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NOTICE

IT was originally my intention that this compilation

should consist of only three volumes, but here, how-

ever, is the fourth, which, notwithstanding every desire

to compress the whole matter into the smallest pos-

sible space and to close the undertaking, only reaches

to the autumn of 1837, including the affairs of
w St.

Denis, St. Charles, and Moore's Corner, extinguish-

ing the Rebellion, of that year, South of the St. Law-

rence. That of St. Eustache, with its incidents, and

the events of the three following years, with a copi-

ous Appendix of very interesting papers, for the most

part not hitherto published, will constitute the fifth

and final volume. The number and length of the

various parliamentary, official, and other public docu-

ments and records, necessary to the right and full

understanding of affairs, and which, as such, could

not 'with 'propriety be omitted, have distended the

work to its present overgrown bulk. I am very

sensible that the perusal ot a large portion of it will

be found dry and heavy, if not absolutely a pennance,

to the reader who will have the courage to under-

take it, and consequently little relished by most

readers, particularly those already acquainted with

the matters related. But it is to be remembered

always, that the principal object of this work is

&
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rather to record, for future information, the various

and important sayings and doings, parliamentary and

political, that have taken place in Lower Canada

(with Upper Canada it has nothing to do,) during
the fifty years of its political existence, a Repertory?

in fact, that may be referred to and consulted by

those who, following us, shall take an interest in these

our times, and desire clearly to understand and as-

certain to a certainty wha"t,
" in our day and genera-

tion," we have been (quarrelling ?) about, than for

the gratification or amusement of the present actors

in the political drama, or of the lookers-on.

R. C.

Quebec. February, 1853.



CF THE LATE

CHAPTER XXXV.
Mr. Roebuck moves in the House of Commons for an enquiry

into Canada matters his motion superseded by the Colonial

Minister's, and select committee appointed to inquire, &c.

report menacing language of the French press and Vindi-

cator in alliance with it organization in accordance there-

with, and uneasiness of the British population in conse-

quence lojal address to the King from 'Montreal, forwarded

through the Governor his answer to the deputation ad-

dress to the King from Quebec central and permanent
committee of delegates sit at Monti eal as a " convention"

report of their proceedings another similar to it formed at

Quebec Parliament expires and general elections in conse-

quence Constitutional Association formed at Quebec
another at Montreal " declaration" issued by that of Que-
bec address of the constitutionals at Montreal advance of

'31,000 by home government to relieve the officials Cor-

poration of Quebec, on the eve of the new year, resolve not

to visit the Governor Asiatic cholera new Parliament
meets speech, Ac. address to the King and both Houses
on the state of the Province Assembly short of funds ad-

dress the Governor answer resolution thereupon Gov-
ernment transmits certain communications from the Coloni-
al Minister, Mr. Spring Kice public accounts and esti-

mates sent down, but wholly disregarded Governor's fur-

ther answer to the Assembly relative to their address for

18,000 to cover contingencies Assembly prorogued Mr.

Jessopp, collector of customs, con".mitted- bill naming Mr.

Roebuck agent, rejected by the Legislative Council Con-
stitutional Associations active petitions to the King and
two Houses of Parliament agreed upon Mr. John Neilson
of Quebec and Mr Walker of Montreal, deputed as the

bearers Corporation of Quebec desire to wait upon the

Governor His Excellency declines their visit debate iu

House of Commons on Canada affairs -it is determined
that Commissioners shall be appointed to proceed to this

Province and investigate them documents in the Official

Quebec Gazette Lord Aylmer's recall announced public
addresses to him Lord Gosford's arrival, accompanied by
Sir Charles Grey and Sir George Gipps Lord Aylmer's de-

parture monument erected at his expense to the memory
of Wolfe on the spot where he fell.



THERE was now in petitions and complaints from

Canada to the government at home matter to en-

gage again the attention of the Imperial Parliament,
and to it, accordingly, the petitions were referred.

On the 15th April, Mr. Roebuck moved in the

House of Commons for " the appointment of a com-

mittee to inquire into the means of remedying the

evils which exist in the form of the government
now existing in Upper and Lower Canada." This

however, he withdrew, on a motion in amendment

by Mr. Stanley, the Colonial Minister, for "'a select

committee to enquire into and report to the House
how far the grievances complained of in the year

1828, on the part of certain inhabitants of Lower
Canada have been redressed, and the recommenda-

tions of the committee of this House which sat there-

upon have been complied with on the part of His

Majesty's Government
;
and to inquire into the mat-

ter of certain other grievances not then brought
under the consideration of this House, but now set

forth in resolutions of the House of Assembly of

Lower Canada in the present session, and to report
their opinion thereon to the House."

Mr. Secretary Stanley, in handing in to the

Speaker the names of those whom he intended should

constitute his committee, observed that he had in-

cluded the names of the gentlemen who, being mem-
bers of the House in 1 828, had been of the Canada
Committee. Mr. Hume's name having been included,
he begged it might be withdrawn, being already on

several committees requiring his whole attention,

and his request was granted.* To this committee

*Tbe committee consisted of: Mr Secretary Stanley, Mr Roe-
buck. Mr. F Lewis. Mr. W Wynn , Mr. E Dennison, Mr Lock,
Mr Fazakerly, Lord Landon, Mr Labouchere, Sir J Graham,Mr
Goulburn,Lord Howick, Mr A Baring, Mr Ellice, Mr E Stewart
MrE Oliphant, Mr Robinson, Mr 0'Connell,Mr R Grant, Sir M
Ridley, Mr. B. Carter, Sir H. Hardinge, Mr. H L Bulwer, Mr.



the various petitions and documents relating to Ca-

nadian grievances were referred. They accordingly
went to work with the same attention and assiduity
that had characterised the former committee, exa-

mining several persons then in England from Canada,

calling also for the official correspondence between

the home and colonial governments. After an at-

tentive investigation, the committee reported on the

3d of July, as follows :

"The select committee have, pursuant to the order

of the House, examined the matters to them referred

and agreed to the following report :

" Your committee have taken into their serious

consideration the matters referred to them on the sub-

ject of the affairs of Lower Canada.
' Your committee have examined several witnesses

on these matters. They have also considered atten-

tively the despatches and letters which have passed
.between the Colonial Office and the Governor of the

Province since the year 1828, which correspondence
has been laid before them without the least reserve.

" Your committee considered it their duty to de-

clare their opinion, that a most earnest anxiety has ex-

isted on the part of the home government to carry into

execution the suggestions of the select committee of

1828
;
and that the endeavours of the government

to that end have been unremitting, and guided by
the desire, in all cases, to promote the interests of
the colony ;

and your committee have observed with
much satisfaction, that in several important particu-
lars their endeavours have been successful. It is,

however, with deep regret that your committee per-
ceive that iu others they have not been attended

with that success which might have been antici-

pated ;
heats and animosities having unfortunately

Warre, Sir C. Grey, Mr. Warburton, Mr. P. Stewart, and M r

Romilly. Power to send for persons, papers and records .

five to be the quorum.
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arisen, and differences continuing to prevail between
the branches of the Colonial Legislature, as well as

between the House of Assembly and His Majesty's

government ;
those unhappy differences appear to

your committee no less calculated to check the pro-

gress of improvement in one of the most important
of our colonial possessions, than to effect most injurious-

ly the interest of the British empire.
" Your committee believe that they will best dis-

charge their duty by withholding any further opinion
on the points still in dispute.

" It has appeared to them that some mutual mis-

conceptions have prevailed, and when your com-
mittee consider the extreme importance that a per-
fect reconciliation of these differences should take

place, they express their earnest hope that these

misconceptions being removed, many of the present
difficulties will no longer exist, or will be amicably ad-

justed.
'' Your committee are also induced to take this

course, by their persuasion that the practical mea-
sures for the future administration of Lower Canada

may best be left to the mature consideration of the

government, responsible for their adoption and execu-

tion.
" Your committee are of opinion that it would not

be expedient to apply for power to lay before the

House the evidence of the witnesses examined, or the

documents which have been laid before them."

In the meantime, the spirit abroad corresponded
to that in the Assembly, notwithstanding the opinion
to the contrary expressed by Lord Aylmer at the

prorogation. The French press and the Vindicator,
an English paper at Montreal, co-operating with it,

assumed a menacing and revolutionary tone, alarm-

ing to the who'e British population of the Province,

who, seeing the Canadians of French origin every-
where organising themselves for purposes evidently



hostile to the government, began to think it time to

bestir and place themselves in an attitude suited to

the approaching crisis. A loyal address to the

King, very numerously signed, was prepared at Mon-
treal. This was forwarded through Lord Aylmer,
on whom a deputation of inhabitants of that city

waited, with an address requesting him to transmit

it: "We have been deputed," said they, "on the

part of a large portion of the inhabitants of Montreal

and its vicinity, to present to your lordship their

petition to His Majesty in opposition to the spirit

and tendency of the ninety-two resolutions adopted

by a majority of the House of Assembly, and respect-

fully to request that you will be pleased to cause

the same to be laid at the foot of the Throne.
' We beg to assure Your Excellency, from our own

knowledge with respect te the town, and the decla-

rations of respectable individuals in the country, and

from other testimonials, that the signatures affixed

to this petition are those of persons of respectability,
and almost, without exception, of mature age in

corroboration of which we beg leave to refer Your

Excellency to one sheet, containing upwards of four

hundred signatures, of French Canadians, certified

by a public notary to be those of so many landholders

in the parish of St. Martin alone,
" Those whom we have the honor to represent

have throughout disdained the subterfuges and arti-

fices by which the opposite party are swelling the

signatures to their petition in approbation of the

ninety-two resolutions, by subscribing the names of

infants, and of adults, misled into the belief that

they were merely signing a declaration of their satis-

faction with their present condition.
" We feel assured that Your Excellency will be gra-

tified to learn that so large a portion of the respec-
table part of the community have, in so many sec-

tions of the country, re-echoed the sentiments of



Your Excellency in regard to the resolutions in

question.
" We beg that Your Excellency will be pleased to

accept the assurances of our profound respect and

consideration.
1 '

To this he replied :

''
Gentlemen, The numbers, but more especially

the respectability of the individuals who are sub-

scribers to the Address to the King, which you have

placed in my hands, invest it with a character of im-

portance, which affords me an opportunity of depart-

ing in some degree from the brief furm of answer
usual on similar occasions in making a few observa-

tions upon topics of much local interest at the pre-
sent moment, and I am the more desirous of avail-

ing myself of this opportunity of doing so, because
of the restraints imposed upon the head of the

Executive Government by his official situation,

which, by circumscribing the occasions wherein he
can make known his own views of the affairs of the

Province, expose his public acts to daily misrepre-
sentation.

" In the first place I will say a few words regard-

ing the complaints which have been so frequently

urged upon the consideration of His Majesty's

Government, of the partial and unjust distribution

(as it is alleged) of the honors and employments at

the disposal of the Crown, in favor of one particular
class of His Majesty's subjects in this Province. I

am persuaded that the ground of these complaints,
and the mode by which its removal is sought for,

(admitting for a moment its existence,) have not

been duly considered.
" If it be desirable that a rule should be establish-

ed for distributing the honors and employments at

the disposal of the Crown amongst the King's sub-

jects in this Province, of different origin, according
to their relative numbers, it becomes a matter for

consideration in what manner this object is to be



accomplished. Is it proposed to separate and divide

into classes, the inhabitants of English, French,

Scotch, Irish and American birth or origin, and in

like manner to parcel out into shares proportioned
to their respective numbers, all those honors and

employments, assigning to each class its due propor-
tion ? or is it proposed that successively as employ-
ments in the various departments of 'the Aminis-

tration becomes disposable, they shall be conferred on

individuals of the several classes in rotation, thereby

establishing a species of lottery of the favors and

distinctions of Government ?
" In giving effect to the principle of distribution

above mentioned, the necessary calculations for

ascertaining the numbers in each class must undergo

frequent revisions, with reference to the constant

changes going forward in the component parts of the

population of the Province, from the effects of emi-

gration .and other circumstances. These, and other

details, would inevitably give rise to further com-

plaints and jealousies ;
but what is more than all to

be deprecated, the principle above mentioned direct-

ly tends to keep alive, and perpetuate those very
distinctions of national origin which have been com-

plained of, and of which the traces cannot, for the

tranquillity and prosperity of the Province, be too

speedily or too effectually obliterated.

"It is not in the light in which I have placed
this subject that I understand the liberal intentions

of His Majesty's Government; but rather, that the

most rigid impartiality shall be observed in distribut-

ing the honors and employments at the disposal of

the Crown, and, that without reference to national

origin, he who shall be considered the best qualified
for employment, or the most observing of honors

shall be the individual preferred.
"
This, as I understand it, is the principle upon

which it is intended that His Majesty's liepresen-
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tative in the Province should govern his proceedings,
a departure front it in favor of any particular

class can alone constitute a just ground of com-

plaint and can reasonably be urged in any quarter.
" In connexion with what has just been observed

in regard to national origin, I cannot forbear taking
notice in this place, of the practice of a certain party
in the Province of readily applying the name of

Canadian to the descendants of individuals of any,
no matter what foreign nation, established here

;

whilst the name of foreigner appears to be by them

exclusively reserved for His Majesty's subjects born

in the United Kingdom, and their descendants.
" To be addressed as a foreigner, whilst treading

the soil of a British Colony, must indeed sound

strangely in the ears of Englishmen. In this Pro-

vince perhaps, the misapplication of the term may
be ascribed in most instances to the circumstance of

the majority of the actual inhabitants being of a

different origin ;
but wherever it shall clearly and

manifestly appear to be the result of prejudice and

political hostility, those who so make use of the

term should be emphatically told, that in every

quarter of the globe where the British flag waves

over his head, an Englishman is always at home.
"
Unfortunately for the true interests of this Pro-

vince the efforts of the party to which I have alluded

have been but too successful in imposing upon the

good faith of a large proportion. I feel assured,

however, that a full exposure of their artifices is at

hand, and that a light is rapidly breaking in upon
the minds of those who have been so deceived,
which will [enable them to distinguish between their

friends and their enemies they will then discover

amongst other things the extent to which their con-

fidence has been abused
;

and that whilst encour-

agement to interfere in the internal affairs of the

Province, incompatible with the allegiance due to
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His Majesty by his Canadian subjects, has been held

out in their name to a neighboring foreign nation,
where that encouragement has been regarded only
with mingled scorn and derision, representations
have been conveyed to the Mother Country eminent-

ly calculated to create doubt in the minds of those

who are unacquainted with the true character of the

Canadians, of their loyalty and good sense.
" It is for them, the Canadians, of every class

and origin, to protect their character as British sub-

jects by means within their own reach, against the

imputations to which it has been exposed to foreign

nations, and at the seat of the British Empire, by
those who pretend to be the organs of their senti-

ments. For myself, I think it necessary here to

observe that 1 have attentively watched the head-

long course pursued by the party to which I have

just alluded. I could entertain no doubt as to its

object ;
but confidently relying upon the tried

loyalty of His Majesty's Canadian subjects, I ab-
stained from making any attempt to arrest its pro-

gress, in the firm conviction, derived from the know-

ledge I had acquired of that party, that if ]eft to

themselves, their own acts would sooner or later

sink them to their true level of insignificance, from
which a combination of fortuitous circumstances had
raised them for a time, and to which they are now

rapidly descending.
" In giving effect to my own views on this sub-

ject, I have had many difficulties to encounter.

My public character and conduct have been assailed

on all sides, and with every variety of insult that

language can convey from vulgar, low-bred im-

pertinence, to the grossest and most virulent invec-

tive
;

but hitherto without having produced the

slightest deviation from the course I prescribed to

myself at the commencement of my administration
of the government of this Province

;
and I will now
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venture to affirm, that at the close of that adminis-

tration, come when it may, I shall be found as free

from the influence of party spirit, as when I first

landed on the shores of Canada.
" I must again advert to the departure from or-

dinary forms into which I have suffered myself to

be drawn upon the present occasion . I am far from

being disposed to establish it as a precedent; but

on the contrary, I desire it may be understood only
as the consequence of the extraordinary state into

which the affairs of the Province have been thrown

by recent events.
" I will now conclude by assuring you that I shall

have much -satisfaction in complying with your
desire, by transmitting your address to the King, to

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the

Colonial Department, for the purpose of being laid

at the foot of the Throne."

Addresses from Quebec were in like manner for-

warded to the King, expressive of loyalty and attach-

ment to His Majesty's person and government. In

Montreal, an organisation took place pursuant to the

ninety-two resolutions. A central and permanent
committee of delegates from different parts of the

district sat in that city on the 4th September, a re-

port of the proceedings whereof, headed,
" THE CON-

VENTION, was published immediately after in the

Vindicator, as follows :

"
Yesterday, according to notice previously given

in the public papers, the general and permanent
Committee of the District of Montreal assembled in

this city, to consider the several important matters

which occurred connected with the political affairs of

this Province since their last meeting in July.
'' The quantity of business, therefore, before the

Committee was more than usually great, and the

attendance was unusually full. At an early hour the

several Delegates from the different parts of the



11

district made their appearance in town. At .twelve

o'clock the meeting was organized, and

JOSEPH ROY, Esq., President, took the Chair.

Louis COURSOLLES, Esq., Delegate from the County
of Two Mountains, Vice-President.

C. Ov. PERRAULT, )

DR. O'CALLAGHAN, |
Secretaries.

" On motion of J.' N. Cardinal, Esq., Delegate for

Laprairie County, seconded by Mr. Vincent, Lon-

gueuil, it was
"1st Resolved, That this meeting having taken

the Report of the Committee of the House of Com-

mons, of the 3rd July last, on the affairs of this Pro-

vince, into mature consideration, are of opinion, that

although that document has been drawn up in a

vague and general style, yet they hope for Reform,
inasmuch as it seems to have been agreed to by the

Committee under a knowledge of the liberal policy
entertained and professed by Mr. Spring Rice

;
and

because the Committee considered it of extreme im-

portance that a perfect reconciliation of existing dif-

ferences should take place, and expressed their

earnest hope that the misconceptions occasioning
them may be removed under the mature care of the

present Colonial Secretary, the responsible officer for

the adoption of practical measures for the future better

government of this Province.
" On motion of the same, seconded by Dr. Valois :

"
2nd, Resolved, That inasmuch as the various

grievances of which the country complains arise

from an imperfect and vicious Colonial system which
does not afford any means within itself of preventing
or checking political abuses, or of bringing to an
account and punishing public delinquents, there

exists no guarantee against the recurrence of those

grievances unless the said system be so far modified

as to render the local authorities responsible for their

acts to the people of this Province, and by the ex-
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tensive of Elective Institutions furnish the country
with . the means of peaceably removing from office

such of the Legislative and other functionaries as may
have justly forfeited public confidence.

" On motion of the same, seconded by Dr. La-
croix :

"'3rd, Resolved, Therefore, that however well in-

clined to confide in the professions of the present

Secretary of State for the Colonies, (to which con-

fidence he is to a certain degree entitled by his early-

abandonment of Mr. Stanley's threatened usurpation
of the right in the British Parliament to tax the

Colonies, and by the advices whicli the Committee
have received from Messrs. Roebuck, Viger, Morin,
and other friends of this country), yet this meeting
cannot honestly perform the duty it owes its consti-

tuents without frankly and publicly declaring that no

measure of reform can produce permanent satisfac-

tion, nor remove the existing
"
misconceptions" and

"
difficulties" unless it is based upon the recommen-

dations contained in the petition of the House of

Assembly, lately presented to the House of Commons,

praying for an extension of the Elective principle in

the Government of this Province.
" On motion of the same, seconded by Massou,

Esquire :

" 4th. Resolved, That this meeting learns with

feelings of profound regret and disappointment that

the Committee did not consider it expedient to lay
before the Hou-e of Commons, the evidence of the

witnesses examined, or the documents which have

been placed before them, as publicity is the greatest
if not the only security to a distant people, against

intrigues, jobs, abuse of power and misrepresenta-
tions in the part of their colonial rulers frequently
sent for the purpose of repairing their broken for-

tunes, and who, in a spirit of animosity have often

been known to have prejudiced His Majesty's Govern-
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ment against the inhabitants of the Colonies; and
that in the present instance in particular, when an

almost unanimous people accused the Provincial Ad-
ministration of high crimes, it was due both to ac-

cusers and accused that the evidence and documents
aforesaid should not be suppressed.

"It was then announced to the Committee that

advices had been received since the last meeting

conveying the intelligence that the Royal sanction

has been given to the bill incorporating the British

Land Company, whereupon Mr. Girod, one of the

Delegates from the County of Vercheres, came for-

ward and stated that he had prepared a series of

resolutions condemnatory of the alienation of the

public property of this Province to a company of

foreign speculators, without the consent, and against
the will of the people, whose property the lands in

question were, and that he would submit the same
with the permission of the meeting.

" The Resolutions referred to were then read one

by one, and severally adopted unanimously. They
are as follow :

"
1st. Resloved, That the Committee whilst per-

sisting in the resolutions which it adopted in its

meeting of the second of July last relative to the

passing of the act incorporating the Land Company,
seizes this opportunity of expressing its deep regret
that the said bill has received the Royal sanction.

"
2nd, Resolved, That this meeting cannot con-

sider the interference of the Imperial Parliament in

the local affairs of this country, and in matters within

the jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature, other-

wise than as a violation of the Constitutional rights
of the people of this country and of the promises
made by the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Go-

derich, formerly Secretary for the Colonies, in his

despatch of July, 1831.

"3rd. Resolved, That this violation "of the promises
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and engagements of the Colonial Office towards this

country and the House, of Assembly is, in the opinion
of this meeting, the more flagrant, the more oppres-

sive, and exhibit the greater contempt for the people
of this Province and their Legislature, inasmuch as it

was committed against the will and desire of the

inhabitants of this country, expressly manifested by
resolutions unanimously passed by their Represen-
tatives in the Session of 1832 resolutions which

have since been renewed in the last session of the

Provincial Parliament, and supported by the people
in their petitions to the Imperial Parliament.

" 4th. Resolved, That independent of other acts,

which have rendered the Administration of Mr.

Secretary Stanley deservedly odious to the peo-

ple of this Province, the approbation which he has

given to the passing of the Land Company Bill, the

favor which he has shewn towards those who soli-

cited it the open protection which he has given to

those who, to avoid all opposition to- their projects,
have effected the passing of the said law secretly and

clandestinely, suffice to impress upon that adminis-

tration an indelible stain, and affix thereto the seal of

reprobation.
" 5th. Resolved, That this meeting confidently de-

mands from the liberal views of the new Colonial

Secretary, and the opinions which he has recently

expressed on an analogous subject, that he will ob-

tain from the Imperial Parliament the repeal of so

much of the aforesaid act as concerns Lower Canada,
and thereby remove one of the sources of discontent

most poignantly and most generally felt, and which

has been created throughout this Province by the im-

pudent temerity of his predecessor.
" 6th. Resolved, That whilst confidently awaiting

his act of justice, this meeting invites the electors

of the different counties to exact from those who

may offer to represent them, a formal pledge that
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they will use all their efforts to Oppose by all legiti-

mate means the operations of the aforesaid Land

Company, and that they will not cease their exertions

until they shall have obtained the repeal of the act

of the Imperial Parliament by virtue of which it has

been incorporated, so far as Lower Canada is con-

cerned.
" 7th. Resolved, That this meeting regards as NULL

the title obtained by the said Land Company, and
invites the Provincial Legislature at its next session

to declare such nullification and to adopt every other

means in their power which their wisdom may sug-

gest to protect the people of this country against
this invasion of their rights as long as it may con-

tinue.
" 8th. Resolved, That the inhabitants of this Province

are moreover earnestly invited to use all legitimate
means at their disposal to arrest the progress of the

prevailing system of speculation and monopoly,

whereby covetous and privileged share-holders, by
virtue of legislative provisions, pretend to sell by
auction and to dispose of for purposes of trade, con-

siderable extents of land the most easy of access, and
the most susceptible of early settlement by the youth
of the country, from the approach to which they have

been hitherto shut out by the partial distribution of

the same in favour of a certain class of persons, which
has been pursued with systematic perseverance until

completed by the passation by the Imperial Parlia-

ment of the recent act now alluded to.
"
Ordered, That copies of the above resolutions be

transmitted to the Right Hon. the Secretary for the

Colonies and to Messrs. Viger, Morin and Roebuck.
" The system of nomination to office pursued by

His Excellency, the present Governor in Chief, was
next brought under the consideration of the Con-

vention, together with the recent appointment of

Samuel Gale, Esquire, to the Bench of this district,
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on which subject the Committee passed unanimously
the following Resolutions, each of which were duly

proposed and seconded.
"

1st. Resolved, That for a series of years, the

people of this country have both by petition to the

Imperial Parliament, and through their representa-

tives, complained of the partiality observed by the

Executive of this Province in the distribution of

several places of honor and profit in the gift of the

Crown, from which His Majesty's subjects of French

origin have been systematically and unjustly excluded,
and which have, in most instances, been bestowed
on other classes, and especially on those who by pro-

perty or otherwise are least connected with the in-

terests of the country, and who have on all occasions

been most violently opposed to the rights and liberties ,

of the people .

" 2nd. Resolved, That after having thus frequently

complained, it pleased His Majesty at length to take

the subject into consideration, as appears from a

despatch from Lord Viscount Goderich the then

Colonial Secretary, dated 7th July, 1831, in which
the people of this Province received the assurance of

His Majesty's Government, that "
if it could be shewn

' that the patronage of the Crown had been exer-
' cised upon narrow and exclusive principles,
'

they could not be too soon disavowed and abandon-
l

ed] especially if it were true that the fixed popu-
'
lation of the Colony had not enjoyed a full partici-

'

pation in all the public employments, and the country
' should be assured that His Majesty cannot desire
' that such odious distinctions should be systemati-
'

cally maintained.
" 3rd. Resolved, That notwithstanding the above

assurances, the people of this country are at present
under the necessity of again complaining that the

same systematic, partial and unjust exclusion from
office has continued to be followed up by His Excel-
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lency Matthew Lord Aylmer, the present Governor

in Chief, who since his appointment to office has

called to several situations of profit in the civil de-

partments thirteen or more persons, besides a great

many in the Customs, of all of whom only three are

Canadian of French origin.
" 4th. Resolved, That notwithstanding the assur-

ances of His Majesty's Government above alluded to,

His Excellency Lord Aylmer has moreover selected

for the Judicial departments, in both the higher and
lower Courts of this Province, violent partisans as

instanced in his late nomination of the major part of

the Commissioners for the summary trial of small

causes in the country parts ;
on which occasion,

contrary to the spirit of the law, and to the former

practice of himself and his predecessor, he has ex-

cluded from such office several persons recommended
to him by the proprietors who had called for the es-

tablishment of such Commissioners' Courts, (which
persons had already filled such offices with advant-

age to the public and honor to themselves,) and ap-

pointed others who had no other recommendation
than their own subserviency to His Excellency's

political bias, and hostility to the opinions of the

mass of the people.
" 5th. Resolved, That the recent appointment of

Samuel Gale, Esquire, to a seat on the Bench of this

district, is another particularly obnoxious instance

of the violation of His Majesty's gracious assurance

contained in the aforesaid despatch, and of the wjiole

spirit of both the Canada Reports, and of the pledges
of the Colonial Office, and unaccountably well

calculated to continue those animosities and miscon-

ceptions lately recommended to be removed, inasmuch
as the said Samuel Gale was throughout a notorious

political supporter of the bad administration against
which the people of this Province did, in 1827, suc-

cessfully complain ;
to oppose which complaints, and
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to support which obnoxious administi'ation, the said

Samuel Gale was deputed to England, .where he

evinced in his evidence before the Committee of the

House of Commons the most violent and unfounded

prejudices against the language of the people of this

country and their laws, which laws he is now called

to administer, to the great injury of the majority of

His Majesty's subjects in this district, who, after the

declarations on his part contained in that evidence,
cannot have any confidence in such a man as a

judge.
" 6th. Resolved, That by the aforesaid nomina-

tions, and the repeated violations of the assurances

contained in the despatch above referred to, which
were based on the Report of the Canada Committee
of 1828, and especially by the recent appointment of

the said Samuel Gale to the Bench, in manifest con-

tradiction with the terms and spirit of the Report of

the Canada Committee of 1834, the confidence of His

Majesty's subjects in the sincerity of the professions
of His Majesty's Government is very much disturbed

His Excellency Lord Aylmer having identified

thereby his administration with that of the wicked
and tyrannical Earl of Dalhousie, and afforded, if

such were necessary, further proof of His Excellency's
utter incapacity to govern impartially, and of his

having forfeited anew all claim to the ra-pect and
confidence of His Majesty's subjects in this Province.

"
Ordered, That copies of the above Resolutions

be transmitted to the Right Honorable the Colonial

Secretary, and Messrs. Viger, Morin and Roebuck.
A committee similiar to that at Montreal was also

formed at Quebec, under the style of " the Constitu-

tional Committee of Quebec."
The Provincial Parliament having reached its term

and expired, the general election took place in Oc-
tober and November. The movement party in op-

position to the government were every where sue-
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cessful, except in the Eastern Townships, and partially
so there. In Quebec and Montreal the elections were

warmly contested, but the mercantile (British) in-

terests were unsuccessful. Mr. Neilson, who had

long been a prominent and skilful leader of the party
now grown unruly and impatient of his advice, was

rejected by the County of Quebec, which he had re-

presented for many years, as was also Mr. Andrew

Stuart, by a majority of the electors in. the city. In

the party spirit that now prevailed, no man of British

name or descent, unless absolutely devoted to the

ruling party, and ready to go all lengths with it,

whatsoever may have been his former services to the

country, had the least chance of being returned to the

Assembly. Mr. Papineau, after a very hard contest

for the west ward of Montreal, was (unduly it was

said) declared, by the returning officer, elected. This

functionary finding it, as he pretended, impossible to

continue the election with security to himself or the
" citizens electors," thought it his duty to terminate

the election before, as was alleged, the whole of the

votes, though at hand, were polled. He therefore

proclaimed as duly elected to represent in Provincial

parliament the West Ward of the City of Montreal,
" the citizen Louis Papineau" and Kobert Nelson,

by posting up a proclamation to that effect * Mr.

Papineau would very probably have been returned

unanimously, or nearly so, for any country in the

province wherein the population of French origin
constituted the majority ;

but he made it a point of

* PROCLAMATION. It being impossible to continue the elec-

tion of the WestWard of the City of Montreal with security to

myself or the citizens electors, I think it my duty to terminate
the election, and 1 do proclaim duly elected to represent, in

Provincial Parliament, the WestWard of the City of Montreal,
the citizen Louis PAPINEAU arid ROBT. NELSON, as having the

majority of votes, as it appears by the Poll Book of the West
Ward of the City of Montreal." (Signed)

CHAS. ANDRE LUSIGNAN, Returning Officer.
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honor on the occasion, it seems, to represent Mon-

treal, the city of his residence and nativity.*
" The article below there is reason to believe, is ex-

planatory of Mr. Neilson's views of public matters

and being interesting it finds as such a place here.

* " There is no legal tribunal having jurisdiction beyond
that of electors called, conformably to law, to pronounce on
the conduct of their representatives : but there is a moral tri-

bunal which judges the judges, and passes sentence, without

appeal, irrevocable, eternal, because its decisions are con-
formable to truth and justice, which are eternal and invari-

able, like the Divinity from whom they proceed, and by whose

Almighty power they aro sustained.
" The majority of electors of Lower Canada have absolved

the authors and supporters of the Resolutions of the House
of Assembly of last winter. The question, however, still re-

mains before this moral tribunal. Are they innocent, or are

they guilty ? If they are guilty, then Judex damaatur.
"

Representatives hold a delegated authority ; they are the

agents of their eonstituents ft. r a limited time, wi h limited

powers conferred on them by the law and the existing Con-
stitution. They cannot exceed those powers without, a breach
of duty without usurpation. If they do, they set themselves

up as the masters of the people, instead of their agents.
" Their powers are clearly defined by the Constitutional

statutes
; they are to advise and consent, concurrently with

the Legislative Council, constituted in virtue of the same
statute, to the enactment of laws, by the authority of the

peace, welfare, and good government of the Province, not be-

ing repugnant to the said statute. They have also of necessity
the privileges required for giving effect to the aforesaid pur-
poses. Beyond this, they have no legal power whatever. If

they go beyond it, they assume what does not belong to them

by their constituents.
" What has been the conduct of the members of the late

House of Assembly, publiclyknown and acknowledged? They
have attacked the Constitutional Act itself; they have re-

solved on the annihilation of one of the Branches of the Leg-
islature, with which they were appointed to act, and by that

resolve excited the just apprehensions and resistance of the

two other co ordinate Branches, and thereby raised obstacles

to the performance of the trust confided in them, for further-

ing the enactment of laws required for the common welfare
;

they have rejected or neglected the proposed co-operation
of the British Government, for the entire removal of the grie-
vances and abuses complained of in the petitions of the people
in 1827, and by themselves in 1831 ;~thev have spread dis-
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The elections being over, all those who were anxious

for a continuance of the Constitution and maintenance

of the connexion of the Province with Great Britain,

cord throughout the Province, and caused blood to be shed at

our heretofore peaceable elections : they have arresttd the

improvement of the country and the amelioration of its laws,
which were rapidly and successfully advancing, by the aid of

an united Legislature, from 1828 down to the moment of the

attacks en the established Constitution: and, finally, they
have brought the people of the Province into a state of uncer-

tainty and disquiet as to their future fate,and excited a spirit
of individual & national animositybefore unexampled amongst
His Majesty's subjects in Lower Canada', threatening long and

dangerous struggles and excesses.
" These aie facts, public and notorious, which may be co-

lored, but which no one will venture to deny.
" But they have not only usurped authority which was not

given to them, and produced all the consequences before sta-

ted
; they have excited to sedition, rebellion, and treason.

Their ninety-two resolutions of last winter are a long declama-

tory address to the passions and prejudices of the majority of

the people, whom they formally designate and class in these

resolutions as of " French origin," in contradistinction to

"British or foreign origin.
1'

They tell the. people that

they have been subjected to " a long series of injustice
and oppression" under the British government, that

allegiance and protection are co-relative c'bligations,-refer to

the example of the United States, and finally threaten to seek
a remedy' ELSEWHERE,' if their demands are not granted bythe
Briti-h Parliament. If there is a man of unsophisticated mind
and common honesty, who has read, or will read, the ninety-
two resolutions, and say. before God and man, that such is

not the bent and character of these resolutions, then I will

consent that these latter allegations against the members of
the late House of Assembly should bd iaken as not prevent

" If they are proven, they add to usurpation and breach of

trusts, th"i guilt of faUehood, calumny, disrespect and insnlt
of indiv.dials and lawful authorities, and excitation to rebel-

lion and treason.
"
Yet, in the face of all the public and acknowledged evi-

dence against the authors of these violations of duly, they
have been acquitted by the majority of the electors qualified

byl vw, throughout the Province. Judex damnatur quum nocens
abso'vilur.

"
Thsjudresand the judged, resorted to mutual confidence,

are now rejoicing together. There is yet subject for rejoicing in

Canada. Brit sh capital,and thesubstantialadvantagrs nllowed

bythe mother countrytothe trade and industryof the Province,
still give to its property and labor double the value
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began more seriously than ever to turn their attention
to combined action and measures for the purpose.

they would have if these advantages were lost or with-

drawn; notwithstanding the diminution of that value,
occasioned by the interruption of the usual circulation

of money for two years, by the measures of the late House of

Assembly. The proportion contributed by each individual in

Lower Canada to the expenses of government, does not a-
mount to a fourth of the proportion contributed for similar ex-

penses by each individual in the adjoining,States,and a tax-

gatherer is unknown among us. The population of British

America has increased to twelve times what it was seventy
years ago, while, in the fame period, the old colonies, now
the United States, have increased only about six times.
There is. indeed, still room for rejoicing and thankfulness a-

mong the good citizens of Lower Canada
;
but very little for

the authors and abettors of usurpation and insolence; none
for the actors in the recent proscription of that portion of the
inhabitants of the Province who are not disposed to repudiate
the constitution of the country, as lawfully established, and
to reject the only system of free government which has stood
the test of ages, to seek here, or '

elsewhere,' a -government of
mere will and pleasure, the odious elements and tyrannical
operation of which have been visible to all, at the late elec-

tion meetings in Quebec. Those who are overjoyed at these
late '

victories,' would do well to recollect that the British

government, the British constitution, and British power, are

not yet extinct in the North American Provinces : ihere are

yet many good men and true, of all national origins, even
in Lower Canada: The power of exciti ig the honest pre-
judices of the majority of the people of French origin, and of

operating on the hopes of numerous vain, presumptuous, .un-

principled, and hungry partisans wear itself out in time.
The tree will ba known by its fruits. Little will eventually
remain to the chief managers,but the indelible stain of GUILT.
It will settle on their countenances as they walk the streets,

follow them when they retire to their dwelling's, dash the

enjoyments of the social circle, rankle in their breasts when
they are alone, accompany them in the halls of legislature,

and travel with them to the country, where they will hear
the reproaches of an honest and too confiding people, whose
real and progressive happiness, under the British government
they have so cruelly diregarded and endangered, to follow
in the paths of that ignorant and presumptuous quackery and
atrocious ambition, which, in our own days, have desolated

eo many conntries.
" CONSTITUTIONALIST."
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A public meeting was held at Quebec on the 22nd

November, at which a " Constitutional Association"

was formed,* and a general committee named, which,
in its turn, nominated a sub-committee of fifteen of

its meinbers.f A great meeting of the like character

also took place about the same time at Montreal at

* This day at one o'clock, pursuant to notice, a meeting was
held at the Albion Hotel, for the purpose of adopting preli-

minary measures for the formation of a Constitutional Asso-
ciation in this city.
Andrew Stuart, Esquire, was called to the chair, and R.H.

Gairdner, Esquire, was nominated as Secretary.
The following Resolutions were severally moved by J. H.

Kerr, Esq., and seconded by W. K. McCord, Esq.
Resolved 1. That in the present alarming state of the Pro-

vince,^pproaching to anarchyand confusion,it is absolutely &
urgently necessary for the common safety of persons of British

and Irish origin, that a general union should be established

for securing, protecting and maintaining their constitutional

rights, at d for ensuring, by legal means, the safety of their

persons and property.
2. That for effecting the purposes of the preceding resolu-

tion, it is tit and expedient to establish, at Quebec, an Asso-
ciation to be called, the Constitutional Association.

3. That a Committee of 75 be named to consider the fit

measures co be taken for the establishment of a constitutional

Association, as already mentioned, with powers to appoint a
sub-committee of 15, and report to a general meeting to be
held at this place pursuant to notice.

4. That a subscription be immediately opened to promote
the objects of the Constitutional Association.

It was then_resolved to appoint a Treasurer,when Alexander

Simpson, Esq., of Montreal Bank, was unanimously named
to that office.

The first and second resolutions were adopted with the

understanding that the committee would amend them so as

to include Canadians of French descent, and persons of other

couutrieswho coincide in the opinionsexpressed at the meeting.
Some conversation took place in which Messrs. A.Stuart, J.

Nei'.son, sen., and W.K.McCord, took part. The hour at which
the meeting broke up prevents our giving full particulars.
About four hundred pounds were subscribed by three o'clock.

f These were, Jno. Neilson, Andrew Stuart, Henry Leme-
surier.George Petnberton, James Hastings Kerr, Henry Black,
James Bell Forsyih, James Stuart, Wm. Price, John Charlton

Fisher, Thomas A. Youug, William Power, James Dean,
Samuel Neilson, R. H. Gairdner.



which very decided resolutions were adopted.* A gen-
eral meeting of the Quebec Constitutional Association

took place on the 12th of Dec-, when a DECLARATION
was agreed to and issued by it in the following terras :

" A meeting of about 400 or 500 members of the

Quebec Constitutional Association, took place at the Al-

bion Hotel, on Thursday evening, IQth inst., for the pur-

pose of taking the sense of the Association with respect
to a declaration drawn up by the sub-committee. John

Eraser, Esquire, was called to the chair, and R. H.

Gairduer, Esq., acted as Secretary.
" Andrew Stuart, Esq., explained the object of

the meeting, which was, to take the sense of the

members generally with regard to the declaration

which he then held in his hand, and which had re-

ceived the unanimous approbation of the sub-com-
* Moved by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Henry Corse,

That the bitter and unceasing animoisty which has been dis-

played towards persons of British and Irish origin, and the

unprincipled attempts which have been made to injure and op-
press them, as exemplified more particular!}- in the proceed-
ings of the Town Council, afford sufficient evidence of the

tyranny which would be practised, should the Bihish Govern-
ment make the further concessions demanded by a majority of
the late House of Assembly.
Moved by Mr. Thomas Philips, se;onded by Mr. C. D.. Day

That the nominal majority of Messrs. Papineau and Nelson,
is to be ascribed solely to the gross partiality of the Return-

ing Officer in rejecting legal votes, in accepting those that

weie illegal, in repeatedly adjourning the poll without the

requiste consent of all the candidates, and in prematurely
closing it without notice, and cannot form iLe slightest justi-
fication of that functionary's illegal return.

Moved by Mr. Andrew Doyle, seconded byMr. Jas Holmes,
That uncertain of His Majesty's Government, and impressed
with a deep conviction of imminent danger, we feel it an

imperative duty to declare that we will not submit to the

domination of a party adverse to immigration, to commerce,
to internal improvements, and to all those interests which

may be regarded as British
; but, relying on the justice of our

cause, conscious from recent experience of our own strength,
and mindful of ths fame of our fathers, we will resist to the

uttermost all attempts to place us under the yoke of a party

which, we firmly believe, is bent on our destruction.
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mittee, and also, of the general committee. The
most proper course to be pursued, therefore, he ap-

prehended, would be to read the declaration, para-

graph by paragraph, so as to give every one present an

opportunity of expressing his opinions.
" The following declaration was then read, para-

graph by paragraph, and the question of concurrence

being put on each, they all passed by acclamation,
with the exception of the 8th, the only dissentient voice

to which was Mr. Gugy.

" DECLARATION

Of the causes which led to the formation of THE
CONSTITUTIONAL ASSOCIATION op QUEBEC, and

of the objects for which it has been formed.

" The political evils under which Lower Canada
has long labored, have recently been increased in

so alarming a degree, that the subversion of govern-
ment itself is to be apprehended, with the consequent
disorders of anarchy, unless the progress of them be ar-

rested, and an effectual remedy applied.
*' Under the influence of a party in the Assembly

of the Province, laboring by every means which

they cou'd devise to concentrate political power in

their own hands exclusively, national distinctions

have been fostered and established, the administra-

tion of the local government has been perseveringly
obstructed and impeded, iss authority brought into

contempt, and public and private security essentially

impaired and endangered ;
whilst the just subordi-

nation of the colony to the parent state has been

openly questioned, and resistance to its authority,
if notavowedly inculcated, certainly covertly promoted.

" In prosecution of the views of the party to which
those evils are mainly ascribable, that portion of the

population of the Province which has been by them

designated as of (l British or Foreign origin," has vir-
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tually been, and now is, deprived of the privilege of

being heard in the representative branch of the gov-
ernment in support of their interests and views.

The portion of the population thus proscribed amounts
to about one hundred and fifty thousand souls, or

one-fourth of the whole, and comprises nearly all the

merchants, the principal members of the learned pro-

fessions, a large body of skilful and wealthy artizans

and mechanics, and a great number of respectable
and industrious agriculturalists, possesses extensive

real estate, and holds by far the greatest portion of

the capital employed 'in the pursuits of trade and in-

dustry, all which interests are liable to be burthened

and in fact have been injuriously affected, in conse-

quence of the proceedings of the said party and of

the majority of the same origin by whom they have
been supported in the assembly of the Province.

" The class of persons by whom members of the

assembly are almost exclusively returned, that is,

the inhabitants of French origin, who form the ma-

jority, and whose character is in other respects most

estimable, has shewn itself peculiarly liable to be

acted upon by ambitious and self-interested indivi-

duals, who, by exciting the latent national prejudices
of the majority against their fellow-subjects of a dif-

ferent origin, can, as appears from late events, lead

them astray by specious though perfectly unfounded

representations addressed to their prejudices and

passions.
"
By these means the party in the Assembly al-

ready alluded to, has acquired a dangerous ascend-

ancy over this class of the population, and the result

of the late elections evinces that they will use it for

the purpose of securing the return of such persons

only as will act in subserviency to them. Upon that

occasion it is notorious that no other qualification
was asked or required from candidates than an im-

plicit acquiescence in the views and wishes of the
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party as expressed in the resolutions of the Assembly
to be presently adverted to.

" While the ^presentation of the Province con-

tinues on such a footing, with the concentration of

power incident to it, experience has shewn that there

can be no hope of a fair and impartial administration

of the powers of government, and there is too much
reason to apprehend that in a body so constituted,
the public and general interests of the Province,
commercial and agricultural, will continue to be
overlooked and neglected, or subjected to injurious

regulations, its improvement obstructed and retarded,
and the whole internal government of the Province

deprived of the legislative superintendence and pro-
visions which are necessary for its efficiency, and the

promotion of the general welfare.
" The political evils arising from the constitution

and composition of the Assembly have been greatly
increased and aggravated by the act of the Imperial
Parliament placing at the disposal of the Assembly,

absolutely and unconditionally as it is understood by
that body, the important revenue by means of which
the civil expenditure of the Province was previously

defrayed. By this increase to the power derived

from great numerial superiority in .the Assembly,
have been superadded the irresistible weight and in-

fluence necessarily conjoined with the exclusive

power of appropriating the revenues absolutely and

indispensably requisite for defraying the civil ex-

penditure of the I'rovince, by means of which the

Executive government has been rendered entirely

dependent on the will and pleasure of the leaders in

the Assembly for its very existence
;
and public au-

thority, both administrative and judicial, from the

Governor-in-Chief and the Chief Justice of the Pro-

vince to the most humble individual in the scale of

office, has been subjected to their interested, partial,

vindictive, or capricious control.
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"If any doubt could heretofore have been enter-

tained as to the design and tendency of the proceed-

ings of these men, that doubt must have been removed

by the resolutions passed in the Assembly on the 21st

day of February, 1834, containing divers false and

scandalous imputations of so general a nature as not

to admit of answer or investigation, against the cha-

racter and conduct of His Majesty's government in

this Province, against the whole body of its officers,

civil and military, against the judiciary and the

second branch of the Provincial Legislature, against
a large portion of the inhabitants of the colony en-

gaged solely in the duties and pursuits of private life,

and against the British government generally as re-

spects -this Province, since the cession of Canada to

His Majesty by the Crown of France.
" These resolutions passed by a majority of 56, of

whom 51 were members of French origin, against

24, of whom 17 were not of that origin. They
formally class and enumerate His Majesty's subjects
in this Province as persons of { ' French origia" and
of " British or Foreign origin," the former of whom
are erroneously stated as consisting of 525,000 and
the latter of 75,000 souls.

' The address to His Majesty and to the two
Houses of Parliament, wherein these resolutions are

embodied, and which have been transmitted to Eng-
land, claims a revision and modification, by the ma-

jority of the people of this Province, of the Constitu-

tional Act
;
an extension of ,the elective system contrary

to the prerogative of the Crown and the British con-

stitution, for the purpose of investing the appointment
to offices of honor and profit in the said majority of

the people ;
the election of the second branch of the

legislature, now appointed by the Crown for life, in

virtue of the aforesaid act
; threatening at the same

time the British government ai;d Parliament with the

example of the late colonies, now the United States
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of America, and insisting upon being supported in

the demands contained in the said resolutions, that

the people of this Province '

may not be forced by
oppression to regret their dependence on the British

empire, and to seek elsewhere a remedy for their afflic-

tions.'
" In furtherance of the views of the framers of

the said resolutions and address, the said resolutions

were, shortly after the close of the last session of the

Provincial Parliament, printed and distributed in

great numbers throughout the Province at the public

expense ;
and certain committees were therein invited

to be formed, to aid in giving effect to the same,
under a pledge of the "honor of the representatives
of the people" to reimburse the expenses of the said

committees to them, or to such persons as might ad-

vance money to them.
" The party already referred to, composed of certain

members of the Mouse of Assembly, of French origin,
has for several years past, as already stated, and as

is well known, taken advantage of every opportunity,
both by speeches delivered in the House of Assembly
and elsewhere, and through means of newspapers
under their control, to excite the ancient national

prejudices of the inhabitants who are of French ori-

gin, against their fellow-subjects who are not of that

origin ;
and particularly by the aforesaid resolutions

printed and distributed as aforesaid, and by meetings
and committees in support thereof, they have in fact

so operated upon the prejudices of persons of their

origin, as to excite a great number of them to frequent

public expressions of hatred, and threatened violence

to those not of the same national origin.
' In consequence of these machinations and others

connected with and resulting from them, it has come
to pass, as might have been looked for under such

circumstances, that at the late general election, (as
the poll books kept of record according to law will
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shew,) majorities consisting of persons of French ori-

gin have chosen nearly the whole of the members
who are to compose the House of Assembly for the

ensuing four years, of persons of that origin who have

publicly approved of the said resolutions, or pledged
themselves to their support.

" As subordinate to the grievances now stated,
but contributing materially to the political evils of

the Province, other departments of the government

may be mentioned as to which measures of reform

are urgently called for. The system of judicature
as now established, it is universally known, is alto-

gether insufficient and unsuited to the present state

and condition of the Province. From the great ex-

tension of the settlements, and the increase of popu-
lation in different districts, the courts of original

jurisdiction have become inaccessible to the inhabit-

ants at a distance from them, otherwise than at a

ruinous expense, involving in many cases a denial

or failure of justice ;
whilst the Court of Appeals, from

its peculiar constitution, is unfit for the exercise of

the powers with which it is entrusted. That a system
of such vital importance to the public welfare, and

yet so injuriously defective and inadequate, should

have continued without alteration or improvement,
is among the striking evidences of the imperfect
exercise of powers entrusted to the Provincial Legis-
lature .

" In every well-regulated government it is essen-

tial that the executive' authority should be aided by
the advice of able and well-informed individuals,

acting together and in a body, by which sound dis-

cretion, uniformity, consistency and system are im-

parted to its measures. Among colonial governments,
which are generally administered by persons laboring
under the disadvantage of a deficiency of local in-

formation, assistance of this nature is indispensable
for the attainment of the ends of good government.



31

This body of advisers ought to be found in the

Executive Council of the Province
;
but its members

are too few in number, and its composition too defective,

to answer the purposes of its institution.
" Whilst the greatest importance ought to be at-

tached to the selection of fit persons for seats in the

Legislative Council, it is indispensably necessary for

the stability of the government as now constituted,

and for the security of His Majesty's subjects within

the Province, that the power of appointing members
to that branch of the legislature should continue to

reside exclusively in the Crown, but subject to such

regulations as may be deemed proper for ensuring the

appointment of fully qualified persons.
" Under the foregoing view of the political state of

the Province, the object of the Constitutional Associa-

tion of Quebec will be,
"
By constitutional means,

" 1st. To obtain for persons of British and Irish

origin, and others His Majesty's subjects laboring
under the same privation of common rights, a fair

and reasonable proportion of the representation in

the Provincial Assembly.
" 2nd. To obtain such reform in the system of

judicature and the administration of justice as may
adapt them to the present state of the Province.

"3rd. To obtain such a composition of the Execu-
tive' Council as may impart to it the efficiency and

weight which it ought to possess.
' 4th. To resist any appointment of members of

the Legislative Council otherwise than by the Crown,
but subject to such regulations as may ensure the

appointment of fit persons.
" 5th. To use every effort to . maintain the con-

nexi )n of this colony with the parent state, and a just
subordination to its authority.

" 6tb. To assist in preserving and maintaining

peace and good order throughout the Province, and



32

ensuring the equal rights of His Majesty's subjects of

all classes.
" Now WE, whose names are undersigned, taking

the premises into our serious consideration, do here-

by form ourselves into a Constitutional Association

for the purposes stated in the foregoing declaration,
and for mutual support in the discharge of the duties

of our allegiance to His Majesty, as lawful Sovereign
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
and of this Province, dependent on and belonging to

the said Kingdom.
"
Declaring that we wish for no preferences or

advantages over our fellow-subjects of whatever na-

tional origin, nor for any infringement of the rights,

laws, institutions, privileges and immunities, civil or

religious, in which those of French origin may be

peculiarly interested, and to which they are entitled,

or which they enjoy under the British government
and the established constitution

; desiring merely for

ourselves the enjoyment of equal rights with our

fellow-subjects, -and that permanent peace, security
and freedom for our persons, opinions, property and

industry which are the common rights of British

subjects.
" And in furtherance of the purposes aforesaid,

to the utmost of our power, we hereby pledge ourselves

to each other and to our fellow-subjects throughout the

Empire."
An address was also issued by the Constitutionalists

at Montreal shortly after the above from Quebec .

" TO MEN OF BRITISH OU IRISH DKSOEN'T.

Fellow Countrymen,
"
Engaged in a contest, the result of which must be

felt throughout the Provinces of British America, we,

your oppressed brethren of Montreal, solicit your
attention to a brief and temperate exposition of our

principles and grievances.
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" Connected with you by identity of origin, by

community of feeling, by national recollections, and

by one common interest, in this the hour of danger we
look to you for support.

" The population of Lower Canada, heterogeneous
in its character, comprehends two distinct classes

a majority of French, and a minority of British des-

cent governed by feeling and attachments widely

differing from each other
;
the causes which have pro-

duced that division may be generally known.
" The want of education among the French major-

ity, and their consequent inability to form a correct

judgment of the acts of their political leaders, have

engendered most of our grievances. The extent of

that ignorance may be collected from the facts, that

within the last few years in each of two Grand Juries

of the Court of King's Bench for the district of Mon-

treal, selected under a provincial law, from among
the wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes, there

was found but one person competent to write his

name
;
and that trustees of schools are specially per-

mitted, by statute, to alfix their crosses to their school

reports.
" The political information of that part of the Cana-

dian population engaged in agricultural pursuits is,

therefore derived exclusively from the few educated
individuals scattered among them, who speak the

same language, and who possess the means of direct-

ing public opinion, exempted from those salutary checks
which education alone can bestow.

" The persons who wield this mighty power are,

generally speaking seigniors, lawyers and notaries,
of French extraction, all of whom as will be shown

hereaiter, have a direct and selfish interest in main-

taining a system of feudal law, injurious to the coun-

try, and bearing with peculiar severity 'on British in-

terests.
" Our endeavours to procure relief have been repre-
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sented as an overt attack upon the customs and in-

stitutions of the Province
;
national prejudices have

been called into action, national feelings excited,
and a French majority, ignorant of the nature of

the contest, is now arrayed against a British minor-

ity.
"
Passing by the petty vexations of the feudal ten-

ure, such as the seignior's right to call for the title

deeds of every vassal
;

his exclusive right of grinding
the grain of his seigniory ;

his right to assume any
property within the limits of his seigniory, on reim-

bursing to the purchaser the cost of his acquisition ;

and other claims of a servile and arbitrary character

incident to feudal law; we proceed to the subject
of the more grievous burdens by which we are op-

pressed.
"
Throughout the seigniories of Lower Canada,

within the limits of which are comprised the cities of

Montreal and Quebec, upon the sale of real property
the feudal Lord extracts from the purchaser a fine,

equal to one-twelfith part of the price a claim

which recurs with each successive sale
;

thus every

person who clears, or otherwise improves a farm,
erects a building, either in town or country, or in-

vests capital in landed estate, bestows one twelfth of

his outlay on the seignior, whenever the property is

brought to sale.
" This odious law, so injurious in its effects, readily

explains why this fine Province, although richly 'en-

dowed by nature, is so far surpassed in the career

of improvement by neighboring Provinces and

States.
" From the want of a bill for the registration of

acquisition of real property, the validity of a title

cannot be ascertained except by a course of expen-
sive proceedings through Courts of Law, but secret

incumbrances may still exist, unaffected by that pro-

cedure, for whose discovery no means are afforded
;
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hence the difficulty of borrowing money on mort-

gage, and the frequent seizure and forced sale of real

estate.
" The profits which accrue to the seignior from

this state of things are obvious
;
and the interest of

the French lawyer and notary in maintaining a system
of law that fosters litigation and produces corresponding

expense is equally intelligible.
" Such are the considerations which govern a party

exercising a paramount influence in the House of

Assembly : and thus it is that British liberality

which conferred upon the French population the

elements of free government has been perverted by
designing and interested individuals to the means of

retaining laws adverse to national prosperity and to the

spirit of free institutions.
" The repugnance of Britons to a slavish and anti-

quated system of feudal jurisprudence has drawn

upon them the undisguised hostility of the French

party ;
an hostility which has been manifested by

attempts even of a legislative character to check emi-

gration from the British Isles, and to prevent a per-
manent settlement in the Province of that class of

His Majesty's subjects, whom they have invidiously
described as of " British or Foreign origin."

" The most prominent of these enactments, and the

most unjust, is the imposition of a tax on British,

emigrants, and British emigrants only, in violation

of the most sacred rights we inherit from our fathers,
and contrary to the best interests of the Province.

"
They have denounced, as a mischievous monopoly,

a Land Company, established for the purpose of

settling, with a British population, lands which, by
their distance from a market and want of roads,
would otherwise be inaccessible to individual enter-

prise ; wilfully overlooking the fact, that the im-

mense tracts of land still held by the Crown, and

oflered for sale, in small parcels, at low rates, secure
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the advantages of competition, and will prevent the

Company from using the privileges to the detriment of

the community.
"In the formation of counties for the election of

representatives, the townships, which are held by
the tenure of free and common soccage, and are

therefore the natural resort of British settlers, have

been divided into counties, according to the actual

population, without making any provision for their fu-

ture growth, although the territory thus parcelled
out is of much larger extent than the French sei-

gniores ;
so that were the respective sections of the

Province peopled in proportion to their productive

powers, a majority of British constituents would roturn

a minority of representative.?.
"
They have excluded co-tenants and co-proprie-

tors from the elective franchise, as being generally
Britons, whilst to co-heirs, as being chiefly French, the

right of voting has been carefully secured.
" The qualification of magistrate, of militia officers

and of jurors, is made to depend upon real estate
;

the possession of which, in properties of limited value,

is generally confined to Canadians, whilst Britons,
whose capitals are more commonly embarked in

commercial and manufacturing pursuits, are virtu-

ally debarred from those offices and public trusts
;

thus confiding our liberties to the discretion of a body
of men, the greater number of whom arc devoid

of education, and have been taught to regard Britons

as their natural enemies.
" Their abuse of power and contempt ^of enlightened

public opinion, (confident in the support of an un-

lettered French majority,) are exemplified by their

proceedings in the House of Assembly. We have

seen Mr. Christie expelled from successive Parlia-

ments, despite the remonstrances of the disfran-

chised electors of Gaspe, and contrary to every prin-

ciple of a representative government Mr. Mondelet
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expelled by a forced construction of an illegal reso-

lution, .a construction, from which the framer of the

resolution declared his dissent
;
and contrary to the

precedent in the case of Mr. Panet, who under like

circumstances, was permitted to retain his seat

The West Ward of Montreal, containing a majority
of independent British electors, defranchised for

two years a pretended enquiry into the melancholy
riot of the 21st of May, 1832, where individuals

were pronounced guilty before the examination of a

single witness
;
and where, in violation of a solemn

pledge, and of common justice, the evidence for the

prosecution was sent forth to the world without any
evidence having been received in defence public
monies misapplied under resolutions' of the Assem-

bly, without the assent of the co-ordinate branches

of the legislature the contingent expenses of the

Assembly charged with a salary to Mr. Viger, ori-

ginally of 1000, but gradually increased to 1700

per annum a sum so disproportionate to the ser-

vices rendered, as to justify the conclusion, that the

vote itself was a convenient pretext for the secret

misapplication of Provincial funds
; and, their dar-

ing contempt of all public and constitutional prin-

ciples during the last session, and on the eve of a

dissolution, in attempting to commit a new Parlia-

ment to the reimbursement of the expenses attend-

ant upon the convening of public meetings throughout
the Province, avowedly for the purpose of influencing
the general election.

" The laws governing commercial transactions in-

troduced from France, remain as they were at the

conquest. Applications to the Assembly for a bank-

rupt law, and other modifications of t'.ie existing

jurisprudence, suited to the altered circumstances of

the country, have been uniformly neglected, and we
continue subjected to the uncertain and ill defined

p ovisions of a body of laws long since repudiated in

that France, whence it was originally derived.

239783
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" The Provincial banks called into existence by
acts of the Provincial Legislature, and by the terms

of their charters, compelled annually to exhibit state-

ments of their affairs, have been openly denounced

by Mr. Papineau, late Speaker of the Assembly,
and organ of the French party, from no other pos-
sible motive than a desire to inflict injury upon
commerce, and consequently on Britons, by whom
the commerce of the country is chiefly conducted.

" The same individual has publicly recommended
to the French party to abstain from all intercourse

with Britons : an advice which has been acted upon to

a considerable extent.
" Not satisfied with the powers with which they

are constitutionally invested, the French party in

the Assembly have been incessantly occupied in at-

tempting to arrogate to themselves supremacy in the

concerns of the Province.
" Their refusal to pass laws, except of temporary

duration, has involved in uncertainty important in-

terests which would require to be regulated by perman-
ent enactments.

" Their claim to pass in review the salaries of all

public officers by an annual Civil List, voted by
items, would, if acceded to, lead to a disorganization
of government, and ultimately render the Judges and
other public functionaries, the instruments of their

political animosities.
" The Legislative Council, a body appointed by

the Crown, and where alone British interests are

fairly represented, they are endeavouring to replace

by an elective Council, which, returned by the same

constituency, must, from necessity, be in all respects
a counterpart of the Assembly; a measure which
would remove the barriers that defend us against
French tyranny, and give to a majority, hostile to

British interests, a power that would be employed to

sever the connexion between Canada and the Empire.
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"Our opposition to this extension of the elective

principle, dictated by preservation, has been falsely

represented as an opposition to liberal institutions.

Accustomed to see in the neighboring States the

mild tolerance of equal laws, and a constitution in its

essential features approximating to our own, we are

not of those who startle with alarm at the name of a

republic, or view their institutions with jealousy or

distrust. With sentiments of generous pride, we re-

cognise the lineaments of kindred blood and national,

character. Sensible of the benefits derived from
our connexion with the parent state, and ardently
attached to the land of our fathers, we view with

grief and indignation, proceedings, which, if not

successfully resisted, will leave us no choice between
a change which we deprecate, and a submission to

French oppression.
" It were an insult to the understanding to dwell

upon public opinion, as expressed by a population
destitute of the advantages of education, as a mass
of the French population in this Province has been

shewn to be, and we regard with blended feelings of

indignation and contempt, the affectation of the

leaders of the French party, of the character of lib-

erals and reformers, whilst they have sedulously fos-

tered a system of feudal exactions and feudal servi-

tude, which invest a privileged class with more arbi-

trary rights than the nobility of England, without the

plea of hereditary claims to legislative honors.
"
Numbering in our ranks many who, both in

Britain and in Ireland, were foremost in the cause

of reform
; independent in our principles ;

uncon-

nected with office
;
of all classes and of all creeds

;

bound together by the endearing recollection of a

common origin, and the powerful sentiment of a

common danger, we are prepared to resist to the ut-

termost the efforts of a party, which, under the

specious guise of popular institutions, would sever
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wisdom faom power, and respect from intelligence, and

consign us to unendurable bondage.
"
Cherishing sentiments of becoming respect for

His Majesty's government, and correctly appreciat-

ing its many efforts to advance our prosperity, the

task we have undertaken to perform requires, never-

theless, that we should explicitely declare our opin-

ion, that the evils which oppress us have been aggra-
vated by the various and temporising policy of succes-

sive administrations.

The destinies of this important Province have been

confided to Colonial Secretaries, ignorant of the

state of parties in the Colony. Entering upon office

without a competent knowledge of our affairs
; rely-

ing for information upon a House of Assembly, con-

stituted as that body has been shewn to be
;

alter-

nately making unwise concessions or attempting to

enforce unwise principles, and not unfrequently re-

tiring from office at a time when experience would
have enabled them to act with becoming judgment
and decision, the tendency of their measures has

been to compromise the dignity of the Home Gov-

ernment and to confer a sanction upon the pretensions

by which our interests are assailed.
" We are not insensible to the just grounds of

complaint arising from the inefficiency of the Exec-

utive Council, and the feeble claims which that

body possesses to the confidence af the community.
" We cannot recognise just principles of govern-

ment in calling to a seat in one of the Councils, a

clerk or subordinate officer of the other
;

and al-

though the Legislatiue Council, as at present con-

stituted, commands our respect as possessing a

majority of independent members, we consider that

it yet contains too many persons holding dependent
situations under the Crown and liable to be acted upon
by undue influence.

" The accumulation of offices in the family and
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connection of a leading member of the Legislative

Council, deserves to be held up to public reprehen-
sion.

" The irresponsible manner in which the Land

granting Department is conducted, the salary dis-

proportioned to the duties performed, which is attached

to the office, and other abuses connected with the Woods
and Forests, demand revision.

u To the redress of these abuses, and to all other

reforms, based upon just principles, we offer the

most strenuous support, and we, deliberately and

with confidence submit this exposition of our prin-

ciples and grievances, in order that our fellow-

countrymen may be enabled to judge of the sincerity
of the respective parties in the Province, by contrasting

professions with facts.
" The subject of this address cannot fail to sug-

gest important reflections connected with the social

and political relations of the country. Of what the

future will disclose we can offer no conjecture.
Recent events have roused us to a sense of impend-
ing danger, and the British and Irish population of

Lower Canada are now united for self-preservation,
animated by a determination to resist measures,

which, if successful must end in their destruction.

Shall we, in this, the country of our adoption, be per-
mitted to find a home ? or shall we be driven from it

as fugitives ?
"

fctrong in the sympathies of our fellow country-
men in the Sister Provinces, injury cannot be in-

flicted upon us, without affecting them; and the

French party may yet be taught, that the majority
upon which they count for success, will, in the hour
of trial, prove a weak defence against the awakened

energies of an insulted and oppressed people."
By order of the Committee appointed at a public

meeting of the inhabitants of Montreal, held on the 20th
of November, 1834.

(Signed) JOHN MOLSON, Jun.
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The official classe^iucluding tiie Judges,who had suffer-

ed inconvenience from the withholding of the supplies,
were this autumn partially relieved by an advance from
the military chest of 31,000 stg., from the government
at home, towards part payment ofthe arrears due them.*

* "
Dowing-street, 27th. Sept. 1834.

"
My Lord. I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship,

that His Majesty's government being fully aware of the extre-

me inconvenience to which our government has necessarily
been exposed py the frilure of the Supp'y Bill for the year,

1833,and by the absence of any provision for the evpenses of
the public service for the present year, have had under their

most serious consideration the steps which it would be most
desirable to adopt with the view of relieving you from a state

of embarrassment.
"The most gratifying termination to this state of things that

can be anticipated is unquestionably the setilemeat of the fin-

ancial differences of the Province in a manner satisfactory to

all parties, and such as may meet the views of His Majesty's

subjects of all classes in Canada. But in the interval which
must occur before these discussions can be brought to a close

I am bound injustice to those who fill public slttuations, to

consider the privations and hardships to which they are sub-

ject by the delay which has taken place in thepajment of

their salaries, and to devise some immediate means tor pro-

viding funds for their relief. Nothing but the unprecedented
nature of the call would justify the Government in having
recourse to such a measure, especially since (as your Lord-

ship is aware) there is a sum amply sufficiea tto meet the de-

mands on the public chest, but which cannot with propriety
be appropriated until a supply bill has been passed by the

Assembly. It is under these peculiar circumstances that it

has been determined by His Majesty's government to author-
ize an advance to be mnde from the military chest, not ex-

ceeding the sum of .31,000, being the amount reqdired to de-

fray the services of the year 1833. I do not mean to direct

these payments to be made in all cases, for it would be un-

questionrtblymore advantageous in manyrespects that a course

of proceeding, only to be justified by inevitable necessity,
should not be resorted to. But my intention is to vest in your

Lordship,under the responsibility of HisMajesty'sGovernment
an authority to meet such extreme cases of pre-sure as may
require your interposition, and may not admit of delay till the

entire ques' ion is disposed of, by a temporary ndvance from

theextraoidinary fund of theMotherCountry, giving this relief

in a ID inner which does not prejudice any of the points un-

der d' cussion, and feeling convinced that out of the sup-
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this partial relief mitigated the distress, but it irritated

the opponents of the government, who contended that

it was an undue interference with the privileges of the

Commons, and with a view to render their attempts to

control the Executive, by refusing the supplies, nuga-

tory. This step by the Home Government was conse-

quently made an additional grievance.
On the eve of the new year, the mayor and town-

council of Quebec, with singular indelicacy, took into

consideration the propriety of paying the usual compli-
ment of a new-year's visit to the Governor-in-Chief, and

decided in the negative.
The Asiatic cholera this summer again visited Canada,

scourging the cities of Quebec and Montreal with equal
if not greater severity than in 1832, as well as the prin-

cipal towns in the Upper Province.

The new parliament,* (the last of Lower Canada)

plies which 1 trust will be voted by the Legislature of Lower
Canada this advance will be cheerfully repaid.

' You will, upon the meeting of the Legislature, tnke the

earliest opportunity of making the twoHouses acquainted with

the course which His Majesty's government have felt it neces-

sary to adopt ;
and I entertain a confident expectation that the

financial condition of the Province will receive from the Leg-
islature lhat attention which its paramount importance de-

mands. "
I have, &c.

(Signed,) T SPRING RICK.
"To Lt -Genl. Lord-Aylmer, &c., kc.,

HOUSE OP ASSKMBLY. Tlie figures after the names, denote
the number of times the members had served previous to the

last election. These to whose names^are prefixed f were'not
of the last Assembly.
Speaker, ; Bonaventwe, E. Thibodeau, (1.) and

f J- F. Deblois
; Gaspe, W. Power, (2.) and J. Le Boutillier,

(1); Rimoukki, L. Bertrand, (1) and f J- b'te. Tache; Kamou-
raska, Amable Dionne, (1) and f Pierre Canac <Ut Marquis ;

VIslet, J B Fortm, (9) and J C Letournpau,f 2); Bellechasse, N
Boissonnault, (3) and A N Morin, (2); Dorchester, f J B Beau-
douin. and J Bouffard, (1); Bcaucc, Ant. Ch. Tascliereau, (1)
and Pierre E. Tascbereau, (1); Mes;anlic, f John G Clapham ;

Lotbiniere, L. Methot, (1) and J. Bte. Isaie Noel, (1); Nicolet,
Laurent Bourdages ;

J B Proulx (4); Drummond, Ed Toomj,
(1); Sherbrooke, Barth, G A Gugy, (1) and f J Moore; Ulan-
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melon the 21st February, 1835, and the Assembly,
having re-elected Mr. Papineau their speaker, by a

stead, Marcus Child, (1) and f J Grannis
;
Yamaska, L G do

Tonnancour, (1) and f Edmund B O'Calligban ;
St. Hyacinlhe

L R Blanchard, (1) and t Thomas Boulhillier; Bourgde Wm.
Henry, f J Pickle; Richdien, Jacques Dorion, (1) and CCS
de Bleury, (1); Rouvitle, Pierre Carreau, (1) and f P M Bar

dy; Stafford, S Wood, (I) and f A Wells; Missisquoi,
t W Baker, and f E Knight ; Verckeres, Pierre Araiot, (7) and
J Tonssaint Drolet, (1); Chambly, L Michel Viger, (1) and
t L Lacoste; Loprairie, J M Raymond, (3) and f J N Cardi-
nal

; A.cadie, C (J Cote, and f Merritt Hotcbki=s ; Btttuhernois,
Chas Archambault, (I) and J Dewitt, [13; Comte de Montreal,
L J Papineau, [10] f C Seraphim Cherrier; Ville de Mont-
real [Est] J Leslie, [2] and f Joseph Roy; Ville de Montreal,

[Quest] L J Papineau, [10.] and f R Nelson
; Vaudreuil, Char-

les Rochon dit Larocque, (1) and f C Perrault
; Outaouais,

f Baxter Bowman, and f J Blackburn; Deux Montagnes, Wm.
-Henry Scott, [2] and J J Oirouard, [1] ; Terrebonne, L H La-
fontaine, (2) and f S Bouc

; Lichenaie, F Courteau, [2] J M
Rochon, [2] ; L'jlssomption, Ed. E Rodier, and f J B Meilleur;

Beithier, J Deligny, [6] and Alexis Mousseau, [4] Saint-

Maurice, P Bureau, [5] and Valere Guillet, [I]; Bourg des

Trois Uivierea, Dr. J Rene Kimber, (1) and t Ed. Bernard
;

Champain, 01. Trudelle, [1] and P A Dorion, (1) ; Portneuf,F
X Larue, (3) and H S Hnot, [I] ;

Comle de Quebec, Louis T
Besserer, (1) and t J Blanche! ;

Haute Vulede Quebec, t R6n6
Ed Caron, and t Amable Berthelot

;
Basse Vi\\c de Quebec,G.

Vanfelson, [1] and f Hypolite Dubord
; Orleans, JB Cassault,

[1] and Alexis Godbout, (1) Montmoienci, Elzear Bedard, [I]

Saguenay, Andre Simon, [1] Xavier Tessier. [1.]
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. The Honorable Jonathan Sewell,

Chief Justice of Lower Canada, Speaker, Hon & Rt Rev C J

Stewart, Lord Bishop of Quebec, The Hon. J Hale, Sir John
Caldwell, Bart, H W Ryland, J Cuthbert, C 'N Grant, Pre.
Dom. Debartzch, T Coffin, R Alackenzie, L Gugy, W B Felton

,

M Bell, J Forsy th, J Stewart, Toussaint Pothier, Samuel Hatt,
D B Viger, Louis Guy, George Moffatt, Roch de St. Ours, P
McGill, J Molson, M P dc Sales Laterriere, Frs. X Malhiot,
J Dessaulles, Barihelemi Joliette, Pierre de Rocheblave, Robt
Harwood, Ant. G Couillard, Robert Jones, James Baxter, F.

Quirouet, Joseph Masson.
EXECOTIVB COUNCIL. The Honorable and Right Reverend

C J Stewart, Lord Bishop of Quebec, The Honorable William

Smith, C E Chaussegros de L6ry, A W Cochran, J Stewart,

Dominique Mondelet, Hugues Heney.
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vote of 70 in his favor against 6 for Mr. Lafoiitaine,

(who hid been put in nomination contrary to his

wishes) lost no time, after hearing the Governor's

speech, to take into consideration the state of the

Province, going into committee of the whole House

daily on the subject. A bill was introduced for the

appointment of an Agent of the Province in the Uni-

ted Kingdom, a blank being left in it for the name
of the person who should be chosen for the purpose,
and which was subsequently supplied with that of Mr.
Roebuck.
The Governor's speech in opening the session was as

follows :

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council.
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

11 It was my intention to meet you on the day ap-

pointed by the Royal proclamation of the 16th De-

cember, 1834, for the assembling of the Provincial Par-

liament for the despatch of business.
" I had already received some important commu-

nications upon subjects deeply affecting the vital in-

terests of the Province, which for some months past
have engaged the serious attention of His Majesty's

government, and in relation to which it was desirable

that I should be in possession of their instructions

previous to the meeting of the Provincial Parliament,
when the official intelligence reached me of a change

having taken place in His Majesty's Councils : where-

upon the meeting of the Provincial Parliament was

postponed to the present day, in order to afford time

for the receipt of the instructions to which I have al-

luded.
" The recent changes in His Majesty's Councils

must unavoidably have delayed, the transmission of

these instructions which have not yet been received

by me, and although I still consider it desirable that

I should be in possession of them previous to the

assembling of the Provincial Parliament, I have never.
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under the apprehension that the public service might be

exposed to serious inconvenience by further delay.
" I have received from His Majesty's government,

official information of the passage of a bill in the

Imperial Parliament relating to the Post Office De-

partment in His Majesty's dominions in North Ame-
rica

;
and I received at the same time the draft of a

bill in relation to that department to be submitted to

your consideration, which shall be done at an early period
of the present session.

" Previous to the opening of the navigation of the

River Saint Lawrence, in the spring of last year, I

deemed it expedient to re-establish the Quarantine
Station at Grosse Isle. I will at an early period of

the session, bring under your notice the measures
which were adopted on that occasion : They will be

found similar to those adopted and acted upon during
the two preceding sessions, and subsequently sanction-

ed by the two branches of the Legislature in the last

session, and the session before the. last.
" The failure of the supply bill in the session before

the last; the separation of the Legislature after the

last session, without having passed any bill of supply ;

and the inadequacy of the funds permanently appro-

priated, and placed by law at the disposal of the

Crown for defraying the expenses of the civil govern-

ment, and the administration of justice, to effect

more than the payment of a limited proportion of

those expenses, could not fail to create the most
serious embarrassments in carrying on the ordinary
and indispensable operations of government. Under
these circumstances it was deemed expedient by His

Majesty's government to direct the issue from the

military chest of a sum equal to thirty-one thousand

pounds, sterling, for the purpose of mitigating those

embarrassments, by the payment in part of the sala-

ries and contingent allowances of the judges and
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other public officers -t>f the Crown, who, Jin conse-

quence of the non-payment of their salaries and con-

tingent allowances, had been long suffering extreme

distress and serious inconvenience
;
and His Majesty's

government feel convinced that out of the supplies
which they trust will be 'voted by the Legislature of

Lower Canada, the advance from the military chest will

be cheerfully repaid.
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" I recommend to your early consideration the

expediency of making provision for the repayment
of the advance made in pursuance of the instructions

of His Majesty's government, from the military chest,

equal to the sum of thirty-one thousand pounds ster-

ling, which advance has been applied to services

which are absolutely necessary in carrying on the

ordinary administration of justice and other indispensa-
ble operations of government.

" The accounts of the expenditure of the year end-

ing 10th October last, and an estimate of the expenses
for the current year, will be laid before you at an early

period of the session.
" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
" Gentlemen ofthe House of Assembly,

" 1 have now only to recommend to you to proceed
with diligence in the discharge of your important
duties asjlegislators,

and to express my earnest desire

that the present Parliament, which is now assembled for

the first time, may hereafter be distinguished for the

benefits conferred by it on the Province."

Before proceeding to business, His Excellency's

speech in proroguing the previous session was taken

into consideration, and the following resolutions were

passed on the subject :

"
Resolved, That any censure of the proceedings

of this House on the part of another branch of the

Legislature, or of the Executive government, is in

violation of the statute in virtue of which this House
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is constituted, an infringemejjt of its privileges
which they cannot dispense with protesting against, and
a dangerous attack upon the rights and liberties of His

Majesty's subjects in this Province.
"
Resolved, That that part of the speech of Ui>

Excellency the Governor-in -Chief addressed to this

House on the 18th of March last, at the close of the

last session, and which relates to the petitions ad-

dressed by this House to His jVIost Gracious Majesty,
and to the two Houses of Parliament of the United

Kingdom, on the state of the Province, complaining
of grievances and abuses which exist in this Pro-

vince, and indicating the means of remedying the

same, is a censure on the part of the head of the

Executive of this Province, of the proceedings of

this House, which had acted as an equal branch of

the Legislature, for divers good causes and conside-

rations to itself known, for the benefit of His Majes-

ty's subjects in this Province and of his government
therein .

"
Resolved, that the said .speech be expunged from

the Journal of this House.
In the Address in answer to the Governor's speech it

was observed :

" We regret -in common with Your Excellency,
the failure of the supply bill which passed this

House in the session before the last. Last year
the proceedings of this House were founded on the

ancient practice of Parliament, and on the spirit of

the Constitution itself, and on other considerations

known to this House, for the benefit of His Majesty's

subjects in this Province and of his government
therein. We would regret that His Majesty's

government should have resorted for defraying the

expenses of the Civil Government and administra-

tion of justice to the application of any funds levied

in this Province, which are of right and ought effect-

ually to be under the control of this House. W t
.
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would ako regret that any other funds should have

been applied to the same purpose without the votes

this House, thus destroying the wholesome and con-

stitutional influence which the people oiight to have

through their representatives over every branch of

the Executive government. We however defer any
further comment, in the hope that the communica-
tions which Your Excellency was pleased to announce,
will render full justice to this House. Our determi-

nation on matters so essentially connected with the

interests of our constituents and the peculiar pri-

vileges of this House., shall not fail to be guided by
what we may conceive to be the constitutional rights
of this branch of the Legislature, and for the welfare

of the Province. We shall also receive with the same
views the estimate of the expenses for the current

year, which Your Excellency is' pleased to say will

be laid before us at an early period of the session.
" We beg leave to assure Your Excellency that this

House is ever disposed to apply itself with the utmost

diligence to the discharge of its duties as representatives
of the people, to whom we are to return to partake in

their lot.

" It is in that solemn capacity, and after a recent

election, that we think it our duty respectfully to

declare to Your Excellency, that the great body of

the people of this Province without distinction, con-

sider the extension of the elective principle, and its

introduction into the constitution of the Legislative
Council in particular, the fu!l and unimpeded en-

joyment by the Legislature of this Province and by
this House of their legislative and constitutional

rights, and the reparation of all grievances and abuses,
as essential to the wants, condition and happiness of
His Majesty's faithful Canadian subjects, and neces-

sary to strengthen their confidence in His Majesty's

government. We also most respectfully pray Your

Excellency to be pleased to convey to His Most
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Gracious Majesty this our humble but firm opinion,
so that His Majesty and his parliament may remove
the causes which have impeded the prosperity of the

Province, and secure for the future the welfare and

content of its inhabitants under the government of His

Majesty.
With this address, the Assembly waited upon His

Excellency, who drily answered :

" Mr. Speaker, and
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" It has been my custom, as well as that of, I be-

lieve, all my predecessors in office, to transmit to the

Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, a

copy of the Address of the House of Assembly in

answer to the Speech of the Governor, or person ad-

ministering the government, at the opening of each ses-

sion, and this shall be done in like manner in the pre-
sent instance."

Before the presentation of the above had taken

place, an address to the King had been agreed upon
in committee of the whole House on the state of the

province, and was concurred in by the house. It was
as follows :

" To THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTV.
"
May it please Your Majesty,
"
We, Your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects,

the Commons of the Province of Lower Canada, in

Provincial Parliament assembled, most respectfully ap-

proach Your Majesty to expose :

" That during the last session of the Imperial Par-

liament, the Commons of the Province of Lower

Canada, in the name of the people whom they repre-
'

sent, approached Your Majesty by petition, dated

from Quebec, on the first day of March, one thousand

eight hundred and thirty-four, setting forth the griev-
ances which the people of the said Province suffered,

arising out of the vicious principles upon which their
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political institutions are based, aggravated by a series

of arbitrary administrations lo which the Province has

been subjected .

" That the enquiry which was instituted before a

select committee appointed by the Honorable the

House of Commons upon Canada affairs, on the 15th

of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four,
induced the people of Lower Canada to hope, that

not only would the prayer of their petition be listened

to, but that the grievances therein set forth, which

jour petitioners have reason to believe were fully sup-

ported, would be immediately redressed.
" That this hope, which your petitioners cannot

deem unreasonable, was still further strengthened by
the retirement of Your Majesty's late Secretary of

State for the Colonies, the Right Honorable E. G.

Stanley, and the subsequent appointment of the

Right Honorable T. Spring Rice, the more espe-

cially after the repeated declarations of the Right
Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
that Your Majesty's government was actuated by the

strongest desire to render justice to the people of

this Province, by removing the various abuses under
which they suffer, and affording to them security against
the recurrence thereof.

<( That your petitioners, however, regret to state

that not only does the said petition of the Commons
of Lower Canada to Your Majesty, seems to have been

totally neglected, but that new abuses have been in-

flicted upon the people of this Province, which, if

not speedily removed, will tend to increase, to an

alarming degree, the discontents which have so long
prevailed, and will ultimately alienate the affections

of the people even from the government of England
itself.

"That among the additional grievances of which
the people of this Province have to complain, your
petitioners would invite the attention of Your Majesty
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to the fact, that His Excellency Matthew Lord Ayl-
mer, is still continued in the government of this

Province, after having been formally accused, in" the

aforesaid petition, of "
illegal, unjust and unconstitu-

tional conduct,' and after having borne himself to-

wards the representatives of the people of Lower

Canada, in a manner insulting to a body intrusted

with legislative functions, and destructive of the

respect which should be due to Your Majesty's repre-
sentative.

" That the acts of the Governor in Chief, of which
the people of this Province have still to complain,

were, for the most part, enumerated in the aforesaid

petition to Your Majesty ;
that since that time, the

vindictive and bitter feelings, together with the arbi-

trary and unbecoming conduct which His Excellency
has displayed towards the people of this Province, have
created an universal feeling of discontent towards His

Excellency's administration.
" That among the just subjects of complaint against

the present administration of this Province, the sys-
tem which is exhibited in the distribution of offices,

necessarily holds a conspicuous place ;
that the chief

recommendation to office continues to be a display of

marked and bitter animosity towards the majority of

the people of this Province
;
that it is seldom men of

French Canadian origin find their way into office

under any circumstances
;

but when they are ap-

pointed, it is not until they have alienated themselves

from the sympathies of the people, and allied them-

selves with the factious minority opposed to the

wishes and interests of the country; and that even,

the sacred character of justice has been recently pol-

luted in its source, by the appointing to the high
office of Judge of the King's Bench for the district

of Montreal, a man who was a violent and decided

partisan of the administration of the Earl of Dalhousie,
and the declared enemy of the laws which he is
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sworn to administer
;
and also by the appointment of

a great number of commissioners for the trial of small

causes, in different parts of the country, intentionally
selected on the eve of a general election, from among
the notorious partisans of the present administration.

' That another cause of complaint which has arisen

since the aforesaid petition of the Commons of Lower
Canada to Your Majesty, is the culpable indifference

betrayed by the Governor in Chief on the subject of

the frightful ravages committed by the Asiatic cho-

lera, during the last summer
;
that a few days 'after

the existence of the dreadful scourge in the city of

Montreal was ascertained, the Corporation of the said

city, in accordance with its strict line of duty, passed
a series of resolutions, authorizing an application to

the Governor in Chief, for an extension of the quar-
antine regulations to the port of Montreal, and for

an aid for the purpose of forwarding the destitute

emigrants to their destination
;
that the answer of the

Governor was more than a bare refusal, it was
marked with coolness and insult

;
that your petitioners

are firmly of opinion, that the virulence which the

disease subsequently assumed in the said city of

Montreal, would have been considerably mitigated,
had the head of the administration complied with

the prayer of the Corporation ;
and that the people

of the country generally, and more especially the

surviving relatives of the one thousand three hundred
victims who died in Montreal, and of the thousands

in the Province who h^ve fallen victims to the dis-

ease, look upon the conduct of His Excellency as one

of the principal causes of their suffering and bereave-

ment.
" That since the aforesaid petition of the Commons

of Lower Canada. Your Majesty's government in op-

position to the prayer of the said petition, as well as

to the numerous representations on that subject sub-

mitted to Your Majesty by the House of Assembly,
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and by several of its authorized agents, lias sanctioned

the sale of lands belonging to this Province, to several

individuals using the title of the " British North

American Land Company ;'
and your petitioners also

have reason for believing that Your Majesty's gov-
ernment have, likewise, sold to the individuals afore-

said, extensive tracts of land belonging to this Pro-

vince, and thereby have taxed this colony, eontrary
to the most important and indisputable of the birth-

rights of British subjects, which were more particu-

larly acknowledged, and confirmed to colonies with

local legislatures, by the faith and honor of the

British Parliament, pledged by the declaratory act of

one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, the

violation of which principle recognized in said act,

led to the rightful and successful resistance of the

former British colonies, and dismemberment of the

British empire. That your petitioners, viewing with

alarm such an encroachment upon their political pri-

vileges, would feign believe that it has been made
without considering their constitutional rights, and
the provisions of said declaratory act

;
that your pe-

titioners, nevertheless, solemnly protest against this

violation of the most sacred rights of the people of

Lower Canada, and pray Your Majesty to recommend
to your parliament the immediate repeal of the act

passed in favor of the said land company; that your

petitioners have reason to believe that the said tax is

now being paid into the colonial chest of this pro-

vince, for the disposal of the Executive, without the

sanction, and in defiance of the expressed will of the

Commons of Lower Canada
;

that your petitioners

anticipate with fear, as a consequence thereof, a

frightful increase of corruption in this Province
;
that

in addition to the fears generated by this unconstitu-

tional taxation, and the equally unconstitutional ap-

plication of the s;iid tax, your petitioners foresee,

arising out of the peculiar powers conferred on the
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Company in question, the destruction of the political

independence of the people who may unfortunately
become subject to its control, and who will be rendered

basely subseavient to the said company.
" That the continued dilapidations of the revenues

of the Province, in direct violation of the constitution,
are another source of alarm to Your Majesty's Cana-

dian subjects ;
that after the abandonment of the late

Colonial Secretary's project to seize upon the said

revenues by suspending an act which did no more
than confirm to the Commons of Lower Canada a

right previously recognized, without conferring any
new privileges, Your Majesty's Canadian subjects did

not expect to be so so soon called upon to resist similar

unconstitutional encroachments and dilapidations ;

yet very recently the indisputable privileges of the

Assembly have been again violated by the payment
of the public servants, without the sanction or cogni-
zance of the only body authoribed to give such

sanction.
" That the people of the old colonies, now the

United States of North Americo, however much they
were agitated by attempts at unconssitutional taxa-

tion, had much less to complain of on the score of

executive usurpation, than the people of this Pro-

vince
;
the Assembly having repeatedly declared its

fixed determination not to sanction that which it

must ever consider a tyrannical violation of its rights,
and which the people of this Province regard as a

virtual dissolution of the constitution, uud for the

consequences of which your petitioners cannot an-

swer.
" That under these circumstances, your petitioners

claim for Your Majesty's Canadian subjects, Your

Majesty's protection against these and similar acts of

pillage, that Your Majesty may and ought at once to

ascertain, in order to briqg to just punishment, those

who authorized so criminal an assumption of power.
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" The inasmuch as no session of the Provincial

Parliament has intervened since the date of the afore-

said petition of the Commons of this Province to

Your Majesty, your petitioners abstain from alluding,
at any length, to tKe insuperable differences and the

ever widening breach between the House of Assem-

bly and the Legislative Council of this Province,
differences springing out of the very constitution of

the latter body : nevertheless, your petitioners cannot

avoid reminding Your Majesty, that the aforesaid

petition contained a prayer that the Legislative Coun-

cil, as at present constituted, be abolished, and that

the people of this Province be empowered to elect

the second branch of the legislature in future, as the

only means of producing that harmony, without which
internal peace and good government cannot exist.

" That as an evidence that the people at large fully

participate in the opinions of the majority of the

House of Assembly, your petitioners take leave to

refer Your Majesty to the result of the recent elec-

tions in the said Province of Lower Canada, which

avowedly turned upon the approval or the disap-

proval of the elective principle, and which result is al-

most unanimously in favor of the said principle."*
Similar addresses to the two Houses of the Im-

perial Parliament were drawn up and forwarded to

Mr. Roebuck for presentation. The Governor was

requested by address from the Assembly to forward that

to His Majesty, with which he readily complied.
The Governor sent down, on the 3rd of March, the

following message :

" The Governor in Chief in the speech with which

he opened the present session, recommended to the

early consideration of the House of Assembly the

expediency of making provision for the repayment
of a sum equal to thirty-one thousand pounds ster-

ling, which, in obedience to the instructions of His

* See at the end of the Chapter an interesting analysis of

this subject, by Jacques Viger, Esq., of Montreal.
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Majesty's government, had been issued from the

military chest, and applied to services which are

absolutely necessary in carrying on the ordinary
administration of justice, and other indispensable

operations of government ;
and he now transmits a

detailed account of the disbursements of the advance

so made from the military chest. It will be observed,
that the advance has been applied to the liquidation
of the balance remaining unpaid on account of the

estimate for the year ending the 10th October, 1833,
of the expenses of the civil government and the ad-

ministration of justice; part only of which expenses
had been defrayed out of the funds permanently ap-

propriated, and placed "by law at the disposal of the

Crown, for the administration of justice and the sup-

port of the civil government ;
and the Governor in

Chief takes this opportunity of renewing to the House
the expression of the reliance of His Majesty's gov-
ernment on their liberality in providing for the

repayment of the advance in question.''
The Assembly being in want of funds to defray

the contingent expenses of the House, current and in

arrears, addressed His Excellency, as at the previous
session, for an advance of eighteen thousand pounds,

currency, assuring him that they would make good
the amount, if the fund by law appropriated towards

defraying the expenses of the legislature should prove

inadequate. To this he answered to he messengers

bearing the address, that it appeared to him that a

full and unqualified compliance with the prayer of

their address involved questions of great importance,
in a constitutional point of view, and imposed a

weighty responsibility, under existing circumstances,

upon the individuals at the head of the Executive gov-

ernment,
"

it becomes my duty, therefore, to take
' the subject of this address into my most serious
"
consideration, and deliberately to examine it in all

li
its bearings. This I will do, and the result will be

" communicated to the Assembly by message."
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The answer was referred to a committee of the

whole House, by. which a series of resolutions was

adopted on the subject. The concluding resolution

persisted
" in demanding the impeachment of His

Excellency the Governor in Chief,'' as insisted upon
by the Assembly in its addresses to His Majesty and
the two Houses of Parliament dated 1st March 1834,
and in its resolutions (the 92) of 2 1st February of

the same year.

"Resolved, That on the 18th January, 1834,
His Excellency, the present Governor in Chief,
refused to issue his warrant to the Receiver General

authorizing the advance in pursuance of an address

of this HOT~C of a sum of 7000 currency, for the

purpose of meeting the contingent expenses thereof.
"

Resolved, That upon the said refusal, this

House did, on the 21st February next following,
resolve among other things,

" That this House pos-
"
sesses of right and has exercised within this Pro-

'

vince, when occasion has required it, all the pow-
;t

ers, privileges and immunities claimed and pos-
" sessed by the Commons House of Parliament in
'' the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-

land :"" That from the year 1792 to the pre-
"

sent, advances have constantly been made to meet
" the expenses aforesaid, on addresses similar to
" that presented this year by this House to the
" Governor in Chief, according to the practice adop-
"
ted by the House of Commons

;
that an address

'' of this kind is the most solemn vote of credit
' which this House can pass, and that almost the
" whole amount of a sum exceeding 277,000 has
'' been advanced on such votes by the predecessors
' of His Excellency the Governor in Chief, and by him-
"

self, without any risk having been incurred by any
" Governor on account of any such advances, though
" several of them have had differences, attended by
" violence and injustice on their part, with the
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'

House of Assembly,''
" That this refusal of the

' Governor in Chief essentially impedes the des-
'

patch of business for which the Parliament was
' called together, is derogatory to the rights and
' honor of this House, and forms another grievance
' for which the present Administration of this Pro-

"vince is reasonable;" which said assertion this

House now repeats.
"
Resolved, That although the Governor in Chief

in his message of the 18th January, 1834-, commu-

nicating his said refusal, declared that this course

was, as he was firmly persuaded, in perfect accord-

ance with the spirit of the constitution, and was
moreover one from which under existing circum-

stances no consideration of expediency could justify
him in departing, yet this House seeing His Excel-

lency still retain the government of the Province,

and call together the Parliament thereof for the

despatch of business, was led to believe that he did

so seriously and in good laith, and that he was pre-

pared to advance to this House the sums necessary
to enable it to pay the numerous debts it had incur-

red for the despatch of business, and to meet its

daily expenses for the same purpose.
"
Resolved, That as the great inquest of this

Province, it is the duty of this House to enquire

concerning all grievances, and all circumstances

which may endanger the general welfare of the in-

habitants of this Province, to the end that such

representations may be made, or such legislative
measures introduced as may lead to the redress of

such grievances, remove the danger, or allay such

alarm, and may assure to His Majesty's subjects in

this Province that protection and safety which they
have a right to expect from the labors and delibera-

tions of this essential branch of the constitution in

which alone their rights, their interests, their wishes

and their wants are represented.
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"
Resolved, That in the discharge of these im-

portant duties during the two last sessions of the

Provincial Parliament, and during the present, this

House has incurred debts to the amount of more than

15,000 currency, in procuring the attendance of

witnesses and the production of documents, for the

services of its ministerial officers, clerks and messen-

gers, and for printing, and other indispensable and

daily expenses, forming the contingent expenses of

this House, that the sittings of this House cannot be

continued for a single day without its contracting
new debts for the same purposes ;

and that this cir-

cumstance, aggravated by the impediment occasioned

by the debts it has already contracted, renders it

impossible for this House to meet its future contingent

expenses, and proceed to the despatch of business,

so long as the Executive shall continue. to refuse it

means of so doin^.
"
Resolved, That far from having a right to im-

pede the exercise of the rights and privileges of this

House, and to impede its proceedings, the Governor

in Chief is deputed by his Sovereign, is invested with

great powers, and receives a large salary, as much
for defending the rights of the subject, and facilitat-

ing the exercise of the privileges of this House, and

of all constituted bodies, as for maintaining the pre-

rogatives of the Crown
;
and that to pretend to control

or restrict this House with regard to its contingent

expenses, which are the unavoidable result of its

being called to meet in Parliament, is to subject it to

the power of the Executive, and to confine its pro-

ceedings to such parts of the public business as it

may please the latter, under the pretext that such

and such proceedings on the part of this House would
occasion too great an expense .

"
Resolved, That this Home having by its address

dated on the 2nd of the present month, prayed that

His Excellency the Governor in Chief would advance
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the sums necessary to enable it to pay the arrears

due by it, and to defray its contingent expenses

during the present session, His Excellency, on the

5th of the present month, returned the following
answer to the messengers appointed by the House :

"
Gentlemen, I desire that you will inform the

" House of Assembly that it appears to me that a
"

full and unqualified compliance with the prayer of
i( their address for the issue of 18,000 on account
" of their contingent expenses, involves questions of
"
great importance in a constitutional point of view,

" and imposes a weighty responsibility, under exist-
"
ing circumstances, upon the individual at the head

" of the Executive government of the Province.
" It becomes my duty therefore to take the subject

" of this address into my most serious consideration,
" and deliberately to examine it in all its bearings ;

" this I will do, and the result shall be communicated
4( to the Assembly by message."

"
Resolved, That when His Excellency called to-

gether the Provincial Parliament for the despatch of

business, he must necessarily have expected that

such an advance would be asked for during the first

days of the session, and have been prepared to give
a definitive answer on the subject; and that this cir-

cumstance combined with the declaration made by
him on 18th January, 1834, that he was firmly

persuaded that his refusal was in perfect accordance

with the spirit of the constitution, and that no con-

sideration of expediency could justify him in depart-

ing from it, leads necessarily to the conclusion that

the evasive answer given by His Excellency^on the

5th of the present month, is to be considered as a

repetition of his refusal, and as being derogatory to

the honor and the constitutional rights of this House
;

and that His Excellency has since that time, under
vain pretext, and for purposes to himself known,
delayed giving any further explanation with regard
to the prayer of the said address.
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"
Resolved, That this conduct on the part of the-

head of the Executive renders it impossible for this

House to proceed with its legislative and constitu-

tional business
; compels it to suspend a number of

measures of the highest importance brought forward
for the welfare and benefit of the country : prevents
the introduction of new ones

;
and places this House

with respect to its officers, servants and tradesmen,
and others to whom it is indebted, in a position de-

rogatory to its dignity and honor.
"
Resolved, That this House expecting no co-

operation of the other branches of the Legislature in

the labor of a session calculated to promote the

welfare of the country, cannot dispense with protest-

ing, previously to the suspension of such labors

which it has become impossible for it longer to con-

tinue, against an act of the Executive government,

by which the letter of the constitution is eluded and
its spirit violated; and that in the meanwhile and
until the people of the Province can be effectively

protected by the labors of the Legislature thereof,

this House persists in demanding the impeachment
of His Excellency the Governor in Chief of this Pro-

vince, and perseveres in the allegations and in the

prayer of its addresses and petitions to His Majesty
and to the two Houses of Parliament of the United

Kingdom, dated the first March, 1834, and in its

resolutions of the 21st February of the same year,
on which the said addresses and petitions were

founded.

The same day (oth March) on which the Gov-

ernor sent the above answer to the application
of the Assembly for funds, he also sent them a mes-

sage stating, in reference to that part of his speech,
at the opening of the session, wherein the House, of

Assembly is informed that previous to the meeting
of Parliament he had received communications from

His Majesty's government upon the subjects of vital in-
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terest to the welfare of the province, he now trans-

mitted the documents alluded to for the information

of the Assembly. Of these, the only one of interest

is the following from Mr. Spring Rice, Secretary
for the Colonies :

Downing Street,

29th of June, 1834-.

-My Lord,
' ' When called upon to undertake the duties of the

Office to which His Majesty has been graciously

pleased to appoint me, Your Lordship will readily
believe that the affairs of Lower Canada were among
the very first subjects to which my attention was

necessarily directed. The importance of that most

interesting Colony, the earnest anxiety which His

Majesty feels, and which both Houses of Parliament

have evinced for the happiness and well-being of all

classes of His Majesty's Canadian subjects, and my
earnest desire to take such steps in the discharge
of my responsible duties as are best calculated to

advance the real and substantial interest of all His

Majesty's colonial possessions, would have been suf-

ficient, under ordinary circumstances, to have in-

duced me to examine the condition of the Province

of Lower Canada most carefully. But I regret to

think that the transactions which have taken place
in Lower Canada within the last years, have to these

motives added others of a strong but of less satis-

factory nature
;
and force it to be not only necessary,

but most urgent, to form a decision, and to commu-
nicate that decision to Your Lordship." You are doubtless apprized of the fact that, on
the 15th April, a Select Committee of the House of

Commons was appointed
" to enquire and report

" how far the grievances complained of on the part
" of certain inhabitants of Lower Canda, have been
"
redressed, and how far the recommendations of the

"Committee which sat thereon in 1828, have been
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"
complied with cm the part of His Majesty's govern-

" ment
;
and to enquire into the matter of certain

"other grievances not then brought under the con-
11

sideration of the House." This Committee was

composed of all the members of the former Canada
Committee of 1828, who continue to have seats in

the House of Commons
; together with such ad-

ditional names as seemed best calculated to ensure

the fairest and the most attentive consideration of

the whole subject, and to pronounce a decision that

could not but be felt as authoritative and impartial.
" In the mean while my predecessor had given

notice of his . intention to move for leave to bring in

a bill
"
to suspend the operation of the 1st and 2nd

" Wm. IV. cap. 23, in so far as relates to the charges
' of the Civil Government in Lower Canada."
" The Selept Committee has met, and has continued

its enquiries with the greatest zeal and industry.
The most important questions to be examined by
them have been on what principle have the Govern-
ment acted in .the affairs of Lower Canada and,
have the Government earnestly and sincerely endea-

voured to carry into effect the recommendations of

the Canada Committee.
" Such being the questions to be examined, it was

truly stated by Mr. Stanley, that the Government, of

which he formed part, and the two preceding Se-

cretaries of State were put on their trial, and were

called upon to defend themselves against serious

accusations before a tribunal of the most unquestion-
able

intelligence, impartiality and independence.
" In order to give the Committee a full opportunity

of forming the best estimate of the intentions and
of the acts of the Government, my predecessor felt

it his duty to lay before them, without the least

reserve, all the despatches and letters addressed to

or written by this department, and which bear on

the points under discussion. Not only have no
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objections beeii made to the production of any papers
moved for, but very many documents, not generally
considered as public and official, have been commu-
nicated to the Committee, and the strictest examin-

ation and scrutiny into their Contents have been

frankly invited. In like manner every facility has

been offered for the examination of any witness from

whose testimony valuable information could be antici-

pated, and the enquiry has been prosecuted with the

utmost candor and good faith.

"Although the Committee have not yet closed their

labors, yet as it is of extreme importance that Your

Lordship should have the earliest intimation of the

course of proceedings here, and of the intentions of

His Majesty's government, in reference to Lower

Canada, I feel myself not only justified, but bound to

state what I have every reason to believe may be the

judgment of the Committee.
'' From the discussions which have already taken

place, I feel confident that an opinion will be express-
ed that there has existed on the part of this Office

the most earnest desire to carry into execution the

suggestions of the former Committee
;

that the

endeavours of the government to that end, have
been unremitting, and guided by a desire in all

cases to promote the interests of the Colony ;
and

that in many most important particulars, the recom-

mendations of the Canada Committee have been carried

fully into effect.
" The Committee will probably add some expres-

sions of regret, that these measures have not been as

yet successful
;
but that heats and animosities between

the two branches of the Legislature, and between the

House of Assembly and the Government, arising, as

may be hoped, from misconceptions, have led to the

present state of things.
" I cannot but think that a judgment so conclusively

given in favor of the conduct and policy of the
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Government, acquiesced in, as I believe it is likely
to be, by the advocates of the more peculiar views

taken by the majority of the House of Assembly, must

produce a most favorable impression on the public mind
in Canada.

" Under these circumstances, I have felt it my duty
to consult my colleagues in respect to the Suspension
Bill of which notice was given, but which bill has

not as yet been introduced into the House. To a

^measure of that description it is perfectly true that

the Imperial Legislature may yet, however reluct-

antly, be driven
;

but as it involves a departure,

though not from the agreement intended to be made,

yet from the agreement concluded by the strict con-

struction of the 1st and 2d Win. IV., I am most

unwilling that such a step should be taken till all

the means of amicable arrangement have been ex-

hausted. In this opinion the confidential advisers of

His Majesty concur, and it therefore becomes my
duty to inform Your Lordship, that it is not my inten-

tion, during the present session, to proceed with the bill

of which notice has been given.
" I do not by this statement mean to preclude myself

from the power of considering hereafter, either that

bill or some measure of the same character, should

events render such a course inevitable. But I sin-

cerely trust that such a contingency may not arise,

as I cannot abandon the hopes that this question may
yet be satisfactorily arranged, and that the necessity
for any such measure may be averted.

"
Accepting the Seals of the Colonial Department

as I have done in the midst of the discussion of this

and other most difficult questions, and at a period
when the introduction of the projected Suspension
Bill has not as yet been sanctioned by the House of

Commons, and this too at a time when the session

is approaching to its termination, I must confess that

I felt a repugnance to taking a step in justification

of which I could scarcely plead the authority and
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responsibility of my predecessor, and respecting
which I had not the opportunity or means of forming
a deliberate judgment of my own. I am also most

unwilling to assume that the new House of Assembly,
which is about to be assembled after the next elec-

tions, will be indisposed to listen to the just claims

of a government which has, and can have no object
more at heart than the promotion of the best interests

of Lower Canada and the protection of the loyal in-

habitants of that Province of all clasaes, in the peaceful

enjoyment of their political and personal rights.
" To these objects I shall earnestly and most serious-

ly apply myself with every disposition to advise and

to sanction all such measures as may promote the pro-

gress and improvement of industry, of commercial wealth

and of civil concord among His Majesty's faithful

Canadian people.
" I am aware that this determination will render it

necessary to provide for the sums due to persons

administering civil functions in -the Province. In
the mean while I can with truth assure Your Lord-

ship that the pressure to which individuals may be

subject is one. of the considerations which renders

the course I have taken one extremely distressing
and painful to myself, and one which I should feel

reluctant at adopting, were it not for the paramount
interests which are at stake, and the important princi-

ples which might be involved in any different deter-

mination.
"
Considering it to be essential to the success of the

effort which I am about to make, that '

all topics
which may increase asperity or produce further

estrangement may be avoided, I call Your Lordship's
attention to the principle on which the Select Com-
mittee is disposed to act

; namely, to exculpate fully
the Government, which the evidence before them

justifies them in doing ; but, at the same time, to

avoid the crimination of other parties. As far as is
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practicable, I should be disposed to look forward for

the purposes of reconciliation and peace, rather than

look back on events which are past, except where
such retrospect is actually indispensable for our

guidance and our instruction. It is beyond all mea-
sure important that individuals who may heretofore

have made strong declarations on the subjects in

dispute, should not be chained up to their expressed

opinions; but that all parties should be allowed and

encouraged to resume these discussions in that temper
of calmness and moderation which may lead to a

just and a satisfactory result. Confiding in Your

Lordship's discretion in acting on the spirit of this

communication,
I have the honor to be.

My Lord,
Your Lordship's

Most obedient humble servant,

(Signed,) T. SPUING RICE.

The Governor, on the 9th of March, sent down a

message, witli a statement of the salaries remaining

unpaid of the several items of expenditure of the

civil government for the year 1834, expressing his

reliance on the liberality of the Assembly for the

necessary supplies for those services. He transmitted,
at the same time, the accounts of the revenue and

expenditure of the preceding year. He sent down,
on the following day, the estimates for the current

year, made up, he observed, on the same principle
as the two "last years, adding that he confidently re-

lied upon the liberality of the House of Assembly to

provide the necessary supplies. The sum called for

was .57,618 sterling. The gross revenue of the

year was 167,189, leaving, after deducting the ex-

penses of collection, and 41,318 the proportion due

Upper Canada, the net amount of 112,623 to Lower

Canada, a sum short by upwards of 52,000 of that
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of the previous year. These communications were

totally disregarded by the Assembly, being neither re-

ferred nor taken up in any way.
His Excellency sent down at the same time, though

somewhat late, having, as previously stated, been

censured by vote of the Assembly on the subject, his
*

promised answer to their application to him for 18,000,
to cover their contingent expenses.

'' With reference to the address of the House of

Assembly, presented to the Governor in Chief on

the 5th instant, praying for the issue of his warrant

for eighteen thousand pounds currency, to pay off

the arrears due, and towards defraying the contingent

expenses of the House for the present session, and

to his answer, the Governor in Chief now communi-
cates to the Assembly the result of his serious consider-

ation, and deliberate examination of the subject of their

address.
" The Governor in Chief desires in the first place to

call the attention of the Assembly to the answer

returned by him on the 18th of January 1834, to a

similar address of the late House of Assembly,
wherein the Assembly is informed that for the reasons

stated in that answer, he declines incurring any
further responsibility by an advance on account of

their contingent expenses, until relieved by legis-

lative enactment from the responsibility already in-

curred by him on account of advances amounting
to nearly eight thousand pounds, made from the

public funds of the province for defraying the contin-

gent expenses of the House.
'

It does not appear that any measure was adopted

by the House to relieve the Governor in Chief from

the responsibility above mentioned, although the

Provincial Parliament remained in session during a

period of two months after the communication of his

answer.
" Neither does it appear that any step has been
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taken by the present House of Assembly towards

relieving the Governor in Chief from that responsi-

bility.

"It is under these circumstances that the Assembly
now comes forward with an application for a further

advance to the extent of eighteen thousand pounds,

which, if complied with to its full amount, would
render the Governor in Chief responsible altogether for

the sum ofnearly twenty-six thousand pounds.
"
Although fully sensible of the consequences to

himself individully, which a compliance with the

application of the Assembly exposes him under the

peculiar circumstances of this case, the Governor in

Chief can truly assert, that in deliberately examining
the subject of the address of the Assembly in all its

bearings, his attention has been chiefly directed to

the consequences to the rights and interests of the

people of this Province, which may result from his

decision.
" In a statement of the contingent accounts of the

House of Assembly for the year ending on the 31st

December last, certain items of charge are introduced,
which the Governor in Chief apprehends cannot,

strictly speaking, be classed under the head of con-

tingencies, as being for the payment of salaries and

allowances of individuals appointed to office upon
the single authority of the Assembly. The items of

charge here alluded to are those for the allowances

of the Honorable IT. B. Viger, as agent of the House
of Assembly, in England ;

and for the payment of the

salary of the librarian appointed to that office by the

House of Assembly.
" The Governor in Chief takes for granted that the

above mentioned charges are included in the sum of

eighteen thousand pounds now applied for by the

Assembly.
" With regard to the first mentioned charge, namely,

that which relates to the Honorable Mr. Viger the
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Assembly is possibly not aware, that in the session

of 1833, the Legislative Council in at petition to the

King, asserted that " Mr. Viger had committed a

"gross breach of the constitutional rights of the Le-
"
gislative Council, by receiving a large annual salary

" from the Assembly, knowing the same to be with-
" out the sanction of the law, paid to him out of
11 the public money advanced upon the single vote
" of that House for defraying its ordinary contingent
"
expenses."
"
Moreover, upon the Journals of the House of

Assembly of the session of 1834, a letter is recorded

from Mr. Hay, (Under Secretary of State for the

Colonial Department,) dated 15th May, 1833, ad-

dressed to Mr. Viger, in which that gentleman is

informed, that " His Majesty's Secretary of State for
" the Colonial Department would deem the admis-
" sion of a permanent agent by one branch of the
"
Legislature of a colony, as an innovation upon

"
ordinary practice, inconvenient in its operation, and

"
dangerous as a precedent."
'* And in a subsequent letter, Mr. Viger is again

informed, that Mr. Hay
" has been desired to repeat

'' that the Secretary of State cannot consent to receive
'

him, (Mr. Viger,) in an official capacity."
"It is manifest, therefore, that the Governor in

Chief by issuing his warrant for the payment of any
sum in which the allowances of Mr. Viger as agent
of the Assembly in England, should be included,
would not only constitute himself a party to an act

which the Legislative Council declares .to be <( a gross
" violation of their constitutional rights ;" but would

also in so doing give the sanction of the King's

authority in the Province, to an appointment dis-

tinctly repudiated by His Majesty's government at

home.
" The other appointment above adverted to, that

of librarian to the House of Assembly, with a fixed
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salary attached to it, upon the single authority of

the Assembly, appears to the Governor in Chief to

be one which cannot be recognized by the Exe-

cutive Government, without establishing a precedent

pregnant with very serious consequences to the con-

stitutional rights of the other branches of the Legis-
lature.

