various other forms of enterprise and

for some time was a director and vice-president of the First National Bank

of Tonia. of which his father was president at one time.

On Tnlv 2. 186S, Walter Yeomans was united in marriage to Jane

Herrick, who was i)orn near the town of Lafirange. in Lorain county,

Ohio. December 22, 1847, daughter of Harlow and I.aura .\nn ( Briggs)

Herrick, the former a native of Xew York state, born near Watertown.

and the latter of Massachusetts, early settlers in Ohio, who came to Michi-

gan in 1865. settling in Ionia county, where they spent the remainder of

their lives. Harlow Herrick, who became one of this county's be.st-known

citizens, died on Mav 31. 1891. then being nearly ninety years of age. His

widow lived to the great age of ninety-three years, her death occurring on

Februarv 10, i8()8. Thev were the jiarents of ten children, Helen, Rollin,

Harriet, Daniel. Oscar, .\nn, Byron, Ilemv, F-liza ;md Jane. Harlow Her-

rick was the son of Ania.sa and Polly (Robinson) Herrick, natives of New

York state, who were the parents of ten children, Timothy, F.lecta. F.lias.

Fannie, 7'hilo. f.aura. Amanda, Harlow, Dwight and Axie. His wife. Laura

Ann Briggs. was tin- daughter of I^zra and Polly C Jones) Briggs, natives

of Massachusetts, the former of whom was a .sea captain, as his father

before him had been, |)arents of eleven children, Sallie, Malinda, I'annie,

Pollv. .Abigail. Laura Ann, .\rdelia, .\ndrus. Isaiah, Allen, and one who

died in infancy.

(4^)
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To \\'alter and Jane ( Herrick) Yeotnans have been born four cliildren.

Byron A., luigene \\'., LeRoy C. and I'earl A. Byron A. 'S'eomans was

graduated from the Ionia liioli sclionl and for several terms was engaged as

a school teacher. Since i<So.i he has been manager of the home farm in

Ronald township, though he lives in town, his home Iving adjacent to his

father's home at 910 West Main street in Ionia, the old Thomas Cornell

mansion, erected in i<S55, but since largely remodeled by Senator Yeomans.

Byron A. Yeomans married, December 10, i8qo, Fannie AlcCarty, to which

unii)n three children ha\e been burn. Alfreda V., Walter J. and Rov Ciene.

luigene W . Yeomans, who is now located at Boise, Idaho, where he is

extensively engaged in the live-stock and real-estate business, married .Mice

B. Branstetter on July 11, IQ05, and has three children, \\'alter Eugene,

iVfary Charlotte and Clay H. LeRoy C. Yeom.-ms married Cecile Lenoir, a

young French woman, on Fel)ruary 21, i8og, anil is now living at Xewark,

New lersev, where he is engaged as a traveling; theatrical manager. Pearl .\.

^'eon^ans married Lucius Babcork. of I'.l Reno, Oklahoma, rmd has five chil-

dren, .San ford ^\'alter, Luc\' .\nn, Mar\- f;ine, Lucius and Herrick.

ELLIS W. DORIN.

h.llis W. Dorin, justice uf the peace, a well-known farmer and stock-

man of Sel)awa townshij), this count}', pro]>rietor of "Brookside Farm," con-

sisting of one hundred and three acres situated in section 24, four and one-

half miles northeast of Sunfield, on nnal route .\o. 2, out of that city, is a

native son of Ionia count\- and h;is li\ed lure all his life. He was born on

a farm in Lvons township, Xo\eml)er 5, 1N71, sou of lames and Elizalieth

(Johnson) l)orin, the former a nati\c of ( anada and the latter of the state

of Illinois, both of whom cune to .Michigan with ibeir respective parents in

the days of their childhood, the two f;nnilirs settling on adjoining farms in

Lyons township, this county.

James l)orin was born in Loudon, ( )iil;Lno. in .M,i\, 1S41, and came to

Michigan with his parents in 1K34, he then being about thirteen \'ears olcl.

Lie grew up on the homestead larm and in iSOi. when twent\' vears old,

married his neighbor, IClizabeth Johnson, who was born in Rockford, Illinois,

in 1845, 'i'"' ^^'i" ^^'"'^ about six years old when her parents settled on a farm

in Lyons tinvnship in iS;i, where she li\e(l until her marriage to lames

Dorin, she then being in her sixteenth \ear. lames 1 )orin and his wife
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Started life together on a small farm and there they reared their family.

They were the parents of fourteen children, of whom nine are now living,

namely: Mary, wife of Richaril Clark, of Arkansas; Frank, a farmer of

Lyons township, this county: Fred, who is li\ing in ("alifornia; Grace, wife

of James Roberts, of Ithaca, this state; I'-llis \\'.. the subject of this sketch;

Guy, a farmer of Orange township, this county; Flora, wife of Gharles

Morse, also of Orange township; Lavina, wife of Jesse Gurnsey, of Ionia

township, this county, and Susan, wife of Donald I'radley, of North Plains

township, this county. The mother of these children died in 1885.

Ellis W. Dorin was reared on the paternal farm in Lyons township and

received his early schooling in the district school in the neighlxjrhood of his

home. He was about fourteen years old when his mother died and after

that he started out working for himself, a portion of his wages going to

the support of the family, for his father had a large family of little children

and was not too well circumstanced at that time. On November 20, 1895,

Mr. Dorin was united in marriage to Gertrude (Vane, who was born in

Portland township, this county, in 1874, and who had grown to womanhood

on a farm in the neighborhood of the Dorin farm in Lyons township. .After

their marriage Ellis W. Dorin and wife established a home on a farm in

Portland township, where lliev li\ed until looC), in wliicb year they sold the

farm and mo\'ed over into Sebawa township, where thc\' bought the old

Brown farm and there have made their home ever since. In addition to his

general farming Mr. Dorin has given much attention to the raising of pure-

bred live stock run! bis Holstein cattle and Percheron horses have a wide

repulatidu in the neighborhood. His herd of Plolstcins is headed by

"Ypsiland Alajor De Kol 8<)7oo" and his Percheron sire is "Comet 99613,"

his stock thus being kejft u]> to high grade. Mr. Dorin is a Democrat and

for years has been looked u])on as one of the leaders of that party in his

part of the count\'. He is now serving as justice of the peace in and for

Sebawa township and in other ways has done his i)art in local governmental

affairs.

To I'^llis W. .'iiid (Icrtrude (Crane) Dorin four children ha\e been burn:

Josephine, a graduate of the Suntield high .scIk^oI ; Kenneth, a \ alual)le assist-

ant to his father on the home farm ; Wesley, nine years old, and iClizabeth,

seven years old. Mr. and .Mrs. Dorin are members of the .Sebawa .Methodist

Episcopal church and take an active interest in the various benelicences of the

same. Mr. Dorin is a member of Sebawa Lodge No. 351, Independent Order

of Odd I'-ellows, and he and his wife formerly were members of the Daughters

of Rel)ekah.
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MRS. SAMUEL E. TUCKER.

Mrs. Samuel E. Tucker, of Saranac, this county, widow of the late

Samuel E. Tucker, an honored veteran of the Civil War, who died at his

home in Saranac on November 20, 1914, after having lieen for years one

of the most actixe and progressive citizens of that neighborhood, is a daugh-
ter of David and Eliza (Goodnow) Livermore, pioneers of this section of

Michigan.

David Livermore was born in the state of \ crniDUt and I'.liza ( ioud-

now was born in New York state. They were married in the latter state

and in 1835 came to Michigan, locating at Shelby, in Macomb county, later

moving onto a farm in the Mt. Clemens neighborhood in Clinton township,

that same county, where David Livermore died nineteen years later. His

widow then sold her farm in Macomb county and in 1865 came to Ionia

county, where she spent the remainder of her life. She died in .August,

iiS(jy. I)a\id Livermore and his wife were the parents of nine children, of

whom but two now survive, the subject of this sketch having a brother.

Elias Livermore, who is a resident of Macomb county. .Vnother brother,

Leman S. Livermore, a veteran of the Civil War, died on December 30, 191 5.

It was on March 30, 1869, about four years after she came to this

county with her mother, that the subject of this biographical sketch was

united in marriage to Samuel E. Tucker, a veteran of the Civil War, who

had come to this state from the East at the close of the war. Samuel E.

Tucker was a native of Vermont, but was reared in Xew Hamjishire. In

June, 1862, he enlisted for service during the Civil War in the Xinth Regi-

ment, New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, and served with that command

until the close of the war. Mr. Tucker became the owner of a quarter of

a section of land in the southern part of Pioston townshi]). this county, and

]>ros])ered in his farming operations, coming ti) l)e recognized as one nf

the most substantial and influential farmers in that neighliorhood. In addi-

tion to his general farming he gave much attention to the growing of fruit

and organized the jjroduce business at Saranac, now operated by the Saranac

Produce Company, lie also was one of the organizers of the State P>ank-

of Saranac and was one of the directors of the same, the stock he held in

the bank now being owned by his widow, who also continues to hold the

farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Boston inwnship. In 1906 Mr. and

Mrs. Tucker retired from the farm and moved to .^ar;mac, where Mr. Tucker

(lied on Noveml)er jo, ioi4- lie was a Drnmerat and ever ga\e close ;ilten-
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tion to local political affairs, hut was not an office seeker. He was an active

member of the Grand Army of the "Repul)lic and for many years took a

warm interest in the affairs of that patriotic organization. Mrs. Tucker is

a"member of the Relief Corps.

To Samuel E. Tucker and wife ten children were born, of whom eight

are still living, as follow: Nina, wife of William Lavander; iMnma, wife

of Herman Vanderhoft': George, who married Mary Rollands; John J., who
married Minnie Chapman ; Newell, who married Hester Jackson ; Ernest,

who married Mabel Jordon; Samuel E.. who married Rosa Roth, and

Lucinda E.. wife of Herbert Courter

CORTLAND SMITH.

Lortland Snnth. well-known farmer anil stuck brcetler, proprietor of the

"Brookside Stock Farm" on rural route No. i, out of Grand Ledge, in Danliy

township, this county, is a native of Ohio, but has been a resident of lunia

county since he was ten years old. He was born in Erie county, Ohio, De-

cember 16, 1855. son of .\. M. and Eliza A. (Tingue) Smith, the former a

native of Pennsylvania and the latter of New York state, who were married

in' Erie county, where they li\e(l until the spring of T8r)6, when they came

to Michigan with their family and located in Danby township, this county,

arriving there on April 23 of that year. Mr. Smith bought a farm in Danby

township and there siient the rest of his life, his death occuring in 1882.

His widow survived him ten years, her death occurring in i8(;2. Thev

were the parents of eleven children, of whom but four are now living, those

besides the sul)iect of this sketch being as follow: Isal)elle, wife of James

J. Like, of (irand Ledge. Eaton county: Darwin ('., of Detroit, lliis state,

and Celestia. wife of Joseph .\stley, of Lansing, this state.

Cortland Smith was a1)out ten years old when he came to this county

with his parents and his .schooling was completed in the district school in the

neighborliciod of his new home, attending there until he was eighteen years

of age, after which he entered .seriously u])on the life of a farmer, and at tin-

age of twenty-one began clearing a place for himself. He married Sylvia 11.

Peake. a neighlwr girl, who was lx)rn in Danby township in 1858, daughter

of (i. W. and Betsey (Macuniber) i'eake, early settlers of that townsiiiij.

and established his home on the farm of .si.xty acres long known as "Brook-

side Stock Farm," si.x miles we.st and two miles north of (irand I^'dge, where



54 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

he ever since had made his home and where he has been very successfully en-

gaged in general farming and stock raising. Mr. Smith for ypars has given
special attention to the breeding of registered stock and has made a specialty
of Percheron horses, Holstein and Durham cattle and Poland China swine,
all his stock being of high grade. He is the owner of the locally well-known
Percheron sire, "Victor 56636," and the equally well-known Durham hull,

"Corndyke," both of which animals are hue favorites among the farmers of
this section. All of .Mr. Smith's e.xtensive stable of Percherons are registered

and It IS undoubted that he has done much toward improving the strain of
horseflesh in the southeastern part of the county and throughout the adjacent
sections of neighboring counties. "Brookside Stock Farm" is a well-ke])!

place, and is admirably improved, the pro])rietor being an up-to-date farmer
who believes in having things shipshape about him. Mr. Smith is a Demo-
crat and gives his earnest attention to local political affairs. He has .served

his home district as overseer of highways and as a director of schools and in

other ways has done well his part as a good citizen.

To Mr. and Mrs Smith two children have been born, Frank, who died,

aged three years, and a daughter. Carrie P., born on March 27, 1878, a

graduate of the Portland high school and a well-known mu.sic teacher, who
married Fugene Lyon, also of Danby township. .Mr. and Mrs. Smith have
a very pleasant home and take a proper part in the social activities of their

home neighborhood.

WILLLAM FISHELL.

l-'arming has been both a pleasant and profitable vocation for William
Fishell of Danby township, Ionia county. I If was born in (Jenesee county,
New Ybrk, June 26, 1865, and is a son of Joseph P. .uid \anc\- ( \'an iUiren 1

Fishell. both natives of the state of New ^d^k, where the\- grrw up ,niu

married .-uid resided there until the s])ring of 1S74. when tliev came to loma

county, Michigan, locating ni Danby township, where tliev lived until
icjo,:;

or unlil the death of the f;itlier. which ocenrred in that vear. His widow
survives at an advanced age and still ni.ikes her home in Danliy township.
Their family consisted of fotn- children, namely: William, the snbiect of

this .sketch; Elizabeth is the wife of P. Rice; Mary is the wife of Edward
Sprague; Ettie is the wife of I hir\ev Rice

William iMshell was eight years old when he came to Ionia count\ with
his parents, and here he grew to manhood ,,ii the farm, where he worked dur-
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ing crop seasons, and in the winter tnue attended the district schools until

he was twenty-one years of age when he started out for himself, hiring out

one year as a farm hand. He has devoted his life to general farmins' and

stock raising and is now owner of a good farm of one hundred and sixtv-

seven acres, which he inirchased with his own earnings, starling without a

dollar. He not only cultivates his own place in an excellent ni;mner hut

farms in all three hundred and twenty-seven acres, also raises consitleral)le

live stock and operates a small dairy, keeping from fifteen to twenty cows.

I'or a numher of years he was a hreeder of Chester White hogs, lie is

deserving of a great deal of credit for what he has acconii)lished nn.iided

and in the face of olxstacles that would ha\'e discouraged manv men.

William l-"ishell was married, .\ugust 3. 1883. to l'~ffie Sprague. who was

born in Ionia, Alichigan, where she was reared an<l attended school. To this

union two children ha\e l)een horn, namely: (iertrnde. who received her

education in the public schools anil the Portland high school, and Ro\-. Thev

are both at home.

Politicall}-, Mr. P'ishell is a Democrat and is more or less aclixe in local

public affairs always interested in the betterment of his comnnmity. He has

served as a member of the school board in his district and ;dso ;is highw.av

commissioner.

LHAkLl':S H. I'RVliR.

That Charles H. Fryer of Danhy township. Ionia county, is an enthu-

siastic farmer is indicated by the excellent condition his j)lace is in—everything

indicating good management and thrift, lie was bom in the above named

township and county, December iC), 1852, and is a son (it Thomas and Cor-

nelia (Phillips) Pryer. His father was born, September 23, 1820, in New
York City, at the corner of Cherry and Peach streets. His mother was also

a native of that city, and there they grew to maturity, attended school and

were married. When a voung man. Thomas l'r\'er learned the caiiinet-

maker's trade. He finally removed to .Michigan, locating on a farm in Danby

township. After spending two years here they returned to .\'ew ^'ork.

Mrs. Pryer tiring of the lonelv life of the frontier, and they rem;iini'd

in the metropolis for two years then retm'ned to their farm in loni;i county,

where they lived until toward the latter ])art of his life, when he retired and

located in the town of Portland, where his death occurred, liis widow sur-

viving several years longer. Thomas Pryer started out with nothing. i)nt In-
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was a hard worker and when he died owned an excellent farm ot one

hundred and twenty 'acres. He was an honest antl friendly "neighbor, just

in his dealings with everyone. His wife belonged to the Methodist Episco-

pal church. He was a member of the Grange. Politically, he was a l\epul)li-

can, and he was active. in the affairs of his conimimity, serving some tune

as highway commissioner also treasurer of Danbv township. His family

consisted of seven children. fi\e of whom sur\i\f in 1916, namely: Emilv

is the widow of George Van Liuren ; William H. is farming in Danby
township: Charles H., of this sketch; Syhester is also engaged in farming
in Danby township; Frank W. is operating a farm in Danljy townshi]?.

( harles H. Pryer was reared on the farm where he worked when a

l)oy, and he received his education in the district schools. He remained on

the homestead tmtil he was twenty-one \ears old. When voung he learned

the blacksmith's trade, luit chose farming for a livelihood, and he has Ijeen

.successful as a general farmer and stock raiser and owns a well improxed and

productive farm in D;inl)\- township, consisting of one hundred and sixt\'

acres. After his marriage he worked rented land for tweh'e years.

Mr. Pryer was married in 1879 to .\celia C. P>arnard. a daughter of

Levi Barnard, who was an early settler in ( )range township, Ionia county,

where Mrs. Pryer grew to womanhood and attended school. Her mother

before marriage was Mary A. Page,

To Mr. and Mrs. Pryer one child h.is been born, l\ayniond H. Pr\er.

whose birth occurred August 6, 1S89. He was graduated from the common
schools of Danbv township. He is unm;irried and li\es ;it home, assisting

his father with the work on the farm.

Politically, Mr. Pryer is a Republican, but he has ne\ er been very active

in public affairs.

PROF. HAin KY H. FOWREY.

Prof, llarvev II. l.owrey, commissioner of schools for Ionia countv

since the year kjoS, is a natix'e son of this conntw lia\'ing been born on a

farm in I'.erlin township. August 14, 1S78. son of b'.benezer \. and (\arrie

(jertrude ( 'i'homas ) l.owrey. the former ;i native of Ohio and the latter of

("anada. ])ioneer residents of this countv, for many vears accounted among
the best-known citizens of llerlin township.

l'2henezer N. Fowrev is the son of Norton Fowrev. one of the earliest

and foremost pioneers of tlie central part of this countv. Xorton T.owre\-

was reared in Ohio on a farm and married there, he and his wife liecoming
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the parents of live children, the eldest of whom, Archibald, was killed while

serving as a Union soldier in the battle of Stone's River, Tennessee; the

others being jnhn ("., b^benezer X., Serona and Jennie. 'i"he mother of

these children died in Ohio and Xorton Lowrey emigrated with his children

to Michigan, settling in Berlin township, this county, where he married

Mrs. Marv ( Hawley i Thomas, to which union one son was born, Ahram P..

;ommonl\- known as I'ratt Lowrey. l'~l)enezer Lowre_\- was a well-grown

boy when lie came to this count} from Ohio with his father and be grew to

manhood on the home farm in Berlin township. When the I'ivil War

broke out he enlisted in Company B, Sixteenth Regiment. Michigan \dlun-

teer Infantrw and \\a^ mustered out with his regiment at the close ol the

war with the rank of corporal. He was in thirty-nine battles of the war,

from the second battle of Bull l\un to the surrender of General I.ee at

Appomattox, and received several wounds, though none of a serious char-

acter, the onl\ one which permanently affected him h;iving been a bullet

wound in the right .shoulder, which made a 'ieft-handed" man of him. lie

also received a nastv wound in the neck.

.\t the close of the war b'benezer X. Lowrey returned home and

resumed his place on the farm. Xot long thereafter he married Carrie r,er-

trude Thomas, who was born in Canada, daughter of John and Mary

(Hawley) Thomas, both natives of Canada, where the former died, leaving

four daughters, Carrie Gertrude, Kmma, Libbie and ILattie. after which his

widow came to Michigan with her daughters, settling in this county, where

she married Norton Lowrey. .\fter his marriage, Ebenezer N. Lowrex-

began farming on his own account, first bu\ing a tract of eighty acres, which

he cleared and largely improved. Tie later added to this tract by the pur-

chase of ;ui adjoining "forty" and as he prospered bought an additional

tract of one hundred and twenty acres, being now the owner of two hun-

dred and fortv acixs and considered one of the most substantial farmers in

his neighborhood.

To F-1)enzer X. ;uid Carrie Gertrude (Thomas) Lowrey nine children

have been born, as follow: W'illard T., who is now living in the state of

Washington: Carl J., of Berlin town-hi]), this countv : Roy R.. of Boston

township: Harvev H., of Saranac. this county, the subject of this sketch:

Kd. M., i)resent sheriff of Ionia county: Karl !:., of Berlin townslii]), living

on the old home farm: Mazel J., at home, and two who died in infancy.

Harvev II. l,owrev was reared on the home farm in Berlin township,

this countv. receiving his t-lementary education in the district school in the

neighl:!orhood of his home, after whieb he entered the high school al Sara-
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nac, from which he was graduated in i8<K). lie then began teaching school

and ever since lias been engaged in educational work, during \rhich time he

has become one of the best-known educators in central Michigan. In order

turlher to ei|ui|) himself for the pnile^^inn uf teaching. .Mr. I.owrey entered

i'eriis (nstitnte at l',ig Kapiils and was a student in that popular institution

for si.\ terms. lie later entered the ( entral State Xormal at Alt. I'leasant,

from which he was gradr.ated in ujoT. and in which scholastic institution he

taught during ti\e summer terms. lie later took a s])ecial course of one

term at the L'ni\ersit_v oi .Michigan at -\nn .Vrlxir. meanwhile continuing
his work as a teacher, and was superintendent (if the schools at I'ewamo

when be was appcjinted, in 1(^05. to fill a vacancy in the office of county
commissioner of schools. In April. \<)Oj. he was f<jrmall\- elected to that

im])ortant office and has been twice re-elected, now serving \irtnall\- his

tonrth term, during all of which time he has given his best and most intelli-

gent thnugbt to the administration ni the affairs of the office.

As head of the schools (jf Lmia connt\', Professor l.owrev has greath-

increased the number of rural eighth-grade graduates each year and the

increased elificiency in teaching. u])on wdiich he constantly has insisted, has

m.ade it possible for these pujjils to ciUer an\ high school in .Michig.an with-

out examination. Professor Lowrey is a regular and interested visitor in

the school rooms of the county and these \-isits often have been a real bel]) to

both teachers and pn])ils. He has assisted the school boards to maintain

county unilornntx oi text-books; h;is helpeil to m.ikc the directors' ;nnni;d

reports among the best in the state: organized the system of school officers'

meetings three years before the present stale law made sucii meetings man-

datory; hel])ed organize in bmi.-i cnuntx the secimd bovs' agricultur.al club

org.anized 111 llie sijite and is now wnrkini; with the boards of education to

ha\e ten standard sciiools in this cduntw wbii'li m;i\- lie increased to twice

that number betore the eiul nt the \car. Professor I.owrev has been

eciHiiimical m the ;ulmiinstratiiin dl tbi' .allairs df his olbce, an instance of

which f;ict niav be citt'd in ci mnectn in with the wurk of the tru.ancy de])art-

mcnt, it costing this couiUy but little uv>w th:in une hundred and sixtv

doll.ars a \'ear to conduct the satne. whereas in nilier counties nf the size of

loni.a it has cost as high as one thousand dollars a vear to look after the

truants, lie is held in high reg.ird anmng tiie educators of the --tate .and is

recognized as a leader in the state teachers" meetings, this count\" being

generallv considert'd as one of the best from ;m educational stand]iornt in

the stale, lie has also ser\e<l on the .Michigan State Teacliers and Pupils

Readinsj ('ircli' bo.irds.
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On August 10, i'"^*;*). Harvey 11. 1 .owrey was united in marriage to

E\elyn G. (.^u'tiss, who also was born in I'erlin townslii]i. this county,

daughter of Sheldon 1\. ;ui(l Altigail X. ( ilai'iiard i t'nrtiss. the hirnicr a

native of Ohio, horn near .\kron. in that st.ite, and the latter ol Xew \ ork,

horn in Cattaraugus ciiunl\, tliat >tate. fur xear-^ prominent residents of

Ionia county and the parents of seven children, Rosa, l.illie, Artlnu', Delia,

(iilhert, Kdith and lAelyn (i.

To Harve\' 11. ;md lAelvn ('.. (Curtissl Lowrey two children ha\e

been born, Maindne Alarg.arct ;md l\l;iine J'iosalyn. Mr. and .\lr^. i.owvey

are earnest members of the .MetlnKlist l'",i)iscop;d tluirch at Saranac, which

is their place of residence, and take ;i iirupcr p.irt in all worth}' niox cniculs

designed to ad\ance the liest interests of their cnuimunity, being held in high

esteem bv their many friends thereaboiu and throughout tlie county gen-

eralh'. Professor I.o\\re\- is a Repnlilican and h,'is for ye;irs given his

thoughtful and intelligent altenlicin tn the ]ii)litical aHairs ,i\ the cnunty, e\'er

an earnest and consistent advocate "i the principles of good gt)\-ernment.

He is a member of Boston Lodge Xo. 14O, Free and Accepted Masons, at

Saranac, and of Saranac Lodge No. 168, Indejjendent Order of Odd h'e!-

lows, while l)0th he and Airs. Lowrey are mcnibers of \'allcy Chapter No.

17s. Order of the lui.'itern .Star, at .Saranac, in the affairs of which they

take a warm interest.

JOHN C. BUTLER.

John C. Butler, welbknown farmer and live stock breeder and proprietor

of "Xutwood Stock J''arm," in IJauby township, is one of the wurthy citizens

of Ionia county, deserving of recognition in this work. lie wa^ li(irn ,il

Portland. Michigan, May 8, i<S6fj, and is a sou nf Jdhu and Xancy (Smith)

Ihuler. The mother was born in Ohio, from whicii stale she came to i'"aton

county, Michigan, when a girl, where she grew up .uid married.

lohn C. Butler was reared on the home farm and received ;i practical

education in the district schools, and when wuly eleven years old lie w.is dnuwu

upnn his own resources. He worked on the farm in the sunniier and at-

tended school in the winter until he was nineteen. He taught school for

five years in Ionia and Clinton counties, continuing his .studies the mean-

while, and later s])enl a year in tlie Michigan .\gricullural College, then to.>k

up farming on the place he now owns, starting out with only forty acres, but

bv good management, the exercise of sound judgment, and close application
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he |)ros])erecl and is now owner of a well-improved and productive farm of

iitree hundred and seventy acres. He has a pleasant home and numerous

substantial outbuildings. He has been \ery successful as a general farmer and

.stock raiser. Soon after starting nut he began breeding registered Poland

China hogs, later Shorthorn and jersey cattle, and is now specializing in

Holstein cattle. Percheron horses and the above-named breed of hotrs, in

which he has been especiallx- successful. He is an excellent judge of all

kinds of live stock and no small portion of his annual income is derived from

this department of his business, iu-erything about his place denotes good
taste and good management and it is a pleasure to visit his well-kept farm.

His farm is in an e.xcellent location, three miles southeast of Portland.

-Mr. Butler was married to Xellie Wilcox, who was Ijorn in Jackson

county, Michigan. Her parents brought her to Ionia county when she was

a young girl and here she grew to womanhood and received her education

m the public scIkjoIs and the Pijrtland high school. Mr. and Mrs. Butler

jiave two children, namely: Hanmer. who is twenty-two years old; he at-

tended the Portland public and high schools and the Michigan Agricultural

College, and is now assisting with the management of the home farm;

he married Flaudie b'leck, of Mecosta, Michigan, and tlu-y ha\e twtj children.

i)()ris li., the other child, is now eight \ears old.

Politically, Mr. Butler is a Republican, and is one of the leaders of his

party in Ionia county. He was a candidate for state senator on the Pro-

gressive ticket a few years ago, but was defeated with the rest of the ticket.

Fraternally, he belongs to Portland Podge No. 76, Free and .\.ccei)ted Masons,

also the Modern Woodmen of .\merica. He belongs to the liaptist church

at Portland, and is one of the trustees of the same. He has always been

ready to assist in all movements intended for the general improvement of his

locality, and a director of the W^ihcrine Pavewav .\ssociation.

W.XKRI'IX HPXSOX.

Warren Ilixson. one of tin- liest-known and most progressixe fanners n.

tile southeastern part of Ionia county, jjroprietor of a tine farm ot one hun-

dred and twelve acres in Danby township, situated on rural route .\"o. i, out

ol ( irand l.edge, is a nati\x' of .Michigan ;iiid has li\ed ni this .slali' most ot

his life. He was born in i'.aton county, .Michigan, August ic;, 1S55. son of

William and Louise (JNJoore) Hixson. the former a nati\e of the state of
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New York and the latter of Michigan, who later became residents of lunia

connty, but whose last davs were spent in the state of California.

William Hixson. who was born in 1833, was but four years old wlien Ins

parents came from .\ew \'ork stale to Michis^an in 1837. TIk- family settled

in Eaton coimty and there William Hixson grew to manhood. He married

Louise Moore, who was born in Livingston count}-, this state, and establishetl

his home in Eaton county, l^ecoming a prosperous farmer. In later years he

went to California with his famil\- and there he died in July, kjoi. To

William Hixson and wife eight children were born, of whom se\en are still

living, those besides the subject of this sketch being as follow ; Funerson, of

California; Fremont, of California; Jason, also of California; Wilbur, who

also li\-es in California; Mary, wife of Judson Hastings, and Mjittie, wile ot

Benjamin Smith.

\\ arren Hixson was reared on the farm on which he was born m ( )neid;i

township, in the neighboring county of h^aton, and received liis schooling in

the schools of that vicinity. He grew up as a farmer and has been engaged in

that vocation practicallv all his life and has done very well, .\ftcr spending

.some time in the West he returned to his native state and on .\ugusl i<). i<S()o,

married Lottie Benton, of Clinton connty, this state, who was born in that

county, Julv 3. 1865, daughter of Hiram and Marian (Crumb) Benton, die

former of whom was l)orn on March 4, 1828. and died on September 8, 1903,

and the latter, born on November 4, 1835, died December 29, 1888. Hiram

Benton and wife were the parents of four children, those besides .Mrs. Hixson

being Julian H., a farmer, of Bancroft, Michigan; Mertie .\lexine, who mar-

ried Thomas J. Bigstaff, an attorney, of Mount Sterling, Kentucky, and Le-

land S., a retired farmer.

.After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Hixson lived for two years at Crand

Ledge and then went onto a farm in Clinton coimty, presently returning to

Grand Ledge, where they remained until they came to this county in i8()() and

settled on the farm of one hundred and twelve acres in Danby township,

where they ever since have made their home :ind where they are ver\- i)le;isantly

situated. Mr. Hixson gives careful attention to his live stock and is a

methodical, progressive farmer who made his place pay well for the energy

expended U])on the .same. He is a Republican and gives a goo<l citizen's

attention to local political affairs, l)Ut is not included in the office-seeking

class.

To Warren and Lottie ( Benton 1 Hixson four children h,i\e been born,

namely: .\lexine, born on March 8, 1894. who married .\rtlinr Trayer;

Emerson, February 18. 1897. a capable assistant to his father on tin home
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farm: Altnn, Octnher 8. 1898, and Warren, Jr., l-'ebruary _'(). 1902. .Mr.

Hixsoii and his son Emerson are memljers of the Modern Woodmen of

America and Mrs. Hixson is a niember of the Knights of the .Maccabees.

EUGENE L. VOHLERS.

Eugene L. X'ohlers, a well-known and progressive farmer of this county,

supervisor of Ionia township and for years actively identified with the best

interests of Ionia county, is a native son of Michigan, having Ijeen born at

Bay City, August 5, 1871, son of Henry and Mertilla (Corbett) X'ohlers,

the former a nati\e of Germany and the latter of New York state, who

came to Innia countx' in 1884.

Henry \'ohlers was Ijorn in the Prussian city of Hano\er. March 11.

1832, and was reared in that cit\-. When twenty-two years of age he came to

this country and made his wa}' into Michigan, locating near Bay City,

where he became employed as a farm and timlier lai)orer and in a short

time became the owner of a farm of his own in that then sparsely settled

country. ( )n October 26, 1858. Henr) XOhlers married Mertilla Corbetl,

will) was l.'orn in .\e\\ York state, October 31, 183''), daughter of l)a\i(l

and l\(ixa (Curtis) Corbett, both natives of Xew York, who came to this

state when their daughter, jNlertilla. was about eight years okl and located

near Bay Gity. Through a series of unfortunate investments Henry X'ohlers

lost his farm and practically everything he owned in the early eighties, and

in 1882 m()\e(l to Cadillac, where he lixed tw(.) vears, at the end nf w hicli

time he came with his f.amily to Ionia county and settled in Orleans toun-

shi]) where on .August j^^, 1884, not lung after coming here, he lost his

life b\- the ca\ing in of a ditch winch he was digging . I le left nine children.

of whom the sui)jcct of this sketch, then twelve years old. was the eighth

in order of birth. Ihe widnw bi>ught a home in Ionia .and kept her younger
children with her, the older children having gone out to make their own

way, thus leaving the boy. i'.ugene. the mainstav of the little l',imil\. While

living at Cadillac he had worked as a boot-bkick in order to contribute his

mite to the family support, and upon locating at Ionia he began working at

farm labor at a wage of four dollars a month. He remained a farm laborer

until \\\> marriage, at the age of twentv-three vears, in 1894, after which he

rented a farm and began farming for himself. Two years later he bought

a farm of seventv acres in section ui. Ea>lcrn township, .ind there he re-
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inaiiK'cl for eii^ht years, at the end of which time he sold the farm and

bought a store at Dildine I'orners, where he was engaged in mercantile busi-

ness for three years. He then bought the farm of his father-in-law. (ieorge

R. Leach, a tjuarter section in section 4. l-'aslon township, the tild home

place where his wife was born, and there he was engaged in farming for

three years, after which he became superintendent of the I'".. 11. Stafford

Manufacturing Company's interests at Bois Blanc Island. There he erecteil

a saw-mill, Iniilt a boarding house and several other houses, (|iute a httle

hamlet presently springing up around the mill. Three years later he resigned

that position and returned to Ionia county in order that his children might

have better educational advantages. He bought a tract of one hundred ;md

fifty-three and one-half acres one mile north of Ionia, on the east side of

the state road, and there he has made his home since March, lyij. In addi-

tion to his general farming, Mr. \"ohlers also engages to some extent in ro.ul

contracting and other similar forms of construction work. .Mr. X'ohlers is

a Democrat and for years has taken an active part in local politics. He was

clerk of Easton township for five years and supervisor for five years, resigning

that position when he mo\ed to ISois Blanc Island. While living on the island

he also served as su])er\isor and in the sjiring of igis was elected super-

visor of his district in Ionia township. In the fall of igo6 he was nomi-

nated In- the Democrats of Ionia county for the ofifice of sheritf. .\t that

time the Republicans had a normal majorit)- of two thousand m this county

and .Mr. X'ohlers ran almost si.xteen hundred ahead of his tickets coming

within four hundred and twent\-nine votes of election in a contest in which

Roosevelt led the Republican ticket by a majority of more than twenty-two

hundred. Mr. X'ohlers rcceised his heaviest su])port in the jjrecincts where

he was best known and bad not the li(iuor element in the county o])i)osed

his election he certainly would have carried the county, thus signalizing one

of the most notable political victories in the history of Ionia county.

On Xovember 22. 1894. Kugene L. X'olilers was united m m;irriage to

Altha M. Leach, who was born in Easton township, this county, daughter of

Cieorge K. and Lucy Xiola (Carpenter) Leach, well-known residents of

that town.ship. (ieorge R. Leach was born in Genesee county. New X'ork.

November 21. 1849. and while a sni;ill boy came to this county with his

parents. Calvin and Maria Leach, who settled in b'.a.ston townhii) ;nid be-

came active in the i)ioncer life of that community. George R. Leach is a

carpenter, though he has lived on a farm most of his life. His wife was

born in Ionia, daughter of Luther and b'.mily (Kellogg) Carpenter, who

came to Michigan from Xew '^'ork state in 1850 and settled at Ionia. Lulher



64 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

Carpenter was a wagon-maker and for some years followed fliat trade in

Ionia, after which he moved to a farm in Easton township, and it was there

his danghter, Lncy \'iola, was hving when she married Mr. Leach.

To Eugene L. and .Vltha Al. (Leach) X'ohlers four children ha\-e been

born, namely: Walter, who died in infancy, ;uid (Irace, L\lia and Mildred.

.Mr. \'ohlers is a member of the local lodges of the Odd l'"ell(.)ws, the I'dks

and the Gleaners, of which latter order Mrs. Vohlers also is a member. Mrs.

X'ohlers and her daughters are members of the t hurch of Christ at Ionia

and take a warm interest in the \arious acti\ities of the same.

ED. N. LOWREY.

Ed. N. L(.,wre\', sheriff of Ionia comity and one of the most popular

officials in the court house at Ionia, is a native son of this county, having

been l>orn on ;i farm in Berlin township on \ugust 5, 1880, son of Ebenezer

X. and Carrie ( 'I'homas ) Lowrey, jirominent and well-known residents of

that townshi]!. l)otli members of pioneer families, the former an honored

\eter.'m of the ( i\il War. and both of whom are still li\ing, highly res])ected

by all who know them, l-'or further details of the history of this interest-

ing family in this county, the attention of the reader is called to a biographi-

cal sketch relating to F'rof. Har\ey H. Lowre\', commissioner of schools

for Ionia county, lirother of SherifT Lowrey. jjresented elsewhere in this

volume.

\u\. \. l.owrev was reared on the ])aternal farm in lierlin towushi]).

recei\ing his ek'mentar\ education in the <listrict school at Merlin Center,

.after which hr attended the schools at Saranac. He grew u]) 011 the farm

;md remained .it home, a \aluable assistant to bis father in the work of the

f.'Lrm, until |.ami.ir\ 1. 11)07, ''^ which tiuu' be was .appointed turnkey .md

(leput\- sheriff under Sheriff I'.lmer 1'. Cilley, in which cajjacity be serxed

for four \i';irs, performing the dit'licull duties of bis position with ,-ucb

effectixeuess tli.'it he was retained in the position, under the incumbency
of SherilT William l\, l.nlor, for another lour vears. nuring these _\ears

of efficient service .Mr. 1 (i\\fe\ w,is m.iking himself extremely "solid" with

the i>eop!e of loui.a couul\ ;iud wlieii the Re])ublicans iiresented him as their

candidate for slurifi in the fall of 1014, bis election was a foregone con-

clusion. .Sheriff I .owre\' entereil upon the duties of bis imiiortant otlice on

January i, i<)i> and h;is since been ser\iug in tli.at c;i|)acit\'. making a most

efficienl and jLainstaking ofticial.
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On Jamtary 12, 191 1. Ed. N. Lowrey was united in marriage to Har-

riet Frederika Dinginan. who wa.s horn in Tawas City, Iosco county, this

state, August 2. iS8«). daughter of Tiionias C and Juha Fredericka (Steck)

Dingman. tlie lormcr a native of Illinois and the latter of Wurteml>erg,

(rernian}-. hotli now lixing in Ionia, who :ivc the parents of foiu^ children,

Allen I'rcscott, deceased: Mrs. Lowrew i-lorencc t'. and Thomas ('., Jr.

The eliler Dini.inian is a well-known manufacturer of cement walks at

loma. His father, who was reared in I 'ennsyhania, later mo\-ing to llli-

noi^^, was a hlacksmith and met his death h\- ;i kick from a horse, (irand-

father Dingman was twice married, hut had children only hy the tirst mar-

riage, as follow : Henry Herkimer, .\lexander .Arzeno, Cordelia .Sophia,

Hattie Maria, Mattie I'dvira and riiom.is ( . .Mrs FJingman is the elder of

the two children horn to her parents, Jacoh and I'redericka Steck, she hav-

ing a hrother. Jacoh. The elder Jacoi) .Steck, who spent all his life in Ger-

many, also was twice married, hy his second marriage having had one son,

who is still living.

To Vx\. X. and Harriet Frederika (Dingtnan) Lowrey one child has

been bom, a daughter, Florence Julia, horn on May 24, 1912. The Lowreys
have many friends in and al>out Ionia and are held in high regard by all.

Sherifif Lowrey is a member of Saranac Lodge No. 168, Independent Order

of Odd Fellows: of Ionia Lodge No. 548. Benevolent and Protecti\e Order

of Elks at Ionia : of Lodge No. Qg8, Loyal Order of Moose at the latter

place, and of Saranac Camp. Modern Woodmen of .America; also of Lodge
No. 76. Knights of Pythias, at Innia, while lM)th he and his wife are incm-

I>ers of the Daughters of Rebekah.

F. W. LiK.\Lh:V, M. D.

Dr. F. W. Braley, a well-known and successful physician of Saranac,

this county, was born at Lander, Warren county, Pennsylvania, August 21,

1861, son of Jesse W. and Lovina (Averill) Rraley, l)oth natives of that

same countv, members of old .American families, the former of Welsh stock,

whose family entered Pennsylvania by way of Vermont, and the latter of

English descent, whose family had entered Pennsylvania by way of New

Jersey. After their family had grown Jesse W. Braley and wife moved

to Jamestown, New York, where Mrs. Braley died, and where Mr, I'.raley

is still living at a rii)e old age. They were the parents of five children,

(5a)



66 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

of wlioni the .siil>ject of this sketch is the eldest, the others Ijeing David 1'".,

of Jamestown, Xew York; Beatrice, wife of James Bohal. of that same

city; AHce, wife of Bert Hart, also of Jamestown, and Guy A., of Falconer,

New York.

1'". \V. Bralev received his elementar)- educatinn in the schools of his

native town, continuing his schooling in the high schnul at Sugar (iru\e,

Pennsylvania, and at the Collegiate Institute at Jamestown, Xew York, alter

which he taught school for about three years in Pennsylvania and then in

Levant, Xew York, for one year. He then came to Michigan, joining at

Frankfort, his uncle, who was in business at that place, and for six months

was engaged in his uncle's establishment, after which he resumed teaching

and for five vears taught school at Arcadia antl at Pierport, in Manistee

county. He then was employed as superintendent of schools at Palo, this

county, and after four years of .such service there was engaged as superin-

tendent of the schools at Saranac, which he served for two years, at the

end of which time he entered the Detroit College of Medicine, from which

he was graduated in 1897. Inuring his junior year at medical college, Doctor

Braley was vice-president of his class and in his senior year was president

of the class. Upon receiving his degree. Doctor Braley returned to Sarnac.

where he opened an office and engaged in the practice of his profession, hav-

ing been thus engaged ever since that time and has been very succssful.

Upon locating in practice at Saranac Doctor Braley liought the office and

practice of Doctor Conley. Doctor Braley keejjs fully abreast of the modern

advancement in his profession and is a member of the Ionia ( ounty Metlical

Society, of which he was secretary for two years; a member of the Alichigan

State Medical Society and of the American Medical .As.sociation, in the affairs

of all of which organizations he takes a warm interest. He is a Repuljlican

and takes a good citizen's part in political affairs, lie has been president

of the local board of education since 1900 and fi>r twn terms further served

the public as president of the village corporation.

On October 22. 1884, Dr. I~. \V. Braley was united m ni;u-riage to .\nna

M. Wagner, daughter of D. ( '. and Xicolina Wagner, of Cicrman parentage,

and to this union three children have been born: Carl, who died at the age

of eighteen months; Pena P., a graduate of the Saranac high school, who

later took a course in the State Normal ;it 'N'psilanti, after which she taught

school for three years in this county, then married J. Howard Payne and i>

now living in Detroit, and Lyle \V., a graduate of the Saranac high school

and of McLaughlin's Business College at Grand Rapids, who is now receiving
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teller of the Kent State Bank at Grand Rapids. Doctor Bralev is a nieinljer

of Bo.ston Lodge No. 246, Free and Accepted iMa.sons, a meniher of the

chapter of that order at Lyons, of the council and coniniandery of tiic order

at Ionia and of Saladm Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the

Mystic Shrine, at Grand Rapids. He also is a meml)er of the lodge of the

Odd F"ellows at Saranac. of the Elks at Ionia, of the Knights of the .Mac-

cabees and of the Court of Honor, in the affairs of all of which organizations

betakes an acti\'e interest.

HENT^Y GROFF TINGLEY.

Henry Grott' Tingley, a well-known farmer of Easton township, this

county, was born in Erie county. New York, March i, 1850, son of Joseph
and Lydia (Groft) Tingley, both nati\'es of New Jersey. Joseph Tingley

was born in Essex county, in the latter state, April 30, 1805, son of Lemuel

Tingley, who was born in 17(11, son of Nathaniel Tingley, born in 1733, who

died in Morris county. New Jersey, in 1800. Both Nathaniel and Lemuel

Tingley were soldiers in the patriot army during the RevolutionaryWar.
The Tingley family in this county is descended from Palmer Tingley, who

came from Kingston-on-Thames, England, in April, 1635, and settled at

Ipswich, Massachusetts. Palmer Tingley took part in the Pequod War in

1637. Joseph Tingley moved from New Jersey to \ew N'ork, settling al)out

fifteen miles east of Buffalo at a time when that town was l)ut a village of

about six hundred inhabitants. For a time he was a station agent for the New

"^'ork ("entral Railroad in the day,s wlicn lucomutixes used wood for fuel, and

many farmers in that then comparatively new country paid for their farms

by furnishing wood to the railroad. Jo.scph Tingley .spent the rest of hi.s

life in Xew York state and died there in 1884.

Henry G. Tingley very early started out to make his own way in the

world. When he was thirteen years old his imagination was excited by word

then proceeding out of the big timl)er woods in this .section of Miciiigan.

and he came here alone looking for work. I ie first stopped in Jackson county,

but two vears later came to Ionia, from which point he presently went to

Stanton, in the neighborhood of which place he took employment in the pine

woods, and there he remained until 1876, in which year he came to Ionia

countv and at Palo began working in a saw-mill, running the saw anrl

planer. The next year he married and a little more than a year later, in
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March, 1879, bought a forty-acre farm in .section 12. Easton tf)\\nship. tlii>

county, where he established his home and where lie still lives. In 1884 he

bought an adjoining tract of thirty acres and has developed a very fine

farm, well improved and managed under up-to-date methods.

It was in 1877 that Henry G. Tingley was united in marriage to .\zelia

P. Shaw, who was born in Medina county, Ohio, daughter of James aiul

Minerva ( Hall ) Shaw, and to this union five children have been born, as

follow: Harry, who is at home: Cora, who married George Harris, of

Barrytown, and has three children, Irwin, Cecil and Helen: I'annie, who

married Frank Houghton and lives at Jackson, this state; Delia, wife of

Edward York, of Lansing, and Anna, wife of Hiram Alonzo Tucker, of

Ionia. Mrs. Tingley died on February 18, 1916.

DENNIS I. G-UILFORD.

The long years that Dennis J. Guilford, of Danlty township, Ionia county,

has devoted to agricultural pursuits have not been disappointing to huu,

but on the contrary have been filled with Jjoth profit and pleasure. He was

bom in Washtenaw county, Michigan, February 1, 1847, ^^'I'l '* ^ son of

Arvin and Caroline (Clark) Guilford, natives of Vermont and New York

state, respectively. They came with their parents to Washtenaw county,

Michigan, when children and there the\- grew to maturity and married and

beean life on a farm, where thev remained until in 1868 when they came to

Ionia county, locating in Danby township where they spent the rest ot then-

lives. They were upright in all walks of life and respected by all who knew

them. They were the parents of three sons, namely: Rufus, wlm died m

l'"ebruary, 1901 ; Dennis J., the subject of this sketch, and Edwin, who lives m

Mulligan, Michigan.

Dennis |. (iuilford was l\\ent\-two years old when he came to D;mby

township. He grew uj) on his father's farm where he worked hard when a

boy, and he received his education in the district schools. He remained at

home until he was married, October sy. 1873, to Clara P.oughner, who was

born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, February iS. 1856. antl is

a daughter of Isaac and Lavinia ( Klase) Roughncr. These parents were

reared in Pennsylvania where they married and settled, but in 1864 removed

to Lenawee county, Michigan, where they resided until 1S70. when llicy

came to Ionia countv and located in Danby township.
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After their marriage Air. and Mr.s. duilford located on the farm they

still own. The original place consisted of but fifteen acres. They now have

a farm of tifty-four acres, which is under good improvement and on wliich

is to lie. found a commodious residence, wliicli Mr. (iuilford Imilt .some time

ago.

To the subject and wife one son has l>een liorn, ( hauncey I). Guilford,

whose birth occurred August 21, 1878. He grew up on his father's farm, and

was educated in the pubhc schools of his district, and in Portland he also

owns a farm of eighty acres which adjoins his father's place. On .Xugust

14, 1897, li^ married Helen Gilden, who was born in Portland, Michigan,

where she grew up and attended school. To this union two sons ha\x'

teen born: Howard C, who was born on July 24, i8g8, is a student in

the Portland high school; Harold C., born on Noveml>er 14, iQoo, is also a

student in the Portland high school. Dennis J. Guilford is a member of the

Grange.

The subiect of this sketch is a Democrat, and he has been township

clerk for three terms, was treasurer for two years and supervisor seven

vears, filling all these ofifices in a highly acceptable manner, the last tiamed

from 1907 to 19 14. Fraternally, he belongs to Portland Lodge No. 31,

Free and Accepted Masons, and Portland Chapter No. 29, Royal Arch

Masons, and the Ionia Commandeiw. Knights Templar. He and wife are

members of the Congregational church at Portland.

LOUIS .\i:y oi.mstfd.

Louis .\ev ( )husted, one of the l)esl kiniuii and most [irogressive farmers

nf this countv, UdW living at Ionia, is a native son of Ionia county. Iiaving

been born in North Plains township, this county, January 15. 1852, son of

Jay and An.strus (Case) Olmsted, pioneers of this section of Michigan, who

ioT many years were accounted as among the most influential residents of

the conununity in which they settled in the days when this whole country

hereabout was practically a wilderness.

Jay Olmsted was l)orn in Onandaga county. New \ork, and in the c;iriy

thirties of the past century came to Alichigan, entering a tract of land in

Washtenaw couiuy. whicii lie later sold to Kinsley S. Bingham, who after-

wards became governor of Michigan. In 1836 he made his way to Ionia

countv with two or three ox-teams and on the way fell in with the Hector
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Hayes family, also laboriously making their way through the big woods to

this county. The party settled in North Plains township, where Jay Olmsted

entered the east half of the northeast quarter of section 31, where the X. B.

Hayes house now stands, being among the very earliest entrants in that

part of the county. That fall Mr. Olmsted made his way back to his old

home in New York and there married Cornelia .\. iuUon, returning to

Michigan the following spring with his Ijride and the two established a home
on the homestead tract in North Plains township, a son presenth' I)eing Ijorn

to them. Mrs. Olmsted died within a year or two after settling here and Mr.

OloLsted again returned to Onandaga county. New York, where he married

Anstrus Case, who had been born and reared in Hill township, that county,

and who had been brought up fulh- acquainted with the requirements of

pioneer living. Returning to this county with his bride, Jav Olmsted re-

suiued the labors of reducing his wilderness tract to a tillable .state, and soon

became one of the most substantial farmers in the ciiunty. Me also l)ecame

heavily interested in the pine timber jjusiness and as he prospered added to

his holdings until at the time of his death on .\pril 11. 1864, a month before

his fifty-seventh birthday, was the owner of about seven hundred acres of

fine land in the northeastern part of the county. He left a widow and four

children. The son born of his first marriage died when quite young, and

there were four children born to his second marriage, namely: fay. of Muir,

this county; Mrs. Cornelia DeGarmo, of Highland township, Oakland county,

this state; Mary, who married N. B. Hayes, who was Init a baby when his

father, He'ctor Hayes, settled in this county with J^y Olmsted, and Louis N..

the subject of this sketch.

At the time Jay Olmsted died his land holdings were dixided, and to

Louis N. Olmsted, then a lad of twehe, was apportioned a tract of one

himdred and seventy-five acres, one hundred and forty acres of which was

situated in the northeastern corner of Ionia township and the remainder in the

adjoining township of North Plains and Lyons. W'hen he was sixteen years

old Louis N. ( )lmsted had a house erected on this f.arm and there he and

his mother lived together tmtil the latter's death in 1876. In 1872 Mr. Ohn-

sted married Lizzie S. Hayes, who was born in Ionia township, this county,

in October, 1855, daughter of George Jewett and I'^rances Jane (Stone)

Hayes, prominent pioneer residents of this count}', whose last days were spent

at Muir.

George J. Hayes was born at .South Brislol, ( )iitario county. New \'ork,

.September 26, 1831, son of Hector and Lucinda 1 laves, the pioneers with

whom lav Olmsted entered Ionia counlx' in iS_V>, and w;i> about ti\-e years
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old when the perilous trip was made through the forests from Detroit, the

family having reached the latter point In- sleanil)oat from Buffalo. He grew

up on the pioneer farm and from boyhood was a close companion of the

Indians who still inhabited this country in considerable numbers, and during

the early days his services as an interpreter were called into requisition at

the agency at Grand Rapids. He spent two years attending the old academy
at Grand Rapids and then for some time was employed as a clerk in a drug
store in that city. In 1853 George J. Hayes married Frances Stone, who was

born at Orangeville, New York, in 1834, and who had come to this county

with her parents, Darias and Alahala Stone, in 1846, the family settling on

a farm of four hundred acres northeast of Ionia. Soon after his marriage

Mr. Hayes established his home in section 1 1, Ionia township, where he pro-

ceeded to reclaim a farm from the wilderness, and there he and his wife

lived for fifty-three years, after which the}- retired from the farm and moved

to Aluir, where (ieorge J. Hayes, after fifty-five years of married life, died

on November 6, ujoy. His widow survived him about four years, her

death occuring on October 12, 1913. Both were earnest members of the

Church of Christ and their lives were marked l)y good works.

After his marriage I.ouis N. Olmsted made his home on the farm where

he had started as a boy and there he and his wife li\-ed for forty-two years,

at the end of which time they retired from the farm and are now living at

Ionia, where they are comfortably situated. Mr. Olmsted has been a very

successful farmer and stock breeder. In the latter line he has made a

specialtv of Shorthorn Durham cattle and pure-]>red Oxforddown sheep, hav-

ing begtm the breeding of the latter in November, 1886. when tliere were

only one thousand two hundred and thirty-two of that now celebrated breed

recorded in the herd Iwok, his first Oxforddown sire having been No. 1232.

When he left the farm he had a herd of about two hundred recorded sheep.

To Louis N. and Lizzie S (Hayes) Olmsted foiu" children have been

born, two sons and two daughters. The sons, (Ieorge Ney and h'mest

Plinv, both died within two weeks of each other, in 1880, the former then

Ijeing six years old and the latter three years old. The first daughter,

Ernanie Mary, now the wife of Loss O. I^ldred, a well-known attorney-at-

law, of Ionia, was born on November 27. i88g, nine years after the death of

the Httle boys. The second daughter. Erminie Lizzie, was Ix)rn on March 11,

igoi, is now a .student in the Ionia high school. Mr. Olmsted is a Knights

Templar Mason and a member of the .\ncient .\ral)ic Order. Nobles of the

Mvstic Shrine, and is also a member of the lienevolent and Protective

Order of Elks and of the Knights of the Maccabees.
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SHELDON R. CURTISS.

Sheldon R. Curtiss, a retired farmer li\ing in Saranac, Boston town-

ship, this county, was born in Lorain county, Ohio, April 22, 1839, the son

of R. J. and Lydia ( Potter) Curtiss, the former of whom was born in Hart-

ford, Connecticut, and the latter in Lorain county, Ohio.

R. J. Curtiss attended school at his home near Hartford and when a

young man mo\ed with his parents to Ohio, where they settled in Lorain

county. There he was reared as a farmer, married and prospered. In

1853 R. J. Curtiss came to Ionia county, Michigan, and located in BerHn

township, wiiere he lived the remainder of his life. He was active in

politics and served as justice of the peace in Berlin township. He and his

wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which Mr. Cur-

tiss was a class leader for many years. He died on his farm in Berlin

township, and his wife, Lydia (Potter) Curtiss, died at .Saranac, this county.

Mr. and Mrs. \\. ]. Curtiss were the parents of seven children, two of

whom are living in iyi6: William H., of Saranac, and Sheldon P.. the

subject of this sketch.

Sheldon R. Curtiss secured a good elementary education in the public

schools of Lorain county, Ohio, and also in Ionia county, after which he

assisted his father with the work on the farm. He was fourteen years old

when the family moved to Michigan and settled in Berlin township. When
Mr. Curtiss was twenty-one years old he was m;irried and started farming
for himself. Two years later the Civil War begun and Sheldon P. Cur-

tiss enlisted in Company M, Sixth Michigan Ca\alry, in which he ser\cd to

the close of the war. He was captured by the Confederates in \'irginia

and was confined at different times in four Snuthern ])risons for si.\ months.

In the chapter headed "Sidelights" in this volume Mr. Curtiss relates the

horrors of his prison experiences with a vix'idness that leaves nothing to the

imagination. At the close of the war Mr. Curtiss returned to his home in

this county and resumed his occupation oi farming, in wbicb be was actively-

engaged until T902, when he retired ruid remo\ ed to the \'illage of Saran;ic.

where he has lived ever since.

On Mav 10, i860, .Sheldon P. (urtiss was married to Abigail X.

Barnard, who was born on J;muary 7, 1840. in (

'.'ittaraugus countv. New
York. Iler jiarents came to Michigan in 1854 and located on a farm in

P>crlin township, this countv, where Abigail I'arnard attended the district

school rmd was reared on the farm. Mr. and Mrs. .Sheldon R, Curti>s are
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the parents of seven children, as follow: Rosalia E., the wife of 1*'. Iv

Stowell, of Lowell: Lillian A., the wife of John C". Smith, a farmer in i'er-

lin ; Arthur W. is in business at Saranac : Delia, the wife of I'-dwaril \\.

Mains, of Valparaiso, Indiana: Edith C, the wife of Fred Mains, an attor-

ney in Chicago, Illinois: Gilbert J., a farmer in Berlin townshi]), this ci)unt\-:

Evelyn G., wife of Harvey Lowery, superintendent of schools of louia

county, and living at Saranac.

Mr. Curtiss is a Republican and is now serving as justice of the peace

of Boston township. He is a member of Post No. 153, Grand Army of the

Republic. Both Mr. and Mrs. Curtiss are acti\'e workers in the Methodist

Episcopal church. Thev hax'e many friends in this neighborhood bv whom
thev are held in high esteem.

HENRY J. HALL.

Henr\' I. Hall, one of the ])est-kno\\n retired farmers of Ionia county,

a man who for many years has been acti\ely interested in the public life of

this community, and who in 1904 retired from the active laliors of the farm

and has since been Hying in a pleasant subur])an home at the north edge of

Ionia, where he and his good wife on Ai)ril 12, 1916, celebrated their golden

weddinsr anniyersary, is a native son of this county and has lived here all

his life. He was born on a pioneer farm in Ionia township. August 28, 1843,

son of Joshua S. and Sarah A. ( Haight ) Hall, further details of whose

history in this county are set out in a memorial sketch relating to the late

Joshua S. Hall, presented elsewhere in this volume.

Henry J. Hall was reared on the parental farm in Ionia townshi]) and

remained there until he was fifteen years of age. Then the family moved lo

Orleans township. The day after he had attained his majority he began

working on his own behalf, for some time l)eing employed on neighboring

farms. In the spring of 1866 he married and established his home on a farm

of ninety-eight acres he had l)ouglit in section 36 of Orleans townshi]), this

county, and there he made his home continuously until his retirement from

the farm in the spring of 1904, long having been regarded as one of the

most substantial and influential farmers of that part of the county. Not

long after entering upon pos.session of that farm, Mr. Hall bought an

adjoining "forty," part of which he later sold, but presently bought an

adjoining tract of forty-three acres and thus became owner of a little more

than one hundred and sixty acres, which he improved and tilled to such
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advantage that it long was looked upon as one of the most attractive farms

in the county. In addition to his general fanning, Mr. Hall was extensively

engaged in stock raising and became quite well circumstanced. In the

spring of 1904 he and his wife retired from the farm and nio\ed to their

present pleasant home on the state road just north of Ionia, in Jiaston town-

hip, where they are very comfortably situated. Surrounding his tine, modern

house there Mr. Hall has three and one-half acres of well-kept grounds and

has a delightful sulmrban home.

.Mr. Hall lias lieen an unfaltering Republican from the very beginning

of his participation in political atfairs and \oted the ticket just forty years

in (J)rleans township. Vov eight years he ser\ed the ijec.iijle
of that town-

shij) as justice of the peace and also served one term as drainage commis-

sioner from his district. When Banner (jrange No. 640 was organized in

Orleans township in 1880 Mr. Hall was one of the charter members of the

same, and was elected its first master. He also served the (irange as secre-

tary-treasurer and lecturer, and for five years was i)urchasing agent. He also

served as master and overseer of the county grange, for years giving his

active and interested attention to the affairs of the same. It is a note-

worthy fact that Mr. Hall and his son, (iuy .\., took the si.xth degree in

the national body. Mrs. Hall also became a charter member of the Grange,

which she served as secretary for some time, and was influential in securing

manv menil)ers for that organization during the hei-ght of "its' activities in

this county. .Mr Hall, also, was one of the directors of the Ionia District

Agricultural Society and for some time served as treasurer of his old home

township. He and his wife have traveled quite a bit, having made trips to

botli coasts and from Canada to the Gulf; have attended several international

ex])Ositions and ha\e \isited twenty-two states of the Union. On .\pril u,

1916, they celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage, and desi)ite

the growing weight of years continue to take a warm interest in current

atfairs.

It was on .Xpi'il u, 1866. that Ilenrv I. llall was united in marriage to

Cordelia M. Higbee, who was born in Orleans township, this county, daughter

of Benjamin l'\ and Laura M (Goodwin) Higbee, both natives of New "N'ork

stale, who came to Michigan in June. 1838, settling in Orleans township,

this comity, where the\- liecamc recognized as among the most substanti;d

pioneers of that comnnmitv. Benjamin 1'. Higbee was a son of Erastus Hig-

liee and w'ife, who with their other sons came iiere at tlie same time, the father

;ni(l the three sons entering four eighty-acre tracts of "Congress land" in

Orleans township. .\t that lime ibere were but two bouses belwecn Tonia and



lOXIA COLN'TV. MICHIGAN. 75

the cabins they erected on their homesteads. Benjamin F. Highee farmed

there for years, but later in Hfe engaged in the insurance Imsiness, though con-

tinuing to make his home in ( )rleans townsliip. His wife was l)ul fourtei'ii

years of age when she was married. Both were active members of the Bap-

tist church and were among the leaders in all good works in their neighbor-

hood. Both lived to ripe old ages and were sejjarated l>y death but one day

more than one nKjnth, Mr. Higbee dying on April i, igo8, and .Mr>. Iligbee

dying on Ma.\ 2. following, they having li\'ed to celebrate nearly si.xty-

fi\-e wedding anniversaries.

To Henry J. and Cordelia M. (Higbee) Hall two children ha\e been

born, Ray. born on April 17. 1875, '''*^*^^1 i" i88j, when seven years old, and

Guy A., born on November 23, i86g, is a resident of Detroit, where he is

engaged in business for himself, who is married and has three children, F.thel

Eldon and lone. Mr. and Mrs. Hall are members of the l^isciples church,

joining same in 1861 at \\'o(Klar(l, Fake Ronald township, and remained

members of that church until they moved to their present home, at which

time thev joined the church in Ionia. They take a warm interest in the various

local beneficences of the same.

JOHN R. HAY, M. D.

Standing high among the members of the medical profession of this

county is Dr. John R. Hay, who during nineteen years of able and cnn-

scientious practice has won the confidence and respect of all who know him.

John R. Hay was born on March 5, 1866, in Victoria count\-, Ontario,

Canada, the son of John and Jessie (Tweedie) Hay, both of whom were

natives of Canada. John Hay was a prosperous farmer and lived in Canada

all his life, dying there in 1913. Mrs. Jesse Hay is still living in the old home

in Canada. John and Jessie (Tweedie) Hay were the parents of eleven chil-

dren, all of whom live in Canada except the subject of this sketch.

John R. Hay secured his elementary educational training in the ])ul)lic

schools of his home district in Canada, and was reared on his father's farm.

Later he was graduated from the Collegiate Institute at Lindsay, Ontario,

after which he taught school for three years in Canada, lie entered the

medical department of Trinity University, where he s])ent three years, and

was graduated from the Michigan College f)f Medicine and Surgery at De-

troit in 1897, ^^'th the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Doctor Hay came
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immediately to this coimty and located at Pewamo, where he practiced his

profession from 1897 to 1909, when he moved to Saranac and has been

estabhshed here ever since.

On December 27, 1900, Jolm R. Hay was married to Emma Clark, who
is a native of Canada. She was reared in Canada and is a graduate of the

high scliool in her home district. Mrs. Hay is a member of the Congrega-
tional church and is active in all the good works of this denomination.

Doctor Hay is a Uepulilican and takes a good citizen's interest in politics,

but has never aspired to office. He is a member of Boston Lodge No. 14b,

Free and Accepted Masons, and Lyons Chapter No. 60, Royal Arch Masons.

He is also affiliated with the Knights of the Maccabees. Doctor and Mrs.

Hay have a large part in the social and cultural life of this communitv.

STLTHRN M. CRAWFORD.

Stephen M. Crawford was Ix^rn on January 5, 1852, at Springport, Jack-
son county, Michigan, the son of Stephen B. and Malinda B. (Burroughs)
Crawford. Stephen B. Crawford was born in New Hampshire, and was of

Scotch descent. He was reared in the Green Mountain state. When twentv-

one years of age he made a trip to the West, traveling through Michigan and

on to Chicago, when that place was only a small town. From Chicago he

worked his way to New Orleans and a little later returned to his old home
in New Hampshire. Subsequent!}-, he made a second trip to Michigan, when
he located at .Adrian, and after a short stay there moved to Jackson countv,

where he was married and where he entered a tract of government land.

Stephen B. Crawford added to his land holdings and presentlv was the owner

of three hundred acres of land in Jackson count\-. About 18^14 he ino\cd to

.\ll)i(jn, this state, where he died at the age of eigbty-two vears. llis wife

also died at .\lbion. She was a member of the Bapti.st church .Mr, Oawford
was a man of high moral character and aided all his children to .secure .1

good education.

Mr. ;uid .Mrs. .'-itepben l'>. ( raw ford were- the parents of four children,

three ot \\li(jni grew to maturity and two are li\'iiig in 1916. .Mien is a

farmer on the old home farm in Jackson county, and Stephen AL, the subject

of this sketch.

Ste])hen M. Crawford attended the common schools and was reared on

the farm, completing bis educational training ,-it .\lbion ( "ollege. While be
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was Still a young man he went to Detroit and secured employment as a sewing
machine salesman, and later was engaged in the same business in C"hicag(j.

Returning to Detroit he had charge of an .agency for the Howe Sewing
Machine Company, and was in this business about se\en years in all. Later

he went to Chicago, tra\eling and CDJlccting from his liea(l(iuarlfrs in that

city.

In 1875 Air. Crawford came to Ionia cinuilv and Incatcd at .Saranac,

where he was engaged in the hardware business for the following twent\'-live

years, starting in company with a Air. Henson, under the hrm name of Benson

& Crawford. Mr. Benson died in 1881 and Mr. Crawford carried on the

business by himself until icjoo, when he sold uut and turned Mr. Benson's

share of the proceeds oxer to his heirs.

Mr. Crawford was the leading si>irit in the organization of the Saranac

State Bank, which was established in lyoo. He has been president since its

organization. The bank has been very successful and has paid good di\i-

dentls to the stockholders. Mr. Crawford has made a good record as a banker

and has the confidence of the people as well as of his associates, .\side from

his interest in the bank, Mr. Crawford has accumulated considerable ])n)p-

erty, being the owner of real estate in .Saranac and (irand l\api(L. .Michigan.

On December 23, 1880, Stephen .\l. Crawford was married lo Mora

B. Cooper, who was born on Xox'ember 4. 1853, in Genesee county, New

York, and came with her parents to Michigan when she was a girl. The

Coojjers settled in Oakland county, Michigan, later moving to I'ontiac and

Mint, where Flora B. Cooper secured her education. She came to Saranac

in 1877, three years before her marriage.

Mr. and Mrs. Crawford are the ]>arents of one child, a daughter, l.ua K.,

who was born on September 27. i88_'. She attended the common schools and

was graduated from the high school at Saranac, and the high school at Ionia.

She taught school for two years and later attended the \'ysilanti Normal

College, in which institution she liecame a teacher, having classes in draw-

ing, designing and English. She was graduated from the I'ratt Institute

of Applied Art, at Brooklyn, New York, after which she taught in the

Cleveland, Ohio, technical high school for three years, and is now teaching

in the Dickinson technical high schools at Jersey City, New Jersey, having

imder her suj)er\'ision eight teachers.

Mr. and Mrs. Crawford are not members of any certain denonn'nation.

but are liberal supporters of various churches. Mr. Crawford is a Demo-

crat, and has served as president of the village council, also on the school

board and was justice of the pcare for eight years. He is a member of B.o.ston
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Lodge No. 46, Free and Accepted Ma.sons, and i^ past master of the lodge.

Hooker Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and Ionia ( 'mincil. Royal and Select

Masters, of which he is past chancellor. Both Mr. and Mrs. Crawford are

ineml)ers of the Order of the Eastern Star. Mrs. Crawford takes a promi-
nent part in the Ladies' Literary (.liih of Saranac and is also an associate

member of the Ladies' Literar\- Club of Ionia. The Crawford home is the

center of much genial h(jspitality, and Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Crawford

ha\e made man\- friends during their long and usefid residence in this

countv.

PKkR\- H. STEBBINS.

An ad\ucate of niddern methods of agriculture is Perry H. Stebbins.

cjne of the progressive farmers and stock raisers of Easton township. Ionia

county, who was born here on October 2. 1874. He is a son of George
and Lleanor ( Hardenbm gh ) Stebbins. The father was born on March 11.

1N40, in Clin.tnn county. Michigan, and his death occurred in Ionia, January

17, i<,)ii. at the age of se\enty years. He was a son of Chauncey and

Sophia (Rice) Stebbins. Chaunce\ Stebbins was born in Massachusetts in

1807, and was a son of Chester and Nancy Stebbins. He and Sophia Rice

were married in 1S27. She was born in Conway county, Massachusetts, in

1809, and was a daughter of Benjamin and Anne
( Monard) Rice. Her

niDther's father was a soldier in the Revolutionary \A'ar, and her own
father, Benjamin Rice, served in the W'.ir of 181 2. Chauncey M. Stebbins

moved to Ionia, Michigan, some time in the thirties, not long after the first

settlement here. He set up a log house and log barn in a little clearing in

the dense woods on land now within the city limits of Ionia, later moving
to Essex township, Clinton county, but returned to Ionia countv to live in

1844. when George Stebbins was four years old. He settled on the farm

which is now the site nf the ret()rm;itor\'. .-md here he siient his early life.

At that time Indians were here in large numljcrs and Ik; had Indian iiovs

for playmates and learned their language. Bear, deer and other l)ig game
was abundant. George .Stelibins was one of eight children, of wlmm onlv

two now sur\i\e, Seymnur M., of Ionia, and Chester H.. of Lakexiew.

lie and I'deanor Ilardenburgii were m.arried on Februarv 26, 1862. She

was Ixirn in Kent countv. Michigan, near Lowell, in a log house. .She is a

daughter of .Aaron ;ni(I Cynthia .\nn ( \\'hi])ple ) 1 l,u denburgh. The father

was hoi'n in Adri.'in. New ^'ork, and .-ittended college there. lie cimc to
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Oliio in early life and was married in that state and there his wife and

child died. He was a carpenter and cahinet-niaker l)y trade, which he

learned in his native state. While in Ohio he lioui^ht land in Michigan, and

came hrst tn Ionia, latL'r located near Lowell, where he hiiill :• l;iri;e honse

and pnt ont an orchard and improved his land. While living in the town

of Ionia, he Imilt a numlier of houses, several store buildings and the lirst

hotel. Later in life he nio\"ed to Sand Lake, near (irand Haven, where he

engaged in ltm:l>ering and Iniilt and ran a shingle-mill antl did a large busi-

ness there. The death of Aaron Llardenburgh occurred there in icS^o, when

Airs. George Stebbins was five years old, after which the widow returned

to Ionia with her two daughters. Eleanor and Louise, and a son. Henry.

The latter was a soldier in the C\y\\ War and died while in the serx'ice.

The widow was married again, in 1854, to Syh-ester Thompson. They
located on a farm in Laston township, but about 1880 removed to Belding.

where she died in 1007. l\leanor Hardenburgh grew to womanhood on the

farm and received a common school education. She became ibe mother of

four children, namely: Ala}-, wife of Ed. R. Rathlnin. lives in Easton town-

ship; Perry H. ; I.vda I'., is the wife of .Albert Harris, and the\- li\e in

Ionia; Hattie died in infancy. The mother oi these children, altliKuoh

now past her three score and ten, is a remarkablx' well-preserved woman.

Aaron Llardenburgh's father came to .America from Germany, with a

brother, who became a soldier in the War of 181J, and for deeds of valor

was ]jromoted to colonel of his regiment. Lynlhia .\nn W hipjile, wife of

Aaron Hardenburgh. was a daughter of Zebulon \A'hipple, who was born in

1798. Phoebe Andrews, wife of Zebulon Whipple, was of an old and

influential famiiv of near Hrattleboro, \erniont. William II. Whipple.

who was one of the signers of the Declaration of lndei)endence, was a rela-

tive of Zebulon Whipple. ])robably a *reat uncle. lie was a Southern slave

trader, and during the Revolutionary War he joined the .^merican navy.

George Stelibins and wife settled on his farm in section 30. Ea.ston

townshi]). Ionia couniv. in 1871. and cnnlinued to reside there for a ])eriod

of forty years, with their children near them. They spent the lirsl few

years of their married life near his father's home place, west of Ionia.

P.eing among the early settlers here, he and bis wife belonged to the Ionia

Countv Pioneer Society. He was a faithful member of the .Methodist

church all bis life.- and was a man of fine characteristics.

Perr\ H. Steb})ins, the immediate subject of this sketch, grew up on

the iiom'e farm. He received his education in the public schools and tin-

high school at Ionia, lie reniaineil on ilu- home farm until bis marriage.
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on December 2, 1896, to Alae E. Conner, who was liorn in liaston town-

ship and was a daughter of Thomas E. and jane (Pike) Conner. The father

was horn near Hrantford, Ontario, Canada, August 23, 1836. He came to

Micliigan in 1854. wlien eighteen \ears old. with his parents, Isaac B. and

Sarali (Darl)v) Conner, the faniil\- locating in Easton towiishii). Ionia

county, and here Thomas E. spent the rest of his life, engaging in fanning,

owning a good farm in section 18, Easton township. His death occurred

March 18, 1914, when seventy-seven years of age. Thomas E. Conner and

Mary Jane I'ike were married on March 25, i860. ."^he was born on

Noveml)er 9, 1838. near Brantford. Ontario, and her death occurred on

Noveiuber 10, 1907, the day after her sixty-ninth birthday. They were

both devout members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

Mrs. Perrv H. Stel>bins was borii and reared in Easton townshii), and

received her education in the local public schools and die Tonia high school,

after which she taught school for about five years.

After his marriage, I'errv El. Stebbins bought fifty acres in section 18,

Easton townshij), and fariued there three vears, then sold out and returned

to the old Stebbins homestead, where he has since resided, keeping the

place under goot! improvements and a high state of cultivation. He ]>ur-

chased the place about five years ago. He has one hundred and forty acres,

two good dwellings, large barns and other outbuildings. Politically, he is

a Repulilican. He served as justice of the peace for a short time, and from

1901 to 1905 was township clerk, and in the spring of i()i5 was again

elected to this office. He has two sons, Ehon and Maurice. He and his

wife belong to the Methodist Episcojial church, and he is a member of the

Gleaners and the Modern \\'oodmen.

Wdl.l.ARD SANbOUl) \'I'A).M \N.S.

One of the well-known and highly-resi>ecte(l citizens of Orleans town-

ship, Ionia covuity, oi a past genenition. who lived to good pur].H)se was the

late Willard Sanford Yeomans, a man whose name should be preserved in

the historv of his localitv along with others who ha\e led tiseful .-uid honor-

able lives here.

Willard Sanford \'eomans was born on Di-eember 31, 1858, west of

Jonia, in Easton towushi]). lie was a son of Sanford .\. ;uid Marietta

(Stebbins) Yeomans, and ;i brother of lulwin S. ^eomans, whose record,

appearing on another page of this voliuue. contains the family genealogy.



WIl.I.AKIi S. YKIIM.WS.





IONIA COL'NTI'. MICHIGAN. 8l

Willard S. \'eoiii;uis grew to manhood on the farm where Edwin S.

Yeomans now resides, and he received his etUication in the pulilic. schools of

Ionia and remained on the homestead until his marriaije, on January 28,

1880, to Clara (jott. She was l)orn in Kaston township, this county, where

she grew to womanhood and was educated. She is a daughter of Steven W.
.;uk1 Helen ( Herrick ) Gott. The fatiier was horn on June 13, 1SJ9, at

Wooster, New ^"ork. He was a son of James and Electa (Clark) Gott.

These parents were married in Lorain county, Ohio, February 22, 1850.

Helen Herrick was born in AJedina county, Ohio, September 28, 1833, •^"<^'

was a daughter of Harlow and Laura .\nn (Briggs) Herrick. Harlow

Herrick was Ixjrn July 21. 1801. at \\ atertown. New York, and was a son

of Amasa and I'olly (Robinson) Herrick. .\masa Herrick was a son of

Ezekiel Herrick, who was born at Tyringham, Berkshire county, Massachu-

setts, in 1726, and he became a member of the General Assembly of that

state, and was a major in the .\merican army during the Ke\()lutionar\-

War. He was a descendant of b'zekiel, Sr., a son of Ephraim. son of

Henry, who was born at Beau Manor, Leicester, Fuigland, in i(')04. He was

the Hrst immigrant of the familv to .\merica, locating in I'>e\erlv, Massa-

chusetts, where his sou. I'"phraim, was born. The famih- hisl(ir\- mav be

traced back through the nobilit}- to Eryryk, of Great Stretton and of Hough-
ton county. Leicester, Fjigland ( 1216-1272^ and he was a lineal descend-

ant of Eric the Forester. The name w;is subsequently changed to Eryick,

then to Lleyrick. and finallv to Herrick. Laura .\nn Briggs, mentioned

above, was Ixim at Taunton, Bristol county, Massachusetts, June 2"], 1804,

and was a daughter of Ezra and Sally (Jones) Briggs. She moved to

Medina county, Ohio, about 1822. Fier father was a sailer and for some

time was under the fatuous Joiin Paul Jones. She was married to I larlow

Herrick, June 21, 1828, and they moved to Michigan alioiu 1865, locating

in Easton townshi]), Ionia county. Michigan, where her death occurred on

]'"ebruarv 10, 1898. .Amosa LTerrick, great-grandfather of Mrs. Yeomans,

was also the great-grandfather of Myron T. LTerrick, former .American

ambassador to France at the outbreak of the European war. Harlow Her-

rick died in K'onald township, fonia comity. May 31, iSqi. S. W. Gott and

wife moved to Michigan in May, 1855. l<icating in I^aston township. Ionia

county, where Mr. (lott purchased a farm and here s]7ent the rest of his

life, dving on l)eceml)er 7. looi. His widow is still living on the old home

place, being now past eighty-two years of age. She lives with her son,

George Gott. Mrs. Yeomans grew uj) in Easton township, and she attended

high school in Ionia.

(6a)
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After his marriage, Willard S. Yeomans spent a year on the nld home

place, lieino; now past eighty-two years of age. She lives with her son.

of his life, from 1881. ?Te improved the place, erecting most of the build-

ings that are now to be seen i)n tlie farm, including a fine residence and sub-

stantial barns. The home is modern. equip])ed with steam heat, acetylene

lights, etc. His home farm consisted of one hundred and sixty acres, and

he owned forty acres a short distance aw ay. He was one of the prosperous
farmers of his township. Idis family consisted of four children, namely:
Maurice W., Margery, Afarietta, who died when an infant, and Florence.

The living children are all with their mother on the homestead.

The death of VVillard S. 'N'eomans occurred on November 4, igoS.

FRANK W. HALL.

Frank \\ . Hall, one of Ionia county's best-known farmers, pro-

prietor of a fine farm of ninety-nine acres in Easton township, just north nf

the city of Ionia, is a nati\-e son of this countw having been born on a

pioneer farm in Orleans township, December 20, 1S57, son of Joshua S. and

Sarah Amanda ( Haight ) Hall, w ho for \ears were among the l)est known and

most inffuential residents of that part of the county, further details of whose

history in this C(_iunly is set out iri a memorial sketch relating to Joshua S.

Hall, presented elsewhere in this \-olunie, to which the attention of the reader

is invited in this connection.

Frank VV. Hall was about sexenteen \'ears old when the faniih- nioxed

from Orleans township, a mile or so south, int(j Ivislon township ;uk1 on the

home farm in the latter township he lived until his marriage at the age of

twenty-five years, after which he moved across into Ionia township, where

he bought forty acres of land and l)egan farming for himself. He re-

mained there for about eight years, at the end of which time he sold his

place and moved to his ]>resent farm of ninety-nine acres on the west side of

the state road about one mile north of Main street in Ionia, where he has

ever since made his home. I lis farm is profiL-iliK I'ultnated. He has a

fine, large brick house and he and his family are very comfortabb' situated.

In addition to general fariuing Mr. T-Tall has gi\en considerable attention

to stock raising.

On his IweiUy-lifth liirthd.av, December 20. I(SS2, l-'rank W. Il;ill was

united in marriage to Imuul-l |, M\(.-rs, wh<i was born at (irand Raiiids, this
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State, daughter of William James and Anna E. (Smith.) Myers, the former

a native of Connecticut and the latter of Alichigan, bom at Courtland Center,

near Grand Rapids. William J. Myers came to Michigan when a young
man and engaged in custom shoemaking at Grand Rapids, where he married

Anna E. Smith, later returning to his old home in Connecticut. In i86i he

enlisted for service during the Civil War in a Connecticut regiment and

died in service when his daughter Emma was a small child. His widow re-

turned to Grand Rapids, where she married Joseph Howard, who presently

moved to this county, settling on a farm near Woods Corner, in Orleans town-

ship, where he established a permanent home, and there Emma Myers grew
to womanhood, remaining there until her marriage to Mr. Hall. Her niotlier

died on October 7, 1903.

To bVank ^^^ and Emma J. (Myers) Hall six children have l)een born,

as follow: Ruth A., who lives in Grand Rapids; Ada J., who married Harry

Shields, of Grand Rapids and has one son, Wendell; Ella M. and Delia M.,

twins, the former of whom li\-es in Grand Rapids and the latter at home ;

Gertrude, of Grand Rapids, and Clarence J., at home. Mr. and Mrs. Hall

are members of the Church of the Disciples at Ionia and are warmly in-

terested in all neighborhood good works.

CHESTER .\DGATE

Chester Adgate. a well-known stockman and retired farmer, of Saranac,

this countv, is a native son of Ionia county, having liecn l)orn on llie old

Adgate homestead in Berlin township, three-fourths of a mile south of

the school house, February 3, 1857, son of John and Catherine CE'ifl )

Adgate, well-known residents of that section.

John Adgate was Ijorn near Bata\ia. .\'e\v ^'urk, and when a boy crune

with his parents to Michigan, the family settling in Oakland county, where

they lived for a few vears before coming to Ionia county. Grandfather

Adgate bought an eighty-acre tract in Ionia township, now a part of the old

Kelsey farm, and there Ik- died a few years later, after which bis widow

moved to Tuttles Corners and it was there that John .Adgate grew to man-

hood. After his marriage he Iwught a farm in section 33. Berlin township,

this county, where he established his home and where he spent the remainder

of his life, his death occurring on .\ugust 26, 1888. To John and Catherine



§4 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

I

(Taft) Adgate four children were born, the eldest of whom, a son, died in

infancy and the youngest of whom is the subject of this sketch, the others

being Lowina, wife of Riley Harwood, of Ionia, and Adaline. who died

at the age of eighteen years. The mother of these children dietl in 1859 and

John Adgate later married Rosetta Briggs, to which union four children

were lx>rn, William, who lives in Saranac; Philo, of Berlin township; Milo,

who occupies the old home farm in that same township, and Sarah, who
died at the age of twelve.

Cbe^er Adgate was reared on the old home farm, receiving his edu-

cation in the neighboring district school, and remained at home until he was

eighteen years of age, after which he began working on neighboring fanns
on his own account and was thus engaged for about two years, at the end

of which time his father Ijcjught a forty-acre farm in Berlin township west of

his own farm and gave it to the subject, who began to develop the same. .-\

year later, in the spring of 1876, he married and established a home on his

little farm where he lived for a few years and then traded that "fortv" for a

similar tract in .section 21 of the same township, upon which, however, he

did not make his licjme, presently trading that for an eighty-acre tract in

the same township, on which he lived until he sold that farm and mo\ed
to Ionia, where for three years he was engaged in the live stock business

and al.so conducted a meat market. He then liought the Sessions farm in

Berlin township and lived there until he sold that farm to the county for

a county farm in 1906, after which he moved to Saranac where he ever

since has been qutte successfully engaged in the'buying and selling of live

stock. Mr. Adgate still owns a fine farm of one hundred and fortv-four

acres, the old Tibbets farm, in Berlin township, and is also the owner of a

business building in Saranac. He is a Democrat, and during his residence

in Berlin township was elected supervisor of that township for ti\e successive

terms, resigning that office when he moved to Saranac.

On April i, 1876, ("hester Adgate was united in marriage to Norah I l.ir-

wood, and to this union seven children have been born, namely: Mar\', wife

of Gilbert Curtiss, living on the old Webb ^'oung place in Berlin town-

ship; Vinnie, wife of Charles Gates, superintendent of the county farm in

Berlin township; Lydia, wife of Perry Walters, a farmer in section 20 of

th.it same townshi]): I'lidcne, wife of i\a\ .Smith, a farmer li\ing .-U the

Hartley school house in section 9 of Berlin townshi]); Marl, a farmer living

near Berlin Center; Glenn, who is in the cluthing business at Saranac, and

John, who is just completing the course in the Saranac high school.
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ALBERT E. GESLl'IR, M. D.

Ur. Albert E. Gesler, well-known antl snccessfui physician of Saranac,

this county, is a native son of Michigan, having teen I)orn in the village

of Mont\iIle. in St. Joseph county, this state, July 17, 1850. son of the

Rev. Lewis C. and Elizabeth (Snow) Gesler, tiie former cjf whom was a

native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Massachusetts, wito later became

prominent residents of this state.

Tlte Rev. Lewis C. Gesler was of Swiss parentage, his ]),irents Jiaxing

come from Switzerland to this country, settling in Lancaster county. I'cimsyi-

vania, where he was born on May i, 1820. Tlie family later moved to

Ohio, where Lewis C. Gesler grew to manhood and where he received his

education. .As a young man he came to Michigan, locating on a farm in St.

Joseph county. He had received an excellent religious training from his

pious parents and after coming to this state seriously entered upon the study

of theology with a view to entering the gospel ministry and was presently

ordained as a minister of the United Iirethern church, in which high calling

he continued until failing health compelled his retirement from the pulpit.

( )n Sei)teml3er 13, 1841, not long after he came to .Vlichigan, Lewis ('.

Gesler was united in marriage at Wendoii, in St. Joseph county, to r^lizaiietli

Snow, who was born at Boston, Massachusetts, October 21, 1825, and who

had come to this state with her parents when a girl, and to this union ten

children were born, of whoin nine grew to maturity, as follow; Maria,

widow of Moses Seiber, of Hastings, this state; Edward, who also lives

at Hastings; Orin, of Cloverdale, this state; Sarah, widow of Howard Mosier,

of Gloverdale; Albert E., the sul)ject of this sketch; Mary, deceased, who

was the wife of James Snyder; Mattie, wife of Porter Marion, of .Augusta,

this state; Carrie, wife of Haxid .Morthland. of Cedar Creek, this state, and

.Arthur, who is engaged in the furniture business in Oregon. When his fail-

ing health comi)elled his retirement from the mini.stry the Rev. Lewis C.

Gesler moved to Hastings, this state, in 1880, and there he died in k/X), his

widow folUnving him in death about six years later.

.\lbert E. Gesler received his elementary education in the schools of

Barry countv and at the age of seventeen entered Ix)ni College, at Loni.

this state. After a two-years course there he began teaching school and for

two years was thus engaged in Barry county. He then went to Kansas

where he taught for a year, after which he entered the Kansas State Nor-

mal School at I^avenworth. with a view to further prejjaring himself for

teaching, but before completing the course there his father's failing health
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necessitated his return home. In the meanwhile lie iiad been giving his serious

thought to the study of medicine, and at the age of twenty-four entered the

office of IJr. E. l\ Brown, at Hastings, and after preparatory study there

matriculated at the homeopathic medical department of the Michigan State

University at Ann Arbor, where he pursued his studies for a year, at the

end of which time, in order to gain the advantage of better clinical experience,

he transferred his attendance to the Pulte Medical College at Cincinnati, from

whicli institution he was graduated in 1877.

Upon receiving his degree. Doctor Gesler came to Ionia county and on

June J.2, 1877, opened an office for the practice of his profession at Saranac

and there he has been thus engaged ever since and has been very successful.

He has kept abreast in the advancement made in recent years in his noble

l)rofession, and has done post-graduate work at the Haberman Medical Col-

lege and the Polyclinic Medical College at I'hicago, the Chicago Homeopathic
Medical College at Chicago, and the medical department of the University of

Michigan. Doctor Gesler is a memljer of the Michigan State Homeopathic

Society and of the West Michigan flomeopathic Societ\- of which latter he

was president in 191 5. He is an independent Republican in his political

views, and has ever given his thoughtful attention to local civic affairs. 1^'or

two consecutive terms he was president of the .Saranac village corporation, and

it was largely through his unceasing and well directed eft'orts while occu-

pying that position that the present waterworks system and the boulevard

lighting system were installed.

On September 10, 1879, Dr. .\lbert E. Gesler was united in marriage to

Vesta C. A. Harris, who was born in Macomb countv, this state, Novemlier

24, 1854, daughter of Fayette and Marjorie ( I-'orbes ) Harris, who moved
with their family to this count}- in 18O3, settling on a farm a short distance

east of Saranac, where they lived for four years, at the end of wliicli time

they moved to St. Johns, \vhere X'esta Harris taught school until her marriage
to Doctor Cjesler. I'he year after her marriage Mrs. (lesler entered the

Herring Medical College at St. Louis. .Missouri, from which she was graduat-

ed in 1881. ;if(cr which she l)ccame engaged with her husband in practice

at Saranac, with Haltering promise of ;i brilliant career in meilicine. until

failing health compelled her retirement and lu-r death ociiined on lime 10.

looi. She was a member of the ( onoregational church and for two ve.irs

before her death h;id been acting as superintendent of the Sundav school of

that congregation. To .\lbert h". and \'esta A. C. (Harris) Gesler two chil-

dren were, born, James F.irrand, a graduate of the Saranac high school, who'

after a year at Ferris rnstilute at l'>ig l\;i|)i(ls entered McLaughlin's Business
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College at Grand Kapids, from which he was graduated, and is now located

at Chicago, and Carl Grant, who is now located at Lansing.
< )n August J5. lyoj. Dr. .\lliert l-^. Gesler married Airs. Ileleu Hur-

bank, of Salt Lake, Utah, who was born at Kenosha, Wisconsin. W hen she

was a \-oung girl her parents moved to Denver, Colorado, where she re-

cei\ed an excellent education, her .schooling there being followed by a com-

prehensive tour through luu-npe. during which time she si)eni considerable

time at Hanover, finishing her studies in music and German, after which

for some time she was engaged as a teacher in the high .school at Colorado

Springs, later as a teacher in the Denver high scIkkiI and then in the schools

of Salt Lake, where she made her home fur four \ears. Doctor and Mrs.

(lesler are members of the Congregational church, the Doctor being chair-

man of the board of trustees of the same, lie is ;i Mason, a member of

Boston Lodge No. 146 of that order, and takes a warm interest in Masonic

affairs.

ERNEST S. W'OOI-DRIDGE.

It is a privilege which should be fully a])preciated if we are permitted

to spend our lives beneath "the roof that heard our earliest cry." Ernest

S. Wooldridge, of Orleans township, Ionia county, has been so favored by

fortune, and still lives on the farm on which he was torn on March 22,

1862. He is a son of, Samuel Wooldridge and wife, a sketch of whom will

be found on another page of this volume.

Ernest Wooldridge grew uj) on the home farm, where he began work-

ing during the suiuiuer months when but a boy, and in the winter tiiue he

attended the district schools. .After the death of his father, he and his

brother, l-",dw;ird, ])urcliased the interests of the other heirs in the home

place, which they farmed together, and were also partners in other land now

owned by Ernest S. They operated both these places in ])artnership and

thev still w'ork together a great deal, but they divided their hoUlings sev-

eral years ago. Ernest now owns the home projjerty in section 31, Orleans

tovvn.ship, consisting of one hundred eighteen and one-half acres, lie has

kept the lau'l under a tine state of cultivation and improvement. In 1893

he erected a commodious and attractive brick house, al.so has two large

barii> and other convenient ouUniildings. He is carrying on general farm-

ing and stock raising successfully, everything about ;his place denoting

thrift and good management.
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Ernest S. Wooldridge was married in 1900 to Emma Doty, a sister of

Mrs. Edward M. W'ooldrids^e, mentioned in anotlier part of this work. The

Doty family i.s mentioned elsewhere in this work. Emma Doty grew up
on the home farm in Berlin townshi]), tliis connty, and was educated in the

public schools. She lived at home until her marriage. Four children have

been liorn to Ernest ,S. Wooldridge and wife, three daughters and a son,

namely: \nna Ethel, born in November, 1003; Lucile, who died in infancy;

Harold I'.rncst, i)orn on January i, ir)o6; Louise, liorn in June, 1007, and

Dorothy, iiorn in July, 19 12.

Mr. and Mrs. Wooldridge Ijelong to the F^ast Otisco Farmers Club

and also to the Orleans Farmers Clul). Tliey are students of modern

methods of husbandry, anrl many of these methods are in operation on

their farm. They have an heirloom in the shape of a book of the Church

of England. ])rinted in the year 1787. They are hospitable and neighborly

people.

CHARTE.S M. RAESTOX.

Charles M. Ralston, a well-known and progressive farmer of Sebewa

township, this county, and one of the directors of the b'armers Mutual b'ire

Insurance Company of Ionia county, is a native of Ohio, but has lixed in

this coinit\- since he was a bal>e in arms and may almost lay claim, there-

fore, to life-long residence in his county. He was born on a farm in

.Seneca county, C)hio. I'"ebruary 25, 1867, son of Andrew M. and Catherine

(Spitler) Ralston, who later l)ecame well-known residents of this county.

Andrew M. Ralston was l)iirn in \ irginia and mo\'ed to Ohio when a

boy with his parents. He grew up in Seneca county and later moved to

Michigan, where he married .\nn M. Crapo, niece of former (Governor

Crapo, and settled in Seliewa town^bip. this cimntw after m.arriage. To
tiiat uniim two children were born, of wlmm one is ninv living, (iideon D.

Ralston, i)f .Six Lakes. Lpon the death of hi- first wife, .\ndrew M. Rals-

ton returned to his old home in .'^eneca count\, ( )hio. and there he married

Catherine .Spitler. lie and lii< wife remained in Seneca count\- for about

four years after their marriage and then i;ime to Michigan. Mr. Ralston

resinning his fanning operations in Sebawa township, this coiuUw lie

became one of tlie most substantial farmers in that neighborhood and •served

the ])ublic for some lime in the ca])acity ot >n]>ervisor and treasurer of the

township. .\ndre\\ M. Ralston died on January 21. 1807, and his widow-

survived for a little more than fifteen years, her death occurring on Febru-
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ary 28, 1912. They were the i>areiitb> of three children, of whom the siili-

ject of this sketch is tlie eklest, the others heing Joseph G., a well-known

fanner of Seliawa township, and Walter F... of Cement City, this state,

Charles Al. Ralston was hut one \ear old when his parents estahlished

their home in this connty and he Lirmx np on the home farm in .Sehawa

township, receiving his edncation in the schools in that neighhorhood. Me

was carefnlly trainctl as a farmer and has followed that x'ocation all his

life, now farming one hnndred and se\ent\-li\'e acres. On jnnc _'0, i8c)4.

Charles M. R.alston was united in marriage to Harriet (Jlr\', who was horn

on a farm adi(jining that of the Ralston place. March 9. 1873. daughter of

John C. and Laura 01r\-. and who received her education in the school.s of

Portland, graduating from the high school in that place. After his mar-

riage, Mr. Ralston estahlished iiis home on the farm which he now lives and

ever since has made his home there. His wife died on June 2j^, H)I4.

Mr. RalstfiU is a RepuMican and h;is f(5r years taken an active p.ari in

local political affairs, ha\ing served as a delegate to county and state con-

ventions of his |i.irt\'. lie for vcars has t;iken a prominent part in the

Grange and is past master ot the grange at Sehewa and of the count\-

grange. He is a progressi\-e and enter]irising citizen and is one of the direc-

tors of the l'"armers Mutual Insnr.ance Company, incorporated, the officers

of which con.cern are as follow ; President, h'rederick Pitt: vice-president,

(ieorge Jordan: secretary. J. 1.. I'owler, and directors, William 11. IMadison,

Peter Kohn, Alhert Delzell, Charles ?\1. Ralston and Xathan (iould.

Mrs. Ralston was a memher of the Grange, and for ten years was

lecturer of the county grange, .^he was highly esteemed and her death was

dei)l(jred 1>\ all who knew her. Wcr remains were interred in Lake Side

cemeterv, Lake Odessa.

.\.\'rii.\.\' W I.XSl.OW.

One of the native sons of lunia county who has lived to see and Lake

part in the wdndrous changes that ha\e "come o\er the tace ot the land

here during the past h.alf century or more, is .Xathan W'inslow, successful

farmer of Easton township. He was horn at Ionia. hel)ruary 19, 1846. and

is a .son of William and .Mary .\nn ( Kanouse ) W'inslow. The father was a

young man when he came with his parents, iCzra Winslow and wife, to

Ionia county in early j)ioneer days, very soon after the first settlement. The

family located on wild land in haston township. Here William was married

to Mary Ann Kanouse. who was young when she came to Ionia county



90 IONIA CUUNTY^ MICHIGAN.
t

with her parents, Abraham and Isabel (Laugheryj Kanouse, from Tyrone
Mihs, h'ayette county, i'enns) l\ania, m 1836. They made the long journey
in wagons drawn Ijy oxen. Abraham Kanouse was a millwright. When he

reached Ionia he ubserxed that the De.xter nnll was standing idle, Ijecause

the water-wheel had not been properly constructed. He soon took the con-

tract to make the mill run, and after relmilding the wheel he set the mill

going, and was paid one hundred dollars for his work. He settled in liaston

township on eighty acres which he had previously traded for. 1 le died alniul

a year after coming here, and the one hundred dollars which he bad receneU

from Mr. Dexter was all he had to leave his widow, two sons and a daughter,
who continued to live on the land for some time, where b\- hard work the

family supported themselves. The Indians were very friendh and often

gave them deer meat. The mother reared her children in comparative com-

fort and she spent the rest of her life in ICaston township.
W illiam W'inslow worked at \'aricius kinds of masonr\- and plastering.

He lived in Ionia part of the time. When .Vathan was twelve vears old the

family moved to a farm in section 14, about 1858, the |)lace being unim-

proved, and there they built a log cabin in the woods. I'bev li\ed there

until the prison was built, when they bought a farm in I'erlin townshi]), sell-

ing out a few years later and mox'ing to Ionia, where they lived Iwo vears;

then bought another farm in LJerlin township and lived there until about

1893, when the_\- mo\ed to Saranac, where the father's deatii occurred in

the fall of 1899. His wife died when .\athan was eight vear^ old, leaving

two children; Kosanna, the daughter, died in iSoS; she \\a> the wife (if

Nathan Boyer, of St. Louis. Michigan. \ third child, a son. died before

Nathan was born. .After the death of the mother the father married .\nii

North, a daughter o| |ohn \ortb, who was also a pioneer settler here. I'"i\e

children were born of this second mairiage. nameh' : l!\ron. Thoni.is \\.,

i>enford L., John and lulith.

Nathan W'inslow left home when fourteen vears old ami wc irked on

the .Simon Welch f;inn four years. Wlieii eighteen \ears old. he enlisted

on lA-bruary J3. 18(14, in (dm]);my D, Third .Michigan Cawdrv of Veteran

X'oiunteers, .and retnained in the ser\ ice until l'"el>ruarv 1 _'. iSo(), in the

western .ariny. lie was in .New ( )rleans, I.ouisian.a, when Lincoln was

assassinated. Later his regiment was sent to Mexico to bel]i depose .M.axi-

milian. They were Incited at Eagle I'.ass for .some time, but were in Texas

from .August 2, T8f)5, to b'ebruary 15. 1866. He proved to be ;ni el'ticient

soldier, and was bonorabh' discharged. b'eliru;ir\- 1 j, 1866. at .San Antonio.

Texas. lie h;id an eventful \'o\age from (I.-dveston across the (iulf to
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New Orleans, thence up the IMississippi to Cario. lUinois. After liis career

in the army he worked at farming in Ionia count)- until 187-'. as a hired hand.

Having saved his earnings he purchaseil the place where he now li\cs, in

section 22, Easton township, starting witli forty acres of unimproved land,

which he cleared and put under culti\ation, and later hought twenty acres

more, adjoining, and here he has lived ever since and has a comlortahle

home. In i<S7_^ he married Annie Hoover, who was l)orn in I )akland cnunty.

She came to l)anl)\' township, Ionia county, when \oung, with her p.arents,

W'illiam and ii^hzabeth Hoover. Two children were l)orn lo tlii> union,

namely: Herbert, who lives in Ionia, was married to Myrtle 1 hil;in, and Uicy

have one child, lunma ; Carrie is the wife of Charles (.'onner, llicy live in

Easton township, and have three daughters, Josephine, \'eda and lone. Sub-

ject's fir.st wife died on Ajiril 0, 1S8S. On .Xovember 21, i88(), .Mr. Wins-

low married Eva Simington, who was born in .Saranac. Ionia county, ,intl

is a daughter of George W. and Margaret Ann ( Shively ) Simington. The

father was born in Ohio, April, 1830, and there grew to manhood and m.arried

and removed to Ionia county, Michigan, about 1852. He was a blacksmith

by trade. He spent nearly all of his life after coming here in the vicinity

of Ionia, and died about icjo^, his widow surviving until in \pnl, Kju.

They were the parents of nine children, namely: Johnson, Lillie, bllizabeth,

Margaret, one died in infancy, Louise, George W'., Marion, Eva, George W.,

and Marion.

Mr. W'inslow is a member of the Grand .\rin\ of the Republic, lie is

a well preser\-ed man and is hale and hearty. Although he had to undergo

great hardships in the army and saw his comrades die l>y the dozens, he

came out uninjured.

HUGH I. WEI J.FARE.

Hugh J. Wellfare, a farmer and stock raiser of Danby township, Ionia

county, has mafle a success of his chosen vocation Ijecause he has worked

hard, managed well and liked his line of endeavor. He was born on the

farm where he now lives, June 27, 1870. and is a son of Jesse and i.ydia

(McCansey) Wellfare. The father was born in Linfield, Sussex county,

England, south of London. His father worked on a large estate there for

many years and there Jesse si)ent his l)oyhood and went to school, being

twelve years old wlu-n his p.-irents brought him to New York state, loc;iting

in Canandaigua, where the parents sikmU the rest of their lives, the father
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engaging in gardening, also the undertaker's business. Jesse Wellfare

v\orked on the farm in the summer time and attended school during the

winter montlis. receiving a good education for those days. He remained

with liis parents on the liomestead until he was twentj'-two years old, when
he came to Calhoun county, Michigan, having traded property which he

owned in the state of New- York for eighty acres here, and on this he set-

tied after his marriage to Sarah Owen. To them three children were born,

name!)- : Alary, who is the wife of C B. Twomley. of Lansing, Michigan;
h'rank is living in Lansing, and X'iola is the wife of George Gunn, of

.Sebewa township, Ionia county. Jesse Wellfare lived i:i Calhoun county
until the winter of iS6-|, when he removed to Danby township, Ionia countv,

having traded his farm in the lormer count\' for one hundred acres here.

Mis wife died in September, 1865, and on December 25, of that year, he

married Lydia McCansey, a native of the state of New York, born on April

17, 1846, she being six years old when her parents moved to Ionia county,

Michigan, in 185J, her father buying a farm in Danijy township, where he

li\ed until 18O1, when he enlisted in Company D, Ninth Michigan Volun-

teer Infantry, in which he served about a year. He did not sur\'ive very

long after retiuuing home. His family consisted of seven children, five

of whom survive. His widow continued ti) li\-e on the home farm in

Danby township until aliout 186S, when she moved to Sebewa township.

Her death occurred in 1883.

Jesse Wellfare continued to li\e on the home farm here for fiftv

years, d\"ing .\ugnst <;, iQi-- He has two children. Hugh 1., the subject

of this sketch, and Lee N., who li\es in Sturgis, Michigan. He was a

memljer of the Congregational church, although he was reared in the Epis-

copalian faith in England. He was a stanch Republican in his earlier

years, but in later life was a Democrat. He was a great reader.

Hugh J. Wellfare grew up on the farm and received his education in

the Portland schools, graduating from the high school in i8yi. He worked
I in the farm in the summer ,uid taught during the winter months, attending

.\lbion College one year; then in district schools four years. Since 1895
he has dexoted his attention to farming, ;md owns a well-improved place

111 one hundred acres, his place being known as "b'ieldsview." In connec-

tion with general farming lu- raises high-grade Durb.im mm\ lersev cattle,

lie was married on July 1. i8()6, to Carrie .\. Dorman, a daughter of

David and Kosetta {Gibi)nns) Dorman. and to their union four children

have been born: Marian M., now se\eiUeen years old, is a student in the

I'ortland high school: [esse 1).. hftceu. is .also attending high school: Doro-
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tliy I. i? in tlie district sciiool ; and Catherine L. is also in the district school.

-Mr. W'ellfare and family belong to the Methodist Episcopal chnrch in

Danby township, in which he is a steward. l'"raternally. he l)elongs to

Mulliken Lodge Xo. 4i_', I'Vcc and Accejited Masons, also Lodge No. Y)-

Royal Arch iSIasons, and the Royal and Select Masters, of I'ortland. Poli-

tically, he is a Democrat, and is actix'e in party affairs. He has served as

ixithniaster and has been school director for the past six years. lie w;is

township clerk in 1897 "^"^1 1898. and is at this writing filling a \ acancy

in this office. He was justice of the ])e;ice from 1909 to 1013.

i':DWL\' S. YEOMANS.

. The dairy business has long been an iftiportant industry in Michigan.

One of the farmers of Ionia county, who has been carrying on this depart-

ment in connection with general agricultural ]>ursuits with pronounced suc-

cess, is Edwin S. Yeomans, of Easton township. He was born on Septem-

ber 19. 1867, on the farm where he now lives. He is a son of Sanford .\.

and ALarietta .\. (Stei>bins) \'eonians. A full record of the father is to

be found on another page of this volume. Subject's mother was born in

l'"r;inklin county, Massachusetts, March 6. 1829, and is a daughter of

Chauncy and Sophia (Rice) Stebbins. C'hauncy Stebbins was born in Mas-

sachusetts in 1807, and was a son of Chester and Nancy Stebbins. In 18,^7

he married Sophia Rice, w ho was born in Conway county, Massachusetts,

in 1809, and was a daughter of lienjamin and Anne (Monard) Rice. Her

mother's father was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and her own father,

Benjamin Rice, served in the War of i8ij. Chauncy M. Stebbins came to

Ionia county, Michigan, during the thirties, being among the earliest set-

tlers here. He made a little clearing in the great woods and erected a .small

log cabin and a log barn. This land is now within the limits of the town

of Ionia. Later he moved to Clinton county and lived in Essex township

until l<'^.14. when he ri'turned to Ionia cotnUy. when his flaughter. .M.-iriettJi.

was about tifteen yeans old. Me settled where the reformatory is now

located. Marietta A. Stebbins grew up in a frontier environment and lu-r

brothers had Indians boys for playmates and the language of the red men

was familiar to them. i!e;ir. deer and other wild animals were common in

this locality then. By her marriage to Sanford .\. Yeomans five sons and one

daughter were born, among them being Frank H. and Edwin S., of this

sketch.
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Edwin S. Yeomans attended the schools of Ionia and Poiicher's Busi-

ness College, and he remained on the home farm until the death of his

father, working with him, then took charge of the place which he managed
on his own account and has continued on the homestead ever since, having
made many improvements and kept the place under a fine state of cultiva-

tion. Three years ago he added dairying to his general farming and has

l)een successful in both lines. The home i>lace contains four hundred and
ten acres. There are three tenant houses, and the family home is a large,
handsome residence in the midst of pleasant surroundings. Several large
barns and convenient outl)uildings are also to be seen on the place. Part

of the buildings were demolished by a tornado in September, 191 5. Besides

the home farm. Air. N'eomans owns other farms, aggregating two hundred
and fifty acres, in Easton township, and town property in Ionia, among
which is the American House. He also owns Grandfather Yeoman's old

homestead, same being situated on West Main street. He has lieen very suc-

cessful in a business way and is one of the substantial men of his countv.

Mr. Yeomans was married, first, to Etta R. Kitson, who died on
October 28, 1901. By this union two children were born, both deceased;

they were named as follow: Dorothy, who died on May 24, igoo, and
Sanford I\., who died on December 7, igoi. On Februarv 16. 1904. Mr.

Yeomans married Ola M. Snell, who was born in Easton township. Ionia

county, and is a daughter of George A. and Catherine .\. ( Powilson ) Snell.

Mr. Snell was for man\' )'ears a prosperous farmer of Easton townshi]),
but now lives in Ionia. He was born in Seneca countv, Xew York, Inne

21), 1844, and is a son of Sylvanus T. and Susan ( Tunison ) Snell, both of

(ierman ancestry and natives of New Jerse\-. Slyvanus T. Snell came to

h^nia county, Michigan, first, in 1836. only three years after the first settle-

ment of this county, and here he bought three hundred and Iwentv acres in

what is now Easton township, for which he paid six dollars per acre, but

he did not begin developing this land into a .farm until i84(;. when he

removed here with his family, and by hard work cleared it up ami put it

in cultivation. He erected a small log cabin that served as the familv home
for some time. His death occurred two years later, leaving a widow and
six children. The widow survived until June 28, 1884, dying at the age of

.seventy-five years. These jiarents were bdth :;ctive workers in the Baptist
(bin"ch.

(ieorge A. Snell grew u]) amid pioneer scenes, and on New ^'ear's

day. 1870. married Ann I 'ciw ilsim, who was born in Benton count\-, .\rkan-
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sas, December i6, 1850. She is :i (lau<^hter of Isaac \'. and Elizai>elh

(Allen) Powilson. Her father was a native of Xevv Jersey and the mother

was torn in the state of New York. These parents removed to Kalamazoo,

Michigan, wlien tlieir ilaughter, Amie, was yonng in vears.

George A. Snell continued farming in Easton township on the home-

steatl whicii his father had l)oiight in the early days, and developed an

excellent farm of cme hundred and twenty acres here, remaining on the

farm until .March, IQ06, when he mined to Ionia, where he liougiit his

])resent home. Mrs. Veomans grew u]) on her father's farm and \v;is edu-

cated in the public schools.

To Mr. and Mrs. \'eomans three children ha\e been l)orn, namely :

Russell E., who died March 25, 191 1, at the age of four years; b'.dwin R.,

born on Se])teml)er U). looi), and Gerald D.. born on December 25, 1911.

EDW.VUU MAUklCI': WOOLDRIDGE.

Earming is the world's biggest business. It furnishes the nations with

food and is the basis of all prosperity and happiness, in a material sense.

One of the successful farmers of Ionia county is Edward Maurice Wool-

dridge, of Easton township. He was born only a short distance trom where

he now lives, April 11, 1S67, and is a son of Samuel and -Mary (Lightfoot)

Wooldridge, whose records ma\ l)e foimd elsewhere in this volume.

Edward M. Wooldridge grew up on the home farm and he received his

education in the local public schools; later he formetl a partnershij) with his

brother, Ernest, and they purchased the old homestead after the death of

their father and farmed in partnershij) many years, not only the home

farm, but also bought other land. Their holdings have since been divided,

Ernest keeping the home place, lidward Al. jiurchased one hundred acres

in the northern part (if I'.aston township, on which he built a good resi-

dence in i()0:, al.-o baruN and other buildings. His residence is modernly

er]uipi)ed, with steam heat, hot .and cold water, etc. His |>lace is well kept

and well imjiroved in every respect, and he is one of the most enterprising

general farmers of his township.

Mr. Wooldridge was married, i'eliruary 17, i<S97, to Millie Doty, wlm

was born in Berlin township, Ionia county, and is a daughter of Charles .ind

.M.-irv idizabeth (Bailey) Doty. Her father was born in Berlin townshii),

lulv K), i8^o, and died in November, 1909, in his sixtieth year. He was
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tlic soil of William ynd .Xnianda Al. ( Winslow ) IJoty. William Doty was

from New York, and he came to Ionia county, Michigan, when a young

man, soon after the first settlement of the county, before the Indians had

been removed. He entered governnieiU land in llcrlin to\vnshii>, about

one-lialf mile we-.t of where the a.syluni now stands, and there he developed

a gootl farm by hard work and spent the rest of his hfe in that community.

He also built a warehouse on Grand river and brought freight here by boat

from Cirand l\a])ids. He was married here to Amanda \1. Winslow, who

was born in \ ermont, and came here with her parents in early life. Her

father was a millwright. The history of this family is further set out in

the sketch of Nathan Winslow, which occurs on another page of this vol-

ume. Charles Uotv lived in Berlin townshi]) all his life on a farm, which

he owned. His wife. Alary iClizabeth Bailey, was born in Brewster, New

York, and was a daughter of Harvey M. and liunice (Wright) Bailey.

She came here when eleven years old with her parents, who settled near

lldwell, and there she lived until her marriage. She is still living on the

old home farm, .south of Grand river. Harvey M. Bailey lives in Flint,

Michigan, at the age of eighty-seven years. He has been three times

married, his first two wives being deceased.

To Edward M. VVooldridge and wife two children have been born,

naiiielv; Mary Klizal)eth and A4argaret.

FRANK L. JENKINS.

The period in which we are now living is often called the electric age,

and well it may lie, in \iew of the importance electricity is now playing in

civilization, and the man who becomes skilled in the u.se of this inscrutable

soiiiethiiig. wbicli has never yet been .satisfactorily detined. is sure ot rciuuii-

ei'ati\e cni])loynient.

Une of the skilled electricians nf Imiia county is brank L. Jenkins,

city electrician and -^uperiiiteiuleut of the electric light plant of Portland,

Michisran. He was born on September J(.). iHSg, in Westphalia township, ( lui-

ton county, this state, and he is a son of W. S. and l\mnie ( Young) Jen-

kins. The father was born in I'ortland township. Ionia county, and was a

son of SvKesiev Jenkins, who came to this locality in pioneer days and

here he was married and e^lablished his home, taking u]) l.'ind from the gov-

ernment, whieli be developed into a good farm and on which be continued
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to reside until late in life, but spent ins last tew years in the village of

Portland, hu\ve\er. retaining his farm. He became a well-known and intluen-

tial citizen here. W S. Jenkins grew up on the home farm and was edu-

cated in the di.'-trict scliouls and those of I'ortland. and when he married he

purchased a farm in Danliy township, where he lived until bis father's death,

then sold out and jiurchased the homestead of the other heirs, and lived

there until igoo. in w hich year he moved to Portland and with his two sons

entered the machine sbo]) and repairing business, which he has since con-

tinued, a fe\v years ago adding a garage to his plant. The partnershij) with

the sons still exists, F"rank T.. being a memlier of the lirm since November,

igo/. He is the eldest of the children, the nilu-r two being Sylvester, who

has charge of the garage, married bdorence (iardner: and Grace, who is the

wife of Richard Bates, cashier of the Maynard .\llen Bank of Portland.

Frank L. Jenkins received his education in the public and high schools

of Portland. He then entered the machine shop and learned the machinist's

trade, he and his father l.)uying the sbo]) later and conducted it until IQO/,

when Frank L. took the position of su])erintendent of the electric light plant

of the town of Portland, which jiosition he still holds, and has discharged

his duties in an able and satisfactory manner. On June Q, IQ05, he married

Nellie Smith, a daughter of Ralph and I'.llen Smith. .She was born in Otisco

township, Ionia county, and when aliout ten years of age crune to Portland

with her sister, Nettie, and her grandjjarents and recei\ed her education in

the public schools of Portland.

Politicallv, Mr. Jenkins is ;i Democrat. I'raternally, he belongs to

Portland Lodge No. 31, Free and .Accepted Masons, and Lodge No. 39,

Royal .Arch Masons, at Portland : also belongs to Rogers Camp, Modern

Woodmen of America, and be and bis wife are members of the Order of

Eastern Star. He alsD l)clongs to the Jovian Order, embracing prominent

electrical men over the entire country.

In June. i8(/). Portland installed its own municipal lighting plant, of

which H. .\. Sprague took charge and continued its management for eight

years, then \'. L. Derby succeeded him. remaining in charge four years,

after which Mr. Jenkins took the position of manager, which he has retained

to the present time. Li 1806 the city also put in a dam in the Grand river,

which was rebuilt in 1913 by a reinforced concrete dam. During .Mr. Jen-

kins's administration as manager of the light plant, the plant has become

free from indebtedness and today Portland is one of the best lighted towns

of its size in the state.

(7a)
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MARCELLUS H. GOODWIN.

In is interesting t(i consider the pleasure and profit of farm life as

coniparetl with other vocati(jns. The business of farming is one of the

most important known to man, as well as the oldest of human callings.

One of the successful farmers and stock men of Ionia county is Alarcellus

H. Goodwin, of Easton township. He was born August 22, 1855, in Keene

township, this county, and is a son of Levi C. and Ann (Barlow) Goodwin.

The father was a natixe of Monroe county, Xew \'(irk, where he grew to

manhood and married Ann Barlow, also a native of that county. They
came to Michigan among the pioneers, probably in 1835, locating on the

second farm east of what is now Potters Corners, Ionia county. When
their son, Marcellus H., was six months nld they moved to Easton town-

ship, on the place where he now resides and here they spent the rest of

their lives, the father dying in 1889 and the mother in 1887. They were

the parents of four children, namely: Amanda, who died when aliout fif-

teen years old; Burtlette lives in Easton township; b'rances is the wife of

Peter Slaybaugh and they live in Zeeland, ^lichigan ; Marcellus H., the

suljject of this sketch.

Marcellus H. Goodwin grew up on the home farm and lie received a

ccimniDU school education. Pie began farming on one hundred and forty

acres of land, and, having prospered through good management and close

application, has added to his original holdings until he now has a fine farm

of two hundred and forty acres, on which he has made many improvements,

including the building of a modernly appointed barn, lighted with acetylene

lights. His residence is a large and substantial brick, in which u])-to-date

])lumbing has been installed, also heat and other modern fixtures. His place

is known as "The Homestead." Everytliing ;ibout it denotes thrift, good

taste and .system.

Mr. Goodwin was married on October 30. 1879, to Sarah .Snell, who

was i)orn in Grand Rapids, Michigan,, and was a daughter of Joseph and

Mary (Dean) Snell. The father was a native of the state of Xew \'ork,

and when young came to rK'uioiUh, Michigan, and married .Mary I)ean.

who was horn near Newark, New Jersey, and was a daughter of .Meekin

Dean and wife. She came to .Michigan with her parents, who settled near

.South P\(>ns, not far from Detroit, and there established their permanent

home. .After their marriage, Josejih .Snell and wife moved to (irand l\api(l>.

where thev lived until about 1880, when tliex' moved to Easton township.
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Ionia county, antl l)ought a farm on uliicli they sjient tlie rest of tlieir lives.

Mr. and Airs. Goodwin liave one daujjhter
— Ilazcl. who wa.s grad-

uated from the Ionia high school, and is now the wife of Noah liishop.

They live near the home of her father.

Mr. Goodwin is an extensive slock feeder, fatteninjj large numhers
of cattle and sheep annually. Fraternally, he belongs to the Benevolent .-uid

Protective Order of Elks.

JOHN M. BRADLEY.

Success has been well deserved by John M. liradley, proprietor of a

large general store at Sebewa, Tonia county, for he has been persistent,

conscientious and honorable in all his dealings with his fellow men. He was
born in Hillsdale county, Michigan, January 21, 1849, and is a son of

Freeman F. and Mary (Preston) Bradley. The father was bom in the

state of New York, from which he came to Ohio when young and there

grew to manhood and married, later removing to Hillsdale county, Michi-

gan, where Mr. Bradley estaUished a shoe shop, being a shoemaker by
trade, antl when John M. was a baby, he removed with his family to

Indiana, locating in Noble county, later to Elkhart, that state, and from

there to Ingham county. Michigan, later to Danby township, Ionia county,

and here Freeman F. Bradley died in 1858. His family consisted of nine

children, seven of whom grew to maturity and are still living, namely:
Lucius F.. who lives in Topeka, Kansas; Luther F.. his twin brother, also

lives in Topeka; John M., the subject of this sketch; Albert Alonzo lives

in Wisconsin; Franklin F. lives in Missouri; George also makes his home
in Missouri, and .Alva lives in Michigan. The mother of these children

married for her second husband Edward Cadwell at Swan, Indiana, where

they lived imtil 1865, when they moved to Elkhart county, Indiana, where

they both died. To this union twu children were Ixjrn. Willis, who lives in

New Mexico, and Edwartl, Jr.. deceaserl.

John M. Bradley was only eleven years old when he starterl out to

make his own way in the world, working on a farm in Noble coimty,

Indiana, for four dollars a month and board, later hiring out to an uncle

for his board, clothes and two acres of ground for his labor, remaining
with him twf) years. In the fall of 1S38 his parents moved to Indiana and

he accompanied them, later going to Detroit, Michigan, where he made his

641049A
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liome with an uncle, John Tibbetts, one year, then returned to Noble county,

later going to Avilla, Indiana, working in a hotel there until he enlisted in

Company C, One Hundred and Fifty-second Indiana Volunteer Infantry,

in which he served until the close of the Civil War. He then located in

Macomb, Ohio, working in a grocery store, which was owned by the man

he worked for in .\villa, Indiana. .\ year later he returned to Swan,

Indiana, working at brick making for a season, then worked in a saw-mill

for four years, then worked as a sawyer at Stoner's Crossing, Allen county,

Indiana, for two years. He had previously gone to Cloud county, Kansas,

and entered a homestead, and on this he lived from the fall of iS/i until

July, 1873, proving up his claim and selling it, returning to Swan, Indiana,

where he farmed a year, then went to Stoner's Crossing and spent two

years, then made an overland trip to Kansas and Colorado, locating in

Cloud countv, Kansas, where he remained until August, 1879, when he

came to Ionia county, Michigan, taking a position as sawyer, going to

Eaton county a vear later, where he worked as a sawyer from the fall of

1880 to the winter of 1882, then bought a mill of his own in Odessa town-

ship, Ionia county, which he operated until .August, 1883, when lie moved

to Sebewa township and operated his mill until 1897. then moved to Me-

costa county, Michigan. In 1888 he Ixjught the building where he is now

located in Sebewa and put in a stock of hardware, later turning it into a

general store, which he has since successfully conducted ever since.

Mr. Bradley received the appointment of postmaster at Sebewa dur-

ing Harrison's administration in 1888. and ser\'ed four years, and again

from 1896 to 191 2. when the office was discontinued.

John M. Bradley was married on July 3, 1870, to Mary Alice Wells,

a daughter of Jacob and Susan Wells, who lived in Dekalb county, Indiana.

To this union three children have been born, namely: Albert A., who died

when twenty-three years old, was a jeweler by trade and he assisted his

father with his work in the mill and store; Rertella B. is the wife of John

M. Benshoter, and they live in .Sebewa township, Ionia county; Don died

when six months old.

Politicall)', Mr. Bradlc\' is a Republican. He was supervisor of his

township for two years, 1895 and i8()6. Fraternally, he belongs to Lodge
No. 351, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is past noble grand, rep-

resenting his lodge at the state encampment. He is also a member of

Rebekah Lodge No. 117, to which his wife also 1)clongs, she being a past

noble grand.
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REUBEN T. GRAFT.

The subject of this sketch is among the thrifty farmers and stock

raisers of Danby township, Ionia county. .Mr. (iraft was l»rn in Starke

county, Ohio, December 3, 1867, and is a son of George and Sarali (.Smnrr)

Graft. The fatlier was iKirn near Baden, Germany, where he grew up and

there his father cHed, after which he came with his mother to Ohio when he

was tiiirteen \ears old, and grew u\) on a farm in Starke county. Mi.s

mother was born in that county and was of EngHsh and German extrac-

tion. These parents were married in .Starke county, Ohio. In 1861 George
Graft enhsted, becoming a member of Company B, Ohio Volunteer Infan-

tr)-, in which he ser\ed until the close of the war. He is a member of the

Grand Army of the l\ei)ul)lic at Portland. In December, 1867, the family

moved to Aiichigan, where George Graft worked two years as a farm

hand, then bought forty acres, which is now owned by the subject of this

sketch. On March 12, i8c;3, occurred the death of Mrs. Sarah Graft, and

Mr. Graft has never remarried. He now makes his home with his son,

Reul>en T., being now past eighty years of age, but is very well preserved

and active. His family consisted of four children, namely: .A.nna, who

married James W'ilco.x, and they are both deceased; Reuben T.. of this

sketch; George, who died in infancy: Jennie is the wife of Bert Urie, .and

they live in Lansing, Michigan.

Reuben T. Graft was reared on the home farm and he attended the

district schools. He has continued farming cm the homestead, to which be

has added another forty, making a good farm of eighty acres, in section

14, his ])lace being known as "Hill Crest." He carries on general farming

and .stock raising. He was married on June 5, i8qi, to Hattie E. Williams,

a daughter of Josiah and Sarah ( Downing) Williams, both born and reared

on farms in Darke county, Ohio, where they grew up, married and lived

until in 1864. when they removed to Michigan, purchasing forty acres in

Sebewa townshi]), Ionia county, where they resided until t88i. when they

sold out and Ixiught eighty acres in Danby township, and there the mother's

death occurred on October 20. 1884, after which Mr. Williams traded his

farm for a place in another portion of that township and a year later moved

back to Sebewa township, where he resided until he retired from active

life; then lived awhile with his daughter, later with others of his children

until his death, on January 16. iQio. He and his wife were active work-

ers in the Disciple church, as were also the parents of Reuben T. Nine

children were l>orn to Josiah Williams and wife, namely: Rebecca, who
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is the widow of f. Brown, of Portland; Caroline is the wife of Alfred Coe,
and they live in Roxanna township, Katon county; Lena is the wife of

Elijah Brooks, of Portland; John A. lives in Ionia; Samuel died when
two years old; Alice is the wife of C. Phillips, of Danby township; Emma
IS the wife of William iMannini,^ of Battle Creek, Michigan; Hattie E:,
wife of Reuben T., and Eva, who married Tim Babbitt, lives in Eao-le

township, Clinton county, Michigan.
To Reuben T. Graft and wife six children have been born, namely:

Glenn H., who is at home and assists with the farm work; Estella I. lives

at home; Evelyn M. is at home; Earl VV. is attending the local schools;
Harold T. is also in school, and Clare A.

Politically, Mr. Graft is a Democrat. He has served as justice of the

peace for the past three years. He has been moderator of his school dis-

trict in DanJjy township for the past twenty-two years, during which he
has done much to encourage a better educational system. I'Vaternally. he

i)elongs to the Modern Woodmen of America at Portland.

C. M. HILL.

Many farmers nowadays are adding dairying, in a small way, to their

general farming business, and in the most cases, find that it pays. Among
this number in Ionia county is C. M. Hill, of Danby township. He was
lx)rn in Livingston county, Michigan, December 28, 1872, and is a son of

J. j. and Matilda (Davis) Hill. The father was also born in Livinsston

county, this state, a few weeks after his parents arrived there from Lin-

colnshire, England, he being the son of Mark and May Hill. Mark Hill

was a fisherman in his native land, and upon coming to Michigan he bought
a small farm on which he lived until his death, which occurred when he was
about forty years of age, after which his widow moved to Stockbridge,
Ingham county, Michigan, where she died.

J. J. Hill grew to manhood in Livingston county and there he and
Matilda Davis were married, she being a native of that county, and a

daughter of William Davi.-, jind wife, botli of whom came to this state

from Leicestershire, b.ngland. They were married in their native land.

'I hey spent the rest of their livt's in Livingston coinitv, Michigan." .After

his marriage, |. I. Hill worked on the homestead two years, then came to

Clinton county, Midng.ui, in [871 and Ix.ught a Inrm of eight\ .acres: he.
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however, did not move to it uuiil 1873, and there he resided until 1888,

wlien he sold out and bought an interest in an ini])lement business in Mulli-

ken, in which he remaineil fur a [jcridd nt t\vent_\-h\'e years, liien nio\ed to

a farm, later to Suntield, wiiere he and his wife still reside. They have

two children, C. M.. the subject of this sketch, and William, who lives in

Mulliken.

C. M. Hill received a cninnion-school echication, and when <a boy

worked out by the month imtil his marriage to Vera Whelpley. On July

ij, lyoC), he married his second wife, Mrs. Addie C. (Brown) Cornell.

After his marriage he located on a farm in b^aton county, this state, later

engaging in the implement Inisincss in Mulliken for twelve years, then

moved to his farm and in 1909, three years later, he came to his present

farm of one hundred and twenty acres, Danby township, but still retains his

fann of eightv acres in b'aton county. In connection with general farming

he is engaging in dairying, ])rinci])ally keeping jersey cattle. His last wife

is the daughter of Henry M. and i-'.lla Al. (Brown) Brown. The f.ither

was born and reared on the home farm and is a son of Jonathan 1. and

Jane M. Brown. Jonathan Brown was born on Grand Isle, Lake

Champlain, Xorth Hero county, X'erniont. He was a son of John

and Sarah (Ingalls) Brown, of luiglish and Irish descent, and early set-

tlers in what is now Ingalls Ford. The Brown family came to Ionia

countv, Michigan, back in the thirties, when Jonathan was twelve years

old, .and located in what is now Danby towTiship, taking up government

land. Here John Brown lived many ye.ars, Init died in Portland township.

When twenty-three years old Jonathan Brown married Jane Reed and

settled on an eighty-acre farm, which his father had entered from ihe gov-

ernment, on which land the subject of this sketch now lives. Here Jona-

than lived until he was seventy years old, then mo\ cd to .Sebewa township,

where he died. Here Henry M. Brown grew up and married F.lla M.

Brown, and lived here for about liftcen years after his marriage, wlu'u lie

moved to a farm in b'.aton counly, living there eight years. He is now

living in Washington. Michigan. His fanu'ly consisted of three cln'ldren,

two of whom died in inf.incy, ,ind T^ddie (".. who is still living.

John I'.rown, mentioned above, was the first settler in this section of

the <tate. He married Sarah Ingalls. for whose family Ingalls Ford was

named. Her brother, Charles Ingalls, was a preacher and he at one time

rej)resented Ionia county in the state Legislature.

C. M. Hill is a Democrat, .and fraternally, he belongs to the Indepen-

dent Order of Odd {•"ellows, and is i)ast noble grand of Mulliken Lodge No.
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171. He is also a menilaer of the encampment, and has taken tlie grand

lodge degree at Benton Harljor, while representing this body at the state

encampment.

CLARENCE W. PEAKE.

The present supervisor of Danby township and proprietor of "Spring

Valley Earm," Clarence W. Peake, is one of the progressive husbandmen

of Ionia county. He was born in tiiis township and county, October 24,

1859, and is a son of J. W. and Anna E. (I^yon) Peake, natives of Ohio

and New York, respecti\'ely. They were married in Ohio, from which

state they came direct to Danby township, Ionia county, Michigan, locat-

ing on a farm where they resided until about 1SS6: then moved to the

town of Ionia, where they spent the rest of their lives.

J. W. Peake took an interest in public affairs and was elected treasurer

of Ionia county about 1886 and served four years. He \v;is the first Demo-
crat elected to this office, aii<l his second majority was larger than his first,

and while still serving as supervisor he was elected treasurer. Me held

office luost of his life, always to the satisfaction of his constituents, and he

was one of the leaders of his party for mau\- years. He was a tuember of

the Independent Order of 0(U1 Fellows, and was a prcjuiinent granger,

being master of the Danby Grange for some time. His death occurred in

December, igoo, and his wife also died that year. They were the parent.s

of four children, three of whom survive, namely: Clarence \\'., the suliject

of this sketch; Lynn L., an electrician, li\-es in Gr.and PapiiL; Russell .\.,

who studied law, li\'es in Chicago.

Clarence \\ . I'eake was reared on Ihe home farm in l)anii\ township,
;ni(l he received his education in the district schools. He remained at home

until his marriage, on ( )ctobcr 6, 1883, to E\a J. Dutcher. who was born

in Seneca county, (_)hio. .May 3, 1865, and is a daughter of Tliomas P. and

lunily S. ( Hudson) Dutcher, nati\'es of New \'ork state and ( )hio. respect-

i\ely. They came to Michigan in 18O5, locating in I'ortland township,

Ionia coiintw Imt not long thereafter moN'cd to Tennessee, where thev spent

ten years, then returned to louia county ami spent the rest of their li\es.

Mrs. Peake was educated in llie district schools.

After llu'ir m.arriage, subject and his wife mewed on the f.arm w lu'rc

they have continued to reside to the |)resent time, A\bi('b place consists of

cightv acres, and here tbe\- ha\e made a comfortable lixing ,a!l the while
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They are the parents of six children, namely: Hugh, born on January 20,

1886, was graduated from the local public schools, and lives in Portland.

Ionia county; Belle A.. Jul\' 5. 1S91. was graduated from the Cduimon

schools, and is the wife of Frank Beard; Gu\-. l-'ehruary 22. 1892. was

graduated from the local public schools, is single and lives at home ; Delia,

May 2, T8()q, also graduated from the local schools, is single and at home;
Xora, January 26, 1904, and Grace, Xosembcr 12, 1909.

Politically. Mr. F'eake is a Democrat. lie was clerk of his township
for ten years, and treasurer for two years, and is now filling the office of

supervisor. He is a member of Portland Podge No. 199, Indc]iendent

Order of Otld P'ellows, of which he is past noble grand: also belongs to the

Knights of the Maccabees, also the Grange, being past master of the latter.

His wife is a member and an ofilicer in the Grange.

jamp:s b. curry.

James B. Curry, treasurer of Danby township, this county, and pro-

prietor of a farm of eighty acres three and one-half miles southwest of

Portland, is a native son of Ionia county, having l>cen born on the farm on

which he now lives and where he has made his home nearly all his life. I le

was born on June 2j. 186.^, son of Patrick and Betsy (Barr) Curry, the

former a native of the Emerald Isle and the latter of New York, well-known

residents of the southern jiart of this county.

Patrick Currv was born in County .Sligo, Ireland, in October, 1829,

and grew to manhood in his native land. When he was twenty-one years

old. in 1850. he came to the United States and for two or three years made

his home in New ^"ork state. In i85_:; he married Betsy P.arr, who was

born in Genesee, .Xew ^ork. July 22, 1822, and the next year he and his

wife came to .Michigan and established their home on a small farm in

Danbv township, this county, where Patrick Curry is still living, lli-^ wife

died in 1876. They were the parents of three children, tho.se besides the

subject of this sketch l)eing Charles, a well-known farmer of D.inliy town-

ship, this countv. and Rose Ward, now making her home in .\nn .\rbor.

this state.

Tames B. Curry was reared on the i)aternal farm in Danbv townshi))

and still makes his home there. Upon completing his schooling in the

grade schools at Portland, he took his place on the farm and eventually
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became iiianajjer and then owner of the place, where he is very comfort-

ably situated. He married when twenty \ears of age and his wife has

been a competent and valuable helpmate to him in all his undertakings. i\lr.

Curr_\' is a IJemocrat and for years has given close attention to local political

affairs. He has served his townsliip as justice of the peace and is now
treasurer of the township.

On October i, 1883, James B. Curry wa.-> united in marriage to

Calista Stifler, who was bum at Portland, this ciiunt\-, Januar\- 31, 1864,

daughter of William and Kllen (Smith) .Stifler, the former of whom died

when his daughter, Calista, was a small child, and she was reared in the

family of her inicle, Jacob Stifler. To Mr. and Mrs. Currv two children

have been born. Will ['. and J. Lee. Will P. Curry, who was born on

June 18, 1884, married Grace Coleman and lives in Portland. He and his

wife have one child, a daughter, Charlotte C. J. Lee Currv, who was born

on July 6, 1890. enjnys the somewhat ])eculiar distinction of ha\ing been

the first person burn in the Ionia county court house. His father was cus-

todian of the ccjurt house at that time and made his home in a wing provided
for that pur]50se in the public building, and it was during that period of his

public service fb;it his second son was born, the event being made much of

in official circles in the county seat. Mr. Curry is a member of the Masonic

lodge at Portland and both he and his wife are members of the local chap-
ter of the Order of the Eastern Star at that place. Thev also are niemliers

of the Ancient Order of Gleaners and in the affairs of both these organiza-
tions thev take a warm interest.