"
Very sincerely regretting the embarrassment in

the prosecution of its labors which the actual state

of the question relating to the contingent expenses
of the Assembly has produced, and no less anxious

to contribute to the removal of these embarrassments

than to pfevent, if possible, a recurrence of them in

future, the Governor in Chief now recommends to

the House of Assembly to adopt some measure for

relieving him, by legislative enactment, from the

responsibility incurred by him, amounting to nearly

eight thousand pounds, as stated in his message to

the Assembly of the 18th of January 1834; and
also for the payment of the debts incurred by the

Assembly, after deducting the charges on account of

Mr. Viger's allowances, whose appointment has not

been recognized by Uis Majesty's government, and

has been solemnly protested against by the Legisla-
tive Council, and deducting also the salary of the

librarian .

" The Governor in Chief, whose views in relation

to the present application of the House of Assembly
are precisely the same as those communicated by
him on the 18th January, 1834, to the last House of

Assembly on a* similar occasion, now desires the As-

sembly to be assured that upon being relieved from
the responsibility which in the last session did attach,

and which does still continue to attach to him, on

account of his former advances for defraying their

continsent expenses, he will be prepared to take

into his immediate consideration the expediency of

authorizing a further advance to meet the cunvnt
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expenses of the Assembly, during the present session.

And with the views of avoiding further difficulties

hereafter, the Governor in Chief recommends to the

House of Assembly to take into its. consideration

the expediency of directing the proper officer to

furnish the Inspector General of Accounts previous to

the commencement of the usual annual session of

the Provincial Parliament, with a detailed statement

of the various items of the estimate for the contin-

gent expenses of the Assembly, which hitherto has

been stated merely in block.

"
According to the practice which has until now

obtained in regard to the estimates of the three

branches of the Legislature, it appears that although
the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly
exercise a strict and vigilant control over the ex-

penditure of the Executive branch of the Legislature,
and require detailed statements of every item of its

expenses, the Executive government and the House
of Assembly exercise no control over the expendi-
ture of the Legislative Council

;
neither do the

Executive government and the Legislative Council
exercise any control over the expenditure of the

House of Assembly.
" In this particular instance, therefore, the prin-

ciple of checks and balances which constitutes one

of the most admirable features of the British Consti-

tution, the model upon which the Constitution of
Lower Canada was constructed, is altogether lost

sight of.

The Assembly having, for several days successively,

adjourned for want of a quorum, and it being obvious
that no further business would be attended to, the
Governor prorogued the Legislature on the 18th of

March, sanctioning but one bill' on the occasion, the

only act passed during the session.
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" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council.
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" It appears by the customary official reports

transmitted to. me daily by the Clerk of the House
of Assembly, that for some days past the attendance

of a sufficient number of members to constitute a

quorum, has been wanting to enable the Assembly
to proceed to business; and as it may be inferred

from some recent proceedings of the Assembly that

no further business will be transacted in that branch

of the Provincial Parliament, I can no longer feel

justified, notwithstanding my great anxiety to prolong
the present session, in detaining from their homes
and usual occupations, those members of the two
Houses of the Provincial Parliament who may be

disposed to preserve in the performance of their

legislative duties.

" Gentlemen of the House af Assembly,
" I have upon this occasion only to express my

regret, that the present session should have failed in

producing those measures of relief in relation to the

financial difficulties of the Province, which are so

urgently required under existing circumstance.
" It would have afforded me much gratification,

had I been enabled to report to His Majesty's govern-
ment that the responsibility so generously incurred,
with the view of relieving in some measure the urgent
wants of the public service, had ceased to exist

by the re-payment from out of the public funds of

the Province, of the advance equal to Thirty-one
thousand pounds sterling, made in pursuance of the

instructions of the late Secretary of State for the

Colonial Department, from the military chest.

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" I informed you at the opening of the present

Session that I was then in possession of important
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communications, and that I expected to receive

others from His Majesty's government, upon subjects

of vital importance to the interests of the Province.

The communications which were adverted to on tha

occasion, as having been received, have been since

laid before you ;
but I have not yet received those

which I then informed you I expected to receive,

and which I have reason to believe must now be near

at hand. That the expected despatches will possess
an extraordinary degree of importance to the general
interests of the Province, and will require that com-

munications should take place in relation. to their

contents, between the head of the Executive govern-

ment, and the two Houses of the Provincial Parlia-

ment, can hardly admit of a doubt being entertained,
when it is considered that the Committee of the

House of Commons to whom were referred in the

last session of the Imperial Parliament, certain matters

relating to the affairs of this Province, including the

Petition of the House of Assembly, dated the 1st

March ISSij recommended with reference to the un-

happy differences existing between the two branches

of the Colonial Legislature, as well* as between
the House of Assembly and His Majesty's govern-

ment, that the practical measures for the future

administration of Lower Canada should be left to

the mature consideration of the Government respon-
sible for their adoption and execution.

" Under these circumstances, the premature ter-

mination of the session, which is now unavoidable,
is an event deeply to be regretted .

The commitment of Mr. Jessopp, Collector of the

Customs at Quebec, to prison, for an alleged contempt
of the Assembly, deserves notice. It was ordered,
on the second or third day after the opening of the

session, by a resolution of the House,
" that the Col-

lector of the Customs for the Port of Quebec, do lay
before this House, a return of all vessels that entered
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at said port with passengers during the year 1834,
stating the name of each vessel, and of the master,
her tonnage, the port from which she sailed, the
number of persons taken on board, and the number
landed, exclusive of the crew."

In answer to this, the Collector addressed a note

to the Clerk of the Assembly, expressing his regret
that he did not feel himself authorized to fnruish the

return called for, unless under the order of the

Governor in Chief; whereupon it was immediately
voted,

" that the refusal contained in the said letter

is a breach of the privileges of this House." Mr.

Jessopp tfas taken into custody of the Sergeant at

Arms, sued by order of the Assembly, cast into

prison, where he remained until relived by the pro-

rogation.
In the bill passed by the Assembly, appointing John

Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, Agent in England for the

Province, a salary was provided of JCGOO sterling,

with an allowance of 800 more for contingencies.
The bill was lost in the Legislative Council.

"1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com-

mittee, that in. the event of the bill passed by this

House, yesterday, appointing John Arthur Roebuck,

Esquire, Agent for this Province, not becoming a

law; the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, be

requested as Agent of this House, to represent to

His Majesty's government the interests and senti-

ments of the inhabitants of this Province, and to

both Houses of Parliament.
"

2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com-

mittee, that in case the said bill should not be-

come law, it is right that the Clerk of this House
should pay to the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire,
or to his order, out of the monies appropriated for

the contingent expenses of this House, a sum not

exceeding six hundred pounds sterling, to indemnify
him for his care and services in his said quality of
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Ageut ;
and that the said Clerk be in like manner

authorized to advance to the said John Arthur Roebuck

Esquire, a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds
sterling, to meet his disbursements and 'contingent

expenses in his said quality, of which said disbursements

and expenses an account shall be rendered to this House

every six months.

While the Assembly were working for a reform, not

to say revolution, in the constitution and government,
assisted by the entire mass of the French Canadian

population, co-operating with them, the Constitutional

Associations of Quebec and Montreal were equally
active in preparing for the crisis. Branch associa-

tions were formed in all quarters where the inhabit-

ants of British and Irish birth or origin amounted to

any considerable number. Resolutions, explanatory
of the reviews on the state of the Province and public

matters, were adopted, and ciiculars in conformity
with them drawn up and transmitted to public men
and bodies through the Province, without distinction

of party, and in the neighboring Provinces, as well as

in Britain and Ireland.*

Petitions also to the King and to the two Houses
of Parliament were agreed upon, and Mr. Neilson

was named for the bearer thereof to England, at a

general meeting of the association of Quebec, held in

that city shortly after the prorogation of the session.

Mr. Walker, a barrister at Montreal, was deputed by
the association of that city on the like mission. These

gentlemen proceeded in April, via New York, for

England.
It has previously been mentioned that it had been

made a matter of deliberation, on the approach of

the new year, by the Corporation or City Council of

Quebec, whether the mayor and members of it should,
on new-year's day, wait on the Governor to pay him

* These circulars, containing much valuable statistical iu-

formatiou, arc placed in the appendix. See Letter G-.
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their respects, and that it had been resolved in the

negative. The City Council having been partially
reformed in the month of March by the re-election

of some new council'ors, and Mr. Caron, the former

Mayor, re-elected, it was proposed, that the City
Council should now go en corps to present their re-

spects to the Governor. His Excellency very pro-

perly declined the intended visit, which, consistentedly
with his position and self respect, he could not permit
until the previous proceeding of the council were

explained. The following are the proceedings in

the City Council as noticed in the Journals of the

day.
On motion of Mr. Glackerneyer, seconded by Mr.

Plante, Mr. Caron was chosen Mayor for Quebec, for

the second time, without opposition.
Mr. Glackemeyer, seconded by Mr. J. M. Fraser,

moved, that the Town Council go en carps to the Castle

of St. Lewis, to present their respects to His Excellency
the Governor in Chief.

Mr. Glackemeyer, in support of his motion, said

that he had made a similar motion at the close of

December last; but that it had unfortunately been

rejected. He would not detail all the inconveniences

which had resulted, as the real friends of the Coun-

cil, who took an active share in its business, had not

failed - to convince themselves of it, and to remark

that, since that period, all our applications to the

constituted authorities had met with difficulties.

Every >ne, he thought, ought to wish these difficul-

ties to disappear, and to witness harmony between
the Executive and the Council. He could not see

a more fitting occasion to secure this than the pre-

sent, at the moment the Council was renewed. The
Council was new and we had a new mayor, and he anti-

cipated no objection to his motion.

Mr. Mondor did not sno. the necessity of such a

motion, and Mr. Robitaille remarked that it might
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be well to ascertain whether His Excellency would re-

ceive the Council, before resolving to go to him.

The motion was agreed to unanimously.

' TOWN COUNCIL,
Tuesday, 7th April, 1 835.

" The following answer to the address of the

Council, requesting to be informed at what time His

Excellency would be pleased to receive them, was read,

and appeared to cause no slight degree of astonishment

to several of the councillors :

" Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 4th April, 1835.

"
SIR,, Having submitted to the Governor in

Chief your letter of this date, acquainting me, for

His Excellency's information, that the Common
Council, at their sitting of last evening, had resolved

to wait upon and pay their respects to His Excel-

lency, and requesting to be informed at what time it

may be his pleasure to receive the Mayor and mem-
bers of the said Common Council, I have been di-

rected by His Excellency to testify to you in answer,
for the information of the mayor and Common
Council, that he is at all times extremely desirous of

cultivating a good understanding with the Mayor
and Common Council of Quebec, and duly appreci-
ates the compliment intended by their resolve of last

evening. Certain rumours, however, have come to

the knowledge of His Excellency, respecting which,

explanation on the part of the Mayor and Common
Council is necessary, before he can decide on the

propriety of receiving their intended visit. It has

been stated and generally believed, that upon a re-

cent occasion a question was agitated in the Com-
mon Council whether they should pn.y the Governor in

Chief the compliment of waiting upon him to pay him
their respects.
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'' That the performance of an act of courtesy and

respect towards the Representative of their Sovereign
should be made a subject of debate in the Common
Council, does indeed appear very extraordinary to

His Excellency, and still more extraordinary that a

negative decision should have been the result of that

proposition. The Governor in Chief is accordingly

disposed to believe that he must have been misin-

formed on the subject, and tlje more so because the

desire now expressed by the Common Council is al-

together at variance with the proceedings above alluded

to.
" The Governor in Chief, therefore, entertains the

most confident expectation that the Common Coun-
cil will have it in thteir power to afford such an ex-

planation of it as shall enable him, without prejudice
to the dignity of his official station, to receive their pro-

posed visit.
'' I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed,) H. CRAIG,
Civil Secretary."

A debate took place on the 9th March, in the

House of Commons, on the presentment by Mr. Roe-

buck of a petition said to be from divers members of

the Assembly and Legislative Council of Lower Cana-

da complaining of grievances, (those probably urged by
the 92 resolutions.) in the course whereof it appeared
that the Government had already determined upon
the appointment of a Commission to proceed to Cana-

da and investigate the grievances, it being also stated

at the same time, by Sir Robert Peel, (the Premier,)
that the Governor in Chief had, six weeks previously,
been notified by a despatch of the intention of the

Government. Another warm debate occurred in the

House of Commons a few days after the above, on pre-

sentment, by Mr. D. M. Stewart, of the petition of the

Constitutionalists of Montreal.
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A proclamation appeared in the Quebec Gazette

of the 16th April, convoking the Provincial Parlia-

ment, for the despatch of business, on the 30th May
following. So early a convocation, after the late

prorogation, surprised the public. The mystery,

however, was solved by an extra of the Quebec

Mercury of the 18th April, in which appeared a

despatch, probably that alluded to by Sir Kobert Peel

in his place in parliament.
DOWNING STREET,

llth February, 1835.
"
My Lord. In conformity with the pledge given

in my despatch of the 8th of January, I can assure

Your Lordship that His Majesty's government have

not ceased to direct their anxious attention to the

discovery of those means which appeared to offer

the most reasonable prospect of bringing to a happy
termination the existing differences between the

House of Assembly of Lower Canada and the Exe-

cutive government of the Province. This enquiry
has been undertaken with a deep sense of the im-

portance of the object to be attained and has been

prosecuted with the most zealous and earnest endea-

vors to arrive at a favorable result
;
but I cannot

disguise from Your Lordship that throughout the

investigation I have found myself surrounded by no

common difficulties.
" Your Lordship will recollect that in the year 1 828

a Committee of the House of Commons, was ap-

pointed for the purpose of enquiring into the state

of the civil government of Canada which, after a

laborious and protracted examination, embodied in

their report various suggestions calculated in their

opinion for the improvement of the administration

of the Province.
" This report was declared by the House of As-

sembly of Lower Canada to be " an imperishable
monument of the justice and profound wisdom of
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the Committee," and to point out the certain mode
of removing all the evils of which the people of

Canada had complained. On a future occasion I

may endeavour to show, and I hope incontrovertibly,
the manner in which the recommendations of the

Committee have been carried into full effect. At

present I will only observe that notwithstanding the

general enthusiasm with which the appearance of

the report was hailed by the House of Assembly,
a spirit of discontent from whatever cause arising,
has continued gradually to increase among the mem-
mers of that body, until in the last year it has burst

forth with a vehemence altogether unparallelled.
This spirit was remarkably exhibited in the ninety-
two resolutions passed by the House of Assembly
on the 23d of February, 1834-. These resolutions

were referred to a Committee of the House of Com-
mons on the 25th April, and occupied their attention

for a considerable time. On the 3d July, the Com-
mittee closed their labors with a report, in which

they did full justice to the anxiety of the Home
Government to carry into execution the suggestions
of the Select Committee of 1828; and declared that

the endeavors of the Government to that end had
been unremitting, and guided, in all casses, by a

desire to promote the interests of the Province.
*' The Committe delivered no opinion upon the

subject matter of any one of the resolutions sub-

mitted to their consideration, but lamented that

mutual misconception appeared to prevail, which

they hope might be removed; and finally expressed
their persuasion that the practical measures for the

future administration of the affairs of Lower Canada

might best be left to the consideration of the Gov-

ernment, who were responsible for their adoption
and execution.

" From that period up to the present day I do not

find that any measures have been undertaken in
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compliance with the recommendation of the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons. On the 15th

November, the day on which the dissolution of the

late administration took place, Your Lordship was

apprized by Mr. Spring Kice, that he was prepared
to transmit very full instructions on the various im-

portant points upon which it was essential for Your

Lordship to be informed on the approaching meet-

ing of the Assembly of Lower Canada
;
but in con-

sequence of the event which had then occurred, he

wns prevented from making any further communi-
cation. Not being aware of the nature and purport
of these contemplated instructions, Your Lordship
will see that I have thus been deprived of the fruits

of the matured reflection of my predecessor ;
and

that on my own accession to office, I find this com-

plicated question very much in the same situation in

which it was left by the Committee of the House of

Commons, on the 3d July : with this difference

however, that the difficulties of its solution have
been materially aggravated by the additional delay
of six months.

" In adverting to this delay, Your Lordship will

not understand that it is with the view of imputing
blame to any one, but simply for the purpose of

expressing my regret that a crisis should now have

arrived, in which a prompt decision is rendered in-

dispensable, and that it must be taken at a moment
and under circumstances when there exists a peculiar

necessity for the most careful review of all that has

passed, and for the most deliberate reflection on the

consequences of any step that may be adopted.
" The painful situation in which Your '

Lordship
has long been placed, and the personal relation in

which you have been made to stand towards the

House of Assembly form no slight addition to the

embarrassments which obstruct the successful termi-

nation of the question at issue. It is due. however,
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to Your Lordship to state that from your first as-

sumption of the Government of Lower Canada, my
predecessors in the Department over which I now

preside, have signified their general approbation of

the conduct you have pursued in the Aministration

of the affairs of that Province. With satisfaction I

add that from an examination of Your Lordship's
Official correspondence, commencing at the period
referred to, I can see no reason to dissent from the

accuracy of these opinions. At the same time it

must be obvious that the exasperated feelings so

prevalent in the Assembly, and the alienation of

that branch of the Canadian Legislature from the

Executive Government, have rendered Your Lord-

ship's position so extremely difficult as even to for-

bid the hope that you would be enabled to employ
with any good effect the words of conciliation and

peace. Looking then at the matter of dealing with

the whole of this subject, and bearing in mind the

circumstances to which I have already adverted, His

Majesty's Government are of opinion that the exi-

gences of the case demand some more decisive and

expeditious mode of proceeding than is consistent

with an ordinary and regular correspondence. Your

Lordship's sentiments have been more than once

expressed to the same effect,
" The King has therefore been humbly advised to

select an individual possessing His Majesty's entire

confidence, who has been unconnected with past
Canadian polities, and has had the opportunity by
recent personal communication with the members of

His Majesty's Government, of ascertaining their

views and intention more fully and unreservedly
than could be possible by means of written state-

ments.
" This individual in the capacity of His Majesty's

Royal Commissioner will repair to Lower Canada

fully instructed to examine, and, if possible, to tor.
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minate the various points of discussion, in the hope
of composing all those differences which have so long

agitated the Province, and which have deeply afflicted

His Majesty's loyal subjects.
" Without attempting to give Your Lordship even

an outline of the instructions of which His Majesty's

Extraordinary Commissioner will be the bearer, it

may be sufficient to inform you that his mission will

not be so much for the purpose of promulgating any
new principles of government, as of carrying into

effect that system of liberality and justice towards

the people of Lower Canada, which His Majesty has

long since adopted, and which a committee of the

House of Commons recently declared had charac>

terised the policy and conduct of all those by whom
the affairs of the Kingdom have been administered

during the last six years, although the result which
has hitherto attended these efforts might perhaps
render our hopes of the future less sanguine, it will

no't diminish the desire or the determination of the

King to satisfy all the just claims and expectations ofhis

Canadian subjects.
"
They will find that His Majesty is unwearied in

his endeavors to establish " an impartial, conciliatory
and constitutional Government in Canada." For
this end it will be the object of His 'Majesty to renew
an enquiry into every alleged grievance, to examine

every cause of complaint, and to apply a remedy to

every abuse that may still be found to prevail ;
for

this end there is no sacrifice he would not cheer-

fully make which should be compatible with the

fundamental principles of the Constitution itself, and
with the continued existence of the Province as a

possession of the British Crown. I am unwilling to

believe that the Canadian people can be insensible

to feelings so truly paternal, which as Your Lordship
well knows have not been

. recently adopted or on
the spur of the occasion, and for which we may
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reasonably hope that His Majesty will be rewarded

by the loyalty and attachment of all classes in the

important Province now under your immediate govern-
ment.

" Your Lordship will communicate this despatch
to the House of Assembly in the usual manner.

Although without any direct information on the sub-

ject from Your Lordship, I learn from other so'urces

of intelligence, that the Legislature will have met on

the 27th of January should their sittings have been

adjourned, you will take such means as may appear
most proper for bringing the despatch under the know-

ledge of the members, before the period of their re-as-

sembling in Parliament.
" I will not fail to give Your Lordship timely

notice of the probable arrival of His Majesty's Com-

missioner, in order that you may be enabled to convoke
the Assembly with the least possible inconvenience to its

members.
' I have the honor to be,

My Lord,
Your most obedient,

(Signed.) "ABERDEEN."
" Lieut.-General

Lord Ayliner, K.C.B.

&c., &c., &c,"
" Viscount Canterbury it seems, was at first recom-

mended for the important office of High Commissioner
to Canada, but declining, on account of ill health,
Lord Amherst was spoken of, and actually ap-

pointed. He, however, soon after waived the appoint-

ment, and divested himself of the charge. The Earl

of Gosford finally was selected as the High Commis-

sioner, and accepted the office, assisted by Sir Charles

Grey and Sir George Gipps. His lordship's appoint-
ment was notified in the London Gazette of the 9th

June, and repeated in the Quebec prints on the 23rd

July.
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' The following documents appeared in the Official

Quebec Gazette of the 25th June :

DOWNING-STREET,
6th May, 1835.

' MY LORD, On referring to the despatches ad-

dressed to Your Lordship by the Earl of Aberdeen,
on the appointment of Earl Amherst to be Governor
of Lower Canada, and His Majesty's High Commis-
sioner in that Province, I am induced to conclude

that my immediate predecessor in office did not

anticipate Your Lordship's continuance in Canada,
after the arrival of Lord Amherst in that country.
But on the other hand I observe, that. Lord Aber-
deen studiously avoided the u,se of all expressions
which could be understood as precluding the prospect
of being reinstated in the government, when the duties

of the High Co'mmissioner should have been brought
to a*close.

" Since I had the honor of addressing to Your

Lordship my despatch of the 22d ultimo, No. 1, I

have availed myself of all the resources at my com-

mand for becoming fully acquainted with the state

of the public mind in Lower Canada
;
and with the

position in which circumstances of peculiar difficulty

have placed Your Lordship in relation to the House of

Assembly.
' The result has been to convince me that 1 shall

best consult the public interest, by apprizing Your

Lordship that your administration of the affairs of

Lower Canada must be considered as finally termin-

ated.
" Your Lordship will require no assurance from

me of the reluctance with which I make this com-

munication, the regret inseparable at all times from
the discharge of such a duty, is enhanced in the

present case by an apprehension of the misconstruc-

tions to which it may possibly give rise. I am,
therefore, anxious to disavow in the most unqnali-
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fied terms, any design of conveying a censuje on

any part of your public conduct, or of countenanc-

ing, by this decision, the accusations to which Your

Lordship has boen so repeatedly exposed. It would
be highly gratifying to my own feelings, if I pos-
sessed so perfect an acquaintance with the history
of Your Lordship's administration of the affairs of

Lower Canada, from its commencement to the pre-
sent time, as to be able to express that decided

opinion upon the charges of the House of Assem-

bly, in the sessions of 1834 and 1835, which I fully
admit Your Lordship's right to demand from His

Majesty's confidential advisers. The period which
has elapsed since His^ Majesty was graciously pleased
to entrust me with the Seals of this Department,
has not been sufficiently long to enable me to complete
a review of the voluminous documents connected with

that subject.
" I am, therefore, peculiarly happy to find that

Lord Aberdeen, availing himself of his more ample
opportunities, was able to discharge that necessary
and laborious duty, and that in his despatch of the

14th February last, No. 22, he declared it to be due

to Your Lordship to state, that from your first as-

sumption of the government of Lower Canada, all

preceding Secretaries of State for this Department
have signified their general approbation of the con-

duct you had pursued, in the administration of the

affairs of that Province, and that from an examina-

tion of Your Lordship's official correspondence, com-

mencing at the period referred to, he, Lord Aberdeen,
could see no reason to dissent from the accuracy of those

opinions.
-" The King commands me to stata that Lord

Aberdeen's despatch, from which I have made the

preceding quotation, was not written without His

Majesty's diie3t previous sanction, and that in au-

thorising the expressions it contains of my predeces-
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sor's confidence and approbation, His Majesty ex-

perienced that gratification which he invariably feels,

when affording his support and countenance to any

public officer whom His Majesty considers himself en-

titled to regard as having labored with fidelity and zeal

in His Majesty's service.

With such a testimony from my immediate pre-

decessor, so directly sanctioned by His Majesty,
Your Lordship may perhaps be satisfied that is not

incumbent on you to call for a further vindication of

your personal honor and official conduct, I shall,

however, be prompted to meet any such demand,
should Your Lordship see cause to advance it, and

humbly to submit to His Majesty my opinion, not

upon the more recent subjects of complaint men-
tioned in your Lordship's despatches, noted in the mar-

gin, but upon any other topic of which Your Lordship

may think that His Majesty's decision has not hitherto

been distinctly pronounced.
I have the honor to be,

My Lord, Your Lordship's
Most obedient servant,

(Signed,) GLENELG."
Lieut-Genl.

Lord Aylmer, K. C. B.
"
Notwithstanding the above, it was thought by

the British population in Canada that Lord Aylmer
was treated by the new administration, of which
Baron Glenelg was the Colonial minister, rather

hardly, the more particularly as it had been stated

by Lord Aberdeen in the House of Lords that,
" if

he could have prevailed upon himself to recall Lord

Aylmer, he should never have thought of sending
out a Commissioner," clearly intimating that the

offices were to be distinct. A very general feeling
of regret among the British population in Lower -

Canada was expressed at the recall of Lord Aylmer,
and addresses from various parts were presented to
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him. The first he received was from the Quebec Board
of Trade, and in very flattering terms:

May it please Your Excellency,
"
We, the members of the Committee of Trade, ap-

pointed by, and representing the mercantile com-

munity of the city of Quebec, duly appreciating the

attention and urbanity which have characterised

Your Lordship's frequent communications with this

Board, respectfully approach Your Lordship, with an

expression of our unfeigned regret, on the occasion of

your intended departure from this country.
"
Deeply interested in the general prosperity of the

Province, we cannot but deplore a circumstance

tending to deprive it of the advantages which Your

Excellency's experience in its Government, know-

ledge of its resources, and anxiety for its welfare,

guided by your acknowledged character for uprightness
of purpose, must have secured to it, had your continu-

ance here been permitted.
" Connected more particularly with the trade of the

Colony, both collectively and as individuals, we grate-

fully acknowledge the readiness so constantly evinced

by Your Excellency to advance its commercial in-

terests, and must not omit especially to instance

Your Lordship's well-timed representations to the

Home Government, against the abuses of the Court of

Vice-Admiralty, and yet more, those in favor of our

lumber trade, that grand staple of this and the other

British North American Provinces.
" Assailed as this most essentialJbranch of our com-

merce has been, and continues to be, by a combina-

tion of persons, ignorant of its importance, or inter-

ested in its downfall, we feel doubly sensible of the

value of Your Excellency's testimony in its behalf,

grounded too on your personal observation of its benefi-

cial results.

"Strongly persuaded of the close connexion be-

tween the commercial and political relations of a
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country, and fully sensible that security to trade can

alone exist under the protection of a well ordered

and consistent government, we view with apprehen-
sion the inconsiderate removal of Your Excellency,
as indicating < a system of colonial policy, which,

ready at the clamor of faction to sacrifice individual

right to temporary expedience, threatens to subvert

those national principles of good faith which have

long given stability and character to British institu-

tions throughout the world.
"
May it please Your Excellency,
" In respectfully taking our leave we venture to

express a hope that the affairs of Canada may still con-

tinue to occupy a place in Your Lordship's recollect-

tion, and that the influence which His Majesty's ap-

probation of your conduct cannot fail to confer, may
be used, as we are sure it will be, to promote the

.

true interest of this country.
" We beg respectfully and most cordially to convey

to Your Lordship and to Lady Aylmer, our sincere

wishes for your prolonged happiness and for your.

prosperous voyage to that land whose battles Your

Lordship has fought and whose honors you have
won.

"
Gentlemen, I thank you" said he "

very sin-

cerely for the expressions of regret at my approach-

ing departure from this country, conveyed in this

address from the Committee of Trade, representing
the mercantile community of the city of Quebec
a community for which I shall ever entertain sen-

timents of esteem and regard.
" I feel, gentlemen, that I possess but slender claims

to your thanks, on account of any benefit which

may have been obtained for the commercial interests

of this colony during my administration. Although
animated by a constant desire to promote those, as

well as all other public interests in the Province, my
efforts to that effect have been invariably met and
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counteracted, by a baneful influence in the Province,
whose only chance of prolonging its existence is by
retarding the general improvement of the country;
and many of those moments which, under more for-

tunate circumstances, I should have been able to

devote to the advancement of some useful under-

taking or some beneficial public measure, have been

unavoidably occupied in contending (under disad-

vantages to which I forbear more particularly to al-

lude on the present occasion) against assaults some

open, and others disguised levelled against the

most valuable interests of the Province, political as

well as commercial, and which, should they be re-

newed and crowned with ultimate success, must

prove fatal to the connexion between Lower Canada
and the Mother Country.

I am fully sensible, gentlemen, of the great impor-
tance to British North America of the lumber trade

;

and be assured that, although my official connexion
with this country will cease to exist upon my depar-
ture from it, no opportunity shall be neglected by
me hereafter of upholding that valuable branch of

commerce, and of promoting, as far as my very
limited means will permit, every measure calculated

to advance the commercial interests of Lower Ca-

nada.

And now, gentlemen, in separating from you, let

me desire of you to accept from Lady Ayliner and

myself our very sincere thanks for the obliging ex-

pressions regarding us both, contained in the con-

cluding passage of your address, and in return to re-

ceive our cordial good wishes for the health and hap-

piness of all these gentlemen, and their families who
are parties to it; and for the increasing prosperity
of the commercial city of Quebec.

Ji. general meeting of the Quebec Constitutional

Association took place on 31st July, at which the

following resolutions were adopted :
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1st.
" That His Majesty's approbation of the con-

duct pursued by His Excellency Lord Aylmer, in the
administration of the affairs of this Province, has
been repeatedly conveyed to His Excellency, and
more particularly reiterated in the recent despatch of
the Right Honorable Lord Glenelg, His Majestys' Prin-

cipal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department,
dated, Downing Street, 6th May, 1835.

2nd. " That notwithstanding the "
support and

countenance" which the King has been thus graci-

ously pleased to afford to a "
public officer whom His

Majesty considers himself entitled to regard, as hav-

ing labored with fidelity and zeal in His Majesty's

service," the Secretary of State has, in the same des-

patch which conveys the King's approbation, apprised
Lord Aylmer that " His Excellency's administration of

the affairs of Lower Canada must be considered as

finally terminated."

3d. " That the motives which actuated the Secre-

tary of state in coming to this decision appear to be
founded in the position in which the Governor in

Chief is placed in relation to the House of Assembly,
in consequence of the accusations preferred against
him by a majority of that branch of the local Legisla-

ture, iii a series of resolutions which have been al-

ready declared by this Association to contain "
divers

false and scandalous imputations, of so general a nature

as not to admit of answer or investigation,
4th. " That this Association views with alarm and

regret the sacrifice of the Royal Prerogative, thus for

the first time offered to the clamour of a party which

openly questions the just subordination of the colony
to the parent state, and avowedly inculcates resistance

to its authority.
5th. " That an humble address be presented to

His Excellency the Governor in Chief, expressing the

regret of this Association at the untimely recall of His

Excellency, at a period when the result of the mea-
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sures adopted by him cannot as yet be ascertained

thus depriving the Government of the advantages to

be derived from His Excellency's experience, and

conveying to the people of British and Irish origin in

this Province the impression that their best interests

are about to be sacrificed to the misrepresentation of

a few discontented and ambitious persons, and pray-

ing that His Excellency will be pleased to adopt such

measures as to him may seem best calculated to convey
to the foot of the Throne the views of this Association,
as expressed in the preceding resolutions.

" bth. " That the said address be prepared by the-

Executive Committee, and that the same, together with

a certified copy of the resolutions, be presented by them

to His Excellency."
On the 8th of August, the Executive Committee of

the Constitutional Association of Quebec, attended by
a large number of the members of the body, and of

those of " the Mechanics' Constitutional Union," wait-

ed upon the Governor in Chief, at the Castle of St.

Lewis, with the following address :

May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Executive Committee of Ihe Constitutional

Association of Quebec, deputed at a general meeting
of the members to present an humble address to

Your Excellency, on your administration of the af-

fairs of this Province being terminated, beg leave

most respectfully to express the unfeigned regret of

the association at Your Excellency's approaching de-

parture.
Your Excellency's untimely recall at the -present

crisis of affairs, is the more to be deplored, as it

precludes you from bringing to maturity the mea-
sures now in progress towards the adjustment of the

political difficulties, which have so long retarded the

prosperity of the ^Province and will necessarily de-

prive the Royal Commissioners of the advantages to

be derived from the experience and local knowledge,



95

which Your Excellency has acquired during a residence

of nearly five years in Lower Canada.

We regret that the policy adopted by the Secre-

tary of State towards Your Lordship, and the motives

on which his decision is grounded, tend to convey
the impression that His Majesty's Ministers are pre-

pared to sacrifice the rights and interests of the in-

habitants of British and Irish origin, resident within

this province, to the misrepresentation and clamour

of a designing party, who, availing themselves of pe-
culiar and accidental circumstances, have misled His

Majesty's government, openly questioned the just subor-

dination of the colony to the parent state, anl inculcated

resistance to its authority.
We therefore humbly pray that Your Excellency

will be pleased to convey to the foot of the Throne
the views of the Association, as expressed in a series

of resolutions, of which we respectfully submit a

copy, and that you will assure our Gracious Sovereign
that he has not, in the wide extent of his dominions,

subjects more loyal or devoted than the members of

this Association, nor any more firm in their determi-

nation to maintain his authority throughout the

colony, and defend the rights, privileges and immunities

which His Majesty's predecessors have been graciously

pleased to bestow upon its inhabitants.

In respectfully taking leave of Your Excellency.
we feel that we should not perform our duty to those

whom we represent, did we not assure you of the

profound respect felt by all for your exalted and

manly character, and convey our sincere and heart-

felt wishes that you may long enjoy the happiness
to which a consciousness of having merited and re-

ceived your Sovereign's unqualified approbation so

justly entitles you; and our hope that, when the

King may again require Your Excellency's services,
it may be in a situation where your liberal and ex-

tended views will be more justly appreciated and a
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fairer field afforded to carry them into effect, than,

unfortunately for the inhabitants, has been the case in

Lower Canada.

To this His Excellency answered :

"Gentlemen, T. receive with sentiments of heartfelt

satisfaction the kind expressions of regret at my ap-

proaching departure from this Province, conveyed in

the address which you have just done me the favour

to present to me on the part of the Constitutional As-

sociation of Quebec.
'' The relation in which I have been made to stand

with the House of Assembly, in discharging my pub-
lic duty, having been assigned as a motive for my
recall from this government by His Majesty's Minis-

ters, I find it necessary to advert to certain proceed-

ings of the assembly regarding myself.
" On two several occasions within the last two years,

complaints of the most serious nature affecting my
public character and conduct, in the administration

of the government of this Province, have been

brought forward by the House of Assembly, in peti-

tions to the King and the two Houses of the Imperial
Parliament. Their petition, addressed to the House
of Commons in the first instance, contained an urgent

appeal to that Honourable House to bring and to sup-

port impeachments against me before the House of

Lords
; but, although the .Committee to which that

petition was referred was engaged during three

months in investigating the various subjects of com-

plaint it contained, their report, subsequently adop-
ted by the House, does not allude in the remotest

degree to the demand of the Assembly for my im-

peachment.
"
Nevertheless, the Assembly, no wise discouraged

by the failure of this first attempt, again approached
the House of Commons, during the present session of

the Imperial Parliament, with a renewed demand
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for my impeachment ;
and to their former complaints

others of a still darker complexion were added. But all

to no purpose for it does not appear that any steps
whatever have been taken by the House upon this

second petition of the Assembly.
" For the success of the House of Assembly, in their

attempts to injui'e me in the estimation of His Ma-

jesty
' and his confidential advisers, I have only to

refer to the despatches from the Colonial Department
recently published by my order in the Official Gazette

of the Province.
" From the above rapid sketch, it will be perceived

that the various efforts of the House of Assembly to

injure my public character have only ended iu ex-

posing the importance of their hostility towards me.
" But there is another point of view in which this

subject deserves to be' regarded, and it is one which

involves considerations of infinitely more importance
than any of a personal nature affecting an individual

like myself.
" The failure of these repeated attempts to establish

the truth of charges so solemnly and so earnestly

brought uuder the consideration of the King, and
the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament, unavoid-

ably places the moral character of the House of As-

sembly in a very equivocal position ;
and it may,

therefore, be reasonably expected that the Assembly,
in order to redeem its own credit, and in justice to

their constituents, who are necessarily (however in-

nocently and unconsciously) involved in this disre-

putable suit, undertaken in their name, and on their

behalf the Assembly, I say, cannot but consider

themselves imperatively called upon to renew their

demand to the House of Commons for my impeach-
ment before the House of Lords.

" Should any such demand be made, the House of

Assembly may be assured of having my best wishes

for the success of it: it is what I have long and ar-
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dently looked forward to
;
for if, happily, their cause

should ever come to a hearing before the House of

Lords, my accusers will find, when in presence of

that august tribunal, that assertions, however confi-

dently advanced, will not there be suffered to pass
current for facts, neither will vituperation be mistaken

for argument.
" I coino now to the subject of my recall from this

government, which I cannot pass over in silence .

since it is, in fact, the particular circumstance which
has given rise to your address.

" It would be highly unjust towards those Ministers

of the Crown who spontaneously, and without any
solicitation on my part, did me the honor of select-

ing me for the very important office of Governor in

Chief of British North America, to suppose that upon
that occasion they were actuated by any other mo-
tive than a conscientious belief that, by so doing,

they best consulted the public interest.
'

" In like manner, those other ministers of the Crown
who have subsequently filled the situation of Secre-

tary of State for the Colonial Department, and whose

approval of my public conduct you are already ac-

quainted with, must have considered that by main-

taining me in the office of Governor in Chief, they
also were consulting the public interest.

" His Majesty's present Ministers, however, imme-

diately upon coming into office, have taken an oppo-
site view of this subject, for I am now informed by
Lord Glenelg, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of

State for the Colonial Department, in his despatch of

the 6th of May last, addressed to me, (which will be

found amongst the despatches recently published by
my order in the Official Gazette of the Province, for

general information,) that " he shall best consult the

public, interest by apprising me that my administra-

tion of the affairs of Lower Canada must be consi-

dered as fully terminated."
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Although differing, as it would appear, from hid

predecessors in office upon this subject, it would be

equally unjust to withhold from Lord Glenelg the

belief that, in removing me from the office of Gover-
nor in Chief of British North America, his Lordship is

sincerely convinced that he is best consulting the public
interest.

"I will therefore only add that, as the faithful ser-

vant and devoted subject of the King, and aa the

firm and constant friend of the people of Lower Ca-

nada of every origin, I do most sincerely wish that

those measures which His Majesty shall be advised

to adopt for the settlement of the disordered and

complicated affairs of this Province, may have the

effect of establishing the authority of His Majesty's

government upon a solid and lasting foundation, for

thereby alone wi 1 the public interest be best con-

sulted.
" I cannot, gentlemen, avoid saying a few words

in answer to that part of your address, in which regret
is expressed at what you are pleased to consider my un-

timely recall from this government.
" I undertook the Government of Lower Canada

with a full knowledge of the principal difficulties

with which it was surrounded, but these I did not

despair of surmounting by a steady course of policy
founded on the strictest impartiality; and although
circumstances beyond my control have hitherto stood

in the way of my success, I am, nevertheless, of

opinion that the present state of the Province, un-

promising as it may appear to a superficial observer,
holds out every encouragement to the adoption of

measures that would at once put an end to the diffi-

culties to which I have alluded, and which will cease

to be formidable the very moment of their being fairly

grappled with.
'' To have been the instrument of carrying such

measures into effect would be to me a never failing
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source of gratification during the remainder of my
life. Since, however, this has been denied rne, I

have only to hope that on my return to the seat of

the Imperial Government, the representations it will

be my duty to make, may be productive of good to

the Province should such be the result of my re-

moval from 'his Government, and that having ceased

to be officially connected with Lower Canada, I shall

have the good fortune to accomplish more for its ad-

vantage than it was in my power to effect during my
administration of its affairs then, gentlemen, I shall

say that my recall, far from being untimely, will have

proved a singularly well-timed measure.
" You may be assured that I shall not fail to con-

vey, if I may be so permitted, to the foot of the

Throne, the views of the Constitutional Association as

expressed in the resolutions of which you have de-

livered me a copy ;
and in an especial manner I

shall consider it my duty to represent to our Graci-

ous Sovereign (what is in truth the conviction of

my own mind) that he has not in the wide extent of
His dominions, subjects more loyal and devoted than

the members of the Constitutional Association of

Quebec .

" The flattering testimony of the regard and good

opinion of the Constitutional Association of Quebec,
addressed to me in the concluding passage of your
address, could not fail to prove highly gratifying to

my feelings under any circumstances. How much
more so is it when 1 consider the efforts which have

with such unwearied perseverance been made, to

blacken and defame my character from the very
hour of my arrival in Canada to the present time

;
and

that during that period every act of mine has been

made the theme either of virulent invective, orunwortby
detraction.

"
But, gentlemen, the evil has produced its own

remedy, since the favorable sentiments towards me



101

expressed in your Address, and for which I now offer

my warm and sincere thanks to the Constitutional As-

sociation of Quebec, have furnished me with the best

answer that can be made to those who have sought to

injure me in the estimation of my fellow subjects.
" And now, gentlemen, farewell, and may every hap-

piness and prosperityattend you,and all those who are par-
ties to the Address which has just been communicated
to me."

The Ear! ofGosford arrived at Quebec on the 23d Au-
gust, in H. M. 8. Pi<jue accompanied by Sir Charles E.

Grey and Sir George Gipps, his Assistant Commission-

ers, and on the day following issued his proclamation,

notifying, as Captain General and Governor in Chief,
his assumption of the Government. The letters patent
of His Majesty, bearing date at Westminster, 1st July,
1835, appointing

" the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford

Sir Charles Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps, Com-
missioners for the investigation of all grievances affect-

ing His Majesty's subjects in Lower Canada in what re-

lates to the administration of the Government of the

said Province," were also published in the same Gazette

with the proclamation .
*

* OFFICE OP THE SECRETARY OF THE PROVINCE,
Quebec, Auguit 24th 1835.

His Majesty has been pleased to appoint the Right Honor-
able the Earl of Gosford, the Right Honorable Sir Charles
Edward Grey, and SirGeorge Gipps, to be the Commissioners
for the investigation of all grievances affecting his subjects
in the Province of Lower Canada, in what relates to the

government of the said Province, by the following com-
mission:
WILLTAM THE FOURTH, by the Grace of God of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of

the Faiih, to our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin
and councillor, Archibald, Earl of Gosford, our trusty and
well-beloved Sir Charles Grey, Knight, and Sir George
Gipps, Greeting :

Whereas, divers addresses have been preferred to us, by the
House of General Assembly of L. Canada in North America,
and divers petitions have been presented to us by sundry of our
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A farewell entertainment was given by the prin-

cipal citizens of Quebec to Lord and Lady Aylmcr,
on the evening of the 15th September, and on the

faithful subjects inhabiting our said Province. in which addres-
ses and petitions have been represented to us, certain grievan-
ces of which the said House of General Assemblyand our sub-

jects aforesaid have by their said addresses and petitions
sought redress. And we being minded, as far as in us lies, to

afford the redress of every grievance bywhich anyof onr faith-

ful subjects inhabiting the said Province may be affected, and
having therefore specially resolved to appoint fit persons to

proceed on our behalf to our said Province, there to investi-

gate all complaints respecting the administration of thepublic
affairs thereof, and have for that purpose made choice ofyou,
the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford,Sir Charles Edward Grey
and Sir George Gipps. Now know ye, that we, relying on the

approved discretion of you, the said Archibald, Earl of Gos-
ford Sir Charles Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps, have
of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion
thought fit to constitute and appoint, and do herebyconstitute
and appointyou the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford,SirCharles
Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps,to be our Commissioners
for the

investigation of all grievances affecting our subjects in

pur Province of Lower Canada, in what relates to the admin-
istration of the Government of the said Province. And we do
authorize and require you for that purpose to proceed with
all convenient despatch to the said Province of Lower Cana-
da, and there by all lawful ways and means to enter upon a
full and impaitial enquiry into all complaints which shall to

you be preferred respecting the administration of the Govern-
ment thereof : aud in the execution of thia our Commission,
our will is, aud we do hereby require, that do you in all things
conform to such instructions as shall be addressed to you by
us in our Privy Council, or through one of our Principal Se-

cretaries of State. And whereas, for the better execution of

the powers so vested in you as aforesaid, we have by other

Letters Patent under the Great Seal of our United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing even date with these

presents, constituted and' appointed you the said Archibald,
Earl .of Gosfurd, to be our Captain General and Governor in

Chief in and over our Province of Lower Canwda: Now we
do strictly charge and command all our officers, civil and

military, and all our faithful subjects and all others inhabit-

ing the said Province, that in their several places _and
ac-

cording to their respective powers aud opportunities, they
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following day an address, very numerously signed by
inhabitants of the city and neighbourhood, was pre-
sented to His Excellency. His Lordship embarked
with his family on the 17th, on board H. M. S. Pique,
for England, which they reached in safety, narrowly

escaping shipwreck, however, on her passage home,
the ship having run ashore in the Straits of Belleisle,

from which, by the skill and presence of mind of her

commander, the Hon. Captain Rous, seconded by the

exertions jind perseverance of the crew, she was with

difficulty extricated. On examination, after her ar-

rival in England, of the injury she had sustained in

her keel and bottom, it was deemed marvellous that she

had escaped foundering on the passage.
The inse:tion of a marble slab, with an inscrip-

tion, in honor of the memory of Montcalm, within the

chapel of the Ursuline Convent, by Lord Aylmer, has

previously been noticed. His Lordship this summer,
shortly before his departure, caused to be erected on
the Plains of Abraham, at his own expense, a truncated

column or shaft, on a fragment of the granite boulder

upon which Wolfe breathed his last, lying at, or very
near the spot where he fell.

The following is an extract from the Quebec Mer-

cury, on this subject:
<

MONUMENT ON THE PLAINS TO THE MEMORY OF

WOLFE.
" The last anniversary of the battle of the Plains

of Abraham was aptly chosen as the day on which
the names of the heroes, WOLFE and MONTCALM,
were affixed to the sarcophagus, on which rests the

be aiding to you the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, in the
execution of this our Commission and our said other Commis-
sion so addressed to you as aforesaid.

In witness whereof, we have caused these our Letters to be
made Patent. Witness Ourself, at Westminster, this first

day of July, in the sixth year of our reign.
By Writ of Privy Seal.
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beautiful obelisk raised to their honor during the

government of the Earl of Dalhousie. The return

of that anniversary may be appropriated to a brief

description of the monument lately erected by
lieutenant general Lord Aylmer, while Governor
in Chief of these Provinces, which completes the

series of testimonials offered by posterity to the memory
of the devoted and the brave.

" The first and most imposing in its appearance of

these monuments, is the obelisk in front of the Gover-

nor's garden, so generally admired for its symmetrical

proportions. It is a tribute common to both of the

heroes, whose names it bears. The second, is a marble

slab placed, with commendable taste and feeling by Lord

Aylmer, to the memory of MONTCALM, in the chapel of

the Ursuline Convent, within the precincts of which be

was buried, in a grave partly formed by the bursting of

a shell during the previous seige.* The slab has this in-

scription, equally distinguished by truth and simplicity :

Honneur
a

MONTCALM !

Lc destin en lui d6robant
La Victoire,

L'a recompense par
Une mort glorieuse !

" A monument to \VQLFE on the spot where he died

was alone wanting. The exact spot was known but
to few, while the interest attached to it was increased

by the lapse of time : the last contemporary of the

battle was no more, and the site would in a few

years have become a subject for conjecture. Al-

though the stone which had formed his death, couch,
had been preserved in its original position, it had

*
Very fanciful and poetical, but nevertheless a fable. No

bombshell, as is well known and proveable, fell during the

seige of 1759 ur>on the Chapel of the Ursuline Convent, but
several round shot passed through the roof, the marks whereof
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been sunk beneath the surface, in order to protect

it from pilgrims who came, not to enrich but to rob

the shrine, by carrying away as relics pieces of the

rock, hallowed by the death of Wolfe. These con-

siderations, it may be imagined, suggested to Lord

Aylmer; the design of erecting a Monument on

are still visible from within, though not externally, the roof

being since covered with tin. A bomb fell in the Choeur, or

place where the nuns assemble for divine service, the mark of

which also is visible, but this is a separate building though

adjoining the Chapel. The remains of General Montcalm
were privately interred in the evening of the day, or the day
after, his decease from a wound he had received in the action

on the Plains of Abraham, (where also Wolfe fell,) in a grave
dug fqr the purpose close to northermost wall of the Chapel,
and in the norih-western angle of it, near the Altar, a. few

officers, probably of the general stuff in garrison at the mo-

ment, and his Aides de Camp being present. No other

body, it is said, had been interred within ten or fifteen feet

from the spot where his was laid.- It is but a few years
since an old lady of the Ursulines died, who when a young
girl, long before she entered the Convent, but living in its

vicinity, had, drawn by curiosity, witnessed the interment
and retained a perfect recollection of the precise spot where
the remains of the General were interred. This she pointed
out to my venerable and esteemed friend, the Reverend
Thomas Maguire, for many years past and still, Chaplain to

the Ursuline Convent, who caused the ground to be removed
and the remains of a human frame found in the place indicated
to be exhumed, which he has DO doubt from the information
he received from the lady alluded to,and others of her contem-

poraries whom he had consulted, were those of the General.
The coffin had entirely disappeared. The bones, with the

exception of the skull, crumbled to dust on exposure to the
air. He has caused the skull to be carefully enclosed in a

glass case, which is preserved in the Chaplain's apartment
in the Convent, where the curious in relics of the kind may

,
see it, by waiting on the worthy Chaplain, and intimatiag a
wish to that effect. Mr. Maguire, in opening the grave ob-
served that it was isolated from other spots where the dead
had been deposited, the ground adjacent for several feet,

being firm and compact, and such as to produce a conviction
that it never had been disturbed.
The remains of Wolfe were conveyed to England in the

Royal William, of 84 guns, and landed at Portsmouth on the
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this spot and as no accurate description of it has

yet appeared, and as the spot is constantly visited

by strangers, the following particulars, which may
17th November, 1759. There are, according to Mr. Hawkins'
Picture of Quebec, (published in 1845) deposited in the family
vault at Greenwich, which that gentleman states he visited
in 1841, being permitted by the purviving branch of the

family to enter the vault, where he had the satisfaction

of laying on the coffin of Wolfe, a wreath of laurel, as a
tribute of respect for the memory of the departed Hero.
This fable of the inhumation of the remains of GeneralMont-

calm, in a grave made in the Ursuline Chapel by the bursting
of a bomb shell, reminds me of the tale of murder, and retalia-

tion, which the " Chien d'Or" it is vulgarly believed, was
intended to commemorate, which, however,my worthy friend

Jacques Viger, Esquire, of Montreal, has, with indefatigable
research and industry, ascertained by the most incontestible

evidence to be, with the exception of the unpremeditated
homocide of Mr. Philibert, by Mr. Legardeur de Repentigny,
in a moment of transport, and for which he obtained in due
form letters of grace and pardon, altogether fabulous. Mr.
Viger's antiquarian and interesting researches have not only
stripped the tale of the " Chien d'Or" of its charm but repre-
sent the unfortunate homocide of Mr. Philibert in its true

light, and rescue the memories of two of the French Intend-

ants, Messrs. Bigot and Begon, from the imputation of

having been privy to, and instigating his death. He exhibits

even the letters of grace and pardon to Mr. de Eepentigny by
the King of France, and the proceedings thereupon inthe

Court or proper jurisdiction in Canada, verifying the mat-
ters of fact upon which the letters were granted, and upon
which Lis pardon, by the entherinement of those letters, be-

came conclusive, the whole developed step by step in so

clear and satisfactory a manner by Mr. Viger, ns to demolish
the entire fabric of fiction to which the untimely death of Mr.

Philibert, and the bas relief of the "Chien d'Or'' still over the

portal of the house in Baude street, Quebec, which at the

time of his decease he inhabited, had given rise. Mr.Viger's
demonstration of the falsity and utter groundlessness, with
the exception above mentioned, of this wide spread and popu-
lar tale, is historically so interesting, that although it does

not properly come within the scope of this work, I may. ne-

vertheless, be pardoned for introducing it in a subsequent

stage, in vindication of, and as an homage to historic- truth.

53-For Mr. Viger's Parliamentary analysis, see the end of

the next Chapter.
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be depended upon to be correct, will doubtless be

interesting to the public.
" The monument lately erected by Lord Aylmer, then

Governor in Chief, to the memory of Wolfe, on the spot
where he died, is situated in a field, the property of

Hammond Gowen, Esq., between the house of Cr Camp-
bell, Esq., and the race course, and adjoining the Grande
Allee. The ground necessary for the site was presented

by Mr. Gowan to his Lordship for the purpose ;
and the

monument is distinctly seen from the road. It is com-

posed of a half column of the Corinthian Order, two

feet in diameter, and about nine feet in height. It is

executed in Montreal, marble, and shaped from a single
block. Together with the base it is turned and

polished, forming a beautiful specimen of that valu-

able building stone. The sub-plinth is of chiselled

stone in order to form a contrast
;
and the whole is

supported on a pedestal of rocks, formed of the

boulders of granite found on the neighboring sur-

face, in a conspicuous part of which pedestal is

placed the remaining portion of the actual rock,
on which Wolfe was supported when he breathed

his last. The stones are strongly connected together
embedded in the solid foundation of rock

;
and un-

less the monument should be intentionally damaged,
it will be as durab'e as the fame of him whose name
it bears. The inscription, which is deeply cut on
the column,. is brief and emphatic, containing a modest
and delicate reference to that upon the slab in honor of
Montcalm :

HERE DIED

WOLFE,
VICTORIOUS !

" The work does great credit to the mason, Mr.
Xavier Malouin, who has executed it in a very able

manner, under the direction of Mr. Blaicklock, of the
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Royal Engineer Department, from a design drawn by
Lord Aylnaer.

" The spot where Wolfe received his third and

death wound, was in front of the redoubts, and rising

ground, somewhat on the right and in advance of

the monument. He was thence borne to the rear, and

supported against a rock lying on the surface.
" In a small field, the property of the late Mr.

Moorhead, between the one in which the monument
is situated and the property of Charles Campbell, Esq.,
about fifty yards due north from the column, imme-

diately joining the fence, may be seen the remains

of the well whence Wolfe was supplied with water,
when lying faint and dying on the spot now mark-

ed by the column. This has been ever since known
to the old inhabitants of the neighborhood as

Wolfe's Well, but in consequence of a horse hav-

ing been drowned in it about four years ago, it was
filled up with rubbish, to the grea regret of many
who had never ceased to hold it in hallowed re-

membrance.
"

This monument, it is proper here to observe, hav-

ing been chipped away and multilated by idle and
inconsiderate visitors, has been superseded by the

more elegant structure now occupying its site, raised

in 1849 by private contributions of the officers of the

Army serving in Canada, and at the suggestion of Sir

Benjamin D' Urban, commanding the Forces therein,

who suddenly died, universally regretted, at Mon-

treal, in the month of May of that year, before the

completion of this column to the memory of his immor-

tal fellow-countryman, to which he had largely contri-

buted.



CHAPTER XXXVI.
Parliament convoked rumors Constitutional Association

of Quebec address the Governor his answer speech
agent in England address relating to Mr. Gale answer
address in answer to the speech proposed amendment
Governor's message relating to arrears address of the As-

sembly for arrears and the current contingencies answer
address relating to the Jesuits' College at Quebec answer
Mr. Roebuck address relating to building or repairing
churchesanswer public accounts instruction to stand-

ing committee of grievances Rifle Corps at Montreal

Mr. Justice Kerr's dismissal offence taken at speech of

Lieutenant Governor [Sir John Colborne] of Upper Cana-
da its effect in Lower Canada public accounts state of

the Province address to His Majesty accusation and im-

peachment of Judge Fletcher, and of Judge Thompson-
complaint against Mr. Justice Bowen against Mr. Felton,
Mr. Gugy, and others Committee on Greivances report

concerning British House of Commons report of a special

committee relating tothe Executivegovernment Post Office

DepartmentMr. Caldwell Canada tenures' act bill to re-

form the Legislative Council by rendering it elective

vote of thanks to Messers. Viger and Morin prorogation
letter of Lord Gosford to the Colonial Minister.

THE Earl of Gosford lost no time in convoking the

Legislature, which, by proclamation bearing date 3rd

September, was summoned for the despatch of busi-

ness on the 27th October. In the mean time His

Excellency assiduously cultivated, and, as many
thought, obsequiously courted, even to self abase-

ment, those members of the Assembly who, he was

informed by those surrounding him and first in his con-

fidence, were among the most influential in the body.
Some of the leading men in the district of Montreal,

including Messieurs Papineau and Debartaz, visited

him immediately after his arrival at Quebec, probably
to sound and ascertain his views on public matters.

A caucus or meeting of members of the Assembly,
and other notables, was held about the same time at

Three Rivers, to determine upon the course most

proper to be adopted towards the new Governor,
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and in particular towards the commission of which
he was the chief. The French papers, and the

Vindicator published in English, in Montreal, by Dr.

E. B. O'Callaghan, a man of talents, but an ultra

partizan, who, having succeeded Doctor Tracy as

editor of that paper, had also obtained a seat in the

Assembly, held out that no business .would be entered

upon by the Assembly until a sum sufficient to cover

its contingencies were advanced, and unconditionally,
at the discretion of the House. It appeared also to

be the determination of the leading members of the

Assembly, not to recognize or acknowledge the Com-
missioners nor Commission in any manner, as they
had not been appointed under parliamentary authority
but by the King's authority solely !

The day fixed for the meeting of Parliament was at

hand, and it being rumored that His Excellency would
advance " the contingencies," the Constitutional Associ-

ation of Quebec met and having passed several resolu:

tions, prepared also an address to the Governor, which,
the day before the opening of Parliament, they present-
ed him.

It represented- that " the petitioners, as well for them-

selves as deputed on the part of certain inhabitants of

Lower Canada who signed divers petitions presented to

His Majesty and both Houses ofParliament during its

last Session, praying to be protected in their just rights
as British subjects, have found it their indispensable

duty most humbly to submit to Your Excellency, that

still suffering under the grievances and abuses of which

they complained in the said petitions, they cannot but
entertain a lively anxiety that their condition may in no

. respect be rendered worse,in the humble expectation that

His Majesty and Parliament, after having afforded them
a full hearing, will extend to the aforesaid petitioners
that relief which they therein dutifully implored.
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" Your petitioners further humbly represent :

" That it is the ancient and undoubted right of

British subjects not to be compelled to contribute to the

public expenditure otherwise than according to the pro-
visions of law.

"That by Act of the British Parliament, 31 Geo.

III., cap. 31, establishing the Government of this

Province, the power of making laws not repugnant
to the said Act is vested in His Majesty by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council

and Assembly of the said Province and not other-

wise.
" That no application of monies levied on the sub-

ject in this Province can be lawfully made, unless by
Acts made and consented to by the three branches of

the Legislature constituted by the said Act, or by virtue

of the King's lawful prerogative over the revenues that

may appertain to the Crown, or by laws having force in

this Province.
" That the claim which has recently been insisted

upon by the House of Assembly, and occasionally
acted upon by the Legislative Council to obtain, by
separate addresses to the Governor, advances of un-

appropriated money, under the plea of defraying

contingent expenses, but in reality embracing the

payment of salaries or allowances not legally estab-

lished, and more particularly as respects the preten-
sions of the Assembly for expenses not incurred or

to be incurred for the business of the Session of that

House, is altogether unfounded in law, unsupported
by parliamentary usage, and subversive of the rights
and liberties of British subjects.

" That among the various instances in which this

claim has been set up, none is more calculated to

produce alarm in the minds of His Majesty's sub-

jects than the encouragement held out by the reso-

lutions of the Assembly, of the 21st February, 1834,
to the supporters of the majority in that body to
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organize committees of correspondence, and the

pledge therein tendered of the public funds of the

Province for the reimbursement of the expenses to

be incurred by such committees in furthering their

views, which proceeding is open usurpation of powers
not conferred on the Assembly by the law"and Con-
stitution of the Province, is destructive of order and

government, and subversive of the rights and liberties

of His Majesty's subjects therein.
" That in the present state of the representation

in the House of Assembly, wherein those who con-

tribute a very large proportion of the Provincial

revenue are not represented, and the majority of its

members are elected by people claiming a nationalit}-

distiuct from the rest of His Majesty's subjects, and

acting under the influence of prejudices and feelings
hostile to those of other national origins, the power
claimed by the House of Assembly of disposing of

public money without the consent of the whole Le-

gislature, cannot be expected to be exercised for the

common welfare of all His Majesty's subjects in this

Province, but rather in furtherance of hostility to

numerous classes of their fellow-citizens, and for the

reward of unprincipled and corrupt partizans and sup-

porters, whereby the danger to the rights and liberties

of the subject is rendered imminent.
" That one of the great advantages of an elec-

tive branch of the Legislature, is the check which

ought to result therefrom on profuse and unnecessary

expenditure of public money on the part of the Ex-
ecutive officers, but that this check would become

altogether unavailing if the Assembly were to obtain

the distribution of public money among themselves,
or persons of their own choice, without the consent of

the other branches, and the subject be thus left without

sufficient security against rapacity, corruption nnd

tyranny.
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" Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray
that Your Excellency would be pleased to take the

premises into your favorable consideration, and ex-

tend to your petitioners herein the protection of their

Most Gracious Sovereign ;
and your petitioners as in

duty bound, will ever pray."
To which His Excellency replied :

"
GENTLEMEN, I receive this Address with all

the consideration which is due to the character of
the wealthy, influential and enlightened gentlemen by
whom it is brought before me, and "to the value and
usefulness in the Colony of those whose wishes it pur-

ports to convey.
" But as within twenty-four hours, my course

upon the matter, to which your petition refers, must
be declared to the Legislature. I cannot think that

any good end could be gained, by anticipating the

announcement. I will .only state that I am furnished

with precise instructions on the subject -from His

Majesty's Government, whose motives, I beg you to

be assured, are guided by the sole desire cf advancing
the happiness and welfare of all classes of His Majesty's
Canadian subjects."
The Session was opened on the 27th October, with

the following speech from the throne by His Excel-

lency :

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" It is in no ordinary circumstance that I meet you.

and consequences of vast importance depend on the

impression you may receive from my words. Dis-

sensions have almost arrested the course of Government.
The supplies required for carrying into execution the

laws by which society is held together, have now for a

considerable period been withheld.

The most urgent and conflicting statements of

numerous grievances by adverse parties, have been
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but accompanied

with expressions of an apprehension that the Minis-

ters of the Crown might not have that practical and
local knowledge of the Province, which is necessary
for the discernment of the most appropriate reme-

dies. I am sent amongst you therefore, not only as

your Governor, but as the head of a Commission upon
which the task is imposed, of enquiring fully, and upon
the spot, into the complaints which have been made

;

and of offering to the Kingf and to the Councils by
which the Throne is surrounded, the deliberate conclu-

sions of the Commissioners.
" There are some cases in which the Executive

power of the Government will of itself be sufficient

to supply a remedy ;
in others, though he cannot

act by himself, yet with the help of one or both
branches of the Provincial Legislature, he rriay effec-

tually accomplish what is required ;
there are others

in which -the laws and institutions of the United

Kingdom make it impossible for us, without the enact-

ments or sanction of the authorities in England, to

effect what is asked
;
so that ifwe were to act, we should

be acting unlawfully ;
if we were to make laws, they

would be binding upon no one.
" If these distinctions are borne in mind whilst I

state to you the commands I have received from

His Majesty, and the policy to which I shall adhere,
I am confident that I shall satisfy all impartial minds
of the magnanimity and wisdom with which His

Majesty has listened to your complaints ;
of the re-

solution which has been taken to redress every

grievance under which any class of His Majesty's
Canadian subjects may labor, and of my determina-

tion to do all of which I am capable, in giving effect

to these generous and wise intentions. As Gover-

nor, I will execute with alacrity, impartiality, and

firmness, whatever I ain competent to do of myself;
as head of the Provincial Legislature, I will zealously
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co-operate with its other members in the redress of

every evil they may find occasion to correct
;

as

Commissioner, I pledge myself that a prompt, but

careful examination will be made of those still

Weightier matters which depend upon the highest

powers of the Empire ;
and that having with the

most anxious thought and solemn deliberation, ar-

rived at our conclusion, the Commissioners will

state them with an earnestness of purpose, calculated

to give additional force to the authority which they

onght to derive from having been deemed worthy of so

grave a charge.
" In what I shall now proceed to communicate, it

is not my design, nor am I authorised by His Ma-

jesty, to condemn or applaud generally the conduct

of any one
;

the abatement of dissensions, and the

conciliation of adverse parties, are the objects at

which I aim
;
the good will of the Canadians of all

ranks and classes
;
the confidence of the representa-

tives of the people, the respect of all branches and
members of the (government are what I ardently
desire to earn and to retain, and in this I hope to

succeed, because I am conscious that my intentions

deserve it. With as much* freedom from fear or favor

as I have promised to act, I will now speak of the things
of which you have complained, and of the remedies

which I hope to see applied.
" It is affirmed that the French origin of the ma-

jority of the inhabitants of Lower Canada has been
made a pretext for excluding them from office and

employment, and for retaining them in a state of

political inferiority. I disclaim, on the part of His

'Majesty and of the British people, so ungenerous a

motive. Having long ago become a part of the

family of British subjects, our constitution recognises

nothing, as a mark of disfavor, which may denote

the estrangement of their ancestors in a former

century. It regards nothing in the present genera-
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tion as demerit, save misconduct. The circum-

stances which united this country with the British

Empire, must necessarily have occasioned for some
time afterwards an exclusion of its prior inhabitants

from offices of government, and the bias unavoida-

bly received may in some degree have influenced,
even to the present day the course of affairs.

Neither is it possible,, in the distribution of political
offices at any time, or in any circumstances, to be

guided entirely by a reference to the number of in-

dividuals who may be comprised in this or in that

class. But I assure you that in this respect, my
instructions enjoin upon me the utmost impartiality,
and an entire disregard of distinctions derived from

difference of origin. Fitness for the trust is the

criterion to which mainly, if not entirely, I am to

Icok, and I do not hesitate to avow the opinion,
that in every country, to be acceptable to the great

body of the people is one of the most essential elements

of fitness for public station.
" So great is the solicitude of His Majesty to take

the most effectual security against the occurrence of

any abuse in the distribution of His patronage, that

He has commanded the adoption of arrangements

designed to elicit a far more particular account than

heretofore, of the exercise of this part of His dele-

gated authority in Lower Canada
;
and He has been

further pleased to direct that all offices in His gift, of

which the emoluments shall exceed a stated sum, shall

n t be granted, except under the piiblic seal of the Pro-

vince, in pursuance of warrants to be issued for that

purpose by His Majesty.
"
Complaint is also made that incompatible offices

are in some cases held by the same person. In

whatsoever degree this grievance may be found to

exist, His Majesty has signified to me his expecta-
tion that it should be completely remedied. Com-

mencing with the highest, I have formed the opinion
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that it is neither right nor consistent with the whole-

some separation and independence of the principal
bodies of the Government, and with the dignity of their

members, that out of the limited number of Execu-
tive Councillors in this Province, several should hold

offices under the Legislative^ Council and House of

Assembly. I desire, however, that it may be under-

stood that no dissatisfaction with the conduct of the

members of the Executive Council, nor any mark
whatever of His Majesty's displeasure is intended to

be conveyed. The immediate retirement of those

gentlemen who prefer to retain their appointments
under the Legislative body, might embarrass or in-

terrupt the proceedings of the Court of Appeals, but
I felt it my duty to impart to them the conclusion

to which my mind had come : I shall communicate
the same opinion to the proper authorities at home,
and I entertain no doubt that as soon as their places
can be supplied, according to the forms prescribed

by law, effect will be given to the wish they have

expressed to relinquish their seats in the Executive

Council. My views are not limited to these cases.

No union of incompatible or incongruous offices

will be willingly acquiesced in by me : but I wish

to be understood as speaking of offices of which the

duties cannot conveniently or with propriety be dis-

charged by the same person. In some instances,
the division of offices is merely nominal, and the du-

ties are more conveniently discharged by one person,
than they could be by two. In other instances, the

salary of the office is so small, or its duties so seldom
called for, that without a union with some other,
the employment could only be made acceptable to a

competent person by an increase of emolument.
" It is stated as a grievance that the Government

has at various times refused to give the Legislature
access to accounts, and other documents, which were

necessary for the prosecution of its enquiries, and
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that the Executive has not in all cases communicated
when requested, the despatches which have passed
between the Colonial Department and the local

Government. His Majesty's Government fears that

the Assembly may have been exposed to some in-

convenience from this source. The rule which I am
instructed to follow, is* a freedom from all unneces-

sary reserve
;
I am commanded to withhold no in-

formation from the Provincial Legislature which can

be comumnciated without a violation of confidence,
of special detriment to the public service; and in

particular, I am to offer you the fullest assistance in

investigating every thing connected with the revenue

and with finance. There is scarcely any document
within the power of the Government, which it will

not always be willing to lay before you, except those

confidential communications with the authorities at

home, or with its own officers here, which, it is ob-

vious could not be made public in all cases and at

all seasons, without extreme inconvenience. As an
earnest of the sincerity of those intentions, I have

given directions that a copy of the annual return,

generally known as the Blue Book, should in future

be presented to each branch of the Legislature ;
and

since correct information on the statistics of the Pro-

vince is an object of general importance, I invite

your assistance in rendering all returns of this nature

as accurate and as comprehensive as possible.
" The too frequent reservation of bills for the sig-

nification of His Majesty's pleasure, and the delay
in communicating the King's decision upon them, is

a grievance of which His Majesty's Government are

solicitous to prevent the recurrence. I shall con-

sider the power of reserving bills as a right to be

employed not without much caution, nor except on

some evident necessity. His Majesty's Government

also undertake, on their part, to bestow the most

prompt attention on every queston of this nature,
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which may be brought under their notice
;

and es-

pecially, that no measure having for its object the

institution, in the Provinces, of any Colleges or

Schools for the advancement of Christian knowledge
or sound learning, shall hereafter be unnecessarily de-

ferred.
" Connected with this subject, is the lapse of time

which, it is stated, has on various occasions, occur-

red in conveying to the Legislature His Majesty's
answers to their addresses. It is very possible that

delays which all would regret, may have taken place;
in some instances, perhaps, occasioned or prolonged

by circumstances which no activity or zeal in His

Majesty's service could have obviated
;
but His Ma-

jesty takes so deep, and if I may use the expression,
so personal an interest in the affairs of this country,
that His Ministers have received the most unquali-
fied commands to lay before His Majesty, immediately
on its arrival in England, every communication
which either branch of the Legislature may address

to the Throne, and to see that His Majesty's answer

be conveyed to the Province with the utmost possible

despatch.
" There have been several complaints of other

matters; such as of the undue preference of the

English to the French language ;
of improperly

calling on the judges for extra judicial opinions on

matters which might subsequently come before them
for decision; of an interference in the elections of

the representatives of the people, and of other

matters on which I should scarcely have thought it

necessary to make any special observations, because

I can assure you, generally, and without reservation,
that any course of government liable to such impu-
tations would be marked by the displeasure of His

Majesty, and because I rely upon your giving me so

much of your confidence as not to suppose before hand
that I should subject myself in these respects to any just

reproach.
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" With respect, however, to auy undue partiality
to the* English language, it may not be superfluous
to apprise you more explicitly that His Majesty

disapproves, and is desirous to discourage and pre-
vent the adoption of any practice which would de-

prive either class of his subjects of the use, in their

official acts, of that tongue with which early habits

and education may have rendered them most familiar
;

and that if you should deem requisite to pass a law,
for securing both the English and French inhabitants

of this Province against any disadvantage arising
from an undue preference to either language, I

should be prepared willingly to assent to the mea-

sure.
" It has been represented as another grievance

that exorbitant fees have been charged in some of

the public offices. I have not yet been sufficiently

long in the Province to have obtained accurate

information on this subject ;
but I am willing to con-

cur with you in a revision of the fees of every office

in the Province, and in the appointment, should you
think it expedient, of a commission of enquiry for

that purpose. His Majesty has no wish on the

subject, but that the remuneration of all public officers,

from the highest to the lowest, should be so regulated
as to provide for the efficient discharge of the public

service, an object which cannot effectually be secured

without a fair remuneration to the persons employed by
the public.

" I will readily co-operate, if it be desired, with a

Committee of both Houses, or of either House, in an

enquiry not only into certain rules of practice,
made by the Courts of Law,} which, it has been

stated in addresses to the Throne, have exceeded the

just authority of the Judges, but also into the prac-
tice and proceedings of the superior tribunals, with

a view "to rendering them more prompt and method,

ical, and less expensive. I apprehend, however
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that after such an enquiry, it might not be in the

power of the Governor alone to apply any effectual re.

medy ;
and that T should require the concurrence of

both branches of the Provincial Legislature in passing
an act for the purpose.
"The Clergy Reserves are among the most exten-

sive of the subjects adverted to in the complaints
from the Province. The whole question, with a

draft of a bill for the adjustment of the claims of all

parties, has been already submitted to the decision

of the Legislature, but was lost, apparently by some

misapprehension of the intentions of His Majesty's

government. As the best means of removing this

misapprehension, I shall cause to be communicated
without delay, copies of the Earl of Ripon's des-

patches on this subject : and I invite you to resume

the consideration of the proposals which they con-

tain.

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
u To both branches of the Legislature I am au-

thorized to offer my warrants for the payment of

their contingent expenses. I have received the

commands of our most gracious Sovereign to acquaint

you that His Majesty is disposed to place under the

control of the Representatives of the people all pub-
lic monies payable to His Majesty or to His Officers,

in this Province, whether arising from taxes or from

any other Canadian source, but that this cession can-

not be made except on conditions which must be

most maturely weighed, and that to arrange such

conditions for your consideration, is one of the prin-

cipal objects of the Commission with which it has

pleased His Majesty to charge myself and my col-

leagues.
Our enquiries into this subject shall be pursued

with unceasing diligence, and the result shall be sub-

mitted with all practical speed to His Majesty's
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in the ensuing year, I shall be able to lay before you
proposals for a satisfactory and conclusive arrange-
ment .

" I have desired that the accounts which are ne-

cessary to show the financial state of the Province,
with an estimate for the current year, should be sub-

mitted to you as soon as possible, and every expla-
nation respecting them, which it may be in my
power to afford, shall be furnished without reserve.

The accounts show the large arrears that are now
due for salaries to public officers*, and for the other

ordinary expenditure of the Government, and I ear-

nestly request of you to pass such votes as may effect

the liquidation of these arrears, and provide for the

maintenance of the public servants, pending the

enquiry by the Commissioners to which I have al-

luded.
" Should you place the Government in this posi-

tion, I am authorized to engage that no part of the

surplus proceeds of the Crown Revenues which may
accrue beyond the charges to which they are at present

permanently, liable, shall, in the interval of the Com-
missioners' enquiry be applied to any purpose whatever,
unless with your assent.

" As connected with the subject of arrears, I am
further commanded to ask of you the repayment to

the military chest, of the sums advanced under the

sanction of His Majesty's government to meet the

pressing exigencies 'of the public service. This

advance was exclusively made from British funds,
for the purpose of avoiding any undue interference

with the revenue falling under the control of the

Assembly, and with a strong persuasion that it would
not prejudice the satisfactory adjustment of any of

the questions at issue between His Majesty's govern-
ment and the House of Assembly. However the

measure may have been subsequently understood,
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such were the feelings with which it was adopted.
It is obvious that this application does not call on

you to grant the smallest amount more than would
have been required if there had been no advance.

His Majesty therefore hopes, that an issue made in

reliance on the just and liberal feelings of the House
of Assembly, and designed for no other purpose than

to prevent a highly inconvenient interruption of the

general business of the Province, will be cheerfully

repaid.
" In the absence of any legal provision for the

purpose, I took on myself the responsibility of continu-

ing the Quarantine Establishment, at Grosse Isle, on
the same footing as I found it, relying on your liberality
to make good an expenditure thus incurred, solely for

the public advantage.
"I am happy to state that the Establishment was

closed at an earlier period than usual, in conse-

quence of there having been, for several weeks pre-

viously, no sick of any description in the Hospital.
I avail myself of this opportunity to suggest to you
the expediency of indemnifying the proprietor of

the Island, for its past occupation in the public service,

and of enabling the Government to obtain possession of

it, should the continuance, there, of a Quarantine Sta-

tion be deemed advisable.
" I have to announce that the suit instituted by

the Crown against the last .Receiver General for re-

payment of the debt due to the Province has been

brought to a termination, which makes the estate of

the defendant applicable to the satisfaction of the

demands of the Province. I may also announce to

you that the party against whom the adjudgment has

been given, has come to the determination to relinquish
his seat in the Legislature of the Province, and to

abstain from the exercise of all rights and privileges at-

tached to it.



" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" In requesting your attention to such useful Sta-

tutes as may have recently expired, I beg to recom-

mend to your more immediate notice, one, the ex-

piration of which has affected the system of strict

reciprocity requisite to be maintained in our com-

mercial intercourse with the United State. I allude

to the Act passed in the 4th year of the Reign of

His present Majesty, entitled,
" An Act to continue

for a limited time, and to amend certain Acts there-

in mentioned, relating to the collection of the

Revenue at the several inland ports of the Pro-

vince." I would also recommend to your considera-

tion the whole question of prisons, and prison dis-

cipline, and the expediency of adopting some more ef-

fectual methods than at present exist, for repressing

crime, which, I regret to say, appears to be on the in-

crease in the Province.
" Of the Commission of which I have spoken to

you, it will be the first and most urgent duty to pre-

pare with deliberation and the utmost care, and yet
without delay, the heads of a Bill for the giving up
to the appropriation of the House of Assembly, the

net proceeds of the hereditary revenue, and to pre-

pare it in 'such a form that it may be acceptable to

the various authorities, whose sanction it may re-

quire, or under whose cognisance it may come. In

what form precisely this important concession may
be finally made, it would now be out of place to

discuss
;

but it will be necessary that two points
should be secured, First, that the management
of the sources of that revenue of which the pro-

ceeds ure to be appropriated by the House of

Assembly, should be reserved to Officers of the

Crown, whose accounts will be open to the inspection
of the Legislature of the Province. Secondly, that
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a provision should be made for the support of the

Executive government and for the salaries of the

Judges by an adequate civil list.

'' The much agitated questions respecting the

tenures of land and the registry of titles, and all the

complicated considerations connected therewith, will

also form a subject for the review of the Commis-
sioners

;
and they are directed to make a complete

investigation of the conflicting claims of the Crown
and of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, within the

Seigniory of Montreal what constitution and course

of proceedings would be most advantageous for the

Executive Council what system for the general
education of the people how the collection and

apportionment between the two Provinces of the

duties of Customs, levied within the waters of the

St. Lawrence, may be best arranged, and what

principal ought hereafter to be taken as a guide in

granting or refusing to companies or associations any
powers to be exercised, or privileges or capacities

'

to be enjoyed within the Province, are also questions
on which the Commissioners must report to the

Crown.
" There are still graver matters which have been

made the grounds of petition to His Majesty, and

respecting which the Commissioners are not pre-
cluded from entering into an enquiry. But it would
be painful to speak here of dissention between
the two Legislative bodies whom I address, or to re-

capitulate the faults which have been found with the

constitution of either body by the other. Let me
invite you rather to follow that example of forbear-

ance, moderation, and mutual respect, which, not-

withstanding their differences of opinion, has been

recently exhibited by the two Houses of the Im-

perial Parliament. The moment, as it seems to me,
is a great opportunity for good or for evil. Let me
entreat of you that it may not be lost or thrown
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away. Lower Canada is divided by two parties, and
each of them appears to be agitated by apprehen-
sions, which, I trust, are exaggerated, To the

Canadians of French origin I would say, do not fear

that there is any design to disturb the form of

society under which you have so long been content-

ed and prosperous. However different from those

of her colonists in other parts of the world, Eng-
land cannot but admire the social arrangements by
which a number of enterprising colonists have grown
into a good, religious, and happy race of agricultu-

rists, remarkable for the domestic virtues, for a

cheerful endurance of labour aud privations, and
for alertness and bravery in war. There is no

thought of endeavoring to break up a system which
sustains a dense rural population, without the exis-

tence of any class of poor. England will protect
and foster the benevolent, active and pious priest-

hood, under whose care, and by whose examples, so

much of order, of good conduct and of tranquil bliss

is created, preserved and handed down from gener-
ation to generation.
"Of the British, and .especially of the commercial

classes, I would ask, is it possible you should suppose
that there can be any design to sacrifice your inter-

ests, when it is clear to all the world that commerce

is one of the main supports to the British system of

finance; that without it the wonderful fabric of

British power and dominion would crumble into

dust, and that it is especially the object and purpose
for which at a vast expense the mighty colonies of

England are maintained in every quarter of the

globe ? Rely upon it, that the great and powerful

country from whence you have removed yourselves
to these shores, will not abandon here the policy
which has established the prosperity of her people
in every other region ;

and that a Government of

which constancy and good faith are the main ele-
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ments of power, will not fail to sustain in this por-
tion of the Empire the spirit of that Constitution,
which has so long been held out as a boon to its

natives, and an inducement to the settlers who have

embarked in their enterprise, their wealth and their

hopes of individual happiness.
" In a declaration put forth by many among you,

who inhabit this city,
I have seen the following ob-

jects enumerated : First, to obtain for persons of

British and Irish origin and others, His Majesty's

subjects, laboring under the same privation of com-
mon rights, a fair and reasonable proportion of the

Representation in the Provincial Assembly. Second-

ly, to obtain such a form in the system of Judicature,
and the administration of Justice as may adept them
to the present state of the Province. Thirdly, to ob-

tain such a composition of the Executive Council,
as may impart to it the efficiency and weight which it

ought to possess : Fourthly, to resist any appointment
of Members of the Legislative Council otherwise

than by the Crown, but subject to such regulations
as may ensure the appointment of fit persons ;

Fifth-

ly, to use every effort to maintain the connection of

this Colony with the parent state, a just subordin-

ation to its authority ;
and Sixthly, to assist in pre-

serving and maintaining peaee and good order

throughout the Province, and ensuring the equal

rights of His Majesty's subjects of all classes. If

these objects are indeed all that are desired by the

whole commercial interest, I trust it will be satis-

factory to those who aim at them to know, that there

is not one of them which is not strictly within the

line of duty of the King's Commissioners to take

into consideration, to receive respecting them the

fullest evidence and information which may be

offered, and finally to submit to our Gracious Sovereign
and His Ministers their important and well weighed
conclusions .
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" In the mean while, to the Canadians, both of
French and British origin, and every class and

description, I would say, consider the blessings you
might enjoy, and the favored situation in which, but
for your own dissention, you would find yourselves
to be placed. The offsprings of the two foremost

nations of mankind, you hold a vast and beautiful

country, a fertile soil, a healthy climate
;

and the

noblest river in the world makes your most remote

city a port for ships of the sea. Your revenue is

triple the amount of your expenditure for the or-

dinary purposes of Government
; you have no direct

taxes no public debt no poor who require any
aid than the natural impulses of charity. If you
extend your views beyond the land in which you
dwell, you find that you are joint inheritors of the

splendid patrimony of the British Empire, which

constitutes you, in the best sense of the term, citizens

of the world, and gives you a home on every con-

tinent and in every ocean of the globe. There are

two paths open to you. By the one you may ad-

vance to the enjoyment of all the advantages which

lie in prospect before you ; by the other I will not

say more than you will stop short' of these, and will

engage yourselves and those who have no other ob-

ject than your prosperity, in darker and more difficult

courses.

A Bill wns introduced immediately after delivery
of the above, for the appointment of an Agent for the

Province, in England, (Mr. Roebuck being the man,)
and passed by the Assembly, as if to signalize their

disregard of the Commission just announced from the

Throne, which, by the remarks that already had
fallen from different members, it was now apparent

they were determined not to recognize the mission

of the Commissioners, not being, it was said,
" au-
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thorized by the Lords and Commons of Great

Britian,"
" On the 2nd November, and before the answer to

the Governor's speech was agreed upon, an address

to His Excellency, on motion of Mr. O'Callagham
was voted, praying him to inform the House whe-

ther he had any instructions from His Majesty's

ministers, on the subject of the complaints preferred

against Judge Gale, and that he would give the

House copies of all the documents he might have in

his possession relating to his case. The following de-

bates took place on the subject :

" Mr. Vanfelson, addressing the Speaker, ex--

pressed his belief that it was not the practice of that

House to address the Executive on any subject be-

fore the address in answer to the speech had been

presented, and that reason alone he thought would
be sufficient to induce the hon. member to with-

draw his motion
;
but if that was not sufficient, there

were yet stronger reasons why he should do so
;
for

he would ask, was it prudent at this moment to pre-
sent an address of that sort ? The head of the Exe-
cutive told us in his opening speech that he would
do all in his power to enquire into all grievances and

apply remedies to them. According to his view,

therefore, to adopt the course now proposed, would
be plainly to declare that the House had no confi-

dence in an administration which had promised to

look into the state of the country with alacrity and

diligence ;
it would

'

be to paralyze before it could go
intD effect, the enquiry about to be undertaken by
the Royal Commissioners; it was depriving the pre-
sent administration of the opportunity which it had
a right to expect would be afforded to it of doing

good. The hon. member from Yamaska (Mr. O'Cal-

langhan) has told us, that he believed the Gover-
nor in Chief to be a man of perfect integrity, and

ready to render justice where justice was due why
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then, should they not wait? If the Executive has

any instructions in regard to Judge Gale, they will,

no doubt, shortly be communicated to the House.
He would therefore say, that in his opinion, the

manner of proceeding adopted by the hon. member
was unparliamentary; but supposing even that it

was in rule, there are considerations which ought to

restrain us from acting with precipitation. He was

entirely in favor of the object of this address, but

thought it was too soon to present it,and a delay of two
or three days would be immaterial.

" Mr. Berthelot rose and expressed his surprise at

what had fallen from the hon. member who last

spoke. Was an hon. member to be prevented from

bringing forward a measure tending to the correction

of a grievance, because the House had not yet replied
to the speech ? Was that sound logic ? He entertained

hopes that the Commission would do them justice,
but he could not think that it would indicate any
distrust of .their good intentions, if they asked the

Executive to communicate to them documents in

which they were so deeply interested. The speech
took no notice of that part of their complaint ;

it

was therefore necessaryto remind the Chief of the Com-
mission that it had been overlooked.

" Mr. Lafbntaine. Similar motions had been

brought forward every Session
;
and besides the hon-

orable member for Yamaska (Mr. O'Callaghan)
had said that he did not desire to present it to the

Executive, until after the House had delivered its

address in answer to the speech. They were told

that the new Governor would redress theii- griev-
ances. He, however, did not see that the Ninety-
two Resolutions needed any such enquiry. The

Assembly had complained, and their complaints
were not made without sufficient grounds. All the

members knew that the evils they complained of

were real. To say that the Ninety-two Rosolu-
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tions needed to be looked into, would be to admit

that they had been hastily passed, and without hav-

ing been duly weighed and considered, which was
far from being the case. The question did not re-

gard a new Governor, or one person more than ano-

ther
;
the matter before them was the correction of a

vicious system which must be amended it was not

a question of persons, but of principles. It was of

little consequence who governed, provided these

evils no longer existed
; by keeping that object steadily

in view they would avoid all risk of involving them-

selves in contradiction.
" Mr. Gugy thought that by adopting the present

motion, they would create a needless difference be-

tween the House and the Executive, and the more need-

less because a little delay would occasion no inconveni-

ence. Besides he did not think that the charges

brought against Mr. Gale were of a nature to cause the

removal of that gentleman from the Bench. He should

therefore vote against the motion, not on account of dis-

senting as to the time or form, but that he thought it

altogether uncalled for.
" Mr. Kodier differed altogether from the hon.

members who had spoken. The hon. member for the

Lower Town of Quebec, (Mr. Vanfelson,) had said

that he considered the motion of the hon. member
for Yamaska, (Mr. O'Callaghan,) as premature, and

gave as a reason that there was now a Commission
instructed to enquire into their grievances, and that

it was proper to answer the speech of the Governor
in Chief, before they presented any other address to

His Excellency. Another hon. member had said

that the motion before them would have the effect of

provoking the attention of the Noble Commissioners.
These hon. members, to judge by their speeches,
would invest the Commissioners with an official cha-

racter in opposition to the Assembly. This impres-
sion he desired to remove. That House had nothing
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in common with .the Commission. It acknowledged,
as it was bound to do, the authority of the Governor,
but not that of the Commissioners. Our grievances
are not of recent birth, they are known, and have too

long weighed upon the people. The appointment of

Judge <rale was a grievance. Mr. Spring Rice had
himself promised, had he remained in office, to refuse

his sanction to that nomination. The application pro-

posed by the hon. member for Yamaska could not dis-

please Lord Gosford, for His Excellency could not in

the limits of an opening Speech embrace all their griev-
ances

;
His Lordship had, however, promised the House

the communication of all documents in his possession

relating to them, and, therefore, they would show no

distrust of his promise by asking him specially for the

papers relative to the appointment of Judge Gale.
u Dr. Kimber would observe, that the appoint-

ment of Mr. Justice Gale, to act in the place of Mr.
Justice Vallieres, at Three Rivers, was a proof that

the Executive had paid no great attention to that part
of their grievances.

" The motion was then put and adopted by a majority
of 49 to 8."

Jn reply to the address, the Governor said:

"
Gentlemen, I request you to acquaint the House

of Assembly that I have not received any instruction

from His Majesty's Ministers on the subject of the

complaint of the House mentioned in this Address,
and that I shall cause to be conveyed to the House,
without delay, copies of all such communications and

despatches asked for in this Address as are within my
reach, relating to the nomination of Samuel Gale, Esq.,
to be one of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench
for the District of Montreal."

The appointment of Mr. Gale by Lord Aylmer to

the Bench of Montreal, was sustained by the Home
Government. A part of the correspondence relating
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to this gentleman, between the Governor and Colonial

Secretary, is given below.*

The draft of an address in answer to the Speech
from the Throne having been prepared by a select

Committee and reported, the House resolved itself

* Downing Street, 28th February, 1835.

My Lord, Having perused your private letter to Mr. Hay, of

the 23rdultimo,referring to Mr. Spring Rice's despatch of the

llth November, 1834, on the subject of Mr. Gale's appoint-
ment to a seat on the bench at Montreal, I cannot hesitate to

acknowledge that the reasons urged by Your Lordship for the

confirmation of Mr. Gale are conclusive
;
and I have the sat-

isfaction to acquaint you that his Majesty has been pleased

accordingly to approve of this appointment. Your Lordship
has not indeed answered specificially that part of my prede-
cessor's speech, of the llth November, which related to the

place of Mr. Gale's birth
;
but the general nature of your

communication seems sufficient to indicate that this gentle-
man cannot be laboring under any disqualification as an alien.

However desirable it may be that the selections for the

bench in Canada should at all times be free from political bias,
or undue partiality towards either of the prevailing parties
in the Province, yet I am so fully alive to the difficulties

which must occur in the execution of the plan pointed out by
my predecessor, that I cannot venture to anticipate its success

upon trial, nor consequently to instruct you upon it.

I shall confine myself therefore to the expression of my
conviction, that when any future occasion may arise for re-

commending an appointment of this kind, Your Lordship
will weigh with the most scrupulous anziety, the claims of

those who may be considered as the fitting candidates, and
that you will not allow any circumstances to interfere with
the fair pretensions of the French Canadian portion of the

Bar, whenever they can be satisfactorily supported.
I have, &c.,

(Signed,) ABERDEEN.
Lieut. General Lord Aylmer, K. C.B., kc., &c., &c,

Extract from a despatch from Lieutenant General Lord
Aylmer, to the Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
dated Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 18th March, 1835.
The House of Assembly next complain "that even the sac-

' red character of justice has recently polluted in its source,
'

by the appointing to the high office of Judge, for the District
' of Montreal, a man who was a violent and decided partizan
of the administration of the Earl of Dalhousie, and the de-
clared enemy of the laws which he is bound to administer."
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into committee of the whole to deliberate upon it.

All notice of the commission being avoided in it, an

amendment was proposed to the following effect:

We consider it a proof of the wisdom and magnanimitywith
which his Majesty has listened to our complaints, that aCom-
mission,ofwhichYourExcellency is the head, has been appoint-
ed for the purpose of enquiring fully, and upon the spot, into

the complaints which have been made, and we confidently

hope that the conclusions to which the Commissioners will

come, and the final result of their labors will be satisfactory
to all classes of his Majesty's subjects."

This however was negatived. Mr. Papineau declaim-

6d at great length and with much warmth on the pro-

posed amendment.

"The appointment above alluded to ,is evidently that of Mr.
Gale to be Puisne Judge for the District of Montreal ;

and
the charge of the Assembly, that he is the declared enemy of

the laws he is bound to administer, is one of so great import-
ance, considering the high judicial situation of the accused

party, that it may be presumed the Assembly will follow it

up be a more formal proceeding directed against Mr. Gale,

individually, in which case, an opportunity will be afforded

him of defending his own character.
I will therefore only remark, with reference to the appoint-

ment of Mr. Gale, that he is indebted for tt to his own char-

acter for integrity and professional knowledge, and to the re-

commendation of a gentleman holding one of the highest
judicial appointments in the Province, and who himself is

universally respected.
For the rest, the political opinions entertained by Mr. Gale,

whatever those may be, have never been brought under my
notice in the course of my administration by any act or pro-

ceeding of his
;
and it did not appear to me either necessary,

or proper, when the question of appointing him to a seat on
the bench was under my consideration, to refer to political
controversies long past, and upon the merits of which a great
diversity of opinion prevails in the Province.

CASTLB OF ST. LEWIS, Quebec, May 7, 1835.

MY LORD, With reference to your Lordship's despatch
of the 28th of February, acquainting me that his Majesty
has been graciously pleased to approve of the appoint-
ment of Mr. Gale to a seat on the bench' as Puisne

Judge in the District of Montreal, I have now the

honor of informing Your Lordship with reference to
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He considered he said the appointment of the Com-
missioners an insult to the House, it cast a doubt upon
the representations which had been gravely and delibe-

rately made by that body in their petitions to the King
and to the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament. If

information was wanted on the grievances of the peo-

ple, the House was the proper channel through which
it was to be obtained, and to seek it by any other was

degrading and iusnlting to the representative branch.

The act which gave a Constitution to Canada, he said

had been referred to as a boon for which the Canadians

ought .to be grateful. He saw no cause for gratitude; it

had conferred no favor on any class of His Majesty's

subjects. Those who were of British birth enjoyed all

that it conferred as their patrimony and those who

an observation of Mr Spring Rice, in relation to the place of
Mr. Gale's birth, contained in his despatch of the llth Nov-
ember, 1834, that Mr. Gale was born in East Florida, when
that country formed part of the British dominions, that he
is therefore to all intents and purposes a British subject. I

am likewise informed that Mr. Gale's father rendered very
essential services to the British government, and that he was
employed as Civil Secretary to General Prescott, when Gover-
nor of this Provirce.

I am truly desirous that YourLordship should be persuaded
ofmy solicitude' when recommending appointments to judicial
situations, to weigh with the most scrupulous anxiety the

claims of those who may be considered as the fitting can-
didates

;
and I can assure Your Lordship that my own views

are in pertect accordance with Your Lordship's injunctions,
not to allow any circumstances to interfere with the fair

pretensions of the French Canadian portion of the Bar, when-
ever they can be satisfactorily supported.
The judicial and other le%al appointments made during my

administration of the Government, will fully bear me out in

this assurance; and I would further take leave to draw Your
Lordship's attention to the fact that since the date of the

report of the Canada Committee of 1828, four gentlemen have
been raised to the bench in this Province, and that Mr. Gale
is the only one of those lour not of French origin: the other

three, Messrs. Valliers de St. Real, Rolland and Panet, are
all French Canadians. I have, &c

,

[Signed,] AYLMER.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T., &c., &c., &c.
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had been the subjects ofFrance acquired the same rights
on giving their allegiance to the new possessors of the

soil, and becoming themselves British subjects.
The Commissioners, he asserted, had no constitution-

al or legal powers vested in them. They might, to be

sure, draw up a report and submit it to His Majesty's

government ;
if it coincided with the declared wishes of

the House, who were competent also to report, well and

good, there would be no harm done, but their work
would be superfluous ; for, if they differed from what the

Assembly advanced, they might be assured that that

body would not recede one iota from what it had de-

manded, but would force its claims to the utmost.

The address being delivered by the Assembly, His

Excellency thanked them for it, and especially for
" the

flattering and kind manner in which they had spoken of

himself/' " It will," he added,
" be my constant study

to adhere faithfully to the line of conduct which I stated

to you at the opening of this session, and I shall feel

truly rejoiced to find that course promote the good un-

derstanding which it is desirable to see re-established in

this Province."

These preliminaries being over, His Excellency sent

down. (9th November) a statement of arrears amount-

ing to 105,098, due for the service of the Civil Govern-

ment, on the 10th Oct. last, exclusive of the advance of

30,519, from the military chest, making in all 135,-

617, sterling, expressing his confidence that " the As-

sembly would see the necessity of pi-oceeding without de-

lay to a consideration of this
parjfc

of the public accounts.'

An address was voted at this sitting to His Excellency,
for an advance of 22,000, as well to pay off arrears due

by the Assembly as towards defraying the contingencies
of the present session. To this he answered that, in

conformity to what he had stated in his speech at the

opening of the session, on the subject of the contin-

gencies, he cheerfully acceeded to the prayer of the ad-

dress.
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It has been observed that in 1832, the revenues

arising from the Jesuits' Estates were liberally given

up by the Crown, and appropriated by act of the

Legislature to the purposes of education generally.
The building in the City of Quebec, formerly
the College of that body had, however, as before the

act, remained since the extinction of the order,
in the occupation of the military as a barrack. The

Assembly very early in the session sent up an address

to the Governor requesting
" communication of all

such further information as he may have received from

His Majesty's government, on the subject of the pro-

longed occupation of the Jesuits' College in Quebec, by
His Majesty's troops as barracks."

To this he answered, that he had received His

Majesty's commands to inform the House, that His

Majesty was anxious that these buildings should be

restored as promptly as possible to their original use,

and that this measure should not be .delayed a day
after other and adequate provision should be made
for the accommodation of the troops."

" It is," he

added,
"
scarcely necessary to remark, that the pro-

posal made in the address of the Governor in Chief

on the opening of the session, to place under the

control of the representatives of the people all the

sources of local revenue, will deprive His Majesty of

the means of providing for this object. As soon

therefore as suitable barracks for the troops shall be

provided, the Board of Ordnance will immediately
issue the necessary instructions for evacuating the

buildings in question." His Excellency's message
was referred to a committee,

" with an instruction

to ascertain the actual value of the College and the

ground attached to it, and also the annual revenue

which might have been derived from the same during
each period of ten years, between the present time

and that at which they were first taken possession of

by the military authorities;" and here the matter rest-
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ed, the Committee not having made any report. It was

thought hy many that the determination expressed in

this message to retain the late College as a barrack,

until other barracks of equal capacity were built at the

provincial expense, (if the message were to be so un-

derstood,) did not correspond with the liberality which

the Government had recently shown with respect to the

other property of the late order of Jesuits. The erec-

tion of fortifications and places of accommodation for the

Forces serving in the country, had hitherto been defray-
ed from the Imperial Treasury, and the present proposi-
tion bore, it was said, in appearance, an ungracious step
to compel the Province to contribute towards the ex-

penses of those works which belong to, and properly

ought to be at the cost of, the Empire.
It being likely that the Bill passed by the Assembly

for appointing Mr. Roebuck, Agent for the Province,
would be thrown out by the Legislative Council, the

House adopted a series of resolutions with respect to this

gentleman, justifying him in the position he had assum-

ed on behalf of the Province, in a correspondence with

Sir George Grey, who had questioned the accuracy of

some of his statements, as well as his authority for mak-

ing them.*

Resolved, That this House has learned with regret, that
in consequence of representations made to the High* Hon.
Lord Glenelg, dated 5th June last, by John ArthurJRoebuck,
Esquire, Agent of this House in England, and accompanied by
various explanation^ thereof, His Majesty's Secretary of State

has, by letter of Sir George Grey, dated the llth of same
month, raised objections as to the powers possessed by the

said Agent to expose aad explain the proceedings of this

House, its interests and sentiments, as well as those of the

people ot this Province, in such a manner as he should feel

himself authorized to do by the powers conferred on him by
the Assembly and its votes.

Resolved, That the opinion whereby the Agent of this

House, in England, is considered merely the simple bearer of

official communications between the House of Asembly and
the Colonial Office, would leave the House nearly in the same

position
as if it had no other channel of communication but

the Governor of the Colony ;
that in the case in question the
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Agent of this House was warranted by the resolutions of the

Assembly which authorised him "
tr> represent to His Majesty's

government the interests and sentiments of the inhabitants,
of this Province, and support the petitions of -this House to

His Majesty and to both Houses of Parliament," and by the

other proceedings of this House to make the representations
and to give the explanations contained in the minute of

conference, dated 5th June last, that the said Agent was

fully borne out in his answer to the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg,
dated 17th June last, which contains a direct exposition of

the right of this House to be heard before His Majesty's
government and of its opinions on the circumstances and meas-
ures of the time. .

Resolved That the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire,was
fully authorized, by the proceedings of this House ofAssembly,
lay down, as he has done, as the basis of harmony and good
understanding within this Province, and of confidence in the
administrative or other measures to be adopted by His Majes-
ty's government, and the Constitntional Reform, by means of
election of the Legislative Council; the entire control by the
House ofAssembly of the public revenues of the Province,
and of the salaries of public functionaries therein

;
the repeal

of the obnoxious acts passed by the Parliament of the United

Kingdom, wherein the latter legislated lor the internal govern-
ment of this Province; the abolition of undue privileges foun-
ded on the said acts; and the redress of abuses existing in
the Courts, in consequence of the appointment of improper
persons to the bench.

Resolved, That this House has the greatest confidence in

the talents and zeal of the said John Arthur Roebuck, Es-

quire, and in the rectitude of his proceedings; and that this

House request him to continue to the people of this Conntry
and their Representatives, those services which have deser-

vedly ensured to him the warm gratitude of the inhabitants
of this Province.

Resolved, Tbat it is the opinion of this Committee that in
the event of the Bill passed by this House on the 3rd of No-
vember inst., appointing the said John Arthur Roebuck, Es-

quire, Agent for this Province, not becoming a law Ihe said
John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, be requested as A gent of this

House, to represent to His Majesty's government, the interests
and sentiments of the inhabitants of this Province, and to

support the petitions of this House to His Majesty, and to both
Houses of Parliiment.

Resolved, Tbat it is the opinion of thfs Committee, that
in case the said Bill should not become a law it is right that
the clerk of this House should pay to the said John Arthur
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Roebuck, Esquire, or to his order, out of the monies appro-
priated for the contingent expenses of this House, a sum not

exceeding six hundred pound3,sterling, annually,to indemnify
him for his care and services in his said quality of Agent; and
that the said clerk be in like manner authorized to advance
to the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, a sum not exceed-

ing five hundred pounds sterling, for one year, to meet his

disbursements and contingent expenses in his said quality, of

which said disbnrsemehts aud expenses an account shall be
rendered to this House every six months. Yeas 53

; Nays 6.

"The Quebec Mercury" of the 14<th November
remarks on this subject :

" The Legislative Council yesterday threw out the

Agent's Bill, the Committee of the House, on rising,

having been refused leave to sit again. The objection
was to the nomination of Mr. Roebuck, the majority
of the members feeling that they could not, without

compromising their respectability, hold intercourse,

with a man who had declared that body a nuisance.

In the debates that arose in the House of Assem-

bly on this matter, as they were published, Mr.

Papineau is represented as having said that he was
a republican, and hoped with all his heart that the

time would yet arrive when the emissaries of repub-
lican America would organize republics in Europe."

The "Canadian," a journal then in the interests

of Mr. Papineau gave another version, according to

which he was made to say that " the time had gone

by when Europe could give monarchies to America
;

on the contrary an epoch was approaching when
America would in its turn give republics to Europe."
Time alone can verify how far Mr. P. was in error or

correct.

Among the addresses voted shortly after the open-

ing of the session by the Assembly, there was one re-

questing copies of all legal opinions from time to time

given by the Crown Officers to the Executive, with

regard to the interpretation and execution of an act
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or ordinary relating to the building or repairing of

churches, parsonage houses and church yards. To this

His Excellency answered :

"With respect to the copies of legal opinions
mentioned in the address, I request you to inform

the House of Assembly, that, although in the pre-
sent instance the opinions in question may not con-

tain any matter that would render their publicity

inexpedient, it would be obviously inconvenient to

depart from the principle established for the public

advantage, that the communications which the confi-

dential Officers of the Crown are called upon to submit

for the consideration of the Executive should, except in

peculiar cases, be held sacred. A breach of confidence

in this respect must tend to deprive the Government of

the full and unreserved assistance of its legal and con-

stitutional advisers, and thereby eventually produce a

pernicious effect on the efficient administration of the

public service.
" Under this impression, which is in accordance with

the principles I announced in my address at the com-

mencement of the session, I must, though reluctantly,

decline to furnish this part ofthe information prayed for.

The public accounts with the usual statements of the

revenue and expenditure of the preceding year were

laid before the Assembly early in the session, and with

them the estimates for the current year, His Excellency

expressing by message his confident reliance upon the

liberality of the Assembly for the necessary supplies.*

By the Public Accounts, laid before the Assembly, it ap-
peared that the gross amount of revenue for the year ended
the 10th October, 1835, was 205,910 sterling, leaving to
Lower Canada, after deducting 54,876 due to Upper Canada
as its proportion, together with 7,327 for collection, and
several small items for commission on incidents, drawbacks,
&c., a net revenue of 140,747. The net increase arising
from duties under the Imperial Act, 14 Geo. III., which for
the year 1792 did not omount to 5,000, [see vol. l.page
152,] now exceeded 50,000. The Casual and Territorial
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the other usual Standing Committees had been revived

with the session, was on motion of Dr. O'Callaghan in-

structed " to cnquire-into the proceedings," (the result

whereof had been laid last session, by message from
Lord Aylmer, before the Assembly as already mention-

ed,)
"
adopted by either house of the Imperial Parlia-

ment, relative to the petitions addressed by this House
and by the people of this Province to His Majesty, and
the said Parliament, in the year 1834, on the state of

the Province." These were the petitions framed on

the 92 resolutions.*

The menacing attitude assumed by the Assembly, and
tho hostile language used by members in the debates

daily occurring in it, and seconded by that of their sup-

porters throughout the Province, particularly in the

District of Montreal, afforded just cause of alarm to the

loyal population, who, deeming the Government crimin-

ally supine, began seriously to look to their defence in-

dependently of it. The spontaneous formation of a

Volunteer Rifle Corps was proposed at Montreal, and

immediately filled up by young jmen of that city, who,
to legalise the corps, made a tender to the Governor of

their services in case of need.f

Revenue had also from 720 for the former year now increas-
ed to 5,209.* The famous 92 Resolutions have been ascribed to the joint
labours of different members of the Assembly, they were,
however, composed fromfirst-to last by Mr. Papineau.
t
" To His Excellency the Right Honorable Archibald, Earl of

Gosford, &c., &c., &c., Governor in Chief of the Province
of Upper and Lower Canada, &c.

" The Memorial of F. C. T. Arnold!, of Montreal, Doctor of
Medicine ;

Francis Hunter of Montreal, Merchant
;
Robert

Weir, junior, of Montreal, Merchant
;
Aaron P. Hart, of

Montreal, Advocate
;
and Robert McKay, of Montreal,

Gentleman on behalf of themselves and others, His Ma-

jesty's faithful subjects residing in Montreal, respectfully
showeth to Your Excellency :

" That at a meeting of certain of His Majesty's faithful sub-

jects, residing in the City of Montreal, held on the 16th of the
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The offer, however, was declined by the Governor
in chief,* but the organization of the corps never-

theless proceeded, until the appearance of a pro-

present mouth of December, it was unanimouslyresolved, that
it was expedient to form an Association to consist of eight
hundred effective men, to be designated under the appellation
of ' The British Rifle Corps.'
" That the individuals composing the said meeting being

greatly desirous of following a mode of proceeding strictly
constitutional did on the 22nd day ofDecember, unanimously
resolve to memorialize Your Excellency, as ills Majesty's

representative in this Province, to obtain your Excellency's
sanction to the organization of ' The British Rifle Corps.'
Your memorialists further beg leave respectfully to|assnre

Your Excellency, that the sole aim of His Majesty's subjects
who are desirous of organizing themselves as above stated,
and for which object Your Excellency's sanction is solicited,
is to assist, so far as it may be in their power, to preserve
inviolate the connection which exists between Great Britain

and Lower Canada, and to maintain unimpaired the rights
and privileges confirmed to them by the Constitution.

"Wherefore, your memorialists, who were. at the said

meeting appointed to address Your Excellency, on behalf of

His Majesty's said subjects, do most respectfully pray that
Your Excellency will be pleased to sanction the formation
of the British Rifle Corps in Montreal, and also the nomi-
nation of such officers as may be appointed in the said Corps
by those whom Your memorialists now represent.
"And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.''

'Castle of St Lew is, Quebec, 28 December, 1835.

"GENTLEMEN, I have received and laid before the Gov-
ernor in Chief your memorial dated the 22nd instant, in

which, on behalf of yourself and others, you pray the sanc-
tion of His Excellency on the organization of eight hundred
efficient men, in Montreal, under the appellation of the "Bri-
tish Rifle Corps,' for the purpose of assisting as far as it may
be in yourpower,

' to preserve inviolate the connection which
exists between Great Britain and Lower Canada, and to

maintain unimpaired the privileges confirmed to you by the
Constitution.

b I am directed to acquaint you in reply, that the connec-
tion and the rights which you mention, are not considered

by His Excellency to be in danger; and that, if they were,
their safety would be best provided tor by the authority of

Government, and not by the formation, in the time of entire

peace, of an armed corps at the instance of private individuals

Such a measure is calculated not to promote the good purposes
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clamation putting it down took place, upon which
the body dissolve 1 itself. The proclamation declared

the proceedings of the " British Rifle Corps," in Mon-

treal, to he "
unconstitutional and illegal,' and " solemn-

ly warned all His Majesty's leige subjects in this Pro-

vince, to abstain from taking any part therein, and a-

gainst entering into anysuch unauthorized combinations,

whereby they might draw upon themselves the penalties

consequent upon their violation of the law, and upon
the claims which might result from a disturbance of the

peace of this portion of His Majesty's dominions."*

you state you have in view, but on the contrary, to endanger
the public tranquility, which, His Excellency desires me to

assure you he is resolved to maintain against all attempts,
from whatever quarter proceeding, to the full extent of the

powers vested in him by law.
(i I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,

Your most obedient humble servant,
S. WALCOTT, Civil Secretary.

"It was resolved that the Committee should prepare ano-
ther address to His Excellency, stating on what grounds it

was deemed necessary to establ.sb a Rifle Corps in Montreal,
and that in the meantime tho organization of the Corps should

proceed as if no answer had been received from His Excel-

lency. The meeting to take place at Kauntz's, Nelson Hotel,on
Thursday.of which due notice will be given in the newspapers.

The Corps in dissolving itself in obedieuce to theproclama.
tion, caused the following to be presented to Lord Gosford
on the occasion.