WILLL-\M H. WILSON.

William H. Wilson, proprietor of "Hickory Ridge P^arm" in Otisco

township, this county, and one of the most progressive farmers of the

county, is a native of Ionia count\ , h;i\ing been born on a farm in Onmge
township, August i, 1872, son of Ldwin II. and .Mary L. (.Marsh) Wil-

son, the former a nati\e of Massachu.setts and the latter of .Michigan.

Ldwin H. Wilson was l)f)rn at old Stockbridge, Massachusetts, son of

iuiglish parents, his father ba\ ing died in luigland on the eve ni his

expected deparlure for this country. The UKither settled at Stockbridge

u])on her arrival with the other members of her family in the United States

and there ICdwin II. was born. When he was a small bov the familv came
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to Michigan, settling in jaci<son cuunly, later moving to Ludington, where

for a time Edwin II. Wilson operated a fishing hoat. The family exeitt-

ually came to Ionia county, settling in Orange township, and there l',<lwiii

H. Wilson married and established a home. He married .Mary Marsh,

who was born in this county, ilaughter of pioneer parents, and hnuglit an

eighty-acre farm in Urange township. In 1874 he sold thai place and

moved to Otisco township, where he eventually became the owner of a Hue

farm of three hundred and forty acres and there he lived until Xovemlier,

1913, at wdiich time he retired from the farm and moved to Belding, where

he is now living. His wife died in 1903. They were the parents of three

children, William H.. the subject of this sketch; Agnes, wife of Samuel I".

Abtott, of Grand Rapids, this state, and X'ictoria. wife of lulgar J. Cowan,

of Grand Rapids.

William H. Wilson was about two years old when his parents mo\ed

from Orange to Otisco townshii) and he has made his home in the latter

township ever since. He was reared on the paternal farm, receiving his

education in the district school in the neighborhood of his home, and in

due time became the owner of ,1 line farm of one hundred and twenty

acres. '"Hickorx- Ridge b'arm," which \v;is purchased of his fathei- ;ind is a

part of the old home place, and has established a very comfortable home.

He is a progressive and enterprising farmer and in addition to looking

after the afifairs of his own place manages his father's farm, being regarded

as one of the most suljstantial farmers in th;it neighborhood.

On Februarv 20, 1909, William H. Wilson was united in marriage

to Carrie Tallman, w-ho was born in Eureka township, in the neighboring

county of Montcalm, daughter of John R. ;uid l'".li/al)eth (Slossonl Tall-

man, both natives of Petersburg, Rensselaer county. New York, who came

to Michig.-ui with their respective families in their youth and were uiarried

here. lohn R. Tallman died in 1868 and his widow is still living. They

were the parents of hxe children, namely: Henrietta, who died in iiit.incy;

William, a farmer of Eairplain township, Montcalm county: P.uell, of

Eureka township, same county; Edwin, also of Eureka township, and Mrs.

Wilson. The latter was graduated from the Belding high school and from

the .'^tate .Vormal School at ^'])silanti. .and for sixteen years was a teacher

in the public .schools of P.elding. having been thus engaged at the time of

her marriage to Mr. W"ilson. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have ;m adoi)tcd daugh-

ter, PTelen Hill Wilson, bom on b'ebrnary 1^,, 1909. They are members of

the Baptist church .-md Mr. Wilson is one of the deacons of that church.

Thev are active members of the Otisco Farmers Club, Washington Club.
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Ciuod I'ellowship Club, and Mrs. W ilson is a member of the Ladies' Liter-

ary Clul) at ijelding, and they tal<e a proper part in the community's gen-

eral social activities. Mr. Wilson is an "independent" in his political views.

H. A. DIBBLE.

H. A. Dibble, one of the best-known and most highly respected farm-

ers of (jtisco township, this count)-, is a native son of Ionia county, having
bet-n liurn on the farm where he is still living, the old Dibble homestead, on

rural route No. 15, out of Belding, October 5, 1853, son of Milo and Mary
{

] 'aimer 1 Dibble, natives of Ontario county. New York, both of whom

grew up in that county, where they were married and where their two

eldest children were born.

.'\t an early day in the settlement of this section of the state Milo

Dibble and his family came to Ionia county and homesteaded a farm of

eighty acres in Otisco township, where he and his wife spent their last days,

being among the best-kni>wn jiioneers of that section. I\Irs. Dibble died

on January 22,, 1872, and her husliand survived her for twenty years, his

death occurring on April 7. iSyj. The\' were the parents of five children,

of whom but two are now living, namely: Laura, who married Jonas

Ingalis and died in lyii; ."^.rza, who died in 1862, while serving in the

Union army as a member of the Twenty-lifth Regiment, Michigan \'olun-

teer Infantry; Sarah Ann, wife of Lemuel .Skellinger, living at AIcBride,

in the neighboring count\- of Montcalm; Charles .A.., who dieil at (ireen-

\ille, lhi> state, Septeml)er 14. 1872, and H. A., the subject of this sketch.

II. .\. Dibble was reared on the homestead farm in Otisco township
and has lived there all his life. He received his education in the district

school in the neighborluxKl of his home and was a valuable assistant to his

father in the work of the larm. On January 25, 1S77, he was united in

marriage to Lerna Kicii. who was also born in Otisco townslii[), daughter
of .Vbijah and Hann;ih 1.. ( I'utnani ) Rich, pioneers of that township, the

former of whom was a veteran of the Civil War. Alni.ah Rich, who was

born on M.-irch 24, 1825. died ;it Melding, this county, December 3, 1894.

llis widow, who was born nn b'inuar\- 26. 1827, survi\-ed him until h'ebrn-

ary 3, lyio.

To H. \. .and Leni.a ( Rich) Dibble two children ha\e been born, sons

))oth, b'rank M., born on .Ma\' i. 1880, who is now oper;iting the old home
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farm, and Arza B.. June 5. 18S5, a graduate of tlie Belding liigli school,

who married Florence Aslett, of l':ik Kapids, this state, and is now a hook-

keeper in the office of the Refrigerator ^hlnufacturing Company at Tra-
verse City. ]\lr. Dihhle is a Democrat and ever has taken an interest in

local politics, hut never has been an aspirant for public office. lie makes
a specialty of the cultivation of fine fruits on his place and is justly pn md
of the quality of his home products.

ROSWELL E. BLISS.

Roswell E. Bliss, proprietnr of "Cherry Farm" in Otisco town.-,hip,

this county, and one of the licst-known farmers of that tt)wnship. is a native

of the great Empire state, having been born on a farm in Livonia township,

Livingston county, New York, January 8, 1841, son of Charles and Sarah

(Jenkins) Bliss, the former a native of Connecticut, of old colonial stock,

and the latter of Rhode Island, who were the parents of seven children, of

w-hom the .subject of this sketch was the fourth in order of birth, the others

having been as follow: Louisa, now deceased, who was die wife of Benja-
min Gordon; Charles, deceased: Mary, deceased, who was the wife of Cal-

vin Sheppard : William, deceaserl : Emily, deceased, who was the wife of

Edward Roush, and Harvey, of Holland, this state. In 1878 Charles Bliss

and wdfe came to Michigan and settled in Lenawee county, their elder sons

having located there some time before, and there Mrs. Bliss (subject's

mother) died. Mr. Bliss then returned to his old home in New York state

and there spent the rest of his life.

Roswell E. Bliss was reared on the |)aternal farm in Li\ingston county.

New ^'ork. receiving his education in the excellent schools of that district.

During the progress of the Civil War he enlisted in Comjianv K, b'irst

New York Mounted Riflemen, and served with that command until the

clo.se of the war, a period of three years, during the most of which time he

was attached to the Army of the Potomac and during a part of which time

he served as an orderly, attacherl to the staff of tleneral Crant. At the close

of the war he returned to New York and in 1866 married I'^rances Fellows,

continuing to make his home in New York until 1877, in which year he and

his wife came to Michigan, where Mr. Bliss joinerl his brother, Charles,

who had some time before settled in Lenawee county, and shorth- .ifter-

vvard came to this county, settling in Otisco township, where he since has
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made his home (in his present farm of fortv-eiejlit acres, known locally as

"Cherry f'arm."

Airs, h'rances h'ellows F)liss died at lier home in this county in i(S-8

and in 1870 ]\]r. FSliss married, secondly. Fallen Heald, who was horn in

Temple, New Hampshire, daughter of James and Maria (Da\'is) Heald.

hoth natives of that same place and whose children also were horn there.

and til that muon (me child was h(jrn. a daughter. Bertha ~S\., widow of

J. S. I'eters'in, of near C "i)i)iiers\'ilk-, this state. Mr. Peterson died on

M.arch 14, iC)i6. Mrs. hJlen lUiss died on Ajiril Q, IQOI, and on Octoher

1 J, H)n5, Mr. Bliss was united in marriage to her sister, Elmina ?Ieald.

who had come to Michigan following her sister's marriao;e to Mr. Bliss.

.Mr. and Mr.s. Eliss are earnest memhers of the Se\-enth-Day .Adventist

chm-ch. Air. Bliss is a Repuhlican and has served his district as a school

director.

SHERMAN M. TOWNSF.ND.

Sherman M. I'ownsend, loni;i couutx' pioneer and one of the hest-kn(Twn

farmers (if Ionia township, proprietor of a well-kept place of one hundred

and sixty acres, the southeast rpiarter of section 30 in th;it township, and

owner of a line home on rural route No. 2 out of Ionia, is a native son of

Michigan and has lived in this county since he was ten years old. He was

born on a pioneer farm in Grand lilanc, Genesee county, this state. Fehruary

ic), 1846, son of .\hiel and Delia (Walkley) Townsend, the former a native

of Massachusetts and the latter of Connecticut, who settled in Ionia county

in 1855 and spent their last days on the farm now occupied l)y their grand-

son, J. Fred.

.Ahiel Townsend was hut a child when his ]>arents moved from Massa-

chusetts over into New York state and he was reared in the latter state.

W hilc still ;i voung man, in 1836, he caiue to- Michigan and for a time

worked in Cass county, later .going into Genesee county, where he met and

married Delia ^^'rdkley. whose ])arents had settled in th.at county about 1832

and had a fine farm three miles north of Flint. After marriage .Aliiel Town-

send Imught .'I f.arm in (ir.iiid Bl.inc township Genesee countx', and remained

there until the fall of 1S53, when he sold out and catue over into Ionia

countx'. Here he bought a tract of nearly two hundred acres in section 30
of Ionia townshi]), ninetx' acres in the ri\er bottom and ;d>out one hundred

acres on the hifli l;md, all of which was in timber but' about seventeen
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acres, and there he estal)hshecl his i)erinancnt limiie. he and his wife spending
the remainder of their lives there. Mrs. Townsend died in 1877 and Mr.

Townsend died ten years later, in 1887. he then heintj" eighty-three years of

age. The\- were the [jarciits of lixe children, nanielv : Maria, deceased,

who was the wife of AIl)ert \\. Jackson; Sherniim M.. the subject of this

sketch; John K.. now living in South Dakota; Mary T... who died at the age

of seventeen, and ^^'illianl P.. who died at the age of three vears.

Sherman M. Tow nr end was ahoiil ten vears (.)ld when his parents

moved to Ionia county and he walked all the way from (ienesee county,

nearh- ninetv miles, in company with a young man. driving four cows and

a merino ram through the wintry woods. He grew up on the new farm,

helping to clear the land and assisting his father generally in the work of

developing the place. He married in 1877 and his mother dying in that

same vear he and his wife established his present home. Since then Sherman

M. Townsend has greatly improved the farm and has now one of the model

places in that section of the countw In 181)3 'i^ built a fine residence of

vellow sand brick, finished in quartered oak and hot water heated, which

occupies well-kept and beautifully shaded grounds, one of the most attractive

])Iaces in that neighborhood. Adjoining his ]>lace is that of his son I'red,

who was married in icjii and b;is a farm of one hundred acres also in sec-

tion 30, the old homestead of his grandfather. Mr. Townsend is a Repub-

lican and takes an interested part in local jiolitics and has held minor town-

ship offices.

' )n May ^o. 1877. .Sherman M. Townsend was united in marriage to

I'Lllen I. McXeil, who was born in Grand Blanc. Genesee county, this state,

on a farm adjoining that of Abiel Townsend during the hitter's residence

in that countv and who was thus the childish playmate of her future lius-

band. Mr';. Townsend's i)arents, David and Jane .\. (Davison) McN'eil,

were lioth Eastern folk, the former liorn in Charlotte. \'ermont. and the

latter at .\von. Xew \nrk. l)a\id McXeil came to Alichigan in 1839 and

bought a farm in Genesee county. In 1844 he married Jane A. Davison,

who had cotue to this state with her parents, Xorman Da\ison and wife,

in 1832, the family settling in .Atlas township, Genesee county, then a part

of Lapeer county, being among the very earliest jiioneers of that section of

the state. Xorman Davison erected a mill there, around which sprang up

a village known as Davisonvillc, now .\tlas. .\nother village in an adjoin-

ing township also bore his name. For years Xorman Davison was county

judge of Lapeer county and he was a meml)er of Michigan's first constitu-

tional convention.
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To .Sherman AJ. and I:^lla J. ( McNeil) Townsencl three children lia\-e

been l)orn, George \V., who died at the age of .six years; Neil S., mechanical

engineer in the Gray motor works at Detroit, and John Fred, born on Octo-

ber 3, i88i. who, in 1911, married Laura IManche fiemans, daughter of

Sylvanus lleman>, the well-known druggist of Ionia, and now has a fine

farm of one hundred acres adjoining that of b.is father. The Townsends

are earnest memliers of the 1 'resb\terian church and take a proper interest

in all neighborhood good works. ,Sherm;in M. Townsend is a Roval .Arch

Mason and a member of the council, royal and select masters of that order.

He alsc) is a member of the Bene\olent and Protective Order of Elks and

both he and his wife are members of the Order of the Eastern Star.

THOMAS RUSSELL ALLEN, M. D.

The late Dr. Thomas Russell Allen was one of the best-known and most

highly respected physicians of this county, where he had been a resident since

1870, continuously engaged in the practice of his noble profession, until the

time of his death, which occurred December 4, 1915. He was a native of the

great Empire state, having been born at Uombay Corners, in Franklin county.

New York, September 13, 1843, son of John and Lucinda (Russell) Allen,

the former of whom also was a native of New York and the latter of the

state of Vermont.

John Allen's father was Ijorn in New \'()rk City, l)Ut after his marriage

he and his wife went to Canada, where they both spent the remainder of their

lives, both living to ripe old ages. John .Mien had two brothers, Hugh and

Stephen, and a sister, Sarah. He was reared on the paternal farm, lying just

on the line l)etween New York and Canada, and in that neighborhood mar-

ried Lucinila Russell, daughter of Thomas Russell and wife, both natives of

Vermont and the parents of four children, of whom Lucinda was the eldest,

she having had three brothers, Charles, Marry nm\ George. .After his mar-

riage John .Mien moved to the immediate neighborhood of London, Canada,

where he spent the rest of his life, becciming a well-to-do farmer and slock

raiser. He died at the age of eighty-four years, the result of a stroke of

apoplexy, and his widow, who sur\-i\ed him some years, died in Huron county,

this state, at the age of eighty-three, her death having been hastened by a fall

which resulted in a broken hip. from the shock of which injury she did not

recover. John .Mien .-md bis wife were devout members of the Methodist
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church and their children were reared in that faith. There were eight of

these children, as follow : Delaney, who married Nelson Tibbitts and is now-

living at the age of eighty-two, at St. Alarys, Ontario ; Azuban, deceased, who
was the wife of Josiah Donaldson; Meroah, deceased, who was the wife of

Aaron Steele: Huldah. deceased, whu was the wife of Ephraiin liullard;

Thomas R., the .-iihject of this nicmorial sketch; George, deceased; Eliza

Jane, wife of .Miichcll Dilili, nuw li\ing at Bad Ax, in Huron county, this

state, and Lucetta, deceased, who was the wife of Lewis Cooper.
Thomas R. Allen was reared on the farm, growing up in Canada and in

X'ermont until he was nineteen years old, since which time he was a resident

of Michigan. His elementary education was received in the local school in

the neighborhood of his home, after which ccuirsc lie entered die Jiigli school

at London, Ontario, from which he was graduated. He then studied medi-

cine in the office of a physician at Branford, Ontario, for a year, at the end

of which time he entered the Homeopathic Western Medical College at Cleve-

land, Ohio, from which he was graduated in 1866. He then studied for a

time in New York Cit}-. Thus equipped for practice. Doctor Allen opened
an ofifice in Detroit, but shortly thereafter was taken ill and compelled to

cease his activities for a year or more. Upon recovering his wonted health

he came to this county, locating at L)nia. where he successfully engaged in

the practice of his profession until his passing away. During his long resi-

dence here. Doctor .\llen necessarily acquired a most extensive acquaintance

throughout the county and witnessed the development of this favored region

from what may be regarded e\en as pioneer days, in which wonderful develop-

ment he had been a no inconsiderable factor, even taking his part, earnestly

and effectively, in the promotion of all proper measures designed to advance

the common welfare.

Doctor Allen had been twice married. By his first wife, who was Lizzie

l-'inch, of Vienna, Canada, daughter of Thomas Finch, he had one child, a

daughter, who married Lewis Tower and died at the age of twenty years,

leaving no children. In March, 188S, Doctor Allen married Mrs. Henrietta

E. Wilson, widow of an officer in the British navy, which union had been

without issue. Mrs. Allen was born in Devonshire, England, but most of her

life before coming to this country, after the death of her fir.st husband, was

spent in Glasgow, Scotland. Doctor and Mrs. Allen for many years were

among the leaders in Ionia's community life and held in high esteem in that

city and throughout the county generally. The Doctor was an "independent"

in politics, believing in putting the liest men in public office, regardless of

(8a)
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whatever party affiliations they might chance to be affecting at the time of

their candidacy for such office. He was a member of Ionia Lodge No. 36,

Free and Accepted Masons, and of Ionia Lodge No. 548, Benevolent and

Protective Order of Elks, in the affairs of both of which orders he took a

warm interest. In his relations with his fellow men he sought to follow the

gentle injunction of the Golden Rule and was consequently a large influence

for good in the community of which he so long was a valued and useful

member.

LEWIS S. SEELE^.

Lewis S. Seeley, one of the best-known and most substantial farmers

of (Jtisco township, this county, owner of a tine place of two hundred and

thirty-one acres in sections J5, 26 35 and 36 in that township, his pleasant

home l>eing located in section 25, on rural route Xo. 1, out of Belding, is a

native son of Michigan, having been l)orn on a farm in Grattan townsiiip.

in the neighboring count) of Kent, on .May 8, 1863. son of Rinaldo C. and

Catherine M. (Waggoner) .Seeley, the former a native of X'ermont and

the latter of Ohio, who spent their last days in Otisco township, this county,

Rinaldo Seeley was but a boy when his parents mm-ed from \'ermont

to the .state of New York, where they remained until 1S44, in which year

the family came to Michigan and located in this county, (irandfather Seeley

entered a claim to a tract of land in Otisco township, but the family remained

there a short time only, presently moving o\er into the neighboring county

of Kent, and it was there that Rinaldo C. Seeley grew up and was married.

He bought a farm in Grattan township, and ni;ule his residence thereon

until al)out 1865, when he returned to Ionia county and Ixiught an eighty-

acre tract, a part of the jiresent farm of his son, the subject of this sketch,

to wliicb he later added an adjoining tract of twenty acres, and there he

and his wife spent the re.st of their lives. Rinaldo C. Seeley died in 1898 and

his widow survived him until 1004. They were the parents of seven cliil-

dren, namely: ("arolinc. wife of /acb Choatc, of Ivastou township, this

county; I'Vank, who died at tiie age of eleven years: Xellie, who make?

her home with her brother, Lewis S., the immediate sul)ject of this biograph-

ical sketch; Samuel J., who lives in the neighluiring county of .Montcalm;

Otis B., who lives on the old home place, and Charles J., a graduate of

the Michi,gan Agrictdtund College, now living at Kalamazoo, this state,

who is su])erintendent of greenhouse at the asylum.

s
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Lewis S. Seeley was about two years old when his parents moved from

Kent county to this county and all his active life has l)een spent in Otisco

township. He has prospered in his farming operations and now owns a

tine farm of two hundred and thirty-one acres, one of the hest cultivated

places in that part of the county. On Noveml)er i6. 1904, Mr. Seeley was

united in marriag^e to Mrs. Blanche ( Joslin) Davis, widow of Thomas
Davis and daughter of Charles W. ami .\delaide ( CaniplK'll ) Joslin. the

former of whom was liorn in Sm\rna. this countv. ruid the latter in Macomb

county, this state, who were the parents of eight children, of whom Mrs.

Seele\' is the eldest and all of whom are still living, the others l)eing as fol-

low : Cora, wife of Frank Davis, of Otisco township; George, of Eaton

Rapids, this state: Frank of Smyrna, this county; Marian, wife of George

Wiseman, of Otisco township; James, also of Otisco township; Elva, wife

of Edward Tower, of Belding, this county, and Joyce, wife of John Ashley,

of Coral, Montcalm county, this state. To Mr. and Mrs Seeley three chil-

dren have been born. Marjorie N., who died at the age of four years; R. C,

born on September 10. IQ12, and an infant son. Eewis Seeley is a mem-

ber of the Gleaners, as is his brother, Otis, the latter having Ix^n vice-chief

of that order. Both are Republicans and Lewis has been a meml)er of the

board of reviews since IQ03 and a member of the school board since 18(35.

HARRY H. Gl'.MUEND.

Harrv 11. Gemueiul. an ;ittorncy-at-law at Ionia, ibis county, was born

in that city on .\pril 15, 1892. His early education was received in the

Sts. Peter and Paul .Academy, the Ionia high school and in the Ferris In-

stitute. He is a graduate of \alparai,so University and of the Detroit

College of Law and since receiving bis degree from the l.ittcr institution

has been practicing law in Ionia. His religion is Catholic and his i)olitics

Republican. He is a member of the following orders: Knights of Colum-

bus, Holy Name Society, Young Mens Order, of Detroit; Ionia Lodge No.

548, Benevolent and Protective Order (jf I'.lks, and the Theta Nu l''.i)silon

fraternity.

Mr. (jeniuend is the son of Leonard 1'. and Katlnyu (Jacobs) (lemncnd.

He has one sister. Gertrude, wife of W, bred Longe. of Ionia. His father,

who is a cigar manufacturer, served in Company I, Thirty-fourth Regiment,

Michigan X'olunteer Infantry, during the Spanish-.\merican War and held

the rank of sergeant.
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Mr. Geimiend's paternal grandfather was Leonard F. Gemuend, whose

wife was Gertrude (Sears) Gemuend, both natives of Germany, who were

amont^' the first pioneers of Ionia. He was a cabinet-maker, served in the

Civil War and died at the age of ninety-three; his wife died at the age of

sixty-nine. They had tliree sons, Matthew, Leonard and Albert.

Mr. Geniuend's maternal grandfather was Michael Jacobs, w^hose wife

was Lena (Lloffman) Jacobs. He was a native of Germany and a farmer

by vocation. They had three children, Kathryn (Jacobs") Gemuend, George

Jacobs and Mary (Jacobs) Bair.

HENRY H. DAY.

Henry Day, well-known citizen of Portland, Ionia county, Michigan,

and for the past thirty years a sexton of the Portland cemetery, is a native

of Erie county, New York, torn on September ii, 1850.

Henry Day is a son of DeMarcjuis and Julia (York) Day, the former

also born in Erie county and was descended from Scotch-Irish ancestry

on his paternal side, born in Parma, New York, while his mother came

from Holland with her parents. In 1855, when Henry H. Day was a small

lad, DeMarcjuis Day brought his family to Michigan and located in Liv-

ingston county. There he spent the balance of his life, doing general work,

and died in 1878. His widow followed him into the Great Beyond four

years later. DeMarc^uis Day and wife were the parents of nine children,

eight of whom grew to maturity and l)ut four of these now living. The

eldest of the family is Henry H., the subject of this sketch. Rowena.

deceased, was the wife of John Lonslierrv: Miranda (deceased), was the

wife of David Reggetts: I'rank is in Howell, this state; Seward, deceased;

Alfred also in Howell and Loren in Petoskey.

Henry H. Day remained under the parental roof until sixteen years of

age, receiving such education as the common schools of that time afforded

in this section and until he was twenty-two years of age he worked out

among the farmers of Livingston county. .\t the age mentioned, be came

to Ionia covnity, where he worked on a farm until 1886. At that time

he secured the position of assistant to the sexton of the Portland ceme-

tery and two years later was himself made se.xton, a ix)sition which he has

since retained. Politicall\-, Henry Day gives support to the Republican

party and holds fraternal affiliations with the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows, through Portland Lodge, No. 199.
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On June i8, 1879, Henry Day was united in marriage with Mary J.

Perse, a daughter of Freeman Perse, who was born in Livingston county
of parents who came to this section from the state of New York. Mr. and

Mrs. Day had two children born to them. Adelbert Henry died when but

two years of age and Frank W. is in Portland, associated with his father.

REV. M.\R'I"TX I-. TTOAA'E.

The Re\. .Martin L. Howe, well-known pastur of the Baptist church at

Sm)Tna, this county, an honored veteran of the Civil War and proprietor
of "Maple Ridge Farm,"' a well-kept and profitably cultivated place of

ninety-five acres in Otisco townshi]), four miles southea.st of Belding, on

rural route No. 4, out of that cit}-, is a native son of Ionia county, having
l>een born on the place where he now makes his home, March 19, 1848, son

of William R. and Adelia (Briggs) Howe, both natives of New York state,

who became pioneers of this county, where their last days were spent.

W'illiani R. Howe was born in Genesee county. New York, on Decem-

ber 6, 1822, and in the latter thirties came to this state and after a bit of

prospecting entered a homestead claim to a forty-acre tract in Otisco town-

ship, this county. He then returned to New York and married .-Xdelia

Briggs. immediately thereafter returning to this county with his bride. The

latter then entered a claim to a "'forty" adjoining the claim of her husband

and there the two established their home in the wilderness, becoming well-

known and well-to-do pioneers of that community. An adjoining tract of

fifteen acres later was added to the hnuie farm ;ind at the time of his death

on .May ,^0, 1887, William K. Howe was the owner of a well-cultivated

farm of ninet\'-five acres, now owned and occupied by his son, the subject

of this sketch, and the only present survivor of the six children born to

WilHam R. Howe and wife.

Martin L. Howe was reared on the pioneer farm on which he was Ix)rn

and there grew to manhoofl, receiving his education in the district school

in the neighborhood oi his home. U]X)n the lireaking out of the Civil War,

though then little more than a boy, he enlisted in the Thirteenth Michigan

.\rtillerv and served to the close of the war, during which service the only

wound of conse(|uence he received was a severe wound to his right knee.

.At the close of the war Mr. Howe returned home and resumed his place on

the farm, where he remained until 1869, in which year he went to Te.xa.s,
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where his wife had a small farm of ninety-hve acres and there he made his

iionie for thirty-two years. Mr. Howe married, Novemlier ii, 1884, Mrs.

L. (r. Reynolds, a widow, who was born in Nashville, Tennessee, and who
had removed to Texas, before her first marriage, with her parents. By her

first marriage Mrs. Howe was the mother of two children. Lelah and (iuy,

and her granddaughter, Mattie P.. .\nderson, now makes her home with her.

From the days of his youth Mr. Howe has taken a strong interest in the

church and during his residence in Texas was ordained to the ministry of

the Baptist church and for years was a preacher there, in addition to oper-

ating his farm.

In igoi the Rev. Martin L. Howe returned to the old homestead place

in this county, which he later named "Maple Ridge Farm,"' and there he

has made his home ever since, he and his family being very pleasantlv and

very comfortably situated. Mr. Martin continues active in the ministrv and

for some years past has been the pastor of the Baptist church at Smyrna.
In his political l>elief Mr. Howe is a Socialist and is an ardent advocate of

the principles of that party. He and his wife are active and influential

members of Belding Grange No. 1851, at Belding, and of the East Otisco

Farmers Clul> and take an earnest part in the various social activities of the

community.

LUTHER E. HALL.

Out among his (irchard trees, his fields of grain and his herd of varicnis

kinds of live stock in where Luther E. Hall of Orleans township, Ionia

county, finds the highest degree of contentment. He was born on a farm

concerning the one on which he now lives, January 27, 1846, and is a son

of Joshua S. and Sarah (Haight) Hall, whose life records are gi\en at

length on another i>age of this history.

When Luther E. Hall was about eight years old the family mo\ed

fri)m Ionia township to Orleans townshi]), locating in section 36, where he

lives now and here he grew to manhood. After attending the pul)lic schools

he took a commercial course at Schwenesburg & Robbins Commercial Col-

lege, ( ir.Hud Kapids. He continued to f.nrni two years on the home ])lace

after he became of age, then went to Irocpiois county, Illinois, where he

leased a farm which he worked for six years, then returned to Ionia county

.and bought the old bonie ])lace, or only eighty acres at first. Not one of

the buildings now to be seen on the place was standing when he bought the
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farm. He has made extensive improvements in many ways during his resi-

lience here of over forty-one years. Later lie liought thirty acres in the

northeastern corner of lu'iston township, which land adjoins his original

farm; also owns forty-one acres in Ionia township. In 1888 he erected the

suhstantial hrick residence in which he still li\es. adding an attractive stone

and concrete porch in igi2. It is huilt of broken held stones, called ramble

work. Beautifnl grounds surroiuid the home. He has a modern barn with

basement. In addition to general farming he raises a good grade of Perch-

eron horses, also grows apples on an extensive scale, having set eighty-live

acres to apples exclusively, lwenty-h\e being Baldwins and the balance

Xorthern Spies. This part of his farm is known as "Maple Avenue Orch-

ard." He has made a special study of horticultural themes and is an

authority on apple growing, and no small portion of his annual income is

derived from this source. He is a meml>er of the State Horticultural

Society, aiul he has done much t<.i encourage better orcharding in this sec-

tion of the state, (jwing to the fine cjuality of his apples he finds a ready

market for them while on the trees. He is a member of the e-xecutive board of

the State Horticultural Societv, also chairman (it the tinance committee,

in fact, is one of the prime factors in the S(jciety, which is doing a most

commendable work. 1 le lias the most approved ec[uipment for the proi)er

care of his orchard and kjoks well to spraying, pruning, etc. Everything

about his place denotes good management and good taste, and each de])art-

metn of his business shows system.

Luther K. Hall was married in Otisco township, Ionia county, in

December, 1869, to Kva Rickey, who died eighteen months later, without

issue. On August 25, 187J, Mr. Hall married in Iroquois county, Illinois,

Maria .\llen. who was a native of \'ermilion county. Indi;ma, ;md a daughter

of Robert and Llizabeth ( .Aikman ) Allen, both natives of X'ermilion county,

Indiana, where they grew up, attended school, were married anfi estal>

lished their home and where the\' conlimied to reside until their daughter

Maria was about fourteen years o\i\. uluii they moved to Iroquois county,

Illinois, where they s])ent the rest of their lives on a farm. To our sub-

ject's second marriage four children were born, namely: Alma, who was

die wife of F. 1). !*1annigan of Orleans townshi]). Ionia county, died in

1908, leaving a daughter, .Mildred, four years old; Louis .\., who lives in

Orleans townshi]), married Ida l'>. I'.each; Frank E.. who lives on the home

farm with his jiarents, married Emma \\'urster of Ionia, a daughter of

Jacob and Henrietta ( Xewnian ) Wurster: I'deanor A. is the wife of H. L.

Morse and thcv live in I'lattle Creek, Michigan.
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Politically, Mr. Hall is a Ivepuljlican and has been more or less active

in party affairs since reaching his majority. He was supervisor of Orleans

township two terms, also highway commissioner and a member of the board

of review. He has been active in Farmers Institute work, and has traveled

extensively, from coast to coast and from the Lakes to New Orleans. He
is a member of the Maccabees. He is a lover of nature and the beautiful.-

His place is surrounded by many forest trees and shrubbery of his own

planting. In 1876 he planted a row of maples along the road in front of

his home and they are now Ihie trees, standing on the west side of the road

known as Maple Avenue, for about one lumdred rods.

ABRAH.\.M DeKWAK.

No work relating to the history of Ionia county and puqjorting to set out

the biographies of persons who have taken a prominent and useful part in the

community life of this county, would be complete without fitting mention of

the late "Uncle" .\braham DeKwak. w ho, in his day, and for many years, was

one of the best-known residents of Ionia.

Abraham DeKwak was born on the island of Tholen, St. Anna Land,

province of Zeeland, Holland, in i82g. and when he was twenty- four years

of age emigrated to America, coming presenth- to Michigan, and was at

Kalamazoo, Holland and Grand Rapids before finally settling at Ionia, in

which latter cit\' he spent the remaintler of his life. He resided in Grand

Rapids when it was but a straggling village with two Ijrick stores, one on

Monroe street and the other on Canal street. 1 le li\cd there nine years, eight

of which he spent in the brewing business.

From Grand Rapids Abraham DeKwak moved to Ionia with his family

and there engaged in the brewing 1>usiness. For twc; vears he continued

operating his brewerv there and then ga\e up the business and engaged in the

marketing business.

Speaking of his withdrawal from the brewing business. Uncle .\brahani

used to .say: "People used to be after me all the time to go to church: so one

.Sunday 1 went to the Presbvlerian churi'h to he.nr llnither I'earsou preach.

Lie preached that morning on the te.xt. 'In tin- wicked there is no peace.'

I didn't know what peace was then. When 1 went Imnie that noon a half

dozen young fellows .sat on the fence waiting for me to sell them some drink-s.

but I didn't do it. The next morning I brnke in the beads of all ni\- l);irrels
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of beer and poured t)Ut the stuff. Then 1 .sold the hrewerv and honi^ht a ten-

acre farm."

From that time on L'ncle Ahraliani DeKwak gave his hie to tlie service

of his God and to humanity. He became well versed in tlu liible and cimld

(juote Scripture tiuently. l-"or years he was a licensed preacher in the Meth-

odist church and carried with him his credentials, of which he was \er\- pnnul.

For many years he paid the men who worked for him every night, in order

that he might live up to the scriptm-al injunction. "Owe no man anvthing."

"The Lord and I are partners." said L'ncle DeKwak. "lie sends the sun

to warm and the rain to moisten the good black soil He gave. 1 plant the

celery. He makes it grow, and I do the harvesting."

lonians and the peo])le of this count\' generally are so thoroughb' t'.'unil-

iar with the life history of Uncle .\braham DeKwak. his life here having

been as an open book, that little more is necessary to say along that line.

He died on March i6. lo'.S. leaving to survi\e him two children, a daughter,

Mrs. George Datiforth, and ;i sou. John DeKwak.

D.W'ID .M'.STI.V .McQU.XTD.

David .\ustin Mc(juaid. well-known fruit grower li\ijig north of Ionia

in Ionia township, this county, is a native of Canada, haying lieen born on

a farm near Toronto, in the ]>rovince of Ontario, December ii, 1854, son

of Robert and Mary ( I'.ennett 1 McOuaid. both natives of Canada, the former

of Irish descent and the latter of Scottish and Knglish parentage.

In i860 Robert McOuaid and his family left Canada and amie to this

state, settling in .Mbion county. David .\. McQuaid then was about one

year old and he spent his Ixiyhood in that county and there received his

schooling. When he was fourteen or fifteen years old his jjarents moved

to Coral, in Montcalm county, and in tluit neighborhood he worked at farm

work during the summers and in the lumber woods during the winters.

At the age of twent\-two he married and for some years thereafter his

work took him about (luite a bit. especially in Montcalm .uid fonia counties.

He farmed cjuite a little, on shares, in this county, and in the si)ring of 1907

bought the old Nichols fruit farm north of Ionia, where he has since made

his home and where he and his family arc (|uite comfortably and plea.santly

situated. Mr. Mcf )uaid raises quite a variety of fruit and berries, a large

variety of e.xcellen.t ap])les and has five or si.x acres in peaches, and has done
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well by his vt-nture in tht fruit line, hciiii,' one of the best kn(j\vn fruit

growers in the county.

On March 3, r88i, at Sheridan, AJontcahn county, David A. ]\[cOuaid

was united in marriage to Mary E. Bennett, who was born in Indiana,

daughter of John and Martha ( .She])]>ard ) Bennett, wIkj came U> this countv

when she was a little girl and located about eight miles southwest of Ionia,

where the mother died when the ilaughter, Mary, was nine Vears old. lea\-ing
also another daughter, Louisa, .\fter her mother's death Marv E. Bennett

lived with her aunt in Berlin township, this countv, where she grew to

womanhood. Her father married, .secondly, .Anna Cole, and remained in

this county about fifteen years, after which he nidved to near Vestalnirg, in

Montcalm count}-, where he died in 1905.

To David A. and Mary E. ( Bennett ) McOuaid two children have been

born, a daughter, Janie, who married William Higg^ihs, of Ronald town-

ship, this county, and has two children, Beatrice and Erances, and Herbert,

who tlied aged si.x years. Mr. and Mrs. McOuaid are members of tlie Dis-

ciples church and Mr. McOuaid is a Mason. He is a Republican and takes

a good citizen's interest in ])olitics, but has never been an aspirant for public

office.

. CAF'i\ DAVID C. CK.\WFORD.

Capt. David (". Crawford, sur\-eyor of Ionia county since 1882, an

honored veteran of die Civil War and an active and influential resident of

this county since the year 1856, in which year he came here, a vigorous

young man of eighteen, from Shiawasee county, is a native son of Mich-

igan, having been born on a pioneer farm in .Shiawa.see county, October 2g,

1838, son of Robert and Sallie A. (Crooks) Crawford, both natives of

Massachusetts, the former a soldier in the War of iSu, who came to Mich-

igan in 1825 and settled in ( )akland county, where he li\ed until 1836, in

which year he moved to Shiawasee county, where he settled in the wilderness

and made his home there until 1857, when he came to Ionia county and set-

tled on a farm in Lyons township, where he spent the remainder of his life,

living to the great age of ninety-one years. He and his wife were the parents
of nine children, three of whom are still living, the subject of this sketch hav-

ing two surviving sisters, Mrs. ATartha .A. Chamberl.-iin, of Grand Rapids,
and Mrs. \nieli;i l!;u-num, (jf r.\ron, this state.
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David C. Crawford was reared on a pioneer farm in his native connty,

obtaining his schoohng in a Httle log scliool house in the neighborhood of

his home, his playmates being chielly Indians, of whom there were many
more than there were of wliite persons in that region at that time. At the

age of sixteen he began clerking in a store at Jackson and was thus engaged
until he came to this county with his parents in 1856. Upon his arrival

here he was at once em])lo\e(l as a clerk in a store at Lvons and remained

thus occupied until his enli^lnicnt. in -\pril, i8t)i, as a private in l"ompan\'

ii. Third Regiment, .Michigan \ olunteer Infantry, in which command he

rapidly rose in rank untd he l)ecame captain in 1863. Captain Crawford's

ser\ice throughout was in the .\rniy of the Potomac. In the summer of

1864 his regiment was consolidated with the i'ifth Michigan and he served

under this new disposition of forces until he was mustered out at the close

of the war. He was wounded at the battle of Fair Oaks. Virginia, in 1862,

and in December, 1863, was taken prisoner by the enemy, but managed to

escape four days later, while being taken to Richmond, and rejoined bis

regiment.

Cpon the conclusion of his militar\' service Captain Crawford returned

to Ionia county and engaged in mercantile ])ursuits, but later took up sur-

veving and was engaged in this capacity in the railroad service until 1882,

in which \ear he was elected surveyor of Ionia county and has ever since

served in that important public capacity, having been elected at each suc-

cessive election since then, proI)ably a record for continuous tenure in pui)Iic

office in the state of Michigan. Captain Crawford is a Republican and an

active member of the Grand .\rmy of the Republic. He and his wife make

their home in Ionia, but spend a good bit of their time visiting among their

children. Thev h.ive five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

On Xovemljer 21, i8C)i. I'a\id < '. Crawford, then a young soldier

home on furlough, was united in marriage at Lyons, this county, tf) i''Ior-

ence .X. P.lanchard, who was born in 1842, daughter of Dr. W. '/.. and

Eusebia (ilenr\i Planchard, the first permanent white re.sideiUs of that

immediate localitv, and to this union five children have been born, as follow:

Nellie, who died at the age of two years; Robert Z., a locomotive engineer

of British Columbia ; George G., a hardware merchant, of P>elding, thi.s

county; Daisy B., of Xew ^ork city, and Mrs. Edna M. Gardner, of Pitts-

burgh, I'ennsylvania. Captain and Mrs. Crawford celebrated their "golden

wedding" anniversary in November, 191 1, and are still spared to each other

and to their children in the third generation. They have been witnesses to
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tlif wnndcrful (le\cl<ii)ment of this region since the days of their youth and

have been no unimportant factors in that development ;
and in the genial

"sunset time" of their lives enjoy the unbounded respect and esteem of this

entire conimunitv.

RICHARD B. COWLES.

Richard B. Cowles, one of the best-known and most progressive farm-

ers of Ionia county, proprietor of "Oak Lawn Farm," a well-kept and profit-

aljly cultivated tract of one hundred and twenty acres, situated three miles

south of Belding on rural route No. i, out of that city, is a native of the

British dominion across the border to the north, having been born in Can-

ada on March 20, 1842, son of Solomon and Perses (Shaw) Cowles, both

nati\es of the United States, who later became pioneers of this county and

here spent their last days.

Solomon Cowles was born in A'erniont, where he grew to manhood,

lie married Perses Shaw, who was born in the neighboring state of New

Hampshire, and immediately thereafter went to Canada, where he estab-

lished his hiime on a lanu and where he li\ed until 1850, in which year he

and his faniih' emigrated to Michigan and settled in Ionia county. Mr.

Cowles bought a farm in Keene township and was rapidly improving the

same when death stopped his labors six years after his coming to this

ciiunty, his death occurring in 1865. His widow survived him some years

and her last days also were spent on the home farm. Both were earnest

workers in the church and were useful meml)ers of the pioneer community.
'rhe\' were the parents of six children, of wIkjui but two are now living, the

subject of this sketch lia\ing a sister, Louisa, wife of C. S. Cowles. living

in the neighboring county of Montcalm.

Richard V>. ("owles was about se\-enleen war^ old when he came with

bis p.-ux-nts friiui Canada to this county and his \oiing mruiliood was .si)ent

in assisting in the work of developing the home farm. On September 26.

1864, he married I^liza I'. l'liill)rick. who was 1)orn in the state of New
York on March Jo, 18 15, and who liad conic to this count\' with her p;ir-

ents when six years of age and liad been reared and e<lucated in Ionia

county. After their marriage i\lr. and Mrs. Cowles made their home on

the farm on wiiicli they now live, then occupied by Mrs. Cowles's parents,

and after the death of the latter bought the interests of the other heirs in

the estate and have since then been the owners of "Oak Lawn I'arm." which

has been well ini])ro< ed and brought to a high state of ])ro(lncti\ity. Mr.
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Cowles has taken a good citizen's part in the civic affairs of his neiglibor-

hood and has served tlie pnljhc in various minor official capacities. In his

jxiHtical behefs he is a SociaHst and is an ardent advocate of the princi])les

of that party, i^'or }ears Mr. C'nwles was ilie local correspondent of one

of the Belding new s])a])ers and hy that means exerted an excellent intluence

in his comnnmitv, having been particularly active in promoting the move-

ment which leil to the general custom of naming farms. He is a memljer

of the Knights of the AIaccal:>ees.

T(j Richard B. and Eliza P. ( Phill)rick) Cowles two children have been

born, daughters both, Cora B., who married Seward Blackmer. By this

marriage one child, a son. Glenn C, was born. She married, secondly.

Leroy Witt. By this union h\e children were born: .Audrey \\.. deceased,

who left one daughter, Geneva O. Si.xbury: Pearl E., Elhs P., Lyle R. and

\'ivian S. She married, third, Ben Plawkins. Pearl I.., the other daughter

of Richard and Eliza Cowles, married, first, A'ern E. Doris and h;id one

child, Ina R. She later married C. B. Johnston, and they have one child,

Lucile M.

h^REDERICK .\. WASPIBURX.

Success in the varied vocations of men is won practiailly along the

same lines—by indn?try, persistency of effort, the exercise of sound judg-

ment and correct ideals ])ro])erly applied
—as they have evidently been in

the case of l^rederick A. Washburn, superintendent of the Richardson Silk

Company, of Belding, Michigan.

Mr. Washbvirn was born in South Coventry. Connecticut. .March _'5,

1855, and is a son of Alanson and Laura (White) Washburn. Tiie father

was born at Stafford, Connecticut, Decemlier ii, 1811. The subject nt

this sketch grew to manhood in his nati\e town and there received a common

school education, later attending an academy at Willimantic. Connecticut.

His father's people were engaged in the iron and .steel business, while his

mother's family were engaged in farming. Young I->ederick spent six

summers on the farm of an uncle. I lis father was a machine builder, and

at about this period was compelled to take over some silk machinery on a

debt. His mother, who was of Puritan stock, decided it best that the young

man .should go into the silk mill, and he acceded to his mother's wishes in

the matter, and was jjlaced in charge of the mill and contimied in business

with his father for ten years and helped build up a good business in this

line. On October 24, 1881, he secured a po.sition with Belding Brothers &
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("(mi|>any at Rockville, Cfjiinecticiit, and remained tliere n\'e \'ears in cliarge

cif \ariiiiis departments, then \\a^ sent to r.eldinc^, Michiijan. to o\'ersee the

luiildin<;- of a silk mill there tor i'.eldin.t^' Rrothers, which plant was later

taken over liy the Richardsun Silk t/()m])any, and from that time to the

])resent he has lilled the ])ositi(in t)f j^eneral superintendent of this modernly

e<|nip])ed and excellent plant. ha\ing come here November 8, 1886. He

thorouyhh' understands e\er\' department nf the work and his aliility, in-

dustrv and close a])])lication ha\'e been \er\' lari;el\- responsible for the pro-

nouiK'ed. success of the local firm.

Upon the organization of the Pjuilding and Loan Association, in 1888,

Mr. VVasiiburn was elected \ice-])resi(lent, and soon thereafter was made

])resident, which position he has held continuously ever since. The organi-

zation which, untler liis able management, has been very successful, was the

iirst of its kintl in this section nf the country. It has been the means of

many pot)r people enjoying gootl, comfortable homes. Not one dollar has

ever l)een misused, although nianv thousands of dollars have been disbursed.

Mr. Washburn was married on July 2C), 1880, at South Coventry, Con-

necticut, to I'dla .M. Wood, a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Mills)

Wood, both nati\es of England, from which country they came to Con-

necticut and established their future home. Their family consisted of ten

children. To Mr. and Mrs. Washburn four children have been born,

namely: Carlton W., liorn on No\-ember _>2, 1881, received an excellent

education, including the literary course in the University of Michigan and

two years in the law department, he was admitted to the bar, but is now

sales assistant in a large business house in Chicago; Florence E., the second

child, who was graduated from the Belding schools and the Milwaukee

Downer school for girls, is now at home; Harold O., who attended the

Relding schools, Ferris Institute and the University of Michigan, graduating

from the engineering department of the latter, is now with the .\merican

Hoist and Derrick Company, of St. I'.-ml. traveling for the firm out of

Dallas, Texas; b'rederick Sichiew who was educated in the llielding schools.

Ferris Institute and the Detroit Business College, is employed in the factory

of the Uichardson Silk (,'oTn]iany.

Politicallv, Mr. Washbuin is a Republican and is active in parl_\- allairs.

but has never held oi'lice, although be has been honored by being selected as

one of the presidential electors from the state of Michig.an in 1008. He also

served six vears as a trustee of the state asylum at Ionia. He has kept well

informed on political matters ;uid ha-> given his sup]iort to all vvurlhy meas-

ures for the general good, in i()04 he was chosen a meml)er of the Interna-

tional .Silk Inrors' rei)rcsentali vcs al the world's fair in St. Louis. Missouri.
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and he was also selected in the same capacity at the Paris Exposition in hjoo.

the Richardson Silk e"onii)any receiving- the Grand I'rix. which was the

highest honor in thi> line. .Mr. W'ashhurn was i;iven special medals at liie

same time. Fraternallv, .Mr. \\'a>hl)nrn is a member of lUldiiii,' Lodge No.

355, Free and .\ccepted .Masons, lie has been connected with the Congrega-
tional church since boyhood.

IWL'l. Lb; IK.

There are a large number of German farmers in Ionia county, wlm, bv

their industry and econom\-, ha\e established good homes here, i'aul Lcik,

of Portland township, is among ihi.s number. He was born on the Ki\cr

Rhine, Germany, January 17, 18GS, and is a son (tf .Martin and .Margaret

Leik. He grew up in his nati\e land and received his education there, lie

hired out by the day for a number of years, and in 1894. when twent\-six

years old, he came to the United States, with his uncle. Ilenr\- Leik, wim

had |)re\iously settled in America and was at that time in ( icrm;in\' du a

\isit, having first come to the new world in j866. Thex- sailed from Ant-

werp, Belgium, for New York, and then came on to Westphalia, C Imlon

county, Michigan, where Paul Leik worked awhile for John Drustee, then

worked awhile ne.ar ( irand Ledge, then with his cousin, Tony Leik, who

accompanied him and their uncle from ( lermany, he settled on two hundred

and seventy-tive acres in Poilland township, whicii the\' worked for li\e

years. Then I'aul Leik bought one hundred ,'uid twenty acres in Riley town-

ship, ( bnton countv, where he lived for ti\e years, when lie sold out .-ind

bought his present place six miles north of Portlantl, Ionia coinuy, which

consists of one hundred and sixty acres, and on which he is raising general

crops and \anous kinds of live stock. Me located on this i;irm in I0('7-

He has made extensix'e improvements here and has been successful, although

starting out with ])racticallv nothing. In 1014 be erected the modern home

in which he now lives.

Paul Leik was married on October u, 1897, to Louise .Martin, a d.iugb-

ter of .\nthony and Mary Martin, lioth natives of the Rhine country, (ier-

manv. They caine to .America when children and were married in Clinton

county, Michigan. To Mr. and .Mrs. Leik the following children were Iwrn :

Peter, seventeen years old, is assisting his father on the farm; .Annie, six-

teen years old. is attending the district schools; Johnnie died when two years

old; Lena is in school, as are also George and Margaret.

.Mr. Leik and family belong to St. Joseph's Cath<jlic church, in W'e.st-

l)halia. Politically, he is a Democrat.
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\V. F. SELLECK.

W. F. Selleck, well-known citizen of I'ortland, Ionia covmty, Michigan,

justice of the peace and for the past thirt_\-eight years engaged in the insur-

ance and collection husiness. also a notary public, came to this county from

Oneida county, \ew York, where in the town of I'aris he was born on May
29, 1844. He is a son of Augustus and Sophronia (Freeman) Selleck, the

former born in the same place as his son, where for several generations his

family had lived, 'lliey were of English origin and the hrst American Sel-

leck came to this country early in the history uf the land. Sophronia
1^'reeman was also of English stock, born in the same county.

.\ugustus Selleck was reared on a farm and in the spring of 1836 he

came to this state and in Barry county entered a tract of land from the gov-

ernment, a short distance from where Gull Prairie now is. In the fall of

that year he returned to his native state and in 1837 was married. He
remained there until 1848, when he brought his family to Norwalk, Huron

county, Ohio, where he purchased a farm and remained until the fall of 1863.

In the fall of that year Augustus brought his family to Hillsdale county, this

state, and purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty acres. He remained

here but a year, however, when he returned to Ohio and started up a saw

mill in Henry county. The mill was later mo\ed to Fayette, h'ulton county,

that state and in 1878 was brought to Ionia county and set up in Portland.

W. F. was associated with his father in this enterprise until 1896 or 1897,

at which time his father retired from acti\e life and passed awa_\- in I'ortland

on Feliruar)- 0, i(>i2. at the ad\anced age of ninety-six years. His wife had

]jreceded him in i88g. .\ugnstus Selleck and wife were the parents of four

children, W. F. being the second of the family in order of birth. Josephine,

the eldest, is the wife of Alfred P. Derby, of Portland. Freeman died in

Ohio in 1872 and Frederick (lied when but four years of age, at Xorwalk,

Ohio.

In 1896, at the time W. h\ .Selleck and his father disposed of the saw-

mill, he liecame bookkeejier for the Ramsey-. \lton Manufacturing C"om])anv,

remaining with them for four years and in 1904 he entered exclusi\cly into

the lines to which he now gives his attention. He has traveled over this

section of the country and purchased standing timber and is said to be an

expert in his line of timber measuring.

W. F. Selleck was married on Xoxember 17. 1864, in llillsd;dc, this

state, to .Mvira Way, daughter of William Way.
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There are two children in the Sellcck family: Murvin A., a graduate
of the Portland schools and now with the Portland Milling Company, and

Charhe A., superintendent of the water company of Portland, for the past

fourteen years. William F. is a member of the order of Free and Accepted
Masons through Portland Lodge No. 31, and has passed through all the chairs

of the blue lodge. In his Alasonic work he has attained to the chapter and

council degrees and is also past master of the Royal Arch degree. He is

also a member of Council No. 23, Royal and Select Masters, serving as

secretary of both lodges.

W. V. Selleck holds his religious tuembership in the Universalist church,

although the society at this place has now disbanded. He is a Democrat in

politics, but not radical and always more interested in the success of the best

man, rather than the carrying of the ticket. He was supervisor of Portland

township for the year 1883 aufl for one term was president of the village oi

Portland, also serving for eleven consecutive years as a meml)er of the town

council. For the past ten years Mr. Selleck has been ju.stice of the peace and

in his official capacity has acted as e.xecutor and administrator of many estates.

In his particular line he has rendered a great service to the people of this com-

munity, by all of whom he is held in high repute. Mr. Selleck represents

fourteen of the leading tire insurance companies of this and foreign countries.

LE\'i -M. (;ui':i':\w()Oi).

Le\i M. ( Ireenwood, the well-known clothing merchant al .Muir. this

county, who has been a resident of that town prol)abl\- longer than any other

person now living there, is a native son of Michigan and has been a resident

of .Muir since the fall of 1857, having located there with his ]iarcnts the

\ear following the founding of the village. He was born in Greenbush

township, Clintcjn county, this state, June 21, 1850, son of Marvin and

.\manda (H(jlc(imb) (ireenwood, both natives of the state of New York,

who became early residents of this section of Michigan.

The (ireenwoods were an old colonial family in New ICngland and the

family descent is traced back in Fngland to the thirteenth century. Marvin

CJreenwood was born at Lebanon, New ^'ork, July i, 1804, a son of Paul

and Betsy Greenwood, the former born on October 5, 1767, and the latter

.\ugust 26. 1777. Mar\in Greenwood grew to manhood in his native state

(qa)
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and on |une 7, 1827, was united in marriage to Amanda Holcomb, who was

born on June 7, 1807. Aljont the year 1836 Marvin Greenwood and his

family came to Michigan, settling in Oakland county, Init shortly thereafter

moved to Clinton county, where they established a home in the wilderness,

being among the very first settlers in that section of the state, and there, in

a cabin home in the heart of the forest the subject of this sketch was born.

Mrs. Amanda Greenwood died there on September i, 1836, lea\ing five

children. In August, 1837, Marvin Greenwood married Catherine Cranell,

to which union one child was born, a son, .\dell)ert, born in Muir, October

14, j86o, who died on May 16, 191 5. It was in September, 1837, that Mar-

vin Greenwood left his homestead farm in Clinton county and came over

into Ionia county, locating at Muir, then a promising lumber village, founded

the year pre\iously. He established a grocery store at Muir and was thus

engaged in business for several years, or until failing health compelled his

retirement. He was an active man of affairs and during his residence in

Clinton county had served for years as justice of the peace in and tnr his

Ik line township.

Levi M. Greenwood was about seven years old when his father located

at Muir and he entered the schools there, com])leting his schooling when he

was thirteen years of age, when he began \\i irking in the saw -mills. \fter

a year of this form of employment he entered the office of the Wagar Lum-

ber Conijiany and was engaged there for four years, at the end of which

time, in 1860, he became a clerk in the Probasco hardware store and was

thus engaged for nearly twenty years. lie then, abciut 1888, l)ecame a

partner in the store and that mutually agreeable arrangement continued until

he withdrew from the firm in 1893 and started his present business. It was

in September, 18(^3. that Mr. Greenwood ojiened his clothing store at Muir

and he ever since has been acti\el\- .and successfully engaged in that business,

long ha\'ing been regarded as une df the most acti\e and enterprising mer-

chants of that town.

(hi April 10, i8i)3, Le\i M. Grceiiwninl was united in in.'irriage to Mrs.

Efiie ( Lilenburg) Kellaud, who was burn in Rochester, Michigan, daughter

of Frederick Lilenburg and wife, {hv funner nf whnin, a native of Stras-

burg, Pennsylvania, came to Michigan in 1833 ami spent the rest of his life

at Rochester, a successful market-gardener. To Mr. and Mrs. Greenwimd

two children lia\e been bdrn. a sun, I'rederick Mar\in, and Xaomi V.. Mr.

Greenwood is a member of the Church of Christ and his wife is a member

of the Congregational church. He. is a Mason and takes a warm interest in

Masonic affairs.
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EDGAR E. KILBORN.

lulgar IL. Kilborn, a well-known farmer of Otisco township, this county,
where he owns a well-kept place of lifty-tive acres on rural route No. 4,

out of Belding. ib a native of that same township, having been born in a

little lui^- cabin on a pioneer farm near by the place where he is now living,

on August 29, 1849, son of hreeman and Cynthia (.Joy) Kill)orn, Inith

natives of New Vork state and early settlers of this county, where tiiey

spent their last days, respected and useful residents of Otisco township.
Freeman Kilborn came to Michigan as a young man and entered a

homestead claim to an eighty-acre tract in Otisco township, this county,
and then returned to New York, where he married Cynthia Joy and straigiit-

way returned to this county with his bride, arriving here in 1846. He built

a log cabin on his homestead tract and established a home there, he and

his wife becoming early recognized as among the mo.st influential of the

pioneer residents of that section of the county. The homestead tract pres-

entl\- was cleared and improved, a better dwelling erected and there Free-

man Kilborn and his wife reared their family and spent the remainder of

their li\es. To them two children were born, of whom the subject of this

sketch now is the only survivor, his sister, Harriet, who married William

N. Sparks, ha\ing died on Jaiuiary 29. 1909, leaving three children. Free-

man Killjorn died on Kovember 26, 1900. His wife had preceded him to

the gra\c more than six years, her death having occurred on March 29,

190.3.

Edgar E. Kili)orn was reared on the pioneer farm in Otisco townsbi])

and his schooling in the district school in the neigliborhood of his home was

followed by a course in the school at Cooks Corners, under the instruction

of Prof. Asa Slayton. On August 29, 1869, he married Adaline A. Hale,

who was liorn near Akrnn, ()hii). and who had come to this cimntv with her

parents, the family settling in Orleans township, later moving to southern

Illinois, from which i)lace they presently returned to this county, locating

permanently in Orleans township, where .she was living at the time of her

marriage. Following their marriage, Edgar E. Killiorn and hi~- wife settled

on a farm where he now lives, but later moved over into Mecosta county,

where they established their home on a farm and there they remained for

twenty years, returning to this county in the fall of 1902 and setth'ng on

the farm where Mr. Killiorn now lives. Mrs. Kilborn died on June 7,

1910.
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To Edgar E. and Adaline A. (Hale) Kilborn seven children were horn.

Henry, Cynthia (deceased), Cora, Almira, P^^eenian, Rnth and Harriet.

The eldest son, the Rev. Henry Kilborn, is a local minister of the Free

Methodist church in Mecosta county, Michigan; he also has a farm. He
married Emma Williams, who was born in Canada. Edgar E. Kilborn is

an active member of the same denomination and is a steward of the church.

He is a speaker of considerable local note and formerly often occupied the

pulpit of the church. He is an ardent Prohibitionist and is a widely known

speaker in behalf of the principles of that party.

WILLIAM LUSCHER.

One of the painstaking- fanners and stock raisers of Ionia county is

William Luscher, of Sebewa township, who was Ixjrn in Cleveland, Ohio,

July 25, 1857. He is a son of Jacob and Annie (Hunsicher) Luscher, both

parents natives of Switzerland, where they were reared and married. Jacob

Luscher was a cabinet-maker by trade, which he learned in his native land.

He became an expert on hand-made furniture. He brought his family to

America in 1854, locating in Cleveland, Ohio, where he followed his trade.

When William was a babe his parents brought him to Ionia count}-, Mich-

igan, the father following his trade in the town of Ionia, but later moved

to Sebewa township, taking up forty acres of government land, on which he

built a house and continued working at his trade, but did not clear and

develop the land. After living there five years he moved to another place

in the same township, making his home with his son who had an eighty-acre

farm there, and continued at his trade until his death in 18S4, his widow-

surviving until February 5, 1904. Their family consisted of eight children,

six of whom grew to maturity, and four are still living, namely: Rudolph,

who lives in Gratiot county, Michigan, was a soldier in the Civil War, a

member of Com|)any D, Ninth Regiment Michigan X'ohmteer Infantry;

Lizzie is the wife of l-llias .'-^teinbaugh and they live in Danby township,

Ionia county; Jacol) lives in Ionia; the next child died in infancy, unnaiucd
;

Mary is deceased; Frances died in infancy; Maggie is deceased; William is

the onlv one of the chiMren born in the United States.

The subject of this sketch received his education in the public schools

of .Sebewa townshi]), this county. He made his home with bis brother,

lacob, froiu the age of five to twenty-two. thru bougiu forty acres in sec-
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tion 2, Sebewa township, and removed there with his mother, where he

lived two or three years, then moved to the farm on which he now lives in

section 2. .Sebewa township, which place consists of one hundred and eightv

acres, on which he has made man\- ini])n)\cnicnts and is successfully engaged
in general farming. He is also a stockholder in the I'ortland l'"arnicrs

Elevator Company, and is a director in the same.

William Luscher was married in 1885 to Nettie rh()r])e. and to this

union four children have been liorn, namely: George A. is an engineer on

the Pere iMarquette railroad and lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan; Carrie

is deceased: Warren is at home; Kittie is the wife of Hector Mcintosh,

of Detroit, Michigan.

Mr. Luscher was married, secondly, to Louise Sieg, on Septemljer 12.

iQoo. She was born in Ionia, Michigan, and is a daughter of Rudoli)h

Sieg, a native of Germany. To this second union one son has been born—
Harry \\'., who is attending the district schools.

I'oliticallv. Mr. Luscher, is a Democrat.

TOfTX T- GALLOWAY.

John J. Galloway, a well-known and enterprising merchant of I'alo, this

county, is a native son of Ionia county, having been born in Palo, where

he still makes his home and where he has .spent all his life. He was l)orii

on Xovember 24, 1855, son of Barnabas D. and I'",llen 1. (Pew) Galloway,
the former a native of the state of \'ew ^'l)^k and the latter of Michigan,
both of whom came to this county with their respective parents alxiut the

year 1850 and here spent the remainder of their lives, for years ha\ing been

prominent and influential residents of Palo.

I'larnabas D. Galloway was born near Palmyra, New \'ork, son (if bilin

Galloway and wife, who later moved to Ohio, settling in the 'i'olcdo neigli-

l)orhood, thence coming to Michigan, settling in Monroe county, where thev

established their home and spent the rest of their lives. It was about 1850

tiiai iJarnabas D. Galloway came o\er into Ionia county and enteretl a claim

to a tract of land al)out two miles east of Palo, the cf)untry thereabout just

beginning to be settled at that time. .Soon after locating there he married

b'llen L. Pew, who was born near Monroe, this state, daughter of jobii \V.

and lane Pew, who came to this county about 1850 and located on a boine-

stead tract about one mile east of Palo, at the same time taking a claim in
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Bloomer townsliip, in the neighboring county of Alontcahu. John W. Pew

after some years engaged in farming, moxed to Jr'alo, Ionia L'(junty. where

his last days were spent. After Barnabas D. Galloway's marriage he estab-

lished a home on his farm east of Palo, but later engaged in business at Palo,

in partnership with his father-in-law, Mr. Pew. In i8f)i, upon the outbreak

of the Civil War, he enlisted for service in Company I, Berdan's jMichigan

Sharpshooters, but about a year later was discharged on a physician's cer-

tificate of disal)ility, his health ha\ing been seriously impaired as a conse-

quence of an attack of measles, improperly treated. Upon his return from the

war he engaged in the saw-mill business at Muir, this county, later engaging

in the grocery business at the same place, but presently returned to Palo,

where he spent the remainder uf his life. He took an acti\e jiart in the

general atTairs of his community and was the first Democratic supervisor

ever elected in Ronald township, then a Republican stronghold. Barnabas

D. Galloway died in 1895. His wife had preceded him in death three years,

her death having occurred in 1892.

John J. Galloway was reared at Palo and there learned the trade of

painter, which he followed for seventeen years, or until 1892, in which year

he began clerking in the store of C. H. Mandeville, at Palo. In 189,^ he

started a grocery store of his own at Palo and was presently apjjointed ])(ist-

master of that village by President Cleveland, which office he held for ne.irly

five years. After conducting his grocery store for about ten years he added

a stock of hardware and ever since has l)een quite successfully engaged in

both the grocerv and the hardware business, long having been regarded as

one of the leading business men of Palo.

In 1876 John J. Galloway was united in ni.arriage to Ellen V. Paeon,

who was born in Bushnell township, Montcalm county, this state, daughter

of Melvin and Diantha (Stevens) Bacon, who moved from Lenawee county

to Montcalm county in the fifties. Melvin Bacon's father, James Bacon,

eiUered a claim to a tract of government land in Bushnell township and was

among the first settlers of that section. McKin I'.acon enlisted for service

in the Union army during the Civil War and died of measles while in the

service. His body is buried in the national cemetery at Nashville. Tennessee.

After his death his faniilv moxed to 1 'alo, where the mother died in 1900.

To Mr. and Mrs. Galloway one child has been liorn, a son, M. Clare. They

are members of the Baptist church.

M. Clare Gallowav was born at Palo on I December 19, iSSj. and was

graduated from the Palo high school, after which he entered Ferris Insti-

tute, w-hich he attended for three years. He then became a bookkeeper at
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Lake \ iew and presently went to Chicago, where he was engaged in office

work until 1905, in which year he returned home and took his place in his

father's store, where he has been engaged ever since. In October, 191 1,

Al. Clare Cialloway was unitetl in marriage to Louise Brown, who was l)orn

in St. Johns. Michigan, daughter of .Marvin \'. and "Hessie (Shafer) Hrown,

prominent residents of that city. Marvin \'. r.rown was a pioneer resident

of St. Johns and a well-known merchant there, one of the leatling citizens

of the place. He was one of the organizers of the order of Modern Wood-
men in Michigan and was a |)ul)lic speaker of much power, his talents in

that direction being for years e.xerted in behalf of the Prohibition i)arty, for

which party he campaigned in ( )hio, Indi.an.i and Michigan. His wife died

when their daughter Louise was an infant .ind be died when she was eight

years old. Thus left an or])han, Louise Brown was reared by kinsfolk at

Maple Rapids, in Clinton county, where she lived until her marriage to Mv.

Galloway. To M. Clare Galloway and wife one child h;is been born, a daugh-

ter, Dorothy B. They have a very pleasant home at Palo and .1 delightful

summer home at Bay View. Mr. (iallowav is a member of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows.

wiLLLVM A. McLaren.

William A. McLaren, postmaster at Muir, this county, and a well-known

and progressive merchant of that place, is a native of the great Empire state,

but has li\ed in this county since he was four years old. He was torn at

Avon. Xew York. January u, i<S62, son of James and Sarah (Hocmire)

McLaren, the former a native of Scotland and the latter of New York state,

who later became well-known and ])roim'nent residents of Ionia county,

where their last days were spent.

fames McLaren was born at I )nnlil,inc, Scotland, in May, i<Sj9, rmd

grew u]) there When a young man he came to the United .States and set-

tled at .\von. .\'ew York, where he presently married Sarah Hocmire, a

native of that town. In i.SfiK he and his family came to Michigan and

located in Ionia county. James .McLaren bought a farm in Ronald town-

.ship and there he and his wife .spent the remainder of their lives. He was

an active particijjant in the activities of the old Ronald "Literary," a cen-

ter of community interest in an earlier day hereabout, and did much to

promote a proper social life in that part of the county. James McLaren

died on I-'ebruary 26, 1891, and his widow survived him many years, her
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death occurring on December 10, 1915. They were the parents of four

children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the eldest, the others being-

Mary, born on April 2^, 1867, who died on August 7, 1868; Jay, March 11,

1870, of Grand Rapids, who is married and has a son, Russell, born on Mav

15, 1893, and Carrie, June 4, 1877, who married I'Vank Maker and li\es at

Ionia.

William A. McLaren was but a child when his parents came to this

county and he grew up on the home farm in Ronald tow nship. Upon com-

pleting the course in the schools at Palo he entered the Ionia high school, in

the meantime assisting his father in the labors of developing the home farm,

and in the spring of 1883, following his marriage in the previous Decemiier.

rented a farm in the neighborhood of his old Imme and for two years made

his home on the same. He then bought a farm of furt\- acres near the tirange

hall, in Ronald township, where he lived until he moved to Muir, in the

meantime adding to the. same by the purchase of an adjoining tract of twenty-
five acres. In addition to his work as a general farmer, Mr. McLaren was

actively engaged in the live-stock business and made much i<i bu}'ing cattle

and fattening the same for the butcher markets, doing quite well in that

line. On March 25, 1896, he mo\ed to Muir, though he continuetl to retain

possession of his farm, which he did not sell until two or three vears later.

h"or si.x years after going to Muir, Mr. McLaren clerketl in Stachen's gen-

eral store and then, in 1901; embarked in business for himself ;md has Ijeen

quite successfully engaged in the general merchandise Inisiness ever since,

long having been regarded as one of the leading l)usiness men of the town.

Mr. McLaren is a Democrat and for years has lieen an acli\e participant

in the jjolitical afifairs of the county, being one of the leaders of his party

in the eastern part of the county. He has served a numljer of terms as a

member of the county committee and freciuenth' has been a delegate to the

conventions of his party. h"or two or three terms he served as one of the

village trustees of Muir and on January 14, 1914, received his commission

as postmaster of Muir, which office he has held ever since.

On Deceml)er 25, 1882, William A. .\hd.aren was united in niarriage to

Amanda I^ldridge, who was born in Wisconsin, daughter of Xiram and

I'ldelia (Somers) Kldridgc, who had emigrated from Dans\ ille. X'ew \'ork.

to Wi.sconsin, coming thence to Michigan and locating in Ionia couni\ in

1870. Niram Lldridge bought a farm in Ronald lowiT-hi]! and there estab-

lished his home. His wife died there on May 13. 1904, .and he thereafter

made his home with Mr. and Mrs. McLaren at Muir. where he died on

September 13, 1910. For years Niram FJdridge was justice of the peace
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in and tnr Ivonald townsliip and was a man of niucli iiillncnix- in his coni-

niunit}-. .Mrs. McLaren had one sister. Mabel, liorn on C)ctol)er u, 1873,

will) married liniory Danner and died on .Sei)teml)er 8, iQio. (i\'e davs before

llie dealli of her fatiier. 'i'o .Mr. and Mr>. MeLru'en one ciiild lias been born.

a son, (ileii. born on (October 8, 1886. now living- at (Ir.-ind Rapids, who

married .Alice Connor and has a daugliler, Helen. Mr. McLaren is a Mason

and a member of the local lodge of the Benevolent and I'rotccti\'e Order of

Elks, in the affairs of both of which or^.-uiizations he t.akes a \\:irni interest.

TH(m.\.S .SP-XRKS.

riiiiiiias Sparks, treasurer of Ionia conntv, is a iiatixe of luigland, hav-

ing been born near tiie city of Hereford, in Herefordshire. June H). 1847.

eldest of the nine children born to his ]>arents, William and I'.liza (Lewis)

Sparks, the former a tailor, who died in Hereford in 1885, aged sixty-.'^even

_\'ears, and the latter of whom sur\i\ed uiilil 1905, she being ujiwards of

eighty years old at the time of her death. They were Methodists and were

the parents of nine children, of whom four came to the United States, those

besides the subject of this sketch who came to this country being Mrs.

Knima fAing, now living in Taconia, Washington; James L., of Ionia, this

county, and Lavina, wife of Joseph Rogers, of St. Joseph, Missouri. Will-

iam Sparks was the .son of James Sjjarks, also a tailor, who, with his wife,

came to .\merica and spent their last days here, he being upwards of ninety

years old at the time of his death, b'-liza (Lewis) Sparks was the (l.iughler

of David and b-liza Lewis, Lnglish farming people, who died there.

TlKjmas Sparks was trained in mercantile pursuits in luigland and spent

six vears in a store at Hereford and three years in a mercantile establish-

ment in London, after which, in 1873, he came to the L'nited .States .and

settled in Kent county, this state, where he engaged in farming. .\ot long

after locating there he married Lucinda Knickerbocker, who was born in

Kent county, daughter of b'ra.stus and Lucrctia Knickerbocker, pioneers of

that section, who had come from Xew ^'ork. the former a descendant of

the famous Knickerbocker family which was so prominent in the settlement

of Xew .Amsterdam, now Xew ^ork City. Erastus Knickerlxjckcr and wife,

who were the parents of eleven daughters, later came to Ionia county, where

their last days were spent. Tn 1885 Mr. Sparks moved fnnii Kent county

to Ionia county and settled in r'ampbell townshif), where he bought a farm
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of eighty acres, and there he li\efl until his appointment as deputy county
treasurer under Edwin F. Cool, in 1900, after which he and his family

moved to Ionia, where they ha\e lived ever since. During his residence in

Camphell township Mr. Sparks had taken an active interest in politics and

for four years had served as supervisor, four years as school director and
ten years as justice of the peace. His service in the treasurer's office proved
so satisfactory that after two years of such service under Treasurer Cool

he was reap])(iinted as deputy under Captain .Mlt-n and after four vears of

that additional service was elected by the Repuhlicans as treasurer and in

the succeeding election was re-elected and is still serving as treasurer ol

the county.

To Thomas and Lucinda (Knickerbocker) Sparks live children have

been born, as follow: Edith, who married John Neeb, of Clarksville, this

county, and has five children, Beatrice, Ethel, Gertrude. Lucinda and Her-

bert ; Ethel, who married Bert Heaven, of Campbell township, and has four

children, lena, Clarence, Josephine and Thomas: Lewis, who died at the

age of nine years: Certrude, who died at the age of six vears. and Clista,

who married Joseph \Vatkins, now living at Omaha, Nebraska, and has two

children. Walwin and Gwendolyn. Mr. antl Mrs. Sparks are members of

the Methodist church and he is past noble grand of the Ionia lodge of the

Independent Order of Odd Eellows.

i^'RANK A. HARGR.Wb:, M. D.

Doctor Frank A. Hargrave, of Palo, this county, former president of

the Ionia County Aledical Society, secretary and general manager of the two

telephone companies at Palo, one of the best-known physicians in this county

and for years recognized as one of the nii}st progressive and energetic citi-

zens of his home community, is a native of Wisconsin, but has been a resi-

dent of Michigan since the latter seventies. He was born on a farm at

Menomonee Falls, about twehe miles west of Milwaukee, in W aukesha

county, Wisconsin, March _'<;. 1857. son of Isaac and Mary (X'illrelte) liar-

grave, both natives of Yorkshire, luigland.

Isaac Hargrave was a sailor and had followed the sea tor sonic years

before bis marriage. He was married on the dav of Queen \ ictoria s

coronation and two vears later he and his wife and their liaby came to the

United Slates, Isaac Hargrave paying the p;issage of himself and family by
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his service as a sailor on the way over. Mrs. Hargrave's mother previously
had come to this coimtry and had settled at Meiiomonee Ivills and that point
in Wisconsin Territory was the objective i)i)int of the sailor immigrant and

his wife upon landing on this side. They came up the lakes and landed at

Milwaukee, then but a mere village, and thence walked tiie twelve mUes out

to Menomouee, carrying their baby. There Isaac Hargrave entered a claim

to forty acres of "Congress Land" and established his home, spending his

summers as a sailor on the lakes and clearing his land during the time na\i-

gation was closed for the winter. He presently became part owner of a lake

sailing vessel and was engaged for some years in the lumber carrying trade

between Michigan points and thicago and .Milwaukee. While thus engaged
he conveyed to Chicago the lumber that entered into the construction of the

frame work of the first brick house erectcfl in that city. He finally ga\e up
the lake trade and traded his interest in his vessel for sixtv acres of land

at the mouth of the Milwaukee river, but this tract seemed of so little value

that he after awhile let it go rather than continue to pay taxes on the same.

That tract now is in the very heart of the business section of the city of

Milwaukee and is worth millions. He continued, however, to improve his

Menomonee Falls farm and in t<S6o sold the same to advantage and mo\'ed

to Monroe county. Wisconsin, where he bought a quarter of a section of

land and there spent the remainder of his life, living to l)e eighty-nine years

of age. His wife died on September 6, 1S94.

Frank A. Hargrave was three years (j!d when his [larents moved to

Monroe county, Wisconsin, and he grew to manhood on the home farm

there. He studied diligently to acquire an education and when about tw-ent\'

years of age was licensed to teach school, thereafter for some years sjiending

his winters as a leacher. ^\'lK•^ Ik- had sa\ed uj) a bit of mone\- be entered

the State Normal at Oshkosh and in due titne was graduated. In order to

recei\'e his credits it was necessarv for him to remain at the school until

"commencement," bv which time his fuufls were almost exhausted. In the

meantime he had decided to locate at Ionia and upon receiving his diploma

bought a railway ticket for the county seat of Ionia county, after paying for

which he had left just sixtv-five cents. He spent fifteen cents for a supper

in Milwaukee, did without breakfast the next morning and arrived at Ionia

with fti\y cents in his pocket. He was not long in securing a .school in- this

county, but before the time for the school to begin he had to provide for his

daily needs and worked at various occupations, chiefly farm labor, and was

thus employed, teaching school during the winters, until Ik- bad sa\ed sexeu

hundred dollars. Having long been privately reading meilical literature.
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With a view to Ijeconiing a physician, he entered the medical department ol

tile University of Michigan at Ann Arbor in 1881 anti was graduated from

tiiat institution in 1884. Thus admirably equipped tor the practice of his

profession. Doctor Hargrave returned to Ionia county and opened an office

at Palo, where he ever since has been actively engaged in the practice of

medicine, during which time he has built up an extensive practice and has

come to be recognized as one of the leading physicians of this county.

Doctor Hargrave has from the \ery beginning of his residence in this county

gi\eu his most thoughtful attention to the general life of the community,

[•"or twenty-live years he ser\ed as a member of the school board, in which

capacity he rendered an admirable service on behalf of the schools. \\ hen

the Palo Telephone Company was organized in 1903 he took an active inter-

est in the concern and is also acti\el}- interested in the Home Telephone Com-

pany of Palo, being secretary and manager of both companies. For several

years he has been an active member of the Ionia County Medical Society

and was president of the same in lo'S- "^' ^'l'^" 'S examiner for a number

of in.surance companies. Doctor Hargrave is a Re]niblican and gives his

most thoughtful attention to local political affairs.

( )ii July 16, 1885, a year after entering upon the ])ractice of his pro-

fession at Palo, Doctor Frank A. Hargrave was united in marriage to Amelia

Hanim, who was born at Omro, Wisconsin, daughter of Alfred and F.lmira

(Dulley) Hamm, the former a native of the state of New York and the

latter of Ohio. Alfred Hamm was a young man when his parents moved

from .Xew N'ork to Wisconsin and in the latter state he grew to manhood

and married I^lmira Dully, who was about nineteen years of age when her

parents moved from Ohio to Illinois, later moving to Wisconsin. Mrs.

llanim died in Wisconsin and -Mr. Hamm later moved to .\labama, where

he sjjcnt the rest of his life. Their daughter Amelia grew to womanhood in

Wisconsin and became a teacher. While attending the State Normal School

at Oshkosh she and her future husband were classmates. She went to

.\la])ama, expecting to teach school in th;it state, but presently returned to

Wisconsin, where she was eng;iged in teaching until her marriage to Doctor

Hargrave. To Doctor ;ind .Mrs. I largrave three children have been born,

namely: Don \'., I.iicile and j;nues .M. Doctor Don \". Hargrave, now a

prosperous voung plnsician ;it Carson City, in the neighboring county of

Montcalm, is a graduate of the Cniversity of Michigan, where he spent five

years, the latter \y.irt
of which lime was devoted to the study of mechcine.

He completed his medical course in the Detroit t'oUege of Medicine, from

which he was graduated in 191 3 and located at Car.son City. He married

b'lorence Tarbox, of lackson, this st.ate. l.iicilc llargra\e. who is at home.
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attended the college at Alma, Michigan, and spent one year at the Ferris

Institute. James M. Hargra\e, who also attended the l''erris Institute for

two years, is now connected with an automobile manufacturing concern at

13etroit.

Doctor Hargrave is a Royal .Vrch .Mason and a Knight Templar, a

member of Palo Lodge No. J03, Free and Accepted Masons, since 1884;

meml^er of Lyons Chapter Xo. 7,/, Royal .\rch Masons, and of Ionia (,'om-

niaiulery Xo. 7, Knights Templar. He also is a noble of Saladin Temple,

Ancient Arabic Order of the Xobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Grand Rapids,

and of Palo Chapter, Order of tlie Eastern Star, of which latter organiza-

tion Mrs. Hargrave also is a member. The Doctor is also a member of the

local lodge of the Knights of the Maccabees and of the Gleaners rmd in the

affairs of all these organizations takes a warm interest.

» DARIUS ilOLDEN.

Darius Holden, a well-known and well-to-do farmer of Ronald town-

ship, this county, an honored veteran of the Civil War and one of the

pioneers of Ionia county, is a native of the state of New York, having been

l)urn in Chautaucpia county, that state, June 24, 1832, son of Eben and

Mary (Woodruff) Holden, the former a native of Connectiait and the lat-

ter of Germany. Eben Holden was a tanner and not long after the birth

of his son, Darius, moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where he lived for some

years, at the end of which time he went to Erie county, Pennsylvania, where

he died in 1863. After Darius Holden had established his residence in

Ionia county, his widowed mother came here to make her home with him,

but about 1870 returned to her old home in Erie county, where she died

a vear or two later.

Darius Holden was but a baby when his parents moved to Cleveland

and there he spent his youth. The lake ever attracted him and one day

when he was eight years of age he ran away from home and got a job as a

dishwasher on a lake vessel. When be returned home at the end oi the

trip he got a "tanning" for his escapade, but that did not deter him from

trying it over again and during his youth he spent much of his time on lake

boats, beconnng a very ])rolicient sailor. He spent twenty summers on the

lakes, usually as a .sailor on three-masted .sailing vessels plying between

Chicago and Buffalo. On April 25, 1861, in response to President Lin-

coln's first call for volunteers to put down the Rebellion, Mr. Holden enlisted
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in C(iu!i>an\ (i, iMrst Reginieiit, 1 V-iinsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and

served under AlcClellan in the Army of the Potomac during the three-

nicinths service. On August 15. 1862, he re-enhsted, in Company C, Six-

teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and served in the army of General Grant until

the close of the war. being mustered out on June 15, 1865. He was in a

uuniher of the bloodiest battles of the war and at the battle of White House

Landing was severely wounded in the leg by a bursting shell, while at Har-

risburg his shoulder was broken. Por a time he served as sergeant in the

ordnance department, but did not seek promotion. During Air. Holden's

service one officer wrote to another regarding him as follow : "I wish to

recommend him to vou as orderly or to attend to any work requiring strict

attention, integrity and perfect sobriety. Darius Holden is perfectly reliable

and one of the most trustworthy men 1 ever knew."

On October
,.;. 1853, Darius Holden was united in marriage to Elzina

E. .Allen, who was liorn at Cherry Hill, Pennsylvania, December 2, 1832,

daughter uf llowarrl and Ruth (Harris) Allen, who had moved from the

Lake George district of New Nnrk to Pennsylvania, Air. Holden came to

Michigan and settled in the woods in Ronald townsbi]), this county, arriv-

ing in Ahiir on Septciiil)er i, 1865. lie bought a tract of one hundred and

twentv acres in section _'4, of that township :uid across the road in North

Pl.-iiris lownslu]). and there estalilished his home, remaining there sixteen

vears, at the end of which time he .sold that place to advantage and bought

one hundred and si.\t\' .acres in sections 35 and 36, in that same township,

where he e\er since has made his home. During the early years of his

resideni'e in this countx' Mr. Holden formed \;dnable acquaintances with

the Indians and for some time was profitably engaged as a fur trader, cover-

ing a territory as far away as Traverse City, west to the lake, thence south

lift\- miles, back to 'I'raxerse and home. Mrs. I'^.lzina K. Holden, first wife

(if Darius Ibildi'n. died at her hoUK' in Ronald township on Xo\'enil)er 20,

1808, leaving one son. Newel, who is lisiug with his fadier on the old home

])lace in Ronald township and looking after the management of the same.

In lebruary, 1870. Dai'ius Holden married, secondly. Mar_\' W'.arreu. who

was born mar ."^ackelt Harbor, New ^ork, daughter of William and Sarah

Warren. ;ni(l who had come to Michigan with her father in 1853, after the

death of her mother in the I'.asl. the f.amily settling in Ronald townsliip,

this countv. Mrs. Marv Holden died on 1 )ecember 2, 1909, leaving one

daughter, Sarah Louise, wife of Henry j. Cook, assistant hall master ;it

the sl.-itc reformatory at Ionia.

\ewel Holden. onlv son of Darius ami I-.l/ina Iv (.\ilen) Holden,
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was born in Ronald township. ihiN cunniy. ( k-toher 13. 1866, and lias lived

in that township all his life. Upon completing the course in the neighbor-
hood school he took a course in Poucher's Business College and later resumed
his place on the farm, having always been an assistant to his father in the

operation of the place. In addition to supervising the operations of his

father's farm he is the owner of a farm of eighty-one acres adjoining the

same and is regarded as one of the most substantial and energetic farmers

in that neighljorhood.

On March 20, 1901, Newell H(^l(k"n was united in marriage to Lois

Adella J'ieasoner, who was born near the village of Saranac, in Boston town-

ship, this county, daughter of b^zra and Adelia (Blass) Reasoner, both

natives of the state of Xew "j'ork and pioneers of Ionia countv. Ezra

Reasoner was born in .Slielli\- tnwnshi]). Orleans county, New ^ork, |anu-

ary 15, 1835, and came to Michigan with his parents, James Reasoner and

wife, the latter of whom was a Jenkins, in 1851, he then being sixteen years
old, the family settling in Kalamazoo county. There, in 1856, he married

.Sarah khodcs and shortlv afterward moved to Missouri, wliere their lirst-

born and only child died at the age of six months and the mother came near

dying as a result of the in.salubrious climate, after which he and his wife

returned to Michigan, where his wife presently died and is buried near

Charleston. On January 31, 1861, b'zra Reasoner married, secondly,
Adelia Blass, who was born at Sharon. New York. May 10, 1835, daughter
of Jacob and Hannah (Hall) I^.lass, who came to Michigan in the earlv

forties and settled at Kalamazoo.

In the spring of 1865 Ezra Rea.soner and his family canic to ibis cnuntv

from Kalamazoo and settled on a farm in the Saranac neighborhood, where

they lived for twenty-four year.-. In January. 1889. the family moved to

Ni>rtli Plains townshijx where Mr. Reasoner died on March 12, i()ii. His

widow survived him not i|uite two years, her death occurring on Jruiuary 4,

1913. They were earnest members of the l''.])iscopal church, in which Mr.

Reasoner for many years was an officer. They were the parents of four

children, i^dwiu. of lunmet county, this state: Sarah .A., wife of Samuel

Little, of North Plains township; Lois .\., wife of Mr. Holden, and Charles,

who is librarian at the state reformatory at Ionia. Mrs. Holden recei\ed

her education in the Saranac high schonl rmd was for several years before

her marriage engaged as a school teacher. .She is a nieuiber of the .Meth-

odist church and both she and Mr. Holden take an active interest in the

various social activities of the neighborhood. Mr. Holden is a member of

the Knights of the Maccabees and takes a warm interest in the affairs of

that organization.
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LEVI -MARSHALL.

Levi Marshall, head of the Marshall-Wright Lumber Company, of Ionia,

this county, and one of the best-known and most successful lumbermen in this

part of the state, is a native of Canada, having been born on a farm in \ ic-

toria county, Ontario, December i8, 1864, son of James and Sarah (Cooper)

Marshall, the former a native of Ireland and the latter of Canada, both now

deceased.

James Marshall was the eldest of the three sons born to his parents,

residents of County Fermanagh, Ireland. When little more than a boy he

emigrated to Canada and in Cavan county, Ontario, began farming. He
married Sarah Cooper, who was born in that neighborhood, daughter of

Simon Cooper and wife, natives of Ireland, who had emigrated to Canada

and who were the i)arents of seven children, Fanny, Joseph, Sarah, Anna,

Robert, Eliza and (ane. Following his marriage James Marshall established

his home on a farm in Fenelon township. \ ictoria county, Ontario, where

he reared his family and where he and his wife spent the remainder of their

lives, his death occurring in 1880, he then being sixt\'-four years of age.

His widow survived for many years, her death occurring in 19 14, she then

being eighty-five years of age. James Marshall was a man of considerable

substance and was an influential figure in his comnumity, having held \arious

township offices and for years a member of the school board. He and his

wife were active church workers, earnest memliers of the Methodist church

and their children were reared in that faith. There were twelve of these

children, nanieh' : W illiam, tleceased ; Ann, wife of W illiani Ikuwn, of \'ic-

toria county, Ontario: Robert, of Lindsay, Canada: Isabel, wife of Charles

Darley, of Toronto: James Albert, of Isabella county, this state; Sarah Jane,

wife of Robert Nugent, of Lindsay, Canada; John M., of Ionia, this county;

Levi, the suliject of this sketch; La\'ina. wife of Alfred llarriball, of Toronto:

George, of Cadillac, this state; Edward, of Ionia, and Herbert, of I-'lint.

Michigan.

Levi Marshall was reared on the paternal farm in ilu' pro\ince of ( )nt;irio,

Canada, near the town of l'"enelon b'alls, recei\'ing his education in the neigh-

borhood schools, and wiien eigiiteen years of age came to Michigan, locating

in this section of the state, and was engaged in working in the lumber woods

four miles east of McBrides for one and one-half years, at the end of which

time, in 1885, he located in Ionia, which has l)een liis ])lace of residence ever

since. Upon locating in iimia he cuntinued his cmniection with the lumber
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iiKluvtry and in iNi;o formed a parlnersliip with S. B. Gorham in the general
lumber business and has ever since then been regarded as one of the leaders in

the lumber trade hereabout. Since March, 19 14, he has been engaged as head

of the Alarshall-Wright Lumber Company, of Ionia, an incorporated com-

pany, of which he is the president. Mr. INIarshall ever has taken a proper

part in the general puljiic affairs of this community and for several terms

served the people of the city of Ionia as an alderman.

On August 18, 1898, Levi Marshall was united in marriage to Addie

Heald, who was born in this county, daughter of James Heald and wife, the

latter was Sarah Jane Rowley, both natives of New York state and for years
well-known residents of Ionia county, both now dead. Of the children born

to James Heald and wife but two are now li\ing, Mrs. Marshall and Claud

Heald. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall are niemliers of the Methodist Episcopal

church, of which Mr. Marshall is a member of the official board and treasurer

of the church, and both take an earnest interest in the general advancement

of all good causes herealjout, being held in high esteem by their many friends.

Mrs. Marshall is a member of the local chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution, in the affairs of which she takes a warm interest, and Mr.

Marshall is an active member of Ionia Lodge No. 36, Free and Accepted
Masons and of the Elks.

JAMES CHUBB.

James Chubb, a well-known and well-to-do farmer of Lyons township,

this county, is a native son of Ionia county and has lived here all his life,

having thus been a witness to the development of this region from pioneer

days. He was born on the east plains in Lyons township. May 7, 1841, son

of Franklin and Maria ( Welch ) Chubb, both natives of New \'ork state,

who were married in that state and came here in territorial times, before

1835. settling on a tract of government land north of the jiresent site of the

village of I'cwamo. at that time there bciuL;' only two or three families in

that neighl)(jrhood. There their lirst daughter, Antoinette, was born, in

1835, the lirst white girl born in Lyons township and perliaps the first in

the county. The house which bVanklin < hubb l)uih on his first farm, near

Pewamo, is still standing. In 18J3 he left that place, having sold it to

advantage, mid moved o\er into the Maple River valley, east of Lyons,

where he established another home in the wilderness and there he spent the

(loa)
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rest of his life, his death oecurring- in 1859, he tiieii l>eing hfty-two years

of age. His widow survived him for nearly twenty years, her death

occurring in the late se\enties. They were the parents of six children,

three suns, James, Henry and Hector and three daughters, Antoinette.

Henriette and Lorette. Hector Chubh enlisted for service in the Union

army during the Civil War and went to the front as a member of the

Twenty-first Regiment, Afichigan \'olunteer Infantry, dying at Louisville.

Kentucky, from illness contracted in service.

James Chubb was about four years old when his parents moved from

the homestead farm on which he was born over into the xalley of Maple
ri\er and he grew to manhood there, east of Lyon> \illage. obtaining his

schooling in the \illage schools and proving a valuable aid to his father in

the task of developing the home farm. After his marriage in 1868 he

nio\-ed onto an eighty-acre tract of school land, which he received fr(jni his

mother, one-fourth of which had been [laid for. and there he established his

home. He gradually paid off the obligation on that place and presently

bought a tract of one hundred and twenty acres adjoining and still later

added to his holdings until now he is the owner of a hue farm of two hun-

derd and iift\- acres, well improxed and profitably cultivated, and has long

been regarded as one of the most substantial farmers in that neighborhood.

On December 23, 1868, James Chubb was united in marriage to

Agnes Trefrv. who was born at Arcadia, ^'armouth. Xova Scotia. Decem-

ber 6. 1847. d.augliter 'if Grdjriel IT. and Mary ( T.rown ) Trefry, both natives

of Ntna Scotia, who later Ijecanie pioneers of Ionia county and the former

of whom is still living at Lyons, actively engaged in business in the ninety-

first vear of his age. Cabriel 11, Trefrv was liurn in the cuunty of \'ar-

mouth. Nova Scotia, NLay 1.^, i82_|. son of P>eniamin .and Deborah (Hat-

field) Trefr\-. both natives of tliat same county. He grew to manhood

there, becoming a shoemaker, which tra<Ie he followed for some time after

Cuming to this st.ate in 1853. Cpun coining to .Michigan he located in Ing-

ham comity near I'^aton i'J.'ipids. where he worked in a shoe shoj) and also

bought eighty acres of land. There he lixed until 1868. in which year he

came with his familv to loni.'i count}' and loc.aled at l.\oiis, where he erected

a good store building ;uid eng.aged in the genei-al merch;ui(lise business and

has ever since l)een thus engaged. Ihe store building erected by l\Ir. Tre-

frv ui)On locating at Lyons is now occupied by the public library. Mr. Tre-

fry has occupied several dilferent store rooms during the knig course of his

business career at l,\-ous. but has rem.iined continnousK' in business and
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though now nearly nint*t\-l\vo \ears of age is still activelv engaged in mer-

chandising, declining to "retire," declaring that he is not yet ready to "rust

out." He has done plenty of hard work, hut has always taken excellent care

of llinl•^elf and despite his great age is still active and vigorous. Gabriel H.

'I'rcfry was married at the age of twenty-two to Mary Brown, daughter of

C^harles and Abigail (Churchill) Brown, and to this union eight children

were born, four sons and four daughters, of whom seven are still living,

those besides Mrs. Chubb being Dexter Trefry, Mrs. Delwrah Hanchett,

Charles Trefry, Mrs. I'.lhn \ance, Benjamin Trefrv and Mrs. Abigail
Webber. The mother of these children died twentv-bxc years ago.

To Mr. and Mrs. Chubb one daughter was born, Cora, who married

Edward Pfeififer, of Portland, this county, and died at the age of thirty-

eight years. lea\-ing one child, a son. Royal Ned, bom in IQ03.

I.OREN PHILIP BROCK.

Loren Philip Brock, well known shoe merchant, and former newspaper
editor and county official of Ionia, this county, is a native of the Empire
state, having been lx)rn at Union Springs, Cayuga county, New York.

January 20, 1854, son of Benjamin H. and Christina (OHver) Brock, who
came to Michigan in itSCu and hjcated on a farm north of .Ann .Arbor, later

moving to Muir, in this county, thence to Ionia, where lK)th sj^ent the

remainder of their li\es, Benjamin PI. Brock dying in March, 1891, at the

age of eighty-four and his widow on July 5 of the same year, at the age
of eighty-two. both passing away at the hduie of their son, L. P. Brock, on

I'nidU street.

IJenjamin H. Brock was a grocer at Muir and was well known in the

eastern part of the county. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity

and be and his wife were members of the .Methodist church. Henry, their

eldest son, was head bookkeejter for A. T. Stewart (the old-time merchant

ot New York city) when Lincoln made his first call for volunteers, and

immediately gave u]> his position and marched to the front with the

Thirteenth Regiment. New York State Militia. He died at Newbern, North

Carolina, and General Burnside issued a special permit for his IkhIv to be

brought back to Union Springs, New York, for burial. David and George
were drownerl in a terrible storm on Cayuga Lake in 11^55, rluring their
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Christmas lioliday vacation from I'oughkeepsie Academy. Of their daugh-
ters, Laura died as a child. Mary died in 1880, in Ionia. Christina, who
married Richard \ osper, of Saranac, died in ujii. John and Charles, of

Grand Rapids, and L. 1'., of Ionia, are the children now living. Benjamin
H. Brock was own cousin to Reuben E. Fenton, ex-governor and ex-senator

of New York. His brothers were Gardiner and Fenton Brock—the last

named being the father of the vv'ife of ex-governor Horace Boies, of Iowa.

The grandfather of B. H. Brock, with several sons, fought with Wolfe at

Quebec, and for service was granted large tracts of land in Canada. Mrs.

Brock was next to the youngest of eleven children born to Icliaboil and

Christiana (Cool or Kuhl ) Oliver, the former born on June 15. 1756, the

latter on March 17, 1770, who were married April 17, 1791.

Loren Philip Brock was ten years old when he came to Michigan with

his parents and he completed his schooling at the University of Michigan at

Ann Arbor. When the family moved to this county, locating at Muir, he

was engaged as a clerk in his father's store until 1878, in which year he

moved to Ionia, the county seat, and started the Ionia Xaticnial. a news-

pa]ier which he publi.shed for several years in the interests of the Greenback

party. While thus engaged, in 1884, he was elected register of deeds for

Ionia county on a fusion ticket and was the first official to enter upon his

du-ties in the new court house. He had married in 1883 and his wife was

appointed deputy register and in that capacity she received for register the

first document that was ofticially entered in the new court house and she

marked it accordingly, that it might always show on the records when seen.

It was while thus engaged that Mrs. Brock became interested in the

historical aspects of Ionia county, which has resulted in the preservation of

much data relating to pioneer days wliich otherwise would inevitably have

been lost. Ui>on the completion of his term of ofiice, having- sold his news-

])a])er, Mr. Brock became for several years a shoe merchant of Ionia, after-

ward entering the employ of a Boston wholesale shoe house as a traveling

salesman, and was thus engaged until the present year, when he again

became a shoe merchant in Ionia. He has a fine home at 30Q North Union

street. Ionia, which he built in 1885, and he and his wife are living there in

(|uiet Cfiuifort.

On .'\])ril 17, 1883. l.oren 1'. r.rock was united in marriage to Bertha

E. Milligan, who was born at Ionia on August t8. t86o, daughter of \\'\\]-

iam and Minerva (Murray) Milligan, the former a native of New York

state, the latter a native of Oaklanrl rount\'. Michigan, and who were the
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parents of four children, of whom Mrs. Brock was the eldest, she having a

sister Edith 1^. (now Airs. G. L. Tunison, of Los Angeles, California) and

two brothers who died as children

William Millij^an was a contractor who came to Ionia county under

contract to get out the ties for the Detroit & Milwaukee railroad in 1857-58.

He thus met Miss Minerva Murray whom he married in 1857. When the

Civil War broke out he enlisted for service in behalf of the Union cause

in Comi;an\- E. Michigan luigineer and Mechanics Corps, and was at the

front for almost three years, being discharged by order at Washington,

D. C, June 6, 1865. He died in Ionia at his home in 1910 in his eighty-

second vear. Mr. Milligan was one of the six children of his parents,

William P.. and Elizabeth (Stout) Milligan, the latter of whom died at

her son's home in Ionia when past eighty years of age. His widow, who

still survives him is the daughter of Eleazer and Julia (Doty) Murray, who

came to Berlin. Ionia county from Oakland county in 1844, bringing with

them their si.\ children. Edward, Emily, Minerva, Julia, Susan and Vira.

Mrs. Murrav's father and mother had come to Berlin several years before

from Oakland county. Their names were Elisha and Rachael (Allen)

Dotv, and Air. Doty erected the first framed house in Berlin before 1837.

Thev were residents of Troy. New York, in the earl\- i)art of the century,

as their daughter, Julia, was born in that city in 180Q and they moved to

Oakland county, Michigan, in f825, later coming to Ionia county. The

father of Rachael (Allen) Doty was James Allen, a soldier in the Revolu-

tiouarv War who was taken prisoner by the British in the last battle of that

war and w-as not released for seven years.

Mr. and Mrs. William Milligan were very early members of the Church

of Christ, and at their home, w^hich is still standing, was entertained

Tames .\. Garfield, afterward President of the United States, he being here

to assist Rev. Isaac Errett in evangelistic service. Mrs. L. P. Brock was

born in this home. Mrs. Brock graduated from the Ionia high school in

1879. has been and is again president of its .Mumni A.ssociation ; has been

president of the Woman's Literary Club, and was also soprano in the choir

of the Preslnterian church for nearh^ twenty-five years, most of the time

being also leader.

To Loren Phili]) and Ikrtlia E. (Milligan) Brock two children have

been born: Stuart Murray Brock, born on March 25, iSgi, is now travel-

ing salesman for a wholesale shoe house, and Gertrude Edith, born on May
2, .1894, is a student at the L'niversity of Michigan at -Ann Arbor.
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JOHN A. DeGAR.MO.

John A. DeGarmo, one of the best-known and most substantial farmers

of Ionia county, proprietor of a fine farm of two hundred and eighty acres

in the northwest part of Lyons township, is a natix'e son of .Michigan. Iwrn

on a farm at tlie edge of the town of Highhuid, in Oakland county, tliis

state, November 12, 1868, son of Archibald Denniston and lunily Cornelia

(Olmsted) DeGarmo, both natives of Michigan, the former having been

born at Ypsilanti, in Washtena county, and the latter in North Plains town-

ship, this county, both of wIkjiu are still li\'iug on the iKinic farm at the

edge of Highland, above mentioned, where Mr. DeGarmo makes a sj)ecialty

of the breeding of registered Shorthorn cattle.

Archibald D. DeGarmo was born on July 12, 1845, s*^^" ''"^^ '^'"'}'
cdiild

of Henry E. and Martha Virginia (Denniston) I3eGarmo, the former of

whom was born near the town of Poughkeepsie, New York, August 2(),

i8og, son of John D. and Sarah (Culver) DeGarmo, and the latter in

Orange county, same state, January 2C), 1812, daughter of Archibald Den-

niston and wife, the latter of whom was a Craft, and both of win mi were

born at Monticello, New York. Henry E. DeGarmo came to Ionia c(junty

from Ypsilanti in May, 1858, and settled at Lyons, where he engaged in the

mercantile business, under the firm name of DeGarmo, \\'ebber & Conipanw
in the old town hall building, still standing on the south side of Main street,

his partner having been the late George W. Webber and the "company,"

Dorin M.. Fox.. In May, 1861, hemov-ed to Oakland county and settled on

a farm on the outskirts of Highland, where both he and his wife spent the

remainder of their lives, his death occurring on March i, 1873, and hers on

August 24, 1893. Henry DeGarmo for many years was prominently iden-

tified with the cattle industry in this state. He brought high-grade Short-

horns into Michigan in 1840 and registered Shurthiirns into the state in

1851, 1856 and 1859 and did much toward promoting the breeding of pure-

bred stock, establishing a fine business in that line which his son, .\. 1).

DeCiarmo, has maintained and develo])ed. The Litter bniught registered

-Shorthorns to Michigan in i8()i, 1897 'i"*' "X" ''I'ld has been cl(}sely iden-

tified with the breeding of this stock all the active years of his life. A. I).

DeGarmo has lived at his present domicile since .\pril, 1867, and has done

well in (lie cattle business. He is a Republican, with inclinations towjird

Socialism. The only public office to which be e\er was elected was that ot

township clerk, on the Republican ticket, in 1S72. Tiring ot the ottice. be
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turned the same over to a Democratic iieighlior, which act served elfectually

to "cut utf his puHtical head." h'or several years, l)eginninj^- in 1873, he was

secretary of the local Grange and took a prominent part in the affairs of

that organization. His paternal grandparents were memhers of the Hicksite

branch of the Quaker church rmd his maternal grandparents were memhers
of the Episcopal church, liut his parents were materialists and he and his

wife are of tliat latter persuasion.

It was on October 4, 1865, at North Plains, this county, that Archi-

bald 1). DeGarmo was united in marriage to Emily Cornelia Olmsted, who
was l)orn in that place. .March 6, 1843, datighter of Jav and Austrns (Case)

Olmsted, prominent residents of that section of Ionia county, the former of

whom, born on May 21, 1807, died on April 21, 1864, and the latter, Ixjrn

on l-'ebruary 13, 181 3, died in September, 1876. Jay Olm.sted and wife were

the parents of four children, of whom Mrs. DeGarmo was the second \n

order of birth, the others being Jay, Jr., Mary Adelaide and Louis Ney.
T. A. D. DeGarmo and wife eight children have l)een born, as follow:

Henry Jay, born on Octol)er 8. 1866, who married Effie Lockwood and has

a son, Raymond, and a daughter, Cornelia, the former of whom married

Mila Munger and has a son, John ,\.. the subject of this .sketch;

.\nna Mary, born on January 8. 1871, unmarried: Sarah, December 11,

1873, who married (ieorge H. McGilIi\Tay and has a son and a daughter;

Dale. September 22. 1877, who married H. P. Eddy and has a son, Gerald;

Elias Samuel, October 30, 18S0, who married Helen \Vea\'er and has two

children, June and Nelson J.; Clara, April 29, 1883, who married D. H.

Crawford and has a daughter, Wilma, and Irene, May 21, 1883, who mar-

ried Henry Pleptner.

John .\. DeGarmo was reared on the ]:)aternal farm in the near vicinity

of Highland, this state, recei\ing his education in the schools of that place,

and remained at home until after his m;irriage in the spring of 1892, when

he and his wife came to Ionia county and established their home on the fine

farm of two hundred and eighty acres in the northwest ])art of E\ons town-

ship, where they have lived ever since and where they are verv pleasantly

and comfortably situ.ated. In the sjjring of i()i i Mr. DeGarmo was elected

super\isor of Lyons towiishii), but his ])ri\ate business affairs at that time

recpiired his undivided attention and he gave up the ofifice. His farm is

well improved and profitably cultivated and he has long lieen looked upon as

one of the most progressive farmers of that section of the county.

On March 9, 1892, John .\. DeGarmo was united in marriage to Ella

J. Taylor, who was born at Highland, Michigan, daughter of James and
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Eliza (Beaumont) Taylor, jjoth nati\-es of Oakland county, the former born

at Milford and the latter at Highland, daughter of Francis and Marie Beau-

mont, the former born in Lincolnshire, England, and the latter in the state

of New York. James Taylor is an honored veteran of the Civil War. having
served for three years as a member of Company E. Tliird Michigan Cavalry.

during which service he received a severe wound in one of his legs, which

made liim a permanent cripi)le. Upon the conclusion of his military service

he returned to his home count\- and has followed farming there e\er since.

Mr. DeGarmo is a Mason and both he and his wife are members of the

Order of the Ea.stern Star and of the Order of Gleaners. Mr. DeGarmo is

also a inember of the Modern Woodmen of America and in the affairs of

all these organizations takes a warm interest.

FR.\NK TAET.

I'^rank Taft. one of the best-known farmers and stock-men of bjnia

county, proprietor of a fine farm of three hundred and seventy-four acres

in the southern part of Tonia township, was born on the farm on which he

still resiiles, January j, 1856. son of John W. and I'.liza (Clark) Taft. earlv

residents of that ]>art of the county and prominent ;ni(l influential pioneers.

John W. Taft was born near the city of Rochester, Xew York, April 5,

iSiJ. and was left an orjihan when a child. He was reared by an uncle

until he was fifteen \-ears of age. after which he started out to m.ake his own

way. lie became a driver on the tow-])atb of the F.rie canal ;uid after

awhile drifted into Canada, w iiere he married F.liza Clark, who was born

in Monroe county. New York, a granddaughter of Cephas C l;n-k, a hero of

the War of 1812. .\bout two years after his marri;igc. John W. Clark came

into Michigan alone, on a pros]iecting tour. That w;is in 1836, Michigan
then still being under a territorial form of goxei'uinent. and the cnuntr\-

hereabout was iiracticdh- unsettled, there iieing but one store iti Ionia at

th;it time. .Mr. Talt liougbt an eight\-acre tract, the nucleus of the farm

now occii])ied by his son, the subject of this sketch, paying for the same bv

splitting rails. He ]>resently returned to (\'m;ida for his wife and babies and

with his family then drow llirougb to his new home in this countx. the

journex' back by w;igon re(|uiring six weeks of wearisome travel, lie estab-

lished his home on his "ciglity," and while developing the same continued

to work for others, his wife also helping by doing sewing for the jiioneer
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neig-hliors. For some time John W. Tatt did his own farm work in the

earl_\- murninys anil kite in the evenings, devotint:; his labors of the day to

wage-earning occupations for neighbors, but he presenth- began to see his

w;i}' clear and it was not long until he was on the highway to fortune and

when the unaccountable tragedy which withdrew him from the scenes of

worldly activitx' occmred he was the owner (if a Inie farm of about four

huntlred acres and was a man oi means and inlluence in the communitv.

It was on Xo\eml)er 31, 1865, that John \V. Taft mysteriously and

utterly disapjieareil. He had an important engagement to meet at Rochester.

Xew York, and on the morning of the day above mentionefl rode to Ionia

on horseback, expecting to board the train there, lie put his horse u]) at a

feed barn and was never seen or heard of- again in this community. Though
the mystery of his strange disappearance never has been cleared, it became

the lielief in the community that Mr. Taft was murdered for the consider-

able simi of monev he was known to be taking F.ast with him, and that his

body was so effectually concealed Ijy his murderers as to escape the notice

of searching ])arties. which left no stone uncovered in the general efforts

tJiat were made to imraxel the strange mystery. Mr. Taft's widow kept

the family together and continued her residence on the farm until her

death on .\])ril 5, 1880. To John W. and Eliza (Clark) Taft eight chil-

dren were born, as follow: Mary .Ann. deceased; Clark, who died when

h\e years old; Ceorge 1... of li>nia; J. Riley, of Orange townshi]>, this

countv ; Sophia C ., of Ionia, widow of J.ames K. Whiting; Arnu'nda and

I'hilanda, twins, the former of whom, widow of Doctor Gates, lives at

i'lastport. this state, and the latter of win mi. now deceasi'd. was the wife

of Henry H. Crowell. of Muir. this conntw and b'rank. the subject of this

sketch.

I'rank Taft was about ten years old when bereft of his father so unac-

countabh'. He grew u]) on the home farm and from boyhood was an able

assistant to his widowed mother. V])(n\ linishing his schooling in the Ionia

high scho(jl he was given practical charge of the farm and has followed

farming tiiere ever since. For some years he gave attention to the raising

of line stock and his pure-bred Shro])shire sheep. Shorthorn cattle and

Fercheron horses ever found a ready market, but of late years he has given

more attention to the buying and feeding of cattle for the market and has

I)een quite successful; though he still keeps thoroughljred sires and raises

some fine stock. ^Ir. Taft has a fine home, with broad stone i>orches.

standing amid line grounds, the house being steam heated and ef|uipped with

a nifjdern lighting planl. his barns and other farm bnibh'ngs being in keep-
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iiii:; with the same. From the days of his }'mith Mr. Taft has sixen his

earnest attention to local educational matters and has rendered excellent

]jublic service as a meniher of the school hoard. Me is a Republican and

has served the public in various minor official capacities, including that of

su])er\'isor, in which ofHce he ser\ed for seven vears. i88c>-r)6: while he has

been called i>n frciiuenth to ser\-e as a deletjate to connt\' and district con-

ventions.

On December 25, 18S0, h'rank Taft was united in niarria,L;e to Aiarv

J. Adgate, who was liorn in b^nia township, this conntv, September 9,

1861, daughter of William and Sarah ( Tuttle ) Adgate, a record of which

famih' is set out elsewhere in this volume, and to this union six children have

l)een born, n.amely: I.uetta, who married (rcorge C'rowell, an Ionia tnwn-

slii]) farmer, and has two children. Kay and C lyde; Jessie K.. who married

L'lxde Stout, an (Grange township fanner, and has two sons, bVank and

Sterrey; Myrtle .M., who died when twenty years old, February 18, IQ08,

one week after her graduation from the Ionia high school: Leol\-n at home;

Reva June, who married Harry ("allow, of Ionia, and has one child, a

daughter, June Maxine, and Marian, who is now a student at Ferris Insti-

tute, Big Rapids, where she is specializing in kindergarten work. Mr. ;md

Mrs. Taft also reared, from the time they were six years old until thev

were eighteen, the twin brothers. Arthur and Mark Rice, horn on January
28. 1803. who are now living at Detroit, where both are connected with the

Burroughs Adding Machine Company. Mr. and Mrs. Taft are members of

the Methodist church and their children were reared in that faith, the fam-

ily ever having been mindful of its communitv duty in the matter of local

good works.

THOMAS S. BARBER.

Thomas S. Barber. ;i ])rosperous retired farmer of this county, who for

years has been actively and profitably engaged in tlie general produce busi-

ness at Saranac, a memlier of the Saranac Produce Company, and other-

wise actively interested in the business affairs of that thriving little city, is

a native of Ionia count\-, having been born on a farm in Boston township,

four miles .south of Saranac, September 2, 1856, son and only child of

George and |ane ( Olmstead ) Pjarber, well-known residents of that com-

niunilv, the former of wbnm was a native of FenusyKania and the Latter

of Canada.
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\Mien a l)oy George Barl>er came to this state with his parents from

I 't'nns\ 1\ ania. the family setthng in Monroe county, later coming to Ionia

county and settling in Boston township among the very first families of that

part of the countw There George Barber grew to manhood, earlv taking
an active part in pioneer attairs. He became a lumberman and his mills

prospered, that industry, in connection with his farming, bringing him con-

siderable fortune, so that he early became recognized as one of Ionia county's

most substanlial citizens. He had also learned the l>!acksmitli trade and

upon retiring from the farm and moving to Saranac was for some time

engaged in the blacksmith business there. His wife, who before her mar-

riage was Jane Olmstead, had come to Michigan with her parents from

Canada when she was si.\ years old. The family settled in Ionia county
and here she grew to womanhood, early becoming a teacher in the public

schools and was thus engaged at the time of her marriage to George Barl)er.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Barber established their home on a

farm in Bosttjn township and remained there until they retired from the

farm and moved to Saranac in 1871.

Thomas S. Barl^er was about fifteen ye.irs old when his parents moved
from the farm to -Saranac and his schooling was continued in the schools of

that village. He presently became engaged as a clerk in a general store at

Saranac and was thus employed for ten years, at the end of which time he

engaged with his father and another partner in the milling business, under

the firm name of Barber & Son & .McFeree. and for fi\e years was thus

engaged until the business was sold. Mr. Barber then took charge of his

farm of three hundred acres, and later became office man for l'"itzgiI)bons

& King, staves and heading, and for two or three years was ])urchasing

agent for that firm until the depletion of the supjjly of material here.'ibout.

During his farming operations, Mr. B;irber gave considerable attention to

the general produce business and in igo8 was one of the organizers of the

Saranac Produce Company, with which he has been actively identified ever

since, during which time he has come to be known as one of the most pro-

gressive produce men in this section of the state. Mr. Barlx^r is ,1 Demo-

crat and gives thoughtful attention to local political aft'airs, but has never

been an aspirant for public office.

Mr. P.arlier's first wife, who before her marriage was Hattie Goodricli.

died on July 12. iC)o6, without issue, and on December 29, igo6, he married,

secondly, Blanche E. M. l)onner, one of the best-known school teachers

in this part of the state and who is now one of the directors of the Saranac

board of education and secretar\- of that body, the first woman e\er elected
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to that jHisition in that city. Mrs. Barber is now serving her second term

as secretary of the board and has done much to advance the general inter-

ests of tlie schools since her connection therewith. She was born in Grand

Rapids, this state, .August 18, 1880, and was reared at Newaygo, being

gra(.luatc(l from the high school at that place. She then took a course at the

Michigan State Normal and at Ferris Institute, in i^reparation for a career

as a teacher, specializing in English and history, and later taught in the

high schools at Newaygo, Grand Rapids and Holland. Mr. Barber is a

nieml)L'r of the Saranac lodge of the Masonic fraternity and both he and

Mrs. Barljer are members of the local lodge of the Order of the Eastern

Star, in the affairs of which thev take a warm interest.

ROBERT N. TASKER.

Rnbcrt N. Tasker, a well-known farmer of Ronald township, this

ciiuiity. i)r()prietur of a hue farm situated at the north edge of the pleasant

vilkige of T'alo, is a nati\e son of this county and has lived here all his life.

He was born in the Imuse in which he still lixes and which is the first frame

huusc built in that townshi]), October 4, 1844, son of George D. and Cath-

erijie ( V'anVleck ) Tasker, fur many \-ears prominent residents of that com-

munity.

George D. Tasker was a native of Scotland, born near the city of Edin-

burgh, who, when about eighteen years old, left home and worked his way
across the Atlantic on a sailing vessel. He located in Canada and there

learned the trade of carpenter and millwright. He presently cruue across

tlu- ttiiidii' into Michigan and down into Ionia county, locating in what then

was known as the \'an\'leck settlement in Ronald township, now the Palo

neighborhood, where not long afterw;u-<l be was married to Catherine \'an-

\'lcck, daughter of .M;i1tlie\\ \ anX'lecK', head nf the \'an\'leck f,-uuil\-, whii'li

was the third family tu settle in Ronald township .ind which liecame one

ol llu' most substantial ;in(! iutlueutial families in that part of the couutw

turtber mmlinn n\ which l'amil\- is made elsewhere in this \-ohinie. The

marri;ige of (ieorge 1). Tasker anil Catherine \'an\'leck was ihe first wedding
in Ronald township and was made the occasion of much merrx'iuaking on

llie part of the few scattered settlers thereabout. It was a true pioneer

wedding .and tin' dining table was graced bv ,a huge wild turkev, shot for

thi' occasion 1>\ tiie bride's brother. I'eter \'au\ leek.
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George D. Tasker was a skilled carpenter and lie soon t'ouiul plenty
of work as the settlement began to lill up. The house he Iniill for hini-

.selt' and bride was the first frame house built in Ronald to\vnshi]i. and the

substantial character of that structure is attested by the fact that it still is

doing excellent service a>^ a residence for the builder's son, the subject of

this sketch, who has ni;ule his home there all his life. George D. Tasker

and hi'- wife were charter members of the Baptist church at Palo and he

was the master carpenter who su])eriuteniled the work of construction of

the churdi. His wffe's lirother, the l\e\ . [nhn \ an \leck, was the first

])astnr of that early congregation.

Robert N. Tasker grew to manhood on the home farm at the edge
of Palo and has been a life-long farmer. For eighteen years he also

operated a threshing outfit and is one of the l)est-known men in the north-

ern part of the county. He well remembers pioneer conditions in his boy-
hood days, recalling the fact th.it at that time there was a small lake just

south of I'alo. which was a favorite hshing place for the Indians. That

lake long since has been drained and is now^ excellent farm laud. .Mr. Tas-

ker also recalls the vast flocks of wild pigeons that used to lly over that

l)art of the country in such numbers that the sky would be darkened during
their flight. Big game was still (|uite plentiful hereabout then and Mr.

Tasker recalls that he shot a bear on Prairie creek, northeast of Palo as

late as the latter sixties.

On July 4, 1869, Rol)ert N. Tasker was united in marriage to Hen-

riette Howr)rth, the ceremony being |)erformed b\- the Rev. D. B. Munger.
She died early in 1891, and in November, 1892, Mr. Tasker married, sec-

ondly. Mary Munger, who was born near Rochester. New York, daughter
of the Rev. Daniel t'oardman and Sarah ( .\nnin ) Munger, the father of

the brifle also performing this second ceremony.
The Rev. D. B. Munger was a native of New York, born in South

Byron, that state, March 30, iS;.n. son of T)aniel and Fannie CBodurtha)

Munger. the former of whom, .n suldier n\ the ^^'ar of 1812, ser^'ing in a

Boston regiment, was born in .Souiii Pirimfield fnow Holland). Massachu-

setts, .August ;-!0. 1705. son of Deacon .Samuel Munger, who was horn in

that same place on .\|)ril 15. ij4^. and died in Byron, New York, in 1835,

Deacon Samuel Munger, a --oldicr in the p.-itriot armv during the Re\olu-

tirmary War, was the son of Idnathan and Deborah fThompson) Mun-

ger, of Connecticut. Rlnathan Munger and two others of his sons also

were soldiers of the Revolution anrl participated in the battle of Bunker

Hill. On November 12, 1853, at Ferov, New York, the Pev. D. B. Mim-
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gt-r was united in marriage to Sarali AI. Annin, who was born at that place

iin January 2, iJ^^;. In Deceniljcr, 1868, Mr. Alimger and his family
came to Michigan and for ii\e years Mr. AJunger served as pastor of the

liaptist cluirch at I'alo. He then served a year at St. Johns, later at (irass

Lake, in jacksnn conntw and then three years in Illinois, after which he

was transferred tn the pulpit at Manchester, in Washtenaw countw this

state, returning m 188(1 t<i I'aln. lie died at the home of iiis son in Green-

ville, in the neighboring e<iunt\- of Montcalm, February 26, 1905, he then

being at the age of se\enty-h\e years and ele\en nionths. He had been

twice marrietl. His first wife, the mother of Mrs. Tasker, died in 1868,

in I'alo, and on May 15, 1870, Mr. Munger married, secondly, Mrs. Amanda
.\. (Sparks) Smith, the ceremony being performed by the Rev. John Van
\ leek, brother of Mr. Tasker's mother.

To Robert X. and Mary (Munger) Tasker one child has been liorn,

a son, George Munger Tasker, liorn on .August 13, i89_^, who is an able

a>-sistant to his father nn the home farm, lie recei\-ed his education in the

I'alii high scluin] .-ind nn Se]>tember 10, 1914, was united in marriage to

I'danche liul'fuui, wlm was born in the state of New York, daughter of the

l\e\'. Ira ;uul Nellie lluffum, the former of whom is ])astor of the Rajitist

eburcii at Palo.

CM \klj:s bkl'lURRICK KIRBY.

("harles brederick Kirby, ;i well-known and progressive farmer and

stin'km;m (if bmia (dwusbip. this county, proprietor of a hue farm of one

hundred and litt\-one acres on rural route No. y, out of Ionia, besides a

\aluable larm ni Xorlli I'lains township, is a nati\'e of luigland, ha\ing
been born .'it r.;uibur\ , .Sc])tcniber jj. i860, son of Charles and .\nn W.

(Hughes) l\irli\-, who came to America in i8(j(j, proceeding directlv to

Michigan and settling at I'alo. this countw where Charles Kirb\- engaged in

the shoe business lor ;i number id' vears, alter which he bought a f;irm two

and one-half miles northwest of I'alo, in the south part of Montcalm

countv, when' he spent the rest of his life. Charles lvirb\' was a musician

of much abilitN' and lor m;ui\- \e;Lr> w;is a teacher of music, gi\dng particu-

lar .attention to tin- \iolin. lie .also was called on as an instructor of brass

bands .and \\;is \\idel\- l<no\\u throughout this part of the st.ate in that con-

nection, lie and his wife were earnest members of the Methodist cliurch

and took an .active p.art in good works, .^ince the death of her husband.



IONIA COUX'IY. MICHIGAN. 159

-Mrs. Kirl)y. unw eighty-li\e years of age, lias made 'her hunie willi lier

other son. Morris Kirhy. at Larson ^"ity, in Montcalm county, this state.

I'harles Kirhy anil wife were the parents of four children, nameh' : Maria,

who died at the age of three _\ears; Morris, of Carson City; Ellen, who
married Orlando Smith and also li\-es at Carson City, and Charles 1'"., tin-

subject of this biographical sketch.

Charles !•". Kirhy was about nine years old when he came to .\merica

with his parents and he grew u]) at l'al(_>. When se\enteen \'cars old he

went to work in !sw;iin's harness shop at Palo, with a view to learning tlie

tratle, but after working at that form of occupation for about three \ears

gave it up and returned to farm work. In 1882 he married Dora Burdick,

who was born on a farm in section 1, ionia township, this countv, the

place now owned by Mr. Kirhy, daughter of Levi and Polly (Stone) I'ur-

dick. early settlers oi that part of the county. For ten vears after his mar-

riage, Mr. Kirhy managed the Burdick farm. Mr. Burdick died on Ian-

nary 15, 188S, and his widow died four vears later, March 5, 1892, after

which Mr. Kirb\- bonght the interests of the other heirs to the home place

and has since been the ])ri)prietor of the same. In addition to his holdings

in section 1. <if bmia townshi]), .\lr. Kirb\ is the owner of a tract in North

l'l;iins tiiwiishii) and has done well as a farmer and stock raiser. He has

greatlv improved and added to the farm buildings on the home place and

he and his family are \ery comfortably situated. For years Mr. Kirby
has given his close attention to local political aftairs and has held v.arious

townshi]) ottices. He and his wife are members of the LTnion cIuutIi in

North Plains townshi]) and for the i)ast fifteen years he has been su])erin-

lendent of the .Sundax- school there. Mr. and Mrs. Kirby have one daugh-

ter. Polly, named f(ir her graudmotluM". Poll\- Kirby married bVank So])cr

;ind has a daughter. Helen.

Mrs. Kirbv's father, l.exi Burdick. was born in the Rochester district

of .\ew \(iv\< state on .\l;irch 22. 1814, son of Robinson and h'-'^lher fb'ox")

Burdick. jiioncers of l,i\ingston or Seneca county. In 18.17 '-^'^'' ''"''"

lick came to Michigrm .and settled in Tonia cnuntx'. He bought ;i l.arm of

one hundred and ninety-se\en acres in sectif)u 1, of [oni;i townshi]). the

fanu on which Mr. and Mrs. Kirby now li\c. and there he s])ent the rest

of his life. There was a log house on the place when he bought it and

in 1852 he erected a comfortatile frame house and in 1880 erected tlic ])re-

sent Kirby residence, a large and substantial brick dwelling, which still

makes a l)eaiuiful home. l"or many years Pevi Burdick serverl the i)eo])le
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of his home to\\n>hip in the capaeity of justice of tiie jjeace and for more

than thirty years was a deacon in the Disciples church. His wife, whtj

was Polly Stone before her marriage, was horn in Livingston county, Xew

York, daughter of Orrin and Betsy (Cowell) Stone. Orrin Stone, who

was born in 1785, was a son oi Russell and Lois (Stone) Stone, the for-

mer of whuni was a son of Keuhen and Ann ( liverts ) Stone. Retiljen

Stone, wIk) li\-e<l and died at (hiilford. Connecticut, was a son of Caleb

and Sarah { Meigs) Stone, ihe latter of whom was a member of the fatuous

Meigs famih'. noted in col(jnial and Revolutionary history. Calel> Stone,

who was born ;it (hiilford, Ctjunecticut, in 1685, was a son of Xathaniel

Stone, who was a man of imjiortance in the colony, a lieutenant in 1702

and a de|)ut\' of the general court. Lieut. Nathaniel Stone was a son of

(nhn Stone, who was born in neref<Trdsliire, England, near Guilford, in

i6to and came to New Lngland in the sniumer of 1639 in company with

William Leete, who afterward became Governor Leete, and his famil}- and

that of Governor Leete were afterward intenuarried. Betsy Stone lived in

New York until her marriage and two of her children were born there.

Levi Burdick died on Linuary 15, 188S, and his widow survived him a little

more than four years, her death occurring on ALirch 5. i8q2. Dora Piur-

dick li\ed on the home farm until her marriage to Mr. Kirby and has lived

there ever since.

WILLLAM J. BROWNE.

One of the farmers of Dauby township, louia county, who is making

a specialtv of thoroughbred live stock in connection with general farming,

is William i. llrowne. who was liovn in .\lilford, ( )akland countx'. Michigan.

December 26, 1853, antl is a son of Dr. Robert and Mary .\nn ( McConnell )

Browne. The father was born in Dublin, Ireland, where he grew to man-

hood and was educated, but studied medicine in Glasgow University. Glas-

gow. Scotland. I'di- some lime he ser\ed as ])h\sician mi the oiwiu liners

between Liver])ool and New N'ork. lie came of an educated and intellectual

family. United .States Sen.alor I'.orah. of Idaho, is a relative. Doctor

Browne finallV located in New ^'ork City, wliere he |>r;icticed his profession

for some time and whert he met ;md married .Mary .\nn McC'onnell, who

was a native of Ireland, from which country .she came to .Vmerica when

twelve years old. Shortlv .after she met Doctor Browne her ])arents moved

to Oakland count v, Michigan, where her father eug.aged in fanning. While
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living' in Xew \'nrk. Mr. AlclOnncU wa.'^ a nicnihcr ot tiie police force.

Doctor ISrownc and wife were married in Milford, Oakland county, and

lived there frt)m 1850 to 1853, when the}' moved to Danhy township, Ionia

county, \^'iIliam 1. being an infant at the time, and the following year the

McConnells muxetl here. Doctor Browne continued to practice medicine,

l)ecoming' one of the leading pioneer pli}-sicians of Ionia county, practicing

here for a perioil of about twentv years, or until his death, in 1872. His

widow snr\'i\'ed until 1880. They were the parents of four children,

namely: Joseph, deceased when a boy: William, J., the subject of this

sketch; Robert S. is engaged in the real-estate business in San Francisco,

California: Clarence AI. is engaged in the theater l)usiness in London, Eng--

iand.

William J. Browne received his education in the jniblic schools. On
October 3, 1871). he married Rose E. \\'allington, a daughter of Cornelius

D. and Mary D. (Reed) Wallington. The father of the subject's wife was

a nativ'e of London. England, from which place he came to the United States

when twelve vears old. locating in \\'ashtenaw county, Michigan, where he

lived six years, then came to Eaton county, this state, and worked on a farm

for some time, later buying a farm of his own there on which he and his

wife spent the rest of their lives, his death occurring in October, ".902, but

she survived until ^August 2(), 1915. They were the jjarents of si.x children,

four of whom grew to maturity, namely: bdla, wife of James C. Belknap,

I'toskey, Michigan; Rose E., wife of William J. Browne; E. C. is an attor-

nev in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan: \'ernie is the wife of William Wilcox, of

Grand I^edgc, Michigan.

.\fter his marriage Mr. Browne settled on a farm just across the road

from the homestead and there he resided for a ])eri()d of eighteen years,

then moved to his present farm of one hundred and eighty-six acres in

Danby townshi]). lie also owns one lumdrcd ,uid six .acres in section 36

and forty acres in section 34. He is carrying on general farming and

raising thoroughbred Jersey cattle, his line herd being headed by the bull

"f,orettas Don," .\'o. 121 ^4.

PoliticalK'. Mr. FJrowne is a l\e])ublic.-in. lie and bis wife were

formerlv identified with the Methodist church, but are now Christian

Scientists. \\ . J. McConnell, an uncle, was formerly governor of the state

of Oregon, ;uid for two terms governor of Idaho.

In 1903 Mr. ;uid Mrs. Browne made an extended trip through the

r.riti-h Isles and the continent. They visited many places of interest in

(.
1 1 a )
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London, Glasgow and Paris. The}- \isitcd tliu oM Urownc homestead and

also Strattord-nn-A\-on, the home nf Shakesjieare, and other notai)le places.

Dr. Kol)ert i\a\ljm-n, noted snrgeon of Washington, D. C. \vh(j at-

tended President Garlield as jjhysician during' his last illness and also pre-

viously, was a first cousin of the suljject of this sketch.

AKTON L. BENEDICT.

Arton L. P)ene(lict, one of hmia county's hest-known ;ind most suh-

stantial farmers. pr(i])rictiir nf a line farm of one huntlred acres in section

7,2, Ionia townshi]!, on rm"al route No. _>, out of Ionia, is a native son of

this county, horn on a farm in Orange township, fanuarv 29, 1874, son of

Ledrue R. anti .\l.ary ( TaNJor) Pencdict, for m;inv \cars well-known and

inllncntial residents of that townshi]), a further histor\- oi whom is set out

in detail in ;i hicjgrajjhicd sketch relating to Ledrue R. Benedict, presented

elsewhere in this \'olumc.

Arton 1 .. Pene(hct w;is reareil on the paternal farm in Orange town-

ship, receising his education in the district school in the neighhorhood of

his home, and remained .it home until his marri.'ige in 1902, when he estab-

lished his home on his present farm of (jne himdred acres in section Ti2.

|oni;i towushii). where he .-md his famil\- .are \'erv comfortably situated. In

adililiou to openiling his own farm. .Mr. Benedict .also manages the adjoin-

ing farm of se\ent\' .acres owned b\ his mother-in-law. Mrs. W'illi.am

Adgate. who m.ikes lur home with him. .\lr. Pt'uedict has done well in his

farming o])eralions .and is regarilcd as one of the ^olid, sulisi.aulial citizens

of th.it ncighlxirhood.

It w;is on \ugusl 21.1. 1002. thai Arton P. P.eueilict was united in mar-

ri.age to .Xcllie Adgate. who w ;is born in |oni;i township, this count}', on a

farm about three miles south (d" Ionia, d.aughlcr of W'illi.am ,aud Sar.ah

( Tnttlc ) .\dgate. and td this union one child h;i^ licen boiu. ;i son, P>arton

L., born on Novembi'r 14. 1004. Air. and .Mrs. lienedict .are members of

the Methodist churcb in ( )r.inge township and t.ake .an earnest interest in

the general beneliccnces id" the same. ;is well as in all local good works.

The ]>lace where Mrs, P>enedii't was born h.as been in the Adg.ate f.am-

ily's jiossession since ]i^\(\ ainl there has ne\er been a de.ath there. Her

f.'ither. W'illi.am ,\dgate. deceased, formerly .and for ye;irs a prosperous

.and inlluenti.al larmer in the soutlu'ni p.arl ot loui.a township, was born in
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Sullixan count}', Xew York, Xoveniher jo, 1829, and died in August, 1901.

His father's father, 'I'honias .\dgate, who was a soldier in the patriot army

during the Kevokitiunary War, Hved to be ninety-seven years old. His

mother's father. Grandfather Porter, served from beginning to end of the

Revolutionary War, and his father, Abel Adgate, was an infantryman dur-

ing the War of 1812. Abel Adgate was born in Connecticut, as was his

wife, who was Polly Porter, though they were married in New Jersey,

l-'or a time the\- lived in Orange county, Xew York, but later movetl to the

neighboring county of Sullivan, where he engaged in luml>ering. About

1829 he moved to Courtland county, same state, where he lived until 1838,

in which year he came to JNlichigan and settled in Oakland county. In the

fall of that year he came over into Ionia county and bought a farm in the

southern part of Ionia township, now occupied by his granddaughter, but

did not take possession of the same imtil the fall of 1841. He died in

October of the following year, 1842, and his widow sur\i\ed until 1871, she

being eighty-four years of age at the time of her death.

William ^\dgate was nine years old when bis ]>arents came to Michi-

gan and at the age of sixteen began to farm on his own account, oijerating

half of the homestead farm. His father had died three years before and

his widowed mother kept house for him until his marriage. He did well

in his farming operations and after awhile erected a tine residence on his

farjii, the same now lieing the home of his son, Lewis Adgate. Both

William .\dgate and his wife were earnest members of the Methodist church

and for years he was a class leader and chairman of the board of trustees.

He was an ardent Priiliil)itii)nist and did much to ;ul\-ance the cause of tem-

perance hereabout.

It was on Januar\- 7, 1854, that William .\dgate was united in mar-

riage to Sarah Tuttle. who was born in Portage county, Ohio, May i, 1838,

daughter of Xelson and Sophia ( Pangborn ) Tullle. the former of wIkjui

was born at Deerfield, Massachusetts, in 1800, and the latter in the Mohawk

valley, in Xew 'S'ork, in 1805. In the spring of 1846 Nelson Tuttle and

family came to Michigan from Ohio and settled on a homestead farm in

section ^2. Ionia townsbij). this count}- Nelson Tuttle was a mo.st earnest

Methodist and built the lirst church in Ionia township outside Ionia and

for many years served as class leader there. His wife died in 1865 and

he later married Eunice K. Talcott, which second union was without issue.

He lived nianv years, hi- de;ith occurring on .\ugust 18. i8()n. he then

being ninety years of age. He and his first wife were the parents of twelve

children and two of his sons served as soldiers of the Union during the
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Civil War. one ot tlieni, Emory Tuttle, being killed in the battle of Gettys-

burg.

To William and .Saraii ( Tuttle ) Adgate seven children were bom,

namely: Mrs. b'red Scheurer, who lives in Orange township, this county;

branklin, who married Lizzie Fleming, and lives in that same township;

Mary Jane, who married Frank Taft and lives in the south part of Ionia

township; Flora, who married Winthrop Hall and died on August 19,

1914; John VV., who married Nellie Welsin and lives in Orange township;

Lewis, who married Ella Ilazzard and lives on the old homestead in Ionia

township, and Nellie, who married the subject of this biographical sketch.

JAMES KENNEDY.

In making up the memorial annals of Ionia county no name should be

given higher honor than that of the late James Kennedy, one of the most

influential pioneer residents of this county, a man who for years marked the

impress of his strong and upright character upon the life of this community
and who did very much toward bringing about proper conditions of social and

ecfjnomic life in the formative period of this section of the state. He was

a man of untiring energy and was possessed of great business acumen. His

widow, who survived him for about fourteen years, also was a conspicuous

figure in the pioneer life of this .section and a woman of e.xtraordinary

influence upon the general social life of the communit}', both she and her

husband ever standing firmly for those things that are true and of good

report, so that in their passing they left good memories.

James Kennedy was born at .\rmagh, Ireland. September 9, 1832,

and came to this country when he was seventeen years of age. He first

located at I'.rampton, Canada, but presently moved to Alichigan City, Indiana,

coming thence, in the spring of 1854, to Ionia coimty. Not long after his

arrival here he formed a i>artnershi]) with his cousin, i Iciiry J. Wilson,

and engaged in the mercantile business at Ionia, this association continuing

for several years. Something more than two years after coming here, Mr.

Kennedy was imited in marriage. .September 24, 1856. to Eliza .\. Mo.se-

nian, who was burn ni the lnwu of .Xiles, ( ayuga ct)unty. New ^'nrk,

February 31. i-^.^f. and wiio, at the age of ten years, came to Michigan

with her parents, Ciiarles M. Moseman and wife, the family .settling at

Ionia and at once becoming active in the pioneer life of that village. Not
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long after his marriage IMr. Kennedy associated himself with A. F. Carr,

who at that time operated a large general store in what was known as the

LInion block, and was thns connected until i860, in which year he opened
a pri\ate ixuik at Ionia, one of the first institutions of the kind in this

county, and was thns engaged, doing a successful business, until the organi-

zation of the I'irst National Bank of Ionia in 1864, when he put in his

forces with those of the new bank and was elected cashier of the same.

During the time he was engaged in the private banking l)usiness, on account

ot certain financial conditions existing at that time, Mr. Kennedy was

unable to obtain necessary small change and to overcome the difficulty issued

a large number of copper coins, upon which were stamped his name, and

these readily passed current in the community as cents. Some of these

coins are still in circulation hercalxnit and all that were presented for

redemption were taken u.p by the liank as they came in after the stringenc}'

in small change had passed.

In 1867 James Kennedy began lumbering operations on the Muskegon
river near the village of Hersey, at which place he conducted a large gen-
eral store. He also formed a partnership with Delos A. Blodgett and the

hrm of Blodgett & Kennedy conducted extensive lumbering operations at

Hersey. Later. .Mr. Kennedy founded what is known as the city of Rvart,

this state, and all the lots and parcels of land sold there since that time

l>ear his name as the original holder of the title. In 1875 Mr. Kennedy
became interested in Texas properties and devoted his entire time to those

interests until 1893. -^t one time he was managing a ranch ui)on which there

were more than thirty thousand head of cattle. By reason, however, of the

default of the treasurer of the company of which ATr. Kennedy was general

manager, the western enterprise was closed out ruul Mr. Kennedy there-

after was engaged in conducting a large coal mine at fiippey, Iowa. In

1893 he accidentally fell down the shaft of the elevator at the Ozark hotel

at Chicago, a distance of fifty feet, and was permanently dis.abled, never

l)eing able tJiercafter to walk without the aid of canes; yet as soon as his

condition would permit he resumed his business and traveled over the

country, as the demands of the liusiness rerpiired, though ever at great per-
sonal inconvenience, by rea.son of hi> physical disabilities. Mr. Kennedy
died on August 31, i(;oi. leaving his widow and two children, Harriet K.,

wife of (ieorge E. Nichols, and Henry J. Kennedy, both of Ionia.

Mrs. Eliza A. Kennedy, widow of James Kennedy, died at her home
in Ionia on September 11. 1915. at the .advanced age of eighty-one years.

ha\-ing been a Cf)ntinuous resident of that city ffir se\'entv-f)ne years. She
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was one of the earliest pioneers of the count)- and at the time of her death

was the oldest resident of the city of Ionia. For fifty years she had lived

in her home at the corner of Rich and Summit streets in Ionia and had

l>een an active member of the Presbyterian churth for over fifty-eight

years. Ihe following extract from one of the daily papers at the time of

her death is a fitting tribute to her character: "In her home-going, Ionia

has lost one of its earliest, heroic and highly esteemed ])ioneer residents; the

Presbyterian church a \alned member of over fifty-eight years, and her

large circle of personal friends an associate Ijound to their hearts bv many
ties. The heart sincerity of this good woman, the spirit of laughter always

contagious, will ever be recalled by those who knew her best."

JESSE H. SMITH.

Jesse H. Smith, cashier of the National Liank of Ionia and who has

been connected with that sound old financial institution since igoj. is a native

of Michigan, having been born at Riverdale, this state, Xoxember 19, 1879,

son of Dr. Charles D. and Mary A. (Aselstyne) Smith, the former a native

of .New York state and the latter of Michigan.

Dr. Charles D. .^mith came to tliis state as a youth with his parents,

natives of New N'ork state, who settled in (iratiot conntv in pioneer days

and there sjxjnt the remainder of their lives, sul)stantia! farming jjeople.

He was reared in that count\' and early turned his attention to the practice

of medicine, becoming one of the best-known ])h\sicians in this part of the

state. During the Ci\il War, Dr. Charles D. ."^^mitli enlisted tor ser\ice

in the Battle Creek detachment of the .Michigan Engineers and .Mechanics

Corps, and after the close of the war continued his military ser\'ice in the

Indians wars in the P)ad Lands region for some time. Doctor Smith mar-

ried .Mary .A. .Aselstyne, who was Ixn'ii near Monroe, this state, her par-

ents also ha\ing been New ^()rkers ;nid earl\- settlers of this state, and

not long thereafter located at Muir. this cou.ntx', where he spent the rest of

his life, his death ocruriing in 1012, then being sevent}--one years of age.

Doctor Smith took an active part in ci\ic affairs and for some time served

as presiflent of the \-illage of Muir and .ako as a member of the school

board. 11 is widow still snr\i\ev bini. Tliex were the parents of four

chilclren, l'"red \\'., of Spokane. Washington: Jesse 11., the subiect of this

sketch: Bessie, wife of Bernard R. I'.ly,
of Ionia, and Neil .\., of Wilbur,

Washington.
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Jesse H. Smith \\;is reared at Muir. this county, and was jjraduated

from the high school there, after which he learned telegraphx' and passent^er

work and wa> in the ser\ice of the (jraml Trunk railroad, heinic;' stationed

variously at St. Johns, 0\id and Ionia, and was thus engiigeil until 1902,

in which year he entered the serxice of the Xational Hank of Ionia as a

hookkeeper. He afterward was pronioteil to the position of .assistant cashier

and in January. 11)15, ^^ •'^~" ele\;ited to the position of c.ishier of the hank

and has since heen serving in that re^-ponsihle and im[X)rtant capacity. Mr.

Smith is a Rejiuhlican and serxed for some time as assistant city treasurer

of Ionia, later filling" out the uncxjiired term of the treasurer. He is secre-

taiA-treasurer of the Ionia Gas ('iini]);niy. of which he also is a director,

and i> tie.asurer of the Ionia Board nl I r.ide.

On Octolier 12, igoS, Jesse H. Smith wa^ unitrd in marriage to h^dna

[•'reenian. wiio was Iiorn in f'ewamo, this count\ , daughter of Alonzo and

I'dora ( Worden ) hreeniau. nati\es nt .Michigan, who now reside in Ionia

and to whom four children were horn, those besides Mrs. .Smith being Mrs.

I'earl I'helps; Winifred, deceased, and Glenn .A. To .Mr. and Mrs. Smith

one child has been born, a daughter. N'irginia Winifred. Mrs. Smith is a

mimber of the Preslnterian church and t.ake an earnest interest in the

general, cultural and social affairs of the community, being held in high

esteem bv their manv friends hereabout.

GEORGE X. Sll.WX'

George X. Shaw, veteran merchant, furniture dealer and undertaker,

head of the firm of George N. Shaw & Son, of Muir, this county, of which

])lace he li;is been a resident since 1867, is a native of Xew York, h.aving

been born in the tnwn of Lima, that state, July 10, 1838, .son of William H.

and Margarete (Chew) Shaw, wdio came to Michigan in 1849 and located

at I'lymouth, from which place, a year later, they moved to Fenton, where

they establishe<l their ])ermaneut lumu-. William H. .Shaw was a carriage-

maker and for years successfull\- o])erated a carriage shop at I-'enton, where

his son, George X., became thoroughly familiar with that trade.

In 1863, at I-'enton. George X. Shaw was united in marriage to Julia

Catherine Wiggins, who was born in Xew Rrunswick, Canada, a daughter

of William .\, and Retsy (Seacord) Wiggins, who moved to Xew York

state about 1S45 and thence, .some years later, to Michigan, settling in
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Detroit, where tliey rt-niaineil tor some years l)efore linally making their

home at i'eiitcui. In iiSOj, three years after their marriage, George X.

Shaw and his wife came to Ionia count}- and settled at i\ltiir, where Air.

Shaw opened a carriage-making and Ijlacksmith shop and became one of

that then hustling luniher town's most active and useful citizens. He con-

tinued thus engaged until iXy^^. in which year he abandoned the shop and

opened a lurniture store and undertaking establishment, which business he

has ccjiulucted ever since and in which he has been (|uite successful, the

establishment now occupying three connected store rooms. In 1898 he and

his son, George L. Shaw, started a furniture store and undertaking estab-

lishment in Larson Lit}', in the neighboring county of .Montcalm, and con-

ducted the same tor two _\ears, at the end of which time they sold it to

advantage and since that time have devoted their whole attention to the

business at .Muir, Lieorge L. Shaw long having been a partner of his father

in business.

Airs. Julia L'atherme Shaw died on June 6. n)i^. She and her hus-

band had been married hfty-two \ears and had lived in the home wliich

the latter .still occupies at Aluir fcjr forty-five years. She was an earnest

member of the Presbyterian church, of which .\lr. Shaw has also been a

meml>er for more than fifty years, and both had long been looked upon
as among the leaders in good works in rmd about Aluir. Air. .Shaw is a

Alason of man\' years standing and slill t.ikes a warm interest in the affairs

of that ancient artier. To him and his wife three cbildren were born,

Edith, now li\ing at Colorado Springs, Lolorado, who married Da\id .\cklev

and had two sons, Ua\i(! and George L.. the latter of whom is now dead;

William \.. who died ;il the age n\' twenty-si.\ \-ears. and George L.. who
was born at Aluir, .September ,^0. 1877, and who has lived there all his life,

with the exception ot two \ears spent in l>usiness at L'arson Citv.

George 1.. .Shaw suijplemented the schooling received in the public

schools at Muir bv a course in a business colleire at (jrand R.ipids and^>^

in 1898. he then being twenty-one years of age, engaged in business at

Aluir and has ever since been thus engaged, for some veans past ha\'ing

bad general charge of the business. In IQ07 he took a course in embalming
at the llarnes School ol iMiib.dming at ("hic;igo and is ;i licensed cmb;dmer.

under the pnixisions of the state law.

In 1800. while li\-ing at Carson City. Ck-orge 1.. .Shaw was uniled in

m.irriage to l.nuise P.. Strong, who was liorn in Chicago, daughter of

Major James .\. and Louise (Sweet) .Strong, butli of wlioin were born ;it

Marshall, this state. Alajor Strong was an honored \cter:m of the Ci\il
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War and upon tlie conclusion of his military service became connected with

the Cliicin/o Times and spent the rest of his life in that city, his death

occurring in iS'8-'. Shortly after the .Major's death, his widow and her

children mo\-ed to Carson C'it\". hut after the marriage of her daughter,

Louise, to Mr. .^haw. Mrs. Strong returned to Chicago, where she is still

making her home. lo Mr, and Mrs. Shaw one child has been born, a

daughter. Dorothy ],ouise. They are members of the I'rcsbyteri.an chinch

and take an actixe interest in the various social and cultural nunemenis oi

their home town. Mr. Shaw is a Knight Templar Mason nnd both he and

his wife are luembers of the Order of the Eastern Star. .\lr. .Shaw also is

a luember of the IndeiJCudent ()rder of Odd Fellows and of the Modern

Woodmen and in the aiTairs of all these organizations takes ;i warm interest.

I'KAXK A. BLJRTRAW.

I'rank A. Ikirtraw. well-kuDwii business man at .Muir. this county,

proprietor oi the I'.urtraw lueat market there, is a native son of Ionia

county and has li\-ed here ;dl his life. He was In^rn on a farm in .Xorth

i'lains township on .\ugust 4. 1873, son of Israel and Polly ( Jenks) Hurt-

raw, the former a nati\e of ( "anada and the latter of this county, both of

whom are now dead.

Israel Bnrtraw was l)orn in ( )nt;iri() in 1S40 ;md w;is eight \ears old

when his parents came to this state, locating at Detroit, where he received

his schooling and li\ed imtil he was twenty years old. after which lie went

to T.ansing, where he spent three years, at the end of which time he came

to Ionia county and settled in Xorth Plains townshi]), where he farmed the

rest of his life, his death occurring nn b'ebniary k), iHcjj. Soiue time after

coming to this county, Israel Bartraw married Polly Jenks. who was iiorn

here, daughter of Smith and Abigail Jenks, and who died (ju September 24,

i8g6. To that union fi\e children were born, the subject of this sketch Iia\'-

ing two l)r()thers. Pdwin and lar\-, and two sisters, k'nima. who married

Il.arrv- Charles, and Mealie. who married Barrett .Session.

Frank .\. Rurtraw grew up on the home farm in North Plains town-

ship, receiving his schooling in the district school in that neighborhood,

and remained at home ntitil his marri.ige. in 1804. when twenty-one years

of age. after which he went to Muir and was engaged there as a clerk in

the general store of J. D. Stranchan until 1910, in which year he bought



I/O IONIA COUNTY. MICHIGAN.

the Rehtuss niuat market in Muir and a slanghter house one mile out of

town, and has iieen engaged in the retail mea.t business ever since, doing
an excellent Ijusiness.

In 1(Sq4 l<"rank A. l!urtra\\ was united in marriage to AIa\- Strachan,

who was horn in .\orth I'hiins to\\nshi|), tins countx-, daughter of .-\lexan-

der and Kmma ( Xewton ) Strachan. the former of wh(jni also w eis born

in that same tuwnship. and to this union one child has l>een born, a daugh-
ter, I'lorence. who married llarry Howard, of Ionia, and has a little daugh-
ter. Mr. Llurtraw' is a member ot the Masonic fraternity and takes a warm
interest in the affairs uf that ancient order. Me is a good business man and

operates his Ijusiness along strictly u]i-to-date lines.

JOHN il. H.XMlUrON.

John H. Hamilton, well-known \-eteran wool liuxer at Ionia, this county,

one of the most extensive dealer.^ in that line in the state of Michigan, is a

native of the great l^mpire state, lia\iug been born on a farm in the near

vicinity of .\\on, i,i\ingston county, Xew \'(irk, June ii, 1845, =^011 '^''

John and Susanna (McKinney) Hamilton, the former a native of Scotland

and the latter of \'ew ^'ork. who became residents of Ionia county in 1864

and sjient the rest of their li\es here, for man\- \ears prominent and highly

respected citizens of tliis county.

John Hamilton was born in Scotland, the eldest child and only son of

John and Margaret Hamilton, the former of whom also was a natix'e of Scot-

land ami the latter of Ireland, who, liesides their one son, were the ])arents

of foiu" daughters, Jane, Margaret. Mary an.d b.anny. While these children

were still small the llannltons came to the United States ami settled on a

farm in Livingston coiuilv. New ^()rl<. nearby the ];)leasant village of .\von,

where the p.irents spent the remjiinder ol iheir lixes. the elder |ohn I laniil-

ton li\-ing to be ninetv \ears ol age and his wile to be eighty-six. On that

farm the junior John Hamilton grew 10 m.auhood. .a X'aluable aid to his

fallui'. .and became a sturdw sel I -reli.ant m.ai;. Ilu' lather was a wagon-

maker and most of his time was occupied .at that xncation. the Larger part

of the responsibility td' the management of ihe l;irni thus talhng u])on the son.

In l.i\ingstou count\- the younger John Hamilton married Susannah

McKinnex. who was liorn there, daughter id' Daniel and Susan .\lcKinne\-.

also natives of .\'ew \'ork. whose last days were spent in .\ni>t(.rdani. that
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State. Daniel .McKinncv was a iirosperous farmer and an extensive dealer

in line horses, liis staliles beint^- known far and wide tlironghont that conn-

tr\-. He and his wife were the jiarents of sc\en children. Henr\-, I'atrick,

Wilson. Andreas, Susannah. Betsey and Jcumelle. After his marrias^e.

John Wilson continued to make his home on the paternal farm until 1864,

he then having; made his home on that farm for thirt^'-live years, in which

_\-ear he emigrated with his famil}' to Michigan and settled in Ionia countv.

I'pon coming here Mr, Hamilton first settled in Ronald townshi]), but not

finding the outlook there just to his liking selecte<l what be considered to

be a more advantageous location in Ionia township, where he bought a

partly improved farm of two hundred acres antl there lie established his

home, be and his wife spending the rest ot their li\-es there, e;irl\- liecoming

recognized as among the most inflnential and useful residents of tli.at com-

nnmity. John Hamilton lived to be about seventy-five years of age and his

widow snr\i\ed him for se\'eral vears. She was an earnest member of the

Methodist cluircli and her children were reared in that faith. 'I'bere were

four children born to John Hamilton and wife, all of whom are still living,

those besides the subject of this sketch being Daniel, of Grand Rapids, this

state: Maggie E., who married C. C. Curtis and lives at \' alley City, North

Dakota, and F.dward P.., a well-to-do f.armer of Ionia townsbi]i, this county.

John H, Hamilton was the third child born to his parents and was

nineteen years old wb.en he came to this county with the family. He had

been well reared and barl received an academic eckication, ;uid when he

arri\'ed here in 1864 was ani])ly e(|ui]ipe(l to take a prominent |)lace in the

l>ioneer comnnmitx , He ]iresentlv bf>ught a tract of one hundred and twenty
acres in Ronald township and proceeded to get the same under culti\ation.

Three years after coming here he married and established his home on his

r^ouald township place. Not long thereafter he bought ;m adioiniug

'eight v" and on that farm f)f two hundred acres, which he still owns, he

and his famil\- made their home until 180)5. in which year they moved to

Ionia, which has since l^een the familv home. In connection with liis farm-

ing o])erations. Mr. Hamilton was joug extensi\ely interested in slice]) rais-

ing and l)ccame well ac(|uainted with the details of the wool business.

Upon mo\ing to Ionia he gave his whole attention to wool buying and has

ever since been thus engaged, long h.axing been recognized as one of the

most extensive woo] bu\ers in the state. He has ever taken an acti\e inter-

est in the general affairs of Ionia and the county generally and is regarded

as a very substantial man of affairs, among his connections being that of an

influential stockholder in tiie State Savings Bank of Ionia. Mr, llamilion



172 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

is a Rei)ul)lican ami lias for years given close personal attention to political

affairs hereabout, being an earnest advocate of the iirincijiles of good gov-
ernment, but has never been an aspirant for public office.

On September 19, 1867, John H. Hamilton was united in marriage to

Alarcia Welch, who was burn in what was then the village of Ionia, this

county, on June 10, 1849. daughter of John B. and Sarah Ann (Morgan)
Welch, natives of i\'ew ^'ork state and prominent pioneers of Ionia, further

details of the history of this family in this county are set out in a biographi-
cal sketch relating to .\mos .M Welch, presented elsewhere in this volume,

to whicli the reader is referred. Mrs. Hamilton is of Revolutionary stock,

her mother's paternal gr.andfather iiaving- served in General W'ashington's

army when finirteen _\ears of age as the driver of an ox-team, hauling sup-

]jlies to the patriot army, for which service his widow, manv years after-

ward, was awarded a pension by the government.

To John H. and .Marcia (Welch) Hamilton one child has been bom,
a son, Harr}- H. Hamilton, who died on November 20, 191 5. He was a

prominent clothing manufacturer in New York Citv, who married Mrs.

Maud (Barnum) Hart, a widow, who, by her first marriage, is the mother

of one child, a daughter, h'lorence, who married Charles C. Hertzman.

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton attend the Episcopal church at Ionia and ever have

been interested in local good works, being" regarded as among the leaders

in all movements designed to contribute to the promotion of the common
interest hereabout, and are held in high esteem by the entire community.

MATHIAS PLINE.

Mathias Pline, a well-known and progressive farmer and stockman of

Portland township, this county, proprietor of the well-kept "Maple Corner

F<"arm." and for \ears one of the best-known auctioneers in that part of the

count V, is a nati\'e son of Michigan. li;i\ing been born in Kent C(_)unt}', this

state, June 24, 1856, son of Xichol.a^ and Mary (I'itch) {'line, natives of

Germanv. who came lo America on the v.ame xcs^el. landing at New "N'ork

Citv, where the\' were marrii'd, alter which lhe\- went to 1 'enns\l\ania,

where they remained two \e;n>, at the end of which time they came to

Michigan, where they spent the remainder ni their lix'es.

Upon coming to this state Nicholas I 'hue settled 011 a small tarm in

tlu' .\lpine neighborhood, which he cleared, hauling the wood to Grand
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Rapids. It was in 1841 that Nicholas Thnc and his wife came to .Miciiii^^an.

After a some-time residence in Kent county the PHnes came o\er into

Ionia county and located on an eighty-acre farm in Portland township,
where they established their home. In 1878 Nicholas I'line retired from

this farm and then moved to a farm of one hundred and sixtv acres at

Maple Corners and then moved to an eighty-acre farm, west of Westphalia,
loiiia county, where he and his wife spent their last days. They were mem-
l)ers of the Catholic church and their remains were laid to rest in the ceme-

tery at \\'estj)lialia. To Xicholas Pline and wife nine children were l)Mrn.

of whom seven are now living, those besides the subject of this sketch being
as follow : Peter, Hul:)ert, Anthony, Margaret, who married Ferd Smith ;

Elizabeth, who married Michael Smith, and Christina, who married Anton

Smith.

Mathias Pline was seven years old when his parents moved from Kent

county to Ionia county, and he was reared on the home farm in Portland

township. He received his schooling in the parochial school at West])halia
and there was confirmed in the faith of his church. l~rom bo\lKi()d he was

an invaluable aid to his father all his life. In 1HS2 he married Rosa h'edwa

and made his home at "'Maple Corner Farm." where he ever since has lived

and where he and his family are very pleasantly and comfortal)lv situated.

For more th;ui twentv years Mr. Pline has been actively engaged in l>u\ing

and shipping cattle and has done well at that business as well as in his

general farming ojierations and is now quite well circumstanced. In 1899
he engaged in the general auction business and is one of the best-known

auctioneers in this part of the state liis services in that connection being in

wide demand hereabout particularly during the s])ring and fall seasons,

when many public sales of farm chattels are being cried. Mr. Pline is a

Democrat, but has never taken what may be called a particul.irK- acti\-e part

in politics and has never sought ])ublic (iffice. though he has served as a

school dii'ector.

Mr. and Mr^. I 'hue ha\'e five children living, four sons and one il.'uigh-

ter, Alfred ]'.. who m.arried Sn^anii;i Harris: b'.dward X., I'lcnianiin !'..

Joseph and I.nuis. who died on M.arch 14, uns, aged twenty years. To

subject and wife one daughter has been born, n.amcfl .\rulia, who married

John Bedenbender, and lives at .Stexens Corners. Thev h;ive three children,

Esther, Raymond and Louis. The 1 'lines are meiubers of St. Mary's Catho-

lic church at W'estph.ilia and .Mr Pline is a member of the Benevolent and

Protective Order of h'lks. of the Knights of the Maccabees and the .\rbiters.
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CLYDE M. STOUT.
•

Clyde M. Stout, supervisor of C^range townsliip and one of the best-

known young farmers of Ionia county, proprietor of a tine farm of two

hnnilred acres in sections 3 and U), six miles southeast of Ionia, is a native

son of ihis count)- and has lived here all liis life. He was born on a farm in

Sebewa township. April i6, 188.J., son of Adam and .Mary J. (Carter)

Stout, both natives of Ohio, who later l)ecame welbknown residents of this

county.

Adam Stout was born in Darke county, Ohio, as was his wife, and

shortlv after their marriage they came to Michigan and located on a farm

in Sebewa township, this county, where Mr. Stout sjjent the remainder of

his life, his death occurring in 1900. His widow is now making her home in

Darke county, Ohio. 1diey were the parents of eight children, of whom si.x

are now living, those besides the subject of this sketch being M. J., a

farmer in Eaton townshi]), this county; O. -W. on Orange township farmer;

M. E., an elevator man at Millbrook, this state; Ruth, who married E. L.

lordon, of .Muskegon, this state, and bred, a Montana ranchman.

Clyde .M. Stout was reared on the home farm in Sebewa township

and en<!ed his school days in die high school at Eake Odes.sa. after which

for five years he was engaged in the agricultural implement business at

Orange. He then engagetl in farming and has been ipiite successful, being

now the owner of a hue farm of two hundred acres in Orange township,

as noted .-ibove. In addition to his general farming, Mr. Stout gives con-

siderable attention to the lasmg of high-grade live stock and deals (pute

e.\tensi\el\ in wool and hay. .Mr. Stout is a Democr.at and gives close

attention to local governmental afl'airs. being regarded as one of the leaders

of his party in his neighborhood. In ic)i4 lif was elected supervisor of

( )raiige township and is now serving in that capacity.

( )n June 6, i<;()5, Clvde .M. Stout was united in marriage to Jessie

T;,ft. wiio was born in loiii.i township, drnighter of iMMiik and Mary J.

(Abgate) 'I'aft, and who. .after being gr.adutetl from the Ionia high school

taught school for three years, being thus engaged until her m.arnage to .\lr.

Stdiit. To tlii^ union two cliildrcii h;i\e been born, brank T.. born on

SeptemliiT i<), 1907. and Sterrey .M., July 30 i()io. Mrs. Stout i> a mem-

ber of the EcValley IMethodist church and takes :i warm interest in the

beneficences of the same. Mr. Stout is ;i member of the loni;i lodge <>t the

liene\-olent and Troiectixe Order of I'dks ;ind of the We<t Sebewa lodge
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ni tile IiideiK-ndfiit Order ot ( )dd l-Y-llows, as well as of the l'".(|uitalile

l-ratemal Union and takes an active interest in the affairs of these several

.MiedlAEL ZAU.M.

Michael /alini, a well-known and well-to-do farmer of Otisco town-

ship, this county, proprietor of a well-cultivated and well-kept place of one

hnndred and fort\--se\en acres situated four miles south of Heiding, on

rural route Xo. 4, out of that city, is a nati\-e of Ohio, having been born on

a farm in Seneca comity, that state, July 31, [S61, son of Michael and

l-llizabeth (Reiner) Zahm. the former a native of Germany and the latter

<if Ohio, who later became residents of this county and sjient their last da\'s

on the larni now owned and occti])ied b\- their oiilv sur\i\-iiig scjii, the sub-

ject of this sivetch.

The elder Michael Zrdim was born in the \illage of Bevern, in the

duchy I if ISrunswick, and when a bo\- came to the United .States with his

l^arents. the ^family settlini; in Seneca county. Ohio, where he grew to

manhood .-md where he married I'dizabetb Reiiicr, a native of that county,

and for about twenty years thereafter m;ide his home in that county, becom-

ing ;i well-to-do farmer. In 187S he sold his farm in Ohio and. with his

family, came to .Michigan, setiling in Otisco townsliii). this count}', where

he bought a farm and there he and his wife spent the remainder of their

lives. They were earnest members of the Catholic church ami their chil-

flren were reared in that faith. There were nine (jf these children, of wIkjiu

four are still li\ing. the subject of this sketch having three sisters living.

Kate, who married IJeni.amin .Strickfaden and still makes her home in Ohio;

Mary, wife of John I'ogner. of Decatur. Iiuliana. and M.arg.aret. wife of

Philip Leonard, ot Allegan counts', this state.

Michael Z.-ilim'-- \-ouili was siicnt on the home farm in .Seneca couiit\'.

Ohio, and he received his education in the schools of that neighborhood.

He was about seventeen years old when his jjarent.s moxed to Ionia countv

and he has lived here ever sinct-. long having been regarded as one of the

most subst.'inlial citizens of the neighborhood in which he resides. He is a

Re])ublican and gives a good citizen's attention to local political affairs, but

has never been included in the office-seeking class.

On July II. 1805. Michael Zahm was united in m;irri,'ige to Mary
Walser. who was liorn in ( levelaiiil, ( )liio. d.-iugbter of M;i\ and M.'irv
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( Kitterslort ) Walser, who came to Ionia county. Michigan, and settled in

Otisco townshii). wliert- they were farmers. They are now living in Beld-

ing, Michigan. They had eight daugh.ters. three l)eing deceased. Those

jiving are: Airs. Zahm, P'rances Ulrich, Lavina Hayes, Cleo Lillie. Melen

Tillman. 'I'hose deceased are Margaret, Josephine and Irene.

To Michael Zahm and wife Iw(j children have been horn, sons Ixjth,

Joseph, wdio is married and is a well-known young farmer of Otisco town-

ship, this county, and Henry, who is unmarried and who remains on- the

home farm, a valuable assistant to his father in the operation of the same.

Mr. and Mrs. Zahm are devoted members of St. .Mary's Catholic church and

take an earnest part in the various beneficences of that i)arish.

OSCAR H. DEAN.

Oscar H. Dean, senior member of the firm of Dean & Eyster, general

merchants, 302--I East Main street, Ionia, one of the oldest establishments

continuously in business in this section of the state, is a native son of

Michigan, having been born at Detroit, .\ugust 7, 183 J, son of Henry and

Calista (Luce) Dean, the former a native of the state of New York and

the latter of Michigan. The former died at Otsego, this state, and the

latter at Grand Rapids.

Henry Dean, whose father was a soldier in the patriot army during

the Revolutionary War, was the eldest of the children born to his parents.

He was reared in Xew ^'ork state and there learned the trade of a tanner.

When a young man he and one of his brothers came West and located at

Detroit, wiicre they established a tannery, which they operated for .some

time with nincli success, but presently their tannery was <lestniyed l)y lire

and they lo-,t nearly all their property. Henry Dean then engaged in car-

pentering and still later engaged in the undertaking business at (irand

Rapids, this state, where he made his home for scmie years, after which

he moved to Otsego, where his last days were spent. He lacked Inil two

months of being ninety-one years old at the time of his death and was the

oldest member of tlie Masonic fraternity in Michigan at that time. He

was a member of the Metbinlist cbm-ch. as was his wife, who had died

.some time before his death, she having been seventy-five years of age at

the time of her death, and their children were reared in that faith. There

were nine of these children, n.imely : Oscar 11., the subject ot this sketch;
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Phoebe, who dietl unmarried: Martha, who was the wife of Frank Stevens,

a veteran of the Civil War; Zuleka, who was the wife of Dr. S. Thompson;
Efifie. who was the wife of Doctor Peters, of Seattle, Washington; Maggit

unmarried, who lives at Otsego, New York, and three who died in youth.

Oscar H. Dean was two years old when his i>arents moved from

Detroit to Grand Rapids and in the latter city he sjjent his youth. He
received his early schooling in Grand Rapids and then was sent to a select

school at Dover, Ohio, .and for a few years after completing the course

tliere was engaged in the nursery liusiness at Kelley's Island. He then

returned to Grand Rapids and learned the Ixjokbinder's trade, at which

he worked for seven years, at the end of which time he began clerking in

the store of W indsor, Lvman & Kendall at Grand Rapids and there laid the

foundation for his long and successful merc.-uitile career. Air. Dean

remained with that firm until 1854, in \\hich year he was sent to Ionia as

the manager of a branch store which Mr. Kendall had opened at that place

and Ionia has been his home practically ever since. Some time after locat-

ing in Ionia Mr. Dean left the Kendall store and for a time was engaged
as a clerk in the store of J. O. Stevens and later in the store of Carr &

Dye. \\'hile he was employed in the latter store the Civil War broke out

and he enlisted for service in behalf of the Union cause, going to the front

with the Twenty-first Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, as commis-

sary sergeant of his company, remaining with that command for two years

and six months, at the end of whidi time he received an honorable dis-

charge on a ph\sician's certificate of disability, owing to a severe illness,

which had so reduced his physical condition that upon returning to Ionia

he weighed but eighty-one pounds. Upon the conclusion of his military

service, Mr. Dean was employed in the general store of Irish, Johnson &
Sherman at Ionia for a time, after which he and his brother-in-law. E. B.

Miller, forined a partnership and engaged in the dry-goods and grocery

business in the same city and were thus engaged for two years or more,

at the end of which time Mr. Dean took employment in Meade's grocery

store, where he remained until he presently went to Pentwater, in the em-

ploy of the Pentwater Luml)er Comjjany, for eight years, in the meantime

having bought the com])an\- out. He sold out and became postmaster of

Pentwater under Cle\eland and served four years. He then entered the

service of the state and was engaged as pay clerk in the office of the auditor-

general at Lansing for two years, at the end of which time he returned to

Ionia and formed a partnership with C. E. Eyster and opened a grocery

(12a)
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and general store, which lias l)een conducted (|uite successfully t\ev since,

under the hrni name of Dean & Eyster, one of the oldest firms continuously

engaged in business in Ionia.

On December 23, 1862, Oscar H. Dean was united in marriage to .\lice

Jane Johnson, who was born in Ionia, March 9. 1843, daughter of Ethan S.

and Jane B. ( \\"hi|)ple ) Johnson, the former of whom was born in Provi-

dence, Rhode Island, and the latter at Ridgeway, New York. Ethan S.

Johnson, whose father was a soldier in the W'ar of 1812. was the eldest of

the consideral)le family of children born to his ])arents, both natives of

Rhode Island, wlio later moved to Herkimer county. Xew York, where they

spent the remainder of their lives, both living to advanced years. In 1837

Ethan S. Johnson came to Michigan with a consideral)le sum of money for

that day and engaged in the merchant-tailor business at Ionia, in which he

was successful from the \er_\- start. In 1840 he married Jane B. \\'hipple.

daughter of Zebulon and Phoebe (.Andrews) \\'hi])ple, \\'ho had come to

.Michigan in 1837 from Xew Vork and located in Ionia, where .Mr. Whipple

became successfully engaged as a carpenter in [lioneer days and wliere he

and his wife s])cnt the rest of their lives. Zebulon Whipple moved from

Ridgewav, Xew "^'ork, to Michigan, in 1835, settled in Lansing in River

street. Later settled one and one-lialf miles from Ionia, on the state road,

where a n.unilier of New ^'ork families liad settled. There he built a log

house and li\ed on same for many years and there died. He was one of

the sons of William Whipple, of New Llampshire, one of the signers of the

Declaration of Inde])endence, a distinguished .soldier of the .\nierican Revolu-

tion and a soldier of the War of 1812. To Zebulon Whi]>ple and wife se\-en

children w'ere born, Benjamin F.. Alniina. Jane B., Cynthia, John, Sarah and

William. F!than .S. b'bnson not only was successfid in the management of

his own business, jnit he rendered valuable service to the public, having for

some \ears served as ])ostmaster of Ionia and as register of deeds of this

county, and also was for years a justice of the peace. His death occurred

in loni;i, on .\])ril 3, 1883, he then being sex'enty years of age. His widow

sur\i\c'd him fur nearly twenty years, her death occm-ring in Los .\ngeles,

(";di fiirnia, on December 8, \>)02. while nil a visit to her youngest daughter

in that cit\-, she then being in lu'r eightieth year. I'".than .^. Jnhnsdn and wife

were the jiarents of se\en children, William, .Mice, (.'elia, 1-Than. llarxey.

Stephen an<l Birdie. .Mice lohnson recei\ed her elementai-y cduc;ition in the

Ionia public schools and upon the coni])lelion of the course there was sent

to Lock])iirt. New \nv]<. where she took a finishing cotn-se in ;i private
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seininar\- tor yount;- women, after whicli she returned home and her mar-

riage to Mr. Dean took place two days Ijefore Christmas Day, 1862.

Mr. and Mrs. Dean are members of the Episcopal church, of which

they became communicants at an early age, Mr. Dean having I>een but fifteen

years of age when he became connected with the church at Grand Rapids.

l-'or years lie was a singer in the choir and has been a vestryman for fifty

years and has long served as senior wartlen. His long and faithful service

in the church and his liberal support of the saine all these years prompted
the congregation of St. John's Episcopal church at Ionia, in special meeting,

to confer upon Mr. Dean the distinguished title of senior warden emeritus.

Mrs. Dean also has long been devoted to church work and both she and her

husband are likewise devoted to all good works in the community, long hav-

ing been regarded as among the leaders in all movements designed to advance

the general welfare hereabout, the venerable coujile l:>eing held in the very

highest esteem throughout the entire community. Mr. Dean became a Mason

when twenty-one years of age and is now an honorary member of the blue

lodge of that order at Ionia. He has taken a warm interest in Masonic

afifairs ever since becoming afifiliated with that ancient order and has attained

to the thirty-second degree of Freeinasonry, lieing attached to the consistory

of the .\ncient .Accepted Scottish Rite Masons at Lansing. He is a memlK.'r

of the Ionia chapter of the Royal Arch Masons and of the Ionia commanderv

of the Knights Templar. In his political faith he is a Democrat and has

served the people of Ionia as an alderman several terms. During his resi-

dence at Pentwater he also took a proper interest in political affairs and

.served there as city clerk and as a justice of the j>eace.

ARTHUR NKWEE II \1.1..

Arthur .\ewel Hall, one ui the l>est-kiin\\ n and most substantial farm-

ers of Ionia county, pro])rietor of a line farm in Ionia township, situated

on rural route .X". i, out of Ionia, is a native son of that same town.ship,

ha\ing been born on a pioneer farm there on ['"cbruary 22, 1848, son of

Joshua Starke and Sarah J. (Haight) Hall, prduinient pioneers of this

counlv, tlie former a nali\-e of Connecticut and the latter of New ^'ork

City, further ilctails regarding whose historv in this county are set out in

a biogra])hical sketch relating to the late Joshua S. Hall. i)resented else-

where in this volume. Joshua S. Hall was lx>rn in London county, Con-
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necticut, in i'^ebruary, 1816, son of Henry and i\uth (Starke) Hall, the

former of whom was a soldier in the War of i8r2, and the latter was

related to the family of General Starke, of Revolutionary fame. In 1836

Joshua S. Hall, then about twenty years of age, came to Michigan and

settled in Ionia county, thus having been one of the very earliest settlers of

this county. He bought government land and in 1842 married Sarah J.

Haight, a pioneer school teacher, who had come to this county with her

parents from New York City in 1840, and who was then teaching in

Orleans township one of the first schools organized in the county. Joshua
Hall became one of the most substantial farmers in Ionia county. For

years he was a justice of the peace and did much to advance the cause of

stable government. In the fall of i8g6, during the height of the memor-

able political campaign of that year, when gold had practically disappeared

from circulation, he drove up to the door of the First National Bank at

Ionia in a lumber wagon, carried a heavily-weighted grain bag into the

bank and handed it to the teller, with the remark, "Here is something that

may help you out." The teller poured the contents of the bag onto a table

and there was revealed a horde of twenty-dollar gold pieces, amounting to

a sum variously reported as high as twenty thousand dollars. Joshua S.

Hall died at his home in this county in 1907, at the age of ninety-one, hav-

ing been a continuous resident of Ionia county for more than seventy years.

He and his wife were the parents of seven children, all of whom are still

Hving, and of whom the subject of this biographical sketch is the third in

order of birth.

-Arthur N. Hall was rearetl im the home farm in Ionia township and

on I'^ebruary 22. 1872, his twenty-fourth birthday, was united in mar-

riage to Tilla Martin, who was born ne.ir Wclland, Ontario, daughter of

Andrew and Lenora (Martin) Martin, who, though bearing the same name,

were unrelated. Andrew Martin was l)orn in Canada on .\ugust 29, 1808,

son of a British soldier, who was of German birth. Lenora Alartin was

born in New York state on August 2, 1818, and was married in Canada

in 1835. Her father was a cuisin n\ ('oiiiniodore Perry and was a soldier

in the War of 1812. One nf lur brothers fought under General Taylor

during tlie Mexican War and was killed in battle in Mexico. Her great-

grandfather and one of his sons were soldiers in the ])atrint army during

the RevolutiniKiry War. It was in the fall of 1864 that Andrew Martin

and his family moved over the line from Canada and came to Michigan,

arriving at Belding, this county, on Novemlier 8. of that year. They settled

in Otisco township, but about 1870 moved over into Easton township.
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where Mr. Martin spent his last days, his death occurring on May 24, 1882.

He was a member of the Masonic fraternity and took a warm interest in

the affairs of that organization. His widow survived him many years.

The hist twenty years of her hfe were spent in Ionia and slie (Hed at the

home of her daughter, Mrs. Hall, in 1905. She was one nf the leaders in

the W'oman's Relief Coq^s and took a prominent part in the actix'itics of

the ladies au.xiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic.

After his marriage .Arthur N. Hall began farming for himself on

his own farm in Orleans township and remained there until 1876, in which

year he moved to his present farm in section 7, Ionia township, where he

ever since has made his home. He started in there with sixty acres, but

now has a fine farm of one hundred and twentv acres, well im])roved and

producti\e. In 1884 he built a tine brick house on the place and he and

his family are very comfortably situated. Mr. Hall has given much atten-

tion to dairying, in addition to his general farming, and has done much
to ad\ance the dairy interests of this county. For sixteen years Mr. Hall

served as justice of the peace in and for Ionia township and served two

terms as supervisor, in all his public activities giving his mo.st earnest

thought to the general welfare. For some years during the time of the

Grange's acti\ities hereai^out, Mr. Hall was one of the leading local mem-
bers of that organization.

To .Arthur X. and Tilla (Martin) Hall four children have Ix'en born,

as follow: Cora Eugenia, born on b'ebruary 6, 1873, married Dr. George
P. Winchell. of Ionia, and died on March 19, 1900, leaving one daughter,

Dorothy Alildred: Roy A.. June 4, 1875, who owns a farm across the road

from that of his father, married Margie T.adow and has two daughters,

Esther and \'el\a: Herbert Chester. October 8, 1884, a well-known young

lawyer of Ionia, now prosecuting attorney for this judicial district, and

Ralph Emerson, .May 27, 1894, a senior in the Ionia high school and one

of the leaders in that school's famous football team. Mr. and Mrs. Hall

and .'ill their children are earnest members of the Tlnu'cb of Christ at

Ionia and the family takes its proper part in community gocxl works.

Herbert C. Hall, jirosecuting attorney for this judicial district, entered

the L"ni\ersity of Michigan after his graduation from the Ionia high schof)!

and was graduated from the law dciiartnient of that institntion in 1906.

In that same year he was admitted to practice in the courts of Michig;in

and the next year entered the United States consular service, serving until

1009 as vice-consul at the port of Calais, France. Upon his return to the

I'nited States in i(;oi> he o])encd an office for the practice of law at Chi-
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cage ami rcmainctl in tliat city for four or five years. In April. 1914. he

returned to Ionia and has ever since been engaged in the practice of his

profession there. In November of that same year he was elected prose-

cuting attorney of Ionia county and entered upon the performrmce of the

duties of that office on January i, 191 5.

(Jn Octoljer 15, 1913, Herbert C. Hall was united in marriage to Ber-

tlia W'urster, who was born at Ionia, daughter of Jacob and Henrietta

(Neuman) Wurster, who came to this country years ago and settled at

Ionia, where Mr. Wurster is engaged in the poultry business. Mrs. Hall

has two sisters, Louise and Emma, she being the youngest of the faniil}-.

Mr. Hall is a meml)er of the Church of Christ and is a member of the

Knights of Pythias li)dge at Ionia. His wife is a member of the German
Lutheran church.

CHARLES E. HOTCHKISS.

Charles E. Ibjtchkiss, a well-known farmer of Otisco township, this

county, proprietor of "Arlington Heights Farm," a well-kept place of eighty

acres, three miles south and one mile east of Belding, on rural route Xo. 4,

in section 25, Otisco township, is a native of Illinois, having been born in

that state on Novemlier 18, 1861, son of Aaron .\. and Amelia R. ( Rose)

Hotchkiss, both nati\-es of New York state, who came to Michigan in 1864,

settled in Keeiie township, this county, where they lived on a rented farm

until 1873, in which year they bought a farm in Otisco township, on which

they spent the remainder of their lives. They were the parents of eight

children, of win mi five are still li\ing, namelv : Alfred A., a farmer, living

in Evergreen township, in the neighljoring county of Montcalm : ( "harles

E.. the su!)ject of this sketch: George E., a farmer living in Tonia town-

ship, this county; Xina, wife of Eli Witt, of Otisco to\\nshii>, this county.

and Cora, wife of Leslie Monteith.

Charles E. Hotchkiss was about three years old when his parents came

to this comity and he was reared on the home farm, receiving his education

in the district scbool in the neighborhood of his home. He went \\\>l in

1885, and for two years was engaged there as a laborer on railroads, on

farms and in the timber woods, after which he returned home and resumed

his place on the home farm. On Feliruary 24. 1892, he married Marv .\.

White, who was born in Keene township, this county. May 2^. i86q, was

edncited in ( )li\ct ( 'olk't;e and hail been teaching scIkkiI for six vears before
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lier marriage. After their niarriatje Mr. and Airs. Hotchl<iss estaljlislied

their home at "Arlington Heights l-arni," w liere they since have resided

and where tiK-\- are xer}" i)leasantl\' and c(imfortal)ly situated.

To L'harles E. and Mary A. (White) Hotchtciss two ciiildren iia\e

i)een born, Lyle E.. horn on June S, 1S94. who attended the Relchng high

school, later entered the l(iui;i (,'ounty Normal School, from which he was

gradu.'ited. after -which he taught school a couple of years and is now a

student at Ferris Institute at Big Ivapids, and Blanche M., July 30, i8q6, a

graduate of the common school and an attendant at the Belding high school.

Mr. Hotchkiss is an "independent" Republican and has served his com-

niunitv as a member of the school board.

JOSHUA S. HALL.

Among the sturdy pioneers who cleared the forests and brought the

land hereabouts to a proper state for cultivation, there were few who

were more energetic than the late Joshua .S. Hall, for years a well-known

and ])roininent resident of Easton township, this county. Joshua S. Hall,

one of the earliest settlers of Ionia county, was born in New London coun-

ty, Connecticut, February 24, 1816, son of Henry and Ruth (Starke) Hall,

the former of whom was a soldier in the War of 1812. He was reared

on a farm and in the fall of 1835, he then being nineteen years of age,

came to Michigan with an uncle, a brother of his mother, the two making
their way by canoe and over Indian trails to Ionia county, where Mr.

Starke bought one hundred and fourteen acres of government land in

section 6, of Ionia township. .\lr. Starke quickly became dissatisfied with

pioneering and ^nld th.e tract to his nephew for one dollar and twenty-five

cents an acre and returned I'last. J(jsluia S. Ilall erected a log cabin on his

place, where he ke])t "bachelor's hall," and proceeded to clear the land.

He married in the fall of 1842 and settled on a new place in Orleans town-

ship. Init presently returned U> his old place and lived there a numlKT of

years, then returned to Orleans tnunship and later bought a farm of eighty-

two acres in section i, Easton townshi]). where he spent the remainder of

hi> life, his death occurring in March, \<)0/.

On September 18. 1842, Joshua S, Hall was united in iiKirriage to

Sarah A. Haight, an Orleans township sch(xil teacher, who was born in

New York City on March d. 1S22, daughter of Mar;iel G. and Jane (Lynch)
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Haig'ht, the toi nicr of whom was a captain (hiring the \\ ar of iNu, and

who were the parents of eiglit cliiUlren. In i<S34 the Haights came to

Michigan and located in Washtenaw county, where they Hved until the early

forties, when they came over into Ionia county, where Sarah A. Haight

was engaged as a teacher in tlie district schools until her marriage to Mr.

Hall. To Joshua S. and .Sarah A. (Haight) Hall .seven children were horn,

namely: Henry J., who lives just at the western edge of Ionia, on the

state road, in Easton township; Luther E., a farmer, living in section 36.

Orleans township; Arthur N., who lives northeast of Ionia; Ruth, who

married Perry Freeman and lives in Boston township; Frank, who lives on

the state road in Easton township; Ada, who married E. B. Higbee, of

Ronald township, and John A., who now lives in Cuba, where he is engaged

in raising oranges, bananas and ]iineapples. The mother of these children

died on March 17, 1895.

JAMES A. ALDRICH.

James A. Aldrich, a well-to-do retiretl farmer of Boston township, this

county, and an honored veteran of the Civil War, now living at Saranac,

in the southern part of Ionia county, is a nati\e of Canada, but has been a

resident of Michigan siiice he was four years old. He was born at Yar-

mouth, Canada, August i-j, 1841, son of Robert S, and Sarah (Weed)

Aldrich. both natives of N'ew York state, who later became residents of

Michigan.

Robert S. Mdrich was born in .\ew York state in iNii and grew to

manhood in his native state. There he married Sarah Weed, who was born

in 1812, and moved over the line into Canada, where he entered a tract of

land from the government and engaged in farming. Three years later he

returned to New '\'ork state, where he remained until 1845, in which year

he and his family came to Michigan and located at (i.aleslmrg, Kalamazoo

countv, where Robert S. Aldrich worked at his tr.ide, tb;ii of a painter, for

about four years, after which be moved onto w farm in Augusta township,

that countv, where he lixed until he came to loni.i county in 18^)3. locating

on a farm near I'oston (enter. Ten years later, in 1873, he moved to

l-lldorado, Kansas, where he .spent the remainder of his life. Robert S.

Aldrich and his wife were the parents id' four children, of whom but two

now survive, the subject of this sketch having a sister, Melissa, widow of

Fee Davis, who is now li\ing in I'd Dorado. Kansas.
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I;imes A. Altlricli was imt a child when h\> parents came to tliis state

and he received his schooling in Kalamazoo county. At the age of twenty-

one he enlisted for service as a soldier of the Union during the Civil War
and went to the front as a meml:)er of Comijany L, Sixth Michigan Cavalry.

During the engagement at the \'ello\v Tavern in the hattle of the Wilderness

he received a severe wound in the spine. During this hattle while executing

left flank under General Custer, Air. Aldrich received his wound. The Con-

federates were trying to cut off his tlixision. The I'nion army were trying

to capture a Ctmfederate battery and when half-\\a\- toward the battery dur-

ing the charge, subject was shot. He was ilisal>led for further ser\-ice.

.After receiving the wound he was taken to the United States hosjiital at

Point Lookout, .Mar\l;md, and there he suft'ered from g;nigrenc and was

confined there until after Lee's surrender. Subject was honorably dis-

charged in June, 1865. He saw service at the battles of Hanover, Gettys-

burg, I-'alling Waters and ten or twelve other cavalry engagements. Mr.

Aldrich was long in recovering from the effect of his wound, lait upon fnially

regaining his health and strength engaged in farming in Boston township,

Ionia county. He married Mary A. Lawler, of Calhoun county, and after

marriage settled on his farm of eighty acres in Boston township, which he

cleared and cultivated. To that union three children were horn, as follow:

Willard. who was graduated from the law department of the Michigan
State University at Ann .Arbor, but later turned his talents to the service of

the gospel ministry and became a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church,

for some years being thus engaged before his death in California: Robert,

who was graduated from the Saranac high school and is now engaged in

the insurance business in Portland, head of the western branch of the Health

and .\ccident Insurance Company, of .Saginaw, and .Mary .\., who died at

the age of nine months. L^pon the death of the mother of these children

Mr. -Aldrich married Betsy .A. C^cnild, the lirst white child born in Bcjston

township, this county, who died in igoq, without issue. On Movember 20,

igi2, Mr. .\ldrich married Nettie ]. Barber. Ui^in retiring from the active

labors of his useful career as a farmer. Mr. Aldrich sold his farm and mo\ed

to Saranac. where he and his wife are \ery pleasantly situated.

Mr. .Aldrich is a Republican and for years has given his thoughtful atten-

tion to local political affairs. f'"or several terms he served as justice of the

peace in anrl for Boston township, served one term as highway commissioner

and two terms as a school inspector. He is an active member of the local

post of the Hiat P. Clark Post No. 15.?, Grand Army of the Republic, and

is past commander of 'that [)atriotic organizatif)n. lie also is a member of
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Huston Lodge No. 146, Free and Accepted Masons, in the affairs of which

he takes a warm interest, and during the activities of the Grange hereabout

was one of the most infiuential members of that organization, serving for

si.x terms as master of the local grange. Mr. Aldrich sold his farm when he

moved into town aljout eight years ago.

&

BKXJAMIX ANM) JAMKS A'OSPER.

1 he \ osper Brothers, Ijcninniiu and James, well-known l;iw\'ers aiul

lumbermen of Ionia, this couiitv, are native sons of Ionia countv, lia\'ing

been born on a ijioneer farm in Boston township, sons of Richard and Mar-

garet ( Brandt ) \'osper, the former a native of England and the latter of

New York state, ea.rly settlers and honored residents of this countv.

Richard \'os])er was born in the town of Launceston, in Cornwall,

luigland, son oi Benjamin \ os]>er and wife, Ixitli natives of that same

county, the former a butcher, who were the parents of si.x children, Benja-

min, Mrs. Martha 'i'resise, .\nn, Mrs. Mary Wise, Thomas and Richard.

1 he latter received his early schooling in the town of his birth, and at the

age oi fourteen emigrated to Canada, coming thence to iMichigan and after

awhile settling in this reg'ion, having been one of the early settlers in Kent

and Ionia counties. I'Dr a time he followed the carpenter's tratle in (Irand

Rapids, and in 1836 came to Ionia county, purchasing a quarter section of

land in Boston townshi]), a portion of the village of Saranac being situated

on i)art (_)f this tract, and there he spent the remainder of his life. .Xbout

the time of bis coming to this count\', l\ich,-ird N'osper m;irrieil .Margaret

llr.iudt. who was born in \\'a\ne comity, .\ew NDrk, her parents having
been fai'uiers li\ing about twenty nule> from the cit\" of Rochester. She

was the youngest of four children born to her ])areius, the others haxing
been George, John and .Mrs. I'.m.-dine Carveth. .\fter his m.arriage, Mr.

\ osper established his home on his Boston townshi]) homestead, and there

he ruid his wife s])ent the remainder of their lives, for years being recog-

ni/ed as among the, foremost citizens of that comuiuuil\-.

Upon the breaking out of the Civil War, Richard \'osper volunteered

his services in behalf of the Union cause and was commissioned c;i])tain of

shar]jshooters attached to the Twenty-seventh Regiment, Michigan \'olun-

teer Infantry, in wbit'b ^er\ice he coutinued for a \ear ;unl six months,

lie was severelv wmuuled diu'ing the battle of I 'eler-^bui'g and received an
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honorable discharge on a physician's certificate of disabiUtv. At the con-

chision of his niihtary service, Captain X'osper returned to this county and

resumed his place in the community life hereabout. He was a man of

much influence in that -section of the county and for many years served as

justice of the peace. He was a thoughtful student of the law and practiced

law to some extent, but was not regularly admitted to the bar. He and

his wiie were members of the Episcopal church and were among the leaders

in good works in their neighborhood. Mrs. X'osper died in i8Sr. at the

age of sixty-one years, and Capt.ain \'osper survived until i()Oi, he being

eighty-four years of age at the time of his death. He and his wife were

the parents of Hve children, as follows; Martha, now deceased, was the

wife of W. A. Stearns, also deceased, and was the mother of three chil-

dren. Isabelle and Chilton, lioth unmarried and living in New York City,

and Richard, who died in early infancy: Benjamin, of the firm of X'osper

Brothers, Ionia; Mason, a lieutenant in the Cnimi army during the t^ivil

War, who was killed in Ijattle during a charge on the W'eldon railro.id. near

Petersburg; James, of the firm of X'osper Brothers. Ionia, and Mary,
widow of .\aron Clark, of (irand Rajjids. Michigan, who had three sons,

.Aaron \ . and Tdoyd. ranchmen of Colorado, and \rtliur (lark, a resident

of Ionia.

Benjamin \'osper was reared on the ]>aternal farm in Boston town-

ship, receix'ing his elenientarv education in the clistrict schools of that neigh-

borhood, supplementing the same by a course in the Michigan Stale Xormal.

at the conclusion of which he entered the law (lei>artment of the l'ni\ersity

of Michigan at .\nn Arbor, from which he w.as graduated in 1S67, imme-

diately afterward 0])ening an office for the ])r;ictice of his ]irofession in

Holland, this st.ate. where he was located imtil 1X71, in which way he

moved his office to Ionia, where he has ever since been engaged in ;icti\e

practice and is also extensively interested in the lumber business, in partner-

shin with his brother. James. He is also interested in the mim'ng industry

in the U])per jieninsula of Michigan. \\ lien the Ci\il War broke out. P)en-

jamin N'osper joined his father and his jimior brother in offering his ser-

vices in behalf of the Union cause, enlisting in iS^Ctj as a sergeant in the

Twenty-first Regiment, Michigan X'olnnteer Infantry. He w.is nnistered

into the service as second lieutenant in the .Second Michigan ;Lnd ^c-rxed

for more than two years, receiving his discharge on account of disability

at the end of that time, after which he pursued his studies, as set out above.

On May 7. if^7.^. Benjamin \'osper was united in marriage to Lucia

A. Blanchard. who was Ixirn in Ionia, daughter of John C. and Harriet .\.
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(Brewster) Blanchard, ami tn this union one child was born, Blanche M.,

now deceased, who was the wife of Harry M. Morgan, of Buffalo, Xew
^'ork. Mrs. \'osper is a member of the Daughters of the Revolution and

of the Mayflower Society, and both she and her husband are affiliated with

the Christian or Divine Science movement. Mrs. Vosper had two sisters

.Mrs. Hannah C. Ste\enson and Mrs. Nettie A. Todd, and one brother,

John C Blanchard. Jr.. all of whom are still li\ing, her parents being

deceased.

Janies \'osper, younger brother and partner of Benjamin \'osper, also

was reared on the paternal farm in Boston township, and has lived in this

count}- all his life. Upon completing the course in the public school he

entered the \ psilanti .Seminary, from wiiich he was graduated in 1866, and

for several years thereafter was engaged in teaching. He then married

and settled on the old home farm, where he remained for five years, at the

end of which time he formed a [lartnership with his brother. Benjamin, in

the law and lumber business, and has ever since been thus enraged, in later

years giving most of their time and attention to the lumber industry. James

Vosper was admitted to the bar in 1877. The firm has large timber inter-

ests in northern Michigan. Both brothers are Democrats and for years

have taken an active interest in the political affairs of the county and state.

Janies Vosper served as a member of the board of aldermen of Ionia for

two terms, and for twenty-six years was a member of the school board

of the city of Ionia, during which time he serxed as president of the board

for several terms.

On December 28. 1870, Janies \'osper was married to Livonia S.

Holmes, daughter of Mirandy and Sarah A. (.Seil) Holmes. }ilirandv

Holmes was a son of Ira Holmes, a pioneer of Chenango county, Xew
York, from whom the village of Holmesville in said county took its name.

Ira Holmes was the father of five sons and three ilaughters. Mirandy
Holmes came to Michigan with the very early settlers, and worked as a

guuMnith at Utica, M.-icomb county, where he married Sarah Seil. daughter
of H;u"riet Seil. who later became b\- second marriage the wife of Walter

W'cnlwdrth, her maiden name hax'ing been Rockwell. Mrs. Livonia \'nsi)er

has one sister, Mrs. Jetora ( Holmes) .\nderson, of Ovid, and tlire halt

brothers, Charles Fioate, of Hartford, ha Floatc. of ()wosso, and George
Mo,-ite, of Maple Raiiids. also one half sister. Mrs. Lizzie Sessions, of (irand

Rapids, Michigan.

Mr. and Mrs. James \'osper are the ])arcnts of three children: Isolene

v., who married |. B. Chaddock, of Detroit, and has four chiKlren, Doro-
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ihy W'., ^'osper, Paul and Esther; Zaides B., a graduate of the University
of Michigan, who taught school for several years, and is now one of the

force of librarians in the Detroit public library, and Richard II., unmar-

ried, who is engaged in the lunil)er business in Mackinaw county, this

state. Mr. and Mrs. X'osper are members of the Protestant Episcopal

church, Mr. \"osper having Ijeen senior warden of the church for manv

years.

Both families of the X'ospers ha\e long- occupied a liigii pl;ice in the

social and cultural life of the Ionia coniniunity, and are held in higiu-st

esteem by their many friends hereabout.

GEORGE \V. AND JOHN TEBBEL.

George W. and John Tebbel. managers of the Smyrna roller mills,

formerly owned and operated by their late father, W. R. Tebbel, are native

sons of Michigan, (jeorge W . was liorn at Shiawassee, in Shiawassee

county, this state, December 2. 1869, son of \\'. R. and Mary (I'urdv)

Tebbel, the former a native of Canada and the latter of this state.

W. R. Tebbel was born on December 3, 1838, a son of John and

Mary (Comer) Tebbel, natix'es of England, \\li<i had emigrated to Canada,

where they made their home until 1863, in which year they came to Michi-

gan, settling in St. Clair county, where the former died in 1881, his widow

survi\ing him until 1894. W. R. Tebl>el had come to this state a few years

in advance of his jiarents, having come over the l)ortler in i8C)_' ;uid located

in .St. Clair comitw He had learned the miller's trade in Canada and

upon coming to this state followed the same, being stationed at various

places until in 1880, when he bought the old stone mill at Smyrna, this

county, which al that time was i>eing operated by a stock coinij.anv. W hen

Mr. Tebbel took over the old mill he ])ractically reconstructed the same,

]jutting in the new process for manufacturing "patent" flour, installing the

Planifter roller system process of milling, and made the mill what it is

today, soon l)ecoming one of the best-known millers in this section of the

state, and continued in charge of the mill until his death, on Noveml)er 18,

1908. His widow, who still survives him, was born in Plymouth, this state,

daughter of I.ouis and Charlotte ( Bartlctt) Purdy. To W. R. Tebbel and

wife si.x children were born, all of whom are still living, as follow': Jessie,

wife of George Xorthway, of Lowell, Kent countv, this state; George W.,
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Charlotte, wife of William I*.. Williams, of Lansing, this state; Nellie,

whci is at home: John, also at home, and Edna, wife of Fay E. \\'illiams,

of Lansing.

George \\\ Tehhel received his education in the common schools, com-

l)leting the course in the schools at Smyrna, he having been about eleven

vears old when his p.-irents settled at that place. .\t the age of sixteen he

entered the mill with his father and liecame thoroughly familiar with the

milling business. .Since the death of his father, in 1908, he and his brother,

|ohn, have been in practical charge of the mill and have made a fine success

of the same.

On .\ugust 25, 1891, George W. Tebbel was united in marriage to

Eliza .Mc.Xitt. daughter of I). H McNitt and wife, and to this union two

children have l>een l)orn, Winnie, who died in infancy, and William Arlo.

horn on Octt)ber iX, 1906. Mr. Tebbel is a memtjer of Belding Lodge No.

:;55, {-""ree and Acce])ted Masons, and of the lodge of the Maccabees at

Smvrna. John also is a Mason. George \\'. is a Republican and director

of school district No. 2, Otisco township. He was always a great home

ni;in. lie built the home and made many other improvements on the place.

BOUGH Xb:R.

One of the general farmers and stock men of Danby township, louia

county, whose efforts have been rightly directed and have brought success

all along the line, is T. J. Boughner, who was Ixirn in Snydertown, .\orth-

uml)erland county, Pennsylvania. October 28, i84<>. He is a son of Isaac

and La\ina ( Klase ) Boughner, both natives of the same locality in which

the subject of this sketch was born. .Sebastian l-ioughner, grandfather of

our subject, was a soldier in the War of 1812. lie spent his entire life in

the state of Pennsylvania. l'"or many years he was foreman of a gang of

section hands on a r.ailroad. Mis son, Isaac, grew u]) in his native commu-

nitv and worked with the section gang until the spring of i8f>4 when he

came to .Michigan, locating in Macon townshi]). l.en;iwee count), wheie he

rented a farm which he worked for six years, lie moved to Danby town-

shi]), hinia count\-, in 1 S70 ;uid bought <ine hundred and one acres, where

the subject of this sketch now lives. The death of Mrs. Lavina Boughner

occurred in the s])ring of 1872. She was the mother of five children, namely:

Mary Isabella is tlu' wile of 1). ( ',. Kauder and they live in ( 'linton tcnvn-
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ship. Lenawee county: T.
.]..

llie subject of this sketch; Henrietta, deceased,

was the wife of Charles Morgan; Emma Clara is the wife of D. J. Guilford,

of Ionia county, and George, deceased. Isaac Boughner was married tlirce

times. His second wife was Mora Marsh, who li\ed but a few years after

their marriage, dying without issue. His third wife was Louise Barmes.
who lived but a few years after her marriage, dying without issue, also.

T. J. Boughner grew u\) (in the homestead and received a common
school education, remaining uniler the parental roof-tree until his marriage
on September i6, 1874. to Ro.se Towner, who was born .\ugu.st 26. 18^3,
and is a daughter of .Alfred and Harriet (Beck) Towner, natives of Brighton
and Tiffon, England, respectively, and in that country they grew u[), attended

school and were married, shortly afterward immigrating to the United

States and settling at Alassillon, (Jhio, their voyage across the Atlantic

recjuiring eight weeks. After spending about two years in Ohio they
removed to Danl)y township, Ionia county, Michigan, when Rose Towner
was only si.x weeks old, and here they sub^e(|uently bouglu a farn' on which

Mr. Towner spent the rest of his life, .\lfred Towner enli.sted in iSfii in

Company 1-". Twenty-seventh Regiment, Michigan \olunteer Infantry, in

which he -erved until the close of the war. He was an efficient soldier and

rose to the rank of sergeant-major. He took part in man\- of the great

engagements of the war and was wounded in the battle of the Wilderness.

His f.amily consisted of nine children, namelx* : William ('.. who lives in

Portland. Ionia comity; Kose. wife of T. J. I'oughner; Richard li\es in

Danby township: Louisa R. is the wife of Oscar Roselle, and they live in

Cortland, Ionia county: Thomas lives in Danby township: Frederick lives in

Danby townshi]K Sarah is the wife of Sylvester I'ryer and thcv live in the

village of Portland: Alice is the wife of C. Crow le\' and tliev li\e near

.'^t. Johns, Michigan.

.\fter his marriage, T. J. iioughner lived at home a year, then moved

to Portland where he learned the trade of a moulder at which he worked

three years, then bought a farm of one liundred and thirteen acres in sec-

tion 1'), Drniby townslii]). bmia couiitx'. wliuii land w;is unimproved, but

he cleared and developed it into an e.xcelleiii farm and has a good home.

He has two children, iiameU-: ( lara is the wife of LVIian Sanders, of

i'-agle towushi]). ( linton countx', and tluw lia\e two t-liildrcn. Lucile Rose,

born in .X'ovember, \<)\o. and b'.tta Leone, born in July. i^i.V '""' Glenn T.,

who married Ethel Kell\- and they ha\e three children. Bertha, born on

February 8, 1908, Helen. June 1, njog, and Jean Irene. Sei)tember 13, 1912.

Politically. Mr. I'ougliner is a Republican. He was township clerk for
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three years and townsiiip super\isor for four years. He is a member of the

Danby Grange; Portland Lodge No. 31, Free and Accepted Masons; Port-

land Chapter No. 39, Royal Arch Masons, and the Royal Arcanum lodge at

Portland.

MRS. ARMINDA MiJ.LLMAN.

One of the best-known of the sur\ivors of the pioneers in Ionia county
is Mrs. Arminda Milliman, widow of the late Uriah Milliman, of Saranac,

and who at the time of her marriage to Mr. Milliman was the widow of

John H. English, a well-known farmer of this county, who died in 1874.

Mrs. Milliman has lived in Ionia county since the days of her young woman-
hood and there are few, if any, persons in the southern part of the county
who have a more accurate memory regarding incidents of pioneer living

thereabout than lias she.

Armintla Story was born in Livingston county, state of New York on

December 21, iHj", daughter of Urias and Lucretia (Smith) Story, the

former a native of New Hampshire and the latter of Connecticut, who were

married in Xew Vurk state, where they lived until 1S48, in which year they

came with their famil)- to Michigan and located in Boston. Ionia count}-.

Urias Stor)' bought a tract of three hundred and twenty acres, an e\-en half

section of land, in the southern part of Boston township and there he estalj-

lished his home, be antl his wife spending the remaimler (jf their lives there.

Mr. Story was an excellent manager and prospered in his farming operations.

He gave each of his four sons an eighty-acre farm and all did well. There

also were li\e daughters in the family, of whom Mrs. Milliman is now the

sole sur\i\or. .She was twenty-one years of age when the family located in

this county and she took most alily her part in the work of creating projyer

conditions on the homestead, as well as doing all she could do to advance the

general social and ecimumic conditions of the pioneer comniunit\', thus ])ro\-

ing a most active factor in llie development of the social life in that section

of the county.

Jn September, 185J, .\rniinil;i .Story was niiiled in marriage to John II.

English, a nati\e of Tunbridge counlv, X'ermont. who h.id come to Michigan
when a young man. rbe\- settled on a farm in Boston townshi]) and there

Mr. luig'lish spent the rest of bi'^ life, hi-- death occurring in 1874. John
H. luiglish was a good farmer .nul ;i man active in the general affairs of the

comniunitv, long having lieen regarded as one of the most substantial ,'uid
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influential residents of his home townshii). He was the organizer of the

Grange in that locahty, an organization in the affairs of which his wife

also took a warm and active interest, and he also served for several terms

as township clerk. To Mr. and Mrs. English no children were born, but

their warm interest in children moved them to rear several orphaned chil-

dren, who received as considerate care as if they had been their very own.

After the death of John H. l'".nglish his witlow continued to make her

home on the farm, where she was very comfortably situated, and in 1890 she

married Uriah Milliman, who had been previously married and who had a

daughter, Ethelinda, by that first marriage, who died when she was eighteen

years old. Mr. Milliman died in l"el)ruary, 1903, aged seventy-five years,

and in 1905 Mrs. Milliman retired from the farm and moved to Saranac

village, where she has a very pleasant home on Vosper street, and where she

enjoys many evidences of the high esteem in which she is held by the entire

communitv.

NATH.AN B. SHERWOOD.

Nathan B. Sherwood, a well-known retired painter and decorator of

Lyons, this county, an honored veteran of the Civil War, who has been a

continuous resident of Lyons since the fall of 1866. is a native son of Mich-

igan. Ixjrn at Otsego, Allegan county, this state, August 21, 1838, son .of

Hull and Julia A. (Crittenden) Sherwood, both natives of Munroe county,

Xew York, who came to Michigan after their marriage in the East and

settled at Otsego, where Hull Sherwood was engaged in carpentering until

the summer of 1848, when he moved back to his old home at West Brighton,

in Monroe county. New ^'ork, where he spent the rest of his life, his death

occurring on December 23, 1H54. he then being forty-eight years of age.

His widow sur\ive(l him for fortv vears. hci' death occurring at Lyons,

this county, on l-"ebruary 15, 1894.

Nathan B. Sherwood was but si.xteen years of age when his father

<licd and from that time mitil his enlistment in the Union ;irmy for service

in the (ivil W ar he was (|uite unsettled, moving about a good deal from

])lace to ])lace, following the trade of house painter and interior decorator.

but final!}- came back to his native state and at ./Vdrian, in September,

1864, enlisted in Company D, Fourth Regiment, Michigan Volunteer

Infantr)-, for service during the continuance of the war. lie was made a
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corporal and was ])ut on detached service : was assistant cimmiissary serg-

eant and afterward post commissary sergeant at San Antonio, Texas. Mr.

Slierwood was in the service until June, [866, and after he was mustered

out in September of that year came to this county and located at Lyons,

where he ever since has made his home. There he engaged in general

house painting, decorating and paper-hanging, having become proficient in

these trades in his youth at Rochester, New York, and for many years, or

until his retirement from active labors, was thus engaged. Though now

practically retired, his hand has not lost its old-time skill and at the age of

seventy-four he re-decorated the interior of his home and did a very fine job

of it, indeed. Tho'.igh decorating has been his chief vocation, Mr. Sher-

wood has not lieen continuouslv employed in that calling since locating at

Lyons, for he was engaged in traveling for about ten years, as a general

salesman for .pumjis, fanning-mills and agricultural im]>lements.

In May, 1858, Nathan C. Sherwood was united in marriage, in Orleans

countv. New York, to Julietta \Voods, who was born at Yates, in that

county, a daughter of Jeptha and Kliza ( Putman ) Woods, and to this union

three children have been born, Carrie, who married James H. Rose, of

Lyons, and died in June, i'ji2, leaving four children, Mina, Bert, Robert

and Carl; VVinfielcl, well-known laun(lr\inan at Lyons, who married Eliza-

beth Smith, of Pewamo, this county, and has one child, a daughter, Beatrice,

and Leon D., engaged in the' automoliile business at Lyons, who married

Rose Ranger and has one child, a son. Leon Foster Sherwood. In igo8

Mr. and Mrs. .Sherwood celebrated their golden wedding anniversary and

they are still spared to each other and to their children. Mr. Sherwood is

a member of the Grand .\rmy of the Reiniljlic and takes a warm interest

in the affairs of that patriotic organization.

.\DFJ.I"inN MOSS.

.\dcl]ihin Moss, one of the i)est-kno\\n residents ot loni.'i county, a

well-to-do retired farmer of !\'ortli I'lains township, now li\ing in Muir, is

an honored veteran ni the Ci\il War. whose half centur\- of residence in

the Muir neighborhood h;is made him an authority on matters of local

history thereabout. It \\a^ in the fall of iSf)() that Mr. Moss arrived in

Muir— fifty years ago
—and there are hardly a half dozen men left in ibis

town who were liere at that time. X. 1>. llaye-. being the only person li\ing
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on the road past the old Moss home who was a resident of that section in

that year. At that time Muir was a busy, busthnt;- hniiber town, boasting

of four saw-niills, a shingle mill and a sash, blind and door factory running
at full capacity, while the river was full of logs every spring; and Mr. Moss
has been a witness of great changes in the population and industries of this

section since those days. His wife, who was a jiioneer school teacher in

that sectiim. was born in the Muir neis^hborhood and is perhaps the best

living authority on the local history of that part of the county, for she has

witnessed the development of that region since the days when Indians and

wild animals still were plentiful thereabout.

.\delphin Moss is a native of the great lunpire state, born in Pompey
township, Onondaga county. New \'ork. May lo, 1845, son of James Burton

and Deborah (Bush) ]\Ioss, both natives of that same state and well-to-do

farming people. James B. Moss served as a Union soldier during the

Ci\il War. a member of the Eighth New York Heavy Artillery, and as a

result of exposure and privations suffered during his service was ever after

an invalid, his death occurring in the seventies. Another of his sons besides

the subject of this sketch was also a soldier in the Union army, James Moss

now living at Port Byron, New York. In 1862. when seventeen years of

age, Adelphin AIoss enlisted for service in Company C, One Hundred and

Twenty-second Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry, and served until

that regiment was mustered out in July, 1865, the war then being over.

His service covered a period of twenty days less than three years and he

was onl\- twenty years old at the conclusion of his arduous military experi-

ence, his regiment having taken part in the bitter campaigns pushed by the

Army of the Potomac. .Vfter the battle of .Antietam he suffered a severe

attack of typhoid fever and after that was fit only for detached duty, doing

provost or guard duty.

.After he was mustered out Mr. Moss returned to the old home in

New York and remained there a little more than a year, at the end of which

time he came to Michigan, arriving at Muir on October 24, 1866. His

uncle. William Bush, and the latter's brother-in-law owned a pinery near

Sheridan and a farm in North Plains township, this county. Mr. Moss

spent the tir^t winter .after coming here in bis uncle's logging camp near

Sheridan and in the spring of 1867 went to the farm in North Plains town-

ship, where he worked that summer. In August of that year he married

and he and his wife began hou.sekeeping in North l'lain> township, where

for five or six \ears he was engaged in working at the carpenter's trade.

He then bought a farm o\er the line in Crystal towu'^bip. Montc;dni cfmnty,
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and there they made tlieir home tor eight or nine years, at tlie end of which

time they sold the farm and returned to North Plains township, this county,

and settled on Mrs. Moss's old home farm. Upon the death of her father

the place was dividetl, Mrs. Moss receiving a share; Mr. Aloss bought a

jxjrtion of the reni.-iining interests and his son, George, bought the remain-

ing interests, the family thus now owning the whole of the original (juarter

section, comprising the old Aiills homestead. When' their home was burned

on March i6, 1912, Mr. and Mrs. Moss retired from the farm and have

since made their home in Muir, their son, George, continuing to operate the

farm. George Moss, wIto is one of the best-known farmers in that section

of the county, has been a member of the township board for several years.

He married Mary Fisher and to that union five children have been born,

Alta, Lora, Robert, Lois and Bessie, the latter of whom died in infancy.

Alta Moss married Carl Heftier, of Muir, and has a daughter, Ardath.

Another son, Charles Moss, now living at Detroit, married Minnie Troup
and has two children, Duane and Glenn.

It was on August 29, 1867, that .\delphin Moss was united in mar-

riage to Mary jane Alills, who was born and reared on the farm where

George Moss now lives, daughter of Major D. and Lucina (Strickland)

Mills, who had settled there in 1833, the fourth family to locate in that

township. MajcM- D. .Mills was born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts,

but grew to manhood in New York state, where he married Lucina Strick-

land, who was born in Steuten county, that state, and whose parents died in

Ingham county, this state. After their marriage Major D. Mills and his

wife came to Michigan and settled at Jackson, where Mr. Mills built the

first frame house erected in that town. He established a tannen,' there ami

remained there until 1833, when he came to Ionia county and homesteaded

a (juarter of a section of land in North Plains township, the farm now

occupied by liis grandson, George Moss, and there he spent the rest of his

life, a useful and inHuential pioneer citizen. He died on June 12, 1886,

and his widow died on October 9, following. On January 19, preceding,

a son, George Mills, had died and on January 20, 1887, another .son, Alson

Mills, a crippled veteran of the Civil War, died, thus making four deaths

in the family within a year and a day. Major D. Mills and wife were the

parents of ten children, of w liom Mrs. Moss is now the sole sur\i\iir, Iose])h

having died on August 23, 1873; Mrs. Sarah E. Helmer, May 15, 1905;

William, March 19, 1907, and Joel B., June 21, 1907. George. William,

Jule and Alson Mills were all veterans of the Civil War. William Mills
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was the first white child horn at Jackson, this state. Mr. Moss fomierly
was an active nieml)er of the Grand Army of the Repubhc. one of the organ-
izers of the post of that patriotic order at Crystal, and maintained his mem-

bership in the same until it disbandefl on account of failing numbers.

BROOKS FAMILY IN IONIA COUNTY.

The first ancestor of the Brooks family in America was Thomas Brooks,

who came to America from Suffolk, England, about 1630, and settled first

in W'atertown, Massachusetts, then Concord. He became a furrier by trade,

but held many offices by appointment of the court, one of which was to

prevent drunkenness among the Indians. He seems also to have been inter-

ested in land values, for there is recorded a purchase by him of four hundred

acres in Metlford, a town eleven miles from Boston, btu now a part of the

city, for which he paid four huuflred and four pounds.

The descendants of Thomas Brooks for a generation or two lived

mostly in Massachusetts, but later spread to all the New. England .states,

and from there to the West and South. They have been more or less

eminent in all the walks of life, ecclesiastical, cix'ii. commerci.'d and indus-

trial, specializing in ship-building and farming.

As heroes of the Colonial, Revolutionary and later wars they have ren-

dered patriotic service. One, the Hon. Ebenezer Brooks, was a delegate to

Boston in 1776 to form the Constitution of the United States, and again in

17SS to ratify the Constitution.
,

The name Brooks first appears in Ionia County, Michigan, 1846, when

one, William Brooks, l)orn in 1802, came l)y o.x team with his wife and nine

children from St. Lawrence county. New York, locating in Ionia township,

finally taking up two hundred and twenty acres, and devoting his life to

farming. His eldest child was about twenty years of age and his youngest
less than a year. He died in i86g. and his wife, Caroline CKent) lirooks,

born in 1803, whom he married in 1824. died in 1887, both being buried in

Ionia.

'i'he parents of Caroline Kent were Nathaniel KeiU and Mannah ("Mead)

Kent. Hannah Mead had first married Luther Dorwin, by whom eleven

children were born. hVom the marriage to Nathaniel Kent one daugliter.

Caroline, was born. The Kents. like the Brooks, originally settled in .Massa-

chusetts and actively figurerl in the Colonial and Revolutionary wars, which
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the time demanded, Kent's Hill, Maine, being named after one, Nathaniel

Kent.

The direct descendants of William and Caroline (Kent) Brooks are,

Caroline E., William, Jr., Alinerva, Milton B., Nathaniel K., Curtis, Stephen,
Erastus and Angelo.

The parents of William Bnjuks were Caleb Brooks and Hannah (Ellis)

Brooks, born in the Green Mountain state, but during the latter years of

their lives resided in New York.

Caleb entered the Revolution at thirteen years of age. He also fought
in the War of 1812. He made a visit to his son in Michigan in 1855 and

died in Antwerp, New York, at the venerable age of ninety-seven vears, and

his wife died there after she had pas.sed her one hundredth birthday.

The branch of the Brooks family with which this history especially

deals is Nathaniel Kent Brooks, fifth child of William and Caroline (Kent)

Brooks, who was born at Gouverneur, New York, 18,^1, came to Ionia

county about fifteen years of age, and was ap]:irenticed as a miller by trade,

but, preferring the open life, he early took up farming in Ronald township,

Ionia county, where he bought and cleared one hundred and forty acres of

land. He married, December 10, 1854, Emily A. Locke, whose first ances-

tor in America was one William Locke, who came to .\merica from England
at the age of six years in 1828. Records show that his parents died before

he embarked, and he came with a faniil\- by the name of Davies. He grew,

prospered, and married, December 25, 1855, Mary Clark. He left nine

children, and these scattered, some going North and some West. Emily A.

Locke's father was Bezaleel, who came to Ionia county, ^Michigan, 1847,

from Jefferson county. New York, where he lived twelve years, going there

from Massachusetts. His father was Reuben, and his grandfather, Ebene-

zer, and great-grandfather, ^\'illiam, and before him. ^^'illianl. Jr., then

William, Sr.

The children of Nathaniel K. .-ind b'mily (Locke) Brooks are as follow:

Marion (died young), Lillie V.. Lida A. (christened Eliza) and Dwight Z.

Lillie married, November <). 1881, James H. Tibbitts, of Berlin town-

ship, Ionia county, moved to Wasiiington, D. C. and was for many years

in employ of government, later associated with Carnegie Endowment for

Peace. lie died, 1913. greatlv resi)ecled ;uid l)elo\ed for hi-^ kindh and

beautiful life. To Lillie and James 11. Tibbitts were born (ireeta

Marion, i88.|, .uiil Russell 1).. born i8()3 (unmarried). Greeta married.

June 3, IQ09, at Washington. D. ('.. W. R Dear, surgeon in United ."states
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Army, and tlieir cliiklren are, R. B. Dear, born 191 1, and Florence, born

1914.

Lida (christened Eliza) married. September 15, 1885, in Ronald, Tonia

county, Michigan, Louis P. Miller, a noble and self-made man, whose father

had l)een scalped by the Indians near Decatur, Texas, in 1867, while on a

deetl of mercy to a fellow man. Louis P. Miller, born January 17, 1855, of

i'erlin township, Ionia county, moved to Chicago, Illinois, and engaged in the

publishing business. The husband dying in 1891. the wife carried on the

l)Usiness until 1908. when she retired from l)usiness.

liorn to Lida (Brooks) and Louis P. Miller, two sons: Stanley

Nathaniel Miller, April 24. 1888, graduated Cornell University, 1912. T.

Palmer Miller, born June 29, 1890, graduated Dartmouth, 1912, both

unmarried at present time.

.\])ril 18, 1912, Lida (Brooks) Miller married, at Syracuse, New York,

.Mr. James Taylor, of Wingate, Westhoughton. Lancashire, England, for

many years philanthropic worker in India and Africa.

Dwight Z. Brooks married. August 29. 1895, at Sparta, Michigan,

.\dine Hutchins Hinman, a descendant of John Alden. of "Mayflower"

fame. No children.

FRED E. CAHOON.

Fred E. Cahoon, a well-known and prosperous farmer of Boston town-

ship, this county, proprietor of "Pleasant Hill I-'arm," a well-kept and profit-

ably cultivated place of one hundred and thirteen acres in section 12, of that

township, is a native of Wisconsin, having been born at Baraboo, in Salt

county, that state, October 16, 1862, son of Willard and Caroline (Hicks)

Cahoon, lioth natives of Lorain county, Ohio, who later became promi-

nent residents of this county, where their last days were spent.

Both Willard Cahoon and his wife were reared on farms in Ohio and

were there married, .shortly after wiiicli they moved to Salt county, Wis-

consin, where Mr. Cahoon Ijought a considerable tract of land and also

engaged in the saw-mill business at Baraboo, where he remained until 1865,

in which year the family came to Ionia county. Willard Cahoon bought an

eighty-acre farm in Keene township and was also engaged in the brick busi-

ness at Saranac, at the same time being interested, as a partner, in a tneat

market in the same village. In 1877 he liought the place where his son, the

subject of this sketch, is now living, the old \'ospcr place, and there estab-



200 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

lished his permanent home, continuing to retain the Keene township farm,

which he had increased to two hundred acres, and established an extensive

hopyard. WiUard Cahoon was a progressive and up-to-date farmer and

prospered in his operations. His wife died in March, 1909, and his death

followed something more than a year later, August 7. 19 10. They were

the parents of four children, namely: Jesse S., who lives in Keene town-

ship, this county; Fred E., the subject of this biographical sketch; Lewis M.,

of Keene township, and Kittie, wife of Dr. George M. Gould, of \'alley

Ford, Washington.
Fred E. Cahoon received a high-school educaticm and at the age of

twenty years engaged in partnership with his father, in the mercantile busi-

ness at Bonanza and Lake Odessa, this county, and was thus eneaeed for

three years, at the end of which time his father sold his interest in the busi-

ness to S. A. Watt, of Saranac, and the store was merged with that of the

latter at Saranac. There Mr. Cahoon continued in partnership with Mr.

Watt for three years, at the end of which time the partnership was dis-

solved, Mr. Cahoon retaining the l>oot and shoe business, which he continued

at Saranac for ten years. He then moved his stock to Ishpeming and was

engaged in business in that city for three years and nine months, after

which he mo\'ed to Ionia, where for three years he was in business. Then,

on account of his father's failing health, he returned to the Saranac neigh-
borhood and for some time was engaged in managing the elder Gaboon's

affairs, in the meantime, however, continuing his lx)ot and shoe business.

T>ater he moved his stock to Matchwood, Ontonagon countv. and was engaged
in business there for four years, at the end of which time he sold the store

and bought a ranch of one hundred and sixty acres at Matchwood, Ontonagon
county. While operating that ranch the condition of his wife's parents'

health required the removal of himself and wife to the farm of the latter's

parents, the old .\masy F. Lee homestead, and he bought this place shortlv

after moving onto it. In addition to his extensive farming and live stock inter-

ests, Mr. Cahoon is actively identified with other interests and for some

time has l)cen the local agent for the l)cl.a\al cream separators, for the

l-"armers Mutual Fire Insurance Comijany ;m(l for the Indiana .Silo Com-

pany. He is a Democrat and for three years serwd as clerk of Keene town-

shi]>, ever being active in general public affairs, a li\e "booster" for all

worthy home enterprises.

On November 25, 1885, I'Ved E. Gaboon was united in marriage to

Cora L. Lee, who was born in this county, daughter of Amsy F. and

Augusta Lee, prominent residents of this county, and to this union four
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(.hilclreii ha\e heen Ijorn, as follow: Sheldon and .Mauricf Amasv, who li\t'

in Matchwood and own the ranch tliere, each owning eiojhtv acres: (ila(l\s

AugT-ista. a graduate of the Saranac high school ami of the State Normal

School at ^'psilanti. who is now a teacher in the public schools of Rattle

Creek, this state, and Arthur l'".d\\;ird, who is connected with the plant of

the Packard Automobile Company at Detroit. Mr. C'ahoon is an active

member of Boston Lodge Nf). 146, Free and Acceirted Masons, of which

lodge he was secretary for seven or eight years, and is also a member of

Hooker Chapter Xo. 73, Royal .\rch Masons, of Li)well. He also is active

in the affairs of Keene Grange No. 270 and for several years was secretar\'

of that ix)i)ular organization.

GEORGE W. AMSDEN.

George W. .\msden, cashier of the State Bank of Pewamo, this countv,

and one of the most energetic voung liusiness men of Ionia countv, is a

native .son of Michigan, bom at Alma, this state, .\pril 2, 1888, son of

Arthur D. and Agnes A. (Halstead) Anisden, now living at Saginaw, this

state, where Mr. .\nisden is engaged as chief nuisici.an of the Thirtv-third

Regiment Band, Michigan National Guard.

Arthur D. .Aiusden was born at Joliet, Illinois, a son of Capt. .\lbert

.and .Mary Catherine (Joslin) .\msden, and was about two years old when
his [jarents came to Michigan and settled at Lyons, in this county, where

he grew to manhood and married. He early became a |)rinter, but all the

tiiue was pursuing his musical studies ruid became a master of band instru-

mentation. .\t Lyons lie m.arried .\gnes .\. f-falsted, who was lM)rn in that

\il!age. daughter of Wallace and Demeris Halstead, picjueers of that place,

and some time later mo\ed to ( )shkosh, Wisconsin, thence to ^'oungstown,

Ohio, and troni there to Springlield, Massach\isetts, where he was engaged
as chief musician of the .Second Regiment, .Massachusetts National (niard.

for about four years, at the end of which time he returned to Wisconsin

and was further engaged in musical ]nn'suits at .Marinette until he was called

to take charge of the Thirty-third Regiment Band. .Michigan .National

Guard, then stationed at Menominee, and was there located until regimental

headijuarters were transferred to .Saginaw, since which time he has made
his home there, continuing to direct the regimental band, now known as the

Thirty-third Regiment.
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George W. Amsden was two years old wlieii his parents left Alma and

moved to Wisconsin, and during the further changes of their residence he

maintained his place in the various schools which he attended and was gradu-
ated from the high school at Marinette, Wisconsin, in 1907, though his

home was across the river in Alenomiiiee, this state. I'Vom childhood he

had been carefully trained in music and while in Menominee was principal

musician in the band of which his father was chief musician. After his

graduation from high school he located in this county and became assistant

cashier in the private bank of \\'el>l)er &: Ruel at Pewamo. After the death

of Mr. \\'ebl:>er, he and Mr. ixuel bought the Webber interest in the bank

and continued the same under the firm nruiie of Ruel & -\msden. bankers,

Mr. Amsden acting as cashier. Un I'ebruary 15, igib. the bank was

incorporated as a state bank and Mr. Amsden continues as cashier of the

same and a member of the board of directors. He also is a partner in the

bank at Hubbardstown, which is ojjerated under the firm name of L'um-

mings, Ruel & Amsden, and is recc)gnizetl as one of the most energetic

young bankers in this county. I'^or some time he served as treasurer of

Lyons township and has also served as clerk of the village of Pewamo.

He is a member of Pewamo Lodge j\o. 405, b'ree and .Vccepted Masons, and

takes an active interest in lodge affairs.

On Novemljer 30, ii)ii, George W. Amsden was luiited in marriage
to Maude Somers, who was born in Pewamo, ilaughter of Charles P. and

Alma H. (Bissell) Somers, both natives of the state of New York. Charles

Philip Somers was born in South Dover, Dutchess county. New York, Octo-

ber 16, 1843. son of i'Vederick and Roby (Marc\-) Somers. the former a

native of Pennsylvania and the latter of New \'ork state. During the Civil

War he was emi)lo\cd in the Hotchkiss shot ami shell factory at Sharon.

Connecticut, and upon the completion of that service came to Michigan,

locating at Portland, this county, where he spent the winter with an uncle.

He then went over tcj Lyons and was engagi'd in the photograjjh business

there for a year, at the end of which time he began clerking in the \\'ebher

store there and was thus engaged for several \-ears, after which he went

ox'cr to Pewamo and l)ouglit the .Mcb'arlane hardware store, whicli he oper-

ated for twelve or fifteen years, or until \qoo. when he sold the store and

engaged in farming at the north edge of the town and was thus engaged
until his retirenieiu in n.'i^. It was in 1869, shortly after engaging in

business at Pewamo, that ( harles P. Somers was united in m.arriage to .Alma

Harriet Bissell, who was born in \ ates county. New \'ork. in 1850, daugh-

ter of Nicholas and I'lliza A. (Sn\-derj Bissell, who came to Ionia county
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about i860 an dlocated on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in section

12, Lyons township, where they established their home. There Nicholas

Bissell died and his widow married Benjamin F. Hunt and moved into

Pewamo. After the death of Mr. Hunt his widow made lier home with the

Somers family and with them spent ihc rest of her days. Ten acres of the

old Bissell liomeslead is now a part of the cori>oration of Pewamo and of

the original homestead Mr. Somers now owns one hundred anrl eighteen
acres. He is a Republican and has served as clerk and treasurer of Lyons

township. He is a Mason and takes a warm interest in Masonic affairs.

To Charles P. and Alma II. ( Bis.sell ) Somers six children have been

lx)rn, five of wliom are still living, one, a daughter, Nellie, having died at

the age of eighteen years, the others being as follow : Cora, who married

George Burhams and li\es at I-ansing, this state: Louis C, who luarried

Marjorie Hetz, of Muskegon, and now lives at San Bernardino, California;

Bessie, who is empkned in the Cummings bank at Carson Cit\-, in the

neighboring county of Montcalm: Jay, who married Maggie Gee and lives

on a farm one mile snuth of Pewaiuo, and Maude, who married the subiect

of this biographical sketch.

Mrs. Amsden graduated from the Pewamo high .school, atcnded the

Mt. Pleasant State Normal two terms, taught school in Pewamo in 1908-09,

was a pupil in the New England Conservatory of Music at Boston, .Massa-

chusetts, for one year. Returning to Michigan, she took up school work at

Muir, where she taught in the grammar department for one and one-half

years, when she resigned to marry Mr. Aiusden. She is at present actively

engaged in teaching ])iano and voice.

WILLIAM IIi:Nl)i:USHOT.

\\ illiam llendershot, \eteran lilack>mitli at Lyons and une nf the best-

known residents of Ionia count\-, is a native of the great Lmpire state, but

has been a resident of this county since he was eighteen years old. He was

born in the village of Jerseyville, in Ontario county, Canada, June 19, 1843,

son of .\bram anil (_'harlotte ( \';m Sickle) Hendershot, the I'lirmer also a

native of New \ ork state and the latter of Canada, .\ijram Hendershot

was a blacksmith and his son William literall)- grew u]) at the forge, becom-

ing an expert smith even as a boy, also learning wagon-making.
In 1862, he then being eighteen \ears of age, William Hendershot
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came to Michigan, with a tine ilftermination to "grow up with the country,"

and located in Ionia county, where he has h\ed ever since. He had no

difhcuUy in tin(hng plenty of work and soon hecame recognized as a definite

fixture in the comnuinit\- up about Aluir. After he had been here about

six years he married and established a shop of his own at what then was

known as I'rine's Corners, nuw Ihjx's Corners, in the southeast part of

Ronald township, about three miles from Aiuir. T.ater he moved his shop

to Wood's Corner's, in the same township, and there he did \-ery well. That

was before the days of the railroad in that section and there was much

wagon travel past his shop, a constant feeder for business in his line. After

awhile conditions seemed more promising at I'alo and he moved his shop

to that ]joint and was located there for a time, later moving to \'ickeryville,

thence- back to Ronald townshi]) and on \i)ril i, 1899, to Lyons, where he

set up his present sho]) and where he has been engaged in business ever since.

During his long residence in the northeastern part of the county, Mr.

Hendershot has seen much of the growth and development of this region

and has taken no small part m the W(jrk of [jromoting that development.

In his earlier davs liere he was aci|uainted with most of the pioneers and

when in a renuniscent mood can narrate some very interesting stories of

the old busy logging days.

Mr. Hendershot has l)een twice married. It was in 1868 that he was

united in marriage to Julia Warren, who was liorn near the town of Water-

town, Xew \'ork, daughter of William Warren and wife, who had come to

this countv, settling in Ronald township, near Literary Hall. To that union

four children were born, as follow: Minnie, who married Fred Brown,

now living at Charlotte, tins state, and has two children, Gladys and Ronald;

(ieorge, who married Ivdith (iardner and now lives at Grand Rapids: Frank,

who married Hattie Greeland ;m(l now lives at St. Johns, and Bertha, who

died when about six years of age. The mother of these children died m

1879 and in 1880 Mr. Hendershot married, secontUy. Ida Wilson, who was

born in Jefferson coimtw (3hio. Her father, a soldier of the Union during

the Civil War, died in th.it sei-\ice. .She grew to womanhood in Ohio and

then came to this count\. To thi> union two sons have been born. Harry

H.. born m iSSi. who :s as.sociated with bis father in business at Lyons,

married ( ora Gardner and has mw rbild. a daughter, Maxine, and Oscar

Clyde, who married lielle Herman and is now living at St. Johns.

Mr. and Mrs. Hendershot arc members of the Baptist cbunii and take

an active interest in the various beneficences of the same. Mr. Hendershot

is a Ma.son and l>oth he ;md Ins wife are members of the Lyons chapter of
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the Order of tlie luistern Star, of which .Mrs. Hendersliot is now worthy
matron, taking a very useful part in the affairs of that organization. Mr.
Hendershot also is a nieniher of the local '•lent" of the Knights of the

Maccabees and in the affairs of all these organizations takes a warm interest.

JOSEPH Si'lTZLl'IV.

One of the most enterpiising farmers and stock raisers of Portland

township, Ionia county, is Joseph Spitzley, who was horn on i<'ebruary i.

1876, in the above named township and c<junty, a .son of Anthony and

Catherine (Smith) Spitzley. The father was Ixjrn in the Rhine countr\.

dermany, and when nine years old his parents brougin Inni to America,

locating in Clinton county. Michigan, where he grew to manhood and

attended school. His father took up eighty acres from the government,
which he developed and on which he and his wife spent the rest ni their

lives. After iiis marriage .\nthony Spitzley bought land in bmia conntv
where he spent about sixteen years, then, his parents having died, he pur-
chased the old homestead, where he has since resided, t'atherine Smith,

mentioned above, was born in Westphalia. Germany, and her parents brought
her to the United States wlien she was two years old, the familv locating
in Portland township. Ionia county. Michigan, just across the county line

from the Spitzley family, and there Catherine grew u]> and attended school.

To Anthony Spitzle\' and wife ele\'en children were born, eight of whom

grew to maturity, and seven are now living, namely: W'illi.ini resides in

Portland township: John lives in Ionia: Theresa is the wife of Peter Thelen

and they live near Lowell; Joseph is the subject of this sketch: h'rank is with

his parents on the lujuiestead: Clara is the wife of John llufnagle and thev

live in Clinton comity ; Susan is the wife of .\nthony (ioodman and thev

live in Danby township. Ionia county.

Joseph Spitzle\- grew up on the home farm and attended the distrfet

schools, remaining at hcjme inUil he was niarried on ( )ctol)er 17, 1899. to

Catherine Hufnagel. a daughter of Anthony and Helena ( Hanses) Huf-

nagel. Her mother was the daughter of John Hanses, who was one of the

first settlers of Westphalia township. Clinton county, and he named both

the township and the village. Helena was born in that townshii). reared

and educated there, .\nthony Hufnagel came here from Westphalia, Ger-

many, when a poor Ixjy. making the trip alone, and he met and married
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llelena Manses in Westphalia township, Clinton county. After his mar-

riage he moved to the Lake Superior region, in the northern part of Mich-

igan, but later returned to Clinton county.

At the time of his marriage Joseph Spitzley mo\'ed to an eighty-acre

farm in section 24, Portland township. Ionia county, where he remained

thirteen years, finally adding a forty-acre tract to his original farm, which

he still owns, then bought a farm of one hundred and six acres in 1913

where he nuw lives in section j/. He has kei)t his land well iiuproved and

has a good home and numerous substantial outlmildings. He carries on

general farming and stock raising extensively, making a specialty of Ohio

Im]3roved Chester hogs. His family consists of si.x children, namely:

Anthiiny j. is attending high school; Mary K. is attending school; Leona

S., I^izabeth and Katherine are all in the local graded schools, and Helen

T. is at home.

Politicall}-, .Mr. .Spitzley is a Democrat. He made the race several

times for township su]3ervisor and once for township treasurer. He is at

present vice-president and manager of the Portland lelephone Companx'

and is a stockholder in the same, also a stockholder in the h'armers Elevator

Company of Portland. He and his family belong to the Catholic church in

Portland.

AUGUSTUS FRl':i)ERICK KLOTZ.

Many German born citizens ha\e come to Ionia county, .Michigan, and

by good management have become owners of valuable farms. One of this

number is .Vugustus I'rederick Klotz, of Orange tow'nship, who has been \ery

successful both as a general farmer and raiser of blooded live stock. He

was born in Wurtemberg. (iermany, December i, 1838, and is a .son of

jnhn C. and Frederica (Treiber) Klotz. Augustus F. Klotz s])cnt his boy-

hood in his native land and there received iiis primarv education. He was

fourteen vears old w lien his parents brought him to the L'nited States,

locating near I'hnunilli, .Micliig;ui, where his father worked out by the

month for two vicars, then, in the fall of 1S55 bought lortv acres in section

23, Orange township, Ionia county, wiiich l;ui(l is now owned by the subject

of this sketch, and the father located on this land in the autumn of 1855.

over si.xty vears ago, and here the father spent the balance ol hi> lite, dying

in i8(j4, his wife following him to the grave three days later. They were

the parents of six children, three of whom suv\ i\e, namely: John \\'. li\es
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in the town of Portland: Rosina is the wife of Alexander Gibhs. of Orange
township. Ionia county, and Augustus 1-'.. who is the eldest of the three.

He grew up on the farm where he worked when a boy, and received his

luiglish education in the district schools here. His brother, fohn, served

awhile as a soldier in the Union army during the Civil War. In the spring
of 1866 Augustus F. Klotz settled on his forty acres and began farming for

himself, a few years later buying the adji lining fortv acres of his brother,

John, and he has continued to reside here ever since, or for a half century,

during which he has cleared, improved and dexeloped his land into as fine a

farm as ma}- be found in the township. After the death of his father he

bought the homestead of forty acres, which he later gave to his .son, when
he started in life for himself. He and his son own land consisting- of two
hundred and twenty acres, all in section 23. Orange township. In connec-

tion with general farming he raises large numbers of live stock, specializing
on Durham cattle and Poland China hogs, his place being known as the

"Orange Dale F"ann," in which his son, Fred Klotz, has an interest.

August F. Flotz was married on February 25, 1866, to Sarah A. Nich-

olson, a daughter of Hiram and Susan (Moore) Nicholson, who came to

Ionia county from New York state, but were married in ( Jakland couniv.

Alichigan. They were of English and German descent. He was born in

Batavia count}- and his wife in Herkimer county. New York. Thev came
to this state when }oung. He was a sur\eyor and met her while on a trip

through Michigan, she having pre\iously mo\-ed to Oakland county with her

parents. He subsequently became county surveyor. Three children have

been born to ]Mr. and Mrs. Klotz. Nellie R., born on January 9, 1867, died

on October 12, 1900: .she was the wife of .\ndrew B. Goodwin, an attorney
of Carson City, Michigan. Alta F., born on February 3. 1875, died on

June 2, 1882. A. I'red. born on May 2t„ 1879, married Ruby Davids, lives

on the home farm, which he operates for his father. He was supervisor of

Orange townshi]^ during 1912 and 1913. and was townshij) clerk for two

years previous. He has one child, Mildred Margaret, born on June 5, 1905,

and she is now attending school.

Mr. and Mrs. .Augustus F. Klotz are members of the Methodist church

of Orange, and he has always taken a very acti\'e interest in rhnrcli work, and

has l>een a menil^er of the board of trustees for a number of years and is

now a steward, while his son, Fred, is a trustee. The son is also a memlx^r

of the Grange, Portland Lodge No. 174. .Augustus F. Klotz has l>een a

member of the Orange Grange for a numl)er of years. I'olitically he is a
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RepublicLin, and he cast his first \ote for Abraham Lincohi. He has never

sought pul)Hc office, but was elected highway commissioner in 1881 and

served one term.

REV. ELAM EDGAR Bl^Ax\CH.

The Rev. Elam E. Branch, pastor of the First Baptist church of Ionia

and editor-in-chief of this volume, is a native son of Michigan, having been

born at Alamo, in Kalamazoo coimty, this state, March 3, 1871, son of

the Rev. Elam and Helen E. (Xelson) Branch, the former also a native of

Michigan and the latter of the state of New York, both now deceased.

The Rev. Elam Branch was born on a farm in \ an Buren county, this

state. January 31. i8-|.2, son of Eaton and Wealthy (Clark) Branch, natives

of Xew York state and pioneers of \'an Buren county, this state, who were

the parents of six sons, Ira, Elam, Francis, I.uther. ^\'iIliam and Eaton.

The elder Ivaton Branch became a well-to-do farmer and a man of large

influence in his community. He lived to be upwards of eighty years of age.

His wife, who preceded him to the grave, died at the age of fifty-four.

Elam Branch, the second in order of birth of the six sons above enumerated,

was reared on the home farm and early turned his attention to the ministry

of the Congregational church, becoming one of the best-known missionary

preachers in the Michigan home field. He married Helen E. Nelson, who

was born at Gaines, Xew York, daughter of Moses and Nancy Jane ( Beck-

with ) Nelson, also natives of New York state, who came to ^Michigan at an

eariv dav and became pioneers of Jackson county, later moving to \'an

Buren county, where they spent the remainder of their lives, well-to-do and

influential farming people. Moses Nelson lived to be eighty-four years of

age. His widow lived to the great age of ninety-one. They were the

])arents of six children, X'aleria L.. Marcus S.. who was killed in battle while

serving as a soldier of the Union during the Civil War; Dayton and Edgar,

who died in early infancy; Delos, who died in childhood, and Helen E.

To the Rev. Elam and Helen E. (Nelson) Branch three children were

born, Tesse M., who died in 1890; .\m;mda. widow of Frank IL Eawton

and now residing at Ellsworth, this .state, and the Rev. Elam E., the imme-

diate subject of this biographical sketch. Rev. Elam Branch, who was an

ofificer in the Union army during the Ci\il War. died in 1874 and his widow

married, secondly. Eynian Cooper, to which union one child was born, a

dauo-hter. T\a M.. who married Charles Thomas, oi l^llsworth, this state.
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Mrs. Cooper died at the home of lier son, the Rev. Elam E. Branch, at

Ionia, March 20, 1912, she being sixty-six years of age. During the lifetime

of her first husband she was a member of the Congregational church, but

after his death she united with the Baptist church and was an active and

earnest meml)er of the ^a^K' the rest ni her life.

I'dam Iv Branch was three years okl when his father died and he was

reared in the home of his maternal grandparents, the Nelsons, in \'an Buren

county. He grew up on the farm and attended the public schools at Law-

rence, lieing graduated from the high school there. He earlv had determined

upon the Ciospel ministry as his calling in life and upon leaving the high

school diligently pursued his studies with that end in \iew. Three years

later he was ordained a minister of the Baptist church and was installed as

pastor of the Baptist church at Tackson\ille. Iowa, at which place he took

his ordination x'ows. Xot long afterward a call was extended to him by the

congregation of the Baptist church at Hartford, this state. He accepted the

call and for two years was stationed at Hartford as pastor of the church at

that place. He then was called to Nashville, this state, where he remained

for nearly six years and from which place he went to Kalamazoo, where he

was stationed for about five years, at the end of which time he acce])ted

the call extended by the congregation of the First Baptist church at Ionia

and in 1905 entered ujjon the duties of pastor of that congregation. During
his ministry in Ionia. Mr. Branch has strengthened the church in many ways
and has rendered an admirable service, not only in behalf of the peo])le of

his church, but in l)ehalf of the community at large. A fluent s])eakcT. a

man of scholarlv attainments, and deeplv interested in all things which jier-

tain to the deeper and more permanent life of the people, he commands the

respect and esteem of the entire coiuniunit\-. Mr. Branch is a member of

one of the oldest families in the country, the founder of the name in this

country having been a Branch who came from the north of England in

1629 and established his family in Massachusetts, nine years after the land-

ing of the "Mayflower" pilgrims.

On January 21, 1891, Rev. Elam E. Piranch was united in marriage to

Jennie M. Gorham. who was Ixsrn in \'an Buren county, this state, daugh-
ter of Bradford (". Corham and wife, the latter of whom was a Shaw,

lx)th natives of this state, and the i)arents of four children, ("hark-s, Will-

iam. .\delbert and Jennie. The mcnher of these children died when her

daughter was a child and Mr. Gorham married again, having two children

by his second marriage, one of whom, Mrs. Nellie Devine, is now living in

^I4a)
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Illinois. Bradford C. Gorham was a veteran of tlie Civil War and a well-

known and substantial citizen of \'an Buren county. Airs. Branch is an

admirable helpmeet to her husband in the e.xacting- duties of his pastorate.

Both she and Air. Branch take a warm interest in the social and cultural

activities of their home town and are hel<l in high regard throughout the

entire county. Air. Branch is a member of Ionia Lodge No. 36, Free and

Accepted Alasons; of Ionia Chapter No. 14, RoxaKArch Alasons; of Ionia

Council No. 14, Royal and Select Alasters, and of Ionia Commandery No.

I I, Knights Tem])lar. He is also a member of bmia Lodge No. 175. Inde-

liendent (Vder of Odd I^ellows, and in the affairs of both the .Masons and

of the Odd Fellows takes a warm interest.

ORSON V. FROST.

Among the painstaking tillers of the soil and stock raisers of Portland

township, Ionia county, is Orson V. Frost, who was born in Wayne county,

New York, August 22. 1849. He is a .son of S. C. and Aliriam ( \an -\uken)

Frost. The father was born in Wayne county, New York, and was of Eng-
lish descent, three brothers having come to America from England man)-

generations back, and settled in the state of Connecticut, later removing to

the state of New "\'ork. S. I". Frost was reared on a farm in his native

county and there received his education and married. .Miriam \'an .\uken

was a native of Orange county. New ^'ork, where her parents li\ed on a

farm, and she was descended from the earliest Dutch settlers, her ancestors

liaxing Come to this countrv at the lime I lendrick Hudson located a colony

along the great river that bears his name. .S. C. and Miriam I'rost spent

their married life on a farm in \\'a\ne countx', .\'e\\ ^'ork. and dietl there.

To their union six children were born, iiameh' : Alansoii died when two

years old; Orson \'., the subject of this sketch: Charles li\es in I'ortland

township, Ionia comity: Levi died in iSfn. when eight vear>- old: William

lives in Portland townshii), Ionia counlv. and a miu that died 111 iiilancy.

Orson \'. I'rost's father died when lie was si.x \-ears old and four years

later he left home and began life for himself, working out as a tanii h.and

during the summer months and attending school in the winter time. When
twelve years old he went to Cavuga counts, in his nati\e state, where he

continued working oil f;irms during the crop scasoii!- and attending school in

the winter until he was sexenteen years old. when, in the spring of 18(17, he

came alone to Ionia county, Michigan, ;u-ri\ing in Portland township with
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very little money, and here he worked out as a farm hand until his mar-

riage on Deceml>er 22, 1875. ^ Calista H. Maynard, a daughter of James
F. and Martha (Andrews) Maynard. He purchased the eighty-acre farm

where he now lives in 1877, in section 16. Portland township. Here he has

resided continuously and has made a comfortable living as a general farmer.

His wife was called to her rest, after a lingering illness, on April 11, 1913.
Three children were torn to Mr. and Mrs. Frost, namely: Franklin S.

died when four years of age; George E. died in infancy, and Harry \",,

who was educated in the local .schools, is at home assisting his father on

the farm.

Politically, Mr. Fro.st is a Republican. He served as justice of the

peace for seven years consecutively, and ga\e eminent satisfaction. He has

been a director in school district No. 2 for the past thirty years, also a

moderator, but is not acti\e at the present time. He has done much to

improve the local schools. He and his son are both members of Portland

Grange Xo. 174, the father having been ma.ster of the same from 1909 to

1912, inclusive. He has always manifested a livelv interest in all move-
ments for the general good of his communitv.

ERNEST A. LaSELLE.

Another enterprising farmer of Ionia county who is making a specialty
of raising blooded live stock in connection with his general fanning is

Ernest A. LaSelle, of Orange township. He was born in Ronald township,
this county, .April 22, 1868, and is a son of Thaddeus and Francis (Bernard)
LaSelle The father was l)orn in Steuben county. New York. The
ancestn- may be traced back to F.lder Brewster, of French-English blood,

who came to .\merica in the historic ".Mayflower." in 1620. Thaddeus
LaSelle lived in his native state until he was eighteen vears old. then came
with his parents to Michigan, the family locating in Ronald town.ship, Ionia

county, where his father, .\ylnier LaSelle, purchased two hundred and

forty-six acres on which he spent the re.st of his life. Thaddeus LaSelle

first married Emma Warner, who was born near I'ewamo, but she sur\'ived

only a year after their marriage. His .second marriage was to Frances

Bernard, who was born in Ionia township, this county. Her death occurrerl

in 1874. Three children were born to the second union, namely : Ernest

A., the subject of this sketch; \'crneh'a is the wife of IVtcr Grieve, of Port-
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land, this county, and Nanlie, who died when fourteen years old. Thaddeus

LaSelle married Emma Brown for his third wife, and she .still survives.

His death occurred on Deceniljer 4, ic;i5. after a long, honorable and suc-

cessful life.

Ernest A. LaSelle received his educati(jn in the district schools of Ronald

township. He remained at home until he was eighteen years old, then

started out in life for himself. He went to Grand Rapids where he secured

employment with the street railway company, breaking horses, remaining
with the company one year, then returned to Portland and hired out by the

month on his uncle's farm where he remained a year, then hired to D. O.

Miner one year. On April 22. 1891, he married Bertha Miner, daughter of

D. O. and Annis (DeLap) Miner. John Miner, grandfather of Mrs.

LaSelle brought his family from the state of New York to Ionia county,

Michigan, in 1837, ''"^ entered land from the government in what is now
Portland townshi]>. His son, D. O. Miner, was born a week after the

family arrived in this county. Annis DeLap, mother of Mrs. LaSelle, was

born in Portland townshij), this county, and was a daughter of Dean and

Phoebe DeLap. Soon after their marriage, D. O. and .Annis (DeLap)
Miner settled on the farm in Portland township, which his father took up
from the government and there lived until 1870. To their union five chil-

dren were torn, namely: h'red lives in I'ortlanil; Clara is the wife of

Frank Whitcomb, and they live on a farm in Danby township; Lucy died

when fourteen months old; Bertha, wife of the subject of this sketch: Grace

is the wife of Herbert Tubbs. of Portland, Michigan.

Mrs. LaSelle grew to womanhood on a farm and received her educa-

tion in the public schools and the Portland high school, graduating from

the latter in 1887, after which she taught in the district schools of Orange
and Portland townships for three years.

h'.rnest A. LaSelle rented a farm north of Portland for a year after

their marriage, then for two years he was emploj-ed in a lumber yard in

Portland, after which he mo\ed on the Griffin farm in Portland township
where he remained ele\en years, and in the spring of 1909 bought his

present farm of ninety-two and one-half acres in section 23. Orange town-

ship, and in connection with general farming he is making a specialty of

raising purebred Holstein cattle, his fine herd being headed by "Long Beach

Petereja Beets," No. 116192. He keeps good live stock of all kinds except

sheep. He is also a stockholder in the Portland Elevator Com]>any.

To Mr. and Mrs LaSelle three children have been born, namely:
Bernard J. died when nine years old ; Annis Frances is attending high school
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in Portland: Ruth is also a student in the Portland high school. Fraternally,

Mr. LaSelle is a member of Portland Lodge No. 31, Free and Accepted
Masons. He is a Republican, and has been a member of the board of

review of Orange township two full terms. He and his family belong to

the First Baptist church in Portland, of which he is a trustee and he has

long been active in church work.

W ILLIAM SPITZLEY.

.\n ad\ocate of twentieth-century methods of general agriculture and

stock raising is William Spitzley, of Portland township, Ionia county, and

therefore he has been highly successful in his vocation. He was born in

Westphalia township, Clinton county, Michigan, December 4, 1864, and is

a son of Anthony and Catherine (Smith) Spitzley. The father was born in

Germany and when nine years old he came with his parents to the United

States, the family locating in Westphalia township, Clinton county, Mich-

igan, near the Ionia county line. They had very little capital, but went to

work with a will and established a comfortable home and here the parents

spent the rest of their lives. On that farm .'Vnthony Spitzler grew to man-

hood, met and married Catherine Smith, who was born in Germany, from

which country her parents brought her to .America when she was three years

old, the father buying a farm in Ionia county, Michigan, near the Clinton

coimty line, and there she grew to womanhood, .\fter his marriage Anthony

Spitzley engaged in the saw-mill business with his brother-in-law, William

Smith, for a year or two, then bought eighty acres where his son, William

Spitzley, now lives, and here resided about si.xteen years. He also bought

forty acres in section 13. He and wife make their home with their son,

Frank Spitzley, in Clinton county. To these parents seven children have

l)een born, named as follow: William, the subject of this sketch: John
lives in Ionia: Theresa is the wife of I'eter Thelen, of Lowell, Michigan;
Clara is the wife of John Hufnagel and they li\e in Clinton county; Joseph
lives in Portland township, this county; brank lives on his farm in West-

phalia tounshi]), Clinton county, and .Susan who is the wife of .Anthony

Goodman, of Danby township.

William Spitzley grew to manhood on the limine farm and received a

common-school education. On October 30, 1888. he married Mary Thelen,

a daughter of Peter and Annie (Pung) Thelen, both nati\es of (icrmany,
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fruiii which country their parents brought them to the United States when

young and here they grew up and married, and are still living in West-

phalia township, Clinton county, Michigan.

To William Spitzlev and wife twelve children have been born, namely:

Theresa, Catherine, Anthony, Anna, .Arnold, Louie, Henry, Ida, Amelia.

Rosella, Lorina and Genevieve. These children have been gi\en educational

advantages either in the public nr parochial schools.

Mr. Spitzley is a Democrat in politics. He and his family belong to

the Catholic church in Westphalia. He has been school director in district

No. 6, Portland township, for the past three years. He is a stockholder

in the Portland Elevator Company.

LAMBERT B. STRUBLE.

Lambert B. Struble, a well-known and well-to-do pioneer farmer of

Lyons township, this county, is a native son of Ionia county and has lived

here all his life, ha\ins thus been a witness to all the wonderful develop-

ment that has marked this rei^ion during the past generation. He was born

on a pioneer farm in Portland township, December 27, 1847, son of Sidney

anfl Harriet (Adams) Struble, the former a native of the state of New
York and the latter of Pennsylvania, who became pioneers of Ionia county

and spent their last days here.

Sidney Struble was born in Yates county. New York, in 1816, son of

Adam Struble, who was of German parentage, and grew to manhood there.

He married Harriet .Adams, a voung school teacher, who was teaching in

the neigliborlKJciil of his home. She was liorn in Br;idford county, Penn-

sylvania, in 181 7, daughter of Gains and Cynthia (Kent) .\dams. In 1843

Sidney Struble and wife came to Michigan and became nunil)ered among
the earliest settlers on what then was known ;is the l'"ast i Mains, in Lyons

township, this county. At that time there was Init one house on the site

of the present town of .Muir. tlie house of Doctor Bl.'mchard, which stood

at a point near where the depot at Muir now stands, and the country in tli.it

part of the conntv was just beginning to be settled. Thus the ."^trubles

became numbered .imong the very earliest settlers in that neighborhood .and

took a ])rominent and useful part in the work of de\eloping jiroper social

and economic conditions thereabout. Mrs. Struble taught the first school

opened in the vicinity of Last Plains, conducting the school in the log cabin
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in whicli she and her luisliand hcL;an In )nsekeeping". Later tliev nicned to

the townshij) of Portland, wliere tliev honght a farm ami made their home

until the spring of 1856. when they mo\ed to a farm near Mnir, where

the\' sjient the rest of their li\es, her death occurring in 1903 and his in

1906. The\ were the i);irents of ti\e children, of whom the sul)ject of this

sketch was the second in order of birth, the others being Cynthia Mary,
now deceased, who married Harland b^dwards ; Emma Julia, the widow of

Burgess X. Hall; b.dward S. and i 'boebe jeannette, deceased, who \v;is the

wife of George Bennett.

Lambert B. Struble grew up on the home farm and on July 2, 1874,

was united in marriage to Corinthia Williams, who was l)orn in Branch

count}', near Coldwater. this state, wbn had cmue tn this C(iunt\- when se\ en-

teen years of age \\ith an aunt, with whoiu she had made her home since

she was orphaned at the age of six, locating at Muir. After his marriage
-Mr. Struble Ijought a farm of eighty acres in section 8 of Lyons township,

two miles northeast of Muir, and there has luade his hume e\-er since. His

farm is well improved and pr(jtitably cultivated and he built a fine house

in the fall of 1907. His farm now comprises ninety acres and his only

son, Harry, o^\ns a farm of lifty acres adjoining. Mvs. -Struble died on

May 12. 1908. just four nmnths after the family had got settled in the new
home. She was an earnest member of the Disciples church and was ever

active in local good works. ;\lr. Struble is an elder in the cjiurch of that

denomination at Muir, of which he has been a memlier for forl\--nine vears.

Harry .Strnlile, only son of Lambert W ;md ( drinthia ( .\d;ims ) Struble,

was born on .\pril 12, 1876. He was graduated from the Muir high school

and with the exception of seven years s])ent as a rural mail carrier from

.Muir, has (le\-oted his whole life to farming, being recognized as one (jf

the most substantial farmers n\ that neigbbnrhood. lie ni;ikes his home
with his father in the house on the old lionie ])lace. Harry Struble was

united in marriage to Daisy Mills, daughter of William and Emma Mills,

uliM died on May 12. 1013. lea\ing a daughter, Ruth, born on March 10,

1902. On June 16. nji.S. Harry Struble married Nellie Settle, who was

bom at Muir, daughter of William and bdlen (Sullivan) Settle, the former

of whom was lH)rn in I'iltsburgh, PennsyKania, son of John and Elizal)eth

Settle, the former a native of England, wIk) died in Ohio, after which his

widow, who wa> born in ("incinnati. came to Michigan with her children

and settlefl at Muir in 1867. There William Settle grew to manhood and

married I-dlen Stdlivan, who was born at Muir. daughter of Patrick and

Bridget (Wing) Sullivan, both natives of Dublin. Ireland, who were mar-
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ried after their arrival in this country. Thev came tu Michigan ckiring the

fifties and settled at Ahiir, where Mrs. SuUivan kept a boarding house for

the construction crew while the railroad was being built through that ])art

of the county. William Settle and wife still make their home in Aluir.

To them twelve children were born, James, l<dizal)eth, Otien. Una, Mabel,

William, Jennie, Nellie, l.ouva, Patrick, Don and Chester.

S. A. WATT.

S. A. Watt, veteran merchant at Saranac, who has been actively iden-

tified with the business interests of that place since just after the close of

the Civil War, during which time he has been prominentl}- cuncerned in all

movements looking to the advancement of the general interests of that

thriving little city, is a native of Ohio, having been born in the village of

Carrulllon, Carroll county, that state, December 13, 1S45, son of David .\.

and Julia .\. (Gallaher) Watt, both natives of rennsvlvania, the former of

Scottish (lescent and the. latter of Irish descent. The branch of the Watt

family with which S. .\. Watt is connected was founded in this countrv bv

three I)rothers of that n.ame who came from Scotland man\- generations

ago and settled in Philadelphia.

Not long .after their marriage in Pennsylvania Daxid A. Watt and

wife moved to Carroll county, (^)hio, where Mr. Watt shortlv afterward

recei\ed from the go\ernor of that state tlie apiiointment of sherif? of the

county in which he lived, that having been in the da\s when the shrievaltv

was controlled by executiv-e appointment. lie was holding that position

when the law making the sheriff an elective oflicer was enacted and he was

elected first sheriff of the comity, to which office he was re-elected for three

or loiu" succcssixe terms. He then engaged in newspa])er work at Mt.

(lilead, Ohio, .ami was there thus engaged for live years, at the end of which

time he mo\'cd to Mansfield, same ^t.nte. where he engaged in the agricul-

tural' implement busines> with ll.ill \' Allen and wa'- with them for three

years. lie then moved to bindlaw ( )bio. wlu'ri' he established a b.ardware

store and there he spent the remainder of his life, his death occurring in

i(S6i. Ills widow survived him many \-ears. she living to the great age nf

eighty-eight years. Thev were tiie p.arents of six children, of whom the

subject of this sketch is ninv the sole survivor. The others -were fames.
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J<.ihii 1'.. Mary JaiK-, I'^sther and Scott. James and John F. W'atts. brothers

of snbject, ser\ed in the Ci\il War. James served first in the Twenty-first

Regiment, Ohio X'okmteer Infantry, under tlie one hundred days enhstnient

scheme and lie then enHsted in the Forty-ninth Ohio and ser\-ed until the

end of the war. John F. enHsted in tlie 1'\venty-first Oiiio for three years

service, and served to the end of the war. Both are now dead.

During the progress of the Oi\il War. he then being fifteen years of

age, S. A. Watt went to IndianapoHs, Indiana, to visit his brother-in-law,

will) was (|uartermaster of the h'ifth \'eteran Reserve Corjis in camj) in tiiat

cit\-, and wink* there became ac(|uainted with D. F. Frazell, a former Sara-

nac merchant, who wa.s serving as suttler of the camp, and he was employed

by Frazell to helj) in the latter's store there and for two years was thus

engaged, during which time he made arrangements with l<"razell to enter

the latter's employ at Saranac at the close of the war. Returning' to Find-

lax- he spent the following winter in school there and in the spring came to

Ionia countv, entering Frazell's empli^v, being engaged as timekeeper and

bookkeejier in l-'razell's stave and heading factory and grist-mill at Saranac,

where he was engaged for two \-ears. during wdn'ch time he learned the tele-

graph business and became a com]:)etent o]ierator. When Lee & Goodell

opened their bank at Saranac, the first bank established in that village, Mr.

A\'att was employed as liookkeeper and opened the first set of books in that

bank. After a year of this service he was employed by G. A. Cotton aufl

in the latter's store also performed the duties of e.xpress agent for the

Merchant and Union Fxpress, a forwarding comi)anv of that dav. later

absorlied by the .\merican Fxpress Company. He remained with Mr.

Cotton until his appointment in 1B73 as mail agent over the Pere Marquette,

which position he held for ten years. In the meantime he had married a

daughter of Mr. Cotton and when that oUl merchant died the subject of this

sketch bought the store. Three years later he resigned his position in the

mail sersice and took active charge of the store and has been thus engaged

ever since, being now the oldest merchant in continuous business in Saranac.

Mr. Watt has also been local manager for the Western Ibiion Telegraph

Company at Saranac since 1867 and local agent for the .\merican Express

Company from 1877 to 191 2. He is a Republican and has e\'er taken a

warm interest in local civic afifairs, having been president of the village for

two terms anrl townsbi]) clerk back in the seventies : always ready to assist

in anv mrwement designed to advance the interests f)f his home town.
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On Scpteinl)er 6. 1870, S. A. Watt was united in marriage to Alice A.

Cotton, daugliter of G. A. Cotton and wife, early residents and prominent

pioneers of the Saranac neighbnrhood, the former of whom for years was

one of the leading merchants of the village, and to that union three chil-

dren were Ijorn, as follow: Dr. C. l.a\erne Watt, a well-known ilentist at

(irand l-'apids. a graduate of the Saranac high school, of the Columbia Col-

lege at Washington. D. C'.. and of the Detmit Dental ( Ollege, and. in

former days, was an expert telegraph operator; the Hon. J. Clyde Watt, a

graduate of the Saranac high school and of the law department of the

Uni\ersit\- of Michigan, a ])ri)minent lawyer of this county, who for two or

three terms served as a memlier of the .Michigan state Legislature and as

clerk of the state Senate for one term, and Stella May, wife of X. J. Oglevie,

a well-known dealer in hardware at Saranac, Ionia. The mother of these

children died on March 3. igo6. She was prominent in the work of the

Episcopal church at Saranac and for years served the congregation of that

church as organist. She also took an actix-e part in the affairs of the local

lodge of the Daughters of Rehekah, Mr. Watt formerly having been one

of the leaders in the local lodge of the (3dd I'ellows. On October 12,

if)i4. Mr. \\'att married Mrs. Cora Henri, of Grand Rapids, and he and

his wife arc very comfortablv situated in their pleasant home at Saranac.

Mr. Watt has the largest store in Saranac and keeps a general line of mer-

ch.indise. He was the first merchant here who established the practice of

paying cash for produce.

FRED CUTLER.

I'rcd (."utler, a well-known ;ind progressive farmer of L\-ous township,
this county, proprietor of a tine farm of one hundred and sixtv acres, situated

al)out two miles northeast of Muir, is a native son of Ionia count}', born at

.Smyrna, in Otisco township, h'eljruary 1. 1865, son of William and Exii-

line ( Severcool ) Culler, both natives of this state and both of whom spent

their last days in this count v.

William Cutler was a son of Rnglish parents who came to Michigan
at an early d;iv and settled in the southern part of Calhoun count\-. .\t an

early age W illi;mi ( 'utler was left an or]ib,in, and he grew to manhood on

his own resoiu'ces, beidiiiing a farmer. He was twice married. I lis first

wife left four children, nwv son and thrt'c daughters, at her death, liv his
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marriage to l-^NaliiU' Severcuol. who IkuI grown up in Ionia county, daugli-

ter of Henry and Ruth Severcool, the former a nati\e of New jersey and

the latter of this state. WilHani Cutler was the father of four children, three

sons and one daughter. In the latter si.xties he moved from Smyrna to

Orleans township, this county, where he bought a farm three miles east of

Uelding. and there he died in jH~2. His widow remained on that farm the

rest of her life.

Fred Cutler was se\"en years old when his lallier died and when he

was ten years old he left liome and began working '"for his keep," until

such a time as his services <m a farm should l)e regarded as worthy of a

definite wage. His first wage was at the rate of four dollars a month, and

he gradually progressed in value to his employers until he was receiving

seventeen dollars a munth. When nineteen \ears old he rented a farm

and began working on his own account, doing so well in that line that after

his marriage in the fall of 1888 he was able to buy an eighty-acre farm in

Orleans township, wdiere he established his home and where he remained

for ten years, at the end nf which time he sold that place to ,'idvantage and

Ixjught a farni of one hundred acres in Clinton comity. Not finite a year

later he accepted a good offer for that farm and then bought a farm of

eighty-se\'en acres in Gratiot county. Three years later he sold that ]ilace,

returned to Ionia count)- and bought the farm on which he is now li\ing

in the Aluir neighborhood and where he and his family are very well situated,

their hospitable home being one of the most comfortable there.about.

On November 14, 1888, in Orleans township, this county, Fred Cutler

was united in marriage to Nellie Smith, who was born at Homer, in ( 'al-

houn county, this state, daughter of Marcus and Sarah A. (Carmichael)

Smith, early settlers of that county, who came from New Jersey. In 1852

the Smiths came from Calhoun county to Ionia county and settled in Mather-

tnn, where the\- lixed until 1869, when they mined ontO' a farm in Orleans

township, where Marcus Smith died in 1880. His widow survi\ed him

eight years, her fleath occurring in 1888. Marcus Smith was a blacksmith

during his early life, but during his residence in Matherton ke])t a hotel

and was thus engaged until he moved to the farm in 1869.

To h'red and Nellie (Smith) Cutler one child has been horn, a son,

Flmer D., born on September 15. 181;:;. who is an able assistant to his father

in the work of o])erating the home f.irm. On his twenty-first birthday,

September 15, 1914. I'.lmer I). Cutler was united in marriage to Myrtle

Racon and to th.at union nne child has been born, a son, l\a\inond Cecil,
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Ixirn on lanuary -'4, i<)i6. Mr. and Airs. Cutler and their son are mem-

bers of the Methodist church and the latter's wife is a member of the

Presbyterian church, all taking- an earnest interest in neighborhood good

works. Both Mr. and Mrs. Cutler are members of the Gleaners and take

a wariu interest in the affairs of that organization.

CHARLES F. DURKEE.

Charle.s K. Durkee, prosperous farmer and stockman, proprietor of the

"Lythewood Farm"' located about five miles north of Lake Odessa in Ber-

lin t(iwn>hip, Ionia county, Michigan, was born in the township wdiere he

has passed his entire life, on December 21, 1856. He is a son of Charles

M. and Jane E. ( Hubbard ) Uurkee, the former a native of New York state

who came with his parents to Ohio and in his young manhood located in

this county.

Charles V. Durkee is one of a family of seven children, five of whom

are living. L. H. Durkee, a brother, is a farmer in Odessa township, this

cduntv; F. M. farms near Sebawa : D. D. is in Odessa township and E. W.

farms in Berlin township. Charles F. received such education as was

obtainable in the district schools of this section when he was a boy and

remained with his father on the farm until after he had attained his majority.

lie united in marriage with Lizzie Lodisa Brown and their daughter, Wava

Arlene, was born February 19, k;o6. Mrs. Charles U. Durkee is a daughter

of the Rev. Henrv .\. Brown and Lois Ellen Flubbard. his first wife, and

the sole surviving child of their family of three. Chloe \iola died in

infancy anil ('harles Henry died at Sandpoint. Idaho, September 18, iqi.V

The Rev. Henrv Almon Brown Avas the youngest child of the family of

thirteen children of Hosea and Chloe l5rown and was l)orn at Concord,

Lake countv, Ohio, November 6, 1833, where his early life was spent. He

was bis mother's favorite child and she was his first teacher, using the I'.ible

as a te.xt book from which he learned to spell and read. He attended the

public .schools and later the preparatory school at Hiram, ( )hio, after which

he engaged in teaching and other educational work for several years. While

first a member of the Methodist Ei)iscopal church, he later united with the

Bai)tist church and began preparing himself for the nunistry. In i8r)() he

accepted a pastorate at Toledo. Iowa, where he was ordained into the

ministry .-nul then followed m,-iny years of active work in leaching and
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preaching as well as other helpful service. Tlie Uev. Henrv A. Brown was
a professor of language at Des ]\Ioines, Iowa, ant! was one of the founders

of the University of Des iMoines. He was of I'uritan stock and was a

descendant of one of General Washington's guards. His first wife died

March 31, 1804, and in Xovemljer of i8q6 he was united in marriage with

Mrs. Emily Waugh of Alhia, Iowa, who died on July 31, iQC*}. The Rev.

Henry A. Brown died April 2, 1914. having filled his years with helpful
work for all mankind.

Charles F. Durkee is one of the prosi>erous farmers of his section, own-

ing three hundred and sixtv acres of excellent land, all of w^iich he has

earned himself. His entire life has been spent in the one locality and he

stands high in the estimatinn of those among whom his life has been been

spent. Politically, he is a Democrat, although giving no special attention

to this phase of citizenshi]). Mrs. Durkee is a member of the Baptist
church.

JOHN WRIGHT FORTUNE.

John Wright Fortune, one of the best-known retired farmers of this

county, now living comfortably retired at his pleasant home in Muir, is a

native of the great Empire state, having been born in Vates township,
Orleans county, New York, November 9, 1847, son of George and Susan

(Wright) Fortune, the former a native of Scotland and the latter of the

state of New York, who later became pioneer residents of Ionia county,
where their Ikst days were spent.