"
Whereas, Your Excellency having thought fit, 'by and

with the advice and consent of His Majesty's Executive Coun-

cil,' to suppress, by proclamation, an association in Mon-

treal, under the denomina'ion of the ' British R fle Corps,
we, the late Committee thereof consequently beg to inform
Your Excellency, that immediately on such proclamation
having been known, a spontaneous dissolution of the Corps
was effected.

"Wherefore, it is hoped that Your Excellency, and such of

His Majesty's Executive Council as advised Your Excellency
in the adoption of such a measure, will duly appreciate the

very tolerating and peaceable disposition of the large num-
ber of which the Corps was composed.

" That Your Excellency has misconstrued the avowed deter-

mination of the '

British Rifle Corps' to support and assist in



145

The following resolutions passed, in consequence
of the letter from Mr. Walcott, will explain the rea-

sons assigned for the formation of the Corps and the

exasperation that unhappily existed.
"
Resolved, that this meeting considers it a duty

to express its dissent from the opinion of His Excel-

lency, as conveyed in the answer of Mr. Secretary Wal-

cott, to the memorial of the Committee of the ' British

Rifle Corps,' that the connection between this Colony
and the Mother Country, and our rights and privileges
as British subjects,

' are not in danger.
"
Resolved, that the treasonable language uttered by

the Speaker of the House of Assembly in Committees,
the revolutionary doctrines disseminated by different

Members of the majority of the House of Assembly, and
some members of the Legislative Council, among the

quietly disposed Canadians
;
the perseverance of these

'would-be' republicans to excite a spirit of hatred against
British-born subjects and British interests, and the un-

qualified manner in which they have expressed their de-

termination, to exert themselves to their utmost to ob-

tain the abolition of theLegislative Council and a separa-
tijn from the Mother Country, fully warrant this meet-

ing in dissenting from His Excellency,who considers that

in maintaining the Constitution and British interests in this

Province into acts subversive thereof, and that Your Excel-

lency listened to the sdvice and consent of only such of His

Majesty's Executive Couucil as are avowedly hostile to every
British subject and British interest in the Province, are

suppositions which the line of policy your Excellency has

adopted towards the British Rifle Corps, and the Gallicisms
in your Excellency's proclamation have rendered indubit-
able.

"In conclusion, as Committee-men of the British Rifles . we
must express to your Excellency our regret that the day has
arrived when, in a Colony conquered by British arms, a body
of loyal subjects has been treated as traitors, by a British

Governor, for no other crime than of rousing themselves to

their persons and property, and to assist in maintaining the

rights and privileges granted to them by the Constitution
F. C. T. ARNOLDI, M D., F. HUNTER, R. M'KAT
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the connection and the rights and privileges mentioned

in our memorial, 'are not in danger.'
"
Resolved, that this meeting does not entertain

the slightest doubt that the authority of Government
can provide for the

'

safety, the connection, and the

rights and privileges alluded to
;
and it is in conse-

quence of such conviction, that this meeting sees the

propriety of organizing an efficient body of citizens,

with the view to avert the necessity for the Govern-

ment having to provide for the safety of that connec-

tion and those rights, and to afford a ready and effectu-

al co-operation for their maintenance.
"
Resolved, that this meeting has just grounds for

again differing from His Excellency, when he states

that this is
' a time of entire peace,' inasmuch, as it

is notorious that during the last elections, a great
number of Canadians from the neighbouring parishes,
were induced by the French demagogues to assem-

ble in Montreal, for the purpose of overpowering the

British electors
;

that under the false pretence of

more effectually providing for the safety of the city,

nearly Jive hundred men were illegally added to the

watch by the principal authorities, and under that

guise, this body, commanded by two or three Mem-
bers of the present majority of the House of Assem-

bly, did unprovokedly attack the persons, and des-

troy the property of His Majesty's liege subjects,

and were subsequently remunerated for their ser-

vices, out of the city funds
;

that a respectable and

inoffensive citizen was wantonly attacked, and severe-

ly beaten in his own house, violently dragged thence

and confined during a whole night, by the captain and

others of the watch, and this with impunity.'
"
Resolved, that a certain Member of the House

of Assembly, notorious for his revolutionary principles,

and who has the command of a company, an already

organized Rifle Corps in this city, did, on the 5th May,
1834, address the following circular to the members of

his company :
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"MONDAY, May 5, 1835.
"
SIR, I request your attendance at drill this even-

ing ;
I desire to know on whom I can depend, for

Thursday next
; being a holiday, the company will

turn out to practise firing, and I will award a medal to

the best shot. If you do not show more activity and

zeal for the company, I am afraid it must be dissolved,

to the greatjoy of your political enemies.

Yours, &c., SABREVOIS DE BLEURY.

Captain."
That the political enemies here alluded to are the

English, Irish and Scotch inhabitants of this Pro-

vince, in opposition to those of French Canadian

origin, and that the same individual, on a late occasion,

with a portion of his company under arms, as his

Excellency has been authentically informed, was guilty
of conduc^ universally stigmatised as disgraceful to a

soldier, and tending to a " disturbance of the public

tranquility."
"
Resolved, that the fore-mentioned circumstances

strongly demonstrate the determination which the

revolutionary party has come to, of
trampling

under
foot the liberties of British subjects, and of gaining an

ascendency by physical force.
"
Resolved, that it is deemed expendient for the

better preservation of those rights and privileges,
conferred by the Constitution, to maintain "Hhe posi-
tion already assumed by the British Rifle Corps, and
as it can scarcely be expected that His Lordship will

be pleased to reconsider his reply, and permit the

reorganizing and arming of the Corps, that we proceed
so far as justifiable in the organization and training re-

quisite, so that in emergency our efforts may be the

more prompt and efficient.
"
Resolved, that our Committee draw up a com-

munication and bye-laws for the government of the

Corps, that these resolutions be published in all the

Constitutional papers within this Province, and that



148

a copy be transmitted to Quebec, for the information of
His Excellency the Governor in Chief.

A memorial was addressed to His Excellency in con-

sequence of the above, as follows :

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Archibald,
Earl of Gosford,

The Memorial of Frs. C. T. Arnoldi, of Montreal,
Doctor of Medicine

;
Francis Hunter, of Mon-

treal, Merchant
;
Robert Weir, Junior, of Mon-

treal, Merchant
;
Aaron P. Hart, of Montreal, Ad-

vocate,*and Robert Mackay, of Montreal, Gentleman
on behalf of themselves and others, His Majesty's

faithful subjects.

Respectfully sheweth,
" That your memorialists beg leave respectfully to

acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's reply
to their former memorial of the 23rd ultimo, in

which Your Excellency was pleased to state that the

connection between this Colony and the Mother Coun-

try, and our rights and privileges, as confirmed to us by
the Constitution,

" were not considered by Your Excel-

lency to be in danger."
" That your memorialists have most respectfully to

express, on the part of the body they represent, their

regret that they cannot participate in the opinion so en-

tertained by Your Excellency.
"Thatrin support of the dissent ofyour memorialists

they would beg leave to refer to facts
" That the House of Assembly has repeatedly pro-

claimed a determination to effect a change in the

Constitution of Government established in this Pro-

vince, which cannot be reasonably looked for so long
as the existing form of Government in the British

Empire is preserved, and which, if effected, will in-

evitably cause a speedy separation of the Colony
from the Mother Country. It has not hesitated to

use the threat, that so soon as a*n increase in the

Provincial population will justify the attempt, that
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it shall be made, in order to maintain " the inappreci-
able advantages of self government," should that period
not be anticipated by "seeking elsewhere a remedy,"
for their alleged grievances.

" That the Speaker has, on the floor of the House,

during the present session, declared his resolution to

persevere in certain measures, in order to ensure a

speedy dissolution of the connection between the Colony
and the United Kingdom, and the establishment of Re-

publican institutions in Lower Canada.
" For these reasons, and for frequent invasions of

their rights and privileges by the Assembly, and
other constituted authorities, your memoralists do not

hesitate to assert that machinations are in progress

dangerous to that connection, so happily existing, and
to those rights and privileges which as Britons and the

descendants of Britons, they are resolved to preserve

against all attempts, from whatsoever quarter proceed-

ing, at the sacrifice of their lives.
"

111 would it become your memorialists, and faith-

less would they be to that spirit which distinguishes
the British nation, and which equally characterizes

the population of British descent, spread over North

America, did they not denounce as dangerous and

criminal that delusion which prompts the fragments
of a foreign race, inhabiting a small section of this

Continent, to attempt to erect a distinct power, pro-

fessing a policy and principles hostile to the spirit and

institutions which predominate over that immense terri-

tory.
" Your memorialists would further beg leave to

state, that the British Rifle Corps is composed of men
banded together to promote good purpose, and incapable
of stating anything but their real intentions, that they
shall always be found prompt at the call of their King and

country, eager to defend British institutions, and re-

solved to protect their rights and privileges as the

dearest legacy of their fathers.
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" And your memorialists as in duty bound will every

pray.
The Colonial Secretary, Mr. Spring Rice, had in-

formed Lord Aylrner, by letter of the llth Novem-

ber, 1834i, that a vacancy had occurred in the office

of Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, by the re-

moval of Mr. Kerr, and that in consequence of that

removal he had felt it his duty to suggest to him the

expediency of resigning his seat on the Bench at

Quebec. Mr. Spring Rice observed that he had not

as yet obtained Mr. Kerr's definitive reply, but,

doubted not that his resignation would be given in.

Under these circumstances he requested Lord Aylmer
to provide him with the names of

-
six or more gen-

tlemen, from amongst whom he should endeavour to

select such persons as were best calculated to fill these

important offices, (Judge of the Admiralty and

Judge of the Court of Bang's Bench,) stating it also

to be his desire that the offices held by Mr. Kerr
should be in future severed. " At all times," he

observed in this letter,
" but more particularly at a

moment like the present I feel it of the highest im-

portance that no persons, who can be considered as

strong political partizans, should be placed on the

Bench in Lower Canada. It is of course too much
to expect on the part of men engaged in an active

profession like that of the law, an indifference to

political opinions, but I may perhaps be permitted
to hope, that at the Bar of Canada, individuals may be

found whose demeanor and conduct have been calm and

moderate, and such as not to create any personal indis-

position on the part of the most reasonable portion of

the public.
"
Looking," he continued,

" at the list of Judges
of Lower Canada as it stood before the late events,
I perceive that out of twelve names, there are but
three which bespeak a French origin. I need not

point out to your Lordship the extreme importance
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that in any selection to be made for the Bench, a

complete familiarity with and knowledge of the

French language and of Canadian law, should be con-

sidered as indispensable qualities."

Mr. Spring Rice being shortly after the date of

the alove letter, succeeded in the Colonial office by
the Earl of Aberdeen, Lord Aylmer in a despatch of

23rd January, 1835, to the latter, observes in reference

to the instructions he had received from his predeces-
sor :

" I cannot conceal from you that the instructions

of Mr. Spring Rice, if it shall be decided to act upon
them, will be productive of no small degree of em-

barrassment to me. If the appointments to office

in this Colony are to be placed upon a footing differ-

ent from that which was hitherto been the practice,
and that too in a way evidently to exhibit a dimi-

nished confidence in the discretion of the Governor
in his selections for office, his situation must be

greatly lowered in the eyes of the public. That,

however, is a point upon which the Secretary of

State must decide
;

it is for him to consider upon
what footing it is most advantageous to the King's
service that His Majesty's Representative in the

Province should be placed; but I am apprehensive
that the effect of any such appearance of diminished

confidence in the discretion of the Governor as I

have described, will be felt in a way that possibly
was not contemplated when the instructions of Mr.

Spring Rice were drawn up. I mean to say that it

will create apprehensions in the minds of those who

aspire to public situations in the Province, that the

interest made at the Colonial Office by persons of

influence in the Mother Country, will be suffered to

have greater weight than has hitherto been allowed in

the disposal of those situations, and which will operate to

their disadvantage.
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" The members of the legal profession in particu-

lar, who possess considerable weight in this Province,
will be found, I think, extremely sensitive on this

point.
" I apprehend that it would be difficult to find

one out of any
'
six or more gentlemen,' of suffici-

ent eminence in their profession to entitle them- to

that distinction, who would be willing to accept at

the hands of the Governor, under these circum-

stances, the provisional appoinment of Judge; he
would consider that at least he would have five

chances to one against his ultimate success, and
should he after all be rejected, he would have to

endure the mortification of descending from the

Bench to make way for more fortunate and per-

haps a junior candidate. And here let me remark
that the notoriety of this mode of recommending and

appointing to offices is inevitable : it cannot be kept
secret

;
for the Governor would hardly take upon

himself to submit to the Secretary of State the names
of any number of gentlemen, without having first as-

certained from each respectively, whether the situation

to be filled up would be acceptable to him."

Mr. Spring Rice, in the despatch above referred to,

also observes,
" at all times, but particularly at a mo-

ment like the present, it is of the highest importance
that no person who can be considered as strong po-
litical partisans, should be placed on the Bench in

Lower Canada" and he observes further on,
" when

I advert to the line adopted by Mr. Gale before the

Committee of 1828, and his connection with the mea-

sures of those times, I very much fear that he will

be looked upon with distrust by a very consider-

able portion of the community in Lower Canada."

In the opinion expressed in the first part of the fore-

going quotation, "I do," observes Lord Aylmer in

answer,
" most heartily concur. It is most desirable,
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that no person, who can be considered as strong politi-

cal partisans, should be placed on the Bench
;
and

I think a better acquaintance, with the character

of Mr. Gale would have shown, that in selecting

him for a seat on the Bench, the principle in ques-

tion has not been lost sight of by me.*'

" I know not what ground of objection may have

been furnished by Mr. Gale, when in England, and

under examination before the Committe of 1828
;

but having since the receipt of Mr. Spring Rice's

despatch, read Mr. Gale's evidence before that Com-

mittee, I must confess that I cannot find in it any

thing that I should consider as a bar to his advance-

ment in the line of his profession as a Lawyer. It is

very true that Mr. Gale, in the course of his evidence,

takes a view of the affairs of this Colony widely dif-

ferent from those of a certain party in the Province,
but in which he is by no means singular for that

(whether it be the true one or not is immaterial to

the argument,) is also that of a very respectable por-
tion of the inhabitants of the Province

;
but the fact

is, that since that period, that is, since the year

1828, Mr. Gale, (as far as I can learn) has taken no

prominent part in the political discussions of the

Province.
" For the rest, Mr. Gale is a gentlemen of indepen-

dent fortune and unblemished reputation, and highly

respected in his public and private capacity by the

Judges and members of the legal profession in the

Province
;

his claims to respect cannot be and are

not denied him in any quarer, and I belive even
that very many of those who in the first instance

where averse to his appointment, have ceased to com-

plain of it. It is an appointment which I will confi-

dently assert is very generally approved of, and am
convinced that his removal from it would have an

unfavorable effect in the Province."
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In a despatch from Lord Aberdeen of the 2nd

April, 1835, to Lord Ayliner, His Excellency is in-

formed that " Mr. Kerr having been removed from
his judicial office, it becomes needless to enter upon
an investigation of the particular charges brought
against him by the Assembly."

" In consequence of the vacancy thus occasioned,
it will devolve upon your Lordship to select, from

among the members of the Bar of Lower Canada,
the individual whom your Lordship may consider

most fit to be appointed to a seat upon the Bench.
In making this selection, I need scarcely recall to

your Lordship's attention the claims to preferment
which are possessed by the gentlemen of the Bar of

French extraction
;
and I have therefore to request

that, on this occasion, your Lordship would be

pleased to select from among them such person,
whose appointment in your judgment may best de-

serve the confirmation of His Majesty's Govern-
ment. The desire which, I am confident your Lord-

ship feels, to meet in every way the reasonable ex-

pectations of the inhabitants of the Province, would,
I am sure, render superfluous any remarks which I

might offer as to the considerations by which your
selection should be determined

;
and I shall, there-

fore, await your report of the gentlemen upon
whom your choice shall fall, in the persuasion that

the nomination will be exercised for the general ad-

vantage of the Province, and with an impartial dis-

crimination of individual claims."

From some causes not explained, Lord Aylmer
did not fill the situation in the Court of King's

Bench, which had become vacant by the removal of

Mr. Justice Kerr, and the vacancy still remained on
the advent of Lord Gosford, who was scarcely seated

in his new station when the necessity of immediately

filling the office, was strongly urged upon him, pro-

bably by suggestion of expectants of the appointment
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This, however, he did not think fit to comply with,
until the Session was considerably advanced, when
after receiving an address from the Assembly, desir-

ing that the vacancy should be filled, he finally

selected Mr. Elzear Bedard, who had moved the 92

Resolutions, and whom he now promoted to the

Bench as successor to Mr. Kerr. The appointment
of this gentleman was exceedingly unpopular with

the British public, and all who were opposed to the 92

Resolutions, nor indeed was it generally popular with

his own party, many of them deeming others of it better

entitled, as well by seniority as by professional experi-

ence, to the post conferred upon him.*

The speech of the Lieutenant Governor of Upper
Canada (Sir John Colborne) in opening the Parlia-

ment of that Province (L4th January, 1836) had, in

alluding to the affairs of Lower Canada, given offence

to its leading politicians. The following is the

passage at which offence was taken. "The peculiar

position of Lower Canada, and the similar constitution

under which the institutions of both colonies are secur-

ed, do not allow the dissensions in that Province to be

regarded by you with indifference, nor indeed without

deep regret, anxiety and apprehension ;
the injurious

effects of these influences have already been experienced ;

they have tended apparently to discourage emigra-

tion, and the transfer of capital to this country ;
and

have acted disadvantageously in respect to the terms

on which the "large loan authorised by the Legislature
was recently negociated in England. But whatever

measures may be adopted in consequence of the in-

*Mr. Bedard was a son of the late Mr. Pierre Bedard, who
in 1810 incurred the displeasure of Sir James H. Craig, and
afterwards was appointed to the Bench at Three Rivers. He
was carried off by cholera at Montreal, in 1849. Mr. Bedard,
though he did not rise to eminence, acquitted himself with

integrity on the Bench, and was much esteemed for his many
Social and domestic qualities by all who enjoyed his acquaint-
ance.
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quiry of the commissioners, or whatever alteration may
be proposed to remedy the evils to which I have advert-

ed, you may rest assured that the Constitution of these

Provinces will be upheld."
It was therefore resolved on the 27th January, by

the Assembly of Lower Canada (on motion of Dr.

O'Callaghan)" that this House will, on Thursday the

llth of February next, resolve itself into a commit-

tee of the whole to take into consideration certain

passages touching the state of this Province, in the

speech delivered by Sir John Colborne, Lieutenant-

Governor of Upper Canada, at the opening of the

Parliament of that Province, on Thursday, the 14th

of January instant."* A call of the House also

on that day had previously been appointed, and it

moreover was determined to take at the same time into

consideration the state of the Province. On the advent

of the llth February, the call was postponed to the

next day, and the other orders, were put off to the 14th

inst. On the 13th, however, a circumstance occurred

which decidedly put an end to all prospect of a favora-

ble termination of the Session.

Sir John Colborne shortly after the opening of the

Legislative session in Upper Canada, had been su-

perseded in the government of that Province by the

appointment of Sir Francis Bond Head, who, on as-

suming the administration, and to inform the Assem-

bly of the steps which the Home Government were

pursuing, for an adjustment of the financial and other

difficulties in Lower Canada by the Commissioners

* " Messrs Amiot, Bardy, Barnard, Bertrand, Besserer,
Blanchard, Blanchet, Bouc, Bouffard Careau, Caron, Cazeau,
Child, Courteau, Deligny, De Tonnancour, De Witt, Dubord,
Fortin, Fraser, Girouard, Huot, Jobin, Kimber, Knight,Larue,
Leslie, Letourneau, Marquis, Meilleur, Methot, Morin, Mous-
seau, O'Callagban, Proulx, Tache, A. C. Taschereau, J. A.
Taschereau, Thibeandeau, Trudel, Vanfelson, and Viger.

Yeas, 42.
" Mess ;eurs Baker, Blackburn, Glapham, Grannis, Gugy,

Moore, and Power. Nays, 7,"
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sent out for the purpose, had sent down to that House
a copy of the Minister's instructions to those gentle-
men as furnished by him, to Sir F. B. Head for his^

own information and guidance. The Speaker, (Mr.
Bidwell) of the House of Assembly in Upper Canada,

perceiving certain discrepancies between those in-

structions and Lord Gosford's speech at the opening
of the session, forwarded extracts from them to Mr.

Speaker Papineau for the information of the body over

which he presided, and who immediately laid them be-

fore the House. From this moment it became certain

that Lord Gosford's mission was a failure.

His Excellency in consequence of this communi-
cation sent down a message on the 15th, stating that

"having observed from the proceedings of the House
of Assembly, that they have entered on their Jour-

nals, certain extracts from the Instructions to the

King's Commissioners in Lower Canada, in the

shape in which they were recently laid before the

Legislature of the Upper Province, thinks it right
that the Assembly should be furnished with the same
in a more accurate and complete form, and therefore

transmits herewith copies of all those parts of the In-

structions which have reference to the topics embraced
in the extracts received by the House /rom Upper
Canada.

" The Governor in Chief has only to add, that he

has already conveyed in his speech at the opening
of the session, the sense in which these instruc-

tions are understood by those who execute them,
and that to the construction then put on them, and
to every declaration made by him on first meeting the

Legislature of this Province, he continues steadfastly to

adhere."

This, however, did not re-establish the confidence

which the revelation of His Excellency's instructions in

the manner mentioned had shaken.
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The Assembly passed (yeas 47, nays 6,) the follow-

ing resolutions in reference to Sir John Colborne's

speech :

"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that this House, in its exertions to procure a

redress of the various grievances under which the

people of this Province labour, and to introduce a

good and responsible system of local government,

have, in addition to the other weighty and substantial

reasons by which it has been guided, been greatly

encouraged by the hope and expectation that any
amelioration in the political institutions of the colony
would be followed, of right, by similar advantages to

our brethren inhabiting the sister Provinces of British

North America.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this commit-

tee, that the political reforms which this House and
the good people of this Province have been for a

great many years endeavouring to obtain, have at

various epochs been explained by the votes, resolu-

tions and addresses of this House, and by the peti-
tions of the people themselves. That the principal

object of those reforms is : To render the Executive

Council of this Province directly responsible to the

representatives of the people, in conformity with the

principles and practice of the British Constitution as

they obtain in the United Kingdom ;
to extend the

principle of election to the Legislative Council, which
branch of the Provincial Legislature has hitherto pro-

ved, by reason of its independence of the people, and
of its imperfect and vicious constitution insufficient

to perform the functions for which it was originally

designed ;
to place under the constitutional and salu-

tary control of this House the whole of the revenues

levied in this Province from whatever source arising ;

to abolish pluralities, or the cumulation in one person
of several or incompatible offices

;
to procure the re-

peal of certain statutes passed by the Imperial Par-
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liament, in which the people of this Province are not

and cannot be represented, which acts are an in-

fringement of the rights and privileges of the Legisla-
ture of this colony, and are injurious to the interests

of the people thereof; to ohtain over the internal

affairs of this Provinee, and over the management and

settlement of the wild lands thereof (for the advan-

tage and benefit of all classes of His Majesty's sub-

jects therein without distinction), that wholesome and

necessary control which springs from the principles
of the Constitution itself, and of right belongs to the

Legislature, and more particularly to this House as

the representatives of the people ;
which reforms are

specially calculated to promote the happiness of His

Majesty's subjects in this Province; to draw more
close the ties which attach the colony to the British

empire, and can in no way prejudice or injure the in-

terests of any of the sister Provinces.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that it has long been the aim of the enemies
of these colonies, by deliberate and unfounded mis-

representations to engender dissensions and bad feel-

ings between the people thereof, in the hope of pre-

venting all union of purpose among the said people,
and of thereby preventing the reform of those many
abuses and evils of which the people have so fre-

quently complained, and which are connived at or

upheld for the advantage of a minority hitherto un-

justly possessing, and still endeavoring to maintain, a

political ascendency in this Province, contrary to the

principles of all good government.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that this House has seen with extreme concern,
a speech delivered at the opening of the present
session of the" Legislature of Upper Canada, by His

Excellency Sir John Colborne, late Lieutenant Gover-
nor of that Province, at a moment when his sudden
recall reflected particularly on the merits of his ad-
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ministration, in which it is stated that the affairs of

this Province had exercised an injurious influence on

the interests of Upper Canada had tended appa^

rently to discourage emigration and the transfer of

capital to that country, and had acted disadvantage-

ously in respect to the terms on which the large loan

authorized by the legislature of the province was

recently negotiated in England ;
that such a state-

ment is calculated to misrepresent the views of this

House to prejudice the people of those Provinces

against each other to disturb that good understand-

ing which ought to prevail, and which has hitherto

prevailed between the said people ;
and in place

thereof to sow discord and animosity among the several

classes of His Majesty's subjects in these Provin-

ces.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that strong in the rectitude of their intentions

and principles, and moved alone by a desire to in-

troduce order and responsibility into their political

institutions, in the place of the disorder and abuses

which now unhappily prevail, this House and the

people who it represents, indignantly repudiate all

design to injure the interests or embarrass the exer-

tions of the people of Upper Canada, in whose wel-

fare the people of this Province feel a lively interest,

and for whose patriotic exertions to improve their

political and social conditions, this House entertains

a sincere respect, and this House is gratified to per-
ceive that the representatives of the sister province
have done this house the justice to acquit it of being
the cause of any dissensions or embarrassments ex-

isting in the country ;
and this House firmly repeats

that those dissensions and embarrassments proceed
from the defective constitution of the Legislative
Council of these colonies, and from the continued

unconstitutional exercise by the same persons of

executive, legislative and judicial functions, from
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people have so long and so justly complained.
"
Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be au-

thorized to transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions

to the Speakers of the several Assemblies of Upper
Canada, and of the other sister Provinces, and to ex-

press the desire of this house cordially to co-operate
with the said Assemblies in all constitutional measures

calculated to promote the mutual interests of these co-

lonies."

Mr. Speaker Papineau addressed on the occasion the

following letter to Mr. Speaker Bidwell :

"
SIR, In the exposition of the extent and nature

of the reforms demanded by the people of this Pro-

vince, and in the resolutions of their representatives,
which I transmit to you by order of the House of

Assembly, we hope a proof will be found of the

earnestness with which we are endeavouring to se-

cure the establishment and recognition of the politi-

cal rights of our colonial fellow-subjects as well as of

our own.
" To whatever extent the blessings of a just, cheap,

and responsible system of government are obtained

by us, to that extent and amount will the people of the

British North American colonies participate in the same

blessings.
"
They cannot but readily understand how various

and how grinding are the abuses which distract this

Province, when they are told that for many long and

painful years the people have directly by petitions^
or through their representatives, in terms of no com-
mon emphasis, and by majorities so overwhelming,
that one might say, without impropriety, unani-

mously impugned the administration of affairs in

every department of the public service. They have

demanded the adoption of measures alone adequate
to the cure of the various abuses which have sprung
from imperfect institutions, acknowledged by a Com-
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mittee of the House of Commons, so far back as

1828, to have been viciously administered. So late

as the year 1835 it was admitted, both in the House
of Commons and in the House of Lords, on the min-

isterial as well as on the opposition benches, by men
the most opposite in their opinions on every question
of domestic or European policy, with a concert that

could arise from no other cause than the clearest

evidence of the fact, that nothing efficient had yet
been done in Canada to remedy acknowledged abuses

abuses denounced by this House, denounced by
His Majesty's government, repeatedly denounced by
Committee of the House of Commons, which enjoined

responsible ministers to see that they should cease.
" These ministers we impeach as being unwilling

to effect the good work of peace and conciliation

when charged so to do. We impeach them for their

instructions of the 17th July, 1835, devised with a

view to impose a government upon us which will be

more irresponsible than it has ever been in time past ;

more prodigal of our lands and lakes, which consti-

tute the common fund
;

more oppressive by the

number of its agents and their excessive emoluments,

out of all just proportion to the value of the services

rendered
;

and more servile on account of its most

direct dependence on Downing-street, where they
never understand where they are unwilling to under-

stand, that the state of society all over continental

America requires that the forms of its government
should approximate nearer to that selected under

propitious circumstances, and after mature considera-

tion by the wise statesmen of the neighboring Union,
than to those into which chance and past ages have

moulded European societies.
" We crave your attention to the contradiction

manifested in these instructions of the colonial Min-

ister above alluded to. They first acknowledge a

few protecting axioms of public colonial law, the
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salutary operations of which they practically obstruct,
and then fritter them down into insignificance by
niceties and hypothetical extreme cases, which the

minister creates to justiy the exceptions he chooses

to make to their application.
" Thus the Minister of the day admits that parlia-

mentary legislation on the part of Great Britain, on

any exclusively internal subject in any British colony

possessing a representative assembly, is, a general

rule, unconstitutinnal
; yet by the Canada trade

acts, tenures act, smuggled American land company
acts, this general rule has been repeatedly grossly
violated. But the first of these acts temporary taxes

imposed during the late war, for the duration of that

war and no longer, as a means of aiding Great Britain

to preserve a resting place on this continent, have

been ungratefully and oppressively revived, and make

permanent by the Imperial Parliament. It is true

that the government of Upper Canada induced a

bribed or unwary parliament to petition for the re-

vival and continuance of those taxes
;
but a treacher-

ous Governor of this Paevince withheld from this

Assembly the information of this fact transmitted to

him to be communicated to the representatives of the

people of this colony. For years the Assemblies of

both the Canadas have been endeavouring to settle

this important question ;
but the useful bills to pro-

vide for the appointments of commissioners have until

now been rejected by the Legislative Councils of the

one or the other of these Provinces in turn.
'' By the other imperial acts, property affected in

its incidents and condition of possession and trans-

mission has been rendered insecure. An odious

monopoly, which retards the settlement of the coun-

try, has been created
;

the administration of justice
has been impeded by an attempt to introduce a

second system of laws, in a country were courts

are constituted, and judges commissioned and sworn

to administer a different system of laws.
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" Of this unconstitutional parliamentary legislation
on the part of Great Britain, on subjects of an exclu-

sively internal nature, in- a British colony possessing a

representative assembly, this House has repeatedly, but

hitherto ineffectually, complained.
"Were we to resign ourselves to a degrading sys-

tem of servitude, do you hope, do you believe, that

the ministerial policy which would degrade us, would
consent to concede to you an ennobling system of
freedom to that extent you deserre, and which the

rapid and easy expansion of the moral, intellectual

and industrial capacities of the robust, and rapidly

accumulating population in the several Provinces

whold soon reveal ? How vast in their combined

strength and resources, when no sinister and baneful

influence is busy sowing dissensions, or exciting by
misrepresentations, hurtful prejudices amongst those

who have so many great and common interests. If

misrule went on unchecked in any of these neigh-

bouring colonies without exciting our sympathy,
your ills would soon become our ills, and ours would
reach you in turn. If, however, you are free from

improper and unconstitutional parliamentary legisla-

t.on, we rejoice that such is your happier lot. If

you have to complain of evils similar to ours, or of

any other evils, all constitutional means in the power
of the people of this Province would readily be re-

sorted to, to aid you in their removal. Such good
offices it is the duty of every colony to tender and
to accept in return.

" The present colonial Minister, who is forced to

acknowledge the correct axiom, that British colonies

possessing a representative Assembly, are of right
freed from the legislation of the Imperial Parliament,
is so attached to the privileges enjoyed by his pre-
decessors in office, of misgoverning these distant pos-

sessions, that he hesitates not to lay bare (in his

instructions to Sir Francis Head) in all its naked
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deformity, the colonial system as it is understood and

expounded in Downing Street. The inferences which
are manifestly to be deduced from these encroaching

instructions, are, that in the most minute details,

everything thought of an exclusively internal nature

in British colonies having representative assemblies,
must be carefully kept under the patronage, direction

and official legislation of the Colonial Office. The
remonstrances of near a million of people in the

Canadas, constitutionally expressed by their repre-

sentatives, disturb too much the set doctrines and

practices traditionally transmitted from tories to

whigs, from Lord North to Lord Glenelg, to expect the

concession of any remedial measures which the sufferers

claim.
" The people of the Canadas, labouring under the

accumulating wrongs proceeding from an act of par-

liament, unite as one man, in demanding that that

act be amended in such of its provisions as relate to

their Legislative Councils, which they denounce as

the cause and mainspring of all the heartburnings,
distractions and sufferings in these Provinces. The
colonial Minister, four thousand miles distant from
the scene of our sufferings, and naturally unable,
from the multiplicity of his avocations, to become

acquainted with the extent of our wrongs, arrogantly
tells the Assemblies that have declared that all reme-
dial measures short of rendering the seats in the

Legislative Conncils dependant on popular election

will be futile and unsatisfactory that " the King is
" most unwilling to admit as open to debate, the
"
question, whether one of the vital principles of the

M Provincial Government shall undergo alteration."

These deceitful agents, the Royal Commissioners, to

whom these instructions were addressed, told this

Assembly, on the other hand, that they are not pre-
cluded from entering on an enquiry on this grave
subject. Instead of freely communicating those in-
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structions to the Legislature of this Province, on its

being convened, on whose determinations they would
not but have had great influence, the Royal Commis-
sioners carefully withheld these instructions

;
and it

was not until after nearly four months session, that

the representatives of this Province by chance learned

the suppressed truths from the newspapers of the

day, and thus for months have been unfairly deprived
of all means of protesting and remonstrating at an

early season, against the tyrannical tendencies of these

Downing Street despatches; against the gross errors

of fact which they contain
; against the untenable

assumption that the Councils created by the act 1791,
have any analogies either with the aristocratical in-

stitutions of Great Britain and Ireland, or with the

councils of other British colonies
;

and against the

heinousness of the conduct of this pretended liberal

minister, who casts off and derides the prophetic

warnings of Charles James Fox, of the miseries that

Mr. Pitt's psuedo-aristocratical councils were to en-

tail on these colonies
;
and were it not that this base

dissembling had thus lulled us into false security, our

complaints would, ere now, have been before the Im-

perial Parliament.
" The act of 1791 was part and parcel of the now

repudiated policy of Mr. Pitt, to build up an aristo-

cracy in this hemisphere, ^and to strengthen its power.
The population of these northern colonies has quin-

tupled since the passing of that act. The soil of

America repudiates a privileged aristocracy, yet the

sages who have our destinies entrusted to their care,

tell us that "
they will not close the avenue to an

enquiry respecting which for the present they per-

ceive no reasonable ground of doubt;" but they may
possibly take into their consideration, at some future

time, the best means to discard the views of a million

of people who ask for elective councils, who desire to

see nothing rationally to envy in the institutions of
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their neighbours, and who have a right to claim, if

they see
fit,

and who would beneficially enjoy, as

much of political freedom as was the lot of the most
favored of the British subjects within the limits of

colonies founded by charters of incorporation.
" These sages tell us, moreover, that if, contrary to

their forebodings, they are driven by our importuni-
ties to propose amendments to the statute of 31st

Geo. III. chap. 31, it would not be in accordance

with the views and wishes of the living generations

oppressed by its enactments, but in accordance with

the views of its bribed and pensioned and endless ar-

ray of sinecurist framers. To menaces such as these,

we can only reply, that we value too highly a repre-
sentative form of government to sanction any attempt
to infringe our constitutional rights, and that such

violent attacks on those rights could not but excite feel-

ings ruinous to the interests of the parent state on this

continent.
" For a long number of years the government of

this Province and its officers have been in continued

minorities in the House of Assembly. Their blind

obstinacy to the same oppressive and illiberal policy ?

brought at last the administration into such thorough

contempt, and so disgusted the mass of the people
and their Representatives, that these on the 21st

February, 1834, Resolved,
' That the public func-

tionaries of the colony are combined as a faction,
and induced by interest alone to contend for the

support of a corrupt government, inimical to the

rights and opposed to the wishes of the people,' and
had recourse further to the extreme though constitution-

al remedy of withholding the supplies until the numer-
ous grievances detailed in the 92 resolutions, then adopt-

ed, should be redressed, and the remedies demanded to

prevent their recurrence be granted.
*' The then Governor in Chief, in an angry and

unparliamentary speech, with which he closed the
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a censure and create odium on these deliberate

opinions of the House of Assembly of this Province,

asserting groundlessly that the sentiments of the

constituency did not respond to the solemn declara-

tions of their representatives, and that the people
were attached to the government as it was consti-

tuted and administered. General elections soon fol-

lowed, and the result was, that not a single candidate

connected by office to the Provincial government
could secure a seat, whilst those who were returned

have repeatedly declared their adherence to the prin-

ciples avowed in those resolutions in a proportion ofeighty
out of eighty-eight members, the full number of the re-

presentatives.
" Instead of grappling with evils of such a magni-

tude and old standing as those against which we

complain, Lord Glenelg has thrown together raw and

undigested ideas, as to the means of checking some
of the minor abuses. Policy such as this might be

considered a distingenuous effort to uphold by mild

palliations the system which generates these and

greater abuses. But, on the other hand, open and

violent attacks are directed in those menacing in-

structions against the most necessary and just rules

by which freeborn British colonists have striven to

protect themselves against improper interference on

the part of meddling colonial ministers. With this

view importunate solicitations are renewed, to obtain ap-

propriations for ten years, under the plea that Lower
Canada would thus be more connected with the other

members of the British empire.
"
We, on the contrary, consider that were we to

succumb in this assault against the policy that gen-

erally prevails in the colonies, which was wisely

adopted to protect colonists against the natural and
habitual partiality of Downing Street, in favour of its

nominees, the calamitous concession would separate
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us from and exhibit as in a most unenviable com-

parison with most of the sister colonies. That the

precedent which we would establish, would expose

many colonies hitherto in a great measure free from
the evil working system to be assailed by the same

demands, sophistries or menaces to which we have

been unfairly exposed for the last fifteen years, dur-

ing the protracted controversies and discussions on

the financial question arising out of the pretensions of

the colonial ministers.
" The attempt to create classes and distinctions

among public officers (some of whom would be abso-

lutely uncontrolled into whatever excesses they might
run. for the salaries, and others submitted to annual

discussions,) is so shallow and preposterous a scheme to

consolidate the present vicious system, that it scarcely

requires refutation.
" Lord Glenelg seems not to understand that

however great is the rank, station and importance of

a colonial minister, and of all other ministers of His

Majesty, his crown officers and legal advisers, they
hold their large emoluments of office by a more pre-
carious tenure than colonial officers subject to the

annual votes of the assemblies. In order that re-

sponsibility should attach to the acts of the highest
officers of state, the British constitution, in principle
and practice, has wisely entrusted to the representa-
tive branch of the legislature the power of the purse,
to use it as they think right and proper. The Com-
mons have established their right to interfere as well

in matters of state as legislation, by reserving to

themselves sufficient large annual appropriations, to

enforce on the most unwilling government obedience
to its recommendations. They moreover have
secured the responsibility of the highest fnnctionaries

by the establishment of a proper tribunal to bring
to the most condign punishment, yea, even to the

forfeiture of life, any of those who in the discharge
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of their official duties had become the oppressors of the

people.
"
Although the civil list be granted for the life of

the King, all the officers connected, with the excep-
tion of a few of jthe officers of the household, attacked

to the royal person, are to use the improper expres-
sions of Lord Glenelg, daily beggars, not on the

King's good will, but on the Commons, whose wishes

call them to office, or turn them out of office, in some
cases after a few days, in others after years of service,

but in every instance on a lease revocable at will.

In giving despatches for the direction of a govern-
ment to Upper Canada, when a permanent appro-

priation was procurred by misrepresentation and sur-

prise, and when the utmost discontent and indigna-
tion have existed as well against the government, and
that Assembly which had surrendered its powers and

just influence, and thus betrayed the rights of its

constituents, how can Lord Glenelg pretend that an

appropriation for a long period would produce content-

ment in Lower Canada, where the demand has for

fifteen years been invariably resisted ?
" In many other respects might these instructions

be commented on to prove a deep laid plot and
wicked determination among those who penned them,
not to consent to any rational reforms in the colonies,
in opposition to the blind prejudices and routine busi-

ness of Downing Street. But this hurried commentary
in the midst of the fatigues attendant on a lengthened

session, will, I hope, suffice.
" Elected arid solemnly pledged to procure a re-

dress .of the grievances under which the. people of

this Province suffer, and to carry out the principles
laid down in the resolutions transmitted herewith,
the practical operations of which can alone prevent
a recurrence of these evils, we have been assailed

and denounced by the enemies of a responsible form

of government. Those interested in the continuance
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of the present system of misrule have been actively

engaged in misrepresenting our views in the hope of

sowing division and animosity among the people of

these colonies, and by those means crushing therein the

cause of reform.
" In defence of principles which are dear to the

mass of the inhabitants of British North America,
we hesitate not to publish them to the world, satis-

fied that our views need only to be known to be re-

spected.
" In the position which this Province has long

taken in defence of colonial rights, she has acted from
no factious opposition, nor from any local prejudices ;

all she requires is direct responsibility to her people
in the several departments of the state, and economy
in her government. Should she succeed in obtaining

these, there cannot be a doubt but the people of the

other British Provinces must obtain the same extent of

political power and liberty.
"" In the hope, sir, that the Assembly of which you

are the organ will co-operate with the representatives
of this Province in procuring a better colonial system
of government for all, I beg to assure you of the

readiness with which the Assembly of Lower Canada
will use all constitutional means in its power to ad'

vance the mutual interests of the British North Ameri-
can Colonies.

" I have the honor to be,
" Your obedient and humble servant,

" L. J. PAPINEAU, Speaker,
" House of Assembly,

"
Quebec, 15th March, 1836.

" To M. S. BIDWELL, Speaker of the
" House of Assembly of Upper Canada."
Sir Francis Bond 'Head, in reply to an address

presented him on the 28th May, 1836, from people of
the Home District, praying him to dissolve the House
of Assembly of that Province, observes :
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"GENTLEMEN, The addresses I have received,

requesting me to dissolve the present House of As-

sembly, as so numerous, the signatures are so re-

spectable, and the firm, manly language conveyed
to me from all parts of the Province, is so strongly
corroborative of a feeling of general disapprobation
of the harsh measure that has been resorted to, by
stopping the supplies, that I shall no longer hesitate

to exercise my prerogative, by dissolving the Assem-

bly.
" With respect to a certain letter, which you state

was '
laid on the table of the House of Assembly a

' few hours before the prorogation of the Legislature,
'

purporting to come from the Speaker of the House
' of Assembly of Lower Canada, and addressed to the
'

Speaker of the House of Assembly here,' I have

long refrained from noticing that document, although
it has repeatedly been indignantly referred to in the

addresses from this Province, because, as the resolu-

tion of the House of Assembly of Lower Canada,
dated 15th February, merely authorised their Speaker
to ' transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to the

'Speakers of the several Assemblies of Upper Cana-
'

da, and of the sister Provinces, and to express the
'
desire of this House cordially to co-operate with the

' said Assemblies in all constitutional measures calcu-
' lated to promote the mutual interests of these colo-
'

nies,' it was evident to me that as Mr. Speaker
Papineau's duty was thus clearly prescribed to him,
he was not authorised to tack to his official commu-
nication his own private sentiments, nor was he in

any way justified in proclaiming them in the first per-
son plural, as follows :

" ' These ministers we impeach.' Were ice to re-
'

sign our&elves to a degrading system
' of servitude.'

' If misrule went on unchecked in any of those neigh-
'

bouring colonies without exciting our sympathy,

'your ills would soon become our ills,
and ours would
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' soon reach you in^
return.' ' If you have to complain

' of evils similar to ours, or of any other evils, all

' constitutional means in the power of the people of
' this Province, would readily be resorted to, to aid
(

you in their removal. Such good offices ^it is the
'

duty of every colony to render and to except in
'
turn.'
" It must be evident to every liberal-minded man,

that the House of Assembly of Lower Canada did

not authorise Mr. Papineau, in their name, to ex-

press to the House of Assembly Upper Canada the

foregoing sentiments, not to designate His Majesty's

government as the ' naked deformity of the colonial
'

system ;' nor to term the Royal Commissioners
' these deceitful agents ;'

nor to declare
' that the

4
state of society all over Continental America re-

'

quires that the forms of its government should ap-
'

proximate nearer to that selected UNDER PROPITIOUS
'

CIRCUMSTANCES, and after mature consideration by
{ the wise Statesmen in the neighbouring Union, than to
' those into which chance and past ages have moulded

'European societies.'
" What is the real character of Mr. Speaker Papi-
neau's language ? what is its latent meaning ?

what epithet will the civilized world give to it ?

whether the House of Assembly of Lower Canada
will approve or condemn their Legislative name

being thus taken in vain, are opinions which were so

unequivocally expressed in the House of Assembly
in this Province when the document in question was
first breathed upon them, that I have no observation

whatever to make on the subject. But as Mr.

Speaker Papineau has thought proper to promulgate
in this Province that ' the people of the Canadas,
'

laboring under the accumulative wrongs proceeding
' from an Act of Parliament, unite as a man,' I feel

it necessary publicly to repudiate that assertion, by
declaring what the state of opinion in Upper Canada

really is.
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" The people of Upper Canada detest democracy ;

they revere their Constitutional Charter, und are

consequently staunch in allegiance to their King.
"
They are perfect'y aware that there exists in the

Lower Province one or two individuals who inculcate

the idea, that this Province is about to be disturbed

by the interference of foreigners, whose power and

whose numbers will prove invincible,
" In the name of every Regiment of Militia in Upper

Canada, I publicly promulgate Let them come, if

they dare /"

Mr. Papineau's letter was treated with great con-

tempt by the Assembly of Upper Canada, and ex-

punged from its journal. The following is from a Re-

port of the Committee to whom it had been referred ;

'

Geographically situated as tipper Canada is,

and governed under the game constitution with the

sister province, whatever change occurs in their form
of government, or whatever remedies the Imperial
Parliament may adopt for the cure of the evils now

prevailing there, must, in some degree, and perhaps
to an extent not now contemplated, affect us like-

wise. When a Member* of the British House of

Commons, the salaried Agent of Lower Canada de-

clared in his place, (as Mr. Roebuck is reported to

have declared,) that in the neighbourhood of Lower
Canada ' there were 13,000,000 of Republicans,
'

who, as soon, as the flag of Rebellion sliould be un-
1

furled, would rally round it, and trample in the
' dust the whole establishment,

'

your Committee
think it right for your Honorable House promptly
to declart, that, in their opinion, the few traitors in

either province who would desire to hoist the stan-

dard of revolt, are so sensible of their own weakness,
that there is no fear of such an effort being made,
and that should they be rash enough to attempt it in

the expectation of foreign support, they would look

in vain for aid from the United States, whose govern-
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ment has been actuated by feelings of the most

friendly and pacific character towards the British

Empire, and whose high sense of national honor

would always prevent their lending their aid to a

traiterous conspiracy. Whatever course may be

taken with regard to the affairs of the Lower Pro-

vince, your Committee cannot let slip the oppor-

tunity of expressing their anxious hope, that no con-

sideration will induce a departure from the principles
contained in the Charter of 1791, and that in any
remedial measures which may be adopted, the pre-
servation of our rights as British subjects, and of our
in.imatc connexiou with the Mother Country, as a

Colony, will never be lost sight of or endangered by
week and temporising concessions.

" Your Committee, after the examination of these

resolutions, have arrived at the conclusion, that to

pursue^ the course which has been followed in the

Lower Province, and to espouse the principles
avowed and insisted on by the House of Assembly
there, would be contrary to the wishes as well as the

interests of Upper Canada
;
would shake our system

of government to its centre, and would rapidly and

inevitably tend to establish a Republican form of

Government among us. Impressed with this con-

viction, your Committee feel it their duty to submit
to your Honorable House the propriety of presenting
an humble address to His Majesty, solemnly disavow-

ing the sentiments contained in these resolutions,
and earnestly . deprecating any departure from the

principles of our Constitution, or the adoption of

any course of policy calculated to weaken the ties

which attach this Colony to the British Empire." After this review of the resolutions, to which

your Committee have felt it their duty to devote their

best attention, there remains little for them to do,
but to advert to the letter of Mr. Speaker Papineau.

"
By the last resolution, he was authorised to
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transmit copies thereof to the several Assemblies of

Uppor Canada, and of the other Sister Provinces,
' and to express the desire of this House cordially to
'

co-operate with the said Assemblies in all consti-
1
tutional measures calculated to promote the

' mutual interests of these Colonies.'
" It is under authority of this latter clause that Mr.

Papineau has assumed to write this letter, which, in

addition to a lengthened commentary on the resolu-

tions, contain some expressions to which your Com-
mittee beg to draw the attention of your Honorable

House. In reference to one of the Imperial Statutes,

imposing certain duties, Mr. Papineau remarks ' It
'

is true that the Government of Upper Canada
' induced a bribed or unwary Parliament to petition
' for the revival and continuation of those taxes.'

Your Committee find nothing in the resolutions

giving authority to Mr. Papineau to use language

insulting to the Government of this Colony, or to a

former House of Assembly : nor do they believe that

the House of Assembly of Lower Conada ever

designed such an unwarrantable or indecent course

should be allowed. For this violatiou of decorum
and of the courtesy due from one Legislature to

another, Mr. Papineau stands solely responsible;
but your Committee think it beneath the dignity of

your Honorable House to take further notice of so

base and unfounded a calumny. The tenor of the

whole letter is, in the opinion of your Committee, of

a purely rebellious character
;

and the sentiments

of the writer will find nothing but execration from
the inhabitants of the Province. It carries its antidote

in itself, and is so utterly revolting to a loyal and
well disposed mind, that while deserving every

punishment, it requires no confutation, and would
have been passed over by your Committee, in silent

contempt, without even this brief notice, if it were

not to be found on the Journals of your Honorable
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House. The late period of the last Session when it

was laid on the table of the House two months after

the resolutions were adopted, and rather more than

one month after the date of the letter prevented the

House of Assembly from taking the subject into con-

sideration. This delay is unaccounted for, and is to

be regretted; for your Committee is satisfied that had
there been time for consideration, the Journals of the

Assembly would not have been disgraced by the letter

of Mr. Speaker Papineau.
" All which is respectfully submitted.

" HENRY SHERWOOD, Chairman .

" Committee Rooms, House of Assembly,
<

February 22, 1837,"
The Assembly, resolving itself into Committee of

the Whole on the public accounts, and state of the

Province, came to the following, among other, resolu-

tions :

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That
this House having resolved to address His Majesty
and the Parliament of the United Kingdom for the

purpose of representing to them the state of the Pro-

vince, and more particularly the opinions of the re-

presentatives of the people on divers views and de-

terminations of His Majesty's ministers which have

lately become known to us, and to solicit the accom-

plishment of the reforms which have been asked for

by this House and the people, and the removal of

grievances and abuses, has determined to grant to

His Majesty the supplies requisite for the interval

between the 15th January last, and the 15th July
next, regard being had to the circumstances attend-

ing each item asked for, and to the resources of the

country.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, that to

ensure the effect of the votes of this House founded
on the preceding resolution, this House will, under

existing circumstances, abstain from specifying in
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the Bill the particular funds appropriated ;
but this

House declares in the most solemn manner that this

act on its part shall not be appealed to or invoked as

a precedent in opposition to the resolutions of this

House of the 16th March, 1S33, and 21st February,

1834, or against the constitutional rights of this

House, and the liberties
'

of the people of this Pro-

vince."

The various items, or salaries for six months in

accordance with these, being voted, a bill for the

amount was passed and sent up to the Legislative

Council, where it was immediately rejected as not

being in conformity with the call of the Governor, as

expressed in his speech at the opening of the session.

The address voted to His Majesty, and those also to

both Houses of Parliament, a sketch whereof only
can be given here, was long and special, again stating
the grievances under which the Assembly deemed the

Province to labonr.

It . commenced by stating their "
firm, though re-

spectful, conviction of the necessity of the reforms

they had so often prayed for in the Constitution of

this Province, and a redress of the grievances and

abuses that had prevailed therein. They prayed
His Majesty to believe in their sincerity, assuring
him of their desire as the representatives of a people
who had even in times of difficulty shewn a strong
attachment to the Empire over which he presided,
not to forget the sentiments of respect they owed to

His Majesty's sacred person, which his royal at-

tributes required. They thought therefore that they
would be culpable to sanction by their silence any

misconception with regard to the nature of the re-

forms required, or to the constitutional and practical

system of Government which they desired to see

established in the Province, and which they believed

to be equally in accordance with the true principles

of the Constitution, the incontestable rights of the
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inhabitants of the Province, their natural and social

position, and with their wishes, interests and necessi-

ties."

They
"
solemnly repeated that the principal of the

political reforms which the House and the people
had for a great number of years used every effort to

obtain, was to extend the elective principle to the

Legislative Council. To render the Executive Coun-
cil directly responsible to the representatives of the

people, conformably to the principles and practice
of the British Constitution, to place under the

wholesome and constitutional control of the House
the whole public revenue from whatever source de-

rived to obtain the repeal of certain Acts of the

Imperial Parliament, in which the people of the Pro-

vince were not represented, with regard to the in-

ternal affairs of the Province, making its territory and

best resources the subject of unfair speculation and

monopoly to ensure equal rights and impartial

justice to all classes to abplish sinecures, and the

accumulation of incompatible offices to redress the

numerous abuses which prevailed in the various de-

partments of the public service and to obtain for

the Provincial Legislature with regard to the internal

affairs of the Province, and more especially over the

management and settlement of the waste land thereof

for the benefit of all classes of His Majesty's subjects
without distinction, that essential control which
would be the direct consequence of the principles of the

Constitution."

They thanked His Majesty for having recalled

Lord Aylmer, and for the appointment as his suc-

cessor, of " a distinguished personage who, inde-

pendently of his qualifications as an individual, of

which they had no motive for doubting, was from
his previous habits and position, (meaning as a civi-

lian probably) moxe likely to comprehend the wishes

and the wants" of the country. They applauded
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" the principles of order and justice" announced in

his speech, and believed that the declarations put
forth in it, and " the extraordinary attributions (in
allusion to the commission) which accompanied the

usual powers" to the King's Representative, were

guarantees that the subjects spoken of to them as

matters for future deliberation and decision by His

Majesty and (the Provincial) Parliament would be
looked at, in the same comprehensive spirit, and
that the researches and determinations adapted to

throw light upon those weighty questions, would not

be restrained by any formal refusal of the demands
which were to form the matter of investigation, nor

by any final determination to maintain at all events

the pretensions raised from time to time on divers

subjects of Colonial policy by His Majesty's respon-
sible ministers, and which had called forth the re-

monstrances of that House and of the people ;
mat-

ters which His Majesty had been pleased to assure them
were to be equally the subject of research and deliber-

ation.
" We thought, that without bringing forward un-

just and inapplicable theories of metropolitan domi-

nation and colonial abasement, without recurring to

a system proved false by memorable examples, re-

gard would be had exclusively to the principles of

the Constitution, the mutual interests of all parties, and
the peace, welfare, rights, wishes and wants of these

important portions of the British dominions.
' It could therefore only be with lively anxiety

that we were brought to suppose, from the know-

ledge which reached us, at first indirectly, and after-

wards by the official channel, of certain extracts

from a Despatch dated the 17th July, 1835, addressed

by your Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for

the Colonies, to the administrative authorities of

Lower Canada, (unacquainted as "we moreover are

with the tenor of the other parts of the same docu-
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ment,) and with any subsequent instructions, that in

point of fact, the researches authorized by your

Majesty, for the purpose of ascertaining the means
of doing justice to your Canadian subjects, were on

several of the most essential points limited by pre-
conceived opinions and anticipated decisions in the

manner hereinbefore set forth. We are bound on

this head to declare, that in the face of obstacles like

these, if your Majesty's Government should persist
in maintaining them, and without your Royal Assent

to the essential points we expect, no measures of

minor importance can have the effect desired
;
that

the delay occasioned by the investigations announced,
will . serve only to embolden the enemies of the peo-

ple of this Province, and of your Majesty's Govern-

ment in their hopes for dissention and violence, and
that the best intentions, or even acts on the part of

the head of the Provincial Executive, even in con-

junction with the efforts of this House, and of the

people, might be wrecked in contending against the

deep rooted system of vice and abuse which has robbed

your Majesty's Government of all efficiency and re-

spect, and has endangered the liberties and safety of

the inhabitants of Canada.
" At the head of the reforms which we persist in

considering as essential, is the introduction of the

principle of popular election into the constitution of
the Legislative Council. The people of the country,
without distinction, regard this body, as at present

constituted, as factitiously opposed to its institutions,
its state of society, its feelings and its wants, and as

having been and as being necessarily the strong
hold of oppression and abuses. They continue in

like manner to believe that any partial reform which
shall stop short of the introduction of the elective

principle, will be altogether insufficient, and will, as

leaving the inherent vice untouched, bring back the
same evils and the same collisions. We think, that
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with regard to the constantly baneful action of the

Legislative Council, we have amply explained our-

selves to your Majesty, and that no other proof that

the past and present acts of that body is needed to

remove' all doubt as to the nature and spirit of the

improvement to be introduced into it. We look,
in this respect, upon the Act of 1791, giving Legis-
lators for life to the Canadian Provinces, at the mere

pleasure of the Executive authority, as an unfortu-

nate experiment, followed by most unhappy conse-

quences. We also look upon this experiment as

entirely foreign to the British constitution. We
regret that in the extracts from the Despatches we
have mentioned, an attempt is made by begging the

question to infer an analogy which does not exist,

for the purpose of aggravating certain specious ob-

jections against an elective Council. We would re-

spectfully pray your Majesty to remark, that the

influence which prevailed in the Councils of the

Empire, at the period when the Act of 1791 was

passed, was calculated to give an undue preponder-
ance to the aristocratic principle, while in America,
the independent state and the progress of society,

repelled any doctrine of this nature, and demanded
the extension of the contrary principle. We must
also express our regret, that while your Majesty's

representative in this Province has solicited the co-

operation of the two Houses of the Provincial Legis-
lature to labor at the reform of abuses, and while

this House is fully disposed to grant that co-opera-

tion, the constant opposition of the Legislative Coun-

cil is of a nature to prevent so important an appeal
from being followed by any result. For ourselves,

we are conscious that we have ever been, and are

still guided in our labors by our conviction of what
was for the greatest advantage of the people, and

best adapted to cause your Majesty's Government in

this Province to be respected, cherished and strength.
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ened
;
and firm in our determination to pursue the same

course, we pray your Majesty to believe that we shall

not depart from it.
"

They continued,
"
Respecting as we do the expression of the Royal

pleasure, we yet regret that the Ministers of the

Crown should have declared that your Majesty was
most unwilling to admit that the question of an

elective Legislative Council was a subject open to

debate in this Province. We beg to be permitted
to represent to your Majesty, that it is not within

the province of the Colonial Secretary to limit the

subjects which are to engage the attention of this

House and the people it represents, within the re-

quired forms, and with the view of improving the

laws and condition of the Province. Against this

infringement of the liberties of the subject, by one

of your Majesty's responsible servants, we dare to

appeal to the supreme authority of the Empire, to

that of your Majesty, sitting in your high Court of

Parliament.
" We do not intend to discuss the historical points

of English colonial government, on which we ven-

ture to differ with your Majesty's ministers. Time
has solved the problem, and we firmly believe that

those happy countries to which these questions refer,

would never have attained the degree of prosperity
which they now enjoy, either under the old colonial

government, or under a system like that which succes-

sive colonial ministers have established and maintained

in this colony.
" On the subject of the Executive Council, we

abstain from entering on any details, because we
hold this question to be closely connected in prac-
tice with the other* more important subjects of colo-

nial policy. We shall confine ourselves in saving,
that the full and entire recognition of the rights of

this House and of the people, by those whom your
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Majesty may be pleased to call to your Councils, and
their constitutional responsibility based upon the

practice of the United Kingdom, will be essential

motives for confidence in your Majesty's govern-
ment.

t( We have (they said) also asked, and now again

ask, for the repeal of certain noxious acts of which the

people of the country have complained."
These were " the Tenures Act," and that relating to

the British American Land Company. It is to be

understood that under the former act a Court of Es-

cheats had lately been established, which they re-

marked had in fact merely served as a pretext for

creating several sinecures paid out of the public
revenue of the province, which they

" had not recog-

nised, and would not recognise." With respect to

the latter they observed ;

" One of the effects of this

act has been to confirm the illegal sale of nearly a

million of acres of the waste lands of this Province,
made to the said company, in addition to the unu-

sual privileges it confers on the said company, with

regard to the application of the proceeds of the said

sale, privileges which belong solely to the provin-
cial Legislature whose powers have been therein

usurped. This subject is also closely connected with

the incontestible right of British subjects inhabiting
this Province, and of those who come to settle there-

in, not to be taxed without their free consent, ex-

pressed through their representatives. The said sale

has also rendered impossible the free settlement of

the most advantageous portion of the accessible lands,
and properly speaking the only portion of these lands

which had escaped the action of thejsystem of fraud,

speculation and monopoly, which the servants .of

your Majesty's government in this Province have

constantly maintained in this department. We
humbly believe, that independently of the high con-

sideration aforesaid, an essential point of the public
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law of the country has heen lost sight of, namely,
that the waste lands of this Province are not, may it

please your Majesty, of the same nature as the here-

ditary and patrimonial property belonging to your

Majesty's Crown, any more than they had that char-

acter when they were held by His Most Christian

Majesty. They formed then, and 'we deem that they
form at this day, part of the public domain of the

State, which in several dependencies of the Em-

pire,- is committed to your Majesty's paternal care,

for the benefit of their inhabitants and of other sub-

jects of your Majesty who may wish to settle therein,
and is subject to the supreme authority of Parlia-

ment : and we conceive that in this Province the

provincial Parliament is fully and exclusively invested

with this authority, the exercise of which we shall never

willingly renounce."

They added,
" from the moment when the very

act which defines the forms of our present constitu-

tion went into operation (a circumstance which can

not but have weight with you Majesty) your Ma-

jesty's government has recognized the nature and
destination of the waste lands of this Province, by
the very act of reserving and continuing to this day
to reserve a seventh part thereof, to belong more

particularly to the Crown, and to be under its spe-
cial control. Instead of this seventh, the Executive

authorities have taken possession of the whole of

these lands, of which they have disposed for the per-
sonal advantage of their members

4
and of their friends

and subalterns, for the purpose of planting corrup-
tion in the representation and among the people, of

securing an undue irresponsibility in the provincial

administrations, and of withdrawing them altogether
from the control and influence of this House. To
justify their former waste, and to retain the same
means of bad government for the future, the same
authorities built up into a doctrine* what had there-
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tofore been only a culpable act
;
and these preten-

sions, rendered powerful by their own effects, have

unhappily made their way to your Majesty's throne,
and to the supreme councils of the United Kingdom.

" Under the ancient government of Canada, the

settlement of the wild lands, under a system as re-

gular and easy as possible, and adopted to the cir-

cumstances of the climate, the laws, manner and

locality, by the then inhabitants, and by others of

their fellow-countrymen who came to settle among
them, was regarded as a point so essential that a

great portion of the ancient law of the country
relates to this subject, and lays down rules which
ensure the right of the population to obtain lots of

land for the purpose of cultivating them, and which
establish the relative rights of the parties interested.

We conceive that the power of ensuring the efficency of

of these laws, of modifying them, or enacting others in

their stead, in care of need, has devolved solely upon the

Provincial Parliament.
' We regret, that since the change of dominion,

the exactions of certain seigniors in some cases, and
the undue favors which have been conferred on

others under the Tenures Act, on the one hand,
and the pretensiens of the Executive to dispose of

those lands without control, on the other, have

entirely nullified the advantages which were best

adapted to advance the moral and physical welfare

of the people, and to give stability to their institu-

tions and to their political existence, as a happy and

affectionate portion of Your Majesty's subjects. We
are sure that the people of Canada, of whatever

origin, have equally had reason to complain of the

vices and abuses above mentioned. We cannot be-

lieve that while rights so essential were recognized
and respected under an absolute monarchical govern-

ment, the operation of British constitution, though im-

perfect in its application to this Province, will be abso-

lutely insufficient to maintain them.
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" We therefore pray your Majesty to be pleased
to recommend to Parliament the repeal of the said

Act passed [in favor of the Land Company, and also

that it may please your Majesty to adopt legal means
for annulling all the undue privileges incompatible
withthe rights of this Province, which it is the object
of the said Act to confirm, or of which it may have

been the source. We also humbly pray your
Majesty to be graciously pleased, with regard to the

matters relative to the public domain, and the lands

of this Province, to recognize the rights of its legisla-

ture, and with the consent of your Majesty as the

first branch thereof, to render available all the

resources of the country for the support of your
Government therein, and for the equal benefit of all

your subjects who inhabit the Province, or may come
to settle in it, and more especially to ensure to all

without distinction the means of settling on the waste

lands, under any system and on such conditions as shall

be found most advantageous.
" On the subject of the independence of the

Judges", they said :
" We see with pleasure that

there exists no difference between the views of His

Majesty's Government and our own. We regret
that we were mistaken in our efforts to carry them
into effect? Since that time the modifications which
have rendered the character of the Legislative Coun-
cil worse, while it was pretended to make it better,
have convinced us that it would be of no advantage
to the due administration of justice, to proceed on the

same basis. We shall not, however, abandon the con-

sideration of the subject, and we shall attentively exa-

mine any plan which shall appear to us well adapted for

the attainment of the desired end.

"What we have now said will suffice to show

your Majesty what our views are, with regard to

the politics of the colony as a whole, to the functions

and powers which we believe to belong to the Pro-
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vincial Legislature on all matters relative to the in-

ternal affairs of the colony, and with regard to what
we conceive to bo the best means of ensuring activity,

efficiency and responsibility in the public service.

We would suggest to your Majesty, that there are

on this portion of the American Continent, more
than a million of your Majesty's subjects, composing
the Colonies of Upper and Lower Canada, who,
speaking different languages, and having a great

diversity of origin, laws, creeds and manners, char-

acteristics peculiar to them respectively, and which

they have severally the right to preserve as a separ-
ate and distinct people, have yet come to the con-

clusion that the institutions common to the two
countries ought to be essentially modified, and that

it has become urgently necessary to reform the

abuses which have, up to this day, prevailed in the

administration of the Government. We rejoice that

we have, in our just claims, the support of our

brethren of Upper Canada. This support will ren-

der manifest to your Majesty and to our fellow sub-

jects in all parts of the Empire, that we have been

sincere in our declarations, that the circumstances

and wants of the two Canadian Provinces do indeed

require a responsible and popular government, and
that we have been actuated by no narrow views of

party or of origin in repeating to your Majesty for many
years, our prayer that such a Government may be grant-
ed to us.

" With regard to the protection and to the equality
of the rights which your Majesty's Canadian subjects
are entitled to, the remedy of evils and abuses, the

abolition of sinecures and pluralities, the expected
formation of an Executive Council on the principles
we have set forth, and to divers other subjects more

particularly mentioned in the Speech from the

Throne at the opening of the present Session, we

refer to the answer to His Excellency the Governor
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in Chief, and we ardently wish that the views and
instructions of your Majesty's Government, on the

essential points, may be of a nature to facilitate the

results which your Majesty's Kepresentative has been

pleased to promise, and which it will afford us the most

lively satisfaction to see attained.

They moreover observed that " In the extracts

from despatches hereinbefore cited, there are certain

passages which induce us to believe that we have not

made ourselves understood by your Majesty's Govern-

ment, with regard to the nature of the control we
desire for the Provincial Legislature over the waste

lands on the public domain of the Province, and
which might cause some apprehension in the opinion
of our fellow subjects. We have never claimed to

exercise over this portion of the affairs of the

Government, any other authority than the parlia-

mentary and constitutional authority which we are

entitled to exercise over all the other affairs of the

country in so far as the peace, welfare and good
government of the country may be therein con-

cerned. We have also set forth at length our
reasons for believing that this authority belongs to

us. On this head, as on all others, our wish is that
the due execution of the laws may remain in the
hands of the Executive authorities, within the limits

prescribed by the laws and the constitution, and
under the necessary responsibility; but we also

wish that the right of the Assembly of the Province to

legislate on these subjects, jointly with the other bran-
ches of the Legislature, and to exercise in this behalfthe
other powers of the Commons of the country, may re-

ceive its full application .

" It remains (they finally observed) for us to
address your Majesty on- this important and exten-
sive subject, the public revenue and expenditure
of this Province. We humbly thank your Majesty
for the gracious declaration, that your Majesty is

L
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disposed to adroit the control of the Representatives
of the people over the whole public Revenue
raised in this Province. We regard the fulfilment

of this promise as of the highest importance. In

stating explicitly in the preceding portions of the

Address, the rights which we humbly believe to

belong to the Legislature of this Province, with

regard to certain parts of this Revenue, we wish to

present the subject in its true point of view, in order

that no misconception may hereafter retard the

desired result. In the proposals which it may
please Your Majesty to make to us for the purpose
of attaining this result, it is impossible that your

Majesty should lose sight of the essential principles
of the Constitution, or to the declaratory Act of 1778,
to the benefit of which we believe the people of this

country are peculiarly entitled. We shall receive

with respect, and examine with the most scrupulous
attention any communication which Your Majesty

may be pleased to make to us, tending to the settle-

ment of the financial questions. We believe, how-

ever, that any merely temporary arrangement, made
as a matter of expediency, and not carrying with it

the recognition of the principles we have supported,
could not have the desired effect, but would sooner

or later bring back the very difficulties with which

we are now contending. We humbly represent to

Your Majesty, that the people of this Province, tired

of the continued struggle in which they have been

so long engaged to obtain the recognition of their

rights on the part of the Metropolitan and Colonial

authorities, would regard with painful apprehension
the possibility of the recurrence of the' same state of

things, and of the necessity of making new sacrifices

for the purpose of laying these omplaints before

Your Majesty and Parliament. We wish for a

Government which shall assure us freedom and

security ;
the unrestricted effect of Your Majesty's
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declarations can alone confer it on us
;
and it will

be when we possess it, and can* entertain a hope of

the removal of grievances and abuses we complain
of, that we can properly seek the means of giving
effect to Your Majesty's wishes with regard to an

appropriation of a permanent nature. With respect
to the extension of any appropriation of this nature

beyond what we have hitherto thought to be reason-

able, it will be impossible for us to take the subject
into consideration until after the views of Your

Majesty's Government, with regard to the details,

shall have been made known to us. We must, how-

ever, declare that having represented to Your

Majesty our views with regard to the
efficiency

and responsibility which we wish to see established

in the Provincial Government, we should think we
failed in our duty to our constituents if we destroyed
that efficiency and that responsibility, by placing, as

a general rule, the great public functionaries of the

province, beyond the reach of the wholesome action

of the constitution. We are not actuated by any
merely pecuniary motive; we believe that the

largest sums Your Majesty's Government could ask

for, would be utterly insignificant in comparison
with those for which Your Majesty's servants in this

province have been defaulters, or the enormous sums

expended out of the public revenue, without the au-

thority of the Provincial Legislature, and even in op-

position to the votes of this House
;
or in comparison

with the waste of the public property, by which four

millions of acres of land or more, scarcely an eighth

part of which has yet been settled, have been mono-

polized or alienated. But we earnestly desire to pre-
serve the benefit of a just control on the part of the

Legislature over the several branches of the Provincial

Executive, and we can never consent by renouncing
it, to confound all the powers of the state for time

to come.
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"
Having thus rendered manifest our opinions on

the essential points 6f the extracts from despatches
which have come to our knowledge, we refer on all

other points, to our humble petition to Your Majesty
and your Parliament, of the 1st of March, 1834, and
the 21st February, 1835, in which we presevere.
We beg leave to call Your Majesty's royal attention

to the essential reforms we have pointed out in the
former part of this address, and which we believe to

be indispensably necessary. Declaring ourselves

unsatisfied -with the views and intentions of Your

Majesty's ministers, we address ourselves to Your

Majesty and to your Parliament, in order that our

just claims may be listened to, and that Your Majes-

ty's government in this Province may forthwith be-

come a constitutional and responsible government,
and one possessing the confidence of your faithful

subjects.
" We have frequently regretted that the destinies

of the inhabitants of this portion of the British Empire
should depend almost solely on a : Colonial Minister

acting on the other side of the ocean, and for the

most part on incorrect data and an imperfect know-

ledge of facts.
" We expect full justice from the august tribunal

to which we appeal, and we trust that the Provincial

Parliament will be so called together, for its next

session as to enable us to continue as early as possi-

ble our labours for the welfare of the country, and,
reassured by the measures we expect, to consider the

means of finally arranging the difficulties which sub-

sist in the Government of this Province, and of giving

strength, stability and public confidence to Your Ma-
jesty's government therein.

" Wherefore we respectfully entreat Your Majesty
to listen favorably to our humble prayers, and as

well by the exercise of the august powers which be-

long more especially to Your Majesty as jointly with
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the Parliament of the United Kingdom, to render

full justice to your faithful subjects, and to deliver

them from the system of oppression and bad govern-
ment which the Colonial Ministers have long made to

press heavily upon them. And by inclination led,

as well as by duty bound, we shall ever pray for

Your Majesty's sacred person."
It was then resolved, (26th Feby., 1836)

" That
the Speaker should transmit to John Arthur Roebuck,
Esquire, agent of the province in England, the peti-
tions of this House to the two Housee of Parliament

of the United Kingdom, adopted this day, and that

the said agent be requested to adopt measures for

requesting them to be presented and for supporting
the same." The petition to his Majesty was for-

warded through the Governor.

These being expedited the Assembly proceeded to

other matters. The north American land Company
being peculiarly obnoxious, an Address to His Excel-

lency was voted.
"
Resolved, Thai an humble Address be presented

to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, praying
that until His Majesty's Government shall have done

justice to this House and the people of this Province,

by procuring the repeal of the Act in favor of the

North American Land Company, and the revocation

of all contracts and other deeds or instruments

tending to grant to the said Company the property
or enjoyment of any portion of the waste lands of
this Province; he will be pleased to suspend the is-

suing of any Patents or other instruments tending
to convey to the said Company, as above mentioned,

any portion of the said lands, and not to confirm

any anterior contract, deed or instrument; and
that he will protect in this behalf, the rights and in-

terests of His Majesty's faithful Subjects in this

Province
; also, praying His Excellency to be pleas-

ed to inform this House whether any such Patents
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or instruments have been issued in this Province since

the formation of the said Company, and if any have

issued, to be pleased to lay before this House a

statement of such Patents or instruments, and of the

situation of the lands therein included.

To this His Excellency answered
;

" I do not

conceive it to be within the scope of the powers de-

legated to me as Governor in Chief of these Provinces,
to annul or abridge the rights and privileges confer-

red on any of his Majesty's Subjects by a Charter
under the iloyal Sign Manual, of which the pro-
visions have been confirmed and extended by an
Act of the Imperial Legislature." I request you, therefore, to acquaint the House of

Assembly in answer to this Address, that, during
the subsistence of the contracts and arrangements
which, ratified by so high a sanction, have been
made between His Majesty's Secretary of State and
the British American Land Company, I do not feel

myself authorized to refuse the issuing of Patents

conveying to the safd Company such portions of the

wild lands of the Crown in this Province as may not

be more than equivalent to the purchase money ac-

tually paid by them in accordance with the terms of

their contract.
"

I, however, readily accede to the request of the

House contained in the latter part of this Address
and I will desire to be laid before it, without delay,
a statement of all such Patents or instruments as

have issued in this- province in favor of the said

Company since its formation, and of the situation of

the Lands therein included."

The appointment of Mr. Gale to the Bench at

Montreal, had as previously mentioned, given great
offence to the dominant party in the Assembly, and

copies of the correspondence between the Colonial

Secretary and Provincial Government were called

for by Address early in the session, and which accord-
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ingly were immediately laid before the House. They
were BO sooner delivered than referred to the Stand-

ing Committee of Grievances. The Committee report-

ed, and upon its Report the following resolutions were

adopted :

"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit"

tee, That Samuel Gale, Esquire, lately appointed one

of. the Justices of His Majesty's Court of King's
Bench for the District of Montreal, has been an ac-

tive and decided partizan of the obnoxious Adminis-

tration of the Earl of Dalhousie, formerly Governor
in Chief of this Province, against which the people
of this colony, did in the year 1827, successfully com-

plain.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, That the said Samuel Gale did, in the year 1822,
take an active part in circulating a certain Petition

to the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ire-

land, praying for a Union of the Provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada under one legislature, which
Petition contained gross calumnies against this

House, and against the people of this Province;

grossly misrepresented the Civil Law in force in this

colony ;
tended to engender animosities, prejudices

and distractions between the various classes of His

Majesty's subjects therein
;

to endanger their rights
and privileges, and to disturb the institutions and

customs guaranteed to them by solemn Treaties and
solemn Acts of Parliament.

"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that ,thc said Samuel Gale whilst Chairman of

the Quarter Sessions at Montreal, did use the power
and influence of his office in acquiring and exercis-

ing an improper ascendancy over his fellow Justices

of the Peace, in intimidating the Magistrates, and

bringing their opinions to his will and to that of the

Executive, by employing threats of punishment and

exciting fears, equally hurtful to the interests of His
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Majesty's government and of His subjects in this

Prqvince, by destroying the confidence of the public
in the magistracy and in the administation of Jus-
tice.

"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com-

mittee, that the said Samuel Gale, as appears by a

letter by him addressed to the Earl of Dalhousie,
then Governor in Chief of this Province, and dated

Montreal, 17th August, '1827, did report to the

Executive four certain Magistrates who differed in

opinion with the said Samuel Gale on a legal ques-
tion, with a view that the Executive should punish
Bach Magistrates for the exercise of such opinion,
and that shortly after the names of those four Magis-
trates were struck out, or omitted in the Commission
of the Peace thereafter issued

;
and that the said

Samuel Gale is thereby guilty of having destroyed,
inasmuch as in him lay, all independence of the

Bench
;
and of having endangered the security of

His Majesty's subjects, and the safety of their liberties

and property.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that the said Samuel Chile, having been deputed
to England, as the hired Agent of the then obnox-

ious Administration, to oppose the complaints of the,

people of this Province, and to support .the odious.

Administration aforesaid, did, in his evidence before

a Committee of the House of Commons, calumniate

and defame this House
;
evince the most violent and

, unfounded prejudices against the laws, customs,
and institutions, in force in this country, misrepre-
sent the same, and proved himself thereby to be a

fixed and determined enemy, as well of the said laws,

customs and institutions, as of the majority of the peo-

ple of this Province.
"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that the Right Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, then.

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the.
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Colonies, 1)eing moved by principles of justice and

g)od
government, did as appears by a Despatch dated

owning Street, llth November, 1834, refuse to

sanction the appointment of the said Samuel Gale as

Judge of the Court of King's Bench, in consequence
of the line adopted by the said Samuel Gale, before the
aforesaid Committee of the House of Commons, in the

year 1828, and of the connection with the measures of
those times.

"
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that it is imprudent and unsafe, and dangerous
to the liberties, privileges, rights and properties of

the people of this Province, to intrust the Adminis-

tration of the said laws, customs and institutions to

the said Samuel Gale, in whom the people of this

Province, in consequence of his various acts, declara-

tions and proceedings aforesaid, have not, and cannot

have any confidence as a Judge.
<l

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-

tee, that an humble Address be presented to His Ex-

cellency, the Governor in Chief, with copies of the

Report and accompanying documents, together with

copies of the Report of the Special Committee of the

House of Assembly on the qualification of Justices

of the Peace, made in the second Session, of the

thirteenth Provincial Parliament, and the evidence

and documents annexed thereto; also of the third

Report of the Special Committee of this House, to

whom were referred Petitions on Grievances in the

same session, and the evidence, given by the said

Samuel Gale, before a Committee of the Honorable
the House of Commons, in the year 1828

; praying
His Excellency to take immediate steps, to have the

said Samuel Gale, removed from the office of Judge
of His Majesty's Court of King's Bench in this Pro-

vince."

To this His Excellency answered,
" I find by the

Report delivered to me with this Address, that Mr.
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Justice Gale, is accused of having been a partizan of

the Administration of the Earl of Dalhousie, against
which the people complained in the year 1827

;

of having in the year 1822, taken an active part in

circulating a Petition to the Imperial Parliament,

praying for the Legislative Union of the Provinces of

Upper and Lower Canada, which Petition is stated to

have been calumnious, and calculated to disturb the

institutions and customs of Lower Canada; of

having some years ago, while Chairman of the Quar-
ter Sessions at Montreal, made an improper and op-

pressive use of his office, tending to destroy the in-

dependence of the Magistracy ;
and finally of hav-

ing, in 1828, given evidence before a committee of the

House of Commons defamatory of the Assembly, and
hostile to the laws, customs and institutions in force in

this Province.
" All these allegations refer to a date antecedent

to Mr. Gale's being raised to a seat on the Bench,
but I find no statement reflecting on his conduct sub-

sequent to that appointment, nor, therefore, any
ground which would justify me, in entering into the

question whether, as prayed by the House, immedi-
ate meavsures should be taken for his removal

;
he has

been confirmed in his appointment, by the Royal
Prerogative, and failing any misbehaviour as a Judge,
it would be inconsistent with the security which
should always attach to the tenure of that office,

while rightfully administered, that I should consider,
whether he ought to be dismissed for acts committed
before His Majesty approved of his elevation to the
Bench."

This however, did not satisfy the Assembly, who
now determined upon an Address to His Majesty,
couched in the following terms :

"
We, Your Majesty's faithful Subjects, the Com-

mons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parliament as-

sembled, most respectfully approach Your Majesty, and

represent :
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" That after a due examination (as will appear by
a Report of the Standing Committee of Grievances

hereunto appended, and concurred in by Your Pe-

titioners,) into the character and conduct of Samuel

Gale, Esquire, lately appointed to the high office of

Judge of the Court of King's Bench for the District

of Montreal, the Commons of this Province decided

that the said Samuel Gale is a declared enemy of

the laws which he is sworn to administer; that he

has been guilty of divers misdemeanors
;
that he has

been engaged in a long series of acts of hostility

against the good people of this Province, their lan-

guage, customs and institutions
;

and that by his

public misconduct he has deprived himself of the

confidence, as well of Your Majesty's subjects in

this colony as of their Representatives ;
and who in

consequence, presented in the course of the present
session of the Provincial Parliament, an humble Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, pray-

ing His Excellency to take immediate steps to have

the said Samuel Gale removed from the said office of

Judge.
" That your Petitioners have to complain that His

Excellency the Governor in Chief has refused to com-

ply with their just demands, and considered that

there was no ground which would justify His Excel-

lency in entering into the question, whether, as

prayed for by this House, immediate measures should

be taken for the removal of the said Samuel Gale
from the Bench, .and that it would be inconsistent

with the security which should always attach to the

tenor of that office, to consider whether the said

Samuel Gale ought to be dismissed for acts commit-
ted before His Majesty approved of his elevation to the

Bench.
" That His Excellency the Gevernor in Chief does

not appear by his answer to the said Address, to have

correctly understood the paramount reasons, and
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grounds, which induced Your Petitioners to demand
the removal from office of the said Samuel Gale.

That Your Petitioners never pretended . to demand
such removal for acts reflecting on the conduct of the

said Samuel Gale subsequent to his appointment to

the Bench, but for acts committed and opinions ex-

pressed before his elevation to the Bench, which

utterly disqualified him from being intrusted with
the administration of the laws in this Province, and

deprived him of that public confidence which is so

necessary to every person invested with so exalted and

important an office.
" That the disqualification under which the said

Samuel Gale labored, in consequence of acts commit-
ted by him, before his appointment to the Bench,
was solemnly recognized by one of Your Majesty's

principal Secretaries of State for the Colonies, in a

despatch, dated llth November, 1834, who refused

to confirm the said appointment ;
and that the subse-

quent confirmation thereof by the Right Honorable
the Earl of Aberdeen, upon which His Excellency the

Governor in Chief, in his answer aforesaid, grounds his

refusal, does not and can not, in any way remove the

disqualification which previously existed, and which

justly opposed the elevation of the said Samuel Gale to

the Bench.
"
That, moreover, the confirmation invoked by His

Excellency the Governor in Chief, cannot be of any

weight in the present case, inasmuch as it appears

by a despatch, addressed by Lieutenant General Lord

Aylmer to the Secretary of State for the Colonial

department, and dated Castle, St. Lewis, 23rd Jan.,

1835, that the Earl of Aberdeen was led into error

by false and unfounded misrepresentations contained

in the said despatch, in which, among other things,
it is erroneously stated that " those who in the first

instance were averse to his (the said Samuel Gale's)

appointment, have ceased to complain of it," that the
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appointment
'
is very generally approved of/ and that

{ the removal
'

of the said Samuel Gale from the

Bench ' would have a very bad effect in this Pro-

vince,' assertions which are contradicted by, and at

total variance with the representations of the people
of this Province, and of their Representatives in Par-

liament assembled, and moreover specially contra-

dicted by the fact that the latter have always declined

to vote the salary of the said Samuel Gale as a Judge.
" That His Excellency the Governor in Chief, in

enumerating the various grounds of disqualification
set forth against the fitness of the said Samuel Gale

for the high office to which he has been improperly

appointed, has omitted to notice two charges which,

although passed over in silence by His Excellency,
are particularly disreputible to the said Samuel Gale ;

and Your Petitioners hope that His Excellency dees

not thereby intend to convey the impression that -the

said charges are frivolous or unfounded, or by such

omission to sanction, in a high Magisterial Func-

tionary, acts tending to bring disrespect on the laws,
and to corrupt the source of justice.

'5 That Your Petitioners solemnly protest against
the inferences which might be deduced from the

principles laid down in His Excellency's answer

aforesaid, that the character and conduct of a man
however bad and censurable they may be antecedent

to his appointment to office, are not sufficient grounds
when made known to competent authority, to justify
that authority in removing the persons so disqualified

by previous bad conduct, from any office to which
he may have been improperly and injudiciously ap-

pointed ;
inasmuch as such principles, when practi-

cally carried out, cannot fail to produce consequences
peculiarly fatal to the purity and independence of
thx Bench, as they tend to convert the Ermine of
Justice into a cloak to cover the misconduct of public

men, and to protect them from the just consequences
of their evil acts.



202

" Tliat Your Petitioners regret that, if His Excel-

lency the Governor in Chief did not feel disposed, or

authorized, to do full and immediate justice to the

people and to this House, by the removal from office

ofthe said Samuel Gale, he did not think proper to

send the said Address and Reports, Resolutions, docu-

ments and evidence accompanying the same, to

England, and recommend the whole to the favorable

consideration of your Majesty ; but, on the contrary,
deemed it expedient to put his direct veto on the

demand of Your Petitioners respectfully conveyed
to His Excellency in the Address aforesaid.

" Wherefore Your Petitioners, the. Representatives
of Your Majesty's subjects in Lower Canada, pray
Your Majesty to take the facts set forth and referred

to in the said fifth Report of the Standing Committee
of Grievances into Your favorable consideration, so

that the complaints therein contained may be reme-

died and justice be done to Your Majesty's suffering

subjects in this province by the removal of the said

Samuel Gale from the of office of Judge of Your Ma-

jesty's Court of King's Bench, to whicla he has been

unworthily and improperly appointed."
An Address was then voted,

"
informing His Ex-

cellency that this House hath voted an humble Address
to his Majesty, praying the removal of Samuel Gale

Esquire, from his office of Judge of Court of King's

Bench, in this Province, and that His Excellency
would be pleased to transmit the said Address to His

Majesty's government in England, to be laid at the

foot of the Throne, together with copies of the fifth

Report of the Standing Committee of Grievances,
concurred in by this House, and the resolutions,

evidence and documents accompanying the same, in

order that the complaint therein contained be reme-

died, and that justice be done in the premises to His

Majesty's suffering subjects in this province."
With this Address the Speaker, attended by the

House, waited upon the Governor, who answered
;
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" In compliance with your wishes 1 will not fail to

transmit, for the purpose of being laid at the foot of

the Throne, your Address to our Most Gracious Sove-

reign, together with the other documents relating to the

case of Mr. Justice Gale.
" I shall avail myself of the same opportunity to

forward such explanations and comments as seem to

be called for by those parts' of the Address which relate

to my official conduct in this matter.

Nothing afterwards transpired on the matter to

disturb Mr. Gale, who, as already mentioned, was
maintained in his office, and gave, there is reason to

believe, very general satisfaction to all classes by his

upright performance of the important duties attached

to it.*

A petition against Mr. Justice Fletcher, of the

District of St. Francis, was again laid before the

Assembly this session, by Mr. Silas Horton Dickeson,

renewing the complaints he had made in 1829 against
that gentleman, and praying the House would resume
the consideration of the grievances set forth in the

Former petition. This also was referred to the Stand-

ing Committee of Grievances, who reported un-

favorably of the Judge. .Resolutions in conformity
to the Report were adopted, and an Address to the Gov-

. ernor was accordingly presented. It stated :

" That since Ihe appointment of Mr. Justice Fletcher

to the Bench of the District of Saint Francis, he has

abused the power confided to him, to the injury of
His Majesty's subjects, and in manifest violation of his

duty to the king.
" That he has unjustly and arbitrarily fined and

imprisoned divers of the King's subjects for various

pretended contempts of his Court, and during a series

of years, on various pretexts, has vexed and harrassed
them.

* He has since, to make room for another, been placed upon
a retiring pension of 600 a year.
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" That he has repeatedly sat in judgment in cases

originating with himself, and in which he took a

personal interest, and pronounced illegal and iniquitous
decisions therein.

" That he has repeated and aggravated the punish-
ment when the parties, on whom his displeasure had

fallen, applied to a Superior Court for redress
;
and

that he also extended the punishment to the Attornies

of the parties whom he so fined and imprisoned.
" That he had so vexatiously, oppressively and

monstronsly demeaned himself, as to bring the King's
name and government into contempt, and to excite

disaffection and disloyalty among the parties subjected
to his influence.

" That these facts are proved by matter of record,

explained indeed by parole testimony, but of itself

so conclusive, that we cannot doubt that Your Fxcel-

lency, readily admitting their force and sufficiency,
will conclude that Mr. Justice Fletcher is guilty to

the extent set forth herein, as well as in the Report
of the several Committees which have, from time to

time been eagaged in the investigation of the conduct
of Mr. Justice Fletcher. With this view, we lay
before Your Excellency the said Report and the evi-

dence on which the same is founded
;
and we respect-

fully submit that if such conduct receive the counte-

nance of His Majesty's government; if it were not

punished in an exemplary manner, the ties which

bind that portion of the King's subjects to His Ma-

jesty's .person and government, must be injuriously

weakened, and the most fatal consequences must
ensue.

"
Wherefore, we humbly pray that Your Excllency

will be pleased forthwith to dismiss Mr. Justice Flet-

cher from office."

To the messengers presenting the Address, he
answered

;

" The charges against the conduct of

Mr. Justice Fletcher, as a Judge, which are brought
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under my notice by this Address, merit, and shall not

fail to receive from me, the most attentive considera-

tion
;
but as it does not appear that Mr. Fletcher has

yet had an opportunity of meeting the evidence ad-

duced against him, or of making his defence, I cannot
come to any decision in this matter, until after I
shall have heard what Mr. Fletcher may have to say
in his vindication, and the whole case shall have thus
been brought under my judgment."

Nothing further was heard of the matter, and Mr.
Justice Fletcher retained his office.

A petition complaining of Mr. Justice Thompson
the provincial Judge for the District of Gaspe, and ac-

cusing him of divers high crimes and misdemeanors,
was presented early in the session by Mr. Jos. Francois
Deblois, in his own name, as Attorney and Practi-

tioner in the Judges Court, recently returned for

the first time to serve in the Assembly as Represen-
tative for Bonaventure. The petition being referred

to the Standing Committee of Grievances, evidence

was taken, upon it including that of Mr. Deblois him-

self, and a Report unfavorable to Mr. Thompson was in

due time brought in, pursuant to which the House
came to the following resolutions, it being at the

same time resolved that the inquiry should be resumed
the next session.

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That
John Crawler Thompson, Esquire, Judge of the Pro-

vincial Court of the Inferior District of Gaspe, has

been guilty of a contempt of the laws of the coun-

try, by evincing repugnance, negligence and unpar-
donable indifference to the performance of his Judi-

cial duty; and that he has by his general conduct

opposed numerous obstacles to the despatch of busi-

ness and to the due administration of Justice, to the

great detriment of His Majesty's subjects in the said

Inferior District of Gaspe.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That
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the said John Gawler Thompson, has been guilty of

a shameful neglect of duty and of malversation in the

exercise of his said Judicial functions, having among
other things arrested and impeded the due course of

the law, by illegally delaying and refusing his ministry
to several of His Majesty's subjects in the said Inferior

District of Gasp6.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That

the said John Gawler Thompson has, in his Judicial

capacity, violated the enactments of the Statutes of

the Province of Lower Canada, relating to the juris-
diction and constitution of His Majesty's Provincial

Court of the Inferior District of Gaspe, and the rights
and privileges inherent in all His Majesty's subjects,
and solemnly guaranteed to them by the bill of rights ;

because the said Judge, in consequence of his in-

temperance, has rendered himself incompetent to

hold several of the Terms of the said Provincial

Court
; and, because, owing to the same cause, the

said Judge has only imperfectly held divers other Terms
of His Majesty's said Provincial Court of the said

Inferior District.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That

the said John Gawler Thompson has, in consequence
of his intemperance on the Bench, and while the

Court was sitting, been guilty of conduct which ren-

ders him unworthy of His Majesty's confidence : and
that he cannot hold the office of Judge in this Province

in a manner compatible with the honor of Her Majes-

ty's Government, and the interests of the people of this

country.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That an

humble Address be presented to His Excellency the

Governor in Chief, praying him to use the powers
vested in him by his Commission, for the purpose of

provisionally suspending the said Honorable John
Gawler Thompson, Judge of His Majesty's Provin-

cial Court of the Inferior District of Gaspl, from the
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exercise of his judicial functions during the continu-

ance of the enquiry on the petition of Joseph Franco's

Deblois, Esquire, and until the final removal of the said

Judge maybe solemnlyawarded bythe proper authorities.

These being communicated to the Governor by an

Address,
" I shall not fail" said His Excellency in an-

swer " to give the most attentive consideration to the

charges brought under my notice by this Address, a-

gainst the conduct of Mr. Thomson, as the Judge of the

District of Gasp6 ;
but I cannot come to any decision

upon the case until I shah
1

have received from Mr.

Thompson such defence as he may have to offer to the

accusations preferred against him by theAssembly."*
* There being no tribunal in the Province, for the trial of

impeachments by the Assembly, this functionary, in the

public difficulties that ensued, escaped further perquisition,
but was never, in so far as I have been able to ascertain,

formally absolved from the charges preferred against him.
The Executive could not, with propriety, dismiss nor suspend
him from his office on the ex parte .evidence received by the

Assembly, and on which it had impeached him. He had pro-
cured in vindication of himself divers certificates, some on
oath it is said, of his good conduct, character and standing
in the District subject to his jurisdiction, as well as an Address

prepared by, or at the suggestion of his friends or depend-
ents, expressive of the public approbation and confidence in

him, which were publicly hawked about the District for sig-
nature by a bailiff of his Court, and to such as refused to

sign mdlheur, when they afterwards recurred to his Court. It

is nevertheless, a fact within my own knowledge, and since
that time amply verified by an inquiry instituted by the Ex-
ecutive government, that his administration of the Laws had
produced much dissatisfaction, and was exceedingly un-
popular, and indeed odious to the inhabitants universally.
Much of this unpopularity, however, it 13 but proper to re-

mark, was due to the belief prevalent in the District of Gaspe",
whether with or without cause I cannot say, that he was un-

duly, influenced in his Judicial decisions by an Attorney, a
relation of his, practising in his Court, whose indiscreet and
habitual boasting of his influence over the Judge, partly from
vanity, and partly to procure practice, if it did not actually
give .rise to the notion, essentially countenanced and en-

couraged it.

The abuses complained of in the impeachment alluded to,

having escaped impuniiy, went on increasing until the Union,
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By petition of Mr. Adolphus M. Hart, a student at

law, a complaint was also laid before the Assembly
against Mr. Justice Bowen, one of the Judges of the

Court of King's Bench at Quebec, accusing him of

shortly after which, Commissioners were appointed, pursu-
ant to an Address (which I felt it my duty to move, as Re-

presentive for the County of Gaspe) from the Legislative
Assembly to the Governor, in the first Session (1841) and
who, in the summer of 1842, proceeded to the District of

Gaspe to enquire as to the nature of the alleged abuses and
to Report upon the subject. The gentlemen selected for the

purpose,the Hon. A.. W. Cochran and P.B. Dumoulin, Esquire,
both Barristers of respectable ^standing, were well qualified
for the mission.

They reported very largely, and, as I can Touch from my
own personal knowledge, faithfully on the subject matter
of enquiry committed to them. Their Report, stands in the
Journal of the Legislative Assembly for 1843. "No words
that we can use," say those gentlemen with great truth
" can exaggerate the distrust and dissatisfaction with it (the
Administration of Justice) expressed to us, with one almost
unanimous voice, by all classes of the people who have had
occasion to seek justice in

the_ Court, from the fisherman in

his boat to the merchant of extensive dealings, and from

Gaspe Basin to the Ristigouche. The force and extent of the

feeling of distrust and dissatisfaction which we have describ-

ed, would alone, as it appears to us, be a sufficient reason for

attempting some remedy by a change of system. While we
studiously discouraged, and as far as possible repressed accu-
sations or complaints against the personal conduct, character
or capacity of individuals connected with the administration
of justice, we found those grounds of want of confidence to

be too generally prevailing to be kept out of sigh, and we have
not therefore felt ourselves at liberty to mutilate or suppress

any part of the written communications to this purpose which
we have received, being convinced in annexing them in

extenso to our Report, that no other effect will be allowed
to them by Your Excellency than is consistent vith justice
and the public good." His jurisdiction, from .100 was re-

duced to 50 and limited to the County of Bonaventure, a
District Judge being appointed to the County of Gaspe with
a like limited jurisdiction, it being also provided by the same
Act that a Superior Term should once a year be held in the

District of Gaspe, by a Judge of the Superior Court at Que-
bec, assisted by the two district or local Judges. The system
ia still no doubt very imperfect, but will be improved gradual-
ly by the Legislature as its defects become apparent. R. C. j
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being ''notoriously a partial, violent and corrupt

Judge; that lie had during a series of years been

guilty of flagrant abuses of his judicial authority ;

that he has oppressed divers of the suitors who had

applied toj the said Court for justice ;
that he has

pronounced opposite judgments in cases similarly

situated, and that these judgments are ascribable to

his partiality for his relatives and friends, and to his

personal animosities towards others of the said suitors.

That he had by such gross violation of the law sub-

jected divers of His Majesty's subjects to enormous
and various expenses and injuries ;

affected the char-

acter of the administration of justice, by reason

whereof His Majesty's subjects repose no confidence

in the tribunal in which the said Judge presides."
The petitioner pledged himself " to specify and

prove by competent testimony a great number of

instances of gross misconduct on the part of the said

Judge in his judicial capacity," and prayed for an

investigation into his public conduct and character.

The petition was forthwith referred to the Standing
Committee on Grievances, with " an instruction to it

to inquire into the public character and conduct of the

Hon. Mr. Justice Bowen."
s

Mr. Bowen petitioned the House, repelling in strong
terms the imputations of his accuser, and requesting
that he should " be required forthwith to exhibit

such specific allegations as may afford to the peti-
tioner some idea of the charges which the House is

called upon to investigate, and that thereupon after

such specification of his charges shall have been pro-

duced, such reasonable opportunities may be afforded

to the petitioner, to be present, and with counsel, if

he see
fit, to confront the witnesses to be adduced,

and put such questions to them as the petitioner may
be advised, to elicit truth, and for the preservation
of that honor and character of the petitioner without
which life is not worth preserving ;

and that in default

of the said Hart presenting such specific allegations
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within such short period as the House may be pleased
to assign, his said petition and complaint may be re-

jected with such expressions of disapprobation as

conduct so unjustifiable would naturally call for
;

and the petitioner lastly claims of the House all such

relief as in its justice and wisdom may be deemed right
and proper."

It being moved on Mr. Bowen's petition
" That it

be an instruction to the Standing Committee on

Grievances to require the petitioner, Mr. Hart, to

specify and articulate the various subjects of com-

. plaint which he may have against the said Judge,
Edward Bowen, Esquire," the house resolved itself

into Committee of the Whole to deliberate upon the

subject, and rose without reporting. In other words,
Mr. Bowen's request was refused. The Committee

consequently proceeded on the inquiry, and finally

made a report unfavorable to Mr. Bowen; but at so

late a period of the Session that the matter could not

be brought to a close. It was stated in the Report,
that " the facts elicited in the course of the investiga-
tion are so important; they have so much the im-

press of truth
; they contain so much grave matter

which must be laid to the charge of the Honorable

Judge, that your Committee cannot hesitate to re-

cord their opinion that there is room for accusation."

It ^consequently was resolved by the House that it

was "
expedient to continue the inquiry into the

public character and conduct of Mr. Justice Bowen,
during the ensuing session of Parliament." The

posture of public affairs when the next session took

place was such, however, as to prevent proceedings
in any of the inquiries that had been continued over,
and Mr. Bowen consequently escaped all further per-

quisition.
Messrs. Felton and Gugy, the former Commis-

sioners of Crown Lands, and the latter Sheriff of the

District of Montreal, and both members of the Le-
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gislative Council, were not so fortunate. In conse-

quence of a Report from the Standing Committee on

Grievances, who had been instructed to prosecute
an inquiry (instituted the previous session) into the

public character and conduct of the Hon. W. B.

Felton, an Address was sent up to His Excellency as

follows :

"
We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects the

Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parliament

assembled, humbly approach Your Excellency for

the purpose of representing : That after a full, calm

and dispassionate investigation of the charges brought
against the Honorable William Bowman Felton, in

his public character as agent for the settlement of

the Townships of Ascot, Eaton, Hatley, Orford and

Stoke, -and after having received and maturely
weighed the multitudinous and irrefragable evidence

adduced in support of those charges, the conviction

has been irresistible forced on us, that the said Honor-
able William Bowman Felton, has grossly, dishonestly
and oppressively abused the confidence reposed in him

by His Majesty's government, and is unfit to hold any
office under the Crown.

" Because it is established by evidence under the

hand of the said Honorable William Bowman Felton

himself, explained and elucidated indeed by other

and conclusive testimony, but sufficient in itself

alone to establish all the facts alleged in the said

charges, that the said William [Bowman Felton has

been guilty of oppression, peculation and extortion,

by abusing the powers entrusted to him in relation

to the waste lands of the Crown^ that he falsely and

fraudulently represented himself to be the proprietor
of a great extent of those lands to which he had no
manner of right, that he falsely and fraudently
denied that such lands could be gratuitously granted
to divers settlers who applied for and were entitled

thereto upon the mere performance of the settling
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duties, and concealed from them that it was his

bounden duty to make such grants, that he cor-

ruptly and oppressively exacted and received from
the said settlers applying for (and entitled to gratui-
tous grants, large sums of money as the price of

land which he sold as belonging to himself, which
was in fact the property of the Crown, and of which
he was by his office bonnd to procure them gratui-
tous grants, and that he knowingly and fraudu-

lently exacted and received from His Majesty's

government a grant of ten thousand acres more than

it was intended to convey to him, and that he de-

signed to retain the same, although it would appear
that he was subsequently compelled to make &ome kind

of restitution.
" We further submit for the consideration of Your

Excellency a copy of the Report of the^Special Com-
mittee by whom the investigation was conducted,
and of the evidence taken by them

;
and we beg

leave respectfully to solicit Your Excellency's atten-

tion to the serious nature of the charges against the

said Honorable William Bowman Felton, and the

indubitable evidence by which they have been support-
ed and proved.

" Wherefore we humbly pray that Your Excellency
will render manifest to the people of this Province

that honesty and good faith are among the essential

requisites of fitness for public office under His Majes-

ty's government, by forthwith removing the said Hon-
orable William Bowman- Felton from all offices of honor

or emolument which he may hold by commission dur-

ing pleasure.
To this he answered,

" I am sensible of the se-

riousness of the charges which accompany this Ad-

dress, and of the weight of the evidence adduced in

support of them. But until the party accused shall

have offered his defence, which he has been called

upon to furnish without delay, the time is not arrived
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when a conclusion can, with propriety, be adopted by
the government.

" Some of the accusations appear to me to contain

allegations of fraud requiring the decision of a Court

of Justice, and I shall take the opinion of my responsi-
ble legal advisers on the subject. Upon obtaining their

Report, and as soon as the required explanation from

the accused shall be received. I will not fail to take the

best means iu my power for obtaining a just and speedy
termination of the case."

Mr. Felton was finally removed from his office on the

strength of the above.

Mr. Gugy was accused principally of giving
''

false

evidence in his examination before the Special Com-
mittee appointed to inquire concerning the fees and

emoluments received by the ^Sheriffs, Prothonotaries

and criers of the Court of Appeals, and Courts of

King's Bench of this Province, in virtue of their re-

spective offices," the Assembly declaring that in so

doing he had been guilty of a high misdemeanour
and a breach of the privileges of the House.* The

* " That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by such
false evidence, the said Lewis Gugy intended deliberately
and corruptly to conceal from the knowledge of this House,
the enormous and disproportionate amount of the fees and
emoluments which he receives as Sheriff of the District of

Montreal, and, thereby to prevent this House and His Ma-
jesty's Government from applying an effective remedy to the

great abuses and grievances aforesaid, under which His Ma-
jesty's faithful subjects are suffering." That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the Legis-
lature of this Province has already exerted itself to improve
the Physical and moral condition of the accused persons and
those under sentence in the Gaols of tl.is Province, and that
until its efforts and labours can be followed by immediate
effect, it is expedient 1o remedy the abuses which may exist
in the keeping and management of the Common Gaols in the
several districts of this Province.

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by the com-
mon law of the country, as well as by the Act passed in the

forty-fifh year of George the Third, chapter thirteen, the
Common Gaols in and for the several districts of this Pro-

vince, are placed under the care of the Sheriffs in their respec-
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Assembly addressed the Governor on the subject,
who promised to take it into serious consideration

,

tive districts
;
and that by virtue of the said laws it is the

especial duty of Lewis Gugy, Enquire, Sheriff of the District of

Montreal, to keep and superintend the Common Gaol of the
district of Montreal, and to see that it is healthy and secure.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the Offi-

cers to whom the keeping, security and healthiness of the said

Gaol were entrusted, had at their disposal on the 9th Decem-
ber, 1835, the means of furnishing to the prisoners therein

confined, the usual and sufficient allowance of provisions and
fuel to maintain and preserve the lives of the said prisoners.

' ' That it iS the opinion of this Committee, That the death of

the prisoner,John Collins ,which happened in the said common
Gaol of the district of Montreal, in the night between the 9th
and 10th of December, 1835, is to be attributed chiefly and in

great measure, to the culpable negligence of the subordinate

Officers who had the care and keeping of the said Gaol, and
whose duty it was to watch over the health of those whom it

contained, and that the Sheriff of. the district of Montreal was
bound ta superintend the said Officers, and is responsible for

their conduct, and has been guilty of violating his duty in not

superintending them with sufficient care, and in neglecting to

see that the said Gaol was kept in proper order, and the

health of the prisoners properly attended to.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by his an-

swers before the Special Committee directed to enquire into

the circumstances which preceded and accompanied the death

of the said John Collins, and the state of the said Gaol, the

said Lewis Gugy has shewn himself ignorant of the state,

keeping and maragcment of the Gaol under his charge ;
that

the said Lewis Gugy has permitted the existence of serious

abuses and vicious regulations in the said Gaol so under his

care, and has not taken any means to remedy them
;
and he

has permitted and authorized the continuance in office, as

Turnkeys, of the two sons of the Gaoler, notwithstanding their

bad conduct and immoral character, with which circum-

stances the said Lewis Gney was acquainted.
" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the said

Lewis Gugy is therefore unworthy to enjoy the confidence of

His Majesty's Government in this Province, or to hold any
place of honor or of profit therein.

" That it is the opinion ot this Committee, That an humble
Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor in Chief

praying that he will be pleased to exercise the powers with

wMcb his Commission invests him, by removing the said Lewis

Gugy from the office of Sheriff of the 'district of W ontrtal, and
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and adopt such measures as the case might require.
This gentleman also was socn after removed from his

office.* There were addresses against other officials,

but of minor rank, including Mr. Whitcher, Sheriff

of the District of St. Francis; J. M. Mondelet, Coro-

ner at Montreal
;
D. Chisholme, Clerk of the Peace

at Three Rivers; Edward Holland, the Gaoler at

Montreal, and Daniel Arnoldi, physician of the gaol

thereof; some of whom also were dismissed. Some

that he will not hereafter appoint him to any place of honor o

profit in this Province."
The Quebec Mercury makes the following ironical remarks,

OH the accusation of Mr. Gsgy by the Assembly :

" Is a member of the Legislative Council, Summoned the

Grand Jury which found no Bill against the Military accused
lor the 21st of May affair. A gentleman by birth and education
was not well acquainted with his pecuniary concerns

;
ad-

vanced 2000 to support the prisoners, &.C., while the Assem-

bly had made no provision; therefore guilty of the sufferings
which are supposed to have occasioned the death of the priso-
ner. Has a very profitable place, arising from fees, which the

Assembly has again sanctioned by Bill this session. It would
no doubt suit a patriot.

* Mr. Gugy was of a patrician family in Switzerland, and
served when a youth in the famous Swiss Guards in the em-

ploy of the King of France, the unfortunate Louis XVI, and
narrowly escaped the memorable massacre ot those guards in

defence of the King. He immigrated shortly after the French
revolution to Canada, where he inherited, or rather came by
will, to a very considerable property including the valuable

Seigniory of Yamachihe, and other estates, in the District of

Three Rivers, bequeathed to him by an uncle, the He n. Conrad

Gugy, wn na cl been an officer of the 60th Regiment,and serv-

ed under Wolfe, during the siege of Quebec, in 1*759, and
who shortly after this, left the army and settled in Canada,
where he finally became a member of the Executive and Legis-
lative Councils. His nephew, the gentleman here spoken of,

served for many years in the responsible office of Sheriff in

the District of Three Rivers, and was in reward of his diligence
and punctuality in the duties of this office, promoted to the
more lucrative shrievalty of Montreal. He commanded during
the late war with the United States, one of the Battalions

(the third) of the incorporated militia of Lower Canada, ac-

tively serving on the frontiers, nnd in that, as in other capa-
cities in which, through a long life, he acted, was deemed an
efficient and zealous, public servant. Age, aggrevattd by do-
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of these proceedings may very probably have origi-
nated in private and vindictive motives from party or

other causes, but there can be no doubt whatever that

the prevalence of abuses as well by certain of the Judges
as others in office, loudly called for investigation.
The Standing Committee of Grievances laboured

unremittingly, as may be supposed from the Dumber

(thirteen in all) and extent of their Reports embrac-

ing every topic of grievance that could well be ima-

gined. The fourth of these voluminous papers is pro-

bably the most interesting. It was made pursuant to an
'

instruction from the House "
to inquire into the pro-

'

ceedings adopted by either House of the Imperial Par-
' liament of Great Britain and Ireland, relative to the
'

petitions addressed by this House, and the people of
' this colony, to His Majesty and the said Parliament in
' the year 1834 on the state of the Province." This

document, to which there was an appendix of volumin-

ous correspondence and papere, including the proceedings
before the Committee of the House of Commons in 1834
on Canadian affairs, concluded as follows :

" A system of misrepresentation and premeditated de-

ception, which your Committee have just exposed, unin-

terruptedly continued for five years, could not fail to

embroil your Honorable House with His Majesty's min-
isters

; ty shake the coufidenne of His Majesty's sub-

jects in the justice of His Majesty's Government; and
Lo plunge this Province in confusion from one extremity
to the other.

" To be relieved from the misgovernment and oppres-
sion which proceeded from such a state of things, your
Honorable House and the people of this Province ap-
mestic crosses had, it seems, impaired to mental alienation,
his faculties, and occasioned the errors, at which the Assem-

bly took offence, and visited him with their displeasure, which
he did not long survive. Personally acquainted, for a long
period, thirty years at least, with the late Colonel Gugy, it is

due to his memory, to express my conviction,humble though it

be, that he would have scorned, in the full possession of his

intellects, to shield himself at the expense of truth or honor,
from any liability however grave, or I new him not. R. C.
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pealed once more to the Imperial Parliament. The Ke-

port, evidence and documents hereunto annexed, are the

fruit of that appeal.
" From a careful examination of those despatches and

documents, and a faithful comparison thereof with the

various messages and other communications made by
the late Governor in Chief to your Honorable House in

His Majesty's name, your Committee are of opinion :

"That Matthew Whitworth, Lord Aylmer, late Gover-

nor in Chief of this Province, has grossly abused the au-

thority and trust reposed in him bj> the King, his mas-

ter, and been guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors.
" That he has been in the constant practice of

mutilating and curtailing various despatches trans-

mitted to him by the King's ministers, before com-

municating the same to your Honorable House,

thereby"j wilfully misrepresenting and perverting the

views of the King's Government.
" That he has flagrantly and repeatedly disobeyed

the King's instructions.
" That he was frequently, to the injury of the in-

terests of the Province, refused to communicate, or

falsely denied that he had information with which

your Honorable House, with a view to promote the

public service, requested to be furnished.
" That he has wilfully and maliciously deceived

the King's government as to the views, opinions,
and wishes of your Honorable House, representing
His Majesty's subjects in this Province.