George Fortune was born near the city of Cilasgow, Scotland, ni 1809,
and was but seven years old when he came to this country with his parents,

John and Susan Fortune, in 1816. The familv settled in St. Lawrence

county. New York, and there George I'"ortune lived until he was twentv-four

years of age. 'I'here he became engaged to marry Susan Wright, who was
born in Flerkimer county. New York, daughter of Timothy and Sarah

(Brown) Wright, and in 1833 decided to come West and take a homestead
in the Territory of Michigan, preparatory to marrying and setting up a home
of his own. With that end in \iew he came to Ionia countv and joined his

uncle, George ^'ounger, who had settled here some little time previously,
and who is said to have been the first white man to settle in Ionia county,
he having located on a homestead in the south part ai Konald township,
where the county infirmary was later located. George I'ortnne walked ;ill
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the way troni Detroit to Ionia county, foliuwing Indian trails and camping
with Indians on the way. Upon arri\ing liere he found employment in a

saw-mill, which was located on the site of the present Nickel Plate mill,

and presently entered a claim to a quarter of a section of Congress land,

the northeast quarter of section 2S, .\orth Plains township. On this pioneer

tract he built a log house, cleared twent}- acres, planted t;he same to wheat,

established his residence and then went back home to claim his bride. Though
he had never written to her during the three years he w'as absent, she

remained true to her troth and kept other suitors at a distance. They were

married immediately after his arrixal at the old home, but in the meantime

word (jf the Glass tragedy
—the burning to death of the Glass family in

their cal)in home in the northeastern part of this county, presumal)ly b\-

Indians, had reached the l^ast and the l)ride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wright,

interposed such strenuous objections to their daughter's dejjarture for the

home that had been prepared for her in the wilderness, that Air. h'ortune

remained in New York and set up his first home there instead of on the

homestead farm he bad prepared in this county. His father, who remained

in New York, became the owner of four hundred acres of land there. He

reared a family of nine chiUlren and li\etl to be ninety-five years of age,

the last twenty-five years of which time he was compelled to use crutches.

Upon settling down in .\ew \'ork, George Fortune sold his Ionia county

homestead, but in 1854, when the subject of this sketch was not quite seven

years old, he returned to this county, bringing his family with him. and

located near the Nickel I'Lite mill, presently buying a home in section _^.

Ionia township, where he li\ed until the death of his wife in March. 18O8,

after which he made his home with his son. John W'., the remainder of his

days, his death occurring on December 3r, 1887.

|ohn W. I'ortune grew up on llu- home place :il the north edge ol Ionia

township and farmed there until his recent retirement from the farm and

removal to Muir. At the age of eighteen he began to work for himself,

his first earnings being applied to the payment of a mortgage on his father's

place. l'"or seven years he worked at farm labor, "by the month." ;md then

bargained for a farm, incurring an indebtedness of two ihous.md three linn-

dred dollars. This he paid off in due time and presently became the owner

of fifty-si.\ acres in Ionia township, where he made his home, and eighty

acres across the line in Ronald town>liip. At the lime of his m.arriagc in

1870 he began keeping house in a log cabin, but in 1884 erected t)n his place

a fine brick house and five years later a barn that was regarded as one of

the finest in the counlv. In i<)u(i .Mr. I'ortunc sold that farm to advantage
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and bought eighty acres in section 7. Lyons township, the place wliere Lester

Ross now hves, and there he made his home until 19 10, in which vear he

retired from the active labors of the farm and moved to Muir. where he

now resides and where he is \ ery comfortably situated, bor twelve years
-Mr. Fortune was director of his .school district and upon moving to Lvons

township was elected road overseer, a position he has held ever since.

Mr. b'ortune has been married twice. On Deceml)er 3, 1870, he was
united in marriage to Lorlie b".. bike, who was born in llartland township,

Niagara county, Xew York, daughter of Lmory and Elvira (Wright) Pike.

Siie taught school five terms in her native state. To this union eight chil-o
dren were born, as follow : ( )ne who died in infancy, unnamed • Augustus
V... unmarried, who is living with his sister, Mrs. Sarah bxklev, in Ronald

township, this county; Susan b^Ivira, who married Bernard Dalzell, a farmer

living in the northwest part of Lyons township, and has one son, Stoughton |. :

X'ictor bVederick, of Jack.son, a railway mail clerk, who married Adelaide

Rotherniel. who died in .\ugu.st, 1913; George, of Medina, New York, who
married Ada Ives and has two children, Claire and Dorris : Sarah .\delaide,

who married Herbert b>kle\ . a farmer of Ronald townshi]), and has three

children. Howard liugene, John 1 lenry and Donald Herbert; l-'.arl, who died

at the age of si.\ months, and an inf.uU that died umiamed. The mother
of these children died on February 11, jyoo, and on .\ugust (>. 1901, Mr.

I-'ortune married Mrs. Mary .\. (Raymond) I-lckley, widow of William

Henry jickley, a farmer of Grand I '.lane, this state, who died on September
-'-'. i8(;j. Mrs. I'V)rtune is also a native of the b'mpire state, l>orn at Johns-

burg. Warren county. New 'S'ork, daughter of James Madison and Rachel

( Hewitt ) Raymond. She was given an academic education and began

teaching school. h;i\ ing l)een thus engaged in her home stale for one term

before her marriage to Mr. I'xkley, who was born near ( ir.ind P.lanc, this

state, and lived there rdl bis life. To that union eight children were born,

namely: ("harles. who died at the age of twenty-two months: .\ni\-. wlio

married Theodore Ridgewav, of bdint. this .state, and died on M<-arcli I

11)1 I, leaving si.\ children. Mary, lie.ssie, Cora, M\rtle. Harold ;ind l.etha :

Lulu, who married Levi (line, who died leaving twn children, l.ois ;md

l,a\'erne. after which she inarrieil I'.ert Hill, to which second union three

children have been b(irn. John, label and Ruth: 1 )elbert H., a member of

the [""lint fire department, who married Ella Ross and has one (laughter,

firace, who married Ray Larrabee, of Flint, and has a son, Frank Delbert ;

I'rank Raymond, of I'eini \;iu. .New York, who marrii-d .Maud Moon and

has a' daughter. Irene M.ary: Herbert, a fanner of Ronald towii'^bip. who
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married Sarah Adelaide Fortune, daughter of Juhn W. Fortune, as noted

above; Mark, who died in infancy, and (iokhe May, who died when about

two years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Fortune are earnest nieniliers of the Pres-

byterian church and take a warm interest in the general beneficences of the

same, as well as in all neighborhood good works.

JAMES RENWICK.

.An honored \eteran nf the Ci\il \\ ar and a successful farmer of Keene

tll\\n^^llil), l(inia county, is James Renwick of near the village of Saranac.

lie was born in Scotland, June 30, 1842. antl is a son of John and Jennette

(Henderson) Renwick, who were born, reared, educated and married .
in

Scotland and lived there until 1854, when they came to the United States,

locating in Ontario county, Xew \'ork, remaining there two years, removing

to Michigan in 1856, locating in Keene township, Ionia county, develoi)ing

a good farm. The father was active in bettering the conditions of his com-

munity. Jle and his wife belonged to the Presbyterian church. They were

the parents of seven children, two of wiiom are deceased. Agnes is the

widow of Charles Dickinson of Illinois: James, the subject of this sketch:

Archibald li\es in Alt. Pleasant, Alichigan : Moses is a lumber man at Green

Bay, Wisconsin: ( ieorge li\es in Keene townshij), Ionia county.

James Renwick was jiast ten years of age when he came U) the United

States. He had attended the public schools in .Scotland. He remained on

his father's farm until he was nineteen years old, when he enlisted in Com-

])an\- 1). 'I'hird Ivegiment, Alichigan X'ohnUeer Inf.antr)-, in b'ebruary, 1862.

and was sent tcj the \rmv of the Potomac nmler (ien. George B. McClelhui.

He was wounded at the battle of (irovetnu. which penuanenth' disabled him,

and remained in the hos])ital until i8(>_|, and was honorably discharged in

the same vear. As soon as be was ;ible he returned home and has since

(kwoted his attentinn to general farming, and owns a good place of one

hundred acres.

Mr. Renwick w;is married tn Flleii J. l\enwick (no relation). .She

was born in Canada. Ai)ril 11. i85_>, and her parents l>ri>uglit her tn Mich-

igan when she w;is two and one-half years old, and here she grew to woman-

hood and was educated in the ]niblic scho<ils. Her parents. John T. and

Mary (Laing) Renwick, were both nati\es of the state of Xew ^'ork. but

her grandiiarents were natixes of Scotland, Irom which country the\ came
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to t!ie L'niteil States on their wedilmt^f trip. Mr. aiul Mrs. Keiiwick h;i\'e

adopted one daii,y;hter
—Olive M. Arnold, horn March i6. 1884, a graduate

of the Saraiiac hiy;h school, wlio is single and lives at home.

Mr. Renwick is a nieinlter of the Hiat P. Clark i'ost Xo. 153, (irand

Army of the l\ei)ulilic. lieing the present commander, while his wife is a

member of the Relief L'orps, of which she was formerly treasurer and

secretary. He is a meml)er of Boston Lodge No. 146, Free and Accepted

Masons, having been made a Mason March 2y. 1865; and a demitted mem-
ber of flooker (. ha]>ter. Rutii he and his wife are charter members of

\ alley Chapter i\o. 276, Order of luistern Star, of which their daughter is

a meml)er, and she has held manv of the offices in the saiue.

Politicall), he is a I-iepublican, and he has served as justice of the peace
in his township.

TOHX G. CHAPPLE.

Chief among the older and highly esteemed citizens of Berlin town-

ship, Ionia county, Michigan, is John G. Chajiple, who Avas born in luigland

in 1831 and is, therefore, in his eight\-fifth year. He was thirteen vears

of age when he came with his parents to the United States and had pre-

viously received excellent schooling. The family located in New York

state, where young John also attended school for a time. When he reached

young manhood, the call of the West came to him and he followed it,

remaining however but a short tijne. when he turned his face eastward and

stopped in Michigan on his return. He was in this state at the begimiing
of the Civil W ar, when he enlisted as a ])ri\ate in Company L Twenty-first

Michigan NUlunteer Infantry, serving faithfully ti> the close of that con-

llict.

Alter the cjuse mI the war. jnhn I i. ( happle returned to .Michigan and

took up farming in Ionia cmmty. meeting with success commensurate with

his efiforts. He owns a fine farm ni one hundred and twenty acres in Ber-

lin township a short distance from I'erlin ("enter. Mr. Chappie was mar-

ried in 1872 to Lydia M. .\ldrich. a daughter of Rufus and Hannah (Spear)
-Mdrich. Mr. .\ldrich wa> in the same regiment as Mr. Chappie during the

war. To Mr. and Mrs. Chappie four children were born: .Mice, who
married Walter Lee. lives on subject's place: William \\'., deceased; Orman

J., deceased: and I'Vanklin W., deceased.
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Mr. and Mrs. Chappie both aim for success in lite, hut nt the highest

kind, dollars being a secondary consideration. Mrs. Chaiiple is a woman
of rare and pleasing traits, who has throughout the years been a iielpful

companion. Both are ilevout meniliers of the Methodist Episcopal church

and for a number of years he was >u])erintendent uf the Sunday school at

Berlin Center, a member also du the official board, serving now in like

capacity in the South Berlin township Sunday school, and despite the handi-

caps which age must impose on him, is always prompt in attendance, rarely

missing a Sunday. l'oliticall\- Mr. Chappie is a strong adherent of such

principles of Re])ublicanisni as were advocated liy Lincoln, Grant, Garrteld

and Taft. and has always been more or less acti\e in political affairs as

relates, especiallv, to local matters. He holds no fraternal affiliation other

than with the Grand .\rmy of the Republic and has ser^•e(l as comni;uider

of his post. He receives a ]jension in retiu'n for services rendered the

nation at the crisis of its existence.

For the past few years Mr. ('hapi)le has practically retired from

the actixe affairs of lift-, li\ing i|uietK' > in the Iruit;^ of his early years of

rigorous laljor. Both Mr. and Mrs. Chappie look on the ])right side of

life, s]ireading their hajjpx' o])timism ti^ all with whom the\- come in contact.

Thev are generous in their svm])athy and no one in need passes from their

door cmpt\ -han<led or hungry-hearted.

CLINTON ]. RUDD.

One of the most worth v citizens of Ionia county, Michigan, is Cdinton

J. Rudd, a farmer and stock raiser, li\ing in section j i . Berlin township, on

his farm of forty acres, on rural route Xo. 9, out of Saranac. Mr. Rudd

is a native of Ohio, born on .\ugust 7, 1835. in Medin;i cciunty, that state,

about twenty-four miles south of the city of Clexelaud. 1 linton 1. Rudd

was the eldest child of lohii ;ui<l wife, and the only one of the family to

he born in Medina county. John Ruild. the father, was an i'jiglishman liy

birth, born in H.ampshire and grew to young manhood on a tarm in his

native land. When twenty-two years of age he eniigr.ited to America and

settled in Jefferson county, Ohio, where he was emijloyed at farm lab(ir and

where he also married. When Clinton |. Rudd was six years ot age (in

1861 ) his mother died and the father ke])t the young f.imily together. When

Clinton was twelve years of age he was hired out to fanners in the home
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neighborhood and was employed in that manner until he was twenty-three

years of age, during which time he contributed very largely to the support

of a younger sister and also his father, who was in poor health.

Realizing that the West offered better opportvmities to an ambitious

young man, Clinton J. Rudd came to Michigan when twenty-three years

old, found a location in Berlin township, Ionia county, hiring out by the

month for work in the timber and on farms of the township. He reached

this state absolutely without funds and then began his struggle to win a

competence for himself. He early married antl fnuiid in the woman of his

choice an excellent helpmate. ]\Irs. Rudd beture her marriage was ICliza

Liverton, daughter of William and Jane (t'happle) Liverton, both natives

of England, who were married in that country and l)ecame pioneer citizens

of this county. The Rudds were married on Julv 4, 1880, and for two

years thereafter Clinton J. continued to work out. In 1884 he rented a

farm of eighty acres, where he started farming for himself, and continued

on that land for thirteen years. The first land he i)urchased was a forty-acre

tract directly across the road from where he now resides, buying this in

i8g6 and moving on it the following year, when he also bought the forty

where he now lives. In fairlv quick succession, he then bought another

tract of forty acres, one of twent\-, anfUher of fortv and a farm of one

hundred and twenty acres, altogether making his holdings considerable.

-Much credit is due Mr. Rudd for the manner in which he has succeeded, and

not alone has material success come to him, but he also holds an enviable

position in the estimation of fdends and neighbors, to which his excellent

characteristics fully entitle him. On account of being unable to personally

care for his entire holdings, he has disposed of all his land but the forty

acres where he now lives, which he cares for in a most bu.siness-like manner.

Mr. Kudd is a member of the .Meth(jdist I-lpi.scopal church at Berlin

Center and has in the past served that society as trustee at different times,

i'olitically, he gives ardent support to the Republican party, served as high-

way commissioner for one term and was treasurer of his school district for

two years. Altogether, he is one of the representative men of the county,

and as such is eminently enlitleil to representation in ;i work of the ch;ir;icter

of the present one.

Mr. and Mrs. Riuld have two children, the elder being their son. f jeorge,

a graduate of the eighth grade of Saranac schools. George married Julia

Xash and has one child living and one dead. The elder, (Jeorge TJverton,

dying at fourteen months, the remaining child JKMng Clarence Nash Rudd.

Cassie J., younger child of the Rudd family, is the wife of I^roy Stewart,
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and the mother of one cliild, Mary Lucille. Cassie J. is a graduate of the

Saranac common and high schools and also of the Ferris Institute. She

taught music four years and taught scliool for tive years in the public

schools. She taught in Ionia county for h\e years previous to her marriage

to Mr. Stewart. Leroy Stewart is a graduate of Albion College, where he

received his Master of Arts degree. He was first superintendent of the

schools at Pewamo, later went to Lake Odessa and is now at Gwinn in the

Upper Peninsula, where he has charge of six schools.

ELBRIDGE E. SLYE.

Elbridge E. Slye was born in Wellington, Prince Edward county,

Ontario, Canatla, on June jj, 1875. He is the son of Philander and Cath-

erine (De Grono) Slye, both natives of Canada. They were the parents of

the following children: William, who lives at Ionia; Herbert, who lives at

Ventura, California; Alice, who is the wife of P>ert Decatur, of Hudson-

ville, Michigan: Frankie,*who is the widow of T. H. Adams, of Oakland,

California: Elbridge E., who is the subject of this sketch, and Bertha, who

is the wife of Conrad Soderestrem, of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Philander

Slye was raised in Canada, and was a contractor and builder. He died in

Kingston, Canada, in 1900, at the age of sixty-fi\e years. His wife is

still living and resides with her son Elbridge E. in Ionia, Michigan. They
were both members of the Methodist church. The father of Philander Slye

was Loren Slye, who was a native of Canada. He was a preacher in tht.

Methodist church and was one of the old circuit riders who traveled on

horseback with the saddle bags. He and his wife died at a ripe age. .\.mong

their children were, Philander, the father of the subject of this sketch;

Chester; Fred; Henry and Lester.

Elbridge E. Slye, the subject o£ this sketch, was raised in Wellington,

Canada, and attended the district schools there. lie afterwards worked on

a farm liy the uKinlh, and came to the United States in 1892, at the age

of eighteen and Incited in Ionia county, and did farm work. On March

27, 1895, 'ic married Lillie Minier, who is a daughter of Henry and l"li/.a-

helii (Schmidt) .Minier. I'Jbridge and l.illie (Minier) .Sl\-e arc the parents

of the following children: Bertha Elizabelli. Ilnn-y. who died in infancy;

Ronald Stanley, Lyle F., and Catherine Inne. Mr. antl .Mrs. Slye are

members of the Methodist chinxh. and .Mr. Slye belongs to Ionia Lodg-e
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No. 175. Independent Order nt (3dd I<"ello\vs, and to the encampment. He
is also a member of the Ionia Lodge No. 76, Knights of Pythias. He is

also a member of the Modern Woodmen, and the Knights of Maccabees.

He is a Republican in politics. He was chairman of the citv committee

for two terms, and has been mi tlie county coniniittee eight years. Mrs.

Slye was bom in Ronald township, Ionia county, Michigan. Her fatlier

was a native of Ohio, and her mother was born in Indiana. They now
reside at Palo. He is a retired farmer. They are the i>arents of the fol-

lowing children: T.illie Ab, and Louis Stanley. The father oif Henry
Minier was John G. Minier.

After his marriage, Mr. Slye lived on a farm for si.x years and then

moved to Ionia, where he went into the real-estate and auction business,

which he has followed e\er since. He is a high-class auctioneer, and makes

a specialty of selling farms at auction. He has established a reputation for

getting good prices and has conducted many large sales. On one occasion

he sold thirty thousand acres of land in Wyoming at auction in one day.

He frequently has calls from long distances to make sales and has answered

many of these calls. He has made a thorough study of his Inisiness and is

extremely proficient.

HIR.\M MASON BROWN.

Hiram Mason Brown, well-known and well-to-do pioneer farmer of

.Vorth Plains township, this county, has been a witness to the development
of that part of Ionia county since the very beginning of a social order there-

alxjut. He is a son of the first [)ermanent settler in North Plains townshij)

and has lived there all his life, taking an active and useful part in the develoj)-

ment of -that region. He was born on the farm where he now lives, in section

31, North Plains township, January 24. 1839, son of Judge Hiram and Marv
( Wilder ) Brown, who occupied the first ])ermanent home erected in that

townshi]) and were for years prominent ruid influential residents of this

county.

Judge Hiram P>rown was the first county judge elected in Ionia county
and bad [jrevifnisly served the pioneer comnuuiity as sherifif of the county.
He was the first postmaster of North Plains, for many years wa.s ju.stice of

the peace in and for his home township and was, in one capacity or another,

busy in the public service almost continuously during the long ]>eriod of his

residence here. .As leaders in the work of the church in carK davs here he
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and his wife exerted a wonderful influence lor good upon the hfe of the

community during the formative period here and their memories long will

be cherished.

Hiram Brown was born at Bristol, New York, December 30, 1802,

son of Warren and Betsy (Allen) Brinvn, natives of Connecticut, the former

of whom was l>orn on September i, 1778, son of Thomas and Catherine

(Cooper) Brown. Thomas Brown was born in Connecticut on .\pril 28,

1754, fifth in direct descent from John Brown, who, with two brothers,

came over in the "Mayflower." He married Catherine Cooper, born on

December 27, 1757, who was a first cousin of John Hancock, whose name

leads the list of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. From Con-

necticut Thomas Brown moved to Herkimer county. New York, where his

children, including Warren Brown, were reared. He served throughout the

Revolutionary War as a soldier of the patriot army and was a man of unusual

vigor. His wife died on March 31, 1846, and he died a little less than three

years later, at the home of his daughter in Hudson. Michigan, in February,

1849, he then being ninety-four years and ten months of age. Warren

Brown left the family home in Herkimer county at the age of twenty-one

and went to Bristol, New York, where he married Betsy Allen, daughter

of Titus and Thankful (Goodwin) Allen, natives of Connecticut, who later

settled in Frie county. Pennsylvania, and of this parentage Hiram Brown

was Ijorn. Warren Brown died on July 8, 1867.

Hiram Brown grew up at Bristol, where he was born, and in 1826

married Mary Wilder, who was bom at Wilder's Point (now Seneca), New

York, April 12, 1803, daughter of Daniel and Polly (Mower) Wilder. The

Wilder famih' in America originated with a widow. M.-unha Wilder, who

with her two sons landed at Higham, Massachusetts, in 1637. Daniel Wilder

was a .son of Gamaliel Wilder, who was a son of Jonas Wilder, who moved

from Lynn to Plartford, Connecticut, when that region was still called '"the

wilderness." At the age of ninety-se\en Jonas Wilder still was a sturdy,

industrious man, seldom losing a (la_\'
from his customary \dcation

b_\-
rc;ison

of infirmities incident to old age. Gamaliel Wilder was the original pur-

chaser of the township of I'ristol, Ontario county. New Nork. at .six cents

an acre, and was the first white settler in that tmvnship. He built a grist-

mill, a saw-mill and a distillery about 1773 and was long the dominant force

in that then rapidly developing community. Previous to and after his mar-

riage, Hiram P>rown was a blacksmith, ;i school teacher atid a singing teacher

at South Bristol and was a man of influence in his community. In 1835 he

decided to put in his lot with that of the pioneers who then were jnishing
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Up into tliis part of the territory of Michigan and he came to Ionia county,

where he bought four eighties on the hue between Ronald and North Plains

townships, comprising portions of sections 25 and 36 in the former town-

ship and in sections 31 and ;^2 in the latter. He employed Elijah Pinkney
to build a cabin on the place, returned to New York for his family and in

the fall of 1836 he and Hector Hays brought their families out here. The

families came together by lakes as far as Detroit, where they separated, the

Hays family going around l)y water to the mouth of Grand River and

thence up to a point near their future hduie : while the Browns came over-

land through the forest by ox-teams, arriving at their destination on October

4. i83(), several days before the arrival of the Havs family. Hiram Brown
thus having been the first white man tn make a |)ernianent residence in that

part of Ionia county. The site of his cibin wa> in an old Indian clearing,

near a stream, in section 31, North Plains township. He found that Pickney
had not completed the cabin and the family was compelled to camp for nine

days while the finishing touches were being put on the same.

From the verv Ijeginning of his residence in this coiuitv Judge I'lrown

took an active part in civic affairs. He was elected sheriff' of the county, his

term of office ending in 1846. and in that same fall was elected first judge
of Ionia county, the court having just been established by the Legislatiu'e

in that year. He took office on januar\- 1, 1847. and performed a notable

public service in organizing the court. In 1846 he procurred the establish-

ment of the North Plains postoffice and was a])i)ointed postmaster on March

31 of that year, holding the office m.my years. Judge Brown also was a

township official in one capacity or another nearly all the time and for years

was justice of the peace. He and his wife were earnest Methodists and their

cordial hospitality toward missioners and the Indian followers of the latter

earned for their home the name of "Methodist Tavern" in pioneer days.

Mrs. Brown died on February 14. 1879. after fifty-two years of wedded

life, and Judge Brown survived her a little more than four years, his death

ficcurring on April i, 1883. They were the parents of four children, their

first-born, a daughter, dying when two d;ivs old. Caroline, the second born,

married \V. W. Mitchell, former county prosecutor, and died on February

2, 1866. George M. Brown, the first son. now deceased, born on January 13,

1831, grew to manhood in this county, married and reared his family on a

farm in section 36, Ronald township, and Hiram Mason.

Hiram Mason Brown, second son of Judge Hiram Brown and his wife

and the only one of their children bom in this county, was reared on the

pioneer farm in North Plains town.ship and has lived there all his life. He
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entered 01i\et College in 1856 and attemk-d there two terms, after which

he entered the Michigan State .\gricultinal College at Lansing. He still

has in his possession a program cf the junior "exhibition" of that college,

given on November i, i860, in which he read a [japer on "The College One

Hundred Years Hence." When the Ci\il War l)n)ke out the students were

tired with patriotic zeal and the entire class enlisted in the Engineers and

Mechanics Corps. Governor Ulair hastened to the college and informed

the boys that he could not permit them to leave college and would not

receive them into the ser\ice. This, ho\\e\'er, prn\ ed no deterrent and the

boys drojjped out one or two at a time until practically the whole class were

enlisted in the service. H. M. Brown and his lioon friend, W. D. Castle,

procured commissions to enlist men for the na\y ami secured seven recruits

whom thev tt)ok to the na\al recruiting station at ( hicago, where they finally

were sworn in as landsmen and assigned to the Lower Mississippi squadron.

While in Chicago Mr. Brown was offered eighteen hundred dollars to go as

a substitute for a drafted man, but bis patriotism wmild nut permit Inm to

accept the offer. lie was in the ser\ice until honorably discharged on

August 5, 1865.

Upon the completion ni his militar\- ser\ice .Mr. Brown returned to the

old home and settled down on the tarni. where he ever since has made his

home. ( )ii I )eceml)er 25, 1869, he married Helen Ma\ lUirdick, who was

born in Ionia township, this countw X'ox'cmber 11, 1S47. daughter of Levi

and Polly .S. liurdick, who came here from New ^'ork state in 1840 and

settled in Ionia township. She was educated in the bmia high school .and

in the I'emale ( ollege at Lansing, was a member of the Church of Christ

and dtiring her long life in this conmnniit\- exerted a line inlhience for good.

She died on December 11. 1903. To Mr. and .Mrs. I'rown but one child

was born, a son. W dliani Mason f'rown, born on December y, 1870, who

has always remained on the old home place and is associated with his father

in the operation of the same. Llirani M. Brown is a life-long Republican

and has alw;i\s bet-n acti\e in local |)olitical affairs. I'or fotir terms he

ser\'ed as justice ol the peace in and lor his home lownshi]>. lie is a mem-

ber of the (irand Arm}- of the l\e])nblic and of the ( )riler of (dcaners and

has been a Mason since 1864, in which \-e;ir he became affiliated with Lyons

Lodge No. T,/. I'Yec and .\cce])ted Masons, of which his father. Judge Brown,

was the lirst master. .Mr. Broun has the first bank note e\'er issued in Ionia

county, the same being note Xo. 1, issued by W". I lone\-well, date of March

19, 1838, of the denomination of tweh'e and one-half cents. He also has
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a fine collection of hulian relics, chiefly stone implements of war and the

chase and unique designs of pottery. Mr. l>ro\vn was one of the leaders

in the work of organizing the Union church and was chairman of the build-

ing committee which had that work in hand. lie has ever stood for good

government and [)rogress and has long been regarded as one of the most

substantial factors in his community.
William Mason I'.rown, only son of Hiram M, and llelen .May i liur-

(lick ) IJrown, was united in marriage, .\ugust i6, i<^93, to I'loy Heydlauff,

who was born in Ronald township, this county, daughter (.)f (/harles M. and

Ida .\. (Hicks) HeydlaulT, the ftjrmer a native of (."alifornia and the latter

of the state of Xew York, t'harles M. Heydlautt, a well-known farmer of

Konald townshi]), is a son of (jeorge j. and Mary (Uimnds) I lexdiaulT,

natives oi Xew York, who came to Ionia count\- in an early day and went

from here to California in the days of the rush to the gold fields, but later

returned to this county. To W". .M. Pirown and wife six children have been

born. Indge ( '. -M., Mary .Mar. Merle (who died at the age of two years).

.\da May, Clee F. and Myron I-". Mr. and Mrs. Brown are members of the

Disciiiles church and he is a member ol the Order of Gleaners.

JUllX (. SMnil.

b)hn ( '. .Smith, proprietor of the "Berlin (enter Progressive Farm," in

I'.erlin township, Ionia county, Michigan, successful farmer and stock raiser

and also well known as local minister of the I'ree Methodist church, is a

natixe ot Kansas, born in l.\ini conntw th.at slate, while it was still ,-i ter-

ritory, on .\ugnst iS. rlSoo. Ik- is the eldest son of I'Yancis M. and .\'anc\- .\1.

( .Xnderson ) Smith, both of whom were born in Kalamazoo count)', this

state, in the \icinit\- of the citv of Kalamazoo.

JTancis .\1. .Smith, f.ather of |i'hn ( '.. was the seventh son of Allen

Howard and Flizabeth (Nates) .Smith, who came from their nati\'e slate

of Ohio and located in Kalamazoo county while this state was still a territory.

The}- farmed there untd 1867, wlien they mo\ed to .Saran.ic, this conniv.

owning what wa.s known as the "Guide Board" farm, and there after a feu-

years her death occurred and he soon followed. k'Hzabeth \'ates was of

Cicrman extraction, wliile Allen Howard Smith was of Iri.sh parentage,

.\ancv M. .\nderson. '•nl)iect"s mother, was a daugliter of .Archibald and
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Nancy ( Woodvvorthj Anderson, Ijotli of whom were born in the state of

New York, of Scotch ancestry, the fourth generation back having come

from that land. Archibald and Xancy ( W'oodworth ) Anderson were mar-

ried in tlieir native state and came to Kalamazoo county, this state, in the

eari\' days. They prospered and Ijecame fairly well-to-do and after his

death at his home in Kalamazoo county, she tra\elled considerably, death

overtaking her at \ icksburg. Michigan.
Francis M. Smith and wife, parents of John C. slKjrtly after their

marriage went to Kansas, locating in Lynn county, where he had home-

steaded one hundred and sixty acres oi land two years pre\iousl\'. and

became a prominent citizen of his community. He was a member of the

Kansas Home Ciuard and in iS6i, at the outbreak of the Ci\i! War, enlisted

as a private in Company X, Twelfth Kansas X'olunteer Infantry, in which

he ser\ed until the close of the war. lie was one of four sons ni his par-

ents to enlist in that conflict antl was the only one wlin came through unin-

jured, the others either losing their li\es or being badly maimed. Mrs.

Smith kept her family as best she could in the absence of husband and

father, but in iSO:; she l)rought her children back to Kalamazoo ciiunt\.

Here she remained and here the father rejoined them at the cli ise nf the

war. The}' remained in Kansas but two \-ears longer, when the\' scjjd out

and came to this state, locating in Ionia countv. where he bought a farm

in Boston township, near Sarauac and remained until the death ot his wite

in 1884, when brands M. returned to Kansas. There, in coinpan\- with

his youngest son, he lixed until 1896, when they returned to thi~. -tate and

located in Isabelle count\', where brancis M. s])ent the remainder of his

life. He died on b'ebruary u, 1896.

John ( '. .Smith was one of a familv of six children. ti\e of whom grew
to maturity and but two of whom are now li\ing. Tlie other remaining

member is a brother, .\rchie 1'"., a farmer at lllanchard, Isabelle county, this

state. Xettie D., deceased, was the wife nf Allen b". Hinkley. of Lansing:

Ernest A. died in childhcjod ; Luella died when a girl, and ICdith A., deceased,

was the wife of Otto Townsend. John ( '. I^mith receix'cd his earlier educa-

tion ill the district srbool.s of TKistoii Inwiishi]) and tnok mure aihanced

studies in the high school of Sarauac. lie continueil lo reside under the

parental roof and from the time he left high school uiuil the time of bis

marriage, he engaged in teaching school, following this vocation in the dis-

trict schools of Ionia county.

On August 5, i8Sj, |nbii (\ Smith was united in marri;ige with Lilly \.
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Curtis, a daughter of Sheldon R. and Xancy A.
(^
Barnard) Curtis, a detailed

account of whose family will be found elsewhere within this book. For

two years after marriage, John C. Smith rented the Curtis farm and then in

1884, upon the death of his mother, he liought from his father the family

homestead in Boston township, this cuuntw There he resided until the fall

of 1892, when he disposed of that farm and bought forty acres in Berlin

township, adding another thirty acres later on, and here the famil_\- has since

resided. Mr. Smith has made great improvements in this farm since obtain-

ing possession of it. The residence was erected in IQ15 and all buildings

are new since 1910, the entire place having an air of prosperity.

Mr. Smith is a man who finds time for activity along other lines than

his farming interests. In 19 13 he was one of the prime factors in the organ-

ization of the Farmers Co-operative Creamery at Saranac and in apprecia-

tion of his services, he was made secretary-treasurer and general manager,

retaining that position for two years. During that time he placed the busi-

ness on a firm basis and paved the way for its subsequent growth. He is

still a director of the company and takes great pride and interest in its

achievements. Politically, Mr. Smith gives stanch support to the Democrat

party, has in the past served for four years as school inspector; from 1896

to 1900 he was clerk of Berlin township, and is at present a school director

for his home district. For several years he has been government agricul-

tural reporter for this section, and has in many other ways evinced his keen

interest in the development of the various phases of comnumity life.

-Mr. and Mrs. Smith have three children. Ray .\., the eldest, is a

graduate of high school and taught two terms. He has since taken up

farming as his life vocation and resides on an excellent farm of one hundred

and twenty acres, which he owns in Berlin township. Beulah l).. the wife

of I'.arl Adgate, is a graduate of the Saranac high school and also the .Mount

Pleasant State Normal. .She spent three years in teaching, two years in her

home district and the other year in the Pewamo high sciiool. Leon .S., the

youngest of the family, is also a graduate of the Saranac high school and

spent three years in successful teaching in the Ionia county schools after

which he matriculated at Albion ( ollegc where he studied four years,

ol)taining his Bachelor of Arts degree in June. 1915. He now has an excel-

lent i)osition as a teacher of science in the high school of Biwabik, Minne-

sota. John C. Smith has always been a temperance worker. He never

aspired to poliiicrd office.
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^\•II.I,IAAI v. BRKKLF.V.

Another well-known fanner oi (Jrange township. Ionia county, who
is making a success by specializing in raising thoroughbred live stock, is

William F. Brickley. He was burn in Niagara county, New York, near

the city of Lock])ort. i'eliruary 18. 1850. and is a son of Jacob and Rebecca

( Zacharius ) ISricklew Imth natives of Seneca count}-. New \Ork, and when

young in years they came to Xiagara county, that state, with their parents,

and there they were married. Both families were J^ennsylvania-Dutch

stock, the progenitors of each coming to America a number of generations

back. In i8f)6 Jacob Bricklev and wife came to Michigan, locating in

Orange township. Ionia, where he liought eighty acres in section 29, where

thev spent the rest of their lives, her death occurring in Octoljer, 1866, not

long after they came here. Jac(jl) Hrickle\- died in Jul}', 1885. They were

the parents of three children, naniel}- : William V. of this sketch; Maryetta

is the wife of ( '. 1*. Smith and the\ live in Danby township; Warren lives

in Berlin township.

The subject of this sketch received his education in the public schools,

and he remained at home with his parents until on .March I, 1875. when he

was united in marriage to Ada Miriam Wilson, a daughter of William A.

and I'diza (I't)und) Wilson, he a native of Englantl. from which country he

came to .\merica with his parents. William .\. Wilsitn was six years old

when he was brought to Livingston county, Michigan, but later the famil}

removed to Chatham, Ontario, then to Essex county, that province, where

he grew to manhood, l-diza Bound was born while her parents were

en route to .\nierica. The famil} located at Hamilton. Ontario, where

hdiza grew to womanhood and was educated. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson were

married in Canada, coming to Alichigan in 1868. Mrs. Brickley was born

in Essex county. Ontario, wdiere her ])arents settled upon their marriage.

.Mr. Wilson bouglit one humlred acres in Orange townshi]). bmia count}-.

and here he and his wife spent the rest of their lives, his death occurring in

March. 1895, and she <lied in April, 1908. They were the parents of six

children, four of whom grew to maturit}'. three now living, namely: \da

M., wife of oiu' subject; 'Vci\ \\ . lives in Portland. Ionia county; ('nliner

died in 18(13: .and Xellie. wb(< is the wife of John \dgate of Orange t(nvn-

ship.

.\lr. llrickk-N purchased eighty acres in 1876 in section 18. Orange town-

ship where he resided until 1896, when he bought one hundred acres in
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section 20, Orange townsliip wlierc he has since resided and to which lie

has added from time to time nntil he now lias a tine farm of two hunilred

and tifty-four acres, whicii he lias lirougiit np to a high state of improve-

ment and cultivation, his jjlace Ijeing known as Majile Dale Farm. He is

carrxing on general farming and stock raising successfully, making a

specialty of thoroughl)red Durham cattle and Poland China hogs.

To Mr. and Mrs. F)rickley two children have heen born, namely:
Minnie Eliza, who is the wife of (."ornelius Friedly, and they live in Boyne
Citw -Michigan; Fred \\ .. \\\v> has a half interest in Iun father's business.

He married Dorothy Sammain, of Sebewa township, and they reside across

the way from the home of his father and U> them two children have been

Iwrn. William and Adabelle.

Mr. Brickle\- and family are members of the Methodist lipiscopal

church, in which he is a trustee. He is a Prohibitionist in his \iews, but

usually v(jtes the Republican ticket. He was supervisor of his township
in i()io, and lie was treasurer of the township in 1890. flis son, Fred W.,
was township treasurer in hji.t and 1914, and township clerk in 1908-09.

HOX. GFORGE E. NICHOLS.

Hon. George F. Nichols, for years one of the leaders of the bar at

Ionia, this county, one of the best-known and most prominent lawyers in

Michigan, former state senator from this district and for years one of the

most active promoters of the best interests (jf this section of the state, is a

nati\e son of Michigan, ha\ ing been born on a )iioneer farm in ( )neida town-

shij), in the neighl)oring county of Eaton. August 8, 1861, son of George

VV. and Sarah L. (Preston) Nichols, both natives of New N'ork state, who

had accom])anicd their respective jxirents to this section nf .Michigan in the

days of their Nouth and here had s])ent the remainder of tlieir da\'s, for

manv years ha\'ing lx;en accounted aniung the most inlluential .iiul useful

residents of their neighborhood.

George W. Nichols was the son of Truman Walker Nichols and wife,

the former a native of \'ermoiu, who. with their children, left New York

state at an early day in the settlement of this section of Michigan and came

here, locating in Eaton county, where, in Oneida townshi]). Tinman W.

Nichols entered about a section of land from the government and there

established his home, he and his wife spending the rest of their lives there,
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(lie latter cl_\iiig in her seventietli _\ear and the former living to the great

age of ninet}-se\en. Truman W. Nichols was a man of extraordinary

strength and \'igor, both he and his wife having been of the true pioneer

breed, and the\- were influential factors in the development of the com-

munity in which they settled. The ninetieth anni\ersary of the birth of

the okl pioneer was celebrated by his family and friends in fitting fashion

at the old homestead and, in order to show that he was just as \igorous

as anyone present, the hale old gentleman mounted a horse and galloped

down the highway as fast as he could make the horse go. Until his last

illness came upon him Mr. Xichols had never known an ill day and never

had employed a doctor in his own behalf. He and his wife were the par-

ents of ele\'en children, Holl)ert, Martin, Jason, George \\'., Hiram, J. Wes-

ley, Sophronia, Pharazina, Maria, Olive and Melinda. The homestead farm

is still in the ownership of the family after all these years and has the

added tlistinction of never having hud a mortgage on a single acre of it.

George \\'. Xichols was fifteen years of age when he came to [Michigan

with his parents in 1834 and he immediately Ijegan to make his influence

felt as a definite factor in the life nf what then was known as the "Canada

settlement" in Oneida township, u\er the line in liaton county, where his

father had entered his homestead. He tlid his ])art well in the wijrk uf

tleveloping the homestead tract and presently married Sarah L. Preston, a

neighbor girl, daughter of Samuel S. and i'iebecca ( Sprague ) Preston, also

natives of .\'ew N'ork state and early settlers of the "Canada settlement" in

l",atiin county, who were the parents of five chilcben, (asper C, Horace,

Charles, Sarah L. and Samantha. After his marriage Mr. Xichols con-

tinued to make his home on the homestead place, farming a portion of the

same, and there botii he and his wife spent the remainder of their lives, the

l.itter dying m ig(jN, at the age of se\eiUy-niue. and the former living In the

age of eighty-one. George W. Nichols was for \e;irs one of the most

in'lnentird citizen of his comnuinit\ ;ind rendered wilujible --erxice in v;irious

public ca])acities. He earlv became an ordaiiu'd minister in the Methodist

church and bi^ lal)or^ in tb.it connection ])ro\-ed a powerful influence for

good throughout the whole countr\-side. During the (.'i\'il \\';ir. Mi'. Xichols

acted as a recruiting officer and his services in that behalf were of gre.at

aid to the L'niou c;uise in tb.at si'Ction. In .nil the relations of life he ever

was faithful and true ,inil bis memor\' ;ind that of his good wife long will

be cherished throughout this region.

To George \\'. and Sarah L. (Preston) Xichols nine children were

born, as follow: l.uc\, wife of Uriah II, P.i/elle, ot l.ansmg. this state;
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^[attie, wife of A. A. I'lllis, of Cirand Rapids; Trunian IV, who makes his

liunie on tile old homestead in luiton county; I'jiinia, deceased, wJio was

tlie wife of i''raiil< A. l''orenian, of (irand Ledi^e, this state; Zina, unmar-

ried, who is still li\"ing on the old homestead; (ieorge E., the immediate

siihject oi this hiogTa])hical sketch; Martin A., deceased; Alliert Xewton,

still making his home on the old farm, and ( harles \V., a prominent attor-

ney of Lansing.

George E. Xicliols was reared (jn the old, homestead in Eaton county,

receiving liis elementary etlucation in the district school in that neighbor-

hood, su])])lementing the same 1)\- a course in a pri\;ite college at Gr.and

Ledge, from which he was graduated. He then began the stud\- of law in

the law ofhce of his brother-in-l;iw . A. .A. lillis, at Muir. this countw and

was admitted to the bar in A])ril, 1^83, immediately thereafter entering

upon the practice of his profession at Ionia, where he ever since has been

continuously engaged, during which time he has become recognized as one

of the leading lawyers of the state. Mr. Nichols has been engaged as

counsel in many cases of state-wide ini])ortance and during the hearing of

the famous coi>per country strike cases performed a signal service in behalf

of the state, acting as a special prosecutor. re]>resenting the state of .Michi-

gan, under the direction of the attorney-general. .Mr. .Xichols is a Rei)ub-

lican and for years has given his most thoughtful and intelligent attention

to the political affairs of the state, with particular reference to local politics,

and long has been regarded as one of the leaders of his part\' in this sectifin.

Jn igoo he was elected to re])resent this senatorial district in the upi)er

house of the Michigan (ieneral .\sseniblv and his service in the Senate

during the ensuing term was of large value to his constituents and to the

state at large. Senator .VicboK was the originator of the movement for

the promotion of good roads, fathered by the Michigan Owners Automobile

Association, and is one of the directors of that association and its general

counsel. He is prominently connected with several im]>ortant enterprises

throughout the count\- and is looked up(jn as one of the le;i(ling men of

affairs hereabout, being a director of the Belding-Hall Refrigerator Com-

])any, of I'elcling; a director of the National I'.ink of loni.a; a director of

the Ramsey-. \lton b'urnitm'e C"om])anv, of I'ortl.ind, and of the Western

W'oodenware Company at the latter place.

On October 10. 1SS8, George Iv Nichols was imited in marriage tf)

Harriet Kennedy, who was born in Ionia, daughter of James and Eliza .\.

(Moseman) Kennedy. To George E. and Harriet (Kennedy) .\ichols one

child has been born, a son, lames K., a graduate of ()li\et College, wIkj
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now ( 1016) is a nienil)er of the senior class of tlie law department of tlie

University of Michigan. Senator and Mrs. Xichols e\er have been earnest

and hel]jful participants in the social and cultural acti\'ities of their home

town and are held in the highest esteem hy all thereabout. Mrs. Nichols

is a member of the Presbyterian church and for \-ears has been acti\el\-

identified with the various beneficences of that locally influential organiza-

tion. Senator Nichols is a member of the Ionia lodges of the Benevolent

and Protective Order of Elks, of the Knights of Pythias, of the Knights
of Maccabees, of the Modern Woodmen and of the Royal Arcanum, in the

affairs of which several organizations he takes a warm interest.

HEXR\' B. DARNELL

Henry B. Darnell, a farmer in secti<in 34, lierlin ttjwnship, bmia

county, Michigan, having more than a local reputation as a breeder of Hol-

stein cattle, was born in this same townshi)) on Ajiril 21, 1866, on what is

now kn(j\\u as the bdlis Durkee farm, in an old log school house into which

his |)arents had mo\ ed immediateh' upon ccjuiing to this countv, there being
no house on their farm. Henr\- Li. is a sou of Francis and Elizabeth Ann
( W all.'ice ) Darnell, the former of whom w;is born in Xorthamptonshire.

I'.ngland. I he father of Francis died when he was two vears of age and,

when he was twenty-one years of age, in contpaiu' with the mother and a

brother, he came to America, locating in .New \nvk state, where Francis

hired out to a C'ai>tain Root, with whom he remained nine vears. It was

there he married Flizabcth Ann Wallace, who was also in the ser\ice of

the ca|)tain. She was an Irish girl, born at Rathfryland, Countv Dcnvn,

coming to New ^'ork state alone when twenty-three vears of age and for

eleven years she was in the service of ("ajitain Root, brands and l^lizabeth

.\nn were m.irried in iS()_> and reached llcrliu township, tbi'' couut\. in the

s])ring of iX()f>. shortly after which lletiry 11. . the subject of this sketch,

was born. braticis, ui ]jartnership with his broihiT, Thomas, owned one

hundred and se\'enteen acres of land, on which both families settled and

li\'ed for a luimber of years. I''r;mcis ex'cntnalh' bought out 'riioni;is's

interest and the latter then moved close to lierlin Center, where he ilied.

brands remained <in the one f.arm until iiis death. Noxember 16, 1893. '^'^

widow following him on April ig. 1903. They were the parents of two

children, of which Henry P.. is the younger. Idle elder son is William ]..

engaged in f.'irming in California.
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Henry 11. recei\ecl his education in tlie early township schools near his

Iioine and remained under the parental roof until the time of his marriage
on September 26. 1890, to Ella \\'hitter, a daughter of Alexander and

Emil}' (W'oonj Whitter, both of whom were born in Canada. Alexander

Whitter's father was originally from Massachusetts and went into Canada

where he married the mother of Alexander, while the parents of Emily
W'oon came from luigland and settled in Canada, where she was born.

Shortly after marriage, .Mexander Whitter and wife came to this state and

county, locating in Odessa township, where thev lived about a year and on

that farm Ella (Mrs. Henry B. Darnell) was born. They eventually

returned to Canada where he is still living, although she passed from this

life in 1893. J here were eleven children in the Whitter family, Ella being
tiie eldest. lohn is in Seattle, Wa>hingt(in; Jeff. Ida (wife of Edward

Tillj and Cuyler, all in Canada: Arthur in Icini.i, this state; ^'iolet. wife of

Marion Jacobson, residing in Detroit: Bertha (Mrs. Victor Pollard) living

in Canada, as does also Edith. Clara, the eighth child of the family, is the

wife of Arthur Barnhardt and li\es in Three Rivers, this state, vvMle

George, the youngest of the family, died in young manhood, in 1914.

Henry B. Darnell and wife continued to make their home on the family
homestead after marriage and in due time, purchased the interests of the

other heirs. He has added eighty acres to his farm, making him the owner

now of one hundred and ninety-seven. This farm is on rural route No. 39,

out of Lake Odessa and appearances indicate good management and pros-

perity. Mr. Darnell conducts general farming and stock raising, dividing

his attenti'iu between his thoroughbred cattle and hogs, which he feeds for

the market. The family has always stood for the highest and best in com-

munity life and the present representatives are in every way worthy of the

highest esteem. I\Ir. Darnell is a member of the Independent Order of

Odd l''ellows, through local lodge No. 423 at Sebawa. Mrs. Darnell is a

devout member of the Methodist Episco]>al church at South Berlin, in the

work of which he is also interested. A Republican in politics, Henry B.

Darnell has evinced his interest in local affairs in many ways. He has been

towii-lii]) highway commissioner for two years, ;uk1 h;i<l much to do with

the r(jad-tax law and ])re\ious to that, served tor one year as township
treasurer. He is at present, and ha.s been for the past fifteen years, a mem-
ber of the school board.

There are six children in the Darnell family: Frank A., born Sep-
tember 7, 1897, is a graduate of the Odessa high school and is engaged

(i6a)
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with his father on tlie farm; Arthur, l'"ebruary 4. 1900, is attending the

district school, as is also William J., April (S, 1903; Myrtle E.. June 14,

1905; Floyd E., Decemlier 12, 1907, and Violet Al.. March 29, 1914. This

promising young family is being well educated and raised so as to fill places

of usefulness in the community in years to come.

TAMES LEh: EOWLE.

James Lee Eovvle. secretary and treasurer of the harniers Mutual I'ire

Insurance Company of Ionia cminty, a veteran of the Ci\'il War and one of

the ljest-knin\n citizens uf this section of Michigan, is a native son of Alich-

igan, having been born on a farm in Moscow township, Hillsdale county,

this state, Nosember 11, 1842, son of Charles and Statira (Kies) Eowle,

buth nati\'es of New York .state and earl_\- settlers of Hillsdale county,

where their last days were spent.

Charles Eowle was burn in western New ^ork, sdu of Benjamin Eowle

and wife, the latter of whom was Elizabeth l.ea, and was reared on a farm

there. llis father was a nali\e of NOrksJiire, England, who had come to

America and located on a farm in western New \'ork, where he made his

home until .'ibout iN^j. at which time he emigiated with his family to Mich-

igrm and located in llillsd;de countw, where he became ;i large landowner

and look an inlUiential part in the de\ clopmenl nl thai p;irt of the state.

About 1851 or 1852 Benjamin howler, who was now a widower, went tn

Wisconsin ;ind settled on Rock I'rairie, K'ock count}-. Bra<lford township.

where he s])ent the rest of ins life. ISenjamin h'owle was upwards of eighty

years old at the time of his death in i8f)0. lie and his wife were the jtai"-

eiits of seven children, Jacol), Susan, Benjanun, J.unes. Elizabeth. Charles

and Martha, ("harles b'owle remained in .Michig.iii ;uid liecame the owner

of several hundred acres ni line land in .Moscow township. Iljllsdale count\'.

where he reared his laniil\- in comfort. lie w.'is married three times. Tc

his lirst union two children were born, .Mrs, Susan .M. Stevens, now of

Moscow, Hillsdale county, and Hanford Eowle, deceased. His second wife,

Statira Kies, was the daughter of John and Betsy Kies. pioneers of Mich-

igan, who died in Moscow township, Hillsdale county, where they h.ul made

their home for many years. John Kies was .a graduate of Harvard College,

an excellent farmer and a man of large inlluence in his neighborhood in
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pioneer days. He and his wife were the parents of eight children. Statira,

Jriarvey, janies, George, Juha, Charlotte, Allen and Esther.

To Charles and Statira (Kies) Fowle nine children were born, namely:

.\nn Eliza, widow of Horace Baker, of Moscow township, Hillsdale county,

this state; James E.. the immediate subject of this biographical sketch;

Benjamin, deceased; l-rancis, deceased; Emma, who died in infancy; Otto,

of Sault Sainte Marie, this state; Cordelia, wife of George W. Knight, of

Battle Creek, Michigan; Ida, deceased, and Elizabeth, wife of William E.

Foster, oi Cleveland. Ohio. The mother of these children died in 1858,

aged about forty years. Charles Fowle later married Mrs. Isabelle Gris-

uold, to which union one child was born, who died in infancy. Charles

Fowle spent his last days on his old home farm in Hillsdale county and was

past seventy-eight years of age when he died in 1889.

James L. Fowle was reared on the paternal farm in Hillsilale county

and was aboui fifteen years old when his mother died. He attended the old

log-cabin school house in the neighborhood of his home in the days of his

early youth and later entered Hillsdale College. In the fall of 1858 he

quit college and went to Wisconsin and for two years attended school there.

He then began clerking in a store and was thus engaged when the Civil

War broke out. In .September, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Company
]•", Thirteenth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and when the com-

pany was organized he was elected third duty sergeant. He served with

the Thirteenth Wisconsin until that regiment was mustered out at San

Antonio, Texas, on December 24. 1865, seeing much active service, and was

mustered out as first lieutenant of his company and acting adjutant of his

regiment. iJuring his service in the army Mr. Fowle had secured a fur-

lough, in the spring of 1864, to marry a Michigan girl and in .'\]>ril, 1866,

four months after the conclusion of his military service, returned to this

state and located on a farm of one hundred and twenty acres on section 3_^.

Ronald township, this county, where he remained until his appointment in

1887 as secretary and treasurer of the Farmers Mutual Insurance Com-

pany of Ionia county, after which he nuned to Ionia, which has been his

place of residence ever since. During all these inter\'ening years Mr. Fowle

has given his most thoughtful and intelligent attention to the duties of his

position with the substantial insurance company which he so wortliilv repre-

sents and there are few men in this ])art of the state who have a wider

acquaintance than he, or who are held in higher regard.- Mr. Fowle is a

Republican and ever has given a good citizen's attention to local political

afifairs. During his residence in Ronald township he served the people of
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that comnuinit}- as township clerk, treasurer and supervisor and since he has

been Hving in Ionia has served as a member of the board of pubhc works

for three years and as a member of the school board for nine years, also as

one of the county superintendents of the poor for a like period.

On March 9, 1864, James I.. Fowle was united in marriage to Kath-

arine E. Hammond, who was born at Ypsilanti, this state, September 23,

1843, daughter and only child of Dennis and Sarah (Opdyke) Hammond,

natives of New York state and early residents of Ypsilanti. where for years

Mr. Hammond was engaged as a private tutor, later becoming a farmer.

To this union four children have been born, Louise, James J., Margaret and

Otto. Louise howle. who died m 1910, married John Sessions and to that

union ten children were born. \\'illiam L., ]\'Iarion, Donald, Harold, Clar-

ence, Elsie, Louise, Ruth and two who died died in infancy. James J.

Fowle married Mary Fox. of Ionia, to whom was born one daughter, Flor-

ence L.. now Mrs. Glenn P. Burkhart, of Fowlerville. Michigan. Margaret

Fowle married Dr. Lome G. McAloney. of Portland, Oregon. Otto Fowle,

the youngest of the four children, met a tragic death on Thanksgiving Day,

1887.

Mr. Fowle is an active member of William H. Borden Post No. 211,

Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Michigan, and for eight years

served as commander of that patriotic organization. He also is a member

of Ionia Lodge No. 548, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and in

the affairs of both of these organizations takes a warm interest.

ROSCOE A. HEARSEY.

Ro.scoe A. Hearsey, well-known proprietor of Hearsey's planing-nnll

at Ionia, this county, for many years one of the most active and progressive

manufaclurers and business men of that city, widely known and highly-

regarded throughout the country, is a native son of Ionia county, and one

of the oldest, if not the very oldest, continuous residents of this county,

having been born on a farm, then in the wilderness, three miles west of

where the city of Tonia now stands, July 16, 1858, son of Mason and C^aro-

line (Cornell) Hearsey, the former a native of Maine and the latter of the

state of New York, who were among the very earliest pioneers of this sec-

tion of Michigan, and for nianv years honored residents of this commun-

ity, whose large part in the dcvclupment nf the social and material growth
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of the coniniunit}' ga\'e tliein a proniinent place in tlie pioneer life of this

region.

Alason Hearsey was reared on a farm in Aiaine and ac(juired a good
education in the well-organized schools of his home neighborhood. He was

one of the three children born to his parents, he having had a brother,

Amos, and a sister, the latter of whom married a Mr. Woodard. His

father was a soldier in the War of 1812 and his grandfather was a "minute

man" during the W'av of the Revolution. Mason Plearsey grew to inan-

hood on the paternal farm in the East and then came West, settling in the

wilderness in the woods at a point three miles west of the present city of

Ionia, and there bought forty acres of timber land, a i)art of the farm now

owned by Burton Babcock. 'Shortly after coming here he married Caroline

Cornell, whose parents, Alfred and Nancy ( Cohvell ) Cornell, were among
the earliest settlers of this section of what was then the territory of Michi-

gan. Both were natives of Rhode Island, who after their marriage had

gone to New York, settling in the Utica neighborhood, where their children

were liorn. Later the}- emigrated to this region, becoming pioneers of Ionia

county, settling on a wilderness tract one mile west of where the city of

Ionia later sprang up, and there established their home. Both Alfred Cor-

nell and his wife took an active part in the early affairs of their community
and were highly respected residents of that section. Both lived to be past

eighty years of age. They were the parents of nine children, Thomas,

Daniel, Alanson, Nancy, Mary. Delia. Lydia. Caroline and Sarah.

After clearing a part of his woodland tr;ict in what is now Easton

township. Mason Hearsey, who was an excellent carpenter, having learned

the trade in his Maine home, recognized a field of vwider usefulness to the

pioneer community and left the farm, moving into the then promising ham-

let of Ionia, where he became a building contractor and where he sjKMit

the remainder of his life. It was in 1842 that Mason Hearsey settled in

Ionia. At that time there were only five houses on the north side of Main

street and but one dwelling house and three or four l)arns within two miles

of the hamlet south of .Main >treet. Mr. Hearsey built a carpenter shop

on Main street and also erected his dwelling hou.se on the same street, mak-

ing his home there until !Sr/i, in which year he bought a lot in the west

part f)f the town and built a new house. Not only was Mason Hearsey one

of the most active building contra.ctors in the thriving cit\- of liis home, but

he was also recognized as one of the most infiuential factors in the civic life

of the developing community. For nineteen years he served as justice of

the peace at Ionia and also served as county clerk ;uul as county treasurer
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at different times, in all his public service giving iiis most tliuughtful and

intelligent attention to the common goud. He died at the age of seventy-
three years and his widow survived him about Fifteen vears. she having
been seventy-nine years of age, lacking one month, at the time of her death.

Mason Hearsey and his wife were earnest members of the Baptist church

and for many years were regarded as among the leaders in good works

hereabout, being held in high esteem throughout the entire countv. They
were the parents of four children, of whom tlie subject of this biographical

sketch is the eldest, antl of whom he and his sister, Mrs. Gertrude Daniels,

widow of L. Mortimer Daniels, are now the only survivors, their brothers,

Herbert and Mason, being deceased, the former having died in infancy.

Roscfie A. Hearsey, eldest of the four children of the pioneer couple
above mentioned, was four years of age when his parents moved from the

farm where he was born to the little hamlet of Ionia in 1842 and he has

lived there ever since, having thus been a witness of the growth of the city

almost from its very beginning, there having been, as noted above, scarcely

half a dozen houses in the place when he became a resident. He grew u[)

in the village, acquiring his education in the early subscription schools there,

and became an expert carpenter and cabinet-maker under the skillful direc-

tion of his father. He married in i860, and in 1872 built a planing-mill

on Main street, near Dexter street, doing a thriving business there from

the very start of the enterprise and continuing at that location for ten vears,

at the end of which time, in 1882, he built his present milling plant on Dex-

ter street and has there conducted his business ever since, during that time

having furnished the greater jjart of the building m.aterial entering into the

construction of the buildings in Ionia. As his business prospered, Mr.

Hearsey gradually enlarged and extended his planing-mill plant. He has

ever been locally noted for the straightforward manner in which he con-

ducts his business affairs and for many years has been recognized as one

of the leading men of affairs in this coiuily, the general Inisincss conimunit\'

holding him in the ver\ highest regard.

On May ,^, i8()(), Roscoe .A. Hearse)' was unite<l in marriage to Mehina

Daniels, who was born in New ^^^rk state on December 16, i8:;(). daughter
of Philander Daniels and wife, both nati\es of that same state, who later

came to Michigan, locating at Jackson, this stale, where their last days
were spent, both li\ing to good old age. 1 'Inlander Daniels ;md wife were

the parents of nine cliildrt'u, Miriam. Helen, Mi-l\in;i. Mortimer, luigene,

iMuergene, Jennie, l.ucina and lunaline. To Roscoe A. and Melvina (Dan-
iels ) Hearsey three children have been born, \Vallace, who is actively asso-
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ciatetl with his tatlier in the management of the planing-mill, married Mary
AicGannon; Winifred, a well-known milliner at Ionia, and Jessie, who died

when she was aljout seven years of age. Mr. and Airs. Hearsey are mem-

bers of the Baptist ehnrcli. in the \arious heneticences of which they for

N-ears ha\-e been warmly interested, and ever have been active in good works.

They have lived together for more than fifty-five years and have hosts of

friends throughout the count)-, all of whom hold them in the highest esteem.

Air. Hearsey is a Democrat and served two terms in the Ionia city council

antl two terms as a member of the board of ]niljlic works, in both of which

capacities lie rendered good service in behalf of the public. He is a mem-

ber of the local "tent'' of the Knights of Alaccabees, in which order he has

passed all the chairs.

Fl^RMAN G. WILSON.

l-'erman G. Wilson, a f;u-mer, li\ing out of Suranac, Ionia county,

Alichigan, was born in Iveene townshi]!, where he has passed his entire life,

on October 25, 1862. the onI\- child of George B. and Nancy (Follet)

Wilson, (ieorge B. Wilson is a native of New York state and Nancy Fol-

let was Ijorn in Nova Scotia. F"or many years they were among the leading

farmers of Keene township and were well-known people. Her death occur-

red in 1909 and George B. Wilson now resides in Saranac.

I'erman G. Wilson was reared in iveene township and as a boy attended

the flistrict schools near his home, su])])lementing that training with more

adx'anced stud\- in the schools of .Sar.inac. He remainerl with his ])arents

until twentj'-two years of age, when for a time lie worked out among
neighboring farmers. He was married on (Jcto))er 7, 1885. to Samantha

A. Jepson, born at I'ownal, Bennington county. \'ermont, on Alarch 13,

1865. She is a daughter of ('harles and Caroline A. (Babcock) Jepson,

who came to .Michigan in May. 1865, and located on the farm where Mr.

and Airs. Wilson now reside. There she died on August 23, 1892, and he

survived until l'>l)ruary 27. 1901. There were originally four children in

the Jepson family, three of whom .ire now living, .\udra ('., the eldest of

the family, is the wife of All)ert Wells: Mrs. Fernian Wilson is the ne.\t in

order of birth, and .\vis .A. is Mrs. Albert F. Haskin.

.Mr. and Airs. Wilson have two daughters. l-'erne I'., was born on

.April 9, 1887. and is a graduate of the Saranac high school in the class of

i(;o6. She is now the wife of l.\nn A. Kosht. Hazel C, born on Decem-
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ber 2-j. i<S9_', graduated fnjni Sanmac high school with ihe class of lyii,

and is Mrs. Frank J. I''isher. Both these young wuinen lor a time taught
in the public schools of Ionia county.

Mr. Wilson is a Knight of the Maccabees, while his wife is a member
of the woman's au-\iliary, and he also holds membership with the ]\Iodern

Woodmai of America. Mrs. Wilson is a woman in other fields than the

domestic circle and besides being a member of the Ladies" Literary Society
is active in Woman's Christian Temperance Union work. She has acted as

president of the local organization, having filled all other offices within the

gift of her society, has Ijeen a member of the county board and for two

years was vice-president-at-large. Interested in club work in general, she

was member of the federated board of Ionia county for four years. While

not active!}' interested in pDlitics, Mr. Wilson gives supjiort to the Kei)u])li-

can party. He is financially interested in tlie Co-oi>erati\e Creamery Com-

pany at Saranac, being a stockholder m that organization. The Wilson

family is one of the most highly esteemed of the communitw each individ-

ual member standing for whate\er is the best good (if the comnninit\- in .all

lines of develooment.

BURT W. .ARNOLD.

Burt W. .Arnold super\isor of Easton tuwuship. this cuunty. proprietor

of a fine farm of one hundred and sixty-one acres and a pleasant home situ-

ated on rural route No. 2, out of Saranac, and who has long been regarded

as one of the most substantial and progressive farmers of his neighborhood,

is a native son of Ionia count\, a member of one of the oldest f;iniilies in

this section of Michigan, his grandfather, Dexter .Arnold, who was a kins-

man of Erastus ^'eomans and r)Ii\er .\rnold. memliers of the colon\- which

founded Ionia, having come here in 1835, two years after the original settle-

ment, and established his home in the then wilderness.

The Arnold family is of old New England stock, of English ancestry,

and was well established in this country in early colonial days. Dexter

Arnold, the Ionia pioneer, was born on .\Ianb 1, i/O.S. son of Jo!) .ind

llannab (Dexter) .Arnold, the former of whom, a soldier in the patriot

armv during the War of the Revolution, died in t8_^-|, in his seventy-fourth

year, his widow surviving him five years, her death occurring at Ionia on

July II, 1839, she then being .seventy-eight years of age. Job .Arnold, the

patriot .soldier, was a son of Job and b'reelove Arnold, the fdrnier of wIimui.
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liorii in 1707. died on Jnly jo. i77C», and the latter, liorn in 1721. died on

.March J3. 181 !. in tlie ninetieth year of lier age, after having heen a widow

thirt\-four }ears. Dexter .Vrnold married Ohve Kinil)all, also a nieniher

of an old colonial family, of luiglish descent, and to that uninn four sons

were born, Anson 1\., William D. and Walter Damon (twins) and Irving E.

\\'hen the family came to this county in the fall of 1835, two years after the

original settlement at Ionia, the village consisted of four log houses and one

frame house. Dexter Arnold cleared a space in the woods and erected a

log cabin in the settlement, but after a time moved one mile farther north,

where he established his permanent residence and where he spent the remain-

der of his days, his death occurring on June 9. i87(;. His wife, 01i\'e

(Kimball) .\rnold, had long predeceased him and w a> the first jierson buried

in Oak Hill cemetery.

\\'illiam D. .Arnold, one of the twin sons of De.xter Arnold and the

father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Herkimer count\'. New \'ork,

Ma\- 25, 1827, and was a little more than eight years old when he came to

the wilds of Ionia county with his parents in 1835. He grew to manhood

on the ])ioneer farm north of Ionia and on December 24, 1854, married

Isabel Kimball, who was born in Bennington count\', \'ermont, October 23,

1836, daughter of Martin and l.ucena (Smith) Kimball, the former a nati\-e

of Rhode Island and the latter of X'erniont. Martin Kimball was born on

December 25, 1804, son of Xoah and .-\zuba (Salisbury) Kimball, the former

bom on August 8. T764. and the latter, January 24, 1764. In 1849 Martin

Kimball and familv came to this count\- and became earlv settlers in b!aston

township. .Mrs. Kimb.all died in October. 1855, and Mr. Kimball died on

March 12. 1873. rhe\- were members of the AVesleyan Methodist church.

In 1853. the year after their marriage. William D. .Arnold and his wife

settled on a farm out on the river road in the woods about Fi\'e miles west

of Ionia, in the southwest ])art of F.aston township, and there erected a log

cabin and ])roceeded to establish their home. Ten years later they built a

frame house and in i8()o erected the present commodious residence occupied

by Burt W. .\rnold. William D. .\rnold was a good farmer and an active,

energetic citizen, who earlv became regarded as one of the leaders in the

communit\- life of his neighborhood. He took an active f)art in jiublic affairs

and for six vears was townshi]) supervisor. He and his wife were mem-

bers of the Wesleyan Methodist church and took a prominent part in all good
works in the vicinity of their home. Mr. .Xmold for years was one of the

stewanb of his church and Mrs. .Arnold was one of the leaders of the

Woman's Christian Temperance Union, of which she was treasurer. Mr.
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Arnold was a ]'nihil)itiunist and l)iith hv and his wife were in full sympathy

with all movements designed to advance the general welfare of their coni-

munitv. About 1879 they retired from the farm and moved to Saranac,

where they spent the remainder of their lives. William I), .\rnold dying on

lanuarv 10, 1909, and his wife on January 9, 1914. She was the third in

order of l)irtli of the live daughters born to her parents, Martin Kimball and

wife, and her death, at the age of seventy-seven, was the first break in tliai

devoted group of sisters. \Villiam D. Arnold was eighty-two years of age

at the time of his death and his twin brcither died about the same time. Their

elder lirother, Anson K. Arnold, lived to l)e past eighty, and their younger

brother, Irving E., is .still living, a hale and hearty octogenarian. 'I'o Will-

iam D. .Arnold and wife two sons were born, Rurt W., the sul)iect of this

sketch, and b'red, of Ionia.

Burt W. .\rnold was Ijorn in the original log-cabin home of his parents,

on the farm on which he still makes his home, on May 7. i8fi3, and grew

to manhood on the home place. He married in the fall of 1889 and for

two years thereafter lived in a rented house nortli of his home, employing

himself at various occupations. He then returned to the old home place to

take direction of the same and has ever since made his home there, he and

his family being verv pleasantlv and very comfortably situated. In addi-

tion to being an excellent general farmer, Air. Arnold is a competent car-

penter and has worked at that trade quite a bit. He also for fifteen years

operated a threshing outfit in his neighborhood and has long been looked

upon as one of the most energetic .ami substantial citizens of that com-

munitv. He is a Democrat and for years has given close attention to local

political affairs. He was highway commissioner for two years and town-

ship treasurer for two years. In the si)ring of 0)14 he was elected town-

shi]) supervisor and is n(_)W .serving the ])ublic in llial ca|)acily.

On September 18, 1889, Hurt W. .\rnold was united in marriage to

Mary Taylor, who was liorn on a farm near Charles City. Iowa, daughter

of Georg-e and Catherine (Rote) Taylor, the former ;i native of Ohio and

the Latter of reniis\ 1\ auia. who were m.arried in Moyd county, low.i. In

1882 George T.avlor and his family came to this state and located on a

farm in section ]>>. \VA<nn townshi]). this county, where they lived about

tw-elve years, at the end of which time Mr. Taylor moved to Ionia, where

he engaged in the liver\- business. He dieil in 1807 .and his widow is still

living at Ionia. 'I'o Air. .and .Mr^. Arnold two children b.ave been bom.

Alartin K. and Stella .\l.. both of whom are still at home. Mr. .Arnold is

a member of the local lodge of the Knights of the Alaccabees.
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CHARLES COOK EYSTER.

Charles Cook Eyster, of the Finn of Dean & Eyster, general nierchan-

dise, at Ionia, one of the best-known and most successful business men of

that city, is a nati\e son of the Old Doniinion, lia\ ing l)een l)(irn at I'runty-

town. in Tyler comity. \ irginia, December _5i, 1S45, ^"-"^ ^^ J^''- William

Danner and Mary (llupi)) Eyster. the former a native of rennsyhania
and the latter of N'irginia. both of whom >[)enl all their li\es m ilic I'.ast.

Dr. W illiam D. liyster was a physician of note in his communitv, and

the most of his active life was spent at Eainnont, Virginia, in which city

he was engaged in practice for years. He was a graduate of Jefferson

Medical College, Philadelphia, and at one time was the editor of a news-

pajier at I'airmont and was also director of a l>ank there, hut his heart was

in his profession and his activities chieliy were confined to his extensive

practice. The founder of the Eyster family in this country was John Jacob

Eyster, who came to America from W'urtemberg, German v, some time

between the years 171J and 1720 and settled in Berks county. Pennsyhania ;

and a Daniel Eyster was a captain in the patriot army during the Revolu-

tionary War. Doctor Eyster's wife was a member of an old and prominent

family in Virginia, one of the Hup])S having been a distinguished juilge of

the court and others of the name ha\ ing held high station^^ in life. Doctor

Eyster died in the latter part of the year 1865, he then being sixty-five years

of age. His wife had preceded him to the gra\e many )'ears, her death

having occurred in 1849. In their religious ])ersuasion they were Baptists

and their children were reared in that faith. There were eight of these

children, of whom six are still living, namely: Clara, widow of .Vcwton S.

Barnes, of Fairmont, West Virginia: Margaret, widow of Dr. W. W.

Granger, also of Fairmont: Virginia, widow of J. F'.. Sands, of Fairmont;

Dr. George llnpp Eyster. now living retired at "Bellenioiu i'arm." in

Augusta county, Virginia: Charles C, the immediate subject of this bio-

graphical sketch, anrl Anna, who married Charles H. Senseney, and is now

living at Chicago with her youngest son.

Charles C. ii^yster s])ent his boyhood in i'"airmont. \'irginia ( now in

West X'irginia ) his education being directed by a com|)ctent tutor, and was

living there when the Ci\il War broke out. His father and ;ill his familv

were ardent supporters of the L'nioii cause and he enlisted lor service in

that behalf in the Sixth Regiment, West Virginia X'olunteer Infantry, and

upon the expiration of his original term of enlistment re-enli-^ted. scr\ing



252 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

altugetln.-]- three years, nine nKjiitlis anil eighteen days, entering as a private
and being mustered out with the rank of regimental hospital steward, in

which useful capacity he had served during the latter part of his service. .\t

the close of his military experience, Mr. Eyster returned to Fairmont and
resumed his occupation as a drug clerk, remaining there until 1868, in which

year he went to California, where for a time he was engaged in the drug
business. He later fnllowed mining in Nevada and Idaho and then went
on down into .Arizona, where for eighteen years he was engaged in the

cattle business, during which time, in 1S85, he made a trip to Michigan, and
at ii>in;i married Xellie Irish, taking her back with him to his cattle ranch

on the Rio \'erde. At the lieginning of the Harrison administration, Mr.

Eyster was appointed internal re\enue collector for the district comprising
a portion of .Arizona and a portion of New Mexico, during which tenn of

service he had his hea(l(|uarters at Tucson, While thus engaged Mr. Eyster

disposed of his cattle business and upon the completion of his term of offi-

cial service, in 1893, returned to Michigan and .settled in Ionia, his wife's

girlhood home.

Mrs. Eyster was born at Lyons, this county, daughter of David and

Leonora (Lyon) Irish, natives of \ermont and early settlers of this county,
who bad come here in 1836. The town of Lyons was' named for Truman
Lyon, who also was jirominent in the early affairs of Grand Rapids. David
Irish was in the clothing business in Ionia at an earl)' day and was also for

some years iMstmaster of the town and the proprietor of the old Eagle
hotel. Roth he and his wife lived to advanced ages, both spending their

last da\s in baii.-i. I'hey were the jiarents of six children, Emily, Delia,

Laura, Henry, Edward and Nellie.

Not long after returning to Ionia. Mr. Eyster. in October, 1895, formed
a i)artnership with ( ). il. Dean, a veteran of the Civil War and a well-

kn(jwn merch.-uit of Ionia, and established tlie ])resent firm of Dean &
I'.yster, which ever since has been \ery successfully engaged in the general
mercantile Inisiness at bmia, long having been regarded as one of the lead-

ing lirnis engaged in ihal line in this part of the state. Both members of

tin- fiitii ha\e a wide acc|u;iintance bereaboul ;uid are held in high reg.ird in

commercial circles generall\. They are kindly and dignified in their rel;t-

tions to the genend ])ublic and belong to th;it type of manhood gener.dly
classed under the he.ad of "'gentlemen of the old school." Mr. b'.vster is a

Republican and h;is e\er given .a good citizen's attention Im the poliiicil

albairs ol the county, though ne\cr ha\-ing bei'u included in the office-seek-
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ing class. He is an active member of the William FI. ISoaixlman Tost Xo.

211. Grand .A.rmy of the Repuijlic, Department of Michigan, in the affairs

of wiiieh he takes a warm interest. .Mrs. Eyster is a member of tlie I'res-

byterian church and Ixith she and .Mr. Eyster for years have Ijeen active in

good works in and abont Innia. luin^ held in the highest esteem b\- the

entire communitv.

ORIX STOXE.

Orin Stone, of the firm of \\ inchell & Stone, undertakers and dealers

in furniture at Ionia, this county, and one of the best-known and most

progressive business men in that city, is a native son of ionia county, hav-

ing been born on a farm near Aluir, in Ionia township, September 23, 1872,

son of Silas X. and Lorana E. ( Beverly ) Stone, the former of whom was

born in Livingston county. Xew York, and the latter in the city of Jackson,

tliis state, long well-known residents of this count}-, whose last days were

spent in the city of Ionia.

Silas X. Stone was born in the year 1838, son of Uarius and .Mahala

( Xortonj Stone. Itoth nati\es ui Xew York, the former of whom was born

in Green county and the latter in Genesee county, farming ])e()ple, who
came to Michigan in 1846 and located in the vicinity of Muu-, in bmia

township, this county, where they established a permanent home and where

they spent the remainder of their lives. U[)on coming to this county Uarius

Stone bought six eighty-acre tracts of timber land, from the timber on

which he profited handsomely and all oi which he eventuall\- improved,

leaving to each of his children at his death a nice inheritance. There were

seven of these children, Frances [., Orin, l-^ilas .\., Charles Wesley, Alahala

E. and Darius A. (twins), and Clarissa E. Tiie mother of these children,

who was born on X'^ovember 13. 181 i, died on May 14, 1865. Darius

Stone survived his wife more than twenty years, his death occurring on

March 14, 188S. He was born on .Sejitember 30, 181 2.

Silas X'. Stone was eight years old when he came with his jiarents to

this coiinty and he grew to manhood on the jiatern.-il farm in Ionia town-

ship. He early became interested in the threshing business and for m,in\-

years operated a threshing-machine outfit throughout the comity. I le was

the owner of a farm of cightv acres in Ionia township, and there he estal>-

lished his home. He married Lorana I^. Beverly, who was borii near (ack-

.son, this state, daughter of Francis and .Amy (Page) Reverlv, native; of
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Steiil)en county, New York, who became earh settlers of the Jackson neigh-

l)i)ih()0(l, where tliey sjicnt the rest of tlieir h\es. Mrs. Beverly died in

niiildle life, Init Mr. Beverly li\ed to be past eighty-four. They were the

])arents of five children, Mart^aret, l.ncinda. Marietta, Jesse and I.orana.

in 1X89 Silas N. Stijne and wife retired fnmi the farm and mn\ed to

lunia, where the rest nf their li\es was s])ent, .Mr. Stone, liowever, continu-

ing to direct the affairs (if his farm .and to manage his threshmg outfit dur-

ing the threshing seasons for \ ears thereafter. He died on Septeiuher 8.

i()io, at the age (jf sevent>-tw(i years, .and his widow survived him for

nearlv li\e years, her death occurring on June 3, 1013. she also l)eing se\ent\-

two years of age at the time of her death. Both were earnest members of

the (Christian church and their chililren were reared in that faith. There

were four of these children, namely: I.inn.a, wife of Eugene Knap]i. of

Ionia: b'r.ancis b... who wns accidentalK killed when seven years old: Orin,

the immediate subject of this sketch. ;mil Jessie, deceased, who was the wife

of W. C. Peer.

Orin Stone S])ent his earh- \(iulli ou ihe home farm in Ionia townshi]),

receiving his (.lemenlar\- education in the district school in that neighbor-

luiotl. I [e later atten<le(l the high school at Muir and wdien the family

mo\ed to Ionia in iSNij he entered the high school in that city and was

gra<luate(l therefrom in iXo-- fie then began clerking in a dry-goods store

in Ionia, becoming thoroughh' f.amili.ar with the details of that business,

and in igoi he and his iirother-in-law, W. C. I'eer, formed a partnership

rtnd engaged in the drv-goods business at Ionia, being thus engaged for

foiu" years, at the end ot which time ihey sold the store to advantage. Tw'o

months later, in 1905. Mr. Stone became associated with Mr. W'inchell as a

partner in the furniture and undertaking business at Ionia and has ever

since been thus engaged, the firm being regarded as one of the leaders in its

line in this p.arl of the slate, l)olh departments ot the business being con-

ducted along modern and up-to-date lines.

On .August 20, 1003, Orin Stone was united in m.arriage to Blanche

M. llo\-. who was born at |ohn>onliurg. in \\'\-oming county. New "S^ork.

daughter of Cieorge .and l,uc\' (Stone) lloy, the former of whom was born

in Ireland and the latter in John-^oubnrg, Xew N'ork, both of whom are

now deceased. Tieorge I-io\ and his wile were the ])arcnts of ten children,

Edwin C. I''.ll.i .M., Wilson R., b'.lizabeth J., (ieorge .\., Lucy K.. l>lanche

M. .and three who ilied in \ontli. To Mr. .-uid Mrs. Stone one child has

been bom, .a d.auijhter. I.ncv lois. Tbe\- .are mi'mbers of the Church of
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Christ, (it wliicli Mr. Stunc i> a ilcacnii. ami lioth take a warm interest in

the general welfare of the coninumity, being held ni high esteem by their

many friends. Mr. Stone is a Deniuerat, as was his father before him,

and takes a good citizens interest in local politics. He is a member of

Ionia Lodge Xo. 548, Benexolent and Protective Order of hllks, and takes

an acti\e interest in the affairs nf that pii]iiilar organization.

JOS h: I'll MORSE.

As a farmer and stock raiser, Joseph Morse, of Portland township,

ranks with the most painstaking in Ionia county, and is therefore succeed-

ing in \u> chosen \ocation. He was Ixirn in Washtenaw county, Michigan,

Jul}- 14. 1851, and is a son of Thomas J. and Christena ( Saybinsj Morse.

The father was lx;rn on Jui_\- 17, iSoO, and the mother on bebruary 12,

JiS_'4. She was a natix'e d ( iernianw where she grew to womanhood and

was educated, anil when twenty-twn years of age came to the United States,

direct to \\ aslitenaw cuunU, .Michig.an, where she met and married TIkjukis

J. Morse. They came to bmia county in 1S54, locating in Portland town-

ship and .spent the rest of their b\es cm a farm here. Their faniily con-

sisted of seven chiklren, two ot wlmm are deceased; the others are, Joseph,

tlie subject of tliis sketch; .\gnes is the wite nt Jacob J. Ilatinger, and they

live in iuhnore, .Michigan; Alary is the widow of l5urotte .\. .\llchin, and

thev li\-e in Mcllride. Michigan; William II. is farming in Portland town-

ship; Ch;irles C. is farming in .Sebewa tnwnsbip.

Jiiseph .Miirse wa.s reared i>n the home lann and recei\-ed a common-

school education, lie was married to Mrs. .Mary 1.. ((iuernsey) b'ox. .\pril

i_v i<S8j. She was born in ( )swego. New \ Trk. .\pril 17, 1858. .and is a

daughter of All>ert (iuernsey and wife. To |ose]ili .Morse and wife four

sons ha\e iieen born, nanieh' : Nelson C li\es in I Detroit: (iilbert J. m.irried

Alta SanlH)rn an<l they li\e in Lansing. .Michigan; .Stanley, born on October

4. 1893, was educated in the schools ot Portland, and Robert T.. borii on

August 6. 1897, '^''^ single and li\e at home.

.Mr. .Morse is a Democrat and has held several townshij) offices, lie

and his wife belong to Portland ( hapter \'o. 258, Order of the [•".astern

Star, and he is a prominent Mason, being past master of Portland Lodge
Xo. 31, I'Tee and .\ccepted Masons, and ])ast high ])riest of the chapter, and

past thrice illustrious master in the ronncil, and is also past master of the
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Portland Grange, of which liii wife is also a member and in which she has

held offices. He has conferred the master mason degree on two of his

sons, Stanley AI. and Nelson C, who are members of the lodge at Portland.

Mr. Morse has a good farm of one hundred and four and one-half

acres, and in connection with general farming is making a specialty of rais-

ing a fine grade of Ohio IniproNed Chester hogs.

CLINTON GATES.

CHntun Ciates, a farmer of llorlin township, Ionia county, Michigan,

living on rural rcnite No. 4, out of Saranac, was born in Springfield town-

ship, Erie county, Pennsylvania, on December iS, 1840, being a son of

Henry P. and Sally (Stephens) Gates, the former of whom was born in

Madison county, New York, on May 25, 1813, and the latter in New Hamp-
shire on November 4, 1816.

Henry P. Gates and wife were married in Pennsylvania in 1834 and

after a short time came into Indiana, where they located near Muncie in

Delaware county. In 1845 '^'"'^y
moved to the state of Michigan and securetl

a location in section 5, Berlin township, pjnia county, where Uiey passed
their remaining days. She died on Seiitember 28, 1899, and within a few-

months, on .April q, 1900, he followed her into the Great Beyond. They
were both actixe members of the Baptist church at Saranac, in which he was

a deacon for many years. He was a Democrat in politic^ and was regarded

as a careful farmer, giving excellent attention tt) his homestead of eighty

acres. There were four children in thi' Gates family, three of whom are

still living. Lydia i.s the wife of W. II. Disbrow. of M.arion, this state;

Zaphaniah is dead; Clinton, the subject of this sketch, is the third child,

;ui(l David .\. is a farmer living near Sar.niac. Clinton was four years

old when brought to this township ;Lud made the most of the nu-;iger ad\;in-

tages offered by the district schools of that daw I lis schooling was con-

fined to about three months of the year .lud wIkmi still a youth, he closed his

books and became his father's helper on the home i)l,ice. remaining thereon

until twenty-se\-en years of age. ( )u J.inu.uy 4. i8(),|, he was united in

m;irriagc to M.'irtha J. Andrews, of Kalamaxoo county, this slate. .She

was l)orn in New York state on June 8, 1843, and there passed her girlhood,

being grown when she came to make her hoiue in Kalamazoo countv, this

state. There are seven chiklren in the Clinton Gates familv. i'.Ka is the
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\vite of Harvey Galncv: Ruth married Otis Ikitler; Blanche is Mrs. Gard-

ner Edd\" ; Tlionia.s P. married ISeHe Howell; Mark G. married Jennie Hart-

well and lives in Berlin township; Grace is the wife of Martin Baker, and

Ra\- I. married Mattie White.

Clinton Gates is a memher of the Methodist I'^piscopal church, while

liis wife belongs to the Baptist. He is a Democrat in politics and has served

one term as justice of the peace for his township. He is a quiet, unassum-

ing' man. who attends carefully to the farming of his ninety-acre tract, all

of which is the result of his own effort. He is well thought of by those

\vho know him best and is considered a representative citizen of Ionia county.

RUFUS LEE PAGE.

Rut us Lee Page, well-known and extensive dealer in coal and building

material at Ionia and one of the most active men of affairs in this com-

nnmitv. is a natixe son of Ionia, liaxing ])een born there on February 2,

i(S66, son of Wellington Cass and Amarilla (J. ( Heath ) Page, the former

a native of New York state and the latter of Ohio, prominent early resi-

dents of this community and the parents of two children, the subject of this

biographical .sketch having had a sister. Mamie A., now deceased.

Wellington C. Page, for many years one of the most inlluential figures

in the financial and commercial life of Ionia, was born at Whitestown, in

Oneida county. Xew ^'ork, where he was well reared anfl well educated,

eldest of the three children of his parents, he having had a brother. Stephen

F.. and a sister. Amanda. When he was still a young man his ])arenls

emigrated from .\ew N'ork to Michigan, settling in this county, where they

entered a tract of goxernnient land, estaldisheil their home and here spent

the remainder of their li\es, highly respected ])ioneer residents of this com-

luunity. L'pon coiuing to this county, Wellington C. Page and his brother,

Ste])hen Page, entered a considerable tract of "Congress land"' and cleared

and improved a farm of se\en hundred acres northeast of Ionia, to which

they added Cfjusiderably by later purchases, and early Iwcame recognized

as among the leaders in affairs hereabout.

In iNAj Wellington C. Page mo\ed into Ionia and dierc enga.ged in

the banking l)usiness. also establishing a grain elevator and an extensive

coal yard and was thus actively engagcfl the rest of his life. He was for

(17a.)
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years president of tlie old Second Xalional Bank at Ionia, later succeeded

by the National Bank of the same city, and upon retiring from the position

of directing head of that tinancial concern started a private bank which he

operated in connectimi with his cjther enterprises and for years was regarded

as one of the leading business men of the town. His death occurred in

1891, he then being se\'enty-one years of age.

Wellington C. Page was twice married. To the first union fciur chil-

dren were born, of whom two grew to maturity, George W . and Alina, both

now deceased, the latter of whom was the wife of George A. Thayer, of

Carson City, in the neighbnring county of Montcalm. Upon the death of

his first wife, Wellington L'. I'age married, secondly, Amarilla (J. Heath,

daughter of Daniel Heath and wife, natives of Ohio and early settlers in

Ionia comity, prominent residents of Ronald townshi]), where both died at

advanced ages. Daniel lieath and wife were the parents of five children.

Nathan T., William, Mary, Amarilla O. and bVank. To this second infion

two children were born, as noted above.

Ivufus L. I'age was reared in Ionia, the city of his birth, receising his

elementary education in the public schools of that city, which he su]>ple-

mented by a course in Detroit University, from which institution he was

graduated in 1884. b'ollowing his graduation from the university, Mr.

Page was adnfitted to partnershi]) with his father in the Litter's extensive

enter])rises and at the death of the elder Page became his success<ir in busi-

ness, all of which, save the coal and building-material business, he gradually

closed out, and since IQOJ has devoted his attention exclusi\-ely to the latter

line, in which he has been \ery successful.

( )n June 1. i()()5, Rutus 1.. I'age was united in marriage to (iertrude

A. I'ennell. who w'as born at Williamsport. Pennsylvania, daughter of .\.

D. I'ennell and Sallie T. 1 1 ,ong t I'eniu-Il natives of renns\-l\auia. both of

whom are now deceased. ;uid to this union two childini li;i\c been born, as

follow: Sallie Louise, who died in int,inc\'. and Rufus. born in 1906.

Mr. Page is a Re])ublican ;iuil ha-^ ever gi\'en his thoughtful attention

to local governmental affairs, but h;i- never been included in the ofhce-

seeking class. He is a nu-nil)er ot the loni.i lodges of the h'lks. the Knights

of T'xthias, the Knights of the M.iccabees ami of the Royal Arcanum, in

the affairs of all of which organizations he takes a warm interest.

Bv a former marriage. Mr. Page became the father of two children, ;is

follow: M;n"ian, a graduate of X.ation.il Park .*~ieuiiuar\ ,it \\ .ashiugton.

D. C, who took post-gr.aduate work in I'aris and \ iemi.-i. and m.-irried
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Charles A. Ross, of the L'liited States army, now statinned at I't. W'ilham.

Seward, Alaska, and has two children, daughters, Marian Frances and

Alaroerv, and Wellington C. who died at the age of sixteen vears.

FRED G. LAUSTER.

i'red G. Lauster, junior member of the Cutler-Lauster Drug Company,
of Ionia, and one of the best-known and most enterprising business men

of that city, is a native son of Ionia, having been bom there on August 2,

1875, SO" of George F. and Wilhehnina (Fiebling) Lauster, to whom were

Ixjrn two children. I-Ved G.. the >ul)iect of this sketch, and Edward Lauster,

of Flint, this state.

George F. Lauster, who is still in business in Ionia, a well-known shoe

dealer, is one of the oldest business men in that city. He is the son of

Gottlieb and Barbara Lauster, natives of Germany, the former of whom
was a clerk in the court house in his native town in the Fatherland, who

came to America shortly after their marriage, presently locating in Ionia,

where they spent the remainder of their lives, both living to good old ages.

They were the parents of five children. George F., P'red G.. William

(deceased). .Mrs. Sophia Mergenthaler and Charles. George F. Lauster

learned the shoemaking trade when a youth and was a competent craftsman.

He later engaged in the shoe business at Ionia and has ever since been

thus engaged. His wife's parents, the Fiebings. also natives of Germany,
were earlv settlers in Ionia county, where firand father Fieiiing was employed

bv the Pere Mar(|uette railroad. He met with a railway accident by which

he suffered the loss of one of his legs, the shock proving fatal. At his

death he left a widow and two children. Wilhelmina and Rudolph. Grand-

mother l-'iebing lived to an old age, she having been eighty-four years of

age at the time of her death.

Fred G. Lauster was reared in Ionia, the city of his birth, and has

lived there all his life. He was diligent in his studies in the public schools

and early began his mercantile career. At the age of eighteen he was

engaged as a clerk in the drug store of W. R. Cutler in loni.i and fmni tiic

first gave his studious attention to the task of mustering the details of the

difficult busine.ss. Presently he passed his pharmaceutical examination and

was admitted to register by the state board of i)harmacy. In i()05 Air.

Lauster bought an interest in the store with which be b.id been so long cfni-
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nected, the linn nanit Ijecoming Cutler & Lauster, and thus continued until

191 5, in which year a company was formed and incorporated, with a capi-

tal stock of eight thousand five hundred dollars, under the name of the

Cutler-Lauster Drug Company, which has since been operating the store,

Mr. Lauster being the practical manager of the same.

On October 31, 1900, Fred G. Lauster was united in marriage to

Bessie Beck, who was born near Charlotte, in Eaton county, this state,

daughter of John and .Sarah ( Ldson) Beck, both now deceased, who were

the ]>arents of six children, Sarah, John. Jacob, Fred, Walter and Bessie,

and to this union one child has been born, a daughter, Grace W'ilhelmina.

Mr. and Mrs. Lauster are members of the Presbyterian church and take an

active interest in the various movements designed to better local conditions,

being held in high regard by their many friends hereabout. Mr. Lauster

is a Republican. He is a charter member of the Elks lodge at Tonia and a

member of the Masonic lodge at the same place, taking a warm interest in

the affairs of both bodies.

CHARLIE C. RICE.

Charlie C. Rice, for the past two years engaged in the real-estate,

insurance anfl loan Ixisiness in Portland, Ionia county, Michigan, is a native

of that place, born on April i, i860, at a time when the now thriving town

was nothing but a small village and trading post.

Charlie C. Rice is a son of N. B. and Mary l{. (Newman") Rice, and

the former was born in Orleans, Ontario county, New York, in 1828. a son

of Caleb Rice. N. B. Rice received such education as the schools of his

section at that time afforded and was early trained in the work of the

farm home. When N. B. Rice w:is about nineteen years of age. his father,

Caleb, journeyed to this section of the country and near Ro.xana, in Eaton

county, this state, he took up a section of land, which was at th;it time

ni.thing but a wilderness. After being here about a year, Caleb Rice relurucd

to his home in New York state for his family, N. B. Rice being twenty

years of age when the family finally settled here. He, himself, took up a

claim for one hundred and sixty acres and lived thereon for a couple of

years, or until such time as he entered Ypsilanti University, beiug ;i nieuibiT

of the first class graduated from that institution. He then engaged in

teaching school throughout this section during the winter season, devoting

his energies to improving his farm in the summer and it was when he came
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to Portland to take up educational work that he met and married Mary E.

Newman in 1854-1855. They remained in Portland until i860, when they

took up their residence on the farm where they stayed for forty-five years,

at which time they had sixty acres under cultivation. In the spring of 1865

they returned to Portland, hut he coiuinued in the farming interests imtil

1875, when he bought an interest in the flour-mill, known thereafter as the

Newman & Rice mill, and for the next eighteen years gave it his undivided

attention. He helped to build the new mill and then disposed of his inter-

est to I'red Knox, who still operates the business. The flour-mill was N. B.

Rice's last business venture, for he retired from the active affairs of life

with the sale of the mill and lived until May i, 19 13, dying in Portland.

Mary E. (Newman) Rice was the daughter of James E. Newman and

Rebecca Hixson. his wife, and was born on November 7 or g, 1837, the

first white child born in the village of Portland and the second white child

in the township. Tames Newman (born in 1812) came to this section of

the state in 1834 in com])aiiy with his father, Elisha Newman, and another

son. Almeron. The three pre-empted land from the government in sec-

tions 27, 28, 7,7,
and 34, of Portland township, at the junction of the Look-

ing Glass and Grand rivers and where the town of Portland now lays.

There was, of course, no trace of a town at that time, and being among the

first white settlers, the Newmans helped to plat the town. James E. New-

man, together with a brother of his wife, Abraham Hixson, and a man by

the name of J'eter Kent, built the first dam in this section and started the

first mill. This mill he continued to operate imtil his death, in 1878, bu\ing

out the interests of Hixson and Kent shortly after the enterprise was started.

Charlie C. Rice is the second child in a family of three, the eldest

being Efifie (wife of Asa Newman), who died in j88o, and the youngest of

the famil\- is Hiram Elwin. Charlie C. grew to manhood in Portland,

receiving the best education the schools at that time afforded and then went

to work on the family homestead. It was while thus employed that he was

married to Jennie C. Jenkins on November 27, 1870. She was the daughter

of Sylvester and Mary (Densmore) Jenkins, the Densmores having come to

this section alxnit the same time as the Newmans. Charlie C. Rice con-

tinued to make his home on the farm, working part of the time in the mill

and in iqoi and 1902 was township supervisor until 1903. at which time

he moved into Portland anrl was elected to the office of county drain com-

missioner for i904-TfK)5. He conscientiously discharged the duties of that

office and entered the retail grocery business in 1906. He gave that enter-
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prise his attentiun for tlie following eight years, and in 1914 disposed of

that business and entered the field of real estate, insurance and loans.

Mr. Rice is a popular man, well liked by a host of friends. His relig-

ious membership is with the Universalist church of Portland and his fra-

ternal affiliation in the Free and Accepted Masons, through Portland Lodge
No. 31. He is also a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

Portland Lodge No. k)*), and the Royal Arcanum of Portland. Politically,

he gives stanch support to the Republican party and has filled various local

offices. He was elected supervisor of Portland township in 1901, holding
that office for three consecutive terms, and resigned to take the place of

coimty drain commissioner in 1904. For the past eight years he has been

village assessor of Portland, discharging the duties of the various offices in

a manner highly satisfactory, There are two children in the Charlie C.

Rice family, O.scar S., employed in Portland, and Floyd C, a printer, living
in Lansing, this state. Mrs. Rice belongs to the Eastern Star and also the

Rebekahs. Mr. and Mrs. Rice are members of the Universalist church

(there is no church of this denomination in Portland), but .subject and wife

attend church out of town occasionally. Mrs. Marv E. Rice, mother of

Charlie C. Rice, is still living and makes her home with her son. She is

now seventy-nine years of age.

JUDGE MONTGOMb:in' WEBSTER.

Montgomery W ebster, judge of the probate court of Ionia county, who
was appointed to that responsible position in December, 1904, succeeded his

father, the late judge William O. W'eljster. He is a native son of Ionia,

having been born in that city. September 13, 1876, son of William O. and

Susan (.Montgomery) Webster, for years prominent residents of Ionia, the

latter of whom is still li\ing there.

riie late Williaui ( ). ^^\l>su•r was li(jni in Cayuga county, Now Vork,

eldest of the five chiKlren burn Id his parents, William ;md Flora (Long)
Webster, well-to-do farming people of that section, the other children of the

famil)- b;i\ing been (ioodwin. Hanson. Hezekiah, F'lora E. and F. bjuerson.

He was given excellent educational advantages and was graduated from

Hamilton College in 1865. lie then entered the law department of the

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and ujion the completion of the

course located at Ionia, where he engaged in the [iractice of his profession
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during- the remainder of his Hfe. He married Susan Montgomery, who

was born at Chautauqua, New \ork, daughter of the Rev. Alexander and

Laura A. (BHss) Montgomery, l)oth natives of that state, who later moved

t(i Chicago and thence to Ueloit, Wisconsin, Mr. Montgomery dying at the

age of fifty and his widow later at the age of sixty-three. The Rev. .\lex-

ander Montgomery was a minister of the Presbyterian church and he and

hi^ wife were the parents of five children, Susan, Ethan T., Emma, Alex-

ander and W illiam .S.

\\ illiam (J. Webster, from the very beginning of his practice in Ionia,

took a prominent position at the bar and was a successful attorney. He was

one of the elders of the Presbyterian church at Ionia and i)Oth he and his

wife took an earnest interest in good wurks hereabout. .About four years

Ix'fore his death, in 1904, he was elected to the office of judge of the Ionia

county probate court and was serving in that position at the time of his

death, at the age of sixty-two years. Judge W illiam O. Webster and wife

were the parents of four children, namel\' : William, who ilietl when about

fifteen vears of age; Montgomery, the subject of this sketch; Anna I'., of

Ionia, and Ruth B., a teacher in Detroit.

Montgomery Webster was reared and educated in Ionia and was grad-

uated from the high school in 1895. Entering the University of Michigan,

he was graduated from the literary department of that institution in 1904.

He then took a year in the law department of the university and in Decem-

l>er, of that year, following the death of his f;ither, was appointed by Gov-

ernor Bliss judge of probate for Ionia county and has since served in that

capacity, having been re-elected at the polls. Previous to his appointment

he had acquired a thorough working knowledge of the details of the probate

court, while register of proljate uufler his father.

On .August 9, 1913, Montgomery Wel)ster was united in marriage to

Jessie Lee, who was born in Keene township, this county, daughter of A.

Judson and Marian (Thompson) Lee, natives of this state; the former died

in l-'ebruary, 1913. and the latter is still li\'ing. A. Judson Lee was the

son of Hiram Lee and wife, natives of Cayuga county, New York, early

settlers of Ionia county and for years prominent residents of Keene town-

ship. Airs. Webster is the second in order of birth of three daughters, her

sisters being Mrs. Aland Sparks and Hazel Lee. Judge and Airs. Webster

have one son, Alontgomery Lee. They are members of the Presbyterian

church, of which Judge Webster is an elder. Lie is also a member of the

local lodges of the Alasons, the Odd l-'ellows and the b.lks, in the affairs of

which organizations he takes a warm interest.
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CHARLES il. HKAULEY.

Charles li. Bradley. WL-ll-kiiuwii undertaker and dealer in furniture' at

Ionia, who has been in tliat business since i8yi, is a native of the British

donnnion across the bortler to the north, ha\ ing been born at Brampton,
the seat of I'eel county, Ontario, about twenty miles west of Toronto, Can-

ada, April i, 18O3, son of George and Margaret ( Smith j Bradley, both

natives of the city of Scarborough, in Yorkshire, England, who came to

this side some time after their marriage and settled in L anada, later moving
to Chicago and thence to Detroit, where their last days were spent.

George Bradle\ was tiie son of Jack Bradley and wife, nati\es of

England, who spent all their li\es in that country. His wife was the son

of an English sea captain and buth her father and mother also si>ent all

their lives in England. George Bradley grew to manhood in Scarborough,
on the east coast of Englaiitl, and was trained to the trade of house and

sign i)ainter, which he followed all hi,-^ life. He married in his native town

and several of his children were born there. He and hi^ family emigrated
to Canatla and located at Brampton, where they lived until 1866, in which

year the_v came to the United States and located at Chicago, where Mr.

Bradley was for some time engaged at his trade. W bile li\ing there the

Bradleys made a trip back to England, returning to Chicago by way of

Canada, and some time later moved to Detroit, this state, where both Mr.

and Mrs. Bradley spent their last days, her death occurring in 1885, she

then being si.xty-eight years of age, and his in 1S87, lie then being se\-enty

years ol age. In England the Bradleys were adherents of the established

church, but upon coming to this country united with the Methodists and

their ciiildren were reared in the latter faith. There were ten of these cliil-

dren. namely: .Mary Ann, wife of William Coleman, of Owen Sound.

Ont.ario; (jeorge, wlio died in August. H)f4; \\ illi.'im 1!.. of Eos Angeles.

California; I'jnily, deceased, who was the wife of A. (i. Husband: Mrs.

.Sarah llopkins. a widow of Cjrosse Isle, this state; {•'ranees H.. deceased.

who was the wile of James W. Ailes. ot Detroit, this >tafe: 1 harles 11..

the immediate subiect ot this biographical sketch, and three who died in

youth.

Charles II. llradley was ;d)out li\e years old when \u> parents nio\cd

from P)ram])lon to Chicago and he received his education in the schools of

the latter city. He lived with his parents until grown and learned the

painter's trade under the competent direction of his father and his brothers.
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George and William, becoming a skilled artisan in that line. He later was

engagetl for a time in the ])atent-niedicine hou.se of his i)rnther-in-law,

Lharles Emmert, at Chicago, and when nineteen years old became a commer-

cial traxeler, in the ser\ice of another brother-in-law. James \\ . .\iles, of

the hrni of L". 1). \\ idni.-in \- Company, Detroit, and was thns engaged for

eleven \ears. In the meantime Mr. Bradley had married an Ionia county

girl and in i8i;i mo\ci! here, locating at Ionia, where he engaged in the

fnrniture and mitlertaking l>usines> in partnersliip with ( ). j. Bretz, which

association was maintained for three years, at the end of which time Air.

Bradle}- bongln hi> partner's interest in the concern and has since con-

ducted the business alone, long having been regarded as one of the leading

Dusiness men of the t(jwn. lie carries a tine stock of goods and has built

up an e.Ktensive trade in the furniture line. In the undertaking department

of his business, -Mr. Ijradlev' carries a coni|)lete and up-to-date equipment

and is considered one of the best funeral directors in this part of the state.

On |ul\' 3, 1SS8. Charles II. lh'adle\' was united in marriage to Mar\'

L. Brown, who was born in Keene township, this countx', in 1S70, daughter

of Matthew and .Melinda 1 IJabcock ) lirown, the former ol whom was born

in Ireland and the latter near I'cjntiac, this state, both now il(.-a<l, to whom
two children were boin, Mr-. Bradlev having a brother, ( denn L. Brown.

.Matthew Brown had been ])reviously married and to his lirst union ti\e

chiliiren had bien born, .\lbert. of Saranac, this county; Harve)', of Keene

township; jercjme, of .Ma.xwood, this state; Jemiie, of I'dsie, this state, ami

Joseph, of Keene township.

'I'o ( "harles II. .and .Mary !.. (Br(]wii) I'.radley Cue children have been

b.irn, Matthew ().. Harold .^.. bd'n.! I., Uussell A. and (denn .A. .Matthew

(i. Bradlev, who is actively emploved in his father's fnrniture est^d)lishment,

married .\lmira Miggius. and ha'- three children, Marian \., I.eora lirovvn

and Floy liloise. Harold S. liradlev, the second son, is in ihe emplov of

the 'S'psilanti Keed l'"urniture Company, of Ioni;i. and the other children

are still at honie. Mr. arid Mrs. Bradley are earnest na-mbers of the .Meth-

odist Ji])iscopal church and take a pro])er interest in all movements having

to do with the advancement of the comnmnity's general welfare, being held

in high regard throughout the county. Mr. Bradlev is a thirtv-second

degree Mason and take> nnich interest in Masonic affairs. He is a mem-
ber of Ionia Lcxlge Xo. 36, l-'ree and .\ccepted Masons; Ionia Chapter No.

1.4. Royal Arch Masons; Jonia Council, Royal and Select Ma.sters ; Ionia

Conimandery No. 11, Knights Tem])lar, of which he has been the captain-
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general since 1903; UeW'itt Llinttm Consistory. Ancient Accepted Scottish

Rite Masons, at Grantl Rapids, and Saladin Temple, Ancient Arabic Order

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Grand Rapids. He is a charter member of

Ionia Lodge No. 548, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, ami is also

a member of Ionia Lodge No. 175, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in

the affairs of all of which organizations he takes a warm interest. In his

political affiliations, Mr. Brailley is a Repnl)lican and ever has given his

thonghtful attention to local political affairs, but has never been an aspirant

for public office.

CHARLES GATES.

Charles Gates, superintendent of the Ionia count}- inrtrmar)", was

formerly a farmer in section 5, of Berlin township, where he still owns a

farm of one hundred and fifty acres, on which farm he first saw the light

of day on February 2, 1880. He is a son ot David and Charlotte (An-

drews) Gates, the former of whom was also born on the farm in lierlin

township, a son of Harry 1'. Gates, who came to this section at an early

date from the state of New \'ork. .\fter marriage, Harry P. Gates came

westward, locating for a time in Indiana and later coming to this county,

where he purchased the farm in section 3, of Berlin township. There he

lived the remainder of his days, being of great assistance in the early

organization of this count\-. lie was also a devoted churchman, a member

of the Baptist church at Saranac and a deacon in that society for a number

of years. He was considered fairly well-to-do in his day and was one of

the leading spn-its of this section at that time. David, son of Harry P. and

father of Charles Gates, |iiirchased the interests of the other heirs in the

tjld homestead and remained there until i<)i<i, when he disjiosed of it to

Claude Branson and took u|) his residence at Saranac.

Charlotte An(h-cw's was born in Ivhode Island ;md came with lur par-

ents to \'an Buren county, this state, where >lie grew to wnmanbood. ."-^he

is the mother of tiiree children, the eldest bemg Hertha. wife of Ellis Dur-

kee, a farmer of Berlin township; Ciiarles, the second child, is the immediate

subject (jf this sketch, and the youngest is i.ottic, wife of James l.y<ins, of

Detroit.

Charles Gates received his education in the district schools near his

home, remaining with his i)arents until the time of his marriage, on April

2, KJ02, to Vennie .\dgate, a daughter ot' (better :iiid Xora .Vdgate. The
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present county infirmary i> the nld Ailgate homestead, sold by tlie heirs to

the count\- in 1906. After marriage, Charles Gates and wife settled on

their own farm of ninety acres adjoining" his father on the north, to whicli

the\- later added forty acres, remaining thereon until March of 19 14.

Charles Gates and wife are the p.arents of three children: Hazel, the

eldest, died when but th.ree years of age: Alfred and (denn are both attend-

ing the district schools at present. Air. Gates is a member of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows through local lodge No. 168, at Saranac,

and politically, he gives su])port lo the Democratic party, being one of the

most active members of that iiart\- in local affairs.

GEORGE W. AlOULTON.

George \V. JMoulton count)' clerk of Ionia county, former postmaster

of Belding, in which latter city he was for years engaged in the real-estate

business, is a native son of Michigan, having been born in the town of

Plymouth, in Wayne county, this .state, July 12, 1866, .son of Enoch S. and

Electa (Sperry) Moulton, the former a native of Xew Hampshire and the

latter of Pennsylvania, who later bec-anie well-known residents of Belding,

in this county.

Enoch S. .Moulton was one of a considerable family of children born

to E)aniel Moulton and wife, the latter of whom was a Gilnian, both natives

of New Hani])shire, who spent all their lives in that state, both living to

ripe old ages. He was reared in his native state and became an expert car-

penter and joiner. He married i"^lecta Sjicrrw whose parents Ixjth died in

middle age in their home in Penn.sylvania, ,ind in 1X38 came to Michigan,

locating at Plymouth, in ^Vayne county, where he followed his trade and

where he w-as living when the Ci\il War broke out. Responding to the call

to arms, luioch S. .Moulton enlisted for serxice and was made a sergeant

of Company I), birst Regiment, .Michigan I'.ngineers and .Mechanics, with

which he ser\ed for three years.

.At the conclusion of his inilitar\ experience, ImiocIi S. Moulton

returned bume and .-iliout 1871 moved to Melding, this county, to take

charge, as suijerintemlent, of a sash, door and l>lind factory, and there he

spent the rest of his life, the last twenty years of his life being clouded by
ill health, his death occurring on March 11, 190J, he then being seventy

years of age. His widow is still living at Belding, in her eightieth year.
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Enoch S. Aloulton was a man of considerable prominence in his ci^mmun-

ity (hu'iiig the acti\e _\-ears ni his life anil had served the pubhc in the

capacity of tuwnshiji clerk and as a justice of the peace. He and his wife

were members of the Baptist church and their children were reared in that

faith. These children, fl\e in number, are as follow : Eugene D., Emma,
widow i)f ]ulward Lamb, residiniL;' in Belding; Elmer E., also of Belding;

George \\'., the immediate subject nf this biographicrd sketcli. and Clara S.,

a stenographer at Belding.

George W. Moulton was six \-ears of age when his parents moved to

lieliling and he grew to manhodd in that city. Following his graduation

from the higii school in 1X.S3 he went to Lansing, where he was engaged
as a clerk in a clothing store for a year, at the end of wliich time he

returned home and soon afterward engaged in the real-estate and insurance

business, in which he l)ecame quite successful, soon ]>ecoming one of the

best-known men in the count}', his activities in his Imsiness taking him to

all parts of this and adjoining counties. Air. Moulton is a Republican and

he eari\' began to take an interest in nolitics, giving his earnest attention to

ci\ic affairs, lie was su|)er\isor from Belding in 1893-94: was citv clerk

of Belding from 1 S9S to 1903. a part of which time he also served as jus-

tice of the peace: from 1004 to looN he was connected with the state land

office at Lansing, and in 1910 he recei\ed his commission as postmaster at

Belding, serving in tliat capacity until 1914, in November of w'hich latter

vear he was elected county clerk, shortly thereafter moving to Ionia, the

county seat, and on jamiary i, 1915, entered upon the duties of that import-

ant office and is now versing the [niblic \er\' satisfactorily in that capacity.

Air. Aloulton still retains his business interests in Belding and is besides tiie

owner of a fine farm of otie hundred and fifty-hve acres in Otisco town-

ship, which he rents out to adxantage, ,ind is accounted c[uite a substantial

citizen.

On Alarch 13, 1892, George W. Aloulton w;is united in marriage to

Jennie i'reiich, who was born on a I arm near .Morley. in the neighboring

countv of Alecosta, b\'brnar\- 10. iSfK). daughter of llem-y and Charlotte

(Crowfoot) ['"rench, both natixes of this st.ate, still living in Mecosta county,

to whom eleven children ha\e been born, of whom seven are still li\'ing,

\\';irreu. Albert. ( h.irk's, Ira. I'.Lie, .'^arah :uid Jennie, the deceased iK-ing

Anna, l)ora, .\lta ami a son who died in intancy.

'i"o Georgi' W . and Jennie i I'rt'uch ) .Moulton tluTe children have been

born: Howard l\., a student in l~erris institute: Bruce S.. a graduate of

the Belding liigh school, now acting as de])uty county clerk, in the ofiice
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of his father, and (iihnaii, a stiuk'iU in the Imiia schddls. The MouUous
have many friends throughout the njunly and are held in iiigh esteem by
all. Mv. .Moulton is a member of the .Masonic and the I'ythian lodt^es at

Belding- and of the lodge of the Elks at Ionia and takes a warm interest in

the affairs of those ])opular orders.

GEORGL-: l'U\N' \\l \C1 ll'.LI., Al. 1).

Dr. George I'ra)- W inciiell, furnier mavor of l(.)nia and a well-known

and successful physician of that city, is a native sou of Ionia ct)unty, hav-

ing been born on a farm in Ronald township, November i, 1873, son of

Monroe B. and Caroline ' Moffett ) Wiuchell, the former a native of New
York state and the latter of Ohio, who came to this section of Michigan in

the days of their }outh and became ]>i"iiniincnt and inllueulial roideuts oi

Ionia county.

Monroe L>. \\ nichell was the si.xth ui urtler <if birth of the seven chil-

dren born to Lorenzo and ]\lary (Castle) Winchell. the others having l>een

Theodore, Lemuel, Addison, Mary L., I'lmebe and Mar\-. Lorcnzn Wiu-

chell was born at ligreniont. Massachusetts, and his wife w;is burn in the

village of Canaan, Columbia county, New ^'ork. At an earl\- d;i\- in the

settlement of this section of Michigan they emigrated with their family

from New York state and settled in Ionia inunty. where they established

their home in Ronald township and there they spent the remainder of their

lives. -Mrs. Winchell died at the age of si.xty-live and her husband sm'vi\ed

her nian_\- years, he being eighty-six years of age at the time of bis death.

It was about the year 1870 that Monroe Winchell incivcd nvrr frmn

Kent county into Ionia county and in 1880 Monroe Winchell bought a

forty-acre fruit farm a mile and one-half northeast of Ionia and there

established his home. He married (aroline .MolTett, of Kent county, daugh-
ter of James and Mary Moffett, who had driven through from Ohio to

that county, with their family, by ox-team, and become permanent residents

of Kent county. James Moffett had been the owner of a Large woolen-

mill and an extensive farm in ( )hio. but through the finaucial misfortunes

of his business partner had lost pretty much everything he possessed and

rlecided to come to the new country hereabout and start over again. Both

he and his wife spent their last days in Kent county, he being seventy-nine

years of age at the time of his death and she sixty-hve. They were the
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parents of twelve children, of whimi nine grew to maturity: Excine, Helen,

Clarissa, .Vbigail, Luiinia, Caroline, Lottie, Robert and Albert.

Monroe B. Winchell became a well-to-do farmer and fruit raiser and

remained on the farm adjacent U> Ionia until about the year igoj, when he

and his wife retired from the farm and moved into the city of Ionia, where

Mrs. Winchell died in 1003. at the age of fifty-seven years. He is still liv-

ing- there, a highlv respected citizen of Ionia. Mr. Winchell is a member

of the Methodist church, as was iiis wife, and their children were reared

in that faith. There were six of these children, all of wdiom are still living,

nanielv: Walter ]>.. of Ionia; Alildred Belle, unmarried, who also lives at

Ionia; Dr. (ieorge 1'., the subject of this biographical sketch; Laura M.,

wife of J. 1"^. Dodds, of Detroit, this state; Dr. Clarence G., a dentist, of

Ionia, and Alary, wife of Edward Conroy, of Ionia township, this county.

George I'. \\ inched was reared nu the home farm near Ionia and was

graduated from the Ionia high school in 1896. after which he taught school

for four \ears, at the end of which titne, in IQOO. he entered the medical

de])artment of the University nf .Michigan from which he was graduated

in igo4, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Thus admirably e<|uipped

for the practice ni hi^ chosen profession. Doctor Winchell e.slablished an

office in Ionia and has ever since been engaged in practice in that city, being

one of the best-known Homeopathic physicians in this part of the state.

Doctor Winchell is a clo.se student and keeps fully abreast of the constant

adxance in the practice of medicine, taking an active interest in the delib-

erations of the Ionia County Medical Society, the Michigan State Medical

.'society and the .\merican Medical Association, of which organization he

is a member. He occupies a high position in the estimation of his profess-

ional colleagues hereabout and an e(|uall\- high position in the esteem of

the general ])ul)lic. Doctor Winchell is a Republican and has c\er given his

tlionglitful attenlioii lo the pobtical ;dTairs of the couulw Me was honored

by the people of bmia b\ his election to the ot'l'u'e ni ma\or ol that city

;uid ser\ed a terni ;is chief executive ot the cit\- \er\- creditably. DiUMUg

bis incumbencx' the cit\ hall, armory, new hre barn ;md .State street sewer

were constructed.

( )n \'o\cniliei- 17, l8<)7, George P. Winchell was um'ted in ni.arriage

to ( 'or;i llall, who was boni in Ionia, daughter of Arthur \'. .and .M.atilda

(.Martin) ll.ill, the former of whom w;is born in this county and the Latter

in Can.ada, an<l both of whom are still lix'ing. Artbiu' .\. Il.all is one of the

six chilihx'ii born to b'^bua llall and wife, the Latter ol whom was a

Ilaight, who were among the earliest settlers of this countv, the other chil-
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(Ircn cit tliai faniily liaxiuL; l)een iicnry. Lutlier, ?Vank. Jolm and Ada.

Three of tlie children horn to Arlhm- X. Hall and wife are still living,

Roy. Herbert C. and Raljih. Mrs. Cura W inchcU died on March IQ, 1899.

at the age of t\vent\ -six ye;irs, leaving a danghter. Dorothv.

On June _'8, 1904, George i'. W'inchell was married, secondlv, to

^iartha L. Norton, who was horn at Hudson, this state, daughter of Henry
W. and Lovisa (Holmes) Norton. Henry W. Nortc^n. who is still living,

is a native of New York state, heing the eldest of the two children l)orn

to his parents. Henry Norton and wife, natives of that same state. His

wife died in Ionia in 1908, at tlie age of sexenty-three years. Thev were

the ]iarents of seven children: Henry F'., Alary, Lucv, Charles, Helen,

-Martha and Arthur. Mrs. Norton w'as one of a famih- of fourteen chil-

dren born to her parents, among those who grew to maturitv being Hiram,

Alfred, Lucy, Durinda, .\nianda and Sarah.

To Dr. George P. and Martha L. ( Norton ) \Ainchell four children

have been born, Katherine. I'.-uiline, Jessie and Norton MofYett. Doctor

and Mrs. W'inchell are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, the

doctor being one of the trustees of that church, and take a warm interest in

the general social and cultural affairs of the community, l)eing held in high

regard b\' their man\- friend^ in bmia and throughout the cmintv.

COR.VL A. ST1TJA\I-,LL

(oral A. .Stillwell. a w ell-kmiw n merchant of Ionia, this coiuU_\', doing

business in the general second-hand house furnishings line, at the same time

niaintainirlg a well-equii)ped caliinet shop, making a specialty of expert repairs

to furniture, is a native son of Michigan, having been born at Cialesburg.

this state, February 6, 1877, son of ( 'harles and Mary (Palmer) .Stillwell.

both natives of this state, as were their res])ective parents before them.

('harles Stillwell was reared on a farm two miles from Galesburg and

became a carpenter by trade. His father and mother both lived to ripe old

ages, the former having been ninety-nine years of age at the time of his

death. They were the parents of four children, (leorgc, (harles, Susan and

Irvin. Mrs. Stillwell's father was a blacksmith and both he and his wife

lived to old age, the latter being past ninety at the time of her death. (Jrand-

father Palmer was a veteran of the Civil War and during the latter years of

his life his physical condition was nuich affected by the results of his army
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service. He and his wife were the parents of six children, Alary. Calista,

EUa, Issie, Milo and Merrett. Charles StiUweU and wife are both still

li\'ing.

Coral A. Stillwell was reared at Galeslnirg and at Hamilton, this state,

receiving his education in the public schools, and at the age of fifteen started

out for himself and has made his own way in the WDrkl ever since. Hi^

first work was as clerk in a store and he then followed various pursuits,

until he took u]) cabinet-making, in which he became quite proficient and

which he has followed ever since. He worked in various factories, alsd

becoming an e.xpert upholsterer, and has had a wide experience in furniture

making. He presently engaged in business for himself and after l)eing

located temporarilv in Sheridan, Sparta, Belding, Greenville and I'owen

City, settled in Ionia in 1912 and has since then been located in that city.

doing an extensive business in the secdud-hand Imuse furnishings line and

general furniture repair.

In i8c;9 ('oral A. Stillwell was united in marriage to Delia Jones, al.so

a native of Michigan, daughter of Horace and Louisa Jones, of Sheridan,

this state, the former of whom is a veteran of the Ci\il W'.ar. Mrs. Still-

well has two brothers and two sisters, Fred, Arthur, Jennie and Xettie. To

Coral A. and Delia (Jones) Stillwell five children have Ijeen born, Milton.

Dorothy, Charles, Harold and Laverne. Mr. and Mrs. Stillwell are mem-

bers of the Methodist church. They have made many friends during the

time they have been located in Ionia and are held in high regard by all. Mr.

Stillwell is a Republican and takes a good citizen's interest in the political

affairs of the countv and state.

ANTHONY M. KOI IN.

One of the farmers of Kcene township. Inni.n county, who ])elic\es in

a(ln|iting nKKJeni methods n\ tilling the soil is Anthony M. Kohn. wlii> was

born on the farm where he now lives, in section lO, November 17. 1S60.

He is a .son of .\nlon and joh.inna (Schmidt) Kohn. The father was horn

in Trieves, Prussia, in 1820, and the mother was a nati\e of Luxemburg,

Germany. I'or two vears he was one of the body guard for F.niperor

\Mlliam. When young they came to the United States and were married

in .\lbany. New N'ork, later taking u]) their residence in Krie county, that

state, where thev bought a farm, which they sold in a few years and came
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by Ijoat to Detroit in 1S48, on tirst steamer to cross Lake Erie, and from

there dro\e a one-liorse wagon to Cook's Corners, Otisco township, Ionia

county, Michigan, where he worked as a laborer for some time, then bought

a farm tliere, but owing to the fever and ague prevaiHng there, sold out

and bought a farm one-half mile north of the Catholic church, and he

resided there until the spring of 1S58, when he located in Keen township on

a farm which is now owned by Anthony M. It consisted of forty acres,

and he went in debt for most of it. assuming a mortgage of eighty dollars,

which was considered by his neighbors as about the worth of the place,

lie was a man of thrift, antl he made a success, and later added to his

holdings until he had a farm of one hundred acres, and also bought eighty

in another part of Otisco townshi]). He was a member of the Catholic

church and was a iilieral sup])orter of the same. Politically, he was a

Republican. His death occurred in February, 1908, his wife having died

in February, 1907. She was born January 10, 1S32. lliey celebrated

their golden wedding anniversary on .April 22, 1901, their marriage having

taken place on April 21, 1851, They became parents of six children, three

of whom survive, namely: John ¥., who is farming in Otisco township;

Lydia, who is the wife of John M. Laux. and they live in Keen township,

and Anthony M., the subject of this sketch. Subject's father was a man
of six feet and weighed two hundred pounds. He was a vigorous, power-

ful man in his prime.

Anthony Al. was reared on the home farm and he was educated in the

district schools of Keene township. He has always lived on the homestead

and took care of his parents in their old age. He has kept the place under

good improxements anfl a high state of cultivation. Fie owns two hun-

dred and forty acres, all in Keene township, and he carries on general

farming and raises good live stock of all kinds.

Mr. Kohn was married on .September 13, 1898, to Minnie Gork, of

Comstock Park. .Michigan. She was born in Gennany. Two sons have

been born to this union, namely: 'S'ork. whose birth occurred on December

21. 1899, is engaged in farming with bis father, and Paul, wdio was born

on December 16, 1902, is attending school.

Politically, Mr. Kohn is a Republican. He has served as highway

commissioner, also as treasurer and suiK^rvisor of his township, holding the

office of super\Msor four years, lie has also been school director. lie is

one of the influential and honored men of Keene townshi]), where he has

spent his life and has always enjoyed a good reputation.

(i8a)
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AMOS M. WELCH.

Amos J\l. Welch, head nf the linn of .\. .\1. Welch & Sons, of the

Michigan Land Company, of Ionia, this count}-, one of the most extensive

landowners in this section uf the state and for \ears recognized as one of

the most active and influential men of atiairs hereal.nut is a native son of

Ionia county having heen horn nn a homestead farm in Ionia township,

January 17, 1857, son of Col. John IJ. and Sarah .\nn (.Morgan) Welch,

natives of New \'ork state and early settlers of this county, for many years

leaders in the ])ioneer life (_>f this section.

Ciil. John Ij. W'elch w;is the stju of Vine and Ruth ( .S(|uire;- ) Welch,

both natives of New Vnrk state, the former a blacksmith, who became

pioneers of Ionia coimt\', ha\ ing settled here in a very earl_\- day in the set-

tlement of this region, and here they spent their last days, both li\'ing to

ripe old ages, long active in the pioneer life of the community. \ ine Welch

and wife were the parents of seven children, Levi, Simon, Eliza, Ezekiel,

Polly, John B. and \'ine. John B. ^Velch was reared in New York state

and became a butcher 1)\- trade. There he married M.arcia Keziah Wilson,

who died, leaving two children, !'"diza and Ruth. Me then came West, seek-

ing a new home and was attracted by the possiliilities presented in this

section of Michigan. He walked all the way from Detroit carrying a gun
on his shoulder, and settled in Ionia township, this countw where he bought

eighty acres of land, which he proceeded td clear. Shortly after his arrival

here he married, secondly, Mrs. Sarah .\nu Roberts, widow of Amos Rob-

erts, and the mother of three children. James i'... Statira and George R.

Mrs. Rol>erts was born in tlie state of New \'(irk. d.uighter of Captain

Selden .-md l.ucen.a ( Palmer) Morgan, lioth natives of that same state, who

.spent all their lives there. Captain .Morgan, who was the son of a Revolu-

tionary soldier, was a captain of the coinpanv of state militi.a at llion. New
\'ork. ;md was a ])rosperous shi])])er and grain buver. who nvvned a lleet of

canal boats plying on the waters of the oM Erie canal. He died on Januarv

30, 1837, at the age of fifty-three years. Me ;uid his wife were the parents

of ten children, .Selden Iv, Abel G., Samuel. .S.arali Ann, George P.. David.

.\nson. J.imes, .\lzena ;uid W;dter G. When .Mrs. Roberts came to Ionia

county she rode in a rude wagon from (iraud Rajiids to .\d;i. and thence bv

canoe, the same paddled by two Indians. u]i the Grand river to a point one

mile west of Ionia, landing at a log cabin which stood until 19 13 on the

site now owned bv the state reformatory.
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After his secuiul marriage John B. Welch established his home nn his

pioneer tract in Ionia township and there reared his family, he and his wife

quickly taking a lead in the pioneer life of the community. Upon the break-

ing out of the Ci\il \\'ar he raised the Twenty-first Regiment, Michigan
\ ulunteer Infantr\-. antl was commissioned colonel of that regiment. At

the conclusion of his military experience, Colonel Welch resumed his

actixities in an agricultural way and speedily prospered. As he prospered,

he added to his land holdings until he became the owner of seven lumdred

acres of land and was accounted one of the most substantial farmers in the

county. In their declining years he and his wife retired from the farm and

moved to Ionia, where Colonel Welch died in 1895, at the age of eighty

years. His widow sur\'ived him nine years, she Iseing eighty-six years of

age at the time of her death. Both were earnest members of the Christian

church and firmly believed in the gospel as taught by the primitive or first

disciples of Christ. Four children were born to Colonel Welch's second

marriage, namely: Alarcia, who married John H. Hamilton, a prominent

resident of Ionia: Mary, wife of K. R. Smith, also of Ionia; John D., of

Portland, Oregon, and Amos M., the immediate subject of this biographical

sketch.

Amos "SI. W elch was reared on the homestead farm in Ionia town-

ship, receiving his elementarv education in the district school in that neigh-

borhood, after which he entered the high school at Ionia. After completing

the course there he continued making his home on the farm and there resided

until he had reached manhood's estate, for a time acting as manager of the

same. In i87<j, then being twenty-two years of age. he went to Kansas,

arriving in that state on Decemlx^r i of that year, and there made his home
for five \-ears, residing in Elk c<')unty. On .May r, 18S4, he returned to

Ionia county and uiion his father's retirement from the farm about that

time he bought the old home place, which he still owns, and there he li\ed

until 19 10, in which year he turned the place, now comprising a well-culti-

vatefl tract of four hundred and forty-five acres, o\er to his son, John B.,

and nio\ed to Ionia, where he has made bis home ever since. U])on locat-

ing in Ionia. Mr. Welch organized the Michigan I.;uid Company, o])erated

under the direction of the firm of .'X. M. Welch & .Sons, and has done a

large business in realty, besides taking part in other enterprises. I'.esides

the home farm be is the owner of other land in this county and live thou-

sand acres in Iosco and Ogemaw counties and is one of the directors of the

State Savings Bank of Ionia.

In Kansas City, Missouri, .Amos .M. Welch was united in ui.irriage to
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Emma Tremayne, daughter of Dr. Henry and Jane (Johnson) Tremayne.

natives of Canada, the former of whom for many }ears was a prominent

]>h\-sician at Treinayne's Corners, ha\'ing A\ali\ed to that place at the time

of liis location there, his practice covering the period when doctors were

wont to \-isit their patients on horsel)ack, dispensing their medicines from

saddlehags. Doctor Tremayne died in 1906 and his widow is still living.

They were the parents of but two children. Emma and Henry.

To Amos M. and Emma (Tremayne) \^'elch four children have been

born, sons all, as follow: John B., a farmer of Ronald township, who mar-

ried Leah Rogers and has one child, a son, Amos; Henry T., in charge of

the old homestead, who married Blanche Re^-nolds and has two children,

Douglas R. and Emma J.; Amos Palmer, living at home, a graduate of

Eerris Institute at Big Rapids, who is now shipping clerk for the Ypsilanti

Reed Company, and George Douglas, who died at the age of eighteen months.

Mrs. Welch is a member of the Episcopal church. Both she and her hus-

band are warmly concerned in all movements having to do with the advance-

ment of the common good hereabout and are held in high regard by their

many friends throughout the county. Mr. Welch is a Democrat and takes

an active interest in local politics, but has never been included in the office-

seekinsr class. He is a member of the local lodges of the Elks, the Wood-

men and of the Knights of the Maccabees.

EDWLN FOREST BECKWITH. M. D.

Dr. Edwin h'orrest Beckwith, who for more than a quarter of a century

has been one of the leading medical practitioners in this part of the state

and who has been located at Ionia, this county, since the year 1887, is a

native of Ohio, having been liorn in the city of Marietta, that state, I\Iay

t8, 1857, son of Dr. Ephraini Craig and Frances Knight (horrest) Beck-

with, bdth natives of Ohio, whose last days were spent in Columbus, the

capital of that state.

Fphraim Craig Beckwith was born at Norwalk, in the Western Reser\-e.

Ohio. His father and mother, the latter of whom was a Herrick, were

Eastern people and both lived to ripe old ages, the former dying at the age

of seventy and the latter at the great age of ninety-four. They were the

parents of live cliildren. four sons and one daughter, all of whom became
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connected with the medical profession, those besides the son above mentioned

being" David H., a prominent physician; Ezra, who was a prosperous drug-

gist; Setli, who also became a physician, and Marian, who married Dr. T.

P. Wilson, who for years was professor of materia medica in the Uni-

versity of Michigan. Though reared on a farm, Ephraim C. Beckwith's

youth was surrounded by home influences which directed his thougiits toward

study and he early decided to become a physician, hollowing his gradua-

tion from Geneva Medical Colleg'e, Geneva, New \'ork, he located for the

practice of his profession at Marietta, Ohio, where he was thus quite suc-

cessfully engaged for two or three years, during which time he married

hVances Knight Forrest, only child and daughter of the Rev. Josiah and

l.\<lia ( Kunkel ) Forrest, the former a minister of the Methodist church,

born in Maryland, whose last days were spent in Zanesville, Ohio.

About the year 1864 Dr. Ephraim C. Beckvvith moved to Zanesville,

Ohio, where he was engaged in practice for several years, at the end of

which time he sold his practice and went to Cincinnati as medical superin-

tendent of the Cincinnati sanitarium. Almnt two years later he moved to

Columbus, same state, where he re-engaged in the regular practice and was

there located the rest of his life, his death occurring- when he was fifty-four

years of age. His widow surxiveil him a number of \ears. Dr. E. C. Beck-

with was a physician of wide renown throughout Ohio, haxing long been

regarded as one of the leaders of his profession in that state. He and his

W'ife were earnest members of the Presh^'terian church. They were the

parents of three children, sons all, the subject of this biographical sketch

having two brothers, AMiitney Craig, now deceased, and Charles Potwin

Beckwith, an analytical chemist in the laboratories of the Parke-Davis Com-

pany at Detroit.

Edwin borrest Beckwith was reared in ( )hio, receixing his elementary

education in the grade schools of Zanes\ille, Cincinnati and Columljus and

was graduated from the high school in the latter city, after which he tcii>k

a course at Farmer's College in the suburbs of ( 'iucinniui. b'rum early

childhood he ha<l displayed a decided artistic talent, and this talent w.as

further culti\ate(l b\' a course in art, and many of his early jjaintings were

exhibited in Columbus and attracted favorable attention among friends and

in the art circles of that section. Previously lu- b.id been engaged as a

traveling salesman by a wholesale shoe house, and during all thi^ time was

sedulously employing his leisure in the reading of medical books, inider the

careful direction of his father. .Sul)sequently he entered Starling Medical
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College at Columbus, from which he was graduated in 1885, since which

time he has been continuously engaged in the practice of his profession.

Following his graduation from medical college. Dr. Edwin F. Beck-

with left Columbus and located at Urbana, Ohio, where he opened an office

and was engaged in the practice of his profession for alxjut six months, at

the end of which time, attracted by the glowing reports that then were

emanating from this favored section of Michigan, he came to Ionia county
and located at Muir, at once taking a high place among the medical practi-

tioners of this section. After a practice of about three vears at Muir,

Doctor Beckwith was appointed medical superintendent of the state reforma-

tory and house of correction at Ionia and held that impiirtant i:)osition during
the incuml^ency of the Repultlican administration, at the end of which he

resigned, but was afterward reappointed and altogether served in that

capacity for a period of ten years, meantime maintaining an office in the

city of Ionia, where he has been established as a successful and widely

known practitioner ever since 1887, thus being one of the best-known physi-

cians in this part of the state.

On December 23, 1880, Dr. lulwin V. Beckwith was united in mar-

riage to Kate Burr, who was born in Delaware, Ohio, one of the nine chil-

dren of Col. Raymond and Eliza ( I\un\-on ) Burr, and to this union four

children have been born, as follow: .Mice F., who married Prof, F. !'>.

Stiven, of Oberlin College, and has three children, l-llizabeth, Robert and

Mary Jean; Bertha B., who married Prof. E. H. Johnson, of Ivenyon Col-

lege, Gambier, Ohio, and has one child, a son, Raymond; Raymond B., pro-

fessor of biology in the Tempe Normal School at Tempe, .Arizona, who

married Erma Jones ant! has two children, a daughter, Janice, and a son,

Edwin Forrest, and Mary Louise, who niarrieil llie l\c\ , branklin I).

Butchart, of Cleveland, Ohio.

Doctor and Mrs. Beckwith are earnest nicmliers of the F'resbylerian

church at loni.a, the doctor ba\ing been a ruling elder in that congregation

for many years, and both are among the leaders in the social and cultural

activities of the city, being held in the \ery highest esteem throughout this

whole region. Doctor Beckwith is a thirty-second tlegree Mason, affiliated

with the blue lodge, the cha]iler ,ind the ccHuicil of that order at Ionia and

with the consistory at (jraiul Ra[)ids, ha\ing Ijeen a .Scottish Kite Mason

since February 20, 1896, and is also a luember of .Saladin Temple, .\ncient

Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic .Sjn-inc, at ( ir.uul Rapids, in .all

of which dep.irtnu'nts of M;isonr\- he lakes a warm interest.
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W'LXSLOW PAGE BL'RMAXS.

In the memorial annals of Ionia county no name stands out more promi-

nently than that of the late W'inslow Page Burhans. one of the early bankers

of Ionia and a man whose part in the development of the material interests

of that city and of the county at large was of incalculable \ahie to the com-

munity. His widow is still living at Ionia, where she enjoys many evidences

of the high esteem in which she is held by all.

\\'inslow P. Burhans was born in Albany county, New \'ork, one of

the five children born to Cornelius and Hannah (Legg) Burhan>, well-to-do

farming people, who spent all their lives in that county. He was gi\en an

excellent education and was early trained to a mercantile life, which he fol-

lowed for a time and later engaged in tanning in northern New York, in the

Adirondacks. \\'hile there, in 1S57, he married and Iwd years later, in 185Q,

he and his wife came to ^Michigan and located at Ionia, where Mr. Burhans

sjient the rest of his life and where Mrs. Burhans is still living. Upon his

arrival in Ionia Mr. Burhans engaged in the banking l>usiness and was thus

engaged c[uite successfull\- until failing health compelled his retirement from

active business, his death occurring in US85. He was a member of the

Presbyterian church, as is his widow, and was an active member of the

Masonic fraternity.

On Jul}- _'<;, 1S57, W'inslow P. Burhans was united in marriage to

Rachel .-\. Dorman, who was l)orn at Albany, New ^'ork, July 15, 183 1,

youngest of the six children of Daniel and Cornelia ( Witbeck) Dorman, the

other children of that family h.-i\ing been .^arah. Jacob, Harriet, (iertrude

and Nancy. Daniel Dorman was for years a well-known merchant in Albany.

In their later years he and his wife remoxed lo Ionia, where they spent a

couple of years, later going to Illinois, where Mr. Dorman died. His widow

died in Albanx', while making a \isit to her old home there, at the age of

seventy-three. Daniel Dorman was the second in order of birth of the four

children born to his parents, .Varon Dorman and wife, natives of .\lbany

county, and farming people. His wife, Cornelia, was the fourth in order of

birth of the ti\r children Ijorn to her parents, the others having been Will-

iam, Stephen, Gertrude and Sarah. Her mc^ther, i-'Jizabeth ( Teneyck) Wit-

heck, was the third wife of her father. Grandfather Witbeck. having been

married three times, having two children by his first wife and one by his

second. Grandmother Witbeck was the (laughter of old .M;ijor Teneyck,

who built a mansion on the Hudson river, which retnained ;i l,iiidni;irk in
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that vicinity for many j-ears, being finally destroyed )jy fire but a few

years am.

To Winslow P. and Rachel A. ( Dornian) Burhans three children were

born. Hannah, lovingly knuwn to her friends as "Dolly'": \\'inslow, who
died at the age of three years and six months, and Winslow, second, who
died unmarried at the age of twenty-five years. On October lo, 1883, Han-
nah Burhans married Willis X'anDevanter, of Marion, Indiana, who later

moved to Wyoming, where he became chief justice of the supreme court of

that state: later United States circuit judge for the eighth judicial circuit

and who on Decemljer 16, 1910, was appointed associate justice of the

United States supreme court, now living in Washington, D. C, to which

union two sons ha\'e been born. Isaac Page and \\'inslow Page lUirhans.

THOM.^S A. GARTEN.

Thomas A. Garten, the owner of "Tlie Big Daxlight Store," one of the

large depa.rtment stores of Ionia, JNIichigan, was born in Ontario, Ganada,

on October 6, i860. He is the son of John and Katherine (Stone) Garten,

he a nati\-e of Dublin, Ireland, and she of Lampkin county, (Dntario. Thev

were the p.arents of the following children: Thomas A., the subject of

this sketch: !\ichard, who lives in Ionia: INIary, who is the wife of Gharles

Kru]), of Otisco, Ionia count\' : Charles, who li\es in Gr.and Rapids: Annie,

who is the wife of Arthur Gain, of Ionia: Katherine, who is the wife of

Joseph Watcha. of Orleans. Ionia county: John, of Ghicago. Illinois: i-"rank.

of Ionia. su]>erintcndent ol the ('arlen store: l^ll.'i, who lix'e.s at Detroit.

Michigan. ;iU(l John and Robert, A\ho died when \'Oung,

Jolm Garten, father of the subject of this sketch, came to Ganada when

a l)ov ;uid then to the United St;ites in 1873. He located in Gannonslnn-g.

Kent cotuitN'. where he ran ;i carriage, wagon and blacksmith ^ho]i for a

number of vears. The last ten \'ears of his life were spent in Ionia, where

he dieil in 11)14 -it the age ot eight\-fi\e. 11c belonged to the Gatholic

elnirch. I lis wife sur\'i\'es him. rmd i-; now past se\-enty-se\-en \-ears of age.

-.She is a I'aptist. The father of b'hn (aiien was Patrick G.'irten. and his

wife was Mary (.Swift) Garten. They were both u,iti\es of Ireland. He
was a merchant in Dublin, lie died in Ireland .it .ibout thirtv-eight vears

of age, but his wife came to ( anada, and died at ( anuonshurg, Mich-

igan, at the age of ninety-two years. They had four children : John,
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father of the sul)ject of this sketch: Michael, Mary ami Thomas. The

father of Katherine (Stone) Carten, the mother of the subject of this

sketch, was Charles .Stone, whose wife was Jane (Wortman) Stone. The

\\ ortnians were nati\"es of England. L'harles Stone was a nati\e of \'er-

int)nt. He was a pioneer in this county and cleared up live farms. They

both died at an advanced age. Their family consisted of the following

children: .Miner\:i, Katherine, George, C'harles, .\ima, John and Richard.

Thomas A. ( arten, the subject of this sketch, li\ed in Canada until

he was twehe x'ears of age. and attended the puljlic schools there. He then

came to the L'nited States and lived in Cannonsljurg until the age of seven-

teen, at which time he came to Ionia. He began clerking for Stone Broth-

ers in their drvgoods store rmd remained there for si.x years. He then went

with Marshall I'ield, of Chicago, for two 3'ears and lived there; then went

to Xewton, Kansas, where he spent a few months, but returned to Chicago

to accept a position ,'is the head of the department for James H. Walker &

Company. This position he held for two years. He came to Ionia in 1887

and l)ecame a member of the firm of Stone & Carten, and remained in this

position for three years. This iiartnershiji was then dissolved, and Mr.

Carten took over the business, and the Firm name was changed to Thomas

.v. Carten. Business has increased and Mr. Carten now employs about

forty-five clerks.

On May ^^, iSi^j. Thomas .\. Carten was married to Etta McDonald,

who is a daughter of Patrick and Helen (Murphy) McDonald. .Subject

and wife had but one child, who died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Carten are

nienil)ers of the Catholic church. He belongs to the Knights of Columbus,

and also to the Hibernians. He is also a member of the Independent ( )rder

of Foresters, and of the Roxal Arcanum. He is also a member of the

Moose lodge, and of the Ionia Lodge Xo. 548, Benevolent Protective Order

of Elks. He is a Democr.it in politics, and was state de]:)uty oil inspector

under governor W'inans. lie was an alderman for .several years, and was

also a supervisor.

Etta McDonald was born in Holly, New York, the daughter of Pat-

rick and Ellen (Murphy) McDonald, natives of Ireland, both of whom are

now deceased. They were the |)arents of two children. i'Tta and Mary,
i'atrick McDonald ser\cd in Comjiany 13. Tenth Michigan Ca\'alry. and

saw active service during the Civil War. .After his honorable discharge

from the army he continued to reside in Michigan. P.atrick McDonald was

the son of Francis and Piridget (Bindley) McDonald, both of whom were

natives of Ireland. Francis McDonald died in his nati\e land and his
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willow l>roui^ht their children to this country and settled in Xew ^'ork.

Ihev were the parents of the following children: Xancy, Marv, Patrick,

Rose, Bridget and Frank. Mrs. Ellen ( Alurphy ) McDonald was the

daughter of James and Mar)- (Howard) Murphw
Mr. Carter has had excepti(jnal training in his chosen tneld of endeavor.

From his earliest youth he has Ijcen engaged in. and has constantly studied,

merchandising, -\fter entering the Marshall hield estahlishment in Chi-

cago, his advancement was ver\ rapitl. Fie started in the dress-goods

<lepartment and hy successixe ])romotions soon was in the imported-goods

department, one nf the most impnrtant departments in the l-'ield estahlish-

ment. While in this latter department Mr. Carten hatl the valued o]:)por-

tunit\- of co-operating with Mr. Wallace, noted as one nf the nn.ist cnmpe-
tent judges of laces in the world, and there he absorl:)ed a tliomugh knowl-

edge of foreign merchandise and especially of the finer laces. While in

the Field employ Mr. Carten became intimately associated with Mr. John

Shedd, now the head of the great Field stores.

Needless to say. the Carten store in hinia reflects the \alue of Mr.

Carten's comprehensi\'e training in his business. Mr. Carten has made his

store deservedl}- popular and this liespeaks itself in the splendid patronage

enioved.

ALFRI-:!) RUSSELL LOCKE.

Alfred Russell Locke, former prosecuting attorney of lon'm county and

member of the board of control of the Michigan state rcform;U(iry at Ionia,

is a nati\e son of this count\'. ha\ing been born 1 in a larm in h'.aston town

ship, August 28, 1868, son of Wilbur 11. and Harriet I.. ( Farker) Locke,

the former of whom also is a native of thi.s county and the latter of Orleans

county, New York, for years well-to-do farmers of ( )tisco township, this

county, now lixing in comfortable retircuK-ni in the city ol Ionia.

Wilbur Fl. I.ocke is the son of Jonathan Russell and .Mary ((loodwin)

Locke, the former a native of Massachusetts and the latter ol Xew \ ork.

who. in 1837, came to .Michigan, settling iti Ionia county and taking a claim

in Ionia township. Ix'ing thus .among the \-ery earliest settlers ot this region,

and here they spent the remainder of their li\os, well-res|)ected and highly

useful citizens of the community. .Mary (ioodwni I.ocke died on the home-

stead farm in Tonia township in 1855. Jonallian Russell Locke survi\ed

her many vears. his death occurring at the home of his son in Otisco town-

shiii in 1895. 1'^' <'"*' '''^ ^'''''^" ^\ere the i)arents of ,si\ children. Cynthia,
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Ruth, Wilbur, Electa, Manirsa and .Mary. W'llliur 11. Locke was reared

on the homestead farm in Ionia township and grew up to the life of a fanner.

Being the only son he was an aid to his father in the labors of developing-

the homestead. In September, i8f)i, he enlisted for service during the Civil

War in Company 1). Third Michigan Cavalry, witli which he served until

the close of the war. being mustered out as a non-ci^mniissioned officer in

September, 1865.

.\t the close of the war Wilbur H. Locke returned to the farm and

shortly thereafter married Harriet L. Parker, a neighbor, daughter of

I'Mward Z. and Clarissa I). ( Gregor\' ) Parker, natives of New York state,

who came to Ionia county in 1865, settling ou a farm in luiston townshij),

later iuo\ing into Otisco township, where Mr. Parker died. His widow
retired to Ionia in igii and died there the year following, at the age of

eighty-nine years. They were the parents of two children, daughters both,

Harriet L., who married Mr. Locke, and Sarah. To \\'ilbur H. Locke and

wife but two children were liorn, sons both, of whoiu the subject of this

biographical sketch alone survives, his brother, Charles Parker Locke, hav-

ing died in 1904.

Alfred Russell Locke was reared on the ])ateriial farm, receiving his

early education in the district school in the neighborhood of hi> home and

in the high school at Belding, from which latter school he was graduated
in [886, after which he Ijegan teaching school, continuing his work on the

fariu during the summers. In the fall of 188S he entered the Agricultural

College at Lansing and was graduated from that institution in 1891, and in

the fall of that year was married, after which he again entered the ranks

of Ionia county teachers and was thus engaged for one year, at the end of

which time he was appointed clerk of the law librarv at the ca])itol at Landing
and served in that important capacity for two years, during which tune bis

inclination to embrace the law as a ])rofession was greatl\- strengthened, his

previous studies along that line having been advanced amid the excellent

setting for a law student he found in the state law bbrary. Mr. Locke then

received the appointment as deputy United States consul at (ilasgow, Scot-

land, and spent tw^o years abroad in the consular service of the country.

He then returned to Ionia cf)unty and, having l)een admitted to the bar in

1893, began tlic practice of his profession at Helding, where he remained

until the spring of 1898, at which time he luoxed to bmia, where be has

been located ever since.

Upon locating at lom'a Mr. Locke formed a iiartnersbip I'or llie ])raclice

of the law with Judge .Allan B. Morse, former iudge of the state su]>reine
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court, whicli niutually agreeablu l>artner^lli]) continued for nine vears. at the

end of which time, in 1907, Air. Locke formed a partnership with Dwiglit

C. Sheldon, under the firm name of Locke & Sheldon, which partnership

was continued until the death of Mr. Sheldon in May, 1912. since whicli

time Mr. Locke has been practicing alone. Air, Sheldon was prosecuting

attorney of Ionia county at the time of his death and his partner, Mr. Locke,

was appointed to fill tlie unexpired term. In the fall of 191 2 he was elected

to that office, as the n(jminee of the Democratic party in this county, and

served until January i, 1915, the date of the expiratiim i_}f his term of otifice.

Since retiring frcnn jjuhlic oftice Mr. Locke has been engaged in private

[practice, and has an extensi\e and constantly growing practice. In igoi

Mr. Lucke was appointed as a memljer uf the board of control of the state

reformatory at Ionia and has been twice re-appointed to that position, his

present term of service in that capacity running to February, 19 18. ]-"f)r

three terms Mr. Locke ser\-ed as city attorney of the city of Ionia and for

three years has l)een a member itt the Ionia school Ijoartl, of which he is

now president.

On October 20, iSyi, .\lfred R. Locke was united in marriage to Ona
i'>. Alorse, who was l>orn in Otisco township, this county. Sei)teml)er 30.

1869, daughter of Joseph D. and Emily ( Fi.ske) Alorse. both nati\es of this

county, the former of whom died in 1913, at the age of seventy years and

the latter of whom is still living, who were the parents of three children,

Ona H., John L. and Kufus K. Jose])h D. Morse, wdio was an honored

veteran of the Ci\il War, member of the b'irst Regiment, .Michigan ICngi-

neers and Mechanics, and a prominent farmer of this county, was the son

of Judge John L. Morse, a pioneer of this county, one of the earl_\- judges

of the probate court of Ionia county, and one of the modern .\rgonauts

who made the long and perilous trip to t'alifornia after gold in 1S4M. llotb

Judge Morse and his wife were nati\es of Xew ^'ork state and u])on coming
to Michigan first settled in Oakland county, later coming tn this county,

.and then moved to Ionia where they p;iNsi'd the remainder of their li\es.

'rhe\- were the parents of S(.-\ en children, Alia P>., losejib |).. W ill.ird. Uufus,

I'erry, Rhoda and (adelia. I'.mily ( biske ) .Morse's father, Joseph l-'iske, a

nati\'e of .\e\v ^'ork st.ate .and a i>ioneer of Ionia countv. was twice married,

b\' his first wite h;i\ing bad one I'hild, a son. I'r.ank. ilv his second wife,

who was a Kimberlw he had three cliildren, Ambert, Walter .and iMuih'.

Mr. Locke is a member of Ionia Lodge No. 175, lndei)endent Order of ( )dd

i'ellows, and of Ionia Lodge No. 548, lienevolent and I'rotective ( )i'der

of I'.lks.
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ERASTUS T. YEOMAXS.

Erastus T. Yeoinaiis, \eteran druggist at Ionia and for many years
one of the most prominent and progressive men of affairs in that city, is a

native son of this county, having been born on a homestead farm in liaston

township, June ii. 1842. son of Sanford A. and Aljigail (Thompson) Veo-

mans, pioneers of that section, the former of whom for many years was

one of the leading men in this county, a member of the state constitutional

convention, for several years a mcml)er of the state Legishiture and in all

ways actively interested in the best development of this region.

The Hon. Sanford A. Yeomans was one of the earliest settlers in Ionia

county. He was torn in German Flats. Herkimer county, Xew York, son

of Erastus and Phoebe (Arnold) Yeomans, the former a native of Con-
necticut and the latter of Rhode Island. Erastus Yeomans was a fife major
in Captain Morgan's company. Major Shoemaker's Battalion, during the

War of 1812, and after his service in that war resumed his place on the

farm of his parents. Daniel and l^sther Yeomans. in Connecticut, and became
a skillful farmer. He married Phoebe Arnold and in 1833 he and his

family joined the colony, headed by Samuel Dexter, which settled in Ionia

county in 1833. thus becoming among the \ery earliest residents of this

section of Michigan. Samuel Dexter had entered a large tract of land in

the central part of this county and this land was apportioned among the

colonists who accompanied him from the East. Erastus Yeomans' tract being
located at a point a quarter of a mile west of the present site of the armorv
in the city of Ionia.

I'ljon arriving here the Dexter coloni.sts made a friendly compact with

the Indians, who then had a village at that ]K)int, and bought the corn and

the wigwams of the Indians, the settlers living in the Indian wig^vams until

they could erect log cabins in the wilderness. They straightawav began to

clear the land and improve their farms and it was not long until a flourish-

ing village was under w\-iy, the beginning of the present thriving city of

Ionia. Erastus Yeomans, from the very start, was one of the leaders of

the colony. He was an unusually skillful scribe, writing ;i hand of such

beautiful regularity that it might easily be mistaken for copper-plate script,

and naturally became the first \illage clerk. When the postoflice was esl.ali-

lished he was made postmaster, receiving his commissif)n from I're^ick-nt

Jackson, and upon the formal organization of the county was elected one

of the two associate judges, a position of honor and responsibility which he



286 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

held for two terms, eight years, and in which he was able to exert a pro-

found intiuence for good in the formative period of this now well-established

and prosperous community. Erastus Yeomans held various other offices

of public trust and to the end of his days was regarded as a leader in the

Cdnmiunity life herealxnit. He li\-ed to the great age of ninety-two vears,

a faithful counsellor to the end. His wife had died in her sixty-fifth year.

They were the parents of nine children, Sanford A., Amanda, Alaria, Alan-

son, Hiram, Emily, Mary, Harriet and one who died in early youth.

Sanford A. Yeomans, eldest son of the pioneer, Erastus Veomans, was

sixteen 3'ears old when he came to this county with his parents and the other

Dexter colonists and he spent the remainder of his life here, in his turn

becoming a substantial antl useful member of the community. One of the

great tasks upon which he engaged was that of helping cut the mad through
the forest from Jackson to Ionia. His father ga\e him a "forty" about a

mile northwest of the homestead, which he proceeded to clear and upon his

marriage established his home there. Sanford A. Yeomans married Abigail

Thompson, whcj was born in Bennington county, Vermont, daughter of Levi

and Miriam ( Kimliall ) Thompson, both natives of that state, the former

of Scottish descent and the latter of Irish descent, farming people, who

s|)ent their li\es in \crmnnt, Le\i Thom])son d\ing at the age of eight\"

and his wife at the age of forty. Abigail Thompson was one of the five

children of her parents who grew to maturity, the others having been Nelson.

Sylvester, h'rancina and Olive. To .Sanford -\. and Abigail (Thompson)
Yeomans three children were born, ()li\e M., now deceasetl, who was the

wife of William J. Just; Walter, of Ionia, a biographical sketch of whom
is presented elsewhere in this volume, and Erastus T., the immediate subject

of this biographical sketch. The mother of these children died when she

was twenty-five years of age and .Sanford .\. \'eomans married, secondly.

Marietta A. Stebbins, a nati\e of New l'".ngland. and tn this second union

there were l)orn a number of children, three of whom, W'illartl, Frank and

I'.ilwin S., grew to maturitv.

After his marriage Sanford A. Yeomans continued diligently to improve
his farm and as he ])rospered added to the same until he I)ecame the owner

of four hundred and thirty acres in that section and was gencrallv recognized

as one of the most sul)st;uiti;d farmers and men of alTairs in the count\-. He

early took an active part in civic affairs, as had his father before him, and

was early elected to the position of townshi]> clerk, lie later was townsbi))

supervisor and for about fifteen \-e;irs w.i^ '>n])i'riiitenilent of the poor, lie

was one of the prime nio\ers in the opening up of the road known as the
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Ionia, Houghton ami Mackinaw highway. In the hirger political affairs

of the county he also was acti\e and serxed ver}- efficiently for two terms

as a member of the lower house of the Alichigan General .Assenilih'. He

also was elected a delegate from this district to the convention charged with

the duty of revising the early Constitution of the state and in that capacity-

performed excellent service in behalf of the state. The Hon. Sanford .\.

Yeomans died in 1893. in the eightieth year of his age. His widow sur-

\i\etl hiiu for se\eral years.

liiastus T. Yeomans was reared on the pioneer farm of his father in

Tonia township and received his earl\- education in the little school house in

the neighborhood of his hoiue. To the rudiments of an educatitm he there

received he has constantly and consistentlv added l)v close observation and

intelligent reading throughout a long and useful life and is regarded as urnt

of the best-informed men in the county, his knowledge of general affairs

being comprehensi\e and exact. Xaturall)- Mr. Yeomans is a \eritable mine

of information on matters relating to the early histor_\- of this count}' and

this information invariably is found to be correct and precise. When the

Civil War broke out I'lrastus T. Yeomans enlisted in the new Third Regi-

ment. Michigan \ olunteer Infantrw and went to the front with the rank of

sergeant-major. He presently was promoted to second lieutenant and was

honorabl}' discharged \\ith that rank after a service of nine months, tluring

which time he had i)articipated in se\eral iiuportant engagements, the broken

condition of his health at that time necessitating his resignation of his com-

mission in the armv. Cpon returning home rU the conclusion of his military

experience, Mr. Yeomans formed a partnership with (i. H. \IcMullen in the

drug business at Ionia, under the tiriu name of ( i. II. .McMullen tK; Company,
which mutually agreeable partnership continued until the death of the senior

member of the tirm on January 29, 1901, since which time Mr. Yeomans

has continued the business alone, his thus being the oldest drug store con-

tinuousK- in business in the cit\- of Ionia, its ])roprii'tor being one of the

oldest and best-known mcrchant> in the county.

On October 8, 1867. Erastus T. Yeomans was united in marriage to

.\l)bie Xorthrop, who was born in L;i\onia. I.i\ingston county. New York,

daughter of Anderson and Abigail ( lUake 1 .Xorthrop, natives of Xew \'ork

state, who spent all their lives there. .\l)igail I51ake was the daughter of

Judge Blake, of the Livingston county court, for many years one of the

most prominent men in that section of the state.

To Erastus T. and .Abbie (Northrop) "^'comans two children have Iieen

born. Marw who married Dr. ^^'. C Marsh, of .Mbion. thi- state, and has
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two children, Frances and Josephine; and Phoebe, who married l>ed W.
Peck, of Troy, New York, now residing at Orange, New Jersey, and has

one child, a son. Yeoman A. Mrs. Yeomans is an earnest member of the

Presbyterian church and she and her husband for }ears have lieen regarded
as among the leaders in local good works, ever being interested in such

movements as are designed to advance the common welfare hereabout. .Mr.

Yeomans is a Republican and served as a memljer of the city board of educa-

tion for about eight years. He is a member of William Borden Post, Grand

Army of the Republic, Department of Michigan, in the affairs of which he

has for years taken a warm interest. He is also a member of the Sons of

the American Revolution and his wife is a meml)er of the Daughters <jf iIk-

American Revolution. The Yeomans haxe a magnificent home at ,^-'_' West

Washington street, on an eminence overlooking the city of Ionia and com-

manding a wonderfully fine view of the whole citv and the country there-

about. Much attention has been ]iaid to the work of beautifving the grounds

surrounding the Yeoman hnnie and the ]ilacc is one of the most attractive

in this part of the state.

C.\PT. JACOB O. PROBA.SCO.

Capt. Jacob O. J'robasco, a well-known retired merchant of .Muir, this

county, an honored veteran of the Civil War and for many years one of the

most i)ruminent and influential residents of that town, is a native of Ohio,

but has lived in thi^. county ever since he was twelve years old, with the

e.xception (il the period spent in the service of his country during the Civil

War. lie was horn in Sherman townshi]), Huron count\-, Ohio, August 20,

1844, son of Henry P. and Mar\- C. ( kaymoml) Probasco, .she of Xew
York, he of .Xew jersey. Jlenry !\. 1 'robasco was but a child when his

parents ino\ ed Iroin .\ew Jersey lo ( )hio .iml he Ljrew up in 1 luron rounl\-.

ill the latter state, where he in;u'ried .\l,ir\ C. l\;i\-mond. who was born in

New ^'ork City, daughter ot .\lan.soii Uaxinond. an extensive manufacturer

of hats, who bad stores in se\-eral cities over the country, .\lanson ]\ay-

inond, in comp;iiiy with the f;ither of (ien. Willi;un T. Sherman, went front

New York to Ohio and formed a coloiiv in I liiron county, that state: Sher-

man townshi]), of that coitnly, being named in honor of Mr. Sherman.

Henry R. Probasco became well-to-do in Oliio as a meat packer, but

during the p.anic times of the e;irly fifties lost iir;icticallv all he had. He
then determined to start all over again in ;i new cotintrv ;ind in iS^O. with
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liis family, tlru\"e ihruiigh to tliis section ni .Micliii^an, seltling lor a time in

Sebawa to\\n.sliip. tliis county, later moving u]) into Lyons township, where

he engaged in tlie cooperage business. About iiS5g he opened a meat mar-

ket at Muir. and ni that town spent the rest of liis life, his death occurring

not long thereafter, Uuring the earlier jieriocl of his residence in this county

Henry R. Probasco was engaged in hauling between local points and Detroit

going to Detroit with his wagon laden with saleratus and returning laden

with merchandise, the hauling rate for which was one dollar the hundred

pniinds. He died in the home now occupied by his son. Captain Probasco,

in Muir. on November 12. 1S62. At that time his son. the subject of this

biographical sketch, was at Grand Rapids, where his regiment was rendez-

voused, he having but shortly before enlisted for service during the Civil

War. Just as the regiment startetl for the front he received a telegram

notifying him of his father's serious illness and, securing a furlough, as the

troop train passed through Alnir he stopped off and was with his father at the

latter's death, then rejoined his regiment at Washington, D. C. The wid-

owed mother sur\ived until in .\ngust. 1874.

Captain Probasco served through the entire period of the Civil War
and for some months thereafter was engaged in service on the Western

frontier. He was next to the eldest son of the family of sex-en children

born to his ])arent> and \\;i-- but seventeen years old when he responded to

Presiflent Lincoln's call for troo|)s following the bomb.ardment of Ft. Sum-
ter. At the close of the three-months service, on Sejitember 8, 1862, he

enlisted as a sergeant 111 ( 'ompany E, Sixth .Michigan Ca\alr\', and on

Xovember 12, 1863, was ]:iromoted to second lieutenant, the \-oungcst com-

missioned ofhcer in the regiment. On M;iy n). i8r)4. he was advanced to

first lieutenant, and on December to, \H(>4. \\;is ])romoted to a captainc\-,

he then being but twenty \-ears of age. ( )n Xovember 17. 1865, Captain
Probasco was transferred to the l-'irst Michigan \eteran Cavalry, with the

rank of captain, and was mustered out with that rank on March 25, 1866.

During the greater part of his service Cajitain Probasco was attached

to the .\rmy of the I'otomac and i>articipate<l in .dl the great battles that

army took part in from Gettysburg to Lee's surrender. His regiment was
in the very thick of some of the most desperate engagements of the war and

was second in point of casualties sustained of any cavalry regiment in the

fnion army. I"or same time the regiment was under the conimrnid of Gen-

eral Custer, .\fter Lee's surrender the Sixth Michigan Cavalry was sent

out to Wyoming and the Dakotas and was nnistered out in Octol>er, 1865,

(19a)



290 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

a new reg-inicnt tiien l)eino- formed, eoniposed of the recruits of the Fifth,

Sixth and Seventii Cavah-y and the veterans of the First Michigan Cav-

alry, under the name of the Mrst Michigan Veteran Cavalry. Cajjtain Pro-

basco had ser\-e(l on the staff of General Staggs, in the Army of the Poto-

mac, and that general persuaded him to enter his command in the new

regiment. The X'eteran Cavalry was sent to Utah, where it saw much hard

lighting and endured many ar(hu)us marches, the campaign against the

Indians sometimes entailing forced marches of as much as five hundred

miles in l>itter winter weather. When he was mustered out in March, 1S66.

Captain Proljasco was more than twelx'e luindred miles from home and

eighteen days and nights by stage, from a railroad.

Upon his return from his frontier service in 1866, Captain Proliasco

engaged in the hardware l)usiness at Muir, establishing the first hardware

store opened in that then promising \illage. He earl}- took a leading jiart

in the commercial life of the growing town and continued in business for

forty years, or until his retirement from business in i<^o6, in which vear

he sold his store and has since li\'ed (juietl)- retired at his old home in

Muir. honored and resjiected liy all thereabout. Captain Probasco has

always given his thoughtful attention to local affairs and has done much to

advance the general interest of his home town. Fie is a Republican and has

held \'illage and t(jwnsliii) ofiices, as well as ha\'ing serxed on numerous

occasions as a delegate to county, district and state conventions of his party.

He is an ardent memlier of the Loyal Legion and of the Grand Army of

the Republic, in the aftairs of both of which jiatriotic organizations he takes

a w.'irni interest. He also is a Mason ;ind takes an actixe interest in Masonic

aft'airs.

On July _' I
, iiSfx), Ca])t. Jacob i\ l'rob;isco was united in marriage to

Marv O. S]iire, who was born in jirewertown. New N ork, daughter of

Daniel and l^xeann ( Doininick ) .^pire, who cime to this coimtx in 1867.

Daniel !^pire bought a laini it the edge ol ihe \illage oi Muir and was

engaged in farming for .st)nie wars. ;ifti'r which he mo\ed into the village,

where he >pent the rest (.)f his life, hi> de;itli occurring in ii>o8, at the age of

ninet\-two \i'ars. I lis widow is still li\ing at Muir. To ("a]it,iiii ;ind Mrs.

Probasco two children ha\c bicu born, Delia ( ). and Henry ( ).. the loriiier

of whom m.arried .\rthur .V. Slc.KJdard ;uid lixe.s at .Muir, and the l.itter, a

prominent .altornev. a graduate of the Uni\ersit\' ol .Michigan, has iK'cn

attornex for the Alichigati Trust ('omp.iiiv, at (ir.aiid i\,-ipidv. since 1904.

lie ni.irried ( kuidine \'osl)erg and m.akes his home at Grand Papids. Cap-

t.iin and .Mrs. Probasco and their d;iughter are earnest memliers of the

Disciples church and .are acti\e in all neiL;hl)orlinod good wurks.
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RE\'. HENRY W . POWELL.

The Rev. Henrv W. Powell is ;i native of Ionia county, having been

born on a pioneer farm in Ronald township. July 30, 185^, son of Joseph P.

and Ruth (Goodwin) Powell, early settlers in that township. Joseph

Priestly Powell, one of the pioneers of Ronald township, was born in Oneida

county. Xew York, February _'8, 1821, son of John L. and Margaret ( Hul-

burt I Powell.

John L. Powell was born at Lanesboro. Massachusetts. January i,

1780. He was given excellent educational ad\antages and after finishing

his schooling at Williams College married, in 1800. Nancy Ann Peck and

moved over into New ^ork state, settling in Oneida county, being among
the early pioneers of that county. In Deceml>er. 1804. Mrs. Nancy Ann
Powell died, lea\ing three small children. In i8or) |i)hn L. Powell married,

secondly, Margaret Hulburt, daughter of Hezekiah Hulburt, one of the

four original landlords of the \'illage of Holland Patent, Oneida county,

Xew York, and established his home on a farm al)out one mile east of that

village, where he spent the rest of his life, his death i)ccurring sixty-five

years later. June 23. 1871. at the age of ninety-one. At this extreme age
he had his natural teeth good and sound and a short time before his death

was able to work in his garden, saw wood and read without spectacles.

He quit the use of toljacco when sixty years of age. His widow sur\i\ed

him but a few days, her death occurring on Julv 7 of that same year. John
L. Powell ser\'ed as a soldier during the War of 1812, an ofiice of the regi-

ment to which he was attached. His father was one of the "minute men"

of 1775 and served in the War of the Re\'obuion.

Jose])h P. Powell was gi\en an acadeiuic education and at the age of

sixteen years began teaching school winters, working summers on the home

farm. When he reached his majority he came to Michigan, his sister ha\'-

ing preceded him to this state, settling in .Marengo township, ( '.ilhoun county.

and there he taught school for a year, luaking his home with his sister. He

then returned to New ^^ork and a year later went to Illinois, where he

remained a vear, buying cattk' and selling beef to the men eniiil<i\cd in dig-

ging the Illinois canal, after which he returned to .Michigan and si'tllt'd in

Ionia county, though at that time he could have ij(jught. for one yoke of

oxen, forty acres of land now comprised in the city of Chicago, but which

then was but a worthless swani]). lie ])nrchased a qu;irter of a section of

niu'inpro\ed land in Ronald townshi]). this county, .and there established his
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home, spending the rest of his Hfe there, his death occurring on January U.

1904. He was a Repubhcan and liotii he and his wife were members of the

Baptist church at Palo, having been baptized in 1858. Mrs. Poweh is now

hving in Ionia. She was born, !<uth Goodwin, in Steuljen township, Oneida

county," New Vori<, September 14. 1831. daughter of Chauncey and Sarah

(Hubbard) Goodwin, both natix'es of Connecticut. The Goodwins moved

to Michigan from Xew \'ork in 1840 ;ind settled in Ronald township, this

county, and there, on Noxember 11, 1846, Ruth Goodwin and Joseph 1'.

Powell were united in marriage. Mrs. Powell's mother died on August 11.

1847, 'I'l'I her father died on April 3, 1864.

Regarding the pidiieer tlays of his parents and jiarticularl}- with refer-

ence to the manifold household duties of his mother in those days, the Re\ .

H. \V. Powell says: "Of the hardships of a pioneer life she had her full

sh.'ire. Besides doing the house \\(irk nicist of the time for a large family

and the farm hands and wood-choppers, she made our clothes and spun the

yarn for our socks and mittens. For an hour in the evening, after the suji-

per things were put away, she used to spin Ijy the light of a single tallow

candle in the window of the kitchen, heather, in the meantime, was on the

other side of the window, sawing wood by the light of the same candle, thus

making doul)le use of its radiance, while the swish of the saw without

answered to the Imzz and whirr of the wheel within, as both busy workers

bravely toiled to supply the needs of the home they loved.

"Butter-making was one of the chief industries on the Powell farm.

It was not then sold as now. each week, but was packed in wooden tul)s and

kept till fail and then sold at one time. I remember distinctly the long row

of butter firkins on a jilank on the cellar bottom. Sometimes b)- fall there

would be a wagon load readx' lor market, hew of us can realize what it

meant to keep house under the conditions thai confronted the early pioneer.

Matches were imknown. When they lighted a candle lhe\' put a sba\ing in

the fire and then held it lo the wick. E\-ery night tire was buried to keep

it for the next da\-. If by ciiance it was lost some one went to a neighbor

to borrow some li\e eo.nls. ( )n Sunday afternoon mother read to us or

questioned us on what we had learned from the liible. When we w em to

T'alo to church we studied our Sabljath-school lesson on the wa\- and on the

wav back we ate our lunch and talked over wh.at we h;id heard. Re\ . 1). I'..

Mnnger once said to mother in my hearing, A'<iur sermon is longer than

mine, ^'on pre.-ieh ;i sermon all the wa\- lo I'rdo, se\en miles:' meaning the

example of going so f.ar to church. Willi all this work, mother w;is not
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too busy nor too tired to lielp a neighbor in case of sickness or in any time

of need.

"As I renienil)er father, he was always l)usy. To him not working six

days in the week was breaking the command as mucli as working on the

seventh. This meant tifty-two weeks in the year, barm work occupied the

summer and in the winter, when not teaching schoob lie cut logs for him-

l)er and on stormy days made o.\-yokes and bol>sleds in tlie shop wliere

tools and timl^er were ahvays ready. Twehe liours was tlien considered a

day's work. He often worked sixteen or eighteen hours and sometimes

twenty. This was the more remarkable, as he had the rejjutation for being
able to do as much in one hour as most men did in two. .\fter his marriage
he taught school three winters—one in the log school house near the saw-

mill, now Nickel Plate ; one on Long Plains and one in what was then the

new school house in Ionia. This building was afterward used as a city hall

and station for the fire de])artment and stood on the site of the present city

hall. While teaching the first of the alxu'e-mentioned schools, father is

said to ha\-e cut a load of logs, loaded them, driven to mill, unloaded, sent

the oxen home alone for the man to use and got to his school in time for the

opening hour. At another time when they were making rails, the hired man
worked during the day. Father came home after school and worked in the

evening bj- moonlight, not stopping until he had made as many rails as the

man had made during the day. blather's first dollar was made while acting

as janitor for the school house in Holland I'.itent, New York, for which

service he received the ashes from the school-house stove. These were used

in making "black salts,' then an article of commerce. Before the Detroit

& Milwaukee (now the Grand Trunk) railroad was Iniilt he walked to Grand

Ha\'en on Ijusiness. With his first pair of horses ln' drew lbs first crop of

wheat to Detroit to market atid brought back a load of goods for the luer-

chants in Ionia. W'hen he went l)ack to New ^'ork to \-isit his parents he

made the first stage of the journey on foot; that is, from his Ikhhc in Ronald

township to Detroit, more than one hundred and twent\-fi\e luiles, in two

days. I do not recall that 1 ever heard father say, 'I am tired.' Little was

said about 'efficiency' in those days, but he practiced it daily, lie cut, split,

delivered and piled in the school yard of district Xo. 4, Kcjnald townshi]),

ten cords of four-foot wood for fi\e doll;irs. This was about 1S55 and the

instance is cited to show how much work then was done for a little money.

"i'"ather had a tenacious and wonderfully exact memory; was a beau-

tiful jienman and spelled correctly. He was a man of few words, but when
he had spoken none of us ever thought of asking for a change of pr(jgram.
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He was strongly and compactly huilt, ti\e feet seven inches in height, and

weighed one hundred and fifty pounds. He wore a No. 6 shoe on a shapely

foot, with a high instep and a short heel. He walked rapidly, with a light,

elastic tread, not throwing his weight, stiff-legged, on the heel, as many do,

but lifting his feet like a thorough-bred horse and bringing them down lightly,

showing the soles of his shoes behind him. l>ut never to those in front. Walk-

ing in snow, he did not make a path, but onh- foot prints. By reason of this

manner of walking, he almost never stumbled in going over rough places

in the woods. Such a foot as his never breaks down in the arch and a pair

of them are worth ten thousand dollars to the happv possessor. He was a

small eater and did not use intoxicants nor tobacco.

"On account of his tender heart and sympathetic nature, father was

often imposed upon by men who borrowed and never intended to ])av, but

hundreds of men in Ionia and Montcalm counties gratefuU}- acknowledge
the timely help of 'Uncle Joe' in getting started on a farm or in building

a home. He was a director of the Webber bank, now the National Bank of

Ionia; a bondsman for the builder of the present court house and one of

those who raised the bount\- money during the Civil War, everv \dlnnteer

receiving two hundred dollars from the township, thus s[)aring Ronald town-

ship the odium of a draft. Father began his business career when sixteetj

years old and continued until nearly eighty-three. In all this long and wiried

career he was ne\er known to pick a cjuarrel, nor to oppress the poor nor to

sue anyone for deljt. His paper was counted as good as gold and his word

as good as his note."

To Joseph P. and Ruth (Goodwin) I'owell se\en children were born,

all of whom are still living, as follow: Frances, Ijorn on .\ugust H. 1849,

now Mrs. William Normington, of Ionia: the Re\'. Heni-y \\'., also of Ionia:

Mary, born on November 29. 1S34. who is li\ing whh her mother at j,^l')

Lafayette street, Ionia; F.lla M., May 16, 1S37. now Mrs. W. (i. i'.arnes.

of Middleville, this state; Horace II.. .March _'4. iH-^^). of Carson City, tliis

state; Herman Joseph, January 30. 1^(14. nf Cpland, California, and llcrberl

E., April 27, 1866, who resides at the old home ])lace in Ronald tcnvushi]).

Henr\- W . Powell recci\ed his elementary education in the district school

and in the high school at Ionia, from which latter he was graduatetl in 187''),

the valedictorian of his class. The next year he was elected townshi]) super-

intendent of schools, a position be held for a year, after which he went to

Kalamazoo to attend college, from the classical course of which he was

graduated four years y.nter. in iSSi. I laving consecrated his life to the
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gospel ministry upon leaving college, he entered the Morgan Park Theo-

logical Seminary (liaptist), from which he was graduated in 1884. His

first pastorate was at Wahoo, Nebraska, where he was ordained and where

he remained for a year. His first pastorate in Michigan was at Lowell,

where he remained five vears. From Lowell he went to Traverse City and

after a pastorate of two years accepted a call to the church at Mason, where

he led the church successfully from in May, 1893, to February, 1898. Ihcn,

suffering from nervous prostration, Mr. Pnwell sought recuperation nn the

farm. He bought two hundred and forty acres adjoining the old Powell

home place near Xickel Plate, built a comfortable house, settled down to

improve his farm antl was engaged in general farming and stock raising

for nine years, at the end of which time he deeded his farm to liis son, Nelson,

and moved to Lyons and became pastor of the Baptist church, .\fter serv-

ing that church two years and six months he mo\-ed to Ionia, where he now

resides at 360 Lafayette street. Mr. Powell has l)een called to a great

variety of service for his denomination in this state. The records show that

he has been a member of the board of foreign missions. Kalamazoo College

and Christian education, as well as associational director and chairman of

the missionarv committee of the association. For si.x years he was the clerk

of the Grand River Baptist Association and is now one of the directors of

the Michigan Baptist State Convention and a member of the state mission

committee. He is one of the trustees of the Baptist church at Ionia and is

actively interested in all its work. While he was pastor at Traverse City

Mr. Powell had extra meetings in neighl)oring villages. While pastor at

Mason he preached two hundred anil se\enty-one sermons outside his own

pulpit. It was this excessive work in school houses and in the country round

that caused the break in his healtli. from which he has (jiily ])artially recov-

ered. Mr. Powell was reared a Pepul)lican, but later became an advocate

of the cause of the Prohibition party. In 1910 he was the nominee of the

Prohil>itionists of this congressional district for a seat in Congress and made

a fine race, leading a forlorn ho|)e. Two years before that, as a candidate

for state senator, Mr. Powell received a very flattering vote. For seven

years he served as clerk of the Ionia county Prohibition committee and in

three campaigns, 1906-08-10, edited the loiiia County Prohibitionist . which

was sent to the voters of the county.

On June -'3, 1885, at Vorkville. Illinois, the Rev. Henry W. Powell

was united in marriage to Mary .Austin, who was born in that town, daughter

of Joshua N. and Sarah Austin. Their son, Nelson Powell, torn on Decern-
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bei" 17, 1886, married Bernice Ciould aiul ha> two chiklrt-n. Xelson Powell

is a well-known young merchant of Ionia, member of the firm of Spaukling

& Powell, dealers in hardware, agricultural implements and kindred supplies.

EDWIK .SHIiLLHORX.

Edwin .Shellhorn, postmaster at Lake Odessa, this county, and a well-

known and progressive merchant of that city, is a native of Ohio, having
been ixirn in rdonmville. Seneca county, that state, l-ebruary 12, 1875, son

of Benjamin and Caroline ( Zutavern ) Shellhorn, also natives of Ohio, both

of German descent, the former of whom was the son of Gottlieb Shellhorn,

a soldier in the Xapoleonic w^ars, who came to the United States in 1803.

Benjamin SheUhnrn and his family came frum ()hii] tn Michigan in 1S81.

settling in Woodland township, J5erry county, where he remained until 1906.

in which year he retired from the farm and moved to Lake Odessa. To
him and his wife five children were burn, of whom the subject of this sketch

is the third in unler of birth.

iidwin Shellhorn was about fi\e years of age when his ])arents settled

in Berrv Ciiunt\' and he received his education in the district school in the

neighlM)rhni)d uf his Imme, having tn walk two miles to school. During the

summers he assisted his father on the farm and was thus engaged until in

.\])ril. 1901, at which time he entered a general stt)re at Woodbury, as a

clerk. In Septemljer (jf that same year he came to Ionia county and started

to work as a clerk in the clothing store of b^lliott i^- Russ. In 1903 he

l)oughl Mr. Russ's interest in the business and m .March, 1912. bought the

interest of his |)artner, Mr. Elliott, and since then has been conducting the

Inisiness alone, his store being the only store in Lake Odessa devoted exclu-

si\'ely to men's wear, clotliing, general men's furni-^hings and shoes. Mr.

Shellhorn is a Democrat and <ince coming to this county has given his

thoughtful attention to the iiolilical affairs of the county, (^n March i.

1914. he received his commission as postmaster of Lake Odessa, having been

a|)poinl((l to that oftice bv President WiKon, .ind is now ser\'ing the ]ieo])le

of that town and \-icinit\' in th.at cajiacity. The oliice at Lake Odessa being

a third-class jjostoflice, .Mr. Shellborn is enai)le(l to continue the manage-
metn of his store coincidental with managing the affairs of the postoffice.

( )n lulv 28, 1908, ;it Portland, this counlv, I'.dwin Shellhorn was united

in marriage to Nettie P>. \ anllouteii. who was born at Gharlotte, this slate,
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October lo, 1881. daughter of Fred E. and Sarali J- ( Dilly) \'anHouten,

natives, respectively, of Kn^'land and Frruice, the former of wliom was six-

teen years of age wiien he came to this country with his ]iarents and the latter

se\'en years olil when she came to \nieric;i w ith her parents. The \ an-

Houtens came to Ionia county frcjin Xew ^()rk in 1S30. 'lO l-",dwin Shell-

horn and wife two children have been horn. I'.dwin \ an, burn on March 4,

igii, and Miirijaret Caroline, Xoxember 30, I<)i4. Mr. ;uul Airs. .Shell-

hiirn are members nf the t 'ongregational church and both .are teachers in

the Sunday school and leaders in all gi)od works in their communit\'. Mr.

Shellhorn was a member of the town council and has serx'cd as president of

the \iliage. lie is an active "booster" in all movements having to do with

the advancement of the interests of his home town and is regarded as one of

the leaders in the general business life of tlie town. He is a member of the

local Masonic lodge and both he and his wife are members of the Order of

the I'.astern Star, in the affairs of which organizatinns thev take a warm

interest.

CYRUS F. 1!R.\DEN.

Cvrus V. Hraden, well-knt)wn insurance agent at Lake Odessa, this

conntv, is a native of C'hio, having loeen l)orn (ju a farm tive miles from

.\shland, in A-hland county, that state, .\ugust 2, 1851, son oi Jacob .and

j-llizaheth ( McCormick ) liraden, natives, respectively, of Ohio and of

I'ennsylvania. the former of whom, was born on the same farm on which

the subject of this sketch was Imni. the farm cleared by his father. Tlmnias

Braden. more than a centmy ago.

Jacob IJraden was a farmer and in 1865 he left Ohio with his family,

he and his \vife having six children, and drove through to Michigan, the

fainilv driving their live stock with them, and settled in .Sebaw.'i tnwiiship,

this conntv, arriving there on .\pril _' 1 uf that year, having previously

bought a farm in Sebewa township, and tliere established the fann'lv.

Cvrus !'. Braden was about fnuiteen years old when he came tn this

conntx' witii hi~ parents and after finishing the course in the rural scIkioI

in the neighborhood nf his new hrjme attended a select school, in which he

prepared himself f(;r teaching, b'or twelve years he taught school, his

summers l)eing occnjiied by wiirking at the carpenter's trade. After his

marriage in the fall of 1876 he began farming, continuing, however, to

sjjend iiis winters in the school room, and was thus engaged for three or
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four more winters, after which he (le\ote(l himself wholly to the farm until

I ('84. in which year he to(jk a course at the Grand Rapids Business Col-

lege in [preparation to taking up a mercantile career. He then bought Doc-

tor Kirtland's drug store at Lakeview and operated the same with con-

siderable succ'ess until it was {lestrt)\-ed in the lire which swept that \illage

on August 3. i8c^4. JNlr. Braclen's stock was not hea\-il\- insured and he

consequently suffered a heavy loss. He then ga\e up the drug business and

moved to Lake Odessa, where his brother was engaged in the lumber busi-

ness. 1"here was another lumber yard in the x'illage and he bought the

same and consolidated it with that of his brntlier in, the fall of 1894, the

two brothers continuing" this partnership for se\'en x'ears. During that time

Cyrus F. Braden had been doing quite a business in writing insurance and

in 1901 ga\e U]> his lumber business and has since then been devoting his

entire attention to the insurance Inisiness, in which he has been r|uite suc-

cessful. In 1906 he bought his wife's father's fartn and has since been

managing it.

On Octoljer 17. 1875, Cyius [•'. Braden was united in marriag-e to

Almira C. Cramer, who was born in Odessa township, this county, on Feb-

ruary 28, 1855. daughter of TMiianuel and Mary .Ann (Meyers) Cramer,

natives of Pennsylvania. He came alone to this county and she with her

])arents, the former in 1851 and the latter in JS50 and were marrieil shortI\'

after locating here, lunanuel Cramer was a carpenter and many of the

buildings erected in the southern part of the count\- in pioneer da\-s were

built b\' him. In August, i8C)_'. he eidisted in (.'om])any .\, Twenty-first

Kegiment, Micliigan Xdlunleer Infanlrv. and ser\'ed with tluit regiment

until it w.'is mustered out in June. iS(i3, he being mustered out with the

rank oi corporal. His wile was one of the nine children of John and

Catherine Mevers, who settled in this count\- in earl\" da\-s. John Me\ers.

who was the son of \akntine .Meyers, a native of (jcrmany, upon coming
to Ionia count}', entered ;i (piarter section homestead for himself and one

for each of his children, the family thus ])resentl_\" i)ecoming one of the most

substantial in the southern jiart of the countw

To Cyrus F. and Ahnii-a t/. (Cramer) iiraden two children ha\e been

born, CiU\' H.. born on .September (>. 1876. who is manager of the electric

light and gas plant at Cheboygan, this state, married l\'a Willcox and has

one child, a d.aughtci'. Aileen. and ( "ora I'... born I'ebruary jy. 1880, who

married U. .\. Colwell, a welbknown attorney-at-law at loni;i. .and has two

children, Margaret and h'ranccs. Mr. and Mrs. Rraden an<l their children

are members of the Methodist Fpiscopal clunch and take an active pail in
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cliurcli work. Mr. Braden being one of the trustees of the church, an office

he has held since 1894. lie is a Prohibitionist in political principles, but

reserves the right to \iite for such candidates for office as he belie\'es best

fitted for the duties of public service.

CLAUDE E. H.VTHAWAY, D. D. S.

Dr. Claude E. Hathaway, well-known dentist at lunia. this county, is a

native son of Ionia county, having been born in lunia, December j, 1S76,

son of Dr. Joseph M. and .Sarah A. (Philiipsj Hathaway, both natives of

Michigan, the former of whom was born in (Oakland count}- and the latter

in Ionia county.

Joseph Al. Hathaway, who was born in 1839, grew to manhood on a

pioneer farm in Oakland county, this state. When the Civil War broke out

he enlisted in the Eirst Michigan Cax'alry and served for three years with

that command. At the conclusion of his military serxice he came to this

county and at Ionia took up the studv of dentistry under the direction of

his brother, Dr. Andrew Hathaway, who had been practicing in that city

for some time, and presently opened an office in Ionia and was there engaged
in practicing his profession until his retirement in 1903. Soon after set-

tling in Ionia. Dr. Jose])h M. Hathaway was imitcd in marriage to Sarah A.

Phillips, who was born in this county, a member of one of the pioneer

families of this section of the state, and to this union two children were

born, the suliject of this sketch ha\ing a sister, Nellie, who married K. L.

Ta}'lor. of Grand Ra])i(]s, this state. Dr. J. Al. Hathawax' died in k^oi) and

his widow still survives him, continuing to make her home at Ionia.

Claude E. Hathaway was reared in Ionia and upon com])leting the

course in the excellent schools of that city entered the dental de]>arlnicnt

of the University of Michigan. ha\ing determined to embrace the prnfcssion

in which his father had been for so many years successfull\- engaged, and

after a three-_\ears course was graduated from that institution in i89(). with

the degree of Doctor of Dental .Surgery. 'riui> a<lnn'rabl\ e(|ni|)pe(l fnr

the practice of hi.s profession, Doctor Hathaway entered the office of his

fatlier and the two practiced together until the elder doctor's retirement,

since which time Dr. C. E. Hathaway has been conducting the office alone

and has been very successful.

In 1906 Dr. Claude I*',. Hathaway was united in marriage to Lois M.
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IIar\ev. a XernKJiit scIukiI tt-achcr. whd was \isitint;- her married sister

in Ionia, and to tliis union one child lias been born, a daiii^hter, jeane.

Airs. Hathaway was liorn at St. .Mbans, X'ermont, daughter of Charles H.

and i'lora b". (Downino;) Harvey, the former a native of Canada, who, as

a voun,n' man, went to St. Albans, where he married and spent the rest of

hi^ life, ha\ino been engaged in the furniture and undertaking Inisiness

there until his death in 1904. Mrs. Hathaway's mother was born at W'ill-

iamstovvn, Vermont, where her \-enerable mother, Mrs. Caroline ( White 1

Downing, l)(.irn in 1S21), of Re\-olutionar\- ancestr\ , is still li\ing. Doctor

and Mrs. Hatlia\\a\- take a proper part in the xarious social and cultural

activities of Ionia and the Doctor is a Mason and an l-dk, in the affairs of

both of which ])0])ular organizations he takes a warm interest, haxing attainetl

to the chapter and the council degrees in the former.

JOHN CET.SUS BLANCH.\RD.

In the memorial annals of Jonia county no name stands out more con-

spicuousl\- than that of the late John Celsus Blanchard, for many }ears the

acknowledged leader of the bar of the Ionia circuit court and who, during

the period of his greatest activitx', was without a superior as a criminal

lawver in Michigan. He was a jiioneer of Ionia countw whose energy and

force (jf character ipiickly brought him to the front in the calling to whicii

he had dex'oted his great native talents ancl his meniorv long will be cher-

ished hereabout.

John ( ". r.lanchard was born ;it Metz, Cayuga county. New ^'ork, Sep-

tember 19, 1822. son of a ])h\sician at that ])lace, who later caiue to Mich-

igan and became a \\ell-kno\\n |)h\sici;ni of L\ons, this county. His mother,

Hannah (Jeffries) I'.l.uich.inl, was ,1 lineal descendant of the Knglish Judge

feffries, whose name is inscribed so deliniteh ui)on the pages nf his n.ation's

histor\-. lohn <
. I'.lanchard began \ ery earlv to look out for himself in

the race of life, and when ;l mere l)o\- began working ;it a mill in iiis hoiue

town in New 'S'ork. When be h;id earueil ten dollars he set out lor the

West and ]iresentl\- leai-tied Hcti'oit, lluti Imt a sm;dl \illage. i'here h

secured em])lo\nient to wurk (ju ,1 tarm at a wage ol six dollars a nionth,

but because of his zeal he was paid eight dollars instead. In the fall of

1836. he then being fourtet'u yt-ar^ old, he went o\er into Shiawassee county,

where he worked tb.al winter, in the meantime .iccnnuilating lift}' dollars, the

e
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savings of his l)o_\isli waives. W'itli this ni(iiie\- in his pocket he tru(li:^e(l

througli the woods to the land otticc at Ionia, a distance of sixty miles, ])ai(l

over his fifty dollars for forty acres of goxernnient land and trutlged hack

to Shiawassee county. In the spring of i8,^8 he came hack to Ionia county

and engaged td hreak land for a farmer in the Lynns neiglihcirhcHid fur

twelve dollars a month. So faithfully did he perform his part of the con-

tract that his emplo_\-er voluntarily paiil him twenty dollars a month for his

service instead of the stii)ulated sum of twelve dollars. In the fall of that

year young Blanchard hcc.ame a clerk in the store of Giles .\. Isham at Lyons
and was thus engaged fur a \ear, in the meantime devoting his nights to

study. He then, in i)ur>uance of the design to which he had devoted his

talents, secured a ])Iace in the law office of Roof & Bell at Lyons, where he

gave himself u]) comi)letelv to the masterv of the law. He was a natural

student and under the direction of his conscientitnis precejitors made rapid

progress in his studies, to which he hahitually de\oted seventeen hours a

day. Three years later, in 1S42, he then heing hut twenty years of age,

John C. Blanchard was admitted to practice in the courts of Michigan and

thus his career as a lawyer hegan. He was taken in as a partner hy Air.

Roof, a partnership which continued for three years, or until his marriage

in 1H45, after which he o])ened an office for himself at Lyons, continuing

in ])ractice there until his election in 1850, on the Democratic ticket, to the

office of prosecuting attorney for the judicial district, after which he moved

to Ionia, the county seat, where he ever after made his home. Upon the

completion of his term ;is nrosecutnr .Mr. lUanchard tormed a partnership

with the Hon. .\. \\ Bell, which firm in time became one of the most ])rom-

inent law firms in this section of the state, Mr. Blanchard's fame as a crim-

inal lawyer reaching to all parts of the state.

During the ])residencv of James Ihichanan. John ( '. Blanchard was

appointed registrar of the United States l;md office at Ionia and held that

])<)sition for four vears. He was acti\e in local civic affairs and ser\ed ;is

village president of Ionia for two terms and as school director for nine

years. Lie was prosecutor tor li\e years ;uid in iS/j was the Democratic

nominee for the office of lieutenant-governor of the state of Michigan. As

an orator Mr. Blanchard had few efjuals in this section of the state and his

services were ever in great demand in the political cam])aigns of his ])artv.

I'"or vears he was a memher of the hoard o| trustees of .Mhion ("ollege. to

the endowment fund of which he was a liberal contributor, and he also was

a lilieral contrilnUor to the cause of schools and churches generally, besides

which he annually, from the time he became linancially able to do so, along
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in tlie fifties. g;\ve no less than one thousand doUars for charitable and

l)ene\(ilent purposes.

In 1845 .John C. Blanchard was united in marriage to Harriet A.

Brewster, daughter of h'rederick Brewster, of Burlington, Vermont, a lineal

descendant of Elder Brewster, who came over in the "Mayflower." Mrs.

Blanchard, a wimian of decj) pietv and of many graces of mind and heart,

was an able and competent helpmeet to her hrillirmt husband and was, with

him, a leader in the social and cultural acti\ities of this community. In

1880 the Blanchards erected a fine sandstone house in Ionia, the same now

being occupied \>y Major and Mrs. Thomas G. Ste\'enson, the latter of

whom is their daughter. Mrs. Blanchard died in 1895. ^^^'- Blanchard

survived his wife ten vears, his death occurring in 1005.

M.\RCb:LLUS J. ALLEN.

]\larcellus J. Allen, a well-to-dn retired farmer of Ronald township, this

county, who has been making his home in Ionia since his retirement from

the farm in 1007, a director of the National liauk of Ionia, and one of the

best-known residents of this countw is a native son of Ionia county, haxing

been born on a pioneer farm in Ronald township, October _>(j, 1843, ^""

of Meh'in B. and J^diza (Wood) .\llen. the former a nati\e of N'ermout anil

the latter of the state of New N'ork, earb- settlers in this countv, whose last

days were spent in comfortable retirement in the citv of Ionia.

Meh'in B. .\llen was born in the Granite state, one of fifteen children

]:orn to his parents, Timothv and I'diza (Bond) .\llen, ])oth nati\es ot \ er-

nionl. who Later mo\ed to Malone, New ^'ork, where their last day> wfre

sjicnt. Timothy Allen was a soklicr in the War of iSij and for many years

successfully followed lumbering in his native state. .Mehin I!. Allen was

reared near iUirlington, N'ermont, and grew up familiar with exery phase

of successful lumbering, lie ni.arried kdiz.-i Wood, who was reared in New

^'ork state, anil in 1838 came lo Michigan, entering ihe deep woods of this

section of the state. I'or a year he sto^iped in I'.erlin townshi]! and then

moved up into kou.ald township, where he bought ouc hundred and thirty-

two an<l one-half .acres of timber l.anil, to wbicli he Later .added .an adjoining

"forty," and there he established his home and reared his family. When

past si.vtv-bve vears of age he retired from the farm and he and his wife

moved to bmia, where they spent their declining years, his death occurring
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ill i8()C>. at the age of se\enty-se\en _\'ears. His widow sur\i\c(l liini and

was also se\'enty-seven years of age at tlie time of lier death. Both were

members of the Metliochst cliurch and he liad held \arious township offices.

They were tlie parents of six cliildren, Clara, who died unmarried; Elizabeth,

deceased, who was the wife of W. .'^. ('owan. of h'.aston township, this

county: ^Nlarcellus J., the subject of this sketch: lulgar j\l., who died in

1874: Herbert L.. who still makes his home on the old homestead in Ronald

township, and one who died in infancv.

Marcellus J. .-Mien was reared on the paternal farm, which he helped

t(j clear, and sui)]jlemented his schooling in the subscription school in the

neighborhood of his home by a year in the public school at Ypsilanti. U]ion

reaching manhood's estate he bought a quarter of a section of timber land.

which he proceeded to clear and de\elop into a line farm. He married in

1873 and estal^lished his home on that quarter section, to which he later

added an adjoining tract of forty- four acres, and there he and his wife

reiuained until i<)07. in which year they retired from the farm and mo\ed

to Ionia, where the\" are now li\ing. having a \ery comfortable home at 874
\\'est Main street. Mr. Allen is a Republican and held \'arious township
offices during his long residence in l\onald township. He is one of the direc-

tors of the National Bank of Ionia.

On October 15, 1873, ^larcelius J. Allen was vmited in marriage to

Susan S. Morrison, who was born <jn a farm in what is now South Ionia.

March 14. 1844. daughter of John V.. and Kliza (McKelvev) Morrison. ])oth

natives of Xew \'ork state and pioneers of this counl\-. who spent tlu'ir last

days here, the former dying at the age of eighty and the latter at the age
of seventy-six. John E. Morrison was the youngest of five children of

Joseph Morrison, a soldier of the .\merican Revolution, and wife, the others

ha\'ing been Jtjseph. .\nna. .Susanna and I'.dward Joseph .Morrison was a

prominent resident of Elmira, Xew \'ork. where he and his wife spent their

last day.s. Grandfather McKelvey and wife were among the earliest resi-

dents of Ionia county, having settled here about six months after the coming
of the Dexter colon\'. the first recorded settlers.

'

.\mong their children who

grew to maturity here were John. I''.liza, Catherine ruid i'.lizabeth. |ohn I'",.

Morrison and wife were the parents of eight children. George, who died

during his service as a Union soldier in the Ci\il War: Joseph, Myra, lolm,

Susan S., Mary. Anna and Charles. Susan S. Morrison received her edu-

cation in the Ionia schools and was ;i public school teacher at the time of

her marriage to- Mr. .Mien.

Mr. and Mrs. Allen are members of the Methodist i^piscoijal cbunli.
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of whicli he is i.me (jf the trustees. I'^or thirty-five years AJr. Allen was a

nieniljer uf the IVlasonic lodge at I'alu, this cduiuw hut is now affiliated with

the lodge of that order at Ionia. Both he and his wile take a warm interest

in general community affairs and enjoy the high esteem of many friends

throughout the county.

AXDl^^EW U. SPINNEY, M. D.

The name of Dr. .\ndrew B. Spinne}'. homeopathic physician of Smyrna,
Otisco township, lunia county, has long heen a household word in this

localitw He was horn on October 6, 1835, in Stanstead county, Quebec,

Canada. His ancestors li\ed in New Haiujjshire and Massachusetts. The

family removed to Panama, New ^'ork, in 1850. The early life of Andrew

B. Spinney was spent on the farm. He had little opportunity to obtain an

education, but attentled the district schools awhile in Xew \'ork state, work-

ing on his father's eighty-acre farm there during the crop seasons. While

chopping wood witii an axe he was se\-erely cut and part of one foot had

to be aiuputated. \\ hen nineteen x'ears okl he began reading medicine with

Doctor Ormes. of Panama, New York. He worked on the f;irm during

the day anil read me<licine until late at night, .also taught school during the

winter months. llis preceptor was a graduate oi the medical school at

C'astleton, \ ermont, and he remained with him three \ears.

\ ining Spinne\- entered the Western Homeoijathic College, in I'leve-

land. Ohio, in 1857, and remained tiiere two years. Jle was graduated on

.March K), 185c), after which he came with Doctor l'"arnsworth to Saginaw,

.Michigan, where the}- began practicing their profession. Later Doctor

.'~^pinne\" went lo Pontiac where he remained a few mouths, then located in

Paporte, Indiana, with Doctor Carr, but he was seized with t\plioid fe\er

and .after his recovery went to northeastern i'enns}'lvania. where he spent

a year, then went to Clyuiei-. Xew \'ork. spending ;i year there, then returned

to Saginaw% Alichigan, entering again iiUo ]i,irtnership with Doctor I'arns-

worth, in the spring of iN(n. This partnership contimied six wears, when

Doctor .Spiiuie}- began ])racticing .alone there until 1871. in wliich ye.ar he

sold out and acce])teil the chair oi ])h\-siology .and ;m,atom\- in the Detroit

lloiueo])athic .Meilical (\)llege. reni.aiuing there two years, then practiced

in Detroit for some time, bmlding up an exlensixe practice, but owing to

failing health he gave u]> his practice and tra\-eled oxer the state lecturing

for a period of fifteen years, on ])hysiology .and hxgiene. but he retained
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an office in Detroit, where he saw his patients on certain days. He had

charge of the Ahna Sanatorium, at Alma, Michigan, for a year and one-

liaif, then liad charge of a santorium in Ypsilanti. Later he spent a short

time in Detroit, then went to Reed City and took up sanatarium and hos-

jiital work, conducting his own hospital He was burned out, then opened
a sanitarium near Belding, hjnia county, which was destroyed by fire on

Fe1)ruary 7. 1Q06. Soon thereafter he opened his present pkice of business,

at Smyrna, .Michigan, and this he has since conchicted witii success. He

maintains, also, an office in Detroit.

Dr. Spinney married T^'annie Davis, of Panama, New- York. She bore

him three children: John B., an attorney of Alma, Michigan; Mrs. Hattie

Soveern, of Evart. Michigan, and k'rnest Spinney, M. D., who died at the

age of thirty years. Doctor Spinney married, secondly, Tessora Wade, t)f

Hesperia, ^Michigan, and she bore him one child, a daughter, Tessa Allean.

His third wife was Jennie M. Jackson, of Ionia.

Politically. Doctor S])inney is a Republican. Religously, he belongs to

the Methodist J-'-iiiscopal church.

E^[ORY F. STRONG.

Emory !". .Strong, one of the best-known and most progressive farmers

of Ionia countw jjroprietor of a fine farm of one hundred and fiftv acres

in Easton townshi]), situated on rural route No. 5, out of Ionia, has a hand-

some and substantial farm house on his well-kept place in Easton township,
and also a tenant house, is a native son of Ionia county and has lived here

all his life with the e>:ception of about four years during his youth, which

he spent in Cass county. He was born on a i)ioneer farm in the northern

part of Keene townslii]>. this county, September i, 1845, son of Noble D.

and Rozilla (Potter) Strong, natives of New York state, who cam"e to

Michigan in the early forties and settled on a homestead farm in the north-

ern part of Keene t'jwnship, this county, thus having been among the very
earliest settlers of that section. They took a prominent part in the social

and material development of that neighlsorhood and became substantial and

intluential pioneers. In the latter fifties the Strongs moved to Ca.ss county,
W'here Noble D. Strong developed another farm, but after a residence of

four years there returned to Ionia county and settled on a farm in l^ection

(20a)



3o6 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

19, Easton townsliip. Xoble D. Strong spent liis last days in Lowell, where

he died on I'eliruary 21, 1889.

Emory F. Strong grew up amid pioneer conditions in Ionia and Cass

counties and became a strong and sturdy farmer and an excellent manager.

Upon leaving the district schools at the age of fifteen he entered Kalamazoo

College, but was compelled to leave there shortly on account of illness.

He afterward studied in a select school at Ionia and also took a course in

the Detroit Business College. For several years during his young man-

hood Mr. Strong was engaged as a teacher in the neighboring schools dur-

ing the winters and also was widelv known hereabout as a singing-school

teacher. In the meantime he was busy developing his farm in section 21.

Easton township. As he cleared off his original tract he added to the same

until he became the owner of two hundred acres of land. Part of this he

later sold and now owns one hundred and lift\" acres, a well-kept and iirotit-

ably cultivated fanu, one of the best improved in his neighborhood. He
has a substantial farm house, surrounded bv handsome grounds, and his

barns and other farm buildings are in keeping with the same. Mr. Strong
has gi\en consitlerable attention to the raising of fine live stock and his

herd of Holstein cattle includes five registered animals. His Chester White

hogs also are of a high grade. Mr. Strong is a Re])ublican and served as

registrar of deeds of Ionia county in' iS()~ and i8()rS. and has been ti>wn-

ship supervisor for several terms, also having held other township offices,

and has done well his part in ])ul)lic affairs. For some tiiue he was a director

of the Farmers Mutual b'ire Insurance Comp.any and is now a stockholder

in the I'^armers Co-operative Creamery Company at .Saranac, of which be

formerly was a director and vice-president. I'^ir three years, while their

daughters were .attending college at Des Moines, Iowa, Air. and Mrs. Strong
made their hoiue in that city, and since i()00 tbe\- ha\e maintained a com-

fortable home at 626 \A'est Washington street, Ionia, where tliey spcntl

their winters, returning to the farm in tlie spring.

It was on March 6, ]H(>j, that I'jnory F. Strong w.as united in m.ir-

riage tn Tolly I,. Welch, wdio has ever since been a competent and \;ilual)Ic

helpmeet to him in ,'dl bis undertakings. She .also is a natixe of Ionia

count\' and was born on a pioneer farm in b.astdu township. .\(n-eniber 23.

1844, daughter of Simon and N'ancy ( ."siiragne ) Welch, early ;md prominent

residents of that community. .She grew up in b.aston township .and. like

Mr. Strong, became a teacher in the ])ublic schools of the county, ller

father, .Simon Welch, who for years w;is one of the most \igorous and

infiuenlial figures in Ionia county, was killed by ;i lall when she was si.xteen
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years old, but so ably bad be managed affairs tliat liis family was left well

provided for.

Simon Welch was born near Utica, New York, eldest son of Vine and

Ruth (Squires) Welch, the former a l)lacksmitb. who broke up in business

^\•hen his eldest son was a young man and the latter thereupon took charge

of affairs and moved the family from New York to Michigan, settling in

Ionia count}- in 1836, in territorial days, but three years after the founding
of the town of Ionia. He bought a tract of "Congress land" five miles west

of Ionia and there established his home. Simon Welch became at once

engaged in the lumber business in this region and bis Inisincss prospered

fmni the very start. .\s he prospered he bought other farms in this

count\-, besides property in Ionia, and liecame one of the most extensive

landowners in the county. He was a Democrat and took an active part in

local political affairs, but was too busy to hold office, his influence in gov-
ernmental aff'airs being more advantageously exerted in an advisory capacity.

As a road builder Simon ^\'elch was clearly ahead of his time and this

region owes much to the energv and push which he exerted in behalf of

good roads hereabout in early days. He also was actively interested in

advancing the cause of education and built three school houses in that part

of the county over which his operations extended. He was a firm friend

of the Indians and old Chief John Wabesis was a frequent and welcome

visitor at the \\'elch home while Indians generally camped about his home,

making their baskets beneath the shelter of his roof. Simon Welch's

l)rother, Ezekiel Welch, conducted the first hotel Iniilt in Ionia, a log struc-

ture, but rich in pioneer hospitality. At that time the frame house of Judge
Yeoman, at Ionia, seemed like a mansion to the settlers. Simon Welch also

had a substantial frame house, erected on a firm foundation of boulders,

and early settlers were known to drive miles out of their way to get a look

at it. .Simon Welch's accidental death occurred in January, 1862, and his

widow survixed him many years, her death occurring on August 20, i<M.S-

she then being past ninety-six years- of age. She outlived all but three of

her eleven children, nine of whom lived to good ages, and but three of whom
are now living, those besides Airs. Strong being John L. and \'ine 1*. Welch.

To Emory F. and Polly L. ( Welch ) Strong five children have l)een

born, b'rank Noble. Cassie B., Bessie lubel. Alary Beatrice and Myrtle (irace,

the latter of whom was liorn on December 11, 1882, died on June 20, r()oo.

b'rank N. Strong, a well-known farmer of Easton township, married Nora
Howell and has five children. Emory F.. ATaurice Lcro\'. Norman Howell,

Gladys Lucille and b'ldon Welch, Cassie B. Strong married William J.
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Rol)inson, of Detroit, and has four daughters, Elva Marian, wife of Alonzo

Watson, of Jonia; Margaret ATadahne, Isabel Frances and Ruth Naomi.

Dr. Bessie E. Strong is an osteopathic physician, practicing at Ionia. Both

she and her sister, Mary B., were graduated from the Des Moines Still

College in 1913 and opened an ofifice for the practice of their profession in

Ionia, where Dr. Mary B. Strong died on December 22. 19 15. Both these

sisters were former teachers in the puljlic schools of this county. Formerly
the Strong children all were connected with a large orchestra, which for

about two years held its practice meetings in the hospitable home of the

Strongs. Mr. Strong is a member of the Ancient Order of Gleaners and

takes a warm interest in the atTairs of that organization.

JAMES DWIGHT SCOTT.

James Dwight Scott, a well-known and well-to-do farmer of North

Plains township, this county, proprietor of a fine farm of eighty acres in the

southwest part of that township, is a native son of Ionia county, born on

the farni where he now lives and where he has lived all his life. He was

born on November 7, 1867, son of James Brown and Huldah .\lphina (Taft )

Scott, the former a native of Pennsyh'ania and the latter of Ohio, whose last

days were spent in this county.

James B. Scott, son of John and Mary Scott, though born in Pennsyl-

vania, was reared in Ohio and was nearly forty years old when he came to

Michigan, locating in Ionia county, homesteading the southeast quarter sec-

tion 29, in North Plains township where his son, James, is now living on

the west half of that (piarter. When the Civil War 1)roke out James B.

Scott enlistefl in Coni])any I, Berdrui's .Sharpshooters, and served until he

was honorably discharged on account of illness. He was promoted to the

rank of corjjoral, and tonk ])art in the following l)attles: Mechanics\ille,

Cold Harbor, hair Oaks, Savage Station, Frazier"s Farm, Seven Days Bat-

tles, Malvern Mil], Williamsburg, Yorktown and Gaines' Mill. .After the

war he married llulda .\. Taft, who was born in Ohio and who was about

fdurteen vears old when she came to this count} with her parents. .Mattliew

1). and .Susan (Stevens) Taft, who settled in Portland township, later mov-

ing to Pcwamo, where their last days were spent. J.ames B. Scott and his

wife spent the rest of their lives on their homestead t'arni. his death occur-

ring in the fall of 181)5, she snr\'i\ing until .\o\ember 7, 1902. T1h'\' were



IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 3O9

the parents of three children, the subject of this biographical sketch having
two sisters, Susan, who married \\'illiain Sherman and lives in Muir, and

Minnie, wife of Edwin Rea,«oner, who lives on a farm east of Petosky.

James Dwight Scott was reared on the paternal farm in North Plains

township. On October 14. 1890, he married Delia Sherni.-m, who was born

in West Winfield, Herkimer county, New York, daughter of Adelbert and

Celestia ( .Sponburg) Sherman, both natives of that same county. Adelbert

Sherman was born on March 31. 1846, and at the age of fifteen years enlisted

for service in the Union army during the Civil War as a member of Com-

pany E. One Hundred and Fifty-second Regiment, New York Volunteer

Infantry, with which he served for about three years, or until the close of

the war. He later married in his home county and some time later came

to Michigan, locating at Muir. where he followed blacksmithing the rest of

his life, his death occurring in July, I0I3- His widow is still living at

Muir. To Mr. and Mrs. Scott one child has been born, a daughter, Laura.

Air. Scott is a member of the Modern Wondmen of America and takes a

warm interest in the affairs of that order.

ASA NEWMAN.

Asa Newman, for many years one of the leading business men of Port-

land, Ionia county, Michigan, was born in Portland township, where the

town of Portland now is, youngest child of the family of nine children of

Almeron and Laura (Berry) Newman.
Almeron Newman was born in Ontario county. New ''I'ork, on i^'ebruart

23, 1804. and was a son of Elisha, who was born on September 4, 1774, this

being as far back as the family history can be traced. Elisha Newman's
wife died when his children were small and Almeron was reared in Canan-

daigua. Ontario county. New York, at tlir hdine of an uncle and remained

there until the time of his marriage on |anuar\- 1 1. 1827. tn Laura I'erry.

who was also a native of Ontario county.

In 1833 Elisha Newman, in company with his two sons, .Mmeron and

James, came to Ionia county, and together entered a half section of land

between the forks of the Looking Glass and Grand rivers, l)eing parts of

sections 27, 28, ^^ and 34. They then returned to Niagara county. New
York, where they had gone from Ontario county and where .Mmeron, who
was a cloth dresser bv trade, had a factory at ICightccn Mile creek, norlli
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of Lockport, New York. In 1836 I'^lisha. jaiut'S and Almeron Xewnian

retnrned to Jonia county with their famihes and set up a saw-mill al)ont

eighty rods from where the town of Portland was later platted and that

mill was operated at intervals until in the eighties. Almeron set up a carding

mill, a weaving and dressing plant and operated it himself until 1864 or

1865, when it was sold and then made into quite a factory. Almeron was

for many years justice of the peace for his township and a very prominent

man in his day. After the sale of his mill, he gave his time to his farm,

being an extensive landowner, and to his ofifice as justice.

Almeron and Laura (Berry) Newman were the parents of the follow-

ing children, nine in number: Newton, born on October 21, i8_8, died in

1848: Jane B.. deceased, born on May 3, 1S30, married Oscar Hamlin;

Franklin, deceased, born in 1832: Edgar. l)orn in 1835 and died during the

Civil War; Frederick, born in 1838 and died in 1895; W. H. Harrison, l>orn

in 1840 and died in 1864; Elmina K., died in infancy; John Gardner, born

in 1844 and now residing in New York City, and the youngest of the family

is Asa, the immediate subject of this sketch. Almeron. father of the a1x)\e

named family, did much to encourage the growth and dexelupment of this

section along the highest lines and left the impress of his character upon

many enterprises. In politics, he was a Whig and later a Republican and

served Portland township in all the offices within its bestowal. He also rep-

resented Ionia county in the state Legislature of 1858 and 1859. He was a

member of the Universalist church and a firm adherent to the tenets of that

church. His death occurred on November 13, 1876, his wife having died

on .\ugust 3 of the preceding year. He was largelv instrumental in build-

ing the first railroad through Portland. He was a member of tlie first board

of trustees of the Ionia & Lansing railroad which, together with the other

branches first built, was consolidated into the Detroit. Lansing & Northern

and later into the Detroit, Grand Kapids iv Western and now is a branch

of the Pere Marquette system. His brother, James, and himself donated

tiie ground for the cemetery still being used in Portland. Almeron also

gave the ground for the ])resent high school in Portland.

.\sa Newman attended llu' schools of Portland when a bo\- and later

took a business course at Grand Rapids. lie remained with his parents

until the time of his marriage on November 17, 1875, to Effie A. Rice, who

bore him two children: .\nn;i Laura, who is the wife of 1. L. Dixon, of

Lansing, and l*'ffie May, who m.irried M. R. G.imble, of Otsego, this state.

Eflfie (Rice) Newman departed this life on September 17, 1881, and on

December jt„ 1883, Mr. .Newman was again married, his bride being Hattie
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C. Gale, a daughter of Paul and Malissa (Colby) Gale, the former born in

Orange county, Xew York, on July 19, 1829. Paul Gale came to this county
in 1856 when a young man and after working here a while, returned to

Xew York. He e\entually came liack to Ionia county and lived the balance

cif his life in Portland, where he died on February 6, 1904, his wife having
died when Hattie (Airs. Newman) was init a little girl. Mrs. Newman is

pne of a family of three children, Delia, her older sister, is the wife of L. L.

Smith, of Portland, antl the youngest child of the family died in infancy.

In 1883 .A.sa Newman went into the hardware business in Portland,

remaining in that business until 1895 when he and a man by the name of

Ormi )nd Brown started what is known as the W'oKerine Soap h'actory, sell-

ing out their business two vears later. Mr. Newman then engaged in the

coal and wood business, also the sale of building materials, such as cement,

lime, brick, etc., and has given his entire time -to this enterprise for the past

eighteen years. Mr. Newman is a memlier of the order of Freemasonry

through Portland Lodge No. 31, and is also a Royal Arch Mason, through

Portland Chapter No. 39, as well as holding membership in Portland Council,

Royal Select Masters No. 2t,. He has been through the chairs in all of these

lodges, ser\'ing at the present time as secretary of his blue ludge, which

position he has filled for the past eight years. He is also a member of the

Royal .Arcanum, having filled all the offices within the bestowal of that order.

I'oth Air. and Airs. Newman are members of the Eastern Star and both have

filled the offices possible to them within that order. Pxith are also members

of the Universalist church and in politics he gives his support to the Re[)ul>

lican party. He is now serving his second term as justice of the peace, has

Ijeen a member of the town council for seven or eight years and a member

of the school board for the same length nf time. He has also ser\-ed as

president of the village and all these offices have been filled by him in a

manner to justify his constituents' faith in him. Mrs. Newman is a woman

of many excellent traits and much capability and is at present president of

Tonia county's federation of women's clubs and has scr\ed on the board ot

managers of that organization.

Air. and Airs. Newman have three children. Gale .\. was born un Jan-

uary 4. 1887, and is engaged in Imsiness in Otsego, this state. Ada Belle,

born on August 3, 1889, is at home now after having taken a complete

course in Mint. .Ada Belle is also a member of the Eastern Star. T^obert

Edgar, born on .\ugust 22, 1891, is in business in Portland and is, with his

father, a member of the Masons. Asa Newman and his family arc among
the leading citizens of the community and each has done his share to raising

higher the standard of refined civilization.
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HOX. ALBERT K, ROOF.

The Hon. Albert K. Roof, well-known attorney-at-law at Lyons, this

county, former state senator from this district and for many years actively

identified with the civic life of Ionia county, is a native son of this countv

and has li\-e(I here all his life. He was one uf the first white children born

in the village of Lyons and is now the t)ldest resident, in years of continuous

residence, in that town. He was born on April 6, 1841, son of Judge Adam
L. and Clarissa B. (Knox) Ruof, pioneers of Lyons and for many }ears

numbered among the most prominent and infiuential residents of Ionia

county, the former ot whom served the pul)lic as judge and as legislator.

was the first law_\er in Ionia county and held until his death a prominent

place at the liar of this section of the state.

Judge Adam L. Roof came of good old Dutch colonial stock. His

grandfather, Johannes Roof, was a captain under General Herkimer during
the Revolutionary War, and his uncle. John Roof, was a colonel under the

same command, both having Ijeen ])articipams in the battle of Oriskany.
v\here ( ".eneral Herkimer was slain. Judge Roof's maternal grandfather.

I'hilip \'anAlstine, also was an ardent patriot in Revolutionary times. His

father erected Ft. V'anRensselaer. on the east bank of Canajoharie creek,

in New ^'ork, and was a nu-ml)er ot the New ^'ork Legislature in 1798.

Canajoharie, New \'ork, was the birtliplace of Judge Roof, he having been

born there on February 22, 1810. When eighteen _\-ears old he entered

Williams College and after an attendance of two years there entered Ham-
ilton College, from which institution in- was graduated in 1832, his studies

having been tlirected with particular reference to the law. In 1833 ''"-* ^^'•^•'^

appointed, by (low William L. Marcy. of New York, division quarter-

master, wilji liic ran]< of beutenant-colonej, on .Major .Schermerhorn's statf.

In August, 1836, he was admitted to the bar of the supreme court of New
York and in that same month he and his friend, .\. F. Bell, came West, with

the view of finding fame and fortune in tiie then rapidly developing terri-

tory of Michigan. On tlie _'Slh of .\ugn>t tlie\- reached J.ackson. tlicn an

uninviting shanty town of al)out fifty inhabitants. L^pon lantling at Mun-

roe. their first objective jwint in Michigan. tlie\- had been ;id\ised to push
on to Ionia, where a government land otVice bad shortK- before been estab-

lished. ;uid at Jackson they completed llieir preparations for pushing on

through the wilderness. .Much of their journey was made by river and when

they readied the Indian village of Cocoost, now the town of Lyons, in this
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county, they fuund the Indians in the midst of their corn dance, rejoicing

over their iiar\est. t'oconst was an Indian settlement, covering a tract of

about ele\en himdred acres which the Indians had cleared in the forest.

Koof and Dell ;~ct up a shanty on die hill west of the ri\'er, overlooking the

Indian \ dlage, and there established themsehes in Ijachelor quarters. Find-

ing nu opportunity to practice law they took to surveying, especially the

laying out of town sites, and thus projected several cities thereabout, but

the only one ot these ambitious projects to bear fruit was the village of

Lyons, whicii they platted to cover the clearing made long before by the

redskins, it will thus be seen that from the very first the name of Judge
Roof is inseparably connected with this region, particularl\' with the Lyons

neighborhood and with the progressi\e histor_\- of Ionia county.

Adam L. Koof was the first lawyer in Ionia county and for some years

the only one. The year after his arri\al here Michigan was admitted as a

state and a great impetus was given to the business at the Ionia land office.

Having gi\en particular attention to the stud\- of land-otfice law at college.

Judge Roof's services were of conspicuous value to the settlers hereabout

and many a knotty question of law with relation to entries and co-related

points was satisfactorily settled by hmi. Two years after coming here he

married and in 184-' was appointed prosecuting attornev. He also held

nearly all the township and village offices at one time and another and was

elected probate judge and register of deeds, in which capacit}- he was enai>led

to render a valuable ser\ice to the pioneers hereabout. During the sessions

of 1845, 1849 and 1830 Judge Roof represented this district in the lower

house of the Michigan (jeneral .Vssembly and during this session of 1830
and 1852 occu])ied a seat in the state Senate from this district.

It was in October. 1838. that .\(lam L. Roof was miited in marriage
to Clarissa Knox, who at that time was teaching school at i'ortland. this

county, she ha\ing been the first school teacher in that village. .She was

l)orn in St. Lawrence county. .\'ew \'ork. daughter of John and Sally

(Moore) Kno.x. the tormer of whom was a distant kinsman of Gen. Henry
Knox, of Revolutionary fame, and a direct descendant of John Knox, the

great Scotch reformer. The Knox family c.une to this count\' in 1836, first

.settling at the west edge of the present village of Lyons, but which then

was the Indian \illage of Cocoost. but later moved to the southwest corner

of I'ortland township, where they established their home. Judge Roof was
a man of much strength of character and was a jiowerful influence for good
herealK)ut in an early day, the causes of good government education, tem-

perance, morality and religion ever recei\ing iiis earnest su])port. lie died
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OH januar)' 26, 1885, and his widow survived until July 25, 1902, she being

eighty-three years of age at the time of her death.

Alljert K. Roof grew to manhood in the village of Lyons and to a

remarkable degree his life paralleled that of his father. He early displayed

a [jreference for the law and his father encouraged him by sending him to

the Alichigan .State L'ni\ersity. at Ann Arbor, from the law tlei)artment ot

which institution he was graduateil in 1865 and succeeded his father in the

practice of his chosen ])rofession, continuing in active practice in this and

neighboring counties until his practical retirement some years ago, since

which time he has devoted bis whole attention to the interests connected

with his property and that of his sisters. Mr. Roof's life has been one of

singular activitv in the public service. He was elected successively to all

the \illage and township offices: was elected register of deeds for Ionia

countv. and in 1878 and again in nSSO was chairman of the countv board

of supervisors. During the sessions of tlie General Assembly in 1871-72

he represented this district in the lower house of the Legislature and in 1887

and 1888 occupied a seat in the Senate. He was a menilier of the House

when the appropriation was made for the erection of the present state cap-

itol. In 1889 Mr. Roof was united in marriage to Mrs. Lou fBingay)

Rudgers. who died two years later withoue issue. Mr. Roof is a Royal Arch

Mason and takes an acti\'e interest in the affairs of that ancient order.

CLARl'.XrF. r,ARI"IF,LH \\IX(/HF.LL. D. D. S.

Dr. Clarence (iarlield W'inchell, well-known and popular dentist oi

Ionia, this countw is a nali\'e son of Ionia and lia^ bxed here all his life.

He was born on b'eljruary 25, 1880, son of .Xbiuroe l'>. and Caroline .M.

(Moffitt) W'inchell, well-known and prominent residents of Ionia, further

and fitting mention of whom is made elsewhere in llli^ \olume, and was

reared amid conditions favorable to the cultivation of a true taste ,ind an

accurate estimate of social values. Upon completing the course in the Ionia

public schools he determined to (lev<ite his life to the practice of dental

surgery and with that end in \ iew entered ihe I bicago Dental ( ollege in

1900. being graduated from that excellent institution in 1003. wiib the

degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery. Thus admiralily et|uipped lor ibc

])ractice of his chosen jirofession. Doctor \\ incbell returned to his home in

Ionia ;mil opened an oiTice in tli;it cit\. where he e\er since has been engaged
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in practice. The Doctor is regarded as one of Ionia's most progressixe
citizens and is devotedly attaclned to iiis home town, promoting in aU proper

ways such movements as are calculated to achance the best interests of the

city. He is a memljer nf the city school board and acting in that capacity
has done a good work in behalf of the public schools.

In 1905 Dr. Clarence G. Winchell was united in marriage to Helen
Louise Eddy, who was born in Berlin township, this count\-, daughter of

James P. and Eltleda (Dodge) Eddy, pruminent residents of this c<inntv,

now and for years past residents of Ionia, and to this union four childreMi

have been born, Fleda Caroline, Horace Lorenzo, Leah Helen and i'.sther

Louise. Doctor and Mrs. \\'inchell have proved themselves helpful and
useful members of society in and about Ionia and give due attention to the

various .social and cultural activities of the community. Doctor W'nK-hcll

is a Mason and a Knight Templar and is a member of the Ionia lodge of

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, in the affairs of which organ-
izations he takes a warm interest.

Mrs. \\'incheirs father, Jaiues P. Eddy, was born in Berlin township,
this county, in 1857, son of .\ndrew Jackson and Frances Louise ( .\ustin )

Eddy, the former of whom came to this section of Michigan when a boy
with his parents, .Abraham and Cynthia ( Phillijis ) VaUW. who enngrated
from Xew York state and drove into the then wilds of Ionia county with

an ox-team, locating in Berlin township and establishing their hotue at the

point where the Eddy .school house is now located, where tbe\- spent the

remainder of their li\es, being numbered among the foremost pioneers of

that neighborhood. On that pioneer farm in the woods .Andrew I. l*"ddv

grew to manhood. He traded a yoke of steers for an eightv-acrc tract of

land in the neighborhood of his father's home and a colt for an adjoining

"forty," and thus prepared for the creation of ;i home married I'rances

Louise .\ustin, daughter of Daniel .Austin and wife, pioneers of that section

of the county, and set up an establishment for himself, becoming in due time

one of the well-to-do farmers of that coninuinity. lie and his wife reared

their family and .spent the re.st of their lives on their home f.arm in llcrlin

township. Their son, James T'. Eddy, began to shift for him.self at the age
of twehe and at the age of fifteen was doing a man's task, cutting timber

in the big wood.s. At the age of twenty-two he marrird and began farming
for himself in Berlin townshij). presently becoming the owner of a fine farm

of one hundred and twenty acres. His wife, Elfleda Dodge, was -born in

Laingsburg, Shiawassee county, this state, in 1863, daughter of Horace P.
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and Helen L. (Phelps) Dodge, the former of whom, a liarness-maker at

Laingshurg, had come to Michigan from Lorain county, Ohio, and tlie

latter was the first white girl born in Shiawassee county. After living on

his farm for about ten years James I'. I^ddy moved with his family to Ionia,

where he ever since has been quite successfully engaged in the live-stock

business.

WILLIAM H. MATTISON.

l'"ormer Sheriff \\'illiani 11. .\lattison, vice-president of the National

Bank of Ionia, and one of the best-known retired farmers in this count}',

who has been li\ing comfortal>ly retired at his pleasant home, 304 Rich

street, Ionia, since J 903, is a native of New York. ha\ing been born on a

farm in Rensselaer county, near the city of Tro}', that state, September 20,

1836, son of Allen J. and Lucy P. (Thomas) Mattison, natives of New

York, who later became honored residents of Ionia county, where their last

days were spent.

y\llen J. Mattison was born in Rensselaer county. New York, m 1798.

son of .\llcn and jemima (j(jhnson), Rhode Island Island Quakers,

the former a native of Scotland :nu\ the latter of England. The elder .\llen

Mattison was a soldier in the patriot army during the Revolutionary War,

a member of General (jreene's command, and was a participant in the battle

of Bunker Hill. His family in Scotland spelled the name Mathewson, but

upon coming to .\merica he altered the spelling to the form w liich e\er since

has been followed b\" his descendants. Upon coming to this countrx- he

and his wife hrst settled in Prov'idence, Rhode Island, but about the \ear

1818 established their home in Rensselaer counlx. .\ew \drk. where the

remainder of their li\es were spent, his death occurring in 1S54. They were

the parents of four sons, l^a\-i(l, job, Ebenezer and Allen ].. the latter ot

whom was born and reared in Rensselaer county, where he married Lucy P.

Thomas, daughlt'r of I )r. Samuel and Dorcas Thomas, also natix'es of Xew

York state, four of whose children, .Samuel. Rowland, Towner and l.ucx',

grew to maturity.

I'ollowing bis marriage, Allen j. Mattison settled on a farm in the

neighborhood of his old home in the vicinity of Proy and there he reared

his familv. in 1867. intluenced l)y the good word his son. William H., the

subject of this biographical sketch, who had come to this section of Alich-

igan several years before, .sent back regarding tiie possibilities of this region.
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the elder Mattison and his family came to Ionia county, settling in Ronald

township, where Mr. Mattison bought a farm of three hundred acres in

partnership with his son, Daniel, who still owns the old homestead, and there

he and his wife spent the remainder of their li\es, liuig being regarded as

among the foremost residents of that comnumity. Allen J. Mattison held

several public offices and was a man of much influence for good in that sec-

tion of the county. He and his wife were earnest members of the Christian

church and acti\e in the \ arious beneficences of the same. They li\ed lu

celebrate their "golden wedding,"' the death of Mr. Mattison occurring in

1882, he then being eighty-four years of age. His widow survi\'ed him for

some years, she being ninetv-one vears of ao;e at the time of her death,

having been born on December 17, 1800. They were the parents of se\en

children, namely: Jett:'rey T,, who died in California, where he went in

1849 and prospered in gold mining, and there died suddenly; Sarah j.,

deceased; Hamilton A.; Lucy P.. who married Daniel J. Green, of Ionia;

Marilla P., deceased, who was the wife of J. S. Tibbetts ; \\'illiam H., the

immediate subject of this biographical sketch, and Daniel ].. who now owns

the old homestead farm in Ronald township and is one of the best-known

and most substantial farmers in that part of the county.

Hamilton .\. Mattison was a soldier in the Ci\il \\';ir, enlisting in tlic

Twelfth Regiment, New Jersey X'olunteer Infantry. He was promoted from

second lieutenant to first lieutenant, captain and major, and during the latter

l>art of his service was inspector-general on the staff of Gen. Nelson A.

Miles. After the war Hamilton .\. Mattison settled at Kvans\ille, Indiana.

where he became a prominent lawyer and served as city attorney, ])rosecut-

ing attorney and district judge of the circuit court. He has recently moved

to Ionia where he is making his home with his brother, the subject of this

sketch.

William H. Mattison was well reared on the home farm in Rensselaer

county, Xew York, receiving an excellent education and for four years taught

school in Xew ^'ork ;ind also in Michigan. L.'pon the three-months call in

1861 for volunteers to serxx in the L'nion ;irm\- during the ('i\il \\';ir he

enlisted and was drilled with his company for four or fwc days, at the end

of which time he received an honorable discharge cju account of defective

hearing. In iSfu .Mr. Mattison came to .Michigan, locating in the I'alo

neighborhood in Ronald township, this county, where he -went to work as a

farm hand, for which service he received fifteen dollars a month. During
the winters he taught school in the district schools of that townshi]), and

was thus engaged, working on farms during the summers, for three years.
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at tlie end of \\hicli lime lie bought a farm of two hundred acres in Ronald

township. He married in the fall of 1866 and established his home on that

farm and there resided for about forty years. As he cleared and improved
his place, prospering in a material way, Air. Alattison added to his holdings

l»y the purchase of an adjoining "forty" and it was not long until he was

recognized as one of the most suljstantial farmers in that neighborhood.

From the \-ery beginning of his residence in this county, Mr. JMattison

has taken an actixe part in civic affairs. He is a I'JeiJublican and early began

to l)e recognized as one of the leaders of the party in his district. For

eleven vears he ser\ed the public very efficiently as township supervisor and

also served with equal efficiency as school inspector, highway commissioner

and township treasurer, thus holding office in Ronald township for many

years. In the fall of 1876 Mr. Alattison was elected sheriff of Ionia county

and so cai)ably did he perform the duties of that office that he was re-elected

and thus served two terms, during which time he made his home in Ionia,

the county seat. At the close of his term of service in the sherifi's office,

in 1881, Mr. Mattison moved back to the farm ;uul remained there until

1903, in which year he sold the pl.ice and moved back to Ionia, where he

has lived ever since and where he and his wife ha\e a very pleasant and

comfortable home. k'lir \ears .Mr. Mattison has taken an active interest

in affairs hereabout, in atlditii.^i to looking after his extensi\e farming inter-

ests and upon retiring from the farm continued his connection with some

of the enterprises with which he was connected. He is xice-president of the

National Bank of Ionia and is chairman of the board of directors of the

b'arniers Mutual Fire Insurance CV)mpany of h)nia. in which well-established

concern he has been a director for nearly a quarter of a century, and he is

held in high regard in financial and commercial circles hereabout.

On Xovember 14, i86;i. William II. .Mattison was united in marriage

t(i Zdpha Nan Wijrmei", whu was Imrn in .Steuben ciiunt\-. Xew \'ork.

.\ugust 10. 1N40, daughter df X'alentine and Anna ( ('le\eland ) \ an

Wornier, both nati\-es of Xew ^Hrk state and both of whom spent all their

lives in that state, the former, born on October J2. iSi_'. d\ing on June H).

\^Jf). at the age of eighty-fne. They were the parents of seven children.

Zil])ha, Mary, I'^axette. b,mer\- and iMiiily (twins) .md F.ugene and luigenia

(twins). X'alentine \ an Wormer was the son of l,;iwrence and .\nna

( Stakw ) \';ui Wdrnu-r. nati\es of .\bihawk count\, .Xew ^ ork. both of

whom lived to ripe old ages, and who were the parents of fifteen children.

se\en of whom. John. Henry. Mary, j.inet, .Anna, Betsy and Susan, li\ed to

maturity. Mrs. .\nna \ an Wdrmer was the daughter of Fphraim and
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Hanna ( Watkins ) Cleveland, the former a native of New Ndrk and tlie

latter of Connecticnt, farming people, both of whom lived pa.st middle age,
•md who were the parents of ten children. Andrew. Anna, Ennice, Cvnthia,

Mary. Myron. I\i>hraim. hdvira, Jennie and Alngail.

Mr. and Mrs. Mattison are devoted members of the Methodist church,

in the atfairs of which they ever have taken a warm interest, and thev .are

held in high esteem I)y their many friends throughout the countv. Mr.

Mattison is a Afason of high degree and takes much interest in the affairs of

that order. He is a memljer of the blue lodge of the order at Palo; a mem-
ber of the Ionia Chapter. Royal .Arch Masons; Ionia Council, Royal and

Select Masters; Ionia Commandery Xo. i i. Knights Temjjlar, and of Saladin

Temple, Ancient .\rabic Order of the XoIjIcs of the Mvstic Shrine, at Grand

Rapids.

ISAAC P. HOAG.

Isaac P. Hoag, head uf the firm of Mansfield, Hoag & I'ompanv, pro-

prietors of the Prairie Creek mills at Ionia, this county, and one of the liest-

known business men in that city, is a native son of Michigan, having been

born on a pioneer farm in Parma township, Jackson county, this state, ]May
22. 1856, son of David and Mary (Peckham) Hoag, prominent members
of the prosperous Quaker settlement in that C()unt\'. whose last days were

s])ent there.

Da\id 1 Icjag wa^. a native of Rensselaer county. New "^'ork, and was

reared on a farm in Pittstown township, that count}-. Plis parents, Asa and

I-llizabeth ( .Xorton ) Hoag, were earnest members of the bViends church and

he was reared in that faith. He married Mary Peckham, of Troy, New
York, daughter of Samuel Peckham and wife, also earnest Quakers, the

former ni whom was a plowmaker and helped to de\'elop the first cast-

iron pldw manufactured by the Starbuck company, of Troy, New ^'ork.

Samuel Peckham's wife, who was an Osborne, also was of Quaker stock.

In 1844 David Hoag and wife came to Michigan and joined the John Mott

Quaker coloay in Jackson county. David Hoag bought a tract oi land in

Parma township, that county, three acres of which ba<l been cleared, and

there he and his wife established their hfime, spending the balance of their

lives there, becoming substantial and influential residents of that community.
Mr. Hoag cleared and improved his place and at his death left a substantial
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inheritance of two hundred acres of weH-iniproxed land, ncjw owned b)- liis

son, the subject of this biographical sketch.

Isaac P. Hoag grew to manhood on the farm on which he was burn

and when twent_\--one years old came to Ionia C(junty and entered the em])lc)\-

of the Prairie Creek mill at Ionia, where he learned the details of the mill-

ing business. He spent ten years in the .service of that old mill and then,

in 1887. went to California, where he spent nine years, at the end of which

time he returned to Ionia and resumed his place in the Prairie Creek mill,

with which he ever since has been connected and of which he lung has been

the general manager. In 1880, three years after entering the mill, he became

financially interested in the same, and upon going to California disposed of

that interest. P'pon his return from the \\ est in i8()7 he resumetl his interest

in the mill, the firm thereafter being known as Mansfield & Hoag. Mr.

Hoag then assumed the genera! management of the mill and ice business.

In igoQ, Mr. Mansfield, Mr. Hoag's partner, died and the firm of

Mansfield, Hoag & Comjianx- is now composed nf .\lr. Hoag and Joseph

X'anSycle, who have since acquired the Highland Park cemetery, together

with about one hundred and fifty acres of adjoining farming lands.

In 1880 Isaac P. Hoag was united in marriage to Nellie .-\. Simmtnis,

who was l)orn at lUifialo, New ^'l)rk, daughter of William Simmon> and

wife. Her mother died when she was an infant and in 1869 her father

came to Michigan, settling in Ionia county, where he farmed the rest of

his life. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoag one child has been born, a daughter. Hazel

M. Mr. Hoag was made a Mason in 1879 and takes a warm interest in the

affairs of that ancient order.

JOHN K. DOUGHERTY,

The late John K. Dougherty, for years a well-known and intluential

farmer and banker of the Lyons neighborhood, this county, an honored

\etcran of the Civil W'.ar and an active participant in the ci\ic att'airs of

Ioni;i county, was ;i native of the great I'lmpire state, born in Cayuga,

county, New York, December 17, 1842, son of James and Sarah (Loomis)

Dougherty, both natives of that same state, who came to Michigan in 1854,

settling in L\ons neighborhood, where their last d.iys were spent. James

Doughert\''s father was ;i nati\e of Ireland who came to this country when



.^ijjgBSSijWj

.nni\ i; ii(>r(;iii:i;'rv.





IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 321

a lad of fourteen and his mother was a native of Scotland, who died when

James was a child.

James Dougherty died shortly after coming to this country and upon

John R. Dougherty, who was twelve years old when he came here with his

parents, fell the task of helping to support his widowed mother, who lived

until July 19, 1876. This he did
b_\- working on farms in the neighborhood

of his home at Lyons, in the meantime completing his schooling by atten-

ding school in the winters, and remained at home until his enlistment, in

August, 1862, when not yet twenty years old, in the lughth Regiment, Mich-

igan \"olunteer Infantry, with which he served until the close of the war,

being mustered out' as a first lieutenant, to which rank he was raised in May,

1865. He was with Burnside in all the campaigns of that general and took

part in the siege of Knoxville, the battles of South Mountain, Antietam, Fred-

ericksburg, Blue Springs, Petersburg and numerous other important engage-

ments. He had married the year he entered the army and upon the conclu-

sion of military service returned home and for a year thereafter was engaged
in farming in the Lyons neighborhood, after which he and Frank Gleas-

on conducted a general .store at Lyons and was for some years engaged in

that business in that \'illage. In t868 he bought an unimproved farm just

south of Lyons and in 1876 erected a house on that farm and moved to the

same, at the same time selling his interest in the store to Mr. Gleason and

on that farm, to which he gave the name '"Sunnyside Farm." he spent the

rest of his life, his death occuring on June i, 1910.

X'ot long after selling his interest in the store Mr. Dougherty started

the John R. Dougherty Bank at Lyons and remained at the head of that

institution until he sold it to S. W. Webber & Company. In the meantime

he cpntinued to make his home at "Sunnyside Farm," a fine place of two

hundred and forty acres, one and one-fourth miles south of Lyons, and

gradually improved the same until it was regarded as one of the best farms

in the county. Mr. Dougherty gave much attention to the raising of pure-

bred live stock, particularly Polled Durham cattle and liecame one of tne

best-known cattlemen in this county. He was active in all public enterpri-

ses, ever promoting such movements as w'ere designefl to acKrmcc the com-

mon good. .Although not a church member he was one of the most liberal

contributors to the w-ork of erecting the Methodist church. He was a Repub-

lican and for years looked upon as one of the leaders of that party in this

county, though never an office seeker. On one occasion, however, very muih

against his wishes, he was nominated as representative in the Legislature

(21a)
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from this district and though he opposed tlie nomination and spent no time

in making a canvass, he came within ten votes of election.

John R. Dougherty was twice married. In 1862 he was united in mar-

riage to Mehssa J. TruesdcU, who was liorn in Brown county. New York,

daughter of .Sanuiel and I'arthena Truesdell. early settlers of this county.

She died in 1894, and on March 6, 1895, Mr. Dougherty married, secondly,

Mrs. Lois J. (McNeil) Dunn, widow of William H. Dunn, who was prom-

inently connected with the railway shops at Ionia until his death in 1893.

William H. Dunn had been a resident of Ionia since 1873 and was one of

the best known citizens of that place. He was a stanch Republican and a

meml>er of the Masonic fraternity, as well ^s of the Gr^nd .Army of the

Repul)!ic. Responding to Lincoln's first call for volunteers, he went to the

front with the b'irst Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, for the three-

months service and upon the completion of that term of service re-enlisted

and served to the close of the war as a member of the Eighth Michigan

Cavalry. In 1873 he located at Ionia and spent the rest of his life in that

city. After his death his widow made her home with her jtarents most of

the time until her marriage to Mr. Dougherty.

R'Irs. Lois J. Dougherty is a native of this state, having been born at

Lawton, Van Buren county, daughter of George P. and Amanda J. (Harper)

McNeil, the former of whom was born at Owega, Tioga county. New York,

in 1828, and the latter at Milan, h'rie county, Ohio, in September, 1834.

George P. McNeil was about eighteen years of age when he came to Mich-

igan with his [larents, Francis McNeil and wife, the f;uuilv settling at Law-

ton, in VanBuren county. There, in Deceiuber. 1851, he was married to

Amanda J. Harper, who was but eight \ears of age wlien her ]iarents, Sam-

uel and Nancy ( .Spears) Harper, came to Michigan froiu Ohio and settled

in the Lawton neighborhood. George P. AIcNeil was a carpenter and for

some time after his marriage followed tb;it trade ;it L;iwton, but later

became a conductor on the Michigan Central railroad and for twenty-fi\e

years was thus engaged, making his home meanwhile at Jackson and at

Battle Creek. Lliion retiring from ibe railwax- ser\ice he fur ;i time made

his home at Chicago, but later returned to Lawton, the hoiue of his youth.

where his death occurefl five or six years later, February 16, 1898. His

widow is now making her home with .Mrs. Dougherty in ihe latter's beau-

ti fnl home at 1 .yons.

Mrs. IJougherty is a member of the ("hurch of C"hrist (Scientist) and

takes an acti\e interest in the services of the same. Years ago she became a
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nieiiil)er of the Order of the Eastern Star and uixm niovinjij to Iwons after

her marriage to Air. Dougherty transferred her membership to the chapter

at that place and continues to take a warm interest in the afifairs of that

order. She also has been for years very active in the work of the Woman's
Relief Corps and is past vice-president of that organization for the depart-

ment of Michigan, as well as a former instituting and installing officer of

the same.

WALTER L. WINCH ELL.

Walter L. Winchell, of the firm of Winchell & Stone, furniture and

undertaking, Ionia, Michigan, was born in Ionia on November ii, 1866.

He is the son of Monroe B. and Caroline (Moffettj Winchell. Monroe

B. Winchell was a native of Ballston township, Saratoga county, New
\ ork. Mrs. Winchell was a native of Cuyahoga county, Ohio. They were

the parents of the following children: Walter L., who is the subject of

this sketch; Mildred, who is at home; George, who is a physician in Ionia;

Laura, who is the wife of L Ernest Dodds, of Detroit, Michigan; Clarence,

who lives in Ionia, and Mary, who is the wife of Edward Conroy, of Ionia

township.

Monroe B. Winchell grew up a farmer boy in Saratoga county, New
York, and attended the district schools there. When he was twenty years

of age he came west with his brother, Addison E., and located in Ionia

township and worked out for a few years. He then bought a farm of forty

acres on which he placed improvements and planted a fine orchard and

engaged in the fruit and nursery business for alx)ut thirty-seven years. He
sold twenty acres of his farm to his son, Walter, and they worked together

for a few years. He still owns twenty acres. His wife died in 1003, at

the age of fifty-seven years. She and her husband were both members of

the Methodist Episcopal church.

The father of Caroline (Moffett) Winchell was James Moffett. His

wife was a Miss Neal. He was born in Ohio and she in Maryland. He
was a millwright by trade and ran a machine shop in Cuyahoga county,
Ohio. He moved into Kent county, Michigan, in 1X50, coming overland

from Ohio with an ox-team. The country there was a wilderness then.

He engaged in farming in Kent county the rest of his life. He died at the

age of eight}- years, and she, at the age of seventy years. They had a

large family, consi.sting of the following children : .\lbert, Thcron, Aralief,
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Abigail, Helen, Exine, Clarissa, Caroline, Charlotte, Emma, Diantha, and

one that met death by accident.

The father of Monroe B. Winchell was Leorango Winchell. His wife

was Mary (Castle) Winchell. They were both natives of Massachusetts.

In young manhood he was a clothier, but after moving to New York he

engaged in farming, which lie followed for the remainder of his life. He
was born in 1800 and died in 1886. His wife died at the age of sixty-six

years. Thev were the parents of the following children : Theodore,

Lemuel, Addison, Phoebe, Mary Louisa, who died in infancy; Monroe B.,

who was the father (jf the subject of this sketch, and Man,'. The paternal

great-grandparents were of Holland-Dutch descent. They died in Massa-

chusetts. They had a good-sized family: Lorenzo, Solomon, Erastus,

Timothy, Betsy and other daughters.

Walter L. Winchell was raised in Ionia. He attended the public

schools here. He also worked on his father's fruit farm. At the age of

twenty he went to Dakota and spent three years. While there he took a

claim and proved up on it. He afterward sold his farm and returned to

Ionia and went back on the farm with his father, and bought twenty acres

of the old home place and went into the fruit business, which he continued

for about twelve years. He was appointed to a position at the state reform-

atory and worked there as an officer for five years. After this he formed

a partnershi]) with Orin Stone and embarked in the furniture business, and

a year later they added the undertaking business, which they have continued

up to the present time, under the firm name of Winchell & Stone.

On March 16, i8()4, \Valter L. Winchell was married to .Ada E. Tnwn-

send, of Ypsilanti. She was a daughter of James Townsend. She died

in December, i8g6, at the age of twenty-six \ears. .She was a member of

the Christian church ( Disci|)les). On June 3, 1903, Mr. Winchell was mar-

ried to EHza A. Phillips, the daughter of Eli and Mary (Fenstermaker)

Phillips. To this marriage tlie folldwing childreti ha\T been born: T\nth.

Monroe and I'lorence.

Eliza A. (Phillips) Winchell was liorn in Easton townshi]), Ionia

county, on May 24, 1875. I Irr ]>arenls came from Ohio to Michigan at an

early date, and l)Oth are now dead. They were the jiarents of the follow-

ing children : John, James, Levi. George, Ensign, Herman, Joshua, Jason,

Chetro, Sarah, Eliza, and a daughter who died when young. Mr. and Mrs.

Winchell are memljers of the ihurch of Christ (Disciples), lie has been

an elder in the cluirch for more than fifteen years. He has been a member

for more than twenty-five years, and his wife has been a member for many
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years. Mr. Winchell belongs to Ionia Lodge No. 36, Free and Accepted

Masons, and to Ionia Lodge No. 175, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

also to Ionia Lodge No. 548, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

Mr. Winchell is a Republican in politics.

GEORGE A. BUCK.

George A. Buck, ol Portland. Ionia county, Michigan, one of the largest

landowners of the county, owning seven hundred and six acres in Portland

and Danby townships in partnership with his Ijrother, Bart Buck, was bom
in the town of Avon, Lorain county. Ohio, on July 8, 1858, being a .son

of Hart and Elizabeth Duffell. For a detailed history of the Buck family,

the reader will please refer to the sketch of Edwin .\. Buck. l>rother of

George A., presented elsewhere within this \oluine.

George A. Buck grew up on the family homestead in Portland town-

ship and received his elementary education in the district schools near his

home, later attending the Portland schools. After finishing his studies he

engaged in school teaching, laboring in this manner for eight years and

passing the summers in work on the farm. When a young man, he and his

brother, Edwin A., formed a partnership for the l)uying and selling of li\e

stock and also farming. Edwin withdrew from llie farming interests in

1896, but George continued with the other brothers to farm the place and

he and Edwin continued together in the stock business.

On .\ugust 4, 1897, Gefjrge A. Buck was united in marri;ige witli Al.'iry

While ami to their union have been born two children. Harold W. will

graduate from the Portland high school with the 1916 class and Evelyn

Elizabeth is in the first year of high school work. Immediately after mar-

riage. George A. Buck and his bride made their home in Portland, living

on the same street with I-'dwin A. Buck until 1908 when George A. removed

to the place which has since been his home.

Marv \Miite Buck, wife of George A. iiuck, is the daughter of Edwin

and Emilv (Morehouse) \\'hite, the former born in Genesee county, New
"N'ork state, on .August 1 1, 1832, and was in his turn a son of J;imes and Jane

White, both of whom were born in the state of New Jersey. James While's

l)arents came from Ireland to New Jersey, one child being Ixjrn on the water

while they were en route to this country, while Jane, his wife, was the child

of Scotch parents. When lulwin White, father of Mrs. George Buck, was
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ten years of age (in 1842) he was brought to Portland township b\- his

parents. Here his father Ijouglit a farm, worked at that and was also a

painter and chair maker, and died at that home, lulwin remained at home
until the time of his marriage, when he and his wife settled on a farm close

to his father's, remaining there until 1907, when they moved to F'ortland.

where they still reside. homily Morehouse, t(3 whom lulwin White was

married on February 4, 1863. was born on .\ugust 18, 1827, and was the

daughter of Oliver and Susan 13. ( Farrand ) Morehouse, the former Ijorn

in Albany, New York, of Welch ancestry and the latter in Newark, New

Jersey, of "Jersey" stock, claiming descent from the b>ench Huguenots on

one side and from early Fnglish ancestry on the other. In i8_^3 luuil\-

Morehouse was brought by her parents to Wayne county, this state, where

the mother died, and the father died in later years at the home of his daugh-
ter here in Portland. Edwin and Emily (Morehouse) White became the

parents of four children, Mrs. George A. Buck being the sole sur\i\ing mem-
ber of the family. Susie died at sixteen years of age and the other two

died in early infancy. Mr. White has Ijeen a life-long Rei>ublican, but ne\er

a seeker after office.

Mrs. George A. Buck and her children are members of the Congrega-
tional church and while Mr. Buck does not hold membership therein he is

a trustee. In politics he is a I\ei)ul)lican, although taking no especial interest

in that question.

DUNCAN G, KENNEDY.

One of the most enterprising business men of Portland and one of

the rei)resentative citizens of Ionia county is Duncan G. Kennedy, well-

known hard\v;ire merchant. He was born in the province of Ontario, Can-

ada, June 9, 1846, and is a son of James and Jane (McEdeard) Kennedy,
lK)th natives of Scotland, from which country they came to Canada with

their parents when young and there grew up and were married. The father

w;us a stone-masnn b\' tr.ade, but ;ifter his m.arriage he engaged in farming.

His death occurred in the city of Toronto, and his wife died on the home

farm. He took up two hundred acres of land from the governiuent. which

he improx'cd into a good f.arm ruid was pros])erous. He .and his wife

belonged to the 1 're>b\terian c-burch. nf wiiich be \\;is ,ui elder. Their

family consisted of live children, four sons and one tlaughter, of whom
three are living in 1916, namely: James, who is engaged in the grocery
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business in Toronto, Ontario; William li\es in \'ancou\er. British Columbia,

and Duncan G.. the subject of this sketch.

Duncan G. Kennedy was reared on the home farm and educated in the

l>uhlic schools in Canada. He started out in life for himself at the age

of fourteen years, first learned the blacksmith's trade which he followed

.successfully for a period of twenty-five years or until 1853. He estal>

lished a shop in P'ortland, Michigan, in 1872, which he operated until 1885,

when he sold out and soon engaged in the hardware business which he has

continued to the present time, enjoying a large trade with the town and

surrounding country, carrying a full and well-selected stock of hardware

and farming implements.

Politicall}-, Mr. Kennedy is a Democrat, and he has long been active

in party affairs. He was president of the village of Portland in 1875 and

1876, and for sixteen years consecutively was a member of the village coun-

cil, and later was president of the village again for four years. He has

also served as highway commissioner se\-eral times. Fraternally, he l)elongs

to F'ortland Lodge No. 31, Free and .Accepted Masons, of which he is a

past master; al.so belongs to I'ortland Cha])ter No. 36, Royal Arch Masons,

and Portland Council No. 39, Royal and Select Masters, and Ionia Com-

mandery No. 11. Knights Templar.
Duncan C. Kennedy was married on August 11, 1870, to Edith E.

-Megarah, who was Ixirn in West Unity, Ohio. .April 26, 1848. Pier mother

died when she was a babe, and soon thereafter the father moved with his

children to Toledo. In 1864 they came t(J Portlaml, Michigan. The father,

William S. Megarah, was a millwright and worked at his trade in Portland

and nearby towns until 1863, when he bought a farm near Collins and the

famil\- settled there. Edith E. Megarah received a good education in the

])nblic schools of Ohio, graduating from ihc high school at Toledo. She

taught for some time in the high school at i'ortland, also taught for some

time at Crystal prior to her marriage. F.arly in life she showed much talent

as a singer and almost from the first year of her residence in Portland she

was acti\c in the .Methodist church. Besides leading the choir she was often

called upon to assist in the singing at funerals and was ever ready to lend

her aid in the time of sorrow. She received a musical education. Though
much attached to her home and family >^hc found time to become a worker

in various organizations. She was president of the Portl.uid Woman's
Relief Corps for man\- vcars and her efforts are reflected in a large mem-

bershi]) and in the charitable work which has been carried on. .She also

occu])ied a prominent position in the state organization and would doubtless
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have been at the head of this in the course of time. She was also active iii

educational work and for two years she was president of the Ladies Literary
Club. The work of the club was much to her liking and she was one of

its most enthusiastic members. She was president of the Ladies Aid Society
of the Methodist church fnr many years or until failing health compelled
her to give up this work as it did in many other lines. This splendid

woman was summoned tn her eternal rest on January 2, 1013. Of a most

cheerful and cliaritahle nature, she will long be rememljered Ijy those who
have been cheered by her ]jresence in time of distress. She was for some

forty years one of the most useful and prominent women of Portland,

highly esteemed Ijy all who knew her. Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy had one

adopted daughter, Edith, wife of Lewis Slownski.

Mr. Kennedy sold his store stock on February 22. iqi6, and will (knote

his time to looking after his interests in Portland and Ionia countw

REV. D.AATD E. MILL.VRD.

Si.xty-two years of life in the pulpit and following the life of a true

disciple of the Man of Galilee, is the record of Rev. Da\id E. Millard of

Portland, Ionia county. He is in hi^ eighty-se\enth \'ear, and although

he retired from active church work twenty-seven years ago, he has bv no

means been idle, but has frequently acted as supply preacher and s])ent much

time in writing for secular and religious magazines, ministering to the sick,

performing marriage ceremonies and saying the List rites of friends who

passed to the Silent Land. He is the dean of ministers in centr.al Michigan,

indeed, there are perhaps few in the entire state with such a record as his.

David E. Millard was born in Ontario county. Xew York, March 16.

1829, and is a son of Rev. Da\id Millard, who was for many years a

prominent ]>ioncer minister of the Christian church in western Xew ^'ork.

David Iv Millard spent his earh' life in the cit\' of ixochester. where he

attended select schools, also at l.ima. .Xew ^ ork, until he was littuen \ears

old, then spent two years in school at .Starkey. ^'.•ltes couiUy. that state,

after which he entered the Theological .Seminary at Meadxille, Pennsvl-

\-ania, from which he w a> graduated in iSqj, and soon thereafter was

ordained to tire ministr\' ot the Christian chui'cli, lie began hi^ carei.'r as

minister at b'all River ^lassachusetts, in 1852, later was pastor of a church

at New Bedford, that state, then at West P)loomrield, New "\'ork. lie came
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to Michigan in 1S57 and preaclied at Marshall tor fourteen years, Jackson

seven years, at Belding from 1874 to 1878, and built the church there. In

January, 1865. Go\ernor Crapo appointed Reverend Millard and wife mili-

tary agents at Washington City from Michigan, to look after the wants of

private soldiers there from this state, and the\- discharged their duties there

in a very accei:)tahle manner until i8()(>. His sjjlendid patriotic sermon at

the outbreak of the war. on the tiriui;' on l-'t. Sumter, was wideh' published

and no doubt sent manv recruits into the L'nion lines. Upon returning to

Michigan from Washington, D. C, he resumed his work as pastor at Jack-

son: this was in 1866. He w;is there six years and then went to Marshall,

where he preached two \ears. His last active ])astorate was at Belding,

this count}', retiring from the work there in 1888. He remo\ed from there

to Portland and established his home and he has since resided here. It was

in Portland that he married P'sther Andrews, April 22, 1854. She was a

woman of many si>lendid attributes, and after a long and happy married life,

which was without issue, she was called to her eternal rest on June 15,

1902. He is now making his home with his niece and her husband, Mr.

and Mrs. \\'. O. Wescott, at Portland.

During his long career. Kevercnd Millard has officiated at over six

hundred weddings, and has preached over one thousand fimeral sermons.

In addition to his work in Uie pulpit he has done considerable literary work,

notably when he wrote the history of his father, .and compiled the writings,

prose and poetry, of the elder Millard, whi> was a native of the state of

Xew ^'ork and for many years an editor. In 1840 he lectured on Biblical

theology in the Theological school at Aleadville, Pennsyhania, in which he

was ])rofessor for more thrni twentv \ears. He made ;i trip to the Holv

Land in 1842, later writing a book on that country and his experiences

there. The work of Reverend Millard on his father's life rmd ch.aractcr

has had a large circulation among religious societies.

Politically, Rev. David E. Millard is a l\i])ublican, and li.is alwavs been

a great admirer of Lincoln, believing him to l>e one of the grandest char-

acters America, has ever produced, [-"raternally, he was formerly a mem-
Ijer of the Independent Order of Odd h'ellows. He is passing the closing

years of his life with the keenness of his intellect unimpaired. He is acti\'e

and unusually well preserved for one of his years and lu- takes an active

interest in all that is going f)n about him, preferring to li\e in the present,

rather than the past. "1 have had a good day. I am rea<ly to go," he says

with great calm and the peace that can only come from a long life devoted

to Chri'-tian li\ing, a "good dav" that has been well spent.
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ALFRED S. BUNNELL.

It will always be a mark of distinctiun to ha\-e served the L'nion during
the great Civil War. The old soldier will receive attention no matter where

he goes if he will but make himself known. And when he passes away, as

so many of them are now doing, friends will
[i;i_v

him a suital)le eulogy for

the sacrifices he made a half century ago on the sanguinary fields of liattle

in the Southland, or in the no less dreaded prison, fever camp or hospital.

.\mong the veterans of Ionia county, the name of Alfred S. Bunnell, of

Lyons, should be mentioned.

.\!fred S. Bunnell was burn on February 8, 1840, about three miles up
Grand river from the town of L)ons, on a farm where his father settled

in early pioneer days. He is a son of .\.sa and Lovini .\. (Olmstead) Bun-

nell. The father was born in the state of Xew York and was reared in

Onondaga county. The mother was a native of Lix'ingston count v, New-

York, and they were married in their native state, from which the\- removed

to Ionia county, Michigan, about the \ear 1834. Mr. Bunnell entering land

from the government, just east of the ri\er in sections jo and 21, Lvons

township. The country roundabout was a wilderness and his nearest neigh-

bor was two miles away. He and his wife remained at the home of a Mr.

Hunt for awhile, until a i)lace could be cleared and a log hut erected on their

f)wn land. They worked hard and developed a good farm on which thev re-

sitled until late in life. Their family consisted of seven children, two of whom
died in infancy; Sarah Jane <lied when about eighteen years old; Cecelia .\nn

married Rev. J. R. Bowen, a Methodist minister and a great tenijierance

worker, and her death occurred on .March 15, 1015; Alfred .S. is the subject

of this sketch; Ruth Kosina, who marrietl .\bner \ . Phelps, dietl about 1895;

Asa Sumner died when about se\en years old. The p.arents of the aliove

named children remoxed from their farm to the village of Lyons, in the

spring of 1861, where thev- .spent the rest ot then- lives. The father took

an interest in public affairs and held some kind of local ofiice most of his

life, such as su]iervisor, justice of the peace and others. Hi.s death occurred

in tlie spring of iS6fi, his widow surviving him.

.\lfrcd S. liunnell grew to ni.-uibood on ihc home farm where he worked

when a boy and he attended the district schools. ( )n ."^eiUenibcr 5. 1S61,

be enlisted in ( 'oni|)anv D, Ninth Regiment, M)cbig;in X'olunteer Infantry,

and served wilb his regiment in Kentuckv, Tcunessec. .\l;ibania and ( ieorgia.

Most of the time he was on gu.ard dutv at headciuarters ot ( icn. George II.
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Thomas, reniainiiiij- with him umil ihe chisc of tlie war, iwrforming his

duties most faithfully. -\ftLT serving his tirst enlistment he re-enlisted.

He was made corporal and for meritorious service was promoted to dutv

sergeant, orderly sergeant, then conmiissary sergeant, finally was commis-
sioned second lieutenant of Company (", \inth Regiment, later liecame first

lieutenant of Company E. the .same regiment, which position he held until

he was mustered out. h'roni the time he received his la.st commission until

he was discharged he was in command of his companw .\fter his career in

the army he returned to Lyons and followed teaming, then for about fifteen

years worked at bridge construction work for the Grand Trunk railroad.

He owns property in Lyons where he makes his home. He does some gar-

dening, but is taking it easy in his old age, enjoying the fruits of his earlier

years of toil. He has never married.

Mr. Bunnell has been a Repul)lican e\er since attaining his majority.
He has served as highway commissioner of Lyons township. ?{e belongs
to the local post of the Grand .\rmy of the Republic. He has been a regular
attendant and supporter of the Methodist church since early life, but did

not become a member of the same until recent \-ears.

RICH.ARD BATES.

The modern methods of banking seem to ]i€ well understood by Richard

Bates, cashier of the ALaynard-Allen State Bank at Portland, Michigan, and

therefore he is graduall)' increasing the prestige of that ijopular institution.

He was born in the above named town, October 25, 1882, and is a son of

William and Mary (McClinson) Bates; the father was born near .\kron,

New York, and the mother at Lyons, Iowa. They were yoimg in vears

when they came to Ionia county, Michigan, where they were married, and

here William Bates started a foundry which he operated successfully, spend-

ing the rest of his life here. He was a successful man of affairs and well

known.

Richard Bates grew to manhood in his native coinnniiiit\ and received

his education in the Portland schools, grafluating from the high school in

1899, then went to wr)rk in bis father's foundry, learning the moulder's

trade at which he worked until lo'o. .\fter his father's death the foundry
was run imder the name of Bates Brothers. F^icharrl Bates sold his share

in the business in i<)io to his brother and mother ,'ind took ,-i position as
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clerk in the Alaynard-Allen State Bank, and in March, 1913, he was made
assistant cashier, and elected cashier in January, 1914, which position he

is still holding, to the eminent satisfaction of the stockholders and patrons
of the hank, of which he is also a director.

Richard Bates married Grace Jenkins, June 22, 19 14. She was born

in Clinton county, Michigan, and she received her education in the public

schools.

Mr. Bates is a Democrat, and he has been active in i)olitical affairs for

some time. He was townshi]) treasurer for two terms, and prior to that

deputy for one term. He was city clerk for six years, and is a meml)er

of the town council, although the town of Portland is stronglv Republican.
He and liis wife are meml^ers of the Catholic church.

LEWIS A. CARPENTER.

They are fortunate whu ha\e had the o[)portunity of spending their

li\-es under their native roof-tree, the old home ha\ ing a distinctive charm

which cannot be found elsewhere. Such has been the fortune of Lewis A.

Carpenter of Portland township, Ionia county, who was born on the farm

on which he now resides, August 10, 1866. He is a son of Benjamin and

l^liza ( 15al(l\\in ) Carpenter, The father was born in the state of New
^'ork, in June, 1833, and the mother was a native of Ionia county, Mich-

igan. When young in years Benjamin Carpenter came to Ionia county
with his parents, the family locating near the town of Ionia, which, how-

e\er was not much of a town then, for there was but one log residence in

the midst of the wilderness. He is still living, being now nearlv eightv-

three years old, and he makes his home in the town of Portland. He has

li\ed to see this locality undergo wondrous changes, and has pl;i\-e(l well

his ])art in the transformation. His family consisted of four children, one

of whom (lied in infancy. Those living .are May, who is the wife of

Etuery Sw;mk, lives in the tow^n of Portland: Cora is the wife of Lewis

I'lu-lps and they live in ( 'olor.-ulo, and Lewis A., the subject of this ^kelch.

Lewis .A, Car|jenter was reared on the home farm and educated in the

local public schools in his district and Portland. He has spent his life on

the homestead, which he has kept well im])ro\ed .and under a high state of

culti\alion, which ])l;ice consists of sixtv acres in section q, Portland town-

shi]), four miles northwest of the town of Pc.irtl.and.
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On September 26, 1886, Lewis A. Carpenter was married to Mezela

Dilley, who was I)orn in England, February 9, 1869. ^'^^ came with lier

parents to the United States when twelve years of age, in 1881, the family

locating in Michigan, where she received most of her education. Her death

occurred on June 6, ic)i2. She was a woman of many fine characteristics,

and was the mother of two children, Flossie, Ijorn on May 22. 1890, was

educated in the district schools, is single and li\es at home: R. l'>;inklin,

born on June i. 1906, is attending school.

Politically, Mr. Carpenter is a Re]3ul)lican. anrl lie has been a member
of the school board of his district. He is a member of the Ancient Order

of Gleaners, in which he carries life insurance.

A. A. MACK.

\o more proficient pharmacist could be found in Ionia county, Mich-

igan, than A. A. Mack, proprietor of the Crane Drug Company, of Port-

land. He was born in Wellman's Corner, Ontario, Canada, May 6, 1879,

and is a son of H. W. and Anna ( .Sine) Mack, natives of the [jrovince of

Ontario and Prince Edward Island, res])ectively. The father took the course

in Mc^ilaster's Baptist College, Toronto, Canada, and entered the ministry

in which he spent a number of years, Init liefore bis marriage he located on

a farm in Ontario. He retired from active life in 1900 and nioxed to Mich-

igan, preached for ten years and retired. His family consisted of six chil-

dren, namely: A. A., the subject of this sketch: Ina is the wife of K. W.

Ivery. a pharmacist of Lansing, Michigan; Dr. C. \V.. who was graduated

from the medical department of the LTniversity of Michigan, is now engaged
in the practice of medicine at Livermore. California: 1'. \\'.. who was graflu-

ated in pharmacy from the LTniversity of Michigan, is engaged in his jjro-

fession at Kalamazoo, Michigan: Dr. H. W. is practicing dentistry at (Ir.md

Lodge, Michigan: \'iviaii is a student in the Stale Normal I^chooi at N'psi-

lanti, Michigan.

A. .\. Mack received bis earlv education in the public schools of his

native commnnitv in Canada, later attending Ontario College of Pharmacy.
Toronto, from which institution he was graduated with the degree of

Pharmaceutical Chemist. He came to Portland, Michigan, in 1909, where

he has since been successfully engaged in the drug business, and is the able

and industrious manager of the Crane Drug Company.
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A. A. Mack was married in March, 1901. to Mabel L. Hodgson, at

Hadley, Michigan. To this union a son and a daughter have been born,

Tlielma. whose birth occurred i>u July 12, IQ03, and Kennetli, who was

born on bebruary 20, ic;i3.

Mr. Mack is a memlier of Portland Lodge No. 31, Free and Accepted
Alasons, of which he is the ])resent master. He also belongs to Chapter
No. 3(), Royal .Arch Masons, in which he is master of the thir<l veil.

DINSMORE BROTHERS.

The Dinsmore brothers, Adelbert S. and .\lbert, twins, are well and

favorably known in Ionia county. .\s proprietors of "Pine Grove Farm"

in Portland township, they ha\e proven themseh'cs to be up-to-date farmers

in every respect. They were born on June 18, 1868, in Portland, Michigan,

and are the sons of George and Helen (Scott) Dinsmore. This is one of

the old pioneer families of Ionia county. The father was born at Portland,

.'\pril 15, 1838, Init the mother was born in the state of New York, Novem-

ber lO, i83(;. She came to Michigan in 1 854, and to Ionia county the fol-

lowing year. She w as educated in the schools ~oi her nati\'e state, and in

Michigan and Missouri, (ieorge Dinsmore grew up in his native commu-

nity, where he attended school and here has always residetl. When a young-

man he learned the shoemaker's trade. He located on a farm on l-'eliruary

18, 1894, and resided here until his death March 10, Hji2. He was mar-

ried on December 29, 1858. He was a member of Portland Podge No. 31.

Free and Accepted Masons, and Chapter No. 39, Royal .\rch Masons, and

also belonged to the Ionia Commandery. He was supei-visor of Portland

township for eight years, and was one of the county poor commissioners

t\)r .some time. His family consisted of three children, two sons and a daugh-

ter, the latter dying when nine months old.

.Adelbert S. Dinsmore was reared in liis native community and received

his education in the public schools and the high school. When a young man

he began life as a fanner, which he has continued ever suice. He married

lUanche .\. Sandborn. March j8. 18(^4. She was born in Portland town-

ship, and was educated in the public schools of Baldwin, Alichigan, also in

Portland, to which place her parents moved when she was sixteen years of

age. To .Adelbert S. Dinsmore and wife a daughter has been born, Dana M.,

whose liirtli c.ccnrred on l-'ebruarv 10. i8()0: ->he .•ittendcd the high school
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in Portland and is now a stntlent in the State Normal at Vpsilanti, taking a

nuisical course, both \oice antl instrumental. .Vdelbert S. Dinsmore is a

nieiuber of the Uni\ersalist church, ami Portland Podge No. 31, Free and

Accepted Masons.

Albert W. Dinsmore s^rew up in his native comnuinity and received his

education in the public schools. On July J'l, u)o~,. he was married to Eva R.

Sandborn. a sister of his brother's wife. They are the i)arents of two chil-

dren, namelv : Ruth I'.., l)iirn on I'cliruary 12. kjo'J. and .Mildred S., born

.May 12, 1913. .\llKjrt W". Dinsmore is a member of the same lodges and

the same church as his brother, and they are both Republicans. The farm is

situated two miles east of Portland and contains one hundred and eiglity-fixe

acres of well iinproxed and productix'e land. In connection with general

farming thev raise an excellent grade of li\e stock.

DELMER A. PACK.VRD.

One of the enterprising luerchants and pn])lic-spiriled citizens of Port-

land Ionia county is Delmer .\. Packard, who was born in Hillsdale, Mich-

igan, July 20, 1859, and is a .son of Thomas and Mary (.Atkinson) Packard.

At the age of thirteen years he was left an orphan and compelled to make
his own way in the world, and so the success he has achie\ed has been solely

by his own indoiuitable elTorts. Mis opportunities to actpiire an education

were limited, but he has educated himself bv wide home reading and close

obserxation. He lirst worked in the hiniber camp>. later on farms, and thus

he had it "u\) and down" until be was twenty-one years old when he found

hiiuself s(|uare with the world. He rented a farm for awhile, then went to

(irand Rapids where he secured eiu])loyment in a lumber yard, and Later he

became superintendent of parks in that city. For seven years he was a

traveling salesiuau and moved to Portland in KJ05. He entered the imple-

ment business which he has carried on to the present time with ever-increas-

ing success, enjo_\ing an excellent trade throughout the count\-, and carr\ing
at all seasons a large and well-selected stock <<{ farming machinery atid

vehicles. He also buvs and ships live stock in large numbers.