" That he has attempted at sundry times, to des-

troy the constitutional and inherent priviledges of
the Legislature of this Province.

" That he has, by wicked and evil counsel, attempted
to mislead, and actually did mislead, the servants of the

Crown on matters touching the welfare of this Province,
and the rights and liberties of the good people thereof,

thereby endangering the safety and connexion of this

colony as a dependency of the British Crown.
" The whole nevertheless humbly submitted."
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An Address was voted to His Excellency praying
he would be pleased to transmit the fourth Report of
the Standing Committee on Grievances, to His Ma-

jesty's Government in England, with which he com-

plied.

Besides the Standing Committee on Grievances,
there were other Committees, as may have been ga-
thered by the reader from what has preceded, oc-

cupied in the research and investigation of public
abuses. A Special Committee had been appointed
" to inquire concerning the officers of the Executive

Government, their number and functions, and the

salaries, fees and emoluments received by each of
them

;
and whether there is any improper accumu-

lation of public officers in any one person, other than
those provided for by the Bill for securing the dig-

nity and independence of the Councils and judiciary,

passed in a former session of the Provincial Parlia-

ment ;* and also whether any reduction can be made
in, or any regulation established with regard to the

said salaries, fees and emoluments, or the mode of

conducting the public business, by which the public

good can be advanced." Upon the first Report of this

Committee, the following resolutions were passed by the

House :

" That the cumulation of the offices of Execu-
tive Councillor and Judge of the Court of Appeals,
of Law Clerk of the Legislative Council, of Auditor
of Land Patents, and of Commissioner of the Court
of Escheats, in the same person, is contrary to the

public gopd and incompatible with the due and

efficient performance of the duties of the said offices
;

that neither of the offices of Law Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council, or of Commissioner of the Court of

Escheats, ought to be held by an Executive Councillor;
and that both of them ought not to be held by one and

the same person.f
* Which however had been lost.

t Hon. A. W. Cochran.
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" That the cumulation of the officers of Grand

Voyer of the District of Quebec, and of Provincial

Aid-de-Camp, in the same person, is contrary to the

public good, and incompatible with the due and effici-

ent performance of the duties of the said offices
;
and

that each of the said offices ought to be held by a separ-
ate person.*

" That the cumulation of the offices of Assistant

Civil Secretary, and of Assistant in the Crown Land

Office, in the same person, is contrary to the public

good, and incompatible with the due and efficient

performance of the duties of the said offices
;
and that

each of the said offices ought to be held by a seperate

person.f
" That the cumulation of the offices of Executive

Councillor, being a Member of the Court of Appeals,
of Commissioner of the Jesuit's Estates, and of Mas-
ter of the Trinity House at Quebec, in the same per-

son, is contrary to the public good, and incompatible
with the due and efficient performance of the duties of

the said offices
;
and that each of the said offices ought

to be held by a separate person.^" That the cumulation of the offices of Coroner of

the District of Three Rivers, and of Clerk of the

Peace for the same District, in the same person, is

contrary to the public good, and incompatible with
the due and efficient performance of the duties of the

said offices; and that each of the said offices ought to

be held by a separate person.
" That the cumulation of the offices of .Executive

Councillor, being a Judge of the Court of Appeals,
and of Grand Voyer for the District of Three Rivers,
in the same person, is contrary to the public good,
and incompatible with the due and efficient perform-

*'E. R. Antrobus, Esquire,
t J. Davidson, Esquire.
$ Hon. Jobn Stewart.
David Chisholm, Esquire.
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ance of the duties of the said offices
;
and that each

of the said offices ought to be held by a separate

person.*
" That an humble Address be presented to His

Excellency the Governor in Chief, accompanied by
a copy of the preceding resolutions, and of the Report
of a Special Committee of the House, on which they
are founded

; humbly praying His Excellency to be

pleased to give effect to the opinions therein' ex-

pressed, and to remove a grievance long and ear-

nestly complained of by all classes of His Majesty's

subjects in this Province, by causing each of the

persons in whom the cumulation of offices mentioned
in the said resolutions and Report exists, to make his

election of one of the offices he may so hold, and

removing him from the rest
;
and also by conferring

the offices thereby rendered vacant on separae per-

sons, so as to ensure the due and efficient performance
of the duties thereof.

To the Addres-s of the Assembly he answered,
" I will not fail to carry into execution the direc-

tions of His Majesty, as announced in my Speech at

the opening of the Session, with reference to persons

holding incompatible or incongruous appointments.
And I further request you to assure the House, that

in nominating to vacant offices I shall not lose sight of

their wishes, which are in strict accordance with my
own views on the subject."

Another Committee had been named " to inquire
into the present condition of the Post Office Depart-

ment, with the view to the application of an efficient

remedy to the defects in its organisation and man-

agement." Upon a Report of this Committee, it

was resolved,
" that an humble Address be presented

to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, praying
His Excellency to direct the proper officer to adopt

legal measures to oblige Thomas Allen Stayner,
* Hon. H. Heney,
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Esquire, Deputy Post Master General, to reimburse a

certain sum of nine thousand five hundred and fifty

pounds five shillings and two pence currency, which the

said Thomas Allen Stayner has received since his ap-

pointment to his present office, for the transmission of

Newspapers and other printed Papers and Pamphlets by
mail

;
and which sum the said Thomas Allen Stayner,

without authority ef law, appropriated to his own pri-
vate use and benefit.*

.*" Sufficient data have, however, been obtained to convince
them that the Post Office Department in the Canadas has been
a source of revenue to Great Britain, large sums having been

annualy i emitted by the Deputy Post Master General to the

General Post Office, London. For the thirteen years ending
in 1834 inclusive, the enormous sum of 91,685 "a. 9d.. ster-

ling, has been transmitted to England by the Post office of

this Province
;
the average remittance of the last four years

being 10,041 13s. 4d. , sterling, per annum.
" The Deputy POst Master General would pretend that the

large sums of the public revenue,which he thus disposes of to

his own personal advantage, are a quantum moruii which he
receives from the printers for certain services which he renders

them. But Your Committee would respectfully submit, that

this reasoning is perfectly fallacious,since it is not the Deputy
Post Master General but the Province which defrays the ex-

pense of transporting and carrying the ssid newspapers, and
of receiving and delivering them at the Post Offices. The
monies paid to contractors for carrying the mails, and the

salaries and remuneration of the respective Postmasters, and
their Assistants and Clerks, are, with the exception of a cer-

tain per centage on the amount of newspaper postage collect-

ed, paid for the gross receipts from letter postage.
" The Depty Post Master General contributes none of the

expenses for the transport of the Mails, nor of the salaries to

the Post Masters or their Assistants. The public revenue is

therefore taxed for his private advantage-; a fact which is es-

tablished beyond a doubt by the evidence of the contractor

who forwards the Mails between Quebec and Montreal, who
admits that the Province is charged an extra sum of 200 a

year, for the transport of newspapers on this route alone.
" The amount which the Deputy Postmaster General ac-

knowledges to have received from this source for the,last three

years, was as follows :

1832. 1833. 1834.

1841 9 10 2003 17 1863 1 1
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The observations below appeared in the Report upon
which the Address was voted.

The messengers presenting the Address received the

answer following :
"
Gentlemen, I have taken into my

serious consideration this Address, which prays that I

would direct the adoption of legal measures to oblige
Mr. Stayner, Deputy Post Master General, to reimburse

the sum of nine thousand five huudred and gfty pounds
five shillings and two pence, which,since his appointment
he has received, and without legal authority appropriat-
ed to his own use for transmission of Newspapers and
other Printed Papers and Pamphlets by Mail

;
and I

find from such information as I have been enabled to

collect, that the DeputyPost Master General receives his

Commission not from any local authority, but, under an

Imperial Act, from the Post Master General in the

United Kingdom, and that the net revenue derived by
means of the Provincial Post Office is transmitted to,

and forms part of the Revenues of the Parent State. I

also find that the proprietors of Newspapers are not ob-

liged by any legal provision, as in the case of Letters,
to u4:e the Post Office as a mode of conveyance for the

circulation of their Papers ;
but I am advised that un-

der the Imperial Act which establishes the rates of

" Under all these circumstances Your Committee conside
that the Deputy Postmaster General had no right to appro-
priate to his own private advantage the sums received for

the tranmission of newspapers and other pi inted papers by
mail in these Provinces, and respectfully suggest that means
be taken to oblige that officer to reimburse the said sum of

9550 5s. 2d. currency, which he has exacted and appropriat-
ed to his own use : the said sum, when recovered, to be divi-

ded in a proper proportion between Upper and Lower Cana-
da

;
thai he be obliged for the future to abstain from such

practices ;
and to pay into the general fund the net s'um

which shall be received from newspapsr printers, and for the
transmission of newspapers per post, after deducting the

Postmaster's per centage, which general fund ought to be

expended, after the ^necessary expenses are paid, in extend-

ing Post Office, accommodation in these Provinces^ instead of

being remitted to England, as is now the case."
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Postage,If News and other printed Papers are sent

by Mail, the Post Master might legally demand on

them the same rate of Postage as on Letters. This,

however, from liberal views towards the public, has

not been the practice ;
but the Deputy Post Masters

General of British North America have, from the

earliest period, been allowed, as a privilege and per-

quisite attached to the Office, to make, for their own

benefit, such arrangements with the different News-

paper proprietors as they could mutually agree upon
with -respect to the charge for transmitting Newspapers
through the Post Office.

Under these arrangements the charge, I under-

stand, is quite trifling compared to what might
legally be demanded for the benefit of the Imperial
Revenue

;
and as the privilege has recently been ex-

presslyrecognized and sanctioned by His Grace the Duke
of Richmond, while Post Master General, upon a com-

plaint formally made to him on the subject by a pro-

prietor of one of the Provincial Newspapers, I feel that

I could not with propriety comply with the prayer of

this Address. I will, however, communicate with His

Majesty's Government, and suggest the expediency of

their taking into early consideration the existing ar-

rangements on this head."*
* The view here taken of the subject bythe Governor seems

by no means sound. Although the Deputy Post Master Gen-
eral did not hold his Commission from any local authority,
but under an Imperial Act, and from the Post Master Gener-
al of the United Kingdom, still the monies he was receiving
under the Act were levied upon the people of Canada. He
was in the receipt of a large salary, paid out of those monies,
for the duties performed by him, and although the publishers
or proprietors of Newspapers were tot obliged by any legal

provisions, as in the ca^e of Letters, to use the Post office as
a conveyance for the circulation of their Papers, this really
could be no just reason, while they thought proper to do so,
as the quickest and cheapset mode they could adopt for the
circulation of theirPapers,for allowing the DeputyPost Master
General to make this a privilege and a perqusite appertaining
to his offic.e, and to permit him to make, for his own benefit,
such arrangements with the different Newspaper proprietors
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This inquiry into the condition of the Post Office

was, as recommended by the Committee, to have been re-

sumed at the next session,
" with a view to the applica-

tion of an efficient remedy to the defects in its organiza-
tion and management."
The defalcation of the late Receiver General, 31 r.

Caldwell, had hitherto remained unsettled, that gentle-
man still retaining the possession of extensive property

belonging to him, which if disposed of at its proper value

might, it was supposed, suffice to discharge the judgment
against him in favour of the government. A Commit-
tee was appointed

" to inquire into the present state of

the affairs relating to the defalcations of the late Recei-

ver General, John Caldwell, with an instruction to con-

sider what measures ought to be adopted by this House,
in order to secure the rights of the Province." The

Seigniory of Lauzon, belonging to Mr. Caldwell, it is to

be observed, was at this time under publication for sale

by the Sheriff, at suit of the Crown in satisfaction of

the jugdment it held against him. The Committee

reported as their opinion,
" that a sale of the kind

could not be otherwise than prejudicial to the inter-

ests of the Province, on account of the small number
of capitalists who could or would invest in the said

property a sufficient sum of money to pay anything

as they could mutually agree upon," while the public mails of

which these Papers made part, were conveyed at the public ex

pense. Whatever the u
practice" may have been " from the

earliest period," there was far less of liberal views towards

the public than towards the officer receiving a fixed salary of

j500 sterling, a year, and whose post, every thing considered,

was far more profitable, by means of that practice, than that

even of the Governor in Chief. The above, it ought, however,
to be observed, is not intended as derogatory in the least to

Mr. Stayner, who, although deemed to be for many years an

overpaid, is also universally acknowledged to have been a

zealous, indefatigable, and most efficient public functionary,
under whose ab'e supervision the postal communications dur-

ing the period of his services, (upwards of twenty-five years),
were remarkably facilitated and increased, so as to keep pace
with the commercial and other developments in the progress
and improvement of the country.
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near the amount due to the Province by the said

John Caldwell, Esquire."
4t It ?s with the greatest

regret," they observed,
" that your Committee per-

ceive the innumerable difficulties which must arise in

a question of that importance, and which might be

removed if the House were disposed to listen favor-

ably to certain proposals made to the Committee on
the part of Mr. Caldwell." They stated that he wao

disposed to give up, and even requested the House
to accept in payment of the balance due from him
to the Province, the Seigniory of Lauzon, which he

was ready to make over, provided a full discharge
were given him, and the Committee gave it as their

opinion,
" that for the sake of cutting short a great

number of litigious difficulties, and of avoiding the

enormous expenses which always attend a Sheriff's

sale, and the great sacrifice which such a sale would
cost the Province, it would be expedient to liaten favora-

bly to the proposals made by the said John Caldwell,

Esquire."
The House in Committee of the Whole having taken

the matter into consideration, passed the following re-

solutions :

"Resolved, that it would be advantageous for the
Province to acquire the property of the Seigniory of

Lauzon, when the same is sold by the Sheriff, in case no

biddings should be offered to an amount approaching its

real value.
"
Resolved, that it is expedient to appoint one or

more Commissioners to become the purchasers of the
said Seigniory of Lauzon, for and on behalf of the

Province, at such sale, which Commissioners shall

use their discretion with respect to the amunt of

the bidding, and shall administer the affairs of the
said Seigniory until the Session of the Parliament
next immediately after the purchase, by causing
figurative plans to be made of the different subdivi-

sions which might be made for the purpose of effect-
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ing a sale of the said Seigniory in different portions,
if it should be deemed necessary to sell the same, and
shall report to this House within the first fifteen days
of the aforesaid Session.

"
Resolved, that the Governor, Lieutenant Gover-

nor, or person administering the Government of this

Province, be authorized to issue his Warrant for a

sum, not exceeding five hundred pounds currency,
to be taken out of the unappropriated monies of this

Province, to meet the necessary expenses occasioned by
the said purchase, and the making of the said Plans.

"
Resolved, that if the said Seigniory should be pur-

chased by the said Commissioners, the Sheriff of the

District of Quebec shall not be entitled to any Com-
mission or poundage on the price for which the same
shall be sold."

A Bill in conformity with these was introduced

and passed, intituled,
" A Bill for the appointment

of Commissioners to bid at the sale of the Seigniory
of Lauzon, by the Sheriff, and for other purposes
therein mentioned," but which was lost in the Legis-
lative Council. The sale of Lauzon did not take place,

however, at the time then published, nor until several

years after, when, as already mentioned, it was purchas-
ed by the government, and is at the present time public

property.
The consideration of the Canada Tenures Act,

passed by the Imperial Parliament, was again re-

sumed this session, and resolutions being passed,

pointing out some of the inconveniences and injustice

to the inhabitants of the Province resulting from it,

prejudicial to the rights of the public in JSeigniorial
lands in Lower Canada,* a Bill was introduced by

* " Resolved, That by the laws of Canada, guaranteed to the

inhabitants of this Province by the Capitulations of 1760, the

Act of the British Parliament of the 14th Geo. Ill, cap. 83, and
the Constitutional Act of the 31 st Geo. III., cap. 31, they had

a right to grants of sufficient portions of wild lands held from
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Mr . Morin,
" to repeal so much of the two certain Acts

therein mentioned, made and passed in the Parliament

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, as

authorizes the commutation of the tenure of lands held

a titre de fief and a titre de cens in this Province, into

the tenure of free and common soccage." The Bill pass-

ed, and was sent to the Legislative Council, where it was

rejected. But a Bill still more extraordinary was also

about the same time (near the end of the session) intro-

duced. It was resolved, on the 29th February, that the

House would, on the morrow, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole,

" to consider whether it be ex-

pedient to amend a certain Act passed in the Parliament
of the Kingdom of Great Britain, in the thirty-first year
of the Reign of His late Majesty George the Third,

chap. 31, commonly called the ' Constitutional Act,"

by repealing certain parts of the provisions thereof

which relate to the constitution and formation of the

Legislative Council of this Province, and by substi-

tuting other provisions in the place thereof, with the

view of better ensuring the efficiency of the Provin-

the Crown a titre defief, subject to the customary dues, on con-
dition of cultivation and residence.

"Resolved, That the commutation of these lands into the
tenure of free and common soccage under theAct passed in the

Parliament of the United Kingdom, in the sixth year of the

Reign of His late Majesty George the Fourth, cap. 59, deprives
them of this right, and vests the said lands in the Seignior to

dispose of them on such terms and conditions as he thinks fit,

at the same time subjecting those who may settle thereon to

laws with which the great majority of the people of this Pro-
vince are unacquainted, utterly nnsuitable to their circumstan-
ces and repugnant to their feelings and usages."

Resolved, That the provisions of the said law for the said

commutation, are unjust and contrary{to the established rights
of the inhabitants of the Provioce, to the extension of settle-

ment, and to the general prosperity.
"
Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal so much of the

Acts passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of the
3rd Geo. IV., cap. 119, and 6th Geo. IV,, cap. 59, as provides
for the commutation of lands held ce titre de fief and a titre de

cens in this Province, to be held in free and common soccage
subject to the laws of England."
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cial government to provide for the peace, welfare and

good government of this Province."

The Assembly accordingly went into Committee, and,
on the 3rd of March, reported the following as the re-

sult of their deliberations :

" Resolved that it is expedient to amend a certain

Act passed in the Parliament of the Kingdom of
Great Britain, in the thirty first year of the Reign of

His late Majesty George the Third, chapter 31, com-

monly called the " Constitutional Act," by repealing
certain parts of 'the provisions thereof, which relate

to the constitution and formation of the Legislative
Council of this Province, and by substituting other

provisions in the place thereof with the view of better

ensuring the efficiency of the Provincial government to

provide for the peace, welfare and good government of

this Province,"
A bill accordingly was introduced by Mr. Morin,

" to amend so much of the Act of the thirty-first

George the Third, chapter 31, as relates to the con-

stitution and formation of the Legislative Council of

this Province, and to substitute other provisions in

the place thereof," It was intended by the bill to

make the Legislative Council an elective body, but it

did not pass the second reading, being postponed from
time to time by the introducer (Mr. Morin), until over-

taken by the prorogation.
These two bills were at the tinie much criticised

on account of their interfering with Imperial Acts,
which they professed to alter and amend, a matter,
as all the world perfectly knew, and none better than

the movers of those bills, beyond the power of the

Provincial Parliament to effect, whose absurdity, in

attempting to repeal the very Act under which it

held its existence, was therefore scouted. There was,
however, nothing absurd nor irrational in the steps

taken, being merely for the purpose, as there is rea-

son to believe, of shewing in precise terms to the
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Home government, the alterations and amendments

which, in the view of the Assembly, it was desirable

should be made by the Imperial Parliament to those

Acts.

The thanks of the Assembly were voted " to the

Hon. D. B. Viger, for his services as the late Agent
of this Province, and for the zeal, patriotism, assi-

duity and talent displayed by him in acquitting him-

self of his mission, and supporting the divers claims

entrusted to his care, and more especially the peti-

tions of this House to both Houses of the Imperial

Parliament, complaining of the numerous grievances
and serious abuses set forth in the resolutions adopted

by this House on the twenty-first February, 1834."
The like were also voted to Augustin Norbert

Morin, Esq., a member of the House for the County
of Bellechasse, for the distinguished services, and for

the zeal, patriotism, assiduity and talent he had dis-

played in supporting the aforesaid petitions of the

House to both Houses of the Imperial Parliament.

Lord Gosford, It seemed, promised himself, at the

opening of th'e parliamentary campaign, signal suc-

cess. It however ended, as all but himself antici-

pated, in his disappointment, by leaving matters in a

more unpromising state than ever. He prorogued the

Parliament on the 21st March, with strong expressions
of regret at the failure of his mission.
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" It is to me matter of sincere regret, that the offers

of peace and conciliation, of which I was the bearer to

this country, have not led to the result which I had

hoped for. The consequences of their rejection, and of

the demands which have been made to His Majesty, I

will not venture to predict.
" In the speech with which I opened the Session, I

announced, that should you consent to discharge the

arrears due to the public officers, and provide .for

their maintenance, pending the enquiries which His
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Majesty had commanded to be made in the Province,
no part of the surplus revenue of the Crown should
be touched during those enquiries without your assent.

As no provision has been made for the purposes con-

templated in that proposal, I shall be under the

necessity of applying the revenues at the disposal of
the Crown, as far as they will extend, to the payment
of the public servants, and towards the current ex-

penses of the Civil government. What further mea-
sures must be adopted for the removal of the diffi-

culties to which the affairs of 'the Province are

reduced, the authorities in England must determine.

"Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
" 'Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" Of the fifty-nine Bills that have passed both

Houses during the Session, I have given the Royal
Assent to all, save one, namely, the Bill for establish-

ing a Railroad between the River Saint Lawrence and

the Province line. As this Bill affects the King's

prerogative in tee disposal of the waste lands of the

Crown, the 42nd clause of the Constitutional Act
makes it necessary that I should reserve it for the

signification of His Majesty's pleasure : and it is

probable that the omission of the formalities required

by that clause, will be altogether fatal to the measures.
" I shall continue to do all in my power for the

advancement of the public good, and the furtherance

of that paternal policy which has been enjoined upon
me by our Most Gracious Sovereign ;

and you, Gen-

tlemen will, I doubt not, each in his individual

capacity, labor to preserve the peace, and to promote
the real interests of the community."

This was the last of constitutional legislation in

Lower Canada, for, although the Provincial Parlia-

ment met, subsequently, twice previous to the sus.

pension of the Constitution, no Acts whatever were
passed, the Assembly abdicating, as will be seen, their

functions, until changes should, at their dictation, be
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made in the constitution of the Province, which the

British government and Imperial Parliament deemed

incompatible with the British constitution, and there-

fore inadmissible.

The following despatch from Lord Gosford, on the

result of the session, will be found interesting :

" CASTLE or ST. LEWIS,
"
Quebec, 12th March, 1836.

" MY LORD, It becomes my duty to inform your
Lordship that the Provincial Executive has again,
for the fourth year, been left destitute of the usual

legal provision necessary for carrying on the Civil

government, and paying the large arrears now due for

past services
;

and thus, at the end of a session of
more than ordinary length, a satisfactory adjustment
of the financial difficulties of the colony appears to

be as distant and more hopeless than ever. I shall

in thin despatch, while giving your Lorhship an out-

line of the proceedings of the two Houses on this

subject, briefly touch upon what I conceive to have
been the cause and reasons that led to this disastrous

result.
" On the 9th of November last, the accounts shew-

ing the arrears due for salaries to the public officers,

and for the other ordinary expenditure of the Govern-

ment, including the advance made from the Military

Chest, was transmitted to the Assembly with a mes-

sage inviting their immediate attention to the subject.
These were at once referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Public Accounts, as were also the estimates

of the current year, transmitted in like manner on
the 20th of the same month. But nothing further in

the matter appears upon the proceedings of the

House until the 5th of January, when the Committee

presented their third Report. The subsequent steps
of the Assembly up to the 12th .of February, having
already been detailed to your Lordship, need not be
here repeated. On the 20th the House went into
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Committee on the several Reports ou Public Accounts,
on the state of the Province, and on the published
extracts from the instructions to the Canada Com-
missioners. These questions formed the subject of

prolonged debates until the 26th, when the Com-
mittee reported an Address to the King (forwarded

by this opportunity, with a separate despatch,) and
two resolutions, a copy of which is herewith trans-

mitted. In these resolutions, the Assembly, entirely

passing by the question of arrears, determined to

vote supplies for six months only, from the 15th

January to the 15th July next, and to abstain, under

existing circumstances, from specifying in the Supply
Bill the particular funds appropriated ;

under a pro-

test, however, that this course should not in future

be invoked as a precedent in opposition to the reso-

lutions of the House of the 16th of March, 1833, and
21st February, 1834. The question of concurrence

being put on the resolutions, Mr. Vanfelson moved
an amendment, a copy of which is enclosed, to the

effect that it would be expedient to vote as well the

arrears due, as the supplies required to meet the

expenses of the current year. This motion was ob-

jected to by the Speaker as unparliamentary, be-

cause it was not offered in the shape of a motion,

proposing some subject for deliberation and decision

but in the shape of a protest, tending to censure a

decision of a Committee of the whole House, and

further, because in matters of supply, when the de-

cision of a Committee of the Whole has been in favor

of a smaller sum, or a shorter period of time, it is not

afterwards allowable to make any motion in the House

tending to grant a larger sum, or to extend the

period.
" An appeal was made to the House from this

decision, but it was. supported on a division of 40 to

27. The resolutions were then passed, and on the

29th a bill was introduced in accordance with their
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principles, passed on the 3rd instant, sent up to the

Legislative Council on the 5th, and, after a first and

second reading, lost on the 9th in a committee of that

body, by the committeerising without reporting.
" I expressed to your Lordship my conviction,

before the result was known, that the partial public-
cation in Upper Canada of the instructions to the

Canada commissioners was likely to prove a serious

obstacle to the successful arrangement of the finan-

cial difliculties of the Province; this conviction, I

regret to say, has been more than realized; and I

can only repeat my belief, that but for that publica-
tion the arrears and full supplies would have been

granted. As it is, the House of Assembly have as-

sumed a new position, and, not complaining of the

existing local administration, have made the granting
of the arrears dependent on a full compliance with

all the demands . contained in their Address to His

Majesty.
"In passing a Bill of Supply for six months only,

it would seem that they wished to affix a limit or less

than three months to the period within which His

Majesty, to entitle the Executive to a further supply,
must favourably decide on demands involving funda-

mental changes in the constitution, and the con-

sideration of questions of a most grave and compli-
cated description.

" On examination of the lost Bill, I perceive that

the Assembly did not, as in 1833, attach any condi-

tion to objectionable items, but adopted another plan
for effecting their wishes for the abolition of plurali-
ties. Where any officer held two situations, the

salary of one only was voted, and the other entirely

omitted, thus 'avoiding one of the objections made to

the Bill of 1833. In other respects, however, they
appear to have adopted that Bill as their guide in

framing the one for the present year, omitting and

reducing the same items in both. Among the prin-
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cipal omissions not founded on the objection to

pluralities are the postage account of the Civil Secre-

tary's office, the salaries of all the Executive Coun-

cillors, of their assistant Clerk, of Mr. Justice Gale,
and of one of the Provincial Aides de Camp. But
to bring the whole matter under your Lordship's

view, I enclose a comparative statement of the esti-

mates and votes for 1833 and those for 1836, and a

list of the different items omitted, and of those ad-

duced in the last Bill.

"It was, I understand, chiefly in consequence of

these omissions that the Legislative Council declined

to proceed with the Bill.
" It may not be irrelevant here to inform your

Lordship that the public chest will contain, on the

1st of May next, about 130,000 sterling. This sum
includes upwards of j4>5,000 sterling, arising from
the Crown revenues, which, as the Assembly have

not accepted the offer, conditionally
made to them in

my opening speech, by providing for the payment of

the arrears and maintenance of the public servants

pending the enquiry under the Royal Commission,

may now be considered as at the unfettered disposal
of the Crown. On the other hand, the liabilities of

the Grorernment at that date on account of the arrears

and current expenses, exclusive of the contingencies
of the two Houses of Parliament, and of the sums

payable under the authority of Local Acts passed
and about to be passed, will amount to about 142,000

sterling, including the -31,000 advanced from the

Military Chest in 1834, thus shewing a deficit of

about 12,000. But it must be observed that the

chief part of the revenue is collected from the customs

duties, which flow in only during the summer months,
whilst the expenditure continues equal throughout
the year, so that, although the amount at present in

the chest would have been Insufficient to liquidate

the demands against it, had the Legislature sanctioned
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such a measure, yet it by no means follows that at the

end of the financial year in October next, the public

treasury will be unequal to the liabilities to which it

may be then subject.
" I have, &c.,

(Signed,)
" GOSFORD."

The following interesting synopsis, prepared by

Jacques Viger, Esquire, of Montreal, a gentleman
well known in the literary world, exhibits in a very
clear and compendious form, the numbers represented

by the several Members of the Assembly who voted for,

as well as those who vyted againrt the ninety-two resolu-

tions, and the collective numbers on either side. Mr.

Viger makes the number represented by the resolutions

to be considerably more than three times that of the op-

posing Members, and there can, I apprehend, be no

doubt that he is within the mark. It will be observed

that in the case where the two Representatives of any
County or City (the County of Laprairie, for instance,
or the City of Quebec) were divided in their votes, Mr.

Viger assigns to each an equal portion, or one-half of

their constituency. Now it is notorious that the ninety-
two resolutions were approved of and papular among,
it is not too much to say, nine^tenths of the Canadian

population of French origin.
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Annual Report of the General Committee of the Montreal Con-
stitutional Association Address by the Montreal Consti-
tutional Association to the inhabitants of British America
Report of the Quebec Constitutional Association Resolu-
tions of the Executive Committee of the Constitutional Asso-
ciation of Montreal P.S.- -Legend of the Chien d'Or, and

satisfactory reputation of it by Jacques Viger, Esq.

Having in the preceding chapter noticed the prin-

cipal proceedings of the Assembly, it may not be
amiss to bestow some attention to the doings of the

outer world in counteraction of the policy and views

of that body. The petition of a numerous portion of

the inhabitants of Quebec, pursuant to certain reso-

lutions adopted by
" the Constitutional Association,"

of the City, to Lord Gosford, previous to the meeting
of the Assembly, has been mentioned. There were

meetings in various parts of the Province of branches
of the Constitutional Association of Quebec and

Montreal, at which resolutions of a loyal character,
and expressive of a determination to preserve the

connexion happily subsisting between the Colony
and Great Britain, were adopted, but as the proceed-

ings of the great Central Associations in the two
Cities express substantially the spirit of them

*

all, and
are highly valuable, in a statistical as well as political

view, we shall confine our attention to these solely.
We accordingly submit to the reader the able and

interesting Reports and Addresses of those bodies pre-

cisely as they appeared in the public prints of the time.

Early in December, 1835, the " Annual Report of
the General Committee of the Montreal Constitutional

Association" made its appearance as follows .

" The termination of the period for which the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Constitutional Association

was appointed, imposes on the General Committee the

duty of addressing themselves to the entire body of

their fellow-citizens who have rallied round the edifice

of the Constitution .
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" The committee, at their first meeting on the 28th
r

January, proceeded to elect, by ballot, an Executive

Committee, according to the Rules and Regulations of

the Association
;
and has received from the following

detail of their proceedings :

REPORT.
" On taking communication of the proceedings since

the formation of the Association in January last,

the Executive Committee now report : That at the

general meeting, held at the theatre on the 26th
March last, the Chairman then reported to the Asso-
ciation the proceedings of that Committee up to that

period, and it is therefore considered unnecessary here

to repeat them.
" Mr. Walker, the agent appointed at the general

meeting to proceed to England, with, and in support
of the Petitioners to the Imperial Parliament, was,
without delay, furnished with copious documents,
information and instruction, for his guidance on his

mission
;
and early in April last, took his departure

for England. An early opportunity was afforded

both to him and the agent for the Quebec Associa-

tion, by the Colonial Secretary, to make known to

His Majesty's Government, the object and import-
ance of their mission

;
and Mr. Gillespie, Chairman

of the North American Colonial Association in Lon-

don, was appointed by that body to unite with them
in xirging on the Government and Parliament, the claims

and complaints of the inhabitants of Lower Canada, of

British and Irish origin.
" The determination of His Majesty's Government

having then been signified to the Agents, of sending
to Canada a Commission to inquire into, and to re-

port upon, the complaints and grievances of the ad-

verse parties, they, the Agents, were informed that

no legislative proceedings would be resorted to in

the Imperial Parliament, in regard to Lower Canada,
until that Commission had reported to His Majesty's
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Government; but that up to the period of the de-

parture of the Commission from London, the Colonial

Secretary would be willing to receive from the Agents

any communications they chose to make on the sub-

ject of their claims, and the complaints of their constitu-

ents
;
and that the Commissioners would be specially

instructed to investigate, when in Canada, and receive

testimony, in regard to all these.
" On the llth August last, a communication was

addressed to Mr. Walker, signifying that the Com-
mittee saw no necessity for his remaining in Eng-
land on behalf of the Association, after the rising of

Parliament, and from recent intelligence they have re-

son to think that he may be daily expected.
" The Commission already alluded to, it is well

known, has now been in Canada about three months
;

and a letter has lately been addressed to the Secre-

tary of the Commission, desiring to know when and in

what manner the Commissioners will be disposed to re-

ceive testimony in support of the claims and complaints
of this Association."

The following is a copy of the communication :

"MONTREAL, Nov. 24, 1835.
"
SIR, I have the honor to enclose, arid to beg you

will lay before the Honorable Commissioners whom
His Majesty has been pleased to appoint for the pur-

pose of investigating certain grievances complained
of in Lower Canada, a copy of the Petition of divers

inhabitants of this Province, resident in the District

of Montreal, which was transmitted to England by
W. Walker, Esq., Agent of the Constitutional Asso-

ciation of Montreal, and presented to His Majesty and
to the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament, during
the past summer.

" With reference to that Petition, and to certain

Resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee of

the Association, which were laid before His Majesty's

Secretary of rotate for the Colonial Department (and
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of which I have the honor herewith to transmit a

copy) I am directed by the Executive Committee to

state, that the Association have been informed by
their Agent, that at an interview with which Mr.
Walker was honoured by Lord Glenelg, on the 13th

of June last, his Lordship was pleased to state, that

all the points adverted to in the Resolutions of the

Montreal Association would be embraced in the in-

structions to the Commissioners whom His Majesty
had been pleased to appoint. Mr. Walker has fur-

ther informed the Association, that at a subsequent,
interview with his Lordship, to which he was admitted
on the 1 6th June last, Lord Glenelg repeated the as-

surance previously given, that the various topics of

complaint enumerated in these Resolutions should

be noticed in the instructions to the Commissioners.
f( I am now directed by the Executive Committee to

enquire in what manner, and at what time, His

Majesty's Commissioners will be pleased to investigate
the various complaints of the Petitioners.

'' I have the honor to be, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,

" J. GUTHRIE SCOTT, Sec. C.A.M.
" Thomas Frederick Elliot, Esq.

" Sec. of the Royal Commission."
To this letter no reply has been received by the Asso-

ciation.

(The Secretary intimated, however, that the follow-

ing had been received by this morning's post :)

"
QUEBEC, December 5, 1835.

"
SIR, I have the honor to receive and lay be-

fore the Commissioners your letter, dated 24th of

November, inquiring at what time and in what man-
ner they will be prepared to investigate the com-

plaints in the Petitions addressed last year to His

Majesty and both Houses of Parliament, by divers

inhabitants of the District of Montreal
;
and I am to
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acquaint you, in answer, that the Commissioners are

at present engaged in consideration of the conditions

which it may he proper to annex to the measure of

giving up the Crown Reserves; and that, in connec-

tion with that suhject, they have also before them
the question of the independence of the Judges and
the creation of a Court of Impeachment. If the

Constitutional Association of Montreal wish to offer

any information on these points, the Commissioners
will he happy to see any person or persons whom
they may depute for that purpose.

'' In order, however, to enable the Association to

decide whether it be desirable for them to send such
a deputation at present, or to wait some future stage
of the proceedings, I am desired to apprize you,
that as soon as the Commissioners shall have des-

patched their Report on the matters above adverted

to, it is probable that their next enquiries will relate

to any improvements which may seem practicable in

the system of managing the Crown Lands, and des-

posing of the Wild Lands and Forests; that from
thence they will proceed to the tenures of Land gen-

erally, and to the effect which the Seigniorial Tenure

may produce upon the prosperity of the City of Mon-

treal, as well as to the subjects of the Registry of

Titles, and the future Incorporation of Land Compa-
nieSi Finally, that the Constitution of the Execu-
tive and Legislative Councils, and the state of the

Representation of the People, are questions which it

will be necessary to approach. The scope of the

Commission is not confined to the subjects which I

have enumerated, although, under the instructions

from His Majesty's Government, they are considered

to have the first claim to attention.
"
Having thus stated the course of inquiry contem-

plated by the Commissioners, I am to add, that during
its progress, it is probable they will remove their sit-

tings to Montreal
;
and as they propose to make their
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Report ou the appropriation of the Crown Reserves

before Christmas, I am to request that you will favor

me with the earliest intimation you can conveniently

afford, whether or not it is likely that any gentleman
from Montreal will wish to attend before that Com-
mission be despatched.

" I have the honor to be, Sir,
" Your obedient, humble servant,

u THOS. FREDK. ELLIOT.
" J. G. i?cott, Esq., Montreal."

" The Executive Committee have been very desirous

of organizing Ward Committees throughout the City
and suburbs, the utility of which would be felt in

the event of any emergency arising, requiring union

and strength ;
but they fear that their wishes have

been but partially and imperfectly carried into effect
;

and this Committee cannot refrain from recommend-

ing the immediate and general adoption of a system
of organization.

"Petitions, respectably and numerously signed by
the inhabitants of Montreal, have recently been trans-

mitted, through the medium of the Executive Com-

mittee, and presented to the Provincial Parlinieut.
"

First. For the establishment of Registry Offices

throughout the Province.
:l Second. For the abolishment of the Feudal Ten-

ure throughout the Province.
" Third. For the continuation of the improvement

of the Harbour of Montreal.
" Fourth. For the improvement of the Canal

Navigation in this Province, on a scale to correspond
with that going forward in Upper Canada.

" Measures have also been taken to procure an amend-

ment of the Act for incorporating the City of Montreal.
" The Executive Committee cannot refrain from

bringing under the notice of the Association the in-

fraction lately committed on the Constitution of this

Province, by the Executive branch thereof, in paying,
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without authority of law, aud for purposes tending
to the total subversion of that Constitution, a large
sum of money out of the Public Treasury. If one

infraction of the law could justify another, they do

not see why the payment of the duties by which the

Public Treasury is filled should not be withheld to

prevent the recurrence of such an act of spoliation.
" All which is, nevertheless, respectfully submitted .

"
By order of the Executive Committee,

" W. ROBERTSON, Vice Chairman,
" J. GUTHRIE SCOTT, Secretary."

"
Montreal, Nov., 1835."

" At a meeting of the General Committee, held on
" the 28th of November, the following resolutions were
carried :

"
First. That a Committee of three persons be ap-

pointed to audit the Treasurer's Accounts.
" Second. That the present aspect of affairs in this

Province demands a closer union of persons of Bri-

tish and Irish origin for the purpose of mutual
defence and support ;

and that a Committee of seven

persons be now named to alter and amend the Rules
and Regulations of this Association, with the view of

carrying into effect so important an object, and to report
thereon at the next general meeting.

11 Third. That a Committee of five be appointed to

draw up a Report of the General Committee, to be
laid before the Association, and that it be an instruc-

tion to the said Committee to point out such objects as

it may cousider of importance to bring under the con-

sideration of the Association.
" In conformity with the last clause of this resolu-

tion, the Committee have prepared, and respectfully sub-

mit to the consideration of the Association, the follow-

ing observations :

" The Association cannot too frequently place before

the public the principles and demands of the popula-
tion of British and Irish descent, and contrast them



250

with the acts and the demands of the dominant party in

the Assembly.
" Constitutionalists demand ameliorations in the

law, and changes in the institutions of the country,
beneficial in their immediate effects, and valuable as

elevating the condition of the French peasantry, and

qualifying them for the exercise of the loftier duties of

freemen.
" The effects of the French Canadian leaders, on

the contrary, are limited to the preservation of their

ancient institutions, and to a change in the Constitution

which cannot reasonably be expected, so long as the

existing form of Government of the British Empire
shall be preserved.

" The French leaders have obtained, with the unre-

flecting, a character of liberality by their demand
that the Legislative Council should be elected by the

people, instead of being, as at present, appointed by
the Crown; and the opposition of Constitutionalists

to this change, has given rise to much misrepresentation
of their principles.

Any expression of opinion in regard to the supe-
rior adaptation to the wants and interests of society
of the republican form of Goverement, or that of a

constitutional monarchy, is not required from the

Committee. Both forms of government have their

advocates
;
each can be sustained by powerful argu-

ments derived from history and from reason. But
the Committee believe that no educated man of

unprejudiced mind, will hesitate to denounce the

course pursued by the French Canadian leaders,

who, under the specious guise of Reformers, osten-

sibly desirous of a Government more intimately con-

nected with the will of the people, as really anima-

ted by zeal for the preservation of all those pecu-
liarities which so unenviably distinguish this Pro-

vince from all other inhabited portions of North
America.
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" The most ardent admirers of self-government will

admit, that the qualification of a people for investi-

ture with that important privilege, is a solemn con-

sideration
;
and the Committee feel convinced they

shall have no difficulty in repelling the charge which
the duplicity of the French Canadian leaders induces

them to reiterate, that the Association is
'

factiously
and unjustifiably' opposed to the introduction of

the elective principle of Government in this Pro-

vince. The Association numbers amid their ranks,

many of the children of Republican America, who
venerate the land of their birth, and are proud of

her institutions. Enrolled in the Association is a

large body of individuals who have a variety of forms,

who, witnessing the effect of despotism to degrade,
and of freedom to elevate and ennoble, willingly join
in the declaration that the source of power is in the

people. But, who compose the Association ? Are

they not mainly Scotchmen, Irishmen, Englishmen,
Germans, and the descendants of those from the

British Isles, who sought the enjoyment of civil and

religious liberity in America? And needs there any
declaration that a body so composed, can deem
an intelligent people unfit to exercise the privilege
of self-Government

;
and yet that charge has been '

made, and is reiterated by the leaders of the French

party, who have the hardihood to proclaim them-

selves the exclusive champions of free institutions

within this Province !

" But whilst the Association record their conviction

that the intelligence of a people is the guarantee for

the proper use of the elective principle, they appeal
to history, in particular to the progress of the Re-*

publics of South America, to the opinions of the most
eminent and distinguished Republican writers' to

bear them out in the assertion that, when a popula-
tion is unlettered and unenlightened, to entrust

them with the unrestricted use of political power
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would be, in fact, to retard the progress of rational

freedom. To resist a state of things so repulsive to

the feelings of freemen, the Association have banded
themselves together, they have caused their decla-

ration to be made kuown to the British people,

they have received assurances from the Imperial
Government that justice shall be impartially adminis-

tered
;
and notwithstanding that recent circumstances

have violently shaken their faith in the commissioned

organs of the ministry, they repose quietly in the

confidence, that, though deprived by an adverse ma-

jority, glorying in their foreign origin, of that power
and influence which they ought to exercise, their

dearest privileges, and feelings, and interests, will not
be committed to the keeping of a population, which,
however moral and religious, are unfit 1 3 sustain their

own just rights and interests, and are necessarily

totally unqualified to be entrusted with the rights and
interests of others. If, in the ordinary and varied

relations of private life, we should contemptuously
refuse the proposition to submit our difference to the

arbitration of men ignorant of the rudiments of educa-

tion, what language can we employ sufficiently indi-

.cative of our feellings, when the demand is boldly
made that to such men shall be entrusted the man-

agement of our political liberties.
" The right of suffrage, almost universal, has been

conferred by the Constitution on the population of

this Province, and although the Association do not

desire the right to be curtailed, yet they appeal to

the intelligent of all communities whether it would
be proper and just to divest the Constitution of a

check on popular violence and precipitation where,

unhappily, ignorance and prejudice characterize the

majority
'

( Although to those resident in this Province, and

intimately acquianted with the condition of the rural

population, it is superogatory to adduce proofs of
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the deplored ignorance of the French Canadian in-

habitants, yet our fellow-countrymen in the other

American Provinces and in -Great Britain and Ire-

land may desire that our assertion be substantiated.
" The Committee disclaim all intention of charging

upon the French Canadian population, a participa-
tion in the selfish acts of their leaders : and where it

not that a disclosure of certain facts were necessary
to a right understanding of the position of parties,

they would willingly abstain from any allusion to

their peculiar characteristics. The following quota-
tion from Address to

' Men of British and Irish

descent,' will convey, in precise terms, all that is

necessary to be said on that subject :

" The want of education among the French majority
and their consequent inability to form a correct

judgment of the acts of their political leaders have

engendered most of our grievances. The extent of

that ignorance may be collected from the facts that

within the last two years, in each of two Grand
Juries of the Court of King's Bench for the District

of Montreal, selected under a Provincial law, from

among the wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes,
there was found but one person competent to write

his name
;
and that trustees of schools are specially

permitted, by statute, to affix their crosses to their

school Reports.
" The political information of that part of the Ca-

nadian population engaged in agricultural pursuits is

therefore derived exclusively from the few educated

individuals scattered among them, who speak the

same language and who possess the means of direct-

ing public opinion, exempted from those salutary
checks which education alone can bestow.

" The persons who wield this mighty power arc,

generally speaking, Seigniors, Lawyers, and Notaries

of French extraction, all of whom, as will be shown

hereafter, have a direct and selfish interest in main-
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taming a system of feudal law, injurious to the coun-

try and bearing with peculiar severity on the British

interests.

"Our endeavors to procure relief have been repre-
sented as a covert attack upon the customs and in-

stitutions of the Province
;

national prejudices have
been called into action, national feelings excited, and
a majority, ignorant of the nature of the contest, is

now arrayed against a British minority.

"Passing by the petty vexations of the Feudal

Tenure, such as the Seigniors right to call for the

title deeds of every vassal
;

his exclusive right of

grinding the grain of his seigniory ;
his right to as-

snme any property within the limits of his Seigniory
on reimbursing to the purchaser the cost of his ac-

quisition ;
and other claims of a servile and arbitrary

character incident to Feudal Law, we proceed to the

subject of the more grievous burdens by which we
are oppressed.

"
Throughout the Seigniories of Lower Canada,

within the limits of which are comprised the Cities of

Montreal and Quebec, upon the sale of real property
the Feudal Lord exacts from the purchasers a fine equal
to one-twelfth part of the price ;

a claim which re-

curs with each successive sale : thus every person
who clears, or otherwise improves a farm, erects a

building, either in town or country, or invests capi-
tal in landed estate, bestows one-twelfth of his outlay
on the Seiguior, whenever the property is brought
to sale. *

" This odious law, so injurious in its effects,

readily explains why this fine Province, although

richly endowed by nature
;

is so far surpassed in the

career of improvement by neighbouring Provinces

and States.
u From the want of a Bill for the registration of

real property, the validity of a title cannot be ascer-

tained except by a course of expensive proceedings
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through the Courts of Law, but secret incumbrances

may still exist, unaffected by that procedure, for

whose discovery no means are afforded
;
hence the

difficulty of borrowing money on mortgage and the

frequent seizure and forced sale of real estate.
" The profits which accrue to the Seignior from

this state of things are obvious
;
and the interests of

the French Lawyer and Notary, in maintaining a

system of law that fosters litigation and produces

corresponding expense, is equally intelligible."
" The first settlers in Canada brought with them the

artificial distinctions of rank, and the oppressive laws

of that state of society, which had grown up in rank

luxuriance, under the despotism of the Bourbons.
The eradication of these laws, as it would have been

the first object of dawning intelligence, so would it

have been the first effort of a reforming Legislature.
Yet the French Canadian population still submit to

their pernicious operation the House of Assembly
proclaims to the world a resolve for their perpetua-

tion, and denounces the Constitutionalists for seeking
their abolition.

" The Committee cannot omit making reference to

the notorious fact, that several Members of the House
of Assembly, in successive Parliaments, have been

unable to read or write. In one State of Republican

America, those similarly circumstanced, are disquali-
fied for the comparatively humble duty of a Petty
Juror, while, in this Province, a virtual encourage-
ment to the neglect of education is offered, by ren-

dering ignorance no impediment to the responsible
and important duties of legislation. Can it be sup-

posed that a people in this condition are competent
to judge of the various and complicated relations of

society to decide upon the nicely graduated scale

of punishments so necessary to a just system of law

to regulate the intricate concerns of commerce

and, finally, to comprehend the wants and the wishes
'



256

of that portion of the community, which, ficm edu-

cation and superior intelligence, is more advanced

in the social scale.
" When to tins state of affairs is added the fact, that

the pernicious distinction of origin has been sedu-

lously employed to perpetuate a separation of the

two classes that feelings of enmity have been crea-

ted and encouraged among the French population,

against their fellow-citizens of British and Irish des-

cent the opposition of the Association to the intro-

duction of the elective principle in this Province,
will be regarded by all unprejudiced men as dictated

by self preservation.
" The Association earnestly desire that the Legisla-

tive Council should be composed of men who, by
birth or long residence in the country, are warmly
attached to its interests, who are intimately concern-

ed in its prosperity, who are alike independent in

mind and circumstances, and distinguished by the

esteem of their fellow-citizens. A Legislative Coun-

cil formed of such materials will enjoy the confidence

of the people, and be alike observant of duty towards

the Crown, and of respect for popular privileges.

Public opinion will sufficiently punish a dereliction from
the one, or a disregard of the other.

" To surrender the entire control of the Government
of the Province - to the present constituency, would

be in effect, proportionally to increase and confirm

the power of the French faction. The influence

which has brought the French population not simply
to endure, but to cherish pernicious laws, cannot be

counteracted, until education and a free press shall

have diffused among them the elements of political know-

ledge.
" The British and Irish population perceive in the

past conduct of the French leaders, sufficient evi-

dence of what would be their future career. Confi-

dent of the continued support of a majority, inacces-
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sible to argument and united by an indefinite dre.id

of everything British, they have ventured upon acts

that would have blighted their character in any en-

lightened state. They have violated the principles
of a Representative Government, by expelling from

successive Parliments a Member freely elected by
the people ;

another Member has been expelled on

the ground of alleged disqualification, while one of

their own party, under similar circumstances, has

been permitted to retain his seat: and the sitting

Members for the West Ward of this City are allowed

to retain their seats in opposition to the votes of a

majority of qualified electors.
" The French Canadian leaders have numbered

among their grievances, that one-seventh of the

Township lands has been appropriated by law for

the support of a Protestant clergy, and yet they
have studiously withheld from the public view the

facts, that, for the support of the French clergy is

exclusively appropriated the revenue derived from

the exaction of tithes in the Seigniories, and that

large revenues from extensive tracts of land are en-

joyed by French communities. Are duplicity and

exclusiveness the characteristics of Reformers ?

"The men of the Constitutional Association are

united for one grand object the maintenance of

equal rights. Upholding the principle, that every

clergyman should derive the means of support from
his congregation, they cordially accede to the appli-
cation of the Clergy Reserves to purposes of educa-

tion; but they claim what their opponents have

intentionally overlooked, a general adoption of that

principle.
"
Although years have elapsed since the British Gov-

ernment, after strict investigation, declared that cer-

tain properties were held by communities without

any legal title, yet a large population, comprehend-
ing that the principal cities of the Province, re-
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main subjected to grievous and irritating feudal

exactions by these communities
;

the growth of our

cities is checked, by the interruption of parcels of

land held in mortmain, and which are refused, for

purposes of public improvement, to earnest appli-
cations. These evils might well have found enume-

ration among the numerous grievances which a.

microscopic vision has detected, and would have

commanded the attention of a Reforming Legisla-
ture.

" The Association have no sinister motives
;
in the

true and stern spirit of reform, they demand that

those oppressions cease. They protest, in the name
of their fellow-countrymen, against any compromise
or 'concession that shall confer the sanction of His

Majesty's Government on the illegal exactions which
a weak policy has suffered to exist.

" Our fellow-citizens in Upper Canada demanded
the modification of the Charter of the King's Col-

lege at Toronto, because of its exclusiveness, and

yet their brethren in Lower Canada have, of late

years, witnessed the establishment, by Provincial

Charter, of several French Colleges of the most ex-

clusive character, deriving their support principally
from the public revenue, by annual grants freely and

lavishly bestowed by successive Parliments. In

their anxiety for the advancement of education, the

Constutionalists have hitherto uttered no complaint,

but, goaded by a sense of wrongs inflicted by the

French majority, they now formally protest against
the support of Colleges founded on narrow and ex-

clusive principles, which necessarily deprive a large

portion of the population of the advantages of those

institutions, and demand a general system of educa-

tion, divested of sectional and illiberal views.
" The numerous French Colleges, supported chiefly

by grants from the Public Funds, warrant the Asso-

ciation in demanding, as an act of justice, proper-
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tionate grants for the instruction of youth of British

and Irish origin ;
and further, they conceive that

the Jusuits' Estate and College at Quebec should he

dedicated to the establishment of an institution for

the higher branches of science and learning, open to all

classes, and divested of all sectarian religious test, in

either its professors or its students.
" The proceedings of the Assembly, now in Session,

evince the usual spirit of hostility to any beneficial

change in the laws affecting property, and the pro-
secution of works of public utility, which are impe-

ratively called for, to enable us to compete success-

fully with our rivals for the western trade. Serious

and wounding to our interests as are the obstacles

which a narrow-minded and hateful policy inter-

poses to prevent the march of public prosperity, the

Association more deeply regret that no hope of

speedy amelioration can be discerned, except through
the interposition of the Imperial Parliament, or from

a legislative union of the Provinces of Upper and

Lower Canada. However, another resource is yet
afforded to those of the Association resident in the

County of Montreal namely, an annexation to Up-
per Canada, which would free them from a connec-

tion repulsive to their feelings, and destructive of tlieir

interests.
" The Provincial Revenue, mainly furnished by the

British and Irish population of this Province and of

Upper Canada, has been in part, illegally applied to

reward political partizans to engage the service of

an agent, who advocates principles destructive of an

important branch of our trade to disseminate false

and libellous attacks on our principles and motives

through the British presss, and to sustain Journals in

this Province. Sincerely does the Association deplore
that the Governor in Chief, in obedience to instruc-

tions from His Majesty's Ministers, should have sanc-

tioned an unconstitutional application of the Provin.
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cial Funds
; painful and irritating as would, in any

circumstances, have been this infraction of the Con-

stitution, yet more accurately felt is the wrong, pro-

ceeding from those who, we confidently expected,
would have interposed the shield of British justice for

the protection of that structure reared by the Imperial
Parliament itself.

" The Constitutional party in this Province are

resolved to devote their energies of the preservation
of the fundamental principles of the existing Consti-

tution, not merely because of its assimilation to the

Constitution of the United Kingdom not merely
because the change so ardently and pertinaciously
demanded by the majority of the House of Assem-

bly will, if effected, speedily sever the connection

with the parent state, a connection which the Com-
mittee maintains is beneficial to the colony, and

affectionately appreciated by the bulk of the Associa-

tion, not merely because the lamented ignorance of

the French Canadian peasantry presents an insur-

mountable objection to a further extension of the

elective principle, but chiefly, because the change
demanded by the House of Assembly, would entail

upon them and upon their children, a virtual depriva-
tion of the elective franchise, an insupportable condition

of moral servitude.
" The dishonest imputation of the French Canadian

leaders, that the Association is composed of anti-

reformers, and supporters of official abuses, has been

for ever put at rest by a distinct and open avowal

of "our principles, and the true character of the

struggle as between feudalism and rational liberty
domination and equal rights French Canadian na-

tionalite and the spirit of universal liberty,is known and

appreciated throughout North America.

"The peculiar position of the men of British and
Irish origin, though surrounded by difficulties, must
not give rise to despondency. A confident reliance
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upon the justice of their cause, and the energies of

the race to which they belong, must animate them
to resistance against oppression, and will yet crowu
their efforts with success. But, watchfulness and
action are required, and a more intimate connexion with
their brethren throughout this Province and in Upper
Canada

;
to effect which important object, they earnestly

recommend that delegates from all the constitutional

societies in this Province assemble in Congress, to deli-

berate upon our situation, and to devise the best and

speediest means of political emancipation ;
and consider-

ing the identity of interests between the inhabitants of

Upper Canada and the constitutionalists of this Province,
that urgent representations be made to them, by means
of deputies or otherwise, for that aid which will acceler-

ate the overthrow of a hateful domination.
" All which is. nevertheless, respectfully submitted.

"H. DYER,
"
Chairman, General Committee.'

Montreal, December 5th, 1835.
The following Resolutions were adopted by the Meeting
Moved by Adam Ferric, seconded by James Brown
1. Resolved, That the Report now read be received and

adopted by this Association.

Moved by John Boston, seconded by Henry Corse
2. Resolved, That the Report of the Committee appointed

at the meeting of the General Committee, held on the 28th
November last, for the purpose of altering and amending the
Rules and Regulations of this Association as now read, be re-
ceived and adopted.
Moved by T. A. Begly, seconded by Ji hn Jones.
3. That this Association do now proceed in conformity to

the Rules and Regulations, to the election of a General Com-
mittee for the ensuing year.
Moved by J. Holmes seconded by J. Shrimpton
4. Resolved- -That the threatening aspect of public affairs

in this Province, leaves the enlightened and independent, of
whatever origin, among the population, no alternative be-
tween vigorous action and humble submission, and as the
latter is not to be thought of, that means to insure greater
efficiencies of action be taken, and that it be an instruction to
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This was followed up, in January, by an Address from
the same body :

" TO THE INHABITANTS OF BRITISH AMERICA.
" FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, When an industrious

population, after years of suffering, are aroused to a sense

of danger, by renewed attacks upon their rights and

liberties, an appeal to those of kindred blood, animated

by the same spirit, and allied by a communion of inter-

ests, can excite no surprise, and requires no justification.
"
Long and patiently have the population of British

and Irish descent in Lower Canada endured evils of

no ordinary description, rej^ing on the interposition

the Executive Committee to adofft such measures as they may
deem fit, lor the assembling in Congress, at some central point
deputies from the various Constitutional Societies in this Pro-

vince, and from our fellow-subjects in the Sister Colonies.

Moved by G. Auldjo, seconded by J. P. Sexton
5. Resolved, That the assumption by Louis Joseph Papineau

of the character of a representative of the West Ward of the

city of Montreal, is contrary to the law of this land
;
and is a

gross violation of the electors of that Ward
;
and that such

assumption is the more strongly to be denounced as proceed-
ing from an individual whose avowed principles are directly
hostile to the political and commercial interests of His Majes-
ty's subjects in this Province of British and Irish origin, and

dangerous to the peace and prosperity, not only of Lower
Canada, but of all the British possessions in North America.
Moved by H. Griffin, seconded by John Molson, Jun.

6. Resolved, That this Association view with surprise the
manifest opposition by the popular branch of the Legislature
of this Province, against every advance made by individuals
calculated for the improvement of the Province, and particu-

larly of the District of Montreal. In the present Session, we
have already witnessed the extraordinary inconsistency of the

Speaker and his followers, exercised expressly to defeat the
Railroad application for this District, by which a barrier is in-

tentionally erected to the employment of emigrants, forcing
them to the necessity of seeking a home elsewhere, and where-

by these Provinces would mainly be enabled to compete with
the rapid strides making by our neighbors, which ere long,
(unless counteracted by the march of improvement on our

part) must prove ruinous to ourselves individually, acd to our

rising commercial interests.
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of the Imperial Government for relief; deceived in

the fondly cherished trust, they are impelled to seek,

from their own energies, that protection which has

been withheld by the power on whose justice they re-

posed.
" For half a century they have been subjected to

the domination of a party, whose policy has been to

retain the distinguishing attributes of a foreign, race,
and to crush in others that spirit of enterprise which

they are unable or unwilling to emulate. During
that period, a population descended from the same
stock with ourselves, have covered a continent with

the smiling monuments of their agricultural industry ;

Upper Canada and the United States bear ample

testimony of the floodtide of prosperity, the result of

unresisted enterprise and of equitable laws, which
has rewarded their efforts. Lower Canada, where
another race predominates, presents a solitary ex-

ception to this general march of improvement. There,
surrounded by forests inviting the industry of man,
and offering a rich reward to his labour, an illiterate

people, opposed to improvements, have compressed
their growing numbers almost within the boundaries

of the original settlements, and present in their laws,
their mode of agriculture, and peculiar customs, a

not unfaithful picture of France in the seventeenth

century. There also may be witnessed the humiliat-

ing spectacle of a rural population not unfrequently ne-

cessitated to implore eleemosynary relief from the Le-

gislature of the country.
*' It were incredible to suppose that a minority,

constituting nearly one-third of the entire population,
imbued with the same ardour for improvement that

honorably distinguishes their race throughout the

North American continent, and possessing the un-

disputed control of all the great interests of the

colony, would resign themselves to the benumbing
sway of a majority differing from them so essentially



264

on all important points, whilst any mode of deliver-

ance was open to their choice. Nor would supine-
ness or indifference on their part, produce a corres-

ponding change in their opponents, or mitigate the

relentless persecution with which they have heen

visited. The deep rooted hostility excited by the

French leaders against those of different origin, which
has lead to the perpetration of outrages on persons and

property, and destroyed confidence in juries who
have been taught to regard us as their foes, has ex-

tended its pernicious influence beyond the limits of

Lower Canada. Upper Canada, repulsed in her en-

deavours to open a direct channel of communication
to the sea, has been driven to cultivate commercial

relations with the United States, whose policy is more

congenial with her own. Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick will learn, with indignant surprise, that

the destruction of their most important interests is

countenanced and supported by the Assembly of

this Province.
" A French majority in one Province has caused

these accumulated evils a British majority in the

United Provinces will compel their removal.

"If it be the desire of the Freneh Canadians to

isolate themselves from the other subjects of the Em-

pire, by cherishing the language and manners of a

country which stands to them in the relation of a

foreign power, the effects of such a prejudice will

chiefly be felt by themselves, and may be left for

correction to the hand of time
;
but when national

feeling is exhausted in an active opposition to the

general interests of the British American Provinces,
when immigration is checked, the settlement of the

country retarded, and the interests of commerce sac-

rificed, to the visionary schemes of establishing a

French power; it becomes the solemn duty of the

entire British population to resist proceedings so

pregnant with evil. Let it not be said that a million
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of freemen permitted their rights to be invaded, and
their onward course impeded, . by a faction which al-

ready recoils in alarm from the contest it has rashly pro-
voked.

" Connected as are the Provinces of British America

by a chain of Rivers and Lakes, affording the means
of creating an uninterrupted water communication
between their extremities, at a small expense; pos-

sessing within themselves the elements of all exten-

sive trade by the interchange of those products which
are peculiar to each, and forming parts of the same

Empire, they have the undoubted right to require
that these advantages shall not be sacrificed by the

inertness or the mistaken policy of any one state
;

more especially when, as in the case of Lower Canada,
that state, from geographical position, exercise? a pre-

ponderating influence on the prosperity of all.

" The facts which have been made public in two

Addresses, emanating from the Association, conclu-

sively establish, the want of education among the

Erench population, their subserviency to their politi-

cal leaders, and the hostility of those leaders to the po-

pulation of British and Irish descent. M any addition-

al illustrations of their hostile policy might be adduced.
" At a time when men of all political parties in

the Sister Province are united in opposing the con-

templated change in the timber duties, the Assembly
of this Province, far from lending their assistance,
have countenanced the attack, by recognizing as their

Agent in England, an individual who is distinguished

by his advocacy of the Baltic interests, and his active

opposition to the Colonial trade. To aid in the prose-
cution of this design, they have not scrupled to ap-

propriate a part of the Provincial funds, (obtained
under the pretext of defraying their contingent ex-

penses,) to reward their Agent, and to circulate

through the British press, statements that are calcu-
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lated to mislead the public mind
;
thus gratifying

their national animosity, by lending a willing aid to

ruin the shipping and mercantile interests of the

British American Provinces, and preventing the influx

of immigrants from the British Isles, who are brought
to the Colonies, at a trifling cost, by the vessels engag-
ed in the timber trade.

"
Upper Canada is honorably distinguished for

works completed and in progress, remarkable for

their magnitude and for the extensiveness of their

destined utility. The St. Lawrence canal, at this

moment in active progress, will complete an uninter-

rupted navigation for vessels of considerable burden
from the upper Lakes to the line dividing that Pro-

vince from Lower Canada
;
but at that point, the

spirit of English enterprize encounters the influence

of French domination
;
the vast designs of rendering

the remotest of the inland seas accessible to vessels

from the ocean is there frustrated by the anti-com-

mercial policy of the French leaders
;
we look in vain

to their proceedings for any manifestation of a desire

to co-operate in the great work of public improve-

ment, which animates, as with one spirit, the entire

North American population of British descent; nor

is their adverse disposition less visible in their oppo-
sition to other important designs ; they either refuse

to grant charters to carry into effect works of acknow-

ledged public utility, or, when after repeated and

earnest applications, charters are obtained, they are

clogged with restrictions of an unusual character, in

the hope of rendering them inoperative.
" In all new countries the deficiency of capital

proves a serious impediment to the exertions of the

enterprising and industrious, and it would be among
the first duties of a wise Legislature to invite the in-

troduction of foreign capital, by the adoption of an

equitable system of law, that would inspire confidence

in personal and landed securities. In Lower Canada,
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from the absence of offices for the registration of real

estate, and from the system of secret and general

mortgages, not only is foreign capital excluded, but
the Colony is impoverished by the withdrawal of

funds for profitable and secure investment in other

countries. In tracing the motive of resistance to a

measure that more than any other wouH advance

the public welfare, we again encounter the pernicious
influence of French exclusiveness. A general dis-

trust of the titles and securities of landed estate is

suffered to exist, in order to prevent the acquisition
of real property by emigrants from the British Isles.
" This spirit of exclusiveness, which betrays itself

in all the proceedings of the Assembly, disfigures
even those measures which, it might reasonably be

expected, would inspire sentiments of a more lofty
and generous nature. Although the British Act of

the 14th Geo. Ill, which confirmed the right of the

French Clergy to tithes, declared, most probably for

that very reason, that the religious communities should

not hold estates. They continue in the undisturbed

possession of tracts of land, exceeding fifteen hundred

square miles in extent, besides possessing property
of great value in Quebec, Montreal, and elsewhere.

In addition to the revenues derived from these pos-

sessions, the Assembly annually appropriate large
sums of money out of the Provincial revenues for the

support of those communities, and for the establish-

ment of institutions rigidly and exclusively French,
whilst to other institutions on a liberal foundation,

-affording relief to all, without distinction of origin or

creed, a fair participation of legislative aid has been
refused.

" It is, to " the great body of the people' thus char-

acterised, that His Excellency the Earl of Gosford,
the Representative of a British King, and the head of
the Commission deputed to enquire into our com-

plaints, has declared that "all future appointments to

office shall be made acceptable.



268

" A Legislative Council constituted on such a prin-

ciple, would be but a counterpart of the Assembly ;

it might, and no doubt would, relieve the Executive

from the odium of sanctioning the illegal appropria-
tion of a part of the Provincial revenues, by the mere
vote of the Assembly ;

but it would not prevent the

same misapplication of the public funds being effected

by bill, which is now accomplished by an Address to

the head of the administration.
" A Government thus conducted would forfeit all

ittle to our confidence, would be regarded but as an

instrument to secure the domination of a party, and
the brief period of its duration would be marked by
scenes, of outrage, and by difficulties of no ordinary

description.
" The French leaders, if we are to credit their

reiterated assertions, entertain an attachment so deep,
so absorbing, for elective institutions, that they would
at once confer that important privilege to its fullest

extent, without reference to previous habits, educa-

tion, or political dissentions. How much of this ar-

dour may have been called forth by a desire to estab-

lish French ascendency, and to depress British in-

terests, may fairly be deduced from a review of their

past proceedings. Without discussing the question
of elective institutions, which, it is obvious, cannot
be introduced to the extent demanded by the Assem-

bly, under the existing political relations of the

colony, which relations we are resolute to maintain,
we distinctly aver, that we are not influenced by idle

apprehensions of a Government of the people and for

the people ;
but it must be emphatically a Govern-

ment of ' the people,' truly represented, and not a
French faction

;
the Government of an educated and

independent race, attached to the principles of civil

and religious liberty, and not that of an uninformed

population, striving for domination, and seeking to

perpetuate in America, the institutions of feudal

Europe.
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"To the people of the Sister Colonies we appeil,

earnestly recommending the adoption of measures

for assembling at some central point, a Congress of

Deputies from all the Provinces of British North
America. A British American Congress, possessing

strength from union, and wisdom from counsel, by
the irresistible weight of its moral influence, would

supersede those other remedial measures which are

the last resource of an insulted and oppressed com-

munity. On it would devolve the solemn duty
calmly to deliberate on all matters affecting the com-
mon weal, and firmly to resist all attempts to invade

the rights, or impair the interests of the United Pro-

vinces.
" In submitting a brief recapitulation of the ob-

jects of the Constitutional Association, it may not be

misplaced to offer a few observations explanatory of

the position of parties in Lower Canada, and of the

sentiments of the British population towards their fel-

low-subjects of French origin.
" The moral guilt of exciting national hostility un-

doubtedly rests with the French leaders, who alone

benefit by the distracted state of the country; but

the facility with which the French peasantry have

received these impressions, and the unanimity with

which they support the aggressive policy of their

leaders, render them, although less culpable, yet

equally the determined opponents of our rights and

liberties. Unhappily their want of educations-events
a direct appeal being made, through the press, to

their judgment ;
but those of their countrymen who

are not blinded by the infatuation of party, who

possess education to comprehend, and opportunity to

make known, the sentiments of the British popula-

tion, may be led to reflect upon the consequences
that must result from their present delusion. Should
the admonition be disregarded, on them let the responsi-

bility rest.
" The Province of Lower Canada, whether re
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garded as a part of the British Empire or of the great
North American family, is evidently destined to re-

ceive the impress of national character from those

States by which she is surrounded. An obstinate

rejection of all measures, having for their aim the

gradual removal of those peculiarities which distin-

guish the population of French origin, may retard, for

a time, an inevitable event, but will certainly hasten

the introduction of changes of a more abrupt and decisive

character.
" A dispassionate examination of the changes re-

quired by the British population, will satisfy all un-

prejudiced men, that they are adapted to the general
interests of society, are liberal and comprehensive in

their character, and unconnected with party objects.
" To relieve landed estate from the servitudes and

exactions of feudal law.
" To introduce Registry Offices and put an end to

the iniquitous frauds that grow out of the present

system.
" To promote works of public improvement.
<( To encourage agriculture and protect commerce.
" To recognize an equality of rights among all

classes.
" To resist the domination of sect or party, and to

establish a general system of education, divested of
sectarian tests.

" These are our objects and our demands
; they

are basecl on truth, are essential to national prosperity
and to individual security ; they admit of no comprom-
ise, and from them we will not recede.

" The threatening aspect of the times demands
action

; neutrality, the usual resource of ordinary
minds, will not be attended by an immunity from

danger ;
it must remain with the population of French

origin to decide, whether, by continuing to support
the leaders they have hitherto selected, they are to

be regarded as hostile to our just claims, or, by
uniting with their fellow-subjects of British origin,
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they will compel the introduction of salutary reforms,

consign to their native insignificance the few indivi-

duals who alone profit by the present system of mis-

rule, and by repudiating ancient prejudices and exclu-

sive pretensions, place themselves in accordance with the

spirit of the age.
" To us, it is in one respect, a matter of indiffer-

ence what their decision may be. The principles we

espouse are identified with the happiness of the

human race
; they have taken root with our language

in all quarters of the globe, and wherever that langu-

age is spoken, there shall we meet encouragement, and

thence shall we derive force.
"
Although Lower Canada presents the strange

spectacle of a British Government bestowing its con-

fidence on men who have openly avowed their hos-

tility to England, and their desire to effect a separa-
tion from the Empire ; although by the contrivance

of that Government, the Provincial funds have been

illegally applied to reward French agitators, to sup-

port French journals, and to pay French agents ; yet
do we feel the proud conviction that the energies of

Britons will rise superior to the emergency, and that

despite an unnatural coalition, the banners of our

country will continue to wave over a British Pro-

vince.
" The voice of supplication has been unheeded

amidst the insolent clamours of faction. United
British America, assuming an attidue alike removed
from menace or from fear, will proclaim her wrongs,
assert her rights, and claim from the Imperial Par-

liament that interposition, which shall remove exist-

ing grounds of complaint, and carry witli it a sufficient

guarantee against future aggressions.
." By order of the Executive Committee of the

Montreal Constitutional Association.
" WILLIAM ROBERTSON, Chairman
'
J. GUTHRIE SCOTT, Secretary."

Montreal, January, 1836."
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Contemporaneously with the above appetrel also

the following report of" The Quebec Constitutional As-

sociation," as follows :

"The Executive Committee of the Quebec Consti-

tutional Association, to whom was referred, on the

28th November last, the resolution of the General

Meeting of the members of the Association, and

signers of the petitions presented to His Majesty and
both Houses of Parliament, for the purpose of report-

ing resolutions on the present state of public affairs,

as regards the complaints contained in said petitions.

"REPORT:
" That at a meeting of the Executive Committee,

held on the 10th December last, Messrs. Aylwin,

Duval, Neilson, Pemberton and Stuart were appointed
a Sub-Committee on the said resolutions.

"On the 22nd December, a draft .of a proposed

Keport was read at a meeting of the Executive Com-

mittee, and left on the table for the consideration of

the members, but not reported till the 5th instant,

at a meeting specially called to take the Eeport into

consideration. The meeting, after receiving, reading
and discussing the Report, adjourned to the follow-

ing day, at 3 o'clock, P. M., and ordered all the mem-
bers to be again notified of the adjournment.

'' At this meeting, the Report and resolutions,
with some amendments, were finally agreed to, and
it was ordered to be printed and distributed, and a

general meeting of the Association and Signers- of

the petitions to be called for Thursday, the 2 1st instant,

to which meeting the said Report and resolutions, as

subjoined, are now respectfully submitted.

"A. STUART, Chairman.
" T. C. AYLWIN, Acting Secretary.

" Committee Rooms, No. 13, St. Lewis Street.
" The Sub-Committee to whom was referred the

resolve of the general meeting of the Quebec Con-
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stitutional Association and the signers of the peti-

tions to His Majesty and both Houses of the Imperial

Parliament, praying for justice, and protection in

their rights as British subjects ;
which resolve, dated

28th November last, requested the Executive Com-
mittee 'to prepare Resolutions on the present state

of public affairs, as regards the complaints contained

in their petitions,'

" REPORT :

" That they have bestowed on the said reference

that serious consideration which is due from all those

entrusted by their fellow-citizens with the perform-
ance of a public duty, but more particularly when
their rights and liberties are concerned, and they
have made a constitutional appeal to the supreme au-

thorities of the Empire for justice.
"The complaints of the Petitioners as set forth in

their petitions, are :

"
1st. That they are deprived of a fair and equit-

able representation in the Provincial Assembly :

" 2nd. That the powers of the Assembly, under
the Act of the British Parliament, by which it is

constituted, as one of the three branches of the Pro-

vincial Legislature, have been exercised to the injury
of the Petitioners, and the disturbance of the quiet and

prosperity of the Province :

" 3rd That the increased powers improvidently
conceded to the Assembly by the British Parliament
have been abused, for the avowed purpose of subvert-

ing the Constitution of the Government as established

by the said Act, and for the subjugation of the Peti-

tioners to '

arbitrary rule and control, through the

instrumentality of a majority acting and held together
under the impulses of national prejudices and feel-

ings :

" 4th. That in consequence of the proceedings of

the Assembly in furtherance of the said ends, the
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property of the Petitioners and the rewards of labor

and industry have diminished in value by the de-

crease of public confidence in their security, and the

continuance of various abuses, while funds derived

from permanent taxes, levied for the public uses, as

may be directed by law, are pledged by the Assembly
in furtherance of their aforesaid ends :

" 5th. That the Judges are held in a state of an-

nual dependence, on the Assembly for their subsist-

ence, while the Administration of Justice and the

Judiciary system, as regulated in 1794, is become

insufficient, and in many cases entailing ruinous ex-

penses, amounting to a denial of justice :

" 6th. That His Majesty's Executive Council for

the affairs of the Province, both as respects the

number and composition of its members, is inefficient

for the purposes of its institution :

" 7th. That proper regulations ought to be adopt-
ed by the Crown in the exercise of its prerogative of

calling to seats in the Legislative Council, so as to en-

sure the selection of fully qualified persons.
" The Sub-Committee have not been able to dis-

cover that any relief has been afforded to the Petitioners

on^any of the foregoing heads of complaint.
" A Commission has indeed been appointed by His

Majesty, to inquire into alleged grievances in the

administration of the local Government, and this in-

quiry embraces the complaints of the Petitioners.

The Commission, consisting of three persons, arrived at

Quebec, the 23rd August last.

" On the 9th of October, the Executive Committee

applied to the Commission, through its Secretary,

expressing their readiness to support the petitions to

His Majesty and both Houses of Parliament. The
resolutions of the Committee and answer of the Com-

missioners, dated 12th October, have been published,
and may be referred to. On the 15th December

instant, a letter from the Secretary was received,
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stating the rerdiness of the Commissioners to receive

information, and listen to representations on the part
of the Association, which has led to the first examin-

ation of two deputations of the Executive Committee on

the 23rd instant.
" With the measure of sending out a Commission

of enquiry, was connected a change of the person
entrusted by His Majesty with the chief Government of

the Province and the new Governor was placed at the

head of the Commission.
" The speech delivered by His Excellency at the

opening of the Provincial Legislature on the 27th of

October last, may be referred to, as indicating the views

of the British Government on the state of affairs in this

Province.
" This speech affords sufficient evidence that the

King's Ministers were desirous of conciliating the

majority of the House of Assembly- and its leaders

upon whose conduct is founded the five first and prin-

cipal heads of complaint on the part of the Petitioners

as before stated.
" The only concession to the Assembly announced

in this speech, beyond those contained in the despatch
of His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the

Colonial Department, dated 7th July, 1831, which,

being in answer to an Address of the Assembly of the

16th March, 1831, was laid before that body on the

18th November following, seems to be, the surrender

of all the net proceeds of the revenue of the Crown

arising
' from any sources in the Province ;'

on con-

dition that the management of these sources of

revenue should be '
reserved to officers of the Crown,

and that a provision should be made for the support of

the Executive Government, and for the salaries of the

Judges, by an adequate Civil List.'

"The manner in which this new concession may
affect the Petitioners, through the power of the House

Of Assembly, in which they are not represented, will
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depend greatly on the conditions which may be an-

nexed to the proposed surrender. On this suhject it

is stated in the speech, that the Commissioners are to

enquire and report to His Majesty's Government,
and His Excellency expresses a hope that he will be

able to submit to the Assembly
'

proposals in a session

to be holden in the ensuing year.'
" The Sub-Committee beg leave to observe that it

would appear from declarations, several times re-

peated, in the speech, that it is not intended to con-

fine the duties of the Commissioners to mere enquiry ;

but that they are to come to '

impartial and well

weighed conclusions,' which they
'
will state with an

earnestness of purpose, calculated to give additional

force to the authority which they ought to derive

from having been deemed worthy so grave a charge.'
" The declaration contained in the speech against

incompatible offices, is, in part, conformable to a

bill passed by both Houses of the Provincial Legisla-

ture, and reserved for the signification of His Majes-

ty's pleasure thereon. The declaration seems to

have been acted upon in respect to certain officers

having seats in the Executive Council. Three of the

four acting Executive Councillors, resident at Que-

bec, are stated to have expressed a wish to resign their

seats in that body. This result is tantamount to its

annihilation. Indeed, it is generally understood that

this body had long ceased to- act as the advisers of

the Governors in matters of state. The object of the

Petitioners, in respect to the Executive Council can,

however, only be attained by its being re-constituted,

so as to form a body of able and well-informed indi-

viduals, aiding by its local knowledge and advice, the

Executive authority, and thereby enabling it to proceed
with 'sound discretion, uniformity, consistency and

system.'
" While His Excellency repeats the disclaimer

contained in the despatch of 7th July, 1831, on the
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part of His Majesty and the British people, of all

distinctions from difference of national origin in the

exercise^
of the Royal prerogative of appointing to

office in the Province, he distinctly acknowledges
the existence of two parties therein, based on these

distinctions. It is to this source that the petitioners
trace their principal complaints. It is against the

grasping and insatiable greediness and ambition of

the leaders of the party of French origin in the House
of Assembly, and on their spirit of unjust domination

over those of different national origins, so repeatedly

exemplified in their acts and public declarations

that the petitioners have been compelled to appeal
to their Sovereign for protection, and to co-operate
in the support of their rights and liberties.

" It would be a subject of sincere congratulation
to the Sub-Committee could they perceive that this

spirit is abated : that whatever may be the national

peculiarities of language, religion and usages among
His Majesty's subjects in this Province, they were all

fully sensible of their duty to cultivate peace and

good understanding with each other, by mutual tolera-

tion, an inviolable regard for the established rights of

all, and an active co-operation for the common wel-

fare.
" The established Constitution ought indeed to

promote such a state of feeling and conduct. The

population of French extraction, forming a majority
of the electors, are secured by it against all changes
in their present condition, and in the laws, in^titu-

tions and usages peculiar to them, as no such change
can be effected without the consent of representa-
tives chosen by themselves; and the legal rights,
liberties and privileges which are dear to the popula-
tion of other origins, cannot be subverted without the

consent of two other branches of the Legislature,
who are, or ought to be, independent of the represen-
tative branch.
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" The Sub-Committee is, however sorry to have

to state, that a majority of French origin in the pre-
sent session of the House of Assembly, amidst pro-
fessions of equal justice to all, has shown, by its acts,

that it continues in its disposition to subjugate those

of all other origins to its mere will and pleasure, or

tint of the distinct national origin to which it owes

its existence. Not contented with its former attacks

on the Constitutional Act, to which it had so often

and so recently professed its entire devotion, not

contented with having employed, for several years

past, the increased power confided to it by the British

Government and Parliament, on the faith of these

protestations, to effect the destruction of the Consti-

tution, the annihilation of a co-ordinate branch of

the Legislature and of all efficient executive authority
within the Province, derived from His Majesty, it

has now unequivocally proclaimed its intention to

perpetuate its exclusive power by the establishment

of a pretended pure Democracy, deriving its exist-

ence from a majority of electors of a particular na-

tional origin only, and liable to no check but the

will of that majority, notoriously influenced by means
of excited national feelings and prejudices.

" If the Sub-Committee could entirely confide in

what ought to be the result of the declaration con-

tained in His Excellency's speech at the opening of

the present session of the Legislature, viz. :

' That a

Government of which consistency and good faith are

the main elements of power, will not fail to maintain

the spirit of that Constitution which has been long
held out as a boon to the natives of the Province and

an inducement to the settlers who have embarked in

it their enterprise, their wealth, and their hopes of

individual happiness, the petitioners might pursue
their wonted and highly useful avocations, in peace
and security, regardless of the efforts of the turbu-

lent and unprincipled characters by whom they have
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so long been disturbed
;
but the Committee cannot

perceive, by reference to the conduct of the British

Government and Parliament in regard to this Pro-

vince for several years past, that character of firm-

ness and decision which, supported by knowledge,

justice and strength, are the foundation and pre-
servers of empire and public security. Neither can

they perceive, in some recent proceedings of the

executive authority here, a conformity with the

spirit or even the letter of the British Constitution and
the Act of the British Parliament providing for the

better government of this Province.
" The means of more effectually operating against

the petitioners and the authority of the Empire as

lawfully existing in this Province, have lately been
afforded to those of whose attempts they have com-

plained in their humble petitions to His Majesty and

both Houses of Parliament. An amount equal to

about one-fifth of the whole annual revenue of 'the

Province levied under permanent laws, paid in great

part by the petitioners, and desposited with the exe-

cutive authority to be applied to the public uses of

the Province ' in such manner only as shall be direct-

ed by any law or laws which may be made by His

Majesty, his heirs and successors, by and with the

advice and consent of the Legislative Council and

Assembly of the said Province,' ( Vide Act British

Parliament, 31 Geo. Ill, cap. 31, sec. 47,) has been

yielded up to the national majority before mentioned
and is now used, in part, by its leaders and their

agents in forwarding its illegal, anti-constitutional, and

domineering projects, both in the Colonies and in Eng-
land.

" The Sub-Committee is sorry to have to add, that

this open disregard of the law has been resorted to

by the executive authority under a public and mani-

fest threat, acted on by the House of Assembly at its

last session, of not proceeding with the public busi-
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ness unless the Governor advanced to that body all

the money that it chose to demand, to be applied to

such purposes as it saw fit
;
and this after it had pub-

licly pledged the funds of the Province to illegal

purposes, and had long neglected, and finally form-

ally refused to make good, according to its promise,
advances formerly made, an amount of which, ex-

ceeding seventy thousand pounds, still remains un-

covered, and has been included in the amount which
the Governors are accused by the Assembly of having

spent without authority of law.
11 This palpable injustice and breach of faith on the

part of the Assembly cannot be more offensive to

every upright and honorable mind than the sacrifice

which it implies of a principle essential to the exist-

ence of free government, by those who are the natu-

ral guardians of the public funds, to the end that they

mayf be applied only under the authority of law.
"
Upon the whole matter referred, the Sub-Com-

mittee is of opinion that in the present state of pub-
lic affairs as regards the complaints of the petitioners,
there is nothing that authorizes a relaxation of vigil-

ance; but rather, while they continue to respect and

bestow proper confidence in public authorities de-

rived from His Majesty, the petitioners ought to lose

no time in acting more in concert, and, being thrown

chiefly on their own resources, they ought to come
to an understanding as to the means which they can

most effectually employ to maintain their rights as

British subjects under the established Constitution
;

thus asserting their claim to the high character of

their ancestors, and of the great majority of the peo-

ple who inhabit the northern parts of this continent.

For these purposes the Sub-Committee conceive that

it would be expedient that the petitioners, through-
out the whole Province, by means of persons selected

from among themselves, should consult together, in

the view of giving effect to their petitions, and en-

suring the permanency of their connexion with the
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Mother Country under Constitutional Government,
and the general quiet, prosperity, and happiness of

this important part of the British North American Co-

lonies.
" The Sub-Committee most respectfully submit

the following Resolutions, with a view to their being

reported to a General Meeting, should they be concur -

ed in by the Executive Committee :

"
1st. Resolved that this meeting has seen with

regret that no remedy has hitherto been afforded to

the evils of which they complained in their humble

petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the

Imperial Parliament, presented at the last session

thereof.
" 2nd. That they have seen with extreme regret,

that since the presenting of these petitions additional

means of injuring them have been afforded .to those

of whom they complained, and that these means,
derived in great part from the petitioners, are now

avowedly employed for the purpose of subjugating
the persons, property, and freedom of the petitioners
to the mere will and pleasure of a power derived from

a majority of one distinct portion of the population

only, proclaiming its
' French origin' by solemn re-

solves of its Representatives, and manifestly held to-

gether by feelings and prejudices averse to other ori-

gins, and acted upon by ambitious and self-interested

individuals.
" 3rd. That the Executive Committee be re-

quested to take measures with a view to the assem-

bling of a Select General Committee of the petitioners,
at some pi ace to be agreed upon, to consult on such
ulterior measures as may then seem most advisable to

the said General Committee, in support of their peti-
tions

;
and for the security of all the rights and liber-

ties, civil and religious, which the inhabitants of all

classes and denominations in this Province now enjoy,
or of rinjht are entitled to.
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"4th. That the said Select Committee consist of
one member for each County, City, Town or Borough
in the Province, and that the persons so selected be ad-

mitted on producing sufficient credentials.
"

5th. That the time, mode and places of selection

of the members of the General Committee be deter-

mined by the Executive Committee, in concert with
the Montreal Committee, and that the same be publicly
notified at least two months before the day fixed for

meeting.
"
6th. That the day and place of meeting of the

General Committee be fixed in the same manner, and
that at least one month's notice be given of the time and

place of meeting.
" 7th. That Vigilance Committees of the peti-

tioners, to consist of three residents, be appointed for

each Ward within the City of Quebec, to receive sig-

natures "to the Declaration, and to enter in a book,

by streets, a list of the names, surnames, additions,
and residences of the members and signers of the

petitions within each Ward
;
the chairman and mem-

bers of which Committees shall respectively keep a copy
of such lists, and transmit a duplicate to the Executive

Committee.
" 8th. That the unavoidable disbursements of said

Vigilance Committee be allowed by the Executive

Committee.
" 9th. That the appointment of Vigilance Commit-

tees, for like purposes/
be recommended to the several

Branch Associations, and the petitioners in each

Parish, Township, or detached Settlement, and that

the Committee-men, and all members and signers of

the petitions, keeping in view the sixth object of the

Association, as expressed in its Declaration, avoid all

national reflections, altercations, or angry discussion

with those who differ with them in opinion on public

affairs, or who are of a different national origin, but

extend to all the inhabitants of the Province that
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kindly feeling and toleration which they claim for them-

selves.

u J. NEILSON, Chairman Sub-Committee.

" 5th January, 1836."

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the

Constitutional Association of Montreal, held on the

27th February, 1836, the following resolutions were

adopted :

"Resolved 1. That the views of His Majesty's
Government in relation to the constitutional ques-
tions at issue in this Province, as set forth in the ex-

tracts from the instructions to His Excellency the

Earl of Gosford, communicated by the Lieutenant

Governor of Upper Canada to the Legislature of that

Province, and the line of policy prescribed to Sir

Francis B. Head, with respect to the questions at

issue in Upper Canada, in so far as the same can be ren-

dered applicable to this Province, are calculated, if hon-

estly carried into effect, to promote the cause of good
government.

" Resolved 2. That Constitutionalists are not dis-

posed to "shield the malversations of any individual in

office
;

that they do not sympathize with the hopes
or the fears of office seekers, and disapprove of the

undue importance which has been attached to this

subject by the British press generally; and that they
will rest satisfied with any appointments to office

which may be made, provided the essential qualifi-

cations of integrity and ability are properly consi-

dered.
" Resolved 3. That the population of British or

Irish descent noticed, with a well founded, apprehen-

sion, certain passages in the opening speech of His

Excellency the Earl of Gosford more especially, the

eulogy of a system which has been productive of

consequences fatal to the peace and prosperity of the

colony which formed a prominent subject of com-
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plaint in the petitions to His Majesty and the Imperial

Parliament, <tind had been referred for investigation
to the Commission of Enquiry of which His Excel-

lency is the head
;
and that the recent message of His

Excellency to the Assembly, adhering to every de-

claration made by him on the first meeting of the

Legislature, as conveying
" the sense in which the

instructions from His Majesty's Government are un-

derstood by those who are to execute them," cannot

but disturb our confidence in the justice and wisdom
of those who have departed from the character of

impartiality, so necessary to their station, by avowing

hasty and inaccurate opinions on the matters submitted

to their investigation.
"Resolved 4. That His Excellency's admiration

of ' the system,' having been founded on the suppo-
sition that '

it sustained a dense rural population
without the existence of any class of poor,' it might

naturally have been expected that the facts made
known in the address of this Association, and sub-

stantiated by the records of the Provincial Legislature,

shewing that there is in Canada 'a class of poor,' for

whose assistance the provincial funds have been, at

different periods, lavishly bestowed, would have in-

duced His Excellency to entertain doubts of the ex-

cellence oi ' a system,' under which the rural popu-
lation have been in many instances reduced to a state

of pauperism, unknown in other parts of the North
American continent, where, happily for the inhabitants,
a different '

system' prevails.
"Resolved 5. That 'the system,' which it has

pleased His Excellency to declare,
' there is no

thought of endeavoring to break up,
1

consists in the

setting apart one-seventh of the township lands for

the support of a Protestant Clergy; in holding in

mortmain a large extent of seigniorial lands
;
in the

establishment and support of French colleges of a

rigidly exclusive character
;
in a code of law, imposing
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a tax of eight and one-third per cent on every sale of

landed estate
;

in the absence of registry offices,

thereby creating a general distrust in the titles and

securities of land
;
and in various other evils, affect-

ing the daily transactions of life
; depressing industry

and enterprise ; encouraging and protecting fraud
;

disturbing the peace of society, and preparing men's

minds for any, and every effort, to work out their de-

liverance.
" Resolved 6. That this Committee deem it in-

cumbent on them to declare, that there is not the

slightest foundation for the assertion so frequently
made by the French leaders, that the system of law
in force in this Province, was guaranteed and con-

firmed to the French population by the British Gov-
ernment in the articles of capitulation and treaty of

cession
; they further declare, that the existence of

that system is a manifest violation of His Majesty's
Proclamation in 1763, inviting immigrants from the

British Isles to make Canada their home, and guaran-

teeing to them a system of law in accordance with
their previous habits, and with the spirit of free insti-

tutions to which they had been accustomed
;
that this

state of things, so derogatory to British justice, is

solely maintained by the intervention of Imperial

power; and that the colonists of British and Irish

descent, if unrestrained by other ties, would speedily
devise the means of emancipating themselves from
the galling oppression . to which they are subjected by
the persecuting spirit and exclusive pretensions of their

French opponents.
" Resolved 7. That in the opinion of this Com-

mittee, it would be impolitic and unwise for the

Constitutional party to b3stow its confidence or sup-
port on His Excellency the Governor in Chief, so

long as his present line of policy is adhered to
;
or to

identify itself with any of the great political parties
in England ;

and that the only prudent or safe course,
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in the present state of affairs, consists in firmly and

energetically maintaining the objects and demands

recapitulated in the reports and addresses of this Asso-

ciation.
" Resolved 8. That the high degree of prosperity

which Upper Canada has attained, and the compara-
tive tranquility she enjoys, when contrasted with the

condition of this Province, conclusively establish the

fact, that other and more exciting causes exist, to

disturb the peace of this community, than the agita-
tion of those constitutional questions common to both

Provinces; that these causes have been clearly de-

fined and set forth in the addresses of this Associa-

tion
;
and that the opposition of the French party to

the salutary reforms demanded in those addresses, is the

great cause of the dissensions which disturb the peace
of society in this Province.

" Resolved 9. That the selfish, illiberal, and anti-

commercial policy of the French leaders, and the

inertness of the French population, by withholding

co-operation in, works of internal improvement, have

led our brethren of Upper Canada to look abroad for

those facilities which are denied in the natural chan-

nel for their trade, the Saint Lawrence : That this

Association again expresses the earnest hope, that a

wise policy will repair the error committed in dividing
the former Province of Quebec, and, by uniting,

what should never have been disjoined, confer pros-

perity on this Province, and firmly ally the interests of

both.

"Resolved 10. That the project of annexing the

County of Vaudreuil and the Island of Montreal to

Upper Canada, would meet with the unqualified ap-

probation of this Association, and would be hailed as

a boon only secondary to the union of the two Pro-

vinces.

"Resolved 11. That this Association disclaims

any control over the newspaper press of this city, and
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is in no respect chargeable with the opinion it pro-

mulgates; that this announcement is deemed neces-

sary, to prevent misconceptions, to correct errors,

and to give assurance of an undeviating adherence to

the principles enunciated in the various addresses

and reports of this Association.
" Resolved 12 That these Resolutions be pnb-

lished in the Journals of this city.
"
By order of the Executive Committee,

" J. GUTHRIE SCOTT, Secretary.

Another meeting of the Quebec Constitutional

Association took place on the llth March, at which
the following were submitted and approved :

" The Sub-Committee appointed by a Resolve of the

Executive Committee of the 2nd March instant,
to consider the present state of public affairs in

the colony, as connected with the objects of the

Association, and to Report if it be expedient or

necessary to adopt any, and what measures, in

relation thereto,

:< R E PO R T :

" That the sub-Committee have thought it proper
to confine their inquiries into the state of public
affairs as affecting the objects of the Association, and
of the Petitioners, to the principal events and pro-

ceedings which have taken place since the Report
submitted to the General Meeting of the 2 1st January
last.

" The then state of affairs as affecting the aforesaid

objects, is detailed in the Report made to the General

Annual Meeting of the 28th November, and in the

said Report of the 21st January.
" The subsequent events and proceedings which

have a material bearing on the prospects of the peti-

tioners, are :

" 1st The continued co-operation of a majority in
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the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, in the views
and objects entertained by the leaders of the majority
of French origin in Lower Canada.

" 2nd. The declarations on the part of His Majes-
ty's Government, contained in that part of the instruc-

tions of the 17th of July, 1835, to the Royal Commis-
sioners sent to this Province.

" 3rd. The recent proceedings of the House of

Assembly, and more particularly the refusal to vote

the arrears due for the last three years, for the support
of the civil government, and the administration of jus-
tice in this Province.

" 4th. The proceedings of Constitutional meetings
of the Petitioners throughout the Province.

" Your Committee are aware, that for some years

past there h? been an active communication be-

tween some of the leading members of the Upper
Canada and Lower Canada Houses of Assembly, par-

ticularly since the general election of 1834-. It has

been endeavoured to extend these communications

to all the North American colonies, by means of hired

agents, recently paid out of monies advanced for the

contingencies of the Lower Canada Assembly, resi-

dent in London, and no pains have been spared by
these agents to produce a combined action in all the

Provinces, to enable the leading members of the

Assemblies to remove all checks to their arbitrary
and exclusive control within the colonies, and to

repudiate the just, necessary, and lawful authority of

the King, which is indispensoble to the connection

of the colonies with the Empire, and for ensuring

peace and justice, and equal protection to all His Ma-

jesty's subjects residing in the said colonies, or resorting

thereto..
" It is only in Upper Canada that this combination

has hitherto obtained any decided success
;

and in

that Province it only became apparent at the session

of the Assembly, last spring, more by the manage-'
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ment of those connectel with the Lower Canada

leaders, than by any expressed declaration of tl e Upper
Canada Assembly.

" At the session of the Upper Canada Legislature,

which opened on the 13th January last, the co-

operation before referred to became decided. It will

be recollected that, shortly after the opening of the

Lower Canada Assembly, on the 27th October last,

and previous to the opening of the session in Upper
Canada, two persons intimately connected with the

Upper Canada leaders, visited Quebec, and had frequent
communications with the leading members of the Lower
Canada Assembly, when the course to be followed in

Upper Canada was probably settled.
" This co-operation of the leaders in the Assem-

blies in the two Provinces, for objects which evi-

dently have a tendency to the attainment cf power
and emolument for themselves and associates, has

been promoted by the indecision of the British Gov-
ernment during several years, on the attempts made
in Lower Canada to obtain from the British Parlia-

ment, the subversion of the established Constitution,
which is the same in both Provinces, by the abuses
which had grown up in some departments of the

Local Government, and by the encouragement of

final success held out to the parties in Lovrer Canada,

by their hired agents and others, in England. There

is, however, reason to believe, that the majority of

the inhabitants of Upper Canada, sincerely attached

to the countries of their birth, or of their ancestors,
and satisfied with the liberal views of the British

Government as again made public, will repudiate the

unnatural connection into which some of their repre-
sentatives have entered, and discountenance the en-

croachments on the authority of His Majesty and the

British Empire, which originated not with the people
of Lower Canada, but with a few leaders in the House
of Assembly.
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YJour Committee have seen, with pleasure, the

declarations of His Majesty's Government contained
in the despatch of the 17th July last, forming in-

structions to the Royal Commissioners appointed for

this Province, as communicated to the Legislature of

Upper Canada, by the recently appointed Lieutenant
Governor of that I'rovincc.

" This despatch puts beyond a doubt the favorable
decision of His Majesty's ministers on the following ob-

jects, prayed for by the petitioners for whom the Execu-
tive Committee of the Association has acted :

"
IT/. The independence of the Judges.

"
2o. A Tribunal for the trial of Impeachments.

"
3o. No modification of the Constitution of the

Legislative Council, excepting such as may be
* founded on the principles, and conceived in the spirit

of the Constitutional statute now in force.'
(t

4-<>. The establishment of some adequate secu-

rity against the evils which have resulted from the abu-

sive exercise of the powers confided to the Assembly
over the public revenues.

"
5o. The retention in the hands of the Crown, of

the exclusive management and disposal of the waste

landa
"
These, indeed, embrace the principal objects

prayed for by the petitioners, excepting a better

composition of the Executive Council security for

the appointment of fit persons as members of the

Legislative Council a reform in the system of Judi-

cature, and the administration of Justice, and a fair dis-

tribution of the representation throughout the Province,

concerning all which the views of the British Govern-
ment have not yet been made public.

" Since the Report of the 21st January, the House
of Assembly of this Province has been actively engag-
ed in the most extraordinary line of proceeding ever

adopted in a British Province, professing allegiance to

the King.
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" It has refused or
neglected,

for several years

past, to provide a tribunal for the trial of impeach-
ments. In the 92 Resolutions of the 21st February,
1834-, which it has confirmed at every session since,

it declared ' His Majesty's officers, both civil and

military, a combined faction, induced by interest

alone to contend for the support of a Government
inimical to the rights, and opposed to the wishes of

the people.' (Vide 30th and 31st Resolutions.) That
157 of the officers of the civil government were
'

apparently of British or foreign origin,' and only
47 of ' French origin ;'

and that of the Judges in the

three great Districts, only one in each was of ' French

origin.' (Vide 75th and 76th Resolutions.) At this

session it has commenced or renewed accusations

against four of the seven Judges of ' British origin,'

and against two members of the Legislative Council

holding offices under the Crown, two Sheriffs, one

Coroner, one Clerk of the Peace, and several others,

examining such witnesses, and calling for such docu-

ments as the accusers chose to bring forward before

Committees named by the Assembly, without any
One on the part of the accused to cross-examine such

witnesses, or call other witnesses, or evidence
;
and

without hearing the parties, the Assembly, after the

most violent appeals to passion and prejudice from
some of its members, has pronounced all those whose
cases have heretofore come before it, guilty, and ad-

dressed the Governor for their removal from office.
" It can hardly be presumed that the Assembly

itself expects that any Governor, commissioned by
the, King, will cemply with such Addresses. Great
and certain evil is, however, effected by these pro-

ceedings. No administration of justice, no officer of

government, however pure, able and faithful, could

gtand against such a system of public calumny, under
colour of judicial proceedings, and the appearance of

a legal sanction. All these accusations are not only
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spread throughout the Province, and in the adjoin-

ing colonies and country, in newspaper reports of the

debates in the Assembly, but the Reports whereon
these Addresses are founded, are to be forwarded to

the salaried Agent of the Assembly, and his assist-

ants in England, to be used in Parliament, and

through the press, as documents having a like weight,
and entitled to similar credit as Reports of the House
of Commons.

" It matters little what may be the intentions of

the movers in these proceedings; the effect is to

bring, if possible, the British Government and the

administration of justice in the colony into contempt ;

to alienate the affections of the subject from His

Majesty, weaken his allegiance, and undermine Bri-

tish connection, which of late the leaders in that body
have affected to cherish.

"That any government should exist in a British

colony, which would countenance, or suffer such

proceedings to be perseveringly resorted to, is indeed

a grievance of which every peacable and loyal sub-

ject is justly entitled to complain, however desirous

he may be to see abuses eradicated.
" T^e effect on the administration of justice, and

the due execution ef the duties of public officers, is

peculiarly alarming. Reduced to a state of extreme

distress, from the witholdiug their just dues by the

Assembly, accusations publicly invited, encouraged
and rewarded, there are few men who possess a suf-

ficient degree of moaal courage to resist the tempta-
tion of yielding a corrupt compliance to those who

may be their accusers or judges, in the hope of escaping
the torture and ruin which has visited or threatened so

many of their colleagues.
" On the 9th November last, His Excellency Lord

Gosford, Governor in Chief, transmitted a message to

the Assembly, with a statement of the arrears due

for the service of the civil government on the 10th
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October preceding, amounting to 135, 617 9s. lOd.

sterling, expressing bis confidence ' That tbe House
of Assembly will see the necessity of proceeding,
without delay, to a consideration of this part of the

public accounts.' The amount of the arrears in-

cludes 30,519 4s. 2d. sterling, advanced from the

military chest in payment of part of these arrears.

This was followed the same day by an Address from
the Assembly for an advance of 22,000, nominally
to pay arrears duo, and ^towards defraying the con-

tingent expenses of tho House for the present session,

16,920 of which arrears were included in the

general amount of the arrears above mentioned of

135,617 9s. lOd. The whole amount prayed for

by the Assembly, viz., 22,000, was advance 1 by His

Excellency on the llth November.
"The general statement of arrears was referred by

the Assembly to the Standing Committee of Public

Accounts, on the 9th November, which, on the 6th

January, reported. This Report was finally referred

to a Committee -of the whole House, on the state of

the Province, for the llth February, on which day
a call of the House was ordered. On the 23rd of

February a motion to vote the arrears was negatived
in Committee of the Whole; yeas 31, nays 42, and

the House proceeded to vote half a year's salary to

the Governor, Judges and Public Officers, and De-

partments. &c., from the 15th January, 1836, to 15th

July, on the estimate submitted by the Governor for

the year, from the 10th October, 1835, to 10th Octo-

ber, 1836, leaving out several salaries heretofore sanc-

tioned by the Legislature, and imposing conditions never

before so sanctioned.
" With respect to the arrears, and the supply for

the current year, thus refused to be voted by the

Assembly, His Excellency expresses himself in the

speech from the Throne at the opening of the session

on the 27th October, as follows :
' I earnestly request
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you to pass such votes as affect the liquidation of

these arrears, and provide for the maintenance of the

public servants, pending the enquiry of the Commis-

sioners, to which I have alluded. Should you place
the government in this position, I am authorized to

engage that no part of the surplus proceeds of the

Crown revenue, which may accrue, beyond the

charges to which they are at present permanently

liable, shall, in the interval of the Commissioners'

inquiry, be applied to any purpose whatever, unless

with your consent.' With regarded to the 30,519
4s. 2d., advanced from the military chest, under the

sanction of His Majesty's Government, to meet the

pressing exigencies of the public service, His Excel-

lency says,
' His Majesty hopes that an issue made

in reliance on the just and liberal feelings of the

House of Assembly, and designed for no other purpo-

ses, than to prevent a highly inconvenient interruption
of the general business of the Province, will be cheerful-

ly paid .

'

" After such declarations on the part of the Crown,
and after the reception they have received on the

part of the Assembly, your Committee presume that

no British Ministry can be so wanting to the dignity
of the Crown as to submit to further humiliation

;
and

that the offer of giving up the hereditary revenue of

the Crown in this Province, in consideration of an

adequate civil list, must be withdrawn, as entirely

hopeless. The British Government is indeed put to

the option of abandoning all pretensions on the part of

the Crown to its lawful authority in the Province, or to

provide for the payment of its officers, indispensable to

the administration of the civil government within the

Province.
" The injustice and distress to the parties imme-

diately concerned, the decrease of employment to the

industrious classes, from the non-payment of ad-

vances, the discontinuance of public works and im-
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provementa, the want of confidence and insecurity

resulting from the inefficiency of government, occa-

sioned by the withholding of the salaries of the

Judges and Public Officers, as already set forth in the

petitions presented at the last session of the Imperial
Parliament, are now increased and more severely
felt.

" This grievance is indeed become intolerable,, and
amounts almost to the withdrawal of the King's protec-
tion from his loyal subjects in the colony, which is just-

ly to be deprecated by all, as the forerunner of anarchy
and bloodshed.

" In this point of view, increased watchfulness,

activity and union, are moi-e necessary than ever,

among all those who are determined to maintain the

public peace and their connexion with the countries

of their forefathers, together with that freedom and se-

curity which they have formerly enjoyed in this portion
of the King's dominions.

" It has been with the utmost astonishment that

in a printed paper, purporting to be an Address from
the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, to His

Majesty, and the two Houses of the Imperial Parlia-

ment of Great Britain and Ireland, your Committee
have read, amongst many other false and injurious

assertions, a paragraph, of which the following is an

extract :

' We have at least the satisfaction of seeing
shat the inhabitants of this Province/ of every creed,
and of every origin, are satisfied with the share they
have in the provincial representation, and that our

fellow-subjects, of the less numerous origin in parti-
cular acknowledge the spirit of justice and brotherly
love with which we have endeavoured to ensure to

all the inhabitants of the country, a participation in

its political and natural advantages. We perceive
in this happy union another guarantee of good gov-

ernment, and an antidote against the 'vicious policy
which it is sought to support by unjust distinctions.'
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That any number of men should publicly as3erf
,
and

transmit to the highest authority of the Empire,
allegations so false and unfounded, and in direct

contradiction to the petitions of twenty thousand

men, equal to one-fourth of the greatest number of

names affixed to any petitions transmitted from this

country to England, a number, in fact, representing

nearly the entire body of the inhabitants of this Pro-

vince, who are not of French origin, shews a reckless-

ness of character, and wickedness of purpose, which
could hardly be believed to exist in any country where
it is not known by melsmcholy experience.

" The inhabitants of this Province, of every creed

and of every origin, are not satisfied with the share

they have in the representation ;
those of the less

numerous origin, in particular, do not acknowledge
a spirit of justice and brotherly love on the part of

the majority in the House of Assembly ; they deny
that this majority has endeavoured to secure to all the

inhabitants of the country a participation in its poli-

tical and natural advantages ; they have in every

County of the Province, publicly proclaimed these

truths, and every day's experience proves that they
have no union to expect from the leaders of the As-

sembly, but an abject submission to their will; no

government, but that of tyranny, proscription and

spoliation-
"If any thing were wanting to show the spirit of

justice and brotherly love which these leaders en-

tertain for their fellow-subjects, designated in the

92 resolutions as ' of British or foreign origin,' it may
be found in these resolutions themselves, and in the

address of their principal autnor to the electors of the

West Ward of Montreal, after the last general elec-

tion. It may be found in the fact that, forming at

least one-fourth of the population of the Province,
and contributing much more than a proportionate
share towards the public burthens, they have only
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14 members of their choice out of 88
;
and if their

opinion is to be judged of by the votes of their repre-

sentatives, ten of the 14 are to be found in opposi-
tion to the French origin majority in almost every
division recorded in the Journals of the House of

Assembly. Every political measure or measures to

improve tho natural advantages of the Province com-

ing from the majority of the inhabitants of the '
less

numerous origin,' is voted down by the majority of

French origin joined by those members with English

names, who are elected by a French majority, and

hold their seats at the nod of the French leaders.

In every contested election, a reference to the poll-

books will show how completely the votes of the
'
less numerous origin' have been nullified by those

of the more numerous origin, and how completely
marked were these distinctions which the leaders of

French origin had so profusely disseminated at the

public expense in the 92 resolutions. Had there

been any change in the disposition of the French

leaders, they would not have renewed their adherence

to these resolutions at every session since, and in the

Address before alluded to
;
had they been disposed to

do justice to the less numerous origins, they would

long ago have taken into consideration the state of

the representation, and passed a bill allowing the

population not of French origin a representation of their

own choice
,
at least proportionate to their whole popu-

lation.
" Your Committee cannot conceive a greater insult to

the victims of an unjust exercise of power and political

proscription, than to tell them that it proceeds from a

spirit of justice and brotherly love.
" Your Committee, however, trust that, on this

head, as well as on others, the grievances complained
of in the petitions to the King and Parliament will

be listened to, and that the spirit which, for the

second time, has rejected the liberal offers and con-
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ciliatory policy of the British Government, in pursuit
of uncontrolled power over the King's subjects in this

Province, will be fully appreciated, and relief and pro-
tection afforded, especially if they remain true to them-

selves, and do not relax in their exertions.
" As connected with the present state of affairs

and the objects prayed for, your Committee cannot
refrain from referring to the intense anxiety which

prevails among the petitioners for the independent
administration of justice, assailed as it is by party
and prejudice, and the most unjust and selfish feel-

ings and passions, with hardly any share in the re-

presentation ;
with a Legislative Council threatened

in its independent existence, and but feeble in its

composition, an Executive, which has yielded to the

mandates of the Assembly, the petitioners have no

adequate security for their liberties, lives and pro-

perties but in the Courts of Justice, and if these

were to become the timid and corrupt instruments,
or be filled with the avowed partisans and co-opera-
tors of a prejudiced and vindictive national majority
in the Assembly, as a late appointment* gives reason

to apprehend, this condiuon would be past endurance

to men who have been accustomed to value the free-

dom and security of their British ancestors more than

their lives.
" Your Committee, since the date of the last Report

of the 21st January, have had occasion to observe,
with great satisfaction, the constitutional meetings
held in the Counties of Beauce, Megantic, Drum-

mond, Sherbrooke, Stanstead, Mississippi,' Beauhar-
nois and the Two Mountains, and the Town of Three

Rivers, and some other places. Their resolutions all

breathe a decided support of the Constitution and

Laws, and a firm determination to maintain their

allegiance to the Sovereign, their connexion with the

*
Probably Mr. Bedard's.
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Empire, and their rights as freemen. In most of the

places of these meetings Vigilance Committees have

been formed and the registration commenced, and in

some of them, delegates have been named to the propos-
ed general meeting.