Delmer A. Packard was luarried to Libbie M. F)ranker, of Union town-

ship. f-Sranch county, Michigan, in t.S8j, and to their union one daughter has

t)een born. I.uln M, Packard, whose birth occurred in March, 1892. She

received her education in the Portland ])nb!ic and high school, graduating
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from the latter, tlieu took the course at the State Normal, \'psilanti, Alicli-

igan, from which institution she receised a life certificate to teach, and is

now one of the teachers in the grade schools of I'nrtland,

Politically. Mr. Packard is a Repuljlican, and is active in the part\-.

He was elected supervisor of Portland township in 1914 and is the present

incumbent of that office. He is a memher of Doric Lodge Xo. 342, Free

and Acce]:)ted Masons, at Grand Papids, Michigan.

\\lLLI.\iM P. GRANT, M. D.

Dr. William U. Grant, \eteran physician and surgeon of L_\-ons. this

county, and one of the best-known and most influential citizens of Ionia

county, is a native of the great Empire state, having been born in the town

of Lyons, New ^ ork, November 12. 1854. son of John and Llizabeth

(Rogers) (irant, both natives of i'.ngland, who later became residents of

Michigan, in which state their last days were spent. The Grants are an

old and well-established family in England, ancestors of the line from which

Doctor Grant is sprung having received armorial honors from Queen T'.li-

zabeth, while others were accorded like distinctions at the liands of Oueen

Anne.

John Grant was born at St. Gbarles. Lngland, in 1S24, and when

eighteen years old, in 1S42, came to the United States, locating at Warsaw,

New York, where he began working at his trade, he having become a pro-

ficient carpenter and wagon-maker in his houic country. Several years

after locating at Warsaw John Grant m.irried I'.lizabeth Rogers, who was

born in (anterburv. I'.ngland, ni iSj(>, daughter of Thomas and I'.lizabeth

Rogers, and who came to this countr\' with her lather after the death of her

mother. In 1855 John (ir;uit ;md family came to .Michigan from New
N'ork and settled at Wat'-oii, in .\11egan county, where .\lr. (Ir.ant became

acti\elv engaged at his trade and liec.inie ;i useful citizen of th.-il town, llis

wife died there in i8i)S and about itji3 he went to West Branch, where he

died on March ji), I<)I5, ;it the adxanced age of ninety-one years.

Willi;un K. (iraiu w;is but a b.ibe in arms when his parents came to

Michig-an, in 1855, and he grew to ni;mhood ,it Watson, this state. 'He

was trained to the carpenter trade by his father and became a i)roficient

builder, but his heart was in educational work ;md he early became a

teacher in the public schools, organizing .at Watson, in 1878, the first graded
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<listrict scIkj' il in the stale of Michigan. hi< scIkkiI enrolling seventy-live

l)Ui)ils. So siiccesstul did hi< experiment there pro\-e that in 1882 he was

called to take chars;e of tiie schools at Mancelona, in .Antrim county, this

state, at tliat time enrollinj^' two hundred ]Hii)ils. and remained there for

seven years, during;" which lime he reors^anized the schools and created the

high school, graduating three classes from the latter, the schools of Mance-

lona having four hundred and fifty pupils and eight teachers when he finally

gave u]) his educational labors to enter the medical profession. Doctor

( iranl ne\cr liad an o])porUinitv in his \i)uth to attend a graded school, hut

from early childhood was a diligent student and assiduously applied him-

self to his studies, becoming an excellent scholar, well grounded in the

branches taught in high schools and academies, and is even yet pursuing
his studies, being at present engaged in a self-mastery of certain foreign

languages. While at Mancelona he was elected superintendent of schools

of .Vntrim county, in which office he served for six years, and also estab-

lished a normal re\ie\\ course for tcichers there. Me was elected countv

clerk and register of deeds of Antrim ci)unt\', overcoming a normal major-

ity of si.x hundred against him, Ijeing the only canditlate on his party ticket

to be elected, but the margin was so close that when his opponent entered a

contest he gracefully withdrew^ rather than to create a ]iossible friction.

Durint; the period of his educational labors. Doctor (irant gave con-

siderable attention to medical literature and early determined to become- a

l)hysician. With that end in view he entered the Michigan School of Medi-

cine and Surgery in Se])tember, i88(), and was graduated from the same

on March 14. i8gi. .\t the beginning of the vacation periofl of bis junior

year in college, .\]iril i, 1890, Doctor Grant ojiened an ofhce for the jirac-

tice of his prcjfession at Lyons, this couiitw and upon receiving his diploma
returned there and has been practicing in that thriving village ever since.

In 190S failing health compelled him to retire for a while from practice and

he and his wife spent the winter in Cruba and the Isle of I'ines. Tbe\' have

traveled extensively elsewhere, both East and West. Though for some

ye;irs past Doctor (jrruit's health has not 1ieen up to its former vigorous
standard he continues actively engaged in his practice and jjerforms surgi-

cal o])erations with as firm a hand as ever. Doctor Grant was the first

surgeon in Ionia county to perform the operation for appendicitis. Me

keeps fully abreast of the latest ad\;mces in his profession and in October.

IQ02, was graduated from the Post-Graduate Medical School and Mospital
at Chicago. The doctor has ever been a hard worker anrl at one time

(22aj
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drove for sixtv-three hours, making" medical calls, without stopping for

sleep or rest. From 1893 to 180Q he was a meniher of the local pension

board. He is a Knights Templar Mason and a member of the Benevolent

and Protective Order of Elks and for years has taken a warm interest in

the afifairs of those organizations.

Doctor Grant has been twice married. In September, 1877, while

still li\ing at Watson, he was united in marriage to llelle McDougall, who

was liorn in Fowlerville, Xew \'ork, daughter of Alexander and Margaret

McDougall, natives of the Highlands of Scotland, who had located at Wat-

son about 1866, and to that union four children were born, of whom but

one now survives. Dr. W^illiam .\. Grant, well-kncjwn and progressive ph_\'-

sician of Lyons, a biographical sketch of whom is presented elsewhere in

this volume. One daughter and one son died in infanc}' and another daugh-

ter, Nellie, died when twenty-three years of age. The mother of these chil-

dren died on March 13, 1893. and in ( )ctol)er, 1894, Doctor (irant married,

secondly, Lillian Daskam, who was born iir Xorth Plains township, this

county, August 12, 1870, daughter of Hiram S. and Julianna ( Truesdell )

Daskam, the former a nati\-e of the state of New ^'ork and the latter of

Pennsylvania, whose last days were spent in this county. Mrs. Grant grad-

uated from the Muir high school, and, becimiing a teacher, she taught schnnl

until her marriage.

Hiram S. Daskam was born in Chemung' cmintw Xew ^'()rk, in 1837,

and in 1846 went with his parents to Henry cnunty, Illinois, where he

remained until 1853, in which vear he went to Iowa, locating in Winneshiek

countv, where he \\'as li\'ing when the ('i\il War 1)roke out. In iSOi he

enlisted in the Third Regiment, Towa \dlunteer Infantrx, with which he

served until the close of the war, being nnistered out a>- a sergeant. Lur-

ing his military service, Mr. Daskam underwent a series oi remarkable

adventures, which "are graphically set out in a book of absorbing interest,

jinblished some vears ago under the title of "The .\d\entures of an i'"scaped

.Andersonville Prisoner." In Inly, 1S64, he w.as taken prisoner at .Atlanta

and was conHncd in .Andersons ille ]irisoii. While being tr.ansferred later

to the milit.ary prison .at I'lorence. North (arolina. he escaped bv lea]img'

from the Ir.iin. but .after numerous thrilling ex])eriences, biding out in the

swani])s and bushes, dodging the encmv. was re-captured and sent to the

militarv prison at Wilmington and thence to b'lorence. where he again

made his esca])e b\- cutting tlu'ough the lloor oi his ]irison. but w.as |ire-

sentlv again retaken. Pie once more, howexer, m.ule his escape, but soon

was recai^tured. His resourcefulness presently oi)ened up for him .another
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means of escape, ho\ve\er, and this time lie was able, by tra\eling nights

and biding out during the days, to rejoin his regiment. At the close of his

military service, Mr. Daskam returned to Iowa, where, on December 25,

1865, he was united in marriage to Julianna Truesdell, a school teacher,

who was born in Erie county, Pennsyhania, March 5, 1844, daughter of

John and Chestina 1 Pope) Truesdell, who had Ideated at P^reniont, Iowa,

in 1865. In 1867 Hiram S. Daskam and his wife and the latter's parents
and the other members of their family came to Michigan from Iowa by

"prairie schooners" and located in Korth Plains township, this county,
where Hiram S. Daskam died in Alay. i87_^. His widow remained on the

farm until 1882, when she moved to Muir, where she remained until 1897,

and then r.ioved to the village of Lyons, where she is now living.

FRANK S. WILKIXS.

Many of the farmers of Ionia county, while engaging in general agri-

cultural pursuits, have found it advantageous to specialize in some line.

The specialty of Frank S. Wilkins, of Portland . tdwnshii), is in raising a

fine grade of hogs. Mr. Wilkins was born in Danby township, this county,

July 8, 1868, and is a son of S. B. and Marietta (Peters) Wilkins. The
father was born in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, and he grew to manhood
on a farm in that state, but when a young man he came to Ionia county,

Michigan, and bought a farm in Danl)y townshi]) of eighty acres on which

he lived from aljout 1865 until in 1878 when he sold out and ])urchased one

hundred and twent\- acres west of the town of I'ortland, and li\'ed there

four years, then sold out and bought eighty acres on which the subject of this

sketch now resides, and here he made his home until aboiu 1903 when he

moved to the Lockwotjd place nearl)y, which he bought and there his wife

died. In 1910 he sold the eighty-acre farm to iiis son, Frank S.. who moved

here in 1910. I.;iter he bought ])roperly in I'ortl.ind w iieri' be ^till resides.

His family consists of two children, hrank 1^. and ( arrie P., born on |an-

uary 27, 1871, wife of O. C. Allen, of Detroit.

I'rank S. Wilkins grew up on tlu' home farm wIuti- he worked in sum-

mer and he recei\-ed his educition in the district schools ;md the high school

at Portland. He remained under his parental roof-tree until he was twenty-
three years of age, then went to the state of !\Iississippi, in 1891, aiul worked

for the Champion Lumber Company as shipping clerk for a year, then
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returned home and clerked in the town of Portland f(jr George \\". Allen in

his clothing store, at intervals for three years, also worked on the farm some.

In the fall of i8q5 he went to Indianapolis and worked with Kingan & ( "oni-

pany, Limited, for a year and one-half, then returned to Ionia county and

bought out one of the heirs of the old Emerv farm, the other heir being

his wife, she and her brother having inherited this farm from their father.

Mr. Wilkins lixed there until in loio when he sold out ;uid bought the place

he now owns, two miles east of Portland, which place consists of eighty

acres. He makes a specialty of raising Ohio Im])roved Chester hogs, and

is doing well in this line as well as in general farming.

Frank S. Wilkins was married on January 9, 1894, to Kittie Emery,

flaughter of John B. and Kate ( Eiaker ) ]imer\-, the former l)orn in Xcw

\'ork state, and the latter of Indianapolis. Their children were 1 lerbert

T. and Kittie. Mrs. John P>. lunery is .still living. John ICmery died about

thirty-four years ago. To Frank S. Wilkins and wife have been born one

child, Katherine, a student at the Portland high school, and will finish this

vear. Mrs. Wilkins is a member of the Portland TJteraiy Society.

Politically, A'Ir. Wilkins is a Democrat. He belongs to the Modern

Woodmen of .America at F^irtland.

ELMAR N. GREEN.

An enterprising merchant of Portland. Ionia county, who ba> wcin suc-

cess in life by his own persistent and well-directed ettorts i> I'.lmar .\. ( irecn,

manager and ])art owner of the Portland Hardware Lompany. lie was

born on a farm in Portland township, this countv. December 25, 1877, and

is a son of Nc^rton and l.ouise ( Pandall 1 (Ireen. The father was also a

native of the above named township and county where his parents settled in

early pioneer days, and there he grew to manhood, married and establisiicd

his home, becoming a successful farmer and useful citizen. lie wris the

father of lin-ee children, namelv : l.illian is tlu' widow ol Frank J. Ivapp

and thev lix'e in is.alamazoo, Michigan: I'.lmar .\.. the subject ot this sketch:

Matie, the wife of W. W. Eimg, of Kalamazoo, li.is four ciiildren, Lawrence,

Reva, Christine .md Ron.dd.

F.lniar N. Green grew up on the home f.arni ;uid received his education

in the district schools aiul those of Portland, later taking a business course

in the commercial college at Ionia, after which he went to Rochester, Xew
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York, wliere lie worked eight \-ears as conductor nu an interurhan line, liien

returned to Portland and in partnership with W. W. Lung, in 1905. engaged
in the hardware business under the firm name (it (ireen & Lung, the firm

being changed the following year to that of ( ireen & Fineis. They sold an

interest in 1910 to C. L. Crane, when the name was changed to the Portland

Hardware Company, by which it has since been known. Lhey carry a large

and carefully-selected stock of all kinds of hardware and do plumbing and

heating business and carry nn an extensive trade with the surrounding
countrv.

I'lniar \. Green was married on August 8, 1906. to L(niise Brooks, a

daughter of Stephen Brooks, who was liorn in Caledonia. Michigan, from

which place she came to Portland with her ]3arents when young. To this

union two children have been born. l*"annie i^lnora is attending the Portl;ind

schools, and Walter Brooks, who is in the kindergarten school.

Politically, Mr. Green is a Republican, but is not active in politics. He
has been village clerk for the ])ast two years. Fraternally, he l>elongs to

Portland Lodge Xo. 31. b>ee and .\ccepted Masons, the chaj^ter and council

in Portland and the Knights Templar at Tonia. He is one of the ])romi-

nent Masons in this section of the state.

I'.i-:.\F\OLb:XT H. STEVENS.

It is just that the old .soldier be acccjrded >pecial mention during his

declining years and after he passes away his descendants should take pride

in recounting his services to his country in Ikt hour of peril and revere his

memory. One of the eligibles for s])ecilic mention in this history is Capt.

Benevolent H. Stevens, a retired farmer of Lyons. Ionia county, partly

because he is one of the \eterans of the "grand army" that saved the nation,

and parti)' because he has led an honorable life of more tli.iii three score and

ten in this locality.

l!ene\olent II. Ste\ens was born in section 25. Fvons township, bjnia

county. .\])ril 26. 1841. and is a son of I'reston and Theda L. (Ilopkins)

Stevens. The father was born m Tompkins cotintw .\'e\\ N'ork. .Sfj)tc-niber

5. 1805. and was a son of l!ene\'olent and .Susan 1 llnnter) .Stevens. Pres-

ton Stevens grew up in his native ccjmmunity and ni 1837 came to Mich-

igan, locating in l^yons township, Ionia county, where be bought a farm

from an uncle, who had entered it from the government, when the country
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roundabout was a wilderness. Here he developed a good place and made
his home, and here he married Theda L. Hopkins, April 2, 1840. She was

born on March 20, 1807, in Washington count}-, Xew Vurk, and was a

daughter of Robert Hopkins, who was a soldier in the Re\olutionary \\ ar

from New York, for a period of seven years, two of which were spent in

a military prison at Aluntreal. Theda L. Hopkins moved to Oakland cuunt\ .

Michigan, where her cousin. Rev. Chauncey Reynolds, lived, coming with

his fannly in 1836 and settling in Lyons. After his marriage, Preston

Stevens continued improving his farm, later buying another farm about two

miles away, where he spent the rest of his life, d\ing in 1858, his widow

surviving until 1885.

Benevolent H. Ste\ens grew up on his father's farm amid a i)ioneer

environment. He has lived to see great changes in this county and talks

most interestingly of the past. On September 5, 1861, he enlisted in (.'om-

pany D, Ninth Regiment, Michigan \'olunteer Infantry, and was soon in

the Army of the Cumberland, serving under Generals Thomas. Rosecrans

and Sherman, and was in the campaigns in Kentucky and Tennessee, in all

of Rosecrans's battles, ending with the great conflict of Chickamauga, Sej)-

tember 19 and 20, 1863; also served in the Atlanta campaign, and after the

fall of that citv returned with (ieneral Thomas to C'hattannt)ga. and (in to

Nashxille in Ajiril, |8()3. where he remaine<l until the folldwing September.

Although in many of the great battles of the war, he escaped with only a

slight wound. He proved to be a very efficient and gallant soldier

and was promoted from private through every rank to and inchuling that of

captain, serving the last five months of his enlistment as cipt.iin. He was

in the service four years and ten da>s. and during all thai time was not in

the hospital more than ten days in all. R. H. Stex'ens and J. (). Probasco.

of Muir, Ionia count\'. who were schoolmates, went out as privates and were

advanced to the rank of cajitain.

After the war, Oa])tain Ste\ens returned home and in '1866 began f.irm-

ing for himself on the olcl home place on which he spent five vcars. then

moved to Tennessee w liert' Ik- larnu'd ti\e years, then operated a jiortable

steam saw-mill in that st.ate for a period of fourteen ye;irs. lie returned to

Lyons, Michigan. October 1. 1888, and eng.aged in farming in this vicinity

until IQ04 when be retired from active life and moved into the village of

Lyons, where he has since lived.

(''ipt. P). IT. Ste\-ens was first married on January 30. 1864. to \'er-

nctte L. P>ennett, who was born in Niagara county, Xew A'ork. She came

to Ionia county when ten years old with her parents, who located in Lyons
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township. By his tirst marriage one son was born, I'rank B. Stevens, who
died in Tennessee wlien twenty years old. He was well etlucated and a \er\-

promising young man and uf tine physical makeui). The Captain's hrst wife

died on March i6, 1913. She was a member of the Episcopal church, the

Woman's Relief Corps and the Order of the Eastern Star. On December

19, 1914, Captain Stevens was married to Mrs. Helen ( Wav ) Mans, who
was born in Portland township, Ionia county, and is a daughter of .Manson

and Magdalene Way. Mrs. Stevens grew up in her native communitv and

received a common-school education. She married Dorman Mans in her

youth. He was a native of Canada, from which country he came to Ionia

count}- and engaged in farming. By her tirst marriage three children were

born. Samuel Alanson, who lives in Ionia township: Harrison, who lives in

the village of Lyons, and Frederick Miller, also of Lyons.
Mrs. Ste\'ens belongs to the Woman's Relief Corps. Captain Stevens

has been a Mason fifty-two years, joining this order in 1864, and he was

made a life member in nju. He is a member of the (irand .\rmv of the

Republic.

WILLIAM A. GRANT, M. D.

Success in the medical profession comes as a result of merit and pains-

taking effort. In the industrial world one may by the proverbial "lucky
stroke" win great results or may come into possession of a lucrative busi-

ness through inheritance, but professional advancement, especially as a phys-
ician, is to be depended on solely by critical study and consecutive research

long continued. Realizing this at the outset. Dr. William .\. (irant, an

energetic practicing physician at Lyons, Ionia c<junty, worked hard and con-

scientiously to advance himself and is today reaping just rewards. He was
born on August 26. 1878, at Watson, .\llegan county, .Michigan, lie is a

son of William R. and .Mary Belle ( .McDcjugal ) (irant. The father was
born in Lyons, Xew York, in Xovember, 1853, and his parents brought him
to Michigan when he was less than two years old. His parents, John .nul

Elizabeth Crant, located on a farm ne.ir Watson, where he grew t(j man-
hood and married Mary Belle McDougall, who was born at Watson, and
was a daughter of .\lexander McDougall and wife, wIkj came to this coun-

try from Scotland. William R. (irant attended .school at Osego after

which he engage in teaching for seven years at Mancelima, where he was

])rincipal of the schools, and he organized the high school there, after which
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he went to Detroit and took a course in medicine in Michigan I'ullege ut

Medicine and Surgery, from which he was graduatetl in 1891, then came

to Lyons where he has successfully practiced medicine ever since. He has

served as president of the \illage of Lyons, and for about eight years served

on the hoard of pension examiners. He has also been a member of the

school board for some 'years. i4e has long lieen influential in local public

affairs. His family consisted of four children, two of whiim died in child-

hood; Nellie died when twent_\-one years old; thus Dr. William A. is the

only survivor.

William A. Grant received his early education in the local public schools,

then entered Saginaw \^alley Medical College, at Saginaw. Michigan, from

which institution he was graduated in 1902, after which he began practicing

his profession in Lyons where he has continued successfully for nearly

fourteen years with marked success along general lines. Like his father,

he takes an acti\e interest in public affairs, and has been a member of the

local school l)oard. aNo has tilled the position of health ofhcer anil others

within the gift of the people.

William .\. (irant was married in 1902 to Anna Marshall, who was

l)orn in Ontario, Canada. .She is a daughter of William R. and Mar_\-

(Clark) Marshall. nati\es of Canada. They removed to Saginaw when .Mrs.

Grant was about three years old, and there they established their permanent

home, the father's death occurring there in January, [916. Two children

have been born to Doctor and Mrs. Grant. Marshall and I^ionel.

Doctor Grant is a memljer of the Masonic order and his wife is a

member of the Order of the b'.astern Star. 'rhe\' are members of the .Meth-

odist Kpiscoal church.

VRVA^ D. KF.LSTF.R.

( )ne ot the best newspapers of its type in centr.il Miehigau is ihe I^czconii}

''I\cws, the editor and proprietor of which is I'red D. Keister. who keeps

well informed on current e\ents and is a tacllul and \ersatile newspaper
man. lie was born in Pewamo. Ionia county, October 23, 1S77. and is a

son of Da\id and b.lizabeth ( .Stretsbnr\' ) Keister. The father was born in

Mercer county. Ohio, near C'oldwater. and there he grew up and married.

In the early seventies he and his wife removed to Paris. Michigan, .and

about four years later came to Pewamo where he s])ent the rest of his life.

d\'ing in 1905. llis widow is now in.iking her home at .Sparta. .Michigan.
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L)a\id Keister was a soltlier in llie ri\il War tdr tlirec and one-half

years, serving in Company K. I'orlioth Rei^inK-nt, (Jhio XOlunteer Infantry,

taking part in manv engagements, inckuling the battles of (,'liickamanga,

Lookout Mountain. C haltantioga and the siege of Atlaiila, Although he

had man\- narrow escapes he was ne\er woimded nor seriously ill. .Se\eral

times he saw his comrades ne.\t to him in the line killed, .\fter the war he

returned home and dewited most of his tune to farming the rest of his lile.

He was a memher of the Ancient ( )rcler of L'nited Workmen. His family

consisted of eight children, an equal numl^er of sons and daughters, namel\- :

Jolin W. diet! in 181)4: Estella is the wife of H. H. Trask ; Bruce M. is a

banker at Sparta. Michigan ; Alice'died in 1901 ; Addie is the wife of (ieorge

.Miller, cjf I'ewamo: b'red I), is the subject of this sketch: Delia I'"., is the wife

of I'hil Bradstrum and they li\e in Sparta: l)a\id P. is the western repre-

sentative of the Huron ( emenl Company, with head(|uarters at (irand

Rapids.

l-"red 1). Keister received his education in the jnililic schools of I'ewamo

and was graduated from the high school in iS()4, there being but one other

graduate at tliat time—Rugene Sunderlin, who rccentl\ l)uill an automobile

road up Pike's Peak.

On .\ugust 1. iSijS. |->ed 1). Keister married .Xora O. Henr\', who was

l)orn near Fowler, Michigan, daughter of .Michael and Anna \\. (
( lUTv )

Henry, both of Irish ancestry. They resided man\' years near howler where

Michael Henry engaged in farming and was also a lumber inspector. Three

cliildren ha\e been born to Mr. ami Mrs. Keister. n;imel\-: Thelma. bVed

and Cleiuence.

In 1S98 -Mr. Keister started the Pcwaiiio .X'cTt'.v whicli he conducted

until 1903 when he sold out to E. S. Fuller, of Lvons. who discontinued its

publication some three vears later. In lune, 1903, while a member of the

])rofessional baseball team of Mt. Pleasant. Michigan. .\lr Keister was

appiiinted postmaster at Pewamo, >uiceeding luigene l\andol])h, deceased,

and he continued as postmaster luuil njo''). lie also ran a store two years,

then sold out. b'roni igoC) until Cctolier. mjio. be was emploxed a^ tr.aveling

salesman, then he revived the I'ca'aiuo \'cws. which he has since l)een con-

ducting. He has succeeded in building u]) a good property. Being a writer

of humor of an exceptional order he has attracted state-wide attention, and

his spicy, timely and witt\- articles are co])ied weekly in man\- newspaper.s

throughout Michigan and other states. Much of his stuff is in the form of

prose but has the rlntue and rinthiu (if \erse. He has done some truly

meritririous work. The noted humori.sts of many of the metr(j])olitan papers
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often copy his squilis ami oddities in tiieir culunins. His "Single Top Trail"

column is rapidly making him famous. "Single top" refers to a small one-

tent circus that makes the smallest towns of the country. He was at one

time advance agent for such a show. In his earlier career he was known

as "the Ijoy oratt)r" and did a great deal of public speaking. His paper has

a large circulation, is all that could be desired fr(jm a mechanical standpoint

and is a valuable advertising medium. He is a booster for his communitx'.

Politically, Mr. Keister is a Republican, and has long been acti\e in

the partv. He is village clerk and has also been justice of the peace for

four years.

JOHN .\SHLKV, JR.

Having spent se\eral decades of hard work as a mason, John .\shley.

Jr., now living in retirement in L\ons, Ionia county, feels that he is justl}'

entitled to an old age of (piiet. and none will gainsay him. He was born

on March 3, 1842, at Greenbush, across the Hudson river from .\lhany,

New York. He is a son of John and .\nn ((iollins) .Ashley, both nati\es

of Lincolnshire. I'.ugland, where the\' were reared and married. When
their eldest son was eighteen months old the\- immigrated to Americi, Uvi:

months before John, jr., was born. The father was an (jverseer in his

nati\e land, and he continued farming after locating in the new world.

He removed from (ireenliush. New York, to .\lbanv. and later to LTica, then

to Syracuse, ;nid in i.'^s: came West with his fiuuily to Racine. Wisconsin,

but a year later returned to Syracuse. In 1N55 he uiox'ed to lI\ron. Shia-

wassee countv, Michigan, and in the ^I'riug of 1856 came to l.vons, Ionia

count\-. liu\ing pro]iertv in the \illage. He engaged in larming near here

and also followed masoiu'v for some time ;it inter\al^. lie was a great

reader and was a well-in tormed man. was .an excellent mathematician .and

a man of nnuli u.itural .abilitv. In ['.ngland hv was foreman o\er workmen

oil a f;irin of fourteen hundred acres, owned by Ivsipiire Birch. lie was

born ill .\pril, 17110. and <hed in October, 1SS8, in his ninetieth \ear. llis

wife preceded him to the grave in i88_'. Tlu'ir f,iniil\- consisted of four

sons, namely: James, who died at Tl. ."^cott. Kansas: |ohn, Jr.. the subiect

of this review, who has spent most of his lite at Lyons since the vear 185^:

William's whereabouts have been unknown for many years: George died in

Nebraska some time ago.

On .\ugust 6, 1862, John Ashley, Jr., enlisted in
(,_"(.>in]iany 1), Twent\-
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first Regiinent. Michigan \'olunteer Infantry, in winch lie ser\-e(l until the

close of the war. He was promoted for meritorious conduct from prixate

to first sergeant. He was in the .\rmy of the Cunil)erland and was with

Sherman (in his ni;irch tn the sea and was in all the fighting which continued

on up through the Carolinas. He went on with the troops to Washington
and was in the Grand Re\icw at the close of the war. commanding a hody
of troops there. After the war he returned to Lyons. Michigan, and in

1867 was married to Mar\- L. Johnson, a daughter of Washington and

Enieline Johnson, natives of New York, who lived in Illinois for a time

pre\ ions to coming to I.vons. Michigan, which was about the vear 1S5S.

Mr. Johnson bought eighty acres three miles south of Lyons, where Mrs.

Johnson died, but his death occurred in L}ons. Mrs. Ashley's death

occurred in May. 1873, leaving three little children: Herbert J., the eldest:

Arthur J., who died w^hen nine years old; and Mary L.. wife of Jesse Berry,

lives at .Six Lakes and they have two children, Lyle and Marior\'. Herbert

T- Ashley, who lives in L\ons, married Alice Steinhauer, and the\- have three

daughters, FLthelyn, who is now attending the State Normal at ^psilanti;

Beatrice is in school at Lyons: Mildred is also in the local pulilic schools.

After the war John .Ashley, Jr., followed the ma.son's trade, in which

he became highly skilled. He built some of the finest houses in Lyons,

including residences and business blocks as well as ])ublic buildings, includ-

ing the stone point building in which the bank is located. FTe continued to

follow his trade until his retirement, often taking contracts for the erection

of buildings. In 1876 he went to Lhiion county, Dakota territorv. locating

near the Black Hills. He was some time in making the trip, having to go

by steamer from ^'ankton. which consumed seven davs to Ft. Pierce, then

two hundred and twenty miles overland. He was with a ])art\- of ifinety-

oiie people, which was conveyed b\ thirt}-se\en rigs. Thev were com])elled

to make a detour to avoid the Indians who were still hostile, this l)eing about

the time that Custer's army was massacred. Mr. Ashlev went to visit a

brother and while in that comitrx m.arried Martha McMill.an. who was a

native of Iowa. He returned with his wife to Lyons .soon thereafter. About

1890 he took up land in the L^i)per Peninsula anrl was a contractor at Trout

Creek. The buildings he erected there wnuld make a good-sized town.

After remaining there two years he returned to Lyons and has lived here

continuously ever since. He was very successful as a contractor and h;is a

comfortable competency for his declining years. His second wife died

January rr. 1008, leaving two children, Myrtie M., wife of Chester Ramlall,

a rural mail carrier li\ing at Lyons, and thev have one son, b"lov<l. Leon
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iM.. the second child, lives at Sioux ("ity, Iowa, where he has heen connected

with the First Natinnal P.ank tor ahont fourteen \-ears. He niarrieil Mal)el

Isham, of Lyons, and they have two chikh'en, Annie and Dorothy.

Mr. Ashley helontjs to the fir.-md Arni\- of the Repuhlic. He and his

son Herhert were the Hrst two l)rickla}'ers who worked on the Common-
wealth dam. He did the masonry on the Methodist church in 1881 ; the

beautiful sandstone house of Dr. Kelley in 1882: the \^'ehber home, now the

residence of Mr. Ruel, in 1879; the Webber lilock in 1902, and others of

the best in Lvons.

RED BENTON.

Fred Benton, a well-known farmer of Otisco township, this county, is

a native of Ionia countv, ha\ing heen born on the farm on which he still

makes his home in section 25, (_)tisco township, on June 2. 1870, son of

Daniel and Ellen (Hanks) I'.enton.

Daniel Benton, who is a \eteran of the Civil War, was born in Madi-

son county, Xew \ ork. February 16, 1840, son of Malington Benton and

wife, natives of Mew ^'ork state, of (ild "\"ankee" stock, and was ten years

old when his parents moved to Michigan and settled in this county. Maling-

ton Benton entered eight\- acres of "Congress" land in Otisco townsliip and

there established his home, both he and his wife spenfling the rest of their

lives there. 'rhe\- were the parents of live sons, all of whom enlisted for

service in the Union army at the outbreak of the Civil War. Daniel ik-nton

enlisted on .Kjiril 27, r8C)i, in Com])anv D, Third kegiment, Michigan

X'olunteer Infantry, and went to the front. .\t the second Ijattle of Bull

Run. ,\ugust -'9, iN()2, he was se\'erely wounded and w;is later honorably

discharged on .account of disability incurretl by reason of his wouikI. Later

in the war he tried to re-enlist, but was rejected, the effects of his wound

being of such a ch;u'acter ;is practicall}- to inca])acit;ile him from ser\ice.

Upon returning from the front, Mr. r.eiUon remained at the old home for

a year and then established ;i honu' on ihe farm where he now lives. To

him and his wife wen- liorn two sons. I'.rnest, who is .abo an Otisco tow'n-

ship farmer, and l'"re<l, the snbjecl ol this sketch. Daniel lienton is a mem-

ber of the Belding post of the (irand .\rmy of the Republic, in the affairs

of which patriotic organization he t.akes a warm interest.

kred Benton was reared on the home l.arm, where he still m.akes his

home, and received his education in the district school in the neighborhood
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of Ilis home. On XM\cMiihcr jo. 181)3. lie was united in marriage to Minnie

Donner, who wa.s born in Oliio, daughter of W'iUiani and C'inMstina (Geiger)

Donner, botli natives of Germany, who were married in Ohio and in 187^)

came to Michigan, settling on
;i,
farm in Otisco to\vnshi|), this countv, where

they established their permanent hume. l*"or a vear after their marriage
bred Benton and wife made their home on a rented f.irm. but later settled

on the old Benton |)lace and e\er since ha\e lived there. To them four

children have been born, as follow-: Kva. who took a business course at

Ferris Institute, and is now engaged in office work at Belding: Christina.

at Grand Rajiids. and Lulu and -\rthur. bVed Benton is a Republican and

has served as highway overseer for his tlistriet. He is a member of the

Knights of the Maccabees and takes a warm interest in the afifairs of that

organization.

D.WTOX Dt)UGLASS.

Dayton Douglass, well-known blacksmith and wagon-iuaker and dealer

in wagons, buggies and general harness supplies, at Muir. this county, is one

of the numerous residents of this count\- who claim nati\ity in the great

limpire state. He was born in Otsego county. New York. 011 April _>().

1850, son of William and b'liza (Monk) Douglass, and grew up on a farm

there. In 1870. when twenty years old. be married au<l he and his bride

straightway made their way to the woods of Michigan, from which region

excellent reports then were being recei\ed back East. The\- came to bjuia

county and located at Muir. which then was at the height of its pros])erity.

during the days of greatest activitv in the lumber iudustrv hereabout.

For two years after settling at .Muir. .Mr. D<niglass worked iu the

lumber mills, incidentally learning the blacksnutb trade, and in 1873 .started

a blacksmith shop of his own, l)uying out one of the five smithies that then

were doing a good liusiness at .Muir. and has been engaged iu that business

ever since, his shop long having been the only l)lacksmith shop in the town.

When he settled there, Muir had a ])opulation of at least one thousand and

five lumber mills were running day and night. Though Mr. Douglass's

shop, of the ii\e that then were iu business, now alonu remains, it is a busv

place and the proprietor is also busily engaged in other kindred lines. He

early took u|) wagon-making, in connection with the work of his siuithy,

and still builds and rejjairs wagons, at the same time carrying on tpiite an

extensive business in the sale of wagons, buggies and general harness sup-
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plies. l'"(jr ten years Mr. Douglass ci inducted a li\ery barn at Aluir, hut

about 1909 gave up that business, though he still owns the barns, the busi-

ness being carried on by another. He also owns a valuable farm about five

miles north of Aluir and gives much attention to the management of the

same. .Mr. Douglass is an enthusiastic sportsman and in earlier days here-

abciut, when there were still bears and deer in buiia and neighboring coun-

ties, he was a great hunter. He still retains his interest in the sport and

several mounted deer heads in his shop serve as souvenirs of hunting trips

to the north in more recent years.

In 1870 Da\ton Douglass was united in marriage to Rosetta Sherman,

who A\as born in (Jtsego countv. New "Sork, daughter of .\lanson Sherman

and wife, ami U> that union two children were born, Claude, who married

Hattie -\ckle\' and died at the age of twenty-one years, leaving a datighter.

Bcrnice, and Ploward, whip died at the age of six months. The mother of

these children died in iNNi. and in 1882 Mr. Douglass married, secondly,

Harriet .\melia Sherman, sister of his deceased wife, which union lias been

without issue. Mr. and Mrs. Douglass are members of the Disciples church

and Mr. Douglass is a Knight Teni|)lar Masons and a nolile of the .\ncient

Arabic Order of the Nobles of the MA'stic Shrine.

iNEVVEU, HUTCHKISS.

Having spent his long life close to Nature, Newel! Hotchkiss, a farmer

near Eowell, Michigan, has come down to old age healthy and happy and

can look back over his career with satisfaction. He was born in Oswego

count)', New ^'ork. March J3, 1836, and is a son of Gilliert and .Mariah

(Houghton) Hotchkiss, also natives of that county and state, where they

grew up and were married. In pioneer days they removed to Ohio, locat-

ing in l.orain count \ in 1837, where lhe\ made their home for a period of

lbirlc(.'n \ears, connug on lo .Michigan in \>>4t). locating at Woodland,

Barrv ccnmtv. .Vfter li\iug there al)out three \ears they returned lo Ohio,

and there the death of the mother occurred. The lather died in li.irry

countv, .Michigan. He devoted liis life to general f;irming and owned a

good farm in the last named county and state. His family consisted of

six children, two of whom survi\e, Newell, the subject of this sketch, and

l''.dwin. retired, li\es in Council Grove, Kansas.

Xewell lliiichkiss was reared on the home farm where he worked
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when a l)i'v, and he rccei\e(l his cclncation in the (hstrict schools. When

eighteen years old he gave his father one hundred dollars for his time,

after which he worked out at farm labor and also learned the carpenter's

trade in Barry county, Michioan. ( )n July \y. 1859, he married Betsey

Houghton, who was l)orn in Steuben cnuntw New ^'ork, November 3, 1836,

and when ten years old her parents Ijrought iier to Woodland, B;irr\- county,

Michig;an, and there she received a common-school education. At the time

of his marriage. Mr. Hotchkiss jjurchased forty acres of land, on which he

located and farmed there until the second vear of the I'ixil War, when he

enlisted, on .\ugust 9, i86j. in Comjiany A, Twenty-tirst Regiment. .Michi-

gan X'olunteer Infantr}-. FTe was soon sent South and fought in the .Army
of the Cumberland .uid Liter was with Sherman on his march to the sea,

serving gallantl\ until the end of the war, taking |iart in manv engagements.
He was honorably discharged and returned home in June, 1865. Thf fol-

lowing autumn he sold his fariu and came to Boston townshi]i. Ionia county,

purchasing eighty acres on which he has since resided and (ju which he has

made man\- uupro\ements.

Four children have been born to Mr. and ^Trs. Hotchkiss namely:
Cora is the wife of Josejih Talent and they li\-e in Boston township: Alma
is the wife of Walter Blakesley : Edwin married Cassie Woods and they
live on the houie tarni. .\r\illa died in infancv.

I'<ilitically. Mr. llotchlciss is a Democi'at. He was a member of the

Grand .Army of the Republic at Lowell, Michigan.

Al.i:.\ A.XDI'.R ROBERTSON.

-Alexander Robertson, well-known banker and elevator man at Orleans,

this count}', and one of the most ]irogressivc and enter])rising business men
in that township, is a native son of Ionia county, liaxing been born in the

village of I'cwanio. July if;, 1876, son of James and luitencia C. (Hender-

son ) Robertson, the f(jrnier a native of Canada and the latter of this countv,

tor many years |)rominent residents of the eastern p.irt of Ionia county.

-Alexander Robertson was reai'cti at I'ewamo and at the age of four-

teen liecame a clerk in the private bank there, remaining with that institu-

tion for twelve years, at the end of which time he transferred his services

to the State Savings Bank of Ionia and presently was made assistant cashier

of the same and installed as manager of the branch bank of th;it institution
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at Ionia, which i)(i>iti()n lie held until AuL;iist nf ](;i4. In the siininier of

1913 lie purchased the elevator btisiness at Orleans. Michigan, and in Octo-

ber of the same year opened a bank at the same place; he has a partner in

the elevator business, Robert C. Wardup, but is sole owner and manager (jf

the bank, giving his personal attcntinn to all details, Mr. Rnbertson is a

Republican.

On Decembfer 9, 1896, Alexander Koliertson was united in marriage

to Maud Wynian, who was born in Clinton county, this state, and to this

union two daughters ha\ e l)een born, Janet, deceased, and Margaret, born

in April, 1900, now a student in the Ionia high school. The Robertsons

make, their home at Ionia. Mr. and Mrs. Robertson attend the Presbyter-

i.in church there. Mr. Robertson is ;i member of Ionia Lodge No. 36, Free

and Acce]>ted Masons, at Ionia, .and of the local lodge of the Benevolent

.ind Protective Order of Fdks at the same ijlace.

RECTOR H. VAN \ LKCK.

Rector 11. \'an \ leek, a well-known and progressive farmer of Ronald

township, for many years one of the nio.st substantial residents of the Palo

nieghborhood. was born on a pioneer farm within sight of his present home

just north of the village of Palo, b'ebruary S, 1S54. and has lived in that

vicinitv all bis life. His grandfather, Matthew \an \'leck. was the founder

of what for niauv vears was known as the \'an X'leck settlement in Ron-

ald townshij), and the \'an X'leck inlluence in that community has been a

])o\\er for good since jiioneer days.

.\l;itthe\\' \ an N'leck w;is born in I'lster cimnty. Xew \'ork, M;iy 18,

171)4, second in order of birth of the eight children born to his parents,

lohn ;uid Sar.ah \ an \ leek, natives of that state, the former of whom was

a farmer .-uid t.aniier. .\t the .age of twenty-two he married Heboridi North.

who was born in \]\;i\ same county ;uid state. J;muary 15. 1797. and a few-

years later be and his wife nio\cd to Delaware county, Xew York, where

they remained until 1S3S, in which year the\ came to .Michigan, which had

just been .admitted to stateh<iod. .and located in Ionia county, settling on a

farm of three hundred and twenty acres, one-half of section 2, in./Ronald

township, where they establi.died their home, theirs being the third family

to settle in that townshi]). The family came by way of Detroit, three ox-

te.ams being used to h.iul ilu- household goods and other belongings through
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the woods to this section. Much of the \v;iv was tlirougii unl)roken forest

aiifl Mattliew \'an \'lecl< and his smis were compelled to cut a road as they

proceeded, the toilsome journey from Detroit re(|uirins' fourteen days. The

road cut through the wootls from Ionia to his new home by Matthew Van
X'leck was the first definite road northeast froiu Ionia and was long the

highway to what pre-^eutK- came to he known as the Van Vleck settlement,

in the vicinity of the present thriving village of Palo.

Matthew \ an \ leek and his wife were the parents of five children,

John. Catherine, Sarah. Peter and Albert, and all the youngsters took an

active and able ])art in the development of the homestead in the wilderness,

in due time establishing homes of their own therealiout. Mr. and Mrs.

\ an \ leek were de\out Baptists and it was their wont, until thev were able

to secure the organization of a church of their faith in the \icinity n[ their

home, to arise at two o'clock of a Sabbath morning and drive by ox-team

to Ionia in time for meeting there. Upon tiie organization of a Baptist

church in the \'an \'leck settlement. Mr. and Mrs. Vnn Meek w^ere among
the cliarter members of the same and their eldest son, John, who in the

meantime had developed strong jjow'ers as a Baptist minister, was one of the

chief contributors to the church as well as its first pastor, while their son-

in-law, George D. Tasker. was the carpenter in charge of the erection of

the church. Matthew \ an \ leek was one of the early supervisors of Ron-

ald township and held at various times other local offices, his strong per-

sonal influence ever being exerted in behalf of the cause of good govern-

ment in the formative period of that now well-established and prosperous

farming community. He retired from the active labors of the farm in

1854, when sixty years of age. but continued to make his home in the set-

tlement so dear to his heart and lived to the great age of eighty-six years,

his death occurring on April J4. 1880. His eldest son, the Rev. John Van

\'Ieck. died in that same year. George D. Tasker. the carpenter mentioned

above, married Catherine, the eldest daughter of .M;itthew \'an N'leck and

wife, their marriage being the first solenuiized in Ronald township, and

Peter \'an Vleck shot a fine, big wild turkey to grace the wedding dinner.

Peter \"an \ k'ck. father of the subject of this biographical sketch, was

born near Middleton. Delaware county, Xew York. October 22. 1824. and

was in his fourteenth year when the family came to this county, and he

grew to manhood on the homestead farm in Rnn.ild township. When he

was twenty-one he bought the farm where his son. Rector, now lives, and

began to develop the same. Four years later he married and established

(23a)
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his home on !iis farm ami tliere spent the rest of liis life. !)ecoming (jne of

the most iiitluential and substantial residents of that communitv. He died

on January 13, 1901. and his widow snrvi\ed until January 3. 1013, she

being eighty-one years of age at the time of her death. Marie A. Redding-

ton was born near Amherst, Ohio. April _'_>. 1832, and came to Michigan
when twelve years old with her parents, Nathaniel and Caroline (Salmon)

Reddington, natives of Massachusetts, who came to this county from Lor-

ain countv, Ohio. Nathaniel Reddington died at his home in this county

on January 20, 1854. and his widow survived until September 12, 1888,

she being eighl\'-two years of age at the time of her death. P'eter and

Marie (Reddington) \ an \ leek were earnest members of the Baptist church

and long were looked u])on as among the leaders in good works in their

communitv. Thev were the parents of three children, Mary, who died in

infancy: Rector H., the subiect of this sketch, and Cassius. Ixirn on Sep-

tember 3, i860, a well-known farnici-. Ii\ing northwest of Palo.

Rector II. \'an \ leek was born on February 8, 1854, and grew to

manhood on the paternal farm. He su])])lemented his schooling in the

local schools liy a course in the Michigan .State Agricultural College. In

1876 he married and shortly afterward went to farming for himself on a

])ortion of his father's farm and biu'lt a house on the north side of the

farm, where he made his home imtil after the death of his parents, when
he moved into the old farm bouse and there has resided e\er since. He has

remodeled the old house and made many improvements, hax'ing installed a

steam-heating plant and a gas plant for lighting and in other wavs adjusted

the place to modern requirements and ways of li\ing. The house is beauti-

fully situated in a wide lawn, with a line cedar hedge bordering the high-

way and is a very attractive and comfortable i>lace .Mr. \'an \"leck has

given his thoughtful attention to public affairs and for six \ears ser\'ed as

su])ervisor (d I^onald townshi]). lb' an<l bis wife are members of the

Baptist church and taken earnest part in all inoxements looking to the

j)roniotion of the common interest in their hunu' ni'ighborhood.

( )ii January 30, 1876, Rectoi- II Win \leck was united in marriage

to Betsy Swarthiiut. who was born .at W'.ayne. Steuben county, X'ew \'ork.

daughter of Charles ;md I.avina ( W'ortman ) Swarthout, both of whom
were born at I'larrington. Nates countw Xew ^'ork. and who came to

Michigan in April, 1865, and located at I'alo, this i-ounlx-. ( harles Sw.art-

hout bought a f.arm at the west edge of the village, his line being the main

street of the town anfl when the place later was platted, the town took in a

])ortion of his farm. He not only was a farmer but was an excellent car-



IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 355

penter. and for a time was engaged in l)uilding tlireshing niacliines. He
also conducted a hotel at Palo for some time and was otherwise active in

the alifairs of the village. He and his wife were meinbers of the Bajitist

church. They were the parents of four children, Louisa, Sarah. William

and Betsy. The two first named arc dead and William Swartlmut makes

his home with Air. and Mrs. Van X'leck.

To Rector H. and Betsy ( Swarthout ) Van V'leck three children have been

born: Earl, born in 1877. who is at home with his parents; Laverne C,
born in April. 1879. married Alice Longwell and died on January 6, 1914,

leaving one child, a son. Rector, and Leo R., born in 1881. who married

Alildred Evans and is farming on his father's farm. He and his wife have

two children, Marie K. and Charles D.

EDWARD N. PARKER.

That the very j)est methods of modern farming have not been over-

looked by Edward N. Parker, proprietor of "Fairview Fruit and Grain

Farm" in Keene township, Ionia county, is evident to the observer, for

everjlhing seems to be in shipshape. He was born in Newark, Wayne
county, New York, February 28, 1853, and is a son of Dr. E. B. and Sarah

X. (Tyler) Parker, both born near Lake Champlain, Their parents were

from the New England states. His father was a general merchant. Uriah

Parker, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was a blacksmith. He
was a fine tenor singer, and led the chuir in the i'resbvterian church, of

which he was a member. He moved to Michigan in earlv pioneer days.

locating near Detroit, but after a short time went back to New York state,

where he spent the rest of his life, in Wayne county. E. B. Parker was a

physician. After attending the public schools he took a medical course,

graduating with the degree of Doctor of Medicine, fie ])racticed his pro-
fession in Monroe county. Xew York, for a number of years, or until his

health failed, when he retired and lived quietly in N'ewark tnitil bis death.

He was an active member of the Presbyterian church. His faniilv con-

sisted of si.x children, three of whom arc deceased ; the two survivors

be>ides Edward X. arc .\ddie M., who is thi- wife of .\. Duston, and i'"erdi-

nand J., of Rockford, Michigan.

Edward N. Parker was reared in Wayne county. New \'ork, and

there he attended the jniblic schools, later the State Normal. When fifteen
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years of age he was thrown updii his own resources, and he worked at

whatever he could get to do to make an honest dollar. He went to Cjrand

Rapids, Michigan, in 1873. He had but five dollars and a little furniture.

He went to work for the southern division of the street railway compan}',

taking care of horses at a dollar and seventy-five cents a day. The follow-

ing spring he went to work in the Crescent mills, at Grand Rapids, where

he remained two antl one-half years, at fair wages, then went to work at

the Phoenix Furniture Company's plant, and about this time he bought a

small liDUse and lot, on the installment plan, finally trading his property

for a farm southwest of Lowell, Kent county, and he lived there for a

period of twenty-five years, selling his farm in 1910, and moved to Keene

township, where he has a finely improved farm of one hundred and forty

acres, on which he carries on general farming and fruit growing. His

place is very desirably located, five miles northwest of Saranac.

Edward N. Parker was married on May IQ, 1872, to Lucy E. Pollock,

who was born in Wayne county. New York, October 14, 1852. She was

reared on a farm ;ind educated in the pulilic schools. To this union two

sons have been born, namely : J- E. Parker is single and lives at home,

assisting his father with the farm work
; Ray M. Parker married Mary

Geher and they have three children.

Politically, Mr. Parker is a Republican. Fraternally, he belongs to

Lowell Lodge No. go. Free and Accepted Masons, and to the Hooker

Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons. He and his wife belong to the Pres-

byterian church at Grand Rapids.

VICTOR v. UPTON.

I>elieving with Longfellow thai "willun nurselves is triumph or defeat,"

Victor F. Upton, well-known banker at Lyons, Ionia couuiy, determined at

the outset of his career to so shajR- his course that when life's goal was

reached he could look backward along the winding highway without com-

punction or regret, and so far he has left no stone unturned whereby he might

honorably advance himself.

\' ictor F. Upton was born on April 5, 1S77, at Utica, Macomb county.

Michigan. He is a son of William and Jeanctte (.Mdrich) U]iton. The

father was born in Leicestershire, England. January 3. 1835. When nine

vears of age he came to Americi with his parents, T<ilin and Elizabeth
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(Mitchell) Upton, tiie family stopping in Detroit, later moving to Utica,

where William Upton grew to manhood and was married. His wife was

a native of that place and was a daughter of Whipple and Polly (Frink)

Aldrich, Ixsth natives of England. After his marriage, William Upton
folk)\\ed farming in Macomb county until about 1890 when he retired from

active life. About ten \ears ago he removed to Rochester, Oakland county,

where he and his wife still reside.

\'ictor F. Upton grew up on the home farm in Macomb county and

there attended the pul)lic schools, graduating from the high school at Utica

in 1893, t'ld entered the Detroit Business University, from which he was

graduated in 1894. After only two-weeks vacation he took a position in

the bank at Rochester, owned by Webber, Hale & Company, and remained

there eight months, then came to Lyins in 1895 ^^^ took a positicjii in the

local bank which was then owned by Samuel W. Webljer, Sr., and his son,

Samuel W. Webber. Jr. In 1913 Mr. U])ton and Mr. Ruel bought out the

W'ebber interests and have since operated the bank under the firm name of

Ruel & Upton. It has gained steadily in prestige and importance and is

one of the sound and popular banks of this section of the state. A general

banking business is carried on. Mr. Upton also is a director in the State

Savings Bank of Pewamo, which was organized on February 15, 1916, and

he is also a stockholder in the First State Bank of Newaygo; also a stock-

holder in the Lyons Handle & Furniture Company. He has been very suc-

cessful in a business way and is one of the leading business men of the

younger generation in Ionia countv. He is enterprising, energetic, a man of

sound judgment and honorable impulses, enjoying the confidence and good
will of all who know him.

Mr. Upton is a Democrat and is more or less active and influential in

local party affairs. He has been clerk of I.xons township for the past six-

teen years, most of the time, and the rest of the time—three or four years
—

dejHity clerk. He has also been village treasurer, and he has been a mem-
l>er of the village council nearly all the time since taking up his residence

here.

Victor F. U]5ton was married in r903, to Pearl Herrick, who was born

at Belding. She is a daughter of Charles and I'.lla D. (Clock) Herrick.

The father was born near Detroit, and the mother was born and reared

in Montcalm county. Michigan. When aliout twenty-two years old Mr.

Herrick came to Ionia county, locating near Belding, where he engaged in

farming and dairying, and later he was interested in the manufacture of
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caskets for many years at Belding and Lyons, but he is again living on his

farm.

Mr. Upton and wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal church. Fra-

ternally, lie is a member of the Masonic order, being past high priest of the

Royal Arch Masons at Lyons, and he and his wife belong to the Order of

the Eastern Star.

HIRAM N. LEE.

A man who has made a success of his chosen vocation and at the same

time served his fellow citizens well in public office is Hiram N. Lee. farmer

and ex-sheriff of Keene township, Ionia county. He was born in Odessa

township, this county, June 14, 1848, and is a son of Hiram S. and Elvira

(Marse) Lee, both natives of the state of New York, and they were reared

in the same county, attended school and were married there. They came

to Ionia county, Michigan, in 1837, 'Unong the early pioneers, craving a

home from the wilderness, but later located in Keene township, near I'ot-

ter's Corners, where they spent many years, finally moving to Saranac.

where they died. They had devoted their active li\es to general farming,

and were the parents of three children, two of whom still survive, Henry
Lee, who is engaged in farming in Keene township, and Hiram X. Lee,

the subject of this sketch.

Hiram N. Lee was three years old when his |)arents located in Keene

township, and here he grew to manhood and received his education in the

old-time district schools, and at high school. He began farming when a

Ixiy ;md has never done anything else, with the exception of the time he

S|)ent in the sheriff's olhce. He owns a well iniprnwd and ])roducti\e farm,

and he j)ays considerable attention to raising and breeding Durham cattle.

He is a stockholder in the .Saranac State ISank ;md is a direetur in the

same. He is one of ihi,- substantial men (.)f his to\\n-~hip .and has long been

active in the general welfare of his community. He was a stockholder in

the creamery at Saranac, of which he was organizer and at one time owner.

Hiram N. Lee was married on September 27, TSfiX, to Christena t'on-

verse, a native of (";ma(l;i. To this uninn one mui has been born— .\(K'llu'it

B. Lee, whose birth occurred on March 7, 18S0. Ailelbcrt attended the

district schools, married Nancy Frost, .and they b;i\e two children. Hir;iin

N.. Jr., and Elva Dell.

Mr. Lee is a Democrat in politics and has long been active in iiartv
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affairs. He was for some time clerk and supervisor of Keene township,

and was elected sheriff of Ionia county for two terms of two years each,

and duriny this period he made his residence in Ionia, the county seat.

As a public servant he discharged his duties in an able and faithful manner,

to the satisfaction of his constituents and all concerned. Adelbert B. Lee

is a member of Boston Lodge Xo. 146, i-ree and Accepted Masons, is a

past master, and a memlier of Hooker Chapter No. J^^. Ivoyal Arch Masons,

and he and his wife belong to \alley Chapter No. jjit. Order of the Last-

ern Star, of which he is past worthy patron.

Hiram N. Lee is a member of Boston Lodge No. 146, Free and .\ccepted

Masons, also a member of Hooker Chapter No. j^, Royal Arch Masons,

and Ionia Council No. 76, Royal ami Select blasters, and the Ionia Com-

mandery.

GEORGE L. WEST.

Success has come to George L. West, of Muir. Ionia county, because

he has worked consistently for it along legitimate lines. He was born in

February, 1861, in North Plains township, this county, and is a son of

Isaac and Sophia (Seymour) West. The father was born in the state of

New \nrk in 1833. and was a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth West. Isaac

West came to Ionia county, Michigan, with his parents about 1856, the

family locating in North Plains townshi]) when the country was wild and

sparsely settled. A few years later the}- located at Muir, where Benjamin
\\ est conducted a grocery store and meat market for several years. Isaac

West was married in New York state before the family came to Michigan.
He engaged in teaming at Muir for some time, later buying a small farm

near that place, on which be spent the rest of his life. He was highway
commissioner for over twenty years, and although he was reared a Demo-
crat he became a stanch Republican. So])hia .Seymour was born in New
\'ork, probably in Sltubcn county, and \v;is a daughter of Louis Seymour
.and wife, the fatiier being of brench slock. I'enjamin West's parents were

German, -Aud the name was formerly '^pelled Weist. The Seymour family

located in Ionia county some years after the Wests came, and they lived at

Lyons awhile, then moved to Muir. The mother of the subject of this

sketch died on januarx' 25, i()io, her busbruid follciwing her to the grave

about a week thereafter, dying on b'ebruary 4, of that year. They were

the parents of four children, namely: Charles B., of Pontiac; George L.,
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the subject of this review; Byron is deceased, and Olive, who is the wife

of Henry Conner, and they hve at Aluir.

George L. West received his education in the pubHc schools at Muir.

When he was about twenty-three years old he Ijegan working in the eleva-

tor at that place, and was thus euiploved for six \'ears, then bought an

interest in the same, his partner being \V. C. Hawley, and although ha\ing
but little capital he made a success of the business, and when the railroad

spur was built into Lyons, about 1902, he and Mr. Hawley took in a third

partner, John U. Stott, and the firm built an elevator at Lyons, and these

three men run tlie two ele\ators successfully until four vears ago, when

J\]r. West retired from business. He had been very successful in a financial

way, and has a conifortal)le home on the blutt overlooking Gr.-ind ri\-er.

Mr. West was first married in 1883 to Ida M. Greenhoe, a nati\e of

Ionia county, and a daughter of Michael and Magdalena ( Orth) Greenhoe.

Her father was an early settler in North Plains township, where he engaged
in farming the rest of his life. Two children were born to this union,

George G. and Ethel I. The former is a partner of G. W. Palmer in a

store in Muir: he married V^elma Weston. Mr. Palmer is the husband of

Ethel I. The first wife of George L. West died in 1897, and in 1899 he

married Carrie M. Conner, a daughter of Frank and Mary (Greenhoe)
Conner. .She was born in Xorth Plains township, Ionia county, but her

parents now reside in Muir.

I'rank Conner was born on ()ctolier (1, \i>4C>. at Kalamazoo. Michigan,

and is a son of Robert and Harriet (Mall) Conner, who came from Aulmrn.

New York, in 1838, locating at Kalamazoo. Robert I'onncr was a carjien-

ter and joiner, linally becoming a contr.actor and builder. He bought • a

fariu in Lyons township in iX()_- .-ind here his death occurred two vears

later. His first wife, mother of l"~rank, died when b'rjuik w;is five \ears

old. He had two sons b\- his first marriage, brank and Albert. He was

three times married. His second wife bore him one M)n, r)\fa\'. b'rank

Conner started in lile for hini'-i'lf when ;iboul til'tec-ri \e;Lr'> old. working as

a carjienter, also in the lumber woods and the mills .at Muir. During the

early eighties he began farnnng for himself. Inning a farm in Xorth I Mains

township, later moved to another l.irm ancl fin.illy to one iie bought north of

Ionia, anil two years l.'iler liought ;i farm in section 4, L\dns township.

wliere he farmed until igii, when he retired, nuning to Muir, where he

still lives. On DeceiubtT 7. 1870, he m.arried Mar\- Greenhoe. who w:is

born in Ohio in i85_'. and was two vears old when hei" parents bi-ought her

to Ionia countv Her f.itlu'r. Michael Greenhoe. was born on Iul\- 8, i8_>i.
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and his wife, Magdalena Orth, was horn on April 3, 1833. They were

married on April 3, 185 1. Magdalena Orth was a native of Ohio, and a

daughter of \ assias Orth and wife, who later mo\'ed to Ionia county,

Michigan, huying a farm in Ronald township. Michael (ireenhoe located in

North Plains township, where he spent the rest of his life on a farm, dying

there during the seventies. ^Ir. and Mrs. Conner have six daughters and

one son, nameh' : llarr}' is the eldest; Jeannette is the wife of ( ieorge

McGlenchie: Carrie, wife of the suhject of this sketch; Mary Matilda is the

wife of h'red Kvans, of Milford; Alyrtle is the wife of William Dennis

and thev live near Muir; l">rn is the wife of Glen Sayers and the)- li\'e on

a farm in Lyons township; Alice is the wife of Cden McLaren and they

live in Grand Ra])ids.

Mrs. West is active in social life at Muir and \icinit\-. and she was one

of the leaders in estahlishing and maintaining the pulilic lilirary at Muir.

Mr. West helongs to the Masonic order, including the chapter and

council; also helongs to the Modern Woodmen of America. His wife is a

memher of the Order of the Eastern Star.

FRED CUTLER, JR.

Fred Cutler, Jr., manager of the "Oualit}- Store" at Ionia and presi-

dent of the Ionia Pottery Company, one of the best-known business men in

this county, a former city clerk and alderman of the city and for

vears a prominent factor in the de\elopment of Ionia's best interests, is a

native son of that cit\', ha\ing been born there on October 2, 1862, son of

George and Katherine (Gastler) Cutler, natives of the kingdom of Wurt-

emberg and i)ioneer and prominent residents of Ionia, the former ha\ing

been for many years fine of the city's leading merchants.

George Cutler was reared and educated in Germany. He learned the

trade of shoemaking after coming as a young man to the United .States

with a ])artv including a br<itlu-r and some other kinsf<ilk and located in

Michigan. U])on coming to this section he first located in the neighboring

countv of Gratiot, but about 1857 moved o\er into Ionia and for about

two vears was engaged in construction work on the Grand Trunk railroad.

The coin]jan\- then offered bitn the position of station master at Ionia, but

he declined that offer to enter the shoe store of his brother, Fred, who

meanwhile had engaged in business at Ionia. That was in 1862 and for
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vears George Cutler continued that connection, becoming known as the

best bootmaker in the city, his family meanwhile growing up and taking

their respective parts in the general life of the community. There were

four children born to George Cutler and wife, namely: b'red. the subject

of this biographical sketch: Sophia, who married Archie Anderson, of

Ionia; George J., now a resident of Cliicago. and Louise, who married

Leslie James, <if Zanesville, Ohio.

In [880 the elder George Cutler formed a ijartncrship with his cousin.

George Lauster, under the firm name of Cutler & Lauster. and the two were

engaged in the shoe business together for over twenty years, at the end of

which time JMr. Cutler took his son. George J., into the business with him.

the firm then becoming George Cutler & .Son. and thus continued until the

father's death, in 191 1, he then being seventy-eight years of age and hav-

ing been continuouslv engaged in the boot and shoe business in Ionia for a

period of fifty years. His widow survived him several years, her death

occurring in Februar\-. IQ15, at the age of eighty-five. They were for

nianv vears earnest members of the German I'Aangelical church and Mr.

Cutler not infrequently occupied the pulpit of that church, being a speaker

of considerable power. He not-only was diligent in his own business, always

attentive t(.) the needs of his store, regular in bis habits as a clock, but ga\e

considerable attention to the civic affairs of the community, and for two

terms served as an alderman of the city. George Cutler's father died in

W'urtemberg and his mother. So])hia, afterward came to this country nad

spent more than thirty years in Ionia, for years being lovingly known there

as "Grandma"' Cutler. She lived to the great age of eighty-seven years and

was ever active in good works hereabout. .She had four children, all of

whom became identified with this coniniunity : Harliara. who married Gott-

lieb Lauster: George, the veteran shoe merchant: Ivegina, who married

George Schaufele, and I'rederick, for many x-ear^^ also a shoe merchant of

Ionia.

Fred Cutler, Tr., eldest son of his parents, has li\eil ;dl bis lile in IiMii.a.

L^])on completing the course in "the public schools of the city he took a

course in a business college, after which be began clerking in the dry-goods

store of Allen -S. Wright at Ionia and was thus engaged for six years, at

the end of which time he opened a dry-goods store of his own. which he

conducted quite profitably for ten years. He then sold the store, and for

two vears was engaged in the real-estate and instuvmce business, after

which he became associated with T. .\. Carten in the dry-goods business

and was thus engaged for twelve years. .Xfter bi> f;ither'> death he became
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associated with his brother. George T-. i" the shoe business, Init after two

vears of this connection was taken ill and for two years was incapacitated

for business. Upon recovering he helped to organize a company which

opened the popular "'Ouality Store" in the spring of 1914. and was elected

secretary-treasurer and general manager of the concern. The "Oualit\-

Store" is one of the best-known and most progressive mercantile estal)lish-

ments in Ionia and makes a specialty of women's ready-to-wear goods, car-

pets, rugs and draperies. In addition to his extensive mercantile interests.

Mr. Cutler is also prominently connected with the Ionia Pottery Company,
of which company he is the president. He is a Repultlican and has found

time to devote a good citizen's attention to local civic affairs. For three

terms he served as city clerk of Ionia, was an alderman one term and

served as a meml^er of the lx)ard of the Hall-Fowler memorial library for

eight years, giving to all these important public duties his be.st and most

thoughtful attention.

On June 2, 1887, Fred Cutler. Jr.. was united in marriage to Alice M.

Ryerson, who was born in Hastings, this state, daughter of Abraham and

Harriet fSartwelH Ryerson, who came to Michigan in the seventies. For

many years .Abraham Ryerson and wife made their home in Ionia and then

moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee, where the former died, after which his

widow returned to Ionia. Her death occurred in Alontana while she was

making a visit to that state, she then being well advanced in years. To
Fred and Alice M. (Ryerson) Cutler one child has been born, a daughter,

Alta lone. who. after her graduation from the Ionia high school, attended

the McLaughlin Business College at Grand Rapids and was lx)okkeeper and

stenographer in the ''Quality Store" at Ionia for two years, but at present

is devoting her time principally to her music.

Mr. and Mrs. Cutler are members of the Presbyterian church at Ionia,

Mr. Cutler being one of the trustees of the same, and have long been active

in good works hereabout, being held in high regard by their many friends.

Mr. Cutler is a prominent member of the Independent Order of Odil Fel-

lows in the state of Michigan. He is a memlier of Ionia Lodge X'o. 175,

of that order at Ionia, and since 1907 has been grand treasurer of the

grand lodge. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Michigan. He also is

a memljer of Ionia Lodge Xo. 36. Free and .\ccepted Masons, at

Ionia; a member of Lucullus Lodge No. 76. Knights of Pythias, at the

same place, and of Ionia Lodge Xo. 548, Benevolent and Protective Order

of Elks, in the affairs of all of which organizations he takes a warm inter-

est. The Maccabees and Royal Arcanum also claim him as an active mem-
ber.
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F. J. GIFFORD.

F. J. Gifford, cashier of the l-^armers and Merchants Bank of Saranac,

tliis county, village and township treasurer and a vital factor in the general

civic and commercial life of that thriviui^' little city, is a native son of Alich-

igan. having heen horn on a farm in Wells township, Tuscola^ county, this

state, Feliruarv 17, 1S62, son of Joseph and Ann (Couch) Gifford. both

natives of luigland, who had come to the United States by way of Canada,

settling at Chagrin I'alls, Ohio, from which place, in 1859. they came to

Michigan, settling in Tuscola county. There Joseph Gifford homesteaded

a tract of government land, bought some more and became the owner of

four hundred acres, which he proceeded to clear and was in a way to do

very well in the timber business. In iS6<) his wife died, she then being

thirty-five vears of age, and not long afterward he was killed in a rollway

accident near Caro. this state. They were the parents of eleven children,

seven of whom are still living. Upon the death of their parents these chil-

dren were scattered, the subject of this sketch being given a home in the

.family of a farmer at Tuscola village, he then l)eing ten years of age, and

there he grew uj), exen from lioyhood doing a man's work on the place, his

schooling lieing limited to three months a year. At the age of nineteen,

being desirous of extending his education, he worked diligently through the

harvest seasou and with the money thus earned bought a cheap horse and

wagon anil started huckstering. It was not long before he had made two

hundred dollars in this enterprise and he then got a place to work for

Colonel Richardson for his board while attending the village school and thus

worked his wav through the tenth grade of the public school.

.\t twenty-one vears of age Mr. Gifford began teaching school in Tus-

cola countv and was thus engaged when he received the aiipointment as

assistant supervisor of the state .school for the deaf .at Mint, .\tter a year

of that form of jjiiblic service he went to Kingston village, where he engaged

in the mercantile business and there he remained for twelve years, not only

having a good trade, but ac(|uiring one hundred and iwentv acres of line land

in that neigliborhond ou which be (Hd a good business in tiuil)er. lie was

from the beginning of bis residence in Kingston one of the most active

jM-omoters of the interests of that village and was one of the most active

leaders in the iucorpor.il mn of the \illage, being elected first presi<lent of

the same, b'or mue \ears he did ])ul)lic service as a member of the school

board ;md was also village and township treasurer. Mr. Clifford is a Reinib-
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lican and has for years taken an active interest in state politics. In 1898

he was elected county clerk of Tuscola county, after whicli he sold his Inisi-

ness at Kingston and on January i, 1899, entered upon his official duties at

the county seat. He was re-elected two years later and left office in 1903,

after which he engaged in the clothing- and footwear business at Caro, whore

he remained until lo'V. in which year he bought a stock of goofls at W'ah-

jamega, nearln-. where he was located until 1910. In Xo\eniber of that

year he became connected with the I'arniers and Merchants Bank of Sara-

nac, owner of one-third of the stock in the same, in association wdth Gunn
& Proctor, and was made cashier of the bank, which position he still occu-

pies and during which time he has gained a high place in banking and com-

mercial circles in Ionia county. Mr. Gifford has taken an earnest interest

in pui>lic affairs since coming to this county and is treasurer of Boston

township and treasurer of Saranac village.

On August 8, 1888, F. J. Gifford was united in marriage to Belle

Saddelson, daughter of Albertus Saddelson and wife, and to this union two

daughters have been born, Ilah B., a graduate of the Saranac high school

and of the State Normal School at Ypsilanti, who is now teaching in the

second grade of the high school at Boyne City, this state, and Ivah M., also

a graduate of the Saranac high school, who is assisting her father in the

bank. Mr. Gifford is a member of Boston Lodge No. 146, h>ee and

Accepted Masons, and takes a warm interest in Masonic affairs.

WILLIAM H. SOMERS.

William H. .Somers, a building contractor at I'alo, this county, is a

native son of Ionia county, having been born on a pioneer farm in the

southwest part of Ronald township. August 12, 1869, son of James II. and

Caroline Phoebe (Johnson) .Somers, both n.atives of New ^'ork state, for

manv vears well-knrnvn and influential residents of this communit\'. whose

last days were s])ent in comfortable retirement in the ple;i^;int \illage of

Palo, where their son, the subject of this sketch, now lives.

James H. Somers was born in .Steuben count}-, .Xew York, May 30,

1839, son of Nicholas and .\lvira ( Yerton ) .Somers, the former of whom
v^fas born in Herkimer county, .\e\v York. March 4, 1S12, son of |obii and

Mary Catherine Somers. who came to this coimtry from Germany. Alvira

Yerton was a daughter of Hcnrv and Kate fMadolc) Yertnn. the latter a
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(l;iiiL;iiter of Thomas
'

Ma(l(.ile. nr ^JacDole, of Mohawk. Xicholas Somers

died at his home in Kmiald towiishi]), this county, in 1874. On [•'ebruary

21, 1861, in Steuben CDunty, New ^'ork, James H. Somers was united in

marriage to Carohne I'lioelie Jolmson, who was horn at South Dansx'ilie. in

that county, Decemlier 8, 184J, dau.i^iiter iif Lewis and I'atience Calista

(l.ouks) johnsnn, the furmer (if whom, liorn on April 2C). 181J. son of

Jesse and iMary ( Ilallock ) ji.hnson, died in Alontcalm county in 1896. Jesse

Johnson was born on .\u.i;ust 10, 1 //O. and died on May 23, 1845. It was

in 1869, eight years after liis marriage, that James H. Somers and his

famih' came tt> JMichigan and located in this count\-, settling on a farm in

the southwest jjart of Ronald township, where he established his home and

there remained for twenty-four years, at the end of which time lie moved

to California, but after ;i residence of a year there returned to Michigan,

locating at V'ickeryville, in Montcalm county. In igo6 Mr. Somers and

his wife returned to the scenes of their old home in this county and located

at I'alo, where they sjient the rest of their days. James H. Somers died on

March 23, n)i3. and his widow snr\i\ed him but a year, her tleath occur-

ring on March j, i<,)14, she then lieing at the age of se\enty-one years and

two months.

James 11. .Somers was an excellent carpenter and for many years was a

])rominent contractor and Imilder. During his long and actixe career he never

was a jiarty to a law suit, either as ])laintifT or defendant, and ever observed

the most scrupulous regard for the faithful fidfilment of his contracts. He

and his wife were spared to h\e together for more than titty-two years in

hapijy Wedlock. Their golden wedding anniversary was celebrated by a large

family gathering at their pleasant home at Palo, on b"el)ruar\- 22, 191 1. Their

'^on, Fred, brought fruits from his ranch in California to grace the table and

among the gifts approjuMate to the occasioii was a plate of gold coins, presen-

ted b\- their children and other relatives. James H. Somers ;uid wife were

the |)arents of li\c children, namely; i'lorence \'., wife of Carl Graves, of

Ronald township, this count}' : I'Ved, who li\es at I'omona, California; Lil-

lian, wife of Frank W. ^'oung. living near \'ickeryville, Montcalm county.

William II.. the subjecl of this ])iogr;Lphical sketch, ;uid .Minnie I'"... wife of

C. C. Ross, living at "Romona .\cres," near San Cabriel, (alifornia.

Under the careful direction of his father, William II. Somers became

a verv com]>etent car])enter even as a boy, and has been engaged in the build-

ing trades all his life. Lie worked with his father until he was eighteen years

old, when he started out as a iourneyman cari)entcr with a view to seeing

something of the country, and when he finally came back to his home county.
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at the age of thirty, and "settled ilnwii," he had covered the country from

cuast to coast and had traveled more than thirty-seven thousand miles. Dur-

ing that time Mr. .Vomers spent more than four years in California and more

than three years in Xew York C'it\ and along the Atlantic coast, while he had

worked in nearly e\erv iniimrtant citv in the country. He was in the United

States army during the Spanish-, \merican war, attached to Battery L, of

the I'ifth Artillery. During his travels Mr. Somers kept a faithful diarw the

pages of whii'h present an interesting history of his comprehensive itinerary

and the incidents of a busy life. When thirty years of age he returned home

and located at Ionia. In 1900 he married and for ten years thereafter made

his home in Ionia. He then went to Detroit, where for three years he was

associated with one of the largest contracting firms in that cit\', Schmied,

Sisman Company, making rapid advancement with that firm. During that

connection Mr. Somers superintended the construction of some of the finest

residences and club buildings at Grosse Pointe. In Januarw loCv 'it* returned

to Palo in order to be with his widowed uKither during the last niontiis of her

life and after her death in the following March continued to make his home,

in the parental home, where he ever since has lived and where he and his

wife are very pleasantly situated. Since locating definitely in Palo Mr.

Somers has been activeh" engaged as a building contractor and his wide

experience and thorough knowdedge of architecture and architectural con-

struction gives him a most excellent etpiipment for his business. Mr.

Somer's brother. l-"red Somers, now of (/alifornia, also was formerl\- a

well-known Michigan contractor and erected three of the large buildings

of the state hospital at Ionia; large factories at I-'lint and Grand Haven,

the Masonic temple at Muskegon and numerous other Intildings of import-

ance throughout this part of the state.

In !(;()() William H. Somers was united in marriage to Ida Wilder, who

was born on a farm near PaUj. daugliter of Thomas R. and Mary .\. ( Ste\-

ens) Wilder, the former a native of the state of Xew \'ork and the latter of

Michigan. Tliomas R. Wilder, who was born near Canandaigua, Xew ^'ork.

Inly _'8, l84iS, was about nine years old when lu' c-inie to .Michigan with his

l)arents, David and .Sarah (Rutherford) Wilder, who came here in pioneer

days. David Wilder entered claims to two or three tracts of "Congress land"

hereabout, besides Iniying a considerable tract on which lie established his liuiiie

and became one of the most sulisiantial fanners in his community. His

wife. .Sarah Rutherford, was born in \'orkshire, Knjtland, December 7. 1S13,

and was four years old w hen her jjarents came to the United States, locating
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at Bath, X'ew York, wliere she grew to wonKinliuod and where she married

David Wilder. She died at Palo, this county, on September 28, 1892.

Thomas R. Wilder grew to manhood on the homestead farm one mile

east of Palo and on January 6, 1870, was united in marriage to Mary A.

Stevens, who was born at Salem, in Washtenaw cuunty. this state, daughter
of George and Lucinda (McCormick) Stevens, the former of whom was born

in New Canaan, T^airfield county, Connecticut. February 12. 1824, and who
at the age of ele\'en came U) Michigan, settling in Washtenaw countv, where

he grew to manhood and where, in 1850. he married Lucinda .\lc( ornuck,

three years later establishing a home in Bushnell township, o\er the line in

Montcalm county, being among the first settlers in that communit\'. Later

he engaged in business at Palo and still later conducted a store at Muir,

Imt after awhile resumed farming near Palo and there spent the rest of his

life, his death occurring on February 13, 1891. His widow survived him

less than eight months, her death occurring on October g, following. Thomas

R. Wilder was a life-long farmer and li\ed on the i:)ld home place east of

Palo until his retirement from the farm, when he moved to Palo, where he

died on August 27,, 191 5. His widow still is making her home at Palo.

William H. Somers is a Royal Arch Mason, a member of the blue

lodge at Palo and of the chapter at Stanton, and both he and his wife are

memljers of the Order of the Eastern Star. Mr. Somers was made a Mason
when he was twenty-one years of age and has \isited lodges of that ancient

order in many of the ]irincipal cities.

LORIN P. TOWNSEND.

Tn the memorial annals of the Clarksville neighliorhood in this county

there are few names held in better remembrance than that of the late Lorin

I'. Townscnd, who died at his home in Clark^\ille in kjio and whose widow

is still making her home there, being the owner of one of tlio linest residences

in that pleasant village.

Lorin P. Townsend was a nati\e of Michigan, son of one of the

earliest settlers in this state, ;ind lived bei-e all hi> lite, lie was born on a

farm in Superior townshi]). Washtenaw county. lul\- ig, 1838, son of

George \V. and Sarah A. ( Andreas) Townsend, both natives of this state,

whose respective parents had been among the earliest settlers in the terri-

tory of Michigan, having located in the \\';ishten;iw district as earlv as the
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vear 1800 or :?liortly thereafter. There were three of the Townsend l)r(>tliers

who came to this region from Xew York anil all estaljHshed homes and

reared famihes in Michigan, the connection now l>eing widely scattered

throughout the state. George \\'. Townsend was a son of one of these

brothers and he grew u]i in \\ashtenaw county and there became a w^ell-

to-do farmer. He and his family later moved to Kalamazoo county, where

thev settled on a farm and it was on this latter farm that the subject of

this memorial sketch grew lo manhood.

As a bov, T.orin T'. Townsend recei\-ed but a limited educatidn, but he

was trained to thoughtful reading and being a natural student and a great

reader he acquired a wide store of knowledge and became a very well-

informed man. Jn the fall of iS('>2 Mr. Townsend married in Tvalamazoo

count\' and there established a home on a farm, on which he remained until

1870, in which year he and his famil}- came to Tonia county and here he

spent the remainder of his life. Upon locating in this cnunty, Mr. Town-

send Ix)ught an eighty-acre farm in Cam])bell tnwnshi]) .and entered uj>on

the task of improving the same. He was an excellent farmer, progressive

in his methods, and jjmspered from the very start, gradually increasing his

land holdings until he became the owner of a fine farm of two hundred

acres, well imjjroved and i^rofitabh' cultixated. In Maw i<;oo. he and his

wife retired from the farm and moved to Clarks\ille, where they bought the

residence property where Mrs. Townsend now lives and there Mv. Town-

send spent his last days in quiet comfort, his death occurring on .\])ril 18,

1910, he then being at the age of seventy years, eight months and twenty-

nine days.

Lorin I'. Townsend was a Re])ublican from the time that party was

organized and ever took a good citizen's part in the cam])aigns of his party,

but was not what is generally regarded .as ;iu active ])oIitici;m and had never

sought public ofiice, .although he had been elected from time to time to

minor local olTice-;. In his earlier life he was an active and enthusiastic

Mason, Init upon mo\ing to this countv w.as compelled to relax his interest

in that ancient order, owing to the flistauce from his home to the nearest

lodge room. .\s a man and ;is a citizen, the character of Lorin 1'. Town-

send was al)ove re])roacli. I fe was a good neighlwr, walking honoral)Iy in

the sight of .all men, ,ind his death was the occasion for sincere mourning

throughout the conimiinil\- in which he li.ad li\ed for so maiiv years. He
took a great interest in his farm and home ;ind his wife was an .able and

competent hel])meet to him in all his undertakings.

(24a)
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Tt was on XoveniliL-r 15. i86j, in Kalamazoo conntv. this state, that

Lorin P. Townsend was united in niarriage to Emily J. Arnjwsniith. wlm
survives him. She was horn near the city of Rochester, Xew York. Xoveni-

ber 15, 1842, daughter of \\'il1iani and Lucy E. ( Lettson I Arrowsmith, both

natives of that same state and both of Imij^HsIi descent. In the earh- forties.

durin.Ej the infancy i>f their daughter h'niily, the Arrowsmiths moved from

New ^'llrk state to Ohio, where the\' remained until iS^j. in which year the

family caiue to Michigan and settled in Kalamazoo countv. There William

Arrowsmith worked as a mechanic and became one of the substantial men
of that conimunit}'. It was nn that farm that Eiuih- Arrruvsmith grew to

womanhood and it was there that she married Lorin ]'. Townsend nn her

twentieth birthday. To that union four children were l)orn : Inez, 1)orn

in 1863, now deceased: Hilary Ida. born on .\ugust 7, 1864: I'rank Lorin,

JMarch if), 1867, who is married and is now making his Iktuic in the West,

and Anna Grace, February 6, 1871, who married Robert .Siiupkins and has

two daughters, Dorothy and Frances, the former of whom luarried I-'rnest

Paulson and has twin daughters, Gretchen and Marguerite.

EMERY S. DANXER.

Emer\- .S. Danner. well-known and successful business man nf Aluir,

needs no introduction to the iieople of Ionia county. He was born on

December k;, 1871, in Ronald township, this countx'. lie is a son of Simon

and Christenia (Heydlauff ) Danner. The father was bcjrn in 1836 at Block

House, now a suburb of PittNburgh. Pennsvhania. He was a son of Fred-

erick !);inner and wife, natives of Gerni:niy. When he was but a child his

father died and his mother married C b". (app. antl soon thereafter they

moved to \\';ishtena\v county. Michigan, where tluw spent the rest of their

lives. .Simon Danner grew to manhood in diat connlv. ,inil about 18O0 he

canu- to loni;i count\- ;uid wurked out as a t.avui hand. In 18O1 he enlisted

in Ijerdan's .Shar|)shooters, under Gajitain Willetl. lie was wounded in the

left side bv a ])iece of bur-iting shell, ;uid was discharged for disability after

nine months of ser\ice, ;ifter which In- returned to loni;i conutx' and engaged

in r.'irming in Ronald lowushiii. On I'ebrn.iry i_'. |8()_>. he m.arried (hrist-

enia C. Heydlauff, and bought a farm of eighty acres, where his widow now

lives, in the southern ji.art
of Kourdd township. It w.as all woods. lie

cleared and ])ut the land under cultivation, and built a cabin thereon, in
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the fall of 1864 he again enlisted, this time in Company T, Xinth Regiment,

Michigan \'olunteer Infantry, hut he was not tit for service because of his

old wound. However, in the spring of 1865 he became clerk to the colonel

of his old regiment, and he served until in September of that year, when he

was honorabl\- discharged, after which he returned home and engaged in

farming the rest of his life. He added forty acres to his original purchase,

which he cleared and put under cultivation, and he built a comfortable

home. His death occurred on December 16, 1896. He was a member of

the Grantl Army of the Republic, in which he took an active interest. His

wife, Christenia C. Heydlauff, was Ijorn in Washtenaw county, Michigan,

July 24, 1843, and was a daughter of C. Frank and .\nna Mary (Wagner)

Heydlauff. natives of Wurtemberg, Germany, where they grew up and

were married. The latter was the daughter of John and Maria (Cook)

W^agner. In 1833 the Heydlauff' family came to .\merica, anrl after spend-

ing a short time in Detroit, settled in \\'ashtenaw county, when the country
was still a wilderness. In the spring of 1845 thev moved to Ionia comity
and bought a farm in section 36, Ronald township, where he built a log

house and cleared and developed a farm and lived the rest of his life, dying
in 1875. His widow survived until 1803, reaching the age of eighty-three

years. To Simon Danner and wife h\e children were b(irn, nanieh- : b'red-

erick \\". lives in Fend d'Orville, Idaho; Elizabeth W. is the wife of Alvin

S. Curtis, and they li\e on the old Danner homestead in Ronald township;

Juhn H. live? in Jordan Valley, Oregon: Nellie F. is unmarried and lives at

home: Emery S. is the subject of this sketch.

Emery S. Danner grew to manhood on the farm and received his edu-

cation in the public schools, later attending Poucher's Business College.
When nineteen years old he began carpentering, which he continued for

about four years. In 1806 he married and began farming for himself,

renting land for two years, then bought the Eldridge farm, alxtut two
miles from the farm on which he was reared. He started out with fifty-

five acres. Prospering, he addefl to this until he now has a finelv improved
larni of one hundred and sevent)- acres. In ^f)o^, be came to .Muir .-nid

began working at carpenter work again, then in IQ04 and IQ05 worked in a

store there, later continuing carpenter work most of the time until T913,
when he bought an interest in the elevator at .Muir in partnership with |ohn
U. Stott. and continued in the business after .Mr, .Stott's death, actively

managing the elevator until December 18. IQ15, when he sold his intere.st

to Mrs. Stott.

On January i, 1896, Emery S. Danner married .Mabel i-:i(lridgc, of
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Ronald township, a daughter of Hiram and FideHa Eldridge. Her tleath

occurred on September lo, 1910. On August 28, 1912, he married Etta E.

Storey, who was born at Wyman. Michigan, a daughter of James D. and

Eliza fMcKinley ) .Storey, both natives of Canada, where the)- grew up
and married. Mr. Store\' came to Michigan and worked in the lunil)er

camps near Wyman, continuing working in the timber alwut tive years, then

returned to Canada and married, later returning to Michigan and spent five

years more in the lumber cam])s. working as foreman. He came to Ionia

county in iS8q. where he followed carpentering for a number of years, and

he is now engaged at the Sorosis Garment Company's plant at Ionia, where

he has been employed for the past twenty years. Mrs. Danner was an

infant when she was brought to Ionia county. She received her education

in the public schools, graduating from the Ionia high school and later

attended \'al])araiso University. To Mr. and Mrs. Danner one child has

l)een born, John Storey Danner, whose birth occurred on May 14, 1914.

In 1906 Mr. Danner built a handsome, modern residence in Muir. and

is very comfortably fixed. He belongs to the Masonic order, and his wife

til the Eastern Star. Her mother was a relative of President McKinlev.

HOWARD A. RANGER.

When but a boy, Howard A. Ranger, farmer and retired merchant of

Lyons, Ionia county, learned to rely upon himself, and this fact has had

much to do in shaping his subsecjuent career, yet indefatigable industry has

perhaps been the basis of his success.

Mr. Ranger was born on .September 6. 185 1, in Litchfield, Medina

county, Ohio. He is a son of Henry and Mary (Tanner) Ranger, both

parents l)orn and reared .it Tunbridge Wells, b^ngland, where the\- were

married. They came (o .\merica aliout 1847 'i"'l settled at Litchfield, Ohio.

Henry Ranger was a man of means ;md engaged in various business enter-

prises. He came to Ionia county, Michigan, about 1857, when his son,

Howard .\., was six years old. He engaged in shoem;iking, when shoes

were ,'dl made tn order. lie spent the rest of his life here, d\ing aiiout

1905 at Lyons, liming survived his first wife forty years, her death having

occurred about 1865. His second wife was Elizabeth Mitchell. Four chil-

dren were born of his first marriajre. n.inuK : Tlinmas, ileceased : M.arv is
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the widow of L'liarles S. .Marsh; Howard A., tlie subject of this sketch, and

Charles F. Of the second marriage one son, Leo, was bom.

Howard A. Ranger received his education in the pubhc schools of

Lyons. He learned the iron moulder's trade in Lyons and Grand Rapids.

He was janitor at the court house at Ionia for one year, and about 1879

he bought out the general store at Lyons, which his deceased brother,

Thomas, had owned. He continued to conduct the business for a period

of seventeen years, enjoying a large trade, in the meantime buying two

farms, one of eighty acres inside the city limits of Lyons, and the other of

eighty acres, just west of Lyons. He has a modern home in Lyons and

combines the conveniences of town with the pleasures of the farm. He has

been very successful in a business way. Politically, he is a Republican and

active in the party.

Howard A. Ranger was married on November 11, 1874, to Marian

McCloud, who was born at Ionia, and is a daughter of George and Maria

(Pressey) McCloud. George McCloud was born in Edinburgh, Scotland,

where he was reared, educated and married. His first wife died, leaving

two children, both long since deceased. He came to Lyons, Michigan, about

1835, when Ionia county was just settling up. He was a tailor by trade,

which he followed here, although this was but a jjioneer settlement. In

1850 he married Maria Pressey, who was a daughter of David- and .'\nn

Jane (Hill) Pressey, who came to Lyons from Montreal, Canada, alnnit

1837, being one of the first families to settle at Lyons. David Pressey was
a carpenter by trade. Blindness overtook him soon after he came to Ionia

county, and for many years he w'as deprived of his sight. His family con-

sisted of four daughters and one son, Richard, who died in earlv childhood.

Mr. McCloud died about 1866, his wife preceding him to the grave by
about ten months. They left three daughters and one son, namely : Nor-

man, Marian, Mary and Isabelle. The father was a Presbyterian and the

mother a Methodist. They lived at Lyons Init a short time. sjK^nding their

later years at Portland.

Mr. and Mrs. Ranger have two sons and a daughter. Walter, who is

farming on the home place, married Belle Dilly and tliev have one son.

Howard; Jessie is the wife of f'>ed Shorts, they live in Kent coimty, Michi-

gan, and have one daughter, Marion ; Carl is practicing flcntistry at Ithaca,

Michigan, and marrierl \^era Hawley. These children were all given good
training and every advantage. Walter has a good practical knowledge of

merchandising, having assisted his father a great fical in the store, and he
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also attended business college at Lansing. Jessie, who was graduated from

the Normal Schuol at Alt. Pleasant, taught school in Lyons about tour

years. Carl entered the dental department of the University of Michigan,

from which he was graduated in 1909.

Mr. Ranger is a member of Lyons Lodge No. ^j. Free and Acce])ted

Masons, and also of Lyons Chapter, I'loyal Arch Masons.

WILLIAM C. HAWLEY.

In examining the records of self-made men, it will invariabh' be fdund

that indefatigable industry has constituted the basis of their success. True,

there are otlier elements which enter in and conserve the advancement of

personal interests, such as perseverance, discrimination and mastering of

expedients; but the foundation of all achievement is earnest, persistent labor.

Realizing this fact when starting out in his career, William C. Hawley,

grain dealer of Lyons, Ionia county, has made it his guiding principle.

Mr. Hawley was born on March 8, 1855, at Avon, Li\'ingston county.

New York. He is a son of William C, Sr., and Harriet (Nowland) Haw-

ley, both natives of New York state. The mother died when \\'illiam C. was

a baby. The father came to Lyons, Michigan, about 1858 and engaged in

the mercantile business here for se\eral years, and while here married his

second wife, Verona Coon. About 1870 he started a warehouse at Muir

on the Grand Trunk railway, and began dealing in grain, which business

he continued until about 1885, when he retired. He was postmaster at

Lyons under Cleveland's first administration, retaining the office four \'ears.

He was a stanch Democrat, and an active worker in the party, llis death

occurred in i88q. He was the father of twn children b\ his first wife.

William C, Jr., and C.eorge, deceased. h'our children were born of his

'second marriage, one of whom dic<l in infancy: those living are Walter M..

JVlrs. Coriim .\bney and Jessie.

William C. Hawley was brought to Lyons about i860 and here he

grew to manhod and received a common-school education. He licgan assist-

ing his father in the grain business when but a boy, and became a iKirtner

of the business conducted by the elder Hawley when twenty \-ears old. tiie

firm name becoming W. (\ Hawley & Son. .After the father's death. b)hn

Stevens was in partnershi]) with Mr. Hawley for aliout fom- years, and w-as

succeeded by Charles l'"reneli. who hired George \\'est to work in his place.
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and about a year later West bought Mr. French's interest in the business,

and the firm was Hawley & West. When the railroad built a spur track

into Lvons, about iqoo, the tirin of Hawley i^- West built another elexator

here and took in John I'. .'^Icott as a partner. About four years agn Mr.

West withdrew from the hriu, and the name was Hawley & Scott until

about IQI^. when the partnershii> was dissolved, Mr. Hawley retaining the

ele\ator at Lxons and .Arthur Johnson being admitted as a partner, since

which time the name has been Hawley & Johnson. They do a large and

successful business bu\ing and shipping grain. Mr. Hawley also owns one

hundred and Hftv acres of land nn the prairie near Lyons, which is a valu-

able farm.

William C. Hawley was married in 1S75 In l)(ira Warner, a daughter

of Orlando Warner and wife. The mother died when Dora was a little

girl. Mr. Warner was a farmer in North Plains township, Ionia county,

where he located about i860, coming from Livingston county. New York.

He left his farm and removed to Lyons about 1872, where he spent the rest

of his life, dying about 1880. To Mr. and Mrs. Hawley one daughter has

been born, Theo, now the wife of Dr. F. M. Marsh, of Ionia.

Mr. Hawle}- is a member of the Ma.sonic order. He is a Democrat,

and is active in local public affairs, and has held a numl)er of local offices.

HERBERT ERNEST POWELL.

Herbert Ernest, youngest son of Joseph P. and Ruth Powell, was bom
on the farm he now owns in Ronald township, Ionia county, April 27, 1866.

After attending district school and one year at Poucher's Business College

he entered the Ionia high school and graduated as valedictorian of his class

in 1^86. He taught school one winter and then took charge of the old

homestead, which he worked on shares until his father's death, in 1904.

During this time he improved the place by building three barns, a tenant

house and other improvements.

In 1888 ]Mr. Powell built the new house across the road and after the

house was finished and furnished, on .\ovember 26, 1888, he brought there

as a bride. Miss May, a classmate in the Ionia high school, and daughter of

O. Waterbury, of Ionia. They have three children, namely: Ralph Water-

bury, born on October 4, 1889: Alice. .August 7, 1893: Stanley Maurice,

July 7, 1898. Ralph, after graduating from Ionia high school, took civil
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engineering at Michigan Agricultural College, then taught a year at Cor-

nell University, New \'ork; then two years at \'ale University, New Haven,

Connecticut, and is under contract to go next year as professor in the new
"Yale in China." He has the record of passing the grades, on his mark-

ings without examination. He was married to Maud Xason, of Grand

Rajjids, Septemljer lo, 1914. Alice, after graduating at Ionia, is taking a

course in domestic science at Lansing. Stanley is a senior in Ionia high

school and a member of the debating team of ii)i6. The entire family are

members of the Baptist church.

Besides general farming, H. ]-•.. Powell was for several years a partner

of John Rowe in the Nickle I'late flouring-mill, and later president of the

Ionia Hardware Com])any and at present is vice-president and director of

the I'irst National Bank of Ionia. He is a meml)er of the Ronald Grange
and has several times lieen master. He has made a specialty of jjreeding

Shropshire sheep and has been awarded a long list of premiums at state and

district fairs. He is now a director of the American Shropshire Associa-

tion and president of the Michigan Shropshire .Sheep Breeders' Association.

At one time he was a director of the Michigan State Fair but resi.gned as a

protest against having the gates o])en on Sunday and having intoxicants for

sale on the grounds. He is now vice-president .and a director of the West

Michigan State Fair.

In politics H. E, Powell is a RepnWican :md has represented his dis-

trict in the state Legislature two terms, iqoi-j and 1903-4, and was one

of the leaders in the fight for the primar\- election. He was state sen.ator

from the eighteenth district two terms, ^qI^,-l4 and 191 5-1 6. During the

first term in the Senate he served on fwi^ committees, namely : Agricultural

interests, school for the deaf, state jjrison at Marquette, banks and corpora-

tions, finance and a])])ropriations. During the second term he was chair-

m;ui of the committee on agricultural college and the committee on supplies

and expenditures; and ;i member of the committee on state affairs, finance

and .appropriations; eli'Ctiou, college of miners, constitutional amendment.

In i()07-()8 he was a meniher of the Constitutional C()nventi<in and a mem-
ber of the committee that drafted a rule under which the conx'cntion did its

work.

The ;d)o\e is ;i meager outline of a busy life of public service, f.aith-

fnlly i)erformed. It tells ;i little of one whom the people h,i\e delighted to

honor, ;i m.m honest ami f.'iithful .and cour.iL;eous, (|uick to think and not

slow to ;ui. lie was not a shirker and politicians knew on which side of



lOXIA COrXTV, MICHIGAN. 377

the fence he stood and thjil he coulil liead them off if llie\ started to go
cross-lots. This some learned to their sorrow in parliaiiientarv tactics in

legislative hails. In early manhood he walked the plate of an uncoxered

barn frame without a tremor; and later with the same steadiness of nerve

trod the path of dnt\' in the lii^jli places of puhlic office and did not lose his

head. .Neither performance was for show, hut to do what needed to he

done. iSoth were alike characteristic and a part of the work in hand.

(iLE.W H. SCOXILLE, D. W S.

Dr. (ilenn H. Scoville, of Clarks\ille, this county, one of the best-

known veterinary surgeons in this section of the state, is a native son of Ionia

count}-, having been born on a farm in t anipliell ti_)wnship. just north of the

village of Clarksville, September 29, 1881, son of Leroy A. ;ind Martha J.

I ii(jgle ) Scoville, both natixes of Ohio, the former of whom is still li\ing

at Clarksville and the latter of whom died in iqu. In a biographical sketch

relating to Leroy A. Scoville, presented elsewhere in tins \(ilume. there is

set out in detail further particulars of this familv m Ionia county and the

reader is respectfully referred to those pages for additional information in

this connection.

(ilenn H. Scoxillc received his early education in the Clarksville graded
schools and in tlie academy at that place. His father was largely engaged
in the cattle bu.siness and from his early youth Glenn H. Scoville took a

deep interest in that [)hase of the business of the farm, e\en at fifteen years

of age traveling about i)\er the countrv hereabout bu\ing. selling and trading

live stock. Me f(jllo\\etl the live-stock business until \')04, in which vear he

entered the (irand Kapids N'eterinary College, from which he was gr.id-

uated with the class of lyot). that lieing the first class in \eterinar\- surgerv

recognized by the state. b'])on receiving his degree of Doctor of N'elerinary

Surgery. Doctor Scoville went to Minnesota and oi)ened an office for the

])ractice of his prf)fession at X'illard. in i'o])e county, that state, where he

was engaged in ])ractice until the f.ill of 1909. when lie returned to .Michi-

gan and opened an office at Clarksville. where he ever since has been very

successfully engaged as a veterinary i)ractitioner. his [mictice extending

widely throughfjut this county and in the neighboring counties of I'erry and

Kent. Doctor Scoville makes a specialty of veterinary dentistry and surgery
and his services in those lines are in wide (remand. Ljion locating at (larks-
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ville he opened a veterinary hospital in the chief business block of the town,

but owing to the increased demands made upon the same was compelled to

enlarge his hospital and moved the same to tiie Howard property, just north

of the business (juarter., where he has an admirably eijui})i)e<l hospital for

the treatment of live stock. The doctor also erected a handsome residence in

that quarter of the town and is quite pleasantly situated.

On Septeml>er 0. 1003. during his residence in \ illard. Minnesota.

Dr. Glenn H. Scuxille was united in marriage tu l-'.thel .M. Smith, who was

born near Kenyon, in Dodge county. Minnesota, daughter of (ieorge H. and

Mabel E. (Foster) Smith, natives, respectixelw of Illinois and Minnesota,

the former of whom is a large ranch owner in .Minnesota. Doctor Scoville

has ne\'er been particularly acti\-e in political aflairs. though he has held

the office of deputy sheriff of Ionia county. Me is a Mason and a member

of the Knights of Pythias lodge at Clarksville and both he and Mrs. Sco-

ville are members of the Order of the Eastern Star.

GEORGE W. WOOLDRIDGE.

George W. Wooldridge. justice of the peace in and for Orleans town-

ship, a well-to-do -farmer of that townshii), is a native of Ohio, but has

lived in this county ever since he was five or six years old and is therefore

properly regarded as one of tbe pioneers of this section, a witness of ibe

wonderful development of ilii^, region within the past generation. Me was

born in I'ortage county, Ohio, .September !_:;. 1N53. son oi Samuel W'ool-

dridge and wife, who became pioneers of loni;i cotnit\- in tlie latter hfties.

In a biographical sketch relating to Saniui'l W Holilridge. ])resented elsewhere

in this \olunie. there is set out in detail a fin-tber hi^torv of this interesting

f.'unily and tbe .-ittention of the reader is invited to that sketch for addi-

tional inlorniation in this connection.

(ieorge \\ . W ooldridge was Inn a eliild w ben his jiarents located in

Ionia county and be grew to manliood on the home f.irni. where be made

his home, hel|)ing in the de\elo]iment ol the |ilace. until bi^ ni.irriage in

1881, after whicii he bought ,1 farm ol forty acres in section
_^_'. Orleans

township, where he estaljlished his houie. Onh- about half of the place

was cleared when he took jiossession and there was but a poor shack of a

house on it ;uid no barn. lie improxed the farm, cle.ired the remaining

portion of woodland and made his home there until .about i8()(), when he
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bought an adjoining "forty" from his falhcr-in-law ,
Oren li. \Ork, anil

then made his home on the York farm until 191 j, wIk-u he l)ougiu his

present home place in section 30, of the same townsiiip. where he and his

son-in-law, Charles Doty, own and nperate a tine farm of 1 me hundred and

forty acres, which is \\ell improved and prohtaJjly cultivated, and where the

fanhly is very comfortabl}- situated. Mr. and Mrs. \\"ooldridge are well

circumstanced and their home is one of quiet comfort. In the fall ot 1915

they made a tour of the West, visiting Washington, Oregon, C alitornia and

other states on the farther side of the Rockies. Mr. Wooldridge for \ears

has taken an actixe interest in local civic affairs, having ser\ed the public

as township treasurer and in other capacities and is now justice of the ])eace

in and for Orleans township.

It was in the year r88i that George W. Wooldridge was united in mar-

riage to Alice York, who was born in the town of Ionia, this county, daugh-
ter of Oren H. and Frances L. ( lalkins ) ^'ork, tlie former a nati\e of

the state of New York and the latter of Canada. ( )ren II. York was born

in Yates county. New York, November 5, 1832, and was about fifteen years

old when he came with his [jarents to Michigan, the family settling on a

farm in Easton township, near the then village of Ionia, in 1847. On Jan-

uary I, 1854. Oren H. \'ork was united in marriage to Frances L. Calkins,

who was bom in Canada, daughter of George and Louisa Calkins, who came

to this county from New York state in 1852, becoming influential pioneers

of the Ionia neighborhood. One of their sons is C. K. Calkins, a well-

known attorney at Ionia. Oren H. York was one of the active residents

of Ionia in its village days, but later mn\ed to a farm in Fasten township
and most of his life has Ijeen spent as a farmer. In September, i8r)_', he

enlisted in ( 'om|)any I, Twenty-first ivegimeiit. .Michigan N'olunteer liifaiitrv.

for ser\-ice during the Ci\il War. and went to the front. He partici])aled

in the battle of F'erryville, but after aiiout tin-ee months of service was dis-

charged on a physician's certificate of disability. lie ever has taken an

acti\'e part in local cixic affairs and has ser\ed as justice of the ])eace in

Orleans townshij) and as highwav commissioner. His first wife dieil on

the old home farm in Orleans township on January 17, i8()_', and in [S(;4

he married, secondly, Sarah Woodworth. of .Adrian, this state, and made

his hr)me in that cit\' imtil i(;ir), when lie returned to bmia conntv and has

since been living comfortai)ly retired in the town of (Orleans. To Oren II.

and Frances L. f Calkins) York three children w^ere l)orn, Mrs. Wooldridge

having twe* brothers, Williarri 'I", ^'ork, of Medford, Oregon, and John .M.

York, of Orleans, this countv.
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Mr. an<l Mrs. \\'i)(jldriclg-e ha\ e one daugliter, Carrie E.. born on June
I J, 1S83, who was married in January. 1907. to Charles H. Doty, who was

horn in BerHn township, this county, Marcli 10. 1878, son of ('Iiarles and

Mary Elizabeth (Bailey) Doty, further information regarding which family

is set out in a biographical sketch, presented elsewhere in this volume, of

E. M. W'ooldridge. who married a sister of Charles H. Doty. Mr. and

Mrs. Dot\- ha\e three children, (leorge H.. .Mice I'-, and ICarl Willis.

MAJOR T. LAMONTE.

Major T. LaMonte, one of the best-known and most progressive mer-

chants of Clarksville, this county, head of the firm of LaMonte & Comixmy,
dealers in clothing and men's furnishing goods, is a native of Michigan and

has li\ed in this state all his life. He was born at Charlotte, in Eaton

county, August 5, 1875, ^"-"^ "^ Archibald G. and Margeara (HufT) LaMonte,
natives of Orleans county. New York, the former of Erench descent and the

latter of German stock. Archi]>ald G. LaMonte came to Michigan aljout

the year 1870, settling in Eaton county, where he bought a farm and there

he spent the remainder of his life. He and his wife were the parents of

five children, of whom the subject of this biographical sketch is the youngest.

Upon com])leting the course in the Charlotte high school Major T.

LaMonte secured a position m a hardware store ui that town and was thu>

engaged for four years, at the end of which time he went to Gay lord, where

he clerked in a general store for a year, after which he went to Pontiac,

where he lived for about two years. In September, i8i)g, he went to C'larks-

\ille, where his sister, Mrs. I'.stella .Xash, was li\ing, and there he cast about

tor a location for a store. He had been conteni|)lating the estal)lishnient

of a hardware store in Clarksxille, but the conditions seemed more favorable

to the establishment of a clothing and men's furnishing store anil he con-

se(|uently opened the first store of its kind in the town of Clarksville .-md

lias done \ery well II is l)rother-in-law, Ernest Xash, is associated with

him in business, under the lirni name of LaMonte & Comj)any, and the firm

is doing an extensix'e business. Starting with ;i stock \alued at about two

thousand dollars, the lirm has graduallv increased stock, with the growing
demands of the trade, until now the well-.ippointcd sture represents an invest-

ment of several times that amount.

On .Mav 2i). i()Oi, .Major T. l.a.Monte was united ni marriage to ( )ra
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Stuart, who was born in Odessa township, this county, daughter of (Jeorgc

and Sarah (Clark) Stuart, well-known residents of that township. George
Stuart was born in Scotland and came across the Atlantic with his parents

when a child, the family settling in St. Thomas, Canada, later coming tn

Michigan and settling- in this county, l>eing thus among the earliest resident ^

of the southern part of the county. To Mr. and Mrs. I.aMonte two children

have been born, Estella. born on April 4, 1904, and Ida, June i 1, 1912. Mr.

LaMonte is a Republican and has held the office of township treasurer for

four years. He is a Mason antl a member of the local lodges of the Knights

of Pvthias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in the affairs of

which organizations he takes a warm interest.

M. P. LENHA RD.

M. P. Lenhard, well-known and progressive merchant at Clarksville,

this county, proprietor of a large general store at that place, ftjrmer town

clerk and for years actively interested in the public life of that prosperous

community, is a native son of Michigan and has lived in this state most all

his life. He was born in Kent county, this state. May 4, 1877, ^'"i "^ John
and Christina (Livingston) I.enhard. natives, respectively, (jf Canada and

Pennsylvania, the former of German descent and the latter of Quaker stock,

who afterward became well-known residents of Ionia countv, but are now

living in Kent county.

John Lenhard in his earlier life followed the calling ot a millwright

and it was this that Ijrought him into Michigan. l'"or some years he was

engaged installing mills throughout the timber country hereabout and in

1881 came over into Ionia county, where he built a mill and was for years

actively engaged in milling, but later took up farming and is now living on

a fine farm he owns in Kent county, lie also i^ the owner of a fine farm

in the Clarksville neighborhood in this county, which latter farm is o])erate(l

b\- his only other son. Harley L. Lenhard.

M. P. Lenhard was about four \ears old when his parents nioxed to

this county and he grew up here. Upon com])leting the course in the Clarks-

ville Academy he entered the general store of Leonard Shrock at Clarksville

and after a little more than a year of .service there went to Grand Rapids,

where he entered a wholesale boot and shoe house. About six months later

he was sent "on the road" bv that concern and for three vears was a.tra\el-
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ing salesman in that em[)loy, covering central and southern Michigan, lie

then transferred his services to a wholesale grocerv and coffee house in

Grand Rapids and about six months later was engaged as city salesman hy

a big concern at Chicago. .Vfter living in Chicago a year he came home un

a visit and was persuaded b\- his [)arents to remain at home and take charge

of the farm. He consented to this arrangement and remained on the farm

until October, 1914, when he bought the general merchandise establishment

of Nal)er Brothers at C'larksville and has e\'er since been successfully engaged
in the mercantile business, carrying the largest stock in Clarksville and

doing a large business. Mr. T.enhard is a l\.c[)ublican ;uid for the past four

years has been serving as township clerk. He is an ardent adx'ocate of

local good government and ever works to that end.

On Februarv 28, 1907, M. P. Lenhard was united in marriage to Glenna

C. Huggins, who was l)orn at Carson City, in the neighboring county of

Montcalm, February 7, 1884, tlaughter of Jeft'erson and Melvina (Meyers)

Huggins, natives, respecti\"el}-, of Xew York and Ohio, early settlers in

Montcalm county. Jeft'erson Huggins was a millwright and died l)efore his

daughter Glenna was twn year.s did. Mr. and Mrs. Lenhard take an earnest

part in the various social and cultural activities of their home town and are

interested in all local good works. .Mr. Lenhard is a member of the Ionia

lodge ()f the l'>ene\'olent and Protecti\'e Order of Fdks and takes a warm
interest in the alTairs of that organization.

REUBFX 11. WlllTl'..

Kenlun 11, W'bite, well-know 11 building ininraclnr and stone and brick

mason, of Clarks\'ille, tins county, is a native son df Ionia countv .and has

li\'ed here all his life, lie was born on a pioneer farm in ('anii)bell town-

ship on l'"ebruary 4, IiStS, son of .\masa S. ;uid I'ruella (Lyon) While,

pioneer residents of this comity, tlie f(jnncr of whom was :\ n.itive of New
^'ork state and the latter of ( )hio. The Whites arc of Welsh origin, .\inasa

.^. White's grandfather h.aving conic Id this countrv in colonial davs, not

long before the W'.ar of the Revolution. I lis son. .Ste])lien White, was a

st)ldier in the W;ir of iSij, for which service he received a laiul w.arraiit

from tlic goxenimeiil. .Stephen White was born and reared in Wayne countv,

Xew ^'(lrk, and there he married and reared his faniilv. lie .ind his wife

were the ]);irents ol ten children, three sons and seven daughters, .\nias;i .S.,
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Santord. William, lulna, Roxie. Hannah, [-"annif. Kelief, .\nna and .Mar-

guerite, the latter of wlioni died in girlhood. When Sanford While was

grown to manhood his father sent him to Michigan with the government's

land warrant for the purpose of entering a claim on the same and he located

a tract in Campbell township, this county. Almut 1X50 Stephen White and

his wife and their other sons and one daughter. I'dna. came to Michigan

and established their home on the homestead which Sanford White had

entered, the other daughters having marrietl and remained in Xew ^"ork,

Of these children all lived to ripe nld ages, save Aniasa. who died al the

age of fift\-seven years.

Amasa S. \\ bite was well grown when he came Id Michigan with his

parents and he took an active part in the work of de\ eloping the homestead

farm, .\bout 1853 or 1856 he married Priulella Lyon, daughter of llenry

and Sarah ( T'isk ) L\'on. both nf whom were born in 1803, and who had

C(ime to Michigan from Xew York, settling in this county about the time

the Whites arri\ed here. Amasa S. White later came into possession of

eighty acres of his father's homestead farm in section j, Canipl>ell town-

ship, and there he spent the remainder of his life. He and his wife were

the parents of four children, of whom the subject of this biogra])hical sketch

was the eldest, the others being Mrs. Roxie Stockford, Mrs. Mary Kimball,

deceased, and Mr--. Martha Hess.

Reuben H. White was reared on the homestead farm and received iiis

schooling in the district school in that neighborhood. He earlv took u\) the

work of brick and stone niascinr\- and ]ilastering and became a very com-

petent workman in that line, presently engaging in general contracting along
that line, from the \er\- start making a success of his business. After his

father's death he bought the home farm and there established his home.

su])ervising the work of the farm while carrxing on his building operations.

and there he remained until 1904, in which year he retired from the farm,

bought a good residence property in ("Iarks\ille and moved to town, where

he ever since has made his hoiue. Mr. White has been a \'crv successful

ma.son and has erected all the brick business houses in ( 'larks\-illc except one.

besides which he has built twehe brick residences throughout the county.

He also has built business houses at Saranac, T-ake Odessa, (•"reciiort and

other places and is widely know^n as a contractor hereabout. Mr. Wliite

is a Democrat and has ever given a gorxl citizen's attention to local political

affairs, init has never been an aspirant for public office. He is a stockholder

in the Co-operative Creamen' Com])any of Clarks\'ille. which concern he
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helped to organize, and in other ways has dune his part in prunujting the

general interests of his home community.
On December 29, 1880, l^euljen 11. White was united in marriage to

Ida Champlain, who was born un a farm m Kcenu township, this cuunt\-,

Feljruary 10, i86o, daughter of John Xorman and Sarah ( l)emareej I'ham-

plain, prominent residents of that i>art of the county, further mention of

whom is made elsewhere in this volume, and to this union three children

have been born, namely: Ra)- li., born on January 15, i88_>, who married

Mamie Gunderson and has one child, V'ernice
;
Cora Alice, .Xuvember 14,

1883, who married Seymour Ha\en and has one child, a son, Richard S.,

and Neva Blanche, February ly, 1887, who married Lewis Cool and has

two children, Glennie L. and Ida M. Tiie Whites take a proper part in

the various social acti\ities of their home neighljorbood and have done

much toward promoting the common welfare thereabout. .\lr. White is a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of the Knights of

the Maccabees, in the ati'airs of which he takes a warm interest, and both he

and his wife are members of the Daughters of Rebekah.

EMERY TOWNSEND.

Emery Townsend, one of Ionia count_\'s best-known farmers rmd stock-

men, proprietor of "'l"he livergreens," a fine farm of four hundred and

seventy acres in Ionia township, admirably situated on rural route Xo. 7,

om of Ionia, is a native son of Ionia county and has li\ed here all his

life. He was born in a log cabin on a pioneer farm in section 32, Ionia

township, Noveinioer n). 1863, son of Steward and I'.liza ( Tuttle I Town-

send, well-known and prominent fii^ures among the earliest settlers of that

part of the county, further and detailed reference to whose ])art in the

de\'elo|)nient of the iieighborbodd in wliich ibey established their home is

m;ule in a biogra])hical sketch relating lo their youngest son. lul S. Town-

send, brother of the subject of this sketch, set out elsewhere in this volume,

to which the .-ittention nf the reader is res])ectlull\ direi'ted in this connection.

I'.mery Townsend w;is reared on the old home larni in the southern

part of Ionia townshi]). remaining at home until he was growu. b'or •-even

years he was in iiartnership with liis brother ImI. nian.affing the farm nf

three huiKh'ed ;ni(l tbirt\-se\en acres, while bis brother handled the live-

stock end of the t'nter])rise. When thirty years of ;ige Mr. Townsend m;u"-
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ried Lucy Mattison Greene, daughter of Daniel J. and Lucy (Mattison)

Greene, who were owners of "The Evergreens," one of the best farms in

this county, and after his marriage sold his farm and assumed the manage-
ment of "The Evergreens," Mr. and Mrs. Greene having retired and were

living in Ionia. In 1905 Mr. Townsend bought the old Hubbell farm of

eighty acres in section i, Ionia township, just across the road from "The

E\ergreens," and later bought forty acres north of his present farm and in

the fall of 1909 lx)ught seventy acres just south of the old Greene home,

locally known as the Cyrus N. Stone farm, on which were two houses, a

barn and a tool house. On the Hubbell place there also was a residence and

a full set of farm buildings. Early in igio Mr. Townsend further added

to his holdings by the purchase of the two hundred acres comprising ''The

Evergreens," the old Greene farm, on which he had made his home ever

since his marriage, and is now the pro])rietor of a fine farm of four hundred

and seventy acres surrounding his beautiful home in section 2, Ionia town-

ship. On the old Greene homestead there are three tenant houses, three

sets of barns, with tool houses and outbuildings to match and three huge
silos, twenty feet in diameter. Eroni 1894 to 1908 Mr. Townsend and his

father-in-law- were partners in the management of "The Evergreens." It

was during this period that many improvements were made, including the

remodeling of the barns. Both Mr. Greene and Mr. Townsend possessed

ability in a marked degree and this was made manifest in the extension of

facilities and general improvement during their partnership. The house is

piped for hot and cold water, operated by a compressed-air system and is

lighted with gas, gas also being used for cooking, the gas being made in a

private plant.

Mr. Townsend has long made a specialty of feeding live stock, jjaying

particular attention to sheep, and annually fattens alx)ut four thousand

sheep, buying his lambs in the West and feeding them for the market,

handling more than twenty carloads of corn, part of which he sells.

He also feeds and shijis considerable (|urmtities of cattle and hogs during
the course of a year and has made a decided success of his operations in

that connection. His fine home, "The Evergreens," is a large brick house,

surrounded by spacious grounds, beautifully shaded, there being seventeen

varieties of trees on the law-n. Mr. Townsend is an ardent Prohibitionist

and for years has been one of the most active workers in that cause in his

neighlxjrhood. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and he and

his wife are earnest members of the Methodist church, actively interested

in all good works in their communitv.

(25a)
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Mrs. Townsend's parents, I )aniel j.
( irct-iie and wife, now li\in<;-

comfortably retired in a very pleasant home at 428 Union street. Ionia,

founded "The Evergreens" and lived there until seven years prior to their

daughter's marriage to Mr. Townsend, when they moved to Ionia, leaving

the management of the farm to Mr. Townsend wln) later liought it, as noted

above. Daniel j. Greene was born in Stephentown, Rensselaer county, New
York, October 16, 1834, son of Joseph and Urana (Hall) Greene, and was

reared on a farm. When twenty-five years of age he came to Michigan,

arri\'ing in Ionia the night of the !)(imb;irdment of Ft. Sumter. He bought
an eighty-acre tract in section 2. Ionia township, and there established his

home, gradually adding to the same until he had developed one of the best

farms in the countv, "The Evergreens." Before coming here Mr. Greene

had married, August 2Q, i860, Lucy P. Mattison, who was born in Berlin

township, Rensselaer county. New York, daughter of Allen J. and I.ucv

(Thomas) Mattison, who later also came to Ionia county, -\llen J. Mattison

and his son, Daniel j., bu\ing a farm of three hundred acres in Ronald

townshi]), now the home of Daniel J. Mattison. To Mr. and Mrs. Greene

but one child was born, a daughter. Lucy M.. who married Kmcrv Town-

send.

ANSELM VETTER.

.'\nselm \'etter. a well-known an<l well-to-do retired farmer of this

county, now living comfortaJjly retired in the pleasant village of Clarksville,

is a native of Germany, but has been a resident of the United States since

1871. He was born in Baden on b\'bru;ir\' 16. 1844. son of George and

Frances (Seeberman) \'etter, farming people, who spent all their lives in

their nati\e province and who were the parents of eight children, three .sons

and five daughters.

.•\nselm \'etter was reared on a farm in leaden and worked there as a

f.armer until he was twentv-seven vears old. wlu'ii. in 1871, he came to the

United States with a \'iew to establishing himself in a somewhat better

condition in the New World than he reasonabK- could hope to attain in the

old couiUrv. He had saved np (|uiti' a little- sum of monev with which to

make a start over here, but his purse was stolen from his berth on the \essel

on the way over and he landed at the port of \ew "S'ork with just fi\e cents

in his pocket. On the night following his l;mding he slept on the beach, not

having monev with which to pav for a 1)ed. and for several da\s was com-
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pelled to get along on very short rations. Presently he secured work on a

JSIassachusetts farm and there he remained for seven months, receiving

eighteen dollars a month for his labor. He then went to Erie county, New

York, where he secured a position on a farm near Buffalo and he remained

with that farmer for three years, at the end of which time he secured

employment with another farmer, witli whom he remained for seven years.

In the meantime he had been saving his wages and in 1882 came to Michi-

gan for the purpose of bu_\ing a farm and establishing a home of his own,

he having taken unto himself a wife the year before. He settled in Kent

county and there bought a tract of land which he improved and presently

sold at a profitable advance, buying another and better place, which he also

later sold at an ad\ance and then repeated the operation with another farm,

each time realizing several hundreds of dollars on his investment. Along
in the nineties he came o\er into Ionia county and bought a farm of eighty

acres in Campbell township, where be lived and was quite |)r(ifital)ly engaged
in farming until KJ14, in which year he sold the farm, bought his present

pleasant home in Clarksxille and retired from the active labors of life,

since then making his home in Clarksville, where he and his wife are very

pleasantly situated. Mr. \etter is a (juiet, imassuming citizen and has

never taken an active part in political affairs. He has voted the Republi-

can ticket ever since becoming a citizen of the United States, but has never

desired or sought public office.

In 1 88 1 Anselm N'etter was united in marriage to Lydia E. Wells,

who was born in Minnesota and whose great-grandfather, a native of Scot-

land, was a general in the patriot army during the Revolutionary War,

serving under General Washington. To this union one child was born, a

son, who died when three months i)ld. Mrs. Lydia \'etter died in 1895
and in March, 1897, Mr. Vetter married, secondly, Mrs. Hannah (John-

son) Barker, widow of Francis Barker, to whose first marriage one child

had been born, a daughter, Maud, who married Clarence Shopbell, and died

on November 10. 1903, leaving one child, a daughter, Goldie. Mrs. Vetter

was born, Hannah Johnson, in Berlin, Canada, November 13, 1851, daugh-
ter of Enos and Sarah (Staufferj Johnson, natives, respectively, of Penn-

sylvania and Canada. Enos Johnson moved from Pennsylvania to Canada
when a boy with his parents and there he grew to manhood and married

.Sarah .Stauft'er. In 1853 he and his family came over the Ixjrder into

Michigan and established their home in Kent county, where Mr. and Mrs.

Johnson spent the remainder of their lives. They were the parents of ten

children, three sons and seven daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Vetter take a
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quiet interest in community affairs in the Clarksville neighborhood and

perforin their part in ])romoting the common good. Mrs. Vetter is a mem-
ber of the VVesleyan Methodist church and takes an active interest in the

good works of the same. Mr. \'etter is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, with which he became connected more than thirt\-

years ago, and has ever taken a warm interest in the affairs of that po]Hi-

lar fraternal organization.

FRANK E. RICHARDS.

Frank E. Richards, a former well-known merchant of Clark,sville, this

county, and who since 1897 has been postmaster of that town, is a native

son of Michigan, having been born in Kent county, this state, August 7,

1863, son of the Rev. David A. and Eliza ( hinch) Richards, natives of

New York state, who came to Michigan about 1850. The Rev. David A.

Richards was a minister of the Wesleyan Methodist church and for more

than fifty years was active in the pulpit. When the Civil War broke out

he enlisted as a private in the Michigan Light Artillery and later was detailed

as a nurse at Fortress Monroe, in which capacity he served until the close

of the war. Upon returning to Michigan at the conclusion of his military

service, Mr. Richards settled at Clarksville, this county, where he estab-

lished his home and where he spent his last days. The Rev. David A.

Richards was a man of great activity in the cause of the church and estal>

lished several churches throughout this county, including the church at

Clarksville, Saranac and West Berlin, in addition to labors on behalf of the

church in neighboring counties. In 1887 he was sent by the conference of

his church to California as missionary to that district and performed a

great service there. He and his wife were the parents of six children, of

whom the subject of this sketch was the last born.

i'Vank E. Richards received his education in the schools of Clarks\ille

and Saranac and early began teaching school. For five years he was thus

engaged and then he began working in the stores of Clarksville, Brighton

and (ireen Oak, acquiring an excellent mercantile training. For eighteen

months he was engaged as a bookkeeper in a nc\\s])apcr oflicc at Manistee

and while thus engaged was stricken down with a serious illness. He
returned to his home at Clarksville and for some time his recovery was in

doubt, but he prcsentiv recovered and in the fall of 1803 engaged in the

mercantile business at Clarksville, where he established a general store. In
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1897 he received the appointment as postmaster of Clarks\ille. and has ever

since held that office. In 1905 lie sold his store in order to devote his whole

attention to his official duties. During a considerable portion of this time

he also performed the duties of town clerk, to which office he was elected

in 1894 and was continuously re-elected thereafter until he had held the

office for fifteen years. He also has served for several years as a member

of the school board, and in all his pul)lic service has ever been mindful of

the common good. For ten years, or until the disbanding of the organiza-

tion in 1914, Mr. Richards was secretary of the Postmasters League of

Michigan and thus became one of the best-known postmasters in the state.

On April 20, 1886, in Livingston county, this state, Frank E. Richards

was united in marriage to Mary Tanner, who was born at Marshfield, in

Athens count}-. Ohio, April 10. 1866. and to this union two children have

been born, Maud, who married Frank Sewall, of Grand Rapids, and has

two children, Elizabeth and Gordon, and Lucile, a former teacher in the

Clarksville schools, who is now qualifying for the profession of a trained

nurse. Mr. and Mrs. Richards are members of the Congregational church,

of which Mr. Richards is a trustee, and take an active part in local good
works. Mr. Richards is a member of the local lodges of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows and of the Knights of the Maccabees and takes a

warm interest in the affairs of those organizations.

LEROY A. SCOVILLE.

Leroy A. Scoville, one of Ionia county's best-known and most influen-

tial citizens, for many years an extensive farmer and stock dealer in Cam])-
bell town.ship. now living retired in the i)leasant town of Clarksville, this

county, is a native of Ohio, having been Ixjrn in Marion county, that state,

March 20, 1843, .son of A.shel A. and Mary (Lanca.ster) Scoville, both

natives of that same state, the Scovilles in this countrv being of English
and Welsh descent and the Lancasters of .Scottish origin, both families

represented in the parentage of the subject of this sketch dating back to

Puritan days in Xew F.ngland.

.'Xshel A. Scoville was a farmer in Ohio and in 1853 he came with
his family from Erie county, Ohio, to Michigan, settling in Camplx'll town-

ship, this county. The family drove through on the old Clinton trail, Mr.
Scoville driving a team attached to the big wagon, his wife and young
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(laughter riding in a single buggy, the son, Leroy, then a lad of about ten

years of age, walking all the way, driving the cattle. The horses driven by

the Scovilles were the first horses brought into Campbell township and

were among the first brought to Ionia county, the earlier settlers having

been getting along with oxen, as better adapted to the rough hauling of the

deep timber. Ashel A. Scoville bought eighty acres of land one-half mile

north of where the village of Clarksville later sprang up and there he

established his home. From the very beginning of his residence in this

county he took an active part in the simple public life of that time and at

once became aman of large local influence. His wife died in the fall of

i860 and he dietl the following spring, leaving two children, survivors of

the four which had been liorn to them and of whom the sultject of this

sketch was the eldest.

Leroy A. Scoville was eighteen years of age at the time of his father's

death and he thereafter tnuk care of his younger sister until her marriage.

After his father's death he took his sister back to Ohio and he then went

to Missouri, where he had an uncle living, and in October of that year,

1861, he enlisted for service against the guerillas in Company F, First Mis-

souri Cavalry. The following Feljruary this company of calavry was mus-

tered into the regular service of the United States and Mr. Scoville served

until the close of the war, being mustered out in April, 1865, with the rank

of orderly sergeant, the highest rank of the non-commissioned officers. His

service was confined to points west of the Mississippi river and during a

part of this time was in the army of General Fremont. During his resi-

dence in Missouri, Mr. Scoville was a neighbor of the James familv, after-

ward so notorious in the criminal annals of the West, and was cpiite a good
friend of one of the James girls: he often recalling in after life how the

later notorious Jesse James was wont to act as intermediary in carrving

letters from his sister to the young Northerner. Upon the conclusion of

his military service, Mr. .Scoville returned to Michigan, but in i80() went

to California, where he bought and leased a considerable tract of land in

the Sacramento valley and there he remained for four years. While there

his sister, Jennie, married Charles Clark, a native of New Hampshire.
In i87_^ Mr. .Sco\ille returned to Michigan and took charge of the

old Scoville homestead in Campbell townshi]), this count\', fanning the

same with such success that he jiresently began to enlarge his holdings,

eventually becoming the owner of a fine farm of li\e hundred .acres. He
also engaged extensively in the live-stock business and it was not long until

he was generally recognized ;ts one of the most su1)Stantial farmers ;uid
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business men in Ionia county. I^'roin the very beginning hi.s interest in his

home neighlioriiood proved a powerful incentive to Mr. Scoville's course

in relation to all movements affecting- the general welfare of the people of

that part of the countv, and it is conceded that his influence in local aft'airs

and his acti\it\' in behalf of the common good thereabout did ver\' much

toward the development of that community. Mr. Scoville has always voted

the Republican ticket and ior many years has taken an active and influential

part in local politics. He has been justice of the peace for twenty-five or

thirtv \'cars and in i8c)6 was his party's candidate for representative from

this district in the state Legislature, Init was defeated witli the rest of the

ticket.

In Februarv. iSC)/, in tliis c(iunt\-. I.eroy .\. Scoville was miited in

marriage to Martha J. Hogle, who w-as born in Ohio and who came to

Michigan with her parents. Hiram Hogle and wife, in 1866, the family

settling' in this county. To this union five children were born, as follow :

James L., Eugene, Claud \\.. who married I,illian Blough: Dr. Glenn H.. a

veterinar\' surgeon, of ('larks\ille. who married bethel Smith, and bred R.,

who died when fourteen years of age. The mother of these children died

in November. igi2. and on Feljruarv 24, IQ15. Air. Scoville inarried. sec-

ondly, in .\lpena county, this state, Mrs. Johanna E. (Deadman) Johnson,

widow of luigene S. Jobn>on, to whom she was married on Jtuie 26. 1902,

and W'ho died on June u, 1907, without issue. Airs. Scoville was a school

teacher for more than twent\- years and holds a teacher's life certificate in

Michigan and high credits in the state of Wisconsin, her special work in

pedagogy having been in the de])artment of nature studies, in which she had

a high standing during the years of her acti\e wijrk in the school room.

Mrs. J(jhnson was born. Johanna Deadman. in the city of London,

Ontario, daughter of William H. and Christina (McKay) Deadman. natives,

respectively, of Oxford. England, and huerness. Scotlrmd. both of whom
had gone to Canada in their youth with their parents and were married

there in 1852. William H. Deadman was the son of Jacob Deadman, who
was the ff)under of the famous Deadman Veterinary Remedy Company,
of England, and was associated with his father in tb.il business. Of his

( ight sons, seven l)ecame veterinary surgeons and the eighth also studied

along the same lines, Init did not become a jiractitioner. Tt is notable that

the sons of these seven surgeons are now following in the same line that

has made the name Deadman famous in veterinary lore for generations,

the company bearing that name having the reputation of being the best of

its kind in the world. Mr, Scoville is a Mason and was one of the organ-
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izers of the lodge of that order at Clarksxille. He has been a Mason for

more than hftv years and now enjoys the distinction of having been created

a life nieml)er of tliat ancient order.

FRKD H. \'.\\'DERHEYDEN.

Fred IT. \ anderHexden, nne of the prominent men of Ionia, Michi-

gan, is the son of Wilhani H and i'"mil\- K. (Wood) N'anderHexden. and

was born in Ionia.

WilHam H. V^anderHeyden was a native of Xew York state, and his

wife was born in Detroit, Michigan. They were tiie parents of the foUow-

ing children: William M,, who is deceased; Ella M., who is the wife of

H. B. Welil)er, of Ionia; Dora K.. who is the wife of Dr. A. H. Holiday,

of Long Beach. California, and hVed H., who is the subject of this sketch.

William H. VanderHe\'den, the father of the subject of this sketch,

was born and raised in Herkimer county. New York, and always followed

the manufacturing of bricks after he was of age. He was an early settler

in Ionia, where he established a brick-\ard and later bought the nld Thinnas

Cornell brick-yard, which he sold to his son, hVed, in i8q2. He then ran

a br.anch yard at Big Rajjids for several years, and had other interests. He
died in Ionia on August i6, 1910, at the age of seventy-four years. His

wife still sur\i\es him. His father and mother were lioth natives of Xew
York state. They both died in New \'ork. she in middle life, and he about

the age of ninety years. They had a good-sized family: William 11..

George, Daniel, Lavencia. and otlu-rs. The father of I'.miK l'".. iW'ood)

VanderHeyden was John Wood. He lixed near Detroit for many years.

He was also a brick manufacturer.

Fred IT. VanderFIeyden, the subject of this sketch, wa-- Imrn in Ionia

and has aU\a\s Ii\ed there. He attended the public schools ;uid later took

a course in ;i business college. Me learned the brick manutacturing business

luider his father, and at the age of tv.entv-out.- he bought the brick-yard of

his father and has conducted the business himself e\er siui-e. The annual

output from his wards is from three to tour million lirick^. .iml man\' of the

houses of Ionia are l)uilt from the brick manufactured by liiui. (^n January

23, iHgs, he was married to Eleanor M. Clark. She was born in Muske-

gon, but her parents were natives of Indiana and her mother is now living

at Muskegon. TIhtc were four cTiildreii in the t,iuiil\ : Marg.aret. who is
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tlie wife of A. G. Dearlioni, of Muskegon; l'",leaniir, who is the wife of the

suhject of this sketch; Jessie, who is the wife of R. E. Moon, of Muske-

gon, and Robert C. Mrs. X'anderHeycien's maternal grandfather was W'el-

hngton C. Clark, of Crown J'oint, huHana, and his wife was Mary C.

(Hackley) Clark. They both died at the age of une hundred years. Mr.

Clark was the historian for his jiart of the country. He was a pioneer there

anil was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. They had a small family.

Mr. \"anderHeyden is a member of the Mcidern \\'oodmen of .\merica,

and also a member of the ^Maccabees. He is a Demm-rat in jxilitics.

ARTHUR L. FRANCIS.

The name of .\rthur I.. bTancis, postmaster at Portland, and publisher'

of the Observer, needs no introduction to the people of Ionia county, for

he has for some time been a conspicuous local figure, although yet quite a

young man. He was born in Portland, Michigan. March 8, i8qi, and is a

son of Fred L. and Dora (Sterling) Francis, both n(j\\ living at Grcenx'ille.

Michigan. To these ])arents two children were born, Arthur L., the subject

of this review, and Marguerite, who is a graduate of the Portland high

school and lives in Greenville.

The gentleman whose name forms the caption of this article was edu-

cated in the pul>lic schools of Portland, and when fourteen years old he

entered the office of the Portland Rez'iezv for the purpose of learning the

I)rinter"s trade. From "devil'' he worked his way up to a responsiljle [xisi-

tion, and when eighteen years old went to Chicago, where he was connected

with the L'ity Press .Association for three months and also being employed

by the Kenfield-Leach Publishing Company, of that city. He remained

with this firm until he returned to Portland, in tiie fall of 1910, on Septem-
ber 26 of which \car he ])urchaseil the Ob.s'cr^-cr. which be has since edited

and published with success, greatly im|)roving its ap]>earance from a mechan-

ical standpoint, increasing its circulation and rendering it one of the best

country newspapers in the state.

-Xrthnr P. I'rancis was married on May 21. igij. in Portland, to Ruth

I. Lockwood, a native of that place, where she grew up and was educated

in the pul)lic schools, graduating from the local high school. To this mar-

riage one child has been born. Maxine June bVrnicis, whose birth occurretl

on June 6, 1914.
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rolitically. Mr. I'rancis is a Democrat and he is active personallv as

such. He lias been chairman of the township committee, and on March 5,

1915, he was appointed postmaster at Portland, a position he is holding

with eminent satisfaction to the people and the department. Fraternally,

he belongs to I'ortland I^odge No. 31, Free and .\ccepted Masons; Port-

land Chapter No. 39. Royal .\rcli Masons, and Lodge No. 199. Independent
Order of Odd h'ellows. His wife belongs to the Order nt the luistern Star.

JEFFERSON ROBINSON.

It is a pleasure to look over a farm th;it is well kept and scientifically

managed—everything in ship-shape and showing system and good taste—
like that owned by Jefferson Robinson on rural route No. 42, Clarksville,

Ionia county, Michigan. He was born in Kent county, Michigan, one mile

north of Lowell. .Vjiril 4, 1844, and is a son of Lucas and Delilah (Shaw)
Robinson, both natives of the same county in New York state, where they

grew up and were married, later coming to Michigan and locating in Ottawa

count}', but they soon removed to a farm one mile north of the town of

Lowell, where they spent the rest of their lives. Their farm there con-

sisted of one hundred and sixty acres anil was one of the best in the county.

The father was a Democrat, and he was for some time supervisor of his

township and ser\ed as justice of the peace a numl)er of times. His family

consisted of six children, only two of whom survive, namely: Jefferson, the

subject of this sketch; .\llen makes his home at Lowell, Michigan; John T.,

wIkj spent his life as a farmer, is now deceased; Seth L., who was also a

farmer, is dece.-ised : Horace owned the farm, on which lefferson lixes. at

the time of his death; Eunice, deceased, w;is the wife of 1'.. R. Crow, of

Lowell, Michigan.

Jefferson Robinson was reared on the farm in Kent county. Michigan,
and educated in the ])nblic schools, after which he turned his .ittention to

general farming, which he has carried on to the jjresent time, with the

exception of live years s])enl in the lumber business at .Sand lake, and also

five years spent in the lumber business in Crawford county, Ohio; also

went to Texas and engaged in the real-estate business two years. Returning
to ioni.'i count\-, Michigan, he engaged in farming there for a period of

thirty-one _\ears, then returned to Texas, where he s]ient six xears. then

came back to Ionia count}- and purchased his pre--eiu phice. "Maple (iro\-e
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Farm." consisting of one hinulred and t\vent\- acres, located seven miles

southeast of Lowell. This place was left to him by .Mrs. Isaiielle Kohinsou,

wife of his brother, Horace Robinson, at the time of her death. She was
born in the state of X'ermont and was a daughter of W'orster and Polly

English. She came to Ionia county, Michigan, with iier parents, the fam-

ily locating on the above named farm. She spent the rest of her life on

this farm, dying without issue, at the advanced age of eightv-two vears,

having lived here eighty years.

Jefferson Robinson married Ellen J. Cook in 1SO7, who was burn in

the state of Xew York. April 5, 1843. and is a daughter of William and

Sarah (Bennette) Cook. Her father was a well-to-do farmer in New ^'ork.

She was only a year old when, in 1844, her uncle brought her to Michigan,

locating at Lodi. She received a good education in the public schodls and

the seminary at Ypsilanti. from which institution she was graduated, after

which she taught for several years, including the schools of Grand Rapids
and Lowell.

Three children have been Ijorn to Mr. and Mrs. Robinson, namely:
L. D., who was educated in the public schools of Ionia, including a busi-

ness course, is now li\ing at \'alasco, Texas, where he is engaged in farm-

ing and truck growing: William H., who was married, died in 1898, leav-

ing a daughter. Ellen ]\L. a graduate of the high school at Los .'\ngeles,

California, also of a normal school, who is the wife of Edward Roberts, a

manufacturer of women's apparel at Los Angeles; Charles, the third child,

died in infancy.

Politically. Mr. Robinson is a Democrat, but he has never been active

in iniblic affairs or held office.

Pb:RRV C. b'Rl'.I'lM.W.

One of the painstaking farmers of Boston township, Ionia county, is

Perry C. h'reeman. who was born in (Orleans township, near Long lake,

Ionia county, September g, 18^7. He is a son oi C. J. and Lucetta M.

(Thiim])son) |-'reeman, lidtli iiali\es of Alexander. Xew ^'ork. wiure they

grew up, attended school and were married. They came to Michigan about

1846, the father entering eighty acres from the government in Orleans

t(jvvnship, Ionia county, on which he lived three years, then sold nut. lie

became owner of several f;irm> here, purchasing them in a wild state and
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iinpruving them, then selling nut at a good price. He finally moved to

Grand Rapids, Init later came hack to this county. He owned the farm

where the state hospital at Ionia is located. After selling that place to the

state he retired to the city of Ionia, where he spent the rest of his life. He

was a money maker and a well-known and highly-respected citizen. He

belonged to the rresl)yterian church. The birth of C. J. Freeman occurred

on October lo, 1826, and he died on December 29, 1890: his wife was born

on March 4, 1826, and died on November 6, 1898. They were the parents

of nine children, five of whom survive, namely : Alonzo O. lives in Ionia

and is a traveling salesman: I':ffie A. is the wife of L. C. W'ardon, of Ionia;

William J., a painter and decorator, lives in Portland, Oregon: Nettie was

the wife of John F. Whitmyer; and Perry C, the subject of this sketch.

Perry C. iM-eeman was reared on the home farm where he worked

when a boy, and he received his education in the i)ublic schools and the

Ionia high school. He taught school for a while, then turned his attention

to farming, which he has continued to the present time.

On October 6, 1872, Perry C. Freeman married Ruth A. Hall, daugh-

ter of Toshua S. and Sarah A. Hall, a native of Ionia township, this county,

born on the farm which her father entered from the government. She

was born on I'ebruary 13. 1853. Later her parents located in Orleans

township, where she attended the district and high schools, and she taught

one term of school. Mr. and Mrs. Freeman began housekeeping on the

farm of his father, where they remained three )ears, then moved to Boston

townshij) on his ninety-acre farm, where they sjient twenty years. ;uid in

1897 moved to Mrs. i'Veenian's present farm of one hundred ami forty

acres. In connection with general farming he is a l)reeder of Ranil)ouillet

sheep, and he keeps an excellent grade of live stock of all kinds, lie is a

stockholder in the Lowell State Bank, also a stockholder in the .\ulomatic

.\ation;i] .Music Comjiany.

To Mr. and Mrs. breeman eleven children have been born, eight of

whom survive, namely: Mae is the wife of Rev. W. .\. Alinty, of I^'ort

Dodge, Iowa, where he is pastor of the I'irst Congregaticinal church: i'.elle

R, is the wife of \'.. D. Collar, an ;uictioneer. and the\ live in the city of

Ionia: Nemma J. is single and formerly engaged m leaching: John 1'. is

farming in Boston township: b'rank S. is farming on the old home ])lace:

Carrie F., who was graduated from the district schools, is the wite <it R.

A. Kyser and thev live in Boston township; \''erne .\., who was graduated

from the schools of i'>ig Rajjids and the Michigan Agricultural College.
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formerly taught school in Bad Axe, is now farming in lloston township;

Emery W., who was graduated from the Saranac high school, is umnarried.

Mr. Freeman and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church,

in which lioth are active workers and lil)eral supporters. They also hcloni;

to the Grange. He was formerK- a mcin])er of the ciuuity committee. I'oli-

ticallv. he is a Republican.

ALBERT P. BURR.

An advocate of advanced methods of farming is A. P. Burr, of Boston

township, Ionia county, and he is therefore succeeding at his chosen voca-

tion. He was born in Livingston county, Michigan, near Howell, July ii.

1848, and is a son of John W. and Elvira (Plato) Burr. The father was

a native of Connecticut. The Burr history has been traced back through

many generations to English stock. John W. Burr removed with his par-

ents to New York state when seventeen years of age, and in a short time

went on to Livingston county, Michigan, where his parents spent the rest

of their lives. After their death, John Winton Burr removed from the

homestead on which he had teen reared to a place of his own near North-

ville, Wayne county. Michigan. He was married there to a Miss Shay and

two children were born to them, James, who died while a soldier in the

Civil War, and Jane, who is the wife of W. Gushing, of Alta Loma, Texas.

After the death of the wife and mother at an early age, Mr. Burr went

l)ack to Livingston county, but retained his farm in Wayne county. While

in Livingston cotmty he met and marriefl Elvira Plato, and the\' went to

live on his farm in Wayne cotmty about 1850, and lived there until their

son. A. P. Burr, was about fifteen vears old, when thev sold out and

bought eighty acres in Ionia county. It was wild land. Iiiit he iniproxed il

and added to it until he had a line farm of one hundred and sixty acres, on

which he spent the rest of his life, dying in i88j, his wirlow surviving until

1884. Besides the subject of this sketch they were the parents of Alma L.,

who niarricd E. J. Marsh, an attorney of Big Rapids, Michigan; she became

a highly eflucated woman.

:\. P. Burr grew up on his father's farm, helping clear the first eighty,

on which land he settled after his marriage, and here he has since resided.

The place contains one hundred and ten acres, which he has kept well

improved and well tilled. Mr. P.urr has always been a great lover of fine



398 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

horses and he was one of the lirst tu introchice Duroc-Jersey and Mule Foot

hof^s in this section.

Jn Noveml)er, 1860, A. 1'. lUirr was married to Anna Remington, a

daughter of W illiani and Ann Jeanette ( Mood ) Remington, and to this

union ten children w ere born, nanielx' : Arthur, a traveling salesman, lives

in Grand Rapids; Jeanette, deceased, was the wife of Dr. Fred Joslin, of

Big Rapids, Michigan: Mae is tlie wife of Lewis Pratt and they live in

Nashville, Michigan; Charlie makes his home in I'ontiac, Michigan; Alma

is the wife of Dell Grcmlx, whd runs an art and music store in Green Bay,

Wisconsin; Silas died in infancy; Letha is the wife of Frank Hakes, of

Lowell, Michigan; j<ihn died when eight months old; June is the wife of

hiovd Behler, a go\ernment iusijector, li\ing at Nashville, Michigan; Bess,

who was graduated from the normal at Big Rapids, is teaching school in

Nashville. The mother of the above named children died in igo6, and on

|une 24, 1909, Mr. Burr was united in marriage with Mrs. Hannah (Rem-

ington) Hobhs, widow of W. F. Hobbs. She was the mother of two

children bv her first husband, namely; Nellie Hobbs, born in 1874, became

the wife of Bert Morgan, of I'ennsylvania, and is now deceased; Harold

K. fiobbs, born in iN(Si, lives in New Castle. For several years Mr. and

Mrs. Hobbs had an undertaking and furniture business at Bellaire, Michi-

gan, and they lived in iMtzgerald, Georgia, when \V. F. Hobbs died.

I'oliticalh', Mr. Burr is a Democrat. He has long been a school direc-

tor ui ids district, and has lilled all the school offices. He belongs to the

Independent Order of Odd F'ellows, Lodge No. IJ5, at Clarksville. ?Jr.

and Mrs. Burr are members of the Congregational church and he is a

trustee.

JOSEPH F. riNKlLAM, M. D.
,

Dr. Joseph F. T'inkham, one of the best-known physicians of this county,

who has been engaged m the practice of his profession at Belding since

1892, is a native of the luiglisli dominion across the border to the north,

h;iving been Imrn cm a f.arni in the neighbt)rhood of Richwood, in O.xtord

county, (Jntario, Januar\' _•, iN()o, son of \\'illi;un luid b'sther (Muma)
I'inkham, the former a nati\e of Massachusetts and the latter of Ontario.

Tlu- i'inkham family of which Doctor Pinkhani is a member is

descended from Richard I 'inlsh;tni. who I;mded at l'l\inouih Rock from the

"Mavllowcr" in ]b20. one of the most actiw members of that v.aliant band
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of I'ilyriins, and tlic .successive g'ciKTation.s of hi.s descemlants c\ei" since

liave clone well their i)arts in the widely separated communities in which

they are now represenUtl. William I'inkham was the son of a ship carpen-

ter who moved with his faniil\ I'mni Massachusetts to St. Johns, New
Brunswick, where he plied his trade until his children were well grown,
alter which he emigrated with his family to western Ontario, where he

entered a tract of g'i\ernment land in ( )xlnrd count\' and there estahlished

his home, he and his wife s])ending the remainder of their lives there.

William I'inkham was Imt a cinld when lie moved to St. [ohns and was

well grown w lien the family settled in western Ontario. There he assisted

in clearing the homestead farm ancl there, upon his marriage, he established

his hciine. llis wife. Esther Muma, was born in Brant county, (Ontario,

her parents ha\ing emigrated to that county from Pennsyhania, their

native state, both liaxing been born there, ol Penns\'l\'ania-Dutch descent.

To William and l'",siher (Aluma) Pinkhani eight children were born,

six of whom grew to maturity and four of whom are still lixang, nanieh' :

1'",. v.. of Los .\ngeles, California; (leorge H.. of Hillside, this state;

William, who died in t 'ali fi irni.-i. at the age of thirty-three years; Fred,

who died in California, at the age of twenty years; Jose])h \\, the subject

of this biographical sketch; P'rank, who lives in California; William, who
died in infanc\-. and bdiza, wlm died at the age of ten years. The mother

of these children died in \Hjj ;md William I'inkham married, secondly,

Sarah Ke\ . to which union three children were born. Barley, who died in

Ontario at the age of thirty years; Gordon, who is living in California, and

Winifred, who died in September. 1014. William I'inkham remained on

the old hotuestead f;irm in Ontarin until he was eightv-fi\'e years of age,

after wliieh he moved to ( alifurnia. where his death occurred in December.

1 (
) 1 1 .

b'scph 1-'. rinkbam recei\'ed bis element.ary t'ducation in the schools

in the neighborhood of bis home, .supplementing the same by a course in the

Collegiate Institute at Brimford, Ontario, after which for three \ears he w;is

engaged in teaching school in P.rant county. During this time be h;id

determined upon a medical career and after careful prei>aratory study

entered the nn-diral department i>\ Torontri Universitw \r<i\u which he was

graduated, after a four-years course, on June r, I<S92, with the degree of

Doctor of Medicine. Thus admirably e(piipped for the practice of his noble

profession. Doctor I'inkham came to Michigan, o|:)ened an office at Belding,

in this county, and has ever since been \ery successful!}- engaged in practice

in that city.
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On October i6, 1895, Dr. Joseph F. I'iiikliani was united in marriage
to Lydia L. Carnalian, dauohter of Daniel Carnahan and wife, of South

Haven, this state, and to this union five children have been born, as follow :

Esther, who was gradu.ated from the Belding high school with the class of

1916; brank, a student in the same school; William, also in .school; Ruth,

who died at the age of three years, and Joseph ]•"., Doctor and Mrs. I'ink-

ham are members of the Baptist church and take an earnest interest in the

general social and cultural activities of their home town. The Doctor is a

Democrat, ever taking a g(Jod citizen's interest in political affairs, :uid is a

member of Belding Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, in the affairs of

which he takes a warm interest.

NATHAN BRADLFY HAVES.

The histor\' of Ionia countv is replete with stories of achievement of

men who came intcj this rugged wilderness wresting fame anil fortune and

contributing to the |)ermanency of its institutions and progress. The Hayes

family has ever been one of the dominant factors in all that has tended to

make Ionia county what it is today. Nathan Bradley Hayes, one of the

worthy members of this family, hardly needs introduction to the citizens of

this count}'. l'"ver in the forefront of all popular movements and always

abreast of the best things in the business and social life of Ionia county he

has indeed earned his niche in Ionia's "Hall of Fame."

Mr. Hayes is a descendant of sturdy old New \'ork stock, from which

state s(j many of the early settlers of Ionia count}- came. Hector Hayes,
his father, was a jirominent farmer, who was born in 1804 near Prattslnirg,

New York. His mother, Lucinda ( Warren) Hayes was of good old colonial

stock, born in ( Uniiecticut in iSoO, lia\ing married in Ontario count}'. New
York. Hector tlayes .ami wife and two sons, (ieorge and Bradley, came

to Michigan, settling in North I Mains, Ionia county, that section then being

a dense wilderness, with burr o.-ik in abuud.ance. At that time there was

but one other familv in that township. Tlu-}- underwent the hardships of

the early ijioneers, and endiu'ed m;un- ]iri\ .ations, the elder lla\es carrving

his grain to the grist mill at Marshall, ('.•dboim county, the nearest mill in

that ilav. They were indeed pioneers who buildcd well the foundation for

the comforts enjoyed by the present generation. Nathan B. Hayes grew

up amid these pioneer surrotmdings, schooled in the hartlihood of the times
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and ac(|iiire(l the ruggedness of strenoth anil character that has stood him

so well in life's liattle. He began attending- Olivet Institution at the age

of twenty, remaining there for two years, subsequently renting his father's

farm two years and in the meantime teaching school during the winter.

\t twent\'-four years of age he ac(|uiretl eighty acres of land and immedi-

atel\- began improving it. At the age of twenty-nine he married Mary
Olmsted, of North Plains, daughter of Jay and Anstus (Case) Olmsted,

who came from Onondaga county. New "N'ork, and had settled here at an

early day.

Mr. Hayes earlv began to take a ]>rominent part in shaping the com-

mercial destinies of Ionia county and he was chosen president of the First

Xational Bank of Muir at its organization, filling that office two years,

also l>eing elected as president of the Ionia Co-O])erative Mutual Benefit

Association. When the Grand Rapids and Muir Log-Running Association,

formed during the early luiuber days, was organized he was elected presi-

dent and director, serving 'during its existence. In the educational life of

the county he has contributed much that has been of lasting benefit, from

the time he was twenty-one years of age, when he was elected school trustee

to the present time, always in the forefront in the promotion of the best

educational advantages. As early as 1876 Mr. Hayes was a leader in the

political destinies of the county, in that year being elected to the Legis-

lature on the Republican ticket, running far ahead of his ticket. His service

in the Legislature was notable and while there he was a meml>er of the com-

mittee which investigated the noted Rose-Douglas university case.

/\ histor\- of Ionia county is closely intertwined with that of the lumlier

industry and in the early lum1)ering days Hayes was a name to be reckoned

with in all that concerned lumix-r. It tuight be said that no other man in

the history of this county was more pronu'nently identified with that industry

than the subject of this sketch. Before the Civil War he was heavily inter-

ested in timl)er 1,'mds ,'ind as earlv as 1S80 was manufacturing horn one to

six million feet of lumber annually. With the extinction of the lumber

industry Mr. Ha\es turned his natural t.'dent to other avenues of endeavor

meeting with the same marked success that has been his portion in all his

life's work. When the vast wilderness gave way to blossoming farms Mr.

Hayes was in the forefront of the agriculture life of this county and has

contrilnitefl in time and money to make Ionia county as prosperous a farm-

ing region as it was a lumlter region in the early days. He was one of the

•organizers of the Farmers' Institutes anfl has ever been pronu'ncnt in that

(263)
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work, and has materially encouraged corn growing, offering prizes on his

own initiative as an incentixe for better corn crops. It is notable how
versatile Mr. Hayes has been in his agriculture activit\-, his success as an

apple grower Ijeing well kmiwn n^t tmly in Ionia county but outside the con-

fines of Michigan as well.

In the evening of life Air. Hayes in retrospectit^n can look back over

his life's work with no small degree of pride. His has indeed been a life

of fruitful endeavor and he now enir>ys in travel his well earned years of

leisure and at the same time keeping up his interests in the good works

of Ionia county, which has e\er been dear to his heart and which has l)een

the scene of his life's chronicle.

To Mr. Hayes and wife were born the following- children: George B.,

Hector and Jerry C, all of Detroit, and Austin C, manager of the home

place. Mr. Hayes was a member of the board of control of the reforma-

tories for eight years and serx'ed as president of joint board for a jieriod

of five \ears. These bodies had charge of the Jackson. Marcfuette .and

Ionia reformatories. It is noteworthy that Mr. Hayes had a Bell telephone

before there was an exchange in the state of Michigan, and the first tele-

]>hone in Ionia county was placed in his home and connected him with Muir.

Also he had installed on his farm the first windmill north of wh.at is now

the (jrand Trunk railroad, which passes through Ionia coinit\-.

Mr. Hayes is president of the Ionia County I'ioneer Society, an office

which he h;is held for many years, ;ni(I at this writing ( iQr6), there are

onlv three li\ing th.'it were here in 1836.

RICHARD CANNON.

Richard Cannon, a well-known retired farmer of the neighboring

county of Montcalm, now living in Belding, this count\-, is a native of

Canada, ha\ing been born on :t farm ne.ir .Mt. I'lcasjuit, in Brant count)-,

Ontario, \ugnst 11. 1S31), son of \\'illiani and M,u-\- (Hartley) Cannon.

the former :i native of l.()n<lon, b",ngl;md, .'Uid the latter of Ontario, whose

last days were spent on ;i f;inn in Keene townshiiJ, this county, they having

been pioneers of th;it section.

William Cannon w;is born in London in iSn). only son ol Thomas

and Elizabeth ( IJeckett ) Cannon, the former a native of the town of

Amersham, in the county of Bucks, Buckinghamshire, l^igland, ;mil ilie
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latter of London, and was twenty years of age when he accompanied liis

parents across the water, the family settling on September 8. 1839. on a

farm in Brant county, Ontario, where the elder Cannons spent the remain-

der of their lives. William Cannon married not long after arriving on

this' side and continued to make his home on the parental farm until after

the death of his parents. Early in the year 1864 he traded the paternal

acres in Ontario for one huntlred and twenty acres in Keene township, this

count}', and arrived at the latter place with his family on February 8, 1864,

he and his wife spending the remainder of their lives there. They were

the parents of twelve children, namely: Thomas, who died in Belding;

Jane, wife of hLlijah Swan, of Ada, in Kent county, this state: Marv E.,

wife of John Hastings, of Wellsville, New York; William, who died in

infancy: \\'illiam, second, who also died in infancy; Samuel, a resident of

Greenville, this state; William, who died in Douglass township, in the

neighboring county of Montcalm: Sarah, deceased, who w;is the wife of

Edwin Tasker, of Keene township, this county; Richard, the subject of

this biographical sketch; Elizabeth, wife of Irvin Brown, of Easton town-

ship, this county; Isaac, a resident of Pine township. Montcalm county,

and X'ictoria. wife of Ellsworth Spence, of Mecosta Cduntv. this state.

Richard Cannon was about five years old when his |>;irents came to

this county from Canada and he lived on the home farm in Keene town-

ship until he was twenty-one years of age, at which time, in 1880, he went

up into the pine limber countr\- in Pine tinvnship, .Muntcalm county, where

he bought ;i tract oi forty acres, which he proceeded to clear ;md improve.
He presently bought an adjoining tract (if tvvent\- acres and it was not

many years before he had a fine farm there. Two years after moving to

Montcalm county he married and he continued to make his home there tintil

1912. in which year he disposed of his ])];ice and moved to Belding. where

he has made his home ever since. Upon moving to Belding he bought the

old homestead farm of one hundred and twentv acres in Keene township,

but two years later sold the same. He is now the owner of eighty acres

near his old home in Mr)ntcrdm county and eighty ;icrc^ in ( )scco!;i countv,

this state.

On Fel)ruary 6. 1882, Rich.ard Camion was united in marri.age to

Nettie M. Sparks, one of the ten children of William and Mary (Covert)

Sparks. ])i(jneers of Keene township, this county, and to this union one

child has been Ixjrn, a son, William K., who is engaged in the automobile

business .'it Crimd Kapids, this state. Mr. Cannon is a Democrat and dur-

ing his residence in Abintcdm crxintv he held some minr)r offices.
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ALBERT MEADE.

As a farmer and stock raiser Albert Meade, of ()rleans township,

Ionia county, rani<s with the most enterprising in this locahty. He was

born in Greene county. New York, fifty miles from Albany, June 17, i84q,

and is a son of William and Sarah (Post) Meade, both natives of the state

of New York, the father of luiglish descent and the mother of Dutch

extraction. These parents grew up in their native state, were educated

and married there. In 1857 they removed with their family to Ionia

county, Michigan, huving the farm on which Albert Meade now resides,

consisting of one hundred and ten acres, and on this they spent the rest of

their lives, the father dying in 1890 and the mother passed away in March,

1910. Ten children were born to them, five surviving at this writing,

namely: William is deceased; Albert, the subject of this review: Elizabeth,

widow of George Abby. lives in Ionia county; Mary, the wife of Hans

Johnson, lives in Greenville, Michigan: Alice is the wife of John Sherman,

lives in Fremont county, Alichigan ;
Edward is deceased ; Wealthy is the

wife of E. Johnson, and lives in Orleans township, Ionia county; the other

three children died in early life.

.\lbert Meade grew up on the home farm and received his education in

the district schools. He bought a small farm in Orleans township when

starting out in life for himself. He worked in the lumber camps from 1872
to 1882, then settled on his forty-acre farm, where he lived until 1888,

when he moved on the old home place, which he subsequcntlv bought, and

since that time has added eighty acres and now has a linely improved farm

of one hundred and eighty acres, on which he carries on general fanning
and stock raising, handling all lines of stock, but making a specialty of

Durham cattle and Kambouiilet slice]), his fine li\e stock being g-reatlv

admired b\' all who sec them. He has made many improvements on the

place, including the erection of two large barn-^ in 101,1 and remodeling the

old barns and other outbuildings.

.Albert Meade has been twice married, first, in June, 1872, to Wealthy

l';ilmer, a daughter of Jewell rainier. Her death occurred in 1873. ^ '^

this union one son was born, John Meade, who owns a good farm of two

hundred and eighty acres in Orleans township, Ionia coimt\-. Mr. Meade

was married, secondly, on January 14, 1882. to Sarah J. I'arker. a daugh-
ter oi William .and Jane ( l'",vernington) Parker. nati\-es of Engl;mil. where

they grew up and were married, later emigrating to Canada, where thev
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spent five years, tlien moved to Fremont, Michigan, aiul there the death of

Air. Parker occurred in 1896; his widow still survives. The second union

was without issue. Politicall\-, Air. Meade is a Democrat.

CH.ARI.F.S K, BRINK.

Charles E. Brink, a well-known farmer of Otisco township, this county,

living on his well-kept farm of fifty-nine acres, known as "Fairfield Farm,"

two miles south and one and one-half miles east of Belding, and who has

served as supervisor of Otisco township since 1903, is a native of the

Empire state, having been born in New York on July 12, 1854, son of

Lorenzo and Mary J. (Robbins) Brink, the former also a native of New
York state and the latter of New Jersey.

Lorenzo Brink, who was trained to follow the carpenter's trade in his

youth, was married in New York state and in 1865 came with his family to

Michigan, locating in Otisco township, this county, arriving there on April

17, of that year. At that time tlie whole nation was in a turmoil over the

assassination of Abraham Lincoln and. as an indication of the popular feel-

ing, the train the Brinks were riding on was stopped at Suspension Bridge,

and Mr. Brink was seriously cjuestioned by highway guards, who were on

the lookout for the assassin of the President. For one year after coming to

this county, Lorenzo Brink and his family lived on a farm in the upper part

of Otisco township, but later moved t(» Smyrna, where Mr. Brink engaged
in the building trade and so continued the rest of his life. He and his wife

were the parents of five children, of whom four are still living, namely:
Charles E., the subject of this sketch; Jesse, a farmer of Montcalm county,

this state; Kate, who is a resident of Battle Creek, this state, and William

T., a farmer h\ing near Rodney.
Charles V.. Brink was about eleven years old when his parents c^ime

from New York to this county, and he completed his schooling in the schools

at Smyrna, after which for seven years he was employed on a farm of

Levi Bross. He married Carrie E. Gooding in 1877, and for four years

thereafter made his home on a farm in Eureka townhsip in the neighlKjring

county of Montcalm. He then returned to Belding and for three years

thereafter was employed as a driver on the old hor.se-car line between Beld-

ing and Kiddville. He then worked in the grist-mill at Belding for four
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years, at the end of which time he removed to "Fairfield Farm," and has

made his home there ever since, being very comfortably situated there.

To Mr. Brink's marriage with Carrie E. Gooding one child was born,

a son, Albert G., who died at the age of twenty-one years. Mrs. Carrie

Brink died on January 12, 1894, and in 1912 Mr. Brink married Etta B.

Hanks, who was born in Otisco township, this county, daughter of James
M. and Emily (Witt) Hanks. Mr. and Mrs. Brink are rearing a little girl,

Olive Curtis, a niece of Mrs. Brink. They are members of the Grange and

Mr. Brink is a Republican. He has given his thoughtful attention to local

civic affairs for years and has been supervisor of his home township for

twelve vears in all.

WILLI.AM B. REED.

William B. Reed, office manager for the Belding Brothers Company
at Belding, this county, a prominent member of the board of commerce of

that city and for years an active figure in the civic aft'airs of Belding, is a

native of Connecticut, having been born at Rockville, in that state, January

2^, 1871, son of George Strong and Helen E. (Benedict) Reed, the former

of whom was born near Rockville, Connecticut, and the latter in the west-

ern part of the same state, the Reeds being of English descent and tlu-

Benedicts of French descent. George S. Reed was a railroad man, whose

death occurred in 1909. His widow is still living in Connecticut. To them

were born two children, sons both, the subject of this biographical sketch,

and Winthrop H.. who died at the age of ti\e years.

William B. Reed's youth was spent in Rockville and South Manchester.

Upon completing the course in the high school he became employed as a

bookkee])er in the Rockville National Bank, of Rockville, Connecticut. ;uul

was thus engaged for about two years, al the end ni \\h\ch time he trans-

ferred his services to the office of the Belding Brothers Company, at Rock-

ville, where he served as a bookkeeper for a year, during which time he

acquired a fine knowledge of the iHisiness relating to the silk trade. His

services then were secured by the Richardson Silk Comjxany and in OctolHjr.

1891, he was sent to the office of that company at Belding, this county, in

the capacity of assistant secretary, remaining in that office tnitil in August,

1902, at which time he was instrdled as office man;iger in the gi'eat ])lam

of the Belding Brothers Coin])an\, at I'elding. and has been thus engaged
ever since, during which time he b;is t.aken his ])lace as one of the most
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acti\e business men in Belding. He is ;i Republican and for years has served

as city auditor and as a member of tiie board of park commissioners, in

which dual capacity he is still serving. He is a former member of the

Belding school board and was treasurer of that board at the time the fine

Belding high school was erected. He is an active and inlluential member

of the Belding Chamlier of Commerce and takes an earnest interest in all

movements having to do with the general advancement of the city's mater-

ial interests.

On January i. i8i;4, W illiani B. Reed was united in marriage to Susie

A. Yost, a school teacher, who was born and reared at Ypsilanti, this state,

daughter of William Lee and Sarah E. ( \'ost ) Yost, both natives of

Cayuga count)', New York, and to this union three children have been

born, George \'., who is a teller in the Highland I'ark State Bank at

Detroit
;
William Lee, who died in his third years, and one who died in

infancy. Mr. Reed is a member of the Belding Lodge No. 355, Free ami

.\ccepted ^L'lsons. and of b~ortuna Lodge No. i_'o, Knights of Pythias,

in the affairs of which he takes a warm interest.

H.ARVEY A. TURNER.

One of the busy and successful citizens of Boston township. Ionia

county, Michigan, is Harvey A. Turner, whose pleasant residence may be

found on rural route No. 9. He was born in the above named township
and county in January-, 1863, and is a son of Jonah and Hester A. ( Nich-

ols
J Turner, natives of Michigan and C^anada, respectively. The fatiier

was one of the early settlers in Boston township, where he cleared and

developed a gootl farm. He was a hard-working man and made all he had

by his individual eft'orts. He and liis wife were memliers of the Congrega-
tional church, and politically he was a Democrat. His family consisted of

hve children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the only survivor, the

others having died in infancy.

Harvey A. Turner was reared on the home farm where he worked

hard when a boy, and he received his education in the district schools and

the Saranac schools. lie remained with his ])arents on the homestead until

he was twenty-one yeais of age. On .\'o\ember 26, IiSqi, he married Ina

Hawn, who was born in Boston townshi]), Ionia county, July 31, i<S68, a

daughter of Hugh and Emily (Kilbornj Hawn, natives of Medina, Ohio.
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After his marriage, Mr. Turner lived in Saranac, Aiichigan, for four years,

then moved on the farm on which he was reared and which he now owns,

his place consisting of one hundred and twenty acres, which is well improved
and productive, and on which he carries on general farming and stock rais-

ing.

Two children hace been horn to Mr. and Mr^. Turner, namely: Carl

J., born on September 8, 1892, was graduated from the Saranac high school,

is living at home; Hester M.. born on May 8, ic)o6, is attending school,

now in the fifth grade (1916).

Mr. Turner is an advocate of good schools and has assisted in better-

ing the work of the grades in his district. Politically, he is a Democrat.

He belongs to the Modern Woodmen of .-\merica.

FREDERIC W. HOWARD.

Frederic W. Howard, manager of the great plant of the Belding

Brothers Company, at Belding, this county, a position he has held since the

year 1890, is a native of Massachusetts, having been i)orn at Windsor, in

Berkshire county, that state, No\eml)er j6, i85_', son of Joseph F. and

Minerva N. ( Pelton ) Howard, both natives of that same state, substantial

farming people who spent all their lives in their native state, the latter

dying in 1884 and the former surviving until 1896. Joseph h". Howard

and wife were the parents of se\'en children, of whom but two are now

living, namely: Stanley Joseph, a veteran of the Civil War, now deceased,

who served as a member of Company G, Twenty-seventh Regiment, Massa-

chusetts X'olunteer Infantry; Henry W., who served in Company D, Tenth

Regiment, Massachusetts "V'olunteer Infantr}', and who died in the service;

Charles A., also of Company G, Twenty-seventh .Massachusetts, who also

died in service; lulward W., now deceased, who served in the United States

navy during the Ci\'il War :uid recei\ed his honor;ible discharge at the close

of that great struggle; lUla M., who died unmarried, at the age of twenty-

two years; Frederic \V., the immediate subject of this biograjihical sketch,

and William S., a well-to-do farmer of Xorthampton county, Massachu-

setts. .

When nine years of age hVederic W. Howard left the ])lace of his bii-th

with his parents, who settled on a farm in the neighlxirhood of Leeds, in

Northampton county, Massachusetts, and there lie grew u]). He presently
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began working in the factory of the X'onutuck Silk Com])any. After several

rears of service with that concern he went to the Mill Kix'er Butter Com-

pany as foreman and was thus entjaged for about ten years, at the end of

which time he entered tlie employ of the Belding Brothers Company as an

overseer in that company's great plant at Northampton and was engaged
in that capacitx' there until he was transferred to the same comjjany's plant

at Belding, in this count}', of which he has been the manager since March,

i8qo. Mr. Howard e\er has gi\eu his thoughtful attention to the general

atifairs at Belding, .ind has been one of the most active figures in the devel-

opment of tlie interests of that thriving town. He is a prominent member

of the ISelding Chamber of Commerce and is chairman of the city water-

works board, on which he is now serving his fourth three-vears term. Mr.

Howard is a I\e])ublicau and takes a good citizen's part in local political

affairs. He is treasurer of the Belding Coal and Ice Company.
On November ii. 1S75, at .Amherst, Massachusetts, Frederic W.

Howard was united in marriage to .Mice .S. Hu!)bard, who was born and

reared in th.it citw and to this imion two children have been born, Stanlev

K. and Mabel A. Mr. and Mrs. Howard are members of the Unitarian

church at Northampton and Mr. Howard is a member of Belding Lodge
No. 553, Free and .Accepted Masons, in the affairs of which he takes a

warm interest.

CHARLFS H. MAVNAUl).

Charles Fl. Maynard. president of the Ma\uard-.\lleu State Hank, ol

Portland, this county, one of the few siu-\i\ors of the real ])ioneer period in

this part of the state and \vh(( for many years has been one of the most acti\e

figures in the financial and general business life of the eastern part of Ionia

county, is a native of the state of .\^ew ^'ork, but has lived in this county

since 1839 and has thus been a witness to and a ])artiripaut in the wonderful

developiuent of this region since that time. lie was born in Wayne county,

New "S'ork, May 27, 1831, son of (iardner and I'arnelle (Dean) .Maynard.

Ixjth natives of that same state, the former born iti 1801 and the latter in 1805.

Gardner Maynard grew uj) at ilartford. .\'e\\ N'ork, and there was mar-

ried, after which he settled on a farm near Rochester, that same state, where

he lived until 1837. in which year he and his family came to Michigan, set-

tling in Wayne county, where they remained two years, at the "end of which

time, in 1839, thev came to Ionia county and settled in I'ortl.'ind townshi]),

being among the earlie>t settlers of tb;it part of the couiuy. (iardner May-



410 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

nard bought a homestead there and early became one of the most substan-

tial and influential pioneers of that section. As he prospered he added to

his land holdings until he became the owner of a hue farm of four hundred

acres, which he brought to a high state of cultivation. He and his wife were

devout Methodists and from the verv start were looked upon as among the

leaders in good works in that neighborhood. They were the parents of

eight cliil(h"en of whom two arc still li\ing, the subject of this sketch ha\--

ing a brother, li. A. Maynard, a prosperous ranchman in Montana.

Charles 11. Maynard was but six years old when he came with his parents
to Michigan back in territ(jrial days and he thus has ]>een a resident of this

state ever since it became a state. lie was eight years old when the fannlv

settled in this c(junty and lie grew to manhood on the h(nnestead farm in

Portland towiishij), taking an active part in the development of that place.

He supplemented the schooling received in the pioneer schools bv a course in

a business college and early took a |)r(iminent part in the general affairs of

his community, becoming a progressive farmer and a man of affairs. He
married in 1856 and in 1S74 org.-uiized a private bank at Portland and opera-
ted the same alone until he presentl_\" reorganized the institution as a state

l)ank, under the name of the Maynard-. Mien .St.ate Hank of Portland, at which

time he was elected president of the bank and has ever since held that posi-

tion, long having been recognized as one of the leading figures in banking
circles in this county. The present officiary of the Maynard-.Mien State Hank

is as follows: President, C H. Maynard; vice-president, U. J. Ma}aiard and

Fred H. Kno.x; ca.shier, Richard Rates: assistant cashier, Carl fOerbv : direc-

tors, C. H. Maynar.l, L'. |. .Maynard. I-'. II. Knox, (korge .Mien. W. II.

McBride, John .\. .Mc( Icllaiid. .and kuliard Hates. Hesides his holdnigs in

the bank, Mr. Maynard is the owner of a line farm of two hundred acres in

Portland township, lie is a ke])ul)lican. and has for many years taken an

interested part in local poHlical affairs, but has never been included in the

office-seeking class.

It was in Se])tember. \H^(). that Charles II. Ma\iiard was united in m.ar-

riage tt) I'rances C Cliurchill. wlio was born in the state of .\'cw ^'ork and

who had i-ome to Michigan with her parents .at ;ni early d;iy. To that union

three children were born, two sons, both of whom died in \-outh. .and a daugh-
ter, Helen A., born on .Sejitcmber 10. 1S37. who m.irricd I'".. I ). \\(iodbur\-

and lives at Portland, this county. Mrs. Alayn.ird dud in igo.v •'^hc was an

active member of the Methodist church, as is Mr. Maxnard. and was ever

interested in good works. Mr. M.ayn.ard is a Knight Templar Mason and for

many vears has taken ;i w.arni interest iti .M.asonic affairs.
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Wri.T.IAM L. CUSSER.

William L. Custer, cashier of the Peoples Savings Bank of Belding

and one of the most enterprising and energetic citizens of that city, is a

native son of Ionia county, having heen born on a farm in Orleans town-

shij), .March 13. 1873, son of William A. and Emma J. ( Wheeler j Cusser.

well-kniiwn residents of that community, the former of whom was born in

Grattan township, Kent county, this state, February 6, 1849.

The youth of William L. Cusser was spent on the home farm in Orleans

township and he was graduated from the Belding high school w ith the class

of 1891, immediately thereafter entering the employ of the Belding Sav-

ings Bank as collections clerk. Upon the organization of the Peoples Sav-

ings Bank of Belding, in May, 1893, '^^ transferred his services to that

institution and was employed there as bookkeeper until the time of his

promotion to the position of assistant cashier in 1898. and he served the

bank in the latter capacity until his further promotion to the position of

cashier in 1908, which position he since has held, being now also one of the

directors of the bank.

Upon the organization of the Peoples Savings Bank of Belding, in

1893, the officers of that institution were E. R. Spencer, jiresident ; I*" rank

R. Chase, vice-president, and Al. .\. Reed, cashier, who, with John (jreenot,

Loren C. Fales, George Hoppough, Charles Eddy, A. A. Palmer, L. L.

Holmes, G. M. Spencer and Brinton E. Hall, were the directors. The pres-

ent ofificiary of the bank is as follow : President, Brinton F. Hall
;

vice-

president, F. R. Chase, and cashier, William Cusser, who, with George

Hoppough, ( harles Eddy, George W. Moultnn, F. E. Underwood, II. I..

, Page and John G. Hessler, are directors.

William L. Cusser married Dot M. Wright, of Greenville, this state,

who died on May 15, 1900, leaving one child, a daughter. Margaret K..

born on .\pril 30. 181)8, and later Mr. Cusser married, sccundlw l'"lsie I'.

Evans, who w'as born at Carson City, in the neighboring county of .Mont-

calm, January 21, 1884, and to this union nne child has been Ixiru, ,1 daugh-

ter. .Marian L., born on August 13, 1907.

Mr. Cusser's business interests are not contined whcilly to the b.ink,

and he is actively identified with several important enterprises in and about

Belding. He is a stockholder in the great Belding-Hall Company and is

one o£ the directors and the treasurer of the Belding Building and Loan

Association. He owns a valuable farm in Kent cf)unt\' and is acconiiud



412 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

one of the substantial citizens of Ionia county. Mr. Cusser is a Republican
and ever has given his thoughtful attention to local politics. He ser\-ed

three terms as city treasurer of Rekling and in other ways has contributed

of his time and his services to the |)ul>lic welfare. He is a thirty-second

degree Mason and a member of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles

of the ]\Tystic Shrine, and is also a member of the local lodge of the Knights
of I'\'thias, being a past chancellor nf that nrganization.

Wn.LlAM A. WU.DER.

W illiam .\. Wilder, former register of deeds of Ionia county and for

some years jiast cashier in the private bank of William V. Sandell at Beld-

ing, this county, is a native of Illinois, having been born in the town of

Sublette, that state, January 8, 1S56, son of A. L. and Elvira (Benton)

Wilder, both natives of the state of Massachusetts, who came \\'est in the

early fifties of the past century and located in Sublette, Illinois, where Mr.

Wilder engaged in the mercantile business and became a successful mer-

chant, remaining there until his retirement from business, after which he

and bis wife mo\ed to Belding, this county, where their last davs were

spent. A. L. Wilder was a man of prominence in the commercial and civic

life of Sublette and had served the people of that town as township clerk.

He ;uid his wife were the parents of four children, of whom three are still

living, the subject of this -sketch ha\ing a sister, Nellie, who is the widow

of T. Frank Ireland, and who is now making her home in New York City,

and a brother, R. A. Wilder. de]iuty county treasurer of Boone count v.

Iowa.

William .\. Wilder was re;ired at .Sublette. Illinois, recei\-ing his ele-

mentary education in the ])ublic schools of that place, which he supplemented
1)\' study in the high school course of the Illinois State Normal, at Normal,

Illinois, after which he was taken into bis father's store and made a jiartner

in the business, under tlu' hrni ii.iine of A. I., ^^'ilder &• Son, continuing

thus engaged for ten years, at the end of which time the store was closed

and the family came to Michigan, locating at Belding, this county. Upon
his arri\al in I'.elding, Mr. \\'ilder etUered the office of the Miller Casket

Com])any and was thus engaged for live \ears, after which he engaged in

the retail book and stationery business and was engagetl in the latter busi-

ness in Belding until his election as register of deeds of Ionia county in
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1906. Mr. Wilder st-rved a four-years term in tliat important office, dur-

ing which time he made his home at Ionia, tiie county seat. Upon the com-

pletion of his official term, on January i, H)ii, Mi'. Wilder returned to

Belding and entered the service of the Sandell liauk as cashier, a position

which he has since heen filling.

On July 31. ilSji). William .\. Wilder was united in marriage to Jessie

A. Dexter, who was horn in Suhlette, Illinois, and who was graduated

from the Illinois State Xdrmal. To this union two children have heen

lx)rn, sons both, Edwin L., who is married and is now li\ing at I'reeport,

Illinois, and \'ann D.. a graduate of the Belding high school, who is mar-

ried and is now living at Corjius Christi, Texas, where he is engaged as the

city passenger and freight agent of the "Frisco" railroad system.

Mr. Wilder is a Re]nihlican and ever since locating at Belding has

taken a fairly active part in the political affairs of the county. He is a

member of the Masonic lodge at Belding; a member of the Knights of

Pvthias lodge of the same place, being past chancellor of the latter lodge

and a representative in the grand lodge, and is also a member of the local

lodges of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and of the Knights

of the Maccal>ees, in the affairs of which organizations he takes a warm

interest.

AiATN s. ni m:\itck.

Alvin S. Dimmick, manager of the Belding Lumber ('omp.anv at llelding.

this county, of which company he is one of the chief stockholders, and who

is accountefl as among the leading business men of that city, is a nati\e son

of Michigan, having l)een born in Grattan townshi]), in the neighboring

county of Kent. .March <). 1857, son of l.eander 1! and Eleanor (.Stocking*

Dimmick, both natives of the state of New S'ork, and both of whom had been

married before they met after coming to this state. lo then- union but two

children were born and of these the subject of this sketch now alone surxives.

Practicallv thrown upon his owti resources at the age of lifteen vears,

.\lvin 5. Dimmick has made his own way in the world and his iiresent state

of gratifying prosperity is due to his own unremitting efforts. He worked

on farms until he was twenty-one, meanwhile gaining a practical knowledge
of the carpenter trade, and tlu-n engaged in the general building .and contiac-

ting business and was thus engaged until 1N93, in which year he formed a

partnership which gave him an influential position in the lumber trade at
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Belding and he since has been acting as manager of the plant of the Belding

Lumber Company, of which he is one of the principal stockholders and which

does an extensive business throughout the northern part of this county and in

tile liiuer [jart of the neighorhood county of Montcalm.

.\l\in S. Dimmick married Nettie B. Watkins, of Kent county, and to

this union two children have been born, Edith, who married B. J. Story and

li\es at Cooks Corners, this county, and Harry W'., who is associated with

his father in the huiibcr business at Belding. Mr. Dinnnick is a Republican

and gives a good citizen's attention to political affairs, but is not included in

the office-seeking class. He is a niember of Belding Lodge No. 355. h'ree

and -Accepted Masons, and takes a warm interest in the affairs of that

organization. >

W. ANDRI'.W DUTT, M. 1).

1 )r. W . Andrew Uutt, well-knuw n physician and surgeon of Belding,

this C(junt\-. is a nati\e son of Michigan, lia\ing been born in Kent county,

this state, January 9, i860, son of i'hilip and Catherine ( Keefer) Dutt, well-

known residents of that ccjunty. Reared at Grandville, he received his ele-

mentary education in the schools of that village and was graduated from the

high school at Lowell, after which he entered the Bennett b^clectic Medical

College at Chicago, from which institution he was graduated in 18S5, with the

degree of Doctor of Medicine.

Ihus equipped for the practice of his profession. l)octor Dutt located at

W hiteheath, Illinois, where he was engaged in practice lor awhile, after which

he went to Chicago, where he was engagetl in the drug business for about ten

years, in 1895 Doctor Dutt came to Michigan and located at Belding. in

this count\'. where he opened a drug store, which he conducted for some time,

at the samr time practicing his profession, but presentK' ga\e up the drug store

liusiness and has since tlien de\oted his wlmle .attention to his general ])rac-

tice. in which he has been (|uite successful. In addition to his general prac-

tice he acts as local medical examiner for the I'ankers Life Insurance ( 'om-

])an\' and for tlu' local Iixigc ol ibc Kiiight^ ol the Maccabees, ol which order

he is ;i member.

( )n |une i(), iS8(), I )r. W . Andrew l)utt was united in marriage to

b'iorence A. llawlew who w;is born in Kecne townshi|i. this countv, .Vugust

25, 1865, daughter of W illard il.iwUw and wite. ])roniinent residents of that

township, the former of wiiom w;is a member ol the Michig.in st.ate Legisla-



TOXIA rui'NTY, MICHIGAN. 4I5

lure at the time vi his death, and tn this uiiuni mie ehiiil lias l)een i)uru, a

daughter. Hazel K. liorn on April _'_^. iS88. who is a i^raduate of the Heklino-

high school, of the Michigan State .Xorinal at ^'psilanti and of the Michigan
State Uni\ersity at .\nn Arbor, from which latter institution she was gradu-

ated with the degree of Master of .\rts. and is now teacher of linglish in the

high school at liig Rapids, this state. .Mrs. 1 )utt is a former teacher, ha\ing

been so engaged for some years in the schools ni Ionia and Kent counties.

Doctor and Mrs. Dutt are members of the Metlmdist church and the Onctor

is a Democrat.

GUY D. \\1':t1':r.

Cuy D. W'eter. .secretary of the llelding-Hall Company, manufacturers

of refrigerators, at Belding, this county, is a natixe son of Ionia county, hav-

ing been born on the old W'eter farm three miles of Belding, son of .Albert E.

and Sarah j. i .Slaw son ) \\ etcr. the former of whom was the onlv son of

.M. R. and Mmeline R. ( Gibbs ) W'eter, wIkj came to this county in 1843 and

irjcated on the abo\e mentioned farm, Ijecoming earlv recognized as among
the most substantial and influential pioneers of that i)art of the conntv. M. R.

W eter retired from the farm in his later \-ears and mo\ed to r.elding. where

he died in June, 1891. His widow, who will be ninety on June H). i<)i'). still

owns and manages the farm. To M. R. W'eter and wife two children were

born, .\lbert E. and .Mrs. ( harles .M. Wise, the latter of wdiom died at her

home in Belding, December [4, 1888.

Albert I*"-. W eter was reared on the old homestead farm west of Belding,

receiving his elementary education in the district school in that neighborhood,

which he sujjplemented by a course in Albion ( 'ollege at .Mltiou, this state,

from which he graduated, after whii'b he began clerking in a store at Grand

Ra|)ids and later at Grand Ledge, during which period of service he acquired

an excellent business training. Thus equipped for a mercantile career he cast

al)Out for a location and was imi)ressed by the opportunities which seemed to

await all who were l)old enough to put in their lot with the settlers in ;i new-

town, and in 1871 o])ened a general store at P>elfling, this county, thus being

one of the nine founders of that now thriving city. Mr. W'eter's venture

succeeded from the \ery start and he became a very successful merchant.

.Mbcrt I'.. W'eter married .S,-irah J, .Slawson and to that union two children

were born, a son and a daughttT. the subject of this sketch having a sister.
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Maude, a graduate of the Belding high school, who married A. L. Poud, gen-

eral manager of the Milwaukee l)ranch of the General I£lectric Company.

Guy D. W'eter (|uit srhonl wlien he was fifteen years old and liegan clork-

ini; in a hardware store at fielding, heing thus engaged for three vears, at the

end of which time he tran.sferred his services to the II. J. Leonard dry-goods

store, where he was engaged as a clerk for two vears, after which, on Octo-

her I, i8go. he was employed as office manager of the Belding-Hall Company
at Belding. ( )n |anuar\- i, o^jS, he was elected secretar\- nf the ci)m])an\.

having in the meantime hecoine an important stockholder in that cimcern. and

has since then served in the latter capacity.

Guv D. Weter married Laura Sco\'ill, nf N'psilanti. .Michigan, and has

one son, f^lwood, a graduate <if the Belding high schonl. wlm is nciw emplo\ed
in the offices of the Richardson Silk Cuuipanx' at ( hicago. Mr W'eter is a

Repuhlican and gi\es a good citizen's atteiuion to local ])olitics. He is one

of the leading stockholders in the W'eter-W'ise Company of Belding. and is

secretary of that concern. He has been a Mason since 1S94 and has been

secretary of Belding Lodge No. 355. He also is a member of the local lodge

of the Knights of I'ythias, with which he became connected in 1891, and takes

a warm interest in the affairs of both orders.

EBENEZER N. LOWREY.

Ebenezer N. Lowrey, well-known citizen of Berlin township, Ionia

county, Michigan, and proprietor of "Lowtanlee Farm" of two hundred

and forty acres, in sections 27 and 28, of that township, was l)orn in Trum-

bull coimty, Ohio, on January 7, 1842, being a son of Xorton and lane

(McMullcn) Lowrey. She was a native of Ohio, her people nioxing in

later years to Trumbull countw where she aixl .Norton L(.nvre\' were mar-

ried. He was born in Ohio.

Norton Lowrey was a prosperous farmer in < )liio, but tlesiring to go
into the west, he mo\ed to Wells county. Indiana, near the town of Ossian

where the family lived for two years. They then dis])osed of that farm

and came to Ionia county, Michigan, arriving here in the year 1858. In

this county Norton Lowrey and his wife passed their remaining days. There

were originally -six children in the family, four of tlieui still sur\i\ing.

John, who lives in Lake Odes.sa. served for a short lime in the Civil War;
I'-benezer N. ; Sirona is the widow of James Mustgoxe; leiniie is the wife
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of Xate Huliliell, of Saranac: Archibald dit'tl at the front during the Civil

War, and another child died in infancy. Xorton Lowrey became one of

the leading citizens of Ionia county, for, being a man of liberal education

and broad views, he contributed in no small degree to the general develop-

ment of his section. Politically, lie was a stanch supporter of the Repub-
lican party.

Lbenezer X. Lowrey was sixteen years of age when his parents came

to Ionia count\ . He had attended school in his native county of Trumbull,

Ohio, later at Ossian, Indiana, and for a short time in the Ionia county

schools. He was engaged in fariuing at the outlireak of the Civil ^Var

and promptly enlisted as a private in Company B, Sixteenth Regiment,

Michigan \'olunteer Infantry, serving throughout the conflict. His regi-

ment was assigned to the Army of the Potomac and he saw much active

service. He was wounded at Cold Harbor and during the battle of Gettys-

burg was struck seven times and hit thirteen times in all, still carrying in

his body the bullet he recei\-ed at Cold Harbor. However, none of his

injuries were extremely severe and he was able to serve until the close of

the war, receiving his honorable discharge on Jwly 8, 1865. He was a

veteran, was first discharged on December 23, 1863, and was mustered

out as a corporal.

After peace was declared, Ebenezer N. Lowrey returned to Ionia county,
where during the war he had purchased eighty acres of land, and gave him-

self to clearing this land and improving it. He has since made this place

his home, bringing here his bride, Carrie G. Thomas, with whotu he was

united in marriage on July 3, 1867. Carrie G. Thomas was born in Canafla

on January 18. 1850, and was brought to this state by her parents when a

child. Her parents. John and Mary (Hawley) Thomas, were born in Can-

ada, and settled in Keene township, .\fter living here a few years, they
returned to Canada, where John Thomas died. When a young woman,
Carrie Thomas returned to this state and was shortly afterward married.

Mr. and Mrs. Elienezer N. Lowrey are the parents of nine children, namely;
Fra, died when one month old

; Willard, who is located in British Columbia,

is a civil engineer; John C, a farmer of Berlin township; Richard R., a

graduate of Michigan .Agricultural College and a farmer of Boston town-

ship: Cecil C.. deceased; Harvey II., a graduate of the .Saranac high school

and also of the State Normal, from which latter institution he has a teacher's

life certificate, lives in Saranac and is at present commissioner of the Ionia

county schools ; Ed N., educated in the Saranac schools and the present'

(27a)
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sheriff of Ionia county; liarl !£.. educated in tlie scIickjIs of Saranac and now

residing at home; Hazel J., the youngest of the family, is a graduate of the

Saranac high schr>ol, the Innia County Normal and the State Normal at

Mount Pleasant.

Mr. Lowrey is a stockholder in the Saranac Co-operative Creamerv

Company and, politically, gives his support to the Re])ublican part v. He
has ser\-ed as a member of the school lioard, being always especiallv inter-

ested in the cause of education. He is a member of Hiat P. Clark Post

No. 153, Grand Army of the Republic, and Mrs. Lowrey is president of the

Woman's Relief Corps. She is also i)resident of the Camptire Association

and serves in the same capacity to the Ladies' .\id Society of Berlin Center.

She holds her religious membershii) with the Methodist Episcopal church

and while Mr. Lowrey is not a member, yet he is interested in the work

of that society and contributes of his means towards its support. Both Mr.

and Mrs, Lowrey are active in the various affairs of their home community,

upright and intelligent people, who always e.xert a \irile influence for the

best good of all. Mr. Lowrey built a beautiful l)rick Imme in \S-q2. \Mien

he first located he put up a log cabin and all of the children were born in

this cabin.

EUGENE E. HUDSON.

Eugene E. Hudson, a well-known and well-to-do grocer of Belding,

this countv is a native son of Michigan. ha\ing been born in the town of

Pludsonville, in Ottawa county, this state, that town ha\'ing lieen named in

honor of his father. Homer K. Hudson, a ])ioneer of that section of the state,

who had come to Michigan from Cleveland, ()hiii. and had homeste.'ided a

<|uarter of a section of land where Hudson\ille is now situated; and when the

railroad was l)uilt through his farm had gi\en to the railroad coinjiany five

acres, on which the company established a station and laid out a town, which

was named I ludsunx ille, in iionor of the donor of the site. Homer I-'.. Hud-

son was a man cjf nuuli energy and enter])rise and became a ])rosperoiis far-

mer. Pie was active in local politics and influential in the work of the Grange

during the height of that organization's power in this state, having lieen for

some time master of his local grange. He was one of the leading members

of the lodge of the Odd I'ellows in his neighborhood and he and his wife

were active and influential in the Disci])les church work. They were the

parents of five children, three of whom .are still living, the subject of this
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sketch h;i\ing a lirother, F . H. Hiulson, a well-known yrocer and baker, of

Belding, and a sister, Belle M., who married Doctor PoniiJC and now lives at

X'ancouver, Washington.

Eugene E. Hudson was born on June 7, 1867, and was reared on the

paternal farm, receiving his education in the Hudsonville schools, and remained

at home until he was twenty-one }ears of age, after which he went to Grand

Rapids and was for some time employed there as a collector on the old horse-

hne street cars. In 1891 he mo\ed to Belding. where his brother was engaged
in business and was employed in the latters store for two years, at the end of

which time, in [893, he engaged in business for himself, opening a small

grocery store across the ri\er on Bridge street, and from the very l>eginning

of his business venture has prospered, gradually eidarging his store until he

now has a very well-stocked and ijuite up-to-date establishment.

On December 25, 1888, Eugene E. Hudson was united in marriage to

Kate Pierce, who was born in Olive, in Ottawa county, this state, and to this

union two children have been born. Lester, in July, 1897, and Helen, Sep-

tember 28, 1901. Air. Hudson is a member of Belding Lodge No. 355, Free

and Accepted Masons, in the aflfairs of which he takes a warm interest. He
is a Republican and for years has taken an active interest in local politics,

having been a member of the board of aldermen of the city of Belding for

fourteen consecutive vears.

POST BROTHERS.

The well-known, enterprising and energetic firm of Post BrotheTs,

owners of a great stock farm situated midway between Belding and Orleans,

in this county, operators of an extensive string of elevators and leaders in

the produce business, owners of the Belding Implement Company and stock-

holders in the Peoples Savings Bank at Belding, and who are regarded as

among the most progressive and "hustling" citizens of Ionia county, are

native sons of this countv, both hri\ing been born in Orleans township,

sons of Henry and Ida (Hale) Post, early .settlers in that township and

earnest and honorable pioneer citizens of this county, the memory of whose

useful lives in the community in which they so long resided long will be

cherished thereabout. Henry Post was a good farmer and a .substantial and

influential citizen and he and his wife did well their j)art'< in the earlier

days of the neighborhood in which they lived.

Bert Post, senior member of the progressive firm of Post Brothers,
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was born in 1877 ami I.ee Post, junior member of the firm, was l)orn in

1884. Botii were reared on the home farm and in the district school in

that neighborhood recei\-etl an excellent common-school education. Their

energetic natures early began to be manifested in their works and they

have pushed steadily forward in the advancement of their varied and exten-

sive interests until now they are the owners of a fine stock fariu of three

hundred acres in Orleans township, where they maintain their permanent

home, besides which they are extensively engaged in the grain business,

being the owners of a thriving string of elevators, the chief of which is the

Post Brothers elevator at Hammond, Indiana, and the elevator operated

under the same owners at Detroit, this state. Post Brothers also are actively

and prominently identified with various other enterprises in and about Beld-

ing. They have been very successful in the operation of their various

enterprises and occupy a high position in hnancial antl C(_)mniercial circles

throughout this part of the state.

Lee Post, the younger member of the firm, is married, his wife, who

was Ruth Wilson, of Greenville, in the neighboring county of Montcalm,

being an accomplisheil and gracious young woman,' wdio, with her husband,

takes a proper part in the various social and cultural activities of the com-

munity. Lee Post is a luember of the Belding lodge of the Knights of

Pythias, and takes a warm interest in the affairs of that organization.

Both of the Post brothers are Democrats and take an earnest interest in

the general ])olitical affairs of the county and state, but neither has ever

been included in the oi^ce-holding class, both having been too busily occu-

pied in directing the extensive aftairs of the firm to give luuch personal

attention to civic affairs.

JAMES H. RUEL.

James II. Ruel, well-known l)anker at L\ons, this county, for years

proiuinently identified with the financial and ci\ic interests of this region

and one of the best-known and nidst intluential men in Ionia county, is a

native son of Michigan, born at Ann Arbor, this state, June 22, 1862, sou

of George W. and Helen (ISigger) Ruel, both natives of Scotland, who

were married in t'anada and came to Michigan in 1S55.

Cieorge VV. Ruel was born on a farm near the city of P.dinburgh, June

16, 1827, and was trained to the trade of a tailor in that city. When

twenty years old he crossed the .\tlantic and settled at Gait, Ontario, where
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lie remained six years, during three years of which he filled an important

government position. There he married Helen Bigger, who also was born

in Scotland, and to that union six children were horn. In 1855 George \V.

Ruel came to Michigan and estalilished a clothing store at Ann Arbor,

where he remained in business for fourteen years, after which he moved to

Chelsea, where he conducted a clothing store for about four years, at the

end of which time he moved to Fowderville. where he remained in business

for thirteen years. He then went to South Dakota, established a merchant-

tailoring establishment at Aberdeen, in that state, and at the same time

entered a claim to three hundred and twenty acres of government lanfl.

Mr. Ruel was a veteran of the Civil War. having enlisted at the first call to

arms,- and during his service received a wound in the left leg that troubled

him the rest of his life. He was an active member of the Methodist church

and for years was an office bearer in that church. His death occurred on

August 25, 1885.

James H. Ruel was but a lad when his parents moved from Ann .\rbor

to Chelsea and later to Fowlerville. and his schooling w^as completed in the

high school in the latter town. He also took a course in a business college.

For a time he was employed in a newspajier ofifice at Fowlerville and later,

for about a year, in a general store at that place, after which he entered the

employ of the Fere Marcpiette railroad as a telegrajih operator and pre-

sently was employed at Brighton, being sent thence to Plymouth and to

other stations along the line, as a general relief agent. In 1882 the com-

pany sent him to L}ons. this county, ami he continued as station agent at

that place for aknit five years, at the end of which time, in 1887. he entered

the banking business and has ever since been thus engaged, during which

time he has become one of the best-known bankers and one of the most

prominent figures in the financial life of this section of the state. Mr.

Ruel's first venture in the l)anking business was at Pewamo. this county,

where he bought a half interest in the banking establishment of Samuel W.
\\'ebl>er, which connection continued until Mr. \\'el)ber's death, in IQ02.

In the meantime Webber & Ruel had established a bank at Mt. Pleasant

(now the Isabelle Count}' State Hank I and a b;uik- at Rochester, the firm

at the latter ]5lace including h'rank H. Hale, under the firm name of Wel>-

I)er, Hale & Com])any. When Samuel W. W'ebber died, in 1902. he was

succeeded in business by his son. .Samuel W. Webber. Jr., and the business

continued as before until the litter's death in lOi.V Previous to that time

Mr. Webber had owned the liank at Muir and Mr. Ruel bought an interest

in that institution, and in 1913, following Mr. Webber's death, he and
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\ ictor F. Upton bought the Weljljer bank at Lyons; he and Mr. Loljdell

bought the \Vebl)er interests at Muir and he and Mr. .Amsden bought the

\Vel)l>er interests at Pewanio. Mr. Ruel still retains his connection with the

l>anks at Lyons, Pevvamo and Muir,, as above noted, but is no longer con-

nected with the banks at Mt. Pleasant and Rochester.

In 1914 Mr. Ruel, Mr. .Anisdcn and E. C. Cunningham and the hitter's

son, Ira Cunningham, established a bank at Hubbardston. bought the build-

ing and fixtures formerly owned by O. C. Townsend & Company, bankers

there, and that bank since has been conducted as the Bank of Hubbardston,

owned by Cummings, Ruel & Amsden, bankers. About 1907 Mr. Ruel,

F. L. Keeler and W. B. .Shum\va\- established a bank at \Valdron, but after

operating the same for about four years sold it. .Mr. Ruel is a Democrat

and ever since locating in this county has taken an active interest in civic

affairs. For a number of years he was president of the village of Pewamo
and was also village treasurer for some time. He also has served as treas-

urer of Lyons township and for twenty years was a member of the local

sclmol board, while in other ways he has exerted his influence in behalf of

the common welfare hereabout, and has long been looked upon as one of

the most substantial and influential residents of Ionia county.
'

It was in 1885. about three years after locating at Lyons, that James
H. Ruel was united in m;irriage at that ]>lace to .Alice j. Amsden, who was

born near Lockport, Illinois, about ten miles from the city of Joliet, daugh-
ter of Capt. Albert and Sarah Catherine (Joslin) Amsden. the former of

whom for manv years was one of the most prominent residents of I.Mins,

where he spent his last days. Capt. .Albert .Amsden was an honored veteran

of the Civil War and headed a com]>any in an Illinois regiment during that

struggle. He was born in New England and, bereft of his parents by
death in his youth, he was reared by kinsfolk. \\'hcn a young man he

came to Michigan and secured wwrk in the wndlen mills at ^'psilanti, where

he became thoroughly familiar with the details of the woolen-mill industry.

There he married Sarah Catberine Joslin, who was born near the \'illage

of Mendon, fourteen miles from the city of Rochester, in Monroe countv.

New ^'ork. <l;mghter of llenry and Catherine ( l"".;idie) Juslin. and who
was making her home at N'psilanti with her sister, Jane, who bail married

Roswell Strong and had become a resident i^f that citv. .Some time after

his marriage. Captain Amsden nKueil tn Juliet. Illinois, where he engaged
in the hotel business, hut later moved to a f.arm in that \icinit\- and was

living DU the frn'm when the Ci\il W'ar brnke nut. In ]H(\j he enli-^tell in
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Company D, One Hundredth Reginient. Illinois \'olunteer Infantry, and went

tij the front as captain of that company. During this service he was badly

injured when the tram which was conNcying' a carload of soldiers lo a hos-

pital under iiis direction was wrecked and he was presently discharged, on a

physician's certificate of disability. He later endea\ored to re-enlist, Init

could not successfully pass tiie jjhysical examination. U])on the completion of

his military ser\ice ( apt.iin Amsden took charge of the work of fencing the

railway right-of-way frnm ( hicago to Joliet and sur\ cy and fix the boundar-

ies of the same. About 187J he sold his farm in Illinois and went to Wauk-

esha, \\'isconsin. where he built a hirge woolen-mill, which he operated for

two years, at the end of which time he sold it and came to Ionia county,

locating at Lyons, where his brother was operating a woolen-mill in jjartner-

ship with Mr. \\'aterman. The Captain bought the W'aterman interest and he

and his brother continued ojjerating the mill until it was destroyed by fire.

Cai)tain Amsden and his son. Oscar .\. Amsden, then establishetl another

mill at Lyons and the Captain was thus engaged until his death in the f:dl of

1882.

Captain Amsden was married twice. His tlrst wife died shorth' after

the close of the Ci\il War and in June. 1868, he married her sister. Mrs.

Jane Strong, whose husband had died in 1.S61. after which she and her only

son, Frank A. Strong, made their home with the .Amsdcns. Upon the death

of Mrs. Amsden. Mrs. Strong remained in the household, taking care of the

three small chiklren left b\- her sister and in the summer of 1868 m.arried

Captain .\msden. Mrs. .\msden is still li\ing at Lyons in the ninety-second

year of her age. She has a wonderfully retentive memory and is a veritable

mine of information regarding early days in this ])art of .Michigan. C^aptain

.Amsden for many vears was ])resi(lent of the \illage of Lxons and also served

for years as a justice of the peace. He was prominent in kjcal Masonic circles

and ever was an ardent advocate of the cause of temperance herealjout.

Mrs. Ruel was given excellent educational advantages in her youth .and

became an acconi]ilished musician and a talented elocutionist, to which arts

she continued her devotion after her ni.arriagc, and she and Mr. Ruel long

have been regarded as among the leaders in the social .and cultural .activities

of the community. They have an adopted daughter. I'^lizabeth June. Mr.

Ruel is a Mason and b<ith he and bis wife .arc niembcrs of the ( )rder of the

Eastern Star. He is also a member of the Inde])endent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and was a member of the Knights of Maccabees until the local "tent"

f)f that order was disbanded.
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WARRliX SHErARD.

Warren Shepard, a well-known resident of Belding, this connt)-, an

honored veteran of the Civil War, who has been a resident of that city since

1892, is a native of the luiipire state, having been born in Greig township.

Lewis county. New Vurk, in June, 1840, son of Nathaniel and Leah (Ustran-

der) Shepard, both nati\es of Schoharie county,, that same state, well-to-do

farming people who s])ent all their li\es in New York state, and who were

the parents of ten children, nnie sons and one daughter, four of whom are

still living. Of these nine sons, five gave their services to the country as sol-

diers in the Union arniv during the Civil \\ ar. \\'arren, b.lias, Norton, Sey-

mour and Jeremiah, the latter of whom laid down his life for his country,

he having been killed during the seven-days battle before Richmond.

Warren Shepard was reared on a farm and received but a limited edu-

cation. Jn September, i8()2, at West Camden, in Oneida county. New York,

he enlisted in the Ninety-third Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry, for

service during the Ci\'il War and was wuh that command uuiil the close of

the war. among the numerous battles in which he participated haxing been

the battle of Antietam. In 1866 Mr. .Shepard left hi.s natix'e state and came

West, locating in Minnesota, where in 1870 he married Melissa I'urns, who

was born in Clinton county, Michigan, January 30, 1834. daughter of Will-

iam lUu'us. a \eleran (jf the Ci\-il War. who had settled in Minnesota after

the war. but who later returned to Michigan, ami spent his last (.lays at Six

Lakes, in the neighboring county of Montcalm, .\fter their marriage Warren

Shepard and his wife moved about (juite a bit. making their home \;iriously in

Minnesota, Wisconsin, New NOrk and Michigan. In i8i)2 they located at

Belding, in this county, and ha\e made their home there e\ er since. 'J"o them

six children have been born, fi\-e of whiim .are li\iug. ( larence Melvin. Will-

iam, r.l;incbe, Maud ami lle^sie. I'loth (larence M. .'-Ihepard and Willi.im

Shepard are ministers of the gospel, attached to the local conterence of the

Methodist l'".i)iscopal cluuih. tlie later being sl.ationed .it llowens b'alls. this

state. Mr. and .Mrs. Shei)ard are members of the Church of the Latter-Day

.Saints. Mr. Shep.ard is a l\e])ublic;m.

Mr. Shepard has been a great Inniter in his day and has a record of hav-

ing brought down much big game, llis recollection carries back to the days

of his vouth when he successfully re])ulsed the attacks of a panther, in detense

of the younger children (d" the f;unil\-. and from the da3'S of his boyhood he

was accustomed to r.anging the wild wdods of hi-- native state in (|ue^t of liig
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game. In Minnesota he found niuoh iip|i(]riunii\ tor the exercise of liis

prowess in this direction ancl he ranged the forest wilds tiiere. liagging much

big game, exer maintaining tiie most amical)le and frieudl\- relations with llie

Inchans, who not infrequently were his companions on the hunt, in I'enn-

.syl\ania. W'iscunsin and Aiicliigan, he ai^u ha> hunted luucii and perha])s

no man in this section of the state has a higiier record for big game than he.

At one time Mr. Shei)ard had a farm at Six Lal<es, Michigan.

KDGAR I.. i'.I•:RR^•.

Edgar L. Berry, a \vell-l<nown retired farmer now hving in a pleasant

home a.t the corner of Pearl and Isaloelle streets in Belding, this count)-, an

lionored veteran of the Ci\il War and a useful citizen of this community,

is a native of the great Keystone state, having been born on a farm in

Bradford county, Pennsylvania, November 28, 1843, son of Luther M. and

Klecta (Curtis) Berry, lioth natives of New York state, who were married

in the latter state and later moved to fSradfnrd cnunt}', Penns) l\;inia,

where they li\ed until 1S46, in which year they came to Michigan, settling

in Tonia county, where they made their home until their retirement from

the farm during their declining years, after which they mox'cd to Reed City,

Michigan, where their last days were S])ent. They were the parents of ten

children, of whom three are still living, the subject of this sketch having

two brothers living, Leander Berry, a veteran of the Civil War, who served

for three years in the Union army as a luember of Company B, Twenty-
fifth Pcgiment. Michigan X'olunteer Infantry, and who is now living at

Orleans, this county, and .\rthur Berry, of Hartford, this state.

Edgar L. Berry was al)Out three years old when his parents moved to

Michigan and he was reared on the home farm in this county, receiving his

education in the di'-trict school in the neighborhood of his Imnie. On

August 5, 1862, he enlisted for service in the Union army, in Com]xui\' B,

Twenty-fifth Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, attached to the

Twenty-third Army Corps, under General Sherman, rmd served until the

close of the war. Mr. Berry |)articipatod in the battle of Nashville, was

through the whole of Sherman's great campaign to .Atlanta and when mus-

tered out with his regiment at the close of the war enjoyed the unique dis-

tinction of having been the only man in his company who had never luissed

a roll-call, always having been present and ready for duty.
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At the conclusion of his niihtary experience, Mr. Berry returned to

Michigan and for si.x or seven years tliereafter was engaged working in

the lumlaer woods in the vicinity of Coral, in the neighhoring count\' of

Montcalm. He then retiu-ned. to the old home farm near Reed City and

for eighteen vears directed o])erations there. He and his sister. Dora, cared

for their parents during the declining vears of the latter and inherited the

homestead farm. Tn the meantime, Mr. Berrv had bought a farm in Mus-

kegon county and after selling the same, in the s])ring of 1008. mo\ed to

Belding, where he e\er since has lived retired, though continuing to take

an active interest in the general affairs of the communit\-.

Mr. Berry is an earnest member of the Church of Christ, one of the

trustees of the same, and is the teacher of the Bible class in the .Sunda\-

school of that church. He is a memlier of Dan S. Root Post No. 126,

Grand Army of the Republic, at Belding, and is f|uartermaster of the same.

Mr. Berry formerly was an ardent Republican, Init in later years has thrown

the weight of his influence in behalf of the Proliibition ])artv, being an

earnest advocate of the principles enunciated by that party and an active

worker in the cause of state-wide jirohibition of the licpior traffic.

FRANK \V. FRYER.

An advocate of modern methods of agriculture is Frank W. Rrver,

l)roprietor of "Sunny View h'arm" in Dan)))- township, Ionia count}-, and

he is therefore succeeding at his chosen life work and is also setting a good

cxrunple before his neighbors and the coiunnmity. He was born in the

abo\'e named township and count}', .August i, 1862, and is a son of Thomas
and Cornelia (Phillips) i'ryer, who were married on November 16, i84_^.

ilie father was born in New \'ork City at the corner of Cheery and Pearl

-Streets, September 25, 1820, and in thai city also occurreil the birth of the

mother, in 1824. There they grew to maturity, attended school and were

married and lived there until i8_|5 when tiicy came to .Michigan, locating on

a larni, but two years lati'r retiu'ned lo .\'e\v ^"ork Cit\- and spent two vears,

then returned to Michigan. They ])urchased a farm when thev flrst cune

West, but did not llnd life on the frontier entireK' lo their liking. Mr.

Prycr was a cabinet-maker b\- traile at wliich lu- worked in connection with

fanning. lie and his wile experienced the usu;d bardshi])s and ])ri\;itions

of early settlers. lie was a man of excellent chaiacter. honorable and
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helpful. He died in Portland. His family consisted of seven children, live

of whom sur\ i\e, namely: Hniily married George Van Biiren, who lives

in Detroit ; William H. is farming in Danby township, Ionia connty ;
Charles

H. is also farming in Danby township; Sylvester is farming in Danbx- town-

ship; Frank \\'. is the subject of this sketch.

I'rank W. I'ryer was reared on the home farm and received his edu-

cation in the common schools. After his ]>arents moved to the town (if

Portland he remained on the home f.arm which he operated for four vears.

On No\-ember 20. 1897. '""^ married Stella Baldwin, who was born in

Sebewa township, and educated in the Portland high school. To their

union two daughters have been born, namely: Marian, born on March 17,

IQOO, is a student in the Portland high school; Margaret, born on No\-ember

2, 1903, is attending graded school in I'nrtlrmd. The wife and mother

passed away in 1909.

Politically. Air. Pryer is a Republican. b'raternally, he belongs to

Portland Lodge No. 31, Free and Accepted Masons, and the Portland

Chapter, Royal Arch Masons. He has been very successful as a general

farmer and stock raiser and has a good farm of two hundred and thirty

acres, a mile and one-half southeast of Portland. He has made all he has

b\- his own efforts and in the face of obstacles, but he has been a hard

worker and persistent in his efforts, which have always been along legitimate

lines.

SAMUFL \\uuldriix;f..

That ])eriod of the nineteenth ceiniir\- emliracing the decades between

1S30 and the Ci\il War was characterized b\- the immigration of the

pioneer element which made the great state of Michigan what it is today.

The immigrants were sturdy, heroic and, in the main, U]n"ight people, such

as constitute the strength of the commonwealth. It is scarcely ])robable

that in the future of the world another such period can occur, or, indeed

any period when such a solid ])halanx of strong-minded men and noble, self-

sacrificing women will take possession of a new country. \niong the

])ioneers of Ionia county were Samuel Wooldridge and wife, the fust of

the numerous family of this name now living here.

Mr. Wooldridge, long since deceased, w.as born in l'"alkingh,-ini, Lincoln-

shire, England, in 1821, and there he grew to manhood, and on jiuie 15.

1846, married Marv Fight foot, also a native of Lincolnshire, her birth
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ha\iiii,' occurred on Feliruary 15, 1824. Slie was a daughter of William

and Alary Liqhtfoot. Her death dccurred on February 9, 1908, when lack-

ing L>ut a tew da\s of her eighty-fourth birthday. For a time Samuel

Wooldridge served on the police force of Hull, England. In 1853 he

brought his wife and three children to America, making the trip in a sailing
'

vessel and was seven weeks on the ocean. He located in Ohio, where a

brother had preceded him. Fie had only seventy-five cents left when he

reached his brother's place, but he was a man of covirage and a hard worker

and he soon had a start in the new world, and later moved to near Grass

Lake and linall}- h> Ionia countv, Alichigan. renting land for a time in

Keene township, and in .\pril, 1850, moved to Orleans township where he

bought eighty acres in section 3!, on which his son, Ernest S., now lives.

Onh' five acres of this place had lieen cleared. On this he built a small log

shanty, on the site of the present residence, and proceeded to clear the rest

of the land and put out a crop of wheat, later building a substantial log

house, which became his permanent home. He then bought forty acres of

swamp land adjoining his original ])urchase, the forty being state land.

This he drained, cleaned up and put under cultivation.

In 1862 Samuel Wooldridge proved his loyalty to his adopted country

by enlisting in Company I, Twenty-first Regiment, Michigan \'olunteer

Infantry, and in September of that _\ear was sent with the regiment into

Kentucky, later into Tennessee, where he ]iarticipated in the great battle of

Stone's River, where he was captured after being wounded, but his captors

being compelled to retreat hastil\' on the last day of the battle he was left

behind and was recovered by the Union troojjs. He spent some time at

Lousiville and later was transferred to the A'eteran Reserve Corps and sent

to \\'ashington, D. C. He proxed tt> be a gallant and efficient soldier and

was promoted to second lieutenant, his commission being signied by Presi-

dent Lincoln and .Secretary Stanton, ,-md this document is now in possession

of his son, Ernest. On the night of Lincoln's assassination, .\pril 14, 1865,

Mr. Wooldridge was called out and ])ut on e.xtra guard duty in the cit\- of

Washington. .After tin- \\;ir he returned to .Michigan and resumed farm-

ing. Me prospered with adwincing \x"ars, and became the owner of one

hundred and fort\-four acres in his home place and two bundreil .ind sixtv

acres near Whitehall, also owned a \aluable house .-md lot in the town of

Whitehall.

.Mr. Wodldridge took consider;ible interest in local public affairs. He
was a member (jf the Congregational church imtil late in life, but living far

from any church of that denomination he and his wife joined the Free
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^fethodist church. He was a well informed man on current events, pur-

cha.sed large numbers of books and magazines, being a great reader all his

life, and he gave his children proi)er educational advantages. His family

consisted of nine cliildren. most of whum arc mentioned elsewhere in this

work. Charles \\'.. who died in 190S, was a well educated man, a college

graduate, holding the degree of Bachelor of Science. He also studied

medicine, and engaged successfully in the practice of his profession near

Helena, Montana. He was a writer of ability on social, philosophical and

spiritual subjects. Anna is the wife of S. D. Chickering, of Orleans town-

ship. Ionia count\-. George lives in Orleans township. Eva is the wife of

George W. Pitton. Amelia is the wife of R. S. Noddins. Ernest S. lives

in Orleans township. Edward IM. li\es in Easton township. Alfred died

when twenty-one years old. Adelbert died at the age of fi>ur years. The
death of Samuel \\'ood ridge occurred in the vear 1801.

MARCUS R. HARTMAN.

As a general farmer and stock raiser, Marcus R. Hartman, of Ronald

township, ranks with any of his contemporaries in Ionia county, not on so

extensive a scale as some, but in the spirit in which he carries on his opera-

tions. He was born in Lyons township, this county, August ig, 1868.

He is a son of Benjamin and Emily P. CFisk) Hartman. The father was

torn in Monroe county. New York, in 1824, and there grew to manhood,

coming to Ionia countv during the Civil War. and locating in Lyons town-

ship, buying a farm three miles southeast of the village of Lyons, his place

of eighty acres being heavily timbered, which he cleared, developing his

place from the wilderness into a good farm. His father, David Hartman,

came from near Lyons, New York, ruid located ten miles from Rochester,

that state, having to cut a road through the woods to his land, to which the

city of Rochester now extends. There Benjamin Hartman grew to man-

hood, amid pioneer conditions, his parents making most of the articles of

apiKirel for their family.

Benjamin Hartman later came to Ionia county, Michigan, and spent the

rest of his life on his farm here, adding fifty-five acres to his original

eighty. Here he married Emily P. Eisk, who was born at .Sonimerset

Corners, New Yf)rk. In her girlhood she went to Illinois with her parents,

Marcus and Marv (Perrine) Fisk, who were natives of New \'ork. The
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family moved from Illinois to Iowa, and durint;- the Civil \\';ir removed to

Ionia county. Michigan, locating a mile from the old Hartman farm, later

moving to the village of Lyons where Mr. Fisk spent his last years, dving

at an advanced age. The death of Benjamin Hartman occurred 0:1 July

i(S, 191 1. His widow now ii\es in Tulare county, California, with her son,

David.

Marcus K. Hartman li\ed with his ]iarents until his marriage, then

rented a farm north of Muir, where he sjjcnt five years, then moved to

Ronald township, and ahout iqoj bought his present farm of tw'o hundred

and fifteen acres, which is well imjiroved and well cultivated and on which

he carried on general farming and stock raising.

In 1807 AT'ircus R. Hartman was married to Anna Kimball, who was

horn in Lyons townshi]). hmia county, and is the daughter of Stephen H.

and Marv (Wright) Kimball. The father was born in St. Lawrence county.

New York, in 182S, and when a ])oy came to Marshall, Michigan, with his

parents, Stephen Kimball, Sr., and wife. There the death of the mother

occurred, and Mr. Kimball, and his sons, .Steiihen. Jr., and Oliver, came to

Ionia county prior to the )ear 1840) and settled on a farm in Lyons town-

ship. Stephen Kimball, Sr., was born in New Hampshire in 1785 and his

death occurred in 1872. He was a soldier in the War of 1812. He moved

with his famil\- to (';dhoun count)-, Michigan, in 1S31. Mary Styles was

born in Massachusetts in 1784. and her death occurred when Stephen Kim-

ball, Jr., was thirteen years old. .A year later he began working by the

month. In the fall of 1852 he went to California with the gold hunters,

remaining there two \'ears, working in the mines, and was fairlx' successful,

getting a good start in life thereby. Before going to the Pacific coast he

had ]iurchased one hundred and sixty acres of unimproved land in Lyons

township, Ionia county, and upon his return bought one hundred acres

more. When he was about thirty years old he married Mary Jane Wright,

of Lyons, a daughter of .Samuel and Rebecca Wright, who lived in Marshall,

the family being among the early settlers there. Mr. and Mrs. Kimball were

])arents of eight children, namel\- : Henry L., deceased: the next child died

in inf.uKw, ininamed : I'dora 1)., Minnie C, Emin;i .\nn, .Annie, Frankie is

deceased, and 1 lector .M. Mr. Kimball's death occurred in 1903, his wife

bax'ing preceded him (o the grave in 1888. They were excellent people,

honest and kind.

Five children have been bom to Marcus R. Llartman and wife, namely:

Stephen, Benjamin, 01i\-er. Orville ruid Weston. The following children



IONIA COUNTY. MICHIGAN. 43 1

were born to Benjaniiii and lunily P. (Fisk) Hartnian : Alarcns R.. Drivid

F.. who lives in California, and Benjamin, who lives on a farm near the

village of Lyons. Ionia county. Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Hartnian both belong
to the Grange.

Gl<:OI'jrxF CONKEY.

Life has been jileasant to George Conkey, a farmer of Ronald town-

shi]). Ionia county, because he has not permitted little things to worry him

an.d has been alile to see beauty in Nature. He was born on August q,

1872. on the farm where he stiji resides, south of VVoodard lake. He is a

son of Fli and .Amanda ( l'billi]is) Conkey. The father was iiorn on July
28. 1836. in the state of Xew ^'l>rk, and was a son of Chauncev and Sarah

(Charles) Conkey. When he \v;ls four \e;irs cild the familv came to Ionia

county. Michigan, and settletl three luiles west of where Hubbardstown is

no\\- located, moving on land that Chauncey's brother. Amos, had entered

from the government. Only two or three acres of this place had been

cleared when C'bauucey L'onkey bought it. and for a residence there was

only a crude log cabin. In 1852 they moved to Ronald township, settling

just southeast of Woodard lake, in section 18. and here these parents s]U'nt

the rest of their lives. "There i>"Ji T. Conkey grew to manhood. He and

.\niauda Phillips were married on December 3. 1868. .She was born in

\\'illianis county, Ohio, May 11. 1848. and is a daughter of .\ndrew L. and

Sabina ( Mathmer ) Philli|>s, both natives f)f .southern Ohio. They moved
to Montcalm county, when th;it section of the state was still a wilderness,

in 1852. .Man\ mile- sep.arated them from their neai'est neighbors. They
took up land from the government. The trip from Ohio to Michigan was
made in covered wagons drawn by oxen. The family cleared the land and

lived there many years, and there the mother died on March 2, 1807, ^^ t''*'

age of sixty-nine years. The father died at Mayflower, Iwentv miles north

of Little Rock, .Arkan.sas, in ?88(), at the age of sixty-two vears. lie b;id

purchased eighty acres of land there and w.as building a residence on it,

intending to remove his family there, but was suddenly stricken with heart

failure.

.\fter his marriage Fli T Conkey made his home on the fanu where

his widow and son still li\e. the place being i)art of that which his father

first settled. Here he farmed all his life. When he was a voung man, he

and his brother, Tra, and their father worked together tuitil Fli's marriage.
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After Inning tlie oik- liuiulreil and ten acres southeast of the lake. the\- pur-

chased one hunthxd and sixty acres in section 17. and later bought eighty

acres in section 19. owning altogether about four hundred acres, .\bout

the time of Pali's marriage thev divided up their holdings, anrl to VA\ fell

one hundred and sixty acres in section 17. Later. I'^di bought the place

where (ieorge Conke\' now lives. .About 1878 he bought the Brown place,

consisting of one hundred and sixteen acres, then owning in his own right

about four hundred acres. He was a member of the Masonic order. His

death occurred on .\ugust J2. IQ08. His family consisted of three liiiklren.

Alliert and Luc\'. twins, were iiorn on Julv 6. 1870. The former lives near

Rumney, New Hampshire, where he is engaged in farming. He married

Olixe Heth, and they have three daughters. Florida Alay. Emeline .\manda

and Tilma. Lucy Conkey dieil in January, 1905. George, the youngest of

the children and the immediate subject of this sketch, has lived on the home-

stead all his life, and has kept the ]ilace well improved and under a fine state

of cultivation. He received his education in the district schools, .and when

twenty-one years old bought the Brown farm of one hundred and sixteen

acres from his father and has farmed on his own account ever since. About

ten years later he bought out his l>rother's exjjectancy in the home place,

reserving a life lease to his parents, and he has farmed on the home place

ever since. In \()\2 he ]>urchased sixty acres in section 19. and he is now
owner of two hundred and ninety-seven acres. His mother still li\-es with

him on the homestead. He has never married.

D.WID K. W ILSON.

David v.. Wilson, a pioneer <if this county, who ])robabl\- knows his

home town, I'elding, better than anv other man li\ing there, having made

that place his home since 1871, the year in which the town was founded, and

having started the second industrial enterprise in that now important manu-

facturing center, in addition to which he rechristened the then struggling

hamlet, gi\ing to it the name that now is known trom one end of the countr\-

to the other; and who for twelve years served the ]ieop!e of that town as

their postmaster, is a native of the great Empire state, having been born in

Ontario county. New ^'ork, .September jo, 1836, son of Samuel and Jane
F. (McClellan) Wilson, both nati\-es of Massachusetts, the former of whom
was born in the year 1800 and the latter in 1804.

Samuel Wilson and Tane F. McClellan were Iwrn and reared in the
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same neighhorliond in Alassacliusetts and there they were married in 1827.

Later they sold their farm in Massachusetts and moved to Ontario county,

\e\v York, where Samuel Wilson died in 185 1, leaving a widow and four

children, the suhject df this sketch being the youngest. David E. Wilson

was .Hfteen years old when his father died and he then l)ecame the jiractical

support of his mother and family. He was a good student and early began

teaching school, being thus engaged for six years, teaching during the

winters and farming during the summers. His mother die(J when he was

tw'ent\'-one years old and he and his sister thereafter made their homes

together. At the age of twenty-two he was elected township clerk and at

the age of twent\'-four was elected countv school commissioner, being

returned in that office for two terms. At the age of thirty-two he was

elected to represent his district in the lower house of the New "\'ork Legis-

lature and was re-elected, thus serving two terms in the House. At the

age of twenty-eight he was elected a justice of the ])eace at East Bloomfield,

New ^'ork.

In March. 1865. David E. ^Vilson married Caroline Gooding and in

1 87 1 left New York and came to Michigan, settling at the new hamlet in

the northern part of this county, which at that time was but a cluster of

hardl\- more than a dozen houses— fourteen, to he e.xact,—and did not have

even a definite name. Mr. Wilson started a saw-mill there, the second

industry established in the hamlet, and gave to the place the name of Beld-

ing, which it ever since has retained. Mr. Wilson at once took a prominent

]>art in the wi)rk rif promoting the interests of Belding and was ever aiuong
the leaders in rdl movements having to do with the advancement of the

town in a civic, social and material wa\-, from the very beginning of the

town having been regar<led as one of its most progressive and enterprising

citizens. For twelve years he served as ])ostmastcr of Belding and in other

ways served the ])ublic. In 1892 he established a coal and wood business

here. He is a Rei)ublican and ever has taken a warm interest in the political

affairs of the county.

In May, 1874. Mrs. Caroline Gooding Wilson died, leaving one child,

a daughter, I-"lorence F.., a graduate of .Ann \rbor, who, in i8()_>, married

I'rinton I'". Mall, jjresident of the great I'elding-I lall Comjiany, ;ind in 1S76
.Mr. Wilson married, secondly. Amelia Severance, of .Shelbiirn I'alls, Mas.sa-

chusctts, and to this union three children were bom, Wilbur S., for twenty

years deputy postmaster of Belding; Gertrude E., a graduate of the Mich-

igan State L^ni\ersity, who is now a teacher in the I'elding schools, and Sum-

ner I!., a clerk in tin- postoffice at Belding.

(28a)
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\VII.LIA>[ C. STEERE.

William C. Steere, iifficial reporter of the circuit court at Ionia, this

county, is a native of Iowa, having been torn in Cedar Falls, that state,

June 15, 1857. .-on of Daniel M. and Sophia F. (Frear) Steere. the former

a native of Rhofle Island and the latter of Pennsylvania, who later became

residents of Stanton, in the ncii^hboring county of Montcalm, where they

li\ed many years.

Daniel W. Steere was one of the considerable family of children l)orn

to his parents. He grew up in Rhode Island, there learning the carpenter

trade, and later moved to Penu>yl\auia, wlicre he married .Sophia !'. h'rear

and shortly afterward moved to Iowa, locating at Cedar l''alls. where he

followefl his trade. He was li\ing in Pennsylvania when the Civil War
broke out and he enlisted in Company E. Pennsyhania Hea\y .Vrtillery,

with which he ser\ed for three years, being mustered out as a cor])oral.

Mr. Steere's ancestors fought in the Revolution and the War of 1812. .\.t

the close of the war he came to Michigan and settled in Stanton, where he

engaged in buildiug and was for \ears a prominent contractor there. His

wife died in Ionia in i<)04. at the age of seventy-eight, after which he made

his home in the household of his son, the suliject of this sketch, in Ionia,

where his death occurred in 1908, he then being seventy-eight years of age.

But two children were born to Daniel M. Steere and wife, sons bodi.

George .S.. now deceased, and William C.

^^'illianl C. Steere was ele\en \'ears old when he came to Stanton. .Mich-

igan, where he grew to manhood. For se\eral years during his \oulh he

clerked in a store at .Stanton and then he began to study law and was

admitted to the b;ir in 1883. He practiced law in Stanton until 1SS4 in

which vear he went West, where he remained for a year, at the end of

which time he located in Chicago. In the meantime he had become a ])ro-

ficient stenogra])lu-r and in 181)3 he was ;ippointed olficial reiiorter of the

circuit com-t for (he eighth judicial district and since thru has made his

home in Ionia.

( )n |ul\' JO. 18N3. William ( '. Steere was united in marri.ige to Xina

Streeter, who was born at White ll;i\en, in I.uzerne count), I 'ennsvl\-ani;i,

daugliter of William h". and hdma .Streeter, Ixith natives of tiiat same state,

the former of whom died in ii;i5, at tiie age of seventy-nine, and the latter

of whom is still living.

To Willi.am C. and Xin.i (.Streeter) Steere two chililri'u ha\e heen
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born, daughters l)oth, Margaret E.. a graduate of the Ionia high school and

of Denison University at Granville, Ohio, who is now a teacher in the Ionia

high school, and Merrie S., also a graduate of the Ionia high school, who

took a special course in Denison University, being an accomplished musician

and a skilled vinlinist. Air. and Airs. Steere and their daughters take an

earnest part in the general social life of the community and are held in high

esteem bv all. Thev are memliers of the Baptist congregation. Mr. Steere

is a Republican and a meml)er of the Masonic order, including the chapter,

the council and the comniandcry and takes a warm interest in the affairs of

that ancient order.

SAMUEL L. CAMPBELL.

Danby township, Ionia countv, has many good farmers who devote a

great deal of attention to raising live stock of all kinds, common to this

latitude. Among this number is Samuel L. Campbell, who was born in

Allegany county, New York, July i8, 1855, and is a son of Daniel and

Lucy (Dana) Campbell. The father was born in Castile, Wyoming county,

Xew York, of Scotch parents, who immigrated to America from Scotland

when young and established their future home in the Empire state, and there

on a farm in Wyoming county Daniel Campbell grew to manhood and

attended the district schools. When twenty years old he went to the vil-

lage of Castile, in his native count}', where he learned the blacksmith's

trade, remaining there three or four years, then went to .-\lleganv countv

and established a blacksmith shop of his own and there met and married

Lucy Dana, who was born in Genesee village, that countv, and was of

Yankee stock. Daniel Cam])bell continued to fdllou bis tr;ide there for

nearly forty years, living all tiie while in the same house where he moved

when he lirst came, and there his death occurred on January 16, 1902, at

an advanced age, having survived his first wife thirty years, her death hav-

ing occurred on .Yov-ember 15, 187J. His second wife, who still survives,

was Jennie Marshall before her marri;ige. To the first marriage tiiree chil-

dren were born, namely: .Sanniel L., the subject of this sketch: i'Vank lives

in Buffalo. New York: Dora i> tlie wife of I'.nimett Iladluv. of ilornell,

Xew ^'ork.

Samuel L. Campbell received a common-school education. When six-

teen years old he left home and went to live with his grandparents. When
twentv-one vears old he came with an uncle to Ionia coinitv, Michitran.
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Here he worked seven i>r eight years on a farm, or until his marriage,

which took place on December 24, 1884, to Lillian Tirrill, a daughter of

Martin and Rebecca (Buck) Tirrill. Her father was a son of John and

Polly Tirrill, who came to Michigan from New Hampshire in 1838, among
the earliest pioneer settler. Rebecca Buck was bom in Lorain county, Ohio,

and was a daughter of Hart and Mary Buck, who were of English stock, in

fact, were born, reared and married in England. They came to the L'nited

States and settled at Avon. Lorain county, Ohio, where they lived until

1864 when they went to live near their daughter who had married Martin

Tirrill, October 14, 1863, and had located in Ionia county, Michigan.
Martin Tirrill and wife came direct to Portland township where they lived

a few years, then located in the village of Portland, and there Mr. Tirrill

died on May 2. 11)07. ^'^ ^^-'^ the father of four children, namely:
Alberta died when eit^iiteen years old; Lillian, wife of the subject of this

sketch: John died when a year and one-half old; Mary is the wife of Ed

McKay, of Keene township, Ionia county.

Upon his marriage Samuel L. Campbell settled in Portland where he

worked in a saw- and feed-mill for aljout eleven years, then purchased a

farm of eighty acres in section 5, Danby township, and here he is making a

good living as a general farmer and stock raiser.

One son has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, Lester M., who was

graduated from the Portland schools, after which he taught two years in

Danby township, two years in .Sebewa township, and is now in government
service at Lake Odessa, Ionia county ; he married Zelma Tyler, and they

have one child, Stewart M. Campbell.

Politically, Mr. Campbell is a Democrat. i)ut is not very active in public

affairs.

RICHARD ROY LOWREY.

Richard ivoy Lowrey, of Boston township, Ionia county is a twentieth

century farmer in all that the term implies, as the stranger readily notes

when he visits his place. He was born in Berlin township, .Ionia county,

April 28, 187b, and is a son of Ebenezer and Carrie (Thomas) Lowrey.
The father was horn near ^'oungstown, Ohio, and was a son of Norton

Lowrey, who removed with his family to Berlin township, Ionia countv,

Michigan, when his son, Ebenezer, was young, and here he entered one

hundred and sixty acres from the government and developed a farm on

w iiich he si)ent the rest oi his lite. He was twice married and had three
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sons by his first wife, Archie. John and Ebenezer. All three were soldiers

in the Civil \\'^ar. Archie, who was a member of the Twenty-first Regiment,

Michigan \'ohmteer Infantr\'. was killed at the battle of Stone's River, but

the other two ser\ed until the close of the war. Ebenezer having Ijeen a

memlxfr of the Sixteenth Regiment. Michigan \'olunteer Infantry. The

latter was promoted to corporal of his company, .\fter his discharge from

the army he returned to Tonia county, Michigan, and l)ought eighty acres in

Berlin townshi]), which land ha<l belonged to his brother, Archie. He has

lived on this place ever since. He and his sons cleared and improved it and

he has added to it until he now has an excellent farm of two hundred and

forty acres. He has devoted his life to general farming. He is the father

of the following children; Willard lives in British Columbia; Carl lives in

Berlin township, Ionia county; R. Roy is the subject of this sketch; flai-vey

is at present county school commissioner; Edward N. is the present sheriff

of Ionia county; Earl, who was graduated from the Ionia Normal School,

lives at home; Hazel, who is a graduate from the Ionia iVormal ScIkioI and

the Mt. Pleasant Normal School, lives at home.

R. Roy Lowrey grew up on the home farm and received his early edu-

catiiin in the district schools, remaining on the home farm until he was

twent\-si\ years old, working for his father, then worked a part of the

place until ic;o8 as a renter, then bought ninety-five acres in section 25,

Boston township, three miles south of .Saranac, and here he has since resided.

On December 4. igoi, R. Roy Lowrey was married to Harriet B.

Locher, a daughter of Joseph .\. and Mary (Marsh) Locher, the former

of whom was born in Germany from which country he was brought to the

L'nited States by his parents when six years of age, the family locating in

Ohio, and there he grew to manhoud. When the Civil War cime on Mr.

Locher enlisted in the Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, and became bugler

of his regiment. After the war he came to Ionia county, Michigan, and

bought eighty acres of land in P.erlin townshi]). He returned to Ohio,

married and lived there awhile, then in 1866 came to Michigan to live,

developing the land he had pre\if)usly purchased, and remaining there imtil

1905 when he sold out and located in .Saranac.

Tf) Mr. and Mrs. Lowrey four children have been born, namely:
.Mabel I'.l.mch. born on July 3, 1903; Jay Karl, May 7. icjo6; Hazel Harriet,

Februan*- 18, 1908; Evelyn \irginia, July i. 1910.

Politically, Mr. Lowrey is a Republican. He has Ix'en a director of

his school district since July, 191 5 Fraternally, he belongs to Camp No.

4513, Modern Woodmen of .\merica, at Saranac.
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O. F. WEBSTER.

One of the enter])rising and successful publishers of central Michigan,
who is doing a good work in encouraging general improvements is O. F.

Webster, publisher of the Degree of Honor Reziew at Belding, Ionia county.

He was born in Syracuse, New York, March 25, 1855, and is the son of

Oscar F. and Caroline M. (Williamson) Webster. The father was born in

Oneida county, New York, in 1836, of old Pennsylvania-Dutch ancestry

and Yankee stock. The birth of the mother occurred in Syracuse, New
York, in 1837. These parents grew to maturity in their native community
where they were married, and the father worked as a machinist and engineer

in Syracuse for some time, and there his death occurred in 1868, and the

mother remained there with her children until 1874 when the family moved

to Detroit, Michigan.

O. F. Webster received his education in the public schools and when a

boy learned telegraphy at which he worked for some time in New York,

Pennsylvania and the West. He remained only a short time with the family

in Detroit. Fie worked in a numlier of places in that section of the country,

the West and the South until 1878 when he located at Green\ille. Michigan,
as operator for the Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad Compan\-. Dur-

ing his emploMuent with the railroad and until September i, 1904, he was

agent for the American Express Company, in all about twenty years. This

business was afterward taken over by the United .States Express Companv.
On .Vpril 19, 1879, 'if married Fuella Kingsley. a daughter of J. W. ;ind

Esther Kingsley. He remained in (ireen\ille until January 7, 1880. when

he came to Belding as station agent, which jiosition he held until Julv 23,

1899, then started out on his own account, in the feed business, two vears

later engaging in the livery business, retaining his feed business also until

ICJ03. when he sold out, but retained his li\er\- stable until 1014, ha\ ing

been engaged in the same continuously for twenty-one years. After the

death of his wife, July 12, 1912, he came into the printing establishment

in Relding. which ]ilant had been operated by her. .md this he has continued

to the preseiU tinu;, the business, known as the O. F. & L, K. Webster Com-

])any or the Iler.nld Publishing Coni])any. was started by them in 1893. In

connection with his monthly nc\\si)a])er. which he has greatly impro\-ed and

the circulation of which is constantly increasing, he operates a ioh priming

office, turning nut high-grade work proni])!!)-. Tie has been ;i stockholder

in the P>elding .Savings P.ank. which he bellied organize, .and for a number
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of years was a director in the same. He helped organize the Spencer Light

& Power Company, and he has been vice-president of the same since its

organization. He was treasurer of the BelcHng Building & Loan Associa-

tion for twenty years. He was one of the originators of the plan which

brought the Belding brothers to this place, in fact, he has been regarded as

one of the leading men of affairs and public-spirited citizens of Belding for

over two tlecades.

Two children were Ixirn to Mr. and Mrs. Webster, namely: Luella O.,

born on April 15, 1S80, would have graduated from the high school the

following June after her death in November, igoo; Edwin O., who was

graduated from the Belding high school and the Ferris Institute, is inter-

ested with his father in his publishing business and is a city mail carrier.

Politically, Mr. Webster is a Re])ublican. For si.x years he was deputy
sheriff of Ionia county. He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of

America and the Knights of I'ythias, also of the Degree of Honor, and

publishes the organ of that Indge. the Degree of Honor Re^'icw.

WILLIAM A. CROEL.

.\n honored veteran of the great Civil War and one of the diligent

farmers of Ionia township, Ionia county, is William A. Croel, who was

born on .\pril 14, 1841, in Monroe county. New York. He is a son of

Silas and Ruth (Saxton) Croel, both natives of New York, the father of

Monroe county, the mother of Greene county. In 1849 Silas Croel and

family moved to Genesee county, Michigan, where they bought a farm and

resided until 1865, then sold out and moved to Ionia county, buying a farm

in section 26, Ionia town.sbi]). on which the father and mother spent the

rest of their lives. Politically, he was first a Whig, later a Republican. He
and his wife were members of the Christian church, and very faithful in

their attendance. His death occurred in March, 1890, and that of his wife

two years ])reviously, in July, t8S8. They were the parents of seven chil-

dren, four sons and three daughters, namely; William, Henry, l-lmcline,

Henrietta (who died in infancy). Charles, Mary and George. The last

named died when five years old, and Charles lived on a farm in Ionia town-

ship until his death some years ago. The other children are all living at

this writing.

\\'illiani A. Croel grew upon the home farm and received a common-



440 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

school education. On Xovember 7, 1862. he enUsted, in Genesee county,

in Company G, Fifth Michigan Gavalry, and was in the Army of the Potomac

and in the various engagements in the Shenandoah valley, remaining in the

service until [une 22. 1S65, when he was discharged at the go\ernment

hospital at Leavenworth, Kansas. He saw much liard service and proved

to be a faithful and gallant soldier. He was in the battles of Gettysburg,

Winchester, Cedar Creek, Cold Harbor, Antietam and many others of lesser

note. -During the Gettysburg campaign he was in thirteen fights in so

many days, the cavalry being almost constantly engaged for two weeks.

He was wounded at Gettysburg by a piece of shell, which slightly shattered

his shin jjone. After the war he returned home in July, 1865, and has

lived in Ionia cuuut\' ever since, or for more than a half centur)- con-

tinuously, and has engaged in farming all the while. He cleared the land

where he lives, developing it into a good farm, and in 1884 laiilt a large,

comfortable dwelling house which is still in good condition. His jjlace

consists of one hundred acres. I'olitically. he is a i\epublican, and has held

various township offices.

William .\. Croel was married im October j8, 1875, to Emeline Way,
who was b(irn in Portland, Ionia county, and is a daughter of .Manson and

Magdalene (Miller) Way. The father was born in Dutchess county. Xew

York, January 25, 1803, and there he grew up and was married to Magda-
lene Miller, who was born in Alsace, France. Her luother died when she

was thirteen years old, and her father sent her to .\merica, and later he also

came. She landed in New York City, where she remained awhile, then went

into the interior of New York state, and after her marriage she and Mr.

Way went t(j Sandusky, Ohio, and alioiU 1845 came on ti> Portland, Michigan.

Mr. Way was a cabinet-maker, which he followed until his health faileii in

later life. He was an active member of the Baptist church. His death

occurred on May 22, 1871, his widow surviving until Febmary 26, 1889.

To these parents nine children were born, namely : Eunice, John, Pri.scilla,

who dieil whrn two years nld ; Mt'hitabcl. 1 )aniel. Ar\illa, I'jueline, Or\-ille

and Helen.

To Mr. and Mrs. Croel h\e children ha\e lieen born, namely; Claude

\'., a farmer of Ionia townshi]), married May Sommers and they have three

cliildren. Morence. .\ima and t'harles; William .S., wlni lives on the farm

west of that of his father, married .Mice Chickering and they have three

children, .Mice, Willie and Russell: Magdalena is the wife of Walter Her-

rick, of Carson City, Montcalm county, and they have two children, F.tucline

and Mildred: Winifred, who was graduated from Lyons high school and
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Mt. Pleasant Xormal, is teaching in high school and li^-es at home; Lawrence

A., «ho was graduated from the L\-ons high school, is living at home and

assisting with the farm work. The mother of these children received a

good education and taught school two years in her girlhood days, making
her own way in the world from the age of thirteen until her marriage.

She has remained a student all her life and has heen of great assistance to

her children and grandchildren, all ha\ing attended the school where she

was a pui)il when a child. .Mr. (."roel is a memher of the Masonic order at

L\'ons, and also belongs to the Grand Armv of the Republic.

WILLIAM J. CLARKE.

The well-known monument dealer, William J. ("larke, who has engaged
in the same line of business continuously for the past thirty-three years at

Belding, Ionia county, was torn in Exeter, Ontario, Canada, .\pril 22, 1858.

He is a son of Mark and luuily (Shaddock) Clarke. The father was born

in Somersetshire, England, January 23, 1833. '"^^^^ <^ied on September 13,

19 13. He li\e(i in his native land until he was twenty years of age and

there learned the .shoemaker's trade, then immigrated alone to London,

Ontario, and worked at his trade there a number of years. His wife was

born in Devonshire, England, from which country she came to London.

Ontario, when a young girl. Her father was a mason l)y trade. The

parents of the subject of this sketch met and married in London, Canada.

.After living there awhile they went to l^xeter. ( )ntario, where he continued

his trade, also teaming, and they .spent the rest of their lives there, the

mother dviug in March. i88j. They were the parents of nine children,

namely: William J., the subject of this review; Mary, widow of \\illi;im

l-'ish. li\-es in Saskatchewan. Canada; V.W is deceased; l'".d\\ard li\es in

Hillsboro. Texas; Minnie is the wife of D. .\. Donaldson. ;i r.iilroad con-

ductor; Ida is deceased; E.dith is deceased: John lives in the province ol

Saskatchewan; I'Ved died when one year old.

William |. Clarke received his education in the ])ublic schools of Exeter,

Ontario, and there learned the trade of marble cutter, then came to Mich-

igan, locating at Cirand Rapids, where he worked at his trade about two

years, then went to Muskegon, this state, where he formed a partnershii)

with Frank Hays, returning to Grand Rapids a year later where he remaine<l

until the spring of 1882 when he came to P)elding. and worked three years
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for J. \V. Sprague & Company, then bought a lialf interest in tlie E. W.

Jersey Monument Works, nine months later he purchased Air. Jersey's

interest and has continued the Ijusiness ever since, with the exception of two

years, igii-13. Jle is a \ery liiglily skiUed workman and has enjoyed a

good business ah along.

William J. Clarke was married cjn Decemljer 24, 1881, to Anna j. Mar-

shall, daughter of Isaiah and Mary Marshall, and to this union three chil-

dren have been born, namely: Maude is the wife of Charles \\". Ortt and

they live in Grand Rapids; Myrtle is the wife of Guy Alexander, of Grand

Ra]>ids: Frank W. is engaged in the luonument business at St. Joseph, Mich-

igan.

I'olitically, Mr. Clarke is a Democrat, and he has been aklerman from

his ward for two years. He is a member of Silk City Lodge Xo. 447.

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is past noble grand. He has also

represented his lodge at state encampments. He is also a member of the

encampment. He also belongs to the Independent Order of i-"oresters .at

Belding.

THOMAS F. MARTIN.

It is a pleasure, whether one is a farmer (jr not, to look o\er a place

like that of Thomas b". Martin, of Ronald township. Ionia county, where

everything intlicates thrift, good taste and a strict adherence to system.

Mr. Martin was born on Julv 15, 1865, in Countx' Monaghan. Ireland, and

is a son of Robert and l-deauor (l)inning) .Martin, ilc was si.\ \-ears old

when his ]);Lreuts imnugrated to .Michigan, locating in Ionia couniy. the

f.ather bn\ing a farm in Ivouald township nu which he li\ed until about

iS(S(), when he bought a farm hall a mile west of i.Uerarx' I bill. Ron.ald

township, on which he li\ed until ii)0_' when he mo\ed to I'alo. where his

death occurreil on .Xjiril 14. uxH- His widow sur\i\es. m.aking her home

with her son, William, who li\es just east of l';ilo. Robert Martin's farm

here consisted of fort\- .acres, all in standing limber but aboiU three .acres,

the rem.-iinder bi'ing stmn]i land and "bnsb. There was ;i sui.ill, choa]* dwell-

ing but no b;n-n. lie cleared the land nf llie l)ush. girdled the trees and

sowed wheat and the next verw ciu off the timber, and tinall\- bad a good
farm and comfortable home ;is .a result of his industry and perseverance.

His famil\- consisted of nine children, .ill li\ing but one, James, who died

when four vears old. The lixing .arc Robert. Mrs. I'".liz;i Dinning. Thomas
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F., John ]., Irwin, James K., William A. ;uul Mrs. riiuflie Carpenter, the

last two being twins.

Thomas h\ 2\Iartin was si.x )'ears old when his parents i>ruiight him

to America, the voyage on a sailing vessel re(|uiring ahont si.x; weeks. He
has made two return trips to his old home in Ireland, the first in iHc;/, when

he took his wife and two children, spending fi\e months visiting his wife's

parents and others. His second trip was in the summer nf 1907, when la-

was accompanied by J. C. Heatt\-, but he returned alone.

At the age of twelve years Thomas F. Martin went to live with his

uncle, Thomas Martin, who first came to Ionia county in 1848, entering a

farm from the government—the place where Thoiuas F. Martin now lives.

The uncle sold his farm to W. H. Mattison and liought another in the same

neighborhood, where 'i'iiomas 1. Martin, son vi Thdinas 1'., now lives.

Thomas F. Martin remained with his uncle until the hitter's death, in 1887.

He had no children and treated Thomas 1'". as his own son and ga\e him

every advantage. I'he uncle was a pioneer settler here and in the earlv

days plowed with from five to nine yoke of o.xen for John B. Welch, on

land which is now .Main street, Ionia, and where the high school stands,

Ijreaking up new ground. L'pon his death he gave his home farm to Thom.as

F. Martin, the place consisting of eighty-three acres.

Thomas F. Martin was married on September 13, 1887, to Margaret

Jane Martin, a third cousin. She was born in the same vicinity where he

first saw the light of day and they jilayed as neighbor children. .Slie was

nineteen years old when she came to .\merica, direct to the honu- of her

uncle, Thomas Martin, who was her father's brother and who Jiad m;irried

a sister of Thomas F. Martin's father. Her ])arents were bihn and kachael

(Temon I M.-irtin. Two years after coiuing iiere her uncle died and she

continued to make her home with his widow until the hitter's death ten

years later. It was in September, following the (le;ith of Thomas Martin.

that the young people were married. .After the death of .Mrs. riiomas

Martin. Thijuias F. Martin l)ought the one-hundred-and-sixty-acre farm on

which he now li\es, which Thoiuas Martin liad entered from the government.
He has lived here for the past six years, lie has also owned other farms,

aggregating a total of five hundred ;ind three acres. He and his wife had

three children: .Margrett h",liz;ibelh, the eldest, died when two months

old: Thomas L.. I'orn on .\pril 22. 1890, married Lila May Few and he

owns the farm where Thomas I'. Martin was reared (one hundred and eight

acres) aiifl has one child. Maurice ( leveland Martin: Robert |. Martin, the

third child, was born on October 14, 1893, and lives with his parents. .Mr.
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Martin and Imth his sons hchm!^' to the Masonic order, and he and hl^ wife

are members of the Baptist church of I'alo. Michigan.

Mrs. Martin's sister, Racliael. came to .\merica about two years after

Mr. and Mrs. Martin were married, and she h\ed with them aljout nine

\-ears. In the fall of i^97 she married W. (/. W'hitcroft. and they reside

in r^hiladelphia, I'ennsyhania.

Thomas 1"". Martin saw the steamship "l.usitania
"

start (jn her maiden

voyage. This was at the time of his second triji abroatl. This is the vessel

that was sunk b^• a Cierman submarine in igi3.

HERBKRT L. SMITH.

barm life has been both jjleasanl and ])rolital>le to Herljert L. Smith,

of Ronald township, Ionia county, and he has never had a desire to change

his lot for that oi the city man witli his numerous cares that the rural

dweller knows not of. Mr. Smith was born in the above named townshii)

and county, b'ebruary 17, 1870, on the farm wliere he now lives. He is a

son of Ambrose G. and Evangeline ( Di.xon) Smith. The father was born

in Cayuga county, New York, June 21, 1844, and is a son of Daniel G. and

Lucetta (Sperry) Smith, both natives of Cayuga county. Soon after their

marriage they removed to Michigan and li\ed in Clinton county alwut eight

years, then located in Ronald township, Ionia county, on the farm in sec-

tion 19 on which the subject of this sketch now li\es. The death of Daniel

Ci. Smith occurred on March 15, i8(;i, his wife basing ])recede(l him to the

grave onh' b\ nine da\s, her death occurrmg .March (>. i8()i. .\mbrose G.

Smith was the eldest of their rt\e children. He was but one year old when

the family came to Michigan, and when eight vears old he went back to

New York, where he spent four vears in school, then rejoined his parents

in Michigan on the farm, lie and E\angeline Dixon were married in i86y.

She was born in the cit\' of Detroit in 1848. and was left an orphan at an

early age. Her death occurred on Jul\- 7, i8<)7. She was the mother ot

li\'e children, who will be mentioned in a later paragra])h in the course ol

this sketch.

The histor\- of the Dixon f;unil\- max- be accurately traced back to

( haiies Dixon, who was born in 17,^0 :il Kirleax'ington. I'.ngland, in the

East Riding of ^drkshire. lie immigr.ited to .Sackxille, New Brunswick,

and settled in \'o\a Scotia in 1 77-. b"-\aiigeline Dixon was born in ( )hio,
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and is a daughter of John E. and Thirza (Dille) Dixon. |iihn !*',. Dixun

was a son of Edward and Mary (Smith) Dixon. John E. was born in

181 1. Edward was the second son of diaries and Susannah (CoatesI

Dixon. This (."harles Dixon was tlie immigrant ancestor, having come from

luigland. He was a meml)er of the first parhament of New l>rnnsvvicl<,

in 1786, also was a member of the second parliament. He was collectur of

customs for some time, and was a man of infiuence in i)ui)hc affairs. He
was a fervent Methodist. It was in 183,^ tiiat John E. Dixon ni(i\ed to

Ohio. He was a carpenter and Iniilder. He and Thirza Dille were married

at EucHd, Ohio. For some time they lived at Marine Citv, then moved to

Detroit where he engaged in ship building until i860. In 1864 he was .sent

to .Vlabama to work on some gunboats for the go\ernment. His daughter,

ICvangeline, married A. G. Smith.

Ambrose G. Smith lived on the farm until i8yi when his parents died,

after which he moved to the tow-n of Ionia where he spent nearly two vears.

then bought a farm on State Road, one mile north of Ionia, and lived there

until iQio when he sold out and bought his jiresent farm On .\])ril 11.

igo6, he married Mrs. h^lizabeth (Brown) Saxton, widow of James Saxton,

deceased. Ambrose G. Smith was treasurer of Ronald township two terms.

He is an elder in the Christian church. Of his children, Herbert L. is the

eldest; Bertha L. is the wife of R. .\. Grover, of Ionia: -Maliel lives in Cali-

fornia; Carrie lives in Oregon, and Lucetta, who was graduated from a

medical school, is a practicing physician in (Oregon.

Herl)ert L. Smith attended the public schools of Ionia for six years,

and was within six months of graduation when his paternal grand])arents

died. He had been staying with them during his 'school davs. V\)(n\ their

deaths .Ambrose G. Smith was compelled to mo\e to Ionia in order to look-

after their property, thi^ made it necessary for Herbert I.. .Smith to return

to the farm, which he operated three or four years, then worked with his

father on another farm a year, after which he returned to the old home place,

where he has since remained. He is now operating two hundred acres, ;uid

in connection with general farming specializes in fruit growing ;ind dairy-

ing. He has twelve head of registered Holstein cattle, and about twenl\-

acres in fruit trees. He has a good income froui rdl de|)artiuents of his

farming business and has been very successful .ill .ilong the line.

Herljert E. Smith has always been a Republican. He was highway
commissioner for some tiiue, and in .April. igi2, was elected su])ervisor of

Ronald tfiwnship, and has held this office ever since.

On December 25, i8(;4, Herbert T,. Smith m.arrit'd M. laicetta l.each,
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will) was liorn at Sliiluli, Orleans township, this count}-, and is a daughter of

Theodore and AIar_\' Jane ( Brown ) Leach. The father was a native of

Ohio, and a son of Jonas and Lucetta (Latham) Leach. He came to Mich-

io^an with his parents during the late sixties and they settled near Shiloh,

Ionia ciiunt}-, where the parents spent the rest of their lives. Mary Jane
llrown was liorn near I'enwick, .Michigan, and is a daughter of Nathaniel

and Emma ( Milton) Bruwn, who came from England about 1854, settling

near Eenwick, Montcalm county, Michigan. Mr. Brown came first, and.

owing to a misunderstanding, he returned to England for his family, being

cjn the oce;ui at the same time his wife was coming to .\merica. When these

parents settled on their farm near Fenwick the country was still a wilderness,

the haunts of Indians and wild beasts, and they underwent the usual hard-

ships of |)ioneer life. Theodore I^each and wife live near Shiloh on the

farm where his father first settled. Jonas Leach, father of Theodore, was

a lumberman and cut off all the good timber in this locality. Theodore

Leach has devoted his life exclusi\elv to farming. He and his wife are the

parents of five children: M. Lucetta, Marvin 1*"., Milton K. (deceased),

Theodore L. and .\dah M. Mr. and Mrs. Smith ha\c two sons and two

daughters, namely: .Ambrose (jorham, Milton D., iMangelia Mabel and

Mar)' Lucetta. b^\angelia is the wife of Charles Brown and li\-es in Ionia.

S\Ir. and Mrs. .Smith belong to the ("rleaners. and he is a memljer of

the Maccabees.

JOSb:PH T. ANGELL.

Jose])h T. .\ngell, now Ining ui honorable rctu-emenl at his coz\- home

in Belding, .Michigan, ;iflcr s])t-nding nearh a (juartcr of a century in the

meat business and as a stock bluer, was born in ( olumbia countw .\'ew

^'o^k, twent\' miles from the cil\ of Albanw .\pril J5, 184(1. 11*-' 's ;i son

of .\ugustus and Anna I'.liza (Smith) .\ngell. The father was born in

l'ro\i(lence, Rhode Island, the eldest of the family of b.phraim -\ngell. of

English Quaker stock, :ind a descendant of ( iovernor W'inthrop, of Massa-

chusetts. Soon after the birth of Augustus .Angell the family removed to

( ohimbia count}', .\e\\ ^(prk, where h'phraim .\ngell spent the balance of

his life. The niollier of tin' subject was born in 1 )ulchess countw Xew \Ork,

and there grew to w ouKiiilioocl and recei\ed her educatiou. She niarried

Mr. .Angell in that counlv and there tliev established their home .and s|ient

the rest of their lives, ^Mr. .Angel! engaging in f.irining and stock bu\ nig.
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He was a prominent man in his coninninit) and a pnispenms farmer. These

parents were Quakers on Ijoth sides of the liuuse. and therefore the subject

of this sketch is a birthright Quaker.

J. T. Angell grew up on the home farm and received his educatinn from

a i)ri\ate tutur. employed by his father, later atlendmg the neighborhood

schools, then studied at the Idudson l\iver Institute, where he speiU t\\(j or

three terms, working on the farm during the vacation periods, l.aler he

took a course in Eastman's Business ('college at I'oughkeepsie, Xew York.

When tweiit}' years of age he went to Dupage countx, Illinois, witii a cousin

where they engaged in farming for one year, then went to .Missouri ;ind

worked for a fruit tree firm for two years, then retnrnetl to Illinois, Air.

Angell remaining at Lisle, Dupage county, about a year and a half, engaged
in mercantile pursuits, then sold his store and ino\ cd to ( )(k-ll, Illinois, blu-

ing out a general store which he operated se\en years, with a partner.

I'Voin there he came to Belding, Michigan, in 1S78. liis health failing

about this time he decided to discontinue mercantile pin"suits and. in order

to be in the open air, he began buying stock until 1880 when he opened a

meat market which he conducted with much success until icjoo when he

sold out and engaged in buying and shi])ping live stock to the I'.astern mar-

kets initil 1909, since which time he has been li\'ing retired from active life.

Joseph '!". Angell was married on Xo\ember _>(>. iXjj. to Alarv .\.

I'arker. a daughter of I'lenjamin .\. and bdiza .\mi ( Mdmonston ) Parker.

The father was born at .Xorth .\dams. .Massachusetts, but when a small

])oy his pareiUs took him to ( )ntario county, Xew ^Ork, where he grew up
and married. .Mrs. .\ngell received her eduaition in the ])ublic schools and

in -Maston .Vcademy, and it was while a student there that .Mr. Angell met

her. To their union ft)ur children ha\'e been born. nameK : Henjamin

Parker lives in Omaha, Xebraska. and is a traveling salesman for the Rich-

ard.son Silk ("oinj)any; .\. Leroy died when nineteen years old: I-Jeima M.

was graduated frf)ni the I'elding high scliool, the three-year course at Ypsi-

lanti X'ormal. and ( Ulnmbia University. Xew York ("it\-. and is now teach-

ing art in all branches in the State .X'ormal School at l-a ( rosse. Wisconsin;

Walter Herbert is assistant cashier in the iJelding Savings Bank.

Politically, Afr. .Angell is a Republican. He was a member of the council

when Belding was made a city, and for nineteen years was supervisor of the

.second ward. lie was highway commissioner two years before the city

was incorporated and he liuilt several bridges now standing. He is a mem-

ber of the Maccabees at I'elding. He build the si)lendid modern home at

2Zi Broas street, and also has other city property and real estate.
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HO\. ALLI':\ DI':XTOX AlURSK.

Hon. ,\llen Benton AJorse, fortiierly judfie cif the supreme court of the

state of Michigan, for many years a lea<hng inenil)er of the liar at Ionia, an

honored veteran of the Civil War, former state senator from this district,

one-time United States consul at (llasgow, Scotland, and former mavor of

Ionia, to whom the people of that city very properly may a])])lv the lo\ing a])-

pellation of "the grand old man of Ionia."' is a nati\ e son of this LX)unty. born

on a pioneer farm in Otisco township. January 7. 1839. the third white child,

and the first male white child horn in the countw son of ludge Tolin L. ami

Susan Ann (Cowles) iVIorse, natives of Xew N'ork state, and jjioneers and

long prominent residents of this county, and lioth of whom died in Iowa.

John L. Morse wa> horn at I'ortlandville, Xew ^'ork. May 13. 1S15, son

of Minor and Sally (May) Morse, hoth of English descetu. the former a

native of Guilford, Connecticut, and the latter of Monson. .Massachusetts,

who were the parents of four children, John L., Perry, (diaries and Saraii.

John L. Morse was reared as a farmer hoy in New ^'ork. liis elementary

schooling being followed by a course of two \'ears at ;ui acatlemw in 1822

his parents mo\-ed from Courtland county to Niagara county, .\e\v \'ork.

where the mother died in 1828, the eldest son being then thirteen \e;irs of

age, after which the father and the children returned to C'oiu-tland county,

where they remained three or four years, when they came to Michigan, set-

tling in (jakland county. At the time of his coining to this state. John L.

Morse was seventeen years of age, and for some years after coming here he

supported himself l>y teaching school during the winter months and farming

during the summers, (^n No\ember 3, 1834, hi' married Susan Ann ( ow les,

a daughter of \l\in and Roxanna (Potter) ('dwles. of Irish and b'.nglish

lineage, respectixelv. ]iionecrs of Michigan, and llu' parents nf two children,

both daughters, Susan Ann h;i\ing a sister, ('.-idelia. who married Rufus R,

Cook. In March, 1838, John L. Morse and his wife came to Ionia county,

settling in Otisco townshi]), thus being among the earliest settlers of that part

of the county. lohn T.. Morse was a man of \-igorons |)ersonaIitv and took a

leading part in the work of organizing the township, beitig elected lirst sui)er-

visor of the township, lie was a m:ui of gre;U energ\- and ])rospered in his

farming operations, at the same time continuing his ,icti\ ities in beiialf of the

general ])ublic. .and in 1845 was elected a member of the Michigan state Legis-

lature, representing the district then comjirising the counties of loni.n. Kent

and Ottawa, in which representative office he rendered a \aluable service not

otily to his district, but to the state at large, becoming ;i figure of state-wide
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importance. In 1849 he joined the gold-seekers who went to CaHfornia, and

was away from home for more than three years. In 1856 he was elected

judge of the probate court of Ionia countw and was re-elected to that office

in i860. ser\ing in all eight years. In 1866 Judge Morse decided to nio\e on

farther west, and emigrated to Iowa, settling in \\'right county, that state,

where he purchased a partially improved farm in the Belmond neighborhood,

and there established his home. His forceful personality made him a pul)lic

figure there, even as he had liecn here, and in 1868 he was elected counU judge

of Wright county. At the close of that term of public service he was elected

county auditor, a position he held until January i, 1876. In the meantime.

1875. he was elected a member of the si.Kteenth General Assembly of the state

of Iowa and represented the district comjiri-cd in the counties of Wright,
Hamilton and Humboldt during the sessions of the Legislature in 1876-77.

In 1869 Judge Morse was admitted to the [jractice of the law in the courts of

Iowa, and he spent the rest of his life in practice at lielniond. Judge and

Mrs. John L. Morse were the parents of ten children, namely : .Allen Benton,

the subject of this review; Cadelia, widow of Orsene Daniels, of iXirango.

Colorado: Joseijh D., deceased, who was a member of the Michigan State

Legislature in 1890-94: Martha, wife of G. L. Cutler, of Clarion. Iowa: Perry

L., deceased; Rhoda, wife of Shaler Hubbard, of Durango. Colorado: Rufus

C, of Belmond, Iowa; Willard J., also a resident of Belmond. Iowa; .\ddie,

who became the wife of John Whiting, and died in Iowa, and one who died

in inf;mc\'.

.\Ilcn B. Morse was reared on the pioneer farm in Otisco township, this

c(junty. receiving his elementary education in the crude local school of that

period, and later took a course at the State .Agricultural College at Lansing.

During the more than three years that h\> father was absent in ('alifornia.

in addition to carrying on the farm work, he taught school and in other useful

ways earned money to add to the family treasury, a hea\y task for a lad so

young. He early became attracted to the law as a profession and was en-

gaged as a law student when the ( ivil War broke mit. On Julv 10. 1861, he

enlisted as a private in Company B, Sixteenth Regiment. Michigan Volun-

teer Infantry, for service during the Civil War. and for meritorious service

presently was commissioned first lieutenant nf the Twenty-first Miciiigan.

later became adjutant of that regiment, and served as adjutant <ni the staff

of Colonel Frank T. .Sherman, conimruiding a Jjrigade in Sherman's di\-ision.

During the battle of Missionary Ridge, Tennessee, Noveml^er 25, 1863, he

lost his left arm, and on September 16. 1864, received his honorable discharge.

(29a)
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At the close of his inihtary ser\ice, Mr. Alurst- returned to Iiiiiia and

resumed the study of hivv in the office of W. 13. Wells, a prominent attorney

of that day, and was admitted to the bar on February 28, 1865, by Judge
Lewis S. Lovell, after which he formed a partnership with Air. Wells, which

continued until 1880, in which year the firm became Morse, Wilson & Trow-

bridge, and so continued until Judge Morse assumed his seat on the bench of

the supreme court of the state of Michigan, to which high office he had been

chosen during the election just pre\ious. Judge Morse served as justice of

of the supreme court of Michigan from October, 1885, to 1892, resigning in

the latter year to accept the nomination of the Democratic party as their can-

didate for governor. Shortly after his defeat in the memorable campaign.

Judge Morse was appointed by President Cleveland to the [losition of L'nited

States consul at Glasgow, Scotland, in which honorable position he rendered

distinguished service for four years, at the end of which time he returned to

Ionia and resumed his law practice, and was thus busily and successfull\- en-

gaged until his retirement. In addition to the puljlic services above referred

to, Judge Morse has served the public as state senator from this district, as

mayor of Ionia, and as prosecuting attorney for Ionia county, in all of which

service he was faithful to every obligation as a citizen and as an officer, during
all those years accjuiring a re])Ulalion for probit\' antl for efficienc\- of service

second to none in central Michigan, .and in the "evening" of his life is held in

the very highest regard, enjoying the fullest confidence and esteem of all

hereabout.

In 1874 .\llen li. Morse was married to l-'rances .Marion \';ui Allen, who

was born in Xew N'ork state, her parents also having been natives nt lli;'.l

State, of whose children two are still living, Herman \ an. Mien and Mrs 1..

B. Townsend, both of Ionia, fudge Morse and liis lirst wife were ihe ]);irenls

of the following children: .Marion, who married I'.lvert M. I );ivis, a promi-

nent attorney of ( irand Rapids, Michigan; \'an Allen, of Ionia, who married

Marguerite las])er and has two children, .Mien llenrv and Dan Jasper; Lucy

C, who ni.arried (lilbert Lee Yates, of Ionia, and has two sons, (iilbert I'.enion

and Lee \ an Allen, .and D.an R., who died .it the age of twenty years. The

mother of these children died in 1884, and on necember 12. 1888, Judge

Morse was married to .Anna Babcock, who was born nn ,1 pioneer farm four

miles from loni.a, in this county, ( )rtober 11. 1855, the d.aughter of Lucius

and Matilda (Way) Babcock. natives of New ^ork state, and early settlers

of this county, for many years prominent in all good works hercalxiut. the

latter of whom died in 1893. at the age of eighty years, and the former in

i8()3, ;it the age of eighty-five.
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HON. J. CLYDE WATT.

J. Clyde Watt was liorn in tlie village of Saranac, this county, on Octo-

her 4, 1873, and is a son of Samuel A. and Alice (Cotton) Watt, the

former of whom was a nati\e of Ohio, and the latter of Boston township,

this county. Alice Cotton was the daughter of Gilbert A. and Lucy M.

Cotton, who were pioneers in Boston township and both of whom held the

office of postmaster of the village of Saranac in an early day. Alice Cotton

was one of the first white children born in the township and frequently had

Indian children for her ])laymates. She was active in the work of the

church and is well remembered in this community. She died in the year

1906. Samuel A. Watt has been engaged in the mercantile trade at Saranac

for the past forty years.

Samuel .A. and Alice (Cotton) Watt were the parents of three children,

as follow: Dr. C. L., who is engaged in the practice of dentistry in Grand

Rapids, Michigan; J. Clyde, the subject of this sketch, and Stella M., wife

of Norman J. Ogihie, of Saranac.

J. Clyde Watt graduated from the public schools of Saranac. took a

course in a business college in Grand Rapids, and graduated from the law

department of the University of Michigan in the class of 1896 with the

degree of Bachelor of Laws. After the completion of his work at the Uni-

versity he entered a law office in Ionia and remained there until March,

1897, at which time he located at Saranac and has been actively engaged in

the practice of his profession since that time. Mr. Watt has been an earnest

worker in the Republican party, having served as president and secretary

of the Gridley Kepuljlican Clul) and as secretary of the Re])ublican countv

committee. He served as village and township clerk ; was circuit court

commissioner for Jonia count}' for fmir years, and was elected to the Legis-

lature in 1905 and re-elected to the session of 1907. In the year 191 3 he

was appointed by Governor Ferris as the Republican meml>cr <>{ the com-

mission to revise and consolidate all the laws of the state relating to ci\il

practice and procedure in the several courts. The work of the commission

was a])proved by the Legislature of 1915 and the act, wiiicli was the largest

ever passed by the Legislature, is known as the "Judicature Act."

On March i. 1905, J. Clyde Watt was married to Pearl Flint, daughter

of Dr. and Mrs. W. H. IHint, of Perry, Michigan, Miss Flint was edu-

cated in the public schools of the state and took a si)ecial course in music

at Olivet College. To this imion has been welcomed one child, b'lint Clyde,
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who was horn on Seittemher 15. 1915. Mrs. \\'att has taken an active part

in musical and social affairs in Saranac and has been closely identified with

iiterar}' work. She is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star.

In i8()4, through the accidental discharij-e of a shot gun, Mr. Watt had

the misfortune of losing his right arm and it was soon after this that he

deciiled to prepare for the law profession. He is prominent in fraternal

affairs, being a member of Boston Lodge No. 146, Free and Accepted

Masons; Ionia Lodge No. 548, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks;

Valley Chapter No. 276, Order of the Eastern Star, and is state consul of

the Modern Woodmen of x\merica. Mr. Watt made an excellent record in

the Legislature and is regarded as one of the staple men of the county and

one who has the best interests of the community at heart.