" In most of the Wards in Quebec the registration

has been promoted with the greatest zeal by the

Vigilance Committees elected at the ward meetings.
In one ward alone upwards of five hundred names
above 18 years of age have been enregistered, and

your Committee conceive that it is of the highest

importance, in the present state of affairs, that the

recommendations of the general meeting of the 21st

January, should be carried into effect hi each settle-

ment in every County of the Province, and the regis-

tration of all supporters of the King and Constitution,

completed. This is now become indispensable for

the selection of delegates, truly expressing their senti-

ments in the approaching general meeting on the part of

the petitioners throughout the Province.
" The Sub-Committee must respectfully report the

following Resolutions for the consideration of the gen-
eral meeting. All which is humbly submitted.

"
Jtesolved. 1st.' That we deeply regret that a ma-

jority of the Assembly of Upper Canada should have
been led by a combination of some members of that

House, with certain leaders in the Lower Canada

.Assembly, to co-operate in their unjust, prejudiced,
and oppressive views against the population of Lower
Canada, which they have qualified as of ' British or

Foreign origin,' in the 92 resolutions of the 24th

February, 1834, renewed at each session since that

date.

"2. That we entertain a confident hope that
our brethren of Upper Canada, true to their Sove-

reign, attached to the countries of their forefathers,
and satisfied with the just and benevolent views of
the British Government, recently made public, will
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withdraw their confidence from men who have thus

prostituted their trust as representatives, to enter

into combinations against the Constitution of the

Canadas, as by law established, and aid in arresting the

progress of improvement, destroying the trade of the

country, and weakening the ties which connect us with

the British Empire.
" 3 . That we feel grateful for the expression of

the views of His Majesty's Government in England,
as contained in the instructions to the Royal Com-

missioners, dated the 17th July, 1835, and laid be-

fore the Upper Canada Legislature by Sir Francis

Bond Head, Lieutenant Governor of that Province.

"4. That the recent proceedings of the Assem-

bly of this Province, in a session which has now lasted

more than four months, in occupying themselves

with Bills heretofore deservedly rejected, lost or

amended in the Legislative Council, in the renewal

of laws expired by their own desertion of their posts
at the last session, or in vain and anti-Constitutional

projects and abortive measures; neglecting or coun-

teracting beneficial improvements, and to co-operate
with the other branches for the remedy of abuses

;
in

spreading national prejudices, individual abuse, calumny
and ill-will

;
and in vindictive, partial, and arbitrary

proceedings against judges and public officers ;
in the

refusal of the just dues retained from the judges and

public officers and departments for several years past,

and in the lavish and unchecked expenditure of public

money, have given additional proofs of the truth of the

complaints contained in our petitions to His Majesty
and both Houses of the Imperial Parliament, and new

ground for claiming effectual and immediate relief from

our present sufferings.
" 5 . That the following paragraph, among others

of alike character, contained in a printed paper, pub-
lished by order of the House of Assembly and addressed

to both Houses of Parliament, viz.:
' We have at least
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the satisfaction of seeing that the inhabitants of this

Province, of every creed and of every origin, are

satisfied with the share they have in the Provincial

representation, and that our fellow-subjects of the

less numerous origin, in particular, acknowledge the

spirit of justice and brotherly love with which we
have endeavoured to ensure to all the inhabitants of

the country, a participation in its political and natural

advantages. We perceive in this happy union an-

other guarantee of good government, and an antidote

against the tortuous policy which it is sought to sup-

port by unjust distinctions,' is a daring violation of
truth against which we now protest ;

an insult to the

high authority of the British Parliament and to the

people of Great Britian and Ireland, who are thus

attempted to be imposed upon ; and, as far as respects
at least one-fourth of the people of this Province, whom
the said Assembly have qualified as of ' Britisher For-

eign origin/ adding insult to injury.
'' 6 . That we continue to urge on His Majesty's

Government, our just right to a full and fair reform

in the representation in the Provincial Assembly,
from which, constituted as it now is, we can expect
neither justice nor benefit, but unmixed evil and injury,

placing us, and the most industrious classes throughout
the Province, in a worse situation than if there were no

representative Assembly.
" 7 . That we have seen with great alarm, the

attempts recently made to extend to the Court of

King's Bench and His Majesty's Courts of Justice
in this Province, the spirit which has been exhibited
in the Committees of the House of Assembly, and to

bring the administration of justice more in the de-

pendency of that House, and to a participation in the

character and feelings of its ruling member^.
" 8 . That while we assert our opinions with that

freedom which belongs to British subjects, and firmly
maintain our Constitutional rights, we will never be
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wanting in due respect to the authorities derived from
our Sovereign ;

and we now express our gratitude to

the Legislative Councillors, who, in discharge of their

obligations to the Crown and the country, have sac-

rificed their personal ease and interests in attending

during the present prolonged session of the Provincial

Legislature, maintaining the independence of the

Council, resisting encroachments on the rights of the

subject, and supporting the Constitution as estab-

lished by law. That we are equally grateful to those

members of the House of Assembly who have at-

tended in their places during the present session,

and who have steadily divided against the anti- Con-

stitutional measures and proceedings of the ' French

origin' majority.
" 9 . That we have observed with great satisfac-

tion, the public meetings and proceedings of our

brethren in various Counties of the Province, and in

the adjoining parts of Upper Canada, and we renew
our pledge of hearty co operation with all of them

conformably to our original declaration in support of

the King, the Constitution, and our connexion with

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
" 10 . That the thanks of this meeting be given

to the Vigilance Committees of Quebec, for their

zealous and successful exertions, and we renew our

earnest solicitations for the formation of Vigilance
Committees in every settlement, and a speedy and

general enregistration of all who support the King,
the Constitution, and British freedom, to the end that

they may be prepared, in time, to select delegates to

the proposed general meeting for every County in the

Province."

-o-o-
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i( At a Special Meeting of the Executive Committee,
held at the Rooms of the Association, on Tuesday,
the 8th March, 1836.

" A. STUART, Esqusre, in the Chair.

" The foregoing Report and Resolutions were read,

and unanimously adopted, and ordered to be submitted

to a general meeting, to be called for Friday the

llth instant, at the Albion Hotel, at seven o.clock,

P.M.

' At a General Meeting of the Members of the Que-
bec Constitutional Association, and the signers of the

Petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the

Imperial Parliament, presented at the last session,

called by public advertisement, and held at the

Albion Hotel, on Friday the llth March, 1836,

l< ANDREW STUART, Esquire Chairman of the Asso-

ciation, in the Chair.

" The chairman submitted the foregoing Report,
which was read by the Secretary, and on motion the

same was received unanimously.
" And on motions made and seconded, the resolu-

tions reported by the Committee were separately con-

curred in.

"
Resolved, That the foregoing Report and Reso-

lutions be published-in the Quebec Gazette and Quebec

Mercury, under the authority of the Association, and
authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman and

Secretary, and that copies thereof be transmitted to

the Constitutional Associations throughout the Pro-

vince, and otherwise forwarded in such manner as may
be deemed proper by the Executive Committee.

" ANDREW STUART, Chairman.
" R.H. GAIRDNER, Secretary."
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Sir John Colborne, after being relieved of the

government of Upper Canada by Sir F. B. Head,

proceeded to Montreal, which he reached on the 2nd

February, on his way to England via New York.

This gentleman's arrival at Montreal is thus noticed in

the Montreal Herald, of the 3rd February :

"
Yesterday evening, between four and five o'clock,

Sir John Colborne, Lady Colborne, family and suite,

arrived in this city . The cavalry troop was out the

greater portion of the day, and an immense number
of carioles driving to and fro expecting their arrival

every moment. Owing, however, to the execessive

cold and uncertainty of the time of their arrival,

the citizens were prevented from testifying their

respect and esteem. At every town and village be-

tween Toronto and this city, all classes seemed anxious

to testify their respect and esteem for ' the emigrant's

friend," Sir John Colborne. The inhabitants of

Cornwall and its vicinity, ever conspicuous for their

loyalty, did not on this occasion shrink from expres-

sing their feelings and opinions. On Saturday even-

ing, between forty and fifty 5ario!es met Sir John
about twelve miles above that town when the band
which accompanied them played the airs of ' God
Save the King,'

' Rule Britannia,' and ' See the Con-

quering Hero Comes.' He was then escorted to the

hotel, where he remained until Monday morning, when
an Address, numerously signed, was presented to

him, to which he returned such an answer as might
have been expected from such a man. About the same
number of carioles escorted him' from Cornwall, when

they were joined at Lancaster by as many more,

accompanied with banners and pipers. The Union

Jack, that ' meteor flag of England,' which we hope
will long wave triumphant in Canada, headed the

procession, and others, bearing such appropriate
mottos as ' Colborne and the Constitution,' and ' The
Constitution will be upheld,' added to the animation
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of the scene. The Highlanders also presented an Ad-

dress, to which Sir John replied. The Indians, at St.

Regis, fired off a salute as he passed. The whole proces-

8ion,consisting ofabout one hundred carioles, went so far

as the Province line,when three cheers were given for Sir

John and the Constitution. Notwithstanding the unfav-

orable state of the weather, a number of gentlemen ac-

companied Sir John from Cornwall to Montreal. Virtue
has indeed its own reward, and it must be truly gratify-

ing to the distinguished individual who, yesterday arriv-

ed among us, to receive expressions of feeling so well de-

served and so honorable to those who have made them."

WORTS OF LOWER CANADA.

From



306

LE CHIEN D'OR. The bus relief representing a golden dog
gnawing his bone over the front door of the old stone house,
known as " Free Mason's Hall," now in part occupied by the
Post Office, in Buade Street, near the steps, leading from the

Upper Town through Prescott Gate to 1 he Lower Town of

Quebec, has given rise to a multitude of fanciful conjectures
as to its origin. The house, it would seem, was built in 1 736,

by a Monsieur Philibert, a merchint of Quebec. The inscrip-
tion under the figure is in old, or according to modern ortho-

graphy, bad French. Having very recently inspected, I find

il to be verba im ac 'iteiatim as follows. I have been particular
in this, believing it of importance to archaeologists.

" JB Svis VN CHIBN qvi RONGE Lo

" EN LK RONGKANT JE PREND MON REPOS
" VN TEM8 VIENDRA qVI NEST PAS VENV

"q\
TE JE MORDERAY qVI MAVRA MOBLV.

1736."

Various versions, all for the most part fabulous, have been

given to the world of the origin of this legend, from that of

Captain Kuox, who was in the army, and present at the con-

quest of Canada, to those of Messrs. Bourne, Hawkins, Lieut.
Colonel Cockburn, R. A., and more recently a Canadian gen-
tleman, writing in French, under the signature A.S.S., (sup-
posed to be the late Mr. Soulard, an Advocate of this City,)
in " LE CANADIEN." Lieut. Col. Cockburn tells the story thus:

"
Passing between the Post Office and the Book-store of

"
Messrs. Thomas Gary & Co

,
to the Lower Town, thestran-

"
ger cannot help noticing a gold dog over the door of the

"
latter establishment. Tho following curious history at-

" taches to this dog."" The house was built by Mcns Philibert, a merchant, rc-
"
siding in Quebec in the time of Mr. Higot, the last Intendant

" under the French Government, and whose draft upon the
"
Treasury for the expenses of this Country were so enormous

" that, one of the Queens of that kingdom archly inquired
" whether the wall of Quebec were built of gold ? But to re-
" turn to the story of the chien d'or, Mr. Philibert and the In-
" tendant were on bad terms

;
but under the system then ex-

"
isting, the merchant knew that it was in vain for him to seek

;' redress in the colony, and determining at some future period
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11 to prove his complaint in Fran.ce, he contented himself with
"

placing the figure of a sleeping dog in front of his house,
1 with the following lines beneath it, in allusion to his situa-

11 tion with his powerful enemy. (As above )
" This allegorical language was, however, too plain for Mr.

"
Bigot to misunderstand it. A man so powerful easily fourd

11 an instrument to avenge the insult, and Mr. Philiben receiv-
" ed as the reward of his verse, the sword of an officer of the
f<
garrison through his back, when descending the Lower

" Town hill.
" The murderer was permitted to leave the colony unmolest-

"
ed, and was transferred to a regiment stationed in the East

<c Indies. Thither he was pursued by a brother of the deceas-
" ed wjjo had first sought him iu Canada, when he arrived here
" to settle his brother's affairs. The parties, it is related, met
" in the public street of Pondicherry, drew their swords, and
" after some conflict the assassin met a more horrible fate than
:t his crime deserved, and died by the hand of his antagonist."

Mr. Hawkins, in his " Picture of Quebec with Historical Recol-

lections'' gives the following account
;

" Mr. Pbilibert, who re-
" sided in this house, was a merchant of high distinction dur-
"
ing the time when Mr. Began wasintcndant of New France.

" The letter had formerly been a merchant of Bourdeaux, and
" came to Quebec in 1712.* Differences occurred between him
"and Mr. Philibert, over whom superior interest and power"
gave Mr. Began every advantage. Unable to obtain redress

" for his injuries real or supposed, Mr. Philibert bitterly, al-

though covertly, expressed his sentiments under the image of
"thecAzen d'or to which be added the following inscription,&c.

" Mr. Begon, determined on revenge, and Mr. Philibert des-
"
cending the Lower Town hill, received the sword ofMr de R.

" a French officer of the garrison, through the body. The per-"
petrator of this murder made his escape, and left the Pro-

"
vince, but the crime wag too atrocious to be forgiven. The

" brother cf Mr. Philibert came to Quebec to settle the estate,
" with a full determination of taking personal vengeance on
" the assassin. So determined was he to execute- this part of
"his mission, that, having ascertained that Mr. De R. had gone
tc to the East Indies, he pursued him thither. They met in a
" street of Pondicherry engaged on the spot, and the assassin
"

fell mortally, wounded, under the hand of the avenger, The
" ' Chien dor' remains to perpetual : this tale of bloodshed and
"
retribution."
A very pretty story, truly, of homicide and retribution, but

according to the researches of my friend Mr. Jacques Vigor,
(from whose manuscript on the subject I take my information)

Replaced by Mr. Dupuy in 1726.
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nearly altogether fabulous. His inquires establish the fact that
Mr. Nicholas Jacquin Philibert did, unhappily, on the 2lst

January, 1748, die of a sword wound he had received in a sud-
den quarrel the previous day at the hand of a Mr. Pierre, J.B.
F. X. Legardeur de Repentigny, n Lieutenant in the French

army, born at Montreal 24 May, 1719, and son of Mr. J. B. Le-

garaeur de Repentignv, who died therein 1741
;
but that with

this quarrel and homicide, neither Mr. Begon, who left the

country in 1726, nor Mr. Bigot, who did not come to it before

September, 1848, had, nor possibly could have anything to do.

The cause of quarrel and whole matter, are clearly and satis-

factorily explained by Mr. Viger through official and incontes-
tible documents, and judicial records still extant, and that

prove the story in so far as Mr. Begon and Mr Bigot tre con-
cerned to be absolutely a fable, and wholly withoutfoundation.
The Registers of the Parish of Quebec, according to Mr. Vi-

ger, prove that the family of Legardeur de Repentigny were in

the counti y so early as 1637
;
and those of the Superior Coun-

cil in like manner prove that the first Mayor of Quebec was a
Mr. J. B. Legardeur de Repentigny, elected to that post by an

assembly of citizens, held 7th October, 1603, before the Coun-
cil, pursuant to an arret of that body of the 20ih September,
1663, when a Mayor (Mr. de Repentigny) and two Aldermen
(fecbevins) were chosen for Quebec.

In the matter alluded to, there was, Mr. V. observes, no as-

sassination. It waran unfortunate homicide arising out of a
sadden quarrel between Mr. Philibert and Mr. de Repentigny,
as explained by authentic documents of record, and still open
to the inspection of any one choosing to consult them. Mr. de

Repentigny having, it appears, on the 20th January, 1748, ob-
tained, as an officer of the army, a billet to be quartered upon
Mr. I'hilibert. The latter waited upon him at, the lodgings
where he then was, in the house of a lady of the name of La
Palme, to endeavour to prevail upon him to remain in his

lodgings with that lady, and to agree with her for the terms
en which she might be willing to accommodate him. Not
being able to come to terms with her, he was about leaving
the house, observing that he would take steps to cause the
billet to le changed. This being overheard by de Repentigny,
who it would seen was standing by, be addressed Philibert in

a tone to make him understand that he would not part with
the lodgings to which his billet entitled him, adding that he

(Philibert) was a "
nigaud' (simpleton) to ask for an alteina-

tion of it. This so exasperated Pbilibert, that after using
much violent language to de Repentigny, he struck him with
a walking stick he had in his hand, whereupon the latter in a

transport of rage drew his sword and ran Philibert through
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the body, of which he died the following day,
"
generously

forgiving," as the Parish Register a 'tests, Mr. de Repentigny,
the unfortunate act by which he had fallen. " The chien d'or"
bears the inscription 1736. It consequently can have no re-

ference to this affair which occurred twelve years afterwards.

Mr. de Repentigny, immediately after this unhappy occur-

rence, withdrew himself from Quebec, going overland, in the
winter season, byway of the portage, then known as that of
Trois Pistoles to VAcadie, now Nova Scotia. Whether he pro-
ceeded thence to France is not certain

; but, on an application
to the French King, setting forth the whole case, letters of

grace and pardon were granted him, with which he returned
the following year to Canada. These letters of grace and par-
don, be it observed, were not final. They were, before having
their intended effect, subject to enregistration (enter''nement)
in the colony, and the facts upon which they purported to be

granted were also to be proved, confirmed and enregistered
before the proper tribunal there. Then, and not till then they
were final. All this, it appears, was done with respect to Mr.
de Repentigny who, in consequence of it, was fully absolved,
AS Mr. Viger, by production of a copy of the letters of grace
and pardon alluded to, and extracts of the subsequent pro-
ceedings clearly shews.

This is sufficient to upset the whole tale as told by the

gentlemen I have mentioned. But Mr. Viger does not stop
here. Continuing his inquiries with characteristic acumen^
he proves by extracts from Parish registers, that the same Mr.
de Repentigny was, on the 30th January, 1753, married, at

Montreal, to Demoiselle Catherine A.rchange Payen de Noyan.
at which time he was 34 years of age, and a Captain of in-

fantry that his first child (Pierre) was baptised there, 14th
December, 1753 the second (Victoire Catherine) 21st

January, 1755, and finally that, so late as 18th

November, 1756, (eight years and ten months after Mr.
Philibert's decease,) his third child (a girl) died, at which
time he was still alive. Mr. Viger, by still further researches,
subsequent to the above, when he lost sight of Mr. Pierre de

Repectigny, again finds him honorably engaged in the battle
of the 28th April, 1760, on the plains of Abraham, where it is

said, by a general order, or some public notice of the action,
" the battalion of the City of Montreal, under Mr. de Repen-"
tigny, served with the same courage as the regular troops.

" The same praise is due to the greater part ofthe Canadians.'
He was also at the Fort of Jacques Cartier in May following,
but what afterwards became of him, Mr. Viger has not Leen
able to learn.
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Mr. Louis de Repentigny, a younger brother of this gentle-
man, went, it also appears, with the French army, after the

conquest, to France, whence he was sent as Governor- :n-Chief
to Senegal, on the coast of Africa where, after remaining some
time he returned to France, and died . t Paris, 9ih October,
1786, not of a violent death, but ofa long and lingering illness,

making his will the 4th of lhat month, before Mr. Lormant, a
Public Notary of that City. This gentleman was married at

Quebec, 20th April, 1751, to Demoiselle Chossegros de Lery,
by whom he bad an only son, Louis Gaspard, born at Quebe'c,
10th July, 1753, and who died at Point Petre Guadaloupe, 2nd
July, 1808.

Another account makes a duel take place in France (Paris)
between Mr. Pierre de Repentigny in 1756, aud an oi;ly son or'

Mr. Philibert, which son Mr. Viger shews, by the way, from the
Parish registers, of Quebec, to have been a daughter, Marie

Anne, the eldest of five children Philibert. This tale also, Mr.

Viger observes, is a mere fable a dramatic incident, as de-
void of truth as disgusting by its immorality, inasmuch as at

the moment when this supposed only son, that is to say, Marie
Anne, the eldest daughter of Air. J. Philibert, left the country
for France, in quest of the " a sas>in" of his father, that same
assassin was in Canada, persuaded that, as far as human laws
could go, he was absolved of homicide, and that no one compos
mentis could any longer call him to accc unt for this untoward

, incident of his life, inasmuch as : 1st, the victim had on his

deathbed "generous'y forgiven" him: 2nd, As the widow
Philibert had signified to justice under her hand, that she had
been paid the damages and civil interests allowed her by the

legal tribunals, and had no opposition to the (intenneinent)

pa.-sing and confirmation of the letters of grace and pardon by
the king : 3rd, As he had the letters of grace and pardon
granted him, duly enregi?tered and confirmed at law before

the proper tribunal at Quebec, after complying with all the

necess iry conditions stipulated in them according to the laws
of ih? realm.

In a letter dated at Montreal, llth July, 1842, to Mr. Viger,
from a Mr. Violet, of Pointe a Petre, Guadaloupe, the Attor-

ney General of the heirs de Repentigny, who WHS then on a

visit to this Province, on their business, it is stated :
" 1 af-

firm, in the name of the heirs de Repentigny, and you may
without fear affirm it in turn, that never to our knowledge has

a Repentigny died slain in duel, or otherwise, by a Philibert,
or any relation or descendant of the family."
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Mr. Viger rema.ks " after the pi oofs obta'ned of the exist-

ence of Mr. Pierre de Repentigny, and of his uninterrupted
presence either in Acadie or ia Canada from 1748 to 1756,"

(and thence to 1760, as subsequently 'ascertained.)
"

I may,
in effect assert, without offenct- to our bold romancers, that no
more than his brother Louis, did Mr. Pierre de Repentigny
fall in duel or otherwise, by any Pbilibert or descendent of

that family at Paris, more than at Pondichetry, and this, for

the sole and good reason, that during -11 this time he had been
at neither of these places."

Mr. Viger has, therefore completely demolished the whole
fabrick of those fanciful but false tales relating to the Chien

d'or," perfectly exposing their fallacy, and satisfactorily ex- '

plained the manner and cause of Mr. Philib^rt's death, not by
assassination, according to one account, at the instigation of

Mr. Begon, who had left the country long before, and to ano-

ther, of Mr. Bigot, who had not yet come to it both respecta-
ble names, and not likely in those chivalrous times to be in-

stigators ofsuch a crime, but by an unpremeditated homicide,

arising out of a sudden quarrel, between that gentleman and
Mr. Pierre de Repentigny, whose good name and fame, as well

as those of the Intendants Begon and Bigot, Mr. Viger has re-

scued from the opprobrium to which those idle tales had con-

signed them, and given to history, the true version of the

matter.
The inquiries of Mr. V. have not only vindicated the memo-

ries of those geqtlemen, but also afford us an interesting ex-

emplificat on o< the proceedi gs, pursuant to the king's let-

tersof grace and pardon, in the legal jurisdiction of the colony
to which, the cognisance of the matter belonged, and which,

presuming it may not be unacceptable to those who like to

look into the law proceedings of by-gone-times are here in-

serted.

[Before the Superior Council at Quebec.]

MONDAY, 29th September, 1749.

The Council assembled, in which wereMons, the Governor

General, Mons. the Intendant, Mons. Varin, Commissioner of

Marine at Montreal, de LaFontaine, Estebe, Gaultier, Perthuis,

Counsellor, Nouchet, the King's Attorney General, and the

Chief Greffier.

To-day, in the audience of the Council, the Letters of Grace

having been read, as obtained by Pierie Legardeur, Esquire,
Sieur Repentigny, Lieutenant of a Company of Troops of the

detachment of the Marine, kept up for the King's service in

this country, signed ""Louis," and countersigned
'

par le Roy*
1

Philippeau' and ' visa Daguesseau,' for remission to Pierre
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Le Gardeur de Repentigny, given at Versailles, in the month
of April last,nnd sealed with the great seal of green wax, with
folds of silk, who, uncbvered and on his knees, in its presence,
affirmed th it he had given anthority to obtain them thit they
contain truth, and that he wishes to avail himself of them
the Council has ordained, and orduins, that the said letters

and information be communicated to the King's Attorney
General, and copy given to the party civil, to furnish. means
of opposition within the delay of the Ordinance, and that the

said Sieur de Repentigny be heard and interrogated by M. Jac-

ques de la Fontaine,Counseller, whom the Council has named
Commissioner Reporter in the process upon the facts result-

ing from the said letters and information for the interrogatory
made, and" also communicated to the said Attorney General,
to be disposed of as to right it shall appertain.

' BIGOT.'
THURSDAY, 2nd October, 1 749.

An extraordinary meeting cf the Council being held, at

\vhich were Mons. the Goveinor General, Mons, the Intendant,
Mons. Lafontaine, Estebe, Gaultier, Perthuis, Briard Coun-
sellor, Nonchet Counsellor Assessor, and the Chief Greffier.

The Council having seen the letters of grace, pardon, and re-

mission obtained by Pierre LeGardeur, Esquire, Sieur de Re-

pentigny, Lieutenant of a Company of Troops of the Marine,
entertained in this country on His Majesty's service, the said

letters, dated in the month of April last, signed
"
Louis," and

upon the back "
by the King Phtllippeau,"and by the side there-

of " visa Daguesseau." and sealed with the great seal of green
wax, ribbonds of silk, red and green, by reason of the homi-
cide by him committed on the person of Nicholas Jacquin
Philibert, Merchant, of this city; information and other cri-

minal proceedings made at the instance of the Lieutenant

General, civil and criminal, of the Provoste of this said city,
at the request as well of the said Philibert in his life time, as

of Marie Anne Guerin, his widow, the substitute of the said

Attorney General of the King in the said Provosts' being join-
ed the docket (ecrouz) of self-imprisonment of the said Sienr

de Repentigny, in the prison of this city, on the 28th Septem-
ber last Arret of this Council, of the 29th of said month,
upon the presentation and lecture of the said letters in the

Council Chamber, sitting the Council, holding audience in

presence of the said Sieur de Repentigny, who, being uncover-
ed and on his knees, and after making oath to say the truth,

hath affirmed that he gave authority to obtain them that they
contain the truth, and that he wishes to avail himself of them,

by which arret the Council has ordained that the said letters

and information be communicated to the King's Attorney
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General of the country, and copies of the same be given to the

party civil, to furnish means of opposition in time fixed by the

Ordinance and that the said lierre de Repentigny shall be
heard and interrogated by M. Jacques Laf ntaine. Counsellor,
named by the Council Commissioner Reporter, upon the facts

resulting from the said letters and information, and to cause

to be ordained whatsoever therein may be fitting the inter-

rogatory to him put the same 29th of September by Mous. La-

fontaine, and his answers, confessions and denegations the

signification the same day, made on the petition of the said

Sit'ur de Repentigny to Dame Widow Philibert, as well of his

said ecroux of imprisonment, of the said letters of grace, and
of the arret, with orders to provide within the delay of the

Ordinance her means of opposition, if any she have against
them the certificate ofsignification, made the 30th of Septem-
ber, at the request of the said Widow Philibert to the said

Sieur de Repentigny, by the Bailiff Thibault, signed by her

and the said Bailiff, by which signification she declares she has
no grounds of opposition to offtr ag.dnst the enlerinement of

the said letters to her signified, she having been paid damages
and civil interests, which justice had granted her, leaving it

for the rest to justice, on the shewing of the said letters, not-

withstanding the delay accorded her-conclusions of the King's

Attorney General on the first of the month and heard and

interrogated the said Sieur de Repentigny on the case imposed
on him in the said letters of the following tenor :

"
Louis, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navarre,

to all present and to come, Greeting: We have received the

humble supplication of the Sieur de Repentigny, Lieutenant
of the Troops, kept up in our service in Canada, making pro-
fession of the catholic apostolic and Roman religion, setting
forth that, having bad a billet, the 20th January, 1748. for his

lodging in his aforesaid quality, at the residence of Nicolas

Jacquin Philibert, merchaiit, in Quebec, the latter came to the

lodging of a woman by the name of La Palme, with whom the

petitioner then lodged, to induce her to continue to lodge him,
but that not agreeing on the terms with this person, the said

Philibert observed, that he would get the billet changed ;

that the petitioner,whoat that moment accidentally was with-
in hearing, addressed himself to Philibert, and in a tone to give
him to understand that he would not be deprived of the lodging
he (Philibert) was bound to give him, adding, that he was a

nigaud [simpleton) to endeavour to procure the change he

intended; that Philibert, instead of taking this as an advice by
which the petitioner intended to calm the uneasiness the billet

gave him, allowed himself to be carried away by his temper,
naturally violent, and not satisfied with using to the petitioner
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the most opprobrious and atrocious abuse, struck him with a

cudgel; thut the petitioner, finding himself so struck, in the

first movement, of which he was not the mas:er, drew his

swoid,anLl made a thrust at Philibert, who died of it shortly
after, to the great regret of the petitioner; that, although
this misfortune occurred without any premeditated design,
and at a moment when the petitioner had no lo ger the li-

berty of remaining without defence, the Judges at Quebec had
raised a procedure, by reason whereof he thought he ought to
be absent, and could not presume to present himself without

previously obtaining our letteis of grace, pardon and remis-

sion, which he humbly has prayed us to grant him. For these
causes willing to prefer mercy to the rigour of the laws, by
the advice of our Council, and of our special grace,full power
and ro.yal authority, we have to the said iSieur de Repentigny
released, remitted and pardoned, and by these present8,signed
by our hand, do release, remit and p-rdon the fact and case,
such as it is, herein above exposed, with all the pains,
fines, and corporal liabilities, civil and criminal, which, by
reason thereof he may have incurred towards us and justice,
and extinguish all decrees, defaults, contumacies, sentences,
judgments and arrets that may have taken place against the

petitioner. We place and restore him to his good fame, and
name, and to his property not otherwise confiscated, satisfac-
tion made to the party civil, if due and not done. Imposed
we also silence perpetual as to this upon our Attorney Gen-
eral, his substitutes present and to come, and upon all others.
Wherefore command we our loving and faithful subjects hold-

ing our Superior Council at Quebec.in the jurisdiction where-
of tbe tact herein above mentioned occurred, that they cause
these our present letters of grace, pardon and remission to
be eiiterinees, and of the contents thereof to cause the peti-
tioner to enjoy fully, peaceably and perpetually, di continu-

ing, and causing to cease, all troubles and opposition to the

contrary, on the charge that he do present himself for the
enterinement of the present within six months, on pain of

nullity thereof. For such is our pleasure, and to the end that
it be a matter firm and stable for ever, we have annexed our
seal hereunto. Given at Versailles, in the monih of April,

year of grace 1749, aod of our reign the thirty-fourth. Sign-
ed,

'

Louis,' and on the fold, par le Roy, Philippeau, visa Da-
guesseau.
Heard the report'of Mons. Jacques Lafontaine, Counsellor,

and the whole being considered, the Council has enterine the

said letters of remission for the enjoyment thereof, to the ef-

fect and contents thereof, by the said Sieur de Repentigny^
according to their form and tenor,

"DELAFONTAINE." BIGOT."
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Mr. Viger, in concluding, remarks on the above. " Here
" we finally have obta ned perfect, knowledge of the following
'" facts

;

''
1st. That the bas relief du chien d'or was not

"
placed, as in our day we see it stated, in consequence of a

4t
difference between M. Fhilibert and M. Begon or M. Bigot.
" 2nd. That Messieurs Begon and Bigot having had no

' cause of offence at it, or to dream of vengeance in conse-
"
quence,cannot have connived in any manner at the '

assassi-
"

nation, of M. Philibert.

"3rd. That the homicide took place .in If48, and not in
" 1736 that is to say, at a date when neither M. Begoa nor
" M. Bigot was in Canada.
"4th. ThatM. Philibert was, in fact, slain by a M. Pierre

"*'

Legardeur de Repentigny, an Officer of the Troops in the

Colony." 5th. That this M. de Repentigny did not slay M. Philibert
"
in assassin, and to avenge a pretended insult made to a third

"
person, but involuntarily caused his death in a personal

"
quarrel with him,in which he himself was first insulted and

" struck by Mr. P.
" 6th. That M. de Repentigny, by petition to the King, ob-

" tained in April, If49, letters of grace, pardon and remission

"under the three conditions : 1st, of the truth of the alle-
"

gations of his petition to the King ; 2nd, of indemnifying, at
" civil law, the heirs of the deceased, if the case required it

;

" 3rd, of making the letters of grace available (i. e. e^lerine-
"
ment) within six months after date.
" fth. That having satisfied these conditions,as app jars by

" the j ud cial proceedings noticed, those letters were coufirm-
fe ed by enterinement,' at Quebec, 2nd October, if49, by the
"
Superior Council, in consequence whereof M. de Repentigny

1 was from that day held to be acquitted of the death of M.
'

Philibert, and could not thereafter in reason be subjected to
' answer for the accident towards any member of the family
' Philibert.
" 8th. That with respect to the pretended duel between him

' and the brother of M. Philibert, in one of the streets of Pon-
'

dicherry, shortly after the homicide, it is a fact disproved," inasmuch ait is seen that M. de Repentigny appeared in
"
person before the Superior Council at Quebec, 29th Septem-

ber If49, with the letters of grace in his hand, not com-
"

plaining," observes facetiously Mr. Viger,
'' that he had

bean killed in a duel by M. Philibert's brother during his ab-
' snce from Quebec, but demanding the enterinemeat of his
" letters."

The cause that may have induced the builder of the house
to place above his door the bas relief, and the inscription re-

.mains an enigma. Quebec, December, 1852





CHAPTER XXXVilL
Late Spring The Commissioners Proceeding of Constitu-

tional Association of Quebec Meeting of delegates at Mon-
treal Sir John Colborne at Montreal, on his way to Eng-
land, via New York Receives despatches at New York,and
returns to Montraal to take the command of the forces

Lord Gosford convokes the Legislature Proceedings there-

in Prorogation Report of the Executive Committee of the

Quebec Constitutional Association Sir C. Grey and Sir

George Gipps depart for England Resolutions of the House
of Commons on Canadian affairs Great meeting at St.

Denis Proclamation by Lord Gosford Great loyal meet-

ings at Montreal and Quebec News of the King's demise
Queen Victoria proclaimed Great agitation and sedi-

tious doings throughout the Province Proceedings in the

Imperial Parliament Provincial Parliament again convok-

edProceedings ProrogationDemonstration from Glen-

gary in Urper Canada Address from Constitutional Asso-
ciation of Montreal relating to an union of the Canadas
Fils de la liberte Montreal rifle corps again Great Con-
stitutional meeting at Montreal " Mandement" by the

Roman Catholic Bishop of Montreal Death of the Right
Rev. C. J. Stewart, Lord Bishop of Quebec Quebec and
Montreal distitute of police.

The spring and opening of the navigation of the St.

Lawrence, in 1836, were among the most backward on

record, the ice pont at Quebec, which this time had
formed itself in an unusually rough manner, being con-

stituted of broken and jammed masses thrown up into

hillocks, not breaking up until the 8th May.* An ex-

traordinary quantity of snow had fallen in Lower Can-

ada, and throughout the neighbouring States of Maine,
Vermont, Massachusetts and New York.

The Commissioners, Sir Charles Grey and Sir George
Gipps, who had attended the Earl of Gosford from Eng-
land, were, during the late winter, attentively engaged
in the investigation of the serious matters to which their

* In 1764 the river St. Lawrence was frozen over with
smooth ice, and only went away on the 9th May^ The same

year the Thames was frozen. Quebec GTzette, llth May, 183&
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enquiries were directed by the minister. Easy of access

to all persons desirous of their acquaintance, freely mingl-

ing with the politicians of both parties, bearing their re

monstrances, and receiving information from all who
were disposed to communicate it, but cautious of impart-

ing their own views to any, they were in fact popular
with the country, though overlooked and slighted by
the Assembly. Much was expected of them, but it

could not be supposed that their opinions would be-

come known until officially reported to the govern-

ment, and their discretion in this respect was uni-

versally acknowledged, not the slightest hint having
transpired through any one of them, or their attaches,

significant of the views they entertained of the vari-

ous matters committed to their enquiry, until their

Reports were laid before the Imperial Parliament.

The Secretary to the Commission, Mr. T. Fred.

Elliot, had been an official in the Colonial Office, and

by that means had become well acquainted with the

affairs of the Province. He was, besides, generally

acknowledged to be a man of business and talents, as

well as tact, and on the whole very proper for the duties

he had to perform under the Commissioners.

The Executive Committee of the Constitutional

Association at Quebec, recommended by a resolution,

(of which public notice, early in May, was given in.

the newspapers,) the formation of a Select General

Committee of the petitioners who had lately addressed

His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, to meet
at Montreal, on the 23rd June, and that for this pur-
pose they should, on the 23rd of May, elect at the

several places mentioned in the notice delegates to be

present at the convention. Delegates were consequently
named from various parts of the Province, who accord-

ingly met at Montreal.

The following resolutions were adopted, but it

does not appear that they were practically followed

up:
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" That an ageut or agents be now appointed, and
do proceed to England, to forward the views of this

Select General Committee.
" That the said agent or agents be instructed to

present and support a petition to His Majesty, praying
the recall of His Excellency the Earl of Gosford,
from the government of this Province

;
and that he,

or they, be further instructed to urge on the atten-

tion of His Majesty, and the two Houses of the Im-

perial Parliament, the petitions presented in the year

1835, by the British and Irish inhabitants of this Pro-

vince, praying for justice.
" That the Chairman and twelve members of the

Select General Committee, be now named a Com-
mittee to prepare instructions for the guidance of

such agent or agents in strict accordance with the

Reports of the several sub-Committees received and

adopted on the 27th June instant, and with such

resolutions as have been, or may be, passed by this Se-

lect General Committee
;
and that the said Committee

do also form a Committee of Correspondence with the

said agent or agents.
" That this Committee do adjourn to the call of the

Chairman and ten members, and that twenty days
notice, at least, be given of the time and place of

meeting.
1 '

It is to be observed, however, that the above reso-

lutions were not generally approved, even by the

Constitutionalists, particularly those in Quebec, and
for this reason, it is believed, they were allowed to

lapse.
fcir John Colborne Saving been, at his own re-

quest, owing to a disagreement with the Colonial

Minister, Baron Glcnolg, on public matters in Upper
Canada, relieved of the government of that Province

by Sir Francis Bond Head, reached Montreal on the

1st of February, on his way to England via New
York. His 'progress from Toronto to that city had
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been one splendid procession throughout, the inha-

bitants along the whole route turning out to receive
the ex-Governor, and accompanying him in vast

multitudes, in carriages and on horseback, from vil-

Irge to village. At Montreal he was received with
the warmest acclamations by the British population.
He remained uniil the 16th May, when he proceeded
with his family to New York, intending to embark
for England. At this city he met despatches from
the Colonial Minister, and from Lord Hill, Com-

manding in Chief, appointing him Commander in

Chief of the Forces of the two Provinces, with the

local rank of Lieutenant General, tsir John Col-

borne, after visiting Washington and several other

parts in the United States, accordingly returned to

Montreal, notifying by a general order of the 1st

July, 1836, his assumption of the command of the

forces in the Canadas. His return was universally
hailed by the loyal in both Provinces, and lucky for

them was it that he did return.

The Earl of Gosford summoned the Provincial Par-

liament again to meet on the 22nd of September for the

despatch of business, and which be opened with the

speech following :

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council.
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly.

" The events whch marked the close of the last

Session of the Provincial Parliament have occasioned

your being convened at this unusual season of the

year.
" The Address on the state of the Province then

voted to His Majesty by the House of Assembly,

having been laid at the Foot of the Throne, I feel it

my duty to avail myself of the earliest opportunity
of communicating the answer which His Majesty has

been graciously pleased to return thereto. I shall

therefore transmit a copy of it,
in the usual way, t
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the House of Assembly ;
and shall, at the same time,

in obedience to the King's express commands, place

before both Houses, the instructions under which I

assumed the Government of this Province, as well as

those addressed to myself and my colleagues in the

Royal Mission.

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly.
" In compliance with the injunctions of His

Majesty, I have again to recommend to your atten-

tion the estimates for the current year, and also the

accounts showing the arrears due in respect of the

Civil Government, which were laid before you
during the last Session. The King has observed

that you were induced, in that Session, to grant the

supplies only for six months, and to prefer the

complaints contained in your Address, apparently
in consequence of the publication of a few detached

passages from the instructions to which I have allud-

ed, and of inferences drawn from them, which a

knowledge of their entire contents must be expected
to remove. His Majesty thinks it therefore but just,
that you should not be held to be committed to a

course adopted under a misconception, but should

have an opportunity of reconsidering your conclu-

sions with the full information as to the views and
intensions of His Majesty's Government, which you
will derive from the perusal of the whole of the docu-

ments to be laid before you; and he trusts that,

upon your becoming acquainted with their general
tenor and spirit, you will accede to the application
which I made to you at the commencement of the last

Session, and which I am commanded now to renew, for

payment of the arrears due on account of the public
service, and for the funds necessary to carry on the Ci-

vil Government of the Province.
" That the business of the Government cannot be

carried on successfully whilst the salaries of the public
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servants remain unpaid, is too obvions. I hope to leave

room for a suspicion on the mind of any one that, in

making this renewed demand for the liquidation of these

just claims, either His Majesty's Ministers in England,
or I, who bear his delegated authority in this Province,
can have any object in view, separate from the public

good.

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" As this meeting of the Legislature has been con-

vened for the purposes I have already mentioned, and
as a prolonged absence from your homes at this parti-
cular season of the year, may be attended with incon-

venience to you, it is not my present intention to re-

commend any other matters to your consideration. I

cannot, however, refrain from congratulating you on the

summer having passed away without any signs of epi-
demical disease, for which we ought to feel deeply

thankful, not from publicly expressing my gratification
at the reception I every where met with, in my recent

visits to different parts of the Province.
" It is to me matter of the highest satisfaction to

know, that the exposition which I made to you at

our first meeting of the views and policy of His

Majesty's Ministers towards this country, and of the

principles which should guide me in the administra-

tion of its affairs, is fully borne out in the documents

which I shall lay before you, and has met with the

approbation of my Sovereign. From the day I

entered on my arduous duties, I have to the very
utmost of my ability acted up to the principles I

professed ;
nor have I ever ceased to remember, that

the two first objects of my Government were the

removal of abuses and the reconcilement of opposing

parties. By caution, by forbearance, and by the

exercise of what I believe to be a liberal policy, I
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have sought to promote the welfare of the Country,
and to gain your confidence. If I succeed in this

latter object I shall rejoice at it, principally because

it will afford me the means of doing the greater good;
and if I fail of success I shall always be consoled by
the consciousness of having labored earnestly to deserve

it."

The Assembly immediately after receiving his

Excellency's Speech, resolved that it would, on

Monday next, (27th instant) go into Committee of

the Whole, to take into consideration the state of the

Province.

The following Address in answer to the speech was

agreed upon by the Assembly, and presented to his Ex-

cellency :

"
May it please Your Excellency :

""We, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects,
the Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Par-

liament assembled, humbly thank Your Excellency
for the Speech delivered from the Throne at the

opening of the present Session. We in like manner

express our thanks for the promptitude with which
His Majesty's Government has, as Your Excellency
has been pleased to inform us, in compliance with
the desiue expressed by us in the last Session, sent

so early an answer to the Address then voted by us,
after mature deliberation, upon the State of the

Province. We beg Your Excellency to be assured

that that Address contained the faithful and sincere

expression of our wishes, opinions, and wants
;

at

the same time, that it was calculated to remove

every doubt respecting the spirit of liberality in

whjch this House would receive the necessary reforms

in the institutions and administrations of the Govern-
ment of this Province, so long prayed for by this

branch of the Legislature, and by the body of the

people. We therefore trust that the answer will be
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explicit and satisfactory, and tend speedily to remove
the obstacles which have hitherto prevented the correc-

tion of abuses, the redress of grievances, and the pros-

perity of the Province.
" With this hope, whatever inconvenience we

may suffer from the particular season of the year in

which the Legislature has been assembled, any per-
sonal sacrifice will be deemed of little moment

;
and

we beg to assure Your Excellency that, on every
occasion in which we are called upon to exercise

the powers entrusted to us, we shall consider it one

of the highest and most imperative of our duties to

devote our attention to the removal of the evils

under which the people of this Province have labour-

ed and still continue to labour, and to protect them
from the effects of a system which has corrupted the

Provincial Government, and which has even driven

the highest authorities in the Empire to acts and mea-

sures injurious to the liberties of His Majesty's faithful

Canadian subjects.'
" We have not deemed it necessary to enter in

detail upon the consideration of the various subjects
adverted to by your Excellency, until such time as,

according to promise, Your Excellency shall have

more fully communicated to us the reasons which
have caused the convocation of the Provincial Par-

liament. Your Excellency, in limiting the subjects
to which you have called our attention under the

present circumstances, has, no doubt, been actuated

not only by the motives expressed by your Excel-

lency, but, moreover, by the consideration that

although this House has, during the great length of

the last Session, zealously laboured for the welfare

of the Province, and. with that view adopted many
measures which we deemed to be in accordance with

the intention of His Majesty's Government. Our
labours have been rendered abortive, in consequence
of the systematic rejection .by the Legislative Coun.
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xul of all the projects of law calculated to remedy
the past, to protect the people for the future, to

enlighten them and advance their moral welfare, to

improve their social and physical condition, and to

entrust them with those powers and influence in the

Constitution, the administration of laws, and the

management of their local affairs, to which they are en-

titled, and which are guaranteed to them by the very

principles of Government.
" The circumstance of that body having continued

unchanged, must necessarily preclude the idea that

His Majesty intended to harrass the country by the

repetition, during the present Session, of scenes so

discreditable to the vicious Constitution, which it is,

notwithstanding, attempted to uphold. Your Excel-

lency, as well as the authorities of the Mother Coun-

try, must now be convinced, that the best intentions

of the head of the Provincial Government, and par-
tial reforms in the details of the administration,
must constantly prove abortive when opposed to a

system convulsed by elements essentially adverse,
and in which we behold on the one hand, the peo-

ple in conjunction with this House, demanding the

unrestrained exercise of the powers and rights of

British subjects, with a Government established

upon a just basis applicable to the condition of the

Province, together with the maintenance of guar-
anteed and endeared institutions; and on the other

hand a branch over which the Country has no con-

trol, which has invariably shewn itself hostile to its

institutions and its inhabitants, and which has not

ceased to excite and to foster attempts at disorgan-

ization, oppression, divisions and hatreds, political

ascendancy and exclusive rights for one portion of
the people, and degradation for the mass of Cana-
dians of every origin, the most attached to the

permanent interests of the Country, and the best

adapted to strengthen the Government. It is
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between these twe irreconcileable systems that we
trust His Majesty's Government hare come to a

determination, in accordance with our humble

prayers. If our hopes be realized, we feel certain that

the rules which Your Excellency declares to have guid-
ed you in the discharge of your arduous duties, caution,

forbearance, and the exercise of a liberal policy, cannot
fail of success.

" We are convinced of the sincerity of Your

Excellency when you declare that you will rejoice
in having sought to promote the welfare of the coun-

try and to gain its confidence, and that one of the

first objects which Your Excellency has endeavoured
not to lose sight of, has been the removal of abuses.

We entreat Your Excellency to fulfil, as far as it lies

in Your Excellency's power, the arduous task which
has been assigned to you, and above all we beseech

Your Excellency, in pursuance of the attachment

which Your Excellency declares that you feel

towards Canada, to be pleased not to rest satisfied

with partial and ineffectual reforms, but to ascend

to the source of the evils under which we suffer,

and to become the lasting Benefactor of the Country
by helping to secure to the people and to this

House the exercise of all their rights, to procure the

repeal of such Legislative enactments as have

encroached thereon, and the removal of the abuses

which have fettered the exercise thereof, and to

introduce in our institutions, particularly in the

Constitution of the Legislative Council, those changes

confidently demanded by this House and by the

people, in such a manner as to fix the Provincial

Government upon a firm and liberal basis, and thereby
to afford us a pledge of future prosperity, and, con-

formably to our expressed conviction, many years of

security, peace and happiness."
To this Address, delivered on the 27th of September,

His Excellency replied :
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care that, in pursuance of the promise made in my
Speech from the Throne, no time shall be lost in

laying before you the answer of our most Gracious

Sovereign, to your Address of last Session, on the

state of the Province. I shall at the same time cause

to be communicated, the other documents which His

Majesty has commanded to be presented to you."
On the same day, immediately after making the

above reply, His Excellency sent down the following

message :

" In pursuance of the intention expressed in his

Speech, at the opening of the present Session, the

Governor in Chief transmits to the House of As-

sembly a copy of the answer which the King has

been graciously pleased to return to the Address on
the state of the Province, voted to His Majesty by
the Assembly during their last Session

; together
with a copy of the Instructions under which the

Governor in Chief assumed the Government of this

Province, and of those addressed to himself and his

colleagues, in the Royal Commission.
" DOWNING STREET,

"IthJune, 1836.

" MY LORD, His Majesty having had under his

consideration the Address of the House of General

Assembly of Lower Canada, our the state of public
affairs in that Province, has commanded me to con-

vey to the House, through Your Lordship, the fol-

lowing answer :

' The King contemplates with deep regret the ill

success of His Majesty's efforts to remove from the

minds of the Representatives of the people of Lower

Canada, those distrusts and jealousies with which

they appear unfortunately to have been affected.

Conscious, however, that His measures have been

dictated by an earnest solicitude for the welfare of alj
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classes of His Canadian Subjects, unmixed with any
motive of a less just and libcr.il character, His

Majesty awaits with tranquillity the result of this

long and painful discussion, assured that when the

misconceptions of the moment shall have passed

away, His labours for the prosperity of Lower Canada,
will be repaid by the confidence of the inhabitants

of that Province, of whatever class or national origin.
His Majesty is sustained and encouraged in these

hopes by observing that, the House of Assembly were
led to grant the supplies only for six months, and to

prefer their present complaints), apparently in conse-

quence of the publication of some detached passages
from my Despatch of the 17th of last July, on which,

passages the House have founded the remark " that

the researches authorized by His Majesty for the

purpose of ascertaining the means of doing justice
to His Canadian Subjects, were on several of the

most essential points, limited by pre-conceived

opinions and anticipated decisions.
" This supposition, even if it had received any

countenance from the isolated extracts from my
instructions to you and your colleagues in the Canada

Commission, which were brought under the notice

of the House of Assembly, would have been entirely
removed if the House had been in possession of the

whole of those instructions. They would have found
not only that the general tenor of those Instructions

favored an entire freedom of enquiry and judgment
by the Commissioners, but that the most unequivo-
cal language had been studiously employed for the

express purpose of counteracting the opposite opinion.
I know not how it would have been possible to have

expressed His Majesty's gracious intentions in terms

stronger or more unambiguous. In my Despatch of

the 17th July last, I stated that,
"
although your duty

as Commissioners would be exclusively to enquire,
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of that duty you were placed under no restrictions

excepting such as the necessity of the case, or your own

judgments might prescribe.'
" I concluded my instructions by disclaiming

* the

remotest intention of fettering your discretion, or of

restricting in any degree the exercise of your own

judgments, either as to the subjects of enquiry, or

the opinions at which you may arrive.' I observed

that in the course of your investigation new topics
would occur to you, and new views of topics already
familiar would present themselves. ' You will not'

I added,
' on any occasion, or for any reason, shrink

from the explicit declaration of your sentiments. You
will not decline any enquiry, the prosecution of which

may promise benefit to the Colony or to the Mother

Country.'
" If the whole of my despatch of the 17th July had

been before the House of Assembly, they would
have found in these and in other passages, a suffi-

cient disproof of the supposition that your enquiry
was limited by any pre-conceived opinions or anticipat-
ed decisions.

" It is indeed true that, in approaching this sub-

ject, I recorded reasons which strongly enforce the

closest possible adherence to the existing Constitu-

tion of Provincial Government. In every part of His

extensive dominions, it has been the constant object
of His Majesty to correct real abuses, and to intro-

duce such improvements as the existing state of

society, and the deliberate voice of public opinion
have appeared to demand. But to reconcile neces-

sary changes with the .stability of political and social

institutions has been no less an object with His

Majesty. At once to reform in the spirit of the Con-

stitution, and to oppose changes conceived in a con-

trary spirit, is a duty which the King will never shrink

from avowing his intention to fulfil.

" In conformity with this rule you were directed
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to
'

apply yourselves to the investigation of this part
of the general subject, endeavouring to ascertain

how far the Legislative Council has really answered
the original objects of its institution, and consider-

ing of what amendments it may he susceptahle.'
You were also informed that when your

'

Report should

have been received, His Majesty would take into

his most serious consideration the questions whether
there are any amendments in the law on this sub-

ject, which it would be fit to propose for the consi-

deration of the Imperial Legislature, and which,

being founded on the principles and conceived in

the spirit of the Act of 1791, may he calculated to

render the practical operation of that statute more
conformable to the wishes and intentions of its

framers.'
" If it be enquired what definite meaning is to le

attached to the terms which I have thus employed, I

answer that the principle of the Constitution of 1791

is, that there shall be two distinct and independent
Houses of Legislature. Adhering to this general

principle, it remains for your lordship and your col-

leagues, acting on the instructions addressed to you
as Commis ioners, to enquire how the most effectual

means can be taken for securing such a Legislative
Council as shall enjoy at once a due share of public

confidence, and a full exercise of an enlightened and

independent judgment on all matters submitted for its

consideration.
" The fears of some and the hopes of others, have

placed a more narrow construction on the extracts

of my Despatch of the 17th" July. In disavowing
that meaning I make no concession, but simply
adhere to the views which I was honored by his Ma-

jesty's commands, to express before. Such as the

intensions of His Majesy's confidential advisers were

on this subject in July last, such they still continue.
" The Address further advances a complaint con-
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nected with the Executive Government of Lower

Canada, a complaint which does not find a place
either in the 92 resolutions of 1834- or in any of the

earlier Addresses or votes of the House of Assembly.
The house now, however, state the necessity of estab-

lishing in the Province what is termed " a responsible
and popular government."

"
Understanding these expressions in their obvi-

ous sense, His Majesty is happy to declare that they
do not advance beyond the principles by which it is

His pleasure and command that the Executive Gov-

ernment of Lower Canada should be administered.

It is His Majesty's desire and injunction that full and

early explanations should be afforded to the Repre-
sentatives of the people, of all important measures

adopted by the government; that the Assembly
should enjoy the most ample opportunity of explain-

ing both to the King, himself, and to His Majesty's

Representative, in the Province, their opinions and
their wishes respecting every such measure

;
that the

imputed misconduct of any public officer, with

the exception of His Majesty's Representative,
the Governor, who must be responsible directly
to the King and the Imperial Parliament, should

be closely and impartially investigated, that means
should be devised for bringing to trial and punish-
ment within the Province, itself, every such officer

to whose charge any malversation in office may
be laid

;
and that effectual security should be

taken for the zealous cc operation of all subordinate

officers in every measure advised by the Legislature and

sanctioned by the King for the general welfare of His

Majesty's subjects.
" The Address of the Assembly calls upon His

Majesty to recommend to Parliament the repeal of

the British statute respecting the tenures of land in

Lower Canada. If the House had been in posses-
sion of my Despatch of the 17th July, they would
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probably have waived this application. They would
have been aware that the reluctance of the King, to

recommend to Parliament any measure which could

be plausibly represented as an unnecessary interference

with the internal aff.iirs of the Province, is the single
obstacle to the introduction of a Bill on that subject.

' The Address proceeds to demand the repeal of

the Act and the revocation of the Charter under which
the British North American Land Company is incor-

porated, and the resumption of the lands which have

been sold to them. I shall not, I trust, be thought

forgetful of what is due to the privileges and dignity of

the House, if I do not shrink from the avowal of any
opinion deliberately entertained by the Ministers of

the Crown, though it be not in accordance with the

sentiments of the Representatives of the Canadian

people; I must, therefore, state that His Majesty's
Government cannot proceed to the consideration of

the questions raised by the Assembly respecting the

British North American Land Company, unless it

can first be established in due course of law that the

claim of the Company to their corporate character

and to their lands is invalid. No considerations how-

ever urgent, of temporary or apparent expediency,
not even the desire to conciliate the good will of the

Assembly of Lower Canada than which no motive

can be of greater weight, could reconcile His

Majesty to a meusure, the principle of which would

endanger the foundation of all proprietary titles, and all

social rights.
" The remaining topics embraced in the Address

require, on the present occasion, no very lengthened
notice, because when attentively considered, that

document does not appear to advance any principle

respecting them essentially different from those which
are admitted or maintained in my Despatch of the 17th

of July.
"
Respecting Judical independence, the Assembly
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frankly admit the entire coincidence between the

opinions of His Majesty's Ministers and their own.
' With regard to the settlement and management

of the uncleared lands, and to all questions of

finance, I trust I am not mistaken in supposing that

no essential difference in principle exists between

the sentiments contained in the Address, and those ex-

pressed in my despatch of the 17th July.
"And now, referring to the preceding remarks,

I conceive myself entitled te state, that there did

not exist during the last Session any real or substan-

tial difference of opinion between the Ministers of

the Crown and the House of Assembly, on any ques-
tion regarding which His Majesty's Government felt

at liberty to take any immediate proceedings. No
single complaint had been alleged which had not

been either promptly removed, or made the subject
of impartial enquiry. No mal-administration of the

affairs of the Province was imputed to your Lordship.
Without any actual controversy with the Executive

Government, the House, however, declined a compli-
ance with the proposition to provide for the arrears and
for the supplies pending the enquiry. His Majesty does

not deny that this is a power which the law has entrust-

ed to the representatives of the people. But he cannot

admit that, on the present occasion, the recourse to the

exercise of that power can be attributed to any indie-

position on the part of His Majesty to accord the fullest

measure of justice to His Canadian subjects. On a re-

view of all the circumstances of the case, His Majesty's
Government are led to the conclusion, that the course

pursued by the House is to be ascribed to the misappre-
hension of the tenor of your Lordship's instructions,
induced by the publication of a few detached passages
from them. Your Lordship will, therefore, communi-
cate to the House a complete copy of those instructions,
and will renew your application for the arrears now
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due to the public officers, and for the funds necessary to

carry on His Majesty's service.

" I have the honor to he, my Lord,
" Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,)
" GLENELG."

The message and documents accompanying it were

referred to the Committee of the whole House on the

state of the Province, which was to sit on that day.
The Assembly, after deliberating in Committee during
several sittings, finally reported on the 30th September,
an Address to His Excellency, which was adopted on a

division of 58 to 6,* and presented on the 3rd October,
to His Excellency, in the following terms :

"We, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects,
the Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parlia-

ment assembled, respectfully approach Your Excel-

lency for the purpose of further replying to certain

parts of the Speech which it pleased Your Excel-

lency to deliver at the opening of the present Ses-

sion
;

also to a Despatch from His Majesty's Principal

Secretary of State for the Colonies,dated Downing-street,
7th June, 1836, which, with various documents, you
were pleased to cause to be laid, according to promise,
before us.

"
Keferring to our Address to His Majesty on the

State -of the Province, dated 26th February, 1836,

* YEAS. Messieurs Amiot, Bardy Barnard, Berthelot Bert-

rand, Besserer, Blanchard, Blanchet, Bouffard, Boutiiler, Ca-
reau, Cherrier, Cole, Courteau, Deligay, Desaunier, De Ton-
nancour, DeWitt, Jacques Dorion, P. A. Dorion, C. Drolet,
J. T Drolet, Dubord, Fortin, Fraser, Girouard,Godbout,Gran-
nis, He"bert, Hotchkiss, Huot, Jobin, Kimber, Knight, Lacoste,

Lafontaino, Lajoie, Larue, Lefrancois, Le'tournean, Marquis,
Meilleur, Me"thot, Morin, Mousseau, O'Callaghan, Perrault,
Proulx, Raymond, Rocbrun* dit Laroque, Scott, Simon/Tache",
AntoineCharles Taschereau,Joseph Andre" Taschereau,Toomy
Trudel and Vigor. 58.

NAYS. Messieurs Blackburn, Clapham, Power, Stuart,
Wells and Wood. 6.
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we assure Your Excellency, as we have already done
t>n a recent occasion, that it contained the faithful

expression of the views, opinions and wants of this

House, as well "as of the people whom it represents.
We have not as yet been able to discover any mis-

conceptions, or any misunderstanding on our part,
of a nature to change the views which we then
entertained on the divers subjects treated therein,
or to suggest other means for their accomplishment.
We still believe it to be our duty, as well as for the

advantage of the people, to persist in the same

demands, in the same declarations, and particularly
in the demand of an elective Legislative Council.

Our opinion on the position of the country at the

present epoch, as expressed in our answer to Your

Excellency, dated the twenty-fourth of this month,
will shew how ill justified we should have been- in

departing therefrom. We trust that His Majesty-'s
Government will not, after mature deliberation,
entertain any doubt as to the correctness of our
statements and assertions, particularly of the neces-

sity of changing, conformably to the prayers of this

House and of the people, a branch of the Legisla-
ture which has, with narrow and self-interested

views, and moved by party spirit, interposed iteelf

of late more than ever between the Country and

Metropolitan State, and destroyed all our attempts
to aid in the reparation of abuses, and by causing
the result of our labours to reach the foot of the

Throne, to enable His Majesty's Government to con-

firm us in the belief of the sincerity of its intentions
and promises. We respectfully submit, that although
the evils and grievances which oppress the country
have not been caused by us, we have spared no

pains to terminate the same: those efforts have all

failed in that branch, and we are firmly convinced
that all measures of a just and liberal nature will

hereafter constantly fail therein. The remedy is
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within the reach of His Majesty's Government. We
shall see it applied with the most lively satisfaction,
and however sincere may be His Majesty's desire to

witness the entire removal of the grievances of the

country, we can furnish in proof of a desire equally
sincere on our part, the manner in which we pro-

mised, in our Address above mentioned, to welcome
the reforms which we still expect, and the spirit of

liberality and concession which accompanied that

expression of our hopes.
" There is, in the more recent dispositions of the

Government, in reference to the full and unrestrained

exercise of the rights of this Legislature, a point
which bears essentially on the character of the pre-
sent Legislative Council, which we pray II is Majesty
not to lose sight of; that is, that although in principle,
His Majesty's intention of leaving to the Provincial

Legislature the repeal of certain injurious laws, and

the adoption of new provisions favorable to the insti-

tutions and to the liberties of this Province, in what-

ever concerns its particular interests, be constitutional

in its nature, and a wise acknowledgment even of

the principle of our position, the effect thereof has

been, and will be practically impossible, in consequence
of the anomaly which the* existence of the said Legis-
lative Council has created in the Legislature of this

Province. And we express our constant and un-

alterable conviction, guided by the principles of the

Constitution itself and a long and sorrowful experi-

ence, that this state of violent opposition cannot be

changed until the principle of popular election shall

be introduced into the constitution of the said Coun-

cil, so as to have a second distinct branch, agreeably
to what the existing state of society and the deliberate

voice of public opinion require, and which shall enjoy
at once a due share of public confidence and a full

exercise of an enlightened and independent judgment ;

a result so much to be desired, that, in the said Des-
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patch, the Ministers of the Crown have found therein

one of the essential principles of the Act of 1791.

We therefore dare to flatter ourselves that the pre-
tensions and errors of the past will be forgotten, and
that this great question will be considered in its full

extent, in its connection as well with the principles
as with the practice of the Constitution, and not as

regards peculiar reluctances or preconceived opinions

respecting which it has pleased His Majesty, in the

said Despatch, to remove our fears concerning the

future.
" What we have stated above relative to the opera-

tion in the Province itself of a Legislature free to

watch over its own interests, induces us to hope that,
until there be an essential change in the Legislative

Council, His Majesty, whilst desirous of adhering to

his benevolent inclination of abstaining from every
act which could be represented as an unnecessary
intervention in the internal affairs of the Province,
and thereby even oppose himself to every legislative
act on the part of the Metropolitan State tending to

destroy that large basia, would be pleased to take

into his consideration the pure and simple repeal by
the Parliament of the United Kingdom, of the Act

commonly called the Tenures' Act, and of that passed
in favor of the Land Company, as not being opposed
thereto, inasmuch as the Canadian Legislature never

participated in the passing of these two Acts against
which this House and the people have, from the

commencement, universally protested, and as their

opposition to the rights, laws and institutions of this

Province is now scarcely a subject of controversy.
We therefore persist in praying that, until the Bill

passed on several occasions by this House for the ab-

rogation of the said Tenures' Act be favorably re-

ceived in a Legislative Council disposed to give effect

to the Royal intentions, His Majesty's Government
would be pleased to assist in otherwise accomplishing
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the repeal demanded, which would enable us to re-

establish order in the important question of lands

and of proprietary law, and to accomplish, for the

advantage and happiness of the inhabitants of the

country, and of the other of His Majesty's subjects,
the views expressed in our said Address.

" It is for the same" reasons that we persist in de-

manding likewise the repeal of the Act passed in

favor of the Land Company, and of the privileges
which that Act pretended to confirm. The consi-

derations of public and private law which cause us

to take a view of this subject different from that taken

by His Majesty's Ministers in the said Despatch, are

too numerous and too palpable to be detailed at this-

moment. We shall pass over, also, in silence, the

rights peculiar to the people of this Province, and
the circumstances, painful to us, under which that

Act was passed, and those privileges granted ;
and

we shall abstain from pointing out the means at the

disposal of the government to settle this question
with justice to all parties. We shall merely add,
that every day convinces us the more, that the prin-

cipal tendency of that Company is to maintain that

division of people against people, amongst the dif-

ferent classes of His Majesty's subjects, which has, in

common with all the evils resulting therefrom^ been fos-

tered in times past, with too much success, by corrupt
administrations.

"Neither can we forbear from here pointing out

what we conceive to be, indepeudeut of its constant

connection with the system of Metropolitan ascend-

ancy and Colonial degradation, a grand error in the

disposal of the public domain of this Province. That

is, that in granting the lands nominally under the

tenure of free and common soccage, which, based

upon views of free and prosperous colonization, and
with a due respect for the laws of the country, would,
in fact, be a desirable tenure; the advantages thereof
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have, in reality, only been accorded to the original

grantees rendered absolute masters of immense tracts

of land, without any reserve having been made for

the future rights and interests of the mass of actual

settlers who would improve the soil, but who, although
His Majesty's free-born subjects, find themselves fet-

tered in the extent of all those great concessions, by
onerous and servile tenures. It is nevertheless after

this system has been tardily repudiated, that nearly
a million of acres of the lands of the country have

been improvidently, and without any greater control,

granted to the said Company, with the further privi-

lege of augmenting that quantity by unlimited acqui-
sitions dangerous to the liberties of the people. In-

dependent of this anomaly and numerous other vices

with which the said grant is tainted, the King's
Ministers cannot be so unacquainted with the subject,
as to consider it a question merely of private law, or

to believe that, in any new country, the disposal and
settlement of an immense extent of the public lands

can be withdrawn from the control of the Legislature,
and abandoned to the unrestrained direction of indi-

viduals.
" The presence in the Province of certain preten-

ded authorities, whose powers and attributes are not

to be found either in the Constitution or in any law,
has so often been alleged by Your Excellency and

by the Executive authorities in the Metropolitan
State as being of a nature to retard till a future

period, the restoration of order and the introduction

of those improvements demanded by the people, that

we cannot refrain from here making a few general
observations which must have attracted the attention

of every public man. We believe that this House
is the legitimate and authorized organ of all classes

of inhabitants in the country, and that its represen-
tations are the constitutional expressions of their

wishes and of their wants. We believe that the im-
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partial use we have made of the powers vested in us,
for the protection and the happiness of all our fellow-

subjects, ought to have secured to us due confidence,
when we solemnly exercised those high privileges. It

must, however, have been the result of an unjust dis-

trust of this House and the people ofthis Province, that

His Majesty's Government has rejected our prayers to

defer to the opinions of a few individuals, strangers
to the country, the fate of which was thereby com-
mitted to men whose vague and subordiate mission

could not be acknowledged by any independent au-

thority recognized by the Constitution, the spirit of

which His Majesty is particularly desirous to maintain.

Thus it is that a power acting without law and against

law, could not form any other connection but with

those who entertained the same erroneous views, and

who, long since the avowed enemies of this House
and of the people, profit by the system of dishonest

policy which has been up to this moment the bane of

the country, and which has, nevertheless, been main-

tained by many acts and declarations of the Crown
and of Parliament. We believe therefore that the

restoration of order and of the mutual respect which
those whose duty it is to maintain it owe to each

other, is one of the measures the most conductive

to promote the establishment of a Government as

responsible and as popular as that which His Majesty

(in enumerating in the said despatch his dispositions on

several important points) declares he is entirely dispos-
ed to admit. We must equally declare that any de-

parture from those intentions based upon inquiries ema-

nating from a vitiated source, could not be sanctioned

by any portion of the people sufficiently strong to lend

its aid to a good Government.
" We shall pass over in silence the Judicial inde-

pendence and the establishment in the Province of a

high Tribunal of public impeachments. It is too

evident that the sole obstacle which now exists de-
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pends upon the solution of the question which we look

upon as of the utmost importance.
"Neither shall we discuss the demand made by

this House, of the free exercise of its Parliamentary
and Constitutional authority over the settlement and

management of the lands of the Province, and its

control over all the branches of the Executive Gov-
ernment

;
we |shall also omit whatever appertains to

the settlement of the financial question, whereby the

Executive authority would no longer impede the

rightful control of this House over the public revenue.

Our views and offers on these two subjects have,
without doubt, been considered liberal by His Ma-

jesty's Government; we are, at least, inclined so to

believe, in consequence of the opinion expressed in

the said despatch on this part of our Address
;
more-

over, if we understand, in its true meaning, that part
of the said despatch which approves of our opinions
on divers other points, without discussing any of

them in particular, we should be induced to believe

that His Majesty's Government, convinced of the

justice of our demands on these points, and of their

accordance with the good government of the country,
has now acceeded thereto without requring any further

useless delay, and without further investigation of rights
and principles so clear and so essential.

" If our hope of happy days for our country do
not lead us to interpret too liaberally general expres-

sions, and that hope be founded on something more
than generous inferences, we cannot sufficiently ex-

press to Your Excellency how much we rejoice at

having, by our perseverance, contributed to the sub-

stitution of an unjust and partial system, by an order

of things conformable to the rights and demands of
the people. Nevertheless, we cannot but feel deep
regret and profound grief, when we consider that

these declarations, as well as those which preceded
them on several occasions, have as yet availed nothing;
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that the vices of our political institutions remain un-

altered
;
that the Provincial Legislature continues to

be paralyzed in its functions, by the support given
to the Legislative Council

;
that no essential reform

has been introduced as yet into the Administration,
or for the removal of abuses

;
that the Executive and

Judicial authorities have preserved and manifested

the same character of a faction combined . against the

liberties of the country, and its public property ;

when we perceive that prejudical inquires in oppo-
sition to the above mentioned declaration have not

as yet been abandoned
; when, in fine, the Execu-

tive Government of the Province, doubtless in obe-

dience to the special order of the authority which

appointed it, has had recourse, since the last session,

to the practice of disposing of the Public Treasury of

the Province, without the consent of this House.
Thus the state of the country having therefore re-

mained the same, we believe it to be our imperative

duty to adhere unalterably to the contents of our

said Address on the 26th of February last, as well as

to our previous declarations
;
and to them do we ad-

here.
" In reference now to the demand which Your

Excellency has renewed under existing circumstences

for a Supply, relying on the salutary maxim, that the

correction of abuses and the redress of grievance

ought to precede the grant thereof, we have been of

opinion that there is nothing to authorize us to alter

our resolution of the last session. Your Excellency
will bear in rnmcl that our determination to obtain

justice by means warranted by the best approved

precedents, and by the spirit of the Constitution itself,

was taken at a more distant epoch, and that as a

mark of our confidence in you, we temporarily de-

parted from that determination by voting a Supply
for six months. We assure Your Excellency, as well

as His Majesty's Government, that in that act, which
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we look upon as a mark of our liberality, we were

promoted by no minor consideration, nor by any

unjust or incorrect interpretation of the intentions

of His Majesty's Ministers. The conclusion of our

said Address contains an explanation of our motives,
and of the difficulties which it was not in our power
to ward off; the same circumstances, as well as the

previous consideration of the salutary principle above

referred to, render it incumbent on us, in the present

conjuncture, to adjourn our deliberations until His

Majesty's Government shall by its acts, especially by
rendering the second branch of the Legislature con-

formable to the wishes and wants of the people, have

commenced the great work of justice and reform, and
created a confidence which alone can crown it with suc-

cess.
" Amidst the closing events of the last session,

there is one circumstance in particular which we

respectfully believe has not been sufficiently noticed

by His Majesty's Government that is: it was not

this House, but the Legislative Council which de-

prived the Provincial Administration of the resources

which would have been at its disposal, and which

placing itself between the Crown and the People in a

matter specially appertaining to the Representatives of

the latter, has prevented the free gift of the Commons
to reach the Throne.

" In concluding this Address, we shall again express
our belief in Your Excellency's sincerity and inten-

tions, and we flatter ourselves that under different

circumstances and with more direct powers, Your

Excellency would have sooner helped to obtain the

change which we await. If such a change had taken

place, the good understanding which has hitherto

existed between this House and Your Excellency,

notwithstanding the difficulties of our respective pro-

sitions, would lead us to expect the most happy
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results from Your Excellency's desire to advance the

prosperity of the country."

To this His Excellency replied :

" Mr. Speaker, and
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" For the portions of this Address which are di-

rected to me personally, I cannot but thank you.
At the same time my sense of public duty, and the

warm interest I take in the welfare of the Province,

compel me frankly to address to you my deep regret at

the conclusions you have come to.

" The determination you express never to resume

your functions under the existing Constitution, vir-

tually deprives the country of a domestic Legislature,
and places it in a situation in which the greatest em-

barrassments must be felt until a remedy can be applied

by the supreme authorities of the Empire.

"Gentlemen,
" Your Address shall be transmitted to England with

the least possible delay."
His Excellency, on the following day, went down in

state to the Council Chamber, and prorogued the Par-

liament with the following short and pithy speech :

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" There being no longer any prospects of a good

result from the message, which, by the commands of

our Most Gracious Sovereign, I communicated a few

days ago to the House of Assembly, I hasten to put
an end to this session, and to enable you to return to

your homes.
" The object of'convoking the present Parliament

was to make a renewed effort on the part of His Ma-

jesty to restore some interval of repose to His Cana-

dian people. I lament, however, that instead of

awaiting the development of those measures which
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are in preparation, but which, to be effectual, must
be matured with the time and attention, a more hasty
dicision continues to be insisted upon, and the Pro-

vince is even threatened with the abandonment, by
one branch of the Legislature, of the duties confided

to it by the Constitution
;

without dwelling on this

inauspicious project, I will merely observe that, if it

be persisted in, the number of temporary Acts in

Lower Canada, and the importance of some which
are not long hence to expire, must give peculiar effect

in this Province to a decision, which, in no country
endowed with powers of domestic legislation, could be

otherwise than a severe privation, and source of public

suffering.
"
Gentlemen,
"In taking leave of you, I will only express the

hope I am unwilling to forego, that, however the

political embarrassments of the country may appear
to multiply around us, the inherent elements of pros-

perity and contentment which it contains may triumph
over all adventitious causes of difficulty."
The Assembly had been in session from the 22nd

September to the 4th October inclusively (13 drys),
but no bill whatever had passed, two only being in-

troduced, one for the appointment of an Agent in the

United Kingdom ;
the other, as at the previous session

to amend the Constitutional Act, in so far as related to

the constitution and formation of the Legislative Coun-

cil, neither of which had reached the third reading when
the prorogation took place.
The following, in reference to the reform of the Le-

gislative Council, as insisted upon by the Assembly, is

from Mr. Neilson's Quebec Gazette, 19th August,
1836:

" LOWER CANADA POLITICS.

" The Quebec Mercury, of last evening contains a

second letter on the Canadas, copied from the
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London Times of the 13th June. The writer is cer-

tainly much better acquianted with the public af-

fairs of the Provinces than most of the persons who
write in the London papers ; but he falls into some
errors. It was only latterly that Mr. Hume took

any active part in stirring up mischief in Canada,
and we believe he is more indebted to love of theories

and an interneddling disposition for any harm that he
has done, than any vicious motives.

" The whole of the difficulties in the Canadas which
have now retarded the prosperity and diminished
the happiness of their inhabitants for many years,

proceed from the motion of the abolition of the Le-

gislative Council. Neither Mr. Hume, nor Mr.

Viger, nor Mr. Mackenize, are the authors of it.

It was first agitated in the Assembly of Lower Ca-

nada, in 1831, and Mr. Viger, who had lately been

called to the Council, was opposed to it. It did

not even originate in Canada; was never asked for

by the petitions from any portion of the country, be-

fore it was introduced into the Assembly ;
was

twice negatived in that body: viz, in 1831 and in

1832, by the same House who adopted it in 1833.

The Executive Council was a substitute proposed by the

late Mr. Thomas Lee, in 1831
;
but not acted on at the

time.
" The idea of annihilating one branch of the Legis-

lature originated in England. It was the offspring
of a place hunting propensity among persons there

in some degree connected with Lower Canada.
An agent had been recommended by the Canada
Committee of 1828; the nomination of the Assem-

bly had failed by disagreement with the Council, and

Mr. Labouchere had refused to act officially, as it

might place him in opposition with his duty as a

Member of Parliament. A reformation in the com-

position of the Council was commenced, and it was

passing every Bill which the Assembly had com-
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plained of its not passing ;
in fact there was greater

harmony in the colony, more doing for its ad-

vancement than ever had been done in the same
time before. But there were people in England
who were in want of advancement. It was under
these circumstances that a book was written and print-
ed in England in 1830, and sent out to Canada,
recommending the abolition of the Legislative Coun-
cil. This book bore the name of the late Dr. La-

terriere, but was written by Mr. John Arthur Roe-

buck, the same who had written and published a pamph-
let at Quebec, in 1822, in favour of the union of the

Provinces. The notions of this book were adopted by
some persons on the River Chambly, and unfortunately,
in the end by Mr. Papineau, the Speaker, who got Mr.

Bourdages to move a resolution to that effect in the

Session of 1830-31. Mr. Roebuck has then the sole

merit of the proposal to destroy one of the co-ordinate

branches of the Lower Canada Legislature, which has

had such an injurious effect on the Province
;
and Mr.

Roebuck is Agent of the Assembly, in England, with a

salary and contingencies of 1,100 sterling, a year, paid
in full, in good bills on London. All this is matter of

fact, which can be supported by indisputable evidence,
but of which the writer in the Times was probably not

aware."

The Legislature ofUpper Canada being still in session,

an Address, shortly after the prorogation of that of this

Province, was voted by the Assembly to His Majesty,

praying" for the annexation of the City and Island of

Montreal to that Province.

The Executive Committee of the Quebec Constitu-

tional Association, elected in December, 1835, (and
of which Mr. Andrew Stuart had been Chairman
since its formation, in December, 1834, until the time

when, retiring from it at his own request, he was

succeeded by Mr. John Neilson,) made, at a general
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meeting of the body on the 5th December of the

present year, their annual report of proceedings for the

previous twelvemonth, concluding as follows :

" The Committee, on a brief review of the position
of the members of the Association and petitioners
since the last annual report submit, that although

nothing has been actually done to alleviate the evils

of which they complained to His Majesty and the

Imperial Parliament, they see no reason for des-

ponding.
" Whatever may be the lamentable weakness ex-

hibited by the Colonial Executive, the Committee
are persuaded that at least there is a desire on the

part of His Majesty to do justice to the Province,
and to maintain the necessary powers and prerogatives
of the Crown, so as to enable him to give these the de-

sired effect.

" The inhabitants of Upper Canada, on an appeal
to them by the Crown, have effectually disenthralled

themselves from the dominion of men who had com-

bined with the prevailing party in the Assembly of

this Province to subvert the established Constitution

of the Canadas, and perpetuate the evils of which
we complain. That Province is now affording un-

controvertible evidence of the benefits which may
be derived from the existing Constitution, with an

Assembly cultivating harmony with the other branches

of the Legislature, and co-operating in the liberal and
beneficent views so often expressed by the British Gov-
ernment. All our Sister Colonies of this Continent are

also promoting their own welfare, under a Constitution

in principle similar to that of the Canadas, and in har-

mony with the general government of the empire.
" The Committee cannot flatter itself, that much good

has resulted from its own labours as detailed in the pre-
sent report.

" It has, however, kept constantly in mind that it
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Association and the petitioners, to support their

petition before the Royal Commissioners. On sev-

eral heads of enquiry, it will be seen that the Com-
mittee has been heard, but it has to regret that on

one most important point, the state of the represen-

tation, the documents which were in preparation
have not yet been completed, and the duty as well

of completing these, as of making such further re-

presentations as may be called for, will devolve upon
their successors in office.

" It will also be their duty to lay before you the

proceedings had by the Select General Committee,
at Montreal, as well .at the meeting in June, as at

their late adjourned meeting, in the last month, when

they shall be received.
" The Committee may, however, presume that the

following clauses of their instruction have not been

lost sight of in the enquiries ofthe Royal Commissioners,
viz :

" There is one complaint closely connected with
the topic referred to, of which I do not find any
notice in the resolutions of the Assembly. The
Constitution of Lower Canada consists of various

branches or members, to each of which Parliament
has assigned such functions as were thought necessary
to counterbalance the danger of abuse in the other or-

gans of Government.
" If the balance be disturbed, a counterpoise would

be required to rectify the disturbance. It is earnestly
maintained by many, that the House tof Assembly
does not supply a fair representation of the Canadian

People ;
that the constituencies throughout the Pro-

vince are so arranged as to ensure the return of a

much larger proportion of Members in the interest

of the Canadians of French descent, than is warrant-
ed either by their numbers or their property; and
that neither the commercial interest, nor the land-
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holders in the Townships, are protected in the po-

pular branch of the Legislature with any just regard
to the importance or to the wealth and number of
the persons employed in those classes. The Cana-
dians of British descent have been therefore, it is

said, accustomed to look to the Legislative Council
for defence against the partiality which they ascribe to

the Members of the House of Assembly.
" It will be necessary for you to enquire into the

truth of these allegations. This duty, indeed, you
are bound to perform, with a view to the general in-

terests of the colony, even independently of any
reference to the bearing on the constitution of the

Legislative Council The number of persons of

British or of French birth or origin actually sitting
in the Assembly will, of course, afford a most per-
fect criterion of the influence by which their seats

may have been obtained, and of the course of policy
to which they will habitually incline. The ma-
terial question respects the national character and

prepossessions rather of the several constituencies,
than of the different Members. Lower Canada
must also be viewed as a country in which the limits

of settlement and cultivation are continually

widening. It requires therefore an elective system,

resting on a principle such as shall accommodate
itself to changes which are taking place in the cir-

cumstance of the Electors, with a magnitude and

rapidity to which there is no parallel in the communities
of Europe."

The Committee terminate as follows :

" The late meeting of the legislature has furnished

additonal evidence if any were wanting, that

the Province cannot enjoy the benefit of good gov-

ernment, an independent administration of justice, and
a beneficial local Legislature, until there is a reform

in the representation in the House of Assemby,
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founded upon the combined principles of territory
and population, so that the British and Irish inhab-

itants and others not of French origin may have that

share in the choice of the Members to which they
are entitled. That such a reform will ever be ef-

fected with the consent of the present overwhelm-

ing majority of Members, elected by a distinct con-

stituency .whose peculiar prejudices are incessantly
excited against their fellow-subjects not of French nation-

al origin, cannot reasonably be expected.
"The Committee trust, however, to the sense of

justice which prevails in the Parliament of the

United Kingdom, to whom all parties have appealed,
and to the settled adherence of men of British and
Irish origin, to the principles of the British Constitution,
as well as to their persevering character for final suc-

cess in obtaining justice.
" The Committee can rely with perfect confidence on

the warm attachment of the petitioners to the countries

of their birth and of their ancestors, to enable them
to endure all the trials to which they may yet be exposed
in this Province."

The whole nevertheless humbly submitted.

By order of the Committee,
T. A. YOUNG, Secretary

The Commissioners having investigated and reported

upon the matters referred to them, Sir Chas. Grey took

his departure for England, via New York, at the end of

Nov., Sir George Gipps and Mr. Elliott following him in

Feb. by the same route. The reports of these gentlemen,
which did not appear publicly until after they were laid

before the Imperial Parliament, were elaborate and com-

prehensive, but too voluminous, although properly belong-

ing to the history of Lower Canada, for a place in the pre-
sent work, or in the appendix to it, constituting, as they
do, a considerable volume of themselves.

Accounts reached the Province towards the middle of

April, that Lower Canada affairs had been brought up in
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the House of Commons by Lord John Russell, and that

certain resolutions had been adopted by a large ma-

jority with respect to them.* These produced

great excitement and agitation, the papers in the

* The following Members spoke iu the debate of the 6th of

March, on Lord John Russell's Resolutions respecting Cana-
da, viz : Lord John Russel Mr. Robinson Mr. P. Stewart

Colonel Thompson Sir William Molesworth Sir Geo.

Grey Mr. Leader, who moved an amendment Mr. Roebuck
twice and Mr. Hume.

B! SOLUTIONS ON CANADA AFFAIRS.
6th March, 1836.

"
1. That since the 31st day of October, in the year 1832,

o provision has been made by the Legislature of the Provin-

ce of Lower Canada for defraying the charges of the adminis-
tration of justice, and for the support of the civil government
within the said Province

;
and that there will, on the 10th

day of April now next ensuing, be required for defraying in

full the charges aforesaid to that day, the sum of 142,160
14s. 6d.

"
2. That at a session of the Legislature of Lower Canada

holden at the city of Quebec, in the said Province, in the

months of September and October, 1836, the Governor of said

Province, in compliance with His Majesty's commands, re-

commended to the attention of the House of Assembly thereof

the estimates for the present year, and also the accounts,

shewing the arrears due in respect of the civil government,
and signified to the said House his Majesty's confidence, that

they would accede to the application which he had been com-
manded to renew for payment of the arrears due on account
of public service, and for the funds necssary to carry on the

civil government of the Province.
" 3rd. That the said House of Assembly, on the 3rd day of

October, 1836, by an Address to the Governor of the said Pro-
vince declined to vote a supply for the purpose aforesaid, and
by the said Address, after referring to a former Address of
the said House to the Governor of the said Province, declar-

ed that the said House persisted, amongst other things, in

the damand of an Elective Council, and in demanding the

repeal of a certain act passed by the Parliament of the United
Kingdom in favour of the North American Land Company ;

and by the said Address the said House of Assembly further
advened to the demand made by that House of the free exercise
of its control over all the branches of the goverament and by
the said Address the said House of Assemblyfurther declared,
that it was incumbent on them in the present conjuncture to

adjonrn their deliberations until his Majests's governmet byits
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interest of the agitators, or '

patriots,' as, not to seem fas-

tidious, we shall hereafter term them, teeming with the

most bitter invective against the Minister and his suppor-
ters.*

acts, especially by rendering the second branch of the Legisla-
ture, conformable to the wishes and wants of the people, have
commenced the grtat work of justice and reform, and created

a confidence which alone could crown it with success.
" 4. That in the existing state of Lower Canada, it is un-

advisable to make the Legislative Council of that Province
an elective body ;

but that it is expedient that measures be

adopted for securing to that branch of the Legislature a great-
er degree of public confidence."

* The following will serve as a specimen, from the Vindica-

tor, edited by Doctor O'Callaghan, M.P.P. :

" It gives us great* pleasure to announce, that the feeling
created throughout this wealthy and populous District, by
Lord John Russell's infamous resolutions, is one of unmixed
INDIGNATION. They are met every where with " curses not
loud but deep," and a fixed, stubborn determination, to resist

any and every attempt to enslave the country." The Reformers are already on the alert. Some prelimin-
ary meetings have, we understand, been held, preparatory to

calling a meeting of the rich and independent County ofRich-
elieu. To the freeholders of the county in which the Hon.Mr.
De Bartzch resides, will belong the honor of being the first to

denounce the Honorable rentgade and the machiavelian policy of
the treacherous government.
" A movement in such a quarter is ominous for the treacher-

ous administration of Lord Gosford. It will, we have no doubt,
be followed throughout the Province by similar meetings, and
before the summer will have gone over their heads, the people
of Lower Canada will tell, both tneir representatives and their

rulers, that they are not the stuff from which slaves are made.
" It could not be otherwise. Those who have combatted,

and successfully combatted, the attempts of Dalhousie to pay
away their money without the authority of law

;
those who

have, year after year, protested against the unconstitutional
interference of the British Parliament in our internal affairs,
will not allow it to go abroad to the world, that their princi-

ples and protests aie nothing better than waste paper. They
will not permit it to be said that, aj;

the back ofeven a House of

Commons, they now sanction what they have up to thie day
so doggedly, so repeatedly, so consistently, and so honorably
resisted.
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A great indignation meeting took place at St. Ours, on
the river Richelieu, the 7th May-,-under the auspices prin-

cipally of Doctor Wolford Nelson, who resided at St.

Denis, near that place, and was exceedingly zealous and
active in promoting the patriotic cause, as itwasnow styl-
ed by themselves. Several very strong and significant re-

solutions were passed on the occasion.
" Twelve hundred persons are said to have been pre-

sent. Seraphin Cherrier, Esq., of St. Denis, presided,
and J. P. Boucher Belleville, acted as Secretary. Dr.W.
Nelson, of St. Denis, and M.S. Marchessault, of St. Char-

les, addressed the meeting at great length. The Minerve

says, the greatest enthusiasm prevailed.
"
Resolved, That we have seen with deep indigna-

tion the Resolutions proposed in the House of Caramons
on the 6th March last. The necessary effect of which
will be to deprive us of all security for our liberty and for

future good government in this Province.
" That the adoption of the said Resolutions will be

" Jl combined and dishonorable junction of Whigt and Toiies,
in a House of Commons '

reformed' but 'in name, may pass Re-
solutions to annihilate the last remnant of Liberty left in the Col-

onial Legislatures. A House of Lords, the fundamental prin-

ciple of whose Constitution is inimical to human freedom,

may endorse the determination of the combined enemies of

freedom in the Lower House, bat neither the Resolutions,
the authors, nor their supporters, can change the nature of

things. Robbery will be robbery still.

" Russell may, therefore,order his Deputy, Gosford ,toplunder
our public chest. A second Falstaff, he may say to his worthy
chnm ' Rob me the Exchequer, Hal!' and his Deputy and
chum may rob it accordingly : but even this will not legalize
the plunder. Our rights must not be violated with impunity.
A HOWL of indignation must be raised from one extremity of
the Province to the other, against the BOBBERS, and against
all those WHO PARTAKE OF THE PLUNDER.
"
HKNCEFORTH, THERK MUST BE NO PEACE IN THE PROVINCE no

quarter for the plunderers. Agitate 1 Agitate 1 ! AGITATE ! 1 !

Destroy the Revenue
;
denounce the oppressors. Everything

is lawful when the fundamental liberties are in danger.
' The

guards die they never surrender,'
"
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a flagrant violation on the part of the Commons and
of the Government that proposed them, of the Capi-

tulation, of the Treaty, and of the Constitutional Acts

granted to this Province. That these acts and treaties,

bearing on them reciprocal obligations, to wit, on our

part affection and obedience, and on the part of England
protection and the security of our freedom, will be vir-

tually annulled by a violation of its promise by one of

the contracting parties .

" That under these circumstances, we can only
look upon the Government which has recourse to in-

justice, to force and to a violation of the social compact,
as an oppressive power and a government of force, to

which the measure of our submission should be hence-

forward measured by our numerical force joined to the

sympathy we find in other quarters.
" That the machiavelianism which, since the Cession,

has accompanied all the acts of the Government, the

bad faith by which they have hitherto been characteriz-

ed, the weakness shown in every page of the Reports
of the Commissioners, and in the speeches of Ministers,
who do not blush to allege our division and small num-
bers as reasons for refusing us justice, inspire us only
with the profoundest disgust and most marked con-

tempt for men who, governing one of the most powerful
and noble countries of the globe, are members of such
an administration."

" That the people of this country have long and

vainly waited for justice, first from the 'Colonial

Administration and afterwards from the Metropo-
litan Government, that during 30 years if fear has

broken some of our chains, the inordinate love of

power has forged for us others still more heavy.
The high idea we had formed of the honor and jus-
tice of the English people led us to hope that the

representative branch of the Parliament would af-

ford more remedy to our grievances. This last hope
having failed us we renounce for ever the idea of
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seeking for justice beyond the seas, and at length
we perceive how much the country has been abused

by false promises, which induced us to fight against a

people who offered us liberty and equal rights, and to

side with a people who are striving to enslave us. Sad

experience leads us to acknowledge that on the other

side of the line 45, are to be found our natural friends

and allies.

" That we deny the right of the Parliament of

England to legislate for the internal affairs of this

colony, against our consent and without our partici-

pation and our demand, since the non-exercise of

this right was guaranteed to us by the Constitution

and acknowledged by the Metropolitan country,
when they feared we should accept the offers of liberty
and independence held out to us by the neighbour-

ing Republic. That in consequence we consider as

null and void the Tenures Act, the Canada Trade

Act, and the Act by which the Land Company is

incorporated ;
and the Act which will no doubt be

founded upon the Resolutions brought forward in the

Commons.
" That we will abstain as much as possible from

using and consuming imported articles, especially
those which pay the highest duties, such as tea, to-

bacco, wine, rum, &c.> and will use and consume in

preference productions manufactured in this colony.
That we shall consider him to deserve well of his

country who shall establish manufactories of cloth,

linen, sugar, spirits, &c. That considering the laws

of trade as of no effect, we look upon the trade usu-

ally designated contraband (smuggling) to be per-

fectly fair we regard this traffic as perfectly honora-

ble, and will do all we can to favour it, support those

who pursue it as deserving well of their country, and
will hold those to be infamous who may inform against
them.

" That to render these resolutions more effective
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this assembly is of opinion that a patriotic as-

sociation should be formed in the country, the centre

to be at Quebec or at Montreal, the end of which
should be to agree to consume, as far as possible,

only articles manufactured in the country, or import-
ed without paying the duties. That for this purpose
a Committee of ten members be formed to communi-
cate with similar Committees which may be named
in other countries, and with power to add to their

number. That Messrs. Boucher Belleville, J. B. E.

Boucher, 01. Chamard, J. E. Mignault, F. X.

Poitevin, Ls. Moger, Dr. Dorion, Capt. Beaulac, Ls.

Chappedelaine and Moyse Duplessis do form the

Committee
;
that they have also the power to choose

from amongst them two persons, to represent this

county in a convention which it is intended shall as-

semble."
" That in order to effect more speedily the regen-

eration of this country, it is desirable, after the man-
ner of Ireland, that we should all rally round one
man. That man, like O'Connell, has been stamped
by God to be a Political Chief, the regenerator of
a nation

;
he has been endowed for this purpose

with a force of mind and eloquence not to be sur-

passed ;
a hatred of oppression, a love of his country

that neither promises nor threats can shake. That
this man already pointed out by the country is L. J.

PAPINEAU. This assembly considering also the hap-
py effects which have arisen in Ireland from the con-

tribution called the O'ConneU Tribute, is of opinion
-that a similar contribution ought to be made in this

country, under the name of the Papineau Tribute.

The Committee of the Anti-importation Association will

be charged with raising the same.
" That this assembly cannot separate without offer-

ing our sincere thanks to the speakers, few, indeed
in number but zealous and able, who have upheld
our rights in the House of Commons, as well as to
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the honest and virtuous men who have voted with

them. That the working men of London who, in the

spirit of liberty and justice, worthy of a free people
have presented a petition to the House of Commons
in favour of this unhappy country, are equally en-

titled to our deepest acknowledgments. That our

friends and brethren of the Political Union of Tor-

onto are also entitled to our thanks for the sympathy
they have shewn towards us in the resolution passed by
them on the 17th April, against the coercive measures

of the Ministers.
" That this assembly is firmly of opinion that, in

the event of a General Election with which the country
is threatened at the instigation of perverse and weak

men, as ignorant of public opinion at the present

crisis, as they are destitute of influence, the electors

will show their gratitude to their faithful represen-
tatives in again electing them, and in rejecting those

who have forfeited their works, forgotten their duty,
and who have betrayed their country either by ranging
themselves on the side of our adversaries or by coward-

ly absence when the country expected from them an

honest expression of their opinions."
Various other meetings took place shortly after

this at different places in the district of Montreal,
Mr. Papineau attending as chief actor, being escorted

from parish to parish with great parade, by multi-

tudes on horseback and in caleches. The resolutions

adopted were similar to those of St. Ours. Meetings
of the same character took place in Quebec, but the

resolutions passed thereat, though seditious, were lea}

violent than those generally adopted throughout the

district of Montreal.

These extraordinary doings, under the direction

of a " Central Committee" avowedly revolutionary, at

length compelled Lord Gosford to measures for staying
them. He accordingly issued, on the 15th of June, a

proclamation, as follows :
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" WHEREAS certain of His Majesty's subjects, in

different parts of this Province, have recently held

Public Meetings, and thereat adopted Kesolutions

having for their object the resistance of the lawful

authority of the King and Parliament, and the sub-

version of the laws, on the observance of which the

welfare and happiness of all His Majesty's subjects,
under Divine Providence, chiefly depend ;

And
whereas at such meetings evil disposed and design-

ing men, the instigators thereof have by artifice

and misrepresentation endeavoured to spread abroad
statements and opinions, inconsistent with loyal

duty to His Majesty and to His Parliament, and

tending to persuade His Majesty's subjects that they
are absolved from their allegiance, that they can no

longer depend on the Parent State for Justice and

Protection, and that they must seek for the same,
when a convenient opportunity offers, by other

means :

" And whereas it is both my resolution and my duty
to maintain and defend to the utmost, against all such un-
lawful proceedings and attempts, the undoubted preroga-
tives and powers of His Majesty and of His Parliament,
in order to maintain and secure, the Institutions

both Civil and Keligious of His Canadian subjects,
and to preserve peace ani good government in this

Province :

" And whereas upon these occasions aforesaid, re-

presentations have knowingly been made entirely de-

voide of truth, for the purpose of inducing His Ma-

jesty's subjects to swerve from their allegiance, and of

producing a belief that the Parliament of the United

Kingdom has violated, or intends to violate the just

rights and privileges of His Majesty's subjects in this

Province, and is about to adopt oppressive measures to-

wards them :

"Being desirous of undeceiving such as may
unwarily have been lead to rely upon such untrue
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and mischievous representations, it has become my duty,
as the Representative of His Majesty, to address myself
to the people of this Province, in the confidence that

they "will listen to the language of reason, respect

unanimously those precepts of just subordination in-

culcated by the Laws of this their country, and by no

act of reckless indiscretion, either compromise their

present happiness and future prosperity, or permit those

permanent interests to be compromised by others.
" I do therefore, by and with the advice and con-

sent of His Majesty's Executive Council of this Pro-

vince, hereby most solemnly exhort all the subjects
of His Majesty in this Province to unite in

the cause of peace and good order, to discon-

tinue all writings of an exciting and seditious

tendency, and to eschew all meetings of a dan-

gerous or equivocal character; and I do hereby

enjoin and strictly command all Magistrates in and

throughout the Province, all Officers of Militia, Peace

Officers and others His Majesty's good subjects

therein, to oppose and frustrate the insidious designs
adverted to in this Proclamation, and to preserve by
their loyal co-operation, the vigour and inviolability of

the Laws on which their religion and future happiness

depend."
This did not, however, stop the " anti-coercion"

(as they were now termed) public meetings, which

were continued with more fervour and violence of

language than before,
" Vive Papineau ! vive la

liberte ! point de despotisme a has la proclamation !

hurra for those English who are ourfriends! down with

those who would injure us," &c., being the rallying

cries at those revolutionary assemblages, held for the

most part on Sundays, at the doors of the parish

churches, at the issue- of Divine Service in the fore-

noon. At these meetings, at which flags with mot-

toes and emb'ems, expressive of the treasonable pur-
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poses ofthe leading
"
patriots" were exhibited, the Brit-

ish Government was unsparingly execrated, and the min-

isters of His Majesty denounced as robbers and swind-

lers, destitute alike of wisdom and of honor, and the

people told that they had no alternative to rescue them-
selves from degradation and servitude to British rule

but their own strength and the patriotism of the Assem-

bly. The proclamation was treated with great indignity,
and by none more so than by Mr. Papirieau, who, in all

his public harangues to the multitudes collected to re-

ceive him in his tournee through the rural parishes in

the Upper District, did not fail to speak of it in terms
of the uttermost contempt, and accordingly wheresoever
it was in any of those parishes posted up, it was torn

down without scruple as an insult upon the public feel-

ing. Mr. Papineau extended his peregrinations, in

June and July, to Quebec and the lower parts of that

district, to Kamouraska inclusively, where, however wel-

come at some places (St.. Thomas and L'Islet for in-

stance),* he was not so generally received as he had
been in the upper parts.
"We learn, (says the Vindicator,') with much

satisfaction from the Liberal f of Saturday that the

* "
It gives us great pleasure to learn that the Hon. Mr.

PAPINEAU experienced the most cordial reception on his ar-

rival to attend the meeting of the Counties of Bellechasse
and L'Islet, about 25 miles below Quebec. The people turned
out in large numbers, not with colors nor flags,but with some-

thing more significant with muskets. We arehappjto learn
that the people are thus exhibiting a proper sense of their
situation. From England they have nothing to expect but
insult and robbery." Vindicator.
" Mr. Speaker Papineau arrived in town on Saturday, from

the South Shore, in this District, and proceeds to Montreal,
this evening. He went no further than Kamouraska, and has
been at St

;
Charles since the beginning of the week. Not-

withstanding that two Sundays and one holiday ha^e inter-

vened since he has been in this District, he has had no other
invitation to &ny agitation meeting but that of St. Thomas.
Thirteen partial meetings out of 26 electoral divisions, have
now taken place." Quebec Gazette.

t An agitation paper then recently issued at Quebec.
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patriotic Inhabitants of the County of Saguenay
met at Malbaie, on the 25th u!t.. and passed a scries of

resolutions expressive of the strong disapprobation these

good people entertain against the Russell atrocity. Ma-

jor Louis Tremblay presided. Captain Thos. Simard
was Vice President. Messrs. Gauvreau and Tremblay,
N. P., acted as Secretaries.* " It is," observes the

Vindicator,
" determined upon, we understand, by the

people of the connties L'Assomption and Lachenaie,
who foimerly formed but one county (Leinster,) to

meet together, this year. They are but waiting the

arrival of the lion. Mr. Papineau, whose presence they
desire.

" A deputation arrived in town yesterday from the

county of Lapraire to invite the Hon. Speaker to

attend a meeting of that county. The Hon. Gentle-

man not being in town, we are not able to say on what

day the meeting of that populous county will take

place.
" The meeting of L'Acadie county, which was fixed

for the 16th, is postponed for the present for a similar

reason.
" Three counties are now waiting the return of the

Hon. Mr. Papineau from Quebec. This is a convincing

proof of the falsehood of those enemies of Canadian

Rights, who would have the people believe that this

great man's popularities are declining.
" It is stated in the Herald of Thursday, July 13th,

that the loyal inhabitants of St. Eustache are about to

forward a petition to His Excellency the Governor-

in-Chief, for protection from the outrages with which

they are threatened by the agitators; and that out-

rages still continue to be perpetrated in that part of

the country. It is reported that even the Priest of

It seems that Messrs. Lafontaine and Girourd who had
visited Murray Bay and North Shore below Quebec, in co-ope-
ration with Mr. Papineau on the South Shore, were among
thezn. Quebec Mircury.
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the parish has been threatened, because he is pious
to God and loyal to his King ! On Friday night, the

barn of this respectable clergyman was destroyed. We
have heard much of the veneration of the Canadians

for their religion and its ministers . Should it prove
true that from among some of them this trait in their

character has departed, there is no doubt, that an ene-

my has been in their field and sown tares among the

wheat." Montreal Gazette.

While Mr. Papineau was thus visiting the district

of Quebec to cheer his partizans and prepare them
for coming events, an effort was made to realize a

large meeting of his party in the city of Montreal.

It, however, proved a failure, although a considerable

number did assemble on the occasion. A Constitu-

tional, or " GREAT LOYAL MEETING," took place

shortly after this, in that city, at which several thou-

sands attended, consisting of all the British, Irish,

and such other inhabitants of Montreal and its neigh-
bourhood as were for preserving the constitution of

the Province and its connexion with Great Britain

inviolate, At this meeting, held on the 6th July,
in the Place d'Armcs, the following resolutions were

unanimously adopted, the Hon. Peter McGill opening
in an appropriate speech, the business of the day, and

proposing the Hon. George Moffatt as Chairman, who

accordingly, with acclamation, was called upon to,

preside. Jules Quesnel and S. De Bleury, Esquires,
were named Vice Presidents, and William Badgley
and Leon Gpsselin, Esquires, joint Secretaries, on the

the occasion, to preserve order and record the proceed-

ing of the meeting :

"Resolved, That the unjustifiable refusal of the

House of Assembly, of Lower Canada, to make the

necessary appropriations for the administration of

justice, and the support of the Civil Government of

the Province, has been the principal cause of the
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resolutions proposed by His Majesty's Ministers, and

adopted by the Imperial Parliament.
"
Resolved, That this meeting disapproves of the

outrageous proceedings of the majority of the Hoasa
of Assembly in its formal refusal to proceed with the

public business, in its declared determination not to

co-operate with the Government, and its resolution to

follow the line of politics which it has adopted ;
and

that these proceedinga are the cause of the greatest
evils to the Province in general, ruinous to the commerce
of the country, and destructive of the industrious and
the agricultural classes.

"
Resolved, That this meeting cannot express in

language sufficiently strong, their detestation of the

immoral and disorganizing measures recommended,
and of the resolutions adopted at the meetings recently
held in differnet parts of this Province

;
and that tMs

assembly disapproves of them as directly opposed to the

sentiments of fidelity to His Majesty, and of devotion
to his Government, entertained by his loyal Canadian

subjects throughout the Province.
"
Resolved, That this meeting is strongly con-

vinced that the real and recognized grievances of
His Majests's subjects in Lower Canada will be fully
redressed by His Majesty's Government; that the

continuation of the connexion of Lower Canada with
the Mother Country is . essentially necessary to the

prosperity and advancement of this Province; and
that all attempts to disturb that connexion, and to

produce a dismemberment of this empire, is directly

contrary to the opinion of this meeting, and abso-

lutely opposed to its desires as well as to its inter-

ests.'

A "GREAT LOYAL MEETING" and demonstration

took place, in like manner, also at Quebec, on the

31st of July, at which several thousands attended,

walking in procession, preceded by a band of music,

through the city to the Esplanade, with flags and
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banners, bearing mottoes and emblems significant of loy-

alty, and the determination of the people to adhere to

their allegiance and the sovereignty 'of the British Crown
A small press, mounted on a carrage, attended by a body
of printers, accompanied the procession, giving out, as

it proceeded through the various thoroughfares of the

city, an Address from " THE LOYAL PRINTERS OP QUE-
BEC," an impression whereof is inserted below.* On
arriving at the Esplanade, John William Woolsey, Esq.,
one of the oldest, and most respectable inhabitants of

Quebec, and formerly an eminent merchant, but then

retired from business, was called upon to preside at the

meeting, Joseph Delois and Pierre Pelletier, Esqs., be-

ing also named Vice Presidents, and Messieurs Deguise,
T. C. Lee and Prcvost, Secretaries. The following re-

solutions were unanimously adopted :

*TO THE PUBLIC.
" THE LOCAL PRINTERS of Quebec, forming the majority of

thatbody, are desirous of presenting their fellow citizens with
a brief record of their feeling on an occasion when it behoves

every man who has the welfare of the colony at heart, and
who desires to perpetuate the connexion with the Mother

Country, to come boldly forward to express his detestation of

the insidious machinations resorted to by a selfish and ambi-
tious band, who, in the hopes of personal aggrandizement,
seek to disturb the peace of the country, and to plunge their

fellow citizens into the miseries of civil contention, in the

hope not of producing public good, but of improving their

own thriftless condition.
11 THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS is THE PALLADIUM op BRITISH

LIBERTY, and it cannot be supposed that the Printers of this

city, who now address you, are unmindful of the powers or
of the privileges of the mighty engine they wield. Yet they
know- well how to distinguish between LIBERTY AND LICENTI-

OUSNESS; and whilst their efforts will always be strenuous
and unflinching in supporting the LIBERTY OF THE PRESS and
the interest of their fellow citizens, they trust that none a-

mongst them will be tornad so base as to prostitute the noble

engine, which has given knowledge to the world, to the vile

purposes of "
private slander or of maligning the just and

"
equal Government under whose protection we live." Yet

when grievances exist, we are to be found at our posts, and

ready, at all risks, to expose them. We fear not to speak the

truth,though the Sovereign should be the object of our remarks
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"
Resolved, That we have observed with deep re-

gret, the attempts which have been made at meetings

recently held in different parts in this Province, to dis-

seminate disrespect for the public authorities and dis-

affection towards the British Government and Parlia-

ment, and to excite to the violation of the laws.
" That whatever difference of opinion may have pre-

vailed in the Province with regard to its public concerns

the inhabitants thereof have hitherto maintained a dis-

tinguished character for fidelity to the Sovereign, a love

of public order, and obedience to lawful authority ;
and

that it is our duty and determination still to maintain

this character, and resist to the utmost all acts or at-

tempts contrary to the allegiance which is due to the

British Crown, or against the public peace, or in viola-

tion of the law.
' That we feel the entire conviction that the pre-

sent unfortunate condition of public affairs in this

Province is in great part owing to the misunderstand-

ings and dissensions which have prevailed in the

Whilst we '
fear God, and honor the King,' we feel that we

best obey this injunction by honoring TRUTH
;
and on this

occasion we meet to declare our conviction that TRUTH, REA-
SON and JUSTICE, alike require oar support should be given to

THE GOVERNMENT, in the measures it has adopted to correct the
evil inflicted on this Province, by the misdeeds of one branch

of the Legislature.
"Various mottoes have been adopted by different Presses.

That which we take is

"PRO REGE,-LEGE, ET GREGE.
" FOR THE SOVEREIGN, THE LAW, AND THE PEOPLE.

" In maintaining the rights of each, it is our fixed resolve
that we will '

nothing extenuate nor set down aught in ma-
Hce,'in this spirit do those who now address you mean to con-
tinue their labours.

'' We are, respected Public,
" Your faithful servants,

"THE LOYAL PRINTERS
" OF QUEBEC."
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Legislature, and amongst the inhabitants of the Pro-

vince
;
and that a remedy is to be found in avoiding

these misunderstandings and dissensions for the fu-

ture, and in the cordial union of all classes in pro-

moting the peace, welfare and good government of the

Province.
" That it is equally the duty and interest of the

Government, and the subject, of the colony, to co-

operate in the remedy of all abuses which may be

found to exist, to the end that the peace and pros-

perity of the Province may be effectually promoted,
and all classes of the inhabitants be maintained in

equal rights, and all the peculiar privileges which they

enjoy, or to which they are legally entitled .

" That under the present circumstances it is our

duty humbly to assure His Majesty's Government, that

it may fully rely on our fidelity to the Crown and af-

fectionate attachment to the connexion subsisting be-

tween this Province and the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland.
" That an humble Address be presented to His Ex-

cellency the Governor in Chief, embodying these resolu-

tions, and praying that he would transmit the same to

His Majesty's Government in England.
" That the chairman, vice chairman, movers

and seconders, with the following gentlemen, be

a committee to prepare and present the said Ad-
dress."