BYRON F. BROWN.

As assistant superintendent of the Richardson Silk Company at Beld-

ing, Michigan, Byron F. Brown has proven himself to lie a man of ability

and enterprise. He was born in this city, January 14, 1875, and he has

been content to s])end his life in his native community. He is a son of

Solomon S. and Harriet (Tallman) Brown. The father was born near

Brant f'ird. Canada, in 1829, and the mother was a native of Rensselaer

qounty, New York. Solomon S. Brown grew to manhood in his native

locality where he received a common-school education. When a young man

he learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed as a contractor and

builder up to his death. He came to Michigan and Ionia county in 1850

and in 1855 he married Harriet Tallman, a daughter of James Tallman,

who had located here with his family in 1844, settling one mile north of

Belding, carving out a home from the wilderness. They had come from

Detroit with an ox-team over the trail of the pioneers. He took up land

from the go\erumeu( .uid here he and his wife spent the rest of their lives.

After their marriage .Solomon .S. Brown and wife settled on a farm north

of loui.'i. at \\'oods Corners^ and Mr. r>ro\\n routiuued tarniing and car-

pentering here until he removed to Belding, being one of the first settlers

of this town, which at that time had seven houses and a saw-mill. He built

the first hotel here, and he was one of the earliest postmasters of the place.

.'\t th;it time tlu' mail was brought bv stage. Mr. Brown took a \'ery active

interest in the upbuilding of P.clding. His de;ith occurred in 1S81. llis
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widow surxiveil nineteen years, passing away in iqoo at an advanced age.
To these parents three children were born, namely : James H. lives in

Charlotte. .Michigan, where he is engaged in the real-estate business; Carroll

S., of Charlotte. Michigan, vice-president of the First National Bank, of

Charlotte, and Byron F. James H. and Carroll .S. formerlv constituted the

firm of Brown Brothers Clothing Company, of Charlotte, Michigan.
The subject of this review recei\ed a common and high school educa-

tion in Belding. graduating from the high school, after which he entered

the ofiice of Knott-Rutan & Company. Hour millers of
t'.eldiug. with which

firm he spent one year, then came to the Richardson Silk Company, starting
in the stock department. Being alert, trustworthy and wide-awake, his rise

was ra])id. and he soon mastered the various details of the business. He
has been with the company twenty-four years, his long retentino l)eing evi-

dence of his faithful and excellent work, and he is now occupving the

responsible position of assistant superintendent.

Byron F. Brown was married on October 17, igoo, to Jeanette Reed, a

daughter of Clarke P. and Jane Reed, of Owosso, Michigan, from which city

the Reed family later removed to Belding. Three children have been born

to yir. and Mrs. Brown, namely : B. J^hillip. Dorothy Louise and James
Carroll.

Politically, Mr. Brown is a Republican. He was for manv years a

memlier of the local board of education. He is president of the library
board of Belding. He belongs to the Belding Board of Commerce, and he

and his wife are members of the Congregational cluu-ch, of whicli he is a

trustee.

SVIA'l'.STI-.l^: D.WID ( liiCKERING.

One of the progressive agriculturists of Ionia county is Sylvester i)a\i<l

Chickering, of Orleans towiishi]j. wliu takes a delight in his \i)c;itiiiu. ;md.

lx;ing at the same time a keen ol)ser\er and a hard worker, has succeeded.

He was born on April 12, 1845, ^ibout seven miles south of Cleveland, Ohio.

He is a son of George and Clarissa Elvira ( I'ales ) Chickering. The father

was born in the state of .\e\\ N'ork in iXnS. and was a scju of (ieorge, .Sr..

and Juliet (Tracy) Chickering. (ieorge (.'bickering, jr.. was a small boy

when his parents moved to Ohio and he grew up near (.'le\'eland and there

married Clarissa E. Pales, who was born in Oswego county. New N'ork,
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Alarch 22,, 18J7, and was a daughter of David and Jvachael (Wheeler)

Kales.

Sylvester D. Chickering was six months (.)ld when his parents brought
him to Ionia county, AJichigan, in the fall of [•'^43. Indians were still

numerous in this locality. The father worked out ni the lumber woods and

in saw-mills. He was handy with tools and niatle a saw which was a great

improvement over the old style of saws, b'inally he bought forty acres in

Orleans township when Sylvester was seven years old, and four years later

he moved to Cook's Corners where he bought an acre and built a house and

there followed the coo])er's trade. He had man\- \ears prexioush- made

whisky barrels for a distillery in Ionia. He was sometimes compelled to

take a barrel of whisky in pa\' for his labors, antl sell the contents to his

neighl)ors. bVom (/ook's Corners he mi:)\ed to another fortv acres in

Orleans township, l>ut lost it l)y a Haw in the title, after li\ing there a year

or two, then moved to the place now owned by the subject of this sketch,

which he had bought some time previouslv. He luoved to the place about

1862 and here spent the rest of his life. He was a great hunter, for wild

game was plentiful when he came here, often killing two or more deer a da\-.

He was a Kepublican, and he held some luinor township offices. His death

occurred on .March ij. iXi)j. His wife died on June 2, iSS^. They were

the parents of six children, namely: Salh' .\nn died when three vears old;

Sylvester D., Roswell (i., Daniel Z.. l'',mor\- 11. . ;ind Kachael bdvira, who

married a Mr. Post.

The subject of this sketch li\ed with liis parents until his marriage,

April 28, 1875, to Anna M. \\'(}oldridge, who was born in Hull. J'.ngland,

in May, 1X49, a daughter of .Samuel Wooldridge and wife, a record of

whoiu will be found elsewhere in this work. .She was four vears old when

her parents brought her to .\nierica. She attended high school here, being

one of the graduating class of fi\e in 1871. She engaged in teaching tor

about ten years in different ])arts of Ionia ccnintN'. After his marriage Mr.

Chickering mox'ed to a farm in the southwestern corner of Orleans lown-

shi]), where he has since resided, llis ])l;u'e consists of one hundred .-md ten

acres, which he has kept well im])ro\cd. lie Iniilt his present h.aiidsonie

residence in the summer of loi t

l'"i\'e children have been born to Mr. and .Mrs. (bickering. I'.erthold

Adelbert, born on .September 14, 1S76, lives near the honiesle:id ; he m;n-ried

Mabel Noddins and b.is two children, M.anrice and ( )r\ille -S. Clarence
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Charles, born on December 24, 1878. married Myrtle Cosby, and they hax'e

four children, Laurence, Isabel, Inez and Clarence. This family lives in

Otisco township on a farm. .Mice, born in 1881, is the wife of William

Croel, Jr., (if bmia township, and they have three children, .\lice, William

and Russell. Lucia, born in 1883. is the wife of James Lind. They live

in Belding and have four children, Lucile, Harold, Helen and Marjorie.

Ernest, born in 18S6, who is farming on the home place, married Daisy

Doty, a daughter of Charles Doty, and the\- have three children. Iler1>ert,

Sylvester and .Mfred.

WILLL\M E. LE.-\CH.

William E. Leach, one of the successful farmers of Ionia county, was

born on .-\pril 24. 1850. in ("anada. the son of George and Margaret

(O'Brien) Leach. His mother died when he was but four days old. after

which his Grandmother Leach cared for him until he was ten years of age.

At that time he began to work for himself. He was employed by farmers

in the neighborhod and at the age of twenty-three he had saved two hundred

dollars.

William E. Leach married M;ir\- ( i. Drake, to whom wa;> born the fol-

low ing children : I*". E., \ern I^. and E. C. F. E. is an engineer on the

I'ere Marquette railroad: I''. C. is a motorman on the street cars of Grand

Rapids, and \"erne E. is a drayman in Belding.

After the death of his wife, Mary G., on June 6. rgio, .Mr. Leach mar-

ried .Mrs. Etta ' ^"oung 1 Recti, who had one son, Bert Reed, who is a rail-

road man in Duluth. Mrs. Leach was born in Jefferson county. Wisconsin,

on March 24, i85f). .She came with her ])arents to Mecosta county at the

age of tw'O years and there she grew to wom.-mhood and attended the dis-

trict schools. On April 23, 1877, she was married to Piruce Reed, who died

in 1889. On July 22. igi4. she became the wife of William E. Leach.

Mr. Leach is a member of the Grange and the Farmers Club and takes

much interest in the work of both organizations. Mrs. Leach is a member
of the Daughters "\ Kebekah and the Womrm's Christian Temijcrance

Union. Both Mr. ;mcl .Mrs. Le;ich are well known and prominent in the

county.



45^ IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

GILBERT W. WILSON.

Gilbert \V . Wilson, wcll-knuwn insurance agent and enterprising man
of affairs at lunia, this county, is a member of one of the oldest and most

prominent families in Ionia county, his parents having l)een pcjtent factors

in the development of the best interests of this communitv almost from the

days of the beginning of the social order hereabout. He was Ijorn at Ionia,

son of Henry J. and Helen Al.
( Moseman ) Wilson, both natives of New

York state, the former of whom was born in the town of Avon, in Livingston

county, and the latter in the town of Niles, in Cayuga count\-. Thev were

married after coming to ]\lichig;in in the days of their youth and their active

yeays were spent in Ionia, wliere their influence for good was felt in nianv

ways.

Henry J. Wilson was born on January 20, 1829, son of .Michael and

Statira (Jones) Wilson, the former a native of Countv Armagh. Ireland,

and the latter of the state of Massachusetts. Michael \\ ilson and wife were

the parents of seven children: Joseph J., (iilhert, Alfred, Weallhv .\nn,

Catherine, Henry J, and William. Henr}- J. Wilson came to Michigan as a

young man and located at Ionia, where he presently became one of the most

forceful figures in "the commercial life of the citw being for \-ears engaged
in the elevator and banking lousiness and, as a partner with W. C. Page, in

the marketing of wool and hides, long l>eing regarded as one of the most

substantial citizens of Ionia.

Not long after locating in Ionia, Henry J. Wilson was united in mar-

riage to Helen M. Moseman, who was born in .\iles, Cayuga countv. Xew
York, .\ugust 10, 1832, daughter of Charles .M. and Harriet \'. (Mills)

Mosem;m, both natives of Xew ^'ork state, the former born oti lulv 20,

1806, and the latter July 2, 1808. They came to Michigan with their t";uuilv

in 1844 and located at Ionia, wliere the\' s])em the rest of their days. Mr.

Aloseman dying on January 2(), 1833. His widow survived him for twenty-
five years, her death occurring on August 2, 1878. Charles M. Moseman
was engaged in the mercantile business in loiii;i. his store being located at

the corner of Third and .Main streets, where the Lampkin clothing store is

now situated, and his home w;is located on West M;iin street, lie and his

wife were the p;irents of twn daughters. 1 lelcu M., nioiln-f ni the -ubiect

of this biographical sketch, .iikI l,li/a A., who married l.imrs Kenne(l\- ;ind

died at Ionia on September 11, :i)i3, at the age of eighty-one years, she

having then been a resident of Ionia continnouslv for se\ent\-one vears.
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Helen M. Mosenuin was twelve years of age when she came to Mich-

igan with her parents and the rest nf her life was s])enl in Ionia, she haxing
Ijeen a resident of that city for sixty-nine years at the tnne of her death on

December 13, 1913. She was niarrietl to llenr\ J. Wilson on April 3, 1S54,

and abont a year after their marriage they settletl in the home which ihev

occupied the remainder of their lives, Mrs. Wilson luning been an occupant

of that home for nearly sixty years at the tnne of her death. Mrs. Wilson

was a woman of much energy and force of ciiaracter. She and her sistc.

Mrs. Kennedy, in 1880. built what is still known as the Moseman block on

West Main street. They also completed the erection of the four store

buildings located on West Main street on the grounds of the okl home, where

their father died, and in other ways ttiok an acti\e interest in the business

affairs and general tipbuilding of the town. She was an earnest member of

the Presbyterian church, as was her hnsljantl, and was a liberal contributor

to the support of that chtirch. and made a liberal conlribiuion toward the

erection of the new church, her children at the same time donating the norih

window in that edifice as a memorial to their father, \\h(p lor years had been

an elder and trustee in the chinch.

Mrs. W ilson e\er was an ardent [)romoter of all nieasiu"es designed to

advance the social and moral welfare of the comnnmity and for fifteen years

was the president of the local branch of the Woman's ( hristian Temperance
L'nion. Of the children born to Henry j. and Helen .M. ( Moseman) Wilson

fi\e are still living, as follow : .Mice W. Hutchins, wife of I,ee M. 1 lutchins,

of Grand Rapids, this state; Charles .M., of (irand Rapids; William K., of

that same citv; Huglv l'~., also of firand R.apids, and (lilbert W., of Ionia.

BRINTOX i'. 11 A I.I. .

P.rinton b". Hall, president of the Belding-Hall Company and thus head

o'' the great manufacturing concern which is generally regarded as the main

industrial asset of the town of Belding, this county, is a native of Massa-

chusetts, having been liorn in .\shlield. that state. December 15, 1865, son

of lo.shua and Electa ( Kdson ) Hall, lioih natives of that s.ame state, and is

a direct lineal descendant of John Hall, the second, who came from War-

wickshire, iMigland, in the year 1O30. ten years after the landing of the

['ilgrim leathers at I'lvmonth Rock, rmd settled at ( harlesi(]\vii, .Massa-

chusetts.
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The earlv lite <if lirintoii 1'". Hall was spent on a farm and upon coni-

l>leting the course in the ilistrict school at Beklingville. Ashheld. he took a

course in Sanderson Academy and in the ^\inter of iSS^ he taught school at

Ba])tist Corners. Ashlield, Massachusetts. In January. 1885, he came to

Michigan and hecanie ccmnected with the refrigerator company of which

the present Relding-Iiall ( '(impan\ is the direct successor, and has ever since

l>een acti\elv identified with the affairs of that great concern. .\t that time

the refrigerator com]Kin\- was carr\-ing on its operations in the large red

frame huilding in which the I'.elding Basket Company now has its canvas

basket department. l'"rom a business of small proportions, using the meth-

ods of that da\-. Mr. Hal! has witnessed and beeji a vevy x'ital factor in the

changes which ha\e taken phice in manufacturing methods since then and

which li;i\e resulted in the splendid factories known ,is ".V" ;md "B," wliich

the company is using at the jiresent time and which give the Belding-Hall

Company high rank as one of the very largest refrigerator manufacturing

concerns in the world.

During the lirst six \ears of his connection with the refrigerat<ir c<im-

panv at Belding, Mr. Hall acted as the company's New I'.ngland repre-

sentati\e, with his headquarters in Boston, l)ut in i8cji he returned to Bekl-

ing to take U]) his permanent residence and has made his home in that city

ever since. Ujjou the reorganization of the company in 1907 and the crea-

tion of the present Belding-Hall Company. Mr. Hall, the company's largest

stockholder, was elected ])resident of the same .and has served in that execu-

tive position e\er since, long having been regarded as one of the most ener-

getic and enterprising business men in Michigan. Mr. Hall's business ven-

tures are not confined wholb' to the great concern of wliich lu' is the head,

but he is connected with se\eral other local enter])rises of an important char-

acter and is president of the Peoples Sax'ings Bank of Itelding and ;i director

of the National Bank of Ionia, at Ionia, this countx'. Mr. Hall h;is always

been acccjunted one of the cit\'s chief "boosters" and is ever found in the

forefront of ,in\ ni(]\enient designed to ad\'ance the materi.al welfare of

the comuinuit\-. He is the owner ol oui' of the linest r;mchc^ in ibis state,

situated three and one-balf miles east ot Belding, and takes much pride in

the line (|ualit\ of tln' .-ijiplcs ])ro(lnceil in the great orchard on that ranch.

Mr. ll.iU is an ardent Repulilican and for ve.ars as cbairmrui of ibc l\e]iub-

lican cit\' committee, bis ;icti\ities in that connei'tion having gi\cii him a

state-wide ac(|u;untance among politicians. In iS()d he was ]iresident of the

Young Men's Reiniblican Club of I'elding and in ilial c;i]);(cit\- ronilered a

notable service in lubalf of hi', party during the memorable campaign of
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that year. In i<)oo he was elected delegate from the fifth district to the

national con\ention of the Re])ul)lican jxirtX', held that year in I'hiladeljjhia

and which nominated William i\lcl\inle\- the second lime tdr President.

For six years Mr. Hall served as a niemher of the hoard of education of Beld-

ing and for two years was president of the l>oard.

On October ig, 1892, Brinton F. Hall was united ui marriage to h'lorence

K. Wilson, daughter of David E. Wilson and wife, and the\- occu])\- the

re.sidence at the corner of I'earl and WashingtDn streets, considered to he

one of the finest in the city. Mr. ;m(l Mrs. Hall take a proper jjart in the

city's social and cultural .activities and .ire regarded as among the leaders in

local philanthmpic moxements. Mr. Ilall is ;ui ardent s])iirtsman, fond of

fishing and hunting. ])articularl\ of the latter, and makes ;i trip e\'er\- \ear

to the wilds of the .\lgoma district in Ontario, in (|uest of moose. He has

brought down rpiite a number of these huge creatures and the heads of four

of these trophies of his prowess as a Nimrod ha\e lieen mounted and ha\e

been ])ut u]) in his oflice. s|)lcudid specimens and \isil)le proof of his fine

marksmanship.

CH.XRI.ES L. A\IT,SON.

Charles L. Wilson, \eteran laxwer at Saranac, this c<iunt\-, former judge

of probate for Ionia count\' and former prosecuting atturnew who has been

continuously engaged in the ])ractice of law in this county since his gradua-

tion from the law department of Michigan University in 1867, is a native

of the great l-"mi)ire state, but has lived in Michigan since he was an infant

in arms and has thus been a witness to and a participant in the wonderful

develojjment that has marked this region within the ])ast generation, lie

was horn at Warsaw, New ^'ork, I''el)ruar\ j, 1843, ^'"i "^ Samuel juid

Sebrina E. (Shaw) Wilson, both n.atives of New ^'nrk state, wlm later

became pioneers of Ionia county, where their last days were spent.

Samuel Wilson was born at Verona, New ^'ork, .'\pril 4, i8oj, eldest

of the six children born to Daniel and Sarah Wilson, the others ha\ing

been .\mmon, Thomas, .Maria, l\hod,-i and Sarah. At ('ovington, Xew ^'ork,

in 1838, Samuel Wilson was united in marriage to Mrs. Sebrina l'~. Jenks,

widow of Christopher jenks and daughter antl only child of Samuel and

Sybil Shaw, who were born in \"ermont, of Scottish and luiglish jjarentage,

respectively, and who emigrated to New ^'ork about the year 1800, settling

at Rrutus, where their daughter, Sebrina, was born on Tune 10. i8ro.
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Cliristuplier Jenks left at hi^ death two sons. Loren S., born on February

16, 1833, and Judsun J., October 3, 1834, both now deceased. At an early

date I,oren and Judson Jenks left this county and went to California, return-

\ng after several years for a visit at the home of their boyhood in Saranac.

Durin;;- the period of that visit Loren S. Jenks married Eliza Cotton, of

Saranac, and later returned to California, where four children were born

to him and his wife, namely: Lola, N'ernon, Lla and h'rank, all of whom

are ii\ing' save \ ernon.

It was in 1844 that Samuel Wilson and his family came to Michigan,

settling near J'cjutiac, whence, in 1840, they came to Ionia county and settled

in Boston townshi]), where Samuel Wilson bought the residence and other

real estate holdings of Cyprian S. Hooker in that locality, he being one of

the first settlers of that ])art of the county. .Mr. Wilson converted the

dwelling ])lace into a ta\ern, which he and his wife conducted, at the same

time engaged in farming until they erected a new hotel, now known as the

C(_)nimcrcial House, at Saranac. which they and tlieir sons conducted until

1867, in which \ ear Mr. Wilson liought the residence of Tunis Cronkhite,

largel\- improved the same and there spent the rest of his life, his death

occurring on Ajjril 4, 1874. His widow survived many years, residing with

her son, the suliject of this sketch, until her decease on December o. igoj,

she then being in her ninety-first year and having retained her mental and

jihvsical strength until her last illness. She was a member of the Episcopal

church and in her life work was ambitious and painstaking. During the

long ]ieriod of her hotel-keeping she was regarded as a most excellent land-

lady. She suijerintended the dinner at the fust Fourth of July celebration

held in Saranac, a free dinner sjiread on a long, roughly constructed, but

well-provided table set in front of the old tavern. Hon. Los E. Jones, of

Ionia, was the orator of the da\'. A Large "libert\- ])ole" was raised and the

occasion was regarded as the most success I ul celeliration in the ear]\' historv

of the village.

To Sannicl and Selirina l'.. ( .^haw ) WiKon wfn- born three children,

the subject of this sketch liaxing a hrotlier. (ieorge I',, born on .September

10. 1840, and a sister, .Sarah M., July _'.|, 1848. (ieorge B. \\"ilson was

l)orn at Warsaw, New York, and w ,is but four years old when his parents

came to this state. He was reared at Saranac ;md was connected with the

earh- history i>f that \illage until his enlistment in the Twenty-first Regi-

ment, .Michigan X'ohnUeer Infantry, for ser\'ice during the Civil War, being

later transferred to the Mississip])i Marine P)rigade, with which he .served

till the enil i<\ the war. I'ollowing the completion of his militarv ser\ice
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George B. Wilson married Xancy M. I'ulleti, daughter of John and jane

Follett, early settlers of this county, and resided in Ionia and Kent counties

until the death nf his mother in lyoo, when he hcnight the old home in

Saranac, wliere lie is now living, retired. ( )n .Xovember 9, njo'j. -^Irs.

Nancy l-oliett Wilson died, lea\ing one son, lerman G. Wilson, of Keene

township, this county, and on jime 15, 1910, George B. Wilson married,

secondly. Mrs. 1-dla AlcKean, who was liorn on Januar)' 20, 1S52.

Sarah Al. W ilson, only ilaughter of Samuel and Sebrina Wilson, was

born at Saranac and grew to womanhood in that village. On September 2,

1866, she married F. Henry Spencer, a Saranac druggist, who had served

as a hospital steward durnig the Ci\il War, and to that union were born

two children, Belle, born on April u, 1869. and Charles F., February 10,

1873. On Noveml>er 12, 1890, Belle Spencer was united in marriage to

Elmer E. Power, who was born on March 14, 1863, now living near St.

Maries, Idaho, to which union three children ha\e been born, Harry H.,

Paul, who died in 189J, and Wilson H. Charles F. Spencer is married and

resides in Chicago. I-'. Henry Spencer, for many years one of Saranac's

best-known merchants, died on Augtist 16, 1889, and his widow is now

making her home w ith her daughter. Airs. Power, in Idaho.

Charles L. Wilson was but little more than one year old when his par-

ents came to Alichigan and he grew up at Saranac. his boyhood being spent

as chore boy about the ta\ern and in attendance at the district school. At

the age of fourteen he obtained employment, under Ca])tain Simmons, on

the "Nawl>eck" and later, under Captain Parks, on the "Porter," steamers

plying on Grand river prior to the ad\ent of the railroad l^etween Detroit

and Grand Haven. On October 5. 1858. he became engaged as a clerk for

Frazell & Stevens, dealers in merchandise and farm products, and for two

years was thus engaged wdiile not attending school. Then during the sum-

mers he attended the State Normal and the Ypsilanti union schools and

during the winters clerked for II. Rich & Company at loni.i until 1864,

when he engaged with his former employer, D. K. brazell, in conducting

the latter's sutler establishment in the X'eteran Reserve Ctjrps al Indian-

apolis, and upon the completion <-f that form of service began teaching

school in Keene township. During the meantime .Mr. Wilson was devoting

his leisure hours to a close study of Blackstone and Kent's "Commentaries,"

and he presently entered the law- (le])artment of Michigan University, from

which he was graduated in 1867.

Thus admirably e(|uip])cd for the practice of his profession. Mr. Wilsdu

opened an office at Saranac. his home town, and later continued in pr.icticc
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at Ionia, the conntv scat, but tor vears has l)een located at Saranac, where,

in acUHtion to liis law practice, he has been actively engaged in the real-estate

business. Judge Wilson is a Democrat and has l)een honored l)y election to

various public offices, haxing served his home township as clerk and as

justice of the pe;ice and the count\' as prosecuting attorney and judge of

probate. During his professional career. Judge Wilson has been associated,

as a partner, with the law firms n\ Wilsnn & Strickland, A'osper & Wilstin

and Morse, Wilson & Trowljridge. the latter llrni continuing until the elec-

tion of Judge .Mor--e as justice of the Michigan su])reme court. ludge

Wilson is a Royal Arch Mason ruid a Knight 'rcmjjlar, for se\-eral years

master of Boston lodge, and is a member of the chajiter and the commanderv

at Ionia. His law ]iractice in recent \ears has chiet1\- been confined to office

work and probate |)ractice. Me has long gi\-en earnest attention to th

general business affairs of his home community and is one of the directors

of the Saranac State Bank.

OTIS D. TYLER.

.Another general farmer of Ionia count}- who is making a specialty of

raising some fine grade of li\e stock is Otis I). Tyler, of Orange township,

and he is m.ikiug a success of each department. He was lx)rn in the home

in which be now li\es, Seiitember 28, 1862, and is a son of Isaac E. and

b^liza (i. (Hitchcock) Tyler. The father was born in Livingston county.

New ^'ork, J;muar\' 15, 1817, .and remo\e(l with bis parents to Oakland

county, Michigan, in 1836. with an ox-team, Isaac E. being at the time

nineteen years old. The following- xear. Dean .M. Tyler, father of Isaac E.,

ren-ioved w-ith his familv to Orange township, bmia county, entering two

hundred acres from the go\-ernment, which land is now in jiossession of the

suliject of this sketch. In coming here they had t<i blaxe their trail through

the wilderness, ;md to cut their road ]iart of the wav. This farm was all

in timber, but it was soon cleared up anil in growing crops, llieir first

dwelling was a log hut. 1 U-re Isiiac I'.. Tyler remained with his f;Uher a

number (>\ vears, assisting- in the dexelopment ot the ]jlace, finally buying

the farm from the rest of the heirs. Oi |anuar\- 5, 1840, he married l''.liza-

belh llrowu, who was born in l-Jii;land, from which country she came to

.America wlu-n \-oimg, first settling in New ^'ork, and while tlu-re first met

Isaac !•",. 'fxler. Iler death occurred in 1854. .She was the mother of i'we
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children. n;iiiiely : Amelia, w ho was the first white child horn in Orange

ti>\\nsh'i). Ionia count\'. i> the widow of C"a])t. John E. Smith, who was a

prominent plusician in I'ortland in his da\-: lunerson died when eigiUeen

mcuths old: Sarah li\es with the subject of this sketch; Louise is the wife

of James I'age, uf Dexter. .Michigan: Mehina is the wife of Donald

McCalum, of (niide Rock, Xeljraska.

Isaac E. Tvler's secnnd wife w;is a sister to his first wile, Mrs. Sarah

(Brown) Field, who died on Jul\' _'0, 1858. Isaac E. Tyler's third wife

was I'LIiza G. Hitchcock, who was l)orn in Cataragus county. New York.

She came to Michigan t<i visit relati\'es and while here met Mr. T}ler. who

later went to htr lionie in Xew N'ork state and the\' were married there on

January i. i8(io, and at once tot)k up their residence on the farm in Ionia

count)', where thev spent the rest of their lives, his death occurring on

December 15. looi, at the adxanced age of eighty-fi\e years, her death hav-

ing occurred on (October 2. i8()7. To thi^ third union four children were

horn namely: Adeline (".. decerised. was the wife of John Rossman. of

Otisco township, Ionia count\ :
( )tis 1). is the subject of this sketch: William

1. lives at Xiles, Michigan: Mary 1".., who was graduated from the roriland

high school, taught two months on the second \ear in th;ii school, and her

death occurred on July 12, 1887.

Isaac E. Tvler was a devoted member of the ISaptist church, he and

his father and the immediate family were charter members of the Portland

Baptist church which was organized in 1840, and he was ;i deacon in the

same for over fifty years, taking a very acti\e interest in the church.

Politically, he was a l\e])ublican, but w;is never very acti\e in ])ublic affairs.

Otis D. Tyler was educated in the district schools and went as far as

the tenth grade in the [''inland high school. He s))ent his boyhood on the

home farm, buying forlv acres of the same when he reached young man-

hood and lived on the land two or three years, .and upon the death of his

]jarents piu'chased the rest of the ])lace, com]>rising two hundred acres .and

this he still owns, basing kept it in excellent cultixation and well impro\'ed.

It includes all the land which his grandfather entereil from the govermuent

during I'resident T\ler's administration.

(^tis I). T\ler was married on I )ecember 10. iScjo, to .\lta M. Timiey.

daughter of Henry and Jerusha ( I>iugham ) Tinney, natives of Ohio, where

they grew up and were married, removing from there to Clinton county,

Michigan, where their daughter, .\lta, grew up and was educated. Mr.

Tinney b'ought a f.arm in Eagle township soon after his marriage and there

he and his wife s|)ent the re^t of their lives, his death occurring on l-"eliru-
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ary -', i8qo. his wife ])rece<ling- liim to tlie grave in 1884. when Alta was

seventeen years old.

To Otis D. Tyler and wife three ehildren were liorn: \'eryl !., who

graduated on Tune i. IQI.^. from the Portland high school, then attended

the Michigan Agricultural College for two years, is no\v at home. Zelma

A. married Lester CampheH on June 11. 1914, and they live on their own

farm in Danhv township, this county. He is a graduate of the TV^rtland

high school and taught school four years. To Mr. and Mrs. ('ani])l)ell one

child has been horn, Stewart M. Dean 11. Tyler, the third child, is attend-

ing Portland high school, where he is making an excellent record.

Mr. Tyler and his son \ er\l 1. are both members of Portland Lodge

No. 31, b'ree and .\ccepted Masons. The elder Tyler is a trustee of the

Baptist church in Portland to which all the family belongs, and he has long-

been active in church work. Politically, he is a Republican. He was at

one time treasurer of Orange townshi]x and he was also treasurer and

director of his school district for a number of years.

LORENZO WIUIRKR.

Lorenzo Webber, cashier of the Webber .State Savings Bank, of I'ort-

land, Michigan, an institution founded by his lather in 1870, was born near

Watkins (Blossburg) Schuyler county. New \'ork, on July 22. i86y. He

is a son of John A. and Mary 1<:. (Mason) \\'el)ber, the former being born

in the village of .Monterey, Orange township. Schuyler county. New York,

the son of Lorenzo and Jane .\. (Welch) Weljlier, who moved to New

York from N'ermont in i8_'S. John A. Webber was born and reared on

a farm, but bis father, Lorenzo, who was a well-to-do man tor that day,

drifteil into other enterprises and passed his l;itter year^ in Elmira. The

Wel)bers are one of the older families oi this count)-, tracing their ancestry

back in unbroken line to 1704, when their forbears came from England to

this conntrv and establislied the \merirau branch ol the t;unil_\-.

It was while still engaged in farm enterprise^ that John -\., father of

the subject of this review, and his micle. Jack Webber, opened a retail meat

market in bdmira, resorting U< this means of disposing of the surplus

auKjunt of shee]> and other animals on the farm, not being aide to obtain

paying prices otherwi.se. Ii w;is while thus engaged in bdmira that John

A. met and married Mary I'.. Mason, a daughter of George W'. and Mary

(Collingwood) Mason, Mr. Mason being editor and proprietor of the lead-
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ing iie\vspa])er in Elmira at lliat time. John .\. Wchlicr was married on

June 5. 1800, and continued to reside in Elmira for a short time. I'or a

time he was tran;->hii)]>iny clerk tor the Bloss Coal Mining & Uaih-oad

Company at W atkins. Xew ^"ork (where Lorenzo was born), but left the

employ of that coinpan\- to come to I'ortland, this county, to establish the

banking firm of L. Webber & Son, his father being associated with him,

and untler that linn st_\le the business was conducted until the death of the

elder Lorenzo W ebljer in i<S84. John A. Webber continued the business

alone until when Lorenzo was admitted to partnership, and from 1891 until

1908 the firm name was John A. Webber & Son, but since January, 1908,

it has been known as the Webber State Savings Hank.

Lorenzo \\ ebber is the eldest of a family of four children. A brother,

George Mason, born April j8. 1872. died on b'ebruary 11, 1891 ; Charles,

June 9, 1875, is also dead, passing away on January 29, 1876; Christine,

the x'oinige'^t. July 18, 1878, and is the wife of James A. Latta. of Minne-

apolis, Minnesota. John A. Webber died March 20, 1905. being the active

head of the banking l)usiness u]) to the time of his death. In addition to

that business, he had accumulated about nine luuulred acres of farming lands

in this county and left considerable estate to his heirs.

Lorenzo Webber received his elementary education in the Portland

schools, later studying at the Liggett llcjme and Day School in Detroit.

From there he went to I'hillips .Vcademy ;it Ando\er. from which institu-

tion he was graduated in 1889, when he matriculated at Harvartl. He con-

tinued his studies there for two years, and was called home in 1891 by the

death of his brother, (jeorge. who had been assisting in the bank, and has

himself given his undi\ided attention to that enter])risc since that time.

Lorenzo Webber was married .September ij, 1899, to Dora Alice Stone,

daughter of William Harvey anil Flora (Wilkes) Stone, and to their union

has been born a family of four children, Charlotte Elizabeth, John A., and

Christine are attending the I'ortland schools, while ( onstance. the youngest,

is not yet of school age. Mr. Weljber is a member of the ancient order of

Free and Accepted Masons, through Portland Lodge, No. 31, having served

as treasurer thereof for .several years. He holds his religious membership
in the I'irst t. ongregationrd church of I'ortland. has been treasurer of that

l)ody for several \ears and is now also deacon. Politically, he gives his sup-

l)ort to the Republican party and filled two three-year terms ;is a member
of the school board. He is one of the progressive men of this county, a

man who realizes full\- his (jbligation in all walks of life and fulfills his

<luties to the best of lii~ ability.

(30a)
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CLYDE A. KNAPP'.

Clyde A. Kiiapp, a well-known )(iung manufacturer, memljer of the

progressive firm of ]•',. J. Knapp & Cmnpany. manufacturers of paint, at

Belding, a former alderman of the city of Belding, a niemher of the Board of

Commerce of that city ami in other wa\s interestetl in the de\-elopment of his

home city, is a native son of Ionia countv, having been l)orn in the town of

Smyrna, in Otisco townsiiip, this county. June H). 1880. son of \\. ]. and

Jeannette (Hayes) Knap[). well-known residents of this countv, the former

of whom was born in Wayne county. New York, and the latter in this countv,

for years prominent residents of Belding. When Jeannette Ha\'es was a

child her father died and her nujther married Charles Xorthwaw

E. J. Knapp was born on July 16, 1830, and was reared (jn a f;irni in

Wayne county. New York, where he Ii\ed until he was twenty-three years of

age, at which time he came to Michigan, settling in Ionia countv. and shortly

thereafter married Jeannette ETa\'es. who was liorn in this countx'. member
of one of the ])ioneer families of the .Smxrna neighliorhood. l'"or a short

time after his marriage Mr. Knai)]) made his home in Smyrna and then

moved onto a farm in Otisco township, where he lived for fi\-e \ears. at

the end of which time he went to Coojiersville, i\Iichigan, where for a short

time he was engaged in the milling business. He then went to Cirand i\a])ids

and for ten years resided there, during which time he was engaged as a

traveling salesman, a jiart of the time for ;i machine com])an\- and then

for a ])aint com])any. \\'hile emi)loyed In- the latter concern he ac(|uireil a

thorough knowledge of the ])aint business and in 181)5 returned to this countw

locating at Belding. where he established a plant for the manufacture of

paint and has lieen thus engaged verv successfulh' e\er since. Iv I. Knapj)

& Com]>any. com])ose(l of !•".. J. Knap]), C. A. Kna])p and L. M. Berrv,

makes a specialty of its widely-known "Woh'erine l^lastic'" paint. ;i heat-

and acid-resisting product, designetl jiarticularly for roofs, structur.il iron.

smoke-stacks and the like, and does a large business.

To E. J. Knapp and wife four children; b;i\e been born, (^lyde A..

Edith M., Clifford II. and Cl.ayton 11. Cl\<le \, Knapp .ittended school ;U

Belding. He has l)cen associated with bis |",-u1kt in the p.aint works e\er

since 1005. Me h.as long taken an acli\e p.art in the cit\'s business life and

is an inlliu'uti.al ini'mber ol the ilelding Hoard ol ( 'ounuerce, lie is a

l\c]iulilic;ui and lor lour yt'ars st'rxed ;is ;i member of the bo.ard <if ;il(ler-

nun. re])resenting the second ward. On .\])ril _^. igi(j, he w;is elected
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mavor of Belding. He is a Mason, a iiieniher of Belding Lodge No. 355,

P^ree and Accepted Afasons, and a nienil)er of Fortima Lodge No. 120,

Knights of Pythias, which latter l(Klge he has served as vice-chancellor. In

1907 Clyde A. Knapp was united in marriage to Helen E. Wright. Mrs.

Knapp is a nieuiher of the Congregational church and the Order of the

Eastern Star and hoth she and Mr. Knapp take a proper part in the city's

various social and cultural activities.

FRED L. SPENCER.

Fred L. Spencer, president of the Spencer Jilectric Light and Power

Company, supervisor of the first ward of Belding, this county, and for

years one of the hest-known citizens of that city, is a native son of Mich-

igan, having been born on a pioneer farm in Jackson county, this state,

April 12, 1838, .son of Thomas and Jane (DeYarmond) Spencer, both

natives of Nova Scotia, Canada, the former of whom was the grandson of

an Irish immigrant who settled at Halifax and the latter of French and

Scottish parentage, her father having been of French descent and her mother,

who was a Fletcher, having been of Scottish descent.

In 183 1 Jane DeYarmond accompanied her father on a trip to the

Territory of Michigan and was at Detroit for a year, at the end of which

time they returned to Nova .Scotia and presently returned to Michigan with

a party which settled in \\'ashtenaw county, not far from .Ann Arbor. One

of the members of this party was Thomas Spencer and not long after their

arrival in this state he and Jane DeYarmond were united in marriage.

After his marriage Thomas Spencer settled at Norvcll, in Jack.son county,

where from 1836 to 1840 he o]ier;ited a saw-mill lie was a skilled mill-

wright and for years was one of the best-known millmen in this part of

the .state. In 1840 he moved back to Wa.shtenaw county, buying a farm

near Manchester, and about a year later located at Manchester, where he

was engaged as a carpenter until 1843, in whiili year he iiKJxed to a farm

one-half mile from Yicksburg, south of Kalamazocj, but in the fall of that

same year mo\ed back north and settled on a farm in Kent county, near

Lowell and .-\da_, whree they lived until in June. 1S46. in which month they

moved into what then was Oaklield township, Kent countv. where iu- bought

a forty-acre farm and cleared it up and after this traded for one hundred

and sixtv acres in .\orth (^akfield. also owned one hundred and twenty acres
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adjoining same, and there iie erected a saw-mill. .\s settlers were attracted

to that point the township presently was divided, and the name was changed

to Spencer township, in honor of the pioneer millman, Thomas Spencer,

who was elected lirst supervisor of the same. In 1863 the Tliomas Spencer

mill was destroyed l)y tire and .Mr. Spencer then moved to Montcalm county,

where he bought a farm in Montcalm township, and in that county spent

the rest of his life, his death being due to a mill accident at Langston.

Fred L. Spencer grew up to the life of the pioneer farm and the life

of the big woods and from boyhood was a valuable assistant to his father,

both on the farm and in the mill. He married in 1863 and in that same .

year accompanied his father uiion the latter's removal to Montcalm county.

In association with Jackson Barr. under the tirm nrune of Barr & Spencer,

he took the contract for building the state road from Greenville to Big

Rapids and after the death of his father occupied the latter's farm in Mont-

calm township, where he lived until 1868, in which year he moved to Green-

ville, where he engaged in the general mercantile business and was thus

engaged until his wife's health failed. They then went to California, where

they remained a .\-ear, afterward returning to Greenville, where they

remained until 1881, in which year Mr. Spencer bought an interest in a saw-

mill at Sunrna, this county, and was engaged in the milling business there

until his removal to Belding in 189^. Upon his arrival in Belding Mr.

Spencer immediately entered actively into the industrial and business life

of the city, one of his first acts being the organization of die Spencer Fdec-

tric Light and Power Company, of which he has been the president ever

since its organization in 1803. When the city was organized he was elected

sujiervisor of the lirst ward, tlicn others held the office for a term of years;

Iritcr he was elected again and served for ten years. lie also started a him-

ber yard at Belding and operated the same for a few years after locating

there and in other ways has taken an active interest in affairs generalls- in

that city. He is a Democrat and for years has lieen looked nix)n as one

of the leaders of the party in this county.

On lanuarv 1. 1S63, I''red L. Spencer was united in marriage to Judith

.\. Sutton, one of tlie four daughters of Avery and Rosamond ( Ingraham)

Sutton, natives of Ontario county. New \nrk, who moved from that state

to the Lowell neiLjhborliodd, in L;ike counlx". huli.'uia, where they lived for

three wars, at tlie end of which time they came to Michigan, settling in

Kent county, where they spent the remainder of iheir lives. To Mr. and

Mrs. Spencer two children have been born, ihuighlcrs both. Agnes, tormer

lirincipal of the Lclding' --chools, who married (,"liark's Xeland, a liard\\;ire
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merchant at Tenia, and Maliel. a sinuiuatc of the Beidint; lns,di sclinul ;md

the Universitv of Michigan, who is now a teacher in the central iiigh school

at Grand Rapids. The Spencers are members of the Bajrtist church, Mr.

Spencer being one of the deacons of the church and the moderator of the

official board of the same.

ALBERT C. RENKES.

.\lbert C. Renkes, a well-known and enterprising young merchant of

Clarksville, this county, is a native son of Michigan, having been liorn on a

farm in Johnston township, Barry county, this state, August 23, 1892, son

of \\'illiam N. and Edith A. (Risbridger) Renkes. both of whom were born

in that same county, their respective parents having been pioneers of Barry

county. William N. Renkes is the son of John Renkes anil his wife is a

daughter of ^^"illiam Risbridger. Both John Renkes and wife were

natives of Germany and \\'illiam Risbridger and his wife came to this coun-

try from England.

William N. Renkes was reared on a pioneer farm in Barry county and

followed farming as an occupation until 190Q, in which year he engaged

in the mercantile business at Dowling in his home county, and was dius

engaged until November, 19 14, when he retired from business and moved

to Clarksville, this coimty, where he since has made his home. To him and

his wife two sons were born, the subject of this sketch having an elder

brother, Percy L. Renkes. who is engaged in the grocery business at St.

Johns.

Albert C. Renkes received his elementary education in the districi

school in the neighborhood of his home in Barry county, supplementing the

.same by a course in the Michigan Business and Normal School at Battle

Creek, after which, at the age of eighteen years, he entered his father's

store as a clerk and gained a practical knowledge of the goods business.

On .August 19, 1912, he went to Clarksville. where he bought the grocerv.

dr)- goods and meat store of Burns & P>rutton, and has ever since been

engaged in business there, during which time he has consiflerablv enlarged

his stock and greatly extended his tra<le, being now numbered among the

leading merchants of the town. Not only is he the youngest merchant in

Clarksville, but he is recognized as one of the most enterprising and prog-

ressive and he has created for himself a very definite place in the commercial

life of that part of the county. Mr. Renkes is a Democrat and gives a good
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citizen's attention to the political affairs of the community. In 191 4 he

was the nominee of his party for the office of township supervisor.

On October 19, 191 1, in Barry county, this state, Albert C. Renkes was

united in marriage to Ethel B. Robinson, who was born in Hope township,

Barry county, December 31, 1892, daughter of George A. and Cora (Ter-

pening) Robinson, well-known residents of that community, and to this

union one child has been born, a daughter, Donna B., born on December 6,

1912. Mr. and Mrs. Renkes take a proper part in the various social and

cultural activities of their home town are are earnest supporters of all local

movements looking to the advancement of the community interest there-

about. Mr. Renkes is a Mason and a member of the local lodge of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows and takes a warm interest in the affairs

of those two popular organizations.

JOHN EMERSON ROSS.

John Emerson Ross, a well-known retired farmer and fruit grower of

Lyons township, this county, who occupies the farm his grandfather entered

from the government in the days of the early settlement of that part of

Ionia county, is a native son of this county, bom on a farm in section 4,

Lyons township, just north of his present home. May 23, 1853, son of

Joshua Jay and Julia (Nichols) Ross, both natives of the state of New
York, early residents of the northeastern part of Ionia county.

Joshua Jay Ross was born in Rensselaer county. New York, August

21, 1826, son of Joshua and Anna (Rounds) Ross, the former of win mi

was born in Rhode Island, son of Joshua Ross, a sailor. The junior Joshua

Ross became a stone-mason and moved to New York state, where he mar-

ried Anna Rounds, who was born in Rensselaer county, tliat state, and there

they lived, Joshua Ross pursuing his \-ocation as a mason, until i83(). when

he moved to Yates county with his family and I>egan farming. In 1846

Joshua Ross and his family came to Michigan and settled in Ionia county.

The head of the family bought a tract of land in section 3, Lyons townshij).

and had started considerable iniiiroxcnients on the same when death caused

a cessation of his lai)ors in 1851. Mis widow sur\ived him for some years,

she being seventy years of age at the time of her death. They were the

parents of nine children, four sons and five daughters, of whom Joshua Jay
Ross was the eldest. He was ten years old when liis parents inoved from
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Rensselaer county to western Xew York and was twenty years of ao-c when
"tlie famil\- came to this county.

On Septeml)er lo, 1850, Joshua J. Ross was united in inarriat^e, at

her iionie in Lyons, this county, to JuHa Nichols, who was horn in N'ates

county. Xew \'ork. February 3, i8_'9, daughter of John and Julia

( McCloud I Xichols, the former of whom was horn in GermauN' and the

l.-itter in the state of Xew \'ork. I'ollowinj.; his marria.^e Mr. Ross bought
for the sum of one hundred dollars, forty acres of land in section 4. Lyons

township, and there he established his home. To this he later added by the

purchase of adjoining tracts until he was the owner of an excellent farm

of one hundred and ten acres. He was ;icti\e in the work of oraj^anizing

the social life of his home conununit\ and emplo\ed the first teacher and

helped to organize the first school in his lumie district, sending his eldest

child, the subject of this sketch, to >chool when four years old, in order to

swell the attendance on the same, lie and his wife were members of the

Presbyterian church at Muir, he being one of the trustees of the church, and

were acti\-e in all good works in their neighborhood, being early recog-

nized as among the leaders in the social life of that community. Joshua

Jay Ross died in i8g8 and his widow, who still sur\i\es him at the age
of eighty-seyen years, is making her home with her son, fohn E. Five

chiklren were born to her and her husband, of whom the subject of this

sketch is the eldest, the others being E. Medora. widow of W. C. Ely;

luigene J., who liyes at Alma; Lennie. now deceased, who was the wife of

George Corbin, and Charles E., of Ionia.

John E. Ross grew up on the paternal iarm in Lyons township and

after his marriage in 1876 continued to aid in the operation of the .same

until i88t, in which year he bought forty acres of the farm which his

grandfather had bought from the government and which has alwa\s been

in the family, and there he has ever since made his home. lie iiuproyed

that place and bought adjoining land until he became llu' owner of one

hundred and ten acres, all of which he since has sold save the original

forty, on which he still lives, though he has rented the fields .and has lived

practically retired from the active labors of the farm since 1010. Mr.

Ross's mother also still owns forty acres of the original l\oss farm, which

has never been out of the possession of the family. Mr. Ross is a Repub-
lican and gives a good citizen's attenti(;n to local political affairs. lie has

taken much interest in educational matters and has held school offices most

of the time for many years.

In 1876 John E. Ross was united in marriage to L')ttie M. .Segog, who
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was born in Dunkirk, Xew \'ork. ckuighter of John and Elizabeth Segog.
the former of whom, a raih'oad man, was IciUed in a railway accident in

New York in iS/J. alter which his widow and her si in, George, and daugh-

ter, Lottie, came tu ^ilichigan and located at 1 'alo, this county, where George

Segog died, after which the widowed mother made her home with licr daugh-

ter, Mrs. Ross. To Mr. and Mrs. Ross four sons have been born, namely :

George E., who married Lottie Dick and li\-es in Orleans township; Lester

v., a farmer li\ing north of Muir, married Gatherine Gulbertson and has

a son. Gulbertson Ross; Fred J., a foundrvman at Greenville, married Jen-

nie Krueger and has two children, Glifford and Miklred, and Alton, who
is at home.

MAJOR FRANK R. GFLASE.

Major Frank R. Ghase, one of the most prominent and influential

business men of Smyrna, is a native son of Michigan, a fact of which he

has never ceased to be prouil, having been born at Napoleon, Jackson count)',

August 12, li^yj. He is the son of Rev. Norman G. and Lucinda (Garroll)

Ghase, the former a native of Vermont and the latter of Gonnccticut, whose

last days were spent at Symrna, this county.

Rev. Norman G. Ghase was born at Guilford, Vermont, May 6, i8oJ.

and in his early youth was apprenticed for three }'ears to a merchant at

New Haven, Massachusetts, to serve as a clerk, at twenty dollars a year.

He was a studious and thoughtful lad and early decided to enter the gospel

niinistr\-. In due time he entered Alta Theological Seminarv, no\v Golgate

University, at Hamilton, New York, from which he graduated and later

was ordained as a minister of the Baptist church at Smithville, New York.

On May 5, 1H31, Rev. Norman G. Ghase was united in marriage to Lucinda

Garrnll, a select school teacher at Springheld. New York, a voung wduiau of

wide accom])lishments, who was then owner and principal of a select school

at Smithville, New York. She was born at Thompson, Gonnecticut, June 3,

i8oi. Xorm.an G. Ghase was pastor of the United I'aiitist church at Smith-

ville, New ^'ork, at the time of his marriage, and where the tir-t child was

horn, and at I'liMMuille, Xew ^^rk, where it was buried and where the

second child was born. riicn .at llerkimei'. Xew N'ork ; then at Michigan

Gity, Indiana, where the third ciiild was burn, ;md where the two children

were buried. Then at X^apoleon, Jackson county, Michigan: then at Howell.

A\herc he retired from the ministry on account of ill health from a fever.
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sore and stiff limbs, wiiicii lie carried to the day of his death. In 1S44 he

came to Ionia count}- and was located at Smyrna, where he operated a

general store, until 1863, when he retired from active business. His death

occurretl on |une -'4, 1884. His wile had preceded him to the grave man_\-

years, her death having occurred on March i(), 1868. To them fom- chil-

dren were born, three of whom died in infanc\. the subject of this review

being the last and only survivor.

Frank R. (.'base was about five years old when his jjarents came to this

county and was reared at Smyrna. In addition to the schooling he secured

in the local schools, he received careful training under the direction of his

cultured parents, and at the age of sixteen had prepared for college. After

a course of forty-eight weeks at Kalamazoo College, he entered the Michi-

gan .Agricultural College and after a course there of eight months began

teaching school and was thus engaged during the winter of 1856-59. He

liien entered the Commercial College at Kalamazoo, from which he was

graduated, and at the age of twenty-one was given an interest in the gen-

eral store with his father at Smyrna, where he entered upon his commercial

career, being thus engaged when the Civil War broke out.

.\t the age of twenty-two Frank R. Chase was commissioned by (iov-

ernor Blair to recruit a com])any for the Twenty-fifth' Regiment. .Michigan

X'olunteer Infantry, and in thirteen days he had accomplished the remark-

able task of recruiting one hundred and fourteen men. this company being

raised within a radius of ten miles aljout Smyrna. In this nolile Ijaiid there

were nine pairs of brothers, and I'l'oin one family three sons bad enlisted.

Forty-fi\e of the com]jany were relati\es and sixty-two of the members

were married men. Mr. Chase, the recruiting officer, was unanimously

elected captain of the compaiu-. bin, on account of his y<iutli and inexperi-

ence in military tactics, he declined to accept the office, preferring to rciii;iiii

as a private. He was then elected first lieutenant of the company and went

to the front with that rank, serving with his coiii])aii\ and regimeiil until

Xovember, 1863. Being then disabled for field ser\ice, he was commis-

sioned bv .Abraham Lincoln and was transferred to the \\teraii Reserve

Corps and made adjutant of the Righteenth Regiment. In .\pril, 1864. the

field and staff of the regiment were ordered from the West to Washington,

D. C., and there gi\en a new regiment of the \'eter;ui l^eserve Corjjs, im-

mediately entering the field with (irant's camjiaign of 1864. After the

Ijattles of the Wilderness, Cold Harbor. White House and other notable

engagements of that campaign, to City I'oiiit. the regiment was returned

to Washington, D. C. in time to op|X)se Farly's raid, on the n:itir)n;il capi-
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tal. At the close of the war, Major Chase was assigned t(.) duty in the tilth

mihtary district, at New Orleans, under General Sheridan, heing promoted

to captain and brevet-major, and thereafter ser\ed on the staffs of Generals

Baird, Gregg, Mower, Sheridan and Buchanan, retaining his position until

his resignation in iS68, he then having served continuously for a period tjf

more than six years. Major Chase was never absent from his comjjany.

regiment or brigade when it was under fire, and was twice wounded.

Since the war Major Chase has always taken a close interest in the

affairs of his former comrades in arms and is one of the best-known men

in the ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic in Michigan. He was a

charter member and Wfis elected first commander of Dan S. Root Post No.

126, Grand Army of the Republic, when that patriotic organization was

established at Belding on April 14. 1883, and has since been elected com-

mander twenty-three times, still serving as head of that post. He was aide

on the staff of Department Commanders Dean, Kield, Dabol, Pealer, Hoj)-

kins and Foote, inspector under Department Commander \';m Raalte. depart-

ment chief of staff under five deiKirtnient commanders, .\llen. I,awrence,

Stone, Spillare and Strong, and in i^Cv ^^ the encam])ment at Lansing, was

elected department commander for the term of 1013-14. In the affairs of the

national department of the Grand .\rniy of the Republic, Major Chase has

been bardlv less prominent than in the aff'airs of the state department. On

several occasions he has been elected delegate to the national encami>nient

from the Michigan state department: also member of the national council

of administr;ilion. In i()i4, during the adniinistr.-itiou <if W'ashinglon C,ar(l-

ner, commander-in-chief, .Major ('base was honored by being a]i])oiiited

national chief of staff', and in other ways his devotion to the interests ot the

great patriotic organization h;is been rewarded by his ^'oInrades.

.\t the close of lii^ niilitar\- service. Major (base returned to .'^nix rna

and resinned bis mercantile career, remaining there two years. ;it the end

of which time he went to Warsaw, Illinois, where he engaged in the mer-

cantile Imsiness, and there he was married to Hattie IC Mood, daughter of

General Martin .\. bloi.xl, who entered the Union army during the I'ivil

War as ca])tain in the Third Wisconsin Infantry and w ;is promoted t<!

brevet brigadier-general. .Major Chase remained in Illinois until 1875. in

which vcar he returned to Sinyrn.i, and since then has been .active in the

general business and conmurcial life n\ Ionia county, lew men in this sec-

tion of the state having been identified with a wider range of activities than

he. He is the owner of one hundred acres of line Land near Smyrna, and

twelve hundred ;ures in other jKirts of ^lichigan. lie is president of the
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Citizens Light Company, was formerly vice-president of the Belding Sav-

ings Bank, and is now vice-president of the People's Savings Bank at Beld-

ing, long having been regarded as one of the county's most substantial citi-

zens. Upon the creation of the soldiers' relief coniniissii)n by act of the

Legislature of 1889. he was elected chairman of the Ionia county commis-

sion and has been retained on that commission continuously. He is a Repub-
lican and for many years has taken a prominent part in the county's political

affairs.

To Major Chase and wife three children were born: Dora C, a gradu-
ate of Olivet College, who married Dwight C. Sheldon; Carroll F., also a

graduate of Olivet College, and of the dental department of the Michigan
State University, is now in Xew York city, and Bertha Lou, who died at

the age of two years. The mother of these children died in September,

1897, and on June 5, 1910, Major Chase married Mrs. Ettie .A. Tra.sk, a

widow. Major Chase and wife are members of the Bapti.st church at

Smyrna, and Major Chase is a charter member of Belding Lodge No. 355,
Free and .Accepted Alasons, in the affairs of which he takes much interest,

also belonging to the Consistory of Scottish Rite Masons at Grand Rapids,

-Michigan.

LUTMFR M. BERRY.

Luther M. Berry, lousiness man, now living at 903 Pearl street, in the

city of Fielding, this county, is a native son of Ionia county, having been

born on a farm in Orleans townshi]), b'ebruary 10, 1873. son of Leander

and Emmaline (Babcock) Berry, well-known and influential residents of

that community, the former of whom is still li\ing at a ri])e old ;igc on

the old farm in that township.

Leander Berry, who is an honored \cteran of the C\\\] War, was born

in Ulster county, New York, on l'"ebruary 10, 1832. The year after his

birth his parents moved to Burlington, Penn.sylvania, where they lived until

1846, in which year they came to Michigan, arriving in Ionia cnuntv on

September i of that year. They took a farm in Otisco township and made
their home there for three years, after which, in 1849. they moved over

into Kent county and bought a farm in Grattan townshi]). Leander Berry
was about seventeen years old when his jiarents moverl to Kent countv and

he began working there. l)eing engaged in the lumber woods dining the

winters and on the farm diu'ing the summers. In 1835 hv returned to this



4/6 IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

count}" and located at Orleans, where (;n December J3, 1857, he married

limmaline Babcock. In the summer of 185S he moved to Otisco, where he

remained until 1861, in which year he bought the farm on which he ever

since has made his home in Orleans township. On August 9. 1862, he

enlisted in Company B, Twenty-fifth Regiment, Aiichigan \'olunteer Infan-

tr\-. and served with that commanil until the close of the war, participating-

in the numerous engagements and arduous campaigns in which that regi-

ment took part. Leander Berrv and wife were active and earnest memliers

of the Methodist church and were intlr.ential in all good works in their

community, especially in times of sickness and death, many times filling the

place of doctor, nurse and undertaker. Mr. Berry for years was die chor-

ister of the church. His wife died November i-]. 1908. They w"ere the

parents of six children, all of whom are still li\-ing, iiamel\- : Warren, of

Idaho; Anna E., wife of T. B. Winter, of Greenville, this state; Olive L.,

wife of Peter Anderson, of Cadillac, this state; Justice E., of Six Lakes, in

the neighboring count}' of Montcalm; Luther M., the immediate subject of

this biographical sketch, and Armida E., wife of Harris Bolster, of Orleans

township, this county.

Luther M. Berry was reared on the home farm in (Jrlcans township,

this county, receiving his education in the district school in the neighbor-

hood of his home, and remained at home until he was twenty years old,

after which he went to Greenville, in the neighboring county of Montcalm and

was there engaged as a clerk in a store for tour }cars. He then. took a nor-

mal course in Ferris Institute at Big Rapids and in Belding, Lansing and

Detroit, spent fi\-e more }ears clerking in stores, after which he started a store

at Fenwick, which he sold about five years later and in 1908 moved to Beld-

ing, w here he has been an active member of the enter]5rising company known
as E. J. l\na])p & Ccjnipan}-, manufacturers of paints and cement.

Luther M. Berry married Edith M. Knapji, who was Ixirn in (irattan

township, in Kent count}-, this state, December 6. 1882, a graduate (if tiic

Belding high school and who jiad been teaching school for three vears at the

tinu- ot her m;irriage. and to thi^ union one child has been born, leancttc

I'l, born on September 30, icji^. Mr. and Mrs, r>errv arc members of the

Baptist church, of which Mr. Berry is one of the trustees, and are members
of the Order of the Eastern Star, Mrs. Berry having served as treasurer

and one of the "])oints" in the "star" in that order. Mr. Berrv is a mem-
ber of the Masonic lodge as Belding. acting as secretar}- one year; is also a

mcml>er of the board of commerce, and a staunch Republican.
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EUGEXK !•; COI.WI£LL.

Xo liistory of Ionia county wunM he (.nntpK'te withoiU littini; rclcrcnce

to the life and the works of the late Eugene F. Col well, fur years one of

the leadiui;- merchants of Lake Odessa and one of the leaders in the general

community life of the southern part of the county, whose death in iHqS

wa,s widely mourned throughout the region in which he had for so long-

been an active influence for good. Since his death his w idow has managed
his estate and is still living at Lake Odessa, where she is very pleasantly

and comfortabh situatetl.

Eugene F. Colwell was born at i laniilton. in .Madison counts'. New
York, Way 26, 1828, son of Joseph and Laura (Smith) Colwell, the former

of whom was born on February 11, 1771. was a native of Rhode Island and

the latter born in Xoxember, 1783, was a native of New \'ork state. The
Colwell family is of English descent and is one of the oldest families in

the United States, the late Eugene F. Colwell having been a direct descend-

ant of Roger Williams, the illustrious founder of Rhode Island colony,

and his great-great-grandfather having been associated with Williams in the

foundation of the colony. Mercy Williams, daughter of Roger Williams,

married Samuel Windsor, whose son married Mercy Llarding, whose daugh-
ter. Martha Windsor, married Robert Colwell, whose youngest son, Ben-

jamin Colwell, married Deborah Brown, daughter of the founder of Brown

University at Providence, Rhode Island, and their eldest son, Joseph Col-

well, was the father of Joseph Colwell, father of the late Eugene Iv Colwell.

The second Joseph Colwell married Laura Smith, who was born in Oneida

county, X'ew York, of EngHsh descent, and to that union nine children were

bom, of whom Eugene !•". was the youngest, and ;dl of whom are now dead.

The mother of these children died in the l'',ast and about i8_vj the father

and his family came to Michigan, locating in Hillsdale county, .\bout five

years later Jo.seph Colwell returned to his old home in Oneida coniUv. .\ew

York, where he died in 1851. Joscjih and Laura (Smith) Colwell were

the ])arents of the following children: Daniel .S., born in August. 1805:

Justin B.. September, 1807; .\lbert G.. December, 1810; Laura S., May,

1813: Harriet M.. December. 1815: Joseph. 1S18: Edwin B., February,

1821; Charles B., June, 1823, and Eugene F.

Eugene F. Colwell was about five years old when his mother died and

in his early youth he was cared for by his elder brothers and sisters. When

eighteen years of age he became a clerk in a ilrug store at Oswego, New
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York, and later engaged in business for himself in that same line in Oswego.
Four years later he sold his store and went to Aladison, Wisconsin, where,

m partnership with his brother, Charles, he again became established in the

tlrug business. Later he went to Janesville, Wisconsin, where he remained

until 1867, in which year he moved to Detroit, this state. In the latter city

lie remained until about 1882, in which \-ear he came to Ionia county and

opened a hardware store at Muir, which he conducted for a short time.

Four years later, when the Pere Marquette railroad was built through Lake

Odessa in 1888 he located in that town, erected a substantial store building

and there engaged in the hardware business, remaining thus engaged until

this year, 1894
—his death occurred four years later, on February i, 1898, his

store ha\ing long been regarded as the most extensive mercantile establish-

ment in Lake Odessa and one of the largest in the count}'. Eugene F. Col-

well was enterprising and energetic and was one of the chief promoters of

Lake Odessa. So lirm was his faith in the growing village that he erected

other business blocks there and at the time of his death was the owner of

seven fine business houses in the place, the interests he left 1)eing now man-

aged by his widow.

In i860 Eugene V. Cohvell was united in marriage to Louisa M. Smith.

to which union three children were l:)orn, but one of whom is now living,

Clayton M. Colwell, torn on September ig, 1863, who married Nellie Gates,

of Lake Odessa, and has five children, Harold, Marion, Clayton, Dorothy
and Robert. Clayton I\I. Colwell was associated with his father in Inisiness

at Lake Odessa and now lives at San Jose, California, where he owns a

]>rosperous retail business. Mrs. Louisa M. Colwell died in 1872 and on

October 15, 1873, Mr. Colwell married, secondly, Mrs. Alice (Rickey) Cor-

nell, widow of Alanson Cornell, son of Thomas Cornell, one of the pioneer

settlers of Ionia county, Alanson Cornell having died in August, 1872.

Alice Rickey was born in Carlisle, Ohio, November 5, 1843, daughter
of Oren and Marcia (Webster) Rickey, the former of whom was born

near Rutl;ui(l, X'ernionl. ;ind the latter at Hano\er. Xew ^'ork. Roth the

kickey and Webster families are of old colonial stock, tlu- Websters in

.\merica dating back to the seventeenth century, being then included among
the fifty-seven families that founded the town of Litchfield, Connecticut, one

ol the most prominent of whom was John Webster, who in 1642 was one

of the committee who iormed the code ot' criminal laws for the colon\- of

Connecticut ;md in iS^i \\;is commissioner for the Cnited Colonies, and in

1656 was made governor. In 1758, Lucretia Webster, direct descendant of

lohn Webster, married h'.lish.'i Mason, a re\-olution;u"v patriot, and from
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their union came Lucretia Mason, who in 1810 was married to Guv \\ cl>-

ster, an officer in the w^ar of 1812, whose daughter Marcia W'ebster, mar-

ried Oren S. Rickey in 1837, and who were the parents of AHce M. Rickey,

wife of Eugene F. Colwell, and the mother of the subject of this biography.
The Cornells also are an old American family, being likewise con-

nected by lineage with the colonist. Roger Williams, and relatives of the

Colwells. P)y the marriage of Alanson Cornell and Alice Rickc\- one child

was liorn. a daughter. May, Irorn on November t8. 1870, who married

William H. McCartney, oi Lake Odessa, a biographical sketch of whom is

presented elsewhere in this voUune. Bv her second marriage Mrs. Colwell

is the mother of one child, a son. Raymond A. Colwell. a i)iograpliical

sketcli of whom is presented elsewiiere in this \olume.

WILLIAM X. STEELE.

William X. Steele is a native of Scotland, having been born at North

Berwick, Haddingtonshire. Xovemlier 8, 1845, '^'i*^' ^^^ many years was one

of the most active figures in tJic industrial life of this section of the state,

a verital.)le giant at lal>or in tlie old lumljer days hercalxiut. .a timbcrman

whose mighty deeds have become a definite part of the cherished traditions

of the old days of the deep woods and whose activities as a general con-

tractor contributed very largely to the upbuilding of this section, and who
is now', in the approaching "sunset time" of liis life devoting his energies

to the promotion of the sugar-beet industry of this county, his work in that

direction on his fine farm of rich bottom land at Ionia demonstrating tiie

possibilities of this promising form of agriculture.

When William X. Steele was sex'en _\-ears old the famil\- emigrated from

Scotland to Canada, the father determined to try in the new country across

the sea to build a home for himself and familv. From the days of his

childhood, therefore. William Steele was com])el]ed to work. .\t the age of

ten he was cutting wood and clearing land witii a four and one-half pound
ax; at eighteen he "worked out" as a farm hand, starting in at a wage of

one hundred anrl twenty dollars a year, regarded at that day as good pay.

Out of that sum he had sa\ed. at the end of tlie year, one hun(hed and four-

teen dollars and sixty cents. He bought a suit of clothes and had one

hundred dollars left, capital on which to 1)egin business for himself. Mr.

Steele w'as then nineteen years old, a young man of tireless energy and extra-
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ordinary powers of physical endurance. He then became engaged in con-

tracting and clearing and improving lands and toiled in his potash camp at

night, catching naps "between times," not going to bed from Monday morn-

ing until Saturday night for eight months each year for five years. His

hundred dnllars was prudently ex])ended in the employment of help on this

initial contract, and he "made good." That was the decisive step in the

career of William Steele, who from that time engaged in timlier contract-

ing, road Iniilding, railroad construction and kindred lal)ors re(|uiriug the

work of men's hands. He early learned to "toil terribly": to hd)i)r more

diligently than the men under his employ, not for the money thus to be

made, but out of mere pride in the accomplishment of big tasks, and l)ecame

vcr\- successful. In all his relatimis with the stalwart men whose herculean

labor he directed. Air. Steele ever remembered that "a man's a man for a'

that," and was ever ready to lend a heljiing hand and incline a read\' ear

to those in distress; manv of his most ]>recious memories today being of

those he has l>een able to aid both financially and l)\' the good word, straight

from the heart, "man to man." Upright in bis own manner of living, Mr.

Steele always set a good example to the men about him. He never tasted

li(|Uiir nor tobacco and never went any place where wife, mother or daugh-

ter could not with propriety accompany him.

For four years after entering upon his career as a contractor, William

Steele worked in his lumber camps by day. He was capable of performing

an almost incredible amount of work, be always delighted in getting things

done and was always a leader in his work camps. He was a rigid discip-

linarian ; re(|uired his lumbermen to go to bed at nine o'clock, fed them

well, ke])t them busy and got results. In iS^it) William Steele came to

Michigan .and located at Spring Lake, where he engaged in contracting and

lumbering and where he established a general store. He constructed in

1882 a railroad twenty-two miles in length across the di\-ide from the Sagi-

naw waters to the streams flowing to Lake Michigan, on which he installed

two locomotives and thirlv cars, and dui-ing this time kept three hnnber

cam])s going. Mr. Steele early develo])ed a system of accounting that

rc\'ealed to him at the end of each day the actual results of his operations

and the cost of the various details of the same, down to a fraction of a cent.

The winter of ^^Jf>-7/ was mild and oi)en and logs could not be moved.

Other contractors in the lumber woods gave u]), but Mr. Steele kept his men

busy. Up to March 16 there h;id been no snow. That eventful day d;iwned

clear, but .Mr. .Steele told his men ibal before the next morning thev would

be moving logs, "i'he sk\- gr;i(lu:dl\- clouded and at uii'ht the snow bes.;au



KIMA COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 481

to fall. At michiight there was a good covering on the ground and Mr.

Steele routed the men out ni their hunks and l)y one o'clock all hands were

husy hauling the precious logs to the streams. For eight days there was no

such thing as going to hed in the camps ;
men and teams working day and

night. The result was that William Steele was the only contractor in Michi-

gan who got his logs in thai winter, .\gain. the winter of 1878-79 was

o])en. either contractors gave up and many millitjns of feet oi timber was

left, luuch of it being burned. William Steele constructed hve miles of

wooden track, on which he ran his cars and thus got in his logs, fifteen

million feet of tine timber.

In August, 1882, Air. .Steele moved to Ionia, where he has ever since

made his home, for years thereafter continuing his lumbering operations,

also being extensively engaged in farming, lie b(jught five huntlred acres

just north of Ionia and also owned a tract of fi\e hundred acres north of

that. In 1886 he bought a beautiful country residence at the north edge of

Ionia and on the home farm began the raising of the finest strains of Short-

horn cattle. Mr. Steele was interested largely in the ujjbuilding of Ionia

and was a leader in promoting all movements having to do with tiie advance-

ment of that city's substantial welfare, being active in the work of jittract-

ing factories to that place. He gave to the city the land for the public

highway known as Steele street, from the railroad to De.xter street, and in

addition to this contribution, constructed the grade, at a cost of seven thou-

sand dollars more than the city paid for it. lie also gave the right-of-way
for the switch that runs to what was then a wagon factory, now the auto-

body works, and built the grade for the same, free of charge, in addition to

which he gave five acres of the land rnxupicd by that factory; he also

donated an acre or more where the light plant and Hales mill stand and the

land for the "Sorosis"' garment factory. He established the William Steele

Packing Company and iK'came heavily interested in the pork-packing indus-

try. .A firm believer in insiu-ance, Mr. Steele carried the second highest
life insurance of any man in Michig;ui and had an "A" r;iling in all the

commercial directories.

Then in 1890 the tide turned and the troubles of Job seemed to descend

upon William Steele. During the panic of i8()o he lost heavilv in his pork-

packing industry: tuberculosis brokke ')ut in his line herd of cattle, and he

had to kill all his valuable stock: in February, 1896, his beautiful hoiue was

destroyed by fire: he had inrlorsed heavily the papers of others and during
the panic times many of these obligations fell upon him to ineet. Whatever
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he had to sell, had to go at noiiiinal iigtires. The farm that had cost him

titty thousand dollars was sold for twenty-seven thousand, and other assets

were sold in proportion; but through it all Mr. Steele kept his word good

and his honor unassailed. He did not give up the tight, and now, though

seventy-one years of age, is pushing his way along again. He owns two

farms of rich Ijottom land at Ionia and is there successfully growing sugar

beets, his operations setting an example to others interested in this grow-

ing and valuable industrj'.

In 1867, William Steele was united in marriage to Nancy Jane Storey,

who was born in County Gray, Ontario, Canada, and to this union seven

children have been born, Janet L., Margaret L,, John L., William N., Mary

Agnes, Jessie Douglass and Martha E. Mr. Steele is a thirty-second-degree

Mason and when the Masonic home at Grand Rapids was established he was

chairman of the committee on the building site of the same, and the only

member of the board of twelve trustees whose home was not in Grand

Rapids.

ED S. TOWNSEND.

Ed S. Townsend, a prominent farmer and realty speculator of Ionia

township, this county, and one of the best-known ranchers in Michigan,

proprietor of the great Townsend rancli near Marion, in Osceola cmintv,

and owner of a fine farm of more than three hundred acres one and one-

half miles south of Ionia, where he now makes his home, is a native son oi

Ionia county and has lived here all iiis life. He was horn on a farm about

three miles soudi of Ionia, in section 32, of Ionia tDwnship, March K). iS(i5.

son of Steward and Eliza ( Tnttle ) Townsend. the former a nati\e of .\c\\

York state and the latter of Ohio, both of whom came tii Michigan in tlu-ir

youth, settling with their respective jjarents in Ionia count}', where thc\' later

marric<l ami where tbe\- S|)ent the remainder of their lives, ."Steward Tnwn-

send dving in 1904, his widow sur\i\ing until ujoS.

Steward Townsend was born at I'ahnyra, Xew N'ork. in i8->S, and was

about eighteen vears old when be came to .Michigan with his ]iarents. Cb.-irles

Townsend and wife, in the late forties, the familv settling mi a farm >outh

of Ionia, where Charles Townsend and his wife spent their last da\ s. In

iH'^iJ .Steward Townsend bought a small tr.act of land in section 3_' of Ionia

township and liegan to improve the ^amc. grailually enlarging his holdings

as his alfairs i)rospered. until at the time of his death he was the owtier of
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a tine farm of two hundred acres of well improved land. His wife was

born in Ohio and came to this state with her parents, Nelson and Sophia

(Pangburn) Tuttle, about the same time the Tuwnsends came here, the

family settling in tliis county, Nelson Tuttle becoming one of the most

substantial and influential pioneers of Ionia county; a record of his life

in this county being set out in a biographical sketch elsewhere in this vol-

ume. To Steward Townsend and wife si.x children were born, of \\hi>m the

subject of this sketch is the fifth in order of birth, the others being Andrew,

Nelson, Henry, Emery and Ella.

Until April i, k)i6, Ed S. TowTisend made his home on the farm

where he was born and for years was engaged in the development of that

place, bringing it to a high state of cultivation and making it one of the

best-improved places in the county. That place of three hundred and forty

acres he recently sold for forty-two thousand five hundred dollars and on

April I, 1916, moved to his present fine place of three hundred and two

acres, one and one-half miles south of Ionia, where he has created one of

the best country establishments in Ionia county, his house being of modern

construction, with hot and cold water, sanitary plumbing, heating plant and

all the conveniences for comfortable housekeeping, the bams and other

farm buildings being in keeping wath the same. Though always active in

the pursuit of his extensive business affairs, Mr. Townsend ix>ssesses the

happ\^ faculty of being able to do things "the easy way," and his activities,

instead of proving a burden, are a pleasure to him. i'^nr the past twenty

years he has built at least one house or barn each year and is widely known

as a fine farm and ranch manager. In July, 1910, Mr. Townsend ])ought

one thousand and sixty acres of land over in Osceola county, near .Marion,

and Ijegan the development of one of the best ranches in Michigan. When
he l)onght the land only about sixty acres of it h.id been im]>roved. He

(|uickly "stumped" the remainder, ])nt in about twenty thousand tile, erected

a fine large ranch house, excellent barns and cattle ])ens ;uid now has one

of the best ranches of one thousand acres or more in the state, the stock

on the Townsend ranch Ijeing in great demand, Mr. Townsend having made

a si)ecialty of pure-bred stuff. On the Townsend ranch are four good

dwellings, four barns, of a capacity for two hundred i-.ittle, besides b.-irns

and sheds for a thousand head of sheep and thirty or forty horses. In addi-

tion to his general farnfing and stock-raising activities. Mr. Townsend also

has dealt extensively in improved farms and has made an e(|nal success in

that line, l>eing recognized as one of the best judges of realty values here-

about, while as a dealer in live stock he is known far and wide throughout

this section of Michigan.
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In 1892 Ed S. Townsend was united in marriage to S. Ida Goodrich,

who was born at Portland, this county, daughter of Francis and Rose (Cul-

bertson) Goodrich, l^oth natives of New York state. Francis Goodrich

was born at Lima, New York, and when a young man came to Michigan

and located at Portland. He married Rose Culbertson, who had come

out here from Dansville, New York, on a visit to her sister, and engaged

in farming. He died when his daughter, Ida, was a child, and his widow

returned to New York, where she presently married Samuel Brown. She

died in 1876 and after her death her daughter, Ida, returned to Portland,

where she made her home with her mother's sister until her marriage to

Mr. Townsend. To this union three children have been born, Francis, who

died when three months old; Ray, who is at home, an able assistant to his

father, and Guy, who died when four weeks old. The Townsends are mem-

bers of the Methodist church and Mr. Towmsend is a member of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

WILLIAM H. McCartney.

William H. McCartney, one of the leading merchants of Lake Odessa,

this county, vice-president of the Lake Odessa State Savings Bank and one

of the directors of the Lake Odessa Milk Condensing Company, former

president of the council of that thriving village and in numerous ways

actively identified with the material interests of the town, is a native of

Ohio, having been born on a farm in Seneca count}-, that state, September

19, 1863, son of Charles and Julia ( King) McCartney, natives of that same

county and both of Scotch-Irish descent, their respective families having

been residents of this country for several generations. Charles McCartney,

in his earlier life, was a druggist, but later engaged in fanning and was

thus engaged until his death. He and bis wife were the parents of five

children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the youngest and the or.l_\-

one now living in Ionia county.

As a Ixjy, William I I. McCartney was reared ti) the life of the farm. He

received his elementary education in the rural school in the neighborhood

of his home and spent one year in tin- high school at Geneva, New York.

In the fall of the year in which be attained his majority he went West

and in the town of Gordon Grove, Iowa, was engaged ior four years as

a clerk in a general store. He then returned to his old home and engaged
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in the hardware business in partnership with his brother and was thus

engag'ed for eight months, at the end of which time they sold out and came

to Michigan, settling at Lake Odessa, in this county, at that time a prom-

ising village, which, though it had l)een established but two years, had a

population then of more than seven hundred. There the brothers oi>ened

a store with a small stock of general merchandise and throve from the very

start, gradually growing with the town until they had a very profitable

business. In February, 1Q04, \\'illiam H. McCartney bought his brother's

interest in the business and has since been ojierating the store alone, long

having been regarded as one of the leading merchants of Lake Odessa.

Mr. McCartney's business ventures are not confined solely to his store and

he is interested in several extensive local enterprises. He is one of the prin-

cipal stockholders of the Lake Odessa State Savings Bank, of which he is

the vice-president, and is likewise a stockholder in, and a director of, the

Lake Odessa Milk Condensing Company, of which he was one of the organ-
izers. He is a Republican and has served as jiresident of the council and as

a member of the school board.

On November 26, 1891, William M. McCartney was united in marriage
at Lake Odessa, this county, to May E. Cornell, who was born in the citv

of Ionia, daughter of Alanson and Alice ( Rickey) Cornell, the former a

native of this county and the latter of Oberlin, Ohio. .Manson Cornell's

father was one of the early settlers oi this county and owned the land where

the brick factory at Ionia is now situated. .'Klanson Cornell, who was

born on December jg. 1830, was united in ni,-irriage, at Carlisle, Ohio, Octo-

ber 23. 1867, to .Mice I\I. Rickey, who was born on November 5, 1843,

daughter of Oren S. and Marcia ( W'ebster'i Rickey, and died on .August

25, 1872. On October 13, 1873. his widow married P.ugene T. Colwell

and to that union was l)orn one child, a son. Raymond A. Colwell, bom
at Detroit, I'ebruary 26, 1877. The Cornells were among the foremost

settlers of Ionia county. This family is a branch of the Colwell family and

with the latter claims direct descent from Roger \\'illiams, the founder of

Rhode Island. Mrs. McCartney's ancestors, Ixith paternal .ind maternal,

were numbered among the earliest settlers of the New h'ngland states. Gov-

ernor John Webster was in Hartford. Connecticut, as earlv as 1636. having
arrived there from Norfolk county, England. In Il.iriford he was a magis-
trate from 1639 to i'')5.T : ''i 1656 was made g()\ernor and in 1642 was a

member of the committee that framed the code of criminal laws for the

colony. Lucretia Webster, sixth in descent from Governor John Webster.

m.irried Elisha Mason in 1785. Elisha Mason served three years in the
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patriot army during the Revolutionary War. Lucretia AJason, daughter of

Ehsha and Lucretia (Webster) Mason, born at Litclitield, Connecticut,

November i, 1790, married, in 1810, Guy Webster, afterward a Heutenant

in tile army of the United States during the War of 1812. Marcia Web-

ster, daughter of tliat union, born at IIano\er, Xew \'ork. Sejitenilier 15.

1819, married, at Carhsle. Ohio, December 14, 1837, Oren S. Rickey, grand-

son of John Rickey, who served as aide to General Ethan Allen, the hero

of Ticonderoga, and Alice M. Rickey, daughter of that union, who married

Alanson Cornell, as set out alx)\e, was the mother of May E. Cornell, born

on November 18, 1870, who married William ]\1. McCartney.
To Mr. and Mrs. McCartney four children have been born. William

C, born on May 26, 1892, a clerk in the Lake Odessa State Savings Bank,

\\ ho married A'erda Figg and has two children, Hale and Frances ; .\lice.

born on May 29, 1893, who is a student in the Michigan Agricultural College

at Lansing; Grace. Ijorn May 26. 1895, who is a stenographer in the State

Savings Bank at Lake Odessa, and Arthur, born on May 4. 1898, who is a

student in the Lake ()dessa hi.gh schonl. The McCartneys are members of

the Methodist Iqjiscopal church and take a general interest in the benefi-

cences of that church, as well as in all local good works, and are held in high

regard througliDut that entire community.

GEORGE ROBBINS.

George Robbins, a well-known carpenter and building contr;ictor of

Clarksville, this county, and a well-tn-do retired farmer of Campbell town-

ship, is a native son of Michigan and has lived in this state all his life.

He was born in Kent county, this state, August 16, 1853. son nf (ieorge
and Elizabeth (Crawford) Robbins, pioneers of this section, the former of

whom, an honored veteran uf the C'wil War. died from the effects of illness

contracted in the ;irmy in iX()3. and the latter of whom spent her l;ist davs

in Ionia county.

George Robbins was bcjrn in "^'orkshire, luigland, an<l when he was

eighteen years of age he came tn the I'nited States. He settled in Oneida

county. New York, where he engaged in farming and where he married

I'"lizabeth Crawford, who was born in that county, .\bout the vear 1S40 he

and his wife came to Michigan, .settling in the neigiiboring countv of ^^ont-

calm ;it the point where the thriving cil)- n\ (ireenville is now situated, Mr.
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Riil>l)iiis digging the lirst cellar in thai luun. Later they niuved to Kent

C(.)unty where they established their home on a farm and where their children

were reared. When the (_"ivil Wai" limke out George Rohhins responded

to tiie call, and in August, i8()i, enlisted as a private in Company E, First

Regiment, Michigan \ ohuiteer Infantry, for the preservation of the unity

of his adopted county, and served until a se\ere illness overtook him in the

spring of 1862. He received his hDUnr.ilile tlischarge on a phvsician's cer-

tificate of disability and returned home, but was unable U> recuperate, and

his death occurred shorth' after bis return home. In August of the same

year his eldest son, John, who then lacked four days of being lifteeu years

old, enlisted in the Sixth Michigan L'axalrv and served with that cimimand

until the close of the war. John Robbins was captured bv the eneiin- during

a hot engagement and for four months and ten days was confined in Libljy

prison. To George Robbins and wife live children had been Ixirn. Ilann.ib,

bihn, Emma, George and b^rederick. of whom the two latter are now the

only survivors, Frederick Robbins also being a resident of Ionia count\'.

After the death of her soldier husband Mrs. Robbins ke]>t the children

together, and when George Roblnns establi>bed bis home in this couiitr\- slie

made her home with him until her death in i8(>o. George Robbins was

reared on the home farm in Kent count\' and received his schooling in the

mighboring district school. b'arly in 1877 be married and continued to

follow farming as a vocation. In iSSj he bought a farm of eighty acres in

section 24 of Campbell township, this county, and there made his home until

1907, in which year he retirefl from the farm and mined to Clarksville

where he ever since has l>een (|uite successfully engaged as a car])enter

and building contractor. Previous to !ea\ing the farm .Mr. Robbins bad

been more or less engaged in caqjentering and was well known as a builder

throughout the southern part of the county. Tie continues to retain posses-

sion of his farm, which is well improved and ])rotltablv o])erated. Mr.

Robbins is a Republican and for years ha.s gi\cii bis earnest attention to

local political affairs. He has served the public in the capacitv of high-

waj- commissioner and in certain minor townshi]j offices.

On January 28, 1877, George Robbins was united in m.irriage to Eliza-

beth Deifenbacher, who was born in lbidge])ort, ( )nt;iria. .Mav 2, 1855,

daughter of Jacob and Christina ( King) Deifenbacher, both natives of Ger-

many, whose res])ectivc families h;id eniigr.ated to Canada and who were

married after coming across the water. In 1863 Jacob Deifenliacber and

his family came from Canada to this state and settled in Ionia countv.

After living on a farm in Keene township for some lime lliev moved to
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Kent county where they bought another farm and there Jacob Deifenbacher

and his wife spent the remainder of their lives.

To George and Elizabeth (Deifenbacher) Robbins three children have

been l>oni, as follow : Ralph F., lx)rn on November 18, 1880, whcj married

Mary Bassler who was born in Tennessee, and has two children, \\'illis

and Eustace T. : Eaura, June 26, 1883, who married George Bartell and has

two children, Bernice and Owen, and Anna. August 15, 1893, who after

graduating from the Clarksville high school took a course in the State Nor-

mal School at Y])silanti and is iidw a nieml)er of tlie teaciiing force nf the

Ionia public schools, being employed there under a life certificate. Mr.

and Mrs. Robl>ins are members of the United Brethren church and take an

earnest interest in all local good works.

MAURICE A. REED.

The records of men of intlustry and successful ;iffairs in general would

indicate that sountl judgment, persistency and honorable ideals al\\;iys win

the goal sought. Maurice A. Reed, of the Citizens' Light Company of

Belding, Michigan, was born on a farm in Cook county, Illinois, .\ugust

8, i860, the place now being overspread by the cit\- of Chicago. He is a

son of Henry and Nancy ( Totman ) Reed, bdtb nati\es (if Jefferson county,

New York. Henry Reed, the grandfather was a Methodist niin.ister. uhci

went from Connecticut to the state of New York, where he bought a farm :

also preached in Bristol Center, Ontario county, that state. ;ind there he

spent the rest of his life. Ward Totmaii, the maternal grandfather, was

born in the state nf New Ndrk. in 1803. ilis mother was born in ScntJand

and his father died when Ward Totman was nineteen vears old. When
the latter was nineteen years (jld he was captain of an I'.rie Canal boat.

which line of endeavor he followed some lime, then settled on a farm in

Ontario county. New ^'o^k. Me became a deacon ui the church of which

.'\bner Reed was pastor, lie li\ed awhile in Jefferson countv. New "\'ork.

Tie became a deacon in the eluu'ch of which Abner Keed was p.astor. lie

lived awhile in Jeffer.sun county. New ^'o^k. where his daughter, Xancv,

the mother of M. .\. Reed, was born, and there she met ami married Henrv

Reed, about 1853. Tiiey came immediatelv to Cook countv, Illinois, where

they worked for a farmer named Gooding foi' two \ears. llenry Keeil

had been West before and li;id i)re-empted one hnndi-ed and si.\t\- acres of
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lund in that locality, and he moved there about 1855, on which he lived until

18O4 when he sold out and went l)ack to New York state, locating in

Ontario county, but a year later removed with his family to Will count),

Illinois, where he rented land one year then bought one hundred antl forty

acres on which he settled and spent the rest of his life. On that farm was

made the first steel plow, which was put on the market by John Lane, who

purchased the ]ilace. The death of licnry Rccd occurred in n;o.v but his

widow is still living on the old homestead. She is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal church to which he also belonged. Five children were born to these

parents, namely: .Maurice A., the subject of this review; Edna 1.. is the

wife of lultnn U. Ormsh\-, an old school teacher in luiglcwood schools,

Watertown. .\c\\ N'ork, now living at Pierpont, Manor, that state; Wallace

L. is president of the Lake Transportation Company at C"onestoga, On-

tario comuy, Xew \'ork : Frank L. lives in Will county. Illinois; Henry
B. lives on the old home place with his muther. in Will coumw Illinois.

Maurice A. Reed lived on the home farm until he was si.xteen years

of age, working during the summer months and .itlentling the district

schools in winter, then he was sick for three years, returning to high school

when nineteen \cars of age for two years, after which, he look a course in

Bryant & Stratton's business College. In 18S2 he became assistant book-

keeper for the linn of Wilson. Luther & Wilson, in Lake county, Michigan,

at a town called Luther, remaining with the firm until it faileil in 1890,

after which he worked for their successors. Tucker, Hoops & Comp.inv,

until 1893 in which year he came to Relding, Michigan, as cashier of the

Peoples' Savings Bank, which po.sition he held until 1910. In 1900 he had

organized the Citizens" Light Company, of which he became cashier but

retained this position in the bank fur ten years, and since H^ro he has given

his attention exclusively to the light com])any, of which he is now manager,

secretarv and treasurer, in fact, has been the ])rime motive force of the

same all the while and has made it a pronounced success.

Mr. Reed was married on October i, 1884, to Carrie L. Gregg, a daugh-

ter of William and Ellen fSeverence) Gregg.

Politicallv. Mr. Reed is a Republican. He is a meinl>er of Belding

Lodge No. 355. Free and .Accepted Masons, also the Dewitt Clinton Con-

sistorv and Belding Lodge No. 8, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and

Lodge No. 543. Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, at Ionia. He is

a member of the Belding board of commerce. While living in Lake county,

Michigan, he was township clerk for a period of six years.
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ALEXANDER .MIXTV.

.Mexander Alinty, superintendent of the famous "W'oodcote Stock

i*"arni." a splendid place of li\e hundred acres lying at the north edge of

Ionia, this county, where Dwight Cutler, the owner, has brought to a high

degree of perfection the several Ijreeds of live stock to which he has given
his close attention during the \ears he has been thus engaged, is a native of

Scotland, having been lioni at Hill Head, in Aberdeenshire, December 6,

1868, son of John and Jane (Laing) Alinty, farming people, the parents of

eleven children and who spent their last days in Scotland.

When he was eighteen years old Alexander Mint_\- came to America and
located at Groose Isle, near Detroit, where for four \ears he was emplo\ed
in the establishment of Savage & Farnham, importers of IV-rcheron horses.

He then returned to Scotland and for three }-ears gave his assistance to his

father on the farm, after which he returned to the United States and took

employment witii the I'utler & Savage Lumber Company at Clrand Haven,
this state, where for ten years he was employed in the office of that companv.
In 1900 when Dwight Cutler took over the "Hatldington Stock Earm" on
the outskirts of Ionia, this county, Mr. Minty was installed in "'the big house"

as the superintendent and there he ever since had made him home, during
this time having come to be recognized as one of the most expert and
successful breeders of pure-bred Percheron horses and Aberdeen-Angus cattle

in the country, his staljles l)eing the only ones in the state that exhibit

at the international live st^ck exhibitions at Chicago. When the Cutlers

became the owners of the big stock farm the name of the same was changed
to "W'oodcote," and as such, under the competent and skillful sujierinten-

dency of A/Ir. Minty, has become famous over the countr\ . "Woodcore
Stock Farm" is most admirably e(|ui|)pe(I for stock raising jiurptises. its

modern buildings and stables all being up to ilate and designed with special
reference to the best results and is a model of its kind.

\k-xander .Mint\ has lieen very successful in his scientilic efforts to

improve the strain of the breeds under his dn-cctiini, and since 1907 has
held the grand championship at the Chicago international li\c stock exhibits

for both males and females in the Aberdeen-. \ngus classes. In mii. with

"l'.rica of W'oodcote the Second." he won the jimior ch;mi])iiins]ii]). ;il which
time he refused two thousand dollars for the prize-winner. In loio be

bought the bull "l^gerton W'.," which proved very successful and which
was resold in k^ij to tiie .\mos Plantation Company of Memphis, Tennessee,
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which showed him in 1914 at Memphis and he was phiced as grand clianipion

in a very strong class at the age of ten years. Recently tliere has licen

placed at "Woodcote"' five fine fillies and a fine stallion tn siip]ilinu'iil tlu'

Percheron stables there, which already possessed "Grand Marshal," junior

champion at all the Eastern fairs, and "Miss Modiste," grand champion

mare in die hackney classes. Mr. Minty gives his closest attention Id llu'

superintendencv of the fine breeding |)lant iukKt iiis charge and has justly

earned a high rejiutation in that line.

In August, i8q6, while living in Grand Haven. Alexander Minty was

united in marriage tn Mar\' Donnell\, wlm was horn in that citv, daughter

of Timothy and Ellen fMcMann) Doiuielly, who came to tifis coiuity from

Ireland and settled in Grand Haven, where they died when their daughter.

Mary, was a little girl, the latter thereafter making her home with the family

of George Hancock, the well-known florist of Grand Ha\en, until her

marriage. To Mr. and Mrs. Minty three daughters have been liorn, Frances,

Marv and Catherine. Mrs. Mint\- and her eldest daughter are members of

the Presbyterian church and 'Sir. Minty is a Knight Templar, .Mason and

a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, in the alYairs of

Ixith of which orders he takes a w.arm interest.

MARJORY M. ORK, M. D.

Dr. Marjory M. Orr, of Belding, one of the best-known and most suc-

cessful physicians and surgeons in Ionia county, is a native of biwa. ba\ ing

been Ixjrn at Albia, that state, on January 20, 1874, daughter of Adam and

Anna (Schooley) Orr. Orphaned at an early age -by the death of her par-

ents, her youth was spent at Hastings, Nebraska, and she was gradu.ated

from the high school in that city, after which she became a stenotrrajiiier

in a newspaper oftice and while thus engaged gave her attention >eriously to

the study of medicine. Later she. entered the office of her uncle. Dr. \\. \V.

Schooley, at Toledo, Ohio, and under hi> able direction prepared herself to

enter medical college. She then matriculated at the Grand Rajjids Medical

College and after the full four-years course in that excellent institution was

graduated in 1902. with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.

Thus admirably equii)ped for the practice of lur noble profession. Doc-

tor Orr came to this county and opened an office at lielding, where she ever

since has been located and where she has met with much success in the prac-
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tice of her exacting profession. Doctor Orr is a member of the Congrega-
tional church, of the order of the Ladies of the Maccabees, of the order

of the Royal Neighbors and of the Daughters of Rebekah, in the afifairs of

all of which organizations she takes a warm interest.

SILAS II. riLKINTOX.

Silas H. Pilkinton, president of the village of Portland, Ionia county,

Michigan, since March of 19 15, was born in Portland township, this county,

on a farm on November 22. 184;:. He is a son of Stephen and Henrietta

(Bradley) Pilkinton, the former a native of Dublin, Ireland. Stephen came

from a well educated and refined family, and during his boyhood days in

Dublin was given a good education. He was a good stmlent and made the

most of his opportunities. After his school days were over he was bound

out to a tradesman but did not long remain with him, coming to America

when twenty-one years of age. He located for a time in New York state,

went from there to Canada and finally located in Oakland county, Ohio,

where he followed farming. While still a young man he came to Ionia

county and in Sebawa township bought a farm of eighty acres, being among
the earlier settlers there. He remained here a year when he returned to

Oakland county, Ohio, and was united in marriage with Henrietta Bradley,

l>orn in Wayne count)-. New York, and brought in her girlhood to Oakland

count}-, Ohio, l)y her parents. Stephen Pilkint<in brought his bride to his

farm here ami tlicy lived thereon for two or three years, when thev traded

for a f;irni in Portland townshi]) on Grand ri\-er and about tlirci.- miles north

of Portland, which ;it that time was but a small Indian trading jiost. Stephen

passed the remaining active years on that farm and in latter life retired

t(j Portland, where he died.

.Sil;i^ II. Pilkinton is one of a faniily of nine children, li\e of whom
are now li\ing. The others are M;ir\-. wife of .Sanniel .\. Mc\e\-; I'red,

located in Portland: Lucy, widow o\ a Mr. liaker, of Boise City, blalio, and

( )ren, li\-ing at Twis]). Washington. -Silas H. w,-'s gi\en a good couunon

and high school education, and at the age of nineteen he took a clerkship

in a general store in Portland. .\fter clerking for two \ears. desiring

a better business education he attended the college oi Bryant & .Stratton

mider a Mr. Jewell, ;ui(l took a com])lett- business course, lie clerked until

1874 when he went into the general mercantile business for himself, re-
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inaining therein until 1895. His health failing, he disposed of his business

and purchased a small farm where he has continued to reside. He had

quite a nice nursery business for a time and now has his truii urcliard,

to which he gives especial attention.

Silas H. Pilkinton was united in marriage to Adelaide I., ilrown on

March 20, 1872. She is the mother of nine children, six of whom ;irc li\ ing.

Bruce and Grace died in infancy; Dora is at home with her pare^l^ ; Arllnir

in Morenci, this state; Emma is the wife of George H. McMuUen, of

Athens, Michigan; Frank is in Traverse City, Michigan; h^thel in Maple

Rapids; Glenn at home, and Lucy, the youngest, died in infancy. Mr.

Pilkinton is a devout member of the Methodist Episcopal ciiurch .ind a

member of the temperance committee of that church. For eight years he

was superintendent of the Sunday school and has served in other official

capacities. He holds membershi]) in Portland Lodge No. 31, Free and

Accepted Masons, and has long been active in both lodge and church circles.

Politically, he is a Democrat, but has never taken an active part in the

political game, although often urged to do so. His i>resent office is the

first he has ever held, and needless to say he is discharging its duties in a

highly satisfactory manner.

RAYMOND ALBERT COLWELL.

Raymond Albert Colwell, one of the best known lawyers at Ionia and

widely known throughout the county, having lieen a resident of iuuia

county since he was five years old, is a native son of Michigan, having

been born at Detroit, this state, February 26, 1877, son of Eugene !•". and

Alice M. (Rickey) Colwell and the sole issue of that parentage.

Eugene F. Colwell, for many years a wcll-knnwn business man of

Ionia county, was born in the state of New NOrk, son of b)st'pli (dlwcll.

a well-to-do manufacturer, and was the youngest oi tiic childn-n born ici

his parents, the others having been lulwin, Charles, .MIrmi ;iud Lama lie

left New York when a young man and came West, locating in Detroit where

for some years he engaged in the drug business. He married a Miss Smith,

who died, leaving two sons, Eugene, who was drowned at Muir, in this

county, at the age of fifteen years, and Clayton M., who now lives at San

Jose, California. Eugene F. Colwell married, secondly, Mrs. .Mice .M.

Cornell, widow of Alanson Cornell and daughter of Oren S. and Marcia

(Webster) Rickey, Eastern people who came from Ohio to Michigan at
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tlie close of tlie war and settled un a farm in Orleans township, this

count}-, where both spelit the rest nf their lives, dying at advanced ages.

Oren S. Rickey and wife were the parents of four children, Edwin, Edgar,
.\lice ^I. and I'-va, the latter (jf whom, now deceased, was the first wife of

Lutlier E. Hall. To Airs. Colwell's first marriage there was born one

child, a daughter, Mrs. May McCartney.

L'i)un discontinuing the drug liusiness at Detroit Eugene F. Colwell

engaged in farming near that city and was thus engaged for a short time,

after which he ninved to Sturgis and after a l)rief residence in the latter

place moved on into \\ isconsin, from which state he presently returned to

Michigan and settled in Ionia count} where the remainder of his life was

s]ient. Upon coming to this county Mr. Culwell engaged in the hardware

business at Muir, afterward engaging in the same line of business at Sebevva

where he remained for four years, at the end of which time he mo\ed
to Lake Odessa where he engaged in business in the hardware line until

his retirement in 1S94. His death occurred on Feliruarv 2. 1898. he then

being sixty-nine years of age. His widow still survives.

Raymond .\. Colwell was about five years old when his parents came

to this county and he has lived here e\er since. Following his graduation

fr(jni the T.ake ( )dessa high school he entered Olixet College in 1895 '^"''

remained there three years, at the end of which time he entered the law

department of the University of Michigan at .\nn Arbor, from which he

was graduated in i()Oi, being admitted to the bar just prior to graduation.

1 hus ecpiipped for the ])ractice of his chosen ]M"ofession Mr. Colwell re-

turned home. He opened an office at Lake Odessa in 1902 and practiced

there until 1912, in the meantime having served as circuit court com-

missioner for al)Out six years, hi 19 12 he was nominated by the Rejjubli-

cans as the candidate of that part\' for the office of prosecuting attorney

lor this county, but was defeated in the ensuing election. Tn Deccmlier

of that same }-ear he formefl a partnership with .\. A. and II. .\. fdlis,

of Ionia, for the |)ractire of law and mmed to Ionia, which has been his

place of residence since then. That partnership continued until in April.

1915, since which time Mr. Colwell h.ns been practicing alone.

On June 2(), I<)n4, l\;i\nion(l A. Colwell was united in marriage to

Cora llraden. who was born in Odess;i township, this countw daughter of

C}rus I'", and .\lmire C. ( Cr.nmer ) Braden, natives of this state, who now
live at Lake Odes.sa where Mr. Braden is engaged in the life insurance

business. He also owns a fine farm and is one of the subsi.-uuial resiflents

of that c(Mnmuiiit}-. C\tus I"". Braden's jjarents came to this st.ate from
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Ohio and here rearetl their six children, five sons and one dausjhter, Cvrus,

Joseph, Samuel, Burrell, James and Mrs. Xanliouten. Mrs. Braden's par-

ents, lunanuel and .Mary Ann i Myers) Cramer, both dietl at Lake ()des,sa

at advanced ages. Emanuel Cramer was a \eteran of the Civil War and he

and his wife were the parents of two children, Almira C. and John I'reniont

Cramer.

To Ivaymond .\. and Cora ( Bradcn i CoKvell two children have been

lx)rn, Margaret E. and Frances E. Mr. and Mrs. Colwell are active partici-

pants in all worthy measures for the advancement of the interests of the

conuiiunity and are held in high esteem by their manv friends. .Mrs. Colwell

is a member of the Methodist church .and Mr. Colwell is a nicnibcr of the

Masonic lodge, the Elks lodge and the lodge of the Knights of I'xthias

at Ionia, in the affairs of all of which popular orders he takes a w.iriu

interest. .

HEXRV LEE.

Henry Lee, well-known farmer of Keene township, Ionia county, Aiichi-

gan, living in section 13. about four miles north of Saranac, was born in

that same township on section 24, .Vugu>l -'9. 1856, being a sou of ilirani

S. and Elvida (Westj Lee. Both Hiram and Elvida were born in .\ew

York state, where they grew to maturity, married and in 1840 came to

Michisran. Thev located in h)nia count\- on land on which South Lakeo -

Odessa is now loaited and remained there until 1S51 when the_\' disposed

of their holdings in that section and came to Keene townsh.^ where they

passed the remainder of their lives. Hiram Lee and wife were the parents

of -five children, but tw(j of whom >ur\i\e. Amanda is deceased, as is

also Hiram X., ex-sheriff of Ionia county, and JmLnn, svipervisor of Keene

township for cjver twelve years.

Henrv Lee was reared in Keene township, recei\iug his educaliDU in

the early schools near his home and remained with tin- p.irents until be

was twent\'-one years of age. In 18-5 he was united in marriage to Julia

Lane, born also in Keene townshi]) on .\ugust 18. 1857. .\fter marriage

Henry Lee for a few years farmed the family homestead and later pur-

chased the seventy acres on which he now makes his home. To Mr. and

Mrs. I^e have been born two children: .\manda. born on June 13. 187S,

is a graduate of the Saranac high school and is the wife of William Delk

of Grand Rapids. Mabel, born on March 17, 1885, is also a graduate of
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high school and is now ^Irs. Grover Bigler, her liusband being a farmer of

Saskatchewan, Canada.

Henry Lee is an active worker in the ranks of the Independent Order of

Odd l-'ellows, through Saranac lodge No. i68, being past grand of that

body, and also a member of the grand lodge. Both Mr. and Mrs. Lee are

members of the Daughters of Rebekah in which body she is a j^ast noble

grand and also a member of the grand chapter. J'oliticall}-, Mr. Lee gives

support to the Democratic party, but has never been \itally interested in

politics. He is one of the good farmers of Keene township, conducting the

Inisiness of his place along a])proved lines and, with his wife, stands high

in the estimation of the communitv.

THOMAS FROST.

Having worked hard and managed well during his earlier years, ThdUias

Frost, who has spent his active life in agricultural jmrsuits, is now living

in retirement in the town of Portland, Ionia county, where he has ijeen

content to spend his life. He was born in Ionia county, Michigan, De-

cember 6, 184S, and is a son of Isaiah G. and Mariah ( X'ernoy ) Frost, he

a native of New York city and .she of New York state, and there they

were married afterwards removing to Michigan, Mr. hVost entering three

hundred and twenty acres from the government in Danby township. Ionia

county. After living there a year he located in another part of this county

and became supervisor and treasurer of his township. Later he farmed

another year and was elected township treasurer, serving four years, then

went into the hotel Inisiness, running the Zarby House for three years

then returned to farming, in which be spent the re^t of his lite. He was

a good citizen and a very successful ui.iu of affairs. His family consisted

of four children, the subject of this sketch being the only survivor; Isaac

T. died in 1916; John G. died when twenty-three years old: Sarah ui.u-ried

Ivliniuid llickson and died some years ago.

Thomas Frost was reared on the home farm, where he worked when

a boy, and he received his education in the public schools. \\'hen fifteen

years old he left home and went tn .\'ew N Ork ('it\, where he clerked in his

uncle's store for three vears, but nnt fmding life in the metropolis entirely

to his liking he returned home and resumed farm .work, becoming owner

of a good farm which he managed well and kept under good improvements,
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carrying on general farming and stuck raising, his place being known ;is

"Frost Corner Farm.
"

He has not been engaged in active work for several

years.

Mr. Frost was married in 1875 to Anna Shelton, which union resulted

in the birth of one chikl, a son, liiomas 1.. horn June 24, 1S78; he re-

ceived his education in the i'orthmd schools and is now living in Florida.

He married Margaret Brice.

Mr. Frost is a Democrat, but is not active in the party. He belongs

to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Flkks at Ionia. He and his

wife have been siiemling their winters in I'dorida for several years.

CHARLES A. ESTEP.

Understanding every detail of the lumber business and being a man

of industrious habits, Charles A. Estep is making a decided success operat-

ing a lumber yard in Portland. Ionia county, although the major portion

of his active life has been devoted to farming. He was born on the parental

acres in Sel^ewa township, this county, January 20, 1853, and is a son of

William and Rebecca ( Shafner) Estep, natives of Maryland and Ohio, re-

s]jecti\ely, and they were married in the latter state and they established

their future home in the southern part of Ionia county in .Sebewa township.

There they carried on farming successfully the rest of their active lives. His

death occurred a number of years ago. but she is still living on the old

home farm, being now in her eighty-third year, her birth having occurred

in 1833. To these parents five children were born, uamelv: Charles A.,

of this sketch; Ward \'>.. who was a soldier m the .Spanish-American War,
is living in the soldiers" home at Grand Rapids; Maude is the wife of

I'.zckiel Downing; Dora is the wife "f Russell Goodmute.

Charles .X. Estep was reared on the home farm where he worked

when a boy. and he received hi> educatinn in the district schools ;uid the

Ionia and Portland scIkjoIs, When a \oung man he jnirchased a farm in

his native localitv on which he Icjcated at the time of his marriage, which

took place in 1878, when he was united in m;irriagc with l-'lora E. Kelly,

who was born in Pnrlland t<i\vnshi|i. bmia county, in 1857. He remained

on the farm engaged in general agricultural pursuits and stock raising

until iQOi when he went to Fake Odessa and entered the lumber business

('32a)
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where he remained a year, then sold out and came to Portland in 1901. !)ur-

chasing a local lumber yard and in 19 12 he bought the lumber yard near

the depot, which he is still operating. It was formerly known as the Caswell

yard. He owns l)Oth the grounds and the buildings there and is doing a

large business with the town and surrounding country. He is also owner

of a valuable and well-impro\-ed farm of two hundred and fifty acres in

Orange township, Ionia county.

Two children have been liorn U> 'Sir. and Mrs. E.stej) : William Beach,

who is married and is now thirty years old: Hazel K. is a teacher in the

Grand Ledge imblic school.

Politicallv. Mr. Estep is a Re]>ublican. Fraternally, he lielongs to

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and to Portland Lodge Xo. 31, Free

and Accepted Masons. He and his family are members of the F>aptist

church, of which he is a liberal supporter and has been a deacon for some

time.

LEDRUE ROLLIX I'.l'.XM-^DICT.

Success has come to Ledrue Rollin Benedict, farmer of Orange town-

ship, Ionia county, because he has worked for it earnestly and persistently,

never waiting for someone else to i)erfiinu his tasks.

.Mr. lienedict was l)orn November 8, 1847, •" the above named township

and county, a scion of one of the old families of this section of the Wol-

verine state. He is a son of Hudson and (."aroline (Sutton) Benedict. The

father was liorn in New York, but came West when young and was married

near Pontiac, Michigan. He came to Ionia county about 1845 or earlier,

locating first in I'erlin township on the River road. He was a cabinet-

maker bv trade, at which he worked at intcrwds after coming here. .\

year after mining to Berlin townsjiip Ik- lnuiglit ;i f;irni in Orange town-

.shi]) on whicli be s])ent the rest of his life. I li> wife died when Ledrue K.

was sixteen years old, in Januarw iS()_|. In .March of that year young

Benedict enlisted in tiie second ronip.iny of sliar]isho()tfrs. attached to the

Twenty-seventh Michig;ui V'ohiutcer Infantrw ;ind saw ser\icc in the Army
of the Potomac, his first engagement being one of the greatest of the war—
the Battle of the Wilderness—and his last one was at the cajiture of Peters-

burg. .Mthough a mere ])o\-, he proxed to be an excellent soldier and was

honorabb- discharged .iiid mustered out at tin- clo-^c of the war. RettuMiing

home he took up farming which has engaged his attention ever since. He

owns a good ])lace in section 2, Orange township.
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On August I, 1868, Mr. Benedict was married to Alary li. Taylor, who
was horn in Orange township, Ionia county, and w-as a daugliter of Samuel

and I'uUy ( Gootlnough) Taylor. wIk) came from the state of New \'ork

to Michigan in pioneer times, linallv Icjcating in Orange township, Ionia

county, where Air. Taylor engaged in farming the rest of his life. Mrs.

Benedict's death occurred on July 22, 1894. He has ne\er remarried. He
is the father of five children, nameU': Stella, who is the wife of Nelson

Willett, and they live two miles southeast of I^yons antl have two children.

Flora and John; Arton L. lives in Ionia township, married Nellie .\dgate,

and the_\- have one child. Barton L. : Bertie L. died w hen six weeks old
;

Fred K. lives in Hope, Michigan, is married and has two children. Vera Ruth

and Lucile Helen: Nora M. is the wife of Nelson E. Long, and thev live

near Elm Hall, Gratiot county, Michigan.

Air. Benedict belongs to the Grand .-\rmy of the Republic. He leads

a quiet life on his farm and is known to liis neighliors and ac(|uaintances

as a kind, generous and honest man.

W ILIJAAI V. SOULE.

William F. Soule, a successful business man of Ionia, this countv, in

which city he has been prominently identified with the real estate and in-

surance business for years, is a native of Ohio, having been iKjrn at Chagrin

Falls, that state, August 7, 1853, son of Ambrose L. and Sophia Al. (Everest)

Soule, the former a native of New York state and the latter of New Hamj)-
shire, who later became prominent residents of this count)', where both

spent their last days.

Ambrose L. Soule was born in 1801, eldest of the five sons Ijorn to

his parents, the others having been Benjamin, Nathan, Dr. E. L. and Myron.
He grew to manhood in New York state, receiving a good education and

was reared to the life <if the farm. He was a man of strong religious

convictions and for years was an active preacher in the Chri.stian ( Di.sci-

ples) church, not only in Ohio, to which state he had moved from New
^'ork and where he was engaged in farming, but after coming to this countv.

In 1854, having heard fine re|)orts of the possibilities of |)ioneering in this

section of Alichigan. Air. Soule came to this county and located on a tract

of land on the river six miles east of Ionia, which he platted after clearing

it of the pine timber and thus became the founder of the tow^n of Muir.
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He became an extensive owner of pine timber lands and was prosi>ering

largely when he died in 1857, three years after coming to this county.

Ambrose L. Soule was twice married, his first wife, who, before her

marriage, was Ivuth Paddock, ha\ing died in Ohio. To that first union

thirteen children were born, namely: Judge Charles E. Soule. of Grand

Haven, this state; James B., of Detroit; Ambrose L., Jr., deceased; JuHa,

who married Capt. E. L. Craw, of Grand Rapids, and nine who died in

youth. Upon the death of the mother of these children, Aml)rose L. Soule

married, secondly. Sophia M. l-^-erest, who was born in New Hami)shire,

daughter of William B. and Lydia M. Everest, both natives of that same

state, who migrated to Ohio and thence to Michigan, settling on a farm

north of Muir. in this count}'. William B. Everest was a farmer and mill-

wright in the New Hampshire hills and followed the same vocation in this

county. He became one of Ionia county's best known citizens antl lived

to the great age of ninety-two years. His wife also lived far l5e><)nd the

usual allotment of years, she having been ninety at the time of her death.

They were the i)arents of eight children, Sophia Al., Mahala, Clara \l.,

H. W., Frederick, Jane, Charles and Stejihen. To Ambrose L. and Sophia

M. (I'>erest) Soule Init two children were liorn, William !•".. the subject

of tiiis l>iographical sketch, and Belle, now deceased, who was the wife

of Chester W. Chase. Mrs. Soule died at her home in this county in 185S,

the year following the death of her husband, she then being forty-four

years of age. She was a devoted member of the Christian church.

William F. Soule was but a babe when his parents settled in this

county and he has lived here ever since. He was orphaned when five years

of age and he grew u]> a farmer l>oy on the farm of his maternal grand-

])arents in Ionia township. He was attentive to his studies and was given

every o]>portunit\- to secure an education. After finishing the course in

the district school in the neighlxirhood of his home he attended Hillsdale

College for a year and then matriculated at F^ureka College, Eureka. Illi-

nois, taking the scientific course there, and was graduated from that in-

stitution three years later. He then s]>ent about two years .it S])ring Lake,

in Ottawa county, this st;ite, after which he returned to Muir, whence, after

two years, he moved to buii.n. where he ever since has been engaged in

the real estate and insur.ince business .and Ii.is been very successful, long

ha\ing iieen one of tlie best known realty luen in this part of the state. Mr.

Soule is ;m .ardent Ivepublican ;md for years has gi\en his earnest attention

to political aff.-iirs lRTe.-il>onl. lie \\a'^ I'ity treasurer ot' Ionia for one term

and in all things is an active promoter ot' the citv's best interests.
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On 'Slav J5. 1 886. William E. Soule was united in marriage to Mary
Burke, wiio was Iwrn at Muir, this count)', May 27, 1856, daughter of

William and Mary ( Laflin ) Burke, both natives of Ireland and early settlers

of this county, who reared their six children. Mary, Hannah. F.dward.

^\'illianl, Catherine and Jnhn. in the faith c)f the Catholic church. Mr. Soule

is a member of the Christian church and his wife of the Catholic church.

Both are properly interested in all good works hereabout and are held in

high regard by their man}- friends. Mr. Soule is a i>rominent -Mason, a

member of Ionia Lodge Xo. .^^6. Free and .\ccepted Masons, Ionia Chapter

Xo. 14, Royal Arch Masons, Ionia Council X^o. 12, Royal and Select

Masters, Ionia Commandery Xo. 11, Knights Templar and of Saladin Tem-

ple, .\ncient .\rabic Order of the Xobles of the Mystic .Shrine at Grand

Rapids, in the afifair.s of all of which organizations he takes a deep interest.

He also is a member of the Ionia tent of the Knights of the Maccabees, with

which organization he has been connected for many years.

TOSEPH ALBERT.

Joseph .\lljert, a well-known, progressive and prosperous f;irmer ;ind

stock raiser of Otisco township, this county, wlu) owns a fine farm of three

hundred acres on rural route Xo. 14. out of Smyrna, is a nati\e son of Ionia

county, having been born on the farm where he now li\es. October 20, 1845,

son of John and Margaret (Krupp) .Albert, both natives of Germ;ui\-. who
were among the earliest settlers of the northern p;u-t of this count\' and for

years accounted among the most intluential |)ioncers of that neighborhood.

John .Albert was born in the grrmd dircln of P>,iden in 1812 and was

trained in the jeweler's and clocksmitli's trade. When ,1 voimg man he

came to the United .States, landing in .\'ew N'ork ('it\- with li\e dollars in

his pocket, this sum re])resenting his sole financial possession. h'or four

years he worked as a peddler of clocks and while thus engaged made his

way into Ohio, where he made the ac(|uaintance of Marg.'iret Krn])p. also a

native of P.aden. wlio had come to this countrv when a girl wiiJi licr par-

ents, the family .settlin<; in Ohio, and between the two a life-long attachment

sprang up. .After awhile John .Mbert pursued his vocation into Michigan,
and in this i)art of the state became so deeply imprcsserl with the possibilities

that awaited the piomer that be decided to settle here. With th.it end in

view he entered a homestead claim to a tract of l.-md in Otisco township.
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this comitv, tlic tract now owned and occupied hy his son, the suhject of

this sketch, and then returned to Ohio, where he married Margaret Krup]),

and the two straightway came to this county and entered upon the task of

establishing a home (in their wilderness homestead, at that time covered by a

dense forest. For the first year of their residence here they made their

home in a house across the river and then they built a "shack" on their

homestead tract and there established their home and reared their children.

It was in 1843 that John Albert and his wife came to this county and they

were thus among the earliest settlers in that part of the county. They were

devoted meml)ers of the Catlmlic church and were among the leaders in the

creation of St. Mary's parish in Otisco township, being also leaders in other

good works in that neighborhood. .\s their family grew they gradually

enlarged their original liumlile home and in 1863 built the commodious

residence which now still marks the homestead. In 1876 John Albert .sold

his home farm to his .second son, the subject of this sketch, upon the latter's

marriage, and he and his wife retired from the farm and for two years

made their home in (irand Rapids. He then bought a farm of two hundred

and fifty acres in Kent county and there made his home for twelve years,

at the end of whicli time he and his wife again retired from the farm and

returned to Cirand Kapids, where they S])ent the rest of their lives, Mr.

Albert dying in i8()7 and his widow in 1Q15. They were the parents of

six children, namely: Charles, of Saginaw, this state; Joseph, the imme-

diate subject of this biographical sketch; Catherine, wife of Joseph Patte,

of Kent county, this state; George, sujierintendent of the county infirmary

of Kent countx", and bred, of Wisconsin.

|ose])li .\lbert has li\ed all his life on the farm on which he was born

and wbiib he has owned for years. lie was diligent in his studies as a

youth ;md supplemented his schooling in the district school in the neighbor-

hood of his home bv a course in the old union school at (ir.and Kapids. ( )n

|une I-', 1876, Mr. .\ll)ert was united in marriage to Catherine lilason, who

was born in Utica, New "N'ork, and who had come to this county when a

girl with luT ]iarents, natives of I'russia, who became well-known residents

of the northern part of the count\. After his marriage, Mr. .Albert benight

the old homestead, his jiarents at that time retiring from the farm, and

there he ever since has made his home, lie has added to the original tract

and is now the owner of three bundrt'd acres ot w ell-culti\ ated land, one ot

the best farms in ( )tisco township, in addition to his general farming. Mr,

.\lbert his given much ;iliention to stork r.aising. with particular attention

to Percheron and I'elgian horses and ( )hio Improxed Chester and Poland-
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Cliina hogs. Mr. .Mhert is a ]3eniocrat and ever has given a good citizen's

attention to local political affairs. For more than twenty years he has been

the treasurer of his home schnol district, and in other \\a\s has ,t;i\en of his

services to the ])ul)lic welfare.

To Joseph and Catherine ( Blason ) .Mhert three children ha\e heen

horn. Matilda, wife of Henry Rittersdorf, a well-knnwn farmer of Keene

township, this coimt_\- : Sophronia. who married Joseph Itrimyer, also a Kcene

township farmer, and 'I'heodore. who married .Margaret l'"elyan. .Mr. and

Mrs. Albert have seven grandchildren, in whom they take much delight.

Thev are devoted members of .St. Mary's Catholic church and their children

were reared in the faith of that church, the family ever ha\ing been active

in parish affairs.

FREDERICK ALLFX ^I.\SON.

Frederick Allen Alason w-as born in All>any. New York, on Septeml^er

23, 1866. He was the son of William and Sarah ( Lindley) Mason, natives

of Yorkshire, England. They were the parents of the following children :

Charles Arthur, who is deceased; John Dixon, wdio lives in Birmingham,

Alabama; William Henry, Jr., who is deceased; Endora Martha, who is

deceased, and hVederick .\llen. who is the subject of this sketch. William

Mason was reared in Yorkshire, luigland, and learned the tanner's trade in

Edinburgh. Scotland, and then moved to London and emigrated to the United

States in 1856, locating in Xew Ikunswick. .\ew Jersey. Mere he engaged

in tanning for some years and then moved to Newark, New Jersey, and

from there to All)any, New York. I'Tom .\lbany. New York, he went to

Waterburv. Connecticut, where he died on a farm near Willimantic in 1892

at the age of seventy-four years. His wife died in 1872 at the age of

fort\ years. He was postmaster at Waterbury for many years. He was a

Republican in politics, anrl he and his wife both belonged to the Baptist

church.

Frederick Mien Ma-on. the subject o\ this sketch, was raised in

Waterbury, Connecticut, and graduated from high school there. He began

learning the watchmaker's trade, which he has f(jllowed ever since. He

worked for twenty-three years in watch factories Ixith in the I'.asl and

West, and .-.pent six years in England teaching tlu' American system of

watchmaking. He then returned to .\merica and traveled for the Hamilton

Company of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, for four years. He then worked for
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various retail tirnis and rtnally ent^aged in tiic business for himself in Cen-

terville, Maryland. He remained there for two years and then came to Jonia.

Michigan, in 1912, and bought out the jewelry store of A. G. Bedford. For

nearly eighteen years he has been following up the retail jewelry business

and he has such a reputation that his ser\ices are sought by some of the

largest jewelers in the United States. He has chiefly bent his energies
to the railroad watch inspection work, as he excelled in the caring tor

and repairing of the high grade watches that railroad men are required to

carry. He has the finest testiniduials as to his expertness as a watchmaker

from some of the largest and best watch factories in the United States and

England. In his present location he carries a large stock and does a large

business.

On October 14, 1905. Frederick .A. Mason married bdorence .V. E.

Harrison, of Liverpool, England. .She was the daughter of William and

Clara j. Harrison. She was the only child of her parents. Mrs. Mason
was born in Liver|)ool, England, and her father was born on the northeast

coast of Ireland, and her mother was born in luigland. Her father was

chief engineer on one of the big boats nuuiing lietween .\e\\ ^'ork cit\-

and Hong Kong, China.

To the union of Mr. and Mrs. .Mason were born the following children:

Charles R. and Clara Florence. Mr. Mason is a member of the Congrega-
tionalist church and Mrs. Mason affiliates with the Episcopalian church. Mr.

Mason is a progressive Republican in politics.

OSMOND SELWVN TOWER.

Osmond .Scl\v\-n Tower, deceased, was burn in Ionia, .Michigan, in iS^y.

He was the son of Osmond and Martha (Galligher) Tower. Osmond
Tower was a native of Massachusetts, and his wife was a native of Ireland.

They had the following children: deorge ; Wartleu, deceased; Osmond, de-

ceased, who is the .subject of this sketch: .\ngelo b".., of Ionia, and fames F.,

ot Innia. ( )smond Tower was a school teacher in Massachusetts. He
married in the East and came West to Detroit with his bride and lived there

a little over a year. He was a pioneer in hmia conutv and built the first

frame house in Ionia City. He engaged largely in the lumbering business

in Montcalm ,uid loui;i omntie^. 1 If was United States marshal at one

time, and was ,1 nicnilier of the schod] lioard for twentv \ear^. lie was a
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verv ])rc)min(.'iit iiiaii in lii> tlay. He and l-reil llall and Hudlcy Townsend

were the three ruHng spirits in tlie hnsiness interests of the town for many

years. He and his wife lived to old age and (hed in Ionia.

Osmond SeKv\n Tower, tlie snhject of this sketch, was raised in Ionia

and attended tlie public schools here. He later took a law course in .\nn

Arl)or. and then began for himself by engaging in the hardware business

which he followed for some years, lie was register of deeds for a number

of years. He served one \ear in the C"i\il War and was ca])tain of a

company in the .^ixth .Michigan Cavalry. Ionia was always his home, except-

ing ten \ears which were spent in lidmore, Montcalm county, in the hard-

ware Imsiness. On September i8, i86j. he was married tn Sarah lane

Bartholomew, who was the daughter of .\lbert Martin and Mar)- Miller

(Boyd) Bartholomew. Sarah Jane (Bartholomew) Tower was horn on

June 24, 184^^. in Detroit, Michigan. Her parents were natives of Massa-

chusetts and came west to Michigan in an earK (la\ and settled in Detroit

where her father was ui the hardware business, the lirui name being Dnc-

harme & Bartholomew, for many year>. Mr. Bartholomew retired from this

firm before his death which occin'red at the home of Mrs. Diicharme. in

Detroit at the age of 'seventy-six years Flis wife died ,it the age of thirtx-

two years. They had the following children : b'.lsie Elizabeth, who married

Charles Diicharme: William h^lkana. who lixes in Detroit: .S.arah Jane, who
is the widow of the subject of this sketch: .Mar\- .\ugnsta. who is the widow

of Thomas D. Hawley. of I.cjs .\ngeles, California, and two children, who
died in infancx.

Osmond Selwyn and .Sarah Jane ( Bartholomew I Tower were the parents

of the following children: l*"red .Albert, who ha'^ been with the Pittsburgh

Steel Compan\- for o\er sixteen years. He marric-d Imoge King. They
have one son, I-'redcrick King Tower: Marion .Amelia, who m.uried William

B. Carpenter: they live in Chicago and have one son. Harold B.igley Car-

penter: Rlsie Mary, who married Cai)t. George H. Jamerson. and the\- live

in Honolulu, where he is statinned in the I'nited States iufaulrv service:

they have one son, Osmond Tower Jamerson, ,uid Albert B.. who died when

five months old.

Osmond Selwyn Tower died in 1910 at the age f>f se\ent\-onc vears.

He lielonged at one time to the Knights of Pythias Lodge and also t(r the

Elks Lodge. He was a staunch Republican. Mrs. Tower is a mem1)er of

the PZpiscopal church. She is a lady of culture and refinement and takes

an unusual interest in club and literary afifairs.
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ELLIOT BOUCK.

The old Empire state has sent many of its best citizens into Michigan

and they have done much in developing the newer sections of the West.

Among this class in Ionia county is Elliot Bouck, a hard-working farmer of

Danby township, and a regularl}- (irdained minister of the Alethodist Episco-

pal church. He was born in Schuhaire county. New York, April 21, 1862,

and is a son of Daniel li. and I'aroline (
I'orst ) Bouck, both natives of the

above named county and state also, where they grew up, attended school,

were married and established their home on the farm. His grandi)arents

on both sides were descendants from the early Dutch in that state. Daniel

H. Bouck was young when his father died and he made his home with his

grandparents until their deaths. Daniel 11. I'.ouck died in April, h/jj, and

his wife preceded him to the grave by one year, dying in April, igoi. They

were the parents of seven children, namely, I'Jliot, the immediate subject of

this review; Martha, wife of ICmery .Sitterlee; \\'illiam. a resident of Xew

York state; .\nna, the wife of l''.dwar<l 1'. .Mattice, of Xew ^'ork ; Warner,

who was killed in a runaway accident; l-.lma, who died at the age of one

year, and Harley, wdio lives in i\liddlelnu-j;h. Xew \i<v\<.

I'",lli(]l llouck received his education in the (li>trict schools, ;md he

remained on the home farm until he was twenty-one years old, then lured

out at farm work f(jr one year, then returned borne for one year, coiuinuing

to work on the farm during the summer months, attending high school in

the winter time, preparing for college, but finding himself without fund- and

twenty-eight \ears of age. gave u]i the idea of ,a college cour>e. In the spring

of i8yo he .started for Vermont, and took the place of a regularly ordained

minister in the Trov conference of the Methodist l'".i)iscopal church at b'.ast

Middleburv. N'ermont. where he remained two years. .\t the annual confer-

ence of iSSi .Mr. I'.ouck joined the conference on probation and liegau the

conference course, passing his stu<lies with a good margin from year to year

until 1895, when he received his final ordination by I'.ishop W'alden at Sara-

toga .Springs. New York. With n;ilural gifts for speaking and l)eing a good

stndetit, he soon became an .icrept.ilile ,ind cai)able nnnister of the (lospel.

On .March _'d of i8g2 be married bsther Wilcox. ;i daughter of H. H. and

Mary ( Silvermail ) W'ilcox. which family is mentioned on another page of

tills work.

After his m.arriage Mr. liouck went to Benson. N'ermont. where he

preached four vears. then went to lliue-^burg. that state, and a year later
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took charge of the church at Willislun, tlial stale, reinaiiiiui; llicrc l"(ir twu

years. In 1899 he was transferred to the Michigan Cdnfcrence. Lansing-

district, and preached at Shepardsville fur twu years, going from there to

the town of Sheppard, near .Ml. Plea.sant, remaining there two years.

Ahhough he was doing good work as a minister, he gave up regular pastor-

ate work on account of the protracted and .serious illness of Mrs. liouck, and

came to the Wilco.x farm, in Ionia county, and about eight months later

ino\-ed to the farm he now occupies; this \\;i> in the spring of 1903. He

engaged in farming until 1907. when he again took up ministerial work, and

was assigned to the Methodist church at Ragle, renting cnit his farm for live

years. He remained at Eagle three years and preached at Breckinridge two

years, returning to the farm in n;i_>, and has been engaged in gener.al fann-

ing here ever since. His place consists of one hundred and four acres and

is under a high state of cultivation, .\1though he has continued lo ])reacli

occasionally since moving to his farm, he has ncjt taken an\ regular work.

He makes a specialty of breeding a high grade of Holstein cattle; registered

"Crown Korndyke de Mercedes" heads his fine herd. These pure-bred cattle

are the best ever known in this section of the state. He also handles an excel-

lent grade of Poland China hogs.

Mr. Bouck is a Prohibitionist and has long been acti\e in lemper.ince

work. He is a meml)er of the Grange.
One child, a daughter, has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bouck, Mary C,

who is a pupil in the tenth grade of the public schools of Portland.

GEORGE C. THURLBY.

.\ man who has found both ])leasure and prolit in agricultural pursuits

and has, therefore, not cared for otlier fields of acti\it\-. is Cieorge C. Tlun-lby,

of Boston township, Ionia county. lie w.is born in Montcalm county,

Michigan, March 30, 1H56, and is a son of Richard and .Margaret ( I'arnjtt)

Thurlby. The father was liorn in Lincolnshire, England, and there lie grew
to manhood and was educated, and when a Imy was in what is known in

that country as "gentleman's serxice,
'

milil he was about twenty-one vears

of age, when he came to .America, locating in Kent county, .Michigan, where

he hired out as a farm hand. Saving his earnings he later |)urcbased fortv

acres in that county, then went to Montcalm county and bought a farm

where he li\ed a few years, then returned to Kent countv. ])Uich.ising
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another farm, whicli he linall}- sold and moved to tlie home of his son,

(icorge C, and there s])ent the rest of liis hte, dyino- in IQ07, his wife lia\inq;

preceded liim to the grave in J goo. The\- were parents of three children,

(leorf^e C. hein^ the only snrvivor.

George C. Thiirlb\' grew to manhood on the farm where he worked

when a lio\-, and received his education in the district schools in his home

communities and in the town of Lowell. When fomteen \-ears old he hired

out as a farm hand, working three years for Sears Story, then hired to

|ohn .Meyers and John Bell, learning the trade of carpenter and joiner,

which he followed for a number of years, becoming a very highly skilled

workman. In 1880 he moved to the farm ;ind has since been engaged in

agricultural pursuits. He is the owner of ;m excellent farm of one hundred

and sixtv acres in section 19, Roston township, where he carries on general

farming and stock raising, also runs a dairy, but not on an extensive scale.

f icorge C Thurlb\- was married on Ja.nuary 3, 187Q. to Emma Storv,

a daughter of George J. and Sarrdi Jane Story. She grew up on the farm

and was educated in the public schools. PoliticaIl\-. Mr. Thurlbv is a Repub-
lican. His wife belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church. He served on

the first jury imjianeled in the new Tonia count}- court house, and his natne

w;is the first one cdleil. he taking the first scat in the grand jurv box. The

first case was th.'it of a man charged with stealing a horse blanket. Mr.

'riuirlb\ \]:\< a photogra]ih of this jur\-.

FRANK H. HUDSON.

("lua of the busy men of the northern part of Ionia county is Frank

II. llud.son, who is engaged in the grocery and bakery business in Belding,

Otisco township. He was born at Hudsonville. Ottawa county, Michigiui,

.March 5, 1865, and is a son of Ibjiiier I'",, and Clarinda ( lUirt ) Hudson.

The father was born in the state of C'onni'cticut anil when a boy he came

with his parents to Cleveland, Ohio, the father taking up land from the

government, which he developed into a farm and on wliich a part ol the

city of Cleveland now stands. His place was finally jilatted. He s])ent the

rest of his life there and there also occurred the death of his wife. Homer
E. Hudson, mentioned above, remained with his ])arents until he was nine-

teen years <ild when he came to .Michigan, locating in Grand Rapids, then

a small town, and here he worked on the Kellogg farm which is now well

within the city limits and is valuable residence property.
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Mr. Hud.son's duties partly were to drive oxen for his eini)loyer, and

lie helped break up the virgin soil along what is now Monroe street, .\fter

working for Mr. Kellogg two or three years he returned to ( )hio where lie

married Clarinda Burt and then eanie to Holland. .Michigan, where he

started a nursery business, later taking in a partner Id wlinm he subse-

(juently suld nut, then located at wh;d is now the town of I ludsonville,

which place was named tor him. There he took up eighty acres from the

government, spending al)out forty years there, becoming one of the leading

men of that 1< cality and was a successful. farmer. His first wife, mother

of l-'rank H., died and he married later, after which he removed to (irand

Rapids where hv, spent a numl)er of years, then mo\etl to lidding, hmia

county, where he died. He was the father of six children by his rirst

wife, live of whon^ grew to maturity and three are now living, namely:

Horace A. is deceased; Delhi C, deceased, was the wife of .\delbert Baruaby
of Grand Rapids; Frank H. of this sketch; E. E. lives in Belding; Belle M.

lives in \^ancouver, Iritish Columbia, and is the wife of .\. A. Pompe.
I'Vank H. Hudsoli grew u]) on his father's farm where he worked when

a boy, and he received his education in the public schools. He remained

at home until he was twenty years of age, then came to lielding, Ionia

county, and worked in a f.'icton- for fi\-e ye.ars, then with I-".. R. Spencer in

a drug and grocery store for a year and a half, after which he and

R. R. Robinson tought the grocery store .ind this ])artner-lii]) Listed for

fourteen years, and since 1905 he has managed tlie business alone. He has

been on the same stand all the while. He has been engagd in the grocery
business twenty-four years and the b.-ikery business o\er ten \e.irs. He
has built up a Large and lucrative tr;ide in each with the t<iwn and surrounding

country and has a large and well stocked store and modernh- eipiipped

bakery.

Mr. Hudson was marrii'd on Ajiril 15. iSN^, to .Millie I". Ann.'ihle. To
Mr. and Mrs. Hudson three children ha\-e lieen l)oi-n, u.iini'lx ; Willie, who
died in inf.-mcy; Dorothe;i, who was graduated from tlu- lielding high

school, attended the Xormal at Kalamazoo a year and a half .iml is now
a student in .\lbion College, intending to engage in teaching; Irene is the

wife of Gay West, and they live in Lansing. Michigan.

Politically. Mr. Hudson is a Prohibitionist. Fraternally, he is a mem-
Ijer of the Modern Woodmen and the Maccabees of Belding. He has

been a member of the local schoitl board for the ])ast fifteen years .iiid

has done much to encourage better schools in his city. He liclnngs to the

Methoflist Episcopal church in which he is a trustee.
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