An Address, in conformity to those resolutions, was

presented to the Governor in Chief on the 2nd of

August, to which His Excellency returned the follow-

ing answer :

"
GENTLEMEN, I shall have much pleasure in

transmitting, as you request, to Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment in England, the Address which you have just

presented to me for that purpose, and I feel con-

vinced that Her Majesty will receive with entire

satisfaction the assurance of fidelity to the Crown, of
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obedience to the laws, and affectionate attachment to

the connexion between this Province and the United

Kingdom, which so numerous and highly respectable
a portion of the inhabitants of the city and vicinage
of Quebec have thus come forward to tender. These

assurances, in conjunction with that union of loyalty
and public spirit which has so recently been mani-

fested in this town, cannot fail to prove peculiarly

acceptable at a time when the most artful and insi-

dious attempts have been reserted to, to disseminate

doctrines at variance with morality and justice, and

tending to the overthrow and violation of those laws

and institutions which secure to the whole body of Her

Majesty's Canadian subjects the rights and immunities

they now enjoy.
" While I deeply regret these attempts, and while

my earnest endeavours shall be directed to avert the

calamities they are calculated to produce, I can as-

sure you that I shall 'not cease to adhere to those

principles which I have ever held, and shall always be

ready and anxious, while I fill the high situation con-

fided to me by our Gracious Sovereign, to co-operate in

the remedy of abuses, in promoting the welfare and hap-

piness of this Province, and in maintaining all classes

of its inhabitants in the full and peaceful enjoyment of

equal rights.

Ci Castle of St. Lewis,
"
Quebec, 7th August, 1837."

The official account of the death of His Majesty

King William the Fourth, (which had occurred on

the 20th of June,) reached Quebec on the day (31st

July) on which the procession just mentioned took place.

The intelligence was announced at four o'clock in the

afternoon by the firing of sixty minute guns from the

Citadel, the royal standard floating half-mast high from

the Citadel flag-staff.

On the following day (1st August) the Governor
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General and Members of the Executive Council assem-

bled at the Castle of St. Lewis, and took the oaths pre:

scribed by law. Orders were at the same time given
for proclaiming Her present Majesty, Queen Victoria,

with the usual formalities.

A public meeting of the citizens of .Quebec took

place soon after this, at which it was resolved, that an

Address of condolence and sympathy with Her Majesty
on the decease of Her predecessor, the late King, and of

congratulation upon her own advent to the throne of her

ancestors, should be prepared. It was numerously sign-

ed, and transmitted, through the Governor in Chief, to

Her Majesty, being as follows :

" TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY :

" Most Gracious Sovereign,
"
We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub-

jects, the Clergy, the Magistrates, and Inhabitants of

the City of Quebec, and its vicinity, in your Province

of Lower Canada, most humbly beg leave to offer to

your Majesty our sincere condolence and sympathy on
the mournful occasion of the decease of your Majesty's

Royal predecessor, King William the Fourth, of blessed

memory.
"
Although distant from the portion of the Empire,

over which His late Majesty more immediately reigned,
the virtues and benignity of his disposition, and his un-

ceasing anxiety for the honour, welfare and happiness of

all classes of his subjects, were no where better known
and felt than in these colonies.

"As inhabitants of a celebrated port and citadel,

justly deemed the key of the Canadian Provinces,
we cannot but consider it a happy coincidence, that

this city has not only been honored by the presence
of your Majesty's lamented Uncle, as one of the scenes

of his early patriotic exertions in the naval service of

his country, but also, subsequently, by the residence

of your Majesty's Royal Father, Prince Edward,
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Duke of Kent, while serving as an officer in the army
of Great Britain, and in command of the royal forces in

this garrison.
"Your Majesty's faithful subjects in these Pro-

vinces have ever maintained their loyalty unim-

peached; and have proved, by their readiness to de-

fend their country in the hour of danger, that they

justly appreciate all the blessings they enjoy under
the paternal rule of the illustrious House of Brans-

wick.
"
We, therefore, most humbly and respectfully

entreat your Majesty to accept our most cordial con-

gratulations on your Majesty's happy accession to

the Throne of your ancestors, assuring your Majesty of

the loyalty of these populous Provinces, and of the pecu-
liar and heartfelt satisfaction with which the commence-
ment of your Majesty's reign has been hailed by all

classes of the people .

" We beseech Almighty God to preserve your Ma-

jesty's valuable life
;
to bless the Empire, to which it is

our pride to belong, with peace and prosperity ;
and to

vouchsafe that your Majesty may long live to reign over

a free and contented people, the grace, ornament and ex-

ample of a British Court.
"

A spirit of violence, however, notwithstanding
those demonstrations of loyalty in the two cities of

the Province, prevailed from an early period of the

present summer, in various parts of the Montreal

district, manifesting itself, in particular, at St. Eus-

tache, St. Benoit, and other parts in their neighbor-
hood to the north and westward of Montreal, where
the British inhabitants were threatened, and injury
in several instances done to their property, to an

extent to alarm them for their personal safety, and
of a character to induce, at length, the government
to issue a proclamation, offering a reward for the

discovery and conviction of the perpetrators, but

without effect, however. In fact, the arm of the civil
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power was now, in the disaffection that existed

throughout the whole, or nearly so, of the rural

parishes in that district, powerless, no one resident

in any of them being willing, or indeed daring, to

come forward and execute legal process of any des-

cription, owing to the system of intimidation and
terrorism that reigned. The conduct and language
of several of the magistrates and militia officers at

the various " anti-coercion" meetings that were held,
had been so violent and seditious as finally to induce

the Governor to take notice, and call some of the

more conspicuous of them to account. Letters were

addressed them by His Excellency's Secretary, de-

siring explanations of the language imputed to them
at those meetings, as published in the public news-

papers in their interests. This course was treated

by those prints as one of "
insolence," and nearly in

the same style by the individuals addressed, most of

whom, in answer, affected to repudiate their commis-

sions, from the crown as anti-republican, alien to

the popular feeling, and, in fact, rather discredit-

able than otherwise to the individuals holding such.

A multitude holding minor offices, such as commis-

sionerships for the hearing and decision of small

causes in the country parishes, overawed by the spirit
that surrounded them, were induced to resign, to

avoid the resentment of their revolutionary neigh-
bors.

The Ami du Peuple, published at Montreal, on the

evening of the 31st of October,states that in consequence
of resolutions passed at Napierville on the 29th, a mob,
headed by Dr. Cote, had gone to the houses of some
militia officers in the county of L'Acadie and forced

them to resign their commissions.

One of the resolutions is as follows :

11

Resolved, That all those who wish to live among
the inhabitants of this parish be invited to resign,
without delay, the different commissions which they
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hold under the present Government, and that we will

consider, as suspected, (regarderons d'un mauvais o?i7,)

those who may continue to hold commissions under Lord
Gosford.

" Several of the officers, it appears, resigned in con-

sequence; one, Mr. Timoleon Quesnel, is mentioned as

having yielded only after threatened violence on a sec-

ond visit."

Instances of this description were now very common

throughout the district of'-Montreal.

There were also indications in some parts of the Dis-

trict of Quebec of a spirit of violence, but not of an

extent to create uneasiness. The focus and hot-bed

of this feeling seems to have been at St. Thomas, some

thirty miles below Quebec, on the south side of the St.

Lawrence, as may be gathered from the following ex-

tracts from a Quebec paper of July :

" We understand that a police officer was sent with

warrants from the Police Office of this city on Tuesday
last to apprehend Dr. **** and two other persons of

St. Thomas, who, in their great zeal to uphold the sov-

ereignty of the people, seized upon and ill-treated a loy-
al habitant who was passing their meeting, at which the

great Papineau was present, and had the temerity io

shout Vive le Roi, Vive I'Anglais, for which treason-

able offence he was obliged by the Dr. and his mobocrat

associates to ask pardon. The Doctor and one of the

persons were arrested, but the other was absent and has

not yet been taken. Bail was given, but the affair is

now brought under the cognizance of the law, and they
will be duly proceeded against at the Criminal Term
for this district to be held in September next."

Again,
" The Old Quebec Gazette has published the affida-

vits of ****** and *******
;

both residing in

the parish of L'Islet, and' establishing the cowardly

outrage committed upon them by a certain ****
***** *****^ of t_ Thomas, one ******* and
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one *### ##*#
;
both of the same place, shop-keepers.

These documents fully corroborate our former statement.

The offensive words uttered by Leon Morin, were
Hourra ! pour le Roy Anglais ! Nous avons toujours
bien vecu avec-les anglais, et nous viverons toujours
bien ensemble." And for this exclamation they were

pursued by the gallant patriots, who had about three

hundred assistants ready to execute their orders were
forced to return, and, in fear of their lives, to apologize
for having uttered words so offensive to these loyal per-

sonsthey were abused and ill-treated, and then per-
mitted to proceed."*

Among those militia officers who have been cited by
the Governor to account for their conduct and discourses

at the so called
" anti-concercion" meetings, was Mr.

Speaker Papineau himself, who held the rank of Major,
and to whom a letter, copy whereof is given below, was
addressed on the subject. His answer was brief, and

any thing, it must be admitted, but courteous.f
Mr. Papiueau was consequently dismissed from the

militia, by a General Order, a few days after the date

of this letter. A multitude of other militia officers

were in like manner dismissed shortly after.

* In *he prevailing pbrenzy, (for such neither more nor less

it really was,) instances of the kind need create no surprise.
Some of those who, in the war of 1812 were among the fore-

most of the truly patriotic men of that day, in defending
their country against foreign aggression, we now, in the furor
of the epoch, the most deeply imbued with this spurious pa-
triotismjand revolutionary mania.

t" CASTLE OF ST. LEWIS,
"
QUEBEC, nth Jurist, 18 37."

"
SIR, The attention of the Governor-in-Chief having late-

ly been called to a report contained in the Vindica'or news-

paper of the 16ch May last, of the proceedings of a meeting
held on the previous day at St. Laurent, in which 'you are
stated to have taken an active part, and where resolutions
were passed, some of which distinctly recommended a viola-
tion of the Laws, I am directed by his Excellency to call up-
on you as one holding a commission in the militia, to state
whether you were present at that meeting, and concurred in
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The demise of his late Majesty had the effect of de-

laying the measures relating to Canada contemplated by
the home Government, in accordance with the resolves

of Parliament, previously noticed. We find the follow-

ing in the report ofparliamentary debates;that took place
with respect to Canada shortly after the Queen's acces-

sion :

" Lord J. Russell observed with respect to the

resolutions affecting Canada, they had been approved
of by a large majority of that House, and without any
dissent in the House of Lords

; but, at the same

time, he was very unwilling, at the commencement
of a new reign (Cries of '

hear, hear,') to propose,
as almost a single measure, which, although he

thought it absolutely necessary, was one that bore a

the resolutions there passed ;
and if so, I am to enquire whe-

ther you have any explanation to offer in this matter."
" I have the honor to be, Sir,

" Your most obedient
" Humble servant.

" S. WALCOTT,
" Civil Secretary." The Hon. L. J. Papinean,

"
Major 3rd Batt. Montreal Militia,

"
Montreal."

The Hon L. J. Popineau's reply to the above.
"
MONTREAL, 14th August, 1837."

"
SIR, The pretension of the Governor to interrogate me

respecting my conduct at St. Laurent on the 15th May last,

is an impertinence which I repel with contempt and silence.
"

I, however, take the pen merely to tell the Governor thnt
it is false that any of the resolutions adopted at the meeting
of the county of Montreal, held at St. Laurent on the 15lh

May last, recommend a violation of the laws, as in his ignor-
ance he may believe, or as he, at least, asserts."

" Your obedt. servant,
L. J. PAPINEAT;.

"Samuel Walcott,
" Civil Secretary."

In the resolutions passed at the meeting alluded to, at St.

Laurent,(countyof Montreal,)His Excellency was characteris-

ed as a "traitor" and "hypocrite" no flatteiing epithets

certainly.
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harsh and coercive character. (Hear.) It was a Bill

that might probably be ultimately necessary, but he did

not think it was absolutely necessary that they should

proceed with it during the present session. (Hear.) He
hoped the Assembly of Lower Canada would be induced

to consider seriously the resolutions that had been pass-

ed by both Houses of Parliament, and thence be led to

see that the claims they had put forward were incom-

patible with the relations between the colony and the

Mother Country. At the same time he begged it to be

understood, that he was eonceeding nothing to the Can-

adians, as to their propositions for organic changes;
and he trusted that other views would animate the

Assembly at their next sitting. But the Bill being
abandoned for the present, it would be necessary to have

a vote of credit for paying the judges and other officers

in the colony, to be repaid out of the chest of the trea-

sury in Lower Canada, should the House of Assembly
not vote the sum itself."

The Earl of Gosford having received instructions

from the Minister, issued his proclamation on the

9th July, convoking the Provincial Parliament for

the 18th of August, and the representatives accord-

ingly met at Quebec on the appointed day. The

attire, (en etoffe du pnys, or homespun) and grotesque

appearance of several of the more patriotic members,
on their arrival at the seat of government, was the

subject of general remark and amusement.* The

*" A number of Her Majesty's lieges ofthis city, ourselves

among the number, are still suffering from '

pains in the

sides,' occasioned by their cachinatory powers having been

cruelly overrated and worked upon yesterday about noon, by
a number of individuals who arrived from Montreal in the
steamer Canada, These were no other than Members of the
House of Assembly attired in etoffe du pays, conformably to

general orders lately issued from smuggling head quarters." Mr. Rodier's dress excited the greatest attention, being
unique, with the exception of a pair of Berlin gloves, viz. :

frock coat of granite colored etoffe dupays ; inexpressibles and
Test of the same material, striped blue and white

;
straw hat
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story of this session, if session it can be called, is soon

told. His Excellency opened the Parliament with
the following speech, the last pronounced from the vice-

regal throne to- a Lower Canada House of llepresenta-
tives :

''Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" In obedience to the Royal commands signified to

me through the Principal Secretary of State for the

Colonies, I have convened you at this unusual period
for the purpose of communicating to you the proceedings
that since the last Session have taken place in the Im-

perial Parliament, and the resolutions that have been
therein adopted, on the affairs of this Province.

" This course has been prescribed to me in order
to afford the House of Assembly, before that resolu-

and beet shoes, with a pair of home-made socks, completed
the outre attire. Mr. Rodier, it was remarked, bad no shirt 011,

Laving doubtless been unable to smuggle or manufacture ons.'
" Dr. O'Callaghan's

'

rig out' was second only to that of Mr.
-Rodier, being complete with the exception of hat, boots,gloves,
shirt [Ae had a shirt !] and spectacles.

' Mr. Perrault Smalls and waistcoat of Ihe prevailing
material

;
remainder of attire composed of real British duty-

paying articles.
" Mr. Viger (Beau Vigor). Vest only, as far as we could as-

cot tain, ofetoffe."
" Mr. Meilleur. Same as Mr. Perrault."
" Mr. De Witt. Do do do."
" Mr. Cherrier. Do do do"
" Mr. Duvernay. Do do do"
" Mr. Jobin. Complete with the exception of boots, shirl

and spectacles.'
1

" Dr. Cote. A full suit of linsey- woolsey, viz. : grey frock-

coat, trimmed with black
;
unmentionables and vest of the

same material.striped blue and white :
' a shocking bad hat,' so

worn that it was impossible to distinguish any traces by
which the country in which it was manufactured could be as-

certained. Dr. Cote stumbled upon the block avoided by Mr.

Rodier, and sported hose, shirt, spectacles, shoes, &c., of vile

British manufacture and materials.

"Mr. Lafontaine.Same nsBeau Figer." Quebec Mercury.
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tiou which relates to the payment of the arrears now
due for the civil service of this Government shall

have assumed the binding shape of a law, an oppor-

tunity of reconsidering the course which, for the last

four years, they have thought it expedient to pursue
with respect to the financial difficulties of the Province,
and in the earnest hope that -by a timely inter-

vention of this Legislature, the exercise of the power
intended to be entrusted to the head of the Local

Government, may be rendered unnecessary- a result

for the attainment of which Her Majesty's Governr

ment would willingly make every sacrifice, save that

of the honor of the Crown and the integrity of

the Empire.
" Since the receipt of the Instructions, to which

I have alluded, the mournful intelligence has reach-

ed us of the demise of our late deservedly beloved

Monarch.
k

" Few Kings have reigned more in the affections

of their subjects than William IV. The warm and

lively interest he always took in every matter connect-

ed with the welfare of His Canadian subjects,
cannot fail to increase their feeling of regret for His
loss.

" The accession of our present Gracious Sovereign,

Queen Victoria, to the Throne of the British Empire,
has not produced any alteration in the course that had
been previously prescribed for my adoption.

" The Reports of the Royal Commissioners on the

several subjects which came under their investigation

during their stay in Lower Canada, having been laid

before the two Houses of Parliament, a series of resolu-

tions, ten in number, were shortly afterwards introduced

by the Ministers relative to the affairs of this Province,

copies of which I will communicate to you in the usual

way at the earliest opportunity.
" The principal objects of these resolutions are to

declare :
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"
1st. That in the existing state of Lower Canada,

it is unadvisable to make the Legislative Council elec-

tive, but that it is expedient to adopt measures for se-

curing to that branch of the Legislature a greater de-

gree of public confidence.
"
2ndly. That while it is expedient to improve the

composition of the Executive Council, it is unadvisable

to subject it to the responsibility demanded by the

House of Assembly.
"
Srdly. That the legal title of the British American

Land Company to the land they hold under their Char-

ter, and an Act of the Imperial Parliament, ought to be
maintained inviolate.

"
4-thly. That as soon as this Legislature shall make

provision by law for discharging lands from feudal dues

and services, and for removing any doubts as to the in-

cidents of the Tenures of Land in free and common

s^occage, it is expedient to repeal the Canada Tenures

Act, and the Canada Trade Act, so far as the latter re-

lates to the Tenures of Land in this Province, saving,

nevertheless, to all persons the rights vested in them un-

der or by virtue of those Acts.
"

5thly. That for defraying the arrears due on account

of the established and customary charges of the Ad-
ministration of Justice and of the Civil Government
of the Province, it is expedient that after applying
for that purpose such balance as should, on the 10th

day of April last,- be in the hands of the Receiver

General, arising from the hereditary, territorial and
casual revenues of the Crown, the Governor of the

Province be empowered to issue, out of any other

monies in the hands of the Receiver General, such fur-

ther sums as shall be necessary to effect the payment
of such arrears and charges up to the 10th April
last.

"
6thly. That it is expedient to place at the dis-

posal of this Legislature the net proceeds of the here-

ditary, territorial and casual revenues arising within
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the Province, in case the said Legislature shall see fit

to grant a Civil List for defraying the charges of the

Administration of Justice, and for the maintenance

and unavoidable expenses of certain of the principal
officers of the Civil Government of the Province, and

"
Lastly, that it is expedient that the Legislatures

of Lower and Upper Canada respectively, be author-

ized to make provision for the joint regulation and

adjustment of questions respecting their trade and com-

merce, and of other questions wherein they have a com-

mon interest.
"
Having thus laid before you an outline of the mea-

sures contemplated by the resolutions which were

passed after full discussion in the House of Commons

by large majorities, and in the House of Peers without

a division, I proceed, in obedience to the Royal Com-

mands, to assure you that it was with the deepest

regret and reluctance that Her Majesty's Government

yielded to the necessity of invoking the interference

of Parliament, in order to meet the pressing difficul-

ties which other resources had failed to remove in the

administration of the affairs of the Province. But
with a view to abstain, as much as possible, from any
interference which is not imperatively demanded by
the force of existing circumstances, Her Majesty's
Ministers have determined not to submit to the pre-
sent Parliament the Bills to be founded on the resolu-

tions of which I have just spoken. Yet as they cannot

overlook the necessity of making immediate "provision
for the discharge of the debt from the Civil Govern-
ment of this Province, they have resolved to propose
to the House of Commons that a vote of credit should

be passed for the advance, by the way of loan, from
British Funds, of the sum required for the payment of
the debt.

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
" The accounts showing the payments that have been

made since the close of the Session in March, 1836,
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out of the revenues at the disposal of the Crown, in

part liquidation of the large arrears then due in re-

spect of the civil establishment of the Province, shall,

as soon as possible, be submitted to you, with every

explanation that you may desire, and I can supply.
I have, likewise, in obedience to the injunctions I have

received, directed that an account of the balance of

arrears owing on the 10th April last for official sala-

ries, and the other ordinary expenditure of the local

Government, be made and laid before you, with an

estimate for the current half year, and in recommend-

ing as I do most earnestly these matters to your early
and favorable consideration, I am commanded to

express to you, at the same time, the anxious hope
that the Governor of this Province may not be

compelled to exercise the power with which the Im-

perial Parliament has declared its intention of invest-

ing him, in order to discharge the arrears due in

respect of public services, for the payment of which

the faith of the Crown has been repeatedly pledged.
The chief object, therefore, for which you are now called

together, is to afford you an opportunity by granting
the requisite supplies of rendering unnecessary, on the

part of the Imperial Parliament, any further action on

the 8th of the series of resolutions to which I have

alluded; and it will, I can assure you, be to me a

matter of unmixed satisfaction, should you resolve to

concede to the united voice of the British people, as

expressed- through the several branches of their Leg-

islature, that which you have not thought it expedient
to yield to the solicitation of the Executive Government
alone.

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

" I am further commanded to express to you the

earnest desire of Her Majesty's Government to co-

operate with you in the removal of every obstacle to
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the beneficial working of the existing Constitution,
and in the correction of every defect which time and

experience have developed in the laws and institu-

tions of the Province, er in the administration of its
x

government ;
and I am, also, to assure you of a

prompt attention on the part of Her Majesty's Gov-

ernment to every representation which may proceed
from you, tending to effect improvements of this

nature, calculated to strengthen the connexion sub-

sisting between Great Britain and Lower Canada, by
the promotion of the welfare and interests of all classes

of Her Majesty's subjects in this Province.
" At the time the summons was issued for assem-

bling you on this day I had every reason to believe

that it would have been in my power to announce to

you, as effected, those alterations which you may
gather from the resolutions of which I have spoken,
it is intended to effect in the composition of the

Executive and Legislative Councils, but the inter-

ruption occasioned by the demise of His late Majesty,
to the progress of public business in the Imperial
Parliament and the prospect of its early dissolution,

have prevented the Ministers of the Crown from at

once perfecting the measures they have in contem-

plation. These measures, therefore, are not forsaken,
but only unavoidably suspended for a session, and I

trust I shall, at no very distant period, be enabled to

appeal to the changes introduced into the two Councils,
as well as to other salutary arrangements, as a proof of

the sincerity with which Her Majesty's Government are

disposed to carry into effect the intentions they have ex-

pressed on these points.
" Since the end of the last session, several local

Acts have expired, and I would suggest for your
consideration the expediency of renewing such oi

them as may have proved useful. I would moreover

especially invite your attention to the Acts relating
to the district of St. Francis, the duration of which
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is limited to the end of the session of the Provincial Par-

liament next after the first of May last.
" The severe distress which, in consequence of the

partial or total failure of the crops, was experienced

during the last winter in several parts of the Pro-

vince, induced me, upon the urgent representations
I received on the subject, and in order to avert the

approaches of famine, to grant out of the public
funds that succour which the means of the suffering
inhabitants were inadequate to afford. Nor did I

hesitate, in the pressing emergency of the case, to

assume this responsibility, encouraged by the liber-

alty you have displaced on similar occasions. In

granting, however, such assistance, security was in

each case taken for the re-payment of the monies so

advanced, in the event of your declining to sanction

the transaction. These advances amount in the whole

to about 5,600, for which, as well as for the sum I

issued for the preservation of the public works on the

Chambly Canal, and for the maintenance Of the quaran-
tine establishment, I trust you will see no objection to

grant an indemnity. Such of the documents and vou-

chers connected with the several disbursements as are

not already before you, shall be submitted to you with

as little delay as possible.
" In conclusion, Gentlemen, I shall repeat my deter-

mination to adhere to those principles which I laid down
for my guidance when I first addressed you.

"
They are calculated, I conscientiously believe,

to promote the real interests of the country, and to

secure to all classes of Her Majesty's Canadian sub-

jects,
those rights, privileges and liberties which the

epirit of the constitution was intended to impart, and

which every friend to that constitution is bound to sup-

port and maintain."

The Assembly, immediately after the delivery of

His Excellency's speech, . resolved, on motion of Mr.

Morin,
"
to take into consideration the state of the



Province." No business, in the determination to

strike, was taken up except the Address, which being

agreed upon as follows, was presented on the twenty-
sixth of August, the eighth day after that of the open-

ing of the session, to H is Excellency :

I

"
May it please Your Excellency,

"
We, Her Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the

Commons of Lower Canada in Provincial Parliament

assembled, humbly thank your Excellency for your

Speech from the Throne at the opening of the pre-

sent session. We assure your Excellency that at

whatever season we may be called upon to perform
the duties entrusted to us by the people of the Pro-

vince, no personal inconvenience will prevent our

labouring, as our first and most important occupa-

tion, to ensure the liberties and happiness of our

fellow subjects, to remove the evils which have

pressed, and still continue in a more aggravated form

to press upon them, and to protect them against the

system' which has corrupted the Provincial Govern-

ment, and has been sufficiently powerful not only to

cause the Mother Country to refuse all justice to the

people with regard to their demands and ours for the

improvement of their political institutions, and for

the reform of abuses, but to urge on the highest

metropolitan authorities from whom we looked for

justice and protection, to acts of violence, to a viola-

tion of the most sacred and best established rights of

the Canadian people and of this Legislature, and to

the destruction of the very foundations of Govern-
ment. We are, then, bound by our duty, frankly to

declare to your Excellency, under the solemn cir-

cumstances in which we are placed, and after full

and calm deliberation, that since the time when we
were last called to meet in Provincial Parliament, we
have seen in the conduct and proceedings of the

Metropolitan Government, and of the Colonial Ad-
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ministration towards this country, nothing which
could re-establish in the people the confidence and affec-

tion which the long and fatal experience of the past has

almost destroyed; but that, on the contrary, every
recent event has tended to eiface what remained of these

feelings, and to consolidate, in opposition to the liberties,

interests and wishes of the people, the Colonial Olig-

archy factiously combined against them, and the hither-

to unbridled and uncontrolled sway of the Colonial Min-
isters in Downing Street.

" The avowal which it has pleased your Excellency
to make to us, that the disposition of the authorities

and of Parliament with regard to us, and the op-

pressive and unconstitutional measures which have
been the result, are the consequences of the recom-
mendations made by certain pretended authorities

known by the name of the Royal Commissioners, has
convinced us of the correctness of the opinions we
have heretofore expressed with regard to this Com-

mission, which, constituted and acting under no law,
and without regard to law, and bound beforehand by
its instructions to the partial views and narrow policy
of the British Ministry in the government of the

colonies, could not possibly co-operate in doing justice
to the inhabitants of this Province, and in establishing
their institutions, their liberties and their prospects for

the future, on the solid basis of their wishes and their

wants, as well as on the principles of the constitution.

We were therefore in nowise astonished at discovering
in the productions of this pretended commission nothing
but preconceived opinions, prejudices at variance with

its mission and its duty, ideas ofgovernment founded on

data utterly foreign to the country, or at finding it fo-

menting divisions and national distinctions, forgetful of

constitutional principles, calumniating the provincial

representation, and practising deception towards this

House and towards the people. We are bound espe-
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cially to notice in the reports in question one essen-

tial and paramount contradiction which pervades

every part of them, and forms their essence. It is,

that, -while they admit the reality of the greater

portion of the abuses and grievances of which we
have complained, the Commissioners do not recom-

mend their removal and the destruction of the causes

which have produced them, but an act of aggression

against this House which has denounced them, and

the absolute destruction of the representative govern-
ment in the Province, by the illegal and violent

spoliation of the public moneys of the people, by the

Ministers or by the Parliament; whereas it was the

duty of the Commission and of the Mother Country
to assist this House in the entire removal of these

evils, and in rendering their recurrence impossible,

by constituting the second branch of the Legisla-
ture by means of the elective principle, by repeal-

ing all laws and privileges unjustly obtained, and by
ensuring the exercise of the powers and legitimate
control of this House over the internal affairs of the

Province, and over all matters relative to its territory
and the wants of its inhabitants, and more especially
over the public revenue raised therein.

" These remarks will render unnecessary a portion
of those which we might have been led to make on

the series of resolutions spoken of by your Excel-

lency, and which being proposed by Lord John

Russell, one of the Ministers of the Crown, were

adopted by the two Houses of the Parliament of the

United Kingdom. We perceive in this measure on
the one hand, a formal and total refusal of the reforms

and improvements demanded by this House, and by
the people, and, on the other, an abuse of the powers
of Parliament, for the purpose of destroying the laws
and constitution of this Province by force, violating
with regard to us the most sacred and solemn engage-

ments, and of thereby establishing irremediably on
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the ruina of our liberties, and in place of the legiti-

mate, efficient and constitutional control which

this House, and the people through it, have a right
to exercise over all the branches of the Executive

Government, corruption and intrigue, the pillage of

the revenue, and the self-appropriation of the best

resources of the country by the colonial functionaries

and their dependants, the domination and ascendancy
of the few, and the oppression and servitude of the mass

of the inhabitants of this Province, without distinction

of class or of origin.
" It is our duty, therefore, to tell the Mother Coun-

try, that if she carries the spirit of these resolutions

into effect in the Government of British America,
and of this Province in particular, her supremacy
therein will no longer depend upon the feelings of

affection, of duty 'and of mutual interest which would
best secure it, but on physical and material force,

an element dangerous to the governing party,, at

the same time that it subjects the governed to a

degree of uncertainty as to their future existence and

their dearest interests, which is scarcely to be found
under the most absolute governments of civilized

Europe. And we had humbly believed it impossible
that this state of permanent jeopardy, of hatred and
of division, could be wittingly perpetrated by Eng-
land on the American continent; and that the liberty
and welfare of every portion of the Empire were too

dear to the independent body of the English people
to allow them to prefer maintaining, in favor of the func-

tionaries accused by the people of this Province, the

system which has hitherto been its bane.
"

If, even before the opening of the present

session, we had been undeceived in this fond hope

by public report, if we had little expectation that a

sudden change in the councils of the Empire should

place us at once in possession of the benefits of the

constitutive reforms which we had declared to be
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essential, and such as would alone be sufficient, it

was still natural that we should most anxiously look

forward to our being called together in Parliament,
because it was to be supposed, at least, that most

important reforms had been effected in the adminis-

tration of the Government, and that others were

speedily to follow them : We have learned with

fresh regret from your Excellency's speech, that no

such reforni has been effected, or will be so at any near

and determinate period : notwithstanding the so often

repeated pledges of the Government, Your Excel-

lency has been pleased to allude distantly to the

improvement of the personal composition . of the

Legislative and Executive Councils of this Province.

With regard to the Executive Council, we shall here

forbear any painful reflections on the unmodified

existence of that body, after it had been so solemnly

repudiated by your Excellency in the name of the

Crown, and on its co-operation with the other por-
tions of the Provincial Executive in a system of pre-
meditated corcion to effect the overthrow of the laws

and constitution, of incrimination, persecution, and

arbitrary removals from office, directed against the

mass of the people who remain faithful to the

true principles of the British Constitution, and who
have manifested their attachment to their assailed

liberties. We further represent, that the present

Executive, having, instead of performing its promises
of justice and the removal of abuses and grie-

vances, entered upon the dangerous and slippery

path which has been the ruin of preceding adminis-

trations, and having utterly alienated from it the

affection of an important portion of those of Her

Majesty's subjects most devoted to the liberty and
welfare of the country, in order to bestow its confi-

dence and that of the Government partially, on
those only" who flatter it, no longer possesses in

the person of its Chief or in those of its other mem-
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bers the capability of effecting the reforms indispen-

sably necessary as preliminaries to any arrangement
between the Government of the Mother Country aud
the colony, in a just, equitable, and impartial man-

ner, adapted to satisfy this House and the people,
and more especally to ensure between the several

branches of the Legislature that co-operation and
that uniformity of general views which we persist in

believing to be absolutely requisite. We Should have

hoped that as a pledge of the security of the Gov-

ernment, the Legislative Council would have been
so remodelled as to enable us to ascertain up to what

point it had been rendered capable of legislating

conformably with the wishes and wants of the people,
and to act according to the conclusion to which we

might have come on this important subject. This
essential reform having been omitted, we are bound to

declare that our duty towards the people by whom we
are sent here, imperiously requires us to follow, under

existing circumstances, the course adopted by us in our

Address of the thirteenth September, one thousand

eight hundred and thirty-six ;
we therefore persist there-

in, as well as in all the declarations and demands therein

contained.
" The reforms which your Excellency announces as

having been delayed, will, nevertheless, if effected, in a

spirit of justice and harmony, become a powerful motive
with us for examining whether the Legislative Council

in its present form of constitution, could even for a time

co-operate with us in a system of Legislation comfonn-

ably to the interests of the people, and of thereby

ascertaining whether it shall have been so remodelled

as to induce us to manifest confidence in Her Majesty's
Government.

" In our efforts to remove the evils which have

pressed upon our country, we have had recourse to

none but constitutional means, founded on the most

approved and best recognized principles. We have
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it so much at heart, to see the Government once

more deserve the public confidence,, that to assist it in

attaining that confidence we should recoil before no sac-

rifice but that of the liberties or of the honor of the

people. We have given proof of this disposition, even

of late, whenever we have been able to entertain a hope
that we were thereby aiding to advance the prosperity
of the country. But we declare, that in the present

conjuncture we have not been able to derive from your
Excellency's speech, or from any other source, any mo-
tive for departing even momentarily from our deter-

mination to withhold the supplies until the grievances
of the country are redressed.

" Your Excellency acknowledges that the chief object
for which we are now convened, is to afford us an

opportunity by granting the supplies, of preventing
their being violently taken under an Act of the Im-

perial Parliament founded on resolutions already adopt-
ed. In the absence of any other motive for thus re-

curring to our authority, than the tardy consideration

of the character of those resolutions as well as of

the act of which they might form the basis, Her

Majesty's Government might, we humbly conceive, have

recollected that those resolutions are not our work,
that we had already fully deliberated on the de-

mand made to us by your Excellency, and that while

we have not before us any act, or even any hope
which can promise a mitigation of the evils under
which the people are suffering, we should not be

justifiable in placing in the hands of hostile powers
the means of aggravating and perpetuating those

evils.

" There could exist, then, no considerations but

such as might be dectated by a servile fear foreign to

our mandate and derogatory to the character of the

people, to induce us to be wanting to our duty
in the present instance, by ratifying the violation of the

rights of our constitutents, and of this House, by the
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British authorities, and by taking on ourselves the

responsibility of the consequences which might result

from it. We leave this responsibility to those who
have assumed it, and strong in the justice of our cause

we rely, as we have heretofore done, on Providence, on

the public and private virtues of all classes of the peo-

ple, on their constancy, their perseverance, and their

attachment to the principles of order and liberty which,

following their example, we have unceasingly striven to

maintain.

" In thus expressing our wish that a commencement
of reform had tended to re-establish confidence, we can-

not have been misunderstood as to the motives which
actuate us. We repeat, nevertheless, that we shall re-

gard all administrative measures whatsoever as insuffi-

cient permanently and effectively to ensure the peace,

security and happiness of the Province
;
and that the

essential and constitutive reforms which we have de-

manded, and especially the application of the elective

principle to the Legislative Council, the repeal of all

undue privileges and monopolies, and of injurious laws

passed in England, the free exercise of the rights and

privileges of this legislature and of this House in parti-

lar, and the establishment of a popular and responsible

government, are the only means by which the advan-

tages herein before mentioned can be ensured, or the

political connexion with Great Britain rendered benefi-

cial to the people of Canada.

" It is, therefore, our ardent wish that the resolu-

tions adopted by the two Houses of Parliament

may be rescinded, as attacking the rights and liber-

ties of this Province, as being of a nature to per-

petuate bad Government, corruption and abuse of

power therein, and as rendering more just and legi-

timate the disaffection and opposition of the peo-

ple. If this return by the Government of the Mother

Country to what we consider its duty towards
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this colony, should take place under the Reign of Her
Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, we are unable

td express to your Excellency how warmly we should

congratulate ourselves on having persevered in claiming

justice for the people, notwithstanding the peculiar ob-

stacles and difficulties which have tended to deter us.
" The special and local subjects pointed out by your

Excellency, wid in particular the advances of public

money made to relieve the distress in certain parts of

the Province, and for other purposes, will form the sub-

ject of our deliberations as soon as circumstances will

permit, and whenever we shall be no longer prevented
From considering them."*
To this Address (presented on the 26th of August)

His Excellency answered :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly;
" The Address which you have just presented to

*
(IN COMMITTEE)

" Mr. Sfuart proposed the following resolutions in amend-
ment to the motion of Mr. Morin, that his draught of the
Address in answer to His Excellency's Speech should be read

paragraph by paragraph. The Hon. member (Mr. S.) stated
at the same time that it was his intention, if theyshould meet
the concurrence of the House, to move that the resolutions

should then be referred, with the Speech, to a Special Com-
mittee te prepare an Address in conformity therewith :

" 'That in the present state of this Province it is the duty
of this House in so far as depends upon it, to provide for the

most pressing wants of the Province, and the support of Her
ilajesty's Government. Yeas, 13 Nays, 63

" 'That it is the duty of the House to maintain its fidelity
to the Crown, and to support the connexion of this Province
with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland

;
us-

ing the same time all constitutional means for the removal of
the obstacles which have hitherto retarded the advancement
and prosperity of the Province, and of securing to Her Majes-
ty's subjects therein a better and more efficient Government
than they now have.'

"A long debate took place on the 1st Resolution, in which
the Speaker, Messrs. Gugy, Cote, De Bleury, Lafontaine, Ro-
dier, Clapham and others took part, and on a division there-
solution was negatived. Yeas, 16 Nays, 61."
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me I shall lose no time in transmitting for the inform-

ation of Her Majesty's Government, I cannot, how-

ever, refrain from expressing the deep concern and

regret which I experience at learning from it that you
persist in your determination to deprive the country
of the benefits of domestic legislation, until all the

demands you have urged shall have been granted
demands which it is not in the power of the Executive
Government to grant, and which on being submitted at

your request to the judgment of the highest authorities

of the Empire, they have solemnly declared it is inex-

pedient to grant.
" The voluntary and continued abandonment of

your functions as one branch of the Local Legisla-

ture, notwithstanding the assurance you have re-

ceived from the high authorities to whom you have

appealed, that improvements will be made in the

Executive and Legislative Councils, while it daily
increases the evils under which the Province labors,

is at the same time a virtual annihilation of the con-

stitution under which that Legislature derives its exis-

tence.
"
Being thus unhappily denied that assistance

which I had hoped to receive from the representa-
tives of the people for relieving the country from its

pressing difficulties, it only remains for me to assure

you that I shall exercise, to the best of my judgment
the powers vested in me as the Representative of our

Sovereign, for the preservation of the rights and the ad-

vancement of the interests and welfare of all classes of

Her Majesty's Canadian subjects."
He then immediately, after the Members had re-

tired from his presence, issued a proclamation pro-

roguing the Parliament, as Lord Dalhousie, on a

particular occasion, (with respect to the Speakership,)
had done, and they met no more. It had become

necessary, owing to the recent demise of the Crown
that the Members of the Legislature should, previous
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to the opening of the session, take the oath of allegi-

ance to the new Sovereign. This was spoken of by
several as an unnecessary and idle form that ought
to be dispensed with

; finding it, however, indispen-

sable, it was taken reluctantly, and, it is said, not

without undisguised degout by Mr. Speaker Papineau
and his more enthusiastic followers, and accordingly
the value they attached to it will shortly be seen.

Several of them, it is painful to observe, were in open
insurrection against her authority, and firing upon
her troops in less than four months after thus

solemnly pledging themselves to their just allegiance

to the Crown and young Sovereign of England, and

to the maintenance and support of her Government in

Canada.

Upon the demise of the late King, and Her

Majesty's accession to the Throne, a solemn Te Deum
was chaunted in the Roman Catholic Parish Churches

throughout the Province. It was, however, but ill

received in several of the Parishes in the District of

Montreal. Pointe aux Trembles, St. Isidore, and

Vaudreuil, were particularly noticed by l&e reform
or patriotic papers for their zeal in disturbing these

loyal demonstrations of the Clergy in this respect,
some of whom were threatened with popular violence

for it. It was pretended by the patriots, that this

pious and loyal act of thanksgiving to the supreme
Ruler of the Universe, chaunting the Te Deum in a

Roman Catholic Church in honor of Her Majesty's
accession, and, by the same rule, the offering up of

prayer for the Queen, the Royal family, and the two
Houses of Parliament, converted the Church into a

political conventicle. The seditious hypocrites, thus

pretending to take offence on the score of respect
for religion and the sanctity of the place, rising from
their seats, and retiring from the Churches on the

occasion, were nevertheless themselves, be it ob-

served, in the constant habit of addressing the
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assembled habitants on Sundays at the Church doors

immediately after Divine Service in the forenoon,

preaching
" notre nationalite" and vehemently in-

citing them to treason and insurrection, towards the

consummation of it, as a duty and a virtue.

In addition to the loyal movements at Montreal
and Quebec already noticed, and others in the Town-

ships inhabited by persons of British birth or origin,
one took place in Glengary, Upper Canada, soon after

the prorogation, deserving of notice, in which the loyal
Scotch Highlanders, or inhabitants of Highland descent,

chiefly constituting the population of that country, un-

equivocally expressed themselves, and in a manner cheer-

ing to their countrymen, and to the loyal inhabitants

generally in Lower Canada.
The following are the resolutions passed on the oc-

casion :

"
Resolved, That as faithful subjects of Her Ma-

jesty our most gracious Queen, and bound alike by
duty and inclination to maintain Her Government in

and over this portion of her dominions
;
we cannot

but view with extreme concern and regret various

proceedings, prompted principally by persons con-

nected with the Legislature in our sister Province,
intended by their movers, and avowed to be so

intended, to bring about a revolution in these Pro-

vinces, and if possible, a separation from the Mother

Country.
"
Resolved, That while we disclaim any desire to

interfere in the internal affairs of our sister Province,
we cannot be insensible that the interests of Upper
and Lower Canada are inseparably connected, and

that any violent political struggle or convulsion in

the one, must necessarily extend to and involve the

pther, and that it, therefore, becomes not only a

matter of prudence, but of duty on the part of all

loyal subjects in this Province, plainly to declare, as

the county of Glengary now unequivocally does,
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that every effort OD their part will be used, at all

times and under all circumstances, to discountenance

all seditious and trasonable practices, and to put down

any attempt at revolution, wherever the same may
originate.

"Resolved, That the recent proceedings of the

House of Assembly of Lower Canada, and the claims

and pretensions set forth in the answer of that body
to the speech of His Excellency the Governor in

Chief, at the opening of the late session, cannot

leave room to doubt, if any doubt previously existed,
that it is the determination of the leading Members
of the Assembly, to accept of nothing less than an

absolute surrender of all control on the part of the

Government of the Mother Country, and an abandon-

ment of the principles on which monarchical institutions

are founded.
"
Resolved, That while we anxiously desire that

the blessings of good government should be enjoyed

by all classes of our fellow subjects, and to that end

would rejoice at the removal of any well grounded
cause of complaint, we can perceive but little reason

to hope that any change for the better can proceed

from, or be brought about by men, who, professing
the strongest attachment to the interests of the people
at large, too plainly exhibit in the two Provinces,
that they are influenced by considerations wholly

apart from the public welfare, and who, disregarding
the solemn obligations of an oath of allegiance, strive,

by every means within their reach, to create discontent

and disloyalty, and to overturn the Government to which

they have sworn to be faithful.
"
Resolved, That whatever evils may exist in the

Government of these Provinces, and we have yet to

learn that any form of government is exempt from
some evils, we are firmly persuaded that it is the

anxious desire of the Imperial Government, to adopt
towards these colonies such a course as shall be best
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calculated to promote the peace, welfare aiid good

government of their inhabitants, and that we are too

sensible of the advantages which we now enjoy, under

the fostering care of one of the greatest and freest na-

tions of the earth, to desire or seek a change in our

political condition.
" Resolved. That this meeting express in their

own name, and that of all the loyal inhabitants of

the country, their utter disgust at the insolent dis-

regard of the respect due to his station, exhibited to

His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, by persons within

his Government, and especially by the Speaker of the

House of Assembly, from whose high station a more
discreet and decent line of conduct might reasonably
be expected.

"
Resolved, That an Address, founded on these

resolutions, be presented to His Excellency Sir

Francis Bond Head, Lieutenant Governor of this

Province, respectfully praying him to communicate
the same to His Excellency the Governor in Chief,
with an expression of the determination of the loyal
inhabitants of Glengary, to stand firm by the Throne
and Altar, and cordially co-operate with him in main-

taining unsevered the connexion so happily subsist-

ing between Great Britain and her American colo-

nies."

The Constitutional Association of Montreal issued

on the 4th of September
" an Address on the Legis-

lative Union of Upper and Lower Canada," more able

and interesting from its statistics than any that hitherto

had appeared upon the subject.*

While, however, the constitutionalists were pre-

paring for the coming emergency, the work of treason

was not less actively and openly carried on. A num-
ber ofyoung sot disant patriots at Montreal associated

themselves under the title of "fits de la liberte," (Som
Appendix, letter F.
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of Liberty,} assembling as a military corps, with fire-

arms, and drilling, as if sanctioned by the authorities of

the "
nation," issuing also a manifesto (imitating, in

style and pretensions, that of the famous Declaration of

American independence) declaratory of the causes and

objects of their arming and organization. This piece of

fanfaronade was pompously displayed in the "
patriotic"

papers, with forty-five names of those " Sons of Liber-

ty," (chiefly idle boys, stripling attornies, and merchants'

clerks,) as the substructure and corner stone of the fu-

ture CANADIAN KEPUBLIC, and the commencement of

a new and glorious era for Canada. ". The authority of a

parent state over a colony" says this truly mimic docu-

ment, memento of the rage and folly of the times " can

exist only during the pleasure of the colonists
;
for the

country being established and settled by them,, belongs
to them by right, and may be separated from ^foreign
connexion whenever the inconveniences resulting from an

Executive power residing abroad, ceasing to harmonize

with a local legislature, makes such a step necessary to

the inhabitants, for the pursuit of happiness."

Again,
" A separation has commenced between par-

ties which will never be cemented
;
but which will go on

increasing, until one of those sudden those unforeseen

events that attend the march of time, affords us a fit op-

portunity for assuming our rank among the independent

sovereignties of America. Two splendid opportunities
have been lost. Let us not be unprepared for the third.

A glorious destiny awaits the young men of these colo-

nies. Our fathers have passed a life of vexation in daily

struggles against every degree of despotism. As they

pass from the world they leave an inheritance improved

by their patriotic sacrifices. To us they commit the

noble duty ofcarrying onward their proud designs, which
in our day must emancipate our beloved country from
all human authority except that of the bold democracy
residing within its bosom."

In the county of Two Mountains, and in various other
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parts in the same district,
'

anti-coercion,'* or, more pro-

perly to speak, revolutionary meetings were also about the

same time held, in co-operation with the central perman-
ent committee at Montreal, and resolutions adopted to

dissolve Her Majesty's Law Courts, by superseding them

by local tribunals of popular creation, to which exclusive-

ly all matters of dispute among the inhabitants were to be

referred, and decided by them, it being understood that

their decision was to be final and binding.f These courts

* Mr. Neilson observes " These meetings, in the spirit of
imitation and deception which characterize the faction with
which they originate, are styled

'

anti-coercion meetings." If

meetings were held to oppose the measures of the House ofAs-

sembly, they might, in truth, be so styled, for that body alone
has as yet resorted to any coercive measures. They have

brought ruin on the country for the last three or four years by
an attempted coercion to effect a chancre of the established

constitution, and we believe there are few who expect they
will do any thing for affording relief. That will come, how-
ever, from the British Government and the loyal inhabitants of
the Province, who can now no longer be deceived as to the true

character of its disturbers." Quebec Gazette, 12th May, 1837.

t The violence in this country had manifested itself at an

early,'period of the present season, as may be understood by the

following extract from the Montreal Gazette of the 15th July :

" A gentlemen has just called on us, and states, upon the

authority of letters which he had received from St. Eustache,
in the course of the forenoon, that things are beginning to as-

snme an alarming aspect in that part of the country. The peo-
ple were flying into the village, alarmed at the appearance of
armed bodies of men coming from Grand Brule. Some of the

Scotch settlers of Cote St. Joseph had left their homes, leaving
their property to its fate. A large party had been parading
themselves armed on the Cote, uttering vengeance upon all

loyalists, because one of their party had been arrested by the

High Constable, and whom they intended to have rescued, but
were too late.
" Another house had been fired into on Wedaesday evening

in Cote St. Mary ;
and the house of one Piche and two others

had been broken. The servants ofa gentleman, while proceed-
ing to their work in the fields, were chased away, and told,that
if they would attempt to work,they should be shot. We are also

informed, that Messrs. * * * and *
,
with a large party

from Grand Brute, were firing off guns, and threatening ven-

g9auce upon all the loyal inhabitants in that neighbourhood.
"We are|informed on good authority,that although *he leaders
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were to be held by
" Pacificator Judges," [juges depaix

amiables compositeurs,] elected by the people ofthe par-

ish or other locality for which they were to be constitut-

ed.* The organization of a militiary force was a'so en-

joined.
" The military code" [says one of the papers of the

day]
" of this North West Republic ofLower Canada,

is comprised in the following resolutions :

"
Resolved, That the reformers who have begun to

drill, shall form themselves, in each parish, in voluntary

companies of militia, under the command of officers

elected by the militiamen, and shall be drilled in the

management of fire-arms, and in light infantry evolutions

and movements.
" Returns of such corps shall be transmitted,from time

to time, to the Permanent Committee, which binds itself

to provide for those ofthe said corps who shall distinguish
themselves by their good order and superior discipline,

whatever arms and accoutrements they may require.
" Officers of militia already dismissed by. the Gover-

nor in Chief, or who hereafter shall be deprived of their

commissions because of their patriotism, shall be re-elect-

ed by the militiamen. *

"
Reso/ved, That the proceedings of this sitting be

of the popular commotions in the County of Two Mountain84

continue their Sunday harangues at the Church doors
; yet

that they hare considerably abated in their lone of defiance,
since the report has been spread among them, that it was in

contemplation to send out some troops to keep the peace in

the disturbed quarters.
* " The Montreal Minerve of the 16th of October, gives an

account of a meeting at St. Joachim, in the County of the Two
Mountains, on the 15th. Laurent Aubry, dit Tecle, in the
chair

;
Dr. Chenier, Secretary, at which twenty-two persons

(whose names aie given) were elected Justices of the Peace

(paciJicaleurK) for four parishes.
" The first resolve was, that the permanent Committee of

the County was a legitimate body derived from the peoptejand
ought to be obeyed by all reformers

;
and it will be recollect-

ed that the said Parliament Committee had previously declar-
ed that all those who will not obey, are treated as public ent-
miet."Neil$on's Quebec Gazette, Oct. 20, 1837.
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Communicate 1 to the Central Committee at Montreal,
and published in the reform newspapers.

"
By order,

[Signed,] J. WATTS,
"
Corresponding Secretary."

The indications, not to be misunderstood, of a revol-

utionary purpose, induced the gentlemen at Montreal,
who had proposed the previous autumn to form a rifle

corps, again to tender their services to the Governor in

Chief in case of need. A deputation from Montreal ac-

cordingly waited upon his Excellency at Quebee, on the

7th of October, to whom he gave the following answer :

" I request you, gentlemen, to acquaint the petition-
ers who, through you, now tender their services to Her

Majesty, by desiring to be enrolled as a Volunteer Corps,
that although I must decline to accede to their proposal,

yet I derive much satisfaction from the assurance con-

veyed by the tenor of their petition, that, in the event

of any extraordinary municipal aid being required, I can

rely with confidence upon their loyalty and their attach-

ment to the principles of good order for any assistance

that may be necessary to support the laws, and preserve

public*tranquility ;
and I feel persuaded that the good

sense and reflection of the petitioners will at once supply
reasons of sufficient weight to secure their concurrence in

the soundness of the conclusion at which I have arrived."

To many of those who are not thoroughly acquainted
with the state of Lower Canada, and the agitated feeling
of the great majority of its inhabitants, at this period, it

may seem strange that the Executive did not take legal
measures to check the seditious spirit which now, more
or less, in all quarters of the Province manifested itself

but, iu the almost universal prevalence of disaffection, all

legal recourse would have been futile. The very sources

of justice were poisoned. The people, and their repre-

sentatives, the juries, the bar, the bench even, were all

tainted, more or less, with the political leprosy of the

times, and not to be relied upon for a sober and un
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biased verdict upon the guilt of any political culprit
who might have been selected as a fit subject for

example. The greater and more flagrant his guilt,
the greater probably would have been his merit in

the estimation of his judges, and with it the chances

of a verdict in his favor, and his acquittal in triumph and

with edat. The Government was palsied and power-

less, while its officials, unpaid for their services during
the four previous years, were in a state of despond-

ency. Many of them, their credit being exhausted,
were destitute of resources, and moreover uncertain

whether the next step of the Home Government, so

slow and uncertain in its movements, might not be,

by the abandonment of the country, to cast them
adrift to be dealt with according to the tender mer-

cies of the revolutionary faction, kept now in check only

by the British population in Quebec, Montreal, and the

Townships, who, it is true, feeling themselves sure of

support from their countrymen in the neighbouring

Provinces, also prepared for action with an ardour

worthy of their lineage.
It was clear from the spirit that universally pre-

vailed, worked up as it had been to phrenzy by the

ruling agitators, and rural demagogues in their inter-

ests, who in all quarters actively co-operated with them,
that nothing short of a crisis could restore to the Gov-
ernment its just and necessary authority, and equally
evident that the moment was now rapidly approaching,
but not move so, since it seemed inevitable, than

was eagerly desired by those who were determined
at all events to stand by their allegiance, repel the

shock, and succeed or perish in the conflict, desperate,
as from the exasperation that prevailed, they reason-

ably supposed it would be when it came on. Both

parties indeed anticipated the event with the deepest
interest and equal confidence, though with very dis-

similar aspirations ;
the revolutionary to establish,

in the disorganization and general break-up of so-
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oiety, their nationality and independence as a republic,
never seeming to entertain a doubt of their ability
to realise it by force of arms when the struggle
should occur, counting also on the sympathy and
assistance of the neighboring republic ;

the Govern-
ment and its loyal adherents, on the contrary, looking
forward to the crisis with equal anxiety and eagerness
for the restoration through it of order and the dominion

of the laws.

A great agitation meeting took place at St. Charles,

[River Richelieu] the 23rd October, at which dele-

gates attended, including Mr. Papineau from the Six

Confederated Counties, as they were now denominated,

L'Acadie, being on the present occasion admitted into

the confederacy of the five counties previously combined
in the revolutionary scheme.*

(From the Vindicator.)

* " ST. MARC, Tuesday morning, Four o'clock."

" The meeting of the five counties took place yesterday, at

noon, at St. Charles. There were present at least five thou-
sand persons. Many estimate the number much higher. The
roads through the country are in a bad state. Were it not for
that circumstance, the number present at the meeting would
have been double 'what it was. The delegates from the sev-
eral parishes were in regular attendance, and appeared to feel

the importance of the business which brought them together.
'' A large number ofdelegates arrived on Sunday afternoon,

and assembled privately at St. Charles, in the evening, when
they named a Committee to prepare- a set of resolutions to be

presented to the meeting. This Committee made a report of
the resolutions which they had prepared, to a meeting of the

delegates, yesterday morning, previous to the opening of the

general meeting, when they were discussed and a draft report-
ed was received. At a little after noon, the proceedings of
the day commenced. The people met in a large meadow,
near the village, belonging to Dr. Duvert, where a hustings
had been prepared. Among the gentlemen present were
thirteen Members of the House of Assembly, and one Member
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The disorganizing and treasonable character of the

resolutions passed on this- occasion, the audacious

speeches wherewith, on their passing, they were ac-

companied, and the effrontery with which they were

paraded in the columns of the English organ of the

reformers, the "
Vindicator," and trumpeted by its

editor, left no room to doubt of the predetermined and

desperate purposes of the leading agitators and their

zealous but deluded followers.

The base attempt to divert the soldiery from their

allegiance and duty, and to desert, by affecting to
' com-

miserate the unhappy lot of the soldiers,' and holding out

with this view, that " the people of these countieswould
throw no obstacle in the way of the men belonging to the

regiments stationed in this District, should they desire

to improve their condition by emigrating (i. e., to desert)
to the neighbouring republic," was the most criminal step
that had yet been proposed towards the disorganization
of Her Majesty's Government, and unequivocally ex-

hibited in noon-day light the diabolical purpose of

the assembled soi-disant reformists and patriots. The

of the Legislative Council, who came as delegate from Ver-
cheres. Every gentleman of character and influence on the
River Chambly, and adjoining parishes, was on tbe ground,
and among- them were to be seen many who up to this day,
entertained very moderate opinions, but whom Lord Gosford's

policy has driven into a determination to stand by their coun-

try, come what will."
" Wolfrf d Nelson, Esq., of St. Denis, presided over the meet-

ing. J. T. Drolet and Dr. Duvertwere the Vice-Presidents.
The Secretaries were, (I believe,)!Messrs. Girod and Boucher-
Belleville. The meeting was addressed by the President

;
the

Hon. Mr. Papineau, L. M. Viger, Esq., M.P.P.
;
L. Lacoste,

Esq., M.P.P. ; C.H. O. Cote, Esq., M.P.P. ;
E. E. Rodier, Esq.,

M.P.P.
;
T, S. Brown, Esq., and Mr. Girod. The resolutions

passed on this occasion are thirteen in number. It is impos-
sible to send a copy herewith. As far as 1 can judge by hear-

ing them read on the ground, they may be said to be moder-
ate in spirit, compared with the times in which we live. They
commenced by briefly enumerating the Right of Man, among
which is that of changing its political institutions, and alter-

ing the form of its Government whenever the people please.
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perfidious invitation and promised facility had, however,
no effect. It is a fact creditable to the army then in

Canada that, from henceforth to the outbreak, and thence-

forward during the troubles in this and the ensuing year,
not a single desertion occurred.

As a set-off to the above, a great Constitutional meet-

ing was held at Montreal, at which it was said upwards
of seven thousand individuals attended, and on the same

day as that at St. Charles : the Hon. Peter McGill, ever

foremost in loyal agitation and acts of loyalty to his Sov-

ereign and country, presiding. The following resolutions,

passed on the occasion, were carried, with unanimity and
acclamation :-

"Resolved, That all citizens have an equal right to

the protection ofthe Government,wbich consists not mere-

ly in the suppression and punishment of disorder, but in

the employment of adequate means to anticipate and pre-
vent the commission of those crimes with which the social

state may be threatened, and that the machinations of a

disorganising and revolutionary faction in this Province,

acting partly by means ofthe turbulence and excitement of

The inhabitants cf the several counties are next invited to

meet simultaneously in their respective parishes in the month
of December, and elect Magistrates and Officers of Militia

; any
person accepting a Commission from this time to Loid Gos-
ford's departure is declared infamous, and the meeting adopted
the recommendations of the county of Two Mountains con-
tained in the 8th Report of its Permanent Committee. One
of these recommendations, it will be recollected, is to train

the militia. The recent nominations to the Legislative and
Executive Councils are gravely censured, together with the
banefnl policy pursued by Lord Gosford. The meeting pro-
tests strongly against the introduction of armed troops in

time of peace, in the colony ;
it declares at the same time, that

it commisserates the lot of the poor soldiers, the desertion of
whom to the neighbouring States, the people declare thry will

not prevent. The meeting afterwards solemnly approves the

Organization of " The SODS of Liberty" in Montreal, and calls

on the young men throughout the country to organize them-
selves into similar bodies, in their respective parisnes,to be pre-
pared to assist the Society in Montreal whenever circumstances
call on them to act. Finally, the delegates are directed to meet
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public meetings,at which tlie most unfounded and inflam-

matory speeches are delivered,and partly through the me-

dium of a licentious press which inundates the Province

with slander and sedition, public feeling has been excited,
the foundations ofsocial and moral order have been shaken
the Government has been brought into contempt, and
the connexion between this Province and the Mother

Country attempted to be destroyed.
"
Resolved, That this meeting has seen with alarm

that the prerogative of the Crown has been deliberately

perverted by the appointment to offices of trust and re-

sponsibility of advocates of sedition and ofenemies ofthe

existing constitution of the Province, and that the pre-
sent excited state of public feeling has been promoted
and encouraged by the injudicious and ineffectual at-

tempts at conciliation by the Government.
"
Resolved, That as isolated individual exertion

would be utterly inadequate to cope with all the evil

energies now arrayed against public order and pub-
lic peace, and as those evils cannot be effectually prevent-

again to-day, (Tuesday,)to consider such propositions as may
be submitted to them, with power to adopt the same on the

part of, and for, the people whom they represent, if theythink
fit. What these propositions will be, I have not learned.

" I forgot to state that previous to the resolutions having
been proposed, Dr. Cote, one of the Members for L'Acadie
county, came on the ground at the head of a delegation from
the county, and presented an energetic and well written
Address to the people of the Five Counties, on the state of
the Province, and praying that the county of L'Acadie be
admitted into the union of these counties. This proposition
was agreed to with acclamation, amid the firing of vollies of

musketry, and the roar of cannon, and it was further resolv-
ed that the counties of Laprairie and Missisquoi, (bordering
on the Richelieu River, (may join the confederation if they
think proper. This will make eight counties instead of five.

"_ During the meeting, a company of between 60 and 100
militia men attended, with arms, on the ground, under the
command of Captains Lacasse and Jalbert. They went
through their manoeuvres in very good style ,

a volley was
fired at the passing of every resolution.

" The weather was beautiful during the whole day : no-
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ed without active, zealous and persevering co-operation
of every good subject, which co-operation ,^to be effectual,

must be the result of a regular and systematic union of

individuals, this meeting considers it expedient, that the

loyal and well-disposed part of the community do form
themselves into associations within their respective wards,
for the purpose of organization and general concert in

case of emergency or necessity ;
that the several associa-

tions do appoint their respective committees from among
their resident members, to whom the local organization
and management shall be entrusted, and that a sub-com-

mittee, consisting of two members from each ward com-

mittee, shall assemble to concert a general system of mea-

sures to be pursued in case of any disturbance.
" Resolved. That this meeting is persuaded that

there exists no substantial cause for apprehension of a

successful rebellion against the British Government, by
the mass of our fellow-subjects ofFrench origin, though
the utmost activity and perseverance are employed to

create disorder and sedition amongst them
;
but feeling

thing could equal the regularity and order which prevailed

throughout. The ground was covered with flags bearing
various inscriptions, which the people brought from the sur-

rounding parishes, aud which, waving in the wind, gave a

most excellent effect to the meeting.
" A very handsome column, a piece of wood surmounted

with " a cap of Liberty," was erected, on the occasion, in

honor of Papineau, on the ground. It bears an inscription of

which the following is a translation :
" To Papineau, by hia

grateful brother patriots, 1837." After the meeting was over

Mr. Papineau was led to the front of the column, and address-

ed by one of the gentlemen, to which the Hon. gentleman re-

plied in a suitable manner. The young men who attended

the meeting afterwards marched ia procession to this pillar,

before which they sung a popular hymn, and laying their

hands on the column, swore that they would be faithful to

their country, and conquer or die for her. This solemn vow
was registered in the hearts of all present, amidst vollies of

musketry and the thunders of artillery. It was a solemn and

impressive sight.
" The resolutions ware as follows :

" '

Re$olved, That in accordance with the example of the
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that to guard against the pernicious influence of that

activity and perseverance, and to arrest it, is the boun-

den duty of every good subject, this meeting calls upon
their fellow-subjects throughout the Province to organize
themselves into loyal associations, as the most effectual

means for the security of good order, the protection of

life and property, and the maintenance of the connexion

happily existing between this Province and the British.

Empire.
"
Resolved, That this meeting seizes this present dp'

portunity of declaring its opposition to the application of
the elective principle to the Legislative Council of this

Province, and of reiterating the claims of the inhabitants

of Lower Canada of British origin, to the abolition of
the feudal tenure, and the establishment of an efficient

system of registration for mortgages, the want of which
has not only retarded the settlement and improvement
of the Province, but has rendered it conspicuous for its

backward condition in comparison with our sister Provin-

ces.
"
Retohed, That the Irish inhabitants of this city

Wise men and Heroes of 1776, we hold as self-eyident, and re-

peat the following truths : That all men are created equal ;

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inaliena-
ble rights : that among the number of these Rights are life,

liberty and the pursuit of happiness ;
that it is for the protec-

tion and security of these Rights that Governments were in-

stituted among men, deriving their just authority only from
the consent of the governed ;

that whenever any form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolish it, or to institute a new govern-
ment, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing
its powers after such form, as to them shall seem best adapted
to secure their safety and happiness." '

Resolved, That the authority of Great Britain over the
Canadas cannot, and should not, continne, except^y the good
will of their inhabitants, and cannot rest on brute force which
confers no rights, but gives an unjust power which can exist

only until the day of successful resistance
;
that the people

have a fortiori, the right to demand and to obtain, as a con-
dition of their voluntary allegia.nce,such changes and improve-
ments in the form of theirgovernments as their wants, the pro-
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do hereby express their unqualified abhorrence of the low

and base attempts that are making to draw them over to

the revolutionary party, whose designs they consider in-

imical to all good government and to the safety and well-

being of this Province, and at the same time their readi-

ness, should it ever be necessary, to repel by force those

whose every action bespeak them the enemies alike of

themselves and of their countrymen in general."
The indications in all quarters of the district of Mon-

treal, of an approaching insurrection, induced at length
the Roman Catholic ecclesiastical authorities to intervene,
and a " mandement" or pastoral letter from the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Montreal (Mouseigneur Lartigue)
and a relative of Mr. Papineau, accordingly was issued,
addressed to his "

clergy and all the faithful of his dio-

cese,'.' and publicly read during divine service in every
Church thereof. Deserving to be preserved as a valuable

record, it is annexed as an appendage to the present chap-
ter. The loyal prelate deplores through it the unhappy
dissensions that had arisen in the Province, admon-

gress of their country since 1791, and their present condition,
render necessary for their contentment and well-being.
" '

Resolved, Th it the arbitrary dismissals from office order-
ed by the Governor in Chief during the last three months, and
which have not yet ceased, but still daily continue, against a
number of Justices of the Peace, Officers of Militia and Com-
missioners for the Summary Trial of Small Causes, through-
out the parishes, for having taken a part in the proceedings of

county meetings holden by the people for the vindication of

their invaded rights, prove, to demonstration, that His Excel-

lency unworthily abuses the prerogative of the Crown, with a
-view to remove from such offices those who having filled them
with integrity and independence, had obtained for themselves
the esteem and confidence of the public, and for the law the

respect and attachment of the people, in order to replace them

by servile instruments, disposed to favor his violent policy,
even under the weight of the universal contempt of their fel-

low-citizens.
'* '

Resolved, That it is of urgent necessity, under such la-

mentable circumstances, to replace the individuals whom an
administration inimical to the country will name to those offi-

ces, by men worthy of confidence
;
that all the parishes of the
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ishes his compatriots of their duty to God and their Sov-

ereign, reminding them, moreover, that there was noth-

ing that could render him an object of their suspicion
"In our veins as in yours flows Canadian blood. We
have given frequent proofs of the love we have for our dear

and common country ;
and as the Apostle, so can we take

God to witness how we long after you all in the bowels

of Jesus Christ : besides, you know that we never re-

ceived anything of the Civil Government, as we expect
from it nothing but that justice which is due to every
British subject ;

and we bear testimony to the truth when
we solemnly protest, that, in speaking to you on the pre-
sent occasion, we speak of ourselves, impelled by no ex-

terior influence, but solely actuated by motives of consci-

ence. It is not then," he adds,
" our intention to give

an opinion as a citizen on this purely political question,

among the different branches of government, which is in

the right, or which is in the wrong [this is one of those

things which God has delivered to the consideration ofmen
mundum tradidit disputationi eorum], but the moral

sixCounties are hereby invited simultaneously to elect,between
the first day of December and the first day of Jacuary next,

pacificator Justices of the Peace, and Officers of Militia
;
and

that the regulations of the county of Two Mountains be pro-
visionally adopted for their direction and jurisdiction.

"
'Resolved, That under the penalties laid down in the said

regulations, and under the more powerful bonds of honor,
the Reformers of the Six Counties will at the same time obey
and assist to the utmost, the officers by them so chosen

;
and

they will systematically oppose such officers as shall be nam-
ed by Lord Gosford, from this day to the day of his departure
from the Province, refusing their confidence to them, lending
them no cordial aid, obeying their orders only in such cases
as they cannot dispense with doing so without a manifest
violation of the laws

;
and subscribing funds to prosecute

and punish them in all cases where they render themselves

guilty of abuse of power.
"
Resolved,-Th&t theinhabitants of theSixCountiesof rightex-

pected that theProvince wouldnotbecontinuallydeprivedofthe
benefits of a local Legislature ;

that the Legislative Council
would be improved in such a manner as to secure its co_

operation with the representative branch of the Legislature
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question, namely, what is the duty of a Catholic towards

the civil power established and constituted in each state ?"

Further on, he observes
" The present question amounts to nothing less than

this whether you will choose to maintain, or whether

you will choose to abandon the laws of your religion.

Should, then, any one wish to engage you in a revolt

against the established Government, under the pretext
that you form a part of the Sovereign people, suffer not

yourselves to be deceived. The too famous National Con-
vention of France, though obliged to admit the principle
ofthe sovereignty of the people,because it was to this prin-

ciple that it owed its existence, took good care to con-

demn popular insurrection, by inserting in the Declara-

tion of rights which heads the Constitution of 1795, that

the sovereignty resides, not in a part, not even in the

majority of the people, but in the entire body of the

citizens
; adding that no individual, that no partial union

of citizens, can pretend to the sovereignty. But who
will dare to say, that in this country the totality of citi-

zens desires the overthrow of the Government?" He
and its respect for the wants and wishes of the mass of the

people ;
that so far from these just expectations having been

realized, a number of persons have lately been called to sit in

Council who, with scarce an exception, not only do not enjoy
public confidence, but have rendered themse/yes in every re-

spect unworthy thereof, and who by their conduct and public
opinions hare rendered themselves odious to the country.

11
'Resolved, That this meeting declares that the late no-

minations to the Executive Council of this Province, are

equally unworthy of public confidence with those to the Le-

gislative Council
;
that they are the more scandalous, inas-

much as they continue pluaralities in office, one of the abuses
which Lord Gosford had himself denounced, both as Gover-
nor in Chief and Royal Commissioner, and as they confide to

the same hands Legislative, Executive and Judiciary powers.
"That this meeting sees in these different nominations noth-

ing else but the continuation of the old system of fraud and de-

ception,which has at length uprooted all feelings of confidence
both in the metropolitan and colonial governments, and in the

Legislative Council as at present constituted
;
another proof of

inveterate hostility to the repeated demands of the country; an
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winds up by the following powerful and pathetic appeal
to his flock :

" We conclude, dear brethren, by appealing to your
noble and generous hearts. Did you ever seriously reflect

on the horrors of a civil war ? Did you ever represent
to yourselves, your towns and your hamlets deluged with

blood, the innocent and the guilty carried off by the same
tide of calamity and woe ? Did you ever reflect on what

experience teaches, that, almost without exceptien, every

popular revolution is a work of blood ? Did you ever re-

flect that even the philosopher ofGeneva,the author ofthe

social contract, the great upholder of the Sovereignty of

the people, says himself, that a revolution which cost only
one drop ofblood, would be too dearly bought ? We leave

these important reflections to your feelings of humanity,
and to your sentiments as Christians."

All, however, was in vain
;

in the heat and excitement

of the times, it passed unheeded by the multitudes al-

ready too deeply involved to be turned from their pur-

poses by arguments of this nature, reasonable and salu-

obslinate and tyrannical determination, on the part of Her

Majesty's Government, to protect and perpetuate the abuses
and grievances of which the people, already too patient, have

complained."
'

Resolved, That the divers abuses and grievances under
which this colony has for a long series of years complained,
have been so often detailed by the Representatives of the peo-

ple, and admitted by Her Majesty's Government and the Bri-

tish Parliament, that it is now useless to recapitulate them
here, inasmuch as they have been lately denounced by the

people themselves in their respective county meetings, and on
the remedial measures therefore proposed, on all and each of
these the Six Counties insist anew.

"Resolved,That instead of honestly redressing the said griev-
ances and abuses, as in duty bound, the Government and the
two Houses of the Imperial Parliament have threatened and
intend to annihilate the fundamental rights of this colony ;

in

order to force the people into a base and abject submission to

the oppressions which are prepared lor them, recourse is had
to the same system of coercion and terrorism which has al-

ready disgraced the system of British,rule in Ireland : Ma-

gistrates and Militia Officers, enjoying the confidence of their
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tary as undoubtedly they were. It is proper to observe

here that the clergy, during these agitations, kept aloof

from them
;
and that, during the outbreak that followed,

they were, with few exceptions, and these not influential,

steadfast in their allegiance and loyalty to the British

Sovereign.

fellow citizens, are insolently deprived of Office, because they
love their country too well to sanction an unconstitutional

aggression, or permit her liberties to be violated with impuni-
ty ;

and as a climax to their misfortunes, the present Gover-
nor in Chief has recently introduced, in time ofprofound peace
a large body of armed troops into this Province, to destroy, by
physical force, all constitutional resistance, and to complete,
by desolation and death, the work of tyranny already de*er-

mined upon and authorized beyond the seas.
"
Reso'ved,Tb&t holding Lord Gosford guilty ofan atrocious

aggression against our liberties by the introduction of such
armed force amongst us, and counting on the sympathy of
our neighbours, the zealous co-operation of our brother Re-
formers of Upper Canada, and on Providence, for a favourable

opportunity of emancipating ourselves from the oppressive
system under which we suffer, we declare that, commiserating
theunhappy lot of the soldiers whom our enemies desire to con-
vert into the vile instruments of our slavery, and their own
dishonor, the people of these counties will throw no obstacle
in the way of the men belonging to the Regiments stationed
in this District, should they desire to improve their condition

by emigrating to the neighbouring Republic, especially as we
have strong reasons to believe that a number of those soldiers
are only waiting for an opportunity to get rid of their present
anomalous and irksome profession.

"
Resolved, That the meeting approves of the organization

of the political association entitled " The Sons ot Liberty,"
and recommends the young men of these counties to organize
themselves in the same manner to form, in their respective
parishes, branch societies of " The Sons of Liberty," and to
maintain an active correspondence and frequent communica-
tion with " the Sons of Liberty" in Montreal, and to adopt
the same systematic organization, so as to be prepared to sup-
port each other with promptitude and effect, should circum-
stances require them to protect and defend their threatened
liberties.
"

Resolved, That the delegates named by the different par-
ishes of the Five Counties are requested to meet anew at this

place -to-morrow, at two o'clock in the afternoon, to consider
such propositions as may be submitted to them." Vindicator.



413

The death of the Hou. and Right Reverend C.S.Stew

art, D. D. Lord Bishop of Quebec, who had visited Eng
land on account of his health, occurred on the 10th July
ofthe present year, in London, in the 63rd year of his age.
This excellent Prelate was very sincerely regretted in the

Canadas, being held in the highest esteem by persons of

every class and persuasion throughout both Provinces.

He was succeeded in the Bishopric by the Right Rev. G.
T. Mountain, D.D., the Archdeacon of Quebec, under the

title of Bishop of Montreal, the title of the Diocese being
altered on the decease of Bishop Stewart, a short memoir
of whom, taken from the Quebec Mercurg, is subjoined,

written,it is believed, by his successor, Doctor Mountain,*
at the present time [January,1853,] Lord Bishop ofQue-

*" The late Lori Bishop ofQuebec, Charles James Stewart
third son of the Earl of Galloway, ih Scotland, was born in

London, on the 13th of April, 1775. In 1795 he was elected
a fellow of All Soul's College, in the University of Oxford.

Having taken holy orders, he "was presented in 1799 to the

Rectory of Overton-Longville, County Hants. In 1807, hav-

ing 'conceived a strong desire to go abroad as a Missionary,
he was introduced by the Bishop of Lincoln in whose diocese

he was situated, to the then Bishop of Quebec, who happened
at the time to be in England : and was in consequence ap-

pointed to the charge of St. Armand, in Missisquoi Bay. . In

1819, the Bishop having provided for the appointment of a

visiting Missionary, to afford the occasional ministrations of

the Church to destitute settlements throughout the diocese,
was desirous of confiding the task in the hands ofDr. Stewart
and he accordingly assumed it. In 1825, the infirmities of

the Bishop inducing him to desire relief in his extensive

charge, his Lordship's son, the Archdeacon of Quebec,) now
Bishop of Montreal.) was sent home with powers to effect an

arratigement for the division of the diocese, and the surrender
on the part of Bishop Mountain, of one-third of his income to

Dr. Stewart, who was to have been consecreated Bishop of

Upper Canada, and to have assisted, as need might be, in the

Lower Province, during the life of Bishop Mountain. The
decease of this venerable prelate took place while the Arch-
deaeon was at home, and the intelligence was there received
when the arrangement was on the very point of execution.
The plan was then altered, and Dr. Stewart was designated
to the whole charge. He was concerated Bishop of Quebec,
at Lambeth, on the 1st of January, 1826.
" The great increase of the Episcopial labours from the
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bee, the See of Montreal Laving been recently sub-divided

into twoBishoprics,and the title ofthat ofQuebec revived.

That were in the Canadas, at this time, but few troops.
The 85th Regiment, under the command of the Hon.
Lieut. Col. Dundas, which came up from Halifax in Her

Majesty ships Vestal and Champion, in July, and landed

at Quebec on the 13th of that month, was the only rein-

forcement the forces in the Canadas received during the

summer. These the Vindicator had vain-gloriously

continual accession of Protestant population, caused him,alter
a few years, to feel very strongly, especially as his health was
rapidly declining, the same want of assistance which had been

experienced by his predecessor ;
and he determined to provide

for it by precisely the same sacrifice of income. His endeavors
to obtain the object resulted in the consecration of Archdea-
con Mountain, in February, 1836, as Lord Bishop of Montreal,
but without any division of the diocese the new Bishop being
Bimply appointed to assist Bishop Stewart, by commission
from the latter, to such extent as might be required ;

but hav-

ing powers also to administer the affairs of the diocese, in the
event of his surviving that prelate, till a successor to the See
of Quebec should be appointed, (which is the footing" upon
which matters now stand.) No salary is attached to the See of

Montreal,and no provision now exists for continuing to the per-
son who may be appointed to the See of Quebec, the salary en-

joyed by the late Bishop and his predecessor. It is satisfactory
to reflect that in the hands of both these prelates it was a bless-

ing to many ;
and that both were ready cheerfully to sacrifice a

large portion of it, to provide more efficiently for the Episcop-
al services in the Church.

" The character of the late Bishop has already been noticed
in the journals which have announced bis decease, and his la-

bours have been too fruitful and too extensive to require that

they should be proclaimed, In every office which he filled,from
that of a Missionary in the woods to that which placed him at
thr head of the Church Establishment in the Canadas, he was
alike humble, charitable, laborious, devoted; full of ardent zeal
for the glory of his heavenly master, and overflowingwith bene-
volence to man. He was a shining example of the efficacy of
the faith of the Gospel ;

and in the approaches ofdissolution, it

was that faith, and not any reliance upon himself or his own
performances, which sustained and refreshed him.

" The present Earl of Galloway, at whose house the decease
of his Lordship took place in London, is his nephew, and not,

has been stated hy mistake, his brother.
1 '
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boasted that the patriots would drive into the St. Law-

rence, and despatch, with the greatest ease, whenever the

time of contest might come ;
but when at length the time

arrived, the senseless threat was not forgotten by those

of whom the insurrectionary organ had made so light.

Sir John Colborne, who, since his return to Canada
from New York on his way to England, as previously

stated, had fixed his head quarters at Quebec, left

this City on the 20th July for William. Henry, intend-

ing to pass the winter there with his family, in order,
that if an emergency should arise he might be near the

scene of action.

The Acts incorporating the Cities of Quebec and

Montreal, passed in 1831, but reserved for the Royal

pleasure, did not come into force until June in 1832,
and which limited in their duration to the 1st May,
1836, had not been renewed in the session of that

year, being allowed to expire expressly, it is probable,
with the view to increase the general disorganisation
and disorders of the times, so that in the universal dis-

solution of municipal as well as political government,
the minds of men might be the better prepared for the

new order in the proposed revolution. The conse-

quence accordingly was a total annihilation of the

police in those cities, exceedingly alarming to the

peaceable inhabitants, who could not, in safety, walk
the streets after night-fall. Several very gross noc-

turnal atrocities having been committed, the citizens

met, in both cities, and established in each, at their

own expense, a watch and patroles to put an end to the
acts of violence and apprehension of molestation, which
from the absence of municipal establishments of the

kind, disquieted the inhabitants and rendered insecure

their lives and property.
The following reflections descriptive of the politi-

cal state of the Provinces are from Mr. Neilson, as ex-

tracted from his Quebec Gazette of the 3rd of Novem-
ber:
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" It is not surprising that there should be weak-
ness in a government against which a faction com-

manding a majority in the representative branch, has

been permitted for several years to direct all its en-

ergies, while the constitutional prerogatives of the

Executive have been used to put power in the hands
of those bent on its destruction. Have the magis-
trates the means of doing their duty in the present
state of the Province ? Have not disaffection and
intimidation got to such a head in some parts of the

country, that no one dares to go before a magistrate
to complain ? Have the magistrates generally suffi-

cient legal knowledge, independence and support to

enable them to perform an onerous, disagreeable and
hazardous duty ? If they have, they are to blame.

But why, in that case, is not a new commission is-

sued, including only those who are known to be fully

qualified and determined to do their duty according
to law, with some one, at least, in each commission,
who will give his whole time to the service for a

reasonable and certain compensation; for it is im-

possible that the necessary proceedings can be fol-

lowed up by magistrates giving only an occasional

attendance; they ought also to have the active as-

sistance of the law officers of the Crown, when called

upon, and every case of a violation of the law, being
an actual breach of the peace, or having a manifest

tendency to create a breach of the peace, ought to

be followed up, the parties arrested arid brought to

trial without regard to consequences. If the officers

of justice are resisted, then the course is plain. It

is impossible to suppose that the courts and juries
will not do their duty. Any person entrusted with

authority, not doing his duty, because he permits
himself to suppose other will not do theirs, is guilty
of a sort of treason to the common weal, which is

deserving of universal reprobation, and the severest

punishment which can be inflicted by the public au-

thority.
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" In the present state of affairs in this Province, we con-

fess we feel disposed to make disadvantageous comparisons
between a monarchical and a republican government.
Had General Washington shewn as much indecision as is

shown in this Province,when the whiskey insurrection was

organized in Pennsylvania, or Thomas Jefferson when the

Vice-President Burr was collecting force? on the Ohio, or

General Jackson, when an independent State pretended to

nullify the laws of the general government, the United

States would have been deluged with Wood, their free con-

stitution ofgovernment destroyed by illegal violence, and

the people of the United States been reduced to the condi-

tion of the South American republics."

( Translation.')

JOHN JAMES LARTIGUE, FIRST (R.C.) BISHOP OF MONTREAL, 4c,'

To THE CLERGY, AND ALL THE FAITHJOL OP OCR DIOCESE,

HEALTH AND BENEDICTION.

For a length of time back, dear brethren, we hear of nothing
but agitation, and even of revolt, and this in a country which
has hitherto been distinguished by its loyalty, its [spirit of

peace, its love for the religion of its fathers. On every side

we behold brothers rise up against their brothers, friendg

against their friends, c'tizens against their fellow-citizens
;

and discord from one extremity of this diocese to the other,
seems to have burst asunder the bonds of charity which unit-

ed the members of the same body, the children of the same
church, the children of Catholicity, which is a religion ofun-

ity. In circumstances of such moment, the only position that

we can take, is, not merely to stand to an opinion (which
nevertheless, as citizens, we and our worthy fellow-labourers
in the Holy Ministry should have, equally with others, the

right of emitting,) but to act up to the obligation which the

Apostle of the Gentiles imposes upon us by saying Woe is

ujito me if I speak not the Gospel ; for a necessity lyeth upon me !

Ifecessitat cum mihi incumbit. 1. Cor. ix., 16.

No, dear brethren, not one of you is ignorant of these truths
;

the duties of the different members of society form as assen-

tially a part of Christian morality, as the duties of the differ-

ent members of a family ;
that this divine code of morality is

a portion of tiie sacred deposit of Faith, which has beenjtrana-
mitted to us by the pure channel of Scripture and Tradition

;

and that we, as successors of the Apostles, are bound to trans-
mit it to you with equal fidelity.
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There is moreover, nothing that can render us the object of

suspicion. In our veins, as in you're, flows Canadian blood
;

we have given frequent proofs of the love we have for our dear
and common country ; and, as the Apostles, so can we take
God to witness, now we long after you all in the bowels of
Jesua Christ. Philip i. v. 8. Besides, you know that we
never received any thing from the Civil Government as we
expect from it nothing but that justice which is due to every
British subject. And we bear testimony to the truth, when
we solemnly protest, that in speaking to you on the present
occasion, we speak of ourselves, impelled by no exterior in-

fluence, but solely actuated by motives of conscience. It ia

not, then, our intention to give an opinion, as a citizen, on
this purely political question, among the different branches
of government, which is in the right, or which is in the

wrong ; (this is one of those things which God has delivered
to the consideration of men :

'' mundum trsedidit disputa-
" tioni eorum :") but the moral question, namely, what is the

duty of a Catholic towards the civil power established and
constituted in each state ? This religious]~question falling
within our jurisdiction and competency, it is undoubtedly
the province of your Bishop to give you all necessary in-

struction on this subject, \nd your province is to listen to

him. For, as the celebrated Lamennais says,
'

Bishops being
commissioned by the Holy Ghost to govern the church of

God, under the direction of the Sovereign Pontiff, we protest
that we believe that in every thing which appertains to the

spiritual administration of each diocese, clergy and laity

ought, faithfully, to obey the orders of the Bishop instituted

by the Pope."
" This then, is what the sacred Scriptures teach you on the

above question.
' Let every soul,' says Si. Paul Rom. xiii,

' be subject to the higher powers, for there is no power but
from God, and those that are, are ordained of God. There-
fore he that resiseth the power resisteth the ordiance of God.
And they that resist, purchase to themselves damnation. The
ruler is the minister of God to them for good. He beareth not
the sword in vain. For he is the minister of God, an avenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evilj wherefore be sub*

ject of necessity, not only for wrath, but also for conscience
sake.' Rom. c. i, v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

' Be ye subject, therefore,'
adds St. Peter, the chief of the Apostles,

' to every human
creature for God's sake

;
whether it be to the King, as excell-

ing ;
or to the governors as sent by Him for the punishment

of evil-doers, and for the praise of the good. For so is the

will of God. As free and not as making liberty of malice,
but as the servants of God, horour the king. Servants, be
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subject to your masters with all fear
;
not only to the good and

gentle, but also to the froward. For this is thanks worthy,
if for conscience towards God, a man endure sorrows, suffer-

ing wrongfully." 1st. St. Peter, c. ii, v. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19."

"
Such, dear brethren, are the oracles of the Holy Ghost,

as we find them in the sacred volume
;
such the doctrine of

Jesus Christ as the Apostles Peter and Paul had learned it

from the mouth of their Divine Master. But clear as these

words may be made in themselves, a Christain does not in-

terpret the word of God by his own private judgment ;
he

knews that it is a fundamental point of his faith, that the sa-

cred Scriptures, as St. Peter assures us. 2d. Ep. 1.20, are
not to be understood according to each one's private inter-

pretation ;
and that it belongs to our mother the Catholic

Church alone to expound them to us, according to the deci-
sion of Jesus Christ in the Gospel ;

If he will not hear the

Church, let him be to thee as the heathen and the publician.'
St. Mat. xiii., 17- Now, his present Holiness, Gregory

XVI, has expounded from his pontifical chair, these passages
of Scripture. He has interpreted the passages which we
have cited from the sacred volume, according to the doctrine
of the Holy Fathers, and the perpetual tradition of the Church
from its establishment down to the present day ;

he has dic-
tated their true meaning to the Christian world, in his Ency-
clical letter, addressed in the beginning of his Pontificate, to
the Bishops in every part of the world. Not a solitary Bishop
since that period has raised his voice against the doctrine of
that letter, so that it has received at least the tacit consent
of the great body of Pastors, and consequently, it must be
looked upon as an authoritative decision in point of doctrine.

" As we have learned," says the Holy Father, (it is not our
voice that you are now going to hear, but that of the vicar of

Jesus Christ,)
' as we have learned that writings dissemina-

ted among the people proclaim doctrines which shake the fide-

lity and submission due to Princes, and cause the standard
of revolt to be raised on all sides, it becomes necessary to
use every precaution to prevent deluded multitudes from be-

ing drawn out of the line of duty.' Let all bear in mind,
according to the advice of the Apostle,

' that there is no
power but from God

;
and therefore he that resisteth the

power, resisteth the ordinance of God
;
and they that resist

purchase to themselves damnation. Both human and divine
laws rise up in condemnation of those, who by schemes of
sedition and revolt endeavor to shake allegiance to Princes,
and hurl them from the throne. It was for this reason, and
in order to avoid sullying themselves with such a crime, that
the first Christians, amidst the fury of persecution, remained
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faithful to the Emperors, and sought, as it is certain they
did, the interests of the empire Of this they gave abundant
proofs, not only by faithfully executing every order that was
not contrary to religion, but by shedding tbeir blood on the
field of battle. The Christian soldiers, says St. Austin, (in
Psalm 124, No. 7) served a Heathen Empire ;

but when there
was question of the cause of Jesus Christ, they acknowledged
only Him who reigns in Heaven. They distinguished the
eternal from their temporal Lord

;
and yet for the sake of

their eternal Lord, they were submissive to their temporal
one. This it was that the invincible Martyr, St. Mauritius,
commander of the Theban Legion, had before his eyes, when,
as St. Encherius relates, he answered the Emperor :

' We are

your soldiers, Prince 3 but we are at the same time the ser-

vants of God
;
and now, even the danger of losing our lives,

with which we are threatened, does not induce us to revolt.
We have our arms in our hands, and we resist not

;
because

we prefer to suffer death rather than to inflict it." This fideli-

ty of the Christians of old acquires new Isstre, if we remark
with Tertullian, that they were deficient neither in number
nor in power, had they chosen to declare themselves enemies
to the state.

'' These splendid examples of inviolable submission to Prin-

ces, which were the necessary consequences of the precepts of

the Christian religion, condemn the error of those who, infat-

uated with the love of unbridled liberty, direct all their efforts

against the rights of authority,
' whilst upon the people they

entail only slavery under the^mask of liberty. Such was the

tendency of the evil designs of the Waldenses, of the Begnards,
of the Wickliffites, and others against whom the anathemas of

the Apostolical See have been so frequentlyjdirected ; and they
who walk in their footsteps, have no other object in view but

to boast with Luther, that they are free from all control of

persons and of things."
" ' It is on your part an obligation of duty,' adds the same

Pontiff, in his brief of July, 1832, to the Bishops of Poland,
1
it is on your part an obligation of duty *o watch with the ut-

most care, lest evil minded men, propagators of false doctrine,

spread among your flocks the contagion of demoralising theo-

ries. These men, with zeal for the public good in their mouths,

impose upon the credulity of simple men, who blindly become
their tools in disturbing the public peace and overthrowing the

establishing order of things. For the good, and for the honor
'of the Disciples of Jesus Christ, it is fitting that their false

doctrines should be exposed ;
the falseness of their principles

must be shewn by the immutable word of the Sacred Scriptures
and by the indisputable monuments of the Tradition of the

Church.
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' Such is the doctrine of the supreme Pastor of souls, of the

venerable Pontiff now sitting on the eternal chair, in conjunc-
tion with the documents of the Church in all ages and in all

places. You must now feel, dear brethren, that we could not,
without violating our duty, and endangering our personal sal-

vation neglect the direction of your consciences in circum-
stances so critical. For, as a Catholic cannot pretend to choose
what point of faith he will admit,and what point he will reject;
and as St. James says, (Ep. c. 2. v. 10.)

" he who offends in

one point, is become guilty of all," the present question a-

mounts to nothing less than this whether you will choose to

maintain or whether you will choose to abandon the laws of

your religion. Should then any one wish to engage you in a re-

volt against the established Government, under the pretext
that you form a part of the Sovereign People, suffer not your-
selves to be seduced. The too famous National convention of

France, though obliged to admit the principle of the Sovereign-
ty of the people, because it was to this principle that it owed
its existence, took good care to condemn popular insurrections,

by inserting in the Declaration of Rights which heads the Con-
stitution of 1795, that the Sovereignty resides, not in a part,
not even in the majority of the people, but in the entire body
of the citizens : adding, that no individual, that nopartial union

ofcitizens can pretend to the Sovereignty. But who will dare to

say, that in this country the totality of citizens desires the

overthrow of the Government ?
" We conclude, dear brethren, by appealing to your noble

and generous hearts. Did you ever seriously reflect on the hor-

rors of a civil war? Did you ever represent to yourselves, your
towns and your hamlets deluged with blood, the innocent and
the guilty carried off by the same tide of calamity and woe ?

Did .you ever reflect on what experience teaches, that almost
without exception,every popular revolution is a work ofblood?
Did you ever reflect that even the Philospher of Geneva,the au-
thor of the social contract, the great upholder of the sovereignty
of the people, says himself, that a revolution which cost only
one drop of blood, would be too dearly bought? We leave

these important reflections to your feelings of humanity, and
to your sentiments as Christians.

" ' The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of

God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.

2 Cor. xiii.,13.
" This charge shall be read and published at the Parochial or

principal Mass ofeach church,in chapter by each community of
our Diocese, on the first Sunday or Festival after its reception." Given at Montreal the 24tb Oct. 1837.

JOHN JAMES LARTIGUE, Bishop of Montreal."
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(Communicated to the Quebec Gazette.)

RECENT APPOINTMENTS TO THE EXECUTIVE COUN-
CIL, BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF GOSFORD.

EXECUTIVE COUHCIL.
Louis Paaet, Esq., French Canadian.

George Pemberton, Esq., British Merchant.
G.A. Quesnel, Esq., an Advocate, and until lately a Mem-

ber of the Assembly.
William Sheppard, Esq., British.

Hon. Pierre D. Debartzch, a Member of the Legislative Coun-
cil a supporter of the 92 Resolutions late a proprietor of a
Journal called " L'Echo du Pays," edited at village Debartzch,
which breathed the most deadly hostility towards the British.

This gentleman has n'ot yet disavowed bis participation in the

sentiments put forth, from day to day by L'Echo In the person
of Mr. Debartzeh, it cannot be said, that the Executive and

Legislative functions are kept separate.*
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AS NOW COMPOSED.

Hon. John Stewart, Scotch birth.

Hon. Dominique Mondelet, French Canadian.
Hon. Huges Heney, French Canadian.
Hon. Louis Panet, French Canadian.
Hon George Pemberton, Irish birth.

Eon. F. A. Quesnel, French Canadian.
Hon. "William Sheppard, English birth.

Hon. P. D. Debartzch, French Canadian.
Five French Canadian.
Three British and Irish blood.

BECENT APPOINTMENTS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, BY EARL
GOSFORD.

John Neilson, Esq., Scotch birth.

Hertel de Rouville, Esq., French Canadian, for sometime a

member of the Assembly opposed to the Government.
J. D. Lacroix, Esq., French Canadian.
J. Pangman, Esq., French Canadian.
E. R. Caron, Esq., French Canadian, late member of the

Assembly, voting for the 92 resolutions.

J. M. Fraser, Esq., Scotch extraction.

A. M. de Salaberry Esq., French Canadian.
Six French Canadians. Two British blood.

NOTE. Sir Francis Bond Head, the Lieutenant Governor of

Upper Canada, maintains public tranquility with one company
of the Queen's troops. In Lower Canada common order can-

not be maintained with five regiments, and this because the

whole machine of government is paralyzed. The anarchists

are permitted to marshall and exercise for revolution, under
the eyes of the soldiery. EQUAL RIHTS.

Quebec, October 25, 1837.
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)R Thoexcerpts from the public newspapers above, as well as

injthe preceding and following Chapter, are rather to exhibit
the spirit of the times than the matters reported, several of
them being in themselves scarcely worth notice, were it not on
that account-

ERRATUM.--Page 1, line 10, for "
St. Denis," read St. Ours^

"The PopuJaire of the 18th October, states, as it asserts,
on good authority, that Mr. Debartzch was not the author of
certain blood-thirsty and revolutionary writings which appear-
ed some years ago in the Echo du Pays ;

that Mr. Debartzch
had seen the writing before it was published, and objected to

its insertion in the paper ;
that it was not written by a Fi tnch

Canadian
;
and that it was in consequence of Mr. Debartzch's

withdrawing his support from the Echo, that it was discon-

tinued." (Quebec Gazette, 20iA Oct. 1837.)





CHAPTER XXXIX.
Indications of an outbreak in the District of Montreal Col-

lision in that City between the "fils de la liberte" and con-
stitutionalists Warrants issued inQuebec-Magistrates dis-
missed Further manifestations of insurrection Sir Fran-
cis B. Head Loyal disposition of Upper Canada and of
the Lower Provinces Mr. Debartz.eh Warrants to arrest
Mr. Papineau and others His evasion Arrest and rescue
of Messrs. Davignon and Demaray Gathering of patriots
at St. Charles and St. Penis Magistrates of French ori-

gin at Montreal express themselves General Order-Truly
patriotic conduct of Biitish inhabitants in Quebec Insur-
rection in the District of Montreal Military movements
in consequence The affairs at St. Denis and St. Charles
Mr. Papineau Assassination of Lieutenant Weir at St.

Denis Murder of Chartrand at 1'Acadie Col. Gore, with
a military foice revisits St. Denis Sir John Colborne pro-
ceeds in person from Montreal, at the head of a consider-

able force to St. Eustache Affair at that village, St. Be-

noit, &c Rendervous of patriots at Swanton, on Lake
Champlain They make an incursion Are defeated and
several of them captured by the Missisquoi volunteers

Proclamation by the Governor (Lord Gosford) Martial

law in force in the District of Montreal Capture of Dr.
Wolfred Neilson The Banks send their specie to the cita-

del of Quebec Reinforcements arrive at Quebec from Eng-
land, overland from Halifax Loyal Addresses Constitu-

tional associations of Montreal and Quebec Interesting
memoranda from Messrs . Wolfred Nelson and Thomas S.

Brown respectively, relating to the affairs of St. Denis and
St. Charles, in which they took part Misunderstanding
between Dr. W. Nelson and Papineau Remarks on Mr. P.

We are now entering upon the darkest passage in

the annals of the country, one of error and of mourn-

ing to Canada, leaving a blot, though, let us hope,
not indelible, on the escutcheon of a moral, a brave,
and hitherto a truly loyal people ;

the indubitable proofs
of whose preference of the sovereignty of Great Britain,
and permanent connexion of their native country with

her, to that of their republican neighbours, indeed, we

may say, natural friends, are, to their honor, imperisha-

bly established, be their destiny as it may.
As the autumn advanced, and the season of naviga-

tion drew to its close, strong indications of an early
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outbreak in the Montreal district became daily more
and more apparent. There were already in various

parishes, north and south of Montreal, disturbances

of a serious character, several of the British inhabi-

tants being obliged to leave their homes, and with their

families fly for refuge to the city. A number of ma-

gistrates, militia officers, and small cause Commission-

ers, in the rural parishes, intimidated by the hourly
threats of the disaffected, by whom they were surround-

ed, sent in to the Government their resignations, as

they no longer could exercise, nor hold their offices

with safety to themselves, while organization and train-

ing in arms were openly carried on, avowing in antici-

pation of an approaching and speedy contest with the

Government, and with as much zeal as if in the de-

fence of the country against an invading enemy.
In fact, the magistracy throughout the Province, and
in the upper districts particularly, were overawed
and powerless, and from the want of adequate support,
dared not, in the general spirit of the inhabitants, at-

tempt to do their duty and carry into operation the

lews towards the disorders that everywhere manifest-

ed themselves. The few extracts below, from the

Montreal papers of the day, will give the reader

some faint notion of the state of that district at the

present period .

" It was stated," says the Montreal Gazette,
" in the

Herald of Saturday last, that in consequence of the

outrages threatened to be committed on Mr. Chaffers

a magistrate of St. Cesaire, who had been menaced
with being pulled down from the bench, he directed it

to be made generally known, that after what had

passed, he was determined not to expose the Royal

authority to contempt, by pronouncing judgments
which no one dared to execute, in consequence of the

bailiffs having been threatened with mob law if they
did not resign their office. Upon this determination

having been communicated to the principal inhabit-
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ants, they resolved, that reposing the highest confi-

dence in the honour and character of Mr. Chaffers,

they hoped he would not close the courts, and pledged
themselves that the parish would stand by him in

the execution of his office.

"We now learn from the same authority, that a

portion of the intimidators, stronger than -the friends

of Mr. Chaffers, had resolved, that no courts should

be held or warrants executed, of which resolution a

notification was communicated to Mr. Chaffers, who
declared that the local courts were consequently sus-

pended until it should please Her Majesty's Govern-

ment to re-open them. One of the party had then

the audacity to demand Mr. Chaffers' Commission, a

request with which, of course, he indignantly refused

to comply."

MILITIA GENERAL ORDER.

" Whereas it has become notorious that many well

disposed and loyal officers holding commissions from
the Crown, in the militia of this Province, have lately
been constrained, by means of unlawful acts and a

system of intimidation, to send in their resignation
to the Governor in Chief, and as no officer can be

absolved from the duties of his station unless formally
relieved therefrom by competent authority, His Ex-

cellency is hereby pleased to order that aH resigna-
tions thus illegally extorted, shall be considered as

null and void, unless officially accepted, and the

officers so constrained to tender their commissions as

still holding the same; His Excellency, relying on

their fidelity and attachment to their Queen for the

faithful discharge of the duties appertaining to their

several ranks, and for aiding in the preservation of

the public tranquillity, and enforcing obedience to the

laws-
"

Office of the Adjut. Gen. of Militia,
"
Quebec, 16th Nov., 1832."



(Translated from the Popu/aire of the 3rd Nov.)

" ATTACK ON DR. QUESNEL.
"

" We gave in our last number a sketch of the excess

that the worthless agitator- Cote was perpetrating in the

County of L'Acadie, in company with a person named

Gagron, whom he had seduced, and some persons of no

note whom he has collected. The attack committed

on Dr. Quesnel is one of the most infamous which

has been perpetrated since the affair of Madame St.

Jacques. It appears that on his return from the

meeting of the Convention at St. Charles,' this Cana-

dian ' Carrier' went to the House of Dr. Quesnel with

all his followers. The latter received them with his

usual politeness, and even offered them refreshment
;

on this Cote, as the spokesman of the party, told him
that was not the object of their visit, but that they had
come to desire him to throw up his commission and
send in his resignation to His Excellency. The Doc-

tor replied that it was a step which required some

consideration and reflection. Hereupon Cote said

that there was no room for any tergiversation, and
that he, Mr. Quesnel, must decide to do so imme-

diately, or expect to have his House attacked. Mr.

Quesnel, though surprised at such excessive impu-
dence, desired these singularly unceremonious ad-

visers to quit his house, which they did. In the

course of Friday, Dr. Quesnel was called upon by
several individuals, who told him that he had better

comply, as if he did not, something serious would
occur. The Doctor, however, did not accede to their

injunctions, and determined not to be dictated to.

At night these ruffians, instigated by Cote, surrounded
the house, forced open a door, and broke the window

sashes, putting the family of Dr. Quesnel in the most

pitiable state of alarm. The Doctor, overcome by
the entreaties of his wife and the tears of his children,

and seeing that he could expect no help from his
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neighbours, at length opened a window and promised
to satisfy his besiegers, who thereupon retired, de-

claring loudly that if the letter were not written on

the following morning they would proce.ed to further

-extremities, and they accordingly, on the following

morning, enquired at the Post Office, and finding no

letter from Dr. Quesnel addressed to the Governor,

they repaired with the utmost audacity to his house,
from which he had not yet been able to remove his

family to a place of safety. A fresh scene of violence

then took place, and Dr. Quesnel, overpowered by
the alarms of his wife and family, determined to write

to the Governor. He informed His Excellency that

the situation in which he found himself compelled him
to resign his commission as magistrate. He was then

compelled to give the letter unsealed to the band of as-

sassins by whom he was surrounded, who themselves put
it into the Post Office.

" Freed from these dangerous visitors, the Doctor,

having placed his family in safety, set out for Mon-
treal to claim the protection of the law

;
he waited

on the Solicitor General, and laid the circumstances

before him, and required that justice should be ren-

dered to him, adding, that being a magistrate he

ought to be supported in that respectable character

as well as protected in his person, and further, that

if he could find no law officer disposed to do his duty,
he should address himself personally to the Governor
in Chief. It is said that a warrant has been issued

against Cote, and it is to be hoped that this man will

soon be taught that there is yet in existence a Gov-
ernment to protect the lives and properties of the

citizens.
" We have heard of several other Houses being at-

tacked, and it has been by these means that the resig-
nations of the sixty-six officers of militia and magistra-
tes in the county of L'Acadie, boasted of by the Min-

ervc, have been obtained."
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A fracas occurred at Montreal, on the 6th Novem-
ber, between the young men styling themselves " the

Sons of Liberty," (lesfils de la liberte,~) and the Con-

stitutionalists, in which the former, headed by Mr.
Thomas Storrow Brown, by birth it is believed, a cit-

izen of the United States, then doing business as a

dealer in hardware in that city, and who having taken
to politics, had espoused the patriotic cause, as he deem-
ed it. The occurances of this day, the first of open
violence between the two parties, are variously told by
the different prints of the city, and it being but just
to give them as found therein, including the statement

of the Vindicator, as the organ of the patriots, they
are reproduced below.

MONTREAL, (Herald.) Nov. 6.

TOTAL ROUTE OF THE ' SONS OF LIBERTY.'

"
During the whole of Saturday last considerable

excitement existed in town, owing to a report having
been generally circulated that the ' Sons of Liber-

ty
'

intended to parade the streets on Monday, and
that there would likely be a collision between them
and the members of the Doric Club. This excite-

ment was increased on Sunday, in consequence of

the magistrates having issued a proclamation, re-

questing all persons to refrain from joining in any pro-

cession, or assisting in any way to break the peace. Al-

though it was not known at what hour and place
the ' Sons of Liberty' would meet, a placard was

posted up on the walls on Monday morning, calling on

the different ward associations to assemble at half-

past twelve o'clock
'
to crush the rebellion in the bud.'

Still there were no signs of the opposite party appear-

ing, and it was generally believed that they had abandon-

ed their absurd attempt.
" About two o'clock they began to muster in the

yard of Bonacina's Tavern, in front of the American

Presbyterian Church, Great St. James Street. The
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muster attracted the attention of some Constitu-

tionalists, who remained to look on, when all at once

the party inside the yard, about 250 in number,
rushed out and made an indiscriminate attack with

sticks and stones on those outside. Two pistols were
also fired off, and a ball from one of them lodged in

the sleeve of Mr. Whitelaw, carpenter. A gentle-
man immediately went up to Mr. T. S. Brown (who
was taking a very active part in the affair), and said

he would hold him responsible for the firing, on
which Mr. B. raised a stick to strike him, when the

threatened blow was warded off, and Mr. B. knocked
down by a Doric. Mr. Hoofsetter, who went up to

separate the combatants, and to protect Mr. Brown,
was severely handled by the < Sons of Liberty,' and
had it not been for the interference of Mr. J. G.

Gundlack, Mr. Brown might have suffered more

severely. As it is, his wounds are reported to us as

being severe, though not dangerous. The rebels

then chased their few opponents along St. James Street,

breaking the windows of Dr. Robertson, and other

inhabitants in that street, but the Doric Club and

others, reinforcing the pursued, turned the tables on
the enemy, who flew pell mell up the main street of

the St. Lawrence suburb, where they were pur-
sued and conquered, after a short fight, at the corner

of Dorchester Street. The Loyalists then marched

through the principal portion of the town and suburbs

seeking the ' Sons of Liberty,' but in vain they
seemed to have evaporated like ghosts into thin air.

On passsing a house in Dorchester Street, opposite the

residence of Mr. Idler, it was stated that the pa-
triots were in the habit of drilling there, and it was

thereupon resolved that it should be examined, when
a seven barrelled, a double barrelled, and a single

barrelled, in all three guns, a sword, and the banner
of the ' Sons of Liberty,' were found and delivered

over to the authorities. Previous to this, while the
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crowd was passing Joshua Bell's house in Notre
Dame Street, some marks of disapprobation and some
missiles thrown against it testified the opinion they
entertained of the turn-coat, when he opened the

window and presented a gun, which snapped twice.

Early in the afternoon^ the Riot Act was read and
the Royal Regiment ordered out to parade the streets,

supported by the Artillery, neither of whom, however,
were required.

" About six o'clock the Loyalists marched up Bon-
secours Street, and it was with great difficulty that

they were restrained from attacking Mr. Papineau's
house. The Vindicator office, however, fared differ-

ently the types, paper, and everything, having been
thrown into the streets. These attacks on persons
and property are to be regretted ;

but they are, to a

certain extent, the result of every outburst of popular
indignation.
"The Royal Regiment was repeatedly and vehement-

ly cheered by the Loyalists.
" We learn that three magistrates, with troops

under their command, were stationed last night at

each of the following places : Stellers, Main Street

St. Lawrence, suburbs; Boyd's, Place d'Armes, and

Russell's, Quebec suburb, besides an additional force

at the main guard, in case of any disturbance during
the night."

*

Montreal, (Gazette,") Nov. 7.

" We yesterday witnessed in the streets of this

ity the first collision that has taken place in this

Province between the British subjects of English and

French origin, on the subject of those political

opinions which have so long estranged them from one

another, as parties contending for different schemes

of government. On Saturday, we heard it stated in

various parts of the town, that on Monday it was
intended by the anarchical body, calling themselves



433

the '' Sons of Liberty,' to meet at the Place d'Armes,
and there raise the cap and plant the tree of Liberty.
These reports were partly confirmed on Sunday morn-

ing, when a proclamation by the magistrates ap-

peared, posted on various parts of the city. The
document stated, that depositions had been lodged
before the magistrates, that numerous bodies of men,

assuming distinctive badges and denominations, and

influenced by adverse political opinions, intended on

Monday to parade the streets of the city, from which

processions, under the present excited state of public

feeling, there was reason to apprehend that riots and

tumults might enste. All parties were therefore

called upon to refrain from joining, or forming part
of such processions, which were only calculated to

disturb the public peace, and endanger the persons
and property of Her Majesty's subjects. This pro-
clamation was followed on Monday morning by a

placard posted on the walls, calling on the different

loyal and constitutional wards to meet at the Place

d'Armes, at twelve o'clock, to assist to ' crush re-

bellion in the bud!' The consequence was that

throughout the whole of the forenoon of yesterday,
the streets presented a very serious and portentous

aspect. No one could tell what was to happen, or,

indeed, whether any preparations had been made to

justify the expectations of the magistrates and the

other well-disposed inhabitants of the city. At vari-

ous corners of the streets, different parties met toge-

ther, anxiously inquiring and conversing as to what

might be the result of the day. About two o'clock,

however, it was discovered that a considerable num-
ber of the ' Sons of Liberty,' had assembled together
in a large yard facing Great St. James Street.

[Here follows an extract from the account copied
from the Herald, as above.]
"We were present when they returned down St.

Francois Xavier Street and passed into Notre Dame
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band of from two to three hundred of the ' Sons of

Liberty,' if so they could be called, were only re-

sisted by about a dozen Constitutionalists.
" When the mob entered Notre Dame Street from

St. Francois Xavier Street, showers of stones were

flying in every direction like hail
;
and one or two

inoffensive individuals having entered the store of

Mr. Bradbury, the windows and door were smashed
to pieces, and several persons thrown far into the

interior of the premises. The mob then proceeded

along Notre Dame Street, turning back into Great
St. James Street, where they rallied in additional

numbers. By this time the brave Doric Club mus-
tered

;
and we resume the account contained in the

Herald, of what afterwards took place, as above.
" We can add, that, in the present instance,

the ' Sons of Liberty' were the aggressors in this, as

well as in every other respect : and when the lion

awoke, they could not expect that either themselves

or their abettors could altogether escape without some

reprisals being made. We congratulate the inhabit-

ants of the city that they did not extend to greater

lengths ;
but they fell into goods hands, for nothing

could be more admirable and praiseworthy than the

cool and calm demeanour of the Constitutionalists

during the whole affair.
" The Royal Regiment was enthusiastically received

by the Constitutionalists, and repeatedly cheered, as

they inarched along the streets in the discharge of

their unpleasant duties. We are informed, that the

arrangements made by Colonel Maitland were most

judicious. Magistrates, with troops under their

command, were stationed during the night at Stel-

ler's, Main Street, Saint Lawrence suburbs
; Boyd's,

place d'Armes; and Russell's, Quebec suburbs. The
.main guard was reinforced

;
and patrols paraded the

streets at intervals during the night. Such, we must
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add, are t\e dire effects of conciliation and misgovern-
ment."

[" From L'Ami du Penile.']
" THE FRUITS OF THE MENACES OF THE PATRIOTS.

" We have for some time just said, that the warlike

demonstrations of the Children of Liberty would pro-
duce bitter fruit, and lead to some dangerous colli-

sion between the citrzens of this city ;
we have, un-

happily, prophecied but too truly. On Monday, the

<Sons of Liberty' assembled in the house of Mr. E.

E. Rodier, occupied by a person named Vigneau ;

they were to the number of five or six hundred.

Their usual exhorters made inflammatory speeches,

exciting their auditory to revolt, and to all sorts of

outrages; excited by these discourses and. by whis-

key, on leaving the meeting they rushed upon some

fifty Constitutionalists, who had been drawn into the

neighbourhood of their meeting by curiosity, and

taking advantage of their small number and of the

surprise they were under, they ill treated them and

pursued them as far as the Place d'Armes, dealing
blows of cudgels and vollies of stones. Several had
swords and pistols, and some shots were fired on the

Constitutionalists, by the patriots, as they sallied

from the court yard in which they had their rendez-

vous. Flushed with this easy and momentary ad-

vantage, they attacked the house of Dr. Robertson
and broke his windows with stonesr But their tri-

umph was of short duration
;

the Constitutionalists

soon rallied in sufficient numbers to face the enemy,
and from that moment it became impossible to find

the army of Papineau, which appeared as if it had
been evaporated by enchantment. The Constitu-

tionalists then, to the number of four or five hundred,

paraded the city and suburbs without meeting with any
opposition.

# * * # # #
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"
Notwithstanding the numerous extravagances ofDr,

O'Callaghan and his friends, nothing can justify such

conduct, and it is to be desired that the authors may be

known and punished.'
'

[From a Postcript to the Minerve.']

" We have stopped the press in order to give our

country readers some details of the scene of yesterday

evening. As we stated in our 'article of yesterday,
the ' Sons of liberty," had quietly met together in a

court yard in their usual monthly meeting, when in

accordance with the placards, to which we have before

alluded, the Constitutionalists assembled in Great St.

James Street. The yard in which the ' Sons of Liber-

ty' held their meeting has its entrance on that street.

When the Tories were in great numbers they began

throwing stones into the yard, and knocking at the door,

applying to the Ftts de la Liberte all sorts of epithets,

especially branding them as cowards, &c.
" As soon as their business was ended, the ' Sons

of Liberty' sallied from the court in close column,

and were immediately assailed by a shower of stones.

A rude encounter ensued, and the ' Sons of Liberty'

repulsed the assailants at all points, driving them as

far as St. Lawrence Street. When thinking that every-

thing was over, they retired every one to his own
home.

" The Constitutionalists, seeing that they had no

longer any enemy to contend with, rallied between

the hours of five and six and commenced an attack

upon property ;
all the Venetians of the house of the

Hon Mr. Papineau were broken, as well as of several

other houses, and the printing office of the Vindicator

was almost entirely destroyed. Mr. Perrault had

prudently retired from the house with his family ;

the assailants broke the iron doors and forced their

way into the printing office, which they overturned

from top to bottom, breaking everthing that fell into
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their hands
; many other depredations were commit-

ted. The troops were brought out about five o'clock

and remained lookers on during all these ravages.
" We have not yet been able to ascertain the num-

ber of wounded, nor do we believe that any life was
lost on the field of battle, though many are danger-

ously wounded,
" We will vouch for this that if the ' Sons of Li-

berty' had not been provoked, no tumult would have
been occasioned by their meeting ; express orders

had been given by their chiefs to respect persons and

property. Throughout they behaved themselves like

heroes, and repulsed the attack in a manner which

does them honor, since on their part no depredation
was committed."

The Morning Courier concludes its account of the

riots of the Fils de la Liberte with the following re-

marks :

"In regard to the proceedings of the day, and

especially the destruction of property to which it

led, we can only express our regret that they should

have taken place. Where the fault lies, however, is

clear enough. The braggarts of the grand meeting
in Bonacina's yard were the first aggressors, and the

consequences of their aggression were less serious

after all than they may be said to have deserved.

The screwed up courage of their attack would doubt-

less have brought upon them a far heavier reckoning,
had not the downright poltroonery of their retreat

enabled most of them personally to escape it. The
attack upon a printing oflice we regret particularly,
because it may so easily be made a means of strength-

ening the hauds of the party attacked. The party,

however, that has appealed to, and indeed been the

first to use, violence, has no real right to complain
of the first return of their own coin that is made them.

" We hope that the proceedings of the day will at

once make the l

fils de la liberte' more chary of their
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promises, and our own party more careful of their orga-
ization. Had the Constitutionalists been organized as

they ought, an assailing body of mobocrats, like those

of Monday, would never have had the upper hand even

for the length of a single street, or for the space of one

ten minutes, nor would the subsequent progress of a

body of our own friends have laid them open to the

charge of having themselves played the rioter, even by
way of retaliation.

(C The promptitude of the magistrates was highly

praiseworthy. We hope they will continue in well do-

ing ;
and while their hand is in, we would suggest to

them, now that a beginning is made here, to stop at no

half measure, but to suppress at once, with a bold hand,
all and sundry the illegal meetings that may hereafter

be attempted within their jurisdiction. Should the
"

fils de la liberte" undertake a drill, or anything of

that kind on a Sunday, they must be sent about their

business. There must be no backward movement.

iShrinking can but make matters worse. Legally or il-

legally, any future drill of these gentry is now morally
sure to be cut short. A fearful responsibility will rest

on the magistrates, should their remissness leave the

task to any others than themselves.

" Since writing the above account, we have heard from

good authority, that the magistrates had obtained assu-

rances, some time previous to the hour of meeting, from
the officers of the "

fils de la Iibert6," and also from the

Doric Club, that no attempt should be made to parade
the streets on either side. The Dorics were as good
as their word. The other gentry first paraded the

streets in small bodies to the meeting, and then raced

through one street, after it. The apparent remissness

of the Constitutionalists at the beginning of the affair,

on which we have heard some parties comment, is thus

honourably accounted for :

" ' The Royal Montreal Cavalry were out last night
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under the command of Mr. David, as a patrol for the

city and suburbs. We learn that they turned out under

the sanction and at the request of the civil authori-

ties.
" A pretty strong body of the independent mechances

of Griffintown patrolled the streets for so time last night

pretty well prepared for all emergencies. We could

find nothing to do, however.
" We have received a private communication from

Toronto, dated the 31st ultimo, from which we learn

that, on that day the greater part of the troops in gar-
rison at that place left for Kingston in the "

Cobourg,"
on their way to this City. The men, our imformant

assures us, were, as they ought to be, in the highest

spirits, and were accompanied to the place of em-

barkation by a great crowd of citizens. The troops
left are no more than are required to guard the

Commissariat funds, which are deposited for conve-

nience in the vaults of the Upper Canada Bank. A
deputation from the citizens of Toronto, had pre-
sented an Address to His Excellency, volunteering
the services of the two regiments of the city militia

to serve in place of the troops, as a garrison. The
Volunteer Rifle Corps had presented a like Address.

His Excellency had declined both, declaring that no
force beyond what the civil authorities could at any
time command, was at all needed for the preservation
of the public peace. Six thousand stand of arms,

accoutrements, &c., had been handed over to the

civil authorities, and by them deposited in the City
Hall under the charge of a body of constables. It was

thought possible, however, that the constables might be

replaced by a volunteer corps for that purpose. Mac-
kenzie's armed meetings, of which so much is made in

the papers that are dovoted to his service, are, accord-

ing to our informant, held in utter contempt in his own

neighbourhood.' Courier.
" Since writting the above, we learn,

"
says 'the
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Montreal Gazette," that yesterday, about two o'clock

in the afternoon, two persons residing at St. John's,
one of whom holds the situation of Postmaster at that

place, called at the house of Mr. Macrae, and on

being informed by Mrs. Macrae her husband was not

at home, stated that the object of their visit was, to

tell Mr. Macrae, that he must resign his commission
as a Justice of the Peace. Mrs. Macrae replied, that

she understood Mr. Macrae did not intend to comply
with their request. The two worthies then pro-
ceeded to the residence of Mr. Lindsay, it is supposed,
with t^>e same intention, but he was absent at Mon-
treal. A third visit was then paid to Mr. Pierce,

who, finding the impossibility of receiving any pro-

tection, either civil or military, was obliged to promise
the surrender of his commission. Mr. L. Marchand
was also compelled to resign.

" We are also enabled to state, that toll dues can

with difficulty be levied on the bridge across the

Richelieu river, though guaranteed by an Act of the

Provincial Legislature. The tollman was told by the

terrorists, that he must give up collecting toll, and
leave his station, which he was obliged to do. Since

then Mr. Jones has appointed one of his servants to

receive the toll dues; but against those who refuse to

pay them, he has no remedy but to submit in si-

lence.
" As we believe that all these statements are facts

that can be relied upon, some of them being made
on oath, there can no longer be any excuse, in any
quarter, for delaying to afford that succour and protec-
tion to Her Majesty's subjects to which the law entitles

them.
" The accounts which come in from day to day,

from the country round, and the neighborhood of St.

John's in particular, are of a kind to show that matters

are on the very point of reaching that crisis at which
the long desired, active, and decided intervention of
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the Government will become at once possible and

necessary. We have not chosen to deal out every

report that we have heard upon the subjsct, because

we are aware how very liable those reports are to be

exaggerated before they reach us. No time ought

certainly to be lost in stationing a body of troops at

St. John's, and indeed, if we are not misinformed,
none will be lost. It is as necessary to keep a sufficient

body together at the more important posts, as it is to

station smaller bodies at those of less importance.
Could Mr. Papineau succeed in breaking up every

regiment into detachment, before winter, he might
be said to have a chance in favor of his promised

county rising. This chance it will never do to give
him. But as soon as fresh troops come in [and they
are expected daily,] we shall look to see further dis-

tributions taking place. Let the troops once be mo-

lested, or their active interference once be called for,

and then, and not till then, the business of agitation
will be in a fair way for immediate settlement. Let
neither government nor loyal subject be then found

wanting, [as we believe they will not,] and the set-

tlement will be promptly made and finally. The
' FORWARD '

of the ,fils de la liberte
'

will never stand

the ' STEADY' of those that will be against them."

The agitation in Quebec, though less ready to

break out into rebellion than in Montreal, was equally
zealous and ardent in the cause. The select meet-

ings and resolves of the leading men were, it is said,

regularly reported by trusty spies to the Government,
which could at any time secure them. Emboldened

by long endurance on the part of the Government,

they imagined that it dared not, even within this

the chief fortress of its pcwer in North America, lay
hands upon them, and accordingly they bearded it

by the audacity of their proceedings, in contempt of

their allegiance and of the laws. Finally, it became

absolutely necessary, for the maintenance of order*
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that the Executive should move, and on the llth of

November warrants were issued for the apprehension
of several individuals residing in the city, on charges
of seditious practices. Some escaped, but three or four

of the more prominent were secured and lodged in pri-

son. These, however, after the detention of a few days,
were enlarged on bail. At Montreal, a proclamation was

issued on the 12th of November, by the magistrates, in

the terms following :

" PROCLAMATION !

"Whereas information under oath has been re-

ceived, that bodies of men are in the habit of assem-

bling together for the ostensible purpose of perform-

ing military manoeuvres, and whereas such meetings
are contrary to law and calculated to create tumult
and disorders, and to lead to other disastrous conse-

quences, the magistrates do hereby strictly enjoin
and command all persons to abstain from taking part
in such unlawful assemblages, and do give notice that

they will employ all lawful means to suppress the same
;

and the magistrates do hereby prohibit all public meet-

ings and processions which are of a nature to disturb

the public peace, arid they do call upon all loyal and
well disposed citizens to abstain from acts which are

likelj in the present excited state of public feeling to

endanger the peace of the city."
A like proclamation by the magistrates also was

issued at Quebec, on the 21st of the same month.
The magistrates were, moreover, respectively pro-
vided with printed copies of the proclamation re-

quired by the Riot Act to be read for the dispersion
of tumultuous meetings; indications of a determina-

tion by the Executive to commence vigorous action.

A new commission of the peace for the district of

Montreal, issued about the same time, weeding the

magistracy of those (sixty-one in all) who were sus
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pected of being active in the patriotic cause, or luke-

warm in their allegiance,and therefore not to be trusted.*

Bodies of armed men began now to manifest them-

selves occasionally in different quarters of the district

of Montreal, particularly in the vicinities of St. John's

and Chambly. Sir John Colborne, who had resided

during part of the summer at William Henry, per-

ceiving the crisis to be at hand, moved, on the 9th

November, to Montreal, to fix there his Head Quarters
for the winter. Volunteer corps of infantry, includ-

ing riflemen, with artillery and cavalry, were now
formed at Montreal, under the authority of Govern-

* Jos. F. Allard, Chambly j
Pierre Amiot, Vercheres

;

David Armstrong, Berthier; Frangois Ayet dit Halo, St.

Damase
;
A. E. Bardy, St. Athanase; Joseph Beaubien, St.

Benoit
;
Pierre Beaubien, Montreal ; Edouard Beaudry, Va-

rennes
;
Paul Bertrand, St. Mathias

;
Louis R. BlanchardSt.

Hyacinthe ; Seraphin Bouc, Ste Anne des Plaines
;
Flavien

Bouthillier, St Cesaire
;
Leonard Brown, Dunham

;
Paschal

Chagnon, Vercheres
; Basile, Charlebois, Vaudreuil

;
Zacha-

rie Cloutier, St. Jacques ; CyrileH. Cote, Napierville ; Pierre

H. Davignon, Ste. Marie de Monnoir ; William Dalton Pierre

de Boucher ville, Boucherville
;
Pierre P. D. Labruere, St.

Hyacinthe; Jacques D. Demartiguy, Jan., Varennes
;
Casi-

rnir T. Demontigay, North River; Leopold Desrosiers, Ber-
thier

; Henry Des Rivieres, Montreal
;
Jas. M Des Rivier.es,

Montreal; John Donegani, Montreal
; Jacques Dorion, St.

Ours
;
Pierre Dubreuil, Pointeaux Trembles

; Theophile Du-
fort, Montreal

; Joseph Dufresne, St. Jacques; Ignace Du-
mouchel, Rigaud ;

Leendre Dnrnouchel, Ste. Scholastique ;

Emery Fere, St. Eustaehe
;
Timothe Franchere, Ste. Marie

de Monnoir
; Joseph T. Franchere, St. Mathiag

;
Eugebe H.

Frechette, Chambly ;
J. Glen, Jun., Chambly ; Benjamin Hol-

mes, St. Luc
;
Merritt Hotcbkisg, Lacolle ; Andre Jobin, St.

Genevieve
;
P. P. Lachapelle, jun., Lachine

;
Antoine Lantier

St. Polycarpe ;
Louis A. Lefebvre, St. Remi

;
Jean B. Lukin,

Delery ;
Paul Lussier, Varennes

;
Damase Masson, St. Cle-

ment
;
Luc H. Masson, St. Benoit

;
Aime Massue, Yarennes

;

A.E. Montmarquet, Chatham; Donald G. Morison, St. Hy-
acinthe

;
Hercule Oliver, Berthier; Julien Poirer, St. Jacques

Marcel Poirier, St. Jacques; Eustaehe Soupras, St. Mathias;
Guillaume J. Vallee, Montreal

;
Michel F. Valois, Pointe

Claire jJoseph Vincent/Longeuil ;
E. Vincillette.St Athanase

Joachim Walker,Cotean duLacjDR. WeilbrennerBoncherville.



ment, and rapidly filled up.* The cavalry, as a corps
of observation, were found very useful in visiting the

disturbed districts in the neighbourhood, as occasion re-

quired. The entire of the military force in the Cana-

das, at this time but very small, was now concentrated

in the District of Montreal, the few troops that had
been in Upper Canada having been, with the consent of

the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Francis Bond Head, en-

tirely withdrawn to meet the gathering storm in the

Lower Province, this gentleman having determined to

stake the fate of his Province upon the loyalty of its

militia in the event of a Rebellion, of which there were

also there strong indications.

There was happily in Upper Canada and in the

Lower Provinces [Nova Scotia and .New Brunswick]
a spirit of determined loyalty, and in favour of the

constitutional cause in Lower Canada, very encourag-

ing to the British population in it. Addresses were

sent from Glengary and various other parts of Upper
Canada, to the Lieutenant Governor of the Province,

requesting him to assure Lord Gosford that they
were ready

"
to march to Lower Canada, in case His

* November 15, 1837.

SIR, I have the honour to receive this day your letter of

the 16th instant, respecting the formation, under the sanction
of the Governor in Chief, of a Volunteerjforce for the protec-
tion of the city of Montreal, and having submitted the same
for His Excellency's consideration, I am directed to acquaint

you in reply, for the information of those citizens who are

interested in such a measure, that His Excellency, alive to

the passing events, has already anticipated the object they
have in view, in the direction he has lately given for the or-

ganization and equipment of an auxiliary municipal force, to

an extent commensurate with the exigences of the times, and

adequate, as he trusts, ro frustrate the designs of the disaf-

fected, and to preserve public tranquillity. This will present
to such of the inhabitants of the city of Montreal, as maybe
desirous of no>v coming forward to aid in promoting the

cause of good order, anjopportunity of affording their services

to the constituted, authorities in their[efforts to secure obedi-

ence to the laws, and protection to persons and property.
I have, &c. S. WALCOTT.

Hon. P. McGill, Esq.



Excellency or the Commander of the Forces should

require their services." The brave men of Glengary
desired him "

to announce to His Excellency the

Governor-in-Chief, their determination to stand firm

by the throne and altar, and cordially to co-operate
with him in maintaining unimpaired the connexion

so happily existing between Great Britain and the

American Colonies." And these, it may be re-

marked, were no idle offerings, -for they afterwards,
in the hour of need, actually did turn out, and march
into a disturbed part of Lower Canada, where the ef-

fects of their visit were of late, and perhaps still are, but
too perceptible.

The following, taken at random from a multitude

of similar evidences, will sufficiently manifest the spi-
rit of loyalty that prevailed in Upper Canada, and the

views there entertained of the patriotic movements in

Lower Canada:
"At a very numerous and respectable meeting of

the inhabitants of Kingston, convened by requisition
addressed to Richard Bullock, Esq., High Sheriff of the

Midland District, and held at the Court House on Thurs-

day, the 2nd November, 1837. The meeting was open-
ed by the High Sheriff as chairman, who explained the

objects of the meeting, when the following resolutions

were put and carried unanimously.
"
Resolved, 1 . That we are at all times ready to

unite with the different Provinces of British North Am-
erica in all proper measures of reform, and on all mat-
ters concerning our interests, or those of the British Col-

onies, or on any thing tending to support and defend
our rights as British subjects, consistent with the su-

premacy of the British Government.
"

2. That this Meeting looks with concern and regret
on the proceedings of the revolutionary faction in Low-
er Canada as tending, not to the legitimate removal of

any known or imaginary grievances, but to the subver-
sion of the British Constitution.
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" 3. That circumstanced as this Province is in rela-

tion to Lower Canada, we cannot any longer defer the

declaration of our determination to support with our
lives and fortunes, the supremacy of the British Con-

stitution, and the just dependence of the Canadas up-
01 the British Crown.

"
4. That this meeting will promptly assist the loyal

and well disposed inhabitants of Lower Canada in main-

taining the laws and liberty of the British Constitution

in that Province, being convinced that it only requires
moderate firmness, on the part of our general Govern-

ment, to suppress the attempts of the rebellious party,

who, for many years have retarded our agricultural and
commercial prosperity, and the general improvement of

both Provinces.

"5. That understanding that His Excellency, Sir

Francis Bond Head, has signified his assent to the

removal of Her Majesty's Troops of the Line from

this Province, for the purpose of aiding the civil

power in Lower Canada, this meeting cannot but

feel gratified at the confidence which His Excellency
has thus manifested in the loyalty of the people in

Upper Canada and which we are determined to

prove, should occasion require it,
has not been mis-

placed.
"

6. That proud as we are of our origin as Britons,

and dearly as we value the blessings of our glorious

constitution, we cannot but regard as our enemies all

those who would assail the one, or endeavour to sub-

vert the other
;
and in order to assist our countrymen

and friends in Lower Canada, in defending these

cherished objects from the assaults of our foes, that

it is expedient, under the sanction of His Excellency
the Lieutenant Governor, to raise and enrol a Volun-

teer Corps in this town, to be in readiness to act in

the hour of need
;
and we take this occasion heartily

t3 congratulate the loyal population of Lower Canada
on their good fortune in beholding at the head of
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Her Majesty's troops in the Province, an officer of
such tried gallantry, vigilance and decision, as Sir John.

Colborne
;
and we feel assured that to act under such a

commander, would be an additional attraction to Vo-
lunteers from Upper Canada.

"
7. That copies of these resolutions be transmitted

to His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, His Excellency
Sir Francis Bond Head, Lieutenant General Sir John

Colborne, and the Presidents of the Constitutional

Associations of Montreal and Quebec."

[From the Toronto Patriot.]

" GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

29t/i Octoler, 1837.

SIR, I am commanded by the Lieutenant Governor

to inform you, that in consequence of the disturbed

state of the Lower Province, His Excellency has cheer-

fully consented to the immediate withdrawal of Her

Majesty's troops from Toronto, and that his Excellency
has moreover offered to Sir John Colborne the assist-

ance of the Military stationed at Kingston.
" As the 24th Regiment quits the barracks at this

port to-morrow, about six thousand stand of arms and

accoutrements complete will require to be protected,
and the Lieutenant Governor desires me to express to

you, that he has very great pleasure in offering to

commit this high important trust to the Loyalty and

fidelity of the Mayor, Alderman, and the Common-

alty of the City of Toronto.
" I have the honor to be, &c.,

" J. JOSEPH.
< ; The Worshipful

" The Mayor of Toronto."
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" To His Exc3llency Sir Francis Bo ad Heal, Baronet,
K. C. H., Lieutenant Goveiior of the Provinc3 of

Upper Canada, &c., &c., &c.

"
May it pleas3 Your Excellency :

"
We, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of

the City of Toronto, in Common Counsel assembled,
wait upon your Excellency for the purpose of acknow-

ledging the receipt of the communication which your

Excellency has been pleased to transmit to us, informing
us ' that in consequence of the disturbed state of the

Lower Province, your Excellency has cheerfully con-

sented to the withdrawal of Her Majesty's troops from

Toronto; that in conS3qu:nse about six thousand stand

of arms and accoutrements complete will require to be

protected, and that your Excellency has been pleased
to Commit this highly important trust to the loyalty
and fidelty of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty
of the City of Toronto.

" Whilst we deeply deplore the existence of a state

of things in the Lower Province which renders it

expedient to call for additional military aid to protect
the rights of the Crown and of the people, and to

support the laws of the land in that colony, we cannot

but warmly applaud the patriotic determination of

your Excellency in permitting the withdrawal of the

whole military force of this Province upon the present

emergency.

" We respectfully assure your Excellency that we
are deeply sensible of the very high confidence which

your Excellency has been pleased to repose in us, in

committing this very important trust to the loyalty
and fidelity of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-

alty of the City of Toronto, and we venture to assure
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your Excellency that this confidence will not prove to have

been misplaced.

[Signed,]
" GEO. GURNETT, Mayor.

" Council Chamber, 30th Oct., 1837."

"TORONTO, 3\st October, 1837.

"
SIR, Seeing that Her Majesty's Royal Troopshave

all left the seat of the Government, and having had a

Volunteer Company of young militiamen of this city

placed under my command, in the month of May, 1836,

by the Lieut. Governor, for the purpose of being drilled,
I beg leave in their behalf to offer their services to His

Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to be employed in

furnishing the usual guard for the Government House, or

any other duty which His Excellency may be pleased to

order. " I have the honor to be, &c.,

" JAMES FITZQIBBON.
" To John Joseph, Esq.,

"
Civil Secretary."

"GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
"3 1st October, 1837.

- "
SIR, I have had the honor to lay lay before His

Excellency the Lieutenant Governor your letter of
this day's date, and in reply I am commanded by His

Excellency to request thatj you will convey to the

Volunteer Company of young militiamen of this city,

placed under your command in the month of May,
1836, by the late Lieut. Governor, for the purpose of

being drilled, His Excellency's thanks for their prompt
offer to furnish a guard for the Government House, or

to perform any other duty which His Excellency may be

pleased to order.

1 am further commanded by His Excellency to

state, that in case the lives or property of His Majesty's
subjects in this Province should require defence, His
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Excellency will instantly avail himself of the services

which have so zealously been offered to him
;
but plac-

ing implicit reliance on the loyalty of the inhabitants of

Upper Canada, the Lieut. Governor must decline to ac-

cept any other personal protection than that which the

laws afford to every inhabitant of this noble Province.

" I have the honor to be, &c.,
"
J. JOSEPH.

" Colonel Fitzgibbon,
"
Commanding the 1st Toronto Militia."

Mr. Dcbartzch, of whom there has been occasion

previously to speak more than once, and who had

patronized, as already mentioned, if not published,
the " Echo du Pays" a violent anti-government and
anti-British paper, printed at the village Debartzch,
the place of his residence, but who at length, seeing
the frightful disorders coming on, in consequence of

the political agitation he encouraged, had set his face

against the doctrines it advocated, and had become

exceedingly obnoxious, by reason thereof, to his quon-
dam partizans the "patriots." He was now active in

exhorting the masses in his vicinity to moderation,
and the employment only of constitutional means for

the redress of such matters as they deemed grievances,
and doing his utmost to allay the passions which he

with others had helped to raise. But all his efforts

were unavailing,- and only served to bring upon him-

self the indignation of the multitude he formerly had

swayed, and who, from deeming him a patriarch on
whose counsels they could rely, now turned upon
him as an apostate and traitor to the cause, and one

whom it would be a virtue to seize, if not immolate.

It was accordingly determined to seize upon his per-

son, and detain him as an hostage for the safety of

any of their own associates in treason who might fall

into the hands of the government. The attempt was
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accordingly made, but aware of their purpose, he pri-

vately left his manorial residence, effected his escape,
and got safely into Montreal.*

Warrants haying at length been issued (16th No-

vember) against several of the leading and more
active patriots in the city of Montreal, on charges of

high treason, including Mr. Papineau, such of them as

could be found were immediately arrested and lodged
in prison. These were Messieurs Andre Ouimet pre-
sident of " Fils de la Liberte," J. Dubuc, an employe
at a tavern it was said, Frangois Tavernier, George De
Boucherville, an advocate. Doctor Simard, and a student

at law named Leblanc. Messrs. Papineau, O'Callagh-

an, T.S. Brown, Rodolphe De.sRivieres and Ovide Per-

rault, getting wind of the measures in preparation for

their arrest, evaded the High Constable, Mr. Delisle,

charged with the write, and escaped from town, direct-

ing their course towards the Richelieu, where the mas-

ses, though not yet actually up and in arms, were on the

qui vice and ready to rise at the bidding of their chiefs.

* The details of this gentleman's flight are given as follows
in the Q tebec Mercury of the 25th November, 183t :

"
Many contradictory reports have been circulated respect-

ing the departure of Mr Debartzch'and his family from hie

residence and estate, but the following, which |we tra-. slate

from the Populuire, is, we believe, a correct narrative of what
occurred on the occasion :

" After the assembly of the six counties, and whilst Mr.
Debartzch thought himself in full security with his family,
but after the agitators had endeavoured to scandalize the

Church of St. Charles, on the reading of the mandement of the

Bishop and had endeavoied to establish in the parish a branch
of the most noble order of the " Sons of L'.beriy," a report

spread, or rather the report was set on foot, that Mr. Debart-
zch intended to retire from the village ;

that he had charter-

ed a steamboat to transport all his moveables, and that he
was about to seek refuge, under the wing of authority, from
the vengeance to which the harangues of Papineau had excited
the people of the parishes against ihose whom he proclaimed
as the enemies of the patriotic cause, to called by him. Mr.
Debartzch was informed that preparations were making in the

neighbouring parishes to collect a party, and he might expect

something more serious than a charivari. One night, about
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The same evening that these arrests took place, a

party consisting of eighteen of the Volunteer Cavalry,
was despatched, under Lieut. Ennatinger, to St. John's

attended by a constable, to arrest two inhabitants of

that place, Messrs. Davignon and Deniaray, charged
with treasonable practices. Having quietly effected

their purpose, they left St. John's, on their return,about

three o'clock the following morning taking the road

through Chainbly to Longueuil.
The following is a report of the case, taken from a

Montreal newspaper:
" Not far from Chainbly, they met with a party of

about 30 persons, variously armed, who. however,
went off as they approached. At about a mile from

Longeuil, they were warned by a woman, that a

large party of men was in waiting for them a little

further on
;
but from some cause or other the infor-

mation was disregarded, and che party proceeded as

before. Theo hsd gone on but a very short distance,

when they found themselves almost ciose to a body
of about 300, in a field on the right of the road,

protected by a high fence, and armed with rifles and

eight o'clock, the footsteps of a numerous crowd were heard
about bis house

;
Mr. Debartzch went out in his verandaand

saw, before the gate of his grounds, a, party of probably 200

persons, many of whom were armed
;

it was dark, however,
and it was difficult to identify individuals.
" The family of Mr. Debirtzch were in a state of anxiety

which it is difficult to describe, but he retained his calmness
and self-possession, and remained unshaken

;
he continued to

walk in the veranda, and saw a gun presented at him, which
was snapped, but fortunately only burnt the priming. These

people remained for a considerable time before the house
;
at

length a voice cried out,
"
It appears that he does not set out

on his journey to night ;
we will return again,"

" The night was passed by the family in a state difficult to

describe, and which was only relieved by the courageous
conduct of the master of the house. >( 'The next day a nu-
merous party, at the head ot which was the ex-Major
Drolet, Dr. Duvert and many others, posted themselves in the

Village, and sent ns their herald one Marchesseault. One
of the daughters of Mr. Debartzch, being excited with unusual
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muskets. The party in advance movel on to pass them,
butwas received bya heavy-fire,which it was impossible for

them to return with effect, armed as they were with pis-

tols only, and from a body which, on account of the high
fence, they could not charge sword in hand. Under these

circumstances,they fell back on the main body ofthe party

though not until several shots had told with effect upon
them. Lieut. Ermatinger was wounded with duck-shot

in the face and below the. shoulder, Mr. Sharp received

a bullet through the leg, a little below the knee, and Mr.
John P. Ashton also also received a slight wound from a

slug. Mr. John Molson, junior, had a narrow escape for

his life, a bullet passing through his cip and grazed his

head. Mr. Joshua Woodhouse also was wounded severe-

ly. Several of the horses were more or less wounded. In

turning to retreat, the wagon in which the constable and
the two prisoners were, was upset and necessarily left be-

hind by the cavalry, who then made their way into Long-
euil, across the fields. On arriving there,they found a de-

tachment oftwo companies from the 32nd Regiment under

courage at the appearance ofa man who owed all be had to the

protection and generosity of Mr. Debartzch, cried out,
" My

dear father, I hope you have too much respect for yourself to

hold any communication with so low a fellow as I see before

you." Marchesseault dropped his head like a criminal struck
te the earth on hearing the sentence the judge is pronouncing
upon him. Mr. Debartzch replied,

" Never mind, my dear, I

shall not forget what I ought to do, and am fully sensible of

your filial affection under such trying circumstances.
"' Marchesseault then ventured to lift his eyes halfway,

and faltered out,
" that there were painful moments in life

;

that he never should forget what he owed to Mr. Debartzch,
but that the good of his country was above all consideration,
that he was deputed by the people to demand from Mr. De-
bartzch a plain declaration, that he had not advised the gov-
ernment to arrest the signers of the address, at the meeting of
the six counties. That without such declaration he was sorry
to say he could not be accountable for the consequences.' Mr.
Debartzch could honestly do so, and he had no hesitation in

declaring, as was required of him, in writing, provided the
leaders of the party signed a passpost that should secure him-
self ani family a safe passage to Montreal without insult to
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Major Reid, who had been despatched at an early hour

from Montreal, to receive and support them in case of

necessity, but whose orders had unfortunately directed

him not to proceed beyond Longueuil. The prisoners had,

however, then made their escape, and the whole body re-

turned to the city for further orders Some two hours

afterwards, Constable Malo returned to the city, report-

ing none others killed or wounded, and of course without

his prisoners."
This was the first armed resistance to the laws, and the

success of it, of course, elated the patriots beyond
"

mea-

sure, inspiring them with an undue confidence in their

strength and prowess, which they shortly after found to

be premature. The rescuing party was under the direc-

tion of Mr. Bonaventure Viger, assisted by Doctor

Kimber, of Chambly.
The flight of Mr. Papineau and several of his more

prominent colleagues from Montreal, was a signal for the

gathering of the masses on the Richelieu. A considerable

body of patriots accordingly assembled at the village

Debartzch, in the Parish of St. Charles, taking posses-

molestation. Marchesseault carried back this answer
;
a con-

sultation was held, but it is supposed the leaders were cauti-

ous in giving such a passport, as it might furnish proof of their

insurrection, for Marchesseault returned with an answer, that

they would be contented if Mr. Debartzch would pledge his

word to the same effect. The party withdrew shortly after-

wards.
" ' In the course of the day fresh movements were made

amongst the insurgents ;
the most contradictorj reports were

circulated, and menaces of burning and pillage were not sparj
ed

;
several persons came to Mr. Debartzch to persuade him

to lesfve his house, urging npon him that his family would be

exposed to less danger than he would encounter, and that a
moment's delay might render his retreat impossible. Over-
come by these remarks and by the urgent solicitation of his

family, Mr. Debartzch consented to withdraw, and set out
about night-fall.

'" On the day next but one a steamboat, chartered by Mr.

Debartzch, arrived to bring away all his family, and they even-

tually arrived in safety at Montreal, grafeful that under Pro-
vidence they had escaped the dangers by which they were sur-

rounded.' "
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sion of the Manor House, which Mr. Debartzch had

lately abandoned, throwing up also a rough breastwork

of logs and timber round the village to prevent surprise
and by way of defence against troops that might be

sent to dislodge them. This was, it seerns, to be the

head quarters of the insurgent or patriotic army, south

of the St. Lawrence, of which Mr. Thomas S . Brown
now assumed the command, by authority, it was suppos-

ed, of the permanent Central Committee of Montreal, or

by nomination of Mr. Papineau himself. The commis-

sariat, to subsist this assemblage of some 600 to 800

habitants, was supplied by plunder collected by
marauding parties under the orders of the commander
of the so called patriotic army, who, it was said

succeeded in depriving several of his mercantile ac-

quaintaces at Montreal of considerable quantites of

grain and flour, which they recently had purchased
from the farmers in that quarter, and stored, to be
forwarded in course of the autumn to Montreal in

lighters or small river craft.*

The following shews the spirit that actuated the loy-
alists at Montreal :

"
MONTREAL, (Herald,^) Nov. 25.

" The intelligence from the country has converted

* "
Yesterday Mr. Perrin of St. Antoine, shipped some wheat

in boats to the care of Messrs. Dempster & Rodger, of this city,
but ft portion of it was seized for the patriotic army by Mr. T.
S. Brown, who appears now to have charge of the Commissa-
riat. Information was received in town yesterday that Papi-
neau slept on Tuesday evening at the house of Wolfred Nelson,
and that he is now at St. Charles along with O'Callaghan,
Brown, Des Rivieres, Gauvin, Cartier, Beaubien, Duvernay,
Louis Perrault, and several other rebels.

" The rebels, under the command of Mr T. S. Brown, have
laid an embargo on all the gra

;n in the district in which they
have taken up their quarters. A clerk of Messrs. Dempster
and Rodger's was sent a few days ago to superintend the ship-
ment of a considerable quantity of wheat from St. Antoine,
but was informed by Mr. Brown that he could not allow it to

leave the place where it was stored, as he was seizing all the

grain
he could find for the patriotic army ;

he also sent his
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this
city into a barrack. All the wards are armed,

and the volunteer brigades have pretty well com-

pleted their organization. In the remote-contingency
of any attack on the city, there will be no want of arms
or of men to wield them

; but, as discipline is absolutely

requisite to make the few equal to the many, we cannot

too strongly impress on the powers that be the necessity
of regularly drilling all the volunteers, and of as regular-

ly paying all such as may stand in need of any."
A considerable mustering of the patriotic forces now

took place at St. Denis, on the river Chambly, under the

direction of Doctor Wolfred Nelson, who having for many
yeirs resided in that parish, where, besides practising his

profession, he carried on a brewery and dislillery on an ex-

tensive scale, was popular among his neighbours and the

yeomanry of the adjacent parishes, and distinguished also

as a devoted and active partizan of Mr. Papineau, and
staunch patriot in the prevailing sense of the word.

Shortly after the rescue of Messrs. Davignon and De-

inaray, the .following appeared in the public papers, Sign-
ed by several magistrates of French or foreign origin, re-

sident in Montreal :

To the Inhabitants of the District of Montreal :

" As magistrates and conservators of the peace of

Her most gracious Majesty in this district, we con-

ceive it to be our duty to anticipate the serious events

compliments to several of his quondam friends in town that

he would be happy to see them at St. Charles, where Mr.
Debartzch had left a large supply of fat turkeys, pigs, geese,

&c., and had besides an excellent stocked wine cellar.
" We understand from the Herald of this morning, that Mr.

Chaffers of St. Cesaire, the magistrate who had become so ob-

noxious to the intimidators of that place, in consequence of his

refusal to give up his commission, has been obliged to fly for

his life, and leave his house and property to the mercy of his

enemies. Shortly after he went away, about a hundred and

fifty armed men entered his house, eight of whom presented
their guns to Mr. Chaffers' clerk, in order to induce him to

tell where his master had gone to." Montreal Gazette.



457

which threaten the public tranquillity, and, in a

fatherly feeling, to warn you of the danger you will

incur if you allow yourselves to be longer deceived,
as well as of the punishment that may fall upon you
if you continue a contest as parricidal as it is unlaw-

ful.
" The officers of justice have been fired upon in

the performance of their painful duty ; prisoners who
had been lawfully arrested, that they might be tried

by the tribunals of their country, have been liberated,

these are grave offences, and draw after them the

most severe punishment upon those who have been

guilty of their commission.
" It is not you, inhabitants of the country, natu-

rally peaceable in your habits, who have voluntarily

opposed yourselves to justice; but it is those perfi-

dious men who have pushed on some isolated indi-

viduals to commit these acts unworthy of those who
know how to respect the public peace and the laws.

"We exhort you not only against all violent pro-

ceedings, but also to return quietly to your own
hearths and to your family, in whose bosom you will

be free from molestation. It is by committing your-
selves to the protection of the law and the British

Government, that you will succeed in bringing back

peace and prosperity to your country. Already are we
informed that several parishes which had gone astray
have returned from their wandering and repented of their

error.
" If our voices were not well known, if there was a

reluctance to listen to reason, still it would, neverthe-

less, be our duty to warn you that neither the military

force, nor the civil authorities, can be assailed with im-

punity, and that the vengeance of the law will be as

prompt as it will be terrible. The aggressors will be-

come the victims of their temerity, and they will owe
the misfortunes which will fall upon their heads only to

their own obstinacy. Those who urge you to these ex-
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cesses are not your true friends. They have already
abandoned you, and will again abandon you in the mo-

ment of danger, whilst we would recall you to the paths
of peace believe ourselves to be the most devoted ser-

vants of our country."*

On this occasion a " General Order" was issued on

the 2 1st November, as follows :

" HEAD QUARTERS,
''
G. 0. MONTREAL, November 21, 1837.

" The Lieutenant General Commanding desires

that officers commanding military stations will circu-

late as widely as possible the accompanying copies of

an Address from the magistrates of Montreal to the

inhabitants of the Montreal district : and that they will

take every opportunity of impressing upon the minds
of the peasantry, that troops have been collected solely
for the protection of the lives and property of the loyal
inhabitants

;
and that all those who remain quietly and

peaceably in their houses, will be protected and secured

in the full enjoyment of their homes, aud that every
man found in arms, without authority, or offering resis-

tance to the due execution of the laws, will be treated with
the utmost rigour.

" JOHN EDEN,
" Lieut. Colonel, Dy. Adjt. Genl."

But a niuch more noble document than the above

was presented, on the 24th November, to the Gover-

nor at Quebec, by a number of truly patriotic gen-

tlemen, whose names deserve to be recorded in letters

of gold, for the admiration and respect of posterity:

* D. B- Viger, Pierre DeRocheblave, Louis Gugy, Edouard
M. Leprohon, Etienne Gugy, P. R. Leclare, William B. Do-
negani, Chas. J. Rodier, Alexis Leframboise, Jules Quesnel,
Felix Souligny, P. J Lacroix, N. E. Barren.



459

"
QUEBEC, 24th November, 1837.

"
Srn, In the present state of the Province, we

the undersigned, beg to tender our service as Volun-

teers in aid of Her Majesty's Government, to be enroll-

ed as a corps of Light Infantry, or in any way His Ex-

cellency the Governor in Chief may direct.
" We want neither pay or allowances, and will serve

under any officers His Excellency may appoint.
" We have the honor to be, &c.,

"John Fraser, A. Simpson, James Sealy, James

Hamilton, Robert Maxwell, Philip Holland, W. Tre-

main, Chas. Poston, Chas. Poston, jun., R. M. Long-
muir, William Penny, David Young, William Price,
James Bell Forsyth, D. Burnet, W. H. A. Davis,
Robert Shaw, Thomas Morkill, William Ramsay, W.
Stevenson, M. Stevenson, Thos. C. Lee, H. Burstall,
J. Charlton Fisher, Jno. Thompson, Edward Ross,
R. P. Ross, Jas. H. Tubby, H. W. Gibsone, G. F.

Gibsone, W. D. Dupont, Wm. A. Cuppage, William

Creelman, Paul Lepper, E. Lane, R. Chalmers, A.

Lenfesty, Richard Wainwright, E. E. Holt, G. W.
Thomas, W. C. Henderson, A. G. Stewart, G. Forrest,
Janie Dean, Geo. Mountain, James Burns, Adam
Burns, James B. Edie, A. Laurie, Rice Meredith,
Thomas Jackson, John Sinclair, D. J. Graddon, H.
Le Mesurier, J. Tos. Rollo, W. H. D. Jeffery, Henry
Sharpies, J. S. (Campbell, James Gibb, J. W. Leay-
craft, And. McGill, A. Bell, Jno. Bonner, And. H.

Young, A. Jno. Maxham, G. H. Parke, Dun. Me,

Pherson, Jas. G. Ross, Geo. S. Pierce, W. Lampson.
" To S. Walcott, Esq., &c., &c., &c."

" CASTLE OF ST. LEWIS,
"
QUEBEC, Kith November, 1837.

''GENTLEMEN, Having submitted to His Excel-

lency the Governor in Chief the letter dated the 24th

instant, and signed by you and a number of other

highly respectable inhabitants of this city, tendering
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your gratuitous services as Volunteers, to be enrolled

as a corps of Light Infantry in aid of Her Majesty's

Government, I have been directed by His Excellency
to assure you that he accepts with great pleasure
and satisfaction the offer you have so handsomely made
on this occasion, and most willingly sanctions the forma-

tion of four companies of 60 to 80 men each, two of

such companies to be rifle companies, and the whole to

be called the "
Quebec Light Infantry Corps."

" I am further to acquaint you that His- Excellency
has been pleased to appoint the following gentlemen to

officer such corps, viz :

J. S. Campbell, Esq., to be Captain.
Thomas Froste, Esq., to be Lieutenant.

Paul Lepper, Esq., to be Ensign in the First Com-

pany.
A. Simpson, Esq., to be Captain.
H. Sharpies, Esq., to be Lieutenant.

E. H. Davidson, Esq., to be Ensign in the Second

Compuny.
John Young, Esq., to be Captain.
H. J. Noad, Esq., to be Ensign in the Third Com-

pany.
G. B. Cullen, Esq., to be Captain.
Wm. K. Baird, Esq., to be Lieutenant, and
Mr. J. Martyn, to be Ensign in the Fourth Com-

pany.
The two last companies to be rifle companies.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

S. WALCOTT, Civil Secretary.
To W. Price, &c.

The loyal of the citizens of Quebec accordingly
formed themselves into military corps, the Parliament

Building being assigned them as a drill house, and they
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gratuitously did the garrison duties during the whole

winter. The patriots of this city, though galled at the

gallant conduct of their fellow-subjects of British ori-

gin, were quiet, and affected even to hold loyal meetings
but not until after the affair at St. Charles we are

presently to notice. At these meetings, however, not-

withstanding the endeavours at self constraint, the true

feeling occasionally burst forth and but too evidently ap-

peared.

We are now to notice the military proceedings
which took place in consequence of the assembling
of the patriots and the open rebellion that had "actually
broken out in the district of Montreal. The day
after the rescue of Davignon and Demaray, four com-

panies of the 1st or Royal Regiment, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Wetherall, accompanied by
a small detachment of Artillery, with, two field pieces,
under Captain Glasgow, and some 16 to 20 of Captain
David's Montreal Volunteer Cavalry, crossed from
Montreal to Longueuil, attended by the Deputy Sheriff,
Mr. Duchesnay, and Messieurs S. Bellingham and P.
E. Leclerc, magistrates. They immediately went on to

Fort Chambly, where they took quarters for the moment,
awaiting further orders. They were not entirely unop-

posed on the march, as, from the following sketch of it.

probably by one of the party, may be collected :

" The spot where the attack was made on Friday
upon the cavalry, is, as we now learn from parties
who have since gone over the ground, from two or

three miles out of Longueuil. On arriving at the

place, the detachment found the wagon in which
the prisoners had been conveyed, lying by the road-

side, a dead horse in the road, and tracks of blood
in the field where the assailants had been posted ;

from which it would appear that some execution was
done by the fire of the cavalry previous to their re-
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treat. The houses and barns by the road-side, from
which the cavalry had been fired upon in their re-

treat, were all found with the doors and window-
shutters nailed up. A careful search was of course

made, but though the fires were still burning in some
of them, there were neither weapons nor inmates to

be found in any. The party then proceeded along
the road, finding the houses, with one or two excep-
tions only, deserted, and uniformly without arms in

them. Scouts were frequently seen mounted, and

riding down the several concession roads towards the

main road
;
but on sight of the troops, they uniformly

started off again. An individual who was met upon
the main road, stated that as he came along he had
seen numbersof men, women and children, leaving
the {Jhouses along the road, and going off right and

left, and men mostly armed. About six miles from

Chambly a man was overtaken on the road, armed.

When arrested, he admitted that he had turned out

to join a party that was designed to intercept the troops.
About a mile further, the cavalry, who were in advance

of the main body, gave chase to a party of about 30
armed horsemen, whom they saw at some distance before

them, and who made off immediately at full speed, turn-

ing to the left up a concession road towards the Belkeil

mountain. After a mile and a half of hard riding, most
of them took to the woods, while the remainder made
their escape along the road. A company of the infantry

coming up, were then ordered into the bush, the cavalry

being drawn up along the edge to cut off such as

might be driven out. Some twenty or thirty shots

were exchanged, with what effect on the rebels is

not known, and two prisoners named Mongeau, father

and son, and four horses, were taken. None of the

soldiers were hurt. The elder Mongeau, when taken,
was armed with a horse pistol, the younger with a

fusil. Both had a good supply of ball-catridge, a
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part of which they declared to have been served out

to them by Dr. Kimber, of Chambly, one of the

missing heroes of the revolution, whose present locale

is by many shrewdly conjectured to be south of the

line 45 . On arriving at Booth's tavern, not far from

Chainbly, a party of about 100 men were found

posted just beyond the bridge ;
but they made off so

fast, as the troops came up, that only four of them

were taken. The party reached Chambly with their

seven prisoners a little after sun-down. From the

general statements made by the prisoners, it is evi-

dent that a large body of men had been called out to

oppose the troops, and that courage, rather than

numbers, was wanting to induce them to attempt it.

The two Mongeaus, we understand, are identified as

having been of the party that fired on the cavalry on

Friday. The two magistrates and the deputy sheriff

returned on Saturday to the city. 'The troops, with

their prisoners, who are placed in separate confinement,
remain at Chambly."

It being now ascertained that the patriots were

collected in considerable numbers, as well at St.

Denis, where Doctor Wolfred Nelson was the leading

man, as at St, Charles, (village Debartzch,) under

Mr. Thomas Storrow Brown, it was deemed neces-

sary to take measures to disperse these assemblages
and to apprehend their chiefs. Accordingly three

companies, besides those that had proceeded to Fort

Chambly, of the 24th and 32ud Regiments, one field-

piece, and a small detachment of the Montreal Cav-

alry, under the command of Colonel Gore, were em-

barked on the 22nd November, on board the steam-

boat St. George, (C. L. Armstrong, master,) for

Sorel, as the most expeditious route to St. Charles
;

Lieut. Col. Wetherall, stationed at Chambly, had been
furnished with instructions to march, with the Royals,

upon the same point, so as to meet and from a junction
with the force under Colonel Gore. The troops un-
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der Colonel Gore were landed at Sorel on the same

night, and about ten o'clock, notwithstanding the

darkness of the night, and the extreme inclemency
of

"

the weather
;

the wind being squally and tem-

pestuous, with frequent showers of sleet and rain,

they, with the addition of the light company of

the 66th, under Captain Crompton, stationed at

Sorel, were marched towards the supposed seat of

the enemy. The roads, as they always are at this

period of the year, were in a horrid condition, and

the roud and water, during almost the whole march,
were knee deep. After an unexampled and truly

harassing march of about twelve hours, the troops
arrived in the neighbourhood of the village of St.

Denis at about ten o'clock on Thursday morning. A
picket of the cavalry being at this time in advance,
and making two prisoners of the patriotic party,brought
them in to Colonel Gore, who learned from them that

the insurgents were posted in great force in the village

of St. Denis.
" The necessary orders were then given for the

troops to advance, an order which was promptly

obeyed, notwithstanding the harassing and fatiguing
march of the night. Towards the north-eastern en-

trance of the village of St. Denis, there is a large stone

house of three or four stories, which was discovered

to be full of armed men, who opened a sharp and gal-

ling fire upon the troops. The skirmishing party here

consisted of the light company of the 32nd, under

Captain Markham. Within a quarter of an hour
after the firing commenced, Captain Markam was

severely wounded in the leg ; and, almost at the same

moment, received two dangerous wounds in the

neck, which brought him to the ground. In con-

veying him to the rear, he received another wound,
a proof of the dexterity and precision of the fire kept

up by the patriots. It was found by Colonel Gore that

the infantry, deprived of the assistance of Colonel
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Wetherall's force, was inadequate to cope with the ter-

rible fire ofmusketry that was kept up and directed

against them from the stone house. The field-piece,

accordingly, was brought to bear upon this fort of the

insurgent army, and injured it considerably, sending

many of the inmates to their final account. Notwith-

standing, as the ammunition was nearly exhausted, it

was deemed prudent to retire, in order to maintain the

communication with orel, as many of the inhabitants

were seen gathering from all directions to the scene of

action. At about half-past two in the afternoon, the

order to fall back was given, and with the loss of six

men killed and ten wounded, a retreat was commenced.

The roads were so bad it was impossible to get fur-

ther than three miles that night ;
and Colonel Gore was

under the necessity of bivouacking till daylight of Fri-

day morning (24th), when he again commenced his

march upon Sorel, which he reached that afternoon."

The Deputy Sheriff, Mr. Juchereau Duchesnay,

charged with warrants to apprehend Doctor Wolfrgd
Nelson and others, of St. Denis and the neighbour-

hood, for treasonable practices, accompanied the ex-

pedition. The precise loss of the patriots on the

occasion has never been distinctly stated, though
several must have fallen.* Among these, Ovide

* I have but very recently obtained from a gentleman, who
was with the patriots at St. Denis and engaged on their side

in this action, the following: statement, which I am satisfied

is correct as to the number of patriots slain, and which is not
so considerable as when the above was written it was under-
stood to have been. According to the following, the first

shot it seems came from the troops.
Names of persons killed at St. Denis the 23rd Nov., 1837 ;

Residence. 'Age. Married. Single.
Jos. Dudevoir, St. Denis, 39 1

Eusebe Faneuf, 1901
1 Antoine Lusignan,

" 54 1 -

Pierre Minette,
" 30 10

Charles St. Germain, " 25 10
2 Benjamin Durocher, St. Anloine, 40 1 .

Levy Bourgeois,
" 40 1
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Perrault. M. P. P., a barrister and young man of

considerable promise, was very generally regretted.
Several of the soldiers also fell, it is said, during the re-

treat, Three or four, who were wounded during the

action, were, with a field piece, which, owing to the very
bad state of the roads, and the great fatigue ofthe troops,
it was found impossible to bring away, left behind, and
fell into the hands of the victorious patriots, who treat-

ed the wounded with great care and kindness. Doctor

Nelson, notwithstanding his errors as a British subject,

great and grave as they were, in forgetting the respect he
owed to the laws of his country, and his duty and alle-

'

giance to his Sovereign, to his honor be it told, did not,
after the action was over, forget the duties of humanity,
but bestowed the greatest of attention on the wounded
soldiers who were left behind, and with a kindness as

they stated, that could not be exceeded by their own re-

gimental surgeons.
This second and signal success of the patriotic

cause, elated the patriots in all quarters of the Pro-

vince, who, as the navigation was on the point of

closing, aad the arrival of reinforcements by sea

Residence. Age. Married. Single.
3 Damien Remain,

" 20 1

Honore Boutillet, "20 1

Jean Bte.Pattenaude, St. Denis, 55 1 -0

Ovide Perrault, Montreal, 25 1

Frangois Dufeault, St. Denis, 25

Frangois X.Lamoureux, St. Ours, 17 i

1 This man was not engaged, nor in the battle. He was
standing as a spectator at the corner of a street, at some dis-

tance from the troops,
2 Killed before the battle, several acres below where it

took place, as he was crossing a field.

3 His body was found and recognized between St. Denis

and St. Ours, at the breaking up of the ice the spring follow-

ing. He was killed by the troops on arriving, shortly, pre-
vious to the engagement. It is said that these two persons
were killed before a shot was fired from the house in which
the patriots took post, or elsewhere.

Quebec, 1st November, 1&62
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deemed impracticable, and the advent of such overland

out of the question, now counted upon certain success.

But the tables were about to turn against them.
Lieut. Colonel Wetherall had- left Chambly for St.

Charles, the head quarters of the patriots, at the same

hour, on the 22nd of November, at which Col. Gore
left William Hcnery for St. Denis, being reinforced

by a company of the 66th Regiment, which joined
him at Fort Chambly. The patriots were evidently on
the outlook for them, it being observed by the troops

that, on crossing the basin at the Fort to the east side

of the river, blue lights fired by the patriots gave no-

tice to their friends at St. Charles, some distance lower

down, of Colonel Wetherall's movement.
" The troops proceeded, encountering the worst of

weather and roads, through the night, and through
the forenoon of Thursday, till on arriving at Rouville,
some six or seven miles from St. Charles, they found
a Abridge of considerable size removed, and were

forced to bivouac there for the night. The next day
appears to have been spent in getting up a new bridge,

refreshing the troops, and obtaining information. Ma-

jor Ward, with the Grenadier Company of the Royals,
from St..John's, also joined the main body during that

day. Major Ward had reached Chambly too late to

join in the march, and had thereupon taken the precau-
tion to procure scows and batteaux for conveyance of

his company down the river to Rouville,by which means

they arrived at that place fresh and well prepared for

service.
"
During the whole of this time, the communication

by despatches with Chambly and Montreal, was ex-

tremely irregular, most of those sent out towards Rou-
ville being driven back, and little or no news being

brought in from that quarter. All sorts of reports, of

course, prevailed by turns.
" The march was accomplished without opposition

or hindrance, except from the breaking down of the
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bridges, &c., until he arrived within a mile of St.

Charles, when the troops were fired upon from the

left or opposite bank of the Richelieu, and a man of

the .Royal Regiment wounded. Several rifle shots

were also fired from a barn immediately in their front,

whereupon the barn was immediately burnt. On

arriving at two hundred and fifty yards from the rebel

works, Col. Wetherall took up a position, hoping that a

display of his force would induce some defection a-

mongst the infatuated people ; they, however, opened a

heavy fire, which was returned. The gallant Colonel

then advanced to another position, one hundred yards
from the works, but finding the defenders obstinate, he

stormed and carried them, burning every building with-

in the stockade, excepting that of Mr. L>ebartzch,which

however, was much injured.
" The affair occupied about one hour. The slaughter

on the side of the patriots was very great. , An indi-

vidual states, that he saw upwards of 152 buried, and

there remained many more
;
besides which a great

many were killed in the buildings, and their bodies

burnt. Their wounded were three hundred and

odd."*

It is a fact, not mentioned in any of the reports of

the time, that in the morning of the day in which
this action took place, Colonel Wetherall sent word

(by an old and apparently very respectable habitant,

who, travelling in the direction of St. Charles, had
fallen into the hands of the military in advancing),
that if they would disperse to their respective homes
before he reached that place, he pledged his word
that no perquisition as to those who had rendezvoused

there in arms should take place, and that all should

be passed over and consigned to oblivion. No regard,

* If Mr. Brown's statement (see at the end of the Chapter)
is correct, this must be gently exaggerated.
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however, being paid to his communication, vigorous ac-

tion consequently became necessary.*
Two 24-pounders had been mounted within the

entrenchment upon which the attack was made. They
were spiked by the captors, and cast into the Richelieu.

Upwards of a hundred stand of arms also were taken and

destroyed . The force assembled at the outset was said to

have amounted to 1500, and many of them fought with

a spirit worthy of better leaders, and of a better cause.

Mr. Brown,
" the General commanding," is repre-

sented as having disappeared previous to the assault

upon his fortifications. According to the prisoners,
he rode off at the very first of the fire, telling the

unfortunate men he had posted in the entrenchments,
that he was going to bring up a reinforcement he

had in reserve at a short distance, but was not after-

wards seen nor heard of by them.f He effected his

retreat into the state of Vermont, after much diffi-

culty and suffering, sleeping out in the woods for

several nights without shelter or fire, and under cold

and heavy rains, and of which he afterwards gave a

The following is a return of the killed and wounded of

Her Majesty's troops :

KILLED.

Sergt. R. & F.

The Royal Regiment 1 1

66th Regiment I

I 2

WOUNDED SEVERELY. SUGHTLY.

Sergt. R. &. F. R. & F.

The Royal Regiment 087
6th Regiment 021

7 W 7
t See his own narrative of the matcer, at the end of this

chapter, furnished me through Doctor Nelson since the above
was written, and which I believe to be faithful.
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well-written and very interesting, as well as humorous

report in the American newspapers.
The re-entry of Lieut. Colonel Wetherall and his party

into Montreal took place on the 29th November, in

triumphal procession. The Volunteer Cavalry landed

first, two of them bearing the liberty pole (column, as it

was absurdly called,) erected at St. Charles at the late

meeting of the- six Counties, with its wooden tablet,

whereon were incised the words,
" A PAPINEAU PAR

SES CONCITOTENS RECONNAissANTS." The Artillery
followed with, in addition to their own armament of two
small guns taken at Point Olivier, on the Richelieu.

After them rode the Commanding Officer, followed by
the band of the Royals, then the infantry, the first com-

pany of whom escorted the prisoners, only thirty-two of

whom had been retained, the rest of those taken at St.

Charles having been restored to liberty. This most suc-

cessful expedition, after the late signal failure at St.Denis,
had of course an encouraging effect upon the loyal in all

quarters, and that of depressing, in a corresponding de-

gree, the opposite class.

But where was Mr. Papineau during these two

lamentable acts in the political drama ? He had, as

previously mentioned, left Montreal and proceeded
to St. Denis, where he became an inmate with Doctor
W. Nelson, who received, with more than wonted

hospitality,
" the great man," as his superior, and

one whom he and others, at the great agitation meet-

ing at St. Ours on the 7th May preceding, solemnly
declared before the whole world,

" had been stamped
by God to be a political chief,* the regenerator of a

nation;" * * * * "endowed for this purpose
with a force of mind and elequence not to be sur-

j . , __
* See the matter on this subject by Doctor Nelson, as well

as the correspondence in French, relating to the difficulties

between him and Mr. Papineau, from La Mmerve&nd L'Avenier

newspapers, at the end of the Chapter, and the note hpaded
" MB PAPINEAU."
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passed ;
a hatred of oppression ;

a love of his coun-

try that neither promises nor threats can shake."

Here he remained the Doctor's guest until the

appearance of the troops on the morning of their

visit to St. Denis, when it was deemed necessary, by
the advice and particular desire, as Mr. Papineau and
his friends assert, of Doctor Nelson, that he should,
for various reasons, be a non-combatant, and with-

draw from the scene of the approaching conflict, not

only that "
so precious a life" might not be endan-

gered by the casualties of warfare, but that if cir-

cumstances, subsequently to an appeal to arms, should

render negociation with the government necessary
and admissible, the task might -devolve with the

greater propriety upon him, as not having borne arms.

This, however, has of late, though not until of late,

(1848,) been positively denied by Dr. Nelson, who
has at the same time, with singular asperity, accused

Mr. Papineau of cowardly desertion on the occasion.

Which of the parties, in the vehemence wherewith both

assertion and denial are made in the public prints, par-

ticularly those of 1848, is most entitled to credit, it is

difficult to determine.

Mr. Papineau accordingly retired to the parish of

St. Hyacinthc, on the river Yarnaska, where he re-

mained until the affair between the troops under Lieut.

Colonel Wetherall, and the patriots at St. Charles

under Mr. Brown, took place. Immediately after this

occurrence, he proceeded, under the guidance of

some two or three faithful friends, to the eastern bank
of the Richelieu, thence wending his way upwards
to the nearest United States territory, travelling

chiefly by night, through swamps half frozen, often

up to the middle in water, narrowly escaping, on

several occasions, parties on the outlook for him, and

finally reaching Alberg, on Lake Champlain, whence
he crossed over the

-

Bay of Missisquoi to Swanton,
in the state of Vermont, on the ice, through which
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he broke in, and was, with difficulty, saved by his at-

tendants from drowning. He was, it need scarcely be

observed, received with the hospitality characteristic of

the people of the United States, among whom he sought

refuge, and was now finally become an exile, after years of

labour and agitation for, as he no doubt deemed it, his

country's good, and with the approbation of nine-tenths,
ifnot the universality, of his compatriots of French origin.
Mr. O'Callaghan steadily accompanied him, and was, in

truth, his "fidus Achates,"
In the unseemly altercations that have recently taken

place in the public prints, as above alluded to, between
Dr. Wolfred Nelson on the one side, and Mr. Papineau,
or rather his friends, on the other, relating to the events

of those times, the Doctor has not only accused his quon-
dam chief and leader of cowardice, and of deserting him
on the morning of the affair at St. Denis, but states also,

as a fact, that Mr. Papineau, while at St. Denis, and his

guest, drew up and signed a Declaration of the independ-
ence of Lower Canada, and in which he (Doctor Nelson)
had concurred, and, together with six others, had signed,
but that on learning the advance of the troops, Mr.

Papineau destroyed it, with other papers.* Without

* The following are extracts from a letter addressed by Dr
Ne'son to Mr. Papineau through the Minerve of24th July, 1848
" Voiis ne rougissez pas de dire que je suis un de ceui qui

ont le plus contribue a amener les troubles de ''

37," mais ce

lie fut pas a St. Denis ouils e'claterentpremie'rement ;
et vous

ne pourriez avec raison me rendre responsable des horreurs et

de la devastation, qui furent accomplies a St. Eustache, St.

Benoit, et autres endroits ou votre influence etait toute puis-
aante

;
non plus ai-je eu affaire avec la premiere lutte qui a'en-

gagea dans le cbemin de Longueuil, ou un peloton de braves

Canadiens, ayant en tete mon ami M. Bonaventure Viger, qui
s'est si honorablement distingue en cette occasion, comme
dans toutes celles ou il se trouvait, arracherent a leurs vils

conducteurs deux respectables citoyeus M. De roaray et le Dr.

Davignon. J'eprouve un plaisir infinien rendant hommage a
ces braves patriotes dont 1'abnegation et la geuerosite COD-
trastent si honorablement pour eux le pays avec votre egoisme
sans homes.
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questioning Doctor Nelson's veracity, it is not im-

probable that, in the excitement and bustle of the mo-

ment he may have misapprehended the true purport of

the document alluded to, which he considered a " De-

claration of Independence." Mr. Papineau would

scarcely, it may reasonably be supposed, have hazarded

such a step at this juncture, and on his own responsi-

bility, as it were, though approved by six of his associa-

tes, whatever he may have intended to propose at a con-

vention of representatives at St. Hyacinthe on the Ya-

maska, or at St. Pie, which it was, no doubt, his pur-

pose to convoke, had not the affair at St. Charles put an

end to his hopos.
Mr. David Bourdages, one of those who signed

this paper, states, in an affidavit to which his name
" J'ai invariablement assume toute la responsabilite de mes

actes : je ne fis jamais a votre miniere a vous, qui, lachement
et avec malignite, voulez faire porter a d'autres le fardeau de

vos propres forfaits. Si ce n'est pas vous-meme en personne

qui avez attire tous les malheurs de cette epoque infortunee,

c'est notre acquiescement a vos desirs ej; notre execution de

vos veux. Vous cherchez partout, afin de trouver d'autres a

qui faire porter la responsabilite de TOS demarches. Les morts
memes ne sont pas exempts de votre contribution universelle.

"
Veridique que vous etes, vous decriez 1'usage des armes :

vous ne voulez point de violence
;
mais vous avez done ou-

blie les orders que vous donniez a mon estimable ami,M.Geo.
E. Cartier. Si la memoirc vous trompe, adressez vous a ce

moasieur, et il vous la rappellera, et alors, peut-etre seriez-

vous dispose d'user de fausses assertions et nier tous vos actes.
" Vous affirmez que vous ne desiriez pas d'autre fait de

violence envers 1'Angleterre,
"
que de s'abstenir d'acheter

ses effets et marchandise 1" Ne songiei-vous pas a quelques
auties moyens, pour coercer et renverser meme ce pouvoir?
pas d'autres mesures plus larges que celles-la, a mettre en

ceuvre? Vous repondrez non. Mais, mem oire perverse,
auriez-vous done oublie Facte d'independance que vous avez

redige chez moi, et aubas duquel vous, le premier, avez ap-

pose votre signature, qui fut suivie de six autres, an nombre
desquelles se trouvait la mienne; mais non pas comme vous,

pour la renier ensuite. Gardez-vous d'ecarts dana votre re-

ponse a cet allegue ; peut-etre vous qu'il y avait chez moi, ce

soir-la, M. le Dr. Kimber, de Chambly, homme trop integre

pour eacher ses actes. Luiaussi asigne ce document, que vous
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is subjoined, as published in the M-inerve of the 21st

Aug., 184-8,-" M. Papineau etait a St.Denis depuis plu-
sieurs jours, avant la bataille, organisant avec le Dr. Nel-

son et les autres, lesmoyens de resistance. M. Papineau
6tait considers comme le chef du mouvemcnt. Quelques
jours avant la bataille, j'ai signe a St. Charles, a la de-

maude de M. Papineau, un document pour convocation

de delegues et declaration d'independance. Quand j'ai

sign6, il n'y avait avant la mienne que les signatures de

M. Papineau et du Dr. Nelson." It consequently seems

that the document was not in itself a declaration of in-

dependence, but only for a convocation of members of

the Assembly or delegates, as a step preliminary to ul-

terior measures, including possibly a declaration of that

nature contemplated by Mr. Papineau.

avcz livre aux flammes a 1'approche des troupes, ainsi qne
nombre d'autres papiers, afinqu'il fut impossible de decouvrir
aucun devos faits, qui auraient pu vous compromettre.

"
N'est-il pas ridicule de vous entendre dire que vous vous

etes mis sous mes ordres a St. Deuis, ou vous avez cherche

protection etvous et^s constitue subalterne, sous un homme,
que vous reconnaissez maintenant pour

" avoir etetoujours un

furieux, etc." Expliquez-nous done celte incoherence ? Masis
si notre but eutete atteint, m'aunex-vons, avec votre abne-

gation ordinaire, lassie saisir Irs reises et assurner le titre et

jouir des privileges de president ? Vo.yons, une fois, cedez-

noiis un peu de franchise
;
vous disiez en vous-meme : "je

me suis servi de toi et de tant d'autres, comme marchepied ;

vous avec a votre risqae et a vos depots remporte la victoire
;

et moi, j'aurais cueilli tous les fruits et les lauriers de cctte

secousse : en un mot, j'aurais ete le Washington du Canada ;"

et moi, je dirais,
" vous n'auriez pas possede un seul de ses

attributs." Puisque je suis sur ce sujet, le vous dirai, que vu
votre conduite depuis 37, et etant maintenant convaineude
ce que voi:s avez toujours ete, je suis entierement desillu-

sionne, ainei que taat d'autres, sur votre compte. C'est peut-
etre une faveur dont nous devons remercier Dieu que vos pro-

jets aient avorte, persuade comme je le suis a present que
vous auriez gouverne avec une verge de fer, lorsqu'une fois on
vous aurait revetu des pouvoirs dont vous auriez fait

usage en dictoteur. II y a tant de raison a presumer
que tel aurait ete le resultat de 1'avenement au pouvoir d'un

homme de votre trempe, que je ne songerai guere encore

1'etablissement d'une republique ou nous aurions a encourir
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We are now to notice one of the tragical events, happily
but few, which have left a stain upon this most ill-advised

rebellion, the atrocious assassination of Lieutenant Weir,
ofHer Majesty's 3'2nd Regiment of Foot, who, having in

the night of the 22nd ofNovember fallen into the hands of

the insurgents at St. Denis, was murdered in cool blood,

while a helpless and pinioned prisoner, on the ensuing

morning, about the same hour that the attack on the vil-

lage by the troops commenced. The sad tale is told by
Lieut. T. S. Griffin, a brother officer in the same regi-

ment, and who attended Colonel Gore, on his second ex-

pedition to St. Denis, as we are subsequently to detail.
" At St. Denis, on Monday morning, December

4th, a letter was given me," says Mr. Griffin,
"

re-

tant de dangers, lorsque la victoiro serait obtenue. Je ne m'ex-

poserai a ces risques qu'en guise de pis-aller ; lorsque la mere-

patrie reviendra a son ancien systeme de gouvernement intol-

erable pour cette colonie. Dans ces circumstances seuleraent,

vais-je m'exposcr aux dangers et aux incertitudes d'avoir a

nbtre tete UN TYRAN -DE NOTRE PROPRE CREATION.
Vous seul, vous ridiculisez notre systeme degouvcrnemerit re-

sdonsable
; moi, j'en suis tout epris, j'en ai epouse les orinci-

pes, et je le defendrai, car il comprend ce que vous et nous de-

niandions alors. C'est ici justement ma position, mais vous

qui avez des objets ulterieurs aatteindre, ne pouvez elre con-
tent de rien. Eh bien ! si, ni par vos talents, ni par vos promes-
ses, ni par vos menaces, ici vous ne Pouvez changez 1'ordre de

chose, existant, et surtout apres tons vos efforts, vous con-
vientil de tenter de nouveau a exciter la mefiance, le trouble
et une desorganisation generale?. . . .Si vous detestez tant vo-
tre position, pourqnoi demeurez-vous ici plus longtemps ? Si

tout le pays est satisfait des apparences actuelles, et veut ac-

corder un ternr>s rationnel aux nouveaux ministres pour faire

preuve de leur capacite, convient-il a " un seul homme" de

s'opposer a cette volonte universelle ? L'histoire ne nous four-

nit aucun exemple d'un despotisme plus revoltant. que celui

dout vous donnez des preuves si eclatantes."

In the correspondence on these matters that took place in

the newspapers in 1848, we have the names of four of those
who signed the supposed Declaration, viz., L. J. Papineau,
David Bourdages, Wolfred Nelson, and F. Kimber.

It is to be observed, however, that Mr. Papineau did not him-
self take up the pen in his defence, leaving the vindication of

his conduct entirely to his friends
;
and in this, perhaps, he

acted wisely.
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ceived by the officer commanding, from a Monsieur Jos.

Hubert, of St. Denis, written from the opposite village
of St. Antoine, in which the writer stated, that from what
information he had been enabled to gather from the in-

habitants ofSt. Denis, previous to his departure, the body
of the murdered officer, Lieut. Weir, 32nd Regiment,
would most likely be found on the shore of the river Rich-

elieu, behind the house of a Madame Nyotte, where there

was a small tannery. I read the letter to several of the

villagers of St. Denis, who at once led me to the spot des-

cribed in Monsieur Hubert's letter; and there, in the

water of the Richelieu, at a depth of about two feet, I

discovered a black mass covered with large stones, which

kept it down
;
the stones being removed, a body, which

was lying on its face, rose to the surface, and I immedi-

ately recognized it to be that of my murdered brother of-

ficer, poor Weir. Assistant Surgeon A. McGregor, 32nd

Regiment, who was with me, then took charge of the body,
and had it conveyed to a house, where a coffin was made
for it, in order to remove it to Montreal for interment.

Dr. McGregor's statement of the injuries inflicted on the

body of Lieut. Weir is annexed.* The story of his

* " On the forehead, there was a sable wound about four

inches in length, running perpendicularly, which penetrated
deep into the bone, and surrounding which there were several

small wounds, as if done by a sharp pointed instrument.
" The back of the head was completely laid open the scalp

and bone reduced to a mass of small particles the substance

of the brain was beat into a mash, and pieces of skull and

scalp were mingled with it, and on the aides of this opening
were several wounds.

" On the left side of the neck; immediately below the bone
of the ear, there were several sabre wounds about an inch in

depth, which laid open the great blood vessels and the side of

the windpipe ;
the wounds might be about four and a half

inches in length. About the middle of the ear there was a

sabre wound about an inch in depth and tour inches in length,
which divided the ear and left the whole of that side of the

neck open.
" Thore were two wounds on the left side of the back, a little

above the shoulder blade, about an inch in depth ; also, a gan-
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murder, as related to me by the few villagers we found

in St. Denis, is as follows :

" Lieut. Weir was sent by land, from Montreal to

Sorel, at daylight on the morning of the 22nd November,
with despatches for the officer commanding at that

post, directing him to have the two companies of the

66th Regiment, under his command, in readiness to

meet a force which was to be sent from Montreal by
steamboat, at 2 P. M. on the 22nd, under the com-

mand of Col. Gore, to arrest some individuals at St.

Charles. The roads were so bad that Lieut. Weir,
who travelled in a caleche, did not arrive at Sorel

until half an hour after Col. Gore had arrived from

Montreal, and marched off with his whole force to

St. Charles via St. Denis. Finding this to be the

case, Lieut. Weir hired a fresh caleche at Sorel, with

a driver named La Vallee, (whose deposition has

since been received.) and started to join the troops.
There are two parallel roads to St. Denis, which

converge four miles from St. Ours. By mistake

Lieut. Weir took the lower road, (the troops having
marched by the upper,) thus he passed beyond the

troops on their line of march, without seeing them,
and arrived at St. Denis about seven, A. M. His ex-

pression of surprise at not seeing any soldiers on
his arrival at the village, was, I am told, the first

intimation Dr. Nelson had that they were on their

march in that direction. Preparations were then

made to oppose their entrance into the village of St.

Denis (where, in fact, no opposition had been ex-

pected ) ;
the result is known. Lieut. Weir was made

shot wound two inches below these wounds,the ball penetrated
about half an inch below the surface.

" The fingers of both hands were hacked and split to pieces,
as if done by an axe. Some of the fingers, more particularly
those of the left hand, were so hacked, that on takiug the

body out of the water, pieces of them dropped off; and in
the left groin there was a gun-shot wound the- ball lodged,
in the belly.

" A. M'GREGOR, Asst. Sur. 22nd Regt."
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a prisoner and closely pinioned. When the attack

was commenced he was ordered under guard, con-

sisting of Captain Jalbert, two men named Migneault,
one named Lecour, and a driver, a lad named Augustin,
in Dr. Nelson's wagon, to be taken to St. Charles.

On arriving opposite Madame Nyotte's house, (already

mentioned,) in the outskirts of the village, the bonds
with which Lieut. Weir was fastened became so

painful, and his hands so much swollen therefrom,
that he insisted, as much as lay in his power, on
their being loosened. This irritated his brutal

guardians, and he jumped out of the wagan and

sought refuge under it
;
he was then shot twite with

pistols, which took effect in his back and groin, and

stabbed with a sabre through the wheels of the wag-
on, in various parts of the body ;

he was then

dragged from beneath the wagon, by the straps
which confined his arms, and finally butchered.

" F. J. GRIFFIN, Lieut. 32nd Regt."
The remains of this unfortunate young gentleman

were interred at Montreal, on the 8th of December,
with great pomp and solemnity, the Commander of

the forces with his staff, the military of the garrison,
and a vast concourse of citizens attending. Never

was there a greater demonstration of public grief in

that city than on this melancholy occasion.*

Another still more barbarous deed was perpetrated
on the 28th November, on the person of an unfortu-

nate inhabitant of St. John's, by the name ot Cha-

*It is said to have been,by Dr. N.'s orders that Mr. Weir,
after being made prisoner, was despatched under an escort

for St. Charles, the head quarters of Mr. Brown,
" the Gene-

ral commanding ;" but the Doctor treated him with courtesy
and kindness while in his keeping. It is reported of Doctor

N., that, after be himself was taken prisoner, on being told

that some of the newspapers had vindicated him against the

imputation of participating in this atrocious murder, he ex-

pressed his satisfaction at the circumstance, declaring that

when he was informed of the inhuman act, he was as much
concerned and horrified by it as any friend of Lieutenant

Weir could possibly be.
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trand, a Canadian of French origin, who, it seems,
had enrolled himself at this place as a loyal volunteer,
a circumstance that gave offence to his compatriots,
He left his residence in the forenoon of this day for

1' Acadie, a distance of five or six miles, to collect,

it was said, a small debt due him (a stone-mason by
trade) by an inhabitant of that parish. On returning
home in the afternoon, he was intercepted by some

ten or twelve men, five of them with loaded muskets,
and conducted to a small building hard by, used as

a schoolhouse, where, after undergoing a mock trial

by those who had arrested him, he was declared to

be a spy. and sentenced to death as such. He was

accordingly forthwith led out, tied to a tree, and

mercilessly shot by the miscreants, who left the body
attached to the tree by the rope with which they
had pinioned him, and in which state it was found

three or four days after. One ball had passed

through his heart, and the several other marks shewed

the deadly aim which his savage murderers had taken

to accomplish their horrid purpose. One of those

irnplicate.d in it came forward, by the advice, it was

said, of his confessor, and gave the shocking details

of the murder. At the first discharge, the unfortu-

nate Chartrand received three wounds, but was not

killed. Another of the party then stepped up and
shot him dead. The alleged ringleader of this ruth-

less gang was tried for the murder, but in the con-

tradictory nature of the evidence, aided also by the

passions of the jurors, for in the excitement of the times

it was impossible to impanel a perfectly dispassionate

jury, he escaped on this occasion, though, as will be

seen, an avenging Providence pursued him till the

forfeiture of his crime was paid.
After the affair at St. Charles, it was deemed, by

Sir John Colborne, necessary that a military force

should re-visit St. Denis and other parts on the

Richelieu, where the patriots had been in the as-
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cendaut until Lieutenant Col. Wetlierall's visit to tlie

former place, and dispersion by him of the insurgents
assembled there, and the flight of Mr. Brown, the

General commanding
" the patriotic army." Colonel

Gore accordingly embarked at Montreal on the 30th
November for William Henry, with three companies
of the 32nd Regiment, one of the 83rd, a detachment
of Artillery and a troop of the Volunteer Cavalry,
iu the steamers " John " and " Varennes." The
Colonel reached St. Ours the same evening, where
he quartered for the night, and marched early the

ensuing morning, without opposition, for St. Denis,
the theatre of his recent defeat. Doctor- Wolfred
Nelson finding, after the defeat of his friends at St.

Charles, that his adherents had lost confidence in the

cause, and were leaving him, and that it was likely
he himself would become a captive, unless he imme-

mediately made good his retreat to the neighbouring

States, had abandoned his home and taken to fight,
in the direction of Yamaska and the Eastern Town-

ships, with the view of escaping by that route into

the State of Vermont. He, however, as we shall see,

was intercepted in his retreat, the trusty inhabitants of

these loyal Townships being by this time, armed
and on the outlook for the fugitives, who, it was

thought, would take that direction. Here Colonel

Gore recovered a howitzer, which he had, owing as

well to the pressure from without, as to the bad

roads, been obliged on his late visit to leave behind,
with five wounded soldiers, who had been most care-

fully attended to by Dr. Nelson, and who spoke in

the warmest terms of his humanity and kindness to-

wards them, certainly a redeeming trait amidst the

grave errors in which the Doctor had allowed him-

self to be involved, and which considerably contributed

to soften the asperities of his kindred fellow-subjects
of British origin towards him, who, in consideration of

this circumstance, gave him, with characteristic gener-

osity; credit, and have ever since borne it in mind. But
the troops remembering, and indignant at their late de-



481

feat, and, with the volunteers, who had accompanied
them from Montreal,' exasperated at the spectacle pre-

sented by the mangled remains of Lieut. Weir,inhuman-

ly slain by the patriots a young man of fortune and

great promise, respected and beloved not only in his

regiment, but by all who had known him became in-

sensible of discipline, and would know neither authority
or control. The extensive buildings and distillery of

Dr. Nelson, as well as the large stone house from which

he and his party had fired upon the troops, and various

other houses in the village of St. Denis were by the en-

raged soldiery and volunteers ruthlessly sacked, consign-
ed to the flames, and reduced to a heap of smouldering

ruins, contrary, however, to the wishes of Colonel Gore,
as it has since been expressly stated on his behalf

(and probably at his request) in the Legislative As-

sembly, (Session of 1849, during the debates on the

famous Rebellion Losses Bill,) and which there seems

to be no just cause to doubt.* The asseveration, at

* The Hon. Henry John Boulton, who at the time (1849)
when this measure (the Rebellion Losses Bill) was brought
forward by the Lafontaine-Baldwin administration, had a seat

in the Assembly as member for Norfolk, and supported the

ministry (being seated through the influence of Mr. Baldwin)
having in course of the Tehement debates which arose on that

subject, animadverted severely upon Colonel (now Major-
General) Gore, for ordering the village of St. Denis, upon
his second visit to that place, to be destroyed,Sir Allan Mac-
Nab, at the next sitting after that in which Mr. Boulton had

spoken on the subject, formally and emphatically (me teste)
denied that any such order had emanated from Colonel Gore.
Indeed the well-known mild and hnmane disposition of Gen-
eral Gore will scarcely admit of the belief that he could have
sanctioned so barbarous an act, even though smarting under
the mortification he no doubt felt at the recollection of his

previous defeat, by a handful of "
rebels," at the same .spot,

a-few days before. There are occasions where the passions
of men become uncontrollable by human authority, and, un-
happily, this was one of them. Casuits may, determine who
are morally responsible for the mischief they who,

"
got up"

the rebellion, which was here brought to a head, or those who
put It down, I cau only say

" en! quo discordia cives

produxit miseros * * *"
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least, has never been publicly refuted, in so far as iny

knowledge extends. The Colonel, after visiting St.

Charles and St. Hyacinthe, where he found all quiet re-

turned with the troops to Montreal on the 7th December,

bringing with them several prisoners and the remains of

the unfortunate Weir.
The route of the "'patriots" at St. Charles by Lieut.

Colonel Wetherall, and the subsequent visit of Colonel

Gore to the parishes on the Richelieu and Yamaska
rivers, entirely extinguished their hopes in that quarter,

(south of the St. Lawrence,) but there were large and
formidable gatherings of them at St. Eustache and St.

Benoit, north-west of Montreal. These were under the

direction of Arnury Girod, an alien adventurer, and, as

alleged by some, a native of Switzerland, by others, of

Louisiana, who had resided formerly at Quebec, pa-
tronized and engaged by several gentlemen of the city
and neighbourhood, for his supposed practical science in

agriculture, in which he represented himself as an adept.

Losing, after trial ofhis ability in this line,the confidence

of his patrons, some of whom he managed to involve in

considerable expense, he migrated to the district of Mon-

treal, and located himself at Varennes, where, in addi-

tion to the pursuit of agriculture, he devoted himself

also to the more promising business of political agita-

tion, by which in due time he acquired the confidence

of Mr. Papineau, who, according to Doctor W. Nelson,
invested him with the command of the patriotic for-

ces north of Montreal, and a more worthless choice, by
all accounts, he could not have made. Sir John Col-

borne was not disposed, however, to interfere with the

insurgents in the north until he had completely subdued
those to the south of Montreal, knowing that by being
free to direct his whole force upon them, he could make
a short affair of it. In the meantime, imagining them-

selves more than a match for any force that could be
realized by the loyal population of Montreal against

them, they indulged in excesses of all sorts, plunder-
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ing and maltreating the inhabitants of British origin
in their neighbourhood, many of whom, to save their

lives, were obliged to fly for refuge to Montreal, leaving
their abodes, their cattle and granaries to the marauders

under Girod, who, as Brown had done at St. Charles,
laid violent hands upon these for the use of" the patrio-
tic forces."

After the affairs at St. Denis and St. Charles,
several of the fugitive patriots had, in the reverses

they met with, betaken themselves to the border

settlements in the neighbouring States of New York
and Vermont, and in particular to Swanton, (Ver-

mont,) a considerable village or county town on

Missisquoi Bay, Lake Champlain, where they were

daily receiving reinforcements of the disaffected from

Canada, and busy in making preparations for an in-

road upon the district of Montreal, being considerably

encouraged in their nefarious purpose by the American

population amidst whom they had taken refuge. Doc-
tors Cote and Kimber, Messrs. Gagnon, R. S. M. Bou-

chette, and several others, were there, and al-

though Messrs. Papineau, Nelson, Brown, O'Calla-

ghan, and other leaders had failed and fled, they
nevertheless exhorted each other into the idle con-

viction, that the achievement of Canadian inde-

pendence was still practicable, and reserved for

them, the best, the bravest, and most chivalrous of

their countrymen. To the generous incentives of

patrotism and of glory, the stimulating smiles of

beauty were superadded, the ladies of Swanton pa-

tronizing the cause by preparing and presenting a

beautiful set of colours to Doctor Cote and his asso-

ciates.

The militia of the Townships in the County of

Shefford, it is to be observed, had applied to Sir

John Colborne for a supply of fire-arms, which were
about this time expected ;

and it fortunately so hap-

pened that while they were on their way to the place
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of destination, this band of patriots marched from
Swanton on their projected invasion of Canada.* It .

was their intention, it seems, to have crossed the

Richelieu with their artillery (a field piece) and

ammunition, and proceed to 1'Acadie, where their

*" At a public meeting of the magistrates, militia officers,
and yeomanry of the township of Granby and County of

Shefford, district of Montreal, held at Granby Tillage, the
23rd of November, 1837, the following resolutions were pio-
posed and adopted unanimously,by a numerous assembly from
all parts of the township, the meeting having been first or-

ganized by the appointment of Richd. Frost,Esq. as President
and F. C. Gilmour, Esquire, as Secretary." Resolution. That this meeting views with regret the

disorganized state of the seigniorial part of this district,
where a cowardly faction, under pretence of reform, are

committing excesses of the most wanton and unprovoked na-

ture, endeavoring by threats the most violent, to seduce the
most loyal, and hitherto peaceable, inhabitants from their al-

legiance to Her Majesty.
" 2nd Resolution. That at this critical moment,it becomes

the duty of every loyai and well-affected subject to standforth
and express his horror and disgust at the lawless proceedings
of the faction aforesaid, and to declare his determination to
defend the laws which have hitherto effectually protected our
lives and property.

" 3rd Resolution. That an humble petition be presented
to His Excellency, Sir John Colborne, Commander of the

Forces, for a supply of arms and ammunition for this town-
ship, which we mutually pledge ourselves shall be employed
in the defence of the Constitution and Government under
which we have the happiness to live.
" 4th Resolution. That th's meeting- sympathizes with our

loyal fellow-subjects scattered throughout the seigniorial

parts of this district, many ofwhom have been obliged, by the
threats and provocations of the faction, to throw themselvea
on our protection and are present at this meeting.

'' 5th Resolution. That the following Gentlemen, viz.^
Richard Frost, Elijah F. C. Gilmor, H. Lyman, and S. B.

Door, be a Committee to address His Excellency Sir John
Colborne, Commander of the Forces, with a copy of the re-

solutions, and to cause the result of this meeting to be pub-
lished in such a manner as they may judge proper.

" Thanks having been voted the Chairman and Secretary,
the meeting was dissolved.

'< RICHARD FROST, Chairman.
"P.C. GILMOR, Secretary."
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partizans were numerous, and ready to join them,
.and there, by making a stand, create a diversion -in

favor of the insurgents at St. Eustache. Others will

have it, however, that they intended to move onward
to Chateauguay, and crossing there the St. Lawrence,

join Girod at St. Benoit, or Grand Brule
; probably

both objects may have been contemplated. Be this

as it may, the gallantry of the Missisquoi Velunteers

defeated the intended purpose. The following good
account of the dispersion of this party, and capture
of some of its leaders, is given by Captain Kemp of

the Volunteers, in an official despatch to Sir John
Colborne :

"
FRELIGHSBURG, ST. ARMAND,

"December 7, 1837.
"
SIR, I have the honor to report for Your Ex-

cellency's information, that yesterday morning I left

this, by a previous arrangement with Col. Knowlton,
of Brome, in company with Captain Henry Baker of

St. Armand, having under my command a body of

Volunteers to the number of about fifty men, armed
with snch guns as could be collected, to form an

escort to wagons, .for conveying the arms and am-

munition for Col. Knowlton's battalion from Philips-

burgh. I had proceeded only a few miles on my
way. when an express from Philipsburgh met me,
with the information that a considerable body of re-

bels had passed through that village early in the

morning to the State of Vermont, and were expected
to return to burn it the same night.

" I immediately despatched expresses in different

directions to raise men, armed or unarmed, and bring
them to Philipsburgh, where I had directions from

Col. Knowlton to deal out the arms intended for his

battalion, if necessary.
" In consequence of certain information, I left the

wagons four miles east of Philipsburgh, and struck

through the woods so as to meet the loaded wagons,
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at the head of Missisquoi Bay, in order to strengthen
the escort from Caldwell's Manor and St. Armand
west. We then proceeded in company to Philips-

burgh and reached it at half-past four, P. M., where
I found men assembled and assembling from different

points, and that scouts had come in from Swanton
in the State of Vermont, with the information, that

a large body of men, well equipped, and having with

them two pieces of cannon, had taken up their line of

march for this Province.
" In this emergency orders were issued to supply

the men with muskets and ammunition from the

wagons, and at six o'clock, a position was taken, half a

mile south of the village, on the west road leading to

Swanton.
" We had occupied this position nearly two hours

in expectation of the enemy, when positive informa-

tion came in, that they had taken the east road leading
to Swanton, and that they were within three miles of

the village.
" I instantly ordered a strong guard to remain on

the west road, and marched to a position two miles

and a half east of the village, and drew up my men
on a height to the left, commanding the highway at

the intersection of the Swanton road, leading north

and south, with the St. Armand road, leading east and
west where I found the pickets and advanced guard
had retired unperceived before the enemy, who were
two hundred strong.
"The force under my command amounted to about

three hundred men, but before it was possible for me
to reduce them to order, the van of my line had com-
menced firing without command.

" To a Commander of your experience, I need

hardly apologise for the impetuosity of an undisci-

plined body, hastily taken away from their farming
occupations, and placed in sight of an enemy, only a

few hours after arms had been placed in their hands.



This premature fire was instantly returned by the

rebels, and firing was kept up on both sides for about

ten or fifteen minutes, when the enemy retreated back

towards the State of Yermont, leaving behind them one

dead, two wounded, and three prisoners.
"One of the wounded is Robert Shore Milnes

Bouchette, of Quebec, who led the advanced guard
of the rebels, and is severely hurt. The other is

slightly wounded, and reports himself to be a nephew
of Julien Gagnon, of St. Valentin in 1'Acadie,

habitant, the leader of the party. They also left two

pieces of cannon mounted on carriages, five kegs of

gunpowder, six boxes of ball cartridge, and seventy

muskets, part of them in boxes, and two standards.

From the undisciplined state of the loyalists, the dark-

ness of the night, it being nine o'clock, the vicinity
to the woods, the rest of the party made their escape.
Their vicinity to the province-line was also in favour of

their escape, for the universal feeling throughout this

part of the border is, that not a man shall cross the

border armed, even in pursuit of invaders from the

other side, so that to any demands made by Your Ex-

cellency or the Governor in Chief, an answer cannot

with truth be made by the General or State Govern-

ments of the United States, that the people of the Pro-

vince have done any thing contrary to the treaties ex-

isting between that country and Great Britain.
" 0. J. KEMP, Captain.

To His Excellency Sir J. Colborne."*
* "

FKELIGHSBURQ, ST. AKMAND, Dec. 7, 1837.
"

SiR, I have the honor to report, that on reaching Isle aux
Noix, with the arms furnished for the Shefford Volunteers, I

deemed it advisable, before removing them from that station,
to proceed forward in order to establish relays of carriages,
with sufficient escorts, for transporting them to the County
of Shefford

; immediately OH procuring which, I gave orders
for their removal via Caldwell's Manor

;
and carriages set for-

ward yesterday, simultaneously, from Caldwell's Manor, Phil-

ipsburghin St. Armand, on Missisquoi Bay, and Freligbsburg,
while I pushed on from Frelighsburg to Brone, to bring wagons
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This put an end to the patriotic warfare on the

south side of the St. Lawrence, and Sir John Col-

tfaence, so that no delay might take place; but knowing the
almost destitution of Missisquoi, as to arms and ammunition,
I had given directions that the (inns for my battalion should
be used in case of an attack by the rebels.
" On returning to Philipsburgh this morning about six

o'clock, I found that an engagement had taken place yesterday
evening at 9 o'clock, about two miles and a half east of that

village, between the loyalists, forming the escort under Capt.
Oren J. Kemp, and a large body of rebels, (under a Mr. J.

Gagnon, of St. Valentin in PAeadie,) who had embodied in

Swanton, in the State of Vermont. The enemy were driven
back by the loyalists, with one man killed, number wounded
unknown, and five prisoners, of whom, R. S. M. Bouchette, of

Quebec, is severely wounded, ami one very slightly. The loy-
alists also captured two pieces of cannon, about forty stand
ofarms, five kegs ofgunpowdcr,and six boxes of ball-cartridge
with two flags. The muskets captured are apparently of the
kind used in the American army during the -last war. The
rebels were about two hundred, and the loyalisls three hundred

strong. Of the loyalists not onefman was hurt. The enemy
retreated into the state of Vermont, by the road they came.

"
I have the honor to be, &c.

,

P. H. KNOWLTON, Colonel of Shefford Volunteers.
" To His Excellency

"
Lieut. Gen. Sir John Colborne, &c., &c., Ac.,

It was said that Mr. R. S. M. Bouchette had made, on his

march at the head of this band into the Province, many trucu-
lent threats against the inhabitants, in case they should op-
pose him in his progress. Whether he really did so, I have
not been able to ascertain correctly ;

but in times like these,
when the minds of men are excited to madness, as it were,
there would be nothing extraordinary in it if it were the fact.

It having, however, been reported that this gentleman had,

upon his capture, been ill-treated, in consequence of his threats

on that occasion, the following is his own statement, as sub-

sequently published in the papers. R. 0.
" This is to certify to all to whom it may concern, that I,

the undersigned, ever since my capture as a prisoner by the
volunteers of Missisquoi Bay, on the 6th instant, have been
treated with every degree of humanity and care, and have had
my wounds regularly dressed, first bv the captors at the house
of Mr. Hiram Moore, afterwards at Isle anx Noix, and subse-

quently in the Montreal Gaol, where 1 am now detained.
From Mr. P. H. Moore, Mr. Bertram, Mr. Lewis, and particu-
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borne accordingly issued the General Order below:*
but he had, however, still a serious account to settle

with the insurgents in his rear, north of Montreal.
We are now to recede a little in date, to notice the

ly from Mrs.H. Moore herself, I received the greatest kindness,
the latter having herself dressed my wound, nor was any thing
forcibly or clandestinely taken from me. Since my detention
in prison,anequal measure of humanity and attention

c
has been

extended to me, for which I most gratefully give my acknow-
ledgments. "R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.
" Written and signed in my presence, this 22nd day of De-

cember, 1837.

R. Da ST. OCRS, Sheriff of the District of Montreal,
* " HEAD QUARTERS, Montreal, Dec. 12, 1837.

" The active service in which the troops have been sudden-

ly engaged, since the outbreak of an orgaaized and extensive
revolt in this Province, has hitherto prevented the Lieuten-
ant General commanding from expressing his satis faction at
the conduct and zealous exertions of the troops in the Montreal
district under his command, but His Excellency is persuaded
that at no period has the energy and activity of the British,

army been more conspicuous than in the severity of marches
which have been lately accomplished, although the unfavora-
ble state of the weather, and the almost impracticable state of

the roads, prevented the force under the command of the Hon.
Col. Gore from entering the village of St. Denis, on the first

appearance of the revolt. The success which has since at-

tended the exertions of that officer and the force under his

command, and the capture of arms and ammunition, has had
the effect of restoring order and tranquillity to that section of
the country.

" The zeal and energy evinced by Lieutenant ^Colonel
Huches, 24th Regiment, under whose immediate command
the force proceeded to St. Denis, has been brought under the

notice of the Lieutenant General commanding, as well as the

gallantry displayed by Captain Markham, 32nd Regiment,
who was severely wounded in the attack. The attack upon
the enemies' fortified position at St. Charles, so ably conduct-
ed by Colonel Wetherall, and so gallantly executed by him-
self and the force under his command, consisting of the Royal
Regiment, a detachment of the Royal Artillery and 66th Regi-
ment, and the Montreal Cavalry, led to the complete defeat of

the enemy, and has essentially contributed to put down re-

volts on the Richelieu. Lieut. Colonel Wetherall speaks most

favourably of the conduct of Major Ward, of the Royal
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proceedings of the Government amidst the difficulties

in which it had, in great measure by its temporizing

policy, involved itself, and brought so much distress

upon the country. Lord Gosford, whose benevolence

and hospitality were unbounded, confiding in the

conciliatory policy he had come to cultivate and in-

culcate, could not be persuaded that matters ever

would come to the pass in which he now found them.

Of the first occurrence in which fire-arms were used

against the constituted authorities, the rescue' of

Messrs. Davignon and Demaray near the village of

Longueuil, he made exceedingly light, considering it

rather in the character of a joke than of a serious

matter, inferior, as he is said to have observed, to

many a scuffle he himself had witnessed at an Irish

fair. He, however, found it necessary, now that a

rebellion had actually broke out, and that the laws

of the land and the Sovereign's authority were set at

naught, to issue a Proclamation, and the following

accordingly appeared on .the 29th November in the

Gazette :

" A PROCLAMATION !

" Whereas in certain counties of the district of

Montreal, disaffection to the Government of our

Gracious Sovereign, Queen Victoria, has unequivo-

cally declared itself, and divers outrages upon the

persons and properties of Her Majesty's loyal sub-

jects have been recently perpetrated therein. And
whereas prisoners arrested on charge of High Trea-

son have been rescued from the hands of Justice, and

ment, Cap Glasgsw, Royal Artillery, and Cap. David, Mon-
treal Cavalry, on this occasion.

" The service upon which the troops have lately been en-

gaged, has been greatly facilitated by the spirited and unpar-
alleled exertions of the Volunteer Corps of Montreal, soice of
which had only been embodied -within the last fortnight, and
His Excellency trusts that the same energy, forbearance and

discipline which has characterized the troops in general, -will

speedily put an end to the deplorable warfare in which they
are engaged."
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the troops of Her Majesty, in the lawful discharge
of their duty, while aiding the civil authorities, have

been assailed and fired upon by the hands of armed

peasantry. And whereas .it is notorious that the

present blind and fatal excitement in that district,

is to be attributed to the machinations of a few evil-

minded and designing men, who have imposed upon
the credulity of an unsuspicious peasantry, and by
plausible misrepresentation and wilful calumny, by
practising upon their fears and inflaming their

passions, by appealing to national distinctions, and

exciting political prejudices, which it has been the

unabated endeavour of the British Government to

extinguish, have at length succeeded in implicating
a part of a hitherto peaceable and loyal population
in the first excesses of a reckless and hopeless revolt.

As the Representative of our Most Gracious Sove-

reign, I now most solemnly address myself to the in-

habitants of this Province, but more especially to the

misguided and inconsiderate population on the Kiver

Richelieu in the district of Montreal. I address

myself to your good sense and to your personal ex-

perience of the penefits you have received and of

the tranquillity you have so long enjoyed under the

British Government. You possess the religion, the

language, the laws and the institutions^ guaranteed
to you nearly seventy years since. You know not

the burthen of taxes. The expense of your military
defence is defrayed by Great Britain. The pros-

perity and happiness which have hitherto pervaded
this Province, proclaim honorably and undeniably
the political wisdom whieh watches over your safety,

eucourages your commerce, and fosters your rising

industry. The spontaneous confidence of the British

Parliament bestowed on you a Constitution. Your

representatives complained of grievances : their com-

plaints were promptly and fully investigated; griev-
ances which were proved to exist were removed at
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once; redress the most ample, but unavoidably
gradual, was unreservedly promised, and up to this

moment that promise has been scrupulously observed.

But the demands of your leaders are insatiable, the

lauguage of reform has speciously concealed the de-

signs of revolution. I have thus far deemed it my
duty to explain the injustice and inadmissibility of

the objects for which your leaders contend, and for

the attainment of which they would wantonly sacri-

fice you and your families. The traitorous designs
of these political agitators have been at length un-

masked. I now therefore call upon those who have
been thus far deluded, to listen to the language of

reason, sincerity and truth. Listen to the exhorta-

tions of your respectable and trustworthy Clergy.
Listen to the representations of those worthy and

loyal proprietors, whose interests are identified with

your own, and whose prosperity, in common with

yours, must ever be graduated and governed by the

internal tranquility of this
'

Province. Return to that

allegiance to your Sovereign which you have now for

the first time violated, and to that obedience to the

law which you have hitherto invariably maintained.

Spurn from you your insidious advisers. Reject
with abhorrence their self-interested and treasonable

counsels. Leave them to that retribution which

inevitably awaits them. Retire to your homes and

to the bosoms of your families : rest assured that a

powerful and merciful Government is more desirous

to forget than to resent injuries, and that within that

sanctuary you will experience no molestation. And
further, by and with the advice and consent of Her

Majesty's Executive Council of and for the Province

of Lower Canuda, I, the said Archibald, Earl of Gos-

ford, do hereby call upon all Her Majesty's loyal

subjects in this Province, to be prepared at all times

to maintain against all aggressors the authority of our

Sovereign Lady the Queen, and to counteract the
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rebellious designs of the disaffected in this Province.

The dearest rights and privileges of British subjects,

their laws and institutions, have been audaciously
assailed. They will remember that those sentiments

of loyalty and honour which were the pride of their

forefathers, are the inheritance of their children
;
and

in defending their allegiance to their Gracious Queen,
and the connexion which has so long existed between

this favored colony and Great Britain, they will rush

forward as one man to prove their gratitude for the

blessings they enjoy, and their unswerving determination

to maintain them unimpaired."

Immediately after the appearance of this Procla-

mation, Messrs. Leslie and Lafontaine arriving by
steamer from Montreal, waited upon His Excellency
to suggest, as it was said, the propriety of an imme-

diate convocation of the Legislature. He did not

think proper, however, to act upon their suggestion,

apprehending, perhaps, from his past experience of

the spirit of the assembly, that they would rather be

inclined still further to embarrass than to help him

through his difficulties, the leading members of the

body being actually at the head of the rebellion. Mr.
Leslie returned to Montreal, but Mr. Lafontaine pro-
ceeded from Quebec, by the Kennebec road, to the

United States, and there embarking, he safely reached

England, and spent a part of the winter in London,
and the remainder in Paris, visiting also, it^was said,

other parts of the continent before his return to

Canada, thus avoiding the troubles by which it was

agitated, and to which he had contributed his full share.

On the 5th December, His Excellency issued a

Proclamation declaring Martial Law in force in the

district of Montreal, having previously, by Proclama-

tions, offered large rewards for the apprehension of

Mr. Papineau and divers others, charged with the

crime of High Treason, who had taken to flight.*

*
". The cry which has beentraised why are not rewards
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A reward of 500 was offered for the apprehension of
the murderer or murderers of Lieutenant George Weir,
and ^300 for those, or any one of them, who had mur-
dered Joseph Chartrand, late of the parish of St. Johns,
district of Montreal, and described as "

private in a

company of volunteers in that parish."
Several of those for whom rewards were offered,

were on different occasions captured and brought into

Montreal
;
but he who of all concerned in those un-

happy disturbances had been most prominent, yet
in his capture found the most sympathy among the

British population, with whose avowed enemies he
had arrayed himself against his kindred fellow-sub-

offered for the apprehension of the Traitors ! is now we hope
satisfied. It will be seen by the following Proclamations that

a price has been set upon the head of every one of them, and
that, such as to insure their being delivered up to justice if

they are still within the precincts of the Province. The Pro-
clamations were first printed in Montreal, and we understand
were distributed along the frontier before they were published
in that city, the more certainly to effect their purpose. They
will be found below

;
that for the apprehension of Papineau

in full, the others in substance." Quebec Mercury, 1th Decem-

ber, 1837.
"

4,000 DOLLARS REWARD !

" GOSJORD.
" Province of Lower Canada.
" His Excellency the Right Honorable ARCHIBALD, EAIIL OF

GOSFORD, Baron Worlingham of Beecleg, in the County of

Suffolk, Captain General and Governor in Chief in and
over the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, Vice
Admifal of the same, and one of Her Majesty's Most Hon-
orable Privy Council, &.c. &c. &c.

"
Whereas, by information upon oath, it appears that Louis

J. Papineau. of the City of Montreal, Esquire, is charged with
the crime of High Treason

;
and whereas the said L. J. Papi-

mau has withdrawn himself from his usual place of resort, and
there is reason to believe has fled from justice ;

and whereas
it is expedient and necessary, for the due administration of

justice, and for the security of Her Majesty's Government in

this Province, that so great an offence should not escape un-

punished. Now, therefore, know ye, that I, the said Archi-
bald Earl of Gosford, by the advice of Her Majesty's Executive

Council of this Province, have thought fit to issue this Pro-
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jects of British origin in this most unnecessary and

hopeless rebellion, was the brave and humane, but un-

happy, Wolfred Nelson, unhappy in being the first to

unfurl the standard of rebellion, raise a parricidal arm

against the laws and Sovereign of his country, and to

shed the blood of his fellow-subjects in civil warfare, at

a moment, to, when the wrongs, real or imaginary, ofthe

country were undergoing investigation and in process of

redress by the authorities of the Empire, with an ear-

ne ;tness and sincerity that could not admit of a doubt.

After the route at St. Charles, finding his associates

d's'aeartened and falling off, he determined upon seeking

clamation, and I do hereby require and command all Her Ma-

jesty's loving subjects in this Province to discover, take, and

apprehend the said Louis J. Papineau wherever he may be
found therein, and carry him before a Justice assigned to keep
the Peace, or Chief Magistrate, in either of the cities of Que-
bec or Montreal aforesaid

;
and for the encouragement of all

persons to be diligent in endeavouring to discover and appre-
hend the said L. J. Papineau, and who shall bring him before

such Justice assigned to keep the Peace, or Magistrate afore-

said, I do hereby offer a reward of one thousand pounds cur-

rent money of this Province, to whomsoever shall so apprehend
the said Louis J Papineau and deliiver him up to Justice.

" Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Castle of

Saint Lewis, in the City of Quebec, the first day ofDecem-
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and thirty-seven, and in the first year of Her Majesty's

reign. "
By His Excellency's command,

D. DALY, Sec. of the Province."
"

A. similar Proclamation, dated Quebec, 29th November,
1837, states, that 'Whereas, by information upon oath, it ap-

pears that Dr. Wolfred Nelson, of St. Denis, in the county of

Richelieu ;
T. S. Brown, of the city and county of Montreal

;

E. B. O'Callaghan, of the same place, M.P.P.
; Cyrile Hector

0. Cote, of Napierville, in the county of TAcadie, M.P.P.
;
J.

T. Drolet, ofSt. Marc, in the county of Vercheres, M.P P.
;
J.

J.' Gironard, of St, Benoit, in the county of Two Mountains,
M.P.P.

;
Wm. H. Scott, of St. Eustache, in the same county,

M.P.P.
;
Edward E. Rodier, of the city and county of Montre-

al, M.P.P.; Amury Gord, an %iien,and Jean 0. Chenier, ol the

county of Two Mountains, are severally and respectively

charged with the crime of High Treason, a reward of five hun-
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refuge in the neighbouring republic; and accordingly,

taking leave, in dejection and in grief, of his family
and a home endeared to him by domestic happiness du-

ring many years, and of those neighbours amidst whom
from boyhood he had dwelt, and whose esteem he en-

joyed to veneration, he bent his way, accompanied by a

guide or two, through the Eastern Townships, pursuing

bye-ways, arid occasionally striking through the woodsf,

to avoid as much as possible the settlements and haunts

of men. The population of the whole frontier was by
this time up, and on the out'ook for the fug-
itive patriots, who, it was thought, would most

probably, in considerable numbers, take that route to

dred pounds, current money of this Province, is offered to

whomsoever shall so apprehend any one of the said above-
named individuals, and deliver him up to justice."

" A reward of 400 Dollars is also oftered for the apprehen-
sion of the following individuals :

" Pierre P. Demaray, of St, Johns
; Joseph F. Davignon, of

St. Johns
;
J. Gagnon, of 1'Acadie, Pierre Amiot, of Vercheres;

Louis Perrault, of Montreal
; Alphonse Gauvin, of Montreal

;

L. Gauthier, of Montreal; Rodolphe DesRivieres, of Montreal."

"MARTIAL LAW.
" GOSFOBD.

" Province of Lower Canada.
"
By His Excellency the Right Honorable ARCHIBALD, EABL
OF GOSFORD, Baron Worlingham of Beccles, in the Coun-
ty ofSuffolk. Cap. Gen. and Governor in Chief in and over
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, Vice Admiral
of the same, and one of Her Majesty's Most Honorable

I'rivy Council, &c., &c. &c.
" A PROCLAMATION 1

"" Whereas there exists in the district of Montreal a traitor-

ous conspiracy by a number of persons falsely styling them-
selves patriots, for the subversion of the authority of Her Ma-

jesty, and the destruction of the established Constitution and
Government of the said Province

;
And whereas the said trai-

torous conspiracy hath broken out into acts of the roost daring
and open rebellion

;
And whereas the said rebellion hath very

considerably extended itself, insomuch that large bodies of

armed Traitors have openly arrayed themselves,and havs made
and do still make attacks upon Her Majesty's forces, and have
committed the most horrid excesses and cruelties

;
And where-
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secure their retreat. He was not heard of for some

days, and it was believed that he had effected

his escape, and reached Vermont, or New Hampshire, in

safety. He was taken, however, on the morning of the

12th December, in the Township of Stukely, by a small

party (four) of Col. Knowlton's militia, and handed over

by them to a detachment of Missisqoui Volunteers. He
was exhausted by anxiety, cold, hunger and fatigiVe,

having, during the seven preceding nights, slept out, ex-

posed to the inclemency of the season, without other cov-

as in tbe parts of the said district in which the said conspiracy
hath not as yet broken ont into open rebellion, large numbers
of such persons so calling themselves patriots, for the execu-

tion of such their wicked designs, have planned means of open
violence, and formed public arrangements for raising and arm-

ing an organized and disciplined force, and in furtherance of

their purposes have frequently assembled in great numbers
;

And whereas the exertions of the civil power are ineffectual

for the suppression of the aforesaid traitorous and wicked con-

spiracy and rebellion, and for the protection of the lives and

properties of Her Majesty's loyal subjects ;
And whereas the

Courts of Justice in the said district of Montreal have virtual-

ly ceased, from the impossibility of executing any legal process
or warrant of arrest therein.

"
Now, therefore, I, Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Governor in

Chief, and Capt.General in and over the said Province of Low-
er Canada, by and with the advice and consent of Her Majes-

ty's Executive Council for this Province, have issued orders

to Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Colborne, commanding Her Majesty's
forces in the said Province, and other officers of Her Majesty's
forces in the same, to arrest and punish all persons acting,

aiding, or in any manner assisting in the said conspiracy and
rebellion which now exist within'the said District of Montreal,
and which have broken out in the most daring and violent at-

tacks upon Her Majesty's forces, according to Martial Law,
either by DEATH, or otherwise, as to them shall seem right and

expedient, for the punishment and suppression of all rebels in

the said district
;
of which all Her Majesty's subjects in this

Province are hereby required to take notice.
" Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Castle of

Saint Lewis, in the City of Quebec, the fifth day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and thirty-seven,and in the 1st year of Her Majesty's reign.

"
By His Excellency's Command,

D. DALY, Secretary of the Province."
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ering than the woods,, and rarely with fire to prevent him-
self from freezing while endeavouring to obtain rest of
itself enough to overcome the most robust constitution

and was so reduced as to be an object of commiseration
and sympathy to his captors, who, as he has frequently
since acknowledged, treated him with humanity and kind-

ness. His only attendants were a Canadian by the name
of Celestin Parent, and an Indian whom he had met with
on the road, and taken as his guide. Theywere conve}'-
ed to Montreal, and committed to gaol, where there were

by this time hundreds in confinement, many of them,
there is reason to believe, arbitrarily and unjustly, from

suspicion only. But this was an evil inseparable from

" We will here," observes the Quebec Mercury,
" avail our-

selves of the concise explanation of what Martial Law is, as

given in the Gazette of last night :

" Many of our friends are asking us, what is Martial Law?
We think it must be something like the Law of Parliament, of

which the judges said '
it is above us.' We believe, however,

that the essence ot it is obedience to orders, the punishment for

disobedience being much at the discretion of a Court Martial."

"We will also copy in this place the following notice of

Martial Law and its exercise in this Province, from the same
source :

" This is the third time that we have Martial Law in Canada,
under the British Government

; first, [immediately after the

Conquest in 1*759 and 1760, next during the American Revolu-

tionary war in 1775-6, and now. Doubts have been entertain-

ed of the right of the Crown to enforce Martial Law in the

Province. We presume, however, it would not be wise to

question its legality where it is established. In point of fact,

it has been introduced by those who have been nearly a month
in arms against their Sovereign.

" Martial Law in this Province' exercised by those who de-

rive their authority from the British Crown, is not liable to

the abuses with which it is accompanied in independent States:

the South American Republics for example. We are dependent
and so are those who govern us. They are responsible in the

Courts of Law in England, where justice has been longer ad-
ministered with purity and impartiality than in any other

country, and where the highest of the King's subjects are lia-

ble to imprisonment and trial betore an independent and en-

ilghtened tribunal."
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the state of civil war in which the country, after an agi-
tation of thirty years, was now involved.*

The Banks at Montreal transferred, before the close of

the navigation, their specie to Quebec, and deposited it

for safe keeping in the citadel, as did also the Banks in

this city. When, as the autumn advanced, it became
evident that the patriots, confiding in their numbers and

unanimity, were bent upon an out-break, the troops in

New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were ordered to hold

themselves in readiness to march up overland to Quebec.

Accordingly, upon the affair at St. Denis, they were put
in motion, the 34th and 43rd Regiments of foot iiiNew

Brunswick marching, by divisions, for the Great Falls

on the St. John,[and thence through the Madawaska port-

age, 120 miles of uninhabited country, covered three or

four feet deep with snow, St. Andre on the St. Lawrence,
and from this place, as many miles more, through a pop-
ulous country, suspected of sympathizing with the pat-

riots, to Quebec, accompanied with field pieces on their

march, in order to make an effectual stand in case of an at-

tempt to intercept their route, as it was expected there

would be, and there is cause to believe was, in fact, intend-

ed, but frustrated by the precautions taken to defeat it.

The right wing of the 85th Regiment, under Lieutenant

* The following list of prisoners was the first that appeared
in the public prints :

Andre" Ouimet, Amable Simard, Geo.DeBoucherville, Chas.

A. Leblanc, Jean Dubuc, Frangois Tarernier, Jn. Frans. BOESU

Lionois, Louis M. Viger, Narcisse Lamotte, Andre Lacrolx,
A. E. Bardy, Jos. Baugrette, D. Lavallae, Louis Monjeau.jun.,
Louis Monjeau, senr., Jos. Menard, Joseph Pepin, Augustus
Blanchette, Ambroise Choquette, Antoine Forte, F. Hebert, T.

Beauvonloir, Pierre L'Heureux. Felix Beaulac, Pierre Legros,
Narcisse Sibourier, J. Thille, E. Durocher, Jacob Veaudry, J.

B. Leduc, Olivier Lussier, Jos. Daigneau, Gedeon Plante, J.

Bellemarre, Chas. Martin, Pierre Lussier, F. Larose, F. Bach-

ant, Frangois Lemire, Toussaint Lachapelle, Joseph Fortin,
Constant Anthier, Hubert Raineau, Louis Chicou Duyert, A
Barsaloue, C. S. Cherrier, Toussaint Pelletier.
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Colonel Man sell, left Halifax on the 6th November, via

Windsor, 48 miles from that town, embarking at the lat-

ter place for St. Johns, New Brunswick, where they land-

ed a few days after, and immediately proceeded for Que-
bec. Th.s winter march by those three regiments, who
in their progress through New Brunswick were every
where, by the inhabitants universally, well received,

cheered, and assisted onward, was performed without the
least casualty. It is due to the inhabitants of the par-
ishes between St. Andr6 and Quebec through which the

troops had to pass on their progress hither, Blso to state,

that, notwithstanding the apprehension and distrust en-

tertained of their disposition and fidelity towards the

Government, by reason of the disaffectien so generally
diffused throughout the Province, every mark of loyalty
and attention to their convenience, comfort and progress
that could be desired, was uniformly shewn them. Noth-

ing, indeed, could exceed the hospitality everywhere sig-

nally manifested towards the soldiery by the French Can-
adian yeomanry, (habitants,^ on the whole route from
St. Andr6 to Quebec, a virtue which has at all times been

characteristic of this kind and moral people. The first

division of the 43rd Regiment, from New Brunswick,
crossed from Pointe Levi to Quebec on the 28th Decem-
ber. The second division reached Pointe Levi on the

30th December, those of the two other Regiments, the

34th and 85th, following in succession at short intervals.

The navigation of the St. Lawrence between Qnebec and
Montreal this season, providentially for the loyalists, re-

mained open until the 10th December, an unusually late

period, by reason whereof the Government was enabled

to forward military stores and supplies to Montreal by
water, which otherwise could not, perhaps, have been

conveyed in safety thither from Quebec.

The failure of the patriotic cause at St. Charles,
and the likelihood of its speedy total suppressal, now

began to produce some "
loyal manifestations," as
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they were termed, from the French Canadian popu-
lation. Quebec, where the glow of exultation at

Colonel Gore's defeat and retreat from St. Denis had
been manifest on every patriotic visage for a short sea-

son, was, nevertheless, the first, it seems, to set the ex-

ample. An address from the inhabitants of the suburbs
St. Roch, signed by 700 individuals, was presented, on

the 4th December, to Lord Gosfbrd, in the terms follow-

" To His Excellency, &c., &c.,

"We, the undersigned, Her Majesty's faithful and

loyal subjects, inhabitants of the city and county of

Quebec, believe that it is our duty, in the critical cir-

cumstances in which this Province is placed, most

respectfully to approach Your Excellency, to assure

you of our inviolable attachment to Her Majesty's
Government, and our determination to maintain un-

impaired the rights and privileges, institutions and
laws which we enjoy under the protection of the

British Crown
;
and at the same time to deplore the

conduct of a portion of our countrymen who have suf-

fered themselves to be led to the commission of acts

subversive of the law and the public peace ;
and we also

express the hope and wish that the paternal exhortations

contained in Your Excellency's Proclamation of the

29th Nov., last, may produce the effect of bringing back
those who have gone astray, as well by a sense of duty
as gratitude for the generous oblivion which Your Ex-

cellencyhas promised them. This disposition to indulgence
to our countrymen, for which we express our grateful ac-

knowledgments to Your Excellency, affords us an assur-

ance that the high functions with which Your Excellen-

cy is invested, will not fail to be exercised towards
all,

so as to temper the rigour of the law in so far as the in-

terests of the empire will permit.
" We submit the foregoing declarations with the
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greater confidence, as we find in Your Excellency's Pro-

clamation before referred to, grounds of hope that those

grievances of which the country has complained, which

have not yet been removed, will be gradually re

dressed.

" We further pray that Your Excellency would be

pleased to cause to be laid at the foot of the Throne,
this expression of our sentiments towards Her Majesty's
Government.

" With these sentiments and hopes, we shall ever

pray for Your Excellency's happiness."

To this His Excellency answered :

"
GENTLEMEN, I cannot receive but with pleasure,

at a conjuncture like the present, this pitblic avowal of

your loyalty towards our Most Gracious Queen, and of

your attachment to the connexion so advantageously

subsisting between this Province and the British Em-

pire.

" While deploring with you, as I do most deeply and

sincerely, the criminal acts that have led to the calamit-

ous and desolating scenes which have so recently taken

place in another district, it is to me a source of great
satisfaction to know that so large and respectable a por-
tion of the urban population of this district, disapprove

' and disavow the illegal conduct and proceedings of the

authors of such acts, and are resolved zealously to se-

cond the firm determination of the Executive Govern-
ment to restore and maintain, by every means at their

disposal, the public tranquility, and that harmony
and good feeling between all classes of Her Majes-

ty's subjects so indispensable to their happiness and

prosperity.
"
By cultivating and widely disseminating the

gentiments and principles which you have this day
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spontaneously come forward to declare, you will best ad-

vance the objects that all true friends of the community
must have at heart

;
and be assured that the only real

security that society possesses against the horrors and
miseries inseparable from intestine commotion, is a ready
and respectful obedience to the laws."

The Constitutional Association of Montreal issued

on the 13th December the following address:

" ADDRESS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSOCIATION OP
THE CITY OP MONTREAL TO THE INHABITANTS
OF THE SISTER COLONIES.

" When sedition and rebellion have boldly pro-
claimed themselves, in the most populous and pros-

perous portions of this once contented and apparently

loyal Province, and when anarchy and confusion

have set the laws at defiance, and outraged the har-

mony and quiet of social life, the question naturally

arises, to what circumstances of oppression, or to

what unredressed grievances such a calamitous state

of things is to be ascribed.

"The Constitutional Association of this city, has

undertaken the important duty of answering the en-

quiry, and of explaining to the inhabitants of our

Sister Colonies, as succinctly as the nature of the

subject will admit, the real cause of the discontent

which has called into being the Active disturbances

at present, most unhappily, and at the same time

most unjustifiably, existing in Lower Canada.

"At the conquest of the Province of Quebec by
the British arms, the greater proportion of its in-

habitants chose to remain in the Province, trusting
to the generosity of their conquerors,, rather than to

return to the country of their ancestors
; they became

British subjects by the mere fact of their provincial

residence, and subsequent civil and political bene-

factions conferred upon them, demonstrated their
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well-placed trust in the generosity of the British

Government.
" The full exercise of their religious worship, the

complete enjoyment of their ancient civil laws, and
the undisturbed use of their native language, were

among the number of civil and social privileges, guar-
anteed to them; and political privileges, of equal
extent to those enjoyed by the British provincial in-

habitants, were, in addition, subsequently bestowed

upon them.
' The uncongeniality of the French laws as a sys-

tem of provincial civil jurisprudence, with the spirit
and feelings of British settlers, and their expressed
desire for a change from the petty tyranny of a

Governor and Council, to the freedom of a Repre-
sentative Provincial Government procured still greater

advantage for the French Canadians. In the year

1791, the division of the Province of Quebec into the

two separate Provinces of Lower Canada and Upper
Canada, was carried into effect, and a Constitution,

essentially similar to that of the Parent State, was
conferred upon each, whilst, at the same time, uni-

versal suffrage, was, in effect, granted to their in-

habitants.
" It was conceived that this measure, by which

one division should consist, as much as possible, of

those who were well inclined to the English laws,
and the other, of those who were attached to the

French laws, was best adapted to put an end to all

disputes of a legal sort to reconcile the jarring in-

terests and opposite views of the provincial inhabit-

ants to prevent a great degree of animosity and

confusion, from their rooted opposition of interests

and to obviate dissatisfaction from a great ascend-

ancy of one party over another in a united Legis-
lature.

"Two objections to the measure were, however

neglected by the Minister of the day, that it fostered
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a population of foreigners in a British colony, and that

it contained no provision, whereby the inhabitants of the

British Islands should be totally excluded from settling
themselves in Lower Canada.

" The experience of fifty years of separation between
the Provinces, and the present insurrectionary and sedi-

tious spirit exhibited in Lower Canada, plainly show
how far the advantageous results anticipated from that

impolitic and undesired measure have been realized.

" The possession of the right of almost universal suf-

frage, and of a numerical popular majority of the pro-
vincial constituency, gave the complete command of the

Kepresentative branch of the Legislature to the French

Canadians, who soon exhibited a perfect knowledge of

their advantage, and of that exclusive spirit which has

since invariably actuated all their proceedings, and

grown into a firm determination to accomplish their final

purposes of the destruction of the interests and rights
of the provincial inhabitants of British and Irish origin,
and of the provincial connexion subsisting with the Par-

ent State.
" A cursory examination of the composition of the

House of Assembly, from its establishment, will shew

that, with scarcely an exception, no individual of British

or Irish origin has been returned to serve as a member
of that body by a French Canadian majority, unless as

a pledged supporter of French Canadian principles ;
with

scarcely an exception, no provincial law has been passed,
how much soever required for the support of the inter-

ests or the protection of the rights of the inhabitants of

British and Irish origin, and that even these legal ex-

ceptions were invariably ofa temporary nature, and sub-

ject to the capricious pleasure of French Canadian ma-

jorities. The spirit of the legislation of that body, will

shew that its temporary character was adopted to render

the Province the more completely subject to their control,



506

or to enable them the more easily to take advantage
of their expected predominance, for the abrogation
of those very temporary laws which they had been
constrained to pass. The political principles of that

body will shew a fixed opposition to British interests,
not only in their aversion to or rejection of every

measure, which would tend to the introduction of

capital and of a British population into the Province,

as, for example, an effectual system for the registra-
tion of mortgages, and an abrogation of the feudal

tenure
;
but also in their positive introduction and

adoption of every measure likely to tend to the pri-
vation of British and Irish rights, or to the destruc-

tion of British and Irish interests, such as the exist-

ing county division of the Province, by which the

British and Irish constituency in the seigniories has

been completely swamped in the greater numbers of
the French Canadians, and their defeated attempt to

deprive their fellow-subjects of British and Irish ori-

gin in the cities, tenants of leasehold property in

copartnership, from a right of voting for Members of

the Assembly. The claim of that body, for the sole

management and disposal of the whole revenue of

the Province, has constantly had in view the attrac-

tion into their own hands of the entire provincial

authority, and the subjection of the Executive Gov-

ernment to their arbitrary will. From their first in-

sidious attempt in 1795, to obtain the repeal of the

permanent appropriation contained in the Act of 1774,
for the support of the civil government and the adminis-

tration ofjustice, thereby to subject the ExecutiveGovern-
ment to their good pleasure, for any further support than

the pittance they then agreed to allow, through the whole

course of the financial difficulties, which they have never

allowed to slumber, by means of their annual supply bills,

their difficulties as to the items of that supply, their

resolution in 1822 not to grant permanent sup-
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~plies, or supplies during the Sovereign's life, their

delegations to England in 1828, and the whole cate-

gory of their agitation upon the subject, down to the

year 1831, when the full accomplishment of their

'long-sought desires was obtained from the good faith

of the British Government, by the repeal of the per-
manent appropriations; their first, last, great object
was to obtain possession of the provincial revenues,
well knowing that by this means the Government
would be cast into their hands. Finally, the detail

of the grievances of this body, as representing the

opinions of their constituency, the so called great
mass of the population, completes the evidence of

their exclusive interests : in them will be found, the

abrogation of the Charter granted to the British

American Land Company, by mean's of which the

Assembly sought to assume the management of the

waste lands in the townships, and thereby to prevent
the settlement therein of a British and Irish popula-

tion; the repeal of the Tenures Act, by which a

commutation of seigniorial tenure may be effected,

from their apprehension of its leading to the intro-

duction into the Province of British capital ;
their

indisposition to encourage the settlement of the

townships of this Province, because they are prin-

cipally inhabited by a British, Irish and American

population ;
their unwillingness to co-operate with

Upper Canada, in the extensive improvements in

progress in that Province, by which its settlement

and prosperity might be augmented, and like advan-

tages might thereby accrue to the British and Irish

inhabitants of Lower Canada
;
and their pertinacious

endeavours to render the Legislative Council elective,

.because in it alone were to be found the means of

opposing their exclusive pretensions, and of pro-

tecting British interests. The history of the House
of Assembly in its composition, its legislation, its

.spirit, and political principle, fully establishes the aim
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which its members have constantly kept in view, the

aggrandizement of the population of French and the

oppression of that of British origin."
" The recorded testimony of a French Canadian

leader, and one of the delegates to England, in 1828,
to represent the grievances of his fellow-countrymen,
and since that time, their paid agent for similar pur-

poses, corroborates the views taken by the Constitu-

tional Association; he declared, in his examination

before the Canada Committee of the House of Com-

mons, in 1S28, that 'the establishment of the English
law as applicable to property held in the townships
on the tenure of free and common soccage, would be
an infringement of the rights belonging to the French,

Canadians, if not done by the Legislature of Lower
Canada

;
that ihe French laws should be allowed to

continue all over the country; that facilities should

have been given to the French Canadians to settle in

the Townships ;
that the means of going there should

have been given to them
;
that a system of education,

according to the notions and ide;is of the French

Canadians, should have been followed
;
that the de-

sire of the French Canadians must necessarily be to

keep up their own institutions, and to preserve their

laws in every part of the country ;
that the Legislative

Council should be composed of men who would side with

the mass of the people, and, in effecting this latter ar-

rangement, that its natural effect wi >uld be to secure the

means of extending the French laws and the French
Canadian system over Lower Canada.'

" In the full and complete security of their persons
and property, in the free and unrestricted enjoyment
of their religious worship, their ancient civil laws>
their native and beloved language, and of an equality
of rights and privileges in the provincial representa-
tive government with their fellow-subjects of British

and Irish origin, in possession, moreover, of a nu-

merical popular majority, the French Canadians
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could have no sympathies in common with the people of

another race and speaking another language, no in-

ducement to divest themselves of prejudices dear to

them alike from the associations of country and the

recollections of life, or to ahandon habits and customs

which they cherished and to which they were firmly

attached, for the questionable advantages to be ob-

tained from assimilation with strangers, whom they
were taught to disregard ;

and the natural conse-

quence has been, that, in proportion as the French
Canadian population has increased, these evils have

likewise increased, until the repugnance to British in-

terest and British connexion has finally assumed the

form of open and declared rebellion.
" The French Canadian population were thus not

only nationally inclined to mark their active opposi-
tion to their fellow-subjects of British and Irish ori-

gin, but they have been taught to consider them as

strangers and tresspassers upon their soil
; they have

been taught to feel towards them none of those kindly

sympathies which unite together subjects of the same

country and possessors of the same rights ; they have
in fine been taught to believe themselves oppressed

by their fellow-subjects of British and Irish origin,
and to imagine that they possessed the power of ex-

pelling their oppressors. Overlooking moral feeble-

ness in physical capability, desperate men made an

open livehood by influencing the population of

French origin to acts of violence; missionaries of in-

surrection, by their own example, ostentatiously
shewed to them the manner of setting the laws at

defiance
;

and individuals loaded with every species
of persona! contempt, aggravated a local pressure
into popular tumult, or embittered an unimportant
grievance into bloodshed. In all cases, the object was

attained,active discontentwas introduced into the passive

population, and noon day meetings gradually ripened in-

to sedition and rebellion.
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" It is this exclusive French Canadian spirit alone

which has given rise to all the discontent existing in

this Province, it is this which has in fact made the

question one of national origin and not of political

party, in it is to he discovered the source of all the

disturbances which have brought sedition and rebel-

lion in their train, and in it alone is to be
^
found a full

and complete answer to the enquiry, to what causes

the present unhappy condition of this Province is to be

ascribed.
" This conclusion is borne out by the text-book of

the complaints of the French Canadian Representa-

tives, adopted in 1834, the famous ninety-two Reso-

lutions of the House of Assembly, hi which will be

found a detail of grievances and abuses which that

body knew to be either altogether redressed, or in

jactive course of being so
;
reference is therein prin-

cipally had to those which have been alluded to the

introduction of the elective principal into the com-

position of the Legislative Council, the abrogation of

the Tenure Act, and the disposal of the whole re-

venue of the Province
;

the two former have been
most wisely refused, the latter as unwisely granted.

By their admission, therefore, no real oppression exists

in the Province, and no real grievance, consistent with
the preservation of British supremacy, remains unre-

dressed.
" The French Canadian leaders have endeavoured

to excite the sympathy of the citizens of the United

States, and of the professed republicans in Upper
Canada, in behalf of themselves and their fellow-

countrymen, by constantly appealing to their assist-

ance for the support of popular institations and

popular rights, as if their real views were republican,
and as if that form of govcrnhieut were favoured by
the French Canadian population. It is sufficient to

meet this fallacious inference with a direct denial, as

being contrary to fact, and to the habits, feelings
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and customs of that population, and as being altogether

disproved by the evident principle of all the measures

which have been proposed or approved by the French

Canadian population, or its Representatives in Provin-

cial Parliament assembled. These plainly shew that their

views did not extend beyond the means of securing their

own exclusive designs and intentions.
"
Although hitherto the voice of supplication in fa-

vour of British and Irish provincial grievances has been

unheeded, amidst the clamours of an insurrectionary

faction, these loyal subjects still confidently trust in the

magnanimity of the Mother Country, and still anticipate
from her justice an entire redress of their unmerited and

patiently endured grievances.
" It is in the midst of disorder and disturbance, that

the Constitutional Association of this city presumes to

claim the sympathies of the inhabitants of the Sister

Colonies, and their assistance, if required, for the pro-
tection of the rights and privileges of British subjects,
and the maintenance of the connexion of the Province

with the Mother Country.
" PETER M'GiLL, Chairman.
" WM. BADGLEY, Secretary.

"
Montreal, Dec. 13, 1837."

P.S. The events at St. Denis and St. Charles, as given in

the foregoing chapter, are taken from official and other sources
such as I deem can be relied upon and which, bearing the

impress of truth, have not been publicly contradicted by the

patriots themselves. But, never having seen their version of
those occurences, I took the liberty, while attending my par-

liamentary duties at Toronto, in July, 1851, which a long and
intimate acquaintance with Dr Wolifred Nelson, then M. P.

for Richelieu, I thought might justify me in hazarding, to re-

quest of him a sketch of the affair at St. Denis, in which he had
taken so prominent apart, in order that I might give it a place
as matter of history in the present work. To this, Dr. Nelson
made no objection, and at once, with characteristic frankness,

acceded, assuring me that, upon his return home, he would
take a leisure moment to throw together his reminiscences of
this painful matter, and transmit them to me with leave to
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lowing, I received from him a letter enclosing the following
statement by one of his family, from notes furnished by him-

self, and apologizing for the hasty and imperfect manner in

which it was composed, desiring also that I would freely use
the pruning knife in retrenching any part I might think ad-

visable, and in particular anything laudatory of him or his ac-

tions, which I was to attribute not to any unprofitable wish to

see himself applauded, but solely to the natural partiality of

the one who had held the pen for him on the occasion. He
observes " Should you deem any part of the rapid sketch I

herewith send you, worthy of Lotice, you are quite at liberty
to use it as you may think proper. If I had any choice in the

matter, I would prefer that part where mention is made of the

causes that impelled me to assume the attitude I took in the

politics of the country very many years before the "
rumpus'

in 1837. You will find it to be indeed a '

plain unvarnished

tale,' in which I have not attempted to extenuate the position
I adopted on any occasion, however much I may deplo-e cer-

tain of the inc'dents that accompanied it." It is scarcely ne-

cessary to observe, en pasiant, that I have not thought fit to

exercise the license given to me by Dr. Nelson, nor to change
one word in the concise narrative he was so good as to favor
me with, which indeed I could not improve, and that, as com-

ing directly from him, must be interesting to the reader as

explanatory of his motives, as well as of his actions. It will

not be imputed to me, I trust, for mere egotism, if I continue
the quotation from the Doctor's letter on the occasion, there

being passages in my own life, as the reader may have remark-
ed in a previous volume of this work, which render the Dr's.

testimony of some value to me. " I have had," he continues,
" the satisfaction of being intimately acquainted with you, for

the last 45 years, and, notwithstanding that we have been
the very antipodes of each other in political life, still I feel

persuaded you have accorded tome that meed of justice which
I have ever cordially conceded to you, viz.

;
a perfect sincerity

and an entire personal disinterestedness in all yonr views and

proceedings, and I am equally well satisfied that you would
hail with as great delight as I would, every occurrence that

could contribute to the prosperity and happiness of this our
common country, tkan which the British Crown has not a more
valuable appendage, and which, under the present form ofgov-
ernment, if duly appreciated, can have nothing to covet or

envy in any other country under heaven
; no, not even in the

hallowed land of our fathers. 1 have taken the liberty of en-

closing the account which my friend Mr. T. S. Brown has given
of his participation in the transactions at St. Charles, when
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Colonel Wetherall marched upon that place. This is likewise

entirely at your disposal." I consequently avail myself of the

reports of those two gentlemen, which, from the part they took
in " the troubles" of 1837, wiil very probably interest the

reader. Doctor Nelson has lived to become, from a pro-
scribed patriot,a favourite and functionary of the Government,
and, in the opinion of all men, one eminently adapted to fill,

with credit to himself and advantage to the country, the im-

portant office conferred upon him by Lord Elgin on the advice

of Mr. Lafonlaine while Premier. R. C.

Brief narration of Dr. VVolfred Nelson's participation in the

politics and "
troubles," that lately occurred in Lower

Canada.

"The country having been deprived of its Legislature, and
its funds being expended in a manner, over which it held not
the smallest control, increased beyond measure the dissatis-

faction under which it had labored for very many years, pro-
duced by acts of the Imperial and Colonial authorities, in

which theJCanadian people not only had no participation, but
which were consummated in direct opposition to their most

clearly and energetically expressed will, and likewise in the

most flagrant violation of their constitutional rights and pri-

vileges ;
the measure of colonial vassallage consequently

seemed full even to overflowing, A tacit submission to this

state of things would have stamped the country (for the re-

formers who had ever protested against that pernicious

system, constituted at least nineteen-twentietbs of the whole

population,) with a mean and cowardly character, when it

assumed a determined attitude, or it would have warranted
the inference that their oft-repeated complaints, resulted from
a factious disposition, or were not based on any act of tyranny
from those in power.

* A bold constitutional, and truly British teeling pervaded
every bosom, public meetings were held in every village,

parish and county, especially in the opulent and populous
district of Montreal, but the entire Province felt this last and

desperate attack upon +heir few remaining liberties (the
Russell Resolutions) most acutely. On the 23rd of October,
1837, was held in the village of St. Charles, on the river

Richelieu, by far the largest meeting that ever was convened
in Canada. It consisted of an assemblage of the inhabitants
of the five counties bordering on the Richelieu, and at the re-

quest of a deputation from the county of 1'Acadie to be
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admitted into the convention, it was afterwards called the
'

Assembly of the six Counties.''
" Men of distinction, both by wealth and political influence,

from various parts of the Province, were present, and ad-
dressed the vast collection of hardy yeomanry, explaining in

plain and emphatic language, the multitudinous grievances
that were sappirg the rights and prospects, and the very con-
stitution of the country. Resolutions of a stern and decided
character were adopted with the utmost enthusiasm. It must
be observed, however, that while it was the object of the
leaders to employ the most unequivocal terms ofremonstrance,
it was not their intention to overstep the limits of legitimate
discussion and reproval, knowing full well that the very
worst interpretation would be given to their proceedings,
whereby accusations of sedition might be fabricated for the

purpose of tormenting, if not violently punishing,
' the

audacious men for their treason '

against not the Mother

Country, nor against the law of the land, tor it was well
known that it was never contemplated, but in truth and
solely, for their opposition to the miserable handful of

place-men and place-hunters, constituting the most odious

oligarchy that ever insulted and oppressed a country, and
forced it to assume a position of self-defence. No, the avowed
object was to make a profound impression on the English
Government, that it might at last adopt some efficient and
constitutional proceeding for the removal of the abuses that
were incensing every heart, and the toleration of which
much longer, would entirely estrange the affections of one
of the most loyal and numerous sections of the colonists.

" Vain and nugatory iopes I the bureaucracy deemed the

time at last arrived for them to persecute, punish and plunder
those whom they had goaded to desperation ;

and that they
now had a fine opportunity of venting their rancour and
hatred, while justifying their conduct on the score of loyalty
and devotion to England ! They knew well that the country
had made no preparations, not even for self-defence, and fur

less for attack and aggression. But they would compel the

people to take up arms and assume a defensive attitude for

their lives and properties, and then style this movement a re-

bellion against the Crown of England! For many weeks the

most injurious and violent language filled the Government

press, and threats of dire vengeance were uttered at every
street-corner. Persons were named who were to be the first

immolated, and the first victim to Tory wrath was publicly
announced to be the Hon. L. J. Papineau, who, for a long
series of years, had, by all parties, been looked upon ae the

greatest political leader in Canada. He was urgently request-
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ed, by a large number of friends, to leave the city, as his life

was in hourly jeopardy ;
and in this request, to the honor of

a few of the less implacable Tories, let it be said, they joined
in the intimation with an earnestness thai; was worthy of all

commendajtion. No doubt of the propriety of the step could
be entertained, for, a short time previously, a magistrate,dis-

tinguished alike for his violence, and unrelenting hatred of
his brother Canadians for he was one by birth, or at least
from infancy and of all of liberal principles, headed a mob
of hot political partizans, broke into the Vindicator newspaper
office destroyed the press and materials,sacked the house,&c.
and accomplished all this at noon-day, with a recklessness
and vociferation that chused the most intense alarm to every
peaceable and well-disposed citizen. It is almost incredible
that the scene of this violence was in the immediate vicinity
and in the presence of the military main guard-house ;

and
that this shocking outrage, instead of meeting with due re-

reprehension, or even a semblance of investigation, was, on
the contrary styled an act of laudable heroism and distin-

guished loyalty ! ! Mr. Papineau very properly left the city
the ensuing night, accompanied by a few friends, and took

refuge on River Chambly.
' A few days subsequently, a detachment of twenty Volun-

teer Cavalry was sent to St. Johns for the- purpose of cap-
turing for it could not be sermed an arrest two distin-

guished citizens of that place, who had been guilty of
the heinous crime of attending the meeting of the Six

Counties, and had moved or seconded, some of the resolu-
tions 1 In the dead of the night their doors were forced opea
with such disturbance and violence as to have attracted the
notice of the neighbours, a few ofwhom mounted their horses,
and spread the alarm throughout the country as far as Lon-
guenil. The prisoners were manacled, and, to enhance the
humiliation of their condition, cords were tied about their
necks. All this vandalism, let it be remembered, was perpe-
trated without any warrant or mandate from the recognized
authorities. The victims were then driven to Chambly, and
thence towards Montreal by the Longueuil road, through a
very populous country, as if for the very purpose of exultation

and provocation. When the cavalcade had nearly reached
the borders of the St. Lawrence, it was summoned to halt, by
a small party of Canadians, who promised to convey the pri-
soners to gaol, but would not submit that their respectable

fellow-countrymen should be taken to Montreal in the condi-
tion of felons. This demand was responded to by a volley
from the pistols of the cohort, which was as promptly return-

ed by a fire from a few fowling-pieces, which brought one of
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the leading horses of the wagon to the ground, thus effectual-

ly preventing the furl her progress of the vehicle, while, at the
same tiiae, the Captain of the party was wounded in the cheek.
This ' retort courteous' at once put the troopers to their ut-

most speed, who thus left the liberated prisoners in the hands
of their gallant rescuers. They were found seated on the bare
boards of the wagon, confined in a most ptinful posture, and
suffering from intense cold, and from the tightness of the corda
and irons with which they were bound, even round their necks I

" This chivalrous achievement of a few young Canadians
was heralded as the opening of the "

rebellion," and it was
stated the whole country had risen in arms ! A day or two
subsequently, two bodies of troops were ordered to scour the
banks of the Richelieu River

;
one to ascen 1 from Sorel

;
the

other to descend from Chambly ;
and both were to meet at the

village of St. Charles, where Mr. Papineau's followers had lo-

cated themselves in the house of the Hon. Mr. Debartzch.

There, it was thought, they would be enabled to capture all

the men of note in that district, as well as those gentlemen
from Montreal who had sought safety in the environs. Infor-
mation of the contemplated movement was conveyed to Dr.
W. Nelson, at St. Denis, and at about one o'clock, in the morn-
ing, an officer of the army, in disguise, was arrested in the lat-

ter village, as he was proceeding to apprize the detachment
from Chambly, of the approach of that from below.* The a-

larm was spread, and at about 6 A.M., some ninety -or a hun-
dred inhabitants of the neighbourhood rushed to the Doctor's
succour. He went to reconnoitre the position of the assailants,
and the morning was so hazy and dark, that he galloped al-

most in the midst of the advancing troops, and had barely
time to make good his retreat To retard the progress of the

menacing host, Dr. Nelson contrived to break down several

bridges, thus giving himself time for rallying the people, and
for making preparations to receive his opponents in hostile

array. The Doctor told his friends that he did not wish to

* NOTE BY DR. NELSON. "
It has been stated that this offi-

cer was 'barbarously murdered by the rebels;' and for some
time, this cruel accusation was credited by those who were

ignorant of the facts that led to nis untimely and most disas-

trous end. The circumstances attendant on this lamentable
occurence are as follows: A gentleman in colored clothes
was brought to Dr. Nelson's houseat about 1 A.M., on the day
of the battle. After some reluctance he acknowledged that

his name was Weir, and that he was a Lieutenant in the 32nd

Regiment. Appearing fatigued and cold, Dr. N. ordered his

servants to place before him some refreshments, which he de-
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compel any one to stand by him, but that, in the event of a
collision occuring, he expected that those who remained w th

him, would defend themselves courageously : that he had no
eause to regret or fear any deed which he had performed, as a

public man, and was disposed to meet any accusations that

might be openly and legitimely brought against him ;
but re-

minded them also, that he would never submit to be treated as

Mr. Demaray, and Dr. Davignon, of St. Johns, had been, a
few days before, and that, if summoned to surrender, in com-

pliance with the usages of the laws, he would at once acqui-
esce and surrender himself. But, instead of a visit from the

Sheriff, the Doctor's personal and intimate friend or of one
of his Deputies, the summons vouchsafed him was a cannon-

fcall, which killed two of his friends near him. It was then,
and not till then, that the Doctor told his companions that
' their lives were sought after, and that they must sell them as

dearly as they could
;
to be steady, take good aim, lose no

powder, and all attend to their duty, their self-preservation;'
this was at a few minutes after 9 A.M. The second shot killed

three men, the falling of one of whom brought the Dr. to the

ground. The contest lasted with more or less vigor till about
4 P.M.. when Captain Markham, of the 32nd Foot, most gal-

lantly heading his company, made a desperate rush to pass an
old store, on the very edge of a steep bank, which effectually

clined, but accepted of some whiskey punch. He was urged
to retire to bed and repose, but he preferred sitting up. Three

respectable persons were desired to keep him company, and of

these one was Dr. Kimber, of Chambly, distinguished alike

for his warm-heartedness and his bravery. Mr. Weir was told

that he must submit to be detained in custody for a few hours,
but that he would be perfectly safe, and should be treated with

respect and kindness, such as the Doctor said, he would wish
to receive were he himselfa prisoner, which might be the case

in a very short time. Nothing more came under the immedi-
ate knowledge of Dr. Nelson, after he left his house to meet
the advancing force. Previous to going, he gave Mr. Weir
in charge of three elderly and trustworthy habitants, with, in-

junctions to prevent his escape, but to do this with mildness.

However, on hearing the firing, at a short distance, which oc-

curred from the conflict of the soldiers and patriots, the Lieut,

made efforts to leave the house, whereupon his guards, with-

out any orders to that effect, put him into a carriage to take

him to the camp at St. Charles. As the unfortunate prisoner
and his escort reached the upper part of the village of St.Denia,
he jumped into the road, and struck at his guards. A scuffle

ensued, and a couple of persons proceeding to the spot where
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prevented the troops from getting behind the Doctor's position
an object that had been provided against by placing seven

or eight men in the store, and who, by an active fire through
the crevices between the timbers, frustrated every attempt that
was made to turn this important point ;

but just as the Cap-
tain, after reiterated attempts, was abont to effect his purpose,
he was severely wounded by several shots from a building
erected on a wharf projecting beyond the store. Six good
marksmen had been stationed in the third story, and success-
fully commanded this point. The Captain's followers seized
him and carried him from the spot, after which the firing near-
ly ceased, and in about half an hour the troops withdrew.

"
It could never be accurately ascertained what the loss of

the besiegers was, but it must have been considerable from the
constant efforts that were made to pass the store alluded to
above no man appearing there bnt was brought to the ground.
With the exception of those killed at this point, the loss was
slight; the miserable 'fusils' of the habitants not being able to
do much execution save at a short distance. Five soldiers,
severely wounded, were left behind, of whom the utmost care
was taken

; indeed, it was delightful to see with what kind-
ness and benevolence they were treated by those again st whom,
bat a few moments ago, they were arrayed in hostile strife.
The soldiers, themselves, have ever since been loud in their

praises of the demeanor exhibited towards them, a sentiment
at once characteristic of the generosity and hoaor of the British
soldier. A twelve-pound brass cannon, with its ammunition
carriage, &c., was also abandoned on the field.

the contest was already becoming warm, one armed with a
sabre, and another with a gun, attacked Mr. Weir, who was
said to be a spy, and in the excitement of the fray inflicted
mortal -wounds upon him. Thus, through his own imprudence
and rushness, to say the least, was this fine young man killed,
almost before be had attained complete manhood. When Dr.
Nelson heard of this sad event, he expressed his utter abhor-
ence of it, and most severely blamed and reproached those who
had been concerned in it, saying that,

'

being three in number,
they could easily have secured their prisoner,' and it is mere
justice to these individuals to mention that, on reflection, they
expressed in the most poignant terms their regret and sorrow
of their precipitancy. Under the stupid impression that the

catastrophe could be concealed, some persons made a hole, in
the night, on the beach of the river, and there buried the body
or the unfortunate gentleman.

"_It
is due to historical truth to give the above outline ofan

accident that cast the profoundest gloom over a large com-
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" It is but simple justice toward the Doc or to state that,

during the strife, his soul was sorely rent, not by any pusilla-
nimous sentiments for his personal safety, although a thousand
hallowed ties rendered life most dear to him

;
but his distress

to a degree almost beyond his endurance, arose from the cir-

cumstance of his beingforced into battle against the soldiers

of England the land of his honored and venerated Father's.

Had he been placed side by side and acting in concert with the

troops, in resisting a common fos, his emotions would have

partaken of exultation and delight But to be placed in war-
like opposition to them was grievous, indeed, to his heart.

The retreat of bis assailants gave him but little satisfaction
;

nay he had a weight upon him that he could not dissipate, and
which would have proved insupportable, had it not been for

the conviction that he was acting in obedience to laws far

more supreme than those of self-preservation.
"
Shortly after the -withdrawal of the troops, the Doctor call-

ed his friends around him for consultation and advice, saying
to them ;

' We have now passed the Rubicon our very lives

are at stake there is no alternative : even a mean, cringing
submission will scarcely protect us from every kind of igno-

miny, insult and injury, worse to bear than death itself, if,

indeed, this event do not befall us at once. We see, now, but

the painful necessity of taking up arms in good earnest, and

manfully awaiting the occurrences which our attitude may pro-
voke

; still, it may happen that terms will be offered us, which
it might be equally prudent and honorable to accede to."

Whilst preparing a course of defence in consonance with

these sentiments, the upper division of the military expedi-
tion attacked the encampment at St. Charles, which, it

must be confessed, was far less favorably situated to

munity, including Dr. Nelson and his friends, an occurrence

which, until the real facts of the case were known, naturally
excited unusual regret and condemnation."

NOTE BY THE AUTHOR. Without any desire to be censorious,
it is in like manner due to historic truth, that I, also, should

subjoin a few remarks of my own on this subject.

The above, as far as it goes, is, no doubt, in accordance with
facts

;
but it avoids very pardonably, I am willing to admit

the cruel circumstances and manner in which Lieutenant
Weir was put to death, and is evidently intended to be pallia-
tive of this most atrocious and revolting homicide (never con-

templated, I am very certain, by Doctor Nelson, to whatever

liabilities, in a legal or moral sense, he may have subjected
himself by making the unfortunate gentleman a prisoner), and
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resist the attack than was St. Denis. The assault was suc-

cessful : the soldiers swept all before them, and A general
panic ensued, the result of which was,, that Dr. Nelson, at

St. Denis, soon found himself totally abandoned, save by a
few staunch friends, even or eight in all. Their sole safety
now manifestly lay in flight, and they immediately started on
their way to the United States through the dense forests in-

tervening. On coming to a very rapid stream, the Doctor
crossed it with much difficulty, and nearly perished in so do-

ing. His companions then took another direction, but as all

the avenues leading out of the country were guarded, tke
whole of them were captured, with the exception of General
T. S. Brown, Dr. Nelson being the last to yield, after having
travelled in the wilderness ten days, swimming rivers, sleep-

ing in the snow, without cloak or coverings, and much of the
time without food. This was during the first eleven days of
December. The excessiveexertions he had made, and the pri-
vations he had endured, brought him on an attack of dropsy
after he was lodged in gaol. He had made up his mind from
the first that no favor would be shown him, nor did he on any
occasion endeavour to palliate his acts. He boldly proclaim-
ed his sense of justification in resisting as he did, and that as
the fates were against him, he was prepared for the worst.
He conceived that he would be deemed far more culpable than
.the French Canadians, whose dissimilarlity of faith and ori-

gin might plead in extenuation of their acts, but that he, the
son of an Englishman and a Protestant, should be found sym-
pathizing with the forruer, would appear a crime of verygreat
magnitude, and much enhanced by the fact of his having
successfully resisted the attack of the troops.

" The Doctor told the Attorney General, Sheriff, and other
Officers who visited the prison that he would most cheerfully
offer himself as a victim on the altar of his country, could

I therefore cannot allow it to pass without observing, that I

do not, nor will my readers, I imagine, find in it one solitary

extenuating circumstance of the guilt of those who, in cold

blood, slew poor Weir. His arms were tightly bound with a

rope previous to, or on his being put into a cart, or caleche, for

conveyance to St. Charles consequently any assault, so pin-
ioned, that he could possibly make on his guards, cannot have
been formidable, and it was in this defenceless state, after on

hearing the discharge ofmusketry he had leaped, very foolish-

ly, it must be admitted, from the cart in which he was, under

which, when assailed, be vainly sought shelter, that he was
mercilessly shot, sabred, hacked and stabbed to death by the

monsters, who, as his guards, had him in charge,and of which
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he by so |doing appease and disarm the bad feelings which

rankled in the bosoms of their political foes against the in-

surgents, and thereby be the means of bringing peace and

harmony into the land of his birth.
" Next to Mr. Papineau, for whom, dead or alive, one

thousand pounds were offered by proclamation, Doctor Wol-

fred Nelson was assumed to be the man most obnoxious to

the ill-will of the Tories. This originated in the bold stand

he made many years previously against Mr., now Sir James

Stuarc, when Attorney General, and whom he defeated at the

election of the '

Royal Borough' of William Henry (Sorel) in

182 7 : as well as in the uncompromising manner in which he

invariably condemned the abuses of those days, together with

his popularity, which was such that he was by acclamation

called to preside the great meeting of the Six Counties, on
the 23rd October, 1837. As a most unequivocal proof that

the Doctor was really disposed to make every sacrifice for the

quiet of the country, he most cheerfully met Lord Durham's

friend, Lieut. Colonel Simpson, and placed himself entirely

at his lordship's disposal even to the forfeiture of life and

liberty in which disposition he was nobly seconded byseven
of his fellow-prisoners. As this fact, with its attending cir-

cumstances, has been already alluded to elsewhere, it is need-

less to repeat it here.
" It is but a bare act of justice to the Doctor and his seven

friends to state, that during the exile at Bermuda, as well as

their sojourn in the United States, their deportment was

manly and independent, and that, far from reviling the Im-

perial Government, they invariably disculpated it of blame.

They felt and knew that the English authorities were desir-

ous of acting with justice and kindness towards the colon-

ists. They maintained that the root and mainspring of their

his mangled body, when found, afforded too many shocking
evidences; and all this, it seems, in the presence of a mmlti-

tude of spectators tamely looking on at this heart-rending
homicide.

It is to be recollected that poor Weir, when slain, was

alone, in the hands of excited nemies, without one kindred
heart among them to sympathize with him, or friendly eye to

witness and relate the occurrences that proceeded and caused
his death that even the facts offered in palliation of the

cruelty exercised upon him, and of his assasiaation, come

entirely from those who were either the actual perpetrators,
or tacit accomplices, previous to, during, or after the fact

and who therefore naturallywould seek to palliate the appall-

ing deed. We know, indeed,actually nothing of the real fact
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oppressions lay entirely in the corrupt set of office-holders,

who, like their kin, the old oligarchy in the Tuirteen Colo-

nies, were traitorously deceiving their Sovereign, and were,
by incessant injury and insult, forcing the people into disaf-

fection and ultimately resistance, as well in vindication of

their rights and privileges as subjects, as in the maintenance
of their dignity and self-respect as men.

"
It has been stated by some persons, actuated by a base

jealousy of the Doctor's decided attitude in the hour of trial,

whilst they ignominiously sought safety inflight, that he was
in embarrassed circumstances and reckless of events

;
and this

opinion has been responded to bya few others, as a means of

depreciating the Doctor's position. But is haa been satisfac-

torily provea, that, at the time of occurrence just narrated,
his business was in a most prosperous and promising state

;

and that, as regarded pecuniary matters, he had every thing
to lose in this political struggle, besides being bound to life by
the adamantine ties of the son of a widowed mother, a hus-

band, and father of a numerous family. If ever a man had

cause.to cherish existence, certainly he had reasonable claims
to such a sentiment. And it is but right to remark, that even

attendant upon this young gentleman's untimelyend,but such
as those more or less implicated in it have chosen to give us,in

which,bowever,there is more than enoughofhorrorto sickenthe
most unfeeling heart. Agreeing with the above, as to the

province of history in following an impartial and just course,
I may add, that it also is precisely on that same account,

among ita first and sternest duties, fearlessly to stand forth

and prominently, but faithfully, exhibit,in all their deformity,
the excesses that occasionally degrade and disgrace the mas-

ses, no less than to signalize those noble traits of patriotism
and humanity not unknown nor unfrequent in Canadathat
do honour to and exalt a whole people. Where is the value

of "
History," if it is complacently to varnish over the vices

and the crimes of mankind, and shed a meretricious colour-

ing upon human folly, or human guilt, deserving only of ex-

ecration, and to be shunned by ourselves and those who are

to follow us ? The event alluded to is no disparagement to

the established and well-known many excellent qualities of

the French Canadian character anything but sanguinary,

nay naturally hospitable and humane. It constitutes, indeed
a melancholy exception, but makes no rule or standard to

judge by proving only into what excesses the masses, when
excited, may rush, and consequently the danger of inciting
them to courses of devious, or, to say the least of them,

questionable policy. R. C.
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the most bitter of his opponeiits have freely acknowledged that
he was impelled by more lofty motives than those of personal
interest and aggrandizement. He is now 60 years of age, and
is as active, industrious, and eager in the pursuit of his pro-
fessional avocations as he was thirty years ago, and he has the

cheering prospect before him, if health and prolonged life be
vouchsafed him yet a few years, of being enabled to view the

fast-approaching termination of his career without the harrow-

ing apprehensions of leaving his family unprovided for
; but,

instead thereof, though not in affluent circumstances, yet in

possession of the ordinary necessaries of life.
"
Montreal, November, 1851."

"
MONTREAL, 14M November, 1851-

" MY DEAR DOCTOR, I have been very much gratified with
the perusal of your manuscript, and have but one fault to find,
which is, that it is written with too much modesty. It is dif-

ficult for a man to speak of himself as he should speak, and
there is such a charge as being so modest as to treat one's own
self with disrespect. Tnough the harrassed soldiers were un-
fit for duty, it was your energy alone that kept them out of St.

Denis, and the world should know it. The conspicuous and

responsible position in which you were placed, should be set

forth in correct terms. The Vindicator was destroyed on the
6th November, late in afternoon or beginning of evening. I

was under the impression that Mr.Papineau remained in town
four or five days after. We were told, and believed, that Dema-
ray and Davignon had ropes round their necks ;

but was it real-

ly so ?* . It must not be said, ifnot certain. In regard to sol-

diers killed, do the Military admit there were any ? For if not
we must be cautious how we assert it positively, without proof,
however strong may be our own impressions. I return here-

with the manuscript, but wish to keep the " Lancet" a little

* It was not so the Dr. was misinformed I have the cer-

tainty of it from one accompanying the bailiffwho held the war-

rant in virtue of which they were arrested. Their arms were

pinioned, and they were tied to the bars, of the cart in which

they were placed for conveyance to Longueail bad enough
certainly they were spared the revolting indignity of which
Mr. Brown very justly doubts, and which I am happy to have

it in my power to say was not the case. See, also, the state-

ment in French by
" un Temoin Oculaire, et un des prison-

niers" post. R- C.
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longer to read it again. I will endeavor to see you soon,Jand
in mean time will write my report.

" Yours most faithfully,
" T. S. BROWN."

" Wth November, 1851.

" MY DEAR DOCTOR, I enclose you a report of my part in

the operations on the Richelieu. It is a long thing to read,
and yet I do not see how I could have condensed more

;
and

there are many things left out, that 1 might not be intermina-
ble. By-and-by, if I have leisure, 1 have a mind to write a
chapter or two of history on the proceedings of 1837, which,
if I do, I will submit to you. It would be what Mr. Christie
wants.

"
I enclose his letter to you herewith, and thank you for the

perusal.
" Yours truly,

" T. S. BROWN."

"
MONTREAL, 25/A November, 1851.

" DOCTOR WOLFRED NELSON.

" MY DEAR SIK, Fourteen years ago, this day, I was driven
from St. Charles, and before all is forgotten, it appears right
that I should make a report to you ot my part in the opera-
tions on the river Richelieu, in 1837

" In the city conflict of the 6th November, 1837, I lost my
right eye, and got terribly beaten, which confined me to my
room till the 16th, when I received information that a warrant

against me. for high treason had been issued, and in my ignor-
ance of most that had been passing in the last ten days, I de-
termined to set out immediate' y for the States, there to repose,
till my strength should be recovered. Departing alone, with-
out conferring withj auy one, I arrived at the horseboat (foot
of the current) about five o'clock, P. M., but found it would
not leave for a couple of hours, and then to carry troops ; upon
which, there being no other means of crossing, in a night
so stormy, I engaged a habitant passing down to Pointe
aux Trembles, to take me along with him. My new ac-

quaintance was very drunk a sharp north-east snow storm
had set in there was continual danger running over the

bank, and consequently I was obliged to drive, which add-
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Hng to my exposure, struck a cold into every limb, and every
corner of my body. That night, after retiring. I suffered the

pains of Tophet.
" In the morning I went down to- the village of Point aux

Trembles, and from thence crossed to the farm of an habitant

named Malo, where, most hospitably received, I went to bed,
and passed she day. In the afternoon I sent for Dr. Duches-
nois of Varennes, and returned in a canoe with him. At his

house I met Rodolphe DesRivieres, Dr. Gauvin, and some

others, from whom 1 learned that many warrants, for high
treason, were issued, many arrests were made, and many pea-
pie were flying from home, in all quarters. They also brought
intelligence of the rescue of Davignon and Demaray atLon-
gueuil. Conversation soon roused us with the reckless viva-

city common to people thrown suddenly upon their natural

resources, and compelled to act. At supper I observed ;

'

Well, the Ball has commenced, I suppose we must all join
in the dance. ' Yes.' said Gauvin,

' We will turn soldiers

let us go to St. Charles, make a prisoner of Debartzch, and
establish our camp.'

" Without further discussion, DesRivieres, Gauvin, a bro-
ther of DesRivieres, and myself, set out immediataly in two
carts, upon our expedition. I h..d been but once in St. Char-

les, and knew bat one person there two of my associates

{DesRivieres and Ganvin) weie still grea'er strangers. At
one place where we stopped in the night, there were two ta-

verns, and many people assembled, much excited, enquiring
why the 'chiefs' were flying?

" 'We have ammunition and guns,' said they,
' let the

Chiefs remain with us, and they shall be protected.' We
reached Mr. Drolet's at St. Marcs, about day-break, and after

breakfast crossed to St. Charles. I went to Durocher's and
laid down, too much broken to stand longer. Gauvin collect-

ed a small party of men with fusils, put himself at their head
mirched up to the Manor house, and took possession. De-
bartzch and family were then safe in Montreal. Shortly after

a horse was brought for me, and I proceeded to take command
of the camp, which by evening mustered quite a garrisonwith
sentinels posted. The next day being Sunday, nothing was
done much to my annoyance.

" On Monday we felled the trees round the house, and laid

up their trunks as a barracide round a large area (enclosing
all our buildings) which when covered with earth, would
have been bullet proof, and formed an out-work to a fort,

but never completed, it remained a mere log fence. The

people from the surrounding country, came in great numbers,
all enthusiastic and ready to devote life and property to the
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call of their country ;
but the chief men were, as you remem-

ber, with two or three exceptions, absent or secreted ; and
under these circumstances, it could not be expected that the

people would have much confidence in operations conducted

by three young men, of whom they knew nothing, and whose
personal deficiencies were too risible

;
Col. Lemay, Simon

Lesperance and two others, were, brought in prisoners, and
detained by me. I directed a guard to be placed over Les-

perance's Store, for its protection, and took possession of

Spink's Store at St Charles, where I placed a guard to pre-
vent plunder. Of provisions we had abundance, but the wheat
was to be ground, and the cattle to be killed, and with no or-

ganised Commissariat, or Quarter Master's Department, men
who joined, left us for want of food merely because we had
no system for distributing it. All were ready to obey, but
there was no body to command. In the absence of Com-
manders or instructors of Squads, no body knew what to do
or how to go about it. For myself whatever I might have
done at another time, I was suffering excruciating agony of

body, especially through the long nights, and moving in pain
through the day, I could direct nothing with energy. At a
moment when everything was required of me, I was fit for no-

thing. Of ammunition we had some half dozen kegs of gun-
power and a little lead, which was cast into bullets

;
but as

the fire-arms were of every calibre, the catridges made, were
too large for many, which were consequently useless. We had
two small rusty field pieces, but with neither carrisiges nor

appointments they were as useless as two logs.

" There was one old musket, but not a bayonet. The fire

arms were common fusils, in all conditions of dilapidation,
some tied together with strings, and very many with lock-

springs so worn out, that they could not be discharged.

"
Encouraged by your masterly defence at St. Denis, we

felt no alarm at the approach of Col. Wetherall, who halted
at St. Hilaire some eight miles distant. On Friday, the 24th

November, the day being fine, I reconnoitered the country for

some distance up the river,to a ravine where there was a small

bridge, that I ordered to be destroyed, and placed a picket in

the Brush wood, near by, to fire on Col. Wetherall's advance
should they attempt a reconstruction. I placed another party
on the summit of the ravine, directing them to erect a strong
barracide, from which they could, with safety, fire on the

troops, as they advanced from below. The remainder of the

men I had brought from the camp, I picketed in the farm
houses along the road, with instructions to turn out, if the

troops approached, and fire from behind the wood piles, and
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other safe covers, of which there was abundance along the

river bank.
" About midnight, the camp was aroused by ana'arm,that

the troops were coming. Those who came from the far-

thest point up the road, h .d neither heard, or seen them, and
I am sasisfied the alarm was false, but it was only after I had
sent men out into the fields, to bring back a report, that no
enemy was surrounding us, that I could get the people quiet-
ed. My arrangements of the previous day were, as I discover-

ed when the troops really did appear, completely broken up-
for very few who fell back on the camp, that night, returned
to their posts.

On the morning of the 25th, 1 mustered mymen in camp they
numbered one hundred and nine (109 fusils auch as I have de-

scribed , and I presumed 1 could count on 50 more in the vill-

age. At this moment I received a written communication

signed
" Your friends below the Rapids,' informing me that

Col. Wetherall having received orders to retire to Montreal,
was makiug Preparations for crossing the river, at St.Hilaire.
" Thus relieved from all anxiety on that side, I set about

organizing a Commissariat, and after arranging what was
necessary at the camp, went down to the village, to see how
I could get our wheat ground into flour. While occupied with
this business, intelligence was brought, that the troops were

advancing, and riding to the camp, I found that all my re-

maining outlying pickets, had come in, without waiting for

their approach. Collecting about thirty of them, I ordered
them to return, and proceeding with them a mile, or more,
came in full view of wheat appeared about 400 to 500 Infan-

try, with two pieces of light-horse artillery, and a small party
of cavalry. The day was fine, ths ground frozen, and they,
after so good a repose at St. Hilaire, advanced rapidly. I or-

dered my men, as before, to take advantage ofwood piles, and

inequalities of the ground, to fire on the advance, and left them
to return to camp. While stopping at one point, to recon-

noitre, my horse by a sudden turu threw me violently on the

rough frozen road. He was caught I mounted again, I know
not how, and got beck to camp. Such a throw, In ordinary
times, would have unfitted me from moving an inch. I called

the meu to their posts they stepped ont manfully, but I do
not think the whole number exceeded seventy. Then I hurri-

ed to the village to bring up all who might be there. The
fields were covered with a complete flock of men, women and

children, from along the road, who were flying before the

troops.
"Just as I turned again towards the camp, a respectable

old habitant came running up, to say, that he had been sent by
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the English Commander, to tell us tnat if we made no attack
on the troops, they would not harm us 1 at once supposed,
that followed in the rear, by our friends from above, they were
seeking a free passage to Sorel, and determined to send a mes-

sage in reply; that if they would lay down their arms, they
should pass unmolested. A man in the employ of Mr. Duro-
cher, was the only one I could send he had to go back for his

coat, and then we set out
;

I instructing him as we proceeded
towards the camp. Arrived within about 250 yards, at the

top of the ravine below the Church, I stopped to take breath,
and was looking to see what use could be made of the ravine,
when three round shot passed near me, in quick succession,
and as I reined out of the road, down which the first fire was
directed, the musketry opened on our camp. To go forward
was useless, as I could order nothing but a retreat without
it the people commenced retiring. I tried to rally the little

squads, my only hope being in keeping together the fowling

pieces we had collected, but finding ofter a long trial, my
strength and authority insufficient, I considered my command
gone, turned my horse, 'and rode to meet you at St Denis

(seven or eight miles) wheie you may remember I arrived

about nightfall.

" A mere accident took me to St. Charles, and put me at the

head of a revolting force. Another mere accident kept me out

of the reach of musket shot. Having no Aid-de-camp or per-
son that I could send, I was obliged myself to be everywhere,
in making preparations to meet the enemy, and consequently
the last that most of the men saw of me, was when I was rid-

ing from front to rear, which was exactly the course of all

those who were flying in the fields.

" Yours truly,
" T. S. BROWN.

Anxious to ascertain whether, as stated by Doctor W. Nel-

son, Messrs. Demaray and Davignon, \irested at St, John's on

charge of High Treason, had been treated by their captors
with the indignity he represents them to have been, I request-
ed a friend, (Col. Giigy,) acquainted with those gentlemen,
to enquire of them as to the fact in question, which according-

ly he did, in consequence whereof the following, being more,
however, than bargained for, was sent me. A simple yea
or nay would have sufficed, neither of which is given, though
it was all that was desired. It may, however, be decidedly in-

ferred from this statement, that they were not subjected to the
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supposed indignity. Besides, that they really were not, I h-ive

from the best authority, as mentioned" in another place. For
true cause of the arrest of those gentlemen, see page 436.

R. C.

ARRESTATION DK PIERRE PAUL DEMARAY, NOTA1RE, ET DE JOSEPH

DAVIGNON, MEDECIN, DE LA V1LLS DE ST. JEAN DORCHESTER.

Le 17 Novembre 1837, a 3 heures du matin.

Les assemblees publiqnes qui avaient eu lieu depuis quelqne
temps, a 1'occasion des droits reclames par les habitants de
cette province, comme colons anglais, avaient tellement trou-
ble les Tones d'alors, que ces derniers ne mettaient aucun
frein a leur vengeance, me"me sur les personnes inoflfensives

;

c'est ainsi que ces messieurs les Tories de St. Jean se sont con-
duits envers messieura Demaray et Davignon, deux paisibles

citoyens de la ville de St. Jean Dorchester. Au depens de la

verite, 1'on avail trouve les moyens de faire croire au gouvern-
ment ce qui n'existait vraiment pas, et c'est par ces moyens
que, pour se venger centre ces Messieurs, 1'on parvint a faire

arreter messieurs Demaray et Davignon. Ce fut Buries trois

heures du matin, qu'une trentaine de volontaires ou cavaliers
Be transporterent a la deitreure de ces messieurs, les arracher-
ect de leurs lits et les menerent a 1'hotel Mott, ou ils furent
mis aux fers et ensuite lies et garrottes a la charrette qui de-

vait les transporter a Montreal
;
ce fut alors que 1'on dit aux pri-

sonniers, que les gardes, avaient oidre de les livrer a Montreal,
morts ou vifa ! ! L'insolente fiertejavec laquelle se condui:aient
ces gardes fut bientot punie. A environ une demi-lieue du vill-

age deLongueuil,unc trentaine de Canadiens,malarmes,ayant
cu la nouvelle que 1'on avail fait prisonniers politiqucs et mal-
traitie des hommes qui ne le meritaient nullement, se mirent
en embuscade pour attendre la garde qui conduisait les pri-

sonniers, avec I'intention de liberer ces derniers, sans le mo-
indre mal possible. Lorsque la garde fut a environ une tren-
taine de pas des Canadiens, ces derniers se montrerent son-
dainement le long de la cloture du chemin, et quelques-uns
sauterent dans le chemin. La garde surprise, s'arreta tout a

coup, et demanda aux Canadiens ainsti armes, ce qu'ils vou-
laient

;
ce fut alors que le brave Vigor repondit, au nom des

autres :

" Vous ne passerez pas sans nous livrer nos citoyens
que vous avez fails prisonniers injustement." Le capitaine
de la garde leur dit, qu'ils n'avaientancun droit deles arreter

ainsi, et que, sils persistaient, il serait oblige de faire feu sur
eux. Viger leur dit qu'ils ne passeraient pas sans avoir remis
entre ses mains leurs prisonniers, et que si la garde faisait feu

sur eux, ils auraient le pla'sir de riposter. Ce fut alors que
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la garde comaaenga le feu et la bataille s'engagfa que la

garde au nombre d'environ 36 fut mise en deroute, laissantfor-

cement derriere eux,leurs prisonniers,apreB meme avoir tireplu-
sieurs coups de feu sur les prisonniers, en execution de 1'ordre

qu'ils disaient avoir regu, mais heureusement sans effet. II

n'y eut aucun blesse parmi ces braves Canadiens, quelques-
uns out cependant etc blesses parmi les cavaliers qui com-

posaient la garde.
II est impossible de decrire avec quelle joie ces braves Ca-

nadieas ont regu entre leurs bras, les personnes qu'ils
avaient arrachees des mains des gardes. Cette joie, melee
de larmes, restera toujours gravee dans le coeur de ceux

qu'ils out ainsi liberes, plaise a Dieu que la memoire de cea

braves Canadiens soit a jamais gravee dans 1'histohe de^notre
pays.

UN TEMOIN OCULArRK, ET L'UN DES PRISONXIgRS.
St. Jeau, January 5th, 1853.

Shortly after the advent of Mr. Lafontaine with his friend

Mr. Baldwin to office, in the autumn of 1842, during the ad-

ministration of Sir Charles Bagot, he proposed actuated by
a humane and sound policy to His Excellency, an amnesty
of all political offences, or, if this were for the present inex-

pedient, then that at least all prosecutions under the various
bills of indictment that had been found from high treason,
still pending in the Court of King's Bench at Montreal,
should, as a conciliatory measure, be abandoned. The Gov-
ernor did not, it seems, deem an amnesty at that Kioment ad-

visable, and which, probably, his instructions may have pre-

vented, but had, it was reported, and correctly 1 have no

doubt, no repugnance to accede to Mr. Lafontaine's advice,
and to consider as non avenues and null, all indictments,

against whomsoever found, from political causes, that against
Mr. Papineau alone excepted, and on this point he seemed de-

termined to insist. Mr. Lafontaine, to his credit be it told,
at once declined acquiescing in the proposed exception, to

which, indeed, he could not, without dishonor,assent,expres8-
ing his determination to resign his office (the AttorneyGeneral-
ship of Lower Canada) rather than consent to make Mr.

Papineau an exception, as insisted upon by the Governor.
Sir Charles, however, at last, wisely gave way, and authoriz-

ed Mr. Lafontaine to enter a nolle prosequi to the indictment
found against Mr. Papineau (at this time in France), as well
as to those found against others from the like cause. By this

generous and energetic conduct on the part of Mr. Lafontaine,
a return to Canada was opened to Mr. Papineau, and of which
early in 1845, he availed himself, after an absence nearly of

eight years.



531

Mr. Papineau did not, it appears, contemplate,on returning
to his native country, a re-entry upon public life

;
but warm-

ly solicited from various parts, he finally allowed himself,

though reluctantly, to be proposed, at the general election in

1848, as a Candidate for the County of St. Maurice, and for

which he was returned. His re-appearance in Parliament
was not favorably received by Mr. Lafontaine and his friends,
from the apprehension that, disapproving of this gentleman's
policy', as he was known to do, and from the antagonism that
had formerly, previous to the rebellion, arisen between them,
and not yet forgotten, he might, through the influence he

formerly, and to a considerable extent still enjoyed among his

compatriots, divide the French Canadian party, and weaken,
if not break down, Mr. Lafontaine's power in the Legislative

Assembly. He was here bitterly assailed, on the score of his

past and present politics, by Mr. Lafontaine's supporters, but

by none with such vehemence as by his quondam disciple and
friend, Doctor Wolfred Nelson. Hence the correspondence
and recriminations in the public prints (from which the fol-

lowing are extracts (between those gentlemen. The quarrel

certainly afforded some instruction, as well as amusement, at

the time, though at the expense of the parties engaged; but

their friends vejy generally, and with much reason, regretted
and condemned, not less the unnecessary revelations of their

mutual deeds, if not misdeeds, in times past and present,than
the acrimony with which they were brought out ! and 1 may,
without offence, add, that it were far better for their own
Bakes had the alteration been divided.

If called upon to define the essentials in which Messrs .

Papineau and Lafontaine both gentlemen of French origin,
and who, in turn, have largely enjoyed the confidence of their

fellow-countrymen politically differ, I must own at once my
inadequacy to the task, useless it be, that, equally opposed
to the union forced upon the French origin population of

Lower Canada, the former, to nullify it, would prevent it

from at all working ;
while the latter, making a virtue of ne-

cessity, has pursued a wiser policy in working it to the ad-

vantage of his country, and, in particular, of his compatriots,
placing, through his influence with LordElgin several of those
even who were the foremost and most conspicuous in the re-

bellion, in some of the most important and lucrative offices in

the Province, provoking himself in this, as I at least opine,by
for the more skillful politician of the two. Tbis,latter policy, it

is true, has not been satisfactory to all the world, and it is, in-

deed, in a general sense, open to grave objections.; but never-
theless it may, in this instance, be a sound one. Mr. Lafon-

taine, it is pretty generally admitted, has, by consulting only
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the practicable and expedient, acted wisely and well, amidst
the difficulties that beset his position as Prime Minister, which
he of late occupied, and that, upon the whole, though there
are derogating circumstances in the course of it, his adminis-
tration has been eminently successful. It was, in fact, from
the impetuous and blind pursuit of the impracticable and inex-

pedient, that Mr. Papineau lost himself, shipwrecking his own
and his party's hopes, and, with his example and failure before

him, it is to Mr. Lafontaine's credit that he has had the wis-
dom to profit by them. R. C.

(Editorial from "
LaMinerveJ* 4th September, 1848.)

" On peut ^oir par la date que ports les attestations suivan-

tes, que nous les avions en notre possession depuis deja quel-
que temps. Nous ne les aurions jamais raises au jour, si on
n'etait pas revenu avec un nouyel acharnement insulter a
outrance a des citoyens recornmandables qui ont bien merite
de la patrie. On a encore remue ciel et terre pour seduire

des hommes inconnusponr la plupart, en leur faisant retrem-

per 'amemoire par des moyens connus aux intriguants, pour
leurfaire affirmer des choses qui etaient contredites deja par
plus de cinqaante citoyens respectables et dignes de foi, qui
ont etc temoins de tout ce qui s'est passe a St. Denis, le 23
novembre 1837. Nous regrettons infiniment de revenir encore
sur ce sujet, mais nous ne devons pas garder le silence, lors-

que nous voyons des citoyens recoromandables qui ont fait tant

de sacrifices pour soutenir 1'honneur des Canadiens,pour con-
duire nos compatriotes a la victoire, pour leur donner un nom,
pour les faire respecter meme par nos plus mortels 'ennemis,
nous ne devons pas, disons-nous, garder le silence lorsque
nous voyons der hommes d'hier, des pigmees politiques, qui
n'ont jamais paye ni de leur personne ni de leur bourse leur

dette a la patrie, insulter a des hommes qui ont fait leur preu-
ve de devouement a la cause commune, nous serions coupable
d'ingratitude si nous n'elevions la voix pour les defendre.

Puisque nos adversaires reviennent avec acharnement sur ce

sujet, nous ne devons pas 1'abandonner, et dussions-nous de-

plaire a quelques-uns, nous devous accomplir notre tache, celle

de rendre hommage a la verite.
" Toutes les trames qui ont precede les malbeureux evene-

ments de 37 nous sont connues, nous avons eu occasion d'ap-

precier tousles acteurs qui ontpris part au grand drame,avant,

pendant et apres. On semble ignorer, ou on vent oublier ce

qui s'est passe alors. Ceux qui ont forfait a 1'honneur doivent

etre
?
suivant quclques-nng, leg supeneurs de ecus qui ont
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merite des lauriers ! Cettemaxime est tout a fait nouvelle et

ne peut existerque chez un people ingrat etindigne de posse-
der des hommes qui se devouent a la cause commune. Nous

esperons que le jour n'est pas eloigne ou un historien impartial
se chargera de la tache d'ecrire 1'histoire de 1'insurrection de

1837, et de tous les evencments qui 1'ont precedee, et s'll se

trouve encore des hommes assez prejugea pour ne pas rendre

hommage au merite, la postente sera plus judicieuse, elle

saura comment juger.
" De grands personnages se sont caches derriere le rideau,

et ont pousse des hommes de rien pour la plupart, a attaquer
de la maniere la plus odieuse M. le Dr. Nelson et M. Cartier,
deux citoyens, qui, dans toutes les circonstances difficiles ou
s'est trouve le pays, ont pave et de leur persoime et de leur

bourse pour soutenir 1'honneur canadien. Onvient encore de
iancer des manifestes, non pas pour prouver des faits, mais

pour les insulter de la maniere la plusoutrageante, etquelques
bonnes ames, animees par de bons motifs peut-etre, voudraient

que nous garderions le silenee apres de pareils outrages !. . . .

Non, certainement non, toutes les puissances reunies ne pour-
ront pas nous baillonner apres des insultes aussi malveillantes,
aussi peu meritees, quoiqu'elles partent de bien bas. II est

toujours une classe d'mdividus qui pretentl'oreillealacolom-
nie, et notre devoir est de les detromper.

*'

L'instigateur de tout ce scandale est M. Henri Lapparro
qui a affirme sous serment que M. le Dr. Nelson a dit au chef
supreme d'alors desesauverl Environ 40 temoins de notre

part affirment le contraire, parce que le Docteur, etant parti
de chez lui vers 6 heures du matin, et qu'il n'y est retourne

qu'apres 4 heures du soir, n'a pu donner ordre a 1'autre de se

sauver, lorsqu'il est prouve qu'il est parti vers 9 heures del'a-

vant midi, pendant 1'actionl

"Le lecteur doit se rappeler, que, d'apres son propre aveu,
fait a Mr. Philippe Turcot, h< mrae plein de probite, comme on
le sait, M. Lapparre s'est cache dans une cheminee des le com-
mencement de la bataille, d'autres temoins ont affirme 1'avoir

vu se sauver par une fenetre, ne trouvant pas sans doute sa

retraite dans la chenrnee de la maison assiegee, assez sure
;
ces

temoignages n'out pas etc contredits; et d'apres cela, il est

permis de douter de la veracite du reste des depositions. Nous
avons de notre cote les temoignages d'hotnmes emine-
ment respectables, tels que M.M, Bourdages, Jalbert, Dr. Kim-
feer, Gadbois, Capt Raynauld, Fr?. Mignault, J. E. Mignault,
Ant. Cheval. Pr. Cheval, Frs, Pineau, J. Archanabault, Frs.

Marcotte,et d'un grand nombre d'autres personnes avantage-
usement connues, dont la parole ne peut etre revoquee en
doute. Ce qne nous en avons donne

;
et ceque nous publion
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voyants, ainsi nous terminons cette tache penible et pour nous
et pour nos lecteurs. Mais qu'on se rappelle au moius quo ce

n'est pas nous qui avons provoque cette discussion. Nous
sommes sur la defensive.
"
Quant a, 1'affidavit de M. Geo. St. Germain centre If. Geo.

Cartier, 51 est bon de remarquer que M. St. Germain se trouve
contredit par les affidavits que nons avons publies, M. St. Ger-
main se trouve meme en contradiction avec son ami M. Lappar-
re, sur les avances duquel il voudrait encherir. M. St.

Germain dit que c'est apres coups de canon, au com-
mencement de la bataille, que M. Cartier est alle a St. An-
toine, tandis que M. Lapparre, qui pretend n avoir point per-
du de vue M, Cartier, dit que c'est a deux heures de 1'apres-

midi, c'est-a-dire apres environ cinq heures de combat. Le
fait est done constate au-dela de tout doute, que c'est a deux
henres que le Dr. Nelson envoya M. Cartier qui etait de re-

tour environ nne heure apres. Nous ne signalons que cette

contradiction, car on n'en finirait pas, s'il fallait faire ressor-

tir toutes celles qni existent dans ce pot-pourri d'affidavits,

quoiqu'on ait employe toute sorte de moyens pour retremper
la memoire de la plupart des deposants 1 !

" M. Lapparre a ose faire appel au temoignage de MM.Kim-
ber, Cormier, Bourdages, Gadbois, et autres. Ces messieurs,
commeonl'a vu par les eertificats que avons publies, 1'ont

completement dementi
;
il a ose aussi en appeler au temoig-

nage de M. le Dr. Nelson, et malgre la repugnance que ce

monsieur a de se mesurer avec un pareil adversaire, il a du
relever le gant, et voici sa reponse."

Here following the " attestations
' alluded to in the above

editorial of " La Mintrve," including that of Doctor Wolfred
Nelson :

" Vu qu'on m'a fait appel de donner mon temoignage sur

certains .evenements de St. Dems, en 1837, je le ferai, dans
1'interet de la verite et de la justice. Je dois ceci a mes amis
etau pays en general.

'
Or, j'affirme sur mon honneur que plusieurs jours avant la

descente des troupes sur la riviere Chambly, Mr. Papineau est

arrive a St. Denis, et a pris refuge chez moi. Que vers les 6
heures du matin, le 23 de novembre 1837, je suis alle dans la

chambre qu'occupait M. Papineau, 1'informer queje venaia

d'apprendre que les troupes etaient au haut de laparoisse de
St. Ours, se dirigeant vers St. Denis, et que je partais pour
reconnaitre leur position. Et je ne suis retourne chez moi
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que le soir, apres la battaille, qui a dure j usque vers quatre
heures etdemie. Je n'ai revu M. Papineau ensuite, qu'a la fin

de novembre 1838, a Albany. Done, IL EST ENTISREKENT
FAUX QUE J'AIE DIT OU ORDONNE A M. PAPINEAU DE s'ELOIGNER
A COMMENCEMENT DE LA BATAILLE, QUI s'ENGAGEA VERSNEUF
HECHES DU MATIN

;
ET IL EST EGALEM1NT FAUX QUE M. PAPI-

NBAU AIT SAISI UN FUSIL POUR ALLER COMBATTRE, a SIX hfurei,

losque 1'ennemi n'est arrive qu'a neuf heures. Nous ignoriona
le lieu de refuge de M Papineau.

'
Qu'entre neuf ct dix heures, M. Papineau envoya un mess-

age me demandant s'il devait partir \ Je lui fis response," qu'iZ

ne devait pal laisser la place que tant que je demcurerais debout

il n'y aurait pas de danger pour lui, mais qu'a ma chute, il dtv-

rait venirprendre en soin nos amis."

"
Qu'il est, aussi, eaglement faux que j'aie ete nomme ou

elue general en cetta occasion. J'etais, au contraire, 1'aide,

le subalterne de M. Papineau, et non son superieur,*et j'ob-
eissais completement ases orders et suggestions.

''
Qu'il est vrai que M. Henry Ca. tier a remarque qu'il serait

bon de retreiter, vu les ravages causes par les decharges de

1'ennemi, le manque de munitions, et la fuite d'un nombre de

persennes en consequence. Je me suis fortement oppose a
cette demarche, et nonobstant cela, M. Henri Cartier nous a

vigonreusement secondes pendant toute la journee. M. GEOR-
GES CARTIER n'a jamais fait allusion a la retraite, et lui, com-
me son cousin, M. H. Cartier, a vaillament et efficacement
contribue au succes de cette lutte. Et ces Messieurs ne m'ont
laisse que lo'rsque je fus moi-meme oblige de partir, neuf joun
apres cette epoque, a la seconde expedition des troupes centre
St. Decis, la resistance alors etant devenue impossible.
" Que j'ai envoye M. George Cartier, vers les deux heures

de I'apres-midi, chercher des munitions a St. Antoine,et qu'il
a ete promptement de retour avec des secours, apres environ
une heure d'absence, M. George Cartier ne portait point de

tuque blue le jour de la bataille.

' Que si j'ai vu le nomme Henri Lapparre pendant cette

journee, ce r'est qu'au commencement, je ne me souviens pas
de 1'avoir vu ensuite. S'est-il cache dans une cheminee,dans
sa trayeur, comme il I'a lui-meme avoue, et ensuite s'est-il sauve

par unefenetre avec d'autres, comme il a ete prouve ?ous ser-

ment, c'est ce que j'ignore. Mais dans tons les cas, s'il se fut

conduit avec courage et valeur durant la bataille, il me semble

que je n'aurais pu manque de le remarquer, eomme j'ai remar-

quer, les faits saillants de tant d'autres.
" WOLFRED NELSON.

"Montreal, 21 aout 1848."
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"
Je, F.X. LAFORCE, marchand, de St. Denis, etant asser-

racute, certifie qu'au meilleur de ma conuaissauce, le 23 nov-
embre 1837, le Docteur Wolfred 1 elson eat parti et a laissesa
maison sur les six heures du matin, pour aller au-devant des

troupes pour s'assurer si elles marcbaient sur St. Denis
; qu'-

ensuite il est revenu et s'est arrete a la maison de Mme. St.

Germain, sans aller chez lui, ou il est reste jusqu'apres la ba-

taille, de sorte qu'il me parait impossible qu'il ait pu voir
monsieur Papineau qu'il .avait laisse chez lui avant de partir.
Je certifie de plus qu'il n'a jamais etc questionjusqu'a ce jour
d'elire ou mcmmer le Docteur Nelson general ou commandant
mais que tout le monde s'accordait a dire que nous devions
avoir confiance en lui, et c'est pour cette raison que tout le

monde le regardait comme chief apres M. Papineau, et j'ai

gigne.
' F. X. LAFOBCB.

'' Assennente devant moi ;
le 25 aout 1848.

" J. BELLE, J, P.

"
Je, Jeseph Ed, JIignault,notaire public, du bourg St Denis

certifie avoir ete au eombat qui ent lieu au dit bourgSt.Denis
entre les troupes de Sa Majeste, et des paroissiens de St. Denis

et des paroisses voisines, le 23 novembre 1837, que je me suis

rendu a la grande maison de madame veuve Antoine St. Ger-

main, avec une compagnie de citoyens, sur les six heures do

matin, qu'on instant apres mon arrivee chez madame veuve
Antoine St. Germain, le docteur W. Nelson, passa a cheval
devant cette maison, allant des troupes ; que vers les sept ou
huit heures il reviut du bas de la paroissc St. Denis, arreta

chez Mme. St. Germain, envoya de la sa jument chez lui, aut-

ant que je me le rappelle, entra dans la maison, regut le com-
mandement des citoyens, et commanda le reste du jour sa"8

s'absenter de la maison
; que J3 ne me rappelle pas avoir un M.

Papineau de lajournee chez Mme. St. Germain, quoique pour-
tant avoir pris bien garde et attention a voir les principaux
citoyens qui pouvaient s'y trouver.

" St. Denis, 19 aout 1848. " J. E. MIGNAULT.
" Assermente devant moi, St. Denis, ce 19 aout.

11 0. CHAMAKD, J P."

"
Je, soussigne, Frangois Xavier Laforce, marchand,de St.

Denis, eertifie que le vingt-trois novembre 1837, j'ai vu et ren-

contre M. George Cartier dans la maison de Mme. St. Ger-

main, durant la bataille qui se faisait alors et commencee de-

puis les neufheures et demie du matin. Au meilleur de ma con-
naissance j'ai vu M. G. Cartier jusque vers les deux heures d

1'apres-midi, entte m'di et une hure environ
;
le docteur Nel-

son ayant donne ordre aux combattauts qui s'etaient tenus



dans les etagus superieurs de la maison, de descendre dans le

premier etage, M. Cartier est descendu comme les autres au

premier etage d'ou le combat a etc continue. J'ai parle et

converse avec M. Cr. Cartier, et je puis dire quMl s'est com-

porte avec courage et resolution ; j'ai vu aussi M. H. Cartier

dans la maison, lequel a pris part a la bataille. J'ai entendu
dire que M.H. Cartier avait parle de retraite au docteur Nelson.

croyant que Ton ne pourrait tenir aux troupes, mais sa n'apas
empeche M. H. Cartier de continuer le combat. M. G. Car-
tier a'a jamai* parle de retraite et j'ai signe.

"F. X. LAFORCE
" Le dit Frangois Xavier Laforce, ayant ete assermente, de-

clare vrai le contenu des presentes, en ayant eu lecture et

ayant signe.
'' J. L. BEAUDRY, J. P.

"
Montreal, 25 aout 1848.''

"
Je, Frangois Lajoie, ferblantier, de St. Denis, certifie que

le vingt-trois novembre 1837, je suis traverse de St. Antoine a

St. Denis, vers les trois heures de 1'apres midi, en meme temps
que M. G. Cartier. lorsque M. G. Cartier revenait de St. An-
toine avec des cartouches et des munitions, qu'il emportait
pour la bataille qui avait alors lieu a St. Denis, entre les troa-

pes et les citoyens de St. Denis et des paroisses environnantes.
Aussitot arrive a St. Denis, M. Cartier est gagne vitement a

la maison de Mme. St. Germain ou on livrait en cote la bata-

ille, tout pros de la traverse.
" Assermente par derant men, a St. Denis, le 26 aout 1848,

" D. BOCURDAGES, J. P."

"
Je, Jean-Bte. Mignault, sou signe, etant assermcnte, cer-

tifie qu'au meilleur de ma connaissance, le 23 novembre 1837,
sur les sept heures du matin, j'etais devant la maison du Dr.
Wolfrcd Nelson, a St. Denis, et que 5a je vis M. Papineau au-

quel je conseillai de partir, vu que la troupe arrivaitau village,
M. Papineau m'ayant fait remarquer qu'il n 'avait point de
chevaux pour fuir, je lui offrislie mien que je fis seller ets qu'il

accepta ; je certifie de plus 1'avoir vu embarquer, partir et se

diriger du cote de St. Hyacinthe ; je certifie egalement que le

Docteur Nelson n'etait pas present pendant le temps que jefus
avec M. Papineau ce masin-la, et j'ai signe a St. Charles, le 21

aout 1848.
" JEAN-BPK. MIGNAULT.

" Assermente par devant moi, le 21 aout 1848.

D. BOURDAGES, J.P.

The following in refu'ation of the above, which appeared in
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" L'dvenir" of the 6th October, 1848, published at Montreal,
it is but common justice also to give :

11
Je, Louis Antoine Dessaulles, demeurant au village de St.

Hyacinthe, apres avoir etc dument assermeiite sur les Saints-

Evangiles, affirme et certfie ce qui suit :

" Le vingt-deux novembre mil huit ceat trente-sept, je fua

charge par quelques amis, a St. Hyacinthe, d'un message pour
le Dr. Wolfred Nelson, qui etait alors a St. Denis, occupe a
faire ses preparatifs de defense centre un corps de troupes
charge d'operer soa arrestation et celle de quelques autres

personnes.
*' En consequence, je me rendis de St. Hyacinthe a St. Denis,

let vingt-deux novembre ausoir, mais trop tard pour m'acquit-
ter de mon message." Le lendemain, 23 novembre, jeme rendis, a huit heures du
matin, a la demeure du Dr. Wolfred Nelson, mais je ne pus le

voir, parce qu'il etait alle, me dit-on, faire une reconnaissance

pour observer les forces qui marchaient sur St. Denis.
"A neuf heures du meme jour, 23 novembre, je retournai

chez le Dr. Nelson et je vis, en entrant, M. le Dr. T. Kimber.
" Deux ou trois minutes, seulement, apres mon entree dans

la maison, le Dr. Wolfred Nelson entra chez lui, revenantde
son excursion au devant des troupes." Je lui dis alors, en presence du Dr. Kimber, que j'etais

charge pour lui d'un message important, et Que je desirais le

voir en particulier ainsi que MM. Pap neau et O'Callaghan qui
etaient dans la maison. Sur cela, le Dr. Nelson m'invita a
monter dans une des chambres superieures de la maison ou il

me dit que je trouverais M. Papineau. et prenant le devant, il

me fit entrer dans la chambre ou il (M. Papineau) etait avec
le Dr. O'Callaghan." Je m'acquitti de suite du message dont j'etais charge, et je

regus du Dr. Nelson 1 injonction de repartir aussitot que pos-
sible pour St. Hyacinthe, afin de porter sa reponse.

" Puis le Dr. Nelson s'adressaa M. Papiaeau, et lui dit qu'il
venait d'aller faire une reconnaissance, qu'il avaitvu les trou-

pes en marche sur St. Denis qu'elles arriveraient probablement
sous un quart-d' heure ou vingt minutes, et qu'il serait temps
que lui, M. Papineau, partit; qu'il (le Dr.) le lui avait deja
recommande le matin, et qu'il (M. Papineau) n'aurait pas du
retarder autant.
"M. Papineau repondit qu'il aurait peut-etre pu s'eloigner

la veille, mais que ce jour-la, il ne lui etait plus loisible be le

faire
; que son depart pouvait jeter du decouragement parmi

leurs amis
; que ce n'etait pas precisement a 1'heure du danger

qu'il pouvait s'en aller
; que le faire partir dans unfpareil mo-

ment c'etait 1'exposer plus tard, peut-etre, a des reproches
severes.



539

"Alors le Dr. Nelson reprit avec quelque vivacite : "M.
Papineau, j'exige que vous vous eloigniez : vous ne derez pas
vous exposer sans necessite ;

ce n'est pasici que vous serezle

plas utile
;
nous aurons besoin de vois plus tard

;
nous sommes

leg bras, c'est a nous d'agir ;
si nous avons a gagner, nous le

ferons sans vous
;

si nous avons a perdre, ce n'est pus votre

presence qui 1'empechera ; ainsi, il vaut mieui, de toute ma-
niere, que vous partiez."

11 M. Papineau repliqua, que s'ils devaient etre battus, au-
tant valait en finier de suite et rnourir la qu'aillenrs ;

et s'ad-
ressant au Dr. O'Callaghan, il lui dit

;

'

Qu'en pensez-vous,
docteur."

11 Le Dr. O'Callaghan repondit :
" Cela m'est indifferent

;
si

vous restez, je resterai; si vous partez, je partirai avec vous.
"Le Dr. Nelson reprit, mais plutot avec 1'accent de la per.

suasion cette fois :
"
Voyons, M. Papineau, rendez-vous a la

raison
;
dans une Constance comme celle-ci, un hommede plus

ou de moins ne change rien auz affaires
;
allez a St. Hyaciuthe

et attecdez-y les evenements
;

s'ils ne tournent pas centre

nous, c'est alors que votre besogne, a vons, commencera.
M. Papineau parut reflechir, et le Dr. Nelson, s'adressant a

moi, me dit : Maintentant, mon jeune ami, depechez-vous,

partez, et dites blen a nos tout ce que je vous ai dit
;
battua

ou battant ici, c'est a St. Charles que les gens deSt. Hyacin-
the doivent aller, car je crois que le colonel Wetherall sera

demain a St. Charles
; qu'on s'y rende en ausai grand nombre

que possible ;
vous feriez peut-etre mieux de vous en aller par

le chemin d'en haut, en cas que le commandant des troupes
n'ait envoys quelques hommes faire le tour par la Miotte, et

qu'on ne vous arrete en chemin.
En fiaissant ces mote, le Dr. Nelson sortit

; je le suivis, et

quand je fus au bas de 1'escalier, j'entendis le docteur dire a
une vingtaine d'hommes qui etaient dans la salle d'entree

;"
Allons, mes enfants, voila les troupes, il s'agit d'etre braves

et de se sonduire comme des hommes, en vrais patriotes ;
al-

iens !" Et je vis ces homines prendre des fusils et sortir de
la maison

; apres quoi j'al lai de suite prendre ma voiture, et

partis pour St, Hyac.nthe.
" Avant de tenniner, je dois a la verite d'affirmer que le Dr.

Kelson me parut agir avec le plus grand calme et le sang-froid
le plus complet ;

et que rien dons ses actes, sa physionomie
ou son attitude ne decelait le moindre trouble moral ni la mo-
indre surexcitation.

"Et en foi dequoi, ce que dessus j'ai signe.
L. A. DKSSAULLES, J. P.

Assermente devant moi, a St. Hyacinthe, le vingt-trois sep-
tembre mil huit cent quarante-huit.

V. ST. GERMAIN, J. P.
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Louis Dragon, cultivateur, demesrant tn la paroisse St.

Denis, apres aroir prete serment Bur leg Saints-Evangiles.
depose et dit :

"
Qu'en mil huit cent trente-sept il demeurait en la paroisse

deSt. Denis
; que le virgt-trois novembre de la meme annee,

il etait occupe avec quelques autres personnes, entre neuf et

dix heures du matin, a transporter de la pierre dans la maison
de Mme. St. Germain, qu'on fortifiait a causa le Papproche des

troupes ; q'ie pendant qu'ils se livraient a cette occupation,
1'un d'eux dematda au Dr. Wolfred Nelson ou etait M. Papi-
neau

j
que le Dr. Nelson reponiitque M. Papineau n'iniit pas

les joindre, parce que, lui le Dr. Kelson, avail dit a M. Papi-
nean de s'en aller : que le Dr. dit de plus, que M Papineau ne

devait pas se battre parce qu'ils enauraient besoin plus tard
;

qu'il n'a jamais entendu dire que M Papineau se fut sauve,

qu'au contraire,l'opiuion universelle daas St. Denis, atoujours
ete que M. Papineau n'etaitavant la bataille, que parce quele
Dr. Nelson avait insiste a ce qu'il s'eloignat.
Et le deposant a fait sa mirque ordinaire opres lecture faite.

Louis x DRAGON.
Assermente par devant moi, a St. Denis, ce vingt sixieme

jour de septembre mil huit cent qaarante-huit.
OL CHAMARD, J. P.

Je, Marcel Guertin, demeurant au village de St. Denis,

apres avoir ete assermente, affirme et certifie ce qui suit :

Le vingt-trois novembre mil huit cent trente-sept, j'efais

occupe a travailler a une tranchee faite de pieces en travers

du chemin, prea de la maison de Mmc. St. Germain. Peudant

que je travaillais, je viz venir le capitaiue Jalbert a cheval
; je

m'approchai de lui et lui demandai qui serait le premier com-
mandant, M. Papineau ou le Dr. Nelson. Le capitaine Jalbert

me repondit que ce serait le Dr. Nelson, parce que, lui, le cap-
itaine Jalbert et le Dr. Nelson, avaient persiste a faire partir
M. Papineau, parce que satete etait tropchere pour 1'exposer ;

qu'on aurait besoin de lui plus ta~d
; qu'unhomme de plus ou

de moins ne les ferait pas perdre ni gagner.
" Je dois dire de plus que je n'ai jamais entendu dire, jas-

qu'a dernierement que M. Papineau se fut sauve
;
et vue 1'opi-

nion ufliverselle a toujours ete que s'il n,avait pas assiste a
la bataille, c'etait parce que le Dr. Nelson 1'avait fait partir.

Et j'ai signe les presentes.
MARCEL GCKRTIN.

Assermente par devant moi, a St. Denis, ce vingt-sixieme

jour de septembre mil huit cent quarante-huit.
OL. CHAMARD, J. P.,
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Boucherville, 3 octobre 1848.
" MONSIEUR, Je dois a la verite d'affirmer que M. le Dr.

Wolfred Nelson m !a dit, troi oa quarte jours apres la balailles

de St. Charles, sur la demande que je lui fis. ou etait M. Pa-

pineau, que M. Papineau. n'etait pas loin; je lui dis : mais

pourquoi est-il absent ? II me repondit qu'il 1'avait force de

partir ; qu'il lui avait dit qu'il n'etait qu'un homme dans la

bataille, et que comme il etait la ete du parti, il fallait le

conserver avant tout. 11 ajouta que M. Papineau refusant de

partir, il avait ajoute que comme c'etait lui, II. Papineau,
qu'on cherchait, il devait s'en aller, afin que St. Denis ne fut

pas mis a feu et a song. Voila ses propres paroles." Je dois ajouter que pendant mon exil aux Bermudes, et

pendant mon sejour aux Etats-Unis, le Dr. Nelson a toujoura
eoutenu que M. Papineau n'etait parti de St. Denis que d'aprcs
ses instances reiterees.

" J'ail'honneur d'etre, monsieur,
"
Votre, etc.,

"B. VIGER.
"L. A- Dessaulles, ecr.

Montreal.

"
St. Cesaire, 28 sept. 1848.

'

"
MONSIEUR, Monsieur m'ayant informe que vo -

S

etiez desireux d'avoir des informations sur le depart de Thon-
orable L. J. Papineau de St. Denis, le 23 nov. 1837 :

" Pour votre information, le puis vous attesterque, pendant
mon exil avec le Dr. W. Nelson aux Bermudes, et pendant
mon expatriation aux Etats-Unis, j'ai entendu dire au Doc-

teur, a plusieurs reprises, qa'il avait ete oblige de se rendre

maitre, en priant et ordonnant a M. Papineau de se retirer de

St.-Denis au moment ou la bataille allait s'engager.
" J'ai 1'honneur d'etre," Avec respect," Votre obeissant serviteur,

V. T. GODDU.
lt L. A. DessauUes, ecr.,

"St.-Hyacinthe.
Mr. Dessaules, who had warmly espoused the cause of his

nucle, Mr. Papineau, in refutation of the reproaches made
him by Doctor Nelson, adds :

"
Maintenant, il existe dans lettres du Dr. Nelson une ad-

mission bien forte centre lui. II dit, (ce que j'ai toujours ig-

nore, quoique pendant le sejour de M. Papineau a St. Hyacin-
the, apres

la bataille de St. Denis, il ne lui soit rien arrive

et qu'il n'ait rien fait que par mon canal,) que M. Papineau
lui a envoye un emissaire porteur de cette demande ecrite ;
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" Que faites-vous? Or, si M. Papineau n'etait pas parti en
Tertu d'une convention faite avec le Dr. Nelson, si enfin il

s'etait sauve comme un lachee est-il possible de croire qu'il
aurait ose ecrire au Dr. Nelson; demander, comme prenant
part aux evenements, des details a celui qui aurait eu le droit

de le mepriser? Une telle demarche n'est pas dans la nature.
Si M. Papineau s'est sauve, il ne pouvait plus etre considere
comme participant aux efforts de ses amis, il renongait a toute

responsabilite. et on doit convenir que comme g'aurait ete

s'exposer a un reproche ecrasant de la part duDr. Nelson, que
de lui ecrire une semblable demande apres avoir agi lacbement
le fait seul qu'il 1'a ecrite, s'il est vrai, prouve qu'il agissait
de concert avec le Dr. Nelson.

" Si M. Papineau merite aujourd
:hui les reproches que lui a

faite M. le Dr. Nelson, il les meritait egalement il y a neuf

ans, il y a ouze ans : il semble meme que c'etait au moment
ou M. Papineau 1'abandonnait que if. le Nelson devait le plus
ressentir une parcille condute

;
mais non : il dit a toute le

monde avant la bataille et apres, qu'il a fait partir M. Papi-
neau

;
il le dit meme a coux qu'il ne devait pas tromper,com-

me M. Bonaventure Viger, qui, par la position preeminente
<[u'il s'etait faite a cette epoque, avait le droit de savoir ex-
actement la verile

;
il soutient la meme chose partout, dans

son voyage aux Beraudes, comme aprea son retour aux
Etats-Unis

; proclame en pleine assemblee, a Corbeau, 1'inno-

cence de M. Papineau, quand le Dr. Cote 1'attaquait; (et je

suppose qu'alors comme aujourd'hui, il pretendait parler en
homme d'honneur ; neanmoins, s'il ne meet pas ici, il mentait
la ;) se brouille avec son propre frere, principalement pour
defendre M. Papineau, furnit aux redacteurs de la Revue de-

mocratique mills details sur M. Papineau, et ne fait de lui

que les plus grands eloges ;
enfin vit avec M Papineau, pen-

dant quatre mois, apres son retour de Bermudes, dans la plus

parfaite intimite, te ne fait pas 1'ombre d'un reproche, d'uno

plainte, d'une remarque sur son depart -de St. Denis
;
et puis

tout a coup, sans que M. Papineau 1'ait jamais attaque, onze
ans apres les evenements, il fait le reve que M. Papinean s'est

sauve, vient proclamer a tout le pays que ce qu'il a declare

etre faux est vrai, que ce qu'il a affirme etre vrai est faux,et ne

rougit pas de proferer les memes calomnies, de soutenir les

memes mensonges que ceux qu'il a reproches au Dr. Cote, ct

qui ont valu a ce dernier, de sa part, le reproche d'etre un
homme meprisable. Si c'est la ce qu'il appelle de 1'honneur,
de 1'habilete, c'est bien le cas de dire : oh ! mon Dieu, deliv-

rez-nous du rcal et de 1'homme.
"

Mais, dit le Dr. Nelson, j'ai tache de mettre M. Papineau
a convert

; j'ai voulu le trailer avec indulgence en ne devoil-
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ant pas sa conduite. - i cVaient la vos motifs, M. le Dr. Nel-

son, vous n'auriez pis du traiter si durement le Dr. Cote, qui,
si TOUS dites la verite aujourd'hui, la disait egaleraent a Cor-
beau. S'il dis vit la verite, il etait tout au plus indiscret, nul-

lementmeprisable ;
il ne meritaitpas d'aussi severes reproches;

s'il disait faux, c'est vous qui les meritez aujourd'hui.

Doctor Nelson, it would appear by the above, vindicated,
down to a certain epoch, Mr. Papineau against the foul imput-
ation of having deserted him at St. Denis, alleging, in his de-

fence, that he (Doctor Nelsoa) had insisted that Mr. Papineau
should not take part in the contest that was about to take

place with the Queen's troops, but absent himself
;
and that

he accordingly did so at his, the Doctor's, special desire. Mr.

Papineau's reappearance in public lile, which Doctor Nelson

thought might be prejudicial to his new patron, Mr. Lafon-

taine, induced him, however, to give a very different version
of the matter. It is the general opinion, I believe, that he
would have evinced a wiser and more manly, as well as more
consistent course, by observiug silence on this head. His sub-

sequent acceptance of office, it is also to be observed, at the

hands of Mr. Lafontaiue an office created, as some have

thought, with an eye to reward him for the antagonism to his

former leader, Mr. Papineau has, however worthily he fills

the office, and all admit that he worthily does so, finally di-
vested the zeal, with which he signalized the onslaught upon
his old ch'ef, altogether of the prestige of disinterestedness
and patriotism that seemed, at first, to surround it, and sub-

jected the Doc! or to the suspicion of venial motives in the

tergiversation alluded to, if such really there were.
For my part, with equal good will and personal regard for

both, I cannot decide between them
" Non nostrum inter vos tantas com~onere lites.

Quebec, January, 1853. R. C .

MK. PAPINEAU.
(Referring to page 466.)

It was, perhaps, this sort of adulation, or at least undue
homage to the talents, most certainly of a high order, of Mr.

Papineau in the meridian of his career, that may have inspired
him with an over confidence in bis moral power and resources,
and proved the ruin of himselfand the cause he had embraced,
viz, the nationalite of his compatriots of French origin, and

independence of his native country, in unison with their de-

sires. This, there is reason to believe, he expected (very ab-

surdly, I must say,) to achieve by moral means and the force



544

of public opinion only, without coming to blows, or other
more sturdy appliances than a demonstration of the vast num-
bers devoted to the cause, and their determination to render
all attempts to govern them on other principles than such as

they should themselves dictate and insist upon, impracticable.
The fact is, tbe patriots and Mr. Papineau counted too much
on each other's zeal, mistaking it for power, and miscounted

accordingly. I am persuaded he never contemplated a san-

guinary revolution, nor dreamt of shedding blood in realizing
the desired nalionalite looked for by bis compatriots. Mr. P.

is known and acknowledged, political prejudices apart, by his

contemporaries of all origins in Canada, not to be of a san-

guinary disposition, or man of blood no more humane man
ever lived. He, 1 am well assured, did not anticipate such a
collision as that which occurred, but, having aided more than

any other man to set the revolutionary machinery at work,
like most of those who have tried such experiments, he was
unable to control, and became a victim of it. In the same
ratio in which, down to this time, he had been extolled, I may
without impropriety here observe, he was afterwards, when
fortune had forsaken him, and in the afternoon of a life de-
voted to his country, censured with a bitterness unexampled
and beyond all reasonable bounds, even by those same parti-
sans who formerly lauded him to the skies as something more
than human. In the height of his popularity, when all was

promising, and even the British Government seemed willing
to yield to him, he was all that was noble, good and great"
stamped by God to be a political chief, the regenerator of a

nation endowed with a force of mind not to be surpassed, a

hatred of oppression, and a love of his country thatjjneither

promises nor threats could shake. The idolized patriot, how
ever, lived to learn, at a cost that well might have been spar-
ed him, the emptiness of the praises heaped upon him by those

who professed to see in him the future patriarch of their

country.
Mr. Papineau is the man who, above all others, has been

blamed for leading bis compatriots of French origin into the

rebellion, and many of them even have not scrupled, after

participating in his purposes, nay, slimula'ing him to them, as

if he were too dilatory in the pursuit, to cast upon him exclu-

sively the whole responsibility and odium of those untoward
events which characterize it. Nothing can be more absurd.

Were it even so, and that the rebellion had-proved a revolution,
the fact would ha^e made him greater even than a Washing-
ton, and Mr. Papineau certainly would have been honoured

infinitely beyond his deserts in being deemed the exclusive

author of it. He unquestionably did, as the leading mind of

his country, greatly contribute to fan the fhme that now
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threatened to dissolve the connexion between the Canadag and
GreatBritain. But his feelings and opinions were also those of
the French Canadian population universally, or nearly so,
and by no means exclusively of his production. They were,
for the most part, the result of long and inveterate abuses and
mis-government, as he who has attentively perused the pre-

ceding part of this work may have perceived, and of the

false and wavering policy of the home government, which had
neither the w'sdom to yield to the repeated demands of
the representatives of the Canadian people, nor the energy to

maintain its own policy, as expressed in various despatches to

different Governors. The spirit engendered by these had been

rapidly g'rowing for the last thirty years, alimented, no doubt

by the feeling of " nationalite ," until it overspread the land,

producing the not unnatural desire for self-government on

republican principles, in imitation of our successful and po-
werful neighbours, who since the achievement of their inde-

pendence, have thriven under democratic institutions,beyond

example in the history of nations. Mr. Papineau, it is doing
him no wrong to say, has always been the open and avowed
advocate of republican institutions

;
and whatever may be

thought, now or hereafter, of his predilections on this head,
and whether beneficial or the reverse to his compatriots of

French origin, all acknowledge the consistency, the sincerity
and the honesty with which, through every phase of his po-
litical life he has maintained and still adheres to them.
As to the responsibility of the rebellion of 1837, which it

has been endeavoured to fix exclusively upon Mr. Papineau,

nothing is more true according to my own observation of by-
gone events, than what lie has observed of himself on this

head, in an address which he issued in 1847, in answer to an
invitation from the electors of Huntington and St. Maurice,
both these counties having requested him to come forward as

a candidate to represent them in Parliament. "
Of," s jjs he

" all those whom the passions of our adversaries have assail-

ed, on one has had a larger portion of their wrath than has
fallen to my share. I was, however, neither more nor less

guilty, nor more nor less deserving, than a great number of

my colleagues ;
but being by their benevolence placed during

a long period in a position the most honorable in my country,
the Speak*>rship, conferred upon me by vote of the represen-
tatives of (he people, I was thereby, more than others, ex-

posed to the observation of friends, as well as to th anim-
adversions of poli ical enemies

;
of personal enemies, I have

not. I believe, had many, for I have never knowingly injured,
or given offence to any one as an individual.

Personally acquainted, indeed intimately so, with Mr. Pa-

pineau, from boyhood (from 1807. if not before), closely ob-
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serving his career through all its stages ; obligated even to

him, when in power, for acts of kindness and personal regard
on more than one occasion, though on others, when political
animosities ran high, made to smart under his displeasure,yet
never ceasing, whatever were my opinion of the politics he

cultivated, to respect the man, and to honor his consistency
his unyielding integrity, and his talents as a statesman and

orator, I conscientiously can say, that he always seemed to

me rather to move with the masses than to lead them. His
extensive knowledge, particularly in constitutional lore and
in history, and his commanding eloquence, no doubt had

great weight with them
;
but to impute to him exclusively

the entire responsibility and demerit, ormerit,as the case may
be, of the troubles in Canada, and finally the insurrections of
1837 and 1838, is merely absurd, and argues either a foregone
conclusion in those who make the assertion, or singular inat-
tention to what for ihe last thirty years had been passing in

Lower Canada. The responsibility of these rebellions will
fall more upon the Colonial Ministers, who, during that period
reigned In Downing street, than upon the Canadian patriot
and his compeers. Prominent by his position at the head of
the Commons, and still more so by his talents, it is not sur-

prising that he should have been looked up to by the great
mass of his fellow-countrymen, and, as their political idol,

become involved in their cause, and finally crushed in it.

But it is well known that he by no means sought a crisis of
the kind that unhappily took place, though all reflecting men
forsaw that such must be thr

result^
soon or late, of the

policy he was pursuing for years before the outbreak. The

only wonder is, that it was so long in coming. Many, if not
most of those in whom, as coadjutors, he confided, were un-

ruly, and not only impatient of his control, but urged him, it

has been supposed, into measures that he did not heartily ap-

prove. Not sufficiently self-reliant for a leader of masses
about to try their strength against an established and power-
ful government, he probably surrendered his judgment to

those who had little or none of their own, or the crisis might
have taken a very different turn, and with far more serious

results. Be this as it may, posterity will, and with reason,
rank him among the eminent men of the age on this continent

and, notwithstanding the vehemence with which in their

passions many of all parties in turn, even his own warmest

disciples, have censured, nav reprobated him in his day, his

memory will be respected as that of a patriot.

He is at heart a republican, decidedly; and, however imf

politic and unwise the frank and frequent public expression o

bis convictions in this respect may be, or have been, and
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titled to respect as being undisguised, fearlessly avowed, and
conscientious. Not to be however, deemed an absolute pan-
egyrist of Mr. Papineau I freely admit that there has been
much in his political caree'' to disapprove, regret and con-

demn
;
but most men already willingly own, and none more*

readily than do the British Canadians, former so hostile to

him that his policy has eventuated in essential good to the

country and that on the whole it was after all far better than
that of the exotic Bureaucracy or clique of placeholders, hav-

ing little or no stake in the country but their offices, and the

emoluments derived therefrom, for which in return they mis-

governed the country, and on whom it now looks back with

scorn, who then monopolized the patronage and powers of

government that he, from the outset, sturdily opposed, and
which finally was overthrown chieflv through his exertions.

It was in fact the incessant parliamentary war waged byMr.
Papineau in the interests of public against the Buieaucracy in

crossing their views of self-aggrandizement, that gave him the

reputation ofan impracticable man an obstructive excelling

only in opposition and the work of demolition, but utterly in-

capable of constrncting or building up institutions for the

permanent advantage of his country. This, indeed, proves
his policy, but no lack of talents on the score alluded to. It

should be borne in miad, that Mr. Papineau's predilections
are avowedly democratic and republican, and his aspirations
for the independence of Canada, sentiments in which cer-

tainly there is nothing unnatural nor ignoble, to whatever
other objections they may be open, and therefore that he is

by policy, and on principle, an obstructive to all measures of
a nature to give permanency to the colonial state, as one
which he, at least, deems of minority and of bondage to his

native country, and, as such, must desire rather to abridge
than perpetuate or prolong What his abilities to legislate
and build up for an independency, had the rebellione resulted

in such, might have proved, must remain a problem. But
those who have been the best acquainted with Mr. P. will not,
I opine, be the most likely to undervalue his talents, or think
him deficient even on this head.

In fine, they who have only known Mr. Papineau through
his politics and the asperities of public life, in which, perhaps,
he has been more inflexible than was consistent with skilful

statesmanship, can have no just idea of the many excellent,
moral, social and domestic qualities for which in private life

he is distinguished Uniting the erudition of the man of letters

with the urbanity of a gentleman : possessing also the high,
est of conversational powers, and in an eminent degree frank

;
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communicative and convivial, he is, out of polities, all that

can be desired, and, in the domestic circle unrivalled for the

amenity and kindness of his manners and disposition. Like
most men of strong mind and decided character, his resent-

ments are indeed deep aad lasting, but, as a set-off to these,
such also are his friendships. No more sincere friend can be
than Mr. Papineau. In every domestic and social relation,
whether as husband, father, citizen, neighour, companion or

friend, all who intimately know, must acknowledge him to be
not merely uuexceptionable, but exemplary. Of his power
and prowess in debate nothing need here be said. Few have
ventured to enter the lists and cope with him who have not
been floored in the contest. Expressing himself with equal
ease, elegance and energy, in the Englisk as in the French

language, his eloquence is at once felt to be of a superior or-

der, grave, dignified and senatorial. He has been, as emin-
ent men ever are, variously represented, according to the pre-
judices or prepossessions of those who have written of him,
by some as faithless, and little better than a Demon

; by others
as a political redeemer

; and, indeed, by the same individuals

very differently at different periods, and under different cir-

cumstances. But whatever be his merit or demerit as a politi-
cian and statesman, a matter which those who follow us will

more correctly decide than we, his cotemporaries can, I have
endeavoured as one of them, unbiassed by any other motive
of which I am conscious, than a desire to do common justice
1o a master-mind and independent man, to say the least of

him, who, in his own country certainty has been the most
eminent of his time to delineate with an impartial hand his

many private virtues and character, as I have known them to

be, that posterity, after the cloud of prejudice which, from

the untoward course of his political career, still over-shadows

his name, shall have disappeared with himself, may under-

stand and appreciate his worth as a man, if it cannot applaud
him as a successful politician.

Mr. Papineau's political life may be deemed at an end, or I

should not have said so much of him
;
but I hope the term of

his natural life may still be distant. Born in 1786, he is now
in his 67th year, and, though, naturally something the worse

of the wear and tear of time and of politics combined, still in

the full possession of his intellectual faculties, and with his

family living in retirement on the seigniory ofLa Petite Nation,

County of Ottawa, enjoying the general good will and esteem

of his neighbours and acquaintance.
R. 0.

END OF FOURTH VOLUME.
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